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The seriousness of the present situation.
The importance of the conference.
Suggestions as to insuring public opinion 
in support of the disarmament movement.

A suggestion as to which way reduction in 
armaments is to be effected.

We shall be very grateful for anything 
you can do along the lines suggested. I am hoping to have 
the material ready for the printers during the first week in 
August.

Sincerely yours,

Robt. B. Inch, 
Editor.
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June 25, 1931.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie:

We are now making plans for the next 
issue of the Interdependence, the organ of the League of

We intend to feature the disarmament
Two or more articles

Nations Society.
conference called for next February, 
are being prepared. It has been suggested that we secure 
the views, briefly stated, of five or six of the most 
influential Canadian citizens to be printed in connection 
with the article*. I have thought of yourselfJfafion. Arthur 
Meighen, Sir Robert Borden, Hon. N.W.Rowell, Mr. Dafoe and 
Hon. Ernest LaPointe.

I thought it would be most desirable 
if the statements were between 200 and 400 words in length 
and indicated the following:

P»
 O O' P



■■■■
m

i

173 Daly Ave(F) 
Ottawa, Canada. 
August 11 1931.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, CANADA. 'v:

Dear Sir Arthur,
I was very pleased to hear through Dr Tory that 

you were planning to write the short statement re, the 
disarmament conference for Interdependence. We should have
probably the best number we have ever issued and I 
extremely anxious to have something from you. I thought

am

you would be* very frank and outspoken and provoke 
serious thinking on the problem. If

some
we could have your 

we would bestatement within the next week 
obliged.

very much

Yours respectfully,

R.B.Inch, Editor
Interdependence.
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August 17th, 1931,

H. B, Inch, Esq 
Editor, "Interdependence**, 
173 Daly Avenue (F), 
Ottawa, Canada,

• *

Dear Hr. Inch:»
Beplylng to your letter of 

August 11th, it le my intention after mature 
c msldoration to send you the article asked 
for. If I thought there was going to he 
no disarmament as a result of the Conference 
I do not think I should bother writing It.

In my article I am going to say that 
as a means of preventing future wars the last 
war has been a failure, and I am going to 
frankly accuse the nations of the world of 
having failed to create that attitude of mind 
and heart which alone can prevent war* As you 
suggest I shall be frank and outspoken and what 
I say I hope shall nrovoke some serious thinking. 
Although the article will apprea in**Interdependence*1, 
1 shall use its content, perhaps, elsewhere, but 
not before your publication.

v HI you kindly tell me whetis Is the last 
day on which you must have the article. Could 
I have all this week?

Tours faithfully,

Principal.
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173 Daly Ave(F), 
Ottawa, Canada. 
August 19 1931.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal, Canada.

Dear Sir Arthur,
I am pleased indeed that you are writing as 

you suggested in your letter of August 17. It now seems 
certain that our next issue will be the best we have put 
out - which is as it should be because these are critical 
times. Most of the material is now in the hands of the 
printers but I think you should feel fpee to take all this 
week if you wish. It will not seriously embarrass us if 
yourarticle does not come until next Monday. What 
trying to do is to get the paner in the mails during the 
first week in September when the schools will be opening 
and preparations for college are being made.

we are

Yours respectfully,

R.B.Inch, Editor
Interdependence.
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August 21st, 1931,

B, B» Inch, St({i|
Editor, "Interdependence", 173 Daly Avenue (F), 
Ottawa,

I

Dear Mr, Incht-

I am enclosing herewith
the promised article.

Tours faithfully.
i

Principal,

*
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September 14, 1931

,\v
R« B, Inch, Esq.,
League of Nations Society in Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario.

S

Dear Hr. Inch,

, . Thaak y°u f»r yo>u- letter of September
10th, enclosing a copy of "Interdependence'’,

If possible, I should have a few more copies of this issue glad to

Tours faithfully.

Principal,

!

9 C
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League of Nations Society in Canada 
OTTAWA

:: September 10th, 1931.

Dear Sir Arthur,

"Interdependence" containing the article which you were 
so good to contribute to it last month is now off the press, 
and I am sending you a copy herewith.

I just wish to say how much we appreciate what you have 
done and how grateful we are for the time and trouble you 
took to do it. Tour statement is being read with a great
deal of interest.

Tours respectfully,

R.B. Inch."Interdependence" .Editor,

LL.DG.C.M.G., K.C.B. * tGeneral Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal, McGill University, 
MONTREAL, que.

rbX/mk.
ENGL.
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One of the dearest hopes of the men who fought

4n the Great War • the one which most sustained them In those

•iS, if victorious, wouldtragic days • was that their effor

I do not tnow how many of the menput an end to all war# 

who controlled the destinies of Edrope entertained such hopes.

hut I do know that thousands, yea, hp.ndre£stbfathousands, of 

citizens sacrificed their happiness, their health, their

fortunes and even thoir lives in the hope of winning peace

for their children and for generations yet unborn.

2o far as its aim was the establishment of

It failedpermanent peace,the Great 'Tar completely failed, 

because the governments of tho world betrayed their trust. 

In the first place the victors imposed on the vanquished a 

treaty which was sure to create, and has created, endless 

friction and trouble, not only betwoon former enemies, *>ut

Then to guard against the dangersbetween former allies.

they had brought about, and which they must have foreseen,

There are, it is true,they began building up new armaments, 

important agenoios,such as the League of Ration, whoso 

definite purpose is the promotion of peace and the avo danoe 

There are, it is true, new International agreementsof war.

and new treaties, the latest of which has denounced war as an
But history teaches us thatInstrument of national polioy, 

the engagements of governments are easily disregarded while 

the actions of the great nations belle their words.
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Respite all high-a ,undlng phrases and international 

pacts, the land, sea and air forces of 1931 are far more 

formidable than those of 1914, The number of men serving 

in armies or undergoing training in arms may be less than

formerly, but of this I am not convinced, 

may, there is no denying the fact that the terribly destructive 

power of the new arm, the speed of the new transport, the range 

of the new submarine, the efficiency of the new aeroplane and 

the murderous effect 4f the new gas make the armaments of to-day 

many, many times more dangerous than those of yesterday.

Be that as it

■

The United States of America, whose President put 

forward the plans for the League of Mations, whose government 

promoted the treaty denouncing war, has only recently declared 

that its navy is to be second to none, while no nation has made 

greater strides in promoting the strength and effectiveness of 

its military power. Whom will they fight? Japan? Russia? 

Prance? The British Empire? 

up great armaments. Against whom? Again we may turn to

Armaments are created to used, and, if 

they are created, it is more than likely they will be used.

France and Italy are building

history for a lesson.

Conditions that cause war exist all over the world -

the most ofcvious spring from the last war. The United States
cUuzJjji jZl'

of America ^<nt a tine when they; werg" unable to produce men, 
UM/Û VT^ lU-4-0

able and willing to produce money, ’0*7 w*#e willing to

msy

XV

demandt^that the money shall be

outside the United States, and 

many good American citizens, know that the United 'tates might

sacrifice the men, but 

repaid with lnterest^)^Everyone
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might have saved itself from the present financial crisis, 
and would have greatly profit*®!, in the end, both ^orally 
and materially, by cancelling its war debts, but even yet 
the e is little sign or encouragement that such cancellation 
will be its policy in the future, 
been rep
have nothing to do with the present financial crisis, 
official assertion Isemade in the face of, end in spite of, the 
declarations of the world’s leading financiers and economists.
The huge debts of the allied nations are one of the causes which

Germany, strong in man power, brain power and 
will power, smarts under a sense of injustice; has had her 
land and financial resources depleted; sees her power of 
recovery impaired; staggers under a load of reparation debts 
which she ean never pay and the payment of which would benefit 
no one who suffered, 
aiming at I do not know, 
least the hegemony of Europe, 
has firmly established interests in Manchuria whieh she is 
constantly enlarging and which she never Intends to relinquish, 
China has sovereignty over Manohurla and views with Jealous 
and anxious eyes the encroachment of Japaneae power and prestige^

That makes
Mutual fear and hatrdd isolate Soviet RAssia from the

In that country it hasZ
heatedly asserted in official quarters that war debts

^p^^his

nrike for war.

That makes for war. «hat France is
It may be world leadership or at

That makes for war. Tapan

-hile both China and Japan watch Russia,
for war.
world without. That makes for war.

Individuals and institutions with sinister intentions, 
great organizations, nkloh gathered millions during the last
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to make more millions from anotherwar are not «41111lag 

and are using all their influonoe to further thoir own

Unions of men t roughout the world areselfish aims.

unemployed desperate with want and enraged against the

ar wouldsociety which cannot, or will not, holp them,

Natl ns may be faced with the choicefind them all jobs, 

between war and revolution. So long as they are armed they

will chose war.

Excessive armaments are the outward and visible 

sign of a mind which regards war as normal, 

mind of the greater part of humanity, then our civilisation 

must be accepted as based on war and itn|a only a nuesti n of 

time before a new and fiercer conflagration bursts out, until 

the new and frightful engines of death are set going, 

this ooours whole cities, whole provinces, whole nnti ins will 

bo utterly destoryed and the cloak of civilization will go 

back a thousand years.

If that is the

When

The next disarmament conference must success. If 

it fails - that is if it does not ensure an honest and univeral 

reduction lnthe aotual killing and wounding power of arms 

shall see the downfall of our institutions and the end of 

western civilization. Let me repeat that disarmament must he

I appeal to the

veterans of the Great ar, to the youth of the world, to sea 

to it that your governments determine on disarmament now, for 

there will be no other ohanoe.

• we

honest, must be mutual and must be universal.

_____
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General Sir Arthur 77. Currie, 
Principal, McGill University
MONTREAL, Que.

G.C.M.G.,

I nave a letter from Professor Rappard 
national Studies at Geneva in which he 
of "Interdependence".

of the Institute of Inter- 
comments on the last number

There is this passage which I thought I should forward to you : -

'First of all i think that the intellectual 
quality of most of the contributions is 
excellent. I have in particular never 3_n, <-*» er~s-A. read as strong and as f ranAftap&»7a» ^ 
those remarkable pages by Sir Arthur Currie."

Yours respectfully,

R.B. Inch.
Editor "Interdependence".

RBI/MK.
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Toronto. .5.0 ...Ont.,... Aug,. .7.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
3450 McTavish Street, 

Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:

.Fo11owing instructions received from the Members 
of the National chapter, Imperial Order Daughters of the 
-.ftpire at their thirty-first annual meeting held recently 
j.n Halifax, I am writing to ask you, as a member of our 
Advisory Board, whether or not you consider it advisable
for members of the Order to sign the enclosed disarmament 
petition.

'{his petition is being circulated by the League 
of nations society in Canada, who are anxious to secure as 
many signatures as possible, and will be presented to the 
dominion Government prior to the Lorld Disarmament Conference 
called at Geneva in February, 1932.

should be most grateful if you would give 
the national Executive Committee the benefit of your

.

in,

• 
%

$

'1 I;*
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IMPERIAL ORDER DAUGHTERS OF THE EMPIRE AND CHILDREN OF THE EMPIRE (JUNIOR BRANCH)

-2-

advice on this very vexed question of disarmament, 
.vould we be doing the best thing for the Empire in 
urging that all members of the Order sign the 
petition?

Trusting that we may hear from you before 
September 9th, which is the date of the next meeting 
of the National executive committee, 1 am

lours faithfully,

^!bn
inATIONAL secretary.

B:W

mHUHORHH
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âugue t 12th, 1931.

Mrs. H. H» Brotherhood, 
national Secretary,
Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire, 
283 Bloor Street East,
T o r o n t o 6.

Dear lladant *»

Let no acknowledge receipt of 
your communication pf August 7th In which 
you invite my opinion as to the propriety 
or the members of the Imperial Order Daughters 
of the Empire signing the petition oiroulated 
by the League of nations Society in Canada 
v.ith reference to wp91 d disarmament by 
international agreement*

It seems to me that you must sign 
this petition, not that disarmament will ensure 
universal peace, but because iny honest and 
universal effort to curtail armament preparations 
for war would be a helpful factor in securing 
peaceful settlement of national disagreements.

All of us must encourage in every 
way we can the avoidance of 7/ar. 
who lived through the Great ar know something 
of the loneliness and sorrow it caused, "o shudder 
when we recall its cruelty, its slaughter, its 
sacrifice and its waste.
war will be much moro destructive and we cannot 
see how civilization can survive a repetition.

Those of us

"e know that another



rations have by international
renounced w&r but some of us are dubious about 
the sanctity of the agreement when we see 
proparations for war going on apaoe, It is hard 
lj believe, yet it is true, that as much money 
as evor is now being spent on the maintenance 
O- sPBuos and navies and implements for war 
purposes* It £ ,vea one a shook to read, only 
the other day, tho statement of the Sec rotary" of 
State for the Navy of tho United 3 ta tee that" he 
v/ae determined that his country should, have a 
navy aeconu to none in tho world. It sounded 
truculent, though it may not have been intended 
that way.

International agreements or treaties 
have not sfcCpped war in the nast » they may 
not stop war in :;ho future; - but war, 
know, cannot be waged without armament. If the 
nations of the world can agree on a basis of 
disarmament,they ought to do so, but tho agreement 
ust be fair, rmet be universal and must be 

honestly kept.

as re

2he greatest instrument for peace will 
be an honest wish in the hearts of the peoples
of tho world for peace,

I am, dear :'rs. Brotherhood,

rhrer yours faithfully.

Prlncipal,

»



October 15, 1932.

Murray a. Brooks, Esq.,
Secretary, Student Christian Movement, 
72 Avenue Hoad,
Toronto, 5»

Dear Hr. Brooks,

lc ~oy*e Hal1 next iiona»y on ^e 
subject of "Disarmament", and the McGill League
°f ITatlone Club Is getting behind the movement
ÎÏ "f.**8 dl®tribution of pamphlets, etc.
-irtlela 7°U haV6 **ea "V own br*©f
îftiÎHftMbf,îSheî a rocent lasue of the League 

(Ca"ada) pamphlet "Interdependence",
?aV!v,^given the stude ts permission to 

reprint in their dally newsp per this week.

You may be assured that every- 
* «.?°88ibie 18 belng doae at ««OUI to ensure

«tudant body takes an intelligent Interest 
j.n this momentous question.

Ere* yours faithfully,

Principal.

i_

e 
t



HARRY BALLANTYNE
GENERAL SECRETARY

C HAS BAUCKHAM
TORONTO-TREASURER

H M R E ACOCK .
TORONTO- CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE BOARD.JOSE A . MACHADO

OTTAWA - PRESIDENT

The National Council

Young Men's Christian Associations
OF CANADA

40 COLLEGE STREET, TORONTO-2

CABLE ADDRESS "ASSOCIATION"

October 22, 1931

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Our Committee learned with regret that you would be un­
able to attend personally and address the Disarmament Meeting on 

We are very anxious to have your voice in this 
and are taking the liberty of making another 

Would you be willing to send us a brief message which
next, the 26th,

Monday evening, 
meeting, however, 
request.
might be read at the meeting Monday evening 
suggesting your views?

Sincerely,

0GEORGE C. PIDGEON,

Honorary Secretaiy,
Toronto Voluntary Committee on the 
October 26th Disarmament Meeting

Chairman.

VRC;BB 
Enel.
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October 24, 1931,
1

William H. Cook, Esq., 
Y.H.C.A 
Toronto, 2,

40 College Street,• *

Dear Mr, Cook,

Your letter of October 22nd 
has arrived, but I regret that Sir Arthur 
Currie Is out of town, and I am afraid that 
he will not be back in time to send you 
the message to be read at the Disarmament 
Meeting on Monday evening next. If It is 
possible, it will be sent by wire during 
Monday, but I thought it best to send you - 
this letter so that you will understand 
the situation.

Yours faithfully.

Secretary to the Principal.
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December 7th, 1931,

Brigadier General J. G. Dill, G,11,G 
Staff College,
Gamberley »

D.S.O• * • ,
England.

This morning I received your Christmas 
Thank you for remembering me, and may I, oncard,

behalf of my wife and myself cordially reciprocate 
your good wishes.

Just a year ago today we were well out 
in the Atlantic on our way to England, 
pleasant voyage wasn't it?
much I enjoyed the visit to India, where everyone was 
extremely kind. I saw many of my old friends - Tim 
Haring ton, Heneker, Shea, Deverlll, Ironside, and a 
number of other officers, now Brigadiers, who at one 
time or another served with us. 
ment did me very well, furnishing me with a private car, 
caterer, cooks, helpers, and all manner of servants.

I spent four days with Sykes in Bombay* then 
four days with Chetwode* then 15 days in the Bagputana 
provinces, visiting Agra, Jaipur, Edapulr, Jodhpur* then 
eight days at the Viceroy * s House, f ollowed by two at 
Benares, three in Caloutta, two in Madras, and an unex­
pected and much enjoyed five days in Colombo. From there 
I went on to Hong Kong, where I spent four days* six in 
Shanghai* one in Tientsin* four in Peiping * a day In 
Mukden, where I spent two and a half hours with the 
Young Marshal * then five days in Japan. Altogether,
I was away about five months.

It was a
I cannot tell you how

The Indian Govern-

I tried to learn as much as I could in 
India, as well as in China and Japan, 
came away with the impress ion that It was time some 
one said a good word on behalf of British administra­
tion* and that has been the theme of those talks I

From India I

t



2.

hare given on India since my return, trying to be fair 
to both aides In China, while conditions were pro­
bably better t the time I was there than they had been 
previously or since, one still oould see that* the Hanking 
Government did not control the country and that they were 
far from stability. In Manchuria one was quickly ^ Im­
pressed with the measure of Japanese Influence and 
trol, and what has since occurred is not at all 
ing.

con- 
surpris-

I have taken the stand that while I believe the 
people of Manchuria would be much better off under Japan­
ese administration than under that of the Chinese Govern­
ment, and while no doubt the Chinese had given s-reat 
provocation. It is my contention that the Japanese have 
broken their obligations with reference to every Inter­
national pact.dtreaty or agreement to which they have 
subscribed in the past - the Hague Convention, the 
ashington Treaty, League of Hâtions Kellogg-Brland 

Pact. It would look qs If the nationsq while for­
mally making protests, had agreed among themselves to 
let the Japanese stay in Manohuria. They have probably 
come to the conclusion that the Japanese must expand 
somewhere - and they prefer to let them take that north­
east corner of China, I do not think that will solve 
the problem by any means. The Chinese dislike the 
Japanese as much as the Irish dislike the British, 
and if we oould not control three million people in

-quarters of Ireland, I cannot see how the Japan­
ese are going to control thirty million Chinese in" 
Manohuria.

I notice that Mr. Gh&ndi is on his way back 
to India, uttering hie usual threats and warnings, 
s -j.rring up the Indian people to disorder in one sen­
tence and then professing his horror of strife in the 
next. I should think that the British will probably 
adopt a little stiffer attitude than that practised 
curing the Irwin regime, though I am one of those who 
believe that we owe a good deal to Irwin.

I am glad to tell you that I am in better health 
than 1 have been for years, coming through the Indian 
trip better than when I went away and suffering not a 
moment’s discomfort during the four months I was away. 
Please remember me to any of my old friends, and with 
all kind wishes to Mrs. Bill and yourself,

I am.
Ever yours faithfully,

» *
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THREE DAYS FOLLOWING BROADCAST3
:Sl

c P MEREDITH3.Z f

Oi
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October 22ntit, 1931#

Lieut.-Colonel 0. ?. Meredith, L.S.O.,
League of Entions Society,
Ottawa.

Hy dear Colonel,

Replying to your telegram of this afternoon, 
I am willing to make a brief radio address at 10:30 o'olook 
on the evening of Hovember 11th, provided I can get away In 
ten minutes, because I must catch a train for Toronto that 
evening.

First, where shall I go, and secondly, please 
send ms any statistics you have on the cost of Armament 
in the several great nations of the world; that la, how 
much are they spending each year or aach day on what can 
be called "Armament”?

Rver yours faithfully.

Principal.
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October 24th 1931.

bir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B 
Principal, McGill University, 
MONTREAL, Que.

• i

Dear Sir Arthur,

I was very happy indeed to receive your letter of the 22nd advising me 
that you would kindly consent to deliver a brief radio address from 
Montreal.
I will see if it will be possible for us to advance the hour for you to 
speak by five or ten minutes so that your address will not be too short 
or that you will be rushed.

In view of the fact that you must catch a train for Toronto

The other speakers will be Sir Robert Borden from Ottawa, and the 
Honourable Ernest Lapointe from Montreal. I shall write you. shortly 
as to the studio from which the broadcast will be made and the exact 
hour.

The enclosed booklet will give you some statistics regarding costs of 
Armament (see page 22 onward). The Armament Year Book in-English for 
1930-31 I regret is out of stock as all the copies we received were 
immediately sent out. However, I am borrowing one supplied to the 
National Defence Department but regret that the only copy available is 

I would appreciate it if you would let me have this back 
at your earliest convenience so that I can return it to the National 
Defence Department.

in French.

Thanking you again, I am
/Yours since

/
C.P. Meredith.

General Secretary.CPM/MK.
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General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill Universilty, 
MONTREAL, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur, re - Radio Broadcasting November 11th.

Sir Robert Borden has just let me have his 

Manuscript and I am sending a copy to you for your information. 

I estimate that his address will take 

minutes.

just under the eight

Yours si y ’

7

C.P. Meredith.
General Secretary.

CPM/MK.

■



On this solemn day of remembrance, commemorating the formal 
conclusion of the conflict which for more than four years scourged the 
world, I could fittingly recall the heroism, the service, the sacrifice 
of those who with firm hearts at the call of duty went forth from 
borders»

our
But in the minutes at my disposal I am required to speak of

disarmament»

The nations signatory to the League Covenant gave therein their 
pledge that national armaments should be reduced to the lowest point
consistent with national safety and the fulfilment of international
obligations for common action. The actual work of the League began
ten years ago. During at least seven years the ablest and most earnest
minds have devoted their full energies and their most intensive effort
to the fulfilment of this pledge. Substantial progress has been made;
and, if world conditions permit, a Disarmament Conference of the world*s
nations will meet in February, 
insuperable task of committing each nation to substantial reduction of

It will be confronted with the almost

its armaments.

Who shall measure the supreme significance of that task? 
menace of armaments is the very root of war and by war mankind has been 

More than ever that menace oppresses the world today. Can 
we estimate humanity*s irreparable loss in the sacrifice of the generation 
that went forth to conflict nearly two decades ago?
measure are present-day burdens, destitution and distress due to the 
destruction and wastage of that conflict and of past wars? 
as the League may seem to have failed in an almost impossible task, 
failure was imminent in the conditions, 
but a moment in the world*s history.
the root of an evil abiding throughout the centuries?

The

martyred.

In how great

Insofar

The League*s ten years are 
Can you extirpate in a momeht

Do you know of



aay human agency that could have achieved more than the League has

If not, let us be sparing of our censure•accompli shed?

What will be the outcome of the Disarmament Conference? Do

not minimize the difficulties. Remembering their past agonies,

nations vulnerable to attack naturally demand unquestionable security 

before they disarm.

Disarmament.

They accept the formula, Arbitration, Security, 

But shall there be disarmament before security? 

who urge immediate progress declare that arbitration and security have 

already gone hand in hand and with them should march disarmament.

Those

But

how shall security be defined and how shall you establish such disarmament 

that science may not swiftly end suddenly- supersede it with appalling 

instruments of destruction presently unknown or unrevealed? 

just to realize that the issues are of extreme difficulty and complexity* 

Real progress will be a veritable triumph.

