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— O s

“ 1 am the lizlst of the world.,”
“ Preach the Gospel to every creature,”—Jrses,

APRIL, 1565.

PAUL'S DETERMINATION TO PREACH CHRIST
AND HIM CRUCIFIED.

When Puul first went among the Corinthians as God's ambas-
sador, to upen their eyes; and to turn them from darkness to
light, aud from the power of Satan vntv Goed, he tells us that he
determined to know nothing wameng thunm save Jesus Christ
and him crucified. e preached Christ in his person, and
Christ in his work. e found cnough in Christ to beautify and
gladden his own scul, and it was his great object to make him
known to uthers. No doubt Paul preached Christ as a Divine
Saviour, a loving, living, reigning Redeemer. e procluimed
him as laving, in his obedience until death on the eross,
painted & true likeness of the character of God, made atuncument
for sin, and thus as having opened the way to God and to purity.
The eress is the distinguishing glory of Christianity. It was
prefigured Ly the types aud sacrifices of the old ceunumy.  The
Lord’s supper points back to it. Itis the greatest display of
Divine love which bas been given to the universe. It is the
fullest pruvision fur the spiritual wants and moral maladies of
man.  Some in modern times preach o cold, dry, lifiless morality,
rather thon the cross of Jesus. Paul preached the eross as the
best means of promoting true morality. Puaul gloried in the cross, and
he gloried in preaching the cross.  When the first missivnarics to
Greenland first made known to the people of that arctic land the love
of God in the gift of Jesus to die for sinners, effeets were produced
which did not follow the abstract teaching about God and his attri-
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butes, which they previously employed to produce conversions.
We take Paul as a model preacher. Tle possessed in un ¢minent
degree the mind of Jesus. It would be well for ministers to
follow him as he followed Christ. This was lmpressed on the poet
Cowper, when he sung :—
¢ Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul,

Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own,

Paul should himself direct me : I would trace

His master-stroker, and draw from his design.

I would express him simple, grave, sincere ;

In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain,

And plain in manner; Jecent, solemn, chaste,

And natural in gesture ; much jimpressed

Himself, as conscious of his awful charge,

And anxious mainly tbat the flock he feeds

May feel it too ; affectionate in look,

And tender in address, as well becomes

A messenger of peace to guilty men.”

1. This determination to preach Jesus Christ and him erucified
does not imply ‘hat Paul ignored science and literature, and
laid an interdict on the outzoings of the huwan intellect in their
study and pursuit. The religion of the eross has irequently
been charged with being the enemy of scienee and literature.
Infidels have sometimes spoken as if they thought those who
occupicd their minds with religion incapable of such studies.
Nor do we deny that a zeal for Christianity has sometimes been
allied to a jealousy of literary and scientific pursuits. There
is a false philosopby: men may make wrong uses even of trac
philosophy ; and some, not distinguishing properly between the
true and the false in philosophy, between the use and the abuse
of philosophy, have condemmued it entirely. But the religion of
Jesus is not to blame for any of the mistakes of those who pro-
fess i, We deny that there is any antagonism hetween the
cross of Christ and science and literature, properly pursued.
Some of the greatest literary and scientific men have been humble

. recipients of the influence of the cross. Paul himsclf was an
accomplished scholar, as his writings testify. He was a master
both of the art of rcasoning, and of the art of persuasion.
True he speaks against a philosophy; but it was a philosophy
« falscly so called.” We regard Paul as speaking like a herald of
the Gospel, when he says, he determined to know nothing among
the Corinthians, but Christ and him erucified, and that his speech
and his preaching were not with enticing words of man'’s wisdom,

N — — | —
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but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. To Jo lis
work, in this eapacity, he could usc no other weapon than the
doctrine of the cross.

2. It does not imply that he dispensed with the exercise of his
reasoning powers and taught men only what he knew about the
cross, requiring them to embrace it without hesitation, question,
or demur. There are mysteries in the Bible which we must
receive as true witheut calling them in question, just because God
reveals them. But as God’s truth is reasonable, and God's ser-
vice a reasonable service, ministers must, from every available
source, and especially from the seriptures, prove the grand truths
which men cught to belicve. The truths of the gospel, though
plain, are not known by intwition. ~The minister must cxer-
cise his reasoning powers, that he may dig them from the rich mine
of the scriptures; and certainly it is proper, that he exhilit to
his fellow-men, the cvidence that they are what they «re, and the
grounds on which they are to be believed. Indeed God himself
in dealing with man calls on him to reason with him: “ Come now,
let us reason together, saith the Lord, though,” &e. Is. i 18,
Paul reasoned with the men of Athens. At Fphesus, he dis-
puted daily in the school of one Tyrannus; he dizputed and
persuaded the things concerning the kingdom of God. No
onc can read the Acts of the Apostles without secing that the
early preachers of the cross reasened out of the seriptures. show-
ing that Jesus was the Christ.  Paul’s cpistles are master-picees
of reasoning. The use of all this reasoning with men is seen
when we consider that many are opposed to the gospel. There
must be reasoning, and persuasion too, that they may be brought
to Christ.

3. It docs not mean that Paul dwelt always on the doetrine
of the cross to the exclusion of everything else. The entire
Bible is not the Gospel. The Gospel is a truth contained in the
Bible. Now we maintain that, as it is the key-stone in the arch
of divine truth,—that truth by the light of which all others are
distinetly scen,—the truth which saves the soul,—it should reccive
great prominence. No sermon should be without it; while it
should be the special object of most sermons to exhibit and
press it home on men’s minds. Still there are many other truths
in the Bible which require elucidation and exhibition. There
are precepts, promises, doctrines, threatenings, historiccl facts,
indeed many things connccted with Christian experience,~-all
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clustering around the cross as their central luminary, Al these
should he exhibited aceording to their relative importance. We
find Panl pursuing this practice in Jus cpistles,  In them a
great variety ol themes is discussed, and yot the) cross 35 the
eentre of them all—the theme he glovies s, He declared to
the Bphestang, that he had not shunned to declae unto them
the whole counsel of God.  And the burden of his exhortations
to Timothy and Titus.—young ministers to whom he writes, —is
that they should, in this respect, follow his example. Tt was
when Paul came to the Corinthians first of all, that he determined
«know nothing among them, save Jesus and his eross.  Dut
nc was accustomed to make known ¢ wisdom,” “ the deep things
of God,” to these who were advanced in the divine life and
matured in christian experience.  Ifc indeed complains, that the
Corinthians were carnal, so that he could not feed them with
“strong meat,” but had to speak to them “as unto habes in Christ,”
~—had still to feed thew with mitk. e desired Christians to ad-
vance in their knowledge of divine things.

T'his consideration cnables us to understand what Paul means
when he says, *“the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of' God.” 1 Cov.ii. 1L, “The things of the spirit of
God” are “the deep things of God,” the “wisdom” which he
spoke among those who were perfect.  The natural man cannot
understand these things, beeause they are spiritually discerned.
But this does not mean that the carnal or natural man cannot
understand the gloriously simple gospel.  Beeause the deep things
of God can be understood only by spiritual men, Paul preached
the gospel to sinners, which is so simple, that a child can under-
stand it, and in which the way-faring man, though a fool, need
not err, and by the faith of which the enrnal man becomes a
spiritual man.  The Corvinthians, though they had received the
gospel, exhibited sad evidences of cavnality, and Paud still needed
to feed them with milk,—the simple truth about Jesus.

