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TRIPR

Emi s $0 much subhmxty, and so much
nnperlal magnammlty and munificence, dlsplayed
in.the’ proclamatlon, dddressed by the new hm--

- perar of China to' his subjects, on his accession’ to

- the throne last year, that it is worthy of being re~
corded as a -splendid. example . of united dignity
.and benevolence.  The pride of : superior civiliza-
tion, and the predudlces European habits, Would
fain: persuade s that the ‘Chinese: ‘Empire is near-

_ly alhed & rbansm; _and, Wﬁémth_;_sdocument
" comes to ;gcpssed by: European | olitical writ=
ers, th ably wish us to’ beh' :
. vapid, t . and caiitious * dlCth_

dnplomacy wraps ‘up the ‘state-papers’ of m dérn

. “Europe,’and’of its imitator; . the fedéral pu _

. of America, is, preferable to this noble’ production .

- of the East. . This proclatation”has But _Tecently
" recglved ﬁom the Amencan bomul at, Can- )

¢ Tatsing. d;naqty bas recewed ‘the most,
,eubeﬁantm.l ‘proofs : of . Heaven S klnd care, _«Ouf -
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' anceqtms Tae-tsco, and Tae- lswrg, benan to lay
the vast foundations of our empire, and She-tsoo
became the sole .monarch of, China.. . Our sacred
ancestors, Kang-he, the emperor; Yuno-clnmg, the
glory of his age, and Keen-lung, the eminent i
- honour, all abounded in virtne, excelled 1n martial
prowess, consolidated ‘thé renown of the empire,
and moulded the whole into. peace and harmony.
-« His late Majesty, who has now gone the great
Jjourney, governed all-under the canopyof heaven
for five and twenty years, .exercising the utmost
yvigilange 2 and Iab_our. - Neither evening nor morn-
ing w, -he ever‘ 1d1e, sn_duou<ly d1d hé :Eum to
Fpllow the' best .p?selble rule, and hence hlS g0
yern gxent became excéllent and 1llustr1ohs. ‘The
cour; and thé country felt for liimn the’ déepest re-
verence, ‘and’the '.benevolence of his‘heart was a-
I'liv'éi'sally dlﬂ‘used throtigh the benevoletice of his
admmlstra’uon._ Tn China and beyond it, order

' ..'md tranquxhty, prevalled and the common people

".hop

were. ‘happy--m multltudes.. But . in- the n_ndst of
“th : ous Teign w “long pre-
tracted, and. that thié help ‘of heats 1d e re-
ive inany days, the dragon’c +(the em-
: peror,) on’alighting’ to bless' w1th his*ahgust pre-
‘sence- th village f L_zg)_an Jang, une pectedly be-
. ¢ame @ guest on
Co “_.My sacred ;and" mdulgent father had, ini the
. year thdt’ he began torrnlé alone, s,lently settléd

o that the heavenly seat, (t e throne,) should de-

‘¥olve upon iy humblé person;: Conscxouq of the’
feeblenéss of my virtde; 1 felt at first very fearful
that I-should not be. competent. to the officé, but
: reﬂectmg that the sages,"my-ancestors,: have.left
- to their poster ity their statutes and example~ that
. his late Majesty has laid this' duty upon’ine, and
. tHat: thé: throne of" héaven:(the Chinése: thirone,)

. ‘odght not to:remain. long vacant, I do vmlence to
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my feelmm;, and’ foxae ‘myself to intermit awhlle
my heart: felt grief; that I'may with reverence o:.
bey the unalterable decree, and on-the '19th of
the eighthi ‘moon,-(October:8,:1820,) - I propose
devoutly'to announce -the event to :heaven, to.
earth, to my ancestors, and to the Gods, and. shall
thien seat”myself on the imperial throne. Let the
next year-be the first of Zaou-kwang. :

‘I look upwards, and hope to-eémulate the ex-
cellence of former- times.' *I lay my hand -on my
* heart with'-feelings: of respect, and :cautious sin-
cerity. “When a new monarch addresses:himself’
to the empire, he ought to confer benefits on ‘his.
kindred, and extensively bestow gracious favours..
Whatever is. proper to, be done on tlns occaSIOn is
stated-below: : -

-4 1.. On all persons havmcr the tltle of wang,
(king,) and downwards, and ‘those 'of and above
the rank of Icung, (duke,) let: gracxous glft;s bc.
conferred.: -

¢, On-all nobfes befow thel rank of kung,
down to tha.t of iczlz-lalz, let’ gracwus gxfts be- ‘cons
f(_“‘ed : L T A LT
ath court ‘or-in- the provinces,

Mantchoit ~or ‘Chinése - officers, great ;and:- smalk ,

cnll and military, shall be proroted one stép.:

, "« 4i; 'The deceased parents.of officers.who have

'recelved posthuinous titles of hounour; shall have -
* those titles:increased to correspond Wlth the pro-

motion -of their sons.::.. -
¢ 5. Officers “at: Court of the f‘ourth degree,
. ‘andthose in'the provinceés, ofthe third, shalkhave
the. privilege ‘of sending one. son. to. the Icuo-tz 3
keen (natioual college,)..3 .0 - =~ '