It is only

Great statesmen have declared that moral disarmament must precede 

effective actual disarmament; and it was sought in the Paris Pact where­

in every civilized nation, including non-members of the League, solemnly 

renounced war as an instrument of national policy, 

no sanction, no penalty, for violation of this pledge.

great nation, perhaps more, would probably have recoiled from such in-

But it does not even provide for or contemplate international 

consultation for dealing with a violating nation, 

than a gesture ; yet a gesture of excellent import. 

the lurking phantoms of fear, distrust and suspicion, 

behind it were fully in harmony with the pledge it sets forth, there would 

be today such confidence and cooperation as would assure the real dis­

armament for which humanity cries aloud to the League*

The Pact includes

At least one

elusion.

Thus, it is no more

It failed to banish

But if the <pirit

m
.
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Until the inherence of trust,I pray you consider this.
confidence and cooperation has been seared into the conscience of each
nation the full purpose of the Covenant may not be achieved. The

InLeague * s supreme task is to instill and fix that vital lesson.
Therein lies our most con-some measure at least it has succeeded.

fident hope for the future.

For, in truth, real disarmament dwells and must ever abide in
Treaties, conventions, pacts are all tothe domain of the spirit, 

the good; but no treaty, convention or pact is stronger than the 
spirit of the adhering nations ; and its service must be measured by 
the trust and confidence it inspires and creates. That in turn rests

So we come finally to theupon the public opinion of each nation.
responsibility of each individual for his country's part in the cause 

From this responsibility none of us can be absolved. Iof peace.
pray that our consciences may bear us witness that we have done our 

Each voice counts in the myriad voices that fashion the 
Let not yours be silent.

duty.
world’s destiny.



Sir R. Bor dem

achieved mere ^Hhe*^ agency that could have 
has accomplished?

The answer is, yes, AN INTERNATIONAL POLICE FORCE mh ,
°™'*»%%«?*?:

law-abid Ing = ommuni ty wi t hoc, a poH eîTr/el^ep^oÎd LT ‘

community of nations than 
one nation?

No. 1 w? 
we do

Then why expect mo re of a
cf a community of people in

XSttfc-.
snau ever achivve^t ^Ïed'u/ï ionNat :ion

armaments of the^orld to "be^u'^d"?1 ^h'6 ^orce’ po01 the

ar^on \"\*LV^eT ^ ^ •*-“■ «£VrjT
cost of armaments and the race for power win stop - and then onlyThen the
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Ho vember 16, 1931.

lent. «4:ol » C.P.Heredi th, 
>91 Wellington St.,
> t t a w a .

)e r Colonel 2Jere4ith,

thank you for your letter of the lffch 
Heember, which I received on my return from Toronto 

-
1 am enclosing copy of ay radio appeal 

I have received eo many0 7 behalf of Disarmament* 
rquests for copies that I had to get son© mimeographed. 
I? you want any more I can lot you have them. The 
Bnadcast appears to have reached a great many people, 
ail I hope our efforts may have sons good result.

With kindest regards
Brer ; ours faithfully.

Principal.

*
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General Sir Arthur Currie, speaking on 
behalf of Disarmament, in an all-Canada 
Radio hook-up, Armistice Night, November 
the 11th, 1931.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the anniversary of Armistice Day, that day 
thirteen years ago when the last shot in the Great War was fired.
Many memories crowded our minds then - memories that are still vivid 
but there is one of which I would speak. It is the memory of the 
fervent prayer of thanks to the Great Ruler of the Universe that the 
terrible conflict was over, that the cruel slaughter had ceased.
Having killed eleven million of their fellow men, having seen twenty 
million otheis mutilated and smashed by bullets, shells and bombs, 
having made nine million war orphans and five million war widows, 
having rendered ten million homeless, men swore that these things 
must not happen again. And they believed they would not happen, 
for had not chauvinists on both sides, and pacifists, too, declared 
that it was "a war to end war" and the only path to an enduring peace. 
That was the belief which had sustained men in the darkest hour of the 
struggle:- they would see it through, whatever the cost, so that their 
children end tueir c il ron’o children -would never h;. ve to undergo 
similar horrible experience.

a

Thirteen years have gone by, and how great has been our 
disillusionment.' Our high hopes have been shattered, and the pros­
pects of permanent peace are no more assured to-day than they were in 
1918.

’Tis true we have tried to do something which we hoped 
would prevent war. For ten years we have had the League of Nations, 
whose definite purpose is the promotion of peace and the settlement 
of international controversy by peaceful
nations, with the exception of Russia and the United States have 
pledged their word to support these laudable aims.
Locarno and Washington pacts, we have the Kellogg-Briand treaty which 
registers the determination of over sixty countries, including the 
United States of America and Russia, -

1. That they condemn recourse to war for the solution 
of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument of 
national policy in their relations with one another.

All of the greatmeans.

We have our

2. They declare that the settlement or solution of all 
disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they 
may be which may arise among them shall never be sought except by 
pacific means. Could anything be more explicit?

■■4 vv ,
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The history of the past has taught us, and the history 
of the present confirms most emphatically, that these solemn engage-

Witness what is now happening in
Whatever the irritation by China,

ments are easily disregarded.
Manchuria between China and Japan, 
and I have no doubt it has been great, Japan has broken her word and 
prostituted her pledge by her warlike actions in the last month.
With inexcusable effrontery she has defied the League of Nations, 
which seems to be as powerless as it has been weak.

I believe the League made a great mistake in inviting a 
representative of the United States of America to join the Council 
Board. It attached great importance to that move, believing that if 

States united with the League in this Sino-Japanese struggle,the United
it would lead to permanent association on the part of that country.

to have loomed larger in the eyes of theThat political move seems 
League than the struggle itself, - or did they know that the League 
would fail, and wish to have the United States of America associated

Whatever happened at Geneva, Japan in her dis- 
as an instrument of national policy,

So much for

with the failure? 
pute with China has adopted war 
despite her agreement to the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 
international agreements of the kind mentioned.’

We must have something else, if we are to have peace. 
Another world war would set back the clock of civilization a thousand 
years. Every thinking nan and woman must shrink in horror at the 
thought, and shudder at the possibilities of havoc in the next war, if 
it should occur.

By the amounts spent on Armaments - that is, on prepara- 
must conclude that nations still regard war as 

The economic depression and the
tion for war - one 
normal, and as likely to occur, 
ruin and suffering it has brought is due to the waste of war, more
than to any other factor.

cost Great Britain more thanDespite the fact that the war 
fifty thousand million dollars, and cost Canada more than two thousand 
million, France more than forty thousand million, U.S.A. more than 
twenty-five thousand million, Italy more than seventeen thousan 
million, - we seem to go gaily on preparing for another.’ The xigh 
Honourable Phillip Snowden pointed out last year that Great Britain had 
to r-ise annually from taxes for national expenditure a sum in excess 
of three thousand million dollars, and he added that three quarters, of 
that sum was spefnt on paying for past wars and preparing for .future 

The people of Canada are each year paying one hundred and
in taxes because of the Great WarJ

wars.
sixty-five million dollars more 
And, in spite of this colossal burden, the world expenditure on -n.rma- 
ments is nearly five thousand millions of dollars, of which sixty per 
cent is expended by European countries, twenty per cent by the United 
States, and twenty per cent by the rest of the world - far more than
ever before.
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Not only are the aimed forces of the world greater in 
numbers, but they are infinitely stronger in quality, 
with their scientific and technical experts are working with feverish 
haste to devise new means of destruction and perfect the existing ones. 
The extended range and greater accuracy of guns, new methods of aerial 
bombardment, the deadly new poison gas, the greater range and armament 
of the improved submarines, all combine to make the armaments of to­
day many, many times more dangerous and destructive than those of 
yesterday.

s*HI General staffs,a

For stop it must, 
We hear something

When is this madness going to stop? 
or the world will plunge headlong to destruction, 
these days of an armament truce for a year, beginning November first 

I am told it has begun - with reservations - a word fatallast, 
to hope.

I am sure you will join with me in praying that the 
next Disarmament Conference is a success, that it succeeds in bring­
ing about an honest and universal reduction in the killing and wounding 
power of arms.
opposite effect, if one nation disarms honestly, and others do not. 
Disarmament must be honest, must be mutual, must be universal.
Nations, if they only realized it, are all in the same boat, 
sink or float together, in the end.
must be placed on the high plane of universal requirement, and dealt 
with in a spirit free from prejudice and selfish consideration.

It will do no good, in fact, it would have the

They
The question of Disarmament

■ '■I BM
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November 12th 1931.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill University, 
MONTREAL, que.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I wish to thank you very much indeed for having been so kind as to 
deliver the very brief address last evening over the radio, 
regret is that it was not possible to have you on for a very much 
longer period.

Our only

I had the pleasure of listening to what you had to say together with 
Sir Robert Borden, 
others whom I came in contact with this morning were also very much 
impressed by your remarks.

We were very much impressed and I may say all

very Buch indeed if you could let me have a copy 
your convenience.

I would appreciate it 
of your Manuscript at

Thanking you again, I am

e ly,Yours sin
/

C.P. Meredith.
General Secretary.



Eovember 16, 1931.

Lieut.-Col. 0 .?.Meredith,
General Secretary,
The League of Hâtions Society in Canada, 
391 Wellington St.,
0 t t a w . ’ "■■■' -v J pv .

Dear Colonel Meredith,

Tfcanlc you for your letter of the 1<
EcTomber, which I reoeived on my return from for onto 
this morning.

I enclose a copy of sjy remarks over ;he 
radio on Armistice Sight, with apology that it is not 
a clearer cony. I am receiving several requests for 
copies from different parts of Jfcnad*, and If you have 
any run off perhaps you ^ould he good enough to send 
me a few.

With kind regards,

Ever yours faithfully.

Principal.

r
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General Sir Arthur Currie, speaking on 
behalf of Disarmament, in an all-Canada 
Radio hook-up, Armistice Night, November 
the 11th, 1931.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This' is the anniversary of Armistice Day, that day 
when the last shot in the Great War was fired.thirteen years ego .

Many memories crowded our minds then - memories that are still vivid,
It is the memory of thebut there is one of which I would speak.

of thanks to the Great Ruler of the Universe that thefervent prayer
terrible conflict was over, that the cruel slaughter had ceased.
Having killed eleven million of their fellow men, having seen twenty 
million others mutilated and smashed by bullets, shells and bombs, 
having made nine million war orphans and five million war widows, 
having rendered ten million homeless, men swore that these things 
must not happen again. And they believed they would not happen, 
for had not chauvinists on both sides, and pacifists, too, declared 
that it was "a war to end war” and the only path to an enduring peace.

the belief which had sustained men in the darkest hour of the
that theirThat was

struggle:- they would see it through, whatever the cost, so
'a children'would never h .ve to undergo achildren <:nd their c" il ron’ 

similar horrible experience.

Thirteen years have gone by, and how great has been our 
Our high hopes have been shattered, and the pros-

assured to-day than they were indisillusionment.* 
pects of permanent peace ere no more 
1918.

’Tis true we have tried to do something which we hoped 
For ten years we have had the League of Nations,

and the settlement 
All of the great

would prevent war.
whose definite purpose is the promotion of peace 
of international controversy by peaceful means, 
nations, with the exception of Russia and the United States have 
pledged their word to support these laudable aims. We have our 
Locarno and Washington pacts, we have the Kellogg-Briand treaty which 
registers the determination of over sixty countries, including the 
United States of America and Russia, -

1. That they condemn recourse to war for the solution 
of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument of 
national policy in their relations with one another.

2. They declare that the settlement or solution of all 
disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they 
may be which may arise among them shall never be sought except by 
pacific means. Could anything be more explicit?

. ___________________
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The history of the past has taught us, and the history 
of the present confiras most emphatically, that these solemn engage­
ments are easily disregarded.
Manchuria between China and Japan, 
and I have no doubt it has been great, Japan has broken her word and 
prostituted her pledge by her warlike actions in the last month.
With inexcusable effrontery she has defied the League of Nations, 
which seems to be as powerless as it has been weak.

Witness what is now happening in
Whatever the irritation by. China,

I believe the League made a great mistake in inviting a 
representative of the United States of America to join the Council 
Board. It attached great importance to that move, believing that if 
the United States united with the League in this Sino-Japanese struggle, 
it would lead to permanent association on the part of that country.
That political move seems to have loomed larger in the eyes of the 
League than the struggle itself, - or did they know that the League 
would fail, and wish to have the United States of America associated 
with the failure? Whatever happened at Geneva, Japan in her dis­
pute with China has adopted war as an instrument of national policy, 
despite her agreement to the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 
international agreements of the kind mentioned.’

So much for

We must have something else, if we are to have peace. 
Another world war would set back the clock of civilization a thousand 
years.
thought, and shudder at the possibilities of havoc in the next war, if 
it should occur.

Every thinking nan and woman must shrink in horror at the

By the amounts spent on Armaments - that is, on prepara- 
- one must conclude that nations still regard war as 

normal, and as likely to occur. The economic depression and the 
ruin and suffering it has brought is due to the waste of war, more 
than to any other factor.

tion for war

Despite the fact that the war cost Great Britain more than 
fifty thousand million dollars, and cost Canada more than two thousand 
million, France more than forty thou.sc.nd million, U.S.A. more than 
twenty-five thousand million, Italy more than seventeen thousand 
million, - we seem to go gaily on preparing for anotherJ 
Honourable Phillip Snowden pointed out last year that Great Britain had 
to r-ise annually from taxes for national expenditure a sum in excess 
of three thousand million dollars, and he added that three quarters of 
that sum was spe*nt on paying for past wars and preparing for future 
wars. The people of Canada are each year paying one hundred and 
sixty-five million dollars more in taxes because of the Great War]
And, in spite of this colossal burden, the world expenditure on Arma­
ments is nearly five thousand millions of dollars, of which sixty per 
cent is expended by European countries, twenty per cent by the United 
States, and twenty per cent by the rest of the world - far more than 
ever before.

The Right
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Not only are the armed forces of the world greater m
General staffs,numbers, but they are infinitely stronger in quality, 

with their scientific and technical experts are working with feverish
of destruction and perfect the existing ones.

methods of aerial
haste to devise new means
The extended range and greater accuracy of guns, new 
bombardment, the deadly new poison gas, the greater range and armament 
of the improved submarines, all combine to make the armaments of to­
day many, many times more dangerous and destructive than those of
yesterday.

For stop it must, 
We hear something

When is this madness going to stop? 
or the world will plunge headlong to destruction, 
these days of an armament truce for a year, beginning November first 

I am told it has begun - with reservations - a word fatallast, 
to hope.

that theI am sure you will join with me in praying 
next Disarmament Conference is a success, that it succeeds in bring­
ing about an honest and universal reduction in the killing and wounding 
power of arms. It will do no good, in fact, it would have the 
opposite effect, if one nation disarms honestly, and others do not. 
Disarmament must be honest, must be mutual, must be universal.

all in the same boat.
The question of Disarmament

TheyNations, if they only realized
sink or float together, in the - . ,
must be placed on the high plane of universal requirement, and aeair 

spirit free from prejudice and selfish consideration.

, are

with in a

3.
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, P.^.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Thank you very much indeed for yours of the 16th and for 
the copy of your radio address. I am having a few copies 
made here as there have been a number of requests for 
them. Undoubtedly the radio appeal reached an extraordin­
arily large number of people. I have been flooded with 
requests for copies of the petition, from </estern Canada 
in particular, and more than one of the writers says that 
he listened to you with great interest and, as he served 
under you in Prance, wishes to have copies of the petition 
to circulate.

Thanking you again, I am,

Yours sincerely,
ft

(Dictated but written in 
CPM/NM

C.P. Meredith 
General Secretaryabsence)

■
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CANADA GAZETTE - LONDON

NOIES OF THE WEEK

Wanted - A "Permanent Peace".

That Genera). Sir Arthur Currie, commander of the

Canadian Corps in the latter part of the Great War, and now 

Principal of McGill University, is a master of English prose, 

as well as a gallant soldier, we are once more reminded by 

an Armistice Day speech contained in the last Canadian mail. 

The first paft of this address, broadcast from a McGill 

Graduates* Society meeting, wqs a moving tribute to the 

youth of the university who laid down their lives in 

France and Flanders - typical Canadian men, whose 

experiences, reactions, and sacrifice "typify the eternal 

response of youth to do their share in the crisis of the 

Then, going on to speak of their unfinished task, 

and of their deathless faith and purpose, Sir Arthur pointed 

to hate and injustice still enthroned, the return of old 

fears, and the absence yet of security, 

he said strikingly, "only an Armistice, 

a permanent peace ?"

world".

"We have still",

Can we not make it

-.
Vf
.i
t'
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General Sir Arthur Currie, speaking on 
behalf of Disarmament, in an all-Canada 
Radio hook-up, Armistice Night, November 
the 11th, 1931.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the anniversary of Armistice Day, that day 
thirteen years ago when the last shot in the Great War was fired.
Many memories crowded our minds then - memories that are still vivid, 
but there is one of which I would speak.
fervent prayer of thanks to the Great Ruler of the Universe that the 
terrible conflict was over, that the cruel slaughter had ceased.
Having killed eleven million of their fellow men, having seen twenty 
million others mutilated and smashed by bullets, shells and bombs, 
having made nine million war orphans and five million war widows, 
having rendered ten million homeless, men swore that these things 
must not happen again, 
for had not chauvinists on both sides, and pacifists, too, declared 
that it was "a war to end war” and the only path to an enduring peace. 
That was the belief which had sustained men in the darkest hour of the 
struggle:- they would see it through, whatever the cost, so that their 
children ind their c' ildron's children - would never h;.ve to undergo a 
similar horrible experience.

It is the memory of the

And they believed they would not happen,

Thirteen years have gone by, and how great has been our 
Our high hopes have been shattered, and the pros­

pects of permanent peace are no more assured to-day than they were in 
1918.

disillusionment.'

*Tis true we have tried to do something which we hoped 
For ten years we have had the League of Nations,would prevent war.

whose definite purpose is the promotion of peace and the settlement 
of international controversy by peaceful means, 
nations, with the exception of Russia and the United States have 
pledged their word to support these laudable aims.
Locarno and Washington pacts, we have the Kellogg-Briand treaty which 
registers the determination of over sixty countries, including the 
United States of America and Russia, -

All of the great

We have our

1. That they condemn recourse to war for the solution 
of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument of 
national policy in their relations with one another.

2. They declare that the settlement or solution of all 
disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they 
may be which may arise among them shall never be sought except by 
pacific means. Could anything be more explicit?

■ ■
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The history of the past has taught us, and the history 
of the present confirms most emphatically, that these solemn engage­
ments are easily disregarded.
Manchuria between China and Japan, 
and I have no doubt it has been great, Japan has broken her word and 
prostituted her pledge by her warlike actions in the last month.
With inexcusable effrontery she has defied the League of Nations, 
which seems to be as powerless as it has been weak.

Witness what is now happening in
Whatever the irritation by China,

I believe the League made a great mistake in inviting a 
representative of the United States of America to join the Council

It attached great importance to that move, believing that if 
the United States united with the League in this Sino-Japanese struggle, 
it would lead to permanent association on the part of that country.
That political move seems to have loomed larger in the eyes of the 
League than the struggle itself, - or did they know that the League 
would fail, and wish to have the United States of America associated 
with the failure? Whatever happened at Geneva, Japan in her dis­
pute with China has adopted war as an instrument of national policy,

So much for

Board.

despite her agreement to the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 
international agreements of the kind mentioned.1

We must have something else, if we are to have pjeace. 
Another world war would set back the clock of civilization a thousand 

Every thinking man and woman must shrink in horror at the 
thought, and shudder at the possibilities of havoc in the next war, if 
it should occur.

years.

By the amounts spent on Armaments - that is, on prepara­
tion for war - one must conclude that nations still regard war as

The economic depression and the
more

normal, and as likely to occur, 
ruin and suffering it has brought is due to the waste of war 
than to any other factor.

Despite the fact that the war cost Great Britain more than 
fifty thousand million dollars, and cost Canada more than two thousand 
million, France more than forty thousand million, U.S.A. more than 
twenty-five thousand million, Italy more than seventeen thousand 
million, - we seem to go gaily on preparing for another.' The Right 
Honourable Phillip Snowden pointed out last year that Great Britain had 
to r~ise annually from taxes for national expenditure a sum in 
of three thousand million dollars, and he added that three quarters of 
that sum was sneint on paying for past wars and nrepering for future 
wars.

excess

The people of Canada are each year paying one hundred and 
sixty-five million dollars more in taxes because of the Great War2 
And, in spite of this colossal burden, the world expenditure on Arma­
ments is nearly five thousand millions of dollars, of which sixty per 
cent is expended by European countries, twenty per cent by the United 
States, and twenty per cent by the rest of the world - far more than 
ever before.
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Not only are the armed forces of the world greater in 
numbers, but they are infinitely stronger in quality, 
with their scientific and technical experts are working with feverish 
haste to devise new means of destruction and perfect the existing ones. 
The extended range and greater accuracy of guns, new methods of aerial 
bombardment, the deadly new poison gas, the greater range and armament 
of the improved submarines, all combine to make the armaments of to­
day many, many times more dangerous and destructive than those of 
yesterday.

General staffs,

When is this madness going to stop? 
or the world will plunge headlong to destruction, 
these days of an armament truce for a year, beginning November first 
last, 
to hope.

For stop it must, 
We hear something

I am told it has begun - with reservations - a word fatal

I am sure you will join with me in praying that the 
next Disarmament Conference is a success, that it succeeds in bring­
ing about an honest and universal reduction in the killing and wounding 
power of arms.
opposite effect, if one nation disarms honestly, and others do not. 
Disarmament must be honest, must be mutual, must be universal.
Nations, if they only realized it, ere all in the same boat, 
sink or float together, in the end.
must be placed on the high plane of universal requirement, and dealt 
with in a spirit free from prejudice and selfish consideration.

It will do no good, in fact, it would have the

They
The question of Disarmament
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General Sir Arthur Currie, speaking on 
behalf of Disarmament, in an all-Canada 
Radio hook-up, Armistice Night, November 
the 11th, 1931.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the anniversary of Armistice Day, that day 
when the last shot in the Great War was fired.

- memories that are still vivid 
It is the memory of the

thirteen years ego
Many memories crowded our minds then 
but there is one of which I would speak, 
fervent prayer of thanks to the Great Ruler of the Universe that the 
terrible conflict was over, that the cruel slaughter had ceased.
Having killed eleven million of their fellow men, having seen twenty 
million others mutilated and smashed by bullets, shells and bombs, 
having made nine million war orphans and five million war widows, 
having rendered ten million homeless, men swore that these things 
must not happen again. And they believed they would not happen, 
for had not chauvinists on both sides, and pacifists, too, declared 
that it was "a war to end war" and the only path to an enduring peace. 
That was the belief which had sustained men in the darkest hour of the 
struggle:- they would see it through, whatever the cost, so that their 
children and their o’ il fir on’s children -ouïe. never have to undergo a

.

similar horrible experience.

Thirteen years have gone by, and how great has been our 
Our high hopes have been shattered, and the pros-

assured to-day than they were in
disillusionment.’ 
pects of permanent peace ere no more 
1918.

•Tis true we have tried to do something which we hoped 
would prevent war. For ten years we have had the League of Nations, 
whose definite purpose is the promotion of peace and the settlement 
of international controversy by peaceful means. All of the great 
nations, with the exception of Russia and the United States have 
pledged their word to support these laudable aims.
Locarno and Washington pacts, we have the Kellogg-Briand treaty which 
registers the determination of over sixty countries, including the 
United States of America and Russia, -

1. That they condemn recourse to war for the solution 
of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument of 
national policy in their relations with one another.

2. They declare that the settlement or solution of all 
disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they 
may be which may arise among them shall never be sought except by 
pacific means.

We have our

■u

Could anything be more explicit?
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®ie history of the past has taught us, and the history 
oi the present confirms most emphatically, that these solemn engage­
ments are easily disregarded. Witness what is now happening in 
Manchuria between China and Japan. Whatever the irritation by China, 
and I have no doubt it has been great, Japan has broken her word and 
prostituted her pledge by her warlike actions in the last month.
With inexcusable effrontery she has defied the League of Nations, 
which seems to be as powerless as it has been weak.

