
CAPTAINS PORTLOCK.

AND

DIXON

KING GEORGE’S SOUND

ROUND the WORLD

PHILADELPHIA

PRINTED AND SOLD BY 

JOSEPH ftlld JAMES CRVKSHAN*, 
Wo. 87, HIGH-STREET.

• 2



'

'

S
EvC!

Ca 
the Am 
period a 
in May 
tered in 
the title 
pany, ft 
vveftern 

Havi 
Sea am 
chafed 
twenty, 
burthen 
cr veffel 
to' Mr. 
then, c 
George 
failed t 
fore de
venture 
ledge < 
were al 
Evans'-
the ma 
were et



.

■
*

r*vV’’WÊÈÊI 1

, j ' ' 3 .W

- i

VOYAGE
1 - /

jrf

ro -,

KING GEORGE’S SOUND.
‘•4*^ 3^»>"

, ■ i:

SEveral voyages were undertaken from 
Canton and Bombay to Nootka Sound, 

the American mart fpr peltry, at an early * 
period after the (Jifcovery of that coaft ; and 
in May 1785, fomfc Englilh merchants en­
tered into a commercial partnerfliip, under - 
the title of the King George’s Sound Com­
pany, for carrying on a fur trade from the 
vveftern coaft of America to China.

Having obtained licences from the South 
Sea and Eaft India Companies, they pur- 
chafed tyvo (hips, *one of three hundred and , j 
twenty, and the other of two hundred tons 
burthen, and gave the command of the larg­
er veflel, which was named the King (George,' 
to Mr. Nathaniel Port lock ; and of the o- 
ther, called the Queen Charlotte, to Mr. 
George Dixon. Both thofe gentlemen had 
failed with Captain Cook, andwv.x 
fore deetbed moft propel to condv^t in "* 4-- f] 
venture, which required no Common know­
ledge and experience, fhc irMV.V, 
were all men of competent abilities, and1 Mr. 
Evans and Mr. Woodcock* two pupils, from 
the mathematical fchonl in ChrilV^dri dptcu:^ 
were engaged as draughtsmen:
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|4 Voyage of >
Gravcfcnd, on the 29th of Auguft; and foon 
after reached Margate Roads.

Contrary winds dentained them for feme 
days 1 but at laft they reached Guernfey on 
the 20th of September, where they took 
their fprrits and wine on board.

On the 25th they unmoored, and after 
encountering a heavy gale, they proceeded, 
withour any memorable occurrence, and ar- 
rived fife at St. Jago on the 14th of October, 
where they fupplied themfelves with water 
and various rcfrelhmcota. 
y Having completed this bufinefs, they pro- 
pofed failing the firft opportunity ; and ac­
cordingly, on the 29th, they weighed and 
pirfucd their voyage.

St. Jago is generally mountainous, but 
appears to be a very fine ifland. The valleys 
are fertile, and there it much land,, which 
feeing fit for producing fugar cane. They raife 
cotton. Some of the natives appear to be 
induftrious, but are exceedingly opprefled by 
tl.r Portuguese Soldiers, who exaét an exor­
bitant toll from the unhappy countrymen 
w ho bring their commodities lo/markct. On 
■the whole, the refrefliments which St Jago 
-Supplies, make it a very eligible Sation for 
t* ^ vt (Tels to touch at, which are em­
ployed in the Southern Whale Fifhery.

From the time they left St. Jago, to the 
15th of November, nothing particular, oc­
curred, when David Gitimour, a boy about 
ten years old, fell overboard, and not being 

to (wHUidrogtsfitra, whea every frflbrts*



Portlock and Dixon. $
lave him would haie been ufclcfr, had not 

rovidcncc enabled him to keep above water 
1 the boat picked him up, after he had 
ten about tea minuets in the water When 

rot on board, he was almoft dead with fright 
}nd fatigue. On the Âth of January, they 

ime to anchor at Falkland I Hands, where 
. found a tolerable good harbour, and o- 

lcr conveniences for watering, with, a fcmdjr 
attorn in twelve fathoms water. At this 

[lace all hands had leave given them to go on 
lore, with a double allowance of brandy, 
id fomc frefli pork killed for the occafion. 
>me of them made excursions into various 
irts of the country, and difeovered the 
tins of a town, with fdme garden 
round, where they found lèverai 
rgetables, fuch a». horfe>raddi/h,tihalots, a 
[w fmall potatoes, and fome celery, which . 
is in a degenerate (late j tHey likcigife faw 
hog, but he was fa wild they could not 
tch him.
Having completely furnifhed themfelvea 

|ith every neceflary that could be procure^ 
.Falkland Iflands, on the 23d of January, 

ith a fipe foutherly breeze, weighed anchor 
[d cams to fail. On the 47th they doubled 
seaft point of Staten’s Land. From this 
Mfrip the 7th of May, they experienced 

ite deal of bad weather. In rounding 
Jpe Horn, and being now in the latitude 
20 deg.; 1 min. foutb, and 134 <*cg. U 

fn. longitude, they expected to havefallqi 
with the Iflands of Los Msgos, from the

M:..,



G ' Voyage of
fituatron thàÿ ârc lai'd down in ; but unfor­
tunately they could find no fuch iflands in 
that track. Their people 'being1 many of 
them in a fickly condition, obliged them to 
make away as fad as poflible to Owhyhee, 
the principal of the Sandwich Iflands, where 
they arrived on the 24th ; when a number 
of the natives came off in their canoes, and 
brought with thcrri fome fmall hogs and a 
few plantains, which were bought for beads 
and fmall pieces of iron! The Indians traded 
with cheerfulnefs, and did not (hew any dif- 
pofition to aft difhoncflly. After difpofing 
of every thing they had to fell, and viewing 
the (hip all round, they returned to the (hore 
perft&ly well fatisfted.

As Karakakooa Bay was ; the only har­
bour they knew of at Owhyhee, they deter­
mined to make it as foon as poflible, which 
they expeAed to !havé done the next day, 
but were difappointed by contrary winds. 
In the night they obferved a great number 
of fires all along the (hove, and were in­
clined to think,- were lighted in order to 
alarm the1 country. They obferved a fhynefs 
in the datives as they approached Karaka­
kooa, frequently inquiring after Captain 
King, and feemed by 'their behaviour, to* 
think they were come to revenge the death 
of Captain Cook.

Oil 26th, an inferior chief came on board, 
whd informed them that Tereeoboo was 
ktog of Owhyhee, When Captain Cook was 
killed at that iflaud ; and thatvthe prefent



Portlocle ^nd Dixon. iy
king’s name. was Majba Maihi;i he impor­
tuned Captain Por flock very ftrongly to go 
on (horc On his declining that propofal, 
he told him that the king would pay him a 
vifit the next day. Many canoes came along­
side, and the people were very imporunate 
to come on board : they bdhaved in a Very 
daring infolent manner, and it was with dif­
ficulty they were prevailed on to quit t,hc fhip. 
They wifhed to fuffer thefe inconveniences, 
rather than ufe violence, il it could pvlhbly 
he helped ; yet thefe appearances made them 
fearful of doing their bufmefs at Karakakooa 
with cafe. ; < „‘, ’7. ^

As foon as they had anchored, they were 
immediately/urrounded wjth amazing /num­
bers of the natives, who grew very trontie- 
fome, conflantly crawling up the cable and 
the fhip’s fide. During this po chief 
who had any command of the people, made 
his appearance. In the courfr of thq after­
noon they purchafed x number of fine hogs, 
and a good quantity of fait, with plantains, 
potatoes, and taro, which laU .wa* L^.e belt 
they l^d ever fcen. „ Breadfruit wa$ fearçf, 
and what they get was*of in a pefetf Italy, 
whic^ 'inade them' conclude,wBs;,nqt, i» 
proper/cafpp, idT .j

At night fires were lighted all round tbc 
hay,;and .the people on Ihorç *fopre,iq epp- 
itant motion. Several çanoç» continued near 

Svpr,aed trbquft midnight, one v9^'the 
native^ brought olf^a light edtoroh, feerpwgiy 
with intension ,pf fiVting: fire‘<tq;>llic

1
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8 oy age of
veflel : on their driving him away, he pad- 
died to the Queen Charlotte ; but they being 
equally prepared, he made his way to fhore 
again. Next day they were vifited by great 
multitudes of the natives ; but (till no chiefs 
made their appearance : and the people grew 
fo ipfolcnt and daring that they were under 
the necefiity of placing fentinels with cut- 
laflfes to prevent their boarding them. This 
uncxpc&ed reception convinced them, that 
nothing could bè done on fhore but with a 
very ftrong guard, and taking a ftep of that 
nature might be productive of fatal confe- 
quences, which determined them to leave 
Karakaooa as foon as poEble.

At nine o'clock Captain Portlock gave 
orders to unmoor ; but the crowd of people 
was fo great, that their boats could fcarce 
pafs to their buoys. In this fuuation, it be­
came abfolutcly ncceffary to/ drive them a- 
way ; and Captain Portlocjt was defirous of 
ufing fome method that would frighten 
without hurting theçn ; accordingly, aftef 
drawing out the (hot, they fired fix four 
pounders and fix fwivels ; at the fame time 
their colours were hoifted, and the (hip ta­
booed, by hoifting a white flag at the tnain- 
top-galant mafthead. This had the defined 
effeét : for, immediately on their beginning 
to fire, the Indians made for fhore with the 
utmoft precipitation. •

They now unmoored without moleftation, 
and foon after began to warp out df the bay, 
until they were et the diftance of three
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Portlock and Dixon. 9
leagues from Karakakooa, where they were 
immediately furrounded by a great number 
of canoes, with plenty of hogs, and veget­
ables of various kinds ; which were purchaf- 
ed, and the hogs failed for fea dock. This 
fituation they found much more convenient 
for carrying on their bufinefs than the har­
bour* for here they had a fine free air, where­
as in the bay it was extremely clofe and ful- 
try. ^ , ’

Having jet no certainty of being able to 
water at thefc iflands, they now proceeded 
toTWhahoa, where they came to anchor in .. 
a good bay, which Captain Portlock named 
King George’s Bay. Soon after their arri­
val, feveral canoes came along-fide with co­
coa-nuts and plantains, in return for which 
they had fmall pieces of iron, and a few trin­
kets.

On the 2d of June, Captains Portlock and 
Dixon both went on fhore, where they met 
with no oppofition fWmi the natives ; but on 
the contrary, they were received with marks 
of kindnefs, and every queftion anfwercd 
with leadings and pleafure On enquiry 
for water, they were conduced to a kind of 
bafon formed by the rocks, about fifty yards 
from the place wheie they landed ; but the 
quantity fo fmall, that it Would not even af­
ford a temporary fupply. On this they en-^ 
quired for more, but found none tb be had » 
but ataconfiderable diftance to the weft-ward.
After making the Indians fome triflifig pre

• *♦-«-*'* vb ";v <1* •
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10 Voyage of
fents, they returned to their boats, and row­
ed to the northward, clofe to a reef which 
appeared to run quit acrofs the bay, about 
a quarter of a mile diftance from the beach. 
Having proceeded nearly a mile in this direc­
tion, a fmall opening in the reef prefented 
itfelf, for which they (leered ; and foon came 
to an anchor over a bottom of fine fand. 
They landed amidft a great number of the 
inhabitants, who all behaved with great or­
der, and never attempted to approach nearer 
than they defired. They informed them 
there was no water near their landing place, 
but plenty further down along the (hore ; 
and one of the natives undertook to be their 
guide. However, their progrefs was foon 
impeded by a little falt-water river that has 
a communication with King George’s Bay. 
Under thefe circumftances, they found they 
could not water here without an infinite deal 
of trouble, befides the danger of lofing their 
calks, and getting the boat dafhed to pieces 
againft the rocks ; they therefore determin­
ed to give up the idea, and fent two boats, 
the firft opportunity, to examine the weflern 
part of the bay for a good landing place and 
convenient watering.

They returned on board, and found a pret­
ty bride trade carrying -on for hogs, fugar- 
cane, and vegetables ; the captain having left 
orders for every thing that was brought to 
be purchafed. Early the 3d of June, Mr. 
Hayward and Mr. White, in a boat from each 
(hip, were difpatched to examine the weft



Portlock and Dixon. 11
part of the bay for a landing place and frefli 
water ; they were likewife ordered to land, 
and make an excurfion to that part of the 
ifland, as there appeared, from the fhip, to be 
a fine deep bay in that fituation. The na­
tives now began to bring them water very 
brifkly, and feme of their calabafhes contain­
ed near ten gallons ; for one of thefe they 
gave a tenpenny nail, which was much cheap­
er than they could poffibly procure the water 
themfelves, allowing for the damage the 
boat would fuftain and the prefents they 
would have been under the necefiity of mak­
ing on fhore to the chiefs.

The weather being now fine, all the ailing 
people were fent on fhore, undet the care of 
the furgeon of the King George ; and as 
the natives had behaved, to this time in a 
quiet inoffenfive manner, there was no dan­
ger of their being molefted. No chiefs of 
confequence had, as yet, paid them a vifit ; 
inferior ones, indeed, came on board with­
out fcruple Among the reft they had a 
daily vifit from an old prieft, who always 
brought, by way of pvefent, a fmall pig, 
and a branch of the cocoa-nut tree. From 
him they learned, that their prefent king’s 
name was Taheeterre ; and that he was king, 
of Morotoe and Mowee. The old man in­
formed them that his refidence was in a bay 
round the weft point, and importuned them 
very much to bring the fhips there, as that 
place, he faid, afforded plenty of fine hogs 
and vegetables. But as the people now



12 Voyage of
brought them plenty of water, they deter­
mined to keep their prefent fituation, it 
being, in many refpe&s, a very eligble one.

In the afternoon the boats returned, and 
Mr. Hayward reported, that he landed in 
the weft part of the bay, where he met with 
a pond of ftanding water ; but it was very 
inconveniently fituated, and could not be got 
at without difficulty. He afterwards walk­
ed up to a riling ground, from which he 
could perceive the land round King George’s 
Bay to fall in, and form a deep bay. This, 
however, did not induce them to change 
their prefent fituation.

The inhabitants now brought them water 
in fuch pljrnfVtthat, by noon this day, they 
had filled airtneir empty calks, having pro­
duced twenty-nine butts, tight hogffieads, 
and three brandy pipes, which contained one 
hundred and thirty gallons each. As good 
water, in any quantity, may be procured at 
this ifland with the greateft facility, forfmall 
nails and buttons, it undoubtedly is the belt 
and fafeft way of procuring it. Potatoes 
and taro they met with in plenty -; but bread­
fruit and yamÿ fcarcely any, which made 
them conclude they were not cultivated by 
the natives of Whahoa. Having completed 
their water, and procured fuch refrelhmcnts 
as the place afforded, they determined to 
to make for Oneehow, without lofs of time, 
in order to get a fupply.of yams, which that 
jfland produces in abundance. \ On the 5th 
^hey weighed, when their friend, the prieft,

N
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Portlock and*Dixon. 13
came on board to take his leave, and 
brought a very good feathered cap, as a pre- 
fent for Captain Portlock from Taheeterre ; 
in return he fcnt him two large towees and 
other articles of trifling value ; they likewife 
gave the prieft a light horfeman’s cap, and 
another to a young chief, who had been a 
confiant viflter fince their arrival, being de- 
firous to fhAv any future navigator, that 
might touch there, that the place had re­
cently been vifited by Britifh (hips. They 
were highly delighted with their prefents, 
and after many profcfiions of friendfhip, they 
took their leave and went on fhore.

Early in. the morning of the 7th of June 
they were off Atooi ; the eaft fide of the* 
land rifts gradually from the fea fide till it 
terminates in hills, clothed to the fummit 
with lofty trees, whofe verdure has a beau­
tiful appearance. The land next the fhore 
affords a few bufhes, but feems quite uncul­
tivated, and detiitute of inhabitants. After 
parting the fouth-caft point, they found the. 
land cultivated in general, and houfes were 
fcattered here and there all along fhore to 
the weftward. By noon they had ftvcral 
canoes about the fhip, from whom they pro­
cured a few vegetables; but the furf tan fo 
high on the beach, that the natives could 
not bring off any confiderable quantities.

As they knew Atooi afforded plenty of 
fine hogs and other refrefhments, they flood 
in for Wymoa Bay, where Captain Cook 
anchored the laft voyage, but being difap-
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pointed, they proceeded to Oneehow. No 
fooner were they moored than fevcral canoes 
vifited them, bringing yams, fweet-potatocs, 
and a few fmall pigs. Among the people 
who came in thefe canoes were fevcral faces 
Whom Captain Portlock remembered again, 
particularly an old prieft in whofe houfe a 
party of them took up their abode, when 
detained all night on fhore by a heavy furf, 
and who treated them in a friendly manner.

Early on the 9th they were furrounded 
by canoes, who brought a plentiful fupply 
of yams and fugar-cane, A chief, named 
Abbenooe, whom Captain Portlock- knew 
when at this ifland before, paid them a vifit, 
and immediately recognifed his old acquaint­
ance. Having appointed fix perfons to trade 
with the natives, the captain went on fhore 
in fearch of the wells difeovered in Cook’s 
lafl voyage, accompanied by Abbenooe as a 
guide- Upon their landing, a number of 
the natives, who were affembled on the beach, 
retired to a confiderable diftance, and they 
walked to the wells without the leaf! moles­
tation. . ' / • A

After examining the wells, they made an 
excurfion into the country, accompanied by 
Abbenooe and a few of the natives. The 
ifland appeared well cultivated, its principal 
produétion yams : there are, befides, fweet- 
potatoes, fugar cane, and the fweet root 
called by the natives tee. A few trees are 
fcattered here and there, but in little order or 
variety \ fome bore a kind of nut rcfembling
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'ortlock and Dixon. 15

a walnut ; another kind had blofiom# of a 
beautiful pink colour. They alfo obferved 
a third variety, with nuts growing on them 
like our hone chefnut. Thefe nuts, they 
underftood, were ufed by the natives as fub- 
ftitutes for candlcsrand they give a moft ex­
cellent light. After having viewed every­
thing remarkable on this fide the ifland, they 
repaired on board, accompanied by Abbe» 
nooe, and found a briik trade carrying on 
with the native#.

By the 12th they had purchafed near 
thirty hogs, weighing, on an average, about 
fixty pounds each ; the principal part of 
which were brought from Atooi : thele they 
falted for fea (tore, as they got daily fupplies 
fufficient for prcfent confumption. By this 
time they had procured likewife ten tons ef 
yams on hoard the King George, and about 
eight tons on boyd the Queen Charlotte. 
The health of both (hips crews perftftiy re- 
ftored, and every neceffary bufintfs complet­
ed, they now began to make preparation, 
for fea, aa the feafon for commencing their 
operations on the Amcricn coaft, was already 
begun. Accordingly, on the 13th of June, 
they unmoored, and got under fail ; hand­
ing out of the bay, which attained the name 
of Yam 6ay, from the great quantity of 
yams they perceived there. As their vifit 
to thefe iflands was a very tranfirnt one, they 
had little opportunity of obtaining any in­
formation refpe&ing the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives. X -
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Voyage of
Amongft the refrelhments thefe iflands a- 

bound with, the fweet root, or tee, which 
they met with in great abundance at Wha- 
hoa, deferves particular attention, as it fer- 
ved them to make very good beer ; which, 
after two or three trials, they brought to 
perfe&ion. . The great utility of this root 
was not known in the la ft voyage, fo that 
the method they made ufe of to brew it, may 
not be amifs in this place. The root was 
peeled very clean, cut into fmall pieces, and 
put into a clean kettle, and fix of the large 
roots were found a fufficient quantity for 
twelve gallons of water. ! his was put on 
the fire at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
and after boiling an hour and a h$df, was 
put a way to cool. By the time the water 
was lukewarm, a gill of prepared yeaft was 
added, and afterwards it was .put into a caflc. 
It generally began to work about midnight, 
and by nine o'clock the next morning it was 
excellent drink. They found it neceflary t< 
make ufe of yeaft only once ; thp grounds fer-, 
mented the liquor afterwards. This bee*, 
was conftantly drank by fuqh of the failors 
as were afflidted with the feurvy, and they 
found great benefit from it ; fo that in ad­
dition to its being very ufeful as, common 
drink, they found it a moft excellent antif- 
corbutic. • ..