4. This determination jmplies in the apostle himself a know-
Jedge of Christ and his cross, submission to him as Lord, and
experience of the humbling and purifying influences which that
kunowledge yields. Sinee 1t was the grand object of the apostie’s
life to magnify Christ in the estimation of his fellow-men, he
himself must have known Christ, must have heen devoted to his
cause, must have sujoyed his grace; otherwise he could not have
performed the duties of an ambassador of Christ. Paul did
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know Jesus,  Tle knew the power of Christ’s eross.  He counted
all things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Cluist
Jesus, his Lord, for whom he suffered the loss of all things; and so
valuable was Christ in his estimation, that he regarded himself
ag an unspeskable gainer in giving up all for his sake.

T'he plain inference from this is—indeed it is not an inference,
it is stating the same thing in another way—that a minister
should be a converted man.  If he is not, it is the blind leading
the blind. Tt is important that he be properly educated; it may
be important that he be cloquent; but that he be eonverted is
indigpensable.  Alast it is to be feared that many wndertake
the duties of this solemn officc who are strangers to the power
of the cross, whatever they may have got {rom the schools.
This we regard as one reason why there is so much mercly nom-
inal Christianity in christendgm.

O minister of Christ, be a man of picty and prayer. Like
Paul, Iet the mind that was in Jesus, with respect to the souls of
men, be in you. In secking men’s reconciliantion to (od. he
determined to preach Chvist and him crucified.  Huave confidence
in God ; and in the Gospel, as God’s appointed instrument, for
converting men—the moral implement which he wishes you to
use in cultivating the ficld of the world. Live near the cross;
imbibe the spirit which Christ manifested, in his death on the
cross, for sinners, Preach the cross, Ilide yovrsell hehind it
in all your ministrations. Thus will you truly be a co-worker
with the divine Spirit; who takes of the things of Jesus, and
shows them unto men; in turning them from sin to rightcousncess;
from the world to God; und from hell to heaven. A

REASONS “wWIHY CHRIST AND HOIM CRUCIFIED
SHOULD BE THE THEME OF TIIE PREACHING
OF THE IERALDS OF TIE GOSPEL.

1. Ministers should unflinchingly and constanily cxhibit the
cross, because Christ and him crucified afford the truest and
brightest exhibition of the character of God on which men cun
gaze.

One important branch of the minister's duty is to make God
known. Zion is exhorted to lift up her voice with strength, to
have no fear, and to say unio the ecities of Judah, * Behold your
God.” Paul recognized this as his mission to the men at Athens,



90 THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

He said to them, “Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all
things ye are too superstitious, for as I passed by and beheld
your devotions, I found an altar with this inseription—To the
CUal:nown God. 'Whom  therefore ye ignorantly -worship, him
deelare I unto you,” Acts xvii. 22, 23.  JMen know not God ; and
therefore if ministers are to meet men’s wants, they must be able
to point them to some true exhibition of his character.

We have said that men know not God. Theyhave wandered
into gross darkness in referenee to his character. Prompted by
their innate desire to worship, they have made to themselves lords
many and gods many, whose characters are just the embodiments
of their own cvil passions; by worshipping which, depraved
man has rushed into a darker and decper depravity. As
fallen, men do not know God so as to love him, and honour and
serve him, *

But a glorious moral luminary has arisen upon us with healing
in his rays. Christ is the sun of righteousness the light of
the world. The glory of God shines in his face. He is the
brightness of his Kather’s glory, and the express image of his
person.  This he himself taught, for he says, ¢ He that seeth me,
ceeth him that sent me; he that believeth in e, believeth not
on me, but on him that sent me.”

Now, as Christ is the image of the invisible Ged. what is un-
folded in him with respect to God’s character? We sce the
wisdom and the power of God in Christ; but these are natural
perfeetions. It is more especially the raoral character of God
regarding which man needs illumination. Jesus Christ reveals
the love of God. Indeed the plan of mercy, which was exceuted
by Christ, and consummated in his erucifixion, had its origin in
the cverlasting love of God. “God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotton Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  John iii. 16,
TUnsolicited, Gol gave Christ to man; who instead of blessings, on
account of his unprovoked rcbellion against God and black in-
cratitude towards him, deserved the direst curses. We measure
love by the value of the gift bestowed, and the sacrifice which
the aonor makes to hestow it upon us. Who ean estimate the
worth of Jesus? IIe is priecless. And who ecan understand
the sacrifice the Father made in not sparing him, but delivering
him up to suffering and death for us all ? for God loves his Son
with infinite complacency. Jesus is divine. And, O what lov

.
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to man must there bein his heart ; when he not only became man,
but stooped to be-ome a servant,—iea—to die the puainful and
shameful death of the ecross for us. Christ hanging on the tree
for human transgression; his hands and feet nailed to it every
limb quivering with the acutest anguish; patiently, like # lamb
dumb before her shearers, subwmitting to the eruelties and indiz-
nities heaped upon him by the tumultuous rabble; the bloud and
water streaming from his spear-pierced sitie; that bitler ery, which
threw into bewilderment those who beard it, as they did not eom-
prehend the depths from which it came, nor its mport—* My
God, my God, why hast thou forsuken me, " —is the most wondrous
exhibition of self-sacrificing love on which man or angel can gaze.
Love unfathomed and unfathomable, unuttered and wnutterable,
is scen in the cross. Here is a glorious refutation of Satun’s lie.
Here is the unveiling of the Deity.

O then must not the minister, as he wishes men to know and
be happy in God, preach Chuist crucificd? For the illumination of
the human spirit, in regard to God, one ray from the cross isx worth
more than all the light which ean be brought from any uther quar-
ter whatever.

Do you wish to know God, my hearer ? Come to the Cros-.

2.—Christ and IIim crucified, known und belicoed in, briny
¢he soul into a state of reconciliation with God.

Man, as fallen, is estranged from God. Men are alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance that is in them. They do not
enjoy his friendship.  Fis sweet and gracious swile dves not glad-
den their hearts,  They rather regard him as their cnemy,  They
find fault with him as if he had done them some injury. But
here they are wrong. God is not their cnemy; they are his enc-
mies : for ¢ the carnul mind is enmity against God.” God always
loved them, loves them still, rebellious though they are. How vther-
wise can we explain the gift Christ Jesus ? Not that God is pleased
with their sins, This vannot be: for God is purity itsclf. He
loves their souls, has no pleasure in their death, and yearns for their
return to his favour and smile; and this is the reeonciliativn of
man to God.

