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@he Wavitime Presbytevian,

Vou I ATSUST 15th, 1951, * "No. 5.

Our Supplementing Sctheme,

In your last jssue we pointed out somne
r for r dering the basis of this
schemo.  Sinco this question came up in
our Synod the Assombly has appointed
a large committee to deal'with the ques- I
tion. Meanwhile the matter being urgeiit,
it will be in line to point out some cle- ‘
ments which should be kept in view in §
fature legislation.

1. Following the overture vecently be-
fore Synod, the first point of consequence

touches the stipend to be aimed at. Section !
3 of that scheme lays down a mininum
stipend of 8700 with a manse. Two ques
tions arise here : Is it desirable to aim at
a minimun? ond, Is the sum named
adapted to our present or_prospective
wants? '

" (1) As tp the desirability of 2 minimum
stipend. threé methods of Jdealing with
the question may be noted. (a) Our pre
sent method considers each case as it
arises, Grants are given according ‘to ,
the funds at tue diepusal, of the commit
tee, the nccessities of the field, or other
circumstances weighing with the cxe-
cittive. (b) The single platform plan
suggested in the overture places all on o
level, and provides that the fund be so |
divided that all congregations on the

and that it wonld therefore fail to effect

any improvement in our funds. (c) A
third prosposal is that of a threefold plat-
form—say $600,-$700 and $S00—and that
congregations bo placed on this scalo ac-
cording to tho amnount raised from local
resources and the average contribution
of each family. Ttis urged in favor of
this plan that it would meet the weak-
ness of new fields and also the necessity
of supplemonted charges in towns where
living is expensive. It isalso urged that
the lower platform would be s convenient

etanmine mdas 8 v o

-euppug w0 *0 Tn¢ Mgher, so thatnone
could complain of injustice, each cungie-
gation ha iy the retuedy initsown hamds,
Thesu olements descrve serivus consider-
ation. . )

(2) But what of the average sym named
§i00. (a) Is it a reasenable provision
for those who give their whole strength
to the ministry? The actual average
salary paid-last yeat in the Maritimeo Pro-
vinces was $810.  Of 153 cungregations
reporting, 88-give §700 or upwards, 65
give less than §700. Twenty years ago

. when the average stipend was nnder 8700

the Church named-$600 with o maanse as
the smailest smn un which a minister
should bo settled, we cannot afford to
nmne o smaller suin than $700 to-day.
But is it possible to raise such & sum
at present?  There scems to be o general

scheme shall have-equal stipends for their | impressivh that to adupt a scheme Jdo
pastors. Exceptional cases may be con , manding such an vutlay wouldbe to court
sidered, s0 long as the genera] principal | kilure, and put the Churéh to ehame.
is preserved. Itisurgedin favorof this | This iden grows out of the false con-
proposal, that it is an act of justice to , ception.that we wonld Le bound to pay

our ministry, and that community of in

terest would lead to enthusizsm of action.
It is urged sgainst this plan that the
saine amount of stipead in “different

the micimum whether the cungregatians
canue up to the conditivns ur nut. In the
overture before Synud two conditions
wero involved before reaching the mic?

localities would be practical i juality mum platforn. Each cungregation must

’ public Archivas of Mova Qotia
HANIFAY. N. Se
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contribute at lenst $400 with o manso; ! liberality. That there is need of work
the averago rato per family must not be | in this direction will be manifest from
less than $7, Taking these two terms | tho following facts : (a} Five of ourcon

for granted what sum would be needed | gregations last yeav pnid at the rate of
o start the scheme. Last year wo had | §2.00 per family or less, () Eleven vary
145 zottled charges, Supporsing all placed | botween £2.00 and £4.00. (¢) We find
on the platform, the t..cuu. reyuired | congregations having between 200 and
would be £6301 or 33§ cts. per family of . 300 families contributing between $300
our Church. Suppose ve include vacant | and §500 for support of ordinances. Some
chiarges, total 172, Tlace allon theiplat- | one will eny lot thre presbyteries attend
form and the wmount nucied would be y to this matter; unfortunately the presby-
$80SU or 43} cts, per family., The pro- | teiics are wot doing it. Some of these
bable amount neceded suppuse all to quali- | congregations were raising more six years
{y ai once would nol be moco than $7500 | ago than to-day. It is proposed that the
or 374 cts. per family. Is this an impos- , Supplementing Committee do this work
sible sun? Surcly not; last year we | through the presbyteries..

raised 50 cts. per family. for Foreign Mis- Sec. V fixes the minimum rate of con.
sions. Some of our presbyteries raised | tribution per family at $7.00. This is
nearly the required amount under the | taken from our present scheme. It rests
old plan, In 1876 the Supplementing , on the principle that in ordinary circup.
TComnittes voted $7330, and, while they | stances o congregation of 100 familes
did not anticipate the expeudituro of the | should e self sustaining, It means that
whole sum appropriated, they named | our families on an average shiould lay
$6500 (or $100 moro thah vwould have | asido not less than 13} ets. per week for
worked the scheme last year) asabsolute- , gospel support.. Or suppose the average
ly necessary. It will bo further noted , income of the families of a congregatior
that soveral years must elapse before the | to be $350 (about laborers wages) then it
Church will «..ne upto the condition as ; means that 1-50 of the income be set apart
o whole, meanwhile the sum needed will | for the support of the gowpel. Is this
be leds than that above named. ' an unreasonable sacrifice ?

Section IIT, *That the Supplementing Sec. VI provides a minimum rate of
Board ghall, through the presbytones, | entrance on thespart of the congregation,
endeavor to call forth the hberality of | The sum required is $400 with & manse.
our congregaticas so &s to secure at least | Suppose a threefold platform to bozdopt-
the minimum stipend.” This provision | ed chen it might be arranged as follows :
is intended to nice. one of the weak points ; §350,.3500 and §650 to gam the salaries
of our present system. Some of our con- | of $600, $700 and $800. In which case
gregations which are sufficiently strong | the rates per fanuly might be setat $5.00,
to raisc an adequate salavy neglect to do | $7.50 and $10.00 respectively. This lat-
50, ou. present scheme diops these out of | tor-arrangement might dunnish to some
consideration. Now it is quite right that | degree the amounnt used to in the
the committee shonld not waste money | scheme. '
on such-cases, but quite-wrong that they Sec. VII to which somne opposition has
should be neglected. VWhen thecommit- | been expressed is: *That the Supple-
tee drops the congregation, the congve- | menting Board make an annual estimate
gation is very apt to.drop the committec. | of the sum necessary to secure 2l} our
8action 1V provides that all congregations | Ministers the mimimum stipend, divide
not payjug the minimum stipend be a | said sum-cquitably among:the Presbyter-
chargo to the committee, the weaker to | ies- of the Church and through the
be aided by grants, the stronger to be | Presbytenesendeavortosecure guarantees
taught the firat principles of christian ' for the same. from Congregations.” It

—
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has Leon stated that the Church at large
would ropudiate tho proposal as a species
of taxation. Others have maintained that
it would produce little or no effect. There
is nothing new or deugerous in the pro.
posal. What are the facts? («) Pres.
byteries requite congregations at present
to guarantee o fixed salary when calling
a pastor. This proposal is that Presby-
teriea *‘ endeavor to secure.” Thereisno
reason why congregations should not be
asked to guarantes & mimimum sum to
the schemes,
directed that such an estimate et.ould b
sent down to Presbyteries fur all the
schemes. What were the results! No
complaints as to taxation. The returns
showed an increase in every department,
the total increase was 83886, (c) This
guaranteeing of a certain sum is the very
essonce of the Free Church Sustentation
Fund, which grows and flourishes by
means of a regular system of deputations
to. weak points. (d) It is simply what
eveéry sound business man does in the
management of his affairs - looks to the
source and security of hisirevenue before
he expends it.

Sec. VI provides for such o di isiop
of the Fund-as.will give each supplenent-
ed congregation the:xame galary. It has
been objected that.this would be prac-
tically unjust, since rates of living are so
different. Possibly the threefold plat-
form may be worked in such a way as to
avoid.this difficulty. What we have to

say bere, is.that the proposed scheme will:

not diminish the salary of any pastor now
on the list, except one, and that case has
every claim. to be regarded as exceptional.

Tho-cssential elements of the plan pro-
posedare: (1) A-mimimun stipend for
all who.are.devoting their strength to the
work of theministry. (2) Thatthe Com-
mitted shall deal with the strong congre-
gation which is neglecting its duty as
well as the weak which needs financial
aid.
to the Church annually. and take business
like precantions to secure the amqunt.
(4) And tliat wo deyobe §h9 stre_ngth of

(3) That we present our necessities.

the fund to tho lovelling up of the lower,
stipends on definito conditions. We be--
lieve that this schemo s founded on -
telligiblo principles and looks wvmrds [
reasonable and- possible goal, It Willnot
work itself. Any schemo will nced to be
cautionsly introduced and migorously car-
ried through, Somec such scheme 13
urgently needed asanact of justice toour
ministry and safety as well as progreas
to the Church. It will not detract from
theliberality to any of the other schomes

(b) The Synod ia 1879 | but will re-act on them most beneficially.

For if we neglect the duty which hes at
our door we will not be likely to remem-
ber the more distant call, while one duty
well dono will tone and prepare for the
accomplishment of its fellow,
E. D, MiLrar.
Lunenburg, July 28th.

@ hristian Giving.

The rich young ruler came running to
Christ, and, kneeling before him, asked,
““Good Master, what shall I do that 1
may inherit eternal lifet” The reply
was, ' Go thy way, sell whatsoever thon
hast and give to the poor and thon shalt
have treasure in Heaven, and come take
up thy cross and follow Me.”

This narrative is our example. The
Christian minister who faile to preach
that which Christ preached to the young
ruler, the doctrine of absolute and unre~
served surrender to Christ, fails lament-
ably in his duty as the Lord’sambassador,
and the Christian who has not made the
surrender of himself and of-all he peasess-
es, has not complied with the demands.
of the Gospel and the teachings of the
Seriptures.

It would be easy to prove from the
Bible that we are stewards to whom the
Lord has entrasted powers and faculties,

‘of goul and body, time snd telents, gold

wd silver, for the proper use. of which
He will hold us acoountable. We are
bound to emp!oy to the best possible ads
vantage, not for our.own sglﬁsh ends but,
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for tho glory of Goll and the ptosperity
of His ccuse, all the blessings and privil:
~eges bestowed upon us. The day of
reckoning is coming ; are we prepariag
for its approach ?

THE MANKER OF CHORISTIAN GIVINU.

Regerding tho nauner in which Chris-
tians dre to contribute for rohgxuus and
benevolent purposes the Apostlo "lays
down the principle : ¢ Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by
him in store, a3 God hath prospered him."”
The time for making the contvibution is
thus clearly pointed out and by it we are
taught twe important lessons.

1. That this laying aside must be done

SYSTEMATICALLY.

It is not left to--each- man to decide
when, or how, he is to give. It must bo
done evety Lond’s day. There must be
system. As God has set apart i specinl
day for praise and prayer and fur Bible
reading-and religious instruction, so He
has setapart a day on which His people
are-to bring their offerings for the Lord’s
treasury.

2. Tt must be done

DEVOTIONALLY.

It is on the day set apart for worship.
Men should worship God in their giving,
Most men seom to think that they can
worship God only in praise and prayer ;
and, as a conseq , they dissociat:
giving and worship, The direction of the
Pesalmist-is: “Bribgan offering and come
into His cenrts, O'worship the Lord in
the beauty ‘of hioliness”.—Ps, 96: 8, 9.
No Jew was allowied to appear before the
Lord empty»lmnded. He was command-
ed always to bring an offering. The
Apostle Paul in his épistle to thé Heb-
rews (chapter 13; 15, 16) tells his read

ers “%o offer the axcrifico:of praiseto God ]
conhnually, that is-the fruit. of our hps ’

giving thanks in His (Chtist's) ) natpe
butTie does not-stop theto, * # Bat to do

good asid to commiuiicate forget nof ; for'
;pleased >

w0ith such sacrifices God i is-vrell
He tells his Roman readors to ““present
their bodies a living sacrifice’holy and ac-

! coptable unto Uod." The Apostle evident-

|
(

ly belioved that he could worship God as
acceptably with his gold and silver and
in doing good to his fellow mon, as ho .
could in his singing and praying. Indeed
the man who does not worship the Lord
by liberal contributions of money accord-
ing to his means is not in the position to
worship Him acceptably with the heart.
The degree of liberality is ‘o foir test of
the degree of spirituality,
THE PLACE FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING.

‘The place where the offering is to be
wnde is indicated. Regarding the words,
* Loy by bim in storé,” Dr. Hodge in
his commentary says: *The words do
nqt mean:¢o lay by at home, but lay by
Innuzelf The direction is. hothing more
definite than, ket him place by himself, i. e
let him tako to himself what h2 means to
give. What he was to do with it or
where he was to.deposit it is-not express-
ed.” The Dr, is of opinion that the place
of deposit was some common treasury.
Remembering that the Inying by in store
was done on the Lord's day, that it was
done as an act of Christian worship, that
the Jews had been accustomed by:divine
appointment to bring their offerings with
them into the temple of the Lord and
that the early Christians:had a common
treasury into which they threw their con-
tributions, we ure warranted ‘in -the con-
clusion that the house of public praise
and prayer was the place where the public
offering of gold and silver and copper
should be made. if our Christian people
would but thus assooiate their giving
with their praying, ‘we would not have
an empty -Church. treagury. nor would
there be so many fruitless prayers and so
muclh solemn:.mockery. in cur Sabbuth day
sor.vices, We would not.have men sing--

ing—

"1 Were'the wlhiole realm of nature mm_e:
. That were a.present far too smiall -

_and'at the same time giving one, ﬁvc, ten

or twenfy eents for the Home or Foreign
Mission, when they should give one, five,
ten or twenty dollars,

.
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WHO SHOULD GIVX.

I‘he Apostle tells us, **Lot every one of
you." Every Jew was required to hring
a gift. Every Christian should bring
something for the treasury—noy only. the
parents but the children, not only the
master but the servant, not only the rich
but the poor—all s]xquld come into the
sanctuary with an offering.

THE AMOUNT OF CHRISTIAX GIVING.