I believe the League made a great mistake in inviting a 
representative of the United States of America to join the Council

attached great importance to that move, believing that if 
the United States united with the League in this Sino-Japanese struggle, 

wouid lead to permanent association on the part of that country. 
t 8 P° 1 lcad move seems to have loomed larger in the eyes of the 
League than the struggle itself, - or did they know that the League 
would fail, and wish to have the United States of America associated 
ith the failure? Whatever happened at Geneva, Japan in her dis­

pute with China has adopted war as an instrument of national policy, 
despite her agreement to the Kellogg-Briand Pact. - So much for 
international agreements of the kind mentioned^

muet have something else, if we are to have peace, 
nother world war would set back the clock of civilization a thousand 

years. Every thinking nan and woman must shrink in horror at the 
thought, and shudder at the possibilities of havoc in the next war, if 
it should occur.

By the amounts spent on Armaments - that is,
- one must conclude that notions still regard war as 

normal, and as likely to occur. The economic depression and the 
rum and suffering it has brought is due to the 
than to any other factor.

on prepara­tion for war

waste of war, more

Despite the fact that the war cost Great Britain more than 
i y thousand million dollars, and cost Canada more than two thousand 

million, France more than forty thousand million, U.S.A. more than 
wenty-five thousand million, Italy more than seventeen thousand 

million, - we seem to go gaily on preparing for another.' The Right 
Honourable Phillip Snowden pointed out last year that Great Britain had 
to r ise annually from taxes for national expenditure a sum in excess 
of three thousand million dollars, and he added that three quarters of 
that sum was spejnt on paying for past wars and preparing for future 
wars. The people of Canada are each year paying one hundred and 
sixty-five million dollars more in taxes because of the Great War.' 
And, in spite of this colossal burden, the world expenditure on Arma­
ments is nearly five thousand millions of dollars, of which sixty per 
cent is expended by European countries, twenty per cent by the United 
States, and twenty per cent by the rest of the world - far more than 
ever before.
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armed forces of the world greater in
General staffs,Not only are the

numbers, but they are infinitely stronger in quail y. -fpvprish
with their scientific end technical experts ere working Wlth^fewer
haste to devise new means of destruction and per f aerial
The extended range and greater accuracy of guns new methods of jeer 
bombardment, the deadly new poison gas, the greater range and anrnme 
S the improved submarines, all combine to make the °Jft0

times more dangerous and destructive than those oiday many, many 
yesterday.

When is this madness going to stop? For sto£ it must, 
or the world will plunge headlong to destruction. We hear S01£e^ns 
these days of an aLament truce for a year, beginning November first 

I am toll” bas begun - with reservations - a word fatal
last, 
to hope.

that the

-rrurr,:.::
opposite effect, if one nation disarms honestly and others do no . 
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November 20 th, 19J1,

Brigadier seneral Victor v. Odium, C.B., D.S.ô 
The Vancouver Star,

Vancouver, B. C,
• »

sa s
to very p ' * ‘ ‘ 
ur should

Ton take exception to ay language (and I 
quote from your own editorial)*

"Japan, he declared, had broken her word and 
proatituted her pledge by. her warlike action», and 
with inexcusable effrontery had defied the League 
of ,ations, ?he League of Mations seemed to be 
******* P®w«*I«ss. It,had made a great mistake, 
in his opinion, In inviting a representative of 
the united States to Join the Council Board."

I ask you the plain question. Has 
not Japan broken her word and prostituted her pledge 
and has she not defied the League of liât lone?

upon mo underthe • Sir

_ het me first say, between ourselves,
that I am of the opinion that Manchuria would be as 
well gov«rne * that hor social condition would be as 
favourable to the welfare of the people living there, 
if that state was aoministored by the Japanese Instead 
being under Chinese control. Th-,t Is not the point 
at issi^a Jflï-r The point Is that as one of the 
nations of the world Japan has subscribed to the Hague
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Convention In which it is declared that before a nation 
makes w^r on another she will give warning» Japan gave no 
warning to China but, like a thief In the night, she 
entered Ifokdon, seized, the Armoury, seized 150 aeroplanes, 
and killed and wounded some of the guard» Japan is one 
of the signatories to the Washington Paot of 1928, whereby 
the great nations of the world solemnly declare that they 
will not violate the integrity of Chinese sovereignty» 
Japan has broken har word given in that treaty» Japan 
Is a member of the League of Nations and has again broken 
her word» she is a signatory of the Kellogg Briand Paot 
in which she made certain pledges, and I maint a In,*, with 
every Justifioatlon, that she has prostituted her word 
in that regard.

Furthermore, aha has, from the very beginning, 
defied the League of Nations! end I think my words "Inexcu­
sable effrontery’" are Justified» 13y God, Odium, where are 
we going to land If nations, after making the most solemn 
obligations, break their word? !£hat is the point I am 
trying to get at. It is the moral issues oonoerned in 
this thing that are at stakes and of all people from whom 
I expected support, you are the one. 
all for an individual who breaks his word, nor for a nation 
who breaks its word as brazenly and as blatantly as Japan 
has done»

I have no use at

By this morning*e press, 1 note that Japan 
announces that it is too late now for her to withdraw 
from Kanohurla, that she must remain in permanent pos­
session»
gone in and seized the whole northeastern part of China 
and the rest of the nations have stood quietly by and 
have acquiesced, with scarcely a protest*

il'hat does this man? It means that she has

I wonder. Odium, if the real truth of the 
matter is not this, that the great nations of the world, 
that is. Great Britain, Frame and the United States 
have all along, swearing that they would ne*er consent, 
.consented? I wonder If they have not let the Japanese 
know that they were not really very much opposed to 
Japan having Manchuria, and that while they would make 
protests and write notes they would never do anything to 
embarrass that country? If that is so, we are right baok 
to the days of eeeret diplomacy and balance of power, and 
this League of Nations and the Kellogg-Briand Paot are not 
worth a damn - and you know it. Let me repeat that I 
do hot oare much whether Japan has Manchuria or whether 
China has it, but I do care, and most profoundly care, 
whether a nation can break its word with impunity. If 
so, what is the good of treaties and what is the good of 
pacts,and the old atmosphere of dlstrlst and suspicion 
must still prevail.

V.ISIImmmmV
;v/I .m.
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\àtionalRepublican (tub <ér
54-56Wbst 40t>l Street 

NewYork

/OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 22, 1931.

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.
Dear General Currie:

I venture to recall myself to you as having been 
General Pershing's Chief of Staff for the first year 
of the American Expeditionary Forces in France and 
having one time visited your headquarters with him, and 
having met you at a later date when I had the pleasure 
of hearing you address the Canadian Club of New York.

I happen to be, for this year, President of the 
National Republican Club, 54 West RQt<n Street, New York 
City. That- Club, under its constitution, holds seven 
Saturday Discussions each winter. These are non-partisan. 
They are preceded by a luncheon, which is attended by 
both sexes and where no questions are asked as to the 
political faith of the guests or speakers, at 1:00 p.m., 
at the Club House, 54 West 40th Street. These discussions

The size of the hook-up is determined byare broadcast, 
the desire of the various stations of the National 
Broadcasting chain to have the discussions.

We have, on each day, one speaker who presides 
/ over the meeting and states the general outlines, its 
/ high lights and the importance of the.subject and, in 

some cases, introduces the other two speakers. The time 
allotted to each of the three is twenty minutes.

On January l6th we are discussing the subject of
The discussion of the main theme"World Disarmament". might take the direction of the needs of national defense; 

the problems .of disarmament; and the burdens £nat reOTKea 
armament would lift from the world. Major General DennTs 
E. Nolan will present tEe needs of the national defense 
of this country from the standpoint of the Army, ana 
Congressman Carl Vinson of the State of Georgia, wno is 
the Senior Democratic member of the Naval Committee o- 
the House of Representatives, will make similar 
presentation from the side of the Navy.

_________________________________________________________________________________ __________
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The Committee on these discussions, of which former 
Postmaster General Will H. Hays is the Chairman, is 
unanimous in directing me to request that you attend that 
meeting of January l6th as its Chairman and make the 
twenty minute presentation of the general subject of 
Disarmament, particularly as to the burdens that reduced 
armament would lift from the world. I :ary for
me to say that I add my personal invitation to that of the 
Committee. You would have a good audience, - an unrivalled 
audience if we consider the radio.

I do not know, of course, what your views on 
Disarmament are but I suppose, as a Canadian, they would not 
be very dissimilar to those of the average public man in 
this country outside of the military services.

It would mean a great deal to us to have you as the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian troops during the War 
and in your present important position at the head of a 
great university. No one else from outside of the United 
States is being invited to any of these meetings.

If you will honor us by acceptance the Club will be 
very glad to bear the expenses of yourself and Lady Currie.

I hope very much that you can see your way to accept 
our invitation.

Very sincerely,

Please address your reply to me at - 
570 Lexington Avenue, New York.



Ottawa, Canada. 
October 26, 1931.

Dear General Currie:
General Harbord, my old Chief, has just 

sent me a copy of his invitation to you to address 

the National Republican Club, together with a plea 

that I do what I can to persuade you to accept it.

He was, next to General Pershing, undoubtedly the most 
outstanding officer'in our Expeditionary Forces, and is 

Chairman of the Board of the Radio Corporation ofnow
andHe is a tremendously worth-while person, 

while I am not as well acquainted as I might be with the 

activities of the National Reoubli can Club I do know that 

he would not invite you down to any occasion which was

What is more, I am sure

America.

not worthy of your presence, 
that you would enjoy getting to know General Harbord 

better because he is one of our great national figures

and as fine a gentleman and soldier as my country has

General Sir Arthur W. Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal, Canada.

a
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ever produced. He is one of the very few men in 

our history who rose from the ranks to Chief of 

Staff, and I am sure you can understand what qualities 

he must have to have achieved that distinction.

I am, Sir,

Yours very respectfully,

I I



; :____ ___________

e

October 27th, 1931.

General J. G. Harbord,
President, National Republican Club, 
54, West 40th Street,
Hew York, H. Y.

Let me thank you sInoerely for the 
Invitation contained in your letter of October 22nd, 
to act as Chairman of the Saturday meeting of the 
Rational Republican Club, to be held on January 16th 
next, when the subject of uiscussion will be 'World 
Disarmament."

I gladly accept this limitation, 
for Disarmament is a subject in which I am profoundly 
interested. Lady Currie will accompany me.

Of course, I remember you very 
well, not only in France, but in Hew York, when I 
met you on several occasions since the War.

Looking forward with much pleasure
to seeing you again,

. I am.

Bver yours faithfully.1



______________________________
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October 27th, 1931»

Honourable Hanford HeHlder, 
Legation of the United States of 
Ottawa, Ontario*

America,

Dear Hr. HoNider,

. . ,In reply to your letter
lot me say that I have already written 
Harbord saying that I would oladly 
on the date mentioned, for the purpose of presiding 
at ® discussion on World Disarmament. It Is a 
euDVect In which 1 am profoundly Interested*

With all good wishes,

I am,

Tours faithfully,

of yesterday 
to Gen ral 

go to Hew Tork

Principal.
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‘ \ationalRepublican (lub
54-56West 40th Street

New York

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 29, 1931*

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.

Dear General Currie:

.

.

letter of October 27thI am delighted to get your ,
and to know you and Lady Currie will come down for the
meeting on January l6th.

guests of some friends in the City 
choice of hotels and we will do the

Unless you are 
please go to your 
rest.

If there is any change in the programmas to 
hours or anything of that sort, I will notij.\ .-oa a.n 
I will send you un some data later regarding General 
Nolan and Judge Vinson who are the other two speakers 
and wrhom you will introduce on that occasion.

Once more let me say how glad I am that you are
coming.

Sincerely yours,
foe
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ROOM 1618

570 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITYBÜm
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January 15, 1932.
Dear General Currie:

the rese^iSnVÆï îuîteTorToSî^
lngyherrwïto you!" dellghted that rou ara »ring-

It Fill give Mrs. Harbord and I much pleasure to call for you to take you to the 
National Republican Club between twelve 
and twelve thirty tomorrow.

vou SOme notes Ylhlch wil1 assistVinson 1 troduclnS General Nolan and Congressman

I am looking forward to seeing

m■
■
*y

fifteen

you again.

Sincerely yours,
9

*

General Sir Arthur W. Currie Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, ' 
Park Ave. & 50th Street,New York.

■■
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' National..Republican (liib
54-56West 40 ^Street 

NewYrirk

-

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

December 17, 1931.

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal and Vice Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.

-r

6
Dear General Currie:

Because of the keen interest displayed by the press 
in the occasion of your talk at the Saturday Luncheon 
Discussion of the National Republican Club on January 16th, 
please let me urge upon you our special needs with regard 
to press arrangements.

The timeliness of your subject and the fact of its 
broadcasting make it the more imperative that we do all

Because of the specialpossible to accommodate the press, 
importance of the situation this year, I have accepted the 
volunteer services of Mr. Roy Norr, Public Relations Counsel, 
who has nlaced the facilities of his firm at my command in

I know, of course, 
Nevertheless, I urge -handling the requirements of the press, 

the pressing demands upon your time.
1. That you send me an advance copy of your 

remarks at the earliest possible moment;
2. If it is impossible to send a textual copy 

that you send me in advance such excerpts 
as you are able to prepare from your notes;

3. That if you are unable to comply with 
either of the above requests, you send me 
in advance a paraphrase of your remarks 
for the use of the press.

News representatives, of course, will be present at 
the discussions. But I am anxious that your remarks get the 
fullest possible showing in the press, and the best assur­
ance of this is to have your address in hand, in one form or 
another, for distribution by our publicity counsel.

I have asked General Nolan and Congressman Vinson to 
send you a copy of their remarks, if available, in order 
that you may possibly avoid crossing wires with each other.
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We are looking forward to your visit and shall 
expect you and Lady Currie at the Club House, 54 West 
40th Street, at not later than 12:45 P.M. on Saturday, 
January 16th.

Sincerely yours,
i

Please address your reply to me at - 
570 Lexington Avenue, New Yorl.



in

January
Twelfth
1932.

General J. G. Barbord,
President, National Republican Club, 
570 Lexington Avenue,
New York, Ï.Ï.

Dear General Harbord:

I em enclosing in this letter a copy 
of what I propose to say next Saturday in New York. I wish I 
could have sent this to you earlier, but it so happens that I 
spent practically the entire Christmas vacation in bed suffering 
from a severe attack of tonsilitis. I do not know whether this 
will sound to you .as satisfactory, but I think it should not 
take more than the twenty minutes allowed. If I find that it is 
likely to exceed that limit, I shall cut it down.

I am not sure whether cy wife will 
accompany me or not - she is not very well at the present time.

Although the weather in Montreal has been very delightful,it has been very changeable.

Ever yours faithfully,
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HEADQUARTERS 2ND CORPS AREA
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

GOVERNORS ISLAND, NEW YORK

January 13 , 
1932.

General Sir Arthur Currie, Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal, Canada.

My dear General Currie:

At the suggestion of 
General Harbord, I am sending you a copy 
of the twenty minute discussion I am to make 
in regard to the Reduction and Limitation of 
Land Armaments at the Saturday Luncheon Discussion 
at the National Republican Club on January 16th.

Looking forward to 
meeting you on that occasion, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

D. E. NOLAN 
Major General, U. S. Army.
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79.36 ^ 
7.20

1.20

Ha,Id 1^ Canadian funds *

Railway fares
Pulman chairs N.Y.-Montreal 
Taxi and porters to station 

at Montreal

Paid In Amorlean funds

Nov/ York hotel 
Incidentals, taxis, meals 
on trains, porters, etc.

5*3.35expenses

22.24

ïïith all kind wishes ,
I am.

Ever yours faithfully.

87.76

; 65.59

Iîy dear General.

_ . , , 1 say how much I enjoyed meeting
°ï??rtUalty °f addre8slne the members 

îh ^ l0;al attpaWic»n Club. Thank you very much 
for the courtesy extended to me while in New York.

-he following is a memorandum of myexpenses:

January 13th ,
1 9 3 2 .

General J. G. Harbord,
President, National Republican Club, 
570 Lexington Avenue,
New York City.
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Rational Republican (Tub
54-56West 40th Street 

NewYbrk

January 20, 1932.
General Sir Arthur W. Currie,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.
Dear General Currie:

Thank you for your letter of January 18th, 
and I will have the check sent to you with as little 
delay as possible.

It was a great privilege for me to see you 
again, and we are getting favorable comment from all 
sides on your address. It made a great impression.

With my compliments to Lady Currie and best 
wishes for yourself,

Faithfully yours,
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F*R E 9lD^NT 

JAMES O.HARBC

y Yàfionall^epiibUcan (TubVies PRESIDENTS 
SIM'ON GUGGENHEIM 
JESSE S. PHILLIPS 
OSCAR W. EH R H OR N

cable address
“N ATR E PCLUB”ô-f-56 Ti rest 'fO^Street 

NewYork
RECORDING SECRETARY 
ABRAHAM I. MEN I N

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
LORAN T. HOSTETLER

TREASURER 
CHARLES E.HEYCTr

TELEPHONE 

PE N N SYLVAN IA 6-9100

February 3, 1932.

General Sir Arthur W. Currie,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
Magi 11 University,
Montreal, Canada,

Dear Sir-

I enclose herewith National Republican Club check, 

in ©mount of $146,57, te cover your expenses to New York, 

at which time you addressed our Saturday Siscussion.

Yours very truly,

Treasurer

»

B
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HEADQUARTERS 2ND CORPS AREAn OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

GOVERNORS ISLAND, NEW YORK

February 18, 
1952.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal and Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada.

My dear General Gurrie:

Thank you very much for 
your courtesy in mailing me a copy of your 
address before the National Republican Club 
of New York on January 16th, and I assure you 
that I am delighted to have your very splendid 
remarks in writing that I may continually refer 
to them.

With every cordial
good wish to you, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

ST 'Tïrc ■
D. E. NOLAN 

Major General, U. S. Army.



^àtiomilRepublican (li/b
54-56West 40^Street 

NewYbrk
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

February 19, 1932.

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Vice Chancellor,
McGill University, 
Montreal,
Canada.

Dear General Currie:

given atlhetaïionS Mlcan S^and ?°am 

too that you sent me the number you did for I 
tribute them to friends who will be very glad indeed 
to have them. I have heard a great many complimentary 
References to that address, not only from those who 
were present but from others who heard it over the radio.

can dis-

Currie^kindly^6 winter weather is using you and Lady

Mrs. Harbord joins me in regards to you both.

Sincerely yours,



KlI -CHANCELLOR
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OF MoGILL UNIVERSITY
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Delivered at a luncheon 
National Republican Club in New 
York, Saturday, January 16, 1932 
and broadcast over a nation-wide 
network by the National Broadcasting 
Company

the
T’s A t
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ABSTRACT OF AN ADDRESS BY GENERAL SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE,

I am not going to repeat the usual platitudes about the com­

mon interests, the common language, the common traditions, and all 

those other natural and sentimental ties that bind your country and

It is no longer necessary; while we do not forget these

I believe the time has come when

mine.

things we cease to speak of them, 

our mutual friendliness, our neighbourliness, our unselfish interest

in each other’s welfare, can be taken for granted. Yet in those 

peaceful relations of many generations standing, there is a lesson 

to be learned, an all-important, a fundamental lesson in internation­

al relationships. Some may say that in our case the maintenance of 

peace is so obviously good business that such materially-minded 

people as ourselves would not act otherwise. I admit that. But 

peace is always good business. I think you will agree with me, 

ever, that our peaceful relations have prevailed not because we have

how-

" DISARMAMENT"

*

From AMES & NORR,
468 Fourth Avenue, New York. January 16, 1932.

For NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CLUB

For Release After 5 P.M. Saturday, January 16, 1952

_____________________________________________ __________________
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made treaties to abstain from war, or to abstain from making war 

instrument of national policy, (treaties have played very little 

part in our international diplomacy) - but that the real reason for 

tais happy history is that the peace betv/een your country and mine 

has not been merely a negative peace, but a positive peace, founded 

on beliefs and sentiments of mutual friendship and mutual self- 

interest.

an

In giving consideration to the views on Disarmament advanced 

by our soldiers and sailors, let us always remember that when 

comes it is their lives which are first sacrificed, that they usually 

are not politicians and speak in the most direct and outspoken 

and that they cannot forget,- they must not forget their sacred

war

manner,

responsioility to advise what they consider best for the safety 

their country under all circumstances.
of

They are not responsible for
political relationships ; they take these as they find them and they 

advise accordingly. It would be most unfair and unjust to say that 
our sailors and soldiers are all anti-disarmament, for I am sure 
that nonest mutual universal disarmament would find among them many

champions. I know that one of the dearest hopes of the men who ac­

tually fought in the last great war - the one which most sustained 

them in those tragic days - was that their efforts, if victorious, 

would put an end to all war. In every mess on the Western Front 
through four long years one heard this hope expressed* it sustained

through every ordeal, 

controlled the destinies of Europe entertained such hopes, but I do 

know that thousands, yea hundreds of thousands, of citizens sacri­

ficed their happiness, their health, their fortune and their hopes

us I do not know how many of the men who then
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of fortune, and their lives in the hope of winning permanent peace 

for their children and for generations yet unborn.

I was one of that number - alas now sadly disillusioned.

Let me add that

And while

I am now unalterably opposed to excessive armaments and support to 

the best of my ability, honest, fair and universal disarmament, I

If unfortunately my country were forced intoam not a pacifist. 

another war I would offer my services willingly but not gladly, and

I would carry out every duty faithfully and zealously, although I 

know that war is not a game of "bumble-puppy” - that its business

is killing.

Let me say at once that the subject we are discussing today 

cannot be discussed in terms of partisan politics, nor can it be

That has beendiscussed from the point of view of one country alone, 

the weakness of every conference on disarmament. 

too much partisan politics, far too much national politics and far

There has been far

too little world policy. Disarmament is not a question for any one 

party or for any one country; it is a question for the world. 

must get outside the bounds of party and of country if we are to 

give it the consideration it deserves and requires. Unless we are 

prepared to recognize that the nations of the world are more than 

ever dependent on one another and that the social, economic and cul­

tural welfare of one is vitally influenced by the social, economic 

and cultural welfare of the others, unless we will approach the con­

sideration of this qi estion in that spirit, we cannot be hopeful of 

a successful or satisfactory issue from any disarmament conference. 

As long as each nation seeks only to make herself secure against any 

possible combination of attack, as long as the present wasteful com­

petition in armament continues unabated, as long as only a selfish

We
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nationalistic mentality sways the minds 
it oe .futile to talk of national disarmament.

of nations, just so long will

I do not think it is my function, 
forgivable presumption to suggest what 
take on this question.

indeed it would be an un­
action your country should

But I am bold enough to say that I think the
United States is in the best position to lead the way, to set the
example. Providence has blessed you: you are the richest of nations 

are safest in your geographical position;in a material sense ; you 
you are not suspect;
are involved; your position is unique and

; you are not involved as the nations of Europe

your influence unlimited.
I am here to emphasize its importance, 

is like, and to plead for
to tell you what war 

I base the pleaa real peace mentality.
on several things.

First, the maintenance of large and excessive national arma­
ments creates 
contributed by the tax

heavy overhead charge against the national exchequer

-payers of the community, and therefore makes
debts, both public and private, very 

impossible.

the payment of all international
difficult and perhaps sometimes 
purely protective and

Armaments should be
precautionary.

