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PROF. A. MELVILLE BELL, F.R.S.SA.

Bml"Phical Sketch of the Eminent Phonetician, Au-

2

W
: 1834

thor and inventor.

HIS distinguished phonetician, whose
<) original researches and publications
2 5 have dene more than those of any other
{he 702 author to place on a scientific basis
Bt»l](]-v
}Fgﬁhw Scotland, on the 1st of March, 1819,
m:.” the second son of the late Alexander Bell,
€8sor of Elocution, London; and, having
N special aptitude, he settled in Tondon, in
Ppo, 85 his father's assistant,and had thus the
thg(irtumty of special training and practice in
Cure of siammering and other forms of im-
Pl‘izf;li Utterance, as well ag in imparting the
e Ples of elocution to extensive classes in
Bengreat metropolis of England. Mr. Melville
o Belif’i""ed to Edinburgh in 1843—Prof. D.

timg, . 18 elder brother, having, in the mean-
Yy

. Bel) f:‘:ﬂled in Dublin--so that the Musars.

Riinciple which

* Beottj

i More easily

DO\,‘-led
beeylip,

A ;% | S k] b
3 din}n]::l Ireland. Mr. Melville Bell's suecess in

and, t .Bh was not only brilllant but steady ;

the ’h,ol Mmore than twenty years, he enjoyed

an ighest reputation as tescher, lecturer and
sor C'fl‘.‘hlhng the important position of Profes-

Ay I Blocution in the rival colleges of wodern

the (:-ns, und gaining such special celebrity in

hity ‘femoval of stammering, that pupils attended
3 Tom ail parts of the world.

]Jiml:l 1854 he published his system of steno-
em‘.’gmphy. and for the ‘“‘new principle”
evm developed, of showing the position of
¢ Vowels without requiring their notation—a

it may tbe adw;anﬁageously} intr‘g»

W, any syvstems of phon 1y-—-he

Yooy a‘;'lardeq the silver medgl ofogtlifg I}T.o}'ul

EP Society of Arts. Professor Melville

ca onetic Alphabet has the peculiar ad-

50 of Uniformity and philosophical aceu-

' B0 that it is more rapidly written, and

read, than many of the rival sys-

Bely'y

ToroxTo, AU

sousT, 1880. -

of the art of speech, was born in Edin-

ler and sons, were simultancously ac- |
ged a8 the chief instractors in their !
art in the capitals of England, Scot-!

No. 4.

Cantriksated,

e

tems. It wmay be accepted as an undoubted

"'tact that, had not the engrossing nature of his

professional duties and private studies pre-

| vented, he might have been enabled tv popu-

. larize his steno-phonography, and to secure its
| general adoption,
i beyond this narrow limit.

On his father's death, in 18535, Trofessor A.

College.

By this remarkably simple system, it is pos-

duce, every variety or shade of sound or of arti-
culation which the human organs ean by any

of the system, its author asked for the assist-
ance of the British Government, that it might
, be made u free gift to the world ut large ; but
i Lord Palmerston, the Prime Minister of the day,
while admiring the inveation, was not disposed

honor of delivering three courses of lectures and

. readings in the Lowell Institute, of Boston—the

dreat centre of American literary aetivity.

rest chiefty on his * Visible Speech,” which is
now largely employed in the instruction®of
foreiguners in English, as well as in the dissemi-

Lspecially in India, in China, and in Japan, as
well as in Africa and Ameries, it is largely em-

tian churches.

is in the instruetion of the deaf and dumb, ena-

This

remarkable distinctness and aecuracy.

But his projects extended

gible to note down, and consequently to repro- |

possibility form. On account of the universality |

bling them to read, to write, and to speak with .

development of the system is duc to the in- !

i M. Bell removed to London, where he was ap- '
pointed Lecturer on Elocution in [Tuiversity
For nearly thirty years he had been :
laboriously engaged in perfecting his system of
Universal Phoneties, and in 1867 it was pub- .
lished under the name of * Visible Speech.” '

to assist the inventor, Trofessor M. Bell, there.
fore, in 1868, paid his first visit to America, |
were he was most warmly received; and, in
three successive years, had the distinguished .

Professor Melville Bell’s fame will henceforth

nation of every variety of spoken language. .

ployed by the missionaries of the various Chris-
But the most valued Jome-wse .
of the Visible Speech 8ymbols, {which, we may '
add, are extremely simple and strictly phonetic,}

genious labors of Mr, Bell's only surviving son |
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—Protessor A, Graham Bell, late of the Boston

University, {but now of Washington,) whose |
brilliant invention of the telephone has placed
him in the foremost rank of the scientists of the
age, and from whom, if report speaks trualy,
more astounding discoveries will shortly em-
anate. |
Protessor A. Melville Bell’s ehief publications
~are: “ The Principles of Speech and Cure of
Stammering,” ¢ The Elocutionary Mannal,”
* The Emyphasized Liturgy,” ¢ The Stundard
Elocutionist,” * Visible Speech.” * Popular
Stenography,” ** The Shorthand Master Book,”
- The Reporter’s Mannal,” "¢ Universal Line
Writing and  Steno-phonousraphy,” &e., &e.
Professor Bell’'s works on Visible Speech, &e,,
are being reprinted in Ameriea.

