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To
My Comrades
of
The 29t (Vancouver) BVattalion C.E€. F.

who sleep

“In Flanders Fields” -
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Canada’s Answer

And when on de of Justice, Victory takes her stand,

Go | O Mother of Nations, to the battle of Right and Wrong

In the strength of vour voung Dominions, to th ound of their battle-song
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The 29th at Hasting

Lo Cot. H, 8.

Fog T\ 2ot Battalion, familiarly  known as

“Tobin's Tigers,” first November 1st,

1915 at Hastings Park, under the command of Licatenant
Colonel 11 S, Tobin.
enlisted after the Fiest Contingent had left, principally deawn from
the 6th D.C. O R, the 720d Highlanders, the T0Hh Regiment,
and the 11Hh Trish Fusilices, The battalion was fiest organized on

an cight-company basis, hut about the beginning of December was

(Vancouver)
wis mobilized on

It was comprised of volunteers who had

re-organized on a four-company basis with four platoons to cach
Major J. S Tait command, Mujor
James Selater from the 6th D Co OO RL junior magjor, and Major
J. M. Ross of the B, €. Horse was the able and energetic adjut
ant: Rev. €0 Co Owen, chaplain: Captain €. Ao MeDiarmid,
Captain C. E. King, transport officer: Captain
W. G, Morrison, paymaster: Captain DL €. MeGregor, quarter
master: Lieutenant R, (.
ant T AL H

compiany was second in

medical officer:

MeKnight, signalling officer: Licuten

Tavlor, machine gun officer.

The companies as first organized were eaptained by :

“AT Company Capt. R MacGowan
SBY Company Capt. 1. Bell-Trving
“CT Company Capt. T, K. Caskey
“D" Company Capt. 1. M. Rulston
SEY Company Capt. W, S, Latta
SET Company Capt. K. C. C. Taylor

pany Capt H. Smith
H™ Company Capt. Sir . 1% Piers, Bart

After re-organization in December the four companics wer
commanded by :

AT Compasy BT Company
Commanding Oficer— Major R Mg Commanding  Officer Major 1.}
Gowan Caskey
Second in Command —Capt. 1. Bell Second in Command — Capt. J. M

Rolston

Irving

Platoon Commanders Platoon Commanders

Lient. A\, Stewart Licut. W. D. B. Goodfellow
Licut. A, W. Sangster, Lieut. N. K. (' Brien

Lieut. F. \. Rose Lieut. W, 1B Hunter

Lieut. J. E. Walker Lieut. L. AL Wilmot

Park

MoxTizavnei

“ Covmpany DT oMPANY
Cornmanding  Oflicer Muajor W, S Commmanding  Offieer Capt. . 1
Latta Smith
Second in Comand —Capt. Ko O ( Second in Command —Capt. Siv . P
Faylor Piers, Burt
Platoon Commanders Platoon Commanders
Lient. J 0. Fordham, Licut. G L Gwynn
Lient. Hon, F, F. Grosvenor Licut. B, G. Wolfe-Merton
Licut. Do TEL O Munro, Lient. W. N. Melean
Lieut. 11 St 0. Montizambert Licut. . R. Pooley
Licutenant F. L. Gwillim and Licutenant 1L St J. Biggs were attached

to the battalion as supernumerary

Strenuous tramming, route mare hes, ote., were started at oned
with physieal training at six o'clock every morning, including
Sundays. Route marches by day and night were one of the feat
ures of training, New Westminster and return being an ordinary
day’s march.

T'he

teamn and tug-of-war team soon became famous at loeal military

Games and athleties were encournged relay running
tournaments, and succceded in earrying off the bulk of the prizes
offered Afterwards, in England, th
Canada at the Military and Naval

Bridge, London, and in competition against the erack English

relay team represented

Tournament at Stamford
regiments suceeceded in carrving off the Military Relay Cup
The battalion possessed two excellent bands: the hrass band
consisting of over thirty picees, under the able direetion of Band
master Dagger of the 6th D. €. 0. R.: the pipe
under Pipe-Major Montgomery of the 72nd Highlanders, assisted

other a hand
by Piper MeCullough, who afterwards took the pipe band to
France.  The pipe band was presented to the regiment by Mr
J. M. MacKinnon of Vancouver, and in England the chicf of
MacKinnon himself presented the hand with a pipe major's hanner
and the tartan streamers for the pipes.

Major J. Sclater was president of the Regimental Institute
which ably provided concerts and amusements for all concerned,
including several concerts, many of them being termed as *fare

wells™ to Vancouver,
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AL SIR SAM HUGHES

BATTALION REVIEWED AT HASTINGS PARK BY MAJOR GENFEI

VANCOLUVER

20TH
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The Battle of Martin’s Heights

URING the strenuous days of traini
it Hastings 1 o i shan fight took place in which the right half hat

talion was opposed to the left half.  Some of the incidents of the battle

worked upon the feeling of Seraeast Wy arr, so that he burst forth into song

with the following result

Oh, yus, 've seen some serviee, siv, for I'moareal old swat,
I've been in many a haction, siv-and some was mighty *ot.
But the “ottest of “em ally sivy that giv® me this “ere mark,

Took place outside Vancouver, not far from *Astings Park

"I'was carly in the mornin®, siry we started out to fight,
We fought all through the day, siv, and well into the night
"I'was Killin® "ard and “eavy work -0 yus, it weren't no sham,

An® all we "ad to caty siv, were sangwiges of jam.

We marched about three mile, sivy along the Douglas Road,

And erossed alittle wooden bridge *neath which a streamlet flowed,
An® then we marched some more, sivy Hll we was all fed up,

So the Major ealled a “alty sivy and tried to buck us up.

