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Letters of a Pioneer

Edited by Arthur W. Wright

The following letters were written by Alexander Dingwall For-
dyce after his arrival in Canada in 1835. They are interesting and
valuable, not nnlv as casting light on details of the settlement of the
Township of Nicho!, Wellington County, Ontario, but alss as showing
the actual e mdm<n~. of pioncer hife in Upper Canada at that timeo,

from the point of view of an actual settler. of good education and re-
fined tastes

The letters are w

ritten on thin foreign letter paper, and the writ-

ing is often crossed. The writing is very neat.  Tha utensil used was

a quill pen of the kind Lln' Mr. Fordyee continued to use all his hfe.
The letters are in possession of his nu;nx w, Mr. Alexander Cadenbead,

" ‘onto, who kiudly permits their publication n ordar that they may
: p;.-~w|\.:] on account of their historieal value.

Alexander Dingwall Fordyce bore the same nawe in full as his
father, and was born in London, Iingland. He attended the elementary
school of Giibert Falconer in Aberdeen, then the Grammar School
and Marischall College in the same city.

When still gqunite a young
man be emigrated to Canada in 1835, seitling in Nichol Township,
some four wmiles from Fergus in what was kaown as the Fergus
Seftlement, adjoining the Bon Aceord Settlement. After
removed to Feragn

a time ho
where he lived for many years. {n 1856 be was
Saperintendent of Comimon Schools for the Northern
of the County of Wellington. In 1877, 1
me Public School Inspector for the

13 1
appointed Lioca:

1Yivi

indoer a new law,

t same distriet and retired
m 1878, He was a enltured gentleman, kind and lovable, never
robust of frame, hut unswervingly devoted to a Precise |

wertormance of
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LETTER NO. L.

Copy of Letter from Alex. Dingwall Fordyee, jun., to Alex. Dingwall
Fordyce, sen.

Addressed, (Single Sheet ; Paid toc New York.) Alexander Dingwall
Fordyce, Esq., Millburn Cottage, Aberdeen, North Dritain, Via
New York and Liverpool.

Postmarks—These are indistinct. One appears io be “City of Toron-
to, U. C,, July 1, 1835.” Another oblong one bears part of the
name  Liverpool” and the letter “S” legible. Another bas the
date Aug. 8, (?) 1835, and the letter "E.”

Endorsement— Fergus, 26 June, 1835, Alex. Fordyce, Reec......
RUs, yce,
Ans'd 21 Aug.”  This is in different bandwriting, probably ibe
father’s.

Map—On one side of the foolscap folio is a map of Upper Nichol,
with the names of the seitiers on the castern half filled 1in on the

several lots :

Con. XIV.—9. Andrew Grant. (Breok through corner of it.) 10,
Dav'd Henderson of Dallachar. {House pear line and river.) 11
Dav. Henderson. 12. Day’d Smith of Kingeaussie. {(House near road
Jeaver Meadow.) 13. Alex. Clark of Woodeot. 14. Jas. Young and
Don’d Wallace. 15. Lobert Low. 16. Jas. Dugwid. 17. Jas. Dau-
guid. (House near east corver.) 15. Geo. Skene. (House near north
corner, near Dugnid's.) 19. Alex. Drysdaie Ferrier. (The “Drys-
dale” is scored out with lead pencil. It should bave been “David.”)
20. A. D. Ferrier. 21. Jas. Webster of Kineraig. 22. J. Webster.
23. J. Webster. (Springs warked on S. E. side with a brook runnping
into the Grand River near by. 8. West is marked a bloek "Part of
Mr. Wilson's purchased from Mr. Giikinson.” )

Con. XV.—Lot 4. David Morice, jr. (With Beaver Meadow near
middle of lot. Thbe Esk is marked as rising in "The Six Nations™ N.
W. and flowing through thiz and many other lots into the Irvine)
7. Ino. Gartshore. 8. Thos. Williams Valentine of livi lm. 9.
T. W. Valent {House near 3. line and river.) 10, T. W, Val-
entine. 11. Alex'd Dingwall Fordyee of Lescraigie. 12, Geo. Col
quboun Hamilton. (With DBeaver Mesdow marked.) 13. G. C. Ham-
ilton.  18. Dav'd Merice of Dezch il. (House near S. corner.) 19.
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ver Meadow near centre with brook to river tbrough Fergns.) §. of
this is marked the plot of the Village of Fergus, with only a small
corner (E) over the river.

Con. XVL--8. Robt. Keith Dick. (Brook into Irvine.) 9. R. K.
Dick. 10. R. K. Dick. 16. Geo. Wilson. 17. Wm. Reid. 18. Jas.
Davidson. 19. Chbas. Allan of Strathallan. 20. C. Allan. 21. Wm.
Buist of Beechwood. 22. W. Buist. (A brook runs down from lot
15 into the Grand.

Across the river are marked 8 lots running down from “Col. Clark’s
: part of the Township” to the Grand River. The two N. E. are marked
A. D. Ferrier. Thbe next is blank. The next “Hugh Black.” The
: next four, Geo. Wilson.

The Townsbip of Garafraxa is marked on the N. E. and the Town-
ship of Woolwich on the S. E. The Viilaze of Elora is marked on
the S. corner, all S. E. of the river.
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THE LETTER

Fergus, Upper Canada

T

26tk June, 1335
My dear Father,

Anotber month bas now passed away since T wrote
vou last, and no leiter has yet reached we from YOu : S0 you may
suppose bow anxious I become for the arrival of the Stage Wageen,
every Thursday evening. I thought vou intended to wiite by the
Drilliant to Mr. Fergusson, and to serd with it an account of the ex-
pense of my outfit—but I suppose that its sailing so soon after us hsd
i made you not write, in order that when you did so I might bave later
1 acconnts of yon ail, which will render thems muceh more interesting.
I will at any rate have an answer to my first letter, I expect, by the
Leginning of Augost, and youn may depend on my writing you regular-
Iv once a month.  Tn expectation of hearing by the Brilliant 1 went
4 over and saw Drown the Auctioneer at his clearance about a forinizht
ago.  They bad arrived a few days before and he scemed very  well
pleased with his purchase, the situation of which von will understand
by the annexed Plan although [ have not pui down bis name. It ad-
joins Mr. Henderson's and extends down to the Irvine, o that we are
pretiy near ne ors.  Melvin, who came out with bim, adjoins bim
on the other side of the river, snd Elmslie is in the concession adjoin-
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You will also consider that 1 bave the advantage of being settled
at once in a respectable neighborhood, and as I am to live this year
with the Valentines, I will be no distance from my own Land. There
1s a road between me and Valentine, indicated as you will perceive in
the Plan by a double line, on which account I have only one line to
get ran to mark out my boundaries, viz., the one between me and
Hawmilton, which I shall get done in the beginning of next week, as
there is a Surveyor here at present. By that T will see whether or not
I bave got any swamp upon my Lot, as Mr. Webster thougbt I bad a
little when he went over it with me. Ten acres would be a consider-
able advantage on account of the Cedar which is of great use in fene-
ing the land, and after some little time and trouble it will make the
best meadow land.

When Mr. Webster went down I gave him an order on the Bank
at Hamilton for £97 4 currency, the price of the Lot which amounts
in extent to 97 acres and 32 perches, the difference between that and
100 being taken up I thivk by (be Rosds. The Price is 4 Dollars
an acre. The Lots are each 100 acres and run N. W. They are 20
chains o length by 50 in breadith. 1 think I'll call the place Les-
cragie—perhaps you might remember the reason, if yvou don’t, Arthur
wili be most bappy to tell yon.

