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ON MYSTERIES.

Yidemus nuace per speculum in enigmate.
IFcscenow as through a glass darkly—1. Cor. xui.
Avrr Naturc abounds with Mysteries: and thereis
not the Jeast  part of #, which man in his present
state can fully comprehend. My present act of]
throwing down my thoughts on paper, is it nota
mystery Which lies beyond the utmost reach of my
understanding ! For what relation have these
strokes of the pen with the thoughts, thot are just
now rising in my mind ! oy how can the idcas of a
spiritual being, which are themselves as void of|
shape and figure as the soul that produces them ;
and which are always passing on in rapid succes-
sion after one.avother; how can they bethus ar-
rested and rendered stationary and permanent 2—
How can they be thus brought forth, 1know not
whence, to public view, and made visible to the
corpoareal eye? lIsnot this a kind of incorporating
power, by which we give somethiag like a body

to that avhichis purely intellectunl ?

By this wogderfil and unaccountable art of;
wransforming  our thoughts inte letters, we may
converse with our fullow creatures without the
Lielp of the voice: we may lay open the innermost
recesses of our hiearts to our most distant friends 3
Wwe may even continue to give counsel, and impart
intruction 1o our latest posterity.

But what shall we say of the motion of the fin-
aers, which corresponds so exactly with our
thoughts, as almost instantancously 1o lay them
down on a smooth surfacc in g visible shape '—
And how quickly is this language of the hand un-
derstood by the eye, 10 which it is addressed ; and
through which, it passes into the mind  of the be-
holder. "Fhe eye has no sooner caught it, than
the tongur, that no less wonderiul vehicle of
thought, is ready to express itin sound, and thus
to communicate to the car, that other inlet toythe
human mind. -+

Equally wonderful is the sense of touch, which
gives instant warning to the soul that something
pressesupon her machine. ‘To say nothing of the
tastc and smeil, bathavhich senses, if nearly exam-
ined, are equally astonishing and inexplicable 3
what is more inconceivable than the cause itself of]
the above phenomena 3 the union of the soul with!
the body ?  Ofa spirt with a emall portion of|
matter which she animates and puts in motion 5
with which she is so exclusively connected as im-
mediately to influcnee no other visible part of the
creatior 5 but by the medium of which she can

extend her infiuence  to other budics, ixesides that

which she inhabits; and even communicates
to the souls of others her own thoughts and sen-
sations,

Were weto descend more  to particulars, we
should be stil more convinced that we are in
every respect a perfeet mystery even to ourselves.
How shall we account for thay faculty of the soul,

emory, which holds forth to us as in a clear mir-
ror, the exact image of the scenes we have beheld,
and of the persons we have known in our past life :
which produces, hen  desired, true copies of the
beoks we have read, and turns up to us the very
page we wish to cite? Which so carefully regis-
ters whatever we see or hear done or spoken’?—
And how happensitat times that when called
upon to bring forward certain  facts, which she
owns she has in her keeping, she scems so much
ata loss to find them at the morgent ; and often lays
them before us when thev are neither called for nor
expected? Is it thatshe has thrown themby rather
carelessly, like lumber in some crowded apartment
af the brain, and therefore cannot discover them
till a particular search is made afier them ; and
then of her own accord she holds them forth to us,
as if 1o prove that she has not wholly lost them.—
Houw is she able in such smali space to store up all
her ideas ; and in o regular 2 manner, that, as we
perceive, the most  similar are always classed near
cach other. For how often, in endeavoring tore-
collect any word or name, if we happen to start a
similar idea, or the leading syllable of the expression
we strive to recall, is the word or thing we scek
for instantly turned out.  Not, perhiags, unlike the
orderly merchant, who ranges his goods inthe
most regular manner, after looking through his
warchouse, where arsticles of the same kind are
kept, she thusat last finds the particular thing
that is called for.

o less wonderful is the fancy 3 which though
muchofa kin with the maemory, et in this is dif
ferent from it, that it ne! only traces to our mind
real scenes which we have witnessed, “but also de-
lights in creating new and imaginary ones—
Through what little worlds ofits own creation does
it not lead us in our sleep 3 when it makes us ac-
quainted with persons whomnont over knew jand
travel through ceountrics which none ever beheld,
but the single individual whom it is pleased to con-

et,

Whe shall mare  easily explain the other two
powers of the mind, the will and the understanding ;
which, though facultics of the same ideptical being,
and made to bealways in unison and concord

together, arc often, however, atsuch varance

I\vith eachother ! For every one feels the truth of

the poet’s proverb :

Video mecliora, probagque’
Deteriorascquor.

I sce and approve tchat is right, yet follow what is wrong

By the will we are indeed constituted masters ol
our own actions, or free agents; yetstill the un-
derstanding is given us to be a check upon our con-
duct. Or rather this inward light of the soul s
held out to us to direct us on in our journey through
lift ; and to shew uswhat we are to seek and
what we are to shun, for our comfort in this world
and in the next.  The will, therefore, though free,
isintended to beled on by the understanding ; and
ifit ventures to walk without it, it walks in the
dark,and is sure to stumble.

But what is this will, which so often deterniines
against the understanding > Or that understand-
ing which checks the will 5 chides it, for whatit does
amiss ; applauds it for whatit has done well, and
directs it how it ought toact? Or how canone
pure spirit be thus so much at variance withitself?
To be sure this argues in us some imperfection,
which can be accounted for only by the fall of man:
for in his original state of innocence and perfection
his will could have been but an assent to his reason
or understanding.

But if we pass fromthe invisible to the visible
part of ourselves, the body, is not all thatwe ob-
serve in it equally incxplicable ? Let the most
learned philosopher explain to me, if he can, the as-
tonishing change that takes place in usof our meat
and drink into our fleshand blood.  Let him tell me
howmy blood is sent bounding through my veins
in a perpewal flowv. How  the various juices, that
compose it, are sccreted and  sent, eachto form its
own portion of the wonderful frame.  Some to form
the eye, others the hair, the teeth, the nails, the skin,
flesh, bones, marrow, sinews, brain, and a thousand
other parts of the admirable machine. Let him
tellme how each finds its way to its own depart-
ment, and with what a discerning hand nature sc-
parates from these, and casts off whatever is pseless,
hurtful, and superfluous. In this he will be forced
to confess his ignorance. He knows that il this
happens in himsclf; but how it happens ke cannot
tell, He canonly udmire the wisdom of him, who
is the author of'such a wonderful work.

But if tve must confess that we arca perfect
mystery even to ourselves, how can we pretend fo
know Bétter those things that are without ug —
Which {s that single ahject within the whole com-
pass of nature, the essence and  origin, the proper-
ties, mechanism and  design of awhich we can_fuliy
and with certainty explain ?




THYH CADRTMORES

"The ﬁm objeet in the universe to excite our ad- [tin their curious and usefud resenrches, they di°-‘] theseisa wonder unaccountable, their vital prinei-
miration is the Sun, that mparts hight, heat, and ifcover new mysteries, nor can they ever say \hw pley linked with their earthly parts, their mstinet,

life to all creatures,
ity aceount of am ?

