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Ghe Bible.

@HROUGH the courtesy of its secretariat,
the seventy-ninth report of THE BRITISH
AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY is before us.
With its lists of acknowledgements and other
appendices it forms a portly volume of nearly
five hundred pages, containing a condensed
record of a vast amount of work and adminis-
trative ability. The maps with which it is
illustrated are of great service in helping the
reader to understand and appreciate the scope
of the Society’s operations. The income of
the Society from all sources for last year was
£210,600 equal to about $1,052,500, an income
of more than $50.000 over the previous year's
receipts.  The expenditure has more than
kept pace with ths receipts. Thisis due to the
extension of the work in India, China, Malay-
sia, North Africa and other countries. The
issues from the Bible House in London have

amounted to 1,542,413 copies, and from depots
abroad to 1,422,223, making a total of 2,964,
636 copies, or about 26,091 more than in the
previous year. The sales show a decided in-
trease in the number of complete Bibles and
New Testaments as compared with Portions.
The issues of the Society from its commence-
ment now reach a wtal of 66,017,629 copies,
and the total expenditure from the commence-
ment is upwards of $46,000,000. In and near
London there are 130 depositaries for the sale
of the Bible, and in every civilized country
—t the sun shines on, excepting the United

there are Bible Houses in connection with this
venerable society. A very large number
of copies are also distributed by colporteurs,
no less than 550 persons being thus employed
by the So: ‘ety in its various fields ; and these
are no mere book-pedlars, they are for the
most part men of superior intelligence and
well educated, actuated by higher than mer-
cenary motives. They are evangelists, many
of them effective preachers. In short they
are itinerant missionaries, exposed to much
opposition, having many trials and difficulties
to encounter, and requiring no small moral
courage, tact, presence of mind, a firm belief
in the truth of the Gospel message, and re-
liance on God's help. Going from place to

lace, sowing througg all lands the imperish-
ible seed of the Kingdom, teaching and ex-
horting, it is impossible to estimate the
amount of goad done by the colpolteur. The
Bible Society, it is easy to see, represents the
commissariat of the missionary army. Every
fresh advance that is made, every new mission
that is planted, means fresh demands upon
that Society whose happy province it is to
accompany and keep step with the mission-
aries and to furnish *he chief weapon of their
warfare. The translation, printing, or distri-
bution of the whole or part of the Bible has
been promoted by this Society in 255 lan-
guages or dialects. The past year is memoz-
able as that in which the Society was able for
the first time to offer a complete Bible to the
people throughout the Russian Empire and in
their mother tongue. It is stated inthe report
that a De Sacy Bible, circulated by this So-
ciety, was the first means of bringing Pastor
Chiniquy to the light of the knowledze of
Christ.  On the occasion of his recent visit to
the Bible House in London, at his request the

tates—which is suppliéd by its own Society,

committee readily granted him, for the use of
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his mission, a thousand copies of the forth-
coming standard edition of De Sacy with the
usual alternative readings. The number of
Auxiliary and Branch Societies and Associa-
tions in Great Britain and Ireland is 3031 :
the number in Canada is close upon 1000.

THE AMTRICAN BIBLE SoCIETY issued
during the past year 1,676,232 copies, raising
the issues from the foundation of the Society,
in 1816, to 42,083,816. The receipts for the
year were $508,641. They employed 311 col-

orteurs. Their work shews a great advance
in China, where the circulation has advanced
from 103,000 copies to 181,000, and in the
Levant, where the growth is from 43,000 to
56,000.

THE NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY OF SCOT-
LAND reports an income of about $157,000
for last year and a total issue of 481,166 copies.
THE HIBERNIAN BIBLE SOCIETY had an in-
come from all sources of $22,500 and circulat-
ed 57,513 copies. The total number of copies
issued by the above named societies last year
was 5,179,547. If the Continental and other
societies were included the number could not
be far short of six millions.

<

She RMissionary Froblem,

;WE invite the attention of our readers to
4

the following admirable address de-
livered by Rev. Dr. W. Fleming Stevenson, of
Dublin, Convener of the Cormittee on Foreign
Missions of the Presbyterian Churchin Ireland,
at the close of the Mission Conference.

The fact that this conference emphasises is
the growth of a missionary spirit. We have
met this evening under the highest sanction of
our Church, u1 der the presidency of a Mod-
erator whom we all honour, and for no other
purpose than to think and hear of Missions.
A hundred years ago it would have been
impossible. A hundred years ago missions
were denounced by the very Churches that
are forward in them to-day. There was not a
Church in Great Britain that had the mission-
ary spirit. There was scarcely a missionary
sermon or a missionary collection. Contrast
that with the missicnary literature of to-day,
with the crowd of missionary meetings that
will be held next month, with the brilliant
speakers that will plead the missionary cause,
men of the highest intellect and the highest
rank, with the generation that lifts the mission-
ary to a pilace among its heroes, and raises
statues to him in the public ways. The work
that has been done is even more striking than
the change of attitude. A hundred years ago
no Church in Great Britain or America claimed
a missionary, or as a Church rejoiced over a

pagan convert. Not only the missionary so-
cieties but the missionaries could be counted
on the fingers. What can we show to-day ¢
Seventy-two sogicties, an army of three thous-
and missionaries, and two millions and a
quarter of Christian people gathered out from
heathenism. There is a stupendous fact, but
itsreal significance only appears upon analysis.
The mere bulk is something—a Christian
population more than twice as large as all the
Protestants of Ireland and rescued right out
of idolatry ; nearly as many missionaries as
there are ministers in broad Scotland. Now,
break up these figures. Remember that they
represent a multitude of Christian churches
emerging out of heathen populations. Re-
member that they represent a missionary
activity that touches every part of the heathen
world. They are made up of separate com-
munities, each of which is exercising a powerful
influence and at a multitude of points.  Almost
the whole of Pclynesia is Christian. Every
coast of Africa is seized, Greenland and
Patagonia bave their Churches. The feet of
them that publisli the Gospel of peace traverse
the roads from the Himalaya to Cape Comorin,
from Burmah to the Yellow Sea. A survey of
Missions has become a survey of the world.
And what obstacles have been overcome to
reach this result! Within our generation
China was inaccessible to the Gospel, Japan
was impregnable. The heart of Africa was
untrodden and unknown. Now, look a little
deeper into the figures. It may be only a
handful of missionaries ata single point, but
they are translating the Bible, pouring Christ-
ian thought into the literature of a whole
people. These hundred years of modem
missions have placed the Bible within intellg-
ible reach of perhaps five hundred millions of
people. Their line is gone out through all the
earth, their words to the world’send. We see
the plans of God unrolled before our eyes.
And what are they? That the whole world
may be touched by the Gospel ; that it may
not only touch the individual, but penetrate
the tribal life, and the national life in every
place, and mould the proudest and mos
populous races by its teaching. Such a plan
can be carried out only under certain condit-
ions, and one of these is the growth of the
missionary spirit. We areliving while another
condition is fulfilled. Commerce and enfer-
prise are compelling us to approach the vast
circle of heathenism at every point. They
are bringing Christian and beathen races
together. They are preparing the way for the

missionary. It is an age also more fertile it

discovery and invention than any other; and

the practical drift of the vast forces thus sctin

motion is towards the closer and easicr con-

tact of men with men. The railway, the

steamship, the (f;rinting press, and the tele

graph, all tend in that direction. These
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discoveries and their fruits are lodved in the
hands of the Christian nations, and political
power, the immediate political future, is also
lodged with them. And is there no meaning
in all this? no deep purpuse? Is it merely an
accident that the revival of missions and our
rule of India~a non-Christian country with a
«ixth of the population of the world—should
be simultancous?

I shall only mention a third condition of ex-
ceeding interest in the solution of the problem.
The missions are everywhere taking root and
forming Christian Churches. We would be
under a profound mistake if we imagined that
all the expnnsion came from Home Churches
and Missionary Societies; that the converts
frem heathenism were supported by the mis-
sion. Madagascar is ruled by a Christian
Queen. There are groups in the Pacific
where the Church not only supports itself, but
does its own Foreign Mission work. The
third largest contributor to the powerful Bap-
tisu Mission of America is not a territory of the
United States, but its own mission Church ot
Burmah. Out of 71 churches connected with
the American Board in India and Ceylon 5o
received nothing from the home treasury; 21
are aided—but bave we no aided congrega-
tions at home? in Egypt, where the native
churches of the United Presbyterian Mission
reckon 1,200 members, they contributed in
1881 at the rate of $19 a member, and that
s without reckoning the difference between
the value of money there and here. In China,
the churches of the English Presbyterian Mis-
sion round Amoy give what is equivalent in
our money to sixty shillings a bead; and lately
five calls from native churches to native pas-
tors lay on the table of the Presbytery at one
time. To plant a mission is to plant a new,
self-propagating, self-supporting Church, which
w its turn sends out its missions to do like-
wise. Do missions pay? I have heard it said;
und the answer is written in this century
broadly, so that all may read. They pay by
whatever standard you apply. Is it the com-
mercial standard ? They are the best friends
of commerce. They introduce the wants, the
decencies, the refinements of civilisation; they
rultiply the customers of the trading nations
¢fthe West, and they procure security for the
trader. The Mission to the Sandwich Islands
was a costly effort to the American Board;
but two years’ profit of the annual commerce
would cover all the outlay: and the commerce
was the fruit of the Mission. Mr. Whitmee
estimates that every missionary sent to the
Southern Seas represents civilising influences
that issue in a trade of £10,000 a year. Is it
the political standard? By confession of the
Government of India they are a strength to
our rule, and a factor that is all but indispen-
sabie to the contentment, progress and welfare
Athe people; and less than a century after

our missionaries were forbidden to land on
Indian soil, official Blue-books pronounce
them the greatest benefactors of the country.
Is it the standard of spiritual elwvation? The
answers to that lie close together all along the
line. And to take another, an economic
standard, wb=t could effect the change at so
little cest? There is @ grumble often heard
among the Christian ranks because so much
is asked for missions. Well, to what does
all this giving amount ? That in our Church,
the total sum spent on all our missions would
be made up if every member would only fling
an odd halfpcany into the mission treasury
every week, the price of a single copy of an
ever'~7 paper. Place beside that the spend-
ing on taxation. Place beside the missionsin
India the cost of the army of India. You have
millions on the one side for thousands on the
other. A little war that is forgotten after a
Parlianentary debate may represent as large
an outlay as would support two thousand
missionaries for a hundred years. The cost
of a single ship of war would tepresent all we
have done for missions in our Irish Church
since ever we began. Judge it, I say, as you
please, the mission pays. Yet it cannot be
left in that narrow groove. Itisnota juestion
of political economy. It is a question of right-
eousness, of the love of Christ, of the pity of
God for the souls of men. It is there I wish
to leave it. Three-fourths of the human race,
of men and women like ourselves waiting for
the knowledge of Christ !

What shall we bring to the problem out of
our meeting to-night? Well, I trust,a con-
viction ofthe vastness of the work that remains.
We are not near the time when we can sing
the psalms of victory. What has been done
is true and noble work. Every day it proves
that it can stand the searching tests that men
are not slow to apply to it. Yet the work is
only begun. We have turned into a new era,
the era, it may be, to whichall past centuries
have been slowly leading, an era that will
answer in its glory to the magnificent words of
the prophets. We have only crossed the
threshold, and already the Church is thrilled.
What will it be when the full conquest breaks
upon the vision? Let us also bring a convic-
tion that the work may be done if the Church
will rouse up to the task. We live in an age
when Christianity is august, magnificent.
Nineteen hundred years ago it was nothing—
it has to-day the largest population that has
grouped round one religious faith. We livein
an age when the successes of modern missions
are splendid and unparalleled. What incrcase
has ever been like their increase ? And how
does it fare with them as we approach the
close of this mission century? That every ten
years bear witness to a greater energy and a

wider spread. Is it India? Since 1871 the
native Christian teachers have been simply
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doubled; the communicants double in eich
new decade the number in the last; the ad-
herents increase by leaps and strides—s3, 61,
and now 86 per cent. Isit China? In 1843
there were not 6 converts in that vast empire.
You heard to-day that there are now 20,co0
communicants, 300 organized churches, and
600 stations. Is it Syria? Since 1871 the 12
Sunday-schools have grown to 84, the 38 sta-
tions 10 99, the 1o native pastors to 30. Is it
the Societies themselves? 1 shall take up
one. In ten years the American Board of
Foreign Missions has increased the towns
and cities that it occupies by 2oo, its churches
by 117, its native preachers by 217, it3 mem-
bers by 10,000. It has doubled the children
in its schools, more than doubled the women
who are its missionaries, and multiplied its
seminaries tenfold. Is it the devout women
that speed like Maries from the Cross? In
ten years they have been more than doubled:
in India they are already within a hundred of
the men: in Calcutta they teach more girls
than all the boys under trainizg. Women
alone give to missions almost £200,000a year.
Is it fruit among a single pcople? A few
years ago, among the Telugus in Eastern
India, so many streamed to Christ that the
hands of the missionary were weary baptising.
Has the stream lessened? It has increased,
till it now rolls in a volume of two hundred
baptisms a month. What the Mission may
become is illimitable. The only borders of
the territory before us are faith and love.

We must bring to this problem the entire
consecration of ourselves to Christ. We too
may have our splendid successes, but they
must rise from that foundation. We are on
the eve of trial. God has poured the spirit of
consecration upon our students. I believe ]
am not wrong in saying that three, perhaps
four, of our students—men of whom any
might be proud—are prapared at this moment
to go to India. 'Will the Church send them?
Wi!l the great congregation that meets within
these walls undertake the support of onc of
them? What would others do? People who
belong to a Japanese sect are at this moment
building a beautiful temple. They wished to
have one stately pillar, and they have paid for
it twelve hundred pounds. In Cairo thercis
a missionary university. It is for the propa-
gation of the religion of Mahommed. No
student is refused there; no missionary is
turned aside for want of funds. [ throw cut
the challenge again. You can answer it. Why
not answer it to-night? \What shall we do to
propagate the religion of Jesus? We are
working at what may last for centuries, work-
ing for cternity. May I bescech you to work
worthily in a large-souled faith, a sclf-sacrifice
like our Lord’s. In a German town there is a
rose tree. It has blossomed there, they say,
since Charlemagne, and 1 read that, last year,

jand from the Volga to the Vatican!

it had blossomed into a richer bloom tha:
ever. For a thousand years that tree hi-
flung its sweectness out on every wind, as fresh
as constant as the spring-time and the sum
mer. The mission is God’s rose tree. Plan:
it, and the years may come and gn, but it wil’
only spread and blossom, and when the hand:
that laid it there have mouldered in the dust,
it will be casting forth thefragrance of thename
of Jesus, and the branches of some heathen
race will becovered with the pure, sweet blos-
soms of heaven: and thus, as alf the Churchcs
plant, the end of the mission will be fulfilled.
the desert will blossom as the rose, and the
ransomed ot the Lord shall come to Him with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.