The Apostle lays down the principle
that we should give proportionately, “as
the Lord hath prospered him.” Com-
paratively few people attend to this
simple direction, Abraham gave tithes
of all'he possessed, and Jacob's vow was:
¢ Of all thou shalt give me, I will aurely
give a tenth unto Thee.” The law of
tithe was not o Mosaic institution but, it
was incorporated into the Mosaic code.

It was a recognized principle even among,

Gentile nations that a tenth should be
given for religious, purposes. Evidently
it was a divine rule—intended for all’
nations and for all ages.

After the settlement in the land of
Cannan the Jews were expected to give
much.more. hbemlly than did their ances-
tors: Fitat, they required to give one-
tenth of the produce of the fields, trees,
flocks and herds for the maintenance of
the priests and Levites. (Num., 18: 24;
and then every landholder was expected’
to give a-tenth-of-the nine parts of hig
produce remaining to be expended at’
tabernacle or temple for festival purposes..
Then there weie oﬂ‘enngs for' the pdor
and for other benevolent objects. Pro-
bably the pxous Jéw Bave nearly one-
fourthi of his ingome, © "

_But what- lms all this -to do with.Chris-.
tian giving? Hes not the Jaiv of tithe
been abolished? We have no evidencé
that such.is che case. The argument of
Pnul, “tbat thwprozmge which God made ;
to:Abraham could not be annulled by tho

abrogation-of the law which was ngen |

four hundred years after the proinise
(Gal. 3:16-18). The law of tithe was
not a.ceremonial law among the Jows, as

! tho wearing of certain garments or the

modo of offering sacrifice. It was a
divinely chosen method for the perform-
anco of the obligations of piety, justice
and'benievolence. It was not as a matter
of charity, but as a matter of justice that
the Jew was expected to give; and the
ground on which the law was established
has never been changed.

THE RESULT OF NOT GIVING.

Although in the dnys of Moses it was
left with the consciences of the pcople

whether thoy -sfiould comply with the.

demands of justice. If men refused to
pay there was no ecclesiastical law by
which obedience could be enforced ; yet
God would visit them as: they deserved
“Will 2 man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed Me. But ye say, ¢ Wherein have
we robbed thee? In ti{heix and offerings.
Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have
robbed me, even this whole nation.”

* Those terrible words are ag applicable

in our day as they were i ‘the days of
Malachi. Have we nobr reason fo fear the
curse of God, if we are fmthless .23 His
stewards? Thero may be worldly pros-
peiity and success in business, and yet
there may be the blightisg and blnstmg
influence of Jehovah’s curse. Theres may

_be rich fools in our days as there were

eighteen hundred years ago. Any person
who takes the trouble to examine the
statistical and financial returns of our
Church must- ‘be struck with the oinall
ness of the. nvemge contributions per
fainily and cc jcant for the sch

of the Church Thesc retiuns pregent a
very darL and dmcouragmg view of our

Church hfe‘and Christian activity. They
may well lezd ,us to ssk whether,, as 8.

people, we are ‘nok robbmg God? and

whotherGod is not cirsing us? When"

we look at the len_gtb of our_communion
rolls, the size of oir congregatlons, the
numberofiour ;prayer-mectings-and::the

apparent piety of our people, and then:

consider. how few there are inquiring the
way to Zion and how slow the progress
of Christianity in the world we may well

€.
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tremble. The question is frequently ask-
ed: *“Why isitthatso many men in
Christinn communities remain unconvert-
ed?” Ono cause at least may bo read in
our financiol returns, Our selfishnesg
will, doubtless, shut up tho windows of
Heaven. God’s challenge to the Jews
was, God’s challenge to us, ig, ¢* Bring ye
all the tithes into the storchouse, that
there may o meat in My house, and
prove Me now herewith if I will not open
the windows of Heaven and pour you out
a blessing.”

Wo might-quoto many passages from
the Word of God to show that our liberal
giving and God's gracious bestowment of
blessings are closely associsted. FProv.
3: 9, ““Honor the Lord with thy sub-
sfance and with the first-fruits of all thine,
increoso ; so.ghall thy barns be filled with
plenty and thy presses shall burst out
with new wine.” Prov. 11: 25, *The
liberal soul shall be made fat: and he
that watereth shall be watered also him-
self.”

® Selfishness is the curse of the Church’|

as well as of the world. It mustberoot-
ed out of the Church or the Church can
never prosper, nor will she ever be able
to accomplish the great and benevolent
work entrusteéd to her. A miserly con-
gregation cannot enjoy the blessing of
God's gracious presence and power any
more than can a miserly man, Large
gifts into the Lord’s treasiry will bring
down large blessings from Heaven, Lot
us then carry out the Apostle'sinjunction:
“‘Upon the first day of the weelk let every
onie of you lay by him in store, as God
hos prospered him,” " remembering that
¢¢the Lord loveth the cheorful giver,”
remembering that both David and Paul
speak.of the pious and truly prosperous
man in theee words: “Hehath dispersed,
He hath given to the poor; Hisrighteons-
ness endureth forever,”

T é. F. TroMPsON,

THE excessive use-of the interjection 01
helps to spoilmany public prayers snd
discourced. .

Lo (801wt DEIGK Dibe 12 (wasen:

‘Rlorvoniom.

Mormonism formed tko topio of an ad-
dress which was delivered last Sabbath
bgr Professor J, M. Boyner, President of
the Salt Lako Collegints Institute, in the
Sevénth Presbyterian Church at Cincin-
nati, Mormonism, he said, wos & moral
plague that was spreading inall directions.
with alarming rapidity. ‘Utah Mormon-
ism’ said Protessor Boyner, ‘is not Mor-
monism that ir expounded out of the
Territory by from 600 to 800 missionaries.
at o yearlY ‘expense of about $1,000,000 to
win proselytes. It is a kingdom of itself
thorouihly organizod from the chief
hierarch down to the lowest scrvant,
whose avowed object ia the overthrow of
the sociol conditions based on Chriatian-
ity and republicanisza at the same time.
They boast that within fifteen years, as.
indicated by their present expansion,
and the vast territory within which their

| principles afe either openly avowed or
covertly muintained, they will virtually
have accomplished that result.” Within
the last six years they have organized in.
the Territory eight churches and twenty-
three schools, which aré maintained
chiefly by.contributions from the East.
One of the sgc;zker"srmqat startling.state-
ments wag that nearly’one-third of the
territory of the United Statesis virtually
under the control of Mormons.  * Over
Utah as o centre,’ hesaid, “they hold

absolute sway. They are masters in
Arizona, Ydaho and Wyoming. They
are swif%lvy and surely moving on' Monta
na and Washington Territories, and poli-
tically in Neyada and Colorado they hold
the balande of power,—Ez. .

g

AcconpIng to-the Year Book of the
Young Men's Christian Associstion, just
issued by the International Committee,
thero are 825 nssocintions in North Am-
etica, 285'in Great Britain, 65 in France,
208 in’ Germeny, 403 in Holland, 204 in
Switzerland, 2in Indis, 4 in Syris:and2
in Japan. ‘.. .

Iz is seid that & great assembly of the
Shinto priests is soon to be held in Japan
to discuss the **Jesus doctrine,” and to
decide how.the tido.of missionary success
can ba checked. ’

TrEas kre $wo classes of péople in the
Church :—The one is made up of those
who do the bard work-of the chs.the

other of thoze:who sit by the fire and find
fanlt, yReTemEEE,
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Gle Training and IWevit of he
Iiniotry.

From tho address of the Moderator,
Dr. Laughton, ot the cloro of the Scottish
Freo Church General Assembly, we clip
£0mMo extracts conenrning the nuture aud
end of Theolugical Collegiate Liducdation.

TUE THAINING OF THE MINISTRY.

‘There is one department of the Church’s
work which, directly or indirvectly, bas
occupied much of your thoughts during
this Assembly—the matter, namely, of
theological education—the truining of
students for tho numstry, and the pro-
viston made m our soveral colleges for
this purpose, a matter of vital unportance
to the Church, to our reveral separate
congregatiens, and to every individual
member ot the Church.

Tho velation ot the Church and its
mumstry to the learned seiences and the
culture of the age is a subject at once
intovesting, important, and difficult.
There 18 nothing to be more deprecated

power of God,

But the Chureh mut not be unlearned,
It cannot content hereelf with an illiter-
ate ministry, cunnot turn her back on the
digcoveries of reicnce qr the inve-vivation
of criticism, aud must not attempt to
1gnote thy withewties or obyetions whizh
muy arice e consequeiee, but mu-t Lo
ablo to lovk at thas and dual with ihem
calmly, wisely, ana 1everently, through
tho agencey ot her sehoiurs und professors;
and her ministors should nut bo uninform-
ed or in the duvk in regavd to such sub-
jeots.

It hux been charactesi tic of the Scot-
tish people since the Retormution that
they attach importance to an edudated
ministry,  Those whew thoy nre tolisten
to cvery Sabbath as their ‘nstructors they
expeet to be Lettor informed thun them-
selves in various branches of knowlerge,
both seculay and sacred 1t is & reason-
able demand ; and if the Scottish Church-
es are to maintain their place and influence
among the Seottish people they must be
at more pains thau ever to provide for a
carcful training and thorough in-truction
to thuse who are to occupy their pulpits.

than the separation and estrang t be-
tween faith and science, between religion
and culture, and thero is a danger in this
direction at the present day, an unwhole-
some tendency to jealousy and distrust
on cather side.  Agamnst tgat we have to
be on our guard, A living Church should
not bo an ilhiterate Chuvch. It must not
have to dispense with learning as of no
use to it. All truo knowledge, secular
as well as sacred, should have *¢hoh-
ness to the Lord ” mseribed upon it, and
be sacred 2s an offering on His altar, and
it is-only a hiving Church which can mnke
this highest use of knowledge in all its
brancles.

Uncarned Christians, indeed, may beo
living Christians ; I bless God forat, The
majority of Christians are of necessity un-
Iearned, but that does not militate against
the sonndness of their faith or the reason-
ableness of it. Many like Cowper’s ‘Cot-
tager,”
¢IWeaving at her own door,

Pillow and bobbins all her little store ;

Just, knows and kunows no more her

Bible triic—

A truth the brilliant Frenchman never

knew—

And in that chapter reads with spark-

ling eyes
Her titlt to a treasure in the skies.”
Assuredly the faith of the Christian,
whether learned or unicarned, does not
stand in the*wisdom of man, but in the

- be cated of tod, and taugiy

The education of the people is advancing,
and the education of the ininistry must
advance in proportion.

There was a time, indeed not very re-
mote, when very little was expected of
the minister in many quavters, Hi work
was counted so essy, and vequired so
little strength cither of mind or body,
that the weakest of the family~ the lad
with least energy and capacity - was
thonght good enough to make a minister
but I need scarcely say these were times
of deadness and of Moleratism. The
minijster waa despived beeause his real end
and purpose was not understonl.  Put it
is otherwire now., We neud the very
hest tor the mimstry of the Word ; and
there 13 nothing more encouraging at the
Frcsent da{ {han tne foct that the Church
has not only moro students than ever, but
that some of the most distinguished stu-
dents in our universities are offering them-
selves for the ministry at home or for
missionary work abroad.

Winlo msisting on superior {narts and
superior education as needed in the
present day i a ngher degres than ever
on ths part of those who enter the minis-
try, my brothren, ¥ aw sure, will not
misunderstand me. {*". Jo not forget
that something elso is necded of & higher
kind, A true mumster of thegorpel must

ty Hiw the
something needed, which man canuot im-
part—an unction.from the Holy One to
touch the heart and lips with fire from
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on high. But that does not supersedo
the necossity, or oxonerate us from the
obligation, to cultivate asfaras possible
those natural gifts which are available
for the service of God in tho ministry of
the Word.

Moreover, wo must not undervalue the
. work of tho homo missionary, evangelist,
or lny pr who has imes been
regarded with jealousy, and distrusted as
irregular and hinble to much abuse. We
have surely learned by thistime thatsuch
agencies must have a recognized place in
every well-organized Church, Its blessed
fruits are so manifest that, whenever it
is occacionally used, it is clearly in the
hand of God, and therefore to bo permit-
ted and wiscly directed by the Church.

T spoke of the work of the ministry as
somnething more. Ho continues for many
years—perhaps for a wholo lifelime—
preaching toone congregation—exhorting,
admonishing, instructing, or comforting,
according to the ever-varying experiences
of its individual members, ‘This needs
large resources and special training to
give him that wider knowledge and more
exact ncqueintance with these different
particulars and rolations, and this is the
object immediately contemplated in our
colleges or divinity halls.

THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING RELIGIOUS
TRUTH AS A SYSTEM,

There is another branch of theological
study which, I believe, thereis a tendency
at Present toundervalue and to depreciate
—1 mean systematio theology, in which
the definite statement of the several
truths of revelation is aimed at with as
much exactness as possible and their ar-
rangement in systematic order. This, as
a study, is not only undervalued but de-
cried.  We might almost say there is no
topic relating to religion on which we
hear and read more nonsense, If the
truths of revelation are not to be put ina
definite form, or stated with any precision,
then we shall soon he adrift on a sea of
unsettled opinion, of vague sentiment, or
presvmptuous speculation. A sermon
certainly should not be a theological
treatise & preacher is something else than
a theolagian, but no preacher and no in-
terpreter of Seripture is to be relied on
who is not familier with the forms and
mutual relations of Christian doctrine as
well as the history of their development
or definition ; in short, not weéll acquaint-
ed with the great landmarks of systematic
thealogy. A field of thought which has
occupied the vast intellect and compre-
hensive mind of a Calvin, which is gone
over in various directions by the Amies,

v

and Turretines, and Do Wittos of a lnter
century, and is traversed ancw in our own
day by a Chelingrs and o Hodge, that is
a fiold of study we should be slow to
abandon, and in which wo trust our stu-
dents will continue as of old to be con-
stantly trained and exercised.

RELIGIOU8 TRUTH AS CONTAINED IN THE
SCRIPTURES.

