EVENTS

Published Weekly .

Vol. 7, No. 12.

OTTAWA, MARCH 25, 1905.

Whole No. 313.

ThHe Second Reading Debate.

N Wednesday the 23rd inst. Sir Wil
frid Laurier, leader of the Canadian
House of Commons, moved the se~ond
resding of the Autonomy Bill, which he
hal introduced on Feb. 21 The clanse
over which au attempt was made to agi-
tate the conniry relating to education
would be &!rack ont in committee, the Pre
mier annonnced, and a new one snbstitut-
el. The new clause reads as follows:
*‘Section 93 of the British North Ame
riea Act 1867, shall apply 1o the said pro
vince, with the substitution for sub section
1 section 93 of the followin: sub

on:
. Nothing in any such law shall preju
dicially affect any right or privilego wiin
respect to separate schools w'i. auy class
of persons have av the date of the passing
of this act. under the terms of chupters
29 and 30 of the ordinances of the norih-
west territories pas<ed in the year 190]
2 In the uppropriation by the legislatare
or dis'ribu'icn by the government of the
province of any moneys for the support of
school« organized and carried on inaccord-
ence with suid chapter 29 or any act pass-
ed in amendment tﬁvrml. or in snbstitu-
tion therefor there shall be no discrimina
tion against schools 0° any class described
in the said chapter 29

‘8 Where the expression ‘by law’ is em
ployed in snb-section 3 of the said section
93, it sha'l be held to mean the law as set
out in said chapters 20 and 30; and where
the expression ‘at the union’ is employed
in said sab-section & it shall be held to
mean the date at which (uis et comes into
force.’

This cerries out precisely the idea outlin-
ed in these colnmus on two different ocea-
#ions, namely, that what wonld ne satis
fuctory to the western members, includ-
ing Mr. Sifton, wounld be a clause perpet
nating the classes of schools now there
and established by the ordinances of the
Legislature of the Northwest Territories

The situation is now" made quite clear.
The government declare that from the first
their intention was simply to continue the
achools estatlished by the lueal authori-
ties of the territories by virthe of Mr.
Muckenzio's Act +f 1875 by whieh & con-
stitntion was first given to the Northwest.
As drafted the clause reverts to theoriginal
intention. 1t is undertood to be accepiable
to Me Sifron and to the other members
from the West as well as to practically all
the Liberals in the House. Both Mr.
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Leightoa McCarthy and Mr. Bourassa are
independents. And if either of them ob-
Jects to the cluuse the government will not
seek to control them., '

Mr. Hauitain is understood to say that
these classes of schouls shall be continged
in the new provinces, and in fact has
stated that he would not be &' member of
a Provincial government that disturbs the
sepsrate schools of that conntry. But.
however he claims that the Autonomy
Bill should not cootain any clause affect
ing education, except to aflirm. what he
admits, that section 93 of the B.N. A Act,
which is the education section protecting
the minority school rights shonld apply to
the new provinces. In other word: the
issue which Mr Haultain raises is not a
school issue, the Ontario agitation to the
country notwithstanding. The agitators
in Onatrio are leading the public to be-
lieve that the bill ‘‘tastens feparate
schools on the new Provinces'’ against
the wishes of the people. This, on the
contrary, seems to be a case where the
people jof the Northwest Territories do
not regard the coutinnance of a school sys
tem established by themeelves aslun“evil,
nor do they consider it an outrage to con-
firm a local system that hasIworked well
for muny years. There is nothing more
to this matter than what has been stated
above,although we will be treated to pages
of Hansard in the House of Commons when
an attempt will be jmade by some of the
members to regard this as a bill forcing we-
parate schools on an unwilling provines,
which to our mind is un evasien of the
queetion aad a befogging of the is-ne

Each member of the House is entitled to
take his own point of view, but his con-
stituents will expect him when his posi-
tion is challenged in debate to make good
his ground and for this reason he should
choose his ground carefully, in that spirit
of patriotism withont which the varions
portions of thnisgreat confederation cannor
be bound permanently together.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s specch was dispas-
sionate, perbups it wicht ve de cribed a. a
chastened tone. At all event«it wus con
& ned almost altogether to the educnt on
question..  He reealled to the recolicetion

| ousted ¢f jurisdicticn.
"ed the government of Sir John Macdonald

EVENTS,

of the Honse that on this question he had
always occapied a consistent and constitn
tional position. This was no new ques-
tion. In IN75 the Roman Catholic minor-
ity appealed for redre«s but he had voted
with Mr. Muckenzie that Parliament was
In 1889 he support-

on the Jesnit Estates Act issue. In 1895 he
opposed the attempt to force Manitoba
with regard to a law which the highest ju-
dicial anthority said was within her legis
lative jurisdi.tiou. In discussing the ques
tion now the leader of the Opposition had
adopted on the first reading a moderate
tone, but the press supporting him in the
country was violent and tried (o influence
the public mind. On this occasion, us on
all others, he stood upun the rock of the
conetitution of Canada. The premier en-
tered into a constitational arguinent , as to
whether parliament should not keep the
pledzo of separate schools given wnanim-
ously in 1875 He went into the history of
eection 93 of the B. N. A. Act, showing
that it was contrived at the instance of
Mr. Gslt for the purpose of proteeting the
Protestant minority in Quebec in the ex-
ercise ol their right to separate schools,
Whenever a province comes into the De-
winion the minority were entitled to the
garantees of the constitution, The inteu-
tion of clanse 16 of the bill was to secure
these, but some objected that the langugae
was too brond and too vague, and might
canse tronble in the future. In order to
make it clear the new clanse incorporated
the Ordinauce of the Territories as it ex-
ists today. The premier spoke for ouly
forty minutes,

