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o) HY torment yourself by buying a Boot
or Shoe that does not tit your feet 7 Boots
and Shoes must be made to tit the feet,

not feet to it Loots.

Be not satistied unless you can buy a Boot or
Shoe-that will fit like a Glove and at the same-time
will give you comfort and satisfaction.

duy ‘where you can get a vaviety of w ldths and
half al/es, then know that your Boots are stylish and
made of solid leather all through, and understand that
n good boot costs money. Du not Lelieve the story
.that is so UFIEN told, viz.: * Boots worth $3.00 sold
for $2.00.” This cannot be true. Good boots do not
beg for patronage, they are much the cheapest. in the
e,l(\

Our principle is to secure the acme of style and
appearance, without sacrificing one point of comfort
and ease,
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17O BE PERFECTLY

SAFL
INQUIRE FOR

J. D. KING & COMPANY’S FINE FOOTWEAR

The wearing of one pair will satisfy you that our goo ds ave just what they represent them to "be.

WE DONT SAY THE
DENSHORE

is as good as any other machine, AT
We have never claimed that for it, ****“****
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WE DO SAY IT IS A GREAT DEAL BETTER THAN
ANY OTHER TYPE WRITIN G MACHINE IN EX-
ISTENGE R R

——

We will send you a catalogue and talk to you about it if_you will drop us a card with your address, and if’
you want anything else in office supplies we will do'them at bed-rock.

YOURS FOR BUSINES,
Wholesalc & Retail

=% The Ferguson Co., Lnd. g

W.T.



"

i .-1
NI reans Ty senen e ia R As

pe SN o D
g RN LG ITaTepEy 1)

asiBsie

Lib.A oy h NSTIQU IS RIVER, LOORSNG TEn ARES Tuirshen Bay. LLEVATO ORT ¥ 1, CaratiTy 204,000 nuriiaLy. Gt 58 ATHABASCAS PORT ARTIIUI
P3P X o A &
A A R, FORT ARTHUL, caranmy 2400 TN
Lt ot v Tigt . . (EE 2 119119



L .
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INTRODUCTION.

—

IE TOURIST and other pleasure scekers
Lave had flowds of literature written for
them regarding what may be  terneed
Western Canada, or that portivn of the
British Empire stretching  from  Lake
Superior on the east, to the Pacitic shures
on the west; and the settler in search of a Western
home has been deluged with injormation regarding
the rich farming lands of Manitoba and the Northwest,
and the valuable mining tields, fisheries and other
attractions of British Columbia.  On the other haud the
class of mformation, of greater value tu the commercial
public of the East and Iurope, relating tu this vast
streteh of country with its varicd resourc:s has been
but slenderly supplied, given forth in detached frag-
ments about special localities in journalistic cftorts, the
bulk of it L:eing contained in the regular weekly issaes
of this journal, and thercforc only known to regular
readers of Tur Comumercial, and other periodicals
which have supplied it piccemeal, so to speak.

In this Panoramic Number it is the intention, by
condensed sketches and illustrations, to convey to the
reader some idea of the commereial prospects, progress
and possibilities of this great country, and at the same
time to give quite ashare of attention to the all-
important matters of agriculturai progress and advan-

tages, while not failing to convey to the lovers of

nature a glimpse of the grandest and moust varied
collection of scenery to be found in any country
on this globe.

As stated the sketelies will be condensed  and
neeessarily coneise in their deseriptive parts, but it is
hoped that a pretty clear idea of the whole country
will be given to the reader, who will carefully poruse
the work and if it falls short of dving what it was
mtended to do it is because of the magnitude of the
undertaking. )

"This publication is probably the most comprehensive
and extensive ever undertaken in one issuc of a Can-
adian journal and all the publishers (lcsir(.: is that t.hc
travelling business man with-a copy in his possession
will have a kind of dircetory which will post him in a
short and easy way on what he wishes to know about
this great land of Western Canada.

THE GATEWAY.

T has been stated that where Nature stores her
greatest treasures, shie invariably surreunds them
with a furbidding frown, and the coast arvund the
North-western shores of Lake Superior certainly

corroburate this statement.  Frowning 1ochs piled up
in chavtic cunfusivn, depusitury on tup at one place,
and granitic in another, all frowning dewn upon the
deep blue father of inland waters, Lake Saperior, and
presenting in their foomation a tangle, which would
craze the student of geology in his attempts tu disscet
and unravel, Such are the frowning sentinels which
nature has placed along this cvast to guard the 1ich
mineral and timber resources stretehing away wust-
ward to the praivie-land margin and the rich agri-
cultural lands stretehing thence tuv the Lreast of the
Rocky Mountains.

To get fairly started on our panuvramic course it is
necessary to find an cntrance through the rocky bar-
riers above deseribed and the places of entrance ire
few, and distant from cach other. The one destined
by nature to be the main gateway is unquestionably by
Thunder Bay and the cstuary of the Kaministiqaia
River. Leaving the outer waters of Lake Supcrior
and rounding the great Thunder Cape, whiclh rises
abruptly from the water to a height of some eight hun-
dred fect, we enter Thunder Bay and here find oarselves
in a wide, partially sheltered roadstead, which has
formed :. cemporary refuge for many a lake craft dur
ing time of storm. Islands lying off from ten to twelve
miles from the mainland form the bLreakwater of this
roadstead, and away inside of these can be seen the line
of an artificial breakwater, inside of which is the har-
bur of Port Arthur, and the main and only navigable
outlet of the Kaministiquia River. This harbor affords
anchorage roum for an unlimited fleet of vesscls, where
thicy can lay in smouth water during the wildest storms,
and the line of wharves alung the river shore give
ample accomodation for the unloading and loading of
vessels of heavy as well as light tonnage. The artificial
breakwater has completed one of the finest harbors to
be found on the great chain of American lakes, while
the dredging of the Kaministiquia, accomplished a few
years, has furnished several miles of a navigable strewm
where vessels of heavy draught can ply thus com-
pleting the course of lake navigation to the town of
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FFort William several miles up stream, while for over a
dozen miles further westward the river i3 navigable
for craft of light draught.,  lere then we enter the
gateway, through which must pass for all time to come
the teaflic between the great prairie land westward and
the densely populated centres of the last and Furope.
What a busy channel of traflic it must in time become,
is probably comprchended by only a few aud that few
only those who have eudeavored to estimate the untold
resonrees of the great Northwest  yet to be developea
and made available for mankind, We have entered
the wateway and our first landing is in the live town
of Port Arthuv.

THE TOWN OF PORT ARTHUR.

EIFORE the visitor has spent forty-cight hours
«in Port Arthur he is in love with it as a
summer resort.  The view from the place
weross  the expansive bay to the great
Thunder Cape, and the peep through the navrow
blue channels into the vast lake beyond is enchant-
ing, while the gently rising site of the town and its
surroundings, furnishing terrace after terrace from
which the fine view of the Bay and Lake can be had,
all combine to make it a place where the pleasure
secker would delight to i zer, especially the pleasure
At health sceker who is in scarch of a midsunmmer
rasort where a cool lake breeze steals, inland at night
and makes sleep calm, refreshing and delightful.  All
these attractions are to be found at Port Arthur, but
the visitor of a practical turn of mind will soon pass
these over and become absorbed in the study of the
natural resources of the surrounding country and the
great commereial prospects -and possibilities of this
gateway point.

Although for nearly forty years there were a few
adventurous spirits located on or near the present site
of Port Arvthur it was not until after 1870 that the
place began to take shape as a point of permanent
scrtlement,  Before that time the village of Ifort
William, now West Iort William, was the central point
for the surrounding country. Over one hundred and
twenty years before, the old Northwest IFur Company,
the rival of the Hudson’s Bay Company, had a post
there, and before their day  tius was the point from
which the voyageurs started on their western trips
of exploration.  After the union of the udson’s Bay
Company and the Northwest Company, the amalga-
mated corporation retained their post there, and it still
held its position as the main post cast of Fort Garry
on the Red River. :

In 1870 Sir Garnet Wolseley and his forces for the
quelling of the first Riel rebellion at Fort Garry landed
at what is now Port Arthur and the gallant general
asked the residénts that the place be called Prince

Arthur’s Landing, & naunie which adhered to the place

until 1883, when the C.P.R. line thence to Winnipeg
was nearing completion, when the name was changed
to Port Arthur by the Railway Company and put into
their time tables under that name. [From that date
commencel the rapid growth of the place until in five
years it had reached a population of considerably over
three thousand and became recognized as a prominent
Lake Superior port.

At the present time Port Arthur possesses a number
of finc business buildings much more substantial and

imposing in appearance than can he found in the
average western town of similar size and some of the
mercantile houses carry stocks and do a voluie of
business not to be underrated when compared with
those of towns of twenty thousand population. Thercarve
aftogethier onc hundred and twenty-four business
institutions in the place, most of them purely
mercantile, while the real estate interests ingluding
brokerage of mining property are represented by only
two houses, a fact which clearly indicates that DPort
Arthur is no boom town where real estate speculators
control everything which oflers a profitable opening,
The hotels 100, arc among the largest and finest to be
fcund Letween Toronto and Winnipeg. The Northern
Hotel for ‘instance, on the Lake front, with its accom-
modation for over one hundred and fifty guests, with all
modern conveniences and comforts ard its  beautiful
and unobstructed view of the wide bay and lake
beyond, is an institution one would never expect to
meet with in a town such as Port Avthur, or in fict in
any town of less than 20,000 population. A terrace
higher so to speak and with the sime unobstructed
lake view is the Algoma llousc vith its beautifully
wooded park adjoining, accommodation for abowt
seventy-five guests  and every convenienee and
comfort of the medium hotel, furnishing a lovely
temporgry home for the pleasure or health seeker
Several other well conducted huouses are to be found of
smaller dimensions, among the number the Albion
Hotel and the Bodega Hotel and Restaurant.  There is
in Port Arthur accommodation of a good class for
nearly one thousand visitors, without ealling upun thw
aid of the private boarding-house keeper.  Such  «
state of alfairs is altogether ont of keeping with o
place ot under 4,000 population, but these advantages
should contribute to snake Port Avthur what it ouglu
to be, onc of the most popular pleasure resorts on the
northern portion of this continent.  Suech js the first
view of the business appearance of Port Arvthur that
mects the eye of the visitor after he lands there. But
a closer scrutiny is necessary in our panoramic work
and we shall refer to industrial and business affrivs
generally in detail.

THE FISHING INDUNTRY.

An  industry which goes on silently  amd with
very little show of activity is the fishing business,
and yet it is quite a’valuable one to the town of
Port Arthur. The business is now thoronghly
organized and carried on by two companiecs, one ol
which gathered in and sent to market in 1893 over
three quarters of o million pounds of white fis! trout,
sturgeon, pickerel and other tish. The second Lo wipany
is fairly organized and at work this year, although last
year their operations were light,  IIowever the two
contpanies shipped in 1893 fish 1o the value of cluse
upon $100,000 and these shipments found a market
practically from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast. As
a steady-going industry, fishing is a valuable one, as it
is yicldinglresults all the year round, the close season for
onc kind of fish leaving the open time for others, and 1he
number of men employed varies but little, the riuge
being from one hundred to one hundred and twenty.

THE CLEANING ELEVATOR,
One of the illustrations in this number shows the
clevator of Messrs, Marks, King & Co., at first inter ded
fora storage elevater with a capacity of 250,000 bushcls.
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The present owners have turned it into a cleaning
clevator, where the wet, smutty and otherwise (l.umwul
cars of wheat are sent for treatment before huno'
marketed. ‘The institution has been fitted with the
most modern machinery, is well equipped in every ve-
speet and is managed by Mr. King, one of the proprie-
tors, who is a thoroughly peactical grain man. ‘The
wonders which can be performed with damaged wheat
in this elevator have to Le seen to be believed.,  Cars
of grain dirty, smutty and in bad condition generally,
are cleansed from their impurities, and shipped out
again to take their plice amoug the higher grades of
fine milling wheat.

FORT WILLIAM,

BOUT three miles west of the present town of

Fort William, at the place now known as

West Fort Williaun, lies the site where nearly

two hundred years ago stood the trading post of the old
North-West Fur Comp.my which for many years con-
tended with the Iludsow’s Bay Company for the right of
fur-trading with the Indians west of Lake Supenor-
and many were the squabbles, quarrels and cven
bloody animosities between the agents of these rival
corporations, the whole culminating i the shooting of'
Hudson's Bay Governor Semple, and the sacking of
I'ort Douglas on the Red River by the North-

westerners in 1816.  PPive years later the two
rival companics .lm.llglnmtcd and  formed an
unassailable  monopoly in  conncction with the

far trade from Lake Saperior to the Rocky Moun-
wins in British terrvitory, and as far north as the
Hudson's Bay. Tort William then hemme the castern
gateway ot this amalgamated company’s operatiouns,
while York Factory on the IHudson’s Bay beeame the
Northern gateway, and thus matters practically re-
mained until Canada acquired the Northwest in 1869.

It was not until about cight yecars ago, when the
%acific Railway fixed theiv torminal pomt and located
their shops, roundhouse and such like where they now
are, that the present town of Fort William began to
take shape, and its growth since then has been some-
thing phenomenal. 'I‘Odw Fort William has over
mhty places of business of every dcscrlpmon and a
population of over three thousand, which is steadily and
rapidly increasing.

Although IFort William has a scattered appearance,
the town extending over a large avea, the solidity of
many of the bull(lm«rs and other things in view indicate
that the settlers in the new portion of the town came
there with ideas of permanent settlement. Therve is a
decided scarcity of the slim shack, improvised as a
store or other place of business, which is so character-
istic of the voung western town, and the appearance of
permaneney prevails everywhere.

The most remarkable institutions for appearance in
Fort William are the three huge clevators of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Co., whlch as a distanee look like
Igyptian P\'ramlds rising from the river bank. The
illustrations on another page show clearly these great
grain reeeptacles, where annually the bulk of the gmin
shipped from the rich praivie land in winter is stored,
awaiting the opening of spring a.d lake navigation
and the means of cheap tr:msportauon to the Atlantic
and the towns of the castern provinees. The thrce
clevators are distinguished as A, B and C, and have
combined storage mpacltv of about four and a- Imlt
millions of bushels.

Fort William scems destined to become a city of
large dimensions, in fact in time Port Avthur and Fort
William will extend and meet each other.  Alveady a
well managed eleetrie street carv service furnishes half’
hourly trips from Port Ardine and West Fort William,
and other links binding the two together are eertain to
he formed as time goes on. At present there is that
rivalry peculiar to contendiag towns 1y ing heside each
other, and it has been freguently carried to an un-
warrantable length,  The da, is not far distant, when
these two communities will discover that theirv intevests
on all main points ave identical, and that theiv course
lies in working in unity for the development of the rich
country surrounding.

In this work the eyes of the reader will, as a rule,
be kept looking westward, but from the two towns on
the western Inke margin o look eastward is interesting.
This Thunder Bay mnst remain for all time to come
the lake outlet for the products of the great praitie
land beyond.  Mlready about 15,000,000 bushels of
grain from that country pass annually out through
this gateway, and it will be astonishing how soon that
aggregate will inerease to once hundred millivns, A
look eust\\‘:ml is necessary, to see how this great
product ean be cheaply carried to the Atlantic. The
present canal and other water tacilitics arce altogether
inadequate, and thedeepening and otherwisc improving
canals and other watcrways, must be a favorite project
of all interested in the progress of the coming cities of
Thunder Bay. A canal system, which would allow
vessels of twenty fect draft of water to pass through, is
what not only Thunder Bay people, but the people of
the vast prairic land want above all others improve-
ments.  Vessels which could load here for Europe,
would cheapen transport ation to such an extent, as to
greatly stimulate grain production in the prairie north-
wcst and outside of‘ the development of loeal resources,
the progress of the prairvies of the west will add most
to the prosperity of Fort William.

MINING AFFAIRS.

URING the past ten years the mining industry has
done much towards the prosperity of It. Arthur,
I°t. William and surrounding country, and it is
to be regretted that the present unsettled state of the
silver market has ecaused a temporary cessation of mining
operations in this region. It has been demonstrated
beyond a doubt, that in this locality can be found a
number of the richest mineral seams in Ameriea and
all have the advantage of being casy of access, the
altitudes being all Iccs than 1,000 feet above sea level.
Mining :m(l prospeeting lms no recent date for its
origin in the Thunder Bay region, as will be scen from
the following cxtracts from a special number of The
Colonist, published in May, 1889, and.headed :

MINING HISTORY.
FIRST PERIOD.

There are evidences of mining uvperatiuns by the ancients at
dlﬁ(.l(,llh places, where varivus crnde impiements, stor.o hammers,
. havi been found together with positive proofs of work done.
\lthou"h it i3 known \\hen the first free gold dizcovery was made
by a white man, yet it is difficult to find the cxact date when
silver was first discovered on the north shore of Lake Superior.

In 1815 some mining was done by Colonel Prince on Spar Island
and on Prince’s Bay louxt,wn onthe m'unl'unl insearch of copper,
but it resulted in discovering in the vein grey copper ore carrying
a high percentage of silver. "In 1816 the “Montreal Mining Com-
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pany employed Professor Sheppard and a large party of men to
explore and locate lands along the north shore, and they loeated
during that year 87 blocks or aining land on the mainland, and
somo i’landsin front of them, neir by, but did nomining work on
thom at that tima. ‘Theso grants were two miles wido and.ran
back from the coast five miles, and contained ten square miles
each. But for the noxt sixteon years little was done boyond a few
spasmodic oxploring efforts and testing some of the Thunder Bay
silver properties in 18156-6-7.

The district's mining history is divided into threo periods,
soparated by intervals of idleneas—the first period of work begin-
ning with 1816, the second in 1833 and the third in 1882, “At.
tention was finst direeted to tho region by the copper finds on the
gouth shoro of Lake Superior, and by Sir Wi, Logan’ssuggestion of
similar riches on the Canadian side, and tho %ovornment accord-
ingly sent Mr. Logan in 1816 to investigate tho Canadian shores
of Lake Superior, and during this inspection some silver veins
woro found, sumo having rich pockets of ore.

SECOND PERIOD,

‘This oponed a much more active stage, oapecially in the silver
district about Thunder Bay, and thediscovery in 1868 of haatite
and magnetie iron ores at varions places from Port Arthur cast-
wards aTnng tho Lake shore gave evidenco of the possihle future
in this lino. In May, 183, Puter and Donald McKellar, of Fort
\alliam, discovored the Biack Bay lode un location 6, afterwards
known as the Enterprise Mine, now in McTavish towns<hip, which
carries somo gold aud a little silver, besides other minerals. Some
othor gzalona fodes were also found here including the Cariboo and
Arctic, some testing work being done at tho second in 1872 and at
tho last in 1834, In most of the early discoveries of the McKellar
brothers was assaciated Mr. John McIntyre, then chief factor of
the Hudson's Bay Company for the Fort William district. But
the second great period of mining for precious metals in the region
roally began with the di<covery in September, 1816, of native
silver and of silver glance (argentite) in the ‘Thunder Bay mino,
by Peter McKollar. ™ In May, 1837 Goorgo A. MeVicar of Port
Arthur fonnd silver in the Shuniah or Duncan vein. The Wall-
bridgo and lot 11 veins were located in 1863, and the former had
a shaft sunk, but they also seem to have been considered as copper
and galena benrerssimply, and galena was also fonnd at MeKallar's
Harluir. an %) fuot shaft being sunk in IR7R,

In 1838 the Montreal Miniug Company <ent out Thos, MeFar-
Iane and a small party «f wen to examine and report npon their
lands, and that spring he found silver on Jarvis Island, jartof the
company’s property. A month or twe later in the «@me year
waa discoveraid the now famous Silver Islet Mine, on another i<land
ovwned by the same company, the diwenerer being a Mr. Morgan,
one of Mr. MacFarlane's men.  This islet wns but a small wave
washed rock about 75 feet hing and 15 feet wule in the broadest
place, and was only eight feet above Lake S pwerior, lyving half a
mile from the shore therveof, yet during its 16 years' suceessful
working it produesd in quantity tho hand=omest native silver and
richest sifver ore the world has< ever <een, and greater value in
ballion from tho amount of veinstone broken than any known
silver mine. .

In the spring of 1859, McKellar’s Island mine was found by
John and Donald McKellar and in this year also Thompson’s
Island was located by Mr. MacFarlane for the Montreal Mining
Company. Then came the discovery in 1870 of the Silver Harbor
or Beck mine by Ambrose Cyrette and * Little * Campbell,
two well knowe explorers of this section, and in the wititer of that
year miners from that mine found the 8 A mine. In 1872 two
Cornish miners found the Cornish mine.  These discoverics were
followed by the McKellar brothers finding silver at McKellar’s
Point and at 8 B on the main shore, on tho same diorite dyke as
Silver Islet. Discoveries of silver were also made on Victoria and
Pie Islands, the latter lying at the entrance to Thunder Bay and
on the main shore on location 51 B near Big Trout bay and near
the international boundary. Some testing work was done on them,
notably at Pie, Jarvis, Thompson’s, McKellar's and Mink islands, at
Stewart'slocation nnd Sturgeon Bay, ete. Silver was foundalsoin the
Weesan vein on the propertios comprising L T to 6 I’ inclusive,
andon 26 1, 27 T and 28 T on Little Gull Lake, and on several
of the locations on the southern shore of Arrow Lake at its weat-
ern end. These last were made by Americans named Kindred and
General Baker. With these discoveries wero others on lands now
in the townships of MeIntyre, McGregor, McTavish, Neebing and
Paipoonge. Of theso there were the Trowbridge location, which
adjoins the Dancan mine in McIntyre township, the Wallbridge
mine, the Parasseux vein near.the Parasseux rapids of the Kam-
inistiyuia river, and the Slate river location on lots 1 and 2 in the
first concession of Paipoonge. To these add the properties known
as F 16 and Y 1, southwest of Paipoonge township, with a few
locations north of McIntyre, and the Algoma mine on locations 21

to 256 in_ tho fourth concession of Neebing township. Silver
was alzo discovered on Lambert island, in Thunder Bay, and on
various locations on the shore of that bay, east of Port Arthur.
Kurther cast near Little Pic river silver was found on several
loeations by Ambrose Cyrette on C 45, on V49, V 50and V 61, by
W, Pritchard, Donald McKellar and JJ. McLaurin, .all of Fort
William, and on location 1, between C 16 and V 49 and also at
tho Ecrire mine, ahout three miles west of Black river. During
thess discoveries sitver was also found in places within tho present
town limits of Port Arthar, at the Singleton mine and in its very
streots, for o tea chest full of very rich ore containing native
ailver was taken from a very small vein orsenma fow inches wido
that crossed Wator streot inn front of tho store of Messra, Thomas
Marks & Co.

i THIRD OR PRESENT PERIOD,

During the whole of tho timo past mentioned operations on a
largo seale wero going on at Silver Islet inine, keoping alivo silver
mining in tho district until freth intorest and increasod work were
caused by the working of the Huronian gold mine and the discovery
nnd working of Rabbit Mountain silvor mine in 1882 and several
other important mining discoveries were mado creating greatly
renewed mterost and confidonce in the permanent value of the
mineral rosourcos of tho country. This was increased” by the
opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway from ocean to ocegn
through the Thander Bay district in 1883-85. This led to th
more extended working of the Hurouian mine and to partial de
velopment of the Highland, Tip Top, Kam Kam, and somo othe:
gold locations, )

After the Rabbic Mountain discovery came in rapid succesin
Rabbit Mountain Junior, Silver Creek, I'win City or Porenpim
and tho Beaver silver minoa—all discovered in 1888 by Capt
Daniel McPheo and Oliver Dounais, and all within a radius of
four miles. After these camo the finding of the argontiferous
veins on mining loeations R 48, 140 T, 1481 and 144, ~ The next
important discovery of silver ore wa3 in 1831 on the east aud
wost ends of Silver Mountain, thei properties being pointed ont
to Oliver Dounaia by Weeaun (Lonis Bowachanini), the same
Indian who directed him to the Rabbit Mountain vein. Soon after
this, in 1881 and 1885, followed rapid discoveries of argentiferous
voins on the locations known a3 silvor bluff (R 61), Silver Hill
(R 70), Crown Point (R 95), Silver Falls (R 110), Palisades (R 07
and R 98, Sunset Lake (R 80 and 81) and also on R 60, R 44 R
79. R, R taand 174 T, To thew add the Balger, Caritw
Big Bear, Elgin, West Beaver, Silver Vicwmia, Silver Wolverie .
Silver Fux and «wveral othera.

THUNDER B\Y DISTRICT MINING.

Like all other regions dependent largely upom
silver production, the Thunder Bay district is fuel.
ing the pressure of the presert uanprecedented
depression in the silver market, while the shy-
ness of capital, and want of confidence in the great
money centres of the woild, no doubt adds to
the undesirable state now existing, Of the dozen or so
of silver mines, which three or four years ago were in
full blast of production, and giving employment to
hundreds of men, only two or three are doing anything
at present.  That this state of affairs can be permancat,
no one possessed of any knowledge of mining will
aamit, Vein after vein of rich silverore are only lying
waiting for a more favorable turn in the affairs of silver,
and a little ' more freedom to investment of capital, to
bring the district back to real activity, and start nining
agoing again, not as a basis of hazy spegulation, but as
a live industry, which will give good remuneration for
labor, and liberal returns on capital invested. To the
mines which have been profitably worked in the past,
quite a number of rich fresh discoveries have heen
made of late, so that once the present depression is
over, silver production is likely to start out on a period
of rushing activity, such as has not been heretofore
experienced in the Thunder Bay region cven in its
livelist days.

But the mineral wealth of the Thunder Bay region is
not dependant upon silver production alone. The
country west of the Bay has been swarming with
explorers of late, and a umber of rich gold ore finds

"
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Agoncies at ati Foreign Cannection:
Principal Points in Manitoba, Northwost DREWRY BREWING & BOTTLING COMPANY,
Territories & British Columbia. ) St. Paul, Minn.

REDWOOD BREWERY AND MALTING BUILDINGS, 1894,

Medals and Diplomas for Excellenes at following Fxhibitions: Manitoba Provineinl, Winnipez Industrial, Toronto, Ottawa. St. Johns
World's Fair. Chicaga.  Gools recammendel generally by Physicians throigh Manitoba, N.WUP and British Columbia.

OUUR FACILITIES ARE PERPFECT FOR TURNING
OoUR 'CHE FRINEST GRADIES OF

ALE, PORTER ¢« LAGER,

FINE FLAVORED ENGLISH HOPPED ALES. PALE BRAND LIGHT LAQER.

EXTRA PORTER, Guarantced Uniform Strength PREMIUM LAGER, STANDARD.
and quality,

—— O

ALL GOODS IN WOOD OR GLASS.
MAIN STREET NORTH, - - <« -« WINNIPEG, MAN.



Agencios at all . ’ Forolgn Oonnoctlon.
Principal Points in Manitoba, Northwest THE DREWRY MINERAL WATER OOMPANY.
Territories and British Columbia. St Pautl, Minn, USA

UR LEADING LINES.

'VGIN GER ALE Belfast GIN G-ER ALE Aroma,tle
CLUB SODA, nghly Garbona,ted Sy

LEMON SODA. CREAM SODA. SARSAPRILLA

ORANGE PHOSPEATE CHAMPAGNE CIDEF

A PLEASANT TONIC. PARTICULARLY FiNE FLAVOR

WE FEEL CONFIDENT the qaality of these goods will.be fond sach a3 to bring them quiufdjixito,pubiié'fa\'or;

Neither trouble nor expense have bzon-spared in fitting upthe works. The machinery is-the finest bails, is silver lined through-

out, and covers the very latest improved systom of botbluw carbonated.gooda. It is not-our intention to place-upon the mmhr
any-cheap lines, as we consider the quality of an article, in sx{dx eneral-use, and lar"alx'sa amoig-children, should ba.of. ﬁl\t import-
ance and price veally a secondary consideration. , ’ .

Families can order these goods from their grocer or direct from the . factory—Telophone, 20.Jack.  Ppt up in cases of two dozen
butties, I desired will furnish assorted cases, consisting of any four different brands.

Ask for the GOLDEN- KEY BRAND Aerated Waters, and see that the design of  golden key is on overy bottle. This
dosign 13 our trade mark and 19 protected by registration in the Dapartment of. Agric tlture, Ottaira,

NO RUBBER or auy like material ie nsed.in <t ppering oar bastles.  Content= eome in eantact with nothing bat the FINENT
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have been made. Prominent among these is the
Iuronian lode, where a practical test of milling six
hundred tons has been made, showing a minimum
yield of seven and a half dollars, and & maximum of
over ten dollars a ton.  The lode is practically inex-
haustible, and the great bulk of the ore is free milling,
and consequently capable of being developed at very
moderate vost, Taking these conditions into consider-
ation, this mine is one of the most valuable on the
continens, and onc which should attract the attention of
capitalists. Numerous other gold finds have leen
reported of late, some of which will doubtless prove
valuable ones.

Efforts to locate the area.in which the greatest mining
wealth of the region, can be.found, go to show, that
stretching northwest, west, and particularly southwest
from Thunder Bay for about one hundred miles,
embraces an arvea which has seldom been equalled by
any country fur mineral wealth., At the distance
named in a southwesterly direction, the great Atikokan
range is reached, and here lies a mine of valuable iron
ore, such as cannot be excelled on this continent, and
possibly-in the whole world.

The Atikokan range has a practically inexhaustible
supply of rich magnetic iron ore, which shows but
light traces of sulphur, scarcely any trace of phosphorus,
and not a trace of titanium.  Iron manufacturers in
Chicago and elsewhere have tested this Atikokan ore,
and pronounce it & fine smelting ore, of a grade higher
than any yes worked on the Lake Shores, and its
development on a large scale is dependant entirely
upon railway communication. A line of fifty miles in
length either froi_the C.P.R. main line, running: south,
or one of the saé length from the Port, Arthur, Duluth
and Western, running to the north, would open up this
valuable -iron range, and farnish a routc to quite a
number of the new gold veins recently discovered.
That this road will.be built at an carly date is certain,
and only the depressed and uncertain state of monetary
affairs prevents the work of construction from going on
this present season. Anyhow, the months will not be
many, until mining affairs in the ‘Thunder Bay district
will be active and rushing once more.

WESTWARD HO !

EAVING Port Arthur and Fort William on
the westward journey, the traveller soon loses
sight of Lake Superior and as the loccmotive
snorts up the valley of the Kaministiquia, the

traveller views. a succession of beautiful woodland
scenery, with just enough hill and valley to take away
every thought of monotony. Through brush and tim-
ber over gorge and along hillside tae line of the
Canadian Pacific Railway makes its tortuous winding
way, leaving the-traveller buried at one moment in a
wocded: gorge, then rushing out suddenly into a broad
expansive valley, wherea view of the winding river is
had. Atsomepoints you see the broad placid pool, then at
others the boiling rapid or roaring cataract. The falls
of Kakabeka are passed, onc of the most beautiful
cataracts of the wesr, where the poet or lover of un-
tutored nature could linger forever over thescene. Quite
extensive patches: of cultivated lands are to be seenin
the valley also, and there are thousands of acres of
good Jands there which will yet be brought under the
care of the agriculturalist. Such is the succession of
cver.changing views to be met going westward. up

this beautiful valley. But thereis more than rustic
beauty in the surroundings for the rocks areund ave
rich in dcudectic veins of valuable mineral ore which
will yet contribute to the wealth of Canada, while away
to the south and north of the railway line are millions of
acres of pine and spruce timber as yet comparatively
untouched by the axe of the woodsman.

The Kamanistiquia Valley is passed through in less
than two” hours, the last bridge over the same is ¢ross-
ed, then the Mattawan is crossed and the last patches
of cultivated land are lost to view and the traveller
finds himself in that vast stretch of roughand irregular
country which stretches from the Lake Superior slope
to the cdge of the Red River Valley on the westward,

Although this vast stretch is comparatively valueless
for agricultural purposes the resources of the country
are valuable nevertheless. This is the great timber
region from which the treeless prairie land of the west
must draw 3 lumber supplies for generations to come,
and already the lumberman has cut swarth after swarth
in the places near to the railway line, while the great
forests beyond are comparatively untouched. The
rocks too are mineral bearing, and the mining prospector
has located many a claim between the Kaministiquia
and the Lake of the Wouds,

The appearance of the country is rough and the
geological formation, or rather the utter absence of
any order in formation, speaks of an age of voleanic
anarchy whnich has left the tantalising. geological chnos
of to-day.

Although rough in surface the country as you travel
westward furnishes a panorama of rock, lake, stream
and wood,:that is ever changing and yet ever beautiful.
Some of the lakescencry is-enchanting. Hay Lake,
Eagle Lake, Vermillion Lake and Hawk Lake all have
fairy-like scenery and after over two hundred miles
of such travel the Lake of the Woods, the Queen of
American Lakes, with its thousands of islands is reaeh-
ed, and herc the traveller had Dletter rest for a few
days at the thriving town of Rat Portage or the busy
village of Kcewatin.

THE LAKE OF THE WOODS.

T is simply impossible to give in print anything like
a clear idea of the nataral beauty of this lake and
its islands, bays and channels, and the engravings
illustrating this work show only a few among thousands
of views equally and even more attractive in beauty.
Why pleasure seckers do not swarm here in thousands
during the summer season, instead of to resorts where
the hotel bill of fare is the main attraction, is a matter
hard to understand. Bat then there is no accounting
for taste, even in sclecting a place of resort for the
sumner months. )

Here the traveller will met with the Indian in his
native wilds, and those he will meet will be the
descendants of the once tierce Chippewas or Ojibewas,
as their nationality is sometimes termed.

Strange to say, these poor aborigines are less con-
taminated with the vices of the white.races than any
other tribe of Indians which have been brought so much
into contact with the whites. Anothernotablefeature is,
that there are fewer of them who can be clainied as
converts to the Christian faith. They have but u
limited knowledge of religion of any kind, but what
they have is unquestionably Pagan. They have their
‘Manitou, the great good spirit, and their Mache
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Manitou, the greas evil spirit, and while they have no
form of regular worship of the former, they stiil vetain
their superstitious dread of the evil work and influences
of the lutter. In their own line of life they display
considerable industry, but in the pursuits of the white
man, like all uther Indians east of the Rocky mountains,
they are indolent, shiftless, and to a great extent help-
less. 'They are all wards of the Dominion Government
and reccive regular bounty in money and provisions
through the Indian Department.

Althongh the war dance and other pageants of the
barbarous days are discatded, it is astunishing how
these people cling-to some of the forms and ceremonies
handed down from their forefathers.

Quite & number of the social rights and cerecmonies
are observed about the time of treaty payment, when a
large gathering can be secured. Religious riglits or
ceremonies of 1 pagan nature are not to be seen, and
indeed it is difticult to discover any form of religion
amongst them, or anything more than their hazy
superstition about their good and evil Deity. Quite a
number nominally profess the Christian faith, but- none
have as yet proved enthusiasts. Awmong those who
have adopted the names of white people, it is noticéable
that the Scripture names such as John, James, David,
and so forth are the favorite cognomens.

The best course to follow in furnishing an idea of the
sccnic beauty of the Lake of the Woods, and at the sanie
time of the legendary lore of the Indians around, is to
quote the following article written last fall for a special
number of The Colonist by the writer. In that
journal it appedred under the heading of

ANOTHER ROUTP.

It was from Keewatin wo started, although Rat Portage could
sotve equally well as a starting point., The little tag ** Cruiser™
conveyed our small party ; and after clearing the narrows at the
entrance to Keowatin Bay, woshot away in a southerly diréction,
whilo a stiff westerly breeze lashed the white capped, short and
choppy swell against the broadside of our little cratt, causing her
to heel over aud pitch a little, biut only enough to give a veally
enjoyable motion. We had selected the most boisterous day for
weeks for our trip. One of thowe days made up of bright hights
aud severe shiades with -somewhat of a chill in the breeze when
clouds hid the sun, bat comfortable in temperature when the

t orb again shone clearly.

_ W had not crossed the channel lying between the long neck of
mainland on which Rat Portage, Norman and Keewatin are
located, and the maze of islands to the south, befors a squall with
a shower of rain struck us and fer a few minutes made us tighten
our wraps around our forms. Bat it was of short duration and
the sun soon dissipated all discomfort with his returning rays.

As already stated our course was southerly at first, but once
this channel was crossed to give in detail the courses steered in
our tortuous windings amid this archipelago would be a matter
impossible.  Once entered this maze of islands is alinost as be-
wildering as it is beautiful. Around you can see islands large
‘enough to be mistaken for portions of the mainland, others with
an area of a score of acres or less, and some mere dots on the sur-
face of the water: then some are covered with tall spruce, birch
and white cedar with dense brash hanging down into the waters
of the lake, others have been swept in past years by forest fires,
and the tall trunks of former giant trees, black and charred in
some instances, and bleached pale by exposure to storm in others,
with the deep green undergrowth of brush around their bases,
gave such islands a curious and somewhat weird appearance.
Among the smaller islands were some which rose abraptly from
tho lake, the timber upon them being tall and verdant, givinﬁ
themn the appearance of & huge pile of some green matter.  Loo
in any direction and islands met your view, all differing in the
details of their outline, and yet all blending into one expansive
view, as unique as it is beautitul, asenchanting as it is grand.

