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. Of ‘the Eo:iinﬁssioners appointed o Tnquire into the Conduet of thic Police
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Authorities, on-the oecasion of @ Riot’ which took place in the City of. -

- Police Foree of the said City. - -

o -

T
IR}

- - .- : . : I3

PROVINCE OF)
*_CANADA. . . e L
To His Excellency Licutenant General WitLiam Rowan, C.B., 'Administrator of
“  the: Government of the Province of Canads, and Commander of Her

e R " Mﬂjesty’s Fm thel;ein, &CO,‘ &c-’; &cv R e ) . 3
‘May it please your Exeellencys . s e

s .

Quebee; on the 6th of June last; aid to Inguire into' the State-of the E

" The Cominissioners appointed by Your Exééllency the Administrator of thé Go- .

. .vernment, “'to inquireinto_the conduct of the Police-Authorities, on the occasion.
- of a Riot which took place in the City of Quebec, on the sixth day of June last,’

at a certain building in the said City of Quebec, known as Chalmers’ Church ; and
further, to inquire into the state of the Police Force of the said City, and the
means to_be adopted for the purpose of imparting greater efficiency to body,”
respectfully beg leave to report :— ,

That for obvious reasons, the Commissioners deemed it advisable to proceed, in
the first instance, with:the second branch of the inquiry confided to them, before
entering on the first, and they now report the result in the same order.

THE STATE OF THE POLICE FORCE.
The whole of what may not improperly be denominated Police in the City of
Quebec, consists of :—
1st. The Municipal or City Police.
2nd. The River Police.
3rd. The Gaol Guard. .
4th. The Constabulary under the Sheriff, Hizh Constable, and Inspector and
Superintendent of Police, which is employed in attendance on, and in exe-
cuting the process of the Criminal Courts. i
1st.—THE Municrpat or Crry Porice or QUEBEC was established by «The
Ordinance” (2 Vic., cap. 2,) “for establishing an efficient system of Police in the
Cities of Quebec, and Montreal ;” by which: the Governor of the Province was
authorised to appoint and remove Inspectors and Superintendents of Police, who
1
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' were.ez officio, Justices of the Peace, and invested with power to make (subject to -
* the approval of the Civil Sécretary) orders and ‘regulations for the Government of .
the Force, the classification, rank, particular service, distribution, inspection and
description‘of the arms and acéoutrements.of «its members : -and the €ivil Secretary,
. was impowered to appoint a sufficient number of fit and able-bodied men.to consti- -
* tute the Force, who, being duly sworn by the Inspector and Superintendent, had -
- within the City, the powers and duties of Constables. The Ordinance farther
rovided for- the- payment, by the Provincial Government,.of the expense of the

- doree.” - 0 : TR TN
“\'_ Under these %Zavi‘éiq\ﬁs‘,the ‘Quebec Municipal Police was maintained until after
. the passing of .the Incorporation Act-of Quebec, (4 Vie. caps 35 ;) the forty-first

section of which authorized the "City Council to- make Bye-Laws-¢ for raising, -
¢ assessing and applying such-monies as may be required for-the execution-of the

. % powers with which the said Council is invested, and for maintaining in thé said
< City a good and sufficient system of Police, in such manner as may by law be .
¢ provided, either by means of, Tolls and rates on public works or by assessments -
¢_on.real property.” - ; SN RN

. Acting apparently upon the supposition that this section conveyed to the'City

»* -Council all the powers by the Police' Ordinance confided to the Civil Secretary
and the Inspector and Supeérintendent: of, Pélice, including . the right to establish,-
regulate and command the Police Force, that-body passed * a Bye-Law” (in'May,

"'1843,) * to establish and maintain a- Police Force in, the City of Quebec;” which,

" “established a new Force, fixed their pay, clothing” and stations, and placed the ap-
pointment of Policemen and Constables, and the making.of Rules and Regula-
tions, in the hands of the -Police Committee of the City Council. Under this
Bye-Law the Municipal Bolice have been annually appointed by the Police Com-

- mittee for one year’s service, but have, nevertheless, been sworn by the Inspector
and Superintendent, under the 2nd-Vic. cap. 2. No Rules or Regulations have, -
however, yet been promulgated by the Committee. With the exception of some.-
.amendments of the last cited Ordinance (relating to the Magisterial powers-of
the Inspector and Superintendent of Police): this was the position of the Munici-
pal Police on the sixth day of June last. Since that day, the 16th Vic. cap. 233,
has been passed, declaring that * the Police Force of the City of Quebec shall be
< under the control of -the Mayor and Councillors of the said City.” The number
of men employed varies from about thirty-seven in winter, to fifty-thrce in sum-
mer, and are under the immediate command of the Chief Constable, subordinately
to the control of thé Inspector and Superintendent and the Police Commitice.
The total expense for their support for the year one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-three, was Three thousand eight hundred and thirty-two pounds, sixteen shil-
lings. The conflicting and vague provisions of these Acts and Bye-Laws leave it
excessively doubtful whether the existing Force is legally organized, or its mem- -
bers Constables, and whether the command of the Police Force is vested in the
Police Committee, or in the Inspector and Superintendent of Police.

2.—TrE River-Porice was originally organized and maintained by the volun-
tary exertions and contributions of individuals interested in the shipping of the
Port of Quebec, and with the exception of the Act T4°&-15-Vic. cap. 25, (which
imposed a tonnage tax of three farthings on all sea going -shipping over ome hun-
dred tons entering or clearing the Port, for the purpose of defraying its_expense,)
the River Police seems to be wholly unrecogmized by any Statute or Bye-Law,
and-is in fact not placed under any legal authority whatsoever, and does not appear
to possess any legal powers of any kind; this Force is only kept up while the
Navigation is open, and consisted, in, 1853, of thirty men engaged for the summer
months only, and-placed under the command of the Chief Constable of the City
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Police, and it appears to have assisted’ materiallyin maintaining the peace of -the
City; its'expense for 1853, was £1873 1ls. 5d. The evidence before- the Com- |
. “missioners shews that the Forcé is numerically insufficient, and that an addition of  :
~at least one farthing per'ton to.thetax would be; desirable to admit of the:required
inorease of strepgth: . 00 rlio poonoecenanmed
" *8.—ThE Gaor Guarp consists Q%.twelve men regularly armed and clothed,
and subject to the orders of the Sherff of the District of Quebec;; it 'was orgariz-
- eéd-under directions from Government to insure the safety of the prisoners confined
- in the Gaol; has cost for the year 1853, the sumof £893 3s. 0d., and appears to
__-be highly efficient. = - o _
4.—TrE.CovstaBLEs paid by the day to attend upon the Courts of Queen’s
Bench and Quarter Sessions, and others employed by the Sheriff and High Con-
stable, to serve the Warrants and Subpenas of these Courts, and to perform other
services connected with the administration of justice in eriminal matters,—together
with two permanent Constables, paid by Government and attached to the Police
-Office, form a' large and very highly paid class of Constabulary ; their income is
derived partly from 'sums paid by Government to them directly or indirectly
through the Sheriff and High Constable, and partly from fees paid by individuals
for the service of process of Criminal or quasi Criminal character. But the Com-
mission have not been able to arrive at the precise sum to which these fees would, °
- amount, but applying somé calculations to the materials before the Commission
" they have no doubt that a sum exceeding £1,400; was actually paid by the Govern-
- ‘ment and by individuals for these services in and near Quebec in the year 1853, as
' shewn by the tabular statement below.

¥

INEFFICIENCY OF THE POLICE.,

The evidence taken by the Commission on both inquiries submitted to them, all
concurs in establishing, béyond a doubt, that the existing Police is scarcely adequate.
even for the ordinary requirements of the City of Quebec, and is wholly inefficient
on occasions of such riotous or tumultuous disturbance of the public peace as that .
of the sixth of June last, and at the same time reveals clearly the causes of this

inefficiency. It is unnecessary here to do more than to point to these causes, as
the detailed statement of the occurrences of the sixth of June and of the conduct
of the police on that occasion, which forms part of this Report, will, it is conceived,
furnish ample grounds to bear out the opinion to which the Commission have ar-
rived of the entire inefficiency of the Police of Quebee.

THE CAUSES FROM WHICH THIS INEFFICIENCY ARISES APPEAR TO BE TEE FOLL(_)WING: _

1.—The clashing betwecn the different anthorities, who claim the right to direct
and command the Force, and to appoint and dismiss the members 5 and the conse-
quent insubordination of the men to any authority. o

2.—The annual appointment of the men to the Force by the members of the
Police=Committee of the City Council, instead of a regular system of enlistment
by the Officers for a term of years, and the uncertainty of constant employment
arising from the frequent reductions of and changes in the Force, inseparable from
civic management. '

3.—The practice of permitting the men to live among, instead of isolating them
from, those against whom they may be required to act. «

4.—The want of Rules, Orders and Regulations for the Government of the
Force and the guidance of the individuals belonging to it.

-
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-disorders of a more serious character. - .

4

L

5.—The entirc absence, Qﬂ'_dtiscjpliné and of gny means to enforce-it, and of %n} '

power 10 enéourage -and reward the meritorious, and to' punish the negligent or - A
A . . - ot . P . ,“e-i“@"iv_' v

réfractory,” © ¢

and education requisite for the attaimment of the higher grades.

tion' to the deserving, and stimulating the men to acquire the practical knowledge

. 7.—The low estimation in which the service is held, which deters the fnore Tes-
pectable of the labouring classes from entering it, and involves the necessity of

recruiting from the idle, dissoltteand incapable. = “

= .

6.—The want of p‘ropefgréda.ﬁpns of ranks holding out " the prospec;.f of ;promo-

- 8,—The division of the Police into several distinct bodies, and their con"géfquéntp

inadequacy in number, separately, to put down serious xiots.

. 9.~—The improper admixture of judicial and executive duties m the office of the
Inspeetor and Superintendent of Police. - A R

L1

o - . - \

, ff’;ﬂ‘fEXPENgE OF POLICE AND MEANS AVAILABLE FOR"

.. 'IMPROVEMENT. =

" Tho same testimony which disclosed the state of the, Police, also shews that ita

inefficiency arises from no parsimony or insufficiency in-the funds, that from varions,

sources are contributed towards -its support :- on the contrary, the Commission feel
bound. to express their conviction;ithat, . if-these various sums, paid by the City,

Council, by ' the owners of shipping liable to' the tonnage tax, by individuals for
* gervice of ‘Criminal process, and by the - Goyernment for different Police and Con-
. stabulary ‘services, weré combined . and properly applied, -they would .support ome
effective and valuable Police Force, which- would be perfectly well able to performall -
"the different duties ‘and services’ now discharged by the several bodies above dis-

cribed ; and would also constitute 2 powerful force always available "to put down'

) ~ w~{ o -

< ‘Such 'an amalgamation would be insufficient to render the force really available
for all these purposes, unless accompanied by other means:of. imparting additional
‘efficiency to it. .- Before proceeding to indicate -these-means, the Commission deem

it xot foreign to the scope of their duty, to advert to the consideration of the extent -

to which a consolidation of Police Forces should be carried. It may, perhaps, be

* thought their inquires should be limited to the Police and Constabulary employed

in the City of Quebec, with the single purpose of improving the Police of that City
only. But they deem it advisable, with a view of obtaining ample information
connected with the objects of public interest submitted to their investigation, to
extend their inquiry to the length of ascertaining generally the state and expense
of similar forces thronghout Lower Canada. The result of this portion of their
Iabors shews, that while the same objections and observations are equally applicable
to all these establishments, a greater proportionate amount of means would be avail-
able for their improvement, if the principle of consolidation were simultaneously

applied to the whole of the Police and Constabulary in this part of the Province, a -

principle which has transformed the Police of Liondon and Dublin, from proverbially
useless bodies into the most perfect instruments for the prevention of crime. - To
exhibit at a glance the extent of the various sums now paid for these purposes in
Lower Canada, and which might be rendered available for the support of a more

~ effective system, the following tabular statement is submitted by the Commission,
* not as a precise and exact detajl in every particular, but as an approximative -

estimate, based upon the best information attainable by the Commission ; and which

-~

[

they believe to be rather under than over the sums actually paid. . One item of ex- _



. pendwure mcluded in this statement-is that for Police services on. Publxc and other

works, under the - 8th .Vic:, cap. 6, and-14th and 15th Vic:, cap..76, and ‘which .
" could not be counted upon as available, unless the plan of .a general Police-Force .
- were adopted.. The item is so large (and. the. extent of Railroad. operations for™ .
~-many years to come: does not promise its diminution) as'to aﬁ'ord in itself 0. sllght

- Teason for prefemnv the general to the Tocal system.

STA'mm'r of the Expense of the Police and Constabularym Lower Canada, for : ’

the year 1853,. dxstmo'mshmo by whom the same is paid:—

‘ Quebec Mumclpal Police, paid by Corporatxon of Quebec£3832 16
-do- River Police, paid by tax on Slnppmg, 14 &15°
) vlc cap’ 25‘.' '....‘I...I"....‘l..l .....'.‘..“... 1873 11

- Gaol Guard, paid by Government .....civerires 893 3

Constabulary at. Quebec, for service of process of Crx-

-minal Courts, paid by Government ......euull 1030 13

.Constabulary, . for attendance  at . Criminal Courts at
_ Quebec, paid by GOVEINMEDt eveersvererseee 12913
Inspector and Superintendent of Police at Quebec,
id by Grovernment ......cecceciivsereseeiosesse 300 0
Two Constables attending Police Office, and Contmgen- -
: cies at Quebec, paid by Government ......... - 150 0
Apptoxlmate estimate of amounts paid by individuals
0

for servme of Criminal Process at Quebec w.. 100 .0:

'.!.‘otal Expense attendant upon_the above

© © o © ®» oo

0

service ‘atQuebec .... ..................;.;.............. 8309 17 10

Montreel Mumc;pal Pohce, -paid by Corporation of

Montl'eal o-'-uo..o-v- vsesssescetssecsssscavcsteraveny 8666 16 8 - .

do . Water Police, ‘paid by Harbour Commlssmn-

N v % ¢ ers at Montreal oo ...'....."I‘ "'.....I.l..‘.‘.... 1188 135"

‘ do "*Gaol Guard, £600,paid by Corporation,, the -

-balance by Government..,....a...........f....f... 924 ‘0*,

Constabulary at Montreal, for service of processand at-. -
» + tendance on Crfmmal Courw, paxd by-Go-"

' Vemment aaoo-.o-o.-na sesssorderserssnatsevenel eevene 1682, 41_5‘

- Inspector and Superintendent- of Police at Mont:

Pald by Vemment . l..'l.!.ll 0-" ceossenrvece 300 :\ 0‘

-Constables attending at Police Oﬁce, Montreal, paid by -

GOVETNMENt ' cupecucseiesssoniossesssasasassaonaeins 1250

Approxlmate estimate of amount paid by individuals for
: service of Criminal Process by Constables, at
-Or'mear Montreal.......,.......*........ cavennenness 150 0

9 ., .
0.. 0

0"\~:»‘ } '
0. .-

0

N o et

Total Ezxpense for above services at Montreal...... eeeseees 12437 5 5

Shenﬁ's “of different. Dlstncte in Lower. Canada, for expense of trans~ _
mitting Convicts to Provincial Penitentiary and Lunatic -
- ASYlum, pald by Govemment ---------- --ou‘--vunapea--.eoe'-no
-Sheriffs—of St. Francis, £100, and Kamoumska, £187 7s. 6ds for
: Constables, paid by Government .......cecesseerersscescsrnes.
. 'ngh Constables—of Three Rivers, £300; St. Francls, £655; Ot N
, tawa, £263; Kamouraska, £89, for. service of Warrants-
" and Subpoenas, paid by- Government cesersiuesensressivarsanane

-

<

————,

-~

3358 0 |
287 .76

1307 o ‘o .

Camedover reevensereaerasa ..........£23676 18 9

\g’u
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- S BIOUGH O ersiesessesiviennsiienens s £23676 18 9

Expense of mamtammrr Rolice at-or near Public. Works and Rail- -, = - .,
: roaa‘Works undel~ 8 V:c. -cap: 6, and 14 and 15 Vlc. -

v CAP: 76 weimaninies: eeserissuniiaitensesisisssesiesuectaneeiienes 2382 8 1
‘ Total Expense of Police and bonstabulary in Lower Canada. ...... £26059 6 10

Laro'e as the aggreo-ate of- these sums 1s, 1f; appears to be stea.dxly mcreasmg. and
affords : ample means 6 attain the proposed object without entailing additional ex-
‘penditure. It may, perhaps, be objected that the funds now applied to the support
of the existing arrangements, being derived from different sources, would be inap-
plicable to the o-eneral _purpose;;’ and that -they could- mot- be practically assessed
upon the contributors in proportion to the quantity of services required by them.’
Every important public improvement prggents-more or less of difficulty;: but to
shew that the difficulties are not msuperal.-&:, it' is only necessary to point to the
. adoption, with perféct success, of similar arrangements-in the establishment of - the
new London Police and the Insh Constabulary ..

& RPN
¢

MEANS OF IMPARTING— GREATER EFFICIENCY TO THE
" +POLICE. .

-Assuming, then, that the mvestwatlons of the Commission have estabhshed the
existence of ample materials to mamtam, upon the principle of general consolidation,
a sufficient-body of Police, they now proceed to indicate the means. whxch, in theu‘

* ‘opinion, should be adopted to impart complete- eﬁiclency to it..

1.——The first and most important of, these means.(as it is almost unnecessa :ly
repeat) would be the consolidation of-the several sums now paid for Constab
and Police, ‘a8 sbove' enumerated, into one genéral fund,-and the establishment of a -~
Police Force numerically suﬂiclenl: to perform, under.a proper mode of discipline
and management, all the services which” now fall within £e duty of - the Munici

and River Police and: Constabulary. The Commission _are ‘of opinion - that thi
Force; in order to supply the: requisite number of Watchmen, . Water Guards and
Attendants upon.the Courts of Justice, should consist. of at least 300 men, thh a

proportlonate number of Officers, classed as follows :— v -
1 Superintendent, at a Salary, of i.iieeeeeseeeene stessanses sreone wen £500 0 O
3 Inspectors, each, do do- . ........ .£350 0 0—1050 0 0
3 Sub-Inspectors, e @0 O ieerereneiiediengies 150 0 0— 450 O O
12 Sergeants, - do - do iiieeedesensennnie. 100 0 0—1200 O O
: 100 Constables, do " do  .eerevecee deesesenses T8 -0 0—7500 O O,
100" Sub-Constables,— do ‘0 ..ccoererseriesecere. 60 0 0—6000.- 0 . 0 -
100 Assistants, '+ do " do .clicieececnisenciee 50 0 0—5000 0 0
T 819 Oﬂicers and Men. . - .~ Total pay cesersenenesnn£21700 0 O

——

The above rates of payto the Sergeants and men (whlch the. Commxsszon do
not. consider higher than would be neccessary:to secure efficient service,) to cover
food and clotluno' of every kind, to be supplied in such quanntles and of such kinds
as the Revulatlons may dlrect, but excluswe of Arms, BarracLs, lloht, fnel and other
expenses (

o
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1,=—The: Supenntendent and . three. Inspectors should -be. Officers: holdmd Com- _
missions from Government, and. the.Sub-Inspectors.and Sergeants should hold war-
‘rants from the Superintendent of the Force.

_2.—The -men" should be enlistéd for seven’ years “anid- none but “those of good )
character for-honesty, steadiness and sobriety admitted to the Force; it should be
dlstlnctly understood that drunkenness would in every case insure dismissal. -

.-—As ‘the men would be selected solely for their. personal fitness, qmte irre-
spectlve of religious or national opipions and feehnos (whleh discipline would speed-
ily teach them to confine within thejr propet’ hmlts,) 0. évery man, of whatever .
grade; ])elongmo to the Force, should abstain from any Datioual; political or party
union or sssociation ; and fom, under- -any circurmstances, using any language, word
phrase or “badge mdmatmg any connection or sympafhy with any siach union or
association, or “Which would tend to excite or. prejudice. thefeehnge of those-belong--
ing to any. political, national or religious. party or sect. ~ -

4.~—The first and* most- important - duty of the Supermtendent of Police. should

bé to draw up (under the directions and subject to the- approval of the ‘Secretary of

~the -Province) a _complete code, consisting, first, of Regu[atxons for the -general
government and- dxscxphne of 'the ‘Force; their classification, rank, dlstnbutxon and
’mspectlon, and the description- of -the arms, accoutrements and —other necessaries to .

_be furnished them, and of the food and clothing. to be provided out of their pay;
and secondly,” of ‘Rules and' Orders for the particularguidance of the ‘Sergeants,
Constables and Assmta.nts, pomtma' out'in: detail the whole of -théir-duties; powers
and responsibilities, with appropriate  directions. for, their. genéral conduct under-all—__
circumstances. The code should be printed in 2 portable form, and every.1 member
of‘ the Force should be kept supplied with a  copy- ", V)

- .——Every Assistant should be instructed in- the Qode, and no man should be pro-.
moted to the xank of Sub-Constable; until he has, attained-a general knowledge.of
the Regulations, and a most minute and accurate accquamtance with the-whole de- -
tails of his duty ‘as.laid down in"the Rules and Orders. * The men should further be
instructed ,by-teachers. (eelected if possible from the Force) in reading, writing and .
speaking both languages, and in arithmetic, and none should be eho'xble/to the rank
of Sub-Constable, who could not read and, write in, at least, one language ; nor. to,
that of full Constable, who could not read wnte and speak both besuies being well
versed in arithmetic.

6.—The Comm’xssmned Oﬂicers'should be ex qﬁ‘iczo Justlces of tbe\peace, and
the ‘Warrant Officers, Constables and ‘Sub-Constables should be ez oﬁiczo Consta-
bles throughout. the: Provmce, and. th evest Censtables’. Assxstants.

7.~The whole Force should be trained to such movements as would énable them T
to act effectively together in -streets or fields; and accustomed to the'use of: arms,
which should always be kept at their barracks ready.for.use.at any. emergency, but
not carried when on ordinary duty.: " Fhey should be expected to be good: marks-
inen, to. hit.full and true.at oné hundred yards, and, if ever driven:to the deplorable’
necessity. of using fire-arms, .they should be partlcularly instructed. to mark out the
ringleaders and actual assailants, and then to fire with effect. £

8.~ Strict dxsmplme should be maintained,-and for this ‘purpose; Coéwtabularr -
Courts of Inquiry should be instituted, and in case.of mlscondnct, such punishments
as fines; suspension or degradation from rank xmposed in -extreme cases thé Super-
?tgfsdent, with- the approbatwn of the Secretary of the Prownee, to. -have power .
o:dismiss;

9.—As discipline can be more eﬁ'ectually mamtamed by ::ewards ra.ther than by
punishment, Chevrons or other ment-marks should be awarded to those who distin-.
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guish themselves by zeal, inta) igence, or good-conduct ; ‘a scale of such- distinctions ,
with corresponding pecuniary rewarg s and privileges should form part of the regu-
-10.—A. graduated scale| of pensions, founded-y pon the term of service and goo
conduct, should be established. . LN BT
11.~The whole of the.[Warrant Officers, Constables, an d Assistants should in -
all cases be kept in -barracks, sufficiently spacious to contain the whole Foree, and
to afford proper accomuf6dation for instructing and training the e, among which
a due provision of books of a suitable character. should not hejomitted; and eyery:
means of isolating the  Force from .association with*the.pognlation of the p

—

.

1

f 1

where the men- are quartered - should be #&?ted 5 not the least effec
would ‘consist in occasional removals of thc\a orce and changg
*- ThePolice Force thus constituted shou be required
1.—All the dutiés of a Municipal Police for the City’
1 emgoyed. * And the division-should be instiucted tppay-di
to the Mayor, City’Councillors or other. authoritiés of the place. To render the
Force more efficient for Municipal ‘servicg,_te' duties in this capacity ehoul%

very fully detailed in the Rules and Ord ‘

"' “2,—The duties of theRiver Police. =~ ~ .= - o

" .8.—The charge of guarding th6.Gaols, but not acting as Turnkeys, ,

. 4—Attendance upon the sveral Criminal Courts,-to maintain order-and per-

" form the services now dis”'gedhjrthe Constables. ;. -~ .. .= L

" 5.—The service,in thy localities where they are quartered or employed, - of all

criminal or guasi crimindl process, ‘now performed by the Constables in the several

Districts of the Provigte. Whenever fees of office are exigible from. any public®

body or individual fosuch service,-the same to-be paid-to, and accounted for,. g :

the Officer in comyfiand on™ the spot, and (dedncting the actual expenses of travels ..

ling, &o.,) is-to férm part of the Police Fund; ‘and the service of all such process
Tssw.confined exclusively;to the Police in the locality where they are

The/Custody and conveyancs of all lunatics, convicts or other prisoners to, o’ . :
from, or batween, Gaols and. Courts and Lunatic Asylums, © ° N,

Je duties of Police in maintdining érder on public works, or those of incors
Lompanies, under the 8 Vic. cap. 6, and the 14-and 15 Vic. cap. 76.

A

2E Gul s 5= 33 _an

#~They should be.expected to put down impartially all tumultuous disturbance
¥ whatever party or sect, political, national or religious, they may proceed; The
ficers - should be responsible for all seriots breaches of .the eace ; which should
wiys be: followed by Courts of Inquiry into the conduct of the Officer in com~.
aid at the locality, © 7 - . U7 : e
. 10,~The Superintendent should employ such Detectives as the Secretary of the

Province may thi k.necessary for the discovery and prevention of crime, and should
- i their .duty and pay,. bya general order separate from the Code, and which as -

well as everything -connected with this brauch of the Force, should be "kept secret
except from the Officers of the Force, the whole subjegg)to' the control and approval
of the Secretary-of the Province, - . : - R

o’
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T MODE OF-EMPLOYING THE POLICE. -~ . .- \«
"' The Force thus. established should be declared the exclusive  Police for Lower -
4" Canada; angd two divisions, each consisting of not less than the average nuiber of
. .men'now employed at Montreal and Quebec, respectively. ag Municipal and Water
, Police; together with such. additional men as may be necessary to perform in esch
i City the.other servicés, should be-quaitered in each of the Cities of- Montreal and
¢ Quebec, and the expense of -maintaining the number of men requisite for the ordi~ ..
. mary duties of the Municipal and Water Police, should be borne by the Corporgtion
1 of the Cities respectfully, the port and harbor fands contribating thereto in pro<.

portion to the numbers required for the Water Police. Lo -

¥ ~ L] - [

Y ‘The remainder of the Force would be available for, and might be quartered in.

" such parties and in such localities as the other -Municipal or Public servicg, might':;,
require; but in ‘all cases of distribution of the Force in small parties; the strictest . -
discipline should be maintained, and the men kept in barracks, or quarters, under

. the immediate supervision of the Officers in command of the party. I

" The remaining expense of the force would be borne by the consolidated fands, ~ _
subject always to the provisions of the 8 Vic., cap. 6, and (the 14 and. 15 Vie.,
cap. 76, or to-other similar provisions, by which the cost of -gending Police to par- °

. ticular Jocalities for the/mainteninegﬂrder, ‘would be payable-by the Municipal --

> / qe, e
ties. -_

i authorities-of such 1 ‘ / . ‘ -

In order to repfove the objection of the improper admisture of QIudW

. Executive ‘duties of the Inspector and Superintendent, already adverted to, the
Commission sre of opinion that the Stipendiary Magistrdtes should be Wholly un- -

“connected ,with the Police,-and, having no authority over-thém, should exercise a
judiciat-eheck upon the force, in' the same manner as the London Police Magistrate:

e present day ; and should be paid sufficiently to.command the services of able

-/z{en, and in such numbers 2 to dispatch the large amount of business which comes
. , . N - G- . .

P

efore them. . - - CS -

* The Commission do not; in making these suggestions, consider that they have te-
ferred to all the points of arrangement, disciphne and management which such s .
system should include.  But if it be thought desirable to adopt these general out-
lines, the Commission_will point to the details of the London gnd Dublin. Police,
and Irish Constabulary; which, with certain. necessary but slight-modifieations,
would afford mg/)(}els -upon which to form.g Police Body .of /Ifhe; most efficient
character. S o v o

» It is conceived that a Force established upon the plans proposed must insure en« -
listment of recruits from the most respectable class of laborers, and in proportion
a8 the character of'the service was thus raised; an espriz de corps would b generated,
which would more than over-balance the sectional or party feelings of the men,
-and accompanied by isolation and discipline would produce an evereready and effec-
‘t1ve arm for the maintenance of public order, under all .cifcumstances .and from -
whatever quarter “assailed, uninfluenced by those ebullitions of popular excitement -
“which are meidentsl to free institutions, and which it is ignpqssilgef and undesirahle
to prevent, but which, nevertheless, it must ever be the first duty of an efficient
Police rigidly to restrain within the limits, of the law and from interfering with
public.tranquillity, S - . e
-, ‘The -Commission niow proceed to repott the resilt of their inquiry into the cons
duct of ‘the Police Authorities, in relation to the Riot at Chalmers’ Church, in the
-City of Quebec, on the sixth of June last, B o

The Commission deemed it proper to’ notify the Council of the City.of b

-and the Police Authorities, before proceeding ‘to take evidence, and after exbausts

-~
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ing all the sources of testimony known to them, they ¢aused a notice to be inserted
- in the City papers of their Teadiness to receive any further information touching
.- the subjects of. their inquirg ¥romwhatever quarter it might come.

A léﬁgth}xihvé‘stigatiog into the occurrences of the sixth of June, and of the

preceding days, established the following facts :— - I

_ +On Saturday, the fourth of Juiielast, 2 Foreigner named Gavazzi, addressed an
audience at the Wesleyan, Church, ‘in the "City of Quebec, on the subject * The
Popish- System is. Blindness.” = The Lecture had- been advertised in the public
prints, anda portion of the Police Force were in attendance. Itwent off quietly,
but'caused great excitement among all parties, particalarly among those whose reli-
-~ gious opinions it attacked. A second Liecture, on 4 similar subject, and by the same
person, ‘was announced for, Monday evening the sixthof June. A very general ru-
mour that if'would be accompanied with disturbance existed throughout the City
on thefifth and sixth of June, and the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church met and
~ refused its use for the second Liecture unless a written guarantee by a responsible
person were, given for the safety of the building for thirty days after the Lecture. -
-This condition was declined, and Chalmers’ Church was obtained for the purpose.
Notwithstanding this circumstance and the rumours afloat, neither the members of
‘the City Council nor the Magistrates appear to have anticipated a disturbance, and
no‘preparation was made by them to guard against it. /

]

R ‘ 0 .
The Lecture comn';éncgd at eight in.the .evening, and proceeded-quietly for
nearly an hour, although a large crowd,. variously estimated -at from 200 to 600
people, gradually assembled in the street. Forty of the Municipal Police were
brought up and placed in front of the Church. But, notwithstanding the threat- .
* “ening aspect of the assemblage, they did not interfere and. insist. on their disper-
sion. - Until about nine o’clock the crowd remained tolerably quiet, and, except by
 ‘their numbers and by remaining. outside,. indicated no'intention of breaking. the
peace.” Several persons,-opposed to the Lecture, paid at the door and entéred with
the audience.” At some observation of Gavazzi, which was_distasteful to them, -
“they gavea signal ; and stones were thrown through the windows and a rush made
‘to’the door by the crowd without. The Police at this time were in front of the. -
“Church, but did not prevent these parties from eutering, and did not arrest any of -
" them ; nor does it appear that strennous‘efforts were made by them to do. either of -
‘these things. A general fight took place near the pulpit; where the Lecturer was, -
“between those who'defended -and those who assailed him, and lasted about a quar-
* ter of an hour; during which a part of -the Police entered, but rendered no effec--

. tual aid ftowards "restoring-otder or keeping the peace.- The intention of the

* rioters was.obviously to injure Gavazzi and to stop the Lecture.” Gavazz, after
resisting-his -assailants for some time,” was either thrown or. fell out of the pulpit
“-into the basement story of the building, where he secreted himself in a small room ;
while g foreigner, named Paoli, was mistaken for him and severely beaten.. ' The -
fight then ceased, and the Rioters drew up/in a body in .front of the Church, "and
_. marched off down St. Lewis Street, without interference on the part of the Police,” -
‘and ‘without any arrests being' made -or attempted. Shortly after a party of the
. 66th Regiment, .who had been"called for by a Magistrate, came up; but found gvery.
thing quiet: = - . - o . W ,
In relation to these facts all the.testimony coincides, but beyond them it is most
“contradictory. . While ‘some of the witnesses actually present’ on that occasion
either within or without the * Church, declare that from' twelve to twenty men,
under proper command and acting in concert, might have put down the riot, or.at
- .least: prevented the rioters from enfering and attagking the Lecturer; and that the

L
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Police on that occasion.did not do their duty; and that most of the men made no -
attempt to’ perform_it, -other witnesses, having precisely the same means of judgy~
ing, declare that the Police exerted themselves to- their. utmost, and did-all that & -

i . body of forty men could do to maintain order ; but, that the attack was so-sudden , ™

' and unforeseen, and was made by’'so strong & body,. that thé Police were numeri--

% cally insufficient to succeed.in doing what they attempted. R

" It.Js from a mass of such coiflicting testimony.that the Commission. find them-
*“ selves obliged to endeavor to extrict the truth, and-their'duty is an ardaous one to
¢ perform satisfactorily. DU P -

i

- In weighing the testimony and estimating its real yvalue, . due allowance mpst be -
made for the different religious opinions and opposite sympathies of those who gaveit}
and it by .no means follows that testimony which is strongly tinged with such sym--
pathies or opinions is therefore wholly udworthy of credit. If it were so, the Com~
mission would be-left with but little testimony to lead them.to any conclusion.
. The chief difficulty they have to meet; and if possible to overcome, 'consistsin ac-*
< curately appreciating the influence’of these causes in the minds of the witnesses and
i in making proper allowances for their effect upon the téstimony, - With ‘this view,
~ and in order to mark the intensity of the excitement which produced this-disturb- - °
i ance and the corresponding exertions which ‘were. incumbent on -the' Policg to -
' put it down, the Commission are most unwillingly compelled to advert to the .
g character of the Lectures given by Gavazzi. They. approach this partof their subject
" with extreme reluctance ;- lessened, however, by the ope that what they are com-
pelled to say may tend to dirhinish- the occasions of these unhappy excitements, .
. which it is the duty of every good citizen to discountenance by all the means in
" his power. . = - T A
" _The ‘leciures-given by Gavazzi, on the fourth and sixth of June, in subject, and
in the theatrical manher of ‘treatment ‘éspecially, were calculated /to produce strong
feelings of annoyance in those whose faith hereviled ;. and, not having any apparent .
tendency to advance the cause, or defend the distinctive ténets of any religious, sect,
appear to have been considered by = large class of religionists, 25 a wanton insult to . -~
their.belief, rather than.as the usual and legitimate means of polemical con-
troversy.: ) - LT '%ff’"‘ e
. The consequent excitement was of an inténsity and extent unprecedented in.the.-
. City'of Quebec, which has hitherto been honorably . distinguished by.mutual for- -
. bearance and tolerance- among its- Citizens of opposite political and religious:> =
¢ opinions ; and, therefore, happily exempted from-those serjious tumultuous collisions.
: usually attendant ‘on a l¢ss tolerant-condition of public fé¢eling. 'While the.violent
- and lawless were stimujated to crime, many, who would take no'part in such éx-
£ cesses, felt that th&re was not wantipg a strong provocation for them, Co

,  But however unwarrantable the fanatical indiscretion, that risked the peace ofa -

, society of mingled elements like ours, by getfing up thése lectures, the audience at -

: them'~were- undoubtedly legal assemblages, and, were thus ‘entitled to be defended -
" from aggression, by/the guardians of the public peace ; and it was equally the duty
?of thé Police, and/ of the Civil Authorities to. have maintained’ publi¢ order and
“prevented the perpetration of crime.. Their power of pérforming this duty "was-

" materially ‘diminjshed, however, by fhe"neces?ly for interference mnot having been -
 foreseen, and by/the effect of sympathy between the Rioters and a large portion of -
the force at th¢ir command. It ma‘y‘be'i'z;yi that it was an essential part of' the -

’

/duty oflvthe,_Pqiice Aauthorities to'be fully informed-of the state of public feeling in-

all matters likely to affect the peace;; and that the fanctions-of the Police should be

executed irrespective of sympathy. of evefy kind. ~ The propriety of -these, views is' .
LR ‘ . ‘

’ ‘ y o . -
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‘nrideniable, but their practical application pre-supposes a perfection of organization
" Anfortunately not to be found in the Police of Quebec ; and although it may- be pro-.
perly said ‘that there was a manifest negléct of duty in_some quarter; when such an
outrage was not foreseen and effectually guarded against, yet in judging the con-
duct of the authorities, it is necessary to consider how far-the instruménts at their-
disposal enabled them to perform their duty. . : R

" The. inquiry into the conduct of the Police anthorities presents t!le following _

‘guestions :—" . ‘ ‘
1st.—Did they use a reasonable degree of care to ascertain the probability,of, and
-to guard against the disturbance of the sixth of June? .~ = ' o

‘In reference to this question the evidence discloses that the Ihspector and Super-
,-intendent and Chiéf Constable of Police were not on good terms; and that they
- must be censured for permitting their estrangement to interfere with the facility of
intercourse and-cordial co-operation which are essential to a joint -performance of
duty. "It is also shewn that the force was always deficient in the organization
- which would have enabled their Officers to obtain accurate intelligence through
them; and that, on this occasion there was a marked'disinclination, in most of the.
men, to communicate freely with the officers respecting the probable accompaniments .
of the lectures, < S PR
The strength of. the Municipal Police amounted, on the sixth of June, to fifty-
three or fifty-four men, and that of the Water Police to about thirty, all of -which -
might have been concentrated at the Church, if the-.anthorities had been fully infor-
med of what must have been going on for at least two days; there is, however, no-
thing to shew that any further intelligence was conveyed to, or in the-possession of
the authorities, than the general and uncertain rumor already alluded to, which
obtained so little credence that it did not prevent the audience from™ being largely
composed of women and children. T

Allowing then due weight to these various circumstances, the inability to obtain-
correct information, the usual peaceful character of the -population_ of Quebec, the
sbsence of anticipation of serious disturbance, the number of Policemen actually
placed near the Church, which, if at all effective, might well have been thought suf-
ficient to ensure peace, it is considered that tke authorities did' make such prepara-
tions as they had reason to suppose would be sufficient to meet:the proBabilities of
‘the sixth of June. e

2.—Were the Police actually present at Chalmers’ Church on the sixth of June
in sufficient strength to prevent the Riot altogether, or to have prevented the Riot-
ers from entering the Church and assaulting the Lecturer; and did they, to the ut-
most of their power, attempt to perform this duty? _

The conduct of the Police at the Church might have been expected to be sbew‘g
clearly and distinctly by the multitude of witnesses present, yet in fact, it will be
found, upon reference to the depositions, to be involved in the obscurity of the most
conflicting testimony ; but, making every allowance for the influence of the circum-
stances already referred to, the evidence leaves, it is conceived, little room for
doubt. ‘

The number of riotously disposed individuals composing the crowd :could not
have been less than one hundred, and may have possibly been double that number.
To contend successfully against these men and to disperse or overawe them could-
andoubtedly have been effected by a body of forty Policemen properly disciplined
aad grmed, and acting energetically under one command; but it would have re-
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quired a greatly increased Force, composed like that of the Quebéc - Police,- which,
while numerically inferior; was in no Tespect of organization or discipline superior to _
the mob against whom : they- were. opposed: It would therefore have been. im-,

" prudent in the authorities to have attempted an-attack upon the.trowd with the
- knowledge that-they had only such-a Force to rely upon; ahd it cannot reasonably
be a reproach to the men that they were incapable, when no means had been adopted '

by their employers to make them efficient. LT I
The conduct of the Police, when the Rioters rushed into the Church, admits of a _
very different construction. It must have been obvious toithe Police that-the men- -
congregated in the street were not ‘there with the purpose of, peacefully attending
the lecture, and the communications between these men and some of the persons
. inside, must_have satisfied them that some combined attack was. intended.” . The
plain and undoubted business of the Police then was, if -they-could.not disperse, at
least, to.prevent the crowd frot entering the 'Church, where alone immediate mis-.

chief could have been.effected. ‘ I -

- It can hardly be- doubted that twenty men, if so- disposed;” even without other - -
.arms than their batons, might have maintained the door of the Church againit al-
most any odds, and for any length of time,” but certainly Jong enough, to have °
enabled the audience to come to their assistance, and, if necessary, to-have sent for
the troops. ‘Instead; however; of the Police defending’the door, there is no amount
of-testimony to-shew that any attempt was made to prevent by force the ingressof
the Rioters; and instead of the audience being called upon to assist in keeping the
door of the Church, the first intimation they had of the disturbance was the rush of
the Rioters up the aisle, simultaneously with the breaking of the windows. .Even
- -after the-rush into the Church, the Police did not instantly enter.it, and oppose;the
Riot,whigh'éngued. It would seem, as far as can be gathered from the evidence,
that they remamned outside, until called upon to come in-and protect the people in- ~
gide frof being killed; and it is only too clear that almost without exception.they
did little or nothing towards restoring order. The Lecturer was.thrown or fell
from the pulpit in the struggle; the lecture interrupted: the andience dispersed
and many of them severely beaten; and yet not one of tlie Rioters.was arrested, -
nor-did ‘any one of* the Police receive an  injury. * In fact, n6 amount of energetic .
opposition was offered to the Rioters, . either within or without the Church, by the -
Police, "and the ohly persons who received blows in opposing -the Riotera belonged .
1ot to the Police but to'the andiénce. After having effected their object, the-guilty
parties were allowed to retire unmolested and marched off in triumph from the séene
_of their violence; not a blow struck, nor an arrest made, to intimidate the unruly,
. and prevent the recarrence of similar outrage.” The ‘conclusion is then inevitable,
that the. Police did not perform their duty on the sixth 6f June-last, but on the
contrary the greater part, if not all of them, wholly abstained from so'doing. .-. -

3.—Did the Police Authoritigs use every -exertion that cirg:ums@ano?es p,e‘rmitted‘ /
to fulfil their duty at Chalmers’ Church-on the sixthof June; and.arethey res-
ponsible for-the-misconduct. of the Policemen-present on that occasion?; =~ - -

While all the evidence placed before the Commission fails to shew thatany
‘thing like energetic action ‘was attempted by the Police or' Civil; Authorities.on
" that occasion; either within or- without the Church, the ‘same’ testimony- estab-

lishes that, with the means'at hand, any.attempt to do'more than prevent therush
" into'the Church would have been unsuccessful; and though there would appearto
" have been a flagrant omission on the part of the Police, "in not defending the en- -
 trance against-the rioters, yet it is by no means certain. that, with the very ineffec-
- tive force present, even this object could have been attained; and the feeling that
. -
[N
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ths force was so little to be relied upon, must-have “materially impaired.their; con= -
fidence and energy at theimoment when decisive action was required; :- In view of
the difficulties of their position, and considering the absolutely useless:character of -
the machinery*at théir dieposal, -it is perhaps expecfing too much to require that
they should have used any ‘mere personal exertions which they must have felt would .-
be perfectly futile. - .. - .o o0 v L R
Repeating, then, that a duly organized Police would undoubtedly. bave prevented- -
or put down the distutbance, and-that the failare to maintain-quniet was wholly-at-
tributable to the incfliciency of the Force=is it just or reasonable to hold the Offi-

cers responsible for the inaction-of the:men on the sixth of June?- Responsibility - -

and power are co-relative terms. Men-can be held answerable for the conduct of .
others precisely in proportion to the extent of control with which they are invested. -
It bas been already shewn, in'the former' part of this Report, ithat'the nominal
direction of the Police, for ordinary duty, was placed in the Chief"-Constable, and
that notwithstanding the, claim of, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police, the -
real influence and command was exercised by the Police Committee. ... Theimme- -
diate Officers of. the Force could neither punish nor reward for good or ill conduct
and of courge possessed no effective control over the men. If, therefore, responsibility *
for the conduct of the Police rested any where, it was with the Police Committec,
who alone had the actual command of them, and one at least of whom should have
llvl‘een present on any occasion requiring the collective exertions of the whole
orce.

It is conceived that the question admits of but one answer, and it would be un-
just and unreasonable to impute to the immediate Officers, who possessed no real
authority, no practical control over the men, the responsibility for the misconduct
af a body undisciplined and insubordinate, and incapable of being rendered (under
the existing system) cither disciplined or obedient, and which, sympathizing with
the violent and disorderly, was as little effective as a like number of the mob to
which it was opposed.