We “ad a little rest, siv, and et our bread and jaw,
Which made us feel so good, siry we didn’t eare a damn
We knew that we could beat “em, siv, could beat “em to a jelly,

For men ean always fight, sir, with vittles in their belly

Then the Major up an® sezy sivg e osez to us, sez Yo,
“Welve got to take that Sl bovs-the wooded one, d've see?
*The enemy are “olding it—they've fortified it well,

S0 come ong hoys, it's hup to hus to go and give "em el

There was near five “undved of “emy sivg all "idden by the trees,
Wot look’d so calm and peaccful like a-swaying in the breeze
My chum "¢ took me “and, siv, and gripp’d it “ard and tight,

s knew wot we was in for —the Left against the Right

The Left *arf wore a white band, the Right—that’s us ~wore blue,

And all of us was keen, sivy on the work we “ad to do.
So we picked up all the paper in which we'd brought our grub,
And advaneed upon that "ill, siv, through andergrowth and serub

Page Fourteen

while the battalion was still

We erawled about a mile, siv, upon our “ands and Knees,

And then we struck the open, siv, bevond a helt of trees.

Our clothes was cut and torn, siry, our "ands and faces peeled,

So the Major says, *Take cover in that newly ploughed-up field.”
And then the fun hegan, siv, the Left “arf opened fire,

The Major, enlm and steady, sez, *Boys, shall we retive 2

“Not m:" we shouts, *Not so, siv, we're not of sense hereft,”

And then we starts to charge that “ill-the Right against the Left.
Me chum ‘e ran about a mile, though hoth “is legs was broke,
The Major *e'd elean lost "is "ead by a henemy's sabre stroke
Our Captain “¢'d heen Killed, sivy or else "¢'d died of fright,
I went all *ot and cold, sivy and then me “air turned white.

There was one young tow-"aired sargent, siv, a reckless kind of
chap,

A shoutin® out like mad, sivy so T plugs "im in the trap.

An® that's "ow 1 got wounded, for a corporal standin® near

Whips out "is blarsted bay'net and slices off me ear,

I “avdly carn’t remember, siv, wot “appened after that,

I got so weak from loss of blood, T keeled right over flat.
The next 1 recolleet, sivy, was a "earin® of the pipes,

Which gave me then as now, sir, a had attack of gripes.

And then up comes the Kernel, *¢'d bin tid be'ind a tree,

A watchin® of the fightin®, siv, to act as referee.

An® when we shouts and arsks im, *Which *arf's the finest fight-
ors i

" sezy 20 el get back to eamp, you senseless lot of blighters,”

And that's the end of the yarn, siv, and ev'ry word is true,

For I likes to tell the truth, siv-— good soldiers always do.

But the worstest “orror I've ever bin in-—and the “ottest of all my
fights ‘

Is the one I've just been tellin® about— the Battle of Martin's
Heights.,

Gl
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ADJUTANT AND REGIMENTAL POLICE 20TH (VANCOUVER) BATTALION C E. |
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kn Route to Montreal

1" was indecd cold and dismally wet that morning of May 1ith,
1915, when the 29th entreained for the teip east to the Atlan
t caboard,  T'wo dayvs hefore we had heen given aday and
night of unrestrained Liberty in which to visit our fricnds m
the city and bid them good-bye: thereafter we had beer rictly
onfined to bavrack nd pt busy pa v up and eleaning up
for the 20th Battalion, be it known, w ver famous for leaving
my qua they ever oee d much cleaner than v found
hem
Ren tan uncarthly hour, a hureyv-up breakfast, parade,
roll call, and then much piling of baggage into transport wagons,
weeompanicd by many fervid remarks as to the contents and own
p oof unwicldy and unfathomable packages  during all this
the rain pouring down as if the very heavens grieved at ow

departur

ving moved off bag and baggag

0 tin bag thrown up, the last stray bit
of paper sefely planted in the dust bing the left half, to which the
writer was attached, mavehed off to Hastings siding, to find that
the right half had not yvet entrained.  So we stood in the drenel
ng rain, amusing ourselves by watching the efforts of a detacl
wment of THHh € M. RSs that had been detailed as a guard of
onor (or w lice?) to keep back the erowd of rela
tiy wnd i gathered, in spite of the weather, to
hid us farew gnant women it last break through
the cordon, and soon the erowd was mingling rapturously with
their departing heros

Shortly after 9w the train careving the right half bat
talion moved off amid cheers from the assembled soldiers and
peetators

It was some time before the teain for the left half arrived.
hut when it did we were soon busy getting our haggnge stowaed,
el Tost no tine in getting aboard out of the rain. A fow minute
nore and we were slowly moving out of the siding, followed hy
the cheersy tears and Taughter of those who were bidding far
well too and in many eases looking their last upon, those they

held dearest i all the world

N

MclLeon,

Phe train, gaining speed, soon left the outskirt of the city

behind, and with a last long look in the direetion of our old
miee we gob busy arranging ourselves as comfortably as pos
ble in our somewhat erowded quarters

