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"'»O_N THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE ¢ GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE
BLESSED GOD."”

BY MR. JOUN M‘LAURIN, OF THE CANADA BAPTIST €OLLEGE.

P  Eternal love,
FEternal sovereign love, and sovereign grace,
Wisdom and power, and merey mfinite,
The Father, Son. and Holy Spirit God,
Pevised the wondrous phin—devised achieved.”
e PoLLoK.
‘O a subject so delightful, so extensive, glo-
Tious, and important, as that of the Gospel,
it'is difficult and almost impossible to be
riginnl and concise, 1t is a subject which
filed the miserable malignant spirits in hell,
with perplexity, vexatious anguish, anger,
‘and sorrow, by being so opposed and so
‘haffied in their wicked desigus,—a subject
which has filled the holy and happy angels
Wflight with admiring wonder and joy; and
into which they, with the greatest intensity,
desire to Yook,——a subject which caused light,
‘j63; and happiness to be diffused into the
Yéarts of an inpumerable company of human
béings, of sinners saved here on carth ; and
“fowhom it communicated the delightful an-
“ipation, and good hope through grace, of a
never-ending happiness hereatter in the glories
dave; and which shall be the means of
tonducting unnumbered millions saved from
the guilt of <in and wrath to come, to the
piradise of God, to the never-ending joy and
blessedness of heaven.  And more than this,
iwbjm-t which, as far as we know, cost the
[Creator mare than the whole creation of
olds, and which engiaged morve than any
thing in the universe, the attention and
bt revard of the Mast High God, the Triune
Pbomh. himself.  On a suhject, then, so
stensively great, so highly important, as that

which is now hefore us, we may indeed ex-
claim with intensity of feeling, Who is, or
can be, sufficient to describe the wonderful,
and glorious aspect, and character of its
NATURE j—and the tendency, results, and
effects of its vast and beneficial Desroy ?
‘What, then, is tobe understood as signified
by the ¢ Glorious Gospel of the Blessed
God?"* We are to understand by it, a reve-
lation of God's mercy. Glad tidings of sal-
vation—good news of redemption, through
fuith in the sufferings and merits of Christ
the Son of God, even to a guilty, perishing
world—a message of mercy from God to his
depraved, sinful creatures—the good tidings
of great joy to all people of the coming of

* The Greek word ecuangelion, whichis translated
Gospel, signifies good message or tidings (from ex,
goad, aud angeha, 2 message or Lidings): and cor-
responds exactly with the Enghsh word Gos el,
which is derived from the Saxon word god. god or
good, and spel, word or tidsngs, denoting G:ad’s word,
or good saying. How ex})resswe of tius menning
are the following texts ot the Holy Scnptures:—
“ How beautiful npon the mountains are the feet of
him that bringeth good tidwgs, that publisheth

cace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub-
isheth salvation ; that saith ditto Zion, Thy God
reigueth ! Is, 1.7, and 31,9, Lukeii. 11—15. Jobn
m. 16. Rom. x.15. 1 Tun.i.13. Al these, with
<everal others, direct us for salvation to the Lamnb
of God, that taketh away the sin of the world. The
sacred writers use the térm Gospel, with a variety
of epithets, such a8s the * Glonous Gosnel nf the
Biossed God,” (1 Tim i. 11, : “ The Gospel of the
meace of God.” { Acts X\.24): the Gospel of lns Son
{Rom. 1. 1—3): the Gaspel of Satvation ¢ Eph. i.
, 13 : Gospel of Peare (Lph. vi. 133z and Word of
! Reroneihation 3 Cor. v. 19': and various other
i appeliations aigmificant ol ts meanmg.
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the Messiah, together with all its joyful cir-
cumstanees—the faithful saying and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—that God so
laved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whasoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life—
a wonderful and mysterious manifestation of
the holiness, wisdom, justice, mercy, and
perfections of God, in the unparalleled and un-
speakable love, condescension, and sufferings
of the Son of God, for the redemption of a
sinful, rebellious race. It is the fulfilling and
accomplishing of the ceremonial shadows and
sacrifices of the law, and predictions of the
prophets :—it is a manifestation by which is
exhibited to the intelligent creation, the in-
finitely glorious character and spotless purity
of the perfections of God, as the God of Jove;
the just God and the Saviour ; his being just
as the justifier of the ungodly sinner that
believeth in Jesus.

The Gospel is a HisTory of events the
most wonderful and glorious which the crea-
tion ever bebeld—of God being manifested
in the flesh—of the wonderful condescension
and unspeakable love of the Redeemer. The
birth, preaching, miracles, sufferings, holy
life, and painful death,—the burial, resurrec-
tion, and receiving up into glory of the Son
of God our Saviour. In the invaluable his-
tory of the Gaspel is related and recorded the
conquering of our enemies by Christ;—THis
finishing the work of our redemption, with
his sitting on the right hand of the Majesty
on High, as our mediator, friend, and
Saviour, with all pewer given unto him in
heaven and in earth. Time and eternity,
heaven, earth, and hell are concerned or
affected by these grand events. Thus it
may truiy be said, that iu the Gospel we
have the chie/ eveats that adorn the records
of time, and enliven the history of the
universe.

In the Holy Seriptures the Gospel is em-
phatically designated ¢ Good tidings of gaod "
And the experience of the people of Godl in
every age, found itxto be indeed great and
glorious, wonderful and good; of inestimable
excelience and value; bringing glory to God,
and peace, salvation, and happiness to men:
experience proving it to be perfect in its rules,
means, and motives, invitations and promises,
fully adapted to the necessities and circumstan-
ces of mankind. The salvation which the gos-
pel declares and confers on those who believe
it, is great, glorieus, and good; devised
by the great God, accomplished by great
means, for the salvation of many from great
miscry, to obtain great happiness. A salva-
tion which maintains the rights of God, as
well as the necessities of man, which renders
God gloyious in all his perfections, as well as
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thase that shall be saved completely happy.
A salvation worthy of its glorious and perfect
author to give, and of man with the highest
esteem, gratitude, love, and confidence, to re.
ceive, as more precious than all the glory and
richesof the earth.  The Gospel is beyond de-
scription good and glorious,—its excellency
so far surpassing every other system of religion
which had been in the world, whether called
by that of Idolatry, Philosophy, Morality,
or whatever name, that no comparison can
be drawn between them,

When we look into the history of the
world, what an appalling sight is presented
before us. Nearly the whole earth in a state
of degradation, misery, and departure from
the living and true God; immersed in the
grossest ignorance, cruelty, idolatry, and
horrid impurities; and saying, as it were, to
the Great Creator and God of the universe,
“ Depart from us: we desire not the know-
ledge of thy ways.” The stream of sin and
sorrow has flowed without intermission, like
an overflowing flood, over the whole earth
for nearly six thousand yeavs, filling every
age and nation with misery, lamentation,
mourning, and wo, except where the glori-
ous and beneficial influence of the Gospel has
been felt. When or where have the abom-
inations of wickedness ceased to be practised,
and the cries of mourning ceased to resound,
but where the Gospel had been kuown and
believed 2 Were not the earth, sea, and sky
searched for, and all the ingenuity of man’s
art tried to find out objects of worship aud
adoration, by the guilty, degenerate, and
erring offspring of man? Tdols of gold, sil
ver, wood, and stone, and of various forms,
were made in multiplied thousands. The
sun, moon, stars, mountains, rivers, animals,
birds, fishes, and even the most loathsome
reptiles have been objects of worship and
adored as gods by the miserable, desraded
inhabitants of the carth! Honour and wor-
ship have been given to the creature, more
than to the Creator, who is blessed for ever
more. Under these various systems of
adoration and worship, bave been performed
labours the most toilsome, and rites the mog
impure, and cruelties, sometimes, to stch a
degree, that even parents would sacrifie
their children as offerings to the great cnemy
of God and man ; so that man by naturebe
came more degraded, and more vile, than the
beasts that perish. Aund alas! the wordof
God, the history of the world, and our owo
experience, most fully concur and prove, tha
all are guilty and depraved,that all the desires
imaginations, and actions of all unregenerate
and wicked men are cvil, and that contint
ally, until renewed by grace. Now, tht
glorions character and excellency of {he Gos
pel is still more wonderfully scen, that udd
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it, and by it, sinners of the worst kind that
we have been describing, have been by it
brought fram the thraldom of sin and Satan,
to the glorious liberty of the children of God.
See 1 Cor. vi. 9—12. All other means
proved unavailing—increased their guilt—
aud made their misery deeper.
The Gospel is not ouly glovious in com-
patison of the various other systems which
were in the world, but it is also glorious and
goold in distinction from, and in compar-
ison of the dispensation of the Law. Itis
in its aspect more benign, and in its agency
more benefivinl.  The gospel, as a revelation
of merey and salvation, far excels in glory
that of the law, which was a revelation of
condemnation.  How terrible, servile, figura-
tive, dark, and deathful was the dispensation
of the ceremonial law, its ordinances being
but shadows of the good things which were
to come uunder the gospel. But amiable,
substantial, Jasting, and glorious are the or-
dinances, proumises, and doctrines of the Gos-
pel. The ministration of the Gospel is there-
fore more glorious, 2 Cor. iii. It is true
that the law of God is in itself holy, just, and
gond; and as such has been employed by the
Spirit of God to convince men of sin, and to
teach themn the value of the vemedy provided
for them in the Gospel. But, instead of
possessing power to render the sinner just
before God, an Israelite indeed, without
guile, the office of the law is, by its own
spirituality, to shew us our exceeding sinful-
ness, to condemn us, and to declare to us that
we are aceursed, for not having continued in
all things written in the book of the law to
do them. It is true that the Gospel requires
perfect obedicuce to its commands; but yet
itnot only provides for believers' pardon of
their sins committed before their conversion,
but of those also which they afterwards com-
mit.  But the judgment of the law adumits of
o indulgence to those who are under it: it
demands 2 full and perfect observance of all
its requirements, without the least deviation
or the smallest speck of sin; and where it
does not find that state of perfection, it con-
demns all that ave without it. It is alaw
which must be obeyed and made bonourable,
even though by the enforcement of its sanc-
tions, it shall sweep into an abyss of eternal
misery all the generations of the rebellious.
But though we are by natuve guilty, without
grength, ungodly, sinuers, enemies to God
by wicked works, and under the condemna-
tion of the Jaw, yet even in that state, the
Gespel proclaims unto us free pardon, accep-
tance with God, salvation from condemna-
tion, and a right to everlasting glory and
happiness; and that simply through faith in
Christ Jesus, and forsaking of sin.  Yes, sins
of the deepest dye shall then be washed away
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by the blood of Jesus Christ the Son of Gads
which cleanseth from all sin : though our
‘“sins were as scarlet, they shall be white as
snow—though red Jike crimson, they shall be
aswool.” The Gospel proclaims arighteous-
ness in Christ so perfect as to answer all
the demands of the law, both as to its
penalty and obedience; a righteousnesssofree
as to extend to the chief of sinners, by which
the vilest of sinners becomes perfectly justi-
ficd the moment he believes in Christ and
accepts of his salvation,—the beneficial effects
of whose righteousness reaches back to the
period of the fall of man, aud forward
through the endless ages of eternity. The
law comes unto us with awful dénunciations
and threatenings of punishment; but the
Gospel comes unto us with the kindest invita-
tions of mercy, richly stored with temporal
and spiritual promises and blessings in Christ
Jesus, with benefits of the most needful, suit-
able, important, and most exalted kind. But
it is impossible to describe the glory of the
Gospel and its inestimable worth, unless we
could fully reckon up all the spiritual and
eternal evils which are prevented the riches
of grace and glory which are carried on and
promoted, and all the glory of the divine per-
fections which are displayed by it. The
most extensive range of thought which men
or angels ave capable, is lost iu the ivfinity
of the glorious perfections of Ged, in the
ceternal love and amazing sufferings of the
Redeemer for those who were in enmity
against him, as manifested in the plan of sal-
vation revealed in the Gaspel. How great,
how weighty, and important ave the declura-
tions which the Gospel makes of the evil o)
sin, of the misery from which it saves, and
the happiness to which it leads; the glory of
which appears not only in the number of the
delivered, but also in the nature of the de-
Liverance. The Gospel encircles within its
vast dimensions things past, present, and to
come ; which are to affect the destiny of uu-
numberd millions, when time shall be no
mare; and to be the adiniration of the uui-
verse throughout the ages of eternity. So
there is, therefore, no object within th» com-
pass of buman thought, so worthy of atten-
tion, esteem, and rvegard as the Gospel; or
so animating to the soul that is influenced
by it, as the glorivus character of God which
it mauifests, and the great, free, and cowplete
salvation which it proclaims.

