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DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THE GAL-
LANT MEMBERS OF THE BATTALION
WHO FELL IN FRANCE

““So they gave their bodies to the commonwealth,
and received, each for his own memory, praise that
will never die, and with it the grandest of all sepul-
chres; not that in which their mortal bones are laid,
but a home in the minds of men, where their glory
remains fresh to stir to speech or action as the oc-
casion comes by. For the whole earth is a sepulchre
of famous men; and their story is not graven only
in stone over their native earth, but lives on, far
away, without visible symbol, woven into the stuff
of other men's lives.”

~—Funeral Speech of Pericles,







FOREWORD

CONSIDER it a great honour to be entrusted with the

task of writing the Foreword of the History  of
such a magnificent battalion as the 72nd Seaforth High-
landers of Canada. To do justice to the subject requires
a more facile pen and a greater power of expression than
I possess. However, I gladly accept the invitation as it
affords me an opportunity of paying a tribute to the mem-
bers of a military unit which was second to none in the
Canadian Army Corps.

My first impressions of the Seventy-Second were formed
in September, 1916, when I assumed command of the 12th
Canadian Infantry Brigade. Soon after this date training
was commenced in preparation for the strenuous work
which was to come during the two months’ tour of duty
on the Somme. The keenness to learn, the high intelligence
of all ranks, the good physique and smartness on parade
were all favourable points noted, and gave me a confidence
in the Battalion which increased steadily as time went on,
and eventually became unbounded.

Whilst always steadfast in defence, the successes
achieved by this fine Battalion were chiefly noticeable in
offensive operations, when carefully thought-out plans and
orders had to be issued by the commanding officer, and
where all ranks always ensured the gaining of their ob-
jectives by a dashing gallantry which the enemy was
never able to withstand. A notable example was the cap-
ture of Crest Farm on the Passchendaele Ridge. This
strong point was the key of the German defences of Pass-
chendaele. Its capture was a feat of arms of the highest
order and is favourably comparable with any ever per-
formed by British troops in war.

This History of the 72nd Battalion Seaforth Highlanders,
giving, as it does, an accurate account of the achievements
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FOREWORD

of the Battalion in the field, will be an inspiration to
future generations of Canadians. I consider that I was
most fortunate in having in my Brigade a battalion ani-
mated by such a splendid spirit of devotion to duty as that
displayed by the Seventy-Second. I shall always be very
proud of my association with the gallant men who com-
posed this unit, so many of whom laid down their lives
fighting for those principles which we British hold dear.

To Brig.-Gen. J. A. Clark, C.M.G., D.S.0., must be given
the credit of creating and training this fine fighting ma-
chine. His natural aptitude for war, devotion to the duty
of looking after his unit in every possible way and his
gallantry upon all occasions, coupled with the fact that
he had as fine material as existed in the Empire to work
with, resulted in the 72nd Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
becoming one of the finest battalions in the British Army.

It is hoped that the reading of this history of heroie
deeds and supreme sacrifices will create in the minds and
hearts of readers an unshakable determination to insist
upon Canada having an efficient citizen army. Such a
force is our best guarantee against a repetition of the
Armageddon through which we have just passed.

The greatest crime a nation can commit is to send its
sons to war unprepared. Our best insurance against the
calamity of war is for each nation in this British Com-
monwealth of ours to undertake its just share in the de-
fence of the Empire. Thus will the development of Canada
be ensured on its present lines within the Empire and our
sacrifices in the late war be not in vain.

‘“Be welded each and all into one Imperial whole,
“One with Britain heart and soul,

“One life, one flag, one throne;
“Britons hold your own!"”

Major-General

Ottawa,
May 27th, 1920



PREFACE

HIS VOLUME is an attempt to place on permanent

pages the origin and history of the 72nd Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada in such a way that it may
be an inspiration to future members of the Regiment and
show them the record they have to live up to. Interesting
and of value to members and their friends this chronicle
will be in so far as it truthfully portrays the events with
which it is concerned. Useful as a work of reference it may
be, and readable by the general public the authors hope it

may prove. But its main raison d’etre is the one already
stated. It will fail of its purpose if it does not lead to a de-
termination on the part of the Regiment to be worthy of its
glorious past. There would have been much to
attract the chroniclers in the inception and the doings
of this far-western military organization if it had never
been put to the test of war, seeing that in Vancouver, the
city of its birth, it obtained, in its early days, enthusiastic
regard among all citizens, and earned high encomiums for
smartness and discipline. The time came, however, when
Highland sports were to be replaced by Highland heroism ;
the parade ground by the battlefield; more or less orna-
mental functions by the stern arbitrament of war. Here,
indeed, were happenings that made very large demand on
those venturing to tell the story of the 72nd between the
declaration of war with Germany, August 4th, 1914, and
the Armistice of November 11th, 1918. The authors of this
book are fully conscious that though they have given their
best endeavours to their task, and have striven to give
due consideration to the relative importance of the events
noted, there must be many instances of valour which they
have failed to record, as well as many points in which
military effectiveness and administration were conspicuous-
ly displayed. But they have tried to give a consecutive and
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PREFACE

concise account of what the Battalion did from start to
finish. If they had had more space at their disposal they
would have enlarged on several matters, notably the great
assistance given to the Battalion by the various women'’s
societies whose constant solicitude for its welfare was be-
yond praise.

That such a military unit as the 72nd should have been
raised and trained in Vancouver must be reckoned as one
of the greatest honours that have befallen this city. That
it should have so distinguished itself in France as to at-
tain an imperishable renown, should be an inspiration to
all who come after. Whenever the wail of a Lament floats
from the pipes upon the air, it surely must forever recall
the memory of those brave men of the 72nd who sleep
in graves beyond the sea; who laid down their lives for the
sake of freedom, home and country!

This work is submitted to the public in the hope that its
testimony to courage, efficiency, discipline and patriotism,
as exhibited in the fight for liberty, may be of use in a
day too much dominated by commercialism, timidity, and
submission to political exigeney. In its compilation the
authors have had access to official documents and have
had the help of many who were actively concerned in the
events narrated. Their thanks are hereby tendered to all
who have assisted them in their task. Brig.-Gen. J. A.
Clark and Lieut.-Col. G. H. Kirkpatrick gave continuous en-
couragement and assistance ; Major J. S. Tait supplied valu-
able particulars of the early days of the 72nd Regiment.
Capt. G. Thornton Sharp, M. C., kindly superintended the
production of the maps.

The Table of Events and the other appendices at the end
of the volume, will, they trust, be found useful, together
with the Nominal Roll, in making clear in detail the opera-
tions and the importance of the Battalion, the history of

B. McE.
Vancouver, July, 1920, A Y.

which it is their privilege to record.
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INTRODUCTION

HERE is much that is interesting in the origin of the
military organization to the history of which these
pages are devoted.

That a Highland regiment should be formed in Vancouver,
British Columbia, is in itself a somewhat remarkable fact
when the attendant circumstances are considered.

At the time when the project was first broached, the mem-
ories of the early days of the city had not yet faded. Old-
timers still spoke reminiscently of the great fire which, a
little more than a score of years before, had swept the infant
town out of existence. In the year 1887 the first locomotive
of the Canadian Pacific Railway had steamed in to the
chosen terminal of the line. Its heralded approach had al-
ready been the stimulus for vigorous building operations.

From this time onward the evolution of the City of Van-
couver had proceeded at a rapid rate. Edifices costing mil-
lions of dollars had been erected, and upwards of forty miles
of streets had been graded and paved. A steady stream of
settlers had set in, till the population neared the 100,000
mark.

But this far western objective of the virile and the enter
prising was a comparatively new city when the idea of a
Highland regiment was first mooted in 1909. The glamour
of Vancouver’s novelty, its rapid growth and its up-to-date
public utilities had not departed. A certain romance hung
about this ultima Thule of the Pacific Coast that was thou-
sands of miles away from the older-settled parts of Canada
No wonder that it attracted large numbers of young men
animated by that pioneering spirit which has done so much
to expand the limits of the British Empire.

Nor is it surprising that prominent among these new-
comers there were many of Scottish ancestry. Eastern Can-
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ada had drawn many immigrants from the ‘‘land of the
heather and the flood.”” Scottish names are found in the his-
tory of the warlike doings of a century and a century and a
half ago. Scottish names are abundant in the old directories
of Montreal, Halifax, Toronto and Hamilton; while further
west were found settlements in which the Scottish element
predominated.

When the trek to Vancouver took place, this Scottish ele-
ment of the Eastern part of the Dominion furnished its full
quota. While there were many who came here direct from
Seotland, there were more who came after they or their
fathers, and in some cases their grandfathers, had been for
many years settled in Eastern Canada. Nor in considering
the Scotsman in Western Canada must those Scottish ex-
plorers be forgotten, who, with characteristic energy and
courage, first penetrated Western Canadian wilds. The chief
factors of the Hudson’s Bay Co. and other trading companies
were in many cases Scotchmen, and they and their descend-
ants were among the earliest of the white population of
B0,

Given, therefore, a Seottish, and consequently a clannish
element in the population of Vancouver; the presence among
them of men not only of financial standing but of public
spirit, and it is evident that the conditions were ripe for the
forination of a Highland regiment, a military organization
that should embody the soldierly ideas, the uniform and the
special characteristics which have ever belonged to the
wearer of the kilt.

A regiment of the Canadian militia, the 6th, the honour-
able record of which has been worthily maintained in the
recent war, had for some years existed in Vancouver, when
the movement in favour of a Highland regiment came into
heing. We must look among the annals and traditions of
the Scottish race for the impelling motives which were at
the back of the new and additional organization. Pursuing
this quest, we find that modern Vancouver is linked with
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INTRODUCTION

ancient Scotland. The mountains and rivers of British Co-
lumbia are seen to have an imaginative and sentimental
connection with Caledonian heights and lochs. The Douglas
fir brings memories of wind-swept trees north of the Tweed ;
and the seas that break at the foot of our mountains remind
the Secot of the swirling tides that encircle the rocky head-
lands of his home-land.

But if these physical surroundings of nature have their
influence, far greater and more essential are those spiritual
and racial bonds which unite the Scot abroad to the history
and traditions of the land of his fathers. The memories of
the religion and the glorious deeds of his ancestors are
strong in him, though they may be overlaid by the more
sordid influences which come with modernity and the pur-
suit of wealth.

Here again our investigation takes us back to Eastern
Canada, where in the course of years several Canadian-
Highland regiments had been instituted. The Scottish spirit
which was at the back of the new 72nd had already been
displayed in the formation of the Highland Company of
Montreal, the Toronto Company of Highland Rifles—at one
time attached to the Queen’s Own—the 5th Battalion Royal
Scots of Canada, Montreal, and several other organizations
of the earlier days. To these must be added the 48th High-
landers of Toronto, in the inception of which an important
addition was made to the Canadian Militia. This regiment,
gazetted on 16th October, 1891, is one which for the publie
spirit displayed by the citizens of Toronto in the supply of
the necessary funds for its formation, the enthusiasm of its
officers, the perfection of its drill and discipline, and the
spirit of its men, had achieved fame in Canada before war
was declared.

The Fifth Royal Highlanders of Canada, already men-
tioned, would be worthy of more extended notice did space
permi:. This regiment was affiliated with the Black Watch,
referred to later. On the outbreak of hostilities a battalion
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of the Fifth was mobilized at Montreal in August, 1914,
where, by the 25th of the month, 1,004 recruits had been
accepted and on that day the battalion entrained for Val-
cartier. Here, when a division for overseas was being or-
ganized, the battalion became the 13th Canadian Battalion,
Royal Highlanders of Canada, under the command succes-
sively of Brig.-Gen. F. O. W. Loomis, C.B.,, CM.G.. D 8.0,
Lieut.-Col. V. C. Buchanan and Lieut.-Col. (. E. McCuaig,
D.S.0. The gallant deeds of this Battalion were such as to
justify the early associations of the regiment from which it
sprang.
THE OLD HIGHLAND REGIMENTS,

We must, however, look further back than these com-
paratively modern organizations, and in doing so we are
indebted to Dr. Alexander Fraser, who, in the introduec-
tion to his admirable ‘‘History of the 48th Highlanders,”’
gives the succinet sketeh of the old Highland Regiments
which have served in Canada, from which the following
items are taken:

The Black Watch—The first of these to be established
was the celebrated ‘‘Black Wateh,”’ the 42nd, regimented
from six companies of military police, which were formed
in 1729, to keep the peace in the disturbed portions of the
Scottish Highlands. These, and four additional eompanies,
were formed into a regiment of the line in 1793, and the
first muster took place in 1740. With the formation of the
Black Watch into a regular regiment came the introduetion
of the Highland uniform into the British Army. This uni-
form is a modification of the national costume of Scotland,
suited to the arms and accoutrements of the soldier.

A description of that worn at first by the Black Watch
cannot fail to be of interest to the Highland soldier of to-
day. The uniform was a scarlet jacket and waistcoat, with
buff facings and white lace, tartan plaid of twelve yards
plaited round the middle of the body, the upper part being
fixed on the left shoulder, ready to be thrown loose and
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wrapped over both shoulders and firelock in rainy weather.
At night the plaid served the purpose of a blanket. These
were called belted plaids, from being kept tight on the body
by a belt, and worn on guards, r2views, and on all occasions
when the men were in full dress. On the belt hung the
pistols and dirk, when worn. In the barracks and when on
duty, the little kilt or philabeg was worn. A blue bonnet,
with borders of white, red and green, arranged in small
squares to resemble the fess chequey in the arms of the dif-
ferent branches of the Stewart family, and a tuft of feathers,
or sometimes a small black bearskin. Tartan hose with buck-
led shoes were worn and sporrans of badger skins. The arms
were a musket, a bayonet, and a large basket-hilted broad-
sword.

In the spring of 1756 the 42nd (Black Wateh) Highland
Regiment embarked from Ireland for New York to take
part in the struggle for supremacy in North America, be-
tween France and Great Britain. The 42nd formed part of
Abereromby’s division, which reached Halifax in 1757, in
the first expedition for Louisbourg, which was abandoned
in consequence of the strength of the French forces there.
In the year following they made the memorable charge at
Ticonderoga in New York State. The second battalion of
the 42nd was raised in 1758, and joined the first battalion
in 17569, the combined regiment taking part under General
Amherst in the operations ending in the capture of Mont-
real and the termination of the war. After the revolution-
ary war, in which the 42nd bore a distinguished part, it
served in Nova Scotia, remaining there until 1789,

Fraser's Highlanders—So far as actual service is con-
cerned, no Highland regiment has been so closely identified
with Canadian history as Fraser’s Highlanders, the old 78th
Regiment. This regiment, in company with Montgomery’s
Highlanders, landed in Halifax in June, 1757. At Louis-
hourg they bore themselves with distinetion, won the
confidence and praise of General Wolfe, and took an im-
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portant part in the siege of Quebec in 1759. The regiment
remained in Quebee until the summer of 1762 when it joined
the expedition to retake St. John’s, Newfoundland, and the
year following it was disbanded, many of the officers and
men remaining as settlers in Canada.

The 78th Highlanders—That so distinguished a Highland
regiment as the 78th Ross-shire Buffs (now Second Battalion
Seaforth Highlanders) should receive a cordial welcome
when it came to Canada is only what might have been taken
for granted. This regiment arrived from Gibraltar in July,
15867, landing in Montreal. In 1868 new colours were pre-
sented to it with great ceremony. The old colours bore the
stains and tatters of many a hard-fought field, and the new
ones had to pay homage to the old, the latter being sent to
Dingwall, Ross-shire to be there preserved. In May, 1869,
the 78th left Montreal for Halifax, companies doing duty
regularly at St. John, N. B., until 1871, when it embarked
for Britain.

Recapitulating, we have seen that the thriving ecity of
Vancouver possessed the materials and conditions for the
new enterprise, a Highland regiment. There were men here
whose inborn military ardour was kept alive by racial mem-
ories and characteristics, first and foremost among which is
love of country and determination to defend it if assailed.
Some of them were descendants of the members of the old
Highland regiments. Some of them had been connected with
Highland regiments or companies in other cities. Many of
them belonged to Scottish societies of various kinds. Among
them were men prominent in business enterprises and publie
institutions. We are to see how these elements and condi-
tions combined in the origination of a regiment, and later of
a Battalion which were destined to prove worthy of the his-
tory and traditicns of the past. The 72nd Highland Regi-
ment came into being at a time of peace. In a few years it
was to be tried in the furnace of war.
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7and REGIMENT
SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS
OF CANADA

CHAPTER 1.
FORMATION OF THE REGIMENT.

Originates with the Gaelic Societies—Delegates from Scottish So-
cieties meet—Application sent to Ottawa—Question of Com-
manding Officer—$25,000 to be raised—Capt. R. G. Edwards
Leckie's Report.

T WAS in accordance with the fitness of things that the

idea of a Highland regiment for Vancouver should orig-
inate in the Gaelic Society of that city. It was in that or-
ganization, devoted to the study and preservation of the
ancient language and literature which are so indissolubly
connected with the Highlands of Scotland, that a few en-
thusiastic Scots gave utterance to the thought that the time
had arrived for the establishment in Vancouver of a regi-
ment of Highlanders. The suggestion was favourably
received , and requests were sent out to the Scottish so-
cieties in the city to appoint delegates to meet and confer
on the matter. Accordingly, on May 11th, 1909, a meeting
was held in the St. Andrew’s and Caledonian Societies’
rooms, when Mr. Alexander Morrison was elected chairman,
and there were also present Dr. S. J. Tunstall, MeC.
Hutehinson, D. C. MceGregor, C. W. Sarel, Alexander Sim,
J. W. Manson, Major J. Duff Stuart, Capt. J. S. Tait, Capt.
A. Rowan, Lieut. Jas. Sclater and Mr. A. McKinlay. Mr.
Morrison, the chairman, with the impressions of what had
been said at the Gaelic Society’s meeting fresh in his mind,
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introduced the subject in vigorous terms, and it was unani-
mously resolved by the meeting that the time had arrived
for the creation of a Highland regiment in Vancouver. Con-
versation took place as to the cost of uniforms, for which
money would have to be raised, since the Government con-
tribution would only amount to $10 or $12 per man. The
suggestion was also thrown out that the regiment might
be called the Strathcona Highlanders, an idea that was
afterwards dropped as Lord Strathcona had already given
his name to another regiment. Capt. J. S. Tait was made
secretary.

The topic was discussed in Scottish circles in the eity from
all points of view, and general public approbation was
evinced, but some months elapsed before another meeting
of the delegates was held. On January 17th, 1910, they
again met, the personnel of the meeting including, besides
those already mentioned, Mr. H. O. Bell-Irving and Mr. J.
MecGlashan. Mr. Morrison reported that application for per-
mission to form a regiment had been sent to the Minister of
Militia.

It further transpired that it had been decided to apply
for the Number Seventy-Second, that of the Seaforths in
Scotland ; that number being vacant on the Canadian Mi-
litia List. The question of officers for the regiment came up,
and as the Chairman announced that he was leaving for a
tour in New Zealand and Australia, Mr. David Robertson,
vice-president of the St. Andrew’s and Caledonian Societies,
was appointed in his place.

At the next meeting, February 9th of the same year, Mr.
Bell-Irving brought forward the name of Major R. G. Ed-
wards Leckie as an officer for the regiment, and also that
of Lieut. G. H. Kirkpatrick. The question of quarters was
also canvassed, and a committee was instructed to get to
work and furnish Mr. Bell-Irving with a list of other offi-
cers.

On July 12th, 1910, Mr. Bell-Irving reported that he had

.
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BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)—LT. T. B. BARRIE, LT. A. GRAY, LT. MecKERCHER, LT. E. V. GRAHAM, LT. A. C. LUMSDEN, LT. B. MACDONALD, LT. A $ , LT T. SKELLY, LT. L. B. HUSBA} M. D. McGILLIVRAY

THIRD ROW—L B. FRASER, LT. C. 8. SWEENEY, LT. J. W, SMITH, CAPT. A. E. JUKES, CAPT. A. V. WOOD, LT. F. C. COLQUHOUN, LT. 1. A. MACKEN o L .. A, JENNAWAY, CAPT. J. HAMILTON, HON. CAPT. (REV.)
MacPHAIL, LT. A, LEIGHTON, LT. T. M. D, CHRISTIE

SECOND ROW—CAPT. F. R. GLOVER, CAPT. R. K. JOHNSTON, MAJOR H. P. GORST, MAJOR A, D. WILSON, LT.-COL. J. A. CLARK, CAPT. D. D. YOUNG, MAJOR J. H. SWEET, CAPT. R. T. W. HERALD, CAPT. J. B, PATTULLO

FRONT ROW—LT. 0. T. BLAIR, LT. E. F. M. DANN, LT. J. P. MANLEY, LT. W. G. McINTOSH, CAPT. W. A. J. MARSHALL,







FORMATION OF THE REGIMENT

discussed the question of a commanding officer for the regi-
ment with Col. Peters, D.0.C., and it was decided that
the Scottish Societies should express their desire to the
Militia Department that Capt. R. G. Edwards Leckie should
be the C. O.

A very important item at this meeting was the news that
Mr. James A. Macdonell, of the firm of Maedonell Czowski
& Co., had offered his services as Chairman of a Committee
to collect subscriptions for the outfitting of the proposed
Highland regiment. In this regard Mr. Macdonell, after-
wards Honorary Colonel of the regiment, performed yeo-
man service, and it is not too much to say that the ultimate
successful launching of the enterprise, so far as the financial
end of it was concerned, was largely the result of his untir-
ing efforts. At this meeting also it was decided that the
minimum sum to be raised should be $25,000.

A report in the Vancouver ‘‘Daily Provinee’’ of July 15th,
1910, indicates that the Militia Department had signified
their approval of the formation of the proposed regiment,
and of its official number being the 72nd. It also mentions
that the uniform would be the same as the Seaforths of the
Imperial Service, with the Mackenzie tartan,

The Vancouver ‘‘Daily Province’’ of that date has also
the following to say about the officers of the new regiment:
‘““The prospective Commanding Officer (Capt. R. G, Ed-
wards Leckie) graduated with highest honours from the
Royal Military College, Kingston; won the sword of hon-
our and one of the Governor-General’s medals; later he
obtained a commission in the 76th Battalion of which he
became adjutant; subsequently was transferred to the
Princess Louise Hussars, and later to the Cavalry Reserve
of officers; recruited a British Columbia detachment of
Horse for the South African War, and later recruited
the (B. C.) Contingent of the 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles He served at the front as Commander of a squad-
ron of this regiment; wag present at the Hart’s River en-
gagement and was mentioned in despatches; received the
Queen’s medal with two clasps. In 1903 he was present
in Somaliland during the campaign of Generals Manning

wid Sir Charles Egerton, against the Mad Mullah,
“Among other officers who have seen service and have
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intimated their willingness to take commissions, is Lieut.
Guy H. Kirkpatrick, son of Sir George Kirkpatrick, who
served in the Strathcona Horse and 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles in South Africa.

“The list of officers is being quickly filled up 5 A
For the remaining commissions Major Leckie will be glad
to receive and consider applications from those desiring
to serve.”

The Committee continued their correspondence with the
Militia Department at Ottawa, and authorization was finally
obtained on November 24th, 1910. The movement to have
the regiment affiliated with the Seaforth Highlanders was
also carried on with the result that the 1st and 2nd Bat-
talions of the Imperial Seaforths gave their consent to the
Vancouver regiment using their name in a letter written
from India, and dated April 5th, 1911, which reads in part
as follows:

“The officers of this Battalion have been informed that
those interested in raising the 72nd Highlanders of Can-
ada were in favour of the name ‘Seaforth’ being used in
connection with the title, and desired that the regiment be
affiliated with the Seaforth Highlanders. They are entirely

in agreement with the scheme, and are honoured by the
proposals made therein.”

Among the items of interest at this time was a report
presented to the Committee by the C. O. of the regiment,
Capt. R. G. Edwards Leckie. Some passages of this docu-
ment, which is dated April 11th, 1911, are as follows:

“At the last meeting of the representatives of the Scot-
tish Societies of Vancouver, a Finance Committee to raise
the necessary fundg for the Highland regiment was formed,
with Mr. Macdonell as Chairman. The idea was that this
committee, with the co-operation of the Scottish Societies,
would endeavour to raise the sum of $25,000 for the pur-
pose of equipping the new regiment with Highland uni-
forms, etec. Mr. Macdonell hag practically taken all this
work upon his shoulders, and has been successful to date
in securing half the desired amount. We are very grateful
to him for his untiring endeavours in this work,

“I had been requested, previous to this meeting, by the
District Officer Commanding, to go ahead and select the
officers for the regiment . . . In selecting the offi-
cers, my first consideration was efficlency, as it is my de-
sire to make this regiment one of the best in the Do-
minion; and without efficient officers, such a thing is im-
possible, Nationality came next in consideration; and as
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this is a Canadian regiment, my first choice in this par-
ticular would lie with Canadians of Scotch descent, after
which, of course, would come Scotsmen born in the Old
Country. 1 have been fortunate in securing up to date
about a dozen officers who have seen active service, and
whose knowledge of actual warfare will place us in the
first rank of useful regiments in Canada. Of those already
selected, twenty are Scottish Canadians, or Scottish by
name. Five Canadians of Irish parentage but partly
Scotch, four English, three of whom I believe are partly
Scotch. So you see we have an overwhelmingly strong
representation of Scottish blood among the officers, more
80, I think, than any Scottish regiment in the Imperial
service.

“Captain Goudson Godson, whom I persuaded to take
the adjutancy, has had great experience of soldiering in
every point of view. He has been through several cam-
paigns in which he greatly distinguished himself; and his
work in connection with the raising of this regiment de-
serves the greatest praise,

“With respect to the non-commissioned officers and men
we have had to take pretty much what we could get in
the way of recruits, having regard to a high standard of
physique. Here also, however, Scotsmen greatly prepond-
erate in numbers, ag may be seen from the regimental
rolls. e

‘“We have also been fortunate in obtaining the use of
the Drill Hall for the instruction of non-commissioned
officers, between the hours of 7 and 8 p.m. As soon as
the non-commissioned officers have completed their course,
recrult drill will be commenced, and about that time the
regimental sergeant-major, whom we have obtained from
the Seaforth Highlanders, will have arrived in the city.
I expect that by June 1st, with the exception of the band,
the regiment will bé completely organized and in working
shape. Shortly after this date, the citizens of Vancouver
may expect to see the first public parade. I sincerely hope
that when they see it, all Scotsmen will be proud of the
corps.”



CHAPTER II.
EARLY EVENTS.

Officers joining the new Regiment-—Department of Militia gives
consent—First public appearance of the Regiment—Annual
Scottish games—First inspection by Col., Wadmore—Training
on Vancouver Island—Visit of the Regiment to Tacoma, Wash,
Review by H. R. H., the Duke of Connaught—On duty at
Nanaimo.

MONG other officers who joined the regiment on organiz-
ation were Hon. Lieut.-Col. Jas. A. Macdonell, Major J.
S. Tait, Major H. 8. Tobin, Capt. G. Godson Godson, Capt. G.
H Kirkpatrick, Capt. W. Rae, Capt. J. A. Clark, Capt. A.
D. Wilson, Lieut. Roderick Bell-Irving, Lieut. W. F. Kemp,
and Lieut. R. H. Tupper.
Final ratification of the Canadian Military authorities
was received in a letter to the D. O. C.,, M. D. No. 11, from
Ottawa, dated March 27th, 1912, in part as follows:

“I am directed by the Minister in Militia Council to
inform you that a despatch has been received from the
Imperial authorities to the effect that His Majesty the
King has been graciously pleased to approve of the 72nd
Highlanders of Canada being designated the ‘72nd Sea-
forth Highlanders of Canada,’ and of the regiment being
shown in the War Office Army List as being allied to the
Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire Buffs, the Duke of Al-
bany’s).

(Signed) I am, etc.,
F. L. LESSARD, Brig.-Gen., Adjutant-Gen.

The first public appearance of the regiment took place on
Coronation Day, Thursday, June 22nd, 1911, the ceremonies
in connection with the occasion being held in Recreation
Park, Vancouver. With a hot sun beating down on the larg-
est erowd of civilians and soldiers ever gathered in Van-
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EARLY EVENTS

couver, the Coronation was fittingly celebrated. The weather,
which had been threatening in the morning, could not have
been better when the ceremonies began in the afternoon,
and a crowd of about 30,000 people covered every foot of
space in the park, and filled the grand stand to overflowing.
the display of troops was something previously unknown
in Vancouver, and the new Highland regiment especially
drew forth favourable comments. Lined up in front of the
stand from which the speeches were made, the Highlanders,
the Sixth Regiment, the Boy Scouts, the High School Ca-
dets and the Veterans made an impressive sight.

On the following July 29th, the annual games in conneec-
tion with the Caledonian and St. Andrew’s Societies were
held at Brockton Point grounds, when the presence of many
of the privates and most of the officers of the 72nd bright-
ened the occasion. The tug of war between the different
companies of the Highlanders proved one of the most in-
teresting events of the day. It finally settled down to a pull
between D and G Companies, and after several minutes of
gruelling work, D Company carried off the prize.

The first inspection of the regiment took place on August
1st of the same year, the inspecting officer being Col. Wad-
more, D. O. C.,, M. D. No. 11. The regiment paraded on the
Cambie Street grounds, and the men made a fine appear-
ance. The D. O. C. put the regiment through a somewhat
severe test in the various movements, most of which were
excellently done. The marching of the regiment was especi-
ally remarked. Speaking of the inspection afterwards, Col.
Wadmore said that he was highly pleased with the regiment
and complimented Col. Leckie and the other officers on the
high state of efficiency to which, in a comparatively short
time, the regiment had been brought.