T'he first stop of any importance was at Miss some ol

the men hailed from here, and there was a deputation at the sta
tion to bid them god-speed.  Cigarettes and eigars were handed
vrotnd promiseuously, and bouquets of apple and cherry blos
oms were showered upon us. It was near here that our first
meal on the train was served, the Canadian Pacific Railway hay
ng charge of the catering: the food was good and abundant,
wmd we found it so throughout the entire journey. ‘The rest of
the afternoon was uneventful, and after supper arrangements
were m for turning in. - Soon all were asleep or at least rest

wd quictly thinking over the
\bhout

e found we

events of the day
midnight we

had pulled

were awiakened by the strains of a band,

nto Kamloops, where we met with a

rousing reception. Our fiest train had left about half an hour
hefore, and the good people of Kamloops had sent them off loaded
with frait, cigarcttes, eigars, cte, and had then waited up to
treat us in like manner. Tt was certainly splendid and will always

be gratefully remembered by the 20t

It unnecessary to give minute details of our long journey
wross the continent,  Suffice it to say that we were detrained at
various places along the line and warched for exercise. At many

poimnts we wer

md did not

the compliment, enjoving ourselves thoroughly

cheered enthusiastienlly fail to return

throughout the

We Moose
received very cordially, there by
An escort

e, and we werd

vived at Jaw on Sunday morning and  wer

ng quite a turn-out to receive us

from v brass band were in attend

was but newly formed and evidently not mueh practised in march

v loeal vegiment and

taken on a march round the city hand

time we were amused by their

but misdirected efforts. When our

to drown the other, the oceasion beeame hilarious:

ing tunes, so for a well-intended
own band joined in, anxious

and our efforts

nty-one
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En Route to Montreal  (

to heep pree and time were somewhat fantastie.  Tn the end, how
ver, our hand had the field to itselfy and to one of our old fumiliay
tunes, “with the ring and the swing of the 29th," we marched
hack to the tram, prowd of our musicians and realizing that our

months of

practice marching had not heen in vain
At Winnipeg we caught up on the vight half, and the whole
battalion, accompanicd by both bands, went on a long march
igh the main thovonghfares of the city It was very carly
orn s and being also very cold, not my wel
1t t \f vards, whe i brains wer v osomewhat
" 1 | had mbled s but the s N o in tl hap
ptiog \ had 1l vl
At Sl Falls, O \ twith amost enthusiastic recep
| | \ 1 d tl g half 1t vhole ha
p tot put par where a reg ropen
wheon wa rved b = | ere delivered by pron
! | I to hy ( Fobir |
e y s, wl i band 0
! g with pa ( 'l
S | i vil t was good " sinel
1 | Y | part wit \ I.at n the afternoon wi
' nt ( I pulled veri to a siding, whe
remained for tl It

ntinied
Early next morning (May 21st) our train moved off again,
in the Montreal

wmd were slowly making our way

wd about 7 aan. we found ourselves

suburbs of
i soon had entered the city
down to the landing sta

“*Missanabie,™

¢, where our transport, the good ship

was watting for us

Onee arrvived at the wharf evervthing became hustle and
bustle The whole battalion rvesolved itself into one gigantic
fatigue party and in a most orvderly manner, and in execedingly
juick tin Ul baggage was transferved to the ship, each man
receiving | ticket as he marehed on board

\rrivii rd we found that two batteries of artillery
from Kingston, and a detachment of nursing sisters, had pre
ceded wd were alveady accommodated in their quarters. Wi
soon found the quarters assigned to us, anddy dumping kit hag

ind equipment, rushed on deck to find the gangways being eleared

way and preparations made for departure

At about 905 o the *Missanabie™ left the wharf ane
owly procecded down the St Lawrence, cheered by those on
shore, and hailed by sercams and toots from the whistles and
horns of sea and viver eraft: answering meanwhile with  the
deep rour of her own siven. CANADA WAS BIDDING US

FAREWELL!

Twen

uthree
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The Thger’s

Trail

MONTREAL TO DIBGATE, ENGLAND

Carrax

N I your packs on and fall in yelled the Orderly Ser

geant as the “Berlin or Bust™ train pulled inon the

whief sidings just after dawn on the morning of May

Q1st, 1915, loaded with husky voung =1 gers™ from the Tobin
MCNager

The fiest part of our journcy to Berlin has passed and wi

wre abont to cmbark on the transport and eross the Atlantic to

England, there to complete our training ready for the big adven

ture

We marehed from the train to the sheds at the wharf, where
the C. 1 RS SS. Missanabie™ was tied up ready to reecive us
The embarkation was earvied ont in an ovderly manner, every
one being handed a card showing berth alloeated, to which wi
procecded. We dumped our packs and then the varions fatigu
partics began to unload stores and haggng

Fifty nurses of €. A M. Cooand two hatteries of €0 Fo A
completed the ship's passenger list, and shortly after 9 o,

when we were all on board, the *Missanabic® swung away from

the wharf and headed down the St Lawrence, amidst cheers from
the enthusinstic erowds on the shore and the hooting of whistles
from every hoat in the harbor

Fxvervone is familiar with the small but important docmment

called the Absentee Report: it is generally to he found in th

Orderly Sergeant’s possession at 1015 pane daily, or when any

emergeney demands a sudden roll eall. It made its appearance
ten minutes after we left the wharf, recording the names of four
of *D™ Company’s fighting sons

It later transpirved that these men had steaved away a few
minutes from the wharf on the understanding that the ship would
not sail hefore 11 o'clock, and the spivit of the 20th is shown
y had g
of these men immediately took the teain for Quebee and rejoined

here by the fact that on discovering that the s

. two

the ship theve. The other two worked their passage on a eatth

boat and rejoined the regiment o few davs after its arrival in

Garrant

England. 1T am glad to he able to record that the spirit thus
displayed was duly appreciated by the Conmanding Othicer, and

they were leniently dealt with

The work of getting settled down during the fiest afternoon
procecded apace, quarters were inspected, dutios arvanged, roun
tine drafted out and orvders issued: so that by cvening every
thing was fixed up for the long trip

