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At a General Meeting of the Board of Trade of the

City of Ottawa, held in the City Hall on Thursday, 1st
February, 1866,

It was moved by the Hon. Jas Skead. seconded by

Thos. Patterson, Esq., and

Resolved, That the yearly Report now laid on the

table be referred to a Committee, composed of Messrs.
Griffin. Alex. Scott MeGillivray, Howell. and R. W.
Scott, to report on same 10 Special Meeting of Council,

who shall order it, or such portions of it to be printed, as

they shall think advisable.

Meeting of Council of Board of Trade

At a Special
1866, E. Mc-

held in City Hall on Tuesday, 6th March,
Gillivray, Fsq., Vice-President in the chair, it was
Resolved, That the full yearly Report be published

as submitted.
G. H. PERRY, Sec.,

pro tem.







REPORT

OF THE

Gometl of the Board of Trade,

FOR THE

CITY OF OTTAWA,

Year ending 31st. December, 1865,
i

The Council of the Board of Trade desire to lay be-
fore the Members, aud their fellow citizens, a statement
of the Trade of the City, and the Province generally, and
a Report of the proceedings of the Delegation appointed
to attend the important Commercial Convention at De-
troit, with their opinion of the working of the Reciprocity
Treaty, and the apparent effects its total abrogation will
be likely to produce.

As the present transition state ef our commercial
relations is naturally the subject of considerable anxiety
and grave speculatioo, it appears the best mode of exhibit-
ing our actual progress, true position, and future pros-
perity, would be by carefully analysing our actual Trade
Returns for the whole period during which the Reciprocity

Treaty has been in existence, up to the close of the year
1865.

A statement of this description naturally covers
the individual progress of our own community; and its
actual effect thereon, or otherwise, will be, of course,
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commensurate with that of the Province of which we
form a part, with this exception, that we have had the
control of the great staple trade, and consequently our
imports are subject to less fluctuation proportionately, or
ought to be, than that of other localities unprovided with
such a steady agent for consumption.

The following table of Imports and Exports have
been compiled from the Public Accounts. It does not,
however, measure the whole Import trade of Ottawa, be-
cause a very large per centage pays duty in Montreal,
Prescott, or Brockville, and will not appear cn the Col-
lector’s Returns at this Port.

Stateinent of Imports and Exports, and amount of Duties collect-

ed at the Port of Bytown, now the City of Ottawa, from
the year 1854 to 1865, both years inclusv

Year. Exports. Imports. Gross Duties col.
1854 ... ..$140,000 00 260,501 65 37,287 38
1858, « o506 132,184 25 211,147 92 27,369 05
1808, oo 106,440 02 284,923 92 36,624 25
Y887 .saans 36,335 85 283,687 65 35,883 30
18580000 88,592 00 320,156 00 13,523 85
1859. .....118,157 00 101,756 00 60,386 32
1860...... 308,225 00 381,329 00 62,760 96
1B coann 102,192 00 464,146 00 67,418 97
1862..... 271,624 00 142,813 00 45,393 19
1863......318,772 00 402,366 00 2,880 27
Half year 1864...... 166,410 00 264,141 00 30,208 05
© 1865 .....185,927 00 378,675 00 54,860 17

The change in the Fiscal year, commencing in 1864,
necesserily leaves the Jast six months unaccounted for.
But the Returns, as made, show most extraordinary fluc-
tuations, which must depend on some cause, or be gov-
erned by some agent or law, because trade is no matter
of mere caprice. Starting, in 1854, with an expenditure
of $140,000, and an Import of $260,501, in 1863, we have




an Export Trade of $318,772, and an Import of $402,366
~—the population of the city in 1854 being about 8,000,
in 1862 over 15,000—so that we must look to other caus-
es beside the facilities afforded by the Reciprocity Treaty
for the increased development of trade.

With regard to the tremendous fluctuations in our
Export trade which this latter exhibits, it is not easy ac-
counting satisfactorily therefor. At the period of its
greatest depression a high tariff was and had been impos-
ed on Imports, and the commercial crisis then at its cul-
mination in the United States, naturally limited the mar-
ket by reducing the demand. This is the more probable
from the sudden falling off’ and the gradual improvement
in succeeding years ; but it furnishes an argument against
submitting our market to the control of foreign influ-
ences, whose mercantile operations produce such results.

m

he total Exports and Imports of the Province for
the same period would be as follows :—

Year. Exports. Imports. Duties coll.
1854. .....$23,019,100 15 40,529,325 35 4,809,004 94
1855... .. 28,188,460 05 36,086,160 25 3,525,782 48
1856...... 32,047,016 00 43,584,387 23 4, 2 09
1857...... 27,006,624 00 39,430,698 35 3,925,041 i3
18B8. -« ¢.ee 23,472,609 00 29,078,527 00 3,381,389 51
1839...... 24,766,981 00 00 4,457,846 12
1860...... 34,631,890 00 34,441,621 00 4,758,465 42
186i...... 36,614,195 00 43,046,823 00 4,768,192 89
1862...... 3.,596,125 00 48,600,633 00 4,652,748 72
1863...... 41,831,632 00 45,964,493 00 5.169.173 21
Half year 1864. ... .. 13,883,508 00 23,882,216 00 3,068,568 08
1865. . .... 42481,151 00 44,620,469 00 5,663,577 80

Taking this as a criterion, it does not show such a
wonderful amount of progress »s might be expected.
The gross amount of Exports and Imports in 1854 was
$63,648,515 ; in 1865, $87,101,620, showing an increase
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of $23,653,105, equal to thc.wholc export trade of the
former year. But the population of this Province has
increased from 2,750,000 in 1854 to 3,600,000 in 1865,
a fact which would of itself account for a large part of the
whole increase.

The conclusion is, therefore, forced on us that, while
Reciprecity enabled us to deal with our neighbors in such
commodities as we required, and were able to produce,
it gave us no actual development beyond what should
naturally belong to our own steady accumulation of capi-
tal, and in many instances by navigation iaws, and the
withholding from us by the other contracting parties of
the right of navigating their inte-nal waters cn fair terms,
retarded such progress materially.

Itis well understood that capital accruing from the
profits of labour is intrinsically the most valnable ; and, ac
the carrying trade is one means by which such capital could
be most extensively acquired, anything, therefore, interfere-
ing with the developement of that trade naturally retards
the progress ol the country. A large proportion of our
Import trade passed over the territory of the United States
in bond, but they were the carriers thereof.

The action of their navigation laws effectually shut
us out from all participation ir their carrying trade, nor
would they allow us to manufacture their own grain, so that
as far as this province is concerned the abrogation of the
treaty had almost become a necessity of its future pros-
perity.

1f ‘we desire commercial developement, we must get
rid of all trade restrictions at once. Our interest demands
that we should sell in the dearest and buy in the cheapost
narket, and .to secure our trade a discriminating duty
against'all gopds passing over foreign lines of Rei'vays or
Canals, would.appear to be a necessity of our position.
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At present we are nos manufacturers—in 2 general
genze we mere!y produce raw material. By aclight modi-
fication of our excise system we can purchase from Great
Britain all articles we do not manufacture cheaper than
eleewhere. It is our intercst to attract foreign capital for
investment, and no surer means exist than an equitable
fiscal system for that purpose.

Under the Reciprocity Treaty large quantities of our
Agricultural produce passed into the l.ands of the people
of the United States, who manufactured and sent it to
Europe, or whatever was the most profitable market, thus
securing from us the profits of carriage, manufacture and
sale ; and all this was obtained by the ¢ Londang s:stem,”
and the protection afforded their own forwarding interests
by the retention of their exclusive privileges of navigation.

The people of these Provinces can easily acquire all
the profits their neighbours reaped, but it must be by a
eystem totally different from that hitherto pursued. We
cannot afford the free navigation of our Canals to a people
who will not award us an equivalent privilege.

True policy would dictate the opening of this carry-
ing trade to competition, but if exclusiveness becomes the
rule on one side it must necessarily follow on the other,

Our most material interests are bound*up in those of
the Mother Country, but during the twelve years Recipro-
city has been in operation, our trade with her has been
gradually passing into the hands of the people of the Uni-
ted States, as the following tables will clearly shew :—

Year. Impeorts from Gt. Britain, Imports from L. S,
1860, cc00iaes $ 9,631,921.......... $6,594,861
188) ecnvcinvas 12,048,133........ 8,365.765
180 ansivess 10,671.123.......... 8,477.693
1888..:.055¢.. 18,489.121.,... . .. 11,782,147

A m ount carried forward, . . $50,840,308

$35,220,466
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Amount brought forward . .$50,840,308 $35,220,466

1854.......... 22,963330.... ... 15,583,101
1885.. ¢q oo 18,303,460....... ’_’0,8;’.»’,676
1856.......... 18,212,934 ......... 22,704,601
[ (R 17,6569,025....... 20,224,651
1808, . covivin o 12,287,053. . ... ..... 15,685.565
1850+ <vceevne 14,786,084, . .... 17,592,816
1860.......... 15,850,980, ......... 17,273,029
18810 vsn.buvoe 20,386,937 . . .... 21,069,388
1862.......... 21,179 25,178,157
1863. . ceee. 20177,502,. 23,109,362
Half-Year 1864.......... 11,730,240 eeien.. 10,426,572
1865 ... 21,035871...4...... 19,689,055
$260,472,106 $264,380,439

Before the negociation of Reciprocity, the Imports
from the United States were just two-thirds of those from
Great Britain. The year after the tresty cameinto opera-
tion the position of the trade was reversed, the Imperts
from Great Britain being only two thirds of those from the
United States, and this relative proportion remained undis-
turbed till last year, when the Imports from the United
States were only a little over 90 per cent of these of Great
Britain, a fact which can only be accounted for by the
restrictions the Government of the United States imposed

on the trade

The value of the earrying trade to the people of the
United States can be measured by its magnitnde; and the
folly of allowing a continuation of the  bonding system”
is apparent if e congider that by giving them exclusive
possession of our freight business we are actually paying
the importer a premium to ship through New York o
Boston, instead of any port on the St. Lawrence, and as a

consequence no surprise should be elicited by the fact of

ocean freights ruling higher from Canadian than United
States ports.




Value of goods passing
thro® the U. 8.ip bond.

)J\l 081

4,546,491
3,041,877
5,688,952
5,508,421
e = e icie R T 6,172,485
Half-year1864. ........coocenmmennitnncneans 1,925,177

1865.. . . o 6.511,771

$61,772,625

In twelve years the transport: wtion of sixty-two mil-
lions of dollars worth, with a!l the contingent profits
thereon, remained in the hands of the people of the United
States. Nor does that advantage cover the w hole question.
In the sixteen years which elapsed between 1849 and 1865,
Canas ~unlmltvdtmmtlw-l Inited States 264,380,439 worth
of goods, of which the sea-going and internal marine of
that power transported scven-cighths.

Without entering more elaborately 1oto this (uestion,
enough has been shewn to prove that the Reciprocity
Treaty as a step in the direction of Free Trade, benefitted
this Province by allowing our people to buy certain manu-
factared :ntu;h.\(,lm.npl} : but it by no means fulfill lled the
other condition of enabling them to sell in the d-arest
market. and therefore its abrogation, beyond unsettling
existing relations, will entail no particular loss on our com-
mercial interests. Any measures that wonld en able us to
1)(}(,01!1(‘ our own factors, shippers and carriers, would be
of infinitely greater advantage to our interests than the

Reciprocity Treaty about to expire.

First amongst them would be a system of Emigration
based on Public Works, which our compar atively isolated
mercantile condition will render necessary, as the Inter-



colonial Railway, enabling ue to have access to wintor
vorts on the St. Lawrence or the Maritime Provinces ; the
enlargement of the St Lawrence and Welland Canals :
the construction of the Ottawa works, necessary to open
the navigation between the Lower 8t. Lawrence and Lake
Huron ; the censtruction of the Central Canada Railway,

and the improvement of all our internal lines of commu-
nication.