Wo have heard of fairyland in our childhood, the dream of the
morning of life and here in the afternoon of lifo thé reality is be-
fore us. It only requires the fairy queen wand in hand and her
light-footed following to. uppear and we havein reality scenes as
‘hazily beautiful as we ever feasted our eyes upon-in the trans-

-

" yot we wereonly a half dozen miles or so,

formation scenes of the pantomime of our childhood. We could
wish wo were children once more, that our impressions from the
sopne might be ns pure as they then were. :

’l‘hmu;ﬁn this cluster of islands we stenmed for the greator part of
an hour, tarning points, and in and ont of narrow cﬁumwli in the
mast tortious manner, sometimes a wido bay would bo opened up,
where a two milestreteh across unbrokent water met the view, then
a sadden tarn to right or left would shoot us into some narrow
sound between two islands whose abrypt banks crowned by lofty
spruce and other trees made our water channel dark and shadowy.
Following this tortuous course we at longth enteved the Na-
Mangoos-a-cawaing, or, a3 it is ealled in English, I'rout Sound.
Hore we passed throngh a loug, narrow aud svmewhat winding
channel, with unusually high land on eitherzide surmoanted by
tall treos and with dense n brash down to tho water’s edgo
in many places. About tho middle of the course through this
sound, the limited view shaded as wo were from the sun's rays,
was sombre, yet beautiful, while the feeling of isolation or loneli-
ness would soon prove oppressive, had we to linger there, so
thoroughly shut ont did we seem from overything of life. And
by the crow’s course
from the busy town of Rat Portage, and -the great Canadian
Rajlway which links the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. )

Travellers differ widely in the impretsions made upon them by
scenery of different kinds., There are some sordid people, whn
could gaze on the great Ningara, and have in theirnindsonly
calculations as to how many turbine wheéls, and how many horse:
power conld be harnowed down to indastrinl work by the waters
of the great cataract. Others again can view such scenes only
with romantic_spectacles and seo only inspiration for the poet. or
the painter. Bat it would be difficult to find man or women s
sorded dnd practical as to view Lake of the Woods scenery and
think only of how many millions of feet of lumber could be sawn
out of its forest cov islands, or how .nuch precious metal
could be crushod out of its gold-bearing rocks. “These are caleu-
ations not to be cverlooked centirely, but tv almestany mind they
must be matters for secondary consideratiori, when the lairy-like
beauty of the ever changing scenery i3 viewed.

Some minds cannot view beautiful ‘sconery such a3 this lake
presents without hunting for historic associations, or, if the re
liable chronicler hias not given anythipg to the world, 2 hunt for
legendary asociations, This weaknedn the writer must confess,
aud in looking for historic matter around the Lake of the
Woands the work is comparatively & fpuitless ono. The history
of the lake and its thousands of 1slandy is a blank until the past
quarter of & century, which furiishes some common-place events
scarcely worth recording. Even the actounts of the old voyageurs
of the cighteenth centary, so far as they ¢an bereached are only
records of the petty squabbles of rival fur traders of the. Hudson's
Bay Company and the Northwest Fur Company, before the in-
terests of these two great pioneer corporations were united in 1826,

Even the Indians on the'lake seem to have but few of the ofd
legends of their tribe to furnish to the enquirer, and this seems
strange, for the Indiais are pure decendants of the Ojibewas, as
they were at one time named, which name has been modernized
into Chippewa, to suit the tongue of the white invader.

Any person who has read backwoods Indian tales in his or her
teens, would naturally Jook for records of strife between the white
invader and the red man, or between the tribes of the latter. As
stated, even the legends of the Indians are few and not always
romantic. There are some handed down, however, and the visitor
will not.be astonished, after visiting th Na-mangoos-a-cawaing, to
know that it was the scene of one massacre of Sioux Indians by
their horeditary encemies the Chippewas,

.

AN INDIAN TALLE,
After the Chippewas had driven all opponents out of the lake

-country, and away into the yellow Jand of the western plains
they enjoyed comparative peace in this land of their adoption and
fished and hunted with impunity westward to the borders of the
prairic land, into which bands of their tribe made occasimal
forays, plundering and murdering their old enemies the Sioux and
the Sac and Fox tribes, .Seldom did the Sioux vonturo into the
lake country, as they were even .ess able to cope-with the Clippe-
was through lake and brush, “than the latter were to mevt them
openly on the plains, whero the horses of the Sioux told so uch
to their advantage.

On the town site of Kcewatin, quite close to the lumber m s of
Measrs. Dick & Banning is the site of an old Chippewa . amp,
where a powerful chief ruled over some two hundred au! filty
warriors with their squaws and papooses.

Inzawash, as the chief was named, had gone through » wya
fierce fight with the Sioux, and had brought home from his many
forays scores of scalps of his enemies.  He was advancing in . cars,
and whilo his forays into the yellow plains had been fow .f Iate
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yeirs, his hatred of the Sioux had lost none of its intensity. Ho
Yiad no sons left, for three of them hud met their death i war
with the hated enomy, and two of their sealps wero supposed to he
ornnmenting the tepees of the Sioux. He had one child, Checkn-
naguaybeck, or the Lake Lily, a daughtor. the fame of whoso
accomplishmoents had spread among all the Chippewa bunds on the
lake and evon down to the borders of tho praivieson the southwest
among warriors who had never seen her.

Indian life and Indian story have mauny points similar to white
life and white story. Maidens will fall in love and without hnv-
ing the consent of their fathers eithor,  So it was with tha Lako
Lily of the Chippswa camp.  She had seen bat little of warfure
from her childhood and'had only shaved in the rejoicing and the
xpoils, when the warriors of her tribe camo home from asuccessful
foray intn the Sioux country. Still she had the inborn admirvation
for tho during and the brave.

Koashaah ninisay, or tha Kingfishar. hal attractel her at-
tention more than any of the braves of her father’s band. for his
bound was the most agile, his arrow was the truest in aim after
the antelope, his hooks and his nets seomed to bring in more fish
than those of any other brave, and his canoo had time and again
defied the wildest storms which the Mazhe Manitou sent swoop-
ing acruss the lake. and sped its course =afely to shore, seemingly
on?y playing with the angriest waves of the storm. Natuarally
such a suitor would fare well with the lovely Indian waiden, os-
pecially when it is added that his love for the Lake Lily was as
pare a3 his heart was brave.

How Koeeshcahminisay lot his pasion be known to the maiden,

or discovored that hie was an aceepted suitor, or how he faved the .

stern old chief and asked his daaghter for a wife, the modern
version of this legend does not state.  In a modern romauce this
woitld fill up a couple of chapters, bt in thisstory, as it is handed
down, it is simply stated as a matter of fact that he went through
the ordeal but was not. altogether suczesful with the old chief.
The storn old warrior simply informed him that he should have a
chance of proving himself worthy of the maiden.

One day Tasawash calledl together and met the braves of his
tribe in council of war. He told them how his heart. though older
and beating more slowly than in the impetuous days of youth.
was a3 brave as everand as fierce against their encimies, the Sioux.
He longed to wipe oat the blood of his lost sons in a deluge of
Sioux Dlood and ho had determined once more to attack the
Sio1x in their own ycllow land. Not to make & foray with a fow
of his braves who would strike o blow in the night and harry
bazk with tho spoil ; but to go there with every braeve of his triboe
aud deal out a blow that their encmnies would long remember
and tremble when they thought over it. Some of his braves loved
peaco and did not card to go to war., They were sacure in their
present camp and that made them dislike war. Bt he asked them
to onco more for the last time follow him to the fight, he was their
chief and their medicine man also, his wisdom had kept thom
strong and free from diszase and hal done much to guarautee
them their present rest and safety.  Once more ho asked them to
trust to his wisdom on the war path and to be ready next morn-
img to start on a war expedition against the Sioux. In the clasing
of this speech he pointed to his only child on the outside of the
ring of warriors in council and said:  **Thero is my light of cye,
the centre of my heart, she shall be given as the squaw of the
brave who brings home mest Sioux scalps from this war.” It is
needloss to say that overy brave of the triba azreed to follow their
old chief once more ou the war path and that night all was bastle
and preparation for starting next moruning.

As the story goes thera was a secrot meeting of short duration
thas night batweéen Keashzahminisay aud the chief’s daughter
and the young brave avowed his determination to bring back more
Sioux sealps than any brave of the tribe or fall by the Sioux
arrow, knife or tomahawk. How he fulfilled his promiscand how
he received his reward the story faithfully tells.

By grey dawn next morning Iasawath and twelve score of his
braves manned their birch bark canoes, each warrior in his war
iaint and armed for the fray. Their course was across a portion
uf apen lake to Baffalo bay on the mainland. There they arrived
in safety and cached their canoes before camping for the night,
carefully obliterating every trail that would lead to tho hiding
place. Early next morning they were on the march westward
and at night sclected a safe camp near a small lnke.

On the morning every brave was przzled to note the troubled
look an the face of their chicf and all were astonished to learn
that ho proposed an immediate return to their home. Ho had
dreamed a terrible dream and he felt certain all wasnot well with
the unprotected families they had left in their home camp. For-
mer dreams of Jasawash had proven timely warnings to the tribo
and the greater nuniber of tho party were ready to follow his ad-
vice. This was specially so with the older warriors who knoew
that no cowardice could be imputed to their chief and who pat

the mest implicit faith in his dreams. A fow of the younger
braves thought that age might have blunted their chiot’s appetito
for war, bat thay dare not express such an opinion.

After holding a council it was decided to return and the home-
wara march wascommenced, It was not untilthe morning of the
next day that they reached Balfnlo Bay and searched for their
canoes, but the search was a hopeless one.  ‘Lhey wers gone and
not n traco of where they were gone loft. An ominons silence
crept over the whole band and the worst results were feared. It
was not o time to halt in idleness however, and asthe bireh trees
grew around in abundance, the work of making fresh canves was
at onchy bc,%un and in two days all were gneo more afloat and on
their way hiome.  No rest was taken night or day and early on
tho second morning they entored the Na-Maugoos-a-cawaing,  As
they cutered they thought they heard lowd sounds from the
channol across one of the islauds. Quickly scouts landed and
clambered ujs the blaff where on the other side of the island thuy
saw their former canovs mauncd by Sioux braves who werg
singing their usual song of victory. Quickly they returned and
communicated the ominions and dismal news. The hand of
Insawash waved the orders n silence.  Quickly and silently the
Chippewa flotilla divided in two parts alnost equal in strength,
cach making for one of the two shores of the sound. In a few
miuutes overy canooe and warrior was hidden in the brash that
lined tie shores on either side and as the Sioux paddled around a
point into the channel not a soand met their war song exeept its
cchoes from the tall banks. They were in a hilarious mood, but
when they reached a point at the narrowest part of the sound their
muod was guickly changed, for a shower of well directed arrows
camo from cach bank which changed the song into a yell of as-
tonishwent and  terror. They were thoroughly surprised
aund teapped.  They could see no enemy on whom to return
the fire, and as tte arrows continued to pour in with dead-
ly effect a general attempt at flight was made, bat it ivas a futile
ove.  Scarcely a canoe was without one, twoor more wounded
or dying men, and paddling at any speed was completely stopped.
Quickly the canoes of their cnemies swarmed avound them from
both sides, manned by braves who were even on equal grounds
their superiors with the paddle, The Sioux fire of arrows was
wild and almost harmless, while that of their advancing foes was
cool, deliberate and deadly.  The chances of war were all with the
Chippewas and they let 1o chance slip.  Soon the canves crashed
into each other and work with the knifo and tomabawk commene-
el. The Sioux were overpowered in numbers by their asenilants,
a large proportion of their braves being dead or badly wounded
fromn the first fire. A few of their canoes shot out from the thick
of the fight, but thoy were quickly overtaken and their oceupants
slain. QCuly threoe of the Sioux managed to reach a narrow neck
of land some distance away, but not one ever returned to their
home in the yellow land to teH the tale of the fight.

But it is time to look alter Keesheahminisay our hero now.
‘The sound of the Sioux song of victory sent a pang to his heart,
for he knew it meant death to his future happiness. ~ He had only
revengo to live for.  In the fight he showed the agility and fierce-
ness of a tiger and seemed to cast aside all ideas of personal safety.
One large canoe still manned by six sturdy Sioux paddlers might
have escaped had he not sprang into it from the prow of his own
craft and in a terrible strugsle against such odds killed three of
his opponents  before relief came from his own party. At the
close of the fight he was able, though bleeding {rom numerous
wounds, to throw at thoe feet of his chiel a bundle of Sioux scalps
much greater than was possessed by any brave of his tribe, but
only to receive the sad smile of the aged warrior.

The fight over, the victorious Chippewas followed carefully
hombward the trail of the Sioux band, aud on a little bare rock
ina hay they found the body of Checkanaguaybeck. Her captors
had discovered that she was to be the prize given 10 the bravest
Chippewa returning from the foray into their conntry aund with
a fiendish mockery they took her dead body, dressed it up in all
the savage finery at haund, suchas would be worn only by a
chiel's bride, and propped it up on this rock where it could not
fail'to bo seen by the returning Chippewas.

As thecanoes clustered round the little rock all looked to the
face, of the aged chief but one. That one was the young
warrior who had won her in war, Springing upon the rock
Keesheahminisay encircled the waist of the dead girl with his
arm and lifting the other haud to his chief he zaid, ** Father,
she is mine.” They wera his last words, for lossof blood from
his many wounds had about drained the life current and
skarM;erin% backward he fell dead beside his dearly won prize. ’

['he Indian record of the great cvent -tells how the Chippewas
returned to find at their camp home only ashes, blood and the
mutilated remains of squaws, papooses and the few aged and help-
Jess men thoy had left behind. Only about a-dozen of the young-
cr and stronger squaws and a few of the oldest papooses were
afterwards found in a famished condition in the surrounding
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brush, to which they wore fleet enough to cscape from their
would-ta captors and murderers. N

But wo must leave our Indian tale and proceed on our cruise
through channel and bay, and through such we pass for almost
half an hour bofore we renched what is known as Manitou.
From the Trout Sound to this poing we had wmet with no more
very narrow places, bat a3 wo steamed out from Dbetweon two
islauds into tha broal Maniton the sight was a grand one.
Here in soveral directions thove is a streteh of five orsix miles of
water, unbroken excopt by an oceasional jutting rock peering up
like a dot on its surface. A galo of wind was blowing, and the
short choppy swell of the different narrows and land-locked bays
we had passed through now changed to a longor and higher sea
with white crested tips breaking on tho bows of our litelo craft,
and freely baptising us now and again with spray. This is the
widest and stormiest part of tho lake, except on the lavge stretch
to the south which has to be crossed by craft bound for the
entrauco of the Rainy River. Tho breeze was stitf, but tho sun
was bright, and the dancing of our little eraft gave a most enjoy-
able feeling,  Away in all divections roso up tho dots of islands,
while in the further distance larger ones overlapped each other
and looked like portions of o continuous mainlauid. 'The sight
wasone to be long remembered by any one with an oye for
the beautifal,

Once fairly into this lake basin our guide pointed out to us the
celebrated Manitou lsland, from which the broad basin takes its
name. It was about three miles on our leo, and looked ubout
the most uninteresting and unattractive of all the surrounding
islets. Its bare rocky sides stretched down to the water facing
us, and the light of the sun gave it a peculiar reddish brown
appearance. But with all its unattractivencss this small island
is the most interesting among the thousunds on the lake. Indian
supoerstition attributes many strange things toit. Whether the
Manitou the great and good spirit can visit the little island or not,
tho suparstitioas Indianscannot decide, bat they are fixed in their
beliof that on this rocky islet the Mache Manitou, or great ovil
spirit holds undisputed sway. No Indian canoe was ever known
to wo near its rocky beach and should tho course of any party of
Indians bring them within sight of it, no eye would bo turned
towards it, no paddle would be pointed at it, and no voice wounld
dare to utter the fact of its proximity. Seldom does any Indian
canoo como into the broad basin whereit can be viewed, all such
craft as & rule secking a course through some other channel
where the dreaded islet is hidden from view. The war song, the
song of victory, or the song of festivity is hushed a3 soon as the
canoce nears any opening to the bay through which the fear
inspiring isle can be seen, and the gap through which it can bo
viewed Is paldled across in sullen silence and as rapidly as
possible.

The superstition regarding this island is, that if any one dares
to speak within hearing of the great evil spivit, or looks or points
at the isle where his malicious and whimsical will ruley supreme,
he will cause one of his wild storms tosweep across the broad basin,
and woe betide the poor canoe and its freight which may be
caight in the storm thus harled at it by this malicious and
capricious pagan deity.

It would scom that the Mache Manitou either has no dislike to
white men or isafraid to offend them by storms or otherwise. Those
pale faced descerators have denuded his island of tjmber and have
no scruples whatever about landing theresn, especially as there is
good fishing to bo found in closs proximity to it.

Leaving the broad Manitou, woe had but two hours more of a sail
through channel and bay until wo reached the further shore of
an island known by the very unromantic name of Copper Istand.
Why this richly-wooded island, with its two bays from opposite
sidos almost dividing it in two, should be so named is a question
we were unablo to get a solation of.  All we could find out of in-
terest to tho pleasure secker and lover of sport was, that around
its shores black or rock bass can he caught in plenty.

No matter how enchanting scenery may be it cannot satiate the
animal appetite, and when our party arrived at Copper Island,
we were very pleased torepair to one of those floating lumber
camps and regale oursclves with a goodly cargo of the con-
ventional pork, beans and potatoes and other camp delicacies.

After roaming for a time through the brush on this island we
started on our home trip, and as the wind kept quicting down and
the clouds clearing away as the afternoon advauced the homeward
trip was one much more tranquil than the tripoutward. When
wo reached the broad Manitou onee more a brilliant rainbow illum-
inated the sky, and as one end rested on and lit up the rocky slopes
of the isle of Manitou, while the other rested on o heavily wooded
islet some miles distant, we had a view of a graud procenium
arch formed by natare which no art can ever depict and which
will be long remembered by our small. party who viewed the
bzautiful display.

¢« The rest of our homoward trip was ecnlm and tranquil and as
we steamed across the chaunel to tho entrance to Keswatin Bay
the waters of the lake wers smooth aud glassy, while the lingering
rays of the sun, now set behind the western blaifs, tipped ench
promontory und peak with o pale purple ting, while the reflection
of the twilight sky on the lako lit up its waters with tints vary-
ing from-tho pale silver, through the duil golden 'to thin deep
lurid red. ‘The day was altogether one of the most delightful
ever spont by the writer during a lifs of nearly 59 years,  Mid-
night brought slecp, the sweet refrezhing sleep rosulting from o
day in the fresh open air, It brought pleasant dreams also, in
which the legendary horror of the NuMungoos-n-cawaing played
no part. ,

THE TOWNS ON THE LAKI.

make the following

¥rom the samec source we
aftairs of Rat

quotations regardine the business
Portage and Keewatin :

THE TOWN OF RAT PORTAGE.

The town of Rat Portage is the principal point and contre of
the district which this issue of Tt COLONIST describes. It is
situated near the northern extremity of the Lake of the Wols,
at the exit of the Winnipeg river, just where the C. P, R, touches
the lake for the first timo going west,  Its distance from Winnipey

.4 about 188 miles. The town site is rather large, extending along
the C. P, R. track for about a milo and a half; and embracing
smallet Normau, an important lumbering point. The site has
beon very woll choson, lying along the lake front where oxcellent
wharfage can be had at o very littlo expense and at tho same time
{ioo«l lovel streets can be laid out without any costly rock blasting.

‘here is plenty of room for expansion as the growth of tho towa
roquires it.  An excellent idea of its lay out can be obtained fron
the ongraving on another page of a gencral view of the town.

Proporly speaking the history of Rat Portage dates from the
year 1876, although as far back as two hundred years agoa
Hudson’s Bay Company pust existed whare tho present cast end of
the town lies, near the Western Lumber Company’s mills, and
another below the first falls of the Winnipeg river, near whero
the cloctric light power hoisd now stands. Thewe were links in
the chain of trading posts which that Compauy had ostablished,
extending f{rom the prexnt site of Fort William on
Lake Superior west and north through Fort Garry in the
Red River district 1o York Factory on the Hudson’s Bay. In the
days of those posts this placoe must have presented av almost busier
appearance than it does now, with the hundreds of Indians, trad-
ors and voyagours passing and repassing, bound for the east, west,
north and south with products of the chase and traders’ supplics,
all directly or indirectly engaged on tho business of the great
Hudson’s Bay Company. It is cstimated that seveval millions of
dollars worth of furs must annually have passed theso posts omnd
for the markets of the far cast. Bat the object just now is not to
dream about those bygone days, but to deal in a matter-of-fac
way with the town as’it is in our time.  As has been said it= his
tory properly dates from the year 1876. In that ycar some of the
C.P.R. contractors located their camps on the site near where the
village of Koewatin now stands, about threo and a half or four
miles distant from the Rat Portage railway station of to-day. and
they then gave to the placo where they were camped the name
Rat Portage. Subsequently theso contractors moved their cams
eastward to the site of the present town and took the namo with
them. Several years of very slow development followed this
humble beginning and by the year 1831 very little growth or
settlement had taken place. Everything at that time depended
upon the development of the Iumbering industry.  After 1831
there followed a period of more rapid developtment which was only
hindered and held back from assuming large dimensions hy the
dispute between the Ontario and Domninion Governments as to
which really controlled the territory in which the town was situ.
ated. 'This dispute was only settled some 8 years ago when the
whole district was given to the province of Ontavio.” Th wore
rapid development which commenced, as already said after 159
has continued, varying only to a slight degree moro or less. ever
since, adding as years went by population, industries and influ-
enco to the town until to-day it stands almost the most impsatant
point in all Northwestern Ontario.

Let us look for a fow minutes at the compuosition of the b winesi
community of the town itself and the population before gaugon
to consider the larger subject of its industries and prospects. A
conservative cstimate of the population places it at about 3,000
The total number of places of business in the town is as nearly as
can be calculated seventy-five, Of this number 11 are ceneral
stores ; 4 boot and shocestores; 8 clothing, gonts’ furnishi g stores

and tailoting cstablishments; 2 stationery and book stres;?
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THRESHING AND PLOWING IN MANITOBA.
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S. M. RAY. C. W. JARVIS. GEO. I, MACDONELL. J. J. 0'CONNOR.

R, Street & Co. |  MACDINELL & 0CONNOR

DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES OF

BANKERS,

Trusteesand General Agents, 30 OF THE LEADING
PGRT ARTHUR AND FORY WILLIAM, ONT. FIRE, LIFE INSURANCE

Sl ACOIDENT  F GOMPANIES
C . and MARINE §
—/>"é narance.
FIRE, SPECIAL FACILITIES ¥FOR

. LIFE. COVERING MARINE RISKS AND
SO 105, ACCIDENT. GRAININ C.P.R. ELEVATORS, FORT WILLIAM

I

MINING
CLAINS, MARINE APPRAISERS FOR THE CANADA PERMANENT LOAN & Saviics Co,
PLATE GLASS. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.
RENTS COLLECTED, ESTATES MANAQED. ADDRESS: PORT ARTHUR, CANADA.

o"e%

AN EXPILODED YDEA.

T is tiresome to Jisten to the scuseless cant talked frum day to day abuut the
superiority of imported Cigars over domestic.
Why cannot Canadians make as good Cigars as foreigners?  Are our manu-
fucturers and mechanies less skilled or less intelligent, than those of foreign
countries ?  Will any true Canadian admit that they ave ?

The tobacco from the finest plantations in the World comes into Canada duty free,
and there is no tax on tlie demestic cigar beyond an Inland Revenue duty, amounting to
less than one cent on each Cigar. When you buy an imported cigar of fair quality you
pay over the counter four to tive cents of duty, a portion of which is the export duty of
a foreign country. Yes, and you have to pay the importer’s, jobber’s and retailer’s profit
on that duty, making in all six to seven cents on every imported cigar you sinoke,

whereas you pay less than one cent duty on the finest dumestic cigar made.

Canadian cigar manufacturers, or at least sume of them, know how and where to
procure the finest tobaceo grown in the world; and they buy and import it too.

From this tine tubacev sume Canadian manufacturcrs can make cigars as fine as are
made in any forci%'n councry, and they canake and sell such goods for half the cost of

imported goods. Why, therefore, pay fancy prices for inferior goods, and let your money
go oub-of the country you live in ? . _

We have made a specialty of manufacturing the higher grades of cigars, and we vefer
the experienced smoker to our “ Ruscbud” or to vur “Flor de Buhama,” cither of which
-are.equal to.the finest Havana brands, and are pronvunced by old connoisseurs-to have no
superiors, domestic or imported. Try these and you will cease talking ubout the super-
iority of imported cigars,

_as’u;mce CICAR FAGTORY, MowTaeat, Que. TASSE, WOOD & CO.

‘The paf;e’f wsed in this publication is manufactured by The Canada Paper Co., Montreal.
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Peuple tell us now-a-days that the world is on the brink of a great sveial revolution.  Be that as it may
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I McNEII.I. 3

ANTHRAGITE GOAL

LK l

Has during the past year or so accomplished A REVOLUTION IN THE NORTHWEST FUEL TRADE.
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The revolution was accomplished in a practical and Lusiness-like manner.  First, by supplying to consum-

ers from the Rocky Mountains to the Red River Valley the Lest coal they ever used. Second, by selling that

coal ab o price which sent consternation into the ranks of the old fuel monopoly that so lonﬂ' held Manitoba
in its grasp.

MCNEILL'S ANTHRACITE COAL saved tu the fuel consumers of Winnipeg alone during the past year

the interest on
A ROUND MILLION OF DOLLARS.

This year it will effcet 2 much larger saving, and the consequence is the old coal monopuly of the North-
west is ab presunt very sick, and their coal has (llu])l)td in price one dollar a tun,  They could not compete at
their former exorbitant prices with MeNeill’'s Anthracite Coal.

—s— THAT'S WHATS CTHE MATGER WITH HRNNAH. —3"

The old fuct monupoly of Manitoba suld only coal imported from a foreign country, and drew their profits
out of the Nourthwest.  MeNeill's Anthracite Ceal is mined in our own cuuntly and every dollar spent in its
purchase is

MONEY RETAINED IN OUR OWN COUNTRY.

Already Western Canadian Railway s are using the coal from MeNeiil's mines in preference to impoited
cual, and all ealls for tenders for cval for DOMINION PUBLIC BUILDINGS distinctly speeify CANADIAN
ANTHRACITE, thus encomaging commercial patriotisim and practising o wise ceonviay. This was only
adopted by the Duminion Government after MCNEILL'S ANTHRACITE COAL WAS FAIRLY ON THE
MARKE'T.

It has tahen unly one year to sicken the Manitoba coal monopoly and furce down their prices. Their
slanders of & year ago on MeNcill's Anthracite coal are now silenced by a yuu's practical test by Manitoba
consumers, 1t will take only a few years to drive foreign coal out of the Manitoba market, and have our

consumers use howe-mined fuel unly, with McNEILL'S ANTHRACITE RATED FIRST OF ALL.

THE H. W. McNEILL CO,, Ltd.,, ANTHRACITE, ALTA,
Winnipeg Office, - PAUL KNIGHT & McKINNON. - 470 Main St., Winnipeg.
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MANUFACTURERS

CLOTHING,

FUR GOODS 22 SHIRTS.

WHOLLSALE BEALERS

MEN'S FURNISHINGS.
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, iéﬂ’i’ Manutactory . 950 St. Lawrence St , Montreal,
é' ». g ; : : WAREHOUSE

I 5 ¥ " - WINNIPEG, MAN. VANCOUVER. 8.C

)
MG NN
\@
; DOMINION BAG CO., LTD.
DMONTRIZAL.
; T mmmeremmor
3 Full Stock Garriod by -FOR WHEAT
: . ‘ . Northwestern Agcents. \ gOR FLOU R:.
; <Ry = SN i ' OR BRAN.
SR -, y Merrick, | A For OATS.
g e Anderson & Co,, €\ |EOR SHORTS.

SiL winwiero. FOR POTATOES.
%}‘ Pricea  and  Sampls .‘ S FOR COAL.
> maled on apyl cation, i FOR‘ EVERYTHING.

T WE ARE OFFERING A FINE LINE OF......

also a number of new lines in

COOKING 2% HEATING STOVES

- Which you will dv well to examine.

CALL AT OQUR SAMPLE ROOMS :¢7 =

LN o \}

. E“? 3 HE gﬂ n N MAIN STREET,

- - = \ . 8 'g‘ Opp. Manitoba Hotel .



BULMAN BROS. & CO. b

2= Photo Bngravers, Jthhographets etc

" WESTERN AGENTS FOR MILLER & RIOHARDS

Our fine Half-Tone "reproductlons so well 'md favorably knOWn throughout the

West, need no comment from us. We guarantee work superior to any obtained
-elsewhere. ’ T

_LITHOGRAPHY s

]

After August 1st, the machinery will arrive that Wlll give us the best equxpped plant-
" west.of Toronto. 'We guarantee prices right, and work of the very. hxghest order.

TYPE & PRINTERS' SUPPLIES. - =%

We as Western Agents for Miller & Richards, will-carry a stock of Presses Cutting
Machines and Printers’ Supphes genelally

" KILGOUR, RIMER & co.,

WINNIPEG, MAN.

Wholesale Dealers in Boots and Shoes, Rubbers, Overshoes and Mocca.sms
P Gloves, Mitts and Socks

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE CELEBRATED :
HORSE SHOE. BRAND manufactured by HARVEY & VAN NORMAN, TORONTO.
R and THE TORONTO RUBBER SHOE MFG CO., TORONTO
Whenour Travellers -eall on you, kindly look ..

sthrough their smmples. S BeSt values Qn the ROad

SAMPLE ROOMS - 541 MAIN STﬁEET- MAIL ORDER soucrrsn
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WINNIPEG VIEWS,

PRINCLSS STREET L JOKING NORTH PRINCESS STREET LOOKING MNORTH LOOKING SOUTH FLOM BOARD OF TRADE
FROM MARKET, FROM NOTRE DAME. LUILDING,



Keewatin Lumbering & Man’tg Co., Ltd;

MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALERS OF

Lumber,
Lath,

Cedar Poles

AND

Telegraph Poles.

Shingles,
Flooring,
Siding,

Sill Timber and
Joisting

UP TO FORTY FEET.

Sheeting,

John Mather, mANAGER,

Mouldings,
Casings,

SAW DMILLS, PLANING MILLS AND FACTORY. AT

KEEWATIN; Ont,

Ontario and Western Lumber Gompany.

Manufacturers of every kind of

PINE

¥ % ¥

MILLS

AT

RAT PORTACE,
NORMAN,

AND

KEEWATIN.

¥* * ¥

¥ % O

A LUDMBER %

| 50,000,000 FEET omare

NOW ON HAND.

CEDAR AND TAMARAC PILING,
POSTS, ETC.

BRITISH COLUMBIA CEDAR GHINGLES.

t
Head Office :

* John A. McRae,

President.

das. M. Savage,

Sec..Treas.

*D, C. Cameron

Manager,

* ¥k %

Rat IPortage, = OOntario.

The paper used in this publication is manufactured by The Canada Paper Co., Montreal.



Would You

OFFER YOUR CUSTOMERS A GOOD

Yarnish

— FOR — 1

OUTSIDE WORK INSIDE WORK
DOORS CHURCH PEWS
BOATS j% DESKS -
CARRIAGES SO COUNTERS
GARDEN SEATS @’ o FLOORS
ORNAMENTS 4 . WAINSCOTS

Rtec., Bte. BEitc, Fte.

R
‘WELL, OFFER THEM

RAMSA IS

UNIVERSHAL

AND YOU ARE SAFE. .

The Inks with which this number is printed are manufactured by A. Ramsay & Son, Montreal,
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MAIN SFREET, LOUKRING NORTII FILLOM MAIN STREEER, LOOKNG NORTI FLRUM CITY HALL SQUARE
CITY HALYL SQUARE. HARGRAVE BLOCK.
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: Auan & RoperTsont|

WHOLESALE E

4 PAPER AND STATIONERY,
4 343 St. Paul St, - MONTREAL. ﬁ

The following popular Trado Mark Papors
* carriod in stock in all Sizes.

5 Ne Plus Ulfra, Agawam Bond
H § 1 Suporfine Ivory, Alexis Bond H
Maple Grove,  Leger Mills g
4 Beaver Dam,  Autograph g
Original Canadian Vellum,

Also @ Complete Line of Bookbinders und
Printers Supplies.

QUOTATIONB and SAMPLES on APPLIGATION
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J F RATTAN

Jo < oo oo uls oo ol dlo o of
- REAL ESTATE

AND INVESTMENTS, M
NIXTITTTTLTLIF,
PORT ARTHUR - AND ~ FORT WILLIAM.

I have for sale in Port Arthur and Fort Willlam

Bost Busincss Lots, 8ites for Manufactorios,
Cholco Roatldoncolots, Wator Lots for Docks,
Blocks of Land sub-.dividod Into Lots.
Acro Property sultablo for sub-divisioh into Lots.
Market Gardon Lands,
Farm Lands In and noar both Placcs.

Iron, Gold & Silvar Lands i the District of Thunder Bay |

e el ey

i e e B R R

03’ As It I8 certain that within the next fow yeam larze profits will be 4
made out of investments In Port Arthur and Fort William properties &>
A owiny ¢y the tavorable geozraphical position of those places, and to »
3 thelr many otuer natural n('f\autn,,cs now, while real estate {8 cheap, X4
gg i3 the best thue to huy,

]

I jnvite and will promptly answer inqniries respecting property B
of all kiuds in Port Arthur, Fort William and vicinity.

J. F. RUTTAN, Port Arthur, Ont. vﬁo
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HEVE YOU ONE?

“Ask anybody who
ever had a

//

aZ
Mackintosh bearing w
wl

this label =0%
for. his opinion.of its E_gg%
quality dird you < &

o Ly

will be 1)

_ 59

recommended to buy
one yourself.

MALT ESE CROSS °

Fac-simile of the
~ black and - -
gold silk labels used
) in the .

“ Maltese Cross”
brand Mackintoshes.
See that the
Garment you buy |
has one attached to it,

MOH9 OL 1ON
Q33LINVHVND

Also Leading Manufacturers of Fine Grade Threshing Belts, Elevator Belts, Saw Mnll Bclts
Fire Hose, Suction Hose, Lawn Hose, etc:

The Gutta. Percha & Rubber Manufacturing Go.; of Torontq, Ltd

61 AND 63 FHRONT -STREET WEST TORONTO TANADA.



WIDE AWAKE DEALERS....

]

In Fancy Goeds. Delis, Toye, Games of ail

c Qq@ descriptions, Glass and Chinaware, Musical
#}1 Goods, Pipes and Tobacconists' Sundries,

Py

Brooms, réshes, Woodenware, Maitches,
Cordage Mats, etc., ctc. '

Eager Always to hace the NEWEST and the BEST SELECI'ION will most asswredly study their intercsts
by exvamining our IMMENSE LINE before making purchases elsewhere.

OUR REPRESENTATIVE, MR. CRONE, will occupy the four largest Sumple Rooms at
HOTEL MANITOBA, WINNIPEG, during the FAIR WEEK. Give him a call.

TO DEALERS unable to come in, we draw special attention to our

CASES 0F ASSORTED TOYS AND FANCY G@ODS

Case Assortment No. 1 containing 125 articles for $7.50 | Case Assortment No. 3 containing 180 articles fur$32.50
Case Assortment No. 2 containing 150 articles for 15.00 1 Case Assortment No. 4 eontaining 200 articles for 30.00
DISCOUNTS ON APPLICATION,

Our Fall Catalogue will be ready about the H A NE I SON & SONS
middle of August, - ] )

, STEPHEN NAIRN,
BUIB, mgnﬂﬂ XS GU" WINNIPEG

Feae etk Nt e Moo e S e R 3 .
sgeg mbolQSalz g** Oatmeal Mills
¥ Draggists 8**

#&
%‘%*#ﬁ*%%*%m**%*%%

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

We are headquarters for all
seasonable goods. A ROLLED OATS AND OATMEAL.
- LIME JUICE. FEED, GRAINS AND MILL FEED.
MO INSECT POWDERS, -
%’) in\ TARTURIC and Our New Process Rolled Wheat, is the healthiest

Yood on the Maricel.

CITRIC ACIDS

MILLS ON C.P.R. TRACK, HIGGINS 8T,

ARE ALL BOUGQHT FIRST HANDS. INQUIRIES SOLICITED. WINNIPEG, - - MANITOBA.

The paper used in this publication is manutactured by The Canada Paper Co., Montrenl,



R T Ao,

NORTUHLRY HOTEL, PORT ARTHUVR ALGOMA HOTEL, PORT ARTHUR.

RAMIN S1EQUIA UOTEL, “ORT WILLIAM CLUB HOTLL, FORT WILLIAM
Pro— e SRAGIINES | .




MERCUHANT 3 BANK OF CANADA ~Tise PIONEER, ESTABLISHED 1872,
CAriTAL £6,000.010, Rest 83,000,990,

BANMK OF OTTAWA=-CantaL s 500,000, Rest 813,636,945, UNION BANK OF CANADA~CsfiraL 81,200,000, ReSERVY $250,%00.
IMPERIAL BANK OF CANADA—=Carirat 82,000,000, Ryser\vr $1,132,252, BANQUE NATIONALE=Camtal 31,200,000, RESERVE 3),6:109.

BANK OF MONTREAL~CaniTat, 812,000,000, Resruve $6,000,000.
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drug and faney goouts stores; 6 fruit and confectionery stores; 2
liquor stores; 2 hardware stores ; 8 dniry’s; 2 butcher shops; 2
bakeries; L millinery store; 1 photograph gallery; 1 harness
shop; 2 barber’s shopz; 2 paint shops; 1 furniture stcre; 8
watchmaker and jowellery establishiments; 6 hotels and saloons ;
5 mining companies; 1 bank; 1 telephone and clectric light
company ; 8 bailding contractors, 2 fishing companies, 2 print-
ing oflices, edch’ publishing local papers; 5 or 6 professional men,
sach ns lawyers, doctors, ote. ; and 2 boat fouse keepers. The
places of bisiness of sume of thess are latge and cumfurtable, the
stocks and general arvangements of the stores cumpare favorably
with thuse in some of the large cities. This may be partly
accounted for by the fact that the trade of these stores is, in-the
sutmer at least, largely with pevple from the cities and those ask
fur and expect to be supplied with gouds of the samoe quality and
saviety as they could get at their hunes.  Sume of the stocks of
goods cairind in the stores of Rat Portage must run in value very
clovo to £33,000 or 810,000, others perhaps something over that
amount, abd the total anuual turn-over of ‘stock in the usual
curse of bisines must be sonewhere near  a guarter of a million
dullars worth, exclasive of the lumber business,  Ones important.
factor in the commercial up-buitding of Rat Portage has been its
supply basiness with the namerous camps of lumbormen and
uthiers, and with the distant Rainy River town of Fort Francis.
A large anwunt of supply stull is annnally sent out over the lake.
In lwhing at Rat Durtage from a busitiess pointof view the first
thing that attracts attention, after the actual comwmercial inter-
ests of the town itself have been consildered, is the lumber industry.
From almost the carlicst days of its infancy right up to the
present time, this may fairly be =aid to have been the underlying
force at work bailding up and developing the town.  As the lum-
bering trade was devoloped thetown (lchTulxxl andwhenlambering
suffered a temporary draw bach or chees thetown suffered proportion-
ately. Thenumber of millsnow at work altogether, iycluding thow
in Nauan, is five.  Thesoare the Western Lumiber Company mill
and Ruxs, Hall & Brown mill at Rat Portage propur, and the
Cameron & Kennedy, the Bulmer o1 Safety Bay, and the Mine-
sota & Ontario Lumber Company mills at Norman,  Thee mills,
together with the Dick & Banning mill at Keewatin, are all now
operated and managed and their output sold by an sssociation of
the original companies known as the Ontativ and Wustern Lum-
ber Assveation. The five mills emiploy altugether about 500
hauds, and the monthly pay roll amoeunts to about 885,000, Their
lunoer cut will this year be about 50,000,000 feet.  Tho business
of this cumpnny s largely with the west, the supplies of lumnber of
the province of Manitoba and the adjacent territv ies being almost
wholly drawn from this point. Their lugs all cume from the sreat
lake and river country to the south.
© Another industry, from which in tho past Rat Portage has
drawn considerable of an income is the mining, but this is as yet
only in the initial stages of its developmont.

