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; PREPARE YOUR FIRE-WOOD IN WINTER.
¢ Winter is not yet over, and it may prove useful to some of our readers to turn their
, attention for a few minutes, to the subject of fire-wood,—one peculiarly interesting at
this season of the year. The cost of fire-wood to those who are obliged to buy,in our
towns and citics, and in many of our villages, is a most serious item. TUhnlike some
other liouschold expenses, it cannot be dispensed with. TFire-wood is as much a ne-
cessary of life in Canada, as water. If it is becoming scarce, and dear, thus carly in
the settlement of the country, what will it be twenty years lence? Many of those
living in cities have flattered themselves with the hope that Railroads would cheapen
fire-wood ; but they lave thus far had a contrary effect. The quantity that these roads
consume is enormous, and the cost of carriage fu. any distance is such that it makes
the price to city consumers as great as it was before.
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Tarmers too are beginming to appreciate the value of their woul,and as their « bush”
melts away rapidly under the wasteful system heretofore pursued, they cannot but feel
uneasy for the future.  Toconomy is therefore a question of general, as well ay individual
intcrest.  As we write for the agricultural class, we shall not stop to consider the case
of city consumers. They, we fear, must continue to pay a high price for wood. Their
only means of relicf will be found in warm houses, and an economical Leating and cook-
ing apparatus. To those who are not obliged to buy their wood from others we shall
o{fer a few suggestions.

A~
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I. Jf you have cleared up your farm and reserved as much timber land as you think
you will need, lct none go tv waste. Use the fallen timber before you attack the
standing. ~ Cut down the dead and decaying trees before you touch those that are
sound. Thin out your bush gradually ; sow grass seed with i large mixture of white
clover to keep out weeds, and furnish pasture to your cattle, and you will find your
wood-land as profitable as any other. To those who have not yet cleared all they
; intend to, we would say,—stay your hand! Leave ¢cz acres more wood-land than you
1 mtcnded if your lot be 100 acres ; and ¢wenty more if it be 200. Many farmers in &
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30 THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

+ the older townships woulil give more for ten or iwenly acres of timber, could it be re-

stored, than they have ever realized from the same quantity of eleared land.

I Cut and hawl your weod in winter. Much discussion has been expended on the
question as to the proper téme of culling wood. The proper time, in our opinion, is
when it can be done without interrupting the other operations of the farm. During
winter the farmer erjoys a respite from field labor.  His {eams are idie, and he can in
most cases, without any additional expense for labor, previde firewood for the year.
At any other time it will impede important operatiens that must be performed in
season, or loss be sustained. Tt can be eut and hauled easicr, and theretore cheaper,
when snow covers the ground, than at any other season. A man can load a sleigh
quicker and with less ¢fiort than a waggon ; a team can bhaul more and larger loads in
a day. Low or swawpy lands not accessible in summer, can often be reached by Jack
Trost’s bridge, built for you without charge—and you should therefore take advantage of
it.  'Winter is the < proper” season to procure firewood.

III. Wood should be scasoned before it ds used. It is a popular ecror that green
wood makes a hotter and better fire than dry. It must seasos on the fire before it will
burn, and all the heat required for this purpose is lost as a means of warmth. - Water
in the process of conversi a into steam, absorbs, or renders latent 14G degrees of heat,
which go up the chimney. "We have seen good fires made of green wood, but we do
not believe in the ecorvmy of seasoning wood in the fire-place. The sun will do it for
nothing, and if you give him time will do it well. '

IV. Cut your wood into stove-lengths with a circular saw. The time spent and
timber wasted in chopping stove-wood will in #2co winters, if not ii one, pay for a
circular saw, frame &e. Those who already possessa horse-power—and many farmers
do,—can casily make the attachment, and with two horses and two or three hands
wood enough to last six months, can be cut in two or three days. The cost of a Saw-
mill complete, excépt the power, is about £10, and it will last many years.

PRICE OF GUANO—QUERIES AND ANSWERS.
Mr. EpiTor,—

Asa subsc{ribcr to your excellent paper—the new series of which is much
improved in appearance—may I ask a little information, which, no doubt, you are able
to supply. 1st, What kind of Guano is considered best for ordinary farm crops in
Canada? Can the best kind be obtained at Toronto, or Hamilton, or at what point ?
What is the price per ton? T am anxious to get some of this much-lauded manure for
use next spring, and shall feel obliged if you can answer the above in the February
number of the Agriculturist.

) ‘With much respect,
» I am, &ec.
Trafalgar, Jan’y,”18th, 1856. . T. H. C.
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Rrxaris~1. There are several kinds of Guano, or rather it is called by different namcs,
correspording with the names of the Islands from which it is oblained. We understand
there is some variation in quality, but the Peruvian Guano is the principal kind in the
market, and when unadulterated is unquestionably, a first-rate fertilizer. The * doctoring ”
of Quanoe is carried to such a length however, that it is very diflicult to obtain it pure.—
Lven in Englund aduleration is extensively practiced, and the only security is found in pur-
chasing from Importers of established reputation.  As Lo the best kind for ordinary furm
crops in Canada, we doubt whether any kind can be used with profit for grainerops, Hoed
c:ops may justify its application in small quantity, though with regard to these we need fur-
ther experiments. We had hoped that the Experimental Farm would have been in opers-
tion long ere this, and that the economicad and manurial value of Guano, superphosphate of
lime, plaster, &e. and vther matters of asimilar character, would have been tested in a care-
ful manner and the results made public. We have no desire to find fault, cgpecially as our
csteemed friend, Prof. Buckland is interested, though not as we understand the matter, blame-
worlhy. The “Farm” has been shifted [rom one part of the Univetsity grounds to another, two
or three {imes ; and even now there does not appear to be any certainty as to its location. We
would advise the Board of Agriculture to lease a piece of ground for themselves, and expend,
in experiments, the money and time now wasied on their *Journal” These will furnish
something worth publishing, and the Board will thus better meet the design of their appoint-
ment, and aid the improvement of agriculture. But we are travelling away from our cor-
respondent’s queries.

2. We are not aware that Peravian Guane, reliable as to gualify, can be obtained cither
here or at Hanilton. Our correspondent, we think, will be obliged to order from New
York, or better still, from Baltimore, the head-quarters of the Guano Agent of the Peravian
Government.

e

3. The price per ton of 2,240 pounds, at Baltimore, is $55. We presume almost any of
our merchants wounld execute an order for Guane. They may import this as well as any
other article, We learn from our American Iixchanges that the stock of Peruvian Guano
is light, and demand active. The price in England (17th Dec.} was £11 5s. sterling, equal
te $54 per ton.

QUICK RETURN OF DEEP DRAINS.

At a recent meeting of the London Society of Arts, Mr. H. S. T ompson gave a
very lucid illustration of the greater quickness of the deeperﬁrm‘n ; and as his experi-
ments throw considerable light upon the relations of ar, soil and rain-water, we subjoin
2 condensed statement of his description :—

It has for some time been known to practical men that deep drains begin to run,
after rain, sooner than shallow ones ;—a fact that has engaged the attention of the
scientific drainer, but seldom, if ever, fully and satisfactorily explained. Mr. Thompson,
with a view of solving the phenomenon, had several glass tubes made of different
lengtbs, filled with soil, and tested the times at which they began to drip when water
was poured on the soil at the top of the tubesat the same moment. If the soil was
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3 dry, the short tubes, which represented shaltow drains, began to run first ; but if water

was again poured on the tubes before that previously poured on had alt passed through,
 they began to drip again immediately that the second quantity of water was poured on,
and without waiting for the water last uszd to pass throu_h the soil. This was owing
to the elasticity of the air confined betsween the free water at the bottom and that at the
top of the column of earth, and in this case all the tubes, of whatever length, began to
drip at the same moment. . If, hiowever, the tubes, after the first application of water,
were allowed 1o remain some weeks, the short tubes discharged the whole of the free
water, but ihe long ones, representing deep drained land, still retained a ltttle free
water at the bottom of the column of earth; and when water was again poured on at
the top this free waler was emmediately discharged, or the decp drain began to run ;-
whereas the Sort tube, or shallow drain, having discharged all its free water, did not
begin to drip for some time ;—in fact, not till the water had percolated through the
column of soil. This simple explanation seem.s fully to meet the ease, and shows that
- there is no danger of making land too dry, as some have supposed, by deep draining.
Every additional foot of earth ameliorated by the deep drain affords no Tess than 1200
tons of active earth per statute acre for the sustentatioh of plants.

VEGETABLE €UTTER..

The ewt represents a very useful
rachine for cutting roots for cattle.
Tn Ingland, where roots are in
more general use than in this coun-
try, machines to cut, siice, and grate
them, are in much request, and rno
little ingenuity kas been expended
on their construciion. They are
nsually made of iron; most of them
are complicated and costly. The
cutter, represented in the figure, ig
ona good principle, and can be
made forabout $12. “The cutting
wheel is made of cast iron, faced
on one side, through which ate in-
serted three knives similar to planc
irons. These cut the vegetables
E into thin slices with great rapidity,

- and then cross knives operate to
é ~ cut and break them into irregslar

% pizces of convenient form and size for cattle or sheep to eat, without danger of chokmg
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This machine will cut one bushel per minute.
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PARSNIPS FOR STOCK.

MR. Eprror,—Having seen it stated that parsnips were more nutritious as food for
cattle, pigs, &e., than turnips or carrots, I sowed an extra quantily in my garden last
season, and had a good crop. I found that pigs have a great aflection for them, for on
one occasion they found the garden gate open, and passed by everything else to feed on
the parsnips.  They seemed crazy to get at them. Now, sir, is not this fondness a
strong proof that parsnips are geod for pigs? Instinct seldom errs in such matters.
What T wish to know is, whether they age good for fattening as well as mere feeding
purposes. Wil they fatten quickly, and will the meat be of good flavour, &e.

A SUBSCRIBER.
Etobicoke, Janvary 22nd, 1856.

Rexares~There can be no doub# that parsnips are 2 nutritious as well as health{ul food
for stock of all kinds—cattle, horses, pigs, and even poultry. Ve have not tried them suf-
ficiently for fattening purposes to speak from our own experience, but there is abundant
cvidence on the point from the experience of others. A good authority informs us that—
“when parsnips are given to milch cows with a little bay, in the winter season, the butter is
found io be of as fine a color and excellent flavor as when the animals are feeding in the
best pastures. As parsnips contain six per cent. more mucilage than carrots, the difference
may be sufflcient to account for the superior fattening, as well as butter-making quality of
the parsnip.” Another observes, “thatin the fattening of cattle the parsnip is found equal
il not superior to the carrot, performing the business with as much expedition, and affording
meat of exquisite flavor, and of a highly juicy guality ; the animals cat it with much greed-
iness. The parsnips are given in the proportion of about 30 pounds weight, merning, noon
and night; the large ones being split into three or four pieces, and a lit{le hay supplied in
the intervals of these periods. The resnlt of experiment has shown, that not only in neat
catile, hut in the fattening of hogs and poultry, the animals become fat much sooner, and
are more healthy than when fed with any otber root or vegetable ; and that, besides the
meat is moxe sweet and delicious.”