The Gospel is invaluable good news,
containing the words of eternal life. Life
and immortality are brought to light through
the Gospel. Whoso findeth it, findeth life,
for it leads its followers to life everlasting.
It shews unto us the path of life, by giving
unto us the knowledge of the true God, and
of Jesus Christ, whom he hath yeut—whom
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to know s life sternsl,  Jesus Clivlst, wham
It mnkes known te uy, i the Prines of Life—
the Resurrection and the Life—tho Way, the
Tewth, und the Lige.  Tta THeapivimg tiding
are us Mving waters to n thiesty soul; and
thraugh the tufluence of the Holy Spivit of
Lite by the Gospel, thoxe whe were spheitu-
ally dead in trespasses and o slny, uve quickes
cued and vevived to n life of fulth und holl-
ness in newness of Hfe, vestored to the Image
of the Nving God, which shall end v an
cternnl 1ife of happluess in heaven,  That
vital principle, then, which wmay bo called
the lifo of Gud, Is communicated by the
Splrit of tite—the presevvative of life—* The
huealing baln™ of Tife *¢ foe all oue wounds,
the cordinl for ow fears,” The Gospel is
not, then, a vain thing : it {8 your life, and
shall prove a savour of life unte life, unto
all those who recelve and obey it but the
savour of death unto death to those Who ne-
gleet and vefuse it

Again: Tho Gospel, in its nature, Is a
Hravesny Lronr. By this Bght the Holy
Spleit enlightens this wicked world of fgno-
ranoe and dorkness by shinfug into the henrts
of men, and giving the light of'the knowledge
of the glory of Gad, in the fice of Jesus
Chrlst.  ‘The condition of this earth by sin,
is truly deplorable.  When we think on the
awful state in which ignorancy and viee pre-
vailed in the generations that ave past, and
the state of more than six buadred millions
of human beings in our own day, without
the ¢ lnmp of life,” or o guiding stav, without
the ** Hght of the glorious gospel of Chelst;”
but under the dominion, and held in slavery
by the **rulers of tho darkness of this world ;
blinded by the God of this world, lest the
Hight of the glovious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto them,”
how anssverable, to this state do we find the
words of the Praphet, when he sald, *They
shall look unto the earth, and behold trouble,
and dackness, and dimness of anguish ; for
behold the darkuness shall cover the earth,
and gross darkness the people.” Alus! many
might indeed take up their lnmentation, and
in the language of the Bible say, ¢ We wait
for light, but behold obscurity; for bright-
ness, but we walk in darkness: we grope
for the wall like the blind, and we grope as
if we had no eyes: we stunble at noon-day
as in the night.”  * He that walketh in dark-
ness, knoweth not whither he goeth, because
the darkuess hath blinded his eyes.” And
many there are on this earth, who, in the
dnrkness of their minds, are led by the Devil,
driven by their lusts, till at Iast they stumble
into the pit of wo and misery, and ave lost—
lost in the blackness of darkness for ever !

If the natural light is precious and delight-
ful, how much more the spiritual and
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henvenly Hght,  ‘Think on o teaveller wan.
deving tn o distant mnd steange Innd, lostng
hix way, and poing  facther und fiwther
usteny—overtnken by storms and daekiess -
surroundud by ton thowsand hovelble and
feightful  dangers—without  light,  withont
gulde, without any knowledge of what i
Lofore him, and inxensible of hix dongee—nnd
you have n fulnt compurison of hlm who i
without the Nght of the glorloun gospel of
Cheist, In n world of snares and dangers—
lod eaptive by the Duvil—not knowlng where
he Is Ted, though every moment, every step,
takes him faethee aud favthor from honven—
from happiness—from God. ‘Thus tho poor
deluded beimg bs mnking nrapid progeess, (who
would not shadder at tho thought 1) in the
way to hell, golug down to the chambers of
death, to a never-ending destruction, 1o
misery, darkness, despalel Truly, ¢ the way
of the wicked is darkness, thoy know nat
at what they stumble.,””  And, alas ] il have
gone out of the vight way ;—all arg by nature
tn dnrkness and evrorl  Let us, then, with
the greatest gratitudo aund delight, rejoice
that ** through the tonder mercios of our
God, the day-spring from on high hath visited
us, to give Jight to them that sit in davknes
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of pence:” that the Son of God
wassent to be a ** light to Hghten the Gontiles,
to be for salvation to the ends of the eavth,
to open the blind eyes, to bring oeut the
prisoners from the prison, and them that »it
in darkness out of the prison house.” Re
joice, that his voice of mercy in the Gospdl
is calling: “ Hear, ye denf, and look, ye
blind, that yo may see;” and that the dny is
como upon us in which the deaf hear the
wards of the book, and the eyes of the blind
seo out of obscurity, and out of darknes.
And that the true light of the Gospel dispen-
satlon now shineth; and that it shall con-
tinue to shine, till ¢ the earth shall Lo filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover thesea,”  That the reful
geney of its light in this world of grass dark-
ness and misery shall serve in every ageto
direct, safely and unerringly, weary travellers
to the regions of cternal light and joy, where
“the Lord himself shall be their everlasting
lght, theic God their glory.”
“ Topel hould we be,

Bleat Revelation, were it not for thee.

Hail glorions gospel ! heavenly light, whereby

We livo with comfort, and with comfort die

And view beyond this gloomy scene, the tomb,

A life of endless happiness to come.”

— Epitaph transcribed in the ** Youug Cottager”
All othier systems of religion, apart from the
Gospel, are but & confusion of darkuess, un-
certainty, and error ; leaving mankind intht
dark, concerning the existence and character
of God—the naturc of sin—the method of
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predon—trua holiness—and n futurs state.
But the Gospel rovenls anto us, the existenee
of God; bis plovlous pertections ;  the
righteous nnd vensonnble ¢harncter of his
luw ¢ thorehellion, apostaey, and full of wmnn
the tmpossibility of justiftention by the works
of the lnsy 3 Chirlst’s own divine charactor ny
the S8on of God, and the Saviour of men;
Justifiention by faith In Christ; the Deity
und offices of tho Holy Spirit; the nutare and
necensity of regeneratlon, faith, repentance,
holiness of henvt, and 1o ; o future state; o
Judgment to comn; and & recompenca of ro-
ward to the righteous and the wicked; and
concerning the spiritunl nature of tho king.
doms of Qod, As fur as the kuowledge
of the Gospel extends, it enlightens the
darkness of the siuner’s mind, and dispels
the darkness by which the earth has been
overspread, and cheers even the davk valley
of the shadow of death : so that death, with
all its attendant horvors, wears a now aspect,
Thus the Gospel discovers unte us things
divine nud eternaly nud guides us to happiness
and glory.

Another feature fu the Gospel is Peace :
it ts peculiorly ontitled the Gosren ov
Prace. It hud its origin in and from the
God of Pence, It s the Gospel of Christ
the Prince of Pence, which gives to Lt ity
efficncy and glory. 'Tho messnge which the
Gospel brings, the doctrines which it teaches,
aud the effects which its Influence produces,
are full of pence. The messnge which it
brings to us ls full of merey, love, and peace;
of reconcilintion ; of God reconclling us to
himself in Christ, and beseeching us to be
reconciled to God. It is & message of glad
tidings, of good news, of glory to God in the
highest, of peace on earth, and geod will to
men. It comes unto us under the juspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, as recorded in the
Scriptures of truth, for the guiding of our
feet in the way of pence, by making known
and teaching unto us the things which be-
long to our everlasting peace.  Itisproclaim-
ing peace, peace to bim that Is far off, and to
him that is near,—speaking peace to the
heathen. It is the word which God sent
nuto the children of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ, the Lord of all. Peace is
preached by Christ in the Gospel to you that
were afar off, and to them thot were nigh,
Believers in the Gospel withr confidence can
siy, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Carist.

The precepts of the Gospel and the doc-
trines which it teaches are those of peace.
By it God is calling us to peace,—seek peace
and pursue it,~—have peace one with another,
—if it be possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men. Blessed ure the
peace-mokers, The fruits of the Spirit
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theough the Gorpel, are love and peace.
They shuall have great penee that tove the Tnw
of God, and that aeo galded by the Gospel,
An fur an the Influence of the Gospel oxtends,
wmnity shall conse, and love shall abound
while at the swno tims thowy wnder its hinppy
iofluence shadl bave peaco an o river, and
rlghteousuess us the waves of the sen 3 when
the wicked shatl have no peace.

Sin has turned this earth to one continueld
scene of hatred and eraelty 5 and not till
the Inw of Jove sprends Je all-subdulng efficacy
shall enmity and contention eense. Tt quicts,
1t enlng the turbulent pussons of the mind ;
it gives calin serenity and sweet composure to
the bellovor In all tho aflictions of life, and
even at the hour of death,  ‘The time shall
soon como when the God of peace shall brale
Satan, the great enemy of his people, under
their feet.  Then ** violence shall ne mere bo
heard {0 the land, wasting noc destruction
within thelr borders, and men shall call their
walls Salvation, and their gates Pralse. Then
Jutdgment shall dwell in the wiliderness, and
vighteousuess in the fruitful field; and the
work of righteounnens shull bo pence, and the
effect of righteousnesy, quiotness and ansur-
anee for ever; and then all people shall dwell
in pracenble habitations, and in sure dwell-
ings, and in quict resting-places.”

Again, the glorlous Goxpel of the blessed
Gad, the Gospel of Christ, Is & Gospel of
T'rurH j—pure and perfect truth, based on
Iinmutable and eternal truth itself.  In the
Gaspel we have the true sayings of the God
of truth; the faithful and true record of the
grace and truth that cume by Jesus Christ ;
the *¢ fuithful saying and worthy of all aceep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners,” all bearing a manifest im-
pression of a divine original—of being from
God: the true substance in distinction from
the ceremoninl shadows of the law ; the truth
which shall make frce all those thut em-
brace it. All those that trust in it shall
never be deceived. How unlike, then, how
widely different the Gospel is from the various
dark, ignorant, eartbly, sensual, cruel, aud
fulse systems of religion, which have been in-
vented by depraved men in different ages of
the world, The Gospel, then, is not a vain
tale, not & cunningly devised fabfe, but truth,
confirmed by the authority of God—by the
oath of the Moxst High ;—truth consistent
with jtself. There is no deceit in the promises
and invitations which it mukes : ro delusion
in the happiness which it confers. The prin-
ciples which it inculcates, are in righteousness
and truth, Its histories, precepts, doctrives,
invitations, promises, and threatenings, ave
neither false, trifling, nor deceitful. 1t may
be confidently trusted to, and relied upon.

( To be concluded in our next.)

GOSPEL.
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MEETING OF SUNDAY SCEOOLS.

[On Wednesday, Januacy 1, at ten o’clock,
A, M., the Sunday Schaals in connexion with
the American Presbyterian, Congregational,
United Secession, Methodist New Connexion,
and Baptist Churches, assembled in the Con-
gregational  Church, St. Mauvic:  Street,
when the Children were addressed by the
Rev, Dexny Winkes, the Teachers by the
Rev. Beyaiau Hog, and the Parents by the
Rev. Davin Donie.  There were about 450
children present; aud the Chapel was other-
wise well filled by the Teachers and Parents,
and other friends of Religious Edueation.
The exercises were of a highly interesting
character. A Correspondent has furnighed
us with a copy of Mr. Hox's Address, which
we insert with pleasure in our columns,—
Epriror. ]

MEETING

ADDRESS OF REV. BENAIAH HOE TO THE
TEACIILRS,

Not having been present at any previous
anniversary, the speaker is not aware of the
topics of address on former occasions; aud
consequently it is probable his remarks may
{ie merely a reiteration of what you have ve-
peatedly heard. * And indeed, under any cir-
cumstances, this must of necessity be the
case; for on such a common theme as Edu.
cation, it is next to impassible to suggest any
but trite thoughts, or to present them in any
but familiar forms. Accordingly, in dis-
charging the duty devolved upon me, I pro-
pose merely to stir up your ‘‘ minds by way
of remembrance.”

It may seemn almest superfluous to remind
you of the importance of the enterprise in
which you are eugaged. * That the soul be
without knowledge it is vot gond,” is a truth
inculcated by infallible wisdom, and cone
firmed by the constitution of the mind and
the facts of history. It has not, however,
met with that reception which a truth sane-
ticned by such authority, and attested by
such evidence, demands. For though the
advocates of popular ignorance are now com-
paratively few, yet there are many who form
no adequate conception of its evil, and who
regard the pragress of education either with
a letent jealousy, or profound indifference.
And therefore it is still requisite, occasion-
ally, to advert to its importance, in order to
engage a more cordial co-operation in its
diffusion.

As the time allotted for this service pre-
cludes any lengthened argument, a plain
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illustration must suflice.  You may have ob-
served the aunlugy between the physical nud
spiritual economies, and that there is a simi-
lar connexion between cause aud effect iu the
moral n. in the natural world. In both,
the end Is accomplished by the employment
of approprinte means. ‘There is, forinstance,
a very obvious resemblance between Agri-
enlture and Edueation,  This is evident ay
reuards theic respective necessity.  The earth
will not yield its productions without cuiti-
vation. This was required evenin Paradis,
< The Lord Gud took the man, and put him
in thesgarden of Eden, to dress it aud to keep
it.”  Aud it this was so requisite even then,
how much more must it be now, when the
sentence is inflicted: ¢ Cursed is the ground
for thy sake: therns also and thistles shall
it bring forth to thee: in the sweat of thy
face and in sorvow shalt thou ent of it all the
days of thy life.” And as in the natural
world when the land is uncultivated, the
most fertile soil will be unfruitful, and evecy
thing become wild and waste, stunted amd
sterile, soisitin the moral.  Without culture
the mind, with all its capabilities, is unpro-
ductive; its powers are contracted, dwarf.
ish, and barren ; society becomes a spiritual
desert; aud in such a state, to suppose that
the flowers and fruits of wisdom and virtue
will grow spoutaneously, is as preposterous
as to expect to ‘‘reap where we have nat
sowed, and to gather where we have ust
strawed.”