It is certainly much to be regretted that the condition of the Police of Quebec
is such as to liberate its Officers from the responsibility that ought to be an insepa-
rable attribute of their command, and that when improvement and efficiency cha-
racterise every other administrative branch of the public service, the Police of
Lower Canada exhibits an exceptional inefficiency, contrasting most unfavorably
with t;xe admirable models furnished by the Police arrangements of England and
Ireland. :

Whilc the Commission feel no hesitation in stating their conviction that a gross -
dercliction of public duty occurred at Chalmers’ Church on the sixth of June last,
yet, from the defective organization of the Police Force of Quebec, they feel utter-
ly unable to fasten upon any of the Police Authorities the responsibility and con-
sequent censurce, which under a proper system,- would necessarily attach to those
who possessed, 'and neglected or misused the power of enforcing the fulfilment of
duty. g '

If the plan suggested in the first part of this Report be: adopted, the public may
confidently anticipate the impossibility of the recurrence of similar outrages, which
have not been confined to Quebec; and there will be placed within the reach of
the authorities of this and other localities throughout Lower Canada, a most effec-
‘tive instrument for the attainment of the main objects of Police Establishments,
the prevention of crime and the maintenance of ,public tranquillity. )
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- These suggestions may,.in ‘some points, run counter to the: popular feelings'in
respect to-the partial limitation of the ‘control’ which the Municipal bodies:now

‘have over those. whom they pay, and which it would be improper to abridge, if it = -

"were possible to reconcile-efficiency with the existence-of -a separate Police’in each

locality. ~The warning example afforded by. the.Cities of “the neighbouring States -

of the evil-effects of this practice, compared with the “happy results of the.prin- .
ciple of - Police combination- and "discipline” exhibited in Great Britain; (whete the - .

temptation to crime is-infinitely: greater- than” on_ this Continent,) must satisfy.all
'who weigh.the subject- dispassionately,  that it is for the interest of the public, and.
no less of the Municipal bodies, ‘to exchange a-portion of uncertain command over -

insubordindte Policemen, “for the practical service of ‘a - disciplined, ‘obedient and o

thoroughly effective Police corps? . T

The Commission have now executed,  to the best of their Iiowei',' the duty which

your Excellency was pleased to impose upon them. And as-the whole oftheir . .

proceedings and every detail of their Report have been attended with the unanimous
-concurrence of the Commissioners, they respectfully trust that the result will meet
your Excellency’s gracious approval.

The whole nevertheless respectfully submitted.
. &
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTOX,

R. B. JOHNSON. - -¢

Dated at Quebec, this 27th March, 1854.
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MINUTES
Of Proceedings of, and Evidénce taken by, the Commission appointed to
inquire into the conduct of the POLICE of QUEBEC, on the occasion

of the RIOT of the SIXTH of JUNE, 1853, and into the state and
efficiency of the Police Force.

s =
-
. .

“ -

Mixores of Proccedings had, and Evidence taken, before Caxpirin SweeNy,
Stveon LeLievre and WitLiax Locker FeLtox, Commissioners, npg?inted under
the authority of An Act of the Legislature of Canada, passed in the

“into matters connected with the public business, and_to take evidence on oath,”
to inquire into the conduct of the Police Authorities, on the occasivn of a Riot

which took place in the said City of Quebec, on the sixth day of June, in the year .

one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, at a certain building in the eaid City,
known as Chalmers’ Church; and further, to inquire into the state of_the Police
Force of the said City, and the meana to be adopted for the purpose of imparting
greater efficiency to that body. .

The sittings of the Commission are held in a Room in the Parliament Buildings,
in the City of Quebec, in the District of Quebec, set a part for the purpose, under
the authority of the Honorable P. S. O. Chauveau, Secretary of the Province.

e

On the twenty-eighth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-foar,
Siméon Lelievre and William Locker Felton, Esquires, met at the place apppointed
for the sittings of the Commission, and adjourn by reason of the absence of Camp-
bell Sweeny, Esquire, who has not reached the City of Quebec.

~— S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on the thirtieth day of the sald month of January, in the said year one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, the said Siméon Lelievre. and Williaa
Locker Felton, again met at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Com-
mission, and again adjourned by the reason of the absence of the said Campbell

Sweeny, Esquire.
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON. *~

And on the, thirty-first of January, in the year one thousand éight hundred and

fifty-four, the Commissioners met at the place appointed for the sittings of the said-

Commission :—

Present :—CaxpperLt. Sweeny, Esquire, in_the Chair; StueoN LELIEVRE,
Eequire, and WiLuian Locker Farton, Esquire.

inth year of -
Her Majesty’s Reign, intituled, ¢ An Act to empower Commissioners for inquiring -

eggres sy
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The Commission appointing them Commissioners to inquire into the conduct of
the Police Authorities, on the occasion of a Riot which took place in the City of
Quebec on the sixth day of Junc last, at a certain building in the said City, known
as Chalmers’ Church, and also into the state of the Police Force of the said City,
and the means to be adopted for the purpose of imparting greater efficiency to that
body, is read.

Euvcene Priuirpe Dorox, Esquire, is appointed Secretary to the Commission.

The following letter is agreed upon, and the Secretary is directed to address copies
of the same to John Maguire, Esquire, Inspector and Superintendent of Police,
Robert Henry Russell, Esquire, Chief of Police, and to F. X. Garneau, Esquire,
City Clerk :—

¢ QuEBEC, 31st January, 1854.

¢ Sir,—We have to inform you that, as the Commissioners appointed to inquire
“into the conduct of the Police Authorities, on the occasion of a Riot which took
“place in the said City of Quebec, on the sixth day of June, one thousand eight
¢ hundred and fifty-threc, at a certain building in the said City, known as Chalmers’

. * Church, and further to inquire into the state of the Police Force of the said City,
. *and the means to be adopted for the purpose of importing greater cfficiency to that
.“body,” we shall forthwith proceed to execute the duties confided to us under the
«“Commission issued for that purpose. ~The Commission has been this day
v “opened in the Parlisment Buildings in the City of Quebec.”

) « We have the honor to be, Sir,
V.o “ Your humble Servants,

“(Signed,) 2 CAMPBELL SWEENY,
“ SIMEON LELIEVRE,
“« W. L. FELTON.”

The sittings of the Commission are thercupon adjourned to the hour of ten o’clock
in the forenoon, on the first day of February, in the year onc thousand cight hun-

dred and fifty-four aforesaid. .
CAMPBELL SWEENY.
) S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

% On the first day of February, one thousand ecight hundred and fifty-four, the
{Parliament Buildings having been destroyed by fire, the said Commissioners—
#Campbell Sweeny, Siméon Lelievre, and William Locker Felton met in the
‘house number nine, Haldimand Street, and gave notice to the parties to whom
letters were addressed, of the change of place and sitting; and in consequence of
»-the confusion attendant on the fire, and the Commissioners not having yet received
ithe documents required to enable them to proceed further this day, have adjourned
:':%untll to-morrow, the second day of February, in the ycar aforesaid.

= . CAMPBELL SWEENY,
ki S. LEVIEVRE,
¥ W. L. FELTON.

© And on the said second day of February, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four, the Commissioners met at ten o’clock of the said day, pursuant to
adjournment. ) .

: Present: — Caxeeerr Sweeny, Esquire, Chairman; SmueoN LELIEVERE,
Esquire,-and WitLiam Locker Fevton, Esquire.

3
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The Commissioners not having yet received any documents or information to”
enable them to proceed .upon the first subject of the inquiry mentioned in their
Cog;missi&?, the following letter is agreed upon:— o :

5 V - % QuEBkc, 2nd February, 1854.

* Sir,—We have-the honor to request that we may be furnished with any docu~
‘ mentary._ evidence or information connected with our inquiries into the conduct
* and state of the Police Force of the City of Quebée, which may be in the posses-
< sion of the Government. Until we are supplied with these papers, we will proceed -
‘¢ with the investigation of the second branch of the inquiry confided to us.

" ¢ We have the honor to be, Sir,
¢ Your humble Secrvants,

“(Signed,)  CAMPBELL SWEENY,
“ SIMEON LELIEVRE,
“ W. L. FELTON,
¢ The Honorable P. J. O. CrAUVEAU,
- « Secretary.”

James Cunningham is appointcd the Messenger of the said Commission.

. 1t being anticipated, that in consequence of the burning of the Parliament
Houses, some time may elapse before the Commission is put in possession of the
necessary information and documents to proceed upon the first subject of the
inquiry submitted to the Commissioners, itis Resolved, that they will first proceed
upon the sccond subject of inquiry submitted to them; and, thereupon, subpcenas
are issued, requiring the appearance before them, on the following day, of Jobn
Maguire, Inspector and Superintendent of Police, Robert Henry Russcll, Chief of
Police, and F. X. Garneau, City Clerk.

And thereupon the sittings of the Commission are adjourned until ten of the
clock of the third day of February, in the year aforesaid.

CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on _the third day of February, one thousand cight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commissioners met, pursuant to adjournment, at ten o’clock in the morning of
the said day. .

Present :—CavreeLt Sweeny, Esquire, Chairman; Smveow Lenevee, Es-
quire, and WiLLiay Locker FevroN, Esquire.

And, being so met, procceded to the cxamination of witnesses, upon the
second subject of their inquiry, as follows :— '

Robert Henry Russell, of the City of Quebee, Esquire, being duly sworn, doth
depose and say:—I am Chief Constable of Police for the City of Quebec,
and have held and fulfilled the duties of that office for the last seventeen years,
or thereabouts. The Police force of the City of Quebec is constitufed and organ-
ized under the Ordinance of the 2nd Vie. cap. 2, intituled, * An Ordinance for
establishing an efficient system of Police in the Cities of Quebec and Montreal ;”
which Ordinance has been amended, firstly, by the 7th Vic. cap. 21 ; secondly, by
the 9th Vic. cap. 23, and lastly, By the 16th Vie. cap. 233, section 3, passed on
the fourtcenth of June, 1853.

The last occasion upon which the Police force wis organized was in the month
of May last, before the passing of the Act last mentioned. The men composing
the existing force were, therefore, enrolled and sworn in under the 2nd Vic. cap. 2.
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The men composing the Polite force were ‘engaged from year to year; their term
of engagement, therefore, expiting at the-end of that period, and under the ar~'
rangements existing up to thieFhonth of May last; the - year of engagement termi~
‘nated on the eighth or.tenth of May. Last year, in May, when it became
‘necessary to re-engage the men, I procured all those of the whole foce, who chose to
,remain, to be re-engaged. This was done upon my own authority.. At the time
tof the re-organizing of the force on the last occasion, sixteen engagements were
 made, as well to fill up vacancies: as to incréase the force; and the men selected
were so selected by the Police Committee of the City Council. All these men
were sworn by the Inspector and Superintendent of Police. X know.of no parti-
cular rule laid down for the sclection of the men, except with reference to their
age ; and the men are supposed to be under forty years of age; and I am'not
aware that any inquiry is made from persons wishing to engage for the Police.
Force with reference to their creed, language, place of birth, or origin. I have ne-
ver made such inquirics myself. The engagements are made as follows :—Under
the direction of the Police Committce an advertisement, signed by me, is inserted
in the public papers of this City, in both languages, requiring candidates for ad-
mission into the Police force to apply to me. Tj?pon such application, I inquire
, a8 to the name, age, residence and character of thc applicant, and require him to

;bring certificates as to character. Upon the production of certificates of good

fconduct from applicants, the whole is submitted to the Police' Committee of the
1City Council, who, from the names submniitted and certificates produced, make such

;selection as they decm proper: so-that, in fact, engagements to fill up vacancies and
to increase the force are made by the Police Committee of the Council, s

c'The men composing the force arc paid -monthly by the Corporation of the

1ty. - .

" The force is composed, at present, of a Chief Constable of Police, four Consta-
bles, and thirty-two Sub-constables, This does not include three Detective Police,
two of whom are Constables, and one Sub-constable. The whole of this force is

. paid by the Corporation, at the following rates :—The Chief Constable at the r:
of £200;, the Constables at the rate of five shillings a day,, and the Sub-co:

" bles at the rate of four shillings a day. The Constables and Sub-constabl s
ther reccive a suit of winter and a suit of summer clothing, at an average do#t §

- about seven pounds, ten shillings, for cach man. This clothing is also paid oz Ry

* the Corporation. : AR

i This Force-is distributed throughout the City, as follows :—First, in two P
: Stations, one of which is situated in- the Upper Town of the City, in rear of
: City Hall; the other in tiic Lower Town of the City, Cul-de-Sac Street. The-
"whole Force is equally divided into two divisions. These divisions are again sub-
“divided into two divisions. A whole division is put upon guard every morning, at
,nine o’clock ; a sub-divisioh in number one, or Upper Town Station; the other
¢ sub-division in number two, or the Liower Town Station, The division which has
»come off guard in the morning, if not required for duty, is allowed to retire home
« until eight in the evening, when they, are again paraded, and marched off to patrel
wthe City until midnight, when they return to the station to report, and where they’
sare_kept until the last man of theidivision comes in, when they are discharged, if -
:, their services are not further required by any unusual occurrence. This division is
iagam paraded at nine o’clock in the morning, and put upon guard for the-next
i twenty-four hours. The division put upon guard in the morning for the next
- twenty-four héursis distributed as follows:—under the direction of the Market Com-~ .
. mittee, the Police Committee, and of the Mayor of the City, namely; two- on the'
- Lower Town Market, two on St. Paul’s Market, onc on the Upper Town Market,
one patroling St. Paul and St. Peter’s Streets, 'one patroling the City within the
: walls, taking the main streets, two in St. Lewis and St. Jobn’s Suburbs, and two
- § .

oy
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in St. Roch’s; and one at John’s Gate, by the order of the Inspector and Super-
intendent of Police. _ .

The division coming off guard in the morning and again put upon duty at eight
o'clock in the evening, is told off for patroling as follows :—a Censtable and four
Sub-constables are divided through the Lower Town, under the orders of the Con-
stable; four Sub-constables through. St. Roch’s, with a Constable every other
night ; four Sub-Constables through St. John’s and St. Liewis Suburbs witha Con~
stable in charge every other night. Four Sub-constables within the walls of the
City, two in St. Lewis, and two in St. Jobn’s Ward, and three detectives taking:
the whole round of the City, as oceasion requires. ¥

‘I can furnish the Commission with a list, by name, of the individuals now com-
posing the Police Force of the City, shewing the date of original appointment and
the authority appointing each individaal. Last May all the men ecmployed during
the past year, who were willing to re-engage, were sworn for the current year, with-
out exception. Up to September last, there were four detectives, and since that
time, three in the Police. They usually wear plain clothes and attcnd to public
meeiings of every description, such as concerts, plays, &c. . Their duty consists
also in enforcing the bye-laws of the Corporation, laying complaints against persons
guilty of infringing them, serving the informations by the Corporation, and notices
from the Road Surveyor, and they also perform thg duties of other Policemen, if re-
quired. From the year 1841, the Police Force has been paid by the Corporation.

Question.—Is there any code of Bye-laws or Rules and Regulations for the guid-
ance of the Police Force, under your immediate control ?

Answer.~X produce a printed book, containing Regulations for the governance of
the Police Force, Rural and City, and I know of no other published regulations,
Byec-laws or Rules for the Government of the Police Force, and I have since these
regulations were furnished me by Mr. Commissioner Coffin, in 1841, hitherto been
guided by them in the discharge of my duties. The book produced, I leave into
the hands of the Commissioners.

Question.—What is the nature of the duties imposed-upon the Police generally
on ordinary occasions ?

Answer.—Their general duties are pointed out by the Police Ordinance, Z Vic.
cap. 2, above mentioned, and more particalarly the sixth section of that Ordinance
in connection with the ninth gection thercof.

It is also o portion of their general duties to carry out and assist'in the execution
of the various Bye-Laws, Rules, and Regulations of the Corporation of the City
" of Quebec, for the good Government of the City.

Question.—What duties are imposed upon the Police Force upon the occasions
of fire within the City ?

Answer.—Immediately upon an alarm of fire, or the discovery of a fire, in the
first instance by the Police, one of thc Force is immediately dispatched to convey
the information to the Chief Constable of the Force, previously alarming the in-
mates of any building found to be on fire, and giving the alarm upon his way to the
Chief Constable; from thence he communicates the information to the stations and
to the Firc Inspector. Itis further the duty of the Police, on such occasions, even
if they are off duty, neverthcless, immediately to turn out and repair to the spot.
There is no rule in the Force obliging the men immediately to repair to the
Churches to cause the ringing of the fire bells. Upon the Force or any of the
men reaching the fire, (and those out upon duty are bound immediately to repair
thither,) it is their duty to protect property and to assist in saving as much as pos-
sible, to preserve the Peace, and to prevent crowds from congregating around the
Engines ; but further, it is not their duty to assist the Fire Brigade. I have upon
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. all occasions imposed it s a duty upon the men to assist in replacing effects which
have been moved out during a fire from a building, which had not been burnt, and
it is the duty of Policcmen to remain upon the spot where a fire has taken place,
" until there is no fire remaining, and until all the effects which have been moved are
" properly secured. _ . :

Question.—What are the duties of Thé Police at public meetings ? -

Answer.—Without any particular order upon the subject, it is a general standing
order of the Force that the Detective Police shall attend all public meetings, pro-
cessions, and places of public amuscments, for the preservation of the peace and
the protection of individuals. Independently of this Detective Force, a number
of Policemen, in uniform, are told off for servicc on these occasions, in number suf-
ficient—never less than four. When the Force excceds four, they are under the
* charge of a Constable, and I invariably attend myself on these oceasions.

Question.—Do you know of any rule compelling the Chief Constable of Police
or the Inspector and Superintendent of Police o be present upon the occasion of
; public meetings? ,

1 Answer.—1X do not know of any rule to that effect, but I have always considered
it my duty to attend on all such occasions.

+  Question.—\Vhat is the duty of the Police Force upon the occasion of riots or
“disturbances ?
" Answer.—1It is the duty of the nearest Policeman, upon the occasion of a riot or
. disturbance, immediately to inform the Constable in charge of the nearest station,
‘iwho will immediately turn out the whole of his Force ; and further, immediately to
finform the Chief Constable upon the subject. Upon arriving there, it is the duty
jof the Chief Constable to quell such riot or disturbance, if possible; but if it is
*found of too serious a character to enable him to quellit, it is his duty immediately
.to notify the Inspector and Superintendent of Police of the fact. |

The foregoing deposition (not yet concluded and to be resumed at the next sit-
‘ting of the Commission) having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,

decﬁa.ring it contained the truth, and hath ‘signed.

- Mdad

. . R. H. RUSSELL.
Sworn by and before us,
this third day of February, 1854.
CAMPBELL SWEENY,
Kl S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Ferrox, ..

R

. And it-being now three of the clock in the afternoon of the said day, the sit-
tings of the Commission are adjourned to the hour of ten of the clock in the fore-
“noon of the fourth day of February in the said year. :

CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
: W. L. FELTON.

% And on the fourth day of February, One thousand eight hundred and fifty~four,
Jhe Commissioners mect at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commis-
#8ion. ,

.} Present:—CaxrpeLL SweENY, Esquire, Chairman ; SpeoN LELIEVRE, Esquire,
}?nd Wiriav Locker Frrron, Esquire. '

f l;.l‘he examination of Robert Henry Russell, above named, is continued as
Jollows : —

>
»

e
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. Asin the case of ﬁre; it is the duty of the whole Police Force, including the
Detectives, to turn out in the event of a Riot or disturbance. -
Question.~What is the state of the Police Force of the City of Quebec with
_ respect to efficiency? A - '

Upon the foregoing question being put, the witness expressed the. desire that
time should be given him to consider his answer thereto; upon which the further
examination of said witness was postponed until Monday, the sixth day of Febru-
ary instant, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; the said witness having signed
the foregoing, declaring it contained the truth, the same having becn previously
read to him. .

. R. H. RUSSELL.
Sworn by and before us, as aforesaid.
CaMPRELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Feurox.

—

And thereupon the sittings of the Commission are adjourncd to Monday, the
sixth day of February instant, in the year aforesaid.

CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on the sixth day of Fecbruary, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Com-
mission,

Present :—CayeBert. Swrevy, Esquire, Chairman; Siveony LELEVRE, Es-
quire, and WiLtian Locker Fevroy, Esquire.

" Read a letter from the City Clerk, who had been duly summoned on the fourth .

instant to appear this day to give evidence, informing the Commissioners that in
consequence of the Municipal Elections taking place this day and to-morrow, it
would be almost impossible for him to absent himself from his office, and requesting
that his examination might be postponed until Wednesday next.

For the same reason John Maguire, Esquire, and Robert Henry Russell, Es- |

quire, informed the Commissioners they cannot attend until Wednesday next, the
former being obliged to be present at the clection for St. Peter’s Ward, it being
anticipated that disturbances might take place, there; and it being stated by the,
latter, that he had received directions from the Acting Mayor to be in attendance,
for the preservation of the peace, with the whole of the Police Force at his
disposal.

Whereupon a subpeena was issued, addressed to Ulric Joseph Tessier, Esquire,
late Mayor of the City, William Headly Anderson, and Olivier Robitaille, Es-
quires, City Councillors and Members of the City Police, Committec Council.* It

being ascertained that the said Ulric Joscph Tessier, Esquire, was indisposed and

unable to attend to give evidence, and that the other witnesses summoned had not
been served personally, it was resolved to adjourn the sittings of the Commission
until the seventh day of February instant, at the usual hour, a subpcena previously
issuing to summon the said William Headly Anderson and Olivier Robitaille, and
also Greorge Hall and Paul Lepper, both of the City of Quebec, Esquires.

And thereupon, at one of the clock in the afternoon, the sittings of the Commis-

* Sic.
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sion are adjourned to the hour of ten of the clock in the forenoon of. the said
seventh day of February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four. -

g CAMPBELL SWEENY,
: - 8. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on the seventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commis-
sion.

Present :—CavPBELL SWEENY, Esquire, Chairman; Siveony Lerievee, Es-
quire, and WiLLiay Locker Ferrox, Esquire.

William Headly Anderson, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—I am a member of the Police Committee of the City Coun-
cil of Quebec, and have been so for the last two years. The deposition and testimony
of Robert Henry Russell, Chief Constable of Police for the City of Quebec, made
before the Commission on the third day of February instant, having been read to
me, I concur in the statement of facts therein contained, which appear to me to be

. very correct.
; Q Question.—What is the annual expense for maintaining the Police in the City of
" Quebee ?
Answer.—~Upon reference to the Report of the Treasurer of the City of Quebee,
: for the year 1853, it appears that the wages of the Police Force of the City amount
. to three thousand and thirtecn pounds twelve si:illings and sixpence, and the whole
expense of the Force including rent, clothing, gas, firewood and other contingen-
cies, and including the salary of the Chief of Police, amount to three thousand
" cight hundred and thirty-two pounds sixteen shillings.—This Report has not yet
. been audited, but I belicve it is correct.—The above sums are for the support of
: the Police Force of the City, exclusive of the River Police, Gaol Guard and Con-
*stables under the authority of the High Constable of the District. I have no
knowledge of the annual expcnse of the River Police who are maintained by a tax
* on the shipping entering the Port of Quebec, under the 14 & 15 Vie. cap. 25.
Question.—What is the state of the Policc Force of the City of Quebec with
respect to efficiency ? If you state that it is inefficient, state in what respect it is
{50 incfficient and the reasons of such inefficiency as far as they are within your
Jknowledge?
: Answer.—] consider that the Police Force is a2t prescnt inefficient, for the rea-
*son ihat men competent to discharge the duties of Policemen are difficult to be
thad, as 1 consider reading and writing, and a knowledge of the French® and
English languages indispensable.
. Question.—What, in your opinion, are the necessary means to be adopted for the
~purposc of imparting greater efficicney to the Police Force'in the City of Quebec?
.+ Answer—By procuring men qualified as stated in my foregoing answer.
5 The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
declaring it contains the truth, and hath signed.

o e

Ny

- W. H. ANDERSON.
WSworn and signed before us,

3 this seventh day of Fcbruary, 1854.
CAMPBELL SwEENY,

S. LELIEVRE,

W. L. Frurox. -

NESAREE S Tl b -
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Olivier Robitaille, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Physiciaii, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—I am one of the Members of the Police Committee of the
- Corporation of the! City of Quebec, and have been so for three years. - The Depo-
sition of Robert Henry Russell, Esquire, Chief Constable of the Police Force,
taken before this Commission on the third day of February instant, having been
read to me, I concur therein with the exeeption of the omission of the'following -
fact, viz :—that the Police Force is composed of fifty men during the season of
Navigation, and is reduced to the number mentioned by Mr. Russell, at the closing
of the Navigation.

Question.—What is the annual expense of the maintenance of the Police, in the
City of Quebec?

Answer.—The expense for the year ended the thirty-first of December last, is
three thousand eight hundred and thirty two pounds sixtecn shillings (£3832 16s.,
according to a statement furnished to the Members of the Corporation, by the City
Treasurer, (which I consider correct) not including the River Police, Jail Guard,
and High Constable and his department.

Question.—Have you any information relating to the River Police, that you can
give to this Commission ?

Answer.—To this question I reply, that the River Police consists of four or five
boats, each manned by seven men. The Superintendence of this Force is confided
to Robert Henry Russell, Esquire, also Chief of the City Police. The Police
Comnmittee, considering the mutual assistance which these two bodies of Police could
render each other in case of disturbance, deemed it right to allow the Chief of Police
to devote a part of his time to the'Superintendence of the River Police.  For the
superintendence of the latter force he receives a certain salary. The above infor-
mation was given to me in my capacity of Member of the Policc Committee.

Question.—What is the state of the Policc of the City of Quebec, as to its
efficiency ; if you consider it inefficient, in what respeet is it so, and what are the
causes of such inefficicney, as far as you know ?

Answer.—1 am inclined to believe that the Police is efficient for the wants of the
City. It would be desirable that the men composing the Police Force should un-
derstand the French and English Languages, and should know how to read and
write, but more especially that they should speak the two Languages. Many dif-
ficulties would immediately be removed if the parties understood one another. I
consider the expcnse of the maintenance of the Police Force beyond the means
and income of the City of Quebec, and altogether out of proportion to the general
expenses. If the Force were reduced to thirty-five men, from fifty, of which num-
ber it is now composed in summer, with the conditions mentioned by me above,
that they should know the two Languages, it would be sufficient for the mainten-
ance of the public peace—for, in times of Riot, the difference between thirty-five and
fifty men could not produce the desired effect, that of restoring peace, and the re-
sult would be the same. The Police Force as now constituted, in order to be ef-
fective, zhould be under the control of the Executive of the Corporation by whom
it is paid.

Qz??sltz‘on.——-\’Vhat means ought, in your opinion, to be adopted to give greater
cfficiency to the Police Force in the City of Quebec ?

Answer.—Considering thie cxpenses incurred by the Corporation for the mainten-
ance of the Police Force and the Firc Department, amounting to five thousand
three hundred and odd pounds, it would be desirable to have a regularly disciplined
Force, able to render immediate assistance at fires and sufficient to restore and
maintain peace in casc of riots. The Corporation should have the power in such
case to tax the parties interested, such as Insurance Companies, &c., to meet the
excess of expenditure; then such a Force consisting of about a hundred and fifty
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% enrolled men ¢ould meet all difficulties which might afterwards happen. - The
& Police as now constituted has absolately no unity of action, an object as desirable
22 as it is indispensable. T L -
2 The above "deposition being réad to the witness, he persisted therein, declaring
g»é that it contains the truth, and hath signed. :

o

-t

H ‘ OL. ROBITAILLE
. Sworn and signed before us,

this seventh day of February, 1854.
CAMPBELL SWEENY,

. S. LELIEVRE,
¥ W. L. Fecrox.

.‘a Yar =tV
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{ _ Paul Lepper, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—
ST am a Member of the Police Committce of the City Council of Quebec, and
i*have been so for the last three years.

¢ Having heard the deposition of Robert Henry Russcll, Chief Constable of Police
~“Jor the City of Quebec, taken before this Commission on the third day of Febru~

,&ry instant, I declare that I concur in the facts thercin stated, as far as my know-
ledge of the details extend.

*  Question.—What is the amount of the expense of the Police Force of the City
“of Quebec? .

3% Answer.—The Report of the Treasurer of the City of Qucbee for the year
1853, which is the most authentic source of information, shows that the wages of
£the Police Force, exclusive of the River Police, the Gaol Guard and the High
','_§Constable of the District’s Department, amounts to £3,013 12s. 6d., which, with
~ithe other expenscs, amount to the sum of £3,832 16s. 0d.

i . The Police Committee have had it in contemplation to draw a code of Regula-
tions for the conduct of the Police Force, indicating their respective duties, but it
“#has not yet been completed. 1In my opinion such a code is very much wanted.

z Question.—What is the state of the Police Force of the City of Quebec with
‘xespect to efficiency ; if you state that it is incfficient, state in what respect it is
80 inefficient, and the reasons of such inefficiency, as far as they are within your
. knowledge?
.7 Answer.—1I look upon them as a body of men equally efficient as any other body
"of men of the same number. I think that improvements could be made in the
mode of doing duty. In the first place, they do not, the majority of them, appear
‘40 be familiar with how far their authority extends; which arises in a great mea-
-sure from the want of a written code of instructions, which, in my opinion, they
~-ghould always have by them. I should think that the Police moving in a body 1s
.ot the best mode of detecting and preventing the regulations of the City being
:interfered with ; and were the Police placed in different points singly, moving
_and meeting each other on different points, the duty would be better performed,
Jnasmuch as in many instances the Police are not to be found in cases of
%ergency, without going to a great distance. In all instances they ought to be
Bupplied with rattles, and should have fixed beats which they should patrol regu-
Jarly and singly. I also think that the Chief of Police ought to make his rounds
-Bwo or three times a day, so as to enable him to see that the men are doing their
:Muty and af their posts.
»# Question.—What in your opinion are the means to be adopted for the purpose of
.impartmg greater efficiency to the Policec Force in the City of Quebec?
3 4
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* . Apswer.—The Chief of Police,in my opinion, should be responsible, and have
control and power of the Police Force on duty. He ought also to have the power
to act in the absence of any higher authority, and be made responsible to the authori-
. tiles undeér which he acts. If such were the case there could be no cause of com-

plaints on his part, in case of riot and disturbance, that he could not_ act- without
. a higher authority. Under the present system the Chief of Police takes his
instructions from the Inspector and.Superintendent of Police, who, not being on
the s.[;:g in case of emergency, is not so well able to judge of the duty that may be
required. )

I donot think, during the summer months the number of Police should be less than
at the present, inasmuch as the great number of strangers and foreigners (I allude
more partionlarly to seamen and labourers, who visit the City, and come here dur-
ing the summer months,) who require great attention on the part of the authorities
t% kee;; in order (a8 a greater portion of the petty riots and disturbances arise among
them. .

In the winter months, the two-thirds of the present number are sufficient for the
duty to be performed, unles during the time of clections. A proper system ought
to be adopted to bring into force a certain number of Special Constables, in cases
of emergency.

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he declares it con-
tains the truth, and hath signed. :

PAUL LEPPER.
Sworn and signed before us,
this seventh day of February, 1854.
CAMPBELL SWEENY,

S. LELIEVEE,
‘W. L. Ferrox.

- —
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* And it being half-past three of the clock of the said day, the sittings of the said
Comumission arc adjourned to ten of the clock of the eighth day of February, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four. '

CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTOXN.

And on the eighth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commissioners met at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commis-
sion.

Present:—Cayeperr. Sweeny, Esquire, Chairman; SmeoN LELIEVRE, Es-
quire, and WarLter Locker FeLToN, Esquire.

Robert Henry Russcll, of the City of Quebec, appeared this day before the Com-~
missioners and continued his deposition, as follows :—

To the Question put to him upon which he expressed a desire that time should
be given him to consider his answer, which Question is as follows:— .

Question.—What is the state of the Police Forcé with respect to efficiency? If
you state that the Force in question is not as cfficient as it might be, oris inefficient,
state freely and in- detail the reasons, causes and particulars of such inefficiency.

Answer.—The Police Force cannot be efficient as at present constituted. There
are twenty-one heads, or two ruling powers,—First, an Inspector and Superinten-
dent of Police, under the Police Ordinance, 2 Vic. cap. 2.—Secondly, the Mayor
and Councillors of the City of Quebec.
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To the first, under the Police Ordinance is given the whole control, the appoint-
ment and dismissal of the men. . . : :

The Corporation pay and clothe the Police, and consider it as their right to en-

ce the men and employ them as they see fit, reduce, discharge, and incréase the
%‘a(;'ce at pleasure. .The Mayor, Police Commiitee, the Health, the Road, the Mar-
ket and other' Committees direct the Chief of Police to employ or post the men as
they require, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police gives his orders to send
men on this or that duty, to post 2 man or men here or some other place, send men
outside the City limits, which is contrary to the ordersof the Corporation—all have
to be obeyed, if possible. The most efficient Police we have had in Quebec” was
under a Commissioner of Police, similar to the London Police. .

By the Act appointing a Commissioner of Police, the judicial power vested in
the Inspector and Superintendent of Police ceased. A Police Magistrate totally
unconnected with the Police Force was appointed ; his duties were performed in the
Police Office, similar to that of London Police Magistrates. The Police were
first under an Inspector and Superintendent of Police, secondly under a Commissioner
of Police, and then under the Corporation of the City of Quebec. The men then
comprising what was termed the Police, were sworn in as Constables by the Magis-
trates sitting in Quarter Sessions, which of course deprived them of the only means
which could possibly add to their efficiency, viz: 2 Vic. cap. 2. After the expira-
tion of the Act which appointed a Commissioner, an Inspcctor and Superintendent
of Police for the Cities of Quebec and Montreal were again appointed (2 Vie. cap.
2,) with two Policemen for ecach City; which appointment continues to this day.

During the time Mr. Taschereau was Inspector and Superintendent of Police,
the men selected by the Police Committee were sworn in by Mr. Taschereau, at
the request, I believe; of Mr. Caron, who was then Mayor of the City, and were
thereby invested with the powers of the 2 Vie., cap. 2. 'The practice of swearing
in the men annually has been continued by the two Inspectors and Superintendents,
who succeeded Mr. Taschereau.

I am held responsible for the conduct and due performance of the duties of the
men placed under my charge. I neither select the men, nor can I discharge them
for neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, or misconduct. I merely can suspend
until the case comes before the Policc Committee, who may order the party com-
plained of to be discharged, or sent back to his duty. The Police Committee have
at all times shewn me every attention.

Question.— W hat are the means to be adopted for the purpose of imparting to the
Police Force in question greater efficiency ?

Answer.—1I am of opinion, from the experience I have had as Chief Constable of
Police and Inspector of Police, during a period of nearly seventeen years, that the
most efficient Police Force we have had during that time was under the control of
a Commissioner of Police, with a Police Magistrate, the latter acting in a judicial
capacity only, similar to that of London, and I feel confident that a Police Force,
so constituted, would be the most efficient in every respect that it is possible to have,
and would give general satisfaction.

Question.—Qught the Police Force, organised as mentioned in vour last answer,
to be under the immediate control of the Government or of the City Authorities ?

Answer.—My opinion is, that a Police Force to be efficient, ought to be under
the control of the Executive Government. I speak from experience, having tried
both systems.

The present Police Force are not, as a body, kept together in barracks, but each
man has his own private residence, living where it best suits him. Since I have had
the immediate control of the Police Force of this City, as Chief Constable now, and
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as Inspector formerly, I have had the Police living in barracks, and I have had
them, as now, living apart, and: from experience in the matter, I state as a fact;, and
not as a mere matter of opinion, that to give the greatest possible degreeof efficien~
¢y to a Foree of this description, it must be kept in barracks.

Among the beneficial effects resulting from the latter system are the following :
—the withdrawing of the men from immediate contact with the people over whom.
they have to act, the having them at hand both night and day, the greater facility
of compelling them to attend to their duty both on ordinary and extraordinary
occasions, and the greater degree of discipline and consequently of efficiency which
can be imparted to the body under the system.

Question.—Would not the latter system have the effect of considerably diminish-
ing the expenses of keeping up the Force, inasmuch as a number of men together
can be lodged, found with light and fuel, and. fed at a cheaper rate than the same
number of men apart from one another ?

Answer.—I am of opinion that men living together can be provided for in the
above particulars at a cheaper rate than when living apart, and that consequently
the latter system is less expensive than the other.

.—How would the cfficiency of the Police Force be affected by the men

being traihed to the use of arms, and provided with arms to be used in case of

necessity ? .
Answer.—I am of opinion that such a course would increase the efficiency of that

body, and I am h;thpr.of opinion, that the most effective arms to be used by such
a body isa short carbine with a bayonet.

One of the difficulties to be contended with under the present system is, the
difficulty of compelling the regular attendance of the men when about to go on
duty. It is also found difficult to compel them constantly to wear their uniform.

WATER POLICE.

Independently of the City Police, of which I have up to this moment spoken,
there is organized, during the summer months or scason of navigation, a River
Police. This River Police is also under my immediate control. It was last year
composed of twenty-eight men, namely,—four Coxswains and twenty-four Sub-
constables, manning four six-oar gigs. This River Police was established in 1838.
It was then composed of onc boat, manned by Constables of the City Police, and
composed of such force as occasion required. In 1839 the Force was increased to
three boats, (six-oar gigs,) manned each with one Coxswain and six men, not taken
from the City Force, but specially engaced for the purpose. From time to time,
subsequently, the number of boats and men was increased until 1852—when it was
composed of five boats, manned by thirty-five men.

In consequence of the necessity for inercased wages during the last year, the
number of boats was reduced to four, and the number of men to twenty-eight.

These men are cngaged by me, and sworn in by the Inspector and Superinten-
dent of Police, and the Municipal Authorities have no control over them.

This Force at present is paid by a tax of threc-farthings for every ton upon
every vesscl of one hundred tons or more, entering the Port from any place beyond
the castern limits of the Province, or clearing out from the said Port for any place
beyond the same limits. This tax is levied under the 14th & 15th Vic. cap. 25.°



29

-e

-

Previously to the passing of this Aét, this Force was paid by voluntary contribu-
tions by the shipping, of so much per ton, which was paid into the hands of the
Collector of the Port. R ’ o
Independently of the fund arising under the Act above mentioned, monies aris-

ing out of the sale of timber, “boats and other effects unclaimed and saved by the -
River Police, are also appropriated to defray the expenses of the body. .

__ During the last year one coxswain was paid at the rate of seven shillings and
sixpence a day, the other three at the rate of six shillings a day, and the Sub-con-
stable at the rate of five shillings a day.

The statement which I now fyle, intituled, ¢ Pay List and contingent expenses
“ of the River Police for 1853,” is a statement of the expenses attendant upon the
keeping up of that Force during the past year. )

As to the distribution of the Force, I can only say that each boat is manned by
gix men and a coxswain, and sent wherever their presence is required.

The duties imposed upon this Force are so various that I can only enumerate a
few of them; among these are executing all warrants, not only for the shipping but
for the City, or for any part they can reach by the river; to aid and assist the ship-
ping on all occasions and at all times, day or night. When Ships have lost their
men by desertion or otherwise, to assist in moving them in the Port of Quebec;
putting men who have shipped here on board of their vessels; assisting vessels to
get under weigh when about leaving the port; picking up timber, boats or any
other effects which may be found adrift or stolen, and this not only in the Port but
for considerable distances above and below the Port; preventing desertion at all
times, for which purpose, one, two, or three boats are kept all night as occasion
requires, to go on board of vessels the crews of which refuse to do duty or proceed
to sea; upon which occasions, the Force has been sent as far, occasionally, as

~ Green Island below ; to assist the City Policc on land whenever occasion requires,
- &c., &ec., &c.

With respect to the efficiency of this Force I believe it is not exceeded by any
* like body of men on the Continent of America.

I now, as requested, give a statement shewing the name, rank, age of the River
i Police, and whether married or unmarried, origin, creed, date of cngagement and.
. by whom engaged, during the season of 1833.

: The observations which I have made in relation to the means to be adopted to
7 give greater efficiency to the City Police, are generally applicable to the River Po-
4 lice, and they would derive the same advantages from living in a body, that is, in
“. barracks, being under the immediate control of the Exccutive authorities, as the
% City Police.

* To render this force in question completely cfficient, having regard to the extent
, of the Port and the amount of shipping arriving thereat, I am of opinion that the
; Force ought to be composed of at least five Coxswains, thirty Sub-constables and
{ five boats; at the rates paid during the last year it would increase the expenditure
+of the Force and would make it not much under £2,250.

CITY POLICE.

- Question.—Is it necessary that the City Police Force, supposing it to be or-
% ganized in such a way as to render it most efficient, should be increased in number,
+ and to what extent ?

5 Answer.—I am of opinion that during the summer months the City Police ought
% to consist of four Detectives and fifty men, namely, one Detective Constable, with

Rephasa, o
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three Sub-constables, and six Constables and forty-four Sub-constables; and I am
further of opinion that this Force ought not to be reduced in winter, because when
re-engaging, in the spring to complete the Force we get inexperienced hands, re-
quiring training, and destroying the complete efficiency of the force nntil that train-
ing is obtained.

STATIONS. .

Under the'present system and by way of economy, the Champlain Street Sta-
tion is closed during the winter. 1 am of opinion that, instead of closing this
Station, another Station ought to be added, namely, in the Suburb of St. Rochs ;
thus dividing the Force into four Stations :—

One in the Upper Town,
One in the Lower Town,
One in Champlain Ward, and
One in St. Rochs Ward.

Question.—Xs there any other Police Force in the City of Quebec except the
Municipal and River Police, respecting which you hidve been already interrogated ?

Answer.—There is the following :—

lst. The Gaol Police, under the order of the Sheriff of the District.

2nd. The High Constable and his Subordinates. i

3rd. Two Policemen, appointed by Government, with the Inspector and Super-
intendent of Police.

Question.—What is the amount of wages or payment made to these two Police-
men, and by whom is it paid ?

Answer.—1 think their pay is three shillings and sixpence a day, paid by
Government, who also provide them with clothing similar to that of Constables of
City Police. In addition to this regular pay they receive payment for the service
gld execution of warrants and other proceedings in the Police and Magistrates’

ourts. .

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
declaring it contains the truth, and hath signed.

R. H. RUSSELL.
Sworn and signed before us,
this seventh day of February, 1854,
CAMPBELL SWEENY,

S. LELIEVEE,
W. L. Fevrox.

The sittings of the Commission are thereupon adjourned to the hour of ten in
the forenoon, on the ninth day of February instant, in the year one thousand eight

hundred and fifty-four.
CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on the ninth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commissioners met at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commis-
sion.
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Present: —CaveseLr. SweeNy, Esquire, Chairman; Smeon Leuievrs, Es-
quire, and WiLLia Locker FeLron, Esquire.

William Smith Sewell, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Sheriff, having been duly
sworn, doth depose and say :—As Sheriff of the District of Quebec, I was ordered
by Government to organize a Police Force to guard the Gaol. In accordance to
this order, I have destined ten men and two Sergeants to form this guard. They
are armed with carbine and sword. They have also a plain uniform. The Ser-
aeants receive five shillings a day, and the men three shillings and sixpence.
The whole expense of clothes and pay is about nine hundred pounds per annum.

There are employed at each Quarter Sessions, from three to five paid Constables,
at five shillings a day each. The Quarter Sessions usually sit from ten to fourteen
days each. There are also eight paid Constables employed during the Session of
the Court of Queen’s Bench, which sits during the same time. These men also are

aid a{) tim.e same rate. These Constables are not included in the Municipal or
iver Police.

During the last October Sessions of the Queen’s Bench, a larger number of Con-
stables were employed than usual. .

I will furnish the Commission with a Minute of the amount paid for the Gaol
Guard, and paid Constables, during the year 1853.

The forcgoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persists therein,
declaring it contains the truth, and hath signed.

WM. S. SEWELL.
Sworn and signed before us,
this ninth day of February, 1854.
CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Ferrox.

George Hall, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn, doth depose
and say :—I am a Member of the Police Committee of City Council of Quebec,
and I have been so for four or five years. I have been since 1850 the Chairman
of that Committee. ‘

I have beard read the deposition of Robert Henry Russell, Chief Constable of
Police, taken on the third day of February, instant, before this Commission, and
. I entirely concur in the statements of facts therein contained.

The expense of maintaining the Police Force.of the City of Quebec was, during
" the year 1853, the sum of £3832 16s., exclusive of the River Police, the Gaol
-. Guard, and High Constable’s Department.

' The Police Force during the summer months is usually increased by about
twenty over the winter establishment.

I think the number of the Police sufficient, if they were well selected and pro-
perly organized. I do not think so many are required in winter as in summer.

Question.—What is the state of the Police Force of the City of Quebec, with
. respect to efficiency ? if you state that it is inefficient, state in what respect it is so
" ingtﬁcient, and the reasons of such inefficicney as far as they are within your know-
. ledge.
 Answer.—I do not consider the Police efficient and I do not think they can be so

under the present system. There are too many heads. The Council interfere in the
- selection of the men. I think the selection ought to be ecatirely in the hands of
" the Chief of Police, and he ought to be responsible to some higher authority. Up
to the time of the * Gavazzi Riots” an additional cause of inefficiency arose from
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* dissensions between the Superintendexit of Police and the Chief Constable. .The
Police, as at present, are entirely wanting in discipline, g0 much so, that I do not
consider them miore available in case of riot or disturbance than a like number, of
men, taken indifferently from‘;“the ctozvd,%a_.nd furnished with sticks. o

Quesgbn.—Whaf; in your opixiioxi, are the necessafy means to.be adopted for the
;()znrposg of imparting greater efficiency to the Police Force in the City of
Quebec? - : , T

Ansiver.—I am of opinion that the Police Force should be enlisted for a term of
years-—that they should be regularly disciplined and trained to-the use of arms—that
they should bekept in barracks, where arms should be ready for them in -case of -
necessity, but of course not to patrol the streets with, upon,ordinary occasions. I
estimate essential to the efficiegcy of the Police that they should be habitually sepa<
rated from the population of tli% town. I also think they should be entirely subject
to the orders of one person, and removed from the influences as now affecting them,
by wishing to please so many persons whom they look to as their employers. The
men enlisted should all be young able-bodied-'men; there are now in the Police
fb;prce ;everal men who are wholly inefficient from not being young” and able-

odie ’ - ' S

Ishould prefer, if they could be obtained, young married men with small families,

to single men. / ‘ ' -

I think every Policeman should be able to read and write both langusges, if pos-
sible, but certainly one or the other; I also think that a printed code of rules and
regulations for the guidance of the Police, should be placed in the hands of each
individual, and thatit should be a part of his duty to make himself thoroughly con-
versant with it.