W ENRY Pitman, brother of Isane Pitman,
s was born in 1826, being now 54 years
{ of age. Ata comparatively early age he
=7 mastered shorthand, and followed his
vocation as reporter on several newspapers.
His chief sphere of labor has been and is Man-
" chester, England, where for 23 years his sway
* of the phonographic sceptre has been productive
- of incalculable benefit, For years he has con-
* dueted phonographic classes in offices and insti-
| tutes in Manchester. His work, too, as a pho-
' nographic lecturer, deserves a notice in this
" brief sketch. Fver ready to encourage the
" slightest sign of interest in the art, he may
. constantly be found discoursing on the principles
" of and advantages to be derived from the stndy
of phonography. Besides being a devoted dis-
ciple of shorthand. heis greatly interested in
the spelling reform : and he champions the co-
: operative, anti-vaccination and auti-tobacco
" movements.

SCOVIL'S SHORTHAND.

HIS system of shorthand was invented
by the Rev. W, E, Scovil, who devoted
: forty years of his life to experimenting
. and perfecting it. He was born in Kingston, .
New Brunswick, in 1810, and died in 1876. The
system was first brought before the public in
the year 1867, since which time ten editions of

, the text book have been issued. The foundation |
"of the system is the common alphabet, a table !
|

|

!

' of germinations and syllabic characters,—char-
, acters representing all the consonantal combi-
" nations of frequent oceurrence. These tables,
. with a few prefixes and suffixes, and rules and
. principles for abbreviating, coustitute the ele- |
[ ments of the system. Its founder claimed as its |
merits over phonography that it is not phonetic,
" except in cases where words are thereby short- 1
_ened ; the vowels ave joined to the consonants |
as in longhand. and not implied by position; |
and the thickening, shortening and lengthening
of characters is rednced to the lowest possible
Cipinimum.  This system has an organ in the
i Shovthand Review, pllblished in Cleveland, Ohio. :

THE CANADIAN [LLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER.

THE FLEDGLING REPORTER.
B8y T. W. G.

\ XIT) you ever watch a fledgling reporter
+|. taking notes in church? In all the
glow of an early enthusiasm he has'
Nogte felt it his duty to bring his note-book
aud pencil into play wherever anything in the
shape of public speaking is going on, and
though he has some conpunctions about it, he
takes them at length to church. Cautiously
does he produce them while the text is being
given out, and everybody is settling comfortably -
into place and therc is the least danger of his
being noticed, and carefully dves he assume an
attitude which he fondly hopes will delude those
behind him into thinking that he, too, has ears .
only, and not fingers, for the sermon. With a
conscious look he fags away some twenty or:
more words a minute behind the preacher, who
he feels certain has detected him in the act, ;
and is levelling his discourse at him. But
there is no one more persevering than a young .
reporter who has * got it bad,” and he doesn’t :
give up, but sticks to the sermon until it is done, |
and having succeeded in taking from one-half !
to two-thirds of it, he pockets his bock and :
thinks about the frightful time he will have |
when he goes home and tries to read his notes. ‘

ACCURATE REPORTING.

By Greybeard. !
. I
N our earlier years we all had the prin- |
i cipte instilled into us that <*if a thing !
| is worth doing it is worth doing well.”
24 | have known inexact yeporters to lose
valuable and lucrative engagements through:
their carelessness. Some have done their work
in a slip-shod way, and full reliance could
not be placed upon them for doing their;
work properly, as, for Instance, omitting
the figure O from a number or by leaving:
out & short qualifying clause, turning, it
may be, a negative into an affinnative state-.
ment, or vice versa. One reporter whom T kne¥ |
--we will eall him Bob Carrol—once astonishe
his employer by terming a collision on a rail: |
way #s an * infernal contusion.” It was the.
saine man who perpetrated the blunder in writ-
ing a sermon of making the Iswraelifes * swal- I
low ' the Philistines instead of ** slaying’’ them-
The weakness of poor Bob Carrol is not nb- )
common, for it is only too easy to find imperfect :
work. 1 am of opinion that unless a man %!
endowed with a physical and mental organiz®-
tion of a very superior kind he should trsi®|
himself to habits of intelligent cautiousne®®
if he would attain accuracy and score a_profés:
gional career of the highest usefulness. Happl |
there are some reporters who accomplish the
work in an almost perfect manner, Thereis 8P |
extraordinary amount of safetyin Phonograph? i
when well written, As & rule a mistake occt™ |
from an unfortunate enor in the imaginatio® |

!
e
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|
- %hich cauges some phonographic form to be
aken for something else. |
In the reporting profession there is a wonder- |
diversity of knowledge required. Chenistry, |
I Mowever, wonld he of little value to sn smanu- |
'®hsis, or book-keeping to a reporter in the
‘House of Commons; while with the news.
baper reporter engaged in miscellanecus work |
: "o knowledge can come amiss. Each person
- Should be well acquainted with the subjects that |
- M2y be Jikely to come before him. Every effort
3100l be made to attain a degree of aceuracy t
‘Y0at will render errors impossible, and thus
“Taise the standard of the value of Phonography. }

: S !
SHORTHAND FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES. |

‘
. '

JVERY year adds proof, by the cop-[

fu

t
¢ stantly increasing demand for 1t.!
. how indispensable in a modern edu- |
cation is a knowledge of rapid writ-i
The young by all means should acquire |

