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SINGER PATTERN.

This World-Renowned Sewing Machine

Is manufactured in Montreal as well ag in the State of New York, and is extensively sold in al]
parts of America, ag wel] a8 in Europe, There are more machines of this Pattern sold than of
any other pattern or principle in the world, and the WiLLIAMS' SixgrR is now admitted by all

© expert#to be the best made and most durable ¢ Singer ” machine in the market, On the
question of durability read the following testimonial from s lady who has uged one of our
machines for twelye years :—

LesvieviLie, Toronto, January 27, 1881,
MR.|Grorer Dawsox :

DEAR Sir,—In reply to your inquiries refnrding the Williamg’ Singer Machine which ]
purchased from the Company twelve years ago, i

to be a first.clags article in every respect. It has been constantly in uge during the past twelve

In consequence of the rapid increase of our business we have been obliged to remove
our Toronto Office to larger and more commodious Pbremises in the new bullding adjoin.
e.

ing the May Offic
e
Head Office, 847 Notre Dame St, » Montreal ;
D. GRARAM, Manager,
Toronto Office, BS King Sreet," West, 3
GEO. DAWSON Agent,
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New Year's Hymn.

‘0 YEAR that lies before us,
‘What shall thy record be,

As thy short months roll o'er us,
And swift thy moments flee ?

Now thou art fair and spotless
As childhood’s opening hour,

Thy bud so pure and stainless,
Say ! what shall be thy flower ?

““Thou bring'st new hope to cheer us,
New visions fair and bright,

Of higher aims and conquests,
And purer, clearer light ;

New strength for fresh endeavour,
New purpose firm and high,

New dreams of holy pleasures
‘Which wait us in the sky.

““So, year by year, in mercy,
To us it hath been given,

To climb from our past failures
Up one step nearer heaven ;

To strive each year we journey
Upon our pilgrim way

That each new fair to-morrow
Be better than to-day.

““ Lord, grant us grace to serve Thee
In serving each and all ;

Our hearts keep warm and trustful,
Protect us lest we fall ;

And if this year's last moments
On earth we may not see,

We know no harm will reach us,
For we shall be with Thee.”

—Janet Steel Pattinson,

Myself; My Work; and 1883.

Ax immense host of Sunday-school teachers
will be at work in 1883. We shall be of the
number, Weare the successors of a much larger
host ; we succeed men and women whose work in
the schools has ended, for they have goneinto
the grave where no one can work. They had
their short season, but it is over. We are the
predecessors of a still greater host, myriads of
whom are yet unborn. Our season will soon be
over, theirs will soon begin.

It each teacher will calculate how few at most,
when all are told, will be the number of hours he
can possibly ss»eml in his class in the whole of his
life ; if he will remember for how much shorter
time each separate scholar will remain under his
influence ; and if he will also remember that the
golden opportunity for this particular sort of ser-
vice will never recur again, it will surely stimu-
late him to consecrate more fully to God and the
school, his time, talent, energy, and love, Let
any one Sunday, any one lesson, any one oppor-
tunity in 1883 be unimproved, and none can
estimate the calamity, and few can realize how large
a proportion of the entire total of our possibility
ofl service will have been lost for ever. Well for
us all, well for the Church, well for the nation
and the world, if every one of the tens of thou-
sands of toilers in our schools will, in each hour
of service this year, sow some blessed seed of holy
truth in young hearts. We may live to gather
some of the fruit ; but if not, others will; and
though our season may end before the produce of
our toil is very rich, the seasons of God are eter-
nal, and in them the results of devoted work done
this year by servants unnoticed by the crowds,
but rewarded by the Master, shnl{ be plenteous
and blessed.—Adapted from Wesleyan Methodist
8. 8. Magazine.

e —————

CuiLpreN should attend church. They need
to worship God, and without such worship they
cannot grow strong in doing right.

Strive to enlist your pupils in a loyal and
loving support of your pastor,
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TORONTO, JANUARY, 1883,
A e s, st
Our Sunday-School Papers.

WE sent out a shorg time

The Sunday Sehoot Banuer,
W. H. wn'!mow, D.D, Editor,

Ry

since nearly threp

arters of a ton of specimens of our Sunday.

gchonl literature and

circulars as to our Sunday-

School work, Almadyavery mail brings numeroys
answers to our inquiries and subscriptions to our

periodicals,
Suggested impr its in our §
Papers or Sunday-School

writers have none to make ; others say,

'“‘JKTQ ’

In answer to our inquiries as to

day-School
system, most of the
‘“You
ing rapidly in improvement in both,”

SUNDAY SCHooL BANNER.
e e N

One minister asks for better illustrations, We
are happy to say that arrangements are bei;
mad

'ake a paper once a fortnight, it would
tter to have all the numbers of one pa; er ;
and to have another on alternate Sundnls for
other schools,

furnish everything that our Schools can need, at

the lowest possible The past year has

deve opment our

Sunday-School system ever experienced, We

tiust that the coming year shall witness still
and improvement,

——e—
Methodist Union,

THE last week in November and the first of
December will be memorable in the annalg of
Methouism in this Dominion.  The representa-
tives of four branches of Canadian Methodism
met togethnr, in the spirit of ( hristian love and

most delightful,
hood and mutual concession led to the hapyiest

approval of (he

is shortly to be
submitted to the Quarterly Mectings for endorsa-
i Itisat least o Yyery strong recommendation
of this plan that it is the work, and commands
the approval, of the foremost ministers and lay-
men of all the Methodist Churches in Canada.
We hope and believe that it will pass the
Quarterly Meetings with equal unanimity, A
the rights, interests, and claims of the ministers
and members of the separate Churches will be
carefully secured ang
solidation of the scattered forces of Methodism

the way,  We believe that soon
a united Methodist () urch in the northern art
of this continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
shall arise to the height of jtg privilege and
bligation in lizing the whole Domini
for God, in laying the foundations of our future
national greatness in righteousness and truth,
We hope that sogn instead of rival altars and
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rival churches in many small with

the divisions of families and neighbourhoods, and
jealousies of churches, a feeling of loving brother-

ood will everywhere prevail, and that soon every
hamlet and village throughout the land shail
have its Sunday-School and preaching Ellce;
and that every Indian tribe shall hear the Gospel
of Jesus.

We believe that the Union movement will give
an impetus to our Sunday-School work such as
it has never had. “We want to plant a Sunday-
8School in every neighbourhood where there is
none, Even where tﬁere is no preacher, where-
ever there is a true Methodist with the love of
God and of immortal souls in his heart, let him
gather the children together on God's day, and
instruct them in God's Book. Let him send to
the Sunday-School Board of our Church at
Toronto, threugh its Secretary, the Editor of the
BANNER, and he will receive a grant of Sunday-
School papers and Lesson Helps according to Lis
need and according to the ability of the Board to
help him.

| e—t—

OuR new paper, HoMe AND ScHOOL, now ready,
and our increasingly popular PLEASANT Hounrs,
will be sent post-free to any address for 30 cents
each, or the two to one address for 60 cents,
This, we tl.nk, is the cheapest reading in the
world.  Each of these papers gives during the
Yyear as much reading as a 12mo. book of 800 pages
for the low price of 30 certs per single copy ; in
quantities, less than 20, 25 cents each ; over 20
copies 22 cents each. Specimens free.

—_—te——————

The Canadian Scholars' Quarterly for the first
three months of 1883 is now ready. It contains
24 pages, with Questions, Answers, and Explana-
tions on the Lessons, and 39 Lesson Hymns—all
for two cents a quarter, or eight cents a year.
’ll“hl: Sest and cheapest Scholars’ Quarterly pub-

i1shed, .

@dok gﬁotiwa.'

The Lesson Commentary on the International
Sunday-Schoo’ Lesson for 1883, by Rev. J. H.
Vixcent, D.D., and Rev. J. L. Hurwsur,
M.A. New York, Phillips & Hunt, and
Methodist Book Rooms, 'oronto, Montreal
and Halifax.  Large 8vo, pp. 812, Illustrated,
Price $1.25.

Of all the bound volumes of Lesson Helps that
we see—and we see a great many—we like this
the best. It gives the best thoughts of the
world’s best thinkers on the world's best book,
In the list of nearly 800 authors quoted is em-
braced almost every great writer from Origen
down to Whedon and Schaff, In addition are

1l .

i notes, to other
books, and maps and engravings.
™The same house furnishes .."'-. neat little

Berean Question Books for

li and Senior Classes, at 15 cents each.
They are wonderfully cheap for the amount of
helpful matter they contain.

A Family Flight over Egqypt and Syria, by the
Rev. E. E. HaLe, nndw;hu Susan HyALl.
Fully illustrated, 2nd Edition. Boston: D,
Lothrop & Co., and Wm. Briggs, Toronto.
pp- 388. Price, $2.50.

We are glad to see that the holiday gift-books
for young people are taking a much more instrue-
tive, and not less interesting form than the fair
tales and Munchausen stories of our own boyhood.
In the volume under notice, for instance, the Rev.,
Edward Everett Iale, one of t'e best writers of
New England, and his accomplished daughter,
describe the adventures of a party of tourists in
a *“ Family Flight " over those old historie Bible-
Lands, Egypt and Syria. The story is charm-
ingly told, a yreat amount of useful information
is given, and the profuse and handsome illustra-
tions—there are over 250 of them—teach through
the eye and cultivate the artistic taste. The
cover is fairly ablaze with vermilion and gold.

The prince of young folks monthlies, * Wide
Awake,” by the same publishers, is clubbed with
the Methodist Magazine for $1.50, full price, $2.50

At Home in the Foly Land, a Tale illustrating
Customs and Incidents in Modern Jerusalem,
by Mrs. FINN, pp. 491. New York, T. Y.
Crowell & Co.

The writer of this charminﬁ book enjoyed the
advantage of several years residencein Jerusalem,
and its chapters were all written in the early
morning hoursin that city. It gives in the form
of an interesting story a vivid account of Modern
Jewish life in Palestine—which after all is very
much like ancient Jewish life as well. Few even
of modern travellers have had the insight into
the home life of the people which this book
reveals. The tourist sees only its outside and
the street life. The author takes us into their
houses, and makes us for the time one of the
family. This will be an admirable book for
Sunday-School libraries,

Zigzag Journeys in the Occident; the Atlantic to
the Pacific, by HEzZERIAR BuTTERWORTH,
Quarto, pp. 320. Boston: Estes & Lanreat,
Toronto : Wm. Briggs. Price, boards, $1.75;
cloth, $2.25.

It was a happy idea of Mr. Butterworth, who
is almost the pioneer in this kind of literature,
to set out with a party of young friends in his
“Zigug Journeys” in Europe, the East, and
classic lands. The sterling value of the series is
shown by the fact that nearly 100,000 volumes of
them have been sold, and they have been largely
used in schools for collateral re.ling. The re-
sources of the great publishing house by which
they are issued are employed in the
of the vol Agl

il i

of Canada

, Inter-

is !Inn in_the young folks' visit to Montreal.
Th derl. of the Y ite and boiling
pri ibed with pen and pencil,

gs is well d
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The Knock-About Club, Along
STEPHENS, fully illustrated, Quarto, pp.
840. Boston : Estes & Laureat, Toronto: Wm,
Briggs. Price, cloth, $1.75,

This volume is of special interest to young
Canadian readers, as it gives the best account we
have seen of adventure along the coast of Nova
Seotia, Newfoundland, and Labndor—ﬁ-hinq.
seal hunting, and whalin, , ete. A vein of ro)
licking fun, such as healt y boys will enjoy, ap-
pears at times. But the more serious matters of
early discovery, and the labours of the Moravian
missionaries among the Esquimo are not over-
::’oked. It will be fine winter's reading for the

Y8,

Shore, by C, A

Three Vassar Girls Abroad, by Lizzie W.
CHAMPNEY, with nearly 150 Original Illustra-

tions. 4to, Pp- 836. Boston : Estes & Laureat,

Toronto: Wm, Briggs. Price, cloth, $2.00.

This is a book for girls, as the last was one for
boys. It describes the rambles of three college
girla on a vacation trip through Frauce and
pain for amusement an instruction, with their
haps and mishaps. One of them was a devotee
to music, another to art, and the third, wall, to
nothing in particular, History, romance, tourist
adventure, art and literar: criticism areintrodnced
in charming variety, T’;le design on the cover
is a chef-d'auvre of unique book-binding, We
never witnessed such sumptuous illustration of
books for young people as in this series.

Chatterbox for 1882, 4to,

p. 402  Boston,
:‘stu&humt. Toronto,
1.

'm, Briggs. Price,

This is an American edition of the old English
children’s favourite, with all the coloured pictures
and full page engravings of the original. ~ It will
make the eyes of the little folks sparkle with de-
light, and will keep them, yes, and some of their
eﬁen to, all winter in reading that will both
amuse and instruct. Child life is a happy thing
now-a-days, when the best artistic lndp iterary
skill are so lavishly employed for their pleasure
and profit,

Our Young Folks in Africa, by Jamps D,
McCagg, 4to, pp. 812, Philadelphia : J, B,
Lippincott & Co,

The scene of these sketches of travel is .ess
familiar than that of most others of the season,

tions. London : Macmillan & Co.  Price 20
cents,

Bracebridge Hall, Washington Irving's
Sketch Book, with 120 Illustrations.  Same
Publisher and same price,

These books are marvels of cheapness, and are
much superior in mechanical execution to any of
the American quarto series, The enguving
catch the very spirit of English country life, an
admirably illustrate the genial humour of Iry-
ing’s graphic sketches, Certainly no English
writer has ever so delightfully “sketched the
Christmas aspects of *‘ our old home " as Wash-
ington Irving,

Communications,

Methodist Catechisms.

WE have just held an excellent District 8, 8,
Convention ‘at Goderich, Rev. John Wakefield,
Chairman, In the discussion of no subject was
awakened more interest than in the *‘Use of
our Catechisms in all our Schools,” Rev. D. C.
Clappison ably introduced the question. The
following points were clearly brought out in the
discussion.

1. No better means can beldopted to train our
Young people in Christian doctrine, than to en-
courage the memorizing of the catechisms,

2 q"}:e catechisms of our Church are not sec-
tarian, they are simply an epitome of Christian
doctrine.

3. The reason they are not more npf)reciated
and more used, is because they are little known
by the teachers themselves, I;;w of our present
teachers have ever learned the catechisms,

4. The International Lessons do not crowd out
the catechisms,

5. More schools, and a la;
are actually using the catechisms in our Church
in Canada to-day, than at any former period,

6. Many schools on this District use the cate-
chisms with excellent result,

7. Where any Superintendent or other officer
can be found to devote himself to the work of
catechetical instruction, the school authorities

r numberof scholars

should encou him,
8. Every scholar should have a copy of the
catechism,

9. A regular lesson should be given for the
:hlole schocl of one or two questions for each

A party of young A ericans, in pany with a
lunm{ prol‘ul::lg visit Algeria and then cross the
continent from Benguela on the Atlantic to Dur-
ban, the capital of the British province of Natal,
The route is through what is to most readers
almost a ‘‘terra incognita,” and much use! al infor-
i countries ana people
'he resources of the great

Old Chri W s
Illustra-

‘ Aingten Jvvi
Book, with upwards of one hundred

10. The BANNER selections are followed by
some with results,

11. Some rgcord should be preserved of the
work each scholar has done,

12. And some recognition be made of thatwork,

18. It is well to hear the catechism answer in
the class before the International Lesson is taken

up.

14. A couple of minutes should be given to
review the catechism from the Superintendent’s
desk before the close of the school,

ALFRED ANDREWS,

KiNocarDINE, Dec, 1st, 1882,
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

FIRST QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,
JANUARY, 1==3.

verses to be

Nors—The"

A, D, 30,

to memor are ind|

LESSON I.—THE ASCENDING LO™.D.

by an index [ 24") at the side.
January 7.

Acts 1. 1-14,

1 The former treatise have I made, @O The-
ophilus, of all that Jesus began hoth to do and
teach,

a Luke 1, 3.

2 Until bthe day in which he was taken up,
after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had
chosen,

b1 Tim, 8. 16; Heb, 1. 8,

3 To ¢whom also he showed himself alive
after his passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pert«.,ning to the kingdom of God :

1 Cor, 16. b.

4 And, a being assembled together with them,
commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, d which, saith he, g'e have heard of me,

@ Or, eating together with them ; Luke 24, 43, ——
d John 14. 16

5 For e John truly baptized with water ; but
J ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence,

¢ Chap 11. 16,—fJoel 8. 18 ; chap, 2. 4.

6 Vhen they therefore were come together,
they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt tf:m at
this time restore g again the kingdom to Israel ¢

g Isa. 1, 26; Dan, 7. 27; Amos 9, 11.

7 And he said unto them, AIt is not for you
to know the times or the seasons, which ‘the
Father hath put in his own power.

h Deut. 29, 20; 1 Thess, 5. 1.

5" 8§ But ye shall receive b power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth.

Or, the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you.

85" 9 And i when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up ; and a cloud
received him out of their sight.

i John 6. 62,

&5 10 And, while they looked steadfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood lg;‘them i;ljwhite apparel ;

J

ap. 10, 8,

&ar 11 thich also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven ! this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
% shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him %o into heaven,

Dan. 7,18; John 14.8; 1Thess. 7, 10; 4, 16;
2 Thess, 1. 10; Rev, 1, 7.

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from
the mount [ called Olivet, which is from Jeru-
salem a m sabbath-day’s l,;0\“-115 3

1 Zech. 14, 4,—~~m John 11, i8,

13 And when they were come in, they went
up » into an upper room, where abode both Peter,
and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the
son of Alpheus, and oSimon Zelotes, and p Judas
the brother of James.

1 Chap. 9. 87.——o Luke 6, 15.——p Jude 1.

14 These all continued with one accord in
u‘nyer and supplication, with ¢ the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with « his
brethren.

¢ Luke 23, 49.——r Matt. 18. 65,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The Church history begins at the point where
the Gospel history closes, w.th the risen Lord
among his followers, confirming their faith, en-
largirg their views, and dimting their energies.
For forty days the wounded hands of the Cruci-
fied are seen, and the pierced feet walked once
more the hills of earth, The company of be-
lievers talk with their Redeemer, and receive hig
promise of a baptism of power which shall more
than compensate them for the disappointment of
their hopes in an earthly kingdom. They are
bidden to wait in the city w..cre the Saviour has
suffered until the Spirit shall be bestowed, and
then to go forth and evangelize the world. The
disciples walk with their Master once more
through the vale of Kedron, and up the sunny
slopes of Olivet, past the garden of the agony, and
beyond the brow of the hill where, not many days
before, he had wept over the city. The Saviour
stands with outstretched hands of blessing, and
slowly rises from the earth, while their eyes
follow him as if fascinated, until a nearing clond
hides him from their view. A voice breaks the
spell, and two white-robed forms are seen by
their side. In tender rebuke the disciples are
bidden no longer to stand gazing up into the hea~
vens where Christ has gone, but to begin his
work in the earth, and to wait for his returning,
They turn back to the city of Jerusalem, and in
the temple join their praises with the worshi
ping throng, and in the upper room meet the
company of believers. The eieven apostles are
there, and with them the hundred or more who
have accepted Jesus as the Messiah, and the
women who watched around the cross, and were
first to gaze within the empty tomb. Together
they wait in prayer for the fulfilment of the
promise in the descending Spirit.

b
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 1. The former treatise, The Gos-
pel according to Luke, which was evidently
written by the writer of the Acts, No less than
lorty-seven words and expressions are found in
both these books, and nowhere else in the New
Testament. Theophilus ‘‘ Lover of God.”
An unknown person of rank (as is shown the
title in Luke r!,) to whom Luke inscribed both
his writings. Of all. All the most important
facts requisite for knowledge of the gospel,
J’oln.miug.n. Expressing the thought tg:n
Jesus began what the apostles continued ; that
the work before and after the ascension was one,
1. We too are honored by carrying on the glori-
ous work which Jesus n. To do and
teach. Christ's work in life, deeds, and instrue.
tion, was all united, As Chubb said, *Christ
preached his own life, and lived his own doc-
trine.” 2. Those who would teach with power
must live with godliness.

