External Affairs
Supplementary Paper

No. 5W/11 Speeches by the Prime Minister of India,
spi Jawaharlal Nehru, and the Prime Minister

of Canada, Mr. gt, Laurent, given at'a
panquet at New Delhi, India, February 23, 195%,

The Prime Minister, STi Jawaharlal Nehru, said:

nMp . Prime Ministers Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
nearly half a century ago when I was very young:lin years,
I remember reading & statement of an eminent statesman
of England who was then the Secretary of State for India.
Evidently some people 1in India had suggested or asked
and had probably mentioned

for self=-Government for India
had achieved self-Government as

- Canada as a place which
a Dominion. In answer to that Lord Morley, that eminent
statesman said that in Canada people wore fur-coats and
sity to India. Therein, of

a fur-coat was not a neces
course, Lord Morley did not exhibit that wide acquaintance
h an eminent person

with the world affairs that suc
should have possessed9 because'rur@coats;are-known‘to

be.worn in India at particular seasons; 1n particular
‘parts and there aré certain parts of India where they

aré worn throughout the yearo

In any event, yous g8ir, come from the land
of: fur-coats butsours 4’ a warmer c¢limate and T need

hardly say how welcome YOu are. But I mentioned this
t has stuck’in my

fur-coat incident because somehow 1 '
mind since theh and T was reminded of it today thinking
about Canada. -

Three or four years‘ago~1 went to Canada and
it was a great privilege'to meet you, Sir, and your
colleagues and many other people and above all to have
the extreme friendliness"Of‘the‘People*of Canada which
mde me feelbss 1f T2was not amongst strangers;at all
but among friendss 1 venture to think that during your
two or three days here you have also experienced that
feeling of being among friends and not wholly in an
alien land. India and Canada are far apart, almost as
far as any two countries can be. There are many
differences, in climates in background, iunvhistory°
Nevertheless, the fact remains’ that we have
Progressively discovered more and more things which bring
us together and which make us appreciate each other.

t because it so

Why is that so? presumably becauseé o= 10
happened that we also use fur-coats occasionally --, but

because of other things of the mind and the spirit which

havecdrawns us neaper® to ons another, because even when
ular matters, that has

‘We have differed in gome partic :
made no difference whatever to the fact that we had in
objectives, common outlook

a very large measure common Of :
and even to a considerable extent common ways of approach.

STMILARITY IN DIVERSITY

; 1 referred to an incident that happened 47
or 48 years agos gince then much has happened and today
you, Sir, visited our parliament House and addressed
our Members of Parliament and you observed, as you said
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frightening. “At the same time there are instances where
these can be got over. And there are instances when even
hostility has been succeeded by understanding and
friendship. And perhaps one of the most notable instances
is when ' India and Pakistan became indépendent countries
after a long period of some kind of colonial or semi-
colonial domination by the United Kingdom, It is a

remarkable instance in history when after' long generations
n should be resolved in a

of conflict, this questio '
friendly way, leaving practically mno trace of 111 will
or bitterness behind. Apart from that being good in
1tself, 1t has always struck me as a sign and a reminder
that orne can solve the most difficult of problems in a
friendly way if one approaches them in the right way. I
‘have found this spirit of approach ‘to these problems in
'a friendly and right way peculiarly in evidence in the
Statesmen who have represented Canada in the United Nations
i{f T may say so, .im Delhi. And
S0 it has been a very great pleasure for us. during these
nada in various fields of human
essively more and more to
tlook of Canada, .this friendly

and tolerant outlook of Canada which holding fast to her

‘own beliefs and conventions, can understand other's view-
ible addpt itself to other's

tially a spirit of understanding

s very far and which; would

of the world's problems

activity and to grow progr
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To'you, 8ir, I can

"9 have considered it my high pri ¢ to have knc
*“Coland to have your‘friendshipo We have met each other in

the ocourse of the last few years pp, various occasions,
but always.rather hustled by

‘Iwvnotovery much at leisure : Sbe
But even these brief occasions

~ “o.events and by our work. <& : ;
QEm 4 ing you, you have left on me a

‘that I have had of meet p left, on
e not only on me but _on others

deep impress - I believ on, I 1t_on ¢
from my country who have had the privilege of coming
in-eontact with you and 1 believe that that opinion
is shared by a very considerable number of my countrymen,
“in any event as a representative‘of a great country.
thing more than that about it. . We have
honoured you repre a country with which
as 'T:sald we have developed these,¢1056r.bond§ﬁcf
nonoured you as @ man .of high
‘ deavour. . -After

" understanding and we have ! "
- ¢ se and high en Ul .
s than what a man

'we contradic ‘
as to what we are,
“‘or as'a country an
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f[i?tegrity, of'hifh p_u:pot P I TR
a e importan man 1 ,
sagé.itAi; ggrﬁs who are engaged in this game of politics
‘say far too much, much too much, and sometimes maybe
’ t ourselves. But tﬁe important {agt remains
whether as an individual, a.group
' nfrgpeatingrand

' what we go 0 ti
Gaant ‘the mere act of being

'saying, And’sometimes perhaps the Hi -
°0nvegs more than other forms of action.
- 8o we have been very happy to welcome you here.