Sceondly. Such a modification of our Fiscal system as
will enable our consumers to obtain the necessaries of life,
food and clothing, at the least pessible cost, and

Thirdly, The adoption of such Tariff regulations
as would leave the St. Lawrence comparatively if not
positively free, s0 as to encourage shipment of our whole
imports thereby, and to confine it exclusively to British
bailt and registered shipping.

It does not appear advisable to legislate specially for
measures of this description. During the progress of trade
contingencies will be constantly arising to which tariff reg-
ulations must be adapted, so as to meet each particular or
especial case, and they necessarily possess an elasticity
which could not be obtained by mere legislative enact-
ments. The Councii of the Board of Trade, therefore, dis-
sents from the opinion that the trade between these Prov-

i“ces and any other country can be regulated by mere
legislation.

As the navigation of the Ottawa is open Letween this
city and Montreal, and by the Rideau Canal Lake Ontario
can be reached, the amount of Tonnage on those lines is a
subject of considerable interest, The Trade and Naviga.-
tion Returns for 1865 give 239,520 tons as the quantity
passing St. Ann’s Locks, and 323,141 tons as the amount
passing the Ridean and Ottawa,
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Now, as the St. Ann’s Lock is the outlét of the Otta-
wa Canals, it follows that the guantity passing the Rideau
is 83,611 tons, a very small proportion indeed of the trade
which should pass along thut channel.

The communications of the city with the Frontier is
confined to a single line of Railway. A charter exists for
a direct]line between Montreal and some point on Lake
Huren, and it would be a matter for the consideration of
the community whether it would not be advisable to take
steps towards rendering its provisions available for more
direct communication with Montreal and with the Upper
Ottawa.

Within the city limits there have been manufactured
during the year 1865 ninety-five million feet, Board Mea-
gure, of Lumber, and on the Ottawa River two hundred
million feet.

The quantity of Square Timber manufactured on the
Ottawa and tribntaries amounted to very near 17,000,000
culic feet.

Other branches of industry generally are in a healthy
condition. During the autumn the removal of the De-
partments of the Government to this city consummated
the obedience of the people to the decision of their Sov-
ereign, and Ottawa has become in reality the capital of

Canaga.

The proposed abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty
of which the Government of the United States had given
notice early in the year, led to a grave consideration of the
consequences amonget the mercantile community of the
States, and a series of resolutions introduced at a meeting
of the Board of Trade of the City of Detroit, on the 28th
of Februnary, 1865, by H. P. Bridge, Esq., led to the design
of a Commercial Convention, and circulars were issued by
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the President, Joseplh 4’\sl)iﬂﬂ11,1‘:3'1,, to the various Boards
of Trade ang Chambers of Commerce of tle United
States and British Amerj an [’ruvimzcs,
Operation ip carrying out the
second Tuesday in July,

inviting their eo.
Proposed design, on the

While this matter was undep deliberation, 1t wag pro-
posed by J, G. Worts, Esq., President of the Board
Trade of the City of Toronty, to sumn
the Provineig] Delegates i, meet in
June, for the purpose of't
of policy whicl
held in Detroit,

of
10n a Convention of
that city on the 21st

aking into consideration the line

1 sheuld be adopted at the Ineeting to he

A general mecting of the Board of Trade held in this
city on Yaturday 8rd June, appointed Hon, Jgs, Skead, J,
M. Currier, M. P. P., Allan Gilmour, A, H. F, Bronson,
Edwarg Griffin, Edward Mc“illi\'l‘:\)‘, C. T. Bate ang G.
H. Perry, ag Delegates to attend the Provineial Convention
at Toronto ang Detroit, anq Tépresent the mercantilo in-
terests of this city.

During the interval which
of the Hon. Jameg Skead, a large plan of « 77, commun;-
cations of the Weste rn States with the Sea Board,”
pared by George I, Perry, £sq., . E., as well
randum of the Position which the T
vinces occupied witl, respect to the question of Recipro -

Cify and Tl':lnsff, entitled ¢ British North A mer
Detroit Cony, ntion” of which

elapsed, at the

suggestion
was pre-

as a memo-
dritish American Pro-

ica at th,
£00 copies were printed.
The Honble, J

ames Skead and George H. Pe
C. E, attended the

Convention at Toronto, on the
22nd June, ag Tepresentatives of the
Trade, at whicl, meeting the
subsequent proceeding
shaped and adopred.

ry Esq.,
21st and
Ottawa Board of
which governed the
cial Delegates wag

policy
8 of the Previn




As a measure of necessity the proceedings were secre,
but it was decided that no active part should be iaken in
the organisation of the Detroit Convention, nor in the
decisions which it should arrive at, except to influence
them by the irresistible logic o facts, for the reason that
two parties in the States were at issue as to the policy of
the Treaty, one for, another against its continuation.

Any action on the part of the Delegates, while it
might give a momentary preponderance to the party most
favourable to their interests, would militate strongly
against its final success, by affording its opponents an
opportunity for complaining of an unfair victory, gained
by foreign influence, and would involve the Provincial
Delegates aud the cause they advocated in the intermina-
ble political intrignes which would naturally surround this
question.

The fruit of this policy is to be found in the conclu-
gion the Convention arrived at, the powerless attempt of
the enemies of Reciprocal trade having hastened the deci-
sion at which the unbiassed judgment of the commercial
class in the United States unaaimously arrived, and which
would have been greatly vrejudiced m the minds of the
people of that conntry, if secnred by the votes of Provincial

dclegates.

A very fuil report of the pr ceedings of this Conven-
tion has been sent to each Board of Trade: its contents

are as follows :



to Draft Resolutions for submiss

Worts, Spratt, A,
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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF TRADE,

Toronto, 215t June, 1865

MEMORANT UM OF MINUTES
oF DELEGATES FRrox THE Boarp,
INCE, IN CoNvENTION ASsSEMBLED,

DELEGATES.

MEeeming

PRESENT. — From Quebec, Messrs, A. Joseph, H. 8, Scott, Wm. Withal,

Montreal, Hon, Thomas Ryan, Hugh Allan, Peter
Redpath, E, Atwaler, 8. G. Smith, Alfred
Brown, Heury Lyman, Thomas Cramp,

J. L, Beaudry, D, Masson, J, McLennap,
W. J. Patterson,

“ Ottawa, Hon. Jas, Skead, and Geo. H. P
" Kingston, John Shaw and R, M. Rose,
Cobourg, A. Fraser.

Toronto, Hon. Wm, McMaster, T. G. Worts, Robert
Spratt, Chas. RoLertson, D, M, Smith, Wi,

Elliott, Danl, Crawford, E. Wiman,
 Hamilton, Jno Young, Donald Mc
William Irvine, John P

Henry Parker.
St. Cath's, Wm McGivern, " — Norris, Wm. Grant

Jas. Douglas, C. Yale.
London, C. P, Smith, C, Huat,
Strathy, Thos. Churcher,
' Stratford, W, J. McCulloch, John A. Scott, James
Kyle, 8. L. Roberts J. S, Ratherford.

The Meeting was organized by appointing J, G, Worts, Esq,, Pres-
ident of the Board of Trade, Toronto, Chairman, and Charleg Robertson,
and Wm, J, Patterson, Esqrs,, Secretaries,

On motion, the following gentlemen w

erry.

Innes, Adam Brown,
roctor, Wm. Csborne.

Frank Smith, .

ere appointed a Committee
ion to an adjourned Meeting of the Con-
vention, to be held at Ten o'clock, A. M.. 22

y 220d inst., viz, :—
Hon, Thos, Ryan, Hon. Mr, Skead, Hon, Mr, McMaster, Messrs
Hugh Allan, Cramp, Redpath, Hunt, D, McInnis, Brown, Joseph Roge,

M. Smith, Scott, Young and Perry.
g y

S OF TRADE oF tgg Proy-
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On motion of Mr. Redpath, it was ordered, That the expenses which
may be incurred in carrying out the objects of this Convention be met
by the different Bodies represented in proportion to their respective
numbers, and that the same be assessed by the Secretary of the Board of
Trade, Toronto.

On motion of Mr. Cramp, a Committee was appointed to proceed to
Quebec to confer with the Members of the Provincial Government, to
endeavour to obtain information for their guidance upon such matters
relating to the Convention as are most specially under the control of
the Executive. The Committee to be composed of Hon. Thos. Ryan,
Hon Wm. McMaster, and Hon. Jas. Skead.

Adjourned till 10 A. M. to-morrow.

0

22nd June.—The Convention assembled, the Secretary called the
Roll of Delegates, who answered to their names. Five Delegates were
introduced from St. Catharines and two more from Toronto, making the
total number present fifty.

The Minutes of the previous Meeting being read, and confirmed,
Hugh Allan, Esq., reported the following Resolutions from the Com-
mittee :—

RESOLUTIONS
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRADE CONVENTION OF TORONTO
Teronto, 22nd June, 1865.

I.—That the Hon. Thomas Ryan be President of the British North

American Delegation to the Detroit Commercial Convention ; that
Peter Redpath, Esq., President Montreal Board of Trade; A. Joseph,
Esq., President Quebec Board of Trade; J. G. Worts, Esq., President
Torcuto Board of Trade ; Hon. Isaac Buchanpan, President Hamilton
Board of Trade ; Edward Berry, Eeq., President Kingston Board of
Trade ; Hon. James Skead, President Ottawa Board of Trade ; Charles
P. Smith, Esq., President London Board of Trade ; William McGivern,
Esq., President St. Catherines Board of Trade ; John Sutherland, Esq.,
President Cobourg Board of Trade; and one Member of each Delegation
from the Maritime Provinces, be Vice Presidents, and that W. J. Patter-
son and Charles Robertson, Esqrs., be Secretaries.

IL.—That the Reciprocity Treaty although in some important res-
pects incomplete, as regards the interests of British North America, has,
on the whole, been mutually advantageous, being based on sound Com-
mercial principles ; and that an effort should be made to obtain the sanc-
tion of the Detroit Convention to a renewal of the Treaty ; and to in-
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clude in such sanction the modifications which may be found advisable
to farther international interests, and which are not inconsistent with
Imperial policy.

IIT.—That this Convention will urge upon the Government of Can-
ada the importance of immediately enlarging the Welland, and deepen-
ing the St. Lawrence Canals, and it will favor the construction of such
new routes through Canada for the transportation of Western produce
to the seaboard, as may be found requisite for the wants of that exten-
sive traffic, and not inconsistent with the financial position of the country.

IV.—That the present Committee be continued as an Executive and
Statistical Committee, whose duty shall be to collect facts and informa-
tion upon the cubjects likely to come under debate ut the ensuing Con-
vention ; and with whom all Members of the Convention from British
North America are requested to communicate.

V.—That the following subjects in connection with the Reciprocity
Treaty be made special topies for enquiry, and for modification, if deem-
ed expedient by the Provincial Delegates when assembled at Detroit.

1st.—The extent of advantage gained by the United States through
the privilege of fishing in Colonial Waters, as compared to the conces-
sions made to British North America in this respect, taking into consid-
eration the operation of the large bounty paid by the United States
Government to their own Fishermen.

20d.—T
ish North An
Free Goods

v there

1erica, which t

are many articles the growth and produce of Brit-
the list of

Province

wy with advantage be added to
id that the respect

Boards of Trade of

be requested to send a list of such articles as they may suggest for Reci-
procal Trade with the United States, to the Board of Trade of Toronto
for the guidance of the Delegates to the Detroit Convention.

drd.-—That special notige be taken of the fact that the clause in the
Reciprecity Treaty, by which the United States Government engaged
“ to urge upon the State Governments to secure to the subjects of Her
 Britannic Majesty the use of the several State Canals on terms of equa-
‘* lity with the inbabitants of the United States” has proved wholly in-
operative, inasmuch as all American State Canals have been strictly
closed against oar vessels, while we have admitted their vessels on terms
of complete equality with our own.