This is another end the minister must seck to accomplish by
his preaching. It is the great end he must seck as regards the
unsaved. Paul says,—that he and his fellow labourers were mnlassa-
dors of Christ for thisvery purpose,—that in Christ’s stead, they be-
sought men ¢ be ye reconciled unto God.’ ¢ The preaching of the cross’
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is the method of accomplishing this end as far as the preacher is
concerned. For he exhibits the ground of reconciliation thus: “ For
he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be
made the rightcousness of God in him.” 2 Cor.v.21. 1le speaks
also of’ “ being reconciled to God by the death of his Son.”

ITow does the knowledge of  Christ and Ilim crucified ’ bring
the soul into a state of reconciliation with God ?~That the soul be
reconciled to God it must be brought to know him. Ignorance of
God keeps man at a distance from him. Now the cross unfolds
the everlusting love of Giod to man, and gives him true conceptions
of his character. DBut there is morc than this in the cross of
Jesus.  8in has separated between the soul and God; and God’s
holiness as a frowning barrier prevents the siuner’s approach to God's
heart, unless there be some way whereby it may be forgiven, or
some revelation of God, as propitious. Man has wandered from
God: and his wanderings have not heen guiltless.  ITe has turned
into his own way; and incurred the righteous displeasure of God
by his sins. e is under wrath. Just as without a propitiation
for sin, man’s return to God’s bosom must be everlastingly for-
bidden, so we cannot explain the mysterious agonies of Jesus in
the garden and his woful sufferings on the cross otherwise than by
regarding them as propitiatory. Ah! the nails pierced his hands
and his feet, but more bitter nails held him to the tree.  Qur sins
nailed him there. Anditis in his submitting to suffer the Just
for the unjust that he might bring us to God, that the love of God
is seen.

Here then we have the ground of reconciliation. We departed
from God. This did not change his love toward us into hatred.
He loves us still : and that there might be a way back to his fa-
vour, he most generously gave his own Son to die for us.

There is no other ground of reconciliation. There is salvation
in no other than Jesus. “There is no other name given under
heaven among men whereby we must be saved.” Man cannot cx-
piate his own guilt. Iis repentance, however sincere, will not do
for an expiation. O then must not the minister, to he suceessful,
preach Christ and him erucified ?

Fellow-sinner, this reconciliation is the thing you need to make
you happy. Come to Christ crucified: it takes place when you
rest your eye on the cross.

3.—Christ and him crucified Tnown and believed in arc the
grand means of purdy.,
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The wminister of Christ sustains a relation to the world. Tle
should exhibit God's love in Christ to men, as the ground on
which they are to be forgiven and aceepted by God.  But he also
sustaing an important relation to the childven of God.  IIe should
feed them with wholesome fond ; for, according to the spiritunl
strength and piety of the saints for whom and with whom he la-
bours, has his preaching weight on the world.

Now it is at this point that many, even among Christians, sup-
pose that there should be a departure from the cross.  They re-
regurd it as the thing for the unsaved; but they imagine that the
saint cannot be built up on his most holy faith, cannot inerease in
piety, unless he cccupy his.amind with other and higher truths. I
geant that there ave many truths in the Bible fitted to edity the
Christian.  There are promises te comfort him; preeepts poiuting
out to him the path of duty, threatening to deter him from woing
out of the king's highway iutoany by path disclusures, of the glory
yet to be rovealed, to animate him to holier deeds.  But whence do all
these Jderive their power ? From the cross.  Iow are they most
beautifully secen? By the light of the cross. And morcover the
Cross itsell is the grand instrument of sanctification. It is the
power of God unte sanctification. ITence Jesus prays ¢ Sanctify
them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” He says to hix dis-
ciples, “ Now ye arcelean through the word which.I have spoken
unto you.” Xlenee Paul besceches the Corinthians not to depart
from the simplicity thatis in Christ. Justas Sutan got man away
from God in the garden of Jiden, so is it still his object to get
men away from the eross. Bub the gospel is not a worn out in-
strwment. It is not an obsolete thing. It is as sharp as ever, to
cut the ligaments of evil habits which bind sin to the soul. While
the cross of Christ is so simple that the wayfaring man can un-
derstand it, it has heights and depths, where the intellects of
angels may for ever soar and dive; lengths and breadths to traverse
which, though they wing their way with telegraphic swiftness,
they will require cternity. Reader, if you are erying out for some-
thing clse than the Gospel, it is an indication that your soul is in
an unhealthy state. Rather cawh the spirit of cherubim and
seraphim, and gaze with wond r on the mysteries of redeeming
love. The cross purifics the soul, as it unfolds not only the love,
but also the purity of God. We have already spoken of the love
of God as scen in the cross. ITis purity is scem in the hitter
agonics and death of Jesus, Our sins were imputed to Jesus

.
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II. Twre them. And surely had it been possible for God to have
Towered the requirements of low and justice that he as the righ-
tecus Ruler of the universe might be propitiated, he would have
duue su when his well-beluved Son was the vietim, But no: even
Jesus must pay to the uttermost farthing. No one ean eon-
tensplate God's love and purity as thus seer in the eross—love
fredly giving, and holiness cxacting ; and both cimbracing cach other :
Tove zratificd and loliness satisficd—without expericncing the moss
po“eliul sanctifying influences.

Then the minister must exhibit the vross even to the people
of God,

t.—Christ and IFim crucified wsc the bost means of consvlation
to the eliever.

Nune are esempt from trials in this world. Daring the week
Clui~tins have many things to annvy them, cven when their
worlly eircumstinces are most prospervus. 'l]u,) come to the house

Cof Giud on the Sabbath, and what do they sv much need as conso-
latiun? True, they need to be warnedagainst worldly-mindedness,
le~t tamptation draw them aside, they need to be stirred up to dis-
cluge all their dutics properly in the relations they sustain,  Bug
still there is nothing they need more than consolativn. And a
Cl.ristian will be better fortified against worldliness and the inroads
of tumptation, and better preparcd for bis dutics by true consola-
tion than perhaps in any other way. Then he feels the practical
warth of the religion of Jesus, and is constrained to do all he can
for his Saviour. It brings into excreise the gratitude of the soul,
one of the most potent spnnws of action within us.

Now the cross of Christ is abundantly fitted to eonsole the be-
licver. O what rich streams of consolation flow from the Cross!
Is the Christian enduring bodily afliction ? IIow is he eomforted
when he thinks that Jc\us without repining, endured sufferings
unatterably dreadful, and endured thes, when he deserved them
not, fur man, O in "the li; sht of the cruss, he sees clearly that he
desurves sufferings far more > dreadful than he is enduring, and that
they must have fllen, with all their accumulated forec upun him,
hud it not been for the agonies of the cross. Has the spirit of
the Christian been ruffied and chafed by the coldness and sclfish-
ness of a harsh and unfecling world 2 O what so well fitted to hush
the tumults of passion, tv l.xy the svul in huwble confidence at
Gud’s fect, as a view of Him, who, when he was reviled, reviled
nut again; "when he suffered, threatened not, but committed him-
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self unto him that judgeth rightcously. Is the soul assaulted
with most puwerful t mptations ? Dues the Christian come to the
bouse of Gud un the Subbath, his soul in perfuet agitation, through
the raging of evil desires which he wishes not to gratify, and yet
knows nut how to get rid of 2 What is so adapted to calm und sub-
due him, aud to deliver him fro.. the power of temptativa, asa
sight of Jezus, vvercoming all his spiritual foes, even in his death
triumphing o.or principalities and powers! Thus we see that the
cross is admirably fitted to console.