But the two cases present other points of
analogical illustration. Thusin Agriculture
it is necessary that the land be sown, or ehe
it will vield little but weeds and thistles;
and the richer the soil and the better the
tillage will only make these the more
rank and luxuviant. It js also equally es
sential that the seed be good, as on this de-
pends the nature of the crop. ¢ According
to whatsoever & man soweth, that shall he
reap.” ¢ Men do not gather grapes of
thorns, nor figs of thistles.,” And is not
the case precisely the same with respect to
mental culture? Let us never fovget that
mere education, the art of reading or power
of acquiring knowledge, will of itself by pro-
ductive of no advantage, but ratber of much
injury. 1t is like the * trec of the kaow-
Irdge of good and evil.” While it inereases
tae opportunities of good, it proportionably
multiplies the means of evil, It breaks ap
the fallow ground; but unless the soil be
sown with good seed, the enemy will sonn
cover it with taves. If truth you plant nor,
error springs instead.  Unless right dactrines
are disseminated, and correct principles im-
plauted, instead of fragrant fowers and
wholesome fruits that would beautify aud
bless the morel Iandscape, there will be
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nothing but noxious weeds and poisonous
plants that will blight, and wither, and deso-
Iate the scene,

See then, ye friends of Sabbath Schools,
the importance of such institutions; and sce,
ye Christian Teachers, your privilege and
duty. In the Seriptures you possess the re-

quisite knowledge,—kuowledge, for lnck of

which the people are perishing,—knowledge
ndapted ta every eapacity and condition; in
some of its traths so sublime, that it instructs
the principalities and powers in heavenly
places; and in others so simple, that they may
be uuderstood by children, as was the case
with Texorny, whe * from a child knew
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
us wise unto salvation through faith that is
in ChristJesus.” Then, by every considera-
tion of patriotism, and philanthropy, and
piety ; by your duty te God and man, you
are bound to disseminate these truths.  Lay
your hands to the plough, and as you break
up the fallow ground, scatter in every furrow
the precious, the incorruptible seed, Set in
cvery soil these heavenly perms,—that ¢ in-
steadt of the thern there may come up the fir
tree, and instead of the briar the myrtle tree,”
that ¢ the wilderness and the solitary place
may be glid for you, and the desert rejoice
aud blessom as the rose.”  And remember
that *“acccording to whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he reap,” in quantity as well as
quality. “ He that seweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly, and he that soweth boun-
tifully shall reap also bountifully.”

But there is one more most important point
of comparison which deserves a brief adver-
tence. You well know that even the most
fertile soil, and the most skilful husbandry,
and the very best seed, are not of themselves
suflicient to secure a crop. All these to-
gether, in their highest perfection, ean no
more preduce a single blade of grass, or raise
ooe grain of corr, thun they can quicken
the dead or create a soul. An agency dis-
tinet frow, and superior to, all these, is ne-
cessary to make the sced germinateand fruc-
tify. There is the genial influence of the
atmosphere, the dew, the alternate shower
and hine, and s ive , which
influence, however occult and inexplicable it
may be, every farmer knows is indispensable
to vegetation.  And accordingly, after all the
tils of tillage, after he has ploughed, and
sowed, and harrowed, and hoed, and ex-
hausted all his art, he patiently waits for this
heavenly influence. And hence the sweet
singer of the seasons, after describing these
operations, thus invokes the expected bless-
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Yes——yon perceive the analogy,—you antici-
pate tha application. ¢ Behold the busband-
man waiteth for the precions fruits of the
earth uatil he receive the early and the latter
rain,”

See that you act in asimilar manner, After
all your exertions, recollect your entice de-
pendence oni that heavenly influence—that
Divine Spirit, without whese fertilizing
energy all your labours will be fruitless, Paul
may plant and Apollos water, but God gives
the inerease.  * From me,” suys e, **is thy
fruitfound.” Oh, then, be importunate in your
invocations to him; * for it is time to seek
the Lord until he rain righteousness upon
you.” Cense not, uutil he shall command
the clouds to disti] their dews, and the sun to
shine, and the heavens to shed their fructify-
ing influcnees, “ until the Spirit be poured out
from on bigh, and the wilderness be counted
fur a fruitful field, and the fruitful feld for a
forest.”

That we may be encouraged in the dis-
charge of these duties, Jet us, in eonclusion,
advert to the success which will eventually
crown such efforts, The most zealous and
persevering sometimes need incentives to an-
imate their exertions. For (if we may be
allowed to pursite the metaphor) the paraliel
between the Teacher and Agriculturist also
bolds good in their respective diffienlties and
discouragements, When the malediction was
denounced agninst the ground and its tiller,
this was his doom: ¢ In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat of it, and in sorrow all
the days of thy life.”” And equally arduous
and painful is the work of the relivious in-
struetor. It is not alwayssuch “a delightful
task to rear the tender thought and teach the
young idea how to shoot.” Sometimes such
is the indocility of the scholar, and surround-
ing circumstances are so unfavourable, that it
is a most irksome and almost hopeless task.
Many a Minister, and Parent, and Teacher has
thus to sow in fears;—he goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed. But still,
however inauspicious appearances wny be,
we must pot remit er relax our efforts.
Haviuy laid our hand to the plough we must
not Jook back. Let us bear in mind, that
this “labouroflove” is “a work of faith,” and
requires the ¢ patience of hope.” Like the
cultivator ofthe fields, we must * walk by faith
angd notby sight.” We raust not be governdd
by the aspect of the skies, and deterred from
our work by every unpropitious change of the
fickle elements. ** He that observeth the
wind shall not sow, and he that regardeth the
louds shall not reap.” Like the farmer, we

iug
Be gracious, Heaven ! for now laharious man
Hasdotie his part. Yo fastesing breezes, blow,
Yo softening dews, ve touder showers, descend !

mustbrave all weathers, Wemustbe *“instaut
inseason and out of season.”  “ 1u the morn.
ing sow thy seed, and in the evening with.
hold not thine hand ; for then knowest noy
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whether shall prosper, cither this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good."”

You are aware that in many couutries, in
that, for instance, in which some of us were
born, a long interval clapses between seed-time
and harvest. The ground is prepared, and
the wheat sown in the pravious autumn, aud
{s not reaped till late in the succeeding sum-
mer, or encly in the following fall.  Between
the plough nnd the sickle, the snows and
storms, and frosts, and desolation of winter
intervene, when every vestige of vegetation
seems destroyed. Nay, many trees require
several years’ growth and training before
they are productive; and yet the horticul-
turist, through all this protracted perivd, per-
severingly pursues his labours, ¢ Be patient

WILLIAM KIFFIN.

all thiugs are matuve, and vipe, and ready
for the sickle, in duc scuson we shall reap,
if we faint not. Then, at the final consum-
mation, at the great harvest of the universe,
when the ultimate consequences of these
endeavours shall be ascertalned,—then ¢ they
that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” ““He
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre-
clous seed, shall doubtless come againrejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.” ¢ He shall
see of the travail of his soul and be satls-
fied.” Amid the plaudits of his Master, the
h hs of the redeemed, and the jubilation
of the skics, while ¢ angels shout the harvest
home,” he shall enter into the joy of his Lord,
* rejoicing with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.” ‘¢ Therefore, my beloved Lrethren,

therefore, Brethren. Behold the husband-
man!” contemplate his conduct, who “waiteth
for the precious fruit of the carth, and hath
long patience for it. Be ye also patient.”
And recollect we have this great advantage
over him : while his crops are exposed to a
thousand calamities, utterly beyond bis con-
trol, and his hopes often blasted by the blights
and ts of these inclement ele ts, we
are subject to no such contingencies. For it
is written : ** To him that soweth righteous-
ness there is a swre reward.,” Though some
of the seed we scatter may fall by the way-
side, and in stony plaves, and among thorns,
yet athers shall fall in good ground, and bring
farth thirty, sixty, a hundred fold. This is
as certain as * the ordinances of heaven.”
¢ For as the rain cometh down, and the
snow: from heaven, and returneth nat thither,
but watereth the eavth, and imaketh it bring
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the cater. So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth :
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I plense, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto T sent it.”
¢ For as the earth bringeth forth her bud,
and as the garden causeth the things that are
sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God
will cause righteousness and praise to spring
forth before all nations.” Then let us not
be *¢ weary in well-doing, for in due season
we shall reap if we faint not.”

Frequently we see the effects of our in-
structions in the present life. Even where
they have been received apparently in vain,
§t sametimes happens that after a long season
of wintry desolation, the sentimentsimplanted
in early years are resuscitated. The germ
which appeared to have perished hns heen
quickened, and yielded results which have
abundantly repaid the anxieties of cultiva-
tion. And if we do not reteive a recom-

pence here, there can be no doubt we shall’

hereafter, at the appointed period—when

the fulness of the time shall come—nhen

, meaus of his

be ye steadfast, umnoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not vain in the
Lord.”

R,

BAPTIST WORTHIES.—No. IV.
WILLIAM KIEFFIN.

Tue venerable William Kiffin lived in an
eventful and calamitous period of English
history—a period of ecclesiastical domination,
of political misrule, and of mational convul-
sion; when Kings, bishops, and stat
¢ taok counsel together” to destroy the liber-
ties of our forefuthers, and to establish an ab-
solute monarchy.

TLondon is considered the place of his birth,
which came to pass A.p. 1616,  His parents,
who were in respectable circumstances, died
of the plague A.p. 1625, lenving their son
nine years of age.  William himself narrowly
escaped denth from that awful pestilence, for
being ¢ left with six plague sores upon him,
nothing but death was looked for by all his
friends.” When thivteen years old, he was
apprenticed to John Lilburn, of turbulent
renown, a hrewer in London, whose occupa-
tion, which Kiffin designates **a mean cll-
ing,” he followed for the space of two years;
when growing melancholy, he resolved to
leave his master. On the morning this reso-
lution was carried into effect, Providence led
him into a church, where Mr. Fowley was
preaching on the duty of servants to their
masters. The coincidence appeared to him
remarkable—he ¢ greatly  wondered'—
thought the preacher bad his eye on him in
particular, while conscicnce with its siall still
voice said, ¢ Thou art the man,” “This
bad such an effect on my mind,” he gbserves,
+ that T immediately returned to Tay master's,
aud 1o one observed my having gone away.”
Hencoforward he became a follower of the
Puritan ministers, whose preaching was the
conversion to God, and of
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«nourishing him up in the words of faith
and of good doctrine.” After a perlod of
mental distress arising from the conviction of
his sins and unworthiness, having found joy
and peace through sermons preached by Da-
venport, Goodwin, and other ministers of
that day, at the age of twenty-two he joined
the Independent church under the care of
Mr. J. Lathorp. This union, however, was
not of long duration, for, having changed
his views on the subject of baptism, he was
dismissed to the Baptist church at Wspping,
then under the pastoral care of Mr. J. Spliz-
bury.” Like the former, this connexivn was
soon dissolved ; for, by some means the con-
troversy on communion wns introduced to
the church ; and, after various discussions
amicably conducted by the members, without
any satisfactory results, Mr, Kiffin, with his
brethren who approved of strict communion,
withdrew and formed the church now assem-
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Stato to implicate him in trensonnble designs.
False and perjured witnesses rose up agninst
hin; forged letters, full of trenson, were sent
to bim by men who thirsted for his blood, or
coveted his money—*‘they compassed him
about like bees, but in the nawe of the Lord"
he escaped them,

In the following language he gratefully re-
cords the gooduess of God in his preserva.
tion—*I considered at this time that I had
many enemies, and could not but expect bard
treatinent from men who envied mny estate,
But that God who hath given me occasion
to trust in him ever since I Iny wpon my
mother’s breast, and had carried me along
through many changes of my life, hath won-
derfully wrought for me, and preserved me
by his grace to this moment.”

But the greatest trial in the life of Kiffin
was the barbarous execution of his grandsons,
Benjamin and William Hewling. Three
th 1d pounds were offered in valn for

Wing in Devonshire Square. Cl pastor
of this infant cruse, he watched over it with
filelity and success more than fifty years, and
till death removed him to a better world.

In the following extract from his own
manuscript, the reader will learn how Kiffin
obtained his wealth, which gave him consid-
erable influence with monarchs, and states-
men, a8 well as in his own denomination :—
“In the year 1643 I went to Holland with
sime small commedity which I found good
pofit by; but, coming home again, I was
greatly pressed by the people with whom I
was memher to continue with them. This
1 complied with, and spent my time chiefly
in studying the word of Gud; till, about the
year 1645, seeing no way of subsistence, and
.that X was likely to be reduced to a very low
cudition in the world, I spoke to a young
man, a member, about his going over to Hol~
lud.  Though our united stock was very
Jinte, yet it pleased God to bless our endeav-
jours, to increase it from scores to hundreds
ad thousands of pounds, giving me more of
this world than 1 ever expected to enjoy.”

This property made Kiffin known to the
wrious Governments of his day, and excited
the rapacious propensities of men who hated
and oppressed the whole body of the Dissen-
s, The following curious anecdote de-
serves to be more generally known.  Charles
I, wanting money for the gratification of
bis lusts, condescended to ask Kiffin for the
len of £40,000; the good man apologized
fr not having so much at his command,
bt offered his innjesty a present of £10,000 ;
i which felicitous expedient the donor was
istomed to say he had saved £30,000.
The life of this excellent man abounded
ith heavy trials, and with remarkable intor-
nitions of Providence.  Malicious attempts
tte made by the creatures of Church and

their lives. Nor is it surprising that the
decree for their death was like the law of the
Medes and Persiaus which altereth not, when
it is remembered that James IL. was on the
throne, and Jefferies on his western campaign.
In common with hundreds of their country-
men of all ranks and of all religious deno-
minations, the Hewlings had followed the
standard of the Duke of Moomouth raised
for the restoration of English liberty and the
Protestant religion, which Jomes and his
adherents were attempting to destroy. For
this nttempt to secure the rights of conscience,
and deliver the nation from thraldom, the
Hewlings were executed, William at Lyme,
Sept. 12, 1685, and Benjamin at Taunton,
the 30th of the same mounth. Kiffin, then
about seventy years of age, never recovered
from this shock. The year following thiy
tragical event, before the venerable servant
of God bad ended his days of mourning, he
was summoned to court to wait upon the
King, who told him he had put his name
down as an slderman in the new charter.
¢ Sire,” replied Kiffin, “I am a very old
man, and have withdrawn myself from all
kind of business for some years past, and am
incapable of doing any service in such an af-
fair to your Majesty in the city, Besides,
Sire,” the old man went on, fixing his eyes
stedfastly on the king, while the tears ran
down his cheeks—  the death of my grand-
sons gave a wound to my heart which is still
bleeding, and never will close but in the
grave.” The king was deeply struck by the
manner, the freedom, and the spirit of this
unexpected rebuke. A total silence ensued,
while the galled countenance of James seemed
to shrink from the horrid remembrance. In
a minute or two, however, he recovered him-
self cnough to say, My, Kiffin, I shall find

B
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a balsam for that sore;” and he immediately
turned about to a lord in waiting.