They flood to the north north-weft along 
the weft fide of Oneehow, which jform 
fcveral fine bays, that féein ip.èffqr^jgçp.^l 
Thelter and anchorage: foon after their
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Portlock and Dixon. i y
worthy friend Abbenooc took his leave, and 
all the canoes left them ; on which occafion 
they hoifted their colours and fired ten guns, 
by way of taking leave of this friendly little 
ffland ; and from this time to 16th of July, 
was fpent in their paffage to the Coaft of A- 
merica, which was feen extending from north- 
eaft to weft by north, diftant from the ncar- 
eft land about twelve leagues. On the 19th, 
they were greatly forprifed to hear the re­
port of a gun, which they anfwercd ; but it 
not being anfwercd again they fired a fécond, 
when another was immediately fired from the 
ïhore. Soon after they perceived a boat row­
ing out towards the (hips, on which they 
tacked and flood for (hore, in order to meet 
her. By feven o’clock they got on board, 
and were found to be Ruffians. Having no 
one on board who underftood their language, 
the information they got was but little > they 
found they came from Kodiac, and proceed­
ed to Cook’s River in boats. The harbour 
which they intended to make, the Ruffians 
informed them, was a very good one, and 
they offered to take a perfon in their boat 
to examine it. There offer was accepted, 
and Mr. M'Leed was fent along with them 
to found the entrance. The Ruffians left 
them about half paft eight o'clock, and im­
mediately afterwards they came to anchor in 
thirty-five fathoms water, over a bottom of 
coarfc fand aad (hells. Early in the morn­
ing of the loth, Mr. M*Lcod returned and

C v-',;
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informed them', that there was a fafe partage 
into the harbour on either fide of the brail 
ifland at the entrance. After examining 
the fpot, he landed on a beach, where the 
Ruffians had taken up their abode. It feems 
they only continue here durjng the fummer 
feafon, as they had nothiug.more than tents 
covered over with canvafs or (kins- He oh- 
ferved but few blotter fkins amongtt them, 
and tbefe appeared mollly green, as if they 
had been recently taken from the anima]. 
The party confiftcd of twetHy-five men : 
they had alfo a number of Indians along 
with them, who feem to be on the mott 
friendly terms, wfith the Ruffians; which in- 
dined them to think they were not natives 
of that place, efpecially, as Mr. M L^ocT * 

, could not perceive an Indian habitation near 
the Ruffian fettlcment. The Ruffian chief 
brought them a prefent of a quantity of fine 
falmon, fifficient to terve both (hips for one 
day; for which they gave them fume yams, 
with direction how , to drefs them feme 
beef, pork, and,a few bottles of brandy. 
Thefe people quite contrary to Ruffian, cuf- 
tom, were particularly efreful not to get in­
toxicated ; but tU^y bad reafjm to think, it 
proceeded f^om a fear of being fui;prifçd by’ tlve 
Indians, for they obferved them to bc^on- 
itantly on,their guard, with, their arms al­
ways ready ; and that no man flept without 
a rifle-barrt led piece under hi* arm, and his 
cutlâfs, and ft long fcnife bydwnfidtt 7>

i K, —■Hr-
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'Captain Portlock, early in the morning 

of the 2 lit, went on fhore in fearch of a con-1 

venient place for wooding and watering the, 
lhips; both of which he fotmd to his fatis- 
ffl^tion, very convenient Noneof the natives 
lmd yet made their appearance; but as the 
Ruffians were conftantly on their guard, for 
fear* of being furprifed by the Americans, 
they judged it prudetit to be the fame ; and 
accordingly Tent a cheft with arms along 
with the parties on fhore. Whilft they were 
hauling the feine, the Ruffian chief paid 
them a vifit, and informed them that jjjear 
Iris refidence plenty of fifh might be caught ; 
they accordingly took the feine thither, 
and in feveral hauls caught about thirty fill-' 
mop, and a few flat fifh. This indifferent' 
fuecefs, as their friend the Ruffian informed'1 

them, was owing to its being then ldw wate*. 
However, he obferved that if they would 
leave the feine all night, and a man ' along 
with it, they would have plenty of fifh the 
next morning. They embraced the offer 
with pleafure, and left one of the failors, 
who had fome trifling knowledge of the 
Ruffian language. The Ruffian fettlement 
was fituated on a pleafant piece of flat ground, 
about there miles in length, and about two 
hundred yards over, bound by a good Tandy 
beach on one fide, and a ftnall lake of frefti 
water, which empties into the fea, on the o-; 
ther : in this lake they catch plenty of fine' 
falmon : the beach terminates at cath end 
in high points of land which' fbrm a fnüj

4
/ ffi
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bay where fmall craft might lie with great 
fafety.

At feven o’clock on the 2 2d, the whale­
boat was fent on fhorc to the Ruffian fet tie­
nnent:, to learn what fuccefe they had had 
with the feine ; the boat returned about nine 
o’clock, deeply laden with fine falmon. Af­
ter this, they weighed and ftood farther up 
Cook’s River, but with faint hopes of fuc- 
cefs, .being apprehenfive the Ruffians had 
driven the Indians away from the place. 
Soon after they anchored, and two fmall 
canoes came off from the fhore, and went a- 

. long-fide the Queen Charlotte : they had 
nothing to barter, except a few dried falmon, 
wMch Captain Dixon purchafed for beads, 
and alfo made them a few prefents, in order 
to convince them that their intentions were 
friendly, and that they wifhed to trade with 
them in a peaceable manner They feemed 
to comprehend Captain Dixon’s meaning, 
and promifed to bring furs the following ^ 
day. About feven o’clock the next 
day, they had the fatisfadlion of feeing two 
large, amd feveral fmall canoes pufliing off , 
from the ffiore. When at fome diltance, 
they joined in a fong, which was continued 
for a confiderable length of time, and after­
wards came albng-fide, extending their.arms, 
as a token of their pacific intentions, and 
many of them held up green plants, proba­
bly for the fame motive : mod of them bad 
their faces daubed with red ochre and black 
lead, which had a very difgufting appear­
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an ce ; their notes and ears were in general 
ornamented with fmall blue beads or teeth, 
and they had a flit cut in the under lip, in a 
line parallel with the mouth, which was gf 
domed in a fimilar manner.

They procured from this party near twen­
ty fea otter fit ins, and a few cloaks cf the 
earlefs marmot fkins, neatly fewcd together ; 
they traded in a fair and open manner, and 
were very importunate with them to go on 
fhore They entreated one of them, who 
appeared to be a chief, to go on hoard, 
which he declined, unlefs they would let a 
failor go in the canoe as a hoftage ; but 
whilll they were talking to him, another of 
his companions ventured on board, and pve- 
fently afterwards the chief and feveral others, 
followed his example ; they then fent one of. 
their people into the canoe. After (laying 
fome time on hoard, and gratifying their 
curioiity with looking at the veflel, they left 
liem and went on fhorc, feeraingly well 
itisfièd with their reception.

On the 30th they were vifited by feveral 
canoes, from whom they purchased fome 
good fea otter fkins, together with feveral 
marmot cloaks, racoons, and foxes ; they - 
alfo brought plenty of frtfh falmon, which 
was bartered for beads and buttons. Their 
trafic for fome days continued in the fame 
late, and the behaviour of the natives was 
/ery quiet and peaceable ; however, accord­
ing to Indian cuflom, they made no fcruple 
>f thieving, and fome of them, that were 011

^ •
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br>ard the King George, gave a fpecimen of 
tlnir talents in that line, by ftealing the 
hook's from a-block ftrap, and a grindltonc 
handle, which being made of iron, was no 
doubt a prize They did not, however think 
it prudent to ufe violence with'them upon 
tlicfe trifling depredations, but contented 
themfelves by giving-a better look out for 
the future.

Auguft the 5th, in the morning, orre 
Virgc canoe and fcveral fmall ones came along, 
ide, bringing four good fea-otter fkins, a few 

martins, racoons, and foxes, and plenty of 
tine falmon. The large canoe had been ab- 

"Tent two days to tf-ade for furs in various parts 
of the river, and the people now gave them 
to underftand, that-theadjoining country was 

-entirely drained-of furs, -and that they could 
not procure any more

In confequence of this information, they 
therefore determined to quit CooVs River 
t he firft opportunity, and proceed to Prirtct 
■William’s Sound, where they expe&ed a 
good fupply of thefe valuable furs. '

The fliips now left Cook’s River, and 
‘from the lothof Auguit to the 23d of Sep­
tember, were kept in heating about the coait 
without being able to get into any harbour. 
When they were oil King George’s Sound 
tins day, they perceived a canoe coming of 
from (bore ; they Ihortened fail and brought 
to, for her to come up. She had two In­
dians in her, but neither of them could be 
prevailed- upon to go on board They had]
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fume fifh which were bought, and a few tri5-
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ynf was no 
vever think 
them «pun 
contented 

>ok out for

ing prefents were made them ; after which 
they left the fhip

From this to the 28th, they w-ere kept 
heating off and on, trying to get into King 
George’s Sound, without effedt, when they 
were obliged finally to bear away for Sand­
wich Iflands.

On the 16th of November they -arrived off

ning, one 
•ame along- 
fkins, a few
1 plenty of 
id been ab- 
arious parts I 
gavethem 

■ountry was 
they could

Owhyhee, where feveral canoes came off to 
them with, a few fmall fiili. When night ar­
rived, they perceived fires lighted in different 
parte o£ the country. The next morning, 
being not more than four miles from fiiofe, 
a number of canoes were prepared to follow 
them. The adjacent country is very pleal- 
ant, and there appeared feveral villages fili­
ated amidff fine groves of cocoa-nut tfees. 
As they run along the fhore, the natives ,of 
both fexes were affembled on the beach m

ition, they 1 
>ok’s River ■ 
i to Prince 1
expe&ed a 1
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ut the coail 1 
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great numbers, waving pieces of white cloth 
as a token of peace and friendfhip.. They 
prefently came off with the differentproduc- 
tions of the ifland, fuch as hogs, breed-fruit, 
taro, cocoa-nuts, plantains, fowls* and geefe 
of a wild fpecies, with plenty of fait. Their 
trade went fo brifkly forward, that in a very

I fliorLtime they purchafed hogs fufficientto
I fill fpven tierces, befides great numbers of a
I fmaller fort for prefent ufb, and near two tons
I of vegetables. The : Indians all the time
I traded very fairly ; but fome of the fpetiators,
I of wholn they had great numbers of,berth 
I fexes, fhewed their ufual propenfity to thiev-
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ing. When the trade was over, the natives 
intreated them to flay near the land, and in 
the morning they would bring plenty of fine 
hogs ; and they did not forget their promife.

On the 19th of November, the captain 
confulted refpe&ing their future proceedings, 
having now pretty well drained Owhyhee, 
by purchasing all the trade they had brought. 
The fbips were very light, from having tuch 
a quantity of water expended, and their rigg­
ing flood much in need of repairing and over­
hauling ; fo that they concluded it heft to 
quit their prefent fituation, and proceed for 
King George’s Bay, in Whahoa, where they 
could lie well fheltered from the prevailing 
wind?, and do every thing neccffary both for 
the hulls and rigging of the (hips. In their 
pafiage from Owhyhee to Whahoa, a little 
Before dark, on the 19th of November, they 
faw a cancfcto the fouth-weft, making af­
ter them, with a fmall mat up for a fail, and] 
paddling very herd. On this they brought 
to, and picked her up. There were four| 
men irtthe canoe, befidee a quantity of pro- 
vifions. it feems they belonged to the lfland I 
of Mowce, and on the (hips ftandmg in for 
the eaft point of it, had pot off with their 
little cargo, hoping to make a good market 
.of it ; hot upon the (hips hearing away from 
the ifland, having a ftrong wind againft 
them, they could not reach the fhore, and, 
therefore, they bore away after them, and 
ict their little fail. Their canoe when they 
came along-fide, was almoft full of water, and
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themfclves fo much fpcnt with fatigue, that 
they were obliged to help them up the (hip’s 
fide. All their things were got into the 
(hip, the canoe hauled in upon deck, and 
every method in their power made ufe of to 
recovered them, which had the widled-for 
good effeét ; and never were men more 
grateful then thefe poor Indians, for the 
little favours they were fo happy in (hewing 
them.

On the 23d being of Mowee, and it be­
ing nearly calm, the Indians that they pick­
ed up at fea, took this opportunity of going 
on fhore. They endeavoured to prevail oii 
them to (lay till next morning, that thev 
might have an opportunity of (landing clofe 
in diore, when they might have gone with 
greater fafety ; but they chofe to go this 
time, and made light of the didance, though 
not lefs than five leagues. Thefe poor fel­
low did not go away empty handed, for be­
tides the prefents they had from the captain, 
aim oft ever)- perfon on board gave them fome 
little token of friendfhip, fo that their mif- 
fortune turned out to great advantage.

On the 30th, they anchored in King 
George’s Bay. A few canoes came alorig'- 
tide immediately afterwards, but brought'lit­
tle with them : they were given ‘to under- 
(land, that water was wanted ; but they in­
formed them that both water and every 
thing elfe was tabooed by the king’s order. 
Finding things in this fituation, they gave to

F) “ . j. . -1. .h :
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a man, who appeared to be of the mod con- 
fequence amongft them, a prefent for the 
king, and another for the old pried, requefl­
ing him, at the fame time, to inform the 
king, that they were in want of water, and 
Inch refrefhmerts as the ifland afforded, and, 
therefore, fliould be glad if he would imme­
diately take off the taboo. Early the next 
morning, they had fome canoes alongside, 
who brought them water and a few vegeta­
bles, notwithflanding the taboo. Prefently 
their old friend the prieft paid them a vifit, 
and came according to eultom, in a large 
double canoe, decorated with branches of 
the cocoa-nut tree. After paddling round 
the fhip with great folemnity, and running 
down every fmall canoe that came in his 
way, he came a’ong fide ; but before he en­
tered the /hip he enquired for Captain Port- 
Jock, on whofe appeareance he handed up 
À, fmall pig, as a token of peace and friend- 
fflip. This has been obferved to be the ufu- 
al praftife at allthefe iflands. The old man 
informed them that the king, who had juft 
arrived in the bay with a large fleet of canoes, 
would be on board to pay them a vifit, and 
ttpop his returning again on fliore, the taboo 
xvtuld be taken off, and the natives at liber­
ty to bring them every thing the ifland af­
forded.. They made him a prefent, and like- 
v ife^avc him onçforthe king, which they 
defcred he would-carry on fhote and deliver 
nÿlh his owjfi l and. The prieft left them, 
and returned fcon after in his own canoe.
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accompanied by many others, both large and 
fmall ; in a very large canoe, paddled by fix- 
teen (lout men, was the king himfelf, attend­
ed by many of the principal chiefs When 
his canoe came near the (hip, all the rtll 
made room for his majetty, who, after pad­
dling three times round the fhip with great 
ttate, entered on board without the lead ap­
pearance of fear, and would not fuffer any 
of his attendants to follow him, till he ha<l 
got permiifion for their admittance, which 
was given to eight or ten principal chiefs. 
The king brought them a few hogs, and 
fome vegetables, by way of a prefent, for 
which he received a fatisfadlory comperrfa- 
tion. Many of the chiefs likewife brought 
trifling preterits, for which they received 
fuitable returns.

The king, whofe name is Taheeterrc, re­
mained on board the greatefl part of the day, 
and gave the natives dire&ions to bring them 
plenty of water, and everything elfe the 
ifland afforded : towards evening he return­
ed on fhore, perfedtly fatisfied with his 
reception, aud the prefents that were made 
him They foon began to feel the good 
effedls of Taheeterre’s vifit, the natives now 
no longer under the influence of the taboo, 
brought them plenty of water, and they pro­
cured a good fupply of hogs and vegetables, 
fo that a party was employed in faking pork 
for fea-flore.

On the 3d of December, Taheeterrc paid 
them another vifit in much the famc^fnan-
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ner as before ; great numbers of canoes were 
about the {hips, and multitudes of both fexes 
playing in the water, notwithdanding their 
didance from the fhore, which was not lefs 
than two-miles.

On the 4th, they received another vifit 
from his majefiy, and, in addition to his 
ufual preffcne, he brought a large quantity 
of fine mullet, which he told them were 
caught in a fmall lake at the head of the bay. 
He frequently eat with them, but could 
nçver be perfuaded to tafte either wine or 
Ipirits ; nor did he even ufe the yava, but 
always drank water. He feemed greatly 
delighted with the attention paid him ; in­
deed, his vifits were very acceptable, for he 
r,r>i only encouraged the natives to bring 
them freely water and other neceffaries, but 
at the fame time kept them in good order. 
This afternoon their water was completed, 
having in the fpace of three days, filled forty 
butts, bdides a number of puncheons and 
brandy pipes; fo eagerly did the natives pur- 
fue this profitable trade.

Numbers of {harks were caught, and af­
ter taking out their livers, they were given 
to the natives, who confidered them as very 
acceptable prefents ; as they eat the flefli, 
tin ikins ferve -for«covers to their drum heads, 
and the teeth they fix in wooden infti uments, 
which they ufe as knives.

The old prieit continued his vifits, fome- 
<tnv 8 *’oing on fliore, under pretence of pay­
ings morning vifit to his majefty ; but it
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was foon found his principal motive was to 
replenifti his (lock of yava, of which, as 
has already been obferved, he confumed a 
great quantity. He now began to appear 
very rettlefs and uneafy ; on the captain’s en­
quiring into the caufe, he hinted that Ta- 
heeterre and his principal warriors were me­
ditating fome mifehief againlt the (hips ; and 
taking them upon deck, pointed to a large 
houfe on the top of a hill. This houfe,'he 
affured them, was building for an Eatooa, 
or God’s houfe, wherein they were going to 
make great offerings to their different ea- 
tooas, and to confult them on the event of 
an attack on the ffiips, which they were de­
termined on, provided they met with en­
couragement from their oracles. He appear­
ed quite difpleafed with the king’s conduct 
on this oecafion, and defired they would 
be conftantly on their guard againft him. 
Though this piece of information feemed 
rather improbable, yet they thought it pru­
dent to be on their guard, to prevent a fur- 
prife ; and at the fame time ordered a con- 
ilant watch to be kept on the cables, to pre­
vent their being cut by the natives. They 
had obferved the natives building this houfe 
a day or two before the prielt pointed it out 
to them, and had feen people going up to­
wards it, loaded probably, with offerings to 
their different deities.

As they had contlantly treated the king 
and his attendants with great kindnefs, they 
could fcarcely give any credit to the old
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pried, although the hopes of pofTeffing all the 
iron they* had on board might, probably, 
tempt them to the attack. At any rate they 
determined to admit Taheeterre on board as 
ufual, whenever he came, and to regulate 
their conduéf by his behaviour.

Towards noon the next day, the kingcame 
off in a large double canoe, attended by a 
number of his principal chiefs, all of whom 
were admitted on board, and treated with 
the ufual freedom ; but they were well pro­
vided for an attack, had one been attempted. 
Taheeterre could not help obferving 
their fituation, and fpoke of it to his attend­
ants ; notwithftanding which, he obfervtd 
his ufual manner. After being on board 
fome time, he was very defirous to fee the 
effe&s of their firearms, which Captain 
Portlock fiiewed him, diicharging a piftol 
with ball at a hog that flood at fome dift- 
ance, and killed it on the fpot. The king 
and his attendants were ftartled at the re­
port of the piftol , but when they faw the 
hog lie dead, and the blood running from 
the wound, they were both furprifed and 
terrified ; and they had not the leaf! doubt 
but this fatal effeft of their firearms, made 
a deep impreffion on their feelings, and pre­
vented them from making the attack. The 
king (laid on board near two hours, and 
after receiving a fmall prefent, took his leave 
informing them at the fame time, that he in­
tended leaving the bay, and returning to 
his refidence at Whyteetee, in the evening.

it
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Soon afterwards the old pried came on 

board, not in a large double canoe, as ufual, 
but in a fmall old crazy one, that would 
fcarcely carry him, and appeared as if he 
had come off by Health. The moment the 
old man got upon deck, tie began to tell 
them that the king xvas a great rafeal, per- 
iided in his former dory, and begged them 
to watch him narrowly. After haranguing 
for a fliort time, he left them and went on 
board the Queen Charlotte, where he (pent 
the remainder of the day. By this time 
their wooding bufmefs was completed, hav­
ing purchafed a quantity fufficient for at 
lead tix months conlumption.

From this time not a fingle native came 
Hear the diips for two days, and their canoes 
were hauled out of light ; but they per­
ceived great numbers about the houfe at 
the top of the hill. By day-light of the 
17th, th* old pried came on board, and 
feen ei quite enraged at the king’s recent 
conduct. He informed them, that the king 
and all his principal chiefs had been mak­
ing offerings ta their gods, and confulting 
them ; but the gods were good for nothing, 
and that the king and his adherents were 
no better than villains, for intending to do 
them any mifehief, after the many prefents 
they had received from both diips. They 
thanked him for his intelligence, and told 
him they (hould be condantly on their guard.