.
g,
gl It may be used by the author in his study, |
: his editor in his * sancium,” the clergyman in |
ey, hbrary, the lawyer in_his office—in faet,

pl;""ZYWhere that writing is needed, the sim-
ety and dispaich of shorthand make its
:mi“e apparent. The beginner should deter-
'a Be, 2t the outset, whether or not he will, for
""lsilme at least, do verbatim writing. If he
tim. o8 10 do this, he must expect to give much
: !eme and cloge attention to it. The man or sys-
?"’Bek:!h%t promises verbatim speed in a_few
| Usgle time is unworthy of confidence. It is
oy o8 to expect to be a good reporter and fol-
;Repoa‘)}ne other business at the same time.
! the "tll?g is & profession of itself, and requires
mn Undivided sttention of the person following
;:'eliei , however, the beginner simply wishes
- teng from longhand in his daily writing, is con-
e ith & rage of speed that gives a fully writ-
| the, 204 absolutely legible manuseript, a style
ey h?S eagy to learn, write, read and remember,
i o.-:,m take up the simplest style, master it

tamﬂ}‘gl}ly, and depend for speed upon perfect
, larity with the word-forms used, and the '
“hay St facility in their execution, as in long- |
apg .. 20d he will gain his object more easily |
wordq';lckly than if he secks it throagh shorter
'diiﬁe“l(”'mﬁ, which must necessarily be more
Negg tt to learn and read. Very few people

Thoge 2 become verbatim reporters; every one,
Sl T, having much writing to do, can use &
. ﬂ{,muai;tyle of shorthand to advantage.—Ifill's

: _
HE VARIOUS SHORTHAND SYSTEMS.

; By George T. B. Gurnett, Toronta.

i

: HERY, ig, of course, no royal road to the
% | Blccessful acquisition of shorthand; but |
lis g, 38 10 the existence of such & road, there |

s (P8rently o wide.spread delusion. ' Which |
lal'e 8 syatern 2’ “ Which is the easiest?" |
- tions which intending beginners are |

THE CANADIAN JLLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER. 5
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apt to trouble themselves about altogether too
much. My reply to the first question has al-
ways been that to it there could be no satisfae-
tory answer—that first-cluss writers were nevar
likely to agree upon this point, but each main-
tained that Ais favorite systemn was the best,
whether it might be Isaue or Benn Pitman’s,
Graham’s or Munson’s—that although 1 pre-
ferred Graham's myself, and considered it the

best on the whole, there were others, equally :
competent to judge, who placed the other sys-

tem above Graham's in point of worth; and
the fact that each system had as its advocates
men of superior ability in the profession, proved
that all of them were good, and that a choiee to

the really earnest student was, after all, a mat- -

ter of secondary consideration.

As to which is the easiest system-—knowing

what I do of the differences between them—I
have always said that whichever was adopted,
it would require patience and application to

tharoughly master the art, and that success lay :
far more with the student himself than in the -

| choice of any particular system. Early in 1860,

I learned stenography from s mwember of the
Colonist reporting staff—a siyle of writing long

since discarded, because of its great inferiority ;
to phoncgraphy—yet my tutor wuas so pro--

ficient in the use of this awkward and unphilo-

sophical method of taking down speeches, that

he was undoubtedly one of the best reporters on
the continent, Some men will succeed with

any system, while others will invariably fail— |

in the latter case the want of success being due
to the man himself, and not to the particular

aathor whose work he may have undertaken to
master,

REPORTING IN THE BRITISH HOUSE
OF COMMONS.
By Henry Pitman.

was 8ir Symonds d’Ewes, M.P., ’and the
3 earliest systematic attempt to report the
debates was made in 1706.

reptitiously, and hon. mewbers complained
that it was a breach of privilege. The news-

RJILE first unofticial Parliamentary reporter

$ was done sur- .

paper of that day was issued at uneertain in-:

tervals. The addition to its swall quota of
news of an outline of Parliamentary news, with

an occasional speech almost in extenso, masked

an epach in the history of the * fourth estate” of
the realin, Sir Thomas Winnington protested
against this innovation. and several members
of the House implored the House o put it
down.”
his name, contended that the people had a

oing. The House considered the matter, and

| resolved that it was s **high indignity to this

Honse for any newspaper or printer to publish
an account of its debates, and the House will
proceed with the ugmost severity agsinst any

Sir William Wyndham, all honor to !

! right to know what their represegtatives were

and all such offenders,” In 1781, I:}dward Cane '
coumenced the Gentlemen's Magazine, and pub.

lished Parliamentary reports under fictitious




[

]
!
‘
|
:

U ————

52 THE CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED SHORTITAND WRITER, ;

names, afrer the manner of * Gulliver's Travels.” |
In 1746, Dr. Johnson, then a young man of
thirty, tried his powerful pen at Parliamentary |
reporting. Cuve and his assistants were con-

cealed in the pallery of the House. Fora time |
this &y stem of secreey succeeded. There is little !
doubt but that Cave furnished Johnson with i
the raw muterial of the speeches, and Johnson
worked them into shape. At last Cave was !
prosecuted, and for twenty vears the battle
raged, and fines and imprisonment were fre-
quent. (Giradually shorthand foreed its way irito
the Honse. in spite of all opposition, and now-
a-days, reporters are cousidered as necessary as
long-winded speakers to ** make a House.” !

AMONG THE MAGAZINES AND BOOKS.

The Phonographic Review is one of the most
interesting of our Knglish exchanges. Tt is
specially the organ of the ever-circulators.
Every page of matter is readable. 8. G, Jar-
man, Church street, Tiverton, England, is the

" editor.

The June number of the Hamilton School

. Magazine is, as usual, excellent in every respect,

The contents are varied and of a character

- snited to the taste of those who are interested

in edueational tuatters. The magazine is a

+ eredit to the excellent Colleginte Institute from
¢ which it is issued. i

The Fonrnalist for July, published in London,

opens with an article on and lithographed por-
trait of Thowmas Cooper, journalist and chartist.
This monthly is well printed and illustrated.