Whoe canginemea satisfoc-"have arrived at the ne plus wltra, the primary
"The astronoaer will ealeus | clements ofthings,  The  same may be said ofthe
Gate to me his inmense distanee from our earth,  fire and water 5 both fluids, kke the air, thougl alt
and the enormous and shinost inconceivable bulk of | the three so very distinet and ditferent fion oue |
tis sphere. He will accuuut tome {or the manner '{anaother. I'he fire i particular, the most subtle
mwhich he gives the day and the night, and variestof all fjuids, the  very nature of which i3 tv disen-
the seasons of the year.  And, when he has done 1 cumber itselt” of all othier substancees, to rise alofi,
<15 he sure that all this is more than mere plan-and to dissipateitself treely in the ethereal void :
~ihle conjecture?  Sull has he not explured to me (0w 15 st so clusely imprisoned nevertheless 3 :md,{
the nature of that vcean of fire, which 1sever burn- contrary toits  seeming essential activity amd mo-;
s without being cansumed : which b every mo- {bility, shut up inan inert state in ulinost  every
ment qumu stich .m immense flood of its substence, Isubstance s p‘lrll(‘\ll‘lrl\' in the flint, and nsteel and
without <uffering the least visible dinunution for so ;coinbustibles of every kind? By this stupendously
nany ages. Ho\v then 15 e fed with his fuel 3 orrestnetive law Almighty God  bas chained d8vwh
how is his substancd, o much impaired, mstam)v Ithis most  volatile of all the clements ; and has pt
venewed. it every where in our power to call mrth when we
W hat more satisfactory ,uxunm can be give me!, please that light and heat, so absolutely  necessary
of the Mooy, planets, and stars ¥ What are those :.iur us in our present state of existence ¢ and were
irreaular spots scattered over the surface of the the but for one moment to suspend this law, we
Moon®  Those belts observed with the telescope should instantly see this world in a blaze, and the
ot thede k Ole\p‘lC\ “h\d) so olien change their [)l‘()p!lt(“v fulfilled of the finul conﬂ.wmuon of the
~tuation and appearance 2 That prodigious fiery funiverse.
ring timt encireles Saturn 2 Whaare these bodies ] Who has vet been able to account in @ satistie-
"xv-mwl\ es? Perhaps su many waorlds inhabited ' tory  manuer for the Aurora Borealis, or Not- I
like ours 3 and by what sort of creatures, and for “thern Lights ; for the lightening and thunder 2 If;
whatend? What is that comet just now blazing: 'u:cy are, as seems probable, of the samie nature!
above our heads 7 * Whenee this stranger wand- 4 with the eleetric fluid, are we for all this the wiser?
ering among the host of heaven.  Whither does he _fOr is not the electricity itselt’as inexplicable a mys-
tend with such amazing rapidity, and in a direetion ‘ftery t What shall we say of the mineral and vege-
~o different from that ofall therest?  Alas! all the "table worlds, which offer such a boundless field of
astronomer’s  knowledge here ends but in queries -m\cshg'mon to the chemist and botonist? The
unresolved.  Hismind is lost in a world of conjec- "m.xgnct or loadstore, for instance, who can explain
ture sand after all his Jearned disquisitions and de- " the cause of its powerful attraction of certain bodies,
wonstrations, he must end by acknoledging hix pro- ..md why in the ncedle it constantly points to the!
foend gnorance of all these things. ‘north and south poles 2 Who can’atso account for!
But ifwe alight from these sublime contempla- ‘} the variation observed on the mariner’s compass 2—
nans, in which we can only amuse ourselves with 1 Who has sufficiently unfolded the nature ofthe po-
endless vague supposiiions, and come to ~xamine hivpus plant, which some havethought the link bet-
1hose objects which he  more  within the sphere of ) ween the animal and vegetable kmddomq 2 What
our obsarvation, are we moreable 1o account for |iis it thatinakes the sensitive plant shrmk back from
them ¢ No, not even for those which we view close | the hand that has touched it.
around us 3 which we see, touch, taste, and smeli.
\What is that carth, on which we tread 7 How!
wonderful and unaccountable its substance, from
which all the creatuses existing  Lere below de-
rve there  subsistence 3 which affords toall the
piants and trees their various juices, without ever
conifiing or blending them improperly 5 or giving
ene what belongs to another.  YWhat is that
air, which we breathe 7 that invisible fluid. so es-
<em ally necessary for life 5 which sweeps in every
direction round tiic’surfice of our globe, is inhaled
i theli watery caverns by the inhabitants of the
deep @ insinaates itself imto every thing: even pe-
nctrates into  the bowels of the carth, and by its
~udden expansion, and prodigiously incalculable
chitic force, shakes at times whole kingdoms from
their very foundations? Whit is the distinct na-

But without singling out the most remarkable
and curious objects, let us, in considering the most
commonand ordinary, explain, if we can, the mecha-
‘nism, for instance, ofa single plant. Let us tell
thow it searches and finds in the earth its own pro-
iper congenial aliment.  How this aliment, like ours,
s circulated through  its body, made upofa statk
covered with a porons bark like skin, through
which it perspires ; and filled with small tubes, like
veins, through which the nutritive juices flow, like
the blood in living creatures, towards all its parts,
the leaves, flowers, and fruits; thus feeding, sup-
porting, and maturing the whole : and how a por-
tion of dead matter can havesuch an animal power
init. But who shall attempt to explain the animals
themselves, the birds, fishes, inscets, and altliving
creatures; every one of which taken singly, and

tire of this fluid 2 Chymists may weigh, disseet,
and decompound it 5 and, at every step they make

* In thisage of wonders, two comets have latelymade
{hetr appearance ; oncin 1803,%and another ix1811.

each smallest part of it, is to us a mystery quite inex-
plicable, fromtheelephant down to the mite,and
from the mite to the smallest animalcula which we
discover with the microscope. All and cachof!

sprapagation, use, form, or mechanism § in a woud,

} every thing that regards them.

Here, indeed, is enoush to humble the wisest and
most learned phitocophers 3 wha, by the by, are al-
ways the first o see and acknowledge their igno-
sance.  But at any rute it ought to shut for ever
the mouths of those, whom real ignorance and a
want of reflection trains to such  selfsufficieney, as
u wishi to subject every thing 10 their feeble unders-
tandmg s to thick to sean with their puny reason
the Jughest mysteries of religion  to sound the un-
fathomable depths of the knowledze power, wis-
dom, goodness, and justice of God, and would
measure their faith in revealed truths by their own
solimited intellects.  As well might they think o
contaim in the hollow of a thimble the imimense bulk
of the rolling ocean.

Yet suchisthe presumption and arrogance,
should rather say fdlly and madness of our modern
infidels. For wiMy do they question the ysteries
of the Christian faith? Not surely for want of
sufficient authority, forl will venture to say, that
nothing which they believe, if they believe any
thine upon record, has such weighty authority on
itsside.  For what weighter authonty can there
il possibly be, than the free und uncontrouled testimo-
ny of all nations in every age to articles, whichit
were against their comfort ot interest in this world
orin the hext, to forge or maintain. To thesc
muysteries, which reason itself in - part discovers, the
most worthy and learned of mankind have inall
ages assented.  But by our free-thinkers, who style
themselves plnfosopners, though léast ofall men they
deserve that name, they ave deemed absurd fables.
Andwhy? hecause, as Isaid, they caunot compre-
hend them.  They, who cannot explain to me the
nature ofamite, the wing ofafly, theleafofa
flower,a blade of grass; they who must confss
themselvesa perfees mystery cven to themselves:
will define to me the naturc of the Deitv! Will
tell me precisely what he isin himself, and what be
isnot: what he canand what he cannot do?! It is
trulv honorable for religion to have none for her
adversaries, but persons so very unreasonable and
extravagant.

.
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Original.

JERUSALEM AND ROME.

O the depth of the riches, wisdom, and knowledge
of God! How incomprehensible are his judge-
ments ; and how unsearchable his ways ! For who
has kncion the mind of the Lord ; or who has
been his Counselor?

Or all the nations that figure in history, down from

the carliest periods to the present time, nono so

particularly claim-our attention as the Jewish and

Roman; for, in contemplating the important events

that have taken place in both these states from their

origin to their end, we discoverin their contrasted
fates a particular design throughout, and a. special

purpose 5 towards the fulfiment of which, all hu-

A
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ol ctions, huwever seitewilled, however unjust
ated attioctots, are made to tend by au all-wise, al-
mueghty and ov er-rehng Providence.

Pl Jews, till the connng of our S:wio}u; were
tise only people on earth who had retained the
Lowledire and woiship of the trie Gud. They
were the chosen people of God 5 separated from the
test ol pranhid, and  preserved ina miraculous
tanner frum the general contamination of Molatry.
An insurmountable wall of separation was raised in
iheir ceremoninl Taws  and iastitutions, botween
them and the Gentiles,

quesi s norever sought, but in selfedefence, or Ly
way of retaliation, to make inroads on the territo-
vies of wheir neighbors.  Their city, Jerusalem, as

. . . . . . o
its name imphies, was the city of peace @ and it first

hinu, Melehisadech. was Priest of the most 'Iu'gh
God who offered up the unblody sacrifice of jread
und wine : anillastrious figure of’ the Redeenger,
who is king in his spiritual Jerusalem, the Church;
and a Priest for ever according to the order of
elchisadech. Ps. 109.—Heb. 7, 17.

All the other nations, having yickled themselves

ujp to the blindfoldmg influence and degrading sway

of the passions, had quite lost sight of their Malker
and fallen under the dominion of the Devil, their
original deceiver, their morial enemy, Apollyon, the
Destroyer.

‘This evil being, the inspirer of fratricidal hatred,
the hindlerup of war, and pagan God of battle, who
had long strove 10 obtain and secure to himselt’ the
<npreme and absolute sway over our sin-polluted
reee, imagined ke had at length accomplished his
fatal purpose; and attained the long sought for
object of Lis hellish ambition, in the wide establish-
«d empire of idolatrous Reme.

Under very different auspices did this City of
War, and capital of the heathen world, eriginate
trom those which muarhed the rise of Jerusalem, the

ity of Peace.

M originated, this war-waging capéal, and grew
ap to its gigantic height and form under cireum-
stances every way corresponding with the vile and
maleficent nature of that infernal being, whom God
~0 leng permitted for bis own sectet, all-wise and
just purposes, to influence its fate, and apparenty
directits destinies.