For lome time Captain Purtlock had been 
importuned by 3' perfon who was employed
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as a yava chewcr, and a very fine young 
man, of the firft confequence in the ifland, 
and a confiant companion of the king’s, to 
take them along with him to Atooi. But 
he never thought they were in earneft, till 
on the 17th, when the young chief, whofe 
name was Paapaaa, came on board, and 
joined his entreaties with thofe of the yava 
chewer, in fo prtfiing a manner, that he 
promifed to take them on board, and they 
returned on rtiore to prepare themfelves for 
the partage. The yava chewer, being now

it were a gentleman paflenger, no longer 
confidered himfelf as a fervant, but took to 
drinking yava heartily, and laid in a plenti­
ful ftock of that root. Towards the evening 
this day, the natives was obferved uncover­
ing and pulling to pieces their new-built 
houfe on the hill, and, about eight o’clock, 
feveral large houfes 'were on fire along the 
fhore near the bay ; but as no Indians were 
on board, they did not know whether by 
accident or defign,

Next morning the oldprieftcame on board, 
and upon enquiring the caufe, he told them 
they were houfes belonging to gods, whom 
the chiefs were difpleafed with, therefore, 
out of revenge, they had burned gods and 
houfes together. The king paid them a- 
nother vifit, but he appeared fomewhat (hv. 
On the captain’staking notice of the red houfe 
on the top of the hill, he appeared a good 
deal confufed, and waving the converfation, 
began to talk about his two countrymen

I
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who were going with them to Atooi. He 
feemed very much interefted in Paapaaa’s 
welfare, and particularly requefted them to 
take care of him and treat him well ; and 
if they flopped at Atooi, he begged that 
they would leave him under the care of 
Taaao, who it feemes is brother to Tahee- 
terre. and a relation of Paapaaa’s. The 
captain likewife gave the king a prêtent, on 
which he took his leave of them for the laft 
time; and after taking a very afft&ionate 
one of his countrymen, he quitted the fhip 
and went on fhore ; the other canoes re­
maining aloag-fide to difpofe of their car­
goes. '

They now began to get every thing ready 
for fea. The old prieft was yet on board ; 
but towards noon, on the 20th of Decem­
ber, he took his leave, and Captain Portlock 
made him a prefent, with which he was high­
ly pleafed. He thtn went on board the 
Queen Charlotte, to take leave of Captain 
Dixon, and foon after left the fliips, and 
with the other canoes paddled for fhore.

They did not come to anchor again till 
the 25th, which was in Wymoa Bay. Soon 
after which feveral canoes came off and they 
enquired for the king and theik old friend 
Abbvnooe, who, they were informed, were 
with the principal chivfs at|Apoonoo, a town 
in the north-eall part of the ifland, where 
the king ufually rt-fides ; but weke told, 

•that the king and his retinue would fhortly
E
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be down at Wymoa. The natives, in the 
mean time, fupplied them with every thing 
they could wifh for. The next day, Captain 
Portlock, attended by his two pafTengers, 
went on fhore, with an intention of walk­
ing round the wcilt-rn point of the ifland, 
in hopes of finding a well-fhelrered bay for 
the fhips to ride in. Ou reaching the fhore, 
he was received in a very friendly manner 
by a vail number of the inhabitants, -and 
afterwards was joined by fome people of con- 
fequeuce, who were of great fervice in keep­
ing the natives at a diftance, though they 
did not crowd round them with any mif- 
chievous intention ; but on the contrary, 
to render them any little fervice in their 
power. After walking two or three miles 
along the fhore, they fat down to take a lit­
tle refrefhment. During their repaft, a chief 
named Tyaana, who they undevftood was 
brother to the king, joined them and prefT- 
ed the captain very much to go back with 
him to Wymoa, and cat with him there. 
As he was very anxious to find cut a good 
bey for the (hips, he declined this friendly 
offer, but promifed to call on him on brs 
return ; on which he took his leave with 
.many profeffions of friendfhip, and they con­
tinued their walk along the fhere.

Being dilappointed in his fearch for a 
haibour, they began to think ofieturning 
.back to the fhip ; but after walking four or 
five miles, they found it would be imprac­
ticable to reach Wymoa before night carctt
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on, and being not far from a comfortable 
houfe belonging to Abbenooe, determined 
them to take up their abode in it all nignt. 
They arrived at the houfe about fun-fet, 
and one of .-X bbtnooe’s men, who had joined 
them in the courfe of the afternoon, gave 
direéfions for a hog and a dog to be imme­
diately killed and dreffed for their flippers, 
together with a large quantity of taro. The 
houfe was well lighted up with torches made 
of green ruffes, and at eight o’clock, flip­
per being ready, it was ferved up in great 
order Their friend's man aéled as mailer 
of the ceremonies, and ferved the provifion 
to each perfon ; and after the feaft was 
over, he ordered the remainder to be put by 
for their ille in the morning before they de­
parted. Previous to then quitting the houfe, 
there were near one hundred women about 
it, moilly with children in their arms. They 
were anxious to know the captain’s name 
which they pronounced Popote ; and fuch 
of the infants as could fpeak, were taught 
to call on Popote. On this he dillributed 
fome trifling prefents amonglt them, to 
plcafe them. Soon after the captain return­
ed to the Ihip, where he found a brille trade 
had been carrying on in his abfencc. - ...

On the 25th, Tyaana came off in a large 
double canoe, and brought him a prefent of 
fome hogs and vegetables, which was accept» 
ed, and a fuitable return made He inform­
ed them that the king and a number of the 
principal chiefs Would be. down in a day or
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two ; and in the mean time, they (hould 
have whatever the place produced. After 
many profeflions of frienddiip, Tyaana took 
his leave and went on fliore.

On the 28th, they obferved a great num­
ber of canoes come round the eaftern point 
of the bay ; and foon after their good friend 
Abbenooe came on boord, but fo much re­
duced, and' fo covered with a white feurf, 
from the immoderate ufe of the yava, that 
they fcarcely knew him. He brought two 
canoes loaded with different kinds of pro- 
vifions, as a prefent for the two (hips. Af­
ter (laying a (hort time with Captain Port- 
lock, he went on board the Queen C harlotte 
with the prefent he intended fur Captain 
Dixon, and returning again in the evening, 
took up his lodgings with Captain Portlock. 
The next • day Abbenooe went on (here, 
and prefently afterwards returned in com­
pany with Taaao and mod of the principal 
chiefs belonging to the ifland. His majefty 
brought a very handfome prefent, confiding 
of hogs, taro, cocoa-nuts, and plantains, to­
gether with cloths, mats, and feveral ele­
gant feathered cloaks ; all which he infdted 
en their receiving : they were accordingly 
got into the (hip, and an ample return was 
made him. According to the ideas they 
had entertained, they found Abbenooe was 

-a man highly efteemed by the king, who 
confulted him on every occafion. Taaao 
appeared to be about forty-five years of age, 
ftout and well made, and feemed the beft



Portlock and Dixon. 37
difpofed man that they hud met with among 
the iflands. He offered Captain Portlock 
his friendfhip in the mod earned manner ; 
and aiTured him he fhould be fupplied with 
every thing this and the adjacent iflands af­
forded. He requeued Abbenooe to flay 
on board, in order to prevent any of the 
natives difputing with them. Accordingly 
they hung up a cot for him in the cabin, 
which pleaied him fo much, that he never 
flept out of it.

On the 31ft, the king paid them another 
vifit, accompanied by an elderly chief, whofe 
name was Net-heowhooa, who, they under- 
flood, was uncle to the king, and a perfon 
of the fir A confequencc. This old chief, 
it feems, in his time, had been one of the 
greateft warriors that Atooi, or any of the 
iflands could boaft of, and had been great­
ly inflrnmental in fettling them under their 
prefent kings, Taheeterrc and Taaao. His 
body was almofl covered with fears, and he 
was quite a cripple ; and to add to his dif- 
trefled filiation, he had entirely loft an eye, 
and the other was in a very weak ftate, oc- 
cafioned by fome wounds he had lately re­
ceived in battle, and which was beyond 
their art to heal. Taaao appeared very un­
happy upon account of his uncle’s fituation } 
and perhaps thinking they could perform 
wonders, begged of them to cure him. 
Captain Portlock recommended him to the 
care of the fnrgeon, who wafhed his wounds, 
applied dreflings to them, and gave him
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fume frtlh ones, which he was to make ufe 
of once a day. Nceheowhooa feemed per­
fectly to underftand the furgeon’s in(truc­
tions, and promifed to follow them in the 
mod punctual manner.

The next morning, though fine, very few 
canoes made their appearance. Upon afk- 
ing Abbenooe the reafon, he informed them 
that it was occafioned by a tabooara being 
laid on by the king, which it feems is a 
kind of tax impofed upon the fubjeCts by 
the king, and conflits of a certain portion 
of their various produce. At Abbenooe’s 
requell, Captain Purtlock accompanied him 
on Ihore to fee the ceremony, which he 
could not but admire ; great order and re­
gularity were observed ; men, women, and 
even children paid their contributions with 
cheerfulnefs and good-will. Some brought 
hogs, others taro, bread-fruit, and indeed 
every thing the ifland produced ; all of 
which were placed in two feparate heaps. 
Taaao and moil of the principal chiefs at­
tended, to fee the tabooara was punctually 
complied with ; and when it was finifhed, 
the whole was divided into two parcels, 
which the king informed Captain Portlock, 
was for the two Ihips, and defired him to 
fend boats on fhore to take them off. He 
was greatly plcafed with the king’s method 
of proceeding, and determined he Ihould 
not be a lofer by his liberality, though he 
happened to have nothirg about him which 
h$ thought a fuitable return for fo noble a
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pvcfent, the magnitude of which allonifhed 
him.

Next day, the weather being tolerably 
fine, they lent the long-boat on {bore for 
more pvovifions, and Captain Portlock, ac­
companied by his friend, followed in tire 
whale-boat. 1 hey landed abreaft of the vil­
lage of Wymoa, and whilft the people were 
getting the hogs, &c. in the long-boat, 
walked two or three miles up a valley, which 
leads from Wymoa towards the mountains,: 
this valley abounds with taro, which is plant­
ed, in trenches that contain about fix inches 
depth of water 1 he taro grounds are di­
vided, at convienent diltances, by rv.îed 
foot-paths, which* as well as trenches, are 
made of Hone m a very regular manner, 
and mtift have coft'the natives an infinite 
deal of time and trouble.

In the afternoon of the 4th of January, 
they caught a female (hark, fo large that it 
was obliged to be hoifted out of the water 
by the tackle; it meafured thirteen feet and 
a half in length, e ght and a half in cir­
cumference, and the liver fix feet ; its mouth 
was fo large that it admitted the head of a 
puncheon with eafe. On its being opened, 
their were, found forty-eight young ones in 
her, each about eight inches long ; two 
iotire turtles, weighing each fixty pounds, 
befide fevtrals finall pigs, and a large quanti­
ty of bones. The liver was kept for oil, 
and the fifh given‘to the natives, who con- 
fidcred it an ineflitnable treafurc. Taaao
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paid them another vifit, which he informed 
Captain Portlock was his farewell vifit, as 
he intended to return to Apoonoo, but that 
he fhould leave Abbenooe on board, who 
was to accompany them down to Oneehow, 
which ifland and its produce, he prefled the 
captain to accept of as a prefent, and defiled 
Abbenooe to fee that the natives fupplied 
them with plenty of every thing, without 
taking any thing for it in return : he was 
this time accompanied by Taaevee, his eld- 
eft fon, 6 very fine boy about twelve years 
old. Captain Portlock, after expreffing him- 
felf in a fuitable manner, for the magnitude 
of the prefent made him, had much to do 
to get leave for the people of Oneehow to 
have fomething given them for their goods : 
but after fome little altercation, he got leave 
for them to be paid for digging and bring­
ing of the yams. After this affair vas fet­
tled to mutual fatisfaftion, the captain made 
the king and his attendants fuch prefents as 
he thought fuitable to the generality of his 
vi titers.

Amongft the people of confcquence, who 
attended Taa&o on his farewell vifit, was his 
uncle Neeheowhooa ; his wounds was get­
ting better, and he feemed quit at a ltrfs 
how to exprefs his gratitude and thankful- 
nefs : he begged pei miffion, whilft there, 
to come on board every dyv to have them 
dreffed. and feemtd to thi’ik they would 
form be healed After attending h's nephew 
on fhore, he returned with a large double
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canoe full of hogs, for a prefent to the fur- 
geon and captain, as a token of his grati­
tude.

On the 7th, they weighed and made fail 
for Oneehow, where they came to anchor in 
Yam bay. The captain, accompanied by 
Abbenooe, took a walk on (bore, where he 
found great part of the country poorly cul­
tivated. Upon enquiring the reafon, Ab­
benooe told him, iincc they took in their 
dock of yams, the people had in a great 
meafure negle&ed the ifland ; barely plant­
ing enough for their own ufe : and that 
fome had entirely left the ifland, and taken 
up their future refidence at Atooi.

On the 20th, feveral of the people had 
leave to go on (hore, all of whom returned 
except three, who were in a very poor 
date of health, and whom the captain thought 
of letting remain a few ^ays on fhore, for 
the benefit of their health. Abbenooe had 
provided them a comfortable houfe, and or­
dered them to be fupplied by the natives 
with every refrelhment they could get. 
Soon after, a heavy gale coming on, they 
were under the neccflity of cutting their ca­
bles, and running out of the bay, being o- 
bliged to leave the three invalids on fhorc. 
Abbenooe and feveral Indians were on board 
at that time, and went to fea with them. 
From the 2ill to the 27th, they were kept 
beating off and on, about Oneehow and 
Atuoi ; fuch a heavy ha running, that, no

F
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canoe could come off to them, till this dayy 
when a few ventured off from Yam Bay ; 
and the three invalids, who had been kind­
ly treated by the natives, were got on board.

The weather ft ill continuing very ftormy, 
they were under the neceflity of returning 
to Wymoa Bay, where tire people had leave 
again to go on Ihore ; Abbenooe at the fame 
time attending them, to prevent any quar­
rels between the natives and them ; and up­
on their returning, the captain found not fo 
much as a thtft had been attempted, but 
that every luxury the ifland produced had 
been given them.

i his day, at Captain Port lock’s requeft, 
two chiefs, that were on board from Wyr 
moa, exercifed with their fpears. The dex­
terity and aftonilhing expertnefs fhewn by 
them, wonderfully fupprifed every one on 
board. One of them, whofe name was Na- 
Maa-te’erae’ that is blind of one eye, was 
much refpeéted, and his company courtetl 
by all the principal men of the ifland. The 
lofs of his eye he met with in battle, by a 
ftone flhng from a fling ; but this accident 
did not prevent him from being a moft ex­
pert warrior. He took his (land about three 
or four- yards from the cabin door, un­
armed ; the other perfon flood about t ight 
or ten yards from- him, provided with live 
fpears. Upon the fignal being given for 
commencing the a&ron, a fpear was thrown 
with the utmoft force at Namaate’erae, which 
be avoided by a motion of the body, and
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caught it as it pafled him, by the middle. 
With this fpear, he parried the retl without 
the leall apparent concern. He then return­
ed the fpears to his adverfary, and armed him- 
felf with a pahooa. They were again thrown 
at him, and again parried w’ith the fame cafe. 
One of the fpears (truck a confidcrable way 
into the bulk-head of the cabin, and the 
barbed part was broke off in endeavouring 
to get it out. The remarkable coolnefs he 
(hewed, at the time the fpears were caft at 
him, proved at once his courage and expert- 

t nefs. All who were fpe&ators of the fight, 
fhuddered at the danger he w'as expofed to, 
and were allonifhed to fee with what eafc he 
parried the mifiile weapons.

This day the captain and Abbenooe be­
ing on (hore, the captain obferved in the 
valley of Wymoa, a firing of four or five 
houfes tolerably large, in very good orders 
without inhabitants On afking the reafoo 
of their being tabooed, he was informed 
that they were houfes built for the king, 
whenever he honoured Wymoa with a vifit, 
and that no perfon whatever was allowed 
the ufe of them in his abfence. Abbenooe 
likewife informed him, that the king had 
given him direélions to build him a houfe on 
a clear fpot juft to the weftward of theft 
houfes, and that he brought him to that 
place for him to point out a fetuation to his 
own liking. For fome time he refufed aoj 
cepting the favour ; but upon his friend's, 
earneft entreaty, he at laft confentcd to]
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gratify his generofity ; and no fooner was 
his confent made known, than workmen 
were immediately employed. Some ran to 
fetch wood from the country, others a long 
kind of grafs to thatch it with, all of which 
was executed with the utmoft difpatch and 
pleafure, delighted with the idea of having 
their friend Popote amongft them. Near 
the fpot fixed on, was a large flat (lone, on 
which the captain etched the initials of his 
name, the country he ferved, and the year 
of our Lord, which he explained to them as 
well as he could ; and as foon as they under- 
ftood the meaning of it, they were much 
pleafed, and the flone wadf ordered to be 

|[. placed in the centre of the houfe.
The captain having given directions about 

the plan, and every thing being fettled to 
general fatisfaétion, refpeCting the building, 
they proceeded up the valley, attended by a 
great number of the natives, both young and 
old, who behaved with the greateft hofpi- 
tality and friendfhip, preffing him to go into 
every houfe he came to, and partake of the 
btrft fare in their power to give ; and num- 

of the women bringing him their chil- 
ren to hont—that is, falute them by touch- 

nofes ; his compliance with which gave 
tern fingular pleafure. He was pleafed to 
re, fo much happinefs in the faces of hun- 
rcus of Indians, whom they had formerly 

fo much reafon to think were a treacherous 
>pîe. This excuriion gave hitti a frefh op- 

>rtonity of obferving the amazing ingeriui*
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ty and induftry of the natives, in laying out 
their taro and fugar-cane grounds, the great- 
eft part of which are made upon the banks 
of the river, with exceeding good caufeways 
made of banks of earth, leading up the val-

The taro bedsley, and to each plantation 
arc in general about a quarter of a mile over, 
dammed in, and they have a place in one part 
of the bank, which ferves as a gateway. 
When the rains commence, which is in the 
winter fcafon, the river fwells with the tor­
rents from the mountains, and overflow’s their 
taro beds ; and when the rains are over, and 
the rivers decreafe, the dams are flopped up, 
and the water kept in to nourifh the taro> 
and fugar-cane.

Of the taro, which grows to a great fizfc,, 
they frequently make a pudding, which they 
call poe, and keep till it becomes four. The 
Indians, that were a little while at fea with 
the captain, almoft fretted themfelves to 
death, when their flock of poe was gone ; 
which was very foon done, from the immo­
derate quantity they eat of it. The captain 
has feen Abbenooe eat near two quarts of it 
at a meal, befides a quantity of fifh or pork.

After gratifying his curiofity amongft the 
plantations, his friend accompanied him to 
a large houfe, fituated under the hills on 
the weft fide of the valley, and about two 
or three miles from the fea beach : he found 
ithis houfe very large, commodious, and dean,, 
with a new mat on the floor. On the left 
fide of the door was a wooden image, of a

• irr
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Tolerable large fize, feated in a chair ; which 
nearly refembles one of our arm chairs. 
There was a grafs plat all round the image, 
and a.fmall railing made of wood : befidts 
the chairs were feveral to-es, and mahy o- 
ther fmall articles. Abbenooe informed him, 
that this houfe had been built with the to­
es he* had given him upon his full calling at 
Oneehow : and that the other articles were 
prefents that he had made him at different 
times: and that the ima^e was in comrr.e-o
inorniion thathehad been amongflthem. Few 
people were admitted into this houfe. A- 
munglt other articles in it, were feveral drums, 
one in particular was very farve ; the head 
<>f which, was made of the ikin of the large 
fharlc already mentioned : and he was told 
thefe drums were dedicated to their gods. 
They had fome rcfrefhments, fuch as pork, 
failed fifh. taro, plantains, and cocoa-nuts ; 
and then returned to the beach : the long­
boat being in fhore, to take off fome pro- 
vifions of different kinds, that were collect­
ed by a tabooara, or general tax, laid on the 
l.stives by the king Captain Port lock fays,
it is net in his power, to give the praife that 
is due to this people, from the king to the 
towtow : their attention and unwearied induf- 
tvy, in fupplying them with every thing in 
their power, was beyond example : their 
hofpitallty and generoufny were unbounded, 
and their eagernefs to do adls of kinclncfs 
was amazing. He feem< to hope that, by 

'the help of their own ingenuity, they will
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be enabled, from their obfervations upon our 
methods of failing, building &c. to bring 
thefe articles, among themfelves, to much, 
greater pevfvélion than they arc at prefent.