Mr. I, L. Borlen, leader of the Opposi-
tion, who followed the premier abandoned
that porition av the outwet by stating that
hTm-vkw only for himself, and that each
metber of the Cppo-ition would be at lib-
erty 1o vote us he pleased; in other words
that it was not to te n party gnestion so
iar as the «raan’zed opposition was con-
cerned.  Having thus surrendered his posi-
t'on as lesder Mr. Bord m proceeded to
speak as the member for Carleton, Ont , a
position bestowed upon him in  his cApa-
city us leader.  This anowalous position
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must have given to a man of such keen ap-
preciation und fine feeling as Mr. Borden
*ome embarassment. His argument was
long. Summarized ina few words He
was oppcsed to elause 16 as originally
drafred. and also to the substituted clause.
He thought, following Mr. Haultaino's con-
tention, that it was sufficient to apply sec-
tion 93 of the B. N. A. Act without®varia-
tion. As it stood clanse 16, as proposed,
attempted to amend the B. N. A.Act. If
it was imperative to apply the B. N. A
Act to the new Territories in respect of
education why was it not imperative to
apply it to the Maritime Provinces! He
forgot that he had just admitted that the
B. N.A. Act does apply to the new West-
ern porvinces. Mr. Borden's principal ar-
gument was. leave all matters of education
to the proviuces, subject to section 93. He
declined to declare himeslf on the merits or
demerits of separate echoels. He would
leave that to the new provinces. In
amendment he moved a motion to that
effect.

Mr. Fielding the leader from Nova Sco-
tia, rose to speak after eleven o'clock, and
made the most st'rring speech of the day.
He is a Baptist, and lhke all Baptists
strongly in favor of one common school,
and said 0. But, he added, they had to
rememb r that 41 per cent of the popula-
tion did not agree with that view. They
could not govern this country by saying,
we the 49 per cent being th: stronger will
imposajour view upom you. He pictared
the outery if the Protestant minority in
Quebee were invaded. Then, he asked did

the minority elsewhere not pos-ess the same
rights He stated that Mr, maultain in his
letter spoke only for himself, and that tue
government of the Northwest Territories
had made no protest against the bill or
the education clause. One of the best
points made by the minister of finance
was to describe the kind of a separate
school they had in the Northwest It was
really a national pablic school It was
established by public aathority, inpscted
by public authority, had qualified teach-
ers, ind the same text-hooks as the other
public schools. From the hour of opening
until half-past three the two schools were
absolutely alike. There was then a half
honr for religions instruction under the ge
neral school lav. He did not see very
much to quarrel over in that, and he de-
precated sirongly resolving this question
into a religious issne, becaunse that would
lead to a critical stage whers government
would be impessible and instead of har-
mony, development and prosperity as at
present there would be strife and bitter-
ness. Mr. Fielaing closed at midnight a
speech which drew from the Liberals a tre-
mendous volley of cheers. The public gal-
leries were crowded all day and evening in
a way they have rot been since tne days
of the Remedial Bill in 189¢,

Dr. Sproule resumed the debate on Thurs-
day. opposing the "education clause and
ccntending that the matter should be left
ertirely to the provinces.

Ic is understood thar the bill as it will
be amended has the support of Mr. Sifton,

Y % %
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HE Victoria Times of the 18th inst.
mekes the statement that the McBride
Administration hus fallen completely into
the mesi of the C.P.R. and have adopted
the pelicy .f assisting that company to
build from Midway to Spence's Bridee,
which would connect the company’s lines
in the Kootenay and Boundary country
with its main line.

AN Ottawa lawyer who acts as notary

for that branch of the Imperial bank
lays down extraordinary law. Every busi-
ness man knows that nearly all regular
eommereial accounts are collected by means
of bank drafts and if from accidental cause
he allows the bank to close without meet-
iog a draft he has aceepted and he tele
phones the manager that he will send over
a cheque in the morning, the rmanager
says all right, and there is no difficulty.
In this case the bank closed three hours
earlier than the regular hour, it being
Saturday. A few minutes after twelve, the
usual ‘'co protest’’ having been torn off by
some inexperienced clerk in Toronto, the
beok handed the draft to its notary for
presentation and, in the event of default,
protest.  Before the notary couid get to the
office of his intended victim the bauk
manager was telephoned that the matter
bad been accidentally overlooked and that
a4 ch:que was drawn for [tae trifling
awount of $21. The manager eaid that
would be acceptable and to tell the notary
who was on his way over to accept the
cheque and not to protest the draft The
notary replied a few miuutes later that the
bank had notbing to do with it and dis
courteounsly refused to accept the cheque
In other words the bank conld instruct him
as their notary to protest bat could not in
struct him wot to protest. It that is notar-
ial law it is time for amendment. But is
{7 We are informed not. Another ques-
tion. What is the last legal hour for pay-
ment of a note falling due on Satorday ?

What law makes it twelve instead of one
or three o'clock?