4th.—That British and Colonial built ghips ought to be admitted to
United States Registration in the same manner as Unrited States vessels
are now admitted to British Registration ; and that an extension of privi-
leges in the Coasting Trade should be mutually conceded.
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VI.—That when the Board of Trade and Corn Exchange of any
city are both represented in the Convention at Detroit, the vote of their

Delegates, when taken, shall coant for only one vote.

The Resolutions were read and discussed seriatim. After s
amendments they were unanimously adopted by the Convention

Huen Avvay, Esq., CIAIRMAN.

After th
met and appointed a Central Committee in
of Mr Worts, President of the

y of Mr,

ljournment of the Convention, t

Board of

ler the Preside

Resolved, — oard f Trade

I
Toronto, and th

ed to communicate

ith Montre

of the Resolutions passed a

1 by the Secretaries to th 1
ectively requesting ) eac L
bjects which they may desire to be taken p 1ss’on at t
Detroit Convention ; also re r them to d ch persc
(being'Delegates) as cons ost proper t fe 1
interests at the said Convention. Th | v t
t ealk on t I | i
Mr. Wor Iunt, On Produce and Provisior
I Mr, On Lumber and Product

Mr. Perry,
Mr. Redpath,
Mr. McLennan,.............
Mr. Brydges, Mr. Shanly, Mr, | Railwavs
Swynyard and Mr, Cumberland | **" W&
Mr. Berry,

«On Canals and Water Comn

.On Manufactures.

.On Forwarding and It

Sir. William Logan............0n Minerals.

Mr. Isaac Buchanan,

Vo seraan On Commercial
Mr. Hugh Allan,.. ..... +-+++.0n Ocean Navigati

M.. Thowas Rimmer,..........0On Fisheries,



t of the Board

of Trade, Detroit, requesting him to st Room for the use
¢ e Canadian Delegates, wh they le for the transac-
t of t 1 It w
Vel it the President the Convention, and Members of
Commitice residing in Montreal be authorized to decide on all ques-
tions requiring immediate action in reference to the foregoing subjects.
rde hat « of t Resolutions | ed at this Convention be
| le rc ( ted I
Pr t the add 1t
b | 1
3 h cM: ided [r. Redpat ['hat
{ be ta by the M f
1
A1
\ ( hat a vote
1 to Mr. Worts for | 1 i eflic
9
)
1 ela] { ween the To
" 1 the ec a at Detrc oul Dele-
{ ( ( ﬁ(“. en 1O e necessal I!
1h] ] . -
yaralo and in collectin nd a oing the requilsite
m 1 1 4 +1 1 . ratt Y Y .
nformat ['hey have to thank the Corporation ol his
Citv for tho great interest maniiested, and the very sub-
1 o ] ] 2 vAl, %
1 1 ped 11ary ai@ rle l 1yving the ex-

Dele-

vour




\t Detroit these interests were re ‘ll\’~l‘l Led by Hon.
Jas. Skead, E. Griffin, E. McGillivray, J. M. Currier,
M.P.P., Thos. Hunton and George H. Perry. DBusiness
engagements ilrc\ruu-.l the other Members of the Del¢
cation from attending.

The 1»1m'(‘~"(]}1111\ o: this Convention, wiiich met on
[ 1th July, in the Rooms of the Doard of Trade, in the

City of Detroit, are matters of history. You

furnished a large plan 12 feet in lengt

]

: . 4o . T
nowing the existing communications ny haluwav and

Canal from the Mississippi on the West, to the Guif of

St. Lawrenee in the East, and From the Ohio River in
the South to the Northern Shores of Lake St perioi in the
Nn\l'lln, all !!)‘il;\‘i\ :‘\’r»I‘.i America V,'n!'l‘{V the x41 i\“ €l
Settlement, and the whole of the Lastern and Western
Q

States with Statistical Tables, and an explanatory profile

of the Ottawa navigation. Over 300 ¢« ]»;v“ of the memo-
randum entitled ‘¢ British North America at the Detroit
Convention,” were distributed, and it so accurately defin-
el ( l)v L1 ‘ll‘f ‘1'{” I *'.IHI“ 0 1 ] estion (
merit the notice of the Hon. Mr. IHamelin, Ex-President
f the United Stat he | acrimonious and bitte
enemy 1
i 1 ] \eeti Ll i |

( of Ne UNSWI Nova » L Prince Ed-
ward Island having joined the Cana ian representatives)
was held on the worning of 11th July, when the P -::"‘\
,.f"i»‘mi;xl the Toronto Convention was confirmed, and

it was a subject of regret that Newfoundland was along
unrepresent d, owing, no doubt, to want of convenient

neans of transport.

) ) ) : > )
I'he Convention commenced its sittings on the fore

1ST mem-
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bers, all told, of which 132 were Provincial Delegates,
and 349 from the United States.

In accordance with the programine laid down at the
)

Toronto Convention, the Provincial Delegates declined
the permanent organization of

taking any active part in
of its after details by voting,

the Detroit Conventicn, or
confining themselves to the task of furnishing information

1

rebutting injurious allegations, removing 1»1'«-}1111]u-~.

showine that the benefits of the !n-.'iknrm'iry Treaty were

trictly with the Unite

ihe Provinces; but that

d States and not mmlmr;ni\'vl\' with
as business men they were aware

necessary to pay a price for commercial

that 1t

1 1
development, i

L

and that they were satisfied this outfall
1d helong to their immediate neiglibors.

[he ouly question oi interest directly affecting
British North America was contained in those of Reci-
pro¢ity and Transit; and as the motion to abrogate the
Treaty had come from the United States Government, 1 r
was deemed most advisable the commercial represt

tatives of that nation to express an opinion on the policy
* that act, unaffected by an interference on the part ol

as the 1\\”i51i’ of the I’rovinces
iaturaily were

When the various Committees were :l)lm.llu'tl‘ thie
the Provincial delegations appeared

in their places to give information and assistance, bu

following members of

neither vote d not 1\l‘|“l';ll\‘-\l “l"lml‘.\'.

The Committee on Credentials had as representative
from Canada, Peter Redpath, Esq., Montreal ; J. G.
Worts, Esq, Toronto ; Hon. A. 1. Botsford, St. Johns, |
N.B.; W. 1. Steeves, do. ; T. J. Archibald, Esq., [{ali-
fax, N. S,; W.J. Stairs, do. ; ITon. Geo. Coles, P. E. Is-
land ; Fred. Brecken, Esq., do.
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Vice Presidents were chosen from the Provinces :—
ITon. Joseph IHowe, Nova Scotia ; Hon. W. Park, New
Brunswick ; ITon. Thomas Ryan, Canada ; Ilon. W. Mec-
Master, do ; ITon. George Colez, P. L. Island.

L he Committee on Transit were the Ilon. Malcolm
Cameron, Quebec ; John McLellan, Esq., Montreal ; W.
McGivern, Esq., M.P.P., Sf. Catharines, and George I1.
Perry, Esq., C. E., Ottawa.

Your representative on this Committee had the
honor of opening the case for Canada, at the request of J.
McLellan, Esq, and the paper from which the Statistics
furnished was drawn, is to be found amongst the proceed-
ings of that body. Another highly valuable paper was
furnished by Mr. MeGivern, while Mr. McLellan supplied
nformation which eventually decided the question ac-
cordine to the Canadian view.

On Reciprocity, the Provincial Representatives were
Hon. J. Howe, Nova Scotia ; Hon. Thos. Ryan, Montreal :
J. G. \\'nli»‘, [‘ll Tnl'uizlni lenry 1“]\'. I‘INI. ‘.)Iu*in"('.

ind John Boulton, If.«n[ , St. Johns

On Weights and Measures, Mr. Irvine, Ilamilton ;
Mr. Rose, Kingston ; Mr. Spratt, Toronto ; Mr. Leonard,
London ; Mr. Grant, Quebec; Mr. Currier, Ottawa ; Mr.
Lyman, Montreal ; Hon. John Steeves, New Brunswick ;
Mr. B. N. Salter, Halifax ; Mr. Breasher, P. L. Island.

All the details connected with those Committees
have appeared in the account of the proceedings of the
Convention, published under the auspices of the Board of
Trade of Detroit, and a copy of which has heen forwarded
to this Board.



The statements were very court ously l‘w'n'\\‘w]. and as
the votes of the Convention were unanimously cast in
favor of the nezotiation of a new Treaty, the presumption

is that thev contributed in some degree to the resul

At the opening of the (Convention no such conclusion
as deemed l“l"\h‘»lllt’. and the change ()l'ul)‘llllnll can onl
accounted for by -w]lnllrnin: that the real facts of thi

were hroucht for the first time fairly before the Con

tives of the United States as business trans

wetions, stripped of all political coloring, or diploni.tic

Am 18gTrac ful att mpt at po itical 1mterieren

was l‘l'm_.lifli‘.' ‘IHH down by the rood sense of Americal

merchants, and by the prompt contri lictions of Edward

McGillivray, Esq., and the Hon. Mr. Currier. The latter
.m':xl‘n man made a most telling pee h in rebuttal of the
1

Potter’s insinuatio

United States Consul General, Mr

and mi z,-:u-;-»«m;ni._m 3,

[hose gentlemen who have rendered good service
I’l(v‘,l!x( al interest vere the [Ton. Thomas l:‘\?«'\ 1:?‘“
lent of the Provincial delecation, whose cool, dignitied
bearing, great suavity and patience elicited the approba

tion of those most opposed to Provincial interests, and to
whose skilft! management a great deal of the success at-
tendant thereon is to be attributed. The Ien, Malcolm
Cameron, by one of the best speeches on the occasio

adroitly turned the tide of opinion in favor of the Provin-

a great deal of angry feeling being indulged in by

cials,
the American Representatives, who had been graduall
lashing those irritating lmliliml questions to the verge of

acrimony.
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The speech of the Hon. Joseph Howe was undoubt-
edly the great event of the Convention. It was that of a
statesman and a philanthropist, and carried conviction t

the most obdurate and prejudiced. John McLennan, of
Montreal also materially advanced Provincial interests.
His connection with the forwarding trade naturally ga

great weight to statistics admirable arranged and well put
and it was to be regretted that the crowded state of the
room where the, Convention was held, and the want of

» whole assembly,

order Im*\'vn ted his being heard by tl

and final l)lm.‘"}l, his m'(“ 3 {u;glu'w,';‘:}).'(fu c.
Your delegates have not been disappointed at tl
difficulties which have lmii!'«’;lﬂ\' beset the question of

negotiating a new Treaty. lm prineip |\- l':z:.l the Com

pa—

mercial and Political elements in the

interests, was well

tot \11\ distinet and have se
stood and ascertained during the Convention, and it

repeatedly reiterated by the members of the delegations
from the various cities of the States, that the action of the
Convention conld not and would not influence the action
isode of Mr. Consul Genera

of their Government, the

+ : * ) Selind £
Potter was evidence enough of that fact.

The good effected by the Convention wa then that of
puttirg the whole question at issne fairly before the world
—disabusing the Commercial mind of the United Statcs
)y the “vh‘
only the

the errors and misrepresentations put forth

cians and press of that country, exhibiting
justice of the Provineial course, but ascertaining its po
tive strength, and establishing the fact that the abrogation
of the Treaty would be an evil of very.minor magnitude t

the people of British America.

[t may also have the cffect of directing attention o1

both sides to what may truly be called the * Science
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Commerce,” and it undoubtedly cstablished the fact that
some more gencral knowledge of the laws by which it is
governed is required than those involved in the act of buy-
ing and selling.

The intercourse between both nations has been con-
siderably benefitted by the Convention, its tendency being
to give both people a more thorough insi

¢ht into the char-
acter of their neighbers, and a better appreciation of their
buginess capacity and abilities, while it has demonstrated
to the people of the Provinces the necessity for a closer
union of interests which are individually identical.

Your delegates have to express their sincere gratitude
to the President of the Detroit Board of Trade, the Presi-
dent and Members of theDetroit Convention, and to the

ens for the kindness and hospitahity accorded during

sy have also to refer to the very liberal treatment
received from the officers of the Grand Trunk Railway for
free conveyance of the delegates to and from the Conven-
tion ; also to the Great Western Railway and the Ottawa
nd Prescott Railway Company.