On the 8th, the king arrived in the bay, 
attended as ufual : he came on board, and ' 
appeared very well pleafed with the friendly 
intercourfe that fubfilled between his fubjeSs 
and the people. The king (laid on board 
a few hours, and then went on board the 
Queen Charlotte, to fee Captain Dixon, 
l rom this time, to the ill of March, they 
experienced a great deal of bad weather, and 
were driven out to fea ; and this day came to 
anchor in Wymoa Bay. A chief of fome 
confeqtrence, named Nohomitehitee, who had 
been very often on board, and rendered them 
a great deal of fervice in procuring provifions,. 
preffed Captain Portlock very much to take 
him on board. He informed the captain he 
had colleéled a great number of little arti­
cles, which he made a prefent of to his father,. 
a very old man, almolt worn out with age: 
but Paoareare, one of the king’s meflerigers, » 
who rules with unbounded fway, when the king 

, and principal chiefs are from theifland know­
ing the old mair was pofiefied of thefe things . 
went to him and demanded all bU treafure,. 
confiding of a few to es, beads, rings and: 
various trifling articles, which his fou had 
given him. The old men did not produce: 
his treafure, which he had taken the pre- - 
caution to fecrete, tilt extreme force was» 
nfed 5 when this vile reprefentative of.ahbe-.-

\ u 'k/ïï .r. ^ 4, ■S, "

l, 'Afai À-. ..A/ ,v -Ai m ' »,K 1* ' : '*»* > id, ?
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revoient monarch, as is too often the cafe 
in other countries, took the whole from the 
decrepid and unfortunate polfeiïor. Noho- 
mitehitee landed with his canoe, juft as his 
father was plundered, but did not interfere ; 
perhaps not for want of courage, but dread­
ing to lay hands on a mefienger of the king, 
who are held in great efteem. Nohomite- 
liitee being taking on board, according to 
hisrequeft, in a few days, being tired of liv­
ing on fait provifions, left them, and they 
had no opportunity, before they left the 
iflands, to enquire what was done in his 
father’s affair.

From this time, to the 3d of March, was 
employed in gettingready forfea ; and leav­
ing for the fécond time thefe friendly iflands, 
made the beft of their way for the coaft of 
America, where they arrived on the 24th of 
April, without meeting with any very re­
markable occurrence ; they looked for the 
Iflands of St. Maria la Corta, laid down 
from fome old charts, but found no fuch 
place, having run dire&ly over the fpot 
where they were faid to be.

Upon coming to anchor at Montague 
Ifland, they were vifited by five canoes, and 
were rather, furprifed to find that the natives 
had not the (kin of any animal amangft them ; 
but they poffeffed many beads of. various 
colours, which they feenjed to put a great 
value on. Thefe people frequently repeated 
tfie word No^tka, pyintingatthe fame t>me up 
the Sound. Never having, either at this place
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or in Cook’s River, heard the natives make 
ufe of the word before, they were induced 
to think they had been taught the word by 
fome vi fit era, who had recently been at 
Nootka ; and they were foon convinced 
that there had lately been fome people trad­
ing for fva-otter feins, they were given to 
undcrfland, that all they had been able to 
get. were fold to a Thomas Molloy, who, 
they undevftood, had left the Sound. This 
piece of information, however incorrect it 
m-glit be, convinced them that they had very 
little to hope for from this place. How­
ever, they flood in for Prince William’s 
Sound. Towards evening their vifiters left 
them, and paddled out of the bay, after 
dealing feveral filhing lines that were hangw 
ing over board. On the 25th, they got 
fome water for prefent ufe, and fome of the 
flip’s company were fent on fhore next day 
to gather lhell-fifh, the only refrefhment this 
place was known to afford. The only fpace 
to walk in was along the beach, the adjacent 
country being entirely covered with fnow. 
There were plenty of wild geefe and ducks, 
but fo fiy, that they could not get within 
{hot. In a walk Captain Portlock took a- 
long the beach, he faw the remains of 
two Indian huts, and a quantity of wood that 
had been cut down with edged tools ; it 
was therefore concluded that the Ruffians 
had vifked this place the laft autumn.



50 Voyage of
No Indians coming near, they determin­

ed to leave the place ; and accordingly, on 
the 29th thçy weighed, and foiled cut of the 
bay ; but the fame evening were under the 
neceflity of running in again, on account of 
contrary wind. But on tBe 2d of May, 
they weighed and dtered up the Sound, a 
vonfiderable way, when coming to an anchor, 
the long-boat and whale-boat, belonging to 
each (hip, 'were made ready fra trading ex­
pedition farther up the Sound ; and early in 
(lie morning of the 5th, fa out under the 
command of Captain Dixon. In the mean­
time, Cap'ain Portlock had all hands em­
ployed in cleaning and repairing the (hips. 
On the icth Captain Dixon returned, and 
pave the following account of his excurfion.

“ My intention, on fitting out, vas to 
m2ké Blinc!)inbrooke Cove fn(t, and from 
thence proceed to Snug Corner Ccve, as I 
knew they were the mod likely places [to 
it ftt with iiiha+ritants. Bad weather com­
ing on, I put into a cove in Montagu Ifland ; 
but in a (hurt time, the weather clearing up, 
I proceeded round the ncrth-cad end of the 
ifinnd, 'into a large bay Hire I found feme 
Indians on a hunting party, who gave me to 
underdand that they belonged to Cepe Hin- 
chinbrooke. It being late in the evening, 
1 came to an anchor for the night.

As the Indians did not leave us when 
di'Icneis let in, I ordered fix hands to keep 
watch, and the remainder to have their arms 
ready. The Indians dailked about us till
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near two o’clock, waiting, no doubt, fur an 
opportunity to cut the boats off ; but (iml- 
ing us attentive to all their motions, they 
then left us. Early next miming I weigh­
ed and (food over for Cape Hinchinbrouke. 
At this place I found lèverai Indians, and 
purchafcd a few fea-otter (kins. The Ind ans 
frequently pointed to Snug Corner Cove, 
and endeavoured to nuke me underftand a 
veffel lay there. Though this circumilance 
(trongly excited my curiofity, and made me 
particularly anxious to know whether thin 
piece of inteligence was true, yet the day 
being by this time far fpent, I determined 
to keep my prefent lituation during the 
night, as the weather was very unpromifing. 
The Indians, whom I had traded with for 
furs, during the afternoon, were a different 
tribe from that I met with in the bay. 
Their behaviour was very daring and infolent, 
though they did not diredlly attack us ; nor 
did they leave the boats till day-light next 
morning.

“ Early in the morning of the 7th, I fet 
off for Snug Corner Cove ; but the wind, 
during the whole day, being very light, I 
did not arrive in the cove till eleven o’clock 
at night. Contrary to my expedition, I 
found no veffel, neither did I perceive any of 
the inhabitants -, notwithftanding which, I 
ordered the fame Uriel watch to be kept as 
before, remembering, that the Difcovery was 
boarded by the natives in this very cove, 
during Captain Cook’s Iaft voyage, in open
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(lav. During the night i^pnc of the inhabit­
ants came near us.

“ At day liglit in the morning of the 8th, 
two Indians came along fide in a canoe, 
and gave us to underhand, that there was a 
fit ip at no great diitance. On proceeding 
totheplace, under the direction of fume of 
the natives, I found lierto be a fnow, called 
the Nootka from Bengal, commanded by 
a Captain Meares, under Englifh colours.
I learntd from Captain Meares, that he 
had failed from Bengal in March 1786, and 
that he had touched at Oonalafhkain Augull: 
from thence he proceeded to Cook's River, 
which he entered through Whitfun Bay. 
In thisftraight he met with a party of Ruffian 
Rttlers, who informed him, that the land to 
the eaft-ward of the ftraight, is called by 
them Kodiac, and that they had a fettle- 
ment there : l.kewife, that two European 
x -'ffels were then at anchor at Kodiac, and 
that they had lately feen two other (hips in 
Cook’s River. This intelligence induced him 
to lleer for Prince!William’s Sound, where 
he arrived the latter end of September. He 
had wintered in the creek, where I now 
found him ; and his veffel was dill fall in 
me ice Many of the crew- were dead ot 
the leurvy ; and the remainder part were in 
fo ffeble a Hate, at one time, that Captain 
Meares himfvlf, was the only p a fon on boaid 
able to walk the deck. It gave him vciy 
great pleafureto find two veffflsfo near him, 
who cep Id in fume meafure affitl him in his
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did refs ; and l had nolcfs fatisfadlion in a (Tur­
ing him, that he (hould be furniflied with 
every necefTary we could puflibly fpare.

“ 1 left the Nookta, in the morning of 
tlie 9th, and weighed and (food down for 
our (hips, being now convinced that there 
was no profpcdt of my meeting with any furs 
of confcquence. Towards noon it grew near­
ly calm, and the whale-boats were obliged 
to take the long boat in tow : whilit we were 
proceeding in this manner acrofs the found, 
fome canoes joined us ; and one of the In­
dians had a few fea otter (kins, which he of­
fered to fell. Happening to call his eyes on 
a frying-pan, he requefted to have it in bar­
ter ; accordingly it was offered him ; but 
lie abfolutely refufed to take it entire, and 
defired us to break of the handle, which he 
feemed to regard as a thing of ineltimable 
value ; and rejected the bottom part with 
contempt. Towards fix o’clock, the wind 
refrtfhening, occafiuiied the boats to feparate. 
I he night was very (lormy, and I did not 
get on board my own veffcl, till four o’clock 
in the morning of the loth : the King 
George’s boats arrived nearly about the fame 
time ”

They now found out, that the number of 
(hips which had been on the coalt, and the 
great price given for the (Ivins, had made the 
value of their cargo much lefs than they ex­
pedit'd. The only articles the natives would 
even look at, were green and red beads, 
and unwrought iron, in peices nearly two
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feet long : they therefore ordered a tent to 
he erettied on lhore for the armourers, who 
were bufily employed in working up iron 
into to-es, about eighteen inches or two feet 
long, thefe being articles the Indians are very 
fond of. Soon after Captain Meares arrived 
in his boat. This gentlemen gave them a 
melancholy account of his iituation during 
the winter. They alfo learned from him, 
that on his arrival in the found, he could 
not for a long time purchafe a tingle Ikin, 
they being all difpofed of to his confort the 
Sea-Otter, commanded by Mr. Tipping, 
who, as well as Captain Meares, was a lieu­
tenant in the navy.

Both thefe fhips had traded with un­
wrought iron and fmall tranfparcnt beads, of 
the fame kind as they faw the natives have 
in Cook’s Bay. Captain Meares informed 
them, that feveral other fhips had been trad­
ing on the coati at different times, a circum- 
tiance that they had not the leati idea of be- • 
fore they left England, and which had the 
appearance, at that time, of entirely ruin­
ing their project. They were therefore un­
der the neceftity of feparating, that they 
might be able to explore the whole coati; 
and it was immediately determined, that 
Captain Dixon fhould make the bed of his 
way to King George’s Sound, and the King 
George fhould remain in and about Prince 
William’s Sound : Captain Portlock like- 
wife difpatched his long boat, on a trading 
expedition, to Cook’s River, under the dh-
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retlion of Mr. Hayward, his third mate, 
and Mr. Hill, with fix good and trutty men, 
in whom they could place entire confidence. 
Hinchinbrooke Cove was appointed asa place 
of rendezvous for the long-boat, and for her 
to lie there.

The Queen Charlotte havingfinifhed clean­
ing, breaming, and paying, on the 2 111 of 
June, flie was hauled of the beach into her 
former dation, in the afternoon, and corn- 
pleated their watering, having filled forty 
butts, two brandy pipes, and nineteen pun­
cheons. At five o’clock, Captain Meares 
took his leave of them, after being furnifh- 
ed with various fupplies and pvov'lions and 
two good teamen, who volunteered their 
iervices to China, at which place lie was to 
return them. Next day the long-boat ftt 
c fT for lier expedition to Cook’s River ; the 
crew all in high fprits, and well fitted out 
for a fix week’s cruife.

On the 13th of July, they were vilited by 
two large canoes, containing about foity 
natives, with a number of fmall canoes at­
tending them : they brought only two very 
indifferent fkius, and a few furs, which were 
purchafcd, and a prefent made the chief, 
w hofe name, they underdoed, was Shetna- 
waa. Tliefe people belonged to a very 
poweiful tribe in the Sound : they were au­
dacious thieves, and what was very remark­
able, the little boys were furnirtied with fmall 
hooked divks, for thé. purpofe of picking 
pockets. Their vifiters remained abvut the
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fhip till about fix o’clock, when they left 
them and went out of the harbour. At this 
time the Queen Charlotte’s people were a- 
bout two miles from the fliips, on a fifhing 
party, and the Indians (immediately joined 
them. Being apprehenfive of their pillag­
ing the boat, Caprain Portlock kept a look 
out with his glafs, and prefently perceived 
a ftruggle betwixt the two parties ; on this 
lie immediately fet off in an armed boat to 
their affiflance. The Indians no fooner faw 
the boat, than they took to their paddles, 
aird went off as fall as they were able. Upon 
joining the boat, they found the Indians had 
taken away all their fifhing lines, and were 
jull forcing their anchor out of the boat as 
they hove in fight. On enquiry, they found 
the people had no firearms in the boat, which 
was very unlucky, as even the light of ;t 
mufket will prevent thefe Indians from at­
tempting any violence, fo thoroughly have 
the Ruffians taught them, by experience, 
the fatal effeft of firearms.

On the 14th, having every thing ready 
for fea, the Queen Charlotte fliaped her 
courfe out of the found, and the King George 
made for Hinchinbrooke Cove, where they 
arrived next day.

We fhall now follow the King George 
till their arrival at China, at which place 
they met with Captain Dixon again ; and 
then fhall give an account of the proceedings 
in the Queen Charlotte, from the time of 
their reparation to their arrival at China%
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On the 18th, the Captain went in the 

whale-boat with an intention of fnrveying 
the harbour, but whilll engaged in this bufi- 
nefs he faw the enfign flying ; this being 
the figual for canoes, he returned on board, 
and purchafed a few good (kins from the 
natives. As the articles he had to barter 
with were held in no great ellimation he dil- 
patched Mr. Crefsleman, the fécond mate, 
with the whale-boat and yawl, on board the 
Nootka, to requeft of Captain Meares fome 
articles of trade, which lit could well fpare.

The harbour affording very fine crabs and 
mufcles, a number of the people were fent 
to procure fome, and they returned in the 
evening with a good quantity of each. 
Several canoes came along-fide with a trad­
ing party, who brought fome very good fea- 
otter fkins and a few indifferent ones. The 
weather being fine, all their operations on 
fhore went brifkly forward ; one part were 
employed cutting wood, another fawing 
plank, and the carpenter, with his afliflants, 
was employed in making a punt for the con­
venience of landing.

Two canoes vifited them on the 22d, and 
brought a few good fkins. They informed 
the captain that the adjacent country was 
called racklaccimute, and that it was in­
habited by a tribe, the name of wliofe chief 
was Nootuck, and the name of another 
chief belonging to the fame tribe was Cor- 
cha. Three canoes belonging to Nootuck’s

H
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tribe cat^ic to the fhip next day, but brought 
nothing except a few halibuts,

On the 25th the whale-boat returned 
from the found ; they 11 ad pavttd with the 
yawl jull off the north point of the bay. 
The next day they had a very heavy gale of 
wind, and the yawl not making her appear­
ance, it gave them great unealinéfs, her 
crew were not only expofed to the weather, 
but might probably be driven out of the* 
found and all perifh : neither could the 
whale-boat be fent to look for. and aflitl them, 
without running a great rifk of loiing lief 
creW iikewife. However, the weather grow­
ing trod rate on the 27th, tire whale-boat 
was ft ro in fearch of the yawl, with proper 
refreil merits for her crew, and at nine o’clock 
both boats came along lide ; the yawl’s 
crew in a much better Hate than could be 
expected.

From tins to the 30th, F>ad weather pre­
vented any bufmeis irorn 'going forward on 
fnore During this interval only three canoes 
came alung-hde, with c d and halibut fuf- 
ficicnt to ferve the llnp’s company one day, 
and a few middling fea otter lluns. The 
weather now growing moderate, the parties 
ivfumed their different occupations on fhore.

On the 4V1I of June, MefTrs. Crefsleman 
and Bryant vie re fent, with the whale-boat 
and yawl on trading expedition, up an 
opening betweVn the harbour they lay in 
and Sang Corner Cove, by which means
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they were likely to obtain part of the trade 
intended for the Nootka.

The weather being fine on the 6th, a 
party was fent to dig a piece of ground for 
a garden, on a fmall ifland fituated in the 
entrance of the cove, and which was named 
Garden Ifland After the grotind was ready, 
a variety of hurtulan feeds were fown in it, 
befides oats and bark y The foil being tol­
erably good, it would be rather extraordin­
ary if, among fo great a variety, nothing 
fhould come to perfi&ion.

In the evening the whale-boat and yawl 
returned from their expedition, with a few 
good fkins, which they purchafed of a chief, 
whofe name was Sheenaawa, and who was 
conjectured to be the fame perfon who paid 
them a vifit at Montagu Ifiand. The cap­
tain intended them for a longer trip ; hut 
it feems they unluckily got into a large flat 
bay, were the boats grounded, and, before 
they could extricate themfelves from the 
fhoals, the tide ebbed and left them dry for 
near two miles round. Sheenaawa and his 
tribe, which c< nfifted of near two hundred 
men, faw their fituation, and paid them a 
vifit, mod of them armed with knives and 
fpears. The boats crews, at firft, were great- , 
ly alarmed at their fituation ; but their fears 
rather fubfided, when they found that plund­
er was what the Indians wanted : this they 
endeavoured to prevent, but at the fame time 
found it impofiible, without expofing the 
whole party to inflant deflrudlion. This
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plundering party carried off mod of the 
trading articles, two mufkets, two pi (lois, 
and fome of the people’s cloths ; but what 
old Sheenaawa feemed to regard as a thing 
of inertimable value, was Mr Crefsleman’s 
quadrant, which he feized, together with 
his ephemeris and riquifite tables It was 
at this time, that they purchafed the {kins 
juft mentioned : Slieenaawa’s people affect­
ing to traffic, as a fort of introduction to 
their depredations

Captain Portlock being at Garden Irte on 
the 9th, faw theNootka turning in towards 
the port ; on this, the whale-boat and yawl 
were immediately lent to her afiiftance ; and 
in the afternoon rtie anchored juft without 
the King George. Some Indians came in­
to the bay next day, and appeared fliy on 
feeing the Nootka, which, probably, aiofe 
from their having fired at fome of the natives 
juft before they left Sutherland’s Cove, and 
wounded one of them. Captain Meares went 
on board the King George, to requeft afiifl- 
ance in repaving his veffel, which was readi­
ly complied with.

On the 1 ith, the long boat returned from 
Cook’s River, and had met with tolerable 
fuccefs. Meffrs. Hayward and Hill allur­
ing Captain Portlock, that much more bufi- 
ncls might be done in another trip. As 
foon as the boat was cleared, he ordered her 
to be fitted out with provifions, and an af- 
fortment of trade, for a fécond expedition.

Early next morning, the boat failed again
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for Cook’s River, with pofitive orders to 
return by the 20th of July.

For fome time pad the weather had, in 
general been very wet, which affedted the 
health of the failors very much ; and many 
of them were ill of fevers and violent colds. 
The Nootka being ready for failing, left 
them on the 19th Spruce beer, which was 
now in good order, was daily fcrved out ; 
and the lick people found great benefit from 
it. The furgeon and the invalids, took a 
walk on Ihore on the 20th, and gathered a 
good quanty of water crelfes, which they 
found growing near the frelh water rivulets. 
The people caught plenty of flounders along 
fide with hook and line ; thefe, together 
with crabs, which were now very fine prov­
ed an excellent change from fait provifions. 
Some of them, in fifhing for flounders, caught 
feveral cod and halibut ; on this, the canoe 
was lent at fome dilt.mce into the bay, to 
try for them, and they foon returned with 
a load of fine halibut and cod. This fuc- 
cefs itiduceed them to fi nd her out frequent­
ly with a fifhing party, and they caught 
conlideiably more than what was futneient 
for daily confumptiou, fothat the remainder 
was *alted for fea-llure.

In the afternoon of the 2 2(1. a party of 
Indians vifited the ill ip, bringing a few good 
lea-otter fkins ; they pointed to the fouth. 
weft, and gave them to undevltand that plen­
ty of furs might be procured from that quar­
ter : on this, Captain Portlock difpatched
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the whale boat and yawl on the 241)1, on a 
trip'to the fouth-wtil part of the found, with 
provifions for a month, and a proper afiort- 
ment for trade. Some of the people, who 
had leave go on fhore, afeended the higheft 
hills in the neighbourhood ; on the fide of 
which they found large quantities of fnake 
root, and a variety of flowers in full bloom. 
In the evening, they obferved two Indian 
boats and fcveral canoes come into the bay. 
Thefe landed on a fandy beach, about three 
rqiles d i ft ant from the fliip ; and early next 
morning came along fide : the party confid­
ed of about twenty-five perfons. Their chief 
appeared to be a well-difpofed man, rather 
low in flature, with a long beard ; and feem- 
ed about fixty years of age.