This devoted servaut of God survived all
the political changes and convulsions of his
time—lived to see the glorious revolution,
when a nation of freemen rose up against
their oppressor, and clapping their baunds at
the murderer of the Hewlings, hissed him
out of his kingdom-—and, at the close of an
eventful life, died in a good old age, full of
days, and riches, and honours. He was
buricd in Bunhill Fields—and upon his
tombstone is the following date, Dec. 29, 1701,
in the 86th year of his age.

il

SINOMETRY.

If God is infinite in power and in wisdom,
his right to make laws for the government of
his creatures, is as obvious as is their guty to
obey. Al human creatures are bound to
worship the great universal Lord, with all
their bearts; with ali their souls; with all
their might ; and with all their strength ; not
as they faocy to be right, but as he directs;
and that willingly, constantly, and perfectly.
4¢ Cursed is every one that continueth not in
all things written in the Book of the Law
to do them.”—Gal. iii. 10. ** Whoso keepeth
the whole law, and yet offends in one point,
is guilty of all."—James ii. 11. If one
stenls one penny from a deunken thief, is he
not a sioner, s well as the man whe com-
mits murder? The command of God is,
¢« Thou shalt not steal.” It says not how
much, nor from whom. It is, likewlse,
+Thou shalt do no murder.” Is not the
doing of either, then, a breach of His comn-
mand, and a contempt of his suthority?
You may, repeat and aggravate the offence,
and px'o)v{% your own harduess and impeni-
tence, but your one act renders you ebnozious
to the Divine judgment, and you are guilty
of all: you Jnsult the Divine Majesty, by
contemning his sovereign authority ; and you
are cursed, because you did not continue in
all things written in the Book of the Law to
do them; and because you have offended in
one point. Those who measure sin by its
effects temporally, and temporarily upen
one another, take up an inferior rule, or
measure, and neglect the superior or true
one,—the former measures but one side,
the latter measures both,—that applies to the
outward actions, and to human saciety only,
while this searches the heart and intentions,
the jofuts and the marrow!! The result of
the former is the decision that the penny
theft is but a venial sin, pussiug by, or forget-
ing the sovercign authority which pronoun-
ces it mortal,—locking only at the poor
drunken thief, and the sum stolen, while the
command of Jehovah is unbeeded or con-

SINOMETRY—THE STAR IN THE EAST.

temned in the matter. But remember that
the auathority is the same which forbids
covetousness, as that which forbids murder,
Jas. ii. 11, This is the view of siu which
alone shews it to be exceedingly sinful,
Looking at the subject in this way, who will
be buld enough to deny the truth of the
Scripture which says, *¢ for that all have
sinned and come short of glorifying God;”
angd that, *“if we say we have no sin, we are
Yiars;” and that there is *“none righteous;
no, not ane.”

If such is the case, will serrow for sin—
a selfish sorrow, which dreads suffering, and
suffering itself,—save us? It is strict obe
dience that God reguires, and not your sor-
row, nor your self-immolation. Would you
aceept your debtor’s sorrow for a debt, or ke
satisfied with his cutting his threat as pay.
ment? Have you some good deeds to pre-
sent? Ilave you any beyond what are re.
quired; that is, willing, constant, and perfu:
obedience to all God's holy will and com-
mandments 2 Pause. If you think you
have, see whether they are what he requires.
if not, they are, instead of being meriturious,
utterly offensive to him, as offerings which
only mark your own insulence in presuming
to appease his anger with stolen geods; or
seeking to fuist yourself into Heaven, through
Hell. Xf duty is not meritorious—and whe
will say that it is?—how can that which is
the breach of it be so? Besides, all sin
against the Infinite Jehovah is of infinite
detriment, because it affects an infinite being.
Once comuitted, nothing less than a paymat
of infinite value can cancel it ; and this Jeads
me to direct the sinner to the infinite surety,
Jesus Christ, who, if he were not Divine,
could not pay that debt, not being infinite,
but as he is, he can; and it is your duiy, s
it is your interest, to come to him for salva-
tion. I shall not coax you, but tell you
plainly, that whether you be rejected or not,
it is your duty to seck salvation in obedience
to the Divine command, and in faith of the
promise of the gracious Lord, that whos
cometh faithfully, he will in no wise cast vut
If you cousider yourself as not in need of
salvation, then, of course, you will not serk
to find it, and if you should be lost, then
blume yoursclf. If this much should bere
lished, the giver of all good things will send
more. Frpeury.

—e
From the Episcopal Recorder.

TIIE STAR IN THE EAST.

In one of those quiet secluded valleysof
the Alps, near the lake's wild margin, en-
bosomed by snow crowned mountains, la
the little village of Geneva. In its widd
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_ stoold the moss covered cottage of Bolien. ' Ing.” The et%bmce of the pastor and his
The departed radiance of a summer’s sun ' wife was closeiand affectionate, and then the
played amonyg the leaves of the flowers, and ' eye of the father glanced on the cradle which
the mountaius and tall trees were inverted in | stoed in its accustomed place.  * The baby
the pure waters, new stilled beneath the deep ' sleeps,™ he said.  *¢ Blessed be God, who pre-
blue sky of heaven.  The windows of Bolien's ! served you both!”  The mother turned to
cottage were thrown open, the curtains were + wipe the tears from her eyes, as she replied,
drawn aside, and there watched the wife of ¢ Yes, the baby sleeps, and you cannot wake
the faithful pastor, over her dying child. Now ! himn.” The fearful truth did not enter the
she parted the damp curls from his brow, and ' mind of Bolien, and he seated himself to par-
then pressed her lips on his little cold fingers | take of some simple refreshments which were
which she held in ber hand.  Fervently the | set before him. ¢ Your countenauce is sad,”
sitent prayer ascended that the night of sorrow | he exclaimed, as he looked upon the face of
might pass, and the storm of agony be stilled | his wife. Methinks your heart should be full
ju her busom; then as the babe turned rest- | of joy. What shall we render to-the Lord

lessly in her lap, in a low tune she sung, for alt his goodness?” The struggle in the
- countenance of the afflicted mother was too
Onco ,nn,,.s‘:ﬁ,{';lt’,’:,;?lff:&' agonising to escape the notice of Bolien, angd
Thune aching head shatl rest, as he took her hand in his, he exclaimed,
I quet sleep. ¢ Tell me, I beseech you, what has happened.
Sieep, baby slecp, Christianity X know is notsecure, even among
é‘lv‘&c’gsilt.l‘mzm)y‘f‘:}r«;{;;;';.:g_,' the Alpine valleys. It may be, that we are
In slumber deep. yet to cross the mountains of ice and suow,
to seek shelter fromn these who persecute us

Sleep, angel baby slee) .
Not in thy cradls bgd. ¥ siech for righteousness sake. Tell me, what has
St rost thy hitle geng. befallen you, that you weep thus?”  The eye
ut with n d?:.ﬁn,egg steep. of the heart-broken mother glanced towards

the cradle of her babe, and there needed no
As the mother looked on her boy, she saw | comment.—The pastor fell on his knees, and
that his little Jimbs were stiff with the icy | uttered,— OQur child is dead!” He then
chill of death. A smile was on his cherub | buried his face in his hands and wept aloud.
face, and the long Iashes were closed over the An hour passed; and the pastor aund his
bue eyes.  Sweet babe! no wonder that thy | wife mingled their tears at the grave of their
mather’s heart is broken when she looks on ! child.  Sweetly did the Star in the East shine
her ouly child,—dead! The kind hearted | on that little mound. As Bolien ancovered
villagers made a little grave among the trees, | his head and gazed upward, he fervently ex-
—and on the third day, when the morning | claimed, ““the Star of Bethichem shall be our
sun shoue upon the Alpine mountains, they | guide to that land which needeth no star to
togk from the mother’s bosom her Jittle one, | shine upon it! for the glory of God shalt
aad laid it in the ground; and then thoy | lighten it; and the Lamb is the light there-
lovked aloung the marrow and wild defile of | of.
the mountain of their pastor, who had been ———
sme days absent. Trom the London Evangelical Mugazine.
At evening, the wife of Bolien sat alone in i . .
her cottage.  She lovked upon the lake. A | HINTS FOR CHURCH MEMBERS.
beautiful light was on its waters, Sheraised | It i pleasiug tu a pivus pastor to hear one
her head. It was the Star in the East; and and another exclaim, ** Sir, what must I do
st came and stood over the place where the | o be saved?”  With what deep interest will
voung child was.  Upon her darkened soul | he observe the gradual developement of gra-
itrose like the star of hope—the dawn of that | cinus principles ! Bi» gratification will be
hight which had been for a while withdrawn. | much increased by the serious finpressions-
“T shall rejoice in him who was boru King | beroming permanent, and by the determina-
of the Jews, for he hath gathered the sheep | tion of such individuals to connect themselves
in his acms, and he carries the Jambs in his | with the people of Gad.  * There is joy im
bosom,” she exclaimed; and her feelings were | the presence of the augels of God over one
almed ; her braken spirit found reposc. sinner that repenteth.”  There s a similar
That wight the villagers welcomed their | joy in the pastor’s mind when true converts
beloveud pastor home.  No one daved tell him | are enabled to say to him and his Church,
bis only son rested bencath the sods of the | ¢ We will go with you, for we have heard:
wlley.  As he passed from amony them iuto | that God is with you.” A prayerful, a dew
his own cottage, from which the little light | voted, and an active Church will duly appre-
was faintly gleaming, they uttered the heart- | ciate the feclings of such a pastor, and will
felt benediction, * Peace be within this dwell- | aid him hy their intercessions, and by theis
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activity. They will take such converts by
the hand, and say to ench, ¢ Come thou
with as, and we will do thee good; for the
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.”
When this spirit prevails, such Churches will
be ansious to know how they may become
useful, and how they may encourage their
ministers, by letting them see that they also
are concerned for the glory of God, and the
cnlargement of his Church. To such, the
following hints are submitted :—

HINTS AS TO PERSONAL PIETY.

True religion lics at the foundation of all
uscfulness. Renlly regenerate characters are
the only persons who will aim at the conver-
sion of sinners, and at promoting the glory
of Christ. Cultivate, then, a devotional
spirit. Rend the word of God prayerfuliy.
Attend Sabbath-day and week-day services
diligently and devotionally. Rest continually
upon the atonement of Christ. 1

HINTS AS TO SEEKING DIVINE INFLUENCE.

Think much of its greatimportance. Get
a thorough acquaintance with those portions
of the word of God which refer to this valu-
able favour. Frequently plead in earpest
devotion the promises which name this bless-
ing. Desire that your dearest connexions,
the pastor, the teachers, the schools, the
church, and the congregation, may be largely
¢ baptized with the Spirit.” Look for an-
swers to your prayers. Pray for thisinfluence
to rest upon particular persons. Mention
them by name to God at his throne of
grace” in the retirement of the closet.
HINTS AS TO SOCIAL PRAYER MEETINGS.

Tt is taken for granted that you have such
meetings, in addition to the weekly one at
which the pastor presides.  If not, establish
them immediately. These are the best indi-
cations of a Church’s prosperity. DBe short
in your devotions. Never exceed five or
cight minutes. Long preaching-prayers ave
the bane of our prayer meetings.  Be fervent.
Imbibe the spirit which will lead you cach to
say to God, *“I will notlet thee go, except
thou bless me.” Keep up the practise of
having some weighty topic to remember in
prayer. Let one pray for the young, another
for the church, another for the congregation,
another for unconverted relatives, another
for a blessing on the preached word, and all
for the pastor. Never let your wmeeting
exceed one hour.  You will do much iu that
time, if you employ it well. Do not speid
too much of the hour in singing hymns. One
ar two verses will be sufficient.  Psalms of
six or seven verses, with a tedious drawling
tune, have a tendency to lead the persons
present to say, * Behold whata weariness
itisl”

LOOK UNTO CHRIST,

HINTS AS TO YOUR DUTIES AS MEMBERS

Study to be united. A divided and a
quarrelsome people cannot be @ prosperouy
people.  * Union is strength.” — Cultivate
this more and more. Strive to promote
peace.  Avoid tattling, tale-bearing, and evil-
spenking,  All this i very much condemued
by the word of God, Cherish a sacred,
Christian, and constant affection for your
fellow-members, Look over little offences
which may have been given. < Let thiy
mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus.,”  Be regular and uniform in your
visits at the appointed means of grace.  Re-
member it is said, ¢ Blessed are they tha
duwell in thy house: they will bestill praising
thee.” ¢ Those that be planted in the house
of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of
our God.”

HINTS AS TO USEFULNESS.