While Messrs. Webster & Co. were away I took 1t into my head to
90 and see the Littlejobns and deliver them the Letter I bad for thom,
but when I Yeit this I thought it was oanly ten miles to their place,
whereas on reaching Elora, which is four miles from this, I learned it
was eleven miles from thence. I left this about 5 o'clock on the
morning of the {th, and despatched my breakfast (which 1 carried
with we) before 1 reached Elora. The morning was remarkably fine,
but I heard for bours a great quantity of thunder witbout the least
appearance of rain. At Elora I was pnt on the Woolwich Road and
ina few minutes emerged from the woods on a large tract of cleared
country called the Fnglish Settlenient, which I suppose extended for
three iniles.  After this, the road passed nccasionally through the
woods and at other times through large settlements, and a great part
of it was very hilly, a good deal more so than 1 bad vet seen.

Mr. Geddes's Farm, as well as Mr. Davidson’s whieh is close to
1, iz very prettily sitnated on a hill, at the bottom of which a large
Creek fiHws, and they have large clearances. Mr. Geddes, whom [
saw at the door, divected ine on my engmring at him the way to Mr.
Littlejohn’s, to ask at the house of a person called Alpk: Smith (a eon-
traction for Alpbeus) a little farther on the same road.  He spoke
abont a nearer way through a field of his, bat seemed so serupulons
about letting me go by it, that I, not wishing to be under an obliation
to him, took his advice of geing to Alph Swmith's ; when you may
imagine my surprise on expecting to find a Yaokee as the name de-
noted, to find wy old friend, the Seedsman of the same name, with his
wile and family, aleng with their friend Mr. Thomson. I was regaled




with some whiskev and water, for I was very warm and dry, and we
were very well pleased at our unexpected meeting. They bad not
been there above a couple of days, having just hm"hl the farm which
adjoivs Mr. Geddes's, from the aforesaid Alph Smeith, as I heard afte:
wards, for the sum of 1450 Dollars and half of the (':'\:1». There are
116 acres, 60 of which is cleared, and it i
Grand River, ah opposite 1o the Littlejobn’s.

is sitnated on the bank of the

1

M:. Smith's two eldest sons were kiwi encugh to offer to conduct
me to thr Lzm.J yhn’s, and we accordi got over in an absurd wa-
-hine of a canoe, belonging to one of the I) widson's, which came against

,-

g10g
the opposite bank so fast as to give me a pair of wet feet. However,
[ suppose my feet must have been wet at all events, so it idn’t much
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My time bas been principally employed in going up and down to
the Irvine, and assisting there in clipping a little on Valentine'’s, and
I hope soon to get begun to do a little on my own place. Mr. Fergus-
son bas advised me to get ten acres cleared, which I will set about as
soon as hands ean be got, but choppers are rather scarce just now. It
will be ready for Crop next Fall, that is to say Sept. 1836. If I wera
to have it ready sooner I would pay exhorbitantly high for it. The
comnon rate, and which I hope to get it done for, is 16 Dollars per
acre, for Chopping, Logging, Burning and Fencing. This is very high,
but 10 acres is a good beginning, and by the time they are ready, I
hope to be so far up to chopping as to be able todo a good deal myself.

Mr. Webster and the rest arrived on Sunday the 4tb, along with
Mr. IHamilton, my neighbor, and Mr. Ferrier, who purchased his land
last year, when he went out, since when he bas been home and came
out by Quebze, where ho was formerly in a mercantile house. Ie is
of the Bellside Family in Liniitbgowshire, and is a very agreeable
young man. This accession oceasioned a filling up of the Tavern, and
0 | bave never had u whele bed to myself since, for Hamilton has
been sleepisg with me, which is rather much in these warm nights.
Awmong our other arrivals is a Mr. Murray of the Dollary Family in
Perthshire, a Friend of Mr. Dick's, but I don’t know if he will settle
bere. There is also a young man Allardyce, son of a Mr. Allardyce
of Murlingden near Brechin, and nephew of Me. Smith, minister of
0id Aberdeen. He is an acquaintance of Valentine's, and camne ont
on the same ship, and bas been looking at several Lots here. Two
Lots are al:o reserved for Mr. Renny, who is expected verv shortly,
son of Renny Taylor of Borrowfield, and a West Indian is expected
every day, who bas come out to Canala with the intention of pur-
chasing land for several West Indiaa Proprietors: so you ses it is
likely {that in] a short time we shall be completely stocked.

Since I came here I have seen several raising Dees : two houses
have been erected in the Village, besides Valentive's bouse which is
close upon the Irvine, and was put up on the 20th, and the School
[ouse, which was ercct:d on the 24th. After the foundation has been
laid, and the beams fitted in the floor, 2 man gets on each corner, and
as the Logs are put on, squares about a foot on each side of each Log,
s0 as to let them lie pretty close to eacl other, and the business of the
rest of the people is 1o hoist up the Logs which they do with their
hands tiil the bouse becomes too high for that, when they use pieces
of trees, with a part of a branch, which forms a kind of a Fork, which
they push up the logs with.  Most of the people kept guite sober, al-
b the whiskey went round pretty liberally.

A Turning Lathe bas been erected in the Saw M1, but it shakes
a good deal with the motion of the Mili, so T doabt it won't answer
very well.  The Steeple is now up on the Church, but bhas vet to be
coa‘ed with tin.  The plastering of the Church is finished, and the
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barling outside, so that improvements are going on. Since I came
there have been two travelling ministers who both preached in the
Tavern. The last one a Mr. Nicoll from Eramosa, the very counter-
part of Dr. Black, both in preaching and appearance, slept in our room
and kept me awake almost all night with the londness of his snoring.
In addition to this, we have every Sunday had a Sermon read in the
Pavern, by Me. Moore, an Irishman, whe bas a Lot here, and who
prays very well, and there being some good singers we gob on very
well.

The heat has been sometimes very great, and the mosguitoes and
other Flies dreadfully troublesome, especially 2 small gnat, which one
can hardly see, which bites tremendonsly ; and then such a seratching
of all the bites which makes them a geod deal worse. Tae mosguitoes
are worst during the night, for then you can’t see them so as to catch
them ; vou only hear them buzzing about, and muss let them stick
before you can kill them. They are sometnmes very annoving down
by the Irvine, but we try to keep them off by lighting a fire, which
they dislike very much.

The appearance of the Forest is beautiful, but I don’t mueh like
walking by myself, unless there is a road, for frequently, altho’ I bave
a compass, I get confused, and then it proves of little benefit. The
principal Trees are Maple, Elm, Hemlock, Basswood, Butternut, Cher-
ry and Cedar (which is just an anlarged species of Arbor Vitae) bav-
ing the same leaf and the tree is of a conieal form. Its branches
spread very wuch and come almost close to the gronnd, so that on
crossing a river it is difficult to get through them. In some parts
there are Beech, Birch, and Black Ash, but very little Pine. The
Soil seems to be all of the sun2 sort, a Sandy Loam, with a substrat-
um, in some places, of clay, in others, of limestone. The Leeks,
which grow in great abundance, and are much refished by cattle, give
a very unpleasant taste to the milk. They are like our Onions.  The
Gooseberries are almost altogether Prickles, and as far as [ have scen
the berries are small. Salt Pork is the Standard Dish in Suminer,
but at this season there is no diffieulty in getiing a dinner of pigeons,
of which there are great Fiocks, but I have not yet gob spectacles so 1
wight as well have no gun. Several Deer have also been killed by
some of the Settiers. Mr. Buist bas sown some of the Wheat aud
Barley Mr. Thomson gave me in his clearance, and it 18 coming up
very well. There is ta baa meeting of the St. Andrew’s Society on
the 10th of next month for the purpose of admitting new Moembers,
of whom there will be a considerable nmnber to be enrolled.