A very valuable paper on the lumber trade was fur-
nished the Convention by the Hon. Jas. Skead : it is
published at page 263 of the Proceedings ; and another on
the “ River Communications of the British American
Provinces,” by George H. Perry, C. E., to be found in the
Proceedings at page 243. Under existing circumstances it
might be advisable to publish these papers and such other
information on these sabjects as may be deemed advisable
along with this Report.

The Convention terminated its sittings on Friday
evening, 14th July.



As the large plan noticed as being prepared for this
Convention attracted considerable attention, and as a wish
had been expressed by a member of the Milwaukee Board
f Trade for a copy, it was deemed advisable by the Hon.
Jas. Skead to present copies to Chicago, Milwuikee, the
Hon. D. C. Littlejohn, of Oswego, W. McGivein, Esq.,
M.P.P., of St. Catharines, and a copy was prepared for
on. Mr. Skead to leave in the Legislative Council Cham-
ber during the Session of Par!iament.

All these plans were prepared by Geo. H. Perry, Esq.,
C. E, aided by the liberality of the Hon. Mr. Skead ; and
it is believed that the plan prepared for that gentleman,
and placed by him in the hands of Ion. Mr. Ryan, and by
| {

him taken to England, has been the means of excitin

g
considerable attention to the Ottawa navigation project ;
at all events it did good service in Hon. Mr. Skead’s hands

during the session.

On the fifth of September, Lieut. General Sir John
Michel, K.C.B., Vice-Admiral Sir James Hope, G.C.B.
and suite arrived in Ottawa after hay ing passed up I'rench
River, through Lake Nippissing, over the height of land,
lown the River Matawan and the Ottawa. On their
arrival the Lieut.-General sent to George II. Perry, Esq.,

’

C.E., asking to see the plans prepared. At that interview
Mr. Perry placed in his hands a copy of the plans, and
prepared two others on a large scale of the French and
Matawan Rivers and the junction of the Ottawa and St.
Lawrence. A copy was also forwarded to Vice-Admiral
Sir James Hope to Halifax. Up to the present no ac-
knowledgment has been received from the Boards of Trade
of Milwaukee or Chicago for the plans sent, although it has
been ascertained that the parties duly received them.

In concluding this Report, the Conncil would remark
that your local interests have been urged with great vigor
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and effect, and it will remain for their successors to give
attention through the present vear to the great questions
affecting not only this loeality but the whole Province—
these are a comprehensive scheme for emigration, the
Intercolonial II;!HWH_\'. winter ports on the St. Lawrence,
the enlargment of the canals, construction of the work
necessary to open the Ottawa navigation, internal lines of

communication, the extension of commerce and modificatior
lati 1e cstablishment of free trade

of our figcal

e cnquiry into the cause

lines of water communica-

h have rendered our '

1

lly the reason why the commerce
f the Rideau canal i ar below its capacity. and the
ot the fuideau canal is go far below its capacit; 1d th

tion unproductive, espe

possibility of establishing a trade in coal through it from
the Pennsylvania coal fields. The lumber trade shonld
demand a vortion of attention commensurate wit

importance.

Large as this programme unde ubtedly is, it hardly
covers the vast amount of objects of interest and utility
which the affairs of the Province presents, yet it offers

* 13 £ :

a fair
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@ -G s
ke Cor reial Cony n. to i 1 at I
3 to discuss the important sul
tons ! 2
] elwee 7
)
\ liciently )
study of the various objects t eved
different subjects of which it is con ed, th
) the welfare and happiness o ) nat
ence their future carcer in no ordinary
| interests of t ‘

led n 1 t

. 1 her realm
nder the auspices of [mperial Gov ty of R
rocal Trade was negotiate 1854, by which the 1 du t

Provinces were admitted duty Ire

States, while similar privileges were secured to th
) I

with very extensive fishing rights in British waters, or which no eq

lent was obtained.

Interpreted by the United Stalc authorities in a very narrow

AS, | "’II',:‘ ess, maintan »d by the

illiberal spirit, the Treaty we




Government as an advantage, although the balance of Trade, so called, w:
decidedly against the Colonies at the outs

t, and has since continued so
For reasons best known to themselves, the United States Govern

nent, acting under a provision of the Treaty which requires a year's
notification before it can be terminated,
ernment of their ir

gave notice to the Imperial Gov
ntion to abrogate it, and
looked for in April, 1866.

termination may be

As the abolition of this Treaty would ompletely isolate the United
States in a commere

ial point of view ; and as the high customs dues she
s compelled to levy for revenue purposes 1 amount to positive pro-
bition as far as her own people are ¢ ed, a very commendahle
ire is 1ercial men to invest

xpressed by her cor

rate the whole data
ounded, and, if possible, devise mea-
in consonance with the principles of modern civilization than

10se which the present po

n which her mercantile system is f

gares more

tion of affairs foreshadows.

0

Hence this Convention at Detroit, at which the r

entatives of
the commercial i

rests of British North America are invited to be pres-
e it is to be presumed, ia the

character of parties about to
of parties m
e found no fault with the Treaty, nor is it by any act of the Impe
Government, or theirs, it is about to terminate.

rtures than in t}

g them—because they

b

That it had serious faults is undeni

able, and no better opportur ity
an oceur than the present for the rectification of those erro which
the experience of eleven years has demonstra

1 to exist; but as the

stricted Free Trade between Great Britamn and the
°8, 1t was, perhaps, one of the most skilfal and st

tesman-

ever devised

[f Commerce is the interch

ge of the surplus products of one

country for those of another, and if its effects are to enable the produ

to sell in the dearest and buy in the cheapest market

, then unrestricted
wy conditions of its developement, by
and capital to find an ontlet where bot}

Free Trade is one of the neces
releasing both labor

1 can be
most profitably employed.

Aud this ie more eminently e where all are producers to a con-
iderable extent—where manafactures are in t}

s altogeth

, and produe

nfined to ag
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In dealing thus with the questions before us in th ir most
form, the trade between Great Britain, her Provinces and the United

States, will be chiefly confined to agricultural products and manufac
Lures.
f the British North American Provine

ations of the grain producing S

i1l §
will be shewn fu

in the power of the Imperial Gov

afforded can be extended to the ntmost possible
State And if proper or fair trade rc 1latio
rs, Great Britain would t me the best

» Western States could ever t
L ticle of the lu
During ordinary seasons she spends 000.000 ste., adstufl
alone, and a bad harvest r of £40,000,000, the pr
tions in which i dr yuntr ¢ fo
Ru .
Pruss . 31
Denmart 11
Otl ( ntric
Mec nt &
Hansetow! !
” Franc .
Turkey and P ipalitic 51
Bgyptececec «  cvnemsones 2
United States......... 1
As a 1 the prices ¢ in of all ( ver in
United States than in any of those countries ¢ ed. It is evid
ther t a fuugh protective tar W er 1 38 Interest-
f 18 inflicted an deep and last on the
wl mi v, by restricting the elopement of its standard
intere - nd retardir all ¢ t of th Wester
Stat ds, the far t ing in t
cheapest eares ket, t ver the pl
I ial axiom

cosls the western farmer s

to market—the absurd fiscal regulations

n

y pays a large |

choice of route—and he rea

these States through which lLe is forced to end
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course of the river of the same name, from the head of the Lachine canal
(the last of the sub-divisions of the St. Lawrence, which it will use i

common) for a distance of 305 miles. It ascends the River Matawau

for 40 miles, crosses a summit between Up

ver Trout Lake, the source of

that river, and Lake Nippissing by an artif

icinl channel three miles

length, uses the latter sheet of water as a summit level 1

square miles in area, and 33 miles of its length as ¢
the outlet by which the surplus waters of its catchment
charged is reached, and a de

the

nt of 60 feet, ir

1 a distance of 49 miles or

cs the vo

reur on the shores of Lake Hu

1, and 500 from Chicago. Its navigation consists

canal, 370 miles riv

530 lake. Its locks are d

50 feet between quoins, with 12

gned to

¢t water on sill

be 250 feet i

)

230 feet in length, 48 feet beam, drawing
water, and of 1,000 tons burthen. Its capacity at six /

per hour, for a season of 220 days, would be 31,680,000 tons

—calculated to admit vessels of

15,840,000 downward movement as & maximum. There would *be a
upward lockage of G0 feet, and a dowr )
8 t, or 68 locks. This is dest

the Weste

be
tho creation of artificial
adapted to the class and style of
¢ \ sCrew |
1 which the produce of the Western 8
of speedy trips will be by A
W r developmse I
1 L L L “:\ L Cl y
ve:—To M 0 L
l, 3,063 tf 1
f | 3 a qu
mber could C ed at al t French River, ar
t could be delivered fur many years $12 per M feet B, M. at
Ct y if the canals were built; whereas prices for the same materia

now range from $23 to $25 per M. Capada exports to the Unite

States about 120.000,000 feet B. M., of

five-sixths are

Ottawa valley, wl in furni

roof of the entire facility of this project, the present state
avd Lake Huron r

tween Mont

v he cited o

Next in importance is the proposed Ottawa canal, following the




a conclusive example, The Ottawa River between Montreal and mouth
of Matawan River has a length of 305 miles, as follows :—Canals
Lachine and St. Anun's,
total,

navigat

and Grenviile, 12 miles—

1 in whole or part by rapids, 23} miles. Open

y fatl ter, 2603 miles. The Matawan

River is 404 miles in length, of which 11} miles are obstructed in whol

At the head of Upper Trout Lake, a summit or height of land

nte belwe t 1 Lake Nippissir [tis 4} m i
eatest ¢levation is only 10 feet above the water surface ;
itting at one point five feet in depth, for 1,500 feet, wot!d send the
water now flowing eastward to the Ottawa, westward to Lake N in
This latter lake is about 60 miles in its greatest length, and 2 its

greatest width. It covers an area of 560 square miles, and drams a
valley 9,000 square miles in extent, in which another

angue) ol l\l‘ ut 500 miles in area, act as a com

rulating reservoir,

d is connected with Nippissing by

iver. Lake Nippissing is 632 feet above the level of the sea ;

the poiot at which the proposed canal joins it and that from whi

effluent, the French River, goes out, is a distance of 31 miles

River, from Lake Nippissing to its coofluence with Lake Huron, has a

| three~fourth miles are obstructed

leneth of 49 miles, of which 7ive a
and forty-three and one-fourth miles open navigation, with a genera!
depth of four futhoms watgr. At i
formed by the Bustard Islands

entrance a magnificent harbor

, and the south projecting sweep

the eastern shore, with six fathoms wa lear up to the banks

The series of waters described traverse a country rich in min
wealth and the natural products of the forest. It contains mines of irc

(black magnetic oxide) of a vurity of 72 per cent.; lead, copper, plam
bago and antimony. Its forests of pine are inexhaustible. It furnishes
over 600,000 tons of {reight in this article already, and could readily
supply five times that amount ; barely twenty per cent. of the timber
available being now taken out of the forest, owing to the want of a
market for dimension stuff.

The Ottawa drains a valley of over 87,700 square miles. Its
average discharge of water amounts to 5,818,674 cubic feet of water per
minute, and its channel averages a width of half a mile.



The Matawan drains an area of 95t s

charge of 60,607 cubic fe

h

1 feel
réa feet.