TAKE CARE OF THE LIVE STOCK.

The severity of the weather should remind the farmer of his duty to kLis domesticated
animals. Cleanliness and shelter are quite as necessary as food, if animals are to thrave.
Tt is a fact fully established by experience, and explained by science, that animals wilt
do better with a smaller ameunt of foed, when comfortably housed, than when exposed
to the rigours of the weather, with the best and greatest amount of fodder that can be
given them. When exposed a large amount of what the animal eats simply goes to sus-
tain the natural temperature of the body, instead, as it otherwise would do, of forming
muscle and fat, Xlence it is the interest of the cattle feeder to provide clean, warm,
and comfortable buildings for his stock, during winter, Yet how often do we see,
during the most inclement weather, cattle shivering beside some miserable fence, or
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corner of an open )ard during the greater part of the day, or, perhaps, of the night !—

It is no use getting improy ed ammalb, if they are not properly cared fur. I‘rutcctwn
aguinst cold zmd wet; clean and dry bedding, with regular feeding 2and walering, are
the indispensible conditions of soccess. The cliafl or straw cutter i amost invaluable
and cconomical mackine, and vught to be in the possession of every farmer, who keeps
a cow or a horse. A judicious mizture of {ood is found to he more relished by the
stock, as well as more nutritious  "With a laudable desire to make animals warm and
comfortable, care should be taken not to over crowd them,—particnlarly <heep, which
require for growth and health, considerable space and ventilation. The giving of roots
to stock in a raw and half frozen state, is bad economy ;—-such food should be either

cvoked, or lelt to be given in milder weather.

We learn from various private as well as public squrces of information, that the yield
of wheat in the southern and central parts of Ingland, does not upon threshing, come
up 1o expectation. The crop was gencrally thought at harvest-time to be con&lderab]y
above an average, it is now considered doubtful whethel it will even reach that point,
in some of the wheat growing districts. Jn other parts of the kingdom the yield seems
to be more katlsfactor’s Very similar accounts have reached us from Ireland.

In Scotland agricultural statistics are beginning to be collected with the neces-
sary care, and from the returns just pubhdwd we learn that sizteen out of eighty-five
districts return the produce of wheat as equal if not inferior to the crop of 1854, and
the remaining thirty-five districts arc stated at ten per cent or more below that erop.
Taking into account the character of 1834, as compared with the average of years, we

hould imagine the Scottish yield of wheat for 1835, to be not much below the erop
in ordinary years.

From these facts, and the general state of Europe, it ¢ Appears preity evident that
there can be no great giving way of the present range of prices beforesanother harvest.
" Very much will depend on the yield of next harvestand the prospect of peace. Through-
~ out the British islands every effort has been made to put the greatest possible breadth
of wheat under cultivation, during the late fall. And we learn from private letters that
in some of the southern counties, wheat-sowing was only stopped by the rather severe
frost which occurred just before Christmas.

{
§
§
§
g
} THE BRITISH GRAIN HARVEST OF 1855.

‘We think, therefore, our farmers will do well to thrash out their wheat and bring it
freely to market as the spring appoaches. The loss by vermin of keeping it long in
the barn in an unthrashed state, is often serious, and prices have some time past
reached a point that renders the raising of wheat—as well, in leed, of most other agri-
cultural products,—highly remunerating. A more abundant harvest, especially if accom-
panied by peace, will no doubt materially reduce the existing range of prices,—but we
anticipate no state of things for the future, that can possibly bring down the value of
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grain gencrally, to the low levdl which previously was obtained in Casada. .\ new and %
st important era kas undoubtedly commenced in Canadian furming, which it will be
the duty atd inteeest of the owners and cultivators of our free and productive seil fo
sustain and advance. The times of unremunerating prices, and that short-sighted nizzardly
cconomy, are we {rust and believe past forever. Ilenceforth our svil will yild an,
ample return for enlightened and liberal treatment.

The Committee on Machinery, Implements, &ec., at the last New York Staie Fair,
presented a Report which might well serve as a model for Committees or Judges, at
our Provincial Exhibitions.  They gave cach article deemed worthy of it, a specizl
notice, stating its uses, name of exlibitor, and their opinion of its meriis.  Infurmution
of this kind from a commiitec of shrewd, practical men, who cannot be suspected of
partiality through interest, must be invaluable to the public. To award the Ist prize to
A’s Threshing Machine, or B.’s Plough, conveys little information to the public, unless
they are also told whiy. "We consider that more than half the benefit of our Agricultural
TExhibitions is lost to the country, from the hurried, unexplained awards upon the merits
of the competing articles.

The following items from the Report of the Implem nt Committee of the N. Y.
State Fair for 1853, are copied for tivo reasons,—1st, for the information of readers
generally,—2nd, as an example for the benefit of Judges at our shows particularly :—

“The most gratifying feature presented, was the unprecedented display of machinery
and implements of every description, adapted to every variety of labor. It seemed as
if “invention™ was let loose upon the world, as the pioneer in every industrial pursuit.

¢ In this, as in every other cffort of the human mind, there is soinethimg which may
prove abortive. Yet it indicates a strong persuasion that the world is full of secrets of
high moment to man, and a conviction that the spirit of inquiry, by the observation of g
facts, may arrive at important results in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, ;

|
§
)

AWARDS AT AGRICULTURAL SHOWS. ;

“ The exhibition was well calculated to indtruet all classes, demonstrating to them
the progress made in every departinent of industry ; shewing them the necessity of
keeping up with the age, of taking advantage of every facility offered in improved im, le-
meats, and in improved modes of agriculture, of maintaining the prestige of position with
all, in all the pursuits of life.

“ In pursuing the examination, we find it necessary to be extremely cautious to dis-
criminate belween the different things offered as “ nnprovements.”  The world 1~ full
of new inventions, possessing superior merits, if we believe their authors and vendors.
We find some of these offered for competition, exhibiting real worth, and caleulated to
facilitate labor; others worthless,* made to sell.”” 'T'o the cautious discriminating mind,
the subject presents itsell in all its practical phases ; it selects and uses such as will aid
in business. It is ever careful not through extremne cautivn to lag bebind the times, or
through undue zeal to become the dupe of imposition !

“ The exhibition presented an opportunity for all to inspect these inventions, for the
farmer to examine them, for their exhibitors to explain their use and value. It wasa
coming together of vendors and purchasers for mutual introduction and for mutual ad- ¢
vantage, &2
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“1. One of 1he most useful and ecflicient machines presented for competition, and
which is caleulated to revolulionize the whole process of the ¢ Cooper’s Trade,” is
¢ Trarp’s PaTENT BaARREL MacuiNery,” exhibited by the Elmira Barrel Machine
Manufacturing C ompany. This machine takes the timber in the bolt, saws the staves,
hollowing with the grain j cuts them all of equal length; planes both sides smoothly ;
joints thcm, giving cach stave its proper proportion of bilge ; bevels, culs the crease,
furn the head and prepares the barrel for hooping, in a nianncr perfect and of the highest
finish.  With selected timber this machine cannot make an imperfect article, as the
staves are all made of uniform thickness, are jointed accurate and true from one end to
the other, ensuring casks that are tight, strong, of equal weight and capacity.

“The machine is so arranged thatlt can be ‘ﬂl'l""(.d to )n'maf.lcture barrels or kegs, of
any size. It takes the stock in the rough, and tums out the work ready for hoop.n at
the rate of from seventy to one hundred barrels per day, according 1o their finish, redu-
cing the cost of manufacture very matevially,  In view of its uuht) we award aDlploma
and Notice.

=8, ¢+ Prarr’s Dircu Dicser,” the committee consider ¢ the most valuable machine
or implement for the farmer, either newly invented or an improvement of any ongin
use,” offered for competition, and award it the Society’s diplorza and Silver Medal.

« 2. ¢ Prarr’s T Axp Brick Macuizg, the Committee deem to be the best
improved tile m'lchme entered for competition, and award it the Society’s Silver medal.

(The descriptions of these machines—Digger and Tile Machine, are omitted here,
as we have not the cuts.)

“4. ¢Ges’s Patext Prow GrIxpER AND Ponsuger, exhibited by J. Gibbs,
Canton, Ohio, is a valuable invention affording ease and dispatch in grinding and po]ishinrr
plow cqstmos, inducing the plow maker to depart from the old plan of” selling rough
worlz, and ﬁcemfr the plowm'm from days of drudgery, before his plow is in a condition Lo
do good service. It is a machine that every p]ow manufacturer should have who secks
to have public patronage: award a Diploma.

“5. ¢ BraMBLE’S AuTOoMATIC GRALY Scares,’ exhibited by 3. G. Milligan & Co.,
Bulfalo, is awarded a Diploma.

¢¢The Automatic Scales is adapted to flouring mills and forwarding houses. It re-
ceives the grain, weighs, registers and dLscharfres it, and at the same time re- -adjusts
itself.  All the power requlrcd is the gravity of the grain. The machine is a moveable
drum on a common-platform scale: there scems to be nothing complicated about it.

“The smallest machine will weigh one bushel at a draught, and five draughts per min-
ute 5 the largest fifty bushels per minute. We deem it 2 useful invention.

«15. "\To simple invention has, probably, produced more eflicient results than that found
in ¢ DeIT2’s PATENT ANcuLar Hasie” It is so constructed as to fit the anatomical
outline of the shoulder of the herse, and confines the draught entirely upon that point of
the shoulder where the horse can exert the greatest strenoth in drawing: award a
Diploma.

“16. ¢ PatenT FArM oR Roap GATE,” exhibited by C. Winegar, of Cayuga
county, is very convenient for passing t]n'ou')h without stopping to open or shut, as this is
done by simply touching a lever (in appxoaclnno the gate) to. open it,and another, (after
having passed through the gate) toshut it. It is so constructed as to keep in order
thro uoh all seasons of the year: award a Diploma.

“17. ¢ Lum’s SeLr ActiNe GATE, is so arranged that in driving through in a
carriage, the carriage wheel passes over an iron leve er, as it approaches The g,ate, and
opens it, and in ]eavmw the gate, over another lever, and shuts it. It is evxdently a
summer gate and not a winter gate. .

« 18. ¢Tue Dramise Tie ano Preg,’ exhibited by John B. Dixon, of Geneva,
is deemed the best entered for competition,and is awarded a premium of :;5
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? *‘The attention of farmers being directed morc recently to the subjeet of ditching
and draining londs, the commitlee subjoiu the prices for pipe and tile as furnished by
Mr. Dixon. It is sold per 1000 picees, as follows: —Fipe, 13ineh §9, 2 inch$10,
2} inch $12 50, 3 inch $15, 4 inch $40, S inch $80. Horse Shoe Tile, 2 inch §9,
3 inch $11 50, b inch $13 50, 5 inch $17 50, 6 inch $25. 13} picees will lay 1mod.