T is instractive to notice the energy

with which the Rhodesian interests are
trying to fortify themselves in South Af-
rica. There is a good deal of alarm at
the puospect of the Government passing
into the hands of men who are and will
remain independent of the mine cwners.
Consequently the papers that repiesent
those interests are doing sverythiug hey
cun to work up feeling and alarm at howe
and in South Africa. Recontly, for ex-
awple, they have been lenlarging on the
wickedness of General Beyers who is re-
ported to have said that if things contina-
ed as they are now there would be a repi-
tition of the Slaghter's Nek Rebellion of
1815. He added that the Transvaa! would
never let itself be saddled with the contri-
butiou of thirty millions. (eneral Beyers'
outburst has beeu repudiated by General
Botha auvd the Boer leaders. Meanwhile
the papers that are enlarging on the
gravity of this symptom of disaffection
are doing their best to threaten the Home
GoverLment with disaffection of other
interests if a Liberal GGovernment puts an
end to the irangements by which Brilish
labour is exc uded from the Rand to smit
the palitical ambitions of its Oriental own
ers.

TAMES M. BARRIE
Tue well known anthor.




Neto Brunsewick's Case.

lN the Legislative Assembly of New

Brunswick on the 17th inst. a resolution
wa. adopted unanimously respecting the
repiesentation of [ the Prcvince in the
House of Commons. The St. John papers
give the text of the resolution and the
leading speeches 1n full , and as the sub-
ject is important, and involves some points
s to the Aatonomy Bill now before Parlia-
ment, we think it timely to reproduce
both,

The resolution reads as follow:—

‘*Whereas, the jodicial committee of the
privy council in its recent decision on the
appeal iu the representation case, left un-
decided the question whetherlin computing
the population of Canada under sub-sec-
tion 4 of section 51 of the B N. A. Act,
the population of the territories should be
included.

And whereas, in the imperial order-in-
council providing for the admissior of
British Columbia as a province of Canada
and by the statute which created the pro-
vince of Manitoba, it was provided that
the Critish N.America Act1867 hyald ap-
ply to them as if it had formed part of
the confederacy as originally constitated,
whereby the contention of the government
of this province that in construing sub-sec-
tion 4 of section 51 of said act the words
‘‘populatien of Canada’’ mean the popula-
ticn of the four original provinces was
greatly and justly prejudiced.

And whereas, the ‘northern bonndary of
the province of Quebec at confederation
was understood and recognized to be the
beight of land between the .waters flow-
ing into the River St. Lawrence and those
flowing into Hudson Bay.

And whereas, the parliament of Canada
did by the act 61 Victoria, chapter 3,
enlarge the limits of the said province of
Quebec by the addition to it of a large area
to the northward (the area at that time be-

ing 193,855 square miles) thereby increas-
ing the territory of the said province to
351,873 equare miles, no increase of 158,-
518 sqaure miles,

And whereas such act was passed under
the authority ot the imperial statute, being
the B.N A. Act 1571 which declares that
the parliament of Canada way from time to
time with the consent of the legislature of
any provioce increase, diminish or other-
wise alter the limits of such province, apon
such terms and conditions as may beagreed
to by the said legislature, and may with
the like consent, make provision respectin,
the effect and operation of any sach in-
crease or diminution or alteration of terri-
tory in relation to any piovince affected
thereby

Therefore it is resolved, 1st, that in the
opinion of this house, the earnest attention
of the government of Canada should be
drawn to the effect of said order-in-couneil
and statute respectively relating to the ad-
mission to the nnion of British Columbis
and Manitoba and it shonld be requested to
take such action as may be necessary in or-
der to restore the four original provinces
to the position im which they would have
been bat for order- in-council and legisla-
tion passed subecequently to the B. N. A,
Act 1867 1n respect to whichsuch provinces
were not consulted and to which they were
mot parties. 2nd, that in the act for the
creation of the new provinces of Alberta
dnd Saskatchewan it should not be provid-
ed that the B. N. A. Act shall apply to
them as if they were in the union origin-
ally and the rights of the original pro-
vinces as to representation should not be
affected by the creation of sach new pro-
vinces. 8rd, that in justice to the other
provinces particularly New Branswick,
Nova Scotia and P. E. Island, which have
no opportunity for enlargement of their
areas, it shonld have been provided amd
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should now be provided that for the pur-
poses of repr ion the boundaries of
(he province of Quebee, the population ot
whica is the basis of representation,should
be deemed to be as they were at the time
of confederation or that some just and
equitable provision shonld be m de to save
the other original provinces and also P. E.
Island from loss of representation.

And further resolved, that a copy of the
eforegoing resolutions signed by the clerk
of this house be forwarded to the secre-
tary of state, with a request] that the
same be laid belore his excellency the
governor-general und that a copy be also
forwarded to the Rignt Hon. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier.