It was founded by those begottcn in crime; two
twin-brothers, the feigned offspring of Mar, the
gory God of War, and of a ravished or perjured
vastaly who were exposed in their infancy to des-
truction by an ennatural Uncle 3 but were found
ond nursed by & cominon prostitute 3 or, as waus
wriven out, by one of the most rvenous of'the bhrute
kind.  When grown up, these became cliefs of
robbers; and in aquarrel between them abou
marking out the limits of their strong hold, the one
isslainby the other. 'Thus, the ¢rime of Cain
was the first regal act of Rome’s rffian funder:
and the murderer of a brother the fatal inaugura-
tion of that fumous ¢ity destined hy war and blood-
shed to acquire the sovereignty ofthe Wo:ll,

Once establishel in the!
Land of prowse, ey uever dreamed of Turther cons,

rape of the sabine women.  In fine, s tounder and
first Sm'crvlign was assassinated and made a Cod
of: and thus robbery, murder, rape and delusion
were the means by which was established thus
capital of the pagan World.

s first regular Sovervign, Numa Pompilivs, 2
Pontilf’ too, hut notot’ the Most High Gud, like
Melchisadeelr; but of the false divinites, wlom he
served 3 and whose permicious purposes he promo-
ted, by nuaing up their abominable worshlp with
the fundaizental laws Vthe State; however well
intentioned in sceking thus to tame and civilize the
ferocious minds of a rude and ignorant banditti,
was but areligious juggler at best, and an arrant
Iinpostor.
dts monarchy ended as it had hegun, in crime 5 in
the adulterous ra, e and suicide of Lucretia s and
the first exercise o its Consular power, that power
destined to sulxlue all the nations of the Earth, was
an act of judicial Parricide. A father consecrates

his own children.

Every step inade towards R improvement and
aggrandizement of this chief of pagan States, was
marked with violence, blood shed and unnatural
crime. The despotic government of the Decem-
virs was overthrown by a parricide as unnatural as
that which had establisnedithe Consutate. Virgini-
us slays his innocent daughter, to rescue her from
the impure grasp of Appius.

To say nothingof the sluughtering progress

nion, we sceat last their long boasted consular pow-
er ending in the murder of him, wito, by his military
'skill and successfub achicvements, M carried it to
its highest pitch of’ renown: and the imperial reign
ushered in by the most horrid and wide-spread ci-
vil war recorded in history., )

Well, thien, may we style the reign of Pagan

whose sanguinary triumphs was to cram that ca-
pital with ail the absurd and abominable heathenisk:
rites and superstitions of ¥80nquered countries 3
mahing her the Pandamentim, or common home
rof all his congregated idols, and monstrous diving-
tics.

The whole world, one small spot"cxceptend, had
now submilted to Satan’s yoke. Judea alone re-
mains conquered ; and against it,at last, he bends
his destructive might,

In this attempt, also,is he suffered 1o prevail. Ju-
deais subdued, and made tributary o the hea-
then ruler.

The Adversary’s triumph scems now complete ;
and his sway over the human race secured 3 yet,
what he could never have dreamgd of, or suspect-
ed, in the very fulfilment of his wishes he suddenly
met with his utter discomfiture. )

Litle did he think that in extendicg so widely
his war-won fimpire, he was but paving the way
for the Gospel of peace.  Nor could it Lave entered
into created imagination that what ‘'with such long

Tire first ciance of perpetuating the race of its

enduring anil gigantic excrtion, had been at length

finhabitants was brought about by deceit, and the,

the new order of things by shedding the blood of’

which the Romans made towards universal domi-li

Ronic the reign of the destroyer ; the dire effect of

so firmly and universally established, would be
suldenly overthrown by suchfeeble means as those
pitched upon in derision of all his nighty efforts.
{to be employed against him.

The means by which Satan had established, and
thought to have perpetuated his reign on carth, were
great and mighty in a natural sense. ‘They were
 the alluring objects witk which he sought to tempt
even the Saviour ; worldly dignitics, lurdly domin-
(ion, and temporal enjoyments of every kind, Such
"‘werc the too pavyerful temptations held out by the
.cunning fiend, to bribe the co-operation of the
' covetous and aspiring of our race in his devilish de-
signs ; while to the vulgar, ignorant, scnsual and
grovelling, the unrestrained, nay, the religiously
sanctioned apd often enjoined gratification of the
animal passions, made his yoke delightful, and hus
sway desirable.

For the@lequirement and retention of such high-
ly prized objects and relished enjoyments, he well
knew what fallen man would do and dare ; and, in
his calculation on the efficacy of such means, he
had hitherto apparant reason to think himself not
mistaken.  But all his huge and high piled fabric
‘\vas doomed to be overthrown by means the most
,humbling to his pride, as in themselves the most
humble. For, as evils are always cured by their
opposites, so the means pitched upon by divine
wisdom for effecting our salvation were the very
reverse of those selected by Satan for accomplish-
ing our ruin, They were, according to St. Paul,
the foolish things of this world to vonfound the wise;
'ihe weak things o confound the streng; the mean

\

|

';things of the wortd 5 the contemptible, and thosethat
rare nol, in order that no flesh should glory in his
fsight.—l Cor,1, 17.

! Twelve poor, ignorant and humble fishermen a1«
ichosen as the fittest instruments for working this
iwonderful change. And how were they fo ac-
y complish the prodigious task, and to bear down
before them the whole opposing power and influ-
ence of the bigh and migbty ;- the lcarned and the
cloquent, the rich and vain, the interested, sensual
and voluptuous; all of whom the adversary had
won over to his side, and arrayed against them;
the avowed disturbers of their enjoyments; the
unwelcome preachers up of repentance, pennance
and sclf-denial ; the stern reprovers of every vice :
and the constant inculcators of the most disiuterest-
cd virtues. The teachers, also, of doctrines and
the propounders of mysteries far surpassing ali hu-
man understanding ; to the belief of which, man’s
proud presuming, though short sighted reason bes
coustantly shewn itself so unwilling to submit.
How then were these few feeble and destitute mor-
tals to prevail in so unequal a centest, where they
bad every thing human, wealth,- nobility, power,
cloguence, fashion, prejudice, pleasure and the
very laws~of mighty States all combined against
thun? By suffering and dying ! yet kow soon ang
permanently was their victory achieved?

Peter, whose name was notunmganingly changed
by lus Divine Master, from Siton to Cernas; or
therock ; Peter, the rolling stone, detached withoiis
hands from the mountain side : Dan. 2.84,~that
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is, from the side of Christ, a} whose word he is set
it motion ; finally reaches Rome, the chief seat
and the very cenfre of heathenism, It gives the
towering idol of paganisin the long predicted
mighty shock. The huge amalgamated idolatrous
wass is horne down before its irresistible impetuosi-
ty 3 crushed and crumbled bencath its supernatural
weight ; and dissipated, in fine, like dust before
the wind, to,, .her with the long lived power that
yaised it ; instead of which, is scen to rise immo-,
scably based on the same ideuliﬂ( spot, another
power, destined to subdue, not with the slaughter- 1

wonderful ways of tho Omnipotent in bringing this
good out of evil ; and in turning even the free-willed
efforts of his greatest cnemios to the direct sab-
serviency of his ends: for there is no wisdom ;
thereis no prudence ; there is no counsel against
the Lord.—Prov. 21, 30.

It is besides worth remarking, that it was not
till Rome had reached the highest pinnacle of her
imperial might and grandeur ; not tll her Mars,
the Destroyer and gory God of war had attained
the very acme of his power on carth and secured to
himselt all the helps and meaus that this wosld and

ing sword, but with the word Divine : and to rule | guilty mortals could afford, to prop and perpeluate
with peacefiul sway all the nations of the carth, ﬁ\l', his sway ; it was only when the fiend imagined
the very ond of time. Thus, the mystic sione ! his soul enslaving project fully realized, and jost
wrows into a mountain, whick fills the whole earth. ;;at the proudest moment ofhis self-congratulationg,
Dau. 2,36. | that the Saviour deigned to measure his means with

o Peter, the Saviour's chief A posie and repre- ' his.  He hurls against the vain boasting Adversa-

sentative, was this chief csploit aséigncd; and .

Rome, still all his vwn, proclaims to cach suc- '

ceeding generation his wondcrful bloodless victory: !
a miracle worthy of the distinguished omnipotence .
of the meek and humible Saviour who sent lum ;
tnaking thus his prefered objection and weakness
uscrthrow the whole resisting pith of human might,

and pride of worldly grandeur. ]
. chosen champion; Peter, now humble, conveited

The faith preached by Peter in their copital to

the Gentiles, is soon difiused through all the sub-'
impire ; pouring along the g

rrowing torrent of its wholesome and purifying !

waters, as was forcscen so long before by tlell .
’ 5 : ; the monster from his long usurped throne ; casts

ject provinces of the

Prophet Ezekiel—47—and sweeping away in ils

rapid but noiscless course, the long congregated |
Saint Paul in|
liis epistle to the Roman Convents gwes glory tol
¢sod that their furth is elready reaviened over all!

| sOME THOU
' LILIOUS INTOLERANCE.

filth and abominations of idolatry.

thc carth.—Rom. 1. S.

Here then at last are clearly seen manifested in;
their accomplishntent the designs of Providence,
with regard to these two wonderful states : Jerusa-
lem and the Jews, us was forctold by their Proph-
s, rejected for their rejection of their promised
Messiah ; and Rome aud the Gentiles chosen as
the same Prophets had predicted.