I have sent you on the other side of this Page a Plan of Mr.
Fergusson's Block of Land in the Township ol Nicho!, along with the
sitnation of Mr. Gilkison’s. Mr. Fergusson’s, you will perceive, is the
11th, 15th, and 16th Concessions. The only mistake which 1 think
1 bave made in copying it, is having m wWle the upper half of the
Concession Line between Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Gilkison a double line,
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which would denote its being a road, which it is not. The road to
the Irvine does not go on the concession Line between the 14th and
15th Concessions, as there is a considerable piece of swamp there, but
winds about a good deal into the 14th Concession. The first house
Wwe come to on the road is Mr. Morice’s, who was a farmer somewhere
between Montrose and Bervie. They are a most respectable Family.
Me. Dugnid’s and Mr. Skene’s houses are almost close to Mr. Morice's,
and are no distance from each other. They are both Aberdeenshire
people.  The next house and the last one which is erected close to the
road i that of David Smith, an odd like little bodie, who, I think,
was in the employ of Mr. Boswell of Kingcaussie. On the other road,
between the 15th and 16th Coneessions, vou will see mentioned the
Land of Charles Allan of Strathallan. He is a Carpenter in the Vil-
lage, and his wife, a short time ago, had the honor of being dehivered
of the first ¢hild which was born in the Village. The child, on that
account, was presented with a village Lot, and baptized by the name
of Adam Fergus Allan.  John Gartshore is a Millwright, and George
Wilson is a Plasterer. No. 6 in the 15th Concession is reserved for
Mr. Perry, a Turner, son-in-law to Mr. Black, the Tavern-Keeper.
Nos. 6 and 7 in the 16th Concession are reserved for a brother of Mr.
Heunderson's, who is a medieal man, and is expected out this year with
bis wife. Tueir father was, I Lelieve, Sheriff Substitute of Caithness-
shire.

I was very sorry to see in the Emigrant, a New York newspaper,
the death of Mr. Douglass, only a fortnight, I think, after I left home.
I have not yet got a receipt for my letter of Credit and for the other
woney 1 pat into the Bank at Hamilton, otherwise I should have let
you know the amount. I have reason to be thankful that I still keep
wy bealth pretty well, exeepting only occasional attacks of Diarrbea,
to which all new settlers are liable. However, if it doesn’t go too far,
it is said to b a healihy, altbough it is a most unpleasant thing. I
will be expecting the models of doors and windows which George Cor-
wack was going to make for me, and as my bouse won't be put up
this year, T wiil bave time to study them. When you hear of any
opportunity out to this part of the world, I wonld be chliged to you to
send me a pair of speciaeles, from Ramage : No. 9 : as T expect to be
much the better of them.

[n iy last letter I stupidly forgot to tell you in writing to me
bere to direet your letter Fergns by Guelpb, as Fergns is not vet a
Post Town. 1 should like very much to have the Aberdeen Journal
oat, to bLe sent by New York, to let me know what marriages
and deaths and other interesting news are going on in Aberdeen.
Give my kind love to Aunt Jessy, and tell ber I hope that the Puls-
veior (?) business is settled to the satisfaction of herself and Aunt
Farqubar. I needn’t ask how the Fishing is coming on at Belhelire (2)
this Season, as by this time, I suppose it is out of your hands. Are
ibicre any more new bnildings going on abont von ? and are you mak-
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ing out plans for the Fencing (?) of Dee Village 2 How is mamma
keeping ? Give her my kindest love, and if possible I shall write her
by Mr. Thomas Webster, who is going home on a visit about the end
of next month. My kind love also to Arthur, aed tell him I hope the
Law is flourishing. I'll maybe see him out here some day yet. How
I should like to see you all out! but I'll not be so selfish as to wish it.
Give dear Elizabeth and Janet my kind remembrances. I-zuppose
Janet will have done a great many drawings since I came away. My
love also to Maggy, Jamie and little Mary. Tell Maggy I didn’t for-
get her birthday, although T wasn’t at home to get a bit of the Pud-
ding. You will remember me to all other enquiring friends. 'The
Laird and his Lady will now be situated, I suppose, at Arthurseat (2),
and the Lieutenant will be buekled, I suppose, before this reaches you.
When is Margaret's marriage te take place 2 J wish them all bappi-
ness. Is Johnny getting much business in the coffee way ? I hope
he and his wife are well. How happy I sball be to hear that you are
keeping well yourself! Do write me particularly bow you all ave, for
I am very anxiouns to hear. I shall now conclude for the present, and
you will believe me to be, my Dear Father, your very affeetionate Son,

Ax’r Dingwall Fordyce.

LETTER NO. 1L

Copy of letter by A. D. Fordyee to his fatber.

Address— {Single Sheet, Paid to New York.) Alexander Dingwall
Fordyce, Esq., Mill Burn Cottage, Aberdeen, North Britain, via
New York and Liverpool.

. Postmark—Ang. 25th, 1855,

Fergus by Guelpb, Upper Canada
21st August, 1835

My dear Father,—

Since T wrote you last I bave to acknowledge receipt,
and youn will easily imagine with what bappy feclings I do so, of your
letter of the 1st and 27th of June—yon will easily conceive my feel-
ings, T say, if I may judge from your sdmirable and to me how inter-
esting description of the opening of my New York letter, although I
must say I think you were rather what shall 1 call it? extravagant in
your expectations of getting it so scon. Itis a different story, bow-
ever, here, from New York. You mustn’t expect to get letters so reg-
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ularly {although in the end you get the seme number as if I were
living there, for our nearest post office (Guelph) is sixteen miles distant
and the only way we have of sending our letters is by our stage, which
goes but once a week. 1 send a letter off regularly every four weeks,
but sometimes you will perceive, the letter may arrive just after the
Packet bas sailed, and then it has to wait a week and this cannot be
obviated owing to our not having more frequert communication with
ihe Lake.

You nmiay suppose I was anxious to hear of yon all, for it was four
montbs since I had left home before I got my letter, which I did on
the 80th July, and although I bad been so very anxious, there was
gond reason certainly for yvour not having written sooner. Pcor
Mamma! I was so sorry to hear of her illness, and alse of the chil-
dren, but our being at some distance gives me the advantuge, when-
ever there bas been any ill-health in the family, of hearing both of it
and of the recovery from it, in the same breath.

Your works, you say, at the village have been progressing slow-
ly ; bat really, in place of being slow, they appear to m2 the work of
magie. I ean't lonk at the time that has intervened sinee I left Lome,
hut only at the day I am away and the present moment ; and in this
respset, 1 was most astonished and delighted by the covering in of the
dirty Bura ; but do you mean to say that it is covered in all the way
from Cumming’s honse to the Mill, and is it covered with wood, or
how ? It is really a great improvement ; and also the striking out of
the window in the drawing room, which will give the house a much
more decent appearance. The village will be quite a new place to me
when I come back. As [to what vou! say about my bhousze there is
very little chance of finding either sand or rock atit. [ If the| foun-
dation had [beea near| tha Grand River, there would certainly be
both, but it will more likely | I am astonished tbat

| has not wot married, altbouzh (yon say he wishes pro-
motion) [ am not so [much so] as at his sister Margaret, whase mar-
riage 1s cuch an old story.