There is, howover, another branch of
study which engages more attention now
than at any former period, and deserved-
ly too—-I mean excgetical theology, em-
bracing overything that bears upon the
the right interpretation of Seripture, or
the explanation or illustration of its mean-
ing—a field of study s extensive as it is
important, of vital cdnsequence to those
whose business for life will be to inter-

ret, expound, and apply the Word of
od for the instruction of a Christian
Feop‘o. If there is any branch of sacred
earnjpg in which our students should be
more carefully grounded than another it
is this. It isin this dopartment, too, of
theological science that the greatest pro-
gress has been made in recent times. The
Immense accumulation of materials duving
the last half century availsble for the
further illustration of Scripture, the pro-
gress'made in the more exact knowledge
of the original languuges of Seripture,
especially the Hebrew, the discovery and
deciphcrm% of so many monuments of
antiquity, Jewish, Assyrian, and Baby-
lonian—all this has given a renewed im-
pulse to biblical studies, To introduce
our students into this wide field, to
aweken their interest, to direct their

studies, to guard them against mistakes
&l!:d misleading influences, to teach them
the

rineéﬁles of sound interpretation,
to imbue them with a devout and rever-
ent spirit in the handling of the Divine
Worg, there is no work to be done in our
colleges mr~3 important to the Church
than this, .one requiring nﬁ}lgher gifts,
more varied and special qualifications on
the part of those engaged in it.

THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY.

But what, after all, is the end and
purpose for which we subject our students
to such lengthened and laborious prepar-
ation? Not to make them merely learn-
ed divines, able controversialiste, or even
professors; but mainly, and before every-
thing else, that they should be preachers
of the Word—able ministers of the New
Covenant, rightly dividing the Word of
Truth so as to give to everyone his due
portion, that which is suited to his cir-
cumstances and experience, thus ‘‘feed

.
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ing tho flock ** —tho Church of the living !
-God.

You, fathers and beetheen, wao bave
been engaged in that work for lungor or
shortor periods will generally agree with |
me when I say that the work of the pulpit
is tho highest and most important part of
our ministerinl oftice. 1t is a sacred

miniu\:l(‘f', indeed, with which we are
charged —privato duties as weil ws public

—with manifold opportuni.ics and in.
fluences which we are called upun to im-
prove ; but assuredly it is as w preachor of
the glorious gospel of the lessed God
that @ minister occupies hiz highest !
position and exerts his greatest influence.

We somoetimas hear 1 sail that the
Eulpit has loss its puwor, that the press |

08 supplanted it -acwspapers, maga-
zines, and reviews, now the great ingtruc-
tors of the people, doing the work form-
erly done by the pulpit, and doing it
more effectively. What can be =il by
the preacher which is not better said
through the manifold chanuels of our
periodical literature ?  But in much that
18 said of this kind there is a total mis.
apprehension of what is the preacher’s
proper sphere and speeial power, as dis-
tinguished from that of the author or the
journalist.

It were a great mistake, indeed, to
undervalue the peess, or think lightly of
its placewand inlluence, of the talent, the
intellectual power, and literary skill dis-
played in many of our daily, weekly, aud
monthly periodicals. We caunot over-
estimate the services thus rendered to the
cause of truth, of justice, of vivilization,
and social progress ;  hut the province of
the press and that of the pulpitare differ-
ent and distinet, however closely they
may approach at certain points, There
is, mdeed, an essential difference between
written and oral instruction as regards
the peculiar influence of the speaker’s pre-
sence and personality, the direct inter-
course of mind with mind and heart with
heart through the living voice.

But, apart from that altogether, the
pulpit has a sphere of its own as regards
the aspect of human nature and the forms
of human experience with which it has to
deal, and not less as regards the special
truth it has to proclaim and apply. If the

reacher fancies that his busi is to

the megsage of morcy contained in tho
gospel. 11 he is secking to apply the

) o i\'muly~uinpuiulcd remedy to tho inward

wound and deep sore of our fallen nature,
if hie knows how to speak a word in season
to him that is weary, and ~omfort the
afllicted soul, to direct the inquirer, bring
back the wanderer, and cstablish the
weak and wavering, ho will not want for
open ears if he have the willing tongue.
Here the preacher has a ficld all his own,
and need not fear to he supplanted in it.
To all my br:thren, more especially my
younyer brethren in the ministry, I would
say, let us more than over take this view
of our ministry as the ministey of recon-
ciliation. This distinguishing featuve of
our offige, our principal business and high
privilege, iy to pray and being men to he
reconciled to Gol.” He who has this most
constautly before him—whose work in
the pulpit is most thoronghly pervaded
by the apostolic resolution to know noth-
ing amongst his people but Jesus Christ
and Him crucifiel—will be the most ef-
feetive and blessed preacher. He wields
a power altogether distinguished from
the influence cxerted by human talent or
genius for the preaching of the cross as
the power of God unto salvation of every-
one that believeth.

.

Bamare, s Chuvel Faivs,

Bazaars ave now so frequently held, and
so much in vogue, that it may be proper
to ventilate the subject a little, by letting
in & ray of divine tiuih, o see how thoy
will appear in the light of tha Word of
God.

The word bazaar i3 a Persian term
signifying a mavket or fair, and isusually
applied te a sale of articles by ladies’ for
a benevolent object, Baznars or “church
fairs ™ are sometimes got up torvaise funds
forecclesiastical purposes. So long asa
bazaar is a bona fide bazaar, being strict-
ly confined to the purchase and sale of
articles whose price shall be devoted to

instruct the people in science, or politics,
or political ccomonf', if he occupies him-
self with the social questions or public
topics of the day he will soon find that
the press has an immense advantage over
him in the treatment of such matters.
Not 80 if he deals with 2 troubled con-
science, and addresses to the suxious soul

d objects, it may be tolerated, though
atbest it is a doubtful way of raising
funds for the propagation and support of
the gospel of Christ. But as-bazaars are
kept now-a-days they resemble the festi-
val, or right royal bazaar, which Aaron
and the children of Isracl observéd in the
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wilderncss in honour of the rolden |, calf {
whicl-they sct up, when the people sat |
down to-eat and dvink andixose up to
play.  When bazaars are accompanied
with feasting, amusements, frolies, and
foolish plays, they become positively evil,
and a snare to those wha lali *hem, be.
ing liable to several objections which may
be urged against them. ‘ “

1st. Baziars are not commanded in the
Word of God which is our ouly rule of
faith and duty.

20d. Bazaarsare meansofsclf-decention
to the people cansing them to imagnc
that they-contribute their money for the
sake of the gospel, whereas they spend
it upon theie own pleasure.

3rd. Baganrs are too near of kin to the
Popish doctrine that the end sanctifies
the means, leading to-do evil that good
may come, & priveiple which the Apostle
repudiates and condemns in emph

tic

there is nothing to be given to theservice
of God. The pedple must first pay for
theiv own pleasuve, and aftevwards pay
the balance to the Lord. o

Gth: The Scriptures forbid usto bring
into the Lord’s treasury money magle in
a sinful or disgraceful manner, such as
the price of a dog and the wages of
iniquity; Deut. xxiii, 18. The Lord’s
money is-pare, and must be obtained by
pure means hecause it ought to beapplied

| to pure and spiritual pwposes. WWhen

dancing, fiddling, and other foolerics are
conjoined with bazaars what is the moral
difference between the money raised by
these means and the price of & dog ?

+ 7th. The Lord says that ‘““He hates
robbery for burnt offering.” He abhors
all marmer of injustice, ‘“even when
varnished over with a profession of god-
liness, and especially when the gains are

i ly consecrated to His worship, as

tegms.

4th. Bazaars .ave a substitution of
human schemes and devices.for the com-
mandment of Christ, to mise money to
support the gospél; ue if the gospeliit-
self had lost its power and were not suffi-
cient to induce men to contribute for its
own sake. We may here accommodate |
the words of the prophes Ehjah to Abazial
king of Isracl, “Is it because there is no
Gad in Isracl to.ingpive of his word that,
‘thon hast se..t to iuquire of Baalzebub the

© god uf Bkron ¥’ 1s 1t hecanse the gospel -

has no influcs ce over the minds of mentn |
npke them willing to. ““honour the Tprd
with. their substance ™ that they nsust r
have recourse to theso,-wordly s¢hemes
apd, plans to beguile thenmselves to 1k !
with ,their money. for religious objects, .
begaaye they. receive the fiest mstaimens:
theveof for their .own amusement and
gratification. el

3th. The Scriptwres souimand us to.
houour the Lord with the #rse-fraits of
our increase, whereas i the case -of
bazegre it;isthe surplus remaining after,
paying all expenses that is given to,.the,
causc of Christ.  If there is nothing left
over after-the expenses are paid, then

&
if he were o sharer in‘the robbery.” Now
when articles are sold in bazaars at three
or four times tllgir value in the qrdin:;ry
market what is it but a species of robbery
or swindling? And especially when
schemes are adopted- which partakeof the
nature of gambling orlotteries, itis clear
ly against-the principles of the law of
Gad, and must be.offensive to Him in the
highest degree.

If the hearts of men-were .opened like
the heart-of Lydia when she attended to
the things spoken by Panl, and opened
lzer house to receivo the Apostle and his
companions, they would-not-need to bave
recourse to these doubtful schemes and’
spurions plans to raise money for the
cause of Christ. The spirit of liheraljty
would enter into the people like the
children of Israel in ilie wilderness when
they brought their freé will .offerings in
such-abundanee that it was said fo Xloses
“*'The people bring more than enough for
the-service of the work which the Lord
commanded:{o inake.” Moses therefore
cansddit to be proclained throughout
the.camp “ Let néither inan nor womap
make anymorework: for the offerig of
the savetoary.” The stuff they-had “wus
suflicient-for all-the work-to-make it, and
toomucl.  WWhen vhall the members of
the Christian:Chureh.contribute too muck
money for:the propagation:bfithe gospel ? -

D. B. TLAIK.

~
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Fov the Young Prople. '

A Sorrowful Ending, to a Very Sad
Life. '

BY REV. CHARLES PIILLIFS, OF SAMOA, IN
TAL ‘“I0V. MISS. MAGAZINR.”

I send you n..ss:orh account of a very
sad life which has recently passed away
from our midst, in the ho;])e that it may
suggest some lessons worth -learning by

rour readers,  On the 2nd of May, died
in the village of Leone, Tutuila, an M.D.
of Edinburgh University, at the age of
seventy-years and four onths. It was

diflicult to get any real facts as to his |

persona! history, but the following were
culled from him at differens times.
Hexwas born at Porteen in' January, 1510,
the only son of an officer of one of H. M
ships.of war. He -had two sisters, who
received with himself o, good education.
First.hewassent to the City of Greenwich
School, after which, being designed for
themedical profession, he wasapprenticed
for five years to-the head strgcon-of the
convict ship-then stationcd at Portsea.

His apprenticeship-over, he procecded
to Edinburgh-University, aad entered for
three years in the medical deperument,

Hitherto, "he.says, he lived a strictly
virtuous and temperate life. But theve
the firstavrong step wastaken. Heasso-
ciated avith. some Scotch students, who
loved to spend their evenings drinking
*“toddy,"” which, you know, is a name for
Scotoh whisky.  Unhappily, -he soon.im-
bibed a love for it,..and, after a short
struggle, it obtained complete mastery
over him ; :the-passion for it-so clutched
himin its deadly grasp that everything
s sacrificed toit,-even up to' the .day
of his:death. Bat to procced withw our

tory. - [N
e left . Edinbargh for Paris to
complete his education:and obtain a good
‘Jmowledge of French. He: stayed 't%zere
aryear;:then, having returned to England,
i gobaposition on a inerchantshig bound
for Anstralia, and never -again - returned
to-his'home and:countty. Nor-could be
‘gtay in-Australia, but,-obtzining -anothér
‘position- on: board. the Sellana, a-ship
ound for Tuhiti, ke set-hisface for:-these
Southetn Isles. . From Tahiti he- soon
mddauhis. way: to. Rovotongs, whire -hé
wad biréd-by the old missionary, ‘Mr.
Pitman;:torbe doctor doi the :igland. - He
soonwwegried; -however; of: this; and: in

v
e

g NN

.

less than a year he found his way to Apia,
in Upolu. Here he remained for some
time, but, getting a chancee to go to Cali-
fornia, he went, and'stajed away, he
said, four years, after which he retirned
to Samoacdnd never Jeft it-again, I do
not know the date of liis coming to Sumoa;
but it must have been over ‘thirty years
ago. How has he spent all' thése long
years? How henight have spent themn
it would be easy to tell. Using his
medical skill to dissipate pain and sick-
ness where medical skill was-at that time
unknown, setting-an example of all that
is noble and.clevating to the natives, a
life of righteousness, temperance, and
truth, and at the same time trying to
raise-these natives.to-the life and likeness
of God, be might have lived honored,
loved, and. cherished by all, bave passed
a greén-old.age amid an affectionate and
attached people, and have passed away
to an everlasting veward. Alas! for the
contrast.

Read again, you children, the
story of the:Prodigal Son; cnly suppose
therevwas no repentance, no return, 1o
welcome to-his father’s home and heart
again, Think only of his going to the
far-off country, of his wasting his aub-
stance in riotous living, of his hunger,
of his rags, .of his degrading labor in the
citizen’sfield, and stop there, and youn
have a-pictnre of this poor doctor. How
low he sunk iu poverty, sin and shame,
we need not detnil—i¢ is-too:terrible. * -

No vice can exis? aloue; it soonbecomes
the parentof others often greater. Satan
offers us one listle Liyk in the chain, and
weé do not mind-that, fo: it is light and
glozed over With sigary -sweétness, but
we forget that thereis an invisible con<
nection with innumerable other links,
and'if we accept one from -him he will
more easily persuade us to accept a
sccond, a third, and so’on, till he is able
to cast it ‘avound 4% and bind us. in
adamantine bonds. ' So -it was wvith the
doctor. Without-mentioning any other
sad-features:iit his-thinracter, "sufiice-ib tp
say that:they werd répulsive ehongh,‘bred
4rom hig terrible, unconguerable pastion
for.drink, - B LA

Thus de lived for some years_in
Apia, where:in 1S62 one -of the ‘fraders
fiom Tuituils, Leing on 4 visit to ‘Upold,
thought'if:-he could only bé got-awny:to
Tutail;whereithotenwintd 36 few tempta-
tions to drihk, hie niight becomo very uge-
fulithere-as doctér toc'the natives,. axnd
mighthave ailast dhanee of ‘redéeniing
hi¢" <charaetér’? - Unhippilyr it -failed,
Humanly speaking: bé was past re.
de’mm_;ioniland‘-lfdhn.dt'sbo.‘fﬂg be tufned

RS 5Y: SETRTLON, X S
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away from the home so gencrously pro-
vided for him. During these last eigh-
teen yeers, ho has been living the same
vagront, wandering life—first with
natives, then with foreigners, till all alike
have been wearied of him.