Christian, luve the eross more than ever! Sit beneath its hal-
lowing shade. Strive to get as elose it as possible.

Unsuved hearer, how great is the love of God to your soul! He
intensely yearns for your return to his favour. The sincerity of
Lis intense yearning is seen in the cross, as it is the means of
rveconcilintivn.,  God likewise sends his messengers to you with the
word of recunciliation, that you may embrace it, and live. Through
the preaching of the gospel, he holds out the seeptre of mcrey to
you, and besecches you to touch it and live for cever. Before
his besceching tones die away, through your removal from them
into the cternal world, and the echoes of them abide in your me-
mory only to embitter your cup of woe, “Be ye reconeiled to God;
for the Lath wade him who knew no sin to be sin for us that we
might be made the righteousness of Ged in him.” A

For the Canadian Day-Star,
A NEW HEART.
How IS IT TG BE OBTAINED ?

“Make you a new heart and a new spirit, for why will ye die,
O house of Tsrael?” (Bzek. xviii 31.) The voice by which
these solemn und pregnant words were spoken was the voice of
God, and they eontain His reply to our question. To many an
inquiring soul, however, these are mysterious words, and conse-
quently, hard to be understood. Some there are in our disjointed
world who lonyz to have a “ new heart”—who long to become heirs
of glory, posscssors of life cternal. And there are not a few,
perhaps, so cager to possess this pearl of great price that they have
“gought it carefully with tears.” This small minority of man-
kind, it may be, look upon the words quoted above as one of the
“dark sayings” of the Divine Spirit, which the natural man
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cannot understand,  Oh !'ifwe could read the life-history of many
a pour crring soul, who had been induced to turn at last and in-
quire the way to Zion, might we not find that, as he pondered
over these words, and saw nothing but mystery, his heavt, full
of sorrow for the past and fear for the future, at last swelled unto
bursting, and his pillow was watered with tears awid the dark-
ness, when none but God was nigh.  But this is the experience
of the few. The many, alas! scem not to eare whether these
words are mysterious or plain,—full of hope, or full of despair.
To hoth classes, they contain a solemn lesson for eternity.  Blessed
are those who learn it!  For the words we are now about to con-
sider form the very kernel of the Divine remonstrance uttered
in the cars of the house of Isracl in days bygone.  And in the
chapter of which these words form a part, God defends the justice
and lenevolenee of Uis dealings with the Isvaclites, and, by im-
plication, with all mankind.

In this paper we mean to confine our atiention to the phrase
“ make you a new heart.”” In this plivase the term “hemt” ie
of chicf importance.  Until we understand its trae weaning, by
examining its seriptural usage. we cannot be in a pasition to in-
terpret the phrase.  And it will be well, by way of centrast, to
look at the meaning generally attached to the term at the present
day.

Sometimes the word ¢ heart” isused in reforence to a particulaz
organ in the body of man. But at present we have to attend to
the meaniug of the word. when used In referenee to men’s spirit-
ual nature. When so used by writers of the present day, it
points almost exclusively to the emotional faculty of the mind
of man—that faculty which is manifested in love and hatred
sorrow and joy, ete. In other words, it has prominent, if not
esclusive, reference to the feelings. Ienee, when we meet with
the term in seripture, we are ever prone o suppose that it refers
to the feelings there also.  But, by such a supposition, w. inevit-
ably miss the true meaning of not a few most important passages,
Tor, not unfrecuently, the term “heart,” in seripture, has a most
prominent, and sometimes an exclusive reference to the intellect
or unf]erstan(ljng—-the thin]\:ing.or l'cnsgning faculty. Dut apart
from its wmmistakable meaning in particular passiges, cousidered
simply as a term, it is exactly equivalent to our term “mind.”
Hence, the same Hebrew term which is translated “ heart” in the
phrase we are now considering, is rendered by the word © mind”
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in various other passages. For example, Solomon says: ¢ A fool
uttereth all his mind (heart), but a wise man keepeth it in till
afterwards.” (Prov. 29, 11 ; sce also, Jerem. 19, 5: Ezek. 38, 10.
cte.) And hence also the word “heart” is used in seripture, some-
times with a prominent, or exclusive, reference to one faculty
of the mind, and sometimes to another. We shall give one or
two examples.

How «trong and unmistakable is the reference to the conscience
in these significant words:—* David’s heart smote him, hecause
he had cut off Saul’s skirt.” (1 Sam. 24, 25.) And again who
can doubt that the reference is to the will in these words :—% And
the Lord God said in his heart, T will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake.”  (Gen. 8, 21.) The term is also used
in_ reference to the emotional faculty, as when it is said by
Job:—“ [ caused the widow's heart to sing forjoy.” (Job 29, 13.)
But the same term also refers as pointedly to the thinking fac-
ulty in many passages. Docs not the Great Teacher Himself say :—
“Qut of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, ete?”  And
wisdom too ‘“erieth at the gates at the entry of the city,” say-
ing:—* O ye simple, understand wisdom, and ye fools, be ye of
an understanding heart.” (Matt. 15, 19. Prov. 8,5.) What do
we eonclude from our investigation ?  Simply this. The word
“heart” may refer in seripture prominently or exclusively to any
faculty of the mind; and the context, or the words with which it
stands immediately connected, can alone determine its true mean-
ing. One thing we learn from the above investigation. Since
the word heart may, and oftentimes does, refer to the thinking
faculty, there ean be no difficulty with such a passage as: “ With
the heart man helieveth unto righteousness.”  No man ever has
believed, or ever can believe, any truth with his feelings. It is
by thinking about it that man is brought to understand, and
believe, and knov, the truth,—the truth which makes him free.

Before entering upon the consideration of the phrase “make
you a new heart,” we ave anxious, dear reader, to bring before
you two important passages which bear dircetly upon the true
interpretation of that phrase.  In the book of Judges, we find it
said of Samson, that he told Delilah all his Zeart, and said unto
her, ¢ There hath not come arazor upon mine head, for T have
been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb; if Ibe shaven,
then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and
be like any other wan.” (Judges, 16, 17.) In this passage, it
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ig beyond the possibility of a doubt,—first, that the phrase “all
his heart” has no reference to the essence or substance of the
heart or mind of Samson; sccond, that it has no refevence what-
ever to his fecling; third, that it does not even refer to all his
thoughts ; but, fourth, that it simply refers to that sceret which
he had hitherto kept from  Delilaly, but which, alas ! he now made
known, telling her that his strength lay in those flowing locks
of hair, which had neither been shorn nor shaven since first they
grew wpon his infant head. He simply told her o7 his thoughts
upon that onc particular theme. Let us now look to the other
passage. In the Acts of the Apostles we find it written that
“when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles” hands
the Ioly Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, give
me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may re-
ceive the Ioly Ghost.” But Poter said unto him, “ Thy money
perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God
may be purchased with money; thou hast neither part nor lot
in this watter, for thy keart is not right in the sight of God.”
Mark, my veader : because the thought of Simon’s herst was wrong,
Peter says to him, “ thy Leurt is not right in the sight of God.”
And he goes on to say to Simon :— Repent therefore of this thy
wickedness, and pray God, i€ perhaps the thought of thine hears
may be forgiven thee.” (Acts 8, 18-22.)

