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THE THRILL OF A LITERARY 
"FIND” was conveyed in some measure 
to the members and friends of the Brit­
ish Columbia Branch of the Canadian 
Authors’ Association, who heard Dr. 
Lome Pierce (editor for the Ryerson 
Press, Toronto), address a meeting at the 
home of that prince of book-lovers, and 
always cheery host, Mr. Robie L. Reid, 
K.C. Perhaps only those with strong 
literary instincts can fully appreciate 
the experience of Dr. Pierce in first 
handling so many precious letters and 
MSS. of literary and historical value. 
The promised publication of that Kirby 
collection will be anticipated with much 
interest.

* * *

MR. R. L. REID'S RESTORATION to 
health, following a somewhat serious 
operation, was subject for congratulation. 
His own story the other evening of how 
a literary treasure-hunter, who when lu­
th ought a prize collection was within 
his grasp, learned that the MSS. had 
been burned, was just the kind that cre­
ates something of “holy horror” in tin- 
imagination.

* * *

DR. PIERCE MENTIONED ONE 
DOCUMENT which he had examined as 
of outstanding interest from a British 
Empire point of view, and ventured an 
opinion as to what should be done with 
it. Opinions may differ as to how far 
and how long revelations bearing on na­
tional or international affairs should be 
kept “secret.” But in these days when the 
dominant idea of most newspapermen 
(whose training has not been qualified 
by other experience), is “news.” and 
"free-lance” writers may somehow gain 
admittance almost anywhere, it may be 
timely for such organizations as the Au­
thors’ Association to consider whether 
reports of meetings should not be sup­
plied officially to the press. This is not 
meant as a reflection on the respon­
sible feature writers of the Dailies, a fev 
of whom were in evidence ÿt that last 
function, and one of whom indeed (a 
member of the Society), amused tin- 
gathering with a clever rehearsal of tin-
adventures of "Zero Tom” «V- Co.

* * *

PITHY POINTERS IN LITERARY 
CRITICISM are inseparable from any 
address given by Professor Sedgwick ot 
British Columbia University. His lec­
ture on “The New Wordsworth” before 
Vancouver Institute the other week was 
an analytical review of the man and the 
Poet, and contained a wealth of sugges- 
tion and enlightenment for those whose 
time for study of standard writers may 
be all too short in these days. One can 
withbut difficulty imagine how some wit­
ty paradoxical, or epigrammatic observa­
tion of this quick and and bright-brained 
teacher may be (mis^-reported to his 
doubtful advantag e, but tlie outsrai dit g 
impression usually left by his expressive

EDITORIAL NOTES
interpretations—in which a shrug of tin- 
shoulders or a toss of i In- in ad. ovi asion- 
ally conveys a good deal -- is that 
Dr. Sedgwick is a man intensely in earn­
est about revealing—-as In- himself sees 
them— the truth and worth in the works 
and lives ol Men of Letters. Accordingly, 
whether or not hearers agree with him 
in detail, tln-y are always assured of an 
arresting and entertaining exposition.

AT THE RISK OF BEI NO, ACCUSED 
of scattering bouquets, we must, at this 
time supplement the foregoing by com­
plimenting another University Profes­
sor—Professor John Davidson on his 
"canny” ways and pawky humour, as ex 
ercised in addressing Vancouver Scottish 
Society on the flora of Canada and Scot­
land. Like a certain careful "gillie" in 
one of Scott's novels. Professor Davidson 
comes from "Aberdeen a way," and tu­
bas the happy knack of making even dry 
roots and kindred subjects interesting 
though, of course, his topic teems with 
beauty in flower and scenery.

* * *

THE USE OF (ÎLENCOE LODC.E as 
an auditorium for lectures, concerts, etc., 
becomes more frequent, and though tin- 
"hall" is literally a big vestibule or room 
of the Hotel-entrance kind, it has a few 
features that commend it. It is central 
and can be made tolerably comfortable. 
Without wishing to be among captious 
critics, however, we venture to suggest 
that the management of

"NOTH INC TO WRITE HOME 
ABOUT." is one of those expressive Am­
erican phrases used to indicate that the 
speaker did not hold some event or cer­
tain conditions worthy of special com­
ment. But in its literal meaning, as is 
suggested by the facts noted in the Board 
ol Trade President's report in this issue, 
its use is seldom warranted in such a 
rapidly growing new country as this 
Western Canada ot ours. Usually, and 
indeed almost continually, to people who 
are disposed to "write home" to East­
ern Canada, the British Isles, or else­
where 11n- first difficulty must be to 
select one topic or line of interest from 
so many, and the second problem to ar­
range to get the time for correspond­
ence.