Second, no nation can be trusted to 
at its disposal unlimited force, 
always a human temptation to use them, 
to promote peace but to be used when 
therefore, dangerous to all parties interested,
Further, armaments in the long run really do not create national

preserve peace which has
because the possession of arms is

Arms are not meant primarily
the blood runs high and are, 

armed and unarmed.

security. The over-armed or super-armed nation only succeeds in 
arousing the bitterness and hate of its enemies and the suspicions
of its friends.
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Third, as I see it, a measure of disarmament is the only 

thing we can now do quickly to give direct proof of that feeling 

of friendship for each other which is, and alone can he the basis of 

And let us not forget that the profitable investment of 

large sums of private capital in the production and sale of armaments 

creates a powerful economic interest in the community interested in 

War profiteering is by no means limited to war times.

real peace.

war.

The world at the present time regards war as a normal condi­

tion, as something which is inevitable and only in temporary suspense. 

How for instance, would any of us define peace? 

fine peace ?
How does anyone de­

fine people out of ten will say "Peace is when there is

That definition is wrong, it, misleads, but it is how v/e dono war.

look a£. it.

War is just as definite a fact for most of humanity as the 

lava in an active volcano to the people who live on its flanks, 

volcano may be silent for a year, for ten years, for a century, but 
the frightful cauldron is boiling all the time and on the appointed 

day comes the bursting of the crater, the crash and roar and flame, 

the river of molten rock flowing over the land, overv/helming all in 

its path, leaving terror, death and destruction in its v/ake.

In the next war (if we cannot do something now to prevent war) 
the nations will kill, maim, wound, destroy, ruthlessly - and it will 

not make any difference whether the victims are soldiers or civilians. 

It is folly to suppose that "rules" for the conduct of war will be

The

observed, as in an athletic contest, or that there can ever be 
"humane warfare". The end of v/ar is slaughter, and from that s laugh- 

You cannot escape, you cannot shelterter civilians are not immune.
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yourselves by oelng civilians, for in modern warfare 
be ignored that can weaken the morale 
ening of the morale of 
the destroying of armies.

no weapon will 
The weak-

enemy civilians will be just as important as
of the other side.

Hâtions now are using all the arts they ever knew and all the 
science They have mastered, to destroy, wholesale, and they will 
continue to do so as long as we will have 
no use whatever to say that

In future it will bewar.
we must not use poison gas, we must not

spread disease germs, we must not kill civilians, 
submarine warfare,

we must not have
must not destroy hospital ships, we must not 

must not drop bombs on undefended towns.
we

bomb hospitals, we All
1,11656 thlngs — A be done> and the people who live in the remote 
parts of countries will he tilled just as horribly and cruelly as 
those in the uar Zone>~ and more frightfully, because they will have
no protection.

Let me give you a picture of actual results of the 
ended in 1918, the

war that
'that was to endwar war ". 11,000,000 dead! 

tney were buried side by side, the graveyard would extend from
If

New York to San Francisco, from Gibraltar to Moscow, 
orphans| 5,000,000 war widows ;

9,000,000 war
20,000,000 helpless wounded broken

In the background of this 
and buildings and human institu­

tions which had been constructed by the toil and sacrifice of

, and 50,000,000 starving unemploj^ed. 
picture are the ruins of churches

men

centuries.

Excessive armaments, I repeat, are.the outward and visible
sa8in °f minds which regard war as normal. Every one of the great 
powers, except Germany, is spending far more on armaments today than
was spent before the war ; one writer puts it at 70% more than in 1913.

, t rvvy:
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Despite all high-sounding phrases and international pacts, the land, 
sea and air forces of 1931 are far more formidable than those of

History has shown us over and over again that nations brought
The world expenditure on arma­

ments today is officially estimated by the League of Nations at forty- 
five hundred million dollars each year.

Gentlemen, it is useless and futile to talk about "the war 
being over", for the whole thought of humanity IS war.

1914.
up to the use of arms will use arms.

There may be
peace here, or peace there, temporarily; but man is essentially and

The volcano may burst out in one place or another, 
the eruption may kill millions or only thousands, but until the
forever at war.

peoples of the world refuse to go on living on the slopes of the 
volcano, sitting on top of the ammunition, there can be no peace.
No, my friends ; nineteen hundred years after the coming of the Prince

It is but nonsense to talk of this orof Peace we are still at war. 
that people as "peace-loving".

You yourselves are spending $2,000,000 a day on war, and
There is no peace; you cannot love a

negation.
no nation has made greater progress since 1918 in promoting the 
strength and effectiveness of its military power. 
the guns are not being fired at this moment does not alter the situa-

The mere fact that

tion:- the hideous fact is that mankind is still at war.
—----

Since the War certain steps have been taken, certain agree­
ments made which it was fondly hoped would lessen the possibility of 

A League of Nations was created and machinery for its
It lacked certain elements of strength from 

your great nation stood out, and Russia was not ad- 
Purthermore, in a world which still thinks in terms of force 

it lacked the means to enforce its wishes and decisions. That positive

hostilities.
functioning established.
its beginning :
mitted.

•5'



Page 8.

weakness has been woefully apparent in recent months and 
in the League rudely shaken.
- and I'll not be thought rude if I intimate that 
pointed

confidence
Then we have relied on Washington Pacts

we’ve been disap-
. And last we had the Kellogg-Briand treaty which registered 

the determination of over 60 countries,
that they condemned recourse to war.... and renounced
it as an instrument of national policy in their rela­
tions with one another; and that the settlement or 
solution of all disputes or conflicts of whatever 
nature..«should never be sought except by pacific

including yours and mine,

means.
Could anything be more explicit ? But how honest were the countries
that signed? Let us be honest. Ii we are not going to use war as
an instrument of national policy, surely we do not require the great 
armaments of today As for the Kellogg-Briand treaty, it has had its
test in the past months in the Orient, that new centre of world 
politics, and there is only one thing to be said of the result: the
iveilogg-^riand treaty has failed, if words mean anything whatever

Those who will fearlessly face facts willexcuses may be offered
see that all these treaties, peace pacts, promises, cannot save us,

long as the_ whole world is bent on piling up the guns and ammuni­
tion, one nation against another.

I" v/ould> however, be poor policy at the present time to advo- 
cate anything like total disarmament, 
along the path of international bitterness 
century past, and especially since that darkest
m human history, the morning of the fourth of August, 1914. All 
tx^at we can do, it seems to me, is to unitedly set our faces in the 
opposite direction, and try every practical thing we can from now on 
to remove all existing causes of international mistrust and fear.

Humanity has travelled too far 
and hate this last half

day that ever dawned
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It is the first definite step.Disarmament is not a phantom.

towards the goal for which we are all striving, the goal that is now 

clouded in the mists of selfishness and prejudice and tradition, but 

which in due time will be attained. Peace is the most practical

subject to talk about in the modern world, 

thought of the world until war becomes unthinkable, the world is

Its salvation is disarmament.

Unless it permeates the

doomed to destruction.

Notwithstanding the views of pessimists and cynics, this

It is a better and greater 

With the years it has moved

world of ours is a world of progress-

world than the world of our fathers-

upward from the jungle, slowly perhaps at times, but nevertheless

Our task in this century is plain - it is to accelerate thesurely.

world's progress towards peace, until the code of the tiger is a code 

of the past and harmony rules the hearts of men and nations..

That must be our greatest contri- 

And that, gentlemen, is not an

That is

the task of the twentieth century, 

bution to the progress of the world.

It is a fact which can be realized by the nations of theidle dream.

world, working in harmony and in mutual regard and faith.

J
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A glance at the expenditures on 
armaments for the last fiscal year as 
compiled by the League of Nations 
reveals the following startling items : 
Soviet Union, $578,942,707 ; United 
States. yf|7-n* non■ trmn f-rw-B-HW 
500; France, $466,980.000; China $94.- 
291,650 ; Germany, $171,923.040; Great 
Britain, $465,255,000, and Italy, $248,- 
946,500. Poland which is a small 
country spent $92,873,000. Canada has 
about the lowest annual exnenditure 
for armaments, 
year’s total for all the countries 
listed is $4,157,931,958, so the dele­
gates to the disarmament confer­
ence have plenty of work in sight.

The women of Canada will be well 
satisfied with Mr. Bennett’s choice 
of a spokeswoman for them in high 
places.

$21,009,200. The
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THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF TEACHING

522 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK
OFFI CE OF THE 

PRESIDENT

February 17, 1932.

Dear Sir Arthur

Thank you for sending me the ten 
comptes of your discussion of disarmament. 
I shall need about that number to send to 
those who expressed special Interest In 
your presentation. You certainly clari­
fied the subject, establishing the large 
values and the proper direction of thought 
and action.

With cordial good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Henry Suzzallo.

Sir Arthur Currie 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada.

S-R.



___________ ______________ ___________________ ________ ___________

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

February 19, 1932.
president’s room

My dear Sir Arthur:

I have received in this morning’s mail a

I have read it withcopy of your address on Disarmament, 

great interest and thoroughgoing approval. Your argument

is unanswerable and is so strong and comes from your own 

experience that I am sending it to President Hoover, 

that his purposes for disarmament will be eniorced by your

I think

words.

With my very warn regards to Lady Currie

and yourself,
-7

Faithfully yours, /
2?/Is?

s 7 * !

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada.

I
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My dear Sir Arthur :

I have received and read with great interest your

admirable address on "Disarmament" delivered on January 16th before the

National Republican Club of New York,

With human nature as it is; apparently quite unchanged 

in its principles and motives by even theterrible cataclysm of the Great

War, I believe that all we can do is to endeavor by precept and example to

discourage Jar as costly and on the whole futile, but at the same time to

maintain a reasonable amount of armed preparedness to enable us to defend

our national rights when and if they are assailed by a selfish and dis-

The argument brought forward by some that the existence of 

armies and navies provokes War is not very different from a similar argument 

that might be made, based on the thesis that fire departments cause fires, 

or that the existence of a police force causes crime.

and the United States of America, even in spite of differences of opinion

honorable foe.

The fact that England

that have at times been formidable, have been able to maintain peace and find
A v . 16

honorable solutions to all questions at issue should demonstrate to the v/orld 

that peace can always be maintained if nations and governments honestly desire 

If, however, nations and governments do not honestly desire peace,M //! peace.

!lv and cannot be convinced by any arguments that peace is more profitable than

War, then I think we are obliged to recognize that fact and make reasonable 

preparations to face it.

Ï1f

**.,
n

February the twenty-fifth,

21 9 3

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

V
-



________ . ____________________________________________ '_____________________________________________________________

*• 1 » UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

-2-

I believe that there has come over the entire world, in

spite of present conditions in the Orient, a general recognition of the

I wish that this feeling might be universalunwisdom and waste of -7ar. 

and profound, but,unfortunately,it is neither as yet.

I did not have the pleasure of hearingI am very sorry

your address, for it is always a matter of satisfaction to hear such senti­

ments expressed by a man who, from experience, knows what he is talking

about.

7ith kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada.

E|
Is1
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‘0 The University, 
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Sir James Colquhoun Irvine,

Principal and Vice-Chancellor. /%A A] /fj 2.
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Norember 7th, 1932.

HIb Honour the Honourable H. B* Munroe, 
Government House,

Regina, Saskatchewan.

M.D » *

Your kind personal note of November the 2nd came
in this morning. It was a pleasant change from the 

character of one’s correspondence these 

those who wont you to endorse their

general

days. Ffhat wi th

application for warden-
ships of penitentiaries or to find other jobs, 

them increased pay in the
or to get

government positions they already 

a new business which 

very successfully, - as often as not 

one’s correspondence is about as depressing as the times

hold, or to back them financially in 

is bound to turn out

themselves.

I think the Government of Saskatchewan is very

man like yours’If willing to take the 

Everyone recognizes that it is an honour­

able post, and a credit to you to have it; but at the same time, 

it ntaîls, I often think, much sacrifice from the occupant.

fortunate in having 

post you now occupy.

a

ith all kind wishes,

I am,
Ever yours faithfully,

- ’ /
• V

v -
V



TELEPHONE: GERPARD 7734

CABLES: MONTCALM. PICCY, LONDON.

KINNAIRD HOUSE
I PALL MALL EAST 

LONDON S.W.I.

11th larch 19p2

My dear General,

Your address at the meeting of the National 
Republican Club is one of the best things you have done.
Not only are you convincing, but the address contains 
graphic information that rivets one's attention, and the 
document is classical withal. That is my opinion.

I hope all is well with you and yours and that 
you do not permit either McGill finances or your own to 
weigh upon your mind. We have fallen upon evil days it is 
true, but after all, to nave one's health, to be the poss­
essor of a comfortable home with your dear ones around 
and sufficient to eat and drink, and to feel that you are 
perhaps doing some good in the world is almost as much as

I say almost, because in the last analysis 
the accumulation of money is a very over-rated occupation.
Every man wants to provide against old age and for the support 
of his family should he go hence, but I have seen so many 
cases where the roman departs first, the children land on 
their feet financially, and the labour, the anxiety, the schem­
ing, perhaps deprivation, of years have been in vain.

As I saw poor old Peter Larkin's remains drawn slow­
ly into the Crematorium before an audience of six in all, in­
cluding the parson and the executioner, I could not help say­
ing to nyrself, "There goes a million dollars a year." His 
son reigns in his stead with too much money for his own good, 
and just think of the good peter might have done and the fun 
he might have got out of it had he spent as he went along for 
the benefit of mankind and of his friends.

one should expect.

I am truly sorry for Percy Cowans as he must have 
sweat blood during the last several months, 
of his own over-confidence in his own opinion, but an honest 
fellow and very human withal.

He is the victim

I did not mean to ramble on in this way, but some­
times get into the habit of thinking aloud, and dictating such 
thoughts.

_____________ M_________  .________ ...
'



/

9 f <r~'l(La__ a y

SL A February 17,1932.C L// LxC
i/! 1 My dear Sir Arthur Currie,<r; \

I have read with
very great interest and appreciation 
your address at the meeting of the 
National Republican Club of Hew York 
on January 16.
and emphatic; and it ought to be 
vincing.
lations as well as my thanks for the 
courtesy of a copy.

It was clear,cogent
con-

Pray accept my warm congratu-

i. , v
\ x

With best wishes.X \> V.
I re ma in,

Yours faithfully, 7
' XV/- 7'u

>

S UlA:4A
V General Sir Arthur Currie,

G.C.M.G.,Chancellor,McGi11 University, 
MONTREAL,QUE,

xi ^

X U
XL

x <Xb
l V l( X-7 /
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March 9th, 193*.

Brigadier General J. G. Dill, C.B 
Commandant, Staff College, 
Camberley, Kent, England.

D.S.O.,* *

The other night 1 addressed a group in 
Montreal and concluded by showing moving pictures taken in 
connection with my trip to India and the Far East a little

The pictures began wl th a group of your-over a year ago. 
self, Colonel Constantine and Major Brooke, and myself, taken 
on board the DUCHESS OF YORK at Saint John, 
thought of writing to you with reference to my visit and 
seeing your handsome face in these pictures the other night 
reminded me that I had not done so.

I have of ten

I am sending you a copy of an address 
I m de before the Natl onal Republican Club in New York last 
January. It received a tremendous broadcast, because the 
Chairman of that Club is the President of the National 
Broadcasting Company for the United States, and I am to Id 
it went over very well.

Certainly, from letters which I have 
received from many places in the United States and Canada, 
and from editorial clipping s sent to me, I believe it had 
a favourable reception. I would like you to tell me what 
you^ think of it. Frankly, Dill, I sometime s have a feeling 
of hopelessness regarding world peace conditions, 
help it, but I have been very outspoken in my criticisms of 
Japan’s action, both in Manchuria and Shanghai. I am one 
°fi?hOSe 17110 reall2es full well that the pe opte of Manchuria 
1 ill r tib ably be much happier and more prosperous and contented 
living under a stable

I cannot

government set up by Japan than they were 
under the young Marshal’s rule* and I also admit that Japan 
was probably very much annoyed and irritated by the Chinese.
I do not brieve the darn e cf the brl dge or the loss of a 
Japanese officer's life in Mongolia a year or so ago had 
anything to do with the Japanese aggression. The officer 
was probably a spy and the Chinese da not admit tha t he 
ever murdered by them. was

As for the bridge, the damage done

Jt—*— —*
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di fl not amount to more than a couple of hundred dollars 
and the Japanese are just as likely to have done tha t damage 
themselves as the Chinese,
made an excuse for aggressive action which had loig been con­

templated and planned. $C business friend of mine resident 
in Peiping, who has warehouses in Mukden, tells me that foe- 
years his company had triêd to rent a building opposl te the 
Mukden Chinese banks, but without bib cess, 
was never occupied, but on the morning after the events of 
the 18th of September, when the Chinese garrison looked out 
the doors of this building were open and a six -inch gxn pointed 
out from each one.

These things were, I believe,

The building

he assertion of the Japanese thr t they 
are not at war with the Chinese in Manchuria is childish in

They certainly violated Chinese sovereignty, 
having observed neither the letter nor the spirit of the 
League of Nations or the Kellogg-Briand pacts. They have 
broken their word, violated their pledges, and prostituted 
their honour. I do not think they can he trusted at all, 
and in my mind they are the greatest menace to a peaceful 
world today.
aggressive action in Manchuria, they had none whatever to 
act in Shanghai as they have done, 
would have done the things they have done unless they had 
some sort of understanding with some of the strong powers 
in Europe• I am quite ready to believe they had an under» 
standing with France, and the suspicion grows that Great

If any auch understandings 
existed, Dill, they are bound to come out in time, and if 
Great ritain swearing she would nefer consent" has consented, 
it will have a disrupting influence in the British Empire.
It would seem that all these peace pacts have been of little 
avail, and that the old diplomacy is asserting itself onee 
more. But one could write for days on th is subject, and
I donft want to bore you.

the extreme.

hatever the excuse they say the y have fbr

I cannot belt eve they

Britain was not unsympathetic.

h'© are looking forward most enthusâas­
ti cal ly to Byng's visit to Canada in April, 
people who saw him in the West Indies. Some say he looked 
very well, while others say the opposite. He intends to 
spend a few days in Victoria, coming from thrre too Jasper 
Park at Edmontnn, to Calgary, Reglga, Winnipeg, where he 
stays with Harold Aikens, to Ottawa where he stays with 
Pat Edwards, to Eoronto to Rudd Marshall, and to Montreal, 
where he stays with me. 
to banquets or functions. 
from overdoing it, but I am sure his visit to Canada wi 11 
give much pleasure to himself and to his countless friends 
here.

I have seen

He cannot accept any invitations 
It will be hard to keep him

Please remember me kindly to your wife, 
to Tim, who is near you at Aldershot, an to any other of my 
old friends you run across. All the family are well, and 
personally I am much better than when I last saw you.

Yours ever.



. ___________ ,_______ ____________________________________________ .____ .___________________________________

From»
Major-General

J. G. Dill, c.b., c.m.g., d.s.o.,
COMMANDANT, STAFF COLLEGE. 17th May, 1932.:4V:'

m
■

r*ij*h

m

My Dear General,

I was delighted to get your most

Thank you very much indeed for it andinteresting letter, 

for sending me a copy of the address you delivered as Chairman

of the meeting of the National Republican Club of New York held

I found all you had to say of absorbing interestin January.

and, if I may say so, very impressively put. 

could not fail to have a favourable reception.

As regards the Sino-Japanese troubles, I

Such an address

think that there is no doubt that we have perfectly clean hands.

I feel that even in this country anti-Japanese feeling has been

Chinese propaganda has been intense and not too 

The provocation offered and the injury suffered

too strong, 

scrupulous.

by the Japanese at Shanghai from the 19th Cantonese Army (which8

contained the same elements as were responsible for the outrages 

against foreign Consulates in 1927) were, I think, considerable.

In carrying out their violent local operation the Japanese

They spoilt what was, I believe, a good case. 

Japan*s difficulties are immense, 

see it, she is economically dependent upon China and in particular

Her trade with China is a life or death matter.

Very much, I fancy,

- with, I hope, greater diplomatic skill and

$

acted unwisely.

As I

upon Manchuria.

What would we do in similar circumstances?

as she done

possibly with less show of force.

As regards world peace conditions, I must

Conditions in Europesay I feel almost as hopeless as you. 

show few signs of improving, 

by an American entitled "Can Europe keep the peace".

(I wonder have you read a book

It is

short and well worth studying.) And Nations are now so

k >k__
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interdependent that no Nation can regard with equanimity 
the possibility of an upheaval in any part of the world

For example were Germany to become Bolshevik 
effect in America would be immense, the total

JtAju.
American e-tuck in Germany being about four billion dollars - 
I quote the figure given by H.R.Knickerbocker.

however remote.
or Nazi th

Of course
these depressing and dangerous times will pass, though we may 
still be some way from the corner, 
of ours is a world of progress.

As you say " this world 
It is a better and greater

world than the world of our fathers", and we as an Empire have 
more than ^any for which to be thankful, 

are immense and very varied, but so are our opportunities.
We have the power to regain our prosperity, though it would be 
idle to look for any very rapid recovery, and we are, I believe, 
the only peoples who can lead the world back to prosperity 
in any reasonably short space of time.

■
■

Our difficulties

■

My poor old Country Ireland - though I come from 
the North - is not helping much just now. 
no need yet to despair of sane councils prevailing in the end.

However there is

I am so glad that you have seen India and, from 
first hand experience, know something of the difficulties.
If India were anything approaching a Nation how much simpler 
the problem would be.

I
Lord Irwin is coming down here to 

tell us about India's problems as he saw them, as soon as he
returns from Canada. I expect he will be paying you a visit 
though you don't mention him in your letter.

I am sure Lord Bungo has had a wonderful time
in Canada. He so loves the people and the Country. 

I fear this long letter will weary you. At any
rate I will stop now.

My Wife joins me in sending our kindest regards A

"Ai
- ;

■Bj
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to yourself and Lady Currie. We are both delighted to
hear that you are all well and particularly to hear that you 
are yourself so much better than when you were here over a

■

year ago.

Yours ever,

f

General Sir Arthur W.Currie, G.C.M.G 
McGill University, 

Montreal,
Canada.

K.C.B• » • y
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THE PREMIERsm
MALI FAX

♦
NOVA SCOTIA

25 February 1932

My dear General:

I acknowledge with many thanks the copy of

your address delivered at the National Bepublican Club of

New York on "Disarmament" and I shall read it with a great

deal of interest.

It was very kind of you to remember me and

I trust that your health is continuing to improve.

VWith kind regards, I am, zf

l\Yours faithfully,

/

u M
General Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B
Montreal
Canada.

K.C.M.G etc• »
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______ _______________________________________________ .

1240 PIN E AVENUE WEST

MONTREAL

February 20th., 1932.

Dear Sir Arthur:
Returning from a short absence I find a 

copy of the arresting and splendid address which you 
delivered before the National Republican Club. Enforced 
by your own first-hand knowledge, such a statement could
not have failed to move deeply those who were present, and 
it is most important that it should be reprinted.

One of the points which you stressed 
deserves to be emphasized at all times - particularly in 
the United States, where people for the most part still 
think of themselves as being remote from the zone of 
hostilities. I refer to the emphasis which you lay upon 
the doctrine of Clausewitz that the morale of the civil
population must be destroyed. Henceforth, as you point 
out, there can be no exemptions, no immunities whether
of property or person. As Lord Salisbury saw, the wars of 
democracy are bound to be more fatal than those of the Old 
Regime, where the ruler’s standing army was a chief part
of his capital. Now the conscripts are not capital to be
conserved, at least in some measure, but income to be spent.

In sending this word of sincere thanks, 
let me express the hope that arrangements will be made to 
give your words a wide publicity. |■:

:



______________________ ■ __________________________________________________________________________________ ____ ____________________________ ;

1240 PINE AVENUE WEST 

MONTREAL

With best regards,
Yours faithfully,

Sir Arthur Currie 
Principal
McGill University.
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS SOCIETY IN CANADA
PATRON S

His Excellency The Earl of Bessborough, Governor General of Canada

HON. PRESIDENTS Ï
The Right Honourable R. B. Bennett 

The Right Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King

past presidents:
The Right Hon. Sir Robert L. Borden 
The Right Hon. Sir George E. Foster

PRESIDENT:
Dr. Henry M. Tory

VICE-PRESIDENTS :
Senator N. A. Belcourt 

C. G. Cowan, Esq.
Albert Matthews, Esq. 
Senator C. P. Beaubien 

Tom Moore, Esq.