%19, Samples of * StoNg Proe ror Draivs, Gas AND Sewrrace,” ¢ xhibited by
E. & D. Focdick & Co., of Middleburg, Ohio. 'I'kis pipe is glass, glazed on the inside,
and will not, therefore, alter the chemical properties of the water or gas passing through
it. Tt is capable of standing great pressure, and swell caleulated for use in drains, reser-
voirs, and for hydraulic purposes generally: awarded a Diploma.

“ For the information of farmers, &c., we subjoin the price per foot for which the
pipe is furnished, viz: 1inch, 7 cents; i} inch, 73 cents; 1}inch, 9% cents; 2 inches,
12} centsy 2} inches, 16 cents; 3 inches, 20 cents; & inches, 28 cents.”

Many other machines are spoken of in similar terms; but we have copieid those most
interesting {o the farmer.

et e o) e

REVERSIBLE SUBSOIL PLOUGH.

i U N N N NN N
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The above 1s an illustration of a new subsoil plough got up by Ruggles, Nourse, and
Mason, of Boston, upon the recommendation of Professor Mapes, Editor of the
Working Farm:r. It is a double-winged ploigh, with an inclined plane on each
side. Tt has a heavy cast iron body part or standard, which is secured to the beam by
bolts, front and rear. The lower part of the body terminates fore and aft, in a two-
winged share or point, the wings or inclined planes on each side moderately rising from
said points, meeting centre-ways of the body, at a slight altitude above the base of the
plough.  "When the front end or point has become too much worn to be elfective, he
body part may e loosened from the beam, turned end for end, and attached again, thus
reversing the point.

The inclined planes rising gradually and to but a slight elevation, the draught of the
plough is quite light, as compared with subsoil ploughs of other construction, while at
the same time the lower soil is loosened and disintegrated. Where the sbject is to
merely open and loosen the subsoil, without bringing it to the surface, this plough will E
be found useful. "W have not seen it used, but from the accounts of its performance
in the American journals, it seems to give satisfaction. The price is from $8 o $10.
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WINTER MAWAGEMENT OF SUEED.

In the U.S. Patent Oflice Report for 1831, there is a valuable article on the “ITistory
and Management of the Merino Sheep,” by Geo. Campbell, Isq., of Westminster, Vt.,
from which we extract the following remaiks on the winter management of ~hcep,
which will be read with interest

« Much of the success of the wool-grower depends upon the winter management of
his flock. Sheep are animals which pay their owners better for good care and keeping
than any other stock usually kept on a farmj but if fed with a stingy hand, or neglected,
if suitable conveniences are wanting, they pay perhaps as poorly asany. T he annual
Joss to the United States, resulting Trom the want of suitable sheds and other conve-
niences for the winter accommodation of sheep, is inmense.  The promptings of self-in-
terest would scem suflicient to induce our farmers 1o adopt a better system of winter
management.  No intelligent farmer ai this duy will attempt to deny that waim enclo-
sures arc an equivalent to a certain extent, for food ; a variety of well-conducted exper-
iments have conclusively demonstrated the fact. A large proportion of {cod consumed
in winter is required for keeping up the animal heat, and consequently, in proportion as
the apartments are warm, within certain limits, the less amount of food will be required.
The other extreme, too close apartments, would be objectivnable from the impurity of
the air, and should be avoided. Sheep have very little reason to fear injury from the
cause. The majority of those in our State sulfer for the want of shelter, amd a suitable
quantity and variety in their winter food. Many flocks are brought to their winter
quarters in fair condition, but are fed so sparingly that the growth of their wool is almost
wholly arrested during the winter season, the fodder ouml them Dbeing only suflicient
to sustain the vital functions.  Under such circumstances the food consumed by them
is in fact nearly lost. The owner has received no return in the inerease of wool nor in
bodily weight ; and he will suffer further from a large per cent. of acival deaths before
the time of shearing.

With such a course of management the profits of wool-growing will necessarily be
swall.  If neither self~interest nor the feelings of hmmmty will nduce the farmer to
provide properly for his dependent flock, be Swill find it for his advantge to keep some
other domestic animal, and I know of nothing rsore suitable for such men than the hardy
guat.  While 1 protest azainst the starving \S’bltm, it would seem har dly ne tessary to
caution farmers against the opposite extr cme, t0ohigh feeding, which is also detrimental

1o the health and Jono life of the animal. ‘While preparing shcep for tl:e butcher, high
feeding is necessary and proper, hut for store sheep and br u.dmo ewes an over amount
of fat, pxoduced by high-keeping, is decidedly injurious; and aside from the atlending
expense to produce this state of things, it has a tcnd(.ncy 1o shorten the lives of the
sheep and enfeeble the offspring. T e forcing system of feeding brings animals to ma-
turity early, but is productive of premature death.

The proper and imost profitable mode of feeding, for breeding and store sheep, is that
which will develop in them the highest degree of l)odlly vigor. \hwp fed in this manner
would endure the fatigue of a Ionf- Journey, while those luuh fed would fail from the ex-

. cess of fat, and the s(,.mty fed from muscular debility. Iiver y wool-grower will find it

for his interest to provide warm, capacious, and well ventilated sheds Tor his flocks, with
a convenient access to pure water.  The feeding racks should be made with nood tight
botloms, in order that the chall and seed, the most valuable part of the hay, ma) not be
lost. \uch racks will also answer for fu.dmo out roots and grain, and will aveid the
necessity of having an extra lot of troughs for that purposc.

The different 'wcs and classes of shu,p should be proparly assorted.  This clossifica-
tion, however, must be left to the Jjudgment of the breeder. The size of his flock and
* his conveniences for keeping will determine the extent of the classification. It will be
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necessory, in all flocks of considerable size, to place the strong and feeble in separate
flocks. The breeding ewes should constitute another division, and so on, with the lambs,
keeping each class and age by theselves.

In regard to the question, Iow often should sheep be fed? a difference of opinion

amony good managers exists.  VWhile one believes that twice a day is sufficient, another
thinks it desirable to feed three or four times ; but the most impo.tant point, I apprehend,
is to [eed regularly, whether twice, thrice, or four times a day. The writer feeds, at
present, hay twice one day ; and next, hay in the morning and straw at night,and so on,
giving hay and straw alternately instead of hay ; and beside, a feed of roots and grain is
allowed at mid-day, allowing a half bushel of corn and cob, or oatmeal mixed with two
bushels of roots to the one hundred head. As sheep are fond of a variety of food, it
is desirable to make as many changes as practicable. If allowed constant access to
pine or hemlack boughs through the winter it will he conducive to their health. Salt
is also equally as essential in winter as in summer, and should be kept constantly by them.
Rock salt, which is imported in large lumps, weighing from 20 to 50 pounds each, is the
cheapest and best.  Sheep are not liable to cat it i suflicient quantities to ever in-
jure them, as they can only get it by licking.”

COFFEE AND COFFELE POTS.

« My dear friend,” said the Doctor, holding his cup in the left hand thwmb and fore-

{
finger, with the other three fingers stretched out over the vest of the table, “ I never ;
inhale the fragrance of coffee withoutl thinking of the old-fashioned coffee-pot, or ¢ Ma-
dame Follet,” as dear Miss Bremer used to call it. Do you know, sir—and I suppose
you know everything—do you know, sir, there are a great many old-fashioned people
m the world P ’

(
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We replied the fact was not to be disputed. .
“Old-fashioned people, siv ; old-fashioned people, sir ; old-fashioned in dress, in speech,

in politeness, in ideas, in every thing.  And, sir, not long since, T had occasion to visit
two old ladies, sir; T went down stairs to the basement dining-room, sir, without cere-
mony, sir, and there I found the antiquated virgins over their coflee, sir ; and in the mid-
dle of the table there was the old-fashioned tin coflee-pot, sir, scoured as bright as sand
could make it, with a great big superannuated spout, and a great broad-necked handle,
sir, and a great biz, broad hottom, sir, as broad, sir,as the top of the great bell-crowned
hat T used to wear when 1 went to visit them asa spruce young buck, in the year
cighteen hundred and twenty sir.”  EHere the Doctor’s spectacles fairly glistened again.

“Well, Doctor 7
“ Sir,"” replied Doctor Bushwhacker,  there was plenty of silver, in the cup-board;

plenly ; great pots and coffee urns of solid metal, sir, with massive handles to match,
but they were so old-fashioned as to prefer the old, scoured, broad-bottomed tin pot,
sir, and with reasen, too, sir.”

“(3ive us the reason thereof, Doctor, if you please.”
# Well, sir, one of the sisters apologized for the coffee pot in a still, small sort of a

voice, a little cracked and chipped by constant use, and said, the reason why they drank
their coffee out of that pot was Jecause it ncver seemed to taste so well out of any-
thing else.” '

“ Why not, Doctor
“Why not? Iasily enough explained, sir; we never aeake coffee in a silver urn,

and when we pour it from the vessel in which it is made into another, we lose half the %
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aroma, sir. Coflee is of most delicate and choice flavor, sir; ; very few know how to
make it or to use it. "The proper way to make good coflee, sir, is to roast it carefully
in a cylinder over a charcoal fire, until it is a hOht brown color ; then the cylinder should
be taken off the fire and turned gently until The berries are thor oughly cooled. The
best part of the aroma is dlbblp"llcd, sir, by the abominable practice of turning oul the
coflec into an open dish $0 soon as it is roasted. W hy, sir, any body can sec > that the
finest part of it escapes ; you can smell it, sir, in every crack and corner of the house.
When coeled, it should De put into a mortar and beat o powder. A coftec-mill only
cracks the onins, but a mortar pounds out the essential oil. Then, sir, put itin an old-
fashioned tin coffee-pot, pour on the lot water, stand it over the ﬁrc, not too hot; let
it simmer gently. If your fire is too hot, it will burn the coffee and spoil it. 'lhcn
sir, take Madame Tollet fresh from the ﬁre, stand her on the table, and if you want an
appreciative friend,-send for me !”?

¢¢ What kind of cofice is the best, Doctor 27

“Mocha, sir, from Arabia Felix.  The first Mocha coffee that ever reached the
Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave direct, sir, came in a ship belonging to
Captain Derby, of Salem, in the year 1801.”

& When was coflee first used in Europe, Doctor ?”

“ That my learned friend, is one of the ¢ two or three things to suggest conversation
at the tea lable,’ as our friends of the Flome Journal haveit. It is a matter of dispule,
my learned friend, and it will probably Ve settled after the commentators have agreed
upon the proper way of &pellmo the name of Shakespeare, Shaksper, Shagsper, or what-
ever you may call him.”

« How early was coftee in use in the world ?”

“ Sherbaddin, an Arab author, asserts that the first man who drank coffee was a cer.
tain Muflii, of Aden, who lived in the ninth century of the Ilegira, about the year 1500,
my learned friend.  So says Dr. Doran. The popular tradition i is, that the superior of

a Dervish community, observing the effeet of coffee berries, when eaten by some goats,
xendex ing them more lively and skittish than before, prescribed it for the” brotherhood,
in order to cure them of drowsiness and indolence. Dickens, in his ITousehold Wor ds,
gives a capital account of the old coflce-houses of London. By the way, there is an
.1ccount also, in Table Traits.  ere is the book.