‘Fhe Jews in delivering up their Messiah to the
Romans, made over {o these last their religionalso;
which necessarily followcd him, the great object
«f all its figurative cercinonics. Rome thus, the
. apital of the Gentiles, becomes the capital of the
new chosen people of God; and Jerusalem, with
Ler peaple, who had cast him off, is cast off by him
inits tum and deveted to destruction. That power
which the Jews had so madly invoked against their
Christ., is soon after turned agaiust themselves ; and
Jie heathiens to whom e was given up, wade the
unconscious avengers of hiswrongs.  They lay the
sacred city, no longersacred in blood and ashes;;
ogether with its far-fomed temple,

now become |
uscles, since forsaken by its Tatelar Divinity ;
and sellg as slaves, and scattor all over the world,]
Ike the leaves of Autumn before the autumnal
umale, the wretched remuant of the Deicidal and,
setf-devoted race, whom their conquering sword!
Ladspared.

Who jn all {his byt must sce and admire the _5sen1imt creeds of Protestantism were neves lmm"'n.‘l

| He 1cho 1s not withme is against me :

iry’s head the mystic pebble, gathered from the
,brook,—1 Kings 17, 29,—1the Cephas, chosen from
ithe watery deep,—Matt. 4, 19—16, 18. With
“such humble missile, slung by the Shepherd King,
s the giant warrior lad low ; and his own murder-
ous sword sccure?s the victor’s triumph, and re-
‘mains his lasting trophy.

' Peter goes forth, as I observed, lis Master’s

and confirmed. He who lately trembled at the
voice of a silly Maid, now dares the lordly demon
in his own watlike capital. He forces his chicf]|
citadcl ; breaks into his inmost strong hold ; drives

down the huge, unhallowed fabric of idolatry;
erects upon its ruins the triumphant sign, and es-
tablishes there for ever the peaceful reign of the

Redeemer, 4

- -
GHTS ON THE PRINCIPLE OF RE-

e and he, who gathers

not with mc, scalfers  Luke xi.

Maxy are apt to entertain a particular antipathy

“to the Catholic Church, on account of her supposed ‘

intolerant prineiple of denying salvation to all,
who are not of R€Bwn comuunion,  Yet every
Protestant  Sect, afd particularly the Church of
England, holds it necessary for salvation to be of the
trite Church, And ascach of them, in its tum,
s given itsell out for the only true Church, so
each in its corssions of fitith Las more o less ex-
plicity maintained that outof its own communion
there is nosalvation. T eannot therefore well per-
ceive why the Catholic Chureh should be deemed
more ileberal and intolerant than the Protestant
Claurches. for holding a duetrine which they have
all profissed. 1 should rather think ber in as
*much less so, as she is more universal, and extend-
' od as to thne and place : for it were surely more in-
tolerant and illfbernl iff only a national, or but part-
:l_v a national churely, or local sect, to hold forth such
.la doctrine; than in one that hasexisted in all ages,
‘since our Saviors time; that has been and still is
the established  religion of the far greatest part of
{Christendom 3 and }at is to be found in all the
i nations of the earth.and in conntries whete the dis-

But the Catholic Churchis not so tleberal in this
respeet, as sheis supposed to be hy thuse whoe
know her not. She admits, what reason  indeed
shews must be the case, that &lmighty God reguires
impossibilities of no one. So  that, if we ean but
suppase any in the absolute impossibility of eomingy
to the knowledge of the  truth, but who stricily ob-
serve amwd practice what their conscience tells them
is right such she deems virtually her children, en-
pable of heing saved through the superabundant
merits of the Redeeener, who dwed for all men ;
and through whom alone all, that are saved, are
saved. But this she maintains does not in the Jeast
supersede the absolute obligation every one s
under, of enquiring afier the truth, whenever there
is the least causc for doubt; and of embracing it.
when found. )

ON REASON.

Tue chief thing that distinguishes man from the
brute, is his Reason ; that ray of divine wisdom,
I'which streams upon his mind; and, like the light ot
"the <um, discovers the heautiful ubjret, from which
it procceds. Thus by the light of Reason we dis-
cover God ; and all his admirnble, amiable, and
dreadful attributes : his eternity, and consequent-
Hy his immutgbility in nature and purposes : his
iomnipotence. and conscquently his unity, freedom,
‘and independence 3 as two or more such beings,
lwilling contraries, must impede each other, so as
lto render the supposed omnipotence of cach guite
null, and themselves a mere non-entity : in fine,
his infinite wisdown, goodness, beauty, justice, and
'sanetity ; or, in ane word, his infinite perfection.

If in the next place we consider the relation
{which God has to his creatures, the lightof Reason
{stil shews us many  conscquences necessarily
!ﬂowing from his infinite perfection, which it has
!n]rcad_v discovered to us.  As, for instance, that
Ibcc:mso God is infinitely good, just, and holy in
{ himeelf, he must love and reward what is good in

{

'his creatuses ; and hate and punish in themn what-
ever is bad. That, as infinitely just, he cannot
jpunish in any way, or render. unhappy in the
'emallest degree his creatures, unless by «ome fsuit.
"wlich they might not have committed, they de-
iserve the chastisanent.  That he does however
"punish Lis creatures, as the many miseries, 10
iwhich we sce them all subjected from their very
i nativity, and even in their mother’s womb, mos?
evidently prove. That therefore we have all of
vs some how or other offended him. But as we
could not in person have offended him before com-
ing into the world, that we must Lave offended
him in our progenitors, in whom we certainly did
exist, and in whose crime we must eertainly have
partaken. as we do in their nature. That our
progenitors who have offended, andin whom we
ihave all offended, were free not to have offended ;
otherwise as infinitely just, God could not punish
them, as he does, for having done what they could
not help having done.  That still from his forbea-
rance with his guilty creatures, whom he punishes

hut in part, without casting them off ultimately and
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without resource, nay on whom Le heaps number-
less favours in the midst of the chastisements he in- ||

flicts, that, I say, he has still some views of mercy
m therr regard, still some design of n future~and
perfeet reconciliation with them.  All thie evena
heathen may discover by the mere light of reason,
as indeed several, and in particular a Plato actu-
ally did ; and therefore expressed a hope, that at
some future period God would send the Just One
to restore us to our original state of innocence, and
conscquently of happiness without any mixture of]

misery 3 which orizinal state thepagans all acknow-
ledgred in their so rauch celebrated aolden age.

The light of reason likewise shewed the heathen
ohilosophers the necessity of rel’y vus worship.—

‘or by it they clearly perceived that all our good
must be from God, and all our evil from ourselves,
‘T'hat therefore God tor the good he bestows de-
serves our most grateful homage of thauks : for the
good he may vouchsate to bestow, our earnest sup-
plications, us a testimony of our entire dependance
upon him j and for the guilt we may have con-
tracted our utmost endeavours to appease his
wrath and regain his favor; all which eflectually
constitute the essentials of religious worship : the
absolute necessity of which Reason alone demon-
strates.

Had man been a solitary creature, ora purely
spiritual being, like an angel, no external mode of
religious worship might have been necessary.—
Ouly the internal worship of the mind mightrgn\c
been required. But in his compound sfate, asa
being consisting of a body and a soul, Reason
shews that he 1sbound to “worship God with his
whole being, with bis body as well as with
his soul : which he could not do, without external
acts, without gesture and voice : nor indeed is it
natural for him to feel strongly in any way, without
appearing outwardly affected. Hesides, as a
member of his own society, he is bound to shew
good example, and edify all around him ; which
can be done only by external expression: hence
Reason also shews the necessity of external modes
of religious worship.