You may be useful by continuing to dis-
tribute tracts, and by speaking a frw words
when you present them. By trying, ina
kind way, to persuade futhers and mother,
husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, and
other relatives, to attend with you at the
same place of worship. By inviting thoe
acquaintances and neighbours, who never
visit the temple of God, to accompany you
on the Lord's-day ; by noticing stranger
who come to the chapel, and especially those
who scem serious, attentive, and frequent in
their attendance; by walking consistently,
example always tells more powerfully than
precept: by letting the pastor know of any
instances of good which may have been
effected, and by forwarding as much as
possible his general and special labours ; by
being very punctual and diligent as Sabbath
School Teachers; by visiting the sick, the
afflicted, and the bereaved—Jesus visited the
sick mother-in-law of Peter, and wept at the
grave of Lazarus, Matt. viil. 14, John si
35. He says, “I havegiven youan example
that yeshould do as I have done to you;” Iy
perseverence—do not faintand become weary,
if you do not sce all the success you could
desire.  God will smile, and you shall
thankfully acknowledge his grace.  *“ Be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye knon
that your lubour is not vain in the Lovd.”
Let all your efforts be followed by humbl,
constant, and believing prayer. “ Pray
without ceasing.” . K.

———
LOOK UNTO CHRIST.

I was once wont to meditate most o
my own heart, and to dwell all at home,
and look little higher; I was still poring
cither on my sins or wants, or examining wy
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sincerity 3 but now, though I am greatly
convinced of the need of heart-nequaintance
and employment, yet I sece more nced of a
higher work, aud that I should look oftener
upon Christ, and God and heaven, than upon
iy own heart, At home I find distempers
to trouble me, and some evidences of my
peace s but it is above that I must find matter
of delight sud joy, and love and pence itself.
Therefore I would have one thought at home
upon myself and sins, and many thoughts
above upon the high and aminble and beauti-
fying ohjects,— Richard Bauxter.

—t——s
REMARKS

On the Violent Perversions and the Danger-

ous Opinions of Professor Mosgs Stuanr,
of dAudover, in his late Commentary on the
Epistle to the Rumans.

The eminence which Dr, Stuart, as a
scholar and ¢heologican, has been enabled to
attain, gives him a great amount of influ-
ence, which, it properly used, might do a
reat deal of gooud ¢ but, as things now stand,
it will be wielded with deadly effect in be-
wildering and distracting the minds of men,
aud peeverting and corrupting the faith of the
churches on both sides of the Atlantic. So
here, in the way of caution to our churches
in particular, and the Christian public in
general, I shall point out some of his chief
errors in as few words as possible.

1. He awfully perverts the doctrine of
justificntion before God, while he makes the
good works of the creature an essential condi-
tion of the same ;—so he asks, p. 506 : « But
where has Paul taught that a man is justified
by faith alone, and that evamgelical good
works are not an essential condition of his
jutification before God.” From this it ap-
pars that the complete rightevusness of
Carit will not do : the poor, imperfect works
of the sinner must come in for a share of the
tory; yea, to help what needs no help, and
weomplete what was before complete, 1800
rarsago.  Lest, however, any one should
uvistake his meaning, Mr. Stuart hastens to
Wd—* Good works arc an essential condi-
tioz of our acceptance with God.” Is this
wertion less heretical than the doctrine pro-
Jmnlgated by the fulse teachers who troubled
he churches of Galatia—those teachers
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nles the émputation of the righteousness of
Christ to the heliever, and so plaioly contra-
dicts the Apostle.  What can we expect after
this?  Let us hear him: *“ We may just ng
well say that we can appropriate to ourselves
and make our own the righteousness of an-
other, us his unrighteousness.” He lays it
down as an exiom, that the imputation of
sin or righteousness is impossible. A
transfer,” ‘he says, *of moral turpitude is
just as impossible as a transference of soul.”
Another grand error of his on this point js,
chwesding the righteousness of Christ, by
giving its place to the faith of the creature,
Faith is indispensable to embrace Christ and
this righteousness ; but there is as much
distinction between them as between the
hand and the gift it embraces.  On this, Dr,
Stuart says:  Their fuith was grataitously
reckoned as equivalent to the righteousness
demanded by the law.” He observes, p.
177 : ¢ To say was counted (viz., their
faith) for justificntion would make no tolerable
sense ; but to say was counted as complete
obedience, would be saying just what the
Apostle means to sny, viz: that the believer
is gratuitously justified.” In this, Dr,
Stuart has stepped out of the way of the
apostles and prophets, and all orthodox di-
vines, to walk in the dangerous road of
German Neologians, Arminius, and Socinus.,
Dr. Witsius observes: ¢ Arminius, by his
subtlety, frames vain, empty quibbles, when
he contends that the righteousness of Christ
cannot be imputed to us for righteousness,
because it is his very righteousness laying
this down as a foundation, that which is im-
puted to us for righteousness, is not properly
our righteousness.,” Let us now turn to
Socinus.  Dr. Witsius agzain asks, ¢ How
faith justifies? Not certainly in that sense,
as if God graciously accepts the act of faith,
and new gospel obedience flowing therefrom
in the room of the perfect obedience, which,
from the vigarrof the law, we are bound to
perform, in order to justification, as the
Socinians explain it.” ‘Thisis exactly Dr.
Stuart’s view of this important poiut; but it
is highly posible, in other expressions, he
may contradict himself, and partly allow
what he denics, as the American Theovlogical
Mugazine, in a review of his Commentary,
says : ¢ Respected Sir, you admit what you
deny, and deny what you adwmit, in such

xhom Paul wished to be cut off, and of
xbom he affirmed they would bear their own
rdement 2 It is a perversion of the Gospel
Christ. It is another Gospel, s that of
Yich Paul declared, that if an angel from
ven preached it, he should be accursed;
that ifany man received it, Christ should
ofit him nothing. Again Dr. Stuart de-

rapid , your veaders are bewil-
dered.”

2. Dr. Stuart fairly denics that the claims
of the law are maintained in the salvation of
men, and so mnkes void the lawv. So he
says: “ The law enjoins fully and simply
our own personal obedience, and pronounces
a curse on us solely when we disobey it.
But in every government in heaven and on
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carth, there iy reserved to the supreme power
which made the law, a right of dispensing
with its demands, when the general good
admits of such a dispensatiou.  Of what use,
then,” he adds, ““can it be to retain & mere
fiction of law in the pracess of our final jus-
tification and acceptance.”  Here Dr. Stuart
sirdes with the Socinian heretic, who denies
that justice is an vssentinl attribute of God,
since ity exercise may be swspended, But
Jjustice never appeared more respected, nor
the law more magnificd in the presence
of rational intelligence, than when Jesus
poured out his holy soul uuto death, that
God might be just while he justifies the
sinner that believes in him. Grace reigus
to us, not through a dispensation from jus-
tice, but through righteousness unto eternal
life, through Christ Jesus our Lovd. To us,
the pardon is a free gift; but i Christ, the
dear purchase of his blood. Could the God
of mercy and love dispense with the claims
of law aud justice, his beloved Son died in
vain.  Well might a certain periodical say,
that he “ gratuitously denounced doctrines
which have not only always been regarded as
parct of the common faith of Protestant
Christendom, but which he himself over and
over either asserts or implies.”

3. Dr. Stuart carries away the greatest
proof, that Paul gives of Christ, being the
Son of God, viz,, that taken from his resur-
rection frora the dead (Rom. i. 4), * proved
to be the Son of Gad with power, according
to the Spirit of holiness, through his resur-
rection from the dead.” But Dr. Stuart
asks, on this verse, * How could the resur-
rection declare, in any special manuer, that
Christ was thé Son of God?” and refers to
the case of Lazarus, and others raised from the
grave, and says:  How an event common to
him, to Lazarus, and to many others, could
of itself demonstrate him to be the Sun of
God, remaius yet to be shown.” This is as-
tonishing reasuning: itshows that Dr. Stuart
is entirely mistaken as to the manner in
which the resurrection of Christ bears testi-
mony to his character. Jesus Christ came
into the world professing to be the Son of
God, and was put to death for that profes-
sion, His resurrection then was God’s seal
to the truth of his pretensions. ‘There are
some other errors of no trivial import; but
if these remarks are just, Dr. Stuart's com-
mentary misleads the mind in pursuit of Di-

viue trath. Your's, &ec. W. k.
———
CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor.

Sin,—Iaving read a paper in your Mis-
cellany for September, by Mr. Pike, * On

CORRESPONDENCE.

the Person and Character of Melchisedec,” T
beg Jeave to offer a few remarks on this (in
my opinion) much perverted subject. Me.
Pike says: “ There is an air of obscurity”
around the character of Melchisedec; and
immediately tells us, * ‘This obscurity, how-
ever, arises more from what is not said than
what is said respecting him.” This is n self-
evident, but unimportant traism. The ob-
scurity of'all things, human and divine, arises
from what i3 not wade known respecting
them. Inregard to things human, the human
mind has full scope; but as regards things
Divine, if we step beyond what is written,
we are sure to err; hence human curiosity
is checked-—his impious arcegance is reined,
by the unly sure guide to the understanding
and judgment for faith and practice.  * 'The
secret things belong to the Lord our God, but
those things which are revealed beloug unto
us, and to our children for ever, that we may
do all the words of this law.”—Deut. xxix.
29. ¢ Verily I say unto yon, Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God asa
little child, shall in nowise enter therein.”
Lukexviii. 17.  If weattend to what iswritten
respecting Melchisedee, we will find (Gen.
Xiv. 18) this personage meeting Abram, con-
ferring and invoking blessings upon him,
bringing forth bread and wine in the character
of the Priest of the Most High God, aud re-
ceiving tithes from Abram who had the
promises, and who was himself @ Priest. If
we ohserve the peculiarity of the declaration
in conuexion with what is afterwards written:
‘“ And he was the Priest of the Most High
God,” being in the singular, it would appear
expressive of a certain degree of ineffability,
indicative of something infinitely superior to
either Priest or King in that country, that
were filling up the mensure of their iniquity,
Gen. xv. 16. It is indeed difficult to gues
why our religious teachers have followed the
tract St. Jerome pointed out. Have we not,
throughout the Patriarchal age, many in-
stances of Divinity appearing in haman
shape to men? See Gen. jii. 8, xii. 7. xvi.
7—10. xvii. 22.  But of all the appearances
the ever blessed God v fed to man, there
are few more striking and singular than that
recorded in Gen. xxxii. 24—32, and Joshua
v. 13-=15. In the former of these the
Patriarch wrestled with a man; ¢ he wonld

not let him go except he would bless him,

and Jacob calied the name of the ple
Perriel, for I have seen the face of God, and

my life is preserved.” In the latter casy

Joshua heheld ¢ aman with a deawn sward.

This man announced himself as ¢ Captain

(Prince) of the host of the Lord.” And

Joshua warshipped and paid the reverene

due to the Divine presence, putting his shoes

off his fect. To Joshua, the Captain of fa-

-
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* fll that office.

CORRESPONDENCE.

vation appeared with a drawn sword. To
Abram he appeared as the (peculiar) Priest
of the Most High Ged, as the King of Peace.
In the 110th Psalm, this personage is
brought to view with awful solemnity. The
oath of Jehovah is announced, confirming the
jmmutability of his purppse concerning the
perpetuity of the Priesthood of him who is
exalted to his right hand. And this perpe-
tuity is nut after, or according to, the order
of *“ men that die, but of him of whom it is
witnessed, that he liveth.,” Heb. vii. 8.
When we read the 7th chapter of the letter
to the Hebrews, to a mind that is not wa#ped
with prejudice it scems decisive on the ques-
tion. This Melchisedec ¢ being by interpre-
tation King of Righteousness, and after that
also King of Salem, which is King of Peace,”
Mr. P. and many before him have, with
fearless self-importance, perverted the words
of the inspired writer to the Hebrews, substi-
tuting for King of Rightcousness, a rightcous
or just King ; and for King of Salem, which
is King of Peace, a King from among the
children of devoted Hem in the land of
Canaan. But with equal justice he may
transpose the last clause of the 6th verse of
the 9th chapter of Isaiab, where the peerless
one is announced ‘‘ the Prince of Peace.”
Itistruly a fearful thing to use unwarrantable
frecdom with the word of God. The Apostle
interprets the designations given to Melchise~
dec to be King of Righteousness and of
Peace;—to make him a just and peaccable
King is perverting their high jmport and
obvious meaning. The Apostle, referring to
the eternity of this peculiar Priest, says, that
he was *¢without father, without mother,
without descent or pedigree.” DMr. P. says
that this veferred to his priestly office. Itis
a just maxim, that what proves too much
proves nothing. As we have no account of
females exercising the priest’s office, if it was
official pedigree the Apostle referred to, it is
neither natural nor likely he would bring
inmother, as mothers were not allowed to
But lest the ancient or modern
priesthood should, from too great a desire to
bhave a continucd succession of their order
kept up, still demur, the Apostle adds,
“Having neitber beginning of days, nor end
oflife; but made like unto the Son of God,
dideth a Priest continually.” Our language
annot possibly counvey ideas more.strikingly
decisive of the character of Melchisedec’s
lking a divine, and not a human being, To
@y that a personage whom the words of in-
giration declares to be without * beginning
of days nor end of life,” was a mortal man,
i worse than I can call jt. The Apostle
#lds, “but made like the Son of God,
stideth a Priest continnally.” Cowmpare this
sith Phillip, 3i. 6 3 Coles. i, 15; and Heb.
L4
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i. §; in all which the comparison Is not in-
tended to disjoin, but to indentify.  So here,
“made like unto the Son of God” admits
of comparison with no other but himself, the
pecrless one. To whom then will yeliken
God.” Tsaiah x1. 18. ¢“T'o whom will ye
liken me, and make me equal, and compare
me, that we may be like?"’ Is. xlii. 5. The
Apostle continues to point out the dignity of
Melchisedee, his superiority to Abram, and
the fact that Abiram, and in him the Levitical
Priesthood, paid tithes to him; and in the
8th verse he adds, ‘¢ And here men that die
receive tithes, but there he receiveth them of
whom it is witnessed that he liveth,” Our
diviues and translators, in order to keep up
a consistency, say, ¢ Of whom it is testified
that he lived all his life a Priest.” This
conclusion is forced, unnatural, and incon-
clusive, lived a Priest all his life. ‘The suc-
cessive Priests of the order of Aaron lived
all their lives; therefore this conclusion is
not deducible from the Apostle’s premises.
The fair and obvious conclusion is, that
mortal priests received tithes during the
Levitical Priesthood; but previous to that
period, Abram, and in him the Levites, paid
tithes to a priest that did not die. ¢ They
(the Levitical Priests) truly were many
priests, because they were not suffered to
continue by reason of death, but this, because
he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthoed.” The Lord, who seeth the end
from the beginning, appeared to Abram to
give a promonition respecting a priest who
should arise, who ¢ was 1ot made (ordained)
after the law of & carnal commandment, but
after the power of an endless life,” to give
occasion to foretel that a priest would arise
after another order than the Aaronic; thata
change being to take place in the priesthood,
o tlu’:re would of necessity be a change in the
law.”