The old man made Captain Forth ck. a 
prefent of a good fkin, but had little to 
fell except a few falmon : he gave the cap­
tain to underftand that his name was Taa- 
tuckteilingnuke ; that the country he came 
from was called Cheeneecoek, and fituated 
in the fouth-welt part of the found. The 
whole of this party were very friendly and 
well difpofed. The country, where Shec- 
naawa and his tribe take up their refidence, 
is called Taaticklagmutc : tin y it feems, 
are the mod powerful tribe about the found, 
and hated by all their neighbours, with 
whom they are continually at variance. Shee- 
naawa, whofe rapacious difpofition has al­
ready been noticed) wlnld the Nootka win­
tered in Sutherland’s Cove, fent frequent
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mcffages, intimating that he intended to 
come and cut them off ; but very bad weather 
coining on immediately afteiwards, proba­
bly, fruft rated his defign.

The party, who were daily lent out to filh 
for cod and halibut, had their hooks and 
lines often broken by large ground fhaiks: 
lèverai of them were killed, but they were 
oi no ufv, their livers yielding fcarcely any 
oil. Tuatuck telling mu ke vifited the fliip on 
the 26th, and w' s particularly anxious to 
t.ikc one or two of the people with him on 
fhure to fpend the night, offering at the lame 
time, to leave ff me of his people on hoard 
as hull ges till their return. Captain Port- 
luck complied with this lingula/ requeft, and 
gave two of ihe people lcav. to accompany 
him on 11 lure : he leit tliree of his t;ibe on 
board, being defiruus to convince them that 
he intended no harm. Early the next morn­
ing, the friendly old chief came on board in 
one of his boats, and after exchanging hof- 
tages, and receiving u few prefents, he went 
on fhure highly plea fed

Thefc Indians lodged :n temporary huts, 
ccmpofed only of a few 11 eks ai d a little 
bark : the principal part of their food was 
ffhvand by way of variety they eat the inner 
rind ul the pine bark dried ; but their great- 
tit luxury was a k.nd of^ruck wmi, covered 
with the Ipawn ofioine kind ul fob, of w 1 .eh 
they gathered and ear grc.it quantitits : trey 
alfo eat the innt r rind of the angelica 
and hemlock roots, which, though pcifun
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to Englifhmen, by confiant and habitual ufc, 
becomes to them familiar and fafe.

At noon, on the 6th of July, the whale­
boat and yawl returned from their expediti­
on, without the leaf! fuccefs, not having feen 
a fingle canoe during their trip. Captain 
Portlock. was now convinced that nothing 
could be done by fending the boats on ano­
ther expedition, and expelling the long­
boat’s return in a few days, after which he 
intended to get to fea as quick as poflible, 
all hands were fet to work in getting the 
fhip ready. Large quantities of falmon were 
'caught but the unfettled ftate of the weather 
not permitting them to cure it on board, 
the boatfwain was fent with a party on fhore, 
to build a kind of houfe to fmoke them in.

The feine was frequently hauled on the 
lith, and not lefs then two thoufand falmon 
were caught at each haul ; indeed, they were 
now in fuch numbers along the fhorcs, that 
any quantity whatever might be caught with 
the greateit eafe.

On the 2 i (1, Captain Portlock took feveral 
of the people, who were lately recovered 
from ficknefs, on fhore, to take a walk and 
gather water-creffes Near the place where 
they landed was a frefh water lake, in which 
there was abundance of falmon ; and not 
far from it was a piece of wild wheat grow­
ing, at le ft two feet high, amongll which 
they found the water enfles This wheat, 
with proper care, might cet t a inly be made 
an ufeful article of food. They returned on
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board in the evening, without feeing any 
Indians.

Next day at noon, the long-boat came a* 
long-fide, and her crew in good health. In 
this trip they had experienced a great deal of 
very bad weather, and had not met with fuch 
good fuccefs as they expeéled. They fell 
in with numbers of the Kodiac Indians, who 
always behaved in the mod friendly man­
ner, as did all the inhabitants of the river.

In the afternoon of the 24th they com­
pleted their wood and water, r.nd every 
thing from the fhore was got on board. 
They lopped all the branches off the higheft 
tree on Garden Ifland, and fixed a ftaff a- 
bout ten feet long at the top, with a wooden 
vane on it, and near the bottom was inferib- 
ed the (hip’s name, with the year and day 
of the month.

Every thing being ready for fea, they 
weighed anchor at two o’clock in the morn­
ing of the 26th, and flood out of the cove. 
On quiting the harbour (which obtained 
the name of Pint Etches Captain Portlock 
at firlt intended to Hand out of tht found 
by way of Cape Hinchinbrooke, but the 
weather looking unfavourable, he changed 
his resolution, and puthed for the pnffageon 
the weft fide of Montagu Ifland. They did 
not however, get clear of the land till the 
3 1 it.

I
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On taking leave ef Prince William’s Sound, 

fome account of the natives, their manners 
and cuftoms will reafonably be expected.

Tliefe people are, for the moil part, fhort 
in ilature, and lquare made men: their faces, 
men and women, are, in general, flat and 
round, witli high cheek bones and flattiih 
nofes : their teeth are very good and white : 
their eyes dark, quick of fight : their fmell 
very good, and which they quicken by 
fmelling at the fnake rook parched. As to 
complexion, they are generally lighter than 
the fouthern Indians, and fome of their wo- 
men have rofy cheeks. Their hair is black 
and llraight, and they are fond of having it 
long ; but on the death of a friend they cut 
it (hort ; nor does it appear they have any 
other way to mark their forrow and concern 
for the lofs of their relations. The men 
have generally bad ill-fhaped legs, which is 
attributed to their fitting in one confiant 
pofitiun in their canoes. They generally 
paint then faces and hand'. Their tars and 
nofts are bored, and their under lips flit. 
In tli»hole in tilt nofe they hang an orna­
ment, made of bone or ivory, two or three 
indus long : at the vats, they moflly wear 
beads hanging down to their fhoulders ; and, 
in the flit in the lip, they have a bone or 
ivory inllrument fitted, with holes in it, 
from which they hang herds as low as the 
chin : thefe holes, in tlr. lip bcipg fometimes 
as large as the mouth, 0.figure them very 
much, But with all this fancied finery, they
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arc remarkably filthy in their perfons, and 
frequently covered with vermin, which in 
times of fcard tv, are ufed as food.

Their clothing conflits wholly of the Plains 
of animals and birds. In juftice to them it 
mult be faid, that, in general, they were 
found very friendly ; and they appear fo re­
markably tender and affectionate to their 
women and children, that it is impoffible to 
plcafe them more than in making them fmall 
prefents : but attention muft be carried no 
farther, to the females at lead.

Theiving is a very prevailing propenfity 
àmong them, not only from Itrangers but 
from each other. It feems, indeed, that 
dexterity in this refpedt is rather confidered 
a merit than a difgrace, and the complete 
thief is a clever fellow ; but the bungling 
pilferer is lefs admired. Notwithftanding all 
Captain Portlock’s care, and all the people’s 
vigliance, they frequently Hole little things 
from them : however on the captain appear­
ing rather angry, and endeavouring to con­
vince them of the impropriety of their be­
haviour, they became more honed.

T he inhabitants devour large quantities 
of fifh, and animals of all kinds : they alfo 
eat the vegetables which the country affords, 
and the inner bark of the pine tree, which 
in the fpring muft be of infinite fervice in 
recovering them from the feurvy, with which 
difeafe, there is re a foil to think, they are 
much afflidted during the winter, as many of 
them had fwollen legs and fores, which cer-



68 Voyage of

'h

I

If
I •

tainly proceeded from that difeafe ; for a» 
the fummer advanced, little of thofe appear­
ances were to be feen. They never (moke 
their provifions ; and for want of fait, have 
ho other way of curing their winter (lock of 
fifh than drying it in the fun. Their animal 
food they generally drefs in bafkets or wood­
en veffels, by putting to it red-hot (tones ; 
and it is furprifing to fee how quick they 
drefs their provilions in this way. During 
the fummer feafon they lead a vagrant kind 
of life ; and the (belter they live under in 
bad weather, when from home, is either 
their canoes, or fmall (beds made of a few 
(ticks, and covered with a little bark. Their 
winter habitations are alfo ill-made and in­
commodious : in general they arc not more 
than from four to fix feet high, about ten 
feet long, and eight feet broad, built with 
thick plank, and the crevices filled up with 
dry mofs ; and one of thefe houfes is gene­
rally occupied by a great number of inhabit­
ants. Their weapons for war are fpears of 
iixteen or eighteen feet long, headed with 
iron, bows and arrows, and long knives ; 
all of which they are amazingly dexterous 
in ufing. Their (idling implements are wood­
en hooks, with lines made of a fmall kind 
of rack-weed, which grows to a confiderable 
length. With thefe hooks and lines they 
catch halibut and cod ; falmon they either 
(pear or catch in wiers ; and herring they 
catch with, fmall nets. Their implements, 
that they kill the fea-otter and other amphi-
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bious animals with, are harpoons made of 
bone with two or more barbs, at the top of 
a ilaff fix or eight feet long, on which is 
fattened a large bladder as a buoy, and'darts 
of about three or four feet long, which they 
throw with a wooden inttrument of about a 

« foot long.
Being well clear of Montagu Ifland, they 

flood to the fouthward and eaftward, with 
an intention of making a harbour near Cape 
Edgecumbe.

On the 6th of Auguft they faw an open- 
I ing in the land, fituated about eight lea uesto 

the fouth-eatt of Crofs Cape. On drawing 
near the opening, a large Indian boat came 

1 out with twelve people in her, chiefly wo­
men and children. About noon, they an- 

I chored in a mod fpacious and excellent har­
bour, entirely land-locked Soon after they 

I were m o ed, the Indian boat which had fol- 
I lowed them in, came along fide, and gave 
I them a fong in the ufual Indian manner : 
I their language was totally different from that 
I fpoken by the natives in Prince William’s 
I Sound ; but they extended their arms as a 
I token of peace, nearly in the fame manner 
I as thofc people. Their boat was the body 
lofa large pine-tree, neatly excavated; in- 
Ideed the whole* was 'fmifhed jn a very exa£l 
■ manner. Captain Portlock made his vifiters 
Ifome trifling pvefents, and fhewing them a 
Ifea-otter’s fkin, made figns for them to bring 
■him fome, which they feemed inclined to do. 
■They were ornamented with beads of vari-
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eus forts, and had feme tin kettles and to- 
wees, which inclined the captain to think 
that the Queen Charlotte had touched near 
this neighbourhood ; particularly, as they 
made him underhand that the veil'd from 
which they procured thefe art ides, had been 
m a port to the call ward of Crpe Edge­
combe, and that Hie had two malls. This 
information induced Captain Pprtlock to 
think that the Charlotte might (till be fomc- 
vherc about the Cape ; and as he had form­
ed an intention of finding the long-boat on 
n trading expedition, he determined to fit 
her out with all pcffiblc difpatch. The In­
dians, after receiving a few prefents, left the 
ihip and went on ldiorc, where they remain- 
id a fhort time, and then returned with a few 
good dry fea-otter Ik ins. 1 lie chief inform- 
m! Captain Port lock that they had frequent 
intercourie with the natives of Prince 
William’s Sound, in the courfe of which 
quarrels often arofe, and battles frequently 
t nfried ; and one of the men Ihewed a deep 
wound near his lip, which he received in an 
engagement with them. Towards evening, 
the Indians prepared to go on fhore ; but 
by way of fecuring the captain’s friendfhip, 
were deli vous to leave one of their party on 
board fdr the night, and take of one his 
people on fhore. As they feemed to betray 
neither a mlfchicvous or theiving difpofition, 

* lie had no objection to the propofal ; par­
ticularly, as the peifon who went with them, 
might have an opportunity of ofclerving



ties and tn- 
im to think, 
ouclied near 
ly, as they 
veflel from 

ps, had been 
Ape Edge- 
tads. This 
^prtlock to 
Ull be lome- 
e had form- 
ang-boat on 
nined to fit 
. The hi­
nts, left the 
hey remain- 
1 with a few 
hief infovm- 
ad frequent 
of Prince 

e of which 
; frequently 
•wed a deep 
reived in an 
ds evening, 
diore ; but 

; friendship, 
ir parly on 
1 of one his 
-d to betray 
difpofition, 
pofal ; par- 
uith them, 

: obfervinn-

Porilock and Dixon. ~ u
what number of fea-otter Skins they pofEdcd *, 
and might alfo form fume idea of the man­
ner of their living. Accordingly, one of 
the people was fent on Shore, and that the. 
might be under no apprehention about his 
iafety, two of the- Indians (indead ot orn­
as was lull propofed) remained on board, 
and behaved remarkably well.

Next morning, the Indians returned with 
the man they had taken away the night be­
fore ; but they brought very little trade. 
Their reiidence, which Seemed to be a tem­
porary one, was at the foot of a bill near a 
run of frefh water, which ilTued out of an 
adjacent valley.

Early in the morning of the 7th, the 
long-boat was fent on a trading expedition 
towards Cape Edgccumbe, with particular 
orders to return in feventeen days. '1 he ad­
jacent country abounding with white cedar, 
the carpenter was fent on diore with a party 
to cut fome ; the remainder of the Ship's 
company were bufied in various nectflary em­
ployments

Towatds evening, their fird vifiters came 
along-fide, and the two young men again re- 
uueded to Sleep on board, which was permit­
ted ; and Jofeph Woodcock, one of the cap-

1
 tain’s apprentices, Slept on Shore with their 

party. w-

The fmall canoe, which vifited the Sliip in 
the morning, returned again at eight o’clock, 
in company with two large boats, contain­
ing about twenty-five ir.cn, women and cb.i-
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dren : after finging near an hour, they took 
their leave, and went on fhore ; where feme 
of them ercdted temporary huts to lodge in : 
hut others contented themfrlves with fuch 
kind of fhelter, as fome rocks which hung 
over the beach afforded. On leaving the 
ll:ip, they promifed to bring fome very good 
furs the next morning. Accordingly, foon 
after day-light, they came along-fide with 
tome very good fea-otter, and a number of 
beautiful black fkirs, which appeared to be 
a fpecieb of feal.

This tribe traded very fairly, and as they 
did not feem to be of a thieving difpofition, 

< laptain Portlock admitted a number of them 
on board. When dinner was brought into 
the cabin, they required very little invitation 
to partake ; but began to eat very heartily, 
and fo well did they relifli the vi&uals, that 
the table was presently cleared ; and there 
was oecaHon for another ctmrfe, which was 
brought in, and they fell to with as keen an 
appetite as at fir if ; till at length, being fair­
ly fatiated, they gave over, though with 
fome relu&ance. In the afternoon, an Indian 
boat vifited the (hip with two men and two 
children in her. One of the men was a re­
markably fine-loo king fellow, and appeared 
to be a perfon of great confcquencc. They 
brought a few good fta otter (kins, and a. 
number of wild geefe. Thefe Ind'ans were 
ornamented with beads of a different k rt to 
any that had hitherto bee* feen ; tin} 1 
alio a carpenter’s adze, with the ktui I:,
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end three fleurs-de-lis on it. They procur­
ed thefe articles from two veflels, which had 
been* with them to the north-weft ; and the 
chief defcribed them, as having three mads, 
and that they had1 a drutri on board, and a 
number of great guns. Thefe circumftances 
render it probable that the vcffcls defcribed 
by the chief, were the French men of war 
that were fitting out for difcovery, at the 
time the King George, and Queen Charlotte 
left England. Befides thefe two (hips, they 
alfo mentioned anothervtflel with twomafts, 
having been on the coaftf and that an un­
fortunate accident happened to one of her 
boats, which was fifhing at anchor in the 
mouth of the port where (he lay ; when five 
men were* drowned. This boat they de- 
fcribed to be exa&ly like the King George’s 
whale boat. This chief and his little paity 
took leave of Captain Portlock on the 10th, 
and told him that he would return in ten 
dap with more furs.

On the 11th, two large boats came into 
the found from the eaftward, with a tribe 
which were entire ftrangers : they brought 
n few good fea-otter (kins, and fome of the 
black (kins before mentioned. Thÿ new 
party of tradersdidnot aflociatc with the other 
Indian*,; but after their bufinefs was over, 
they went on fhorc in a bay not far fr^pi the 
(hip, where the cooper was employed in 
brewing, fpruce beer ; and took up their 

_ _ K ■ >7 '
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lodging in a convenient houfe, which he 
nnd liis afMants had built to fhdtcr tliem- 
felves in from the rain.

Some of their former acquaintances came 
on board in the evening, and a hoftage was 
lent on fhore as ufual : indeed it was abfo- 
lately neceffary to conform to their cnflom 
ia this particular for more than once- When 
Captain Portlock refufed to exchange hof- 
t?ges with them, they were immediately a- 
1armed, and would not come near the (hip 
on any account whatever ; but on his per­
mitting a perfon to go with them on fhore, 
they would receive him on entering their boat 
with ? general fhout of exultation, and feemed 
perfectly convinced that no harm was intend- 
#d them. On thefe occafions, in dead of 
• ne Indian ilaying on bord in exchange for 
the perfon fent on fliore, more than half a 
dozen would offer thcmfelves as volunteers, 
ynd three or four of them generally flept on 
hoard.

On the 12th, part of the fliip’s company 
had leave given to recreate thcmfelves on 
fhore In the courfe of their ramble, thev 
f 11 in with a large quantity of Indian tea : 
t his difcQvery was a timely one, for the great- 
rft part of their tea was expended ; and this 
r.e vly difeovered tea proved an excellent fub- 
j’itute. It grows on a loxv (mall fhrub, not 
more th*n twelve incites from the ground ; 
the leaf is about half an inch long, and 
takers • gradually to a point, the under part 
covered v i > a light downy fv.bflarce.
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Tn the afternoon, Captain Portlock went 

in the whale-boat, accompanied by a young 
Indian, who had generally been on board, 
to vilit their refidence. After proceeding a 
confiderable way up the found, they arrived 
at the Indians habitation about noun, and 
found one fmall temporary houfe, and the ruins 
of two others, which had been much larger, 
and appeared to have been made ufe of as 
winter habitations. On the beach was a 
large boat capable of holding thirty perfons, 
and three others to hold ten people eadi. 
From this circumtlance, the captain expect­
ed to have feen a numerous tribe, and war. 
quite furpriféd to find only three men, three 
women, the fame humber of girls, and two 
boys about twelve years old, and two infants. 
The oldelt of the men was very much mark­
ed with the fmall-pox, as was a girl who 
appeared to be about fourteen years oh'.

1 he old man endeavoured to deferibe the ex- 
ctflive torments he endured, whilft he was 
afRiCted with the diforder that had marked 
his face, and gave Captain Portlock to tin- 
dvrftand that it happened fomc years ago: • 
he faid the diftemper carried off great num­
bers of the inhabitants, and that himfelf had 
loit ten children by it. He had ten Ilrokis 
tatooed on one of his arms, which it fcerr.s,’ 
were marks for the number of children he 
had loft.

None of the'children under ten or twelve 
years of age wete Marked, fo that there is 
great reafea tv fuppofc the diford a* raged
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but little more than that number of years 
arço ; and as the Spaniards were on this part 
of the eoaft in 1775, it *s vcry probable that 
tlufe poor wretches caught this fatal infec­
tion.

The fofferings of the poor Indians, when 
the diforder was at its height, from their 
lilthinefs aud crowded habitations, mult have 
been inconceivable ; and no doubt the count­
ry was nearly depopulated ; for to this day 
it remains very thinly inhabited. A num­
ber of the Indians, who came into the Sound 
from the eaftward, were marked with the 
tmall pox. and one man in particular had 
loll an eye by that diforder ; but none of 
t ie natives from the well ward had the lead 
traces of it. Thefe circumdances maWzlt 
probable that the veifel, from which t^iefe 
unfortunate Indians caught the inftftion, 
was in a harbour fomewhere about Cape 
Edgecumbe.

On the 1 5th the long boat returned from 
her expedition to the ealtward of Cape Edge* 
cumbe, when they had brought fome pretty 
good fea-otter (kins. The people with whom 
they bartered had a number of articles, the 
fatne as thofe on board the King George ; 
!uch as tin kettles, rings, &c. fo that it was 
pretty evident that the Queen Charlotte had 
been in that neighbourhood. * Wh 1 lit they 
were at anchor, and bufied in putting the 
brat to rights, fome of the Indians cut their 
cable, and afterwards made for the (bore. 
The people purfued them, and deltroyed
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their canoes ; but the Indians fled into the 
woods with precipitation.

On the 18th, Captain Portlock went in 
the whale-boat to furvey part of the Sound, 
and landing in a fmall bay, found a fort of 
monument, ereôed probably to the memory 
of fume diftinguifhed chief. This edifice 
was compofed of four pods, each about 
twenty feet long, and fiuck in the ground,• 
-about fix feet diltant from each other. About 
twelve feet from the ground there was a 
rjugh boarded floor, in the middle of which, 
an Indian chefl was depofited ; and on that * 
part of the edifice which pointed up the * 
found, there was painted the refemblance of 
a human face.