Both it and My. T, A, Reed’s Heporter for the |
month eontain extracts from the Times article |
on Telephonie Reporting.

The Yorkshire Phonographer is & sixteen- '
page monthly, all being lithographed shovthand.
It is a2 new venture. In it may be found some
well-written  matter and judicious selections
that are of interest to phonographers, 7T,
Rhodes, Lawkhone Lane, Keighley, Fugland,
is its editor and publisher.

We have received from the Secretary a supply

!of the © Proceedings of ihe New York State -

Stenographers” Association, including Amended
Constitution, By-Laws, Papers read, cte., at the -
Fourth Annual Meeting  held at Saratoga
Springs, N. Y. The volume contains 150 pp.
The papers are very interesting, and we are in-
structed to send a copy to any address. postage
paid, on receipt of 50c.

The Dietctic Beformer and Vegetarian Mex-
senyer ds an interesting monthly, published in
London, Eng., by Fred Pitman. The motto of
the magazine is :—* Fix upon that course of
life which is best: eustom will render it most :
delightful.” We believe Vegetarianism is wuch !
better and more palatable than Tannerism, and |
this magazine dishes up celery and such like in
a most toothsome fashion. ‘

Belps and Bints ko Fiudents.

B

NUMBLER of questions have been asked
since the publication, in the May num-
her, of the specimen gaeries and replies,

i

port is necessarily a partial one, and is fixed up :
afterwards from memory.” The “ friend” of |
our friend is * not a shorthand reporter.” This |

A learner asks us to * jom the alphabet all | would seem to render an explanaiion unneces.

logether, because with

those that haive no ! sary; yet, the author of the * strong assertion™ -
teachers it ix rather hard to learn; because | seems to be thoroughly acquainted with ** short- ‘

when they ave trying to join them, they would ; hand expedients”—such as* fixing up” speeches. |
not know whivh letter is to go above the line or | We might infer that he got this *“ wrinkle” from

helow.”

We never {elt the need of such a con- ' the “ leading shorthand writers” with whom he

glomeration, and we imagine the gnestioner | professes to be on such intimate terins, ana the
has a good deal vet to learn regarding the rules . only explanation of the matter is that these

for combination ; but if others have not been
able to find in the text-books the knowledge
sought, we shall be happy to supply it.

A subscriber propounds this conundrun :—
A friend of mine—not & shorthand repor-

knows, he says, either personally or indirectly,

|

i

“leading” brethren have broken down their
physical congfitutions by eating too much dys-

' peptic pic-crust, and are unfitted to bear the

strain of 150. What bave our United States

i friends to say on this subject ? The production

i

) ) - of the unknown * friend"’ is ve rery rich,
_ter, but interested in the subjeet—and who: ™ inknown * friend™ is very, very rich

A student who writes seventy words per min-

about all the leading shorthand writers in the | ute. wants to know how long it takes to reaeh

United States, makes this strong as=sertion: ‘ a speed of 125 or 1501

That there is not a verbatim shorthand reporter
in the United States; and no doubt he would

!

This question involves '
several others, to which we first reqnire answers. |

What is your age? Your parentage? Stat.e'?

assert the saine of other countries. He says | your mental capacity and precocity ; your early

- that it is physically impossible to take » verba- | edueational advantages; your present know-
, tim report of u speech which is an hour or an | ledge of grammar, spelling, punctuation, ete. ; |
“hour and a half long, and is delivered at the | give eize of chest and capacity of lungs; also .
“rate of 150 wards per minute. He says the re- | your muscular activity and nervous irritebility. |
S :
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Are you sound in wind and limb? Are you l
Sober, gteady, industrious. plodding, active, |
Carnest, eneryetic?  Doestime hang heavily on .
é““r hands? Are you in love? If so, does|
‘e regide in the vieinity of vour domicile? |
18 is important.) Whose system arc vou

. arning ? How tong has it taken you to,
®ach your present speed? How mmch do you |
ink it worth to be able to write 150 words per !

] :“nnte 2  When we have this information, and
- % photograph of the questioner, we will be in a |
- POsition to form some iden of his capacity and i
;ﬁ‘épﬂnd to his request. Others desiring similar ‘
go‘?rmatlon will please note these points and |
- BOvern themselves accordingly.

; thMr' 0. B. Harden, of Philadelphia, suggests
i AlewSE rules for the guidanee of beginners :—1st.

ays read what you write. 2nd. Write al-;
0:1"5 in position, * 1f the word has more than {
ga: vowel, in the accented vowel place, it is re-'
dless ag tp whether you insert the vowel or |
3rd. Learn to write words out, whether
oy ths,\’e a contracted form or not. You will
fop hgn be at a loss for the outline of a word
‘\\'hlch you have no contracted form. ‘
‘“,]:Eg-’ Q.—Why can't a first-class telegrapher |
wouy FTites on an avevage of thirty-five or forty
writ Shgt minute become a practical shorthand |
Aa ’—G. E. 8., Toledo, Ohio. i
mm"il‘here is no reason why telegraph opera- |
han 8 ?l}l(l not make the most eﬂ‘i‘cient short- !
Phon Writers. The experiments with the tele-
Se dine Seem to point in the direction of super-
ia “‘isg 3}19 telegraph operators, and it would be
“pho ing for them to take up the study of
; FHOnography,
Q.—How would you hold the pen or pen-
Ortoet | A.. M., Pittsburgh, Pa. What is the
he o] bosition for arm and hand? Should
la OW be resting or not ?—W. B. R., Wel-
d, Opt,