B N

¢« Lend me thine cars."—Shagsper.

«¢The coffee-houses of Tngland take pxccedcnce of those of Trance, though the
latter have more enduringly fourished.  In 1652, a Greek in the service of an Lnf)hsh
"Pu-key merchant in Loudon. ¢ Thave discovered his hand-bill,” says Mr. Disr: achi, “in
which he sets forthi the virtues of the coffec drink, first pubhquely made and sold in
England, by Pasqua Rosee, of St. Michael’s Alley, Cornhill, at th:c ~ign of his own head.”
Mr. Peter Cunningham cites a M. 5. of Oldys in his possession, i which some fuller
details are given. Old}s says, “ The first use of coffee Env]'\nd was known in 1657,
when Mr. Daniel Edwar ds, a Turkey merchant, brought from Smyrna to London, one
Pasqua Rosee, a Ragusan youth, who prepared “this drink for him ever y morning.  But
the novelty thereof drawi ing too much company o him, he allowed his said servant, with
another of his son in-laws, Yo sell it publicly ; and they set up the first coffee-house in
T.ondon, in St Michael’s A]lcy Cornhill, but they separs ‘Itmg, Pasqu kept in the house.
and he who had been his partoer obtained leave to pltch atent, and sell the liquor in St,
Michael’s churthyard.  Aubrey, in his ¢ Anccdotes,” states that the first vender of
coffee in T.ondon was one DBowman, coachman to 'lmlxey merchant, named Hodges,
who was the father-in-Jaw of Tdwards, and the partner of Pasqua, who got into difli-
culties, partly by Lis not heing a freeman, and who left the country. Bowman was not
only patroni<ed, “but a magnificent contribution of one thousand sixpences was presented
to him, wherewith he made great improvements in his coffee-house,  Bowan took an

2 '1pprentu,c, (Payuter,) who soon learnt the mysiery, and in four years set up for him-
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self. The coffec-houses soon became numerous ; the pl‘m(:l])'l] were Farres’, the Rain-
bow, at the Inner Temple Gate, and John’s, in Fuller’s Rents.’

<« There, sir; and now my learned friend, I must pay a visit to that charming lady,
Mrs. Potiphar, who is suffering severely with a neuralgia.— Wene Press

From the Country Gentieman.
GAYLORD’S WHEAT CATERPILLAR.

MRr. Tucker,--Other engagements having engrossed my time for a few mbnths
past, I have been unable to examine and reply s0 punctu'zﬂ) as was desirable, to several
letters of inquiry respecting injurious insects, which have been reccived from your pa-
trons and correspondents.  Being again af leisure, 1 proceed to fulfil this engagement.

W. IR., writing from Cobourg, , Canada West, under date of Anugust 4th, says:

%1 enclose in two quills, some insects that have made great havoe among my wheat this
season, which I suppose to be the Wheat-fly or midge. What I wish to know is, if these small
orange-colored things in the quill marked I, are the same species as those in the quill marked
II, as I find them both in the wheat. My own impression is, that the one is the lurve, the other

the caterpllar, which will by-and-by become the fy; but not Laving been able to satisfy my- .

self on the matter, I take this method of consulting your superior judgment.”

The insects in the first of the quills, were, as the writer supposes, the larvee of the
wheat-midge, which is so improperly called the weevil” over a vast extent of out
country. ‘Those in the second quill, had all perished Lefore they reached me, but their
dried relicts plainly showed that they were quite a dillerent inscet from the others.  In
their present shrivelled state, these caterpillars are little over the tenth of an inch long,
and appear to have hada solft cylindrical body, which is turned upwards posteriorly ,zm(l
tapers to @ point.  The head issomewhat flattened, smooth and poliskied, and of a tawny
yellow color, with a few fme bristles scattered over it and the body.  The neck or
second segment, is also polished on its upper side, and commencing on this segment,
five dull white stripes extend the whole length of the body. One of these runs alontr
the middle of the hack, and is cdged each side with bhckxsh, another extends '1]onor
each side of the back; and the othex, which is broader, is placed low down upon cach
side. The back, between the three upper stripes, is dull brownish yellow or tawny;
the sides are black between the broad lower stripe and that along each side of the
back, and the under side of the body is dull pale yellow. There are six pairs of feet,
situated upon segments 2,3, 4, 7,8 and 9. In the quills were numerous gray and
blackish grains, fhe cm~tm<rs of the worms, held slightly together by fine, cobweb-like
threads, which they had <pun as they crawled abeut in the qml]

The description given above plainly indicates that these wheat-caterpillars from Ca-
nada, arc the same wlucil have long been known in western New-York and northern
Pennsylvaaia, our first and prmc:pql accounts of which appeared in the year 1839 in the
sixth volume of the Cultivator, consisting of 2 communication (page 21) from Mr. Na-
THANIEL SiLL, of Warren, Pa., and a more extended article (p. 43) from the Jate
WiLLiad Gavrorn. M. (Jaylord also gave a revised account of the smne worms in
his ¢ T'reatisc on Insects,” whichis pubh‘h(,d in the Transactions of the State Agricul-
tural Society, vol. IIT. p. 147. 'We learn from the last edition of Dr. HaRRIS’s
Lreatise, (p. 134,) that similar worms had been brought to lim from the state of Maine
and also from Connecticut, and that subscquently he had bimself seen them in a wheat-
field in the latter state. Lrom the description which lic gives of these New-England §
3 wheat-caterpillars, they would appear to be the same as those which I bave dc<cubed
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above, excepl that the number of their feet is swated {o be sixteen, whereas, in the
specimens before me, twelve feet are plainly pereeptible, and I can discern no distinct
traces of any beyond these, and this is also the number given by Mr. Gaylord. These
worms must hence be regarded as widely different from those of New-Iingland, although
they ave so closely alike in their stripes and colors.

It is much to be regreited that the perfect insect has never been reared from any of
these wheat-caterpillars of our country, that we might know what they are more defi-
nitely. Mr. Gaylord says the worms of which he writes, move like an inch or span-
worn, which we should not expect them to do with Wfeet situated as they are in the
specimens before me.  1f these specimens show the real structure of the caterpillars, it
is evident that they belong to the small group ef moths named Platyptery.c ; although
all the larvae of that group which are at present known have one pair of feet more than
we find in these worms, This group is placed in the family GEoMETRID.E, i.e. the
span-worm moths, by Mr. WESTWO0OD in his synopsis of the British genera 5 but more
recently (in Humphrey’s British Moths) he follows Mr. Stephens in clevating it to the
rank of a distinct family, named PLaTypTrRICIDE, . e. the broad-winged moths.

According to  Mr. Gaylord, these worms feed on the kernels of the wheat, both
when it is in its milky state and after it has ripened. They grow to the length of half
an inch or more. 'When disturbed they let themselves down from the wheat-stalk by
means of a fine thread which they spin. Some years they appear in greal numbers, and
perhaps not one of them can be found the next year ; and they will sometimes be quite
numerous in one wheat-field, when an adjacent field will be exempt from them.

Asa Tireu.  Salem, N. Y. (Fast Greenavich P. O.) Nov. 5, 1855.

PASSAGES FROM A FARMER’S NOTE-BOOK.

..« ... Ifind it stated, at a late meeting of the Yorkshire Agr. Soc., that heads of
wheat dilfer more than T had previously supposed as an average, In respect to the num-
ber of kernels or grains which they confain.  Nr. EH. 8. Thompson, of Kirby Hall,
presented one head as a sample of the largest sized heads, and it was found to contain
seventy-nine grains. In some quite as large heads grown in 1853, and of this same
kind of wheat, the number of grains only reached from twenty to thirty, and those were
extremely small.  The crop in which the best heads contained from twenty to eighty
grains, produced rather more than five quarters (over forty bushels) to an acre. The
crop of 1853, of which some equally large heads contained only twenty to thirty grains,
looked equally well, and had fully as many stems as the other; but it produced only two
quarters (about seventeen bushels) to an acre.

From these and similar observations which this gentleman had made he was pretly
thoroughly persuaded that the great dillerence in the yield of different crops consisted
chiefly in the numbc- of grains in the ear; or, in other words, that the great diflerence
between a productive and an unproductive crop was to be found in the great diflerence
of the number of grains in the car. =

May not a hint be taken from these observalions? It seems quite probable that if
those heads which contain the largest number of grains were selected out and sown by
themselves we might in this way cflect an improvement, or obtaia seed to produce an
improved and more productive kind of wheat.

< «v... Wefind it stated that a certain portion of Jand in England which for many
years had been let at a rent about equal to sixty-two cents of our currency,is now rented
at a sum equal to about twelve and a balf dollars.  During the period in which this
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land could not command any more than the lowest rental just named, it was sold at a

would now be about two hundred and fifty dollars.

R N N

e

bushels to the acre.  Or each acre has been raised in value nearly two

N

had moved away to recognize it again.

Whether fifty dollars could be expended to better advantage in improving an acre of
light sand by the addition of clay or of muck is a question about which we find variety
of opinion. ~Almost every one admits however, that some such amount might be laid
out on some sands so as to mulke ¢ pay. Arator. In Country Gentleman.

DRY BROTH.

Dry broth is a very useful and nutritious article. It is very common in Russia, and
in other countries amid huge forests where game is scarce and fuel of great price. In
traveling in that country, I came to a place where this broth was manufactured, and re-
mained there three days for the purpose of learning the process. It is as follows:

- Take half of an ox, half of a sheep, entire, ten fowls, ten partridges, and cut all these
into small pieces., Place it in a copper boiler well tinned, and pour six quarts of water
to one pound of flesh. Cook this in the open air, or in a basement over a moderate
fire, skim it carefully, and after the soup is well cooked add some vegetables, &ec., that
is to say, celery, pork, parseley cut fine, and cock the whole ten hours or more, or until
the soluble portions of the flesh are dissolved. Then strain the liquor through a colan-
der. Place the residuc under a press and pour wkat flows from it into the soup. The
residuc of the flesh is comparatively tasteless, and may be given to dogs, swine, &e.

The soup which has been strained, is again poured into the boiler, and made to boil
moderately. It should be taken from the fire at such time as, when poured off and
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ment must be determined by repeated trials. The soup should then be poured

into vessels of tin or potter’s ware, and suffered to remain several days.

allowed to cool, it will become a compact mass, resembling chocolate.
% then placed in the sun or in a dry room, until it shall become dry soup.

[ VeV P i T P N NN
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This very swrprising increase in the value and in the rental of the land is likely to
excite in somne, if’ not incredulify, at least curiosity or inquiry as to the cauwse. And
what was the cause of so great a rise? It consisted in the change of a Dblowing sand
into good arable and productive soil.  This change scems to have been brought about
by the addition of one hundred loads of clay to each acre of the light sandy soil. While
this addition of clay to sand was being carricd forward many thought the proprictor
was commilting an expensive act of folly and madness. But any one can in a few
minutes make all the calculations necessary to prove that, at ordinary rates of wages
for labor, every load of this clay must have been well laid out.  For the land which
formerly would produce next 10 nothing, now produces, when in wheat, as much as forty

twenty dollars 5 and by the most liberal calculation, the addition cf clay which was made
could not have cost, at reasonable distances, any thing over the one half of this sum,
and probably not as much as that.  After allowing a wide margin for manuring after-
wards, there would still remain a considerable sum to be set down as clear or net profit.