2. Until the day. Literally *“the very
day.” Christ's work on earth ended only when
his work in heaven began. Taken up.” “Re.
ceived up.” [Revise Version.] He ascended
by his own almighty act, he was taken up by
the act of God the Father. Through the
Holy Ghost. The commands which Jesus
gave were like all his acts, under the direct wer
of the Holy Spirit which dwelt in him. Unto
the apostles. The twelve, generally called
disciples in the gospels, are in the Acts spoken of
as n{,mstles, or those “‘sent forth.” They are now
no longer only learners but also workers and
messengers, hom he had chosen. 3.
‘“Christ’s choice is always attended with his
charge.”"— . Henry,

8. Showed himself alive, Ten appear-
ances of the risen Christ are reported, and others
may have taken place. After his passion.
** Passion "’ is an old word for suffering, - Infal.
lible proofs. The word *“infallible” is not in
the original ; but the noun is used with reference
to such evidences as carried certainty with them,
4. The fact of the resurrection of Jesus is essen-
tial to the very existence of the Church. Seen

of them. ‘After his resurrection Jesus ap-
peared only to his disciples, ~ Forty days.
kot conti 1 ionally during the

y, bu
period. The kingdom of God. = His conver-
sation was not about the mysteries of the world
of spirits, but about his gospel on the earth,
5. What was dear to the heart of our Lord
should also be in our thoughts and upon our
tongues.

4. Assembled together. Probably this
was at the official meeting in Galilee, where five
hundred believers beheld Christ, Commanded
them. “‘Charged them,” [Rev. Ver,] Not
depart from Jerusalem, After his own
ascension they were to return to Jerusalem and
remain there until the baptism of the Hol
Ghost, because, (1) This was the centre of Jewis
thought and influence, (2) They would address
the largest number of their countrymen. (3) The
gospel's truth would be shown by beginning at

(4) It
Promise of

the place where their Master was slain,
had been grodicud in Isa. 2, 3.5,
the Father, The promise, proceeding from
the Father, of the Holy Epirit. “Heard of me.
Especially promised on the last night of his
earthly life. See the fourteenth to seventeenth
chapters of John,

5, 6. John, The Baptist. With water,
As a t, and precursor of the Holy Spirit.
Holy Ghost. The divine influence poured
upor: them, hallowing and inspiring them. See
tl!:) account of the fulfilment in Acts 9, 14,
Not many days, Ten days after his ascen-
sion. Were “>me together, Perhaps at
Jerusalem, when he led them out to the place of
ascension. The kingdom to Israel. Even
after years of intercourse with Jesus, the disci-
ples still cherished worldly views of hig kinfdom,
and looked 1o see Israel conquer all the lands,
6. How easy may even £00d men err in their
interpretations of Seripture !

7. Not for you. And therefore not for any
man. To know. To forecast the manner,
time, and results, of the Savicur's appearance,

The times. The general periods, asons.
The epochs or points of time, In his own
ower. “Within his own authority.” [Rev,

er.] ““Man cannot read the book “until God
has unrolled it."— Apboss, 7. Let us be thank-
ful that the march of events is under the control
of our Father,

8. Ye shall receive power,
to know the future, but power (1) to understand
the gospel and the plans of God ; (2) power to
speak beyond human wizdom or eloquence ; (3)
power to endure trial and persecution for the
gospel ;  (4) power to organize and direct the
church. After. “When" is the better ren-
dering of the Rev, Ver, ‘Witnesses unto me.
Giving testimony to the facts of Christ's life,
death, and resurrection, and to the truths of the
gospel as they had received it from his lips.
8. L}ach disciple is still to be a witness for Jesus,
In Jerusalem. There the work of testimony
was to begin at the ver place where the Saviour
had died.” Judea. The general name for the
country, including Galilee and the province
beyond Jordan. Samaria, Even the despised
Samaritans were to receive the gospel. Utter-
most parts. They understood this to refer to
the Jews of the dispersion in other lands ; but
Christ meant it of the Gentiles also. 9. The
gospel is a circle ever widening until it takes in
the whole world.

9. While they beheld. This was at Beth-
any, whither he had led his disciples, Luke 24.
50. Taken up., The ascension is related by
Mark and Luke, but very briefly ; it had been
predicted by Jesus, (John 6, 62 3 7.88;20.17;)
18 referred to in the e istles as a fact, and was a
necessary sequel to the resurrection, since his
work in heaven is not less important than that
on the earth. Cloud received him. Thus
making the ascension more distinetly visible,
and reminding the disciples of the cloud of glory
in the tabernacle,

10, 11. While they looked. Gazing with

Not power
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rapt eyes upon the cloud which covered him.
Two men. Doubtless angels in human form,
as_they are often represented in Seripture.
‘White .pp“&ufol: garments of the heaven-
ly. Men of Most, if not all, the
apostles were from the northern province. W'hy

d ye The question was intended
to recall them from looking up to heaven to
working upon the eartl 80 come. A
promise of the Saviour's literal and visible return
to earth. In like manner. Not like his first
coming, in concealment, but openly, publicly, in
the clouds of heaven, and with angels for his
attendants. Notice, it was not said that they
should see him come again, but that he should
%0 c'me, at some unknown time in the future.

12. Then returned they. Back from the
acene of triumph to the place of toil. Olivet.
A crest eastward of Jerusalem, and separated
from it by the valley of Jehoshaphat. Sabbath
day’s journey. A little less than a mile ; the
distance fixed by the scribes as a limit of walking
on the sabbath. Perhaps it is here mentioned
to indicate that the ascension took place on the
Jewish sabbath. (Chrysostome, Alford.)

17 14. An upper room. ““The upper
roo " [Rev. Ver.] Perhaps the place of the
Lo« Supper and the descent of the Holy Spirit.
¥ here abode. Thu. is, it was the place of

ort for the apostles and the body of believers.

o prayer. For the fulfilment of the promise
in the baptism of the Holy Ghost. With the
women. The women who had ministered to
Jesus in Galilee, who had stood around the cross,
and first beheld the risen Saviour. Their pre-
sence is noticeable, as in the synagogue and
tethple they were not permitted to wo. i) with
the men. Mother of Jesus. Her last ap-

arance in New Testament history. 8

thren. The younger sons of Mary and Jo-
seph, at one time not believers in Jesus, but
afterwards his followers. Two of them were
James and Jude, authors of epistles in the New
Testament.

GOLDEN TEXT.
And when he had spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up. Acts 1. 9.
OUTLINE.
1. The Promise of the Father, v, 1.8,
2. The Farewell of the Non, v, 9-11,
#. The Prayer for the Spirit, v, 12-14,
Time.—A.D. 30, forty days after the resur-
rection of Jesus.

Place.—Near Bethany, on Mount Olivet.

Explanations. — 7'he former treatise—Mean-
ing the Gospel according to Luke. Jesus began—
The Gospel relates what Jesus began to do : the
Acts what he carried on after ascending to
heaven. Taken up—By ascending to heaven.

Through the Holy Ghost—The words of Jesus
were spoken in the power of the Spirit. Com-
mandments—The command to - preach the Gospel
to all the world. His possion—His sufferin,

and death on the cross. Infallible proofs—The
evidences that Jesus rose from the dead are man
and convincing. Seea....forty days—Not all

the time, but occasionally during forty days.
Assembled. . . .with them~—This refers to Christ's
last meeting with his disciples after his resur-
rection.  Not depart from Jerusalem— Jesus
wished his Gospel to commence in the place
where he suffered and died.  The promise of the
Father—The promise that God the Father would
send his Spirit upon the disciples. Restore again
the kingdom—FEven then the disciples expected
Jesus to set up a throne like earthly kings.
Times or the seusons—The time when will
establish his kingdom in the world. Put in his
own power—Reserved for himself, and not revealed
to others. Receive r—Power to know and to
speak the truth of the Gospel. Witnesses wito
me—To preach the Gospel of Christ. While
they beheld—Christ ascended in full view of his
disciples. 7'aken up—By ascending to heaven,
Two men—Angels in form of men. Men of
Galilee—Nearly all the disciples of Jesus came
from Galilee.  Stand. ...gazing—Disciples are
not to watch the heavens, but to work for Christ
on the earth. Shall so come—Jesus will at some
time return to the earth. Sabbath-day's journcy
—A little less than a mile, Upper room—Per-
haps the room where the last supper had taken

place. Where abode—Where the disciples met
together often. One accord—United, with one
heart. In prayer—For the fulfilment of the

promise of ver. 4, 5. With the women—Those
who watched by the grave of Jesus. 7%he mother
of Jesus—Mentioned here for the last time. His
brethren—Sons of Joseph and Mary, who at gne
time had not believed in Jesus, but were con-
vinced by his resurrectioni. One of these, James,
was afterward considered as un apostle.

HOME READINGS,
M. The ascending Lord. Acts 1. 1-14.
. The ascension foretold™ John 20. 1-17.
. The Saviour's commands. Matt, 28. 9-20,

Th. His heavenly work., John 14 1-17.
F. His second coming. 1 Cor. 4, 9-18.
8. His speedy coming, Rev. 22, 1.14.

Watching for the Lord. Matt, 25, 1-18.
LENSON HVMNS,
No. 177, New Hymn Book. 7.
Hail the day that sees him rise
To his throne above the skies ;
Christ the-Lamb for sinners given,
Enters now the highest heaven.
Lo ! the heaven its Lord receives ;
Yet he loves the earth he leaves ;
Thongh returning to his throne,
Still he calls mankind his own.
Still for us he intercedes,
His prevailing death he pleads ;
Near himself prepares our place,
He, the first-fruits of our race.

No. 175, New Hymn Book, 8,7,8,7,4,7.
Jesus triumphs ! sing ye praises ;
By his death he overcame ;
Thus the Lord his glory raises,
Thus he fills his foes with shame :
Sing ye praises !
Praises to the Victor's name.
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Jesus triumphs ! countless legions
Come from heaven to meet their King;
Soon, in yonder blessed regions,
They s{nll join his praise to sing ;
Songs eternal
Shall through heaven's high arches ring.

176, New Hymn Book., 7s.

Christ, the Lord, is risen in,
Christ hath broken every chain ;
Hark ! angelic voices cry,
Singing evermore on hj h,
Hallelujah !  Praise the Lord !

He who bore all pain and loss,
Comfortless, upon the cross,
Lives in glory now on high,
Pleads for us, and hears our ery ;
Hallelujah ! Praige the Lord !

Now he bids us tell abroad
How the lost may be restored,
How the penitent forgiven,
OW Wwe, t0o, may enter heaven ;
Hallelujah ! Praise the Lord !

N

e

QUETION~ ¥oR HOWE sTUDY,

1. The Promise of the Father, v, 1.8,
What “ former treatise ” is referred to? Luke 1.
3. What is here meant by the ““passion " of
Jesus ! What took place after his passion ? For
what did Jesus command his disciples to wait,
and where? What was this promise ? v, 5,
What were the disciples to receive at the fulfil-
ment of the promise? For what purpose was
this power promised ¢ What is the command in
Mark 16, 15

2. The Farewell of the Son, v. 9.11,
Where did the farewell take pPlace ! Luke 24,
50, 51. Where did Jesus then go! Mark 16,
19. How had Jesus foretold this event? John
20. 17. By whom was Jesus seen after his ascen.
sion? Acts 7, 55, 56, Who appeared to the
disciples after Christ’s ascension !  What pro.
mise was then given ? What shall take place
when Jesus shall return ! 1 Thess, 4, 16, 17.

3. The Prayer for the Spirit, v, 12.14,
Wheredid the ( isciples go after the ascension of
Jesus ! What spirit did they show at this time ?
Luke 24 52,53, Who met together, and where ?
Who met with the disciples? Luke 24, 10,
How many were the disciples at that time ? v,
15.  For what purpose and in what spirit did
they meet ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where do we find in this lesson—
1. A blessing that disciples of Christ may
receive !
2. A work that disciples of Christ should do ¢
3. A hope that disciples of Christ may cherish ?

The Lesson Catechism. —(For the entire
school.)—1. To whom did Jesus appear after his
Tesurrection ! To his disciples, 2. During how
many days did he appear unto them ? During
forty days. 3. What did he promise them ¢ The
vower of the Holy Ghost. 4, What did he com-

T R
mand them to be ! Witnesses in his name, 5,
What did Jesus do at the end of forty days ! He
ascended to heaven,

DoctriNAL  Svacestioy — Christ's second
coming,

QUESTION~ FOR SENIOR NTUDENTS,

1. The Promise of the Father, v.1.8,
How long after the resurrection did Jesus remain
with his disciples ? Why were they to remain
together after his departure?  What promise of
the Father is here meant ? John 14, 26, To
what ceremony is the coming of the promised
blessing likened ¢ What were the disciples ex-
pecting? What knowledge were they denied ¢
For what service was the promised gift to be the
preparation ?

2. The Farewell of the Son, v. 9.1,
When did Jesus take his departure from his
disciples?  What strange visitants did they see ?
On what former occasions had angels given tid-
ings of Jesus ! Luke 1. 26,27; 2. 8,9. What
rebuke did the disciples receive ? Of what was
the ascension to be t[:e pledge ?

3. The Prayer for the Sp’ rit, v. 12-14,
What was the employment of the disej les on
their return to Jerusalem ! Who Jjoined them in
this service of prayer! For what did they pray ¢

PRACTICAL TEACHINGN,

For what may God’s children cdnfidently look ?

What is the best antidote for grief ?

For what is the gift of the Holy Spirit a pre-
paration ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
NCHOLARSN,

Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles ! Luke,
What former treatise had he written ! The
Gospel according to Luke. Who was Luke ?
A )]I sician who believed in Jesus, To whom
di(} esus show himself after his resurrection ?
To the eleven disciples, What did he command
them ! To stay in Jerusalem and wait for God's
promise. What was God's promise ! To send
the Holy Spirit upon them. WVhat question did
they ask ! “When the kingdom of Israel would
be restored. What kingnfom did they mean ?
The earthly kingdom. Did he rebuke their cu-
riosity ! Yes; he said it was not for them to
know God's plans, What happened then ?
[Repeat GoLpEN TEXT.] Who came to comfort
the disciples? Two men clad in white, like
angels. What did they say ! That Jesus would
come again ! Where did the apostles go from
Mount Olivet? To Jerusalem. For what rea-
son! Because Jesus had told them to do so,
Where did the: gather ! In an upper room,
For what did they gather? To pray for the
coming of the Holy Spirit.

WORDE WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

What is the Father's promise to us ? The gift
of the Holy Spirit. Power through the Holy
Spirit.  Answer to believing prayer, ‘“ Ask,
and ye shall receive,”
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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Aspects of the Saviour,

I. THE SAVIOUR AS FOUNDER,
Of all that Jesus began. v. 1.
“JesusChrist. ... thechief corner-stone.”
Eph. 2. zo.
I1. THE SAVIOUR AS TEACHER.
Both to do and teach. v. 1.
“Remember the words of the Lord
Jesus.” Acts 20. 35.
{I1. THE SAVIOUR AS LAWGIVER.
Given commandments unto the apostles.

V. 2,
“ My friends. . . .do whatsoever I com-
mand.” John 15. 14.
IV. THE SAVIOUR AS CONQUEROR.
Showed himself alive after his passion. v.3.
“ Last enemy. . . .be destroyed is death.”
1 Cor. 15. 26.
V. THE SAVIOUR AS REVEALER.
Speaking of. . . .the kingdom of God. v. 3.
“The comforter....shall teach....all
things.” John 14. 26.
VI. THE SAVIOUR AS PROMISING.
Ye shall receive power, etc. v. 8.
“Lo, I am with you always.” Matt. 28.20.
VII. THE SAVIOUR AS ASCENDING.
While they beheld, he was taken up. v. 9.
“I go back to him that sent me.” John

7 33
VIII. THE SAVIOUR AS RETURNING.,
Shall so come in like manner. v. 11.
“ Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22
20,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Privileges and Duties of Disciples,

1. Disciples of Christ are to recognize
their privilege of building upon the founda-
tion which their Master laid. v. 1.

2. Disciples of Christ are to receive as to
I the ds given to the

h
t

apaostles. v. 2.

3. Disciples are to realize that they have
not only a Saviour who has suffered. but
who has risen, and still lives. v. 3.

4. Disci‘ples should think and speak of the
interests of the kingdom of God. v. 3.

5. Disciples may enjoy the fulfilment of
the promise of the Father in the baptism of
the Holy Ghost. v. 4, 5.

6. Disciples may work for the kingdom by
bearing witness for its King. v. 8.

7. Disciples may wait in patient faith for
the return of their Lord. v. 11.

8. Disciples may enjoy fellowshi‘p with

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
;nust worshfp him in spirit and in truth.—John
. 24,

2. What do you mean by an infinite Spirit?

An infinite Spirit is one whose knowledge,
power, goodness, justice, and other attributes, are
not limited by any imperfection or defect.

Great is our Lord, and of great power : his
understanding is infinite. —Psalm 147, 5,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

IF you throw up a ball, ever so high, it will
in a very short period of time come down
again. The kite which, upheld by the wind,
rises and soars like a living thing, must,
when the breeze is stayed, droop and fall,
The lark which “at heaven’s gate sings,”
wings its flight back to the grassy earth ; and
even the eagle finds no home above, but
makes its abode among the rocks of this
lower world. And why? Because this globe
is the home for the things belonging to it.
Links which cannot be riven bind the child-
ren of Mother earth within the limits of her
own domain.

It is the same with man. He may scale
wonderful heights, but he is as far distant as
ever from the azure sky above him. His
aerial voyages cannot be undertaken without
danger, and not seldom end in loss of life.
The earth is his proper abiding place. The
philosopher of old who is said to have pre-
cipitated himself into the crater of the vol-
cano, in the hope that he might be supposed
to have ascended to heaven, was betrayed
by his slippers, which were cast out of the
burning mountain, and bare witness alike to
his impotency and his pride. Man has, in-
deed, gone up even to heaven. Eroch was
taken up secretly; Elijah was carried u
manifestly. But these raptures, althoug!
signs and pledges of what was to come, mace
no difference in man’s position. He still
lives on the earth, dies on the earth, and is
buried on the earth. And to the most part
of human kind this earth is the centre of all
things. It absorbs their interests, their
hopes, their wishes.

Among the Jews of old, long life here was
reckoned one of the chief blessings that
could be bestowed by divine favor. The
patriarchs, indeed, desired “a better country,

an heavenly.” Heb. 11. 8-16. But of their

each other while they unite in
to their Lord. v. 13, 14.

PE

CATECHISY QUESTION,
1. What is God ?
God is an infinite and eternal spirit.

