]

' yor. v. . /
<

SN S Y Gt

D"Mtoﬂninwt! of the Mizsicn Sircles lndBtmh of the WM s Nisslonary Bod.ty,lotﬁodm Ghnxch. Gludt.

APRIL, 1808. ' No. 4

/ EASTER.

« It 'was an Easter morn, Falr tose &he sun,
- And waked the world to beauty and'to Hight;
But. ul knelt beslde wy grave, within
My lmngry longing soul it stm was night

* «Wherelamy Lord? Where is. my Christ ?*'1 moaned,
" When ‘suddenly there fell upon my ear
A fuint sweet sound, liXe t angel tones,
" Which every moment seemed to draw more ncar.

v um,echudmn, chanting loud their Easter hymu!

. .Oufrang tie clear, glad sound, ‘He is not here!”
"Once and again, and yet again it came,
" *He ls not here! Our Christ, he‘ls not here b

u 'Not herel Then X can never find my Lo:d
- Where have they Jaid-him? Master, help, I pra.y r
The answer came; my grave seemed-open wide, :
As tl;ough an angel rollod a stone away.

+And, Tooking in, T saw no light, no life,

. . It'wasadark, a cold, a dreary prison—

‘Then Tose again these childish volces sweet, .
" ‘He iz not hexe, not here: he is arlaen »

“And lifiing up my eyes I saw once more
‘The Suan, the Day-star fair, the world's pufe Light,
Bilpding theso foar-dimmed eyes, so used o sco
*  Nought but'the tomb's dark loncliness and night.

uqmbon], Master?’ penitent, I eried,

sForgivel’ And still the silvery voices BADE,;
'Buﬁ £0 your way, and my disciples tell.’
Asd T—while yet upon thio alx it rang -

\ . 830!»;«! my Muun ‘order, 3nd went back,

lis poorto tecd, to clotho ; to show tho way
. Td wandering ones, hls littlc lnmbe to lcad,
Vm 80 X found my Lordmt Easter day.”

PEKILS OF MISSIONARY LIFE IN
NORTHEASTERN INDIA.

thrilling story to tell you of our good Dr Louisa
Hart.

Late one afternoon a native jutka was driven up to

our door, and a call for Dr, Hart to como at once, as a

poor woman had fallen on a sharp stone and had injured

' MISSV KITTY SCUDDER writes: I have quite a

Jerself seriously, and they fearéd fatally, unless help was

soon rendered. As Sholuopu is fifteen miles awdy, and
there was no time ta send out and get post ponies, Dr.
‘Hart got into the jutka that had been sent for her, with
one of our Christian womef as a companion for the night,
as it was then 5.30 p. 1, and she could not return till
the next day. ~

Jutkas are two-wheeled carts with a bamboo top ~
covered with coarse matting. My brother saw to a mat-
tress being put in, ropes woven across thé centre for a
back, and a rubber carriage apron tied across the cnd to
keep out thé rain. The driver hnd the Brabmin who
had come to call Dr. Hart sat in fronf, back to back to
our good lady and her attendant, while a carriage lamp

~ was added to light up the way.

Dr, Hart expected to reach Sholyopu about 8 or 8.30
p. m., and find comfortable’ quarters in the bungalow of
the Scotch Mission. But when some few miles from the
town, they met the tappel or mail carrier who showed
wounds he had received from wayside thieves, or dacoits .
as we call them here. ansnlution was held, but Dr.
Hart urged ‘the driver to go on, saying that the poor
woman wits suffering and she must try to get to her. So
on thcy yrent, but took the prccnuuon to obtain two

. . - .
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‘ watchmcn from the vil {o run ahead Qf the jutka, dne
carrying the lightéd faxdp..

‘Soon thére were blos\é utter darkness, and in the
pounng rain Drt Hart saw her rubber apron torn off the
rear of the iutka, a hand felt her sll overand ordered her
'out, She began speaking j& Tamil, ¢hert blows frém a

e lqather strap were directed toward he¥, byt fortun-
téy most of them fell on her mattress and s}/e wa3 not
burt. ‘ 4