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS:

Sir Herbert B. Ames 
Hon. H. S. Beland 
Hon. Raoul Dandurand 
Hon. Maurice Dupre 
Hon. Ernest Lapointe

HON. VICE-PRESIDENTS:

Miss Agnes Macphail 
Hon. Dr. Manion 
Rt. Hon. Sir Geo. H. Perley 
Hon. N. W. Rowell

Robert Gardiner. Esq.

hon. treasurer:

Major W. R. Creighton
general secretary:

Lt.-Col. C. P. Meredith

Cable Address: “NATLEAG"
Rhone Queen 1084

391 Wellington Street 
OTTAWA

February 19, 1932♦

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:-

In the absence of Colonel Meredith who is ill at the 
present time I wish to thank you for the copies of an address 
delivered by you on "Disarmaments These will be of great assist­
ance to us and the receipt of them is much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Marjorie E. Robins on, 
Publications.



_________ ____________________________________

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE-CHANCELLOR

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

LONDON, CANADA

February 20, 1932

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal, P. Q.

■ Dear Sir:

President Fox has asked me to extend 
to you on his behalf the most cordial thanks^ 
for the copy of your address before the meeting 
of the National Republican Club of New York on 
January 16th, 1932, which you have so kindly 
sent him.

S
'

,v;
-

Yours very truly,&

Secretary to the "President.

:S

.
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February 13, 1932.

■1 • Suy Ross , Esq 
îTount Royal 3lub, 
"ontroal*

* *

. lîy dear Sir. Hess,

^ , 1 âoa*t ^now why It was. but
your kind letter of the 18th Jaruan dV
eorae to y notice until last night/ I suppose,
eing addressed to my house, some mid carelessly 

put it aside#

no t

’T»y I thank you very kindly 
a or your nice words about my TTew York" address. 
and am glad to enclose*rl”*V‘°°?ena îo^hoso

■

Ever yours faithfully*

Ï’ïïÿ

mili

■
'

■:sMm
II

____IBhhhhhhbhbbhhhbbi———
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FRASER, DINGMAN & CO.

MEMBERS TORONTO STOCK EXCHANGE

INVESTMENT SECURITIES
217 BAY STREETJ. C.FHASEH

K. O.DINGMAN TORONTO 2, CANADA

November 12, 1931.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
Royal York Hotel,
Toronto.

K.C.B LL.D• » • * • »

Dear Sir Arthur

You will not remember but I had the pleasure of 
calling on you with Dr. Ernest Best with one or two others 
in Montreal shortly after you as sinned the Presidency of 
McGill University. We were a deputation from the National 
Council of the Young Men's Christian Association and had 
in mind the cooperative training of secretaries.

The purpose of this letter, however, is to ask 
you whether I mi$it secure from you a copy of your address 
given over the radio last ni^it, to which I had the pleasure 
of listening.

The National Council Y.M.C.A. is tryixg to do some 
work along peace educational lines coupled with disarmament 
throughout Canada and I thought we might send your address 
or part of it to the Associations throughout this countxy.

If you fwin so favor us it would be very much ap­
preciated and would I am sure be of decided value to seme 
of the causes you have at heart.

Yours faithfully,
»

rgd/d

/

I



FRASER, DINGMAN & CO.
MEMBERS TORONTO STOCK EXCHANGE

INVESTMENT SECURITIES
J. C FRASER 
R.G.DINGMAN

217 BAY STREET

TORONTO 2, CANADA

February 17, 1932.

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthurt-

K.C.B.,LL.D.,• »

Many thanks for the 
Republican Club Address which

copy of your Rational 
came in this morning.

I am very glad to have this and will, as 
I have opportunity, pass on some of these views res­
pecting peace effort that you have at heart.

Yours sincerely,

RGD/D



Ottawa,
February 19th, 1932.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

I was very pleased, to get a oopy 
of your address on "Disarmament" delivered 
to the National Republican Club of New York, 
which I read with deep interest. In prepar­
ing an address to a New York audience on this 
subject you certainly undertook a task calling 
for very delicate and tactful handling, 
friends across the line while very critical of 
others are extremely quick to resent any criti­
cism of themselves. But you have, I think, 
succeeded in the very difficult task of indi­
cating the grave responsibility of the United 
States without danger of wounding the suscepti­
bilities of your audience, and your clear and 
succinct appreciation of the general world 
situation in regard to "Disarmament" is of

I am very glad to have it

Our

value to us all. 
and am circulating it in my Branch.

I have just received your communication 
re Lady Steele's pension.
previous correspondence on the matter and will 
inform you of how it stands, in due course.

I an looking up the

With kindest regards, Sir, 
Yours Sincerely,

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.9., K,C.B., 
Principal,

McGill University,
Montreal.

_____________________________________ ______I
n

■



1190 Mountain Street, 
Montreal.

February 18, 1932

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
McGill University,
Montreal.

K, C . B LL.D• 9 • > • J

My dear General,

I wish to thank you very 
much indeed for the reprint of your address 
given before the National Republic Club of 
New York, on the subject "Disarmament."
That you sent me a reprint so promptly and 
after only having mentioned it casually, 
is again one of the many evidences of your 
retentive memory. I am looking forward to 
reading this in the quiet of the evening, 
also to the booklet of Macdonald College 
which you have kindly promised to send me.

Tith kindest regards.

Yours very sincerely,HSB/F
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D) SYSTEMIN THE

TORONTO 
NIAGARA FALLS 
WINDSOR

KING EDWARD HOTEL 
THE CLIFTON 
THE PRINCE EDWARD 

IN THE UNITED STATES 
NEW YORK CITY, NY.
PHILADELPHIA,PA.
SEATTLE,WASH.
WORCESTER,
NEWARK,N.J.
PATERSON, N.J.
TRENTON,N.J.

BRITISH WEST INDIES
(CANADA-WEST INDIES HOTELS CO.LTD.) 

KINGSTON JAMAICA THE CONSTANT SPRING HOTEL

affiliated: united hotels of
THE SOUTH AND WEST.INC.

THE ROOSEVELT

HARRISBURG,PA.
ALBANY, N Y.
SYRACUSE,N.Y.
ROCHESTER,N.Y.
NIAGARA FALLS,N.Y. THE NIAGARA
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THE DURANT 
THE PRESIDENT 
EL CONQUISTADOR

THE PENN-HARRIS 
THE TEN EYCK 
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THE BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
THE OLYMPIC
THE BANCROFT
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THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON
THE STACY-TRENT

E R IE,PA.
AKRON,OHIO. 
FLINT, MICH. 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
TUCSON,ARIZ

I.EANS.LA.
NEW ORLEANS,LA. THE BIENVILLE
SAN FRANCISCO,CAL. THE HOTEL ST.FRANCIS
SHREVEPORT,LA. THE WASHINGTON-YOUREE

NEW OR
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April 6, 1932.

Colonel C.H.Ackerman, 
Peterborough, 
Ontario*

My dear Colonel*

I appreciate your kindness in 
writing me as you did from the King Edward Hotel 
on April 5th with reference to my address on 
Disarmame&t which appears in the last number of
the LEGIONARY*
that this address has received a great deal of 
comment and approval* 
again I shall tell you of the widely distant parts 
from which comment has cade, and also of my ex­
periences, in Hew York at that time. I hope it 
will not be long before I have a visit from you.

With all good wishes,

1 am*

ver yours faithfully*

You may be interested to know

Some time when I see you

I
.



HIS MAJESTY THE KING 
Patron-In-Chief of the British Empire Service League

Grand Patron:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF BESSBOROUGH, GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA

Grand President:
GENERAL SIR ARTHUR CURRIE, o.c.u.o., k.c.b.

LT.-GENERAL SIR RICHARD TURNE^TT
LT.-COLONEL JAMES McARA, v.d.

Dominion First Vice-President:
BRIG. GENERAL A. ROSS, c.m.g.. dj.o.

Life Member Dominion Executive Council 
LT.-GENERAL SIR PERCY LAKE, e.c.b., k.c.m.o.

Dominion President:
MAJOR J. S. ROPER, m.c., t.c.

Immediate Past Dominion President: 
LT.-COLONEL L. R. LaFLECHE, d.s.o., aj>.c.

Dominion Chairman 
A. E. MOORE, esq.

Dominion Second Vice-President: 
COLONEL W. W. FOSTER, d.s.o., v.d., a.d.c.

Dominion Honorary Treasurer:
J. A. MacISAAC, esq.

General Secretary :
J. R. BOWLER, esq.

Dominion Vice-Chairman: 
E. W. CORNELL, esq.

im,me
kmm DOMINION HEADQUARTERS SERVICE BUREAU

OTTAWA, CANADA

February 24th, 1932»P. O. BOX 384 
PHONE QUEEN 924 

Cable Address:- CANLEG

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.u.g., K.C.B 
Grand President,
Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.L.,
McGill University,
Montreal, P. Q.

• t

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I have received and have read with 
great interest your address delivered to She 
National Republican Club of New York on January the 
16th, on the subject of Disarmament. May I be 
permitted to say that I have never read a more striking 
presentation of the case against war contained in so 
few and simple words, and I should like to offer to 
you my best congratulations.

I also propose, subject to your approval, 
to ask Mr. Lapp to feature the address in an early 
issue of She Legionary. I feel that you have expressed 
in apt words the thoughts of all those who have had 
personal experience of modern war.

Sincerely yours, J\

/IM
era 1 Secretary.

IGM.



February 25th, 1932.

J. R. Bowler, I aq. , 
General Secretary, 
Canadian Leg! on,B.I .S.L^ , 
Ottawa .

."Vr ’

Dear Mr . Bowler,

Thank you for your letter of the

I have no objection to tie24th February.

LEGIONARY using my Disarmament address, and enclose

an additional copy for them.

Yours faithfully,



Charles Eugene Claghorn

125 CHESTNUT AVENUE 
NARBERTH, PA.
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September 8th, 1932»

Charles Cleghorn, Eaq.,

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of 
enclosing herewith the 
autographed.

6th amcopy ofa
This la a >ho o t ken July, 181 .

snaKsfsS'S 5ms: 5KUthoir »r™Lêî! 1 do not thInk the nation, will reâucé
peace of the \’e-i i the preoent time. I think the future 
uori-h «hile ~?.*s t?° uncertaln for no to accept any 
-Tvou ^ k,ÔlUCï ?”* lB ,inualMIlt for some time to come.
nuJ™,TLe^7* ’T'? Pl°4 the OKUSe of 61 oarmament on 
numerous occasions, hut with no real hope of early aehiewe-

Ever yours faithfully,

:■

■

¥
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February 9th, 1932*

- 5e»pt# Hanged, Esq,, 
5^7 ïhurstun Bead, 
BOtKESfEl, 35few York,
U eU.A •

Dear Mr* Hungadt-
/ Many thanks for year kind letter 

of February fifth, and for the enclosed pamphlet 
on Astrology which 1 shell read with interest»

I am sending you a copy of the 
address on disarmament as scon as It is off the
press»

Yours faithfully.

ft Principal•

/

/

à

-

m.

m
m

.



527 Thurston road

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

9<\ i<j ÔX

• - .

VY\^ MùiR

^L‘ C^UAXJI^

;

'-O'Vv

yX>-~-



527 Thurston road

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

<

V'

(

/



di- Il.

xtuv : \ C^Ay'UJl!

^^W^îJiSL ljj> (IcuaJ^

X*w'\ yî—éi-d-'v— 

■e<jL-*( yCt^u_ dd[

£MX/*V—

C*~*-*~-1

yyp^o^yfc* y^/" ay/y^
c£r*yt Zy-Jt^ysvun^pJl*

(

’^tryyjL
t
ay. /

w Jkl/>F
ZX

v^t-A^X «^t<>4 cot^v

1

/I

V
/ /y

/vrz{/3

X7 V

//x cA^? cve^yy^^
CUiy L

/

feu^T
Gm~ .0

<

/Z



a/j X/lAÿyCj -
>/0Quo /Lt^Jr a»

di L
Z

Q/r**-
rJlt JLjt,

/UsCj^ (jli/‘&&lA^ /
4.y

XL

Jt y /VK'^—"

-t3U>xV /lA^r/jL0\ 4- ^K/L/UC/-^
V J^HjL(l^XaL Aj^tUA^MÂq^A\ J^/J Xf\XS

>r^A^ aAxt Jir€^c-OJtjA^-'4i*L J7\yw.<u$^y( tj^& -Lx 

JjLLa^ÎjLvÀ J'Ai/K} %$j.A^r ,J{LiJL V(ÿMjr^< yV^4

y

/

Ü.^wÇ. CkÆyù/x uUa/X, tir 
ud&it A/iiùL

l <7/ fj

'UXTK^X/
-ytAtZiA.

J

^jV /// <2C'/>
rsH'O

QrX^ JIfXwUY
/ #, A4. y0f). >

y
■ Yi S y^yyJÀpt^,^

■7jaAJ7iXj a /nWuA^M' -,
VA

■jylL-inf
■

N
N



January 21st, 1932.

Mr. Abraham Young,
1174 Fairfield Avenue, 
BBIDGSPOHS, Conn.

Dear Sir:-

Let me acknowledge with many thanks 
receipt of your letter of the 18th. 
aware of the attitude of Mr. Hearst and 
expected to receive any publicity in the press 
under his control.

#
I am well

never

Before we can hope for very much 
disarmament we must create a world wide peace 
nentality and in that effort there is much yet 
to do.

With all good wishes,

Yours faithfully.

Principal.



DR. J. ELLIOTT CRAWFORD 
DR. C. G. ROHRER 
DR. CHESTON M. HOSKINS 
DR. H. TICEHURST

DR. J. F. DeVINE, PresidentDR. C. E. C. ATKINS 
DR. RALPH C. JENKS 
DR. CHAS. T. FAKE 
DR. E.^-. BALDWIN

J. F. DEVINE LABORATORIES, INC.
“THE PRACTITIONERS' HOUSE"

BIOLOGICS - PHARMACEUTICALS - INSTRUMENTS
GOSHEN, NEW YORK

January Id, 1932.Sir Arthur Ourrie,
Chancellor. Llo aill University, 
Monureal, Canada.

Honorable and dear **ir:
V

I ou lu, very much, line uO n ve a copy ox your 
address given at une Ilational Republican Club Meeting 
on J nuary loth.

Your ad x’ess was, indeed, a xorcexul anu logical 
discussion ox the subject. Your xine voice and spiendxd 
pronunciation and enunciation added ciecisj. ely go the 
eifect on your listeners.

DeV.b Yours very truly,



• *

January 21st, 1932.

Dr. J. F. DeVlne,
o/o J. 9. DeVine Laboratories, Inc., 
GOSHSS, ff.Y.

Dear Sir:-

It gives me much pleasure to enclose 
herewith a newspaper clipping of the address 
given by me in Sew York last Saturday. I am 
glad it met with your approval.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.



_____________________________________________

/VMrs. Clarence E. Pennell

170 SOUTH CLINTON STREET 

EAST ORANGE, N. J.
/
r

'^pXLAst

/Qjuv, J %

cJi XL
>r>

&—tÆJLQÂu-4- LAÂ__<dU3

LA)UZ_

. -rry.s

-^4.^ fl^LL^L

CXAt-X- 0—tA-B.---

IajuL

l^ix- A.

À-+-. tL^ZZ-iS-cA- 

n*-8-*duX ^<X CXiA^6~

/Xt-A—l^T^-y-t^CÆ, -----<-XX-"dît-'0 —

LtKjl^

m^MHi



-- A-A-
//f/—Z^L*-^- £V

j " *-«<£ -
JL*L±-i_

A hjL oucÆa^o^l,

7$ <?-» Z>LX- *-£—

Zxx<

j:/MU
y„ <v . . A ^ < '

L+^ac£ ^c^<Ljrt- ^7
-<V. ^

6&>

yj? —t- '*-■

Q^O s\ .'J
A

<HuJ
LaIAJLAjU'

<UA
olXJL-

--^(^3 (1^><-Xy>

£/U—dt-A-V ^
5 ^ouc-c/ 

%aA^/(' jt ~tr~>
r- -t4

x~t_y OulsLAsO —
7^-e.B

t o_, A
r\

Z^A-d^o
Uk-aJÇJ



V

January 21st, 1932.

Mrs. C. 5. Pennell,
170 South Clinton Street, 
BA-ST 0R&NGB, N.J.

Dear Madam

Let me acknowledge with many thanks 
the receipt of your kind note of the 17th regarding 
my address in Hew York last Saturday.

Before we can hope for an appreciable 
measure of disarmament wo must create an international 
peace mentality,and it is my opinion that we have 
far to go before that is acheived. 
not be discouraged.

However, we must

With all good wishes,

Yours faithfully.

Princijbpl.



(>^ , ,r jzvS"v3 o

&?Z?^ /7—/fsz
^ .

'■Vy / ? /?//?<<■ ^"/V it*-
/

<z¥7<z^ZZZ‘

_ Æi,ziùcsi.• /? y

£2sZ^

^2^5?Z^ZtZZt

\^Z^^ ZZZi? ZZ^<ZZzS 

Zz? r^Z^ZZ^. ^

ZzZ^/z<bZ^^<f

z*S Z2?~*tZ ZZL.
Z

'zZ^Zzzzt^

zz^zz^z zzz
zC^-25

ZZ

zz*z^e

^^zzzczZ^ZZZ^?
d& <C >>7<î2^f

<-<

C ,
<-< z

u^ /z^£-zr ^Zz^^Zz&zttz^



'-'^<9-7 C-V „

-^O

Z

ï ^s^e ï%uy

y^Cst^-r

"‘^^V 5^ —SC^-<^TC>^è< »* J<^^< --2^p^

^ CT^&^CSZ.— ü^-^''

^<2tT>»L ^ ■<? <°jZO
<J? -*££/

7<> ^'Xyà-^C^Ce^sX {.-'. 
2%^P (//^' >'? <52 Z'S'^', cf

-£TZ^<-< <^0C& 2 /

, -^'£>—^ s^"-*■-!. -e?-T4.r-t^e

O
^^^o-t^eSi—

^-fX, 4-C ^

TzZ&x-je.
<X?£2 nr- r^S r,

O'

of

c' Æ s r Æ/iïhO^tr

s'L^s

sZcscJ^ 1&Z- -*** ^

(S2-7*n x -^.

s<2^0-r**-e~ /£^<^<LX.

s*26*r<



January 21st, 1932.

Mr. Bay Mel sen, 
530 Pitt Street, 
C0R3RÀLL, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Melsen:-

Let me acknowledge your 
I am glad youletter of January 17th. 

found satisfaction In the address I made 
In Haw York last Saturday.

I congratulate you on the help you 
have given to the cause of disarmament, but 
I am afraid we have a long way to go before 
we create that international peace mentality 
which must precede appreciable disarmament.

With all good wishes for yourself 
and the cause,

I am.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

■
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Dear Sir,

11th. I
my remarks

Efer yours faithfully.

Her. E. A. Slack,
St. Paul * s Church, 
Palme raton, Ontario,

Principal

Hovezefcer 16, 1931,
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GRANT STREET AND FERNWOOD ROAD

Utrtnrta, QL

1,larch 11, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
MONTREAL, P.Q.
Dear Sir Arthur:

Permit me to thank you for the 
courtesy which prompted you to have a copy 
of your Mew York address on Disarmament sent 
to me. I have found it most stimulating.
Vie are proud, in Victoria, of the opportunities 
which are afforded you of helping to moula 
public opinion.

Yours sincerely,

rincipal.

id/h
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A BRITISH COMPANY

UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, L™
ESTABLISHED 1835

mÈÊm: HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA 

TORONTO

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 

“BUTON” TORONTO 2
February 5th, 1932

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 
TO THE MANAGER

Gen. Sir Arthur Currie,

Montreal, Que.

My dear Sir Arthur;

About two weeks ago I had the pleasure of 
listening over the radio to a most interesting and impressive 
address given by you in the interests of International Disarmament 
before the National Republican Club in New York, 
wondering since whether it would be possible for me to have a 
copy of that address and if so whether you would permit me to 
have it printed for distribution amongst the many connections of 
this Society throughout Canada.

I have been

Disarmament and world peace seem to be the crying 
needs of the world at this time and I am sure the distribution 
of your magnificent address will cause even the unthinking person 
to appreciate its sentiments.

Yours very truly,<y .

z Manager for Canada

v0A

\7 rP
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_____________________________

February 8» 1932.

CollneE. Sword» Esq 
Manager for Canada,
Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ltd 
Toronto, 2,

• •

• s

My dear* Mr, Sword,

I have your letter of the 5th and 
thank you for your kind reforonces to the speech on 
Disarmament In Uew York last month, 
at onoe to let ou know that I have ordered 300 copies 
printed and I am expecting the proofs tomorrow, 
copies is not very many* certainly not enough to permit 
me to supply your requirements* and yet it would be a 
pity to put you to the expense of a separate printing.

I dont know how many copies you 
Intended to print, nor whether our set up would suit 
you, but what would you say to our printing as many 
additional cbpies as you want and our sharing the 
cost with you? 
copies can be printed.
might wish to make a distinctive cover, which would 
give due credit to your company.

I am replying

300

You know how cheaply additional 
On the other hand, you

Ey reason for making this sugges­
tion is that in these days none of us have any money 
to waste, and if we can work together it would be 
more sensible, 
your printing the address, 
on receipt of this letter.

Certainly I have no objection to 
You might wire me

Yours faithfully.

Pr inc ipal
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A BRITISH COMPANY.Y

UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, LTP
ESTABLISHED 1835

.

HEAD OFFICE FOR CANADA 

TORONTO
S?

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 

“BUTON" jêv : TORONTO 2
February 9th, 1932CALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

TO THE MANAGER ) v
v L

/

y- A

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G 
McGill University,

Montreal, Que.

K.C.B.• t

My dear Sir Arthur:

I thank you very much for your kind letter of 
I shall be very glad to take advantage 

of your suggestion to use reprints as designed by you 
as my main purpose is to distribute your message rather 
than attempt to place credit to my company.

I, therefore, wired you today as follows:-

"Many thanks for your letter will be glad to 
have five hundred copies of your address and 
to bear cost."

the 8 th inst.

which I now confirm.

I shall be obliged if you will kindly ask your 
printers to forward the pamphlets direct to this office 
and upon receipt of the bill I shall be glad to send cheque 
to you.

Yours sincerely,

Manager for Canada

V
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH
bsbü FORM T. D. 1 M

&V’^ Suu! ' g-..

AAncaster sTELEGRAM mTÈLEGRAPH

5552CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD
J. McMILLAN, Genera! Manager of Telegraphs, Montreal.(Printed in Canada)

STANDARD TIME
14 RIM R 20 SY TORONTO ONT FEB 9 1114 AM

SIR ARTHUR VJ CURRIE

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL.

WILL BE GLAE TO HAVE 

FIVE HUNEREE CORIES OF YOUR AEERESS ANE TO BEAR COST .

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR LETTER

COLIN E SWORE.

01118AM



I was very much impressed with two 
things that happened while I was in Ottawa last week. 
A prominent newspaperman in Ottawa told me that when 
his appointment as a delegate was announced, Maurice 
Dupres, obviously highly pleased with life, came into

worked hard for a 
to have a real

e, and said, "Well, I 
a half, and now I am

This from a man who, if he had read ten
his
year an 
holiday."

It is the utter inability of the 
delegates appointed by Canada and the United States 
to even begin to understand the reality of that picture 
which impresses me with the cynical futility of the 
effort being made at the present Conference by the 
three greatest English-speaking nations, Great Britain, 
the United States,and Canada.
there is not one man who has known the reality of war 
even for a short period.
headlines, who enjoyed the pomp of victory, but only 
vicariously appreciated the tragedy which lay behind 
it all.

