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RESOURCES

Department of Foreign Affairs
and International Trade
(DFAIT) materials can be
ordered by calling:

Tel: (613) 944-4000

Or 1-800-267-8376

Fax: (613) 996-9709

For other materials, dial the
numbers provided below.
Unless otherwise indicated, all

materials are available in English |

and French. DFAIT mine action
publications are also accessible

on the web at: www.mines.ge.ca |

Print

Seeds of Terror, Seeds
of Hope: 1998-19989 Report
on the Canadian Landmine
Fund: DFAIT

Back issues of SafeLane
Canada’s Landmine Ban
Report: DFAIT

Text of the Convention on

the Prohibition of the

Use, Stockpiling,

Production and Transfer

of Anti-personnel Mines

and on their Destruction
Available in all six United

' Nations languages:

DFAIT

Banning Anti-Personnel
Mines — The Ottawa

. Treaty Explained Available
| in English, French and

| Spanish: International
Committee of the Red Cross
Tel: (613) 740-1802

Fax: (613) 740-1911

New! Measured Steps

A 16-minute presentation length
video — Available in English and
French: DFAIT

In Years, Not Decades

An 8-minute presentation length
video — Available in English,
French, Arablc and Portuguese
DFAIT ' '

One Step at: a Tlme
A 24-minute, broadcast-length
documentary — Available in
English, French, Russian and
Spanish: . DFAIT:... . ...

S = 3

Ban Landmines! The
Ottawa Process and the
International Movement
to Ban Landmines: DFAIT

FALL/WINTER 2000

Web sites

. DFAIT’s Safel ane:
| WWW. mines.gc.ca

New! Watch for a new, enhanced
SafeLane site this fall at the same
address!

New! Watch for a new Youth
Mine Action Ambassador
Program site this fall at:

. www.dangermines.ca

| Mines Action Canada:
| www.minesactioncanada.org

| International Campaign to Ban
| Landmines: www.icbl.org

International Committee of the
Red Cross: www.icrc.org
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AXWORTHY:

0CT 23 2000

Let us redouble ouEeforLsiLn.
universalize the Convention

Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Lloyd Axworthy

would like to offer my congratu-

lations and appreciation to all
those states, non-governmental and
international organizations, individ-
uals and groups who have worked
tirelessly to ensure the effective
implementation of the Ottawa
Convention over the past year.

It is the work of many people —
in their roles as state representa-
tives, community activists, front-
line mine action workers, teachers,
students and others — that will
make the goal of a world free from
the threat of anti-personnel (AP)
landmines achievable.

This year, vital international co-
ordination work has been carried
out by the Ottawa Convention’s
Standing Committees of Experts.
Through these committees, repre-
sentatives of states and non-govern-
mental and international organiza-
tions have worked together to
focus and advance our international

mine action efforts and to measure
progress made in achieving our
objectives. Their efforts have
served as a global focal point for
deliberations on mine action and
much has been accomplished since
the committees first met in
September 1999.

As the cover of this newsletter
celebrates, the year 2000 yielded
another historic milestone in the
movement to ban AP mines. On July
21, the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania became the 100th coun-
try to ratify the Ottawa Convention —
after an unprecedented short period
of only 32 months. This achievement
signals that global support for the
Convention continues to grow as we
progress ever further toward our
goal of its complete universalization.

And there are many other sto-
ries of progress to be shared. The
Canadian government and
Canadian non-governmental organi-

FALL/WINTER 2000

zations are implementing the
Convention by clearing mines,
destroying stockpiles, improving
mine awareness, assisting mine
survivors and developing more
effective mine action technologies.
Canadian NGO coalition Mines
Action Canada continues to mobi-
lize grassroots Canadian concern
about this issue, while individuals
like Waterloo students Kyle
Ruttan and Scott Cressman,
through their creative school pro-
ject, have helped to further our
common goal of ending the human
suffering caused by AP mines.