I am of opinion that by uniting the Municipal Police, the River Police, the Gaol
Guard and any other Police in the Town, into one body under one head, that a
greater efficiency would be attained, but this should not be done by any increase of
the amount furnished by the Corporation for Police purposes. The amount paid
by the Corporation is, I think, much too high, and out of proportion to the whole
revenue of the Corporation. The City itself is usually very peaceablc; itis the
transitory population which causes the chief necessity for so large a Police Force.
I therefore think that the greater part of the expense should be borne by the Gen-
eral Government.

My impression is, that apart from the extra expense, it would be advisable for
other reasons, that the Police should be kept in one body, either in barracks or sta-
tions, from which the men should be distributed to the several beats or patrols, as I
consider the mode of dividing them into several stations renders them more avail-
able in case of emergencies.

I am also of opinion that there should be four or five detective Police for Quebec,
and that they should be more effective than that they arc at present. ;

The foregoing dcposition having been read to the deponent, he persists therein,
declaring it contains the truth, and hath signed.

- '

GEORGE HALL.

Sworn and signed before us,
- this ninth day of February, 1854.
CaMPBELL SWEENY,

S. LELIEVRE, =~
W. L. Feurox.
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William Downes, of the City of Quebec, Esquiré, High Constablé, being duly -
sworn, doth depose and say :—For attending the Court of Queen’s Bench and
Quatter Sessions in the City.of Quebec, I usually summon from fifteen to eighteen
Special Constables. In consequence of the non-attendance of the Constables I am
authorized by Government to pay a certain number for attendance.at Quarter Ses-
sions, and the Sheriff of the District of Quebec provides a certairi number of paid
Constables for the Court of Queen’s Bench. The number I .employ and pay for the
Court of Quarter Sessions is usually four, but occasionally it is necessary to:employ

-two or three more. Their, pay is a-Qollar a day. :

Question:—What is the amount for the year'1853, paid or payable to you,or any
other officer under your control, for the execution and service'of Bench or -other.
Warrahts .and Subpeenas, issued out of-the Court of Queen’s Bench and Quarter-
Sessions. ' - .o

Answer~X have nothing to do’ with the Ben¢h Warrants issued out of the = -
Queen’s Bench ; they are executed by the Sheriff of the District. I am not pre-
pared, at this moment, to state the amount paid or payable’to me for these services,
but I will furnish the Commiission with a statement-of the amount in the course of
a few days. ’ v :

The foregoing‘ deposition having been read to the ;leponent, he persists therein,
declaring it contains the truth, and hath signed. i :

- A W. DOWNES, H.C.
Sworn and signed before us, R .

this ninth day of FeBruary,~1‘854. N

CAMPBELL SWEENY,
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Feuron.
. - ' - - i 3
Frangois-Xavier Garneau, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, City-Clerk, being
duly sworn, doth depose and say :—The expense of -maintaining.the Police of the
City of Quebec, for the year 1853, amounts to the sum of £3832 16s., exclusive

C

of the Water Police, (Gaol Gard, and High Constable’s department.

The Police Force ‘of the City of Quebec is organized under the 2nd Vie. cap. 2,
as amended by subsequent Acts, and on the 28th day of April, 1843, the Corpora-
tion of the City of Quebec ordained a Bye-law to establish and maintain a Police
Force in the City of Quebec, a printed copy of which I produce. There has been
no code passed by the City Council or.the Police Committee, for the guidance of
the Police so far as I know. - :

Question.—What ‘is the state of the Police Force of the City of Quebee, with
respect to efficiency ? If you state that it is inefficient, state in what respect it is so
;ngﬁicient, and the reasons of 'such inefficieney, as far as they are within your know- "
edge. N - ' | ‘ .

Answer.—1 believe the Police Force is as efficient as it can be under the circum-
stances of its being subject to two powers or authorities. I think the men gener-
ally are as good as could be obtained under present circumstances, inasmuch as there
is an unwillingness on the part of properly qualified persons, and the better class of
labourers to enter the Police Force; it is the idlest and leastrespectable class of the
‘Society who are willing:to enlist. - o - S

Question.—What in your opinion are the necessary means to be adopted for the
x:ixrpgse of imparting gredter efficiency to the Police Force in' the City- of
Quchec? - o . - '

5 ~ -
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- Answer.—I am hardly prepared-to answer this question, but my impression is, at
this moment, that the best. mode of imparting greater efficiency to them and impro-
ving the character of the Force generally, would be by giving them a military
organisation, and disciplining them, as is costumary in some other Countries; and
if disciplined in this-way it would be advisable to unite the City Police, Gaol
Guard, River Police, and any other Police or Constablesin the City into one body,
and under one command, provided-no additional burden would be laid upon tke
(i‘xoqgmtion'oﬁ the City, which I think is at present too heavy for the revenues of
t e ity- . A . ‘ ) ) .
The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
__and hath signed. - - ) ' '
- S F. X. GARNEAU.
Sworn and signed before us, .
this ninth day of February, 1854.
CamMPBELL SWEENY, )
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Fevton.

e

—

" And the sittings of the Commission are adjouined to the hour of ten of the
clock in the forenoon of the twenty-second day of February, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty~four, William Locker Felton, one of the Commissioners, being
called to Sherbrooke on public business. :

EUG. PH. DORION, Clerk.

And on the said twenty-second day of February, oue thousand eight hundred .
and fifty-four, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, Siméon Lelievre, and William Locker
Felton, assembled at the usual place of meeting, but do not proceed with the labor
of the Commission by reason of the decease of Campbell Sweeny, Esquire, Chair-
man of the Commission, which took place in Quebec, on the seventeenth dity of
February instant; and thereupon the said Siméon Lelievre and William Locker
Felton, adjourn to Thursday the twenty-third of February instant, at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, having first notified the Government that they were ready to
proceed forthwith in the execution of -the Commission. - ’

S. LELIEVRE,
N W. L. FELTON.

And on the said twenty-third day of February, one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-four, the said Siméon Lelievre and William Locker Felton meet, and not hav-
ing received any communication from the Government in relation to their proceed-
ings, adjourn until Friday the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand cight,
hundred and fifty-four. 1

S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on the twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
four, the said Siméon Lelicvre and William Locker Felton, meet at ten o’clock m:
the morning, and it having been intimated to them by the Honorable Lewis T..
Drummond, Her.Majesty’s Attorney General for Lower Canada, that the labors of
the Commission might be proceeded with by the two remaining Commissioners,
they proceeded-as follows :—

Jokn Maguire, of the City of Quebee, Esquire, Inspector and Superintendent
-of Police, appeared before the Commission, and certain questions in writing having’



35

N
2

"

been submitted to him, he desired:to examine the same and to prepare answers -
thereto; and thereupon, his further examination was postponed in order to afford him
time for that purpose. - « : SRR

The Commission being desirous of obtaining detailed information respecting the
expense of maintaining a Police Force-in Lower Canada, supposing the same tobe
kept in barracks and fed, clothed and supplied with necessaries in the same manner -
as Her Majesty’s troops, issue subpeenas requiring the attendanée of Lieutenant
Colonel Grubbe and Adjutant Firth, of the 66th Regiment, and also of Lieutenant
Colonel Stack and Adjutant Dalgleish of the 71st Regiment. :

The Commission, it being three o’clock, p.m., adjourn to Saturday, the twenty-
fifth of February, at ten of the clock, a.m. )

» S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And oa Sa.'turday', the twenty-ﬁfth day of February; one thousand eight hundred-
and fifty-four, the said Stmeon LEtieveE and Wirriam Locker FEvtoNn, meet at:
ten ¢’glock in the forenoon. ’ _ .

Lieutenant Colonel Grubbe and- Adjutant Firth, of Her Majesty’s 66th Regi- .
ment, and Adjutant Dalgleish, of Her Majesty’s 71st Regiment, appeared before
the Commissioners, and a written question having been submitted to them, they
intimate their willingness to answer it, if allowed a sufficient time to” prepare the
calculations which a satisfactory answer thereto involves. The Commission ac-
ceded to this request; and it being now half-past two o’clock, adjourn until Mon-

.day, the twenty-seventh day of February instant, at ten of the clock in the fore-
noon. :

I

i

S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON.

And on Monday, the twenty-seventh day of February, one thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty-four, His Excellency the Administrator, by a Commission under his
Hand and Seal at Arms, bearing date at the said City of Quebec on this day, hav-
ing associated Ralph Botcler Johnson, Esquire, with the said Siméon Lelievre
and William Locker Felton, Esquires, as Commissioners to inquire into the con-
duct of the Police Authorities on the occasion of a Riot which took place in the
City of Quebec, on the sixth of June last, at a certain building known as Chal-
mers’ Church; and also, into the state of the Police Force of the said City, and
the means to be adopted for the purpose of imparting greater efficiency to that
body, the said Siveox LEeLievre, WiLLiaM Locker FeLTon, and Ravre BoTeLER
JomNsox, meet at the place and time to which the mcetings of the former Com-
misfsiﬁn were adjourned, and proceed to act under the said last issued Commission
as follows:— :

Harry William Firth, Esquire, Lieutenant and Adjutant of the 66th Regiment,
now stationed in the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:—
In accordance with the desire of the Commission expressed on the 25th of February
instant, to Lieutenant Colonel Grubbe, of the 66th Regiment and myself, to give 2
detailed answer to the following question :—

Question.—Supposing a Police force to be organiged for Lower Canada, upon a
system by which the men would be kept in barracks, clothed, fed, furnished with
fuel, light, and other necessaries, how many men, including the necessary Superior
Officers, could be maintained for a sum of £25,000 currency, annually? I produce
a statement made by order of Colonel Grubbe, of the expense to Government of
a Regiment of the line in Quebec, for one year, with a reduced number of Officers,
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amounting to the sum of £16,215 18s; 3d. sterling; and I also produce a statement
made by myself, of the cost to the country of a Sergeant of Infantry, for one year
amounting to the-sum of £47 13s. 02d. currency, accompanied by some preliminary
observations in answer to the Question. . . .

-I have no.ot}i‘ér means’of arriving at a more exact solntion of this Questjon, but-
* my general impression is, that at the annual expense of £25,000 currency, an-effi-.

cient Police Xorce, amounting to four hundred men, might be maintained in
Lower Canada. - .~ ., - . i N ‘

. It will be seen upon reference to these documents that I have based my calcula-
tions upon-the expense of a Sergeant of Infantry of the Line for one yedr,as I
c%!i:sxder that a Policeman-should at least be on a par with that non-commissioned
officer. T e -

In the absence of any information as to the distribution of the Force in num-
bers, distance, &c., I can form no accurate_ opinion of what the necessary Superior
Officers should consist of, and being unacquainted with the relative salaries of the
public servants of this Province, I cannot fix on any amount of remuneration for
that class of officers, but the gradation of ranks may, I think, conveniently stand

_asfollows, or in some similar classes:— . ° »

As Officers :—One Chief Inspector or Chief Superintendent, Sub-Inspectors or
Superintendents, of one or more classes. )

Head Constables (as Sergeant-Majors) with about 1s. 6d. per diem increase.of
pay from Constable. 0 .

Constables (as Sergeants) withsabout 1s. per diem increase of pay from Sub-

constable.

Sub-constables :—Much advantage might arise by the appointment of Acting

» Constables, with a small increase of pay, say a third ‘or a half of the increase to a
Constable. B .

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he declares it con-

tains the truth, and hath signed.  —

. - - Lieut. and Adjt. 66th Regt.
Sworn and signed before us, ) oL
this twenty-seventh day of February, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FeLTON,
R. B. Jonnson.

—

Lieutenant Firth having testified that the statements now produced by him cen-

. tain the opinion of Licutenant Colonel Gribbe on the question submitted to him,

and inquired whether the attendance of that officer was required, the Commission
dispensed with Lieutenant Colonel Grubbe’s further attendance.

4 —

James Dalgleish, now residing in the City of Quebec, Ensign and Adjutant of
Her Majesty’s 7-1st Regiment of Highland Light Infantry, being duly sworn, doth
depose and say :—1I have been in the army for the last twenty-two years, and have
been Adjutant of the Reserved Battalion for upwards of two years.

Question.—Supposing a Police Force to' be organized for Lower Canada, upon a
system by which the men would be kept in Barrack, clothed, fed, furnished with

‘ &
HARRY Wwn. FIRTH, o

S
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- fuel, light and other necessaries, how many men, including the necessary Superior -,

C— >
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Officers could be maintained for a sum of twenty-five thousand pounds currency, -
annually? -~ - o « .
Ansiwer.~In accordance with the desire of the Commission, I have made and
now produce an'estimate of the number, rank, pay and expense which, in my opin-
ion, would attend the amnual maintenance of a Constabulary Force in Lower Ca- |,
“nads, based upon the-conditions referred to in the above Question. By this it
appears that— N '

/
A .

1 Inspecting Superintendent, T .
2 Superintendents, S o e
4 Inspectors, | -

20 Sefi‘eants,
2 Clerks, and

300 Constables

Might be organized and maintained in Lower Canada, upon a system somewhat
similar to that proposed, for the annual sum of twenty-five thousand pounds cur-.
rency. The Constables, I conceive, should be divided into three classes witk dif-’
ferent rates of pay. : ' .

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persists therein,
and hath signed. .

: ’ J. DALGLEISH, ./ -
N . Ens. and Adjt. 71st Regt.,
_Sworn and signed before us, . C T
this twenty-seventh day of February, 1854.

o

S. LeuEvRes = . e
‘W. L..FeLrol — ’ -
R. B. Jomnsow.

V. —

Nathaniel Massey Stack, Esquire, Lieutenant Colonel of Hér Majesty’s 71st, °
Regiment, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—I have read the above testi-
mony of James Dalgleish, .and also the statement by him {)roduced before " this
Commission in answer to the Question submitted to him. I concur in the state-
‘ments, calculations and opinion by him expressed in those documents.

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent; he persisted therein,

and hath signed.
. ' - N. M. STACK, .
: Lt. Col. 71st Regt

P

Sworn and signed before us, : . -

‘this twenty-seventh day of February, 1854.

" * 8¢ LELIEVRE, . - N
W:o L. Frrrox,- . -

R.' B. JonxsoN. o

.

. ~And it being three of the clock in the afternoon of the said day, the sittings of

the Commission are adjourned to the hour of ten of the clock in the forenoon of

- the twenty-eighth day of February, in the said year. ’ : : '

) B S. LELIEVRE, .. -
W. L, FELTON,,

. R. B. JOHNSON,

- A
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~  And on the twex;:?-eighth‘day of February,‘ one thousand eight hundred and
" fifty-four, the Comnfissioners meet at the placei appointed for the sittings of the
said Commission.. = . . ' . . - . o
Present:—SmeoN LeLievee, Esquire, Wmm Locker -FeLton, Esquire,
and Rarrr BoreLer Jomnson, Esquire. \ ‘ _
William Downes, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, High Constable, being duly:
sworn, doth depose and say:—I produce a Memorandum of thé expenses of the
Office of High Constable of the District of Quebec, for the year 1853, amounting
to the sum of £932 17s. 5d. currency; this amount covers all the charges for the
gervice of criminal process in that office, such as Subpeenas and Bench and other
public Warrants, exclusive of .the salary to the High Constable and -exclusive of
the allowances o Constables for attendance upon the Criminal Courts, but inclusive
of an allowazce of £30 a year for my attendance on the same.
The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persists therein,
and hath signed. S

, L | W. DOWNES, H.C.
Sworn and signed before us, . \ .

this twenty-eight day of February, 1854. - )
S. LELIEVRE; . ‘ 1,

W. L. Frurox, \

" R. B. Jomnson. Lo

S
- -

.- , -

- N « - o R \
+ . _ Joln Maguire, Esquire, Inspector and Superintendent of Police, appears before
the Commission and requests further time to prepare his answers to the written
questions submitted him. The Commission accedes to his request.

And beinig now three o’clock in the afternoon the said Commission is adjourned
until to-morrow, at ten of the clock in the forenoon. |

: . | S. LELIEVRE, ‘
8 © W. L. FELTON.
LN : \ R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the first day of March, one thousand eight| hundred and-ﬂﬁ;y-four, the
Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of  the said Commission.

Present:—Smueon Lerievre, Esquire, WiLLian Locker Ferto, Esquire, and -
' : : :

’

Ravre BoreLer Jomnson, Esquire. It -
. Joh# Maguire, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Inspector and Superintendent of

Police, being duly sworn, doth depose’ and say :—I am‘\ TInspector and Superinten-
dent of Police for the City of Quebec. . - "

The Police of Quebec is organized under the 2nd Vigtoria;, cap. 2, intituled,
¢ An Ordinance for establishing an efficient system of Police in the Cities of -
¢ Quebec and Montreal ;”” and also, under a Bye-Law of the City Council, passed -
on the second day of May, 1843,: and by Regulations (of the Council sirice that
date by which the number of the Police Force is diminished or increased.

The men composing the Force are selected by the Police Committee of the City
Council, and sworn in by the Inspector and Superintend%;xt of Police to serve for
one year; if continued in ‘the Force they are re-sworn at the commencement of
every succeeding year. The men are engaged from year to year.

X'am not aware that any.rule exists to guide the Police Committee in selecting
the men as to age; origin-and creed,. or as to whether théy are married or single.
In practice, however, young, able-bodied, single men appeat‘i to have been preferred
by the Police Committee. ~The majority of the Force speaks the English language.

- LY

|
|
!
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I do not recollect having named any of the men myRelf, but I may have done so
- -on one or two occasions. Although I conceive that I had the legal right to do so

under the Ordinance I have already. referred to, f abstained from exercising that
right to avoid coming into collision with the City Council. - When men are dis-
charged for misconduct or other cause, that power has generally been exercised by
the Police Committee.- Lo o

Notwithstanding the exercise of such powers by the Police. Committee, it is, in
my opinion, doubtful whether any Police, not organized under .the 2nd Vic. cap.
2, can be considered as. legally established, and whether any Rules for the regu-
lation of the Force, not made by the authority pointed out by the fourth section of
the said Ordinance, would be legal ; ‘nor can I see any authority vested in the City
Council or Police Committee involving the right to dismiss any of the Force. By
‘- the Act passed in the last Session of the Legislature, 16th Vic. cap. 233, the Po-
lice Force is declared to be under the.exclusive control of the Mayor and Coun-
cillors of the City of Quebec. This new Act may give to the City Council the
right to exercise thereafter the power I have referred to. - - ,

The 10th and 11th sections of the Bye-law of the City Council establishing a
Police Force, assume that the Council -had the right to exercise these powers, but
I am not aware of any Law conferring' that right upon them.

Question.—Is there any code of Byeaws or Rules and Regulations for the guid-
ance of the Police Force of the City of Quebec? - s

. Answer.—1 have been told that when Mr. Coffin was Commissioner of Police,
Raules and Regulations for the Police were published. I do not recollect that I ever
saw them, and I have been informed by Mr. Russell that the copies have all disap-
. peared except one that remains with himself, and which he has given recéntly to the
Chairman of the Police Committee, Edward Glackmeyer; Esquire, for republication
with some alterations. I am alsoaware that the subject of Rules and Regulations for
the guidance of the Police has been under the consideration of the.City Council,
and that they have not been finally adopted. I have no knowledge of any-other
Rules bearing on discipline and duties of the Police, except such as are found in the
Law, in some of the Bye-laws of the City Council and in Resolutions adopted by
- that body from time to time. ) .

. Question.—Do ou know of -any Rule requiring the Inspector. and Superinten--
dent or Chief Constable of Police to be present upon the, occasion of Public Meet-
ings, Elections, Fires, Riots or other disturbances of public order?

Answer.~I am not aware of any rule on the subject, but without any written
rule, there are duties appertaining to every office which should be understood and
discharged. The purpose for which the Police Force is formed, is prineipally-the
maintenance of quiet and good order, and the protection of property. The Police,
I believe, always attend at fires and at public meetings, elections and other occasions,
such as referred to in the question, when their services are required, under the com-.
mand of Mr. Chief Constable Russell ; and if informed that any serious disturbance
- was apprehended, T should be willing and consider.it my duty to. be also present. -

- Question.—How many Constables are attached to the Police Office, and what are
their names, and what is the amount paid to them for their serviees, either from the
Government or from fees? ) 0

Answer.—There -are two -Constables under my control attached to the Police

- Office. Their names are- William Falconbridge and John McNulty. They are
paid by the. Government.three shillings per diem, inr addition to which they make
something for services rendered as bailiffs after office hours, or ‘when their services
can be dispensed with. For these services I'presume.thatthey are paid. I can
‘not say how much. They also occasionally derive some advantage from. the execu-
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tions of Warrants and services of Summons, in the-form of fees, but to what amount

‘I am not prepared to say. . . ;
Question.—What is the state of the Police Force of the City of Quebec, with
respect to efficiency ? If you state that it is inefficient, state in what respect it is so
ine{ﬁcient, and the reasons’ of such inefficiency as far as they are within your know-
edge. B LT e
-, Answer.—The Police Force is coniposed of about fifty men in summer and thirty-
six in winter, at-a cost to the City of about £3,800 per annum. I am of opinion
that the number of the Force is sufficient, and, if well trained and disciplined, ought
-to be very effective. . . L
Question.—What, in your opirion, are the necéssary means to be adopted for the
purpose of 'imparting greater efficiency to the Police Force of the City of Quebec ?

Answer.—The removal of the Police from the influence of competing authorities,
such as that derived from the Ordinance 2 Vie. cap. 2, and that exercised by vﬂ;e
%orporation, is one means by which greater efficiency might be imparted to the

orce. : .- oo

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed.

J. MAGUIRE.
Sworn and signed before us,
this first day of March, 1854.

S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Ferrox,
R. B. Jouxsox.

And the Commission here close the Enrguéte relating to the sccond branch of the
Inquiry submitted to them.
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L.. FELTON,
R. B. JOHNSON.

And proceeding to the further execution of their Commission, they now enter
upon the Enguéte relating to the first branch of their said Inquiry.

s Wilkam Smith Sewell, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Sheriff, being duly
sworn, doth depose and say :—I am the Sheriff of the District of Quebec.

It is to my knowledge that on the sixth day of June last, a riot and disturbance
occurred in the City of Quebec, at a place ealled Chalmers’ Church. I was present
on the oceasion. A lecture was being given by Father Gavazzi in the Church in
question. The Church was pretty full, and there might have been a thousand people.
The Lecture commenced  little after seven o’clock in the evening and it proceeded
about three-quarters of an hour without interruption, when some person in the
Church, on the opposite side to me, made use of some short expression, the purport
of which I did not catch. This was followed by cries of ¢ turn him out,” pro-
cceding from various parts of the Church. I cannot say to whom these cries were
addressed. The Congregation then stood up, and a very short time afterwards, a
few moments, several men armed with sticks rushed up to the pulpit where the Lec-
turcr was, I proceeded to the same spot myself. It was evident from the first
that the object of the Rioters was to get at Gavazzi. They scaled the pulpit by means
of the precenter’s desk over and over again, and were as often repelled by Gavazzi
himself assisted by Sergeant Lawson. Several of the Congregation were on the stairs
behind, so that there was no passage to him that way. I saw Father Gavazzi
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thrown out of the pulpit. He was assisted down into the basement of the Church.
A short time afterwards, there was a cry that they were murdering him down below.
I went down. It was perfectly dark. I could do nothing. I saw nothing.
Then I returned for a'light. The light was procured by somebody. When I re-
< turned down, 1 saw Gavazzi: he was covered with blood; and. Paoli was lying
wounded on some pew cushions. Iremained in the basement until the Mayor arrived
and took Gavazzi away, and I went away myself. Several of the windows of the
Church were brokem, also two lamps in theinterior of the Church; and there wete
marks of stones on the walls and on the wood-work also in the interior of the Church.

»

Altogether the damage to the Church was trifling. - :

Question.—What space of time elapsed from the first interruption up to the
period when the disturbance ceased ?

Ansyrer.—From the time of the first interruption until Gavazzi was thrown out
~ of the Pulpit, (which I consider as the termination “of the Riot,) I should think it
must have been one hour. ’ -F

1 first saw the Police in the Church immediately before Gavazzi was thrown out
of the pulpit. I saw them coming to the Church Indian file. I had not seen any
of them in the Church before. T do not know how long they had been outside of
the Church. I think that about twenty Policemen must have come into the
Church. The Policemen immediately procecded towards the pulpit, and the dis-
turbance ceased shortly after; that is, about five or six minutes, or may be less—
after the appearance of the Police in the interior of the Church—the disturbance
ceased. I cannot say under whose command the Police were. I know that Mr.
Russell, the Chief Constable of the Police, was in the Church. I cannot say
whether I saw him before or after the Police had come in. I also saw in the
Church, John Maguire, Esquire, Inspector and Superintendent of Police. Mr.
Maguire I only saw after the Police had come in.

I attribute the cessation of the disturbance in the Church to the presence of the
Police. It seemed to me that the Police had little nced of exerecising either their
strength or discipline to quell the disturbance; their presence scemed to be suffi-
cient to restore quict

I cannot say if the Police had been long in attendancd outside of the building,
. but if they were there and had becn introduced into the Church at any time during
the disturbance, I think the Riot would have been quelled at once; in fact, a dozen
men armed with sticks at the commencement, would, I believe, have been suffi-
cient to quell the disturbance.

At the period I saw the Inspector and Superintendent of Police within the
Church, the disturbance had ceased, certainly within the body of the Church, what-
ever may have been going on in the basement.

. Father Gavazzi gave a Lecturc on the fourth of June; I believe the subject was

“ Popery’s Blindness,”—the subject of that of the sixth was ¢ The Inquisition.”
These Lectures were preceded by printed placards posted up about the town, stat-
ing the subjects of them. I should say, that after the Lecture of the fourth of June,
there was some cxcitement respecting it; my reason for saying this is, that I am
aware that the Methodist Church, in which the first Lecture was held, was refused
for the purpose of holding the Lecture of the sixth.

I had reason to anticipate that there would be a row at the Lecture of the sixth
of June, from what I had heard, but I was not sufficiently alarmed to prevent me
from taking my wife and daughters there. It was common rumour that led me to an-
ticipate a row. It was late in the day of the sixth when I seriously anticipated a
row, and I then went down from my officc to the Police Office, at about four
o'clock, to mention the rumor I had heard: I found no one there except Mr. Ben-
der, and Mr. Falconbridge. Mr. Bender is a Clerk in the Office and Mr. Falcon-

6
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bridge is a Constable attached to the Office: I mentioned the rumor to them.-
T I afterwards, between four and five, met Mr. Robert Symes, in the Market; place,
and told him the.safffe thing." . '

Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the 6th of June
last 2 . .

Answer.—I cannot say. If they wereso hard pressed outside of Chalmers’ Church
as to be unable to .assist those who fiad been beaten inside, then they -might have -
been acting right ; but if they could have spared any men, they ought to have sent
them to the scene of action. Being in the Church the whole time, I cannot say how
far they were right or wrong.

Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire.

Question —Do you recollect clearly whether the conversation to which you have
referred with Mr. Falconbridge, took place on Saturday, in reference to the Lecture .
to be given that cvening in the Wesleyan Church, or on Monday the 6th of June,
in reference to the Lecture of that evering ?

Answer.~1I believe that T may have spoken on the subject on the Saturday, but
there was no cause of alarm at that time, although I did take the precaution, even,
on Saturday, of keeping the Gaol Guard on duty till after the Lecture was over.
It is possible, however, that I may have confounded the dates. On Saturday it
was a precautionary measurc ; on Monday there was danger of disturbance, but it
is possible that the communication made to Bender and Falconbridge may have
becn made on Saturday. ’

I believe that the placards announcing Father Gavazzi’'s Lectures, were put up
for both days, that is for Saturday and Monday. I cannot say that I saw any
placards announcing the Lecture to be delivered in Chalmers’ Church on Monday.

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. .

Wi S. SEWELL.
Sworn and signed before us,
this first day of March, 1854.
S. LrLiEVRE,
W. L. Fevrox,
R. B. Jouxsox.

Robert Currie Geggie, of the City of Quebec, Teacher, being duly sworn, doth
depose and say :—1I1 am aware that on the sixth day of June last there was a dis- | .
turbance in the City of Quebec, at a place called Chalmers’ Church. There was
a Lecture delivered there upon the occasion in question by a gentleman of the
name of Gavazzi. I believe the subject of his Lecture was the ¢ Inquisition,”..
but I heard little of it, as I was not in the Church after the Lecturer entered until
about ten minutes before the disturbance commenced.  This was on a Monday, and |
Gavazzi had lectured in the Methodist Church of this City on the Saturday pre-
vious. The subject of his Liecture on this first occasion being on the Roman Ca-
tholic Religion and condemning that form of worship, and justifying himself in
having seceded from it, and not connecting himself with any other communion
or sect. .

In so far as I heard, I belicve that the Lecturec of Gavazzi on the fourth'of.
June had created some excitement. -

As to the second Lecture, I did not know where it was to be delivered until .
i about six o’clock on the sixth of June; and about the samc period I was advised.
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as well as another person-who was with me, by a‘gentlgman whom- we met, not-to
attend the Lecture that evening, as there would be a disturbancé. I could mot
hear before of any disturbance to take place, inasmuch as I live in St. Tewis Sub-

urbs, and did not come within' the walls until that time of the day.

. . ® -

.. Notwithstanding this information, relying upon the-well-known peaceable dispo- -
sition of the citizens of Quebec, and consequently not believing in the possibility
of a disturbance, I returned to my home, brought my daughter into-town with me,
and ‘accompanied by her went to Chalmers’ Church, at seven o’clock in the even-
ing, for the purpose of attending the Lecture. When 1 reached . the Church, I
found the Police, about fifty strong, drawn up two deep on ‘the west side of the
street with their backs to the Church, the entrance to the Church facing the east.
A portion of the Police, dressed in uniform, were stationed on the North side of the
Church, stretching down towards St. Lewis Street, and a small party known, as the
Detective Police, occupied the other side of the'gate-way. These two parties were
so stationed that parties intending to go into the Church, must necessarily pass be- -
tween them. The Police were so stationed as that they must, of necessity, see
parties coming towards the Church from either side. —

‘When I arrived at Chalmers’ Church, there had been no disturbance; but there
was a number of boys.congregated about the Church, though not a large number..
Upon reaching the Church I went in with my daughter, left her there and came.
out again and continued in front and about the Church until about ten minutes be-
fore mine o’¢lock, with a view of preventing the boys round about the Church
from creating 4 noise or throwing stones. From the peried at which I canie out of
Church, that is at about seven o’clock until ten minutes to nine, there was no dis-r
turbance outside of the Church. 1 observed, however, two or three individuals go
up to the Church, looking to the door, then return to a party standing in the street
opposite the Police. At about ten minutes to nine I observed five or six of the.
last mentioned party proceed to the Church, pay the entrance: money, and
go into the Church. I imnmediately followed them in.  When I gotin Ga-
vazzi was'still lecturing. From ten to fifteen minutes after I had got in the
Church; the Lecturer, during this time having spoken of the Inquisition;
some persoxt called out ¢ it’s a lie.” Upon this there was a cry of * turn him
“out.” I cannot say whether “this was intended for the Lecturer or for the per-
son who interrupted him. A whistle was given from below and. one of the party
that I had followed in, and who had gone up stairs, put his head out of the-window
and gave a yell, when immediately a volley of stones came through the windows .
and a party of men rushed into the Church, armed with sticks. Their object
seemed to be to get at the Lecturer. They were driven back by some of the aud-
ience and driven outside. I then came down from the Gallery walked across the
Church inside and went in the opposite Gallery where my daughter was. = The
Rioters then made another rush into the Church, and after repeated attempts to
dislodge the Lecturer from the pulpit, one of them succeeded in clambering up and’
throwing Gavazzi over. -As soon as, or a short time after, Gavazzi had been thrown
over, the disturbance in the Church ceased. I left the building a little after ten
o'clock. The Church was somewhat injured. Some of the windows in the base-
ment, story were forced open, the bolts being broken and a number of panes of glass
in the Church windows were broken. Two of ‘the gas lamps and some of the gas’
fittings were injured. - ) . : e

Question.—How long had the disturbance continued within the Church before’
the Police came into it? - . ,

Answer:—L cannot say. Gavazzi was out of the pulpit when I ﬁrst‘sz‘lw a police-
man in the Church. As soon as I saw the Police, the Rioters seemed to disperse. -,
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I attribute the dispersion of the Rioters. to the fact, that they had attamed then'
object in throwing Gavazzi out of the pulpit.-. ,

I saw several Pohcemen in-the Church, but I, cannot say how many ; wb,en Isaw
them, they were putting out of the Chugch the andience as well as the rioters indis- .
criminately; I cannot say under whose command the Police were, and.I did not
see either Mr: Maguire, the Inspectoiand Superintendent of Police, or Mr. Rus-
sell in the Church ; I had seen Mr; Russell previously with the Police outside. ~ ~

Question.—How long did the distutbance continue within the Church ?

Answer.~Between three-qufxrters of an hour and an hour. The disturbance was

_nearly.at an end when I saw the Policemen in Church, for the first tinie.

There was nothing to prevént the Police from coming into the Church sooner,
that I am aware of.

Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth.of
June last 2

Answer.—TI do not think that the Palice dld perform their duty on this oceasion.
The Force that I saw on the outside, when I weat out, conld havc prevented the
Rioters from entering the building by the door. .

- Up to the time T'went into Church; until a few minutes ?‘.o nive, I saw no dis-
tnrbance. The party of Rioters whom I have above spoken of;”as having rusked
into the Church, might consist of about thirty. , X

Examined by John Maguire, Esquire.

Question.—Do you know the pemon who told you not to go to the Lecture 6n
the sixth of June last? -

Answer.—Yes; and his name is Maguire: Heis a Messenver in the House of -
Assembly, or was then. He advised me and Mr. Mimee, txp—staﬁ' of the Superior
Court, not to go to Chalmers’ Church that night. This conversation took' place
near the steps in front of the Parliament Buxldmds——Mr Mimee was then present.

The foregoing deposmon havmtr been read to the deponent, he persxsts ‘theréin,
and hath swned

ROBT. C. GEGGIE,

Sworn and sighed before us,

this first day of March 1854, =~ .- )
'S. LELIEVRE, . o - . -
W. L. FeLTon, .

B. ‘B. JoHNSON.

, o -,
And it being now three o’clock in the afternoon, the said Commission ad_]ourned
nnhl to-morrow at ten of the clock in the forenoon.

- , ' . ] S. LELIEVRE,. ,
T . W, L. FELTON, ~ :
o ‘ . R. B. JOHNSON.

Add on the second day of Mazch, one thousand eight hundred and ﬁfty—four, ‘
the Commlsswners meet a the place appointed for the sittings of the said Com-~
mission.

Present : .-—-SIMEON LELIEVRE, Esquire, 'WiLLiam LoCKER FELTON, Esqun'e,
and Rarer Boteres J omNsoN, Esquire.

' Roger Finn, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Merchant, having been duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—1 have a knowledge that on the. sixth day of June last, 2

-
~-
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disturbance occurred at the City of Quebec, at a place called ¢ Chalmers' Church.”-
This disturbance was occasioned by & Lecture given by one Gavazzi. Gavazzi-
had already given a Lecture on the fourth of June, the Saturday previous. I
went to the Liecture on the sixth of June, and I had noknowledge that any disturb-
ance would take place on that occasion, and I had heard nothing in relation to
the subject. I became aware of the time apd place of ‘the Letture at Chalmers’
Church, the day previous, through thé publgc prints, and by placards posted’in the -
City., I weit to Chalmers’ Church on the sixth of  June, about eight or half-past
eight in the evening. When I got there there was no disturbance ; a Police Force,
consisting of about_thirty men was drawn up\in front of -the Church, facing the
East, with their backs to the Church; they were stationed on that side of the.
street nearest to the'Churclii’ They were so posted that they could see any person
or party of persons coming to the Church from either side. 'When I got to the
Chureh, I went in; there was a considerable number of people in the Church.

" Gavazzi was lecturing. The subject he was then &leating was the Ipquisition as
it existed in Italy. He also alluded to Ireland. ’J‘.‘\};e interior of the, Church was
quiet when I went in, and- continued so for about twenty minutes dfter I had gone

“in, At this time Gavazzi made some allusion to the Ribbonmen in Ireland, and
said- the Priests supported them. Upon this some person called out, * It’s a lie;”
when several persons cilled out together,  Turn him out.” I.understood that to
mean ““ turn out the person who said ¢ it’s a lie”” Upon this a number of people
eame in at the door, and a rush was made towards the pulpit where:the Lecturer
stood. A scuffle took place there, when Gavazzi was eventually thrown out of the:
pulpit. A few moments before, the Police had come into the Chutch ; they gathered
round the pulpit and in different parts of the Church, and put out the disturbers.
The door through which the people came in, as I have alove mentioned, is the
front or main cntrance of the building, facing the East. The Police, when I saw |
them, were stationed some twenty or twenty-five fect from thé door and in
front of it. There had been shouts and rapping of feet and sticks, as in a thedtre,
before the people came in by the front dooT, but there had been no actual dis-
turbance. The disturbance commenced immediately upon the Lecturer making
an allusion to Ireland, and the people who came from the outside, came in almost '
in the same time. I cannot say that these people belonged to'a particucular
class, They seemed to me to be all sorts of people, and I eannot say to what'
country they belonged ; they looked like working péople. oo

Question.—WWhat period elapsed from the first interruption up to the peried when -
the disturbance ceased ?_ . . -
Answer.—From half an-hour to three quarters of an hour.

- ;

The disturbance was quelled by the Police, and it took them from twenty minute

to half an hour to do so. C _ -
. There was a number of persons- outside shouting and making a noise, but as I

“remained in the Church until the disturbance was over, I cannot say if thex;e was
any fighting. Some glass and some lamps were broken in the Church.

I did not see Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police at all on
that occasion; I saw Mr. Russell, the Chief Constable, when I went in at the door,
and I saw him afterwards surrounding the pulpit with his men.. -

I left the Church a little after nine o’clock; the row was all over: the Police
having cleared the Church and afterwards the streets. |

I know that a party of troops came to the spot at about nine o’clock when' the
row was all over. ‘ ‘ S , ' .
lasQuestz'on.—-—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth June

£9 ey , O
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... Answer.~—They conld; but afterwards they had
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Answer.—They did on that occasion, as in all similar occasions; I mean by _put‘ﬁpg

the rioters-Gut-of the, Church and. quelling the disturbance. .o
‘ Examined by Jokn Miguire, Esquire, T
Lam aware that'a Lecture was delivered by Gavazzi in the Wesleyan Church on
Saturday the fourth of June, and thé day intervening was a Sunday. '

1 cannot positively say in what, newspaper I saw the Lecture to be deliveted on
Monday at Chalmers’ Charch advertised, but Ithink it is in the “6Quebec Mercury”
- or “Chronicle,” and I saw placards on the walls of the Archbishop’s Palace, announc-
ing a Lectare to be given in ‘Chalmers’ Church on Monday ; I was_informed on
Monday, that the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church had refused the Lecturer the
use of their Church for a second Lecture, and of this I was informed on Monday,
and I cannot say when arrangements were made for the Lectare at -Chalmers’
Church. I was on the south gallery. while in Chalmers’ Church, about the centre

. of the Church. ‘.

"Examined by the Commissioners.

- U
Question.—Do you consider that thirty Policemen, stationed as you have describ-
ed the party under Mr. Russell to have been, could have prevented the riotous
party from rushing in at the Church door ? : ’

c - ¥ .

. - A to leave their posts to go inside™
the Church to clear it, and they were over-powered by numbers rushing in.
The foregoing deposition having been read ¢o:the deponent, he persisted therein,
.and hath signed. . ' ) ds .
- i A R. FINN..
Sworn and signed before us, :
this second day of March, 1854. | e T
_ S. LELIEVRE, : ¢
W. L. Fevron, . / .
“R. B. JoHNson. : ’ . ' : < e

Ulric Joseph Tessier, of the City of- Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn, doth,
depose and say :—On the sixth of June last I was Mayor of Quebec: X know that
at that time there was a Riot at Quebec at the place called, ¢ Chalmers’ Church.”
I was not present at that Riot; I went there only at the end, and I understood that
a lecture given by cne Gavazzi had been the cause of the Riot. I know that the

- same individual had on the previous Saturday, (4th June,) given a lecture at

“angther place in the City, although I was not present at that either. Not-
withstanding this first lecture and the part of the second, I received no notice what-
ever to lead me'to believe that there would be anyRiot on the sixth of June. The
only knowledge I had of the probability of their being any noise was an article pub-
lished in theé ¢ Canadien,” in which this lecture was spoken of ironically, and whick”
1 took for a joke. The Canadien, in which I saw the article in question, is.that of
the sixth June last, and not eyen by this article or otherwise, had 1 any reason what-'
ever to believe that any Riot would take place on the occasion in question, and I.
did not even know the place where the lecture of the sixth of June was to be
given. . ~ " . . o T R

Between. half-past nine and ten in the evening, I was informed that there was a
Riot in ‘the place where Gavazzi was lecturing. I was then at the Parliament
House" attending the sittings of the Legislative Assembly as a Member thereof.
Mr. Henry Stewart Scott, Merchant, of this City, asked for me atthe door'of the,
Assembly Chamber, and told me that my presence was required at a Riot, to order

<
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out the troops. - I left Mr. Scott in the passage- and immediately repaired to the-
Wardrobe of the House. Withoutlosing a single minute, I left by the door of the.
‘Wardrobe. I found a carter in.the street and I drove with all haste to.the Metho-
dist Church, near: the Jail, where I imagined that this Lecture was:to take place,
“as I had heard-that the first had been giveR’there. .Belng there informed by a per-
son in the stréet that the Legture had taken place at the' Church "known
as ¢ Chalmers’ Church.” 1T continued by .St. Ursule. Street,-and immediately
reached it. I found a crowd of people in the street opposite that Church, and
among' them Mr. Headly Anderson, Justice of the Peace, who told me that he:
had ordered out the troops, by promising the Commandant that,I would approve the ’
order given by him for that purpose. I did so immediately, by going in company-
with Mr. Anderson to Colonel Grubbe, who was on the spot. There wasa piquet of
soldiers at the South-East end of St. Ursule Street. 1 immediately entered-the-
Church, and on entering I observed a body of Policemen at the door. Inside the.
Church there were thirty or forty persons; and the Church appeared in disorder., ' I
particularly remarked a great quantity of books in the aisles. The people in the’
Church were talking very loud, but there was no Riot there. T then went to the lower
story passing by a staircase near the pulpit. I there found a person, whom I have
since learned to be Gavazzi, and who was then pointed out to me by that name,,
There was'there also an individual named Paoli, stretched on the ground, apparently
insensible; Dr. James Dqgglas was near him, endeavouring to restore Paoli, and to.
dress his wounds. - There were ten or twelye persons in this lowerstory. I told Gavaz-
zi, and those around him, that I would protect him and his companion Paoli, and that
I myself would take him with a good guard wherever he pleased. That was indeed
well understood between him, Mr. Angus McDonald, Justice of the Peace, Mr.
Anderson, Mr, Robert Symes and myself. I then left the Church and ordered Mr.
Russell, Chief "Constable of Police, whom I found at fhe door, to disperse and:
drive away all persons opposite the Church, and all along St. Ursule Street, as far
as the corner'of St. Liouis Street, which he immediately did, with theassistance of
the Police under his command. After having seen ‘the people dispersed -and the
street perfectly clear; I returned into that part of the Church where Gavazzi was.
Dr. James Douglas took Paoli, put him into a vehicle, and. took him to Russell’s .
Hotel, in Palace Street. I took Gavazzi, nearly at the same time, put him into the
same vehicle which brought me there and took him myself to-Russell’s Hotel, where

Ileft him ina room Witha;l?aoli and several of his friends.