- ¢ 6. Officers who have been depnved of theu-

ank,- buf : refained:in‘office, and‘whose pay -has_ -
* beenistopped :or" forfelted shal* have then rank
- and pay restored S S A D e

RN




. -=7 Let the number of candidates. to- be ‘ac-
cepted-at.the literary. examination in.each. pro- :
vineé, be increased from ten to thirty. .
...s¢.8.~ Let.the required. time of’: reSIdence in: t’he
Fuo. tze-keen be diminished one month on-this .oc-
casiom. .. - o
4.9, Let. all the keu Jm graduates be pel'mlt-
ted as a mark. of: honour, to wear a button of the
snxth degree of rank.:.

“£6.10. Let officers be dlspatched to. sacr 1ﬁce at
the tombs; of the depal ted Emperors and Kings of"
every past. dynasty ; .at-thé grave of Confucius;
- and at the five. great ;mounta.ms, and:. four great
rivers of .China. . .

.« 11. Excepting rebeh, mur:derers, and otﬁer
unpardondble oﬂ:enders, let all thoqe ‘who .may
- have-c¢ommitted :any- crimes - before day-break on
the,17th day.of.the 8th month, (the day of suc-
- eeeding to the throne) be forngen It any.again
accuse them of crimes forgiven, punish_the accus-
" Ser: accoxd.mg:to the; crime - whxc ht e alleges a-
gamstmhe persou.. f‘orgwen. _

s 12;".All convicts in the severd _mces who
"have been transported for erimes;committed, but
~vho:have;:conducted.themselves:with propriety,
shall be permlttedﬂo return; to. their homes.. ;. .
;18 ‘Fartars, under the, different banivers, and
‘persons of the imperial:household,’ convicted.of
‘the:embezzlement -of property;. and, punished. by
_ penalty, if'it can be proved that. they:really pos- .
© sess no. propeity,.let them:all be forgiven. i~ ~
.. %6 T4y, - Let:all sons:and ‘grandsons. of officers of'
govemment, -who.have. been: subjected. to. penal-
ties .or forfeitures ‘on account of .thelr fathers
crimes; te: forgwen. R . .
.86 15, Let-officers, and pnvatess.m the: Tartar
army to; whom government: may:: have advanced‘
money, not be: requxred to pay 1t. I S
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. 4716, . Let all- old soldiers of the: Tartar and
Chmese army, who have seen sérvice and are.now -
invalided, - have their ;cases . examined into, and
-have some favour conferred on.thém, in addltlon'
" to.thelegal compepsation they already receive. ...

¢ 17. Let enquiry be made in all the provinces
for those families in which there are, five genera-
tions alive; and for those Who have seen seven ge- -
nerations, . and let. Jewards be conferred in addl-
" tionto the usual honorary tablet given by the law.

#18. Agriculture is of the first importance,_ to
. *he empire. - Let the officers of government eve-
ry.where grant honour. to those ;vho -are dlltgeur.-
in ploughing and sowing..

5% 19, -Old.men hive:in every age been treated
with great respect. Let there' be a. report made
of' all above seventy, both Tartars..and.Chinese,
with the exception’of domestlc slaves, _and of per--
sons who possess, rank, |

-.. *.20, Let one months pay be g‘ven to certam
. of the Mantchou, and: ‘Mungkoo. Tartar. soldlers,
andalso to tl;e Cliinesg regxments who Jomed the
Tartar standard-at the conquest. .. - :
..« 21, Let'men. who helong to;the: 'lartar army
_a_n,d__ who: ate now. above seventy _e_axs ‘of .age;
. have.each-a man.allowed to. -attend - upon. ;thein,
" .and excuse; thpm from all-service.: - To those a-
‘bove.eighty. yearsigive.a piece;of silk, ‘a catty of -
cotton,.a; measure;of . nce, and:ten: cattles of. ﬂesh -
-meat,.- and .to, those..abave , mnety years of' aee,
double those: largesses. ST

5.22. :Let:allsthe overseers of' asylums for wi-

-’doy\,s and. orphans, and for- sick people; be always -
attentive. and ptevent any -que. frox bemg destl- ,
tte. ... oot e,
farigs. Lo' succeedmgmow to the throne,'I w:ll ap-'
plys myself to.give: repose. to. the -multitudes, and
the nations around.me.: Asmst e, my people, to,