While we should be proud of
these efforts and the advance-
ments we have made over the past
year, we should not forget that our
task remains huge. Land that is
vital to the socio-economic devel-
opment of some of the world’s
poorest countries remains contam-
inated with mines. Men, women
and children continue to fall victim
to these weapons daily. Some
states have used these indiscrimi-
nate Killers in the past year. And
while a majority of the world’s
states have ratified the Ottawa
Convention, many still have not.

We must remind ourselves of
the importance of this work. And as
we head into the Second Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention in
Geneva, September 11-15, 2000, and
beyond, let us redouble our efforts
to universalize and fully implement
the Convention.

The work of the international
mine action community and the
achievements of the Ottawa
Convention have been cause for
great hope in recent years. Let us not
rest until our work is complete. @

UP FRONT
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Highlights of a year’s work

The Ottawa
Convention’s
Standing
Committees
of Experts

At the First Meeting of States
Parties in Maputo,
Mozambique in May 19389,
the Ottawa Convention's
intersessional program was
created “to focus and advance
our mine action efforts and to
measure progress made in
achieving our objectives.”

This intersessional pro-
gram involved five thematic
committees, each meeting
twice between September
1999 and May 2000. The
number of issues covered
and actions taken by these
committees has been
impressive. What follows
are some highlights of
their work.

Implementing the
Convention

The General Status and Operation
of the Convention Committee has:

V¥ evaluated the process of providing
transparency reports under Article 7
of the Convention, proposed adjust-
ments and encouraged compliance
with this aspect of the Convention.

¥ increased clarification of matters
related to mines retained for training
and research under Article 3 of the
Convention.

¥V initiated a process of examining
issues related to the clarification of
compliance under Article 8.

¥ made recommendations designed
to streamline the post-Second Meet-
ing of States Parties intersessional
program.

Clearing mines

The Mine Clearance Committee
has:

V¥ reviewed work on revising interna-
tional standards for mine clearance
and efforts to develop guidelines for
mine action, including guidelines on
the use of the military in mine action.

¥V studied the implementation of rec-
ommendations made in the 1996-97
United Nations Report Development of
Indigenous Mine Action Capabilities.

¥ recommended further exploring the
impact of mine clearance on peace
building and reconstruction.

WV asked the Geneva International
Centre for Humanitarian Demining
(GICHD) to draft a glossary of mine
action terminology.

100 ratifications closer to a mine free world!

Numbers in circles represent
the number of ratifications

| Time Line

December 3, 1997
Convention opens for
signature and ratification

Since opening for signature and ratification in December, 1897, the Ottawa Convention
banning anti-personnel mines has moved toward universalization with unprecedented speed,
achieving 100 country ratifications in July 2000 after only 32 months!

December 3, 1998
First anniversary

September 16, 1998 of the Convention

Convention achieves 23

required ratifications
for entry into force
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Developing technology

The Technologies for Mine Action
Committee has:

V¥ agreed on the importance of on-going
dialogue between developers of mine
action technologies and end users.

V¥ saw a consensus emerge on the need
for a “tool-box approach”, involving the
use of different combinations of mine
clearance technologies and techniques
according to local circumstances.

¥ recognized that while mine detection
dogs (MDD) can be invaluable to mine

clearance, measures should be taken to
develop MDD accreditation procedures.

¥ noted the need to develop user-
friendly mine action information tech-
nologies as well as recognizing progress
made to this end through the develop-
ment of the United Nations Mine Action
Service/GICHD Information Manage-
ment System for Mine Action (IMSMA).

May 3, 1999

First Meeting of States Parties -

Maputo, Mozambique

March 1, 1999
Convention
enters into force

1999

Destroying stockpiles

The Stockpile Destruction
Committee has:

¥ ensured that the mine action com-
munity is conscious of the impor-
tance of stockpile destruction in our
integrated approach to addressing
the global landmine problem.

¥ reviewed existing and potential
sources of financial and technical
assistance for stockpile destruction
and discussed means to link donors
and recipients.

V¥ assessed overall progress in
destroying global stockpiles.

¥ noted the merits and constraints
of various methods of stockpile
destruction.