THE MARCH OF CHRISTIANITY. Evangeh-
zation is fast coming to be universal,; with a
rapidity unexampled in history this golden net-
work of missions is expanding and extendiny;
over the realms of Paganism from where the
most refined followers of Brahma and Buddha
dwell to where the lowest, coarsest fetish wor-
shippers bow to wood idols ; over the lands of
Islam, from the gates of the Golden Horn w0
the pillars of Hercules, and the heights of the
Himalayas ; and over the dominions of the
Pope from the Gulf of Mexico to Cape Horn,
The
number of Protestant missionary societies has
multiplied tenfold in eighty years, increasing
from 7 to 70 ; the number of male missionaries
from 170 to 2,400, besides the thousands of
native preachers and teachers ; the number of
converts from 50,000 to 1,650,000. Within
the same ecighty years the offerings of the
church for Protestant missions have multiplied
twenty-five-fold, from $250,000 to $6,250,000;
the number of Protestant schools from 70 to
12,000, with nearly half a million pupiis; the
number of translations of the Holy Scripiures
from 350 to 226, and the number of copies cir-
culated from 5,000,000 to 148,000,000. And
there are reasons to belicve that the progress
secured within ten years to come will be great-
er than duringz fifty years past. The last year
was the Annus Mirabilis in the history of mis-
sions. Less thantwenty donors gave neariy
$4,000,000, and more were added to the con
verts from heathendom than the fofa/ number
of converts when the century opened.—Aer
A. T. Pierson, D. D.

CiviLIZED RED MEN.—Accounts publishad
by the Government of Canada state that theze
are at the present time 105,000 Indians stl
living within the Dominion. Guebec contas
11,000, Ontarin, 17,000; Bntish Columbi
33,000; and Manitoba and the Great North
West 37.000. There are living on resendd
land 81,633 Indians, peacefully cultvatg
67,500 acres of land, and owning a stock d
14,955 horses, 5,768 cows, 1,552 oxcd, %
sheep, 6,815 pigs, and other animals.
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Samuel the Iudge,

QOTOBER 14. 1 SAMDEL Vi1 : 3.17,
Golden Text, 1 Samuel 7 : 12.

YAX N important crisis in the history of the Chil-
4,2 dren of Israel is at hand. For forty years
they had been oppressed by the Thilistines and
sadly humiliated. They had relapeed into idolatry.
They had lost the visible symbol of God’s presence
—the ark, which for seven mounths had been in
the possession of their enemies, DButall this dicip-
line was needed to bring them to repentance. At
lenyth, out of the depths of their misery, *“All
Israel lamented after the Lord,” v. 2. Vs. 3-4.
Samuel, now fifty years old, enters upon his lifo’s
work a3 judge, prophet and reformer. Ile speak
with authority. If ye do return—True repentance
is a turning from sin to God, and it is a conditiou
attached (o the promise of deliverance. Put cway
the strange gods~—That is the first step towards
reconciliation, for God must have no rivals, no di-
vided allegiance, Exo. 20 : 3-6. The striange gods
worshipped by the heathen were Bralim and
Asiteroth, the plural names of their chief dieties,
Baalum and Ashtereth. V. 5. Mizpeh—a city in
Benjamin about 3§ miles north from Jerasalem.
The object in gathering the tribes thero was that
they might solemnly renew their covenant vows to
%rve Jehovah, as their fathers had done at
Schechem in the days of Joshua, Jos. 24 : 14-29.
I'will pray for you from thisacd many other
passazes of scripture learn the .luty and privilege
A intercessory prayer, Luke 22 : 82 ; James 5: 16.
V.6. Poured water out—an emblemitic act to
mtimate that they were emptied of idolatry and
that their jromises had goue forth  us water spilt
o the ground which cannot be gathered up agrin,”
3Sam. 14: 14, They fasted—in token of bumili-
stion ; and said —conlessiou of sin to God naturally
wcompauies repentance, and is acceptable to Him,
1Joha 1: 9. V., 7. The Philistines would
aturally regard this githering as a determination
0 the part of tho {sraelites to throw off tieir yoke.
Were afraid—Well for them that they were so
woscious of their own weskness a3 that they look-
dts the Lord fo. deliveranco. Vs. 8-11. The
Toe whole record is a notbls instance of the efli-
acy of prayer. At the same timo it teaches that
uswers to prayer usually comae in the use of ap-
ointed roeans, While the Lord thundered, the
hraelices fought, V. 12. T.e deliverance which
ey in auswer to prayer should be commenorated.
Elenczer ~stoue of help~me.nrial of the marcy
ud fachfulu-ss of Godd.  ‘Lhe best recogui.ion we
mak: of God's goodness to us is consecration
Hs service. llom. 12: 1. Vs. 13-14. The
I7ery 108 Was complete, an 1 soit wiil eventually
.I;xth all who trustin the Lot !, I’s. 34 : 7; 103:

—r2

Asking a Ring.

OcToBER 21. 1 SaMveL vin: 1.10,

Golden Text, Psalins 118: 9.

! ‘: \WENTY years of peace and prosg.erity follow-
“;) ed the victory recordel in last lesson. We
have now to nctice a remarkable popular move.
ment which Samuel was powerless to prevent, but
which, wise man that he was, he endeavoured to
control. The ideaof having a king was not rew
to the Hebrews. All the surrounding nations
were so governed. DB:fore this they had invited
Gideon to assume the functions of royalty, Jud. 8:
22, V.1. Samuel was now about seventy years
old. It seems he had aprointed his sons to assist
1n the administration of affairs in the southern
provinces. The office of Judge was not hereditary;
neither were the good qualities of Samuel. V. 3.
11is sons were selfish, covetous, and unprincipled.
Vs. 4, 5. Ramah, about four miles N. West from
Jerusalem, was the birth-place, home, and burial
place of Samuel. His sons were stationed at
Ueersheba, about forty.five miles 8. West from
Jerusalem, The demand for a king cume from
the represent (tive *¢elders of the people,” who,
being dissatisfied with the administration of the
young men, thought to find a remedy for their
grievances ia the establishment of a permanent
hereditary monarchy. V. 6. Personal feeling
might partly account for Samuel’s reluctance to
listen to the propesal. Old men do not like ts be
liid on the shelf. Bat it was priacipally on the
ground that it was a revolutionary movement with-
out any divine warrant for i..  With characteristic
deference to the will of God, he prays over it, see
Ch. 15: 11 Afinecxampls to Caristians in every
time of difficulty, Ps. 145: 18. V. 7. The
auswer of the Lord is full of grace and sympathy.
It takes in the w'.ulo situation aud goes to the root
of the matter. 12 rejectivg Samuel the people
were virtually rejecting God, who Himself had
bee~ tleir ruler all along. The buiden of their sin
was not 8o much desiring a kiug, which in course
of time they might reasonably enough expect,
Gen. 171 6-18; Deat. 17: 14-20, but rather be.
cause they went about it in the wrong way. They
wanted to berid of God's authority, and to have
such & ruler as the heathen had, Their sin was
apostacy, Heb, 3: 12, Their conduct was in keep-
1y with their bistory. All along they had been
fizkle auad ungrateful. V.9, From wiat follows
wo leara that God gometimes allows people to have
their owu way 1 order that they may be couvinced
that 113 way is better. They had their dvsire
eranted, but were fuliy warned of the consegueaces;
yet, with their eyes opeu, they said, ¢ Nay, but
we will have akiug.™ (Read to the end of the chap-
ter). Wears taught by thig lescon to trust im
God, because be knows what is best forus, Ps.
125: 1; 1 Tin. 4: 10; and warned against trust-
iug1n man, Ps. 60 : 11-12; Jer. 17: 5-8.
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Sanl chosen Hing. Saumel's Savewell Dddrvess.
OcToBER 26. 1 SAMUEL X : 17-27.| NovEMBER 4. 1 SAMUEL 12: 13.25,

GQolden Text, 1 Samuel 10: 24,

LTHOUGH displeasing to Gad, the selection

of & king was permitted for reasona already

stated, and was gone about in a becoming manner.
The people were willing that God should decide
who their king should be. Samuel, though in-
wardly protesting against the business, aided them
in carryingitout. As for Sau', so far from being
ambitious, he remonstrated against his appoint.
ment, ck. 9: 2I. He was, however, anointed by
* Samnuel to the regal offica, v. 1. To convince him
that this thing was from the Lord, he gave him
three sigus, vs, 2-8. Vs, 17-20. The people must
also have convincing proof that Saul wasthe right
man in the right place: so they are convened at
Mizpeh, and while Samuel reiterates his protest
ond charges them with rejecting God, now that it
must be done, he arranges for determining the
matter in an orderly manner by lsl, a custom
often referred to in scripture and always witha
reference to the interposition of God, Prov. 18 : 83.
V.21. Sonof Kish—called *Cis” in Acts13: 21,
concerning whom very little is known. Could not
be found,—although he knew he was to be the
coming man, his innate modesty made him shrink
fron publicity. V.22. Enquired further. see-
ing Saul's he .itancy, they made enquiry through
the high-priest by means of the Urim end Thum-
mim though what the.e r ally were, or in what
way they were consulted, we do not know, The
Lord answered the ecquiry.  Zhe Stuf—the camp
baggage of the assembled people. V. 23. In
personal appearance Saul was every iach a king.
Of command:ng presence, he was the very beau
ideal of what the peopls destrea. Thus does man
ever lnok to thy outward appearance, ch. 16: 7.
In the first blush of their enthusiasm they coined
an exprossion which has come dowa tu our own
times ¢ God save the King." V.25, Samuel
was carefu}, amid this outburst of enthusiasm, to
explain the manner of t«e Kingdom, i. e. the royal
rigats and privileges together with the limitations
to whi:h they were to basubjected. He wrots itin
a book - made a car- ful record of the whole trans-
action and placel it in custody of the priests aloag
with the sacrel archives of the natios. Samucl

wnt all the peopls away—shewing that ne stul re. | peo,

tained authority over them. V. 26, Saul also
went home to Gibcah —a small towa five mies N.
of Jerusalem. Ho did not at ouce enter upon his
kiagly offics, bu~. waited his oppurtunity. HWhose
heart God had touched —who feared God and stoo:
by their Kiug. 1lave our hearts beea toucaed by
the gracious i.flueucs of the Holy Spirit? Then
we shall evidenco our loyalty by acknowledging
Jesus as our Kiuug aud following him. V. 27.
Men of Belial—malcontents, who showed their
disaffec.ion by witholding their gifts, 2 Sam. 8.
2.6. The best gft we can offer to God is our
hearts, Ps. 51: 17.

Golden Text, 1 Samuel 12: 24,

N AMUEL was the last of the judges who unffe;

=) military with the ecclesiastical autnority
After his time the religious instruction of the
people was carried on by an unbroken line of pro.
phets, and the political government by kings.
His character is one of the purest and noblest in
O. T. history. The influenc) he exerted on the
people was second only to that of Moses : a saga-
cions and successful general : a fiaithful and fear-
less prophet : conspicously a reformer : singularly
unselfish and patriotic: an able statesman : a man
of faith and prayer. His farewell address was
made at the time of the great political change. II.
lived many years after that, ch. 25: 1, aad coa-
tinued to wield great influence. He even deposed
Saul, ch.15: 23. Vs. 13-15. Althongh asking
for & king was virtually rejecting God, yet Jehovah
had acceded to it and would not utterly reject them.
What was true of these Isarelites, has been true
all through the ages, that righteousness exalteth
a nation but sin is a reproach to any people, Prov.
14: 84. It wasso from the b:ginning, Gen. 4:7.
Vs. 16 18. He wouldshew them that although they
had a king set over them God had not surrender.d
Hus authority. Is it not wkeat harvest +—Rain s:l-
dom or never fell in that 8-aso>n: should it come
now et Samuel’s bidding it would prove to them
that he was s.ill the L ird’s prophet and entitled
to taeir coatinued respect and obedience. Greally
Jfeared the Lord and Samuel —not in the sense that
Samuel desired, bat were afraid that some terrible
judgement was coming upon them in consequence
of their wickedness ia rejecting God as their
sovereign. V. 19. In their extremity they im- -
plors Samnel to intercede for them, see Exo. 9:
23; 10: 17. While hedoes not palliate their sin,
he holds out to them the hope of God’s favour if
they will traly repent and henceforth serve Him.
The Lord is merciful and gracious, not wiling that
any should perish but that all should come t) re-
p ntance, 2 Pet. 3: 9. V21. Vain things—s
1dols are called, and the sacrifices to heathen deities
ars etyled * *vanities,” Acts.14: 15. V.22. Iu
ple—as & nation God chose them to be his pe
ple, but iadividually, they could only ba s> in e
far as theyserved him with all their hearts, Si-
vation is frecly offered to us in the Gospel : it i3 &
our peril if we reject it. V. 23. Ssmuel here sets
a sublime example to all believers to pray foral
who are out of the right way. V. 24. True fe
of the Lord lifts him who cherishes it above tht
fear of mau : it lexds to loving service and obed:
ence : it brings conviction of sin, repentance, ani
the assurance of forgiveness, Tha fear of the Lord
18 put for the whole worship of God.n Ps. 34: 11
The great things God has done for us should s

us to love and serve Him,
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Oy Own Church,

‘%‘HE SYNOD OF THE MARITIME FRO-

VINCES meets in Fcrt Massey Church,
Halifax, on Tuesday the gth of October ot
7.30 p.m. The presence of three of our be-
loved Missionaries, now on furlough, wili in-
vest this meeting with special interest. Among
the subjects to be discussed wiil be that of
Theological education—how to make the
Hall as efficient as possible : how to attract
more students : to consider the ways and
means for ministerial support : to make pro-
vision for the extension of Home and Foreign
Mission work, &c., &c. There will doubtless
be a large attendance. The most notable
thing in the West just now is the acceptance
by Rev. John M. King, D.D., of St. James
Square Church, Toronto, of the appointment
as principal and primarius professor of Divin-
ny in the Manitoba College. Whatever views
one may hold as to the expediency of multiply-
ing the schools of the prophets so as to bring
the Theological Hall, thus to speak, to every
man’s door (and by which many are doubtless
mnduced to study for the ministry who would
not do so otherwise) there can be no difference
«f opinion that the true policy of the Church
is to avail itself of the very best talent it can
command for theological teaching, more
especially in a new country where so much
depends upon a good foundation. Upon this
ground we congratulate the people of Mani-
ioba and the North-West in having secured
the services of one who is not only a ripe
scholar and who has proved himself a man of
-are administrative ability, but, what to our
mind is even more important in the circum-
stances, who is so largely imbued with e
missionary spirit and whose efforts in that
dircction have in the past been so successful.
We also congratulate Dr. King in that he has
<cen his way to make the personal sacrifice
«hich the acceptance of the officc must ne-
tessarily imply.