In the spring of 1912, the regiment went into training on
Vancouver Island, the work done consisting chiefly of tac-
tical exercises which received their culmination in the sham
battle at Colwood. T . attacking forces under Col. J. Duff
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Stuart, had the city of Victoria as their objective. The de-
fence was conducted by forces commanded by Lieut.-Col. A.
W. Currie (Sir A. W. Currie). The regiment commanded by
Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie formed a part of the at-
tacking forces on this occasion.

The progress of the regiment was further indicated by a
memorable church parade which took place on April 1st,
1912. Headquarters had by this time been secured in the
Hoffmeister building on Pender Street, and when the regi-
ment issued in full order to the martial musiec of eight pipers
and a thirty-two piece brass band, they made a great im-
pression on the concourse of people that lined the side-walks.
The regiment’s formation was led by four signallers, imme-
diately preceding the brass band. Then marched Col. Leckie,
in command; his field officers, Hon. Lieut.-Col. Macdonell,
Lieut.-Col. Markham of the 8th Hussars, Major Hulme of the
6th D. C. O. R., Capt. Dowling, Lieut. J. Stephen (91st High-
landers) and Lieut. Schofield of the B. C. Horse. Divine serv-
ice was conducted at St. John’s Church by Principal Mac-
kay.

Another event of the same year was the trip to Tacoma,
Wash., on July 4th, when the members of the regiment
were the guests of the citizens on the occasion of the Mont-
amara Festival. The visit seems to have pleased everybody.
‘‘Hospitality unsurpassable and the acme of courtesy,’”’ were
the words used by Col. Leckie on his return. The 72nd was
given the place of honour in the Tacoma parade. Many Un-
ion Jacks decorated the route, and also Scottish Lion flags.
A sumptuous luncheon was enjoyed at the National Guard
Armoury, and the Highlanders hobnobbed with Uncle Sam’s
tars, members of the Washington State Guards, U. S. Coast
Artillery and others. In the afternoon there was a march
to the Stadium.

Several Highlanders, under the management of Lieut. Co-
lin Marshall, took part in the sports. After dinner in the eve-
ning, the regiment was reviewed under the searchlight, an
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event witnessed by 70,000 people. There was a tremendous
ovation as the Stars and Stripes were hoisted in front of
the officers’ box, while the Highlanders’ Band played the
““Star Spangled Banner.”” From one of the floats taking
part in the procession, white doves, emblematic of Peace,
were released, and flew around the great arena. From the
moment of the arrival of the regiment when it was greeted
by booming guns from the warships in the harbour till the
re-embarkation for home, a large-hearted hospitality char-
acterized the occasion.

An outstanding feature of 1912 was the review at Brock-
ton Point by the Governor-General, H. R. H. the Duke of
Connaught, on Thursday, September 19th. On this ocecasion
the Duke presented the regiment with its colours, the gift
of the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire. When H.
R. H. arrived on the previous day, he was met at the C. P.
R. Station by a guard of honour supplied by the Sixth Regi-
ment, the Duke being Hon. Colonel. On arrival at the Court-
house, the Vice-regal party was greeted by a guard of hon-
onr composed of members of the Seaforths. Their smart
precision was much admired by onlookers, and was evident-
ly appreciated by the Governor-General.

But the review of the Vancouver garrison at Brockton
Point on the following day proved the greatest event of the
kind ever witnessed in British Columbia. The day was ideal.
The honour of the right of the line was given to the Veterans
and they were the first to be inspected. Then in suecession
came the Sixth Canadian Engineers of North Vancouver,
the Sixth Regiment, the 72nd Seaforth Highlanders, the
Eighteenth Field Ambulance, the Boy Scouts and the Ca-
dets. The Seaforths then formed three sides of a hollow
square, and on the completion of the movement, the Chap-
lain of the regiment, the Rev. Dr. Mackay, stepped into
the enclosure, while the drummers constructed a drum-head
pulpit. Two stalwart Highlanders bearing the new colours
then marched to the front, and the ceremony of consecrat-
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ing the regimental colours was performed. At the conclu-
sion of this interesting ceremony, His Royal Highness ad-
dressed the regiment. He expressed his pleasure at having
been accorded the privilege of presenting the regiment with
their colours, and he hoped the corps would long be spared
to carry them with honour. He referred to the Imperial
regiment known as the Seaforth Highlanders with which the
local corps is affiliated, and assured those present that no
corps in the British service had a grander record or was
more highly honoured than were the Seaforths. He felt sure
the local corps would jealously guard their colours, and
in doing so, do their share in guarding the honour of Can-
ada and the Empire.

In response, Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie, the officer
commanding, thanked His Royal Highness for his kind
words, and assured him that the regiment which he had the
honour to command would be ever ready to do its duty.
The men bearing the colours then took their places in the
ranks, and amid thunderous applause, the regiment was
brought to its original position in quarter-column.

"Then came the march-past. As the order to advance was
given, and the band of the Seaforth Highlanders started
oft with that well-known Scottish military air ‘‘Highland
Laddie,’’ the cheers which resounded testified the popularity
of the newest of Vancouver’s corps. It was not to be won-
dered at that the enthusiasm was so marked, for the sight
was a grand one, as the regiment advanced with the long
stride peculiar to the ‘‘Kilties,”” the swaying of the sporrans
and kilts, the fluttering in the breeze of the feathers in the
bonnets, and the splendid work of the men was sufficient to
arouse enthusiasm in the most stoical.

On June 23rd, 1913, the regiment was inspected by Gen-
eral Colin Mackenzie, a former C. O. of the Imperial Sea-
forth Highlanders, and on June 26th till July 1st, the regi-
ment was in training, with other regiments, at Sydney, Van-
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EARLY EVENTS

couver Island. During this period they were inspected by
Gen. Sir Ian Hamilton.

In the late summer of the same year the regiment was
called out in aid of the civil power in connection with a
strike in the Nanaimo district, and a detachment of the 72nd
was on continuous duty there until called back on mobiliza-
tion for active service in August, 1914.

At the end of May, 1913, the Seaforths joined other regi-
ments at the training camp at Vernon, B. C. This was said
to be the largest military camp held in the province up to
that time, there being about 1500 men present, including
cavalry. Colonel Roy, D. O. S., was the inspecting officer,
and some very good work was done.




CHAPTER II1.
THE WAR STARTS.

Proclamation of war—S8ervices of Regiment offered as a unit—
Detachment goes to Valcartier—Offer to furnish an Overseas
Battalion—Offer accepted—Name of Battalion decided—Train-
ing at Hastings Park, Vancouver—Reviews of Battalion—Mus-
ketry training—Battalion leaves for Overseas—Is reviewed by
H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught—S8ails for England—Bram-
shott Camp—Inspection by Field Marshal Viscount French—
The King's review—Inspection of Division by Rt. Hon., Lloyd
George—Musketry achievements—First draft for the front.

HE PROCLAMATION of war with Germany on August
4th, 1914, was to change the entire aspect of military
affairs in Canada. Nowhere was the significance of the
event more vividly realized than among the citizen-soldiers
of Vancouver. There was more than one German in Van-
couver who from time to time had boasted that ‘‘The Day’’
was coming. The men of the 72nd rose to the oceasion and
determined that nothing should be wanting on their part
to make that boast of none effect.

Lieut.-Col. R. G. Edwards Leckie immediately telegraphed
to the Militia Department at Ottawa offering the services
of the regiment as a unit. This offer was not accepted, but
a detachment consisting of 25 officers and 514 men proceeded
to the training camp at Valcartier, Quebee, and was in-
corporated in the 16th Battalion under the command of
Lieut.-Col Leckie. These, after severe training in that camp,
proceeded overseas and rendered such valiant service in
a battalion which subsequently established a war record
second to none, and as a fighting unit covered itself with
glory.
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THE WAR STARTS.

As the new Canadian battalions were successively formed,
the 72nd sent its quota to each, the numbers supplied being
as follows:

To the 29th Battalion, 12 officers and 305 men.
To the 47th Battalion, 7 officers and 361 men.
To the 11th C. M. R.,, 5 officers and 105 men.
To the 72nd Battalion, 34 officers and 1243 men.
To the 231st Battalion, 17 officers and 866 men.

Well over 30 officers and 300 men were distributed among
the numerous other battalions organized in British Columbia,
and another 300 were recruited and sent forward for these
battalions after the 231st left Vancouver.

But the energetic spirit that was behind these movements
was emphasized and strengthened as day after day the des-
patches from the battlefields in Europe came in. In May,
1915, an offer was made to His Majesty’s Government at
Ottawa_ to furnish a battalion for overseas service. Much
doubt was felt and expressed as to the possibilities of rais-
ing a whole battalion from British Columbia at that time.
Officers and men were ready, and many communications
with Ottawa took place.* Finally authorization was received
in July, and on the 18th of that month a telegram to the
D. O. C, M. D. No. 11, from Headquarters, Ottawa, con-
tained notice of the appointment of Major J. A. Clark, as
officer commanding the new battalion. The terms of the
authorization, however, made it necessary to wait until the
62nd, the 47th and 67th Battalions were fully recruited. As
with the 72nd Regiment, so with the 72nd Battalion, the
question of the name was the subject of much discussion.
It was a matter of considerable gratification when, after
correspondence with the Imperial and Federal autherities,
the name ‘“‘72nd Overseas Battalion, C. E. F., Seaforth High-
landers of Canada,’”’ was decided upon and officially author-
ized. Arrangements were made to encamp and train the
Battalion at Hastings Park, Vancouver, an area of 60 acres
occupied by the buildings and grounds of the Vancouver

a ) wm
*Many stalwart friends came forward, not only with encouraging words, but
with liberal money contributions. Prominent among those who thus backed
up the movement at this time was Mr. John G. McFee, & member of a firm
of contractors in Seattle, and now associated with the firm of Loomis (Major-
General Sir Frederick Loomis), McFee, Henry and McDonald of Vancouver., Ae
s Canadian and a patriot, Mr. McFee was most generous at a crucial time. So
was Mr. Henry Bell Irving, who stood behind the Battalion throughout the
period of its serviees in France, despite the fact that one of his sons belonged
to the 16th, one to the 20th, one to the Navy, two to Flying Corps, and one to
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Exhibition Association. And now occurred an example of
rapid recruiting which plainly showed the martial spirit al-
ready gathering about the inception of the new unit. On
the 1st day of September a telegram was received from the
Adjutant-General announcing that an inspection by the
Duke of Connaught would take place in the near future. At
that time not a man had been taken on the strength of the
Battalion. The first recruits were received on September 4th.
On September 16th 660 overseas Kilties marched past the
Duke in review order. By the end of the month the Battalion
was up to full strength, but lack of equipment prevented a
portion of the men from joining the Battalion at Hastings
Park until the third week in October. But from the 15th of
September till the following April, intensive training was
proceeded with. It was a severe winter, accompanied by
deep snowfalls quite unusual for Vancouver. In the latter
part of October the Battalion was again inspected, on this
occasion by Colonel the Hon. Sir Charles Davidson, K.C.M.G
The first two months at Hastings Park were devoted to
recruit training, including company and battalion drill.
Upon completion of this preliminary training, a very
thorough course of musketry was carried out, each company
taking its turn for a week at the Richmond ranges. Instrue-
tion was also given in tactical exercises, such as company
and battalion in attack; advance and rear-guard actions,
ete. In addition to this, the men received training in field
entrenchments and bombing, and a route march was held
once a week. After the Battalion had thus undergone seven
months’ severe training, Brig.-Gen. John Hughes conduect-
ed a final inspection prior to the departure of the Battalion
for overseas on January 16th, 1916. As a last taste of the
wintry conditions that had characterised the stay at Hast-
ings Park this review was carried out in a blizzard.
During the Battalion’s sojourn at Hastings park, while the
training received was mecessarily of a warlike nature, great
attention was also paid to sports, and the conquests of
R pp—
t:'—]m;n‘r;;ls To General J. W. Stewart the Battalion owes a debt of grati-
tude it ean never repay Mention must also be made here of the very liberal
way in which the employees of the Western Canada Power Company (through
Mr. R. F. Hayward) and the men of the Britannia Mines Company, came for-
ward with substantial contributions. It is not too much to say that but for the
help of these and many other supporters at a critical stage in the early days

of the Battalion, it would have been confronted with difficulties of a serious
nature.
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THE WAR STARTS.

the 72nd in that direction will be remembered. Chief
among the sports days held were the occasions, first on
St. Patrick’s Day, 1916, when the Battalion marched to
New Westminster and won very easily the great majority
of the events from the 121st and 131st Battalions, and
secondly, the last and most important sports day of all was
held at Hastings park on April 1st, when, under a cloud-
less sky some 15,000 people were assembled in the big
grand stand overlooking the oval. It was a day of 72nd
vietories, chief among which was the winning of the quar-
ter-mile by Pte. Maedonell of the 72nd against Copping of
the 61st Battery C. F. A., the exciting finish being one
never to be forgotten.

It goes without saying that public interest in the Battalion
during its encampment at Hastings Park rose to a high
piteh. It grew more intense as the time for leaving for over-
seas drew near. Illustrating the difficulties that were en-
countered in making the start, it may be mentioned that
on Thursday night, April 13th, the men had been granted
four or five days’ leave. At 9 p.m. on the following day
the news came that the Battalion was to be entrained on
Sunday morning, the 16th. Not a man was left in camp
and the Battalion was distributed to various areas. It
speaks well for the esprit de corps which had been estab-
lished that after the wires had been kept hot for several
hours by imperative messages, not a man was absent when
the last roll was called on Sunday morning. The final
move was made on Sunday, April 16th, 1916. Before
marching off from the Park a church service was held;
Captain the Rev. John Mackay, D.D., the chaplain of the
72nd Regiment, Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, officiat-
ing. The day was fine and a very large crowd, estimated
at 30,000, gathered to see the Highlanders off on the first
lap of their journey to the battlefields of Europe.

The trip across the continent was a pleasant one, route




SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

marches being undertaken at Calgary, Alberta, Fort Wil-
liam, Ontario, and Campbelltown, New Brunswick.

Shortly before arriving at Ottawa, word was received that
the Battalion would be inspected by H. R. H. the Duke of
Connaught. Ottawa was reached on the morning of Good
friday, April 21st, and the Battalion marched past the Gov-
ernor-General who was accompanied by Sir Robert Borden.
The Duke afterwards came to the railway station where the
Battalion was carefully inspected by His Royal Highness and
the officers presented to him. Both he and his staff made
most complimentary remarks regarding the smartness,
steadiness and physique of the Battalion. On completion
of his inspection he requested that the men should again
mareh past him, in order that he might see them again be-
fore leaving. This was done on the station platform.

The following extracts from a private letter received by
one of the officers of the Battalion from a staff officer who
was present, and accompanied H. R. H. during the inspec-
tion, bear witness to the favourable impression created
by the Battalion on this occasion, and though written
confidentially at the time, the C. G. S. and the writer have
kindly concurred in granting permission for its publica-
tion in these pages. ‘“‘The C. G. S. saw the 72nd when it
marched through Ottawa, and he told me that he had
never seen a finer looking battalion. He watched it en-
wain, and remarked how well the officers bore themselves.
Also he told me that the Duke was so struck by its ap-
pearance, that he cabled to the War Office suggesting that
it was too good a battalion to be broken up for draft-
giving purposes.”’

The Battalion again entrained, and on the morning of
Easter Sunday, April 23rd, Halifax, Nova Scotia, was
reached and the men embarked on H. M. Transport Empress
of Britain. This ship also carried the 76th Battalion, the
87th Battalion, a draft for the Forestry Battalion, and a
draft for the Canadian Field Artillery. In addition to the
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THE WAR STARTS.

Empress of Britain, the convoy consisted of H. M. T. Meta-
gama and H. M. T. Lapland, with the cruiser Carnarvon
doing patrol duty. It sailed on Wednesday, April 26th, in a
blizzard. The voyage across was uneventful. The custom-
ary drills were undertaken, and though everybody wore a
life-preserver and was on the qui vive for submarines, no
caemy of that kind made his appearance. Boat drill was
undertaken twice a day, and many of the men saw for the
first time the Lewis guns, which, with their crews were
posted to look out against the submarine menace. As the
ship was erowded, there was considerable satisfaction when
Liverpool was reached on the evening of Thursday, May 4th.
The weather had been good and the inconveniences of the
voyage had been taken in good part. On Friday morning,
May 5th, the Battalion disembarked and took train to Lip-
hook. This small place on the Portsmouth road has come
into a prominence to which it was formerly a stranger,
and among the stories about it that have been unearthed
is the legend that Lord Nelson stayed at its principal inn,
the Crown and Anchor, for one night prévious to going
on board the Vietory for Trafalgar.

The shades of evening had fallen over the English land-
scape before Liphook was reached. On detraining, the Bat-
talion marched to Bramshott, a distance of about three
miles. ‘“As the boys had been on the train all day,”’ says
one of them, ‘“they were tired and hungry. Great, therefore,
was their satisfaction at being very hospitably received by
the 54th Battalion who had provided at the cookhouse as
good a meal as ever was tasted. They also gave us breakfast
next morning. The boys will long remember this kindness
on the part of a B. C. regiment. It was like a bit of home.”’

The Battalion now found itself in a well-appointed ecamp
which combined huts, to accommodate about 30 men, with
the usual military tents. Morning breaking revealed Bram-
shott as a camp of about 114 miles long by % mile broad,
on high ground, between Liphook and Hindhead on the
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Portsmouth road, its soil very sandy, and the surrounding
country wild moorland and gorse. There were comfortable
headquarters, and good bathing and fumigating arrange-
ments. The Battalion now settled down to three months
and one week of steady training, including very thorough
instruction in musketry by its own officers and N. C. O.’s.

A few days after arrival at Bramshott, the Battalion was
inspected by Divisional Commander Major-General Sir David
Watson, K.C.B.,, C.M.G.

During an inspection of the Battalion’s horses on May
17, by the Brigadier the Lord Brooke, an amusing episode
occurred. Transport-Sergeant Foster recognized in Lord
Brooke’s staff captain, Capt. Sparks, an old friend of the
South African war. Lord Brooke, noticing Sergt. Foster’s
South African ribbon, remarked: ‘““So you were in South
Africa, Sergeant “Yes, sir,”’ replied the sergeant, ‘‘I
was there with the Strathcona Hovse.”” Turning to his
staff captain, Lord Brooke asked, ‘“Weren’t you with the
Strathcona Horse in South Africa, Sparks?’”’ Sergt. Foster
looked up quickly, and recognizing his old friend, astonish-
ment overcame disciPline. ‘‘My God!’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘it’s
Geordie Sparks.”’ Laughingly, Lord Brooke turned to his
staff captain, ‘‘You seem to be well known here Sparks.”’
““Yes, sir,”’ interposed Sergt. Foster, now quite at ease
and rising to the occasion, ‘“well and favourably known,
sir.”” They had been friends in the Canadian Cavalry unit.

On May 24 the Battalion was inspected at Bramshott
Camp by Field Marshal Viscount French. During the in-
spection, the Field Marshal more than once remarked to
the commanding officer, ‘‘A magnificent lot of men,’”’ and
in closing the inspection, while congratulating Col. Clark
upon the physique and discipline of his men, he remarked
““What strikes one about this battalion is that they LOOK
like soldiers.”’

On July 1 the Battalion took part in the inspection of
the 4th Canadian Division, by His Majesty the King, on
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THE WAR STARTS.

Hankley Common. As the King rode on to the parade
ground 15,000 infantry drawn up in mass formation, with
fixed bayonets, crashed as one man into the ‘‘present,’
the flash of bayonets in the sun transforming the common
into a glittering expanse. After the inspection, each unit
marched past the King in column of half-companies, the
swinging kilts and spats of the Vancouver Highlanders
showing up to great advantage.

Later in July, the 4th Canadian Division was inspected
by Right. Hon. Lloyd George and Lieut.-Gen. Sir Sam
Hughes. At the conclusion of the inspection, the British
Premier (then Minister of War) delivered a stirring ad-
dress to the officers of the Division. In reference to this
last inspection a most interesting letter was received by
Col. Clark, under date of August 11, 1916, from a very
distinguished Vancouver officer who accompanied the Min-
ister of war during the inspection. The following extract
will be read with interest: ‘‘While in conversation with
Mr. Lloyd George yesterday morning, discussing the re-
view of the Canadian treops, not knowing that I knew
you or your regiment, he told me that he was very much
impressed with one particular battalion—the Vancouver
Highlanders, that they were the finest body of men he
had ever seen. and that officers and men were fit for any-
thing. He spoke particularly of your pipe-major. He
thought him a fine specimen of a Highlander. He was also
told, he said, that many of your men could speak Gaelie.
You certainly made a great hit with the Minister of war.
You can imagine how pleased I was to be able to say to
him that T had the houour of being your Honorary Col-
onel.”’

On the occasion of His Majesty the King’s visit to Alder-
shot in July, 1916, the Battalion was distinguished by being
selected to furnish a guard of honour of three officers and
100 other ranks. Early in June the 72nd Battalion had
been notified that the G. O. C. 4th Canadian Division, had
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selected the 72nd Battalion for that honour on account of
its smartness and general efficiency. With regard to this
occasion a member of the Battalion who was at Aldershot
attending a school of instruction at the time, overheard
many highly commendatory remarks as to the physique
and military smartness of this guard of honour, from
some of the most able critics— the seasoned men of the
Imperial forces.

But these more or less spectacular events were merely
the red-letter days in the course of the steady business-like
preparation that went on from day to day to get the Bat-
talion into good shape for its work at the front. Bayonet-
fighting, bombing, entrenching, wiring, ete., were indus-
triously practised.

The efficiency that had been acquired in musketry by the
Battalion during its stay at Hastings Park, Vancouver,
formed a thorough grounding to the instruction now given.
Its high character was evidenced when the Battalion won
the Brigade Trophy, presented by Brig.-Gen. the Lord
Brooke, for musketry. The presentation of this eup by Lady
Brooke was an event long to be remembered. In winning it
the Battalion hung up a record for the highest average made
by any Canadian or British battalion of the new armies,
by making an average of all first-class shots.

When June 18th—the anniversary of the battle of Water-
loo—came along, the Battalion was called upon to send a
draft of 150 men to France—a striking commentary on the
change that a century had wrought. The draft was chosen
equally from ‘A’ and ‘B’ companies, and went to the
16th Battalion Canadian Scottish. While at Bramshott the
Battalion received the following reinforcements:

From the 66th Battalion, 6 officers and 132 other ranks,

From the 11th C. M, R., 3 officers.
From the 76th Battalion, 2 officers.
From the 88th Battalion, 1 officer.
From the 103rd Battalion, 1 officer.
From the 74th Battalion, 35 other ranks.

From the 77th Battalion, 32 other ranks.
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CHAPTER 1V.
BAPTISM OF FIRE.

Battalion sails for Le Havre—Reaches Hopoutre, Belgium—S8ir
Julian Byng—TFirst tour in the line—First raid on enemy’s
lines—The “Tommy Cooker’—A long march—The Somme and
its mud—Working parties—Description of arduous Somme
experiences—The march North begins.

OR MANY a year in England August 12th, when ac-

cording to the almanac ‘‘Grouse-shooting Begins,”” had
been a day dear to sportsmen. Now that Britain was too
busy for sport, it happened to be the day fixed for the de-
parture of the 72nd from Bramshott. They had undergone
hard training both here and before they left home. That
training was now to be put to the test.

On August 12, 1916, therefore, the Battalion, 1055 strong
(40 officers and 1015 other ranks) left Bramshott, taking
train from Liphook to Southampton, and sailing that night
to Le Havre in one of the ordinary Channel boats, which was
crowded up with our men and equipment. At last they were
bound for the actual scenes of war, and a natural feeling of
excitement was general. Le Havre was reached after a six-
hour run, on the morning of the 13th. Upon disembarking,
the Battalion was marched to some sheds on the wharf,
where it spent the day and night. The following morning
it was marched to a rest camp, and that afternoon was pa-
raded through the town. An enjoyable swim in the sea fol-
lowed which, if it was marked by a paucity of bathing-suits,
afforded much refreshment and exhibited a magnificence
of muscular development that a Phidias might have rejoiced
to see. In the evening the Battalion entrained, and began
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its first experience of continental box-cars with their well-
known label ‘‘huit chevaux ou quarante hommes’’ (eight
horses or forty men) the general impression during the 30-
hour run to Hopoutre (near Poperinghe, Belgium) being
that ‘““huit chevaux’’ would not be so tight a fit as forty sol-
diers. Notwithstanding its inconveniences, this first railway
journey had a certain charm of novelty. The men listened
for the sound of guns and felt that they were getting nearer
to the actual scene of operations. They had entrained on
the evening of August 14th, and after travelling that night
and most of the next day, arrived at Hopoutre at about
4 p.m.

Waiting at the railway station was Sir Julian Byng, the
Corps Commander, who inspected the Battalion as it
marched off to its billets at Erie Camp. That he was pleased
with the soldierly demeanour of the men was evident, and
this was confirmed some days later when the Battalion was
visited by a former officer of the 72nd Regiment, Vancouver.
He said that at dinner on the evening following this inspeec-
tion, Sir Julian referred to the Battalion in complimentary
terms, saying: ‘‘I have at last seen a battalion which, on
receiving the command ‘Eyes Right!’ actually complied
with the order.”’

Erie Camp at this period certainly did not present a very
attractive appearance. It seemed a collection of dilapidated
huts which in some cases had outlived their usefulness. Soon
after occupying these quarters, orders were received to go
into the line near Ypres for instruction, and on the evening
of the 18th ““C’’ and ‘“‘D’’ Companies marched up to the
historie place, the intervening five miles being full of inter-
est to the newly-arrived, as flares seemed to be illuminating
the landscape on three sides. A countermand brought ‘“C”’
and “‘D’’ Companies back again on the evening of the 19th
August.

While at Erie Camp the Battalion was put through a gas
test. On the 21st August the Battalion moved to Patricia
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Lines; moving on again on the 24th to Chippewa Camp,
where Ross rifles were withdrawn and Lee Enfields issued
in their place. The next move was into the line near Kem-
mel, on the 26th, for a four days’ tour of instruction, the
right half Battalion going in with the 7th Battalion, King’s
Own Royal Lancashire Regiment, and the left half joining
the 7th Battalion South Lancashire Regiment.

It was in this, its first tour in the line of actual fighting
that the first casualties of the 72nd Overseas Seaforths oc-
curred. They numbered 12, one man, 130035 Pte. A. O. Mor-
ris, No. 7 Platoon, was killed. The importance of the gas
training which had been given the troops was now proved,
for in one night there were three gas alarms, proved after-
wards without foundation, each of which caused the hasty
adjusting of P.H. helmets. Four days rest at the Chippewa
Camp followed these eventful days at the end of August.

Freshened by this change, the Battalion on September 3,
relieved the Lancashires in the trenches directly in front
of Kemmel. It was the first time in which it found itself
opposed to the enemy in the front line on its own account,
and for 17 days it proved equal to the demand. During this
time the Battalion’s first raid was carried out—on Sep-
tember 16th—for the purpose of securing identification,
and it may here be recorded with some detail.

The raiding party was organized and trained under the
supervision of Major R. K. Johnston, and rehearsals were
carried out behind Kemmel Hill. The total strength of the
party was 40, divided into a raiding party under Lieut. J.
W. Smith, and a covering party under Lieut. W. C. Ross,
the whole being divided into six squads.

The duty of the covering party was to take up a position
half way across No Man’s Land, and cover by fire the ad-
vance and retirement of the raiders.

The night was brilliant with moonlight, and after a short
stay at the ‘“‘Farm,” the headquarters of the Battalion,
where a brief address was made by Lieut-Col. Clark, the
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raiding party left their trenches at 11:22 p.m. It had been
arranged that they should enter the enemy trenches at 12:15
a.m. simultaneously with the opening of a barrage by artil-
lery and trench mortars. On entering the German trenches
two squads of the raiding party went to the right and two
to the left. The latter encountered resistance, suffering one
casualty—No. 129387 Cpl. J. C. Ralston, the N. C. O. in
charge—though these squads did not come into personal
conflict with the enemy.

The squads moving to the right, under No. 129438 Sgt.
J. M. Cameron, were more fortunate, and captured two pris-
oners.

After the allotted stay of ten minutes in the enemy
trenches, the retirement was commenced, covered by trench
mortar and artillery fire. After Lieut. Smith had notified
Lieut. Ross that the raiding party was all clear, the latter
officer withdrew his covering party.

The casualties were one man wounded, while in the enemy
trenches, and four during the retirement, total casualties
being five wounded, two of whom subsequently died of their
wounds. This being the initial contact of our men with that
hitherto abstract being the enemy, it was naturally an event
of prime interest.

There remain a few other items to chronicle in connection
with this initial 17-day tour. It was remarkable for the false
gas alarm which occurred one evening at about six o’cloek,
passing down the line from the north. This was the oceasion
of the greatest fusilade which any member of the Battalion
has heard either before or since, in ordinary trench-holding
operations.

It was also during this tour that Brig.-Gen. the Lord
Brooke was severely wounded. He was succeeded in com-
mand of the Brigade by Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien.

And it was at Kemmel that the idea of home-made Tommy
cookers first occurred to 129162 Pte. A. E. MceGubbin of the
Battalion Pioneers, an invention that received the commen-
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BAPTISM OF FIRE.

dation and blessings of thousands, for it came into universal
battalion use on the Somme, and after that time the men
were never without them. The type used by the 72nd was
afterwards adopted by many other battalions.

That ‘‘necessity’’ which ‘‘is the mother of invention’’
prompted Pte. MeGubbin in his original Tommy cooker. It
was made out of an old pork and beans tin, cut down and
filled with sacking and fat. Though in use it produced con-
siderable soot, it was very effective. One advantage it had
was that any surplus fat used in frying could be returned
to the cooker to help in its future operation. (See illustra-
tion.)