♦ * *

A RECENT EXPERIENCE NO
DOUBT COMMON to most readers 
prompts that reflection in the receipt
and review of. special "Annuals" pub­
lished in what was once a "home town." 
and city of early newspaper connection 
for the writer. The life of a young 
reporter has much of variety and attrac­
tion in it. and perhaps in no place was 
that more true than on the staff of one 
of the newspapers in a central city of 
considerable size in the Homeland. 
Breadth of sympathy and interest is as­
sured For probably in no other work 
ran one come into contact with so many 
conditions of life : judges, including 
"Bailies.” doctors, lawyers, ministers;

(îlencoe Lodge could great 
ly enhance the attractive­
ness of their "auditorium" 
if they would : (1) go to 
the comparatively small 
expense of putting sliding 
doors at the back and 
side—so as to cut off the 
continual noise from 11n- 
Lodge's own parlor guest-, 
and (ID stop, as far as pos­
sible the frequent conver­
sations and movements to 
and fro. evidently of lmu-n- 
servants, in the quarters 
adjacent to the pro tem 
lecture room.
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railway ofliciala, and. of course, the pc opponent interested in public affairs and ^ Canada or its best^Provtace
lice department-from the chief to the not actuated by any.personal an,mus. Br,,,^Columbia, In
latest reel uit all come w ithin the Ren count on about six to eight months inof newspaper writers who may begin THE EXCEPTION TAKEN is welcome ™ yea" 0f father that is much more 
with paragraphs and end with editorial and shall (with other replies), be passed tolerable
or other notes on to “the X\ ay side Philosopher who, Then. as to conditions of living here?

however, (as his notes in this issue clear- uraiiv ALL KINDS OF RELIABLE BUT. CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, the turn- ly indicate), is not as our correspondent ^™yATI0N should be obtained by 
ing over of these well-illustrated An- assumed “an old country conservative, , f Darts of Britain before thevnuals” reminded one of ideas commonly but a very much alert Canadian-born Pe°g« or ffiantoemtera^e But-to
associated in certain districts in other British Columbian. We leave him to subiect for the present__those Britdays-i, no, still in these daysf-with s„eak for himself, but are tempted to »>= ^ryears of ex^rience at X Brit- 
America and American; and—let the sad re-echo here his query of the other p jfip Coast will not fear fair and .ruth be writl-they involved particu. month-WHO IS A CANADIAN? . . », climate,Tnd in moat
larly, a disposition to discount many . . , ^ other conditions, with any other portions
stories sent over the Atlantic in writing MEANTIME WE ARE PROMPTED TO tbe Emplre> the central Homelands 
or print, and to bold them more or less ASK of our own accord—following Infor- lnc]uded. with widening experience, pa-

' Tht l,.Lsm, or iu«,ificatlon malion aat reached us while we were trlotic Britons-born may not love Eng- 
™ rer'. • • „„ JÏ' „,J! exercising ourselves in the interests of land or Scotland less, but they come to
of Britons toward American or to he ,h<“ "Community Service” open to this love thelr adopted Homeland with a kin- 
o 0,1,0,18 toward American, or, to o _ magazine,—Is it the case that a well- dred devotion, and, above all, LEARN
more accurate, L ni ted States reports of SUpported plan for development of that tq think IMPERIALLY’ 
one kind or another, we need not enter same wonderful British Columbia section 1U 1 *
into at this time. But we are concerned Qf the peace River district was submitted 1 —
io know whether such a disposition still Premier Oliver, and that he, or his
obtains in certain parts of the Home- government did not take it up-thereby THE CHINA
and, and especially whether our Domin- b an unexcelled Opportunity 1MTLE,
ion of Canada has o any extent been m Canadian West? Assured that INLAND MISSION 
drawn into that quahfied^ association. there is truth in that story, we ask the irN LJ L\LLOOLVJLV

t porn tupqp t impq QwnîTï n Ixt a Question moie in sonow th<in in 3.nger lutord-cnomliifttioxud^ Evftn*
in iTiou t ino \ I) v A because we believe that if the present gellcal, Evangelistic.
BRITISH LIBRARY or newspaper oflice government ba8 missed, or misses, such Supported by Free-Will Offering., 
come under the eye of those interested ” _____ . .. ^ „in this subject, the writer (British born) J" Î111 it iÎ» ïu Founded in 1866 by the Late
wishes to enmhasize with all the earn- Premler or Government will, at no dis- j. HUDSON TAYLOR, M.R.C.S., F.R.G.S.