[ think I bave to ask an explanation of ancther piece of informa-
tion you give me, that William Fordyee is to form a merecantile estab-
lizhment in Charleston (So’ Carolina, I suppose). Is be to reside at
(Charleston, or is 1t in connection with bis house at Havre? He would
be the second of the Family in North Amecrica if he were to stay at
Charleston-—which would always ba one nearer. I was very sorry
also to hear of Aunt Farqubar's accident ; she is very unfortunate ;
but T trust as you say that she wiil soon recover, and I hope you will
let me know in your nexy bow she is.  Your mentioning the accident
which happened to Mrs. Fergusson was the first intimation 1 had of
it, but she bad guite recovered I think from it before I arrived and the
whole Family are gaite well just now and highly pleased with their
visit up here, which, I doubt, will not be of much longer duration.
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According to your wish I have made enquiry here about the send-
ing out of parcels from Scotland. Mr. Fergusson is of opinion that if
a small parcel were sent out it wouldn’t be paid attention to, and that
therefore, if any be sent out it should be larger ; but Mr. Ferrier, who
ought to know pretty well about things of that sort, baving been four
years in a Mercantile house in Quebee, tells me that if any parcel be
sent to the care of a forwarding Agent in Quebee, or rather Montreal,
they will send it up to Hamilton, however small. My opinion there-
fore 15, and you will tell me if it coineides with your own, that if you
bhaven’t opportunities from Aberdeen ount all the way to Hamilton, any
parcel you send should go by an Aberdeen ship to Quebee, and per-
bhaps Arthur, when writing to his friend Clerk, might ask him to look
after any parcel which might come addressed to me, and to the care
of their house. I thought of this some time ago and mentioned to
Ferrier the name of Gillespie, Moffat & Co., and he said there couldn’t
be better people to send anything of the kind to. If you have over
an opportunity to Hamilton, of course that would be better as it
would save the expense of carriage between that aud Quebee, and in
that case any parcel would, I Qare say, be taken charge of by Messrs.
Young and Weir there, as there are often articles to be sent up from
them here ; and especially as our store here will soon be opened, Mr.
Young, our Storekeeper having formerly been with the aforementioned
gentleman.

22nd August. I bave to thank youn for vour ietier of the 27th
June, which I received on Thursday night, and for the remittance
therein contained, which I bave committed to Mr. Webster, (who is
going down the country with his brother Tom) to put in the bank at
Hamilton. You mention also in your letter Aunt Jessy's proposing
to send me for three years, or longer if necessary, £200 Stg. ¢ 8%
per annum. I yesterday mentioned this to Mr. Fergusson, but he
said he considered that just now it would be quite unnecessary, Two
or three years after this, he said, it might be a matter of some mom-
ent, when I should be purchasing Stock, but for the present, he con-
sidered my own Funds quite suflicient. I bave written to Aunt Jessy
by Tom Webster, thanking her for ber kindness, but telling her Mr.
Fergusson’s opinion.

Since I wrote to you last a Shoemaker from Upper Banchory (?)
of the name of Baxter, has bonght Andrew Grant’s Lot, as you will
observe by the plan I send vou, and it is said tbat Andrew intends
opening a Dutcher's Shop here. On the 23:h of Juiy the Frame cf
the Store was raised, and it is now nearly complete, and adds greatly
to the appearance of the village, especially from its being plastered
and baried. It is only a pity, regarding the honses in that street,
that they have not all been built on the front of the Lots. You will
see this in the little sketehes I am sending you : Gartshore's house,
the Store and Tavern being the only bouses so placed. The Store
will be an immense advantage to this place and I should think would
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almost superszde the necessity for Mr. Black’s waggon. Mr. Young,
the Storekeeper, was for six vears with John Fergnsson in Leith, to
whom he served cis apprenticeship of four years.

Thera are Dees of all sorts here, as I daresay you know, such as
Logging DBses, Raising Bees, &e., but I will tell you of one of a rather
different description, at which I was about three weeks ago, viz., for
the purpose of assisting Mrs. Wilson to gather raspberries. Besides
myself there were Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Wilson, Miss Fraser, Jas. &
Thomas Webster, Jno. Fergusson, Drysdale, Allardice, and Squire
Reynolds.  We made a good day’s work of it, irdeed we could not
have done otherwise, as we had a field of about five acres to work in,
and that completeiy filled with bushes. We had alzo the pleasure of
sceing a most beautiful waterfull at a very short distance fromn the
place where we were gathering ; a creck tumbling over an excessively
high perpendienlar bank of the Grand River, and if I sver see it again
I must make a sketeh of it, for I have no doubt it would make a very
pretty one. Tt is a most beautiful place all avound this, and 1 believe,
belongs to the representatives of a General Pilkington, whose affairs
are in Chancery, After lattending] to the business of the day, wa
had Tea at Squire Reynold’s (near to whose house we had been gath-
ering) and again at Mr. Wilson's.

The day after this we had a Mr. Campvell from Edinburgh

| W. S. (2) I believe, and son-in-law to the late Andrew Thom-

son.  He bad just come up to see the place, and is thinking of settling
on the Farm below Mr. Fergusson’s at Woodhill. The former time
that Mr. Fergusson was up at Fergns it had been itended if the
weather had been more favorable, to bave an expedition through the
Six Nations and the upper part of Garafraxa to the Black River,
which was believed to be somewhere near there, and to follow it down
to 1is junetion with the Grand River in the Township of Waterloo :
anl after being put off more than once it was resolved that it shoull
take place on the fifth of Auzast, and accordingly preparations .were
made for it. Provisions provided for four days were carried by three
Englishmen of the names of Sargent, Matthews and Hornby, the
former of whom acted as a sort of Guide, although we had also with
us Mr. MacMabon, the Surveyor. We mustered pretty strong as, in-
clading the provision carriers, we amouated to ihirteen, viz., Mr. Fer-
unsson, with his two sons, David and John ; Messrs. Jas. and Thos.
Webster ; Me. MeMabon ; Messrs, Drysdale, Reany, Hamilton and
mwyself.  We bad amonast us two (ten?) axes and three guns, and
each of us had a blanket strapped to his back by a piece of basswood
bark.  We had hoped to have had fine weather, the three or four pre-
vious days having been very fine, thongh excessively eold : but in the
oulset we were disappointed for it raimed during the greater part of
the first day, altho’ the next two were very good. We set out about
ix o'clock in the morning, and went up the line between the 15th
and 16th Concessions of Nichol till we came to the bead of the Town-
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ship, and then went on the line between the Six Nati_ a8 and Gara-
fraxa, in the former of which wa passed through a most spleadid
beaver meadow which must have been Fifty acres in extent. It
would really have been worth while to bave gone this expedition al-
though it had been for no otber purpose than to see this meadow ;
it is such an astonishing thing to ihink of such an extent of land
cleared by these ingenious little animals. At various places as we
went along we saw the stumps of trees which had been felled by the
beavers as the marks of their teeth were perfectly apparent upcn
them, and they are said still to inbhabit the Township of Luther. Wa
saw also this day the remains of an Indian Wigwam, and various mar-
ten Traps in every direction. We had some exceedingiy troublesome
walking in swamps, sinking into a bidden hole at almost every step
we took, and when we stopt for the night we had the consolation of
finding that it was Mr. MeMabon’s opinion that for somne distance we
had not been going on the Concession line, but on a hunter's as tue
blaze did not appear to go fartber. The night was eold, but with the
assistance of our blankets and by keeping up a roaring Fire before the
shanty which we had erceted, we contrived to keep ourselves tolerably
warm. We were at no great distance from a Beaver Meadow, through
which a large c-cek ran, and from it we were supplied with water and
had some exeellent coffee.

I can bardly call 1t a shanty, the place whieh was erected for our
night accommodation, but it was constructed in the following manner.
Two trees were selected at a short distance from each other, and
against each 2 stick with a forked end was placed in an angular posi-
tion ; the forked ends were of course placed uppermost and through
them another stick was put. Augainst it, and against the angled ones,
strips of basswood bark (et off the trees lengthwise) were placed, of
course also angularly ; which finished the construction of our habita-
tion. A log was placed close to the side of the shaoty, which served
us as a pillow, and after spreading some hemlock boughs under us and
our blankets above them, with our feet stretched towards and almost
into the fire, we slept very comfortably, and withont being attacked or
annoyed by DBears, Wolves, or any other animals.