The brave watchmen had tun away, ﬂ)rigmg aside thc
carriage lamp in thelr fright, but the dri¢er and Brahmin
~ attendant showed ‘true gnllantry in remaining and de-
fending Dr. Hart: © They told the thieves to take their

things but leave’ that lady- alone, 3s she was going only'

on an errand of mercy,  Their importunities not only
prevailed, but called forth the latent chivalry of these two
«robbers, for they returned the umbrella to Dr. Hart, which
was the only thing of hers they had thus far taken.
.
.talking Tamil and scolded them roundly in English. 1
suppose that sound echoed the power of Brittania's rule,
and soon they departed, after stripping the driver of his
turban and the .Brabmin of his jewels, turban and top
cloth, ’ P .
Dr. Hart says shc was not fnghtened all the time,
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At our Clsristjan woman’s suggestion, she stopped °

only angry ‘At the assault. Bravery was given her surely as

- needed. She even laughs as- she relates one ludicrous

feature of the affair, and that  jeas, the Brahmin’s begging

to be allowed to keep his«coat in order to be presentable
before the Doctor Dorasoni (lady), and the highwaymen
_ granting his petmon .
The-sdquel was not tragic,
ashall, ‘migt. the thieves of course, passed the night in
a small native hut, Dy, Hart sitting or lying alterhately
on her mattress on the floor, but not closing her eyes in
sleep, her attendants positivély refusing to go on, despite
her urging, as more thmves)were reported ahead. At
dawn, however, they were on the move again, and need-
ed help was given the sufferer. A carriage was sent out
in the early morning from here, and we expected Dr.
Hart to return in it to breakfast, and were beginning to
be troubled when she drove in about 1.30 with her
" gmaring tale, and a terrible cold she had caught from
exposure to rain arid remaining in wet clothes. .
' She is better of that now, but still coughs, and I can
see she has had a nervous strain, asnoisesat night startke

gut most uncomfortable, -

her., The lamp was found on the road next day, Ite
paired my carriage apron oh the machine, and no serious -

, damage has beéen done. The police are supposed to be
on the track, but I think their only tail is to occasion-
ally interview D Hart.  We are thankful indeed that
though *“dacojted ” she escaped unhurt and with no-loss,

] —-—M';:lon Gleaner, :

s, ‘/
/.

’

Dr Harttisa )oungcx; sister of our own Miss erzlc
Ifart in Japan and Mrs. Spencet, (Miss Sadie Hart), so
well-known that all our readers will be interested in this
pcril_ious idventure and. truly 'lha'nkful for her escape.

. ——-—-—-«0—-——-——-—— -
CROWHS X‘OR KIB(}‘JE&JS.
Ex:gncm: For’ Sxx. N

-

. Caibe with the crown of Purlty : .
é' To lay at Jesus’ feet, .
he {*Lily of the Valley,” He .
Shall filf wih fragrance swoet
The Yeart surrendered ta His love,
And make it fair for vealms above.

Come mth the precious crovm of Love,~
The noblest, trucst, best |
To deck, His bruw. who lives abovo |
‘mansions blest N
For thoce t follow, day by day,
His blessed footprints in the way,

Como with the con uering crown of Power ;
““4ll power to Him is given;” -

Dark though the clouds of ain may lower,
Our King still s in Heaven ;

The nations yet shall know His voice,
And earth redecmed, in Him rejoice.

Come with the crown of Wisdom, too,
Our King to magnify ;
His are the words, so0 atrong and tiue
‘That never fail nor dio;
Like these who followed hethlehom s Star
We'll spread His matchldss name afar.

‘Come with tho golden crows of Wealth
To deck Immanuel’s brow

For He whoris our *“saving healbb.”
Shall bless our substance now.

The riches of the worla shall be
Used for His Kingdom, grand alrd froe.

Come with thug:tklmg crown of Joy,
. Joy in redeem
. And grateful, )hppy songn employ,
~-As we His mercies traco ;
Rojotes, rejoxce in londest st.rain
Re;oxcc,'for Jesus'hvcs agoin

L3

'rom Easter Crowlw

e _...;...pq.“_.

JTwenty-five years ago no 9ne tuspecgted:of carrying a
Bible was allowed to go into the City of Rome.” He ..
wustleave it with an officer who would return- it to the
traveller when he came back. Now the Methodists are
printing Bibles and TFestaments and tracts by the thous-
and in this same Cxty of Rome. .

.
»

AChm&se‘provetb shys, “There would be no rich
people if they were mpab]e of feeling what a plu.sure it
was to give” .~

. ——

When Stnnley made his tour of antral Afriea, tons
of . Bibles were among his supphes. . Hé says, “Let
Christians send Ribles along with -railroad Jines Into the
interior. Wheyever they go the people grow better,”
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“Brenk thou thebread of hfe . -
Dear Lord to me,
As thou didst break tito loaves
. ide the sea,
Bayond the sacred page
seck thee, Lord,
My spirit pants for theo, .
0 liviig Word. 2

Blesa‘hou the trnth dear Lord,
. To me,
. As thou dzdst bless the bread

ﬂB y Galilee.

TRen shall all bondoge cease,
All fetters fall,
Aund 1 shall find my peace,
My Allin ALY

v .
FIELD STUDY FOR APRIL.