On the zeth, their late vifiter from the- 
northweft, made his appearance in a large 
boat, along with about twenty men and wo­
men, and twelve children. This chief came 
along fide with great parade; his people Ting­
ing in their ufual way, with the addition of 
inllrumental mufic, fuch as a large old chelt i 
lor a drum, and two rattles. The chief was 1 
lreflefl in an old cloth cloak, that formerly 
lad been fcarlet, with fomc old gold fringe 
ibout the flioulders, and ornamented with 
nittons down each fide : - with this coat, and 
is hair full of white down, hedifplayed as 
mch importance as any Spanifh Don. He 
^ad, befides, in his boat, another old drefs, 
lat was compofed of difFerent-coloirred 

[ieces, and worn chiefly by his wife. After
[(hnrt- ft»» kt..*_ :L!.f
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ever» he foon returned ; but did not come 
011 board until he had entertained them with 
fwgi.ug and ailing different characters, 
changing his drefs for each reprefentation ; 
at the fame time,.fome of his people held up 
a large mat by way of feene, to prevent them 
on board from feeing what was going on be­
hind the curtain. At one time he appeared 
in the character of a warrior, with all the 
ferocity of an Indian about him ; and at 
another time he represented a woman, in 
which chara&er he wore a very curious mafic, 
aeprefenting a woman’s face. Afterthis en­
tertainment was over, the -chief and fome 
of his people went on board, and trade com­
menced. During the day, Captain Portlock 
bought about twenty-five pieces of good fea- 
otter (kins ; but trade was carried on in fo 
tedious a manner, that he could not purchafe 
the whole flock before the evening came on. 
The chief remained on board with one of 
his people ; and as he required a hoftage, 
Jofeph Woodcock was fent on fhore with 
his party. •

Woodcock having frequently been afhore 
as a hoftage, he was well known to the na­
tives, and they feemed very foud of his com­
pany. On one thefe occattons, he remain­
ed amoagft the Indians for three days, dur­
ing which time, he had an opportunity of 
of feeing their, cultoms and mode of living. 
Their 61th and naltinefs vrere beyond concep­
tion ; their food, which confided chiefly of 
iilh, was mixed up with (linking oil, and



lid not come 
ed them with 
: chara&ers, 
prefentation ; 
copie held up 
prevent them 
going on be- 
e he appeared 
with all the 
lim ; and at 
i woman, in 
curious mafic, 
After this en- 
ef and fome 
id trade com- 
:ain Portlock - 
i of good fea- 
ried on in fo 
not purchafe 
ing came on. 
with one of 

d a hoftage, 
n (hore with

’ been afhore 
rn to the na- 
1 of his com- 
i, he remain- 
« days, dur- 
iportunity ot 
de of living, 
rond concep- 
:d chiefly of 
in£ oil, and

Portlock and Dixon. 79
other ingredients equally difagreeable j and 
the remains of every meal Were thrown into 
a corner of their hut, which ferved them 
both to eat and fletp in, upon a heap pf the 
fame kind that was in a date of putrdfaflion.

This uncomfortable fituatinn, frequently 
induced Woodcock to take a ramble into 
the woods; but he was always narrowly 
watched by fome of his new companions, 
who feemed to apprehend that he wasjro- 
dcavouring to make his efcqpe from them. 
Once in particular, having junblcd a-Ton- 
fiderable diftance from the Indians* place 
of refidence, he began to amufr him ft If with 
whittling, not expe&ing, if the natives heard 
him, it could poKTibly be a matter ofefRrtce; 
hut in this he was miftaken, fop feveral of 
them immediately ran up to him, and ipftft- 
cd on his given over: at firlt, he did not 
comprehend their meaning, and went on 
with his whittling ; however, one of them 
foon put a flop to it, by laying his lumd on 
Woodcock’# mott^h. Except their watch­
ing him fo clofdyfc they always treated him 
with great kiudnefs, and at meal-times gave 
him what they confidered as choice .daintks ; 
mixing his fifh with plenty of (linking oti, 
which, in tjieir ppioion, gave it an addition­
al and moft'agreeable relifh ; and he found 
it no eafy matter to perfuade them to let 
him eat his fifh without fauce. I hefe poor 
wretches, by living in fa filthy a manner, 
were entirely covered with vermin, which 
they picked and cat with the granted: itUft

-7
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and compofure. Poor Woodcock foon be­
came as- mnch incumbered with vermin as 
his companions ; but life had not as yet re­
conciled him to fuch troublefome guefts, and 
he felt his fituation very difagreeable, At 
length, he perfuaded one of the women to 
rid him of them ; and (he, probably con- 
fidering them a peculiar dainty, accepted the 
office with pleafure, and Entirely cleared him.
•' Captain Portlock finding the adjacent 
neighbourhood was ftript of all their furs, 
determined to go to fea the firft opportunity. 
Accordingly, in the morning of the* 22d, 
they weighed anchor and ftood out of the 
found.

This party; from the north-weft, were 
much more addi&ed to thieving than any cf 
the Indians in the found ; and it was aftonifh • 
in g to fee, with wlvat patience they would 
wait, when once they had fixed on any thing 
to fteal, and with what dexterity they would 
convey their booty away One fellow took 
a liking to Captain Portlock’s mug, and he 
got it under his frock ; but, unfortunately 
for him, it happened to be half full of final 1 
beer; a part of which fpilling over, difeovev- 
cd the thief. Various other depredations 
were ingenioufly land fuccefsfully committed. 
* The women at this found, which has ob- 
tdrnéd the name of Portlock’s Harbour, dif- 
figure thcmfelves in a molt extraordinary 
manner* by making an incifion in the under 
lip, in which they wear a piece of wood of 
an oval form ; fomd old women had them as
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large as a tea faucer. The weight of this tren­
cher weighs the lip down, and le^tfts all the
lower teeth entirely expofed ; whi^h gives
them a very difagreeable appearance. The 1 
children have thçir lips, bored when about ! 
two years old, and put a piece of copper 
wire to prevent it from clofing : ** 1 j
wear till they are about fourteen
when they take out the wire, and introduce 
a picee of wood nearly the fize of a button.

Nothing remarkable happened in their 
paflfage from the coaft to Sandwich Iflands, 
and on the 27th of September, they faw 
Qwyhec. At day light next morning, a ^ 
multitude of canoes came off with the dif­
ferent produ&ions of the ifland, in. abund­
ance, and in the courfe of the day,\they 
bought a vaft quantity of hogs and vegeta­
bles- ' Having procured an ample fupply df * 
provifions, Captain Portlock left Owhyhee, 
qnd fliaped a courfe for A tool, >and in the 
morning of the 3d of O&obcr, they edged 
away for Wymoa Bay In running along, 
a number of canoes came off, and gave them 
to underftand that the king was at Oneebovt, 
and that he had tabooed the hogs before he 
fet out for that Ifland r they alfo informed 
the captain, that Captain Dixon had left a 
letter for him with Abbenooe, which lay rit 
his houfe at Wymoa, On this# "Captain 
Portlock ftretched in for th* bay. Soon af­
terwards, Tabeira, fon to Abbenooe, came 
on board, and informed him that the letter

f H tVV: k «’»"!nt4v 4'

/



» *8a Voyage of '.
was tabooed in his father’s houfé, and that 
it could not be had until Abbenooe either 
came himjtelf, or fent directions for its being 
delivered. Finding this the cafe, they bore 
away for Onechow, and came to an anchor 
there on the 4th; i - <

In the afternoon, the-kibg, accompanied 
by Abbenooe, and molt of the other prin­
cipal tr.cii of Oncehow. came on board, and 
brought with them a good quantity of yams 
and potatoes. Abbenooe told Captain Port- 
lockythat he would immediately difpatch a 
mefienger for his letter, and preifed him 
hard to (lay till the man’s return; which he 
fa d woill be in thirty-fix hours This be- 
iajp a good‘opportunity of procuring a dock 
ot yams, the captain willingly complied with 
Abbenooes requed. A chief of fome con- 
fequenee, named Tabooaraanee, belonging 
to Owhybee, took his pafiage on board the 
King George to Oneehow, and was receiv­
ed by the king and principal men with much 
fatisfa&ion. This chief informed Capta n 
Portlock that he was prefent when Captain 
Cook Was killed ; and on feeing a bayonet 
iâ the cabin, he laid hold of it, and faid the 
Orooo, the name by which Captain Cook 
was diftinguiihed, was killed by a weapon of 
that kind, the point entering between his 
iboulders and coming out ?t his bread.

Early nexjt mornings Abbcnooe’s_mcffen- 
ger letirrne^frôm Atooi, with Captain Dix­
on’s letter;-; ’’Ezerÿhhing now being rea ly 
for fea, th y weigh d anchor and got under
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fail, >in order to proceed to China, which 
was the next place of their diftef'ation.

On the 4th of November, they paflcd the 
I liquids of Saypan and Tinian, which had 
a moft beautiful appearance»

At day-light in the morning of tfie 18th, 
they were furroundcd by a great number of 
Cbinefe fifhing boats:; and foon afterwards, 
feeing à Chinefc vcflel fleering towards them,< 
they fhortned fail,: and fent a boaton board 
her for apiilot ; th^ boat prefently returned 
with one, and Captain Portlock agreed with 
himtd carry the flop to Macro. The) an*"' - 
chored in Macao Roads on the 20th, and ' 

the .Whaleboat was fent on (hore to-Macao.
Next morriing the boat returnee^, “and the 

officer brought a letter from Captain Dixon,, 
informing them of hisfafe arrival in China. ;

HâNing tiniffied their bufinefs at ^Mac o, t 
on 23d they proceeded towards Wampoaÿi». 
at which place they came to anchor on the » 
25th,! whdre they met with Captain Dixon, 
whof< proceedings we fliall now briefly Àar» i 
rate, from the time of their reparation^ to J 
their arrival at China.,f r. - .1

After the veffel parted company, Captain 
Dixon fleered for. the paflage between Cape 
HLnchihbroolte arid Montagu lfland, sind
» . ._!_***____ _■ i, JÜL ,,«1. Ml,

ti
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appearance of an inlet, the captain, deter*!}] 
mined toekaminc it, as there was aprtbabili. ;; 
ty ofq finding;inhabitants, and èonfeqnehtlT
fomtirado migbtbbd «pedltck: AiccocdibgV
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ly, next morning, the fécond mate was fent 
in the boat to look for {anchoring ground ; 
and foon afterwards he returned with an ac­
count that he had found an ;excellent har­
bour, and feen a number of inhabitants ; on 
which they flood in, and came to an anchor 
in the evening. Thefe people were found 
to be a different nâtion from thofe of Prince 
William’s. found ; not only from thdr dif­
ference of language but from the conftruéfi- 
ooy of their canoes, which were altogether 
of wood, and very neatly fmi:hed. They 
were greately pleafed with the arrival of the 
/hip ; and tmderftanding that they were come 
for furs, an old man brought ten! excellent 
fea-otter fkins, which he fold for toweea. 
This circumftance, together with their fee­
ing very few ornaments amongft the Indians, 
gave them reafon to expeft a good traffic ; 
but a few days convinced them that their 
conjctiures were buik on a fandy foundation, 
for they procured very few valuable furs, 
and the Indians were remarkably tedious in 
their trading. 1

This harbour was calculated to contain a- 
bout feVenty ’inhabitants, including women 
and children ; they in general ate about the 
middle, ftae j their limbs ftraight *nd well 
fhaped ; but, like the other inhabitants on 
the coaft, are partioulàrly fond of painting 
their faces with a variety of colours ; fo that 
it m be eafy matter to dücovef their real 
complexion.: hdwever, one woman was pre- 

iîçd on, by perfuafioa arid à trifling pre-

v „
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fent, to wafh bet face and hands, and the 
alteration it made in her appvafrance was 
absolutely furprifmg; her countenance had all 
the cheerful glow of ah Englilh milk maid ; 
and the healthy red which flulhed her cheek 
was even beautifully cotitrafted with the 
wbitencfe of her neck ; her eyes were black 
and fparkling ; her eye broWs the fame crol* 
our, and moll beautifully1 arched ; her fore­
head fo remarkable clear, that- the trànflu- 
cent reins'were fee» merit» deri fig. ere h in their 
minuted branches ; in fhort (he was what 
would be reckoned hsmdfome, even in Eng­
land. But this fynrmetry of features is en­
tirely dedroyèd by a cuftom extremely fin1^ 
gular ; an aperture is made in the thick part 
of the under lip, and increafed by degreed 
in a line parallel with the mouth, and eqdal-: 
ly long. Im this aperture a piece of wood 
is ccrtidantly wore, of in- elipti^al form, a-* 
bout half an inch thick ; the fuperficies not 
flat, but hallowed out on each fide like a 
f}>oon. This curious piece of wiood is wore 
only by the women, and fdetos to be con- 
fidcred as a mark of diftintiion, as it is ndt 
uftied by aH indifcih’fmOatefyy bu# Only by 
Lhofe who appeared in :a! fuperiërftritîcn itpT 
Ire reft. r-:‘rif i.it-:

TTheir habitations are the AcÀ wretched 
oHh that can be coffetived z a fcw pdW' 
nek in tbe gr6nnd, wkhcut orüeedf itgtr* 

larityf encléfda and covered wkhloofe boards, 
Iconititute their hut ; and fo little ca/e is Hkth 
in their conftrudlion, that they are quite in-
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fufficKQt to keep put the fmvv* or r»ti ; the 
numerous chinks and, crannies ferve, how- , 
ever; *0 let cut the fmok-e, no .^particular 
aperture being left for that,,purpofe. The 
infide of tbefe dwellings exhibits a complete 
pi&ury of,dirt and filth, indoleocqaad lazi- 
nefs. ijtn /hort, /he^ho)e ferved jto (hew ,in 
luJw wretched a (late it is pofl*b)e for In*.., 
ruan, beings to, cxift g and yvf [thefe? people 
aPP»ar, ^onifertfed; thefr .iUwtipn,t *nd 1 
probably enjoy. a greater portion pf tranquil­
lity thap js to be found undcr^the gilded., 
roofs-to f the mod defpptic monarch, it is 
probable, .-howeyer* the chief rcafon 
why thefe Indian^ .ttlkç po greater pains, in , 
the Itrudure of their, habitations is, their , 
ipigratory lives j. for po (oonçr does .the maf- 
ter of a tribe, gad ganjebfig‘1) <o grow fçarce, 
or h|h,/i*t fojphfnV.ifuAbp priced, than he 
talées down his htijt, pifta the bvafdsiinto his 
c^pg^e^and j^ddlça. avyKy.tp:feck;iout.for a 
fpot better adapted to his various purpofe^ ; 
whiçh having found, he pjcfently orebts his 
dwelling in the fame cartel's manubr as be- 
fpre^ ; * 1 < i1

'1 he boat» one day. was b’.ot out with ftvep 
people ,t$y catch halibut,fwHicb ?n<;very plen­
tiful at this place, but thvir fuccefs was 
macH:jb(eri0r, |o that of t*yi> ifcdia11», who 
were fifluajjr :;at the fame time v ^ltyeb'i*, 
thçfc êttçrçidioaiy, if wtf, popfid«j*lh*4 Kpr 
payent.inferiority tbc»r wkto, U> t.U^t of
CaptftinLJ>ix9p’s ;pepp}*,, 1
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They drefs their victuals by putting heat­

ed (tones into a kind of wicker balket, a- 
mongft pieces of fifh, featy pofpoife, &c. and 
covered up clofe ; fometimes they make 
broth, and fifh-foup by thw fame method 
which they always preferred to boiling ; 
though Captain Dixon gave them foroe brafs 
pans, and pointed out the mode of ufing 
them. The Indians are particular fond of 
chewing a plant, which appears to be a fpe- 
cies of tobadco $ not content, however, with 
chewing it in its fi triple ftate* they generally 
mix lime along with it, and fometimee the 
inner rind of the pine tree, together with a 
refinous fubftance extr.+ôed from it.

About a mile and a half from where the 
fhip lay at anchor, were a number of white 
rails on a level piece of ground ; at that dif- 
tance they appeared to be eonltruâed with 
fuch order and regularity, thatCaptain Dixon 
concluded them beyond4 the teach of Indian 

I contrivance, and confequently, that they were 
cre&ed by fomC civilized nation Willing 
to be fatisfied in this particular, he took an 
opportunity of going to the and to his 

Igreafc furprile, found it to be a kind ofbury- 
jing.pfcace, if that it may be called fo, where 
[dead bodies are not depo&ted » the earth.

The manner in which they difpofe of the 
[dead is very remarkable : they feparate the 
Ihead from the body, and wrapping them up 
in furs, the head i»put into a Üquwç box, 
ind the body ini} a xind of dbloug* elitû. 
A each end of the oheft nibith oonta'üï; the
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body, a thick pole, about ten feet long, is 
drove into the earth in a flanting pofition, 
fo that the upper ends meet together, anc 
are firmly lafhed with a kind of rope prepar-j 
ed for that purpofe. About two feet fronj 
the top of this arch, a fmall piece of timber 
goes acrofs, and is very neatly fitted to eacl 
pole : on this piece of timber the box, whid 
contains the head, is fixed, and flrongl) 
fecuved with rope ; the box is frequent!) 
decorated with two or three rows of fmall 
'fhella, and fbmetime teeth, which are fej 
into the wood with great ncatnefs and in] 
genuity, and as an additional ornament, ii 
painted with a variety of colours; but the pole] 
arc uniformly pointed white. The dHfiereni 
forts of fur* purchafed here, were the feaj 
otter, land-beaver, and tome cloaks mad( 
from the earlefs marmot : and the articles o| 
trade were tqwees artd beads. The native 
being ftript of all their furs, Captain Dixoj 
weighed anchor on the 4th of June, an<| 
flood out of the harbour, fiiaping his cour 
along fhore to the foutbw*rd.f I V i 

On the Mth, they faw Cape Edgecumbf 
and the fame afternoon, opengd a very larg| 
and extenfive bay, which had every appea 
aeice of an excellent hybeur; but; nigt 
coming op, they did noi come to anchor.
>1 The next morning qft day light, they 
gaie food for the bay, and foon taw a larç 
boat full of people, a very confide» able di| 
tance out at fea, making towards them 
fait as poffibld 1 fhe hoifted Something whic
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had the appearance of a white flag. ; $he 
was found to be an Indian canoe, which be­
longed to the place they were (leering for. 
What had been taken for a white flag, on 
feeing the canoe, was a tuft of white feathery, 
which the Indians had hoilted at the top of 
a long pole, as an emblem of peace or friend- 
(hip. They purehafed a few furs from the 
people in the canoe, and were given to un- 
derfland, that they would meet with plenty 
in the adjacent harbour, which encouraged 
them to proceed. At twelve o'clock they 
came to an anchor, iu an excellent and well 
fheltered iituation. One of >hc mates, who 
had been out in the whale-boat to expotine 
the harbour, faw a large cave,* formed by 
nature in the fide of a mountain,J about four 
miles to the northward of the anchoring, 
birth : curiofity prompted him to goon (bore, 
in order to examine it, as there appeared 
fomethiug, which at a didance looked bfigbfc. 
and fparkling On getting into the cave, 
he found the objeél which attracted his at­
tention, to be a fquare .with a human 
head in it, depofue4 in the manner already 
(^efcriUed at Port Mulgrave ; the box was 
very bç^utifuly ornamented with fraall (bells* 
and feemed to have been left there recently., 
. By daylight, in the morning, of,the 15th, 

they had’a. number of catiops, full of,in­
habitants along fide : after a contiderable 
time fpçpt in tinging, a brifle trade cqn|- 
menced. and they bought a number of ex-

M
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cellent Tea-otter Ik ins. The people Teemed 
far more lively and alert, than thefe they had 
left at Port Mulgvave ; and from every ap­
pearance, they had reefon to expect an ex­
cellent trade at this place To-es were the 
article of traffic held in the hrft eflimatTofl 
by the natives Befidcs thefe they traded 
vith pewter bafons, hatchets, buckles, and 
rings Beads of eveiy fort, were conftantly 
fifufed with contempt, when offered by way 
of barter, and would fcarcely be accepted 
of as p <Tents.

Am >ngft the people who came to trade, 
was an old man, who feemed remarkably In­
tel ige t : he gave them to underfland, that 
a goo J while ago there had been two veffels 
at ; n hor near this place, one of which was 
cm fi crably larger than the Queen Charlotce; 
that they carried a great number of guns ; 
and[t at the people refembled them in co­
lour a d drefs. lie ffoewed Captain Dixon 
a white fhirt they had given him, and which 
he, Feemed to regard as a great curiofity : 
on examining it, the captain found it to be 
m:de after the Spanifh fafhion, and immédi­
at» ly judged thefe veffefs deferibed by the 
I; dial to be the Spaniards, who were on 
this v-raft in i 775.