The French River is the outlet to th
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vo thousand feet.
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ice between Montre

thus be se
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advantages to the

with th
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Wid

French River there are twenty falls, at which tl

h presents
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18 44.000 I
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{
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feet pe navigable purposes— 1 equal to 40,707
horse-power fall 60 feet.

ake Nip] d be the navigable summit level, the whole
5 us waters of the Matawan may be taken as available for manufac-
turr ts fall of 148 feet would give 12,745 horse power for
mat rpos

he Ottawa, wil ave awrge of 1,000,000 cubi “
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featurc of manufac

be

1 could be imported

freight both ways,
the Missis

5

sippi, 1

q
i

)rleans, 1,248 miles—

| and

518 mile

]?‘,fll'}'

Qtate

hey furnish him

ements for the

1¢




no motiy
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te of ¢ lock

al, &

I'he Erie canal,
year, with vessels of
The various railways leading f
1u‘u¢)u!unn tons

220 days each 200 tons, can

tong, and a like quantity up.

can probably do as much more, so that

\ble outlets of the United States.

cqual

in addition to our canals we have the Grand Trunk Rail¥
the Great Western equal to a like amoun

to 1,000,000 tons annually,
ties of

the Northern Railway the same, S0 that the total fa
Canada would be little short of siwty mil f tons of through frei
It remains to be seen whether the
liberal commercial policy,

annoally. ull advantage W
taken of those facilities by a wise and |
whether class interest W 1l prevail to the extent of retarding the
ment of a country W hich its advocates de Jare can produce £00.000,00

bushels of wheat annually, and sl other grain in propor tion.

» will be the r

libera recipro al comm

»n. no limitation can be put to the trade

Y

will be to British North America it w

to the Western States and by givir

3 it

the vast outlay Great Britain ye
scal burthens al

of saving

enable the producer to bear the heavy fi
, has entailed on the country.

h North America will go

Whatever the result may be, Britis
soliciting as a boon what her manifold advantages

y
g

with

er of interest.




THE TRANSIT COMMITTEE.

Drrrotr, July 13, 1865.

‘ The resolutions of Mr, Littlejohn b ine under con
ieration,

o

nd

¢ ] of Canada, he desired t

abmit for their consideration the advantages of the various transit routes

rough Canada to the board As the discussion of the Reciproc

as yrecluded from this C well as the trade relations

> e field for digcussion becomes comparatively

en the two countries, ti
feeling, as he did, that the pavige

1d canals,

¢ so inti-

over our railways, and the Reciprocit y &
wult 1o separate them.

ly connected with each other th
1 been named to consider the ommercial

But, as another Committee hac
leavor to place before them the a lvants

Canada offers as a competitor for a portion of the vast and rapidly

2es

relations, he would en

reasing commerce between the Western States and Europe. + We had

structed canals connecting the great gran-pro jucing country bordering

on the western lakes with tide-water, at an outlay of nearly twenty-five
millions of dollare. We had constructed a mag pificent railway system,
1 to Portland, in all

extending from the extreme western section of Cana

nyolving an expenditure of one hundred and three millions of dollars
We had the Great Western Railway, with its branches, connecting
alo and Lake Huron, from Goderich

Michigan and New York; the Bu
to Buffalo; the Northern Railway, from Collingwood to Toronto; the
and the

land Railway, from Port Colborne to Port Dall




Grand Trunk

turown open without

he should lLave stated that the pre

privileges and advantages not concede

been ¢

the Canadian merchant, viz: that treight

he United States t

transported at much lower rates foi
for our own people. In the

the United States have been imposed. Whilst the

discriminating tolls in favor ¢

tern &il}

(
irom

transport grain y western port to Montreal, at redu
)
L

1 both ¢

passing throug
ghore of L

Lawrence canals. As this question haa to be dis

nals, the people of Canada,

tario, have to pay full

commercial sense, it became his duty to point out to this Commi

what seemed to him the superior advantages of the St. Lawrence wat

for the shipment of produce to Earope. He called the a
: facts which will serve to convince every one that th
301 ication to the ocean must afford sguperior advantages to & ficia ‘

irough the United States. [

On the 10cth Sept r, 1861, sixteen thousand bushels of wheat

were purchased at Cl

, of which ten thou and bushel 8
sia the St. Lawrence, an thousand via New York
ST. LAWRENCE ROUTE
s

Shipped at Chicago 13th Beptember, arriving at Port olborne 18th... 5
Passed over We!land Rallway same day ; shipped at Port Dall e 19

September, arrived at Montrea! 22nd , weren . N
Detair » day 2t Port Dalhousie. .. 1
Ship t Montreal, per ste rrived

I 1 on Sth October.. ...o.coanvannss T I LT 1

ENTS NS
Freight to Porl Colborne........coueeireennns 16
Welland Rallway..... Y T T TR T TR R -

Port Dalhousie to Montreal. .
Montreal 10 LIVErPOOl.......ceuersscesriiessnessionieessonss: 2 K

Insurance from Chicago to Montreal.......... 24
Insurance from Montreal to Liverpool..... - o issaaIen 90T 14
Charges at Liverpool and Commission.. 11

Per bushel.




Bhipped ( agol t Port Colbor 3 )

3t

1at Port Da 2ot

Passed er \Welland Rail same da ipped
September, arrived at Oswego on the 26th Seplemt
Detained at Port Dalhousie six da . (
Shipped at Osweg y 26th Sep er. arrived at New York 6th O
Shippe New York 10th O er, arrived at Livery 3rd ember 54
CHAR(

Port Dalhousie to Osweg

from Chicago to Liverpool
at least twenty cents per b

Canada are alive to the great and I
The rapid growth
llers, with &

enlargement and improvement ol

of the west has brought into existence a ¢l

earrying capacity of thirty t J thirty-five thousand bushels of grain, whi

cannot, from the small single locks, an want of sufficient dep

of vessels are necessar

water, pass through our canals; this

compelled to discharge their cargoes at Buffalo. The several Canad

Boards of Trade convened a meeting at Toronto, and unanimously agreed
to urge upon the Canadian Legislature the importance of enlar, the

Welland and St. Lawrence canals to admit vessels of one thousand tons
burthen, or possibly larger. He thought he was warranted in stating
4 : {o this Committee that the Government policy is to consummate such a
desirable object.

» of the proposed

In reply to a member of the Committee as to the
d been generally

ted that i

locks and depth of water, Mr, McGiverin s
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derstood that both canals were to bave locks two hundred and fifty

feet by fll) tect, drawing thirteen feet of water. He regretted, as
representing Canada, that the consideration of the Reciprocity and the
Trapsit «mumm: had not been submitted to the same Committee, but
a9 that could not now be arranged, he would close his remarks for the
present by expressing the 1‘.1’1;w-' that the consideration of the several
questions in which Canada was interested would be viewed by the
people of the United States free from 1\1«im“-'-», that whalever may
have occurred to temporarily mar the good feeling which has hitherto
existed, he felt convinced that the great mass of the Canadians were
strong in their desire to renew and perpetuate the Reciprocity Treaty

and cultivate the most friendly com mercial relgjions It should be borne
in mind that in every free country the right of liberty of speech was
acknowledged, and before condemning all of ' Canada for the aspe rsions
of 2 minority they should bear in mnd that there are two great pe arties
in the United States whose views differ as wi idely as do those in {anada.

before the Committee

Reserving the privilege of again appearing
chould it desire any further evidence, Mr. McGiverin closed his speech

Mr. G. H. Perry said :

The River St. Lawrence is the natural outlet of the surplus waters
of the great lakes. 1t drains an area of 600,000 square miles, of which
hest point at

355,000 belong to Canada. Nm«-(;.' miles above the
which it is affected by the tide-waters its channel is interrupted by a
fall of forty-five feet known as the Lachine Rapids. The head of this
is six miles above the city ol Montrea), and from that point the river
bstructed by a series of similar rap ids for tnc distance of one hundred

and seven miles. To render the ne avigation of this nob le river available,
the Provincial Government have constructed a series of canals, varying
, of uniform size

1

in length from three-fourtbs of a mile to elev
and dimensions, the lock chambers } eing two hundred feet in length by
ve feet in width, with a depth of nine feet ol water on the sills of
vessels one hundred and

1

forty-
the locks. They are capable of admitting
1d drawing eight feet

eighty-six feet in length, forty-three feet beam,
o water, of a capacity of three hundred tons burthen. The machinery
1 all appliances are of the mos t durable description of material, and
.c has been laid under
ration perfect. In

.at art and science could effect for the purpe
mbutmh for the purpose of rendering the 1
navigation is necessarily limited by the shortness of
available for two hundred and twenty

these climates the

the seagon, but tl



davys as a maximum and two b 1ndred and ten days as a u inimum ; last

se before

vear t were opened about the 15th of April, ar d rarely clos

y

the 1st of December. Taking, however, the present state ol these canalg,

' and that they can be worked to the extent of a lockage in six minutes,
or ten lockages per hour, a total movement of through freight would

take place amounting to 15.840,000 tons for the season, and an upward
movement of 7,920,000 tons, and a corresponding downward movement,
as the maximum of usual effect These canals open the St. Lawrence
and Lake Or to the head of the latter expause of water; they
1 of two hundred and thirty-foar feet between the level of
complete the connection with the sea-

ts surface and tidal wateis, and
rd for that portion of the outlet.
Ontario and Erie is interrupted by the N
ht miles in length, known as the * Wella

The communication between Lt
Falls. A canal twenty-

1d,”’ renders the nav

veen the upper lakes and
ifty feet length,

v on the s'lls. This

perfect and completes the remaining link bet

are one hundred

the sea-board. Jts locks
twenty-six and a half in width, with ten feet of wat

canal 1s capable of admitting vessels of four hundred tons, and as it is

\ aa
) 0 fr to fiftent e earlier each se n than the St. Lawrence
open from ten to fifteen days earlier each seasan Lhan the St. Lawrence,

on will he two hundred and forty day

period of navigat

3 & maximum.

e data as to the lower series ol canals, 10 1S apable

Applying the sa

transit to 23,040,000 tons of Ireiq it annually, or an

f affordi

ipward movem
maximum of greatest useful effect. y

three hundred and thirty-five feet, and has twent;

ent of 11,520,000 tons, and a downward of like amount as

canal overcomes a fall of

seven locks, while the

vight and a

3t. Lawrence canals have a length on the ¢ g
sven locks. The between the

half miles, and also twenty-

level of Lake Erie and tide-water is five hundred

ion of the Canadian Gover

has been the nt

ternal waters to
nd the

ich the harbors and in

C

8 Wi

eries of canals to the full

s not at all bey

which they give access will permit, s0 that it
bounds of probability, if a fair and eq itable reciprocity continues between
these canals

the Imperial Government and the United States, to set
tons, laden with the produce of the Western

admit vessels of one thousand
n the mmense

States, to meet the ocean steamships at Montreal.

wounld be illimitable, and

bydraulic power at command, their expans
of commerce or the physical or
ive access. Most of

can only be prescribed by the wants

natural obstractions in the waters Lo which

the rapids on the St. Lawrence can 0€ Gescel led by steamboats, and

Provinecial Government

has been at one time the intention of the

s 1o permit len crafts to descend.

leepen the
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that exparsion of westc commerce so eloquently descr 1 by
advocates, Canada presents another route for consid o £
direct communication betwee Lakes Huron, Michi nd St

va and French Rivers. The Ottawa

five miles above the city of Montreal, forming

with the ocean by the Ot

bifurcates about twenty-
the island on which it stands. The jorth channel, know
des Prairies,” joins the St. Lawrence at Boute de !'Isle, s

its dark waters with t

below the city ; the south mingl v
Lake St. Louis above the head of Lachine Rap ls, The pr

tance of three hundre

gation would use its che
above Montreal, then ascend its

height of land of four and a half

miles
and descend the French Kiver to the shor [
‘hich 1t is only distant by the

the Straits of Mackinaw, from W
Lake Huron. The whole route has been surveyed, at the e

some $90,000, by the Prov neial Government, and its entire

ht locks, a lockage of
indred and twenty-two
follows : Ottawa River

established [t will he

upwards from Lake Huron, and
wards to tidal waters. Its length will be as
{hree hundred and five miles; Mattawan, forty and one-half m les
thirty-on

height of land, four and one-half miles; Lake Nip

French River, forty=nine miles. Total, four hundred and
t condition has twenty-one miles of canal, includir

miles, Its present

miles ;