December 3, 1999
Second anniversary
of the Convention
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Assisting victims
The Victim Assistance and Mine
Awareness Committee has:

V¥ promoted a Portfolio of Victim
Assistance Guidelines as a single
information resource on the full
spectrum of victim assistance
activities.

¥ recognized the usefulness of
UNICEF’s Mine Awareness Guide-
lines and recommended that they
be integrated into efforts to devel-
op broader mine action guidelines.

V¥ raised awareness of the need
for more effective reporting on
support for victim assistance pro-
grams, according to the obliga-
tions under Article 6 of the Con-
vention.

August 7,
July 21, 2000 And growing...
Convention's

100th ratification

2000
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NICARAGUA » HONDUR

Destroying;

stockpiles

by Hank Morris

ix thunderous explosions rippled across the

military range and reverberated through the
hills of the northern Nicaraguan training base of
Condega, signalling Nicaragua’s fourth destruc-
tion of stockpiled anti-personnel (AP) mines in
compliance with the Ottawa Convention.
Plumes of black smoke drifted toward the near-
by mountain, but the lower grey tendrils hung
near the blackened holes that had held 10,000
mines. Ten thousand less and counting...

Moments before, President Arnoldo Aleman,
surrounded by members of the diplomatic corps
and the press overlooking the range area, had
given the order over the radio for the controlled
detonation. I was there representing Canada’s
Ambassador for Mine Action and heading a
technical team from Canada’s Department of
National Defence accompanied by regional and
local Organization of American States (OAS)
demining representatives.

The visit by the Mine Action Team, coordi-
nated with the Washington OAS office, had
begun earlier in the week. We had met with the
Nicaraguan Corps of Engineer Chief Lt. Colonel
Bassi and his staff to exchange information on
methods and procedures of preparation and
destruction techniques and had reviewed future
plans and foreseeable problems related to
destruction of landmine stockpiles

Two days before the blast, representatives of
the Canadian team and the OAS inspected the
stockpile to be destroyed. Back in Managua, I met
with donor countries and non-governmental orga-
nizations to obtain their opinions and views con-
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One of six blasts destroying a total of 10,000
anti-personnel mines at Condega, Nicaragua.

cerning compliance with the Ottawa Convention.

When Nicaragua signed the convention in
December 1997, they had more than 130,000 AP
mines stockpiled. Since then, they have detailed
plans to destroy all of them within a two-year
time frame, a schedule two years faster than the
Ottawa Convention stipulation.
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Honduras

the visit.

An eight-hour drive north of
Managua, the team arrived in
Tegucigalpa, the capital of
Honduras. The haunting effects of
Hurricane Mitch were still evident
throughout the city. Once again
the regional and local OAS demi-
ning representatives had organized

The Vice-Minister of Defence
Rosales Abella and Chief of Staff
Colonel Lopez Carballo and their
staff met with us to exchange views
on how and where to destroy

A POM-Z bounding mine before
and after destruction.

FALL/WINTER 2000 FIELD
NOTES

Honduras’ stock of approximately
7,000 AP mines. The team visited
and inspected several storage areas
and surveyed possible sites for the
planned destruction. The exchange
of information was beneficial and
has allowed the Honduran authori-
ties to proceed with their destruc-
tion plans in 2000.

At the end of the joint visit, a
press conference was held explain-
ing the Ottawa Convention and
Honduras’ plans to comply with
Article 4 — the Convention’s article
concerning stockpile destruction.

There are very active humanitar-
ian demining programs in both
Nicaragua and Honduras. Both
hosts showed an openness and
transparency throughout the visit of
the Canadian team.

At this rate, Central America
could be one of the first regions to
comply with the Convention. In a
region where less than two decades
ago the sounds of warfare were
common, present explosions signal
a peacetime implementation of the
Ottawa Convention. @

ANQ/M3AST PUBWLION'|0D"]

Hank Morris, a veteran of 10 years
service in Central America with
the United Nations, is Special
Advisor on Stockpile Destruction
to Canada’s Mine Action Team.