We were pretty early astir next morning, and after breakfasting’
and putting ourselves in marching order, we set out, and returned for
some distance the same way we had come the previous day, till we
came to the 30th post, the last one we bad struck, and in order not to
make the same mistake again, Mr. Mc¢Mahon set his compass agoing,
and by its direction we crossed into the other, the 2nd concession,
through the greatest and wettest swamp I was ever in, and then ran
up the line. We passed through {11 and 82 which belong to Messrs.
Fergusson and Webster. They bought thein, I believe, about a year
ago, from a Mr. Alexander, at the rate of balf a dollar per acre. They
are good lots and 400 acres in estent, each of the Garafraxa Lots be-
ing 200 acres ; but I shounld snppose it wounld be a pretty considerable
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time before they get land so far back disposed of, although they gob it
at a reasonable enough rate. We passed through 35, one-half of
which belongs'to one of our guides, Matthews, and in less than half
an hour we arvived at the Black River. We found that it had high
banks, but was a stream of no great size, at least when we saw it,
although it certainly had the appearance of being sometimes consider-

y larger]. We stopt beside 1t the remainder of the day, and at
night we erected a shanty similar to the one ve used the previous
evening, but larger, and instead of placing the angled sticks on two
trees we had three, not all in a line, but $0, .~ We had an excellent
spring within 30 yards of the Skanty, which was a great discovery,
for tke River Water wasn’t particularly good, and we passed a more
comfortable night than the former, aithough it was a go. 1 deal colder.

The idea was given up of tracing down he Black River as it
wotld bave exceeded the time our provisions would last; and it was
resolved that we should try to get next day to our guide Sargent’s
bouse in Garafraxa; from which, he told us, there was a good road ali
the way to Fergus. We accordingly set out, alter breakfast next
morning and went down the 2ud Concession, which was very swampy,
and the swamnp not so very easy to get through as the forimer ones we
bad been in, owing to the land having been taken up and Settlement
Daties done upon it ; that is to say, the people who have bought the
land, in order to secure it to themselves, have cut down the trees along
their part of the Concession Line, allotted for a Rozd ; which has
made it wuch worse, as in place of the large trees, tbe line is com-
pletely covered with tall and thick brash, which altogetber prevents
one from seeing the holes. However, we at last got through this
SWamp one way or another, although you may suppose it took some
e, but you will hardly believe it possible, although I tell you it as
a fact, that although the distance was only five miles, we were seven
bours in getting it accomplished. After doing so0, we crossed (now en-
tirely under Sargent’s direction, who knew the way) the 8rd, 4th, 5th
and Gzh into the 7th Concession—in which we crossed the Irvine,
and passed by several large deer licks : and arrived at Sargent’s about
“ix o'clock. It was a clearance of about sixty acres (not all his own)
and a very glad sight to us after being unaccustomed for some time to
nch a sight.  We got supper and soine new milk, and all turned in
for the night into his bara-—which had no door, but only a kind of an
opening about 5 or 6 feet from the gronnd. In at this we all got,
even Mr. Fergusson, and the barn being almost full, the bay made a
most excellent bed for us.

After breakfasting next merning (Saturday) we set out and bhad
an excellent road all the way to Fergus, wbich was about ten miles
distant.  We passed through several large clearances, all of course, in
Garafraxa, and bad to eross over the 7th, Gih; 5tb, 4th, 3rd and 2nd,
to the 1st Concession, which is close to Mr. Buist’s land beside Fer-
s, On our way we saw the Grand River, with a bridge across it,
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and about one o’clock, got all safely back to the Ci'v, well pleased with
our expedition, of w'mu) I have tried to give you as accurate an ac-
count as possible ; and as we came in we fired a volley to apprize the
citizens of the event.

I daresay I forgot to mention it was in the Township of Luther
that we saw tbe Black River, but [ neither know Lot nor Concession.
On ourarriving at Fergas we found the Grist Mill had been raised the
day before, and the coating of the Church Spire with Tin had made
a great improyvement on the looks of the village. T dop’t know that I
have any more news to tell you of. I believe I told Mamma, in the
letter I sent her by Tom Webster, who went away this morning, that
the Church was to bave been opened last Sunday, had Mr. Gale from
Hawmilton, who was to do so, been we!l. The day after I saw Alexan-
der Littlejohn, who had come up on that account. e had had alet-
ter fromn bome about a fortnight before, by which be heard what von
informed me of, that his mother y coming out on the
Arkwright.

I have b-en drawing a good deal since [ wrote vou last, and [
have now the pleasure of sending you, on the other side, a eorrect
Plan, I believe, of the whole Township of Nichol. It consists of 28.-
000 acres, and I believe, was originaliy purchased fww) the Govern-
mwent by a Col. Nicoll, after whom it is named, and Col. Clark at the
Falls of Niagara. After Nicoli’s death, Col. Clark b m:hf from their
representatives their right, and sold part to Gilkinson and part to Mr.
Fergusson, or rather I suppose I shonld say, Messrs. Ferzusson
Welsster, {as it} is in both their names that the Title Deed:
eut. l’h(x most of the Land on the S. I5. side of the Grand River,
which remains [unsold! belongs, I believe, to Col. Clark.

are

There is now some inter 2] change in the Tavern here

many of us baving cleared out : Allardice to Mr. Wiison’s w he is
going to live during the winter : l‘.ck to Mr. Henders vhom

be is going to live ; and the two Vaientines to their o where
I hop: l shall soon f\ﬁ‘ w them : ba
who 15 going there 11«"\ 0 wait §
to ll\t‘ w "1 \l"
dale i
mention to vou that l '\ S )
(n:u‘.|fr.1\i.:1§:x'=t a mile 1:'«1:; Fergusz, with a bhouse upon it, and
Twenty acres cleared. T think I bave now exhansted my

news, and if l have put you to some trouble in reading this crossing,
you mnst accept my apology, which is that it was in order to let
get the Plan without any writing on the other side of it. 1

however, conclude, and with kindest

the v wish me and H
ittle yet. Renny is '
i ing to live with Drys-

. a 1:idn't
wesay [ didn’t

ased a farm 1t

we to Mamina and my bre

and sisters, not to name them particnlarly as I have writt 1 all
by Tom Wehster, I remain, my dear Futher, your most aff mate son,

Axer. Dingwall Fordved




P.S. Will you be so good in your futare letters to me to mark
the back of them that they are single, if they are really so, a3 in the
last letter I got from you I think I have been cheated as in place of
the regular postage from New York to Guelph 2/1 (2 shillings 1 pen-
ny) I have been obliged to pay 3/1% currency which is 2 most exhor-
itant charge, and this not including Mr. Black’s charge of 8d. for
bringing them up, and it is a long tramp io Guelph to get redress,
when I don’t know that I will get it after all : however I shall enguire
about it the first time J am there. A. D. F. Mr. and Mrs. Fergus-
son desire me to send you their kind remembrances. They bave been
up bere five weeks with their whole Family, which [(has] rendered
the time much pleazanter. A. D. F.

LETTER NO. 111

Irvineside, near Fergus, U. (.
14th December, 1855

(Ree. 24 Jan'y ; Ans'd 18 Fel.. '86)
My dear Father;

This is the day my letter should have been dispaiched
instead of only being begun to be writen, but I trust vou will excnse
e, as J had forgot to get paper up from the Village for the purpose :
and as I was in daily expectation of being able to acknowledge receipt
of one from you, which I now bave the pleasure of doing ; =, on Sat-
urday, when down at Fergus, I received your most agreeable and in-
teresting letter dated 4th—14tb, October, and Arthur’s of the 17th.
I cannot describe to you bow much I was gratified by your descrip-
tion of the pleasure excited by my letters; I can only say that I wish
they were more worthy of your acceptance, and that every sentiment
expressed in them is heartfelt. I was so glad also to bear that the
“younkers” were pleased with tbe few lines I wrote them, and [ have
no doubt of even their sometimes remembering their absent brother.
I was much pleased with your acconnt of Mr. Foote's Sermon on the
Reformation, and greatly wish I bad been with you to bearit. ow-
cver, I hope our turn here will soon come, for getting a Minister out,
and your list of subseribers for bis maintenance both surprised and
delighted me. I aw sure I am beartily obliged to them all for their
kindness, and T am quite eertain that money counld not be better em-




ploved. T hear that during the winter the Presbylery, owing (o
represeniation of Mr. Gale of Hamilion, are going to supply
chnich here, which will be a great interim advantage.