KEEWATIN.

Three miles and & half west of Rat Portage proper, or a mile
and a hialf west of the suburb of Rat Portage, known as Norman,
is tho thriving town of Xeewatin, named after the great district
of which this whole neighborhood was once a part, and nestling
among the rocks which form the barrier between Keewatin Bay
and the Winnipeg River, this town has certainly many features
to attract the attention of visitors. As has been said in the part
of this number which describes Rat Portage, that was the original
name given to this place, but when the C. P. R. contractors moved
their camps cast to where Rat Portage now is situate they took
the name with then, consequently wlicn a name was again war.ted
for this site & new one had to be provided.. The town issomewhat
scattered in its appearance, one part of it lying on the south side
of the bay and the other part on the north side. Thesiteisa
somewhat ragred one, huge rolling piles of rock interfering in
sume places with the symmetry of the streets and properties and
making it difficult to lay sidewalks or make roads. Anything
that may be lost in this way, however, is more than made up for
by the beauty and picturesqueness of the situation.

Keewatin has existed as a town fur perhaps ten or a duzeu years,
showing a slow but steady growth during all that time. Although
it i3 not yet incorporated it long ago reached a stagein itsdevelop-
ment when that step would bave been justified, and it is now much
lar[i;er than many places both. in the east and west which legally
call themselves towns. The population of Keoewatin municipality,
according to the best ¢stimates, is about 1,600 peoplo. 'The total
number of places of business in the town 15 20. This numberis
made up of general storws, drug stores, butcher shops, liquor stores,
hotels, mills, work shops, &c., and embraces representatives of all
the lines of business necessary in such a place.” A branch of the
bank of Ottawa is established in the, town. .

Like its sister town further east, Keewatin depends and has al-
ways largely deponded upon the lumbering industry for its exist-
enco,  ‘There are in the town two large milly, only one of which
has, however, been running this swmumer.  These are the Dick &
Banning mill, which is now controlled by tho Luinber Associntion,
and which is tho ono which has not been running, and the mill
vwned and operated by the well known Keewatin Lumber Company,
and managed by Messrs. R. AL and D, L. Mather, sons of Mr, John
Mather, the founder of tho huge industry. When the Dick and-
Banning mill was in operation, the annual vutput of lumber from
Keewntin was botween twenty and twonty-five milliun feet y early,
but since it has been shut down there is only the output of the
Koeewatin mill to aceount fur, this amounts to about ten and a half
to cloven million feet. Tho number of hands empluyed in the
millis about 15, It is operated solely by water power, there
need nover bo any fire around the place, and this adds greatly to,
the safety of the mill, With the water power it can easily bo
operated in the winter -all winter if necesary. An excellent
view of the mill and lumber yard s a visitor zees it coming into
the town frum the cast is shown among the illusteations in this
number and alw views of the «l\wlling?wu:us of the two resident
managers. Muessra, R. A, and D, L. Mather.

Another institution which las added greatly to the progress,
influence and fame of Keowatin is the fluur mill of the Lake of the
Wouds Milling Comipany.  This was established hero that advan-
tage might bo taken of the magnificent wator-power facilities
which the site affords and is comsidered to bo one of the finest
flour mills in America. It is described more fully in another part
of this number.

One of the most remarkable_features of the Keowatin town sits
iy thusplendid water-power facilities which is affurded by thediffer-
ence botween thelevelof the luke and the level uf the Wininipeg river
which after making its tumultupusexit from thelake near Rat Port-
age turns and flows parallel with the lake and past the town of
Keewatin, continuing near the lake fur soveral miles but 18 to 256
feet lower in lovel. At Keewatin the thickness of tho rock wall
which divides the lake from the river is only a fow dvzen yards in
sume places and by cutting through this power can bo secured
cnough to drive any number of mills, Considering then the
case with which this magnificent water-power can bo brought,
into uso it is not tov much to oxpect that sume day there witl be
assembled here preat fluur mills grinding the wheat from the vast
praivies of Manitoba and the Western Territorics, lumber mills
sawing the lugs gathered from the wouded regions surrounding the
Lake of the Woods and perhaps stamp mills crushing the vres
{rum tho mines of this whole district. The great size of the lake
prevents the pusibility of a freshet or searcity of water even if
thero were a hundred mills. '

MINING ON THE LAKE.

T seems that all over the world, a gold producing
region, when it is first discovered, is sure to be in
more or less of an inaccessable locality, and the

Lake of the Woods gold region was no excep-
tion to the rule. Up to the year 1881, no railway
commanication from the centres of civilization reached
the shores ot the Lake of the Woods, from either the
Canadian or the United States side, although from
1875, stcamboats from the northwest angle on the
United States side made trips over a large portion of
the navigable portion of the lake. These boats were,
however, engaged in lumbering or in the construction
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and no mining cffort
was for many years made, backed by sufficient re-
sources to employ steam navigation in conneccion
therewith.

The visitor tothe lake, if he will only view in passing
there by rail the terrible euts through rock, dumps
over almost bottomless swamps and muskegs, bridges
and trestles, over gorges, chasms and-deep valleys and
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tunnels through hills impossible to be climbed by the
locomotive, will have some idea of how truly inaccess-
able the Lake of the Woods was, before millions were
expended in successfully opening up the country by
railway construection. Before the advent of the iron
horse the only attempts at opening up the gold bearing
resources of the lake was made by the mining pro-
spector with his pick, his canoe or boat, and if he could
afford it, his Indian guide. The perseverance of some
of those carly prospectors, and the labor and privations
that fell to their lots in their lonely wanderings, furnish
records of indomnitable courage, will power and
endurance, which will compare favorably with those
of the first explorers and pioneers ot the carly part of
the eighteenth century. It was not, therefore, until the
Canadian racific Railway construction neared the shores
of the lake in 1880, that any effort beyond that made
by the lonely prospector was possible, and not until
regular communication was opuned in 1881, did the
usual swarm of gold hunters cnter the lake country
and commence their wanderings and search along its
shores and among its islands.

It might reasonably be expeected, that with railway
communicationn into the hearts of the gold bearing
district of the Lake of the Woods, mining progress
would have made rapid strides durirg the past decade.
But people who were sanguine upon this point were
doomed to disappointment. A combination of circum-
stances cffectually blocked any real progress, and
until about three years ago the only evidence of any
mining movenient avound the Jake was the presence in
numbers of that personage, the successful mining pro-
spector, who is ever rcady to open the doorway to
millions to the capitalist with a few thousand dullars,
and open the door on the ground floor to.

Mining on the lake would undoubtedly have made
good progress during the last decade, but it was not
until about four years ago that the dispute between the
Dominion and Ontario Governments as to the actual
ownership of the lands was settled by the Imperial
Privy Council, and not uuntil that was settled could
patents for lands be granted.

Since the granting of patents began, work in the real
development of gold mining has gone on in carncst,
and there arc a score or mora locations on which in-
vestiments of from a few hundyed to a few score thou-
sand of dollars have been expended in the direction of
development. In the Lake of the Woods, as in other
mining countries, all the work done has not been wisely
directed, and some are realizing that they have spent
their money in vain. On the other hand, some have
expended money and work wisely, and as a result have
begun to reap a good return.

A number of mines have reached an advanced state

of devclopment, and production of gold has been steady
at two or three for over a year. The most notable is
the Sultana Mine, owned and worked by Mr. J. F
Caldwell. At this miné¢ two shafts were sunk and then
drifts made over a year ago, and in every case pay
rock was abundant. On some ore of a refraciory nature
the Cyanide process was successfully tried last year,
but this year free-milling orc has been met with in
abundance, and Cyanide working is not necessavy at
present. ‘The mine produces its brick of gold regularly
every week now, and isa first elass paying property to
its owner.

At other mines satisfactory results have been reached,
but in nonc are operations so far advanced as at the

Sultana.  The searcity of eapital these times of depres-
sion is a great barricr to further work, otherwise several
other gqud-paying claims would now be developed and
producing.

During the past six months there has been a great
rush to the Rainy River country, east of the south-
castern corner of the Lake of the Woods, and operations
there may develop wonderful results very soon.  How-
ever, progress ecnough has not been made there to quote
reliable results, and how matters will go there will have
to be treated of at some future period.

It is not the intention of this sketeh to try and inaug:
urate a mining boom in the Lake of the Woods country.
The policy of THE CoMmmercial has always been to dis-
courage any movement like a boom, knowing as its
writers do the evil results and the obstructing foad a
hoom is surc to leave upon any country after its col-
lapse, and its collapse is always a matter of certainty.
Yet in this lake country the auriferous veins and other
deposits are unmistakably valuable, and are worthy of
the attention of the capitalist, That the rocks in a
hundred portions of the lake are gold bearing is beyond
doubt, and what is wanted tu develop mining as a pay-
ing industry is capital, backed by knowledge of the
mining business, The knowledge of how to extract the
gold cconomjeally is the point of greatest importance,
and while muceh has been done in that direction already,
much has yet to be done. 'I'he high assaye is a mazter
casy to securc, but in this region the low assaye is
often from the most valuable lead, owing to the ease
with which the work of milling can be donc in such
cases.  Great developments have yet to be made
in the way of treating ore before some of the
heaviest bearing veins ¢n the lake ecan be worked
with both cconomy and profit. The explorer and
prospector have done their work, and now the cfforts
of the capitalist, the scientist and the practical miner
are what is wanted.

THE PRAIRIC COUNTRY,

S the traveller leaves Whitemouth on his west
ward journey he gradually enters the prairic
country, passing through alternate views

of woodland and prairvie until the locomotive pulls up
at the station East Selkirk on the bank of the
Red River of the North. Therce in a southerly
direction he proceeds, catehing glimpses of the winding
river, until he crosses the broad stream over the Louise
Bridge and enters the City of Winnipeg, the Metropolis
of the Canadian Northwest.

At Winnipeg the traveller requires quite a stop
over if he intends to learn anything of the won
derful Prevince of Manitoba and the growth of the city
which is its commercial as well as its legislative centre.
The time will be well spent, if he will only make a fow
days’ rescarch.

HISTORICAL.

Individuals who arc cager to scarch out the history
of this country during the cighteenth century have bl
considerable wrangling about the date of the first lor .-
tion of trading-posts at or near the site of Winnip-x
and the old Fort Rouge of nearly 150 years ago and ¢
location arc still matters of dispute which the writr
has neither time nor space to unravel, The forg ¢ i-
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dently stood close to the janction of the Ked and
Assiniboine Rivers, but whether on the North or the
South bank modern chroniclers cannot agree. Ilalf a
century of the work of early explorers and traders is
surrounded by uncertainty, and the first point from
which reliable history can be dated is from the Selkirk
settlement under Lord Selkirk in 1812, when quite a
number of Scoteh families settled on the present site of
Winnipeg, and stretching for .a few miles north along
the banks of the Red River. Several of the oviginal
settlers lived up into the last deeade, and at least one
into the present, so that the records of this colony are
clear and relinble. Besides, the settlement was prace.-
tically part and parcel of the aftairs of the Hudson’s
Bay Company, whose headquarters were located at
IFort Duaglas, where the Company'’s Governor of
Rupert’s Land (as the Northwest was then called)
resided and kept up a kind of frontier state,

As stated, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s headquarters
for the Northwest and their central trading post for the
whole country was at Fort Douglas, the site of which is
now Point Douglas in the north end of the City of
Winnipeg, while their scaport was York IFactory on the
IL idson’s Bay, from which supplies were tuwed in boats
of shallow draft by the Hayes or Nelson River, and
portaged at impassable points, until Lake Winnipeg was
reached, whence they were brought by the lake and
the Red River to Ifort Doaglas, the centre of supplies.

Another trading company, the Northwest Ifar Com-
pany, had its head quarters at Fort William on Lake
Superior and thence conducted all its srading opera-
tions over the Northwest. DBoth of these companies
claimed a monopoly of the fur trade of the country and
long and bitter was the feud between their agents all
over the country. This feud reached a climax in 1816,
when the batue of Seven Oaks was fought between a
party of Northwesterners and another of IIudson’s Bay
followers, resulting in the killing of Hudsons Bay
Governor Semple and the sacking and breaking-up of
the Fort Douglas settlement by the victorious North-
westerners.  Next year Lord Selkirk returned with a
force of British troops, restored order and dealt out
punishment to some of the Northwestern leaders, sct-
ting the settlement on a solid footing once more. The
feud continued until 1821, when the interests of both
corporations were amalgamated and onc strong com-
pany formed therefrom.

From that date onward the Iudson’s Bay Company
carried on their trading without opposition until about
1840, when a few adventurous spirits began to lucate
around ¥ort Garry, as the ludson’s Bay headquarters
was then called and these began to trade in furs with the
Indians and Metis in defiance of the Company's claim
of monopoly. Many an attempt was made by the Com-
vany's recorder Mr. Thom to crush this so called illicit
trading, but it would not kill, and ti:e number of inde-
pendent traders kept steadily increasing until in 1869,
when the Northwest was annexed to Canada, they could
be numbered by the dozen.

The year 1869 brought the rebellion under Reil and
O'Donoghac, and the following one its sudden collapse,
when General Sir Garnet Wolseley arrived on the
seene with a foree of British troops and Canadian vol-
unteers.

Since 1870 the growth of Fort Garry, and afterwards
Winnipeg, has been steady, with periods of rush and
boom. TFrom that year until the close of 1886 is con-
cisely dealt with in the following extracts from this

Journal published that year and carly in 1887, as pre-
faices to the annual reports of the Winnipeg Board of
Trade :—

THE CITY OF WINNIPPG.

Although the Hudson’s Bay Company have had a post at Fort
Garry, in the southern part of the eity, since the year 1812, tho
history of Winnipeg as at town dates back ouly to 1870, when Sir
Garnet Wolseley crushed the Riel-O'Donuhiue rebellion.  In the
spring of that year the business places in the village of Fort Garry
numbered cighteen, and the total buildings outside of the fort
twenty-crght, while the census returns in the fall showed a total
population of 215 outside of the military stationed in the place.
The manufacturing institutions were a tannery and a harness
shop.  IFrom this year forward it became o, fixed belief among the
people of the place that it was going to advance toa city of some
mportance i a comparatively small number of years, and that
Manitoba was destined to be a rich, populous and prosperous
Provimee.  Faith in the place soon spread to the east, and in the
fall of 1872 the Merchants' Bank cstablished the first branch of o
chartered bank, and from this ouward eastern capital began to be
freely invested in the town aud Province.

Itis not necesary fur us to Tullow winutely the additions of new
industries to the city during the next few years.  Suaflicient to<ay
that Winnipeg's industrial progress was steady although not rapid,
and in 1874, the year in which the city was incorporated, the
number of buildings within her limits was_over nine hundred,
twenty seven of which ware ecapied by manufacturing industy -,
over one hundred by mercantile concerns, and the balance as
offices, hotels, boarding houses, dwellings and so forth. The
population of the city was about three thonsand seven hundred
and thoe value of property assessed within its limits $2,076,018.

Notwithstanding the terrible convulsivns that shook the whale
monetary system of America and Europo during the years 1873 and
1871, tho year of 1875 opened with bright prospects for the city of
Winnipeg and the Provinee of Manitoba.  Trueitis that foreign
capital did not come freely to assist in their development during
that year and 1876, but the residents of the city were now con-
vineed that it had a great future and showed that they had enter-
prise enough to give material aid in the greatwork. Thenumber
of new enterprises were not s numerous as during 1874, but older
business men were fast adding to their trade. The most valuable
addition to the machinery of business was tho establishment of the
Ontario Bank branch. The Red River had five passenger and
three freight steamboats plying upon it, whereas only one made
oceasional trips five years previously. The work of city improve-
ment had also been going on apace. That swmmer a new city
hall had been erected and other corporation expenditures added
to the price of its construction made a total of nearly $90,000.
The value of imports at the port of Winnipeg for the year ending
June 80th, 1875, not including goods for Canada. was $1,218.809;
the exports for the same period were valued for 388,938, and the
dutics collected SU171,430.76.  The value of assessed property was
§2,762,114, and the population of the city numbered about 5,000.

In 1875 the city’s progress in commercial and industrial aftans
was steady, and that year two flouring mills wero constructed
which had an aggregate capacity of nearly 400 barrels aday.
The popalation made material gain and the value of property
assessed that year was £3,031,585. .

In the year 1877 the first determined efforts for railway com-
munication with the eastern world and through the Province
were made, and as carly as February of that year the citizens
offered © bonus of 200,000 to any company that would construct
a ralway from the aity to the western boundary of the Province,
but, 1t was not until near the cluse of the following year that the
St. Vincent branch of the C. P. R. connecting with the St. Paul,
Minneap)lis & Manitoba Railway at that city was completed, and
through rail communication to the castern portion of the continent
secured. That year the population of the city increased toabout
6.500, thevalueuf property to n little over $3,000,000.  Tho tax
receipts amonnted to $67,478.68, and the civic expenditure to$55,-
569.07.

In 1879 progress was very rapid, owing to theimpetus which
milway communication gave to business, and by the close
of the year-the population fiad increased to 8,000, and the value
of assessed property to $8,415.055. .

During 1650 the city’s progress was unusually rapid and her pop~
ulation increased with amazing rapidity being, at least, 12,000 by
midsummer, whilo the valuation of assessed property was fixed at
$1,006,160. By the closc of the year railway communication was
completo to Rat Portago on the cast and Portage Ja Prairio on the
west.

With the year 188t the famous Winnipeg boom set in and the
state of inflation renched before its close can be better remembered
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by those who were residont here, than described now that itis past.
‘Chere can be no doubt, but the city and surrounding country
made during that year unprecedented progress of a lnsting deserif-
tion, and the intlux of actual settlers who had come to romain in
tho Northwest, and grow up with it, was immeasurably greater
than that of any preceeding year.  The beom, therefore, although
cartied to the most erazy excess, was not a bubble without sub-
stanee,  ‘Theenergetic manner in which thonew C. P, R. Syndicato
commenced the work of railway estension, which up to that year
had been carried on in o half-hearted and ijrresolute manner by
the Dominion Government, gave an impetus to the boom, aund in
a few months inflation was at its height and permeated every
branch of business more orless.  Prices of gowds in mercantile lines
were inflated as well as real estate and money scemed to purchaso
very little of anything. Before the close of the year the city's
popalation had reached nearly 20,000, some 5,000 of which were
loating idlers attracted by the speculative mania.

An index to the enormaus increase in the general business of
thocity is to be found in the following statistics, which we take
fram a work published carly in 1882, entitled ** Winnipeg and her
industries.

Chartered bank branches in city, 9; Loan companiex doing
business, 8; Manufacturing concerny, 893 Wholesale mereantile
concerns, 50; Retail, 1705 Miscellaneous trading, 104,

Volume of wholesale trade 188t......... Ceeeeaians .. 265,236,000
Volume of retail trade, 1881.............ovtuees. <. . D,408,000
Manufacturing, including tradesmen, 1881 ,.,........ 6,676,000
Miscellaneous, 1881 .. ... ........... Ceerteraceainas 1,800,000
Estimated loansat cluse of 1881..... e reeseaasaas 4,990,000

Althongh with the opening of 1832 the inflation in real estate
callapsed, that year was by no means ono of depression in Winnipes.
Quite a large number of mereantile and manufacturing undertak-
ings wero set on foot in the city, and the floating population
seemed during the summer rather to increase than deeronse’; so
utitch so. that in the month of July there were over 25,000 persons
in the city, and soveral thousands of these lived in tents during
the sunmner months, The resident population and number of
husiness concerns had increased =0 rapidiy during the fall and
winter of 1831, that people were contented, and in many cases
thaukful, tocarry on businessand reside in thoshed-like buildingx,
many of which could scarcely berented now forstables.  'With the
opening of spring, 1882, the work of constructing buildings of
a more substantial nature commenced in earnest, and they did
not require to be built on speenlation, as the majority of them
were leased by intending tenants before construction had pro-
ceeded very far and sometimes bofore it had commenced.  Thereal
estate boom was thus suceeeded by something like a building hoom,
and there were still many persons living in the city who firmly
halieved that the collapse of the former was anly temporary, and
that a return of inflated price’ was only a matter of a few
months, or o year at must,

The rapid construction both castward and westward of the
Canadian Pacific Railway al<o bronght a large floating, and by no
means impecunions, population to the city ; <o that altogether 1852
was by no means a dall year in mercantilo circles, and, could
reliablo figures have been reached, it wounld no doubt have shown
an aggregate of hisiness done fally as great as that of 1881, Still,
the state of trade was far from being healthy. Inflation permeat-
ed its every branch and the cost of living wasso high that shrewd
basiness men could see plainly what a revolution was necessary
before a normal state of affairs eonld be renched. Hundreds of
Immigrants wero weekly passing through the city to seck homes
on the prairie farther west; bnt its veputation for extortionato
charges had been told and magnified to them, and they passed
through it as rapidly and with as little delay as if it werca
plague-stricken district through which they must pass, but in
which they need not linger.

The business done in the city in 1882 may be guessed at, if not
reached, by the Customs statement of imports and duties collected,
which was as follows:

GOODS IMPORTED,

Goods imported (dutiable). . ... Cerireneneaeneees s $6,402,158.00
Do (free) etetrrenereveraenes  1,768,820.00
Total imported..... Cereeeacaens Cerevenenanee s $58,170,978.00

GOOBS ENTERED FOR GONSUMPTION.

Goods entered for Consumption

(dutiable) . oo 87,454,221.00

ctecesetest s et aes satins sy

Goods entered for consumption

7 T s S .or 1,958,820.00
" Total for CONSRMPLION ... evt veins nrenneonnens 39,223,051.00
Duty collected, . ... ...... .. et reeees cieensseee 21,585 456.96
Gaods entered for exportation. ... ........ R X 472,021.00

Notwithstanding theso fignres, symptoms of the coming reaction
wore felt towards the cloe of the year. A number of the smaller
business men of the city found themselves hopelessly tangled
with real estate speculations and when the opening of 1880 was
reached it was found that the year just passed throngh, unlike
the two immediately preceding it, lnd an insolvency record,
there having leen’in thoe city 19 failures, with aggregato liabil-
ities of 201N, the figures for the whole Novthwest being: In-
solvencies. 28;-Liabilities, 8280.000. .

It would not be out of place to call 1888 the year of erash in
Winnipeg's history, As it wore on, the work of separating
legitimate trade from speculation progreseed, and process was any-
thing but helpful to the former. The fact forced itself gradualiy
upon the most unwilling minds, that the collajee of real estate
speculation was to be permanent, and men who. eavly in 1852
were ranked as wealthy, entered upon 1888 with bankruptey
staring them in the face.

That contraction should follow iuflation is accepted as an
axiom of commerce by. many, and it was certainly the experience
of the city of Wianipeg in 1883; and the city was only an index
of the unsafe state of affairs all over the Northwest. When the
1st of April was reached, it was found that there had been 47
failures in the Northwest, and nearly one-half of the numnber in
Winnipeg during the first quarter of the year; the groxs
linbilities of the 47 exceoded $300,000, During thoe second quarter
the depression beeame’deeper, and 45 failures were recorded. with
gross liabilities of 8596.000. The month of July was entered upon
with o dread of panic hanging over the country, and busines-
nmen who were weak financially soun found it impossible to stand
the pressure. Banks and other financial institutions which had
encournged and fostered the reckless inflation of boom days, were
now mercilesly exacting in their demands, and many a man, who
in & a more confident state of trade could have weathered the
pressure with honor, was forced to insolvency. Nevertheless
the number of men who reached failure through purely trade
misfartunes was singularly small, over 90 per cent. of the insolvents
having succumbed” to the presure.of a real estate or other
specutlative load. There can be no doubt that a tremor ran
thraugh the whole fabric of Northwestern trade when the busines
misfortunes of the third quarter of the year were published.
showing 87 failures, with aggregate liabilitics of $1,458,000; and.
as before, the city of Winnipeg had its full proportion of this
crash.  Depression then seemed to have spent it force; and
although the last quarter of 1883 was one .of great stringeney.
comparative safety had evidently been reached, and the number of
failures dropped to 53, and their aggregate liabilities to &415.000.
The Northwestern fajlures in 1883 were thus 282 in number, and
their aggregate liabilities amounted to $2,8144,000; while the
proportion contributed by Winnipeg was 101 failures, with
aggregate linbilities of $1,750,000, .

While trade was making this black record, a _great revolution
hal been going on in other affains in the city. Speculative
extortionems hiad been nearly all swamped in the erash, and rents
of business buildings and residences dropped gradually down.
until in the opening of 18381 they were at les than half their
boom prices,  Speculators who had figured upon cornering marhets
in necessaries of life produced at home, were sadly disappointed,
and the price of almost cvery.commaodity included m what is
termed ‘‘living"” declined rapidly in value,so that 1884 was enterl
upon with everything connected with trade affairs in a healthy.
if not a prosperous, state, and as natural consequence solid, if not
rapid, progress was made during the year, as iz shown by the
following figures taken from a statistical report of the city’s traule
as presented to the Winnipeg Board of Trade, at its annual
meeting, held on February 8rd, 1885,

Trading institutions of every elass. .. oo oiviieiiainns m2
Wholesale mercantile houses..c.oonvieiiiiiiineeeecnnnenns W
Retail " "o L. Ceerreeenees Ceneeeaen A
Manufacturing 1L Cer e (]
Miscellancous 0 P PR L

RUSINESS DONE IN 1884,

814,220,005

Wholesale mereantile.........oiveiieess
5,500,600

Rotail " R R R T LR TR
Maunfacturing. contracting and building (not included
in mercamiTo) .. )

2,55 )

etev eeresssere st etet aves e s

Miscollaneotse  vvene veveen vanens Ceesteteratecsaoans D I
b 21 28,0700
Valne of imports,............ e rreeenrerans seee s S2,280061 LR

Customs duties collected . . . .. e eerenerrans densaeaess OULHULE]

In 1885 business in Winnipeg made consideralle pro-cmess
althongh the euthreak of rebellion wway: inthe far Northwest -aade
a bad interruption, and just as the spring was about toop- nup
and the prospect looked brighter than it had done for four »ears,
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THE COMMERCIAL—PANORAMNIC SUPPLEMENT.

niilitary preparations forerushing the rising occupied tho attention
more than buziness, and completely staggered mauy branches of
trade. Ior weeks in March and April the sound of the bugle
was more familiar than the clang of the hawmmer, and by the
close of tho latter months the cit.ycimd gent to the front some two
thousand men a8 soldiers, tenmsters, transport men and other
branches of tho service. Siach an exedus had a very bad effect
upon the rotail trade of the city, there boing so many less to
supply with the necessarvies of life, not to meution the comforts
and luxuries. *

On industrial affairs the effect was alw unfaveable, nud so
many artisans went to the front, that yuite a few manufacturing
concerns were practically at a standstill for three or four months.

Of the wholesale trade after the first shock was over, tho effeet
was not so unfavorable, although the liues dependant upon
building and contracting suffered very severdly, as no building
was undertaken unil after midsummer, ond heavy undertakings
of every kind were postponed until after the return of the troops
from the front. ’

TRADE PIGURES o1 1885,

The year 1835 closed with 87 houses in Winnipeg which aid
nore or less of a wholesale or jobbing business, which showsan
increase of twelve over the figures of 1881, There were no
now concerns stavted during the year, but fourteen added
jobbing to their retail trade, while two wholesale concerns went
out of business.

The 87 were divided as follows: In grain, grain products and
milling, nine; in groceries and provisions, sixteen; in dry goods
and clothing, eight; in lumber and lumber manufactures, in-
cluding furniture, twelve; in hardware, metals and stoves, ten ;
in farm machinery, seven; in boots and shoes, harness and
leather goods, four , and miscetlancous, nineteen.,

In 1831 the grocery and provision trade showed the largest
aggregato of business, but this year it had to give place to grain.
grain product and milling, which came to the Iront with an
aggregate business of §8,018,452, divided as follows: Wheat,3,-
450,100 bashels, at a cost of 82,033,600 : oats, 599,150 bushels at
a cost of $250,850 ; barloy, flax and other grains and sceds toa
value of $141,100, flour, 474,160 bags at a value of 8923,892 ; oat~
meal, bran, shorts, chopped grain and other grain productsof a
value of £160,000.

Groceries and provisions although taking asecond place during
1885, showed an increase in aggregate over 1881, and figured up to
$8,807,816.

The third in the list in 1831 was the lumber trade, but in 1885,
that place was taken by dry gouds and clothing, with an aggregate
business of $1,594,450.

Lumber and timber manufactures.took the fourth place withan
aggregate of 81,257,000, and were Ybry closely followed by hard-
ware, metals and stoves with a total of $1,226,000.

Farm machinery took the sixth place with a totalof $1,064,327,
while there is quite a wide gap between that and the next on the
list, namely, boots and shoes, harness and leather gouds which
footed up to 8517,000.

The remaining ninetcen houses were spread over a number of
branches, including paints and oils, stationery, crockery and
glassware, winesandliquors, fruits, otc,, and they showed an aggre-
gate business for the year of $1,268,000.

Thus the aggregate wholesale trade of the year footedup to
2;%%{1)3,075 or $372,028, short of that of 1881, which reached 314,-

Thisdeficiency wasmadeupasfollows: Lumbershoweda decrease
of $1,802,300 ; hardware of $277,273; farm machinery of 39,200,
and boots and shocs, harness and leather goods of $33,500; making
a total of §1,652,828 in these four branches.

On the other hand the gmin and milling business showed an in-
crease of 8562,9323 groceries and provisions of $248,500; dry goods
of 85,450, and miscellancous lines of $158,400, giving a total in-
crease of all lines of $1,280,282.

The year 1886 was one of general prosperity, and the figures of

the city’s trade as reported at the Annual Mecting were for the
year—

Wholesale Mereantile ....... vee vene.. S15,695,856

D A R

Retail Mereantilo....ovvvieiveneneverinnrinennen 6,000,000
Unelassified ... viiieiiiierneniescirenrienanns 1,750,000
Bailding ..o i it e i e e 462,000
Manufactures not included in Mereantile ........... 1,262,000

) 25,169,856

The year 1887 was a year of unusual prosperity in
the Northwest, the crop being the finest-on record, and
the average yicld the heaviest. The exports from

Manitoba for that year, according to an estimate care-
fully compiled for the Winnipeg Board of Trade, had a
alue of nearly eleven million dollars, the wheat export
alone being over 10,000,000 bushels,

It is ncedless to follow this up year after year.
Winnipeg's progress has been phenomenal for the past
ten years, and it during the past two years of depres-
sion it has been slower than usual, it bas been steady
always, while the city as a place of residence has im
proved wonderfully during the past three or four years.
The reader can catech a proper glimpse of Winnipeg’s
progress from early days, and it is now in order to
furnish some facts and figures about Winnipeg of to-
day.

WINNIPEG IN 1894,

To the visitor the City of Winnipeg presents a strange
mixtare of metropolitun and pionecr cvidences, The
broad streets, massive stone and brick business and
public buildings, electric strecet railway, and clectric
lighted strects and stores pronounce the city to be in
the very van of progress, and in no way inferior to
eastern cities of three times its population.  Again, on
the large streets, and even on some of the main
thoroughfares can be seen the fast-decaying light frame
business buildings, all relics of a vioneer period, and
taken with the evidences of solidity, all going to show
how rapidly the transition has been from a frontier
village or town to a prominent commereial ¢entre, and
a eity of considerable importance.

Winnipeg has now a population of over thirty-five
thousand, and in spite of the depression so gencral over
this continent during the past ycar, the increase in
population has up to date been steady, and still con-
tinues so. This is probably duc mainly to the fact,
that when depression spread over America in the begin-
ning of 1893, it reached Winnipeg and Manitoba gen-
crally when there was not a vestige of inflation of any
description to be met with in the city or provinee. The
community had therefore to face depression free-footed,
and without a speculative load of any description. In
cvery field, real cstate and personal property, prices
and people’s ideas were down to par and even below it.
It is confidently asserted Ly those able to judge, that at
present real estate in the City of Winnipeg is lower on
the average in price than in any city of its population
in America. It is not to be wondered at therefore, that
the depressed year of 1893 was the busicst in building
operations in Winnipeg of any year since the crazy
boom years of 1881-82. Pcoplé who had funds simply
took advantage of the low price of everything, and
built cheaply, more so indeed than they are likely to
do again for years to come.

BUSINESS FIGURES.

There arc in Winnipeg at presentabout one thousand
one hundred places of business. First among these we
mention the banks, as follows : The Bank of Montreal,
The Bank of Commerce, The Bank of British North
America, The Merchants Bank, The Imperial Bank of
Canada, The Bank of Ottawa, The Molson’s Bank, The
Union Bank of Canada, The Banque de Hochelaga, The
Banque Nationale and the: private banking firm of
Alloway & Champion. Nearly one-half of the chattered
banks of Canada are thus represented in the city.

There are in the city, including the grain and milling
firms, over one hundred houses doing a wholesale or
jobbing business, whose aggregate annual turn-over
must excecd twenty millions of dollars. The lines
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represented are Dry Gools, Groceries, Hardware,
Clothing, Boots and Shoes, Farm Machinery, Provisions,
and I"arm Produce, Fruit, Crockery and Glassware and
Furniture. '

There are in the city over one hundred manufactur.
ing institutions, a large number being small ones
representing industries that will yet assume large pro-
portions, The iron and metal industry stands first, if
we exeept flonr milling which shows the largest turn.
over, althongh it does not furnish the most employ-
ment. Two brewceries do an extensive business all
over the Northwest ; three cigar factories now cmploy
over one hundred hands, while the harness and saddlery
industry employs about ecighty. Saw and planing
mills employ about one hundred and ten hands, and the
furniture and upholstery business over forty hands,
while the manufacture of tents, awnings, mattresses
and such like employ over sixty. The Canadian Pacitic
and Northern Pacific shops, with the train hands, clerks
and other employees keep located in the city over seven
hundred hands, so that there is altogether in Winnipeg
quite & heavy demand for skilled mechanical labor of
different kinds.

The Press of the city comprises three daily papers,
one morning and two evening, any of which for size,

varicty of news and ability in conduet, could hohi their
own with the publications of large eastern cities. There
are eight weekly papers published, one being in the
German and two in the Icclandic language. There are
six monthlies published also, which m.lkcs up the entire
press of the city.

There are thirteen different loan and mortgage com-
panies doing business in Winnipeg, while several insur-
ance and other corporations have agencies here and
heavy investments in real estate mortgages. The
aggregate funds out at interest by these corporations
amounted to a year ago over $16,000,000, not to men.
tion the loans of that class made by private parties.

There are over six hundred retail mereantile institu-
tions’ in Winnipeg, representing almost cvery line of
business, while some of the leading stores would hold
their own in magnitude with those of leading eastern
cities.

The balance of the business institutions is made up
of real estate and land companies oflices, offices of
commission agents or those representing eastern,
United States and European manufacturers, fire and life
insurance agencies, and a number of other lines, too
various to be enumerated.

Such is the business structure of the City of Winnipeg
at present, and while the present gcneml‘ depression
prevents anything of a booming activity from e\xstmg,
the state of business is decidedly healthy,

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES.

Rapid as has been the growth of the City of Winnipeg,
the cducational affairs of the city have kept pace with
the general movement. In 1871 there was one small
schoolroom and one teacher in the whole loeality.
Now there are sixteen public schools, where -a good
clementary and collegiatc education can be had, free
to children of the residents of the city, and these schools
are managed by an efficient staff of seventy-eight
teachers. There is at present school accommodation for
about six thoasand pupils.

In addition to the public schools there are a number
of private academies, where the elemenmry as well as
the higher branches arc tanght.