It is now two years since I first ot
him, and X shall never forget his figure.
It was on the day I first landed in the
island. His short form flitted along,
barefooted, With an old pair of worn-out
treusers, and shirt and hat to match, a
stick in his hand, and an old‘basket under
his arm—that was 2ll. As I looked at
him, how I lenged 1o tell him of our
heavenly Father, who will save to the
wltermost, who will welcome the prodigal,
even in the cleventh hour, with joy to
His bome again. But, no! he scemed
dead to all-this. For long time I had
him in my home, but he would never
speak -on religion. He would pour forth
a flood of elegant talk and chojce lunguage
on medicine or.any other subject, but he
was off at the mentioi of religion. Twice,
shortly before he died, after praying with
him, the tears stood in his eyes, and he
remarked, ¢“Oh! I have been an idiot
all my life; I was never taughtlike you.”
But it soon passed away, and my last
visit was, I think, the most unsatisfactory.
He entreated a captain who visited him
to bring hiw,. for old a,cglx:intancg sake,
one more dropof gin, adding, *“Youknow
the ruling -passion is strong in death.”
And so passed away on May 2nd one
with whom it is hoped the world has few
t0.compare ; one ho'from a great héight
sunk almost to the lowest depth of de-
gradation it i§ possible for man to con-
ceive.

.And noiv, why do I tell this:story to
jou, readers?! For two reasons—first,
that I may urge upon you with all the
earnestness of which I am capable, that
I may ‘entreat you, as you love your
perents, homne, and-dear ones there; as
you have regard to-your own: peace and
well-being, as you value your immortal
souls and love Him who bought them
with Hisprecious.blood, 4nd as youhope
for heaven hereafter, avoid that by-which
this highly educated-doctor fell, hate it
with the bitterest hatred, turn from it as
youn would from him whose agent it-is 't
roin moen both here and hereafter, fles
from the spé:klin'g.win@cug agyou-would
from the gerpent’s bite and the adder’s
sting, Seek safety.os the doctor- wished
he hod done ab the:last, in loving and
serving Jesus Christ ; in the consecration
of-our.fresh young hearts to Him who
loves: you .and gave- Himsclf Tor you.

Then, secondly, cannot-we all, eventh-

oungest; become missionaries in our-

omes, in the school, among our play-
fellows, everywhere, by urging others to.
join the Band of Hope or some other such
noble society which seeks to save men
fromethe curse of drink? But let us not
stop there ; let us icll them of Jesus, the-
children’s Friend, the chilien’s Saviour;
who aloné can save us for ever, can_give:
us joy and peace and every blessing here;
and life everlasting beyond the grave, L
have written unto you, little children,
that you may be strong and overcome the
Wicked One, whether in the form of strong -
deink or any other guise in which he may
see fit to attack you.

The Era of Novels.

A witer in the Princeton Review: says
truly, ‘iThis mey well be styled tie era
of novels, and of base and worthless novels
at that.” Asa result headds :-““Wears
coming'upon a public having no mental
muscle with. which ta lay hold ox truth,
caring nothitx’)ai‘for our standard English
Literature, taking no iutérest in theology
or the truth of God, and goingmchurc{{
if at all, to be entertained rather then
instructed. We are training up a_gene-
ration by the reading of books filled with.
pretended:facts, which are yet contrary
to the nature of things, of men, and of
God ; with a morality not of God, a re~
h‘gion not of Christ, and a spirit infused
of mammon and .fashion rather than of
the Holy Ghost ; -and in so training them,
we are destroying all taste for that which
is triie and Christ-like, and almost barring:
the possibility of their becoming the
poweriul thinkers, and the carnest, prac-
tical workers, which-the exigencies of the
Church déemand for its inission.”

All thisis sadly true. The -effect of
this trashy reading upén young ipinds,
is disastrous in many respects. e
first place, .it crowds out. i better kind,
consuming time in whick they .should be
decwnulating.inforation of solid. worth.
What a boy- or girl needs to know, is
what few novels can teach. Take the
great mass even of religious fiction—and
that which is circulating. among .us, may
be counted by the hundred . thousand
volames, and how little: of permanént
yalue does it:ever impart ! -One story: ob-
literates the memory-of another, .and:-the
resultis scarcely amatter of regret...There
is-vexy little that is-worth remembering.
Theé mind ‘would become only a garret or
lamber-room if it were to retain all, If
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is doubtful if any Sabbath scholar, at a
year's end, recall with any distinctuess
the contents of half the fifty volumes of
pious fiction which aro doled out to him
week by weok from tbe Sabbath school

library.
The above paragraph has the ring of
sound doctrine. Religious novelsarelike
doing evil that good may come which the
Apostle deprecates. The truth of God
cannot.abound unto His glory through
falschood or a statement of facts which
never had any exjstencé., Divine truth
does not nced the help of fiction; it is
like Ahaziah the king of Israel, when he
was sick, sending messengers to enquire
of Baal-Zebub the god of Ehron, whether
he should recover of his disease. Th
prophet Elijah said unto him, “Ys it be’
cause there is no God in Israel to inguire
of His word that ye go to enquire of
Baalzebub the god of Ekron? It is be.
cause the Biblo is not able to make us
wise unto salvation that men bave re-
course to fiction? Religious novels are
like the “‘Pijae frandes ” of the primitive
ages o{ Chuistianity. D. B. B.

Is it an Answer to Prayer ?
St. Thomas, June 14th, 1851.
The following narrative -has just been
given me by a lady passenger on S. S.
Alhambra cuncerning her sister in New
York. She goesSouth with her husband,

if you ask Him ? After 2 pause she re-
plied, “I think I do believe,” the visitor
knelt and led in prayer. At that time
strength was given ‘to the invilid, that
afternoon she took noéurishment and in slie
evening went to a prayer meeting. Tho

unaccustomed to speak in public she testi-
fied to what God had done for her in
answer to prayer. She immediately weng
to work for Christ, and for the last twelve
years, in season and out of season, in cold

and heat, in snows and rains, she has .

goune from whmf to wharf with words of
Christian kindness and tracts to seamerr.
She visits the poor and diseased minister-
ing alike to body and soul, no place too
low or too vile for this angel of mercy to
visit. I could enumerate other ways in
which she seeks to be useful but I have
narrated enough however to show the
good fruit borne by a life lengthened in
connection with prayer. Was it an an-
swer to prayer? Iz olden times God
heard prayer, that same God lives, He is
our God and is stilk faithful to His
promises. “‘Lord I believe, help Thon
mine unbelief.” If we not.only directed
our prayer to God but continued to look
‘up our prayers would be more availing.
K. J. Graxr.

The Broken Jars. '

h toach

a medical gentleman to, visit portions of
South America : \

In 1869 Niss L. had been confined to
her room for above four months from a

L S r! will you give me
@ pexny for another jar?#” cried a little
Hindoo girl between her sobs t6 a mis-
sionary lady one morning.

It was in India. The lady was just
.entering the yard in which stood “the

hool-house, a fow ia-trees, and some

-complication of disorders associated with
. meningetis. The best medical skill fail-
ed to secure-any change in the progress
of thedisease. The sickness appeared to
be unto death to physicians, friends, and
patient. Shoset her house inorder, gave
instractions as to the disposal of her ef-
fects and for her funeral. 'Whileanxious
friends awzited her digsolution, a humble
female: Christian: vworker came and re-
quested perrhission to see the dying lody.
Shé entered the Toom and asked * Do
- you talisve God will réstore you to health

rose bushes in full bloom. Tweaty brown-
faced, bright-eyed -girls were playing
there. But at sight of their er a'l_i
plai ceased, and, touching their foreheads
with the right hand as a sign of welcomic,
-they ran before her into -a-low building,

¢ of sunburnt bricks, which servedas
a.school-room. Here, seated upon the

floor, they waited until school sheild

qpent with a.l¢sson from the Now. Tésta-
ment. .
But the:lady did not épen the good
book this morning. . Shé came slowly in,
leadintﬁ_ thé yveeping 7a7a.
In the cornérs of the bare, cheerlesz
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room stood black stone jars filled with
water. Ina third, the pieces of & broken
jar were scattered avound, which, when
the little girl saw, she wept afresh.
“Para,” said the tcacher, “is this
your jar? Who has broken it y”
“I smashed it myself,” sobbed the
child.
“You did it yourself puvposely, and
yet you cry ! said the lady with wonder.
“ Shantee touched it with her hand and
made it unclean, so I did as our holy
books tell us. to do—I broke it. Oh,
teacher, will you give me 2 penny to buy
another ¢’ and Tura looked up through
her shining tears. .
“Poor little girl,” said the teacher,
‘smoothing the long tangled hair;
¢ obedicnce to such commands does not
bring happiness. My child, does your
“book ” tell who made the world aud the
people 2
“Yes,” said Tora ; “one god whose
mname is Brakma made the world and all
the people in it. He made tie people
from his own body. From his head he
made wise men, and from his arms and
shoulders he made strong men, Lke
soldiers and kings ; merchants and others
he made from his loins, but poor men and
servants came from the feet of Bralma.”
. ““And from which part were you, do
you suppose, Lara”
¢¢Aly father is high up, he is a mer-
chant ; but Shontee’s fathec is a servant,
50 when she touched my jar it was pol-
Juted—my nice new jar—-and now it is
broken—oh, dear!” Her little hears was
aching with real sorrow, not that she had
broken the jar, for that she thought
right, but because it had been made “un-
clean,” as she ternied it.
“Sit down, Zara,” said her teacher,
“¢and wher. you are quiet we will talk.”
In obedience she turned away, but, half
blinded with tears, she fell over a rude
bench that served as a table. Tt gave
way, and she was thrown to the floor,
when, striving to disentangle herself from
the hroken bench and torn frock, she in.
cautiously caught hold of:one of the re-
msining jars. Irstantly a &irl of twelve
orfourteen years sterted up with words
of -abuse falling thick and fast from her
lips, and before any one could vrevent
ler had dashed the jar into a hundred
fragments upon the ground. Slowly
-gtreamed the water over the coarse mud
$loor, which drank it up:as parched earth
drinks the rain, but quickly flowed the
%ears from the eyes of the excited girl.
“ Tara, Tara,” she screamed, *¢thou
. danghter-of a merchant, why hast thou
touched my jar ¥

Many bitter words would have been
spoken by tho two girls, but the teacher
bade.them be silent. It was then ex-
plained that the oldest girl was of *‘ high
caste,” and none of her inferiors mxi; t
so much as lay hand upon, much less
drink from, the jav she called hers. As
the low-caste Shantce had broken this
rule of caste in regard to Lara’s jar, so
in the same way had Z'ara offended the
high-caste Saluve. .

t is tou true that in India all the
people are divided into sepavate classes
or castes that never intermarry, never
«at or drink together, nov may they even
toucl the vessels belonging to ene another.
Should o vessel be touched by alow-caste
person, it must be puritied Ly e if it be
of brass or copper; but if only cheap
carthenware, like these penny jars, they
raust be broken in picees.

Three ditferent castes were represented
in this mission school. They were all
Hindoos, and strict in obeying the com-
mands of their so-called *holy book.”
The missionary teacher could not forbid
this, for they would have left school had
their idolatry been interfered with. So
easily are these little things brought to
fear the breaking of caste, that Zara de-
clared she “‘would rather die than drink
from Shantecs jar,” which, of course,
would not have been true had death bem
really at hand.

A few days previous the girls had ask-
ed for & few pennies to buy water jars,
Willingly the request was granted, for
in that Lot country the little ones wish
often for a cup of coid water. There were
no wells near. All the water was hrought
from a river that flowed by at a distance
from the school, but too far for little feet
to travel in the burning sun, so it was
well that fresh water should be kept in
the school-room. Accordingly theso jars
were purchased, aud this was the first
day of their use. Half an hour before
three of the girls might have been seen

coming from the river-side, thejars poised -

easily on their heads, while they sang the
new hymn their teacher had taught them.

Now two of the jers were broken. That
oxe belonging to- the lowest caste alone
remained. No fear of any one pollating
their jars,

Here was the begioning of txouble to
the new teacher, Caste, that fatal ob-
stacle to all.good, toall progress, in India,
met her on the threshold.” "What should
shedo? Knowing the power of mausic,
she.said.quietly to-her troubled school,
¢ Let us sing our new hymn.”

Clearly, sweeily, and in unisonrose the
‘vords, *‘ Let us Jove one-inother.” Then

; Bublic Archiv:

HALIE
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she read how God made of one blood all
nations : h W Christ came, the Prince of
peace and God of love ; and the noisy lips
were &till while in a few words she asked
that peace and love might be given to
them. Although none of the young
hearts were converted, yet their stole
over them a sudden quict; and when
asked, “ Who shull have the remaining
jar® for it was still unused, the gener-
ous Tura said, ** There is no one clse like
me, I,will drink at home before I come,”
and the angry high caste, forgetting her
pride, udded, ¢ And there is no one like
me. Iambig; Iwill go to the river;
let the € out-castes’ have it.” Aud thus
the last were first. The twenty girls of
inferior caste drank from one jar; and
though the caste of each remained mm-.
broken, the schocl became a house of
peace, for they loved one another, and
to-day the broken jars are forgotten.

But from this anecdote may be scen
how strong is the influence of caste, even
among children. It is directly opposite
to the spirit of Christ, yet it prevails
everywhere in heathen Indin. How thank-
ful ought all the little readers of this
story to be that their home in not there !
how grateful to the dear Father for life
in o Imd where the love of Chvist 1s
known ! Bui take care, little ones, that
you do not cultivate the caste spirit even
here. St. Paul says, “In lowliness of
mind let each estecin others better than
themselves.” This rule is given to chil-
dren as well as to older people. So when
pride whispers, “ Yon are prettier or
richer than your mates,” turn away and
hearken to that better voice which is
sweetly saying, ¢ My little childrew, love
one another.”—Misstonary Link.