‘ ‘ !, , ... tant date, be associated with the open- General Director—D. E. HOSTE.estness possible that, without exaggera- . f th t remarkablp territory Shanghai, China.tlon, “the half has not been told" of the /if “Lief Le th o Î n' Director for North America—
potentialities of the vast Canadian nor- (Herein observers may note that we our- henry W. FROST, D.D., Princeton. N. J.,.f thlQ ,mûrUn „nnMnP t selves disagree with “the Wayside Phil- PRACTICE—The Mission does not go
tion of this Noith American continent. OSODHer’e” theorv about Peace River de- into debt. It guarantees no income, but 
Even at the Pacific Coast we are only VLinJ ministers to woFkers as funds sent in will
beginning to get something like a fair e,°Pmeni Deing prtmature). allow. All members are expected to de­
idea of tihe natural wealth of the „xton- * * * pend on God alone for temporal supplies, ,, -,. , pop rptiio pnRRFQPnwni’NT „nH No collection or personal solicitation ofsive Peace River country, a “district" H,K *Hlb CORRESPONDENT and money is authorized. Duly qualified work-
whlch, though only a comparatively others whom it may concern, we repeat ers are accepted irrespective of nationality 
small part of the Provinces of Alberta that we are sure “the Wayside Philoso- and without restriction as to denomina- 
and British Columbia, is. in itself, so pher." like the Editor of the “British ^^VndlmeÂtal^ruthl88 Corres-
vast that it exceeds the area of ten Columbia Monthly, will welcome any pondence from earnest young men and wo- 
Great Brltains! Of course we remember statements on “the other side” of any men who desire to serve God in China is 
that size *lone does not matter much, debatable question, and that such state- inobject and AIM—The preaching of the 
But—well, that Is but a bit of the “hin- tnents will be given attention as soon Gospel to every creature in China, 
terland” of the Port of Vancouver, but a as “time and space” permit. EQUIPMENT (Jan. 1, 1924)—Mission-
bit that till ouch six nr «even hundred * * * aries, 1,101; Paid Chinese helpers, 2,211;J , „ /’ r n .Ve /n e en, , "drf„ , Voluntary Chinese helpers, 2,150; Stations,miles away from the “Perennial Port." "ABOVE ALL. MAY WE HAVE BET- 258; Quotations, 1.764; Hospitals, 13; Dis- 
is.—or will be, when direct rail com- TER WEATHER!" With such an excep- pensaries, 91; Native Schools, 645; Schools 
munlcation is established—relatively tional phrase ends the New Year Greet- atRFSu<LTs°rTT?liTHparFi8FLD^Chu'rches. 
about as near as, say, the Highlands of ing to Citizens by the Lord Provost 1,165; Baptized in 1923, 5,892; Communi- 
Scotland to Edinburgh! (mayor) of the “Fair City” of Perth Scot- cants in fellowship. 64,350; others under

* * * land. His message appears in one of the regular instruction, 65,428; Baptized since
APART FROM THAT PREAMBLE. “Pictorial Reviews” of the year passed ^Mai^CMfices:’ Toronto, Philadelphia, Lon- 

anv~-acanow'pdgment is due Mr. Lloyd on by friends. What wonder that such don. Melbourne, Shanghai.
Owen for the illustrated and excellent a wish expressed in a publication causes n Paci*?e North-West District Secretary:—
TvhtTk ®n 'hP, ,PJ'aC; R,Ter '» a train of reminis- E?Sh'^w!, VanTouve?
which he gave at the Annual meeting of cent thought. One wonders, does life, Phone: Bay. 1681.
Vancouver Board of Trade. Such a lec- even after the great war, move on in
ture was a fitting supplement to Presi- much the same routine in “tihe dear __
d.-nt McRae’s Report, and capped a mem- Homeland?” Some pictures suggest that CONTENTS
oi able meeting. it does. Here one finds the newspaper- 1

nvnuToi^ A, * work companion of early years, now edi- 1>agc
HE( Al SK^ OF THE CRITICISM sent tor and publisher, like his father before Editorial Notes ................................................ l

’V. 7 onv Vancouver business man. we him. and evidently equally genial, and ,
'nmk it right to emphasize here that bright and beaming as a “Bailie” (alder- Lartoon ~By F" R McTa88art.............................

is magazine is not out to take sides man-magistrate!. Others have trod the Vancouver Hoard of Trade:
politically with any man or party—apart well beaten paths. In public civic ser- President’s Annual Report ... .................. 3
Horn such “Community Service” as we vice. Lord Provost Dewar himself has fol- v u w- .
tÏx În commm/With"11C°Un‘ 1?*^ ,ln !kather’S f°°tSteps as Lord ' Spring (!LsuL b7 Ber'tha Lewis...............