The accommodation was excellent, and, though evervone did
not have a first-class eabing the hovs realized that the sleeping
quarters and the messing arvangements were as good as could b
expected, and evervone was contented. Due precautions wer
taken to insure efficient handling of all ranks in case of accidents

Five and hoat drill were carvvied out at the fiest opportunity and

practised daily during the trip across

The voutine ealled for physical training for half an hour
cach dav, and oceasional short instractional leetures, the providing
guard duties by the various companies, meal parades, ete.: but
s the powers that he could not very well order voute marches or
battalion drilly we had guite a lot of time on our hands, and small
parties got togethe wd amused themselves in various way
There was not a dull moment on the trip.  Evervone was in
exceellent spivits and the weather fine, with the exception of one
day when the Police Sergeant left the “fog locker™ open, therehy
Ulowing the fog to eseape and eausing the ship to slow up. T'h
Sergeant Major, however, ealled out *Take his name,™ and later

gor's famous “*Dynamite Rag™ could be heard

ring on all decks was in evidene

most any time of the day, and ra

One wit was heard to remark to his chum that he heard a Sergeant
saving *This is the ife.™ The pipes furnished their share of th
entertainment, and, if T remember corveetly, were sometimes th
canse of some good-natured jokes and sareasm I scem to re

member onee that when Major Tait ealled for the *peeps,” son
one went to the other side of the deek and locked the Pipe Major
in his eabin However, these are little things that chase away

melancholia and help life along
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These *scouts of the deep

were t] ihjeet of 1eh dise on as regards speed, ot I'hey
remained with us HIL we arvived safely in harbom
On f cvening of May 30th we sighted the sentinel of west
rn England, Eddysto hthie and at ) opong alter
pon d by wer, which guard the entrance, we
Pl vboury and retived early to rest for tm
{
Reveille May 81st. Every one is up early and on deck to
| v ot NS ev of Old England For a great majority of
1l the first glimpse of the Mother Country, and 1 doubt
v ooth pi of the British Fanpirve, for the heauty of its
} el tectural featn i its historieal ocintion
could offer suel rand w to the neweomer
Looking towards t one es the hreakwater with its
forts painted with black te squares like a hoge cheeker
hoard I'o the right, nestled elose to the water's edge and hacked
by green | wee quaint little Cornish villages.  To the left of
the bhreakwater stadden Heights with its numerous forts and
iy s frownn vl vl‘\\w,\ to al nemy ralt entrance to
¢ harbou
Astern of u Drake’s Island, a bulldog sentinel hristling
{ \ to one's cimory tl historieal re d
f f Sir Fran Dra lay Bevond th the Hoe, with it
" P P wd promenad wd, further on, the eitadel
Il ! tops form tl vl
At Y amn corted by two powerful tug hoat vio start on
Vay o | roriy to herth alongside t locks and
1 hay
| voa rt v, hut v ovard of it on botl 1
vards, huildin pse drevdoeksy and the Devonport dockvards
HO NS, Topregnable, one of Britain®s old

the harbour are moored







The Tiger's Traill -~ Continued

“dockyardies™ or “dockyard mateys™: the battleships in the

varions “hasins™: the enormous “drydock

the “conling sheds,”
cteg not to forget the little newspaper hoys shouting

Giv' ous
some Canydien money.™

The right halt of the battalion, =A™ and *B" Companics,
entrained about noon, so I did not see them again until the follow
ing day. =C"and *D™ Companies entreained about 3 pane T muast
sy that travelling in these conches under army conditions, packed
like sardines and wedged with equipment, is not the height of
comfort,  However, we have sinee scen worse in the box cars of
France — ves, much worse!

Before leaving we had our first of many, many issues of
“hully beef.™ s a novelty, and on first acquaintance, it was not
too bad, but the longer the acquaintance the less friendly it
hecomes

Our trip through Devon and Somerset during the hours of
daylight was one which will be remembered by all. The landseape

beauties of the west country were unfolded to our sight. Th

quaint farm houses

the pretty hedges, the well-kept trees set in

v baekground of green fields spangled with spring flowers, make

this part of England a bheauty spot of the British Isles

After the long, weary journey through the darkness, we
eventually hear the familiar *Get your packs on™ and we are at
Shorncliffe at 280 aan. June 1st

We have the usual army slogan, *Wait for orders,”™ then,
fter a seemingly endless delay, we shoulder our Oliver cquip
ment and follow our guide along various roads.  The beauty of
the country does not appeal to us quite so much as yesterday
afternoon, and after two hours’ march we arrive at our futur
home for some weeks, *Dusty Dibgate.™  We were soon allotted
our tents and given a breakfast of bread, tea and ham (not too
much ham) by a neighbouring battalion

So here T leave the 1

of their move to Germany, ready to start heart and soul into

goers™ at the end of the second part

their traiming for the “hig day.”
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Soldiers of Canada

\\,r'l‘m\‘ seen in the sky the fiery eros
Plie Angel of 1 t fh

We have heard the elavion eall to arms
For Country and King to fight

\ pompous lord of an alien land,
Has threatened our great Fanpires
But he'll vue the day that he has to fac
Canadian steel and fire
Chorus.
We are bound for the field of heroie decds,
And we'll follow where duty and glory lead
We are loval Canadians one and all
And we'll fight, we'll tight till the Tast man fall
We know not if ever our names will shine