» thei.

cil ?i

'@
1

: &nd'E;The natural and easy position of the arm
or penS{it"“d the manner of holding the pen
the 1. in lnngha_nd writing, will be found to
nd iy, t}fﬁ“ convenient for shorthand writing,
shoulq 1, ¢ latter, as in the former, the object
- Perfegt, © to secure freedom of movement and
be | c‘){*tr_tﬂ of the hand, so that no time may
shoulg’ re tt_lﬂ not essential that the elbow itself
e Hl'eat]s-’ but the difficulty of writing will
e mugg{emfl‘eased, and speed will be lost, if
not relieves m‘veﬂl} the wrist and the clbow be
5 Q Y having a firm pivotal position.
System of 4 :‘Vhat do you know of the Duploye
)Y any On:'}"gl‘ﬂlﬂly‘? Is it used successfuily
8., Chicage in the English language?—J. H.
1o I
is en::;]zhe system chiefly used in ¥France,
€Mment ryed by a majority of the official
can be eporters, Its advocates claim that
i Engligh atfained by it, as great as by any
adapted o o morican system. It has heen

&l
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A.—Tsaae Pitman’s, * by o large majority,”
judging from the number of our subscribers who ,
claim to be his disciples, We know of no more |
aceurale eriterion.

(7.} Q.——Which do you consider the best plan
to memorize word-signs—before doing anything |
at actual writing, or ulternating the two?—T. |
H. F., Galt, Ont. .

A.Memorize by writing. Don’t try to
memorize except by writing, for you are not
now learning a seience (i. e. general prirciples .
thut arc to be krown), butan «rt (i. e. practical
rules for something that is to be done). You
are learning the art of writing. The best way .
to learn to do a thing is todo it. 1If your
memorizing be mental only, and not mutaral |
also, you wili only know what to do, and how |
nof to do it. With text-books before you, write
out each word-sign ecarcfully, pronouncing it !
alowl while tracing it. You will thus train
cve, ear and hand. Memorizing without writ- ¢
ing would be leaving the hand out, and short-
hand without the hand would be—well, rather !
slwort-handed. :

{8.) Q.——What do yon consider thebest means |
of working up speed after having learned the |

| theoretical part of the system?—-P. D. U,

A —This question is somewhat indefinite.
We do not quite comprehend what the ques-
tioner means by the “ theoretieal” part of a sys- |
tem ; for theory and practice must go together |

vom the beginning, or the student will learn :
very little about any system. If the writer has |
learned thoroughly the rules, and understands:
how to make and join the consonants, and how |
to insert the vowels, speed will come as the re- |
sult of a thorough discipline of the eye, car and
hand. A good reader will be a great assistance.
The speed of the reader can be regulated to suit
the writer: care being taken zlways to make |
the outlines as correet and perfect as may be.
After having written for, say, an hour from die-
tation, write out your notes in longhand. This
will familiarize your eye to the phonographic |
outlines, will give you speed in longhand writ-
ing and test your ability to punctuate—(two
very important requisities for a reporter), and
will enable you to test the correetness of your
transeript, not enly as to words but as to sense.
1f you stumble at an awkward outline, tackle it
in every shape, giving the consonants and
vowels every shade of sound, until you come
upon the right one. Then, having mastered
the difficulty, take care to prevent 1ts recurrence,
by correcting the outline, or more fully vocaliz-
ing it, and also copying it in a book kept for the
purpose, writing the correct form several times.
Thus treated, your errors will prove positive
helps instead of hindrances to progress. ‘When
you have a speed of from seventy-five to one hun-
dred words a minute, venture out to sermons
and lectures, and take down what you can take
in connected form. Don't take half-sentences,

I
Chicago. i
: !

|

i

|

he English language by P'rof, Man-
{6,

ntreal, Quebee.
used in (.;n—nadl{: t syatem of shorthand is most

?—I. I.. R., Providence, R.I.

‘or they will puzzle you in reading. Take com-.
plete sentences, no matter how few. You will [
find the modulations of the public speaker’s
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voice very different from the monotone of the:
reader ; you will be startled at the rapidity of ;
utterance; you will grow nervous as the speaker |

! warms up in his subject, for you will feel the |

importance of your mission. But keep cool—!

. or at least try to—and be careful about your:

- forms.

Go home and transcribe in longhand |
all you have written, and correct errors. Keep |

‘on 1n this way, and some day you will be a skil- |

. ful reporter.

take down conversations in business or law
i offices?— C. A. M., Pittsburgh, Pa.

. eye, a ready hand, a sharp ear, an active brain, !
. & strong physical constitution, good education, !

(9.) Q.—Does it not require unnsual skill to

A —Tt requires unusual skill to be a satisfac-
tory shorthand writer in any capacity. A quick |

- usually skilful in the use of his tools ; but there

¢ : are times when the temper of the best of clerks
- give satisfaction as a short hand clerk—say to ! !
i

i long and involved sentences.

cheerfulness, courage, and vim—these arc only
a very few of the characteristics of a skilful .
shorthand writer, But our questioner mistakes
the work of shorthand clerks, They are not
required to take down conversations, but to
write letters and documents from the dictation
of somce person who will gencrally tone down
his speed of utterance to the capacity of the
stenographer.  With a good-natured chief, the
clerk’s work is reasonably easy if he be even

will be tried by hasty or muffled utterance, or
It requires un-
usual skill to render intelligible some of the sen-
tences dictated by inexperienced chiefs-—for dic
tation is an artonly to be acquired by study
and practice, and when the dictator is ** green
the ‘clerk has a trying time of it.