Our friends in the East are highly favoured,
having with them Rev. Hugh A. Robertson,
«f Erromanga, Rev. John Morton, our pioneer
missionary from Trinidad, and the Rewv.
Thomas M. Christie, of the same place.

These gentlemen have been spending their
holidays in the visitation of the congregations
in the Maritime Provinces and have doubtless
been instrumental in greatly increasing and
extending the intcrest of the people in theit
special work and the cause of missions
generally.

PERSONAL.—.Mr. Barclay, the minister
clect of St. Paul's Church, Montreal, was tc
sail from Glasgow on the 27th ultimo. .3/r.
Herridge of St. Andrew’s Church, Ottawa.
proceeds to the old country this month with
the intention of remaining six months. Weare
not aware whether it is his intention to * walk
the colleges,” or to do the Continent ; in either
case w2 wish him a good time and hope he
will not come back until he has seen the cave
of Macpelah. Professor Ross, B.D., hitherto
minister of Lachine, has transferred his resi-
dence to Kingston on the University staff of
which he now takes his place as professor of
Apologetics and New Testament Criticism.
He has our best wishes for his success. Prin-
cipal Dawson, of McGill College, Montreal,
has gone to Britain on a twelve month’s leave
of absence. Dr. Cockrane, convener of As-
sembly’s Home Mission Committee, has re.
turned to Brantford from an cxtensive tour in
the North-West. We refer our readers to the
admirable account he has given of his tiip in
this number of the Record. It is arranged
that the fftieth anniversary of Rev. Dr.
Macleod’s ordination will be celebrated at
Sidney, C. B., on the 3rd of October.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

KEMPTVILLE and OXFORD MIiLLS: Brock-
ville~ Rev. H. J. McDiarmid, formerly of East
Gloucester, Offawu, was inducted on the 4tb
of September.

TRENTON : Kingston.—Rev. W. T. Wilkins,
formerly of Belgrave, Mfait/and, was inducted
on the gth of August.

ST. HYACINTHE : Montreal. —~Rev. Anthony
Couboue was ordained and inducted on the
7th of August.

TORONTO: Chalmer's Church.—Mr. John
Mutch having accepted a call to this charge
his ordination and induction were appointed
to’take place on the 25th of September.

SouTH GOWER: Brockuville.—Rev. James
Pullar, formerly of Lynedoch, Hamilton, was
inducted on the 4th of September.

MORRISBURGH and IROQUOIS: Brockusile.
—Rev. G. D. Bayne of Wakefield was induct-
ed on the 11th of September.

MEAFORD : Owen Sound.—Rev. J. T. Pat-
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terson of Hanover was inducted on the 4th of
September.

NOEL: Halifar.—Mr. Edward Thorpe was
ordained and inducted on the 28th of August,

SPRINGHILL: a/llace.—Mr. J. M. Robin-
son was ordained and inducted on the 14th of
August.

CaLLs.—Rev. Malcoim Campbell of Strath-
lorne, C. B, to Woodville and Little Sands ;
Mr. C. S. Lord, B.D., to Georgetown and
Montague ; Mr. A. W. Mahon, M.A,, to St
Peter's and Brackley Point Road—all of
Prince Edward Island.

DEMISSIONS.—Rev. Wm. M.
Beachburg, ZLanark and Renfrew.
Matthew Wilson of Sydney, C.B.

NEW CHURCHES.

LoweER NAPaAN, AMiramichi. — The new
Presbyterian Church at this place was dedica-
ted for divine service on the 19th of August,
when there was present a large assemblage
from Chatham and other adjoining places.
The services were conducted by Rev. E. 'W.
Waits of Chatham, and Rev. John Robertson
of Black River. The collection amounted to
$60.

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, Chatham, N.B.,
was re-opened on 19th August after having
been closed for painting and repairs. It now
presents a very inviting appearance.

RosE VALLEY, P. £, /—A neatly con-
srtucted church edifice for the use of Rose
Valley section of Strathalbyn congregation,
P. E. L, was opened for Divine worship on
Sabbath the 2nd of September. Rev. M. Mac-
Leod, pastor, officiating ia Gaelic in the
morning, Rev. Mr. Surling, New London,
P. E. L, in theafternoon in English, preached
an able and appropriate sermon from Haggai
2: 7. This church is built in the gothic style,
fitted up with every modern improvement to
accommodate about 400 people. Great credit
is due to the Rose Valley people for the heart
and vigour with which they prosecuted the
work of such a building.

Christie of
Rev.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS
FUND.
( Westerm Section.)

ANNUAL COLLECTION.

Ay

M7HE Annual Collection for the Aged and
&) Infirm Ministers’ Fund is appointed hy
he Assembly to be made on the THIRD SAB-
BATH of OCTOBER.

Particulars regarding this important scheme
of the Church arc to be found in the Annua
Report (see Appendix to Assembly Minute-.
p. ~xix.), to which the attention of ministeis i-
requested, in the hope that they will use their
best endeavours to interest their congregation-
in the Fund. The report shows that, in June
jast, there were fAirty-two annuitants on the
Fund, sér having been added during the yea:
A further addition, of at least as many more.
may be expected during the current year, the
Assembly having sanctioned the retirement «!
eight ministers ; so that the number of annw-
tants for :ae year will be about forZy, or doubl»
the numter on the list five years ago. Tl
reference to the rapid increase of the number
of Leneficiaries is enough to show how heay:
is the strain to which the Fund is subjected
at the present time. Many congregations hae
responded most generously to the call
larger contributions. Were their examp!-
generally followed, there can be no reasonable
doubt that the income would fully suffice nat
only for the payment of annuities at the presvn:
rate, but for some considerable increase. The
amount expended in annuities last year was
close upon $7,000. In view of the increase of
the number of bheneficiaries, not much less
than $8,000 will be required for the curren:
year. Allow for the expense of mar. - - .g the
Fund (say $250), and estimating the income
from ministers’ rates and interest on ca .ital a:
$2,000, the congregational contributions must
come up to about $6,500, if a satisfactory
report for the year is to be presented to the
AssemMy. This amount, it 1s hoped, will be
cheerfully contributed with a view to the com-
fort of the present beneficiaries, who cannor.
iike the ministers of the coming generation,
derive benefit from the capital, which will not.
at its present rate of increase, form an import
ant source of annual revenue for some year:
to come.—JAMES MiIDDLEMISS.

s

Reetings of Rreshytevies

@ YDNEY, C. B., August 7 :—The Preshs-
=) terymet at Sydney Mines. Rev. A. Far
quharson was chosen moderator for the
ensuing year. Thc deputation that had vis
ted Cape North reported through Mr. Drua
mond. The visit had necessarily been aen
toilsome one, owing to the lack of roads ax
the great distance. The congregation ws
found in a prosperous condition. Rev. Mathes
Wilson's retirement from the active dutics of
the ministry was accepted, in accordance with
the General Assembly’s permission, and ay
plication made on his behalf for a reunzf
allowance of $300 from the Aged and Inir
Ministers’ Fund.--G. L. GORDON, (/4.
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, Awngust 29 -—
The Presbytery met at Charlottetown. The
follcwing calls were sustained : Georgetown
and Montague, to Mr. C. S. Lord, B.D. ; St.
Peter's and Brackley Point Roads, to Mr. A.
W. Mahon, M.A., and Woodville and Little
Sands, to Rev. Malcolm Campbell, Strathlorne,
Cape Breton. Mr. Duncan McGregor ad-
dressed the Presbytery on the subject of
Church work. Rev. John MacMillan, B.D.,
Truro, was nominated for Moderator of Synod
to be held in October. Appointments to
vacancies were made as far as the supply of
preachers enabled Presbytery to do so.—]J. M.
MacLEOD, Clk.

TRUROC, Sept. 4:—Presbytery granted mod-
eration in call to Parrsborough.  Rev. James
Maclean, Great Village, was nominated for
Moderator of the approaching Synod. The
trial exercises of two students, \W. H. Spencer
and W. J. Newhinney, were approved. Mr.
Blanchard reported that $100 had been raised
towards removing the debt of Maccan church.
A conference is requested with the Presbytery
of Wallace with a view to the arrangement of
boundaries.—J. H. CHASE, C/k.

HALIFAX, Auwugust 28:—The Presbytery
met at Noel, a secluded district where a loyal
but small congregation had been vacant for four
vears. A call to Mr. Edward Thorpe had
been accepted, and this meeting was heid
chiefly with a view to his ordination and in-
duction. The secrvices were attended by a
large congregation who manifested unusual
mterest in the day’s nroceedings. Steps are
to be taken to secure a manse for the new
pastor.  $60o are already subscribed, and an
clder from aneighbouring congregation added
$100.—:\. S1MPSON, Clk.

LANARK AMD RENFREw, Awgwst 28 :—
Nincteen ministers and ten elders were pre-
sent. Mr. A, A. Scott was elected moderator.
Commissioners to the late General Assembly
reported their diligence ; 14 out of the 16
dected had attended. Several student mis-
-wnarics appeared, were examined, and the
derk was directed to certify them to their
several coileges.  Mr. Christie, Beachburg,
tendered the resignation of his charge, and ail
ariies directed to appear at an adjourned
meeting.  Arrangements for holding the an-
nual missionary meectings and preaching of
missionary sermons were submitted, sanctioned
and ordered to be printed for distribution.
The grants from the Home Mission were re-
vised and several matters connested with the
extension and consolidation of the Mission
fields considered. The annual rcport of the
Pieshytery’s Statistical and Financial Com-
mittee, prepared by Mr. R. Bell, was submit-
ted, carefully considered, and a table of com-
parisons, extending over the past five years,
directed to be printed for circulation among

the Sessions of the Bounds. A notice of a
motion for a division of the Presbytery inta
the Presbytery of Lanark and the Presbytery
of Renfrew was laid on the table to Fe taken
up and considered at next meeting.—J. CROM-
BIE, Clk.

BRUCE, August 7 :—Mr. Patterson accepted
the call from Meaford and Griersville, and was
relecased from his charge. At a previous
meecting the congregation of St. Andrew's
Church, Paisley, in connecticn with the
Church of Scotland, was by petition received
as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. Mr. John Anderson, a licentiate
of the Church of Scotland, applied to be re-
ceived.—J. GOURLAY, C/4.

TORCNTO, September 4 :—There was read a
communication from Rev. Dr. King, setting
forth in substance that, after much and [ in-
ful perplexity, he had seen his way to accept
the appointment offered to him by the Gene-
ral Assembly, of Principal and Professor of
Theology in Manitoba College. The Preshy-
terv appointed Rev. Dr. NMicLaren to preach
to Dr. King’s congregation the following Sab-
bath, to intimate to them the fact of his
acceptance, and cite them to appear for their
interests at an adjofmed mee:ing, to be held
on the 25th September. The call to Rev. R.
P. Mackay from Knox Church, Guelph, was
taken up, and Mr. M. informed the Presbytery
that he had notified the comunissioners ex-
pected from Guelph of his purpose to decline
the call. The Presbytery agreed to record
satisfaction with said decision. Rev. A. Gil-
ray rcported moderating in a call to Rew.
John Muteh, M.A,, probationer, from Brock-
ton, now Chalmer’s Church, congregation,
Toronto. The call was sustained, and Mr,
Mutch accepted of the same. It was left to
the clerk to assign him a subject for triai ser-
mon, and in case of its being sustained, his
ordin ‘tion was fixed for the 25th of the month,
Rev. A. Wilson to preach, Rev. H. M. Par-
sons to deliver the charge, and Rev. A. Gil-
ray to preside and address the congregation.
A letter was read from Mr. J. Builder, B.A,,
student, asking the Presbytery to take him on
public probationary trials, as also t> ordain
and designate him as a Foreign Missionary.
The Presbytery instructed the clerk to write
to Paris Presbytery ancnt the applization, and
to ascertain from them whether they would
transfer the authority given them by the
General Assembly to ordain and designate
Mr. Builder. There was read a minute of the
Presbytery of Lindsay anent a proposal to
unite the congregatior of St. Andrew’s Church,
Scott and Uxbridge, in said Presbytery, with
that of Mount Albert, in the Presbytery of
Toronto. It was moved and agreed to record

approval of the proposed union, to authorize
the minister of Mount Albert to supply the
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other congregation named oa and after the
first Sabbath of October, and to apply to the
Synod of Toronto and Kingston to give its
pproval to the proposed union, as also to de-
terinine which of the two Presbyteries shall
ave the superintendence of the united charge.
\fter examination, Messrs. Tames Ross Kay,
\ndrew McNab, Allan Patterson and Lucius
i.mes were ordered to be attested for admis-
ion as students at Knox College.—R. MoN-
1EAN, Cl4

LINDSAY, Awugust 28:—Rev. A. Currie,
NM.AL, was elected moderator, 12 ministers
presentand 11 elders. Documents were read
on union of Scott and Uxbridge with Mount
Albert.  Presbytery approved and send to
Toronto Presbytery. Scssion records and
Treasurer’s books to bz examined next regular
meeting. Discourses heard from four stu-
dents and sustained. Deputation appointed
to visit district in regard to organizing a sta-
tion Mr. Robert Myers gave in trials which
were sustained, and he was licensed. Mission
ciaims considered and granted.—J. R. SceTT,
Cilk.

LONDON : September 4 :—Rev. Alex. Burr,
formerly of Komoka, appliegl for and reccived
a Presbyterial certificate, as he has been ap-
pointed to missionary work in Dakota. The
Presbyterian Church at East Williams—one
of the very few that did not take part in the
union of 1875—applied to be received, and
were instructed how they should proceed in
the matter. The resignation of Rev. W. R.
Sutherland, of Ekfrid, was accepted. Dr.
Evans, of the } ~tt53ist Church being present,
he was invited to sit as a corresponding mem-
ber. Mr. Murray reported the steps which
had been taken to organize a congregation in
South London. Thirty persons had been ad-
mitted as communicants, to form a congrega-
tion as soon as the church is built, which will
cost some $11,000. [t was agreed that the
congregation be erected. The report of the
Home Mission Committee was given in by
Mr. Rennie and was fully considered and
adopted. The report on statistics was pre-
santed by Mi. Wright. It was agreed that it
be printed and distributed 11 each family of
the bounds. Attention was called to the prac-
tice of members leaving the Presbytry prema-
turely, and it was agreed that some action be
taken to prevent members from absenting
themselves before the close of the court, with-
out leave of absence. GEO. SUTHERLAND,
Cik.