1,1 common with others who put men Forteviot (as he now- is), once occupied April 23rd—By jean Kilby Rorison.............
d mu panics, wv believe the present the same honourable office Lullaby—By Alice M. Winlow .................... 6

■ ho" ni-t.!'rnlote^'Un7bwh™ °nP, °f n,BU' ln ,re,î,eCt!ïg lh,im and ,he eon. Vl,=,l.s G. 1). Roberta..l*o« and Novella, ;
mu, i ,f "ho>,e enter- ditions of life there—not forgetting the By R. l. Reid. K.C............................. . 7

• ai.ii achie\enients in several ways weather!—we wonder how they think of
! T,‘UoXN citizens may be proud. Inci- other parts of the Empire9 Do any of E,lucat,onal Notes—By Spectator .................... 8
n'f’nt 'nrhUb rr/;:r^ hl™ aS a PI°m- ,hink °f US’ in British Columbia Literary Notes-By Roderick Random.......  ...... 9

! Britain . .oU,mbian,who wa8 born for instance, as in the “Colonies.” in that
. i - :ii \t the same time we are con- far-away, rather detached manner not 1 he ays'',e Philosopher:

Ment that Premier Oliver himself would unfamiliar in other vears” Well we v i 1,rep^r and Secondary Education :
t)« among the last men in nkiont x. -_i » ___ ... • 81 • • • ell, we Modern Ffhciency ; The Dewdney Elec-critieism bill, • ! ° t0 tba' sbould not like to express ourselves in t,on Appeal; The Peterson Subsidy Scheme ;

i n ii is inseparable from pub- any form that w ould even remotelv sue- The Next Dominion Election : "Who
1 and ”,he Wayside Philoso- nos, a disposition ,o bo superior In anv l>ar” ,hr '>adie«-................. I«
ins, BiVon"' 1 h PIfromhlm ZambU,W °bJPf,,TWp WIW- a"'l ya*-»'hat mus, Th, Origin of ,h, Canadian Pacific Railway: 
diifi, h. il» edom of comment we say for instance, of the weather' We A Political Retrospect :

• and we alike will allow to any do not advise ANYONE to nrenare In '!> Bis. Honour Judge Iloway. Newpiepdie to Westminster, B. C........................................  13
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Vancouver Board of Trade
President's Annual Report

NOTE.—As a clearly-stated and concise re/iew of Community affairs, including indus­
tries, developments, etc., this report of Mr. J. K. MacRae, President of Vancouver Board of 
Trade, is so notable that we have satisfaction in publishing it verbatim. We leave it in the 

first person, as delivered at the meeting oa 10th March. We believe that not only mem­
bers of the Board of Trade, but many other British Columbia citizens sensible enough to let 
their reading and other interests “begin at home,” will welcome thia complete copy for 
record and reference.—(Editor B. C. M.)

It is my privilege to present for your consid­
eration the 38th Annual Report of the President of 
the Vancouver Board of Trade. In doing so, I will not 
disguise the fact that the past year has in many ways 
been a difficult one, but a review of world and trade 
conditions at the end of 1924 shows us much to he 
thankful for, and gives us good reason for optimism 
for the future.

Since the beginning of 1924 there has been a rise 
in the value of sterling exchange of over fifty points, 
with every indication that it will be stabilized at par 
within a short time. The heavy discount on the Cana­
dian, as against the American dollar, has been elimin­
ated, and we have even seen the Canadian dollar at a 
small premium in the New York market. These factors 
alone must have a stabilizing effect on business condi­
tions in the future.

Canada has her problems to face, problems of 
changed and changing conditions, for which we have 
no precedents to follow for our guidance, and problems 
which can and will only be solved by the united effort 
of all her citizens. It seems to me, however, that many 
of our troubles are of our own making, and if we make 
them, is there any sound reason why we cannot also 
find a remedy for them ?

It is the first duty of each Province to work out 
and overcome its own problems, and difficulties, for 
whatever bring prosperity to one portion is both a 
direct and indirect benefit and gain to the rest of the 
Dominion. In seeking to do this, however, we must 
take care that we do not seek an unfair advantage for 
our own locality, at the expense of the rest of the 
country, for, if we do so, we shall gain nothing, and 
we must surely “pay the piper” in the end.

1 am proud to say that in my experience in the 
Vancouver Board of Trade I have always found that 
it has consistently followed this principle in all its de­
liberations and actions, and I believe that therein 
largely lies the strength of this Board to-day.

I make no apology for declaring that I am an 
optimist, and although I do not wish to weary you 
with statistics, I am going to give you a few figures 
to show you what Canada in general, and this Province 
and City in particular, have done in the past twelve 
months, to prove to you that this optimism is fully jus­
tified.

Before doing so, however, I cannot refrain from 
expressing a thought which has come to me many times 
during the past year. I do not believe that any of us 
yet fully realize what the growth of Vancouver is going 
to be, oi* the extent of the future expansion of her trade 
and commerce, but we must not forget that that growth 
and that expansion will only take place in exact ratio 
to the efforts of each individual citizen. There is a 
solemn duty on each of us to do what we can to help 
our community in some way, no matter how small that 
help may appear to he. There is a wonderful increase 
in the number of men, and especially young men. who 
are taking a keen interest in our community affa rs,

and who are always ready to help in any work1 for the 
general good ; but that number should be added to by 
every man who claims the right and protection of citi­
zenship.