Vhonograghiz Gossip.

N

CANADA.

Mr. E. E. Horrox is the happy father of a
bouncing baby boy.

Mr. W. H. Hiceixs, editor of the Whithy
Chronicle, reports speeches for his own paper in
& shorthand of his own invention.

THE matters in dispute between Mr. C. H.
MeIntosh, of the Ottawa Citizen, and Mr. T. J,
Richardson, the former contractor for Hansard,
in reference to the payment for the reporting of
the Commons debates, are being settled by a
Receiver appointed by the Court of Chancery.

Mr, F. W. WopkLL has disposed of his inter-
esi in the Forest Adviser, as joint publisher,
and has accepted a position in the establish-
ment of the publishers of the Waiter. The
magazine will profit by this latest addition to
the ever-increasing staff. Mr. Wodell writes
Benn Pitman’s system.

Trr Debates of the Senate, reported, edited
and published by A. and G. C. Holland, have
been issued in the usual book form. The index
and table of contents are very carefully com-
piled. These are important features in a work
of this kind. Of the reporting, it is only ne-
cessary to say that it is done in the best style
of the art, of which the Mesars., Holland are
masters.

M=. HernerT Burrows, & young and promis-
ing phonographer from Napanee, has secured
a position as shorthand clerk in the law office
of Measrs. Fergueon, Bain, Gordon & Shepley.
Mr. Burrows’s father is School Inspector in
Napanee district, and has the honor of having
introduced to the phonographic world Mr. E. E.
Horton, Superior Court Reporter, and of having
guided up the hill of learning the youthful foot-
steps of Mr. Albert Horton—a transeript of
whose notes appears in this issue.

UNITED STATES.

Pror. C. L. Martiy teaches shorthand in a
Quingcy, I1l., school.

The full account of Harry P, Comegys’ suicide
at Topeka, Ka., came too late for this number.

Mr. John Gray, court reporter, Chicago, is
on a vacation. The rest of the profession is
scattered over the country,

Mr. Alfred Gregory, late of the Grand Trnnk
Railway, is stenographer to the  Purchasing
Agent of the C. B. & Q. Railway, Chicago.

A correspondent writes that he heard on the
street that Mr, Dement, Sr., a Chicago court
reporter, recently wrote 300 words of testimony
in a minute, '

James E. Munson, law stenographer, and au-
thor of Practical Phonography, has removed |
to more commodious premises in the 7'ribune .
building, New York City. :

Mr. Daniel Fritts, stenographer to Messrs. :
Brunswiek & Balky, billiard manufacturers, |
Chicago, died suddenly. He was much respected
by all who knew him. |

Mr, J. W. Fortune has left the Detroit, Mack- .
inac and Marquette Railway, and is now chief ,
clerk and Secretary to the Manager of the :
Chicago and Grand Trank Railway Company. :

MaLvery McCLure eommitted suicide recently
in Carrollton, 1ll., by shooting himself through |
the head. He had been studying very assidu-
ously at shorthand, but whether that had any- !

thing to do with his mental derangement was |
not proven at the inquest. I

TEE average speaker uses 120 words a minute. i
John Sherman once delivered a speech at the |
i average of 170 words & minute, and Benn Pit-

nan reported it so plainly in phonography that I
his wife copied the signs into longhand without

having heard a word of it. §

- oo e 7 e 5 2
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thHE annual meeting of the New York State
' ; orthand Association will be held at Syra-
O'flse._N. Y., commencing on Thursday, the 19th

.9 this month, A cordial invitation is extended
8l phonographers of the United States and

- °Bnads.  Headquarters will be at the Vander-
t House. The first day will be devoted to
Vsiness, and the second day to social pleasure.

Mr. James E. Munsox writes that, owing to
ab“ie"ere attack of rheumatism, he has not beep
" € 0 attend to business since May. He is|
ell now, however, and hard at work. He

“ared he should have to forego his trip to
wi'_‘ﬂ-du this summer beeause of his sickness,

f butmh has put his business very much behind,
I mo, he thinks he may come over late this
" lm:h or early in September. Canadian dis-
) Ples and many friends. We extend to Mr.

;pr:"“‘m our sympathy in his sufferings, ex-
: 0“_ our joy at the prospect of his visit to this
Minion and prowise him a hearty reception,

-
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FOREIGN.

Mg. TroMas, the editor of the Phonographer’s
Herald, is dissecting Isaac Pitman’s new dic-
tionary.

A Mg. Houxrt, of Bristol, has issued a system
of shorthand which may be learned in a couple
of months.

One of the Yth Lancers, in Afghanistan,

amuses himself by teaching shorthand to his
fellow soldiers. : :

Isaac Pitman, in the Phonetic Journal, has
adopted & system of semi-phonography. It is
intended as a stepping-stone to his * pure” style
of reformed spelling.

The late General Election made a busy time
ior shorthand writers.
Manchester, estimates that 2,000 phonographic
reporters were employed in note-taking through-
out the United Kingdom. Mr. GLapSTONE said
“the reporting was admirably done.”

Exitarial Notes.