[

.
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sustain the ‘burden- laid-on* my shoulders. T fe-
ceive the 'charge of the grédt concerns'of the hea-
venly. empire (“hma} with ‘reverence and awe.-
Ye kings and statesmen, officers high and'low, civ
" vil and- m1htary, every one be faithtul and devots-
‘ed; and’ aid‘ me in* Sustaining. this 'vast fabric, "in
order that the dominions of® the imperial family~
inay be. p1eserved for tens and hundreds of thou-
sands of years, in‘ never-ending tranquility and
glory. Promulgate thista all under heaven cause
'every one to hear'it.” » - - S T
. ' 'We sée here the sovereign of upwards of three
hundred ‘millions of subjects;: calling-'upon his no-
bles, his statesmen, his: people,’ to assist-him: irf
the weighty responsability ‘which: the possessicn
of the thione of his ancestors imposes upon him:
Référring, with becoming pride, to the fanie
of- his-most renowned-predecessors, “lie- pledges
lnmself (certainly, however;" with an aﬁectatlon
of’ humlhty that a little spoils’ the’simple gran-
deur of his- proelamatlon) o follow their.foot-
. steps; and- prof‘esses that the hdppiness and tran:
gulhty of his subjécts will'be: his'constant and'sole
object. ‘A'cts’ 'of'mumhcence, ‘ambesty, and béne-
volence worthy', of & great’ monarch follow,” and;
allowing fér the! customs:of' Chma’,‘ where from the
Emperor to thé meanest-individaak parental and.
filial’ relations: Form ‘the! gri anid::bendof
‘soc1ety, ‘afid évery\fhmg 15 'médelled: ‘upon-ithe
patriarchal forio’ of govérnment; siich’acts as-must
be in the highest dégree acceptable to thewhole.
pation: *° Nor are’ the afinesties he-grants, unqua-
lified’s ~i'ndlsc,r1mma.te. iSens:'who are suffering dis:
. grace for their paréiits Grimes; officersy degradéd
in rank, butstill.considered sufﬁaently trust-wort
hiy | to’ tetdm thelr statmns)- orown:defaulters, Who
Liave no’ pecumary meanss ~.cr1mmdls~whose;oﬁ'em
- ges are’notlof ai unpaldonable riature-5 €onvicts
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transported who.have behaved we]l are:the sub-
jects he- selects for rejoicers at his Jubxlee.. Inva-
lided; SOldle]$, and aged citizens are the objects
of his bounty. ; _dlrrmmnes and oﬂicers receive pro-
motion and . honour, ‘and the, literatire, the re:
']mlon of the country,. aa‘uculture, and pubhc cha-
ut), are. enjoined ; to be fostered _observed, and

eneouragea. il

DV

As i have been engaged ona Chmeqe sub_;ect I
wﬂl to var um‘ate the scene, ancl for the g:attﬁcattou
my fair readem, give:them the f'ollowmg descrip-
tion .of .the appearance of 'some Chinese ladies
by a recent traveller; (Dr. Clarke Abel.) They
are-described: as bemg low of stature, with faces
longen than those: of the men, but so covered, w1th
a fesh-coloured: paste that the tiot of their com.
plexion could not be discovered, ~There was a
general air of languor about 'thém.  “Their. hair
was black; and:veatly. rolléd.up on‘the crown of
the head, aand ornamented ‘with flowers. . Their
dress consisted-iof a loose -blue - cotton: robe with
long sleeves and a pair of loose trowsers of a pink
colour. The robe"was fistened before by several
: }auttonSafrom the chin’ downwards, ‘and’ fell be- -

ow. ihe calf of the leg. ' Its:sleeves covered their

hands. 'The'trowsérs were fastened 'about thean-.
cle, and almost: covered w1th their folds the small
and tight shoe which peeped from beneath ,them.
"The. prédilection- ‘of the men.in"China for very
small feet in.women; - and the ‘consequent ‘crippled
“and unnatural shape to which the Chinese. ladies
* ‘reduce their feet are well known. Dlsﬂgurmrr angd -
hurtful as this.preposterous custom -is; L scarcely,
however, know.whetlier I shall'admit it to be more.
so.than thie strait, stiff, and antrulm shapes into
wh:ch whalebone and steel tortme the naturally

»

2



beautlful contox.r of ‘the bosoms “and waists of
most of our belles. This'is a subject T shall take
up with’ warmth, as'soon a’T have-received ‘a‘re,
part from” 4" commitfee I hive appointed ‘to: col-
Ject'and déscribe to mie all thé hew imported fe-
male“fashions by the spring ships.: ‘This comimit:
tee consisting of a lively Canadian lass of sixteen,
an English matron of twenty:five; a sentimental‘A-
merican lady, and a.sprightly young Irisli widow,
I have no doubt but they will, by their ehair-wo-

' man, the WldOW, give ina- f'althful report; accom-
“panied by’ such’ remarks and illastrations as will
enable me to expatlate ‘on the subject ‘con. spzrzto.
In’ ‘the ‘mean time, ladiés, please’to accept as‘a
testxmony of my devotion; the following jeu d’és-
. prit, or whatsoever else you may callit, ‘occasion-
_ed by reading a long and tiresome dissertation on
“the probable stte of the garden of- Eden.

“Nor ¢dn the mindiot
. Its once ramed bowars explore H

Bnt hence our avery bleaaln" llowa,
And.all onr jeyswarise, . .

L For wotnan, wheresoeer she go
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