On the pages of deathless fame;
Bat we know it never will he thro' us

That our country will come to s

For side by side we will bravely fight,
There will be no turning back,

Till over the Palace of Berlin flies
The good old Union Jack

"is with aching heart that we say “farewell ™
To the land that we leave hehind,

For thousands of us on the hattleficld
A cold red grave will find

But conquer we must, and conquer we will,
No matter how fearful the cost,

For the moment the British Empirve falls
The world has its freedom lost
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With “Tobin’s Tigers" to Shorncliffe Camp  Continued

was another short halt, Westhury was our nest stop, and then
to Reading past Severnake, Hungerford and Newbury, At Read
ing we got some lunch baskets for the officers, the men having
been served out with vations of bully beef and bread before start
ing at Devonport, »

At Reading we had our fiest experience of anti-aiv raid pre
cautions, for we were ordered by the station master to pull down
the blinds of the carvinge windows, a precantion we learned was
observed on all the English railways at night. At 10015 pan. we
ran into Addison Road station, where we were grected by a larg
erowd of Sunday holiday - makers on the platform. We were
delayed here for some minutes while our big Great Western
engine was changed for a South Eastern & Chatham locomotive,
Then we slowly pulled down south across the Thames and through
the south London suburbs, until we ran on to the main line to
Folkstone and Dover vin Maidstone,

We arrvived at Shorneliffe at 115w and found no one to

show us up to our camp. So after having unloadad the haggag
from the teaing the half battalion formed up outside the station
ind waited with the best patience it could, in the chilly dawn, for

the advent of the Army Serviee wagons, which we heard were

coming back to meet us from taking up the baggage of the vight
half battalion, which had o
.30 wan, and so we set out on the last Tap of our long journey
from our howe in the Far West. By now it was hroad daylight,
and the writer, as he marched the two miles to Dibgate Camp,

rrived first, They turned up about

recalled the different landmarks he had known so well when his
regiment was at Shorneliffe thivteen years hefore,

At 4w we marched into our camp, and soon had the men
quictly dismissed and told off to their tents. Before turning in,
however, we found a good hot meal both for the officers and men,
provided by our good friends, the 23th Battalion from Winnipeg,
who had erossed over hefore us. Thus ended our long and event
ful journey.
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Tobin’s Tigers in England

Lacvr. Tuos. ALoworTh

RRIVED i« unmp at Dibgate, it took but a few days for On July Tth the battalion bade good-byve to Dibgate and
us to get settled down in our new surroundings, It was not marched off to Lydd, so sixteen 1 way, to undergo a cou
4 | "M

ong before a eertain number of ers and men from each n musketry traiming I'his was a most teving mare A\ h
« pany were going off on leave to v relat noall parts of the wind prevailed, accompanied by uch du | by ti
the sk Some officers were detailed to attend cours tramping feet, w | wised 1 \ to the ¢ n that
the different branches of modern warfare, such as bombing, bayonet from time to time had to mareh in the rea d| | ten |
fighting and trench warfar he balance of the battalion carricd 20th, however, bucked it through and ey I wrrvived incamp
on with company training much the same as when in Canada, long it Lydd several hours before the 81st, which was to accompany us
route marches along the beautiful roads and Llines of Kent being
i almost exclusive feature It was the custom on these marches iF training
to carry rations of bread and cheese, with jam sandwiche s a Lydd " ! I town on the coast of Kent, close to Dun
dessert. On warm unny days we were kept busy warding off the geness.  Here are situated a training ground for heavy artillery
wasps which, attracted by tl mell of the jam, came to us in ind ranges for musketry practiee I'l was to be our home for
SWAT hats were Kkept waving incessantly and in some ease t ome woeks
ended moa free fight, in which the soldier came off
d ! t
\bout the heginning of July bhattalion training |
w taken up I'l cor ted of <kir hing, « i |
trenching., cte.. varied at ti vith a rout | |
n which the whole battalion took part Many o 1<
puaint Fing \ ge resounded to the tread of *
24) . ) d by the piy i brass bhand
wen d along. I the hands were not play tl | |
| | ' \ wd \ ht ol
1 | tl e v )
I ™
(8} fent 1 | f
t ' Dt pany w wling a vy
1 | \ 1 a ' t road I
Lovoun wly tting on a high fene she wa
h | blue skirt, a white waist and, to top a
2 red *T'a O'Shanter.™ h dintely s Wiy
tarted to sing *T'hree Cheers for the Red, White and
Blu nd tl VIS e up and ecarried on en

thusinstically by every platoon as it came into view
h
gallantly to her post and,as it were, *took the salute.™

visibly embarrassed, stuek 2 — gt -
WAITING FOR THE KING, BEECHBOROUGH PARK, KENT

I'he voung lady, tho
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F'obin’s Tigers in England-—(

\ | | to briga | d Boulog I'ha 6 lay f t 2th | W
1 | ha fight in w | | d departed fir Otterp ( 1 r what s to I L
of t i vere al fron 1 oy nt nding uy f ) el r-to-h ruotter
\ tat h \ b onigeht, and at a o o 1
1 t mtry | { f | p
i \ \ : i f | ficld
- D f |
| rvthin 1 1 uy

! t | | \ | .
1 ! | 0
tof August were aroused from o f bully beef, 1 I ‘
! plosic wnd on gettin t found bay AL 3 (L | 1d
vith scarchlights focused on a Zeppelin whicl pounds ol pad wnd start unid farew fro it
the vieinity of Casar's Camp. The raider behind, on our twels ' 1 1s
round | \ \ anp and 1 | f in t el I by \ t | |
d re it pped ol bo whiol I w \ W | | | “Coul
! 1 | | \ unt Hyt Sand | '
A ws b prevadent that w A\t 850 o | | i
| On Sunday M) ‘ . d f1 pier, t
| rned by ram t dsid I \ 1 . |
ted I then waited )