, settled in the land of israel,
few looked beyond this present world. The
hopes even of the disciples of Jesus were
bound up with this earth. Their question
toour Lord : “Wilt thou at this time re-
store agein the kingdom of Israel ?” showed
that even his resurrection had not taught
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“on things above, where Christ sitteth at
the right hand of God.” Col. 3. 2,

But will they ever actually and bodily
enter this heaven which has become to them
“home?” Of that the upward-gazing dis-
ciples received ample assurance. The two
angels were commissioned to tell them that
Jesus should come again “in like manner *
as he had gone up.  And they knew what
for, for he had promised that he would
“ come again and receive them unto himself.”
John 14.°3. As surely as the bridegroom
returns from the far country to get his chosen
bride, and the son to take home his beloved
mother, so will Christ return for his people.
And more surely, for he can never fail them,
Would we be among the number who shall
be received with joy and triumph into that
heavenly home ? Let us now choose the
“things that are above,” and fix our hearts
and hopes on him who is gone before to
prepare a place for his people.

BEREAN METHODS,
Mints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Explain in this lesson former lreatise ;
Passion;: promise of the Father; the kingdom
unto Israel ; the Holy Ghost come upon you,
etc....Give a general view and picture ot
the everts and appearances of the forty days,
-...Draw a map of Jerusalem and s
environs, showing the place of the ascension
..+« Why the ascension was necessary. . .
The three accounts of the ascension, com-
pare and harmonize. . .. The kingdom of
God as here presented i (1) Begun by
Christ ; (2) Carried on by the Church ; (3)
Under influence of the Holy Ghost ; (4) A
spiritual kingdom 3 (5) A kingdom of work 3
6) A conquering kingdom, ver, 8. etc.
Aspects of Christ in this lesson. (See Ana-
lytical and Biblical Outline.)....The duties
of Christ’s Church as here shown. (See
Additional Practical Lessons.). .. .Our per-
sonal duty; (1) To wait ; (2) To witness ;
(3) To work ; (4) To watch. .. ILLUSTRA-
TIONS. The history of God’s kingdom is a
bridge with two arches, both resting upon
one support. The life of Christ stands
between the Church of the Old Testament
and the Church of the New, as the basis up-
on which both arches depend. .. .Our Saviour
began the work of building his Church in
the world, and then left his disciples to go
on with it, first giving them commandments,
So the building of many cathedrals in the
Old World has been carried on for centuries
according to the plans of architects who
slumber beneath in their crypts. Vet while
these builders can no longer aid the work,
our great Master-builder lives and helps his
workers. . . . That little company of disciples
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in the upper room was the s ring out of
which flowed a mightier river than the Nile
or the Mississippi, even the river of the
Church of Christ, which has brought fertility
and life to all the lands.

References. FosTER’s CYCLOPEDIA OF
ILLUSTRATIONS : Ver. 4; Poetical, 2952 ;
Prose, 11231, 12177, Ver. 7; Prose, 2422,
Ver. 8; Prose, 2576, 2999, Ver, 9; Prose,
655 ; Poetical, 150, 3127, Ver, 14; Prose,
4591, 11496....FREEMAN'S HAND-BooOK ;

er. 10 ; White garments, 472 ; Ver. 13
Sabbath day’s journey, 824; Ver. 13; An
upper room, 333.

—

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LESSON THOUGHT. The Promise of Pre-
paration. To be taught ; What preparation
is ; What God wants to prepare us for ;
What our part is in the preparation.

INTRODUCTORY. Recall the resurrection
of Jesus, and some of his appearances during
the forty days’ stay on earth. When he met
the disciples, he always spoke of the things
of the kingdom of God. Why ? Because
that is the kingdom which will continue.
Question on the ascension, Lesson 12, Dec.,
17,and read verse 4 of the lesson for the day.

1. Talk about promises, and show that our
joyin a promise depends much upon the
character of the one who makes the promise,
Read Luke 24. 49. Who is the Father of
Jesus? Will he keepa promise? Now talk
about preparation.  Children have all seen
preparations for a pic-nic, a Christmas festi-
val, a feast, or celebration of some kind.
Make it clear that to prepare is to make
ready for, and show that the Father’s promise
is of something, or somebody, rather, to
make his children ready for what he has
waiting for them.

2. Teach that an apostle is one sent out.
Illustrate by the work of a newsboy. The
newsdealer sends out his boys to sell his
papers. Thatis their work. God hasa work
for each one of his boys and girls and men
and women. He sends them out as soon as
they are ready to do their work. But he has
to make them ready. Talk about the work
that God has for us to do, telling that the
book from which these lessons are taken tells
what the apostles did after Jesus was taken
up to heaven. But first they had to be pre
pared, and as they did not know what would
be given them to do, they had to wait for the
Holy Spirit to come and tell them,

3. Teach that this is what we are to do—
wait and pray for the Holy Spirit to come
and tell us what to do each day. - Tell what
the disciples did after Jesus went out of

sight. Read the names of those who waited
and prayed in the upper room. Print on the
board, “a Promise Given.” To whom? Show
how lack of faith hinders the receiving of a
promise, and print below, “ To Faith.” Tell
what the angels said about the return of
Jesus some day, and show that this was
something to iook forward to in hope. Print
in a line with the last, “To Hope.” Let
“To Love” follow this, teaching that only
those who love Jesus will want the Spirnt
which he sends to tell them what to do, and
how to do it.

Blackboard.
BY J, B. PHIPPS, BSQ.

scended info heaven and
silteth until he return [0 judge
all men at the last day”

EXPLANATION. The crown represents
the Kingshi) of our ascended Lord. It
should be made with bright yellow crayon
touched up with red and green ; the rays
also of yellow, with letters in red. The
Saviour ascended to assume the majesty of
his glory and power. He intercedes for all
men, and he will “return to judge all men at
the last day,” therefore the words Mercy and
Justice accompany Glory and Power. ~The
gentence at the bottom is from our Articles
of Religion. [See Article 111.]

NOTE. The scholars should receive in-
struction in ﬂ\e Articles of Religion as set
forth in the Methodist Discipline.

THE DISCIPLES
ONLY wﬁﬁr}l‘k\m L THE CLOUDS,

AND ) For the Promise,
AFTERWARD

ORKING WITH POWER.
ITNESSING | PEARLESSLY.
Lesson Word-Pictures,

Forty days with Jesus ! He is alive again.
He repeatedly crosses the path of the dis-
ciples. At Bethlehem, Bethany, Gethsemane,
by the Jordan and Galilee ; in the morning’s
freshness, the heat of noon, or in the stillness
of night ; to one, to two, to ten—he reveals
himself again and again. It is the same
musical voige, the same compassionite ace,
the same Jesus they look upon, and yet the
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thorn-marks in the brow, the nail-marks in you!” Who chanced to look up? John,
hands and feet, tell of the abysmal depths of | He catches a movement ! The Saviour is
Calvary’s sufferings separating present from rising ! They all are warned. O look !
Past manifestations. Together, they revive | He rises higher and higker, his face bending
the past, or, looking into the future, talk of | in love, his hands outstretched, his voice
that wonderful kingdom which so influenced dying away ! And they so eager to see, 50
their imagination. O this unwritten volume | dumb with astonishment ! Suddenly a white
of the forty days ! That before Calvary has | cloud envelopes him and chariot-like sweeEs
n opened ; across this is a clasp never | him away. The disciples look up speech-
broken. That kingdom to be restored ! | lessly, their empty hands pitifully raised !
How it dazzles the disciples. They see | So much like human hearts, stumbling into
Christ enthroned, armies tramping, fleets | the deepest experiences, But O ministry of
shooting, all nations crowding in the shadow angels waiting on our sorrow and perplexity !
of that golden sceptre covering the earth, [ Heaven robs and heaven comes to our relief.
And they are near the throne !  Christ | Angels sang at Christmas, and they comfort
lifts not " the mystery.  “ Witnesses,” he | at the ascension. They told of the first
calls them. Is that to be — “Kkings ?» coming then ; they tell of the second now,
The fortieth day comes! Do they antici- | Easter seals Calvary, and yet ascension is
ate its experiences ? They are on Olivet, | needed to supplement Easter, That king,
hey can see the walls and houses and | still more plainly shown to be deathless,
temple—heights of Jerusalem rising in the passes to glory. Galileans have conquered
clear air. And there is Bethany ! There is |and thus are saluted. In an upper room,
the Bethany-home of Jesus. So near the | they joyfully prepare for that power coming !
hour of farewell! Do the disciples yet | Moses ‘in Midian, Elijah by Cherith, John
understand? Does Jerusalem anticipate ? | the Baptist in the Jordan-wilderness, Paul in
Summon priest and people, Roman governor Arabia, prepared for their work. The dis-
and Roman soldiers, even the wide world, to ciples make ready. We see Peter, rugged,
see that ascending Lord. No, only a few wilful, fiery ; the mystical, loving John ;
toil over Olivet, Shepherds saw him come; | the practical James, There are others,
fisherman will see him g0. They halt. He Mary’s spiritual face shining among them.
speaks. He moves as if to bless them. | The hush of prayer, humble, persistent, ex-
They bend. They hear the “ Peace be with pectant !

|

A. D, 30, January 14,
LESSON II.—THE DESCENDING SPIRIT.
Acts 2. 116,

55 1 And when a the day of Pentecost was | 9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and
fully come, b they were all with one accord in one | the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, y and
place. Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

b

@ Lev. 23. 15; Deut. 16, 9.~—b Chap. 1. 14. 1 Pet, 1.

&5 2 And suddenly there came g sound from 10 (i’hrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in
heaven, as of a rusﬁing mighty wind, and it | the parts ‘of Libya, about Cyrene, and. strangers
¢ filled all the house where they were sitting, | of Rome, Jews and 4 proselytes,

¢ Chap, 4, 81, h Exod. 12, 48; Isa, 66, 6.

8" 3 And there appeared unto them cloven | n Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak
tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each of | in our tongues the wonderful works of God,

hem, | . 12 And they were all amazed, and were in

A" 4 And d they were all ﬁlled"ith the Holy | doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth
Ghost, and ¢began to speak with other tongues, | this ¢
as the Sgirit gave them utterance, | 18 Others i mocking said, These men are full

d Chap, 1. 5,—¢ Mark 18, 17; 1 Cor. 12, 10; | of new wine,
13.1; 14,2, 3 [ i1 Cor. 2 14,

5 And there were dwelling £ at Jerusalem | 14 'p ¢ Peter, standing up with the eleven,

Jews, devout men, out of every nation under‘ lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men

he“?‘ﬁ,w 2, 17, of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be
R g wfnen' Shlh W sictind abroad, the | this known unto you, and hearken to my words :

multitude came together, and were bconfounded, | elingi:ri:}:l)e:: :‘1:': t']‘l‘;: ddl:le:rzlf"t?nz ﬂi;"l’l"’“:

it 0
z"‘;‘i:l‘l’:; th:;:very man heard them speak in Lis | 18 But this is that which was spoken by the
o) hu; a‘hh voice was wade.— Or, troublea | Prophet Joel :
n mind,

7 And they were all amazed, and marvelled, [ GENERAL STATEMENT,

saying one to another, Behold, are not all these Ten days of waiting have passed since the dis-
which sy])eak, Galileans ? ‘ ciples beheld their Master entering the opened

8 And how hear we every man in our tongue, | heavens—days of prayer and expectancy—and
wherein we were born 1 ' now the early morning of the day of pentecost
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has come, and all the believers ure gathered in
the upper room. The twelve are there, for the
vacant place of the traitor has been filled ; the
band of women around the mother of Jesus are
there; the brothers of Jesus, now no longer
doubting, but believers all, are present, and a
hundred more disciples, d on earth, but
written in heaven, are all met with one heart
beating in every bosom. Suddenly a sound as if
a whirlwind were sweeping down from above is
heard through all the city, though not a leaf is
stirred, and the sky is clear. A%huh of light is
seen, a flame parts in tongues of fire over every
bowed head, and with it a new power enters
every heart. In a moment all their ignorance
and misunderstanding are swept away. The
true nature of the Saviour's kingdom rushes upon
each mind, as they recall in an instant all his
utterances, and all the prophetic teachings of
the word.  Jesus of Nazereth is the divine Mes-
siah now in a new and clear and mighty sense !
At once every tongue bursts forth with the
praise of God and the testimony of a new experi-
ence, while faces glow, and ‘eyes gleam with
heavenly light, and tongues speak with a strange
eloquence. ~Outside the house there is a strange
commotion. ~The sound of the descending Spirit
has stirred the whole city, and a throng has as-
scmbled, called together by the mysterious event.
In that multitude are mingled grave worshippers
of every land, and speaking every tongue of
earth, and with them the scoffing rabble, the
skeptical Sadducee, and the lordly noble. Each
is overwhelmed with wonder as he hears out of
the company some one speaking in his own lan-
guage the wondrous work of grace. While some
recognize the hand of God, others see in the
jargon of sound only an evidence of a spirit
evoked by wine. Soon a silence sweeps over
the throng ; the twelve stand forth., Peter
comes to the front, and the first Gospel sermon
is preached.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 1. The day of Pentecost. The
word Pentecost means fiftieth, and the feast was
s0 named because occurring fifty days after the
passover. It was also beiteved to commemorate
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai, and was
celebrated with the consecration to God of the
first sheaf of the wheat-harvest. Fully come.
““Was being fulfilled,” is the literal rendering,
The day itself had begun on the Frevious evening
at sunset, and the occurrences of the lesson were
in the early morning. '.l‘hox were all. Not
only the twelve, but the hundred and twenty be-
lievers, Chap. 1. 15. 1. The laity as well as
the ministry, the women as the men, may share
in the baptism of power. With one accorA.
This clause is omitted in the Revised Versiou.
Yet it doubtless tells the truth, that one heart
was in the entire company. In omne place.
Probably the upper room, (1. 13.) already re-
ferred to. There is no reason for supposing that
it was one of the chambers of the temple.

2. Suddenly. Without expectation or warn-
ing, for though awaiting the fulfilment of the

romise, t' ey had no knowledge of how it should

e fulfilled. ~ 2. God's gifts of grace are ever sur-
prises. A sound from heaven. There was
a sound heard, as if a mighty wind were de-
scending from heaven ; yet the air was calm, for
there was no whirlwind, but simply the sound as
of one, an event entirely supernatural. This was
the token of the coming of the Holy Ghost, like
wind. 1. In his secret coming. 2. In his pow-
erful shaking. 3. In his purifying blowing. 4.
In his soft refreshing.—Lechler. Filled all
the house. The invisible but felt presence pre-
vaded the entire building and was realized by all
its occupants,

8. And there appeared. There was a
manifestation to the sense of sight, as well as to
that of hearing. Cloven tongue. ““Tongues
parting asunder.” [Rev. Ver.] ‘erhaps the form
was an undivided root from which the tongues
flared in the air over the heads of the disciples.
Asoffire. Not real fire, but an appearance as
of fire, blazing but not burning, like the bush of
Horeb, Exod. 3. 2. It sat. The fiery appear-
ance, one, yet manifold. Upon each. The
outward token that all were anointed with power
to proclaim the Gospel, which was as a fiery
tongue to all nations.

4. Filled with the Holy Ghost. A new
divine power possessed them, clarifying their
understanding, renewing their nature, endowing
them with courage to speak and patience to en-
dure. Speak with other tongues. The
began to speak the praises of God, and to teil
their new experience, not only in their own lan-

age, the Aramaic, but in the tongues named
g:low, one in one tongue, another in another,
They did not afterward use their language for
preaching, for that was not necessary, since in
all theneqnnds Greek was the common speech of
intelligent people. The miracle was to call at.
tention to the new gospel, to excite inquiry, to
show the universality of the truth, and to invest .
the preachers with the authority of inspiration,
The tongues aroused interest, the preaching in-
spired conviction. Spirit gave them utter-
ance. They spoke, not their own thoughts,
but the words which the S‘ririt supplied. Per-
haps they did not even understand the meaning
of their own utterances,

5. Dwelling at Jerusalem. Either Jews
of foreign birth Who had come to reside at the
holy city, or wonhi&mn transiently at the feast,
Devout men. ot frivolous persons, but
people of piely whose testimony to the facts was
unimpeachable. The word {s applied in the
book of Acts to worshipping Jews who were not
Christians. Out of every nation. Then, as
now, Jews were found in every land, and in
every city, and there was a constant communi.
cation maintained by pilgrims with the mother-
city of Jerusalem,

6. When it was noised abroad. ‘‘When
the sound was heard.” [Rev. Ver.] that is, the
sound as of the mighty wind, heard throughout
the city, and callinga throng to the spot. ul-
titude came together. Just as they would




eome after hearing the sound of an explosion, or
a falling building. Were confounded. They
eould not account for the strange noise, and were
still more perplexed as they heard the strange
testimonies. 3. The work of the Spirit is always
& mystery to the natural mind, Speak in h s
own language. The multitude was made up
of all classes, good and bad, worshi pers and
scoffers, and contained many nationalities and
languages, just as may yet be seen in an Oriental
city, w‘fner- every race dwells by itself and re.
tains its own traits, Yet each foreigner could
recoguize his own tongue as spoken by some one
among the hundred and twenty disciples. 4,
Every soul finds that the gospel has a message to
it and suited to its own peculiar noed,

.
7, 8. Amazed. The word hero is the root
of the word ecstasy, and oxpresses ‘‘being out of
one's normal condition,” ** beside oneself with
wonder.” Are not all....GalileansP Not
that all the disciples came from Galilee, a proy-
ince where the dialect was peculiar, (Matt, 26,
67-73,) but that the most of them were of that
region, and nearly all of the twelve apostles,
How hear we. That fishermen and rusties
should in a moment become linguists was im
possible without divine intervention. Our own
tongue. The Jews who had lived for centuries
in foreign lands had lost their own language,
though they retained their own religion und cus.
toms. Hence, in Jerusalem there were syna-
gogues for people of various nationalities, Chap,
6. 9.

9. Parthians, People east of the Euph-
rates, from an empire the rival of Rome, Medes
and Elamites. One on the south of the Cas.
pian Sea, the other on the north of the Persian
Gulf. Mesopotamia, The great Eluin, the
early home of the race, between the B
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holders to account for the strange scene, What
meaneth this ? Litenlly,g‘"whut will this
be?" “ag if they saw in it the toreshadowing
of some great result. Others mocking.
The pious foreign Jews were but a part of the
throng, which had its share, as all crowds do, of
a lower and baser element, of new
wine, Probably this should read ‘‘ gweet
wine,” as the new wine wounld not be made be-
fore August, and this was in June; and the
charge was of drunkenness, which new wine
would not produce, They thought the excite.
ment, the confusion, and the sounds which to
them were like babble, (for they could not under.
stand the languages,) were the indications of in-
toxication. 6, How easily some superficial
observers can account for the Gospel and its man-
ifestations !