Now for some figures :—
Canada’s Total Foreign

1914 1924
Trade ................... $1,129,744,725 $1,878,807,189

Exports ........................ 478,997,928 1,070,611,61 (>
Imports ....................... 650,746,797 808,195,573
or a favorable trade balance at the end of 1924 of 
$262,416,043, while in 1914 we had an adverse trade 
balance of $171,748,869.

The Dominion Government estimate of the value 
of all field crops in Canada in 1924 is $948,663,400, or 
$49,497,200 greater than in 1923. The total wheat crop 
for 1924 is estimated to be 262,097,000 bushels, being 
212,000,000 bushels less than the banner crop of 1923 ; 
but owing to the high market price, the value of the 
smaller crop of 1924 was $316,934,700, compared with 
$320,362,000 for 1923, or a difference in monev value 
of only $3,427,300.

I will now deal with some of the main items of 
British Columbia’s trade figures :

MANUFACTURING: British Columbia is the
third manufacturing Province in Canada, and the total 
number of industries located in the Province is 2,470. 

The number of employees is 28,700.
The total value of the investments is $210,798,- 
000, and the 1924 production amounted to 
$163,212,000.

MINING: The total mining production in 1924 
was $45,116,285, being an increase of $3,811,965 over 
1923 production, and there are many indications of a 
continued increase and a rapidly growing interest in 
this one of our most important industries.

LUMBER PRODUCTION for 1924 was 1,235,000,- 
000 feet. It is worthy of note that the Provincial Legis­
lature has amended the Royalty Act so that the royalty 
payable o the Crown has been stabilized for a period 
of ten years.

SHINGLE OUTPUT for 1924 was 2,200,000,000 
shingles.

PULP AND PAPER production was approximately 
$16,000,000.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION for 1924 was 
$61,000,000, according to Government estimate.

FISHING : The Salmon pack for 1924 was 1,745,- 
313 cases, compared to 1,341,699 cases in 1923. The 1924 
pack was the largest salmon pack in the history of the 
industry.

The Halibut catch for 1924 was 32,200,700 pounds, 
compared to 30.000,000 pounds in 1923.

For the City of Vancouver the following returns 
arc instructive :

Bank Clearings: 1924—$803,051,359.
1923— 750,693,482

Building Returns : 1924—$ 6,230,774
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These figures would he doubled d we include the 
area of Greater Vancouver.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS: Imports, $201,011,- 
010. compared to $224,000,000 in 1923. Exports, $169,- 
013,963, compared to approximately $133,000,000 in 
1923.

CUSTOMS DUTIES: 1924-^$!4.098,717.94
POST OFFICE: $1,135,000.
SHIPPING: There are 42 regular steamship lines 

operating out of the Port. 1009 deep-sea vessels enter­
ed the Port during 1924, as compared with 807 in 1923.

The gross tonnage was 14,473,518, over one million 
tons in excess of 1923.

In view of these figures, gentlemen, is there any 
reason for pessimism or doubt as to the future? I say 
there is not.

I will now deal briefly with the work of the Board. 
You have already had the reports of the various Bur­
eaux Chairmen published in the Board of Trade News; 
so I will just touch on some of the more important 
happenings of the past year which are of general inter­
est :—

HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT: A great deal of 
construction work has been done in the way of im­
proving and increasing the facilities of our Port and 
still more is under way. The additional grain eleva­
tor accommodation and improved handling and load­
ing facilities have provided us with the means neces­
sary for handling a very large quantity of grain with 
speed and cheapness. During the crop year ending 
3()th September, 1924, 55,873,788 bushels of grain were 
shipped through this Port, hut owing to the very re­
duced crop in the Western Provinces we will not ship 
anything like that amount this year. However, we are 
to-day, with our increased facilities, in a much better 
position, and we can confidently look forward to the 
time when all the grain from the greater portion of 
the Western Provinces will find its way through its 
natural outlet—the Port of Vancouver. The Second 
Narrows Bridge is nearing completion, and work on 
the C. P. R.’s massive new pier is being rapidly pushed 
forward. It is also worthy of note that within the 
next sixty days five new modern passenger vessels 
specially built for our Coastal trade will arrive in 
Vancouver to ply from this Port.

PEACE RIVER DEVELOPMENT: Continued 
pressure has at last resulted in a declaration from the 
Federal Government that they are prepared to seriously 
consider some definite plan for railway communication 
to this territory, and the Presidents of the Canadian 
Nat dual and Canadian Pacific Railways are at the 
present time conferring on recommendations to he 
made to the Government. It has been a long struggle,

it your hoard has never relaxed its pressure upon 
important matter. The great possibilities of this

I'/ ivy as the centre of a tremendous colonization 
v'/ :-ve incalculable, and the ultimate value wlv'eh 
’bi< 1 i i-vtion will he to the ('oast cannot ht* esti­
mated.