QUEBEC : September 11 :—Rev. J. Y. Third
was transferred to the Presbytery of Hamilton.
The tax on congregations outside of cities, for
Presbytery expenses was fixed at § cts. per
communicant. The ordination and induction
of Mr. James Ferguson, B. A. was appointed
to take place at Kennebec Road on the gth

Oct. It was agreed to proceed at once with
the ervection of mission chusches at Agnes and
the Chaudiere. The following gentlemen were
appointed to secure congregational reports for
the Assembly,—on Temperance, C. E. Ama-
ron, on S. Schools.,, F. . Sym, on'the State of
Religion J. C. Cattanach, on Statigtics, F. M.
Dewey. A committee was appointed to cor-
respond with the view of increasing the circu-
lation of the Record. Mi. J. C. Cattanach
was appointed treasurer for the Morris Col-
lege Fund. Congregations were urged to
form missionary associations. A dcputation
was appointed to visit Metis. A committee
was appointed to devise mcans to aid the
Assemby in the matter of increasing the sti-
pends of ministers. Arrangements were made
for holding missionary meetings througkout
the bounds of the Presbytery. Messrs. J.
McLeod, J. A. McLean, R. Gamble and A
W. McConechy, students, were certified to their
espective colleges. F. M. DEWEY, C/k.

<
o

Obituary.

qMR. JOHN CURRIE, for many years an
X& elder of the Church in the Township
of Sunnidale, Ont., died at Stayner on 7th
February, in the 88th year of his age. He
was a native of Islay, Argyleshire, Scotland.
He had the happiness of seeing one of his
sons become a minister of the Gospel—the
Rev. Hugh Currie, of Keady, Ont.

MR. Isaac DUNSMORE, for twenty years a
ruling elder in the Congregation of Noel, N.S,,
died on the 13th of August, aged 71—a faith-
ful and respected officer of the church, he will
be greatly missed.

MR ROBERT CLARK, a respected elder of
the Church, and for many years superinten-
dent of the Sabbath-school at St. Stephen, N
B., died recently after a painful illness of five
years duration. He was a native of Ireland,
and had resided at St. Stephen for more than
torty years.

MRS. ALEXANDER, wife of the Rev. Thomas
Alexander, of Mount Pleasant, died there on
tire 2nd of August, in her 78th year. She was
a native of Perth, Scotland, and one of the ex-
cellent ones of the earth. Mr. Alexanderis
now one of our oldest ministers in the active
service of the Church. He cameto Canadan
1834, under the auspices of the Colonial Com-
mittee of the Church of Scotland. In 1847 he
returned to his native land and was employed
by the Home Mission Committee of the Free
Church during a period of ten years. Coming
back to Canada in 1857, he became pastor ot
Percy and Seymour. For the last cleven
years he has been minister of Mount Pleasan
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and Burford At each of th(SP places \Xr
Alexander has been the means of having new
churches built—both free of debt. Although
now 8 years of age, he is still hale and hearty,
drives twelve miles and preaches twice every
Sunday. Let younger men take courage.

My HreH MCNEIL died at Argyle, Guys-
borcach Co,, N.S, on the 17th Auqust. Jle
was 70 years of age, and had been a ruling
ddder for aver thirty-five years.  lie superin-
<ended the Sabbath-school in his own district,

and was most faithful and diligent in visiting
his neighbours and waking them to a hcttc
life.

> o

Eeelesiastt al Arews,

T 15 now sind -hat the Rev.o Ko M. Thorn-
I‘) ton, the munster elect of Camden Road
Church, London, will be the tallest minister in
he Presbytry of London!  Canadians don’t
‘neasure their ministers by the yard-stick.
There i1s one here of diminutive stature, who
weighs only ninety-seven pounds, but who can
talk faster and does more work than almost
.ny other minister in the Dominion of Canada.
Rev. A. N. Somerville, the venerable and en-
thusiastic Scottish Evangelist, has returned to
i:lasgow from his lengthened campaign in
South Africa, and is gradually regaining his
lost strength.  Edinburgh has given birth toa
~zw institution of which the venerable Dr.
Begg is the foster-father and first president.
It 15 called “The Free Church Defence
Association.” It has issued a manifesto in
which it is declared that the resolution of last
Assembly on the subject of instrumental
music “1s so framed as to Xet in the evil, and
vet avoid the consequences,” apparently domv
much, but in reality decic’ ag nothing. The
document goes on to ask—*“What is it that
we seck?  We hold by all the principles of the
Disruption. We have made no change, and
desire none.  Surely this is a reasonable posi-
tion, and by the blessing of God, we are de-
termined to maintain it. On the other hand,
if new men have come into our Church, it has
been with a solemn pledge to maintain our
principles. If they have changed their minds
they are bound to leave the Church, and go
where their new views will be gratified. To
stay and torment and weaken the Church by
endless proposals of change is discreditable.
It would not be tolerated in any human
sotiety, and least of all should it be found in
the Church of Christ, and on the part of men
who have solemnly vowed that they wili study
the peace and unity of the Church, and follow
no divisive courses. The time, we trust, is
near at hand when there shall be a loud cry
from all parts of the Presbytertan Church for
a pure Presbyterianism, instead of that miser-

jine! its
J
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unsound doctrine, theatrical worship, and
overbearing l)olicy by which our professcdly
Presbyterian Churches are all at present more
or less infected.” A similar hue-and-cry was
raised in the Church of Scotland a few years
ago by certaiu of the conservative party who
got it into their heads that the “ Church Ser-

vice Socicty ” was going to ruin the Church.

Time, the great healer, has shewn their fear-
to be groundless. That Church was neve
more prosperous than she is to-day, and it i+
hailed as an anspicious event, and in some
sense a guarantee for the “soundness ” of the
Saciety, that that “‘ canniest” of conservatives,
t.2 Tuv. Professor Charteris has recently
ranks. At the Commission of the
Free Church, lately held in Edinburgh, it was
agreed to call upon all the ministers to direct
the zrtention of their congregations to the
fourth centenary of the birth of Martin Luther
on 11th of November next. Dr. Begg gave o
graphic account of a visit he had pnd to the
imprisoned Strome Ferry rioters in the Calton
jail. He found that these ten men had their
hair cropped like felons, that their clothes had
been taken from them, that they were dressed
in the prison garb, and were confined in
separate cells. They were not allowed the
least intercourse with one another, and they
had not seen any one, save thelr keepers, and
those immediately connected with the defence
of their case.  He said the cropping of their
hair revealed the true charaeter of the men—
better phrenological development than that of
those noble men could not be imagined !
Grander looking, more pfgcely men he had
never set eyes upon. It was true their zeal for
the honour of the Lord’s Day had got the
better of their discretion—they werc justly
amenable to law, but he thought their punish-
ment onght to be mitigated. A motion was
accardingly adopted memorializing the Home
Sccretary and -equesting that the ciemency

of the Crown be extended to the prisoners.

It was also agrced to express concurrence in
the measure for a Local Government Board
in Scotland under consideration in Parliament.

and to suggest that the management of edu-
cational matters in Scotland should be en-

trusted to such Board instead of being incor-

porated as it has been for a few years with the
ncw natianal school system. Dr Begg wa:

convinced of the necessity of Scotland ‘havi ing
more power in the management of its own
affairs thanit hashad since the union with Eng-

land. lie thought the colonics were in a far
more favourable position in regard to their
local affairs then was Scotland Two barefaced
attempts have lately been made to impose on
the credulity of the Christian public. The one,

the alleged discovery of Noah's Ark among
the snows of Ararat, may be dismissed as a
bad joke. The other is a first-class pious
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fraud, planned with a design to deceive and to
levy blackmail upon any government or anti-
quarian society that might be induced to give
it credence. The Skapira Manuscript, which
has been paraded before scientists as the
veritable parchments on which the Book of
Deutronomy was first written is pronounced
by them to be a forgery. If for no other rea-
<on, Prefessor Sayce says that the sheepskin
on which it is written could have lasted for
three thousand years only by a miracle, “and
there is no evidence to believe that this has
taken place.” The detection of this fraud has
tended to weaken faith in the genuineness of
ihe celebrated “ Moabite Stone,” the genuine-
ness of which indeed has always been ques-
tioned Dy the majority of archzologists.

METHODIST UNION.--The union of the four
Methodist Churches of Canada is now an
accomplished fact. The first meeting of the
united body was held in Belleville on the sth
of September. The negotiations which have
preceded have been long and anxiously con-
ducted. While thare was, t1ll the last moment,
a very considerable diversity of opinion as to
the details of the basis, and a pretty large vote
against proceeding with the union at present,
nothing is clearer than the substartial unani-
mity of all partics as to the desirability of
union per se. And that the wholc proccedings
have gone forward under cover of decp con-
scieatious conviction is alse very apparent.
Some of the leading men who were muost pro-
nounced in their opposition to the union while
it was a matter of debate, now that it is accom-
plished have gracefully accepted the situation
and will be the frst to throw their influcnce
into the scale of orderly reconstruction. The
objections, so far as we can learn, have arisen
largely from financial considerations. Many
fearing that the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund
and other benevolent institutions might suffer
from the strain to which they must incvitably
be subjected. But faith and hope triumphed
over despondency. Where so many interests
are to be consulted, the United Church will
need all the wisdom and prudence it can com-
mand. Unlike the Presbyterians, they have
wone into this union without very clearly defin-
ing their basis, and without lemslation neces-
sary to secure them in the enjoyment of their
church property. One of the churches, indeed
—the Bible Christian—even voted all but un-
animously for the union in spite of the remon-
strances of the parent Church in the old
country with which it stood in close connec-
tion. But where so fine a spirit has heen
manifested there is not a shadow of a doubt
that all will come right in the end.

THE BAPTISTS of Canada have made a new
departure, the consequences of which will be
watched with great interest by other denomi-
mations. They have resolved upon closing cer-

tain of their theological colleges and concen-
trating theicr efforts in the equipment and
maintenance of one Theological College in
Toronto for the whole Dominion. The MAc-
MASTER HALL, as the institution is called, is
to be put on a footing of efficiency second to
no Theological College in America ; at least
such is Mr. MacMaster’s desire, and he has
expressed his willingness to expend, if neces-
sary, half a million of doiars towards its
accomplishment. If it is too late to recom-
mend the Presbyterians to follow the example.
the Methdists would do well to profit by it
while they are remodelling their constiuttion
The principle has much to commend it.

Edenburgh August 30.

Rev. B. Willamson will be inducted into St.
Cuthbert’s on the 6th Scptember. Only twg
years ago he was appointed assistant to the
minister of North Leith. On the charge be-
coming vacant, he was chosen minister of the
parish, his induction taking place as recently
as 1882. Here, with 2 Communion Roll ot
2,400 and with two assistants, he has been d-
ing good service. But for so young a man the
work must be very heavy. Now, Mr. W.
undertakes with Dr. McGregor the care of, 1
might say, the largest and most influential
pansh in Scotland, with a population of 83,
000 and a Communion Roll of 3,097. To us.
Canadians, these figures are enormous, as
they ars even here. [ mention them to show
the amount of work devolving upon a minister
who means to be faithful to his trust, and who
has under his sapervision a congregation of
such proportions, with a parochial machirery
of such vast extent. In Canada it is more
expanse of territory, here it is the number of
souls under a minister’s care. A Communion
Roll of over 3,000 means an amount ¢f over-
sight, even with two assistants, which few men
could, without serious thought, undert. ke
Meanwhile Mr. Williamson’s career, whic
has thus far been so exceptional, wiil
watched with much interest. Scldom,indee
has so young a man met such success. {tien-
eral ecclesiastical news still lag during the
holidays. To write of them seems like writic]
about parliamentary affairs, after parhunen:
has risen. A few speeches from public wen
is all that can be had. But pubiic ecclesiss
tics are all in retirement, breathing the moun-
tain air (not sipping the “dew ), or wa~ling
away the dust and worry of the year in the
ocean wave. So for want of better employment
the wrathy writers are busy discussing the
concomitants of the Highland communions.
To some eyes, there is nothing in these hut
sin. While other and more generous cnitics
rejoice in those gatherings, with ait ther
solemnity, as having been the means of very

much grace to their own souls. Possibly
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there are two sides to the shield. Some com-
munions are conducted without noise and
commotion, while otiici> imay have attached
to them some objectionable features. We
ourselves have witnessed scenes on such occa-
sions that were of a very annoying and sad
charactei. The worshippers were not to
blame, nor was the communion in fault, but a
loose and frivolous portion of a community
dwelling at long distances from the scene,
took occasion to make of this great gathering
of people, a time of revelry and sin. The only
other subject demanding public attention is
the fact that certain congregations worship
together just now, alternating their services so
as to allow the ministers to have their holi-
days in turn! Well, it is surprising to see
how much ingenuity is displayed in showing
what terrible ecclesiastical consequences may
ensue from so unusual a course of procedure
as this. In fact, the degeneracy ard not re-
mote downfall of the Church are within the
very possible and rot unlikely results! Con-
fusion and congregationalism, laxity and dis-
cipline, not to speak of laxity of ccclesiastical
connection are within easy reach. But it often
happens that when big affairs are laid to quiet
repose the small fry take great occasion to
air themselves.—D.

IRELAND. — Before the notes of last
month came into the hands of the readers of
the RECORD the Rev. Robert Knox, D.D., of
Belfast, had passed away. For over 40 years
he ministered to the congregation of Linen
Hall Street, besides a few years spent in the
mission field in the west and in a pastoral
charge in Coleraine. His name was a fami-
liar one on both sides of the Atlantic. What-
ever he did he did it with a whole-hearted
enthusiasm. It need hardly be said that he
was much and deservedly esteemed by his
own congregation. His name will for all time
to come be remembered in connection with
the Presbyterian Town Mission of Belfast.
He gave much time and attention to the
founding and success of schools. And for
years past he has most prominently been
identificd with the Pan-Presbyterian Council
which is to hold the next General Councilin Bel-
fast thecoming summer. Aslongashard honest
work and enlightened zeal count as factors in
the cause of Christ, so lung will the memory
of Robert Knox be a blessed one. The
minutes of the late meeting of Assembly have
just come to hand. When compared with
our own Acts and Proceedings there are in-
teresting points both of resemblance and of
contrast. The Mission Reports in Ireland are
ot at least for many years past they have not
becn, bound up with the minutes, they always
appear in a large number of the Aissionary
Herald which corresponds in a general way to

our RECORD. On the other hand, there appear
in the body of the minutes quite a number of
reports and some of them of considerable
length, all of which with us are relegated to
the appendix. The report on sustentation and
relative documents, together with the proceed-
ings of Assembly thercanent, take up more
than 30 pages of the minutes proper. The
following statistics will be of interest to the
readers of the RECORD: There are § Synods,
37 Presbyteries (one of these is in India), 5§55
congregations, 626 ministers, 78,288 familics.
and 102,340 communicants. The amount
raised for all purposes during the year was, in
round numbers, £150,000 sterling, being
£ 1,450 in advance of last vear, and the Iargest
cver raised except in 1878 and 1879, two «x-
ceptionally prosperous years. Since 1879
there has been a decrease every year in the
number uof families, communicants and stipend
payers. This to a large extent is no doubt,
duc to emigration, but 1t is also in part due ta
more accurate returns. In the Presbyteries
in the south and west there is a slight increasc
within the last twenty years, while in the north
there are Presbyteries in which communicants
have been reduced in that period nearly one-
half. While decreasing in numbers, it is satis-
factory to note that amidst all the trouble the
country is involved in there is a steady growth
in the givings of the Presbyteriamr people to
religious purposes. Rev. Archibald Robinson
of Broughstane has been nominated by two
Presbyteries for the Moderatorship of the
General Assembly. Rev. David M‘Meeking
of Ballymena has received a pressing and un-
animous invitation from the Presbyterian
Church of Manchester, Virginia, U.S., and
will likelyaccept it. He is an able and learned
man, and would be a valuable accession to the
ministerial strength of the Presbyterian
Church of that respectable old state.  H.