COOKING -TIN ‘

UPRIGHT STRIPS

| 7o mowo vransii

i FLANGES
iR Bevr /NwARSS TO
secure surmvinGg Compoun oy

BURNING

COMPOUND
V. (5an0eac srar)

M<Cvsemns'” OrrGinaL
Tormrry COokER

On September 19th, 1916, the Battalion was relieved by
the Munsters, and moved out to Kemmel Shelters where on
the following day an issue of new boots was made to the
whole of the Battalion. Those boots will be remembered,
for the newness of them combined with the intense heat
and the cobbled roads of France caused considerable hard-
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ship under which the men as usual displayed much fortitude.
The march began on September 21st. The Division was to
form a part of 2nd Corps. On this march the billeting
points were as follows:

September 21........ccooeeieeeee. West Outre
September 22...........coovoeeernnee. Hazebrouck
SEDIAMDBAE B8........ cerscomsmssviersessismmmsna Arcque
September 24—October 3.............. Houle

During the night of October 3rd and early morning of
October 4th, the Battalion marched from Houle to Arcque
where it entrained and proceeded by rail to Candas, at which
point it detrained and marched to Longue Vilette.

DRIOHOE R i smssiciins Longue Vilette.
October Montrelet
October Herissart
October 7—9.......coeeeeeeeenee Warloy

October 10......coeceeeeeeeeeceeeee Tara Hill

As will be seen by the foregoing, the Battalion had a few
days’ rest and training at Houle. The outstanding feature
of this period was a marching and firing competition. It was
won by the Scouts and Snipers under Lieut. W. C. Ross;
No. 10 Platoon under Lieut. J. F. Manley being second.

At Montrelet the first decoration parade of the Battalion
was held, when Pte. E. A. 8. Chowne was presented with the
Military Medal he had won at Kemmel.

Warloy will be remembered by many members of the Bat-
talion as being the point at which the men of the 16th were
met, marching out from their Somme fighting. It will be
remembered that on the outbreak of the war 514 Seaforth
men immediately left Vancouver under the command of
Lieut.-Col. J. Edwards Leckie, and that they were after-
wards incorporated with the 16th Battalion Some of these
men were among those who were met at Warloy, war-weary
and muddy, but still under the command of the same gal-
lant officer. The Seaforths were going into the fateful
Somme region; the 16th were coming out. It was an occa-
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sion of mingled feelings and recognitions, a slight variety
in the routine to which the Seaforths were now becoming
accustomed.

Another phase that will be remembered about these early
days at the Somme is connected with the working parties
that went out each night, in weather the reverse of cheering,
to engage in the necessary but uninviting work of digging
and repairing trenches and other works. It was a case of
four to six miles there and four to six miles back, the inter-
val between being filled with exhaustive labour with the pick
and shovel. There was not the excitement of a charge, nor
did the music of the pipes cast a glamour over a job that
was about as cheerful as grave digging. Among the tests
to which the loyalty and endurance of the men were put,
these working parties must certainly be allowed their place.

To gain an idea of the difficulties of ‘‘carrying on’’ in
that wilderness of shell-churned countryside in the Somme
area in general, and in particular in that stretch of deso-
lation astride the Albert-Bapaume road, one must realize
one or two special considerations. The country between
Albert and Bapaume comnsists of a series of long, low
ridges running approximately N. W. and S. E. Over these
ridges runs at right angles the straight ribbon of the
before-mentioned main road. These ridges terminate in
the largest of them all, the Bapaume Ridge, on which the
German plan of defence in this area was based. The bit-
ter fighting which surged over the erests of all these ridges
in turn, combined with the bad weather, had reduced the
ground into a quagmire through which any progress, ex-
cept by the road, was almost impossible. Bear in mind
that this main road led into the heart of the British de-
fence in this area, and it will be readily understood that
it became the perpetual target of the Boche guns.

In October, when the 72nd Battalion made its debut
into the Somme country, the enemy held the line of Re-
gina trench, that battered slash in the earth to the north
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of Courcellette. His guns, on and behind the Bapaume
Ridge, and particularly in the famed Loupart Wood, com-
manded an extensive and highly-informing view of the
British positions. Especially did his artillery command the
ground in Death Valley and in the vicinity of Regina
trench. As a result, all movements had to be carried out
at night. Owing to the terrible and all-prevading mud,
every round of ammunition, every scrap of food—in short,
everything—had to be carried from the junction of the
10th Street and the Bapaume Road to the front line, a
distance, at first, of about one and a half miles. As the
line advanced this was lengthened to two miles. Two miles
of tortuous communication trench—two miles of liquid
mud from eighteen inches to two feet deep. Travelling
light, by day, it was a Kkilling journey. What it was in
inky darkness, beneath a pitiless winter rain, ecarrying
anything up to 60 pounds weight and under a nerve-rack-
ing fire from the German batteries, can only be fully un-
derstood by those who went through it.

It was under these tying conditions that the Battalion
commenced its tours on the Somme. As the pouring wet
dawn of October 30th broke, the 72nd found themselves
holding a position in Regina trench, with its right flank
on the block to the right of 10th Street, and its left
extending about 600 yards along the recently-captured
Regina trench to the west. It will, therefore, be
seen that both the Battalion and the Germans held the
same trench, with the ‘“‘double block,’”’ so dear (1) to the
hearts of bombers, between. The front line, as were all
the trenches, was a sodden ditch, half filled with water,
on which no amount of baling and draining seemed to
have any effect.

An energetic campaign of sniping was at once organ-
ized against the numerous parties of the enemy, who, dis-
liking the water-filled trenches, essayed to walk overland
to their front line. This had a curious double effect. Our
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BAPTISM OF FIRE.

men forgot, to some extent, the misery of their surround-
ings and entered into the spirit of the sport. This the
Hun by no means emulated. It forced him irresistibly into
his submerged communication trenches, slowed up his
whole machinery, and ruined his temper and morale. As
one of our men remarked during the first day of the tour:
“You could see the splash when old Fritzie jumped in.”’

Clearing the wounded was a herculean task. The con-
dition of the trenches and their narrow dimensions, made
it impossible to evacuate casualties through them, and in
consequence, stretchers had to be carried over the top, in
daylight, under the very doubtful protection of a Red
Cross flag. In general the Boche respected it, but occa-
sionally he did mot. Uncertainty, therefore, added to the
nervous strain under which the stretcher-bearers worked.

After a seven-day tour in the trenches the Battalion
was relieved by the 78th Winnipeg Grenadiers, and moved
back to bivouacs erected at the Chalk pits near Pozieres.
Never in the history of the 72nd was the Quartermaster’s
hot soup and rum so heartily appreciated as on this occa-
sion. The men, completely ‘‘done up’’ after seven days of
almost incredible exposure and hardship, rolled into their
muddy ‘‘bivvies’’ and fell asleep without the slightest
delay. On the following day the Battalion moved back to
Bouzincourt, about two and a half miles north-west of
Albert, into better billets.

On November 11th the Battalion moved up again and
took over practically the same dispositions as before. This
tour lasted only 48 hours. During the first night ‘‘C”’
Company, in support, dug Seaforth trench, parallel to and
about 200 yards behind Regina. During the last day of
this tour, sudden orders were received to make an attack
on the Horseshoe of Desire trench—the German front line.
After some hours of hurried preparation, this order was
cancelled. The Battalion was relieved the same night,
moving back again to Bouzincourt. During this rest the
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Brigade rehearsed a proposed attack on Pys, a village
nestling at the foot of Bapaume Ridge. This attack, which
was to be of a very comprehensive character, involving a
large number of troops, was later countermanded, owing
to certain tactical developments on the flanks. A large
working party was sent to Aveluy, a railhead north of
Albert, for the purpose of loading trucks. It was during
this working party that the men had their first experience
of long-range shelling, one or two casualties being in-
curred.

With the taking of Desire trench by the 38th Ca-
nadian Infantry Battalion, the 72nd was once more pushed
forward to fulfil that most difficult of tasks, to hold and
properly consolidate a freshly-occupied position. To com-
plicate matters, reports on the situation, as is almost in-
evitable in such a case, conflicted. Only after the most
strenuous reconnaissances on the part of the officers and
N. C. O.’s was the Battalion able to get anywhere at all.
As usual, mud and rain terribly hampered movement, and
at length, after nine solid hours of trudging, halting and
moving on again, through one of the darkest of nights,
the Battalion arrived at Desire trench. It sounds a simple
matter to go from one point to another, even in the dark,
but to take a Battalion, at night, over recently-captured
ground where all landmarks have been obliterated, and
over country which no one is sure of, is a task of immense
difficulty. Of course, the Battalion was furnished with
guides, but as has been sagely remarked, there are only
two kinds of guides—those who do not know the way and
say so at once, and those who are equally ignorant but
leave you to find it out! Unfortunately the only guides
the Battalion had on that night were of the latter desecrip-
tion. And so it happened, that after a night of sliding,
stumbling and wading through the worst kind of boes
in all degrees of consisteney or the lack of it, the 72nd
arrived at Desire trench and settled down to a six-day
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tour. During this time the weather, for a few days, im-
proved, a most welcome relief to all ranks.
But it was not until the following day that touch was
established with the 87th Battalion on the left. During this
tour ““D’’ Company under the command of Lieut. T. D. M.
¥ Christie, distinguished itself by gaining approximately 300
yards with practically no losses. The right flank was held
by ““A’’ Company under the command of Lieut. F. G. Colqu-
houn, and was very much in the air, the Germans holding
the ground on the immediate right for 800 yards in rear of
the front-line trenches. The position, however, was fully
as unknown for the Germans as it was for the 72nd, and ‘“A”’
Company took every opportunity of demonstrating this
point of view with the Lewis guns and their rifles, the re-
sult being that they obtained a complete mastery over their
oppunents.

On November 26, after a six-day tour, the Battalion was
relieved by the 78th and moved back to the Chalk Pits the
same night, and next morning moved to Albert, en route
for the north and away from the nightmare of the Somme
for ever. In reviewing the Battalion’s time on the Somme,
all ranks deserve the greatest credit for their work there.
But in particular that of the Commanding Officer, Lieut-

el Col. J. A. Clark, calls for special mention for his tireless
‘ energy, which took him through his Battalion’s water-filled
I" trenches, daily and under all circumstances. The skill,
the patience, the courage and the tact with which he
B handled a comparatively raw unit under new and trying
conditions, earned for him a confidence and affection on
' the part of his men that he will never lose.




CHAPTER V.

HISTORIC GROUND.

The march northward—General scheme of Spring campaign—The
Vimy Ridge country—Christmas Eve—New Year's Day—A
raid prepared for—The raid eventuates—Fourth Division gas
raid.

HE BATTALION commenced its march northward by
moving to Albert. From this point the billeting towns
were as follows:

November 28—29....... reeeeeeneeee HaATPONVille
November 30................... esensasessesss AIMPlier
December 1. AP X Bonnieres
December 2. e Ecoivres
December 3. Ostreville
December 4—21....oeeveeeennee. Haillicourt

The march from the Somme will be long remembered by
the men of the 72nd. Considering the time of the year the
weather was phenomenally fine; clear days being succeeded
by nights that were frosty enough to be exhilarating. The
mud of the Somme sector was forgotten, amid the good go-
ing of the northward way. When Haillicourt was reached
there seemed to be a continuation of good luck. The stay
in that typical French mining village stands out in the mem-
ory of the Battalion as one of the most pleasant incidents
in the campaign. The townspeople were hospitable; an at-
mosphere of good feeling prevailed. During the seventeen
days at Haillicourt a programme of training was ecarried
out, in the course of which the Battalion was inspected by
the Corps Commander—while on the march. It was during
this rest also that the first transport inspection in France
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HISTORIC GROUND.

in connection with the 72nd was made. It is satisfactory
to note that the transport section never lost the reputa-
tion of being the best Transport Section in the 12th Bri-
gade, bestowed upon them on this occasion.

The move of the Canadians to the North, in which the
72nd now joined, was part of the general scheme for the
coming spring campaign. A great battle which it was hoped
would break the German front was to be fought between
Arras and Lens. Extending from Arras, northward more
than two-thirds of the way to Lens was the famous Vimy
Ridge, the name of which was soon to echo around the world.
To westerners, accustomed to the mountain heights of Brit-
ish Columbia, this hill of 475 feet high might well seem
a low eminence. But it dominated the country for miles
round and the advantage of holding it was one which the
Germans had worked hard to preserve. The Allies’ side of
the Ridge was of a steeper acclivity than the side held by the
enemy. Here some of the bitterest fighting of the early days
of the war had been waged. The country on the west side
rose in a slope to the summit of the Ridge. The Allied
trenches ran right along within a short distance of the top,
but the top itself was still in German hands, and this gave
them a great advantage. The trenches that the 72nd were
now to occupy and re-occupy were a little way down on the
wrong side of the crest. They could not command the coun-
try on the other side, whereas the enemy could see and com-
mand miles back over the Canadian positions. It was, there-
fore, impossible to approach the Canadian front across the
open. The only way was through long communication
trenches. The Germans had all the advantages of position.
On the east side, where the ridge drops sharply down, they
were able to place their great guns in massive concrete posi-
tions, well concealed, sheltered and difficult to reach. Opera-
tions against this enormously strong position were begun by
a succession of raids in which the 72nd bore a strenuous
part.
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On Christmas Eve, 1916, the Battalion moved into the
front line trenches on the Ridge. This was the first occasion
on which it went into action as a portion of the Canadian
Corps. The front occupied was about 800 yards long. A
beginning was made by depositing several messages, written
in German, in the enemy front line, inviting any well-dis-
posed member of the enemy forces to come over and give
himself up. This was answered ten nights after by certain
other messages written in English which were posted up in
front of the German lines, one of which said, ‘‘Cut out your
damned artillery. We, too, are from the Somme.”” Christ-
mas night was marked by a very heavy bombardment on the
part of the enemy, which lasted from 9:30 to 10:30. A
feature of the commencement of the Vimy Ridge tours
was the surprisingly speedy mastery of the German snip-
ers by the opposing snipers of the 72nd. On the first tak-
ing over the trenches, the hostile sniping was extremely
accurate and frequent, but within a few tours the superi-
ority of the 72nd in this particular was satisfactorily estab-
lished.

During this tour the entry of the Battalion into the Ca-
nadian Corps was marked by an inspection in the trenches
by the B. G. G. S. Canadian Corps.

On December 29th the Battalion was relieved by the 38th
and moved to Brigade Reserve at Cambligneul. New Year’s
Day was not to be allowed to pass by Scottish men without
some celebration of its associations and memories of Auld
Lang Syne. A dinner was held, the Battalion being accom-
modated in two sittings. Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien
present and made a short but pithy speech.

During the month of January the Battalion had every
opportunity of beceming acquainted with the Vimy Ridge
landscape as seen from their side of the operations. The
war diary shows in a line or two for each oceupation of the
trenches what the men were doing. But only those who were
actually present know what this meant in determined cour-
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age and steadiness. Day and night the enemy were given
no rest. They never knew at what hour a raid would be
begun. They never knew whether artillery preparation
meant a mere feint or was the preliminary for the rush of
a party of bombers. On the part of the Canadians there was
the mud to contend with. For though the mud of Vimy
Ridge was not the agglutinative compound of the Somme,
it was still mud to be reckoned with, and men came back
from their spells in the trenches covered with it.

On February 12 Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark left the Bat-
talion temporarily to take his place on the British Mission
to Italy. This Mission was composed of ten members, and
was commanded by Brig.-Gen. T. H. Crampton, Lieut-Col.
Clark being selected as the sole Canadian representative.
The Mission assembled at Paris and proceeded to Udine,
at that time Italian G. H. Q., arriving on February 16, and
dining the same night with King Victor Emmanuel. This
latter event was a great compliment, and indicated the
esteem in which the British forces were held by the
Italians. The Mission then spent three weeks in visiting
the various Italian fronts.

Successively, the 72nd took their turns in the trenches,
relieving and being relieved by the 38th Battalion and this
went on until February 16th, when ‘‘B’’ Company prut
over a most successful raid, and as the operation on this
particular occasion received the honour of being held up
at the army schools of instruction as a model of its kind,
some further mention may be in order.

From the Battalion’s first tour on the battle-scarred Vimy
Ridge the little ‘‘snout’ of German front line, stretching
tentatively out towards Ersatz crater, had attracted the at-
tention of all officers because of the favourable raiding
possibilities which it offered. Some were for raiding it im-
mediately under cover of a burst of hurricane fire from the
3-in. Stokes mortars. But the wise counsels of a general
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always careful of his men, prevailed, and a carefully pre-
pared raid was accordingly organized.

The raiding party was composed of Lieut. W. C. Ross,
Lieut. T. Barrie and 54 other ranks divided into nine
squads of one N. C. O. and five men each. There were as-
siduously trained for the coming effort under the able di-
rection of the late Major R. K. Johnston.

The enemy trenches to be raided were faithfully repro-
duced by means of tapes laid out on the ground near Villers-
au-Bois. Beginning on February 10th the little squads of
men, after studying the German position by means of aero-
plane photographs and maps, commenced their ‘‘dress re-
hearsals’’ over the tapes. So careful and thorough had been
the preliminary reconnaissance of the short ‘“No Man’s
Land’’ between our lines and the positions to be raided,
that each man knew almost to a yard where he would lie
awaiting the ‘‘lift”’ of the barrage.

On February 12th the Battalion moved into the line from
their rest billets to once more garrison the muddy trenches
and damp-infested dugouts and tunnels that constituted the
defensive system on the ridge. The raiders, however, stayed
out of the line practising at Villers-au-Bois day after day
until each man felt almost competent to perform his task
blindfold. As may be imagined, knowledge—intimate
knowledge—of the enemy trenches is a sine qua non in all
offensive operations, but in none is it more imperative
than in night raiding, when men, worked up to the high-
est pitch of excitement and following the barrage, a leap-
ing line of flame-shot smoke, jump into the enemy works.
Each traverse and sap—every communication trench which
leads off the main fire trench must be familiar. Otherwise
the best men are apt to get lost and the co-ordinated plan
of the operation to be upset, with results fatal to success
and productive of casualties.

It was here that the careful training came in. It has been
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HISTORIC GROUND.

remarked that the men of the 72nd knew the German front
line better than the Boches knew it themselves!

On the night of February 16th the stage was set, and at
11:30 p.m. the barrage put up by the 3-in. Stokes mortars
fell in the form of a box around the position to be raided. Out
of our line, through our battered wire entanglements, sprang
our men and went in perfect order across the maze of
churned-up shell-holes. Thirty yards from the enemy
trench the raiders disposed themselves among the numerous
shell-holes, awaiting the moment when the erashing inferno
of flame and smoke which was impinging on the enemy front
would lift clear and allow them to enter. Five minutes after
zero came the lull, and even as the raiding parties, in grim
silence, raced for the German trench, the bombardment—
with lengthem'd range—broke out afresh, coming down on
the enemy’s support line.

The raiders, splitting into two parties entered the (Jerman
front line on both flanks simultaneously. Turning inwards
the men raced along the shallow, evil-smelling ditch towards
the pre-arranged meeting place in the centre of the ob-
jective. Down the steps of the first dugout reached, one
of the demolition party hurled the heavy mobile charge
carried for the purpose, and fifteen seconds later, the whole
trench rocked with the explosion of 60 pounds of ammonal.

The German garrison completely demoralized by the
bombardment and the fiercely swift action of the kilted
figures, who seemed to know every twist and turn of their
own trenches, huddled together waiting, they knew not
what. Taken simultaneously on either flank they surrend-
ered, while those who streamed overland in their effort to
escape offered a splendid target for Lewis gun fire, which
was promptly and successfully applied.

Coolly calling the roll of their squads, and finding them
complete, the officers gave the word to withdraw with
their prisoners. Seven minutes after entering the German

front the whole raiding party were safely back in their
own lines.
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It goes without saying that in the dugouts set aside for
them, the victorious raiders reviewed with considerable ex-
citement the ordeal they had gone through, whilst,
overhead, a solitary 5.9 battery pounded their front
line as if in sorrowful protest. Lieut. T. B. Barrie and
Lieut. W. C. Ross were each awarded the Military Cross
for their work on this occasion, while several of their gal-
lant men also received decorations.

On February 18th, 1917, the Battalion was relieved by
the 38th and moved to Verdrel where it remained till Feb-
ruary 25th. A raid by the 4th Division had been planned,
and during this rest it was practised, the 72nd being joined
at this time by a draft of N. C. O.’s from the 11th C. M.
R. and 172nd Battalions. On the 24th, Lieuts. G. Reid, J.
Acheson, A. G. Mackie, A. H. Finlay and M. M. Townley
reported for duty, having obtained commissions from the
ranks.

Relieving the 38th in the front line on the 25th it was
expected that the Divisional raid would come off on the
27th of February, but owing to unfavourable weather it
was postponed until March 1st. This raid was carried out
in conjunction with extensive gas operations, preparation
for which had been made during a previous tour. From
right to left the raid was carried out by the following
Battalions: 54th, 75th, 72nd and 73rd.

Gas cylinders, enclosed in wooden boxes, had been
placed in the holes prepared for them in every bay in
the front line trench. The raiding party were under the
command of Major R. K. Johnston, with Captain A. V.
Wood as second in command, and they had carefully re-
hearsed the attack under the supervision of Major A. D.
Wilson. The general plan was for ‘‘A’’ Cempany to go
over first and hold the enemy front line, the other com-
panies following, ‘‘C’’ Company on the right, “B’’ Com-
pany in the centre, ““D’’ Company on the left. Companies
were formed in patrols and patrols in sections. Patrols
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were preceded by wire cutters and parties carrying am-
monal tubes for the destruction of wire. The objective was
a line of craters some 300 yards behind the enemy’s front
line. The craters being gained, outposts were to be pushed
forward and the enemy C. T.’s were to be blocked and
held while demolition parties carrying ammonal charges
wrecked all dugouts within reach. The gas cylinders were
arranged in batteries of four, each battery connected by
rubber tubes to a central tube, the nozzle of which was tc
be thrown over the parapet. This part of the raid was
under the direction of a special company of Engineers.

The wind had been unfavourable, but on the night of
February 28th-March 1st, although light and variable, it
was finally pronounced suitable for the purpose in hand.
At 2:45 am. on the morning of March 1st orders were
received to prepare for the raid as the gas was to be put
over at 3 a.m. The night was pitech black with a drizzling
rain falling. All necessary gas precautions having been
taken and the front line cleared, the gas was sent over
promptly at 3 a.m., hissing loudly as it left the cylinders.

A light wind wafted the gas slightly in the direction of
the enemy, but the rapid return of rifle fire showed that
they were not taken unawares. The wind was very change-
able, and the gas cloud could be seen drifting to and fro
with every change. Finally it commenced slowly to return
to our trenches. All cylinders were now shut off. The
gas hung round and finally disappeared under the effect
of the drizzling rain.

During all this time the men were in gas-proof shelters
and tunnels drawing equipment and preparing for the raid.
The original intention had been that a second wave of a
different and very deadly gas was to be sent over at 6
a.m., but the direction of the wind now made this im-
possible. Shortly after 6 o’clock the raiding party took
up their stations ready to jump off at 6:40, which was the
zero hour previously arranged. ‘A’ Company, standing
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to in the front line, ““D”’ Company in Granby C. T., and
“B’ and ‘‘C”’ Companies in Vincent Tunnel. At 6:30 the
enemy laid a barrage on our front line, causing a number
of casualties. In spite of this ‘“A’’ Company jumped off
promptly at zero hour, resting a moment beyond our wire
until our barrage lifted, upon which they immediately took
possession of the enemy front line. Simultaneously with
““A’’ Company’s capture of the front line the remaining
companies sent their patrols forward.

On the left all went well; ““D’’ Company made a good
start through a hastily-cut gap in the wire. In the enemy
trenches opposition was met and broken and ten pris-
oners taken. Eventually, however, they were forced to take
shelter from the enemy machine gun fire.

On the right things had not gone so well. Heavy enemy
artillery fire, directed on the entrance and vicinity of the
Tunnel and on the front line, made jumping off difficult,
and although half of ‘“B’’ Company got safely away, the
other half were unluclzy in that as they emerged from the
tunnel some gas cylinders in the trench were hit and
broken by the enemy’s artillery fire. As a result of this
the gas escaped and filled the trench, choking and blind-
ing the men, spreading confusion and making concerted
action impossible. Owing to this unfortunate loss of valu-
able time, these men were unable to jump off in time to
take part in the raid, and were ordered back to the tun-
nel. The unfortunate chance which prevented the second
half of ““B”’ Company jumping off also stopped ‘‘C’’ Com-
pany, who were scheduled to follow ‘‘B’’ Company; con-
sequently they were unwillingly forced to abandon their
part in the raid.

Those patrols of “B” and ‘“‘D’’ Companies who had
been able to jump off, passed through the enemy front
line, now held by ‘“A’’ Company, into a sea of mud-holes
of all sizes and depths, everywhere linked together and
filled with water. A passage-way between them would be
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HISTORIC GROUND.

attempted only to prove impracticable, and it would be
necessary to return and make a mew attempt to find a
road forward. Under these conditions it was a matter of
great difficulty to retain direction. Far back in the enemy
trench system flare lights were going up in all directions,
while he maintained a constant machine gun fire. Finally
the objective was reached and outposts put out beyond it.
The demolition parties carried on their work of bombing
and wrecking dugouts. One squad under Lieut. A. C.
Lumsden, took several prisoners, but losing direction they
were finally surrounded by the enemy, and, after holding
out until all their ammunition was exhausted, they were
themselves taken prisoner, Lieut. Lumsden himself being
wounded. After 40 minutes in the Hun position the with-
drawal was commenced. Major Johnston having been
killed, Captain Wood was in command. Covered by Lewis
gun fire the withdrawal was carried out, again crossing the
quagmire over the enemy’s second line back once more to
the enemy front line, still garrisoned by ‘‘A’’ Company.
Here stretcher parties were busily working carrying back
wounded. The withdrawal was continued, and was sue-
cessfully carried out, covered by ‘“A’’ Company, who then
in their turn retired. The artillery fire had quickly died
down, but our trenches were badly knocked about and still
reeked with gas.

Numerous decorations for conspicuous gallantry on this
occasion were awarded, and the raid will be remembered
as another step in the preparation to take Vimy Ridge.
Among the decorations conferred was the D.S.0. awarded
to Major Wilson who on this occasion handled the Bat-
talion under most trying conditions. The last incident in
connection with this operation is narrated in the Battalion
diary as follows: On March 3rd, about noon, two German
officers carrying a white flag were seen to leave their front
line and stop in the middle of No Man’s Land to the right
of the Battalion’s front. An officer of the 87th Battalion
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which was holding the line at this point, went out and
met them. They expressed their intention to carry our dead
half way across No Man’s Land in order that we might
bury them in our own ground. An informal armistice was
arranged all along the front concerned in the raid of March
1st and on the 11th Brigade front to the right where the
heaviest losses occurred, many bodies were brought across
in this way. Lieuts. Barrie and Mackie crossed over to the
German line opposite the 72nd Battalion front, where they
met a German N. C. O. and a party of men. They endea-
voured to make arrangements to recover our dead who
were lying behind the German lines, but the German
warned them that the time was up and they would need
to get back to their own lines as quickly as possible.
Among the many instances of courage and devotion of
which the gas raid was so productive, none rank higher
than that in which Ptes. Black and Debouchier figured.
Separated from and left behind by the ebb of the raid-
ers, these two men found themselves, in company with a
severely-wounded comrade, in a shell-hole between the
German support trenches some 600 yards behind the Ger-
man front line. Steadfastly refusing to leave their wound-
ed friend, and unable to carry him back, for it was now
broad daylight, and the swarming Germans were sweeping
back into the positions from which they had been sum-
marily driven, the two men lay in their cramped and
muddy shell-hole all through the long day of the first
of March. As it wore to a close the wounded man began
to sink rapidly, and his two gallant companions decided
that rather than give themselves up, one of them should
make an attempt to reach the Canadian lines that night
and bring back assistance, a plan, the audacity of which
may be conceived. The wounded man would have to be
carried. They were completely hemmed in by the enemy,
and though the Huns were ignorant of the presence of
these Canadians, they were everywhere on qui vive after
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the alarms of the previous night. Unconscious from a
head-wound, their stricken comrade was in such a condi-
tion as to make it doubtful whether he could possible sur-
vive his injuries. The two heroes could have saved them-
selves had they been willing to desert him, but they stayed
resolutely by his side. When it became reasonably dark,
the two drew lots to determine which of them should make
the attempt to reach their own lines. Pte. Black won.
A silent hand-clasp, and he disappeared over the lip of
the shell-crater into the night.

For 600 yards over ground pocked by water-filled shell-
holes, slashed by German trenches, and strung with barbed
wire, Black erawled, now serambling forward, now pressed
close to the mud as a flare spilled its greenish-white rays
over the country. Dodging the groups of Boches that oc-
cupied the trenches he crossed, expecting every moment
to hear the harsh, ‘“Vos ist dar?’’ of an enemy challenge,
he crawled westward, guided only by the half-obscured
stars and the ceaseless line of flares. And now he reached
the German front line where all was in a condition of
strained alertness. In expectation of they knew not what,
the Hun command had packed the forward area with
troops. As Black afterwards said, ‘‘They were so clnse
together I had to crawl up and down the parados looking
for a space to slip through.”” Unable to know in the dark-
ness that this was the last line of trenches between him
and his goal, he pressed on across No Man’s Land. Cau-
tiously proceeding through the mext line of barbed wire,
he was arrested by the sharp ‘“‘Halt!”’ of a Canadian
sentry, and stumbled exhausted into the lines of his own
battalion!