<>KA\ \GAN : You Board has continued to lend as- 
Ms1,u/'' " the fruit growers and 1 am pleased to tell 
•xou that --nidifions in that territory look more favor- 
m-ie to-uay than for sonie time past.

NATIONAL ECONOMY': Your Board, together 
ivger Boards throughout Canada, joined in 

-i <l'elegatmu urging kipon the Prime Minister the need
w itii the

' ! tl-e utmost economy in public expenditures.
1ULK.111 RATES: As in previous years, y 

l-'ard gave the strongest support to British Colum- 
"a s , ilsv bu- equalization, and the thanks 0f the en-

ou r

tire membership are due to the Provincial Government 
for the manner in which they have consistently kept 
up the pressure. It was at the instigation of this Board 
and other organizations that they took the case up, 
and we are at last beginning to feel that some results 
are in sight. In the Hon. H. A. McKeown, K.C., the 
Board of Railway Commissioners have a capable and 
fearless chairman, and you will all remember the mes­
sage that he left with us on his last visit to Vancouver. 
He is an avowed enemy of unjust discrimination, and 
we sincerely believe that he and his Board will find 
a practical solution of this question.

GRAIN RATES: Bô|h at the hearings of the 
Board of Grain Commissioners and the Dominion Royal 
Commission on Grain Questions, your Board was re­
presented with other organizations in pressing Van­
couver’s claims.

CROW’S NEST PASS AGREEMENT : Your Board 
realizing that the above Agreement was due to come 
into effect in July of last year made representations 
to Ottawa, urging for a further suspension of these 
rates for a period of two years, or until such time as the 
whole question could be fully investigated by an inde­
pendent and impartial tribunal. Nothwithstanding the 
attitude of British Columbia the Agreement was allow­
ed to come into effect. After this Act again became 
law, it was discovered by certain parts of Canada, both 
East and West, that very serious discriminations were 
involved, and the Board of Railway Commissioners, 
in subsequent hearings, set aside the Agreement, ex­
cept that portion dealing with grain. The question 
was then taken to the Supreme Court of Canada, and 
by its recent decision the Crow’s Nest Pass Agreement 
has been held to b in force, but only as applying to 
those points of origin and destination to and from 
which railway lines were actually operating in 1897, 
the year the Agreement was entered into. This leaves 
the situation in such a chaotic and anomalous posi­
tion that the Federal parliament must take early action 
to remedy it.

CUSTOMS OFFICER AT NEW YORK: This 
question remains in abeyance, and although a Customs 
Officer has been appointed at New York his certificates 
are limited to shipments of Canadian goods sailing in 
British bottoms. A great improvement is noticed, how­
ever, in the sailings of the Canadian Government Mar­
ine vessels from Montreal and St. John and Halifax 
to \ ancouver. These vessels, together with the Kirk­
wood .Line, are now giving a little better than a monthly 
sailing. If this can be still further improved, and the 
rates now quoted can be kept as they are, nothing 
would please British Columbia better than to be able 
to ship all her goods by an All-Canadian route and by 
All-1 anadian or British vessels. I would recommend 
that this question be closely watched during the coming 
year.

HORSE RAGING: The Horse Racing program in 
am ouver and \ ictoria had assumed such proportions 

thaï your Board decided to make representations and 
upon a report of a special committee a resolution was 
adopted calling upon the Government to so restrict 
same as to make it impossible for the past unsat’sfae- 
toi \ and uneconomic conditions to continue. The legis­
lative. as you know, limited the number of davs racing 
to 44, and to certain tracks, and this action, I feel, 
is satisfactory to the majoritv of our people

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX: Notwithstanding 
tie pressure brought to bear, the Provincial Govern­
ment. for economic reasons, have so far been unable to 
e "innate this method of taxation, but we still contend 
that it is unsound in principle and should be entrelv 
abolished.
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TOWN-PLANNING HILL: A bill has now betu 
prepared and the Government has consented to make 
it law at the next session ol* parliament. The long 
tight for this necessary legislation is about ended, and 
I am confident that the Government will bring same 
into effect.

GREATER VANCOUVER : Considerable pro­
gress has been made during the past year in the devel­
opment of the idea of an amalgamation of the adja­
cent municipalities with the City of Vancouver. This 
year will see South Vancouver taken into the City, 
and it should not be long before some at least of the 
other Municipalities also decide to join in.

PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN EXCURSION: A 
very successful excursion of the members of the Board 
was made over the line of the P. G. E. Railway, and 
to those Members wTho had never made the trip, the 
tour was a distinct revelation. The citizens of the vari­
ous sections visited vied with each other in making 
our trip both interesting and instructive. It is pro­
posed to visit central British Columbia this summer 
with a large party of members, covering the terr tory 
from Prince Rupert to Prince George and returning 
by Cariboo.