Premier Tweedie in moving his resolu
tion said: In moving this resolution iy is
not wy intention te speak to the question
at any length. Before any action wastaken
by as or the decision of the judicial com
mittee was anvounced there were plenty of
our people who were guite certain that onr

contention in regard (o that sabject was
correct. But when the decision was
against us it is surprising how wany peo-

ple there were who declared that they knew
beforehand that there was nothing in our
contention and that we were wrong in en-
deavoring to sastaiv it. But I [eol that we
are able to stand any criticism of that
kind, for I hold it to be the duty of any
government of this province, as well ay of
all persons, whether in the legislatare or
out of it,who have the interests of the pro-
vince at heart, to see that the rights of the
province are preserved. The question in
such & case should be what is the daty of
the goverament? For if we do not guard
the interests of this province we may be
sure they will receive little consideration
from the federal authorities. If Swe had
allowed the federal governmenst to do as
they pleased, what positionZwould we have
been in? In 1867, immediately after con-
ederation, the federal government under-
wok to deal with our inland fisheries as
if it owned them. Fortumately there

were some people who held that theirrights
had been violated, and we fought the gov-
ernment on chis issue with the result of
showing that the federal government was

wholly io the wrong. In what position
wounld Ontario have been if Sir;Oliver Mo-
wat had not been there to stand np for the
rights of that province? 1 feel that it was
our daty to draw the attention of the gov-
ernment and parlinment of Canada to this
matier. The resolution sets forth pretty
fully the onjects which we desire to attain
The decision of the privy council in the
representaticn case left undecided whether
in computing the pepulation of Canada
the population of the territories should be
incinded. Now in erecting these territor-
ies into provinces I hold that they should
not be dealt with so as to interfere with
our rights,as was done in the case of Man-
itoba and British Columbia I cannot view
with indifference the prospect of the re-
presentation of New Brunswick in the per
liament of Canada being reduced by two or
three members, as wght ) e the case in fa
ture
I feel that this is a question which should
be discussed by the members on both sides
of the house in the fullest manner andwith
a single eye to the interests of the pro-
vince. It is worthy of note that sometimes
gentlemen who are very hearty in favor of
provineial rights when wembers of the
provineial legislature, become strangely in
different to them when they go to Ottawa.
1 remember that Messrs. Fielding and
Blair were very prominent in nrging the
rights of the maritime provinces at the
Quebec conference in 1887, but when they
got to the larger teld they apparently for-
got that they were pledged tosupport those
interests. Itis & very remarkable thing
that all the legislation of which we com-
piain with regard to Manitoba, PBritish
Columbia and Quebec went through with-
out the slightest opposition or protest. The
order in council adimtting British Colum-
bia into the union gave that province six
members which number could never be re-
duced, but might be increased by the
growth of population. It placed British
Columbia in the same position as if it had
been one of the original provinces of the
federati Its position was even bet-
ter, for while its representation could not
be decreased that of the other provinces
might be decreased by reason of British
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Columbia increase of popnllticd." L H’o("
Manituba act was in the sameterms of that
of British Columbia when the bill was
passed extending the boundarie: of the
province of Quebec in 1898 not a single
voiee was raised against it.

Dr. Sproule, whe asked about the bill,
was told that it was merel” a matter of
form. I think now that the time has come
wnen the attention of parliament shouldbe
arawn seriously to these things by which
onr rights are diminished. At the time of
counfederation Quebec had certain well de-
fined boundaries, According to the census
of 1871 it hud an area of 193,656 square
miles. Quebec ig the proviaes by which
the representation of the other provinces
is regnlated. in 1808 AR aot  was passed
which extended the bonndaries of Quebec
60 that it contained 851,000 square miles,
an addition of 158,000 square miles to its
territory. This territory thus added to
Quebec is throngh which the G, T. P. will
pass aud which we may expect to become
populous in the future. The resalt will be
to diminish our representation in a wav
never contemplated by ¢the B. N. A. Act.
It cannot be denied that this very serions-
ly affects the interests of New Brunswick
and of the other maritime provinces, 1
do not think that we ought to have heen
placed in this position. This province has
an area of 27,000 square miles,and its area
eannot be increased. The territory added
to the prevince of Quebecwonld make six
provinces like New Brumswick aud is cer-
tain in the future to contuin a Iarge popu-
lation. When the imperial act of 1871 an
thorizing the extension of the area of any
province was passed it provided that in en-
larging any province regard should be had
to the rights fo the other provinces. But I
way ask what consideration was given to
the rights of the maritime provinces when
Quebec, the key province of the Dominion
was thus enlarged? It seems to me that
this legislature shouid assert itself and
speak out plainly for the interests of New
Bronswick. It is-our daty as a govern-
ment and as a legislature to deal with all
matters which affect the interest of the
province and to see to it that theseinterests
are properly apheld.
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Hon. Mr. Pugsley sail: T feel that hav-
ing been called upon as one of the law offi-
cers of the crown to consider this question,
it is not undesirable that I should expre-
% my views npon it. Before going {into
detail I may say that it s a matter of
profound regret to me that the supreme
court of Canada and the jndicial commit-
tee should heve decided as they have
done. I have never entertained the slight-
est doubt that the futhers of confeds=ation
in framing their scheme of representation
intended that it should be confined to the
foar original provinces of Canada, and that
if other provinces were admitted it shonld
be on terms. In that view 1 was fortified
by the stutements of one of the greatest
statesmen of Canada, who was hiwself one
of the fathers of confederation and  who
took & l.ading part in bringing #t about, I
refer to the late Sir John A. Maedonald,
who in his report of the 20th Decewber,
1870 on the admission of the N. W.T. said:
"'The general purvien of thefB. N. A. Act
1867 seems to be confined to the three pro-
vinees of Usnada—Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick—originally forming the Domin-
ion."" That was my own view of the case
and notwithstanding adverse decisions it
is my view today. I am pleased to know
that many eminent lawyars hold the same
view. I think it is only necessary for us
to look at the words of the 51st and 53rd
sections of the B. N. A. Act to bscome
convinced that it was only intenaed to
deal with the representation of the four
provinces. In the course of the argument
before the privy coeuncil one of sthe luw
lords admitted that if Newfoundlandshould
seek admission to the union she could have
a right to stipulate with regard to terms
and respect to representation. How have
our rights been taken away by the legisla-
tion of the Dominion? The only justifica-
tion for it is that it was done by aathority
of imperial orders in comncil as imperial
statutes at the request of the government
of Canada . When British Colambia was