He went at once to Battalion Headquarters, and insist-
ed, despite his ‘‘all-in”’ condition, on being allowed to lead
a stretcher party back the way he had come., They were
to rescue his wounded friend and to pick up Debouchier,
an impossible task, but glorious in the daring idea it sug-
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gested, and in his fidelity to his comrades far behind the
German front line. Deeply the officer commanding the
Battalion at the time considered this proposal. How could
any stretcher-party get there and back again and hope
to escape annhilation? On one side of the equation was
the fact that the two men in the shell-hole would be taken
prisoner. On the other was the certainty of the stretcher-
party being killed. Gently, but firmly, the O. C. pointed
out to Black the uselessness of throwing away, not only
his own life, but those of at least three other men, and
refused to let him make the attempt. It was a painful
decision he was called on to make, but the O. C., Major
Wilson, decided wisely. Word was later received that
Debouchier, faithful to the last, steadily refusing to leave
his friend, had surrendered in an attempt to save the
latter’s life, but the wounded man had died after being
made prisoner. Private Black himself was unfortunately
killed in the attack on Passchendaele Ridge in the follow-
ing autumn. He leaves behind him a memory which must
ever irradiate the chronicles of the Battalion he loved
so well.
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CHAPTER VL
VIMY RIDGE.

A short rest—Brigade sports at Chateau de la Haie—Culmination
of months of effort— Zero hour on April 9—The great fight
begins—OQver shell-holed ground in blinding sleet—The Ridge
falls before Canadian valour—Gallant exploit of Lieut, D. O
Vicars—Grim hand-to-hand fights—Fine work of Major 8. B.
Birds—Generalship of Lieut.-Col, J. A. Clark—Consolidating
gains after winning objective—Further dash by 72nd.

HE RAIDS described in the previous chapter were

enough to indicate that the final taking of Vimy Ridge
would be a serious business. The 72nd were now to have
a short ‘‘rest’’ partly by way of recuperating and partly
in the nature of further serious practice of the operations
that were shortly to be undertaken. On March 7th, 1917,
the Battalion moved to Bouvigny Huts. Lieut.-Col. Clark,
who had been in Italy, as a member of the British mission
mentioned in the last chapter, since February 12th, had
rejoined the Battalion on March 4th. From March 7th the
whole Brigade was out of the line practising brigade at-
tack in view of the great effort that was shortly to be
made.

As a variety, Brigade sports were held at Chateau de la
Haie, and on this occasion the Battalion saw for the first
time that historic old residence with which afterwards they
became so familiar. At the sports the ground was found
to be very soft, and tiring to the competitors. But they
came up to the events with considerable vim, and the
occasion recalled happier days.

On March 11th the Battalion moved back to the front
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line, relieving the 102nd Battalion. This was the first
change of front on Vimy Ridge, the new front extending
from Lasalle Avenue on the right to Tottenham Road on
the left. This front differed from the old front in that it
was held, not by a continuous front line, but by a series
of posts, reached by long saps. The tour was quiet and
uneventful, being the only one in the history of the Bat-
talion in which no casualties were suffered, and on March
15th the Battalion was relieved by the 73rd Battalion and
marched to Niagara Camp, Chateau de la Haie, where the
rest period was spent in practising the forthcoming at-
tack. On March 19th the Battalion relieved the 47th Bat-
talion on a front extending from Ersatz Crater on the right
to Coburg communication trench on the left. During this
tour the artilleries and aircraft of both sides were very
busy. The Battalion snipers and patrols were also active.
In view of the forthcoming attack the artillery commenced
to lay down practice barrages. On March 29th the Bat-
talion was relieved by the 73rd Battalion and moved to
Brigade Support in Arras Alley and Bajolle Support Line.
As was always the case when in Brigade support, the Bat-
talion’s chief duty was to furnish working parties.

On March 30th the Battalion relieved the 73rd Battalion
in the front line trenches, the 47th Battalion being on the
left and the 78th Battalion on the right. During this tour
patrols were very active, as were both artilleries.

During
this tour also the Battalion took

over an additional 250
yards of front from the 47th Battalion. On April 4th the
Battalion was relieved by the 73rd Battalion and moved
back to Brigade Reserve at Chateau de la Haie after a
difficult tour during which the enemy artillery was partic
ularly active.

On April 7th the Battalion held a Decoration parade,
when decorations were presented by Major.-General Sir
David Watson. On April 8th, Easter Sunday, the forth-

coming attack was finally rehearsed. Church parade was
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held, at which Major A. D. Wilson was presented with the
Distinguished Service Order, which he had been awarded
in conneection with the raid on March 1st. Several other
officers and other ranks also received their decorations on
this occasion.

On that evening the Battalion moved into Gobron Tun-
nel on Vimy Ridge in readiness for the final attack. The
culmination of months of tireless effort, of difficult raids
and patrols was now in view. A winter spent under the
most trying conditions was to show results. That the 72nd
Battalion had paid the price was to be seen in the fact
that wastage and casualties had so far reduced its num-
bers that 400 of all ranks was the total number assembled
in the tunnel on that evening.

The Canadian lines had been shortened to a front of
about 7000 yards. To the 72nd was given a place of hon-
our. They were to occupy the left flank of the whole at-
tack—a most difficult and dangerous position. The pre-
liminary work had begun nearly three weeks before when
systematic artillery destruction of the Boche lines was
opened in earnest. An enormous number of guns had been
accumulating for the blow. New shells were being used,
armour-piercing and delayed-action shells which penetrat-
ed deep into the ground, blowing up deep dugouts. The
chalky country around Vimy lends itself to mining, and
mines had been prepared.

Hot soup and other refreshments were supplied to the
waiting men and were much appreciated. Zero hour was
5:30 a.m., when, in addition to a terrifie artillery and ma-
chine gun barrage, two heavy mines were to be sprung
under the enemy trenches opposite to the 72nd front. At
about 5 a.m. on this Easter Monday, April 9th, the Bat-
talion quitted Gobron Tunnel and filed into the assembly
trenches. It was a most inclement morning of sleet and
snow which the west wind fortunately drove into the faces
of the foe. The Ridge itself, churned out of all semblance
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to its former self by the rain of shells it had received in-
termittently through the winter, and without respite dur-
ing the past ten days, seemed nothing but a vast expanse
of small lakes formed by the linked-up shell-craters. Prog-
ress across this ground under the most favourable condi-
tions would have demanded great exertion.

As the hands of the officers’ carefully-synchronized
watches came to the stroke of half past five on that fate-
ful morning, the western sky seemed to leap into a gi-
gantic flicker of sheet lightning, as the immense concen-
tration of guns began their final smashing of the doomed
German positions. Simultaneously with the opening of the
barrage the two mines under the Boche right front were ex-
ploded, and the 72nd moved forward to the attack, as
promptly and with angry violence, in answer to frantic
S. 0. 8. rockets, the German protective barrage came down
on No Man’s Land and on the trenches which the Bat-
talion had just left, being particularly heavy in the vi-
cinity of Montreal Crater, which was the left centre of the
Battalion’s front. There was also intense machine gun fire,
particularly from a small hillock of the Ridge to the left
of the Battalion which bore the name of the Pimple. The
Battalion quickly overran the enemy front line, hounding
the Boche from the remains of his shattered dugouts and
from the easterly lips of the group of mine craters. Stren-
uous resistance was encountered from the triangle of
trenches formed by Clutch and Cluck trenches, and great
difficulty was experienced in keeping direction in the
blinding sleet and over the maze of water-filled shell-holes.
Some of these were 20 feet or 30 feet across and six or
seven feet deep.

The battle in which the Battalion was now bearing its
part, facing the long and sinister slope of Vimy Ridge
was a very comprehensive and tremendous assault

in
which there were roughly

120,000 men in the storming
line with 40,000 advancing behind them. But it will be
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VIMY RIDGE.

worth while just here to record the gallant exploit of
Lieut. D. O. Vicars, D.8.0., and Pte. McWhinny (later
Lieut. M¢cWhinney, D.C.M.)

While the 72nd attacked, more or less frontally, the tri-
angle before mentioned. Vicars and McWhinney together
with a mere handful of men worked around to the right
flank of Clutch trench. Almost all of Lieut. Vicars’ men
were casualties by the time he reached the trench, but
Vicars, accompanied by MeWhinney and Cpl. ‘‘Hat’’ Mat-
thews, began what was one of the most memorable feats
in the Battalion’s history. Armed chiefly with bombs
which they manipulated with unerring efficiency, the three
proceeded to take, unaided, about 400 yards of the strong-
ly-held German support line. Slipping from traverse to
traverse along the trench, the dauntless trio advanced,
clearing or partially clearing each bay by throwing bombs
into it before entering and finishing the job with revolver
and cold steel. Time after time Boches braver and more
cunning than the rest attempted to waylay them by lying
in wait in the doorways of their dugouts, only to be met
by a courage and resource more deadly than their own.
Pushing the now thoroughly demoralized Boches before
them, the three continued their advance until practically
the whole trench on the Battalion front was cleared. Aid-
ed by the arrival of the frontal attacking troops they
drove the completely routed Bavarians to their destrue-
tion in the heavy ‘‘standing barrage,’”’ which was protect-
ing the left flank of the attack.

This is but an example of what was done on that glori-
ous and eventful day. Of the heroic work of the rest of
the Battalion no praise can be too laudatory. Stumbling
through the maze of shell-craters, and lashed by machine
gun fire they had continued to advance, and while Clutch
trench was being cleaned out they had been grimly fight-
ing their way towards the hotly contested triangle of
trenches, and here it may be said that there was a dem-
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onstration of the fact that no evil is without its compensa-
tions, for the heavy and deep mud which the troops had
not been in the habit of regarding with pleasant feelings,
now played its part. Many miraculous escapes were prob-
ably due to its negative capacity in absorbing and muffling
shell-bursts.

The Battalion may be pictured at this time as having
changed the wave and line formation of the commencement
to one better suited to meet existing conditions. It could
be seen moving in small groups that twisted their way
among the shell-craters, now firing and again for a moment
taking cover.

Many were the grim hand-to-hand fights as Canadians
and Bavarians struggled for supremacy. The magnificent
dash and initiative of our men was unmistakable, as, de-
spite the treacherous conditions of the fighting ground,
and the stern resistance encountered, the Battalion pushed
its way forward towards the summit of the sloping Ridge.
Desperately conscious of what the loss of this position of
vantage would mean, the Bavarians fought like tigers. But
their star was on the wane. Their line, the imaginarily
impregnable Vimy Ridge defences, with their miles of
trenches and barbed wire; their deeply-buried tunnels and
dugouts manned by their much-vaunted troops was smashed
between Arras and the Souchez by a stroke of arms des-
tined to ring round the world.

Establishing touch with the unit on their right, the 72nd
settled down to consolidate their gains. But if the victory
had been a great one, it was won at heavy cost, there bhe-
eing but 62 of all ranks who did not become casualties. Many
gallant men had made the supreme sacrifice. Among the
officers the casualties were unfortunately high, eleven out

of the thirteen participating having suffered, of whom
eight were killed. Among the latter was the brave and
beloved commander of ‘‘C’’ Company, Major Jack Sweet.

It is impossible to chronicle all the gripping stories that
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might be told of personal gallantry and self-sacrifice. Those
which are given are merely illustrative incidents of what
took place. No one who was there can forget, for instance,
the wonderful work of Capt. S. B. Birds, who, with that
uncanny coolness which was a source of wonder to all
ranks, led his own Company at the start, and later directed
affairs on the spot with a disregard of danger that seemed
almost fatalistic. Nor must the work of the stretcher-bear-
ers be left out of this marrative. Shot at, but unable to
shoot back, they went about their merciful work. It is the
highest possible praise to them to record that by 4 p.m.
on that fateful 9th of April all the wounded had been
cleared from the field despite the still heavy shell-fire and
the ever-present mud.

Such an attack as has been deseribed, tumultuous and
bewildering as it was, was no haphazard chapter of ac-
cidents. The whole had been the subject of careful prep-
aration and forecast of probabilities. Behind all this ante-
cedent business was the cool and judicious brain of the
Battalion’s gallant commander, Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark.
Gradually the eventful day drew to a close. Working des-
perately, the Battalion consolidated its defences. Blocks
were pushed out and established in the trenches leading
into the new German positions, and the shattered ditch that
had been the main enemy support line was put into a state
of defence in readiness for any counter-attack which might
develop. During the night, parties of the attacking troops
were relieved by detachments of fresh men who had been
kept in reserve in Gobron Tunnel. Sullenly the Boche bat-
teries to the north, with shortened range, continued to
hurl high-explosives on to their old positions, while the
unceasing flares that soared skywards, betokened the nerv-
ous apprehension of the defeated enemy.

The morning of the 10th of April was heralded by an-
other furious outburst of drum-fire as a fresh brigade
lunged forward through the sleet and rain, its objective
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being the ‘‘Pimple’’ on the Battalion’s left. The taking
of this hillock relieved the 72nd of the galling and costly
enfilading fire to which they had been subjected during
the previous day. Reconnaissances carried out during the
9th and 10th found the enemy to be holding in force a
position along Claude Trench, a line roughly parallel to
and about 250 yards in front of the Battalion. Reports
from the Division on the right were most favourable, and
indicated a break-through. Everywhere the attack had
been a complete success, and along the whole front the
allotted objectives had been gained. For three days the
fighting smouldered along the entire front, while units
gathered themselves for a final effort, and the guns, ter-
ribly hampered by the enveloping mud, were moved for-
ward to cover a fresh advance. How these guns were
moved at all will always be a thing to be wondered at,
but by means of tremendous effort and the use of horses
and tractors the arduous work was accomplished.

For the 72nd the fighting flared into flame again on the
morning of April 13th. Led on this occasion in person by
their Commanding Officer, the Battalion flung itself against
Claude Trench. The enemy’s left flank and centre had been
shattered by the fighting of the previous four days and
he now collapsed under this spirited attack. The Kilties
swept down the eastern slope into the promised land be-
yond. Here may well be mentioned the outstanding work
of Lieut.-Col. Clark, D.S.0. Accompanied by Lieut. Grey,
one or two runners and a Lewis gun cerew, he outdistanced
the more heavily-encumbered Battalion and entered the
village of Givenchy, well in advance, and almost treading
on the heels of the now thoroughly-routed enemy. Push-
ing rapidly through the streets he entered the Vimy
Angres trench system beyond the village almost a mile
in advance of his Battalion and in imminent danger of
being cut off by stray parties of the enemy, the gallant
C. 0. and his few men, fired by their first taste of open
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VIMY RIDGE.

warfare after the depressing weeks of trench fighting, com-
menced careful reconnaissance of this line, and discovering
that the Vimy Angres system was now clear of the Boche,
Colonel Clark was able to send back most valuable informa-
tion. Coming close after him were the remnant of the
261 Highlanders, who had gone into action on the 9th—
a few over 100 men. The exhausting effect of their recent
strenuous work was forgotten in the exhilaration of the
advance, as one of them said afterwards: ‘‘It acted like
champagne to get Heinie on the run at last!”’

During the morning of the memorable April 13th, while
pushing forward in the vicinity of Givenchy, Lieut.-Col.
Clark met the gallant commander of the 12th Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien, D.S.0., well in front of his ad-
vanced troops, and apparently intent on ‘‘doing a bit on
his own.”’ After the exciting events of the morning, as be-
fore deseribed, these two officers, in order to determine the
extent of the German withdrawal, proceeded north through
the Vimy-Angres line over the Hirondelle spur to the
north-east of Givenchy. On reaching the crest of the spur,
they encountered a party of some 50 of the enemy, ap-
parently undecided whether to stand or retreat. The gen-
eral and the colonel at once opened a brisk fire with their
revolvers, and the enemy, his mind apparently made up,
vanished in the direction of Angres. It was at this june-
ture that a fresh brigade of our men were advancing in
open order some 600 yards behind the scene of this fight,
and mistaking the two officers for the enemy, they opened
fire with the unfortunate result that Gen. MacBrien was
shot through the arm, and, very much against his will,
forced to leave the field for about two weeks.

It may be imagined what this sudden and brilliant ad-
vance meant to those who for months had been subject
to the soul-numbing monotony of trench warfare. To have
left that ghastly shell-pocked Ridge behind them and to
have burst into the as yet unsullied country beyond-was
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a thing to remember. Late in the afternoon the Battalion
was relieved by a unit of an Imperial Division, who swept
through their lines in open order on their way to La Cou-
lotte and the Mericourt Switch Line which barred the road
to Lens. The capture of Vimy Ridge was a thing accomp-
lished. It will forever be a prominent event in the calen-
dar of history. In an especial manner it will forever stand
out in the annals of the 72nd Highlanders of Canada. For
the whole of the Canadian Divisions it was a great triumph
and the gain was great. The prisoners that fell to the

combined forces were 3342, including 62 officers, while the
guns taken totalled 30. The key of one of the most im-
portant sections of the North had been secured.




CHAPTER VIL
LA COULOTTE.

Re-examining the Vimy Ridge ground—Lieut.-Col. J. A, Clark
takes command of Brigade—In front of La Coulotte—Raiding
Cyril trench—First draft of men from the 231st—Brigade
sports—Farewell to Bir Julian Byng—Chateau de la Haie
again First Army Horse Show—Review of general situation

Attack on Quebec trench—Exploit of Sergeant W. R. Brown
—Night attack on Avion trench—Capture of a portion of Eleu
trenches.

HOSE who, after the capture of Vimy Ridge, examined
the German positions at Vimy, Petit Vimy and the
villages beyond—this, of course, being some time after the
events narrated in the last chapter—began to realize that

a new stage of the war had been entered upon, a stage

where trenches had largely given way to cement and steel.

F. A. McKenzie says of this meighbourhood, ‘‘Within a

few hundred yards I came on three lines of gun casements,

each casement separate and self-contained. They had sides
and tops of reinforced concrete, with doors of chilled steel.

Below them were deep dugouts in which men could live.

e A seemingly innocent-looking ruined house in

the village of Petit Vimy had inside walls of cement 39

inches thick. In front was a nose of seven feet of rein-

forced concrete, with two machine-gun emplacements.

What looked like a broken haystack was really a concealed

fort. T knew that many a village in the curve just ahead

concealed numerous fortified houses.”” It was in this sort
of country that the Battalion was to be further tried out.

After the great offensive there came a halt. The Ridge was
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in the hands of the victorious troops and also the imme-
diate villages beyond, while the enemy in the ring of vil-
lages around from Lens to beyond Fresnoy, concentrated
his fire upon them.

On April 17th Lieut.-Col. Clark took over command of
the Brigade in the absence of Brig.-Gen. MacBrien who
it will be remembered was wounded on the 13th, and on
the 24th the 72ud moved into Brigade support in the Vimy
Angres line. There was a certain satisfaction if not ab-
solute exhilaration in the fact that this was the Battalion’s
first opportunity of settling into serious business since they
had gone over the Ridge. Relieving their old friends the
38th on April 28th the 72nd now found themselves in the
front line facing the well-organized and

strongly-held
Mericourt Switeh Line, in front of

La Coulotte. The Bat-
a long spell of interesting work-

scouting, sniping and patrolling. The total trench strength
at this time was 25 officers and 375 other ranks.

talion was commencing

Some of the work at this time was not so attractive as
that before mentioned, viz.,, considerable trench-digging,
and the burial of many dead of the 5th Imperial Division
which were still lying out. A couple more reliefs brought
matters to May Tth, when their routine was diversified by
the enemy counter-attacking the 10th Brigade, who had
been vigorously operating against the Triangle near the
electric generating station

As this attack could be plainly
seen from the 72

nd Headquarters it was immediately re-
ported to the artillery, who responded very -effectively
within three minutes, when the attack was seen to halt,
crumble away and completely fail. Among incidents that
afforded an occasional ripple was that of a prisoner be-
longing to the 124th Minerwerfer Company, who was taken
on the Lens-Arras road and who, with many gesticulations,
tried to modify the danger of his position by saying, ‘‘Me
no fighting man, me Minnie man.”” During this tour the

artillery liason officer ran a wire forward to the front line
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and did some effective sniping with his 18 pounders.
Lieut.-Col. Clark, who had resumed command of the Bat-
talion on Brig.-Gen. MacBrien’s return to duty, was
evacuated to Field Ambulance with an attack of trench
fever, Major A. D. Wilson, D.S.0., taking over the com-
mand. Brigade support at Tottenham caves on Vimy
Ridge was undertaken until the 12th when the Battalion
moved to Comox Camp, near Berthonval Wood. Here for
a short time there was a rest during which baseball was
substituted for its gunnery equivalent, and both officers
and men enjoyed the sport, their opponents being the 78th
Battalion. Zouave Valley and the front line again—now in-
creased to 1200 yards—were successively the places occu-
pied by the 72nd. On May 22nd there was a Brigade order
for the Battalion to verify a report that had come in to
the effect that the enemy was vacating their positions. In
order to do this the Battalion raided the block in Cyril
trench. During this tour the trenches were improved and
extended. The artillery on both sides was fairly heavy,
considerable wire-cutting being done by our artillery. On
May 24th the Battalion was relieved by the 38th, and
maoved back to Givenchy in Brigade support, leaving ‘“A’’
Company under the orders of the 38th Battalion. This
period was spent in working and salvaging parties. On
the night of the 27th one of the working parties, when
returning from work, suffered ten casualties in Cyvril
trench.

On May 28th the Battalion was relieved by the 44th
and moved back to Chateau de la Haie, the whole Brigade
going out to Divisional Reserve. At this time the Bat-
talion was numerically weaker than at any other time in
its history, the trench strength on relief being slightly over
300. It was, therefore, with much satisfaction in that when
the 72nd arrived at the Chateau they found waiting for
them a fresh draft of 300 men from the 231st Battalion
to be absorbed into their own ranks. Tt goes without say-
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ing that this was immediately accomplished, and the ad-
vent of this number from the original home city of the
Battalion was productive of much pleasure. The lengthen-
ing days of May had come; the trees around the old
Chateau were in full fresh leaf; the weather was all that
could be wished, and a very pleasant rest period was spent
in training and sports. On June 4th a Brigade parade
was held at which decorations were presented by the Di-
visional Commander. The parade was followed by Brigade
sports, which, from the number of men present and on ac-
count of the contrast it presented to recent stern and ardu-
ous weeks, were highly entertaining and enjoyable. The
72nd easily won the championship; the total number of
points gained by the Battalion being twice the number of
those made by the nearest competitor. Among the interest-
ing and unusual items of the sports was a mule race. This
was won by Lieut. E. A. Edwards, but the same event
proved unfortunate for Major F. J. S. Murray, as he met
with a mishap which very shortly afterwards caused his
evacuation. In the lengthening shadows of the early sum-
mer evening the grounds looked more charming than ever,
calling up memories of what they must have been before
the days of war. Then when twilight had fallen word
came that the 72nd were to move forward to Berthonval
Wood and go under canvas. The Battalion had scarcely
got comfortably settled when the unmistakable whirr of
enemy planes was heard overhead, and immediately after-
wards several bombs were dropped in the immediate vi-
cinity. It was the first time the Battalion was subjected to
enemy bombing from the sky, and unfortunately it led to
the death of 129683 Pte. R. Davidson, who was killed while
acting as Brigade runner. On the following day, June 5th,
as a precautionary measure after the previous night’s
bombing, the Battalion moved further into cover in
Berthonval Wood, where a most comfortable camp was
quickly made and given the appropriate appellation of
Seaforth Camp.
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LA COULOTTE.

On June 6th all available officers of the 4th Division
went to Chateau de la Haie to bid goodbye to Lieut.-Gen.
Sir Julian Byng, who was relinquishing command of the
Canadian Corps in order to take command of the Third
Army. It was an occasion of deep interest, for this fare-
well seemed to bring into review all that had taken place
since the battalion arrived at Hopoutre on August 15th of
the previous year when Sir Julian had met them at the
station. It was impossible not to call to mind the march
past of the Battalion, 1055 strong, on that first introduc-
tion to the neighbourhood of hostilities, since which so
many gallant soldiers had given their lives in the service
of their country. Sir Julian made a brief but touching and
inspiring address, giving ample credit for his promotion to
the valour of his men and the good work of his subordi-
nates.

On June 8th Lieut.-Col. Clark resumed command of the
Battalion and training was carried out. The end of this
rest period was marked both by the warlike and the recrea-
tive. On June 12th the Battalion relieved the 54th in sup-
port at Givenchy. On the two days following Divisional
sports were held, 72nd competitors being left out to up-
hold the Battalion’s record, with the result that they won
the championship in the tug of war and also in the trans-
port competition. Alternately relieving and being relieved,
the daily routine of the Battalion’s life had the addition
at this period of rumours as to an impending attack on
the Mericourt Switch Line and La Coulotte. By and by
these rumours were confirmed and plans of attack were
matured. When the Battalion moved to the front line on
June 14th the tour was part of the preparation. The hot
weather at the time will be remembered by every man
concerned. One morning not long after dawn the new
Corps Commander, Sir A. W. Currie, made an early-morn-
ing tour of our front. On June 19th the Battalion was re-
lieved by the 44th and moved back once more to the now
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familiar Chateau de la Haie. For a short period martial
music held the place of sterner martial measures. The
pipe band took its part in a grand performance of the
massed pipes and drums of the Canadian Corps at which
F. M. Sir Douglas Haig was present. Once more the fa
miliar airs of the northland and of Canada resounded
among the old trees of the Chateau, alternately recalling
the past and inspiring for the future It is ncted in the
Battalion diary that the 72nd again won the champion-
ship of the Corps in the tug of war, and that this was the
first time that the Battalion met the 29th in that compe-
tition, the result being a decided win for the 72nd. On
June 24th a Brigade practice for the attack on La Coulotte
was inspected by the Corps Commander. A joint church
parade with the 85th Battalion was also held, at which
various decorations were presented. June 25th saw the
Chateau de la Haie under a new aspect, the occasion being
that of the First Army Horse Show, H. R. H. the Duke of
Connaught being present.

A review of the situation at this time shows that for
over two months, the Canadians, after thrusting the Ger-
man from his tenacious hold on Vimy Ridge, had lain more
or less dormant before the menace of the enemy’s carefully
prepared defences from the Souchez on the north to Oppy
on the south. Dormant, however, is a word which must be
here taken in a comparative sense . The tacties which had
been decided upon by the higher command still held the
field—the limited objective, progress by slow and calculat-
ed stages—a steady grinding attrition. During the two
months, fighting of a local but fierce character had gone
on along the entire front. At first the struggle for the
blood-soaked ruins of Oppy on the south continued for
some time, while during the month of May the left of the
Canadian line had flung itself time after time in minor
operations against the calcined rubble-heap of the eleetrie
generating station and its adjacent trenches on the Hiron-
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delle spur. Among the latter the point of the greatest im-
portance was the famous Triangle. So far as the 72nd
was concerned the two months and a half were spent in
holding a position immediately in front of the village of
La Coulotte—sometimes immediately to the left and again
astride the Lens-Arras road, that omnce perfeet national
highway which stretches straight as a string between the
two towns. Almost nightly, while in the trenches, the Bat-
talion furnished working parties to dig a new front line.
Daylight would find them oceupying a position a few
yards closer to the enemy than yesterday. It always was
an unvarying rule of the Battalion’s to get as close to the
enemy as possible, thus bringing into play Lord Nelson’s
famous message at the battle of Trafalgar. Firstly,
because it kept the Boche nervous; secondly, because it
tended to eliminate the chance of the enemy making a
surprise atack under the advantage of a wide No Man’s
Land to concentrate troops in, and, lastly, because the
closer one is to the enemy trenches the less will his artil-
lery endanger one’s front line, his shooting being modi-
fied by the fear of hitting his own men. The last days be-
fore the attack found the 72nd within approximately 100
yvards of the Hun—in short within deadly striking range.

The La Coulotte attack might have brought to mind in
some of its dramatic antecedent circumstances, the famous
ball at Brussels before the battle of Waterloo. The First
Army Horse Show had gone with a swing at the Chateau
de la Haie. With easy confidence had the 72nd tug of war
team walked away with its competitors. Suddenly the
rumour flashed from man to man, ‘‘the Boche is with-
drawing!”’ The rumour grew as it proceeded, until it was
stated quite definitely that the Hun had positively de-
camned. Even the coldly cautious official report stated, in
part, that, ‘““the slight withdrawal of the enemy in the vi-
cinity of La Coulotte and the Hirondelle spur will be fol-
lowed up with the most ruthless severity,”” or words to
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

that effect. Coming as it did on the conclusion of a well-
practised attack, things looked well for the men who were
to occupy the front line.

Through the camp at the Chateau the bugles sounded
the ‘‘fall in.”” Men poured out of the huts buckling on
their ‘“‘battle order,”” and as the sun went down behind the
high ground of Masnil Bouche, the clear notes of the ‘‘ad-
vance’’ floated into the evening air, while the Battalion
swung away in column of route for the tremches. The
weather, which had been lovely during the day, now turned
to pouring rain. Black masses of cloud rolled across the
heavens making the night pitch dark. Up the slippery
slopes of Vimy Ridge the Battalion toiled, and after leav-
ing the village of Givenchy behind, entered the tortuous
Clucas trench. After a long and trying relief the 72nd found
themselves in the front line. Already the eastern sky was
growing brighter with the dawn. Zero hour was fixed for
7 a.m., and barely had the Company officers received their
final hasty orders from their respective Commanders, when
the silence was shattered by the pulsating roar of the bar-
rage. Across the intervening 100 yards separating the two
front lines the 72nd swept in perfect order. Over the
enemy front line they went and not a Boche shot had been
fired. Skirting the ruins of La Coulotte on the left the
Battalion headed for the formidable unfinished railway
embankment beyond the town, where it was anticipated the
Germans would put up a strenuous fight. As the soldiers
mounted and passed the embankment no resistance was
encountered, but the extent of the enemy withdrawal could
be seen, as parties of them could be observed falling back
on the line of Avion trench along the outskirts of the vil-
lage from which it takes its name. This extends to the
high ground of the Eleu dit Leauvette spur which, rising
from the marshes of the Souchez, commands an extensive
view of Lens from the south west,

Modern warfare forbids pushing after an enemy when
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he is giving way except in rarely happening circumstances,
In a trench-to-trench attack such a proceeding would spell
disaster. For the benefit of the lay reader it may be ex-
plained that in such an attack each unit is allotted certain
specific objectives, carefully marked on a map and accur-
ate to a yard. The whole fabric of the attack is based on
the supposition that these orders will be obeyed. That cur-
tain of shells, the barrage, which the attackers follow, is
timed and directed accordingly. It is evident that any unit
would overstep the limit of its objectives, at its peril. The
gunners, thousands of yards to the rear, unconscious of any
departure from the pre-arranged plan, would pour their
fire into men of their own corps. The attack will always
be pushed forward, but it will be advanced scientifically
as soon as all concerned can be advised. In accordance
with these tactics and principles the Battalion on this oe-
casion slipped into its allotted objective, Quebee trench,
with a comparative minimum of effort and without a cas-
ualty. Casualties occurred later, owing to the terrific
pounding of the captured area by an annoyed and har-
rassed enemy.

