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“ COPY of an AppRess from the House of AssemBLy of Prince Edward
‘Island to Her Majesty, praying for ResponsiBLE GOVERNMENT in  that
Colony.” | . |

Colonial Oﬂlce, Downing-street,
24 June 1847. 1 B. HAWES.

ADDRESS of the House of ASSEMBLY of Prince Edward Island.

Most Gracious SOVEREIGN,

- WE your Majesty’s loyal subjects, the House of Assembly of Prince Edward
Island, have humbly to represent to your Majesty, that in the despatch from the
Right honourable W. E. Gladstone, of 28th May 1846 (No. 12), it is stated to
be your Majesty’s desire, that the Officer administering the Government of Prince
Edward Island, and all the subordinate officers of that Government, should merit
and obtain—as it is your Majesty’s injunction that they should cultivate—the confi-
dence of the representatives of the people inhabiting the island, by every measure
which can be pursued for that purpose consistently, wrth their duty to the Crown,
and to the colonists at large, and that for the above instruction, the House of
E Assembly beg to express thelr grateful acknowledgment.- ‘

The House of Assembly have further most respectfully to represent, that the -

former House had, in their Address of last year, alluded to the reighbouring
Provinces, as evincing the benefits resulting from respomsible government in
 general; and from the remarks in the concluding part of the despatch before

‘referred to it is to be inferred, that the Colonial Secretary of State considered it
inadvisable, on account of some dissimilarity supposed to exist between this
colony and the other North American Provinces, to extend 1mmed1ately in prac-

tice to this island the same ample system of responsrbrhty as is enjoyed by many

of them; and this declinature on his part appears to have been also based in

some decrree on the belief, that such a system had not by any despatch been directly

conceded to this colony.

May it please your Majesty, we beg to state that in the despatch of 16 October

‘ 51839 referred to by the former Assembly in its Address of 1846, there is the fol-
lowmg paragraph : “ The object of my present communication is to announce to
you the rules which will be hereafter obaerved on thls subJect in the Island Prmce
Edward.” : ‘ ‘ ‘

“In regard to this despatch, the House of Assembly respectfullv represent, that it

would give your Majesty’s subjects here great satisfaction, if the principles con-
~tained in the said despatch were put into operation in good faith, on every occa-
~sion where the necessity for re-constructing the Executive Council, in order to
render it more vigorous, public spirited and 1nﬂuent1al or any other ground . of

~ public expediency may require a change in that Councrl or if .the persons holding

. any of the ofﬁces enumerated in the sald despatch

Ma.v it please your MaJesty, although the principle whlch we are now
to pomt out is not contained in the despatch above referred. to, yet we feel our-

selves under the necessity of stating, that it would tend to prevent a recurrence of
evil were it made a rule, that when the Executrve Councll should, on lmportantf :
566. - . | ‘ S subJects‘



2 ADDRESS FROM PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

suhjects oppose the views of a decided majority of the IHouse of Assembly, and
this upon motions of the latter body neither contrary to the Royal instructions,
to the despatches of the Imperial Government, nor to the general principles of
English law, whether constitutional or respecting private right, then that the Exec-
cutive Council should be remodelled so as in every reasonable degree to meet the
views and enjoy the confidence of the House of Assembly, and that the placing
in the Execcutive Council four members, chosen out of the majority of the House
of Assembly, or as many of four as from circumstances and inclination ight
accept ot such charge, would tend to facilitate public business, and give rise to a
confidential and harmonious feeling highly beneficial to the community.

May it therefore please your Majesty, taking the premises into your consi-
deration, to grant the requests hereby respectfully preferred by your M a_]esty
faithful and loyal subjects of Prmce Edward [sland.