Canada helps buy shelters for Honduran deminers

Canada has contributed $60,000 to the Organization of
American States (OAS) to purchase shelters and relat-
ed equipment for OAS demining teams in Honduras.
The shelters are intended to improve the deminers’
living conditions — especially during rainy season —
and thus make clearance safer and more effective.
With Canada’s contribution, the OAS bought six
tents for the Honduras Mine Action Program. The pro-
gram — a collaborative effort between the OAS and the

Honduran Army — requested the shelters during the
joint OAS/Canada stockpile mission in early spring
2000. Once mine clearance is finished in Honduras, the
OAS will transfer the tents to other mine action pro-
grams in the region.

The Honduras Mine Action Program suffered equip-
ment loss and damages when Hurricane Mitch devas-
tated the country in 1999. Nonetheless, Honduras is set
to complete its demining by the end of 2000. ®
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Americas stockpile
destruction seminar

On November 6 and 7, 2000,
representatives of the
countries of North and South
America will gather in Buenos
Aires to discuss the Ottawa
Convention and destruction of
stockpiled anti-personnel (AP)
mines.

Canada and Argentina will
co-host the meeting in collabo-
ration with the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace,
Disarmament and Development
in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and the
Organization of American
States (OAS) Mine Action Unit.

States will gather for two
days to discuss their obligations
to destroy stockpiles mines
within Convention timelines.
Experts from the region will
exchange information concern-
ing the type and quantity of
stockpiled mines, as well as
methodologies and experiences
in planning for destruction. The
group will also look at monitor-
ing, verification, donor assis-
tance and coordination.

Destruction of stockpiled
mines is key to preventing the
spread of mines, but is techni-
cally a complex task. Canada
offers technical support to help
signatories work to meet their
obligations to destroy stock-
piled mines.

The objectives of this semi-
nar are to facilitate the goal of a
landmine free zone in the
Western Hemisphere and com-
pliance with the stockpile
destruction sections of the
Ottawa Convention. The

seminar is also expected to pro-
vide a regional forum in Latin
America for debate on best
practices and lessons learned in
AP mine stockpile destruction.
The Americas are poised to
become the first mine free
hemisphere. All but one of the
34 OAS Member States have
signed the Ottawa Convention,
and as of August 17, 2000,
26 had ratified it. @
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Drawing a picture: How
some Angolan children
pass on knowledge of
landmines to their
families.
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\WHERE CHILDREN DON'T FEAR TO TREAD:
Fvaluating mine awareness training in Angola

by Aparna Swaminathan — CIET Canada

In Angola, children who receive
mine awareness training pass on
vital information about mine risks
to family members. But they may
themselves be at higher risk as a
result of the training.

Through research carried out in
collaboration with UNICEF Angola
and Canada’s Department of

LIDADRUYM SBleYD

Foreign Affairs Mine Action Team,
CIET Canada, a community-based
research organization, found that
children were more likely to enter a
mined area after receiving mine
awareness training at school. And,
although they knew more about the
physical threat of mines, they were
no better prepared for what to do
when encountering a mine or a
minefield.

Children are often the target
audience of mine awareness pro-
grams because they are at particu-
lar risk of mine accidents. Yet they
are seldom active participants in
evaluations of mine action and
have little or no input into the
design of materials.

The CIET Canada evaluation of
UNICEF’s mine awareness pro-
gramming in Angola focused on
children’s knowledge and risk-tak-
ing behaviour in relation to mines.
Conducted in Huila province in the
south and Uige province in the
north, the research engaged more
than 1100 primary school children,
their parents and neighbours in
2000 households, as well as school
teachers and community leaders in
21 communities. Mine awareness
program managers were also inter-
viewed.

The evaluation, completed in
March 2000, found that mine
awareness materials and messages
transmitted information about the

Women's focus group helps
evaluate mine awareness education.

danger of mines and standard mine
markings and signs, but they did
not encourage ‘mine smart’ behav-
iour among children. The educa-
tional materials were also difficult
to understand for anyone without
formal education.