I sin sorry I made the mistake abont Aunt Jessy's
thongh, as vou sav, it doesa’t matter much, bat if 1T had isoked
little more partieniarly {o yvour letter of the 27 Juna I wonld hav:
seen that what voa say is. that she lends, not will it to me.
micht also have considered where the sccond ecash (€ 150} was coming
from ; but we uaderstand each other now, and I would have diseovi
ed my 1 » much sconer, if the Letter the Draft was sent
been perused as frequently as all the other letters | 1)..w recei
the fact was that you bad only room to say a few wo

glad you were pleased with the skotehes I zent ; but 1
‘¢ the errors in the perspective will be. It isvery pessible
v lw such, but I think yan shonld co: t and examine the p
itself before yon pass jndgment. 1 : Y0P seo fmpre !
by vourself sune day. Madame Janet’s eritical sketches will be iost
acceptabie ; I suppose she means to retaliate on me, for (ignorasnt as |
was of the art of ecoloring) so:netimes daring to criticize some of her
but I believe in the present case she is quite right, for 1

think my Trees wera rather extra .~U!u-)ﬁl‘|" ; but ske wust
t
t

N
1
1

ny of my Pines beside the Rridge, for they are guite natural.

Many !':.Auk: to Arthur for his attention about the Observers. [
received five 2bo week ago ¢ up to the 2ad Oct'r. Yon needn’t

i

have made aty remark abont your erossing for it is quile easily
Ose part of yonr letter I was partien In- 4 ~1. sted with : it was th:
where you say that you think none of you weuld have wuch objection
to try how American air would agree with you. What ideas tbis ex-
cited in my mied ! —along with what Mamma said, tbat if you would
bave let ber, she would bave been more than half inelined to ceme
over with Mrs. Littlejohn. God knows [ should be the very last per-
in the world to advise my dearest fi stot step which it
ble t ht afterwards repent of ; but vou cannot but al-
of this taking place, was suflici
considerall As for American air, [ can only say that
me ever as well as home air ; and [ am very sorry 3
uld bave mentioned my having often been troubled
nee 1 leflt Fergus and eame to Irvineside,
=+ h wve never had the sl }
r a single day cannot ¢ ' re the
and Fergus, In st refer it either to
water, or nz unwholesome 1 have
nstomed to eat there.
have now done, my dear F to the part of your letter which
k so forcibly, because it was said perhaps in a joke; but 1
1id rather not think so, and shall not till vou bid me. And why
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mightn't you (as you say you wish vou could) assist me to raice my
house next summer. You would be abie to tell the rest of the good
folks what you thought of the country, which would of ccurse bear
much more weight than anything I could say : and believe mwe, I
sthould Iike much batter to see Mamma here, after you had given her
your opinion of the place.

You will be glad as well as T was to sea that I have now got re-
moved from Fergus. It was cxpensive living there, and although I
don’t know wha: comparison ia that respeet Irvineside may bear to
it, I should imagine there would be some difference.

I shall now tell you about our “Domestic Economy ;7 {(and it is
very little else I know about yet, for I have not began chopping ; part-
ly on account of my not being able to determine for some time where
I will chop, owing to ¢i 1

amstances I shall soon mention, and partly
: 2 I intend to practice on the chopping up of firewood first, Lill
I got acenstomed to the use of the axe). Well, we rise, I suppose at
8 o'clack, light the firc, which bas been vested all nizht, and then
have breakfast,  Fach of us takes the Baking and the- washing ap of
the dishes week about ; and I can assure you, I am quite an expert
Baker now. Tt is Scons we bake, but not like the Flour Scons at
home. No, No; they would not be substantial enough for i We
make them as thick, sometimes thicker than vour soft biscuiis : and
fire thom in a Bachelow’s Oven.  Till that very usefal article was got,
the Frying Pan supplied its place. DBat the Frying Pans here are not
the 1 The handles to ours are three Feet lone. 61 ac-
connt of the largze Wood Fires we keep. Doiled bops we sometimes
use 10 make onr bread rise, but not often, for we are not very partiz
wlar.  When [ eame up here firsi we 1ust lived on Lread and the re-
mainder of some tongh Ohbio Beef, preciously salt, a Barre! of which
Mr. V. had got when he came to Jive here ; but we have now some
fresh Beef ; and about a week azo we cot a Pig ; 5o that we live very
well.  When we bave to roast Beef or Pork, &e., it is done in a Bake
KN!{!'. which isa large Pot (into which the Meat is put) with a Lad,
on the top of which live ashes are strewed.  The machine is then set
before the Fire and the operation goes on very fast. We Lave no
butier nor Potatoes. The former we are promised a supply of, and
we have tolerably good cheese, so when mention that we bave Tea
and Sugar, [ think 1 bave told you all our provisions : and we all live
very well, and no mistake. We will soon be saved the troubie of
ing, as we infend to get a Barrel of Bisenits, bard ones from the
er.  We bave no regular hours for taking our meals, rising or soines
to bed, as we just do =0 when we feel inclined.

0

I bave not yet got my bed up from the Village, so T just put my
Feather Bed under Mr. Valentine's, and 1 suppose I bave as sang a
berth as is in the bouse. Since the cold weather commenced we do
not use S ]
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tions, but we keep on roaring fires, so that we don’t feel cold. We
have no chiinney built, but just a bole eut in the roof, and tbe place
about it boarded up as yon see in the Farm Houses at home, where
the Fire is on the hearth as with us. We burn prineipally Maple
and Beech Logs, cut into lengths of about two and a balf feet, and
split. The bouse is 28 feet by 20, with a door and two windows in
front, and two windows behind ; and is situated almost close to the
river, which is seen from the windows; and of which the bank the
house is on is quite low. Our well is on the brink of the river, and is
most excellent water. I have only once beard the wolves since I
came up, and that was a few nights ago, when they certainly did bold
a pretty loud concert ; and as David Smith says, “It’s very pleesant
music. whan there is a guid thick door atween you and them.”

Janet may well ask about the darning of my stockings. It's
jucky that Elizabeth or she are not here, for they would be rather in-
clined to grumble, I am afraid. if I wero to ask them to mend all the
hioles in them. There's bardly an evening that I baven’t to sit down
and work at the largest holes you ever saw, mostly all burnt ; for on
these cold nights, when a large fire is on, it acts much quicker than
you woull suppose on the stockings; but I'm an excellent darrer
now ; and it puts me in mind of the first lesson I got on the Science
from Elizabeth.

15th December.—Since my last letter the snow has scarcely been
off the ground, and now I suppose it won't be for four or five montbs.
It is better than a foct deep, and there is very good sleigbing. The
Irvine is frozen across and the Grand River partly. The Grist Mill
was prevented from working some days, but they now keep fire near
the wheels, and I believe are intending to keep it constantly going,
even on Sundays. It is a work of necessity, for if that is not done,
she won't =o on Monday ; and I don’t suppose they will grind any
wheat on Sunday. The weather is not settled yet, but we bave bad
two or three most beautiful washing deys. It has been very cold
sometimes. On the 2nd of this moonth, about 9 o’clock in the morn-
ing, my Thermometer outside the window bhere stood at 122 below
zero. Last year the severest vold they bad here was 16° below zevo ;
<o that we have almost felt as cold as we [ever do.] It was really
desperately cold that morning ; and I was obliged to teke a pretty
<tiff born to prevent my getting sick npon it. Our bread, beef, cheeze,
Ink, &ec., all got frozen ; also our shoes and stockings, and Axes, and
we are obliged to thaw them before they are any nse. I Axes are
not thawed they will split, or chips of the steel wiil come out. If we
jeave any water in pails in the bouse, (althongh the Fire is never ont
all night) it is one lump of Ice in the morning. But notwithstanding
all this, never except on the morning before alluded to, bave I felt
very uncomfortably cold.