‘When I arrived at Chalmers’ Church, the Riot was suppresed, so that I cannot
speak from personal knowledge:of the conduct of the Police on that occassion. I
can however say that the orders given by me to Mr. Russell, Chief of Police, were
very ‘properly executed. -I did not meet  Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and Super-~
intendent of Police; on the spot, but immediately after*having taken home Gavazzi,
I went to Mr. Maguire’s house, where I found him suffering from a fall, which he
told me had happened to him near Chalmers’ Church. BN

Question.—Did the Police do théir duty on the occasion of the Riot of the sixth
of June? , : . B -

- Answer.—Not having been present during the Riot, I cannot say from personal
-nowledge what they then did; but next morning I thought it my duty to inquire how -
the Police behated on the previous evening, and I sent for the Chief of Police, Mr. :
Raussell, who made his deposition under oath in presence of Mr. Robert Symes and Mr.
McCallum or one of them, and by that deposition of the seventh of June, I learned

1then reported by the Chief of Police, that the men of that Force had done their-
duty: I did not therefore think it my duty to submit to the City Council any measure -
against the Police Force. Mr. Russell then said that, besides not having given.infox-:
mation thereof to the Mayor, he did not remember having spoken of - it during.that

t . R . .
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day, to Mr. Maguire, Superintendentof Police,and particularly thefact that Mr. Robert
. Symes had received affidavits in the course of the afternoon of the sixth of June,
which gave reason to fear such a Riot. _A few days after the Riot of the sixth of
-June, I was informed that in the course of the day of the said sixth of June, Mr.
Robert Symes had received one or two affidavits, setting forth that there was reason
to fear a Riot on that evening, and that Mr. Symes had kept those affidavits' before:
him, without informing either Mr. Maguire or myself thereof. I then reproached
Mr.: Symes for this conduct. He replied, that thege affidavits had been taken for'
.the purpose of ordering out the troops in case of necessity, and that everyJustice
of the Pedce had a right to order out the troops, in case of necessity. On the
- occasion in question, Mr. Robert Symes admitted having received one or two -
depositions ; and I think, but am not very positive, that Mr, Hale’s name was men-
tioned. Mr. Symes did not shew me those affidavits. - .

| Question.—Proposed by Mr. Maguire, but overruled by the Commississioners
unanimously. | ‘ . .

Do you believe that if the Inspector and Superintendent of Police had been in-
formed that it was -the intention to disturb the Lecture which was given at Chal-
mers’ Church on the sixth of June last, that.he would have taken sufficient meas .

. sures to prevent such disturbance ? : :

Question.—Did the Inspector and Superintendent of Police complain to _you,.
in his own house, immediately after the Riot of the sixth of June, that he had had-

no previaus information of it? (Overruled unanimously.)
Question.—Who is the Officer in command of the Police Force when on duty?

Answer.—The Chief Constable of Police has the command of the Police, under
such directions as he may receive from the Superintendent of Police and the
Mayor of the City. . . -

The present deposition being read to the deponent, he persisted therein, and
hath signed. - I : )

‘ . U. J. TESSIER.
Signed and sworn before us, :
this second day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE, , .
W. L. Ferron, L
, R. B. Jomnson. ) .

—

[
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at ten o'clock in the forenoon.

" And it being three of the clock, the Commission is adjourned until td-morrow,

S. LELIEVRE, .
. . W. L. FELTON,. -
P ) Lo R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the third day of March, one thousand eig};t hundred and fifty-four, the
.Commissioners meet at the'place appointeQd for thesittings of the said Commission.

Present :—SmeoN LELIEVRE, Esquirg,, ‘WiLriaM Liocker- Ferroy, Esquire,
and Rarrs BoTeLER JomNsoN, Esquire. .

John Hetherington, junior, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Grocer, being duly
sworn, doth depose and say :—I am aware that'a riot took place at the Chalmers’
Churech, in the City of Quebec, on the sixth day of June last. There was a Lec~
ture given at the Church by a person of the name of Gavazzi, on the subject of
the Inquisition, A previous Lecture had been given by the same person, on-the
Saturday previous, the fourth of June, on the subject of *Popish Blindness.”

+
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The first Lecture was placarded about the town. I am not aware.whether.the

second was 5o or not.”I had heard from public rumour that a disturbance might arise
on the occasion of the sixth of June, but I did not seriously anticipate that such
" would. be the case, or I should not have taken my wife with me, which I did.
When ‘we arrived at Chalmers’ Church, hetwéen seven and eight, the Lecture had
not yet commenced. Thé Church was very nearly full.” There were also about
twenty-five or thirty people standing in St. Ursule Street, on the side opposite to
the Church. .They were scattered along from St. Lewis Sireet to the Chalmers’
Church. These appeared to me to be mere spectators, and were conducting
themselves peaceably. - v

' N . -
At the time we entered the Church, therei:are one or two Policemen at the door,

but there was no body of Police there. After we entered the Chureh, I.paid two
shillings and sizpence for the admission of myself and wife/ The Lecture then
commenced, and every thing went on peaceably for some-time, until perhaps about

half-past eight to a quarter tonine. The Lecturer had, during this time, been fre- -

quently applauded by the audience, but had not been-interruptedy though I had ob-
* served geveral persons in the Church who seemed to have some concert with others
outside. A person, without a coat and having a blue checked shirt and of rough ex-
terior, entered the Church and walked up the south aisle. He remained standing
in the middle of the aisle, looking sternly at the Lecturer. He was requested by
Mr. Hossack to sit down. g ‘ - . :

About the time I have indicated, the Lecturer made some reference to Ribbon~
men in Ireland, and I understood him to connect the Priesthood with it. One or
two individuals exclaimed ¢ It’s a lie,” or * you are a liar.,” This was followed by
some one cryihg out, in the gallery, ¢ Turn him out.” Order was partially re-
stored, when I heard a whistle from the gallery followed by a volley of stones from
the outside, through the wlndows, breaking the glass. At the request of my wife, I

got up to leave the Church, when  a rush was made up the south aisle, leading to -
the pulpit, by persons from the outside. When we got near the door, we found -

some of the Police there; I think, three or four. They were endeavouring, with-
out using any violence, to prevent them from entering.

When we got outside of the Church, there was a crowd of two hundred and fifty
or.three hundred persons, of whom some were trying to get into the Church. The
crowd was disorderly, shouting and throwing stones. It was getting dark, being
about nine or a few minutes after; I could not, therefore, recognise any of the
crowd. I saw perhaps half a dozen of the Police, and I heard Mr. Chief Consta~-
ble Russell’s voice, saying, “ Now, boys, do not disgrace yourselves.” ‘This I.sup-
posed to be addressed to the party from the Cove, who were trying to enter the
Church. “The whole Force of the Police ‘might have been scattered about there,
but I could not see them. - I was engrossed with my attempts to get my wife safe
home. After I had done so, I returned again towards the Church, but could not
get further than the corner of St. Lewis and Ste. Ursule Streets. 'The troops
were on the ground, and the Police were endeavouring to disperse the assembly.
This was about ten o’clock. The assembly then gradually dispersed.

Question.—What period elapsed from the first interruption up to the period when' ’

the disturbance ceased in the interior of the-Church?
Answer.—1 cannot say, for I left immediately with my wife. o
Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of
June last? .o S
AnsweriSeAt the time I left the Church with my wife, Iconsider that with twelve
men and mx%elf‘, I could have prevented the persons that were then atfempting to
enter fro ing so. I desire it to be understood that at that time the most violent
party had already effected an entrance. With respect to their conduct outside of

7
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the:Church, I say that it is impossible to form an opinion of the ‘conduct of the men,
scattered as they were. My opinion is, that they ought to have been concentrated
in the lobby of the Church, where they could have -acted in concert. .This, as a
.matter of course; would only have had the effect of preventing the parties entering
the ghurch, but could not have prevented the people outside from breaking the’
windows. - oo
. Question.—Are you of opinion that the Police Force upon the spot was insuffi-
cient to effect the double purpose of keeping the Rioters out of the Church, and of
preventing the Riot outside ? . )
Answer.—1I should say the only-way to prevent the breaking of the windows
would have ‘been to have a certain number of the Police Force stationed round the
Church, the remainder concentrated in-the lobby, to prevent the mob from
entering, - ’ s
At the Wesleyan Church, at the conclusion of the first Lecture, it was notified
that a'second Lecture by Gavazzi, would take place on the sixth, at the same
place, as I understood. The place of the Lecture was afterwards changed. The
reason of this change was, that there were some of the Trustees of the -Wesleyan
Church dissatisfied, not having been consulted as to the propriety of giving per-
mission to the Liecturer to lecture in the-Church, and to ‘take money at the door.
After Divine Service on the fifth, the Trustees met ; they did not think it prudent
to grant the use of the Church for a second Lecture, and they objected to the re-
ceiving of money at the door. : -

Among the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church who were present on the méetigg
of the fifth, were Messrs Joseph Bowles and James Dinning.

It was during the day of the sixth of June that I heard it surmised that there
might be a disturbance at Chalmers’ Church in the evening ; nevertheless, I toock my
wife there, because I further heard that Mr. Symes and the Police had taken the
* necessary steps to repress any, disturbance. .

. Examined by Jokn Magziz'ré, Esquire. S

' Question.—Are you aware at what time arrangements were made for the delivery
of the lecture of the sixth of June at Chalmers’ Church? -

Answer.—I am not aware of the precise time ; but I understood on a late hour
on Sunday, that no decisive arrangements had been made, and it must either have
been on Sunday night or on Monday morning such arrangements were made. I
also heard on Sunday evening that application was made or would be made for the
use of St. Andrew’s Church for the delivery of the second lecture. I am under the
impression that it was on Sunday evening that I heard the rumorasto St. Andrew’s
Church. Ft appears to me that it was on Monday that it was decided that the lec-
ture should take place in_Chalmers’ Church.

Examined by Chief Constable Russe{l.
I was about the seventh pew in the interior of the Church on the north'side.
At the first volley of stones, almost all the congregation stood up. ,
Question.— W ere you among the first who rushed out of the Church ?
Answer.—No: I waited to ascertain whether I could get out my wife in surety. '
Question.—1Ts it not possible, or is it not true, that some of the parties who rushed

into the Church did so for the purpose of seeking ‘their friends or relations who
might have gone into the Church? oo

Answer.—1 -believe there might be some among them;.I could not swear the
contrary. -

E]
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In passing out, T did not see Mr. -Russell, the Chief Constable, but I heard his ~

" yoice. .

~

Question.—Did you-not hear Mr. Russell use the ?ollowing ei:pressio 8, fou' are /
% a disgraceful set of blackgunards, how would you like any one to dojthe same to
¢ your Church?” - ’ . -/

- - /
Answer.—He might have said so; but what I heard, is what I have already

stated. -

The foregoing déposition having been read to him, he declares it contains the

truth, and hath signé(d., ) ; .

(The witness asks \12s. 6d.) :
’ JOHN HETHERINGTON, Juxz.
Sworn and signed before us, )

this third day of March, 1854.

S. LEuEvRE, | ~ - <
W. L. Fevron,. \ .
R. B. Jomnson. .

" John O’ Mally, of the City of Quebee, Trader, being duly sworn, doth depose
and say :—I heard by public rumour, and I also saw it, I think in the-“Chronicle,”

that a Liecture was to be given by Gavazzi; I found out afterwards at. Chalmers’
Church at the-City of Quebec, on the sixth of June last.

I did not anticipate that any disturbance would take place at this Lecture, until
about ten minutes previous to my reaching Chalmers’ Church on the evening in
question; it was then near mine o’clock; it was just dark. As I approached the
Church at this hour I observed a crowd, between two-hundred and three hundred
people, in the street opposite the Church ; these people were talking peaceably and
quietly, and I did not anticipate any disturbance. ~ ‘

I saw the Police there; I think the whole Force was present, as I had never in
any former; occasion seen such a number assembled ; they were standing in a double
line from the north side of the Church down towards St. Liewis Street, on the para-
pet on the|same side as the Church, and were thus between the greater part of the
crowd and the Church; there was none of the crowd, that I could see, between,
them and the Church. -

At the [time that I first went up to the entrance of the Church, it was clear.
Finding that a charge was made at entrance,. and being told that the Lecture was
not worth hearing,?[ went down between the Police and the crowd in. St. Lewis .
Street ; there was still no signs of -disturbance. Previous to leaving the Church, I
observed |the Police question such of*the crowd as approached the Church, and
those whose answers did not appear satisfactory-were kept back; Mr. Russell ac-
companied the Force. I did notsee Mr. Maguire there, nor did I see any Mem-~
bers of the Police Committee or others endeavouring to maintain order. '

I had goune down St. Lewis Street as far as the barracks, when I heard great -
shouting ;| I then returned to see whence it arose. ‘When T got up near the Church,
I saw a great rush of ladies and gentlemen coming out of it. The mob extended
along the ‘street preity much in the, same position as I had seen them before, and
some of them were throwing stones at the Church. The Police was still in the
same position ; part of them were opening a lane to permit the passage of those
who were coming out of .the Church; but I saw no attempt to drive away the mob.
or to make any arrest. I could hear the stones thrown strike the Church, but I -
did not hear.the sound of broken glass. I then went into the Church; when I en-
tered there was no Lecture going on; there was fighting in the centre of the

<%
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Church; the Lecturer was standing in the pulpit. I remained in the Church
until the row ‘was over, that is,for the space of about ten minutes. ~¥When 1 went
into the Chureh; I saw none of the Police, nor did I see them come in; but shortly
before-I left, I saw about eighteen or twenty of them in the Church. They sup-
pressed the disturbance in the Church by putting the Rioters out and guarding the
Lecturer. ' ’ N ©
I do not,_ think the Police there wis sufficient to keep the mob from attack-
*ing the Church, that is, if the mob resisted. I do not think that the Force drawn
lé% theﬁe, by any legal means could have prevented the mob from attacking the
urch., — Y . )
Abous a quarter of an hour elapsed between my first visif to the Church, and my
return to it. ‘ . :

. Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire.
uestion.—In what part of the City do you reside?
Answer.—In Mountain Hill, between the Gate and Champlain Street.

™ Question by Chief Constable Bussell.

‘When you returned, were stones being thrown at the Church, and were not the
Police then in front of the Church inside of the fence ? ' ’

Answer.—The stones were thrown at the time ; the only portion of the Police
that I observed at the time were the, Chief Constable and some of the Detectives .
who were with him, and they were inside of the fence; and the rest of the Police
were extended down in the direction of St. Liewis Street. '

. The foregoing deposition ha.ving.:been re;szto the deponent, he persisgea therein,
and hath signed. ~ ' -

t

JOHN O'MALLEY.
(The witness asks 5s.)

Sworn and signed before us,
] this third day of March, 1854.
" S. LELIEVRE, -,
W. L. -Ferron, . - T
R. B. Jomnsox. .

~

Frederick Mmee; of the City of Quebec, Ushe;: of the Court of Queen’s Bench,
being duly sworn, doth depose and say :— ~

_ Exzamined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire.

On the sixth of June last, between four and five o’clock in the afternoon, I was
told by a person in front of the Parliament Buildings not to_go to the Lecture, to -
be given that evening, or that I would get my head broke. He added :— T know
“everything that is going on. I know the parties, and as T respect you, 1 advise
% you not to go.” Mr. Geggie was present, and I said to Mr. Geggie: Do you
«heat that ?” Mr: Geggie answered, “oh! it is only to frighten us; I shall'go.”
The person who addressed me on that occasion said nothing else. .-

+ . About five minutes afterwards, I met Mr. Robert Symes, and I asked him if he
was aware there would be a disturbance at Gavazzi’s lecture. He answered: “O!
¢ T know all about it, and I am 1making arrangements to meet it.” I didnot know
myself where the lecture was to be given. ' oo ! .
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The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent; he persisted therein,
and hath signed. B . - ‘
Sworn and signed before us, ) S
o this third day of March, 1854. u
' 8. Leugvee,
- 'W. L. Fevron,

R. B JOHNSON.

And it being three o’clock in the afternoon, the Commission is adjourned until

to-morrow at ten of the clock in the forenoon.

‘ S. LELIEVRE,
l : = W. L. FELTON,

R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the fourth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,”
the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for.the sittings of the said Com-
mission: -~ - - - T e o g ;

Present :—SmeoN LEerievee, Esquire, Wiiniam Locker Ferron, Esquire,
and Raree BoreLer Jomnson, Esquire. -

James Dinning, of Quebec, Farmer, being duly sworn,doth depose and say :—Tam, .
and was in June last, one of the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church of the Cityof Que-
bec. There was ameeting of the Trusteesof that Church, the day after Gavazzilec-
tured in it, the fifth of June, on 2 Sunday. The object of the meeting ‘was, to decide
whether the use of the Church should be permitted to him for his-next lecture. It
was decided, by the majority of the Trustees, that the use of the Church should not
be given to him. The principal reason assigned at this meeting for not giving the
Church to him, was the fear that a row might take place. . )

The meeting of the Trastees, to which I referred, took place in the evening after
sunset, about eight o’clock; and I cannot state when the arrangements were made
for the delivery of the second ‘lecture in Chalmers’ Church. 1 did not myself at-
tend that lecture nor the first either. n - -

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, hepersists therein,”
and hath_signed. ‘ :

T . JAMES DINNING. -
Sworn and signed before us, ’ .

this fourth day of March, 1854.
S. LEuevee,
. W. L. Ferron.

R. B. Jonxsox.

o
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Charles Thomas Colfer,.of the City of Quebet, Notarial Student, being duly .
sworn, doth depose and say :—1I recollect the evening of the sixth of June last. I
was in company with others walking up and down in that part of Ste. Ursule and
St. Lewis Street which is near Chalmers’ Church. I went' there about the time
the lecture commenced, at half-past seven, I think. I remained in the vicinity an~
til the- Riot began. - I then went down in St. Lewis Street and returnéd occasion-
ally. There must have been upwards of a hundred persons, I think, but I did not
take particular notice, opposite'the Church, at the time when I arrived there first. .
These persons were some of them moving about, others- talking together, bu all
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seemed peaceable. There was then a body of Police drawn up in line in front of
the Church.” They were about, forty. The number of persons outside of ‘the
Church_gradually increased until about the time the Riot began. At this time-
. the number of persons standing in the street, near the Church, had more than
doubled. .Until the moment the Riot began, which I think was about half-past
eight, the people assembled outside of the Church appeared peaceable. I saw a few
of these persons go into the Church, but the greater part of them did not appear to .
have come there for the purpose of attending the lecture. THe Police did not at-
tempt to disperse them and did not interfere in any way until the Riot began, nor
until that time, did it appear necessary. - N
When I heard the first-noise of a Riotous character, I was near the City Hall in
St. Lewis Street ; I then ‘ran up towards the crowd that was nearly opposite the
Church; great numbers of ;them were jumping over the fence in front of the
Church.—The Police went up through the gate of the fence to the front of the
Church.—The next thing I observed wasstones thrown at the Church by five orsix
" boys and about as many men. Chief Constable Russell addressed the mob and re-
monstrated with them.” The Police did not attempt by force or by making arrests
_ to interfere with those who were throwing stones at the Church; they had chiefly
withdrawn inside the building, the door of which they were trying’to maintain
- against the Rioters; they succeeded in doing so for a very short time, and then the
Rioters forced their way in. I then went down in St. Lewis Street.: ’
I do not consider that there was a sufficient number of Police on the:spot to de-
fend the entrance of the Church and to repulse the Rioters outside who were
throwing stones, the number of whom, as 1 have already said, was very great.

I think I saw Mr. Hall, the Chairman of. the Police Committee, talking to Mr.
Russell; I saw no other Members of the Police -Committee nor of the Council,
nor any of the Magistrates in the vicinity before the row began ;. nor did I see
any of them, when the row began, attempt to maintain order or to put it down.’

After going down in St. Lewis Street, I retutned, in about £ve minutes, to the
__front of the Church; I did not go into the Church. A person came out of the
\\C‘h ch and said, “if-you do not come in and help us, clear out of this;. give up
€« t;i:\smne{ligowing,” or words to that effect ; he had a stick in his hands and ran
in among the Yew who were remaining outside; he dispersed them, and they all went
down in St. Lz‘vvv%Street. This put an end to the stone throwing, as far as I saw.
At this time there wa3a disturbance going on inside of the Church, as I judged,
from seeing through the doors-and windows, and by the noise in the Church. At

this time the Police were then all'inside of the Church. :
T then returned into St, Lewis Stredt-and did not come away until sometime

. after the Riot was over. :

" I returned again towards the Church; the Riot_ was then over—the mob had
passed down St. Lewis Street. A party of the 66th-Regiment was opposite the
Church. I saw Mr. Hedly Anderson addressing the‘]%?icg to clear the street:
there was still a-great crowd in St. Ursule and in St. Lewis Streets. ’

JI did not see the Police attempt to arrest any one during the whole of the even-
ing ; but I could not see very distinctly, as I never approached, very close to them,
and the fence was between us. : ~ o

T went there out of curiosity, not to hear the Lecture; but I heard it said that
there would be a Riot. This was the subject of conversation on that day and the
previous one; some thought there would be 2 Riot and others thought not.

. Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of June
last ? ' . o ) : .
1. Answer.—As far as I saw, they did, at the door, but I only remained there five
or six minutes. I cannot say what they did inside of the Church.

Y
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The riotous part of. the crowd forced their way into the Church in spite of the”
Police. I did not see them- actually coming out.of the Church, -but I saw them
when they left the front of it; they seemed to go away of their own accord, and
neither forced nor driven away. : : i

From the time the row began until they went down the street, which was about
niné o'clock, from twenty minutes to half an hour might have elapsed.

L Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. - . .

, It might have been about five o’clock in the evening 'on Monday, the sixth of
June, when I heard that a Lecture was to be given that evening in Chalmers’
Church, - . ’ ' _ o ;

. T'heard on Monday that the Wesleyan Congregation had refused the use of their
Church for the delivery of the second Lrecture. s ‘ '

The foregoing deposition having been read to thédeponent, he persisted therein,

and hath signed. | - : . ] ) CT

» CHAS. S. COLFER.
Sworn and signed before us, - .
this fourth day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE, . T .
W. L. Feuron, - -
R. B. Joawson. T

Joseph Bowles, of the City? of Quebec, Apothecary, being duly sworn, dothldeﬁ-u
pose and say :—I am one. of the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church of this City,
- and was so on the sixth of June last. ‘ :

“

. On the fifth of June last, a Meeting of the Trustees of the .Church took place,
in order to determine whether the Church would be given to Gavazzi,-to deliver
his second Liecture. This meeting was adjourned to the next day, at' ten o’clock. -

The first meeting took place on account of a notice which appeared in the
“ Mercury,” of the Saturday, announcing that Gavazzi was to lecture in the Weés-~
leyan Church, on Monday; - which announcement was not authorised by the
“Trustees. ‘

- The principal reason assigned at these meetings for refusing to grant the use of
the Building for Gavazzi’s Lecture on Monday was the fear of injury to the
Church from popular violence. . The second meeting decided upon giving the use
of the Church, upon condition that the ‘Grentlemen who applied for this permission
would guarantee the safety of the Church. for thirty days from that day. This
decision of the Trustees was embodied in a Resolution, and was entered upon the -
Minute Book of the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church, and a copy transmitted to
Gavazzi’s friends.” Walter C. Henderson, Secretary to the Trustees, is the depo-
sitary of the Minute Book of the Wesleyan Church.

This conditional offer of the use of the Church was declined, I think, by Mr.
Jeffery Hale, upon the ground that-there was not sufficient -time to see Gavazzi’s

* friends, and accept the condition, °

Examined by .:foim Maguire, Esquire..

I was instructed to communicate the resolution to the Gentlemen who had made
application for the use of the Wesleyan Church, by sending it to Mr. Blight’s
store, as he was one of the Gentlemen who had made application. -

Question.—Did you 'see any placards posted up on Monday, announcing the

Lecture on Monday, at Chalmers’ Church ?
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Answer.—1 do not remember that I d1d

The foregomg deposmon havmt, g been read to-the Deponent, he persxsted therem,
and hath sxgned.

J OSEPH BOWLES
Sworn and signed before us,

this fourteenth day of March, 1854. . S
S. LeLievee, .- .
W. L. Feuron,

R. B. Jomnson.

— A"

James Laughlm Corchoran, of the City of Quebec, laborer, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—

I was present, the sixth of June last, at a Lecture given by a person of the name
of Gavazzi, in a Church in the City of Quebec; the name of the Church I do not -
know. It was from common rumour I knew that there would be a Lecture. I
heard different people say it had been.advertised in the *Morning Chronicle.”
saw no placards about the town. e+ e

About‘seven o’clock I went to this Lecture I stayed for about five mmutes at
the door, during which time I remarked, Mr. Russell, and a very “strong Force of °
Police. Part of them were inside of the fence and the remainder were between the
fence and'the street. They were drawn up with their backs to the Church, and on
the opposite side of the street there were a great number of persons collected, about
a hundred and fifty. ~ At that time they were peaceable. I went into the Churcb
and shortly after the Lecture had begun, there was a shout from the outside of the
Church ; soon after which there was a cry inside of the Church, of “turn him out,”
meaning, as I understood, 3 man in one of the pews one who had given some
offence. T did not feel very well, and as I was coming out, a shower of stones fell -
against the door. T came out and saw the crowd trying - to force their way in, and the
Police keeping them back as well as they could.’ I passed out notwithstanding and."
went in the Iower part of the street. I went home, and as I'went I met the mili-" .

_tary. I returned no more.

The Police endeavoured with their hands and sticks to prevent the crowd from
coming into the Church’; they appeared to do their best, and suffered from stones
and sticks used by the’ crowd.

There was a tremendous body of people attacking the Polxce, and the Police ap-

- peared as strong as I had ever seen them before in Quebec I never saw them do

thelr duty better.
Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire.

I was told by différent people that a Lecture was to be g1ven at the Church on
the sixth of June. I was told so as I was ﬂomo to the Church at about six or seven
o’clock in the evening. :

The foregoing deposition havma been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,

declaring it contams the truth, and cannot sign.

(The witness has been two days in attendance and asks 5. a day)

Sworn before us;
this fourth day of Marcb 1854.

S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Frurox,
R. B. Jonnson.
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And it bemo' three oclock'i in the afternoon, the Commxsswn is adJoumed untxl*
the sixth day of Y[arch instant, at ten of the clock in the forenoon. .

"'S. LELIEVEE,
- W. L. FELTON,
) * R. B. JOHNSON.

.And on Monday the smth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and ﬁfty- ’
fgour, the Commxssxoners meet at the place appomted for the sittings of the said
mmission.

Present :—SmEoN LELIEVRE, Esqmre, WILLIAM LOCKER FELTON, Esquu'e, |
Rarpr BorerLEr JomnsoN, Esquire.

Edward Maguire, of the City of Quebec, Messeno'er of the House of Assembly,
being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—I'am a Messencer to the Leo'lslatgve As-
sembly, and-was so during the Session of Parliament.

I know Mr. Geggie, of the City of Quebec, Teacher. On'the evening of the
_ sixth of June, Mr. ( Geggie and Mr. Mimee were preparing to go to.the Lecture;
we were together at the entrance to the Parliament Buxldmos one of the three,
but I do not remember which, said there was likely to be 3 dxsturbance at the Lec-
ture to be given by Gavazzi “that evening ; I advised them not to goin case of dis- |
_ turbance. On that evening the name of the Inspector and Superintendent of Palice -
was not mentioned. It was in the course of the afternoon,, that'l heard for' the
first time, that there was likely to be a disturbance.

Question.—Did you ever, and in what occasion, say to Mr. Geggie, ﬁ/lat you were
:a cousin of the Police Magistrate ? -

Answer.—In answer to a remark made by Mr. Geocle, some days after the Riot
of the sixth of June, I said that T understood I was a cousin or some dxstant rela-
tion to the Police Magistrate.

Question.—Are you in fact related to the Pohce Maaxstrate" if you answer that
you are, state how.

Question overruled, as irrelevant. -

The foregoing deposxtlon being read to the deponent, he persxsted therein, and
hatbsxgned _

(The witness asks 3s. 9d) .o .

. EDWARD MAGUIRE.
S:gned and sworn bef'ore us, K o
this sixth day of March 1854.

" 8. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Ferton.

—

Wzllzam Headly Auderson, of the City ot Quebec, Eeqmre, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—1I am a. Magistrate and a Member of the Pohce Commlttee
of 'the City Council, and was so in June last. ,

I am aware that there was a Riot at Chalmers’ Church in the City of Quebec,
on the sixth of June last. I did not anticipate, .at any time previous to the riot,
that there would be any disturbance on that occasion.

I dined that evening at the mess of the 66th Regiment, in .St. Lewis Street. .
Up to the time 1 went to dinner, I h#d no reason to believe that there would be any
Riot. About nine o’clock, while we were at table, we heard a great noise.in the
street. 1 immediately lefs and went down stairs, and was met in the.passage by
" Mr. Robert Sewell who said he was in search of a Macrxstrate, and ‘that he had

8
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‘been to n:y ho}lsé; and'v;*as there told vqhefe I would be found. He said‘~tbat,: the
" people in’ Chalmers” Church were, being massacred and that the troops ought to be
called out. I‘immediately. went to Chalmers’ Church, and was very soon satisfied -

that my personal-exertions would be_ useless. Stones were being thrown into the =

Chuich, and screams were heard in it. I satisfied myself from what T saw, of the _ -
-necessity of having the troops turned out without lose:of: time. I then went jn
search of Colonel Grubbe, the Commandant of® thg@'r'rison. I found him inthe, -
Square’ of ‘the Jesuits’ Barracks. I told+himgiwhat was going om at Chalmers?
* Ghurch, and I required that"he should turn out the troops. He at first hesitated,
saying that he should require an order from the Mayor. Upon my promising to
produce, in the course of the evening, an order from the Mayor, and to deconipany
the troops ‘myself, he acceded to My request,.and turned out a certain' number, k
think abeut eighty to one hundred men of the 66th Regiment. The troops met --
the Rioters coming from Chalmers’ Church, at the junction of St. Lewis and Parloir -

Streets. The Rioters opened and’ allowed the troops to pass without opposition.
The Rioters were not then disorderly, but were coming down the street in a body.
Upon arriving at Chalmers™ Church, the troops divided into two bodies, one opposite.
the Church, and the other in Driscoll’s yard, in St. Lewis Street. :

‘When.we arrived there, there were no Rioters to be seen ; the remaining portion
-of the crowd were dispersed. Immediately upon going into the Church-with Colo-"
nel Grubbe, we were met:by the Mayor of the City, who. approved of what had ~
been done, and. promised to send a written order. the same evening to Colonel.
.Grubbe. . There was no more disturbance in the Church, but we went down stairs
and saw Gavazzi, and his Secretary, wh9 was severely beaten. o -

. It was within half an heur from the time I first heard the noise of the disturb- .
ance, at the 66th Mess, to the time when the troops met the' Rioters in St. Lewis
Street.  This must have been from half-past nine to twenty minutes to ten.

Question.—Did the Police perform: their duty on the occasion of the sixth of
Junelast? . . : S , ‘
Answer.—Not being present.on the occasion of this Riot, I cannot say.

Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire.

I am aware that a Lecturé was delivered by Gavazzi, on Saturday, tke fourth
of June, in the Wesleyan Church.

I walked down with the Inspector and Superintendent of Police, on that even-
ing, to the Church. I found Mr. Russell and the Police there, and I recollect -
having made the remark on that occasion to Mr. Maguire, that I did not think the
Police was necessary, and that I thought it would be better to send them away.
Mr.. Maguire replied, that although all was then quiet, there might be some dis-
* tarbance when the meeting was separating.

(By the Commissioners:) .

\ - -ty .

" T had'no ressom, from anything that occurred after this conversation until the
evening of the-sixthr of June, to believe in or anticipate the necessity for the attend-
ance of the Police at Chalmers’ Chureh. : . '

The foregoing'deposition having been read'to the Deponent, he persisted therein,

and hath signed. ‘
, : L Co «  W. H. ANDERSON.
Sworn and signed before us, S T .
‘ this sixth day of March, 1854,
S. LELIEVEE,: - : o
W. L. Fervon, ., o . IR ot

R. B. Jomnsox. - =L
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Walter Charles Henderson, of the City of Quebet, Esquire, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say:—1I am' aware that. there was.a Riot and disturbance on _the
_sixth day of June last, at Chalmers” Charth, in the City of Quebec. _This dis-
turbance was occasioned by a Lecture given there by Gavazzi. I attended'the - -

Lecture in-question. I got there a few minutes after seven, ang left again at half-
past eight. - =~ . . | ‘ : S :
Iam a Member of the Wesleyan Methodist Congregation, in the City of Quebec,
and Secretary to the Board of Trustees of that Church, in'this City. ~ « = .=
- Gavazzi, on the fourth of June last, gave a first Lectitre in the Weslevan Church,"
in the City, and I believe it was intended he should give a sécond Lecture there.
He did not, however, lecture there a second time:in consequence of the Trustees
refusing to give him the-use of the Church for'that purpose. The reason of. the
refusal was, that no' formal application ' had been made for the use of: the Church..
That was'the only reason given. This decision was arrived at at a Meeting of the
Trustees, which took place on 2 Sunday, the fifth of June.. A second meeting took
"place at. eight o’clock in the same evening, which was adjourned to the next morn-
ing, at ten o’clock. . e T oL
. Upon.this occasion the following Resolution was come to by the Trustees :—
. “On-reading an application from M.M. Jeffrey Hale and William Blight, it was
“ Resolved, that the use of the Church be granted for the purpose of Father .
“ Gravazzi's Lectures onathis evening, on conditions that admission be free, and that,
‘“a Letter of Guarantee be given by Jeffrey Hale, Esquire, to the Treasurer; for
“any damage the Church may sustain thereby, within thirty days from this date.”

The condition by which a Letter of Guarantee was required to .be given, as

. stated in the above resolution was, that it was suspected that the Church might re-
ceive some injury. I heard nothing which could give rise to these suspicions, 'and
I believe they were entirely owing to the Lecture of the Saturday night. ' I-'did -

zot hear-during the day anything which could induce me to believe that there would
be a:disturbance at Gavazzi’s Lecture that evening. It was about half-past eleven
in the day that I heard for the first time that Gavazzi’s Lecture was to také place

at' Chalmers’ Church, that evening.”

N '

T left the, Lecture-at half-past eight: it was not over, bt I did not.leave from .
any fear of a disturbance. There was no appearance of it then. - When I got out
of the Chureh, I saw a crowd in the street. opposite to it, who were peacesible at the

“time. The' Police Force was' in attendance, that is, some of them, a good many

- of them, I'should say fifieen or twenty. As'it was getting dusk, there may have, . -
beén more which-I could not see. =~ -+ . LT -

The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein,.

and hath signed. - B ¢ L o

) : WALTER C. HENDERSON:
Sworn and signed before us, : : ‘

this sixth day of March, 1854, °

S. LELiEvRE, .~ .«
‘W. L. Frrton,
R. B. Jomxson.

-

-

. William Eqadon, of the City of Quebec, Hardware Merchant, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say:—1I am aware that a disturbance took place ‘at Chaliners’ .
Chureh, in the City of -Quebec, on the sixth of Junelast. I attended the Liec~
_ ture..- I reached the Church shortly before the commencement of the Lecture.

“As T approached I saw Chief Constable Russell and about ten -of the Police stand-
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ing at the door of the Engine House, behind the City Hall, in St. Ursule Street.
There were a few persons standing.'in St. Ursule Street, before the-Church; but
not a crowd.- - This was about ten minutes before the Lecture commenced. The
persons whom I speak of were-peaceable, and I saw no appearance of disturbance.

.- In the afternoon of the sixth, about three o’clock; I first heard that it was'very
likely that there would be a disturbance at Chalmers’ Church, at a Lecture to be
given that evening, This information was given me openly, in my store, by two.
or three persons. . S

‘When I entered the Church, it was nearly full. "

‘When Gavazzi was thrown out of the pulpif, about, as I should-think; tén
minutes or a quarter past nine, I'left the Church. This was about ten minutes or
a quarter of an hour affer the row commenced. As I werit down the aisle of the’
Chuich, T met about five of the Police coming in. I left for the purpose of con- .
ducting two ladies out of the Church.’ We had no difficulty in getting out. Chief -
Constable Russell was at the door, and made way for the ladies to go out. Out-
side-of the Church I saw a large mob of peopleshouting and throwing stones. We'
had great difficulty in getting through the crowd; but no attack was made upon us.
There were between four and five hundred persops in front of. the’ Church and in
that,part of St. Ursule Street which is South-of St. Lewis Street. Many of the
stones thrown by the mob struck the Church. I saw some of the Police at the
Church; but 1 saw no atterapt by the Police to disperse the mob, or to arrest any

) of them.

o

_ Unless well organised, a hundred and:fifty Police would have been necessary o
keep order on that occasion. . ) o, oo
I remained at the corner of St.-Liewis Street, néar the City Hall, till the Rioters-
went away. I attempted to return to the Church before they went, but could not
do so, the crowd was so great: It was from a quarter of an hour to twenty minutes :

-_after I left the Church, before the Rioters came away. After the Rioters were gone,

a party of troops marched up to the Church. @

The mob were not dispersed by the Police or the troops, but they went awe;y of
their own accord. They were singing,’and seemed to act in concert, and their de—
' portment indicated that they had left voluntarily, after having completed the object .
.they had in view. This riotous mob, who seemed to act in concert, might ‘amount:
to about four hundred. After they left, very few remained. : N
Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of June
 last? . -k o : .
' Answer.—I should say not. They might have done more, but they could not -
have quelled the disturbance. ‘ L S :
- The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. : Co

t -
AN o C WM. EADON.
Sworn and signed before us, : 54/? . i
-~ - this sixth day of March, 1854.
- .S. LELIEVRE, : - :
. W. L. Fevron, .
~ R. B. Jorxsox. ,

——

', R B L - &, ; }
Jeffery Hale, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn, doth depose
and say :—It is to my knowlege that on the sixth day of June last, there wasa .
riot and disturbance in the City of Quebec, at a place called Chalmers’ Church. |
This disturbance took place-on the occasion.of a Lecture given by Gavazzi. Tat-
® ' o .
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tended the Lecture in question, reaching the Church at about seven in the evening..”
Nothing attracted my attention in going to'the Church. . The Lecture commenced.
a few minutes after seven. There mzy have %ﬁ some seven or €ight hundred

The Lecture was proceeded with without any disturbance until the gun fired at
- nine o'clock. The first thing - thit attracted my attention was something which
struck one of the windows. I minute or two afterwards I heard an exclamation
from some person behinﬁe._\lc\ou,l(;&&hot‘ distinguish the words made use of. I
heard no reply, except Mr. Cole ery out,-& Stop that han; I know him.” ‘Almost -
immediately upon this exclamation, there wasa om withbut-and within -the
. Church towards the pulpit;, where the .Liecturer was then standing. A panic en--
sued in the Church, and numbers left it, The party who rushed up to it
then endeavoured to get at Gavazzi, to strike him with sticks, with which they
were armed. - A struggle ensued about the pulpit; and about this time, finding the
"aisle clear, I passed - out of the Church with five Ladies who accompanied me.
‘When I left the Church, Gavazzi wasstill in the pulpit.

From the time of the first exclamation up to the period at which I left the
Church, between five or ten mintites may have elapsed. . N

During the time I remained in Church, after.the disturbance had commenced, I
saw no Policemen within the body of the Church, except two, whom I met at the
bottom of the aisle, as I was going out. These two Policemen were standing. look-
ing towards the pulpit, not acting ; thag is, not actively engaged. I saw them in
that position as I passed them. I then got out of the Church, and found a number
of Policemen standing at the door of the Church, in line; there was also a great -
crowd near the door. I supposed, at the time, that this crowd consisted of per-
sons who had remained outside, and of a portion of the congregation, who had got,
out. . ‘ .

It appears to me, that the Police, standing in line as I have said above, were en~
{deavouring to keep a passage clear from those coming out of Church.

Upon getting out of the Church, and reaching the street, I turned to the right
and succeeded, after some difficulty, but without, violence. or insult being offered.
\esither to myself or to the Ladies who accompdnied me, in reaching St.- Genevieve

treef. . coT ’ ' ' /
- 1 did not observe whethet that pottion of the street leading down to St. Lewis *
Street was crowded ; but in passing up in the opposite direction, I think I must have '

passed through a crowd of upwards of a hundred men, which' I did not suppose be-. -
longed to the Congregation. . . ‘ ] - RN
Between the front of the Church and the fence, separating the Church property

from the street, there was about a- hundred people more, among whom, some of the

Congregation. . , _
At this time I did not see’any others of the Police Force, except those I haye
mentioned. ' Idid not see Mr. Maguire, or Mr. Russell there. =~ \
After reaching St. Genevieve Street, I took the Liadies, who accompanied me,
home, and then returned to Chalmers’ Church, having been absent about twenty
minutes. - . . oo ‘ oot o
On miy way towards the Church, I found some troops drawn up at the western
end of, St. Genevievé Street.: The crowd had left the Church and the disturbance
had ceased. o ’ ' . . P ..
Question.—At what period did you become aware that there might-be a disturb-
ance at Chalmers’ Church, on the occasion of. the Lecture of the sixth 2
Answer.——On Sunday evening, at about half-past eight o’clock in the evening,"
on my" way home, I-casuslly met on the Gaol Hill, some of the Trustees of the
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Wesleyan Methodist Church, with otherMembers of that Congregation.” I twas-
then informed that .that Church could not be given for the purpose of Gavazzi’s
Lecture, on the sixth ; because, in the first place, no formal demand had been made;
ard in the second place, because it. was anticipated that there would be a riot or.
disturbance on the occasion. - )

. The next morning, the Trustees again mat; and passed a Resalution to the effect,
that.the Church might be.procured for the Lecture in question, provided I guaran~
teed them in relation to any injury which the Church might receive on the sixth,
or-thirty days after. This was communicated to mé at'about eleven o’clock in the
forenoon of  Monday. Lo : ' \

I heard further rumours in relation to the anticipated disturbance in Chalmers”
Church, between three and four o’clock in the afternoon of the same day. - This
may have been stated to_me by three or four people. ) .

“In ' consequence of thisand other information, I called upon Mr. Raussell, the
Chiefl Constable of Police,” mentioned to him what I had heard, and asked him if
any steps had been taken to keep the Peace: to which he answered, that all the: .

~men were warned'to be on duty. This may have occurréd first at about half-past

" four o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr. Russell then stated to me that he had been unable to learn anything,
though he believed there was something in the wind. I do not recollect that Mr.
Maguire’s name was mentioned upon this occasion. I did not call upon him. .

At the period that the extlamation, to which X have above referred, was made in
“Church, the Lecturer, who had beea lecturing upon the Inquisition, had just.
-referred to d in connection with it. ’

When it was proppsed to-mefo guarantee.the Wesleyan Church from any injury
which it might sustain on the occasion-o: ecture, I declined doingso; dnd the
«chief ground of my declining was, that it was Tequired_that the guarantee should
extend to any damage which the Church might sustain Quring thirty days after.

i i ard of the_antici-

At the time I so declined the -guarantee in question, I had not he

- pated disturbance; except from the Trustees of the Wesleyan Church, and some~—

of the members of that congregation whom I met the evening before, as above
stated.” - ’ , :

Previously to the meeting above referred to, it never occurred to me that there
«might be a disturbance or a riot at the Lecture of the sixth. .

‘Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of June
last? =~ _ . ) , -0y

Answer.—1 think not, because the two men I saw in the interior of the Church
were.standing, looking on the proceedings as indifferent spéctators. I cannot say
what they had been doing outside of the Church; and my opinion is that forty
Policemen could have prevented the riot; though I do not believe they could have -
suppressed it after it had commenced, o ' G-

] Exauiined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. ' -

. \

* ¥ "T:bad no communication with the. Mayor'of the City in relation to the matter; -

but I informed Mr. Symes that two persons were coming to him to make affida-
vite relative to the expected disturbances at Chalmers’ Church: I mentioned to Mr.~
Dinning, who I understood knew the parties, that they would do well to go to
Mr. Symes,for the purpose of making their affidavits. 'This must have been at a
quarter to five or'five o’clock. ; .

T recollect that when I spoke, with Mr. Russell upon the subject of the antici-
pated riot, Mr. Russell told me that the Police usually communicated freely among

- themselyes, but upon this occasion: that there appeared to be a reserve; and he gave

that as a reason for not being able to learn any thing definite.

- iN
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The foregoing deposition bavmo' been read to the deponent, he persisted therem, o

, and hath smned. _
o : . ‘ ‘ JEFFERY HALE.'
Sworn and signed before us, - o
: “this sixth day of '\Lu'cb 1854 L N
8. Lm.mvm:, oo ‘ oo
W, L. Ferrox, .- ‘\
'R. B. Jomzsmy e

And it being three of the clock in the afternoon, the Commlssxon adjoumed un- R

til to-morrow, at ten of the clock in the forenoon ‘

. "S.‘ -LEI-:‘IE,VLRE,
o ... <+ .+ W.L FELTON,
T N L o o ; . R. B. JOHUNSON.
‘ And on the aeventh ﬂay of' March, one. thonsand ew-ht hundred and fifty-four,
’the Commlssxoners ‘meet ab the phce appomted for the 51ttmrrs of the said Commls-

Present ——SIMEON Lmnmvnn, Esqune, 'Wn.LmM Locxbn FELTON, Esqulre, .

‘ RALPH BOTELER J OHNSON, Esqulre
" Peter C'lary, of ‘the ‘City of Quebec, Labomr, bcmo‘ dulv sworn, doth depose
and say :—1I am aware that there has been a Riot on the sixth day of June last,at .
2 Building in ‘the City of Quebec, known as Chalmers’ Church. ~ I only knew this
- from report, having landed on.that.same afternoon, about four o’clock, from the ship

. which. _brought 1 me f'rom Europe I did not enter the Church, nor dul I even go L

mto the crowd.