HY is it nccessary for us to do Mjssion Work among
those who spieak the French language s our Dom-
inion? Because we believe- them to be in error

and superstition. Becpuse the Bible is withheld from
them by their Priests;lnd when they do have it, it is not
the pure gospel like”ours They are taught to pray to
and worship the Virgin Mary and to believe that she is
the “One Mediator between God and man.” “In one
of the Pope’s letters to his clergy; in 1882, he exhorts his
people to look to her who is the ‘entire ground -of their
hope’” We believe that she was a truly good woman
and a “blessed ” one, as the angel said, 1 being chosen

- as the mother of our Lord, but she was not divine—she

sime is my brother and sister and mother.”

did not cliim it, nor did Christ claim it for her. He
said to one who invoked blessings upon her, * Yea, Tather
blessed are they who have the Word of God and keep it.”
He also said, * Vhosoever shall do the will of God the

‘'hey believe that the Pope ¢an dé no wrong, “The
Pope is of such dignity and importance he is not simply
man buit, as it were, God and the voice of God.” God
says, ¢ My glory I will‘not give unto another.” \l

They believe in. shutting up the young men and
women of their Church in monasteries and gonvents, in-
stead of letting them go oot and do good work in the
world where it isso much needed. They=believe in con-
fessing to men instead of to God alone. ‘They believe
ina state of probation after death, and torture from which

. they cn only escape by friends on carth pa)'m" well for

masses said for their souls, .
-All these errors and many others we profest against
and so we are called Protestants. |
‘We believe that Mission Work must begin wnjl the
children. - The stronghold of Romanism in Canada is in
the Province-of Quebec. There is in that province a
pulnuon of 1,359‘,000, of whom }88 ,000 only are Prot-

-

est,an‘ts., On the 218t October, 1888, the cornerstone pf

a’ Boys’ tind Girls’ French Institute was laid }n the city of .

Montreal, capable'of accommodating one Hupdred pupils.
This building was erected at a-cost of $50,000 for sitc,
building and eqmpmcnt ““The Woman’s Missionary
Society hassho“u its Hearty co-operation by the contri-
bution of interest on $10,000. of cost of bmldmg, 9(,000
for finishing .and” their share of the runnm" expenses.”
That this Institute has had a marked success has been
shown by the reports each year. Last year one hundred
and thirty-five applications for admission came during the -
term, fully one-third of which came from Roman Catho-
lics. Of this number seventy-four entered, but-there were
several removals, owing to interference. T he most en-
couraging work during the scssxon was the increased at-
tendance of Roman Catholics, fany of whom prl)vcd
mtell:gent pupils. Several of them showed a strong in?
terest in"the Bibleslessons and religious e\ermsr.?s, and
ere the close of the school had publicly professed con!
version ;o..PiQ}cstanusm The outlook for this year is
very promising, a large attendance of a more intelligent
class of pupils than we usually have. Mrs. R. Ross is
the efficient superintendent of the household. -

There is also a Mission, School both at the Last and
West End of Montrcal, where the toil of the fajthful
teachers has been rewarded with ‘much success. Bible
readings, district visiting, mothers’ meetinys, and much
more good work ~hap been' carried on.

——

" QUESTIONS FOR "APRIL. -

Why 'is it vecessary for us to do Mission Work among !ho
French Cunadians ¢ R
- Have they the Bible?

Who is an object of their prayers anl worship?
What do they beliove abont her? .
What do we believe about her?»

What werg the words of Christ in relation to this?
What do they thiok of the Pope ?

What do they do with many of the young men and women
their Church? .

What.about Confession and Purgutory’

Why aro we called Protestants? .
Where do we beliove Mission Work must begin ?
What is the sbronghold of Romoanism in Canada?
What is its ?opulatxon ! How many Protestants?
Will yon tell what you know of the French Iostiti ty?
What share had our soexet; in ity

Has it beon successful *

What was its success lut year?

What encourngement to goen? -~

Wihat is the outlook this year?

\Who has charge of the household 1,

What other Mission Schools in Montreal ¥

\Whay good work Tias been done in them ?

-~

[
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®  **Havolove.
. But man na inan thy brother eall;
%« Andacatter like tho cu-cling ;n
* 'Fhy charitieson a

By this shalla}l mén know that yo are My disciples, if se
have love one to nnpt»[wr ~Johpn 13: 35 _

Not love alone for ona,

)
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HIS is our beautiful Easter month { when all nature
wakes up from its long wintér sleep and rejoices in
the balmy breeze and glowing sunshine which takes
the place of wintry wind and lowering cloud.