' F (1148t ars I have looked forward .to your
g ﬁgrzﬁegex finally heard that you wére coming

coming here a . and‘itvmadelmany Pthers.happy[also,
"I hope, in fact ure, that your visit here will
leavg in the minds Of'inf':etable’peopiﬁ‘in India the
pleaaantest.ﬁamorﬂes-ndwquly about you, Sir, - that
was inevitable - but also of Canada whom you represent
80 nobly.
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The Prime Minister thep proposed the toast
of Right HaqA'ble Louis 8§, St. Laurent,

Mr. 8t. Laurent said in reply:

There are no words to make you realise thaz
I am moved at the honoups that have been extended tog
by the Prime Minister of this great nation, It is tru
that I have been 18oking forward to repay the visit
with which the Prime Minjg Ster Nehru honoured us threee
or four years ago, When he came to our country I hop
he felt that warmth of our affectionate feelings for ..
himsélf and for the great people he represented mﬂTi%ﬁ
to offset any climatic conditions that might have temp pe
him to secure a fur coat in our land. . It :-4s moving ¥
treated in the manner I have been treated in the last
few days I have been here and in the next. four or five
days I will be Privileged to he 1 this great land.
Because after a13 when we come from the other side of

|

million people and that ye are receiveq a footing of
this cordial ang friendly equality py thgncovernmentof
more free men ang men. than in any other country °f.s
the world, Tt ig something which is apt to go to one

®at mass of world's
population. OQpne finds here 8150 the evidence of the

Y, even in Canada, ¥e
are cglebrating 8 Very short portfgn of that period

during which intelligent Men and women have produced

extraordinary givilisations on this terrestial globe.
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t

to b 11 shmef qe

%i 2“9 Present day. Ang we had coge zigﬁehzﬁffggy to Q§;ﬁ

digroric parts. We do realj se that we are perhaps SO
erent., By ge are apt to remember the two thing$s

f
ere none 9
.gggater trut? than what s express:gsigegﬁigscomment‘
€ colonelt'g lady ang Bridget 0'Grady are much the
Same under the skinw, .

do not knoy 1f in the f the
t?:u:ands °f Years in the past thegegzgazégnge:r that
this contres e Drospect b¢ the terrible results of
the gregtrggrzgshgge aEQuired from time to time over
may have aDpearaq bona Ure. Perhapg it was so., It pat
fire could p . 10 the first discoverers of fire t
Ay ey bgigg :bout the destruction op everything
WEE T2 [nog, (o When e discovereq electricity it
X% { ':.,nf_"lv o v .'vl‘:, R ‘i
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¥ not merely men who determ

"“and ‘perhaps ‘1t may be perm
An ‘the Greater “Force than thatof human intelligence
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“with theirlikely use.

“‘welfare to this world.
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was realised to what terrible purposes electronics can

here is no doubt that many of us are very
ospect's ‘of the ‘havoc and destruction
y ‘these a@omic forces that men

be put.' And 't
terrified at the pr
that could be wrought b

'have now discovered.

t after all most of ‘us beiievé that it 1is
ine the course of human events
itted to 'continue the belief
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that does design the destinies of 'mankind and 'permits
se forces that ‘we caneontrol

ws to discover only tho

_ _1The discovery of fire ‘and

electricity have given greater comfort and (greater
"And ‘when'we realise that these

the «disposal .ofirall ‘of us and

e~of us to use them against

g Staté or even a distant

tremendous forces are at

that the attempt-by-any on
eighbourin

'“a@ meighbour or a n :
;about«the-kindxof*retaliation that

nation would bring
would mean the end of this 20th century and the end of
civilization. I think that thought will be present
among the factors that will influence the decisions that
responsible men in nations of intelligent people will
at any time have to make.

And I can assure the Prime Minister and the
people of India that we enjoy their friendship, the warmth
of their friendship. But we are very self-interested
in our attempt to display our own friendship because

ent world conditions a

we do realise that under pres
cataclysm cannot be confined to any one country or even
And likewise we hope that welfare

any one continent.

ang prosperity and opportunities to derive benefit and
satisfaction from-the boun ise and All-seeing
Providench will 8iso:Be.mot Las 1ot of any one country

or any one continent. But that all can work together

and share together the annual jnerement that nature makes
it possible to derive from the bounties which are
gradually being released and which we look upon as

being new discoveries. But still when we see the
existing fear, we begin to wonder if we are really
making any discoveries.
y like mine, with a relatively

esources
Sma on., immense areas and immense T
it ask o e find ourselves in much

which still are untapped, ¥
the same position a$ your great people of India° We %
have much to do and it cannol be done unless ng worl -
be at peace. We wish to do our share to keep t i worl
at peace. We know it cannot be a large sh?re gu fwe
know that it can be of the sameé quality, i ng 2h
ty as that which will be done by the
And we are beginning

the same quanti ¢ the world
gty oF W Chalf of the people of

to re that rather more :
the w:iigehave their homes 1D the continent of Asia. And

I think it is a healthy
pecaus
t real fact 1

For a countr

really great n

realisation of tha
realistic waye
to be dealt witnhésearealism in our concepts of what
h of us should do. I can

very helpful to ¢ what eac
each of us can do’igister that the peopleto§ gzggda

assure the Prime M p
nt thin tha
pout the rig g St I &

have all agreed a

. When it was announce
:gigmptgdr:;agothe Prime Minister's visit to Indiﬁ’ there
was go dissenting voice throughout the whole Canadian
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t
ublic has sufficiently realised wha
e 832tgg{ypbe the influence, of the peoples %ern
ey in: on the destinies of g country in the nor o ve
. Ea: the North American continent. People the§ good”
§:§§y°to learn of the visit of their ambassador o

le
merica. And I wi]l] take back to my g AN
N::;nziga%er confidence in the prospects of the f“13Af
§o I must thank you, 8ir, for ‘this embarrassingly ir-
reception these great peoples are affording to th°e
ambassador of goodwill during the few weeks we hav
been among the People of the East

. S
(Mr. St. Laurent then proposed the toast Of;
Prime Minister, Sri Jawaharlal Nehru,)
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