——ri—

mP"‘RTIL'ULm attention is drawn to the adver- |
sﬁ“ our Shorthand Employment Bureau.
cond page of cover.,

: politzél‘},‘fe receivel a poem entitled ** Cosmo-
Siop.s after the style of Longfellow’s ¢ Excel- |
holq ; 8 there may be more to follow, we will

-and ¢, Over that a comparison may be made

W © best one will be published.
[}

Scrimiga"? concluded the pur chase of the sub-
B koneun ‘113‘5 and good will of the well-known
in the I§ Magazine—the oldest shorthand journal ;
8. B, wited States-—from its late publisher, Mr.
ﬂolidatel:lg t, of Oskaloosa, Iowa, and will con-
R with the SnorTiaxn WRITER,
v,

who ha:"br:e.
:‘;Tufque of

Bt of the

¢ i L et

D. Bridge, of Fast Pepperell, Mass.,
N A phonographer since 1854, sends
Mr.t 'I’:nkney’s forms in his tran-

€ i article on ‘** Hansard” (page 44).
whigomts Out several words and conﬂ?inga.tion)s
- Tuleg g (eia-“ers, are not in accordance with the
- sha]] publ’f‘ﬂham’s Standard Phonography. We
: ish Mr. Bridge’s letter in next number.

o It .
: Bhort}:aquesh?*}ﬂbl? whether the profession of
' Vertiging iownm]g_ls improved by students ad-
. Seventy T Positions when they can write only
ible . e16hty words per minate. It is im-
0 satisfactory work at that speed,

3 E’g&-‘.ﬂble to d
= th 1
ard Ofﬂseowho attempt it only lower the stand-
aceeptaah;e th eserving men. No one should
Unlesg he ca,rn an.‘l Pposition with salary attached
- Per mingye Write at least one hundred words
' o0 2uT goog
. C8Td writte,
. Years of age af
N

Iriend Fortune sends us a postal
in t':;!hnrtha,n.cl by a printer's boy 16
“; studying phonography for 3

€ print a fac-simile of the card

on page 37, omitting, however, the name of the
writer, lest injury be done to native modesty,
which is such & rare virtue as to call for spe-
cial protection. The phenographic forms are
as full of grace and beauty as the whole produe-
tion is of playfulness.

Human ingenuity is frequently devoted to
singular purposes of a not very useful descrip-
tion. At the Dusseldorf Exhibition, a member
of the Rhenish and Westphalian Stenographic
Society exhibits & German postcard containing
Voss's translation of the first three books of
Homer’s * Odyssey’”” and part of a very long
debate which recently took place in the Ger-
man Imperial Parliament., The number of
words in the extract of the ** Odyssey” iz 11,000,
while in the parliamentary debate the number
is 22,000. The whole of the 33,000 words have
been written in the Gabelsberg system of short-
hand and with the naked eye. The quantity of
matter in this German shorthand and manu-
script would be equal to what is eontained in
about twelve cotumns of the New York Sur set
in solid agate type.

The late Henry J. Raymond, in the early
days of his career, before the era of telegraphy,
was sent to Boston to report one of Websater’s
speechies. Rival city journals alse despatched
their reporters, each selecting their best short-
hand man to work against Mr. Raymond.
After the speech had been delivered, the New
York reporters took the night boat, and all,
except Mr. Raymond, enjoyed themselves as
well as they could. Raymond, however, sat
quietly in a back cabin and was observed to be
writing furiously. Upon examination it was
discovered he had a fully-equipped printing

Mr. Henry Pitman, of :
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oftice in hig cabin.  His manuscript was taken ;
page by page by the compositors, set up imme- :
diately, and upon the arrival of the boatin New
York, ut five o’clock in the morning, Mr. Ray-
mond's report, making several columns of the
Times, was all in type. These columns were
put into the form at once, and at six a full re-
port of Duniet Webster's speech was sclling like |
wild-tive on the streets,

A leading articie in L'Unite Stenoyray-hique
for February treats of the extended ure of short-

" hand among the military, and of its special im-
. portance in war oftices. And war is the great
thought and care of all the nations of Kurope.
Prussia, bloated with conquest, goes on making

| yet greater preparations in weapons, in system,
and in subjecting every man over 13 to years of
drill, which makes of im as perfect a machine
as they make of their iron and steel. Al the
- other nations are obliged to prepare and hold
" themseives prepared for an avalanche of this mass
of havoe. In actual service a single minute of -
. gain or loss of time or movement may be decisive. :

: Exactitude is above everything a requisite. The !
. general must give orders briefly, hastily and in
all directions; his aides take them down in
shorthand and fly with them to their address.
* His information as to movements ou the field |
; comes to him in the same way, sure and prompt. |
' The wires of the telegraph or telephone may be :
cut by the enemy, but stenography aids even
the lightning to do its work in tine, and pre-
vent the consequences of orders arriving too late.
- Coneision and secrecy of character are two quali-
! ties of the mystic symbols that are invaluable :
| in actnal service.

| Some observations made lately by the Scien-
! tific American in connection with its account of
" the great improvement and revolution in tele-
graphy by the substitution of Faradic machines
for the vast array of batteries hitherto used in
the great oftices, go to shew that in the cominy .
age of wire, stenography will be one of the
most useful agents as adjunct to the telephone
" and telegraph. Iven now, in the great centres
of intelligence, news must go to pressso quickly |
that the stenographer cannot take time to tran-
: seribe his notes. In lien of sending one short-
. hand reporter to take the notes of an important
" speech or discussion, a whole staff is sent under
" direction of a chief, often as many as ten to fif-
. teen. One writes for five, or, perhaps, ten minutes
~when, at a signal, a second moves his pencil,
| econtinuing the notes while the first withdraws

' to a side room and reads his in the mouthpicce
" of a telephone, at the other end of which, in the
. printing office, a compositor sets up the matter
i from the reporter’s lips; before he has done,
. and read his type back to the reporter for verifi-
| cation, other wires and compositors are engaged,
| and No. 1 presently returns te take his turn
‘ again in catching the speaker’s words.

i Ever-circulating magazines, which have,
| through many years, been so usefully employedin
¢ England as & means of mutual improvement
i and friendly correction among students, seem to
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be searcely known in France. The stenographic .

periodieals there are giving interesting aceounts

of their management, and of their constantly :

inereasing extension.