The subjoined tables, compiled by Mr. J. Stewart
Mulvey, the Seceretary-Treasurer of the City School
Board, farnish lucid idea of the progress of education

“in Wmmpcg for over twenty yecars

TABLE SHOWING THE INCREASE OF WINNIPEG SCHOOLS AND
COMPARATIVE EXPEXDITURE SINCE 1871,

No. No. School Depart. Expenditure
Year, Tenchers, Houses, ments, for the year.
1871 ... 1 ... 1 ... 1 ........ $ 2389 00
1872 B D S L 1,719 20
1878 ........ 1 .01 .1 1,477 64
1874 ........ 2 2 2 .. 8,615 T
1876 ........ 4 2 8 .. 2,820 an
1876 ........ 4 2 4 i 6,189 138
1877 ........ 5 38 5 iieieen. 8.820 00
1878 ..., 5 3 R SRR 7,000 00
1879 ........ 8 8 8 ... 8,828 79
1880 ........ 13 8 18 ... 16,724 82
1881 ........ 18 3 3 ... 48,126 49
1882 .. ..., 86 8 8 ... ‘)2,819 36
1888 ........ 89 9 ... 89 5 91
188 ........ 44 10 41 2]
1885 ........ 48 11 48 172 93
188% ... ..... 49 11 19 ..., 78,691 81
1887 ........ 50 11 50 ... 68,212 84
1888 ....... 51 11 [ S 66,790 89
1889 ........ Gl 18 6L ......... 85,426 25
1890 61 18 6L ......... 91,679 79
bECH ] S 66 .. 14 G6 ..., 118,174 76
1802 .. ..., 67 14 67 oieen 185,811 ou
1893 .......0 78 16 - (7: S 169,697 48

The sites and Dbuildings at present in possession of
the Board arc as follows : —

1 Tort Rouge............ Brick and Stone,. 4 $20,000 vu
1 Pembingoue.neonenninn Bnick Veneer e 2 5,500
2 South Central ........ .. 10 .. 80,000 0
§ Mty ik ““‘3.5“".“’:: o} -+ 98000 a0
8 St. James Brick Vencer .... 1 1,000 0
4 Central, Nos. 1and 2 ., " w20 80,000 v
4 (,ollewmw ..............  Brick and Stone. . 10 40,000 Mo
5 North Central......... " nw ... 10 40 000 (0
5 Argyle.......oo..ee ..Brick Veneer .... 4 1(),000 o
5 I‘mkhmn .............. Brick and Stone.. 2 . 8,000 o1
5 Dafferin ......cc.ou... Brick Veneer.... 4 9,000 Ov
5 Aberdeen ............. Brick and Stone.. 8 . 25,000 00
6 Machray ..o.ovveeennn. Frame.......... 3 4,000 o
5 Princess Street Lots ... ....civivienel o 2,500 0
3 Dafferin Park Site.......cocivvieinnienn oo 7,000 00

Total.......... $327,000 ™

The foregoing tables show that the elementary educa-
tion of the rising generation is being well attended to
in Winnipeg. In the matter of higher or secondary
education the advantages within reach even of the
poorest are equally good.. The seat of the University
of Manitoba is in Winnipeg, and of institutions working
in unison with the same there are three colleges.
faint John’s, a fine college in the north end of the city,
is under the control of the Church of England, whiic
Manitoba College, an equally fine institution, nearcr the
centre of the city, is controlled by the Presbyterian
Church, and Wesley College, under the control of the
Methodist Chureh, is now having new buildings con-
structed for early occupation. Under the management
of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary there is a well conduct. |
ladies’ seminary, while across the Red River, in the
town of St. Boniface, a well-managed college is under
the control of Roman Catholic clergy, and here bots
alone are taught the higher branches. In the sa e
town is -~nother excellent academy for the training f
girls, under the management of the Grey Nuns.

Altogether, therefore, Winnipeg is quite on a |ar
with the older cities of the east in the matter of prim. 1y
and secondary edacational facilities.



CHURCIIES.

The spiritual welfare of Winnipeggers is not over.
looked by any means, for in the city the Church of
England has seven churehes, the Presbyterians seven
also, the Methodists the same number, the Roman Cath-
olics two, the Congregationalists two, the Baptists one,
There is also an Icelandic Church, and a Lutheran
organization. Altogether there is church accommoda-
tion in the ¢ity for about twelve thousand people.

Many morve points might be taken up about this won-
derful metropolis of the new Northwest, but enough has
already been given te demonstrate that its social, com-
mercial, cdueational and moral positivn is in no way
inferior to that of older and larger cities,

OVER THE PRAIRIE LAND.

INNIPEG is the lookout point of the great
prairic-land. IHere the visitor stands upon
the margin of & great streteh of fertile land,

bounded ¢n the South by the United States, on the
North by the Hudson’s Bay and the Arctic regions and
on the West by the Rocky Mountains. There are within
this vast stretch some four hundred millions of acres
of land, as rich for agricultural purposes as the world
can farnish, and where the bread for the population of
the whole world could be produced were it settled and
tilled. From the city the traveller can start over any
of three lines of railway running south-west into the
praivie-land, or over the CP.R. main line west to the
Rocky Mountains, or away to the North-west over the
M. & N.W. There are in fact 11 different lines of rail
over which a start can be made east, west, north or
south as the case may be. If, however, the traveller is
in scarch of rich land at a low price, he had better mmake
an investigation avound the city, and within a dozen
miles of its centre he. will find thousands of
acres of the richest of prairie lands, which can be
bought at from four to ten dollars an aecre. These
lands were originally granted by the Dominion Govern-
ment to the native population who were resident here
in 1870. Out of the hands of these aborigines these lands
gradually passed into the hands of speculators, who for a
time held them at raunsom prices, but were eventually
cumpelled to part with them from inability to pay
demands upon them. Now these lands are once more
in the market at abnormally low prices, and the land.
hunter would do well to examine them before locating
clsewhere:

Right around Winnipeg we say the intending settler
can secure lands by private purchase, with a number
of years allowed for payment by instalments, at from
24 to $10 an aere, and at the latter figure partially im-
proved farms can be had. It is customary for the un-
posted immigrant to rush to some far western point
when he reaches the Northwest, and not infrequently
such settlers settle where the agricultural advantages
are no better and probably not as good as in the more
thickly settled localities, while they have to wait manv
vears in. their far western locations before they can
sccure the social, religious and educational advantages
which already exist in the more thickly settled portions
they pass over without inspeetion. Parties with young
and growing families would do well to avoid this blun-
der, as in their case such advantages are of inestimable

‘alue,  Around the city of Winnipeg for instarce lands
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as gool- as the Northwest possesses can be bought at
the figuves above stated, and not only are all the advan-
tages above named thrown in, but the pecuniary
advantage of an ever ready and omniferous markes for
every article the settler can produee, will far morve
than counterbalance the cost of a few dollars an acre
paid for the land scttled on.  Lands given free in far
western points are deaver than those around the city
costing $10 an acre.

But asa large proportion of the immigrants coming to
the Northwest want free lands, the following quotation is
taken from the Dominion Government’s Official Hand
Book for their information :

FRUEE GRANTS, LTC,

Under the Dominion Lauds Regulations all surveyed even num-
hered scetions, excepting 8 and 26 (Hudson’s Bay Co. lands),
in Manitoba and the North-west Territories, which have not heen
homesteaded, reserved to provide wood lots for settlers, or other-
wise disposed of or reserved, are to be held exclusively for home-
stead,  Odd nuzbered sections (with the exception of 11 and 29,
which are school lands) for 21 miles on each sido of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, may bo generally stated to be railway lands,
parchaseable from the company, and not open for homestead.
There aro also other railway lands, which have been appropriated
in aid of similar undertakings, and gencrally speaking itmay bo
said that the sections bearing old-nmmbers ave either dispozed of
or reserved as grants in aid of the construction of railways.

Freo grants of one quarter-section (160 acres) of surveyed agri-
cultural lands may be obtained by any person who is the sole head
of a family, or by any male who has attained the age of 18 years,
on application to the local agent of Dominion Lands for the district
in which the parcel applied for is situated. and on payment of an
oflico feo of $10. At tho time of making entry the homesteader
must declare under which of the three following provisions he
clects to hold his laud, and on making application for patent must
prove that he has fulfilled the conditions named therein:

L. By makingentry and within six months thereafter erecting
a habitable house and commencing actual residence upon the land,
and continuing to reside upon it for at least six monthsia each
year for the three next saceceding years, and dving reasonable
cultivation duties during that period.

2, By making en'ry for the land. cultivating it for threo
siceessive years, 8o that at the end of that period not less than
forty acres be under cultivation ; residing for at least six months
in cach year during that time within a radias of two wmiles of the
homestead ; and crectinga house upon the homestead and residing
in it for three months before application is made for patent.,

8. By making entry and, within six months from the date
thereof, commencing the cultivation of the homestead; breaking
and preparing for crop within the first year not less than five
acres : cropping the said five acres, and breaking and preparing
for crop not less than ten acres in addition, and erecting a habit-
able house thereon before the expiration of the secund year, and
thereafter resding therein and caltivating the land for at least
six months in ench of threv years prior to the date of the appli-
cation for patent.

Persons making entry for homesiaads on or after 1st September
in any year are allowed until 1st June following to perfect their
entries by commencing the performance of their settlement duties
in accordanuce with the terms of entry in each case.

The only charge for a homestead of 160 acres is tiie entrance fee
of ten dollars. In certain cases forfeited pre-emptions and can-
celled homesteads are available for homesteads, but slightly addit-
ional fees are demanded from the settlers in each case. Full in-
formation can be obtained from the local agents,

In tho event of a homesteader desiving to secure his patent
within a shorter period than the threo or five years, as the case
may e, he will bo permitted to purchese it at the Government
price raling at the time of entry, un furnishing proof that he has
resided on the land for at least twelve months subsequent to dato
of entry, and has cultivated 80 acres thereof.

The pre-emption system has been abolished, but a settler desir-
ing to acquire a Jarger holding than 160 acres, and having the
means to pay for it, can buy fron the Government a quarter
section adjoining his homestead, one-fourth of the purchase money
being payable at the time of the sale, and the balanco in three
cqu:ﬁ’ amual instalments with interest at six per cent per annum,
or ho may be able to buy from the railway company the whole or
part of an adjoining odd-numbered section, as he may find

expedient.
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The first route we shall sclect as the pathway to the
West is-through Southern Manitoba, the Garden of the
Northwest as it is called. :

SOUTHERN MANITOBA.

—————

scope for the display of grace and power of ex-

pression in writing as the magniticent scenery of
the Rocky Mountains or the fairy-like beauty of the
Lake of the Woods aftords, it is a difticult matter to
give a description of such a district as Southern Mani-
toba, although it too has a fair share of natural beauty,
in such a sctting of words as to make it attractive to
the general reader. What is probably a great deal
better, however, it affords aiundaunce of matter of a
more practical nature which needs only to be dealt
with in the most commonplace language to give this
part of Canada an importance in the mind of the reader
second to no other district in the whole Dominion.
Southern Manitoba has been designed by Nature to be
an agricultural and pastoral country and accordingly
that sensible old dame has not wasted any time or ma-
terial in striving after effects which would tend to lessen
the area available for thost industries. The land may
be generally deseribed as rolling praivie, and is well
cut up with waterways in the shape of creeks, ravines
and rivers. The Red River is the most important of
these waterways,draining the eastern and central portion
of the country, while the Souris is the next, draining
the western and southwestern portions; sthe Pembina
River is also a strcam of considerable size. The Tiger
Iills, which lic to the south of the Southwestern or
Glentoro branch of the C.P.R.,, and extend some miles
cast and west, and the Turtle Mountains, which lic vartly
in the United States and partly in Canada, in nearly
the extreme sonthwestern part of the provinee nre the
only elevated parts of this country. It might be said
before going further, that the term Southern Manitoba
is gencrally accepted to mean only that part of the
provinee which lies to the west of the Red River, and
served by the Pembina Mountain, Souris and South-
western branches of the C.P.R. and the Morris and
Brandon braneh of the Northern Pacific. Thesc.ave the
parts that are to be herein dealt with.

This portion of Manitoba is the furthest ad-
vanced in the process of settlement and development,
It has always led in this respect. It includes among
its settlements the -rich Mennonite colony of che Muni-
cipality of Rhineland in the Red River Valley, and, the
less prosperous but still important Crofter colony at
Killarney in the Municipality of Turtle Mountain. Anex-
mination of any late map of Manitoba will show from the
number of towns and villages shown thercon that the
country is now fairly well populated, although there is
room for many thousands of settlers more. These towns
and villages are steadily growing in population, volume
of business and in commercial importance, as anyone who
makes periodical visits to them will observe, and this
may be taken as a sure evidence that the country trib-
utary to them is. also making progress. The wooden
shacks which have in times past been doing duty as
stores and office-buildings are yearly giving place in
increasing numbers to buildings of brick and stone or
of good lumber, and these arc commodious in size and
fitted with the most modern conveniences. The resi-
dential buildings are also being built in a great deal

IN a publication of this kind, where there is such

better style now., In the carlier days the merchants
and others who inhabit these towns were content to live
in shacks of the tar-paper style of architecture, built
principally with a view to keepihg out the rain and
cold, and it was not always that they did even this
Now it is nothing to sce houses going up under the
supervision of eity architeets, and on the most modorn
plans, Some of the residences of Southern Manitoba
would do eredit to any city on the continent.  And not
only are the people of the towns going in for fine houscs
but the faymers ave as well. During the slack time
between sced-time and haying in the present yehr,
from six to cight hundred dollars’ worth of lumber was
taken out of the town of Gretna every day by the farm-
cis of the surrounding district, to be used in buildings.
Many other places in Southern Manitoba were doing at
the same time a proportionately large business.

The best way tostudy Southern Manitoha after getting
such general information as has already been given
herein, is to take the lines of railway and follow them,
taking up the towns as they are reached. ILet us do
that. IFirst in order of importaice of these lines is the
Pembina Mountain branch of the C.P.R., which runs in
& southerly direction from Winnipeg to Rosenfeldt,
where it makes a junetion with the Great Northern line
to the south,!and then turns west, running through the
municipalities of Rhineland, Stanlcy, Pembing, Louise,
Turtle Mountain and Winchester, till it joins the Souris
branch at Napinka. This Sourvis branch runs from
Kemnay on the main line of the C.P.R. in a south-
westerly direction till it reaches the western boundary
of the province and then turns west, running to lstevan
where it forms & junetion with the Soo line from St.
Paul in the United States to Moosejaw, N.W.T., on the
C.P.R. main line. After leaving Winnipeg the Pem
bina Mountain branch runs through some veiy pretty
French sctilements in the Red River Valley and on to
the town of Morris. This is onc of the oldest towns in
Manitoba It first came into prominence in the boom
days and bade fair to be a place of eonsiderable import
ance. Fate however ruled otherwise. Injudicinus
management placed it in a bad financial position from
which it is only now beginning to show signs of recov
ery. The place is an ordinary country town with
probably abouc 300 inhabitants. It serves a rich and
prosperous section of country and will no doubt here
after make substantial progress. It is exceptionally
well served with railways having the Northern Pacific,
Great Northern and C.P.R. trains passing through it
daily to and from Winnipeg and al'® points in Southern
Manitoba and the United States.

The next place on this line is Rosenfeldt Junction, a
very small village in the municipality of Rhineland.
The business done here is largely with the Mennonites,
The tand in the immediate viecin,ty of Rosenfeldt is not
yet fit for occupation, being low and liable to flood in
the wet seasons. It is the intention of the municipal
council to construet a drain through this low part this
year at a cost of several thousand dollars and thus
reclaim the Jand and make it fit for cultivation. South
of Rosenfeldt on the international houndary betwen
Cunada and the United States, and reached hy the G at
Northern Railway, is the town of Gretna. This pl e
is now and always has been one of the most substau: .l
towns in Manitoba. It is the market for the populius
Mennonite reserve which surrounds it. The population
is estimated at 500. Its stores are among the largest
and best-stocked in ‘the province. It has elevator

- accommodation for about 100,000 bushels of grain, .md
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\N} HEN YOU WANT reliable informa-

tion of any kind, about anything,—
you ask people who

WHEN YOU WANT to find the place
to buy the latest Dry Goods, at the lowest
prices in Manitoba, ask Winnipeg Ladies,—
peoplie who know.

IT IS A LONG TIME since this store
filled the popular idea of the people’s store—
the low-priced store—the place of all others
for new goods, and plenty of them.
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#J. & T. BELL&

...... ..MANUFACTURERS OF......

Fine Boots and Shoes.

To the Consumer we would say, agk for our. goods.

They are well ‘known and almost every'retail‘ dealer who

handles better class good$, is compelled to carry them in stock.

We depend. upon no useless patent, or crotchet of aﬁy

inyentive crank, on which we ask- patrons to pay a Royalty.

Our goods are made to combine appearance and comfort,

and many years of practical .exparience have been spent in

securing this- combination,

. Our goods are simply what we -name them.

Fme 13@’(5 cmd Sl)oes

To the trade it is unnecessary to say anythmg, futther than we let no opportumty shp to
improve the quality of our lines, and we, take second place to no. manufacturer in Canada

» v ]

FACTORIES. AND.OFFICES: 7 e GODBOLT, Northwestem Agent

Notre DAME STREET EAST, MONTREAL e WINNIPEG MAN

><>< EERERREREER

The paper used in. thls pubhcatwn is- manufactuted by The Canada Papet Co Monnreal
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The Winnipeg Jewellery Go.

Our travellers are now on” the road with
samples for Fall and Christnas delivery.
We are prepaved to be ahead of any this year
in price and quality. Smulfbr:pwhwhme and
saiples on approbation,

433 and 4306 MAIN ST., WINMPEG, MAN,

J. B OHOWARD, J. K. STRACHAN,® R L. ME. \lm\\s
President. . SeeoTreas, - Manager.

Winnipeg Jobbers Union

COR. PRINCESS & McDERMOT STS.

Merchants from outside points will find it to their advantage to visit this establishment during
their stay in the city.

$7,000 WORTH OF FURS,

In Coats, Caps, Jackets, Mitts and Gloves.

‘gldfzfigg Boots and eﬂaed,_ Seneral
Dry Soods, 6te, 6te, 6e

THE F\Rmv AND NAVY STORE

. Wholesale and Retail .

CIGARS, TOBACCO0S; PIPES, AND

R Army and
SMOKER’S SUPPLIES, Y

Navy
Store. -

a¥2 a¥2 o¥2

B o o e e

€4y 4y 74>

Give a call at the Army and Navy while you are
in fhe ciiy.

537 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG. WM. BROWN, Proprietor,
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MANUFACTURERS OE‘

TENTS. AWNINGS AND WACCON AND CART COVERS,

Also of Mattresses and all kinds: of Woven ere Goods. ,u

" 'We are.the’ LargestManufacturers of these:goods West:of Toronto. . : .
CAMPERS; SPOR"'SMFN PROoPECTORS and SURVI‘YORS should not fail to ﬁt out at ‘our \\arehouse
for their trip:

CORNER OF anncEss AND WINL IPD

ALEXANDER STREETS.

Agents for the * Eclipse” Files and Bmdmg Cases. T R
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THE ONLY WAY

That this vast country described herein
, can be reached is by the

Canadian
Pacific
Railway.

IS LINES EXTEND FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC.

ITS ACCOMMODATIONS, in Sleeping Cars, First and Secomd Class, in Dining Roums and Hotels,
ete,, are unsurpassed.

If you are travelling anywhere in Canada, or cuntamplate going to the United States, Europe, China,
Japan or Australia, go by the CANADIAN PACIFIG RAILWAY. Ask any of their agents for
particulars, rates, time tables, descriptive pamphlets, ete. ’

The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. own millions of acres of the
best Farming Lands in the worlid.

For full descripti'oh.ot‘ the country, and of the Government Free Lands, send for a copy of

Western Canada,
Free Farms Folder,
= Northern Alberta Folder,

To Le had free on application to ARCHER BAKER, European Traffic Agent, 67 and 68 King William St,, E.C,
and 30 Cuckspur Strect, S.W., London, Eugland, 67 St. Vincent Strect, Glasgow, Seotland, 7 James Street,
Liverpool, England ; 105 Market Street, Manchester, England ; or to '

R. KERR, ‘ D. McNICOLL,

General Passenger Agent C. P. R, General Passenger Agent, C.P.R.
WINNIPEG. MONTREAL.

The inks with which this Number is printed are manufactured by A. Ramsay & Son, Montreal.



R.J. WHITLA & CO.

Importers and Wholesalers of

gX\ZZ‘IZZX‘XXXXZXXXZV P I I I I DT DRI R
:: FALL & WINTER, '94. M E Vur premises are a
K M o
n B rul( you l»ll.\' 9 a the ]mg‘”Sb .m“l R
M for the senson soe M M most  commadious, §
N our samples of new ’ § and our facilities »
ﬂ voods with our i: H for doing husiness, ’é
w travellers on o the 59 M the best of any N
:: road, or call at our s g house in the tr ]
warchouse and in- »e by vusen the trade W
M speet ournew stoek, {: § in Western Canada. E
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sMen'’s Furmshmgs Dry Goods Carpets, -

PUR GOOVS AND FANCY GOODS.

Our Stoek for Fall and Winter of 1804 is now complete in every detail, and should be seen
by intending purchasers coming to town,

Corner McDermott and Albert Streets, - WINNIPEG, MAN.

iy | hompson,

# S : : P

gudnge Codville & G
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Wholesale Grocers, Winnipeg, Man.

THE FAMOUS———— =3
TAN\ILKANDE INDO CEYLON TEA.
IN RED LABEL, WHITE LABEL, BLUE LABEL,
1 Ib. Packages. FOR SALE ONLY BY . . . .
o 1m, casa._| ~Thompson, Codville & Go.,

WINNIPEG.

The inks with which this Nusler is printed e manufactured by A Ramsay & Son, Montreal.
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ships annually o large shave of the Red River Valley
crop. Last year the crop of wheat in all the country
tributary to it averaged 25 bushels to the acre of the
very finest grade. Nearly all of the customs business
of Manitoba and of the Northwest ‘Territories is done
through this port.

West of Rosenfeldt on the Pembina Mountain branch
the first town is Plum Coulee. 'This place is of consid.-
crable importance as a grain marke: and distributing
point, It Las & elevators and grain warchouses. A
new elevator was erected there last year of about 20,000
bushels capacity by Messrs, Bowman & Nichols. This
place also deals largely with thé Mennonites  The next
point west is Winkler, a new town or village of some
promise, and then comes Morden, the largcst and most
influential place in Southern Manitoba.

Morden is in the municipality of Stanley and is dis-
tant from Winnipeg about 80 miles. It has a branch of
one of the Canadian charvtered banks, express and
telegraph offices, several churches, two mills, tive eleva-
tors with an aggregate capacity of about 200,000
bushels, a carriage factory, foundry, &c. A stone
school-house i3 being crected this year at a cost of sev-
cral thousand dollars which will compare well with
anything in the provinee. The population of the town
is estimated to be about 1,200 people.

Passing on west the railway next runs through
Thornhill and Darlingford, two very small places, and
comes to Manitou. This is well known as one of the
centres of the cattle-raising industry of Southern Mani-
toba. The municipality in which it is situated is known
as Pembina, and is one of the best stock distriets in the
province. The cattle are raised for shipment and many
carloads are annually sent from here to the markets of
the Old Country. The town also possesses a cheese
factory which has won honors at various exhibitions for
its products. There are three grain clevators heve, the
usual complement of stores, business places, hotels, &e.
The distance from Winnipeg is 102 miles and the popu-
lation about 500. One evidence of the substantial
nature of Manitou’s business is the fact that the Massey-
Hareis M'f’g Company, which supplies nearly all the
farm implements used have not had during the past
three years to spend a cent in legal plocccdm"c for the
recovery of debt.

The next point west is La Riviere, a village in the
valley of the Pembina River. About this place there is
some vory pretty seemery, the great banks of the river
with their covering of scrub and trees making a splen-
did background to the village. A new hotel has been
established at this point which furnishes good accom-
modation for visitors. ‘This place is very often resorted
to by Winnipeggers in the summnier holidays.

Pilot Mound like Manitou is well known for its cattle
husiness. The annual shipment of cattle from here to
the Montreal and Old Country markets amounts to a
areat many carloads. The municipality of which this
place is the chief town is called Louise. There are four

grain elevators here and good stores in all lines. The

population is about 400.

Crystal City, Clearwater, Cartwright and ITolmfield
are each places of some importance as grain centres,
tat with the exception of the first-named place they
have not yet reached u& stage in their development
which would entitle them to be called towns. Itis near
Crystal City that the on. Mr. Greenway, premier of
the provinee, has .his farm.

Killarney is a town ot considerable size—probably
300 inhabitants. It is the centre of a good farming

district and turns over a large amount of business in a
year. It is maintaining a steady growth and has a
number of new buildings to show for last year. It is
chiefly noted for the beauty of a small lake on which it
is situated and from which it talkeos its name. This
place bade fair at one time to become the most popular
summer resort in Manitoba, but Rat Portage has taken
that business almost entirely away from it. Some
people may still be found eamping on the lake in the
sunnnetr.

Ninga i3 a small but very busy place cleven miles
west of Killarney, and next to it is Boissevain, in some
respeets one of the best towns in Manitoba. It has a
number of fine stone buildings, good hotels, lumber
yards, grain clevators and a chartered bank. It is the
chicf town of the municipality of Morton, which is so
named after one of the early citizens of the tow..

Whitewater is a place which is as yet hardly worthy
of notice by reason of the volume of business which is
done there although it has a large grain elevator and
takes in considerable grain every fall and that usually
of extra good quality. But the place is noted for the
excellent shooting which the lake on which it is situa-
ted affords. Ducks and geese may be seen here in the
fall literally in nillions. Sportsmen come from all
over the province and some from castern Canada and
the United States to this place for their shooting.

Deloraine is a well-known town. It was for a long
time the terminus of this line of railway, for which
reason the line is still often ealled the Delovaine branch.
Next to Morden this is the largest town on the line. It
has a population of about 700. ‘There is a fine stene
hotel—one of the best in the province outside of Winui-
peg—good schools and churches, and several fine store
buildings. This place has been much talked about_for
the cxperiment being made by the (iovernment of
Canada and the town authorities jointly in well- drilling.
An artesian well has been sunk on the main street to a
depth of nearly two thousand feet for the purpose of
finding a better water supply than is now obtainable,
Water has been found but it is of a peculiar quality.
1t is supposed by the scientists who are looking into the
subject that an underground river has been tapped.
The water is slightly salty and contains exactly the
same chemical properties as the water in the famous
hot springs at Banff. Those who have used this water
for bathing, and many of the townspeople use it for
that purpose all the time, say that it has the same effect
on the body as the Banff water. A new industry has
been established in Deloraine this year, that of cheese-
making. It is expected that the venture will be entirely
successful.

I'rom Decloraine west, to the junction of thlS line with
the Souris branch at \Yapml\a the road is comparatively
new and the country sparsely settled. The land is
good though and will no doubt soon attract to itself
scttler: who will put it under cultivation.

Thz next line in the C.P.R. Southern Manitoba system
is the Glenboro or Southwestern branch. This serves
the country between the Morris & Brandon branch of
the Northern Pacific and the main line from Winnipeg
to the coast, It runs in a westerly direction from
Winnipeg for seven or cight miles and then turns south
crossing the Assiniboine River at Ileadingly. After
passing Starbuck and Fanmnystelle, two unimportant
stations, it comes to Elmm Creek where it forms a june-
tion wnth a spur line to Carman.

Carman is a well-known and well-established town,
though unfortunately it is somewhat scattered. The
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Boyne River runs through the centre of the townsite,
separating it into two parts which might almost be
considered as two scparate towns,
here is very fertile and well adapted for mixed farming.
The farmers have mostly all been in the district for
several yearsand they arve consequently well established
and well-to-do. The groves about Carman are favorite
pie-nic grounds with the people of Winnipeg.

- Retarning to the Elm Creek, the line pursues.a west-
erly course past Rathwell station to Treherne, a village
of considerable promise, and then on to Holland, a rail-
road divisional point. This, like Carman, is an old
scttlement and the people are ail doing well,

Cypress River is a small place which takes its name
from the river flowing northward and emptying into
the Assiniboine.

Glenboro is the old terminus ¢f this line before it was
extended a couple of years go to form a junction with
the Souris branch at the town of Souris. This is the
centre of a very prosperous settlement including among
its most successful farmers a number of Icelandic fami-
lies who located here several years ago. The town has
a bank, law offices, doctors, a local weekly paper, sev-
eral well-stocked general stores, two hotelg, four grain
elevators, blacksmith, carriage and harness shops, &c.

*Tts population i3 now about 500 people. The town is
generally regarded as one of the coming centres of
business in Manitoba.

The portion of this line between Glenboro and Souris,
where, as has already been said, it forms a junction
with the Souris branch is comparatively new and the
stations which are the nucleus of the future towns have
not yet had timne to accumulate around them the stores
and business places neccessary to cntitle them to the
dignity of being called by that name.

The Souris branch we have already mentioned runs
from Kemnay on the main line southward to Souris
town where it is joined by the Southwestern brauch,
and from thore on past Menteith, Melgund and Napinka,
where it i3 joined by the Pembina Mountain branch—
to Melita, and from there due west to Estevan inthe
Territory of Assiniboia where it forms a janction with
the Soo line, Souris and Melita are the two principal
towns on it, although the otner places mentioned all
give promise of becoming good points as soon as the
districts around them fill up with farmers.

Souris is situated on the-river of that name in the
munieipality of Glenwood. The banks of the river
valley at this.point are very high and steep and nearly
a mile across, although the river itself ouly forms a
narrow silver thread in the bottom of the valley. The
townsite, is a very pretty one, and moreover it‘has a
very fertile country surrounding it to justify its exist-
ence. At this place the large flour mills of McCulloch
& Herriott are situated, the flour of these having con-
siderable fame for its excellent quality. There is a
chartered bank here, and the usual complement of
stores, &c. Some of the buildings occupied by these
institutions are of brick and unusually good in style.

From Souris the Pipestone branch, a new short line
of the C.P.R. Co's,, runs away to the west through a
section of cour try which promises to become one of the
favorcd districts of the future. The town of Reston is
situated at the terminus of the branch. It is not yet
two years old.

Melita is & newer place than any of those already
dealt with. It sprang into existence when the railroad
through the district in which it is situated became a
surety. That was about three years ago. This town

The country round.

i3 also situated on the Souris River but a good many
mileg nearcr its source than the town of Souris. For
two Or three years the settlers in the country tributary
to Meclita were blessed with unusually good crops of
grain, and that fact acting ns an advertisement gave
such an impetus to settlement that some farmers cven
moved from.other parts of Manitoba to this place. "Last
year results were not so satisfactory, although the crop
was still a fairly good onc. The settlers had been led
by the phenomenal yields of previrus years to look for
far moreithan reason dictates will be the average result
for this part, and they are conscquently beginning to
have their ideas of fuwure greatness somewhat pared
down and aresettling into the steady ways of living and
managing which after all are more conducive to success
in farming. There is a good roller process flour mill at
Melita, newly built last year, and a finc stone hotel.
The population is about 400,

This completes the enumeration of the towns and
villages on the C.P.R. branch lines in Southern Mani-
toba. The only other linc is the already mentioned
Morris & Brandon branch of the Northern Pacific Rail-
road Company. This line is of later construction than
either of the two of the C.PP R. Company which lie to the
north and south of it. The country which it serves has
already however made great progress in secttlement
and there arc now some important towns on the line.
Miami and Wawunesa are the largest of these. One or
more storcs have been cstablished at mearly cvery
station. The districts served possess about the same
attractions as many of those already described herein,
namely, good facilities for grain growing and pasture
for cattle, This line crosses the C.I.R. Southwestern near
Methven station and rans northwest from there to the
City of Brandon. It has a daily passenger service
between Winnipeg and Brandon and in the busy season
carries a large amount of freight to and from its varions
towns.

With this information before him the reader should
now be able to get a fair idea of the progress which las
been made by Southern Munitoba towards settlement
and the development of industries. Somne of the parts
mentioned are already so thickly populated that no
land can be had in them at any price, while others have
only recently commenced to receive the people who are
to rule their destinies in the future. There is now very
little free land to be obtained in Southern Manitoha,
hereafter the settler if he wants to have a good farm,
and nobody would think of locating on anything elsc,
must purchase it, either from one of the land companies
which hold grants in this part or from private individ-
uals. Some improved farms can be had at middling
low figurés in most of these distriets, the owners having
through death, sickness, removal or bad management
been taken away from them. Prices for lands run all
the way from three to tweniy dollars an acre, according
to location and condition. Southern Manitola is a -afe
country to settle or invest money in, It hasnow a
history as a settled country which indicates thot it
is destined to become a thoroughly substantial grain-
raising, stock and dairying district. It does not po-sess
nor claim absolute immunity from tides of prosp.rity
and adversity, such as come, apparently at regmlr
intervals, to other parts of the world, but it docs +laim
and on the very best of grounds that it offers ax good
inducements to the bona fide settler as any other place
under the sun, and immeasureably better induceroents
than most of those which are now bidding for a sh re of
the world's emigration. Settlers in any of the parts
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hercin mentioned if they exercise only ordinary pra-
dence and forethought in the management of their
aftiirs are bound (o become happy and well-to-do.

FLOUR-MILLING IN WESTERN CANADA. )

LOUR-MILLING is by far the most important
industry cavrvied on iu the prairie region of
Canada. About cvery place approaching the

size of o respectable village, has its flour mill.  As wheat
is the chiet’ product of the country, it is only natural
that flour-milling should be the chiet industry. Manu-
facturing industries are usually located either for con-
venience of supply of raw material, or near the market
for the manuafactured product. In this case it is the
supply of raw material which induces the loeation of
flour mills here. The supply of raw material is also of
the highest quality obtainable anywhere. The markes
for the manufactured product is found all over Canada,
from the Pacific to the Atluntic coast, while some export
business is also done in Manitoba flour. During the
last few years Manitoba flour has gained an established
reputation all over the Dominion. A stecady demand
has now been created for the product, which is certain
to gradually increase. A certain portion of the con-
suming public all over Canada will now have Manitoba
flour and. no other, The fact that this demand exists
was plainly set forth in the price of wheat in the Yrov-
ince of Ontario last winter and spring. Ontario millers
were paying from 15 to 20 cents per bushel move for
Manitoba wheat than they were paying for Ontario-
grown wheats. The reason for this is obvious. The
demand exists -for Manitoba flour, and the castern mil-
lers were obliged to produce a certain portion of these
grades of flour in order to protect their trade, regardless
of the cost of wheat. As all wheats were relatively
lngher in the west the past season than in eastern mar-
kets, Manitoba wheants were accordingly held at a big
premium over eastern wheats. Notwithstanding this
condition of the markets, eastern millers were obliged
to take a certain proportion ot Manitoba hard wheat,
regardless of the price, owing, as stated, to the fact that
a portion of the trade demands these grades of flour.

The history of flonr-milling in Manitoba and the adja-
cent wheat districts extends only over a little more
than a decade of years. At least this is the case so far
as the modern system of milling is concerned. The
original Selkirk colonists manufactured flour in a prim-
itive way, first by hand-mill, and later with stones
worked by wind or water-power. At a later period in
the history of the country steam was introduced to
operate stone-process mills, and at the time the country
was connected with the outside world by railway com-
munication, there were a number of stune-process mills,
operated by steam or other motive power. They were
all, however, small mills, operating for local trade only.
These old style mills have now gone out of use in the
older settlements. A few are still operated for local
purposes in isolated settlements, remote from the lines
of railway, principally in northern settlements which
have not been opened to railway communication.

The new or roller-process of milling was first estab-
lished in Manitoba in the year 1882. In that year the
large Ogilvie mill, which has since been greatly
«nlarged and improved, was established in Winnipeg
with a capacity of about 800 barrels per day. In the
same year D. H. McMillan & Co., who had previously

operated a stone-process mill in Winnipeg, converted
their mill over to the new systent. This latter mill was
burned some years ago. Sonte years later the Hudson'’s
Bay Co’s. mill in Winnipeg was overhauled and con-
verted to a roller-process mill.  Last year the Ogilvie
Milling Co’s. mill in Winnipeg, was cnlarged and im-
proved at an expensc of about $80,000, and is now one
of the finest mills in the world, though there arc mills
of much greater capacity. Winnipeg has therefore
still only two mills—the same number as in 1882, the
burned mill not having been replaced.

Since 1882, the year in which the first modern-process
mills were established, a large number of miils have
been erected at points all over the wheat sections, The
moss important event since 1882 was the completion in
1889 of the large mill at Keewatin, by The Lake of the
Woods Milling Co.,, with a capacity of 1000 barrels.
This mill has since been enlarged to about 1800 barrels
capacity per day, making it the largest mill in Canada.
Three years later the same company established another
mill at Portage la Prairie, with a eapacity of 600 bar-
rels per day. Both thesc mills, of course, grind Mani.
toba wheat exclusively., The other mills are scattered
all over the country, and vary in size from 50 to 300
barrels’ capacity per day. There has been no concen-
tration of the industry at any particular point, no one
place having more than two mills, and Winnipeg and
Portage la Prairie are the only points where more than
one mill are located. About half-a-dozen miills have
been burned, but notwithstanding this loss there are a
total of about sixty mills in the country at the present
time. This shcws that flour-milling is by all odds
the most important manufacturing industry in the
country, and doubtless it will continue in the front rank
for many years to come.

Oatmmeal milling has made some progress, and there’
are now four or five of these mills in Manitoba.

NORTHWESTERN MANITOBA.

HE portion of the immense stretch of country
which this number desceribes, which is em-
braced by the term Northwestern Manitoba, is
that which lies to the north of the main line of

the C.P.R. and tributary to the Manitoba and North-
western Railroad. Physically it is not materially
different from the other divisions of the province
except that the prairie is of a more rolling natare, and
is heavily wooded in some places. The large body of
water known as Lake Manitoba occupies a portion of
this part of the province and stretches from near the
station of Westbourne to away beyond the limits of
settlement. Lake Dauphin with its famous farming
district is also located in Northwestern Manitoba. The
Riding and Duck Mountains are the principal hill
features. The land has all the richness so character-
istic of the province, and is admirably adapted for
grain, root and vegetable growing, and farnishes
excellent pasturage for stock. The prineipal rivers are
the Assiniboine and the Little Saskatchewan, the latter
emptying into the former near Brandon.

As already stated, this country is served by the-line
of railway called the Manitoba and Northwestern.
The road extends from Portage la Prairie on the main
line of the C.P.R. in a northwesterly direction to the
town of Yorkton in the territory of Assiniboia, a



THE COMMERCIAL—PANORAMIC SUPPLEMENT.

distance of 223 miles, This is an independent road,
the property of 1inglish and Kastern eapitalises, although
now through an unfortunate combination of circum.
stances, itis in the hands of a receiver. 1t has a splendid
cquipment of rolling stock, and is in many respecets o
model line of railway. The company possesses a good
land grant which will in time yield handsome returns
from sales. ‘I'he objective point of the road at present
is the town of Prince Albert, described elsewhere in
this number, the idea being to furnish the rich Saskat-
chewan Valley, with a short route to Winnipeg and the
cast. It is not improbable that before very many years
this linc will be extended not only to Prince Albert,
but away through the Saskatchewan country and
British Columbia to the Pacific Coast. This at lcast is
the ambition of its projectors. At present its charter
provides for the construction of twenty miles of road
annually until Prince Atbert is rcached, but the un-
precedented depression which is being experienced in
the money centres of the world, has made it so difticult
for the company to finance for this that permiseion has
been granted the company by the Dominion Govern-
ment to discontinue construction in the meantime, The
trains of the Manitoba and Northwestern have running
privileges over the C.P.R. tracks from Portage In
Prairie to Winnipeg, so that the Company is able to
give direct gervice between all points on the line and
Winnipeg.