I cannot couclude without adverting to
what I consider to be irreverent queries by
Mr. Pike. He says, *“ Suppose that Melchi-
sedec were actually Christ, what was the ob-
ject of his incarnation?” I answer, first,
what right has Mr. P. to say that the person-
age who appeared to Abram was incarnate ?
Was he who walked in the garden in the
cool of the day—who wrestled with Jacob—
who appeared to Joshua with a drawn sword,
incarnate? But if Mr. P.’s idea is what was
the object of his appearing to the patriarch,
the 110th Psalm, and 7th chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, trinmphantly answers
the question,  Again, Mr. P. asks, ¢ How
long did he dwell and reign in our world ?”
Mr. P. should never ask a question he could
not auswer; and though I would say that
he dwelt in theappearance of humanity only
during the interview with Abram, Mr. P.
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cannot confute me.  His next haughty ques-
tion solves itself fn his first.  Again Mr, T
suys, © If Melchisedee were Christ, then
Christ would be a type of himself” It is
not uncommon In polemics to assume idens
and positions, and then to combat them as if
real. The personage who appeared to Abramn
did not appenr in & typieal, but in his own
genaine character.  The (pecalinr) priest of
the Most Iigh, *the lamb that was slain
from the foundation of the world,” who ap-
prared to, and by whom patriavchs and pro-
phets spoke; by and for whom this world
was crented, as a theatee on which the chavac-
ter of the cterpal, immortal, and invisible
God was to be exhibited in all their effulgent
glory. Let us take heed to the important
caution—* Add thou not to his word, lest
he reprove thee,” &e.

an-rﬁs.
e md

Tur peep Ttoises of Gop.—But
what! shall we always live in shades
and darkness! Will there always be a veil
between the porch and the sanctuary.?
Will God always lead us among chasir - and
gulfs? Ah! my brethren, these are pre-
cisely the ejaculations, these are the desires
with which wé would inspive you; and
this we affirm, that the deep things of
God expose the folly of a worldly man, who
immoderately loves the present life. Pre-
sently this n'ght, this dark night shall be at
an end; presently we shail enter into that
temple, * where there is no need of the sun,
because the Lomb is the light thereof.”
Presently we shall arrive at that blessed
period, when that which is in part shall be
done away. In heaven we shall know all
things. In beaven we shall understand na-
ture, providence, grace, and glory. In
heaven Jesus Christ will solve all our diffi-
culties and objections. Ia heaven we shall
sce God face to face. O how will this
knowledge fill us with joy! O how delight-
ful will it be to derive knowledge and truth
from their source! My soul, quit thy dust!
Anticipate these periods of felicity, and say
with Moses, “Lord shew mo tby glory!”
O Lord, dissipate the clouds and darkness
that are around thy throne ! O Lord, shorten
the time that separates us! ¢ No mau can
see ‘thy face and Live” Welll let us die
then, Let us die to become immortal. Let
us dic to know God. Let us die to be made
partakers of the divine nature. Happy to
form such elevated wishes! Happler still to
sce them accomplished! Amen.—Saurin,

QUERIES.
What shall be done to increase the intevest
of our Sunday Schools?

THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD.

Ys not our Saviour’s visit to Ieaven re-
ferved to in the exclumativn—* And I henvd
a lowd voice saying in heaven, Now s come
galvation, and the kingdom of our God, nud
the power of his Christ, for the aceuser of our
brethren s cast down 7 —Rev. xil, 10,

ENQUIRER.
e
REVIEW.

Fumily and Individual Prayers, for every day
of the week. By Rev. Jaxes Tnonmsox.
Montreal : ' W. Gretg, 1839,

Whether it be owing to an increase of
religion in these Provinces, or to a greater
Jove of forms of prayer than formerly existed,
we know not, but certain it is, that for some
time past, books of prayers designed for the
family altar, have been largely imported;
and though they have been multiplied toa
considerable extent, the demand scems tolera-
bly equal to the supply.

Our own sentiments, on the use of forms
of prayer, ave, perhaps, not generally kuown,
We caunot help thinking that if Christians
felt as they ought to do, they would never
need a book to teach them how to put their
feclings fnte words when they appronch the
Supreme Being. It would laok exceedingly
strange when a beggar would represent to us
his state of distress, and solicit our alms, if
he read the statement from a printed paper,
and assured us, that although it was drawn
up by a person whom he never saw, an
whose circumstances were essentially different
to his own, nevertheless described his precice
condition and feclings. 'We should be ready
to tell the applicant that if, indeed, his case
was so distressing, and his feelings so lively,
he might have addvessed us without the aid
of his paper, and have presumed on our can-
dour to parden his inaccuracics in language
If we constantly recollected that prayer i
only the breathings of our desires unto God,
we should be more concerned about its spir
and less careful about its form,

We cannot help fearing that forms d
prayer have been introduced to many domes-
tic altars, either because the head of the family
is afraid he should not be capable of expres:
ing his desires to God in a proper maunt
before others, or because he is half ashamed
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to let an oceasional visitor know that he does
pray, and feels that the use of a form will
wipe away a share of the veproach. If any
of our readers are in this state, we beg per-
mission to say a few words to them on the
subject.

To the fiest class we would faivly propose
the question, have they ever veally felt the
condition in which they are placed when they
bow as guilty sinners before God ? And it
they possess the true spirit of prayer, did they
ever fry to express their feelings to their
Maker in the presence of others?  The
language of prayer, be it remembered, is not
to be brought before the tribunul of criticism
so long as its principles accord with the Book
of God. We have known persons who,
having deeply felt that in prayer they ad-
dressed God alone, and not man, have made
the experiment of addressing Him before
theiv children, domestics, and others, and
have succeeded far beyond their own expec-
tations, while they bave excited the surprise
of others.  Many an individual who has been
exceedingly deficient in every thing that
enables one man to communicate his thoughts
to another, has spoken with remarkable pro-
pricty of feeling and expression in addressing
God at the footstool of his mercy.

As to these who are ashamed to pray to
God before others, we have but little to say :
let them be left to the reproaches of their own
conscience. A period may come when they
will find that He of whose service they are
ahamed may drive them from his presence ;
and what then will those persons, of whose
sneers they are now afraid, do for them?
Can they redcem their souls, or save them
from going down to the pit ?

To those CuRrISTIANS, however, who pre-
fr using a form, we can recommend Mr.

Tnoxuson’s little volume, for its close adher-
enee to scriptural doctrines, for its devotional
girit, its simple style, and pleasing variety.
Itis neatly printed, on good paper; and we
may add, remarkably cheap.  "We understand
tat a second edition will soon be ready. If
wttoo late, we would suggest to the author
u alteration in the title-page. ** Prayers
for Familics and Individuals,” reads better

tan “ Family and Individual Prayers.”
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A TRIBUTE OF RESPECT,
TO TIUE MAMORY OF
JANE DRAKE,
Who died July 27, 1839 : aged 6 yeurs,

Alag | thou'rt gone—remov'd by death,—
We'll sea thee, June, no more !

Thou hnst withdrawn with rapid flight,
From this deceitful shore.

Yes, thou art gono | the fact we ktiow,
And left thy friends behind—

Romoved to brighter worlds above,
Where saints in glory shine.

Soon wo mnust quit this transient life,
Nor know our end how nigh 1

*Tis wisely hidden, that wo bo
Alhways prepaved to die.

As winter's blast destroys the seed,
Ere scarce the flower appears ;

So death’s cold hund Iaid low fair Jane,
‘While yet in tender years,

Mato is the tongue, and pale the face
‘Which lovely was before ;

Now disn the eyes—and cold thoso hands ;
Her pulse it beats no more.

Cansigned to the noisome grave,
To creeping worms & prey—
Now the fair forin of Jane is laid,

To moulder in the clay !

Bat purents, friends, do not repine
Her early, sudden doom—

“From earthly woes, to henv'nly joys,*”
Your God has call'd her home.

0! mourn not that your darling child,
Should early reach the shore,

‘Where sickness, pain, and sin, and care,
Disturb her rest no more.

Though now in grief you do resign
The body to the dust,

Immortal it shall yot arise,
With ull the sleeping just.

WWhile you are toiling here below,
Aund sin oft proves a load,

Her soul to full perfection raised,
Is “ present with the Lord.”

Then meckly Kiss the “ chastening rod ;°°
‘With calin submission bow—

*Tis designed for mutual good 3
Though heavy be the blow.

“Tho Lord gave,"” and ‘“ taketh away ;"
And * Blessed be His name*'—
Till life shall fail, we'll sing His praise,
Then soar away to Jane.
P. M'Lavnrin.
Breadaibane, 1839.
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MONTREAL BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SCIHOOL SOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting of this Saciety was
held in the Vestry of the Baptist Church,
on Monday evening, Jauuary 133 when the
Office-bearers for the current year were clec-
ted by ballot. There was only one Teacher
absent. The Seerctary read the Annual
Report, which,—in accordance with a Reso-
Iution unanimously passed,—we inserf in

our ¢olumns,
REPORT.

Tn tracing the progress of our Schaol
through the revolution of another year, we
find ourselves called upon to express our gra-
titude to the Source of all Good for a degree
of prosperity, and a train of pleasing events,
such as it has not been our lot to experience
for some time previous. The comparative
statistics of the School may tend, in some
measure, to account for this fact. During
the year preceding the one just ended, the
average attendanee throughout the year was
thirty-seven Scholars and nine Teachers:
during the past year, the average attendance
appears to have been forty-seven Scholars and
cleven Teachers; although, during the last
few months, the attendance has been con-
siderably more than this number. At the
assembly on Christmas-day last, there were
eighty Scholars present. During the year,
there havebeen admitted two female Teachers,
one of whom has left the School: four male
Teachers, one of whom bhas subsequently
resigned the appointment ; another of the
male Teachers has left town.  We have alse
to regret the loss of one of our visitors, who
has, likewise, left town ; leaving five female
and nine male Teachers, besides one member
of the Visiting Committee.

Some circumstances, which have lately
transpired, may tend to inspire in us a hope
that the time—the set time-—is come, when
our Lord will graciously acknowledge this
fecble portion of his vineyard; or, at least,
to produce an assurance, that, as far we are
competenttn judge, our labours, hitherto, have
not been wutterly in vain :——an assurance
which we may remark, in this, as in every
other work requiring action is. ar »p L. to
be, the greatest puseibie stitulant to perse-
verance. A few Sabbaths ago, we were
permitted to see one of our female schalars,
in imitation of the example of her great Lord

and Master, descend into the watery grave,
and keing boried with him in baptism, visi-
bly professing her faith in his nawme, and
her hope for salvation through his grace.
We have also the pleasure of kunowing that
several of the scholars are so far concerned
respecting the * one thing needful,” as to be
engaged—perseveringly we belicve—in ask-
ing the solemn question—<¢ What must T do
to be saved ?”  Let us hope aud earnestly
pray, that they may find the pearl of great
price, even salvation through a crucified
Redeemer.

Nor has the hand of our remorseéless enemy,
Death, been idle. e has been at his post;
ever, as time rolls into the boundless ocean
of eternity, carrying hence the fated victims
of his power ; forcibly reminding us of that,
which we are, alas! prone to forget, the
shortness and the exceeding uncertainty of
time. What a motive to useful employment,
that we may be found to ““act as wise,” re-
deerning the moments as they fly,

In the month of July last it pleased the
Lord to call, suddenly, from among us, one
of our female scholars: a young child, who,
until 2 few days previous to the termination
of her mortal existence, continued regularly
to attend the instruction of the School, iu
the bloom and the vigour of life and health;—
another convincing example of the fact, that
the messengers of Heaven, the winged arrows
of the destroyer, when obeying his mandates,
are alike regardless of the circumstances and
the ties of life, fulfilling the decrees of Heaven
with a reckless majesty, worthy the ambas
sadors of that power, who

“ Grrides the whirlwind and directs the storm.”

We rejoice in being permitted to hope, that
in the case brfore us, the change was a passay®
through death unto eternal life, and that the
young disciple was called bence to the bosom
of the Lamb.

In conclusion, we would express our con-
viction, that to the good sense and the puse-
tuat and persevering vigilance of our respected
Superintendant, in the discharge of the ar-
duous duties of his office, we are, by the
blessing of Heaven, indebted for much of that
prosperity which we have experienced dor-
ing the year that is past.