The evaluation recommended
ways that awareness programs
could be fine-tuned to decrease risk
and suit the needs of children.
UNICEF Angola facilitated exten-
sive discussion on the findings with
mine awareness program managers
and school teachers. Ways to
improve program delivery and
revise curriculum materials are cur-
rently being discussed.

Angola has been at war almost
continually since 1975 and land-
mines have been used extensively
by several parties that have fought
over Angolan territory. According
to Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA),
the largest mine clearance agency
in Angola, mines have been laid in
all 18 Angolan provinces and over
70 mine types from over 20 coun-
tries have been found.

The true extent of mining in
Angola is still unknown because of
the resumption of war between
government forces and UNITA at
the end of 1998. According to NPA,
“Angola probably rates as the worst
mine affected country in the world
and arguably the most difficult to
clear.”

Angola signed the Ottawa
Convention on December 4, 1997,
but has yet to ratify it. @
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Usiﬁg data collected with the Global Positioning System (GPS),

surveyors complete a minefield survey report back at camp.

Mark Yarmoshuk/DND

Canadian Forces technical advisors
assist Mozambique demining program

Canadian Landmine Fund

initiative at the
Accelerated Demining Program
(ADP) in Maputo, Mozambique
has provided $120,000 in high-
tech survey and mapping
equipment and three Canadian
Forces experts to develop a
local capacity to use it.

Captain Mark Yarmoshuk,

Master Warrant Officer Luc
Lorrain and Warrant Officer
Roger Landry of the Canadian
Forces arrived in Maputo in

e T P I g Y

April 1999 for a one-year
assignment. Their task was to
develop the ADP’s capability to
manage minefield related infor-
mation and use it to plan mine
clearance.

Mozambique’s deminers are
among the most highly skilled
in the world, but careful priori-
tization and planning is crucial

to ensure the maximum benefit

to the affected population.
The project has purchased
satellite based positioning

equipment capable of recording
minefield locations to an accu-
racy of less than one metre as
well as database and mapping
hardware and software.
Lorrain and Landry spent
much of their year in
Mozambique working at mine-
field sites to improve the tech-
nical and leadership skills of
the ADP’s minefield survey
teams. Yarmoshuk was respon-
sible for implementing the
minefield database and geo-

SAFE LANE - CANADA'S LANDMINE BAN REPORT

Master Warrant Officer Luc
Lorrain demonstrates GPS
equipment in the field.

graphical information system (GIS),
and ensuring that the project at ADP
was well integrated with other
Canadian sponsored mine action ini-
tiatives. These include a country
wide Level One Socio-economic
Impact Survey and assistance to the
National Demining Institute.

With this new GIS equipment the
ADP now has one of the most
advanced integrated survey, data-
base and mapping capabilities in
Mozambique. This is good not only
for mine action, but will also
strengthen national capacity in sur-
vey and mapping for other develop-
ment purposes.

During Mozambique’s flood dis-
aster in March and April 2000, the
ADP was the only Mozambican
organization able to collect infor-

IMPROVING MINE ACTION IN MOZAMBIQUE:
CIDA aids coordination efforts

he Canadian International Development Agency

(CIDA) has been working with the Mozambique
Government to improve the country’s capacity to
address its landmine problem.

In June 1999, Mozambique established a new and
independent national mine action co-ordinating body,
changing the status of the Commissdo Nacional de
Desminagem (CND) to the Instituto Nacional de
Desminagem (IND), or National Institute for» i
The move was aimed at developing an i

ble of coordinating and assisting mine action

Mozambique — one of the world

countries — and to e
would meet the
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mation related to infrastructure
damage, relief camp locations and
flood levels. ADP merged the infor-
mation with existing databases on
minefield locations, health posts
and schools to produce maps show-
ing the current flood situation. In
the early weeks of the international
response to the floods, the ADP
acted as one of the primary suppli-
ers of mapping information for the
flood-affected regions.