14, Peter, The natural leader and_spokes-
man - Standing up with the eleven,
They stood around, as approving his words,
Spake. [Rev. Ver.] ‘“Spake forth.,” The
word expresses a set utterance, and is the one
used in ver. 4, indicating that Peter's address
was also under the influence of the Spirit. Ye
men of Judea, The ordinary opening of a
set discourse,

15, 16. Not drunken, He dismisses the
accusation in a single sentence, having more im.
portant subjects, % A hint to preachers not to
waste time in controvers , but to utter God's
message * of salvation, '.Y['hu'd hour, Nine
o'clock on a sacred day. When ail law-abiding
Jews would be found fasting. Spoken by
the prophet Joel, Eight hundred years be-
fore, the prophet had predicted this very scene,
Peter shows that Jesus, in their day, had ful-
filled the prophecies of the 014 Testament, and,

uphrates
and the Tigris rivers, Judea. Named Lecnuue
the Jewish dialect was also rpoken by the dis-
ciples and heard by the crowd, Cap adocia,
A great province in Asia Minor, south of Pon-
tus, which lay south of the Black Sea, Asia,
In the New Testament, referring to the wester:
ortion of the peninsula of Asia Minor, having
iphesus as its principal city,

10, 11. Phrygia. The great interior proy-
ince of Asia Minor, east of ** Agia.” Pl;m-
hylia. A southern province of Asia Minor,
Eing between the Taurus mouatains and the
Mediterrenean, Libya, West of Egypt, on
the southern shore of the Mediurrnnun. l‘lnvin
Cyrene as its metropolis. Strangers o
Rome, Roman Jews residents in Jerusalem,
. Peop® who had renounced
idolatry “and accepted  Judaism. tes.
People from the island of Crete, south of Greece,
rabians. Jews from the cities of Arabia,
south of Palestine, ‘Wonderful works of
d. Their utterances were rha psodies of praise
to God for redemption through Christ, of whose
work a new view had dawned upon them, 5.
Praise is the language of the new birth in Christ,

12, 13, Amazed....in doubt.: Th
words express the utter impossibility of the be.-3

though crucified, was their Messiah,

GOLDEN TEXT,

And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghowt. Acts 2. 4,

OUTLINE,

I. The e of Fire, v, 1.3,

2. The ¢ of Npeech, v, 4,

3. The | © of Wonder, v, 518,
4. The ' © of Power, v, 14.16,

Time.—A.D. 30, ten days after the ascension
of Jesus,

Place,—Jerusalem,

Connecting Link,—Matthias chosen as one
of the apostles. Acts 1. 15.26,

Explnnntionl.—Day of Pentecost—A day
fifty days after the passover, when a feast wag
kept in memory of the giving of the law on
Mount Sinai. 7hey were all—The disciples of
Jesus, numbering one hundred and twenty, One
accord—With one heart, purpose, and prayer,
A4 sound from heaven—From above, as if fal ing
from heaven. Cloven tongues—Fire in the form
of tongues, to show that the Gospel was to be
like a tongue, speaking to men, Sat upon each
—Ao a sign that all received the blessing of
powor. ~ Filled with the Holy (host—Their heart

power of God,

with joy and their tongues with testimony by the
Speak with other tongues—Pro-
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bably among the one hundred and twenty dis-
ciples the principal languages of the earth were
spoken, to show that the Gospel was for all lands,
is miracle, however, was for that time onlz,
and was not given to aid the apostles in preach-
ing in other countries, Devout men, out of every
nation—The Jews born in foreign lands often
went to Jerusalem to live, or to visit during the
feasts. W hen this was noised—When this sound
was heard, [Revised Version.] The sound, as
of the wind heard through the city, drew together
a crowd. Confonnded—Could not understand
the matter, Galilcau——Nearly all the first
believers in Jesus came from Galjlce, Every man
1 our own tongue—The miracle was in the speak-
ing, not in the Learing, Parthians, ete,—These
were the prinii}ml peoples of the eastern Roman
empire.  Wonderful works—They told of God’s
power in salvation through Jesus Christ. Others
mocking—Some who did not know what the
foreign words meant. Full of new wine—As if
the disciples of Jesus were drunk, and spoke
words without meaning. Peler, standing up—
The leader of the apostles, With the eleven—
The other apostles standing beside him as wit-
nesses to prove what Peter said. Not drunken
« « othird hour—1t was nine o'clock in the morn-
ing of a sacred day, when no Jews would drink
strong liquor.  Spoken by the prophet Joel—See
Joel 2, 28, 29, for the prophecy :voﬁich Peter said
was then fulfilled.

HOME READINGS,

M. The desconding Spirit. Acts 2. 1-16,

T'w. The Holy Spirit foretold, Ezek. 36, 23-30.
W. The Holy Spirit promised. Matt. 8. 1-17.
Z'h. The Holy Spirit's work. John 16, 1-14,

F.  The Holy Spirit's leading. Rom. 8, 1-17,
8. The Holy Spirit's froits. Gal, 5. 16-25.

8. The Holy Spirit's invitation. Rey. 22.16-21.

LESNON myMns,
No. 198, New Hymn Book. 8. M.

We meet with one accord
In our appointed place,

And wait the promise of our Lord,
The Spirit of all grace.

Like mighty rushing wind,
Upon the waves beneath,

Move with one impulse every mind ;
One soul, one feeling, breathe.

The young, the old, inspire
With wisdom from above ;
And give us hearts and tongues of fire,
To pray, and praise, ‘and love,
No. 196, New Hymn Book. 7s.
Gracious Spirit, Love divine,
Let thy light within me shine !

All my guilty fears remove ;
Fill me with thy heavenly love,

Life and peace to me im rt ;
Seal salvation,on my hecp:t;
Breathe thyself into my breast,
Earnest of eternal rest,
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Let me never from ¢. » stray ;
Keep me in the narrow way ;

Fill my soul with joy divine ;
Keep me, Lord, forever thine,

No. 188, New Hymn Book. C. M.
Spirit divine, attend our pra: ers,
And make this house t#,’ iome;
Descend with all thy gracious powers,
O come, great Spirit, come !

Come as the light ! to us reveal
Onr emptiness and woe ;

And lead us in those paths of life
Where all the righteous go.

Come as the fire ! and purge our hearts
Like sacrificial flame 3

Let our whole soul an offering be
To our Redeemer's name.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME NSTUDY,

1. The 'l‘onfue of Fire, v. 1-3. On what
day were the isciples together? What, and
when, was the day of Pentecost? In what spirit
did the disciples come? What was seen and
heard at that time ¥ Of what were those tongues
a sign ?

2. The Tongue of Speech, v. 4, What
came upon the disciples at this time? Who
received this gift ¢ Olehat promises was it the
fulfilment t Matt. 8. 11 ; Acts 1. 5. What was
its effect upon the disciples? What is more im-
portant than the gift of tongues? 1 Cor, 13, 1.

3. The Tongue of Wonder, v. 5-13. Who
were witnesses to this miracle ? What caused
their wonder? From what lands Were persons
present? What did they hear the disci ples
speak ! May we tell the works of God? What
was said by some who mocked 1

4. The Tongue of Power, v. 14-16, Who
spoke for the disciples? How did he answer
those who mocked ¥ How did he explain the
tongues of speech? What prophecy did he
declare was fulfilled ? Joel 2, 28, 29,

TEACHINGS OF THE LESNSON.
How does this lesson show—

1. That Christ's promises are sure to be kept t
2. That Christ's people should be of one heart t
8. That Christ’s people will have power !

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school.)—1. On what day did the Spirit descend
upon the disciples? On the day of Pentecost,
2. How long was this after Christ's ascension ¥
Ten days. 8. In what form did the Spirit
descend? In tongues of fire. 4, What was its
effect upon the disciples? The spoke in other
languages. 5. Who heard them speak with
tongues ! Jews from every land. 6. Who spoke
to the people that came together ! Simon Peter.

DocTRINAL SUGGESTION—The power of the
Holy Ghost.

QUENTIONS FOR SENIOR NTUDENTS,

1. The To: e of Fire, v. 1-3. What is
meant by ““the day of Pentecost 1" Why were
the disciples together ~ What audible evidence
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of the promised gift did the disciples receive ?
What visible token was given them ! How is
fire a symbol of the Holy Spirit

2. The Tongue of Speech, v. 4-6. How
was the promise of Jesus fuﬁielleed ! What effect
had the gift upon the disciples? Where did the
report of this wohder spread ! What evidence of
divine power was manifested ?

3. The Tongue of Wonder, v. 7-13.
What was the cause of the wonder of the lookers-
on? What different regions were represented in
the crowd ¢ What tidings did they hear ! What
varied emotions moved them ! “What charge
was made against the disciples ?

4. The Tongue of Power, v. 14-26,
What was Peter’s answer to the charge of the
mockers? To what prophecy did he refer them ?
What are the proofs of the possession of the
Holy Ghost ? Eal. 5. 22,

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

What is the advantage of united prayer?

When may believers look for the outpourings
of the Spirit ?

What will be the influence of our spiritual
power upon others ?

How may men know that we have this spiritual
gift ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

‘When was the day of Pentecost? The tenth
day after Jesus ascended into heaven. How many
days would that be since he rose from the grave ?
Fifty : forty on earth; ten in heaven. What
was the Pentecost ! The feast when the Jews
brought their firs: sheaves of wheat to the Lord.
Has it any other meaning ! It means fiftioth,
because kept fifty days after the Passover, On
what day of the week was it? The first day.
Where did the apostles and followers of Jesus go
on that day ? Into a large room, to pray. What
did they auddenl{ hear? A sound like a strong
wind, filling the room. What appeared !
Flames, that parted like tongues of fire over the
heads of the apostles. * What promise was ful-
filled? TRepeat GoipeEN TExr.] What did
they begin to do? To speak different lan s
which g:ey had never learned. What did the

ople oviside do when they heard the noise ?
E'(I’my ¢e ¢ running to the house. What did
some think? That it was a miracle. What did
others say? The men had been drinking new
wine. How did the Holy Spirit inspire Peter ?
To preach to all the people about Jesus,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

When will the Holy Spirit come into our hearts ?

When we open them wide to him. When we
ive up our way for his way. When we believe
is promise, and claim it as our own.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Baptism of Power,

I. Ax Expectep POWER,
With one accord in one place. v, 1.
‘‘Ye shall receive power.” Acts 1. 8,

II. A MANIFESTED POWER.
A sound. .. .cloven tongues. v, 2, 3.
“The fire of the Lord fell.” 1 K’gs 18, 38;
IIT. A Power FroM HEAVEN.
Came a sound from heaven, v, 2.
“1 will pour my spirit.” Isa, 44, 3,
IV. A PowER UPON BELIEVERS,
They were all filled. v. 4,
“Ye shall be baptized ....not many
days,” Acts 1. 5,
V. A PowkR 1N EXPERIENCE,
Filled with the Holy Ghost. v. 4,
“ Will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.”
Joel 2. 28,
VI. A Powkr 1x TESTIMONY.
As the Spirit gave them utterance. v. 4,
“Not ye that speak.....but the spirit.”
Matt. 10. 20.
VII. A POWER 70 AWAKEN.
Multitude came. . ..were confounded. v, 6
“I will give you a mouth and wisdom,”
Luke 21.°15.
VIIL. A Powgr 1¥ KNOWLEDGE.
This is that. .. .prophet Jo=l. v. 16,
“Will guide you into all truth,” John
16. 18,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Results of Waiting Upon God.

1. Those who wait upon God receive mani-
festations of the presence of God, v. 1. 2, <3

2. Those who wait upon God receive a
divine power coming from God. v. 3, 4,

3. Those who wait upon God receive a new
experience, transforming and renewing the
nature. v. 4, o

4. Those who wait upon God ‘are enabled
to speak with power to men, v, 6.

5. Those who wait upon God find them-
selves prominent and ogger\'ed among men,
v. 6.

6. Those who wait upon God enjoy in their
experience, and declare in their testimony,
the wonderful works of God. v. 11.

7. Those who wait upon God must expect
to meet with criticism and scorn from those
Wwho =re ignorant of the Gospel. v. 13.

8. Those who wait upon God have new
and clearer views of God’s word. v, 16.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

8. What do you mean by an eternal Spirit ¢

An eternal Spirit is one who is without begin-
ning and without end.

From everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.
—Psalm 90. 2.

4, Where is God ?

God is everywhere,

Can any hide in secret places that I shall not
see him ? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven
and earth ? saith the Lord.—Jer, 23, 24,
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ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,

In the negotiations which preceded the
marriage of a royal bride, lately welcomed in
England, it was stipulated on the one side
that she should bring with hex such an outfit
as became a princess, and on the other that a
sum suitable to her high station should be
settled on her for life. %oth her own family
and the family into which she was adopted

reed that she must be furnished with every
t |n§ befitting her rank, in order that she
should be able adequately to maintain her
royal difnit{. For princes and princesses are
expected to live in a different style from other
folk. However much we may admire sim-
pllcl'ay of life and manners in the great of tltis
world, we should be disappointed if we found
in their establishments, their undertakings,
entertainments, their disbursements, nothin
to distinguish them from other people. And,
as the laws of their station actually preclude
them from making money by their own
labour, it is necessary that the proper funds
should be provided for them.

In the first chapter of the Acts we were in-
troduced to a bogy of men and women who
had been made citizens of the heavenly city,
whose proper home was above even whi e
they were sojourning here below. Anda yet
higher dignity was theirs, They had become
in virtue of their belief in Jesus, the children
of God. John 1. 12, T was reading but the
other day of a little workhouse girl who was
adopted into a cle yman's family, brought
up as theirown child, and who eventually be-
came the wife of a bishop—a great rise in
life! It was a tonsiderable rise in outward
station when the Spanish lady, Eugenie de
Montijo, became by mr marriage, Empress of
the Krench, Yet neither of these cases can
compare for one moment with the immeasur-
able change which takes place when a child
of earth, a sinful guilty creature, becomes a
child of God, par(‘ﬁned and justified. The
* children of the heavenly King” assembled
in the “upper room” at Jerusalem were of
higher rank, and bore a more illustrious name
than the proudest of this world’s Ppotentates.

But how was their royal dignity to be kept
up? They must not walk this earth like
ordinary children of earth, They must in
daily life manifest this high lineage. There
are duties which fall to the lot of the high
and noble ; noblesse oblige :” then how much
was to be expected from the nobility of
heaven! And .yet like the princes and

rincesses of our own da , they could not,

y their own efforts, supply themselves with
the means of maintaining their position. No
child of God can furnish himself with the
clothing, the resources, the appointments,
that are necessary to his high rank. How
then were they to be pmvidag for?

2
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The Lord Jesus could not be unmindful of
the kinsfolk whom he had left behind on
earth, his “brethren” who were to represent
him to the world. He had promised that
they should be “clothed with power from on
high,” (Luke 24. 49, Rev. Ver.) and in the
?nssnge for to-day’s lesson we have the per-
ect fulfilment of that promise.

They had obeyed their Lord’s instructions.
They had not ventured to go forth in his
name depending on their geeb]e strength,
They had waited for the promise. And sud-
denly it was there, The rushing wind and
tongues of fire were signs of the living breath
which entered into their souls, and the
heavenly flame which lit up their hearts,
The Ho{y Spirit had come to dwell in them
and abide with them forever.

This is the Lord’s provision for all his
people, from the youngest and most feeble to
the oldest and most experienced. The boy who
has a bad temper, the girl who has a spirit of
obstinacy and self-wilf, must curb and over-
come these if he or she is truly born again.
The heavenly birth must show itself, and the
heavenly rank be kept up. The young men
and young women who belong to Christ must
resist the temptations of the world which
crowd in upon them and threaten to draw
them away. The older Christian must con-
quer the tendency to sloth, to ride, to care-
lessnes, to self-righteousness, which he finds
lurking in his heart, for these things are
utterly inconsistent with the heavenly calling.
But how 1 By the indwelling Spirit. They
are unable, but he is able. And there is
more yet required. The people of Christ are
not to live for themselves, They are to be
workers for him, solders fighting under his
banner. At his ascension they were but a
little flock, They had to preach the king-
dom of heaven and “compel” (Luke 14. 23)
others to enter into it. They were to * make
disciples” of all nations. Matt. 28, 19. And
this s still their work. How is it to be done?
By the power of the Spirit? They cannot of
themselves subdue, cannot change, cannot
convince, cannot even awaken one soul. But
he can,

“Every victory won
And every thought of holiness,
Are his alone.”

When this wonderful provision for Christ’s
people was first manifested it aroused aston-
ishment and drew forth ridicule. .lome who
could not understand the rapture of those
who were speaking in many tongues, “the
wonderful works of God,” declneﬁ“ them to
be “full of new wine.” It is the same now.
The world does not understand either the
dignity or the joy of Christians, and resents

and mocks at the manifestation of it, Yet
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the power of the Spirit in them is felt, and
those who have mocked are “pricked in the
heart,” as we read later on in the chapter.
This princely provision from on high is
for the * children of the King.” But each
sinner is invited to become a child and receive
it. “The Spirit and the Bride say come. ..,
And whosoever will, let him take of the
fountain of the water of life freely.”

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Claww,

The teacher will find in Dr. Gloag’s note
* On the Gift of Tongues,” in his exposition
on these verses, a fu]Fdiscusnion of the sub-
Ject....For a line of thought for teachers’
meeting, see The Study on this Lesson. ...
Notice the “seven elements:” (1) Time ; (2)
Place ; (3) Persons ; (4) Events; (5) Difficul-
ties ; (6) Doctrines ; (7) Duties, as a good
outhine for teachers’ meeting, or for study of
the lesson....The requirements for the de-
scent of the Spirit: (1) A promise, [see last
lesson] ; (2) The spirit of unity ; (3) The
;Pi'“ of prayer ; (4) The fullness of time; (5)

he receptive condition. .,.The manifesta-
tions of ‘the Spirit : Xl) A sound; (2) A
wind, “breath ;" '(3) A “fire ; (4) A tongue
-+..The effects vpon the disciples : (1) A
new experience ; (2) A new language ; (3)
New testimony ; (4) New character ; (5) New
power over men ; (6) New knowledge of the
word of God.. .. Effects upon the world : (1)
Awakening attention ; (2) Causing wonder ;
(3) Inspiring belief ; (4) Imparting convic-
tion ; ?5) To some causing scornful unbelief.
... What the lesson demands of us : (1) To
believe in the promises ; (2) To expect the
blessing ; (3) To testify for Christ, etc, ...
IuuusTrATIONS. What are the “new tongues”
now-a-days ! The swearer becoming reverent,
the liar becoming truthful, the man of self
speaking for God, etc., miracles as real as that
of Pentecost....At the Centennial Exposi-
tion there was a building containing copies of
the Bible in almost every language of the
world, which were given to representatives ot
many lands, each receiving the word in his
own tongue,

References. Foster’s ILLUSTRATIONS,
Verse 1: Prose, 10937. Ver, 2: Poetical,
3865-3867. Ver. 3: Poetical, 1807 ; Prose,
8954. Ver. 4: Prose, 9563, 3285, Ver, 7:
Prose, 11044. Ver, 12: Prose, 5077. Ver,
15: Prose 6777....FREEMAN: Ver. 15 : The
hours of prayer, 595. The hours of the day,
806. The time for eating or drinking, 825,

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M,

Lmsson THouGHT. The Promise Kept. To

be taught what Pentecost was ; what the
coming of the Sﬁirit did for the disciples ;
what the people thought abont it.

1. The day of Pentecost was ten days after
Jesus went up to heaven. How long was
this after his resurrection ? Fifty days, and
Pentecost means fiftieth. The Jews had a
feast at this time, called “the feast of first-
fruits,” because the Jews, at this feast, brought
their sheaves of wheat to present to the Lord.
Recall the Passover, and tell that Pentecost
was fifty days after the Passover, and thou-
sands of Jews came from different countries
to keep the feast. Ask what the disciples
were waiting for in the little upper room at
Jerusalem ! How long had they been wait-
ing? What were they still doing when the
day of Pentecost came ?

2. Describe the wonderful scene when the
Spirit came — the sound, the light, the
tongues of fire, the great crowd which
gathered quickly to see what it all meant,
%x lain that God made these strange things
to happen to attract the attention of the
people, not to the strange things, but to the
great God who had power to do wonderful
works.  Ask if children ever heard a German
or French child speak in his native language,
Could they understand? Not unless they
knew the language themselves. Tell that
people came to see the apostles that day from
far-away lands, people who spoke different
languages, and there heard these believers
in Jesus speaking in their own languages,
They knew that these were men of Gali ee,
and that they had not learned these strange
tongues, Teach that this. was a miracle
which God has wrought, to make a great
many people hear about him. Have a num-
ber of small bits of paper in the hand, and
blow them quickly, scattering them in every
direction, ‘&‘ell the children that this is a
little picture of the way God made his word
to fly abroad in many directions, by the wind
of his Spirit upon the hearts of these disciples,

3. Tell how some people mocked the dis-
ciples, and would not believe that this was
from God. Show a flower or a fruit of some
kind, and ask if that could grow from a
stick. If those who mocked had been honest,
they would have owned that God was in the
disciples, but they did not want to think 80,
and so they would not. Teach that we are
in danger of calling good evil unless our
hearts are given to God, and that only hearts
to which tﬁne Spirit has come are safe, As
God kept his promise to these disciples, 8o he
will keep his promise to us. He offers the
Holy Sru’it to each one who will usk, Shall
we ask

Lesson Word-Picture.