Surrounded, then, by circumstances so &
cournging, let us, during the year that lic
before us, be inspired by a fecling of lovelo
God, and to our fellow-creatures, and unitd
by a corresponding love to one another, laboot
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with increased diligence, in this our heavenly
cause ; trusting that our reward may be the
approving smile of that Infinite Being, who
reigns supreme over ull the works of his hand,
who turns the destivies of nations aud of
worlds at his will, and who yet condescends
to take an interest in the happiness of sinful
creatures such as we are,

A callection, for Missionary purposes, has
been taken up monthly in the School—
amounting, duving the year, to £2 9 8,
yhich has bren handed to the Treasuver of
the Canada Baptist Mi v Society.

OTTAWA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

The Fifth Anniversary of this Assaciation
was held according to appointment at St
Andrew's, ou the 22d Janunry. ‘Though
not quite finished, a little labour put the new
Chapel in such a condition as cavily and
comfortably to aceommodate the meeting.

As the Delcgates had not all arvived in the
morning, public worship commenced at half-
past eleven, A. DM., when Dr. Davigs
preached from Acts xi. 23: < Exhorting
them ail sith purpose of heart to cleave unto
the Lord.”

Met in the afternaon at 3 o'clock.

Br. Fraser chosen Moderator, and J.
Eowarps, jun. Secretary.

Br. TooxrsoN opened the mecting by
prayer.

Letters were then read from the Churches,
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viz: Montreal, Chatham, St. Andrew’s,
Osgoud, Petite Nation, and Hull,

Br. Frascr gave an account of the
Churches in Breadalbane und Indian Lands ;
also of his labours in other places,

Br. THoMprsoN gave a statement of the
Church at Laprairie; also of the moral and
religious condition of the village,

Dr. Davies read the Cirveular Letter.

Moved by Br. J. Eowarps, juu., and
scconded by Br. Tuouesov, That this be
adopted as our Letter to the Churches,
printed in the Magazine, and circulated as
extensively as possible. It was proposed and
carried unanimously, that 300 copies of the
Circular Letter be printed in pamphlet form ;
aud a Subscription, amounting to £1 14 10}
was immediately raised, for the purpose of
defraying the expense.

Subject for the next Circular:  The im-
portance of Prayer for maintaining Personal
Piety :” to be written by Rev. B. Hok, al-
ternate, Br, MPuarr. .

Next meeting of the Association to be held
in Montreal, on the second Wednesday in
February, 1841, at 10, A. M. Brethren
Ginyouraud JANIESON to preach, alternate,
Br. Fraseg and J. Epwanps, jun,

In the cevening, at half-past six o’clock,
Rev. W, Frasen preached trom Gal, iii. 29,
* And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abra-
ham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise.” The Chapel was well filled, nat-
withstanding the inclemency of the weather.

Statistics of the Churches in the Association for the year ending January 22, 1810,

Appgo. . . < . ,§
% BERERE
; N EEREREEEEERE:
Church at Appointed Delegates.} = § S 1 2 | 3 | 3 | % 5|2
S8 R 515 | 32 s
] ] RIS IS8
= X
2R Ry
Muntreal.. .. .. .. ..; Dr. Davics.
Robert Drake. 3 | - 4| — 1 — | 14} 8
J, Mills.
Laprairie.. .. J. Thomson. 1 - 4 -_ - 2 | - i
Chatham .. .. J. Edwards, jun, E] - 2 1 5 — -~ | 81
John Calder.
saac Connor.
St. Audrew's .. .. .. 3. Bdwards, jun,
D. M Martin, 2 1 - — — - — 29
J. M‘Langhtin,
Petite Nation. .. .. ..| S, Tucker. —_f = - —_ - - — 14
W. L. Hayes.
E. Cole.
Osgood. .v o0 ou oo o} DL MPhail, 43 —_ - - —_ — — { 60
gul!.& gt 47 o {&":gﬁpeprffcnted, — —_ 2 - 2 - —_ 38
readalbane.. .. .. ..| William Fraser,
P. Stewart. ! - - 1 1 - 2 (U5
lndian Lands .. .. ..| Not represented, 8 2 —-— - — - — 50
Clarence .. .. .. .. ..| Not represented, and - _ _ I
no Report. - - -
Totalnumber....| 63 | 3 | 12 ) 2| 9 | 2 ( 16 |51

Making & Tot
1 Yhave been

tal of 53 members added by baptism, 3 by letter, 12 dismissed to other churchos,
excluded, 2 withdrawn, 14 have returued, leaving the present number of suembers 511,

2 have died,
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CANADA ‘
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

On Thursday forenoon at eleven o'clock,
the Annual Meeting of the Canada Baptist
Misslonary Society was held in the same
Chapel. Mr. Jaxes THoMPSON was called
to the Chair, and Mr, Ronno CAMPBELL
acted s Secretary.  The meeting was opened
with prayer by Mr. M‘PrarL. Mr. JaMes
Micrs and Mr. Winnrax Muir were ap-
pointed to audit the accounts. Dr. DaviEes
read the :

ANNUAL REPORT.

The Committee of the Canada Baptist
Missionary Society, in presenting a Report
of their proceedings during the past year,
have much pleasure in stating, that a very
encouraging measure of success has attended
the various operations to which their exertions
bave been dirccted. While reviewing the
transactions of another year, it is therefore a
matter.for thankfuluess, that some iinportant
progress has been made, such as they trust
will excite all the friends of Christ to re-
newed activity ; for in vavious directions the
prospects are of a most cheering description.

The sphere of missionary Jabor has been
enlarged and occupied in a much more effec~
tive manner. In addition to the Rev. Wm,
Fraser who was Jast year the only individual
acting under the patronage of your Society,
the Rev. Daniel M‘Phail, and John M*Ewan,
have entered the field,—the former was en-
gaged for a considerable time, preaching
alternately in Osgood and the Indian Lauds
—and it would appear that a remarkable
blessing attended his exertions, more espe-
cially in Osgood, where he has been enabled
to form a Church, now cousisting of sixty
members, which is in a very prosperous state,
so much so that they have invited him to
become their Pastor, a charge which it will
now be in his power to acecpt, Mr. M‘Ewan
having relieved him, by assuming his duty
among the people in the Indian Lands, where
he has been received with much aceeptance.

The labors of Mr. Fraser have also been
the means of accomplishing much important
good. When travelling lately along the
Ottawa, through Bytown, and the Bathurst
District, in company with 3Mr. M*Phail, he
found an unprecedented desire amang persons
generally, to hear the word of Ged, while
many, on varivus occasions, were affected
to tears. It cannot be supposed that these
things are any other than demands upon us
for greater diligence, increased activity, and
renewed exertion ; it is not possible that we
¢an place them before you, for any other
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purpose than that of inducing you ¢ to come
up to the help of the Lord.” Those in the
midst of whomn Providence has cast our lot,
are literally hungering and thirsting for the
bread and water of Life. This matter hus
engaged our earnest attention, and will con-
tinue to do so until some effectual provision
is made to meet the wants and requests of
these people.

The College is advancing with a steady
and pleasing success ; the number of students
has been increased, during the year, from
four to ten, and farther additions are antici-
pated as soon as the means and regulations
of the Seciety will allow. The various
studies at present pursued are chiefly the fol.
lowing—English Grammar and (.,omposl-
tion, the original Janguages of Seripture, viz.,
Greek and Hebrew, the Principles of Biblical
Interpretation, Logic and Geometry. Be.
sides writing Essays and Discourses for ex-
amination and correction by the Tutor, the
Students arc expected to read in private, such
works as are calculated to enlarge ther views,
and maintain their picty.

Their progress has been encouraging,
especially when the great difficulties with
which they have had to coutend are taken
into account. At the close of the first session
which terminated in June last, the regular
annual examination was held, when the Rev.
Wm. Taylor, who was present on the ocea-
sion, formed and expressed a very favourable
opinion of their attainments. As his testi-
monial was published in the Magazine for
July, it is not necessary to repeat it herc;
the Committee would only solicit your
particular attention to that part of it, in
which he says, “ I am thankful to see the
means thus in operation for preparing qual-
ified Missionaries to supply the religious
destitution of these Provinees,”  And surely
if there is an object which may be considered
as good in an unqualified sense, that of en-
deavouring to prepare and send forth persons
well qualified to proclaim the glad tidings of
the Gospel, may claim that pre-eminent dis-
tinetion,

The Students have generally heen engaged
in attempts to do good, and have preached
occasionally as opportunity and other circun-
stances allowed in the vicinity of Moutreal
The Committee would here observe that
during the vacation montbs, which are July
and August, some of the Students would,
under the direction of the Tutor, cheerfully
render their aid in promoting the objects of
this Society, by acting for the time in a mi-
sionary eapacity, aud for this purpose itis
recoramended that applications should bemade
to the Rev. Dr. Davies, cither in May or
June, who will be happy to give them his
attention, and make such arrangemcnts 3%
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may be necessary. It would only bo expected ! assistance. A decided effort s requived in
that any expense fucurred should be defrayed ' order to sustain the College on its present

by those who enjoy the benefit of their ser-
vices.

T'he Library has been enviched with some
excellent works, chiefly presented by our
friends in England, but still it is quite in-
sufficient for the purposes of the Institution.
We therefore stand in much necd of some
meaus for purchasing mnore books; as all the
fands now at the disposal of the Committee
are not sufficient to meet the current and
unavoidable expenses of the Establishment.

The location of the Institution is, as yet,
undetermined. At a meeting of the Com-
mittee appointed in conformity with a reso-

“Jution pacsed by the Society in London,
which met in Haldimand, on the 9th of July
" last, it was resolved, *¢ As no preparation bad
been made in Upplr Canada for immediately
arrying forward the object of the Institution,
and in the hope that during two years events
may transpire, which will clearly show the
place of permanent location, that the In-
ditation remain in Montreal for two years.”

Under these circumstances, the matter is
still undecided ; but should any event arise
rendering an earlier decision expedient, the
matter will at once receive a prompt atten-
tion,

footing, and support those now eugaged in
missionary operations : nor will this alone
suffice—{tucther applications for admission in
the College are making, and a greater nume.
ber yet will no doubt be made, while in every
divection is heard the cry, *¢ Come over and
help us.”

Your Committee having considered it a
matter of the greatest iinportance, that ade-
guate funds should be obtained, and finding
that all which could be raised would be far
Jess than the amount required, resolved in
October last, after much consideration, to make
another application to our brethren in Eng-
land and Scotland.  For thiz purpose,, they
therefore requested our highly esteemed

i

|

brother, Mr. John Edwards, sen., to under-
take this object, which he readily consented
to, and sailed for Greenock in the month of
November. We have not yetheard of hisarri-
val, but are expecting to receive letters from
him in the course of a very short time.
Since his departure we have learned that the
objects of our Socicty are producing a greater
interest and receiving more attention from
our friends in Louden than formerly; in
this respect our prospects of his success are
very encouraging ; aud we indulge the pleas-

We are bappy to inform you that the | ing anticipation that he may be the honared
piblication of the Magazine has not been :

gvenup. Last year's report made you ac- |

quinted with the fact that it was attended
with considerable loss ;}—this was found at the
end of the year to be too true; so great, in-
deed, was the amount, that it was considered
incompatible with the interests of the Society
to attempt its continuance. In this state of
things, Mr. Rollo Campbell, a member of the
Committee, gencrously offered to publish it
at his own risk, stating at the same time, that
if any profit should be realized, he would
radily give it to the general objucts of the
Soclety ; and it gives us much pleasure to
ald, that its civculation has so far increased as
itoafferd a prospect that some advantage will
berealized from this liberal act.

We cannot conclude this Report without
adverting to the state of our finances, which
are quite unequal to our present expenditure.,
much less will they permit us to take any
sep in advance.

It was anticipated from the spirit displayed
by our brethren from Upper Canada, at the
neting in Haldimand, already referred to,
that some important assistance would be sent
fom that Proviuce. As yet the expectation
s not been realized, and we have ouly to
ndy upon the steady, liberal support received
fom the Ottawa Association, and the friends
the Society in Montreal. To them we
anestly appeal for continued and increased

instrument, through the blessing of God, of
rendering this Society most essential service.
We would commnend bim and his important
object to the prayerful consideration of all
those who desire to witness and enjoy the
prosperity of the Redeemer’s Kingdom,

Thus, you will perceive, that while a good
measure of success has characterised the ex-
ertions of the past year, much, very much, yet
remains to be accomplished, The machinery
of the Society bas received its impetus,
whether its future movements shall be at an
accelerated rate or not, may be said, in some
measure, to depend upon you. We would,
therefore, indulge the hope, that each in their
different sphere will attempt somethiong for
the benefit of the Society ; and we rest as-
sured, that a well concerted effort throughout
the entire denomination will not fail to im-
part such an activity to its operations as will
surmount every opposing difficulty, and re-
move all apprehensions of discouragement
for the future.

The following Resolutions were then un-
animously passed :—
Moved by Mr. James Mrrrs, of Montreal,
seconded by Mr. W. Muig, of same place,

1. Resolved,~—That the Report now read
be adopted, and printed in the Canada Bap-
tist Mugazine,
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Moved by Rev. D. M‘Puair, of Osgood,
seconded by Mr. J. M*‘Lauciuriy, of Rigaud.

2, Resolved,—That the success which has
attended the efforts of the Society calls for
our thankf{ulness to God, and encourages us
to persevere.

Moved by Rev. W. Fraser, of Breadalbane,
seconded by Mr. M*Piars, of Osgood.
3. Resolved,—That whilst we are grateful

for what has been done, the lamentable des-
titution which still prevails throughout the
land, calls aloud for the compassion, and
active, and untiring benevolence of the
friends of Christ.

Moved by Rev. Dr. Davies, of Montreal,
seconded by Rev. Jony Emvmms, jun.
of St. Andrew’s.