Following the flood Yarmoshuk
and Lorrain’s assignments were
extended for three months. They
returned to Canada at the end of
July confident that they had helped
build a solid capability to record
minefield locations accurately and
use the resulting data to plan clear-
ance activities more effectively. @

port, it had to cope with the harsh realities of setting up
a coordinating body responsible for overseeing a series
of crucial tasks ranging from hlghly bechmcal mappmg

surveys to hfe«threatenmg de

FIELD ' |
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Canada supports mine clearance
in Abkhazia, Georgia

In the early months of 2000, Canada
supported mine clearance activities in
the territory of Abkhazia in the former
Soviet Republic of Georgia, which was
left littered with landmines by a seces-
sionist conflict that ended in 1994.

Canada contributed $215,000 to mine
clearance and production of a Level One
Socio-economic Impact Survey of mined
land in the territory. The work was done
by British demining organization HALO
Trust which has staff working in several
mine affected regions including
Afghanistan, Angola and Somalia. In
Abkhazia, Canadian funds were used for
overhead costs and to purchase vehi-
cles, communications and computer
equipment.

The level one survey has provided
the Georgian government and interna-
tional donor countries the clearest pic-
ture yet of the mine problem in
Abkhazia.

Survey results showed that almost
half of mined land in Abkhazia (48 per
cent) is of low priority for clearance, as
it is not close to human habitation, no
accidents have occurred and cleared
land is unlikely to be used. About 45 per
cent of mined land is of medium priority,
as accidents have occurred and cleared
land may be, or is likely to be, used.
Only seven percent of mined land is of
the highest priority, meaning that acci-
dents have occurred and pressure for
the use of the land is very high. This
information allows more effective plan-
ning for mine action projects in the terri-
tory.

HALO Trust has marked the majority
of high and medium priority land and is
working to clear the highest priority
land as quickly as possible. Equipment
purchased with Canada’s funding will
have a lasting impact on HALO Trust’s
ability to fulfil these tasks. @ .

pe
i

Demining a former football pitch
near the Gumista river in Abkhazia.
400 anti-personnel mines were . .
.cleared from this field.

I
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Slovenia’s International
Trust Fund thanks Canada
for its contributions

'n June 2000, representatives of

Slovenia’s International Trust
Fund for Demining and Mine
Victims Assistance visited Canada
to thank us for our support of the
Fund to date.

The Fund’s Director, Jernej
Cimpersek, and Deputy Director,
Goran Gacnik met with Canada’s
Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd
Axworthy to discuss the success of
the Canada-Slovenia partnership.
Cimpersek and Gacnik also met
with Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) and
Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade representatives
to review programs and discuss
future plans.

Slovenia’s International Trust
Fund was established by the gov-
ernments of Slovenia and the
United States in March 1998 to
assist Bosnia and Herzegovina to
deal with the long term challenges

of landmine contamination. In
1999, the fund’s operation expand-
ed to include Kosovo, Croatia and
Albania.

What makes the
Fund unique is
that each
contribution is
matched dollar-
for-dollar by the
United States

What makes the Fund unique is
that each contribution is matched
dollar-for-dollar by the United
States, to a total possible ceiling of
$56 million over two years, includ-
ing matching funds. Donations in
the fund’s first year, 1998-99,
totalled US$12.2 million. These
donations were matched with US
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Canada'’s contribution to
Slovenia’s Trust Fund has helped
fund mine clearance in Bosnia by
groups such as Handicap
International /Ackija Protiv Mina.

funds for a total of US$24.4 million.

Since the Fund’s creation,
Canada has contributed $2.6 million
to it for mine action projects in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Kosovo. These funds have support-
ed projects in Bosnia, with contri-
butions to Handicap International/
Ackija Protiv Mina, SFOR and
Norwegian People’s Aid for mine
clearance, the Canadian
International Demining Centre for
mine detection dogs, and victim
assistance.

In Kosovo, funds have been con-
tributed to the United Nations Mine
Action Coordination Centre. We are
currently exploring options for fur-
ther contributions.