And now we are prepared to consider the phrase “make you
a new heart.”  The context, as we have already said, ean alone
determine the true meaning of the word “ heart” in any particular
passage. And the context of the phrase “maks vou anew heart”
gives forth no uncertain sonnd.  What is the charge made of the
house of Israel against God? They said: “The way of the
Lord is not equal.” That is, “God’s ways or dealings with
them were not according to equality or justice.” These were the
words of the house of Isracl. But what are words? Ave they
not the medium through which the inner thoughts of the mind
are made known? Apparently there is no direet reference to
feeling whatever in the context. It was because the house of
Isracl thought, and consequently said, «“ The way of the Lord is
not equal,” that the solemn remonstrance, contained ia the
cighteenth chapter of Ezekiel, was uttered by the Most High.
The pure and stainless charvacter of Jehovah, resplendent with
the interblending attributes of holiness, justice, goodness, and
truth, had hecome sullied and marred in the heavts of the Israels
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its. They did not think of him as—¢ The Lord, the Lord God,
meeiful, and gracious ; long suffering, and abundant in goodness
ana truth.”  Still less would they bow the knee in reverence
and adoration, and say in thelr heorts: “God is love;” and
“IIs tender mercies are over all Iis works.” So far from so
thinting and so speuking of God, by a perverted interpretation
of saipturc and Providence combined, they theught, and con-
sequently they said: “The way of the Lord is not equal”
And does the response made by God show that it was a matter
of indiffercnce to Him, whether the thoughts of the Tsraclites
regarding IIim were right or wrong? Does it not rather tell,
in language fitted to carry conviction home to the hardest and
most obdurate heart, that there dwells in the heart of our Infinite
Father a holy jealousy with regard to what we,—the prodigal
children of men,—think and say of him? Listen to the solemn
thunder tones in which e hurls back the eharge made against
Him, upon the heads of those who made it; and appeals to their
own judgment in these words:—* & house of Isracl, are not my
“ways equal ? Are not your ways uncqual 2 Therefore I will
“judge you, O house of Isracl, every one aceording to his ways,
“saith the Lord God. Repent and turn yoursclves from all your
“ transgressions ; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away
“from you all your transgressions whereby ye have transgressed,
“and make you a new heart, and a new spirit: for why will ye
“die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death
“of him that dieth, saith the Liord God: whercfore turn your-
“selves and live ye.”” Is it not, dear reader, as if God would
say to the house of Isracl: “ There is mo ground in all my
“ dealings with you upon which to bring such a charge against
“me. Wherefore divorce your present thoughts, and get you
“new thoughts regarding me, and my ways, for why will ye die,
“0 house of Isracl?” And this is in beautiful aceordancc with
other declarations of God in His word. For He says in Isaiah:
“ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrightcous man
his thoughts ; and let him return unto theLord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.” (Isaiah 53, 7.)

Reader, do you think God has any “pleasure in the death of
him that dieth?” Do you think He would have pleasure in your
death? Oh! though I do not, God docs, sec into your very
heart, and He knows what your thoughts are about Himself,
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Since you will grant that God is able to provide salvation for you,
and pardon you, if you think in yowr heurt that Ile is wih-
holding anything whatever neccessary to your salvation,—if vou
think that you arc not weleome now to a full and free salvation,
then, by implication, you declare that itis the pleasure of God's
will that you should die. But God denies it. Therefore, if
these are your thoughts, it is time to *“ make you a ucmhe:u‘h”
Edinburgh.
To be continued.

[ We are sure that our readers will be delighted with the above article
on the new heart, from our beloved brother, Mr. Geddes, in Scetland.
He has promised to send us other articles for our Star, which we shall
be happy to receive. The article on ‘¢ the Uplifted Saviour,” in tae two
first numbers of the present volume, were from his pen. Ilis name was
omitted by an oversight of the printer. M.]

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

In last number, we stated that there must, in the very nature
of things, have been a period in past duration when Jehovah
alone cxisted; and, consequently, his purpose to create the mate-
vial universe, with all its organic and inorganic wonders, was
an act of pure sovercignty. 'We saw also that the actual ereation
of the heavens and the carth was a manifestation of Divine
sovercignty ; because what had no being could not possibly have
the shadow of a claim upon God for cxistence.

We wish now to observe, that Divine sovercignty has been
MANIFESTED IN THE CREATION OF DIFFERENT CLASSES, OR
ORDERS OF INTELLIGENT BEINGS, AND IN INSTITUTING & MORAL
SYSTEM.

God is cternal in His essence, and in all Iis natural aud moral
perfections; this is a fundamental prineiple in theology : and
conscquently the infinitely perfect One, could not have in con-
templation any increase to his own happiness when he resolved
to create.  His happiness, who is from everlasting to cverlasting
God, cannot be either inerecased or diminished by the cxistence
or the non-existewee of the finite and the fallible. IIad he
therefore chosen, Jehovah might have remained for ever alone;
but, being communicative, he did not choose to remain throughout
all coming ages the only moral being in existence.  In his sov-
ercignty, he willed that there should be other moral beings
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besides himself; and accordingly he made will-endowed respon-
sible agents.  He beeame a ruler by giving existence to subjects.
Government,—moral government,—government by motives and
inducements, started into being whenever the rational, the respon-
sille portion of ereation started into being at his bidding.  Iven
God himself was not, and in the nature of things he ¢ .id not
be, a moral governor, till there were moral beings in existence
to govern; and there could be no created intelligences, till he
by @n act of sovercign will, and sovercign power, brought them
into being. To give birth or existence, therefore, to a moral
system, was an act of pure sovercignty. Ie who docth accord-
ing to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhubitants
of the carth, could have done very differently from what he did,
had he so willed ; but he was pleased to do what he has done.

We, dear reader, our fellow men, and all other intelligences
in all other worlds, are subjects of the moral empire of Jehovah.
We are subjects of his kingdom and under his control.  He is
our governor; his holy, just, and good law is the rule of our
moral actions; and to him we are accountable for the use which
we mahe of our powers and our privijeges. We are in the pro-
per sense of the word moral agents; beings who can act, and
who do act. We are frec agents; not machines at the merey of
nceessity.  Free agency worthy of the name must imply a power
of choice, with full liberty to choose cither good or evil. Here
we might turn our attention to the naturc of the law under
which Gud has placed us,—our obligation and ability to kecp that
law,—the foundation of moral obligation,—some of the probable
reasons why the Creator in his sovereignty saw fit to ereate moral
beings, and sustain toward them the relation of a moral zovernor;
but our limits forbid: and morcover we are more anxious to be
brief and practical than to theorize and speculate.