But it appears that many sandy soils in Norfolk county especially, had been rendered
ordinarily fertile or productive by the addition of much smaller quantities of clay. It
has been the practice of some in that county to add thirty to forty loads of clay per
acre, and to repeat that in ten or iwelve years. The land thus treated has in conse-
quence, become so allered in quality that it was almost impossible for old neighhors who

rice cqual to about thivty-two dollars of T. 8. currency. The present market value ¢
of this land is vot stated 5 but if in the same proportion to the rent as formerly, its value
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Dry soup is prepared of different sizes, of one, three, six or twelve pounds, and is
sold by weight.

Tt should be observed that in its composition there is no salt, nor spice.  Salt has a
tendency to soften and moisten it, and any spice does not suit all persons alike. Be-
sides, the broth, being administered as soup and dissclved, would not be suitable for the
sick.

This dry broth forms a very convenient kind of food for those traveling on foot or
through uninhabited districts.

The Ruseians who make the voyage from Moscow to Kiachta, over the steppes of
Siberia, searcely use any other kind of food. A vessel holding six or eight ounces of
boiling water, into which is thrown a half pound or more, accmdmo to the number of
guesta seasoned with salt and pork, and with garlic if to their tasta, poured upon bis-
cuits, furnishes a nutritious, wholesome and plo:mnt repast.  For sailors it is useful as
a preventive of the scurvey. (When wrecked, should each man secure a few pounds
of it they might thereby save themselves from starvation and death.)  Inlong journcys
over prairies and desert countries, it is of very great value.

This broth might be prepared with the beef and mutton, without the addition of other
things, Butit would not be so pleasant to the taste, nor command so high a price.—
Plough Loom and Anvil.
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BUTTER MAKING.—SWEET CREAM.

A writer in the Olido Farmer, discussing the propriety of aliowing cream to turn
sour before itris churned, says:

«TIf milk be churned as soon as drawn from the cow, and bufter be separated, the
buttermilk will be found to contain acid, though it may not taste very sour.  Whether
ths lactic acid is a cause or an effect of the scpamtlon of the butter, has not been sat-
isfactorily settled; but that it is always present after butter has been churned is a well
ascertained fact, aud this fact all scientific books on the dairy assert. Jolnson, Ballan-
tyne, Ayton and Traill, all teach that « butter made from sweet cream is less in quan-
tity and requires more labor to produce it, and is therefore unprofitable.”

We do not quitc agree with this. 'We cannot imagine why the presence of a minute
portion of lactic acid “should be presumed without evidence to promote the gathering of
the butter. That should be proved ere it is put forth. "We know that nice fesls often
discover the presence of lactic acid in new milk, and we have good reason for believ-
ing that the process of churning, by which the temperature of por rtions of the milk must
be somewhat affected, should tend fo increase the amount of acid. We are not satis-
fied that the presence of lactic acid is either the cause or the effect of the separation of
the butter. Nov does the fact that sweet cream requires longer ¢hurning than sour
cream, 7f ¢ be @ fact, show that it is iess cconomical. The quickest process is not
always the best. Besides, our scientific men are not the best authority on such ques-
tions. 'We should much prefer the opinions of judicious dairymaids. We have facts,
from such sources, which we would offset against a host of mere chemists, though cver
so “scientific.” Ask the dairymen and women of Orange county, so widely dxstmrrmxh(,d
for its good butter, and the information they would give ¢ would not strengthen the doubts
which this writer suggests.

We do not behewe that the presence or the absence of lactic acid can have any ef-
fect on the “quantxty of butter. The butter is there confined in sacks, and lactic
acl cannot increase it, nor can butter produce lactic acid. Science cannot begin to §
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give n reason why it should be supposed to do so. Toacts show that the best butter, :}

the butter that with a given amount of washing will retain its sweetness the longest, is
from sweet eream.

But we doubt whether sweet cream requires more labor to “ produce * butter than
sour cream. JKach little sack must be broken, and its contents gathered. We can see
how the presence of very sour milk might hasten the process of gathering or collecting
the butter, after it has “ come 5 but this is not what the chemists mean to say ; and
whatever they mean, their opinion is of no more value than that of any mere professor
of science, who may be fond of his own theory. Such questions are for actual prac-
tical churners 1o determine, who use various kinds of churns and various qualities of
milk and of cream, and so far as our experience, which is not small, and our inquiries,
which have been extensive, can clucidate this question, the convietion is full and com-
plete, in our minds, that it is desirable to have sweet cream for butter that is to be kept
a long time.  Nour milk does not of necessity make sour butter, but the presence of
sour particles in the butter made from sour cream caunnot he certainly avoided by almost
any amount of washing, and there may be enough present, after very frequent washings,
to convert the whole, erelong, into a rancidmass. 1lence we go for sweet eream.— Er.

COLD FEET

Are the avenues to death of multitudes every year: it is a sign of imperfect circu-
lation, of want of vigor of censtitution. No one can be well, whose feet are habitually
cold.  When the blood is equally distributed to every part of the body, there is gen-
eral good health.  If there be less Llood at any one point than is natural, there is cold-
ness; and not only so, there must be more than is natural at some other part of the
system, and there is fever, that is, unnatural heat or oppression. In the case of cold
feet, the amount of blood wanting there, collects at some part of the body which
happens to be the weakest, to be the least able to throw up a barricade against the
in-rushing enemy. Hence, when the lungs are weakest, the extra iloodgathers
there in the shape of a common cold, or spiiting blood.  Clergymen, other public
speakers, and singers, by improper exposures often render the throat the weakest
part; to such, cold feet give hoarseness or a raw burning feeling, most felt at the little
hollow at the bottom of the neck. To others, again, whose bowels are weak through
over-cating, or drinking spirituous liquors, cold feet gives various degrees of derange-
ment, {from common looseness up to diarrheas or dysentary ; and so we might go through
tke whole body, but for the present this is sufficient for illustration.

If you are well, let yourself alone. But to those whose feet are inclined to be cold
we suagest,

As seon as you get up in the morning put both feet at once in a basin of cold water,
50 as to come half way to the ankles; keep them in half a minute in winter, a minute
or two in summer, rubbing them vigorously, wipe dry, and hold to the fire, if convenient,
in cold weather, until every part of the foot feels as dry as your hand, then put on your
socks or stockings.

On going to bed at night, draw off your stockings and hold the feet io the fire for
ten or fiftcen minutes until dry, and get into bed. "L'his is a most pleasant operation,
and {ully repays for the trouble of it. No one can sleep well or refreshingly with cold
feet. All Indians and hunters sleep with their feet to the fire.

Never step from your bed with the naked feet onan uncarpeted floor. I have known
it to be the exciting cause of months of illness.
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Wear woolen,- cotten or silk stockings, whichever keep your feet most comfortable ;
do not let the experience of another be your guide, for dillerent persons require different
articles: what is good for a person whose fect are naturally damp, canrot be good for
one whose feet arealways dry.  T'be donkey who had his bag of salt lightened bk swim-
wing a river, advised his companion who was loaded down ith a sack of wool to do
the smne, and having no more sense than a man or woman, he plunged in, and in a mo-
ment, the wool absorbed the water, increased the burden many fold and bore him to
the bottom. —[HalPs Journal of ITealth.

THE DIFFICULTY OF JUDGING BETWEEN FIRST-RATE
ANIMALS.

The fo]lo“ ing, from the Merk Lane Express, may be read with profit by those
acting as J(xdrres at our public fairs. The recommendation in the last paragraph may
be useful to Aoncultmal Societies :

«Rir:—Allow me to ofier a few remarks on this subject, as apphmb]c to the ap-
proaching meetings of our leading agricultural socicties, now close at hand.

« The difficulties which ave often e\pmencod by the most competent judges, in deci-
ding between two really first-rate animals of a “first-rate sort, are greater than the
m'\Jont} of people who have never acted in the c’qncnt) of judges have any idea of—
T am happy to say that at the meetings of the Royal Society such cases frequently do
occur, and, I hope, always will, and with the wish that what I here assert may tend to
assist ]udocs on their laborious dutxee T am induced to trouble you with these remarks.

« T 'will take an instance of two first-rate short-horned buils, neither of them having
a fanlty point. Judge A. says, ¢ Whata superb back No. 1 has?  B. says, ¢ But look
at that depth of carcase in No. 2P <DBut the length of quarter in No. 1P continues
A.; and in return B. draws attention {o the silky texture of the skin of No. 2. The
The question is here put to judge C. who showld decide the case ; but he has to bal
ance, in his mind, whether a superior back is more to be considered than extraordinary
depth of carcase; and again,is a first-rate quality of hide equivalent to an unusual
length of quarter? And thus points, without having some definite value attached them,
might be compared one against the other ad nfinitumn, without ever coming to a sat-
factory conclusion.

« Now, what I wish to see is, a definite value affixed to every point in the perfect
animal, and when such cases of nicety as I allude to do oceur, let the judges take point
by point, and compare value in numbers, and then the animal commanding the highest
amount would be the one selected. If the perfect animal were 50, the component parts
might be something as follows:

) Bull. Sheep. Boar.
General Appearance, - - - - 8 12 20
Back, (length and wxdfh,) - - - 8 10 8
Chest - - - -6 4 5
‘Width of hips and ]om, - - - 5 5 5
Depth, (rotundity of mrcase,) - -5 5 4
Quarters, - - - - 5 3 3
Head, - - .- - - -4 4 9
Hlde, (or wool,) T 5 2
Bone, - - - - -3 3 2
Shortness of Iegs, - - - -2 1 2

50 50 50
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Society would devote one of their meetings to the consideration of the subject, their
time would net be wasted ; and a scale made under their direction, similar to the above,
would be received by the agricultural public as an authentic data to refer to.

“ Hoping that these remarks may draw the attention of our great stock-breeders to
the <ubJLct I remain yours, etc., XoXW»

IRON PIG TROUGH.