M hooting on Hythe ra he d t | to | ! 11
b L by ! 1 ord y 1 d
d i ( Gene Iurner I'l G6th Brigade had ord Sir M
with new |t English Weht Plain for t night and ha W\
tice trenches were filled in, bavonet harp plodded ahead for what seemed to he hom t ot last we wheeled
evervone was busy packing: the only nto a good-looking field, and there we made our hed T'he Ot
rdav, the 11th, when divisional sports were needed no rocking or singing to op
QOt portsmen suceceded carerving off four Reveille was early and we marched to the *Plains,” close to
Moore Barracks, where arvangoments wers wle, for breakfast
16th our transport section and machine gun ind the day’s rationing, with the 17th Reserve Battalion
vre, vin Southampton, to rejoin us later at The day was spent in resting, and at dusk we one
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A Guest (!) of Germany’

Carr. H. $1

N the evening of the 18th April, 1916, we relieved Licut.
Grosvenor in erater No. 6, arviving there about 11:50 pan,

The erater on the left, No. 7, was oceupicd by Licut.
Myers. The night was fairly quict, with the execption of a few
shock grenades, which landed short.  The enemy snipers and
bombers became very active during the morning, and several casu
alties occurred while trying to dig a communieation trench hetween
No. 6 and No. 7T eraters. About 8:30 p. m. the encmy hombard
ment commenced. The shelling was most intense, and, owing to
the lack of shelter of any Kind, there were a great number of
casualtics,  The bombardment continued, with only two short
intermissions, until about 6 p. m.  In these intermissions the
encmy asked us to surrender, but we refused. T might mention
that my erater and the Germans' were only thirty-five yards apart.
By 6 p. m. all the supply of bombs and the two machine guns had
been destroyed by shells, and the rifles were useless owing to the
mud, thus making any further resistance impossible.  All com
munication with No. 7 crater was obliterated by the heavy shelling.
Of the 47 men 1 took in with me I could now only muster 17, nearly
all of whom were wounded. At this time the alarm was given as
numerous Germans appeared over their parapet. T could do
nothing further, and as it was impossible to retire, I ordered the
men to surrender to save further sacrifice of life,

On arrvival in the German erater the men attended to each
other’s wounds and took what shelter they could from our own
artillery, which by now had opened fiercely on the German posi
tions.  We were joined here by about 30 men from No. 7 erater,
who had also suffered heavy casualties during the bombardment.
As soon as it was dark the men were taken out. It was rather
slow work, as the artillery made it very difficult for parties to move
and there were several stretcher eases. T had asked for permis
sion to remain until all the men had gone, but unfortunately
daylight came before all the men were out, leaving MeAngus,
Higgins, myself and one other man whose name I cannot now
remember,

“This and the following article 1 have b able to obtain, through the fortunate
intention to deal, in this publication, with the doings of the battalion after it had landed
the reader and justify my including them—Tux Eprron

.. Bices

We remained in the erater for twenty-four hours, during
which time we saw a number of Germans blown up by our own
shells: at least T did, but the others were so badly wounded they
could not move.  All we had to eat all this time were the biseuits
of the iron rations, and a little cold coffee which the Germans
gave us. By the afternoon we were thirsty.  Our captors refused
us any more water or coffee, even though our own water hottles
were outside the door. 1T went out to get them onee, hut was
chased in by a Hun with fixed bayonet.  Eventually 1 managed
to get a little water, which T hope relieved the suffering of the
others with me.  During the day they took my Sam Browne helt
for identification purposes, so they said, and promised me it would
be given back. T did not know Huns then as I do now, otherwise
I would have known they were lying, as they always do. I en
quired for that belt every place T went, and was always told, “It
will be given to you at the next stop.™ 1 never saw the helt
agnin,

At nightfall on the 20th they insisted on taking me out
before the others. When the Hun is armed and you are not, it's
another ense of “might is right™: naturally 1 went.  After wan
dering in obliterated trenches and shell holes, in charge of two
sentries, each holding one of my arms as if 1 were a desperate
criminal, T eventually arrived at headquarters, to be interviewed
by a Hun colonel.  These headquarters were a palatial affair,
more like a suite of rooms in an up-to-date apartment house than
dugouts in the front line. Here they questioned me, but without
suecess, so offered me a glass of bec

o then some brandy liquor
and a cigar. They offered me other drinks, but as I had not eaten
much during the day, T refused to have any mere as, of course,
their object was to make me talk,

One question they asked me was what T thought of the
sinking of the Lusitania.  Many other questions were asked,
including morale of our troops, numbers and positions, ete., to
all of which I said T knew nothing. By the rules of war they ean
o, rank or number and regiment.  Of course

ask only your nay

return of the officers who write them, just before
In France. 1 think, however, that the value of thes

ing o press. It was not my
articles will commend them to
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A Guest (1) of Germany Contrmcd

that mahes not the slightest difference to a Hun, as he does not
observe any rules of war at all,

I was then taken to a dressing station and innoculated for
tetanus, much to my surprise, and had my leg dressed properly
for the fivst time, From theve T went to o elearing station on an
old T ambulanee and was put on the front seat with o Hun
on cach side of me holding an avim, and one behind we holding on
to my coat

It seemed rather stupid, as T eould not have walked
ten

ds just then, mueh less have run away.  On arvival at th
clearing station 1 was given a cup of coffee and put inoa motor
ambulance and taken to Roulers, where Tavvived at 2 a0 m. Her
they ripped the bandages off and left e to put them on again
At fivst they refused to give me o bed, but with a little palin il
in the shape of five franes, | sceured one, 1k pt from 250 4w
I T2 noon on the 21st 1 believe T awohe for o cup of coffe
and a picee of bread, though Tdo ot vemember cating it 1 found
an empty cup and plate by the bed, soomnst have, 1 left there al
t 12 noon, and after a very pleasant vide ina motor am
ived at a place ealled "Thiclt, in Belgiom, where 1 was
put in a big building used as a German officers' hospital. This
town was the headguarters of the German Fourth Avy. 1 staved
h ten days, during which T was intersiowed wost of the tin
The questioning was different to any 1 had bl "They wonld gt
one interested inordinary conversation, then switel to sonthing
of interest to themselves, so that unthinkingly one wight tell thew
things.