Lachine, and forty-four miles obstructed. The open navigation ae

existing is three hundred and sixty-five miles, of from five to twenty feet

in depth. The locks are designe d to be cf the lergest possible siz

hundred and fifty feet long, fifty feet wide, with twelve feet of water on
the sills, calculated to admit vess s of two hundred and tlurty feet

length, forty-eight feet beam drawing eleven feet of water, and of one
{housand tons burthen. Taking the data heretofore used for the season
of navigation, and adwitting only six lockages per hour, the capacity of

this chanpel for freight would be 31,680,000 tons cach season—an

it of 15,840,000 tons, and a Jike downward move
Its courge from Montre al is about In
1 its actual canaling will
If an independent

upward movemel
would be its greatest useful effect.
a straight line for the Straits of Mackinaw, at
be just thirty miles, including the Lachine canal.
outlet is necessary, the Riviere des Prairies furnishes it, with seven miles
less canal,

Onpe hundred and forty miles to the southward of the mouth of

French River, Nottawasaga Bay, at the foot of the Georgian Bay,




to be of the
ave the same capa

bundred and five feet ol loc k

seventy-one !0
The Chambly

, of Lake Ontario

tiver Richelieu, ope

thousand three hundred and forty-eight mil

eight miles per hour, one hundred
£ I
hours

three hou

and thirty mles ; river, three

miles. Total, to

and river, one
six hundred and eighty iee

hours. Georgian Bay—lake,

ot, nine hours
» Huron

\dred and s venly miles ;

Chicago, nine hundred ¢

ydred and thirteen h

seven

canal, one hundred and forty-one miles;

aly

two

Time—lake and
hours; lockage, thirteen hours.
To Liverpool from Montreal

Liverpool

one miles; by way O
hundred and six

miles. Total, one thousaud and fo

~one hundred and thirteen hours;

<

~QOuebt e hundred and fif

from Quebec, two th usand \
otal, by way ol Qt. Lawrence from Ch ur thousand and ei
f Ottawa and Lake Huror
of Georgian Bay canal, three
It will thus be seent
ays, outlet to 16,000,000 to

v-five miles; by way

thousand seven hundred and cighty-five mi

Canada can offer, with her canals and railw

annually, in their present conditic

’ gt, Lawrence Canal
Welland, a surplus of
Chambly Canal.......ooeees

Raillways......




s would be equal to siz

yond that it won!d

=
.o

Mr. McLennan, ol Montreal, m:

I'be re

r, reduced to whe

ian corn, bushels vos . 2,661

As evidence of the quantity of stuff that can be pa
the Lachine canal in its present state, though this
pessed in May and June,

that could

be done, the entire quantity of grain and flot

to 5,361,68:

rage for gr in ¢ warehouse the Lachine
t of 1,040,000 bush
The water power now used on the Lachine canal estimated at

¢ Rapids that

unlimited, being

5,124 horse power. The supply

may be made available when required is |

estimated at the t of some n

Illustrati

the capacity of the harbor of Montreal, it :

were in port on the 6th of June, 1861, one hundred and seventeen sea

going vessels There are now on the route from Montreal to Great

ritain eight mail-carrying steamships

freight steamships




{ the value of the route in respect
conservation of grain he would state that during {ive year that

n trade between Chicag

y engagel

been ac tive
and Montreal, he

1WAl wdred and fifteen T n bushe
1 { usua 1 of naviga Al two hundr
and twenty days
ther ssion, the que ) as takel
1ns \\‘AIA'\“ \ Wwel \ it 1

Duncan Stewart, Esq.,

i iti luti ] 1ded t
lowine additional resolntion, an dded
those aiready adopted:

Resolved, T he the y
Reciprocity between the United States and

secure in such

ble screw steamer

sufficient depth of

thousand tons carg pacity t

Canada West, to u le-s

ther reso itions cover the ent

Mr. Littlejohn—I think
here can be no need of the one just offered.

ground. Sot

Mr. Stewart—One of the other resolutiovs states that it gives us
(Canadian Government intends to enlarge
intentions, and demands unmistakable

pleasure to learn that the it
capals. The west is done with
' action. If the intention to enlarge y
nust largely increas
some few figures to show the

jelds us pleasure, a guarantee that

will secure enlargement I e that pleasure, therefore I

will now take the liberty to present
advantage of deep water down the St
as possible in their presentation.

Lawrence, and T will b2as brief



lakes that
to the o

, which 1s the entrance to the Erie canal

secks an ocean rue, which

Lawrence outlet,
via New Y

noints west, north-west, and southi-west

¢, are the two starting

ion,  All

t lake route to the

gea-boerd stand in precisely the same relative condition to these two

portant points. The questior now arise

two

atlets can the west reach those markets of Id where it

t in demand in the speediest mant

r3 us at once to an examination the

and dis

e creat channels of communication. At the

t all the advantages are or

1e route through

he State of New York With a proper rement of the Canadian

[ the ent

e would be reversed, greatly
t

examine the question on the basis of an enlargement of

e ( a d with our present facilities
Yorl I will take up the Erie canal first and ex ne it as to tim
ft portation, incidental expenses, etc

It western

It enters ke Erie at Buffalo
r at West Troy. Its lengtl I

three hundred and
seventy-one locks ; they

even feet 1‘1011“ on¢

et long, and eighteen feet wi Doats of improved
£ I

t with two hundred and twenty net tons of car

Aver

e towed by horses, and th age rate of speed is one

hour At this rate of travel it requires twelve days

ours—say, in round numbers, thirteen days to ps

he case if no break occurs or ace

1l as other means of {ransport, are subject to breaks

ent happens ; but

1 tide water in

aly use the actual time needed to re

mwy cal One day more will place boat and cargn in the harbor

New York, which is one hundred and fifty miles from West Troy,

wce five hundred miles. No gentleman interested

hink, venture to say that I bave not made a
fair statement of the case. I will here remark that if in my figures and

culation

rs have crept in, I will be most glad to be corrected,

on is to make a dispassionate statement, and carefully avoid

strainivg either facts or figures, The charges on a bushel of wheat

1 for shipment abroad are,
at New York, as follows : Canal tolls paid to the State of New York,

and a §

m Buffalo tiil it is put aboard ship

r cherges at Buffalo, one-quarter




Beauharnois
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yrnwall
+Farran’s I

*Rapide I’

canal

J

1oee the we

o

The Welland canal

rand {

\
il 18

even lock

s twenty )
r of locks which

must be pa

t follows » number

cean by the St. Lawrence nver s fifty-four, or seventeen less than there
n the Erie eanal. The nu r of miles on the canal between the

cen-board and the lakesin this direction are sevenly-one an 1 three-eighths

iles, or, in round numbers, s¢ venty-two

v and seventy-three miles less than the I
ess two great fa yu the minds of

more particularly on the minds of the ge
there is twenty- cent. fewer loc]

rie capal, and that there ar

two hundred

rie capal. I would earnestly

» members of this Commitiee,

atlemen from the west: that
he St. Lawrence rrute t!

»3 of canal he latter




to prove whi pature desi

the west to the out 1 the ocea all wor
derful powers, creative g niug, and pers w never fail t
rieht if he follows where vature leads. In't particular case let
the lesson t hear
[ nowc \ arison of distances
r Port ( 8 8

Kings M 1

M Q
Makir be total distance from Port Colborne Quebec five hund
and fort icht miles, or forty Talo
New York; but asthe Qi f Port

Colborne is twenty miles

duced to twenty-eight mil

r the o trade and tide-water, I trust the Government
lg rteen feet depth of | way from Pc
Montreal. If they do not give it to us now they will hav

rgement w ithin twe '.f\_\"!.\"» years. \H;!i‘
resent we must rest conte 'u.‘] w 1!1 twelve le

\is would admit of propellers of a carrying capacily ¢ f 30,000
1S J i v

bulk. Whi

jaded horses, driven by semi-savages, W hose blazphemous expressions

bushels of wheat reaching tide-water without breaki

ng of ncy every time they apply the

shock every

ity to the sides of the tired ammals plac d in tl

» the canal boat along at the rate of one and an eighth miles per hou

towards tide-water on the Erie canal, the magnificent screw steamers 0

the pure

these inland seas would be proudly plowing their way throug
waters of the St. Lawrence at an average rate of eight miles per h
including the time required to pass the canalg, reaching tide-water at
Quebec in two days and twenty and a hall hours—not consuming three
days in the passage; whereas fourteen days would be required via the
Erie canal, making a saving of eleven days in favor of the St. Lawrence
or, in other words, running the distance 1n less than one-quarter of the
time necessary on the New York outlet.

I now come to the cost of transportation. A propeller, or vessel
carrying 30,000 bushels could net twenty-five to thirty per cent. of her
cost every year with an average freight of five cents to Montreal, and

six cents per bushel to Quebec. Allow that the Canadian Government
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ei 1 one

(

nine cents from Buffalo t
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bec to Liver
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oint to Liverpool. Add thi
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of thirteen days betwee
1e ports of the Old World

» from Port Colborne than it now takes us to react

itire time required to make the passage

rne to Liverpool being thirteen days—allowing two days

]

Vew York in fou

nittee will re remarked that I do not

3 erossing

with twelve
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fourteen feet water down the St. Lawrence, it will always be more
fer at Montreal or Quebec than attempt to cross the

roing steamers. The reason of this is that, in reaching

profitable to tr

ocean with la
Quebee, they need not put on board fuel for more than a run of two
a vast amount of freight room

st put fuel on board for the run

hundred miles at a time, thus savi

r the ocean they u

ndred mil

s, and a surplus to cover contingencies. It

s than two days’ ran—enough

would be unwise to have that surplus

d miles. Every gentleman who has g experience

1

oe at once that it would take fifteen times more

in this business will ¢
room for fuel to cross the ocean than it would take to run down

ing d)wn the river there would be no need to have over

cludiog the surpl

f coal on board at any one time, in
ient to run a screw steamer of one
. two hundred

y and twenty-

ong would be suf

18 cargo capacity, with a low pressure er
miles, leaving nine hundred and seventy-five tons fi
] » cent. of the carryur

y and one-

city being reserved for fuel; whereas for the ocean voyage it would
i of coal,

33 than t

Ired and fifty t

g on seven

1k this clearly demonstrates

troom. It
cargo at either Montreal or (Quebec.
by sail, intended for a foreign

On

that the sail vessel should be
m to open sea navigation below
Ler sails. A sail vessel of one

make money raj for her owners by
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will no longer beget strite and breed distrust.  We will star d before the
world in our true character ; foremost in deeds of Christian charity and
benevolenee, foremost in all good works, foremost in all that tends to

elevate mankind, and foremost in the championship of civil {reedom and
equal rights, I believe the measures that will be adopted by this
Convention will bring all these things to pass,

With deep water down the St. Lawrence, no interest will be more
bepefitted than the lumber interest. Instead of ruin, swift and sure,

mation and vigor

overtaking this branch of our industry, new life,

will be imparted to it il the treaty 1S re newed, with a deep water ¢

1

affixed. With boundless, and almost inexhau
o is the only kind that is of any present value. Let ships of

timber, |
one thousand or fifteen hundred tons load at the wl

» oak, black walout, white

cities, and, as if by magi
kinds, white ash, tamare 1 epruce, would at once
it. The cabinet-

voods ; the

more valuable than they

f

would furnish a market

take every oak stave you n out, sending back, it
sugar, molasses, and other rich products, which, beirg purch

ds. and landed, without any extra charges but the freight, at

doors, woul our merchants to sell these products at

reduced rates, th

great

{ London,

w 1 as low y of tl T G Br they 1 e
from any giv point west ew Y r Bost v the pr )
{ 1 ad would be better t t ble in either ¢

€ kets
yw it will oot be co ¢ to draw trade from our

ery will be re

ties, and the

rather than our own. All I have to say Is
1d cities of N Yorl

7,
-

York and Buffalo




The west means to do her business where she can do it to th

advantage; and if our Canadian friends aff
enable us to reach tide-water for a lower rate of freight and canal tolls
than the incidental expenses incurred passing through the State of New
York, my humble opinion is that they will secure the business.

e m()l'
rd us such facilities as will

Which party is most deserving of our consideration? Men who
profess feelings of friendship for us, and call themselves our fellow-
citizens, yet retard our prosperity, and charge us double what is fair o
reasonable for every service they do for us, because we are

power, or those who present themselves as strangers, but offer us advan-

tages which our friends refuse to grant us.