Home to Jerusalem flock its scattered
children to keep Pentecost, the second of the
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three great annual festivals of the Jews.
Houses are filled. Crowds like tides come
and go in the streets. It is the eve of the
festival, Hark! Those trumpet blasts from
the temple echoing far announce the advent
of Pentecost. At midnight the heavy temple
gates are swung back, and before cock-crow-
ing the people press iuto the court, bringing
offerings. The daily morning service begins.
Hear the strong rich voices of the Levites
lifting up the Great Hallel ! The two loaves
of “fine flour,” the first-fruits of the wheat
harvest, are presented, together with the other
offerings, 'Phen comes “the free-will offer-
ing” that Pentecost feast brought by every
family, and to which the homeless and
hungry were welcome. First-fruits accord-
ing to the Old Dispensation. What of the
New!? We think of the disciples as hurry-
ing from the temple-service to that “ upper
room.” They bow in prayer, those ten-days
etitioners Some may have been wrestling,
ike Jacob, the thigh out of joint, discouraged
and weak. A week of prayer to-day has its
list of lame joints. The disciples pray on, all
there, and it is just one prayer pressing |
against the gates of heaven. ‘Suddenly, a |
sound, not from below but above, a breathing,
a whirr of wings, a blast, and then that
“rushing mighty wind ” which fills the house.
And then all through that gusty atmosphere
lights are darting, coruscations, flashes,
tongues of fire weirdly tapering above the
disciples’ heads, And O that miracle of Pen-
tecost-tongues, that strange ecstatic warble,
yet definite and precise, each utterance a lan-
guage ! With fire on their heads, Christ in
their hearts, the gospel on their tongues, the
Lord’s anointed stand up, The news quickly
spreads. They come from temple, street,
home, The visitors leave the temple, the
publican his taxes, the mexchant his traffic,

l
l

the scribe his Hebrew points, and they press

into that upper room. They gather about
the door. hey look over one another’s
shoulders, hear with one anothers ears,
Haughty Pharisee and sceptical Sadducee
shout, “new wine!” Then it is that the
Church of Christ speaks through its first.
voice, Peter. The hour of first-fruits, Pente-
cost, has come. The Holy Ghost has been
poured out ! The Church of Christ has form
and recognition given it.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, BSQ.

Ttie Holy Ghost . 15 of one

substance, majesty and ,U’o ry

with the FaTHeR and the SoN

ExpraNarion. The sentence is taken from
the Fourth of the Articles of Religion of our
Church. When the disciples had the Hol
Ghost in their hearts they had power to speal
to all nations, So it is with the Christian
Church now. When each follower of Christ
feels the flame of power burning in his
heart, he speaks through good works, bright
example, faith, and prayer, to all nations b
helping to spread the Gospel. Who can loo
at this diagram and, in the fear of God, say,
“ His power speaks to ME.”

No‘rE.—L’l‘he word Me can be written after
“ speaks to.”]

—— e ——— —

A. D, 30.

LESSON IIL—THE BELIEVING PEOPLE.

January 21,

Acts 2. 3747,

87 Now when they heard this, the}; a were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and
to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do ?

a Zech, 12.10; Luke 8. 10 ; chap, 9, 6 ; Acts 16, 30

4 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
band be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

b Matt, 8. 2, 8; Luke 22, 47 ; chap. 8. 19; 17.30;
26 20; 2 Cor. 7. 10,

A 39 For the ¢ promise is unto you, and d to
your children, and ¢ to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call,

¢ , 9. 8 ——d Joel 2. 28.—¢ Eph. 2, 18,

# 40 And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.

83 41 Thep they that gladly received his
word were baptized : and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand
souls.

42 And f they continued steadfastly in the
lrostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers,

1 Heb. 10, 25,

43 And fear came upon every soul : g and
many wonders and signs were done by the
apostles.

¢ Mark 16, 17,

44 And all that believed

had & all things common ;
h Chap. 4, 82,

45 And sold their possessions and

i ptmd‘ l...th:&m_, to all men, as every man

were together, and

and
need.
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46 And they, continuing daily with one accord
j in the temp{e, and & breaking bread a from
'Louu to house, did eat their meat with glad-
ness and singleness of heart,

J Luke 24. 63.—k Chap. 20. 7.——a Or, at home,

47 Praising God, and ¢ having favour with all

the people. ~ And the m Lord added to the
church .iliv such as should be saved.

1 Rom 14. 18.—m Rom. 8, 80,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Peter has ended his address ; has shown Jesus
a8 the Messiah and the fulfilment of prophecy ;
has sent home to the hearts of his hearars the
arrow of truth ; has made them realize toat the
have slain the One for whom the ages had wait.ed’.'
Now there is a deep and general emotion amon,
the multitude. The devout Jews, from far an
near, awake to their sin and their need, and ask,
““What shall we do?? Peter, who has smitten
their hearts, now pours in the balm of consola-
tion, and points them to the way of peace. That
day witnesses the thronging oly three thousand
into the open doors of the Church of Christ, They

ublicly confess their discipleship by receivin

ptism, and show the thoroughness of the worl
of grace by their constant fe lowship with the
believers, from whom they receive instruction in
the Gospel. The community of the twelve is
enlarged to receive the new host } the{ give their
property to the common needs, not y compul-
sion, but in voluntary and glad surrender, feeling
that, owing all to God's grace, each can supply
to the brotherhood what the others lack, The
interest is not transient, but permanent. The
new disciples, feedin, upon the word, in fellow-
ship with the apostles, partaking daily in the
memorial supper of the Lord, and devout]
worshipping ‘in the temple, grow in grace nns
knowledge, while the ple look with favour
upon the new and growing movement.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 37. When they. The multi-
tude, consisting largely of pilgrims who had come
to attend the feast, v:nclV foreign-born Jews resident
in the city. Heard this, Peter's sermon,
shnwing by the fulfilment of Old Testament
prophecies, that Jesus was their expected Mes-
siah. Pricked in their heart. Awakened
to the consciousness of their sin in consenting to
the death of Christ. 1. The first effect of the
gospel is to arouse a sharp compunction of con-
science. Said unto Peter, As the spokes.
man and leader of the body. Rest of the
a) @8. As the meeting now broke up into
small groups crowding around each of the
apostles, and in%uiring the way of salvation,
Men and brethren. No longer were they
contemptuously referred to as *‘Galileans” and
drunkards, Vers. 7.13, 2. The gospel of Christ
brings a new bond of brotherhood into existence,

t shall we do. Their humble, teachable

irit, and their willingness to act, showed the

thoroughness of their conviction. 8, Whoever
wishes to be saved must be willing to act.

88. Repent. The word here does not refer
to sorrow for sins, except 8o far as that sorrow

leads to the forsaking of sins, Literally it is,
“‘ change your 'purpo-e." 4. True repentance is
an act, not a feeling. Be baptized. As the
outward token of the inward change of relation,
and the sign of full submission to Christ.
Every one of you. Faith must exercise
personally, by each one for himself, In the
name of Jesus Christ, They were to regard
Jesus from that hour as Christ and Saviour,
submit to him as their King, and hope for salva-
tion only through him. 'or the remission
of . Revised Version, * Unto the remis-
sion,” That is, as the condition upon which
their sins, both in their penalty and their uilt,
could be removed. 5. ’I'hmnglylv faith in Christ
alone can sin be cleansed away, Receive the

ift. Those who sought Christ should receive
the same power as the apostles possessed, though
not necessarily with the same outward manifes-
tations,

30. The promise. Of forgiveness, salva-
tion, and of the Holy Ghost. Unto you.
‘‘Even unto you, the crucifiers of your Lord,” is

,the thought of the sentence, 6, If to them, why

nottous! To your children. Not only to
that generation, "but to all their descendants.
The word here does not seem to mean children,
as such, though it includes them. All that
are afar off. Peter here referred to the Jews
dispersed in foreign lands, of whom many of his
hearers were representatives, Though aware
that the Gentiles were included in the Gospel
plan, he then supposed that they were to be
saved by first becoming Jews, and then disciples.
As many as the Lord....shall call, By
the preaching of the Gospel, not by an election
or cﬂoice, since the word means ** to summon "’
as by an herald,

40. With many other words, In
response to the inquiries of the people. Testify_
Bear witness to the facts of Jesus' history and to
the truth of the Gospel, Exhort. " Urging
those who heard to accept the message of salva-
tion. 7. Every sermon should contain both
testimony and exhortation. Untoward
venera,tion. !*Crooked generation.” [Rev.

er.] The condemnation pronounced against
the Jewish nation as a body for rejecting its
Redeemer.

41. Gladly received his word, They
received the news of mercy ail the more ladly,
because they had been ** pricked to the ﬁm of
with conviction. 8, The joy of faith soon follows
the sorrow of repentance. Were baptized.
““ This can hunrl':huve been by immersion. ..,
The supply of water within the walls of Jerusalem
was extremely scanty, and e:cess to the reser.
voirs, most precious to the population of a large
city, would not have been allowed to such a
multitude.”— Canon Cook. Added unto
them. To the original one hundred and twenty
believers. Three thousand., Many of these
were doubtless transient residents, who may have
carried the Gospel to distant lands.

42, o8’ doctrine, ‘Teaching”
(Rev. Ver.) more accurately represents the mean-
ing. They received the instruction and trainin,
of the twelve in the principles of the chpof

PN bges Bn > S e
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Fellowship. The word means ‘‘ community,”
and may indicate that the twelve, having hitherto
lived as one family, with a common treasury and
table, now enlarged their number to admit the
new members, % of bread. Taking
their meals together, and making each supper a
memorial of the Lord Jesus, n prayers.
“In the prayers.” [Rev, Ver.] ’R\e public
worship of the temple in which the disciples still
engaged. Chap. 3. 1. 9. See here the four
elements of true Christian training for young
converts,

43. Fear came, A reverence for the band
as under the divine care, Upon every soul,
Upon the people in general, who were not them-
selves believers, yet respected the new fuith.
‘Wonders a,n(i signs. Miracles, which
attracted attention and led to faith. By the
apostles, The gift of the Holy Ghost was
possessed by all, but the power of miracles by the
a%ost]es only, though afterward by Stephen and
Philip, who were not of the twelve.

44: 45. Were together, Not all in one
room, but living in close social relation, as
members of one family in Chris thi
common, This community of goods was
established not by compulsion, but by voluntary
offering ; was a opted only at Jerusalem ; was
soon found impracticable ‘and abandoned, and
may have been one cause of the poverty of the
Church there, to which the Acts and pistles
make mlng references.  Possessions and
f+{ . One word indicates real estate, the
other personal property. Parted them, It
would ap})e;r that they were not placed in a
common fund, from which all were to draw, but
distributed to those who were in need.

48, In the tem: le. Whose courts were
open to all Jews, reaking bread. Ob-
serving the Lord's Supper, then a daily custom,
From house to house. More properly
‘“at home,” [Rev. Ver.,] in contrast with the
public worship. Hat their meat. ‘‘Take
their food,” (Rev. Ver.] - Gadness amd
singlenjegs.kTheir hearts were joyful, and

their terized by simplicity.

47. ising God. Joy of heart finding
utterance in words of praise. ' Favour with
all the peo

gle. The people are here named
in contrast with their rulers, whose treatment of
the apostles is afterward narrated. ILord
added. 10. Those whom the Lord adds to his
ople are the saved ones. To the Church.
ot in the Rev. Ver. Such as should be
saved. Rather *“those that were bein, saved,”
[Rev. Ver.] or, more simply, * the saved.”
GOLDEN TEXT.
Then they that glndly received bis word were
baptized. Acts 2. 41,

OUTLINE,
1, Earnest Neekers, v. 3740,
2. Glad Helievers, v, 4143,
3. United Christinns, v, 44-47,

Time.—A.D. 80, on the same day with the
events of the last lesson,

Place.—Jerusalem,
Connecting Link.—Peter's address on
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Explanations —Zhey heard—The people
who listened to Peter’s address. Pricked in their
heart—Were touched in their conscience by the
truth, and felt that they were sinners. What
shall we do?—They meant to ask how they might
be saved. Repent—Turn away from sin and
toward God. Be baptized—As a sign of faith in
Christ, and a confession before all men that they
were Christ's discipl For the {581 gn’u

*hrist

—To have sins ro;given through faith in

as the Saviour. Receive the gift of the Holy Ghost
—A promise that God’s Spirit would come upon
them as well as the disciples. 7%he promise—
God's promise of salvation through Jesus Christ,
To your child To their d ts, those
who should come after them. Afar off —Peter
here meant the Jews in other lands, but it was
equally true of the Gentiles. Our God shall call
—All who may hear the call of God through
those who preach his word.  Zestify—Proclaim
the truth of the Gospel. Exhort—Urge people
to do their duty. ntoward gmsration—'lgle
people who had crucified their Saviour, and were
opposed to his Gospel. @lad/y—Glad to have
tl’:e opportunity of seeking Christ, Baptized—
In token of sheir faith in Christ and union with
his people. Bnctri:w-]‘eaching, or instruction.
Fellowship—They went with them as friends,
Breaking of bread—Taking their meals together,
and, doubtless, making every meal a celebration
of the Lord’s Supper. ~ Prayers—The daily wor-
ship of the disciples in the temple, and also in
the ‘‘upper room” where they had met. Fear—
Reverence for Christ and respect for his followers,
Wonders and signs—Miracles, one of which is
related in the next chapter. A4l things common
—Each brought what E., owned into a common
stock. This was not required by the Gospel, but
done freely, Parted them—They gave to such as
were in need, In Eastern lands the poor are very
many. Eat their meat—Their daily food. Single-
ness of heart—With sincere, pure heart, not
anxious for the future, but living wholly for
Christ's cause. Having favour—Their glad,
happy religion made people love them ard honour
Christ. %u Lord added—All who are truly
brought into the Church are added by the Lord,
Should be saved—This should be *‘the saved,”
me:(;ling those who were saved by turning to the
Lord.

HOME READINGS,

The believing people. Acts 2, 87-47.

Peter's sermon. Acts 2. 17-36.

. The jailor's conversion. Acts 16, 19-34.

. The repenting sinner. Luke 15, 1-10.
Josiah's reformation. 2 Chron, 84, 14-28,
The way of salvation. Rom. 10, 1-18,
Working out salvation. Phil. 2, 1.13.

LENSON HMYDMNs,
No. 352, New Hymn Book. 6,6,9,6,6,9,
O how happy are they,
Who the Saviour obey,
And have laid up their treasure above |
Tongue can never express
The sweet comfort and peace

PRNIIIR

Acts 2. 17-37.

the day of Pentecost.

Of a soul in its earliest love.




22 THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

[Jan. 21

That sweet comfort was mine,
When the favour divine
I received through the blood of the Lamb }
When my heart first believed,
What a joy I received,
What a heaven in Jesus’ name !
No. 845, New Hymn Book. C.M.
Happy the souls to Jesus joined,
And saved by grace alone ;
Walking in all his ways, they find
Their heaven on earth begun.
The Church triumphant in thy love,
Their mighty joys we know ;
They sing the Lamb in hymns above,
And we in hymns below.
Thee in thy glorious realm they praise,
And bow before thy throne ;
We in the kingdom of thy grace :
The kingdoms are but one,
347, New Hymn Book.
Salvation | O the joyful sound !
What pleasure to our ears !
A sovereign balm to every wound,
A cordial for our fears,
CHorus,
Glory, honour, praise, and power,
unto the Lamb forever ;
Jesus Christ is our Redeemer,
Hallelujah, praise the Lord.

Salvation ! let the echo fly
The spacious earth around ;
While all the armies of the sky
Conspire to raise the sound.

Glory, honour, praise, and power, &c.
QUESTIONS FOR HOMEK NTUDY,
1. Barnest Seekers, v. 37-40. Who

were they? What caused their earnestness?
How did they show their earnestness? What
two things did Peter tell them todo? What two

N

e

blessings did he say they might receive? What

is it to have remission of sins? To whom did
Peter promise this ¢ Does this promise apply to
?

us

2. Glad Believers, v. 41-43. What made
them glad? Why should salvation be gladly
received?  How many were then brought into
the Church ? How did they show that t. hey had
found salvation? In what four good things did
they persevere? What was the feeling among

the people ?

3 United Christians, v. 46-47. What
made them united? How did they show their
unity ! What good example did they set for all
Christians ! What words of Jesus did they find
true ! Acts 20. 35, Where did they meet daily,
and for what purpose? How were they regarded
b{ other people?” What caused other people to
like them ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where in this lesson may we find—

1. How wo should receive the Gospel 1

2. How we may keep the Gospel ?

8. How we may make others love the Gospel 1

The Lesson Catechism.— (For the
entire school.)—1. What did Peter tell the people

to do on the day of Pentecost ! To repent and
be baptized. 2. To whom did he say that God
had given the promise of salvation{ To them
and their children. 8, How did the people
receive Peter's words ! With joy and gladness,
4. How many were on that day added to the
Church ! Three thousand people. 5. How did
the believers show their love for each other By
giving as each needed.

DoCTRINAL SUGGESTION — Repentance from
sin,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Barnest Seekers, v. 37-40. What
was the effect of Peter’s first sermon? What is
the first inquiry of an awakened conscience ¢
What has Jesus enjoined as our first duty? Matt,
6. 33.  What is a proof of real repentancet
What gift is promised the obedient elievers 1
How far did the promise of this gift extend

" ievers, v. 4143, To whom
is the Gospel message always glad tidings? What
sign of obedience did these believers give! What
were the fruits of this first Christian service !
What effect had the new faith on the outward
life t

3. United Christians, v. 44-47. What
bond now united these believers? Of what was
this union a proof? 1 John 3. 14, What test of
their faith did they furnish? Is a surrender of
all their property required of all Christians 1
Why was it necessary, then ¢

PRACYICAL TEACHINGN,

What is the ouly door to eternal life?

What are embraced in this salvation ?

In what is the prompt action of Peter's hearers
our example

How may believers best show their love for
Jesus ?