DR. COCHRANE’'S VISIT TO THE
NORTH-WEST.

Continued from last montk’s Record.

My last communication was mailed at Port
Arthur, as we had completed our voyare over
Lake Superior and entered Thunder Bay.
The oftener one sails over this noble sheet of
water. the more is he impressed with its vast
extent and value. It was an Irishman we be-
lieve, who once said of “ Lake Superior,” that
“ould Ireland could be dumped into it, and
scarce make a ripple on the water.” Making
all allowance for this somewhat extravagant
eulogy, it certainly is not wonderful, that
tourists and travellers from the old world,
should be lost in amazement at the magnifi-
cent water stretches of the new. After leaving
Sault Ste. Marie, we pass through White Fish

Bay into Lake Superior. Qi cur route we
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meet the old steamer “ Magnet” of the Owen
Sound Company, still doing excellent service
on this line, as she did years ago between
Toreonto and Montreal. At midnight we meet
the new and crack ship of the Sarnia line,
“ The United Empire” and as we lcave Silver
Islet, “ The Campana” of the Collingwood
Company, one of the fastest and staunchest
crafts afloat.

SILVER ISLET, as its name implies, is the
spot where for many years the Silver Mining
Company have operated with varying success.
The Islet itself is like a very speck on the
lake, and one wonders, where and how such
tons of ore have been excavated from what
seems so small a piece of rock. The village
on the mainland, is principally composed of
the miners and their families, and those con-
nected with the works. The scenery here is
somewhat bleak and barren, reminding you of
certain localities in the Scottish Highlands.
The soil is utterly unfit for successful agricul-
wre as far as one can judge from a distant
view on the steamer’s deck, but is said to be
rich in minerals of various kinds. .\t Silver
Islet, our Church began missionary operations
about the same as we entered on similar work
at Sault Ste. Marie and Port Arthur. Butat
present and for the last three years we have
had no representative at this point. The Pro-
testant element being too small to admit of
more than one minister for all denominations,
and the Methodist Church having entered the
field, and sent a missionary, our Church in
order to unity of action, withdrew their supply.
But now the Methodist Church, to whom we
surrendered the place, has also withdrawn, and
the Roman Catholic priest has full possession !
‘The Presbyterian Church is in no way to
blame, as the course pursued was on the ad-
vice of members of our Church in Silver Islet,
but those who succeeded us in our work, ought
10 have intimated their intention to withdraw,
and given a chance to evangelical denomin-
ations to re-enter, and possess the field.

PORT ARTHUR.—Two hours more and we
enter Thunder Bay, or Port Arthur as it is now
named by the C. P.R- Ten years ago when
we made our first visit to this locality, ke
Landing as it was then called, consisting of a
few straggliug houses, with Mrs. Flaherty’s
Hotel on the edge of the dock, the only one
in the village. But where the hotel stood, has
long since been converted into solid land, and
instead of one, they are now almost innumer-
ible. You cannot walk any distance without
heing struck with the extraordinary number of
drinking places of all descriptions. On Sab-
baths when the drinking places are closed, the
town is remmarkably quiet and orderly, but
during the week, it 15 sadly otherwise. Pas-
-ing the bar-rooms, ynu hear the shaking of
Jicc boxes, where drinks are gambled for, and

on the street, one meets with frequent speci-
mens of helpless drunkeness. This deplorable
condition of affairs, is no doubt incideat to the
mixed character of the population in this ra-
pidly growing town, but surely the laws must
either be terribly lax, or their enforcement a
nullity, when such numerous dens of drunken-
ness are not only permitted, but sanctioned.

No town within our knowledge has grown
so rapidly, within the last few years as Port
Arthur. [tisnow the connecting link between
the Lake Superior steamer and the C. P. R.
direct line to Winnipeg. The frontage of the
town, is lined with docks, and the Railway
Company are busy preparing to build freight
houses, break waters and grain elevators of
the largest proportions. In 1882 the population
numbered 2000, with yo business houses of
different kinds. It is now over 3000, with ra-
pid indications of growth in every direction.
Whether all the hopes entertained by sanguine
business men and selfish speculators, regard-
ing its future, will be realized, is as yet pro-
blematical, but that it will a'way be a point of
considerable importance, cannot be doubted.
It has far more of a city-like appearance than
Winnipeg had ten years ago, which in that
brief period has grown from some 1500 to
25,000! Tort Arthur has a fire Town Hall,
used during the week for civic and secular
purposes, and at present on Sabbath by the
Presbyterian and Episcopalian bodies pend-
ing the erection of their respective places ot
worship. It has also a Methodist church,
Roman Catholic church, schools and convent,
a public school, a branch of the Ontario Bank,
two evening papers and a Mechanics’ Institute.
It is well supplied with all the better class of
literature of the day—in a word, the place has
already all the ordinary appliances of our
larger cities. The Rev. Mr. Herald, formerly
of Dundas, has been in charge of this impor-
tant point for two years to the great
satisfaction his people and the committee
The lot they bought for a church scme years
ago at the cost of $200, they sold last week for
$1600, and expect alsoto sell from the manse
grounds, lots to the value of $2,000. They have
reserved a fine corner lot of the latter property,
on which they are now erecting a neat, but
handsome brick building at a cost of $7,000.
Qur cause at Port Arthur is on the whole, ex-
ceedingly encouraging. The membership in-
cludessomeof the best citizens of the place, and
we are not without good hope, that ere long 1t -
willbeself-sustaining. OntheSabbathIpreach-
ed to large audiences, morning and evening,
and held 2 meeting with the office-bearers
of the congregation. It is perhaps needless to
protest again regarding the open Sabbath de-
secration that prevails here by railroads and
steamboats. As regards the latter, less canbe
said, as once a voyage is begun it must be
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ended. But there can be no excuse whatever
for the loading and unloading of all kinds of
vessels and the ceaseless work and traffic in
the freight sheds of the C. P. R. all day long
on Sabbath, the engines are busy shunting
<ars and making up trains. Our Canadian Sab-
baths are fast becoming like those across the
line, and will very soon, [ fear, be devoted to
buymg and selling, pleasure secking and
amusement rather than rest from secular
l.bour and the worship of Almighty God.
RaT PORTAGE.—Leaving Port Arthur by
the C. P. R. we reach this point after a journey
of eighteen hours. Ten years ago the Dawson
Route, by waggon and steam launches on the
many lakes that traverse this section, was put
in operation, but was not, to say the least, very
popular. The long dreary road with its
fatigue, exposure and misquitoes was too much
even for the tourists and sportsmen, and even
less relished by the ordinary traveller. It was
indeed only intended as a temporary experi-
ment, until the railway was completed to Win-
nipeg, but it was given up sooner even than
expected. The C. P. R. for a considerable
part of the journey towards the “Barclay
Station,” way between Port Arthur and
\Vinnipeg, is anything but smooth. It reminds
une of the rocking of a ship rather than the
stcady run of a well ballasted railway. The
nrst half of the journey is through an exceed-
ingly poor and sterile country, destitute of
settlements and roads and wooded with
scraggy trees that look more like hop pole.
than serviceable timber. Somc of the bridges
Jlong the route are exceedingly shakey con-
siructions—at least they appear so to the ordin-
ary traveller. That the road has been so
soen completed as it is, is indeed a marvel of
perseverance and it is in no spirit of fault find-
ing that we mention the feelings of many who
patronise it, and hope that ere long stronger
hridges may be built, and any real or fancied
fears of disaster removed.

Rut Portage, which has of late gained con-
~derable notoriety as the scene of a bloodless
onilict between representatives of Manitoba
«nd the Ontario Government, is a beautiful
attle town of some 1,500 or 2,000 of a popula-
uon, six hours journey from Winnipeg and
aghteen from Port Arthur. [tis situated on
«nd around the “Lake of the Woods,” one of
prettiest sheets of water anywhere to be found
on the British American Continent. The C.
! R. enters the town through a deep cutting
of rock peculiar to this whole region. The
comparatively rapid growth and settlement of
Rat Portage within the last two or three years
isdue to the lumber and mining interests all
dong the “Lake of the Woods,” and the
Winnipeg River. There are several large
qaw-mills at Rat Portage and Keewatin, the
Hulson Bay Company has also a large store

and warehouse here and nearly every branch
of industry is represented. In addition to the
mining and lumbering interests, the place is
destined to become a fashionable watering
place for the people of Winnipeg and other
cities on the Western Prairie. The scenery
and boating and fishing facilities cannot be
surpassed. The Roman Catholic, Methodist
and Presbyterian Churches have missionaries
stationed here—the latter having just finished
a beautiful house of worship, and a comfort-
able parsonage for the Rev. Mr. Tibbs, who
has recently been taken from Kapid City to
this important point. Mr. Tibbs has already
gained the affections of his people and the con-
fidence of the community, and both in the
pulpit and other public occasions, most ably
represents our Church. Altogether the pro-
spects of Rat Portage are exceedingly good,
although it sufieis at present from the general
depression in Winnipeg and the unsettled
political relations which it has sustained for
some time towards Manitoba and Ontario.
Six hours travel land us once more in Win-
nipeg. The first half of the journey between
Rat Portage and the capital is exceedingly
attractive by reason of the numerous lakes
that are seen along the railway track. Then
the country assumes an entirely different ap-
pearance and the wide-spreading prairies of
the great North-West come into view.

WINNIPEG.— So much has been written of
this civy during the last few months, that it is
unnecessary to repeat what has been better
said by others. The contrast presented be-
twecn what it was ten years ago on my first
visit, and indeed between what it was two
years ago and is now, is simply marvellous.
Main strect radiantly lit up by electricity and
many of the stores ablaze with the same light,
gives to the city an exceedingly attractive ap-
pcarance by night. Strect cars running in
different directions, omnibuses and carriages
of every possible description carrying passen-
gers between the station and hotels—many of
the places of business still opened and throng-
ed with customers, auctioneers selling their ~
wares and music sounding from out gilded
saloons. —which are sadly numerous in this new
city—make up a scene that is scarcely con-
ceivable 1n what some twelve years ago was
nothing but prairie and the home of the Red
man. Winnipeg is now suffering fiom severe
depression. The boom of 1831 has¥ collapsed
and men who boasted of their riches a year
ago are now very poor. The pdpers are
pretty full of sales of insolvent stocks and
notices of meetings of creditors ; but in spite
of all, building operations are continued in
many dircctions, and the streets and stores
seem anything but dull. The fact is that twe
years ago business was carried on far from
legitimately. Men werz unwilling to amass

¢
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wealth slowly.  Speculation and gambling
took the place of honest mercantiletransactions
and honourable handicraft. Those who -
loadsd, 10 use a Winnipeg phrase, before the
day of reckoning came acquired considerable
fortunes ; those who kept on buying city lots
and refused to sell, came to grief. That the
depression is but temporary, I am well assured.
Winnipeg has attained a position that can-
not be lost by any financial crisis how-
ever scevere, and there is good reason for be-
lieving that after harvest things will take a
bound upward. The crops are good and the
prospect of a large return is exceedingly pro-
mising. Whiletherearecomparativelyfewsales
of real estate, the prices are maintained, and
there is no tendency to make any great sacri-
fice. Ontario and Quebec suffer almost as
much as Manitoba at present, for the capital
of eastern merchants sunk in this country is
simply fabulous. Many noble buildings adorn
Main Street and Kennedy Street, and are seen
in the suburbs of the city indicating the
wealth and I might almost venture to say,
the somewhat extravagant ideas of the people.
It had been better, one feels, that less preten-
tious buildings had marked the firstdecade of
the city. Inaddition to handsome residences
on the banks of the Assiniboine and other
fashionable resorts, the Lieutenant-Governor’s
mansion, she Court House, the Government
Building, Manitoba and St. John’s Colleges,
the Saint Boniface Young Ladies’ Seminary,
the Hudson Bay Company’s warehouse and
similar imposing structures are worthy of re-
mark. No finer structures are to be seen
in Ontario and Quebec. Ten years ago there
were no bridges spanning either the Red
River or the Assiniboine—now there are four:
then there was no church building worthy the
name—now every denomination has or is
building costly and beautiful sanctuaries.
Our stay in the city was comparatively brief,
and or time engaged in church work so much
that any exhaustive summary of Winnipeg
progress is impossible in these hurried notes.
We attended and took part in the second an-
niversary of St. Andrew’s Congregation (Rev.
Mr. Pitblado’s), preached twice in Knox and
St. Andrew’s Churches,and held several meet-
ings of committec on Home Mission work.
This summer at least there is no cause to
complain of lack of supgly, for in addition to
the regulgr staff of missionaries, students and
catechists, some twenty ministers from the
East hade been in the Province, and given
more or less service to the Presbytery. It
nceds one to be on the tield and meet with our
ministers to understand the magnitude of the
work committed to our care in this great and
goodly land.