It soon became apparent that the attack would be re-
sumed, and daylight reconnaissances were pushed forward
to determine the exact line of.resistance adopted by the
enemy. Arduous scouting showed that this was Avion
trench, which was being held by a series of posts, the
greatest strength of which lay in that part of the trench
on the before-mentioned spur. During the reconnaissances
many exciting events occurred, chief among which was the
exploit of Sergt. W. R. Brown, M.M., the Battalion
Scout Sergeant. After working down Poupore com-
munication trench he entered the German front line which
in the confusion resulting from the attack was not in a
proper state of defence, owing to the enemy having un-
accountably omitted to block the communicating excava-
tion. Accordingly, the intrepid Sergeant was able to step
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into the enemy front line, and incidentally and incredibly

i | as it might seem into a German poker party seated on ;
( ' the floor of the trench. Despite two misfires oceuring to t]
) his rifle, Brown shot three of the five before the arrival g
_ | of reinforcements forced a tactical withdrawal. But for &
i ; his rifle going back on him twice, the party would either 1 t
| i been wiped out or taken prisoner. i
The Battalion’s first night attack came on June 27th a
1§ when, after 24 hours wire-cutting fire on the defenses of )
{ Avion trench and the Eleu spur, the 72nd fronted a defi- O
nite objective. This was that portion of Avion trench that ti
1 lay between Patrick communication trench on the right p
and another about 800 yards off on the left. The 72nd W
knew all about the hostile position through the efficient l¢
ol work of its scouts and observers, and the C. O. decided to ci
i put only one company into the attack. The honour fell 1l
’ to ““D”’ Company, plus squads from ‘A’ and ‘‘C"’, and 8]
after the assembling, partly in Quebec trench, but mostly
lined along tapes stretched into No Man’s Land on the fl:
left flank along a line roughly paralleling Avion trench and ST
about 400 yards distant from it, ‘“‘D’’ Company jumped off th
following a rolling barrage at 2:30 a.m. on June 28th. De-
spite the almost absolute darkness, and the fact that the al
' troops used had never seen the ground in daylight, owing ti
| to their being in support during the previous attack, the

assault was a complete success. The highest praise is due
to Lieut. W. G. McIntosh, and those of his officers and N.
C. 0.’s who had seen the position on the previous day and
were thus able to keep direction—the most difficult of all
things in a night attack over unfamiliar ground. But the

1 determined valour of the men they led was amply witnessed
' to when the breaking light of June 28th revealed the
i slaughtered and vanquished foe in Avion trench. For the
| Kilties had swept through the darkness into that trench
I with irresistible force. The bayonet, the bomb and the

clubbed rifle did their work. The objective was cleared

st i)



LA COULOTTE.

and the morning found 72nd men in complete possession.
It was one of the cleanest-cut, intensest little operations in
the Battalion’s history. During the morning following,
Saskatoon road, a sunken thoroughfare full of deep dug-
outs, paralleling and some 250 yards in advance of Avion
trench was taken by this company, while at 6 p.m., in con-
junection with flanking units, these indefatigables pushed on
and cleared the enemy from the southern purlieu of the
Eleu trenches on the south-eastern slope of the Eleu spur.
On the morning of the 29th the Battalion held these posi-
tions, looking over the floods of the Souchez at the serried
pitheads and slag-heaps of Lens. It was a position the 72nd
was destined to hold at short intervals throughout many
long months. It is significant to note that the German offi-
cial communique, in dealing with the Canadian attacks at
this time, stated that ‘‘near Avion the attack was led by
specially picked assaulting troops.”

The splendid support given during this attack by the
flanking units, the 38th and the 85th Battalions, deserves
special mention here as it contributed very materially to
the success of the 72nd.

The remainder of this memorable tour passed quietly
and was devoted to the consolidation of the captured posi-
tions.




CHAPTER VIIL.

THE SUMMER OF '17.

Dominion Day, 1917—Move to Villers-au-Bois—A bomb incident—
McLennan distinguishes himself—Heroism of Lieut, J. B. Rose
and Corp. R. C. Brown—Working parties again rest at Chateau
de la Haie—Inter-Battalion sports—The coming of winter—
Reign of the bomb ended—Proposed attack on Sallumines Hill

Passchendaele looms in sight.

DHI\HN!HN DAY, 1917! Fifty years from Confedera-
tion, and here were Canadians fighting for the hon--
our and the security of their beloved land, that land on
which the Hun had not only cast an envious eye, but which
he was prepared to overrun and parcel-out under the di-
rection of his myrmidons. Indubitably mistaken was Gold-
win Smith when he wrote in his ‘‘Canada and the Can-
adian Question:’’ ‘“‘Canade will never contribute to Im-
perial armaments. . . . England can derive no military
strength from a dependency 3000 miles away.’”” What the
‘‘philosopher of the Grange’’ might have said at this par-
ticular juncture if he had been alive to witness it must
remain unknown. But his belief in his own prescience
might have been shaken could be have been on this day
at the Canadian front and have heard the three one-minute
bursts of fire in which every gun in the Canadian Corps
co-operated !

That night also marked the moving back of the 72nd for
a period of rest at Villers-au-Bois. At the beginning of
it another welcome draft—this time of 150 men—was re-
ceived from the 231st Battalion. Reorganization and train-
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THE SUMMER OF ’17.

ing occupied much of the time, considerable attention being
paid to sports. A competition occurring at Paris on July
22nd, open to all Allied Armies, the 72nd tug of war team
left on July 20th to take part in it. They returned on the
25th, having won against all competitors. Other items of
record include the act of 129716 Cpl. H. G. Matthews, a
bombing instructor, one of whose class, after pulling the
pin of a bomb, dropped it in the trench among his com-
rades. Cpl. Matthews immediately picked up the bomb and
threw it over the parapet and thus prevented a number
of casualties. During this rest also, the officers of the 72nd
erected a special marquee and gave a dinner, at which
Major-General Sir David Watson, Divisional Commander,
was present. It was during this period also that the Bat-
talion suffered a serious loss when two of the original offi-
cers, Captain R. T. Wilson Herald, M.C., Medical Officer,
and Capt. F. R. Glover, Quartermaster, took their de-
parture. By their conspicuous ability, their devoted atten-
tion to duty and their whole-hearted loyalty to the Bat-
talion, these two officers had earned the hearty good-will
of all ranks.

The longest tour in the history of the Battalion began
July 25th when the 43rd was relieved on the Avion front
immediately south of the Souchez river. Headquarters were
in Piano dugout®*, and the tour lasted 39 days.

During the summer of 1917 daylight patrolling was
developed by the scouts of the 72nd to a very remark-
able extent. Commencing as early as April 13th, when
Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark and a mere handful of men brought
about the far-reaching results of the Battalion’s attack on
that date by energetic daylight reconnaissance, the Scouts
of the Battalion began emulating this achievement.

The old way of patrolling—at night—means stumbling

*8o called on account of a piano which the luxury-loving Hun had installed
in it. It also contained a 40-foot revolving periscope which enabled the
occupants to survey the surrounding country in security,
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA
through the dark with usually only an approximate idea
of one’s whereabouts. Information gained in this way,
while in some cases of the greatest importance, is, per-
force, frequently inaccurate, except with the most highly-
trained scouts. To some extent, danger is minimized by
darkness, but at the same time, darkness often conceals
the most dangerous pitfalls. For instance, if a patrol
should meet with an unexpected enemy post or ‘‘standing
patrol’”’ in No Man’s Land, their only warning is a wither-
ing burst of fire, often attended with dire results. Com-
pared with this, the method evolved by the 72nd Scouts—
the daylight patrol—is immeasurably superior. In these
expeditions most valuable information is brought to light,
impossible of attainment by other means.

The average daylight patrol consists possibly of an offi-
cer, usually the scout officer, and one N. C. O. a scout;
sometimes of an N, C. O. and a scout; sometimes of a
couple of scouts by themselves, all depending on the job
in hand. Furnished with accurate trench maps, and fa-
miliar with every inech of the front by long studying it
from observation posts, these patrols set out on the peril-
ous task of crawling up to and in some cases actually into
the German front line. On some fronts, where the cover
is particularly good, this is not very difficult if the scouts
know their work, but let it here be remarked that if this
knowledge is wanting, the proceeding is sheer suicide. One
false move, one mistake of judgment as to cover or visi-
bility, and a Mauser bullet ends all uncertainty. But on
the other side of the equation is the lure of the wonder-
ful amount of information to be gained. The state
of the enemy’s wire, of his trenches, and even, as in the
case of several of the 72nd patrols, the exact numbers of
German sentry posts and men have been obtained.

It will have been seen from the result of the attack on
Avion trench on June 28th, how invaluable was the in-
formation obtained by the daylight reconnaissances carried
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THE SUMMER OF ’17.

on by the scouts previously, as these enabled the command-
ing officer to put only one company into the attack, where-
as, had he not been absolutely certain of the enemy’s dis-
positions, it would have been necessary to put at least
three companies into the assault and thus have trebled the
casualties to produce the same result.

The village of Avion, with its ruined houses and its
shell-torn orchards, furnished a noteworthy opportunity of
continuing the good work, and the scouts flung themselves
whole-heartedly into the task. On these patrols—in broad
daylight—many exciting adventures were naturally ex-
perienced.

The highest praise is due to the scouts of all companies
for their work on these patrols, and also for their observa-
tion duties carried out during their respective tours in this
particular sector, but as ‘““C’’ and ‘‘D’’ Companies held
it in turn for a large proportion of the time, the bulk of
this class of work fell on their scouts. In particular, the
scouts of ‘“D’’ Company were specially meritorious. Under
the very able leadership of their N. C. O.’s, Lee.-Cpl. A.
Turnbull, and later, Cpl. F. W. Spooner (who took the
former’s place upon his receiving promotion), they rend-
ered yeoman service. Daily, at dawn, while in the line,
did pairs of scouts under one or other of these two N.
C. O.’s, establish themselves in close proximity to the
enemy trenches, and actually count the night garrison (for
the Boche held his trenches in that sector more heavily
by night than by day) as they were leaving the front line
after their night’s duty. Daily they examined his wire,
and furnished accurate reports on its condition. Often,
on these expeditions, the scouts, from a point of vantage,
using telescopically-sighted rifles, would pick off an un-
suspecting German who fancied himself in absolute se-
curity. These tactics, as the summer wore on, added to
the anxiety and nervousness of the Hun. Never secure
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for a moment from the menace of our patrols, his was a
sorry plight.

On August 5th, 1917, a patrol consisting of one officer
and a non-commissioned officer actually entered the
enemy’s front line by daylight and proceeded some
300 yards along the trench until stopped by an enemy
post. The patrol then withdrew to the point of entrance
and worked down the enemy front line in the opposite
direction until it was stopped by the fire of another enemy
post.. The patrol, then under a cross-fire which was em-
barrassing, to say the least, withdrew to their own lines,
having obtained first-hand information about the aectual
state of the enemy front line and the posts it contained.

It was at this time that ammonal tubes were first used
by scouts to destroy wire in preparation for a raid. Two
gaps were blown in the enemy’s wire which was very
thick among the ruins of houses in order to furnish points
of entrance for a raiding party. One of these gaps was
filled by the Hun the night after it was blown, and in
consequence, on August 10th, 1917, a patrol under Lieut.
G. Clark, proceeded on the following night to re-blow it.
All went well until the moment to connect the fuse had
arrived, when suddenly our patrol was rushed by a Ger-
man patrol who left their lines on a whistle signal being
given. Cpl. F. W. Spooner, in charge of that part of the
patrol detailed as a covering party, and his men, opened a
savage fire into the enemy and Tieut. Clark, working
furiously, connected the fuse, and turned the ‘‘Nobel
lighter.”” Like a flash the white-hot spark leaped through
the instantaneous fuse, and 20 pounds of ammonal, dis-
integrated with an ear-shattering roar in the very faces
of the stubbornly-advancing Boche patrol. Our patrol, its
task accomplished, then skillfully withdrew to their own
lines without a casualty.

On August 14th, 1917, one officer and a non-commissioned
officer, while on a daylight patrol, entered the enemy’s
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front line just north of Avion at a point about 800
yards in advance of the front line of the 72nd, in search
of intelligence. After walking about 50 yards along the
trench, the patrol encountered a German sentry asleep at
his post. On being awakened his instant surrender was
demanded. But, stupified by terror, he began to scream
for help and otherwise proving unreasonable he met his
fate. The patrol, as may be imagined, having ronsed a
hornet’s nest, withdrew.

On the night of August 17th 129878 Sergt. M. K. Me-
Lennan distinguished himself while in charge of a wotk-
ing party which had become detached from the main body.
Without any warning one of the enemy jumped out of
a shell-hole and, pointing his rifle at Sergt. McLennan,
ordered him, in English, to surrender. The immediate reply
was a clubbed rifle on the head. Fire was immediately
opened by the working party and responded to by the
hostile patrol to which the German belonged, and which
was forced to withdraw in disorder, leaving their dead
comrade behind them, who afforded a valuable identifica-
tion.

On the 19th expected Brigade orders were received to
raid the enemy defences in front of Avion. For this pur-
pose two patrols were detailed, one under Lieut. J. B. Rose,
and the other under 129078 Sergt. N. M. Campbell. An
entry in each case was to be made through the gaps in the
wire recently blown by ammonal. The right patrol, under
Lieut. Rose, succeeded in making an entry in spite of
strong opposition, several of the enemy being killed before
the trench was entered. Lieut. Rose being wounded and
his leg broken, 116199 Cpl. R. C. Brown took charge of the
party, which, having carried out its instructions with a
gallantry that cannot be too highly praised, fighting its
way against strenuous resistance through 200 yards of en-
emy trench, returned towards our lines. On their way they
encountered an enemy outpost, the members of which put
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up strong resistance, and fighting of a vigorous character
took place, so fierce being the conflict that Cpl. Brown and
most of the remainder of his patrol became casualties.
This was unfortunate enough, but in addition, the left
patrol was discovered and fired upon with such effect that
they were unable, despite the most determined efforts, to
enter the enemy’s line and thus carry out their part of
the arrangement. No shadow lies upon the men who took
part in this raid. They fought well and did their duty.
But the fact was that the instructions for the raid were
received so late in the day that here was not sufficient
time to properly arrange the details of the accompanying
barrage. As a result, this, which the circumstances deniand-
ed should be ample, was deficient in concentration and
volume. But for this regrettable contretemps, the raid
would have been a conspicuous success. Lieut. Rose was
afterwards reported as a prisoner of war. Corp. Brown
was awarded the D. C. M.

An item of the record of the Battalion at this end of
August, 1917, shows that working parties which had not
previously been in great request, were now again called
for in considerable strength. All available men had to take
their share of this arduous work, even to the commanding
officer’s batman! On the 27th the Battalion relieved the
38th Battalion in the front line. On the night of the 29th
a hostile stealth raid attempted to enter our lines on the
Avion sector at 10:30 p.m. No. 466433 Cpl. S. Findlater
was in charge of a post at the point of intended entry.
He and his comrades threw bombs at the enemy, killing
one of the patrol. A hand-to-hand conflict then ensued, in
which Cpl. Findlater bayonetted and killed the German
N. C. O. in charge of the patrol; the remainder of the
enemy immediately fled. For this action Cpl. Findlater
was awarded the D. C. M,

So the work of ‘‘strafing the Hun’’ continued. Never
was he given a moment’s respite. Even in daylight, in his
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THE SUMMER OF ’17.

own front line, he was not safe. His flares at night kept
No Man’s Land illuminated continuously. Swiftly his pa-
trolling, never of the best, became practically non-existent;
his sniping ceased completely. His ‘‘tail was down.”’

On September 2nd the Battalion was relieved by the
50th and again moved to Chateau de la Haie, and enjoyed
a rest that was very highly appreciated. The Divisional
Concert Troupe appeared for the first time, in new and
elaborate costumes. Intensive training both for officers and
other ranks was actively prosecuted. On September 6th
inter-battalion sports were held with the 78th Battalion,
which resulted in a sweeping win for the 72nd. Out of
twelve events, including baseball, football, signalling and
grenade competitions, field events, ete., this Battalion won
ten and drew two. By placing two Nissen huts together it
was found possible to establish a Battalien Officers’ Mess,
and on the night of the 6th the officers had a guest night,
which took the nature of a farewell dinner to Major W.
A. J. Marshall, who was proceeding to England for three
months on the exchange system. On September Tth the
Battalion moved forward to Alberta camp, near Souchez
corner. This camp was scarcely completed, and the Bat-
talion were its first occupants. While resting here, work-
ing parties were supplied nightly. The outstanding events
were a wire-cutting competition, which was won by “D?”’
Company, a football game with an Engineer Unit, which
the Battalion won by a score of 6—0; an inter-com-
pany competition for platoon in attack, which was won
by a platoon of ‘“C’’ Company under command of Lieut.
H. C. Waterfield, and preparations for the Corps Rifle
Meet, which was expected to take place later on in the
month. No. 6 Platoon, under the command of Lieut. R. A.
Simmons, was selected to represent the Battalion, and in
the Brigade elimination contests it won the right to re-
present the Brigade.

After autumn comes winter, and various indications cor-
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roborated the almanace. The transport lines had been busy
for some time hauling brick and stone to prepare winter
standings for the horses. Occupying the trenches and re-
liefs from the same were mixed with notable football
games. The operations of the war were comparatively un-
eventful but they were there. The 15th and 16th of Sep-
tember were marked by artillery activities on the part of
the enemy. Much work was accomplished on the front line
system of trenches which was put into excellent shape.

It was at about this period that the termination came of
the dominating reign of the bomb as a rival to musketry.
During the summer the British authorities had been em-
phasizing the superiority of the rifle and bayonet over the
hand grenade, because they found that the latter had come
to occupy a factitious position. Men went into battle laden
with it even as late as Vimy. A significant yarn on the
subject is that of a soldier who followed a solitary Ger-
man for half a mile at a distance of 300 yards trying to
get up to him to bomb him, forgetting altogether that he
had a rifle with which he could shoot him!

On September 23rd the Battalion took part in a Brigade
Church Parade and march past before the Brigade Com-
mander who on this occasion presented several decorations.
On the 24th practice work began for a proposed attack on
Sallumines Hill with a view to forcing the evacuation of
Lens by the enemy, and during this rest period all ranks
studied a relief model of the area to be covered. The offi-
cers and N. C. O.’s went over the tapes laid out near
Berthonval Wood, and on the following days the Battalion
rarried out the practices over these representative limits.
The Medicals won the final in the football championship
of the 4th Division. Also on September 29th, when the
Corps Championship Sports were held at Villers-au-Bois,
the Battalion tug of war team met that of the 29th Bat-
talion, which it had previously defeated for the Army
Championship. The pull was a very long one, and at one
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time the 29th team except one man had been pulled over
the line. They were, however, in splendid physical shape,
and managed to recover themselves and eventually win.
The 72nd team was well known throughout the Corps, and
was universally considered unbeatable, consequently this
defeat occasioned great surprise, and was generally at-
tributed to lack of training and over confidence.

The early days of October were employed in practice
for the Sallumines operation. On October 2nd a Brigade
practice with contact aeroplane was carried out. On this
date Lieut.-Col. Clark, who had been absent on leave, re-
turned and resumed command of the Battalion. On October
3rd the Sallumines practices were discontinued indefinitely
and rumours of a new move at oace became rife. Some
rumours were positive that the Corps was moving south—
others that it was moving north—and others that it was
not moving at all, and that the Sallaumines operation was
merely postponed. Definite orders were received on Octo-
ber 4th that the Sallaumines operation had been cancelled
and that the Corps was to move north.

On October 5th the Brigade commenced to move north
to Steenbecque, but owing to an outbreak of diphtheria
the 72nd Battalion was quarantined and unable to move.
On the Tth the Battalion was left in sole possession of the
Chateau de la Haie, all other units having been moved.
The weather being cold and wet, sports and training were
not practicable. During this period the Battalion had as
next-door neighbours on two oceasions the 7th and 13th
Battalions. Finally arrangements were completed for the
quarantined men to proceed to Field Ambulance, and on
October 10th the Battalion was permitted to move, and on
a rainy morning moved off to comfortable billets in Bruay.
This march was the first occasion upon which the recently
re-organized brass band performed in public. The following
day was spent in Bruay, and on the 12th the Battalion
marched to Bruay station and entrained for Steenbecque,
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marching that afternoon to Thienne. On October 13th it
marched through the rain to Wallen Capelle where the bil-
leting area was very scattered. Training and sports were re-
sumed. It became generally known that the Corps had
come north to take part in the Flanders operations, and
on October 17th 50 officers and other ranks travelled to
Poperinghe to study a large relief model of the new battle
ground, the task allotted to the 72nd being the capture of
the Crest Farm near Passchendaele. But with this fateful
exploit looming in the distance, the Battalion enjoyed some
recreative breaks. On October 20th a successful Transport
competition was held, the Brigade Commander being one
of the judges. And on the 22nd H. R. H. the Duke of Con-
naught, accompanied by the Corps Commander, inspected
the Brigade, and the 72nd marched past the Duke. On
October 23rd the Battalion moved to the Brandhoek area,
travelling by ’bus to Scot camp, which was in the near vi-
cinity of Erie camp, thus bringing to mind the first days
of the Battalion in France. Here the positions were again
taped out and practice was proceeded with.

The country in which the Battalion was now located was
not only historic ground in a military sense but it present-
ed features which made the German position a very strong
one, Their line consisted of a series of ridges, hog’s-backs
and spurs. To a depth of from a mile to a mile and a half
it was made up of ridge after ridge, and spur after spur,
interspersed with copses and valleys. But the position had
more than a merely local significance. The big ridge of
which it was a part dominates largely the northern part of
Belgium, starting as it does from Messines in the south,
continuing northward to the series of spurs and ridges
to the east of the village of Passchendaele, and from there
declining towards the coast. In Napoleon’s day it was said
that the army which controlled Passchendaele Ridge dom-
inated northern Belgium. From the top of the ridge, on
fine days, the belfries of Bruges, 25 miles away may be
picked out with a good glass.
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CHAPTER IX.
PASSCHENDAELE.

The Passchendaele country—The fighting-ground a quagmire—Im-
portant change of plans—Zero hour—Capture of Crest Farm
—BExploit of Lance-Corporal G. W. Thompson—Brilliant work
of Lance-Corporal 8. Irwin—The Field Marshal's despatch—
A German officer’'s testimonial,

I'l‘ MUST be remembered in connection with the Pass-
chendaele operations which this record now approaches,
that the unfavorable weather had turned Flanders into a
quagmire, and also that the German plan of defence had
undergone a considerable evolution since the earlier months
of the year. Trench warfare had largely given place to
position warfare. The Germans fought over each area
from shell-hole to shell-hole. They came out from concrete
emplacements and fortified huts when the barrages were
over. Bearing this in mind and also the prevalent mud, and
some idea may be formed of the conditions which the 72nd
had now to face. Our men had known what mud meant
on previous occasions, but at Passchendaele, in some places
men had to wade through bog-lands holding their rifles
and munitions above their heads while the enemy were
firing at them,

On October 28th the Battalion moved from Brandhoek
by train to Ypres and marched to Potijze area where it
outfitted preparatory to action. At 4:45 p.m. it moved for-
ward, ‘D’ Company going into the front line, taking over
from the 47th Battalion, and three Companies into support,
one near Hillside Farm and the other two at Abraham
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Heights. On the morning of the 29th a reconnaissance was
made which showed that Haalen copse was either entirely
under water or so swampy that it was impassable. This
made a change in the plan of operations necessary. One
short line of description, but what it conveys is something
much more serious than appears. To Major A. V. Wood,
M.C., much credit was due for valuable information on this
peint which had the effect of rendering an entire and dras-
tic revision of plans essential to the success of the opera-
tion. On receipt of this intelligence Lieut.-Col. Clark at
once made a personal reconnaissance of the position, and
without a moment’s hesitation, at the eleventh hour chang-
ed his distributions for the attack on the following day. In
order to advise Brigade H. Q. of this change, and in order
to arrange for a successful barrage to cover the new form-
ation, the Colonel personally conveyed the intelligence to
the Brigadier. A few words in reference to these changes
will not be out of place. They involved, owing to the
flooded condition of the ground in front of the Battalion,
a very difficult converging movement in order to pass
through the only remaining opening, about 50 yards wide,
to the right of the flooded area, after which it was again
necessary for the Battalion to adopt the wave formation
of the start before launching itself at the veritable fort-
ress of Crest Farm. When it is considered that all these
changes had to be carried out, not on a parade ground
but under intense fire and through clinging mud, some idea
of the eredit due to those who conducted them with such
conspicuous success will be obtained. The four Vick-
ers machine guns and the Stokes gun which were
at the disposal of the Battalion, together with four
Lewis guns, were, however, placed in such a position as to
command the enemy defences in the rear of Haalen copse
and the south-west slopes of Crest Farm, which latter it
will be remembered was the Battalion’s objective. Early
in the evening of the 29th the whole Battalion assembled
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on the reverse slope of the hill behind the front line. They
dug themselves in by 10 p.m. Zero hour was fixed at 5:50
next morning. And now the usefulness of the Tommy
cooker was amply displayed. The smell of frizzling bacon
pervaded the position. Beans and tea formed the other
accompaniments of the hot breakfast that satisfactorily
heartened the men for the task before them. ‘‘A,”” “B”
and ‘“‘C’’ Companies jumped off at zero hour. The artil-
lery and machine gun barrage was everything that could
be desired. ‘“‘D’’ Company had been told off to clean up
the area between the front line and Deck wood. No sooner
had ““A,” “B”’ and ‘‘C’’ Companies, passed over this area,
than a party of Huns emerged from au old trench which
had not been occupied on the previous night. The first in-
cident of the rush was that 129978 Sergt. G. A. Young and
two other ranks of ‘““D’’ Company at once went forward
and captured all of them—one officer and fifteen other
ranks within the first five minutes. Full of dash and de-
termination, with ‘‘C’’ Company in the lead, the men
swept forward with their right flank on the main Passchen-
daele road that led straight past Crest Farm. On its south
west slopes they encountered serious resistance from a
large number of short lengths of trench, and consolidated
shell-holes. And here was displayed an initiative that was
destined to have its reward. By very clever manoeuvring
a footing was gained on the high ground west of Crest
Farm, the enemy being thereby outflanked and practically
surrounded. These were moments of intense and very live-
ly work, and by a combination of fire and hard hand-to-
hand fighting all resistance was overcome. Fifty Huns were
killed, 25 taken prisoner and four machine guns were cap-
tured. ‘“A’’ Company had added brilliantly to its record,
and it triumphantly continued its advance and eleaned
up the area to the north of the objective. There was a
trench here where serious resistance was put up, but the
dash of the men was irresistible, and the surprised Ger-
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mans felt that they had met their mateh. Many of them
were killed, twelve additional prisoners were taken and
another machine gun was captured. Two of the captured
machine guns were used against the enemy by this Com-
pany which now proceeded to consolidate the positions they
had taken. It goes without saying that this brilliant work
was not accomplished without a price in casualties being
paid. Here and there were instances of special heroism.
No. 827096 Lee.-Cpl. G. W. Thompson (later lieutenant)
and No 130248 Pte. P. M. Gillis (killed) proceeded in ad-
vance of the barrage and attacked and captured a
machine gun which was enfilading his Company. No
more inspiring example was given than that of No.
688022 Sergt. E. G. Gentle (killed) who, though severely
wounded, continued to lead his section to vietory. Nor
must No. 1015951 Pte. B. H. Richardson, a brave stretcher-
bearer, be forgotten. This devoted soldier did splendid
work in dressing the wounded under heavy shell-fire, and
was killed on the objective in the performance of his noble
duty.

No conception of the area in which this operation was
proceeding can approach accuracy that does not include
some idea of the muddy desolation that characterized it.
It was one vast quagmire of shell-holes and of the debris of
war. Roads were practically non-existent and had had to
be replaced by ‘‘duck mats’’—sparred pathways of wood
laid on the yielding surface. Let it be remembered too
that there had been no time to build defensive gun em-
placements. Moreover, the Germans had every spot reg-
istered and kept it under continual shell-fire. The Cana-
dians had been asked to do an almost impossible task.
That they accomplished it shows their superiority to the
picked troops brought against them. The German army
was in a different temper from what it had been in the
spring. There was a spirit of confidence in its ranks, bred
of recent successes in Italy and Russia. In many cases
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PASSCHENDAELE.

even the prisoners brought in displayed an insolent su-
periority rather than the attitude of beaten men. All these
were features of the fight which must be borne in mind.