The crocus and the trailing arbutus shake themselves
free from the fetters’ that 56 long have bomid them

~ down beneath the surface of the earth, and raise their
pretty heads in the proud consciousness of new life and
beauty. The beaver and the mole leave- their sheltering
homes for the bmlng places of the spring, /and the glad
earth gets ready for "the song of buds. ‘

Why should not dormant souds awake, shake off tbexr
chrysalis of cloth and inaction and rise up to all their
glorious privilege of strength and development { Souls—
which can take in, as nature never can, the glorious mean-
ing of the word Resurrection and the immortality involved,
“ Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first
fruits of them that slept." : e

«Qh, Mis’ Burton, 1 can't ut it inter words how I’

* felt when I see Jacob (the mterpxllar) come out o’ his

very grave an’ spread lns wings an” fly round my rToom,

nor how I cried fight out loud as I see it, * Why not my

" oy too! O, Lord you can do that jest nseasy as this ' ”
— Aunt Rahdy =

The Enster Offering this year goes to build the “Jenme <4
Ford. Home ™ “Jor the little worse than orphans of China * -

—the little waifs cast out to die. Let us pive to this
noble work thh gpteful lovmg hearls. :

~ Our tbought and pra;e‘r this month arc to be for our
own Dominion—that God will bless French: «Canadian
Mi Ons, and ‘break the power that prevails in papal

’ eoxf trics. Am we Patnots ? Do we love our coxmtry—?
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. ' many in our own Dominion. .
All Band roports and notes must bo scat tbrough tlie Branch

'Do we want to see the world free from.the yoke of, suyér-

;stition and tyrantiy ?© God does notrequire human saéri- :

fices like the gods of ancient Romes He asks us to live .
for our couritry, not to die: for it ; to guard well its.sacred *
interests and (o work for ntgh;ghe‘st welfare,.  He asksus
to tell.-to a lost world the story of the one great ‘sacrifice
made to redeem it. "This knowledge is \mhheld from

It is interestiug 1o us as- a WV, M. S. that the first
whose heart was touched in reference to.the gducatlon
of French-Canadian children was a woman, the saintly
Madame Feller, wvho came to'Canada from SwitZerland
in 1835. Madame Feller began her work in Montreal
by teachiug the alphabet, to a few-children and reading
the gospel to all who ‘would hear, visiting from houze to
‘house. This lasted only a few months, when, by the
.command of those in autharity, all doors were closed
against her. Driven from the city, she £ent to Grand
Ligne, some distance from Montreal, Where began the
great mission of that name, under the, care of the Baptist -
Church, This Mission has Been the means of bringing
thousands to Christ. ‘An English Protestant oncé said
to Madnme Feller, “ You will never comérta French- )
‘Canadian in yaur life” ‘}‘ fully acknowledge my incap-
acity in this respect,” replied Madame Feller, *but God
-who has sent me here will do it by the power of his Word
and Spirit, and you will see it some day "—OQur.French
Work.

 Weare very thankful to Miss I’reston and Miss Cun-
ningham for remembering us so kmdly Too bad that
their interesting communications were just a little too late
for the Japan number.” We give Miss Cunninghim’s
now and wilt hold sts 'Preston s over for next month, *

’

~ We are asked to give a“serial story} \Vho will -volun-
‘teer to write it ?

~

"\We wete much pleased to recewc the hnndsome cat-
alogue of the College for Ladies, \thtby. Ontatio. Tt
was a very pleasant reminder of our delightful entertain-
ment there last October. It is beauutully gotten up§ .
with fine illustrations. .. .

-An Examp!e from Ceyfon. '“ \
We send missionaties to x:onvertﬂhe heathen ; but

. after theyare converted, thiey. scnd exampleé tous. Here

is an instance: :
" Every tenth cocoanut trée in Chl;l!ﬁ:lmibﬁ_ Ce)lon is .
raarked with w sign whlchpslxqws :lgm its froitis'to e
_given totheLord, “From-every day's atp many & Céy-
lonese moﬁhermkanizandfulofﬂcefor t c"“Lord s box.”

~
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"o 7 Gitls! Behool,

. And every thought Inspired by Thee, .
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o HE .13 RISEN{
Chrlst lss rigen! Lot the uéings \

Be shouted over all the eartli; )
Angels now should tell this.story . '
As they once proclalmed Hlis birth.

. Helsrisen! With what rapture

" *The nows should como to us today—
Jesus has couquergfl death, and reigueth—

" Gladly wé owryHis Kingly sway. (

We fully yield our hearts’ obedience,
We bring our offerlngs to His throne,
Joyful that Heé accepts our praises
And clatms us wholly for His.own. .

Jesus, our Master, King and Saviours
Our risen Lord, help us'to be

In every thought and word and'action, .

. True, Hiving witnesses for Theo.

' ’ L%t*évery word for Thee be spoken, A

And every deed, though small and bumble,
Be consecrated, Loyd, to Thee. -

N. 8. ‘ ~—Msroia B. BRAaxE.

’
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FOREIGN. CORRESPONDENCE.