We may safely lay it down as an axiom, that no moral bein
whatsoever could ever have the slightest claim upon God r
either intelligence, sensibility, or will ; and therefore the origi-
nation of a moral system was an act of Divine sovercignty.
We are constrained to ery out, “ our God is in the heavens; He
hath done whatsoever He hath pleased.” To make beings in
his own image, after his likencss,—to give them self-determining
wills, that they might be the first and real causes of their own
actions—to cndow them with a nature which would render them
capable of cither tearing themselves away from allegiance to his
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throne, and plunging into the bottomless depths of moral degra-
dation ; or, of rising nearer and nearer to the high and lofty One
in every moral excellency, as the countless ages of' coming dura-
tion roll on,—is surcly the master-picee of the Almighty’s mani-
fold workmanship.

But we must not linger longer on this manifestation of Divine
sovercignty.  There is another no less interesting and attractive,
glowing and glorious, which has a speeial elaim upon our attention.
THNE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IS MANIFESTED IN THE PROVISION
WITICH HE HAS MADE FOR THE SALVATION OF FALLEN MEN.

We have no hesitation in affirming that this to us. in our eir-
cumstances, is the greatest and the grandest exhibition of Divine
govereignty. God was under just as much obligation to provide a
Saviour for the race of fallen angels, as he was to provide a Saviour
for therace of fallen Adam. Thatis to say, He was under no
obligation to provide a remedy for any of his rebellious
subjects. IIe might have allowed justice to take its course with
the sccond, as well as with the first elass of sinners in his moral
empire. We incurred his displeasure and deserved to die; we
had no claim whatsoever upon the Divine benignity. Fle might
in his sovercignty have left us to reap the fruit of our own
ways, and be filled with our own devices. DBut he did not choose
to do this. No: his eye pitied us, and his arm has been stretehed
out to save us. ‘“He spared not the angels that sinned, but
cast them down to hell.” “He spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all.” He was prompted by pure sov-
ereign grace and compassion to lay our help upon one that is
mighty.  “ God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might
be saved.” God might, had he chosen, have provided a Saviour
for only a portion of our race, the half, or only the hundredth
part of mankind. He might have sclected a very few out of
euch nation, and cach distinet generation, and sent his Son to
die for them and for them only. In this case however, it would
have been both impossible and unjust to punish any of the rest
for neglecting the great salvation, there being no salvation
provided for them. We repeat it, God had a right to provide
salvation only for a few, if he saw fit,—a sovereign right,—but in
the exereise of sovereign love and sovercign merey, he has made
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provision for the salvation of every son and daughter of Adam,
Dear reader, God loves you; he has sent Jesus to suffer and to
die for you ; and God is anxious tosave you. “Ilercin is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent shis Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.” Christ Jesus is God’s un-
speakable ¢ift to our ruined race, and this gift is the measure
of the good pleasure of his will. O there is a power in love,
there is & mighty power in love like this,—it is so amazing, so
divine, so free, so full, so inexpressibly great! No wonder that
John the beloved diseiple, who scems to have been himself trans-
formed into love, exclaimed, God is love, and he that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in him, e did not believe that
God in his sovereignty had withheld his love from countless
millions of our race. He did not look upon the love of God as
partial, and limited in its extent to a selected number of man-
kind. He did not believe that the sovercign remedy was only
provided for a few. No; his language is, “ 1f any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.”” O it is wicked to stint
the Gospel. O it is wicked to rob the Gospel of its glorious
fulness and unfettered freeness. O it is wicked to limit the love,
the merey, and compassion of God to a fraction of our race.
It was the whole world God loved, and it was to die for the sins
of the whole world that he gave his Son. O what a blessing it
would be to multitudes, if they could only be persuaded to lay
aside their false, contracted, and unscriptural ideas of the sov-
ercign love of God. God is our friend, our best friend. Ieis
the God of our salvation. Ie hath done whatsoever he hath
pleased: and we rejoice to know that among the many things
which he was pleased to do, and which towers up far above all
others, was, to deliver up his own Son to the death for usall.
Dear reader, you are an object of God’s love; and though you
may long have cherished hard thoughts of God, and doubted hig
goodness, he is now cven at this very hour, seeking to make you
a monuwent, of his merey, and a debtor to his free, rich, sover-
cign grace.

We shall probably moke a few remarks in next number, on God’s
sovereign right to give the children of men whatever destiny he
pleases. M.
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DOLS TIE LUTIHERAN CHURCH BELIEVE IN A
UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT AND RESISTIBLE
GRACE?

We think that we shewed very elearly in last number of the Duy
Star from the Angshurgh Confession, illustrited and suxtuined by
S. 8. Sehmacker, D.D., that the Lutheran Chureh at the Refor-
mation renounced the Augustinian, or Calvinistic dogmwa of wo-
conditional predestination.  And we think thut we can shew from
the same souree that a universal atonement, and resisiible grace
are also doctrines held by that Church. Many of the Reformers
believed that Christ died for every son and daughter of Adam.
They preached a free and unfettered gospel because they saw it to
be revealed in that blessed hook which had long been Imprisoned
in convents, and nunneries, and which they were so anxious should
be translated, and cirealated, and read.  They believed that the
Bible was a Book for the world, beeause the Liord Jesus Christ
was the gift of God to the world.

In speaking of the mediatorial work, or the propitiation of the
Son of God, the Confession says that he was “ erucified, died, and
was buried, that he might rceoncile the Father to us, and be a
sacrifice not only for oviginal sin, but alxo for all the actual sins of
men.” Article ITI.  In the manual Dr. Schmucker takes up this
part of the confession, and very clearly expresses what the Luthe-
ran Church believes respeeting both the nature and the extent of
the Atonement. He says, ¢ The work of Christ may be regarded
as the vicarious endurance of incadenluble sufjcring and the cxhi-
bition. of perfect righteousness, by which full atonement wus made
ana salvation purchased for the whole world, to be offercd to them
on conditions made possible by divine grace to «ll who Leur the
gospel. This may properly be termed the Lutheran view of the
atonement.”

In reference to the nature of our Lord’s sufferings he makes the
following important and judicious remark, ¢ They were not the
same as those of the sinner would have heen in duration { for they
were not cternal: nor in kind, for the son of God suffered no
remorse of conscience, was tormented by no sense of yersonal guilt:
nor could the atonement be the literal payment of the debt, clse
when onee discharged by the Saviour, the sinner might by vight
claim exemption from punishment and admission to heaven, regard-
loss of his moral qualifications; for a debt once paid cannot again
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be demanded. Morcover, erime is a personal act, and cannot like a
veeuniary debt, be transferred or literally imputed to another.” Ile
then proceeds to say.  “ This system (the Lutheran) regards man
as incapable of performing the conditions of salvation preseribed in
the gospel (repentance and fuith) without the gracious aid of God ;
but maint ins, that this ncesssary aid consists in means of grace
and invariable accompanying influences of the Iloly Spirit, for the
sincere (not perfeet) use of which all men possess the entire ability
(physical and intellectual) and the sineere and persevering use of
which is always, sooncer or later, made effectual to the accom-
plishment of the above conditions of salvation. If; notwithstand-
ing the drawings of the Father by bis Spirit, his word and his
providence, the sinner still continues to pursue his course of ini-
quity, it can nolonger be said of him, he ¢ cunnot come to Jesus ;"
but the lunguage of the Saviour more aceurately deseribed his ease
when he said to the Jews, “ ye will not come unto me, that ye
might have life.”  On the very next page he makes the following
quotation from the great divine of Kidderminster, to show that
Baxter and the Lutherans were of one mind on the extent of the
atoncment, “ The doctrine which denicth the universal satisfac-
tion, cither denieth that God commandeth the non-clect to helieve,
or clse maketh God to assign them a deceiving object for their
fuith, commanding them to believe in that which never was, and
to trust in that which would deceive them if they did trust it. It
maketh the true and righteous God to make promises of pardon
and salvation to all mer un condition of believing, which he neither
would nor could perform (for want of such satisfaction to his jus-
tice), if they did believe.”