radmitted into the nnion it was stipulated

thas her representation should be increas-
ed under the terms of the B. N.A. Act and
that this act should apwly as if she had
been one of the original provinees of coa-
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federation. The same thing was done
with respect to Manitoba. Now, what
bas been the effect of this? It is that you
must construe the British North America
Act as if those provinces had besn in the
union in 1867. If that is so, the compact
of confederation has been violated by legis-
lation and by orders in council without us
being consulted. Surely the authorities at
Ottawa should see that this wrong is reme-
died.

According to my view of the matter any
proposal to altsr the constitution should
be assented to by the legislature, yeot we
have never been consulted in this matter,
by which our rights are 8o seriously affect-
ed. The premier thinks that the present
time, when new provinces a'e being creat-
ed, is an appropriate time to bring this
question hefore parliament A singular
thing bappened iv connection with the re-
presentation case. It was shown in the
factum that the justice department at Ot-
tawa doubted whether the supreme court
had dealt with the population of the ter-
ritories The judicial committee declined
to decide that question. Now see the ano-
maly. The effect of the decision was to
include the population of the territories,
and thus to reduce the representatien of
New Brunswick. No persom who heard
the argument before the privy council
could fail to have been impressed by the
absardity of our representation being re-
duced by the unorgauized territory of the
Northwest. Is it not absurd that we
should be thus affected by the increase of
the populution of British Columbia, while
the representation of that province can ne-
ver be reduced? If the population of the
territories and ef British Columtia had
been excluded, New Brunswick would not
have lost a representative. The leader eof
the opposition has twitted me on my views
not heing accepted by the privy council,
but he should knew that sometimes the
best ovinion dees not always prevail and
that the decisions of eminent judges are
sometimes overruled by other judges who
are not so eminent.

One reason why the house should give
attention to this matter is that in the Al-
berta and Saskatchewan bills the same

words are to be found that are in the Brit-
ish Columbia ard giving these territories
the same standing as if they had been ori-
ginal members of the confederation. I can-
not see vhy it waw nacessary to insert these
words ir the British Columbia act. or why
it is necessary now, but I do say that
whatever our legal rights may be at pre-
sent, they ouzht to be preserved, and I
hope that as a result of this discussion
members of parliament who are friendly
to us will stand up ror our rights and try
to do away with the injustice we have
suffered in the past. I have no jealousy
of the province of Quebec. I desire to see
it grow and prosper because I think that
the interests of Quebec are largely allied
to our own . Therefore, when we raise
the question o7 representation it is not
that we are opposed to Quebec but becaase
we desire to preserve our rights and retain
some degres of political influence in the
eact. When New Brunswick joined the
confederation the territory of Quebec was
not mueh more than half what it is today.
It was bounded on the north by the height
of land which divided it from the terri-
tory of the Hudson Bay country. The
boundary ol Quebec was well rcogmized
anc is laid down in Arrowsmith’s map
published in 1815, It is reterred to in the
work of Bouchette, the surveyer general of
Lower Canada, which was published in
1832. This is @ book of the very highest
authority, and it shows that the ncrthern
boundary of Quebec was long recognized
to be the height of land which divided the
waters flowing into the St. Lawrence from
those flowing into Hudson Bay. Now it
might have made a very great difference in
the willingness of the people of NewBruns-
wick to join the confederation if Quebeo
had then beocn as large as it is mow. I
submit that when ovr pecple entered 1nte
the mnion they agreed to go into the con-
federacy with Quebec as it was and that
the boundaries of that province and our
interests safeguarded. As already stated
by the premier the imperial =ct of 1871
provided that when the area of a province
was extended the righte of the other pro-
vinces should be properly guarded. Yet
in 1806 without this legislatare being
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consulted, the late Dominion government
agreed with Quebec to extend that pro-
vince to Hudson Bay, thus adding to it &
territory which will soon be traversed by
the Grand Trunk Pacitic and which in
time will become populous. The bill to
earry out this agreement was introduced
on the 2nd of June. 1998, by Mr. Sifton.
It was introduced in blank and treated as
a mere formal matter. On the 8th of June
it was read a second time and passed. S
far as the records of parliament show, thare

was 0o debate whatever on the subjact,and
this large area was added to Quebec with-
out the meritime provinces being consult-
ed. It does seem to me that in view of the
legislation which has already taken place
80 seriously affecting our interests, and in
view of what is now being dome in connec-
tion with the legislation for the N. W. T
this government is but doing its duty in
asking the legislature to eapress its views
and endeavor to undo tuis great wrong,

JOHN REDMOND

The Irish leader who has been reducing the Balfour majority in the British
House of Commons,




Japanese Forecasts of Japanese
Peace Terms.