The modes of worship adopted at first by man-
kind, must have L en proper and rational’; as his
notions of the Deity were just and truc ; but misled
by his passions, and blinded by ignorance, we all

know what absurd opinions cencerning the Deity, |

and consequently what ridiculous, and even exe-
crable forms of worship he at lengthadopted, Who
then but he who made him at first so good and per-
fect, could raise himup from his fallen and de-
graded state ?  Could remove his night of error,
and shew him once more in all its original beauty
and splendour the light of truth? Who, but the
Deity, could imaform him of the wonderfnl and in-
conceiveable meang he had resolved upon to re-
concile his justice calling aloud for punishment,
with his mercy imploring pardou in our behalf 1
Who, but he in person could have Bught us n
so simple and plain a manner, that infants ma
fully comprehend it, a doctrjne so perfect and su-
blime, that the greatest philosophers, the most
lcarned of the ancients, could never come near it
in their _highest flights ; and which he sums up to
us in this simple command : thou shalt love the
Laord thy God above all things ; and thy neighbour
(thy fellow creature, friend or encmy) as thyself?
cason therefore, in fine, shews us cleatly the
necessity of Revelation, which alone could make
known {o us the merciful designs of God in re
to man, whom he punished, yet spared.; and on
whom therefore Reason perceived bis mercy would
someday break forth. far was Reason of itsell’
capable of conducting us in our search after the
cternal fruth, that could diréct us towards our last
s#nd ; but no further, till guidedifsclfby Revelation.:
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. TIIE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

| It is reported that the new government of Irance
has declared the Catholic religion to be no longer
the religion of the State, though the religion of the
"country. That religion which, (not by violence
iand blood-shed ; not by civil discord, outrage, fire
,and sword; but by the word of Ged, that two edged
spiritual weapon procceding from the mouth of
Christ ;) had conquered the whole heathen world ;
land made her fiercest persecutors, the haughtiest
. pagan monarchs, bow their necks to the yoke of the
:!cruciﬁcd God® ‘Fhat religion which naturally
l" thus becama the religion of the States adopting it,
l'nnd continued such till new sects and more indul-
, gent persuasions obtained their permitted and pre-
idicted sway ; that religion, in a word, asis evident
:to all but unbelicvers, stands not, like others, in
need of the arm of flesh to support it. And, lest
any onc should have cause to think with her ene-
‘mies, that her existence depends upon buman sup-
:port ;¢hat God, on whose word alone she rests
'secure inthe midst of her most deadly adversaries,
:slrikes down the outstretched armn of the profane,
ywho think to prop his tottering ark, the care of
lwlich is committed to none, but his own duly
“chosen and consecrated Levites.--2 Kings, 6, 7.

'] Every sincere Christian and friend of humanity
Iwill know how to appreciate the boasted liberality
“of the new French government, from the ominous
:circumslancc, that they have ordered the unhallow -
,cd remains of a Voltaire, a Rousscau, and other
infidel miscreants, to be disinterred and replaced in
what they call their Pantheon, a heathenish name
given to a christian temple, out of which the im-
_pure relics of those anti-christian scoffers had been
!ejccted, after the revolution of blood and crime,
g’which their writings had caused, had passed away;
‘or rather had but subsided fora time. Furit was
_clear to every obserer of events, that their disor-
ganizing spirit was still abroad; that jacobinic,
‘murk y, mischief plotting demon, whom they had
' conjured up, was Lsily at work on the long un-
:chrisﬁanizcd minus of a vain-glorious and licentious
,communify. It was evident from the scditious
!'tone and tenor of the gallican press, that the con-
| spiracy against the christian religon which brought
“about the French revolution, though checked in
"its wide-spread and desolating progress, was still
‘working in sccret, and threatniug to burst forth
lagain like a volcanic cruption from ils half extin-
{guished Crater.  All the measures of the late gov-
erament were indiscriminately censured; all ifs

Y il appointments cried down and found fault with. The

! Catholic Clergy and religion werethe constant ob-
I jects of the mockery and hatred of the riBrRAL
Fyench cditors. The Jesuits above all, who, for
their lcaming and active piety, continucd still the
dreaded scourgo of infidelity, were the perpetual
butt of their jacqbinical railings. Who then but
|saw the gulph into which the French nation was
Iblindly planging, And who now can tell the issue
of the desperate plunge ?

A LETTER ON MODERN FREE THINKERS
DEeas Faxxius,
¥ went yesterdny to pay a visit {0 our good friend

P

Cephalus at his country scat. As1¥ entered the
greatalley that lends to?xis house, 1 met him there

taking his evening walk with scveral of hisacquain-
tances. One of them vas a little trim gentleman,
who, according to the commeon phrase, had just
finisked his studies; and who passed for very

learned and excecdingly polite in all the neighbor-
hood. Afler the first civilities were over, our
friend, who the moment before had becn engaged
with him in a dispute concerning the fatal ten-
dency of modern philosophy, told him with a smile,
that he had now one who could enter the lists with
him. As for me, continued Cephalus, 1am no
scholar; and you lcarncd folks- casily throw
me out of every argument, and make me give into
errors and absurditics which I had never once im-
agined. Ile then told me that he Lad beom en-
deavoring to shew that the philosophy of the times
had been more hurtful than beneficial to mankind,
and that therefore it ought, by all men of good
sense and virtue, to be exploded. That the dec-
trine of their Rousceaus and Voltaires, and of such
other champions of impiety, lad sweptaway more
of the human specics lﬁan l.ad ever been destroyed
by famine orpestilence : and had stirred up more
civil commotions and caused more war and blood-
shed than the wrath of kings and potentates, or the
ambitious contention of rival congquerors. He al

ledged as an invincible proof of his assertion the
French Revolution with all its dreadful consequen-

ces; which he described in such stong
aud pathetic terms as made me acknowl-
edre  that it scomed no  easy  task to

retute so forcible an argument. Upon this the
Gentleman, addressing himself to me, said : that
the evils of which ourfriend complained, were ne-
cessary evils, which we must feel for the present ;
but which may be productive of the greatest good
tomankind. Itis only bleeding the patient in or-
der to cure him. Asin desperate distempers, sayvs
he, one must often depart from  the common Jaws
of medicine, and boldly venture a cure, which, how -
ever violent, may bave a good cffect ; so, when phi-
losophy and persuasion cannot prevail, force and
the sword may urge home conviction. When the
slave continues to hug his chain, if you wish to set
him free, you must forcibly break it asunder : and
ifthe cloudsof bigotry and supeistition be too dense
to admit the rays of reason, they may be dissipated
in a storm,

I could wish to know, Sir, said I, what title your
philosophic worthics have to a greater share of
reason thatythe rest of mankind, or by what fatality
has the light of reason found its way only to afew
old rogucs ; who to blunt the strings of a guilty
conscience, have endeavoured to work themselves
into the persuasion that there is no such thing asan
hereafter ; or who to gaun a name, and to form a
party of admirers, have thought proper to depart
from the beaten path of common sense, and to be-
wilder themselves and their followers in their
wild aud extravagant conjectures. Novelty in
point of opinion, as in point of dress, is
sure totake with the vain, superficial, and un-
thinking part of mankind ; but those who are more
influenced by right reason than by fashion and ex-
omple, weigh well their motives for adopling a
new system of ‘beliefl beforethey reject the old.—
Do youimagine that all the while the world has
cxisted, or if it be eternal, as some of our modern
sages pretend, can you su'ppose that during an infi-
nife series of ages, no philesophers so deep; no po-
liticians 50 cminently wise, as our modern free-
thinkers, have made their appearance.  How came
they to be singled out by fate as the only persons
proper to clear away cur prejudices, to {each us
truth, to assert the liberiy nns nghts of man, and {0

adjust the scheme of human things, preferably fo so
many more learned and truly virtuous personages,

who hy their lives and conduct, as well asby Urir
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doctrine and its happy effects, have proved ﬂ\cm~]i nor distinet from
sehves indecd the real friends of man. h

But, Sir, replies the gentleman, the whole  of
rour argument is reduced to this, that because the
madern philosophers difier inapinion trom the bulk
of mankind, they must be in the wrong. Now it
behuved you to have first proved that the general

opinion of mankind cannot be crroncous. ' you
do this, theu to be sure, you will give a mortal
wound to every new  system of Dbeliel.  Yet the

discoreries which have Leen nade since the fif-
teenth century demonstrate that an opinion univer-
~al as tostime and place may be, nay often is erro-
neous, and that afew  individuals ave sometimes
vapable of discovering truths which the rest of man- |
Lind from the begiamng of the world till their time
were not able to discosver.  Was it not the opinion
afall men that the carth was fixed and immoveable.
and that the sun made the daily round of our planet?
Nay, your very Bible afiinms it to be so, although;
Copernic and all succeeding philosophers  have
proved the absurdity of such an 'h)po\hcsis. Who
ever thought  of explaining the mation of the hea-
venly bodies round theiv respective centrical orbs,
or suns b{v the laws of projection and altraction,
and of shewing by these laws how such huge bo-
dies once in motion and suspended in the void can
never depart from their orbit, by either flying off’
ot the tangent, or by tulling down towards their
venter of ditraction ¥ Whoever durst attenipt to
¢ .xlu_dn‘c theirdistances aud  solocities, il a Co-
pernic a Newton, 4 Kepler, aud such other bright
weniuses grose upon the benighted world 1

the body. Thatit is the body
which thinks and rcasons. That nothing exists
but matter.  That this world is the effegt of chan-
fce. | That God is a chimera, an inaginary phan-
tom, amd that nothing ‘n‘ows his  enistence,.—
(Elelveties)Thatall amankind are equal, and that
therefore there ought to be no subordination. ‘Fhese
‘Sir, these are the abominabie absurdities which
they advance 1 which fly in the face of nature ;
which tend to unhinge every government ,to dis-
solve all society, 1o break the sacred ties of kindred
to create the most wild and tumultunus  anarchy,
rand to 1ender the  state of man a thousand times
iworse than that of the wmost savage  bru-
des. Andall this they wil® foist upon us
lgratis, torsooth, and as taken for granted; and
ey alone have reason on their ade, just be-
icause they say so.  And all the rest of mankind
are poor, deluded, blind and bigotted idiots, be-
cause they are simple enough to believe what they
see and feel, and because they will not adopt a
doctrine, which nature disclaims, detests, and ab-
hors ; and which is absolutely incompatible with
our present state of existence. W hat exccrable
wretches must those be, who venture so much as
to think, not only to speak, to write, to publish,
and by every meaus possible to propagate such
enormities ! T would blush, Sir, to be thought a
idiscaple of such  speculative reprobates, whose
baleful lucubrations have been the deathof millions
and the cause of all the dreadful calamities under
which the world at present groans.  Yet will they
make a merit of having  sown the sceds of discord