T am 1ot able to, form any’ oplmon in rel'ttlon to the,Pohce Forcc of the Cxty of' o

JQuebec C B}
~—:-The 2 foregoing ‘deposition having been read to the deponent, he persmted therem,
declarmg it‘to contam the truth, and hath signed. ;

———

.Sworn and signed before us, . -
I thls seventh day of March, 1854 .

. S. LELIEVRE;. -

WL L. FELTON, ‘-‘_ T

,“;R Bl JOHNSON. ol e x R

T e ‘

William Falconbridge, of the City of Quebec, Pohee Constable, bemn duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—I am aware that a Riot took place on the sixth 1 of-J ung last,
‘at a Building known as Chalmers’ Church. I did not go to hear the Lecture given
by, Gavazzi, nor did I go.into the Church until the Riot was over, but I went into -
the neighbotrhood of the Church a few minutes before nine. T saw Mr. Chibf .
:Constable Russell there on duty. Ie told me he observed knots of pcople gather-

'lng, and I mixed in the crowd merely so far as to find out, if possﬂ;le, theu' dispo-
' sitions and intenfions. ~All I could collect wa$, that they “were determined no
‘prisoners should be made. I did not communicate whiit I had heard to Mr. Russcll.

I bad no knowledge nor any reason to suspect that there would be a riot on the

‘evening.of th¢ sixth. There liad heen a Liecture delivered by Gavazzi, in the Wes- -

see



leyan Church, on Saturday, the fourth of June; on which day, about two o’clock in
the afternoon, W. S. Sewell, Esquire, Sheriff of the Quebec District, came into
“the Police Office, and mentioned to myself, requesting me to communicate it to Mr.
Maguire, the Superintendent of Police, that he (the Sheriff) had heard there was .
. likely to be a disturbance at the Lecture. C - s

On Monday the sixth, Mr. Sheriff Sewell came again to the Police Office, and
asked my opinion whether there was likely to be a riot at the Lecture to be given
that evening in Chalmers’ Church, s ‘he (Mr. Sewell) wished to take the female
members of his family to hear that. Liecture. Mr. Bender, a clerk in the office,
was present at the time. As I-did not anticipate any riot, I told Mr. Sewell so;-
with: that he went away. g ‘ , .

T lost no time in communicating to the Superintendent of Police the conversation
‘held with Mr. Sheriff Sewell, on Paturday, the fourth of June. S

The conversation of Monday, the sixth,”did not appear to me to require to be
so communicated, and I thnk I did not do so. L : {! .

I have said that I went in thedneighbourhood of the Church, a little before nine
o'clock. After hearing what-I had heard in the crowd, I fell intg conversation
with Mr. L. A. Cannon, Advocate, and Colonel McDonell, and remained so until
we saw the people rushing from the Church into the Street. I saw one person
throwing stones. . He was a few paces from me, and a fence was between or near
us. I made no attempt to stop him. After the riot was'all over, I went into the -
Church. Some of the lamps were broken, also some of the windows. ’

. Isaw a great many books near the pulpit, which I considered had been thrown
at the Lecturer. I went down into the basement, where I saw Gavazzi,*who had
some blood upon him, and also Paoli, who appeared to suffer much.

When I was in conversation with Mr. Russell, 1 observed the Police drawn up.
There might be thirty or forty of them. Their backs were to the Church door,
near the parapet. I thinkdHe crowd at-that time numbered about two hundred.
I had gone to -the back oft#é"Church with the gentlemen T have before named ;
and when I returned-to the front of the Church, the Rioters were collecting in a
eompact body near St.. Lewis Street, which when formed, moved off singing. The-.
troops had not arrived at this time. o

I saw no attempt made by the Police'to arrest anybody, but I saw them dispers-
ing the crowd that rémained after the compact body, to- which I have referred had

' gone away. : g o e »

I am a sworn Constable, and I am paid by the day, throughout the year, by -
Government. ; oY : L oo

Question.—Do you not consider it a part of your duty, as a sworn Constable,
_under the (pay of Government, to interfere actively when a breach of the Peace is
going on before your eyes ? PN ' ‘ . o

Answer.—1 do, when I can do it with safety; but that evening I was alone. at
that time and did not ponsider myse}f’ on duty. I had no stick and no uniform on.

Question.—Why did you not range yourself with the Police upon the occasior of
.the'sixth of June, and assist in preventing the outrage on that occasion ? o

Answer.—Because the person then immediatély in charge of the:Police, had no

- authority ovér me,«and I was looking at the time for Mr. Maguire, .the Inspector
and Superintendent of Police, to get orders from hinmi, . ’

T am ‘paid three shillings a day by Government, as Police Constable. I am'paid
every day, including Sundays, and there is dnother Constable paid in the same,
manner as I am.  His name is"John McNulty. .
. ‘Question.—Do any means suggest themselves to you whereby greater efficiency.
would be imparted to the Police of the City of Quebec? - CoeT
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- Anﬁ/wer.—Yes-. I conceive that body would -be more efficient if appoénted’by
Government and piaced under the control of one-head, and tha person also ap~
pointed by the Government ; and if the Magisterial duties were separated from the
Judicial power in the Inspector and Superintendent. : :
. . Examined by Jolm Maguire, Esquiré. 1/
q estion.—W.hat did the Inspector and Superintendent of Police do, when you
told him what had been cofmunicated to you by Mr. ‘Sheriff Sewell ? :
,Apswer.—He sent me immediately to Mr. Russell,- with instructions to be pre-
sent/at the Lecture to be given that evening at the Wesleyan Church, with the
Police, in order to meet any thing that might occur.. . o
I was not.present at the Lecture given on Saturday, at the Wesleyan' Church, -
- Question.—On Monday evening, where did you look for the Inspector and Su~
perintendent of Police? - . | .
Answer~—About the Chalmers’ Church door, where thpL riot took place; and
those from whom I made inquiry, told me that they had not seen him.- I did not
go to his house or any: other place to look for him. i oL
The foregoing deposition having been read to the depone, t, he persisted therein,

and hath .sigvned. .
L . W. E&})CONBRIDGE. '

- Sworn and signed before us,

. this seventh day of March, 1854,
S. LELIEVRE, . -
W. L. Fevron, ' . oo l

©  R. B. Jomwson. . . \

A

~
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The Reverend Jokn Cook, of the City of Quebee, Doctor of Divinity, being

duly sworn, doth'depose and say :—1I am aware that a-iot took place at Chalmers’
Church, in the City of Quebec, on the sixth of June last. I\was at the Church - -
on that, evehing, and reached it-a few minutes before the Tiecture began. I had
nothing to do with the getting up of this Liecture, and'declined “all responsibility -
arising therefrom. Up to the time of my going to the Lecture, I do niot rémem-
ber to have heard-any.thing which prognosticated a disturbance; but just beforg,
going; into the Church I was informed that there was likely to be trouble. I tool‘;\\
Mrs. Cook with me, entertaining no apprehension. : : L

' When we reached ‘the front of the Church, there was no anusual crowd, and T
saw nothing indicating disturbance. ' I do not remembér whether'I saw the Police
there or not. A ST T S
. I entered the Churck, and, not being particularly engrossed by the Lecture, was
induced by the warning I had received at the’ door of the Church;, to be upon the
look out. I observed an individual in the gallery without a coat, who appeared to.
be moving several times out and.in-the Church.. This circumstance-appeared to -
me at the. time suspicious, but I entertained no apprehension of a result similar to
that which actually took place. -1 did not.think it nécessary to ascertain whether
there was any Police in attendance,’or t6 také any preventive measures. I sat in
the third pew from the pulpit, and from a pew in front of me and next to the puipit, -
T heard the expression *it’s a lie,” spoken distinctly. = This created some sensation:
in the Church, arid, almost simultaneously, stones were thrown into the Church, and
the crowd rushed through the door, with sticks and bludgeons. - These things hap-
pened so simultaneously;as to leave upon my: mind. the:impression that.they weré
done in concert. Ithen connected thewepeated ‘going out of the man without a
coat; with the disturbance. I N é L £
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‘A conflict ensued, around the pulpit, between parties unknown to me who were
endeavouring to asgault the Lecturer and others, with whom I am acquainted, who

were defending him. Teftthe Churchin a minuteé or two, thinking Gavazziin immi-

nent danger. ~ At the door of the Church I observed the Police, I think about a

- dozen ; they appeared quite indifferent; they seemed to do nothing and attempting
to do nothing. - I did not see” Chief Constable Russell, or the Superintendent
Maguire: I said to them “ Why ave you standing here while there is a man being
murdered in the Church ?” They then went into the Church. I went to look for
a Magistrate in order to turn out the troops. ’

. X'did not at that time see any of the Maglistrz;tes, Members of the City. Coun~

cil, or Members of the Police Committee, that I am acquainted with, at the scene:

; of disturbance. Meeting Colonel Grubbe, of the 66th, and finding that necess

-

steps had been taken to turn out the troops, I réturned to the Church. Whe;:{
Ieft the Church there was a large crowd in front of it, consisting of several hun-
dreds,-composed - partly of the congregation, who had gone out, and partly of the

rioters. When I refurned to the Churchi, the rioters, I'think, had left; but there

were. still many people around the Charch,

My impression, as derived from what I saw on tha}, occasion, is, that-the mobdid’

not propose to assail the Congregation, but only to atgack Gavazzi; and that they
were neither dispersed nor repu?sed by the Police, nor by the Military, but they

went away of their own accord, probably under the apprehension that the Military ,

were approaching. -

The Police Force could not have compelled them to "go**againsi; their will. I
think that twenty Policemen could have :kept the ddor of the Church-against the

Rioters.

My opinion is that forty persons, properly trained to-dct in concert -and under
due command, would have been able to prevent the Riot altogether, but not forty

persons _professing no other power of acting in concert, than a like number of the

audience. -. - ‘ S ) . . ‘
" Question.— What do you ¢onsider elicited‘the exclamation of, « That is a lie”?

. Answer.—The remarka of the Lecturer, Gavazzi, upon Ireland. "
After my return to the Church, I wentto the basement story, where I found

" Gavazzi, and Pacli who was severely wounded, the Mayor, and several Protestant

«»- ghould escort him. ~ This propos

q

gentlemen of the audience. The question how Gavazzi was to be conveyed to his
hotel was'discussed. It was proposed, I think, by the Mayor, that the Police
al was universally condemned upon the expressed
und that the Police were not.to be trusted.. One reason for distrusting the Po-
ﬁ:; was,. that they effected no arrgsts upon this occasion. , -
Gavazzi had not been struck. down when I left the Church; and' the whole

thing took up a very short space of time.

" Question.~Did the Police perform their duty on the .occasion of the sxxth of
June last? © . - . B N
Answer.~1t is not my impression that they-did so.- - .
" Question.~Do any means suggest themselves to you whereby a greater efficiency
y’onlg be imparted to the Policeaof the City of Quebec? Lo

wo R - . *

 Ariswer.—1 think it very probable that -the strength of the Force should ‘be in-

creased, taking into considération the unrulineds of . certain parts of our population,.
- gnd the vast number of strangers who visit the City in summer—asailors and -

. others. I believe it.to be desirable that the Force should be better trained to act
in concert. It is, in my apprehension, that the force should be differently com-
osed, ‘and consist, if possible, of men taken from various parts of the country; and-

g would, suggest the pensi@%@s, who ™ might be employed as a Constabulary

#

&
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Force, similar to that in Ireland. . I think the Superintendent of Police,
though he should be a Magistrate, should not be. the ordinary Police Magistrate.:
- I'think he should be appointed” by the Government ; ‘that he and the whole Force:
. should be subject to the Government ; and last, and most important of all, I think
. the Superintendent should be a person not interfering or having interfered in-the.

and siniply because I think the confidence of the public. would be thus better
-+ wennnn Y Examined by Chief Constable Russell.

Question.—1s it not possible that the persons who rushed to the pulpit, as you

. bave described it, for the purpose of . assailing the Lecturer, had introduced them~
selves within the.Church previously to any disturbance, and may they not have -

. been in the vestibule or along thestaircases, without your having a knowledge of it %:

. “Answer.—My impression-is, that not.many of them belonged to the audience in-

the Church, and 'a great. many people might have been in the vestibule and on the

 staircases, without my kmowledge. -~ . - - o o

. -1 believe that the Lecture was open to any body paying. fifieenn pence to-enter .

' the'building ; to pay fifteen pence, I mean, to go and hear the Lecture; but g

‘ Egrt 7 who' had once entered the building could, I believe, place bimself wherever

e pleased ; that is, there was no force to prevent it. C c

.. Ldo not think that the exclamation, ¥ Itis a lie,” although made in a distinct
voice, was made in 2 sufficiently loud tone to be heard outside of the building." . .
" 'When I left the Church I came down the North aisle, and went out of the door
' ,q&ltbehaame side into the vestibule from which I reached the.main entrance to the
. Church. ! e
- - “The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein,
" and:-hath signed. o . : o N

: Sworn'and.signed before us, '~ . . i D el e
« 7.0 ae cthis seventh day of ‘Marchy 1854, .. o ey B

L : P L PR
oy B B JGENBON, o L 0 e U
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" Alexander Smeaton, of the City of /Quebec, being’ duly sworn, doth: depose and-

" say:~I'am aware that there was 5 Riot in Chalmers’ Church, on the sixth of June . . "
. lnst.: 'T-attendéd ‘theLecture given on‘thé evening of that'day. In'the course of = . -

that day T had heard slight rumours of the possibility of there being a disturbance
at the Lecture. : o o SRR
I'hardly know whether I believed or not that there wonld be a disturbance. .

. Ireached the Church just before the Lecture commenced. I saw a good many
" of the Police. I should say a greater portion of the Police near the Church.
There was a crowd, but not a very great ane in front of the Church. . They were
- peaceable. I saw no signs of disturbance as I approached the Church. I know
* mostly all the Police personally. I spoke to some of them, and.I said; I hope
- there will not be a'row to night.” They did not give me any direct ‘answer.: I
- went into the Church, 2nd remained- there dbout an hour before the row commenced.

- Upon some observation of the Lecturer respecting Ribbonmen'in Ireland, 2 man
- near the pulpit cried out *it’s a lie.” A row ensued, and stones were thrown into *

A
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the windows: A conflict. took place round the pulpit.- I saw no Policemen inside
" . the Church at that time. I think a dozen of Policemen acting in -concert would
have put down the disturbance in the Church.: . * - ' o

I remained in the Church until Gavazzi fell out of the pulpit. At this tixiqé I
think T saw only two Policemen near the pulpit, but in the ¢xcitement there might
~ have been more without my secing them. = = ‘ '

" I saw none of them attempting to put down the Riot, which, I think, could have

been effected at any timo within: the Church by a few resolute men. ' I was in the
throng the whole of thistime. Ireceived no injury, and was not assailed in any way,
though Isaw others attacked and struck. Thereforgel was cool and able to judge.

- After Gavazzi fell from the pulpit I went "out to look after my son, fearing ho
“might be hurt. As I went through the vestibule of the: Church, I saw thiee or
four porsons in working dress, with - sticks in their hands, pass by the Police, into
the Church. . They scemed to be rushing through, and acted appirently in con=
cert. They could not have been mistaken for persons coming to heat the Lecture. .
The Police whom I .saw, did not prevent these persons from making their ingress:
" In fact, I did not observe tlic Police act at all upon this occasion. - They may have
-acted, but’I.did not sec them do it. = I went out in the strcet,opposite the Church.
There was a. large .crowd there.. The Police were about the door of the Church.
1 did not see any of them in the crowd. Not finding my son, I went home to St.
John's Street; did not go'into the house. Being told that my son was not there,
X immediately returned to the Church. When I left the Church, the ¢rowd was
composed partly of the Rioters, and partly of the audience ; but there did not seem
to be any conflict 'between them:. When I returned from St. Johi’s Stréet, most
. of the crowd consisted of the Rioters. They were getting into ranks, preparing to -
march, * At this time I do not recollect having seen.any Police at all; but I am’
sure that they did not make any attempt to arrest any of the Rioters, nor to dis-
perse them. They ‘marched off of their own accord, and they were not driven or
" dispersed cither by the Police or the- Military. At thattime, I saw no Military
-about the Cliurch, nor near the Rioters, - - S
I afterwards went intg the Church, and then to the basement story, where I found
my. son, and where I also saw Gavazzi and Paoli. After waiting a-short time, I

returned to the street, in front of the Church. Some of the Polica were there, but
no crowd, a}though many persons were still there. - Jverything was quiet then.

Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of -

June last ? ‘ . :
Answer.—1I do not think they did. My impression from what I saw is, that they
did not do their duty. ' i " oo o
'. With the exception of Mr, McDonald, I did not see any Magistrates or Couns
-cillors attempting to maintain order upon that occasion, nor did I see any of them
prescnt. : o

. The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted theérein,
.and hath sigried, : S
- > ‘ ALEX. SMEATON.

_ Sworn and signed before us, - ' ' ' '

. this seventh day of March, 1854.
. S. LEuEvVEE, . C -
. 'W. L. Feuron, . S . . )

- B. B. Jonnsox. ' -

/
’



69 -

And it being three of the clock in the-afternoon, the: Commxssxon is adJounﬁﬁ/
until to-moxrow, at the hour of ten in.the forenoon.. ;

S. LELIEVRE,
W. L, FELTON,
R. B."JOHNSON.

And on the eight day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-four, the Commissioners mect at the place appointed for the sittings of the
said Commission,

Present :—SmeoN LELIEVRE, Esquire, WILLXAM Locmsn Fevton, - Esquire,

ALPH BoreLsr Jounson, Esquire. . . :

Alezander Learmouth, of the City of Quebec, 'bemrr duly sworn, doth depose
and say :—I attended the Lecture given at Chalmers Church on the sixth of June
last, which was interrupted by a Riot.

I went there about half an hour or thirty-five minutes befole the Lecture began.
When I went to the Church there wasno crowd outside the Church, nor was there
'my Police there. The disturbance inside the Church commenced’ at about mine
o'clock. ~ About eight or ten minutes after it had commenced, I left the Church.
When I left the Church, the Police had not entered it. _ As I went out,1 saw ‘them
standing at the foot of the. steps leading to the door of the Church, hey were .
standmw inlines and doing nothing. T should think sbout twe ty or more of
the rioters had rushed into the Church before' I lefsit. While ¥ was g ing’out,
and after I had gone out, I saw seven or eight more rushing in, wi in their
hands. The Police did not: prevent or’ interfere with them {m going into the
‘Church. They stood quietly at the foot of ‘the steps. Whett I came od of the
Church, the street opposite to it was filled with the crow. / of whom thene werde
several hundreds. f observed several stones ‘thrown tow rds’ the Church. The
crowd did not interfere with me as T was going out, but. were very much excited, aud
1 saw stones thrown amongst them towards the Church. /They appeared to bé much
interested with what was going on within it. * I saw no’attempts made by the Po-
lice to disperse the crowd or prevent the riot, or ar:;Z any of the rioters.

T heard several persons call upon the Police to £oin and- prevent the rioters -
" from doing mischief, or words to that effect. The Police; while I was there, did
nothing in comphance with these requests, and replied, that ‘they had no orders to
act. About ten minutes might have elapsed from thé time the rioters rushed into
the Church until I went downin St. Lewis Street. I should think in‘about halfan
- hour, but I am not certain of the time, I returned to the front of the Church,
following the Military. 'We met the rioters in St. Lewis Street. They were go-
ing in a body - There were no Police following them. They ‘went down each
side of the streét, the troops passing between. I heard one. of them, after the
troops had passed, cry-out, “ Come along home, boys.” tThey were then going
on of their own accord. ,Thxs crowd m:oht consist of one to two hundred. . They
eeemed to £ill the street. .

‘When I reached the front of the Church followmrr the Troops, there was stlll a
large crowd there, among whom were many persons without coats, in Workmg
dresses but Isaw no lono'er disturbance.

Question.—Did the Pollce perform their duty on the oceasion ‘of the sxxth of
June last ? i

Answer.—No. 1 consuler that the Police 'bemv there and a Rxot gom«r on before ‘
them, they should have endeavoured to maintain peace. I think that .when they |
saw the Citizens in danger of their lives, it was their duty to interfere _actively, and
protect them,and that i they were unable to do so alone, the Citizens should have
assisted-them. » Instead of which they left the Citizene take care of themselves,

. /
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who were the only patties who interferéd to prevent the Rioters from attaining their

object. I R ) -

. ) E_xagni_ned by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. ) .‘ ‘

When I left the Church, the crowd occupied the street so as to make it difficult

for one to pass. . - o

" 'The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. . - e oo -

: - ALEXr. LEARMOUTH.
Sworn and signed before us, ' | : -
-~ .- this eight day of March, 1854.
S. Leuevee, C
¥.oL. Fevron, . . . ‘
R. B. JomNsoN. . ' N -
-Andreiv William Hood, of the City of Quebec, . Soap and Candle Manufacturer;
being duly sworn, doth depose and say:—1I am aware that on the sixth of June
last there was a riot and distarbance in Chalmers’ Church, ‘in the City of Quebec,
on the occasion of a Lecture given there by Father Gavazzi. I had attended the
?ecture given by the same irdividual on the Saturday previous, the fourth of
une. o : - : e ‘ o
" It was only on the Monday, in the course of the afternoon, that I heard thata-
second Lecture was to take place at the Chalmers’ Church that evening. | I'heard
in the afternoon, by rumour through' the City, that there might be some disturb-
* ance that evening at the Lecture, but I did not apprehend. such disturbance my-
gelf. I-went to the Lecture, and got to the.Church a quarter of ‘an hour, before it
commenced. I did not,observe any thing remarkable outside, except that there
.was a.small detachment of the Police there. The interior of the Church was nearly-
“-filled. The Lecture went on quietly until somewhere about nine o’clock, when

the disturbance occurred.

I remained in Church, uatil it was all over, and I should say that the disturbancs
lasted an hour nearly. - T -

__ Tt was some considerable time after the disturbance had commenced before I saw
any of the Police in the Church. - ‘When the disturbance commenced, I apprehended
fromhaving seen a number of - the Police at. the Church door, that the disturbance
would be put an end to immediately; and I am certain, that if at the outset, twenty
Policemen had come in, they could have-quelled the Riot. e

. :After the Police had got into the Church, they did nothing, with the eﬁcepﬁdn
of one or two, whom-I saw doing their duty by defending ‘the persons who were
defending the Lecturer, and striking those who were striking the persons composing ’
the audience. The other Policemen whom I saw, from eighteen or twenty, come
in, were standing in the aisle. . I observed to an individual who was near me, that
when the Police came in it would be all right ; but it was not not so, for I actually
- ‘observed a young man between sixteen and -eighteen, pacing up and down on top
.of the pews, with a stick in his hand, striking the people in the pews, and .actuall
going past the Police, without any atteinpt being mdde by thém to arrest him. I

was at this time in the gallery, upstairs, and conld see what went on below.

" With respect to the Police, I saw-no order, great confusion, and o, arrests made.

. I saw neither Mr.' Maguire nor, Mr. Russell there. - Mr. Russell may have been
there towards the erid.; but I could not swear-I saw himthere. . The Police seemed

to be without e leader: - . . .0 ol L o, L -

-~
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l%Q.;’uest‘z'on.:—DidLtbe Police perform their duty on the occasion.of the sixth of June
t? - . o Coen

Answer.—1 am positive they did not. - I am well persuaded that if the Police -
had done their duty, the,row would bave been prevented, and not only so, but the
results which followed. I knew a great many persons who went to that Lecture,
and I. am persuaded they went to that Lecture reposing perfect confidence in-the
Authorities, that they would be safe, as well as secure in their rights. - .

The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein, -
and hath signed. : < S N '

! i o Aﬁ Wo H.OODc~ !
Sworn and signed before us, . -
. ' ‘this eight day of March, 1854. ) )
S. Leuevee, = - o
W. L. Fevron,. v ' C
R. B. Jomnson. . : ~ '

o

— - ' v

- Benjamin -Cole, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :~—
. I was at Chalmers’ Church, on the sixth day of June last. There was a disturbance
- there which commenced a few minutes before nine, and which lasted, I:should say,- -
nearly’ an hour.' The. actual fighting was over in-less than half the time;the dig-
turbance took up.. I remained there all the time, A very few minutes after;the
disturbance commenced, I saw the Police in the Church; the'mob and:the Police
came in nearly at.the same time. Stones had been thrown from the outside pre-
vious to the mob going in. ~ .o
. After I had seen-‘the Police in Church, they ranged themselves in the bottom
of the South aisle, some on the one side and some on the other of the aisle, and the

-

mob passed up between them and made towards the pulpit.. - :
. The Police, on- that occasion, did nothing; they were inactive, and I heard one~ -
of them distinctly say, that they weré without orders. T e
I saw no atrests made, nor any attempt to make an arrest: - = - T
. _Q?aestz'on.-—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth 6f June
' Answer.—No; by no means. My opinion is, that they might have prevented
the mob from coming in, or made them prisoners when they were in. - e

The foregoing ‘deposition having been read to'thé Deponent, he persisted‘therein,
and hath signed. - , o T S
S , “ "' BENJN. COLE."
Sworn and signed before us, S

, _ . this eight day of March, 1854, e
S. LeLevee, - . Tt Lo

W. L. Ferow, o S
R. B. Jonxsox. T 0T R
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John, Mainhood, of the City{of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and:séy:;-
I am aware that there was-a Riot at Chalmers’ Church, in the City of Quebee,on .
the sixth day of June last. At that period I was in the City Police,and attended
at Chalmers’ Church, on the occasion in question, on duty. R

I have ceased to belong to that force, having resigned two days after. : :

I reached the Church' with a party of Police; at ‘about half-past ight in the’
evening, and joimed another party of Police statiomed there. The City Police

] R - N P
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alone numbered about fifty at that time, and nearly the whole Force was present.
I saw rio Water Police there, . We remained drawn upin front of the Church
from'twenty’ to thirty minutes after we had arrived, before any distarbance took
plllacieF. : Mr..Russell, the Chief Constable of Police, was withi us, at the head of
the Korce, sy s

* The disturbance commenced inside the Churcl, by somebo¥ shonting, which -
appeared to me as'a signal for those outside; that is, the mob, throwing stones or
breaking the windows, ‘and entering by force'into the: Church. A portion of the
- mob clambered over the . fence separating the Church property from the street,
from whence a part of the mob rushed into the Church, At this time the Police
- ranked in file on the footpath in front of the Church. After the people had rushed
into the Church, Mr. Russell marched the Police up to the steps of the Church.

After this, the mob outside contifued throwing stones” and breaking the win-

- dows, and damaging the exterior of the Church, whilst therc was a great disturbance

and cries of “murder,” in the interior. After we had been marched up the steps,

as I have already said, we remained therenearly fifteen minutes; when Dr. Cook,

Mr. Jeffery Hale and other gentlemen, came rynning out of _the Church in great

géxcitement, inquiring where the Police . was, and what was the reason why the Po-
lice-did not go in and assist, as they were murdering the man., '

.- Up to this period we had received no orders, and upon hearing this, ' I left the
ranks without orders, and went into the Church. I was the only Policemanthat
went in'that time. After-getting into the Church, T-made my way down the aisle
.-a8 fast as I could. There-seemed at that'time to be a deal of ‘excitement and some
fighting in the Church: I made my way up to the pulpit, and the Lecturer had -
just descended into the basement of the Church. I cannot say, from the confu-
" gion which prevailed, how long' I had been in the Church before I was joined by
_any other Police. ' It might bave been about-tgn minutes.’
AfterI had got up to-the pulpit I- endeavoured to put out of the Church pars
ties whom I conceived:to be rioters; and also endeavoured to separate parties who
. were fighting. After this nothing remarkable occurred in the Church, There
was a good-deal of confusion, and a deal of inactivity and .apathy on the part of
the Police. L e ST L
" 'We remained in the Church some tim® longer, until the Church was—clear of the
rioters, the greater part leaving of their own occord, the remainder being put out
" by the Police. - ‘ T
The Police then went out of Church, cach man appearing -to act as he thought
proper. When we got out of Church we reccived orders from Mr. Russell to
clear the street of the mobs. but previeusly to this the rioters had formed in a body
and marched away to Champlain Street. After clearing the street, we were
marched to our different posts. L. ’

Before being marched up to Chalmers’ Church, we received no orders from the
" Chief of Police or from any body.else as to the nature of the duty we should have
to perform at Chalmers’ Church, in the event of a disturbance. . L
T should say, to the best of my judgment, that immediately previous to the.
commencement of the disturbance there-may have been congregated outside of the
Church-from one hundred and fifty to two hundred people. o
. If the Police, on that occasion had done their duty, the people who rushed into
the Church, might have been prevented from doing so. The Police Force present
was sufficient for that purpose. ’ oo
_ Question.—What was the cause of the inactivity of the Police on that occasion?_
.. Answer.—X believe one cause, was the absence “of the Inspector, Mr. Maguire;
another cause of such inactivity was, that there is in the Police Force, a great many,
v , ( ‘

~
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. that is, more tban one-half' of the Force, mcompetcnt to do. then‘ duty, as Pohce~
men.

Question.—When did you hear, for the ﬁrst time, that it was lxke]y t]nt; there
would be a disturbance in Chalmers” Church, on the occasion of the sixth of J une 2

Answer—~T heard so on the Saturday, the fourth of June.
- Question.—Did you communicate thls intelligence either to the Chief -of Polzce,
~ or any body else? —

Answer.—1 merely heard this as a rumour, and I dxd not communicate it to’ the
Chief of Police, or to any other person in authority. I did not, to the best of my
Lnowledfre, subsequentl y, that is, on the Sunday or on the Monday, hear this rumour
1epeated. : , .

Question.—You have stated that the ‘disturbance of' the sixth of J une, was pre- ‘
concerted, and that you believe that the Inspector of Police knew it, and purposely
avoided bem(r at his post. What reasons have you for saying so? ?

Answer. ~—-My reason for saying so, is Ins absence from his post of duty I hava
- nothing to add to this answer,

1 resxo'ned as before stated, my ' post in" the Pohce, on the eight of J une, and I
50 reswned, because I was disgusted at the conduct of the Policé on ‘that occasion.

= Shortly after.my resignation, a purse of twenty-five pounds was “made up and
‘given to me through the hands of Doctor Cook. ~The money was given fo me as '
an act of charity, to furnish y family with necessaries.

" Question.—Was that sum given to you in connectxon with o% as a reward for your
conduet of the sixtl’of June? X .

‘ Answer.—-N 03 it was given to me. as an act of charity.--

Exammed by Jo/m Magmre, Esqmre. -

Questzan.-—-How long have you been in the. Quebec Police ? ,,
. Answer.~~I have served nearly two year§ in the Cxty Polxce, before\ I reswned
in June last.

I have becn in. the Liondon Pohce, a.nd served in the Grenadxer Guards for more
' than cighteen years. = = -

I had not had the prormse of any s1tuat10n before Ieavm?v the Force, in J une; but
~ Ihad been looking for one. ey

I was examined in the month of June last, relative to the Riot of Chalmers
Church, and then gave my ewdencem a'deposition - taken before: Messrs. Symes,
and McCallum.

The Police were marched to the Weslevzm Church, on Saturday the fourth of
June, by Mr. Chief Constable Russell. . “We arrived at the Church before dax-k
A greater part of the Force was posted in the gaol yard. o,

I did not see the Inspector and Supermtendenf. of Police there. .. -
I have also been examined before the Grand Jury. -
The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent he perslsted therem,

“and hath sxgned
o JOHN MAINHOOD

°
-

(The witness asLs ﬁve shxllmo‘s.)

Sworn before us, - :
. - this eight day of March, 1854. .
' S. LELIEVRE, . o
"W. L. Feuron, o e :
R. B. Jounsox. :

10
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Aad it being three of the clock in the afternoon, the Commission is adjourned
until to-morrow, at the hour of ten in the forencon.

© ' S. LELIEVRE,
‘ W. L. FELTON,
R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the ninth day of March, onc thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, the
Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commis-
sion :— ‘

Present :—Smeon LeLievee, Esquire, WitLian Locker Frrros, Esquire,
and Raven BoTELER Jounson, Esquire, : .

John Murphy, of the City of Quebee, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :-—
T belonged to the Police Force of the City of Quebec on the' sixth of June last;
but I resigned my place in:jt at the end of last. month. :

I.was ordered up to No. 1 Station near the City Hall, about seven o’clock in

the evening of that day. Sometimé before nine o’clock, Secrgéant Brown, of the ’

Police Force, came downi to No. 1 Station, and marched mysclf and two or three
other Policemen to Chéalmers’ Church. When we reached it, we found at least

- ten of the Police in front of the Church. There was a lapge crowd in the street,

~ standing and talking peaceably.

A short time after I arrived there, more of the Police arrived, and ultimately the =

whole Force, with the exception of a few left at the Station or sick, werc on the

ground ; but £ am not sure whether they liad all arrived before the row began. °

0

Chief Constable Russell was there before the row began. The Inspector was also
there; bt Wwhen he came, ¥ cannot say. ‘ :

)

The first symptom of disturbance that I witnessed was a loud shouting from in-

side of the Church. At this time some-of the Policc were drawn up in front of

the Church, and others along the street towards Liewis“Street. Soon after I heard
this shouting, a rush was made from the crowd .up to. the door of 'the Ghurch.
iThere were persons constantly going into the Church., When the rush was made
from the crowd, some of them went into the Church. The- Police kept many of

. them back; but some got in; how many I cannot say. None of them were ar-

- rested by the Police. I saw some stones, or some other missiles which broke the

windows, thrown by the crowd in front of the Churcli. This crowd might con- -

sist of about a hundred people. It was a large crowd.

" T afterwards went into the Churcl. Thére was fighting inside. 1 went up with
M. Russell to thie foot of the stairs leading'to the pulpit. A man fell from the
pulpit on Mr. Russell’s head, and then to the floor. I assisted Mr. Russell to rise.
Another man then fell from the steps of the pulpit on my head, and knocked my.
hLat over my face. Shortly after. there was a ery from the basement story for a
light. I went down in the basement story, and saw one man there who had beent

beaten.. When I rcturned from the basement story,. I saw ne fighting. We were

then ordered to clear out the Church.  We accordingly cleared it out ; men, wo-
men and children, without distinction. .o

The disturbance inside,of the Church might liave lasted 'a'quarter of an hour.
T saw no person strike, except the man in the pulpit, who had something in his
Land ; and also another man standing on the steps of the pulpit, who was striking

with a short weapon. We did not altempt to arrest this man. I say, upon m§
oath, that I did not sce in the Church any other person striking, except these two.

1
. I had no reason for not arresting the person striking with a short weapon from

the steps. I had no orders {o arrest him er any one that night, and we arrested no

one ingide of the Church. )

\ .
0

¥
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Examined ggy Jolkn Maguire, Esquire.

I saw the Inspector and Superintendent of Police at the door of the Church. x
He appeared to be going in then. - He inquired for Mr. Russell and told the Police
to do their duty. Ithink 1 saw him afterwards in the basement., - - '

The forégoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persiSted therein,
and hath signed. )
- n , . "JOHN MURPHY.
Sworn and signed before us, L : . ‘
) this ninth day of March, 1854.

S. LELIEVRE, ) ‘
W. L. FiLtox, . _—
R. B. Jonnson. ) :

——

Joseph Boisvert, of the City of Quebec, Laborer, being duly sworn, doth depose
and say :—On the sixth of June last, I belonged to the Police of the City of
Q_uebgc. I have ceased-to belong to that force-for a month past, having been dis-
missed.

"I know that on the sixth of June last, there was a Riot in the City of Quebec;
I was present on that occasion on duty. I arrived there, that is to say, at Chalmers’
Church, between seven and half-past seven in the evening. - All was peaceable.
The Police Force consisting of about thirty men, were stationed on the footway'
opposite the Church door. When we arrived, there were & .great many people
opposite the Church. I think we had been there a quarter or half an hour before
there was any  noise. . The noise ¢commenced by people throwing stones at the
windows and doors of the Church. Almost immediately I heard Mr. Russell’s.
voice giving an order, and I believe it was the order to enter the Church, for im- .
mediately the Police went in. I entered the Church with the other Policemen.

When in the Church, we tried to drive out not only the.people who had thrown

stones and . who had got into the Church, but, also those who attempted to strike a
man named Gavazzl, who was giving ‘a Liecture. I did so, for iny part, without
having any order given me; but because I saw the others doing so. The order might
have been given by one of the Sergeants, in English, without my knowing it, for
I do not understand English: I cannot speak upon this subject with certainty, but
I think 'we were_a guarter of an hour or twenty minutes emptying the Church.

'After the Church was emptied, we went out ourselves, and we placed ourselves in

the street, to prevent the people who had caused the tumult from returning into the

. Chureh.

During all the time I was in the Church; I.saw no one striking either with &

. stick or otherwise. When we entered the Church, Gavazzi was not in the pulpit.

I cannot say where he was. < I did not see him at all. I cannot say whether there

_ had been any noise inside the Church, before we entered it.

Question.—How 1is it that, the Police allowed people who had thrown stones at ‘
Church, to go ins - : : o ' - '

_ Answer.—1 think they were mor'e numerous than we were, and rushing in crowds

‘into the ranks of the Police, they succeeded in- entering-without our'being able to

prevent them. I believe there were from one hundred and fifty to three hundred
persons. . N T

Examined by John Maguire, Esquire.

- Isaw Mz Maguire, there. He entered by the Church door. -

) -
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The present deposition being read to thé witness, he persisted therein, and de- <
clared himself unable to sign. . : 1 N
. : -
‘Sworn before us, )
this ninth day of March, 1854.
. S.’LELIEVEE, -
*  W. L. Fevron, . .
R. B. Jornson. -

Andrew Levey, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say:—
I was in the Police on the sixth of June last, and was on duty that day. Sirce
which, namely, on the first. of December, I was discharged. ': R

I was with the rest of the Police at Chalmers’ Church. Mr. Russell; the Chief .
of the Police, was there present, and in command of the Force, which consisted of
about thirty men; who were ‘stationed, part in front of the Church, and part a
little lower, towards St. Lewis Street. Between seven and eight o’clock we took
up that station. There was a crowd opposite the Church; and Mr. Russell sent a
Constable to disperse another crowd which seemed to be collecting at Flenderson’s
corner. Soon after gun-fire, I saw the Police stationed opposite the Church, move

. off in quick time into the Church. I received no orders, and I did not go in the
Church at that time ; but soon after I advanced, with others of the Police, on to
the steps of the Church ; but the great numbers coming out of the Church pre-

., vented my getting in.” When I did get in, there was no Lecturer in the pulpit.

There was still some fighting going on 1 the Church, and the Police were putting

out the people. In about five minutes from that time the Church was clear: I saw,:
before I entered the Church, stones flying; some of which struck the windows,

and T heard the glass brake.

I have no knowledge of any arrests being made, ecither in the Church or outside
of the Church. I had received no orders to maké arrests, norin fact how to con-
duct myself should a riot brake out. After Mr. Russell had gone into the Church,
of .course he could not give us any orders when we werc on.the outside. -

~ Very shortly after the riot comimenced, some onc near me remg:irked, ¢ There is
Mr. Maguire.” I could not myself see him.

T am not able to give an opinion whether the party of Police stationed nearest\
to the Church could have prevented the rush made at the door. " I was a good bit
down the street. (' : b

I cannot exactly say; but believe the riot to have lasted about a quarter of an

hour. , . Y

“ Afferﬁardg, when I was in the Church, -1 saw Mr. Maguire. s

)

3

Examined by John quuire, Esquir;a.

-.I was on'the steps, in front of the Church, when I heard some on saying, « Herc
¢ js Mr. Maguire.” About seven minutes afterwards, I saw Mr. Maguire in one of the
aisles of the Church, going towards the front door. At this time Mr. Russell was
at the door of the Church, with the men, drawn up in a linc across the door. I
cannot say what Mr. Maguire said; but I heard Mr. Russell say, to keep back thé
mob. This was after the people had been driven out of the Churek.

’

L4 -
°
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The forézoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed:. C ‘

>

-

. : ANDREW LEVEY.
Sworn and signed before us, ) .
‘ this pinth day of March, 1854. o Co
S. LELIEVRE, . ‘ S - N
W. L. FerLrox, C ‘ -
R.'B. Jonnsox. ‘e s
André Lemelin, of the parish- of Beauport, Trader, being duly sworn, doth depose
. ang say :—On . the sixth of June last, I belonged to the Police Force, of the City
of Quebec. I'resigned towards the end of June last, intending to trade. I know
that on the sixth of June, there was a Riot at Chalmers’ Church. - It was on the
occasion of a Lecture given by a man named Gavazzi. There were forty or forty-
five Policemen, stationed in a row on the footpath, in front of the Church. We
arrived there between seven and hall=past seven or' c¢ight ¢’clock, and a crowd of
persons had alrcady gathered opposite the Church. I think there were from four
to five hundred persons, including children ; but there were more men than children.
For about hali’ an hour after our arrival, the crowd remained quict. The distur-
bance was commenced by people outside the Chureh, who began to whistle and after-
wards to shout, and .at the same time they threw stones in at the windows of the
Church. JImmediately after, the Police passed in a row on to_the steps of the
Church, a great number of the people 'in the street then leaped over the fence to
get into the Church. The Police kept them back, until a call was made from the
inside of the Church; for the Police to enter; in fact,’a number of the Police having - .
entered the Church, the number remaining at the door was too small to prevent the
mob from entering the Church. A great number of persons entered the Church,
in-spite of the Police. I was one of those who remained at the door after the first
call, and I can say that the Policemen who remained with me did everything in
their power to prevent the mob entering the Church ; but we were too few in num-
ber, and 'some of us were crushed by the mob, which afforded an opportunity for the
mob to get in. Y was one of those that were so crushed. I, however, entered
afterwards, and a certain number of the Police advanced, and sct about driving back
those who were entering. We succeeded in sending back to the door tho:=¢ who
ivere upstairs; but with much trouble. Isaw people with sticks. I saw sticks
raised, as if with the intention of striking; and I, myself, warded off blows aimed |,
at me, by persons whom we wished to jput out; but I saw no one struck. There
“was no arrest made, to my knowledge. * } ,
Question.—~Could you or the other Policémen have arrested the people who cre-
ated the disturbance ? ’ - . . .
Answer.—No. In the confusion it was impossible to arrest any one.
The riot lasted about a quarter of an hour.' ' ' .
I saw Mr. Russell at the door whén he gave -the signal for the Police to. bé>
placed at the.Church door; and it was by his order that we were placed there ; and
I did not seehim again until I came out of the Church. 'When I came out of the
Church peace was then restored, and the people were retiring by degrees. . I know
that one of the Policemen received a blow on the arm. , -
1 had not heard, in the course of the day of the sixth, that  riot was expected -
_ at Chalmers’ Church on that evening. I knew of it only when I received orders
to prepare to go to the spot. 'When I entered the Church there were but few per-
. sons in the pews,” but the aisles were crowded. I saw-Mr. Maguire on the occa-
-sion in question in the Church while we were engaged in driving back the people:
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He was;néar‘me,aand told me, as well as thé “other Policemen, 3:9 put the people
out of the Church;:and then to go down stairs to protect Gavazzi. He was near
the pulpit when he told us so. A

. N

Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. .

I was at'the. door of the Metbodist’w(@hﬁrch on Saturday, the fourth of June.”
The River Police were mustered at N6. 1 Station, in the Upper Town, and I went,
to the Wesleyan Church with the City Police ; that is to say, to the Church where
the Liccture was to be given that evening. There may have been on that evening
near the Church in question forty or fifty Policemen, not including the River Po-
lice, which was at No. 1 Station, We were marched to the Church under the
direction of Mr. Russell. - When we came near the. Church we were placed in- the.
Gaol yard. I think I saw Mr. Maguire in front of the Gaol t. at evening. Every
thing went off quietly, and there was no disturbance. : ‘

« The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. =~ - . ' o

= __ ; 'ANDRE LEMELIN.
(The witness asks ten shillings.) . .

Sworn and signed before us, . ‘ o
' this ninth day of March, 1854.
. 8. LELIEVRE,- o
. W. L. Frurox, ) S
R. B. Jomxson. \ e

w
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William O’Neil, of the City of Quebec, Messenger in the Bank of British North
America, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—1T was in the Police, on the
sixth of June last, when there-was a Riot at Chalmers’ Church. . I was on duty
on that day, and I had heard on the previous day, (Sunday,) that there was likely
to be a’ disturbance at the Lecture, to be given on Monday -evening, by Gavazzi.
I had heard several persons say this. It appeared to be a general subject of conver-
sation. . ’ T . oo

About dusk; on the sixth, I marched up with the main body of Police, to Chal- -
. mers’ Church. We were under the orders of a Sergeant, and when we got to the
Church, I saw Mr. Russell, and a few men there. We amounted altogether to
.about forty men, of whom Mr. Russell took the command. e drew us up intd
two parties, one in front of the Church, and the other nearet to St. Lewis Street.
I was in the'last party. - - . ! }
Some time after we arrived, the persons who were standing in the street gra-
dually increased until there was a crowd of about 2 hundred,. and 'which afterwards
" increased considerably. ‘ : x

After the Police had been thus stationed for some considerable time, there arose
a noise in the Church, with cries of ¢ turn him out.” After that noise, there was
a rush from the crowd opposite, towards the Church door. The peoplewho rushed
‘in, shouted and cried loudly, ¢ pull him out.” Upon.this rush, the party of Police -
where I was stationed moved towards the Church, and I heard Mr, Russell’s voice
calling to his men, “keep them out.” ~Some of ‘the Rioters, however, got-in, and
'I consider that the body of Pelice, immediately next to the door, had it not in their
power to prevent them, for they, were just then driven down the steps by a heavy

shower of) stones. . .