We have followed the fortunes of ‘“A’’ Company; mean-
while what had ‘“B’’ and ‘‘C’’ Companies been doing?
“B’ Company, after rounding Deck Wood, a task the
nature of which will be comprehended by those who have
read the foregoing, advanced straight north to Crest Farm,
thus taking a different route for their objective from that
of ““A”’ Company. This Company overcame all opposition
encountered on the way, established itself through all
difficulties on the crest of the farm, killed at least 40 Huns,
took 30 prisoners and captured three machine guns. One
of the outstanding features of this brilliant operation was
the work of 472148 Lece.-Cpl. S. Irwin. This N. C. O. was
in charge of a Lewis gun crew. He discovered three Hun
machine guns in position on the crest, which had not yet
opened fire, but which were all trained on ‘A’’’ Company
and ready to enfilade them. With a bravery that was
tinged with the uncanny prescience of an Indian scout, he
worked in behind the fated Boche gunners, and firing his
Lewis gun from the shoulder, killed every member of the
crews who were just going to begin to fire, and captured
the three guns single-handed. One of the latter was im-
mediately trained on the enemy. ‘‘B’’ Company then mov-
ed forward and consolidated. Lieut. R. C. Gillespie (killed)
deserves special mention for his great gallantry and splen-
did handling of the situation and of the troops which he
led. Three platoons of ‘“C’’ Company, after passing Deck
wood, moved straight forward with their right flank on
Passchendaele road. The fourth platoon went well forward
on the right, then swung to the left and very materially
assisted in the storming of Crest Farm. The remaining
three platoons encountered heavy opposition, picked Boche
troops swarming out of their defences and fighting with
a tenacity that seemed born of a confidence that they could
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not possibly be beaten. Yard by yard these three platoons
fought their way till they gained all the high ground to
the north-west of the Passchendaele road. Two of them
then swung (o the left and Crest Farm was surrounded.
It was the end of the Huns in that particular area. None
escaped, though a considerable number on the right flank
threw down their arms and made good their escape
through the village of Passchendaele. The Germans had
had another surprise. While ‘‘C’’ Company consolidated
its positions they had the satisfaction of reckoning that
four machine guns had been captured, that many Huns had
been killed, and about 30 prisoners taken. Patrols under
Lieut. Inglis were sent forward and entered Passchendaele
village. The Huns ran in all directions, and they practie-
ally evacuated the place. By 9:30 a.m. consolidation was
complete. Touch with the right Battalion was immediately
established, and with the left in a comparatively short
time. In reviewing this brilliant fight it is apparent that
much of its success was due to the intrepid immediateness
with which the men of the 72nd followed the lifting of the
barrage. Almost before it ceased they were on top of the
Hun, so that he was overcome before he could bring his
rifles and machine guns to bear,

A despatch from the Commander-in-Chief, after the tak-
ing of Passchendaele, stated in part that ‘‘the unit which
took Crest Farm had by this action accomplished a feat of
arms which would go down in the annals of British his-
tory as one of the greatest achievements of a single unit.”’

““The balance of the tour (Passchendaele) was compara-
tively quiet,”” says the diary of the Battalion. With mili-
tary brevity recording that which to the ordinary civilian
would have seemed full of noise and disquiet. The intensity
of the battle was over but the positions that had been
gained had to be held.

Although the actual taking of the ridge had resulted in
comparatively few casualties, owing to the brilliant dash of
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the Kilties up the treacherous slopes of Crest Farm, it had
been an operation fraught with every chance of disaster.
The machine-gun officer of the German battalion that had
held the position, said on being captured, that he had no
fewer than 24 machine guns defending the front attacked—
about 500 yards. Twelve of these guns were massed on
the knoll of the Farm itself. ‘‘But,”” he said in perfect
English, “‘your men attacked so closely upon the barrage
that they seemed to be mixed up with their own shell-fire!
My guns had no time to get properly into action.”’

With the consolidation of the position came the most
intense enemy shell-fire that any member of the Battalion
had ever experienced. The fact must be remembered that
Passchendaele was at the apex of a salient, and the Ger-
man artillery for miles on either side poured in an intense
fire which lasted almost eighteen hours. This fire, while
severe on the front line was still heavier on the area im-
mediately behind. At one time the front line was cut off from
Battalion H. Q. by two distinet barrages about 100 yards
apart. The very air seemed alive with shells and the heavy
flame-shot smoke pall hung like a fog over the scene
Grimly the men hung on under this intense fire despite
losses which swelled the original small casualty list to
some 280.

At about 3:30 a.m. on the morning of the 31st the enemy
counter-attacked the company holding the left flank. This
attack, about one company strong, was broken up by our
fire, and at daylight the survivors, about 30 men who had
taken cover in shell-holes before our trenches, were taken
prisoner. As a closing passage, the splendid work per-
formed by Lee.-Cpl. A. . Canning of the Battalion Scouts,
cannot be too highly praised. From a most exposed posi
tion, he kept up observation under the most intense shell-
fire, and by his efforts the Commanding Officer was kept
aware of the exaet progress of the assault—an indispens-
ably necessary thing. Canning unfortunately died of
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wounds received in the performance of his work during
the first day.

Ceaseless and alert watchfulness and the defence of the
lines makes too serious a business to be otherwise than
demanding both to officers and men, and the relief of the
72nd by the 21st Battalion on November 2nd was a wel-
come change.
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CHAPTER X.
WATCHFUL WAITING.

The move to Pradelles—Inspection by Corps Commander—Battalion
hegins march south—S8t. Andrew’'s Day—Plano Dugout again—
New Year's Eve dinner—Performance at the Irving theatre,
Chateau de la Hale—Playing the old year out and the New
Year in—Church parade—Interesting patrol encounter—Trip
out from Red Mill Siding—Surprise inspection by Sir A.
W. Currie—Great enemy offensive opened-—Battalion issued
with kilts—In the front line again—Fraternizing with the 2nd
Imperial Seaforths—First anniversary of Vimy Ridge—Corp-
oral R. G. Gordon's fight—Raid led by Lieut. J. R. 8. Lough—
Spirited raid by Lieut., W, Hanson—Lieut. Ferrie's raid.

HE FIGHTING troops reached the Transport Lines at

Potizje at about 5 a.m. on November 3rd. After a hot
meal and a short sleep they marched to Ypres and en-
trained at 12 noon, detraining after a short run at Caestre,
and marching to a very comfortable billeting area at Pra-
delles. The two weeks spent here had been well earned,
and the period was made the best of. Training and sports
alternated with each other, and rugby football was taken
up with vim. On November 5th the Brigade was inspected
by the Corps Commander, who, in a short speech, said many
pleasant things about the 4th Division in general and the
12th Brigade in particular. Among the events of this rest
will be remembered the Church Parade that was disturbed
by the approach of a hostile bombing plane.

On November 17th the Brigade began its march south,
arriving at Merville after dark. On the following night
1’Ecleme, near Busnes, was reached. This march was a
striking contrast with the shell-shocked fighting episodes
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of Passchendaele and it ended up very comfortably at
Auchel, a town which highly commended itself in every
way to the Battalion. The billets were good and the situ-
ation pleasing. A thorough course of training was carried
out, leading up to a Battalion platoon marching and firing
competition on November 27th. On November 30th the
Battalion marched to Pernes, where an exhibition of drill,
bayonet-fighting and the use of camouflage was given by
the experts of the Canadian Corps School. While en route,
the Battalion was inspected by the Divisional Commander.
That night being St. Andrew’s, the patron saint of Scot-
land was duly honoured, and the Divisional Commander
and members of his staff were guests of the C. O. at din-
ner. December 17th saw the Battalion at Canada Camp,
Bois de la Haie, after a march described as snowy, cold,
and very slippery, and on the following day the 72nd
moved into support again, relieving the 1st Canadian Bat-
talion in Givenchy, so the men were on familiar ground.
They travelled by the light railway to Lens Junction. Then
they marched over Vimy Ridge to Givenchy—a route that
even then was historie, and that will surely be an object of
interest to thousands of reverent pilgrims in the future.
Again, on December 20th, the Battalion moved forward to
trenches in the neighbourhood of La Coulotte, and once
more its headquarters were in Piano Dugout. On the 23rd
the Divisional marching and firing competition, which had
been in preparation for some days, took place at Pernes,
No. 7 Platoon representing the 72nd and winning second
place. On this day also, the Battalion relieved the 38th
in the front line, with headquarters in La Coulotte.
Christmas Day was spent in this sector. It was a Christ-
mas in the trenches but the Battalion made the best of it.
Snow had covered the ground some days before, and the
surrounding scene, though not exactly what an artist would
choose for a Christmas card, was, to a limited extent, of
a Yuletide character. For a wonder the day passed quiet-
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WATCHFUL WAITING.

ly. There had been a time, some weeks before, when Ca-
nadian post offices, especially that of Vancouver, had been
crowded by a loving and remembering throng who had
committed precious parcels to His Majesty’s mails. With
what loving care these packages of affection had been
made up was now exemplified in the happy countenances
of the men who opened them. The roughness and discom-
fort of the trenches was for a time forgotten. On the
morning of December 29th, however, the enemy opened up
with all calibres of trench mortar and completely obliter-
ated a portion of the front line. As the relief was due that
night, it became necessary to put the line in shape again.
Accordingly the tour was concluded with more pick and
shovel work. The 50th Battalion took over, and the 72nd
entrained at the Red Line, going out by light railway to
Vancouver Camp, Chateau de la Haie. On New Year’s Eve
a dinner was served to the men of the Battalion, after
which the whole unit marched to the Irving Theatre in the
grounds of the Chateau. This was in every respect a mil-
itary theatre, taking its name not from the celebrated
actor, but from a gallant officer who was killed at Pass-
chendaele. The lie of the land had been taken advantage
of in building this place of entertainment, so that the large
stage looked away down as one entered, and the tiers of
benches rose from the front of the orchestra to the back.
The musicians of the string band were soldiers, and so
were the actors. They formed the concert party, all of
them picked from men of the 4th Division, and it is saying
but little to state that they justified the choice that had
been made. Pantomimes have been played at Drury Lane
and the Lyceum, but it is doubtful if any of them were
played better than ‘‘A-lad-in-France,”’ which was given
on New Year’s Eve at Chateau de la Haie; and certainly
none of them was ever more enthusiastically received.
Written by Staff Sergeant Evans, and fairly coruscating
with gems of humor and rattling songs, it afforded a me-
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dium for excellent acting and particularly good singing.
The applause was tremendous and the encores frequent.
Some of the tuneful measures were heard in the trenches
for weeks afterwards.

The last night of the year 1917 was drawing to a close.
The string band that had accompanied the pantomime had
done excellent work. But when midnight approached it
was succeeded by the pipers of the Battalion. They played
the Old Year out and the New Year in. Far away in Can-
ada there were family groups who joined hands and sang
‘“Auld Lang Syne.”” They were remembered, as here in
France the wild music of Old Scotland fell upon the ears
of the hushed crowd. Was there something of the dirge
in it? There well may have been. But when the first min-
ute of 1918 came, the pipers broke out with a triumphant
skirl that spoke of undying faith, and courage, and com-
ing vietory. Well had the 72nd Seaforths of Canada lived
up to their name and record. They were still to show their
fealty to their high ideals.

The New Year was signalized by a Church Parade in
the 4th Canadian Divisional Y. M. C. A. theatre, Chateau
de la Haie, after which Brig.-Gen. J. H. MacBrien, C.M.G.,
D.S.0., presented decorations to a number of members of
the Battalion. During the presentation the proceedings
were somewhat interfered with by an anti-aireraft Lewis
gun which commenced vigorous firing. A ecareful search
of the heavens for the offending enemy ’plane was finally
rewarded by the sight of a mere speck several miles high.
Many remarks were passed as to the futility of this effort
on the part of the over-zealous gunner, and the Lewis gun
officer came in for a bad time when it was discovered that
the offender was one of the Battalion guns. In the evening
the officers of the Battalion held a dinner at the officers’
club, Chateau de la Haie, at which Brig.-Gen. MacBrien,
the Commanding Officers of the other Battalions of the
Brigade, and many guests were present. After a very cold
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and rather uncomfortable rest, the Battalion moved to Hill’s
Camp, Neuville St. Vaast, on January 3rd, Major A. D.
Wilson, D.8.0., being in command. On January 9th the
Battalion moved into support in the Mericourt sector, re-
lieving the 102nd Battalion. The most noteworthy feature
about this tour was the persistence with which the enemy
shelled the batteries in the vicinity of Battalion Headquar-
ters. On January 14th the Battalion relieved the 38th Bat-
talion in the front line. The tour that followed was re-
markable on account of the heavy thaw which set in, caus-
ing the trenches to slide in and become practically impass-
able. Under these conditions the work of the Battalion
Tump Line Party in getting up rations and supplies was
noteworthy. During this tour the broad No Man’s Land
between Mericourt and Acheville was continually pa-
trolled every night and several encounters ensued. In par-
ticular a patrol did excellent work in a clash with two
numerically superior enemy patrols, the official story of
which records that a patrol consisting of fifteen
other ranks, left our lines about 5:00 p.m., getting
well over towards the Hun line near Acheville shortly after
dusk. After taking up a defensive position the patrol saw
a Hun raiding party, consisting of about fifteen men with
a machine gun, leave the Hun line. The officer immedi-
ately ordered his patrol to fire on the advancing enemy
party, who at once took cover and returned the fire. At
the same time a second enemy party worked down the
flank of our patrol and got in rear of it, while two enemy
machine guns brought fire to bear on the patrol from the
Hun front line. The officer withdrew his patrol to a
flank, and after inflicting severe casualties upon the enemy
and absolutely dispersing him, the patrol returned to our
lines without a single casualty. For this action the
officer was awarded a bar to his Military Cross, and
1015417 Cpl. A. Ross was awarded the Military Medal.
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On January 19th the Battalion was relieved by the 24th
Canadian Battalion and returned to rest billets at Chateau
de la Haie by means of light railway from Bon Summit
Siding. After an uneventful rest the Battalion moved to
Columbia Camp, Souchez on January 24th. While at this
camp Major Wilson was appointed Acting Brigade Major,
12th Canadian Infantry Brigade; and subsequently received
a definite appointment as Brigade Major, 3rd Canadian
Infantry Brigade. On January 30th the Battalion moved
into support in the Cite du Moulin sector under command
of Major G. H. Kirkpatrick, taking over comfortable billets
in Lievin turned over to them by the 87th Battalion. On
FFebruary 4th the 72nd relieved the 38th in the front line.
A feature of this tour was the good work done by
the 72nd snipers. Lieut.-Col. Clark resumed command
of the Battalion towards the end of the tour, and
on February 10th, the 72nd was relieved by the 47th
and returned to rest billets in Gouy Servins by means of
the light railway from Red Mill Siding. This trip was a
revelation in the art of how not to operate a light rail-
way. The first section, from Red Mill Siding to Lens June-
tion, was over the Canadian Corps light railways, which
as always, were most efficient. At Lens Junection, however,
it was necessary to transfer to the Army light railways.
The first intimation of coming trouble came from the en-
gine driver on the Canadian locomotive, who leaned out
of his tiny cab and remarked ‘‘Bye bye, boys! I gotta
turn you over to the Army Railways here—God help you!”’
The Army trains were standing ready when the men ar-
rived and they at once climbed on board. Unfortunately,
however, the troop trains were sandwiched in between am-
munition, and although the train was standing on a “Y”’
switeh, the problem of getting the troops clear from the
ammunition was too much for the Army switchman. Fin-
ally one of the officers, an old railwayman, pushed his way
into the switch office and found four hopelessly bewildered
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railwaymen trying to solve the puzzle which appeared to
them impossible of solution. The officer, however, with the
aid of a few forcible remarks, soon solved it for them. In
the meantime two officers had grown weary and com-
menced to walk down the track. After covering a mile or
so, the first train overtook and passed them. Knowing,
however, that it was only a question of time until they
overtook the train, they were not worried and went on.
Five hundred yards further on they overtook the train
standing on a siding with the engine gone. It had appar-
ently run short of water and had gone off three miles to
get some more. Walking seemed better than waiting, so
the officers went on. About two miles further on they
were again passetl by the second train. Again, however,
the pedestrians found the train at a standstill a few hund-
red yards ahead. This time they decided to try to ride,
and the cars being crowded they sat on the footplate of
the engine, which was running backwards. Eventually the
train started again. This, however, was only temporary
and they were soon stopped by a red lamp. While they
stood, waiting, the engine of the first train, having loaded
up with water, returned on its way to take up the half-
frozen soldiers. It stopped opposite the train with the pre-
cious liquid pouring onto the ground through an open stop-
cock in its water-feed pipe! The engineer was seen to
examine his water guage anxiously, and was heard to
exclaim, ‘I am afraid she wont go much further with-
out some more water.”” He then went on to pick up his
train. Next the engine of the standing train started
off by itself. It appeared the engineer had discovered a
“Y” switch and had decided to see if he could turn
his engine about. Unfortunately the ““Y”’ was an old
one, and not in good condition, and as the engine came
down the last leg on to the main line again it gave a sick-
ening lurch and the whole footplate and the two officers
sailed into the ditch. After disentangling themselves they
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walked back to the engine, which was found surrounded
by four men carefully examining it, one of whom finally
said, ‘‘She looks to me like she was off the track fellers.’’
This was the last straw. The two officers worried no more,
but trudged home the remaining few miles, the two trains
with their frozen freight of soldiers eventually getting in
in the early morning; but on this trip all ranks of the
Battalion formed an opinion of Army railways which they
retained until the last, and which, though perhaps a trifle
biased, was far from flattering.

On February 18th the Division having gone into Corps
Reserve, the Battalion marched to rest billets in Lozing-
hem. Here training was consistently carried on. On March
6th the 72nd came off with fiying colours from a surprise
inspection by the Corps Commander, Lieut.-Gen. Sir. A. W,
Currie. On March 11th, Lewis gun and rifle competitions,
under 1st Army rules, were held. On March 12th the Bat-
talion marched to the huts at Hersin-Coupigny, where it
rested one night. On the following day it went into sup-
port in Cite St. Pierre, relieving the 16th Battalion Cana-
dian Scottish. While in St. Pierre a draft of 150 was re-
ceived from the 236th Battalion (MecLean Highlanders of
Canada).

During this period the enemy showed considerable activ-
ity. The 38th Battalion, on the 17th, repulsed with losses an
enemy attack on the front line. On the 18th March the
72nd relieved the 78th in the front line. There was a great
gas attack on the 22nd, followed by a heavy barrage on
the enemy’s front and support areas. The gas was more
than a chemical experiment, and some of the platoons wore
their gas respirators for three consecutive hours.

It was during this tour that the enemy opened up his
great offensive of March 21st. No signs of extra aectivity
were visible in the front line, but in the back areas his
long-range guns opened up on the roads. Among other
spots Souchez corner received considerable enemy atten-
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WATCHFUL WAITING.

tion, being vigorously shelled. This winter on the Lens
front had been trying and dreary. It seemed that there
was now going to be a change. It was known that the Ger-
mans had greatly strengthened their western front. They
were probably meditating a great attack and the Cana-
dians were ready for them. That something was about to
come off was at once evident. All leave was immediately
cancelled, schools were broken up and their personnel
returned to their units. Move orders came in th.ck and
fast. Orders had been received that the Battalion was to
be relieved in the front line by the 47th. While arrange-
ments for this relief were in process the orders were sud-
denly cancelled. But on March 23rd the 78th took their
place in the front line, and the 72nd went back to support
in Cite St. Pierre and Cite Calonne. Another change came
on March 27th ,when the Battalion was relieved by the
8th Sherwoods and moved back to Fosse 10, Sains-en-
Gohelle.

Movement and uncertainty were in the air, and a di-
version came on the morning of March 28th when the Bat-
talion was issued with kilts and stood once more equipped
in the garb of Old Gaul. It certainly looked now as if
something were in the wind. It transpired that orders had
been received for a further move that day. About noon,
however, a staff officer arrived with the information that
the Germans had made their great attack on the Arras
front that morning—approximately nine miles to the south.
The move was changed, and the 72nd marched through
mud, rain and sleet to Verdrel, where they arrived in the
afternoon, having, while on the march, been inspected by
the Corps Commander who made a speech to the men
informing them that they were going to meet the enemy
who had attacked in great force. On reaching Verdrel,
hot tea was served, after which the Battalion entrained
for Cubit Camp Neuville St. Vaast, where it rested for
the night. The small flat cars were crowded, and the jour-
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ney—a long one in point of time—was so wet, cold and
uncomfortable that it will always be remembered by those
who took it. On March 29th the Battalion relieved the 8th
Battalion Middlesex Regiment of the 56th Imperial Divi-
sion, in the front line of the Gavrelle sector. It was a dif-
ficult relief and was only accomplished at the cost of three
other ranks killed and ten wounded. On taking over this
line a fresh enemy attack was hourly anticipated. Large
bodies of the enemy were seen moving behind his lines
and salvage and relies from the recent fighting were very
much in evidence, as a result of the hurried relief. Our
men were able to equip themselves to their complete satis-
faction from the stores left behind by the last holders of
the line. Our artillery was naturally very active and many
patrols were sent out.

During this uncertain period the Transport Lines of the
72nd had a very bad time. They moved out of their old-
established and comfortable quarters at Carency, and after
many vicissitudes they were finally located in Flanders
Camp close to Ecurie. On April 4th the Battalion ‘‘re-
ceived a splendid relief from the 46th Battalion’’ and
moved back to Wakefield Camp just north of Arras. Many
good stories were told about officers and men getting stuek
in the mud during this tour, and in one case a Senior
Major who got stuck was subsequently claimed as salvage
by the man who pulled him out! During this tour also,
two rum issues were once made within six hours, which is
believed to be the most satisfactory rum issue in the
history of the Battalion.

It was while the Battalion was resting at Wakefield
Camp that it was learned that the 2nd Imperial Seaforths
were in the line in front of Arras. This was news too inter-
esting to go unnoticed, and a deputation from the 72nd
was sent to call upon them. The occasion was a pleasant
one, and in due course a return visit was paid by Lieut.-
Col. R. Laing, D.S.0., who brought with him his Adjutant
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WATCHFUL WAITING

and Quartermaster. Another outstanding feature of this
period was the dinner given by the Battalion officers at
the Ecurie Club on the evening of April 9th, 1918, the
first anniversary of the victory at Vimy Ridge. It was a
memorable occasion. The Corps Commander, Lieut.-Gen.
Sir A. W. Currie, the Divisional Commander, Major-Gen.
Sir David Watson, and the Brigade Commander, Brig.-
Gen. J. H. MacBrien, together with many other guests,
were present, the total number of officers attending ap-
proximating 90. Sir A. W. Currie’s speech at this dinner
will be long remembered. While reminiscent of the past
it was rousing and invigorating for the future

On April 10th the Battalion moved into support in the
Bailleul sector, relieving the 75th. On the 12th a redis-
tribution of the Canadian Corps necessitated the 72nd side-
slipping to the north, being relieved by the 46th Battalion,
and relieving the 54th in the front line in the Arleux sec-
tor. During this tour several encounters with the enemy
took place. On the night of April 16th one of our posts
commanded by 129319 Cpl. R. G. Gordon, was raided by
the enemy. Gordon had previously taken the precaution
to establish a block a short distance down the trench from
his post with concertina wire, The enemy approached this
block and a fight with bombs ensued, during which
the Boches were completely repulsed. Cpl. Gordon was
wounded during the encounter, but continued to fight until
the enemy was finally routed. He was awarded the Mili-
tary Medal which was well earned. Again on the night of
the 17th, or in the early morning of the 18th, Lieut. J.
R. 8. Lough commanded a patrol which raided the enemy’s
front line trenches. With 1015184 Cpl. H. A. Mitchell and
six other ranks he left the line at 9:45 p.m. and proceeded
to Antelope Alley, where the patrol left the trench and pro-
ceeded overland with the object of exploring and dealing
with an organized shell-hole at some distance. This was
found to be unoccupied, and the party went on and pene-
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trated the Hun lines. Here they encountered a strong post
and a sharp and fierce fight took place, and when Lieut.
Lough and his patrol started to withdraw to the point of
entry, another party of Huns was seen coming along the
trench to meet them. The latter were rushed, bombed, and
driven back, one of them being shot by Lieut. Lough. Each
man n his patrol accounted for one or more of the enemy,
and several men must have been killed by the exploding
bombs. Withdrawing to a large shell-hole inside the Hun
wire Lieut. Lough and his men took cover, as the Huns
started to bomb and send up flares. A short time elapsed
and a body of the enemy, estimated to number 40, came
over the parapet, apparently to search for the attacking
patrol. They came in close order, and after a period of
hesitation, began to make their way in the direction of
the patrol. Lieut. Lough and his men held their fire till
the enemy were within about fifteen yards when, on the
word being given, they were attacked with bombs, rifle
grenades and revolvers. Thrown into confusion by the
sudden onslaught by which a number of casualties were
inflicted, the Huns did not recover themselves in time to
prevent the patrol from seizing the opportunity to with-
draw through the broken enemy wire. The enemy, how-
ever, immediately afterwards, opened up with flares, ma-
chine guns and bombs. But they did not attempt to follow
the 72nd raiders, who got safely back to the point of de-
parture at 1:50 next morning. They must have inflicted
30 casualties on the enemy, while their own were only one
slightly wounded. Lieut. J. R. S. Lough was awarded the
Military Cross for this action, while several of his men also
received decorations for conspicuous gallantry.

Another raid carried out at this time was commanded
by Lieut. C. C. Ferrie, who, on the same night, raided an
enemy post with 20 men. The post was rushed and the
enemy ran, the raiding party following them into their
front line and inflicting casualties with their Lewis gun.
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A few days later the courage and devotion to duty of our
stretcher bearers was exemplified in the case of 687622 Pte,
W. C. Griffiths.

On the 25th Lieut. W. Hanson conducted a spirited raid
into the enemy’s lines. With eleven other ranks, support-
ed by covering and flanking parties, he proceeded up Hud-
son communication trench at 10 p.m. and entered Brandon
trench undetected. Five men were left here to prevent the
enemy from attacking the rear, while Lieut. Hanson and
his -six remaining men proceeded south. The first dugout
rcached showing no signs of recent occupation the party
proceeded, when two sentries were seen at the block across
Manitoba road, and also what was thought to be a working
party in Brandon trench. The raiders worked up to within
a few yards and charged with the bayonet. The Boche
party was found to consist of about 25 men. Pte. A. Smith
and Pte. G. S. Kerr each bayonetted and killed a German.
Bombs were thrown into the midst of the hostile group
and many casualties were inflicted. Lieut. Hanson then
withdrew his men along Brandon trench, picked up his
covering party, and returned to the 72nd lines at 3 a.m.
His party had three slight casualties.




CHAPTER XI.
GERMANY'S INNINGS

Great Boche offensive opens—€ommander in Chief's “Win or Die”
message—Anxious moments and counter moves—Canadians
withdrawn to G. H. Q. Reserve—Intensive training—Corps
sports—Highland gathering at Tincques—Appreciation of the
ituation—The Fampoux sector—Lieut. J. McDonald’s raid—
Secret move south,

HE GREAT German attack up the valley of the Lys

through Armentieres, Bailleul and Estaires, towards
Merville and Bethune, was the leading military event of
the period at which we have arrived. It opened on April
Tth, it was destined to be one of the hottest fights of the
war, and the situation at several junctures was desperate.
Three weeks after it opened, Sir Douglas Haig addressed
‘win or die’’ message to all ranks of the Brit-
ish Army under his command. He stated the objects of
the enemy, viz.,, to separate the British from the French,
to take the Channel ports and destroy the British Army.

¢

his famous

This led the Commander to say, ‘‘Every position must be
held to the last man; there must be no retirement. With
our backs to the wall and believing in the justice of our
cause, each one of us must fieht to the end.”’

The immediate result of the attacks so far as the Cana-
dian Corps was concerned, was the withdrawal of British
Divisions to meet the onslaught, and as a consequence the
Canadian Corps was called upon to hold, single-handed,
practically the whole of the exceedingly important Lens
coal fields. At this period the Corps consisted of three Di-
visions only, the 1st, 3rd and 4th, which were all in the
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line from Hulluch—a short distance north of Hill 70, on
the north, to the Scarpe on the south, a total distance of
approximately eighteen miles, and about one-sixth of the
whole British front. At the same time the 2nd Canadian
Division was in the neighbourhood in another Corps, and
was holding the line further to the south. On April 28th
the Battalion was relieved by the 78th, and moved back
to Brigade Reserve at Hills camp, Neuville St. Vaast. Dur-
ing its short stay at this camp an incident occurred which
illustrates a mnot unusual danger of campaign life. The
Transport lines of the Battalion were now in Daly camp,
a short distance from Hill’s camp, and one day an enemy
aeroplane was brought down there. When the plane took
fire and its reserve tank exploded, a few casualties re-
sulted.

A decision was now arrived at to move the Canadian
Corps into G. H. Q. Reserve to be held and trained for
counter-attacking purposes, and five Imperial Divisions
were consequently sent up to relieve the three Divisions
of the Corps, the 12th Brigade being relieved by the 152nd
Brigade, 51st Division commanded by Brig.-Gen. R. Laing,
D.S.0., who had visited the Battalion a month earlier when
he was commanding the 2nd Seaforths. On this, his second
visit, he inspected the Battalion.

The stay of the 72nd at Hill’s camp was decidedly en-
joyable on several accounts. The weather had much im-
proved, the quarters were tolerable, and within a few
hundred yards there was a theatre where the ‘‘Maple
Leaves,”’ the concert troupe of the 4th Canadian Division,
held the boards. The 72nd had already tested their quality
as entertainers at Chateau de la Haie, and they found
that their standard had been well maintained. At this
time also the official Corps photographer trained his cam-
era on a group of the Battalion officers, and the resulting
picture is reproduced on an adjacent page. Tt must not
be supposed, however, that the whole time of the Battalion
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was devoted to entertainment. On the contrary, training
and musketry practice were daily carried out. ‘‘The Ca-
nadian Army, during the summer of 1918,”" writes F. A.
McKenzie, ‘‘was busy preparing itself for the renewal of
the offensive under the changed conditions created by Ger-
man tacties in their spring advance. Trench war, as we
had known it since the first arrival of the Canadian troops
in France in February, 1915, had gone, and war of posi-
tions had come. We still used trenches, and it would be
a mistake to talk of trenches as obsolete. Fresh trenches
had been dug along our new lines. But the trench was no
longer the dominating feature of the situation. War was
to become what soldiers had long hoped for—open war,
where armies fought and moved, where cavalry came into
play again, where the initiative of the individual soldier
obtained full opportunity, and where generalship could
show itself in other ways than the building up of eumber-
some defenses.”” It was for this new condition of things
that the Battalion was now to be prepared, by intensive
training of the severest character, intermixed with judi-
cious intervals of athletic sports and recreations.