How should all our possessions be regarded ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What did Peter tell the people? That they
had killed the Lord Jesus. id this trouble
them? Yes, they felt very unhappy about it,
What did the people say? ““What shall we do?”
What was Peter's answer? “Repent and be
baptized.” What is it to repent?  To be sorry
we have done wrong, and begin doing right,
What promise did Peter tell the people? ~ Of
God's l;romise to them and their children. To
whom besides was this promise made? To those
far away from Jesus. What does this promise
teach us? That God loves us enough to call us,
What is the GoLbeN Texr? How many were
baptized? Three thousand. How did they show
their new life? By their steadfast faith, Why
did fear come upon them? Because of the mighty
power of God. How did the believers live
together? Like one great family, What was
the spirit of their lives! Great gladness and
singleness of heart. How did God bless them?
By daily adding new souls to the church,

WORDS WITH LITTLE FPEOPLE,

What shall we do to be saved? Believe that
Jesus is a living person,  Believe that he has
great love for us. Show our sorrow for sin by
turning from it. Take him for owe Saviour
to-day.
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ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Tokens and Traits of True Conversion,

1. Deep Coxvicrion,
They were pricked to the heart. v. 37.
“Godly sorrow. . . .repentance unto sal-
vation.” 2 Cor. 7. 10,
I1. EarNest INQuUIRY.
Brethren, what shall we do 1” v. 87,
“What must I do to be saved !” Acts
30,

16. 30.
III. OpeN ConrEessioN.
They. .. .received his word, were baptized.
41

v. 41.
“ Confess me before men.” Matt. 10, 38,
IV. Sreaprast FoLLowina,
They continued steadfastly. v. 42,
. “Be thou faithful unto death,” Rev. 2, 10.
V. GospEL INsTRUCTION,
In the apostles’ doctrine, (teaching, Rev.
Ver.) v. 42,
“@Give attendance to reading .... to
doctrine.” 1 Tim. 4. 18,
Y1, Curistian FELLOwsHIP,
All that believed were together. v. 44,
“ We have fellowship one with another.”
1John 1. 7,
VII. LiBeraL Givine.
Parted as every one had need. v. 45,
“ Distributing to the necessity of saints.”
Rom. 12. 13.
VIII. Zgarous WorsHIp,
Daily in the Temple. v. 46,
“Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves.” Heb, 10, 25,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Pentecostal Church,

1. The pentecostal Church was composed
of people who entered through the gate ot
repentance into the privileges of the Gospel.
v. 87.

2. It was a Church of baptized disciples,
openly confessing their faith in Christ. v, 41,

3. {t was & Church of steadfast believers,
persevering in the way of life, v, 42,

4. It was a Church of strong social power,
having fellowship among its members, v, 42,

5. It was a Church of instruction in the
truth, from those who had learned it of Christ.
V. 42,

6. It was a Church having respect from
ity and infl over men,

7. It was a self-sacrificing, generous Church,
in which each felt for all and aided others.
V. 44, 45,

8. It was a joyful, glad Church, whose
members found delight in God’s service, v. 46,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
5. What can God do ?
God can do whatever he will,

I know that thou canst do avarythini, and
that no thought can be withholden from thee,—
Job 42, 2,

Jesus said unto them, With men this is impos-
sible : but with God all things are possible.—
Matt. 19, 26,

6. Does God know all things ?

God knows all things, even every thought in
man’s heart, every word, and every action.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SBARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

I REMEMBER once driving in the country
past the scene of a fire. Some evil-disposed
person had wantonly caused the destruction
of a large quantity of heather, gorse, and
Eines, and where lately everything had been

looming and beautiful there was a charred
mass, the air all round being scented with
the burning. Very quickly had that spot
been made ﬁesolnte. Destruction was an easy
work. Not so restoration. Man cannot
always replace what man has destroyed, and
in the course of nature it would be many
months before the effects of that fire had
passed away and the scene was again clothed
with beauty., The change from verdure to
barrenness was manifésted in a few short
hours ; the renewal must be slow and gradual.
The “fruitful field ” may be quickly turned
into a “desert,” but it takes Honger to turn
the “ desert ” into a “ fruitful field.”

Yet the change of which we read in the
passage of to-day may be expressed just in
these words, “ the desert turned into a fruit-
ful field ;” only it is a moral, not a material,
desert, that is changed. And it is not of
months and years that the passage treats, but
of one day.

In the morning three thousand persons
living at Jerusalem rose up as usual—many
of them devout Jews, strict in their adherence
to the law of Moses, full of desire for the
deliverance of their nation from the Roman
yoke, looking forward to a future period of
greatness and prosperity for their country,
Not two months since they had given up to
death, at the hands of Roman soldiers, one
whose popularity had excited the envy of the
priests, and whose course, they had been per-
suaded to believe, was fraught with danger to
their political existence. ~Before night a
complete revolution had been worked in their
lives and minds. They acknowledged as Lord
and Saviour that same Jesus whom they had
delivered up to death, They confessed that
the whole tenor of their aims and actions had
been wrong, and they submitted willin ly to
the teaching and guidance of a few Gnli?eans.
The shock of an’ earthquake, when it rocks
the solid earth, and makes the strongest and

loftiest building totter and fall, does not pro-
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duce such a wonderful change as was wrought
in these three thousand. Tradition, prejudice,

custom, pride, all had given way, an they |

had adopted a new standpoint, a new hope, a
new aim, a new rule of life. The change was
as thorough as it was sudden. And it began
immediately to bear fruit. Love, joy, peace,
and praise showed themselves in these re-
newed lives, and the favour accorded to them
at once by the multitude bears witness to
the blamelessness and beauty of their conduct,

What effected this wonderful transforma-
tion 1 In the world of nature, day and night,
heat and cold, cloud and sunshine, alternate.
And the opinions and the ways of men un-
dergo many changes during their lives. But
the change of which we read here is a change
for life. It is as though a tree hitherto fruit-
less was henceforth to bear pleasant and
wholesome fruit, or a pond, hitherto still and
stagnant, was to become a source of clear,
refreshing, running water. Itisa change for
which nature cannot account, such a change
as was contemplated by the Indian chief, who,
on being told that God would have men love
their enemies, exclaimed that to do that a
man must be made new.

It was effected by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord Jesus had declared that “except a
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” And here was a new creation, a
new birth. These three thousand had been
“born of the Spirit.”

It was effected by means of the Word, The
word of God in the mouth of Peter was the
instrument used. “When they heard this
they were pricked in the heart.” And they
“received his word.”

If ever weare to bring forth pleasant fruits
unto God, the same change must be effected
in us,

It must be (in one sense) sudden. The
stagnant pool will never grow gradually into
a source of fresh water. It must be altered
—made anew. Nor can a heart alienated
from God grow toward him. There can be
no growth without a beginning. We may
hear and hear the ward, but if ever we are to
be changed there must be a moment when

Husband and wife are joined together (as our
English marriage service has it) “ till death
do us part” But Christ receives us unto
eternal life.

Have we passed through this change ? We
cannot convert ourselves, it is true, but we
are not like the inanimate things of nature,
We can hear the word, and yield ourselves to
the influence of that blessed Spirit through
whom alone souls are born again and the
spilritual *“desert” turned into a “ fruitful
field.”

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Give a brief account of Peter’s sermon pre-
ceding the lesson : (1) The time ; (2) The
hearers ; (3) The circumstances ; (4) Charac-
teristics of the Sermon : (1) Scriptural; (2)
Having Christ as theme; (3) Direct and lain;
(4) Practical; (5) Bold...."he results of
Peter’s discourse: (1) Conviction; (2) Resolu-
tion; (3) Faith; (4) Conversion; (5) Stead-
fastness; (6) Growth....The characteristics
of a true revival: (1) Earnest preaching; (2)
Many conversions; (3) Sudden conversions;
(4) Large ingathering; (5) Training of new
members; (6) Steadfastness and growth in
grace; (7) Power in the world. .. .The traits
of true conversion. (See Analytical and
Biblical Outline,)....The character of the
pentecostal Church. (See Additional Prac-
tical Lessons,) What does this lesson teach
asthe duty of, (1) Those who hear the Gospel ;
(2) Of young disciples; (3) Of the Church
toward seekers and new members. . . . ILLus-
TRATIONS, The spies gathered a bunch of
grapes of Eschol, (see Num. 13. 23,) a great
cluster. So these converts of the poantecost
were the first-fruits of the new land of pro-
mise, betokening a new fruitage. ... The
daisies so widely scattered over the meadows
of Americaare said to have grown from a box
of seeds which a Frenchman brought to this
country, and which was broken by the way-
side. The seeds took root, spread their
flowers, and were scattered by the winds over
the continent. So with these first-fruits of

tecost....On the day of pentecost the

(whether consciously or u ly) we
receive it

It must be thorough. It is a giving up of
the old life. The company added to the
Church at Pentecost had really separated
themselves in hope and faith from the great
mass of their countrymen at Jerusalem, for
they had accepted him whom the nation
rejected. So, now, to be changed—converted,
means to accept him whom the world rejects
—the cruciﬁes one,

It must be for tife—not a passing tide of
feeling, nor phase of thought, nor temporary
adoption of the opinions and ways of others,

first ripe sheaf of grain was laid on the altar
at Jerusalem as a token of the harvest. This
was the first sheaf of the great harvest of the
Christian Church,

References. Foster’s ILLUSTRATIONS:
Ver. 87: Prose, 1095, 1097, 5078, 7556, Ver.
38: Prose, 2090, 8855. Ver. 89: Prose, 2194,
32565. Ver. 41: Prose, 11658, 11668, Ver.
42: Prose, 2284, 5873. . . .FREEMAN: Ver, 46:
The temple, 704,

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LessoN TrouaHT, Jesus still Living.
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Make three frames on the board, and tell the
children that you have three pictures to show.
Number 1, 2, and 3, and name, (1) A Great
Preacher; (2) A Great Saviour, and 3) A
Great Family.

1. Interest in the great preacher, the bold,
but cowardly disciple. Peter who walked on
the waves, who cut off the soldier’s ear, who
denied Jesus. Now, full of the Holy Spirit,
he speaks to the crowd about Jesus, und tells
the people what to do. Describe him, earnest,
eager, loving, and fearless, Print in frame
No. 1, “Repent,” “Obey,” “Receive.” Ask
children to help preach Peter’s sermon, by
answering (uestions. What is it to repent !
Of what! Why? Obey whom? In what?
In whose name? For what ! Receive what ?
From whom ?

2. Print “ Jesus” in frame 2, and read from
Matt. 1. 21 why he is so called, Call out
from children what the Jews had done to
Jesus, and show that then, as now, the great
sin is unbelief. Teach that only sinners
need a Saviour, and illustrate by two vases,
one broken, the other whole. The perfect
one needs nothing, but the broken one needs
to be mended or replaced. Are there any
hearts that are whole and need nothing ! No,
all human hearts are broken by sin, and there-
fore a Saviour is needed for all, Print, “A
Saviour for all,” helow Jesus. Tell that in
the crowd listening to Peter were some who
believed what he saxd and who did as he told
them to do. What was that? Print,
“3,000 believed.” Let children tell the pro-
mise to those who believed, and print, 3,000
received the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

3. Talk about family life. Let class tell
who make up a family, who takes care of the
family, to whom the family belongs, what is
the family bond, etc. Print in frame, “ God
the Father, Jesus the Elder Brother, all who
love Jesus, the sons and daughters,” Explain
that some were rich and some poor, and that
the rich brothers and sisters divided with the
poor ones, Show that this was like Jesus,
who, “though he was rich, yet became poor,”
for our sakes. Make a large heart and many
little ones touching it on the outside. Teach
that these believers all had one heart, because
they were all touching the great heart of God.
Let children tell what kind of a heart they
think God has, and teach that his children
may have hearts that are little copies of his,
Show that this great family is a picture of
what little families may be now, if they are
God’s families,

PBlackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, B8Q.

ExpravatioN. The diagram represents
the unity of the primitive Church. The ap-

plication is the necessity of every Christian
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Church being united in the same spirit of
fellowship. The preached word is without
power unless blessed by the Holy Spirit. In

WE

MusT

ALL BE
|F/

HE
RIMITIVE
CHURCH

the lesson of to-day we see the two united,
and know that the Spirit wrought with the
word and did wonders by it,

A BLACKBOARD EXERCISE,

By questions bring out the following result,
and write it on the board:
IN PRAYER.
O N E IN FAITH.
IN LOVE.
IN WORKS.

What will be the first-fruits of a Church
80 united ! [Ans. Others will be won.]  Erase
one and write won ; also erase the word in
before the words prayer, faith, tove, works, and
write to,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

It was a strange gathering. There was the
circle of disciples, the pentecost-fires still
burning on their heads. There was Peter
coming to the front of the disciples as their
xreaker, his rugged features brightened by
the glow of the supernatural flame above him.
There was that dense, curious, eager crowd of
listeners, a mingling from all countries and
climes, swarthy faces from Libya and
those of fairer skies from Pontus, some citi-
zens of Rome, with an air of cosmopolitan
knowledge, and some Parthians with wonder-
ing simplicity, Jews from Arabia and Jews
from Jerusalem. Over that crowded assembly
ring out the words of Peter. It was the
utterance of courage, of faith, of the truth,
It was an utterance before which went the
Holy Ghost, softening the hearts of the
hearers, and behind which was the Holy
Ghost sending out the words of the speaker.
The souls that had questioned curiously
about others were now solicitous for them-
selves, There was not only agitation of face,
but I catch sighs and sobs, and then there
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came tumultuous appeals, “ What shall we
do?” O wonderful first-fruits of pentecost,
three thousand going forward to baptism in
aday! It was a growing flock, a steadfast
flock, a worshipful flock, a joyful flock. I see
little groups bowing in the temple, or break-
ing bread in some house. I come upon one
cluster singing some sweet Messianic psalm,
while others talk of the Saviour's love that
bought them and the Spirit's presence that

A. D, 30,

Acts 8.

together into
ing the ninth

1 Now Peter and John went u
the temple at the hour of prayer, ge
hour,

2 And a certain man lame from his mother's
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the
gate of the temple called Beautiful, @ to ask alms
of them that entered into the temple ;

a John 9, 8,

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into
the temple asked an alms,

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with
John, said, Look on us,

6 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to
receive sometiing of them,

85" 6 Then Peter said, b Silver and gold have
I none ; but such as I have give I thee: ¢ In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk,

b1 Pet. 4, 10,——c Chap, 4, 10.

A5 7 And he took him by the right hand, and
lifted him up; and immediately his feet and
ankle bones received strength.

& 8 And he d leaping up stood, and walked,
and entered with them into the temple, walking,
and lealling, and praising God.

d Isa 35. 6

9 And ¢ all the people saw him walking and
prnisinﬁ God.
e Chap. 4

10 And the

21,
y knew that it was he which sat
for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and
they were filled with wonder and amazement at
that which had happened unto him.

11 And as the lame man which was healed
held Peter and John, all the people ran together
unto them in the porch /that is called Solomon'’s

porch, greatly wonderin
JJohn 10. 28 ; chap.

% 1.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

A few weeks have passed since the events of
Pentecost, and the Church is daily advancing
in its growth. The disciples attend as ever
upon the services of the temple, and see in
the offered lamb a new weaning, and feel in
the choral psalms a new power. One day as
Peter and John, the two leaders among the
twelve, one the ardent, the other the thought-
ful, are entering into the temple with the
throng at the afternoon worship, they see at
the foot of the stepsin the Gentiles' Lourt,
leading upward to tﬂe Beautiful Gate, a poor
cripple, who looks wistfully at the worshippers

comforts them. And everywhere these clus-
ters, like those of the vine, are growing clus-
ters. Everywhere flash out marvellous
‘““signs;” but more wonderful than this is the
love that reigned. I see men selling their
goods, giving away to the needy, holding “all
things common.” * The broken bones of one
man healed are not so great a sign as the
pockets of “three thousand” broken open
and their contents scattered for God.

—— D —

LESSON 1V.—THE HEALING POWER.

January 28,

L 111

entering where he is forbidden on account of
his deformity. Both apostles, with the same
inward prompting of the Spirit, pause and
gaze a moment., Then Peter speaks the words
in which John unites his faith and power,
“Look on us!” As the lame man looks
up with eager expectation, for the first time
thewalls of the temple echo with the utterance
that Jesus, the despised Nazarene, the con-
demned and crucified, is the Messiah of
Israel’s hope, with power to heal the body and
save the soul | The apostles extend helping
hands, and a new life thrills through the
feeble limbs of the lame man, and in an in-
stant, exerting his faith, he leaps up, stands
upon his feet for the first time in forty years,
A moment, and he is leaping, running up the
marble steps, with the praise of God upon his
lips, while all around the multitude wonder
at the transformation. Soon a throng gather.;
and the two apostles, to whom the healed
man still clings in grateful love, lead the
people out of the Women’s Court into the open
precinets of the Gentiles’ Court and under the
arches of Solomon’s Porch. The divine pur-
pose of the miracle has been gained in" the
eager attention of a multitude, to whom Peter
now proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 1. Now. The time is not given,
but it was probably soon after the day of
Pentecost. Peter and John. The two
leaders of the apostolic company, one impe-
tuous, the other quiet, warmly attached to
each other, as is evident from many allusions,
both in the Gospels and Acts, 1. See how
Christians should love each other, Into the
temple. The house of God on Mount
Moriah. They crossed the bridge from Zion
into the court of the Gentiles, and were pass-
ing into the court of the women when these
events took place. Hour of prayer.
Twice each day every pious Jew prayed
either in the temple, or turhing his face to-
ward it ; and the disciples still observed the
Jewish usages, though with enlightened
minds as to their meaning. 2. God’s people
have need of both private and public worship.
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Ninth hour, Three o'clock in the after-
noon, as the hours were counted from sun-
rise. This was the time of the evening
sacrifice,

2. A certain man. This miracle, per-
haps not the ouly one wrought in that period,
is related on account of its Important results
among the people and to the apostles. Lame
from his motgler'l womb, Hence incur-
able except by divine power. Was carried.
Perhaps this means “ was being carried at
that time.” Laid daily. Just as in the
East the deformed and poor even now throng
around the doors of mosques and churches,
3. 1t is the worshippers who give to the
needy, not those who scorn re igion, At
the gate. By the law of Moses, no de-
formed person could enter the temple ; so we
see in this man a picture of the sinner, shut
out from fellowship with God. Called
Beautiful. A gate of beautiful workman-
ship, and the grand entrance to the Court of
the Women. It was opposite the gate Shu-
shan, which was in the outer Eastern wall,
To ask alms. Appealin by his very aﬁ)-
pearance and by voice to the sympathy of t
worshippers,

8, 4. Asked an alms. He asked for a
small gift, and received a great one, 4, How
little do people know their own opportunities
when they appear ! Fastening Ll.s eyes,
Conscious bya divine impulse which the two
apostles felt at the same moment, of the
willingness of God to heal and save this man,
Look on us. The cri ple must recognize
the instrumentalities of Em healing, and must
do what he could—fix his eye, though he
could not move his feet, 5, Salvation begins
when the needy sinner’s eyes turn toward

ho)

g?‘ He gave heed. As the woman of
Samaria came seeking water and found eter-
nal life, so this man looked for alms and
found salvation, Expecting to receive.
Those who entered the temple carried mone:
for the poor, or for the treasure-chests whicK
were fastened on the walls of the court of the
women,

6. Silver and gold have I none. He
meant that he was not rich, not that he was
absolutely moneyless ; and that it was no
pecuniary gift which he was about to bestow.
6. Sometimes the poor can do for their fellow-
men more than the rich. Such as I have,
The possession of saving faith is one which
the poorest child of God can impart to an-

other who is willing to receive, 7. What a
treasure is the ownershig of ealvation ! In
the name of Jesus Christ. This bold

sentence proclaims to all that Jesus, who had
been put to death as a criminal but a little
is the Christ, the Messiah of
and still living and Ppossessing all

while before,
Israel,

power. The name is here invoked for the
power. Of Nazareth. The place named
in scorn above the cross is here adopted as an
honour.  Peter was not ashamed of the lowly
origin of his Saviour. 8, Let every Christian
glory in the cross of Christ. Rise up and
W Or, as in the Revised Version, simply
the command “walk I What courage and
faith this one word required ! But Peter
spoke with the consciousness that Christ’s
power was there to make good his utterance,

7. Took him. This showed the cripple
that his cure came through the apostlx;a.
Lifted him up. The disciple aids the en-
deavour and faith of the man. 9, Note here
is a lesson of the value of personal contact
with those whom we would lead to Christ,
His feet and ankle-bones. Words show.
ing the precision of the physician Luke, who
wrote this record. Received strength,
Literally, **were consolidated,” the weak
tendons and muscles becoming in a moment
firm,

8. Leaping up. § ringing from his
sitting posture, he stood for a moment, for
the first time in his life, then walked, [Rev.
Ver., “began to walk ] a new experience,
and a double miracle, for walking must be
learned by practice and ufter many falls,
Into the temple. Through the Beautiful
Gate up into the court of the women, where
the people were wont to worship. 10. Happy
is that man who em loys God’s gift of
strength in going to God’s house, Praising
God. That showed the religious temper of
the man, and his salvation accompanying
bodily healing,

9, 10. Allthe people. The crowd who
were present at the evening service of worship
saw him. They had the proof of their own
eyes of the miraculous work. 11. While the
process of salvation is a mystery, the trans-
forming results are visible to all men. They
knew. The man’s past was well known, as
he was more than forty years old. Cha{!‘ 4,
22 Wonder and amazement. This
was the design of this, as of all miracles, to
call attention to the Gospel as a divine force
in the world, and to make men realize its
power,

11. Held Peter and John. Clung to
them, in simple gratitude, while he praised
God for the miracle. He continued to clin,
to them during the events which fterwa
took place, and stood at their side before the
council.  Chap. 4. 14, People ran to-
gether. The crowd followed them out of
the women's court (perhaps after the worship
was over%into the cloister opposite its en-
trance. Porch that is called Solomon’s,
A double row of colunms, roofed over, on
the eastern side of the court of the Gentiles,
50 named because the foundation under its
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wall was the only remaining portion of the
iginal Sol ’s temple, It was a place of
teaching by the

resort for the people, and of
seri

GOLDEN TEXT.