I heard a cry from within that .they were killing a man in the Church 'and I
rushed in. When I got into the Church, I saw Gavazzi in the pulpit; he had .

- ) - 3 :
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been attacked, and was defending Iumself and the aisle of the Church was crowded
with  men, fighting with sticks. - T went to the pulpit, and just as I reached it, --
Gavazzi was thrown out. “At this time, Mr. Russell ‘and the -Police arrived, or
rather a little before, since Gavazzi fell upon.,Mr Russell: After he was thrown
from thie pulpit, Gavazzi went or was removed into the basement.;: Presently there
eame a noise from below, and I thought they were killing Ga,vazm, and I .went
down ; but'it was quite dark, so I veturned,and in so domo' met a number of the
Pohce going down. The people were still fighting in the Church, There.arose a
cry that Gavazzi had escaped, when the Police returned upstairs, and 1 saw Mr.
Russell in the active discharge of his.duty, near the pulpit, and the disturbance was
quickly put down. I think no man could have exerted himself more than Mr.
Russell did. - ‘

1 did not see Mr. Maguire, the Superintendent of Police, in the Chureh, but he
was on the spot; since T saw him just as the Rioters formed to march away, which
they did in a compact body. They cheered before they marched off.

I know of no arrests being made that evenmo either' in-the Church or outsule.

Examined by Jokn. Maguzre, Dsqulre.

About ¢he twenty-first. of June, I left the Police Force, having obtained a
" situation, which I now-hold i in the Bank of British North America.
Question.~—Did you see Mr. Maguire, .the Police Magxstrate, at Chalmers’
Church, at the time the rioters were forming in the street to march away? ]
Answer.—1 think I did; but canniot swear positively that I did.- - My i Jmpres-
gion is, that I saw him some place about the gate, in front of the Church. -
The foregoing deposition hauno‘ been read to the deponenf, he persisted therein, £
and hath signed. !
’ W. ONEILL.
Sworn and signed before us, .
“this ninth day of March, 1854. .
S. LeuievRe, .
W..L. Fevron, : ' "
" R. B. Jomnson.

— 4

And it bemcr three of the clock in the af’ternoon, the Commission is adjourned
until to—morrow, at ten of the clock in the forenoon.

‘ e . S. LELIEVRE,
‘ Co , L W. L. FELTON," .
A - . : ’ - ’ ! R B JOHNSON‘

, And on the tenth day of March, one thousand cight hundred .and ﬁf’ty—four, the
. Commissioners meet at the p]ace appomted for the sittings of the said Commls-
sion :—
Present :—SmiEoN LELIEVRE, anulre,  Wittiam Locger FELTON, Esqulre,
and Rarer Borerer ‘Jounson, Esquire, , | ,
Angus MeDonald, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn, doth de-
"pose and say :—I am a Clty Counclllor, and have been such for more than three
ears.
uy I was present on the occasion of the sxxth of June last, whe’ﬁ a riot occurred a,
Chalmers’ Church, in the City of Quebec. . -
I was present in the body of the Church when the riot occurred, and I was near
+ the pulplt where Gavazm lectured, and where the fight took place The riotey »

1

“
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fisht bad actually finished when the Police got up to the pulpit. Gavazzi was
evidently the object:against which the rioters’ efforts were directed. On the moment..-

“he was thrown out of the pulpit, the fight ceascd. About the same time that Gavazzi
was thrown out of the pulpit, Paoli,* who was near hitn a short time before,” was -
also thrown over.. They were both. thrown into the basement story. Gavazzi,.

. who kncw the place, got into a small robing room, at the foot of the stairs, leading

* {rom the basement story to the Church. Some -of the rioters found Paoli down,
and beat him, under the impression that he was Gavazzi. At that very instant, I
requested the Police to go down, saying that they were murdering some body be-
low. They said they could not ga down because it was dark. 1 went down my-
sclf, procured a _candle, lit three or four gas lights in the basement, then the Police
came down. 'When I went into the basement story, and before I got the light, I
heard fighting and struggling; and one of the persons there said: ¢ Are you sure
“itishim?’ ¢ Yes,” replied some body. ¢ Kill the bugger,” was the rejoinder.
‘When I appeared with a light, those who were in the basement story made their
cscape into the Church;up the stairs. T ascertained afterwards that the person
who had been beaten was Paoli, an individual who accompanied Gavazzi. ’

Some of the rioters had found their way into the basement story through a glass’
door leading’ from the basement to the yard. I believe Mr. Russell, the Chief
Constable, had placed a couple of Policemen to' guard this door. Nevertheless, .
some of the rioters got in through-this door info the basement ; and one of them,
particularly, walked in between the two Policemen, looking, as I believed, for Ga--
vazzi. This man flourished his stick, saying, ¢ Where is hé?” The Policemen

_-stationed.at thg.door saw him and heard him, and tcok no notice of him, neither
attémpting to arrest him, or to expel him from the building. Mysclf, and others °
present on that.occasion, after a hurried consultation, came to the conclusion that
the Police weré no protection, and were rather the allies of the rioters. We there-
fore got quit of them, nearly put out the lights, and trusted to’darkness for escape.

Question.—Did the Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of
June last ? : / ”

PN [
Answer.—X have no personal knowledge how the Police behaved on that oceasion,
because the Police were outside of the Church during the Riot, and Gavazzi was
thrown out of the pulpit before they came in; and 1 have already stated all I know
of the conduct of the Police, in my former evidence. I may state that I wasclose -
to the pulpit during the whole, Riot. / :

" Question.—What is the state of the Police Force, of the City of Quebec, with
*  respect to efficiency 2, .
Answer.—As far as” keeping the City free from thieves, vagrants and such cha-
racters, and keeping order in the streets, and on the markets on ordinary occasions,
I think it is all that can be desired; butit is totally inefficient in cases of Riot, orin
protecting persons or places from the mob. One.cause of the inefficiency of the
Police in this respect is, the bad understanding between the Police Magistrate and
the Chicf Constable. The latter has oftefi complained to me of the want of sup-
port to ln}m by the former, and even of being insulted and ill-treated 'before -his
men. . - ‘ - e T 2 x f
On a late occasion, that is, on the sixth and seventh February, 1853, upon the
occasion of aMunicipal Election for St. Peter’s Ward of this City, when a mob as-
.saulted and ill-treated me in presence of the whole Police Force, I was.indebted to
my friendsfor saving my life, and not to the Police. When I asked both Sergeants and
privates what was the reason they did not do their duty ?* they told me they were
powerless, because the Police Magistrate threatened to discharge any of them that
would use their sticks, on any pretence.. One of the Sergeants, who made this
statement; to me; is *“ Sergcant Reynolds.”" I canpot indicatc the others by names.
} i (3

|
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‘Wher' I accused the Chief Constable for~allowing me to be ill-treated and even
murdered in the presence of him and all his Ferce, he gave the same reason: and

_ as a matter of fact, neither Police nor Rioters were-hurt. on the occasion. ]
Another reason for inefficiency, in my opinion; is that-the Chiéf Constable has
not the power to discharge or appoint the men composing the Police Force,
Question,—What, in your opinion, are the necessary means to be adopted for the
purpose of imparting greater efficiency to the. Police Force of the City of Quebec?
Answer.—The first thing is to-take all power and authority over the Police Force
out of the hands of the Police Magistrate, and confine his jurisdiction to cases
brought into his Court by the Police; the sccond, is to give the Chief Constable,
or whoever has the direct command of'the Police, the appoinfnient of the men and

. -make him responsible; the third, to make the wages- high “eneugh to secure the
services of respectable men,-and make the situation as permanent as possible; for
no Policeman will do his duty well if he has the dread of being sent back among.
the people he may have been acting against; lastly, the Police Magistrate ought -
to be taken from a distance, or at least not be a political partizan, for if he be,_
however honest or,impartial, he will fail to give satisfaction; in fact, I consider
ihe character, ability and zeal of the Police Magistrate of as great consequence as,
the well-organization of the Police Force itself.

I do not know, of my own/knowledge, that when Gavazzi was thrown out of the
pulpit he fell upon any perspn. -

-~ I saw Mr: Maguire, the/.[ngpector of Police, after the riot was over; it.was in
the Church I saw him, and I'think he ‘spoke to me. I had not scen him before.

Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. R

I aét as one of the Trustees of Chalmer® Churcl, although this institution is not
a-corporate body. - : . . S

I am well acquainted with the construction,of that building. * -

I took an active part in the Municipal - Eleétions which took place on the sixth
and seventh of February, one thousand cight hundred and fifty-three, in favour of
one 6f the Candidates. It was on the seventh that the violence to which I have
referred took plage, "A large Police Force was there, under the command of the
Chief Constable Russell. I do mot thigk that any prisoners were made or any
persons arrested on that occation. Upon the occasion in question, I was in a small
room where the polling for the Election was going on, and I was behind a kind
" of counter, where Electors came up to vote. ‘The room wagfull of Policemen.” I

was dragged from behind the counter into the street by.a-fitimber of Irishmen,
from Champlain Street, notwithstanding my resistance and the assisiance of some
of my friends. Wken they had got me in\ﬁxﬁc/ street, they beat me with sticks,
kicked me, and pulled me by the hair- of the ‘head, until I was rescued by my
friends: The Policemen that were in the room did not interfere, except one that
attempte‘d to keep the people off, and-who had come behind the counter.
Question.—Do you know of violence or riot having taken place durizg the Mu-
nicipal Elections, previous to the Election of one thousand eight hundred zad fifty-
' three, to which you have already referred? - S : \
Answer.—1 have no personal knowledge of any. I was not engaged in any
Election up to that time. . - S
Question.— Are you aware that in one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, or
about that time, the new Custom House, in the Lower Town, was-attacked by a
mob and partially demolished? . ° ' i
Answer.—I know it from hearsay, that it was attacked and nearly destroyed. 1
am not-aware that on the occasion any arrests were made.
11 1w
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"I haveno personal knowledge of any ill-treatment of the Chief Constable of
Police by the Police Magistrate. ; ' :

I understand, without any personal knowlege of the fact, that the Police Com-
mittee engage and discharge the men. I understand, that in the cngagement of -
the men, the concurrence of the Police Magistrate is necessary, inasmuch as he
swears the men.: g

LN

Examined by Chief ‘Constable Russell.

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponeni, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. o .

, ANGUS McDONALD.
Sworn and signed before us, o

this tenth day of March, 1854, -

8. LELIEVRE, , B
'W. L. Feurow, * - ’ T
-R. B. Jomnson. -

. ; .

s .

Joln Henneigh Grubbe, now residing in the City of Quebee, Lieutenant Colonel*
of Her Majesty’s 66th Regiment, and Commandant of the Garrison, being duly
sworn, doth depose and say :—I have a knowledge that on the sixth of June last,

‘/{ﬁxere was a riot at Chalmers’ Church, in the City of Quebec. A party of troops
$-turned out upon the occasion, at the request of the Mayor, and marched up to the
spot, under my immediate orders. When I got up there I found that the riot was
over. I had gore to the spot previously to going down to the barracks-and march-
ir}xlg the troops up; and whatever rioting there might have been, it was all over
then. : )

‘The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
+ and hath-signed. ‘ Vo )

_ J. H. GRUBBE, .
5 »  Lt. Col. 66th Regt. -
Commandant.
" Sworn and signed before us, . :
this tenth.of March, 1854. ~ ‘
S. LeEuevee,
W. L. Feuron,
‘R. B. Jonnson.

P

And it being three of >the clock in the afternoon, the Commission is adjourned
until to-morrow, at the hour of ten in the forenoon. ‘ i
‘ ' S. LELIEVRE,

o ‘ ‘ W. L. FELTON,'
- R. B. JOHNSON.

Anl?i; on the eleventh day of March, one thousand cight hundred and fif’ty-four, the
-+ Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Commission.
Present :—SmeoN Leuevee, Esquire, WiLriax Locker Ferron, Esquire,:
and Rarrr BoTELER JOHNSON, Esquire. /
. Alezander 'Rowand, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly-sworn, doth de-
pose and say :—1I am aware that a riot took place ata Liecture given by Gavazzi, at
Chalmers’ Church, 6n' the sixth of June last.. About an-hour after the Liec-

SN
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ture commenced, ‘being in my own house; in St. Lewis Street, I heard the noise of ~
the disturbance, and went to the corner of St. Lewis and Ste. Ursule Street.
There I met one of the audience, who was wounded, and was coming to my house

-for medical attendance. I attended to him, and then went out again and met ano-

ther of the audience, who was wounded, and I attended to him also. T did not see
any thing of the disturbance ‘when it'was actually going on, and I am, therefore,

,unable to form any opinion as to the conduct of the Police.

) 1 . - - \
I ‘attended, professionally, upon Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and Superintendent
of Police, that evenjng, after the riot was over. - - . -

Question.—What was the state of Mr. Maguire’s health at that time ; and was
it such as to interfere with the performance of his duty-as Police Magistrate ¢

' Answer.—~When I saw Mr. Maguire he complained of a very severe pain across
his loins, caused, as he told me, by leaping from a considerable height at the Church. .
He appeared to have received a physical shock. I concluded so from his face be-
ing pale, his hands cold, and his pulse feeble.’ I advised him to go to bed and
take a rest. . . N o
.~ The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. . T

—r . A ROWAND,

Signed and sworn before us, : .
this eleventh day of March, 1854.

S. LELIEVRE, : .
W. L. Frrron,
R. B. Jouxson.

L

—

-

The Honérable Malcolm Cameron, of the City of Québee, being duly sworn,
doth depose and say :—1I am aware that a riot took place at Chalmers’ Church, in
the City of Quebec, on the.sixth of June last. I attended the Lecture given on
that evening. I-arrived at the commencement of the Lecture. There was then
no crowd in front of the Church, and I saw no police; every thing was then very
quiet. I had heard, for two or three days previous, that there would be a disturb-
ance, but-I did not anticipate that such should be the case. I satin the front
pew, under the pulpit; and about Half an hour after I had been there, some obser~
vations were used by the Lecturer, connecting the Catholic Briests with Ribbonism

* in Ireland. " Upon this, a person in -the same pew with myself, whom I did not

know, exclaimed aloud, ¢ Thatis a lie.” I said to him, ¢ You had better be

_-quiet, or you will be put out.”” At the same time, looking up into the gallery, I

perceived, a slight scuffle. Previous to this every thing' had been quiet, except a
movement of one or two persons in the gallery going out of.the Church and re-
turning. 'Within two or three minutes after the exclamation ¢ it is a lie,” a large
stone.was thrown in through the window next to the pulpit, facing the Cape Dia-
mond. I also heard other windows broken. I then saw, coming up the aisle, eight
or ten persons, but I cannot be particular about the number; apparently labouring
men, in working clothes. They were making towards the pulpit. "At this time
there was a general commotion in the Church; some of the audience rushing out.
There appeared no attempt on the part of those coming in to assail the audience,
or to prevent their leaving the Church. I still saw nothing of the Police. I then
took two ladies, went round the pulpit, and showed them the way to the” basement
story. I did not go down myself, but I remained and saw two of these men whom
I have thus described, rushing up the pulpit stairs. Isaw Mr. Chief Cénstable
Russgll following these men up the stairs. I also followed myself. e caught one

R
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of them by the collar; drageed him dows, passed me, to the foot of the stairs; and

rush up 74 stairs of the pulpit then'occurreda;, they were pushed down, and Lwas
pushed G#wx with them into the basement story. I then .went outside of the

continued inside of the Church. I saw none of the Police outside of the Church.
I went home, and had no.difficulty in getting ‘through the crowd. o

From the tinje of the exclamation, “it’s alic,” until I left the Church, could not

have been more than fifteen minutes. Gavazzi was still in the pulpit when T left-

the Church.’

About five minutes after the lje had been given to the Lecturer, as I have stated
above, I saw the Chief Coustable of Police, dccompanied by two or three Polite-
men about the pulpit, the Chief Constable on the stairs leading to it and the Police-

men round about it on the floor. I did not sec Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and

- - - I S
Superintendent of Police, at any ‘time that evening.

Question.~Did the. Police perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth June

last ? . , .
Ansier.~I cannot say, but I conceive that; the Chief Constable did his duty on
that occasion, and that, if he had been sustained by twenty persons, the disturbance

Church. (‘I found a large érowd assembled there. They were very much excited, -

* handed hiny over to some of the Police, saying,.* Keep " your. prisoner.” Another -

‘crowding abcut the door, but not committing any breach of the peace. Theriot -

might have been suppressed. I cannot say what the other part of the Police did;

for I could not see them from my position_behind the pulpit. )
The foregoing deposition baving been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. . . ' ' ] .
; , MALCOLM: CAMERON.
Sworn'and signed before us, . . ST
this eleventh day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE, : . )
W._L. Feuron, | i
R. B. Jomnson.' ° .

.
v ——

Jokn Johusiews of the City of Quebec, Captain of Ier Majesty’s 66th Regi-
ment, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—1I was at.Gavazzi’s Lecture on the

sixth of June last; I went before the Lecture began; every thing was quiet; there

were no crowd and no Police.

umber of persons assailed the.Lecturer and were opposed by a portion of the

of the Church, with the intention of leaving it immediately ; I could dot get out of

the Yoor as it” was blocked up by a throng of persons trying to get in; I should’

think two hundred forced their way in in this manner; as soon as they had passed

-in and the door-was clear I went out; I did not sce any of the Police attempting

to prevent:them from coming in—in fact I saw no Police at all, except one at the foot

of the stairs of the south gallery. I did not see any of the Police outside of the .

Church, but there was a great crowd asscmbled theze talking loudly, and some per-
sons seemed to be endeavouring by persuasion to keep them quiet.

‘I went through the crdwd, who offered me no opposition, and I hastened home.

commenced.

About three quartersbf an; hour after my arrival the distutbance commenced; a -

dience. I did not see any of the Police; I immediately went down in the centre

. I might have-been in the Church from,ten to Bifteen minutes after the disturbance

_In my opinion ¢wenty determined-men might have prevented the ingress, by the .

door, of the Rioters. After the Rioters had got into the Church, it would have
taken seventy men to expel them or make them prisoners.
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. Sworn andkésxo'ned before us,
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Question.—Did you see Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and 'Supenntendent of the .
Police on that occasion.

Answer.—1" did not know Mr Maguu'e persona]ly, and ‘I cannot say therefore
whether I saw him or not. )

Question.~—~Did the Police perf'orm thexr duty on the occasion of the sixth, of’
June last ? ) t

~ Answer.—I cannot say whether they did or not, havmtr secn only one Pohceman

_ in Church that evening.

Questwn.—-—Supposma forty Policemen to have been statloned at the door that
evening, could they have prevented the scene that occurred ?

Ansmer —They could have prevented the people from gomo‘ - in, but they could not .
have prevented them from breaking windows.

The foregoing deposition havmn- been read to the deponent he persxsted therein,

. and hath signed,

J: JOHNSTQON, . -
Capt., 66th Reﬂt

"this eleventh day of March, 1854. o v
S. LELIEVEE, ‘
‘W. L. Ferron, -
R. B. J ogNsom

o
-

And it. bemﬂr three of tne clock, the Commission is adjourncd untxl Monday the
thirteenth day of March instant,, at ten of the clock in the f'orenoon 9

S. LELIDVRE
- W. L. I‘BLTON
1 R. B. JOHNSON

And on the thirteenth day of March, in the year one thousand ewht Inmdred
and fifty-four, the Commissioners meet at the place appomted for the smmtrs of the -
said Commission.

- Present :—SiME0ON LELIEVBE, Esquire, WILLIAM LOCKER FELTON, Esqun'e,
and Rarer BoTeLER Jomnsown, Esquire.

Charles Leaycraft Gethings, of the City of Quebec, Student at’ Law, being duly .
sworn, doth depose and say :—1I am aware that on the sixth of June last there was a

- Riot and distarbance at Chalmers’. Church in the City of ‘Quebec On ‘this occa-

. sion'T was sitting at home in St. Denis Street, when my attention was excited by

shouts i heard in the street'in the dlrectlon of Chalmers Church. It wasthen be-
tween nine and ten, and I think nearer nine, because I was at tea when the gun -

. fired and I was still sitting at tea when I heard .the shouting. Immediately upon

hearing - the shouts T went out and went tovw arls Chalmers “Church throurrh the
glacis. '

I got through a hole in-the fence just opposite the Hlo'h "School in St. Denis
Street, and at the top of Ursule Street I met Mr. Maguireé, “the Inspector of Police,

“with Mr. E. G. Charlton, coming through the rrlams away from the Church and

they asked me how they could get out into the road. I walked with them and
shewed them the hole in the fence, and they went through, I saw them going. It
was' Mr. Charlton who first spoke io me. Mr. Maguire complamed that he had
hurt- himself in getting over the fence, saying this with his hand on his back.. I
did not coritinue the conversation with them more than half a minute. Mr. Ma-
guirg may have been a hundred yards from the Church when I met him.

\

o 1 -
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“After this I returhed to the Church and remained upon-the glacisnear if. * I donot
think the disturbance had been quelled at this time, because I saw people running
backwards .and forwards in the Charch, and I heard cries, and shouts, and 'I'met”

ny ladies who had just got out of the Church. The Military were not there
- when ¥umet Mr. Maguire, and they only got there some five or ten minutes after I
had met him. I cannot say whether Mr. Maguire returned there that evening: o

I did not at any time go into the Churchy nor mear it.~ I remained all the time
on the glacis. -: oo

Examined by Johr Maguire, Esquire. . SR

‘I met Mr. Maguire inside of the fence, at the junction of St. Ursule and St.

" Grenevieve Street, and it was there that Mr. Charlton inquired if there was an
opening in the fence, through- which they could pass.” I heard Mr. Maguire say
that he had hurt himself, very much.” At that time he took Mr. Charlton’s arm. -
The night was pretty dark ; I did not see Mr. Maguire fall from the.Glacis. . There’
is-a Glacis terminating the junction of the two streets I have just referred to. I
did not -enter the Church that night, but I went close to it.and saw the people
passing.- I saw afterwards ladies .coming from the Church, they told me they had
just left the Church. There was then a crowd in the street opposite the Church..

_The foregoing deposition -having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein, '
and- hath signed. ‘ - )

. C. L.. GETHINGS.
Sworn and signed before us, ) ) . :
' this thirteenth day of March, 1854.
:S. LELIEVEE, ) ) o
W. L. Fevton, ‘ ‘ ‘ .
R. B. Jounson. - .

- ——

' Jokn Young, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Advocate, being duly sworn, doth
depose and say :—1I reside in St. Lewis Street, in the Upper Town of the City of
Quebec, and am in the habit of moving in the course of the day, and visiting the °
Court House for the accomplishment of my business. I had no intimation, from -
any source whatever, of the-disturbance at Chalmers’ Church on‘the 6th of June
last, until the time .the Riot actually took place. ‘I had heard during the day that
Chalmers’ Church had been ‘asked for and refused for the' Lecture, and I was not.

" aware that a Lecture was to be given in"that Church on the 6th of June, before
the disturbance took-place. On the evening of the same day, (the 6th of June,)
a little.before eight o’clock in the.evening, I met Mr. Maguire on Durham Terrace, -
oné of the most frequented promenades, in that season of the year, in this City. I
entered into conversation with Mr. Maguire, which was continued for some time
in walking together, and we remained there nbout half an hour, and at my request

. Mr. Maguire accompanied me to Mr. Musson, Druggist, and from thence to_Mr.
Scott, Confectioner, in ‘St. John’s Street. After leaving Mr. Scott, I accompanied
Mcr. Maguire as far as his own house in St. Liewis Street, and left him .there. It
was then about ten minutes to nine. During the time I was with Mr. Maguire, I
observed nothing that could indicate excitement or disturbance in any part of the
City, nor did I see,any such indications in the streets in which I walked with Mr.
Maguire, nor at.the time I parted-with him at the door of his own house. '

Question.—Have you reason to believe, from the conversation which passed be-_
‘tween you and.-Mr. Maguire, on the sixth of.June, that he was in a complete
ignorance of the lecture, or any intention to disturb it that evening ? e

(Over-ruled by the Commissioners.)
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Question.—In your conversation with"Mr. Maguire that evening, did he mention -

- anything relative to the Lecture in Chalmers’ Church, or to any expected distur-

bance ‘thereat ? S . - o - S

_ Answer.~~He did not. - - . :
. . When I saw Mr. Maguire, for the first time, he was on the; Terrace with Mr.
Edwsard -George Cannon.: I A . 0T )
The foregoing deposition baving been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. C : ‘ e
Iy ’ .

) . ‘ JOHN- YOUNG. ~
- Sworn and signed before us, ( ) L iy -
- . this thirteenth day-of March, 1854. . S ot
S. LELIEVRE, - | ) A
+ W. L. FELTON,
- R. B. JomnsoN. T . -

— A -

«

Edward George Cannon, of the Cii;y of Quebec, Esquire, Notary Public, being
. duly sworn, doth depose an@osay :—1 reside in Donacona Street, a little distance

- from ‘St. Lewis Street.’. ' Y : .
T was informed that a Lecturé had been given by Gavazzi on the fourth of June.
I was: told several times during the afternoon of Monday, the sixth, that the
use of the Wesleyan Church had been fefused-for any subsequent Liectures. From
, +this I was under the impression that Gavazzi would not Lecture any more in this
-City. .1 saw Mr..Maguire, the Inspector of Police, during the evening of the
sixth of Juue, in my office, between seven and eight o’clock. ~ In the conversation
which then took place with Mr: Maguire, it was mentioned, I think, by myself,
that I had been told that the Wesleyan Church had been refused to Gavazzi for -
his subsequent Lectures, and Mr. Maguire thereupon said,.or something to that
effect: < I suppose we shall hear no more of these Lecttires.,” “Gavazzi was the
subject.of general conversation at the time.. Mr. Maguire and I left my office, and
soon-after went on the terrace, where we saw, among other citizens, Messrs. Young
and Pope, Advocates. I joined Mr. Pope and entered into conversation with him
and Mr. Maguire with Mr. Young,” 2nd about half an hour. after I Saw.Mr: Ma-
guire and Mr. Young leave the terrace together. : ' S

The terrace, at this season of the year, is one of our most frequented promenades. ™
-~ Question.—Have you any reason, and state what, to believe thatif Mr. Maguire
had been timely informed of an intention on the part of- any person to disturb the
peace-at the Lecture, on the sixth of June, that he would have taken effective -
steps to have the peace kept ?. . L e T
Answer—~Yes. The reason I give is, that Mr. Maguire had informed me on Sa~
turday, the fourth, that he had gone to the Wesleyan Chapel and, to his surprise,
saw a great many men that he knew, standing .about the Church, and that he ad-
vised them to leave and go home;' and that he was surprised to see them there.
 He also told me that he had the Police at the Church, o .
o Thg foregoing deposition having been. read to him, he persisted therein, and hath
“signed., . : . L ‘ :

Sl . ) - E. G. CANNON. .
Sworn and signed before us, -~ ™’ T - .
- " . this thirteenth day of March, 1854. - )
.S. LELIEVRE,. o -
'W. L. Fevrox, ) T
R.- B. Jonxsox. ‘
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Lawrence 4. C’amzozz, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Advocate, ) bemg duly
. sworn, .doth deposg and say:—1I reside in St. Lewis Street, and I was in-town.on/
the sixth of Junélast:<TI believe it was on the evenmg of that da.y that dxsturb- ‘

ance took place in Chalmers” Church.

-1 was in Ste. Ursule Street, opposite the Church, at about nineo ’clock, when;the
" Riot took place. I was.not aware that there was fo be a lecture at that Church
that evening. I was under the impression that the lecture (if any) would be given
at the Wesleyan Church, where Gavazzi had lectured the Saturday previous. I
had neither information nor even intimation, that a riot would take pla,ce that even-
ing at Chalmers’ Church or at any other Church. ~

The first intimation I had of the disturbarice was about nine o clock I was then R
at Colonel MecDonald’s, a friend of mine, when I heard the mnoise. Colonel
McDonald’s house is at a very short distance from the Church

o Examined by the Commissioners.

. My attention was first drawn to the disturbance by the bréa.]nnv of the Wmdows '
and the noise inside and outsxde of-the Church. I went into the yard at the back
of-the Church.

" About a quarter of an hour before the row commence;lI was. in the Street in
front of the Chalmers’ Church. There was then a crowd near and about the Church,
of about two hundred people, many of whom were boys. At that time there was -
no appearance of a disturbance. I saw the Police, and thought they were very of-
ficious in being-there.. These persons were, .I presume, mere lookers on, and not
"intending to be.portions of the audience, a5 the lecture was going on. They were
not inside of -the fénce of the' Church ; they “were in the street. After going
through the crowd.in the street T went to Colonel McDonald’s, and was much sur-
pmsed at the occurrence of the row, judging from what I had just seen in the street. .
After the row had commenced, T did not go to the front of the Church, but went
round by St. Lewis Street, to my “house, fearing that my famxly might be alarmed. |
- 'Question.——From what -you saw of the numbers who were in the street before
the Church, and of the Pdlice posted t‘here, could the latter have prevented a Tow -
from takm« place? . o

Answer.——’l‘hey mzn'ht have prevented a row taking place in the street. -

Question.—Could they have prevented the crowd from entering the Church ?

Answer.—Yes. :

.The foregoing deposmon ha.vmfr been 1ead to the Deponent, he persmted therein,’
and hath s:crned o -

. L. A. CANNON.
- Sworn and 81gned before us, . ' .
.. " this thirteenth day of March 1854,

- S LELIEVRE, . .
= ELTON, < ey
R B Jo :

—

Jokn A E'l_z/, of the Cxty of Quebec, Esqmrc, bemg duly sworn, doth depose and -
say :—1 iwas at the Liecture given by Gavazzi on the fourth of J une, at the Wes-
leyan Church and 1. intended to attend his secdnd-Lecture, which I understood

- would be given at the same place. On.the evening of the sixth, I proceeded to the
Wesleyan Church. I was there told by the sentry of the Gaol .that the Liecture
“yas going on at Chalmers’ Church. ' I'had also. heard,.in the conrse of the after-
. noox, that the 'lrustu.s of the Wesleyan Chulch had refused its use for the Lec-
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“ture. ]’ I went ui» to Chglmers’ -Church ;tnd arrivéd there after the ‘Lepﬂtixre had

commenced.. Isaw Mr. Ruyggell in front of the:Chutch with abody of Police,  There -
were| some persons assembled in the street; I'cannot say how many; there might

have been. about. a hundred, but I should think less ; they, were at that time perfect-

ly-quiet; I did not anticipate, that there would be any Riot that evening,andThad - -
‘ Cor e

. heard nothing leading to such anticipation. ' )

. - . Examioed by Joln Maguire, Esquire. e T
I was presént during the Election of Municipal Councillors for-St. Peter’s Ward

“of -the City, of Quebec, in February, 1853. There wds some disturbance, I think,

about twelve o’clock on the second day of the Election; theére was a little disturb-
ance, very little compared with the disturbance I had witnessed till that-day. The
Police was there under Chief Constable Russell’s command ; the Troops, between
twelve and-one-o’clock, came to the scene of action. I saw then Mr. Belleau the

Mayor of the Citys and ihe Police Magistrate Mr. Maguire, arrive with this de-

tackment of troops. I was not* present when Mr. McDonald was ill-trested ; and )

!

-nothing occurred, after the arrival of the troops, to disturb the'peace. -

.inesiion.%Were y_ou' éresent at Municipal Elections, or on other occasions when

greater violence and disturbance took place, before the:appointment of Mr. Maguire
to-the Police Magistracy, and were the Police present on such occasions? . (Over-
* ruled by the Commission as irrelevant.) -

Question.—Do you know whether the Police, on any occasion of d'isturba.ncélox:

Riot in the City of Quebee, before the appointment of Mr. Maguire to'the Police
Magistracy, ever made prisoners-at su
ruled by the Commissioners as irrelevent.)

1y

cli Riots, and state where and when? (Ower- -

Question.—Have you any reason, and state what reason, to believe that if Mr.

Maguire had been informed that'a riot.was to take place at Chalmers’. Church,-on

the sixth of June, he would have taken measures to prevent it,. -and would haye

prevented'it? B R TR : =
" Answér.—Yes., Because Mir. Maguire. was present-with the Police at the Lec-

ture of Saturday, the fourth, and if he had been informed there was likely to be:

a disturbance, he would in the like manner have been present at the Lecture of

." ‘Monday, the sixth. - . . e
. The foregoirig deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. -~ - C . 5 IR

»

E : R o - JNO. A ELY.
Sworn and signed before us, - o T - ,
—_— _ this thirteenth day of March, 1854.

S. LELIEVRE; ° '
© W. L. Ferton.,
* R. B. Jonnsox.

hY

T

- - And it being three of the clock' in the afternoon, the Commission is'adjourned
until to-morrow at ten of the clock in the forenoon. - et
o B S. LELIEVRE, -
T © -"".  W.L. FELTON.

/
/.

And on the ft;uri:eeht.:h day of March, oneithouéapd eight hundred und ﬁﬂ:.y-foux, .

.the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said Com-
~gission. B L et R
- Present:—Smeon. Lerievee, Esquire, Wisian Locker Feuron, Esquire,
and Ravrr BoterLer JomnsoN, Esquire. 2 Lol
7 1© . ‘

Rel
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* John HMﬁM%bec, Grocer, bema duly sworn, doth depose and
say :—I come forward, Wxthout a subpoena,:m consequence of the notzce inserted i ln‘ ‘
‘the newspapers. .
I was at the Lecture ngen by\Gavazzz, at tneﬂﬂ’esleyan Church and also at
Chalmers’ Church, on the sixth of Juné. - Lo

‘When I entered Chalmers’ Church, Gavazzi was in the pulplt and was 3
‘When I reached the Church there was no-crowd on the outside. There were a few
Eersons scattered outside, but not a crowd. I iwas ‘inside of the'Church for about”

alf an hour before any disturbance occurred, with the exception of répeated rap-
ings with sticks and clappma' of hands, whxch I understood as applauding-what -
e said. ™~
Gavazzi in his acting in the pu]pn‘:, (for I cannot consider it was a lectare,) made
. some allusions to Cardinal ‘Wiseman, whom he called an impostor, and with many
other expressions highly derogatory to this person,-and particularly offénsive to *
Irish Catholics. Upon his saying ‘that Cardinal Wiseman was an impostor, I said
.aloud, it is not true.” I intended he would hear this, but I think lie did not'in
consequence of the applause which followed from the audience.

* I'was'in the front pew of the centre row of the Church. I was dxstant some
twenty or twenty-five feet from Gavazzi. Some of the parties whom I remarked
as’ applauding noisily, and who, I think, heard the observatlon made by me, cmlled
out *put hxm out,” referring, I believe, to me.. . \

Gavazzi ' left this part of his subject abruptly at this mterruptlon, and* then’ re-
"“ferred to Ribbonmen ‘in Treland, with whom he associated the Irish Priesthood— -
and challenged. contradiction, He further proceeded to’speak very unfavorably of
the Irish Pnesthood and upon his asserting that the Six-mile Bridge massacre was
caused by them, I,saxd “it is a lie” Considerable confusion then occurred, and -

© T was'assailed by part of the audience in' 2 murderous manner.. ‘I'bélieve my life
" would- have been taken, was it not for the interference of a few Catholics who knew -
me, aided by the Police and sudden dread which seized my assailants, upon some -
-stones coming through ‘the windows.” I then perceived fighting going on.in the
pulplt and in different parts of the Church. Gavazzi was still in the pulpxt, but a
few minutes after, he was out of it, but I did not notice how. I was a second time
gurrounded as I was going towards the door, by another crowd, and assaulted ; and
1 <vas rescued by the Police and by Mr. Duggan, the Advocate. - I desired to return
for my cap, which had been knocked off in the fight, but was prevented by the Police
- and-Mr. Duggan, who insistéd upon my leaving the Church. During this time I
" observed the Police, also busy in clearing the ‘Church of persons belontnno to_the
asudience who had umbrellas and sticks.

' After leaving the Church with Mr. Duggan, T noticed a n‘reat crowd outside” of
the Chureli; I went to Colvin, the leery Stables’ keeper, to_borrow a coat, mine
" ‘having been torn off my back, in the fight.” Afterleaving Colvin’s, and going to Mr. ' /

Duggan to wash*my face, I héard a great- shoutmo' coming from.a crowd going
down St. Lewis Street, and before T-left M. -Duggan’s Oiﬁce, I heard a party
of soldiers going in the direction of Chalmers’ Church.. . .
*Question.—Did the Police performtbelr duty onthe oceasion of the Gth of J unglast ?
Answer.~If to do all in their power to prevent fighting, 'and separate those yvho ‘
are fighting and committing other breaches of the Peace, e the duty of Policemen,
_ then T am certain that thcy did their duty well; I believe, that, but for them, hves
would have becn taken on that occasion.
Question.—When you went to Chalmers’ Churcb bhad you any, and what reason,
to believe, that any interruption or disturbance would arise ~upon that occasion 2.
Answer.—1 had no reason to anticipate a disturbance, nor did I believe there -
would be any. I knew well that no dxsturbance would be attempted on the part ™ .

\
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of the Catholics of Quebec.. I knew-that, from my extensive knowledge of them. '
If I had anticipated a disturbance, I would not have gone there, I think. o
. Question:—Did you see Mr. Maguire, the TInspector and Superintendent of Po-'
Jice, on the occasion in question ? e e T . :
Answer.—T did nat. . . :
. - The foregoing deposition having been-read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. ’ o =T '

\L. ‘ . . )
- i JNO. HEARN.'
Sworn and signed before us, . R

‘- this fourteenth day of March, 1854.

S..LELIEVRE, .
' W. Li-FEsuron, - ’
.R. B. Jomr ' - J oo .
Mathew Ryan, of the City of Québec, Esquire, ‘being duly sworn, doth deposel -
and say :—1I know that s Lecture was delivered by Gavazzi, on the Saturday im- .
- mediately precedinig the Leécture given at the Chalmers’ Church. = .

"I remember meeting Mr. Maguire; the Inspector of Police; on the steps of  the «
Church. -I also saw,.on that occasion, Mr. Russell, Chief”Constable, and some
Police.. One particular act of 'Mr. Maguire struck me in showiﬁgfgjijgfjﬁ“ééi‘iéffdﬁm

~~good order: A group of six orseven persons had collected ‘in the street, opposite
" to an-open window in the Churchs I saw Mr. Maguire go over to them. ‘Mr.
Maguire seémed to think that it might become a larger. gathering; he went over

- to them,-and induced-them to disperse;.and they dispersed and moved away.' |.

Ry .
-"I-went into the Church tpon:that occasion, and remained some ten minutes or
‘more; hearing the Lecture. So Ioig-as_ I remained, it passed off quietly. I-had
no previous intimation, from any sourcé; - that - distarbance would take: plage
at the Lecture-at Chalmers® Church, nor did- I know that a Lecture was to be dé-
livered there by Gavizzi. My impression on the subjett was, -from what I'had
heard, that no other Lecturés would be given by Gavazzi, or on that day atal
évents; for I had heard from the Honorable James Ferrier, Member of the
- gislative Council, that the use of the Wesleyan Church was not to be again given| -
for that purpose. LT o o A ¢
/ Question.—Have you ‘any reason, and state what, to believe that if Mr. Magnire,
the Police Magistrate, had been timely .informed that a Riot or disturbance was. \\
apprehended at thé. Lecture'at Chalmers’ Church, that he would have taken eff-
cient measures to prevent such disturbance or Riot 2 .« - »

Answer.—From what I.had seen of Mr. Maguire’s conduct on the Saturday ~pte—h A
vious, I believe he would have done his very utmost to prevent the disorder. -

The foregoing dépg“éitio;; having been read to the deponent, he persisted iherefn,'

and hath siZgned._ Lt
o A P - . R i MATTW. RYANQ .
- Sworn and signed before. us,: - ' e
) ‘this fourteenth day of March, 1854.

B -

, S. BELIEVRE, T~..
"'W. L. Feuron, T
. R.. B. Jonnsox. C.

.
—
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depose and say :—I ‘was present at the Lecture. given by Gavazzi in Chalmers’
Church, on the sixth of June'last. - e T L e

= ..Isaw Mr, Maguire inside of the' Chuich for the first time, just about th;e’tin{e '
that Gavazzi was thrown out of the pulpit; I saw Mr. Maguire bringing up-the .

. Police to the scene of disturbance, and the disturbance almost-immediately _ceased%
:.and I next saw Mr! Maguire in the Church near the door; then every thing was:

- Edward Jokn C’k;zrlton, of the City of .‘Quebec, Esquire, jiaein'g'duly SWOTDy doth -

‘quied’in the Church; but there was a good deal of disturbance outside. The Police, '

at this time, had cleared the body of the Church and were putting out the few Te-
maining in the Church, and.they were placed in the vestibule at the main door, and
they were then in sufficient force to prevent the people from coming into the
Church, and appeéared to me to be exerting themselves to do so. Mr. Magnire ad--
dressed me on that occaion saying, he judged it necessary to get out the troops. I
then spoke to Captain Benson, of the 66th Regiment, who was also in the Church,
- and who said he was looking for a Magistrate. I conducted him to Mr. Maguire,
" the Supcrintendant of Police, and we all three left the Church. Captain Benson

\

v

- told Mr. Maguire.that he would go with him to Colonel Grubbe. Mr. Maguire re- .

quested me to go with ‘them; we all threc left the Church to go and search for
Colonel Grubbe,—my intention being to assist Mr. Maguire in whatever he would
... require. Mr. Maguire said he wanted.me to go for the Mayor, while he, Mr. Ma-~

guire, and Captain Benson would go for Célonel Grubbe. _When we attempted to:_
leave the Church, we were prevented from doing so, by the front door, by the Police |

and the erowd standing at the door; we ther, at the.sugzestion of Ciﬁtain Benson, -
went down through the basement story. ~; | . T
. Question.—Was it not at Captain Benson’s request that Mr. Maguire and your-
self left the Church by the side door, and did Captain Benson, on-—that’ occasion,
ask Mr. Maguire to follow him out that way ? ' :

. (Overruled by the Commissioners as having been already answered.) - -

Captain Benson led the way himself to the .side door, followed by My. M:i;guire. g

After leaving the Church we met -with an obstruction in the way of a high fence.
I cannot say who got over the fence the first. I heard Mr. Maguire, say “can you
“ assist me?” Captain Benson was on the other.side, while. I was‘getting over.
While we were getting: over, I heard several people say, - There they are!” -Cap-
tain Benson went to the right, and our road led us to the left, and I saw him no
_more. I understood that-Captain Benson was going in a wrong direction. -After
getting over the fence, we proceeded towards the street in front of the Church. -We
did not get into the street, because the fences prevented us. ~ On passing alongside
the fence to reach an opening which appeared to be at some distance, where the
fence terminated, Mr. Maguire, who was a pace or two in advance, fell down a preci-
pice or glacis invisible in the dark. . Mr. Maguire was so much huit that I had to
lift him up. He.complained of an injury to his back, and assisted% me, we went
to.Colonel- Gribbe’s.  'We did not find him at home. As we left the house we met
the troops, coming by Garden ‘Street, where they encountered a large\body of people
_singing. I suggested to Mr. Maguire that he was too ill'to remain out and f went
_for the Doctor, and brought Doctor Rowand there. Before I left, Ddctor Fremont
also-arrived. , ' \ -

. The foregoing deposition having betn read to the deponent, he persigted therein,

‘and hathsigned. . P
) - ' ) : - "E.J. CHARLTON:. "
‘Sworn and signed before us, - ; ‘ N
this fourteenth day of March, 1854. ) . .
_ S. LELIEVRE, SR //
%V. 113[‘ JEELTON, — -
. B. JounsoN. : ~ " K
’ ~ .
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‘Willkiam . Edmund ‘Duggan, of the -City of Quebec, Esquire;; Advocate, being -
duly sworn, doth depose and.say :—On-the evening of the 6th. of Junelast, between
the'hours of eight and nine, I was infdrmed, while on my way "to my office, that
there was a crowd of people collected - arownd Chalmers’ Church, and that there
was likely-to be a row. 1 went into my office and then”proceeded to the Church.
In going there. I;found a large number of* people collected in.the street, opposite

- the Church. I walked through the crowd, trying. to find -out what object; they had
there, and to see if there was any person I kmew amongst them. ,~Not seelng. any”
person-I.knew, and feeling satisfied, from the expressibns I heard made use of by

- some persons in the crowd, that there would be a row, if measures were not imme-

- dately taken to-prevent it, 'I went over to Mr. Russell, Chief of Police, who wa$
standing at the head of his Force, and told him that there was going to be a row.
He replied, that they were great fools; that it would only be adding to, this man’s
popularity, (meaning Gavazzi). I then asked him, if Mr. Maguire was there; he
said «No”, that he had sent to look for him, and that ke could not be found, or words
to.that effect. I remarked to Mr. Russell, that Mr. Maguire had been on the Terrace
a few minutes before the time'I was'speaking to-him. I then left Mr. Russell to -
go for Mr. Maguire, believing that if he was there, he might have sufficient influ-
ence over the crowd to make them disperse without trouble. . I found Mr. Maguire at
his house, and told him that there was about being a rowup at.Chalmers’ Church, and”
that I thought,if he would go there, he might prevent it. After a few minutes’.conver-
sation, he got up and tookapaper.in a coat pocket, which was hanging-on the wall,and:
we left' the house togethier. . On leaving the house we found people running down
the street, in a very excited manner; and believing that the row-bad commenced,

" we hurried up as quick as possible. At _the corner .of Ste. Ursule and St. Xiewis
Streets, turning up to Chalmers’ Church, we met Mr. Parkin; and Mr. Maguire,
addressing himself to him;asked if it would not be better to bring up the Troops
at once. I answered, that the Police was enough to"disperse ,the crowd, without
the assistance of the Military ; and we (Mr. Maguire and myself) then proceeded
to the Church. On arriving at the Church, I found that the Police had changed
their position, since I had left. They were then formed in a linerunning parallel
to-the fence, with their head resting on'the steps of the East end of the Church.
Mr.. Maguire, then; in a hurried manner, said, ¢ Men, you must do your duty;

< why don’t you act?” Mr. Maguire then asked for Mr. Russell; and he was di-
rected to the steps of the Church. I immediately heard Mr. Russell’s voice,.say-
ing, « For God’s suke, will you be quiet.” - Mr."Maguire came down-to the place:
where T was standing, and addressed himself again to the Police, and ordered them .
to enter the Church.. Mr. Magtire went into the Church, and "I was along with
him. We walked straight up the northern aisle, until we came quite closeto the
pulpit. I did not notice whether any Police followed him at that time or not. ‘Seeing .
aboy in one of the pews, neat the pulpit, throwing about the prayer books, I jumped
in, to prevent him. I turned, and a few stconds after, I found that Mr. Maguire
had gone back and was in the lower end of the Church, where there weresome | -
Police at the entrance. I got oirt of* the - pew, and went in "that. direction. -

- ‘Before I had gone half-way I turned-back again, and found, in the interim, Gavazzt

" had'been thrown out of the pulpit; some.said that Gavazzi was killed: T hurried
towards the pulpit, and I there again' met Mr. Maguire, and went down ‘into the
basement story with kim to see if the-report was true. We found Dr. Douglas at

" the extreme endof the basement, examiiing wounds on a'man’s head. Mr. Maguire
asked Doctor Douglas if that was Gdvazzi; Doctor Douglas'addressed some words_

- to_the person whose head he was examining and the man answered in broken Eng- .
Iish I am Paoli, the friend of Gavazzi.” "'We then left there, and.on getting to the .
stairs leading from the basement to the Church, Mr. Maguire asked some persons
who were standing there, if they knew where Father Gavazziwds? ' They said he -

-
i . - -y
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_was in there (pomtmo- to a.room, at the door of which- they were standing). I
think Mr: Maguire, asked if he was safe there and they replied in the affirmatives
-We then went up ‘into~the Church ; we found that the crowd was trying to-bresk -
thraugh the Police, to getup to'a Mr.- -Hearn, who was-then being beat by some
persons at their back. My attention was excited by Hearn’s voice which I knew,”
calling out “ Charlton! will you allow me_to be beat thus?” "I then run fowards
Hearn, took him aivay from-those who had‘hold of him and ushed him among the
Police, and I assisted the Police in backing out the crowd. I saw no more of Mr.