Miss CUNNINGHAM writes: .
The enclosed letter is from ane of ourgirls who will

graduate“:n%vEglish'next month, She graduated iy Jap-

p—

dnesé a yegr'ago, and since then has-been comimg g her
studies ii/English, and also*doing some teaching in the
school. She is one of the brightest girls we have ever
had in the school, is a little over seventeen years of age,
is a Christiangirl, and one of our Sunday-school teachers.
‘I'nank you vefy much for the Parm Braxgs, which’
reaches us regularly, I want to write a letter for it, but
it seems harder than. ever this year 10 get extra letters
* written, The work increases so 4s the yeags go on.

. Do you know that Miss Alcorn is with me this year?
She is getting into the work $plendidly, is rapidly making
2 place for herself, both in school and church, arid is just
" the one needed for this work. Sheis making good pro-
‘gress too in the language.' ﬂﬁexperien(:e gained at_
Sackyille makes her invaluable ¥ oan associate in the
‘school work here. L T
" Paying for our_Father’s blessing upon your work-:—

P

s

Shizuoka Girts' Scﬁodx., ' L
. _Jaray,’ Feb. rith, 1898
My. DEsr Miss Smirg:— LI '

. ‘T'his is the eleventh day of. Eebruary, and it must be
- _very cold in yourcountry} but X :believ?)you are working

* carnest’y for God under Hisgreat carel. ‘We, the mem- . .. . . .= .
‘ . . We thank our friend Mari for her kind, interesting

* “Bers of the Kings Daughters’ Society in the Shizuoka
6 not know much dbout your work, or

. about the “Palin’ Branch,” and of course we knbw nothi- -

" some of-them are

- about his wark, and are hoping that. he will always be a

.- perhaps I shall be able to tell you more about our \m(k:

.~ Al . .
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ing of the little boy named Herbie Bellamy who, under
such great”difficulties, worked for Jesus. - But, when we
had ouir meeting on the second Thursday of January, our
secretary, Miss Hayama; told us about him and his work,
as the president was not at the meeting because she had
left the school just at the beginning of January. Miss
Hayama alsa sm'd that it. would be very. nice if one of us
wonld write a letter to him.. -All the girls agreed with .
what she said,and so I am the one that:was chosen by
them to write.the letter. - I thought I would write to him
directly, but as Ndo not know his address, I would like
to write to you, thinking he may have a.chance to hear
from you. The reasonn we wish to write a letger js, be-
cause he is working and earning money 'to help Kanazawa

e

- Orphanage which we are also helping, and we are very
-glad to know that our little friend across the sea, is work.  *

ing for the same purpose. I would like to tell you about
our King’s Daughters’ Society. It was coustituted in
1891. The members are about twenty five in all, but

t in the school now. We had a
president, a ‘secrewty“,%g a working committee consisting
of two members, and we met once a month on every
second* Thursday. It is the custom to vote for the,
officers at the first meeting in the year, and so our officers
have changed lately. Miss-Ito, who was president last
year, left the school as I ‘told you before, and went to
Corea, and the new president is Miss Takeuchi, our sew-
ing teacher., The secretar;\i; Miss Nakano, whq is the -
matron now, and two of the girls, Take Sazuki and T'sune
Koyama, form the work committee. We raise money for
our, Kings Daufhters’ Society by knitting stockings,
woolen shirts, caps, babies’ stockings, or sewing dresses,
and so on. .Besides the Kanazawa Orphanage, we are
sending money to an orphanage in Tokyo, and some-
times we send money to an orphanage in Gifu—Gifu is
the place where there was a dreadful earthquake five or
six years ago.. At that time many people were killed, and _
many children-became orphans, so some kind people es-
tablished an-Orphanage there. We are hoping that we
will be able to help those who. are poor as much as we
can, and hoping dlso that, if we have a chance, we will
be abletd comfort the people who are in sarrow, and let
them know about Jesus Christ,

Herbie’s work for Christ makes ys think that we must
work more, for wg are given perfect handsand fest. Wil
you please tell hiin that we very much enjoyed hearing

happy.child working for Christ. I hope God will bless
you and him:in givirig you good health and allowing you

. to wotk so pleasantly for Him. I shall close this letter

now, and it I have opportunity to write to' you again, /
or about our school.” Good bye. X
- Yours sincerely,
4 - Mart Kosvai.

Tefiér and shall bg delighted to hear from: her again.
Hetbie, 100, will be glad to be so kindly remembered. -
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— to teach,a great truth.

Addreas—Cousix Jov, 282 Princess Street, St. John, N. B,

~—

#DEAR CousiNs :—You remember that when Jesus
was here on the earth Iie taught wuch in parable. A
" parablé is a story which, true or not in itself, may be made
: Even a fairy tale may be a par-
able. The people in the East loved to hear stories. To
this day a great crowd collects round a story-teller in the
streets.
to tell thém many wondetful truths.