A
certain portions of the west could not obtain over eight cents per bushel

; more words and I am done. Some years ago the farmers in

for their corn. Some profe { pohtical economy say this was the

result of a great crop, and D 7 to eat it. This is a grave mistake

there were hungry men enough to eat up the whole of

£ oit!

Nobedy t«

eat! The want of transportation facilities ate it all up! That year

forwarders got in many instances twenty cents per bushel from Chicago
to Buffalo; and the canal rates rose
Buffalo to New York. In plain English, the farmer of Illinois had to

1s high as twenty-five cents from

«ive the carrier the price of five and a half bushels of his corn to get
him to carry hel from Chicago to New York, a distance of fifteen
hundred miles by water. Twenty-five cer*s, including canal tolls, would

7 one

have laid the same corn down in Liverpool, had there been a chance to
pavigate the St. Lawrence with vessels of cne thousand tons or upwards,
and the owner of the craft would have been richly remunerated at that
price ; but on top of the forty-five cents to New York from Chicago
were the charges at that point, and another charge of twenty cents per
bushel to cross the ocean, making the charge from Chicago to Liverpool
not less than sixty-seven cents per bushel, when it would never have
exceeded thirty cents had the right kind of vessels been able to pass

down the St. Lawrence. This would have epabled the farmer to

forty-five cents for his corn, instead of eight cents, per bushel. W
sixty bushels to the acre, the amount secured in the one case was four
dollars and eighty cents ; in the other it would have been twenty-seven
dollars. This is no fancy sketch ; it is a positive fact. After such a
statement T will leave it to the Committee to say whether or not the
west has not just reason to complain of insufficient outlets to the sea-
board. With these facts placed before our Provincial frieads, I trust
they will go on and improve their lines of communication whether the




treaty is renewed or not. They can offer sach inducements for the
trade of the west as will draw a large portion of it into their harbors, in
spite of unfriendly legislation or unfounded prejudice. I have never
known one single American merchant, and I have had some experience
among them, who would give me twelve and a haif cents per barrel to
carry flour to Buffalo from Detroit if the Grand Trunk or Great Western
Railways would carry it for twelve and one-cighth cents; or who would
give an American vessel eight and one-tenth cents per bushel to carry a
cargo of grain to Kingston if a Canadian craft stood ready to do it for
eight cents. And this is the correct principle in trade. Trade
try or color ; she will agree with those from whom
\e best bargain. These are simple facts, which I hope

{NOWS

dualy considered by the gentlemen of this Committee

The resolution was then put and carried, every mem-
ber of the Committee voting for it, except Mr. Prosser, of

Buffalo.







THE RIVER COMMUNICATIONS
BRITISH AMERICAN PROVINCES.

et ¢ D ¢ O

Commerce demands a ready market, and an open, direct, and easy

highway thereto. The natural streams of any country form its primary
means of communication between the nterior and sea-board. They are,
where thoroughly available, the cheapest and readiest means of transit,
for agricultural and patural produce, and their conpection by artificial
channels is the direct step towards trade extension.

Placed in competition with railways or macadamized roads, as
modes of conveyance for all descriptions of beavy freights, they are much
more available for the wants of commerce; and no country dependent
upon the latter accessories alone for transit, if its interior is far removed
from the sea-coast, can ever become an active commercial centre.

The limited capacity of railways as conveyers of freight is due to the
difference between motive power as applied to land and water, In the
first case the haulage has to be effected over a comparatively rough
surface of great length. The inertion of the whole load has to be over-
come, and its actual weight, as it were, lifted from the surface. As there
must be a limit to the width of bearing surface that is attained on
railways, by a guage or width between the rails of five feet six inches
as the medium, and consequently the capacity of conveyance is neces-
sarily limited thereby, a railway car forty feet long, ten feet wide, on the
outside, carries generally about ten tons, and ten of those cars is a good
load for an ordinary locomotive.

On the other hand, a canal boat, with an engine of seventy horse
power, one hundred and fifty feet long, thirty-five feet beam, and drawing
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nine feet of water, will take three hundred to three hundred and fifty
tons, according to stowage (or three to four railway trains), and will not
require as many hands or as costly machinery as the railway.

The question of gpeed is a more serious matter. It is in favor of
the railway, but ata cost of material by no means, nor in any case
commensurate with the sacrifice of material by which 1t is gained. It
will be, on the part of the railway, about thirty per cent. of gain; but
while the canal can accommodate four to five million tons annually,
working in this climate only two hundred and twenty days, the railway
with three bundred and twelve days’ work, can hardly accommodate .

one million and a half tons.

The questicn before the Convention is, “The best means of com~
munication with the sea-board,” and the problem it involves can be only
solved by the natural and artificial water-bays | g through the British

North American Provinces.

It is said the destinies of a country are determined by its physical
geography. If such be the case—and to a considerable extent it must
be true—then a great futare is before the empires bordering the great
lakes, penetrating from the north-east to the north-west, through seven
degrees of latitude and twenty-three of longitude. Those magnificent
reservoirs present a length of over two thousand miles, and a coast navi«

cation of over double that distance.

the disposition of those

Draining an area of 600,000 square mil
outfalls are as follows : Beginning from the

great reservoirs and the
sea-board, the River St. Lawrence, {rom Point des Monts, at the head of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in N. lat. 49 deg., 18 min., W. long. 67 deg.,
13 mip., to Kingston, at the foot of Lake Ontario, in lat. 44 deg, 15
min., long. 76 deg., 22 min., is six hundred and ten miles in length,
varying from one mile to thirty in width, and diversified with islands and
scepery of the most magnificent description.

Lake Ontario is one hundred and eighty miles in length, and fifty-
eight miles in greatest width ; it is two hundred and thirty-four feet
above the level of the sea, and its greatest depth is six hundred feet; it
covers eight thousand two hundred square miles of area. At its western
extremity it is joined to (or, rather, receives the surplus waters from the
upper lakes through) Lake Erie by tbe Niagara River, on which the
.nt falls of the same name are situated, and which render it

maguoifi
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unpavigable. Its length is about thirty-two miles, and its width varies
from two mmiles to eight hundred and fifty feet. The most westerly point
of Lake Ontario is in 43 deg., 20 min,, N. lat., and 79 deg.,, 52 min, W.
long.

Lake Erie has its eastern extremity in 41 deg., 53 min., N. lat,,
and 78 deg., 50 mm W. long.; its western in 41 deg., 41 min,, N. lat,
and 83 deg., 32 min., W, long. It istwo hun
8 in wi dlh two hundred and four feet greatest depth,
and covers eleven thousand eight hundred square miles of area. It is
five hundred and sixty-nine feet above the level of the sea, and is

ired and fifty miles in

length, sixty mil

joined
to Lake St. Clair by the Detroit River, twenty-four miles in length, from
mne and one half miles in width to twenty-six hundred feet.

Its lower or southern
a‘l\l
\\ ong.
1t is the smallest of the lakes, as well the s : lrc“,n l.:::':_\'
twenty miles in length by twenty-five miles in width, with an extreme
depth of eight to twenty feet. It covers three hundred and ninety-two
gquare miles of area, and is connected with Lake Huron through the St.

Lake Saint Clair has a r‘or'h and ~'u':.1'n cour;

end is in 42 deg., 25 min., N, lat,, 82 deg., 53

northern end in 42 deg., 55 min., N. lat.

Clair River, which is twenty-eight miles io length, a
average width.

wse, It is divided

ke Huron has a general north and s
Imto two parts by the Manitoulin Islands, the eastern division known as
the Georgian Bay. Both cover an area of twenty-eight thousand five
hundred square miles. 'The lake is two hundred and sixty miles in length,
one h"'xdred and sixty-six miles in greatest width, and seven hundred
and five feet greatest depth. Its southern end is in 43 deg. N. lat., 82
2., 25 min, W. long.; and northern in 46 deg, 21 min, N, lat,,
deg. W. long. It is joined to Lake Michigan on the west by the Straits

Mackinae, in 45 deg., 50 min., N. lat,, 84 deg., 48 mn., W. long.

Lake Michigan lies nearly parallel with Lake Huron, TIts general
course being north-east and south-west, it describes a long curve, not
unlike a large cucumber in shape. Its eouthern extremity isin 41d
37 min., N, lat., and between 86 deg., 28 min,, and 87 deg., 30 min,,
w. long. It is two hundred and thirty miles
width, nine hundred feet greatest depth, It is nearly on the same level
as Lake Huron, the latter being five hundred and seventy-two feet above
the sea, and the former five hundred and seventy-four feet. The area is
twenty-one thousand two hundred square miles

, eighty-two miles in
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Lake Superior—the largest of all the lakes—1s joined to Lake Huron
by the River St. Mary's. The length of this river, from the foot of St.
Joseph's Island, is forty-five miles. It is broken by rapids, known as
Sault Ste. Marie, and the navigation is continued by a canal of large
dimensions, in the territory of the United States. The width of the river
is over one mile, The size of canal locks, three hundred and fifty feet
long ; seventy feet between the quoins; twelve feet water on sills
Length of canal, one mile. The lake is four hundred and twenty miles
in length, one bundred and sixty miles in width, and one thousand feet
in greatest depth. Its southern extremity is in N. lat. 46 deg., 28 min,,
and 84 deg., 32 min., W. long., and its north-western in N. lat. 46 deg.,
40 min., W. long. 92 deg., 20 min. Its level is six bundred feet above
the sea, and area 52,300 square miles.

Having thus described that great series of lakes and rivers by which
the surplus produce of an area of 800,000 square miles of the richest and
most productive soil ou this continent must reach the sea- board, it will
now be necessary to detail more particularly the artificial means already
in existence for overcoming the natural obstructions to their complete
navigation, and what facilities exist for the construction of other artificial
chanoels of equal or greater capacity,and more than commensurate
value.

Between tidal water at Three Rivers and the foot of Lake Ontario a
difference of level of two hundred and thirty-five feet has to be overcome
It is concentrated in the cne bundred and six miles which intervene
between the foot of the Lachine Rapids at Montreal acd the summit of
the Galops Rapide. In this distance there are seven distinct canals, of
an aggregate length of forty-three miles, as follows :

Lachine canal, at the city of Montreal, eight and one-half miles in
length, having five locks, each two hundred feet long, forty-five feet
between the quoins in widlh, nine feet water on sills—(those are the
dimensions of the locks throughout the whole of the St. Lawrence canals)
The height of lift to be overcome is forty-four feet nine inches.

The Beauharnois canal is eleven and one-quarter miles in length, bas
nine locks, with a litt of eighty-two feet six inches.

Cornwall canal, eleven and one-half miles in length, has seven locks
with forty-eight feet height of lift.

Farren's Point canal is threefourths of a mile in lepgth, has cne
lock, with four feet of lift
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ith eleven

Rapid Pilatte canal is four miles in length, has two locks, ¥
feet six inches height of lift.

Point Iroquois canal has one lock, is three miles in leagtii, has six
feet nine inches height of lift. This canal is joned to the upper canal
by a recently constructed link two and five-eighths miles in length,

without any locks.

Galops canal is two miles in length, and has nine feet height of
lift, with two lc

The total length of canals would be thus forty-three and five-eighths
miles ; number of locks, twenty-seven, and total lift two hundred u'ul
six feet six inches. At foot of Lachine canal the surface of the river is
twelve feet nine inches above tidal water, which reaches Three Rivers,
xfnety miles below, while fifteen feet six inches is due to the natural

inclination of the surface of the river in the thirty-five miles of still water
which intervene between Kingston and Montreal, equal to 1.37 inches
to the mile.

At Montreal a cargo downward bound meets the ocean steamship,
as the navigation of the St. Lawrence is uninterrupted to that point for
vessels drawing over twenty feet of water, for which much praige is due
to the energy and enterprise of the Montreal merchants,

The river above the Galops canal is navigable for large craft to
Kingston, sixty-five miles, and thence to the head of Lake Ontario, rne
hundred and eighty miles more ; but at that point a check is inte
by the Rapids and Falls of the Niagara, and an ascent of three hundred
and thirty-four feet three inches has to be overcome before the surface
of Lake Erie is reached.