After a visit to Kildonan to look again upon
the spot so hallowed by the life and labours

of Dr. Black, we make for Morris and Emer-
son in Southern Manitoba, both situated on
the banks of the Red River. Morrisisa town
of about 1,000 inhabitants and at present, like
many other localities, at a stand-still. The
boom has passed away, and the extravagant
projects planned and begun for a large city
prove very burdensome to the rate payers.
The country areund is exceedingly fertile and
will eventually be filled up by settlers, al-
though so far, the tide of emigration has been
directed further west. Emerson the gateway
of the Great West, two miles from Saint Vin-
cent and on the boundary line of the United
States, and also West Lynne on the other side
of the river, show very great improvement
within the past two years. A very fine bridge
now connects the two places, and the C. P. R,
are building another draw-bridge for the usc
of the new line that has been commenced, to
tap the road to Manitoba City. Emerson has
suffered severly by the financial crisis and the
removal of many wealthy citizens, and this has
seriously crippled our Church. It holds its
own numerically, but is in reality less able to
maintain ordinances than it was two years
ago. These three stations are under the care
of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Scott and Mr. McGuire.
Our visit to the North-West closes, with a
hurried run along the line of the C. P. R. to-
wards Calgarry. We could only step off at
one or two places, but we met a large number
of our missionaries and students at differen:
points, and heard from them as to their fields
and success. The railway is constructed past
Calgarry, 850 miles from Winnipeg, and there
are already some seventy-five stations and
stopping places between Winnipeg and Cal-
garry. The more prominent of these are Por-
tage la Prairie, Brandon, Virden, Moosomia.
Indian Head, Moose Jaw, Regina, Medicine
Hat and Calgarry. Our Home Mission com-
mittee has possession of all the more impor-
tant points along the line, and in the interior,
to the number of nearly 200 stations in all.

The Church and Manse Building Scheme,
has been a grand success in connection w:i
our mission work. Many congregations that
could not possibly have built houses of worsh:p
for many years have been encouraged to do
so at once, by a loan from the fund at a lo
rate of interest. In this particular we are de-
cidedly in advance of other denominations it
the North-West, and my hope is that the ad:
ditional $20,000 needed to complete the
$100,000 aimed at will soon be subscribed
many very important points are now seeking
assistance from the committee, but the funds
at their disposal are more than exhausted by
grants already made. Now that all the mare
important points along the direct line of the
C. P. R. are occupied, the policy of the Home
Mission Committee should be to strengthe:
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and consolidate what we have acquired. Our
hard wrought missionaries in the North-West
need increase of salary, and that [ doubt not
the Home Mission Committee will, in accord-
ance with the recommendation of the Assem-
bly, attend to as far as possible, although I
greatly fear the much desired augmentation of
{ supplemented ministers may not be attain-
ed as early as could be wished. When we
pear fromthe lips of one of our best ministers in
\lanitoba, that the cost of living here last year
cxceeded bis salary by $300, we are pained be-
yond measure—-am{ yet unless our funds are
lzrgely ‘ncreased, what can the Committee do?
I have again to express my decided conviction
that there should be additional Presbyteries
erected without further delay. Two years ago
I recommended this, and at the General As-
sembly of the present year the matter was
formally presented for action. I am satisfied
that the longer action in this direction is de-
layed, the worse it i1s for our church, I nced
not enter into detalls in support of my opinion,
for I am satisfied that next General Assembly
will see the wisdom of doing what a large
number of the ministers here so anxiously de-
sire, not so much for their own convenience
as the welfare of the church at large.

I have torepeat my testimony to the zealous
self-denving labours of our own missionaries.
Many of them have made great sacrifices in
coming to the North-West at the call of the
Church.  Our wealthy members in Ontario
and the East shonld see to it that they are
udequately supported, above all let every well-
wisher of our Presbytcrian Church pray that
God’s blessing may rest upon them, and that
e Word they preach may be effectual in con-
suaiing souls and building up the cause of the
Redecmer in this great and promising land.

w. C

o

SLrench Evangelization.

.
LI EV. M. F. BOUDREAU, of New Glasgow,
&\ Que., writes as follows :—Instead of
wading a statistical report, Iowill jot down a
few incidents which’ will serve to show that
slile the work of evangelizing the people of
“is Province is beset with difficultics its pro-
zess is by no means as slow as some are
adined to think, (1) Last summer a young
nan belonging to a respectable family of St.
icrome occasionally attended our services and
%35 so impressed with what he heard that he
aaally severed his connection with the Church
o Rome. He attended the Point-aux-Trem-
bies school last winter. A short time after his
feturn home he was met a short distance from
ashome by three or four zealous Romanists
%10, producing a pistol, threatened to blow out

his brains unless he at once recanted and re-
turned to the Holy Catholic Church. Had he
not been accompanied by his brothers he
would certainly have been beaten, if not more
severly dealt with. (2) Last spring I made the
acquaintance of a respectable and well-to-do
farmer from the neighbourhood of Terrebonne
who occasionally visited New Glasgow on
business. [ invited himn toour French service
and soon after had the pleasure of seeing him
in the audience. I conversed with him on re-
ligious subjects after the meeting and he
frankly admitted that he had lost all faith in
the R. C. Church and eagerly d-sired to
possess a New Testament. I sold him one
which he promised to read carefully. While
he was convinced that the churchin which he
had been brought up taught many glaring
errors he thought he could be a secret follower
of Christ. He will soon see, I hope, that his
first duty is to “ come out from among them,”
and “let his light shine beforc men.” (3)
Three weeks ago, our hearts were made glad
by the conversion of a young lady, twenty-two
years of age, who requested me to notify her
priest of her intention to embrace the Protes-
tant religion. She had been working for
French Protestant people and was deeply im-
pressed with their simple but earnest worship-~
She began to attend our services a few months
azo and was gradually brought to see that the
teachings of her church were inconsistent with
the Bible. She then resolved to follow Christ
and applied for admission into the church of
which I am Pastor. She will probably sit at
the Lord's table with us before many montis.
There are indications on every side that a2
nowerful movement towards Protestantism
will be felt at no distant day.

Rev. E. F. SEYLAZ, of Grand Falls, N. B.,
reports to the sccretary of the Board as
follows :—On arriving here last spring I found
this field in a sad state, there appeared to be
but little spiritual interest among the people.
I found that division was one of the causes of
this, and a hindrance to the furtherance of
Christ’s cause. On visiting the people, heard
complaints of having been neglected in the
past, part of the time having had no minister,
and the church closed ; and once left to them-
selves they had driven hither and thither and
soon lost their religious zeal. Nodoubt this had
a bad influence. I found thirty-six families ;
twelve or thirteen families or parts of families
are Presbyterians, most of them havmg mem-
bers of other denominations in the family,
seven or eight families are Baptists, seven
Episcopalians, four Methodists, and a few not
belonging to any particular church. My first
scrvice was attended by forty person. oniy.
but they have now increased to an average .{

eighty. Notwithstanding the divisions, ah
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with very few exceptions attend our evening
services regularly. I also hold services occa-
sionally in the forenoon, but they are not so
well attended. The Methodist minister from
Andover comes here once a month and
greaches in the morning. We have a very
ourishing Sabbath-school averaging forty
children and youths belonging to parents of
the different denominations mentioned above.
Most of the children are intelligent and many
manifest an interest for spiritual things, We
bave evening week meetings, but owing to the
fact that our Eeople are for the most part en-
gaged in work or business till late in the day,
the attendanee is not large. We visit all the
families regardless of denomination and read
and pray with them. All without exception
receive us kindly and appear pleased with onr
visits. I am happy to say that there is now
an awakening manifested in the place and a
spirit of im‘\‘xiry among some of the people,
some are seeking the Lord. In speaking with
some friends lately, the head of the family said,
“God alene knows the good which has been
done among us during the past summer.”
This has cheered me greatly. I am confident
that we shall soon see a revival among this
le. On the whole the field is an exceed-
mgly promising one, but needs care and
cultivation.

With regard to the work among the French
Canadian Romanists, I must say that itis
slow and difficult. The priestly influence pre-
vailing. [ am sorry to say that most of our
French Canadian converts have left the place,
some having emigrated to the States, some to
other parts of the Provinces, and while they
have gone to increase other churches, they are
lost to us, and the influenee which they bore in
the place among their countrymen is lost.
Still I do what I can among them. Some
hear me gladly and all look upon us with
good will. We lose no opportunity both my
wife and myself to lead them to Christ and
with prayer and patient efforts [ trust some
will yet come to the Saviour. I have hopes
for the future, for although they fear to come
with us, still they like to hear something of
our religion and they show this desire by
largely attending funerals. We have lately
had two, at which there were over a hundred
Romanists who listened to my addresses on
these solemn occasions with marked interest
and afterwardeopenly declared that ours w
a religion of love and peace.

—————

CORRECTION.—In August issue,
under French Evangelization, for ¢ Legacy of
Dr. Caldwell” read Jate David Cala’wjla $150.

B ———
MANITOBA ITEMS.

age 224,

Manitoba has been overrun by clerical visi.
tors : Dr. King, Principal Grant, Dr. Coch-

rane, Messrs. McDonald (Seaforth), Milligan
(Toronto), Wright (Stratford), Hamilton (Mo-
therwell), Cameron, (Thamesford), Munro
(Kintore), Rennie (Ailsa Craig), Murray (Kin-
cardine), Beattie (Port Hope), Cameron (Mil-
ton), Burnfield (Brockville). Notes.of North-
western travel will be as thick as blackberries.
It is so easy to give all the facts about a
country for 1,500 miles, along the railway
from Port Arthur to Calgarry! No doubt,
however, interest in the North-West will be
quickened by these visits, New churches are
going up in all directions under the stimulating
power of the Church and Manse Fund. This
summer West Lynn, Moose Jaw and Mooso-
min churches have been opened, and Rat
Portage and Stonewall will be opened this
month ; while to others in the west building
material has been shipped from Winnipeg.
The communion is being dispensed in all the
"mission stations of the Presbytery this sum-
mer. The acceptance, of the position offered
him in Manitoba College, by Dr. King gives
satisfaction. Manitoba College now ranks
with any of the other colleges of the Church,
though yet with a limited staff. There is a
good prospect of theological students. The
arts classes also promise well for the year.
Manitoba is to be congratulated on the promi-
nent additions to her ministry. To capture a
prominent minister from the capital-—Mr. Gor-
don ; to secure one of the ablest and most
influential ministers of the Maritime Provin-
ces—Mr. Pitblado ; and now to have in Dr.
King, not only the pastor of one of the best
congregations of the Church, but the Modera-
tor of the General Assembly, surely promises
well for the Presbyterian future of the North-
West. This, of course, is no disparagement
to those who have borne the burden for years
t, but is rather an encouragement to them.
ission churches in our cities and towns,
hundreds of new stations in the next ten years
throughout the country, churches and manses
to be built by the score, an arts college to be
et\tlxipped and extended, and now a theological
school begun to be strengthened and new pro-
fessors appointed as the funds become avail-
able! This is work enough to absorb all the
energies of eastern and western men ; old
residents and new comers. May God’s spirit
lead and guide us in this great work. The
mission work in the Presbytery is in good
heart for the summer. But in our mode of
student supply there comes * the winter of aur
discontent.” We have the ground well taken
up this summer, but how are we to pravide
supply for the twenty or thirty places left
vacant on the 1st of October and November,
We expect to lay hold of some ten or twelve
lay workers, and perhaps may get threc or
four more ordained missionanies. We must

aim at being the pioneer Church of the North-
West. We have been so among the new
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settlers, The first resident missionary at Cal-
garry, which is the farthest west town, is the
Presbyterian {—B.

[P = S ——

Huvenile Wission,

Y ngS MCGREGOR of Zndore, Central
X» J[ndia, writes as follows : My dear
Boys and (Girls,~—In my last letter 1 toid you
about the Girls’ School in New Indore, and
perhaps some boy or girl who has a good
memory will say,—* But Miss McGregor must
have forgotten to tell us about the boys and
girls in the Foundling Home who used to
come to the Girls’ School. We want to hear
what they are doing.” Well, the boys and
girls are in the Home still, or rather, I should
say, on the street, the most of the time, and
this is how it happens. They are almost
all children of low castc, and you know that
makes a great difference to a boy or girl in
India. If one is born in a low caste, his
neighbours, who are perhaps Brahmins, will
ot touch L, and so on.  Well, the parents
of these girls said : These low caste children
cannot sit in the same room with our daugh-
ters, or we will take our children away from
school. And now, unless I can form another
school for the orphan boys they cannot bhe
taught, and that is why they wander about the
bazaar. Perhaps by and by, we can do some-
thing for them again. Now, I thixk you will
like to hear about my Camp School; that is
ihe little boys and girls who come every
morning to my verandah to be taught. Fora
long time only eight or ten children came, and
sometimes I thought by and by no one will
come, but, instead of that, what do you think ?
eighteen and sometimes twenty came eve’ -
day, and 1 feel quite glad I am sure you will
be so too. One little girl, who is only nine
years old, can read and write English, that is,
she reads in the Second Reader. This morn-
ing her lesson was “ Twinkle, Twinkle Little
Star.” I am going to get her to write a little
letter to you in English, so that you can see
for yourselves what she is able to do. One
girl’s name means * Gladness,” and another
“Beautiful” Another name means ** Peace.”
Hindoo names always mean something. They
do not come just ata certain time, as school
thildren in Canada do, but a woman must go
for them, and bring them to school, and then
take them home again. Someuimes their
parents send a servant with them, but they
never go through the bazaar alone. Yesterday
morning, one poor hittle girl had sore eyes
allinflamed, and she was so pained that she
would throw herself on her face and cry; she
could not open her eyes for one minute. I put
some medicine on, and at first she was fright-
rned and screamed, but in the.evening they

were almost well, and she wanted some warm
water put on again. These little girls can say
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Command-
ments in Marathi. Some of them repeat them
in Hindi. They come to morning school from
seven to cleven, and they sing and sew for an
hour. Last Sunday afternoon we went down
to a Sunday school in the city of Indore ~nd
if you could have scen what happened you
wouid have laughed heartily. You know, per-
haps, that I givc the boys and girls pictures if
they come regularly, and we put texts on the
pictures so that, perhaps, some one will read
and learn about Jesus in that way. Well, the
lessons were over, and each boy was getting a
nice large picture. Then he must make his
salaam and go out; but there were not pic-
tures enough, and one boy was ready to cry,
so I gave him the cover of the book which was
only brown paper, but he was so glad to get
something that he took it, and as he ran away
he danced with joy, and made us all laugh.
The boy is very dull about learning to read,
but he knows a great many Scripture things,
and can tell why Jesus Christ came into the
world, and thar God loves those that obey
Him. They pin the pictures up on the walls
of their houses, so you see they have parts of
the Bible before them all the time. When they
see us coming they run from all directions,
but two years ago the parents would beat their
children if they came to Sunday-school. Now
they let them come gladly. I have taken a
little girl to live with me, and if any Sunday-
school will support her I shall be glad. She
is not an orphan, both her parents are living,
but they are sick, and the father will never be
able to work again. They were all starving,
and so I took little Angelina, and I wish to
train her to teach others, by and by. What
Sunday-school will undertake her support ?
Her father used to be a servant of ours, but he
lost his place through bad health, and now the
poor little children have almost nothing to eat
a great deal of the time. With love to my
little Canadian friends and ever so many kind
wishes from India. Yours very truly, M. Mc.
GREGOR.