We give you a beautiful little parable this month
about the Coral workers. 1t is not a fairy tale, for itis a
fact that there are just such little workers in the sea,
building whole islands by their united ¢fforts. They are
insects so small and with so little life as scarcely to be dis-
tinguished from plants when all together—indeed for a
long time it was thought that it was only vegetable lifg.

Do you sece the great truth taught by the parable?
Is it not that no one of you is too young, too small to
help in the woik of the Lord ? - Your-individual part may
be a very little one, yet if you do it faithfully and well,
you will come to see, by and by, that it has had its share

in Luilding up the kmgdom of our Lord and Saviour_

Jesus Christ. - . s

Dear Con.s‘w Jox - I‘hus is tlxc first letter I have
written toyou. I am 11-years of age now. I goto
Happy Workers Mission Band. We take the Pam
Brancs, and think it is a nice paper. I am writing to
thank you %a r the kmd letter you put in the PaLs Braxcu
about our ‘Band in the February number. We are now

working to support a little Chincse girl in the Jenny Ford "

tlome at Chentu.
1 am your cousin,
Summerside, P. E. 1. FLora McLrax.

\Ve were much pleased to roceive your letter Cousin

Flora, for we remember you well.  Glad too that you are -

working i in s0 good a cause.

DEar Cousiy Jov:---Mother :md 1 got the l’.n.u
BraxcH this afternoon, and after Sunday Sghool we hagd
time to do the fint two. puzzles in the FePruary copy of
the Parm Brancu. T used to go to tho' Brunswick St.
Mission Band but we moved and T am fot near enough

" is our leader.

So Jesus took advantage of their love of storics -.

THE PALM BRANCH . . '

to go to it now, but I go to the Robie Street Jumor
League and w¢ have somé very nice meetings. One time
we gave a Picnic to some poor boys and girls, and one
of the girls we asked could not come because she had no
boots, so we got a pair for lier and she came and enjoy-
ed our picnic  The answer to the questions of February
are, (1) Dayspring, (2) Loyal Workers' Missiun Band.
I must now say good bye. *

ours smcerely
Halifax, N. S. * . RaLPH P. BELL.

Glad to hear from you Cousin Ralph, you are an old

.acquamtance

Cousin Pansy has sent us correct answers to two Feb,
Puzzles and also one of her own.:

DEeAr CousiN Jov:—I am going to write to you for
the first time. e have a,Mission Fand called the Will-
ing Workers, we meet once every month, we have a good
number of members and have nice meetings. Miss White
-We take the PALM Branch and enjoy
reading it-very much. My brother and I belong to it.
This is all T will write for thf\lme

From your loving cousin,

Melgund, Manitoba. , BessiE.

.
. Dear CousiN Joy®—Although I am a boy I ama !
I take the PaLn .

member of the Maggie Smith Band.
Braxch and like it fine, " especially the puzzles. We’
meet fgrtnightly in summer and once a month in winter,
and boys as well as girls are yery much interested. [
think I have the answers to the January puzzles : 1st—
Mayflower; 2znd—New Year’s Day; srd—Remember the
Sabbath Day. I aisg have a puzzle which I will enclose
if you thmk it worth publishing.
Lovingly yours,
N'Ss. W. Murray GREENE.

PUZZLED8 FOR APRIL.

I am composed of 19 lettcrs.
1, 5, 8, is s small animal. .
8, 10. 18, 13, isused in & barn. s
0. 14, 11, 13, is a female.
2, 8, 8; is what wo all do. -
4, 17 19, is 2,000 1bs.
7,9, s conjunction.-
10, 7, 19, is & place to keep tlnugo.
lz. is a,connonant.-
My whole is the name of o married mlmomry J

West Cspe. Roy D. Srawarr.”

Lam composed of 12 letters.

My 3, 11, is tho name of o parent, -

My 4, 9, 10, is not a part. N
My 12,8,9, 7,isa no\\ruhmg Tiquid. ' o
My 6,2.8 9 10, is an'exercise, -

My 1, 2 5, 3 is a musical instrament,.

My wholo ia tho nume of & helovell missiqnary.

N. 8.

Tam com of 12 letters.,

My 7, 4 11, 6, isalight.y .

My 10, 8, 9 18 & color, ,

My 12, 5, 2 3. 4, uliquul

My-1, is-» vowel, - e T

My whole n o Christian fcstwal.
P.EL

Murray.

E ‘RoY T. LOWTRER,

3
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. THE CORAL . WORKERS.
A Ml;)s!ohafry Parable for the Little Onca.

A A

N the Pacific Ocean there were long ago many empty
spaces’without-any land: The ocean was blue and
beautiful, but there was no eye to see it.  The sun

shone brightly, but no flowers or treeg could grow be-

qeath its rays. The sceds that fell from other countries .