In their delegations,
They are those who read the

I was particularly impressed by
The picture

you gave of the appalling conditions in the hospitals 
behind the lines following this great victory dramatic­
ally brought to my mind the contrast between the reality 
at the Front and every such victory which was blazoned 
across the front pages of the newspapers of the allied 
countries during the War.

the reference to the Battle of Amiens.

Many thanks for the copy of your 
address on Disarmament, delivered before the National 
Republican Club of New York on January 16th.

Dear Sir Arthur :

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University,
Montreal, que.

K.C.B.,

February 22nd, 1932.

PLEASE ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE REGISTRAR. UNLESS 

OTHERWISE REQUESTED.

ONTARIO
The Security Frauds Prevention board 

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 

TORONTO, CANADA

GEORGE A. DREW,
COMMISSIONER

%

H
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hours a day every day until the Conference opened, 
and then had fre continue^to read during the Conference 
would only have begun to grasp the tremendous subject 
he was being sent to Geneva to deal with.

Another thing that impressed me was a speech
He is undoubted-by Colonel Harry Crerar on Saturday, 

ly one of the most brilliant staff officers in Ottawa, 
and gave the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Artillery 
Association a carefully prepared paper on "Modern 
Developments in Training for War.? He closed his 
remarks with words to this effect - "History teacnes 
us that, subject to proper moral safeguards, national 
security still depends on the best trained armies with 
the best equipment.

I cannot help comparing this official view with 
the words which you quoted in your speech in New fork 
of Viscount Grey, "The enormous growth of armaments 
in Europe, the sense of insecurity and fear caused b;y 
them —"it is these that make war inevitable."

These words of Harry Crerar's, who is a personal 
friend of mine, emphasize the danger, which has so 
often been pointed out, of technical advisers for 
delegates who have no practical knowledge Oi the s..-- 
j-ect.

It would seem to be axiomatic that an intelligent 
discussion of the subject of disarmament entails some 
practical knowledge of the use of armaments which it 
is proposed to limit, yet, in examining the personne.^ of the delegations from the various countries, it would 
almost seem that there had been a definite policy of 
choosing those who knew least of the subject they were 
meeting to discuss.

The increase of interest in Disarmament as a 
practical problem, which has manifested itself all over 
this country in the past few months, has been astonish­
ing. I earnestly hope that the present Conference 
will adjourn for perhaps a year dr less, without com­
ing to the inconclusive results at the end of the 
Conference which appear inevitable with the present 
delegation^,in view of the statements which have been 
made by the'different nations. If such an adjournment 
took place for q year, I am satisfied that popular 
opinion is growing so strong that an entirely new com­
plexion would be given to the Conference a year from



^______________________
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now through a growing public demand that delegates 
be appointed who know something of the problems 
and honestly feel the urgent necessity for immed­
iate action.

I have these two hopes.
Conference will adjourn rather than come to an in­
conclusive decision, 
an adjournment does take place, you will be one of 
the delegates chosen.

One is that the

The other is that, if such

Without in any way entering into the field 
of politics, I do think the Canadian Legion might 
very well take a strong hand in favour of at least 
one of the delegates being a man with overseas 
experience and some practical knowledge of the 
subject under discussion, subject, of course, to 
the qualification that he is known to believe im­
plicitly in the principle of disarmament.

It does seem to me strange that that large 
body of men who know only too well from their own 
experience the result of the accumulation of arma­
ments should have been the one great group to be 
completely ignored in choosing the delegation.

I had not intended to write at such length, 
but got somewhat carried away in my earnestness about 
the necessity for a completely changed attitude on 
the part of those in authority on this all-important 
question.

With kind regards, and thanking you once more 
for your thoughtfulness in sending me the copy of your 
address, believe me

Yours sincerely,
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COL
9wWBÈ 0 Fromm The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 

Montreal.

2fmx i /1&
Principal and Vice-Chancellor :

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.. K.C.B.

COPIES OF DISARMAMENT SPEECH SENT TO THE FOLLOWING

''Major Fred Richardson, 2641 Estevan Avenue, Oak Bay, Victoria.
L .J .Bourne , Victoria B ,C .
Women’s International League for Peace, 1805 H. Street, N .W. Washington 

|0 V General J.G.Harbord, President Republican Club, 54 West 40 th St. NEW YORK 
v Mr. Temple Hungad, 527 Thurston Row, Rochester, N.Y. 

v C 01. G.A.Drew, Toronto Railway Club, 
v R .A .Hackay, Dept. Pol. Sci. Dalhcusie.

\0 ^Dr. Henry Suzzallo, Pres. Carnegie Fndn. 522 Fifth Avenue, N.Y. 
y General D.E. Nolan, National Republic:, n Club 
''Congressman Car. Vinson, Washington, D.C. 
v'Hon. Hanford MacNider, U . S .Legat ion, Ottawa.
• Sir Frederick Williams Taylor, Bank of Montreal, London, 
v- Sir Robert Borden, 011 aw a 

v Rt. Hon. Ernest Lapointe, Ottawa.
\0 V Col. C.P.Meredith, League of Nations Society, OTTAWA.

Copies to all Deans.
R.C.Fetherstonhaugh, Drummond Apts. Montreal.
Major W .D.H erridge, Canadian Legation, Washington.

''The Rt . Hon. R.B .Bennett, House of Commons, Ottawa.
- General Bell. Gen. MeNaaughton, and all 0.0. M.Ds.

A. Guy Ross.
/Governors.
j Walter Stewart, 9 95 Sherbrooke St. West. j F.N.Southern,
l Julian C. Smith, Shawinigan Wàter & Power Co. Craig St. West.
I W.A.Black, Oglivie Flour Mills.
\ Hon. Smeaton White, Gazette Pub. Co.

.Macaulay, Sun Life Ass. Co.
So v/lhe McGill Library.

Lascelles

V

V

(Rt . Hon.)

Southam. Press.

v Miss M. Currie, Strathroy 
J .R.Bowler, Secretary , Canadian Legion 

/ Major Roper, Capitol Theatre Building, Halifax 
(/Mr. A. D. Hair, 1362 Greene Avenue, Montreal 
/General Alec Ross, Yorkton, Sask. 
y Dean P.E.Corbett, R.R. 4, Magog, P.

Dr. H.S .Birkett, 1190 Mountain "street,.
Presidents of Canadiah Universities and universities from 
whom Sir Arthur received the LL.D.

P o rw SE'd Stltvo'.

Q.
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Dear Dr. Loner,
In addition to the 200 cppies of the 

Disarmament Address 'which hare already gone out, the 
Principal has decided that he would like it sent 
to several others, and will you therefore have the 
Library staff send it to the following list, in 
accordance with your kind offer this mornings -
To the Lieutenant Governors and Premiers of each

Province of Canada

To President Hoover
To Hr. prod Livesay, Canadian Press, Toronto
To Hr, Stuart Lyon, The Globe, Toronto
To Hr, A. A* Bowman, The Ottawa Citizen
To The Strathroy "Ago and Dispatch", Strathroy, Ont.
To Sir William Clark, High Commissioner for the United 

Kingdom, Ottawa
To Lieut. Col. W. W» Foster, D,s,0 
To Bight Honourable W.L.HaeKensle King, Ottawa.

Vancouver Club, Vancouver• »

f
Tours faithfully,

Secretary to the Principal
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U. S. in Position 
To Lead Others

Canadian Corps Commander Sounds Note of 
Warning at New York Disarmament 

Meeting

ATTITUDE OF FEAR MUST GO
NEW YORK, Jan. 16.— (C.P.)—A plea for a bold, sin­

cere and unified move by the nations of the world to bring 
about lasting, universal peace was sounded here today by Sir 
Arthur Currie,., Commander of the Canadian Corps in tbe Great 
War. He made his appeal as one of the principal speakers at 
a meeting on disarmament, called by the National Republican 
Club of New York.

After recounting the suffering and futility of the last 
war, Sir Arthur stressed the horrors which would attend a 
modern holocaust 
ation in its scope and ruthlessness.

Uhless the sentiments of peace permeated the thoughts 
i of mankind and war became unthinkable, the world was 
! doomed to destruction, he said.

"Today the nations live in an at-®
1 mosphere of fear, in a shadowy 
j haze of insecurity. They are sus- 
r picious one of the other. They 

to be on the alert, to be 
‘standing to’ as it were, each watch­
ful of the other, as if expectant of 
a treacherous move.
FEAR MUST DISAPPEAR

which he declared defied imagin-■a war

seem ever

Armageddon of Future 
Horrible Beyond Man’s 
m Wildest Fears

“This attitude of fear must disap- 
| pear,” Sir Arthur declared. “Its dis- 
I appearance will be hastened by dis- 
F' r-T Tnrr.ent because that cannot be.
I immediate and complete does not 

I mean that It can never come, or that 
j we should not strive for its achieve- 
! ment.”

Disarmament, the speaker main- 
I tained, was not a question for any 

one party or for any one country ; it 
was a question for the world. "As 

I long as each nation seeks only to 
make herself secure against any pos­
sible combination of attack, as long 
as the present wasteful competition 
in armament continues unabated, as 
long as only a selfish nationalistic 

j mentality sways the minds of na- 
I tions, just so long will it be futile to 
| talk of national disarmament,” Sir 
[ Arthur said.
I The United States, proceeded, was 
I in the best position to lead the way 
I along to paths of peace. Since the 
I war certain steps had been taken 
I and certain agreements made by 
I which it was fondly hoped to lessen 
I the possibility of hostilities, but 
I most of this peace machinery had 
I lacked certain elements of strength 
I from the beginning. Those who
I fearlessly faced the facts realized
II that all those treaties, peace pacts, 
I promises, could not save the world, 
I as long as the nations were bent on 
I piling up guns and ammunition 
I against each other.
I It would be poor policy, however, 
I Sir Arthur said, to advocate any- 
I thing like total disarmament at the 
I present time. That could not be 
I accomplished in the twinkling of an 
I eye. But civilization could unitedly 
I set its face in the opposite direction
■ and try by every practical
■ from now on to

NEW YORK, Jan. 16—(C.P.)—The 
ghastly toll of past wars and the 
possible result of modern Armaged­
don were pictured here today by Sir 
Arthur Currie, who commanded the 
Canadian Corps during the Great 
War, in an address before the Na­
tional Republican Club.

He catalogued the toll of the war 
that ended in 1918 as follows :

Eleven million dead; if they were 
buried side by side the graveyard 
would extend almost across the con­
tinent; 9,000,000 war orphans ; 5,000,- 

widows ; 20,000,000 helpless,000 war
wounded, broken men ; and 50,000,000 j 
starving unemployed. In the back-1 

ground of this picture were ruins of | 
churches, buildings and human in­
stitutions which had been construct­
ed by the toil and sacrifice of cen­
turies.

In a war of the future, Sir Arthur 
declared, there would be no use 
whatever to say that we must not 
use poison gas, we must not spread 

must not kill clvi-disease germs, we 
lians, we must not have submarine 
warfare, we must not destroy hospi­
tal ships, we must not bomb hospi­
tals, we must not drop bombs on 
undefended towns.

“All these things will be done, and 
the people who live in the remote 
parts of countries will be killed just 

horribly and cruelly as those in 
the war zones — and more fright­
fully, because they will have no pro­
tection.”

Statesmen and politicians, 
Arthur appealed, particularly those 
selected for the disarmament confer­
ence, should conjure up that ghastly 
spectacle.

a

Sir
means 

remove all existing
(Continued on Page 8)
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O.S. IN POSITION presumption to suggest what action 
your country should take on this 
question. But I am bold enough to 
say that I think the United States 
is in the best position to lead the 
way, to set the example. Providence 
has blessed you: you are the richest 
of nations in a material sense ; you 
are safest in your geographical posi­
tion; you are not suspect ; you are 
not involved as the nations of 
Europe are involved ; your position 
is unique and your influence unlimit­
ed. But what you ought to do and 
how you ought to do it is your own 
affair. It is for the other speakers 
to make proposals, not for

“I am here as chairman to intro­
duce the subject, to emphasize its 
importance, to tell you what war is 
like, and to plead for a real peace 
mentality. I base the plea 
things.

“First, the maintenance of large 
and excessive national armaments 
creates a heavy overhead charge I 
against the national exchequer con- ■ 
tributed by the tax-payers of the I 
community, and therefore makes the I 
payment of all international debts, ■ 
both public and private, very diffi- I 
cult and perhaps sometimes impos- I 
sible. Armaments should be purely I 
protective and precautionary.

“Second, no nation can be trusted 1 
to preserve peace which has at its I 
disposal unlimited force, because the® 
possession of arms is always a 
human temptation to use them. 
Arms are not meant primarily to 
promote peace, but to be used when 
the blood runs high, and are, there­
fore, dangerous to all parties in­
terested,
Further, armaments in the long run 
really do not create national security. 
The

: (Continued from Page 1)

causes of international mistrust and 
fear.

Sir Arthur based his plea for a 
real peace mentality on the follow­
ing premises:

First—The maintenance of large 
and excessive national armaments 
creates a heavy overhead charge 
against the national exchequer con­
tributed by the taxpayers of the 
community and therefore makes the 
payments of all ' international debts, 
both public and private, very diffi­
cult and, perhaps, sometimes impos­
sible. Armaments should be purely 

^protective and precautionary.
Second—No nation can be trusted 

to preserve peace which has at its 
disposal unlimited force, because the 
possession of arms is always a human 
temptation to use them. Further 
armaments in the long run really 
do not create national security. The 
overarmed or

me.

on several

$9

super-armed nation 
only succeeds in arousing the bitter­
ness and hate of its enemies and the 
suspicions of its friends.

Third—A measure of disarmament 
is the only thing we can now do 
quickly to give direct proof of that 
feeling of friendship for each other 
which is and alone can be the basis 
of real peace, and let us not forget 
that the profitable investment of 
large sums of private capital in the 
production and sale of armaments 
creates a powerful economic interest 
in the community interested in 
War profiteering is by 
limited to war times.

“I appreciate very highly the 
honor of being1 asked to preside at 
this meeting, and I am delighted to 
have the opportunity and privilege of 
being with you and of speaking to 
you on the vitally important subject 
of disarmament.

“I am not going to use time to 
peat the usual platitudes about the 
common interests, the common lan­
guage, the common traditions, and 
all those other natural and senti­
mental ties that bind

armed and unarmed.

over-armed or super-armed 
nation only succeeds in arousing the 
bitterness and hate of its enemies 
and the suspicions of its friends.

"Third, as I see it, a measure of 
disarmament is the only thing we 
can now do quickly to give direct 
proof of that feeling of friendship 
for each other which is, and alone 
can be the basis of real peace. And 
let us not forget that the profitable 
investment of large sums of private 
capital in the production and sale of 
armaments creates a powerful 
economic interest in the community 
interested in war. War profiteering 
is by no means limited to war times.

war. 
no means

re-

your country 
and mine. It is no longer necessary : 
While we do not forget these things 
we cease to speak of them. I believe 
the time has come when our mutual 
friendliness, our neighborliness, our 
unselfish interest in each other’s 
welfare, can be taken for granted. 
Yet in those peaceful relations of 
many generations standing, there is 
a lesson to be learned an all-import­
ant, a fundamental lesson in interna­
tional relationships. Some may say 
that in our case the maintenance of 
peace is so obviously good business 
that such materially-minded people 
as ourselves would not act otherwise. 
I admit that, 
good business. I think you will agree 
with me, however, that our peaceful 
relations have prevailed not because 
we have made treaties to abstain 
from war, or to abstain from making 
war an instrument of national 
policy—treaties have played very 
little part in our international diplo­
macy—the real reason for this happy 
history is that the peace between 
your country and mine has not been 
merely a negative peace, but a posi­
tive peace, founded on beliefs and 
sentiments of mutual friendship and 
mutual self-interest.

TEMPORARY SUSPENSE.
“The world at the present time 

regards war as a normal condition, 
as something which is inevitable and 
only in temporary suspense. How, 
for instance, would any of us define 
peace? How does 
peace? Nine people out of 10 will 
say ‘Peace is when there is no war.’ 
That definition is wrong ; it misleads, 
but it is how we do look at it.

“War, I repeat, is just as definite 
a fact for most of humanity 
lava in an active volcano to the peo­
ple who live on its flanks. The vol­
cano may be silent for a year, for 
10 years, for a century, but the 
frightful cauldron is boiling all the 
time and on the appointed day comes 
the bursting of the crater, the crash 
and roar and flame, the 
molten rock flowing over the land, 
overwhelming all in its path, leaving 
terror, death and destruction in its 
wake.

and there I saw ambulance afte J 
ambulance full of wounded meii 
some shrieking, some groaning, som I 
dying, some dead, some just suffei I 
ing in patience, waiting to get to th | 
hospital gate. Inside the doors of | 
the building used as a hospital, its 
windows boarded up tight so that no 
light would reveal its position to 
enemy aircraft, the fumes of 
acetylene gas from the lamps, the 
terrible smell of gangrene from some 
of the wounds, the sickening odor of 
ether, the white faces of the worn- 
out nurses, the blood-stained hands 
of the doctors, who had to work as 
fast as butchers—only to save and 
not to kill—made a scene of horror I 
that I can never forget. And the] 
next time war comes that is what] 
we will see in our now peaceful | 
cities, and the doctors and the I 
wooden operating tables will be our I 
doctors and our office tables, and the I 
blood will be the blood of our wives I 
and our children,

“You say that is impossible—that I 
it could not happen. It may be im-1 
possible today, but it will happen to-1 
morrow, unless the viewpoint of I 
humanity is changed. I do not need I 
to remind you of our nearness to I 
scientific developments which will I 
make our very inmost cities as vui-1 
nerable as was the city of Rheims I 
when it came under the fire of Ger-1 
man guns.

“Let me give you another picture, I 
a picture of actual results of the war I 
that ended in 1918, the war ‘that I 
was to end war. ’ Eleven million I 
dead ! If they were buried side by I 
side the graveyard’ would extend I 
from New York to San Francisco, I 
from Gibraltar to Moscow; 9,000,000 I 
war orphans, 5,000,000 war widows. I 
20,000,000 helpless wounded broken I 
men. and 50.000 000 starving unem- I 
ployed. In the background of this I 
picture are the ruins of churches and I 
buildings and human institutions I 
which had been constructed by the I 
toil and sacrifice of centuries,

“A Canadian writer suggests that 
the statesmen and politicians of the 
world, particularly those selected for 
the Disarmament Conference, should 
conjure up that ghastly spectacle.

“Excessive armaments, I repeat, I 
are the outward and visible sign of I 
minds which regard war as normal. I 
Every one of the great powers, ex- I 
cept Germany, is spending far more I 
on armaments today than was spent | 
before the war; one writer puts it I 
at 70 per cent more than in 1913. I] 
Despite all high-sounding phrases 
and international pacts, the land, sea j 
and air forces of 1931 are far more 
formidable than those of 1914. Let 
us turn to history for a lesson. We 
saw how constant war preparation, 
reacting on and reacted upon by a I 
false philosophy, transformed a I 
peaceful people into a warlike one. I 
We saw the steady, quiet German I 
become a cold, ruthless fighter. Ar- I 
maments have always been created ] 
to be used. History has shown us | 
over and over again that nations 1 
brought up to the use of arms will I 
use arms. The world expenditure on I 
armaments today is officially esti- I 
mated by the League of Nations at I 
forty-five hundred million dollars I 
each year. We are reminded of the I 
words of Viscount Grey, Foreign I 
Minister in England in the years I 
before the war, when he told the I 
world :
“ ‘The enormous growth of arma-1 

ments in Europe, the sense of inse-1 
curity and fear caused by them—it I 
is these that make war inevitable,’
FOR EVER AT WAR

anyone define

as the

But peace is always

river of

“Such is war, and if all of us had 
seen at close quarters, as I have 
seen, the misery that war brings 
with it, we would not be surprised 
that those who took part in the last 
great struggle pray that they may 
never take part in war again. In the 
next war if we cannot do something 
now to prevent war—the nations 
will kill,

"When your President invited me 
to be chairman of this gathering he 
said he supposed my views would be 
those of the average public man out­
side of the military services. The 
full implication of his words I do 
not know, but I take it he feels that 
in the United States, as in all coun­
tries, there is usually a difference of 
opinion between those who have 
some technical knowledge of these 
matters and those who have not. I 
am on both sides of that fence—once 
in the military service, I am now an 
average public man.

maim, wound, destroy, 
ruthlessly—and it will not make any 
difference whether the victims 
soldiers or civilians. It is folly to 
suppose that ‘rules’ for the con­
duct of war will be observed, as in 
an athletic contest, or that there can 
ever be ‘humane warfare’. The end 
of war is slaughter, and from that 
slaughter civilians are not immune. 
Let me say this, that if your country 
were at war, every one of 
and women, would be conscripted 
for war and your wealth also. 
Whether you actively fought or 
didn’t fight, you would be just as re­
sponsible for all its horrors as would 
your soldiers and leaders. You can­
not escape 
selves by
era warfare no weapon will be ig­
nored that can weaken the morale of 
the other side. The weakening of 
the morale of enemy civilians will be 
just as important as the destroying 
of armies.

are

you, men

MILITARY VIEWPOINT
“In giving consideration to the 

views on disarmament advanced by 
our soldiers and sailors, let us al­
ways remember that when war comes 
it is their lives which are first sac­
rificed, that they usually are not poli­
ticians and that it is their custom to 
speak in the most direct and out­
spoken manner, and that they cannot 

; forget—they must not forget their 
sacred responsibility to advise what 
they consider best for the safety of 
their country under all circumstances. 
They are not responsible for politi­
cal relationships ; they take these as 
they find them and they advise ac­
cordingly. It would be most unfair 
and unjust to say that our sailors 

j and soldiers are all anti-disarmament, 
for I am sure that honest mutual 
universal disarmament would find 
among them many champions.

“I know that one of the dearest 
hopes of the men who actually 
fought in the Great War—the one 
which most sustained them in those 
tragic days—was that their efforts if 

I victorious would put an end to all 
war. In every mess on the Western 
front through four long years one 
heard this hope expressed ; it sus­
tained us through every ordeal. I 

,do not know how many of the men 
who then controlled the destinies of 
Europe entertained such hopes, but l 
do know that thousands, yes hun­
dreds of thousands of citizens sacri­
ficed their happiness, their health, 
their fortune and their hopes of for­
tune, and their lives in the hope of 
winning permanent peace for their 
children and for generations yet un­
born. Let me add that I was one 
of that number—alas now sadly dis­
illusioned. And while I am now un­
alterably opposed to excessive arma­
ments and support to the best of my 
ability, honest, fair and universal 
disarmament, I am not a pacifist.
If unfortunately my country were 
forced into another war I would offer 
my services willingly but not gladly, 
and I would carry out every duty 
faithfully and zealously, although I 
know that war is not a game of J 
“bumble-puppy”—that its business is 
killing.

"This National Republican Club is,
I take it, a political and national or- j 
ganization. Its members are drawn1 
from but one of the political parties 
in this country. Let me say at once 
that the subject we are discussing 
today cannot be discussed in terms 
of partisan politics, nor can it be 
discussed from the point of view of 
one country alone. That has been the 
weakness of every conference on dis­
armament. There has been far too 
much partisan politics, far too much 
national politics and far too little 
world policy. Disarmament, I re­
peat, is not a question for any one 
party or for any one country ; it is a 
question for the world. We must get 
outside the bounds of party and of 
country if we are to give it the con­
sideration it deserves and requires. 
Unless we are prepared to recognize 

1 that the nations of the world are 
more than ever dependent on one 
another and that the social economic 
and cultural welfare of one is vitally 
influenced by the social economic 
and cultural welfare of the others, 
unless we will approach the consid­
eration of this question in that spirit 
we cannot be hopeful of a success­
ful or satisfactory issue of any dis­
armament conference. As long as 

| each nation seeks only to make her­
self secure against any possible 
combination of attack, as long as the 
present wasteful Competition in arm- 

1 ament continues unabated, as long as 
only a selfish nationalistic mentality 

I sways the minds of nations, just so 
long will it be futile to talk of na­
tional disarmament.