« TnoujgH trade principally engaged Cap­
ta- n'DixdtPs attention, yet a variety of ne- 
Ctffary employments were carried on, and 
parties were frequently fent on fhore to cut 
fire*wood, and fill water.
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At fir ft the natives behaved civilly enough, 

and fuffcred the people to follow their vari­
ous employments unmoiefted -y but they foon 
grew very troublefome, and attempted to 
pick their pockets, and even to fteal their 
laws and axes, in the moil open, daring 
manner: indeed they could fcarcelyT'Vr re- 
(Irained from thefe proceedings without vio­
lence : but this it was neither the captain’s 
intereft nor inclination to offer, if it could 
potiihly be a voided. Luckily, the natives 
had frequently feen him {hoot birds, and ae 
the people went on fhore well armed, the 
fight of a few muikets kept the Indian* in 
in a kind of awe.

This harbour, which Captain Dixon d»C* 
guifhed by the name of Norfolk Sound, is a 
very extenfive place ; but how far it ftretebes 
to the northward is uncertain. The fhore 
here, in common with the reft of the coaft, 
abounds with pines. 1 here are alfo great 
quantities of the witch-hazle, and various 
hinds of flowering trees and fhrubs ; àmongft 
which were wild gooft berries, currants, 
and rafpberries ; wild patfley is found in gréât 
plenty. The faranne, , or wild lily tool, 
grows here in great plenty and perfection. 
There are very few wild Lucies or geefe feen 
here, and thofc fhy anddifficolt of approach* 
Captain Dixon was frequently on fhore witjh 
his fowling piece, but he (hot any thing the! 
came in his way, indiscriminately \ his no* 
tive being rather to (hew the Indians th<^ off 
feds of firearms, than to purfoe gamt;

% ' 1
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and the event fhewed that his intention was 
completely anfwered.

Fifh, being the only frefh provifion in 
theif power to obtain, the boat was fnquent- 
lvgfent out with fix hands, to catch fifh for 
tne (hip’s company ; and they were always 
tolerably fuccefsful, catching great numbers 
of fine rock-fifh, and fome hake, but very 
few halibut. 1 here are great quantities t f 
mufcles in fome parts of the Sound. The 
rwnber of inhabitants in the harbour were 
eilimâted at four hundred and fifty, includ­
ing women and children. Their make, 
fttape and features, are pretty much the fame 
with thofe at Port Mulgrave. Their faces 
are alfo painted with a variety of colours. 
The women ornament, or rather diftort their ' 
lips, in the fame manner as has already been 
deferibed ; and it ftiould feem, that the fe­
male, who carries the largeft piece of wood, 
is molt refpeéfed by her friends, and the 
community in general. This curious oper­
ation of cutting the under lip of the females, 
never take place during their infanàÿ. When 
the girls arrive at the age of fourteen or 
fifteen, the centre of the under lip, in the 

j thick part of the mouth, is fimply perforat- 
\ ed, and a piece of copper wire introduced 
» to prevent the aperture from clofing : the 

aperture afterwards is lengthened from time 
! to time in a line- parallel with tftc m&ith, 

and the wooden ornaments ire enlarged in 
j proportion, till they are frequently increaf- 

ed to three, *nd even’four inches in length,

it'.
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and nearly as wide ; but this generally hap­
pens, when the matron is advanced in years, 

Their traffic, and indeed all their con­
cerns, appear to be condu&cd with great 
order and regularity : they conftantly came 
along-fide to trade, at day light in the morn 
ing ; and never failed to fpend more than 
half an hour in finging, before the traffic 
commenced.- The chief of a tribe has the 
tntire nrfhag.ment of all the trade belong- 
i ig to his peopie, and takes infinite pains 
to difpofe of their furs advantageoufly. 
Should a different tribe come along-fide to 
trade, whilft he is engaged m traffic, tiny 
wait with patience till he has done ; and, 
if in their opinion, he has made a good 
market, they frequently employ him to fell 
their fkins ; fometimes, indeed, they are 
extremely jealous of each other, and life c- 
1 cry precaution to prevent their neighbours 
from obferving what articles they obtain, 
n exchange for their commodities. When 
lie traffic of the day is pretty well over, 
hey begin to ftng, and never leave off till 
he apropch of night ; thus beginning and 
nding flic day in the fame manner.

A chief having obtained fome Sandwich 
Hand cloth in batter, bad it foon made up 
t the country form, and feemed more proud 
f his newly acquired drefs, than ever Lon- 
on beau of a birth-day fuit. 'The captain 
as greatly pleafed with this proof of tltefe 
eople’s ingenuity and difpatch. 'Hie coat 
tted exceedingly well; the feams were fewed
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with all the ftrength the cloth would admit 
of, and with a degree of neatnefs equal to 
that of an Englifh mantua-maker.

On their endeavouring to get the mean­
ing of fome words in the Indian language, 
from one of the chiefs, and pointing to the 
fun, he gave them to undcrftand their appa­
rent fuperiority, in pofleffing various ufeful 
articles, which the Indians did not, yet that 
origin was the fame ; that they both came 
trom above ; and that the fun animated and 
kept alive every ^creature in the univeife. 
This man had, no doubt, fome idea of the 
Supreme Being ; and if the probability of 
their morning and evening hymn, being in­
tended as a kind of adoration to that Su­
preme Being, be admitted, it will ferve to 
give ne very inadequate idea of their reli-| 
gion.

By the 2 2d, the natives having difpofed 
of every thing worth carrying away, Captain 
Dixon determined to leave the harbour the 

Jirû: opportunity: and the next day, a light 
breeze coming on from the weft ward, they 
weighed and got under fail. It was tfie 
captain’s intention to keep well in with the 
land, all along the çoait, in order to ex­
amine every place, where there was a pro­
bability of finding inhabitants. At fixl 
oVilock, a fine entrance prefenting itfelf tc 
the eaft north-eaft, the (food iu for it, an< 
foon afterwards -came to ançhor in a fecurd 
harhlour, completely land-locked, and with! 
rn mulkct (hot at the (hore, though this‘ay1
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geared a moft eligible fpot for the natives to 
take up their abode in, yet no people wen: 
to be feen.

The morning of the 24th was very fine, 
hut (till no Indians were to be feen, on which 
Captain Dixon went in the whale-boat to 
look .for inhabitants in the adjacent creeks 
and harbours. A paffage up a corner of the 
bay, to the eaflward of their ftation, firft 
engaged his attention ; but he returned with­
out fuccefs, The creek ran a ccnfiderable 
diflance inland, and terminated at the foot 
of a mountain, from whence it received a 
copious fupply of frefli water Near this 
place were vertiges of an Indian hut, which 
feemed to harve been recently taken away, 
and probably had been the refidencc of fomc 
hunting party. Various kinds of flowers 
and flowering fhrubs were fpringing up in 
the valley, near the rivulet, and though no 
inhabitants were found here, yet the place 
feems peculiarly Eligible for a fummer refi- 
dence.

The afternoon and following day were em­
ployed by the captain itr Searching for in­
habitants, but with no better facet fs than 
Before. This harbour obtained the name 
of Port Banks, in honour of Sir Jofeph 
Bank». The profjreft of Port Banks, 
though rather confined, yet has fomething 
in it more pleating and romantic, than any 
•hey had feen on the coaft. ■ The land, to 
the northward and fouthward, rifes to a 
confiderable elevation but though its fides
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arc perpetually covered with fnow, yet the 
numerous pines, which ever and anon pop 
out their bulhy heads, entirely diveft it. of 
that dreary and horrific cad, which the bar­
ren mountains to the north-weft of Cook’s 
River poflefs. To the caftward, the land 
is confiderably lower, and the pines appear 
to grow in the mod regular and txadl order ; 
thefe, together with bufhwoods and fhi-ubs 
on the furrounding beaches, form a moft 
beautiful contrail to the higher land render 
the appearance of the whole truly pleafmg 
and delightful

Leaving Port Banks, on the 26th of June, 
they kept (landing to the fouthxvard, and on 
the 2d of July, they faw feveral canoes full 
of Indians, making towards them; and 
when the canoes came up with the (hip, they 
had the pleafnre of feeing a number of ex­
cellent beaver clokes, which .the Indians at 
Hilt, were not inclined to fell, though they 
endeavoured to tempt them, by exhibiting 
\;.rious articles of trade. Their attention 
was entirely taken up with viewing the vef- 
fel, which they apparently did with marks 
of wonder and fupprife.,; their curif
clity in fume mealure^ fufc^ided, they began 
to trade, and Captain^, Dixon prefcptly 
bought all their ikies' aiul çlokes, in ex­
change for tuweesL. which tbejpfemcd moli 
to admire. TJhefe people' made figes for 
the (hip to, go in toward^Jhçre »? giving then* 
to tint er land, that they would.,, find mere 

ihabuants aud plenty offurs.^,Qn ftanding-u
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in within a mile of the Ihore, they faw an 
Indian town, confifting of fix huts, built in 
a regular manner, and pleafantly fituated ; 
but the fhore was rocky, and afforded them 
no place to anchor in. However, they hove 
to, in order to trade with the Indians, who 
by this time were about the rtiip in ten 
canoes, containing one hundred and twenty 
people, many of whom brought beautiful 
lea-otter cloaks, others excellent Heins ; and, 
in fhort, none came empty handed ; and 
the rapidity with which they fold them, was 
a ciicumltance additionally pleating: they 
fairly quarrelled with each other who fhould 
fell his cloak firft, and fome aftually 
threw their furs on board, if nobody was 
at hand to receive them : but particular 
care was- taken to let none go from the 
veffel unpaid. Towces were the only arti­

cles bartered with on this oçcafion, and in 
lefs than an holir, near three hundred fea- 
otter (kins were purchafed, of an excellent 
quality.

in the forenoon of the 3d, feveral canoes 
came along-fide, but they found them to be 
the Indians traded with the day before, and 
that they were dripped of every thing worth 
purchafing.

In the afternoon of the 5th, they met 
with a frefh tribe of Indians, bringing- a 
number of good cloaks, which they difpof- 
ed of very eagerly ; but trade now feemed 
to have taken a different turn ; brafs pans,

N
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pewter bafons, and tin kettles, being the
artirlw nrwxfl •'0 ----------- 1 1

______ -..v, •.«•» Mines, being the
articles mult efleemed by thefe people. The
Indians did not leave the fhip till evening 
rame on, and then promifed to return the 
next morning with more furs.

In the forenoon of the 6th, they return­
ed with fome excellent fea-otter cjoaks,
which they diipofed of with the fame facility 
as before.

Meeting now with a frefh tribe of Indians, 
Captain Dixon was convinced that coafling 
along fhore, to the eaftward, was attended 
with better and fpcedier. fucccfs, than lying 
tit anchor could poffibly be. Being clofe 
in fhore in the afternoon of the yth, a num­
ber of canoes wire ften putting off, on 
which they Ihortned fail and lay to for them. 
Thefe people lived in a very large hut, built 
on a fmall ifland, and well fortified after the 
manner of an Hippah, on which account 
this place was difiinguifhed by the name rf 
Hippah Ifland. The tube who inhabit this 
Hippah, fee m,well defended by nature from 
'any bidden affault of their enemies ; for the 
afeent to it, from the beach, is deep and 
difficult of acceff. And the other fides are, 
well barricadottj^with pines and bruihwood. 
Notwithfianding which, they have been at 
infinite pains in rating additional fences of 
vails and boards. A number of circumftances 
had occurred, finee their firfl trading in 
Cloak Bay. which ferved to fliew, that 
the inhabitants at this place were of a more 
favage difpifition, than any Indians met
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with on the coaft : andthcrc was great rea-, 
fon to fufpeft, that they were cannibals in 
fome degree. However, on coming along, 
fide, they traded very quietly, and ftrongfy 
importuned the crew to go on fhore : at the 
fame giving them to underhand, pointing to­
wards the eaft, that if they vifited that part 
of the coaft, the inhabitants would cut off 
their heads.

A number of excellent cloaks, and fome 
good iliins, were purchafed from this party, 
which con fitted of not more than thirty-fix 
people, and as they were well armed with 
knives and fpears, it is pro.bable they ex­
pected to meet their enemies, being equally 
prepared for war or trade.

Having done trading- with this party, 
Captain D’xon proceeded to the eaihvavd, 
and on the 9th, fell in with another tribe of 
Indians, from whom he purchafed fome very 
good furs. In one of the canoes was an 
old man, who appeared,to have fome authori­
ty over the reft, though he had nothing to 
difpofe of ; he gave them to underftand, 
that in another part of thefe iflands, pointing 
to the ça ft ward, he could procure a plenti­
ful fupply of furs : on which Captïïin Dix­
on gave him a light-horfeman's cap. * This 
pvefent added greatly to his confeqtiencc, 
and procured him the envy of his compamf. 
oils in the other canoes, who beheld the"ban 
with fa longing eye, and feemed to with 
it in their poffeflion. Thefe were like wife 
a few women amongft them, who all feetr.-'i
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td pretty well advanced in years : their un­
der lips were ditlovted in the fame manner 
as thofe of the women at Port Mulgrave and 
Norfolk Sound, and the pieces of wood 
were particular large. Captain Dixon, with 
fome difficulty purchafed one of thofe lip 
pieces, which was eight inches long, and 
upwards of two wide, and inlaid with a fmull 
pearly (hell, round which was a rim of cop­
per. . In (landing along (liore to the ealt- 
ward, they met with different tribes of Indi­
ans, with whom they traded much in the 
fame manner as before.

, On the 24th, eleven canccs came along- 
fide, containing dne hundred and eighty men, 
women and children, which was by far the 
greateff concourfe of people they had feen 
.11 any one time ; but curiofity, it feems, 
had chiefly induced the natives to vifit the 
fhip, at that time, for they brought feavee- 
Iv any tiling to fell ; indeed, till now, they 
(eldom had feen any women or children iu 
the trading parties ; for the men, probably, 
expecting to meet with their auverfaries, for 
tlie mod part left the women and children 
behind, as an ufelefs incumbrance.

The land, which they had been cruifmg 
along for fome time pail, was now judged 
to he a group of i(lands ; and as it was pret­
ty evident that no more trade could be ex­
pelled on that tide, Captain Dixon pur- 

h'pofed (landing round a point to the foutli- 
cnll, in order to try what the oppotite fide 
afforded.
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On (landing round the iflar.ds, laud was 

feen to the eaflward, which they fuppofed 
to be the continent; and on the 29th, the 
tide fetting out from that land, it frequently 
drove large patches of fca-weed, long grafs, 
and pieces of wood, by the vcffel, which 
made them conclude that there is a large 
river fetting out from that part of the coalt. 
The river called Los Revs by De Fonte, 
is near this place; and though what he fays 
about it is almolt incredible, yet, from the 
above circumftance, it appears very probable 
that there are deep inlets into the country.

In the afternoon of the 29th, no lefs than 
eighteen canoes came along-fide, containing 
more than two hundred people. This was 
not only the gieateft concomfe of traders 
they had feen, but what rendered the cir­
cumftance additionally pleafing was the 
great quantity of excellent furs they brought, 
and the facility with which they traded.

Amongft thefe traders was the old chief 
whom they had feen on the other tide of 

I thefe iflauds, and.who, now appearing to\e 
of the fir ft coufequence, Captain Dixon 
permitted him to come on board. The . 
moment he got on the quarter-deck, he be­
gan to tell a long ftory, the purport of which 

as, that he had loft in battle the cap which 
iiad been given hin^ ; and by way of cor- 
: uboratingthrs circumftance, he (hewed fever- 
al wounds which he had received in defend- 

. ig his property. Notwithftanding this, he 
pegged for another cap, intimating, at the
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fame time, that lie would never lofe it but 
with his life.

The captain, willing to gratify his ambi­
tion, made mm a prefent of another cap, 
and found it was not bellowed-in vain, for 
he became extremely.ufeful to theiii in their 
traffic, a&ing as an arbiter in, every difpute.

On Captain Dixon pointing to the ealt- 
ward, nrul afking the old man whether any 
furs were to be procured there, he gave the 
capt.iin to underfland, that it was a different 
nation from his, and that he did not even 
underftaod their language, hut was always 
at war with them ; that he had killed great 

-numbers, and had many of their heads in his 
poffelfion. He clofed his relation with ad- 
viling him not to go near that part of the 
coall, for that the inhabitants theie would 
certainly deftroy him and his people.

They endeavoured to learn how the Indians 
difpole of the bodies of their enemies who 
were'flain in Battle ; and though they could 
not imdeiÜand the chief clearly enough, 
po(ilively to afiert that thefe poor wretches 
are feafted on by the vigors, yet there is 
too much reafort to fear, that this horrid 
cultotn is pra6tifed on this part of the coall. 
The heads are always preferred as Handing 
trophies of viétory.

Next day,1 in the afternoon, eight canoes 
came off to the (hip, but they brought very 
few furs, and thofe of an inferior quality ; 
intimating, at the fame time, that their flock 
was nearly exhautled. Some of them had
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lofe it but
been out on a fifhing party, and caught a 
number of halibut, which proved a deafon- 
able cefrtfitment to the (hip’s company.
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It being pretty evident that few furs more 
were to be expcÂed front this part, Captain 
Dixon judged it mod prudent to make for 
King George’s Sound, efpecially as the 
lime was nearly at hand when he expefted 
to join Captain Portlock at that place.

On the iff of Augufl, in the evening, a 
canoe, with fourteen Indians, came along­
side, but had nothing to fell ; they gave 
the people on deck to underhand, that one 
of their companions was killed with a muf- 
ket (hot, which had been fired to intimidate 
fome plunderers ; and, at the fame time, en­
deavoured to make them fenfible that/they 
were not at variance with them on that ac­
count. Indeed, they, came along tide the
Vpfiel without the leal! fear.

The iflands juff left have .proved uncom­
monly foitunate ; a few remarks concerning 
them may, perhaps, not. be unacceptable to 
the reader. There is every real on to (up- 
pofe, not only from the number of inlets 
they met, wit hr in coaffiny along the (bore, 
but from meeting the fame inhabitants on 
the oppofite fidcs of the coaft, that this is 
not one continued land, but rather forms a 
group of illands, and as fuch they were dif-
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met with here fufficiently indicated, that 
the natives have had no intercourfe what­
ever with any civilized nation ; and there 
is no doubt but Captain Dixon may jultly 
claim the honour of adding Queen Charlotte’s 
Iflands to the geography of this part of the 
coaft. The ornaments feen amongft them 
were very few ; and it is probable, that their 
kvives and fpears have bttfn obtained by war 
rather than traffic, as there feems to be an 
univerfal variance amongft the different 
tribes.

The natives of this coaft, in general, are 
very jealous of their women, and would fel- 
dom permit them to come on board ; but 
this was not altogether the cafe wit 1 thefc 
favages, many of whom not only permitted 
but urged their females to come on board, 
whenever invited ; but it was foon found, 
that they were not inftigated to pay thufe 
vifits from any amorous difpofition, but 
merely for the fake of plunder, as they were 
by far the molt rapacious theives that had 
been feen during the voyage. Notwithltand- 
ing the general tenor of thefe women’s be­
haviour, one inftance of feeling and fenfibtl- 
ity was met with amongft them, 'which was 
perfectly aftonifhing, and is not, perhaps, 
always to be feen amongft the fex m civiliz­
ed countries.

A chief and his wife were very dçfirous 
to fee the (hip. Captain Dixon, willing to 
gratify them in thre particular, permitted 
them to come on board. They had a little
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child along with them, of which they Teem­
ed particularly found- and n<-t caring to truft 
it with the people in their canoe, the chief 
came on board by himfelf, leaving their ten­
der charge with his wife When the poor 
fellow firft came on deck, he was a good 
deal frightened, and. began to fing, and 
make a number or humiliating geftures.
Bÿ degrees he grew eafy, and was prevailed 
on to go down into the cabin ; having ftaid 
there fome time, he came upon deck^’ arid 
after fatisfying his curiofity witlooking ait 
various things, went into his canoe very well 
pleafed. The woman, after giving her in­
fant a maternal kifs, came over the fide with­
out the leaf! hefitation ; and when fhe got 
on.ithe quarter-deck, gave them to undef- 
ftand, fhe was only come to fee the vefl'el, 
and with a modeft diffidence in her looks, 
endeavoured to befpeak their indulgence and 
permiffion for that purpofe. Having taken 
notice of every thing which fi.emed to at­
tracted her attention, Captain Dixon made 
her a prefenj of a Aiïtig of beads for ah 
ornament to each ear, and a number of but­
tons, with which fhe was highly pkafed, 
and made her acknowledgments in the btft 
maùmét. file wae ablef*' She was fcarcely got 
into* the cauoe, before a nwnber of women 
flocked about her, and feeing the beads in 
her ears,' began to talk very earneftlv : moft 
probably to tax her with inconstancy, for 
fhe immediately ctifped her infant to her

O >ia
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breaft with unfpcakable fondncfs, and burd 
into ,a flood of tears ; and it was a coniidera- 
blv time before the foothing of her hufband, 
and apologies of her friends, could bring 
back her former cheerfulnefs and tranquility.