Sir, said I, our modern pretended philosophers
are nanc of those bright geniuses come o enlighten’
the world, "Fhey ure buta scct of gleotmy \ilfa'ms,!
who emdeavour to wrap up truth in a cloud of so-|
phistry, and to bury cvidence itself in the darkness!
of duubt and sceplicism. The great geniuses
vlions you mention, always revered the seriptures:
and the Christian religion, whichyour frec thinking!
worthies have ever aflicied to despise. Butto come,l
10 the point in question,the general opinion of man- |
Lind concerning mere points of speculafion or the !
physical phenomena, iay surcly he erroncous.—
17or we cannot pretend to know all things ; nor is
Gol bound to undeceve us in things of mere cun-
osity, without the perfect  knowledge of which we;
can fully answerthe end ofour creation,  ffe even|
declares in the inspired  writings, that he leaves
this world and all naturce as a ficld of investigation
to the human genug, wherein she may expatiateat
taze’and try hes abilities 5 mundwn fradidit dispu
tatio.i eorm, Kecl, iii. 11, Maekind, you say,
imagined the carth iimnoveable. Itis so. Sir, in
sppearance,  Was God obliged to letus know that
thiswas but an _optical illusion?  As well might
vou assert that he is obliged to reveal to us exery,
thing, and to make wlat is impossible. a finite be-!
ing lfikc bimself onniscient.  What does it proﬁl}
auman to kuow whether the sun rolisround the varth;
or the carthround the sun 7 Whether we ov shtto!
account for the regular motions of the plauets vound,
vieir respective suns by the projective and attrac-)
tive forees, or by the sabile matier and vortexes of!
Descartes.  But our wodern philesaphers do eot:
trouble themselves much about such physical re-;
searches, or the  cleariong up of chscure truths.—,
I'heie main effors scem 1o be to refute even com-)
1on cense  itself, which s the fixed standard and
the ondy test of truth 3 to which whatever is repug-
nant must be false, and whatever consonant, true.—
‘Phey endcavour to erase {Lat indefaceable rule o
<onduct which the hand of nature has fraced in the
wind cfman ;o they will set themselyss to prove
arainst every feeling of G2 human heart, that there
i« no diference betv. o good and evil, justice and
ininstire, honour and ignmniay, sirtue and vice.—
€ Preret)  ‘That we ought uot to curb our passions.
‘Fhatiiw Jove of our pareiir is mercly e effect of

‘among their fellow creatuses; yet will they pre~
'sume fo style themselves the friends of wman. And
iyet there will be found persons so lost to every
sense of honor as to pride themselves in heing the
,discinles of such contemptible villians.  For what
-can be so contemptible, so completely ridicnlous
jas a downright sceptic, who studies (o reason him-
self out of his senses, and who doubts of bis very
existence ? Ora hoary Atheist, who can view
witha stupid indiftcrence the beavotiful frame of
this universe, without discovering in it the finger of
a being infinttely wise, infinitely powerful, and in-
finitely good to man. Who, while tottering on
the brink of the grave, continues to mutter blasphe-
mies, and who dares to lift up his im\‘\ious head
against the God of Nature, and to give him the he.
Such were your Colling, Tlohbes, Woolstons,
flerberts, Shaftesbury s, Bayles, Bolingbrooks nnd
Humes.  Such your Yoltuires, Rosseaus, 4’ Alem-
berts, and Diderots ; and such are the men, who
peetend to reform the world! Here Cephalus in-
terrupted me, bidding v drop the subject for the
present, and go and take some little refreshment.
To this we both readily assented.  The gentleman
;only added, that at some mnore convenicnt time, he
"'would like to destend more to particulars with your
ifriend,

i CAMILLUS.
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God mterfiring, to redress  our wrong, ra'ies our
jease in the end infiajtely  better than it was in the
beginning., Yet cre this can be effected, his jus-

titice nuest e satisfivd 3 aud this 0o by the veryof-

i(‘cndcr man,  How this could he accomplished, it
jwas beyond  the power of any created intellect to
lconceive s fornan, the offender, was utterly incie-
pable of mahing the slightest satisfaction worthy of
',(}ml's acecptance, as an attonement for his guilt.
{Phen T will be the man, to make the necessary sa-

sdacation, That the sovl of man s nof immortal listaction. said the fitial Deity to his Eternal Fa-

ther, 1, asman, will atone tor the sms of Maw, sa

ergfice and oblation thondudst not require, but thuw hasf
fittedabody for mc. Holocausts for sin did not please
thee. Then said I, behold I come. In the head of the book
s teritten of me thut I shoutd do thy will, O my God ! 1
have destred it, and thy law in the midse of'smy heart. He-

brews, 10, 5, &e. Ps. 39, 7. o the heud af this
book we find it indeed recorded i the sentence
passed by the Deity on the Serpent tempter 5 m
which the seed of the woman is announced, wh
should one day erusit Lis hirad, By assuming w
last our lowly and dearaded nuture, he has exaliod
win himeelt” inflnttely above that of the hshes

Angels : and has nade it inus the very hnk of
kindred, that muites us closely with himself; amd
makes us the ooty Brethien of that God, whom
creatures all adore,

Verse 9. dud the Lord God called Adum, and said tes
lum : Adawm, where ait thou ?

Was dus the voice of an offended Deity? Oy
does he not rather, like the oood shepherd, already
begin to seck the sheep that was lost 2 Instead of
appearing to our first Parents clad inall the ta-
rors of s incensed Majesty 5 and  thundering in
ther ears the dreadful and irrevocable sentcuee ot
their condemnation 5 Le goes ont afler them, and
vites them baek with that meek and gentle eall,
addressed to the father of our race @ ddam where
arl thou? And, when they stood trembling aud
silent before lim, ke does nat even chide them for
what they had done ?  He patiently hears their se-
verel excuses 3 and turns in the end the wloke
weight of Ius iudignation against their tempter.
He fys his dreaded cuse upon him, and foretddis
in mystical tenmg, the final, complete, and Luv-
bling victory, which should be gained over him by
the woman, overwhom he had in the first instance
prevailed : and by Lier son, who should be his con-
quering antagonist.  Thus, nstead of punishing
man for his first transgression, he promised Lum the
greatest good that omnipotence can bestow—an
EManven, or God with us. After thus awaken-
ing hope in the breasts of our first Parents 5 and
allaying their fears ; la then, and only then, pro-
nounces their doom 3 hv which he seems to con-
demn them only to a v temporary suflerings and
a momentary death @ cternal death and everlustis,.r
punishment not entering into his merciful vicws in
their regard ; except in conscquence of their re-
newed and percevering guilt,

YVerse. 21, And the Lord God made for Adam and kax
137 fe garmonts of skins, and clothed them.

Not omtly did he treat them like a tender and
sympathising Parent ; but heeven condescended.
notwithstanding their ofience, to make himselfl a1~
it were, their servant. He mave them, thus, o
pledge of his future protective care, and witic -
fultess over them.  And, though he banished then:
from their carthly Paradise, and denied them tor o
while the bliss of beholding bim 5 yet he shewed
them that he had not east them wholly ofi': hi
that the time would come, when he would be fithy
reconciled to them : that then he would reecive
them into favour agnin, and make them happ
with himself for ever.

Verse 22, Aod L soid : behold, Adam has e

-
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come like one of ws, knowing good and ecil. Now, [
therefore, lest perkaps he put forth his hand, ll."dl
take absoof the Tree of Life, and e, and Iwc.'
for ever.

Alminity God, again speahing in the plurat nuni-
ber, to shew his contempt of the eflorts of' the sin-l
ners to be Jike unto him in independence and know-
ledae, speaks jeeringly ofman’s guilty presumption
at~ he does or another occasion 5 when mankind ga-
tiered together on theplain of Senaar, and distrust-
ing his solemn promise to Nuah that hLe would no
more deluge the earth 3 thought of ciecti o tow-
er that would reach above any future inundation,
and be a monument to their glory, and a puint of
refuge in time of need.  Gen. 11, 5, &e. Their
vain attempts he meets with derision 3 or, as the
Poalmist expressesit : He, who dwelletk in Fleaven,
will laugh at them ; and the Lord will deride them.
Ps. 2, 4.

Verse 24, #nd he cast out Adam ; and placed
Infore the Paradise Cherubims, and « flaming
Sword, turning every way, to Keep theway of the
Treeof Life.