«into the water, floated by, but there was'no soil where
they could stop fo rest. The Master saw thatfif there
was only some islands there might be lo omes for
men and animals, - .

“My little builders can do this,” said He

So He called for the coral insects, and told them to
build three islands in one placg, five in another, seven in
another, and so on. The little workers were so taken by
surprise thet they popped their heads out of their win-
dows and lpoked at each other in astonishment. .

. “3Ve!” they exclaimed. “We are not bigger than
pin heads. e never could build one island, to say
nothing of a whole oceanful.” .

: “If the whales would only try it! A whale’s work
,would amount to something,” said the Astra,

“But the whales have their own work'to do,” said
the Master Builder; “and if they come down here to
ma.ke islands, who will keep the North Pacific free from

ei-weeds? Ido not ask one of you alonc to build an
xsiand Think how many of you there are.”

* But we do not know how to shape the islands ; they
will all be wrang ! ” cried the Madrepora.

“1 will take care of that,” said the Master, *only see
that each one builds one little coll.”

"So the corals divided the work amoug themselves

- * Some,begdn to build the middle and some the outer edge.
Very busilyand patiently they wrought. The islands
grew higher and higher, until they came-up to the top of

theawater. Then the waves and wind did their part by

brmgmg sand and,weeds and leavesdo make soil. Tha

nuts and seeds tfiat had fallen into the water, and were '

so tired by bobbmg up and down all the way from India
and South Amenca, found a nice bed to sleep in for a
few days. When they got rested they got up and grew
into thorn trees-and bushes and cocoa trees.  Long vines
began to treep across the sand, and sweet flowers blos-

" somed ; men and animals came to live -there, and little’

children: ran about and pliyed beside the ocean. . The
islands wete called the Friendly Isladds, the Caroline
Isfands, and so on.
% \Vho would 'have believed we could have done jt!”
“$aid the little oorals, as.they saw the resultof their efforts.
“The whales could have done no better! And to think

that it was all done by our making one g\e}‘l apiece "

~1

They felt so proud bf their islands that fiey put a lovély
fringe of red and white and pink coral around the cdge.

 —Leaflet of the American Presbyterian W. . M, S.
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EASTER MORNING.

- » Recltation, —

O happy Euaster morning !
To hail thy dawning rays, -~
.- Weéjoin with all the ransomed
In songs of grateful praise. N
The wuary night is onded;
The heavy shadow fled,
Sinco Christ the Lord asconded
In trmmph from.tho dead!

-

O holy Easter morning !
Thy glory shines witliin,
And calls our souls to hasterr
Eternal joys ta win,

Siuce we with Christ are risen,
We triumph in his '
And press to that dear country
Where we shall sce hm face. -

.9

-

.0 blessed Easter morning ! -
No more in ho&wleu wo ",
We see our loved departing,
Aud kpow not where they go.
The light of Christ’s awakening
On every tomb is shed,
And bids us seck our livin
No more ‘among the dead.

O lorious Easter -mornin m?
dawn of Christ’s gl rmgn !
Spread-wide thy blessed radiance,
Shine on qer sea and pldin.
The nations wait thy fullness,
Thé prisouer longs to see

Tho Christ of God anointed ~ s
To set the captive free.
) sy Hu\'nw-ro\ MiLLer.
P A

DOING FRRANDS ‘!‘OR JESUS.

c -

“'Mamma,” said a httlc five-year-old bO), “I wish
7/ Jesus lived on earth now.”
. *\Why, my darling?”

. % Because I should have liked so much to have done-
_ something for him.”

“ Bat ‘what could such a little bit of a fellow as yop
have done for the Saviour? ” ‘ -

The child hesitated for a few moments, then looked
up into his mother’s face and said, “Why, mother, I
could havc run all his errands for him.” . .

*So you could my child, and ‘se youw shall. Here
are some things I was going to:send to poor old sick
Margaret by the servant, but I will let you take them in-
stéad, and do an errand for the Saviowr; for when upon
earth he said, ¢ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these, + , . ye have done it unto me.””

»

.

«
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LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

s T

TORONTO CONFERENCE BRANCH.

The ‘Toronto Conference Branch please notice {

A Ranncr will be given to the Mission Band having
the largest increase in membership during the year !

We have only 1o Circdes and 13 Bands this year,

~

"THE PALM BRANCH.

" our regular meetings we sew ona quilt we are’ making for

Many-of our Bands and Circles have united with Ep- .

worth l.eagues Some of these Leagues still contribute
for Missions through the \W. M. S ‘The Sunbeam Mis-
sion Circle, Patkdale, writes: Interest increasing. At
tendance larger than last year. China Qur cguntry for
study.

.The Buds of Promise Mission Band, Newmarkst,
writes © We sent four quil;s this year to the Norway House
for the Indians, and wc are still making blocks. We
have decided to take PALM BRANCH.