Mission to Demerary Conlics,

< HE subjoined letter has not yet reached
&) the Foreign Mission Commi:tee, East,
where it is addressed, I assumed the respon-
sibility of sending it to you for publication, be-
cause it places the facts on which action will
doubtlesssoonbetakenbefore the whole Church.
There can be litte doubt that so soon as the
Committee has this paper before them, a
missionary will be advertised for, and it is
most desirable that the younger ministers and
preachers should have their attention drawn
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10 the subject at once, so that there should be
little subsequent delay in securing a good man.
On many ground, a western man will be de-
sired, and 1f any zealous young Ontarian thinks
it rather long to wait for an invitation to offer
for Demcrara, the way is open at once for
him to ofier for Couva ; and if accepted, one
important step will be taken in the unification
of our Foreign Missions. P. G. MCGREGOR,

Georgetown, Demerara, Aug. 4th, 1883.
Dear Dr. McGregor,

The Presbyterians in Demerara have
had for the last twenty years, a society which
they call The Presbyterian Missionary Society,
embracing in its scope both the Home and
Foreign branches of missionary enterprise :
that is to say, it aims both at the conversion
of the heathen and the reclaiming of the
lapsed, but its cperations are confined entirely
to Demerara. We have made numerous at-
tempts to inaugarate a work of real value and
worthy magnitude among our East Indian
Immigrants of whom we must have among us
cighty thousand al! told, and the number is
being continually increased. None of these
attemnpts have succeeded, one after another
having broken down mainly through our in-
ability to procure proper agents. In the
course of last year, we applied to the Church
of Scotland for two European missionaries to
undertake evangelistic work among our Coolie
population here, and asked a contribution
annually of two hundred pounds toward the
salary of each of them which we proposed to
make four hundred pounds to each. We in-
timated when making that application, that
should the Church be unable to comply with
our desire, we should then address the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada with the same
object. The Church of Scotland, part'y from
pressure on their funds, but mainly owing,to
several of the stations in India being under-
manned, was compelled to decline our invita-
tion. I am instructed by the Society just
named, therefore, to address the Foreign Mis-
sion Board of the Presbyterian Churchin Can-
ada, and to submit to you as secretary of that
Boar. the proposal which the Church at home
was unable to entertain. But I am to limit
the application to only one missionary with
accompaning grant of two hundred pounds.
The reason of this lirnitation is, that on matu-
rer consideration, we find that should the
application be favourably entertained, a con-
siderable outlay will be requisite to get the
enterprise fairly under way. I allude to the
outfit and passage money, residence, church,
schools, &c. I amalso to suggest that should
you be able to co-operate with us, the minister
selected might proceed to Trinidad to spend,
for the purpose of studying the language and
getting an insight into the modws gperands of
the very successful missons there, a period say

of twelve months. It is too much to expect, I
fear, that one of the experienced staff in that
island might come over here and break ground
at once, returning as soon as it might be
deemed advisable for the missionary elect to
come and assume his own work. But that
being found impossible, the next best thing
would probably be that your Board should
commission the Rev. Mr. Morton who partial-
ly knows the field already, or any other mem-
of your staff in Trinidad, to visit us, and
advise us concerning the preliminaries of
mission, house, premises, &c. You may .be
aware that the Scotch Church ministers here
of whom there are ten, constitute a Presbytery;
that we have local ordinance for the enforce-
ment ofdiscipline on our ministers,and that we
are of course in connection with the Church of
Scotland whose General Assembly has, how-
ever, no power over us, being “Furth of
Scotland.” But in reference to this, I am to
be careful to point out to you that while it is
believed the Presbytery would do all that in it
lay to promote a work of so great importance,
the missionary would have no connection
whatever with the Presbytery. The Presby-
tery as such would have no control over him,
no right to give advice, no authority over him
of any kind or at any time. He would be as
entirely free from the interference of the Pres.
bytery as the London Missionary ministers in
our parishes are, as the United Presbyterian
Missionary minister on Mr. Crum Ewing’s
estates here is. Nor would the missionary he
in any way whatever responsible to the min-
ister of the parish, should his operations hap-
pen to be carried on in a parish in which one
of our ministers 1s in charge, nor would that
minister, gx« parish minister, have any author-
ity whatever over him.

As the local authority to co-operate with
your board in superintending his labours, we
propose a committee of three members of the
Council of our Presbyterian Missionary So-
ciety to be elected annually by the subscribers.
But this is only a proposal, and we shall be
glad to consider any suggestions which your
Board may think fit to make, the committee
might be laymen or clergymen or both. The
sphercs we have marked out as the most in-
viting for the operations are what is known as
the West Coast, a Presbyterian parish,of which
the Rev. F. A. Ross is the minister; and the
Essequebo coast—an Episcopalian parish.
Some of our reasons for making choice of these
districts in particular are that they are wealthy,
sugar plantations being many and prosperous;
healthy,contain a very large number of Coulies,
and that the ground is almost wholly unoc-
cupied, no Christian denomination having any
appliance worthy of the name in these districts.
If your Board can respond favourably to our
application, we propose that the work take its
beginning in St. Luke’s parish. Locatedalonga
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line of ten miles in that parish are between
eight and ten thousand Coolies—all ages.
On the Essequebo coast there are four thou-
sand Coolies, but there the government are
doing all in theit power to promote the settle-
ment of time-expired immigrants, and should
their efforts be fairly successful, the field will
be one of great promise. I have thus, in be-
half of our Council, put the matter before you,
and believe and fervently pray that He whose
glory and whose lost ones we seek, may shape
the 1ssue as He thinks best.

Most faithfully yours,
REV. THOMAS SLATER.

LETTER FROM REV. DR. STEEL, OF SYDNEY,
N.S. W,
To Dy, McGregor.,

You will have observed that much interest
has lately been taken in the question of an-
nexation of the New Hebrides and other
Islands as far as New Guinea to the British
Crown. How it will end we cannot tell. 1
attended the Deputation on the subject to the
Premier of Victoria, when I was there recently
at the Intercolonial Conference for the Feder-
ation of our Australian Presbyterian Churches.
It i> one hopeful view of the qucstion that at
length we have got the Australian Govern-
ment to take up the matter and urge annex-
ation. The J'rench, however, are active also.
Indeed it has been rumoured that one of their
war ships has been among the Islands and
done something. There was a meeting at
Noumea, New Caledonia, to urge annexation
of the New Hebrides to France. After meet-
ing with a Deputation on the subject, the
governor sent the war ship to the Group. He
may have exceeded his powers, as the Queens-
land Government did in reference to New
Guinca. We in Australia feel strongly that
it will be dangerous to us if a convict settle-
ment be made by the French so near us.

I hope Mr. Robertson has arrived safely
among you. I havenot heard from him since
he left. ¢

The Dayspring got safely to the Islands in
ten days, in April. A new missionary is ex-
pected from Scotland for Victoria this month,
and he will be ready to go to the Islands by
the vessel next trip.

Sield Notes,

§EV KENNETH J. GRANT, of Sar
3\ Fernando :—1 beg to report the com-
pletion of repairs and improvements on our
Church and its re-opening yesterday. In my
annual report $300 were mentioned as the

amount which would probably be required,
but on a more careful survey it was found that
nearly the whole front had to be renewed.
In effecting this, and in carrying out certain
improvements and in providing twenty pews,
seven hundred dollars have been expended.
The congregation shewed a praiseworthy con-
cern to have their church and its surroundings
neat, and the managing committee, consisting
of young men of business tact, heartily carried
out instructions, quite rclieving me from re-
snonsiblities. About $570 have been paid by
the converts, three contributors, each $30, a
half-dozen $20 each, the balauce smaller sums.
The committee expect to raise th~ whole
amount here. A few members, in ad-lition to
liberal contributions, have shewn their good
will by supplying flowerpots to be placed at
the entrance, lamps, cushions for pulpit, &c.
I am happy to be able to add that whilst the
subscriptions have been collected, the average
weekly offering towards salary has not been
reduced. It was on the 7th July, 1872, that
our church was first opened for service, and
yesterday the 8th, it was re-opened. On that
occasion the novelty of the service drew to-
gether a large number of Hindoos, very few of
whom were interested in the salvation pro-
claimed ; yesterday the Church was crowded,
filled to the doors, and probably all present
were more or less deeply interested in our
solemn service. About 120 persons (Asiatics)
were at the communion. Of these only one
was in the fellowship of the Church in 1872
Charles C. Soudeen has for several years been
an elder with us, and though now in charge ot
a dry goods house at Princestown, he does not
fail to remember us with his liberal contribu-
tions. At that date the Gospel light was just
beginning to dawn upon the mind of one, who
on this occasion as a minister of the Gospel
preached the Word and led in the devotions
of the people. “The Lord hath been mindful
of us.” From the various sections of our dis-
trict, at an early hour, the people began to
assemble, and from twelve to fifteen came
from Couva. Prayer meeting conducted by
catechists commenced at nine, and at 10.30
there was a break when refreshments were
given to all. At 11, services were resumed
and for nearly three hours we had the quict
and f(ixed attention of a home communion.
Thecollectionwas $24. Weareanxiouslyawait-
ing tidings of a successor to Mr. Christie.
—Delay not.—There is a wide harvest ficld,
but the labourers are few, pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.

REvV. DR. INGuL1S, for many years the asso-
ciate of Dr. Geddic of Aneityum, writing to
Dr. McGregor, says :(—“ We sent two mis-
sivnaries from the Free Church last year for
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the New Hebrides Mission—Mr. Murray and
his wife for the Presbyterian Church of New
South Wales, and Dr. and Mrs. Gunn to take
Mr. Copeland’s place on Futuna. Dr. Gunn
is a fully qualified medical missionary ; and
we are about to send another this year, Mr.
and Mrs. McLaren, for the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria. We still want another
to take Mr. Neilson's place. The Presbyterian
Church of New Zealand (North) have agreed
to maintain another missionary at the New
Hehrides, and we expect a Free Church stu-
dent, who will be ieady for license in a year,
to go cut as their missionary. I am glad to
observe that the missionary spirit is still
strong in your Church. You will give a cordial
welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, and they
well deserve it.  They have been honcured of
God to do a great work on Eromanga, and
your Church is honoured of God, to be per-
mitted to send out and support such self-
denying labourers. I know Mr. Robertson
better than any one in the Mission, and he has
turned out just what I expected him to be.
To the Lord be all the glory!

REV. JAMES BUCHANAN, Foreign Mission
Sec.etary for the United Presbyterian Church
of Scotland, writesto Dr. McGregor as follows:
—1I duly received your letter of July 7th, and
have laid it before the Board with a number
of other documents bearing upon the question
of mission work among the Coolies. Thaveto
inform you that our Board have resolved to
take up this work in the district of St. Joseph,
and to request Mr. Hendrie to be our agent
there. You will be pleased, I have no doubt,
to receive this communication which I hasten
to send you, the board having met to-day, I
trust that the arrangement we have thus made
will be the means of bringing your Church
and ours still nearer to onc another, and that
we shall have the privilege as a Church, of
assisting in a department of mission work in
which your agents have laboured with much
success.

Miss Ross, of fndore, Central India, writing
to the W. F. M. S, says, I am getting on slow-
ly with the Hind, and long for the day when
I canspeak it freely. The hot season is now
almost past,—It has been 92° in the house in
the afternoon for somec weeks. The mon-
soons are just brecaking and the air cooler, so
I can attend to my studies more comfortably.
Yesterday, for the first time, I read an extract
from the Bible in Hindi at oue of the Zenanas.
A native Christian was with me and sang a
hymn. Mena Sahib was very pleasant and
asked us to come again.

DR. RKOBERT MOFFAT : the celebrated
African Missionary and traveller has passed

away at the patriarchal age of eighty-eight
years. He was born at Ormiston near Had-
dington, on the 21st of December, 1795. He
was educated at Manchester, and eutered up-
on his splendid career as a missionary in South
Africa in 1816, under the auspices of the Lon-
don Missionary Society. His headquarters
was at Kuruman, 750 miles north from the
Cape of Good Hope, in the Bechuana country.
To that place Livingstone went in a bullock
cart, in 1840, and found to his astonishment
a shapely mission house and church, a well
stocked garden, a printing press, and other
evidences of civilization. Here, too, he found
his wife, Mary Moffat, who shared with him
many of his subsequent adventures, who fell
a victim to the terrible fever of the country,
and was buried beneath a great boab tree on
the banks of the Zambesi, on the 27th of April,
1864. For upwards of half a century Moffat
labored to civilize, elevate and convert the
natives to Christianity. He soon acquired a
perfect mastery of the native language, re-
duced it to writing, compiled a grammar,
school books and dictionary and translated
the whole Bible into what was at that time an
unknown tongue. He was also the author of
several very interesting works on South Afri-
can Missions. With the exception of a short
visit to England, 1839—1843, during which
time he superintended the printing of his
Bechuana version of the New Testament, Dr.
Moffat remained at his post until 1870, when
the enfeebled state of his wife’s health made it
necessary that he should return. Few men
have been privileged to do sc much for the
cause of missions. A recent writer says of
him :—* Looking back o= his life, it seems a
very marvellous one. He is the centreof the
Missionary history of South Africa ; and when
science and trade shall have carried their
lamps through the length and breadth of the
vast Continent, they will yet be compelled to
cast a generous and gratefu] glance back to
Moffat as having done more than any other
man to make their many triumphs possible.”
“ He sleeps well after his toil and suffering on
behalf of the African races.” He was buried
at Norwood Cemetery where his wife lies in-
terred. His son, the Rev. John Moffat, still
carries on the work among the Bechuanas.
Mrs. Moffat died in January, 1871. In April,
1872, the University of Edinburgh recognized
Dr. Moffats work, and paid a tribute to his
character as a scholar and a missionary by
conferring upon him the degree of Doctor of
Divinity. There are now skzréy-three distinct
missionary societies at work in Africa. They
have altogether 730 ordained missionaries, 73,
000 native communicants, 250,000 under in-
struction, and probably one million of natives
more or less under the influence of Chris-
tianity.
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GOOD QUEEN RANAVALONA.—The con-
contradictory reports in regard to the Queen
of Madagascar have been sct at rest by
a telegram to the London Missionary So-
ciety, announcing that the Queen died on the
15th of July. She was crowned on the 3rd of
September, 1868. The ceremony was a
Christian service, conducted by native minis-
ters. Ranavalona I1. was as merciful to the
idolators as her predecessor had been cruel to
the Christians, and at her accession to the
throne, Christianity entered upon that trium-
phant success in Madagascar which it has
ever since enjoyed. Thousands of the inhab-
itants were found willing to receive Christian
instruction. In 1869 the Queen and her prime
minister were both publicly baptised and were
admitted to the Holy Communion. “The
idols never were mine,” said the Queen, “ My
trust is in God.” They were utterly abolished.
Memorial Churches were built on sites that
had been consecrated by the blood of the
martyrs. Congregations increased through-
out the country at a rate surpassing the
accommodation for them. In one year 16,000
were added to the Church. The most recent
estimate makes the number of adherents 350,-
000, including 70,000 Church members ; of
European missionaries twenty-eight ; trained
native pastors, sixty-nine ; of catechists, more
than three huncred, and of evangelists, up-
wards of three thousand. There are nearly
50,000 children in nine hundred schools. The
printing presses connccted with the Mission
issue about 300,000 volumes and tracts annu-
ally. The history of this Martyr Church is
one of the brightest pages in tiae annals of
Christian Missions. A niece of Ranavalona
is now the Queen of Madagascar. We can
have no better wish for her than that she may
prove a worthy successor of her illustrious
predecessor.