Yet man, when tried and proved worthy, was
destined to reenter Paradise @ not, indeed, the earth-
Iy one, which was destroyed by the Deluge : butan
infinitely happier one, prepared for him in heaven,
his eternal abode in bliss above : where lus God wil
again manitest himselt to hinp 5 not, ason carth, in
a horrowed form § but, as he is in himselr; inall his
grandeur and all his glory.

But how ishe to return to his maker? By re-
rracing his steps,  He feli fiom him by disbelief
anl disobedience.  He must return to him by faith
and obedience.  His faith is tried by inexplicable
mysteriesrevealed ¢ his obedience, by elear precepts
vigoined.  Among all the mysteries revealed, there
i~ ane, which puts his reliance on God’s word 1o the
utmost test = the Eucharistic Mystery. But, on
this aceount, it is the most clearly and unequivocal-
Iy prefigured and announced. It was prefigured
by allthe victims eaten, as well as slain 3 but parti-
«ularly by the Paschal Lamb. 1t was still more ex-
aetly prefigured by the miraculons manna, shower-
ed down from heaven. It was prefigured by all the
unbloody sacrifices of the old Jaw: by the shew

bread, loaves of proposition, and wafers of fine
Mour —Lev. 7, 12, ‘i’hcsc, like the fruit of the

tree of life whichthey were one day in the fullest
~ense to become, were cmblematically guarded by
the golden Cherubims placed on cach side of the
Jewish Tabernacle; to which, when at last we
have access as in the Saviour’s dispensation ; when
the figurative Cherubims, guarding the veiled entry
are Withdrawn, we are restored to our God, from
whom we had fallen, and are allowed to feed upon
the trec of our Redemption, the Cross 5 for on that
tree the flesh of our great propitiary victim hung,
which we are now commanded to cat, as the sov-
ereign antidote against the death denounced ; for,
he who eats my flesh, says Christ, shall live forever,
John 6, 36, &c. .

Thus are we restored to our creator by our belief
and patticipation in this sacrament. 7%e frez <f)
Lnowledge, sought against the will of God, Whose

" frnit gave death, is thus changed into the tree of no'of wrath.—Iph. 2, 5. To hecome therefore chil-

i PR
knowledge coveted, beyond what God hasrescaled; dren of loce, and be thus udmissible into the for-

whose fiuit we are now comnianded to eat; in order ;feite
spirituat Adum ; and this is what Jesus Christ in

to have our doom of death revessed ; we me thus l
restored toour creator in Time, that we may be |
inscparably united with him for Liternity.  Hegis!
thereby in us ; and on him we lne, £ in them,;
says the Saviour, John 17, 23; and ke who ecateth i
me, the same also shall live by me. Ibd. 6, 58. lleIi
thus who hath anear, let kim hear what the spirit i
saiii to the Church ; to him that overcosicth, l:l
will give to cat of the tree of life, which is in the
paradise of my God.—Apoc. 2, T,—to himwill I |
give the hidden manna, and « white counter, mxd;
in the counter « ncw name, &c. Ibd. 17. It isthe:
real manna, as the name implics, which the aston-,
ished Israclites gave to its figure in the wilderness ;|
excliiming, on sceing it descended on the earth,!
what is this? for they knew not what it was.—;
Exod. 16, 15, Itisindeed the greatest and most,
inexplicable of wonders; yet nothing too much |
for that God to perform, who so solemnly assures:
us that he is the living bread, that came down from
heaven. If any man, says he, shall eat of this;
bread he shall live for cver ; and the bread that I
will give 13 my flesh for the life of the world ; John
6, 51, 52,—Better far than even the miraculous
manna, which wag but its figure, and granted only i
for the short support of the mortal body ; wherens |
this is granted for the everlasting suppost of the im-
mortal soul. Not as your futher did eat manna,
and are dead. He that cals this bread shall live!

Jor ever. Ibd. 59. This, however, isa hidden man- |
na, known only to such as believe. Ibd. 5. To!
such alone asare taught of God : not to those who
are taught by man, £tis twritten in the Prophets, f
snid the Saviour, when inculcating this most trying ;
article of our faith, they shall be tcught of God.— |
Ibd. 45, They who are taught of God, can take!
his word for their secufity ; well knowing that hei
can do infinitely more than they can comprehend. |
Such arc the little ones; and in the estimation of
those tought by wen, the wnwise; whos wisdom!
Divine invites to partake of her banquet, prepared.
but for them, within the walls of her house, that,
rests upon her seven pillers ; the seven sacraments|
of the Saviour’s Church. Prov. 9. To them is'
given a better fare than what is elsewhere distribu- !
fed, the vintuer’s dvug and the baker’sernmb 1) W
while others still cling to the figure which is pagcd 1
away, they enjoy the long promised, immortalizing;'
reality. !

Chapter 4, V. 1.—It was after the fall that Eve'
becamne amother, for had she conceived and brought ;
forth before, ler offspring would not have becn:
subject to the general curse and consequences of
sin; nor the whole hluman race have been placed
on the same footing, and under the same redeem-
ing diepensation, whereas, according to Saint Paul, |
by one man sin entered into this world ; and by sin,
death ; and so death kas passed upon all men ; in
whom all have sinned.—Rom. 5, 12, i

Adam was the natural father of mankind. Jesus
Christ isthe spirtual one. AHN the children of

jjed out as va

d paradie?, they must be made cluldren of the

the most solemn manner declard to Nicodemns in
these words : Amen, amen, Isay unto thee; cx-
cept aman be born again of water and the holy
ghost, ke cannot enler into the kingdom of God ;
John 3, 5. Thercfore, in sending forhis Aposiles
to teach all nations, he commands them to baptize
them in the name of the father, and of "the son, and
of the holy ghost ; wesd adding, -he who believes ani!
18 baptized, shall be saved.—Matt, 28, 19,—Mark
16, 16,
:\'ow, asit is by the womar that we are born
the children of the natural Adam, according to the
esh, so it is by the Church thatwe are born chil-

ndren of the spiritual Adam, according to the spirif.

Eve, our nataral mother, was taken from the shle ot
Adam our natural father, cast into a deep sleep i
paradise. 'I'he Church, our spiritual motber, was
also taken from the side of Christ, our s‘piritual fa-
ther, cast into the deep sleep of death upon the
Cross; when the water mixed with blood was scen
issuing from his wounded side ; the cleansing and
regenerating stream, deriving all its purifying and
prolific virtue from the expintory blood, pourd out
for us to the Iatest drop. It is by this revivifyine
strcam in_baptisi, that the Church is empowercu
to bring forth children to her spiritual spouse. And
hence, according to the holy fathers. this emblem-
atical circumstance at the passion is so remaked
and dwelt upon by the beloved Apostle. John
19.34. It was to the formation of his church
from his wounded side while he hung dead upon
the cross, that the spouse alludes thus in the Can-
ticle of Canticles : under the apple trec raised thee
Cant 8. 5. and also where he says : wchen
exalted, from the earth, I will draw all thing<
to myself. Now this hesuid, signifiing what deal’
he should die. John. 12, 32, 33,

The figures now allusive to the Redeemer’s dis-
pensation begin to thicken. We shall endeavour,
as we proce~d in our remarks upon the sacred
text, to explain them in the sense of the Catholic
Church; and of her holy Fathers, spiritual wriers
and learned doctors from the earliest ages.

And here, at the outset, it is proper (o remak
that God has been pleased to reveal to us his
truthsang designs in our regard by sensible signs,
Typesand figures ; by .-\ﬁogorius, emblematical
similies, Hicroglyphs, and parables ; all which arc¢
aptest to rivet our atfention ; and leave a lively
picture impressed upon the mind. Had we been
created pure spirits, like the angels; no such
modes of instructive communication would have
been required. But, composed aswo are of o
body and a soul, our maker addresses usin our
twofold capacity: and informs our soul in the way
most natural tous, through the medium of the
sensces,

Cain the first born of Adam, was a husband man;
and Abel, his younger son, a shepherd. Cain
whose sacrifice was not acceptable to God ; and
who, from motives of jealousy, killed his brother
Abel ; {o whose sacrificethe "Lord had respect, re-
presents the Jewish nation, whose sacrifices God
rejected ; Mal, 1. 10. and who, out of jealousy,
put to death the Saviour : and were therefove turn-
bonds over all the Earth : but on
whom as on Cain  God bad seta mark, that they
might not be destroyed : and hene, con to the
ever shiftingand perishable condition of the other
uations, they remain, though in a state 6f univer-
sal degradation, & dispersion, the all énduring won-
der of the world.  Abel too, by his profession, re-
presented the spiritual shepherd ; and, by his ac-

Adam are bornin sin; and by nature, are children |

ceptable sacrifice, our High Pricst, Jesus' Christ,
: “Fo be oontinucd.
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ON SAINT PETER, THE AYOSTLE. ~Juse 29ru.
How Jesus triumphs in his Saints
O'er worldly grandeur van 5

That sudden shifts, before the wind,
Ay fleets the vap’ry train ¢

tWhile in their monumental dust
Neglected Monarchslie ;

WhoséWame, that once so filled the eartls,
Scarcelivesin History :

Faras the Church the Fritjygs spread,
This day the nations raise

‘Their common ,oice, 1n chorus sweet,
T'o sound ler Peter’s praise.