In Manitoba the northwestern part of the province is
regarded as the coming stock and dairying region,
althoagh, as has been atready stated, it is well adapted
for grain.raising also, Already there is a large busi-
ness done with the farmers along this line in buying
cattle for shipment, and some of the districts have a
wide reputation for dairy products.

Taking the towns on the railway in their order from
Portage la Prairie we come first to Macdonald, a very
small place, important only as a grain centre, and
Westbourne, a leading cattle market.

Gladstone is the first town of importance. This is
quite a large place, thoroughly surveyed and organized
and with a complete complement of stores and oftices
and a private bank. There are three grain elevators
here with a joint capacity of about 80,000 bushels, and
a good flour mill,

Arden has grain elevators, a flour mill, hardware and
general stores, implement agencies, &(., and is thc
market town for a fine farming country.

Neepawa is the principal town on this line and one of
the largest in the provinee. 1t is 117 miles from Win-
nipeg, is well equipped with schools and churches, has
a fine town hall, a very fine brick hotel, and several
cqually good brick store buildings, four grain elevators,
a flour mill, foundry, private and chartered tanks, and
is in every way entitled to the dignity of townslup.
Its citizens display in their business operations an un-
usual amount of ability, and it is to this that the leading
position of the town is largely due. The place has only
one drawback, it is divided into two parts, and these
have given place at timies to local jealousies which have
to some extent retarded progress. But this feeling has
now almost disappeared, and the two parts will gradu-
ally become one as the place builds up. The furmers
in the surrounding district arc prosperous and pro-
gressive,

Minnedosa is the next place of importance. It is
situated in the valley of the Little Saskatchewan River
and is divided into two parts by the river, these parts
being made accessible to cach other by a substantial

iron bridge. Irom this place the spur line ealled tho
Saskatchewan and Western branches oft from the main
line and runs down the river valley to Rapid City

This branch is operated by the M. & N, W. Co. Minne-
dosa has several lavge grain clevators, a good flour
mill, banks, stores, oflices, &e., and is in every respecet
a leading town.  Its situation is a very pretty one, and
the suwrrounding country is well scttled, although there
are still plenty ot farms to be had by new scttlers.
During the past two years the town has made substan-
tial progress in building. Amongthe new blocks being
two very fine stone ones, occupicd by stores and oftices.
Its population is about seven hundred,

Rapid City is situated at the terminus of the Saskatch-
ewan and Western branch in the valley of the Little
Saskatchewan River. Its name i3 rather a mislead-
ing one, although no doubt given with the best of
intentions. The population of this place i3 about three
or four hundred. Of late years it has for some unac-
countable reason not been making very rapid progress,
although it has gone ahead to some extent. At one
time this bade fair to be a leading provineial town—
perhaps it will be yet. It has onc advantage which
will go far towards placing it in the front rank, and
that is water power. By daming the river & very fair
measure of power is obtained. This is already partly
utilized by the flour and woollen mills locuted here.
This woollen mill tarns out a very good quality of
coarse yarn and biankets, made from wool procured
in the district. Tue four mill which is of several hun-
dred barrels capacity is run in connection with the
woollen mill, the whole being the property of Messrs,
McCulloch & Co. The country around Rarid City is
unusually rieh, producing grains and all field plants in
great abundance under the simplest cultivation. It
also affords splendid facilities for stock-raising, and this
industry is extensively gone into by the farmers. The
district has an alternative route to Winnipeg and the
cast or west via the Great Northwest Central Railway,
which passes within four miles of the town, running
from Brandon to llamiota. Busses from the hotels mect
every train on this line. Farms can be obtained in this
district either improved or unimproved at from four to
ten dollavs an acre,

Getting back to Minndosa and the main line again
the traveller procecds westward past Newdale and
Strathelair, both small places, to Shoal Lake. This place
is emaller than Rapid City in the number of buildings
it contains but the annual turnover of business is pro-
bably fully as large. It takes its name from a lake
on which it is situated. Itis the market town of the
Municipality of Shoal Lake and is a good grain centre,
It is famous for its butter, dircet shipments being made
to many parts of Western Canada cven as far as Brid<h
Columbia. The Hudson’s Bay Company hasa branch
store here,

Birtle, the next important pomt; west, is situated in
the valley of the Bird Tail Creek in the Municipality «f
Birtle. The town is some little distance from the rail-
way station and is reached by busses which meet every
train, This is one of the most substantial towns on the
line. It has a lumber mill which cuts a considerable
quantity of lumber for local consutnption every year
the logs being floated down, from the woods to the
north, in the creek. It has a flour mill of 150 barrels
capacity, the property of the Arrow Milling Compuny.
The town has two unusually good hotels.

Binscarth is about 18 or 20 miles west of Birtle and
about half its size. ‘I'he business of the place extends



U 12l
L

My N K Lo - N v b,
3 P i)

HARVESTING IN ASNINIROIA.

MEDICINE HAT FROM THE FAST HILL



13¥ ALY

e

SHok LARE, ¥

nowsk

‘l"

A

®, NEAR IMNISY

Y

£ RED DE

1ATTI

TON, souTH EUMONTOR.

DMON

HOTEL



v
>

]

E

OGILVIES
FLOUR

Still stands mequaltled for strength, purity and economy in use among all the milling produets of Canade.

V ) were the first in Canada to grind a bushel of Maxrrona
Harp Wnear. They are now the best equipped, and united

have by far the largest capacity of any other milling
concern in the Dominion.

EXPERIENCE BRINGS PERFECTION, mnd Ogilvies’ experience in grinding Maxrropy Hard Wugar
aite-tdates all vther Canadian millers.  The flour produced at Ogilvies’ Mills is therefore

THE BEST PRODUGED IN GANADA.

Use it and be satistied that the statements made here are beyond contioverting.

MILILS AT

WONTREAL, SEAFORTH, GODERICH & WINNIPEG.

CORNELL, SPERA & 0,

WaoLtsaLe DEALERS IN

Men’s Furnishings,
HOSIERY, ‘SHIRTS, COLLARS

TIES, &c.,

Corner Princess & Banmatyne Bis.,

WINNIPEG, MAN.

Headquarters for

DAY 001

9

Our purchases for the Fall and Christinas trade
have nearly all arived, and we have our samples well
displayed, so that our customers can readily select
their stock.  Dealers, when in the city, shbould not
fail to call and see us.

We have a grand line in

FANCY GOODS.

In DOLLS we have neuldy one hundeed kinds to
select from.  Frames, Mirrors, Albwns and Toys in
splendid variety.  Books, Booklets and Christinas
Cards, Also fine range in Blocks and Games, Call and
see us, send in your orders or wait for our travellers.

PARSONS. BELL & GO.

Winnipey, July, 1894,
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r€ %OQ t perly heating your P

. house, if so, notice .

these two furnaces, and write us for catalogue ol [
and prices. : . ' ’
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WE ARE ALSO HEADQUARTERS FOR

AN
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PAINTS and OILS, ARTISTS" MATERIALS of all kinds, in fact anything in the Paint Line
including a very fine line of Brushes, Plaie Glass, Ordinary Window Glass, and the latest ‘
designs in Fancy Glass. What about Stoves, both heating and cooking, wood or coal, these
we can quote very low this season.  We also carry a full line of Tinware and Tinners’ Sundries.

Don't place your Fall Orders without seeing samples or g‘étting quotations from
WILSON'& CO.,

Wholesale Agents for Clare Bros. & Co., Preston, Ont., 180 Market Avenue, East,

Manufacturers of Stoves, Furnaces, Hollowware, Registers, etc. WINN]PEG M ANITOB A.

McGLARY'S FAMOUS STOVES

(LONDON. TORONTOQ. MONTREAL. WINNIPEG. VANCOUVER.)

Have been tested by the people for nearly HALF A CENTURY Take no others said to be
just as.good. If your local dealer does not keep them, write us,

OUR FAMOUS FURNACES lave no cqual. Thomuglﬂy tested, Producing the greatest amount of
heat with the least amount of fuel. Every heater guaranteed. No dust., No Smoke. No Gas. No Soot.
EFFICIENT, ECONOMICAL, DURABLE. THE LARGEST VARIETY IN AMERICA.

eemeganze <« THE MoGLARY MANFG. CO0., 529 MAIN ST., WIKIPEC, * .2aigeow

The paper used in this publication is manufucturcd by The Canada Paper Co., Montreal.
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over a very large area of country. The district is
fairly well settled and the farmers are in good c¢ircum.
stances. They go in principally for stock.raising, in fact

they negleet grain-raising to some extent in favor of

that industry. Two or three miles from the town is the
well known Binscarth Stock Farm, vnce fiunous for its
thorough-bred shorthorn cattle. It is now more
particularly used by its owner for fattening cattle for
shipment to’ the markets of the Old Country. .\bout
twenty thousand acres of the very finest land in this
district is at present locked up in an Indian reserve to
the south of the town. As there are no Indians living
on this reserve now efforts arve being made to have it
thrown open for settlement by the Government. This
will very likely soon be done.

Another branch or spur of this railway breaks off
from the main line at Binscavrth, and runs north a
distance of 13 miles to Russell. 'This is known as the
Shell River branch. Russell is a town of about 200
inbabitants. It has a good flour mill and the usual
number of stores and business places.  About three
niles from this town is the famous Home for Buy's of
Dr. Barnardo. This farm embraces about 4,000 acres
of very fine land.  Usually there are about 10U boys
on the place. There is a crecamery on this place,
operated by the boys, which gets the name of being the
best in Manitoba. The butter from it commands a
ready sale in Winnipeg at all times.  This has been
a blessing to the farmers in the district, as it takes all
the cream they can supply, and pays a good cash price
for it. Some farmers get $50 and $60 a month from
this institution for cream.

From Binscarth the main line continues west past
Millwood, Harrowby, Langenbug, Churchbridge,
Bredenbury, Saltconts and Rokeby to Yorkton, the
terminus. Some of these places arc already assuming
the appearance of towns, and are fairly well surrounded
with-farmers. At Langenburg there is a large German
scttlement, at Churchbridge an Icelandic settlement,
and Saltcoats is famous for its Crofter settlewnent.
Yorkton Leing the terminus is the largest of all these
places, and-it derives business from points as much as
100 miles west and north.

We have now taken the reader if any have had the
patience to follow through all this length of deserip-
tivi, into all the important towns on the M. & N. W. Ry.
Nothing like an adequate description has been given
of any of these and indeed it would be impossible tu
give in the space set aside for this article a full des-
cription of these places and the country surrounding
them. It is hoped however that cnough has been said
tv lvcad any reader who may contemplate scttling in
Manitoba to visit these places fur bimself and to exan-
ine them in the light of his own reyuirements before
choosing a location. Bach have their own advantages
and peeuliarities, We would advise the settler when
luoking for a location not to overlook the rich Lake
Dauphin district mentioned in one of the carlier
paragraphs of this article and which lies away nearly
vtie hundred miles north of Neepawa. Althuugh this
i> not yet accessible by any lireof railway it is an ex-
coptivnally vieh district well  adapted for fariuing
vperations-of all kinds. Steps are now Leing taken by
tic provincial government to provide it with railway
lacilities. In spite of the fact that it is so far from a
railway at present it is-alrcady fast scttling up.

All along the line which is proposed to be followed
hy this Manitoba and Northwestern Railway in its pro-
eress to Prince Albert settlers have for the past three

years been locating.  One colony of experienced and
well-to-do farmers from the Swate of Daketa located
some eighty miles past Yorkton in 1892, Iow soon
the work of constraction will be tesumed 1t is inspossible
tosay but it certainly will be but a very tew years
uutil the cunncction with Prinee  Albert is made.  The
distance from the present teiminus to that place s
about 211 miles.

In cunclusion it may bLe said that from facts gathered
during repeated journeys throagh the districts deserib.
cd in this article the writer is led to believe that North-
western Manituba offers as goud inducements to the bona
fide settler as any of thuse deseribed in this number, and
it offers special inducements tv any whomay have pre-
ferences for stock-raising and uwairying.

FROM PLAINS TO MOUNTAINS.

NCE the branch lines of the " P.It. and N.P.R.
have heen traversed and viewed, along the
main line of the former the traveller can start

on his journey to the Pacific Coast. Leaving the prai-
rie-land eapital he passes on his westward run the
villages of Rosser, Meadow Lea, Marqudtte, Reaburn,
Poplar Point and High Bluif, and in less than two hours
reaches by express train the busy town of

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE.

Here lies one of the principal centres of the grain
fields of the Northwest, and if the scasun be a listle be-
fore harvest, the view of a vast vcean of waving grain
is one not soon forgotten by a visitur from older lands.
As far as the eye can see the grain waves uuder the
passing breeze, while the liomes of scttlers, some of
them with little clumps of sheltering timber, luok like
beacons moured in this vast cereal vecan. 1o certainly
has an inspiring effect upun a true Canadian, as hic louks
at the great heritage cunmitted to the care of himosclf
and his fellow citizens. The belt of timber winding its
way from east to west marks the course of the tortuous
Assiniboine, a glimpse of which can bu had at intervals
westward from this town.

The town of Portage la Prairic is the successor of an
old trading pust which existed herc fifty years ago, and
wlhich in the early sixties had develuped into a village
of a few scure inhabitanes. The rapid growth of the
place dates frum 1873, when railway communication
with Winnipeg was completed.  Since then it has
steadily grown, Latil now it has a pupulation of cunsid-
erably uver 3,000, aud s unu of the finest grein marhets
in the Northwest.  As a milling puint it has sume
claims also, as it has two floaring mills, une of « capace-
ity of 600 barrcls a day, and anuther of 350°barrels a
day. A brewery and o mill for the manufacture of
building paper arc the other industries of the place.
The grain elevators un the C.P.R. track are prominent
land marks of the place, and add much to the import.
ance of the town as a farmers’ grain market. They
have a combinel sturage eapacity of vver 150,000 Lush-
cls, as they carry in store over une-sixth of the whole
wheat marketed at the place in a year of liberal crop
yield. The town has nearly two hundred business
places of every description, and is an important trading
point in every respect.

Portage la Prairie has a fine system of publie schools
and other ~ducational institutions, and here the Mani-
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toba Government has located the Provineial lospital
for Incurables. This is the terminal point of the
Manitoba and Northwestern Railway, which stretches
in a northwesterly dircetion towards the North Sas
katehewan Valley.

Altogether PPortage 1a Prairvie is one of the solid points
of Manitoba, where progress is steady and without set-
back. 1t is in the centre of one of the tinest grain see-
tions in the Northwest, and has sweep enough of country
all around to give a large area tributary in a business
sense to it

Westward from Portage la Prairie the line of travel
ravies somewhat from the great plains around that town.
Twenty miles’ run reaches a more broken country, with
numerous small lakes and ponds, a country well
wittered and adapted for stock-farming. The hundreds
of head of fine cattle to he seen grazing around give
cvidenee that the land is being used for the purpose for
which it is best fitted. 'The two growing towns of
Burnside and Mce(Giregor are passed before any material
change is noted, but once the stations of Sydney and
Mclbourne are passed, the route goes through a section
of country known as the Sand IHills, an area of dry,
sandy, desert-like land, Jocated in the centre of a vast
land of Goschen, so tospeak. Once through these Sand
liills, the train sweeps into @ more attractive country
aund reaches the important town of

CARBERRY.

This town is now about twelve years old, and has had
a growth steady and in keeping with the progress of
the surrounding country  There are several large
grain elevators located here, and a flour mill, and the
town as a grain market takes a place among the most
important. Ilere again the traveller can view from the
ailway car the vast sea of ripening grain waving in
the wind. The town has a population of about 800, and
has over forty places of business of every deseription.

I'rom Carberry a short and rapid ride down through
the Grand Valley of the Assiuiboine and over the iron
bridge crossing that stream, and the town of Brandon
is reached.

BRANDON.

lere the visitor finds himself in the second city of
Manitoba, and at a point where a stop-off’ for a few days’
investigation is the proper course to take.

Brandon has now a population of over 5,000, and is
one of the most substantial-looking towns to be
met with in this country. Yet only thirteen years
ago, in the beginning of 1881, there was not a single
house or building of any kind upon the present town
site. Its growth has been something phenomenal, and
it has been steady, and not in fits and starts like many
of the boom-towns of the West.

The line of tall elevators, which stretch from cast to
west through the eity at once proclaim to the traveller
that it is an important grain point, and it is in reality
the leading farmers grain market of the Northwest,
and that means of the whole of Canada. As a wheat
market it probably has few cquals in any country in
the world, and certainiy no equal in Canada. A visit
to its business streets show a substantially built west-
ern city, with mercantile establishiments which would
not disgrace large eastern citics. Several mercantile
houses do quite a heavy jobbing business, as the place
is admirable located for a jobbing centre, being a
centreing point for several lines of railway. The
main line of the C.P.R. goes east and west from the

city ;3 a few miles east, at Chater, is the Great North-
west Central road, which now winds over fifty miles in
a northivesterly direetion. The S.uris branch of the
C. . R. also runs southwesterly from here for over
130 miles, and the Pipestone branch for over 60 miles.
In addition to these branches of the C. . R. the main
line of the Northern Pacific and Manitoba road termin-
ates at Brandon giving the city competing lines to both
Atlantic and Pacific coasts. Thus it will be seen that
Brandon has grown to be quite a railway centre.

Brandon at the present date shows all the symptows
of having passed its day of pioneer growth, and that its
sccondary or permanent growth has fairly ses in.  Its
solid business buildings and its fine residences go tv
show that its residents arc there to stay, and quite a
number of small industrial concerns are springing up,
most of which are doubtless the foundations of future
important industries. T'he principal industrial concerns
arc a flour mill of the capacity of' 250 barrels au day,
and a saw mill on the river bank which draws its sup-
ply of logs from the upper reaches of the Assiniboine
and the Shell River.

There are over two hundred and fifty busingss insti-
tutions of every description in Brandon, at Ieast a dozen
of which do quite a mercantile jobbing business, while
the retail mereantile business of the city is surpassed by
that of no city of its size in Canada, owing to the fac
that it is the centre of supplies for a wide range of
farming country to the east, west, north and south, so
that its trade of that class comes from all sides; and
the country in every direetion is pretty well streaked
with settlers, there being just enough of unsettled lands
to make this district one where the intending settler
would do well to make enquiries before rushing farther
west. Besides, the Dominion Gavernment have located
near to the c¢ity an experimental farm, under the man.
agement of Mr. S. A. Bedford, a gentleman who in that
capacity has accomplished a great work in demonstrat-
ing the agricultural eapabilitics of Manitoba, and by
his tests in guiding them to suceessful farming.  This
interesting institution is well worthy of a visit from the
intending settler, or even the casual visitor or tourist.
Iere the Manitoba Government located a few years ago
a Reformatory School for juvenile eriminals, but such
is the state of affairs in the provinee that the institution
has not been required for that purpose, and it is now
used as an insane asylum.

The intending settler should know that in Brandon
the social, edacational and religious advantages, as wel
as the ready cash market advantages, are but little if
any inferior to those of Winnipeg, and arc not to be
secured in far western and thinly settled distriets, but
will have to be waited for for years to come m these
new localities.

Leaving Brandon the traveller leaves the valley of
the Assiniboine and ascends into the platean country of
Western Manitoba. The first town of any note is Alex-
ander, a growing village in the heart of a vast grium
ficld. A few miles further on a similar town with
similar surroundings, Griswold, is reached, and a tew
miles further west the rising town of Oak Lakeis met
with. Iere quitc a town of five hundred people s
grown up, and the row of grain elevators, and the tue
roller process flour mill of a eapacity of about 230 fear-
rels a day go to show that there is life and activity as
well as enterprise in this little prairie town.

Half an hour’s run west from Oak Lake the traveder
reaches the important town of Virden. llere the
traveller is siill in the midst of & vast occan of g un,
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broken only by the oceasional section, half or quarter
scetion, held by the speculator and still uncultivated.
The character of the soil has greatly changed since
leaving the Red River Valley a few hours previously,
and instcad of the deep, blaek, waxy soil of that vallcy
the traveller can see by the cuts his train passes

through, that he is in a country with a rich brown .

loamy soil, with a warm limey subsoil, a country
where rapid growth, and abnormally quick agricultural
development must take place, a country where the
carly wheat erop as well as the early grain crop can
be safely counted upon.

The town of Virden has at the present time a popu-
lation of over 700, and vies with the town of Moosomin
50 miles further west, as to which is the most impor-
tant farmers’ market.  Virden has overfifty places of
business of every kind, and is the source of supplies for
a settlement around it of at least one thousand farmers
and their families. The town is purely a farmers’ mar-
ket as yet, and no industrial concecrns of any account
have sprung up, exeept a fine flour mill, which was
burned down about & year ago, but which will likely
be rebuilt hefore the close of 1894,

Westward for nearly twenty miles further and tte
town of Elkhorn is reached, a busy though small town
with about 200 of a population. Several stores and
three elevators are located here, and the place is quite
alively farmers market. Like all other towns and
villages on the platean of Western Manitoba and the
C. P. R. main line, it lies in the midst of a great sea of
waving grain, which extends with but little break or
change for nearly one hundred miles from this point.

Leaving Elkhorn the traveller passes half an hour
later on his westward run the station of Fleming, and
thereafter with no apparent change, and still sweeping
through the ocean of waving grain, he passes the west-
ern boundary of the Province of Manitoba and passes
into the Territory of Assiniboia. The Provinece is
changed but the scene is the same, the character of the
country is the samme. There is no natural boundary
but only the staked out line of the suwrveyor, making
a division which suits political exigencies.

TERRITORY OF ASSINIBOIA.

S already stated, there is nothing to mark
the change from Manitoba to Assiniboia
while the traveller speeds westward, and

the first point of any importance, Moosomin, is in every
respect a town like Virden. Tts population is about the
same, and its business interests almost the same in
magnitude and importance. It is a good farmers’ mar-
ket, has a flour mill and other necessaries of a thriving
town, while the tall clevators near its railway station
show that it is a grain market of no small importance.
The country around is partially settled in all directions,
and the oeéan of waving grain is still the surrounding.

West of Moosomin the grain fields are not so general,
and settlgment is more scattered, although therc are
good farming scttlements around Wapella and White-
wood, two rising towns passed within an hour’s ride
fter leaving Moosomin. Ponds and little lakes, perfect
paradises of sport for the sportsman, become more fre-
-juent as settlement and cultivation become more sparse.
~radually the track of the locowotive reaches higher
sivund, until at Broadview an altitude of nearly 2,000
«et above the sea level is reached, This town is con-

siderablo of a farmers’ market, and would be still more
so were it not for a Cree Indian resesvation near to the
place, which prevents scttiement on one side.  Broad

view is a railway divisional point, and the location of
a number of C.P.R. ecmployes helps up the population
of the place, which is over 500 and perhaps close upon
600,

From Broadview the line of travel strikes along,
skirting the famed (Qu'Appelle Valley. Grenfell, a town
of 150 people is passed, and Wolscley a similar point is
passed, Then Sintaluta is reached, where the famous
Bell FFarm of 100 square miles has its castern boundary.
At Indian Head the centre of this huge farm is reached,
and there, clustering around the central buildings and
clevator of the IFarm Company, lies a litile town of
about 200 people in onc of the most beautiful locations,
Less than an howr's ride westward and the station of
Qu'Appelle is reached, around which has grown up a
town of nearly 1,000 population To this point freight-
ers from the North Saskatchewan came in numbers
during the Jast deeade, but since the oponing of the
present one railway communication to the banks of that
river has greatly lessened the volume of freighting
business.  Still there is some freighting done from this
point to the country north, and it is still a favorite
point, where the wandering far traders colleet in the
carly summner and bring their furs to be shipped by rail
to Winnipeg. The town itself has a fine flonr mill and
clevator, over a dozen stores of different kinds, several
hotels with comforts above those of the average country
tavern, and a number of other minor business institu-
tions.

Less than twenty miles north of Qu'Appelle station
is Tort QuAppelle, an old Hudson Bay Company's
station of importance, around which has now grown up
a fine little town of about 100 people, posessing o flour
mill, 2 good hotel and & number of fine stores. The
location of the fort and town isone of the most beautiful
in Canada, lying as they do in the deep Qu'dppelle
Valley with its high bluffs from five to ten miles apart
from ridge to ridge, and its valley below, through
which streteh a chain of silvery lakes linked together
by the narrow and winding QuAppelle viver. The
place is onc of the fairy like resorts of the Northwest.
These lakes abound in fish, and the country around
in prairie chicken and  other game, so that the locality
is a paradisc for the sporteman aswell as the lover of
soft, beautiful scenery.

After leaving Qu'Appelle station therc is no speeial
attraction for the traveller execept the luxuriant rich-
ness of country he is travelling through, until he reaches
Regina, some forty-two miles westward, and here he
is in the capital of the North West Territories.

REGINA.

Up to the vear 1892 the sitc of Regina was known
by the name of Wascana or in the English, Pile of
Bones. 'The place was chosen as the site of the new
northwestern capital and the very unpretentious name
of Pile of Bones was changed to Regina. The city
built up very rapidly, and as it beecame the ofticial
centre of local government as well as the headquarters
of the mounted police foree, it soon sprang into import-
ance. Land speculation did not tend to improve the
appearance of a site which had naturally no special
attractions, and in its first years the town scattered
as it was over two sections of a prairie which has noth-
ing to relicve its monotonous features, looked from a
distance like so many wagon loads of stone dumpeu at
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irregular distances over a flat area. As the place grew
this seattered appearance kept gradually vanishing,
until now Regina has considerable of a solid town-like
appearance, and looks like a place where some husiness
was being dane  'The eitv is worth stopping of at now
it only to visit the Mounted I'olice barracks and the
Terriorial Government ofiees.  Around the immediate
neighborhood farnming settlers are but sparse, but novth-
ward towards the Long Lake district settlement has
made wonderful progress.  The country around is rich
in an agricultural sense, Lut its bare, unsheltered
appearance has the efleet of making scttlers search out
the more attractive localities close at hand.,

Regina has now o population of a little over 2,000,
and it rows of stores and other business places pro-
claim it a trading point of importance. It contains
nearly cighty business places of all deseriptions, and
several of the merecantile firms do quite a jobbing
trade.

One of the circumstances which has contributed much
to make Regina a jobbing point was the construction of
the Reging, Long Lake and Prince Albert Railway,
which starts from the city and ruus in a northerly
direction through a very fertile belt of country to
Prinee Albert on the North Saskatehewan, regarding
which it is unnceessary to say anything here, as that
country is descerit-ed in another article in this issue,

In a run of a little over forty miles west from Regina
the traveller reaches the thriving town of Moose Jaw,
heautifully located on a winding creck of the same
name. A few miles east of this town at Pasqua Junc-
tion, the branch from Estevan, a continuation of the
$So0o0 line, joins the main line, so that Moose Jaw is
practically a junctional peint, as well as a divisional
one.  The town has about a dozen stores and other
places of business, and a population of about 400.
There is quite ascttlement of farmers around the town,
and it is the best grain market on the C.P.R. main line
west of Regina,

Half an hour after passing Moose Jaw, the traveller
leaves the agricultaral country, and enters the ranch-
ing country. Only at distant intervals can the work of
the plow be seen, and at a number of different little
stations, the substantial buildings and corrals of the
rancher can be seen from the cars. Ina ride of 113
miles a dozen of such small points are passed and then
the town of Swift Carrent is reached, a divisionial
point of the road, where nearly 200 pcople are located
and in near proximity to which are several Indian re-
servations. In bygone days this was a great point
from which freighters to the North Saskatchewan
started out and to which they returned. IFreighting is
however a thing of the past in a great measure, and
the town draws its greatest importance from the fact
of its being a C. P R. divisional point. It is loeated in
the heartof the most uninteresting part of the whole
prairie streteh of the C. . R. main linc.

Westward from Swift Carrent for nearly 100 miles
the country is of the same uninteresting character, and
sparse settlement would lead one to conclude that this
stircteh of country is unfit for scttlement, but such is
not the case, and the time will come when the agri-
culturalist will stowly but surely crowd the rancher off
the lands.

About 100 miles west {rom Swift Carrent the pretty
little town of Maple Creck is reached, near to which
another Mounted Police barracks is located. This town
is surrounded by an agricultural oasis in this vast arca
of ranching, and some well-cultivated farms are to be

found near the place. The town itself has half-a-dozen
stcres and some other business places, and a population
of about 150. It is a point where supplics for the
ranching country for {ifty miles around are purchased,
and is conscquently quite a live trading point.

Less than forty miles west of Maple Creek lies the
station named Dunmore, the junctional point where the
Lethibridge branch starts off for the town of that name
110 miles to the south-west where <he now fiunous coal
mines of the Galt Company arc located, and which is
described elsewhere in this number. Dunmore itself is
but a small piee of about 150 populaticn, and derives
what importance it has from being a junctional point.
A short run of about seven miles to the west brings the
traveller to the theiving town of Medicine Hat, on the
banks of the South Saskatchewan, and here the first
glimpse of that river i3 to be had.

Medicine llat is not only a divisional point of the
C.P.R., out the company have repair shops loeated here,
and quite a railroad population reside in the town. The
entire population numbers nearly 1,000 and the town
is quite a live trading point, the stores are not numer-
ous nhut as a rule they carry large stocks in general
merchandise, and in some of them the settler can
purchase every necessity, and almost every luxury he
requires. The river is navigable during a portion of
the year from this town up and down for a few hundred
miles but steambonting has never made much head-
way, the season of navigation being so short and un-
certain.  There is practically no farming community
around the town, and the few who do make any efforts
in that direction accompiish only enough to aid them in
their ranching operations.  llere the whole country
around is underiaid with seams of coal, which erops
out on the surface at numerous points. Several mines
in the vicinity have Leen worked to some extent, but
none have been found of quality good encugh to com-
pete with the coal mined around Lethbridge, which has
steadily crowded all other lignite coals out of the
Northwestern market. However, all the attempts as
yet made at conl production huve been mere surface
operations, and the wealth of the fuel deposit is as yet
upknown.

Medicine Iat can boast of quite an extensive publie
hospital, the existence of which is a monument to the
energy, enterprise and true philanthropy of the citizens
of the place and a few oflicials of the C.P.R. The insti-
tution is an admirably managed one, and is of incstim
able value to the country of the South Saskatchewan,

The crossing of the Saskatchewan at Medicine IHat is
in reality the preparatory step to the ascent of the
mountains westward, for from the west bank of that
river the track of the locomotive is steadily up-grade.
On this bridge the level is only a trifle over 2000 feet
altitude, but in a journey of 180 milus westward to
Calgary, an altitude of nearly 3,400 feet is attained
In this westward run about a dozen small stations are
passed, nearly all of which are small points where sup
plies for the ranche arc handled, for here the traveller
is passing through the finest portion of the great ranch
ing country. Then a stop is made at Gleichen, then
onward to the west again, and as the train leaves
Gleichen, if the day is clear, the traveller catehes the
first distinet glimpse of the snow.capped Rocky Moun
tains, with their jagged peaks and hazy outlines, whi "
gradually become more easily defined as the westwn !
journey proceeds,

From Gleiclien the gQistance to Calgary is less th. |
sixty miles, and the change of seene is enchantin:.
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. IN THE HISTORY OF CANADIAN MILLING have such low
N l , \ / I ,R prices prevailed, never has the margin in the miller’s profit
: — been so small as at presenf, and never has any milling

institution in Canada done so large a volume of business as has this Company during
the past year.

. ... With the INCREASE OF QUR HOME TRADE,
and a steady FOREIGN DEMAND FOR OUR FLOUR,

our mills are taxed to tneir utmost capacity. Wedo

not hesitate to state that we are grinding daily at our
mills MORE FLOUR THAN ALL OTHER MILLS
WEST OF LAKE SUPERIOR,.and MORE THAN ANY
OTHER MILLING CONCERN IN CANADA. This is
the result of the BEST MILLS grinding the BEST
WHEAT under the BEST MANAGEMENT. ..., ...

BUY OUR GOODS

ANDR YOU WILL
BUY THE BEST FLOUR.
Eastern NMflices, Board of Trade -Building, Montreal, Que.

Northwestern ‘Qggeézrféﬁ‘?iﬂ'?mma, AND Wmmpeg, Manitoba,
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TO OUR CUSTOMERS

We are a youny house, but we are old in our experience ‘¢ the wants of the Northwest in
our line, having catered for the same for over a dozen of years.

We handle every line of Domestic and Imported Men'’s Furmslnngs and our stock never
was so complete as at present.
OUR MR. TOWERS is now in the Northwest with a full liné of’ samples of Fall Goods, and
we wish you to see those samples before purchasing elsewhere.
Customers visiting Montreal should not fail to call at our new and commodious premises,
located in the
MAGNIFICENT NEW BOARD OF TRADE.BLOCK, - - MONTREAL.,

The paper used in this publication is manufactured by The Canada Paper Co., Montreal.
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Gl gary & Edmomon Ry. Co.

JAND T EREs——rr

(u'Appelle, Long Lake & Saskatchewan Ry. Co.

FIRST-CLASS AGRICULTURAL AND GRAZING

LANDS

FOR SALE AT LOW PRICES AND ON EASY TERMS.

GOOD SOIL PURE WATER AMPLE FUEL

; May still be obtained within easy veach
QOOd homeSteads of stations on either of these rulways.

Town Lots for Sale in Edmonton, Leduc, Wetaskiwin, Ponoka,
Lacombe, Red Deer, Innisfail, Olds, High River, Okotoks, Macieod,

Full information, maps, pamphlets, ete., sent free on application to
14

IAND DEPARTMENT
The paper used in this publication is manufactured by The Canada Paper Co., Montreal.

381 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG, MAN.
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MONTREAL,

...... MANUFACTURERS OF

Sterling Silver and Fine Electro-plated
Ware.

Sole Manufacturers of the Celebrated WM. ROGERS Knives,
Forks and Spoons. .

A LARGE STOCK O
Fine Cut Glass
Art Pottery
© Presentation Cutlery Cabinets
o Onyx Tables

Lamps, etc., ete,,
ALWAYS ON HAND.

OFFICE AND SHOWROOMS FACTORY @
179+ Notre Dame  reet, 5,7, 89 ¢ 21 Deecollet Sireed,
# ITONTREZXL %

N.B,--Be sure and ask your dealer for the Wm. Rogers brand, Knives,
Forks and Spoons.
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The winding Bow River is followed closely at times
then scemingly left fuor goud, then a return is made
through rolling gteen knolls and brush-coverced gorges
alternately, onward the course leads, the peaks of the
Ruuki«,s growing plainer and plainer, until tinally the

rain ])llllb up .tt, Calgary, the sccond city of the Cana-
(ll.m Northwest.

CALGARY,

Although a trading post oxisted at this point away
back i the sixiies, it was nct antil near the cluse of
1883, when construction on the C. I R. was nearing
the place, that anything like a town began, aud then it
was located on the opposite side of the EElbow river from
where the city now lies. A year later whea the rail-
way depot was located there was a general movement
actuss the river, and the present aite began to fill up
rapidly with business and other buildings

The site of Calgary is a beautiful Alld at the same
time a sheltered one. It is built upon a natural
amphitheatre scooped out by centuries of the floy of
tlic Bow and Elbow rivers, which juin waters close to
the city. Around this natural amphitheatre are rang
ed pallisade-like bluffs, behind which rise green hills
and away beyond these peer up the angular points and
snuwy caps of the Rocky mountains. Lying in this
natural basin, no one at first sight could imuginc that
the town site stood at such an altitude. Tae light
dryness of the atmosphere however, and its invigorag
ing feeling will in a few days convinee the traveller
tlmt he is Some hughr,abovc the sea level.

The city of Calgary is the most populous, and at the
same time the best business point between Winnipeg
and the coast It has not much of a farmers market
as the country avound is mainly taken up in ranching.
The growth of the city, and the demands from the
nountain country W cat\\.ud almost do anway with any
neeessity for grain expurting to the cast, the Local de
mand being almu;t cqual to the supply. qnll there are
hundreds of thousands of acres of fine farming lands
around the distriet on which the agriculturalist Wil in
time in a great measure supplant thc rancher. The city is
commereially the key to the whole mountain country,
aund furnishes supplles as far west as the second croyss-
ing of the Coulumbia river. The counsiruction of the
(,-ll"‘ wy and Alberta railway south ty Fort McLeod and
nurtln to Edmontun has also opened up quite a jobbing
field fur the leading merchants. Although the city
has unly a little over 5,000 of & poupulation its annual
mumumlu turn over must be cyual to that of naay
cities nearly double its size. Unquestionably  there-
fure Calgary isa live business point, and erc many
years pass, it must become a busy jobbing cen-
tre. At present the eity has over two hundred busi
uiess places of every class, and about a scurce of the
lcading mercantile concerns do more or less of a job-
bing business.

THE MANITOBA LAKE DISTRICT.

LEFORE leaving the praurie country it is ue

cessary tu go back to pich up a drup stitch as

.the ladics might say, and the stitch to be

taken up will prove the beginning of a very

ateresting seam, as it will be the fullowing up of the
«cvelopment of the rich fisheries of Manitoba.

To follow this seam we shall leave the Manitola

« ipital and go north twenty-two miles to the lake port
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town of Lake Winnipeg, Selkirk, This town is but
little heard of wmong the glowing accounts someties
published about the agricultural wealth of the prairie
provincee, but it is one of the most solid, if not one of
the large towns of Manitoba, [t has a population at
present of about 1,100, and is steadily adding to this
number. It is without doubt the greatest fishing point

An all the praivic country of the vi lst Northwest, and is

the source of supplies for all the Lake Winnipeg fish-
ing and lumbering ovperations.  The town itsell 15 vne
of the luveliest lucations in Canada,  Lying as it dous
wong the west bank of the Red river, where that river
widens vut tu an average of over 1,000 feet in width,
befure it seehs its way through the various ehaune's of
the Delta to the great lake beyond. A view of the town
in a bird's-eye shape it is impussible tu sceure as the
buldh of its buildings arc nidden fiom distant view by

thie tall vaks, ehius and puplats which grow in such
lusuriance alung the river bank, and stretehing for a

mile e two inland giving to the surroandings of the
town an English park-like appearance.