Pig troughs, as they are commonly
made, will probably continue to be used by
those who are not tasiely in such matters,
and who have no great admiration for zew
things, which cost a little more than the
old. But it must be borne in mind, that
the first cost of an article, is not always
its real,” or full cost. Durabilily is an
: ; element that materially affects the ques-
tion, and it m'ly often happen that an implement, or utensil, which costs three times as
~much as another, intended to serve the same purpose, is yet cheapest in the end, because

it lasts three times as long. Of course, W here the farmer is in want of capital —perhaps
is paying for his farm out of its ymﬂy productions—he is not able to purchase high-
priced 1mplements, though convinced of their superior meriis and greater economy in the
end. In such cases, inferior and cheaper articles must serve, until he is rich enough to

procure better. It is well known that the capitalist in every department of life, can.

purchase in the same market, and even the same goods, at a Jower price than the poor
man. But by enabling the purchaser to sccure the dest articles, as to quality and
durability, wealth is always a. great advantage. Iappily, a large proportion of our
readers in this favoured country, are, in the true sense, wealthy. They « have enough
and to spare.”” The disbursements of the year for all the necessaries and ordinary
comforts of life, ave more than equalled by the receipts. There is an annual addition,
small though it may be, to the accumulations ot the past. e call such persons
wealthy, and when engaged in agriculture, they can afford to buy the best stock, and the
best implements.
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This is rather a long story over a pig-trough, but the idea we are endeavouring to
Impress on the reader, is just as applicable to the subject in hand, as to any other. The

¢ cut represents an improved pig-trough, consisting of cast-iron, which is both durable
and convenient. The object of the partition ﬁ\ture, which can be remeoved by a few
turns of the screw in the middle; is to prevent the swine from getting their feet into the
trough, or hindering weaker ones among them from obtaining then' portion of food. It
will be seen that siz can feed at tl is trough at once. It costs little more than a

-

to any other kind.
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«This table is merely on a rough scale; but I think i’ the committce of the Tloyal
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A LECTURE DELIVERED BY PROF. BUCKLAND BEFORE THE TORONTO MECHANICS
INSTITUTE, DEC. 21sT, 1855.—CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.

We must now pass on from the field of classic literature, and make a few passing
remarks on the condition and progress of our art in the mother country, during the
middle ages.  Britain was wmainly indebted to her ancient conquerors, the Romans, for
her first lessons in systematic agriculture, as also indeed for other civilizing arts. But
soon after the retirement of thai adventurous people, a blank commences in British his-
tory, and at the fall of the ISmpire in the early part of the fifth eentury, we learn that
husbandry, with other useful arts had declined generally 5 and in Britain, the Saxons,
Picts, and Scots, kept the country continually embroiled in internal wars,—the ficlds
were ravaged, crops destroyed, and both the invaders and the invaded had to lay aside
the ploughshare for the sword. The devastations of war, from the fifth to the eleventh
century rendered land the least costly of all gifts, though it must ever be the most val-
uable and permanent. Amid the conflicts of factions and the din of war, the pursuit
of letters and the arts, (among the latter agriculturc occupied a foremost place,) found
aretreat anda congenial atmosphere in the religious houses of that period. Tor despite the
abuse which has been heaped upon their memory, the Monks were the sole conservators
of agriculture and the other useful arts, as they unquestionably were of sound learning.

Many of the grants to monasteries which strike us as enormous, were districts already
wasted, which would probably have been reclaimed by no other means. We owe the
aoucnltum] instruction of the greater part of Turope. to the Monks:—they chose for
the sake of retirement, secluded regions, which they cultivated with the labor of their
own hands. Several charters are extant, granted tq convents, of lands which they had
recovered from a desert condition. The monks were in fact not only the most advan-~
ced agriculturists, but the first landlords in the best acceptation of the term, connected
by the ties of ecelesiastical dependance and intercourse with Rome, the seat of their
supreme authority, and whatever still remamed in the world of ancient art, science and
literature, and employed in the transcription of manuscripts, whose lanouafre wasa silent
repository of kaowledge to all but their own order, they kept alive the embers of past
learning and cmhcat:on, which were otherwise threatened with extinction. Traces of
their acrnculturm skill and labor, may yet be observed in several of the richest and love-
liest scenes of the British Islands.

We have drawn a very hasty and imperfect sketch of Agriculture in the past, let us
proceed to glance as far as time will perm:t at its condition and progress during the
present century It is now about fifty years since Davy read his celebr ated lectures on
the relations of chemistry to the practice of husbmdry, before the Board of Agriculture,
That circumstance may be said to have commenced a new era in the art. Agricultme
having invoked the aid of <cxence, it became thenceforth destined to assume a higher and
more definite form. It became in fact reduced to its simplest formula,—the laws which
regulate the conversion of inorganic matter, through the intervention of the vegetable,
info the varied forms of animal life. Chernistr y pointed out the soil and the wtmosphere
as the only sources from which vegetable and animal structures are built up, and the
laws which govern their combinations.

“Qut of ne"lr]y sixty centuries which make up the history of the world, take away
but the last,—I might almost say the last hall century and what becomes of this great

L e]emevtm 'y science, (httle even yet valued at its true importance) which dissects and 2

Q\
»-'c-’

e T T T e I P )

e - - o
N ™ e e ™ e s P PN N A NN N S I NN ISl el ™ P S S S St S N TN T T S TN ST N S JJ.&S\?»



G
>
o

. THE CANADIAN AGRIGCULTURIST. ER

4
0\
~v

e e e e e e e e e e e e N e e e el N A A A el e A A e S S et A ™o et ™ ™t~ et~ s ™ " * o WM

B

explains to us, the simple elements and constitution of all the mat'er we behold,—of
every cxisting substance that we come into contact with by the aid of our bodily sen<e,
of cverything, in short, that we can touch, taste, smell or sec, and of a great deal
which is not cognisable by the external senses, but only by those of the mind, such as
invisible gases :—where, again would be that other science, which investigates the sub-
stance of the planet on which we live and move ; which, step by step, interrogates the
solid rock, and chronicles its place in the history of creation, by the evidence inclosed,
(not without a fore-intended purpose) in ils successive layers of once living creatures,
now lying in monumental forms, more real than sculptured efligics, and aflording, (by
the regular serics they present of fossil anatomy and osteology,) a complete sketeh of
the rise and progress of organic forms of plant and animal, antecedent to those we now
sce aronnd us.  Where, again, would be that analytical history of organised matter,
which cxplains the growth and structure of all existing forms of LIFE, containing within
themselves the principle of incision and reprodugtion 2—1I allude to Chemistry, Grology,
and Animal and vegetable Physiology.”

Tt must be acknowledged that, considering the high antiquity of the agrienllural art
and its importance to mankind, science has done infinitely less for it, than for any other
cconomic art of much inferior value. Many of the old rules and practices of Grecce,
and Liome, as we have already scen, have come down to the present day in their primi-
tive and unimproved condition. This state of things admits of a ready solution, when
it is considered that the present century may be said as having given birth to organic
chemistry, at Jeast so far as it has any clearly defined bearing upon the principles and
practice of agriculture. Several tangible causes might readily be assigned to account
for the comparatively slow progress of this art. One is to be found in varicty of
climate. "Lhis, which, from the earliest time, was the moving one in commerce, was a
restricting and retarding one n agriculture. The casy labors of the Egyptian husband-
man, when the Nile has left his fields manured and cultivated to his hand without any
trouble on his part, would afford little of practical knowledge to the farmer of Beeolia,
Migara and Thrace, the granaries of Greece, or of Sicily and Sardinia, the store-
houses of Rome : nor would these in their turn, supply much useful or applicable infor-
mation in the art, as in the progress of civilisation towards the more northern parts of
"Europe, the changed influence of the elements and seasons, gradually altered almost to
complete reversal, every detail of husbandry practice, under the inverted preponderance
of heat and cold, drought and moisture. "The progress of the art was checked, as the
conditions of its practice kept varying at every step.

Again differences of so2Z would be found upon smaller areas to operate against ihe
rapid march of agricultural improvement, and of establishing the art upon a strictly
scietific basis. 'What was applicable to one particular section of country, or indeed fo
one portion of a farm, would not be found suitable to another portion possessing a dif-
ferentsoil.  Altitude, or the elevation of a farm above the level of the sea, exhibits
the exact effects of different latitude.

Then again the condition in the life of the agriculturist has been felt in all ages as
more or less an impediment to the rapid diffusion of rural improvement. The farmer,
from the very nature of his pursuit, is more or less localised and isolated, and is conse-
quently cut off from the daily intercourse and mental activity which characterise the
inhabitants of towns. The facilities, however, which railways are conferring on travel-
ling, in diminishing vastly both the time and money consumed, is operating most favora-
bly on the rural population and we are just beginning to partake of the advantages in
Canada. Few things tend more to the improvement of agriculture, than the enabling
of its followers to make extensive observations. Lord Bacon told us three centuries
ago, that a science can only grow by the observation of indiwvidudl facts. It is of
tne utmost importance therefore that agriculturists should occasionaily extend their ob-
servations beyond their own districts, and make themselves acquainted with the farm
practices and productions of different soils and localities.
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3 Another cause of slow progress in this art may he found in the length of time nced-
*ed for experiment.  Inmany arts cffects rapidly follow their causes, so that many trials %
" can be made in a short space of tine. Not so however in agriculture. The farmer
can usually make but a single experiment on a given subject in the course of a year,
and with reference to some manures and systems of rotation, several years are required
to arrive at a single result,—Dbeside after carefully, and it may be successfully, watching
¢ a series of processes for a number of years, some unforeseen and equally uncontrolable
> change takes place in the season, or a destructive visitation of insects, before the ex-
+ periment is concluded, which render the whole proceedings of little worth. Iow dil- ¢
> ferent is the condition of the manufacturer, who conducts his operations with rapidity

¢ and certainty ; and protected from, what to the farmer is so often a source of dilliculty

¢ and failure, the fickleness of the weather. A Newton, a Columbus, a Ilarvey, a Watt,
. a Davy, or an Arkwright, might each, in a single life, revolutionise the whole structure
¢ of the art or science which formed the subject of his particular genius; but it was
scarcely within the compass of a single mind to achieve discoveries of a corresponding
magnitude in an art like agriculture, whose experimnents reach over periods which exhaust
¢ humanlife in their development, and refer nearly to the whole catalogue of the sciences
for the principles on which they depend.”

(o le concluded in our neri.)

Freke Porarors.—The Rural New-Yorker says, “ Some of these potatoes were distrib-
uted from the Patent Office, last spring, and through the politeness of B. P. Johnson, Esq.,
several were received ab this office. It js an Iinglish variety, and is mueh esteemed at Liv-
erpool for its flat shape, fine quality for the table, and its long keeping. The writer planted
one of the smaller specimens, and raised thercfrom one dozen medium sized potatoes, of fine
appearance. 1 was planted whole, and on a poor, sandy knoll, fizst plowed last spring.
We are inclined to think it will prove a valuable variety,”

Garroway Catrne~We perceive that these superior cattle for beef, were exhibited at
the Fair in Canada West, and that quite a number of them are owned in Canada. We trust
some of our enterprizing farmers will introduce them into our State, as there can be no doubt
of their proving very valuable in the northern districts of our State, and that they will give
us beef that will astonish some people who have never witpessed the choice marbled becf
from the Galloway.—TZrans. JV. Y. State Ag. Society.

Corxs.—Soak the feet in warm water, pare off as much as possible of the horny part of
the corn, then lay upon it a moistened wafer, and again upon this a piece of buckskin, with
a hole cut through it the size of the corn. Rencw the moist wafer twice a day, and in a very
few days the corn will work out. This cure is complete.