THE English Presbyterian Church is about
establishing a new station in China, Chao-
chow-Foo. The AMessenger for july, 1883, re-
ports that Mr. George F. Barbour, Edinburgh,
has given fr1,000 for the establishment of a
mission hospital in that greatinterior city of
China; a friend has given £goo for the
same purpose; an anonymous friend has
guaranteed the salary of a medical missionary
for a number of years; a highly qualified
medical man is in the vicw of the committee.
The Free Church of Scotland has sent another
missionary to Livingstonia, S. Africa—the
Rev. James A. Bain. He is accompanied by
Professor Henry Drummond of the Free
Church College, Glasgow, who goes out on a
visit of exploration in connection with African
Missions. Rev. J. Campbell,of Taiwanfoo, For-
mos0,informs us that the workin Southern For-
mosa, continues to make fairly good progress.

The Presbpteriay @é;ard.

MONTREAL : OCTOBER, 1833.

JAMES CROIL,

ROBERT MURRAY, § Editors.

Price: 25 cts. per annum, in Parcels to one
address. Single copies 50 cls. per aunum.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.

ArricLRS intonded for insertion. must be sent to the
?hﬂitietnf tPublxoatlon by the teath of the month at
o latest.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

SAMPLE copies of the RECORD will be sent
to Mission Stations on application, frec of
charge. NEW SUBSCRIBERS for 1884 will be
entitled to receive the remaining numbers for
this year free. We trust that many of the
congregations will increase their orders for
next year, and will give us timely notice to
that effect. In the meantime, it will do us
good to hear from any who have not remitted.
for the current year.

-

Zitevature,

37 'HE LAMB IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE,
e, or The History of the Cross : by Rev. J.
M. Sherwood, well known as editor of the
Presbyterian Review, Funk & Wagnalls, New
York : pp. 525 : price $2.00. This is indeed
a royal volume, both as regards its contents
and the manner in which it is got up. The
book is unique. It is a body of divinity, and
a plea for doctrinal teaching, and above all,
for the preaching of Christ crucified. Its style
is fresh and vigorous, and its tone evangelical
and catholic. We recommend it to the notice
of theological students.

REPORTS ON THE SCHEMES OF THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 1883. \We haveto
thank Afr. George B. 1Wilson, manager of the
offices at 22 Queen St., Edinburgh, for his
annual gift of this most useful volume of 6oo
pages containing a full account of all the
missionary ard benevolent transactions of the
Church during the past year. Rev. J. S.
Macintosh has kindly furnished us with the
Foreign Mission Report of the Free Church
of Scotland, the Rev. David [rving of New
York with that of the Presbyterian Church in
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the United States, north ; and Rev. Dy, IVil-
son, of Richmond, Va. with the Foreign Mis-
sion Report of the Presbyteriun Church in the
Southern States.

Tue PrLprr TREASURY : Dr. J. Sanderson,
New York, managing cditor; a new evangeli-
cal monthly for pastors, Christian workers
and fanilies, price $2.00 per annum. The
September number has a striking likeness of
Rev. Dr. Ormiston, a stirring sermon by that
eminent divine, and a \arlud and valuable
sclection of rcading matter from the best
theological writers “of the day. A magazine
combining so many attractions is bound to
succeed.

JEWISH ARTIZAN LIFE, by Franz Delitzck,
D. D., New York; Funk & Wagnalls : price
15 cents: a most usefuland interesting volume
and marvellously cheap.

AN APPEAL FOR THE SCOTT ACT, by Rez.
11" A. Mackay, B.A., Woodstock, Ont.; with a
Bible reading on Temperance and Prohibition.
This is a forcible pamphlet, setting forth the
evils of intemperance and advocating total
prohibition in the traffic of liquor as the only
eflectual remedy. The writer argues well
when he says, —‘Intemperance is a vice, and
vice is not to be taxed but suppressed. The
state does not licence theft, murder, incendi-
arism or swindling; it sternly prokibits. The
state does not licence nuisances and im-
moralities ; it prohibits them. Men are not
licenced to sell unwholesome food ; they are
prohibited. By what process of reasoning
then will it be shewn that it is not right to
prohibit the sale of unwholesome d»7né? The
state has a right to protect itself. The whis-
key seller has no nght to interfere with the
richts of others.  Wives have rights; children
have rights; quiet, peacable members of soci-
ety have rights; and these rights must be
preserved even at the expense of denving
some others the right to sell whiskey and get
drunk.”

THE GOSPEL IN ALL LANDS.—We invite ac-
tention to the advertisement of Mr. Exgenc R.
Smith, editor of this weekly magazine and to
the very valuable publications whick he is
circulating in the interests of missious. Those
who havea _complete sct of 7he Gospel i all
Lands require no other handbook on modern
missions.

HYMNAL OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADA.—A large-type edition of the
Hymnal printed on finc paper and well bound,
has u.st been issued by the Committee, price
75cts. incloth. Such a hymn-bookis indeed a
luxury and is highly creditable to the pubhish-
ers, \Icssrs James Campbell & Son, Toronto.
For sa e by Wm. Drysdide & Co., Montreal,
McGregor & Krigut, Halifux. ]amcs Bain &
Sor, Toronto.

THE CATHOLIC PRESBYTERIAN, edited by
Dr. W. G. Blaikie of Edinburgh, and the
BRITISH and FOREIGN EVANGELICAL RE-
VIEW, edited by Rev. H. S. Paterson, London,
are keeping their respective places in the van
of Presbyterian Literature. The current num-
bers are particularly good. Jambs Dain &
Son, Toronto.

—

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

Victoria & Richmond, West Bay, 16th Oct.
Lan. & Renfrew, Carlton, 27th Nov, 2.30 p.m.
Ottawa, Bank Street Church, 6th Nov. 10. am.
Montreal, D. Morrice Hall, 2nd Oct, 11 a.m.
Whitby, Oshawa, 16th of Oct,, 11 a.m.

P. E. Island, Summerside, 6th Nov., 11 a.m.
Lindsay, Uxbridge, 27th Nov., 10 am’
London, 11th December.

Guelph, Guelph, 2oth November.

Toronto, Knox Church, 6th November.

e ————————————

MORRIN COLLEGE, QUEBEC,

All contributions from congregrtionsin the Presby-
tery of Quebeo for Morrnin Co:lege st.ould ve sent to
itev. J. C. Cattanach, Sherbrooke, who hns been ap-
pointed Treasurer, Mr. Cattannch s als: Treasurer of
the Buildirg Fund in connection with the Charch ior
French Protestants, to be built in Ditchfield, f.ake
Megantic, and will be happy to receive coutributions.

ONE OF THE BEST PAPERS FOR
SUNDAY SCHOOL DISTRIBUTION

I8 THR

CANADIAN BAND OF HOPE

It is highly recommended by ministers. superinten-
dcgnts l:m‘l Sunday school workers of the Presbyterian
ure
Any Fuperintendent desirousof introducing it, can be
supplied with & /. -e parcel by serdingsthe number of
families represented in his Sabbath scilol to the pub-
or.
Address,

T. MADDOCK, Publisher, London, Ont.

QUEBEC HIGH SCHOGL,

An lnstitution for Boys, incorporated in 1843, and
affiliated with McGitl University. Montreal.

REPERENCES :—Rev. Dr. Ormiston, New York.
Priccipal Dawson, LL.D., C. M.G., Montreal: Rev tico
Milligan, M.A., Toronto; Rev. Dr. Mathews. Quiice:
Rev. D. Anderson. M.A., Lovis: Hon. Senator Boy.i. St
John, N.B.: Hon L. H. Davies, Charlottetown, and
Rev. Dr. Weir, Morrin College, Quebec.

For competition among tho revident pupils there are
four Scholarships, two of $5, one of $390, and e of
320 per annum: and for general competition four
medale. Pupils can enter immediately naiter the
Christuas holidays, or at the begioningof the recujar
terms.

All information in regard to the course of study,
terms, boarding, prizes, scholarships, &c., can be ob-
tained by application to the Rector,

JOHN M. HARPER, M. A., Qucheec.
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A Page for the Young.

———

ABUNDANT GIVING.

The sun gives ever, so the earth ;
What it can give, so much ’tis worth.
The ocean gives in many ways ;

Gives paths, gives rivers, fishes, bays ;
So, too, the air, it gives us breath,
When it stops giving comes in death.

Give, give, be always giving,
‘Who gives not is not living ;
The more we give the more we live.

God’s love, though in our wealth upheaped,
Only by giving it is veaped ;
The body withers, and the mind,
If pent in by a selfish rind. .
Give thought, give strength, give deeds, give
pelf,

Give l’ove, give tears, and give thyself.

Give, Give; be always giving ;

‘Who gives not is not living ;

The more we give the more we live.

A FINE EXAMPLE OF CHRISTIAN
LIBERALITY.

There were two poor boys, brothers, in the
city of New York who learned to be black-
smiths; one of them, when he had learned his
trade, hired himself as a journeyman. He
had laid by in the savings’ bank all he had in
the world—{20. He went to a missionary
meeting in Old Green Street Church—the
first missionary meeting that he attended after
he came to the city— and his heart was so
stirred within himy that he gave every penny
he had tc the missionary cause.
lived to establish the New York City Church
Extension and Missionary Society, and for
many years before he was called to hisrest
he gave away annually from £8,000 to {10,
oco. The more he gave the more he had,
and, after giving that sum for years for the
purpose of opening and building churches,
ard paying ministers to occupy their pulpits,
ke cicd a rich man. After he died, his bro-
ther, who became somewhat wealthy, was
appuinted president of the society that had
been created and carried forward by the anc
who had died. That man is the president of
the society stiil, and there are churches scat-
tercd all over the city of New York where
there would be no churches but for his libe-
rality, and that of those whom he had brought
about him.  That brother is giving away now
from {4,000 to £6,000 a year to carry forward
that work in the city of New York, and yet
he 15 orc of the largest contributors to the
missionary society,

That man | PO

MISSIONARY CATECHISM, OR BIBLE
RULES FOR GIVING.

1. Q. What did the Lord Jesus say about
giving?

A. Itis more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.—Acts xx, 35.

2. Q. What kind of a giver does God
love?

A. God loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. ix,

3. Q. How have we received, and how
should we give?

A. Frecly ye have received, freely give.—
Mart. x, 8.

4. Q. How much should we give ?

A. Every man shall give as he is able, ac-
cording to the blessiug of the Lord thy Ged,
which He hath given thee.—Deuwt, xvi, 17.

(Also,) Thus shalt give unto the Lord thy
God according as the Lord thy God has
blessed thee.—Deut. xvi, 10.

5. Q. What is the least that we should
give ?

A. Of all that thou shalt give me, I will
surely give the Zentk unto thee.—Gen. xxviii,
22.

6. Q. How are our gifts accepted ?

A. If there be first a willing mind, itis ac-
cepted according to that a man hath, and not
according to that he hath not.—2 Cor. viii, I12.

7. Q. How should we honour the Lord ?

A. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and
with the first fruits of all thine increase.—
Prov. iii, 9.

8. Q. What promise does God make to
such?

A. Soshall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
—Prov. 1, 10. .

9. Q. Whatis said of him that pities the
or ?

A. He that hath pity upon the poor lendzth
unto the Lord ; and that which he hath given
will he pay him again.— Prov. xix, 17.

10. Q. How shall we give?

A. Every man according as he purposeth
in his heart, so let hita give ; not grudgingly,
or of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful
giver.—2 Cor.1x, 7.

11. Q. From whom does God accept offer-
ings?

A. Of every man that giveth it willingly,
with his heart, ye shall take my offering.—£2
XXV, 2.

“Two little eyes to look to God,

Two little ears to hear his Word,

Two little feet to run in his way,

Two l:itle hands to work cvery day:
One little tongue to speak his truth,
One httie heart to trust Him in youth :
Take them, my Lord, and let them be
Always obedicnt and true to Thee.”
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THE ROYAL READERS
SPECIAL—C—E\JXB@ SERIES,

—RECOMMENDED FIRST—

INORDER OF MERIT

Orer all competitors, by the (‘entm! Committes,
and zuthorized by 'fhe Hon. A. S. ilardy, Acting-
Munisier ot Education, for use in lhe High and Pub-
lic Schools of On tarivon and ufter 1st Auguat, 1383,

The ouiy ermpls te new reries which has obtained
thenccessary Certificate (rumihe Education Dejmirtment,
antithng them to be used in tuo Public aud lhgh
Schoois uf thas Province.

James Campbell & Son,
PUBLISHERS.
TORO .TO.

MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY

Favorably knewn to the pahlic since
152/ Church  hupel, Sehionl, Fire Alurm
and otber bLeiis- also Chunes and PPeals,

Meneely & Co., West Troy,N.Y.

= |ls

MISSIORARY PERIODICALS.

Published by Eagene R. fmith, 114 West Baltimore
Street, Balumore.

EvVANGELICAL AND UNDENOMINATIONAL.

TIE LITTLE MT3ISIONARY isa bright four page
missionary monthly for thechildren. One copy, 25 cents
aycar. Ter or more copies, each six cents a year.

THE MISSIONARY WORLD isan illustrated eight

age mi-sionary montbly for young people. (.o copy

»ecnts a year. Ten or more copies, each fifteen cents
ayear.

TNE GOSPEL IN ALL LANDS is an illuctrated
sixteen page weckly, giving an account of the mirsion
work of all societies in all lands, and dcscribing the
customs, and babite, and beliefs of the people in heathen
lands. 8200 per annum.

Speciunys Frex, Address Eugene R. Smith, Bali
more, Md.

McCRAE & Co,

WOOL AND WORSTED SPINNERS
ENITTING AND FINGERING YARN,
GUELPH, ONT.