Canada’s representative on the
Board of Advisors of Slovenia’s
International Trust Fund, W. G.
Robinson, Q.C., will serve as Board
chair for a one-year term starting in
September 2000. ®




Canada to chair
Stability Pact

Regional Support Group
for Mine Action

What is the Stability Pact for South

East Europe?

It is a process to promote peace, prosperity, stability and
regional cooperation through the full integration of all
countries in southeastern Europe into the European and
Euro-Atlantic political, economic and security structures.

Why is it important?

The Stability Pact unites, in a single forum, attempts to
bring about political, economic, social and security
reforms to the region and provides a mechanism through
which the region’s states can express their views.

What is the Stability Pact’s relation-
ship to mine action?

A special committee on mine action has been created
under the auspices of the Pact’s Working Table Three:
Security Issues. Since many of the states of southeast
Europe are mine affected, it is logical that mine action
form part of a wider approach to improving security for
participating states.

The Stability Pact has established a Regional Support
Group for Mine Action and for the moment Canada is in
the chair. The roles and responsibilities for this group are
currently being developed.
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What will the Regional Mine Action
Support Group do?

Broadly speaking, the Regional Mine Action Support
Group will act as a catalyst to promote regional mine
action, to facilitate synergy within the region and to high-
light where maximum value might be attained with on-
the-ground projects.

The group will act as a focal point for exchanging
information and standards and as a liaison between all
members. Our overall functions are to facilitate, support,
coordinate and encourage. The group does not have any
mandate to evaluate, manage or direct existing programs,
and above all, we do not wish to duplicate existing frame-
works for coordination, such as the United Nations. @
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Canadian Lieutenant
General (retived) Gordon
Reay has recently been
named chair of the
Regional Support Group
Jor Mine Action under the
auspices of the Stability
Pact for South East
Europe. Here, in an
interview with SafeLane,
Gen. Reay explains the
group’s mine action efforts.
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Canadian technical
advisor to assist
with Albanian

stockpile
destruction

n September 2000, Canada

will send a technical advi-
sor to Albania to assist with
the destruction of stockpiled
munitions, including land-
mines.

The advisor will be
deployed for one year to the
Albanian Ministry of
Defence where he will assist
with the destruction of
stockpiled munitions and
help develop a national plan
for clearance of unexploded
ordnance throughout the
country.

Located in a region
plagued by conflict in recent

decades, Albania is home to

numerous munitions depots

stockpiled over time.
Increasingly coming out of
isolation, the former
Communist state in south-

eastern Europe signed the l\_‘ /)

Ottawa Convention
September 8, 1998 and it rat-
ified February 29, 2000. It
requires technical and finan-
cial assistance to meet its
Convention obligations. An
initial mission to Albania by
Canada’s Ambassador for
Mine Action Daniel
Livermore confirmed
Canada’s willingness to sup-

e EAPC held

FALL/WINTER 2000

__ Located in a region
plagued by conflict in
recent decades,
Albania is home to
numerous munitions
depots stockpiled
over time

port mine action and stock-
pile destruction there.

Though landmines are
not as large a problem in
Albania as unexploded ord-
nance, the Canadian advisor
will help the country con-
front the organizational chal-
lenge of setting priorities
and developing programs to
dispose of munitions.

This project is being co-
financed by Canada’s
Department of Foreign
Affairs and International
Trade and Department of
National Defence. It is hoped
that the operation will assist
Albania in the safe disposal
of its munitions and in moni-
toring any future Canadian-
assisted stockpile destruc-
tion projects in Albania. @
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FIELD
NOTES

by Mike Weickert — World Vision

he northwest provinces of

Cambodia are the most
heavily mined areas of the
country resulting in the highest
numbers of amputees and dis-

%‘.
z
g
g

abled people.

The social stigma associated
with being disabled in
Cambodia is very hard to over-
come, making gainful employ-

SAFE LANE — CANADA'S LANDMINE BAN REPORT

ment difficult and
training expensive
compared to that
for non-disabled
people.

Amputees
have difficulty
farming because
their artificial
limbs do not work
well in the mud or
rice paddies, nor
do they have the
energy to push the
ox-driven ploughs.
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