"I do not think it is my function, 
r-lndeed it would be an unforgivable I

you cannot shelter your- 
being civilians, for in mod-

“Nations now are using all the 
arts they ever knew and all the sci­
ence they have mastered, to destroy, 
wholesale, and they will continue to 
do so as long as we will have war. 
In future it will be no use whatever 
to say that we must not use poison 
gas, we must not spread disease 
germs, we must not kill civilians, we 
must not have submarine warfare, 
we must not destroy hospital ships, 
we must not bomb hospitals, we 
must not drop bombs on undefended 
towns. All these things will be done, 
and the people who live in the re­
mote parts of countries will be killed 
just as horribly and cruelly as those 
in the war zone,—and , more fright­
fully, because they will have no 
protection.
RECALLS PICTURE.

“Let me give you one picture of 
war, a memory I carry from the 
battle of Amiens. That battle was 
a great victory. It was perhaps the 
greatest triumph we had. Our 
troops went into it fit and healthy, 
high-spirited and well-trained. We 
had plenty of artillery, we had 
plenty of tanks. The Germans were 
completely surprised and thoroughly 
beaten. At the end of the day I 
was asked to go back to a casualty 
clearing station. I was told that 
something was wrong. I went back. 
And there I saw the aftermath of 
victory. Something was indeed

j wrong. The extraordinary secrecy 
; of the movement had somehow ham- to talk about ‘the war being over,’ 

pered the army medical services, for the whole thought of humanity is

“Gentlemen, it is useless and futile
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manity has travelled too far along 
the path of international bitterness 
and hate this last half century and 
especially since that darkest day 
that ever dawned in human history, 
the morning of the fourth of August, I 
1914. It is futile, therefore, to ex-1 
pect that we can retrace the whole I 
distance we have covered during this I 
time in the twinkling of an eye. All! 
that we can do, it seems to me, is I 
to unitedly set our faces in the op­
posite direction, and to do every 
practical thing we can from now on 
to remove all existing causes of in­
ternational mistrust and fear.
“NOT A PHANTOM.”

“We are sometimes told that to 
talk about disarmament is merely 
to waste our time. But our discus 
sion cannot be futile. Disarmament 
is not a phantom. It is the first de­
finite step towards the goal for 
which we are all striving, the goal 
that is now clouded in the mists of 
selfishness and prejudice and tradi­
tion, but which in due time will be 
attained. Peace is the most practical 
subject to talk about in the modern 
world. Unless it permeates the 
thought of the world until war be­
comes unthinkable, the world is 
doomed to destruction. Its salvation 
is disarmament. Today the nations 
live in an atmosphere of fear, in a 
shadowy haze of insecurity. They 
are suspicious, one of the other. They 
seem ever to be on the alert, to be 
'standing to,’ as it were, each watch­
ful of the other, as if expectant of a 
treacherous move. This attitude of 
fear must disappear, and its disap­
pearance will be hastened by disar­
mament. Because that cannot be 
immediate and complete does not 
mean that it can never come, or that i 
we should not strive for its achieve- | 
ment.

“Notwithstanding the views of pes­
simists and cynics, this world of ours 
is a world of progress. It is a better 
and greater world than the world of 
our fathers. With the years it has 
moved upward from the jungle, slow­
ly perhaps at times, but nevertheless 
surely. Our task in this country is 
plain—it is to accelerate the world’s 
progress towards peace, until the 
code of the tiger is a code of the past 
and harmony rules the hearts of men 
and nations.

“I am here today, and you are here, 
because we believe that disarmament 
is the greatest factor in bringing in 
that dreamed era of universal peace,
—an era in which brotherly love and 
the spirit of neighborliness take the 
place of hate, an era in which the 
absence of arms eliminates fear and 
suspicion, an era In which the in harmony 
honors of the field of slaughter and and faith."

cano, sitting on top 4)t the ammuni­
tion, there can be no peace. No, my 
friends ; nineteen hundred years 
after the coming of the Prince of 
Peace we are still at war. It is but 
nonsense to talk of this or that 
peoples as ‘peace-loving.’ There is 
no peace ; you cannot love a negation. 
You yourselves are spending $2,000,- 
000 a day on war, and no nation has 
made greater progress since .1918 in 
promoting the strength and effective­
ness of its military power. The mere 
fact that the guns are not being fired 
at this 'moment does not alter the 
situation — the hideous fact is that 
mankind is still at war.

“Since the war certain steps have 
been taken, certain agreements made 
which it was fondly hoped would les­
sen the possibility of hostilities. A 
League of Nations was created and 
machinery for its functioning estab­
lished. It lacked certain elements of 
strength from its beginning; your 
great nation stood out, and Russia 
was not admitted. Furthermore, in 
a world which still thinks in terms of 
force it lacked the means to enforce 
its wishes and decisions. That posi­
tive weakness has been woefully 
apparent in recent months and con­
fidence in the League rudely shaken. 
Then we have relied on Washington 
Pacts — and I’ll not be thought rude 
if I intimate that we’ve been disap­
pointed. And last we had the Kel- 
logg-Briand treaty which registered 
the determination of over 60 coun­
tries, including yours and mine.

“ 'that they condemned recourse to 
war . . . and renounced it as an in­
strument of national policy in their 
relations with one another; and that 
the settlement or solution of all dis­
putes or conflicts of whatever nature 
. . . should never be sought except 
by pacific means.’

“Could anything be more explicit? 
But how honest were the countries 
that signed? Let us be honest. If 
we are not going to use war as an 
instrument of national policy, surely 
we do not require the great arma­
ments of today. As for the Kellogg- 
Brland treaty, it has had its test in 
the past months in the Orient, that 
new centre of world politics, and 
there is only one thing to be said 
Of the result ; the Kellogg-Briand 
treaty has failed, if words mean 
anything whatever excuses may be 
offered. These who will fearlessly 
face facts will see that all these 
treaties, peace pacts, promises, can­
not save us, as long as the whole 
world is bent on piling up the guns 
and ammunition, one nation against 
another.

“It would, however, be poor policy 
at the present time to advocate any­
thing like total disarmament. Hu-

the cruel and grievous aftermath of 
battle will be unknown, an era in 
which,—as it was hoped more than 
300 years ago,—'each man will sit 
secure under his own fig tree and 
sing the merry song of peace to all 
his neighbors.’ That is the task of 
the twentieth century. That must 
be our greatest contribution to the 

of the world. And that,progress
gentlemen, is not an idle dream. It 
is a fact which can be realized by 
the nations of the world, working 

and in mutual regard

There may be peace here, or or another, the eruption may kill 
peace there, temporarily ; but man is millions or only thousands, but Until 
essentially and forever at war. The the peoples of the world refuse to g0 
volume may burst out In one place on living on the slopes of the V°I-

war.
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CANADIAN GENERAL 
URGES CUT IN ARMS

r

Peace Treaties Are Useless in 
Face of War Machines, Sir 
Arthur Currie Says Here.

VINSON FOR A BIG NAVY

Representative Asserts We Must 
Have a Force Sufficient to 

Conquer Any Foe.

Treaties and agreements are use- : 
less as long as armaments are piled 
up by the nations, and unless peace 
permeates the thought of the world 
it is doomed to destruction, General 
Sir Arthur W. Currie, principal and 
vice chancellor of McGill University, 
Montreal, and commander of the 
Canadian Corps during tjie latter 
part of the World War, told 
bers of the National Republican 
Club, 54 West Fortieth Street, yester­
day at a luncheon discussion of 
disarmament.

mem-

Representative Carl Vinson 
Georgia, chairman of the House I 
Committee on Naval Affairs, spoke 
emphatically In behalf of “an ade­
quate navy." “And by adequate,” 
he said, I mean one that we can 
rely upon for victory beyond the 
shadow of a doubt.”
General Nolan Opposes Army Cut.
Major Gen. Dennis E. Nolan, 

mander of the Second Corps Army 
Area, presented figures to show that 
this country had already taken the 
14ad,i“ ,th.e reduction of land forces 
fejfl^bhat It could hardly be expected 

any further reduction at the 
Geueva conference next month. He 
added that, in view or the figures

it would not be. reasonable to ex­
pect this government, in any formula
îhat it r?ductÀon of ,and armament! 
that IS agreed upon, to forego
ught. to maintain forces fullv com- 
rnensurate with those of other great powers.”

Disarmament conferences have hith-

of j

com-

the
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CHALLENGED AS
Vinson, Georgia Representa­

tive, Urges Efficient Army 
and Navy of Treaty Strength
Representative Carl Vinson -of 

Georgia, chairman of the House 
naval committee, challenged the 
conception of disarmament as in­
surance against war in speaking 
before members of the National 
Republican Club here yesterday.

Congressman Vinson said:
“The plea has been made that 

Great Britain must control the 
seas to insure her food supplies. 
It is true that she must have 
free intercourse with Europe 
across a narrow, almost an in­
land sea. But she has no more 
need to dominate the other seas 
than we.

FLIMSY CONFESSION.
"To yield control of the seas 

to Great Britain is to sacrifice 
the great commercial future of 
eur country. To have a navy 
only equal to that of Great 
Britain is indeed a flimsy con­
fession on our part rather than 
an achievement.

“From my remarks you know 
I am no pacifist. Nor do I be­
lieve that utopia can be achieved 
through disarmament. Rather 
do I believe that peace and 
safety for our country can best 
be achieved by keeping a mod­
erate and efficient standing 
army and by building our navy 
up to the strength allowed un­
der the Washington and London 
treaties.

QUOTES WASHINGTON.
“Having done that we should 

refrain from giving unwanted 
and unwelcome advice to all the 
other nations of the earth. We. 
should remember the words of 
Washington:

“ ‘To be prepared for war is 
one of the most essential means 
of preserving peace’.”
A protest against reducing the 

standing army of the United 
made by Major General Den­

nis E. Nolan.

a
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Navy Programme Completed 
Calls for $700,000,000 

Worth of Shipswith

[an “entirely
(By The Associated Press.) 

Washington, January 3.—Talk 
of arms limitation 
with

illation in of- 
ught over a 
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the event it 
ick was un­

til State De- 
liften in the 
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merged today 
the announcement that a d!

United States 
$700,000,000 worth of 
ships lias been completed.

Chairman Vinson of the House 
naval committee said he would in­
troduce tomorrow a bill for 120 
new vessels costing $816,250,000. 
All of these but two aircraft car­
riers, he emphasized, will replace 
over-age and obsolescent ships.

Meanwhile, officials considered 
subjects likely to come before the 
United States delegates in their 
preliminary talk Tuesday on the 
February Geneva conference.

1 inson's ten-year programme, 
drawn with the assistance and 
proval of the navy general be 
also calls for the completion of 
ships now under construction at 
cost of $91,500,000.
1 nînn s.e incIude seven 8-inch guns, 
10,000-ton cruisers. A controver­
sial type much discussed at 
disarmament meetings and due to 
figure in the new Negotiations, 
eign nations have 
smaller type cruisers.

tde same time, it was empha­
sized the navy has somewhat . 
fied its plans for the 8-inch eu 
ships now on the 
ing tanks
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-, being added, addi- 
tionai armor is being placed, and 
the anti-aircraft guns are hein» 
changed and given more protection.

Chairman Vinson will bring the 
construction programme before his 
committee Tuesday. The Senate 
naval committee will begin hearings 
Wednesday on the bill by Senator 
Hale, Republican, Maine, to author­
ise a fleet as big as treaties allow 
His proposal, however, differs from 
Vinsons in that Hale would not 
direct that any specific vessels be 
built within any particular time. 
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Doolittle Lands at Havana
Havana, Cuba. January '3. — Ma- 

jor James Doolittle, ori a goodwill 
f ight with three passengers from 
ot. Homs, landed here at 3-47 
today.

F to ad- 
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pe Nan- Cent:p.m.

------------—---------------------- — Dover]
Three Rivers Hotel Burned

Three Rivers. January 3.—Damage tween a 
or approximately $100.000 was done Central! 
by fire to Dufresne’s Hotel, in the less of 
heart of the commercial district here ttireatei 
tonight. city. 1
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March 4, 1952»

Mr. Laurence Tombs» 
League of Hat ions, 
Genera. Switzerland,

tty dear Mr. Tombs,

Let me thank you for your letter of February 
50th and for its interesting disclosure, that so many McGill 
graduates are in Geneva. Can that in any way be a tribute 
to the ” internat! cnal-mindedness of McGill”? I have also
received the proposal of the French delegation having to do 
vith .he reduction and limitation of armaments and certain 
t rb tiia reports: thank you very much for your courtesy in 
sending them to me.

I am taking the liberty of sending to you 
a copy of an address I made before the National Republican 
Club in New York In January. In addition to myself, a
Major General of the regular arm- spoke, but his remarks 
vtre xargely what you would expect from any general in the 
regular army. The third speaker, however, was a man by 
the name of Vins en, a member of Congress from Alabama cr 
Georgia. He was a very truculent person and claixred that 
as the U,L. was the only nation that could afford a large 
army and navy, therefore they should have the large-t. 
also gave it as his opinion that it 
the part of the U.r*

He
was a condescension on 

to allorr Great Britain to have a navy 
equal to the American navy. Many other bombastic utterances 
by the same man were heartily cheered.

Please remember me most kindly t 
Hurlbatt and all the others you have mentioned.

The three greet problems in Canada just 
, the unemployment situation, t e railway investi­

gation, and the St. Lawrence waterways.

Mis s

now are

Regarding the unemployment situation, 
th© government has spent many millions in its endeavour to 
help those out of work. To these millions the provinces 
and the municipalities have contributed, but once more we 
have charges which can easily be substantiated, W l »h e i,lw 
who are to be benefited receive only about one-fifth of the 
money that has been voted. We decided not to have the dole,



.__________________

2.

we were going to create works in whicli the men could be 
employed! I do not suppose many of these pro Jects have 
been completed, but they have furnished a fine opportunity 
for graft which was readily accepted, 
be the hardest month we have had yet.

As to the railway investigation, nobody knows 
what will omme out of it, but a significant thing is the 
demand for C.7,R, shares, a good deal of this being quite 
pronounced from your side of the rater

March will probably

As to the St.Lawrence waterways, Mr. Bennett 
is keeping us very much in the dark. Everybody feels si re 
that some agreement has been reached between the U.S. and 
this country, but what that agreement is the public 
tainly do not know.

cer-

Looking forward to seeing you this summer, and
with kindest wishes,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,

rinci pal



I have acknowledged "before now your very

before the Katioml
ïour letter cane when I was on mission in Poland.- and I have 
nad to go to -taris twice recently and have just got back to 
ueneva. I read your address with a great deal of interest- 
he type of speech thait few people are courageous enough to 

ma,iC9 • large sections of it should be read and re-read.

kind letter of

o-n™ ^°!t ,?f th8 "bi6 guns”,including lûM.Bnïning and

te ready yet to play its part°If festively°in te reig n^oli ti cs .

o, T . , ^f you expect to be in Europe this spring or
.uirmer I d o hope you will find time to visit Gene to. My wife
the sraer,*0 80 hcB0 on l9aTa s™etloe before the end'of

\
With kind regards,

,, . n Canadians are still comirg to Geneva this spring

hear Sir Arthur,

4 Route de Lalagnou, 
Gen eva,

April 18th 1932

Yours faithfully,

ïïïnctpaiati c^'ioP2'0 'B-'
McGill University 1
Montreal.
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KEEP FAITH IN LEAGUE, URGES HON. VINCENT MASSEY
t

II analogy between the two sets of cir­
cumstances is fairly close. There was 
no League of Nations then to express 
world opinion. The only check on 

! Japan came through the ambitions of 
rival powers—notably Russia—which 
made use of the troubled waters to 
fish as best they could, and the imme­
diate consequence was another war— 

I this time between Russia and Japan.
1 Japanese conquest in this instance was 
followed by concession grabbing on the 
part of other powers, which led to a

FORMER MINISTER TO WASHINGTON SPEAKS TO whawapfn had0SdoiUefor h“°rseiay 111

1,000; CRITICIZES EARLY INDECISION IN 

SINO-JAPANESE CRISIS

*»Statesmanship In 
Saddle at Geneva

advance which it means, any 
small lapses on the part of the 
League, are trifling indeed. The 
great choice is made, the great 
renunciation is over, and man­
kind has, as it were at one 
bound and in the short space of 
10 years, jumped from the old 
order to the new, across a gulf 
which may yet prove to be the 
greatest break or divide in human 
history’.
“And we may agree too with Lord 

Grey when he said, only three months 
ago that, judged by the amount of 
progress which it has made in the last 
few years “the institution of the 
League of Nations and the work it has 
already done are perhaps the greatest 
landmark of progress in the history of 
the world.”

"The League represents the greatest 
effort in human history to replace in 
international life the law of the jungle 
with decency and order. Let us not 
lose faith in the League. Let us hope 
with an unbroken confidence that 
those ideals will remain unsullied and 
inviolate, those principles, like truth 
itself, will ultimately prevail.”

Consuls Speak

I

Guesbj at Dinner for Hon. Vincent Massey
-

Pill
* !

I1 1
Ii 11■

llfhad r ' iL.. 1
rii ill

m « J|Impossible Now
“Now, however, the mobilization of 

world opinion through the League, and 
the resulting focus of attention on the

•‘STATESMANSHIP at Geneva has again asserted £TtAtX‘S%
O itself,” declared Hoi Vincent Massey last night,, XÜ3* Iff*£LSS

as he launched the plea: “Let us not lose faith in the j ?. “put*™*™
■League OI .Nations. only after a period of two months or

The former Canadian Minister to Washington ad- ! 
dressed the Border Cities branch of the League of
Nations Society in the Prince Edward Hotel the situation by the council of the

Indecision and faltering, which had marked the j 
course of the League Council for many months in the^eVre^Æhe^oîtf^ 
dealing with the Sino-Japanese crisis, has given way
tO a reassertion Of the League S authority, as evi- ternational body, the parties in tliis 
denced in the Assembly declaration last Friday, i^p^d ZeVnT^tTS 
reserving the right to outlaw any treaties in the ^“hel 
Orient which violate existing covenants, he inevitabiy on the defensive.

,
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Following the banquet which com­
menced at 6:30 o’clock, Harry F. Haw­
ley, United States consul in Windsor, 
and L. C. Hughes-Hallett, British 
consul in Detroit, spoke briefly.

Mr. Hawley prefaced his remarks by 
commending Mr. Massey on his work 
in Washington, while he was Cana­
dian minister to the United States, 
referring specifically to his efforts 
when immigration restrictions affect­
ing Canadians were an important ques­
tion. A similar compliment was paid 
Mr. Massey, by Mr. Hughes-Hallett.

It is imprudent for a United states 
foreign service officer to comment up­
on affairs at Geneva, Mr. Hawley 
stated, but he expressed his admira­
tion for the alms and accomplish­
ments of the League of Nations.

Paul Martin, president of the local 
branch of the League of Nations’ 
Society, was chairman at this banquet 
and at the meeting in the hotel ball­
room. Also on the platform at the 
meeting were Mayor Croll, D. M. Eagle, 
president of the Border Chamber of 
Commerce, H. H. Rice, president of the 
English-Speaking Union, Detroit, Mr. 
Hughes-Hallett, and Mr. Hawley

;, *i : VS

explained. The Real Tragedy,
“The tragedy of the Eastern ques­

tion is, of course, just this, that the 
Japanese Empire—one of the founders 
of the League itself, chose to disregard 
its good offices in those troubles In 
Manchuria which it might have helped 
to solve. The front pages of news­
papers for weeks have dealt with the 
situation in Shanghai. We must re­
member that however spectacular 
Shanghai may have been In the last 
few weeks, the seat of the trouble has 
been and still is in Manchuria. Here 
Japan had a good case. Her great in­
vestments were in danger from the 
breakdown of Government in these 
three Chinese provinces. Through the 
existing anarchy and misrule she had 
been able to gain no satisfaction for 
the many grievances which had piled 
up over the years. But how did she 
deal with the situation? As a dis­
tinguished Japanese general himself 
has admitted, the policy of his Govern­
ment in Manchuria has been too often 
none too happy, an effort to over­
awe the Chinese population through 
military force. This has deeply of­
fended the Chinese, who have replied 
in terms of irritating pin pricks 
through constant b an cU try and 
sabotage.

Criticizes Fumbling no enemies, our national ambitions 
need cause no apprehension and v/e 
are too young for our good faith to 
suffer from the misdeeds of a previous 
age. We have no heritage of the sins 
of past generations. Our detachment, 
therefore lends weight to what we say 
in an international conference.

After sharp criticism of the League 
Council’s uncertainty in the early 
stages of the Oriental dispute, and 
remarking that the chief effect of the 
League’s ultimatum to Japan to with­
draw its troops from Manchuria had 
been to unite a previously divided 
Japan behind the military party, when 
Japan called Geneva’s “bluff,” Mr, 
Massey concluded:

“The League represents the greatest 
effort to replace in international life

TJON. VINCENT MASSEY, former Canadian Minister 
fl to Washington, was guest of honor at a banquet in 
the Prince Edward Hotel last night, prior to delivering

Cities branch of the

as possible at first hand. If, on the 
other hand, you are prepared to back 
up your decisions with force you need 
be less careful as to whether you cause 
offense to the nation involved, for its 
assent in such a case is not required. 
If you have sanctions behind you (as 
you have in the case of arbitration or 
if an economic boycott Is under con­
sideration), you can afford to be arbi­
trary, but conciliation involves 
sanctions of any kind and is success!tAT 
only if .the goodwill and co-operationj ! 
of both parties is secured. It seems 
to me that in the first weeks of the 
controversy there was a failure to ap­
preciate the conditions which alone 
can make conciliation successful.

can be scrutinized in the light of those 
conventions which already bear on the 
issues of the Far East.

Defeat Not the Thing
“After all, it is well to remember 

that this issue in the East, grave 
though It is, represents only one epi­
sode in a procession of many. Let us 
try to see things in a proper per­
spective. Suppose the League disap­
points us in this present Instance. If 
it keeps its sacred principles uncom­
promised we need have no fear. The 
only danger is that through a tendency 
to mere manoeuvre or too great 
effort to please, those principles may 
not be honestly upheld, That would 
be the great betrayal. Defeat itself 
would be, by way of comparison, noth­
ing; it would only serve to show that 
the old nationalism of the 19th cen­
tury In certain quarters of the world 
at least, is still too strong for the 20th 
century ideas which the League repre­
sents; that we have a longer road to 
travel than we had thought. But Î 
agree with General Smuts when he 
said, some two years ago in speaking 
of its establishment :

Small Failures Trifling
- ‘By the side of that great de­

cision and the enormous step in

the Prince Edward Hotel last ni 
an address to the Border 
League of Nations Society. Above are some of the 
other guests and Society executives. From left to 
right, they are: Miss Catherine Straith, Society official; 
Rev. C. W. Foreman, rector of St. Mary’s Church; 
Mayor Croll; Mrs. Harry F. Hawley, wife of the 
United States Consul in Windsor; Mrs. L. C. Hughes- 
Hallett, wife of the British Consul in Detroit; Mr. 
Massey; Mr. Paul Martin, president of the local branch 
of the Society; Mrs. Massey, and Mr. Hughes-Hallett.