Nestlivg amid  these forest giants, and  peering
through their foliage lies this town of 1,100 people
with over tifty places of business, many of which are
included winong the largest industrial concerus of the
Provinee.  But tu cummence with the most cluscly
built thuroughfares, the traveller will find  there about
a seore of stures conneeted with the various lines of
trade, and sume curying heavy stuchs of goulds and
duing a volume of business  which would astonish svine
of the merchants in larger citics.  Another puint worthy
of notice is the neat and commodious hotels, where the
traveller can put up. Most prominent among these is
the Canada Pacific House, to which a large new
addition has been made during the past year while the
uld part has been all overbauled and refurnished.  In
this hous¢ forty guests can tind accvmudation and com-
forts such as are seldom foand in a town of dvuble the
size.  The Lisgar Iluuse is anuther well managed
tavern with but little less accomodation and with equal
comforts. There are several other minor houses any
of which would be considered  goud hotels in a town of
1,500 people.

First in the industrial affairs of Selkirk stands the
lumber trade.  There are two firms engaged in this
business, and cach on guite an extensive seale. Mossrs,
Robinsun & Cu.,, bhave two saw mills at wurk out un
the lake, and have their lumber yards in town.  Their
Lusiness alone, if we include the fishing operations, in
which they  are largely interosted, furnishes cmploy -
ment for ucatly 200 hundred hands. Hooper & Co.
have a planing mill in the town, and a saw mill on the
lake, and their business empluys nearly 100 liands.
Mitchell & Co. are now building a saw mill near to the
town, and their business is but lmk short of their cum-
petitors in wmagnitade.  Thus the lumber industry of
the district l.us the foundation tor a live and populous
little towm,-without caleulating upon other influences
contributing to Seclkirk’s commercial and indastrial
importance.

Although this lumber industry mounts up to a cut of
over 20, UUU 000 fuct annually there is clusely connee
ted \\u,h it anuthu industry of not much less value to
the tunwn, namely the business in cord-wood and rail-
way ties. ])mnw the spring freshets, while water was
ln"h ont the Red Kiv er, over 10,000 cords of wood were
sent in barges and by boat up to the city of Winnipeg,
while hundlcds of thousands of railway ties arc ¢ also
provided, and sent out of the town.
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The industry which makes Selkirk and its surround-
ings of most interest to the cconomist is the fish trade,
and few people are awarc of the magnitude of this
trade, and its valuc as an industry, to the province of
Manitoba. There arce five companies and firms en-
gaged in this trade, who have their headquarters at
Selkirk, and who ship thieir cateh fresh to every lead.
ing market of Eastern Canada and the northern United
. States. These tirms and companics are Robinson & Co.,
Reid & Tait, the Manitoba Itish Co., the Winnipeg Fish
Co., amd the Selkirk ¥ .u Cc.  All of these fivms and
companies do quite an extensive business in fishing and
fish marketing, and it is safc to state, that at least two-
thirds of their catch finds a mavket in the Eastern United
States, where they have to compete with the fresh fish
sent inland from Atlantic points.

The value of the fish industry to the provinee of
Manitoba, and the magritude of the operations of these
firms and coxpanies and other parties connceted with
these fishings, can be best comprehended by a lock over
the Domwmion Blue Book of the Departinent of Marine
and Fisheries for 1893, for which we cull the following
facts and figures, which show among other things the
increasing value of the Manicoba fisheries.

In the year 1889 there were employed in the fisheries
of Lake Winnipeg and other Manitoba lakes, that is by
the companies and other commercial coneerns, sixty-
cight men, three steam vessels, twenty-five sail boats,
and 32,000 fathom of gill nets, the value of all the plant
and appliances being $47,900. The catch that ycar by
those engaged in commercial fishing was 1,924,221
pounds. In 1893 there were cmployed 136 men, 13
steam vessels, 30 sail boats and 67,350 fathoms of gill
nets, the value of plant and appliances being $109,800.
The cateh of those engaged in commereial fishing. that
year amounted to 3,873,281 pounds. A perfeet {lood of
statistics could be given regarding Lake Winnipeg fish-
ing, but the forcgoing gives in condensed form the busi-
ness and shows the continually increasing value of
those fisheries.

While pursuing his enquiries the writer was aided by
Mr. R. La Touche Tupper, the Dominion Fishery Ofticer
for Manitoba, who is unquestionably the right man in
the right place. Besides being an efficient officer he is an
enthusiast in s business, and has no aim beside the
building up of the fishing industry, and the making of
it an industry of primary value to the province, and one
or value to the whole Dominion. I°rom him the writer
learned that Lake Winnipeg must remain for all time
to come the greatest source of supply in the Dominion
for white fish, and not only the greatest source of supply
but the water in which the propogation of that varicty
can be carried on with least drawbacks. As he
explained the white fish has many enemies, such as the
pike and pickerel who devour any and every iish they
can overtake. Although these two varieties are plenti-
ful in L.ke Winnipeg, Mr. Tupper does not consider
them by any means the worst enemics of the white fish.
Both of these fish of prey are slow in their movements
compared with the white fish, which when fully or even
partially grown can easily elude them. The greatest
cnemy to the white fish is the salmon-trout, Mr. Tupper
says, as he can travel with a velocity almost as great
as that of the white fish. Fortunately the salmon-tront
is not found in the lower Lake Winnipeg, and only in
the extreme northern basin of the lake is he to be met
with, and even there the variety is rare. The white
fish is therefore praetically free from this most danger-

ous enemy, and its propogation is not hindered thereby.
Another class of cnemies to white fish are the little
fish of the sucker vaviety, who follow the white fish in
the spawning season and feed upon their ovie, liven this
difficulty is casily overcome by the artificial propogi.-
tion of the white fish, and in this work Mr, "Tupper has
affairs down to a science in the

FISH HATCHERY,

an institution at Selkirk and under his own personal
management.  This institution would prove a great
source of entertainment and pleasure to the enthusias-
tic natural historian, and even to the casual visitor it is
one not soon to be forgotten. The building stands on
the bank of the Red river at Sclkivk, and looked at
from across that broad stream resembles a rural ehurch
building. The inside however has no resemblance to
a church, It was constructed a few years ago by the
Dominion Government at a cost of $10,000, and its
annual cost of maintenance is about £5,000. On the
upper flour of this building is a tank of 22,000 gallons
capacity which is replenished by a Blake pump cap-
able of pumping 14,000 gallons' a minute, the power
for which is supplied by an engine and steel boiler of
30 horse power nominal. The water used for the
hatchery is pugnpcd from theriver in winter time when
the covering of ice makes the water pure and free
from all contamination. After the breaking up of the
ice on the river, the water required in the institution is
pumped from a well sunk for the purpose 300 feet
deep, from which an abundant supply of pure cold
water can be had.  On ore side of the lower floor is a
stand on which are placed 600 Wilmont sclf-feeding
glass hatehery jars on four ticrs of shelving and so
connected that the water from the tank above flows by
gravitation through one tier after the other of these
Jjars, until it issues from the building and returns to
the river. In these jars can be hatched each season
50,000,000 white fish, while a set of troughs in the
centre of the floor is capable of hatching in a season
10,060,000 speckled or salmon trout. There is space
on the opposite side of the floor for another jar stand
the same as the one now in use, which if added would
make the hatching eapacity of the institution 100,000,
000 white fish and 10,000,000 trout in a year, which
would be the largest eapacity of any hatchery in the
world.

Mr. Tupper explaired how ninety per cent. of the
ovic collected from fish at spawning time can be de
veloped into fry in the hatchery, while not five per
cent. of the spawn of fish in spawning grounds ever
come to anything, so much being wasted, and so much
being devourcd by those fish which feed upon such
spawn. There is therefore, no difticulty about keeping
not only Lake Winnipeg but other lakes of the Dominion
replenished with those delicate fish, and depletion of
the lakes can be thas-arrested.

The white fish ovie for use in this hatehery are all
taken from Lake Winnipeg, as in no other lake can
finer {ish be found. The trout ovwe are brought from
the Lake of the Woods vieinity, and the pike and pick
erel ovae can be had in abundanece within 2 mile of the
hatchery.

Last spring 2,800,000 white fish fry were taken from
this hatchery, and put into the Qu’Appelle Lakes, which
had become depleted, and 2,000,000 ova were taken n
a half hatched condition to the hatchery at New Wewt-
minster, B. C., hatched out into fry there, and afier.



1
)
!

71 COMMERCIAL—PANORAMIC SUPPLENENT.

wards pud into the Okanagan Lakes in that provinee,
which is the first attempt at propagating white fish on
the western side of the Rocky Mouuntains.

It is expeeted that from this hatchery white fish will
be introduced into many lakes in the Dominion, where
they never before existed.

Altogether the fish hatehery is one of the most in-
teresting’ institutions the writer has ever visited, and
the visitor shonld mnot fail to have a look thrvough it
when he goes to Selkirk.

But we must leave the fishing industry of Take Win-
nipeg, and tnke a view of the town of Selkirk as a sum-
mer resort, & sort of headguarters from which the
visitor can start out on and return from little health
giving trips in which scencry of the softly beautiful
character finds few equals in any part of the world.

The town is the river moath point of Manitoba, and
from it navigasion for craft of deep draft is free to the
great lake to the north.  Lake Winnipeg itself is near-
ly 300 miles in length and over thirty miles in width
at the novthern basin the widest part.  Hundreds of bays,
inlets and river estuaries line its shores and its heavily
wooded banks hide from distant view many a shelter-
ed fairyland, all of which must in time become resorts
for pleasure and health seckers. Then its fishings
furnish an endless round of deliglits for the sportsman.
Landing a twenty pound pickerel shoud satisfy any
lover of piscatorial sport, and this is a feat to be accom-
plished daily in the waters of thelake. The river
before reaching the lake furnishes boating of the best
kind, while the lake itself’ is a very paradise for the
vachtsman. Icavier eraft can test their sea going
powers in the broad morthern basin, while in the
southern portion lighter and more fragile ¢raft can be
handled, and always be ncar to some sheltered bay or
cove to put into in case of a suddenstorm. In short
no one of the great lakes of North America furnish
greater attractions for the sportsman, boatman or
yachtsman.

Then the tourist of a more timid type, who is not
prepared to enter into the risks or excitement of boait-
ing or yachting, can make excursions without number
to the different points on the liake, and do so in steam
craft, where every comfort can be had, and which are
stout and large enough to go on ocean voyages.

Among the numerous steam vessels on the lake we
select the best of those registered to carry passengers.
First we shall mention the City of Selkirk, a screw
steamer with every meodern accommodation for pas-
sengers, and with stateroom accommodation for twenty-
five passengers. This craft makes weekly trips around
the lake, visiting its northern extremity and giving an
opportunity for viewing lake scenery such as is seldom
to be had.

Another fine steam craft is the Sultana, also fitted
with every modern comfort, and capable of accommo-
dating in her staterooms abous the some number as the
Uity of Selkirk.

The Colville is another vessel of the same stamp, and
the largest of the flces.  She has accommodation for 25
suloon passengers, and with an inerease of traftic this
accommodation could be greatly increased.

Another ¢ mmodious passenger hoat, also a screw
steam craft, makes regular trips around the lake, and
lins stateroom accommodation for over twenty passen-
gers.

There are thus four Inrge craft which make extended
wips around the lake, while there are nearly a dozen

smaller steam crafe which make shorter or more local
trips.

From Selkirk therefore the pleasure-seeker ean start
€ an excursion to any part of the vast lake, and
secure first-class stateroom accommodation while tra-
velling afloat.  The waters of the lake are deep, and
allow of navigation by craft of deep draft. There is
therefore no necessity for taking the risk of sailing in
one of these frail, flat-bottomed light dratt craf: which
are only fit for river navigation, and are as a rule not
too safe for that,

What is above written should give the reader a pretty
clear idea of Selkirk and the great lake to whieh it is
the key. We must now leave the lake, beautiful and
attractive as it is, and follow a river trail up the great
Saskatchewan.

A FAMOUS DISTRICT.

——

HE Prinee Albert country has long enjoved the
reputation of being onc of the finest wistricts
in Western Canada. This scetion was not
opened to railway communication until late in

the year 1890, but vears before that date, a considerable
settlement had been established, whiech had been at-
tracted to the place by the glowing reports furnished
by those who in their travels over the great prairie
region of Canada had chanced to visit this favored dis-
trict. The settlement of the district had progressed to
such an extent that, though nearly 300 miles from the
nearest railway, a flourishing town of about 1000 in-
habitants, the centre of an isolated but extensive agri-
cultural community, had grown up before the Prince
Albert branch of the Canadinn Pacific Railway was
built. The establishment of such an important scttle-
ment, so far from railway communication, alone speaks
volumes for the natural advantages of the country.
The situation of the town of Prince Albert, geo-
graphically and commercially is one of great advan-
tage.  Any map of the great prairic region of Canada
will show the town to be located on the south bank of
the North Saskatchewan river, not far from the con-
fluence of the North and South branches of th:is great
viver, Theriver at Prinee Albert is a fine stream and
is said by travellers to resemble the Danube. The
town is situated in the valley of this river and aithough
in a valley the banks are sufficiently high to render a
fear of flood altogether unnecessa.y. The site is theve-
fore a good one for a large city, providing as it does
splendid drainage facilitics, which is a matter of great
importanee for every city. A little back from the river,
varying from half a mile to a mile or move, there i5 a
considerable incline leading to the lavel prairie above
the river valley, thus affording facilities for an “upper”
and “lower” town. The business and principal resi-
dence quarter is in close proximity to the river, but a
number of nice residences have been established on the
higher level, overlooking the beautiful river valley.
The commercial situation, we have said, is one of ad-
vantage. The North Saskatchewan river is navigabie
from Prince Albert up to Edmonton, and down stream
to Lake Winnipeg, a total of aboiit 1200 miles. Prince
Albert can therefore be reached by water from Win-
nipeg, via the Red river, Lake Winnipeg and Saskatche-
wan river. Undoubtedly the Saskatchewan will be-
come a great highway of commerce, as settlement
extends along the river.  Steamers arc plying on the
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river this season between Prinee Albert and Edmonton,
handling coal and other produets, the coal being mined
at points along the river. Altogether a vast system
of navigation is tributary to Prince Albert, though
some improvements arve required torender these waters
navigable ro the best advantage,

The railway facilitics consist at present of one ling,
connccting with the main line of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway at Regina. The distance from Winnipeg is 357
miles to Regina and 247 from Regina to Prince Albert,
a total of GO miles from Winnipeg, ‘The Manitoba &
Northwestern railway will ultimately reach Prince
Albert, and by this route the distance will be considera-
bly shortened. Prince Albert is favorably sitated for
a railway to Hudson Bay, which we allexpeet will in
tinie be the most important route between ounr prairvie
regions and Burope. A railway from any point in the
western portion of the territories to Hudson Bay would
naturally pass through or ncar Prince Albert. The
proposed Winnipeg and IHuadson Bay Railway could be
easily reached from Prince Albert by a direet branch
line, so thas in the case of a railway being built from
any point cast of the Red River and south of the Sas-
katchewan to Hudson Bay, Prince Albert would
certainly be soon conneeted with it.  The opening of
this route to Furope via the great inland sea, is really
the great hope of the future for the North Saskatchewan
country. Such a route would bring Prinece Albert as
close to occan navigation as Winnipeg is to Lake
Superior. .

So much for railways and commerecial routes. The
situat on of the town gives it the possession of other ad.
rantages, It is situated on the dividing line between
the prairie and forest regious to the west; south and
sottth-cast streteh for hundreds of miles the great prairie
regions : while to the north and north-cast lies the vast
forest, stretehing away to Huadson bay.  This gives it
nmanufzeturing advantages in lumbering and Kindred
industries, and the Inmbering 1nterest has long heen
the most important local industry.  With the famous
fertile and beautiful park-like country surrounding,
wlio can doubt but this young town is to become one
of the great cities of the Canada of the future.

The modern history of Prince Albertdates from 1866,
when the Rev, James Nesbitt founded a mission here
and gave the name to the place. It was, however, a
central fur trading post with the Indians as early as
about the middle of the eighteenth century. It is said
that Verendrey, the great explorer, cstablished a post
here as early as 1748, It is now the headquarters of
the Hudson’s Bay Company for a large district. Iollow-
ing the establishment of the mission, sctticrs began to
come in, attracted by the glowing deseriptions given of
the country, together with the belief that the great
Canadian transcontinental railway would pass through
the North Saskatchéwan country, and soon a cousider-
able settlement was formed in the vicinity of the
mission. The mission property is now the central
portion of the town of I’rince Atlbert.

The fame of the district as an agricultural country
has been so frequently and enthusiastically set forth hy
those who have visited the vegion, that it scems like
harping too much on one theme to sy anvthing in this
direction. However, any reference to Prince Albert
would he incomplete without a paragraph at least upon
the surrounding country, agriculturally. Many
portions of the Canadian prairies have special advan-
tages, but here the list of natural advantages includes

almost everything desirable, and combine a rich soil,
splendid, natural pastures and hay meadows, wood for
fucl, water and a favorable climate, The climate is
very healthy, the rainfall is quite sufficient for agri-
cultural purposes, and the ol settlers claim that there
is a greater exemption from severe storms than in the
southern and western portions of the prairie belt. The
soil is of that deep, black mould which is peculiar to
the very richest portions of our prairic country. The
natural grasses and vineg, wild peas, vetehes, cte., make
a very luxaviant growth, providing splendid summer
pastures and winter fodder for stock. All the cereals
grown in Canada can be grown in the district, and
roots and vegetables praduce some magniticent creps.
Wild berries abound, of various varietics. All the
domestic animals of Canada thrive in the country.
There are some large flocks of sheep and herds of
cattle and horses.

The country in its physical femuves is decidedly
picturesque, being undulating and diversified, with
open prairie meadows, covered with luxuriant vegi-
tation, and profusely decorated with wild flowers in
great varviety ; lakes and clear streams abound and
bluffs or clumps of trees are scattered over the surface:
a park-like country of quiet but rare beauty.

Wheat is the great erop of the Canadian prairies, and
we will conclude this article with a reference to wheat.
Perhaps the finest sample of wheat ever sent out of
Western Canada was grown in the Prince Albert dis-
trict. -A representative of The Commereial, who is a
member of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange and sees a
good many crack samples of wheat every year,
visited Prince Afbert in the fall of 1841. While there
he came across a sample of wheat which was of such
rare perfection that a quantity was secured and taken
to Winnipeg, where it produced something akin to o
scnsation among the grain men.  Samples of this wheat
were sent by The ComMrrietan toa number of leading
grain men and grain and milling journals, and in every
case it was reccived with expressions of surprise
Following arc some of the replies received from parties
to whom a sample of this wheat was sent.

IFrom the Northwestern Miller, of Minneapolis, the
leading milling journal of the United States: ¢“I'ruiy
a remarvkable sample.” .

I'rom Daily Business, the grain trade paper of the
Chicago Loard of trade: “The Daily Business has re-
ctived from the Winnipeg COMMERCIAL, a sample of
Jadoga wheat, raised in the Prince Albert distrie,
territcy of Saskatchewan. It is a beautiful wheat,
weighs about sixty-five pounds to the measured
bushel.”

E. Seckel & Co., grain commission merchants,Chicago,
write: “Your favor received, and also sample of wheat.
for.which.accept.our thanks, We exhibited same on
change and it attracted quite & good deal of attention.
We must say that it is the finest sample of spring wheat
we have laid our eyes on.  One of our millers here woull
like to know the value of this wheat in your market,
and the rate of freight to Chieago, if you can kindiy
give us the same.”

A. C. Buell & Co., a leading Chieago grain firm wri'+:
“1 have your letter. accompanied by a sample of sple n-
did wheat. A country that can raise such wheat 13
that sample will be sought after before many years s
the product of Minnesota and Dakota is Iast deter o
ating.”
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Kirkpatrick & Cuokscn, grain commission merchants,
of Montreal, say: ¢ Your favor duly rveveived and
noted. as well as the sample of *Ladoga’ wheat. Tt is
cerrainly a very handsome sample amd has been greatly

admirved. At what could a ear or two be sold as an
introduction of the variety »—\We might be able to use
a little.”

From the publisher of the Miller's Review, Phili-
delphia:  *“With reference to the sample of wheat
grown in the Prince Albert distriet, my people at the
office report it to be something entivelv outside of their
experience, and they know pretty well what tine wheat
and large crops of it ave.”

Millers’ Review. Philadelphia, Pa.:  “Awong the
samples displayed by Hancock & Co., of the Philadel-
phia Commereial Exchange, recently, was a small one
from the territory of Saskatchewan,nearly three hundred
and fifty miles north of the boundary line between the
United States and the British possessions. It exeited
considerable attention from the faet that the gram in
the Iittle blue box was of an exeeptionally fine type of
red spring wheat.  The Major pronounced the wheat as
handsome as any he had ever scen and he was sorry
that the machinations of freight combines and tariffs so
effectually kept such stock away from millers and
grain men in this seetion and prehibited any substan-
tial investment in ¢his fine produect of the far North.”

CALGARY TO EDMONTON.

HE traveller is very likely to form the opinion
that as he goes westward and northward from
the Red river country he is continuing an
ascent generadly. Such would be a mistake

going north from Calgary. Between that eity and
Idmontoi: there is a fall in altitade of over 1,500) feet.
Another misleading but prevalert notion is that the
farther north one journeys the more rvigorous the
climate beecomes. Whereas away north on the Upper
Saskatehewan, and for a long distanee north of ludmon-
ton the average temperature is higher than it isin
many localities H0UU miles further south. This fact is
owing mainly to the fact that in this northern latitude
the altitude of the Rocky Mountains is much below
that attained by the range further south.  Besides the
valleys between the ridges are much wider than the
mere gorges which interseet them further south, 1In
this way the warm breezes from the Dacific sweep
through the wide passes and over the lower ridges
leaving their moisture there in the shape of snow. but
spreading over the northwestern plains in those warm
winds known as the * Chinooks.” The climate there-
fore loses in rigor as von go north in the teyritories of
Alberta and Saskatchewan, ard the popular notion to
the contrary is a fallacy.

Rununing north from Calgary the first place of any
importance on the line is Olds, 2 small town of about
150 people surrounded by quite 2 settlement of
farmers, most of whom have come from Nehraska and
ather western States, The settlement is fast inereas-
g although it is only about three years since the first
of the farming community located. The locality is
well suited for either grain raising or mixed farminge,
timber patches being dotted all over the rolling prairvie
while water pure and sweet is abundant everywhere
Oinly about twelve mules distant there is plenty of heavy

timber suitable for building purposes.  There is every

appearance here of the foundation Lerg laid tor a

large and prosperous colony  Fighteen  miles north

from tlus place the train stops at the growing town of
INNISFALL,

Four vears ago, there was scareely a habitation
within a mile of this place, but now a husy town of 350
population stands there.  Quite a number of stores and
othier business building< have been tuilt and occupied,
and others are in course of construction. A\ publie
school is now open and well attended by settlers child-
ven, and the Church of England and Presbyterians
have both constructed churches, while other sects of
chureh goers have secured land for buildings. The
sarronnding country is well adapted for any kind of
farming or ranching, and water is abundant and pure.
The Little Red Deer Creck flows close to the town, and
near at hand is the beautiful Horse Shoe lLake.  Alto-
gether the country has a park-like appearance, and
timber, volling prairvie, lake and stream all contribute
to make beautiful scenery inalt divections.  The settle-
ment of farmers avound is quite numerous and is made
up of difterent nationalities there being a small sprink-
ling of Japanese among the number, The next place
of importance is

RED DEER.

This town is 95 miles north of Calgary and was a
stopping-over point in the old staging days, when a
villaze of some tweuty people cxisted there. The
town has now increased in population to about 239, and
is quite a trading point. A dairy association has been
started and a cremmery  built for the surrounding
farmers and altogether the place shows signs of live
business activity. The location is a beautiful one, hy
the side of the Red Deer River, and all around timbered
spots, and plenty of pure water c¢an bhe had in abun-
dance. The settlement is made up mainly of Canadians
and people from (ireat Britain, and the community is a
progressive as well as a prosperous one.  In the town
a publie school is in full ran, and a Chuaveh of Fagland
hailding has already heen counstracted, while other
denominations of Christians have secured sites and
intend soon to ereet church huildings.

Nearly twenty miles north of Red Deer lies the vil-
lage of Ly Comhie, where a couple of stores are now
open, and around which settlement is beginning to
gather,  About 3% miles further north brings the
teaveller to the important and growing unew town of

WETASKIWIN,

Iere as at Red T eer alocal land oftice is located,
where new arrivals can secare lands to settle on.  The
town has a population of ahout 300, and pussesses some
good stores and other business buildings and a flour
mill is to be built during the present vear. .\ pablic
school is running and well attended, and several church
organizations have been formed. The town is the cen-
tre of a rich country  with beautiful natural scenery,
the Battle River settlement being  tribuatary to it in a
trading sense.  The commaunity both in the town and
sarrounding country is a progresstve and enterprising
one, and ina very few vears, the distriet will be a
populous farming settlement with a basy market town
in its centre.

After passing Wetaskiwin the traveller sees no other
points of importance until he steps from the train at
the end of vailway communication and finds himself
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on the banks of the great North Saskatchewan, and in
the town of

SOUTH EDMONION.

The town of South Idmonton is one of very recent
growth, and in reality dates its birth from the construe-
tion of the railway from Calgary to this point a little
over three years ago. Before that time only a few
houses and not a place of busines of any kind existed
on its site. Its growth from nothing three years ago
to & town of 500 population to day issomething unusual
even in the Northwest. At present it has about a
dozen stores and twice as many other places of business,
including a commodious hotel much ahcad of the
ordinary tavern of the country town. A fiour mill of
150 barvels a day capacity has been added the present
year, and a Jocal land oftice is also situage here. The
town has all the appearance of a thriving business
point destined soon to rise to the importance of a city
of some size. It hasa good school, well attended, and
the Church of England, Presbyterians and Methodists
have all church buildings to worship in.

The town of Svuth Edmonton has a beautiful site on
the very bank of the North Saskatchewan and the
view down the bluffy bank on which it stands 150 feet
to the deep rapid river below is one not often to be
equalled. Then the view across the river to where the
old town of Edmonton peers at different points through
the brush and timber which line the stéep northern
bank of the stream, suggests the thoughtthat the old
town is near and yet far away. It requires only a few
minutes to deseend the sloping road to tlic margin of
the water and a few minates more is sufficient to cross
the stream by the cable ferry. Then the ascent of
about & half mile of an up grade brings the traveller
into

THE CITY OF EDMONTON.

This frontier city at the present day, is a strange
mixture of evidences of rushing progress and cnter-
prise and old pioncer state of affuirs. Half way up the
steep bank of the river before the town site proper is
reached spands the old ITudson’s Bay Company’s post, &
relic of former days, when trading with the fur hunter
was the business done therein. Even in the city
proper many of the store buildings have the old pioneer
appearance abont them, and carry the heavy and
varied stocks carried o score of years ago.

Half a dozen years ago ldmonton consisted of
business buildings and residences divided into clusters
Iocated at a distance from ecach other, while timber,
brush and open space lay between these clusters.

In those days the population did not exceed six hun-
dred, but it has now inereased to nearly two thousand,
angd the gaps between the clusters of buildings are be-
ing gradunally filled up with structures of a more
modern type, giving the place altogether more of a city
appearance. Society is in & much better organized
state than it is in the newer towns and villages of the
far Northwest, and a system of schools for the education
of the youth of the place have been organized and
working for quite a number of years, and is now being
steadily widened in scope to meet the demands of an
increasing population. Churches of different denomin-
ations of Christians have been organized for years also,
and there is now no famine for cither church accomo-
dation or chureh privileges. Society has here in fact
a system of organization which is adapted to present
wants, and quite capable of being enlarged to meet

changing circumstances such as moie rapid scttlement
of the surrounding country is sare to bring about.

The business of Edmonton is steadily increasing wich
the settlement of the surrounding country, until there
are now close upon one hindred business places of
every deseription. A number of these are mercantile
houses carrying quite large stocks and doing quite a
jobbing business with the traders, who go over the
country to the North and West. Now that the city is
being lighted by electricity it has received one of the
finishing touches of modern progress,

The country around Kdmonton is surpassed by
no other in this world for agricultural richness. The
soil everywhere for many miles around is capable of
producing any commodity suitable to a northern lati-
tude, while the abundance of pure water and timbey,
and brush shelter proelaim it an unequalled district
for stock-raising. A drive from the c¢ity out to the
little village and convent of St. Albert, will make the
visitor st*v¢ in wonder at the Edenic beauty and rich-
ness of what the outside world bave in years looked
upon as a barren and inhogpitable hyperborean region.
Truly the country around-js a very paradise for the
agriculturalist.

Nature is prolific around Edmonton in timber for
building and fuel purposes, but the locality is in no way
deperdant for, fuel upon & timber supply. The whole
country around is underlajn with a bed of high grade
lignite coal, and at many places in the steep river
banks quarries of this valuable fuel crop out. No
great effort at organized mining has as yet been made,
as the local market is not yet large enough to support
such, and freights to the South are too heavy to allow of
coal export. The local price is exceedingly low, and
depends almost entirely upon the cost of digging it out
of the river bank, and hauling it to the point of con-
sumption. Mining to fill the local demand would not
pay under such ciicumstances,

But Edmonton has long been known as a gold as well
as a coal producing region. Many a thousand dollars
worth of gold has been washed out of the sand in the
bed of tae Saskatchewan in this region, and old pion.
cers without capital have made from §3 to $10 a day
at this work and accomplished it with the most
primitive appliances. Lven the agricultural secttlers
of modern days have done a little in this line, and not
a few poor farmers in their first struggles to get com-
fortably settled on a prairie home have with the aid
of their families and the most commonplace appliances,
washed enough of the shining metal from the river
sands to supply the ready cash necessary to carry
them through until they could get returns for their
agricnltural efforts,

Altogether the Edmonton district is one where the
poor pioneer can in very few years reach a position of
independence, which he could never reach in an old
castern home. One point often advanced against the
Edmonton country was its long distance from eastern
markets, and the consequent heavy freight charges on
the farmers products, especially on rough grain like
oats and barley.. To do away with this difficulty the
C. P. R. managers have greatly reduced freight rates
on such products going to .the Pacific coast, and theve
the farmers of the North Saskatehewan country heve
found a market for much of their products, and realze
prices for the same as good as can be seeured in pla-es
hundreds of miles nearer to eastern markets. Ther is
undoubtedly a great future Ubefore the Edmomon
district.
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THE COUNTRY OF COAL AND CATYTLE, COWBOYS
AND CHINOOKS.

OUTHERN Alberta, the country which will be
dealt with briefly in this article, is bounded on
the south by the United States, on the west and

southwest by the Rocky Mountiins, on the north by, we
may say, the main line of the Canadiun Prcitic Railway,
and on the east by the territory of Assiniboia. Southern
Alberta forms the extreme southwestern corner of the
prairic region of Western Canada, '

The eountry is level, open prairvic in the eastern por-
tion, but is much broken along the western side of the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains which Loand the dis-
trict on the west. Beyond the foothills the mountains
rise, forming a long, continuous chain extending in a
southcasterly direetion, their snow-capped peaks glis.
tening in the sun.  In clear weatker the mountains are
discernible from any part of the plain region of South-
ern Alberta, their snow covered summits giving them
the appearance of glittering clouds on the western and
southwestern horizon, Numerous streams of the clear-
est water issuc from the everlasting snows of the moun-
tain, winding their way often as dashing torrents
through the mountain defiles, then meandering more
peaceably through the foot-hills, and finally roll out into
the plains region., The gencral course of all the rivers
and streams is eastward. The principal stream is the
South Saskatchewan which has two principal branches
in the territory. The northern branch is known as
the Bow, and the principal southern branch as the
Belly River. There are innumerable smaller rivers
and streams Howing intothese. There are also branch-
es of the great Missouri River in the southern extremity
of the territory, which flow ina southeasterty direc-
tion, while the Saskatchewan and its branches generally
tend in a northwesterly course. The large number of
streams and rivers indicate a country well watered, at
least in its western portions, thougt there are consid-
erable districts cast and south of the Belly River which
are not so well supplied with water. The streams are
clear with gravelly beds, and run through dcep
valleys.

The eastern portion is open prairie, and is ahmost
completely bare of timber or even brush, except in the
river bottoms or valleys, where there is usually a thick
growth of small timber or shrubbery. ‘The approaches
to the mountains are wooded with fir, spruce, pine,
&c. The forest becomes more dense as the mountains
arc approached, until it beecomes general.  Logs suita-
ble for sawing can be cut in the mountains and along
the borders thereof, and floated down the streams for
sawing at desirable puints. There is a saw mill at
Macleod, on the Old Man river, and if necessary, saw
mills could be located at other poiiits. The rivers
keep up a good flow all the year, butare highest during
the warm weather, when the snow is melting fast in
the mountains.

Though a large portion of Southern Alberta is bare
of wood fuel, this difficulgy is made up for by a plentiful
supply of coal of good quality. Coal can be obscrved
at many points cropping out along the steep banks of
the streams. At ILethbridge coal has been mined for
vears. This town, which isone of the most important
towns of the territorics, may be said to be almost en-
tirely dependent upon the coal mines for its growth and
prosperity, and certain it is that the coal mining in-

dustry ealled the town into existence,  'The quality is
a high grade of bituminous conl.  Wo will deal with
the coal industry a littie move fully tater on,

The railways of the district consist of the main line
of the Canadian Pacitic Raflway on the north, and a
braneh of that road from Dummore on the main line to
Lethbridge a distance of 110 mliles, ‘T'his road from
Dunmore to Lothbridge was formerly built by the
“Galt " Coal Company, on the naivew gauge plan. Last
year it was taken over by the Canadian Pacitic Railway
and widened to tho standmid gauge. There is a con-
siderable trafile in conl over this branch to points over
the main line of tho Canndinn Pucific Railway, ' here
is also a railway, built on the narrow gauge plan, run-
ning from Lethbridge to Great Falls, in the state of
Montana.  This road was built to enable the shipment
of coal to Montana points, and quite n Inrge export trede
is done in coal with the States to the south, as there is
no coal found south of the boundary in that latitude
which would compete in quality with the Alberta coal.
There is also a vailway running from Calgary to Maec-
Leod. This road runs north and south, through the
centre of the famous range country.

Upon these railways depend the transportation
facilitics of the territory. ‘Though portions of the river
are navigable, they are not made use for transportation
purposes. Steamers have beon tun on the Belly and
Bow rivers between Medicine lat and Lethbridge, in
the coal carrying trado, but only to a suflicient extent
to indicate that theve is n possibility of navigating the
rivers.  With necessary improvements, there are some
stretches of water which could be made navigable to
fairly good advantages.

With the words Southern Alberta, the thoughts
naturally turn to cow.boys and cattle. Southern Al-
berta is the prineipal ranching scetion of the territory,
and the western portion, from Calgary to Macleod is
taken up principally with stock ranching, Cattle and
horses ave principally raised. The animals graze out
all the year round. 1t isin this distriet that the Chin-
ook is best known. ‘I'ic word **Chinook,” has, only
during the last deeade or so become familiar to Can-
adians, and that prineipally since stock ranching be-
ganas an industry in Southepn Alberta. The word
is applied to the warm winds whieh sweep across the
country in the winter and lick up quickly what snow
there may be on the ground. ‘fhese chinook winds ave
the friends of the stockmen.  When the snow falls in
the winter to cover the praivie to such a depth as to
interfere with the grazing of stock, it is then that the
thoughts of the ranchers turn towards the chinook, as
the thouglts of the farmer are centred upon rain when
the crops are suffering from drought.  When a chin-
ook sets in, it makes short work of the snow, and some-
times loosens the rivers from the icy grasp of winter.

Stock-raising is the principal interest in the territory,
and with coal mining it foriis the two important inter-
csts of southern Alberta.  There is very little eifort
made at general farming and in fact it is generally be-
lieved that the elimate is too dry to cultivate the soil
successfully. This, however, does not exclude South-
crn Alberta frem becoming in time o famous agricul-
tural district. The soil and climate is all right,
except the lack of rainfall, and but for this disadvant-
age there would be no finer agricultural region in all
Canada. 'The lack of moisture is of course owing to
the proximity to the mountains. There is means, how-
cver, of overcoming this aridity of climate, and this
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lies in ivrigation. 'These smme vast mountain ranges
which rob the plains of moisture, store up in the winter
vitst masses of snow and jee, which by the aid of man
can be sent Howing over the plains during the summer,
bringing fruitfulness and plenty to the tiller of the soil.
We have already stated that a large number of streams
issue from the mountains and flow in a general course
casyward through the distriet.  'These streams provide
the moisture required for the plains, and by means of
irrigation these streams will in time be turned out upon
the land. A great interest in the guestion of irrigation
has heen developed of Iate.  Irrigation conventions
were held during the past year and the question was
thoroughly discussed. The matter was pressed upon
the attention of the Dominion Government with the re-
sult that a bill has been introduced jnto Parliament,
provuling for a general survey of the country, with
the object of deciding the best plans for & comprehen-
sive system of irvigation. Onee a start is made we
may expeet to find a rapid extension of the work of
irrigation throughout Southern Alberta, and when this
is done the district will asstune a position of importance
as an agricultural country sccond to none. Tug
CoMMERCIAL was perhaps the first journal to call atten-
tion to the question of irrigation for our western sub-
arid regions, and it is gratifying to note that interest
in the matter has now reached Parlinment and a com-
mencement made in the dircetion of the practical
prosecution of the work. Alberta as a whole is but
thinly popuiated, and Southern Alberta is no exception
to the balance of the territory. The towns are there-
for few. There are ounly two towns in Southcrn
Atberta and those arc Maeleod and Lethbridge.  Leth-
bridge we have briefly referred to as acoal town.
Macleod is an older place and was at one time perhaps
the most important point in the territories

Macleod is loeated un the bnks of the Ol Man River,
about twenty-five miles west of Lethbridge, and 103
miles south of Calgary. The old town ot Macleud is
situated near the southern terminus of the Calgary
and Macleod branch of the . 1. R. A new town has
been started at the terminus of the railway, but the old
town still holds its own. 1Itis expected that the rail-
way will eventually be extended from Lethbridge to
Macleod and thenee on westerly through the Crow’s
Nest Pass of the Rocky Mountains. This is looked
upoun as a certainty in the very near futare. The C.
I’ R. has already made surveys for such a railway.