His Last Dollar.

The Missionary Meeting held in con-
pection with the N. B. Southern Associ-
ation at St. Martins, was a most enthu-
siastic one. At its close, as I was leaving
the church, a brother stepped “ﬁ and,
grasping me by the hand, said, ‘¢ Here is
my last dollar; I want to give it for our
missions.” Feeling that he might need
the money, I expostulated with him. He,
however, remained firm. ¢ Take it,”
said he; ‘“if I keep it, it may do me

0ood here; dut if 1 giveit, *twill bear
tter fruit-in etomnity.” . . :

In connection with this.incident I wish
to tefer to another, egually touching.

" brouylit to our notice at the N. S. Wes-
tern Association. ‘A short time ago, as

a little boy lay dying, he called hix
mother to hing, and desired hor to take o
twenty-five cent piece, all the money he
had, trom his pocket and give it to aid in
sending the gospol to the heathen, That
twenty-five cent piece was handed in at
the miwsionary meeting on Tuesday morn-
ing,

Precious in the sight of God are such
gifts as these—the poor man’s lust dollar,
the dying boy’s all. Like the widow's
mite, they are more in.his eyes than the
most liberal donation of the 1ich. God's
blessing accompanies thom in a special
measure.

‘What a lesson is here for Christians !
How many give their last dollar? Too
often the contribution, if multiphed by
thousands would-not touch it. We umi- -
tate the widow's giving in deed, but not
in truth. As a prince scatters his largess
among the rabbie of the streects, so we
cast our cents to the heathen.—£:.

!

Why | go to Church on Rainy Sab-
baths.

I attend church on rainy Saboaths be-
cause—

1. God has blessed the Lord’s Day and
hallowed it, making no exception for
rainy Sabbaths. .

2. 1 expeet my winister t0 be theve. X
should be surprised if ke were to stay at
home for the weather.

3. If his hands fall through weakness
X shall have great reason to blame my-
self, unless 1 sustain him by my prayers
and my presence.

4. By staying away I may lose the
prayers which bring God’s blessing, and
the sermon that would have done e
great good.

5. My presence is more needful on Sab-
baths when there are few than on those

days when the chure! - crowded.

6. Whatever st . I hold in the
church, my example .afluence otherss
if I stay away wity.  not they?

7. On any importaut business rainy
weatler does not keep me at home, and
church attendance is, in God's sight, very
important.

8. ‘Among the crowds,of pleasure-seek-
ers I see no weather keeps the delicate
lady from the ball, the.party, or the con-
cert.

9. Among other blessings such weather
will show. me on what foundation my
faith is built. It will prove how much §
love Christ, true love rarely fails to
mect an appointment. :

10. Thoseé who stay away from chyrelr.
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because it is too warm or too cold or too
rainy, frequently absent themsclves on
fair Sabbaths.

11. Though my oxcuses satisfy myself
they still must undergo God's scrutiny,
and they must be well grounded to lbear
that (Luke xiv. 18).

12, There is a special promise, that
where two or three meet together in God's
name He will be in the miﬁsb of them.

13. Anavoidable absence from church
is an infallible evidence of spiritual decay.
Disciples first follow Christ at a distance,
and then, like Peter, deny Him.

14, My faith is to be known by my
self-denyin% Christian life, and not by
- the rise or fall of the thermometer.

15, Such yielding to surmountable dif-
ficulties prepaves for yielding to those
merely imaginary ; until thousands never
enter a church, and yet think they have
good reason for such neglect.

16. By a suitable arrangement on Sat-
urday, 1shall be able to attendychurch
without exhaustion ; otherwise my late
work on Saturday: night must tend to
unfit me for the Sah%ath enjoyment of
Christian privileges.—Erangelist.

Hearing the Sermon.

A HOME LESSON,

“Mother,” said a little boy one Sab-
bath, ‘““mayn’t I stay at home? There's
no use for me to go_to church, I can't
understand one word the minister preach-
es about. I do not want to go.”  ‘‘Nat
one word ? -*“No, not one word,” he
said, in that positive tone little boys are
apt to have. His mother though e had
better go; but he twisted hi and

pouted his lips, and said he -t
to go. Idarc say you have - sttle
boys do so.

‘X puss went to chuych I should not
expect her to undérstand a word. If
Rover went, I should not expect him to
anderstand, or the cow, or the pig; but
I should have expected better things of a
boy. Iwish you to try again. See if
you cannot at least understand one word
the ministér says, After that we will
see.” Mother looked very sober as she
isi?ke, and the little boy did not quite

ike to be put on the same shelf with cats
and pigs.

o little more talk the church bells
ra(nﬁ, and he went off with the honest
‘wish i his heart to-listen to the séimon
and learn what & little boy could,

His father was out of town, and his
mother was sick at home, so he and his
two older sisters, with 2 man, occupied
the pow. Henry liked the singing, for

“he eould find the psalm, and keep his eye

on the place. He could bow his head
when the minister prayed,-and liked to
hear ¢ Qur Father who art in heaven.”
When the scrmon came, he fixed his eyes
on the minister's face and his mind on the
minister’s words, trxing to find something
he could understand. Nobody was more
attentive than Henry. '

When he got home, ¢ Mother,” bhe
said, “I did get one word out of the
minister’s sermon. I got ‘God.” Heo
said God ever sc many times, and I kept
thinking God, God, God, all the way
home. I said to myself, God made the
sky, God made the trees, God made tho
rain, God made the little ants; He made
the busy bees. God made me—my hands
to hapdle with, and my eyes to see with,
and my mind to learn with. But God
didn’t moke my new jacket with those
bright buttons, did He? You made it,
mother.”

¢ @God created the Iambs’ woeol for the
weavers and spinners to make the cloth
of,” said his mother; ‘““and down in the
dark carth He created the substance of
brass for the button-makers to use.”

¢ Then without God it would not be,”
said the littleboy. ¢¢What a great, good
God He is.” .

“Yes,” said his mother, ‘“and how we
should desire to know Him more, and to
glee,:?eHim constantly in everything we

0.

<] think as much,” cried iittle Henry,
s if a bright, new thought had struck
him. It was bright and new to him, be-
cause he had worked it out all himself,

and his little mind Zept on the subject,
for he asked his mother questions grow-
ing-out-of it four or five days after.

Now was it not better for that little
boy to go to churck than tostayat home?

Aside from the duty and privilege of
taking our little'children with us to the
house-of God, some parents think there
is not much use for them to go, because
they cannot understand, and therefore are
not interested ; yet, if we encourage them
to try to understand, I am sure there are
few so small but a precious little seed
thought, even no bigger than one word,
may be in their tender souls for the shoots
and blossoms of early pioty.—Juv., Miss-
Magazine, .
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The Omuard’ Waveh of Ghiua,

BY THE REV. GRIFFITH JOHN, OF HANCHOW.

Only forty years ago it was a crime for
a foreigner to learn the Chinese language,
a crime to teach it to a foreigner, a crime
to Erint anything in it for foreigners. No

ublic preaching was tolerated in those
ays, *

‘I'o address one or two individuals, with
fear and trembling, inan inner apartment,
with the doors sccurely locked, was all
that Dr, Morrison, our first Protestan
Missionary in Chizu, could do. ‘

He did a greas work in translating the
Scriptures ; but he found it quite impos-
sible to go forth, ana proclaim the mes.
sage of salvation,

To him Chiva was a sealed country.

At the end of a laborious career of
twenty-six yeass, this faithful servant of
Christ could not boast of ten converts.

+ It was the treaty of 1842 that began to
open China to the morchant and mission-

ary.

'{"Vhen Yarrived in China, more than
twenty-five years ago, there were just five
spots in the whole of that vast empire
where a foreigner might pitch his tent.
The interior was hermetically closed
against him, the length of his tether being
only twenty-four hours from the treaty
port.

How different the -present state of
things ! The whole empire is ogen to us,
and the Missionary has the right to go
and deliver his message in every province,
city, town, and-hamlet-in the Jand.

All the provinces have been visited by
Missionaries, and most of them repeated-
1

yI have myself travelled over large

portions of nine of the provinces, Thar-
téen out of the eightcen have actualiy
been occupigd by Missionaries and their
faxnilies,

The Gospel has been procinimed in
nearly all the principal cities and towna.

The Bible has been distributed every-
where, and-Christian literature scattered
over the face. of the land.

Churches have been formed at the ports
and in many an inland town, while isolat-
ed:Christians may be found here, there,
and-everywhere.

Qut of sixty- or seventy- walled cities in
Hupeh, the province in which I have
labored for tha last twenty years, there
are only seven that have not been visited
by-the colporteur or Missionary. Inorder

" to appreciate this fack you must bear in

mind that the area of Hu&?h is larger
than that of England and Wales put to-
gother ! :

There is only one provinece "at present
whose capital is closed against us, -and
that is the anti-foreign province of Hunan,

A short time since the snmne might have
been said of Kiang.si, Missionaries had
called at the suburbs of its capital, but
every attempt to enter it openly lad been
successfully resisted. In January of last
year, Mr. Archibald, of the Scotch Bible
Spoiety, and myself appeared before its
gates, and were turned back. In the
afternoon of the same day we bad a long
interview with two of tho inagistrates,
They were not.at all inclined to admit us
into their famous city, but we nanaged
to persuade them, and on the following
day e entered with their full permission,
We walked about in all directions, saw
all that was to be seen, preached freely
in the temples and streets, and sold as
many books as we could spare.

That was the first time the Gospel was
preached in the noble city of Nan-chang.

‘Whilst in Kiang-si we visited King-tch-
chen, a place of far wider fame than Nan-
chang. This immense mart bas obtained
world-wide fame for its porcclain manu-
factories. Here no Missionary work had
ever been attempted, and I had grave
doubts as to whether a foreigner would
be admitted within the precincts of a
place 5o jealously guarded. Our success
however was complete.

We landed without opposition, pene-
trated its narrow streets, visited its fur-
naces, and inspected every department of
its porcelain manufactories.

We also preached to imrense crowds,
and rold thousands of books and tracts.

I shall never forget our congregation in
the ventre of the town. Wo bad found
our way to an iromense square in front of
the linperial pottery.

For a while the whole town seemed to
be pouring into this square ; and at one
time there must have been from three to
four thousand people present. Here we
stood for hours ; X,preaching with allmy
might, and both of us selling books as
fast os we could hand-them to the eager
purchasers,

Having never seen a foreign face be-
fore, the curiosity was intense, and the
exciternént considerable, but we had no
difficulty in keeping the crowd withi
bounds. Qur work finished we departed
in peage, fe’eling deeply grateful fo God
for what He had enabled ustoaccomplish.
. » - The ease with which the work of
itineration-can-be-carried on in Ching i3
simply wonderful.
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As far back as 1868, Mr. Wiylie, the
agent of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, and myself, coipleted a Mission-
avy tour of three thousand miles, in the
provinces of Hupeh, Sichurn, and Shensi.
.+ . No Missionary had ever visitedthat
region before, and yet we poeached the
Gospel, and distributed Bists m wimost
every town and village on oar way, with
perfect rafoty.

Other Missionaries of all societies have
been travelling over the vast empive dur-
ing the last twenty years, and have found
the country both legally and practically
open. With a good knowledye of the
language, und a fair share of common
sense, a nan can go ahnost anywhere in
Ching, and preach in the open air with
greater impunity than in any other coun-
try in the world. And I would add that
the adoption of native dress is in no way
conducive to either efficiency or-safety.
I haveneveradoptedat, and for the simple
reason that I looked upon it as rather a
hindrance than g help. It is quite right
that each should please himself in the
matter, but it isa great mistake to attach
the least value or importance to it.

Such is the great change that has come
over China during the last forty years.
It is impossible to have any idea of its
magmtude without wonder and graitsude.

There is 2 great future before China.
That vast empire is no louger selt-cou-
tained, or sclf-sufficing. Never morecan
it stand like a great world in itself sepa-
rate from the rest of the globe. We can-
not unravel the future, but we knowthat
China can never return toits former stato
of isolation and seclusion.

There are mighty forces at work which-

ave impelling China forwards, and to
which she must lg{ield, whether she will
or no. The world is advancing, and China
must advance {o0. k
I will not write of their advance in
military matters—of the eagerness with
which they have been building gun-boats,
este Wlishing arsenals, and powder factor-
es, purchasing gunsg, z‘cl:rpedoes, ammuni-
tion, and such t mﬁs L
I would rather call attention to their
progress in other, dirgctions,—to the
schools established by. government for in-
stritctioninforeign languages and sciences,
the establishment,of a central college at
Pekin, with a staff of foreign professors
abits head; the translation.of foreign
standard works on a great variety of sub-
jects; the educational” missions to, the
United States ; the appointment of %;x'
tions and:copsuls-to foreign countries; the
Tormation of: stee.mshlgﬂcompa;ﬁes. which
re competing successtully with.our ovwa;

<
tho opening of coal and_iron mines with
foreign machinery ; and the contemplat.
ed construction of lines of railways and
telegraphs,

Thus China is moving cn—not willing-

-1y, I confess—nevertheless, moving on.

Bre loug she will catch the spirit of the
azv, and ostonish the world with the
rapidivy ot ber, onward march.

The resources of the country are simply
inexhaustible, and the Chinese are capable
of tho highest development,.

I qun looking forward with the utmost
confidence to & time when that great, but
slumbering nation will arise, and shake
itgelf from the dust, and when that won-
Jderful land will rejoice aud blossom as
fhe rose.

Christ, I verily believe, is taking pos-
session-of China. He is there conquering
and to conquer.

The work of evangelizing that great
empiye is as hard as 16 _is glovious, ~ Be-
fore the work is accomplished, the chwreh-
es must gve more of thiuir gold and
silver ; men «of ability and perscnal  in-
fluence must go forth in greater nummbers
than they have hitherto done.

It is 2 dreadful mistake tosuppose that
any sort of man will do for a Missionery,
aud to regard it as a pity and misfortune
when a.man of real worth leaves home
and devotes himself to forcign work.