l'}" is high time that Japan ceased to give

herself the airs of a ‘‘great moral hero'’
of *'Confucius or a Jesus Christ engaged iu
& boly war without interested motives, "’
declares the Toyv Keizai Shimpo (Tokyo),
an organ which can speak at first hand
regarding responsible Japanese opivion.
"It we have any intention of acquiring
territories, let us take them openly. We
shoutld change the langaage of our diplom-
acy. It were best that we refrain from con-
stantly invoking sentiments of pity, or mo
rality, of right.”" Tihs language, charac-
teristic of those Japanese organs which are
just now advocating ‘Japanese supremacy
in the Far East,”’ is taken in France to
mean that the Tokyo Government will
consent to no peace which does mot recog-
vize, in some form. or other, tbe sove-
reignity of the Nippons in Korea,in Man-
churia, and even, it wonld appear, in
China itself.;In confirmation of this French
interpretation of Japan's attitade to peace,
attention is directed in Paris publications
to an article in the Revue diplomatiqne
from the pen of Professor Towizu, who oc-
cupies the chair of international law in the
university of Tokyo. The writings of this
eminent publicist did much, it is said, to
prepare the Japanese mind for a warwith
Russin.  The professor preaches Japanese
supremacy in the Far East. The follow-
ing paragraphs from this ariigle are beli-
eved by the Revue delParis and by a writer
in the Noavelle Revue (Paris), to reflect
the officitl mind of Toukyo:

“Ching seews 10w to have lost her op
portunity of evir teciming a great power
Hencetorth it i« 116 i1, terest of Japan to
obtain on the muinland of Asia territroy
bounding the tercitory ol China. To state
the truth more clenrly, if we retorn Man-

chiria to China as matter of form,it must
be in order that Manchnria shall becowe a
Japanese possession in point of tact.

‘*Were Manchuria to become a Japanese
possession, and if later Jtroubles were to
arise in the interior of China,Japan would
be in a position to caln those disturbances
a% once. Japan must not shrink if ecir-
cmwstances require it, from sending her
army into China. . If then, forced by
circnmstances, Japan should take posses-
sion of China, it wonld not be difficalt
for her to hold the country.. The very
length of the present war may have its
advantages. During the period in which
ber army must remain in Manchuria,
Japan will establish friendly relationswith
the people, sne will set up a military gov-
ernment, protect agriculture, collect the
taxes, and the like—things which will per-
mit her to maintain there a large army
withont excessive expense and to prepare
the ground for a future territorial acquisi-
tion. The arwy is now in occupation of
that portin of Manchuria which is richest
It would be absurd after having expended
80 much there in lives and in treasure, to
return it to China withont any indemnity.
But with or without an iudemnity, it is
simply right to restore it to China in name
only. If the Japanese had not defeated
the Russians, Russia would have retained
Manchuria in fact and in form.

"’Nor is this the only forecast of Japan-
ese peace terms with which this high aun-
thority bas enriched the columns of re-
sponsible organs. For Professor Tomizu

writing in the Tokyo Taiyo, declares that
Russia must be asked to cede all Siberia,
~ast of Lake Baikul. to Japan. The fand-
amental ideas with which Japan approach-
e the whole subject of peace have been set
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forth, moreover, by the conservative and
nomewhat anti-foraign Nihongin (Tokyo),
a periodical which circalates amoeng the
educated and aristocratic Japanese:

*‘While it has been proudly asserted that
it is for the peace of the Far East that
Wwe are throwing away so many millions,
80 many lives, and for which we are
risking the developwcnt of our country,
we are neither such weakling benefactors
as to rob ourselves of our property and
give it to others, nor sach slavish Cres-
tares of the past as to expend our resour-
ces in trying to keep as they are all the
institotions of Eastern Asia, thus useless-
ly prolonging their existence. Unless we
had something of moment to gain for our-
solves, why did we take this tremendous
responsibility upon wus? What signifies
peace in the Far Bast?

‘'The Far Eastern question, in the begin-
ning, was ths question of the partition of
China. It had a destructive character.
Tcday, on the ccntrary, it is the integrity
of China that means durable peace in the
Far East. The qnestiun has assumed a
constructive character. The explanation is
that at first it was pretended that the Far
Eastern question must be settled only by
the Europeans and the Americans, the pe-
oples who are alien to the Far East. To-
day the Far Eastern question must be set-
tled by an empire which has risen in the
corner of the East, Japan—the Europeans
and Americans taking a subordinate posi-
tion. The peace of the Oriental Far East
requires that by a union%of the Orientals of
the Far East under the transforming influ-
ence of Japan, a great empire be formed on
the Far Eastern shores of the Asiatio con-
tinent, so that militarily, economically,
and politically the caprices "of Europeans
and Americans shall cease t) be possible,

183

and that the people in the Kar East shall
themselves maint«in order in every re-
spect,

‘'Japan’s action, since the new era. has
always beeu direct:d to the attainment of
this end. Hencefurth we shall no longer
tolerate the insults and the acts of violence
of the foreigners. If they choose to re-
gard these territories as they regard India
or Egypt, if they lose respect for us and,
without making any distinctions between
races and degrees of civilization, proceed
to violence against thelpeoples which nave
a right to their existence upon the territor-
ies in question, we will bheap upon them
misfortunes and disasters from which they
will not recover. That is what we want
the world to understand. '’

PREMIER TWEEDIE




Mr. Chamberlain's Position.