- Maguire after this; but when-I got outside, I heard persons cry out « that Maguire,
the blind bugger, had gone for the soldiers ,” and I saw or heard nothmv .ore of .
Mr. Maguire after. - -

. From my bwn observations, from ‘the time Mr. Maa'uxre came to the Church, I
oeheve he did all that he could do at that time to quell "the disturbance. - |
- T had no intimation’ whatever that there was any probability of there’ being a
row in Chalmers’ Church that night, before the time mentioned in my deposmon.
’ ; Q;testzon,--Dxd the Pohce perform their duty on the occasion of the sixth of J ute *
ast
" Answer. —TFrom the tune they came undér my obsarvatxon, a.fter T-came from the ‘
basement story, they did. - - -
Question.—Could not forty Policemen, posted at the door, have prevented ’che
crowd from getting into the Church? -
- Answer. —I beheve they could, if they were properly statxoned
Question.—At the moment you entered the Church, what was going on ? ?
Answer.—There were very few people in the body of the Churcb that I could
see, and Father (xavazzx was, in the act of" stnlnnv some one with a chalr '

. Question.—Where were the Police and what were they doing at this moment?
Answer.—If there were any Policémen in the Church, they must have been be-
_hind me. There was no one in front of me, between the pulpit and where I was
standing in the north aisle of the Church, but there were two or three persons ims

medm.tely at the foot of the pulpit.

The foregomo' deposmon having been read to the deponent, he persxsted therem,
and hath signed. .
WM. ED. DUGGAN.

R

Sworn and signed before us, .
this fourteenth’ day of March, 1854.
S. LELigvee,
. 'W. L. Ferrox,
- R.B. Zjomvsoﬁr.

* e . ’

.\ Andi 1t being three of the clock in the afternoon, the Commission is. ad;ou;ned '
untll to-morrow at the hour of ten of the clock in the forenoon, .

o o _S. LELIEVRE,
L ' W. L. FELTON, . .
- . R B.JOHNSON.

And on the ﬁfteenth day of March in the year one thousand eight hundred and
) ﬁfty-four, the Commissioners meet a.t ’the place appomted for the sxttmo's of the eald :
Commission.

Present :—SmveoN  LELIEVERE, Esqun'e, WiLLiam Locum Frrron, Esqmre,
RALPH Bomrm Jomyson, Esquire. - .

0.
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Joln, MeNulty, of the City o} Quebec, Police -Constable, on du’ty at‘the ‘Police - ~
*Office, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—1I am'a Constable attached to the
Police Office, ard my duty requires my daily:attendance in that office. - -~ ~

.~ Question.—~Do. you- recollect, that the Police Magistrate, on any occasion, and
state what and when; made reference to the use of sticks by the Police? =~ -

. Answer.—I do. In"the summer of 1852, I remember some sailors being brought
up prisoners one morning, before the Superintendent of Police, and these prisoners |
complained to him that they had been ill-used by the Police, punching them with .
their sticks.: Upon which occasion the Superintendent gave it to be understood,
that when prisoners were taken, no yviolence was to be used, beyond what wasneces-.
sary to secure them, nor were the Police to' use their datons, unless compelled.so-to
do. I recollect that on that occasion, the men who complained, had blood en their
hair and marks in the face. The complaint was, that they had either struck them;
“or punched them.. ’ - e

‘Question.—Have you any lénowled;ge that the Inspector and‘Supérintende:{ﬁ of
Police issued any order, threatening to discharge the Police if they” they made use
of their sticks under any circumstances ? T T

Arswer.—I am not aware of any such order, but I heard him tell -the Police,
th:.lt on ordinary occasions, in taking prisoners, they should use their sticks moder-
ately. .o o o — : "

The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted thérein,
and hath signed. S . E L o

: I JOIIN McNULTY.
Sworn and signed beforens, = - ) ‘
‘this fifteenth day of March, 1854. .
. 'S. LEuEVRE, = . o . T
.~ 'W. L. Ferron, 4. S ‘ .
" R. B. Jomwson. R

— : .

.~ The Honorable Narcisse Fortunat Belleau, of the City of Quebéc, being duly
-sworn, doth depose and say :—I belonged to the City Council of Quebec, during
the seven consecutive years ended the fifth of February, one thousand eight hun~
dred and fifty-three, and I was Mayor during the last three. years thereof. The -
Police was under the control of the Corporation; but I considered it rather more
controlled by the Police Committee of that Council. - During a certain time the
_Police Magistrate, W. K. McCord, Esquire, claimed an almost exclusive control -
_over that force, by the interpretation “given- by him to. the Ordinance creating that’

" Force, and in virtue of the authority vested in him as Police Magistrate. This.
claim was not admitted, but was-the subject of correspondence with that gentle- -
man, and led to the formation'of Committees to inquire into the matter. - This
‘state of things continued all thé.time Mr. McCord was in office. At the time of -
his elevation to the Bench, the new Police Magistrate allowed the Police Com-
mittee more latitude in the control of that Force; in fact, that control fell eritirely
into the hands of the Corporation, as it now remains. - The Police is ‘ paid by the"
City Council. The Chief of Police, in my opinion, has the command. of the Force,
and is paid, as are all the other membérs of that Force, out of the City funds. - If
the present Police Magistrate had claimed, or set up the same pretentions’as his
predecessor, in relation to the almost exclusiye control of the Police Forge, it is na-
tural to suppose that the City Council would have offered the same resistance to
his pretensions as they did to those of Mr. McCord ; and there i§ now, in my opi-

" nion, an additional reason for such a course. If the City is liable to pay damagcs

[
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e



paused in 5 riot or. pubhe tumult, in consequence of the want of-energﬁ’rm—s-;
inclination.to act-on-the part of the men of . that Force, - it is ewdent that the Cxty E
. xs interested, for its, own- -Protection; in claiming this control.". .,

"I recollect the Ridt of, the sixth of June - last,. at Chalmers Church. . The ﬁrst
mforma.tmn I had that there probably would be a noise at Chalmers’ Church on
,that evening, was given to me about half-past seven on that cvening by a friend,
who told ine that he had seen some persons, whom he took to be Trishmen, put stones
into their pockets, and dircet their course towards Chalmers’ Church. I went
- thither myself and observed no excitement. The persons present appearcd to me
- %o be led more by curiosity than anything else, and I returned home.

The foregomcr deposxtwn havmg been read- to the deponent, he pemsted therem,

and hath sngned. ) . i LT
o X. F. BELLEAU.

Signed and sworn before us; . S

, this fifteenth day of March 1854.

S. Leueves, “

~ 'W. L. Feuron,

- R.- B. Jonnson.

—

-~ And it bemo' three ‘'of the. clock the Commxsswn is adJourned untxl to-mortow at
the hour of ten in the forenoon ; . . A
o S. LELIEVR-E;, T
. W.:L. FELTON,

‘R. B. J OHNSON

And on the smteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Commlssmners ‘meet at the pla.ce appointed for the sittings of the said Com-
mission.

Present.—SmmN LELIEVRE, Esquire, WILLIAM Locxnx FELTON, Esqmre, and -
. Raver BoreLEr: Jomvsow, Esquire. -

Latrick MuZlen, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say —
** 1 have been in the Quebec Police Force for elahteen months; and 1 have been dns-,
charged in November last, owing to-the reduction of the Force. | e "

.- T have no knowledge or recollection that any ‘order was /gwen by the Supermteu-
dent 'of. Police, prohxbxtm«r the men from using theu' sticks, and if such an’ order had
‘been givén, I expect I'should have known i 1t. .

{The foregomo' deposxtmn ha.vm,, g been read to the Deponent, he persxsted fherem, ;
.and cannot sign ) . ‘

(The witness asks two sbllhnvs.)

1 -

Swom and slo‘ned before us,
. this sixteenth day of March 1854.
., S. LEuevrg, = - ,
~" . 'W. L. Ferrow, =
R. B. Jomnson.
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Augustm G‘z‘lbert, of the. City of Qnebec, havmg beei .duly sworn, doth depose

and say.:—I was employed in. the Police” Force. of the -City: of Quebec, for ‘six
months ; I was relieved' from my duties in November last. I am notaware that

any order; forbidding, the dse of staves by the Policemer, was ever given- by Mr.

Superintendent of Police, up to the time. when'I was dismissed from the
Force. I and all the other Policemen always kept our staves'in our-possession: . -

The present depomxon being read to the witness, he persrsted therem, dcclarmn-’

himself unnble to sign. .

Swom before ns, o N
.. -, this sxxteenth day of Marcb 1854. -
© S: Leueveg \ - , - L S
“W. L. Ferron,\ ot coe e e
~R. B _ JOHNSON. * - Lo ST

\ﬂ‘

- Jokn G'ardmer, of the le.y of Quebec, bemO' duly sworn, doth depose and BaY t—"

I have served about four months, last snmmer, in the City Police, and I reswued in
the month of September or August,

I have never received but one order mrevard to the use of : my Constable s bam - ‘

and that was, to use it when necessaryy and 'i had my Jaton in-my possession till the )

. time of my resignation. This order was given to me on my entering the Force in
the month of May, by Canstable Foy, one of the Constables of the division to
mjg“h;&%elouved.
+ The foregoing deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therem,
~ and hath mgne¢

(Taxed 3s. 6d.) . ‘ Coan e e
Signedandswombeforeus, R : s
this s;xteenth day af March, 1854. ‘ o ‘

. W. ‘L. Fevron, . - - ‘ ‘
’;*R.“B.‘, Jomvsom' ’

Jolm Lawlar, of the C:ty o‘f Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—
1 have served in the ‘City. Police; from the e!eventh of Muy to some day in the
mqnth of September Iast, when I resigned.

*When I entered the Force, I received the usual Pohceman 3 stick, which I retain-
ed until four ddys before my resignation, when it was taken from me, by Mr. Rus-
sell’s order.

I never received any order, nor did any of the men who were with me, to my
knowledge, receive any order from the Superintendent or Chief Constable of Po-
lice prohrbxtmg the use of our sticks. . )

The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent;he persxsted therein,

and hath signed.
JOHN LAWLOR.
(The witness asks 3s. 9d.)

Sworn and signed before us,
this sixteenth day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. Frutox, -
R. B. Jonxson.
- 13

~

. . . JOHN'GARDINER. ' -

-



- Charles James Fremont of the City of Quebec, L‘squxre, 'Physxclan, bemﬁl
sworn, doth depese and say :—I attended, professionally, Mr. Maguire, the Inspector
of Police, on'the evening. of the 6th of June last. I found Mr, Maguire laying.
on .a-sofa, suffering ftom concussion of the-spine, and sprain of the muscles and
- Hgaments of the: ‘back. ~-He was very prostrate. I enjoined upon him absolute rest,
which I considered essential to his safety. The state’in which I found lum, left no
_ doubt in my mind that” he was suffering’ from .the effects of a ‘very serious fall.
There was almost a paralysis of the lower part of the body.

- The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persxsted therem,
- and hath sx«rned

) C.- FREMONT.

Sworn and signed before us, ' : T

“this sixtgenth day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON,
R. B. Jounson. |

—

Jo]m Gallagker, of the.City of ‘Qucbec, being duly sworn, doth depose and say :—
I have served about six moaths in the City Pohce I joined in May and was dis~
charged in' November, owing to_the reduction of the Force.

_ - I never received any order from™Mr.. Maguire, prohibiting the use of sticks. Mr. '
kRusseIl if I remember well, told us to use “them in casc of danger.

The foregoing deposxtxon hawng been read to ,the/ﬁeponent, he persxsted thereln,
and hath swned T

-

N JOHN GALLAGHER.

(The witness asks 2s. 6d.)

Sworn and signed before us, :
this sixteenth day of March, 1854
S. LeLevre, - . co ‘
W. L.-FevroN, . . | ¢+, | LT
R. B. JonNSpN. ST ' ‘ -

—

" Bernard Magirr, of the Qity of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depose and
say:—I joined the City Police in May, and was dlschalged in Novembex, when
the Force was reduced.’

- There was no general order, that I am aware of} given by the Supermtendent

1ot to use the Police sticks. I believe the Chief. Constable gave an 01der to the .
inen, only to use them. in case of neeessity. \

The Foregoing deposmon havmo' been reaq to the deponent, he perulsted therem, ‘
and hath slcrned ’

BERNARD MAGIRR
(The witness asks'2s.)

Swom and signed before us, . °
. " this sixtcenth d'ty of March, 1854.
S. LeLievre, | )
- 'W. L. Ferton, ) l {
. R. B. Jounson: e |
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Pzene Antoine Doucet, of the City of - Quebec, Esquire, Clerk of the Peace, bemd'
duly sworn, doth depose and say :—On the sixtk of June last I was, and stﬂl am,
“Clerk of the Peace..

I passed in front of Chalmers’ Church about eight o ’clock in the evening of that
~day. Up to that time I had no reason to, and did not anticipate, any dxsturbance.
+ I saw part of the Police there, and also some persons, but scarcely a crowd, in the
‘street. "I then thought there might be a disturbance.

The foreo-omo deposxtlon havmo' been read to the rleponent, he persxsted therein,

and hath sxo'ned )
P. A DOUCET.
. Signed and sworn before us,
S this sixteenth day of March, 1854.
'S. LELIEVRE, .
W. L. Ferron,
- R. B. Jonnson.

—_— . ’~ -~ - ‘\‘ ug

And it bemo‘ three of the clgck in the af'ternoon, the Commission adJourned un-
til to-morrow, at ten of the clock in the forenoon.

" . S LELIEVRE,

- _ W ‘L. FELTON,
. ‘ . R- B. JOHNSON

And on the seventeenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four, the Commxasxoners meet at the place appomted for the sﬂ:tmvs of the
said Commlssxon )

Present :—SmeoN Levmvee, Esquire, WiLriam LochR FELTON, Esqulre,
Ravpa BoTELER-JomnsoN, Esquire.

Jean Baptiste Bureau, of the City of Quebec, being duly sworn, doth depo=e and

" &8y :—Iam a memberof the Corporation of the City of Quebec, and one of the
members of the Police Committee of that body.. : -

Question.—Since you have beloncred to the Police Commlttee, haye you- thought )

- of the organization of a Police Force for the City of Quebec, whxch would give to
the Clty an efficient system in that respect?
. Answer.—1I have not thought of any new system of Pohce, for I beheve that the
existing one is sufficientl eﬁ'ectwe for-the present wants of the City, and I am of
opinion 1 that the Pohce orce should remsun as it is, under the contlol of the Cor-

poratlon
- Question. ——H’we you any sug estxon to make for mf'usmcr more vigour and ef-
ficiency-into that Force? .- <

Answer.—1 would suggest . that the C}uef Constable-of‘ Pohce should command |

the City Police only, and that his command over the River Police should be dis-
continued. I would add, that in case it should become neccessary for the, two Po-
lice Forces to act in concert, then the command of both of them might be o-xven to
the Chief Constable of, the City Police. '

The present deposmon being read-to the\deponent, he perszsted therem, and hath

signed, - . -

‘ . J. Brr., BUREAU.

Sworn and signed | before us, \ SV R

AN this seventeenth day of March, 1854.
S. Leuievee, - °
W. L. Ferrow, . - ’ oo
R. B. Jomyson. c ' .
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: B-udent Vailée, of the Citj; of Quebec, I;eing duly sworn, doth depose and say = — .
I am-one of the Members of the Corporation of the City of Quebec, and form'a
part of the-Police Committee, and have been so for more than a year. - i

- Question.—What is your opinion as to the present state of the Quebec Police as
to'its efficiency, and-what means would you suggest for infusing into that hody
- more vigour and efficiency ? i ’ '
Answer.—1 have hitherto considered the Police sufficiently efficient for the waits
of the City. Ever since I have been on the Police Committee, T have wished the
Chief Constable of Police to have the control of the City Poliée only. '

The present deposition having been read to the deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. T . ‘ K

PRUDENT VALLEE.

~

Sworn and signed before us, -
_ this seventeenth day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVEE, K :
'W. L. Feuron, - ‘
R. B. Jonnson. : : -

—

Edouard Glackemeyer, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Notary Public, having
been duly sworn, doth -depose and say :—I am a Member of the Corporation of
the City of Quebec, and I am Chairman of the Police Committee.

>~ Question.—What is your opinion of the;present state of the Quebec Police as to
its efficiency, and what means would you suggest for infusing into that body more
vigour and efficiency > - . v
_ Answer.—1I consider the material strength of the Police as sufficient, and effi-
cient for the wants of the City. In a moral point of view, it needs improvement;
and in the present state of things, I believe,the direction of it could, not be in
better hands than in those of the City Corporation. It appears to me that the
-present law has given to the, City Council sufficient power to enable them to man-
age the Police in a manner to meet the approbation of every body. .

The present déposition being read to the Deponent; he persisted therein, and hath

signed. . .
‘ _ . ED. GLACKEMEYER.
Sworn and signed before us, e .
—_— this seventeenth day of March, 1854.
S. LELIEVERE, ’ R
'W. L. FeLToN,
R..B. Jonnson.
©

~ -

©

—

. And it beixig three ‘of the o’clock in the afternoon, the Commission is adjourned

!

* until to-morrow, at the hour of ten of the clock in the forenoon. -~

. o " 8. LELIEVRE;-
IR : W. L. FELTON,
- . o R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the cighteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
the Comiissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the said
- Commiission. : - ' . - , .
Present :—SmeoN LELIEVRE, Esquire, WiLLiam Locker Fenton, Esquire
Rarrg BoreErer Jomnson, Esquire. . : *

- -



_to move without his orders. : (
- Question.—~Can you state any fact, matter, or thing, tending to imguﬁgn the con-
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William Bennings, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, being duly sworn; doth depose -
and say :—It is to my knowledge that there was a Riot in the City of Quebec
on the sixth of June last, at a certain building called Chalmers’ Church. The riot.
in quesion took place on the occassion of a lecture given by one Gavazzi. I at- -
tended the lecture -in question and reached the building before the lecture began.
I saw some Policemen round about the building. I went into the Church and re-
mained there until the riot was over. I should say that the riotlasted about half an
hour; and I should say that the riot had been going on for ten or fifieen minutes
before I saw any Policemen within the body of the ‘Church. 1 'did nof, upon the
occasion in question, see the Police do anything. - When they first came in, I saw
them standing in the aisle; after a short time they advanced opposite the pulpit; one
or two struck a blow-and they then ceased.. ‘

Question.—How was the Riot suppressed ? - P

. Anéwer.—After the Lecturer had been thrown out of the pulpit, it suppressed
itself. I saw Mr. Chief Constable Russell in the course of the evening, but I can-~
not say whereabouts. ) . ‘ o .

I saw Mr. Maguire, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police. T so saw him™
in the Church towards the end of the disturbance. At the monient I saw him, he
was standing on the south side of the pulpit, doing nothing. . -

.Question.—Can you state any fact, matter or thing, tending to impugn the con-
duct of John Maguire, Esquire, in his capacity of Inspector and Superintendent of
Pogce, liupon the oceasion of the Riot in question? if so, state the same fully and
in detail. .o ‘ - ' o

Ansier.—I have stated all what I have to state in relation to the matter.
The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, he persisted therein,

" and hath signed.

. o WM. BENNINGS. -
Sworn and signed before us, v
_this eighteenth day of March, 1854.
S. LELEVRE, ' S
W. L. Ferron, oL y
R. B. Jomnson. (5

Josepk Morrin, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Physician and Surgeon, being
duly sworn, doth depose and say :—It is‘to my knowledge thdt there was a Riot in
the City of Quebec, on the sixth of June last, at a certain building called Chal-
mers’ Church. The Riot in question took place on the occasion of a Lecture given
in that building by one Gavazzi. I was returning from the Cape on the occasion
in question, and, passing opposite Chalmers’ Church, I observed the crowd in the .
street ; I wentinto the Church ; the nine o’clock gun had just fired ; I had just gone -
in when I heard some one call out it is a lie ;”” almost immediately afterwards
there was a rush from the outside. Assisted by some three or four people I succeed-
ed in pushing back some of those who had made the rush from. outside. -

I saw a number of Policemen outside of the Church. I neither saw Mr. Ma-
guire, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police, nor Mr. Russell, the Chief Con-
stable of Police. When I got out of Church, I addressed myself to the Police,
asking them why they did not come up into the. Church to prevent people from
going in. - I was answered, that they had received instructions from Mr. Russell not

ducs of John Maguire, Esquire, in his capacity of Inspector and Superintendent

e z
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+ duly sworn, doth depose and say :—It is :
i the City of Quebec, on the sixth tine last, at a. certain-building called Chal-
estion took place on the occasion of 2 Lectnre given -~

IOQ~ ) o, . o :';
- N - ¥ /’

Sy

of Police, upon the 6c§asion of the Riot in question? ifso, state the same fully and
in.detail.' e e . . N
 Answer.—T was not=in-the Church ‘more than five minutes altogether, andas. I

"
t

have stated before, I did not see Mr. Maguire. - \ -

“The foregoing deposition having been read to the Deponent, hé persisted therein;:
and hath signed.. ’ ~ ] R e

APV

Sworn and “sig.rned— beforeus, . )
this eighteenth day of March, 1854.

. S. LELIEVEE, ST s

V. L. Feuron, - . c g oo

R. B. Jonaxson. -

John Wz‘?son, of the City of *Quebee, being duly sworn, doth dep(;sé and say :—
1t is to my knowledge that there was a Riot in the City of Quebec, on the 6th of

June last, at a certain building called Chalmers’ Church.. The Riot in-question .

took place upon the occasion of a Lecture given in that” building by one Gavazzi.
I attended the Lecture “in question and reached the Church at about eight o’clock,
and rémained-there until the Riot was over. - I should say the Riot in the Church .
continued for a space of fifteen or twenty minutes, and the Riot had continuéd for
about ten minutessiwhen 1 ‘saw the 'Police coming into the Church. ~ I saw Mr.
Maguire, the Inspector and Superintendent of Police, coming with them. He was
behind. -The Police went up:and .went in front of the pulpit. I then said to Mr.
Maguire. * ““ Why don’t the Poli¢é put-a stop to that destruction ?” Stones, at this
period;-were thrown through the windows, breaking the lamps. There was also
stones thrown inside of the Church on the pulpit. Mr. Maguire, upon this said,

‘*Men; do your duty !” but he scemed timid and afraid of the Riot. "Perhaps a -

the Church, asking the way oust of if,5" o {
Question.—Can you state any fact§ matter or thing, tending to impugn the con-

duct.of John Maguire, Esquire, in his capacity of Iuspector and Superiritendent

of " Police, upon the occasion of the riot in question ? if so, state the same fully and

quafter of an’ hour after, when the Riot'was over, I saw Mr. Maguire still within-

in detail. . )
" - Answer.—I cannot state any thing'to impugn-the conduct of Mr. Maguire, further
/than he acted as & person who had no authority over the Police, and-did not take
the command, inasmuch’ as tbe']?ﬁin

duty. - )

and hath signed> - . .
e T \ J. WILSON."
Sworn and signed before us, o . Co L
o this eighteenth day of March, 1854. '
S. Leuevreg, © : W
* W. L. Ferron, .+ . S v
R. B. Jonnson. . - ’

quir
nowledge.that there was.a riot in

; ‘James Douglas, of the City of Quebec, Es

imers’ Church. The riot in

-JOS. MORRIN. | |

ce paid no attention to his order to do-their

The foregoing dépositibg having been read to the deponent, he f)ersisted therein, ~

ysician and Surgeon, being
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in 'that building by one Gavazzi. T attended the Lecture in- question, and reached ~

the Church some:time after it commenced ; and I remained within the body.of the
building until the riot'was over. -The disturbance commenced a few minutes past
nine, and did not last many minutes:- . Shortly after the riot commenced, I saw
some Policemen standing in the aisle; near.the pew where I was sitting,

I did not see Mr. Russell, t_he Chief Constable of Police, pntil after theiz\ﬁ‘ot\wa\s“
over.- . . . S -

Shortly after nine o’clock, the disturbance.commenced. Several men, with sticks,
rushed to the pulpit, with the intention, in my opinion, of assaulting Gavazzi. Not
fearing any damage either to the Church or to ‘the audience, I rémained perfectly

- passive, until, from the violence of the assailants,” I dreaded a-fatal result o Ga-
vazzi. Seeing four Policemen standing 'in the aisle, I addressed them, saying,
¢ There will be a murder committed, if you do not interfere,” or words to that
effect. I urged them to go forward. They did not move; and at this‘time, seé-

-

ing Gavazzi fall, I ran to his assistance, expecting to find him on or at the-bottom
of the pulpit stairs, “He was not there ;"and hearing a-noise below, I went into the"
basement, -which was-quite-dark: _ I heard some one, who was lying on his face, on -

the ground, being beaten. - I could distinguish the difference between the blows ori
-~ the head and those oz the body. I subsequently ascertained that this was Paoli;
who was severely cut and bruised.- R - . -

" I'saw Mr. Maguite, the 1Inspeétbr and Superiﬁtenaent of Police. ‘I‘ﬁi'st'é;zw,

him after I had got a candle in the basement story of the Church. I saw himnear .

.

the man’ whdﬁl;a.’d been beaten, that is, Paoli, an attendant of Gavazzi’s: - ‘
""" 'While I had the candle in my hand in the basement, I saw Mr. Maguire, and' I

addressed him, saying: ¢“that is a ‘bad business,” or “a- shocking business,”? or
! td ' o .

words to that effect. . Mr. Maguire.said it was, and asked ‘whether the man was

much or fatally injured. I took the candle and we looked at the man togetlier. I

then separated from Mr.:Maguire and I saw no more of him.

/ .
> Que&tz‘on.—-'-C:\m.you‘ state any. fact, matter, or thing, tending to mégn the con- ..

duct-of John Maguire, Esquire, in his capacity of Inspector and Superintendent of

Police, upon the occasion, of the Riot in question? if so, state the same fully and -

in detail. ~ . <
Answer.—1 saw Mr. Maguire, enly in the basement ; and I have said all Thad to
say inrelation'to-him..© SN S e N

s

, Queétzbn.——-pid the Police pefforin their duty on the occasion of the sixth of -

June last %

Answer.—They did not do anything atall ; that is;, I did not see them intérferé, in.

any way. Theirnon-interference gave evident encoyragement to the Rioters,as it was
plain that-they had.nothing to fear from the Police.,” The row was a purely #eligious
row, and nothing else could have been expected from Policemen with their religious
belief, and. with ‘their local* feelings and associations.”” I do think,’that, had-mat

. ters been reversed, a body of Protestant Police would have acted similarly, urder
similar circumstances. "I do not know whether either Mr. Maguire or Mr. Russell

1/

either acted themselvés or gave. orders to the Police, as I saw neither of them un- -.

til the affair was over; but I am satisfied, from the temper and disposition of| the
Rioters, and from the particular circumstances which caused the riot, that neither
Ms. Maguire nor Mr. Russell would have been attended to. - These Policemen‘are
intimately connected with the Rioters, by religious feeliugs-and by sundry local as-
- sociations, which prevented them from doing their duty without fear or affection'; and

it is my.opinion that no Policeman should be employed in'a town where he has-any-

‘relations, friends, or connections. - L s

s ~ o ' ) L !
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Theforegomg deposn‘:xon havmo' beenrea.d to tbe deponent, he persxsted therem, -
and hath mgned A

A~ N . ~\
- e " ~

J DOUGLAS
Sworn and mgned before us, = - - , B
: ~ this eighteenth day of March 1854 IR B .
4~ S. LELIEVRE, ‘. - s v
W. L. Ferron, o B PR ‘

R. B ,Jon}wson.- .

A

Jolm Balzer of the City of - Quebec, Pohceman, being duly sworn, doth depose :
" and say :—1 belong to the Police Force of the City of Quebec, and haye belo; ‘
- toit for the last eleven years.- I have been a Constable in the Force for the t )
* two years. - - .
. During, and at the commencement of, last summer, I have heard Mr Magmre,.
the Inspector and-Superintendent. of Pohce, twice_give orders to ‘some of the
- Police not to use their sticks, adding.that if they would attempt to ralse thelr shcks
or smke, they would be the ﬁrst that he would commit. - - )

Exammed by John Mayuzre, 'Esqmre. BN

These observatxons were made by the Inspector and Superintendent of Polxce,;
while sitting on the Bench, holding the Court in the Police Office, and it was at
the commencement of the summer of 1853. , 1t wason the occasion of the trhl of
a case between a Policenian, and a “civilian ; ' the civilian stated that he had been
struck by the "Policeman. T

. "On the occasion, I recollect that ‘Constable. Courtney and Mr. Russell were pre— /
- sent and some others. I cannotgive the names of either the Policeman or the civil- -
ian." I cannot say that this was ‘communicated to the Police as a general order for
. their conduct, but 1 told Courtney and Constable Reynolds, to be cautious in'not
using their sticks. . If any g eneral order were- 1ssued 11; came'to the Pol{ce tbrough
’ Chxef Constable Russell. ‘ ¢ ~

~ ' Examined by Chief Constable Russell ’TV'/:‘

The reason that I warned Courtney and Reynolds to be cautious in using, tben'
. sticks, was that I understood the expressions of Mr. Magmre tobe,’ that the first man
- who would raise his stick or stnke, would be committed.

- The foregoing deposxtxon hawng been read to the deponént, 1ae persxsted therem,
‘ and hath sxgned. ‘ L

7 N S | OHN BAKER. .
' Szbned and sworn before us, ] - T )
’ . this exahteenth day, of March, 1854. . /-

N % '
‘a\SLELmvnE,,;_ \ - R
"W. L. FerTon, L A
R. B Jom:sou. R e

N

) James C’ourtney, of the C1ty of. Quebec, Poh(?ema.n, bemg duly sworn, doth de-
pose and ‘say:—1 was present at the Police Office at the” “commencement of last
summer, when Mr. Maguiresaid that he would punish any Policeman who would use -
his stick; from' the expressions used by Mr. Maguire, I understood that we were
not to use our-sticks on any occasion, except in defence of our own lives; I under-
stood from Mr Mafrmre ) expressxons, that we were not to use our stxcks even on

o, -

- . 7
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occasmnsfhke thatof the sixth: of June. last, without express ozders, and I was'so -
strongly -impressed of the terms of this order, that'I told Sergea.ht Reynolds thaf.
he must be very cautxous in the use’of his stick:

-Examined by Jokn Magazre, Esq_uu'e

I communicated thls order to Reynolds the next day or the next hme I met lnm
. I'think this-must have been before the first of May last.

T am one of the Detectives, as well as the Tast W}tness, John Baker. . I am ot
aware that any general ‘order was. conveyéd to the Police, throuchMr Magmre,
in consequence of the expressions used by Mr. Maguire. ° ;

"The foregoing depos:tmn havmo abeen read to the Deponent, he pprststea therem,
“and hath s1=,ned »

CLa A . "JAMES COURINEY. -
“Sworn amI smned before us, ~ . S
x tlns exrrhteenth day of March 1854 ) : .
‘e ;’ . L. FeLTon; . ) o
» R. B J OHNSON

" Fdward Reynolds of the City of Quebec, l’ohceman, being ' duly swom, doth
depose and say:—I know Mr.” Angus' McDonald. In February, one thousand
t hundred and ﬁfty-three, ke complamed to me that the Police .did not do their
uty, and did‘not use theirsticks upon the occasion- of the Municipal’ Flections. °
I said to him: ¢ You are a Magistrate; why did you not give us orders to useour -
¢ sticks 2 - I had never reccived any order not to use” our stlcks nor (hd I un-
derstand that"there was such.an order. .

* I never-_told Mr. McDonald, that™ we were powerle%s, because the Polxce Ma-
gistrate. threatened to dnscha.ro'e any of us that would use our stic " )

. The forecromo deposmon hawng been read to the Deponent, he perszsted the.rexm :
and hath sxgne S

i

4

.+ 7" EDWARD RE NOLDS.
: ngned an&sworn before us, - L
‘ . this ewhteenth day of March 1854 ’ T
“ S. LELIEVRE, .- . # T . X ST e
. 'W. L. Feuron, - . ) e .
> R. B. Jomnsow. - - . o | R
e o ) T 7 : :

" And it bemo three of the clock in t'he aftemoon, the Commission iy adjourned
until Monday the twentieth day of March mstant at the hour of ten of the clock
in the forenbon. —_ . , , o

) S.LELIEVRE
L o 5 W. L. FELTON, -
o e P -~ . R.B. JOHNSON

~_ "And'on the twentleth day of March, in the year one thousand elgbt hundred and ’
i(i:fty-four, the Comrmssxoners meet at the place appomted for the sittings of the said
14, Commission. -

Present —S1MEON LELIEVRE, Esq}m:e, Wmmn Locxnn KELTON, anmre,
/' Rawrm BoTELER JOHNSON, Esqun‘e.

14

a7
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Jolm Campbell of the Cxty of Quebec, bcmg duly sworn, dotb depose and say :—

Tt is to.my knowledge that there was'a riot in the City of Quebec, on the sixth of:.

June last, at a certain-building -called- Chalmers’ Church.: The .riot in question.

I attended the Lecture in - question, . and. reached the Church before the Lecture

. began. ~ I'saw no Policemen round about the building. I went into the- Church,
- and remained there until the riot was over, -Lshould say that the riot lasted about

half an hour, or twenty minutes; and I should also say, that the.riot had been-
going on for five or six minutes before I saw any Policemen within the body of the
Church. I presume that the intention of the Police was to put down the Tiot ;

but T cannot.say that they did any thing tending to put it, down. R >

' Question.—How was the Riot suppressed ?

Answer.—1 think the Riot was not suppressed ; but after the Rmters had obtam-
ed their purpose, and probably anticipating the amval of the troops, they went
away. .

Question. —Can you-state. any’ matter, fact, or thing, tendmg to impugn the
conduct of John Maguire, Esquire, in his capacity of Inspector and Superinten-

gentﬂof Police, upon the occasion m question ? and if so, state the same fully and in
etai

Answer.—All that T can say respecting” Mr. M4guire is, that I saw him wa]kmcr

into the Church, proceed as far as the pulpit, wamno' a few moments, lookmo .

about, and then réturned in the dn'ectlon of the door after whlcb I lost sxght of
Mr. Maguire.- . .

- Question.—Were you exammed before the Grand Jury ? and state what evidence

vvon there. gave in relation to the conduct of Jd ohn Maguire, Esqulre, other’ than

Sworn and sxo'ned before us,

'that you have given here.. -. | . .
Answer.—I was examined befofe the Grand J ury, and the substanice of my evi- .

dence was, that I was under the impression that the Police were not as prompt in

the accomplishment of their .duty on that occasion as I thought they might have -

been; I am not aware. having impugned the conduct of Ji ohn Mavmre, Esqmre,

" _ when examined before the Grand Ji ury. -

The foregoing deposition Imvmv been read to the Deponent, he persisted therem,
and’ hath m(rned .

JNO. CAMPBELL. "

“this twentieth day of March 1854.~
S. LELIEVRE,
.« W. L. FexTox,
" R. B JOHNsON.

Wi Ilzam Brown, of the City of Quebec, Polxceman, havmg been duly sworn, doth
depose and say :—I am a Constable in the Police of the City  of Quebec, and I
have served in that Force between thirieen and fourteen years.

I have heard some conversation among the other Constables to the effect that the

Policemen were not to se their datons, but I never. received such order in an' offi- -

cial shape. I should, if attacked, ha.ve used my stick in my own defence, notwith-
sta.ndmv' such gonversation.

1 was'-examined before the Grand Jury, in relation to the Riot at "Chalmers’ .

Church. The -amount of my evidence, as relates to John Maguire, Esquire, was,

that I had seen him in‘the Church but only after Gavazzx had been thrown out of

‘.

the pulpit. . - .

_took place -upon the occasion of a Lecture given in that building by one Gavazzi. - -
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. .- Question.—Can you state any fa¢t, matter, or thing, tending to impugn thi} con-
duc!: of John Mziguire,-Esquire, in his capacity of Inspeetor and Superintendent of
Police, upon the occasion in question 2 if so, state the same fully and in detail. - -
Answer.—I have nothing to say that could impugn the conduct of John Magtire,
. Esquire, in any way. - T, LT N
' - Examined by Jokn Maguire, Esquire. ) ) L
Edward Reynolds, a ‘Constable of Police, joined the Force some two or three
years after me. - Reynolds and I are-both Sergeahts, and each at the head of a di-
vision. “If such an order had been given; we would have-heard it. * . ~
. ‘The foregoing deposition having been read'to the Deponent, he persisted therein,
and hath signed. Tl g - .

“

B «

T S WILLIAM BROWN.: "
Sworn and signed before us, ’ coEEe N I S
- -7 “this twentieth day of March, 1854. ’
.+ 8. LELIEVRE, - ‘ ; .
~ W. L. Feuron, T NI . ‘ s
: R. B. Jomnsow: = . .’ - LT

PN

i - — -

Charles Alleyn, of the City of Quebec, Esquire, Mayor, being duly sworn, doth
depose and say i— . R . N
Question~—What is your opinion in relation to the present state of the Police of
‘Quebec, and its efficiency, and what:means would you suggest to give more gffi~-
ciency to that body? - .- . CoL L T s
Answer.—1 believe the present Police Force, generally speaking, to be at efficient
body, as at present constituted. The modifications which I consider necessary to-
improve it, are'more matters of internal -arrangements than a subject of -legislative
.enactment. It should be one of the chief objects of: those having control gver the . -
Police, to obtain for that body a moral inflience. In my opinion, the Chief Con-'
stable'should have the selection of the men, subject merely to the general supervi- -
. sion 5fthe Police Committee of the Corporation; in which case, he.would be mere
responsible for their selection and efficiency than at present. ‘I conceive that, there.
should be rewards for their good conduct, at the same time no misconduct should
ever be passed over; and they should be given tounderstand that they.are the pro- -
 tectors of the citizens from their own weaknesses, and should, therefore, use gvery
possible degree of forbearance; but*when necessary, should act with -promptitude -
and resolution. X am of opinion that the Police-Magistrate should have no control’
over the Force, but that the control should be vested in the citizens who pay‘them:
- First, on the genéral principle that those who pay ought to-direct;.and secondly;
- because misconduct in that force would be speedier and more efféctnally punished.
Understanding. the question to be general with regard to suggestions of any im-.
- provementsin the administration of criminal matters connected with the Police, I
am of opinion that the Police Magistrate should hold his"commission” during good
behaviour, so as to be removed from suspicion ‘of all external influences, and that
the salary attached to the office chould be liberal =~ . | R
. While I would not- grant to this office any direct power over the Policeasa
" matter of right (to guard against the possibility of any leaning in their favour .
when complained against, or when their conduct come béfore him, as it must doin . -
the daily routine of the business), the Police Committee ought; of course, to instruct
that body to attend to his suggestions. . L A —
. T object to the control of the Force being taken out of the Corporation and
“vested in the Government, or an individual; because-the investigation or comn-

’

~



- ) ts would be slow ; in the first mstance, if phcahon were necessaty to the .
Government, and ‘as party influence might be brought to bear ; and in the-second, ..
where on person, vlrho would. be appomted by the Gayvernment, had the control,

ight arise -in which the public would not have confidence in his deci~

orporation_ now are directly responsible to the. citizens, and if they
commit-injustiee, public ¢ opinion will, or at least ought-to, be, brought to bear upon;
them and at th annual electlons the evxl would omdnally@ e 1tself' ;

“ The foregomo‘
. and hath sxgned

o

1gned ‘and sworn before us,
. this tweﬁtxeth chy “of March 1854, ,
" S. Lm.mvnz, : T -
-W. L. Fevron, AU :
R. B. J OHNSON:
leomas McLean, of the fo.y of Quebec, being duly sworn, ‘doth depose and .
- say :—It is to'my knwledge that there was a Riot in the City of Quebec, at Chal-
mers’ Church, upon the occasion of a Lecture. given by one Gavazzi. , I dttended .
the Lecture in question, and reached the Church “before the Lectare commenced.
I saw no Policemen round about the building. I went into the Church and re-
mairied there until® the' Riot' was.over. I should say that the Riot lastedabout
fifteen' to-twenty minutes, and the Police ‘¢ame in almost immediately after the
Riot commenced. “The Police did nothing to pat down the Riot. They stood 1d1e”
near, the altar. - There were from six to eight of them.

Quesium.——How was the Riot suppressed ?

NE Answer.—The Rmt died away, when they found they could not obtain thelr ob-
]eet, to seize Gavazzi,

Questiop.~-Can you state anythm matter, or-fact, tending to xmpucn the con-
“duct of ‘Johu Maguire Esqmre, in hls capacity of Inspector of Police? if so state’
the s same fully and in detail. -

Answer.——When the. Bget was near about termmated I saw Mr. Mao'uu'e stand~
ing ‘in the front pew opposité the pulpit. I was .not aware he was M. ‘Maguire. .
I took him for Mr. Futvoye, but ]P
.- whom I understood had the Police under’ hls control. . I asked Mr. Maomre if be
was not going. to use his influence as 2 Magistrate, to which he made no reply.

Queslwn.—aWere you examined before the Grand Jury ? and state what evidénce
you there_gave.in relation to the conduct of John Maguire, Esquu'e, other than
.what you have given here. '

Answer.——-I gave no. evidence before the Grand Jury id relaition to Mr]ﬁfagmre ’

. The foregoing deposmon ha.vma been read to the Deponent, he persxsted therem,
- and hath s:crned

THOMAS McLEAN
Swom and signed before us,

" “this twentieth d'zy of March 1854 :, -7 . f
'S. LEuevRE, ;- .. _ ’ '
- 'W. L. Fevron,"

R.B JOHNSON o7

found, on.inquiry, that it was Mr. Mavuxre, o
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™ 'And it being three of the clock, the Commxsszon iz adjourned untxl to-morrow,
at ten of the clock in’ the fo:enoon

. L. ' S. LELIEVRE,
Ll T -~ . “W.L. FELTON,
- - ‘ Do U RB JOHNSON.