Take Position Seriously
“There are, perhaps, two reasons, 

therefore, why we should take our 
the law of the jungle with decency j membership in the League most seri- 
and order. Let us not lose faith in ously. The first is obvious. Not only 

hope with an un- do we know, since 1914, only too well 
broken confidence that those ideals how we may be involved in the reper- 
will remain unsullied and inviolate, eussions of distant events, and should 
and like truth itself, will ultimately therefore pay heed to them, but sec- 
prevail.” ondly, we must not overlook the con-

A crowd estimated at 1,000 packed tribution in an active sense, which 
the ballroom and balcony to hear Mr. we can make to the settlement of the 
Massey. Many others could not be difficulties which these events present, 
accommodated. Perhaps this is peculiarly true of ques­

tions in the Fart East. It was a Cana­
dian voice that led to the abrogation 
of the Anglo-Japanese alliance and the 
substitution for it of a collective treaty 
which is one of the greatest forces for 
peace in the East today. Let us take 
our membership in the League, there­
fore seriously, not as a luxury, a sort 
of stage property to embellish our 
international status, but as a very 
stern responsibility. We may well re­
member, too, that our voice in its 
councils will be effective in proportion 
to the right feeling and clear thinking 
which the men and women of Canada 
can lend to the perplexing subjects 
with which it has to deal.

Vote of Thanks
On the conclusion of Mr. Massey’s 

address, a vote of thanks was proposed 
by Norman A. McLarty, who stated 
that the guest speaker “is the first 
man in this country who thinks not 
only in a national way, but in an inter­
national way, and who wishes us to 
take our place in settling the disputes 
of the nations of the world.”

The vote of thanks was seconded by 
Miss M. Catherine Straith, an official 
of the Border Cities Branch of the 
League of Nations’ Society.

Robert L. Bateman, accompanied by 
Miss Ogden, sang two solos.

In the afternoon at 4 o’clock, Mr. 
Massey spoke over WWJ on “Some 
Aspects of the Far Eastern Situation,” 
the substance of which was embodied 
in his address last night.

an
Distance Difficulty the contrary effect on the Chinese 

youth who represent at the moment 
the most strident form of nationalism. 
Japan doesn’t seem to be a unit in 
this venture. The young business men 
and young academic people in Japan 
seem to possess a broader outlook on 
international issues and one is dis­
posed to believe that the more war­
like mind of thq country is to be found 
in a generation closer to the old 
Samurai tradition—one which must 
sooner or later hand the reins over to 
their successors.

“However, let’s be honest with our­
selves. Whatever unanimity exists in 
Japan at present we cannot regard her 
present actions as being in accord 
with the solemn engagements em­
bodied in those collective treaties to 
which she is a signatory. The issue is 
therefore fairly joined, on an impres­
sive scale, between the force of law 
and the law of force. We can ap­
preciate the feelings of a proud people 
such as the Japanese are, when their 
military honor is at stake hut we can 
be forgiven for being more sensitive 
still of the honor of the League of 
Nations and the principles of inter­
national order and decency for which 
is stands..

Effectiveness Recovered

foundly modified the nature of the 
League of Nations.Text of Speech

“Much of the difficulty was due to 
the distance involved. I have already 
ventured the suggestion that had the* 
Council of the League, or a committee 
of its members of cabinet rank, paid 
the eastern powers the compliment of 
holding their meetings on this all- 
important issue last autumn in Tokio 
and Nanking and Mukden, there 
might have been a better chance ot 
arriving at a sound judgment and oi 
gaining the confidence of the govern­
ments involved. Geneva and Part: 
are, after all, some 8,000 miles away 
from those Oriental communities ana 
when an exchange of views on higher 
delicate subjects is effected through 
cables which must be put into cipher 
and then decoded and translated and, 
passed through half a dozen hands., 
one is apt to have left nothing but the 
bare, uncompromising facts. Persona', 
touch and a knowledge of the atmos­
phere which cannot be transmitted by 
mechanical means, are, in such cases 

I essential to success.

Mr. Massey spoke as follows:
"I appreciate the privilege of fore­

gathering again with an audience in 
Windsor. The last occasion on which 
I had such a pleasure was in 1927. We 
were celebrating then the 60th anni­
versary of Confederation. This was a 
significant event, in our history be­
cause It marked hot only 60 years of 
national unity, but it marked the com­
pletion of our nationhood. The year 
1927 had some significance in another 
respect because five years ago. we 
seemed to be in the full tide of eco­
nomic progress which nothing could 
arrest; prosperity seemed to be as­
sured.

“We now meet in a different atmos­
phere-different in two senses. First, 
there is the obvious contrast marked 
by the universal depression in which 
Canada, like all other nations, has 
been caught. We now know that the 
old prosperity was ill-founded.

Two Schools
“After all, in the Inception of the 

League there were two schools of 
thought. On the one hand are those 
who look on it as a sort of super­
state. It was they who, in the first 
instance made provision in the Coven­
ant for the use of coercive machinery 
in the form of a diplomatic and 
economic boycott.

“The ultimate expression of this 
point of view is in the French proposal 
that the League should be provided 
with its own armed force. In the other 
school are those who have always held 
that the provision for the use of 
sanctions would be either inoperative 
(as apparently it is), or, if not, would 
be dangerous and that the League 
could only function as a free associa­
tion of sovereign peoples, acting both 
as an instrument and symbol of the 
moral authority of the members com­
posing it. In the first camp are the 
men who would put ‘teeth’ in the 
League of Nations. On the other side 
are those who hold that often a voice 
can be more potent than teeth. Such 
men would hold' that the principles for 
which the League stands are most 
likely to be operative when they can 
make an effective appeal to the mod­
erate element in each country on 
which our hopes ultimately rest; that 
they are less likely to be respected 
when they are imposed on a recalcit­
rant state by physical force. I hold 
the view that the League1 will not 
prosper by being used as a piece of 
coercive machinery.

Primitive
"The arguments on both sides in 

Manchuria have been lamentably 
primitive—intimidation on the 
hand and lawlessness on the other. 
The inevitable growth of emotional 
feeling made pacific settlement more 
and more difficult. Had machinery 
existed in the Far East, in the early 
days, similar to our International Joint 
Commission, which settles issues on 
our North American boundary line 

“The League of Nations is now meet- as they qrise. what a vast amount of 
ing the greatest crisis which it has met bitterness and misery might have 
since its foundation 12 years ago. It been averted. But such an institu­
ts confronted not only with the ag- tion could only function in Manchuria 
gravated crisis in the Far East but after certain fundamental questions 
also With the gravest issue with which had been settled. That, of course, 
it has yet been faced and which puts must now be the aim. 
its constitution and the conception .
behind It to a searching test, On the Local Episode
settlement of this crisis the future of ,, .
the League will inevitably turn. The , Japan has seen fit to regard her 
Aseembly has been summoned for the lssuefT.W'th China in the last six 
first time to deal, In an emergency mo^ths, tocal episode—a domestic 
session, with an internationaf dispute, ülat^er’ T,hîy hLayesaicl ‘don’t bother 
and this, after six months of effort in deaVjlth ,th.e Chinese, be-
which little seems to have been accom- £5^ a,™a^eT °f
plished. And while conversations pro- ^ven a brief so joui n to the Orient 
ceed in Geneva, men oppose one an- r’hLfÎ!?^L ^5 visitor that neither
other under arms in Shanghai. Why SHii? s!L»2r seem to under"
should this hp9 r'HHpitimc cjup pact' stand each other at all. It is pér­
it has unfortunately become fZshinn haps naturaI thafc we should think of 
able to regard toe nerformZc^f th; these two Oriental peoples as being
League « Z/noTJT Theÿ'LÏstoîk^'i^u^
that of a futile and well-intentioned — to ma toed mJtrast in * »mfnrt Zir v 
body which has spent six laborious respect to thet virtues ^ well as in 
months in the painful and widely- toeto faults The JamneS Tre htoh v 
advertised accomplishment of nothing disciplined and self-rætoaintd Thevf hirto1 Z™^nZZhSJair- fUCh ^PrePssnethemseIves "totetion mo7e
fenefto? Uarks a easily than in words, which leads them
reaction from the sentimental appro- to resort to action where negotiation 
bation which the League has fre- might be wiser. They act naturally 
quently received. under authority, even autocratic con­

trol. On the other hand the Chinese 
are easy-going, a good-humored peo­
ple, democratic to toe point of resent­
ing government, excellent in diplo­
macy, to the point often of preferring 
words to deeds. If the Japanese love 
of action leads to excesses now and 
then. Chinese diplomacy too often ex­
presses itself in evasion and vacilla­
tion.
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Meeting Crisis
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Policy Confused“What we thought was toe glow of 
health on the face of society, five 
years ago, was really toe flush of 
fever. Civilization has seldom met 
with a disillusionment so universal 
and so fundamental. An English eco­
nomist said not long ago 
present depression ijvas different from 
many similar periods through which 
we have passed in recent years. The 
only depression which bears any re­
semblance to the present one, so he 
said, was one which lasted four hun­
dred years and was called toe Dark 
Ages. Let us hope on this occasion 
an economist was found jesting.

"The Council of the League Iasi 
autumn seems to have suffered frorr 
a confusion of policy. Was this to be 
conciliation or coercion? In any event 
the process of mediation having been 
found ineffective, the Council swung 
to toe other extreme and issued a per- ‘What can the League do? I thmk 
emptory order without the force to the League has enormously recovered 
make it effective. The order to Japan in its effectiveness. It is easy to say 
to withdraw its troops, in the classic ‘apply Article 16 against Japan’. This, 
language of poker was a bluff and the- ! if invoked, would impose on all mem- 
bluff was called. Furthermore, Japan, bers of toe League, other than Japan, 
as a proud and sensitive people, took the severance of all trade or financial 
offense at the action of the Council 1 relations, the prohibition of all inter- 
and opinion in Japan, however divid- course between their nationals and the 
ed it may have been before, was con- nationals of Japan and the prevention 
solidated behind the war party. There of all financial, commercial or per- 
are plenty of liberal-minded Japanese sonal intercourse between the nationals 
—I had the pleasure of meeting many of Japan and the nationals of any 
of them both in Shanghai and Tokio other state, whether a member of the 
—whose attitude to the League is both League or not.’ Are those who urge 
enlightened and co-onerative, but, un- such a drastic step conscious of the 
fortunately, as toe weeks passed and consequences of their own counsel? 
the Council of the League seemed to As some one has said, aren’t they 
the Japanese people both remote and 'getting the rudder mixed up with toe 
unsympathetic, Japan seemed to fall bowsprit’? Is the reluctance to employ 
more and under the influence of the force not a natural one? Has force 
military party, who are, as we know, very often solved anything in the in- 
pleased to regard the League of Na- ternatlonal sphere? Hasn’t it gener- 
ttons as an unlicensed intruder. ally created only a new set of difficul­

ties? Isn’t the world’s trade sufficiently 
mai-adjusted already without adding 
to the confusion? Is there not a like- 

“There was perhaps another cor.--Jfbood that the present conflagration 
sequence ot the League’s assumption might spread by just such action? 
of authority where there was no power Have wc found that a world war Is a 
to make it effective. This made it dif- 1 very effective means ot producing 
ficult for the Chinese not to fall into peace? 
the error of placing an undue faith ! 
in what the League could accomplish, j 
In toe expectation of the Council’s do- “In any event would not the vast 
ing all that it set out to do. It was j weight of the burden fall on two or 
natural enough that the Chinese de- j three member states amongst the 50 
mands should be stiffened according- jodd which comprise toe League? And

icould such action be taken without the 
“During toe last few weeks the j co-operation of the great non-Leame 

Shanghai phase of the struggle has states such as the United States and 
made the issues clearer. Japan has Russia? It would seem that physical 
been harrassed by a destructive boy- force is ruled out. On the other hand 
cott which has had a serious effect moral force has been shown to be of 
on her already difficult economic ! 
situation. That boycott is ruthless and 
vindictive. We must remember that 
65 percent of her textile trade is with 
the Yangtsze Valley alone. Perhaps 
the fear complex in the Japanese 
mind has had, as fear so often has, 
a direct consequence in the violence 
of her methods at Shanghai.
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New PrincipleNow a Nation
“The atmosphere of today is dif­

ferent frofti that of five years ago in 
another and perhaps less obvious re­
spect. Ninteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, as I have suggested, is a con­
venient date to mark toe completion 
of our nationhood. We are a nation in 
the fullest sense of the word and I 
needn’t remind you of toe pages which 
make up this chapter of achievement. 
We have acquired in Canada a na­
tional mind. That chapter is now 
finished but perhaps today the im­
portance of a new chapter is em­
phasized as never before. We need an­
other chapter by which we will 

- achieve an international mind as well. 
There is, I needn't remind you, noth­
ing contradictory between these two 
ideas ot a national sense and an in­
ternational outlook. The two things 
are, of course, complementary. One 
should follow toe other. If we have be­
come a self-respecting nation we are 
the better equipped to play our part 

• in toe world and it is more necessary 
that we should do so. And conditions 
of today demand such participation. 
This is no academic subject. I needn’t 
point out that the world lias now be­
come such an interwoven unit that 
less and less can we live to ourselves 
alone.
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“The League has refused to recog­
nize as valid any treaty brought into 
existence by the violation of existing 
engagements. This caveat may have 
widespread effect very difficult to 
measure today. Some experts have said 
that it marks a new principle in inter­
national law. As far as the present 
crisis is concerned it has the effect of 
suspending the judgment of the 
League until the treaties which must 
follow toe close of the present hostil­
ities are drafted and presented. If 
these are held by the League to involve 
an infringement of its own Covenant 
or the Treaty of Washington or the 
Pact of Paris, then those treaties (if 
the League means what it says) will 
have, in the eyes of the League and 
its member states, no sanction, no 
government set up under such treaties 
will have any standing, its laws 
have no force and investments made 
under such a government can have no 
security.

‘3 95
Eulogy Unwise

“Extreme eulogy in any circum­
stances is always as unwise as un­
thinking criticism. One should, of 
course, never accept the actions of 
any human agency as infallible simply 
because it stands for a noble ideal.
Idealism and mistaken judgment have, 
now and then, seen in company. Let 
us try to take the balanced view.

“It someone says to you that the
League has been a futile mechanism I “Such differences of character and 
from its inception and has done little temperament make the interposition 
but talk, you need but refer the of a third party essential. But apart 
doubter to one incident alone in which from that, our new conception of in­
toe League, through talking, stopped tenfational life today allows for no 
a war. The incident is worth recall- “local” quarrel between nations; the 
ing. Early one morning in October, world now holds that there can be' 
1925, the Secretary General of the no private war which is not a matter 
League received an appeal from Bui- for public concern. Even had China 
garia to the effect that Greek troops not invoked Article XI of the 
threatened to cross its frontier, fol- Covenant of the League, the Council 
lowing a border affray between sen- could have. taken action itself in a 
tries. In a few hours an extraordinary matter of such gravity. Japan’s pol­

icy would have occasioned no surprise 
in the 19th century In the absence of 
such international machinery as we 
have created since the war. A genera­
tion ago nations had to act in terms 
of “self-help,” but we are living in 
the 20th century and this new era 
has accepted the doctrine of collective 
responsibility in international affairs 
and the League is the most impres­
sive symbol of that revolutionary 
point of view.
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Power Unimpairedly.
“If such an interpretation is correct 

the power of the League to secure a 
satisfactory solution of the Eastern 
imbroglia is still unimpaired. We mav 

r .. have been disappointed all too fre-
httle avail. Is there any way out con- quently at the actions of the League 
sonant with the self-respect of the and its Council in the last six months 
League and with its solemn responsi- It has shown timidity, vacillation and 
bility of the League of Nations? This confusion of purpose. But the résolu- 
must be preserved inviolate. tions passed by toe Assembly a week

'If you asked each member of the ago show, in my opinion, that states- 
Leagiie, ’Has Japan broken the coven- manship at Geneva has again asserted 
ant?’ the answer would probably be a itself.
unanimous ‘Yes’. Even Japan herself “Let me say In all seriousness some- 
might admit that it was technically thing on which I believe we are In 
violated, although she would claim full agreement. Let us not lose faith 

“Here again, she has adopted the 'Ya<i1 Justifiable But In the League of Nations. Our courses
19th century course of self-help in an .ague collectively can not accuse should be rather now, above all times,
expedition which is both protective aPan because then it would be obliged to give it to toe utmost our intelligent
and punitive—to protect her nationals PYVVil ,her *ts economic sane- support. The Council,- after all, is
against the attacks of lawless people, lons W“IC“ **• 13 reluctant to apply, only a committee of governments; it
and to punish those organizations in TL ... n . » hot a superhuman body and can
China which are storing up hatred Way Uut he just as strong as, and no stronger
against her and embarrassing her i ••what is the wav -n,. ,an’ Public opinion among the peotrade. Japan justifies her action, how- Lems to hive been fnnnd? v™? ple® w£,ic^ Pese governments repre-
ever, by the view that China is not an -Y?u *}*ve sent. It is too early yet to judge toe
“organized people” and such questions thJ iLZrinn ati°n j£ague m Its relattou to this crisis,
as when a bandit is rîbt a bandit and £mb!y wZIdntvpa¥f„dh ^resolution Passed by the Assembly
when a war is not a war, she answer;- „1 lc!t) whic£ dedlares it on March 11 represents a new soiritfor herself. ! “ff" members of the and a new technique in the nrlsent

“The methods of her general staffIKvLtatuto S’! not to Te,cogu,izS emersency. Its authority was re 
would seem to us, in this instance. no’ J,™''uat^îî£ut»h?tïi2^f^ment whtch averted, 'he principles it represents 
only to conflict with international tZvto toe^rSL^Zt6 m®ans °°n- were re-stated and a special commute- 
ethics, but contrary to common sense. î ^ ,theT9ove,nant of the Bea?uf °f was struck with new and important 
When a community dislikes you so 1 mia Zt iM^far ^ lh»ienlaK? tt0T,: P°wcrs relating to the Eastern , ltua-
much that it will not trade with you, » Li J, "?°5e than that—it tion and the Assembly Is to remain in
the persuasion of machine guns and '• n,ft*ZfLv, gni!1Cantldfci, on' an session until toe crisis is over
high explosives would seem to be in- i£bs,erv?î has Pointed out, 'it does over’
effective. In Canada we would not re- t.2DtalP e immediate evacuation 
gard such weapons as the most useful ^ Manchuria; it does not preserve 
form of salesmanship. No good, how- a l-Aerr1t?r ^1 integrity and exist- 
ever, is accomplished by passing ulg Political independence as against 
solemn judgments on a great people external aggression. But it does out- 

_ _ , . however much one may disagree with „ the ot conquest. It does
Proper Technique the policy under which at the moment fncourage China to continue to refuse

it operates. As I have suggested if ° accept treaties dictated by the 
But iet us not discount the im- “If you choose the first course it is mav wen be that Japan Is not a unit Japanese military. It does subject portance of the League, even in this extremely important that you should- in this Shanghai venture 1 Japan to a legal blockade in theMan-

present Eastern crisis. It has had no n’t offend either disputant; you churian area which should have
small influence on the general situa- should make an appeal to reason and Youn* Folk MntWat» great financial consequences nvir it
tion. What would have happened if carry each party with you as far as 8 moderate ,3 hardly thinkable that any bank in
the present Crisis had occurred forty you can. Your oftly hope of arriving “I was conscious when I was in the London, Paris or New York would dare
years ago instead of now? We know at a settlement through this process East of the fact that the younger to extend credits to Japan while the
what would have happened, because is to be in touch with the atmosphere generation ‘of Japan seemed to have whole legal relationship of Japan tn
in 1895 a war did break out between of the situation, to avoid such publi- a more moderate view to foreign poliev the Asiatic mainland is under the taint
China and Japan, not that time over city as would cause embarrassment than their seniors, just as events in lot world wide outlawry ’ It mav well 
Manchuria, but over Korea, and the and to deal with toe situation as lar Manchuria and Shanghai are having 'be said that this resolution has
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session of the Council was called. This 
took place three days later, one mem­
ber arriving by airplane. In toe 
meantime the President of the Coun- 

iHTa have not onlv to realize our Mr. Briand, sent a telegram to
interdependence on the outside world th^rJar?65, Thev^hlve^thl toiunpP 
but we are forced to practice it. Our il™;
trade and all that goes to make up our When the Council met it gave
national life demand an international both governments 24 hours to order 
sense. We have achieved our nation- thej^ troops to withdraw behind their 
hood, it is true, but a nationhood un- respective frontiers and 60 hours, in 
used, after all, is as useless as a ship to accomplish the evacuation,
kept in the harbor This was carried out in time. A

' “Our position in the world is not commission of inquiry was sent to the
unimportant. For one thing we live spot, the Greek Government was de- “What has the League done? What 
in an age when the small nation is clared responsible, an indemnity was concrete action has it taken? Its
coming into its own. Before the Great 1 , d. duly paid by Greece and the function during the autumn months
War, the voice of state was potent in episode was closed. The League stop- seemed to be confined to Inquiry and 
direct proportion to the armaments Pea a Balkan war. admonition, neither of them having
behind it. This may be still in some -, — —... proved in this instance a very effec-
measùre true, but the Dominions r ar Hast Different tive means of stopping a dispute.
which like ourselves, have grown to ____There was one exception to this policy
full nationality within the British Em- and that is in the famous ordSr ta­
pira. have now an added weight in ^artern crisis have follow ed a similar sued on October 24th. instructing the 
world affairs through this British con- T Japanese to withdraw to within the
nection. I needn't remind you too how l“e League is not so high in Asia treaty zone by a certain day. This 
greatly the constitution of toe League as m rairope. ine orient is apt „o order j think has considerable import- 
of Nations has enhanced the status E®5?1,'' as a European body, too re- ance—not that it achieved its expect- 
and power of the small nation in toe 1™*® from the Oriental atmosphere ed result, far from it, but in the fact 
international world. î,° . ,a competent judge. Secondly, that it represents a serious error In

toe international status of Manchuria technique on toe part of toe Council, 
was m itsert controversial. Thirdly, toe jt would seem to be a matter of com- 
Japanese Government, under Its mill- mon sense that when you are dealing 
tary leadership chose to take advan- With two persons in a quarrel and de- 
tage of tins fact to act as if the sire to bring them to an agreement, 
machinery of toe League had no j you should make up your mind whe- 
bearing on the question. Japan has ; ther this is to be accomplished 
taken a course of action which would through a process of conciliation and 
have been appropriate in the 19to 
century, but now Is out of date.
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SEMET-SOLVAY COKE has many advan­
tages in home heating. It’s light on the shovel. 
Once you fill the fire pot in the morning, 
you’re usually through for the day, unless 
the weather is severe. And in temperature 
regulation, it has no equal. Anything from a 
slow-burning all-day-and-all-night glow, to 
a crackling hot fire can be obtained quickly 
with draft and damper controls, SEMET- 
SOLVAY COKE gives more abundant, clean 
beat, ton for ton, and dollar for dollar. Phone 
your order today—<

Wield Power
“Today in Geneva, in dealing with 

the vexed question of the Far East, 
the smaller states have a share out 
of all proportion to their size or their 
economic stake in the issue. There is 
reason to believe that the new Com­
mission of nineteen which is appoint­
ed to deal with the Eastern crisis, rep­
resented a victory of toe smaller na­
tions in the Assembly—a sort of “gin­
ger group” who were impatient of the 
caution of toe larger powers. (Their 
caution no doubt was due in a large 
measure to the tempering effect of 
responsibility.)

“It Is a source of great satisfaction 
to see Canada play its full part In 
this world Parliament. We are in a 
singularly happy position in inter­
national life. I think it can be said 
with accuracy that Canada possesses

Test to Come
“A further test will come with the 

junctions of toe Manchurian commis­
sion which is instructed to make a 
report (to quote its terms of refer­
ence) aiming at ’a final and funda- 
menal solution by the two govern­
ments of the questions at issue be- 
tween them.’ if the fog of bitterness 
and hatred lifts a little, It may still 
be possible for such a commission, 
acting as it does on the spot, to em­
ploy the art of conciliation and assist 
in arriving at a settlement. But 
whether this will be so or not, and 
whatever the settlement will be, toe 
League has now reserved its moral 
judgment until the Inevitable treaties

mediation or through the application 
of force.
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