On May 6th the Battalion was moved by lorry to Conte-
ville, about five miles from St. Pol. On arrival at this
place—a farming district with the usual rural character-
istics, secret orders were received that in the course of a
few days an attack was to be made on the enemy across
the valley of the Lys, towards Estaires. After about four
days of intense secrecy and conferences behind locked
doors this attack was cancelled. During the three weeks
in the Conteville-Ostreville area, the most active training
was carried out, the preparation for open warfare cul-
minating in a series of field days, in one of which the
12th Brigade met and defeated the Corps troops. The se-
verity of the training was added to by the long march of
eight miles out and eight miles back to and from the
ground which had been allotted for the manoeuvres.
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While the Battalion was at Conteville, football games both
rugby and soccer were played with teams of Alpine Chas-
seurs—*‘Little Blue Devils’’—who were billeted near. These
resulted in the Chasseurs being victorious in rugby and
the 72nd in soccer. A feature of the rugby game that
will be remembered by those who were there was a tackle
by Capt. W. C. Ross, who chased a ‘‘Blue Devil”’ and,
seizing him by the collar with one hand, threw him sev-
eral yards away, thus preventing the French, at this point
of the game, from scoring. But they were valiant oppon-
ents and the way in which they threw themselves into a
sport peculiarly British, showed an adaptability that was
admirable and led to national good feeling, as so many
other things did during the stay of the Canadian troops in
France and Flanders. Also during this stay at Conteville
the fickle weather of May was once more demonstrated at
a church service on the 12th. The spiritual warmth of the
chaplain had a tough struggle with the chilly physical con-
ditions, and though as valiant sermon-hearers, the 72nd
did their part, there were those among them who were
glad that the padre did not imitate the example of one of
his Scottish forerunners, who, having preached for 60
minutes by the hour-glass, turned it over and said,
‘“‘Brethren, we will have another glass.’”’ But the old, well-
known hymns were sung with the usual fervour, and at
the close of the service, Major-General Sir David Watson,
who was present, presented decorations to men of the Bat-
talion who had recently won them.

On May 18th the Battalion moved to Ostreville, chang-
ing over billets with the 78th. An incident that occurred
here was the bringing down of an enemy aeroplane mear
St. Pol. It was forced to land during the night, and on
the following morning one of the cooks of the Battalion
took the three occupants prisoner, viz., on officer and two
other ranks whom hunger, so to speak, had forced into their
captor’s arms! On May 25th the Battalion moved to Auchel,
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marching via Pernes. Although it was now evident that
the Lys attack had been cancelled, defensive reconnais-
sances continued to be carried out and training for open
warfare was vigorously prosecuted. A platoon competi-
tion comprising turnout, marching, march discipline, fire
and movement, was carried out. Brig.-Gen. J. H. Maec-
Brien, CM.G., D.S.0., his staff, and an officer from each
Batalion of the Brigade, were present at this competition.
The R. S. M. of the 2nd Seaforths assisted in judging the
turnout of the men before starting their march from Au-
chel to Pernes, where the competition was held. The re-
sult of the competition was that No. 12 Platoon, under
the command of Lieut. C. C. Ferrie, was given first place;
No. 16 Platoon, under the command of Lieut. R. G. Major,
M.M., second place; and No. 1 Platoon, under the command
of Lieut. H. C. Whittaker, third place. Later on an-
other competition (bullet and bayonet) was carried out
on the Allouagne Ranges, which resulted in a win for No.
14 Platoon under the command of Lieut. G. H. Clark, M.C.;
No. 5 Platoon, under the command of Lieut. A. C. Mae-
donald, third. Later on a Brigade competition along the
same lines resulted in No. 14 Platoon winning for the Bat-
talion easily. In a Divisional competition of the same na-
ture carried out near Houdain, the 46th Battalion won
first place, No. 14 Platoon representing the 72nd Battalion,
second, while the 87th Battalion won third place.

The foregoing may be taken as a demonstration of the
effectiveness of the training in which most of the time
during this long rest was spent. The facilities for this
work were on the whole very good. The training was
chiefly confined to open warfare, and many schemes involv-
ing the employment of tanks, artillery, trench mortars, en-
gineers, machine guns and aeroplanes in combination with
infantry were carried out. Later, attention was concen-
trated on piatoon manoeuvres, particularly with a view to
overcoming machine-gun defense in depth. Extensive use
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was made of smoke grenades in these practices, and the
operations which ensued proved the soundness of this
training. In connection with these departments of activ-
ity the Battalion, in company with the rest of the Brigade,
was, on June Tth, taken in lorries to witness and take part
in a very interesting and instructive tank demonstration
at Enguinegatte. During the stay at Auchel, officers and
other ranks of the Battalion visited and were visited by
officers and other ranks of the 2nd Imperial Seaforths, who
were there holding the line at Mt. Bernenchon, with their
transport lines close to Allouagne. Auchel was at this time
frequently shelled and bombed, and on one occasion a few
rasualties were caused by a bomb demolishing one of the
sergeants’ billets.

Corps sports, having been set for July 1st, preliminary
Battalion, Brigade and Divisional sports were arranged.
In accordance with this the 72nd sports were held at Au-
chel on June 8th, a feature of this occasion being the pres-
ence of the pipe band of the 2nd Imperial Seaforths. Bri-
gade sports were held on June 12th at Ferfay, and the
72nd secured the Brigade championship with 88 points,
the 78th Battalion being second with 39 points. Exclusive
of the Transport competition, twelve events in all were
won by the 72nd, the principal ones being the indoor base-
ball, tug of war, one-half and one-mile medley relay races,
officers one-half mile medley relay race, shuttle relay race
and one-half mile race. Divisional sports were held at
Pernes on June 15th. Unfortunately on this occasion the
Battalion did mot do as well as generally, although the
tug of war team upheld its reputation by easily winning
the Divisional championship. In the elimination for the
Corps sports the tug of war team met a team from the
1st Division. The arrangements for keeping the course and
for refereeing were very poor, and as a result of this the
crowd closed in on the teams. There was great doubt as
to which side had won the victory, and a dispute followed,
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but eventually the decision was given against the Battalion.
On July 1st the usual Dominion Day celebrations were
held. This year there were better opportunities than ever
before, and full advantage had been taken of them. The
natural amphitheatre at Tincques, together with the grand
stand built of bridging material by the Engineers, and
decorated as everything was, afforded at the same time
an excellent and picturesque view of the stadium for the
many thousands of troops who attended. The long period
in reserve had afforded ample opportunities for thorough
training and satisfactory eliminations, with the result that
all the events were well contested and formed a magnifi-
cent spectacle splendidly organized and staged. It was a
memorable day in the history of the Canadian Corps. The
Battalion was well represented among the spectators al-
though it did not show up so well as usual among the
competitors.

On July 2nd the Battalion paraded with the Brigade at
Ferfay and was inspected by the Corps Commander. He
was accompanied by the Canadian Premier, Sir Robert
Borden and also by Sir George Perley.

On July 6th about 400 of the Battalion again went to
Tincques to be present at a Highland gathering organized
by the 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade, which was partici-
pated in by almost all of the Scottish units in France. At
this gathering the Battalion succeeded in carrying off the
Lovat Cup, presented by Lord Lovat to the Canadian Bat-
talion securing the greater number of points. The points
secured by this Battalion were as follows:

Pipe Band, 3rd in Competition, 1st in Canadian Corps.... 5 points
TUR Of War, 18t In Compotition . i« cssseivisssssssossase b i
Pole Vault, 1st in Competition. .........ccivvvvvnnn. b e
Highland Reel, 1st in Competition..................... b al

Broad Jump, 2nd in Competition, 18t in Canadian Corps.. § =
Sword Dance, 3rd in Competition, 2nd in Canadian Corps.. 8 e

" »
This total was almost equal to the total of all the points
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secured by all the other battalions at the gathering. At
the conclusion of this day, all the pipe bands present were
formed into one massed pipe band, which not only made a
wonderful sight, but which gave to the ear such a con-
course of thrilling sound as is seldom experienced. No
fewer than 260 pipes-and 184 drums were massed together.
At this time, also, the Brigade Commander presented a set
of 24 rosettes, with blue ribbons; to be worn on the harness
of the best transport section in the brigade, and to be com-
peted for periodically. These rosettes were duly presented
to the transport section of the 72nd Battalion during the
last week of the stay at Auchel.

The reason for the comprehensive training which pre-
vailed at this period will be apparent if some attention is
given to the general situation on the Western front in the
middle of July, which was as follows: The Germans had
made no further attempt on the Lys. At the end of May
they had struck heavily and reached the Marne, capturing
Soissons and Chateau Thierry. On June 9 they had at-
tacked between Soissons and Montdider at very heavy cost.
This offensive had been continued against Chalons and
Epernay, but with tremendous loss and little success. The
French and American attack on July 18 on the Soissons-
Chateau Thierry front had smashed the German offensive,
and the enemy accordingly retired to the Aisne, which
materially shortened the Allied line. At this stage the Al-
lies were in a position to resume the offensive, and the plan
for the relief of the pressure on the Amiens-Paris railway,
and the junection of the French and British Armies, which
had "been under consideration for some time, was consid-
erably enlarged in scope, and its immediate execution was
decided.

““There is abundant evidence,’

says Mr. Livesay, in his
excellent work, ‘‘Canada’s Hundred Days,”’ ‘‘that at the
end of July, while the enemy regarded the situation in the
south as serious and was preparing to admit that his last
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great offensive had failed, he still held the West Front—
the Somme, the Hindenburg Line and the valley of the
Lys—to be invincible, and counted on the British Armies
frittering away their strength upon its formidable defences,
as they had in 1916 and 1917. Further than that, he had
actually in preparation a new offensive on the Amiens-
Montdidier front with which he hoped to restore the mili-
tary balance in his favour.”
Field-Marshal Haig in his ‘‘Victory Despateh’’ of Decem-
her 21, 1918, also refers to this period. After describing the
weakened condition of the forces at his command follow-
ing the enemy offensive, he says: ‘‘The Glerman attacks,
though they had failed to break the Allied line, had
stretched the resources of the Allies to the uttermost; while
before Amiens and Hazebrouck they had brought the
enemy within a short distance of strategic points of great
importance. In these ecircumstances the possibility of an
immediate renewal of the enemy’s offensive could not but
be viewed with grave anxiety.

‘At the commencement of the period under review, early
in May, the Allied High Command repeatedly expressed
the opinion that the enemy would renew his attack on a
large scale on the front Arras-Amiens-Montdidier. The
strategic results to be obtained by the capture of Amiens,
the separation of the French and British Armies, and an
advance toward the sea along the valley of the Somme,
were very great, and might well have proved decisive. The
enemy’s opening offensive (in March and April) had al-
ready brought him within a measurable distance of success
in this direction and had carried his armies through praec-
tically the whole of our organized lines of defence.

“In short, the enemy still possessed a sufficient superior-
ity of force to retain the initiative, and it was known he
would be compelled to act within a comparatively limited
time if he were to turn his superiority to account before
it passed from him. These were the two main factors which
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had to be taken into consideration when deciding the pol-
icy of the British Armies during the late spring and early
summer. The common object of the French and ourselves
was to tide over the period which must elapse until
the arrival of Allied reinforcements placed the opposing
forces once more on a footing of equality.”’

So much for the general situation. We now go back to
the part the 72nd bore in the great operations that were
then decided upon. On July 11 the Battalion entrained for
Maroeuil and marched to Balmoral Camp near Neuville St.
Vaast. Although the enemy resorted to ocecasional long-
range shelling, no casualties were suffered here, and on
July 19 the Battalion relieved the 1st Canadian Battalion
in the front line in the Fampoux sector. During this tour
a stealth raid was carried out under the command of Lieut.
J. McDonald. Leaving the 72nd lines at 5:10 a.m., this
officer and six other ranks proceeded south-east down a
sunken road to the Boche lines. An enemy post had been
previously located, and on arriving at the barricade in
front of it the 72nd party was fired upon. Under cover of
a return fire, Lieut. McDonald climbed over the barricade
and, finding the sentry dead, cut off his shoulder straps and
removed his rifle, cap and Iron-Cross ribbon. After search-
ing for other Boches and finding none he withdrew his
party and returned to our lines at 5:17 am. It was quick
and useful work, and Lieut. MecDonald was awarded the
Military Cross, while No. 688272 Pte. A. E. Cox and
645508 Lee-Cpl. M. G. H. Harris were awarded the Military
Medal. In the night of July 25 the Battalion was relieved
by the 85th Battalion and moved back into support, taking
over the dispositions of the 78th. On July 31 the 72nd
was relieved by the 216th King’s Liverpool Regiment,
Headquarters and “‘C’’ and ‘““D”’ Companies moving about
a mile to the left to quarters in Hell Fire Valley, and ‘A’
and “‘B”’ Companies moving back to Anzin. On the night

- 107 —




SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

of August 1 Headquarters and ‘‘C’’ and ““D’’ Companies
moved back to Anzin.

The time for the great movement was drawing near.
Surprise was essential to the success of the undertaking,
and therefore every effort was made to maintain secrecy.
The numerous identification raids that were taking place
at this time were for the purpose of leading the enemy
to believe that an attack at that particular point was im-
minent. Further to deceive him a battalion from each of
the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Divisions were put in the line
near Ypres. Other steps were taken to advertise the pres-
ence of the Canadians in that area, while the units mov-
ing to the actual battle area entrained without knowing
their destination. Rumours were rife that the whole of
the Canadian Corps was to be withdrawn from the Arras
front to go north, and Hazebrouck maps were issued to
all battalions in furtherance of this rumou

On August 2nd the Battalion moved by march and ‘bus
to Aubigny, where it entrained, the Transport Lines receiv-
ing orders to march to an unknown destination. The 72nd
oceupied portions of two .trains, and their destination was
kept absolutely secret until after starting. As the trains
moved toward the sea there was great speculation wl-ether
they would turn for the north, and when, finally, at
Etaples, they turned to the south, a great sigh of relief
went up from all ranks. Troops were detrained at Hangest
during the night and early morning and marched to War-
lus (where the preliminary plans of the L. C. operations
were issued to the Battalion commanders), a distance of
about eight miles. Here orders were received that all sur-
plus kit was to be left behind, that all troops were to re-
main under cover during the day and that all future prog-
ress would be made by night marches. It was part of the
great plan of secrecy that was to result in the greatest sur-
prise of the war. On successive nights the Battalion
marched to Pissy, a distance of about fourteen miles, where
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it rested one day and was joined by its transport section;
thence to Clairy-Saulchoix, another four miles, where more
detailed instructions were received and a definite plan of
attack evolved, and discussed with the Company Com-
manders, their officers and N. C. O.’s, and where it rested
the following day. On the night of August 6 the 72nd
marched to Boves Wood, a distance of about twelve miles.
This point was reached in the early morning of August 7
and only the initiated can tell how much it comprehends.
It means that the end had come of weeks of intense work,
calculation, issuing of orders, arranging for artillery and
the thousand and one things that accompany the anxiety
on the part of those responsible that nothing shall be for-
gotten. Now it was known that the artillery support was
to be the greatest ever known; that all units went into the
field up to strength and more, with ample reinforcements
on the spot to make good casualties.
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CHAPTER XIL

AMIENS

The general idea—Zero hour—The first day's attack—Attack con-
tinued—Battalion captures Maucourt and Chilly—Counter-
attacks—Exploits of Lieut. H. C. Whittaker—Sidelights on
war—Move North

N THE WAR histories, the victorious engagements from
August 8th to August 13th are comprehended under
the general title of the ‘‘Battle of Amiens.”” To the Cana-
dians, however, they were the ‘‘Llandovery Castle opera-
tion,”’ connecting them in this way with the atrocities com-
mitted by the enemy on our hospital staff on that vessel.
The eulmination of the arduous preparations of past weeks
was now to take place. It was to be seen whether the care-
fully thought-out plans of the best military brains would
eventuate in success. As the 72nd took its part as a com-
ponent of the Fourth Division, it will be well to devote
some attention to the general work of that Division, in
relation to others, before narrating the special services of
the Battalion which the present writers attempt to chron-
icle
The Fourth Division was concentrated near Boves Wood
at dawn on August 7, and in Gentelless Wood by dawn
on the 8th. At 4:20 a.m., on the 8th the 3rd Canadian Di-
vision in the centre, and the 2nd Canadian Division on the
left, together with the First French Army on the right and
the Australian Corps on the left, commenced the attack.
The Fourth Canadian Division followed the 3rd Canadian
Division down the Roye Road, crossing the River Luce at
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Domart, and whe:. the 3rd Canadian Division had taken
their objective, the 4th Division lined up just short of
the Mezieres-Cayeux Road, with the 11th Canadian In-
fantry Brigade on the right, the 12th Canadian Infantry
Brigade on the left, and the 10th Canadian Infantry Bri-
gade in reserve in the centre behind. Before the infantry
jumped off at 12:10 p.m. the cavalry and some tanks had
gone through, making for the ‘‘Blue Dotted Line,”” which
was the old Amiens defence system of the Pre-Somme days.
The guns had shot themselves out over the 3rd Division,
and therefore the only artillery support for the 4th was
that afforded by the few batteries which followed them
along, coming into action only when the advance was held
up. The first real opposition came from Beaucourt Village,
but this was overcome, and the advance continued to Beau-
court Wood, where very heavy machine-gun fire held up
both the leading brigades. Here a very gallant infantry
attack cleared the situation up, and the line went forward
once more. Considerable opposition was met and overcome
by the left Brigade before they finally reached the ‘‘Blue
Dotted Line.”” On the right the enemy was making a stout
stand at Le Quesnel, and the fact that the French were not
abreast of the 4th on the right, made the situation more
difficult. However, before morning this village was taken
and the final objective was in the hands of the Division
without causing any delay to the troops passing through.
On this day, August 8th, the 4th Division took the line for-
ward from the 3rd Division, a distance of 6,000 yards on
a 7,000-yard front.

The foregoing summary may be added to by a few topo-
graphical particulars. The ground was very difficult, most
of the forward area consisting of bare slopes exposed to
enemy observation from the high ground south of the Luce
River, and its marshes, from two to three hundred yards in
width, formed an obstacle impassable to troops. Here the
only practicable access to the jumping off line was by the
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bridge and road from Domart to Hourges, a narrow defile
about 200 yards long, commanded throughout by the high
ground immediately to the east and especially from Dodo
and Moreuil Woods. These conditions rendered the assemb-
ling of troops prior to the attack very difficult. Some dis-
tance west, woods, villages and sunken roads gave a certain
amount of cover in the preparatory stage.

“Opposite our front,”’ says Sir Arthur Currie, ‘‘the
ground consisted of a rolling plateau cut diagonally by the
deep valley of the River Luce. This river flows almost due
west through a strip of wooded marsh land some 300 yards
wide, from which the sides of the valley rise steeply. Nu-
merous ravines, generally running north and south, cut
deep into the plateau, the ground between these ravines
forming, as it were, tactical features more or less inter-
supporting. Woods and copses were scattered over the area
and many compact and well-built villages surrounded by
gardens and orchards formed conspicuous landmarks. The
remainder was open, unfenced farm land, partly covered
with fields of standing grain. The hostile defences con-
sisted chiefly of unconnected elements of trenches, and a
vast number of machine-gun posts.”’

The artillery arrangements were surprisingly great, and
the performances of the guns wonderful. Between six and
seven hundred guns were massed on the Canadian front,
and the barrage laid down was the greatest of the war to
date, far exceeding even that of Vimy Ridge. The barrage
would have been wonderful if the ground had been known
and prepared and every feature carefully studied in ad
vance. It was marvellous when it is realized that many of
the batteries were only brought up a few hours before the
engagement opened.

The part taken by the 72nd in the operations thus sum-
marized will be of special interest to readers of this chron-
icle. The aceount begins on the night of August 7-8, 1918,
when the Battalion swung clear of Boves Wood and start-
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ed on the last of the long series of night marches towards
its assembly position in Gentelles Wood. For about half
the distance the pipe band played them along, but sound
travels far in the stillness of an August evening, and so it
was that when a point about 4,000 yards behind the as-
sembly area was reached the bagpipes halted and to the
inspiring march, ‘‘Scotland the Brave,”” the Vancouver
Kilties swept past the players into the velvet night and the
unknown.

As the men marched it was with an indeseribable feel-
ing of the impressiveness of the occasion. For miles up
and down the front, French and British units were mov-
ing on parallel roads towards a common goal. For miles
along the tree-lined, dusty roads troops were pouring for-
ward in irresistible numbers—troops of which the enemy
had absolutely no knowledge, thanks to the brilliant skill
of the staffs and the splendid way in which the men co-
operated. Steadily through the night the armies were mass-
ing for the mighty blow, and while the boasts of Berlin
were still ringing round the world, the slender thread sus-
pending the Damoclean sword was tearing slowly asunder.

Infantry, taunks, cavalry and guns formed an apparent-
ly chaotic confusion, but slowly each dropped into its allot-
ted space, and as zero hour approached, perfect order was
gradually developed. At about 3:20 a.m., the 72nd arrived
at its appointed station to the north of Gentelles Wood-
a point some 4,000 yards in the rear of the then existing
front line. The ‘‘Amiens Show’’ as the Llandovery Castle
operation was familiarly called by all ranks, depended, as
will be recollected by those who took part, upon the di-
visions in the rear ‘‘leap-frogging’’ through the preceding
divisions as each reached the limits of its objective. The
4th Canadian Division was to go through the 3rd in this
fashion upon reaching the ‘‘Green Line’’—a line some
5,000 yards inside German-held territory, and it was there-
fore necessary to assemble the 4th Division some distance
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in the rear of the 3rd before the attack and it was in the
peaceful surroundings of a wheatfield that the 72nd found
iteelf awaiting zero hour. As may be imagined, in an at-
tack on such a huge scale the importance of each unit
keeping perfect direction is a primary essential. To en-
sure this the Battalion was led by the Scout Officer, Lieut.
H. C. Whittaker, with two patrols of eight men each and
two signallers equipped with visual signalling apparatus.
While the work of this officer and his scouts will be more
fully dealt with later, let it here be remarked that during
the whole advance Lieut. Whittaker, by means of map and
compass, kept perfect direction over some fifteen miles of
absolutely strange country and exposed, by virtue of his
working in front of the Battalion, to particularly intense
fire the whole time.

As the first streaks of dawn became visible through the
fog that had crept up during the night, the atmosphere
became charged with an almost electrical tension. The big
“hush-hush’’ attack was straining at the leash.

Crash! Almost as one gun the artillery from the Somme
to below Montdidier took up the barrage. The attack had
commenced. The 72nd was assembled in the midst of a
battery of 9.2 howitzers and the noise may be better im-
agined than described. The flashes of the guns showed the
tanks crawling through the fog. As far as could be de-
termined through the heavy mist, the country seemed alive
with them. At about 6:30 a.m. the Battalion commenced
the advance, following the 3rd Division. The stream of
prisoners coming back seemed to denote that all was going
well, and at 8:30 a.m., after moving for two hours through
a heavy fog, the Battalion arrived at its jumping-off point,
south of Demuin on the Luce River. Three hours later
the 4th Canadian Division took up the advance, and swept
through the 3rd Division on the ‘““Green Line’’ in its final
drive for the old Amiens defense line five miles beyond.

As the sun at length broke through the fog on the morn-
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ing of August 8th, it shone down upon a sight which ¢nce
seen could never be forgotten. As far as the eye could
reach in either direction were lines of steel-tipped khaki,
save to the south, where across the Roye-Amiens road could
be seen the horizon-blue of the French. Away in front were
the tanks, the ‘‘whippets’’ chugging swiftly from one point
of resistance to another, while their big brothers, the Mark
V’s, plodded more sedately behind them. The cavalry,
having once more come into their own, streamed along the
roads and across the fields, while above, our ’planes
poured a galling fire into the packed roads in the rear of
the harrassed enemy. It is interesting to note that during
the first two days, hardly a German ’plane was in the air.

Now that the stage-setting has been sketched, the chief
actors in the drama—the infantry—demand some notice.
The 72nd leap-frogged through the 78th Battalion just
east of the Black Line, about 2,000 yards short of the
Amiens defence line—their final goal. ‘“‘B’’ and ““‘D’’ Com-
panies flung themselves against Caix Wood and the before-
mentioned trench line within the Battalion’s objective. Se-
vere machine-gun and rifle-fire was encountered in the
Wood itself, and beyond, from the trench system, but by
resolutely pushing forward by means of covering fire from
the men lying down while others rushed forward and vice
versa, the enemy’s resistance was overcome and by 6:15
p.m. these two companies had completely evieted the Hun,
and were swiftly engaged in consolidating the position
gained.

On the right flank a most interesting situation had de-
veloped. In the village of Le Quesnel, a very large body
of the enemy, surprised by the speed of the advance, were
frantically endeavoring to get their transport loaded and
to get away. Menaced by the swiftly-attacking Kilties, they
flung out a very strong rearguard force in front of ‘“A’’
Company’s right flank. Nothing daunted by the sight of
this force, ““A’’ Company swung to the right and attacked
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the rearguard. The enemy fought desperately, and it was
only the magnificent dash and initiative of our men that
enabled them to erumple up the flank of the resistance and
ause it to fall back in disorder on the village of Le
Quesnel. During this fight Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark, D.S.0.,
Lieut. J. MeGregor,M.M., and the latter’s platoon, carried
out a dashing operation against the enemy’s left flank
an operation which considerably precipitated his retreat.
This party attacking over the open with absolutely no
cover captured two machine guns and either killed or
wounded all their crews. After the action a number of
raachine guns and Boche dead bore mute but striking testi-
mony to the vigour of ‘““A’’ Company’s assault.

At dusk large bodies of the enemy were seen advancing
in mass formation against ‘“‘B’’ and ‘‘D’’ Companies in the
Amiens defence line. At a range of about 200 yards a con-
centrated blast of rifle and Lewis gun fire caught the at-
tack. QGallantly the enemy nushed forward in a stubborn
endeavour to regain his lost ground, but advance under
that merciless hail was suicide, and the Germans, unable
to effect an entry, dug in some 100 yards in front of our
trenches.

So the night of August 8th came down finding the 72nd
in complete possession of its objective, and at a remark-
ably light cost. From north to south the attack had been
a sweeping success. The German menace to Amiens had
been  removed, and his line thrust back eight miles in
twelve hours, a marked contrast to any previous opera-
tion. That it was a complete surprise to the enemy goes
without saying, and was borne out by the fact that whole
divisions of the Hun, from the men in the front line to their
irate, but wholly impotent divisional commanders in their
pyjamas, were taken in the first early morning rush.
Practically every gun in the area attacked had been cap-
tured, and the German morale had received a severe set-
back. The reflection was a humiliating one that the ‘‘beaten
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foe’’ whom they had so energetically harried all through
the spring and early summer had thus struck so crush-
ing a blow in return. But for the Hun, worse was yet to
come, and the men of the 72nd, fired by their first real
open warfare, looked forward eagerly to the resumption
of the offensive.

All through the night of August 8-9, fresh troops
were moving into position behind the 4th Division in prep-
aration for the continuance of the advance. At about 1
p.m. on the 9th, the attack blazed out all along the front.
The 5th and 8th Battalions of the 1st Canadian Division,
moved through the positions held by the 72nd and flung
themselves against the line of machine gun-pits which the
Germans had thrown up during the night. After quitting
the shelter of Caix Wood and the neighbouring re-entrants,
it was necessary for the attacking force to cross an open
plain varying in width from 500 to 1000 yards before
reaching the line held by the 72nd. In order to cover this
movement, the 72nd poured an intense machine-gun and
rifle fire against the line of rifle-pits in front of them. On
through the position held by their Vancouver brothers-
in-arms the 5th and 8th Battalions went. As the attacking
troops jumped off over the short No Man’s Land, the 72nd’s
covering fire being masked, ceased automatically. The
enemy, no longer beaten down by covering fire from our
trenches, redoubled his fire. It seemed impossible that
troops could face such a murderous hail of nickeled steel as
was now directed at the 5th and 8th, but by sheer stub-
born courage it was accomplished. The enemy, fighting
desperately, was dislodged from his positions, and forced
into headlong retreat. By 5 o’clock in the afternoon the
line had been carried to the eastern edge of the village of
Meharicourt—an advance of 7,000 yards.

After the 1st Division had passed through our positions,
the Battalion was withdrawn into the re-entrant to the
west of Caix Wood, where it spent that day and the next
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night. Out of the fighting for a few hours, the 72nd had
an opportunity of looking about them. An indeseribable
litter of war impedimenta lay about everywhere, ranging
in variety from German cigars to naval guns. The more
close the observation the more was the spectator impressed
with the fact that the Germans had been absolutely taken
unawares. Guns still in position, half loaded transports,
field stores full of supplies, and even half-consumed meals
lying upon the tables of the captured camps, all pointed
to the confusion in which the enemy had been driven back.
During the night of the 9th-10th, the enemy bombing planes
bombed the area in the vicinity of Caix and Caix Wood
heavily, but fortunately caused the Battalion no casualties.