There is.not a Missionary m the field,
however gifted, who does:-not feel that he
would be much more efficient as a Mission-
ary, if he were more highly endowed as.a
man and a Christian,

The need of China at this moment is a
MIGHTY BAND OF MIGOTY PREACHERS.—
Tllus, Afiss. News.

@he i Inhand Hiission,

Held its 15¢h anniversary in Exeter
Hall, London, during the ‘‘May meet-
ings ”” now so well known, .

In conpection with the annnal report'a

“statement of the origin and work of ‘this

mission is given, which we take from/th®
July No. of “Chipa.’s Millions.” The
story is thus told: there :—

‘“ About fwenty years ago a mis-
sionary, . Droken  down..In  health
after several years of labour in China,
returned home, for ueeded ‘rest and
change. . The spiritual destitution-of the
veople of China, wag. & hurden’ on his
heart,” and while.on his way home, his
prayer.was, that his return to England
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wight be overruled for good to China, and
made instyumental in raising up at least
five helpers.” ‘The following year, 1862,
““ the fitst of the five thus asked of God
arrived in Chipa, and before the end of
April, 1863, four others followed.” At
that time, China with its population of
400 millicns, had only 97 missionarics, or
but ene missionary to abont fonrmillions
of people, These missionaries were then
allin the six sea-board provinces while
the 11 inland provinces, witha population
of 150 millions, had not even onoresident
Protestant missionary. ‘These facizwere
E‘rcsented ina pamphlet by Me. J. Hudson
‘aylor cutitled “ China, its spivitual
needs and claims,” and resulted jin his
sailing for China in 1866 with his wife
and fourteen missionaries. Prayer was
offered for the money necessary for the
outfit and passage and ix less than six
weeks over £1700 was received, thus was
the China Inland Mission inaugurated—
on/an unsectarian basis and without any
plcd%erl or guaranteed support. The
number of missionaries has ingreased from
5 to 112, of which there are 72 laboring
now- besides 29 wives of missionaries.
More than athousand Chinesehave pro-
fessed their faith in Christ as aresult and
have been received by baptism. Of these
about 100 are engaged as helpers in the
mission in the capacity of pastors, evan-
gelists, colporteurs, Bible women, etc.
Altogechgr 68 stationsare occupied which
are situated in 11 different provinces. In
four.of these provinces the members of
the China Inland Mission ave the only
missionaries, Lady missionaries are now
laboriig 1500 miles from the coast.

A letter from J, Hudson Taylor, editor
of “China’s Millions,” specialljrrequests
wore medical helpers, Phis Mission has
co-operated with the Bible Society by
the xale, last year, of 145,000 copies of
parts of the Word of God. The opium
traflic is spoken of as a. great hindrance
to-the work, ’

Tt is a source of regret that these § are
the only Christian female workers
among the 25} millions of their own sex
in four provinces of Western China.”

While-thismission is situated on the
mainland, Or. McKay's labors ave direct-
ed to Formosa, an island on the East
coast of China. ‘Lhere is need of many
mote laborers if it be true that “‘a million
» month in China are dying without God.”

D. MACGREGOR.

"s;!iait of Wrev.. Dr. Uturhay of

Forusm,

During the past few weeks Dr, Mackay
has been visiting some of the centres in
the Maritime Provinces and thrilling the
crowds that gathered to hear him by the
narrative of the great door and effectnal
that is being opened in the island of
Formosa for the entrance of the gospel
into the Empire of China with its four
hundred millions of souls, or nearly one-
third of the population of the world,

¢ The island of Formosa lying off the
Fast coast of China is 250 miles iu length
by 70 in breadth. 300 years ago it was
an inunense jungle inhabited Dy roving
savages of the Malay race. In the eacly
part of the 17th centary the island was
visited by Japanese, Chinese, Dutch,
Spanish, and Portuguese. The Chinese
finally drove out the others and for over
two centuries.it has fotmed a part of théir
vast empire. During that time they have
been steadily ponrin% into it and now it
has a Chinese population of 3,000,000,
who have turned two-thirds of the island
from a waste, howling wilderness into a
garden, 80,000 aborigines still occupy
the unbroken forest which covers the
Eastern part of the island. They-ave de-
graded savages, far below the Miemacs .
of Nova Scotia. Miseroble, cruel, cut-
throats, brutal in character and life.

The island is beautiful, hence its zame
“Tormosa” meaning *‘ beautiful.” So
deeply did its beauty impress the ancient
mariner that it was given this proud pre-
eminence above all other ixlands of the
sea, and like a certain gate of the temple
it was called “‘ beautiful.” It has lofty
mountains, rushing torrents and well
tilled fertile fields.

The Chinese are ona level intellectually
with any 6ther nation in the world.
They had their sehools and sciences for
ages before the dawn_of western civili-
zation, They had a daily newspaper the
“Peking Gazette” in the year 787
when our forefathers were half naked
barbarians, and when London wasa village .
of savages on the-banks of the Thamex,

1 speak thus-because it is well that-ive
should remember the bistory of this won-
derful people, lest we be puffed up with
vain conceit of our supcriority over others,
because their shade of color may be a
tingt deeper than our owm:  The school
and schoolmaster is as common in Formosa
as in Canada. TLey have a literary his-
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tory far move ancient and venerable than
ours. As far back as tho 14th century
% body of men numbering 2148 was ap-
pointed to prepare & cyclopedia of univer-
sal knowledge, and the result was, after
ten years labor, 120,000 volumeson all
subjects , astromy, botany, medicine,
agriculture, government, astrology, ete.,
ete., tho greatest collection in the world.
In the middle of last century a body of
literati were divected to prepare an” ap-
pendix to this stupendous work, which
they did in 10,000 volumes more. True
much of it is the merest rubbish, but it
was undertaken and finished when the
intellect of the Western world seemed
scarcely awakened from its slumber of
centuries, They had thy mariner’s com-
pess and manufactured paper long before
either wag dreamed of in Kuvope.” Think
not that China’s millions are poor sinple
minded -aborigines. They consider them-
selves as snperiors and look with disdam
upon the “foreign barbarians,” and if we
would succced in planting the gospel
among them we must take into account
the men with whom we have to deal,

‘While they consider themselves our
superiors they are not insensible to the
advantages to be derived from contact
with European nations nor slow to utilize
them, and they are adopting in civil and
military life many of the latest improve-
ments. They have their troops armed
with breech loaders and drilled according
to the most approved tactics of modern
warfare, their forts mounted with Arm-
strong guns, iron clad and steel clad war
ships ploughing their waters and the be-

innings of a rapidly growing-merchant

eet that will soon take a place and exert
an influcnce among mervcantile navies for
which the world is not prepared,

Look not down upvn them, they are
your equals, Let not tho cloven hoof of
oppression lift itself against them. et
not such a spot or stain blacken the ban-
ner of this fair Canada as that which dis-
figures the stars-and stripes on the Pacific
coast, .

Such is the people to whom we carry
the gospel in Formosa, and while I do
not underrate the importance of mission
ary work as carried on among savage
tribes, and among the scant populations
of the islands of the sea, yet, I believe,
the Christian world should combine and
bend its energies to give the gospel to
these nations of antiquity that shall play
so-prominent a part in the history oip our
race when dwarfed savage tribes shull'be
10 more.

Ten years
aftemoon, at.

agoI landed one Saturday ; will then make an offering of money to
o’clock, in Northern For- | .o goddess by taking worthless. scraps -

mosa. I gota small, damp bath room
from an English trader in which tospend
the night. I soon succceded in getting a
small %hincso house, built 45 years ago
und long wsed as a stable, domp and
mouldy with a stream of water rumning
through it every rainfall.

Here I began the study of the language.
So bitter was the prejudico and opposition
to the * foreign dog™ that they would
not converse with me lest I should learn
their language. I went out among the
herd boys on the hills, learned from them
then went home and committed portions
of the New Testament to memory in their
language that X might get the idiom of
their tongue, and in this way at the end
of four months.I was able to throw open
my door and tell them in their own tougue
the wonderful works of God.

HINDRANCES TO THE WORK. _

The donduct of Europeans hindered the
work. Sailors drinking and blustering,
or Europeans when Sabbath mornin,
dawns taking their dogs and guns an
going to hunt. When the heathen see
such specimens of 'what they think the
fruits of Christianity, no wonder they
listen with a sncer when the gospel is
preached to them. The conduct of British
and American sailors, traders, and travel-
lers abroad'is one of the great hindrances
to the progress of the gospel. Then,

ersonslly, I was not wanted in Formosa
y these foreigners. I was looked down

- upon as 2 poor ignorant fellow from the’

backwoods of Canada, until one day Capt.
Backs from one of Her Majesty’s war
vessels visited me, sat and talked with
me, then there was a change. When they
saw that they no longer treated me with
contempt, -my work met with a favor that
it had notspreviously received.
HINDRANCES FROM THE CHINESE.
They are joined to their idols. The
chief among the e is called ** The Pearly
Emperor.” The next is the *Goddess
of Mercy " which is worshipped by all.
The worshipper has two small sticks, one
side of each made flat the other round.
He comes before the goddess and prays
¢ Help me to make money.” He then.
throws up the two sticks and if thcﬂboth
fall the one way, that is with both the .
flat sides or both the round sides up, the
answer is unfavorable, if otherwise favor-
able. If the answer is unfavorable he
throws them again and again until they
fall according to his wish. I never knew
oue to turn away from an ido)] until the,
sticks tdrned to his satisfaction. He
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of brown paper naming them as of 2 cer-
tain value and theso he burns in sacrifice,

People may smile at such folly but
is not the samo thing done by th ds

us was greater than all that were against
us. As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem so the Lovd is round about His

who call themselves " Christians, who
serve God with that which costs them
nothing. Or niain they will make an
offering of rice by filling & vessel with
rubbish and o thin layer of rice on
the top, and if questioned will frankly
‘sdmit that the goddess does not know
but what the dish is full of rice. Yet how
much more blameworthy is hypocris
with us, for we know that God seoth
things and taketh notice of them. Still
another hindrance from the Chineseis the
supreme contempt they have for the “‘red
headed English barbarians.” Another
hindrance is the opium traffic. So soon
as they sce a white person they boil with
indignation as they think that England
is forcing upon them the opium that is
. ruining multitudes of their countrymen.
The day is coming when that blot on
Britain’s fame will be wiped out like the
slave traffic. Pray that God may hasten
it in His own good way.

Such are some of the general hindrances.
Then there is the ignonnce and prejudice
of the natives to be overcome. There
were all sorts of rumors going through the
country about me. Placards were posted
up that I was a political spy, pictures
were shown representing the foreign dog
with knife and hooks for scooping out
eyes and splitting hearts, which, it was
said I obtained and shipped off by night
to England for making opium. Thous-
ands of them believe that opium is made
from eyes and bearts, and no marvel that
they were slow to receive from me the
gospel.’

To dispel their suspicions I left ray door
open night and day, that they might enter
ab will and see all that I had and did.
Beggars were paid 15 cents o day to stay
in my but and watch me. Lepers were
paid to come that X might be subjected
to the annoyance of their loathsome
presence, soldiers and sailors from the
junks entered at will and tried in every
conceivable way to annoy me. The
literati, proud and conceited, came, tore
up my Bibles and hymn-books. If I at-
tempted to teach, gongs were kept beat-
ing before my door. Couriers were kept
running, carrying the wildest stories con-
cerning me through the island. Northern
Formosa was wild with excitement. Thus
for a time did heathenism try its utmost
{0 hinder the progress of Christianity in
the island.- Many of the first converts
were cruelly treated and several of them
were killed. But yet He that was with

“home,’ an

le from 1 forth oven for ever.
THR DAWN OF BRIGHTER DAYS,

The opposition was at its height when
one cvening sbout 8 o’clock a young man
came to me saying, ‘You had better leave,
there i3 o plot to kill you.” Instead of
leaving I sang to those that were gather-
ed, the h&rmn, ‘A days march nearer

they dispersed without injar-

ing me, This %{oung man was one of the
literati, a mandarin, and had travelled in
China. Be was troubled and anxious
about the future. Wherever man isfound
the heart is the saine in having its feel-
ings of tenderness, of bitterness of soul,
of anxiety, of doubt. The heathen have
there feelings just as you have, the differ-
ence is that you have

A sovereign balm for every wound

A cordial for your fears,

while they grope in darkness having no.
hope and without God in the world.

This young man used to worship Bud-
dha, but when he heard the gospel mes-
sage it seemed to promise semething thet
ha had never gotten from his own god.
He came back again with his objections,
not in the spirit of 2 caviller but of an
henest inquirer. Day after day he came
with new questions which Lanswered, and
at length I had the joy of seeing him ac-
cept Christ as his Saviour.

Again the excitement was fierce’ and
high. He had to endure much hardness
as g soldier of Jesus Christ but he stood
fast and became an able preacher of the
truth as it is in Jesus,

As time passed on the people began to
see that the reports concerning us were
false, that we wronged no raan, that there
was no scooping of eyes or splitting of
hearts, and their prejudices began to
wear away aud we prepared for our first
long journey through the island. ¥ou
will never know what we passed through
on that journey, travelling barefoot, ford-
ing streams, mecting with fierce opposition
everywhere. The people would line the
streets as we passes through their towns
hooting, jeering, calling out, barbarian,
foreign devil, ete. They would pull my
convert by the cue, spit in ourfaces, pelt
us with black soft mud, and we would pass
out amid shouts of derision. At night
we took. shelter under a ledge of rock

LR

or in the corner of an oxstable or where-

aver we could get the best lodging, and
no matter where we went or where we
remained there were from 5 to 50 soldiers
dogging our steps until wa had passed

’
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through the settled country and reached
the edge of the forest when they wleoled
ubout and left us.

Wa then prepared to visit the savages
in the woods. Rolling up balls of rico
with black ~ugar to take with us for faod
we plungeld inte the forest ; thore was no
path and we tiavelled far without meet-
g with 2,5 natives, but at length we
came upon & large body of them., We
were kindly received and spent thred
wecks viating their, villages, and, on
Ieaving, we wue csdorted by them' to
the cleared land. But though though
they received us kindly yet they are
treacherous aud cruel, for when I after-
wardssettled someChinese teachersamong
them they killed themn, and on returning
I found the four headless bodies far
ap on Mt. Sylvia. I buried them there
and placed above them the inseription
“Blessed are the dead that die in the
Lowl.' IbLave now a chiapel among these
people near Mt. Sylvia.