Macleod is ane of the oldest trading posts of the terri-
tories, it was the headguarters for J. G, Baker & Co,
the largest trading cuncern in the territories in the
carly days. with the single exception of the Hudson's
Bay Cuv. The latter company also has a branch at
Macleod. It is now the centre of the ranching industry
of Svuthern Alberta, and has been so since the incep-
tion of ranching in the western country. Ifere the cow-
boy could be secu in his native glory, and when they
came to town in force to celebrate they made things
lively for a while. Of late the *wild and woolly west”
nature of the town has been considerably toned down,
and to-day the visitor would not notice any particular
difference between Macleod and any other territorial
town. Since the Galt mines were opened, the raibway
built and the town of Lethbridge called into existence,
Macleod has lost some of its importance. Jormerly it
stood alone as the only town for a hundred miles or
more around, but now Lethbridge has grown up and
disputed the honor with Macleod of being the principal

-

town of Southern Alberta.” The fact that the new rival
had railway communication for years before Macleod,
tended to the disadvantage of the latter place in it
struggle to maintain commereial supremacy.

Macleod was kuown in its early days as Iort Mae-
lcod, from being a Mounted Police station. 1t has
always been an important Police point, as there were
strong tribes of Indians 1un the vieinity, and an inter-
secting point on.the trail to the boundary. The towh
has now a population of' about 100, and about forty
business institutions, inciuding the Maclead Gazette,
one of the most readable and cuterprising papers
published anvwhere in the territories.

Lethbridge has a population placed at over 2,000.
As it is an industrial town, its population is much larg-
cr than Macleod in proportion toits trading institutions,
There are about sixty business institutions of ane Kind
and another, including a chartered bank and the News
newspaper, a very creditable publication.  With the
splendid quality of coal mined there, in abundant
quantity, the future of’ Lethbridge is assured.  As the
population of the country increases, Lethbridge may
be expected to become an important manufacturing
town, and industrialy it has pevhaps about as good
prospects as auy town in the envire territorics. With
Leathbridge's speeial feature, coal mining, we will deal
it a separate z‘u'@icle.

COAL MINING AT LETHBRIDGE.

LERY few of the thousands of people who use

“Gals " coil have any idea of the magnitude

of the operations of the Lethbridge colliery,

which 1s now the largest one in Canada, bemg

only excecded in output by the Spring 11ill colliery in

Nova Scotin.  ‘To day talt coal is the prineipal coal

usedd in the cities towns and  villages of Manitoba and
the Territorics.

«Galt” conl is named after Sir A. T. Galt, as the
Company owes its existence largely tohim. The exist
ence of coal on the Belly river was learned of by his
son, Elliots ‘I’ Galt, some ten years ago, and in 1881,
before the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway
had reached Brandon, steps were taken for its develop
ment.  Early in that year application was made to the
Dominion Government for the lease of five mining
locations on the Bow and Belly Rivers, in different
parts of Alberta. Explorations were made on thew
locations during than year and in 1882, with the resul
that the promoters beeame satistied that the deposits on
the Belly river were superior to those on the Bow.
company was formed, the chief promoters being W
Lethbridge, W. Ford, Q. C., W. Burdett Coutts, M. I’
Peter Redpath, and dward Crabb, of ngland, awt
Sir A. T. Galt, and W. M. Ramsay, of Montreal, t
whose effect the present magnitude of the Company's
operations is astributable. It was decided to commenee
mining on the Belly river, where Ledibridge is non
situated, and to built a steamer and fleet of barges 1o
convey 3,000 tons of coal from the mines to Mediciie
Hat, whieh the Canadian Pacific Railway Company h.d
agreed to take from the Company at a good price
order to encoarage the cnterprise and ensure che.p
fuel for the prairic country which its railway wou'd
open up for settlement. The difficulties to be overcor e
in the building of these boats were immense, as it
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material, excepting tho Iumber for the hulls, had to he
freighted in bull wagons from Switt Carrent (at that
time the terminus of the Canalian Pacitic Railway o
Lethbridge, a distance of 250 miles, and the lumber
had to be brought from the company’s sawmill in the
Porcupine Hills a distance of 60 miles, to the shipyard
at Lethbridge.  Skilled ship-builders were brought
from Yankton and Pittsburg via the Missouri riverand
Fort Benton, and on June st, 1883, the steamer Baron-
ess was launched and floated down the rviver to
Medieine lat to reccive her machinery, but owing
to various disappointments and del ays some 200 tons ol
coal only were taken down the river that season.

Finding that the season of navigation on the Belly
river for the trangportation of’ coal was going to prove
very short, the company determined to increasc its
Ilo.mn"' tonnage by building two new steamers and six-
teen new b:u'gt,s, which was done during the fall and
winter of 1883-1, and on the opening of mwigation in
the spring of 1881, the company hwl three steamers
and twenty-five barges (,mpIO\ cd in cu'r\'ing coal to
Medicine Iat. The navigation of the river, however,
proved very diflicult, .mtl the duration of its scason,
owing to low water, extended over a period of seven
weeks only, thereby demonstrating that some other
means of transport would require to be cmplO) ed if it
was expected to bring the coal (ato general use in Mani-
toba and the Northwest Territorics. Short as the
season was, the company succceded, however, in de-
livering to the Canaditn Pacitic R.ulway 3,000 tons of
coal before the flect had been laid up owing to low
water in the river, and this coal on being thoroughly
tested in the locomotives of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way, proved to be of such value for steam purposns,
that the Canadian DPacific Railway Company offercd to
give the coal company a contract for a large quantity
of coal for a term of years, if it would build a railway
to connect the mines with the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Having obtained this contract, which it has held ever
since, with increasing quantitics each yecar, until now
it supplics the coal for 2,000 miles of line, the company
applied to the Dominion Parliament for a charter to
build a narrow guage line of railway, which was
granted.

A contract for the construction of the company's line
trom the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway at
Dunmore to Lethbridge, 109 miles was let in April,
1885, but owing to the Metis rcebellion on the Saskateh-
cwan breaking out about the same time, work was not
commenced until the end of May and (lurmg construct-
ion the work parties were nﬁ'or(lcd military protection.
Fortunately, however, owing to the judicious action of
the Government, the Indians in Alberta were kept quict
and the railway was finished on August 28, 1885, One
noticeable feature in the construction of this railway
was the laying of its 109 miles of track in 16 working
days, and the whole work of construction from the
turning of the first sod to the completion of the line was
done in 90 days. During the rebellion the Govern-
mens made use of the company’s fleet of steamers and
harges for the conveyance of troops to different points
«n both branches of the Saskatchewan River.

THE COLLIERY,

Coal was first dug in this district about 1879 on the
west bank of the Belly River, opposite the present
! f‘thbndge colliery, and at Whoop Up, on theSt. Mary’s
iver, a few miles further south, and was sent to Fort
"'-umn, Montana, by bull teams, and also to Fort Mac-
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leod for the use of the N, W, M. Police. In 1880 ofticers
of the Dominioa Geological Survey contirmed the value
of the deposite, and in 1881 Mr. W diam Stafford was
cmployed to explore on behalf of' the promoters of the
present company. ‘The mines at Lethbridge were stavted
under Mr. Staflord’s superintendence,  As the result
ol Mr. Stafford™s explorations in 1881 and 1882, he re-
portcd to the company that the coal on Belly viver was
superior to that on the Bow and Saskatehew: an, and in
Qctober, 18‘*2, work was commenced at Lc.hhrulgt- by
ramiing in two dritts from the level of the viver flat
cast of’ tlw river, and the shipments of coal was com-
menceed in I8S3, the lirst barge reached Medicine Hat
on Junc 1hth, the same day on which the Canadian
Pacific Railway track was Iaid neross the river there.
In 1883 and 1881 the output wus all taken by river to
Medicine Hat and on A\ugust 50, 1885, the first train
load of eoal was tuken by rait !mm Lethbridge to Dun-
more,

The company has parchased from the (fovernment
10,000 acres of coal lands and has a further reserve of
10,000 acres yet to be selected.  The coal seam com-
mences at Lethbridge and has been traced down the
Belly river cighteen milcs, the seam inereasing in thick-
ness, caused b\' foreign admixtures consisting ol tive
clay and stone being Tourd therein, The coal belongs
to the lower cretaceous formation, the oklest existent
in Canada, execept in Nova Scotin,  The vein in the
drifts and shafts now bheing worked is of a uniform
thickness of about five feet, a most important feature
being the slight dip, which is only about five ‘cet in
the mile or less than one per cent and is the tdghtest
in Canada.  In Nova Scotia the veins piteh at an angle
of from 18 to 45 degrees. The coal is free burnm«r
bituminous, e\ccllcm; as a steam producer and for
domestic purposes.  Dr. Selwyn, director of the Gico-
logical Survey, says distinetly that it is not a lignite or
a biown coal, but a pure bituminous one, and he looked
on it as in every prespeet the best yet found in the
Northwest, A series of analyses show its enmposition
to be carbon 54, ash 6.50, moisture 6.75, volatile matter
3275, Praectical proof of the quality of the coal i> fur-
nished by the fact that it is used almost entirely in the
locomotives on the Western and Pacifie divisions of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. A most important feature
is the casiness with which it is mined, both by drifts
and shafts. The drifts start in at the exposure at the
viver hank, the shafts are easily sunk, passing through
some 220 feet of sands, gravels and boulder clay, the
other 80 feet copsisting of shale. The shafts are tim-
bered throughout, as there is no hara rock.

As previously stated work was commenced at the
colliery in October, 1882, by running in two drifts on
the level of the river fiat on the east side of the river.
The system of drift working has since then been con-
tinued, there being now nine openings from the river
flat. Car tracks lead to the foot of the inelined railway,
up which the ears are drawn by a wire cable for 2,500
feet, rising 300 feet in that distance, to ¢he bank head.
In 1888, so as to provide for an inereased output, o
shaft known as No. 1 shaft, was sunk about half a mile
cast of the river to a depth of 300 fect, at which the coal
seam was reached. The output from this shatt being
now GO0 tons a day. Shaft No. 2 is three-quarters of a
mile north of shaft No. 1. It was sunk in 1891 abcut
300 feet to the coal seam, and entries have been driven
inte the secam for about 100 feet on each side of the
bottom of the shaft. The boilers and engines are in
position, the bank head, tipples, screens, &c., have been
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erceted, and branch tracks laid in from the main line,
and coal is now being taken out. Shaft No. 3 js half a
mile north of shaft No. 2, and one ‘mile north of Leth-
bridge siation. It has been sunk to the coal sewm.
Another shaft, No. 4, is sunk & mile and a half north of
the station. ‘Thesé shafts are eight feet wide by fifteen
and a half feet.

The system of mining from the river bank by drift-
ing is to drive two passages or gallerics, called entries,
20 feet apart.  One is aninlet for ventilation and also
a passage by which the miners enter and through
which horses haul out the cars of coul, the other is an
outict for ventilation. At the end of the outlet passage
nearest the bank, an air shaft is sunk, at the bottom of
which a levge fire is kept going for the purpose of heat-
ing or raritying the air. The faster the hot air rushes
up the shaft, the more cold air cnters by the inlet for
veutilation. At right angles to the two main entries,
n¢ a distance of every cleven yards, a chamber isstart-
ed off, narrow at first until it gets a short distance from
the entry, then widening out to 18 feet. The miners
dig the coal in these chambers, fill it into cars and
push the cars on temporary tracks to the main entry,
whence they are taken out by horses to the bottom of
the inclined railway alveady referred to. The main
entries are seven feet wide and six feet high, and as
the coal seam is only five feet thick it is necessary to
take out a certain amount of rock in addition, and in
many cases to support the roof with timbers. In the
chambers from which the nuuers dig the coal the roof
is supported across the roads by transverse beams, one
end being dug into the coal and the other resting on an
upright wooden prop. Inthe other part of the cham-
bers upright posts are placed, with a short piece of
wood, called a top cap, across them to support the roof.
This system of mining is known as the pillar and room
or chamber-working. A pillar of coul is left between
each chamber running its entire length, from which the
coal is extracted backwards to within fifteen feet ot
the entry, after the room has been driven the required
length. By this means solid pillars of coal of about 15
feet in length by various width are left along one side
of the main entry and scparated by the entrances to
chambers cither worked out or in process of extraction,
while the opposite side of the entry, with the exception
of cross drifts for air or roadways, is one continuous
pillar of coal, separating the two entrics. As the en-
tries arve driven forwarad these cross driftsare closed up
and new ones cut near the “ faces " so as to ventilate the
more advanced portions of the workings. Should it be
found neccessary at any time to abandon any particular
set of entries, the pillars then standing may be' ex-
tracted backward from the face. The cars of coal
hauled to the top of the inclined railway are taken to
the bani.head, where they are tipped over the sercens,
the various classes of lump, nut and screenings being
sorted out by the screens and landed in three separate
cars standing on parallel tracks under the screens.
T2+ "nelined railway has a double track, and at each
ti.; .« rake of seven cars holding about a ton of coal
cach is taken up, a rake of cmpties being sent down on
thic parallel track at thie same time. A trip is made
in three minutes. At the bank head at the top of the
incline a colliery car of coal is emptied over the sercens
cvery three quarters of a minute during the working
hours. There is also a small inclined track witha 15
horse power engine and cable for hauling coal cut of
the lowest drift entrance and then reversing lets them
down over a trestle, landing them at the foot of the

large incline. Themining from the shafts is on practi-
cally the same plan as the drifts, except that instead of
starting from the river bank, the entries are started
from the bottom of the shaft, and as the colliery cars
come to the bottom of the shaft they are pushed one at
a time on to a cage like an elevator platform, and are
carried to.the top of the shaft, 300 feet, in 20 seconds.

During its first year of working the company pro.
duced 22,000 tous of coal. At present the daily output
is 800 tons and its output for this year will exceed
200,000 tons, for all of which there is a ready sale.
The scam contains about 9,000 tons of coal under each.
acre. Of this about 4,000 tons e¢an be extructed, the
rest being represented by supports for the main gal.
leries, waste, &e.  About 250 acres have so far been
worked out.

OBSERVATIONS ON PRAIRIELAND.

EFORE leaving the prairie country and starting
through the mountaius it might be well to take
note of some uf the impressions made upon a
stranger passing through this great and thinly-

scttled plain Eountry.

If the stranger has had an Old Country or Eastern
experience in agriculture he will see much that scems
wasteful and extravagant in the mapagement of agri-
culture on the prairie. For instance, he will look at the
huge hills of stable and stall manure lying unused
around many farm steadings, and wonder why it is not
spread over the land to eurich it. IHe will be invredu-
lous at times when told that the land requires no man-
ure, and in some of the heavy black soiled districts this
isa fact for & number of years after cropping has com-
menced. ‘'I'he excuse, however, is at times made
cover for indolence and carelessness, as many of the
lighter soiled district farmers are beginning to find the
value of using up their manure as a natural fertilizer.
Another thing which will appear nothing short of the
most unpardonable waste is the burning of thousands
of tons of straw every fall after threshing is over.
During the first years of cultivation this was an absolute
necessity to Keep a farm clear, but every year more of
our farmers are finding out the value of straw, if only
for its share in making manure. Of course the loss of
the straw for bedding of animals and such uses has not
been felt in the past, as the lands from which wild hay
can be cut are practically limitless in many districts.
Another point to draw attention is the manner in which
live stock is allowed to roam about at will, apparently
unattended to, and yet sceming to prosper in their
uncared-for freedom. Many other points will stand out
as parts of a strange system, ov rather want of systeu,
to the agriculturalist from an old land, and yet a year
or two of farming in the prairie country would convince
the Old Country farmer that all the sights he sces and
thinks strange arc not blunders, but are the natur:l
results of surrounding circumstances, and that a radicl
changeto the usages of the old land he came from would
be as impossible &s it would be foolish and anprofitabl.:,
Many a settler from an old land, who had studiv
agriculture thoroughly therc, has turned out a failure
on the prairie, because he would insist upon makinyg
this new country adaptable to the usuages e brought
with him, instéad of trying to adapt himself to the v.d-
ical change in circumstances which surround him. In
fact scarcely any of the so-called scientific farmers from
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an old land are successful on the prairie until they have
cleared their minds and judgment of many of the deep-
set prejudices they brought with them to their new
home, and unlearned much they learned in earvly life,
which however useful in their native land often proves
only an encumbrance in & new country. Ihis is a mis.
take to be earcfully guarded against by settlers follow-
ing agricultural pursuits, and no matter how well a
man may be posted about farming in an old land, he
will be wise if he commences to recover from nature in
her primeval state to keep steadily in view that he is
once more only a learner.

But observers from other view points than the agricul-
tural will find much to wonder at in the praivie country.
The straight-laced business man would go erazy over
many of the loose-jointed arrangements of business here,
and still he would be astonished at how smoothly the
crude system or want of system works. Yet a critic of
that class wonld discover more real weak spots than one
in any other line. The business communities of the
Canadian Northwest are growing older, and the pionecer
ideas of business are beginning to prove defective and
not up to the situation.
merchants in business all over the prairvie country who
never received any mercantile training in carly life,
and it would be folly to expect business run upon busi-
principles from all ot such men. Many such make good
business men, but many work under great difticalties
for want of proper business knowledge and the result
is often failure, There can be no'doubt, but in connec-
tion with mercantile affairs, particularly in our smaller
towas, there is a larger range for reform than in any
other field, and this fact is beginning to be generally
recognised all over the country. Of course reform does
not mean the complete substitution of the system ot
older countries for the usagesnow in vogue here.  Still
it'is a fact that the man who received an early business
training has here as well as in other countries a great
advantage over others who never reccived such a
training.

But the greatest shock likely to be received by the
0ld Country arrival in this new country would be in
connection with our social arrangements. Society is
not graded into scveral classes here as yet, and the
absence of social barriers Letween people in different
spheres of life, would be a severc shock to many
punctillious people. Here the man of wealth and
education feels that he has no claims of superiority
over the poor and illiterate man, and the latter feels
and acts on his claim to equality. It is a notable fact,
however, that with what might Le called in older
eoantries the lower strata of society, there is in this
country a nice power of distinguishing between inde-
pendence and insolence. The most independent amongst
them feel that it is a duty to be respectful, and a crowd
of smoking loungers at a loitering place or even in a
twvern door, would cvery man of them remove his pipe
from his mouth and cecase to puff smoke for a few
seconds, while a lady was passing close beside them.

The relations between cmployer and employe also
differ widely from older lands. There is more fam-
iliarity and a sensc of mutual interests to be guarded,
and at the same time there is an absence of the unduc
familiarity, which is said to breced contempt. The in-
sependence of a laborer, with pick or shovel in hand
here would astomish the new arrival, and yet the
courteous and considerate manner in which that inde-

.»ndence is displayed would be equal cause for astonish-
ment.

Besides there are scores of

Another phase is the view from the moral standpoint,
and no Northwesterner is ashamed of the view his
country presents on this point. In the older places
crime of a serious character is alinost unknown, while
on the frontier line you could not find one specimen of
the reckless desperado not uncommon on the frontier
further south. ‘I'he community as a whole are a sober lot,
and drunkenness has not the hold upon the masses, which
it has in so many older countries.  True the bar room
has its patrons, Lut it has but a few even in Winnipeg,
who linger round it day in and day out, sapping life
away in dissipation.  liven the bar room is not purely
a swill den in the Northwest, and many strengthening
and health producing beverages arve served up theve
instead of alcoholic drinks. It is quite common to hear
in the winter an oyster cocktail called for, and served
in the shape of three oysters in a wide mouthed glass,
peppered, salted and vinegared all ready to swalloiv,
A beef tea hot is also a favorite beverage in the winter,
and the manufacturers of Johnston's FFluid Beef and
“Staminal” ship into the praivie country annually
thousands of eases of their goods, a large proportion of
which is dished up in warm strength producing hever-
ages over the bay, in the place of aleoholic drinks. Up
to three years ago there existed in the Northwest Terri-
tories a liquor prohibitory Jaw, which during the days
of construction of the C.P.R. across the country, was
a very useful and valuable safeguard. After this
work was completed the law was looked upon by many

" as a picce of unnccessary tyranny, and a system of

evading and defying the law commenced, and with its
spread went the spread of drunkenness. ‘The repeal of
that law was a thing dreaded by many, but strange to
say, that since its repeal drunkenness in the Territories
has been steadily decreasing, and is now down to where
it could never be seen or noted by the visitor.

As an agricultural country the people of the North-
west have reason to be proud of their country, as there
is no better in the world. Of the business sitnation no
onc need be either afraid or ashamed. If success is
not so general as it ought to be during the present and
general depression, matters will bear comparison with
those of any other country, and once depression gives
way recovery must be rapid as the country is burden-
ed with no load of wrecked speculation. Of the moral
and religious state of the Northwest there is great
cause for congratulation. This is the only portion of
North America in which the organization of schools
and churches Kept pace with the westward sweeping
wave of settlement, and this fact is doubtless closely
connected with the other fact, namely that we have an
utter absence of that state of reckless crime on our
frontier, which was the cursec of many a beautiful
frontier land to the south of the International boun-
dary.

This issuc of Tne CoMMERCIAL Wwill circulate asa
souvenir of the

WINNIPEG INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION.

Here an effort is being made annually to concentrate
the progressive foreds of the country ; and by meeting
and comparison so stimulate healthy progress. Itisa
sourcc of pleasure to know that this year the Exhib-
ition will much more than cver before bring together
evidences of the progress of the great prairie land, and
prove a great stimulus to the development of our in-
valuable and limitless resources. It cannot be that the
215,000 offered in prizes at this exhibition is the source
of attraction. The fact is that pcople all over the
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Northwest are beginning to see the great value of this
annual gathering and exhibit.

To the visitor from other lands we would say, that
the best time jn the year to visitthe Northwest is about
the time of the Exhibition being open, which is always
at the cud of July. At this gathermg the visitor can
see collected together the evidences of the great
possibilities of the prairic land, and take from ita
guidance to himsell during his travels through the
country.

In issuing the panoramic number as a souvenir of
the Winnipeg Industriai xhibition of 1894, it is only
Justice to say that the thanks of everyone interested in
the Northwest is due to the Board of the Exhibition
Association for the untiving and intelligent work done
during the past few years, and to offer congratulations
upon the success of the Exhibition in 1894,

IN THE MOUN". AINS.

) NCI clear from Calgary the traveller leaves
: the prairic land, and as he glides up the
gradual ascent of the C. P. R. the white cap-
ped peaks of the Rockies draw nearer and
nearer. ‘The little town of Morley is reached and still
the line of travel lies through green grassy hills.
Herds of horses, cattle and sheep are to be seen on all
sides, while the hills get more abrupt in their rising.
An hour or so after Jeaving Morley the train rushes
seemingly against a high “and almost perpendicular
wall of rock, then turns around gliding through a
natural gateway with colossal rocky pillars on each
side, between which the Bow river issues from the
mountains. Up this valley for half an hour of travel
and the prairie, the low hilly grazing lands and all
signs of fertility arc gone, the traveller is in the
ru«wed mountain country, and he sees around only
rocks and boulders, with a perspective on all sides of
tall mountaius with snowy pcaks and snow streaked
shoulders.

There is scenery enough of a rugged mountain char-
acter in what might be called the Canadian Rockics,
meaning from the prairie edge on the cast to the Frazer
Valley on the west, to lmke a dozen Switzerlands, and
through the different ranges, the Rockies, the Selkirks,
the (xold range and the Cascades, the ever changing
beanty of the rugged scenery h,.wes no time for weary-
ing. This first mountain valley is as beautiful as any
on the route, and as the Gap station is passed, and the
view of the “Three Sisters” becomes more clearly
outlined the scene is enchanting and the few miles
onward to the mining town of Cammore brings the
traveller to the peint, where can he had the finest
view of these triplet mounmins, which can be scen
among the illustrations in this issuc. But we must
fongcz scenery for & time, while we interest oursclves
a little in the mines of Canmore and the adjacent town
of Anthracite.

CANMORE.,

This little town nestling in the valley and surround-
ed by high mountains on a1l sides is destined soou to
become one of the most important mining points in
Canada. Here a bituminous coal is being mined which
has no superior, and perhaps no cqual on the continent
of North America. For a number of years attempts at
mining and marketing this valuable coal were made,

mostly by unpractical parties, and results for a time
were not satisfuctory. About three years ago the mines
liere and at Anthracite some ten miles further west oh
the C. I R, line came into the hands of a company
under the management of Mr. H. W. McNeil a man of
long mining expenence, and possessed of encerprise
and power of conception such as are bestowed upon
few men. Under his management coal mining beecame
a live and profitable industry in these places. A mar-
ket was soon opened as far east as Winnipeg, and later
on westward to the Pacific coast as far south as San
Francisco, and still later through the state of Montahn
castward into North Dakota. With these markets
opened the capacity of output at both places had to be
doubled nearly two ycars ago, and for the present
season, this enlarged capacity had to be doubled again,
until last scason the output reached in the neighbor-
hood of 60,000 tons, which will be greatly increased
this year. Yet with all the increased capacity Mr. Me-
Neill will not be in a position to invade any new mar-
kets this year, as his present ficlds will tax the capacity
of both mines to their utmost.

It is a fact worthy of note, that the coal from Canmore
is the only fuel mined on this continent, which has
stood the ngcessary tests, and is used by the British
war-ships on the Pacific coast. Mixed with the Anthra-
cite coal from Anthracite it is the fuel.now used on the
C. P. R. through all its mountain division and away
east on the prairie division, and it is only & question of
time until the coal from these two points will crowd
every ton of imported coal out of the whole prairie
country as far east as the valley of the Red river.

The quality of coal mined at Canmore is a very high
grade bituminous which burns almost smokeless. It
posseses 87 per cent. of a basis of carbon, and con.
tains less moisture than any coal of its class yet mmcd
in Canada.

This town and Anthracite are inseparably connected
in an industrial sense, although the class of coal mined
at the two towns is entirely different. Anthracite coal
is-what it is named, and in quality equals ihe finest pro.
duced in Pennsylvania. It possesses 93 per cent. of
a basis of carbon, and is almost entirely free from
moisture, and almost as destitute of sulphur. Each
season as the seam is penectrated deeper the coal i
proves in quality, and becomes harder and freer from
dress and dust, Two years ago there was a heavy
loss in crushm«v it to produce the different sizes of pea.
nut, stove and egg coal, but this scason it stands the
crushing much bettter, and,lcaves a small residue of
dust and dross.

The magnitade which the coal industry has assumed
at these two points may be guessed at, when it i
known, that over 500 minersare employed at the mines
of both, and still the supply of coal available at hah
points has as vet scarcely been touched. Only a liule
nibbling, so to speak, on the edges of the great scaus
has as yet been done.

Before leaving Canmore it is necessary to refer to
the group of pillar-like natural monuments close to the
station, called by some the Hoodoos. At a distance
these columns look like structures built by men, but a
closer view shows that they are natural monuments,
which have stood the beat of many a storm. Their
appearance can be better comprechended by a look at
the illustration in this number, than by anything that can
be written about them. From Canmore to Anthracite the
valley gradually narrows, and at the latteé place, is only
some three miles or so in width, and herc the visitor
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has entered the Canadian National Park. The few
miles onward to Bauft' is more contined seenery, but at
the latter place the valley of the Bow again widens out,
and the view becomes enlarged, and drawing up at
this station the traveller alights at the main entrance,
s0 to speak, ot the heautitul Natioual Park,

THE CANADIAN NATIONAL PARK AND THE
ROCKY AND SELKIRK MOUNTAINS.

HORTLY after the Rocky Mountain range is
entered, going west on the Canadian Pacific
Railway, the train will stop at a station called
Banff. ‘This station is already one of the best

known on the line west of Winnipeg, its particular prom-
inence being that it is the destination of passengers for
the Canadian National Park. A-large scction of coun-
try, extending for miles about Banfl, has heen reserved,
Ly the Dominion Government for a national park, and
certainly the sclection is a good one, for the attractions
which nature has here provided are many and magni-
ficent. The Government has selected this spot, as
the most suitable place in all this wide Dominion,
covering half a continent, for a national park. The
above is suflicient to guarantee that the place wmust
have many wonderful attractions. Certainly no trav-
cller for pleasurc should pass without spending at
least a few days in this beautiful and interesting
spot. The park is under the control of a commissioner
appointed by the Government. Carriage roads have
been opened up, so that long drives can be taken amoug
the mountains, and the glorious scenery of the park
viewed in this- way. Bridle paths have been buils to
reach points more diflicult of acecess, on lhorse back.
First class hotel accommodation can be had at Banfl,
The Canadian Pacitic Railway have a magnificent hotel,
overlooking the beautiful scenery of the Bow river
and there are other hotels to meet the requirements of
all.  Good accommodation is provided at very moderate
rates.

Banff first became famous as a health resort, owing
to the discovery here of hot minecral springs, shortly
after the railway was built. Many wonderful cures
are related of these springs, and undoubtedly wany
people would receive much benefit from a course at the
springs, who could not be helped by the ordinary
courses ot medical treatment. Every facility is aftorded
for bathing in the healing and invigorating waters.
The water is conveyed in pipes to the hotel bath-rooms,
while those who prefer it can go direct to the springs
for their baths. ‘

While the park holds this great attraction in its
medical springs, which alone are sufticient to make the
place famous as a health resort, it has other features
to commend it to those in scarch of a healthful place
of temporary residence. The climate is dry and ex-
ceedingly healthful, and affords just such a change of
airas most people require, especially those living in
moister climates. The summer is cool and invigor-
ating and even during a great portion of the winter
the climate is pleasant, and certainly exceedingly
healthtul,

The visitor can here cenjoy delightful drives, over
roads cut through dense forests of cvergreen trecs,
with wonderful scenery on every hand. Snow capped
mountains, dashing cascades, beautiful lakes, water-

falls, and the beautiful Bow river valley, winding
among the lofty mountains, all go to make up a land
of enchantient for the lover of nutural scenery, Bouit-
ing can be indulged in on the river or lakes, which
also afford splendid fishing.  Trout of large size
abound. 'Those who like shooting and have the endur-

ance to climb mountains in seareh of game, ean here

find sport to their liking. Wild sheep (the big horn)
and goats are the principal inhabitants of the moun-
tains. The deer family is represented by the stately
elk, the caribou and small deer. There are also bear,
lynx, wolf, beaver, cte., and in feathered game ground
and water fowl.  Wiile wolf and bear may be found
by the sportsman who searches for this class of game,
those who inclinc to roam about the park un-
armed, need have no fear of an attack from any wild
beast. They have to be searched for in the more
inaccessible sections to be found. At any rate, we
have never heard of a bear attacking man, and the
wolt is too cowardly to attempt such a thing, All the
other animals are harmless,

Those who have the endurance to attempt mountain
climbing, could spend an entire season in the Cana-
dian National Park and find a new hill to ¢limb every
day, and they would go away disappointed in not
being able to get to the top of some of the snow cov-
ered summits. In fact there are many ways of indulg-
ing in healthful reereation, sport and pleasure in and
around the Canadian National Park, cvena short season
spent there would help to build up and strengthen the
over-worked and weary man of business.

Some of the special features of the park arcethe great
cave—a natural amphitheatre in the rock—in which is
a pool of water from a hot spring. This is a favorite
spot for bathing. A tunnel has been opened to admit
of an entrance to the wonderful hollew in the rock,
and bathing facilities provided. Not far from the cave
is the “pool” a natural reservoir of warm mineral
water, which is also a favorite place for bathing. Then
there are the upper hot springs, at a higher clevation,
from which the water is taken in pipes for the hotel
bath-room. Lake Minnewaukan is another spot which
is visited by most parties who go to the park., The
carriage drive to the lake affords a delightful panora-
nmic view of ever changing scenery, There is good
bathing in the lake, and hotel accommodation at hand.
The Spray IFalls near the Canadian Pacific Railway
hotel is another point of interest. In fact, however,
where nature has done such wonders in the line of
seenery, it is dilficult to particularize, as all is won-
derful.

The Canadian Pacific Railway continues on from
Banft through tac park, through the maze of mountains
with wonderful views on every hand. The sumnit of
the pass which the railway follows is crossed at an ele-
vation of one mile above the sea, and the descent begins
on the western slope.  Right at the summit of the pass
the mountain peaks rise on cvery side, but the higher
clevation of the pass is shown by the lowering of the
snow linc on the mountains, From the summit the
waters divide and run eastward, eventually to Hudson’s
Bay, and westward to the Pacific Ocean.

Descending the western slope the scenery continues
grand, and ten miles down Mount Stephen is reached,
8,000 feet high, with its great glacier of green ice.
Here the Canadian Pacific Railway has erected a beau-
utiful cottage hotel, which is a brief stopping-place for
many visitors.
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Two hours by rail from the summit the Columbia
River is reached, and the Rockies have been passed.
The great rugged mass of rock, snow and ice known
as the Selkirk range of mountains now comes in view,
with a wide streteh of evergreen forest in the fore-
ground leading up to the barren peuks. The railway
follows the Columbia valley between the Rockies and
Selkirk ranges to Donald, where the river is passed,
and shortly after the ascent of the Selkirks is hegun,
following the Keover River valley. Donald is the end
of'a division on the railway, and was quite a lively
place during the building of the road, but it has now
lost much ot its ancient glory.

Enter the Beaver Valley and ecommence the ascent
of the Selkirks, for twenty miles we climbalong the
mountain sides, through dense forests uatil, near the
summit, we find ourselves in the midst of a wonderful
group of perks of fantastic shapes and many colors.
At the summit of the pass, four thousand five hundred
fect above tide-water, is & natural resting place,—a
broad level arvea surrounded by mountain monarchs,
all of them in the deadly embrace of glaciers.

Descending westerly from the summit we reach in a
few minutes the Glacier House, a delightful hotel
situated almost jn the face of the Great Glacter and
at the foat of the grandest of all the peaks of the Sel-
Kirks —Sir Donald,—an acute pyramid of naked rock
shooting up nearly eight thousand feet above us. In
the dark valley far below we see the Illicilliwaet,
river, glistening through the tree-tops, and everywhere
the mountains rise in majesty. To reach the deep
valley below, the enginers wound the railway ina
series of great curves or leeps all aboug the moantain
slopes, and as we moveon, & marvellous scene is pre-
sented  After passing for hours through gorges, and
wonderful scenes the Columbia river wvalley (which
has made a detour around the Selkirk range since it
was first crossed at Donald) is again reached. The
Sclkirks are lefi behind though still in view and the
Gold range of mountains arises as another barrier in
front. Ilere the railway again crosses the Columbia
river and the town of Revelstoke is reached.

REVELSTOKE.

This town on the banks of the famous Columbia is
decidedly an important point, and but for the quarrel-
ling of speculators over the location of the place would
have been a fine business town and & pleasant place to
reside. Speculation has dragged the town out to nearly
three miles in length, and places of business are located
one here and another yonder over this stretch. There
is plenty of business donc in the place by the score or
so of stores located there, as parties of every kind start-
ing out either up or down the river do more or less
trading here. Had the town been compactly located it
would have made a good business wvpearance, and no
doubt have been improved by those located therein, At
present it looks like so many fragments of different
towns scattered at distances apart, and any town-like
appearance that might be there is effectually spoiled.

Still Revelstoke is quite a trading point, and can
boast of at least one comfortable hotel, much superior
to the average mountain tavern. It has its school and
churches also, and in a social way is fairly organized,
while its business people are a hopeful and enterprising
crowd. The headquarters of the Columbia and Koote-
nay Steam Navigation Co. is located here, this being
the highest point on the river navigated by that com-
pany’s boats.

.clad navy.

One noteworthy fact about Revelstoke and the valley
it lies in is the abundance of moisture there,  Scarcely
a week passes during the summer without liberal 1ains,

"while in the Okanagan aud other valleys further west

the raintull is very light and periods of drought are not
unfrequent.

WEST KOOTENAY.

e ¢ e,

O learn anything of the mineral wealth of the
great West Kootenay country the traveller has
to leave for a time the main line of the C.P.R.
at Revelstoke and start on a speeinl journey down the
valley of the Columbia. This he ean do by taking the
boat right at Revelstoke and enjoying the beautiful sail
down the narrows of the Columbia into Upper Arrow
Lake, or he can go down the C.P.R. branch line to the
head ot Arrow Luake and there, at the beginning of deep
water navigation, take to the steambeat. By the latter
course he will miss a proper view of the seenery going
down the Columbia, but he will also be sure to miss the
possible annoyance of being stuck on a bhar in the river
for a few hours, thus veritying the old saying of “No
loss without some gain.” Oace on the Upper Arrow
Lake, and qn board of one of the comfortable and well-
equipped boats of the Columbia and Kootenay Steam
Navigation Co., the traveller can have some génuine
enjoyment. The Arrow and Kootenay Lakes are all
mere reservoirs pent up between ranges of high moun-
tains, and with depth of water sufficient to fioat an iron-
There is in North America no more
enchanting sail than down the Upper Arrow Lake
to its southern outlet and through the narrows
into the Lower Arrow Lake, and down that lake to
the landing-place of Robson. The scenery of these
lakes, softer to a great extent than what has been
passed through in the Rockies, is of the most beau-
tiful character, and is ever changing and at the
same time cver beautifal. The lakes vary in width
from three-quarters of a mile to three miles, and with
the varying height and outline of the mountains on
either side the sail is a panoramic treat.

From Robson further down the iake and thence down
the rapid Columbia to Little Dalles a fine steamboat
runs regularly, and by this route the traveller can go
on to Spokane Falls and join the Northern Pacific. A
wiser plan however is to take the C.I.R. branch line
train at Robson for Nelson. The journey by rail of 28
miles up the valley of the Kootenay River with its
rapids, cascades and cataracts is one of the most
enchanting pieces of travel in the world. Here, too,
the sportsman has struck an El Dorado, for in this river
the trout are in millions and the fishing has no equal in
the known world. Then as the Kootenay Lake opens
out a stop js made at the busy town of Nelson, and the
traveller is in the heart of the silver deposits of West
Kooienay:. - -

NELSON.