NEWr ZEALAND AND SOUTH SEAS EXHIBI­
TION : Through the courtesy of the II011. Downie Stew­
art, Minister of Industries and Commerce of New Zea­
land, your Board has been invited to send six delegates 
to the above Exhibition. The Newr Zealand Govern­
ment on the arrival of the representatives, will act as 
hosts on a six weeks visit through the North and South 
Islands. The invitation has been accepted, and full 
particulars can be secured from the Secretary.

CAPILANO CANYON: It is with great pleasure 
that I am able to report that through the generosity 
and public-spiritedness of the British Columbia Elec­
tric Railway Co. and their President, Mr. George Kidd, 
this wonderful beauty spot has been handed over 
to this Board to be held by us in trust for the people 
of Greater Vancouver for all time. The property con­
sists of approximately 150 acres, and covers and pro­
tects both canyons and the intervening river. Our 
thanks are also due to the Municipality of the District 
of North Vancouver, wrho have declared as a Park area 
a portion of adjoining land belonging to them which 
was required to complete the protection of one por­
tion of the Park. A trust fund has been provided by 
your members and a commitee of management has 
been appointed to administer the trust.

INDUSTRIAL BUREAU : Your Council has felt 
for some time that there is a great need in our City for 
a central bureau where relibale information could be 
obtained and circulated for the purpose of assisting 
in the establishment and development of new indus­
tries. With this end in view* we approached the City 
Council for assistance and found them very sympa­
thetic to our proposals and thoroughly alive to the 
value of the proposition, and I feel confident that in 
a Ay?rv short time we will be able to report the estab­
lishment of this very essential bureau, with financial 
aid from the City Council.

Your Board during the year had the pleasure of 
entertaining amongst others. President E. W. Beatty, 
Vice-President D. C. Coleman, and a party of Directors 
<>f the Canadian Pacific Railway: Mr. D. R. Clarke and 
a party of visiting officials of the Bank of Montreal 
the Honourable H. A. McKeown, K. C., Chairman of 
the Board of Railway Commissioners, and Mr. Frank 
Oliver of the same Board; Mr. J. A. P. Edgecombe, of 
the Department of Overseas Trade of Great Britain : 
Mr. A. O. Dawson. President of the Montreal Board

(Concluded on page six)
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Mr. W. E. PAYNE,
Secretary, Vancouver Board of Trade

“Only those who have worked closely with him have auy 
conception of the value of his services, or of the amount .of 
work wihich he performs in the interest of the Board and of 
the City of Vancouver.”

That quotation, taken from the Presideht’s report, hardly 
needs to be supplemented, but it may be timely to incorpor­
ate here a few facts gleaned by us concerning Secretary 
Payne. “W.E.” came from Newcastle-on-Tyne. in the Gram­
mar School of w’hich he had his initial education. His busi­
ness training was begun with Joicy & Co., coal operators 
(Lord Joicy’s firm), and continued with Sir Charles Parsons 
& Co., turbine manufacturers. He came to Vancouver in 1909, 
and Joined the Board of Trade as an assistant under the 
Secretaryship of the late Mr. William Skene. In 1912, Mr. 
W. A. Blair succeeded Mr. Skene, but when Mr. Blair, in 1918, 
went to London, Mr. Payne was appointed secretary.

Though still in the prime of young manhood—he looks 
about 35, and it is surprising to learn that he can claim to 
have entered the “forties”—there is reason to believe that, 
with ihis fifteen years of continuous connection with the Board, 
he is, in point of years of service, the senior among Canadian 
Board of Trade secretaries.

In comparing notes with him as to how British Columbia 
came to be his second homeland, we learned that an uncle 
of Mr. Payne’s, a mining engineer, who visited Britain, con­
veyed such an impression of Canada to “W.E.”, that he forth­
with made plans to follow the familiar advice “Go West!”

The BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY does not approve 
of flattery, but believes in passing on due compliments when 
men are here to receive them. We therefore take this oppor­
tunity of adding that Mr. Payne is not only, as his portrait 
suggests, more than “presentable” in appearance, but is one 
of those good-natured men who are never too busy to be 
friendly and obliging in intercourse with their fellows.

Crowded with details of secretarial work—as all really 
active secretaries must be—Mr. Payne is fortunate in having 
for his right-hand men. Messrs. Herbert Beeman and W. G. 
Welsford, who, with their assistants, radiate the goodwill and 
extend the willing service characteristic of the Board’s busy 
office. Mr. Beeman, as readers of this Magazine may remem­
ber. is one of those men who. from minutes of meetings and 
other business cares, finds relief and recreation in literature, 
and his own ventures in verse and prose alike are notable 
for their humour.