WHAT is it that deters Mr. Chamber-
Iain from forcing a dissolution?
Some persons think it is the success of
the Free Trade campaign in the country,
They argue that Mr. Chamberlain knows
from hissupporters all over the country how
much Protection 1s disliked. There are, 1t
is true, eager and ardent spirits in his
party who are impatient for battle and
taink that Mr. Balfour's Fubian tactics
are doing po good to their cause. They
bave been restless and fretfwl for some
time , and they have made no secret of
their opinion that the life of the Govern-
ment is being prolonged to suit Mr. Bal-
four’s conveniencefrather than Mr. Cham-
berlain’s, The busy discontent of this sec-
tion Las helped to foster the belief that
Mr. Chamberlain himself did not wean to
allow Mr. Balfour to remain in Joffice. The
celebrated nod at Gainshorough was taken
to denote this resolution. But, aecording
to this explanation, Mr. Chamberlain has
now discovered how dreadful a fate awaits
Protection wheu Zit presents itself to the
elector, and a genuine fear has reconciled
him to Mr. Balfour's tactics. In other
words ke does not insist on appeal to the
country becanse ke knows that the result
of that appeal will be a justification of Mr,
Balfour's policy of procrastination and a
staltification of the advice he gave to has-
ten the catastrophe of the first election as
& means of bringing nearer the reparation
of the second.
. Other parsons argue that the reason is not
the Free Traders’ success in the country
but Mr. Chamberlain’s success in his party
What could suit him better, they say, than
&n arrungement under which he can grad-
ually push all the Free Traders out of his
party; while they, by keeping the (Govern-
meut in office, are positively assisting in
their process, accessories themselves to the

conspiracy that sends ‘them into exile? If
the election had come soon after Mr.Cham-
berlain’s new departure _the Unionist Free
Traders would have been too strong _for
summary expulsion. The election has been
postponed and the Uniunist Free 'Iraders
either did not wish or did lnot dare to put
the (Fovernment out. One by Zone the Un-
ionist Free Traders found ‘themselves face
to face with a local mutiny arranged and
promoted from outeide. They hope to the
last that the party is not really to She “eap-
tured, and their pathetic faith in Mr, Bal-
tour disarms them for the only really
effective method of self-protection. The
regime most favourable to Mr. Chamb -
lain’s plans in this respect is the leadership
of & man whose declarations encourage
Free Traders to remain in the party while
his actions help Protectionists to drive
them out. Mr. Chamberlain, on this hy-
pothesis, is content Jto postpone the elec-
tion for the sake of completing the recon-
struction of the party as a Protectionist
Party. Of Mr. Balfour himsel he has good
hopes. There are, it is true, some awk-
ward remarks about two elections being
neceseary before the ecountry could be
committed to Protection; butafter all Mr.
Balfoar is far too good a party man to
hold his party in practice to any such pro-
mise, and these sentences will no more em-
barass him than the assurances to the elee-
tors in 1900 that they were not voting on
domestie issues.

There is a third reason, based not on Mr.
Chamberlain’s_fear of the electorate, nor on
his plans for acquiring ome of the parties
in the State, bnt on the power of the most
highly organised interest in modern poli-
ties What class or interest has most reason
at this moment to dread the accession of a
Liberal guvernment? Of 'course, every
class ur interest that is threatened in re-
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gard to any of its privileges or accumula-
tions by Liberal policy naturally wishes
to keep : Liberai "government ‘out, But
the fear of the Libera: party which ani-
mates landlords or brewers or chumpions of
voluntary schools applies to all times and
to all oceasions. These challenged inter-
ests would prefer that the selection of a
Liberal government, if it cannot be pre
vented for all time, should come later ra-
ther than sooner; but the difference be-
tween their dread of a Liberal government
today and their dread of a Liveral govern-
ment tomorrow is scarcely a strong enough
consideration to restrain Mr, Chamberlain
from arrunging an election when he wan's
it.

There is, however, one interest which is
in a different category, which has a di-
rect reason for attaching a vast import-
ance even to a year's delay in the acces
sion of a Liberal government, It is signi-
ficant that Lord Spencer’s statement about
the plain daty of a Liberal government to
stop Chinese importation when it takes
office has set in motion all those processes
by which the SouthAfrican financiers work
up feeling and alarm in both eountries,
What do these Ginanciers associate with the
accession of a Liberal government? First
of all, the cessation of their supply uf cheap
laboar, Secondly, self-government instead
of a plan, as Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man well pat it, for confirming the mine
owners in their freehold of the Chinese
compound. Thirdly, the revision of the
scheme by which Portugal snpplies the
Rand with its natives and enjoys in retur
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preferential railway rates over the British
colonies of South Africa, a scheme under
which the British colonels and Britishship-
ping interests have already suffered very
severely. Fourthly, a Factory Act. Fifth-
ly, a High Commissioner whom they may
find an independent character. This pros-
pect is quite enough to explain the reluct-
ance of what one Tory paper calls *‘Imper-
ial interests in South Africa’’ to ‘agree to
an early dissolation; and the ‘same paper
adds significantly thatr Mr. Chamberlain
has come to see that those interests are
even more important than the strategical
cousiderations which dictate an early elec-
tien. A year's delay means to this interest
much more than it means to ~the ordinary
vested interests that Liberalism automati-
cally attacks. Its power over Mr. Chamber-
lain must Jof course be ‘ccnsiderable if it
can indace him to abandon bis own strate-
2y.  Until the secret story of the Raid is
told nobody can tell all the means by
which that power has been acquired. Bat
even apart from the ZRaid, Mr. Chawber-
lain is under large obligations to the men
and the interests that have subsidized his
campaign with a handsome and clandestine
generosity. No Jlists are published, and
the only clue we buve to the source of this
revenue is the reason given by local Con-
servatives for the assigning of a safe seat
to Dr. Ratherford Harris, Possibly the
plain trath about Mr, Cbamberlain s con-
sent to the postponement of the election is
that interests which he dare not disoblige
command it.