4. Resolved,—That the Theo]ngncal In-
stitution, which promises to supply in parct
the religious destitution of the country, claims
the prayers and liberal contributions of all
well-wishers to the spread of the Gospel.

Moved by Mr. R. Drakr, of Montreal,
seconded by Rev. Dr. Davies.

5. Resolved,—That the Society tenders to
Mr. Jaxes MiLNg sincere thanks for the
faithful and truly disinterested manner in
which he has, from the commencement, dis-
charged the office of Treasurer.

Moved by Rev. Wxn. FRASER, seconded by
Rev. Dr. Davies.

6. Resolved,—That Joserr WENHAM,
Isq., the late Secretary of the Society, is en-
titled to our grateful acknowledgements for
his zealous and valuable exertions in that
office.

Moved by Rév. Dr. Davies, seconded by
Rev. WiLLiaym FRASER.

7. Resolved,—That the following Gentle-
men be the Officers and Committee for the
ensuing year :—

Janes Tioxsoy, sen. Bsq., Treasurer.

Rev. Benarau Hog, Cor. Secretary.

Mr. Rorro CamprBeLL, Rec. Secretary.

Committee, with power to add to their number.
Rev. Dr. B. Davies, Montreal,

Joseph Wenham, do.
Jobn Try, do.
James Milne, do,
Robert Drake, do.
Robert Morton, do.
Robert Henderson. do.
Thomas Churchill, do.
William Greig, do.
James Mills, do.

Edward Whipple, do.
William Mulr, do.
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John Dunn, Lapraicie.
Thomas M. Thomson, Napiervillc.
John Edwards, jun. St. Andrew's,
Johu Edwards, sen. Clarence.
Andrew Jamieson, Hull
William Fraser, Breadalbane,
Allan M*‘Diarmid, do.
Stephen Tucker, Petite Nation.
Daunicl M‘Phail, Osgood.

Peter M‘Caul, do.

John M‘Ewen, Indian Lands,
Peter M‘Ewen, do.

Samuel Tapscott, Colborne.
Jobu Gilmour, Peterboro’.
Newton Bosworth, Toronto.
James Connell, jun., do.

Mr. Haines, Kingston.

W. H. Landen, Woodstock.

0. Larwill, Buckingham.
Dugald Sinclair, Lobo.

John M¢‘Laughlin, Rigaud.
John Dewar, do.
Duncan Stewart, Bytown.
James Frith, Plantagenet.
Peter M*Laurin, Scotch Mills.

A collection was taken up, amounting to
£10 15 11; and the sum of £11 2 6 was
subscribed.

In the evening, Dr. Davies preached
from ¢ But it is good for me to draw nea
to God.”—Psalm Ixxiii, 28.

A heavy snow storm having prevented the
Delegates from returning to their respective
homes, public worship was held on Friday
forcnoon at eleven o'clock, when Dr, Davigs
preached from John iii. 3—¢¢ Except a may
be born again, he cannot sece the kingdom ¢
God ;"—and in the evening at half-past six)
when Br. M‘Prarrn preached from Matthew
xxiv. 44— Therefore be ye also ready: fo
in such an hour as ye think not, the S
Man cometh.,” The congregations wer
large, considering the almost impassable st
of the roads, and a lively interest wasesi
dently felt by those present, in the progr

of Messiah’s Kingdom.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS
COLLECTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETIN
Mrs. Blanchard, St. Andrews, ... £0 5
Catherine M‘Gregor, do. wo «.. 0 2
Mrs, John Stackhouse, do. «. .. 0 2
Dauncan M*Martin, do. eee oo 0D
Mrs. Dewar, do. e oen 0 2
Christian M‘Farlane, do. ... ... 0 3
Mrs. Wales, " do. lde 15
Mr. Finlay, A0, e or 0B
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John Stackhouse, St. Andrews ...£0 5 0
Mr. Black, do....... 0 5 0
Hugh Dewar, do....... 0 5 0;
Robert M*Gregor, for Education. 1 5 0
Malcolm M*Gregor, Chatham.... 0 5 6
Mrs. M*Gibbon, do. ...... 0 5 6
Maleolm M‘Phail, dn, vee v 05 0O
Finlay M‘Gibbon, do. ... ... 0 5 0
John M‘Gibbon, do. ...... 0 2 &6
Jane M‘Kerricher, do. 0 3 0
Hugh M*Laua:hlin, sen. R:gaud 0 5 0
John M*Langhlin, do. Q12 9
Johnr Dewar, do. ... 010 O
Peter Stewart, Bredalbane ... ... 0 10 0
Pierre Dupais, Moutreal ... ... ... 0 5 0
A Friend, River Rouge ... ... 0 2 6
Several individuals at Petite \a-

tion, by Mr. Cole.. ... ... ... 212 6
Cash . 0O 2 6
Cullccwd at door of Ch.lpf'l ...... 0 4 8

THE FOLLOWING WERE SUBSCRIBED:

Daniel M‘Phail, Osgood... ... . 5 0
Duncan Macdonald, do... ... ... 010 0
Archibald Fisher, do... ... ... 010 0
John Meldrum, do... ve. ... 0 5 O
Alex. Meldrum, do... ... ... 0 5 O
Jobn Ferguson, do... ... ... 0 5 0
Peter M:Laurin, do... ... ... 010 0O
Peter M“Caul, do... e. ... 010 0
Duncan M¢Laurin, do... ... ... 010 0
Robert M‘Nabb, do... oo ... O 10 O
Peter M‘Ewen, do... ... ... 0 5%
John Campbell, do... ... ... 0 5 0
James M*Donald, do... ... ... 0 5 0
Duncan M*Nabb, do. .. ... 010 @
Peter M‘Nabb, do... ... 010 0
Duncan M*‘Martin, do.. .. 010 0
Malcolm M*Gregor, Ch.nthmn .. 0 5 0
‘William Fraser, Dreadalbane 1 5 0
Isaac Connor, do. .. 1 0 0
Dupcan Dewar, St. Andrew's... 0 2 ¢

PAYMENTS RECEIVED BY MR JAMES MILNE PREVIOCUS
TO THE ANNUAL MEBTING.

Joseph Wenham, Esq. for Educatmn. for quarter
ending 31st March .. .. .. . 6
Do. for Missionary Fund .. .. 6
J. Mills, for Ed. for gqr. ending 3lst \Xarch
Do. Missionary Fund, do. do. do.
James Edward, Chamong, Apnual Sud. ..
Dr. Davies, for Ed. gr. ending 31st March
Do. Missionary Fund, do. do. do.
R. Drake, tor Ed. for qr. ending 31st March
Rojlo Campbell, do. do. do. do. do.
Allen M'Diarmid, Breadalbane, for the
College—Aunual Subscription.. .. .. ..
l)nn.‘ld M*Diarmid, do. do. do. do.
Janet M‘Diarmid, do. do. don. do.
Archibald M'Laurin, do. do. Donation
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TPPER CANADA.
TO TRE EDITOR.

Sir,—Since roy last letter to you, I have
again visited the Township of Erin (not

!
|
|

: that Township where I preach.
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Erle), where it is evident that the Lord is
still pouring out of his Spirit. There is no
place that I have ever visited, where I fecl

! more reluctant to leave than the places in

I have

" preacbed among them upwards of twenty

. thmes since July last;

L God,”

but they seem to have
an increasing hungering for the *“ word of
—so much so, that it is a common
thing for many of them to go four and five
miles, and often much farther, {and some of
them, the last time I was there, seven and

" nine wiles) on foot, after attending to the

 sniow, or the badness of the Toads.

morning exercises—regardless of the rain or
The tears

. of holy joy and travail of soul for sinners, as

sin,
. stances, very general,

also those (tears) produced by conviction of
were very frequent; and, in some in-
particularly at two
meetings, where there was such a general and

* special influence of the Holy Spirit pervading
i the assembly, that it forcibly reminded me

- of the ** day of Pentecost.”

There have been
nine baptized duriug the last year that have
been brought to the knowledge of the truth,
through the instrumentality of some of our
Missivnaries, who occasionally  laboured
among them. There are a number who
appear to be sincere inquirers after truth,
some of whom have obtained a hope, and no
doubt will shortly be baptized. Many are

" very anxinus to be formed into a Church, in

' connexion

with the Association, and bo

. doubt there will be a large Church there be-

i fure long.

There is much that T would like to say in
respect to this very iuteresting portion of
God’s vineyard, but circumstances forbid
it at present: but this much should be

* known, that in many of the Townships north

of Lake Ontario, very seldom they hear a
Baptist preacher, and then only wheu a
Missionary passes along, which in some
places is scarcely once a year.

There has been a pleasing reformation near
Niagara. Eigzht have been lately baptized,
and others have obtained a hope in Christ.
But I will (the Lord permitting} let you
know more about this in my vext; and I
purpose also, after my return from the West,
to Jet you know more about Erin, &c.

Jou~x OAKLEY.
—————

UNITED STATES.
BAPTISM ON NEW YEAR'S DAY.
From the Philadelphia Baptist Record of
January 8.

This solemn ordinance was administered
after the S(nptural mode, to thirty-eight
professed believers in Christ, on New Year's
moruning, in the Delaware, at Kensington, in
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the presence of a vast concourse of spetators,
The day was clear, and notwithstanding the
intense coldness of the weather, hundreds had
ascimbled at an early period of the morning;
and up to the hour of baptizing—viz., eleven
o'clock—the streets and aveuues leading to
the place were lined with an eager crowd of
expectants.  There could not have been less
than from two to three thousand persotis, who
bad assembled to witness this lovely, this
animating speetacle.  Brother Shadrack, of
the New Market Strect Church, led the way
tuto the streamr, and with the assistance of
his ministering brethren, Gillette and Moore,
and two of his deacons, who alternately
handed the ecandidates in and out of the
water, baptized fifieen inales and fifteen fe-
males within the time of twenty minates by
our watch, without the least intercuption, and
with the utmost order and decorum.
followed brother Gillette, of the Eleventh
Church, with five candidates, and lastly came
brother Higuins, of the Third Church, with

LETTER

FROM REV.

Then :

A. MACLAY.
the British and Foreign Bible Society holds
to its old course against the Baptists.

I have visited Leamington, Birmingham,
Derby, Nottingham, Rochdale, Munchester,
and Liverpool. In public and in private, as
opportunity offered, 1 have presented the
subject of my mision, and it has met not
only with a patient hearing, but with very
evident tokens of approbation. A Bible
Society will no doubt be formed in England ;
but our brethren here think it best that I
shouid not begin to collect money or obtain
subscriptions, tifl after some plan of opera-
tion is adopted. 1 have only received one
pound sterling, and that was sent to me
without solicitation, to be a begianing in the
new Institution.

1 sail for Scotland to-moerrow, and am re-
quested to visit the churches as extensively
as possible, to prepare the way of the Lord.

" In two or three weeks I shall be able to
communicate to you important and definite

three; making in ali thirty-eight, who in this !

solemn aund public manner, gave themselves
to the Lord, renouncing the * world, the
flesh, and the devil,” and were baptized, in
the pame of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Among the converts were to be seen
grey headed men and women, the middle

aged, and the younz, several of whom, to !
our knowledge, have been a long time halt-

ing between two opinions, and who bhave at
Jast ventured to trust the Saviour.
precious and a svlemn season to all the fol-
lowers of Jesus, who stood by and beheld the
willing converts follow the dear Redeemecr
down into the liquid grave. It was a day
that will long be remembered by many who
were present.
————

EXTRACT
Of a Letter fiom the Rev. Archd. Maclay,
to the President of the American und Ior-
eign Bible Society, dated
Lirerroor, Dec. 3, 1839.

Dear Broruer.-—The Committee of
the “ Baptist Union” gave me a kind recep-
tion on the 15th of laxt month, and passed
resolutions to present 3 Remonstrance to the
British and Foreign Bible Society, at the
meeting of their Comwittee on the first
Monday of the month. A Committee of
seven brethren, of which John Howard
Hinton is Chairman, was alse appointed. to
draft a plan of operation for a new Bible
Society, in case the British and Foreign Bible
Society refused to retrace their steps,  This
plan is to be laid before the quarterly meeting
of the Baptist Union on the 17th of Decem-
ber, and decided steps will then be taken, if

It wasa !

information in reference to the movements
of our English Baptists. My arrival has
been hailed with joy by all the brethren, and
is likely to be attended with the happiest
effect. I am, Dear Brother, your's truly,
ARCRIBALD MACLAY.

——

OgpixatioN.—The New FPork Bnptist
Register publishes the ordination of Br. John
F. Bliss to the pastoral charge of the Baptist
Church in Henrietta, Monroe County, New
York, on the 11th Dec. The Register states,
that Mr. Bliss was a graduate of Williams
College, studied theology with Dr. Dassett,
of Hebron, Connecticut, and Dr. Burton, of
Thetford, Vermont, and has been a Congre-
gationalist preacher for twenty-six years past,
having in that time gathered and organized
twenty-one churches, But now, after a
thorough “investigation and painful struggle
of about two years, he bad become convinced
of the correctness of the Baptist faith and
practice, and having united with the Baptist
Church in Peru, he has been preaching for a
short time past to the Baptists in Monroe
County, and is now settled as pastor of the
Church at Henrietta.— Christian Secretary.

el

FLORIDA.
The Quincy Sentinel, a paper lately estab-

; lished in Middle Florida, states, that ** a gene-

ral revival of religion has passed over the
country, causing many to turn from sin to
righteousness, and gathering many into the
fold of Christ. The number that has been
added to the different churches cannot be Jess
than 2000, among whom are many of our
most respectable and influential citizens.”

CAMPBELL & BECKET, PRINTERS.
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