TI{E SECOND CONVERT.

Returning from vur tour to head guar-
tors, Lagein theow open the doue and be-
gan to teach. In the crowd that some-
times gathered was an arvtist, who, at
first, wasa bitter reviler, but instead of
retorting we breated Jum cowctevusly,
giving him tea. He could not understand
such conduct, and at length began to
manifest a spiit of inquiry and often came
to converss ou religion.  Ab length he
declared himself satisficd aud embieced
the gospel. His parents and friends
shewed the bitterest c:})position. He was
imprisoned, persecuted, entreated, but he
stood fast and became an earnest preach-
er of the faith he had once hated and was
the means of inducing his mother to ac-
cept the gospel.

THE THIRD CONVERT

was a carpenter He heard the gospel,
after a timo embraced it and would even
if working 25 milesaway travel te be with
usontheSobbath, His nraster, anEnglish-
man, would not believe the reason which
the man gave him for absence until he ask-

edme, and when he found out its truthhe |

said, ‘I will not ask him-to work a Sab-
hath and will allow his pay to go' om.
This man travelled with, me fur three
years as a student and is now one of the
ablest native preachas in Northem
Formosa. '

A PUBLIC DISCUSSION.

One of the converts was a venerable
white-hearded man, whbo had been first a
Confucianist then a Buddhist, and was
held in giecat respect by his country-

men.  He challenged me to a public
controversy, a day was appointed, an
immense “crowd gathered, and for 5
hours T answere ! questions and refuted ob-

jections, unti] at length he was complctely

silenced, and after mviting any who wish-
ed to meet for public discussion next day
tu say so, there was not a voice. I sang
¢ A day’s march nearer home,’ the crowd
listened attentively and silently dispetsed
and there have been none since that time
willing to uudertake a public discussion
either with mysclf or my students.

This man afterwards came to sce me and
in a short time renounced heathenism for
Christianity and is now an earnest, able
preacher of the gospel.”

Dr. Mackay, since hes first convert joined
him does not travel alone e is accom-
pauied by several of the native teachers or
students during the Jay. Ilc instructs
them as they journey in knowledge of
every kind, teaches them the natural
sciences, theology, ctc., and in the even®
ings they hold meetings, preaching and
teaching in the towns and villages.

Inone village which he visited a mob
surrounded the hut, crywng, ‘*bring out the
foreign-devil, cut him in pieces, throw him
into the river, ete.” He was stoned, one
stune which grazed hi> -houlder was
thrown by 2 young man, to-day there 15 a
church in that village and the native preach-
er is that young man.

In this way has the work gone on, pre-
judice growing less, the work gathering
volume as it grows, and to.day there are
20 chapels with a native preacher in each,
223 communicants, and at least 1500 who
have renounced their idols in Northern
Formosz. In a few years the Church
there will be independent aund self sus
taining.

THe international conference of Young
Men’s Christian Associations will be held
in Exeter, Hall, London, England, July
30th—August 6th. Americawill be large-
ly reprezented. Among other topics dis-
cussed will be the best methods of reach.
ing the young men of the working class,
and those inclined to socialistic views.
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Zhre Tivet Proteotant ChHurel:
in America.

‘

Rio de Janerio was first occupied by
French sottlers.  Among those who saw
the advantages of the place, that haslong
been the leading capital of South America
was Nicholas Durand de Villegagnon, a
Knight of Malta and o bold and skillful
seaman, Knowing that Admiral Coligny,
the t leader of the Huguenots, was
deeply interested in planting the Reform-
ed religion in North and South America,
he sought his patronage and co-operation
in a plan for sending out a party of col-
onists tosettloat Rio de Janeiro. Coligny
became very much interested in the
scheme, and used his influence at the
French-court with sach success, that in
1553 Henty the Second furnished three
small vessels for the enterprise. They
sailed from Havre de Grace, but were
caught in a severa storm and compelled
toput in ot Dieppe. The dangers that
they had but just escaped, almost within
sight of their native land, filled the minds
of many of those who had joined the ex-
pedition with such fear that they left the
ships at Dieppe. Under the command of
Vi eggnon, afteralong and perilous voy-
age, they entered the bay of Nieterohy
and fortified a small island now called
La“g]e The fort which they built 6f wood
could not resist the action of the flood-
tide, and.they removed further up.to the
island named after the leader of the com-
pauy, Villegagon, and here erected a mote
substantial fortress and called it Coligny.
Certain acts.of c¢ruelty and injustice on
the of the Portuguese luui aroused
the bitter hostility ogu
they looked upon the French as their
friends, and greeted them with every

. demonstration of -joy, which found out-
ward expression in kindling immense
bonfires, After many trinls, the settlers
seémed to see the dawn of a day of bright-
ness-and prosperity. Here upon their
island home the{ erected a rude place of
worship, and held theissimple Protestant
services threo-score and ten years -before

the Mayflower cast anchor .in Plymouth.

Bay, and-more than half a century befere
the Episcopal service was first held by

the.Enqlish colonists whofound & home:

on the of the James riverin Vir-

On the veturn.of theveesels that had
carried out this company ‘of French Pro-
testents-to Brazl, the church in Geneva
became veiry deeply-interested infurther-
ing;this:plan:of emigration, and sent out

the natives, but.

two ministers and fourteen students,
Calvin, Theodore Beza, and other leaders
of the Reformation were still living, and
ag’ they saw the gathering tempest that
was to fall in such & storm of death upon
the followers of tho Reformed faith in
many portions of Europe, they no -doubt
locked with preyer and hope to the open
door of }'efuge that the new world across

the Atlan; d providentially to
open. But all theso hopes were soon de-
stroyed. :

As soon as Villegagnon thought his
strength sufficient, he threw of themask
under which he had cloaked his treacher-
ous designs, and began to harrass and
oppress the Huguenots by every means
in his power. Many of thom were forc-

is tyranny to return to France,
and ten thousand Protestants who were |
about to embark for the mew colony,
hearing the story of the treachery of
Villegagon, retnained athome. Although
he attempted to enlist the aid of the
Jesuits, he found his force much dimin-
ished by his cruel and contemptable ac-
tions, and he ssiled for France 1n quest of
recriiis.  During his absence the Portus
guese governor, by order of his court,
attacked and dispersed the settlement.
For g few years-the French attempted to
keep up the colony, but in 1567 the Por-
tuguese became masters of Rio. Brief
and unfortunate as is this history of the
first Prolestant Church in America, we
may rejoice that the outlook of ‘the fut-
ure givés indication of & time when a
pure faith, grounded in the princxgles of
religious-hiberty, will hold sway through.
thiigeat Empire of Brazil.—Gospelin all
Lands. ’

Zetter from Rev, 5. J. Grant.

Rev. K. J. Grant, under date Barba-
does, West Indies, June 24°. 1881,
writes to Rev. ‘Wm, Donald ¢ o« toum.

¢ Just think of it, already .  .y8 02
board steamer Alhambrs, from New York
and two days yet before we reach Trini-
dad. Our steamer is slow and so foul
that she does not exceed six miles an
hour, and the delays at the Ports of call
which appear to-us to be unnecessary,
end av«:is/able,, become almost intolerable,
I can only cxpress the hope that I, may.
not be.sgain obliged to take passage by:
this line until the' Comggpy insists “upon
its agents acting with despatch. o

I regret thus to write s direct steam
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communication with New York is a.boon
which we prize. .

But the time is not wholly lost. We
have an American Doctor and his wife,
who bave travelled much-in the East and
in the West, and are most entertaining
companions, and I hope, too, that I have
awakened in.them such an interest in our
Coolie Mission as may show itself later
in a tangible way.

I have been reading too, the Revised
New Testament, 25 copies of which were
handed to me by Mr. G. Munroe, the
friend of Dalhousie.  Skduld we not ex-
pect great results from this Revision.
The demand for it has been very great

. on both sides-of the Atlantic. It will be

read with more than ordinary care and
concentration of thought. Some through
it will seek to have difficulties removed;
some will sit in judgement on its literary
merits and others will read from less
worthy motives.

The fact however is patent that the
book is read, scrutinized, that the human
mind is thus brought into contact with
the Truth Divine, and that however,
diversified be the motives that prompt
the inquiry, we rejoice, and will rejoice,

‘ and our joy is fuller when. we remember

that the church is praying.  Prayer
secures the Spirit. The Spirt’s presence
gives light to the understanding and life

. totheheart. Enlightened and quickened,

enriched spiritually as she is materially
who will set limits to the church’s pos-
sible achiavements.

‘Was not the New Testament recently
telegmghcd from New York to Chicago,
and shallthe Church witness the triumphs
of modern science and yet not bend her
energies and bear spcedil{[themessage of
life around the earth. Must it yet be
said that the childrer « ¢ this world are
rser. n';lox"e izln‘ sed no::y skilful in

ying their plau.. . .arty in carry-
ing tl%em into efice. . .. .une children of
light. Will the ci.: .h like our foul
steamer, be satisfied with six knots an
hour when she might make twelve. The
church’s preseut duty is to basten in
carrying the gospel to every creature.

Fellow luborer in the field, with the
harvest in view, continue to stimulate
evéry worker. But I must stop, I thank
youmuch, very much, for allyou did:for
meand our mission whexr X 'was home.
I will_ long remember the spontaneons
andliberal responses of the Pistou friends.
To me their action ha&a valte far beyond
the liberal amount cont¥ibuted. With
my kind regards to Mrs. Donald

Believe mo yours,
K. J. GrRaxT,

Letter from Rev: J. W. Mackenzie, *
to the supporters of'the
' Dayspring.

My Dear Young Friendsi—

1 wish to say a few words
to you about the work in which we have
been engaged. The work you undertake
is almost as essential in extending the
Kingdom of Christ in the New Hebrides
as that which the missionary performs,
Our combined efforts have been blessed
by God to the leading of many who were
once darkhearted, bloodthirsty savages
to a knowledge of the truth.

True the Dayspring could do nothing
among the islands without the missiona-
ries, but what could the missionaries do
without the Dayspring ?

Having been engaged in that mission
field for several yearsI can speak from
experience of the invaluable aid you are
renderingus.  You, living so far away
from our-scene of labour, can have no
idea how badly off we would be without
the Dayspring. It will give you.sonie
iden of what our circumstances would be
without a mission vessel if you were to
imagine what your own would be had
you neither stores, nor roads, nor carri-
ages, nor railroads, nor steamers, mor
post offices. 'We can now depend on get-
ting b mail twice a year. But without
your vessel there is no telling when we
could hear from our friends. Then how
badly off we would be forsupplies, espec-
ially if natiye food were scarce. I rémem-
berone year we had a severer hurricane
thanssual, which destroyed the natives'
plantations very much. ~ For a length of
time they had to scour the bush insearch
of food. ~ Some of them-would boil leaves
and after eating them would endeavour
to sleep off then éraving for better food.
So long as'we had any food in the house
e could not bear to sce the sick thus
suffer. Butafter a tiine tho last hand-
ful of flour was scraped out-of the cask,
and all that we had left svas.a little rice.

How anxiously we looked for the ves-
sel dey after day, and what a welcome
sound the shout *‘Sail Ho!” was, oneo
afternoon. :

The christian villages are always glad
to see her heave in sight, and some of
them send her preseats of pigs, yams
and pine apples. ‘Taro grows something
like a beet or turnip, whereas th~ ~wm is
more like the potato. Instead <x tops,
however it has vines which are trained
up poles like hops. On some islands, es-
pecinlly on Tanna, the yam grows very
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large, being often three or four feet long
and weighing forty or fifty pounds. Pine
apples grow on a stock like a cabbage.

At moust of the heathen islends they
now know the Day:p ‘g as the “‘ship
belong issionary I remember our
first visit to Ambrym. We got toanchor
{lust about sunset, in & few moments we
‘heard the report of a musket, and asthey
Lept firing at us we could hear the balls
falling in the water around us. Having
some matives on bvard belonging to an-
other island, we got them to call out that
we were.missionaries, so the firing ceased
immediately. They had taken us for a
““ labour vessel,” but hearing.thisa crowd
of them came on board.

On another occasion the Dayspring lay
off and on at Santo while we went ashore
in a boat. We found an old man carry-
ing.a musket. He had elephantiasis—a
kind of leprosy so called from its resem-
blance to the leg of an elephant. We
asked-himn to conduct us to his vaiin e,
which was some distance inland. He Jed
us-along the path, but before he had
gone far, he appeared very shy and turn-

back waved his hand for ns to stand
still. He then darted off at a much
quicker rate than I -imagined his legs
could carry him. Following the path we
arrived at the village, but not a soul was
to be secn. He h:x§ %i\'en the alarm and
all had fled to to the bush. We returned
{0 the shore, and after a time saw some
natives well armed coming along from
another village. When they came up e
endeavoured to shew them that we loved
wem, and wished to benefit them, and did
not wish to take any of them away. After
atime those whohad fled, seeing we meant
10 harm, came back. By¢ and-bye the old
man with the big legs came back too,
smiling very pleasantly. Wehada hearty
laugh at him for rumning away, in which
the natives all joined, and no onc seemed
to enjoy it better than himself.

At another island as our boat was draw-
ing near the shore we saw a native whom
we found to-be a chief wading out on the
reef waving o green branch. ~ He recog-
nized our gxree masted vessel and was
thus showing his friendliness. We had
Yern at his village the year before for

the frst time, and told him we would.

retuin, asking bim at the same. time if he
would reccive o missionary. He carried
me ashore _on his back, and was very
friendly. He was disappointed that wo
had no missionary for him, bat we prom-
ised to send him one as soon as any new
ones should arrive. A missionary is now
s:atgcd there, and it is a very encouraging
station.

Then at the settlement of a new mis.
sionary the service rendered by the Day-
spring is invaluable. .