Then shall the lame man
and the tongue of the

OUTLINE.
1. The Beantiful Gate, v. 1-5.
2. The Blessed Gift, v. 611,
Time.—A.D. 30, a few days after the events
of the last lesson, no events being named between
them.

Place.—The Temple at Jerusalem.

Explana.tions. — Went up together—These
two disciples were friends, and generally went
together.  7he hour of prayer—This was at the
hour when the sacrifice was offered in the after-
noon.  The ninth hour—About three o'clock, the
first hour being at sunrise, and the twelfth at
sunset. Lame from his mother's womb—One who
had been born a eri ple. They laid daily—He
was brought by his ll;wnds, as he could not walk.
Gate of the temple—A gate between two of the
courts of the temple. Called Beautiful—It is
not known which gate this was. 4/ms—Gifts of
money. Them that entered in—People who wor-
ship God are generally more willing to give than
others.  Who, seeing—This man was like the
sinner in helplessness, need, and the fact that he
was outside the house of God, for no cripple was
allowed to enter within, Fastening his eyes—
Looking on him intently. ZLook on us—In order
to obtain the man’s fixed attention. Silver and
gold. .. .none—The apostles were poor men, but
rich in the power of Jesus. Such as I have—
The power given from God. In the name of
Jesus—He did not speak by his own power, but
as the messenger of {:: Lord. Rise up and walk
—The command was to do what seemed impos-
sible, but, in obeying, power was given from on
high.  Lifted him up—As an encouragement and
help. Entered. ...into the temple—Now healed,
he had a right to go into the house of God.
Praising God—He knew that the work was from
God and not from men. People saw him—It was
a time of day when great crowds were worship-
ping in the temple. Saw him walking—A per-
son who had never walked could not do it at onde
without long practice, except by divine power.
Knew that it was he—Because he was well known
as a beggar. Held Peter and John—He clung to
them in grateful love, Porch. .. .called Solomon's
—A covered colonnade on the east side of the
temple. Perhaps Peter led the crowd toward it
as a good place for preaching to them.

HOME READINGS.
The healing power. Acts 8. 1-11.
The paralytic healed. Mark 2, 1.12.
W. The people healed. Num, 21. 1.9,
Th. The cripple at Lystra healed. Acts 14.
5-20,

F. The c}igiple at Bethesda healed. John 5.
1-15.

8. 'The leper healed. 2 Kings 5. 1-14.
8. The mighty Healer, Mark 1. 29-39,

lenp as an hart,
mb sing. Isa, 35,6,

M.
Tu.

LESSON HIVMNS,

The Lord forgives thy sins,

Prolongs thy feeble breath ;
He healeth thine infirmities,

And ransoms thee from death.

He clothes thee with his love,

Upholds thee with his truth ;
And like the eagle he renews

The vigour of thy youth.

Then bless his holy name

Whose grace hath made thee whole ;
Whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:

O bless the Lord, my soul !

No. 238, New Hymn Book.
While, full of anguish and disease,
My weak distempered soul
Thy love compassionately sees,
glet it make me whole !

To Jesus’ Name if all things now
A tremblin%homnge pay,

O let my stubborn spirit bow,
My stiff-necked will obey !

tent, deaf, and dumb, and blind,
nd sick, and poor, I am ;
But sure a remedy to find
For all in Jesus’ Name.

No. 828, New Hymn Book. L M.
O thou, whom once they flocked to hear,
Thy words to hear, thy power to feel ;
Suffer the sinners to draw near,
And graciotsly receive us still,

They that be whole, thyself hath said,
N{) need of a physician have ;

But I am sick, and want thine aid,
And want thine utmost power to save,

Thy power, and truth, and love divine,
'lxhe same from age to age endure ;

A word, a gracious word of thine,
The most inveterate plague can cure,

C. M.

Imy

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. The Beautiful Gate, v. 1-5. Where
was this gate, and to where did it lead? Who
were one day passing through this gate? For
what purpose were they going? What good rule
is given in Psa, 55. 177 ~ At what hour was this?
Wilom did they meet at the gate? For what
purpose was he there? Wherein did this man
resemble a sinner? What help did he expect
fm:in the apostles ?  What did Peter tell the man

0 do?

2. The Blessed Gift, v. 6-11. What was
Peterunable to give? What better gift did he
ive ! In whose name did he give it ! How did
e hielp the man ¥ What followed Peter's words 1
How did this show the fulfilment of Christ's
promise in Mark 16. 17, 18 How did the man
show that he was cured ! How did he fulfil the
words of the GoLpeN Texr? For what greater
blessing may we praise God? What was the
effect ot this upon the Koo%l:' What change
;&I(r;: p;m7 in those who believe in Christ?
r. 5. 17.
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TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. That Christ's followers love to pray ?
126 That there are better things than silver and
gold ?
8. That there is power in Jesus’ name !

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school.) 1, Whom did Peter and John meet at
the Beautiful Gate of the Temple? A lame man.
2. What did Peter say to him? “Rise up and
walk.” 3. In whose name did he say this? In
the name of Jesus Christ. 4. What did the lame
man do? ‘“‘He leaping up stood,and walked.”
5. What did this miracle show ! The power of
Jesus' nane ?

DocTRINAL 8UGGESTION, —Faith in Christ,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Beautiful Gate, v. 1-5. What
was the daily habit of the disciples? Acts 2.
+46.  What hour of the day is named here?
What hours of worship did the Jews observe 1
Psa. 55. 17. Why were alms sought at the
temple gate? On whom have the poor and
needy a special claim? To whom is kindly
service to others really rendered ? Prov. 19,
17, What example did Peter follow in heed-
ing the cry of the needy ?

2. The Blessed Gift, v. 6-11. In what
did the temporal condition of the apostles
resemble that of Jesus! What gifts had
Peter just received? What was our Lord's
direction about iving? Matt. 10. 8. By
what power was tﬁin miracle wrought ! What
power has Jesus given to his name? John
14.13. What was the effect of this name
upon the lame man? How did the people
regard the cure 1

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

In whose name does every plea of need
come to the believer 1

In what spirit only can true help be ex-
tended ?

What can the
auﬂ'erinﬁ'l

In what
received 1

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

About what time was the ninth hour?
Three o’clock in the afternoon. What was
the temple service at this hour? The sacri-
fice of the lamb on the altar? Where was
the Beautiful Gate? On the east side of the
temple near Solomon’s Porch, Who was
lying near the gate to ask alms? A man
lame from his birth, What was Peter’s an-
swer when asked for alms? “ Look on us”
What did the lame man expect? A gift of

poorest believer give the
spirit should great blessings be

money. What did Peter tell him ? That he
had neither silver nor gold. What did he
ive to you.”

in Christ’s

add? “But suck as I have I
What was it Peter had? Fait

power. What did Peter do? Commanded
the lame man to walk. In whose name did
Peter do this? In the name of Jesus Christ,
What followed? The lame man was made
strong in a moment, How did he show his
new strength By leaping up and walking
into the temple. "Repeat the GoLpEN TEXT,
What did the lame man become 7 A follower
of Jesus, with a new heart and a new body.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

Remember, Jesus will take away your sins
as quickly as he healed the lame man, if you
—Ask him feeling your need, Ask him “be-
lieving he can help'you. Ask him believing
he will help you. "“Lord, I believe ; help
thou my unbelief.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Spirit of the Gospel,

I A Seirir oF FeLrowsHIP,
Peter and John went up together. v. 1.
“We have fellowship one with another.”
1John 1. 7.
II. A Spirir o WorsHIP,
Into the temple at the hour of prayer. v.1.
“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
Psa. 122, 1,
IIL. THE SPIRIT OF SYMPATHY.
Fastening his eyes upon him. v, 3,
‘“Every man. . ..on the things of others.”
Phil. 2. 4,
IV. TaE Spirir or HELPFULNESS,
Such as I have give I thee. v, 6,
“ Bear ye one another’s burdens.,” Gal,
2

6. 2.
V. THE SpiriT oF POWER.
Feet and ankle-bones received strength. v.7,
“Any man. .in Christ. .a new creature.”
2 Cor. 5. 17,
VI. THE SPIRIT OF PRAISE.
Leaping, and praising God. v. 8,
“8Binging with grace in your hearts,”
ol. 8. 16.
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
LY Sin and 8

1. The sinner is a cripple, fettered by his
sins, and unable to move toward God. v, 9,

2. The sinner is in poverty and need, an
object of pity to all who realize his condi-

tion. v. 2,
gate of God’s

3. The sinner is outside the
spiritual house, unable to enter, and without
communion with God. v, 2,

4. Balvation comes to a sinner while he is
unconscious of it, or seeking the commoner
and lower gifts of life. v, 8,

5. Salvation comes to the sinner through a
human instrumentality, There is always a
Peter7 to extend to him the power of éod
v. 4-7.

6. The sinner who would be saved must
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exert himself, and by God’s help strive to do
what he cannot do by nature, v. 6-8.

7. The sinner who would be saved must
have faith when the opportunity of salvation
is presented. v. 7, 8.

E. The sinner who responds to the call,
and acte with faith, finds new power given to
him, and a transformation wrought in him,

9. The first impulse of the saved sinner is
to enter into God’s house, and there offer
praise to God.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
7. Where is this said in the Seriptures?

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine upris-
ing, thou understandest my thought afar off,
Thou compassest my S.Mh and my lying down,
and art acquainted with all my ways.” For there
is not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou
knowest it altogether.—Psalm 139, 2-4.

8. What more do the Scriptures teach you con-
cerning God ?

The Scriptures teach me likewise concernin
God that he is holy and righteous, faithful an
true, gracious and merciful.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

THERE is hardly a human being who does
not, in some degree, desire love, and aim at
power. The little child enjoys to find him-
self able to do something which he sees his
elders do, and looks forward to the time
when he is “grown up” to do far beyond
what he can at present. He expects age to
confer upon him a power almost without
limit. But while the child expects to win
power from increasing years, the youth who
18 growing up finds that he must seek it in
some other way. Power will not become his
simply because he is “a man.” And, proba-
bly, the larger number of human beings seck
to win it through money. “Money,” they
say, “commands all things” It certainly
does command a great deal. There are num-
erous comforts, pleasures, and means of use-
fulness, which are only reached through
money. Vet it must sometimes fail. Others
will tell you that “knowledge is power.”
And this also is true to a certain extent, The
largest and stateliest vessel would be built in
vain if there were no knowledge to guide her
over the trackless ocean, The most complete
set of workman’s tools would be valueless to
lnvage ignorant of their use, Skill, wis-
dom, fame, and influence, are all means of

power.  And yet how often are their limits
reached !

Now, we read to-day of a man who had
power, such a person as astonished all who

beheld it working, for it accomplished that
which they had never dreamed of effecting.

That poor cripple, who was laid daily by
pitying friends at the “beautiful” gate of
the temple, stood greatly in need of succour
from those possessed of power, Did he get
it? He got the means of a bare subsistence
from the gifts of those who entered the
temple, T?liﬂ was all they did for him, Was
it all they could do? "Probably it was,
Medical science had not attained to its pre-
sent height, and the case of this cripple
might bave baffled all the skill of the present
day. Yet there were Jearned men in Jeru-
salem. There were clever men, there were
wise men, there were rich men, there were
active and energetic men, men of resource,
men of reputation, men of benevolence,
men of power. And in spite of all these,
the helpless beggar sat there day after day,
and remained ng%elpless beggar still, v

At last two men came by ; men not marked
by particular skill or wisdom, men who were
(in that educated age) considered “unlearned
and ignorant,” men poor in this world’s
goods. And the cripple, appealing to them,
and looking to them E:r relief, obtained what
he had never before dreamed of. “Such as I
have,” said Peter, “give I to thee,” and that
was healing and strength for the hitherto
useless limbs, and new %ife for the hitherto
hopeless beggar, so that men saw him * walk-
ing and leaping and praising God.” Was not
sucl; power as Peter had shown worth hay-
ing

But where did that power come from ?

It was not a power resident in nature, It
was not come secret force hitherto undiscov-
ered by the learned, but destined in future
ages to be revealed to the discoveries of
science, It was inherent in one name—the
name of “ Jesus Christ of Nazareth,” Many
a name wel known in Jerusalem had power
to restrain, to rule, to command attention.
The name of Jesus alone had power to heal.

How was that power made available? The
matter was very simple. “ His name through
faith in His name hath made this man
strong.” The Lord had said before he lefs
the earth, “In my name. . .they shall ll{
hands on the sick and they shall recover.
And Peter believed it. L{om than this—
when he bade the man in that name to rise
up and walk, the man believed and obeyed.

ere was the secret,

I3 such power as this available now? The
Christian yet greater power intrusted to
him-~that of spiritual healing and restora-
tion,

“The vlv'orld’l a room of licknau,. where each
eart
Knows its own trouble and unrest ;

A
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The truest wisdom there, and noblest art
Is his, who skills of comfort best.”

So sings the poet Keble, And I think there

can be few who have not feli the same thing.

A child, however quickly he may forget, feels

4 momentary pang for the suffering of others,

and would like to have power to relieve it,

Now, age and exrerience will give some
1

power. Riches will give some, knowledge,
energy, and wisdom will give more, But
these all have their limit, hey cannot

“Minister to a mind diseased,”
or

“Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,”

But there is a power which can reach the
deepest misery, and turn it into joy. Would
you exercise this power ?

“Take the name of Jesus with you.”

With that name you need not fear to ap-
proach the bed of suffering and the chamber
of sorrow. For in this name resides the
power to heal the broken heart, to comfort
the burdened, to renew
and the lost.
BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Draw a diagram of the temple, showing
the Beautiful Gate and Solomon’s Porch, . ..
Expluin “hour of prayer ;” “ Beautiful Gate ;”
“alms;” “in the name of Jesus Christ ;”
‘“Solomon’s Porch,” ete. . ... Present in the
lame man the type of the sinner's condition
—helpless, poor, dependent, unable to enter
God’s spiritual temple. . ..Show the wa in
which he was healed a type of salvation ;
(1) In what was required — attention, faith,
action ; (2) In what was done—power given
from God~ ..Show the part taken by the
apostles in the work, an illustration of human
instrumentalities in salvation ; their thought,
sympathy, willingness to impart benefit, de-

endence upon Christ, etc....See the Ad-

itional Practical Lessons for the teachin, of
the miracle....The spirit of the Gospel as
shown in the Analytical and Biblical Outline,
. - - .How does this lesson apply to the pro-
fessed disciples of Jesus?....How does it
apply to those who are desirous of salvation ?
ILLUsTRATIONS, This lesson is illustrated by
the parable of the hid treasure. Matt 13. 44.
A man, seeking for common gifts of food and
money, suddenly finds a treasure of health
and salvation presented to him, and eagerly
receives it....The story is famous :fe the
discourse betwixt Pope Innocent 1V, and
Thomas Aquinas, when that great scholar
came to Rome, and looked somewhat amazed-

ly upon the mass of plate and treasure which
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he saw there. “So,” said the go , “ you
see, Thomas, we cannot say, as di g: Peter
of old, ‘Silver and gold have I -ione'”
“No,” said Aquinas, “ neither can you com-
mand, as he did, the lame man to arise and
walk.”—Bishop Hall.. . .. A missionnry lady,
writing from Damascus to the Christian In-
structor, gives the following illustration of the
continuance of an ancient practice in the
East: “A singular and interesting custom
prevails here during the hours of public
prayers on Sabbath mornings, and on fre-

vent stated sessions during the week, It is
thai of the poor and diseased,lame and blind,
being gathered about the church doors to
solicit alms, They present a very strange
Appearance, sitting together along the walls,
or standing in groups with the hand ex-
tended for charities, and remind one of the
account given in Acts 3. 2, of the laying of
the lame man at the ‘gate of the “temple

and save the sinful | J, ¢, Gr

which is called Beautiful’ The feeble and
blind are often led to these public places, and
the lame sometimes literally ¢ carried’ on the
shoulders of some good Samaritan friend.”—
ay.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LEssoN THOUGHT. There 45 power in Jesus’
name, .