It is quite cvident that the Lutheran divines believe in the mo-
ral and resistible influcnce of the Holy Spirit.  Though the article
in the confession on this important doctring, like many other ar-
ticles in cunfessions of fuith, is very vague, and ambiguous, yet the
following extracts from the Manual are very explicitand important.
They are taken from Dr. Kunze, and give us what we believe to
be the seriptural and only consistent views of the nature of divine
influence upon the minds of men. “ Many alas! of those whom
the ILoly Spivit has awakened soon relapse into their former slum-
bers. Theirs is, and remains, nothing more than a case of mere
awakening.  Such awakenings the ommipotence of God can effect,
whenever his henevolent designs require them ; but he never exer-

* Lutheran Manual, pp. 78, 79, 80,
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cises his omnipotence (or i:vesistible power) in conversion, or in
the perseverance cf saints; for here the powerful influenecs of
grace must harmonize with (not destroy) the free will of man.
The irresistibility of grace would contradict the very first (funda-
mental) idea of God’s plan in the creation of moral agents.”

Again: Irresistible power could casily restore this (the image
of God,) so far as the ehoice of the good is coneerned, but no such
power can consistently be exercised in conversion. Blessed is he
who, without dclay, improves the convictions wronght in his soul
by the Holy Spirit. But many who are awakened are neverthe-
less not converted.  The reason is, that in this propitions moment,
when the cffective grace of God has brought them to reflection,
they do not perform their duty. but negleet the time of his (gra-
cious) visitation.”

Again: “We may resist the Ioly Spirit in two ways, cither by
excluding him altogether from our hearts, or by banishing him
after he had taken possession. IKvery sin grieves the Spiit, and
every deliberate voluntary transgression drives him from us.  Sue-
cessive cases of carcless and unconecrned grieving of the Spirit
become deliberate wickedness, and the continued resistance of the
sacred influcnces leads to their permanent withdrawal.’* Itrom the
foregoing the reader will perceive that the views of the Lutheran
Manual on the work of Christ and the work of the Spirit are in
substance those which ave from time to time exhibited in the Day
Star. We rejoice in the glorious truth that Christ gave himself
a ransom for all, and tasted death for every man. We rcjoice to
know that the vivine Spirit strives with all the children of men.
His work is co-extensive with Christ's work, and moral in its na-
ture. Those consequently who perish under the gospel, ave lost
because they deny the Lord that bought them, and resist that gra-
cious, and Divine Agent, of whom the Father speaks when he
says, My spirit shall not always strive with man. O may the time
soon come when that Saviour who died for all shall be received by
all, and when that Divine Spirit who came to convinee the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, shall dwell in and sane-
tify every heart. M.

* P.p. 100,101,
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LINES ON A MOTHER’S DEATH.

Mother where, O where art thou?
Whither has thy spirit tleg,
Leaving in its flight thy dead

Cold form, mute and powerless now ?

Art thou with the angels bright?
Joining in the thrilling song
That resounds, in echoes long,
Through the mansion homes of light ?

Yes, I know thou art above,
Where the saints and angels raise,
Ever sweet, the hymn of praise,~
God is glorious, God is love!

Far away from earthly strife,
Best of kindred, mother mine,
What a sphere of bliss is thine,

Never-ending ioyous life!

Oh ! 'tis foolish here to weep,
Where our sorrow never ends,
Tor our dear departed friends,

When in death they fall asleep.

What is life ? a fitful blast
Of time, strewn with griefs around,
Where no happiness is found,
Chequer’d o’er from first to last,

Still, to memory will be dear
That form loved in youth so well;
The voice that acted as & spell
To chase away each boyish tear.

THE CHRISTIAN'S PROSPECT.
¢ He shall go no more out "—Rev iii. 12,

Fo go no more out from the Lord,
No more from his presence depart—
What joy does the prospect afford,
To the grief burden'd sorrowing heart?
To be with the Angels of light,
To share in their glories divine,
No more behold darkness or night,—
This state, will it ever be mine?
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To be changed from this body of death,
To be free from the power of sin,
Tts load to escape from beneath,
And rise without blemish or stain;
To leave all corruption behind,
And faultless forever to be—
What joy to the sin-oppressed mind :—
And is it in prospect for me ?

No more to feel sickness or pain,
No more to know hunger or cold,
Nor ever of thirst to complain,
Nor san’s scorching beams to behold :
To be where the Lamb is the light,
And the glory of God shal! be known,
With lustre transcendently bright,—
Such bliss, will it e‘er be my own ?

The harp of my God in my hand,

His praises for ever to sing;
Amongst the redeem’d ones to stand,

Where Jesus my Saviour is king;
Iiis face in the glory to see,

His name in my forchead to wear,——
I3 this mark of horour for me?

Shall Tin these glories appear?

Yes, if I on Jesus rely ;

The word has gone forth from my God ;
Himself he can never deny,

But what he has said will make good :
¢ That he who believeth shall live

And share in these glorvies divine;’
Then, if while I live, I believe,

How can they be other than mine ?

With such a bright prospect in view
As dead to all things here below,
As born and created anew,
May I live, so that all men may know,—-
That my treasure and heart are above,
Where Jesus reigns high on the throne;
That I long to know fully the love,
The joy that his presence shall crown.

St Catharines. A Lovsr or TrrTE:



THE CANADIAN DAY-STAR, 109

SIHOULD TIIE REPROBATE PRAY ?

The weprobate—calvinistically understood, a human being for whom
o salvation is provided, or to whom no possibility of God even being
favorable,—is it nevertheless the duty of such a creature in such a case
to ask the blessings from his implacable sovereign whicl in the nature of
things he cannot receive?  The reprobate cannot surely pray in faith,
¢ Whatsoever i3 not of faith is sin’ Isit then his duty tesin the strange
sin of supplication —to trespass the orvder of his destiny and aspire
after good that is given in answer to prayer?  1s he then released from
obligation to pray, or ought he still attend to the duty and if'so to what
purpese ?

It may be replied : As no man knows positively that he is a repro-
bate this cannot apply to any particular individual.” But the case is
by no means helped by such evasion. If there exist reprobate men, the
same difliculty is in the way, their condemnation for any of their mis-
deeds. If doumed to disobedience, effort toward cbedicnce would be in
fact attempted rebellion.