And on tbe twenty—ﬁrst day of March in- the year one- thousand elaht hundred .

and fifty-four, the Commlssxoners meet at the place appomted for. the s1ttmo's of the._

-said Commission, '

- Present :~—SmEoN LELvee, Esquire, WILLIAM Loczmn FELTON, Esqmre,
- Ravpe BotELER Jomison, Esquire. =

John R. Healey, of -the City of Quebec, a.llroad Clerk and Broker, bemg duly :

sworn, doth -depose and say:—It is'to my knowledge that there: was 2 riot in the,
- City -of- Quebec, at. Chalmers’ Church, on the sixth of June last, upon the

occasion of 3 Lecture given by one GavaZZL I went there about-eight o’clock, and

> remained until the not was over. It commenced "about nine, and lasted dunnO‘ '

from half- an hour.to three quarters of -an hour. I saw-the Police come into the
‘Church when the’riot was nearly over. . They did -nothing. . I saw. Mr. William
Cole struck. He requested a Pohceman to .arrest the person; wlnch the Pohce-
man did not-do.
Qaestzon.—-How was the riot suppressed?
~ Answer.—It was not suppressed at all 'l‘he rmters bemn' satlsﬁed that they got
the worst of the'affair.

" Question.—Can you state any fact, matter or thmn' tendmrr to 1mpuorn the con-

duct of John Maguire, Esquire, "in his capacity of Inspector and Supermtendent )

of Police, on the occasion in question? if so, state the same fully and in detail.
- Answer ~—I saw Mr. Maguire there. He asked me where Father Gavazzi was,

I told him he was down stairs, in‘the basement story of the Church. I saw Mr.'
Maguire go towards the stair-case, which leads to the basement; but cannot'say

whether he went down or not. I saw no more of Mr. Maguire that evening.’

- Question.—Were you examined before the Grand Jury and did you give any - -

a.ddmonal testimony than the above touching the conduct of J ohn Maomre, Es-
quire?

-

Answer.—I was exammed before ‘the Grand Jury; and so faras T beheve, I do )

not think there was any question put to me in reference.to Mr. Maguire. -

- The’ foreoomc deposition having been read to the Deponent, he pers:sted therem,
.-and. hath swned ]

: J OHN R. HEALEY
. Sworn and signed before us, '
. , thls twenty-first day of M'trch 1854,
S. LELIEVRE, Yo . .
W. L. FerTon,
- R. '‘B. Jomfson. )

- And it bemo- three of the clock in the aftemoon, the Commlssxon is adJourned
untxl to-morrow, at the hour of ten of the clocL m the forenoon,

S S. LELIEVRE

T WL FELTON"
R. B. JOHNSON ‘
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- until to-morrow at the hour of ten in the forenoon.
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And on the twenty-second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
four, the Commissioners meet at the place appointed .for the sittings of the said

. Commission.

. _ Present :—Smeon LELIevRe, Esquire, Wrrriax Locksr Ferron, Esquire,
Racer Boterer Jomxson, Esquire.

.- The.Commissioners having finished the-.examination of the witnesses respecting’
. the subjects siibmitted to them, here close-thg"Inquiry into the éonduct of the Po- .

lie;on the occasion of the-sixth'of June last, and now proceed to consider the evi-

. dence and prepare the Report.’

. ) . N TPE :". v' ‘-.’\/: '\v°
And it being three-of the "clock in the afternoon; the_Commission is adjourned

: until_to-morrow, at the homj of ten in the forenoon.

.
- e
. Ve .

R 8.
= 7 W.L. FELTON,
" 'And on the ‘twe‘nty-t-hird day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

four, the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the. sittings of the said
" Commission. - T . g

. Present.—Snigon Lerievee, Esquire, WitLiax Locker Frrrow, Esquire, and
Rarer BoreLer Jomnson, Esquire. -

The Commission continue employed in, considering the evidence and making

13

~ ‘up the Report. ' | . . A iy

e

LELIEVRE, - .- .

.. .RB.JOHNSON. . |

«

‘And it being three of the clock in the afternoon, the Commission ‘is aajpﬁmed '

P . s.LELIEVRE. -
4 . W.L. FELTON,
T : - R. B. JOHNSON.

. " And on the twenty-fourth day of March, in the yearone thousand eight hundred
.and fifty-four, the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of the
said Commission. D . . .

" -Present.—SmEoN -Lenievee, Esquire, WiLLiax Locker Ferron, Esquire,
and Ravrpa. BoTELER JoENsON, Esguire. .

The Comissioners continue employed in considering the evidence and making

up the Report. )

And it being three of the clock in the afternoon, the Co/mmiséion is adjourned
until to-morrow at the hour of ten of the clock in the forenodn. .

-S. LELIEVRE,
W. L. FELTON, -
R. B. JOHNSON.

And on the twenty-fifth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four, the Commissioners meet at the place appointed for the sittings of
the said Commission. ’ .

Present :—Smeoy LeLievee, Esquire, Wittian Locker Ferron, Esquire,
and Rarra BoTeLER JonnsoN, Esquire. -~

L
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E The Cbn{missioﬂers.,cbhtiﬁﬁéd e ~~p—l‘oyed in 'coné’ie}priﬁgfthe’e‘ﬁdeﬁéé;—aﬁ making .
up their Report.- - N LT Coe T
-, "And it being three of the clock, the. Commission is adjourned . until Monday, at-

the hour-of ten of the clock in the forenoon:. .~ .7 N
RO ' ' ; W. L. FELTON, .
) . R. B. JOHNSON.

. And on Monday, the twenty-seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four, the Commissioners meet at the place” appointed for the sittings of
.the said Commission. . T
- “Present :—Smzox Lrtevre, Esquire, Witiiam Locker Ferrow, . Esquire,
- and Raver BoreLer Jomnso, Esquite. =~ " T o
~_ The Coramissioners having completed their Report, now transmit the same with
the evidence and accompanying documents, to the Honorable the Secretary of the
Province. : : ‘ :
And the duty of the Commission being concluded, do now end their Sessions,
without further adjournment. .+ .- B

. .. 8 LELIEVRE, -
. W L FELTORN,. . -
- < IR B JOHNSON.

* Dated at Qﬁébéc,*j;his évieﬁty—sevetithﬁay of March, one thousand eight hundred
- and fifty-four. .0 . . .

N
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APPENDIX

T procecdings of Quebec Police Commission, containing Documents furnished
by Public Departments and produced by Witnesses, in rclatmn to snb]ects
connected with the Pohcc of Lower Canada.

No; 1.

o Snerirr’s OFFICE, QUEBEC, 9th I‘ebruary, 1854.

Gentlemen,—In compliance with my promise this morning, I have examined my,

* books, and find that I have paid to Special Constables, durmO‘ the year 1853, .
. £1"9 13s. 9d., of which £19 7s. 6d. was paid for the Guard and for attendance '
upon Juries detamed and the balance for attendance on the Courts of Queens

Bench and Quarter Sessmns

The pay of the Gaol Guard for the year 1853, at 5s.a day to: two Sergeants
~ cach, and 3s. 6d..a day to the men, ‘ten in-number, amounts.to £821 55 H besxdes ’
whlch I have paid £71 18s. for the following articles of clothing, to wif :—

: 2 s |4

19 paxrszterMittens .......... Geesseraenas eiepennoanns [P [ 0; .0
Ornaments for Caps and €0oats +..oveieniiiiiniiiieitunreiiionienionceas 1 +16} 0
2 Storm Coats for Sentries v.vvvviiiiiiiiniiiiennannas teeees esersanss . 51 0] 0
“12 pairs Summer Boofs.......coiiannn . ; 9 {.o1"0
12 pairs Summer Trowsers .. : ’ g 18 J10f o
12 Cloth Caps and Covers.. . ceer e . 6 0] O
12 pairs Winter Trowsers ,..... 14 81 0
12 pairs'Winter Boots ..... s eteeeatatenenracatananearataneataartasns 12 0f ©
.6 Pea Jackets formight ... .civiieiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimanien. 4 110; 0
12 pmrszterMitts ............... Pesedesesronscnanns Seeeserees ‘,..A.—.T‘ 2° 114 O
0

s gl m s

MaLm together, £893 3s., the: totb,l expense to the Government for the Gaol
‘Gruard, for the year 1853,

I send a Copy of the Gaol Guard Regulations, approved by Government

I have the honor to-be, Gentlemen, .
, Your obedient Servant, - ‘
' " - 7 Wx S SEWELL.
To the Commlssxoners ! ,
for i mqumn« mto the state of the Pohce, &c

4
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No. 2.
RIVER POLICE, 1853.
- N [
e = ——
R EXPENDITURE. £ | sfd
April .i...... PAya . ..o = evneieeenennerneenenncenesnsnsrnesnerenens sl ol o,
May.......... Paylist c..oocvverenennnns . eeseercreraioncnannans Ll c216 L 14 6
do ........ .. .|Contingent Accounts ........cceeveeuerenn cesecerecsans el 13} 18 0
June ‘guhist I A fPana.f ....... } 2184 B} 0 °
. ppemenim'y aylist.—Increase of Pay for May, of 1s. per .
. > day, each Constable and Sub-constsble ... ...... 2] 4| o0
June ........JContingent Accounts ........ O 161 41 4
July.......... Paylistaeoeenecareennnnaans tisesteneetisnnsnesians ceeed] 2251101 6
G (P Contmgent Accounts ....... Teesesnsencntrserennianeenene 9] 07 3
August ....:fPaglist.ci.eiieieriiiiaseiioaneanas Ceereesesnncareenne Jl 2261101 6
do ...... ContmgentAwounts ceesecasasenaaas teensccnsass renimooe 2112 8 °
. September ... PaFlSt. ..isieiiiniiiiiiiariiiiiiiisiieiee i nneaas 208 5( 0
October ...... Paylist, mclud.mg ‘2 Detective Pohce for Smppmg Masters
o e Officé v.vvvvrraneennnenitn. eesereesacanais 237.1 10 6.
do ...... Contmgent Accounts ....... ceerencesaen etacesssessnasene ©183.110{ 6
November ....[Paylist.....ccevenunns 1931 5| 0
do ceen Contmgent Accounts . 42118 1
December ....[Paylist.....%........ . cend 73810
/ © gl | B
o ‘ ‘R. H. RUSSELL, .
_ o i - .- Chief Constable of Police, at Quebec.
No. 3.
>

PORT or QUEBEC i

STATEMENT of WATER Poucm Dury levied at this Port, in virtue of an Act passed )
in the 14 & 15 Vic., cap. 26, for the year ended 5th J. amlary, 1854.

581,510 Tons, at 4d...eceuneenniiniiiiiiiiiinnnnens censvans vecaneanes eere £1,817 ds. 5d.

J. W. DUNSCOMB.
‘Cusron” Housg, - L
Quebec, 9t 9th February, 1854.
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. No.4

StaTEMENT of Warrants issued Jdﬁﬁg the year 1853, by the Inspector and nger‘-

intendent of .Police and other Magistrates, the service whereof was payable

by individuals.

9. "« Broughtup............ 170
13 {[August eeeviranonnn cheverenraeens 58
18 [iSeptember........ 46
19 HOctober .... 35 .
17 |{November . 29
83 hDecember .......... 22
. 61 -
Carriedup ...... PO I & {1 Total............| 360
. "GREEN & DOUCET,. C.7.

No. 5.

w
a

A StaTeMENT of the number of Men composing the Police “Force of the (-Jity‘ of

Montreal, and of the expenses of ~paying and maintﬁning the same for

the year 1853.

; i L |sladall £|s|d
1 Chief of Police, £200 0 "0 perannum.............. 20 0 0
2 Sub-Chiefs, 100 0 OQeach ..oovvvvennennnnn. 2004 01 0
4 Sergeants, .15 0 Oeach .iioiiiiiiinnan.s 300f 00
100 Sub-Constables 3 9 perdiem .............. 6843 | 157-.0
) 7543 1156 | ©
' CLOTHING. .
1 Winter Coat to last two years, 38s. 9d.......c.cuvunen. 195 | 15 | O+
1 Summer do do do, 42s. 6d......... ceeeens] 2021101 O
1 Hat do do  do, 20s. Od......... cessena) 1051 04 O
I Fur Cap do do do; s 6d............ o8t ot o
1 Stock do do do, * 1s.8d.......... 6| 5| 0
IStaf do' do do, 15 3de......... Jioel s} 0 -
‘1 Pair Trowsers  do one year, 178. 0d......ccvuuea.t 8] 03 0- -
1 Pair Boots ~—~.do - do, 20s. 0d...... Ceeereenas 100 0.0
1 Pair Cobourg Boots _ do, "'7s. 6d...... aeereseees 3T} 0} 0O
1 Pair Mitts do do, do, 1s 8d........ ceesnans 8] 61 8
Rent and Assessment of Station.....vvcvvaiencenen. cevene 50! 0 ©
Gas Light at both Stations......... eveennenans ceeeeee. . 40| O} O
60 Cords of Wood, 205 +.evvvneennennnensneasennnennns ~60| 0] 0
Support of House. . cevaeeen.. Cteteeesattacanaeareneean 40 o] o0
Burying dead Animals........eevenn.. ceverrrsenas eeeendd| 251 07 O
Contingencies .....covvoniveerncsen beveesseans eesesendf 1255001 O . -
: o , . 1123 | 1 8
: N £18666 |16 | 8

<

= C. O. ERMATINGER,

Chief of Police. |



STATEMENT of the Number of Men employed, their Pay, and Expenses incurred

" No. 6.

ONTREAL WATER POLICE FORCL

. durmﬂ' “the Season of 1853.

No. of -
Men. ’
(1 1 Chlef Constable, 31 days, at 10s. per day coevennnn.
1 iConstable, 30 days, at 53, 6d. .....cocavuerunanlne
1 do, 19 days, at 8s, 6d., and 11 days, at 4. 6d
May, 1868 ..{| 14 Sub-Gonsmbles 80 days each, at3s. 6d..
"o 1 Sub-Constable, 2 days, at 3s. 6de..cunenss
«+...|Clothing and. other Contingent Expenses, as per
Lis Vouchers forwarded to Secretary of Harbour
) ‘COMIMISSIONETS & esveveranerserorannaenns
(| 1 |Chief Constable, 30 days, at 10s. perday ..........
1 Sub-Conswble, 30 days, at 58 6d.....onerneinns
1 - 20 days, at4s. 6d., and 10 days, at 5s.
10 Sub-Constables, 20 days, at 8s. 6d. each and-10 days,
7 N
'l 6 Sub-Constables, 1@6 days, at 8s. 6d. each, and 10 days,
E L TRy
June? 1853 .41 o Sub-Consmbles, "3 days, at 35, 6d. each, and 10 days,
’ At 48 i it ieneien cothanaanosnans
1 do, ‘10days, atds....... O P
"% do, _ 9days, at4s...ieiiiiieniiiinan .o
- 1 do, . 8days, atdsi.iiiiiteiianeaiaans
- 1 do, - 1day,atd8. we.ireseecrieesen.
: & P Contmgent Account, as per Vouchers forwarded to the
Secretary of Harbour Commissioners ...... .
({ 1 [Chief Constable, 31 days, at 10s. per day ..+.... .
‘ 1 |Constable, 31 da,ys, atbs. 6d. ....ienann eeeiaes
July, 1858...4| 1 |[Constable, 31 days,at8s............... eeaeennens
0 11. 16 |Sub-Constables, 3% days, ab4s. each . «.v........
) +++.../Contingent Expenses, ‘reluding three months’ Rent
for the Petice sintam., ooovevnee. P
(| 1 {Chief Constable, 81 days, at 10s. perday ........ oAb
1 |Sub-Constable, 31 days, at os. Gd. creresnasase
1- do, 31 days, .Ltos..............,.;....
- 10 ’ do 31 dd.‘:, at 4s. cach..... P eens
. 1 go, . QG?ays,a:is cerseierrasieeay
1 o, 23 days, atds. ... 4. ..., eeeaaee .-
August,.1853. 1. e do, 20days,at45........:........,...
1 .do, ' 16 days,at4s.. cereseeieeend]
‘ 1 do, 10 days, at 4s. . Ceseenns ven
-1 . do, 9 days, at 4s. ... Ceresaeen-
3 do, 5 days,-at 4s. cn..oe.enn. fieveenas
P Contmgent ACCOUNE +vvurerennnnersnnnanns cedene
(1 1 |[Chief Constable, 30 days, at 10s. per day ..........
1 |Constable, 30 days, at 5s. 6d. ....... esesasenens .
1 de% %gdays,;;ﬁs. h.‘.
) 11 .|Sub-Constables, 30 days, at 4s. each ..............
Sg.ptember, 18581 8 - do, . 28 days, at4s. each ......... Seues
. 2 do, 29 days, at4s. each ........cnole
1 do, 8days, at 28, i.eeennnns veeseve
Ljeoens .{Contingent Account .........c.vveeeeatieoreseenns

“, 1

2 |sjd
1 {10 O
8 51 0
5 116[-0
73 {10 0
0. 710
69 | 9 3
15 0o 0
8 | 5] 0
T o ©0
55 o @
~16 [16] ©
5 ry o
2 0; O
3 |12} @
1 1127 0
0 41 0
3 (134 O
15 110t O
8 (10| 6
7T |16} 0
-99 41 0
13 1191 3
15 |10] o
8 (10(.6
7T 11] 0
68 41 0,
5 41 0.
4 |12 0O -
8 (0} O
) 41 0
2 0i-0
1116} 0
3 0} O
5 [14] 3
15 |0 O
81 565(-0
7 110( O
66 0 0
<16 13i6] O
11 (121 0
.1 l13] o0
6 |19] 2

7Y

—~
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No. of -
Men. - . £ 1s]d
(11 . Chxef Constable, 31 days, at 10s. perday ..... 151101 0
1 |Constable, 81 days, at5s. 6d. ..vvveeevatvnneannns 8'110] 6
o1 do, 81days atbs........ tesesceseneen 7115 O
‘ 14 Sub-GonstabIes, 81 days, at4s. ..........00 creene 86 ;16| O
October, 1853.. | 1 do, 80 days, at 4s. ....2............. 6| 01 O
, - <1 do, " 20 days, atds. ,....... desreneens 41 01 0
1 do,- -8 days, ati:/ .......... ceaeees 1:{121 0
-1 do, - ddays, 8t 48] coiieiiriioiansls 016 ©
| N Connngent Account, including three months’ Rent for .
- Station House.. o<t vecereerveneasanss el 17|15} 4
1 - |Chief Constable, 30 days, at 10s. per day cee 15| of ©
Jd 1 Consmble, 30 days, 4t 5s. 6d. per day <...... Weees 8y 6] 0
1 do, - 80days, 8t 58...iiensieniieniinnnnnns 7110} 0
November, 18535 | 14 Sub-Consﬁable& 30 days, at 4s. each e ee areeeines . 841 0| O
’ 1 do, 98 ARYS, 45, Ve rerneeieannoansnnn . 4112| 0
1 do,”  18day8 S ...eerurennnnnn cveens s{12} o
1 P Contingent Account ovvevveveenestaons teessenee 71 51 1
(| 1 [Chief Constable, 31 days, at 10s. per day cersesaans 15.110( 0 .
1, Cougw.ble, 8:11 giys, LT 1 §[ 10| 6
1/ o, 81 days, 8t BS.cveeieiaciinciaienaas .. 151 0
December, 18534 12" (Sub-Constables, 31 days, a4 45. ol maps) oo
1 do, 18 days, ‘A48, ceuqerrcasianannns 8|112] O
(oeeees Contmgent Account .......... 8|18] 5
January. 18547, $ve-e e Six months’ Rent for Station House...vveeeeennsso- 207 0} 0
uary, —7** {{+~+++{To the Chief Constable, for services to be performed '
) /’ ‘ in the Harbour, from -13th Jénuary to the 30th)| BR
p April, 1854, at 35, 60 DX 08 vaneunnnn.. ~ 18| 4f o
+ o7 do ..l...... To Light and Fuel for the. Station House, from 18th . )
P . Ja.nuary to 30th Apnl, 1854, 0isieennnnans 10 _0
: ‘ - £11143 |14 9
From the 1st to the 12th of January, 1854 ........ 4719 0
Ll| 1188 {13 | 9

|

The'strength of the Force, during the past’ Seaso did not, at any time, exceed the following
nuber, viz:—1 Chief C’onsbable, 2 Constables, 16 Sub-Constables.

MONTREAL, February, 1854

c

_ W. ERMATINGER,

- o : . Inspr. & Supt. of Police.

1
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. No. 7.
- - SmeriFr's OFFICE, )

. B < MonTrEAL, 11th February, 1854, -
Gentlemen,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the -

eighth instant, requesting that I would provide you with a statement of the number
of men employed in, and the expense of the Gaol Guard for the Montreal, Gaol.

In compliance with your request, 1 have the honor to inform youn, that under ans
authority of his Excellency the Governor General, as communicated to me in the -
letter of the Honorable James Leslie, then Secretary, bearing date at Toronto the
5th August, 1851, the Gaol Guard consists of ten men, receiving a pay of five
shillings each daily. ) -

I'maybe permitted to observe that inthe preceding month,alengthy correspondence
took place on the subject of the strength of the Guard required for the safe-keeping
of'the Graol ; the matter, Ibelieve, was submitted to be reported upon by the Honorable
Mr. Killaly, and the result was the command of His Excellency to employ the said
number of ten men for the safe-keeping of the Gaol. I may add, that the limited
number of the Guard is such, that the most arduous duty is required of them; three
of the number are constantly under arms night and day, relieving each other every

" two hours, and in this way each man has one-third of his time employed in the

actual position of a sentry. For informatiomas regards the necessity of maintain-
ing the present Force, I would beg leave to refer you to my letter enclosing the
report of Mr. McGinn, dated 29th July, 1851, and addressed to the Secretary,
and to the report of Mr. McGinn, in question. Since the passing of the Provincial

- Act 14 & 15 Vic. cap.. 129, a part of the expense of the Gaol Guard, to the extent

of six hundred pounds, has been imposed apon the Corporation of this City.

T have the honor to be,. Gentlemen, ) -
“Your obedient Servant,

- ' JNO. BOSTON,
o : \ Sheriff.
Messrs. CAMPBELL SWEENY, )
S. Leruevre, and o 7
W. L. Fevuron. oL
S .' PR /~ ‘
Lo

NO- 80 :/ ’// ‘

SuertrF’s OFFICE; . P )
T MoNTREAL, 1st March, 1854.

. Gentlemen,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

- 24th instant, and, in reply,’beg to inform you, that- the only remuneration received -
by the Gaol Guard, is that of five shillings daily, the men providing themselves, at

their own expense, with suitable clothing. ) T2
The full amount of the exf)enses for the Gaol Guard, consisting of ten men at
365 dollars each year, being 3650 dollars, or £912 10s., of which the Corporation
of the City pay £600, leaving an annual charge upon the Government of £312
10s. Od. o . L -
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. Amount paid . .
DISTRICT. or .REMARKS.
: - to be paid .
. q‘y
. {1 £.1s]d
MONTREAL:,..... F 688 7| 9 .
QUEBEC.......... 1080 | 13 |- 8 ||Of which £490 12s. 8d. is not yet andited, though a.dvances
‘ ’ . have been made on account
_ THREE RIVERS..l| 162 | 10 | 11 ||This is-only for first half year, the accounts for the latter
- half year are not yet received, but the amount
of expense for the last half year of 1852, was
. £119 17 8. 9d.
ST. FRANCIS ....|| 655 | 18 | 4 l/Same Remark—the amount for the last halfyear of 1852,
’ ) - was £349 16s. 9d. 5 .
GASPE ..........|| ML . ' ,
OITAWA ....:. A a63 | 16| o lof which £182 48, 2d. for latter half year not yet audited.”
" KAMOURASKA ..}l ‘89 810 :

Ry

118

N

I presume this je all the information. you were desn'ous of obtaining.

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,

o

Your obedient Sqrvant, .

T JNO. BOSTON,
vl : - ) Sheriff.

WM. L. FEL'rON, and S. Lm.mvxn, Esquires,
Q,uebec.

-

No. 9. . RS

STATEMENT of the Amounts pald or to be paid, for the year 1853, to the High
~Constables of the Districts of Montreal, Quebec, Three vaers, St.
Francis, Gaspé, Ottawa and Kamouraska, for the service of Warrants

and - Subpcenas, or other process connected with the Admmlstratlon of
Justice in Cnmmal Matters.

N

1

INSPECTOR GENERALS OFFICE,
Quebec, 17th Febrnary, 1853

J 0S. CARY,
.Deﬁuty Inspector General
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No.

- 10.:

'
v

STA’I‘EMEN’I‘ of the Amounts paid, or-to be paid, for the year 1853, by the Sheriffs
of the Districts of Montreal Quebec, Three Rlvers, St. Francxs, Gaspé,
Ottawa and Kamouraska for the expenses of Gaol Guards and Consta-
bles employed‘-in guarding Gaols or Prisoners, and in attending the seve-
ral Courts of Queen’s Bench and Quarter Sessions within their respective
Districts, exclusive of Gaolers and Turnkeys. ‘

Co . Amount p;,id -
DISTRICTS. © or REMARKS.
. " to be paid. - : ’
£ |sld )
MONTREAL ...... 924 | 0| 0 ||Of which £600 is contributed by.the ?Corporatjon of Mon-
‘ treal, under Act 14 and 15 Vic., cap. 129. n
QUEBEC ......... 1005 | 3| 3
THREE RIVERS Nil. - AL
ST. FRANCIS 69 | 0| 11 ||This is only for the first half year, the accounts for the
latter half year not yet received. The expense of
last half year of 1852, was £23,
GASPE .......... Nil- .
OTTAWA ........ Nil. -
KAMOURASEA .|| 187 | ‘7| 6 ‘

InspEcTorR GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Quebec, 17th Fébmétry,- 1854.

T

JOS. CARY

& De_puty Inspector General.

¢




" No. 11. ) -
" StaTEMENT Of the expense to Govern;xrent of a Regiment of the Lise in Quebec,

for ‘one year, with the undermentioned reduced number of Oﬁicers, fur- -
mshed by Lieut. Col. —Gnunm-ssth Regiment.

-’-‘-‘"”j’_———/ 0 B 5 : ! -
" ) o L ' Annually,
- S N . Sterling..
1 Major Commg., @ 19s. 0d. per dz.y L I £ s}]d
4 Captains, . @ 11s 7d. do ; !
.1 Lieut. Actg. Adj., @ 9s. 0d. . .
1 Lieut. Actg. Pay Master, @ 10s. 0d. do .. p14 Officers’ Pay one day,|| .
2 Iaeutenants, 6s. 6d. do .. £6 bs. 1 Ls IO 2296 9| 2
* 4 Ensigns, E @ bs. 8d. do .. . =~
1 Assistant Surgeon, @ 7s.6d do .. J
14 Officers’ Bread and Meat for one year, @ 2«}&. each per diem....... eeeees 53] 4] 7
14 do  and Mess, Fuel and Light, according to the present scale «......... © 247 0} O
Forage for 4 mounted Officers, @ 1s. each per diem........ Pareteeesacainas %8, 0] O
one year .
-1 Sergeant‘Magor, @ 2s. 84d. per day... £49- 8s. 6§d.‘|
1 gulattesr ‘Master Serg., @ gs. 23d, go .. ££40, 6s.. 03d.
.6 Color Sergeants, @ 2s. 03d. 0. .. £228 11s. 3d.
24 Sergeants, - @'ls 63d. do. .. £675 bs. 04 [Amountstol 82441 8| 9
24 Corporals, - @ 1gp%03d. do. .. £456 5s. 0d
256 Drs.and Privates, ‘@ 03" 83d. ° do. 56799 12s. 11d. .
582 Men, for Fuel and- Light, @ £1 1s. 10d. each.. Cemerenees Amounts fo|} 635! 7] O
S cme‘N(G)l thin £ d. each,.. £ 6 05 d.
32 Sergeants’ Clothing, @.£3 0s. 0 96 0s. 0
550 other Bamks, @ £1 13s. Od. cach,..£907 105. 0d. } Amounts to| 1008} 10 | ©
‘39 Sergea co’Aéi 'lCoa«ts 6d cach,.... £12 05 0d.) , |-
32 Sergeants’ Great @ Ts. eac 12 0s. 0Od. Lqm
550 otber Ranks do, @ 6%, Od. achr;. . 4165 Os, 0§ Amounts to S oy o
Sergeants, and Hank and Fil 1 ’ ey ’ ﬂ
582 eants, an and File) -, LN I
egmwmm Clothing, ;@135 44, cach,..£388 0s. od. Amountsbo 388. 00
) o Sterling. .eeiee e e veeeel 181170 19 | 6
212,430 Rations, @ 33d. each, {or 582 men for 0BG Jear................... 3097/ 18 | . 9
Sterling ...... eeeetrersataratenenrrosnre e ..£| 16215 18 | 3

The above does not include any expensc caused by Hospital, Medicines, Wear and Tear of
Barracks, Barrack Furniture.

¢

Quebec, 25th Fei)ruary, 1854.




No. 12. - R X

* QuEsTIoN.—Supposing a Police Force to be organized for Lower Canads, upon
a-system by which the men would be kept in barracks, clothed, fed, furnished with
fuel, light and other necessaries, how many men including the necessary superior
officers, could be maintained for a sum of £25,000 annually ?

I am unsble to estimate the expense of maintaining a Police Force on the plan
mentioned, but subjoin a statement of the cost to the Government of a Sergeant of

the infantry of the line, for one year. I have selected the Sergeant for this purpose, .

as I consider any Policeman should at least be on a par with that non-comniissioned
" officer. - - ’

It will be observed that no estimate of the annual expense of Bedding, Barrack

- Furniture .or other necessaries is included, and that the'cost of .the fuel and light

. will be found totally inadequate for a Police, who would necessarily be more distri~
buted, from probably having'a rauch larger proportion of- families among them.

. A stoppage of rather more than 61d. per diem is made from the Sergeant when
sick, which, with the cost of the daily ration, certainly covers the whole expense
of medicine, diet, &c. ; but, perhaps, not that of the necessary professional medical -
attendance. ) .

In the absénce of any information as to the distribution of the Force in numbers,
distance, &c., I can give no idea of what the necessary superior officers should con-~
sist of ; and being unaccquainted with the relative salaries of the public. servants of
this Provinee, I cannot fix any amount of remuneration for the class of officers, but
the gradation of ranks may, I think, conveniently stand as follows, or in some similar ~

classes :— -

-

3

- As Officers.—Oné Chief Inspector or Suberintendent. Sub-Inspectors or Super-
intendents, of one or more classes. “ )

Head Constables, as Sergéant Majors, with about 1s, 6d. pe;' diem .increase of

pay from' Constables. ‘ " : '
Constables, as Sergeants, with about ls. per diem increase of pay from Sub-

constables. : - ) -
Sub-constables. .

Much advantage might arise by the appointment of acting Constables, with a
small increase of pay, say a third or one-half of the increase to a Constable. -

1

'HARRY WM. FIRTH,
" Lt. & Adjt. 66th Regt.

- 0

JEsuir BARRACKS, .
Quebec, 27th February, 1854.

16



No. 12.—(Continued.) -

StaTEMENT of the cost to the Country of a—Sergeant of Infantry, for one yeai'.-

T3

* —_— . Currency.
Annually. Valge, . Biennially. . \ Value. £ ] sqd
Clothing, Cohsisting of :—
Coat.vrnnnnennnns £1 11s. '13d...... .Dress Cap ... %0 14s. 73d.
TIOWSETS e cvnuness 14s. T4d....... Great Coat..... _ 16s. bd.
2 Pairs Double Boots © 198, B3A. siienerrnerenarctierrencronaans 4 17| B}
A money allowance for . : -
( winter clothing, of 165 23 coveriininiiniiiennitnciinronns
Rations, Consisting of:—
. 1 b, of Bread per diem....13d. The price by Contract for one year, in
11b. of Meat, do ....8%d.§ Sept., 1853, ending 80th Sept., 1854 7 4| b%
Fuel and Light, per contract in October, 1852, for ET S 1 167 6
Pay, at 1s. 10%&., per diem, ( a fraction more) Cpetesecrtetantentenssnanens 34 4 )
* *Tml cost of a Sergeant for one year........vvviiiineninnn Li| 47 [18] 0%

Quebec, 27th February, 1854.

. No. 18.

STATEMENT FURNISHED sy J." DALGLEISH, DNSIGN AND ADJUTANT,
71lsT REGIMENT.

1 think that a Constabulary Force consisting of—

1 Inspecting Superintendent,
2 Supemntendents,
" 4 Inspectors, . ‘
20 Sergeants, . . ’ , .
2 Clerks, and
‘ 300 Constables,
Mlght be organised and maintained in Lower -Canada, upoa. a. system somewhat
similar to that proposed, for the sum of £25,000 ‘currency annually, as per de-
tailed statement. , .

This Force could be formed into two divisions, viz:— -

N Toe MONTREA.L Divisiox : - Tae QuEsEC DIVISION :,

1 Supenntendent . 1 Superintendent,

2 Inspectors, 2 Inspectors,

2 Superior Sergeants, ’ 2 Superior Sergeants,

8 Sergeants, . 8 Serr-eants

, “95\1st Class, S 25 1st Class, |
150 Constables, < 50 2nd-Class, 150 Constables,’s 50 2nd Class,

- 75 3rd Clas~. 2 75 3rd Class. -

1 Clak., . 1 Clerk.
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No. 13.—(Continued.)

,>
. Annual
- — . Total.
Salary. ’
- . i £]s}d £ ] s]ad
1 Inspecting Superintendent....svueeveccieeeeneess R | I 500 0| O
2 Superintendents .......c..... 300 0.] O 600] 0| O
4Inspectors.. . . 150 0 O 600 07 O
4 Superior Sergeants, (at 4s. per d1em) cereseeans 781 0| 0] 292! 0.0
16 Serfre:mts, (at 3¢. 6d. per diem.) ...... Ceeerrereanens 63|17 61l 1022 0} O
Clerks, (at 3s..3d. per diem.). . .couvnen. teeieiense . b1 61 3 118{ 121 ©
50 1st-Class Constables, (at 3s. per-diem.).....cevevuns Ve 54 |115.1 ©O 2787110 0O
100 2nd do  do - (at 2s. 9d. perdlem)............ 50| 3| 9| .5018/15| 0
150 3rd do~ do (at 2s. 6d. per diem.) ........0... 451121 6 6843115} 0
20 Sergeants’ Clothing, (List A)..veevvianennse N ces 8| 4 6 16410 ©
20 do Pronsnons, (at 1s. per diem. ) S cesees 18] 51 0 365 0| O
800 Constables’ Clothing, (LiSt B.) ve..veseeeeennaennss . 6118 2 1997/10| 0
800 do Provisions, (at 9d. per diem.) ....o.eenn coee 18:13 | 9 41061 51 O
2 Medical AttendantS .. vcveeveeteerasiocnoeeassnaseaa|f 100} 01 O 2000 0ol O
Ordinary and Current repairs of Quarters ........... RN T e ‘2000 0] O
16 Rooms’ (each calculated to accommodate 20 men), fuel 12&
cords of wood at 17s. 6d. ciieviiiiiiiiieniiinannn 10{18}. 9. 1%} 0] O
16 Rooms’ light 55% Ibs of Candlesat 10d. ....v.uun... . 26| 3 8ty o O
Incidental expenses, Stationary, &e. vvvverieennnn. R TR 22 2 6
\ . £|l.25000] 0| o0
, - LIST A. -
-" ). %\5\7
— / - T L
) ~ . Cost
- Lo Annually.
£ s.]l.dll £ s. | d
SERGEANTS. d -
1 Hat, 2 yemrs ......... ceeeanas 1 0] 0 0 j10}| O
IStocLZyears... . 0 1| 6 0 01 9
1C0at suveneenenans e . cereas 2 115, 0. -
1 Pair Trowsers ,...cocesosse sernansacentesnane ceenvans N PR P | 7] 6
1 do Boots...¥..... eesanes ) | I RN N 0.]15| O
1 Baton, 2 years......... O N 0 21 6 0 1] 3
1WmterCap,2years etreesssieseiiinnas R 0.115] o 0 7] 6
-1 do Coat, d0 .eru.een.n. eereeereeeainneaae, 8. (10| 0] 1.}15 0
1 Pair Winter Boots, d0  .......0ev..n Chereieeeaaas il 1 oo 0 (10} 0
1do do GloveS........ Cevereeieaeanns e eeeecanenal cedeasfecanionns 0 21 6
t : < £ 8 146 -
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9 S (% 13.—( Continued.): )
: © LIST B/

B —_— ‘ \ - . Cost

’ - Annually. -
——— A

b ' ST T g pslall £ s

. ~ CoNsrdABLIs, . ‘ 1

—1 Hat, 2years Chemmaeererstcaetenananaane eeenaeaan. 0 j1v].6 0 8} 9
: ISteck 2 FOATS 4tiiienninnin et esieareenteeeeertans 0 11 4 0 0} 8
100aE vutiinneieaiinnnns e, JOUN | IR SO AR [ U
1 Pair TFowsers ........... reees S U | PN Lend 1 21 6
1.do BoOts......eieivereennarannns R | I cerefecinfe.f] O T15] O
1 Baton, 2 years..' .................................... 0 | 2|6 0 1] 8
) 1 Winter Cap, 2 years ... B | I I I A 0.} 5] 0
1 do €oaty. @0  vveeeerneinnnieneeennnes sl st om0l -1 q107 0
1 Pair QO Boots, d0 ..c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaaaaa 1 /10 O 0.{10] @
- ‘ . - ‘gl o |13].2
Ci
. o Ad_}t DALGLI&IDH

Quebec, 27th Febrnary, 1854. 7 l:.t Regt

v

Ax Estivats ‘of Pay, Clothma, zmd other expenses of an cfficient Police Force

- "~ for the City of Quebec, (76 men) to perform the duties of- Polxce in each
Department, to be classed as follows :—

Constables for City Police dutlcs,.........‘ 6
do *  for Gaol Police,..ccrsrerenecees 2 -
-do. - for Detective Police,.vureeecrss 2 - . :
do for duties of a High Constable 2 o
~ 12 at 5s. cach per day. .....£1090 "0 0
Sub-Constables..ccvvueeeririeieraesivnin. 64 at 4s. cach per day e 467270 O
' . Total......‘...,.;.......:.....i.‘ 76 o
: © " Chief of Police, per annum\.. aee ceereenns £ 200 0.0 .
Clothing «.evevrieuenns ORI 1: - I T
R FEEEWOOd varverreeiversaeeesseessens reeneeenene ~ 350" O
[ (J'aS P T o P S tvetresseestraans 20 O 0
. # " Rent of’ Champlain Street St‘mon.... e 350 0
- " Repairs of Clothing.....cccvverirniannnicien, 15> 0 0
- Books and Stationary ...cceseeeeeereneseanss 15 0 O
. Contmvent CXPENSES 1ovvnrrunssrussesennianee, 3 0 0
: S - £6682 5 0,
~ Deduct, a saving under a new system...... 1500 0" 0
- . £5182 5 O -
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Police Clothing, at Contract | pnces in'1853 :— .
“One in two years, half

76 Body Coats, 50s. each......... cebresneeennn £ 95 0 0
) e price each year.
76 Great Coats, 565. each.eicesieriecsisienneenss” 106 8 0 One in two years, half.
v L price each year.
76 Pairs Summer Trowsers, 22s, pan'..“....... 8312 0 - i T
76 Pairs Winter Trowsers, 17s. d0 wveerene. 64 12 07 . .
76 Hats, 10s: each ..evvceeneee cenereennrsuanaan 38 0 0 Coe S .
76 Fux Caps, s 3d. each..couineiiiicnnisies 2117 0 - One in two years, half
‘ : -k pnce o
76 l’alrs Suminer Boots, 14s. palr. cernnerees 52 4 0. -
76 Pairs Winter Boots, 18s. pau cresereennes’ 68 8.0
76 Pairs Mittens, 14s. Pairessseessereeseosennss 15 4 0
" R © £545 5 0 -

The rate of pay, as above stated 'is the same as at present p'ud by the Corpora- )
' tion of the Cxty of Quebec.

R H RUSSELL ‘ ‘
o C’lzzqf qf Lolice.

No. 15. =
/ The Pohce Force of the (‘1ty of Quebec, during the summer of 1853, consxstedu—, )
as follows :— S
Police under Corporatlon, w1th 3 Pohce Stations :—
Constables.cceeviriierrirunrnereseivesinnnnns 8
Sub-constables ....uiceereernnnn. e dd
Detective Police .eovierericeseioniaiionees &

- R 54
Constables under Inspector and Supenn~ o ‘
* tendent of Pohce, 2 Vie. cap .o 2 paid and clothed by Government.

! Gaol Pohee, under Shemff ceereerennenn 12 do "do do
» B 68 V .
River Police under Government......... 28 Paid by, tax on Shlppmo' R
Total....‘... cvitapesenprsennans «..86

—

l‘he Pohce Force, to be efficient, should be under Government, and placed under -
‘one head. = They should then perform all the duties required, such as that of High"
Constable,. Special ‘Constables attending Criminal Terms, hired Constables who.
are paid for their daily attendance at Cmmnal Terms and Quartér Sessions, two, .
Constables in attendance at Police’ O‘ﬁca. If the Forcc, as stated above, were
‘increased by seven men, and one to act as Clerk, that is'from 68, to 76 men, I’
would perfoxm all the dutles xeqmred viz:i—



' T e % '

Cxty Police dutles.........................50 men. g
Detective PoHCE cavveererranereensioiienees 4 6. ‘ " T
Gaol Police...eereiilorarersnsasarsrnresnans 12 S
Pohce Officeussessasssneresssnsnscssiansenses 1 (ODE only attended when we had
4. Pohee \Iamstrate.) .
To perform the duties of 2 High .
‘ Constable.............................. 2 mén.
Toattend Criminal Terms, Quarter . ;
Sessions and Jurles.................. 6 men, and other duties when Courts
were not sitting..
To act as ClerL wessessenresasnaessensnscts 1 and other duties. . -
Totai..........v................16 :
Rwer Police coereiancnnrarariacrncanenses28 . .

104

v

- Grovernment would save a laro'e amount by the above atran cfement . A considerable
sum would be collected for executmg private warrants, and s serving subpcenas issued
from Police office. The fines also constitute a large sum, all of which could be
applied towards paying an efficient Police Force.

. In 1838 the Police Force of the City of Quebec, was one hundred and fifty men.

* <« . R H RUSSELL, .
‘ ‘ . Chief of Police.

e NO. !6- ’
MEMORANDUM.

-t N £7) s | d
Q .
' The e\pense *of services of Subpanas and earc of Crown W)‘mc«cs for the Cnml- :
nalgerms of @.B. apd Quarier Sessions, at Montreal ; the accounts of
T which are rendered by C. T. Shiller, as \upmmcudcnt of Witnese~, for
the year 1853, (being of the <ame nature as those rendered by the Highjl | 1 -
- Contable at Quebec and Three Riv Crs)—ATNOUNL 10 vvevunaennnanne S 4% T8
Fxpenses of Transport of Prisoners to the Provincial Penitentiary, and to the .
! Lunatlc Asylum at Quebec, for 1858, are:— PN
. - N ] ! {
Shenﬁ’ of Quebec cdieeetaaantinasrananae i ierestrarersrsrasaaanan (N)]) .
do of Montreal, toPemtentlary N 95111 0
do of Three Rwers, £ T e cbecacesanannn ~71 119 4
do-of St Francis, to ‘do” ....viieielan. :........,..“36 15s. 9d. L )
do of do, to Lunatic Asylum......ccoovunuann.s .. 20 1ls. 8a. o - 37‘. o
do -of Gaspé, to the Pénitentiary. . .... .. .. eeeeeeenrane e ol om0 s
do of Kamourasks, to the Lunatic Asylum Ceveeanneaas Cerrsensatanes L S10 1177 6
do of Otta.wa, 10 , do eeieean ceeeee P F 184 2311
= Total Currency,......coouuu.. eaiens Tereearans - £ 835} 8] 0.
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No. 16.—(Cbr{tinued.) T

s,
- t

— — m——
d

- > - o -

Sums pald or payable by Government for the purpose of maintaining Pohce and
- . preserving order, at or near the Public Works and the Works of Incor-
porated Companies throughout Lower Canada, doring the year 1853,

. under the Acts 8 Vic. cap. 6, and14 & 15 Vic. cap. 76. _

On the works of the St.‘Lm\Tane and Aﬂantxc Railroad, or Grand ’I‘runk Raild
way Company, in the sttnct of St. anoxs, viz :—

Paid to Major R. B Johnson, Inspector and Superintendent of Police, for sala.ry -
- and allowances for thc year........o.iieeeiiieietnenieioncnennpas 648
Pay and contingent expenses of the Pohce Force under his Supenntendence ' 1066

W3
oo,

Total Currency............ s eeeeiienas LG El1nie | 8

. ®

JOS. CARY, - |
“Deputy Inspector General.

' InsPECTOR GENERAL’S Oﬁ‘mcs,.‘ .
- Quebec, 6th March, 1854. *

Thé precedmg Documents, numbered from 1to 16 were furmshed by the Pubhc
Dcpartments, and produced by witnesses in relation to Police matters before us.

Da.ted -Quebec, this twenty-seventh March, 1854. o .

' S. LELIEVRE, -
' 'W. L. FELTON,
R. B. JOHNSON.

- Commissioners to Inquire into the conduct and
State of Police of the City of Quebec.
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