] was sorry to hear of John Clark's accident, but trust he bas
now recovered from it.
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As to what I said in my last letter about getting more land I
hear that Gartshore intends to put up a Saw Mill on his lot. If this
is really the case of course I cannot do as I formerly proposed ; but I
shall scon know ; and I am now aware that Mr. Valentine, to whom
I have spoken on the subject, would exchange in the manner I men-
tioned to you, except that he would wish to keep the part of the Lot
(about Twenty acres) on the north side of the Irvine ; for which he
would give me an equivalent. In case, however, I shouldn’t get this,
{(as Mr. Fergusson thinks that there would be no fear but my present
lot would sell, even after there is a clearance on it) I am thinking of
looking at Lots 3 and 4 in the 14th Concession, which though pretty
far off, wouldn't be very objectionable if Gartshore had his Saw Miil
upon the Esk ; and that stream running through them, I have little
doubt but they will be good. Mr. Fergusson had formerly been think-
ing of McDonald’s Lots for me, which you will observe, are Nos. 12
and 13 in the 2nd Concession, and quite close to Fergus ; but there 18,
I thiok, a great objection to these, altho’ McD. wants to clear out.
This is that Col. Clark, who died a short time ago, the Proprietor, al-
tho’ be bas left an immense property, bas left his affairs in terrible
disorder. MeD. bas never paid a farthing on his land ; of course be
has forfeited his right, and at present Mr. F. says it wouldn’t be safe
to treat with him about them. There are ten acres eleared and a fine
creek on the Lots.

I suppose before this you will bave heard of poor Melvin's death,
which happened on the 26th of last month. Te was buried at Fergus
on the 1st of Dec. His new house was almost if not altogether finish-
ed, but I believe he had not got iato it, but died in the shanty. This
is now the third burial there had been at Fergus, Mr. Allan’s child,
and a journeyman millwright being the other two. You will see by
my Plans that a man of the name of Tytler has the adjoining land to
Melvin's. I happened ic meet him a short time ago, when he told
me that he used to live in Milne's house on the Waterside at the cor-
ner of our gate. I believe be is a mason.

As T bave not been chopping yet myself, you will be asking how
my choppers are coming on. They put up a shanty and worked for
about a fortnight, but they bave been away for some time, and it was
only the other day that I beard tbat they are working just now for
my neighbor, Mr. Walker. DBy the by, a brother of Mr. Walker's, by
name Alexander, bas taken the balf nearvest the 15th Concession of
the Lot, below his brother's.

Mr. Fergnsson came up to the St. Andrew’s dinner with bis sou,
Neil, and went down again two days after. He and the rest of the
fanuly are quite well, except Mrs. I. who bad a bad cold at toe time.
The Dinner to which we sat down at four o’clock on the 30th of Nov.
was excellent, and we had & most pleasant evening. Mr. Fergusson
diseharged most exceliently the duty of chairman, and we had many
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capital songs. Among these were two or three originals, by a young
man of the namo of Crichton, who comes from ths Carse of Gowrie.
He bas two lots of land in Nichol, and is chopping just now for Mr.
Valentine here. Mr. Fergusson took copies afterwards of two of his
songs, and as one of them appeared in the Dundas Weekly Post of the
9th Dec., I suppose that Mr. I¥. had inserted the paragraph, which was
as follows :

“Village of Fergus. The national festival of St. Andrew was
celebrated vpon the 30th ult., at Fergus, in Nichol, in the bhappiest
style. A party of Forty Settlers met at Dinner in the St. Andrew’s
Tavern where Mr. Black regaled them with every dish peculiar to the
taste of Seotland, followed by due libations of the favorite Barley
Bree.” Mr. Fergusson as perpetual President, filled the Chair, and
George Wilson Esq., of Harvey Cottage, V. P., acted as Croupier,
Messrs. Webster and Buist ably assisting as Stewards. Native humor
was displayed in many a sally, while some ventared even to put forth
an attempt at song. Take as a sample the graphie, though sufficient-
ly homely picture of the village, to the tune of “Auld Lang Syne.”

FERGUS MILL

If you my friends would but look back
Out owre the twa past year;

"Bout Fergus folks began to crack,
3ut fient an inch was clear.

II.

We've now a Tavern, Kirk and School,
A store and nine Trades too,

Auld Walker has begun to bake,
And Hornby scon will brew.

11l
Reek rises frae a score o’ lums,
We boast a rifle corps,
Of a’ dimensions, mettles, shapes,
In number nigh twa score.

IV.
A Tailor and a Blacksmith’s shop,
Saw, Grist, and Parritch Mill,

Ay, that's your sort, my country lads,
We'll 2’ get Brose, our fill!
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V.
Then Scotchmen surely may feel proud,
And glory in the name ;
Their ancient Scottish fare revives,
Four thousand miles frae hame.
VL
Then come, my boys, afore we 8it,
T'll erave one bumper more,

To drink the health if you’ll permit,
Of Mitchell and Gartshore.

VIL
For “Auld Lang Syne, my Lads,
For auld Lang Syne ;
Nor friends, nor Bannocks may-they want
Till they forget Lang Syne.”

Tenants of the Saw and Grist-Mill.

You will be glad to bear that Mr. Fergusson has been asked by
the Settlers to a dinner to be given by thera on the 1st January, in
testimony of their approbation of his conduct in all he has done for
this place ; more especially in the erection of a Church, School-house,
Mills, &c. He has accepted of the Invitation ; Mr. Buist being the
First Settler is to preside. It will be highly gratifying to him, and no
more than he deserves. Give my kindest love to my dear mamma,
brotbers and sisters. Tell Jamie how glad 1 was to hear of his
activity in the mornings. My kind love also to Aunt Jessy, Miss
Morrison and my other friends. May God bless one and all of you is

the earnest prayer of, my Dear Father, your very affect. and dutiful
son,

Axr. Dingwall Fordyce.




EETTER NO 1V

To Alex. D. F., of Drucklay.
DBelleside, Fergus Civ. 19 Nov., 1846

My Dear Cousin,—

I bave been long in your debt in the epistolary way, but
have always delayed writing till a matter struck me, which I thonght
might count on your friendly dispesition as my excuse for mention-
ing. We want very much just now some charitable individual to as-
sist us by raising a matter of £50 for the purpose of seating and doing
some necessary repairs to oUR Chureh here : but I do not think I
need ask your assistanece in that way, although it would be of great
service.

What I think you will not object to do for me requires some little
explanation. You do not need to be told that our Canadian Synod
split in 1844, and that the Fergus Clergyiman, Mr. Smellie, joined the
party which attached themselves to the Free Chuareh of Scotland; that
he had with bim the greater part of his old congregation; but that wi
were not of the number of those who continued with him. It is un-
necessary to open old sores without a prospect of doing thereby some
good : so that I shall just mention that while on principLE I disap-
prove of the Secession, I eould not avoid seeing that those who joined
it would be placed in very great difficulties from the expense of getting
accommnodation for themselves ; and I took a step which I was well
aware would by our own party have been considered a stretch of lib-
erality quite unwarranted in one holding that there onght to have
been ro division, and that I was even thereby lending a hand io en-
courage it. I wrote to a friend, or one who was once so, and who, I
was aware, bad means at coinmand and had used them on former oc-
casions in a similar manner, (I mean Mrs. Arthur D. Fordyee) and
stating the circumstances, suggested the idea of a contribution for the
purpose of erecticg a Free Church and Manse here. 1 did not dis-
gnise my own sentiments regarding it ; but urged the matter strongly
as one calculated to benefit those who, while differing from them 1 be-
lieve were, some of them conscientiously, and otbers ignorantly,
bringing themselves into greas pecuniary difficulties. At thistime the
Sceeding party were keeping possession of the property. refusing to
give it up, merely, I believe, on acconnt of the inconvenience it wonld
cause themselves ; aad determining to bold it as long as they conld.