A GREAT PERSON,
Print on the board names of

ersons spo-
ken of in this lesson —Jesus, eter, John,
lame man., Previous to this, read lesson

slowly, and let children give
printed. ~ Get from children which of the
four is the Great Person, and why. Teach
that riches do not make greatness, but love
does, and show that Jesus is great in power
and glory, because he has a heart full of love,
Let children tell what this love led him to do
for us. Tell story as far as verse 7, and ask
if Peter was not t‘:e great person. Show that
he was not great when he denied Jesus, be-
cause then it was Peter himself who worked ;
but now it was Jesus in Peter who worked,
and this was the Great Person,

names to be

A GREAT CURE,

Ask if children have ever seen one who
could not walk. Tell that this beggar had
never walked, and now was more than forty
ears old. Every day he was laid at the
ﬁeautiful Gate of the tem: le, to get a little
money from the people wlfo went in and out,
Tell why he could not walk—his feet and
ankles were not strong enough, Teach the
lesson of dependence upon God for all
strength of body. Kead verses 7 and 8, and
tell that Jesus, who had let the T man be

a cripple for forty years, now made him well
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and strong in a minute. Ask what God
makes an apple-tree for? Teach that as he
makes the tree to bear apples, so he makes
our bodies to bear fruit of good deeds for
him. When he cures us, or gives us life from
him, then we are ready to begin to bear fruit,
The first fruit that this lame man bore was
raise to God, Show that this is a good
ruit, and that we must bear it, too. Teach
that another fruit was testimony. Explain
what this means, and read, “All the people
saw him walking and praising God.” He did
not try to hide his cure, He was not ashamed
to have people hear him say that Jesus had
cured h m. Teach that when Jesus has given
us love, patience, meekness, any kind of
strength, we must be willing, as this man was,
to let it be known. Make a vine on the
board, with branches. Print above, “I am
the vine, ye are the branches,” and teach that
as the branches get their life from the vine,
the vine needs to be strong and healthy.
Has Jesus plenty of life and strength ! Then
we may have, if we will only be willing to
take it from him,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

There is the stir of preparation in the
temple. It is almost three, the hour for
evening sacrifice, when the crimson fires will
flash above the altar and the censer breathe
out its sweet offering. Peter and John are
among the temple-worshippers, Two—that
means fellowship in worship, and four arms
in an emergency. They are stopped by a
beggar. What a contrast between him and
the Beautiful Gate at whose foot he lies! He
is a cripple, never able to walk, to traverse
the fields, to climb the hill-slopes, to go to
another’s help, or save himself from danger,
only an object to be carried by charity, per-
haps half-starved and half-clad. Above him
is that gate of Corinthian brass, fifty cubits
high and forty broad, glittering with the gold
and silver plates that cover it, and so massive
that the strength of twenty men is needed to
move it. That gate so costly, beautiful, fin-
ished, and he so unfinished, beggarly, un-
comely, weak ! It is an old custom to give
alms at temple-gates, and the alms-boxes in
churches to-day are a trace of that custom,
O Peter and John, this mis-shapen, ragged,
helpless mass of beggary appeals to you !
“Look on us!” is Peter's cry, Eye meets
eye. It is the pitying Christ looking through
Peter’s eyes upon the penalty for broken laws,
and he came into this wor{d to repair and
Erevent that transgression, bringing men into

armony with himself and so with his laws,
In the name of Christ he is bidden to rise
and walk ! He lays hold of Peter’s extended
hand. Human effort must meet the divine
power. And see! The fettered joints are
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loosened. The helpless limbs are stirring.
Twisted, awry, up out of his humiliation he
suddenly leaps, and stands erect, a man !
What wonder if he goes into the temple
shouting excitedly his thanks to God ! Fle
not only recognizes the bounty of heaven,
but he ucknowledges its dispensers. He
bows with thew in prayer. How near God
must have seemed, God so wonderfully work-
ing ! The conscionsness of his presence must
have extended among and awed the people.
They wonder as they hear those excited out-
cries of thanksgiving, and when the man will
not let the disciples depart, clinging to them,
the people hurriedly cluster about the three
in Solomon’s Porch, pressing, pushing, eager
to see, eager to hear. O wonderful name of
Jesus, that failed not the disciples when,
leaning on it, they met that pitiful case of
want! Strong in faith, xti]l stronger in
achievement, behind them is the Power,
greater than “ silver and gold,” the conqueror
of disease, and that shall vanquish a world of
sin,
Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, BSQ.
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ExpranarioN. This design is to teach
that there is something that is better than
silver and gold. Of these says the apostle, in
verse 8, “have I none.” "But he had a
greater treasure. What was it? Farru,
Not faith in itself, but in Jesus Christ,
Faith is represented as coming out of the
horn of plenty, thus teaching that the Chris-
tian may have an abundance of this treasure.
If this design is placed on the board in col-
ors, make the horn with yellow and brown,
the word silver in white, and gold in yellow ;
Jaith in white. Avoid making too much
fancy colouring. Simplicity is nfways best.

LESSONS FOR FEBRUARY, 1883,
Fes. 4. The Prince of Life, Acs3.12-21.
FeB, 11. None Other Name, = Acts 4. 1-14,
FeB. 18, Christian Courage. Acts 4. 18 31.
Fgs. 25. Ananiasand Sapphira, Acts5,1-11.
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0000000 g VOLUME LVi.

INCE to the contributors announced below will show that nearly
allof the most distinguished and popular authors of this coundtry, and many
of those of Great Britain, have been engaged as contributors to the Com-
PANION for the year 1883, The Announcement will be found in man)
respects, we think, an extraordinary one, but it includes only a part of the features
of the volume for the coming year.

lllustrated Serial Stories.

A Berial S8tory of Boy Life in America, by . . + J.T. Trowbridge.
A Berial Story of Boy Life in Great Britain, by . . William Black,
A Berial Story of New England Life, by . - Harriet Beecher Stowe.
A Serial Story for Girls, by . Harriet Prescott Spofford.

A Serial S8tory of S8outhern Life, bs" PN + - Marie B. Williams.
Stories of O1d-Time Poor-Houses, by . o . .+ _+ J.D.Chaplin,
Tales of the Old Dutch Farmers of New York, by Eugene M. Prince,

lllustrated Travel and Adventure.
A Serial Story of Adventure, by . . » 5

. . - C.A. Stephens.
Life in an Irish Fishing Village, by . + * ‘ s +Julian Hawthorne.
Tales of Old Ships and Sailors, by . % A Bl i b . Capt. F. Luce.
Old Times on the Missouri, by . w g

»_+ A Missourian,
Lieut. P. F'. Grinnell.
ondent of the London Tele.

+ + . - Phil Robinson,
Rallway Heroes. Thrilling stories of railroad men. Among others will be “The Fireman’s Story ;»

““His Life or Theirs;" “Skip Dustin, the Water Boy," and “Express Messenger Riley,” by

Walter A, Moore.
: Special Articles.

Important articles will be given by two of the most distingunished Nenrologists
in the world, describing Nervous Diseases—showing the ordinary canses of these
forms of human suffering—and giving general suggestions as to their treatn, nt.
The articles will not be merely teclinical treatises, but will be enlivened by curic
and illustrative anecdotes.

Co Nervous Ail . A Beries of Pupers, by Dr, Brown-Sequard.
The Short History of a Nervous Man. The Proper Use of the Mind, Hallucinn
tions and Delusions, The Cause of Bleep and Sleeplessness, Somnambulism, ete., by
Dr. William A. Hammonad.

Reminiscences and Anecdotes.

Yankee Drolleries at Old.-Time Fairs and Bhows, by T T James Parton.
Stories of Old-Time Quack Doctors and their Remedies, by . BEdgar Knowles.
H Aiasy

After the Mindanao Pirates in a Dauteh dun.limn, by ‘. e
The Fiftieth Tiger. A narrative of Adventure by the Special Corresp
graph. . .

On the Stump. of Electi ing, Stump Speaking, cte., by
Hon. 8. 8. Cox.
Victor Hugo at Home, A chatty description of the home life of the great poet, by his Private

DoAY, . . . . . 5 A & x Ry » ichard Lesclide.
Brllllalﬁt All)'ticles. Reminiscences of Dean Stanley and Picturesque Associntions of Westminster
Abbey, by >

 Denmark. At o'n ' ', . - Oanon P, W, Farrar.
The %pyal Family of Denmark, Articles of Personal Ancedote by the Danish Minister at

ashington, by AT e T e T R
Great Southern Leaders, A scries of articles containing personal reminiscences of Gen.
Robert E. Lee, * Stonewall Jackson,” John C. Calhoun, ete., ete., hy
Hon. Alexander H. Stephens,
The Editorials of the CompaNION will give clear and impartial views of cur-
rent events at home and abroad.
he Children’s Page sustains its reputation for charming pictures, poems
and stories adapted to the little ones,

Subscription Price, K|1L.75.

Specimen coples free.

Address, YOUTH’S COMPANION,

Nease mention in what paper you vead this advertisement. 4l Temple Place, Boston, Mass.
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES

-PR)LCES NET.

‘Toronto Selected Libraries, Nos. 1 and 2.

All these Books are selected from the ‘¢ Winnowed Lists,” and put up in a Hundred Volumes
in each Library, uniform in binding, and enclosed in a neat wooden case, Owing to the very
large purchase which we have made of these valuable Libraries, we are now enabled to offer
them at the low price of $25,00 each, net to Sabbath-schools, These are decidedly the best
Libraries that can be obtained in this country for the money. Sold only in sets at these prices,

Toronto 8. 8. Library, No. 5.

One Hundred Volumes for $25.00 net. Put up in a neat wocden case,

Economical 8. S. Library—«A.”

50 Large Volumes, 16mo., bound in extra cloth, in uniform style, and put up in a neat wooden
case (imitation walnut), 13,356 pages and nearly 400 illustrations, Price $24.50 net.

Economical S. S. Library—“B.”
60 Volumes, 16mo., well printed on tinted paper, bound in extra cloth, in uniform style, put
up in a neat wooden case (imitation walnut). 16,462 pages, fully illustrated, Price $29.00

net.  Sold only in sete. (The price of the same books separately is $59.05.) Average price
per volume, 48} cents,

Economical 8. S. Library—“Q.”

40 Volumes, pages 16mo., net to Sunday-schools, $18.50, This will be put up in same style
as Libraries ““ A" and * B,” in neat case, with Catalogues,

The Primary Economical 8. . Library.

40 Volumes. A companion to our Economical Sunday-school Libralg’, Nearly Five Hundred
ift

Ilustrations. Neatly bound, and put up in a substantial case, y Catalogues furnished
with each set. Sold only in sets, Price §7.50 net. Price of the same books separately, §$12,80,

Model No. 1.

50 Volumes, 16mo., well printed on good, clear, strong paper, bound in best cloth, with no
strawboard in the covers, and put in a nice chestnut case, 12,329 pages, fully illustrated,
averaging nearly 250 pages per volume, and costing only 40 cents each, Fifty Catalogues
fur:ilrﬁml with each Library. = Price $22.00 net,

Model No. 2.

50 Volumes, 18mo., well printed on good, strong paper, bound in best cloth, with no strawboard
in the covers, and put up in a nice case, 9,182 pages, fully illustrated, averaging nearly 200

s per volume, and costing only 83 cents each. Fifty Catalogues furnished with each
Eﬁmr) * Price §16.50 net. This Library, differing entirely from ‘* Moper No. 1,” and thus
perfectly adapted for use with it, will be found to contain books by some of the very best
American authors. Religious instruction and the most entertaining reading will be found
combined with History, Science, and Story.  Sold only in sets,

Model No. 3.

This Library has 50 Volumes, 16mo. books (many of them recently issued), printed on best
paper, well bound in best English cloth, and put up in nice chestnut case, and is sold at the
net price of fifty-five cents per volume by the set. = This Library averages almost 300 Ppages per
volume, and has over 300 engravings, it contains books suited for the larger classes in the
Sunday-school, and by the very best of authors. Nothing equal to it has ever been offered at
any such price.  Prics, $27.50 net, Fifty Catalogues furnished with each Library.




ADVERTISEMEMTS,

Excelsior No. 1.
Fifty Volumes, strongly bound, of excellent books. $15.00 net.

Excelsior No. 2.
Forty Volumes, strongly bound. All good books, $14.00 net,

Excelsior No. 3.
Fifteen large Volumes, strongly bound and beautifully illustrated. $9 00 net.

Excelsior No. 4.
Fifteen large Volumes, beautifully illustrated and strongly bound. $9.00 net.

The Acme Sunday-School Library, No. 1.

Fifty large Volumes, 16mo, Price $25.00 net. Containing 14,646 pages, and 127 full-page
cuts. Bound in uniform style, in extra cloth, and finished in black and gold ; put up in a neat
imitation walnut box. 'The retail prices of these books are from $1.25 to $1.50 each. This is
a very choice selection,

Acme Library, No. 2.
Fifty large Volumes, 16mo., 1llustrated. Put up in a neat wooden case. Price $25.00 net.

Little People’s Picture Library.
Illustrated with upwards of 1,000 engravings. 50 Volumes. Bound in muslin. Put up in a
neat case. Net price to Sunday-schools, only $10.00, which is only 20 cents per volume, a
great reduction in price, being less than ane-half the catalogue price for single volumes, Sold
only in sets. This Library has been arranged with special reference to the younger children in
schools and families,

Dominion 8. 8. Library, No. 1.
For the School and the Home. Fifty Choice Illustrated Volumes, large 16mo., bound in
muslin, and not in any other Select Library., Only $25.60 to Sunday-schools. This Library
contains many of the standard and original copyright books, and near y 16,000 printed es,
illustrated profusely with large full-page, fine en, vings on wood and steel. All the Volumes
in this Library are valuable and instructive. They have been carefully read, examined, and
approved by a Committee for Sunday-schools and family reading, and are mainly suited to the
lar%er scholars, The books are printed ori good, clear paper, and stronﬁlgobound in muslin,
with gilt stamps. 50 Catalogues with each Library. So]& only in sets, ks of the size of
these in this Library are usually sold at from $1.00 to $1.50 each, Nothing like this Library
has been offered for such a smail sum.

Dominion 8. 8. Library, No. 2.
"~ One Hundred Volumes, 18mo. Fully Illustrated, and strongly bound in cloth. Price $25.00
net to Sunday-schools. These books are printed on good, clear paper, and strongly bound in
muslin, with gilt stamps.

Dominion 8. 8. Library, No. 3.
Fifty-three books, comprised in 50 volumes. 16mo, cloth. 15,831 pages and 250 illustrations,
printed on good paper, beautifully bound, and put up in a neat case. Price, $27.50 net.

Olive Library.
Forty Large 16mo. Volumes. Containing an aggregate of 15,350 pages. Beautifully bound

in cloth, and put up in a neat wooden case. Price $25.00. About one-half the retail price of
the volumes sep ly. Nodi t to Sunday-schools. Volumes not sold separately.

& A full descriptive Catalogue, giving titles and authors, &c., &c., sent to
any address, on application.
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.
OR,
MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, 8. F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.S.




LESSON LIST

THE Lessox List, embodying in a convenient and unique form the Golden Texts, and
Memory Verses, . lected by the Lmssox CoMMITTRE of the INTERNATION UNDAY-SCHOUL CONVENTION, has

received the endorsemy nt and hearty commendation of ]e ading Superintendents and Sunday-school Juumuln
throughout the land,

The l!uox MARK LessoN Lisr is furnished in three styles —differing on the last na
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

You cannot provide any accessory, to quicken
the interest in your meetings, so valu«
able as good Devotional Songs,

Get Gogpel Hymng

—¥or voUR—

PRAYER MEETINGS!

PUBLISHED lml R NUMBERS:
GOSPEL HYMNS Nos, 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Prm for mh Numbor, Music Ed'n., $30 per 100.
Word 85 per 100.

GOSPEL HYMNS COMPLETE.

Containing Gospel Hymns ¢ ined, (1, 2, and 3,
without Duplicates,) and No, 4.

Thousands of churches all over the land are now using
these books.

Music Edition, in Boards, $90 per 100,
Finer Bindings, at $1.25 and $1.75 each.
Word Edit in Boards, $25 per 100,

Add 10 cents on Music, and 2 cents on Word Edition if
ordered by Mail,

TRY

Our (lad Hoganna

For Your Sunday School!

IT CONTAINS 339 HYMNS AND SONGS BY THE
BEST AUTHORS,

Only $30 per 100 Copies, in Bunnl Covers,

May be ordered through any Bookseller or Music Dealer,
or of the Publishers,

BIGLOW & 1 MAIN,
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street,
7 ﬂ Yf)RK. CHICAGO.

DIAMOND |
DYES.

W20~ Tho Bast Dyss Ever Made.
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article,
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vt et el
GENTS WANTED for the Best and lauteat
selling Pictorial Books and Bibles, Prices
reduced 33 per cent. NATIONAL PUBLISH-
ING CO., Philadelphia.

STANDARD HELP

FOR THE
International Lessons for 1883,

In order that all who subscrib ribe for the Suxpav-Scioor
WORLD for the year 18883, before the end of January, 1883,
mny begin the study of the Lessons for that year’ with &
help which every one should have,

The Dictionary of the Bible,

edited by the Rev, Puiie Sciary, D.D, y LL.D,, especially
for the American Sunday-| School U num. and (nnmmmu
958 pages, with upwards of 400 pictorial illustrations and
12 hulumull\ coloured maps, and which is sold at
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’ The American
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International 8. 8. Lessons for 1883,

1.—The Sunday-School Banner, |10.- Commentary on Acts and
For Teachers and Young People.  Edited by Romans. 3y Dr. Whedon, Price

W. H. Withrow, D.D. Tublished monthly $1.50. This volume includes the lessons for

32 pages—contains capital notes on the 8. 8. the first half of 1883.

Lessons by Dr. Vincent and others, Price, 65 )

cns ey W o o s 4 | 11—The People’s Commentary on

cents each per year. the New Testament. By Amos

= 3 J Binney and Daniel Steele, D.D. 12mo,

2.1 : Canadmn Scholar 8 Qua_rterly Prios 53,00,

6 pages, issued quarterly, post-free in quan- ¥

tities of ten or more for 8 cents per copy per | 12.—Whedon's Commentary on

year. the Old Testament, Vol. II,

3.—Berean Lesson Leaf. Issued| Joshua to 2 Samuel. 12mc

monthly. Orders for 10 copies and upwards Price §2.25. This volume includes the lessons

54 cents per copy per year, on the Old Testament for 1883.

4.—Quarterly Review Service.  13.—Notes, Critical and Explan-
Price 6 cents per dozen ; 50 cents per hundred, atory, on the Acts. By M. W,

5.—The Leaf Cluster has been en- | Jacobus, 12mo, cloth, $1.50.

larged and made beautiful by a new process of 14.—Studies in the Acts. By J.

engraving, so that it will be an ornament to | Cyndyllan Jones. Price §1.50,

the walls of the school-room, as well as a | r ’

valuable help in the teaching of the little ones. | 15-_Ba‘l“nes on the Acts. 12mo,

Issued quarterly, price $1.10 per quarter, or cloth. .I”“f" 90 cents.

§4.40 per annum. 16.—Biblical Museum, Acts and

6.—International Lesson Com- Romans. By .. Comper Gray,12mo,

ment . By Dr. Vincent and Rev, |  cloth, $1.25.

J. L. Hurlburt. Contains full notes and ex- 17.—Lange, on the Acts, 8vo. cloth,
o5

planations upon all the lessons, hoth original 5.00.

and selected, with Practical Thoughts, Maps, " "
Engravings, a large number of tables, and IB—NGWMap of Bible HlStOI’y.
everything needed by the student of the les- |  Size, 65x55 inches, mounted on rollers. $4.00,
sons.  8vo, cloth, §1.25. - 19.—Map illustrating St. Paul's
7.—International Question Books.  Travels. Bize, 118x80 inches. Cloth,
By Dr. J. H. Vincent. Part I. for Senior Price $12.50,

Classes. Part 1I. for Intermediate Classes, it

Part IIL for Beginner's Classes. Price of 20. lMa'p of\..Egypv_t’ _Sll’lal, ,‘a’nd
each 20 cents, or 17 cents each by the dozen. Fa ecs’téble Size, T1x51 inches. Cloth.
8.—Peloubet’s Select Notes. B .

8vo, cloth. Price $1.25. 21.—Atlag pf Scripture Geo-
9.—Peloubet’'s Question Books.| &raphy. oontaing 16 mups with
In Three Grades, Price 20 cents each, or 17 | Juestions. Price 30 cents.

cents by the dozen. 22.—Case’s Bible Atlas. $1.00

The Pictorial Family Bible

Is acknowledged by ministers, Bibls students, the best judges, the ablest critics, and the most
successful canvassers, to be superior in the following important features to any Bible published : —
Beautiful white paper—stronger and more durably bound in handsome and attractive styles—
more profusely illustrated with magnificently exceuted engravings and embellishments—
excellence in manufacture at lowest prices—more recent and instructive features and Bil
more maps, more illustrations, tables, aids, anc

thorough
le aids—

helps than any other

AGENTS should bear in mind that the aboy
satisfaction to their subscribers.

Contains 2,000 Illustrations, also Old and Revised Versions of the New Testament,
AGENTS WANTED. Send for circulars,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 and 80 King St. East, Toronto;
Or, C. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.; 8. F, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.
B

1ble,

e-named points insure quick sales, and give entire