Htiving procured a very confiderable num­
ber of valuable furs among thole iflands, 
Captain Dixon flood on for King George’s 
Sound, and on the 8th of Augud, being 
then no great didance from the entrance in­
to that harbour, they faw a fail, and prefent- 
ly afterwards a fmaller vtfiel in company ; 
which proved to be two veffels from Lon­
don, belonging to the fame owners as^the 
King George and Queen Charlotte. Thcfe 
vefitls had been in King George’s Sound, 
but the King George was not arrived there. 
As, therefore, there was no necefiity for the 
Charlotte to proceed into that harbour, they 
took leave of their new partners in trade, 
and fhaped a courfe for Sandwich Iflands.

A few general remarks concerning the 
coad of America, in addition to what has 
beep faid, may not be difplealing to the rea- 
der. . # ;

This vad country, with very little devia­
tion, has the appearance of one continued 
fvrvft. Therfoil on the; hills-is a kind of 
ccmpod, confiding of fotten mefs and old 
decayed trees. This is frequently walked 
down into the valleys by the fuddén meitiug 
of the fnow, and there incorporating with a 
light fand, forms a, foil* in-, which' mod - of
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the Englifh hortulan productions might be 
cultivated with fuccefs. '

What number of inhabitants the coaft, 
from Cook’s River to King George’s Sound, 
may contain, is not eafy to determine with 
any degree of certainty ; but from a moder­
ate computation, there cannot be lefs than 
ten thoufand. The hair of both fexes is 
long and black, and would be an ornament 
to them, were it rot for the large quantities 
of greafe and red ochre conlfantly rubbed 
into it, which not only gives it a difgufting 
appearance, hut affords a never failing har­
bour for vermin. Sometimes, indeed, the 
women keep their hair in decent" order, 
parting it from the forehead to the crown, 
and tying it behind after the manner of a 
club. The young men have no beards ; 
but this does not arife from a natural want 
of hair on that part, for the old men had 
beards all over the chin, and fome of them 
had whifkevs on each tide the upper lip. As 
this fuppofed defeCt among the natives of 
America has occaftoned much fpeculalive

tv underftand, that young men got rid of 
their beards by plucking them out, but as 
they advance in years the hair is fuffered to 
grow. ,

Though thefe poor favages are, in their 
general manners, truly in a ftate of uncul­
tivated barbarifm, yet in one inftance they

enquiry amongft the learned and ingenious, 
every opportunity was taken of learning 
how it was oecationed ; and they were given
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can boaft of a refinement equal to that of- 
more polite nations ; and that is gaming, 
which is carried on here to a very great pitch. 
The only gaming implements they faw, 
were fifty-two fmall round bits of wood, 
about the lize of the middle finger, and dif­
ferently marked with red paint. A game is 
played by two pevfbns with thefe pi ices of 
wood, and it chiefly confills in placing them 
in a variety of politions. A man at Port 
Mulgrave loft a knife, a fpear, and feveral 
towees, at this game, in lefs than an hour. 
Though his lofs was at lcaft equal to an 
Euglith gamelltr lofing his tftate, yet the • 
poor fellow bote his ill fortune with great 
patience and equanimity of temper.

lime is calculated by moons, and remark­
able çvents are remembered with eafe, for 
one generation ; but whether for any longer 
period is very doubtful.

After quiting the American coaft , they 
fleered for Sandwich Ifland, and arrived in 
light of Owhyhee on the 5th of September. 
The next day they were furrounded by a num­
ber of canoes and the Indians traded .very ea-. 
gerly ; many of them climbing up the fhip’s 
fide for that purpofe, and numbers not mere­
ly to gratify their curiofity, but to watch an 
opportunity for carrying off fome prize.

Having procured a good fupply of hogs 
and vegetables, together with a large quan­
tity of excellent line for making rope, at 
Owhyhee, they fleered for Whohoa, and 
anchored .ia King George’s Bay on the joth.
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The next day about noon, the king came 

on board, and repeatedly inquired for Po­
pote : after (laying feme time, and receiving 
a few prefents, he returned on (here.

By the 1 3th, the wooding and watering 
bufinefs being compleated, they weighed 
anchor-and made fail for Atooi. Before- 
they were well out of King George’s Bay,, 
they faw a large canoe putting off in a hur­
ry, and when it came near, they found it 
to be Taheeterre and his attendants. When 
the king came on board, he feemed forry 
they fhould leave Whahoa fo foon, and at 
the fame time frequently infmuated, that 
their being fo fpeedily fupplied with wood 
and water, was in confequence of his im­
mediate orders for that purpofe ; and that1 
the fame refpeélful attention (liquid be {hewn 
to Popote whenever he arrived. On this 
Captain Dixon made him a prefent of a few 
faws and axes, which pleafed him greatly; 
and he took his leave with many proftffions 
of friendftiip. * -"K r-. ;

On the > 1.6th* they arrived near the eaft 
|iide of Atooi, and on (landing along {bore they 

rerejoined by a great number of Canoes. The 
people rejoiced to fee them again ; numbers 
alked after Pupote, and feemed concerned 
that he was not in their company.

In the afternoon they anchored in Wy- 
raoa Bay. Early the next morning, they 
were iurrounded with canoes, bringing the 
greateft abundance of fine hogs and rtget- 

; and Abbenooc was particularly anxi*'
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ous to accommodate Captain Dixon with 
every thing in his power.

On the 18th their decks were crowded 
with vifiters of rank, amongft the reft Ty- 
heira, fon to Abbenoue, introduced his wife 
and two little boys : the eldeft was about 
four years old, the younger an infant in his 
mother’s arms. Tyheira by way of a com­
pliment, had named his eldeft Popote, after 
Captain Portlock ; and the other Ditteana, 
after Captain Dixon. In the forenoon, Ta- 
aao came on board, in a large double canoe, 
accompanied by another, in which were his 
daughter and two nieces. The attendants 
on thtfe great perfons were very numerous, 
and joined in a heeva, or fong on their com­
ing along-fide, fuperior to any thing of the 
king ever heard at thefe iflands,

The king was greatly pleafed to fee them 
again ; and enquired particularly after Po­
pote. He feemed felicitous to accommo­
date them with every thing the ifl^nd afford'- 
ed ; and, indeed, all the chiefs vied with 
each other in fupplying their various wants. 
Amongft the many inftances of kindnefs 
and good-natured attention they met with 
at this time, from thé chiefs in general, an 
a&ion of Nohomaitahaite's mult not be o- 
mitted, as it does him the greateft honour, 
and would refleft credit eveç on a perfon of 
education and reftned fenûbility. Noho- 
maitahaite had been often on board when 
t hey were laft at Atooi* and by'thàt means 
uv aà >perfonally acquainted with all the peo-
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pie. Being naturally curious and inquifi- 
live, he now took an opportunity of going 
amongft them, to afk a number of qtiefljons 
about the voyage. On going down between 
decks, he met with the carpenter, who had 
been troubled with a lingering ditorder, for 
a confidcrable time, and at prefent was very 
weak and poorly. His pale countenance , 
and emaciated figure, affected poor Noho- 
maitahaite very fenfibly ; a tear of pity dole 
unheeded down his cheek ; and he began 
to enquird abôut hie complaint, in a tone of 
tendernefs and coir.pafiion ? feeing him very 
weak and infirm, he gently chafed and preff- 
ed the fmewsand mufclesof his legsantdthighs, 
and gave him all the confolation in his pow­
er. Prefently afterwards he came upon deck, 
called his canoe, and went on (here in a hur­
ry, without taking leave of any perfon on 
the quarter-deck, which was contrary to his 
ufual cuftom ; but he returned very fhortly, 
bringing a fine fowl along with him, which 
he immediately carried down to the carpen­
ter, told him to have it dreffed immediately, 
and he hoped it would make him better in a 
day or two. > v> .. •$ .<■?.; .» n

At noon a firclh breeze fpringing up from 
the northward, Catkin Dixon wifbed top 
embrace this opportunity of weighing an­
chor, but on looking over his ftock-of ve. 
getables, it was judged necefiary to procurer 
a farther fupply. No fooner wer- the king 
and chiefs informed of this cirCumftance, 
than they all went on fhore, promifmg to
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return fhortly with great plenty of taro ; 
accordingly,- by three o'clock they all re­
turned, each bringing a large double canoe, 
loaded with taro and fugar-cane. I lie ex­
pedition and difpatch with which this laft 
laro was brought, both furprifed and pleafed 
Captain Dixon ; and he was not flow in mak­
ing itiitable returns. To the Icing he gave a 
pahou, a large baize cloak^edged with rib­
bon, and a very large towre, which pleafed 
him fo much, that he began to think-him- 
felf the greateft monarch in the univerfe; 
The other chiefs were rewarded with to- 
wees, axes, and faws, entirely to their fatis- 
faâioo.r The ladies too, of wbom-they had 
no fjmall number on board, were liberally 
ornamented with buttons .and beads ; in 
(hurt, all parties were perfectly pleafed, and 
were prefufe in their profeilions of kind nefs 
and acknowledgement. * *}

Thcfe people, in their temper and difpo- 
fition, arc hahnlefs, inoffenfive, and friend­
ly tnot iabjefi to paillon or eafily- provok* 
ed : in their;manners they are Kvely and 
chernfut, ever neady to arendvr any-tittle fértica 
in their power, even to ftrangers, an* pwh 
f«c dvycy'-thing-ithcyusdeàtake wi»h unre­
mitting diligence and application. When 
attached to any perfoa, they are fttady in 
their jfriendihip, and’ are not eafily ten pled 
hvntgleft the intereft of a. perfon, for Whom 
they have once profeffed a regard, i r
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with each other, it appears very copious, and 
they fpeak with great volubility when con­
vening with each other; but when converting 
with their vititers they only made ufe of thole 
words which are moftexprefliveand tignificant.

1 he Sandwich Iflanders, in general, are 
about the middle fize, their limbs ftraight and 
well proportioned. Some of the chiefs, and 
particularly the women, are inclined tp cor­
pulency, and their (kin is fmoother afid fof- 
ter than thofeof the common rank ; but this 
is xxwing to the want of exercife, and an un­
limited indulgence in the article of food. 
They are in general of a nut colour, though 
fomc of the women arc fairer, and their hands 
and fingers are remarkably fmall and deli­
cate. Both fexes go naked, except about 
the waift. The beards of the men are fuf- 
fered to grow ; their hair is cut clefeon each 
fide of the head, hut grows long from the 
forehead to the hack of the neck, fomewhat 
refetnbling a helmet. 1 he women cut ibeits 
quite dole behind, and on the top of the 
head ; the front is turned up in the form of 
a toupee, and is frequently daubed with co­
coa-nut oil, and lime made from (hells, which 
otten gives it a fandy difagreeabld colour. 
Sometimes, by way of ornament, they wear 
a wreath of flowers, fancifully difpofed, about 
the head Inftead of a bracelet, a (hell is 
tied round the wrift. and a fondnefs for this 
ornament has rendered buttons fo much ef- 
teciued by th;*fe gay dnrr.fclj in general ;
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of (hells, fattened on firings, after the man­
ner of a necklace. But the moft beautiful 
ornament wore by the women, is a neck­
lace, or araia, made from the variegated 
feathers of the humming bird, which are fix­
ed on firings, fo regular and even, as to have 
a furface equally fmooth as velvet ; and the 
rich colour of the feathers gives it an appear­
ance equally rich and elegant. The caps 
and cloaks, wore by the men, are (till fu- 
perior in beauty and elegance. The cloaks 
are in general about the fize of thofe worn by 
the Spaniards ; the ground is net work, and 
the feathers are fewed on in alternate fquares, 
or triangular forms of red and yellow, which 
have a moft brilliant appearance. The 
ground of the caps is wicker work in the 
form of a helmet ; the elevated part, from 
the f yehead to the hind part of the neck* 
is about a hands breadth, and generally co­
vered with yellow feathers, the fides of the 
cap with red. : his cap together with the 
cloak, has an appearance equally fplendid, 
if not fupevior tu any fcarlet and gold what­
ever. Thefe truly elegant ornaments are 
fcarce, and only pofTcfled by chiefs of high 
rank, who wear them| on extraordinary oc- 
cafions. There are cloaks of an inferior 
kind, which have only a narrow border of 
red and yellow feathers the reft being covered 
with feathers of the tropic and man of war 
bird. Nor are thele caps and cloaks, -though 
confefledly elegant in a f>upcrior degree, the 
the neck too. is decorated with various fort»
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only proofs of invention and ingenuity (hewn 
by thefe people in matters of ornament. 
Their mats are made with a degree of neat- 
nefa equal to any of European mar)ufa&urer, 
and prettily diverfified with a variety of fi­
gures ftained with red. Cloth is another ar­
ticle which gives thefe Indians equal fçope 
for fancy and invention. It is made from the 
Chinefe paper mulberry tree, and when wet 
is beat out with fmall fquare pieces of wood, 
from twelve to eighteen inches wide, and af­
terwards ftamped with various colours, and 
a diverfity of patients. The different co- <; 
lours with which their cloth is Itamped, are 
extradled from vegetables found in the woods. 
Fans and fly-flaps arc ufed by both fexes. 
The fans are ufually made of the cocoa-nut 
fibres, neatly wove; the mounting is of 4'.^ 
fquare form, and the handle frequently de­
corated with hair.

Their houfes greatly refemble a hay ftack^ 
in fhape, and are neatly thatched with flags J 
or rufhes ; the door place is fo very low, that 
they are obliged to enter almofl double. 
The infide of their dwelling are kept neat 
and clean ; a coarfe mat is fpread on the % 
floor ; and as they have no feparate apart- \ 
merits, that part of the room appropriated J 
for repofe is rather elevated, and covered’* 
with mats of a finer fort. 'I he houfçhold 'I 
untenfils Ae placed on a wooden bench, and 1 
confift qf gourds, and wooden bowls and 
difhes, which, in general, conftitute the' 
whole of their furniture. -
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• The method univerfally pra&ifed to drefs 

their victuals is baking, in a kind of oven 
funk in the earth, with hot ftones. If a 
hog is baked, the belly is always filled with 

,hot ftones. Cuftom has rendered this mode 
of dreffing vidtuals fo very familiar, that they 
can tell the exa£t time when any thing is 
fufficiently done ; and in baking yams or ta­
ro they, fir excelled the European cooks. The 
canoes are not only finifhed, with neatnefs 
and ingenuity, but at the fame time are lad­
ing proofs of perfeverancc and induftry. 
They are made of fingle tree, and are from 
twelve to forty or fifty feet long. The hol­
lowing these trees, and bringing each end ta 
a proper point with their rude unfafhioned 
tools, muft be a work of time and unremit­
ting attention : they are in general about an 
inch thick, and heightened with additional 
boards, neatly, fitted round the (ides. The 
fingle canoes are ftea^ied by an outrigger, 
and the double ones are held together by 
fcmicircular poles, firmly lafhed to each 
part of the canoe : over thefe, and parallel 
with the canoe, is a kind of platform, which 
ferves to carry hogs, Vegetables, or any thing 
they want to convey from one place, to ano­
ther, and at the fame time is a convenient 
feat for. the principal perfons of both fexes, 
whilft the towtows, who paddle, always fit 
in the body of the canoe. Their paddles 
are about four or five feet long, and greatly 
referable a baker's pail.
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Having laid in an ample fupply of pro. 

vifions, they weighed anchor on the 1 8tu ; 
their friends taking leave of them with an 
univerfal wifh for a good voyage, and the 
mod unrefervcd marks of friend (hip and at­
tachment.
, China was the next place of their deftina- 

tion and they were already in the fame lati­
tude, confequently had only the longitude 
to run down ; but the captain judged it 
mod prudent to (leer to the fouthward, till 
they were in about 13. deg. 30 min. north 
latitude, and then bear away to the we(t- 
ward, as that track was tnoll likely for a. 
trade wind.

On the 2 2d of O&ober, they parted the 
Ifltmds of Tinian, Saypan, and Aguigan, 
which have been fo often described by voy­
agers.

On the 8th of November, they were in 
fight of the Lima Irtands,. and faw a great 
number of Chinefe tirtiing boats. In the 
forenoon, a pilot came on board ; and the 
fame evening, they anchored in Macao 
Roads. On the 16th they reached Wam-- 

|poa.
The arrival of the King George has al- 

heady been noticed. In the morning of tha 
26th, both captains went to Canton, and 
Mr Brown, (prefidentof the Supercargoes, ) 
aflured them, that their, bufinefs flvould be 
expedited without delay.

On the 29th, Mr. William M‘Leod, firR 
late of the King George, departed this life.
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His death was not occafioned by any difor- 

.der caught during the prefent voyage, but 
from an old complaint, brought on by drinking 
flale porter. He died univerfally lamented, 
and was interred in the forenoon of the 30th, 
on Frenchman’s IDand.

On the 2d of December, the fupcriitend- 
ent* of the China cuftoms, came down from 
.Canton to meal lire the vefl’els, and made each 

v-captain a prefent of two buffaloes, tight jars 
of famfliu, and eight bags of ground rice.

This necefTary piece of bufinefs being over, 
a factory was hired at Canton, and the car­
go of-both {hips fent up thither on the 5th; 
fbut for a whole month, the bufinefs was en­
tirely at a Hand, and none of the furs were 
difpofed off, except fume refufe which fold
to a confulerablc advantage.

During this interval, while captain Port- 
was one day on a vifit to Mi. Cox, an 

ErVlifh gentleman refident at Canton, he 
.was much fuvprifed to fee his old friend Ty­
aana, whom the reader may recoiled he met 
with on hisfirlt vifit to the Sandwich I Hands. 
Tyaana immediately recolleded him, and 
So feiilibly was he affeded with the interview, 
"that he clafped his arms about him in the 
molt afftding manner, and reclined his head 
-on Captain Portipck's {boulder, while tears 
trickled down his cheeks. It was a confi- 
dutable time before he became calm or col- 
leded enough to pronounce the name of hisj

■Ûi

■ 1'kis pcrfon generally goes by the fumiliar cyne 
Wna Tuck amonglt failors. »
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old acquaintance Popote, or to afk after his 
friends at Atooi. It appeared that Captain 
Mears had touched at Atooi in his partage 
from the coaft of America to China, and i'y- 
aaira exprefiinga wifli to accompany him to 
Pretane, the captain had taken him to Ma- 
coa, at which place he left him in the care 
of Mr. Rofs, his chief mate, of whom Ty­
aana. was remarkable fond. They remained 
fome time at Macoa, and Tyaana was ge­
nerally indulged in walking about whenever 
his inclination,led him.

Captain Portlock a/ked him ifhewasftilP 
willing to go to Pretane ; but he faid that 
he expected to have been there in twelve 
moons, but that now he ihould be glad to 
return to Atooi. It feems Captain Mearcs 
had engaged in a Portugtiefe expedition to 
the coaft of America, and promifed to leave 
Tyaana at his native ifland, in his partage 
thither.

After the choice furs had been in the mar­
ket till the 26th of January, they were ^hen 
fold and delivered to Eaft the India Com­
pany’s fupercargoes for fifty t>!oufand dollars.

By this time a cargo of teas was got on 
board each verte], and all their bufinefs be­
ing finally fettled, they weighed anchor, and 
on the 9th of February, arrived in Macao 
Roads.

On the 9th of February, 1788, they 
weighed, and flood down Macao Roads, 
from whence they^proceeded on their çciufe 
to Old England.
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On the 28th of February, the Queen 

Charlotte loll her furgeon. He was taken 
ill long before they left Wampoa, but fur 
iome time they had hopes of his recovery, 
being young and of a found conftiuition ; 
yet his dilordcr baftied thepower of medicine, 
and he refigned himfclf to the Divine will 
with the greateft compofure.

From this time to the 28th of March, 
they experienced a great deal of lick nefs in 
pairing through the Straights of Banca and 
Sunday, the land on both coatis being low, 
flat, andmavlhy; and they bad in general 
light winds, with hot fultry weather.

The King George loft two of her people 
with the flux.

They now agreed to part company, and 
each make the belt of their way to St. He­
lena, where the King George arrived on the 
13th of June, and the Queen Charlotte on 
the 18th.

Here they got on board fome frefh pro- 
x .[ions, and fuch other neceffuries as could 
be procured and made the belt of their way 
to England, where the King George arrived 
the 2 2d day of Auguti, and the ()ueen 
Charlotte on the 17th of September, all 

: a ads in health, and fpirits.