There is only one way to effectually avoid all such absurdity, viz., to
dismiss all idea of such a fictitious creature.

{Esch son of Adam bora
Ixists beeause a Saviour too is born.’

Then nota son of Adam can be born a hopeless heir of uiter ruin,
through his heavenly kinsman. Rather let us hear the divine invita-
tion, “Look unto meand be ye saved all ye ends of the earth.”
“Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Toronto. JACOB SPENCE.

THE CHILDREN'S FORTION.

A Littik Boy axp ms Tract.—A Tittle boy, belonging to a Sabbath
School in London, having occasion every Sunday to go through a cer-
tain court, observed a shop always open for the sale of goods. 1ilaving
been taught the duty of sanctifying the Lord’s Day, he was gricved at
its profanation, and for some time seriousiy considered whether it was
possible for him to do anything to prevent it. At length he determined
on leaving o tract, © On the Lord’s Duy,” as he passed by. On the next
Sabbath, coming the same way, he observed that the shop was shut. Ie
stopped and pondered whether this could be the effect of the tract he had
left.  He veantured to knock gently at the door, when a woman within
thinking it was a customer, answered aloud, ¥ You can’t have anything
we don't =1l on the Suuday.” Thelittle boy still begged for.admittance,
encouraged Ly what he had heard, when the woman, recollecting the
voice, opened the door and said, ¢ Come in my dear little fellow, it was

Jou who left the tract here, last Sabbath against Sabbath breaking, and
it frightened me so that I durst not keep my shop open any longer, and
Tam determined never to keep it open on a Sabbath while I lize
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ONE OF PAYSON'S ILLUSTRATIONS.

Surrosk we perceive & number of children playing together in the
street, we could not, without previous knowledge, determine who are
their parents, or where are their homes. But let onc of them receive an
injury, or into get any trouble, and we learn who are his parents, for he
immediately runs to them for relief. Thus it is with the Christian and
the man of the world. While we observe them together, pursuing the
same employments, and placed in the same circumstances, we may not
bo able at once to distinguish them. But let afflictions come upon them,
and we are no longer at a loss; the man of the world secks relief in
earthly comforts, while the Christian flies to kis heavenly Father,—his
refuge and support in the day of trouble.

OUR CHILDREN.

Our children are to fill our places insociety—in church and state and
the manner in which they will fill them depends upon the manner in
which we cducate them. If we train them up in the Sabbath-school for
God and his church, they will amply repay us for all our care ; but if
they are trained up for the world—in the streets—in the gambling and
tippling saloon—in Sabbath-breaking, profanity, licentiousness, and in-
temperance—in idlencss—in sin, they will dishonour our names, and
repay us by-and-by with a vengeancet

How fearful our responsibility ] When we consider that our son may
make a talented, useful, and bappy man, respected and beloved by all
around him ; or he may make & consummate villain, detested by the world
as a nuisance and a curse; and that our daughter has 2 corresponding
alternative before her ;—that in the history of both, in all probability,
there is a crisis, or turning point, when it is uncertain whicl way they
will preponderate—and that we necessarily play an important pare in
tipping the scale, we can but feel that this is a matter not to be trified
with, and that every means possible should be resorted to, in ovder to
secure the right drift and save those so dear to us. As we should have
them honourably act their part upon the stage -flife, so let us sedulously
aim to qualify them for it.—BMorning Star,

FULNESS OF CHRIST.

Wrar the heart is at the birth,
What the soul is to the earth,
TWhat the gem is to the mine,
What the grape is to the vine,
What the bloom is to the trec,~=
That is Jesus Christ to me,
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‘What the string is to the lute,
What the breath is to the fluto,
What the spring is to the watch,
What the nerve is to the touch,
What the breeze is to the sea,—
That is Jesus Christ to me.

What the estate is to the heir,
What the autumn’s is to the year,
What the seed is to the farm,
-What the sunbeam’s to the corn/—
What the flower is to the bee,

That is Jesus Christ tome.

What the light is to the eye,
What the sunis to the sky,
What the sea is to the river,
What the handis to the giver,
What a friend is to the plea,—
That is Jesus Christ to me.

TWhat culture is unto the waste,
What honey is unto the taste,
hat fragrance is unto the smell,
Or springs of water to & well,
What beauty is in all I see,~—
All this and more is Christ to me.

BOOK NOTICES.

Tre Evancerical ResposiTory.—We have just read the March number of
this excellent quarterly. All the articles with the exception of two arce
from the peun of Dr. Morison, its gifted and laborious Editor. It i3
cxceedingly interesting, fresh, and refreshing. We don't wonder that ita
circulation is rapidly increasing. Truth and light must prevail ;—
Talent and labour must be rewarded.

INTELLIGENCE.

New Cooecn Epieice AT Benueviuie.—~We learn from the Canradian
Independent that a new Congregational Church has been erected at Belle~
ville, The former building was destroyed by fire. Through the aiq of
friends there is a fair prospect of its being opened without debt.
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Rev. F. Feratsoy, Jon.—We are gratified o learn that the Rev. F.
Ferguson, Glasgow, who has been laid aside from duty for several
months, in conscquence of a severe and dangerous illness, is gradually
progressing towards recovery, and that, although he is as yet prohibited
from undertaking any labour, he is hopeful of being able to resume bis
pastoral work soon.—Christian Times.

Evaxeruiearn Usion Acapeyy.—We understand that the Rev. Wm.
Taylor, of Kendal, has aceepted the juvitution of the Evangelical Union
Conference to beeome the Professor of Systematic Theology in this in-
stitute ; butwe are sorry to learn that the Rev. F. Ferguson, of Glasgow,
has been constrained to decline the Professorship of Hebrew in conse-
quence of the state of his health.—Christiun 1imes.

Braxceriean Uxiox Cuercn, BeLeast, IRELAND.—WE learn from the
Cloristiun Times that the members of this interesting church have pre-
sented their pastor, the Rev. George Cron, with fifty pounds sterling,
along with an address, expressive of their regard for him wnd of the
high estimation in which his labours of love are held by them.

Dewrries Cart—We understand that Mr. John Dunlop has received
and accepted a pressing invitation from the Evangelical Univn Church,
Dumfries, to become their pastor. The church in Dumfries has progressed
very satisfactorily since its formation, and we have no doubt will become
one of th. most prosperous churches in the Union, under the pastorate
of this zealous aud eloquent young preacher.~Christiun Luncs,

Cuurcu or Exaraxp Frescn Mission.—By the kindness of the Rev. B,
P. Lewis, the devoted missionary of the Church of England aud Ireland
at Sabrevois, we have been furuished with a copy of the Froach Mission
Record. 'The frontispicce gives well-executed representatious of the
college, the chureh andparsonage. Rev. N. V. Fenn has charge of the
college. Income for 1862, £1025 19s. 2d. expenditure LYuy, lds, 8d.
Average attendance at chureh 47, at Sabbath School, 30. A female
training institutivn is about to be ojiened, under the care of Mrs. Lewis,
who is a French Canadian by race, and the daughter of & convert from
E{Oome. Number of students in college 13, of scholars in primary school