Next to himself, Religion’s chief,
Mark how the Saviour chose

A poor, ilhit’rate fisherman,

‘Yo facc her proudest foeas.

Farth's mighty mistress for her God's,
Rome, trembling at his word,

Against truta’s champion bids her chiefs

asheath their conquering sword.

In vain her chiefs their sword unsheath
In vain her leaned inveigh :

Against bis artless eloquence
Their utmost skill display.

Low at his feet her bloodless sword
Rome now subnussive lays :

Aud to her conqueror’s traphy adds
Her leaming’s boasted bays.

While round are eyed, in heaps obscene,
Her crumbling idols . trew'd ;

High o’er her temples, bright in gold,

Messiab’s Cruss is +iew’d.

Where Satan in his fiercest might
Maintain’d lus murd’rous sway 3

Triumphant reigns the Prince of Peace,
Whom nations all obey

States rise aud fall : ‘Time’s ampic seythc
Sull mows oar feeble race : -
Fhe tumult, Peter, »et unmov’d,
Views frowm his holy place.

‘The voice of watchful shepherd there
On Sion’s bill reclin’d,

Fach passing generation hears,
Waramg his charge assign’d.

And may we still atientive hear.,
And, hearing, still obey

Oor Shepherd’s voice ! from Christ’s own fuld
Sure never thus to stray '

Whoem Reason proud aleae direets,
Jn vain conjecture lost,

Before cach whimsey’s veering wind
In giddy round are tuss'd.

Unerring sure his word must be
Whose Faith, the Saviour sad,

Should never fail for him, alone
When to bis size be prayed.

17i< Brethren whom he bade confirm 5
Bade, ere he sought his throne,

His Jambs and sheep ; his flocksto feed ;
While Time his course should rum.

The sock he’s still’d, on whase firm base
Truth’s sacred fabric rose :

‘Yo lim the keys of heav™n are Lent,
With pow’r to ape or close.

Ry Satan sifled once, like wheol,
He, self-confiding, fell

Now, by his Lord’s right hand uplicld,
e braves the pow's of hell .

Sfill treads securc the surging deep 3
Nor heeds the billows roar,

Tiil through the terapest, safe at last,
He reach th’ etermal shore.

-J{i« praises then, with ceascless voice,
1.2t Creatutes all resound

Whasc wisdom deigns to chuose the wenk,
Yhe mighty to confornnut

T'o Father, San, and Noly Ghaost,
One God, in Persons Three,

Lt Creatures jointo pour thesr praise
Thcough all Fternty !

|
|
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ON'THINGS BLESSED, OR CONSECRATED.

,Tie custom which the Catholic Church has of
blessiyg, or conscerating  certain things, or  places,
Fand of thug separating thens from profane, aud de-

L an
;dicalin,-_: diem to sacred purpuses, is evidently
erounded on seripture authority.  Holy water, for
instance, was used  in the Jewish Chureh, (Numb,
v. 17.) and the mystical meaning of'it is alluded
!; to by the royal prophet, whenhesays, Zhou  shalt
| sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I'shall be
‘cleansed ; thow sholt washed me, and [ shallbe
-made whitker than snow. Psalm 1. 9. The ark,
“the ephod, the  priestly ornmments, and all the sa-
! ered utensils of the t:bernacle, are instances of the
I"same hind.
Lhad seen the vision in his sleep.  Moses was order-
pedhy the Lord, when he appeared to him in the
j burning bush, to put the shoes from off’ his feet, be-
‘cause the place. onwhich he stood, was holy ground,
TA thousand such instances wight be pointed outin
iholy writ, of a practice similar to that of Gatholics,
iwhich the greatest known favorites of God oncarth
‘would not have followed, had there heen any thing
,improper or superstitions in it, Every thing says
"St. ‘Pymotly, is sanctified by the word of God, and
by prayer. Ch.iv.5. Thereare, besides, inserip-
lture many instances of persons severely punished by
i Almighty God, for profaning such holy and conse-
crated things. He who but touched the ark, to
i'prevent its being overturned, not being one of the
I'Levites, to whose chargeithad been exclusively
icommitted ; was struck dead upon thespot for his
‘temerity, 2. kings. 6.9. Que of the Jewish mo-
narchs, for seizingthe eenser, and presuming to do
the office of the high-priest, was smitten on the #pot
{with the leprasy, and therefore east forth, according
lito the law, from the temple, as one polluted and pro-
Efﬁmc. King Bultazar. for profining at his banquet
' the sacred vases which he had taken from the temple
(i!of Jerusalem, saw traced by ahand upon  the wall
I the tnystical sriting which indieated his approach-
" ing downfall and destruetion, &eke.
)]
i

i

'
i

ON IDOLATRY AND SUPERSTITION.

Blaspheming those things 1which thry now not.
pheming 003 Peter it 12,

Maxy Protestants, observing the outward demons-
jtrations  of respect shown by Catholics to the pic-
' tures aud images of Jesus Christand bis saints, &e.
"and which in some countrics popular extravagance
' may have carried to a ridiculous length s are sim-
i{ple enough, especially on account of such local pe-
“ euliarities, to imagine that Roman Catholics are
li downright idolaters ; worshipping, like the heathens
" of 01, the works of their own hands ; and adoring
f,ﬂ:c creature instead of the ®Creator.  But belore
U passing so severe a judgment on the greatest,
i: mast ancient, and Wastrious body of Christians in
" the ubiverse, it were but fuir, it were cvea necessa-
ity to cxamiue the intentions of those, whow they

Jacob consecrated the place where he |]

suspect as guilty of such an abomination ; and to
investigate  their real notions upon the seores 1id
Hthey but take the trouble to do this, they would find
that there is not one Catholic to be found who ever
imagined fora moment that the paintings or sta-
tues, which he honours, could themselves either
see, hear, or hielp him 3 or who ever thought of re-
verencing them for their own sakes, and not as we
ourselves  would those of beloved Sovereigns, and
heroes of the Great and Good, merely for the sake
of the originale.  Catholics only shew in this man-
ner what veneration  they think due, and would
pay to Jesus Christ and his Saints, were they really
present hetore them, as  their likenesses are.—This
is nat therefore what can be termed ldolatsy, which
is either the worship ofthe thing itself; or through it,
of some false and chimerical Divinity.  AnIdol, ac-
cording to St. Paul, is the figure of that which {s
not, orwhich is not true.  But the representations
made use'of by Catholics are not at all of this kind.
Indeed the trinmph of Jesus Christ over idolatry
hasbeen so comp'ete, thatthis lastis found toexe
istin no pice, where his religion has been once
properly established.  Superstition, however, docs
exist more or less in ali countries, particularly inour
own: and weak ofitself and unsupported by
Reason, it fastens, like the ivy, in its creeping pro-
gress onevery thing that  can bear it up from the
ground. ltclings aboveallto the exterior of reli-
gion, and draws from thenee its nutritive sap, till it
hasdried upthe tree,on which it has throve, and
covered it with a foliage not its own. Inthelong
space of eighteen hundred years, since the sacred
vine has been pianted in certain Catholic countries,
itis not very surprising to find it much encumnbercd
with weeds and rubbish; or that its shooss should
run wild, and bear more folinge than fruit, when,
in the many generationsithas outlived, there were
often but unskilful or negligent husbandmen to
tendit. It is only amiracle that itis rotquite
smothered and dead. Yet still it livesin allits
primiuve vigour, and needs only the skilfully prup-
ing and clearing hand.
S —— ]
AVIS A_NOS CHERS FRERES DU BAS CANADA.
11 est 2 esperer que tout bon Catholic entendant
ou nentendant pas la langue angloise, pretera son
support au senl journal Catholique anglois, qui ait
jamais paru dans ces_provinces surtout en sachant
qu'il est public avec Papprobation, et sous les aus-
pices des Eveques et du clerge du pays . Leprix
d’ailleurs, en est si modique netant que quatorze
shelins par an. la_poste inclue, pour une Feuille
hicbdomadaire 3 q'il y @ bien peu de persannes qui
ne puissent contribuer cette miete a Velucidation et
defonse de notre Sainte Religion, assaillie de toutes
parts, et calomniee par scs nemis daps unc lan-
aue, qu’il est indispensablement necessaire d’ndo)
fer, pour refiter sur pied egal leurs errewrs.  Un
s'attend que la moitie de 'nhonnement annuel, sera
paye d’avance, et envoye Fr chacun, avec s0n ad-
dresse, franc de  post, a 7% Dalton. U.C.

The Catholle .
Will be published weekly at the Office of the Patrioy
and Farmer’s Monitor, Kingstop, Upper Canada,
and issued on the Friday, Terms—&2 perannuin,
(exclusive of postage, Which is four shillingp a year)
payable in advance. .