Many of theiv conversations with we coneernod Van
couver and the possibilitics of Burvard Tnlet, thas deasing me on
to the shipping in and outy points of vantage, vbe. One Lad to
be very careful what one said.

While here T saw boys who were taken with u
to be permitted to speak to them, They gave e this permission
on condition that T tell them to “h L™ Until 1 oareenvod at
Thiclt T had nothing but a few cups of coffee and a fow picees of
black war bread, but heve T was fod well and given good treat
went, 1 ostaved heve for ton days, and was then taken to Glent
by an officer and handed over to the guared at e station at 3 Pt
rey ing with them until 1030 that night, when T loft for
Cologne in company with fourtecen B N VO R v who wer
taken off a teawler in o fog

I ashed

P

During this journey we had a

ciard of twohve en and one “unter-oftizier,” travelling fourth
I~II~~ wthe train, We arvived at Cologne about #:30 a, m. Here
we were all loeked ina prison eell under the station and left there,
with no seats aiv thing s we had o sit or lic on the hard cement
floor.  As sone of these fellows were wounded, we found it very
mncomfortable, T was rather amosed by the conversation of
companions, who were ornish ishermen  fine -tul'tl\ fellows "|||'_\
were, U et the Tluns got no elimge out of them, A curious
Piing was the way every fow mimutes they would be asked, ll'\' the
|,.,,:..,,, nh..-\.‘__'l, the door, if there was anvone off the *King

Stephien™ among them

I osaid good bye to my companions and started, about 10
a i with twe sentrivs, for some unknown prison camp.  This
yourney wmight have hoen quite ,-[| want were it not for the present
civenmstanees. 1 had 1o buy my own food on the journey, and
vs 1l just ahout ten francs, Tdid ot have mueh to eat. Things
were ternibly expensive. A Cassel 1 paid eversthing 1 had, seven
francs, for an cgge noglass of beer and a0 packet of cigarettes.
This was 9 o'elock on the night of May 2. 1 had nothing more
et unti B arvived ab my destination, which T now discovered
to b Bischosfwerda, Savony, at 2 pooo the nest day,  The

oty to tl e was done o thivd and fourth elass earvinges:
A this was most uncomfortable, “Phey were always
erowdod wnd scdly with ordinary passengers. The two sentries
wore not bad as Hluvs go, but when in the presence of -llprrinl\
they became the usual Than bully
On wrvival b this place T was taken in charge by the British
officerse who e v fond and elothes for the Huns never supply
wvhody with anyvthing Here 1ot several Vancouver and
Victoria officers of the First Division tahen at the second battle
of Ypres, mong then Capt. Vo A Mebean, Major I, Byng
Fladly Capto Vo MeDowelly and Capt. R, 1% Steeves, 1)
B British officors lere, most of whom were Canadians : there w
dso abiont 40 French, 850 Belginns, and 230 Russians.  Our

I ERITET

for one wo

W

wsisted chictly of reading, cards, tennis in summer
e Foothd! i winters This was one of the good camps. With
referenee to tennis, we lad great trouble in getting a conrt, and
ey o Fob the work oursclves we had to pay the Ger
wans for the contract of their

German hs on the subj
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A Guest (D of Germany - (

continual counter steathing and always opening our windows, we
won out.  Had we given in on this or anvthing else, we would
never have got anything at all. One time we hadd o letter strike,

which lasted for six weeks, inoan endeavor to

ot neatral am

hassador to visit the camp the commandant vefused to allow us

to lave one. Beeause of this strike we eventually gob ones inei
dentally a new commandant, 1T eould continue for hours on things
that happened at Strolien, bt space will not allow it

On the 10th August, 1915, T was sent to Schwarmstodt,
Hanover, for attempting to escape. This campe like Strol,

was in the middle of moors and sw vnps and all the huts wo
of tar paper. This place was not quite so bad — the commandant
was more human - but even so they had to show their frightful
« the conmandant found
outy bat instead of eatehing them red handed, he procecded to

ness,  Phree otlicers intended to ese T

plan in cold blood for their shooting, which in due course wis
carvicd out.  As they came out of their hole into the diteh, still

nside the wire, a Hun, who was waiting for them, fired at about
five vards, hitting one wan in the baek of the head, Killing him
wounded another in the hands while the thivd staved where he was