CasaMeErE Goars.—Dr. J. B. Davis, of South Carolina, has recently sold 15 {hree-fourth
bred Cashmere kids, seven months old ; and one two years old pure bred buck, for $4,000,
to a gentleman in Tennessece. The buck for 81,000 ; the ewes at $2,000 each.”

Woonkx Snors.—In the French army, the soldiers, during the winter, wear wooden shoes.
The result is, that the French army is less afilicted with toothache and rheumatism than any
army in the world. A wooden-bottom shoe is always dry.

Norsery Poppixe.—Slice some white bread, without crust ; pour scalding milk on it; let
it stand until well soaked, then beat it well with four eggs, a little sugar and grated nutmeg.
Bake in small cups half filled.

To Cure Brorex Horxs.—Remove the mutilated horn, and bind the stump with 2 cloth
well tarred or pitched ; any fabric will do to bind with, if the wounded part be first well
7 covered with warm pitch.
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LIVE FENCES—THE OSAGE ORANGE. .

We are glad to find that the hedge-plant, called
Dzage Orange, or Maclure, has been introduced
intp Canada, and that from the experience of two
winters, it promises to thrive sufficiently for the
purpose of a hedge, Inthe south-west, where it
was found growing spontancously, it obtains the
dimensions of a tree, but as it is carried noith, it
diminishes to the size of a bush or shrab suitable .
for fencing. In the North-Western Statez thou-
sands of miles have already leen planted. 1t is
regarded as a God-scnd by ihe inhabitants of the
areat timberless, stoneless prairies.  The Xnglish
white thora has been {iricd in several parts of Can-
nada, but so far as we can learn, it does not give
satisfaction. It is too fong coming to matwity, )
demands too much labor, is tender, and liable to be
{ destroyed by mice and inseets. We cannot learn
", that any thorough, properly conducted experiment
has ever been madge with the common thorn of the
country, as a hedge plant. I any of our readers
have tried it, they will much oblige us and confer
a public benefit, by communicating the result of
| their experiments. That we shall need live fences
in Canada—at a period notf far distant either, is
but too evident. Fencing timber is even now a
very expensive item in many parls of the comntry,
and cvery year, the matter becomes worse.

The Oshge Orange has been cultivated for two
or three years by Mr. T. B. Fraser, of Georgetown
Tisquesing. llcis now importing the plants forsale,
and will be able to supply a few thousand next

6] season.  Mr. James Petch, of Chinguacousy, John
}g (}{ﬁ S. Fraser, of Esquesing, and several others, of the
s i‘ iU same township, certify that they have had planis

4 I Nl ril& exposed during the winters of 1854 and 1855 with-

ARSI oug injury from frost. 'We have no doubt that a
plant which endures the climate of Ohio, Michigan, &e., will flourish equally well in the
western part of Canada. We shall publish directions for its cultivation, &e. in our next
number, and hope some of our enterprising farmers will comimence a hedge of sufficient
extent to test its merits. The cut represents the Maclura when trimmed into a neat fence.
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Bucrwrear PorriocE—~Take a quavt of rich milk, and after boiling it hard, stir in as
much buck-wheat meal as will make it of the consistency of thick mush, adding one teaspoon-
ful of salt and a tablespoonful of fresh butter. In five minutes after it is thick enough to
take from the fire. If the milk is boiling bard and continues to boil while the meal is being
stirred in, very little more cocking will be required. It should be placed on the table nor,
and eaten with butter and sugar, r with molasses and butter.  This is sometimes called a
five minute pudding ; it is excellent, for children as a plain dessert, or for supper. Some add
a seasoning of ginger or grated nutmeg before sending it to the table,
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THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

"(’ROPOSAL TO BRING OUT AGRICULTURAL LABORERS FROM ENGLAND.

Suerr Wark, Brantford, Dec. 15, 1+55.
Sk ALLAN,

As a Canadian Farmer and Member of our Provineial Agrieultural SRociety,
I address you as Chief Minister in Fler Majesty’s Canadian Government, {o prge on your
consideration the important fuet that the snceess of Cuanadian Farmersin the prodaciion of
wheat at this eventful period, will very much depend on the assistauce given by our Govern-
ment to aid iu the emigration of Agricultural labourers in the cusuing summer.

Tt will be recollected that during the last harvest, labour could not, in many casey, be
obtained at any price, and the breadih of land sown with wheat has conscquently heen less
than usual ; from a concurrence of various causes high prices are inevitable, and the supyplies
that will be required frem Canada will beceome of great importance in England.  Taactly
similar vesults occurred during the last war, when the chivf potts of Iurope were clused
against Eugland.  This fact left an impression on my mind, having been at that time the
Tand Agent of the late Marquis of Anglesea’s estates, when the gallant General lost his leg
at Waterloo.

There ean be no doubt but the general introduction of Lorse-power Reapers and Mowers
will in a few years materially affeet the Tabour market and render a continuanee of any eni-
gration scheme unuecessary ; but it will require two or three years before these machines
will becume general, improvements being constantly suggested.  The present high prices of
farm produce have induced a great many labourers wo take up lands for themselves, and very
many more intend to do so in the ensning spring, so that the difficulties of last swumer will
again recurin 1856, aggravated by an organization, sail to be already understood. tv ubtain
their own terms. Y was prev ented ﬁttcndmrr the Cobourg meeting by oar Assizes, but sent

an ouniline of my suggestions to our Scerctary : from my own knowledge of the lacalities to
which I have referred in the letter allnded to, 1 am aware that men of the description desired

¢an be pumuwd, and as 1 have some intention of visiting Idngland on business of wmy own in
the ensaing spring, if health permit, I shall be willing, if ltqnestul to malke a sclection of
thie fivst. \lnpmunt and will also, as before stated, select some good Shepherds and Flax
managers.  The former are indeed most important, although not appreciated, hecanse, as
Flock-masters, the capabilities of their furms are not practically understood. Our Presidents
and Directors are indeed fine speech makers and theorists, but where is the man wo ean vefer
to hix own experience in a well managed flock of one thousand sheep,—except perhaps our
worthy Seeretary.  The day is not far distant when it will be found by Canadian Farmers,
however gond our land for wheat, we cannot continue to grow good crops and goud samples
without the aid of sheep’s manure, and other huu.(ns pmmuhﬂy known to result from the
sheep steck in the production of the best samples.  Itis an old maxim, oftey learned too late,
that over-cropped land is never remunerative, and the samples are sure to deteriorate.

I have only to add, to show the probability of being assisted by some of the chief landed
proprictors in England in an effort so mutually desirable at this time, the seetion of coun-
try from whenee the proposed emigration is partly intended to be drawn, is owned by the

Ful of Sy tes shavy, as chu,('pmp' ietor, with some exceptions. I was for many yows a

tenant of the Barl, and appointed by the Jate Earl one of the Comissioners for thedivision
of an extensive tract, known as “the Damuham Inclosure Act,” in the Imperial Statutes

Insome of the Parishes aliuded to, the labours of several excellent Glergymen, introduced
by the late and present Barls to benefices in their presentation, bave in mauy cases produced
a delightful change in the vural population. Such men and women as alluded to, would
indeed be valued 2 as emigrants and settlers in any country.

I have the honour to be,
Sir Allan,
'iour obedient humble Scrvant,
1 ITowble Stk Arnan Macxas. Hexry MoyLE.
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DOMESTIC RECIPIES.

Ixpian Mourrins.—A pint and a half of yellow Indian meal sifted. A handful of wheat
flour. A quarter of 2 pound of fresh butier. A quart of milk. Tour fresh egas. A very
small teaspoonful of salt.  Put the milk into a sancepan,  Cut the butter into it. Set over
the fire and warm it until the butter is very soft, but not until it melts. Then take it off,
Stir it well till all is mixed, and set it away to cool. Beat four egus very light ; and when
the milk is cold, stir them into it alternately with the meal, a little at a time of each. .Add
the salt. DBeat the whole very hard after it is all mixed. Then butter some muflin-rings on
ihe inside. Set them in a hot oven, or on a heated griddie ; pour some of the batier into
cach; and bake the muffins well.  Send them hot to table, continuing to bake while a fresh
supply is wanted. DPull them open with your fingers, and cat them with butter, to which
you may aad molasses or honey.

Tlow To Maxe No-Marrers.—This is an article of food which has for many years been
confined to the descendants of a single family.  Ifs excellence will commend it to ihe atien-
tion of those housewives who wish to make a good display of culivary skill upon their tables,
at the same time having a due regaird to cconomy. The lady who furnishes the recipe has
given frequent opportunities of tasting their delicious flavor ; and if any are inquisitive,
perhaps she might be induced to inform them how the cakes obtained their homely name.—
w'Po three tea-cupfuls of buttermilk add three table-spoonfuls of rich cream, and a small
quantity of sugar. Stir in flonr until it is of the cowsistency of paste for doughnuts.  Roll
ont size of a large breakfast plate, and fry in lmd to a rich brown color.  As each cake
comes from the fire, cover with apple-sauce made from {fart apples sweetened to {aste, and
spiced with nutmeg or cinnamon, and continue the process till the plate is well heaped.”

* Usk or Sart 1§y Cooxing Veerrasris—IHere is something everybody ought to have
known long ago, and that everybody should now read and remember :—¢ 1€ one portion of
vegetables be boiled in pure distilled or rain water, and another in water to which a little
salt has been added, a decided difftrence is perceptible in the tenderness of the two.  Veget-
ables boiled in pure water are vastly inferjor.  This inferiority may go so far, in the case of
onions, that they arc almost entirely destitole of either taste or color, though when cooked
in salted water, in addition to the pleasant salt taste, a peculiar sweetness and astrong aroma.
They also contain more solubic matter than when cooked in pure waterr  Water which
containg 1-420th of salt is far beiter for cooking vegetables than pure water, because the
salt hinders the solution and evaporation of the soluble and flavoring principles of the
vegetables.~—Scientific Americun.

INDIAN CORN.—HINTS ON ITS CULTURE.
To the Editor of the Agriculturist.

Sir,—A. few remarks, at this season, on this most important grain, may not be out of
place. I find them in my note-hook, where they were inseried from time to time, as the
results of farm practice.

The yellow cight-rowed corn is preferable for this locality. Tt containg more oil and
gluten than the white corn of the Southern States. The wverage yield of corn in this I’rov-
ince is about twenty-five bushels per acre ; a good yield is forty to fifty bushels ; while ninety
to one hundred bushels have al times been raised.

The roots run very decp. A bushel of corn will shrink from the time of harvesting till

Two bushels of cars willygenerally malke one bushel of grain.

For the proper cultivation of this cereal the soil should be dry.  Standing water or moist
soils do not produce good crops. The soil must be made rich and deep, as this plant feeds
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strongiy, and earries the root deep.  Prepare your seed by sclecting the most perfect grains,
and previous te planting, soak them for a few liours to promote rapid vegetation, but do
not allow them to swell and dry. Xt destroys vitality.