At 4 a.m. on the 10th, orders were received to the effect
that the attack was to be again resumed. To the 72nd was
given the task of capturing the German positions between
Meharicourt and Chilly, an area including a maze of old
trenches and barbed wire, together with two villages, Mau-
court and Chilly. The preliminary assembly, east of the
village of Caix, was completed by 8 a.m., and the Battalion
moved off at about 9 a.m. to the jumping off line just west
of Vrely. At 10:15 a.m. the 72nd jumped off. The lines of
the 1st Division along the eastern houses of Meharicourt
were reached without incident save for some shelling at
Vrely and the former village. Pushing through the position
of the 1st Division, the Battalion encountered its first oppo-
sition, but brushing it aside with comparative ease, it head-
ed for the village of Maucourt. Here desperate resistance
was met with. It must be borne in mind that the fighting
had been carried into the old trench systems of the Somme
country, unused since 1916, and these, with their dugouts
and barbed wire, made a position ideal for defence. It
must also be remembered that the attack had long ago
rcached a stage beyond which any organized artillery bar-
rage was impossible. The 72nd, therefore, found itself at-
tacking what was really a fully-prepared position without
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the usual assisting barrage. However, this important lack
mattered not a whit to the Kilties. Their morale, always
high, was at ‘‘concert pitch,”’ after the stirring events of
the past two days, and every man felt himself equal to
a dozen Boches. Through the most intense machine gun
and shell fire, they swept into the German positions, where
the contest swayed for an instant as tartan and field-gray
struggled for the mastery. A pause, and the flashing line
of bayonets lifted over the ruins of Maucourt and drove
for the next village—Chilly.

As the men of the 72nd topped the slight rise upon which
Maucourt stands, they encountered what was then an en-
tirely novel means of resistance—the point-blank fire of
field guns. Heretofore shell-fire had been more or less an
impersonal matter. Gunners thousands of yards in the rear
had pumped shells methodically into a given map-square
with a comparatively tepid interest, and the troops had
heen wont to take it in a similar manner. Now, as the
Battalion swung over the ridge, two German field guns at
Chilly opened fire at a range of only 500 yards. As the
layers and loaders worked their guns one could plainly see
the flash of the sun on the brass cartridge-cases—almost
hear the snick of the closing breech-blocks, and then, as
the black muzzles leaped into tongues of flame—well, as
one of the men remarked: ‘‘the only good point about
that stuff is that if it is going to hit you, you can’t hear
it coming’’—a very doubtful consolation at the best.

Despite desperate resistance along the Maucourt-Chilly
road, and the fact that the troops on the left flank were
held up and unable to keep pace with the 72nd, the Bat-
talion pushed on into the village of Chilly, and driving the
gunners from their guns, captured the guns themselves.
Routing the enemy from his old dugouts and trenches, the
Battalion cleared Chilly of is defenders and pushed its way
to its allotted positions some 200 yards east of the village.
By 2:30 p.m. consolidation was well under way, and “B”’
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Company had been withdrawn into reserve at 72nd head-
quarters, which afterwards proved to be a very wise move.
This left ““C”’, ““D’’ and ‘““A’’ Companies in the front line,
holding from north to south in the given order. As no
satisfactory touch could be established with either flank,
the Battalion formed a complete circle around the village
of Chilly and awaited the counter-attack, which all ranks
knew, this time, to be inevitable.

The situation was rather obscure. The position oceupied
by the 72nd formed the ‘‘nose’’ of a very sharp salient.
On either flank the troops had been unable to carry the
line so far forward. To the north this was particularly
true, as the line dropped back some 1,500 yards. The corps
on the left had been unable to take Lihons, and in conse-
quence, the troops immediately to the south of the Villers-
Bretonneux-Chaulnes railway suffered severely from intense
enfilading machine gun and artillery fire from the high
ground near Lihons. The 38th and the 85th Battalions lost
heavily in their gallant endeavor to push on to secure the
flank by reason of this fire.

Immediately after the 72nd reached its objective in front
of Chilly, the 78th Battalion (Winnipeg Grenadiers) passed
through them and attacked and captured the village of
of Hallu. Thus the already dangerous salient was, by virtue
of their spirited attack, deepened by some 1,500 yards.
This was the situation at 3 o’cloek in the afternoon.

At 3:30 p.m. the first counter-attack developed against
the left company, N.E. of Chilly. The enemy was first seen
about 1,000 yards away, advaneing in open order, and as
the distance lessened to effective rifle range, a ripple of
fire broke out along our left flank. It was a deliberate pick-
your-man sort of business, and the Kilties enjoyed it! By
dint of clever rushes under covering fire, and also by the
excellent cover afforded by the maze of old trenches, the
enemy succeeded in reaching, in one spot, to within fifteen
vards of our position, but was speedily decimated by point-
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blank Lewis gun fire. As the attack increased in violence,
“B” (Company, which it will be remembered was in re-
serve, was flung into the gap on ‘‘C’’ Company’s left flank,
and most materially assisted in the gallant fight which was
being put up by the latter Company. Slowly the attack,
repulsed at every point, spent itself, and the enemy was
forced to be content with establishing posts in front of our
left flank. The attack, according to the prisoners’ state-
ment, had been carried out by two battalions that had
been rushed up by motor lorry for the purpose.

During the following day touch was successfully estab-
lished with the troops who had come up on the Battalion’s
right, and with this flank secure, all eyes turned to the left,
which was still badly ‘‘in the air.”” Repeated attempts
were made all through the day by the enemy to effect an
entry into our position. Between 2 and 5 p.m. the fighting
was particularly bitter, as with bomb and bayonet the grey
figures attempted to rush the communication trenches lead-
ing into our front line. To give some idea of the confusion
which reigned among the enemy, ‘‘B’’ Company obtained
prisoners from no less than three different German regi-
ments in as many hours. In front of ‘‘C’’ Company on
the right of ‘‘B’’ Company, the fight ebbed and flowed all
through the day. A patrol from this Company under
Corporals D. H. MacLean and Gaskill, perceiving a Ger-
man machine gun which had worked up under cover to a
position close in front of our trenches, crept through the
maze of tumble-down wire and shell holes and hurled
themselves upon the crew, killing the entire number with
the exception of two who surrendered. Being unable to
carry the gun, they destroyed it by a well-placed bomb.
For this action Corporal MacLean received the D.C.M.
Epic happenings such as this had a disheartening effect
upon the foe, and at dusk the fighting, save for the oe-
casional spasmodic chattering of machine gun fire, died
down. Just at dusk, Lieut. W. J. Decker, the only re-
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

maining officer in ““C’’ Company, conceived the brilliant
idea of bloeking the trenches leading into his front line
by burying a German ‘‘stick’’ bomb in either wall of the
trench and connecting the igniter buttons by means of a
string stretched tautly above the floor of the trench. About
midnight, the German bombers began working up the
trenches leading into ““‘C’’ Company’s front, relying, no
doubt, upon surprising the defenders and overcoming their
resistance by a swift night attack. Straight into the traps
set for them the astute Boches erept. Only with the stun-
ning detonations of the bombs right amongst them did they
realize their fatal error, with the result that the attack,
thrown into confusion, failed to reach our lines, although
a severe bombing fight took place all along the left flank.

All through the afternoon and evening of the 10th and
until the afternoon of the 11th, the 78th Battalion had
gallantly hung on to the village of Hallu. With their flanks
hopelessly ““in the air,”” and menaced by the enemy from
every direction except directly behind them, they had stub-
bornly fought off suceessive counter-attacks. When, how-
ever, it was seen that their flanks could not possibly be
secured, they were ordered to fall back on the line held by
the 72nd. This was accomplished, and during the night of
the 11th the 78th moved into the gap existing on the left
nf the 72nd Battalion, thus relieving the heroie flank Com
panies of the 72nd from some of the pressure which they
had endured for almost two days without giving an inch

The 12th of August passed without incident. The enemy,
discouraged in his attempt to budge the Kilties from their
tenacious hold upon Chilly, ceased his attacks, and the
situation quieted down along the front of the Brigade.
Special mention might be made of the splendid work of
Lieut. H. C. Whittaker,and the scouts who accompanied
him. While the work of all officers and men was beyond
praise, this particular case stands out even amongst such
examples of conspicuous valour. As has been detailed
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before, not only did this officer keep perfect direction dur-
ing the attacks on the 8th and 10th of August, but during
the first of those days he and his men rushed a machine
gun post over the open, capturing the gun and killing the
crew. On the 10th, this heroic officer attacked, single-
handed. a hostile machine gun, capturing both crew and
gun, being severely wounded in the face immediately after-
wards. For his gallantry he was awarded the D.S.0.

On the night of the 12th-13th, the Battalion was relieved,
and, sleeping as they moved, the men marched back to the
area between Caix and Vrely, where, after a good hot meal,
completely worn out by their terrific exertions, they were
soon sleeping their first real sleep for days. As regards the
booty captured, no accurate estimate can be given, but it
included a number of field guns and howitzers, while the
maehine guns accounted for, numbered no less than 150

The 14th of August was devoted chiefly to sleep, but on
the 15th reorganization was at once commenced in readi-
ness for any proposed advance. While encamped in this
area it was learned that for the present it was decided to
hold the positions gained south of the Somme at any rate.
Meanwhile news came in about the successful attack be-
tween Albert and Bapaume. Everywhere the Hun was
giving ground under the inexorable pressure of the Allied
armies, and, as may be imagined, interest ran high. On the
17th of August the Battalion moved up to Rosieres-en-
Santerre and went into more or less sheltered quarters
This was in many ways a relief, as the continuous night-
bombing to which they had beeen subjected in the open,
south of Caix had become annoying to say the least. As
the month of August drew to a close, it became apparent
that another blow was to be struck by the Canadians.
Once more the Corps was to be hurled as a battering ram
against some point in the already sagging German line of
battle. But where? And for the present echo answered
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“Where?’’” Well had absolute secrecy with regard to the
plans been preserved.

On the night of August 24th the Battalion was relieved
in its position at Rosieres by the 88th Reserve French Regi-
ment. The taking over by a French unit occasioned many
humorous incidents—the average ‘‘estaminet’’ brand of
French being hardly ecapable of explaining to a harrassed
but excessively polite French officer that gne’s platoon oe-
cupied such and such a position, and to be careful about
too much movement in daylight over the open as it would
occasion hostile artillery fire, ete., ete.

Under a beautiful August moon the Battalion swung out
of Rosieres along the dusty white road en route for Gen-
telles Wood—their old assembly position which it seemed
they had left so long ago. Not one of the marching troops
appreciated the moonlight, as its brilliance silhouetted
them fatally against the white ribbon of dust over which
they passed, to the pilots of night flying Boche aero-
planes. It was with a curious sinking feeling, never dupli-
cated in action, that the men heard the deep double drone
of German bombers in the distance. Straight over the road
came the ’planes. Up and down at irregular intervals came
the swishing whistle of the heavy bombs, culminating in
fountains of flame-crowned smoke and noise. Fortunately
the 72nd escaped without a casualty, although a company
of the preceding battalion—the 78th—suffered hideously
from a direet hit on the cobbled road. But all things, in-
cluding night bombing, come to an end, and the 72nd
reached Gentelles Wood without further incident.

On the following day, August 27th, the Battalion en-
trained at Longueau, with the rest of the 4th Canadian Divi-
sion, for the north and the next advance.
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CHAPTER XIIIL
IN THE HINDENBURG LINE

“Can we smash him this year?’'—Taking over under difficulties

Heavy local fighting—Breaking through the boasted barrier

-Bitter fighting on Mount Dur) Brilliant exploit of Sergt
K A. Campbell, M.M. All objectives captured—Impressive
burial service—Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark leaves the Battalion

N AUGUST 28, 1918, the Battalion, fresh from the

Amiens triumph, arrived at Anzin, north west of
Arras. Once more they were back in familiar surround-
ings, while in the east the dull rumble of gun fire told
of a fresh drive. The 2nd and 3rd Canadian Divisions had
swept over the fortress of Monchy-le-Preux, and in con-
junetion with other troops were even now fighting their
way toward that formidable and—to the Germans, im-
pregnable Hindenburg Line—a net of defenses. Orders
were received on the same day that the Battalion was to
take part in the assault on the latter position on an early
date. True to their matured strategy, the Allied Staff was
allowing no dangerous salients to grow in their line.

No sooner was the enemy driven back in one sector, than
the advance spread on either flank, carrying with it the
whole fabric of the enemy’s defence.

Thus it was that the Canadian Corps, withdrawn from
the Amiens sector, was flung into the fight east of Arras;
miles to the north, in furtherance of this policy. Fired by
the successes of August, the question in everybody’s mind
was, ‘“‘Can we smash him this year?’’ and even though un-
answered, the quiet determination of all ranks to have a
try at it, strengthened immeasurably the already high
morale of all.
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On the 29th the Battalion moved from Anzin to its pre-

liminary assembly position at Orange Hill, under the shel-

ter of Monchy—that dominating eminence which, in Ger-
man hands, had threatened the security of Vimy Ridge
during the past summer. Arras presented a scene of tre-
mendous endeavour. Guns, tanks, ammunition and troops
poured along the east-bound roads in never-ending streams,
till the columns of supplies reached the heart of the fight-
ing.

On arrival at Orange Hill the Battalion bivouacked and
settled down for the night. The 30th and 31st were spent
in outfitting, reconnoitering, and generally making ready
for the forthcoming assault.

On the night of the last day of August, the Battalion
quitted Orange Hill and moved eastward toward its battle
position south of Vis-en-Artois, and took over from the
3rd Canadian Infantry Battalion.

[t is one thing for a battalion to go into an attack with-
out previous, and as it were, impromptu fighting, but it
is another thing for it to have to contest its way to the
jumping off trenches. The 72nd, up to this occasion, had
been singularly favoured in this respect. The night of
August 31st and the day of September 1st changed this
order of things. All through the night, the companies, mov-
ing slowly through the darkness, felt their way into place
At night, in a featureless countryside, direction is an
elusive thing, and when the ultimate goal, as in this in-
stance, is a position more or less in a state of flux, owing
te the pressure of the attack, the difficulties are legion.

The companies reported themselves in position at 5 a.m
on September 1st. But before this, viz., at a quarter to two,
during the strenuous relief, orders had been received by
Battalion Headquarters to carry out a minor operation, in
conjunction with the troops on the right, in order to estab-
lish a line of posts in advance of the position then held,
to facilitate the jumping off of the main assault at a later
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IN THE HINDENBURG LINE.

hour. No. 16 Platoon, “‘D’’ Company, was detailed for this
purpose, and in the early dawn the operation commenced.
Despite heavy casualties, No. 16 Platoon fought gallantly,
and a post was planted well in advance by 1015903 Cpl.
J. Carson and his men. During this minor but intense
fichting, Ptes. A. F. Selwood and J. R. Ryan were wounded
and captured by the enemy, but were rescued by their
own company on the following morning.

During the morning of September 1st, Col. Clark moved
his Battalion H. Q. into the front line, on the right flank
of the Battalion, and began to make his dispositions for
the great attack on the Drocourt-Queant switch of the Hin-
denburg line. So far as direction was concerned, the task
was comparatively simple. From the positions which it
occupied the Battalion was to advance due east on a 600-
vard front, and, crossing the Arras-Cambrai road, just
south of the Hendecourt-Dury cross-roads, was to carry
the attack to the forward and eastern slopes of Mount
Dury—a total distance of 4,500 yards. The 1st Canadian
Division as has already been stated, was on the right,
while the 72nd’s old stand-by, the 38th (Ottawa) Battalion,
was on the left. Carefully the plan was gone over with
the Company Commanders. It ail sounds simple, but it
must be borne in mind that the circumstances under which
the plans are drawn up, alter cases. The Boche had been
shelling heavily all morning, and the trenches of the Vis-
en-Artois switeh line which held the Battalion, were receiv-
ing a maximum of attention from his gunners. That this
was a prelude to something was inevitable, and at 11 a.m.
a German counter-attack was launched across the Dury-
IHendecourt road against the battalion on our right. Fight-
ing its way stubbornly forward in the face of frontal fire
from the attacked battalion and such enfilade fire as the
72nd could bring to bear, this attack succeeded in re-taking
a considerable portion of the front line (Orix Trench) on
the flank of the 72nd, thus becoming a very near and un-
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SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

pleasant neighbor. A counter-attack was immediately or-
ganized to assist the battalion on the right, and ‘A’ Com-
pany, commanded by Captain J. G. Fleck, M.C., lunged in
masterly fashion against the Hun occupants of Orix
Trench. Thrusting them out of this trench and capturing
over 100 prisoners, this company drove the enemy before it
and carried the advance over the Hendecourt-Dury road,
thus forcing the Germans back behind the line from which
they started. As ‘“A’’ Company crossed the road, the artil-
lery barrage which had been requested in support of our
counter-attack, came down along the road, and but for
the gunners’ prompt obedience to the ‘‘triple-green’’ rocket
of ‘““cease fire’’ serious casualties might have occurred.

While ‘“A’’ Company was carrying out this justly-famous
counter-stroke, ‘‘D’’ Company had not been idle. No. 15
Platoon, under 466433 Sergt. S. Findlater, D.C.M., took
full advantage of the commotion on the right, and advane-
ing due east, drove back several enemy posts and estab-
lished a much-needed support in the form of an additional
post on the left of the one planted earlier in the day by
Cpl. Carson. Of the work of these two posts no laudation
can be excessive. They kept an ever-pressing enemy clear
of our positions all through the afternoon and night of the
1st. Sergeant Findlater and Cpl. Carson deserve special
mention. These two N. C. O.’s. with their tiny handful of
men, fought practically hand-to-hand with the Boche for
more than eighteen hours. Though Findlater was wounded
and most of the men casualties, this heroic detachment held
their positions and continued to fight until the Battalion
passed through on the morning of September 2nd.

At about 6:30 p.m. on the lst, as dusk was falling, the
enemy launched a counter-attack directly at the 72nd.
Breaking through the line of trees marking the Hende-
court ecross-roads, and also from the trenches of the Dro-
court-Queant line, the attack in the failing light seemed to
drift steadily towards our position. Portions of ‘““A’’ and
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IN THE HINDENBURG LINE.

“D” Companies, not waiting for the assault to reach their
stand, advanced to meet the enemy. These aggressive tac-
ties somewhat damped the ardour of the Germans, as they
made no determined effort to reach our trenches. After
this last effort, the enemy quieted down, and it became pos-
sible to proceed with the interrupted plans for the main
operation.

The difficulties which had arisen out of the bitter fight-
ing of the 1st will be apparent even to the lay reader.
Casualties had been  incurred, and reorganization was
therefore necessary. Seven officers were out of the fighting,
and the N. C. 0.’s had suffered proportionately. When it
is considered that there were but eleven hours in which to
accomplish the necessary changes, some idea of the task
may be gained. But the chain of responsibility was high-
ly developed, and non-commissioned officers and men step-
ped almost automatically into the blanks. Dawn on Sep-
tember 2nd found the Battalion ready for the historic at-
tack on the Drocourt-Queant trenches, the famous northern
switeh of the Hindenburg Line itself.

As the men stood in the hush which always seems to
precede the opening bombardment of a big attack, it was
with an indescribable feeling of expectancy that they
looked towards the dawn and realized that within a few
hundred yards lay the trenches of a line which, according
to the German boast, was impregnable. In the west, the
Hindenburg Line was the Alpha and Omega of the Father-
land’s defence. Openly the Germans had told the world
of the consequences that would ensue to troops attempting
to storm it; of its belts of barbed wire defenses, of its dug-
outs, its machine gun emplacements, and its admirable sup-
porting trenches. The validity of these assertions was now
to be ascertained.

In silence along the trench the men slipped out their
magazine ‘‘cut-outs.”” Officers checked over their final in-
structions to their men in short, tense sentences; in a word,
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all was ready. The last remaining minutes sped, until on
the tick of 5 a.m., the barrage opened and the attack on
the Drocourt-Queant Line blazed out along the front.

As the 72nd swept into the attack, the wearing effect
on the enemy of the previous day’s fighting was at once
apparent. His outposts, after but a scattered show of re-
sistance, fell back to their trench lines. From the front
line enemy trench, the machine gun fire swelled in volume
as the attack became visible. The fire of these guns was,
curiously enough, very wild. Profiting by this ‘“A’’ and
“D” Companies pushed rapidly forward, and sweeping
through the barbed wire defences, poured in an irresistible
torrent into the famous trench line. Up and down this
line the men hunted out the enemy like rats. The trench-
line itself in this particular sector was disappointing. The
enemy’s dugouts were for the most part merely uncom-
pleted shafts, down the steps of which terrified Boches
sought to evade the hated and feared tartan of the at-
tackers. Swinging on to the next support line, the two
leading companies swept into them with the same fine dash.
Isolated posts, manned by defenders of sterner stuff held
out, but in a very short space of time the second line was
completely in our hands. At this point ‘‘B’’ and ‘‘C’’ Com-
panies passed through ‘“A’ and ‘“D,’’ heading for the last
two support lines of the system.

As the Arras-Cambrai-Hendecourt-Dury ecross-roads was
reachcd, a more or less comprehensive view of the attack
was obtained. To the north the white curtain of the rolling
barrage stretched away towards the valley of the Scarpe,
while on the south it moved eastward with deadly pre-
cision. Large numbers of prisoners streaming back from
the point of the fighting wedge, showed plainly the
progress of the attack.

“B” and ‘““C’’ Companies meanwhile had tackled the
rear two lines of the system with the same vim shown by
their sister companies, and routing out the last discouraged
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IN THE HINDENBURG LINE.

defenders from the rearmost trench, definitely finished the
clearing of that portion of the Drocourt-Queant Line on
the Battalion’s front. So far so good. The trench system
had been broken at a remarkably slight cost. A momentary
pause, and the four companies, with ‘“B’’ and “C” in the
van advanced on their last objective—the southern and
eastern slopes of Mount Dury.

From the village of Dury, there runs southward towards
the main Arras-Cambrai Highway, a road deeply sunken
for some 500 yards at a position midway between the two
points. This road, honey-combed with dugouts, furnished
an excellent support position to Mount Dury itself. Cun-
ningly concealed machine gun emplacements innumerable,
sapped into the bank of the road, came up at various
points in front of it. These guns absolutely commanded
the bare, exposed crest and eastern slopes of the hill.

As the lines of kilted figures swept over the crest line
they encountered this new and unexpected enemy. The
whole length of the road broke into flaming noise as the
target presented itself. No longer was the fire wild. The
enemy, composed of fresh troops in reserve, saw to that.
Doggedly, in the teeth of that devastating fire, the bat-
talion continued to advance. It was during this advance
that Major A. V. Wood, M.C., fell while gallantly leading
the company he had so long commanded. To continue to
openly advance further in the face of such a fire would
have been suicide. The Battalion took cover, and com-
menced to work their way forward by means of covering
fire. In this fashion muech of the resistance was overcome,
but the key to the situation—the sunken road—still re-
mained in the enemy’s possession. While the remainder
of the Battalion fought their way tenaciously from one
piece of cover to another, No. 1015346 Sergt. K. A. Camp-
bell, M.M., realizing the situation, disposed of his platoon
(No. 11, “C” Company) in shell-holes, and in company
with 1015488 Pte. T. Nelson and 1015690 Pte. E. R. Me-
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i’ v Pherson, commenced what will always be an outstanding fine
13’ example of courage and initiative in the annals of the 72nd bee
"’ . Battalion. Working their way forward, the gallant trio coll
l lf advanced some 400 yards and effected an entry into the bur
il,‘, heavily defended road. Turning along it, the three set cal
“ | ! about clearing it of the enemy. sad
!}i Despite the odds against them, the trio, fighting their rad
\ , ’ way up the road with splendid courage, shook the nerve the
! of the defenders. Pressing home their advantage at the by
| psychological moment, the three men actually drove the ovi
N Germans out of the road, taking no fewer than 50 prison- the
ers. /
On the right, the advance had not met with quite such op!
an intense machine gun fire, but, overcoming heavy resist- to
ance, had pushed forward to their final objectives. So it —
was that comparatively early in the forenoon of September of
¥ 2nd all the Battalion’s objectives were well in hand. nu
s In reviewing the attack the 72nd had every reason to be wi
h ; proud of its work. It had advanced between two and a thi
: half and three miles, had carried the famous Hindenburg Li
! k Line on a frontage of 600 yards, had stormed Mount Dury Sp
N and had captured 448 prisoners, one field gun and 23 ma- fa
i chine guns—a truly handsome total. The casualties, thanks 0.
! te skilful handling, had not been high considering the ed
nature of the operation, 14 officers and 254 other ranks be- C:
y ing the total. ne
With the Drocourt-Queant line safely behind our posi- H
| tions the night of September 2-3 came down. The front line w
! company was relieved by the 102nd Canadian Infantry re
Battalion. It was not, however, until the 5th that the hi
whole Battalion was relieved. On that date they moved re
{4 back to the trenches west of Triangle Wood, over ground B
| over which they had fought so bitterly but a short three al
e 4 days ago in a famous battle which had already passed into ir
N history.
' After arrival at Triangle Wood there occurred one of the d
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IN THE HINDENBURG LINE.

finest instances of the esprit de corps which has always
been a mark of the Battalion. Rather than have their dead
collected and buried in the usual way by the divisional
burial parties, and in consequence in rather scattered lo-
calities, the men, tired out as they were, proceeded to the
sad task of collecting the mortal remains of those com-
rades who had fallen in the fight. Bringing these back to
their positions with fraternal care, they interred them side
by side, in a plot by themselves. A most impressive service
over the 60 dead was held, this being the only time when
the whole Battalion was able to join in such a tribute.

The 72nd had suffered heavy casualties in the Scarpe
operation, and it was a small Battalion that now assembled
to hear the news—which brought a feeling of regret to all
—that Lieut.-Col. J. A. Clark was to leave the Battalion
of which he had so long been the moving spirit. If the
number of the men was small, that of the remaining officers
was proportionately smaller, for one said of this occasion
that they were all able to sit round one shell hole while
Iieut.-Col. Clark made his short but impressive farewell
speech. But pride mingled with disappointment from the
fact that deserved promotion had come to their beloved
0. C. The Battalion now learned that he had been appoint-
ed Brigadier-General, and was leaving to act as G. 0. C. Tth
Canadian Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division. In con-
nection with this news it was further known that Major G.
H. Kirkpatrick was to take command of the Battalion. It
was a memorable occasion, as those present mentally
reviewed the past three years in which Brig.-Gen. Clark
had always been a prominent figure. They had come to
regard him as almost indispensable to the welfare of the
Battalion, and the hearty cheers accorded to the general
at the conclusion of his spech, only masked the deeper feel-
ings that pervaded all ranks.

On September 8 the Battalion moved back through the
devastated area which lies to the east of Arras, and came
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to Wailly. The cheerless landscape through which they
marched testified in a grim manner to the effect of the
war on a once smiling country. Mile after mile of villages,
battered beyond recognition, met the eye. The rusted
tangle of barbed wire was everywhere, otherwise nothing
broke the deadly monotony of the aftermath of modern
war.

On arrival, the men were quartered in huts at Wailly.
Training was at once resumed, and preparations were made
for taking over line-holding duty. Orders were received
that the Brigade would move forward into close support
preparatory to going into the trenches. On the 16th, orders
were received for the move to the support area east of
Cherissy, but these were suddenly cancelled the evening
before they were to take effect. A few days later the
Brigade was paraded, and the Corps Commander inspected
them, giving a short review of the work of the Canadian
Corps during the past month, and thanking the men for
the gallant part they had played. Sir Arthur stated that
he had been promised that the Corps would be given a
rest after they had done one more ‘‘show,”” but that prep-
arations must now be made to undertake another attack
in the near future. No longer was the enemy to be allowed
a moment’s rest. At this point of his speech, General Currie
turned to the Battalion and said: ‘‘Take that 72nd Bat-
talion, they can’t fail, because too many good men would
turn in their graves if they did!”’

Orders were now received that the Canadian Corps was
to take part in an attack on the Canal du Nord and the
defences of Cambrai. In accordance with these orders,
reconnaissances were made, and special training carried
out, adapted to the part which the Battalion was to play
in the forthcoming attack. It was during one of these prac-
tices that considerable amusement and instruction were
derived from the fact that the energetic C. O. of one of
the combatant companies clandestinely procured the serv-
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IN THE HINDENBURG LINE.

ices of a couple of tanks; the moral effect of these ungain-
ly monsters waddling forward in advance of his sham
attack completely overwhelming his unsuspecting adver-
saries. At this time also, a most interesting and instructive
demonstration of barrage firing was given by the 6-in.
Newton trench mortars.

RN

'
é
f,
!
[
f

H

¢

i

g

1

ol

&
3

]
i
s

T




IR R R T R

P e——

&

=

CHAPTER XIV.
CAMBRAL

Review of the situation—Germans with their backs to the wall—
Battalion bombed in Arras Station—Another zero hour—Bat-
talion storms high ground northeast of Bourlon—The attack
resumed next day-—Battalion captures Sancourt and Blecourt
—Lieut. Knight’'s remarkable achievement—Sergt.-Maj. G. H.
Soles wins second bar to D. C, M.

N ORDER to estimate the full significance of the actions

fought from September 27th to about the 9th of October,
under the general heading of Cambrai, some idea of the
conditions existing on the western front prior to the at-
tack is necessary.

Beginning on August 8th, the hammer-blows of the Al-
lied Armies had pushed back the German line along prac-
tically the whole battle-front, a distance varying from
ten to forty miles. All the gains of the enemy’s costly
spring offensive had been wiped out, and more. His line
was now further back than it had been since the position
warfare of the opening phases in 1914 had given place
to the stalemate of trench life. The enemy’s front had been
greatly shortened, and as a result his powers of resistance
had been considerably increased. It was not now essential
that he should garrison the huge salient south and west
towards Paris and the coast. So far as the British Armies
were concerned, they now faced an enemy who had fallen
back upon immensely strong natural and artificial defences
along the approximate line of Douai-Cambrai and St. Quen-
tin. Particularizing still further, the Canadian Corps faced
the barrier of the Canal du Nord from a point just south
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