—

N . - e

) he Busy Bee Mission Band had an entertainment
in the Flesherton Methodist Church on Thanksgiving
evening. Our collection amounted to $5.00. We have
thirteen subscribers. to the PALM BRANCH, and find it a
bright, useful little paper. We have a membership of
40, and we generally have an addition of one or two
names to our roll each meii:g. Some of the smaller
children are taking Mite Box®s, -

. — 4
The Sunbeams’ Band, Brampton, sent a box of toys
and useful things to the Indian School at Brandon.
‘l‘hg Cheerful Givers’ Band, Uxbridge, writes. We
_ are taking 20 numbers of PaxM BrancH., N

» '-—-‘—-—-—ﬂr-—-———
LONDON BRANCH.

-, —
i Mrs. (};‘:r:;'arq, hCor. Sec wri:les ;&—The %skin Street
Mission (Circle wishes to report that during the past year
it hadw membership of 79, including wg life é’:mgcrs.

We were pléased to hand $71.55 to the Treasurer at
the closeof the year. . .

. "This term we have a Scrap Bag into which the mem-
hers are asked to put anything they think would be use
ful to the Supply Committed. This we have only just
commenced so cannot say anything about its success.

. We alen hope in the near future to have a Junior
Missidn Circle, then doubtless we shall require more
Parar Bravewes. Tn the meantime kindly send us fifty
same as last year  we all enjoy reading this little paper
very much and wish-it every success, -

e S —

NOVA 3COTIA BRANCH.

CXwso  The sceretary of “Cunningham™ Ban
writee - “We have twenty five annual members, and meet
ohee a fartnight  We have a Mite Box in our own Band,
and eath one tries tn earn something during the fortaight
to putin at the neat meeting.  On the Tuesday between

-

.
. . .

. ,

I < . M . <

>

before."

Miss Cunninghaim, for whom our Band is named.

Aumurest.—The “ Rays of Light” Band reports an
average attendance.of sixteen, with’a membership of
twenty-five. ‘They meet foRnightly in the Church par-
lour.  Although the programme is-generally prepared-by.
the president, yet two meetings lately have been left to
the members, one to the bays, the other to the girls, and
very good programmes they had. A successful apron
and fancy ‘sile was held in December, netting $38.00.:
‘Pen copies of PaLm Branch aretaken. “Thereis much -
better attendance and ‘more interest in the work than-
last year. . : .

AvonpAte—The “King's Own” Band reports an
average attendance of ten. Two more copies of Paum
BRANCH are taken this year. For the last fey meetings
they have been learning the names of the different mis-
sionaries, and in what part of the world they are stationed.
. The *Rays of Sunlight” Band, Port Maitland, have
had five new members this quarter, and * Picquet Guard”
Band, South Farmington, six. . . \ e

- Marcia'C, BRAINg,

124 Tower Road. . Mission Band Secretary.

No B. M P. :- lo. BRANC”.

Miss Ella Burpee, Cor. Sec. writss:—On Deg, 6th,
1897, the Ella Dobson Mission Band, Woodstock; N. B.,
held a Japanese Festival and Sale, in the basement of .
the church. An admission fee of ten cents was charged.

Three members of the Band, dressed. as Japanes

ladies, served refreshments from small tables in .the class

room which was prettily decorated with fcrns, screens,
lanterns, etc. With refréshments for which twenty-five
cents was charged, a diint§ cup ahd-saucer-was:given as
a souvenier. In the larger Tooms were two tables well
filled with home-made candy and another with fancy -
articles for sale—all fou,ﬂd‘xcéd?' purchasers, .

The sum of $33.60 was realized and a véry pléasaiit
evening spent by all present, , "

Our President Mxs, (Rev) Dr, Chapman, as ever, was

indefatigable in her efforts to make everything successful,

Saékvu,:t;z, N. B.;:Om-ﬁisijén Bans_ihas met with ’

a great sorrow in the death of Miss Leita Fairley. She
was one of out life members, and although not able to at-
tend our meetings regularly was always interested in out
missionaries and what they were doing for the calise-of

Christ. We shall miss her_bright, cheery face, but x¢.
ha&pnly "Bone e

koow that she loved Jesus and that she

A MissioyCirclecalled the wm‘eiﬁixfé:né&* Hay
becy orgay:

been enrolled: ~ Miss Young is President, and. Master. -

ohn Smiley, Cotresponding Secretary, . Great interest is.
{nanifwéd{x‘pon the past of the mem%ers. Miss Veazey.

was present at onc of their meetings and told them of the

work being dune Ly vut missivnarics amung thcboys’ and o

LN

gitls.of Japan. . | T

~ .

- B

ized at. Milltown, N. B, Forty names.have -/