This is accomplished by the Welland canal of twenty-eight miles in
length, baving twenty-seven locks, each one bundred and eighty feet
long, by twenty-six feet six inches between the quoins, with a deplh of
water on sills of ten feet. It opens the navigation to the heads of Lakes
Huron and Michigan

The St. Lawrence canals admit vessels one hundred and eighty-six
feet in length, forty-three feet breadth of beam, drawing eight feet of
water ; maximum burthen, three hundred tons.

The Welland canal admits vessels one hundred and sixiy-two feet
long, twenty-five feet beam, drawing nine feet of water; maximum
burthen, four hundred tone
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As the series are limited by the St. Lawrence at present, their value
as channels for freight can be easily determined. Assuming tke maxi-
mum of work for the season of navigation, which may be taken at two
hundred and twenty days, at six lockages per hour, or a lift of one feot
each minute, we would have 0 x 24 x 220 x 300=9,504,000 tons, repre-
senting a downward movement of 4,75
amount.

,000 tons, and an upward of equal

Bat the limit of the capacity of these canals has not been yet reached.
It is, unfortenately, governed by Lake St. Clair, which will not allow
its being navigated by any vessel drawing over nine feet of water ;
therefore the capacity of the St. Lawrence canals will be attained when
the first section is deepened to fen feet of water on the sills of its locks,
and the chambers enlarged to a length of two hundred and fifty feet by
feet, admitting vessels of seven hundred and filty tons. The length
ening and widening of the Welland canal to a similar capacity is a work

of time and great expense.

The yearly capacity of the canals so enlarged would be equal to
3,160,000 tons annually, or a downward movement of 11,880,000 tons,

it}

ith an upward of similar amount

It would appear that, unless a large sum of money is laid out on
Lake Saint Clair, those noble canals will t

aseful dimensions

hen have attained their utmost

The distance from. Ch to Montreal by this route is as follows :

Eleven hundred and forty-five miles lake navigation, one hundred and
thirty-two mules river nav
tal of thirteen hundred

ion, and seventy-one miles of canal—making
nd forty-e

lit miles,

Time occupied: Lake, at eight miles per hour, one hundred and

forty-three hours ; river, eight miles per hour, seventeen hours; canals ,
two miles per hour, thirty-five hours; lockage, five hundred and forty
feet, at one minute per foot, nine hours. Total, one hundred and ninety-
five hours, or cight days and three hours,

From Mouotreal to Quebec is one hundred and fifty miles, thence to
Liverpool two thousand five hundred and eighty-three miles ; the whole
distance between Chicago and tbis latter port is, therefore, four thourand
and eighty-one miles,

€
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It must be borue steadily in micd that the great advantages those
routes offer to the producer are, the shortest, most capacious, cheapest,
and srfest route to the ocean, and that a cargo descending the great lakes
to Montreal has accomplished all those conditions, inasmuch as it has
reached the bead of ocean navigation by the most direct and available
route in existence.

At Montreal the St. Lawrence is joined by one of its principal

tributaries from the north-west, known in the days of French domini

n

as the Grand River or Oltawa, since. by the ]

ne exclusively

Twenty-five miles above Montreal it bifurcates, tormi
on which that city is built
front of the city, and ming

the island

arm) flowing i

one stream (the s¢

ling its dark brown waters with the deep blue

. Lawrence ; the other and northern arm joins the same river

ixteen miles below that city,

It is a stream of seven hundred and eigl

an area of 87,700square miles, or 2ne-for
of Canada. Its course, for three hundred and five miles above the city
of Montreal, is nearly due west, and a straight line drawn

to the ce the Straits of Mackir

tream is forty and one-half miles in

7 squere miles, and at

stern

the rndge which divides the Catci ment I

the St. Lawrence and Ottawa riv

1n ol

reatest ‘:::\'dt' n 1s just ten feet above the surface wa 7'1‘ the

Its £
Upper Trout Lake, the source of the Matawan ; and an excavation of

f less than

eet

hundred feet in length, by an average depth

(

)
would cause the waters now flowing eastward to the Ottawa to descend

the western slope to the St. Lawrence.

the eastern end ol Lake Nippissing is reached. It is sixty miles in its
greatest length, twenty in its greatest width, and stands six hundred and
irty-two feet above the level of tide-waters. It is the second of tw

» lakes wh

ch receive the d s of an area of pine th

o6 W
g€ ¥

s Lak

square miles. The



fi'ty square miles.

n River, and with the Ottawa by a chain

ynflucoce of the Montreal river,
junction of the Matawan.

th of Lake Nippissiag is, from east t

its allluence,

w10 to Lake Huron, from which

| ) west, midway
1ores, thirty-one miles from the foot of the Portage to
{
t!

.e French River, carries the waters of its

miles

1 which it joins at a point two hundred and

f M 1ac, and five hundred from Chicag

hundred an

to mouth
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>3 per hour, would not be more than 12,500 cub

as water supply is concerned, no dout

;ute can be entertained.

The design for the

ng it to the capacity of

eleven feet of water i3

vessels to draw. Consequently it is proposc
f the Ottawa and L

ons--two hundred and fifty feet in leng

e Huron canal locks

on the s

be of corresj

by a clear width of fifty feet, admitting vessels of two hundred and |
thirty-four f awing eleve
f water, and 8

Youd )
hundred and

On

on this route, thirty mil

les cight and one-half miles of ti

l will be required, and that incl

_Tawrence canals at Montreal, which will be common, but not

<0, to both channel

In fact tl

DE( it reaches, by tl

des Prairies-—what may

Boute de 1'Isle, sixteen

the artificial channels of the St, Lawre an N
t of this north channel would less aling
nel pres of the work
which would be four dams of ve
moderate dimensions, not exceeding in each case six hundred feet ir
length by ten feet in width, and as the city of Montreal is rapidly
.xtending, the Boute de I'Isle will become her priccipal port, where the
sea-going steam or sailing ships will meet the lake craft laden with the
prodauce of the western prairies. ;
Throughout the whole of this proposed navigation the greatest
length of artificial canal will not exceed ten miles. The works necessary
in nearly every case will consist of weirs, restoring the river course to

avation requisite will not exceed

its original regime, and the only ex
6,000,000 cubic yards beyond what is necessary for the lock sites. At
the summit level the greatest length of artificial channel occurs, an 1itis

within the limits stated
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French River enters this bay, within thirty mile
opposite tl nnel between Cape Hurd and
Manitoulin. At the south-western extremity the capacious expanse of
Nattawassaga Ba) found, and at the south-castern the Sever:
carries the surplus waters of twelve hundred square miles, of which Lal

Simeoe acts as collecting reservorr

This latter lake is five hundred and sixty-four square miles in area

and thirty-five miles in greatest length, and eighteen in greatest width
[t is seven hundred and four feet above the level of the sea, four hundred
ad seventy feet above Lake Ontario, and one hundred and thirty-twe
faet above Lake Huror




As time is the mainly essent slement in the transmission freight

along these routes, the cost by the al w 1e cent per

bushel more than by the St. Lawrence, or between Chicago and Liverpoo

ixty cents, which will be $22.20 per ton of thirty-seven bushels

Should the time come when the western freight shall fill all the
channels previously enumerated, and an ouatlet of large capacity be
constructed from the southern end of Lake Champlain to the Hudson, at
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Judge you, therefore, whether we are likely to risk our

its dangers
allegiance for a theoretic advantage of no present or prospective practical
value, or whether we shall imperil our future prosperity because it suits
your Government to impose a tariff hostile to our interests in appearance.

We wish to live as friends and neighbors, but we know our ow:

advantages, and are convinced our true interests are best served by

remaining loyal British subjects.

A

The abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty will check the development
of our canals, and probably of the lumber trade, but the depression must









THE LUMBER TRADE OF CANADA,

BY JION. JAS, €KEAD, OF OTTAWA, C. W

Foremost amongst the natural productions of 1 ) North America.
the inexhaustible s 1pplies of pine drawn frc m the Cana
furnigh an article ot commerce which has been, is, and will be. for many
years to come, a great staple of trade. .
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and that will be increasing {or many years to come, both in the E
and Western States, where cheap lumber for the ordinary purpo .
domes » is an absolute necessity. .
The abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty, therefore, will fa
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greater evil on the people of the United States than on the peo

British Northh America, for the simple reason that it will increase the

price of what is one of the necessaries and comforts of life to them,
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From this statement 1t will be seen that the value of lumber exported
in seven years, from 1857 to 18G3, both inclusive, amounted to $74,-
223,837, and of agricultural produce the sum of $85,144,015, leaving a
balance in favor of agriculturai produce of $10,800,218. An inspection
of the table will show that four of the seven years show a balance in
favor of lumber and against agriculture, amounting to $6,786,845, but
the last three years the b: » wes agai lumber, to the amount of
$17,677,003.

fignres demonstrate clearly what can be done with agricul-

produce, if Canada is compelled to look to it as a staple. In the

case before us a stimulus was given to production by exceptional causes
which have happily passed away. And from the guperior excellence of
Canadian grown wheat, and io the event of abrogation of Reciprocity
being consummated, our gec yhical position and the superior excellence
of our clief agricultural produ ug, through local
tarifi arrangements, control of the glish market, an ure a large

proportion of the enormous sun ] pends for breadstuffs
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be taken at twenty per cent., and that of the best cleared stuff, Very
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not square cvenly throughout. Bringing the market nearer (le point of

production will remedy this to a great extent., .
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The manufacture of this matcrial into samed lumber emplo
two thousand mills of all sizes, man y of them costing §
and some as high as $300,000.

y8 over

30,000 to f'l",“')

The census returns for 1861 show that in that year alone 932,060,145
feet, board measure, were manufactured in Canada of a value of $8,243 73

exclusive of squared timber. The capital invested amounted to $8, -
621,149—the cost of raw material bei g $3,516,695
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We thoroughly understand the effect of our abolition of import
ies on British manufactured goods, and how it would be felt on the

United States revenue. And you can pictare to yourselves the effect a
discriminating duty, in our own favor, will have on the western farmer
and merchant.

The issues are in your own hands, We have paid pretty dearly
for the privilege of trading with you, but we knew our material progress
and development required some sacrifice, and we were content to pay
you 87,934,243 per annum to secure that. But your politicians, by
presuming that, like Esau, we would sell our birthright for a mess of
pottage, will find themselves wofully mistaken ; and after hay ing inflicted
on their own people a lasting injury, will perhaps begin to understand
what is meant by the term “allegiance

We are bere to receive your overtures ; to adjust with you our trade
relations as reasonable and sensible business men. We responded
freely to your call. We made no movement for the abrogation of this
Treaty, nor did the prospect of that consummation affect us very much
We made no effort to stay the proceedings your Government wisely or
unwisely had inaugurated ; but when, like sensible business men, you
proposed to talk this matter over in Convention we acceded to your
request, and are here to receive your propositions,

Sincerely desirous of preserving amicable trade relations with our
neighbors, we are fully av

are of the advantages we enjoy, physically
geographically, and commercially, and are not disposed to throw theru
away for theoretical or speculative benefits, of more than doubtful
character.

I have endeavored to place fairly before you the advantages the
British North American Provinces possess in assisting the development
of your own and their resources, and which, by a judiciously planned
system of commercial intercourse, can be fully realized.

In concluding this address, I would remark that, as this is the first
great Commercial Convention on record, it is to be hoped its proceedings
will mark an era in the bistory of mankind, characterized by peace, good
will, and the removal of national and sectional prejudice or jealousy, as
well as the establishment of an enlightened commercial policy, more iu
accordance with the progress of civilization than that hitherto followed.
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We frankly and freely extend to you the right hand of fellewship,
content to live with you as friends and neighbors, though still devoted
adherents of the British empire, and loyal subjects of our gracious
Queen.