My communications certainly came from rather an equivocal
qnarter to earry all the weight I would have wished ; but I did think

24—




it POSSIBLE it might be suceessful. However, no answer was received
to it, and I went across, as you know, to pay my friends in Scotland
a visit, when I thought I might hear something of the fate of my ap-
plication. I made two ineffectnal attempts to see Mre, Fordyce, and
immediately before leaving Scotiand wrote her again, and earnestly
requesting that if she could do no more, at all events to give me a
YEA or NaY answer, so that I might be put oat of doubt. To THIS I
received no answer ; and on arriving here a year ago I found that pro-
ceedings had been taken for the purpose of getling possession of the
Chureh Property for our party : that the Seceding party had been al-
lowed to bave the use of them for six months, or so long as we were
without a Minister ; that they were accordingly still occupying them,
but taking measures for commencing to erect in Spring a Church aad
Manse for themselves, for which purpose Mr. Fergusson had given
them a site and Ten acres of Liand, as well as commenced this Sub-
seription List with €25, They went on getting NAMES, and I am not
able to say what amount was subscribed, but at all events in May last
they began buiiding, and the Manse is, I believe, now almosi habitabls,
and the Church Walls ap, but not yet seated. I may at the same
time mention that after my Mother’s laimnented death my Father gave
them £10 ; partly on aceount of the strong attachment of my brother
ARTHUR to the Free Church, and that my Mother also had some lean-
ing that way. I amn aware that they bave already experienced diffi-
culty in coliecting their subscriptions, and that several of their largest
amounts are from individuals who, during the ensaing winter, will be
pressed from other quarters. Perbaps it is only right that peopls
should suffer for coming under engagements without a probability of
being able to fulfil them ; but I can FEEL for people earried away by
their FEELINGS on such an occasion ; and I do not know that bad I
Seen the propriety of the separation I should no bave been equally
injudicious.

But you will very naturally ask what all this long PALAVER tends
to,—and it is to ask you to see that the enclosure finds itg destination:
as from no answer having been received to the two former, I am
not CERTAIN that they were received, and semetimes it is said the
Third trial succeeds. At all events it can do no harm, and formerly
it might have been said that our I'ree Church friends bere, would not
bave the property taken from them, and so not be under the necessity
of seeking another location. Although it may look strange in me to
trouble myself about the matter, when I believe they bronght them-
selves into difficulties without adequate cause, yet I do believe there
Was a conscientious feeling with some parties in the matter, altho' an
erroneous one, and as they bold the same doctrines with ourselves, I
can conscientiously bid them God speed in the real object of the
Christian ministry ; and I do not think that a donation from those
who can afford the sacrifice wonld be misplaced.

We are in great hopes of being able to occupy ourselves onr OwN
g I : 3
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Church and Manse permanently in a very short time, 23 we have giv-
eun a Call to the Reverend Mr. Dyer, who was with us on the last
Sundays and is a most talented man, to be so without baving had the
benefit of a regular Classical Education. Thoroughly acquainted with
the Bible, sound in the faith, most fluent and impressive in discourse
and especially in prayer, we enjoyed very much the short time he was
with us. Never losing an opportunity of bringing forward the most
important subjects, and exceedingly instructive in the way be treats
them, I wish you could only hear them, especially as in some respects.
you would bave the advantage of us Landsmen, for Mr. Dyer draws
many illustrations from the Ska, to which he was brought up, and to
sailors above all others he has still a very warm feeling.

My father, since the month of June, has been in the prectice of
conducting the devotional exercises of the adherents of our Church
here on the Sabbath mornings, meeting them in the Church an hour
before Mr. Smellie’s congregation assemble, and we not unfrequently
remain ; and we have occasionally bad supplies of Ministers of our
own Presbytery. Mr. Smellie’s family are in great distress at present
from the death of their eldest child, a boy between two Two and Three
vears old, two days ago, from: Fever, terminating in disease of the
Brain. Tam bappy that we are on friendly terms with them ; and
just now Elizabeth has been a good deal with Mrs. Smeliie, whom she
1s very fond of and thinks highly of and who bas always shown a
great degree of attachment to us ail. The child was buried this after-
uoon inside the New Churcbh, as they do not intend having a Burying
ground round it, although I believe it is proposed to bave a new one,
a little distance from the Viilage. As an instance of the footing on
which we OLD and NEw lights can meet together, I may mention that
at the Funeral my Father was requested to give a Prayer as none of
Mr. Smellie’s Elders, whe were all present, would undertake to offici-
ate, and he did so; and in many respects I am glad to think that there
is a better spirit among us than formerly.

As to the long story I bave given you ebout the Free Church, al-
tho’ you must bave many claims on you, especially from tbe present
distress from failure of the Potato crop ; yet if you could do anything,
I should only be too glad to be the channel of any contribution. And
as to the Gld Church, I must just trust to God's enabling us and giv-
ing us willing minds ourselves ; but I should not like you to let go be-
vond yourself the mention of the Applications I bave made to our
friend at Blairgowrie, but merely to forward the enclosare to ber safe-
ly—which I bave left open in order that, if you choose, You may take
a look of a sketch of the Free Church and Manse here, which I made
the otker day, and left the Letter to her withont particular address,
being uncertain if she still continned to reside at Blaircowrie.
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COPY OF INCLOSURE

To Mrs. Arthur D. Fordyce

Fergus, Canada West, 21st November, 1846
My Dear Cousin,—

I take the liberty of enclosing a Sketch burriedly taken
from our office window in Fergus of the Free Church and Manse erect-
ed here during the last Summer in order to bring to your recollection
that I last year appealed to your generosity in bebalf of thoge who
bave now, by their own contributions, put up those buildings ; and
while I do so it is only in order to renew my request that out of youn
liberality you would still do something for them. You I daresay
think [that] as WE, who are vhe only tie to Fergus vou have, do not
belong to that Chureh, you have no greater reuson to bestow your
generosity on this more than on many another destitute quarter ; but
altho’ we do not belong to the ¥ree Church, we feel interested in its
welfare ; not indeed as an opposition Church, but as a true portion of
the Universal Church of which I trust we are living members, and
although I cannot deny that [ feel warmer interest in the one I am
myself attached to, 17 is one which, understanding your senti-
ments, I could not ask you to do anything for, however much I
might wish it ; and so I would desire to do what I can, through you,
in relieving of difficulties tof] well-meaniog Fellow Christians whom
you believe to be contending for an important point, and consequently
sympathize with. They have got good substantial stone edifices erect-
ed at considerabie cost ; but from what I can learn bave very great
difficulty in making up the amount they have cost ; and in a merely
benevolent point of view, I eannot but earnestly wish to see them in a
flourishing condition, and now especially that there should be no
bindrance to their being able EFFECTIVELY to go forth as an active
and energetic, snd by God's blessing, useful portion of the Church.
You bave perbaps not understood why, as a Member of the OLp
Chureb, T should apply to you on bebalf of the New one; but I trast
you wiil now see that I can do it with verfect sincerity, and not on
account of DENOMINATIONAL bias, withhold the boon which I am sure
would be a real benefit to those of another communion. With kindest
remembrances, based on old indelible associations connected with your

memory, I am, Believe me, My Dear Cousin, Yours very affectionately

(Signed) Alex'd Dingwall Fordyee, Jun.