The Dayspring makes two trips to
Sydney in the year—in August or Septem-
ber and December. On the former trip
she remais about a fortnight, just long
enough to receive our supplies, etc., but
on the latter she remains three months.
This is the hurricane season—from the
first of January to the end of March—
when it would not be safe for her to be
wm the group. She sets sail from Sydney
on the 1st April'and in from two to three
weeks reaches Anelgaubat . Harbor in
Aneityumn, Mr. Annand’s station. After
calling at each station’ and landing sup-
plics, ete., she gathers the missionaries
to the annual meeting. When 1t 13 over
she carries them back to their respective
stations, and from that till the time ap-
pointed for her to return to Sydney she
is generally engaged in visiting heathen
islands and opening up new stations.

Hoping_ your iterest in the New
Hebrides Mission will continue,

I remain yours,
J. W. MACKENZIE.

* Renival,

A remarkable revival in religion has
manifested itself in all the churches in
Indianapolis, Ind. The Rev. Mr. Herriott
;vrim to the Presbyterian Banner as fol-
0vws :—

“ The first manifestation of special in-
terest among the Yresbyterian churches
began in one oi our youngest churches,
the Twelfth. Here, after 2 week of
s pecial services, 0@ communion Sabbath,
May $th, twentyv-five were received, all
on protession except two. On the fol-
lowiry Monday morm'ng, at the minister’s
mevineg, it wi decided to hold 1
m «tings in ouc of the central churches.
T} ¢.v services have been in progress now
two weeks. Scores and hundreds have
alrwwly professed Christ, and ‘still there
is more to follow.’ The work scems just
begun. No church is large enough to
hold the crowds that often come, espec-
jally on Sabbath. The Presbyterian
churches of the South Side are holding a
union service in the Seventh Church now,
those on the North Side iu the Second.
The services are conducted ecntirely by
the pastors. The churches all over the
city are heing opened and filled. The
old United Presbyterian church has been
specially revived.”
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Thr Synoed of the Wavitime Pro-
vinces in ronnection with the
Ghurry of Srotland

This Synod met in St. Andrew’s Church, i

New Glasgow, on the 28th June.

¢ 3¢t i . ;
Rev. R. Bumet, retiring Moderator, . gogiety premises are built on the spot in

preached from Matk. V. : 372,
There is not nuw a vaueal congregativn
within the bounds. The settlements are :

PHRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

1. Picton, Rev. R. Burnet,
2. Saltsprings, Rev. J. Fitzpatrick.
3. Roger’s Hill-& Cape

John, Rev. J. Fraser.
4. Earltown, Rev. Duncan Mackenzie.
5. River John, Rev. R. McCunn.

PRESBYTERY OF EGERTON.

1. New Glasgow, Rev. Geo. Murray.
2. Stellarton & Westville, Rev. C. Dunn.
3. E. B,, E. River, Rev. W. McMillan.
4. W. B, E. River, *Rev. P. Melville,
5. Barney’s River, Rev. A. J. McKichen.
6. McLellan's Mt. Rev. W. Stewart.
7. Gairloch, Rev. Neil Brodie.

Rev. W. Stewart, of McLellan’s Mt.,
was chosen Moderator

Rev. P. Melville was duly received as
aminister of this Church.

The report of the Becord Committee
given in by Rev. J. Fraser, - Convener,
was adopted.

Rev. R. McCunn, Convener, submitted
the report of the Home Mission Commit-
tee with correspondence from the Colonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland to
the effect that that Committee had-voted
to this Synod half the amount given last
year, or £62 2s., and that owing
to the state of their finances this must be
regarded as the last *contribution which
can be made by the Colonial Committee
té)h the Sapplementing ’?‘u.nd of this

urch.

The report of the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee which .was given by Rev. W.
McMillan, Convener, was adopted, and
the Convener instructed to forward the
contributions of this Church to the F.

Committee of the Established Church
of Scotland.

The following were appointed a com-
mittec to co-operate with the Committee
of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
in 2 in the Maritithe Provinces with
Serminary v, Messrs: Buameh, Dase,

—~Rev. Messrs. Burne ;
McMillan and Murray. Mr. Burnet
Convener,

*Since inducted

Miscellancons,

Britain.

The present British and Foreign Bible

Liarl-street, London, where three hundred
years ago a body of fanatics burned every
copy of the Bible that could be found,
and then congratulated themselves that
the book was destroyed. The book is
now printed there in one huudred and
seventy-eight different languages.

The original Secession Syrod of Scot-
land has 3,350 bers. The b
of ministers is not given.

The progress of the Jewish race in
Scotland is shewn by the census returns
to be of the most marked character.

‘Will not a day come in the not very
dim or distant future when young Eng-
Lishmen will read in their histories wii
incredulity that so late as A. D. 1881 the
British House of Commons, though en-
goaged in the consideration of one of the
most important Bills ever brought before
it, decided by a vote of 246 to 110 tolose
a day’s sitting in order that some of its
members might attend a horse race?—
Toronto Globe. .

At the annual Tea Meeting in con-
nection with Mr. Sgurgeon’s Pastors Col-
lege, it was reported that there are 355
former pupils preaching the Word in
Great Britain, and considerable numbers
in America and Australia. A list of sub-
scriptions, amounting to £2166 including
£100 from the Lord Mayor, was announc-
ed. Mr. Spurgeon strongly advocated
open communion, and stated that it gave
him great pleasure to break bread with
members of other churches.

The proposition to open the London
city libraryand muscum on Sabbaths, has
been refused by the Common Council, by
a vote of 97 to 25.

Tae Moderator of the Synod of the
Scottish U. P. Charch congratulated the
Synod on the fact, ¢That we have full
confidence in the Principal and Professors
of our Theological College, in theirability
and willingness to *to hcld the fort®
against all assailants,” When we remem-
ber that the Principal is Dr. Cairps, s
who had the privelege of listening to him
during his visit to_thess provicces last
summer will cordially cndorse the.alove
statement.
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Unied States.

The contributions to the ‘Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Chuich for the year
amounted to 106,934, eaveeding the con-

tributions of the previous year by §31,650. |

Of the total amount $12,156 were contri-
buted by the Philadelphia branch.

It is a remarkable fact that the Pres-
byterian Board of Forcign Missions has
just closed its financial year with a bal-
ance of between nine and ten thousand
dollars initstreasury. Thelegacies were
$111,365, reccipts from the Woman’s
Board 3170,304, and the total $580,255.
“This is a noble record.

An excellent work is being done among
the very lowest of our population in New
York, by Michael Dunn, an ex-convict,
who has spent thirty-five years in jail.
He was trained by his parents as a pro- ‘
fessional thief. He was converted in
1879, chiefly tbrough the kindness and

j end of the present month.

River and Parrsboro were heard, after
which Mr. McLeod intimated his accep-
tance of the call.  Presbytery gave its
assent to his decisi his cennection
with his present charge to cease at the
Rev. John
A. Logan was appointed. interim moder-
ator of Session, the Rev. E Ross to preach
in Parrsboro and declare the congregation
vacaut.

Rev's J. C. Meek and E. dSwith were
appointed a committee for the purpose of
securing compliance with the resolution
of Synod instructing congregations to con-
tribute to all the Schemes of the Church,

On motion of Dr. McCulloch, seconded
by Rev. A. F. Thompson the following
resolution was unanimously adopted :

““That this Presbytery express their
deep and unfeigned regret at the recent
violation of the Lord’s day by His Excel-
lency the Governor General, and earn-
estly desire that His Excellency would
have regard to the’ conscienticus convies
tions of those over whom Providence hag
placed him in authority, and where his

instruction of the Prison A Jation, and

is now engaged in keeping a *‘House of
Industry ” for discharged convicts, whom
ke shelters and provides with- employ-
ment. some of it on the premises. The
first floor of his house is used as a read-
ing-roorr and a place for religious meet-
ings. It is at 37 Bleecker street.—Epis- 4
copal Recorder.

It is now vwo months since Messrs.
Moody and Sonkey left the Pacific coast,
yet the vospel meetings and the noon-day

rayer-meetings have kept up with una-
gated interest; the former every night
except Saturday, and the latter every
day except Sabbath.

Presbytery of Truro.

Met at Truro on Tuesday the 2nd inst.,
resent 15 ministers and 3 elders.  Rev.
Wim. Donald of Pictou and Rev. Dr.

Pollok were present as corresponding

ple is calculated toaffect the already
extensive descration of the Lord’s day.
It was agreed that a copy of this reso-
lution be sent to His Excellency.
Well done, Truro Presbytery.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Presbytery met at Kempt, Hants
Co., on the 26th of July, for the induc-
tion of Rev. Thomus Murray into the

toral charge of the con%:c%ation of
empt and alton, which has been
vacant since the death of their Iate pastor
Rev. John McLean, and for other busi-

ness.
Rev. M. G. Henry of Shuhenacadie_

reached from, ‘the parable of the sower,
%e!‘. E. McNab of Newport addressed
the minister, and Rev. A, Gunn of Wiggds
sor the people, after which the newly
inducted pastor received a cordial ei.
comoe from the congregaticn and hig, first
quarter’sstipend was ¥,aid him in advance:

members.
Rev. James McLean was elected Mod-
erator of Presbytery for the current year.
Dr. Pollok on behalf of the College
Board asked that Presbytery appoint
one of its number to co-operate with a

member of the College Boanl in collecting :

the subscriptions and completing the
work of endowment within the bounds of
the Presbytery. In compliance with & ¢
request Rev. E. Grant was appointed

The call from West River congre .gtftion
to Rev. A McLeod of Partsh 7 oo
taken up, commissioners . Yest

St. John’s chure’,, Halifax, hasapplied
for moderation %y, 3 call, and Rev. g’ M.
Morrison of Jartmouth is to preach and
moderate ¥, said call on the }gth of Sep-
tember 5¢7.30 ¥. ML

Ar napolis is not to be separated and
0" med into a new congregation but in
1 conjunction with Bridgetown is toremain
| a8 heretofore one charge.

Presbyterial visitations are to be held
at Upper Musqaodoboit on Tuesday even-
ing, Scptember 6th at 7 o'clock” And
at Sheet Harbour on Wednesday evening
at the same hour.
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* Presbytery of Sydney.

‘The next mecting of the Sydney Pres-
bytery will be held at North Sydney on
_the 31st of August.

3 Jamgs A. Forbes, probationer, is
Im'v&chmg at Glace Bay and Cow Bay,

with Jruch aceeptance. He is likely to

~

be callea .

by one or both of these congre- |'

oS A Farq Wharson bas been at the |
the Lands End of « - Bo viz, C. North, |
assisting Rev. Peter L lark in the dispen- i
sation of the Lord's Sup ver on the 3let |
of July.

Re\').( John Murray js on St TPauls,
spending & few weeks among the families
olf7 his congregation living on thut lonely h
Island. . |

Mr. James Murray, student, is supziy.
ing the Falmouth St. RLIEM m his broth-
er's absence.

Rev. Dr. Murray. of Charlottetown,
has been expuunding Pedobaptist prin-
ciples in C. %rcbon. He delivered three
lectures at Sydney, and three a$ North

]

. to t
Sydney. 20 ]
Suncauvn v1 V0L KTESD FTernans aau
"Methodists, He came to defend the truth
and he did defend it with remarkable
ability and with great success.  Sabbath

July 24th, will be long remembered inl

Sydney. In the forenoon, Dr. Murray
preached in St. Andrew’s Church on the
subject, ‘What is the good of your infant
baptism.” Falmouth St. Church, and
Jubilee Church (Methodist) were closed
and their pastors-and Congregations were
sitting with the-pustor and congregation
of St."Andrew’s under Dr. Murray’s min-
istrations. In the evening the Doctor
preached in Falmouth St. Church, from
the words, ‘¢ Wherefore then serveth the
law,” whun the sane three congregations
worshipped together again.

Presbytery of St. john,

ho, great, satisfaction and |

This Presbytery met in St. John on the

loth July. The principal business before |
th e court was the resignation by Rev. Dr. |

Waters of the pastoral charge of St.
David’s Church.

Commissioners were present and ex-
pressed.the regrets of the Jungregativn
1n prospect of his removal.

reshytery after an individuel expres-
sion of their high appreciation of his
ability and work, agreed to accept_the ,
;isiilgnution, to take effect after July

They also agreed to put on record a
minute expressing sympathy with the

congregation, and their own regret’ at
losing so valued a helper.

Rev. J. C. Burgess was appointed to
preach in St. David’s Church, on July
31st, and declaro the pulpit vacant, also
to act as Moderator-of-session.

Presbytery of P. E. I. .

The visit of Dr. Mackay—our apostolic
Formosa missionary, though short, and
confined to two of our chief centres,
Summersideand Charlottetown, was very
much enjoyed, and will be attended with
good results,  The thrilling narrative of
his work in Formusa, delivered with that
singula: self-furgetfulness and | fervor
which are now so well-known, could not
fail to show that the heroes of faith ave
not yet an extinct race. A visit from
such a man, with such a tale to-tell, does
much to quicken the faith of us all in the

sower of the glurivus guspel, and to
hecpcn the interest in the great cause of
Christian Missions.

* The Presbytery held its regular g ar;

terly session at Leorgerown on ne zau
inst.

Calls-from the congregation of Clifton
and Granville, and from the con%magntion
of Strathalbyn, to Mr. Jno. McLeod,
licentiate, were sustained and placed in
Mr. McLeod’s hands.  Mr. McLeod sig-
nified to the Presbytery his acceptanceof
the Strathalbyn call and arrangements

_were made for his ondination and induc-

tion on the 30th inst. The Presbytery
noted with great gratification the advance
made by this congregation in the matter
of the minister’s stipend. They gave
their previous pastor five hundred dollars
the present call was accempanied with a
guarantee of eight hundred dollars.

Rev. J. McDonald tendered his vesig-
nation of the congreﬁntion of Dundas.
The resignation was allowed to lic on the
table, the congregation to be cited in the
asunl way.

Rev Jno. McKinnon has obtained leave
of absence for six months, and intends,
with his family, to visit the ‘auld land.’
An ap'})ropriate resolution was passed,
and ordered to be engrossed in the records,

{ ‘expressing the hupe that our brother and

his family might have & prusperous jour-
ney over the ocean, a pleasant reunion
with friends and kindred, and in due
time return to us.

Rev. Dr. Bain, late pastor of St. An.
drew’s, Perth, Ont., who is rusticating
among us this summer, was appointed ta
supply Georgetown pulpit during Aug.
and September. .

Pablic Archivas of Mova Scotid
HALIFAX, N. S i