In the United States, ! |

although the post ofitce authorities borrowed the | -

term ‘¢ phonograpliec paper” from the British
postal regulations as one of the items allowed to
pass as third class matter (for the benefit of |

i home students), they would never allow eircu- |

lating magazines, written in phonography, to
pass at less than letter rates. They scem at
last to be ashamed of this oppression on the
Inrge class of poor bul ardent, aspiring stu-
deuts who live in secluded country homes, and
cannot meet or see any fellow students, or gain
such help in the “ine of study they desire to pur-
suc. Many eircuinting magazines are now going .
the rounds through the States. If the conduetor °
takes the preeaution to have all the paper uni- :
form, and with a printed heading showing its :
title and “ students’ essays,” ** no personal cor-
respondence,” it is now ailowed to pass. In.
England, neat covers, like those used for the

. better sort of diaries, form the wrapper; but '

acrossthe linesa cireular envelope is mostly used. :

The careful observer will find many curious |
blunders and ‘¢ solecisms’ in the NEWSpApErs |
of the day. Upon a hasty glance over a few |
reeently, we discovered some choice gems. |

i * With every edition we send out more or less ;

sample copies,” writes an editor who has gone :
through college and obtained an education,—
“more or less.”  The same author writes, - We !
were once knowing to a case where,” ete., etc. '
This is evidence that he is a ** knowing” editor, :
whatever his education may have been. Similar
to this construction is the following sentence
from a High Church paper whose editors are
supposed to have studied English prose writing :
—*On the question of the New Constitution
attempted to be browylt in, & number of insuper-
able objections present themseclves.”” In the

: BRINE Daper appears an announcement by an

insurance company which states that * No
winister, espeeially those with « family, should |
be withont an insurance against accident.”
If the agents of this company handle ministers |
as carelessly as they do the Queen’s English,

the ministers need insurance against accident
2t the hands of the insurance company. The |
learned and classic editor of the Canadian Spec-
tutor used this expressionrecently :— % A minis-
ter should be a little abreast of his people, Lut
not very much.” This is surely a slovenly use
of language. Examples such as the foregoing
are quite common, and the critical reader may
discover scores of them. We have noted these '
because all {except the insurance advertisement)

are slips of clerical pens, afd such * clerical

errors’” are almost unpardonable when the .
standard of ministerial education is so high.
Words are tools, and those who live by their use
should know liow to use themn properly. Short-
hand writers and newspaper reporters can see
readily how intimately this subject is related
to their own work. and they may take valnable |
hints from theexposure of the above peculiarities, .
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THE VOWEL POSITIONS.

AN ASPIRANT FOR PHONOGRAPHIC HONORS.
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C‘\ 7 B ~—

PROF. A. MELVILLE ‘BELL, F.RS.S.A

Biographical Sketch of the Eminent Phonetician,
Author and Inventor.

e MUY NT e

22 W)
\“""1 r ‘1{; "'\/ \. @ T

STCIEAR S S

DRV PRI

~NCTE Y.

F\ﬁm

L...{ ‘} mr\,\_\, 4

T\ P.L.\
’\, vk e DY

y -

o ¥

EESFEFROTIN S

\"\\_/
3 e A Y R A

.,\,.\n/ g}

“’\../l_&._,, { *1‘(«4

T ‘7‘/\(’ - S \":'\"‘-{}

L — &.Dkvx

v C\/“ \1/'\»-\-* (‘m(\- Av\]f{-‘/
R

e b LA 54 W DUV
\7 \‘V’LV"‘ .fl}d’;\:

tl')«»/-'],‘-\-f/\hp.w i
T TV

\"TJ\/LEW(-

7 TN~ bRV
L\ TR ) M
'/m|\1""1/&\” %
cx b,
/“\. L VAl % a\u
\a,-yv—‘lz"

°E A0 0y

B T

CF " fg

{
Ny Vi
L' E..,‘x [ ~
'5,&/\/ ‘- "




pr——

oL NN L e
M’JW:/)\‘r
\o‘,:ﬁ-——}i. (_]\1(1&-2.
AN S ATl
- “"'/'—;.\N,/-)f
A A NS
(\.r"7‘c.-a~—.-/"/\k
Floos « (L o AN
‘Tz//’l/'{""?'/vk
N - Ly

S

Y

O}QI,\/\;A

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED SHORTHAND WRITER. 61
STENOGRAPHIC MATTERS IN FRANCE. -
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‘SHORTHAND IN MILITARY CIRCLES )

FROTRSBIONALS TAKING NOTRS.
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. THE VARIOUS SYSTEMS.

itten in Graham's Standard Phonography.
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Leahes fram Repsrters’ fote Books.

FACSIMILE OF REPORTING NOTES OF ALBERYT HORTON, OF THE CAKADIAN HANSARD STAFF, WRITTEN IN
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