In September the whole camp was sent to Hultzminden,
Branswick,  "This camp could have heen quite o niee one had we

had a decent commandant. The buildings were stone and could
have been made faiely comfortabiles hut such was not to he, as
Haupman Neimever, the commandant, thought ot herwise \.
space will not permit wme to go into detaily T will just tell hrietly

some of his tricks, Mter several escapes had oceurvad, Neimeyer
blamed the eivilian prisoners, who were « anped two miles from
sy and hrought o party of them to onr camp, and e, together
with another Hung by name von Gellise procecded to hally Hhe
by slapping havd fiest one side of their faces then the other. If
iy of them had woved or tricd to proteet thomselves, there was
v Hune with bavonet fised, ready to take action During this

wilding, but ealled to him

hit of hratality we were locked i our
not to he such a bully, For veply, he ordered the Tlun with t

rifle to five, which he dids the bullet going through the window

el imto the ceiling Another time, one Sunday afternoon, when

twa officers escaped, several shots were fired at us in the camp, ot

of pure spite, becanse they could not get those ese iping. On

ty-mx

Aot wersion the dining vrooms were locked so we could not
ot into them to get our food, beeanse two officers had attempted
B i | W weren't going to stand that, so hroke in the panels
of the doors. Then he locked us in the building and threatened
fo <hoot anvone who as much as showed his face at any window,
shich made it eather dangerous to walk along the passages.  An
officor who was attompting to escape was shot in the hand and
chest wl t wothe camp by this Neanever himself, who then
sl ot was aosentry o gust Bike o Hlun to put the blame on: son
one sl There were dozens and dozens of opisodes like the
bove an that camp. Nemnever was a German Nineriean

I Lot this coompon April 2 OIS, for Nachion, en route to
Holland, on the agreement signed at The Haguoe, July, 1915, in
wh b oticers and VOO who Bad heen prisoners of war for
vighteen months o a neateal countey | stayed at
Aol for twe re b osaw Sergeant Prestong who was
tuhen w tirst one b saw simee Thielt, 1 forgot
to mention that Huoltznden, Lovatt of A\ company

Pened upowith acommission in the Ritle Brigade, and Corporal
Baldwin of B eompany had a commission in the Flving Corps
O Ap WL 1 arvived at Vendoo Holland, where we wers

thy o en e of ladiess who e as coffee and nice fresh
' W I for me to deseriin my
feelings when found 1T could walk
tho | hed 1 Bl expeetad
ko Bend X or feel a hand on oy
" | | toshoved andey Vonose as strong argument
Iy uned inl Fhague frome Npil S0tk Gl the 150 of Novem
beve whon T ow tto Holl, Eogland: thenee to R pon. where
1 aerived on Novewnber 18th, when T was griven two months loavs
to do | Lol was tealy free at fast' While in Holland we
; I good trentment from the Duteh; we were more or less
iy | only bous s giests sergeants Preston and
sl FCorporads Tlendevson, Givling, Stewart and Me bl
vt I Loand | voopite a lot of the
| f going 1] given a few of the mstanees m an
il | ( wns bt wishi to point out that, while we
put up owitl volrdshipss we had a good i compared with
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In Flanders Fields
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WHERE FTOBIN'S TIGERS” SLEEP ON VIMY RIDGE
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S. LATTA, D.S.0O




Greetings

Likvrexasr-CoroNen

FIND on landing in Vanconver after twentyv-four-day
vovage on T ML S0 Eapress of Asiag from Liverpool to
Viancouver, vin Panama, that 1 t

just in time to obtain
. through the medivm of this volume, of extending

1 my old comrades in arms of the 20th (Vancouver)

s book, which deals exelusively w

Buttalion who may read tl

the period of teaining and preparvation when the “old original
were building so surely and well the foundation on which vests th
ihsequent gl history of our grand old hattalion in France
It is impossible to look at the photographs in this book witi
it feclings of the greatest sadne So many, many of old
s and “the best of them™ have made the supreme sac
rifice for the honor of their battalion and their caus
It has been my good fortune to be sparved to rveturn after
three years of campaigning in France with the officers and men
of the 20th. T know how those hovs lived, | how they died
lumbia can afford to

ind T ean tell the people of British Colu
be forever proud of the men they sent over to represen
the great fight for vight and liberty

I had thought that a condensed resume of the movements of
(1918),

lion duri the three years up to August la

through wounds, to relinquish command, might
but T find space will not permit even of this

Any account of the deeds and doings of the battalion, even in

prove imterestin

v condensed form, would fill a large sized volume, and it is to he

W. 8. Larta, D.S.0

hoped that such a volume may some day be compiled I can
promise that if properly put together the result will be a book that
will equal, if not surpass, any hook of fiction ever printed and that,
too, without the neeessity of embeilishiment or exaggeration

The same can be said of the history of almost any hattalion
in the Canadian corps, beeause the variety of experienee, adven

ture, dangers and brave deeds has never hefore presented itself to

such a degree in the whole world's history

The 29th (Vancouver) Battalion has heen in the thick of every
battle in which the Canadian corps has been engaged sinee Sept )
Ler, 1915 St Eloi, Sanctuary Wood, Somme, Vimy Ridge, Fres
nov, Hill 70, Passchendacle and Amio In addition it ha urried
out raids on German trenches, repelled German attacl wind

raids, and held front line trenches at Kemmel, Hooge, St. Eloi.
Souchez, The Labyrinthe Neuville St. Vaast, Arvlens, Mericourt,
Avion, Lens, Neuville Vitesse, B

scetions, each hattle, raid and sector supplying its own quota in a

sleuxs St Mare and many other

greater or lesser degree of experiences, adventures and deeds of

dering do

Sinee T left them at Amiens they have been up to their neck
n all the fighting, earrving on in the same old way with the same
old battalion spirit and are now, God bless them! on the Rhine,
the objective we had ali been longing to reach for so many weary
month I hope there are a few at least of the “old originals™
there just to represent the gallant old gnard who built up such a
solid foundation at Hastings Park and Shorneliffe
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