Spread broadeast on your fiekls a top-dressing of ashes, lime, and plaster ; or add it to
vour hills ¢r dvills. Do not hill your corn. It planted in Lills let them be at least three feet
six inches apart ; if in drills, let them be four feet apart, and cach plant eight inches asunder.
do not top your corn, but cut it at the butts and shock it.  The corn ripens better, and
keeps hetter ; gives a greater weight ol grain, and better fodder.

Plant not over one inch and a half deep.  Plant from Ist to 15th May. Avoid frosts.
Keep yoor crop free from grass and weeds ; use thie hoe and cultivator freely ; do nol wound
the corn ; and keep the soil loose. Do not eut off the suckers nuless your corn stands too
thick.  Air and sunshine are neeessary 3 but it Is very doubtful whether the taking away
the suckers produces any benefit.

As a steep for corn I would use soft water sufficient to cover the quantity to be used in a
day, and add to it two ounces of sul ammoniac. Leave it in the steep till the corn begins to
swell slightly.  Nitre justead of sal ammoniac is excellent.  Muriate of ammonia, one ounce
for every guart is good.

As a compost for corn use the following :—gypsam 1 bushel, ashes unleached, 2 bushels,
mixed ; and add a gill to cach hill whea you plunt, and before it is covered.  When the
corn is up, add another gill to a hill.

To estimate the quant.ty of shelled corn contained on the cobs in any given space, level
the corn, and measure the length, breadth and depth; then multiply these dimensions
together, and the preduct by four, cut.off the last figure, and you will have the number of
bushels of shelled corn, and the decimal of a bushel.  If you desive to know the number of
bushels of cars multiply by cight instead of four as above, and cut off one figure as belore.

AGRICOLA.
Toronto, 21st Jan., 1856.

A CANADIAN IN EUROPE.

Sherifl Treadwell, Ex-president of the Provincial Association, having lately returned
from a visit to Eurol')c, gives us his impressions in a brief communication, part of which
we take the liberty of laying before our readers.  The zeal and patriotic cfforts of the
Sherifi in behalf of Canadian agriculture are well known, and require no evlogy from
us. e says:—

«T returned home pn the 17th inst, after an absence of wvearly four mouths, during which
time 1 visited Vermont, Maine, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, embarking on Bowrd one
of the Cunard steamers at Falifax ; thus far I saw no agricultural improvements to surpass
those of Upper Canada.  Upon reaching England, T found thegame remark not applicable.
The value of land, the amount of capital which the farmer cah command, the facility of
ohtaining labor, and the proximity to market, gives an advantage o the Inglish farmer
whick leaves us far behind.

«The day T left Liverpool for London, being aboul the middle of August, was one of the
finest days L ever saw.  We crossed the Mersey to Birkenhead, thence to Chester, where we
change 1 ears, thenee by Birmingham and Oxford to London.  The crops appeared beautiful,
and the only thing to be regreited wasg, that a strong wind had passed over the country and
a good deal of the wheat was lying.  The view of the landscape, as we passed through the
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Q; country at railroad speed, was enchanting, and the Lupresaion made upon my nowd 1 thiuh,
will never he cffuced. Tureference to London it is not necessary that 1 should say anythin e
it is a great world of itscli; and where the choice products of the earth centre. Mlter
spending a week in London, 1 proceeded {o Porig, taking Southampton, Portsmouth, and
the Isle of Wight in my route, aud entering Franee at Havre, From Havre to Paols we Lad
a most delightful day, and the country theough whicl we pasied had afine appearice ; bat
I must =ay, L think our Canzdian agricuiture mach before that of Franee in general. The
splitting up of farms into narrow stripsis anevil 5 to get rid of which is a difficulty Lo no
remedy for ; nevertheless the Imperial school of Grignon, and several other schools of ike
nature, extablished in different Provinces in France, will, in twenty years, place her seeond
to no agricultural country on the continent. I spent a consileruble portion of eizlit daysin
the Universal Exhibition, and if is fwpossible for me to say anything which will wld to the
credit of Canada more than what has been said.  In the Ealibition of 18351, we weie mueh
indebted to Mr. Logan, and we are again much indebted to him, and to Mr. Perry, of Mon-
treal, for the arrangement of the products of Canadain Paris. The cxsays publihed muast
be of the highest pessible advantage, and will make Canada known throngheut the world,
I scavcely know anything that could oceur to place her in o higher position ihan that which
she now holds before the Freuch and British public.

“ After spending between theee and four weeks in France, T retgrued to Loudon by
Boulowge and the Thames, and this gave me a good view of the Thames frem Gravesend to
London.  Among other things I saw the immense iron vessel of 20,060 tons, now building
by Scott, Ruszell, & Co.  After spending a fow days mare in London, Iwent to Fdinbnrgh
and called upou Jumes Tsher, Lsq., and examined his steam plough, which T Loye will yot
prove a successful undertahing. 1 then went to the Lowlands to examine the hich state to
which farming had been cairied in Bast Lothian. I was much pleased to find that theie
Lest agricnltural implements were made alter the same model as our own ; there wer: very
few Buplements indeed that we bave not as goud i Cavada.  The steam-cugine und ligh
chimneys are nearly the only thimgs in which vwe are deficient. On enquiry of ot intdl-
ligent Lowland Scofch farmer, he informed me that the seeret of suceess in their finming
consizted in three things—aunderdraining, the rotalion of crops, in which the root crop bears
a very prominent part, and the application of Guano.

If the Sheriff can find time to give us any facts of a practical nature, bearing en
the subject of agricultural impr8vement, which he may have noted during.his tour, we
shall be glad to give them insertion in the Agriculturist.

e
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Lorp Revrspane—Judging from Lord Redesdale’s uncomplimentary allusion fo the Indios
who thronged the galleries of the House of Peers on o great debate night last session—that
their presence made the Jonse resemble a casine—one would he led to suppose that the
aforesaid Lord Redesdale was a somewhat crusty, musty, &, old bachelor.  IHouwever,
nothing of the kind. Instead of being cross grained, yellow, shrivelled, bloodiess. Lord
Redesdale is plump and good-looking, with @ fresh colour, not gained by sitting up o nights,
or by buchelor irvegularities. 1t appearances are zuy guide in sneh matters, e is @ man to
whom fow ladies would like to say Wo. But then, he is undeniably eceentric—wears no
gloves, always aflects » yellow nankeen waistcoat, a shabby hat, and a blue coat with brass
buttons—and is altogher an odd person. An ancedote is told of im which shows ut onee
what the outward man must he. ~ His lordship called one morning at the house of = friend, 3
a peer, and was set down without, hesitation by the footman, who opened the deor to bim as
a brother servant with a message for personal delivery to “my lord.” Acting on this con-
clusion, Jeames, who happened to be thirsty, accosted the ealler with a « X say, theres no-
body in just now to send ; I wish you'd go to the corner, and bring up a pint of halfond-halt
—there’s a good feller.” "The supposed footman entered into the joke, not only ordered, but
brought the mixture of Barclay and Perking, in its native pewier, with his own (ungiovedy
hands, and entered into fricndly converse with the « precious dry™ hall Cerberns,  Presently é
“my lord” came in, and shook the shabby person by both hands.  « ITallog, Redesdale ! T &
the hall?  How's this ? ope you hava't been waiting long.” What Jeamess feelings €
were on the oceasion the story does nof pretend to relate 5 they may be left to the imagination. £

%@%m& B Nl I N S N R I P P S e e

3
3

4

g

A\

/

¥

]

iy D
A - I - DI s W04} ,O
B ~ L ST



£

T P R PY . L

AN S e

[N

———

R I S

91;,,5%- A A, S P e s

56 THE CANADIAN

EDITORIAL

PN NN PN NN N ,wgﬁa‘%

AGRICULTURIST.

MISCELLANY.

The Furmer's Guide to Scivntific and Dractical
Agriculture, by Ilenry Stephens, F. R.N., E.
assisted by J. . Norton, Professcr of Sciin-
liic Ayriculture, Yale Colirge, U. S.; new edi-
tion, 1853, 2 vols.

This admirable work is now placed within
the reach of the farmer's of Canada, at the
low price of $6. We have made arrange-
ments with the New York Publishers by which
we are able to supply our friends in Canada
with a work which is a Llrary in itself, 2
about one fhird of the price atwhich it was pul-
lished in Scetland and England.  This edition
moreover, hes the advantage of Irofessor
Norton's Notes, which adupt the work te this
continent. It iz the most complete tretise on
Scientific and Practical Agriculture extant,
illustrated with some twenty engravings on
steel, and about séc hundred on wood. It is
arranged under four distinet heads represent-
ing the seasous, and every branch of Agricul-
tural practice as now followed on the best
Farms in the best disiricts of England and
Scotland, cspecially the latler are wminutely
explained.

It is an admirable prize to he awarded at
agricultural shows instead of moncey which is
soon spent—perhaps wasted—and carries no
improving influence with it. We ghall be hap-
Dy to supply Agricultural Societiex and Clubs
with copies even at a small reduction from
the price stated.  Canvassing Agents for this
paper will be supplicd with copies on terms
that wiil Ieave them o good profit.  Our ob-
juet is to introduce the work as extensively as
possitle, and on the lowest terms at which it
can be afforded.

Cur Tervs—There appears 1o be some
misunderstanding as to the commizmsion we
pay to Agents. We aliow the 333 per cent
out of 3s. 9d. the subseription price of single
subscribers {0 Agenis or otherwise. Weean
throw off no commission from 2s. 6d. the clab
price.

——

Acrxts.—Agents have been appointed in

a good number of townships, but we require

TR I B N N N N
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one in eachr. Young men with a few weeks
to spare can do a good work, and make
pocket moucy cnough for the next year. We
require good references.

Tuanks—We must express our grateful
thunks to wany kind fricnds who have aided
in extending the circulation of wur paper
Guring the lust month.  We rcquiie yet how-
cver, & kuee number of subsceribers, to enable
us to pubiich & first-class paper, and we trust
none of our well-wishers will grow weary in
well-doing.

iy Cars—The communication from G.
W. Buaker, Tsq., of Ottawa, is again unavoid-
ably erowded out. It shall appear in our
next namber.

TORONTO MARKETS.
Janunary 28.

The supply on the produce marhet during
the mentie has been unusually small, and
previcus quotations for the majority of ar-
ticles are more than sustained.  Tarmers hold
their products very firmly, little orno
speculation has been going on.

Wuear—The supply of wheat haz hardly
been sufficiont for city milling, and with the
exception of a prime load now aud then, none
has been Lrouglit for export.  The price has
ranged from s 6d. to 8. Gd. per bushel
Inferior samples have been purchased at Ts.

Froyr.—Little or nothing doing among
wholesale dealers. Prices for superfine have
ranged from $63 to $73. Farmers' flour bas
been in moderate supply at §73 o 583 per bl.
in bags.

Porarors have been very scarce, and the
demand is very active. Sales are made at
4s 2 4s 64 aud for svwe prime lots 5s have
been realized.

Oars—In good supply throughout the
mouth. The usual price paid has Leen from
25 Gd to 2s 10d per hushel.
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