The town of Nelson itself has a population of over
1,500, and it has all the appearance of a busy mining
town. A good hotel and several large and commodious
stores go to show that the people are expectant ahout
the growth of the town. lere the traveller can start
out in any direction for a mining prospecting tour.
Over the shoulder of ‘the hill behind the town lies ihe
famous “Silver King,” the mine which two years ago
sold for one million dollars. Around the district scures
of mining claims are staked out, and only some m: ve-
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ment of a healthicr fecling in the silver market is
wanted tomake the work of development go on apace.

Some of the scams of galena ore located in this Koote-
nay valley are truly wonderful, and are little short of
quarries at high altitudes, waiting for capital and min-
ing skill to produce from them. Further up the lake
Pilot Bay is reached, and here a smelter has beén con-
structed and a town has grown up around it. Further
up the town of Ainsworth is reached, and here again
the country is underlaid with scam after seam of rich
galena, some seams heing within half an hour’s walk of
the town,

Further up the lake still and the town of Kaslo is
reached, and here i3 the best gateway to the Slocan
country over the mountains, supposcd to Le the richest
silver-producing region in the world.

It is not a time at present when much can be said
about a silver-mining region. The present unsettled
state of silver makes it impossible to base any calcula-
tions upon silver-mining. But thisstate of affairs cannot
last long, an improvement must come, and when it does
come the West Kootenay country will be one of the
richest and busiest of all the mining regions of North
America,

Leaving Revelstoke again, this time for the west on
the C.P.R. main line, the crossing of the Columbia
River is first made .over a bridge nearly half a mile
long, and shortly a«fter the track rushes through a
narrow rock-walled gorge into Eagle Pass, and follows
a shelf-hke pass along the base of the mountains. The
valley is narrow for at least onc hour's travel, and on
the right of the track, as if pressed up against the steep
mountain sides, on the opposite side of the valley, lics
the chain of narrow, mirror-like lakes Summit, Vietor,
Three Valley and Grifin, the rocks and tall pines of the
overhanging mountains reflected distinctly in their clear
smooth waters. The village of Craigellachie is reached,
where the last spike of the C.P.R. connccting the
Atlantic and Pacific shores was driven on the 7th of
November, 1835. A short distance further and the
track leads by the side of the great chain of Shuswap
Lakes, the highest water level known to be reached by
the salmon of the Pacific rivers in their upward run.
A short run within sight of this chain of lakes, and a
stop is made at Sicamous Junction. lere a rest must
be made and time taken to have a flying look over the
fertiic Okanagan Valley.

THE OKANAGAN COUNTRY OF BO.

HERE arc a number of valleys in the southern
interior of British Columbia adapted to agri-
culture and stock-raising known generally as

the Okanagan country.

Okanagan is made up of Shuswap, Salmon Arm,
Grand Prairie, Spallumcheen, Priest, Coldstrcam or
White, Mission, Salmon River and adjacent valleys, and
such tributary scctions as Kettle River, Rock Creek,
Similkameen, Keremeos, and part of the Nicola Valley.
The general physical characteristics of this country
are those of an undulating, ¢levated table land, varying
in altitude from one thousand to three thousand feet,
cmbracing rich open valleys, surrounded by grassy
henches, intersected by rivers and low mountain ranges,
sitted with pictresque lakes and woodland, and enjoy-
g a dry, healthful and invigorating climate—a country
o' rich and varied resources, and yielding as wide a
1+ uge of produets as are to be found within equal limits

in any knawn part of the world,  As will be seen here-
after the fruits of the soil comprise all those indigenous
to the north temperate zono In its widest extent : while
in other respeets the clements of wealth are, timiber,
grazing land and minerals,

The development of Okanagan was in the past
retarded by lack of railway fucilities and a consequent
inarket, little or no incentive to production being oftered,
Now the Shuswap and Okanagan railway enters it from
Sicamous on the Camudian Pacifle Railway, Notwith-
standing that for some yeurs baek settlement existed

- in this portion of the interior, little until recently was

geuerally known about it.  Enquiry was stimulated
by the proposal to tap it by means of a railway. Sinee
then, through ofticinl reports, and the knowledge
acquired in various othor ways, its churacter, as before
briefly described, has heon fally established, and now
it is the point in British Columblia to which the greatest
attention is direeted, T'he successful inauguration of
roller flour mills on a lurge seale and the magnificent
grain and fruit crops grown by thesettlers, demonstrated
thatas a purely agricultural region Okanagan has no
cqual. The purely agricultural portions capable of all
kinds of crop—cereals, roots mwd fruits - have been
placed, in aren, at between 300,000 and 500,000 acres,
both numbers being ofticind : while the pastoral lands
arc put down at several millions ofaeres, My, Farwell’s
estimate of lunds not requiring {rrigation, and suitable
for wheat, is 305,760, acres.  The nbove referes toagri-
cultural land and does not include bench or pasture
land, all of which i8 more or less tilluble with, and in
many instances without, irrigation, ¢ven in places to the
tops of the mountning,

The whole country has n park-like appearance, with
belts of timber sufticient for all the economic needs of
the district, numerous beautiful lakes and streams being
interspersed.  Thus, a peculinrly inviting landseape is
presented, The surface, level in places, rolling here,
teiraced there, dotted nt intervals with trees and shrub-
bery, is invarinbly clothed with vich, nutritious grasses.
The mountains are lightly timbered.

The principal crop has been wheat, for which a limi-
ted sale was afforded nt the Columbin Flouring Co.'s
mills. About 90,000 bushels of wheat per season are
here converted into flour, In view, however, of rail-
way communication being opened up, there has been
large acreage recently brought into cultivation, and for
several years back numerous orchards have been
planted out. Already there are a number of young
orchards in bearing, the fruit of which is of the very
finest quality and cannot be cxccelled anywhere in
Canada.

Of all the advantages which this land of valleys pos-
sesses, the predominant one is climate. ‘To that element
is due many of the possibilitics of British Columbia, but
to no part of it docs the remark apply with greater
force than to the Okanagan. All the Pacific Slope, to
the summit of the Roeky Mountains, is tempered by the
Japan current and the sca breezes by the intervening
mountains are stripped of their excessive moistuve.
The general altitude is about one thousand feet above
the sea level, varying in the outlying districts from
1,000 to 2,500, as at Grand Praivie and the Kettle River
platean, repectively, all well within the agricultural
limit, as defined by Dr. Dawson., This altitude, with
the modifying influences of the ocean, imparts almost
absolute salubrity to tho climate, which, now that it is
becoming known to medical men, is being more and
more recommended as o hewlth resort, and especially to
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debilitated, malarial and consumptive patients. The
climate is dry, and warm weather, with occasional
shiowers, prevails throughout the year.  Sowmetimes the
thermometer goes as high as 90° in the shade, but
rarely, but the evenings, without exceptions, are cool
and pleasant, with protracted twilight and cloudless
nights. There is absolute immunity from summer
frosts. In winter, there is a light snowfall and uni.
formity of temperature, the glass seldom showing below
zero. Extremes of heat and cold are not felt to any
great degree, and altogether the meteorological condi-
tions are as perfect as they very well can be. The
snowfall is never heavy and eattle graze the year round
on the hills,

Coming within the dry belt of the Pacitic slope the
question of*irrigation is pertinent, and upon this point
has arisen a great deal of misconceeption.  In no place
in the district north of Vernon, or in the Coldstream or
tributary valleys, is irrigation required, and wherever
frrigation is required on the bench lands, the most ample
facilities are at hund in mountain streams and lakes.
Okanagan may properly be termed the wheat field of
British Columbia, and of all the fine crops reaped yield-
ing all the way from 35 to 65 bushels to the acre, not
an acre is irvigated, and the most astonishing yields
ave obtained in oats and barley, roots, vegetables, hay
and fruits.

Near the licad of Okanagan Inke is situated the
townsite of Vernon,holding, it would scem, the commer-
cial key to the whole of Okanagan, and tributary
sections, becauase all lines of communications to and out
of them must pass through it. Some scven or eight
wagon roads lead out of Vernon in various dircctions.
To reach Vernon from the line of the Canadian Pacific
Railway the route will be from Sicamous by .rail to
Vernon at the head of Oknagan Luke, following mainly
the line of the old wagon road.

Tomatoes and cuncumbers are grown and ripen fully
in the open air, and melons of enormous size, weighing
30 and 40 pounds, arc commonly produced, and tors
have heen sold, although in the past they have gone in a
great part to waste for want of a market. 'Thisis
natare's testimony to the wonderful productiveness of
the soil, assisted by the climate. The success of grape
culture so far must rather be inferred than otherwise
from the favorable conditions previously described.
Peaches do well wherever tried, and a tourist writes
about them being so plentifal in one or two orchards
asto be fed to the hogs. In addition to the fruits
already mentioned, pears, plums, cherries, apples and
all small fruits are apparently indigenous, and meet
with the very best results, equal to those in any part of
the province, which is particularly well adapted for their
" cultivation. The Okanagan valleys arc remarkable for
the fine apples grown.

In regard to the land available for agricultural
purposes, it may be repcated that thorough surveys
would disclose considerable extent of land not yect taken
up and a geod deal not legally occapied, butapart from
that altogether there are large tracts of land available at
from $5 to 350 an acre, according to location and improve-
ments.  Herctofore, there has been littie disposition to
buy or sell.  Most of the land was obtained at govern-
ment prices by the present owners in large tracts, who,
have held jt.until the entrance of a railway would make
it valuable, but who, in view of the increase of the wild
land tax, are disposed to sell large portions-of their
holdings at reasonable prices. 'This scems to be a
general disposition. Many of the oldest and most

valuable ranches are now being divided up for sale.
Considering the many advantages which this country
possesses, alveady fully painted out, these lands ave
relatively much cheaper than farms in any other part
of the continent.

Diversitication of industry is onc of the chief main-
stays of a nation and a really prosperous community is
one that has many sources of wealth, or in other
words, one that does not depend upon vne or two things
for success.  While the Okanagan country has grain,
fruit, timber, fish, pasturage, healthiful and exhilarating
climate, sport, picturesyueness and other a ivantages, it
has also mineral wealth, apparently illimitable ~ conl,
gold, silver, platinum, mica, galena, and iron. At
Cherry Creck, Rock Creek, Siwash Creek, Okanagan
Lake, Kettle River, Keremcos, Scoteh Creek, Granite
Creek and elsewhere the mineral indications are most
pronounced and hundreds of claims have been recorded.

According to Dr. G. M. Dawson, Canada’s greatest
geologist and mineralogist, extensive coal Leds exist
extending throughout the southern portion of British
Columbia. On M. Connell’s raneh, Nichollson's ranch
and at other points on Rock Creek, coal of excellent
qualicy has reeently been discovered, and an American
company has recentiy taken it in hand. A correspon-
dent on miding in the Inland Sentivel wriies ;—¢ A
vein of coal has been opened up near the mouth of Rock
Creek. The seam is some five or six feet in depth,
and the quality of the coal excellent, giving 649 of
carbon.”

About $150,000 worth of dairy products was imported
in British Columbia last year, and - that fact imme-
diately suggests an industry for which Okanagan is
peculiarly adapted—dairying. There is no end of rich
pasturage, and the clean, healthful atmosphere, pure
mountain water and the cultivation of grasses and roots
without limit are just the conditions required for the
manuf.cture of condensed milk, creamery butter and
cheese of the very first quality. It has not been gone
into as yet for the same reason that has kept the coun-
try back in other respects, but it could be made profit
able heyond peradventuve, There is room, too, for u
considerable export trade. China and Japan are sup
plied largely from Europe.

As already intimated, while the Okanagan is nu
heavily timbered, it has everywhere sufficient timber
for ull economic purposes and to spare, out of which can
be developed an extensive lumbering trade.  There are
several sawmills at work and others arc in contempla-
tion. Thetimber woods have been categoried aceording
to value as follows:—white pine, fir, yellow pine,
tamarae, spruce, cedar, poplar, birch, cottonwood, vine
maple and willow. There are some valuable timber
limits located and the local demand. for some years will
be sufficient to meet the supply ‘of lumber; and a good
market will always exist in the North West.

From Sicamous Junction to the Pacific coast the rowd
lies for quitc a long way close to the Shuswap Lakes
with-their winds and curves. The scenery is enchant.
ing, although lacking in the rugged grandeur of the
Rockies behind.  The blend of rugged green mountains
and streaks of silvery lake remind one somewhat of
the Highlands of Scotland in the most rugged parts,
only the view is as a rule vaster and more comprehen-
sive. For three hours the margin of these lakes is
traversed. Wheré valleys are opened to the view
they are wider ttan in the mountains belind, and trom
the quantities of timber growing in them, it is cvident
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that large stretelies of rich agricultural lands are to be
had here. Gradually the ranching country opens to
view, and every here and there can be seen buildings
denoting settlement to some extent.

.

ON TOWARDS THE COAST.

T length the train pulls up at Kamloops, llercis
~atown which was in existence long betore the

. C.P.R.was constructed through the mountains,
and here since away back in the seventies a Hudson's
Bay Company post has been locuted. Round it a little
town had gathered a dozen years ago, which grew
rapidly. after the advent of the steam horse. The
town is the central trading point for the ranching
country,while it is also the point from which supplies are
drawn for the mining region further up the Thompson
river. The trade of the town comes from a distance of
at least 150 miles into the interior both north and south.
Kamloops is also a divisional point of the C. P, R.
and that has the ettect of locating quite a 1ailway pop-
ulation in the place. Tt rivals if it does not exceed
Revelstoke in a commercial sense, and it is much more
compact and town.like in appearance. The population
of the place runsup close to 2,000, about 200 of which
is the result of its importance as a railway divisional
point,

After leaving Kamloops the scenery again grows
wilder and more rocky and barren,as the Thompson
Canyon.is entered. Down the valley of this stream
the track leads along shelf-like ledges on the moun-
tain side, with here and there a tunnel to be passed
through and trequently a narrow-bridge to cross, which
spans some deep and narrow gorge. Nearly one hun-
dred miles of such travel is made before Lytton. is
reached, where the Fraser joins the Thompson and the
valley. widens out considerably, but loses none of its
frowning grandeur. At most places the track is only
a narrow ledge along the mountain side, while away
below the boiling Fraser rushes over rocks and bould-
ers, leaping over cascades. and tearing through nar-
row rocky gorges in its mad rush to the sea.  Six miles
beyond Lytton-the Fraser is crossed by a stecl bridge
hanging high above the boiling waters below, and
after that-the track leads along the north or right hand
bank, but. the road bed there is still along ledges in
the steep mountain sides, unless where the valley
widens, and allows of travel along. some more level
land down nearer the river. Across the stream the
old Cariboo wagon roadl can be seen winding itself
along the steep sides of the mountains. On rocks by
the stream can be seen the little shacks of the indians
who are engaged in spearing and netting salmon, and
around their Jittle camping. points -can.be seen the. fish
cleaned, salted and hung up to dry. Such are the
scenes down the valley until at North Bend where the
valley widens quite a little  the train stops to allow-of
a meal at a comfortable hotel., Here the traveller who
wishes to.investigate more into the grand-beauty of the
Fraser Canyon, can stop off for a few.days or the pro-
speetor for precious mineral can halt and make his
preparations for a. journey inland on a prospecting
trip. - . , L
There are great differences of taste in scenery as:in
oner matters, and even .in. rugged mountain scenery,
t!. re is a great scope for differences of opinion. .Some
trwvellers. prefer to all others the abrupt rising snow-

capped peaks of the Rockics and Seclkirks, others pre-
fer the softer beauty of the Arrow and Kootenay Lakes,
or the more expansive views ualong the shores of the
Shuswap Lakes., Very many travellers however, pre-
fer the Fraser Valley, and particulurly that streteh of
lnbous twenty-five miles from Novth Bend down to Yale.
1f a foawming rviver dashing over rocks and boulders,
leaping over easeades, and hemmed in by almost per-
pendicular walls of rock has any attraction for the
traveller, then he has it here in this twent)y -five miles
of travel. 'T'hen if he lifts his eyes from the rushing,
thundering viver below, and looks upwards it is only
to behold tall ghost-like peaks, with the snow on their
tops blending with cloud and mist, so as to alinost
puzzle the eye to determine where mountain ceases and
where cloud begins.

But this is a regicn tamous not for its scenery alone,
Away up these rocky gorges the daring gold huancers
made their way in the tifties and sixties, and millions of
dollars worth of the precious metal were picked vut ot
the bed of the great river and its tributaries by these
daring adventurers, many of whom lost their lives in
their perilous travels, and were swept away in the
roaring torrent of the river below,  Across the valley
from the railway track can be scen the old Cariboo
trail, following its snake-like course along the side of
the opposite mountain range, at points descending to
within fifty feet of the water’s cdge, and at others tol-
lowing a tortuous course upwards to an altitude of one
thousand to twelve hundred feet above the stream.
From the railway, car it looks like a path fitted only for
goats to travel over.  Yet the wagon of the explorer
and freighter made many a trip along this mountain
trail in bygone years, and the road is still used for

such travel, although not to anythingslike the extent to

which it was twenty to twenty-tive years ago.

Placer mining in this Fraser Valley has fallen to a
pretty low cbb in the present day, and every year it is
becoming more cvident, that quartz milling must in the
future be the system of mining in the Cariboo Country.
Comparatively few systematic attempts have been made
as yet at this style of mining, but the whitened waters
of the boiling river prove, that the work of extracting
the gold by some method is still being carried on.

About ten miles .above Yale, in one of the deepest
gorges of the river valley, the old Cariboo road crosses
the stream on a suspension bridge, and runs alongside
the railway down to Yale. The slender looking bridge
over the grim chasin has a kind of fascination about it,
and the eye of the traveller is fi~ed upon it, until a
yuick turn of the track hides it from view. arther on
the train dashes through a tunnel, and almost immedia-
tely after reaching the daylight again begins to slow
up, and in a few minuates stops at Yale.

In tle pioneer days of thirty-five years ago Yale was
a lively spot. Up the river as far as this point light
Craft steamboats made their way, and kept up a kind
of irregular traftic with the points on the coast. Until
the construction of the Cariboo road above, which was
done in the early sixties, mining prospectors and ad
venturers on reaching Yale went further up the river
in their.search for gold, with their lives in their hands
so to speak, and many a thrilling tale can be told of the
attempts, somec successful and others unsuccessfu!, to
make a passage through the terrible canyon immediate-
ly above this point. Below Yale, on the river bed, wash.
ing out gold is still carried on, but the work-is pretty
well given up by white men; and the pig-tailed.pative
of the Celestial Empire has almost a monopoly of the.
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industry, The town of Yale itself is a quict place of o
little over 1,000 population, a mixture of white men,
Indians and Chinese. The little plots of rich soil around
the place, are now cultivated, and quite a quantity of
apples and other fruit is produced here. Down the
valley some fiftcen miles further Hope is reached, the
station for a small mining town of the saine name across
the river, which may ) et become a great mining ce¢ntre,
as the deposits of. silver ore in mountains close at hand
are rich beyond measure, and are only awaiting capital
and mining skill to develop them.

From Hope onward the valley of the Fraser gradu
ally widens, until the point w here the Harrison River
is erossed some twenty-five miles below, and here the
valley is broad aud expaisive with wide stretches of
well caltivated land on all sides, The wild canyon is
left behind, and the country on both sides of the river
shows signs of great fcrtihtv Forty odd miles of tiavel
like this and New Westminster Juuction is reached.
Here the track divides like the two prongs of a pitch
fork, the one leading to New Westminster, and the
other passing Port Moody and terminating at Vaneou-
ver. From Port Moody to Vancouver the track rutis
by the side of Burrard Inlet, a narrow arm of the sex
deep enough to be navigated by vessels of heavy
tonnage,

VANCOUVER,

At this city the traveller requires some days of a rest,
and while enjoying it, he can also make  an inspection
of this wonderful city, which only eight year ago (then
in its early infancy,) was wiped out of existence Uy
fire, but which has since been rebuilt with a solidity,
such as is seldom seen in a city with a rapid growth,
such as Vancouver has had. Vancouver is yet a very
young city: A few years ago the only sign of civili
zation in the neighborhood was a saw-mill on the banks
of Burrard Inlet, attracted here by the grand timber
‘which covered the shores and surrounding country of
this magniticent land-locked harbor. Years. before
there was any thought of a transcontinental railway
terniinating at this poing, two saw-mills had been estab-
lished on Burrard Inlet. The one on the south side: of
the Inlet, and commonly known as the Hastings mill, is
now well within the city limits of Vancouver. The
other mill is across the Inlet opposite Vancouver and is
known as the Moodyville mill. These saw-mills are
operated at the present day, and together with a num-
ber of new mills established durmg recent years inand
around Vancouver, form what is one of the principal
industries of the place—the manufacture of lumber;
many ships are annually loaded on Barrard Inlet with
lumber for foreignlands, the exports going to Australia,
South America, Asia and Europe.

The city of Vancouver owes its cxistence to the
great transcontinental railway.
terminal city, being the Pacitic -coast terminus and
headquarters for the Pacitic division of the great road:

1t was at first understood that tlie C..P. R, would make.

their terminal point at Port Moody, near the head of
the Inlet and.a lively real estate ‘business$ was done in
lots and other properties ‘at this spot. The compmw,
however, decided. to make their terminus at a point

known as Ceal Harbor; just-within the first narrows of
Here a city was laid-out.and given the name.
Building. began with a rush onall ﬁldes,’

‘the Inlet.
of Vancouver.
but just as the place. began To. assunie the appearance
.of a town, it was wiped out by fire, on June 13th.1886,

caused by the fires kept bm‘nmg to clear the.land to

It is known as the

make room for streets and bulldings, 'This calamity
howevde, hardly made a check upon the growth of the
city. Building was at once resimed and in anin.
credibly short time Vancouver heeame a city in reality
as well as on paper. The young city now contains
many splendid buildings, including a fine hotel, an
opera house, wholesnle warchouscs, and business and
manufacturing establishments, I'he Dowinion census
of 1881, five vears after tho flre, gave Vancouvera
population of 13,000, The population of the city is
now placed unofficinlly at about 20,000, which is a
good showing in changing from n dense forest to'a
¢ity in eight yc'ws.

Burvard Inlet is a deep, land-locked inlet of the sex,
about fourtcen miles long and varying from one-half
to four miles-wide. It is truly a magnificent harbor,
affording unlimited room for dockuge, and with deep
water close around its shores  ‘I'lic ¢lty is located well
above the Inlet, on a ridge of land or peninsula formed

by Burrard Inleton the novth and lmgllsh Bay and

“alse Creek on the south and west. English Bay
forms a good roadway for ships, and False Creek Inlet
can be used for smaller craft, so that the harbor
facilities are not confined to Burrard Inlet alone.

Lumberig remains the chief Industry of Vancouver,
the saw-mills at Burrard Inlet, have a eapacity of 700,-
000 feet daily. Large iron works have been establish.
ed, and. nnocher important industry 8 u sugar refinery.,
'I‘here are also cement works, car shops, jute works,
co-operative industries, sonp f':\ctorics. tannery, brewer-
ies, ete.

The commercial trade of Vancouver has grown up
with the city, and jucludes a consideinble jobbing
trade with the interior as well as the usual retail busi-
ness. ‘The shopping trade {8 of course an important
feature of a place like Vancouver. There are regular
steamship lines to China sud Japan and Australia,
besides local lines and irvegulararrivals, Vancouver
is now an established seaport city and is undoubtedly
destined to become one of the great supply ports of

‘the world.

NEW \WESTMINSTENR.

New Westminster s located on the south bank of the
Fraser river fifteen miles from its inouth, twelve miles
in a southerly direction from Vancouver. The city is
sitaated on a slope which rises high above the river,
giving it a -very pleasant appearance. ‘The riveris
navigable for ocean craft, and this gives the city the
advantages-of a fresh-watey occan port.  Westminster
was established before the ndvent of railways in British
Columbia, and hefore the rlse of Vancouver, it was the
principal place on the maiiinnd of the I'ncific province.
The city has not been destroyed by the birth of Van-
coliver, but on'the other hand has shared in the pros-
perity and-advancement which followed the opening of
the transcontinental rallway.

New Westminster is renched, as stated previously,
by a branch: of the: Canadian Pacific Railway which
leaves the main line at Port Moody, thus making the
city practically a seaport torminal:of the railway. The
‘Great Northern Railway of the -United States has also
been extended. to a2 point on- the Frazer river opposite
New Westminster, and eventually the river will be
brxdged so that trains from all points south can run
into the eity. Thus it is.scen that New Westminster
has splendid railway: and- -shipping- facilitles. Linc- of
steamships run to Victoria, Nanaimo and up- rcr
poirits,
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The trade of New Westminster extends to points all
along the Fraser River, and it is the principal market
town of the Fraser River farming districts. Salmon
fishing and canning contributes considerably to the
.trade of the place, and lumbering is an nnpormnt
industry,

The city has a splendid water suppl\ from Coquitlam
Lake. The provincial penitentiary and lunatic asylum
are located here, also the central prison, court house, &e.
The city has a pablic library. As a place of residence
New Westminster is beautifully situated and affords
many attractions. Chilliwack is the principal up-river
point. -

VANCOUVER (SLAND.

ORlGIN ALLY British Columbia was divided into

" two colonies, One was composed of the Island
of Vancouver, with Vietorin as the capital,
and the mainland, with the capital at New

Westminster. The two divisions were subisequently
united, with Victoria ns the capital, and eventually be-
came a province of the Dominion of Canada. The prov-
ince of British Columbia thevefore includes the great
Island ot Vancouver, as well as what is ter med the
mainland of British Columbm. There is sometimes a
confusion of names between the island of Vancouver
and the city of Vaucouver. The latter is situated on
the mainland. Vancouver jsland is about 300 miles
long, and generally between 50 and 75 miles in width.
It is separated from the mainland by the Straits of
Georgia. The island, generally speakmg, is mountain-
ous, It is rich in timber and minerals. Coal-mining
is the most important industry. Lumbering is also
carried on extensively. Vancouver island has much
other mineral wealth besides coal, especially iron.
Agricultural scttlements’ have have been formed in
several districts, and a good deal of the land when
cleared will be adapted to farming, fruit-growing and
grazing. The Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway con-
neets Victoria and Nanaimg, the two prineipal eities on
the island. . Eventually the railway will bLe extended
to the northern end of the island, which is as yet
scarcely inhabited, the settlements mostl\' lying between
Victoria and Comox. Nanaimo is the centre of the
coal-n:ining industry, but coal mines have also heen
opened near ComO\, about 75 miles north of Nanaimo.

VICTORIA.

The city of Victoria, the capital of British Columbia,
is located on Vancouver Tsland, near ifs southwestern
extremity. It was pred‘cted bv some that the new
mainland eity at the terminus of the transcontinental
ailway; would speedily eclipse Vietoria, but this has
not yet been accomplished, for Victoria still remains the
commereial metropolis as well as the political capital
of the Province. Its situation on the island is a dis-
advantage in som 3 rcspet.ts, particularly in the matter
of railroad connections, but Vietoria has good shipping
.uhant;ages ‘While Vancouver has developed wonder-
fully and "built up a large trade, Victoria has also
forged ahead so that the trade .md importance of the

vity are’ much greater now ‘than they were when Van-
couver came -into existénce. Victoria was and is a
cumparatxvuv ‘Wealthy eitv. A number of wealthy
§ hbmg houges were esta.bhsheu Theve hefore the main-

1nd cnv ‘hid en- exnstence, and these housea have con:
t nued to hold then' own.

. ‘-

Victoria is the oldest place in the Province, and
from the days when the Hudson's Bay Company estab.
lished a trading post there to Larter with the aborigines,
it has remained the chief commercial point ot the
territory known as the Dritish Pacific coast region.
:Imter a crown colony was cstablished, with Victoria as
the capital.  British Columbia attracted little attention
in those days but the great gold excitement of 1358
made the eountry famous., It is estimated that nearly
40,000 persons came into the country that year, chiefly
from California and States to the south. Victoria dur-
ing that veriod had its first great *‘boom.” The coun.
try was not prepared for this sudden influx of pop.
ulation. The mountainous nature of the country made
it very difticult of access ir the absence of roads or
other established means of commaunication, with the
result that many of the prospectors cventually left.
Many however remained, and they form the basis of
the preseat population of the Province. 'The year
following this first great influx of population the yield
of gold was over £1,000,000, and a few years later it
reached nearly £4,000,000. Gold therefore led to the
first rush of population to British Columbia, and to this
yvear the yellow metal is oune of the prineipal attract-
ions of the country.

British Columbia became a part of the Dominion of
Canada in 1872, 'l‘hough the chief town in the country,
Victorin, was ut this time a place of a few thousand in.
habitants only. From that time the progress of the eity
has been steady and more rapid, and the population
now exceeds 20,000. Following the completion of the
transcontinental railway, the city had its second
“boom.”

Vietoria is easily approached by water. It is 72
miles from Vancouver and about the same distance
from New Westminster. Regular lines of steamers
run to Vietoria, New Westminster, the Puget Sound
ports of Seatle and Tacoma, Portland and San Iran-
ciseo, ete,; giving close connection with the Canadian
Pacitic, the Northern Pacific, the (ireat Northern, the
Union Pacific and other lines of railway. By railway
Victoria is connected with the coal districts at Nanaimo,
78 miles distant in a northerly direction.

The jobbing trade of Vietoria extends all over the
province. All lines of merchandise are represented by
Victoria wholesale houses.  The salmon canneries and
many other industries in other parts of the province
are owned ov controlled by Victoria business men.
Among the industries are lumber mills and sash and
door f actories, large iron works, rice mills, tanneries,
shoe factories, ete.

As a place of residence Victoria is a delightful spot.
The natural scenery of the surrounding country is very
beautiful, and the climate is cool in summer and mild
in winter. The coldest temperature never reaches to
near zero. The hotel accommodation is good. These
attractions make Vietoria a desirable place of residence
and attract a large number of tourists annually

There is some good farming land in the vicinity of
Victoria and a considerable agricultural settlement ex-
ists in the district. Esqmm‘x\t the British naval station
of the North. Pacific, is an outpost of Victoria. There
are always one.or more naval vessels in the harbor. A
fine dry dock has been established here.

NANAIMO.

Nanaimo, or the coal city, owes its grow th almost
entirely to. the coal -industry. The eity has a popu-
lation of about 5,000. Coal mining is the gre‘ntmdustr)
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The place is reached cither Ly water or by rail from
Victoria, The harbor is a splendid one. ‘'There are
three companies operating here.  The Vancouver coal
is really the only good coal mined on the Pacitic Coast.
There are mines on Puget Sound in the United States,
but the coal found there will not compete in quality
with the Vancouver corl, henee large quantities of the
latter are shipred to San Fraucisco and other Pacifie
coast points in the United States, iu spite of the duty on
imports charged at these ports. Last year the ship-
ments of Vancouver Island coal were about 850,000
tons, The high quality of this coal will keep it in de-
mand, and thus the progress of the mined distriet is
assured,

In addition to coal mining, Nanaimo has foundpies,
and machine shops, and saw mills. The city is pro-
gressive and has water works, electric lighting, good
schools, etz.  Steamers ran to principal points, ’

THE COAST COUNTRY.

HIS coast line of British Columbia, both of the
mainland and islands, is bold and heavily
timbered, and indented with nunierous deep-
water inlets., These inlets afford good harbor

accommodation. Vancouver and cther islands stretch-
ing along the coast protect the inner coast line from
the sweep of the ocean. Ships take advantage of the
navigable channel between the islands and the main-
land and thus pass in sifety in all kinds of weather.
Popnlation is very sparse and is principally engaged in
lumbering, salmon canning, fishing, etc. There is a
considerable population of the Indian aborigines at
points along the coast who engage in sealing, fishing
and any.gther employment offered by the whites, The
coast region has immense weanlth-in timber, minerals
and fisheries, and there is abundant room for the em-
ployment of capital in the development of these and
Kindred industries. In the summer seison excursion
steaniers run up the north coast, following the channel
among the numerous islands, and these excursions are
largely taken advantage of by tourists. It affords a
delightful trip in a cool climate during the heated
term. The secenery along the route is unequalled
anywhere,

THE GREAT PROVINCE.

FEW words about the Pacific province as a
whole, in conclusion. British Columbia is

. .great. enough in extent for an empire. The
Province has an estimated area of 383,000

square miles, or more than three times as great as
the combined area of England, Scotland and Ireland
put togeiher. The population, according to the last
ofticial census was 98,173, made up of 54,061 whites,
35,202 Indians, and 8,910 Chinese., The province is a
great quadrangle of territory, 700 miles long by 400
wide, lying north of latitude 49°, and west of the cen-
tral core of the Rocky Mountains, extending along the
Pacific Coas: as far as latitude 55°, and including a
large number of adjacent islands. Striking inland to
latitude 60°, it is shut off from the seaboard by a
narrow strip of Alaskan teiritory, and is bounded on
the east by longtitude 120°. The great mountain

ranges of the province—The Rockies and Selkirks on
the east, and the Coast and Island ranges on the west
a—gxereise & very important influence upon the country,
climatically as well as commercinlly. Therc is -no
scenery in the world to compare with that of British
Columbia, nor are better facilities anywhere afforded ’
of enjoying it.- ¢
MINERAL RESOURCES.

It is not alone the scenfe grandeur of these mag-
nificent ranjges that is their chief commendation, hut
their astonishing mineral wealth, which is indecd
phenomenal. To her mineral wealth isdue tlie firse
prominence which the country attained, her gold
placers for a long time being the chief attraction to her
shore. The base and precious metals are almost every-
where to be found in the privince, and are bound to
prove a chiet factor in her future development, It is
a well-established fact that a purely agricultural coun-
try rarely attains toany very high degree of wealth
or importance, as compared to one in which mineral
deposits are rich. It must not however, be inferred
that British Columbia lacks in fertility of soil or salu-
brity of climate, for in both vespects she is liberally
endowed. Byt then the speedy accumulation of wealth,
which naturally follows in the wake of successful min-
ing of the precious mdtals, and the impetus given to
manufacture by the presence ¢f coal and iron in
abundance, have ever been found an aitraction to any
country blessed with these indispensables to prosperity.
Mining, however, has heretofore been conducted after
a very crude fashion ; but a better day has dawned,
seience, mechanism, capital and system being brought to
the aid of enterprise and labor. New.roads are being
constructed in the richer of the inineral regions, rail.
way systems built up, and the most improved -machin-
ery introduced for the treatment of the oves. Writing
of the resources of British Columbia; Professor Dawson,
C.M. G, F. R. S, (Mineral Wealth, p. 15) says :—

# Everything which has been ascertained of the geo-
logical chavacter of the Province, asa whole, tends to
the belief that o svon as means of travel and trans-
port shall be extended to what are still the more
inuccessible districts these also.will be discovered to
be equally rich in minerals, particularly in the precious
metals, gold and silver.”

LUMBER,

The timber limits of British Columbia are among the
finest in the world, but unfortunately the trade in lum-
ber cannot e said to be much more than in its: infancy.
‘As, however, the supplies of the forest States of the
Union, eastern Canada or other great sources of supply
become exhausted, or the lumberman is diiven back
from the navigable waters, the prospects for the trade
of this province must necessarily become very bright.
Ccdar and Douglas fir are the woods chiefly handled,
the supply in each caie being unlimited. Good
specimens of the former nieasure from sixty to eighty
feet in circumference, and the numbei of such trees to
the acre can be estimated when it is stated that 30,0uu
feet is considered a low average in some of the limits
on Vancouver Island as well as on the mainland. Tim-
ber limits or forest areags can be [eased from the
government upon very favorable terms—ten cents per
acre per annum; fifty cents per thousand feetcur,
with a rebate of twenty-five cents. per thonsand export-
ed out of the province, is the royalty.



PURE HIGHLAND SCOTCH WHISKIES:

MAGKIE #00,, Glasgow and Island of Islay, Scotland
’| SELEGTED L-:A@AVULIN

Dxrect from that !‘amous Distillery.

The Islay B;lenxd,

. A Pure Old Malt Whisky reconunended by the-medical profession.

' THE WHITE HORSE CELLAR,

I A Pare Malt Spirit from the Glenlivet Distriet, which has no superiox
]

MACKIE & CO. HANDLE NOTHING BUT PURE SCOTCH MALT WHISKIES, ASK FOR
THEIR BRANDS FROM YOUR WHOLESALE DEALER.

GEO M. HAYWARD Northwestern Agent, P0 Box 44, WlNNlPEG
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Western Canada /
FREE FARMS FOR MILLIONS.

( razing Land
200;0005000 ?:rr gsegl';?na::tng\%::'i?gbaa;n:
emm——— the Canadian Northwest.

Deep soil well watered, wooded and the richest in the world—ecasily reached by
railways,  Wheat—average 30 Lushels to the seve, with faiv farming.  The Great Fer-
tile Belt: Red River Valley, Saskatchewan Valley, Peace River Valley, and the Great
Fertile Pliins,  Vast areas suitabie for grains and the grasses, largest (yet unoceupied)
in the world.  Vast mineral riches—gold, silver, ivon, copper, salt, petroleum, cte., ete.
Iimmense Coal Fields.  Illimitable supply of cheap fuel.

RAILWAY FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN.—RouteE—Including the Canadian
Pacific Railway, the Grand Trunk Railway, and the Intercolonial Railway—making
continuous steel-rail connection from the Atlantic to the Pacitic Ocenn through the
Great Faitile Belt of North America and the magnificently  beautiful scenary of the
North of Lake Superior and the Rocky Mountains.,

NEW ROUTE FROM ENGLAND TO ASIA, wholly through British Territory,
and shortest line throngh Canada to China, Japun, Australia and the East.  Always
sure and always open.

The Canadian Government gives FREE FARMS OF 160 ACRES to ¢very male
adult of 18 years, and to every female who is head of a family, on condition of living
on i, offering independence for life to every one with little means, but having sufhi-
cient energy to settle.  Climate healthiest in the world,

Further and full information, in pamplets and maps, given free on application iy
letter, addressed to

THE SECRETARY,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OTTAWA, CANADA,

(warked “ Iinmigration Branch )

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,
€ Victoria Chambers, LONDON, S.W., ENGLAND,

Or to any Canadian Immigration Agent.
/-—"'

Or to