Yo e v




Trade Union Latw in England.

(From the London Speaker. )

MONG the liberties that have gone

by the board in the last ten years not
the least important is the position eo
hmdly won by the tradesunions during the
third quarter of the nineteenth centurv., A
strange series or jndicial decisions has rob-
bed them one by one of the immunities
supposed to bave been conferred upon
them once for all by Act of Parliament.
These decisions affected the trades unioms
in two principal directions. In the first
place. in legalising trades unions ard se-
curing their funds Parliameunt had had to
deal with the question of coercion and in-
timidation. This question had been the
subject of snccessive statutes, the object of
which was by nniversal admission to draw
a tine line of distinction between peaceful
persuasionon the one hand and on the other
any attempt to aeter non-unionists from
taking work vacated by strikers by any
forra of intimidation or physical violence
In the fnal discassion of the Criminal Law
Amendmen: Act of 1875, which governed
and still nominally governs the law upon
the eubject, the Government objected to
further amendinents on the ground that*it
was clear peaceful persuasion was not ille
gal, and there couid, therefore, be no ob
ject in inserting the words in the bill.”
On the other hand, watching or besetting
the house, or works, or place where a per
son happened to be, with a view of com
pelling him to abstain from anything
which he has a legal right to do, remains
an offence, and under cover of thia clan-e
the judges by a series of remarkable in-
terpretations bave succeeded in establish
ing the pinciple, first, that all watching

or besetting, though practised only fer &
short time and on a single occasion, is ille-
gal; ¥ secondly, that such watching or be-
setting need not involve watching or be-
setting of the works or any other special
place; and, finally, that though there must
be a '‘sort of' compulsion to constitute an
offence, that does not mean that the com-
pulsion must mot be oxercised upon the
working man who is Jwatched or beset. It
is sufficient that there is compulsion of an
employer effected indirectly by the persua-
sion of one of his workwen. Such, as
stated by an able legal anthority in theMan-
chester Guardian as far back as November,
1900, is the preseut law as remodelled by
the judges upon the subject of peacefal
picketing, and these points together clearly
cover any attempt to persuade a workman
other than one of the actnal strikers to
leave or decline employment with a view
to supporting ga strike, The notion of
watching or besetting is so transformed as
sub-tantially to include being present at
any place for any interval of time, and
the meaning given to compulsion is so ec-
centric as to include the most peaceful per-
suasion of a working man to d, that which
will indirectly bring compulsion upon em-
ployers. No wonder that in the eves of the
same legal cuthority this is *'a carions il

lugtration of our wethods of legislation.
Regaraed by its anthors as makiung it clear
that warching or besetting for the parpose
of peaceful persuasion was not illegal, it
(the Act of 1875) has, by the interpretation
of the courts, beceme a statute whereby
snch watching or beseting is now a crimi-
n Fence punishable by fine or imprison-
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ment and a wrong which gives an em-
ployer against whom it is directed a right
to an injunction and an action for dam-
nges.’’

Since this account of trade umion law
was written we have had a still greater
revolution. By the Taff Vale jndgment
the fands of trade unions became liable

) attack in payment of damages for Any
wrong committed by agents of the union
in their capacity as agents. Here again
the judges deliberately altered the law as
everybody had, down to the time of the
Taff Vale case, assumea it to stand, and as
Parliament intended it to stand. When the
trade union leaders songht legal protection
for their funds they o iginally intended to
promote & form of bill which wonld have
incorporated the trade wnions They were
deterred from doing so by ndvisers who
pointed out that the position of the trade
umioe was materially Sdifferent frow any
ordinary corporate bedy. It includes
large and flactnating membership  The
many members are imperfectly under con
trol and some being poor and  needy,
might be in & position to be influenced
Uy enemies of Jthe trade union, and in-
duced to bring “aetion against it with a
view not to satisfy any personal com-
plaint but merely to injare the union in
the irterests of *thoze against whom it is
operating in defence %of the rights of the
workers. The Act was secordiongly passed

in a form which wade no difference in the
corporate status of unions, Nevertheless,
the jndges decided in the Taff Vale case
that they possessed such status, and there-
fore, like any other corporate body, they
wight be made parties to any action at
Inw. The effect bas been precisely what
the advisers of the trade unions predict

el. The trade union now finds itself li

able to damages if its agents by any pres
sure npon emvloyers indoce them not to
employ certain men, even if they uave
embezzled trade nnion fands They are
liable to damages for any injury inflicted
upon any third party by versnading their
workpeople to quit their employment or by
persnadin, any other workpeople ro decline
employment vacated in the corrse of a
strike. They can be sued by one of t-eir
own members who thinks that their funds
sbonld not be spent in furtherance of an
industrial dispate and ean tind a loophole
for attack in some informality. It does
not matter whether suckh member is ncting
in the interests of the very party withwhom
the trade nnion is in conflict. It does not
even matter apparcatly 1f he is financially
supported by snch a parte He has an
action mgainst the trade union, wng by
enforcing his claim can put a stop to =
strike. It 15 even possible that a dissent

ing minority may be able to divert trade
union funds to political parposes

On the Upper o'tawa,
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Marconi, the wireless and tiveless, whose stations in the Maritime Provinces

were under discussion in the Houge of Commmns this week.