As will have been noticed from the daily press, Mr. Payqe 
will, this month, accompany the new President of the Board 
of Trade, Mr. A. M. Dollar, to Ottawa, where they will act 
as representatives of Vancouver Board in connection with 
various questions of interest to Western Canada.

(D.A.C.)
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of Trade ; Sir Mavnard Hedstrom, and the Hon. Mr. 
Rushton, of Fiji ; "a party of forty Australian cadets 
returning from the British Empire Exhibition, and the 
victorious “All Blacks” Rugby Football team of New 
Zealand.

The Board lost through death the following mem­
bers: Messrs. T. P. Wilson, John Barnsley, (). Bow­
man, 1). Downie, D. GraW, Dr. R. II: Mullin; Messrs.
J. E. Powis, Wm. Ralph, E. E. Rand and O. ^ . Russell.

I would also take this opportunity of referring 
to the very great loss that this Province sustained in 
the death of the late Mr. F. C. Wade, Agent-General for 
British Columbia in London. Mr. Wade s good work 
for the Province and the Dominion is widely known, 
and his services to many of our members will be long 
remembered.

FINANCES OF THE BOARD: You will have 
noticed from the “News” the healthy condition of the 
Board’s finances. A great deal of the credit for this 
happy situation is due to the Board's Finance Com­
mittee, under the Chairmanship of Mr. R. Kerr lioul- 
gate. When the Board moved into its present quar­
ters, it involved an expenditure of over $3,000 of the 
Board’s Reserve. EndingMast. month, your Finance 
Committee, by setting aside à sum of money every 
month from Current Revenue*, have been successful in 
placing back in the Surplus Account of the Board the 
entire sum so borrowed, and a few days ago they had 
the pleasure of purchasing Bonds of the value of $3,000 
for that purpose.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD: The present 
membership of the Board is 1,190, and you will he grati­
fied to know that nearly 900 of this number have paid 
their dues for the current half year.

In conclusion, 1 wish to thank the Council and 
the whole individual membership for the loyal and 
whole-hearted support and assistance which they have 
at all times given during the past year to the work of 
the Board, and to myself as its nominal head. For 
vour incoming president I confidently bespeak that 
same support. In Mr. Dollar I am glad to say that you 
have a president upon whom you can safely rely to 
live up to the best traditions of the Vancouver Board 
of Trade, and one as to whose ability to carry on the 
good work there can be no question.

I also wish once again to pay a tribute to the abil­
ity and loyalty of your Secretary Mr. W. E. Payne. 
Only those who have worked closely with him have 
any conception of the value of his services, or the 
amount of work which he performs in the interest of 
Board and of the City of Vancouver. 1 wish person­
ally to thank him and each member of his very efficient 
staff for the assistance which they have given to me 
and for the loyal manner in which they have carried 
out their duties during the past year.

One word more and I am finished. A year ago 
t«might when I had the honour of being sworn in as 
your President, I gave a solemn pledge that I would 
a' all times fulfil the duties of my office to the best of 
u y ability. 1 little knew then what those duties in­
volved. and if 1 have at times fallen short in my efforts

» carry out that pledge. I can only ask you to believe 
’hat 1 have failed through lack of ability and not 
through 'ark of desire or effort on my part.

GEO. T. WADDS
PHOTOGRAPHER

VANCOUVER BLOCK 
736 Granville Street

\ aiKouver. B. C. Seymour 1002
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Verse by Western Writers
SPRING GOSSIP
(By Bertha Lewis)

I know the way Spring went last night,
This morn the hanks where the streamlet races,
And the hillside up to the wooded height 
Glitters with spangles spilled from her gown. 
Tonight she will try to hide her traces 
And turn the gold to dandelion down.
1 know who attended Spring last night,
Kissed her cheek with airy graces.
Plucked spangles off with fingers light,
And skipped away lest she should frown—
Is Spring bafflled now her torn laces 
Tell the tale to the gaping town ?
To-night she will try to hide her traces 
And turn the gold to dandelion down.

APRIL 23rd.
(By Jean Kilby Rorison)

In Stratford’s leafy lanes the cuckoo calls,
The Avon winds through meadows all ablow,

The lark sings on, and when the evening falls 
The nightingale will tell his tale of woe.

These Shakespeare heard in the sweet April weather 
By many “a bank whereon the wild thyme grows,” 

When he and love and Spring were young together, 
And in Life’s garden—Anne the fairest rose.

A little dust lies in the churchyard grey,
Death hath no power to still that mighty mind; 

Like an unfading Spring he lives, to-day 
And for all time the joy of humankind.

O Star of all the poets God hath sent,
None shines like thee in England’s firmament.

LULLABY.
(By Alice M. Winlow.)

0 sleep that closes baby’s eyes 
Whence come you when the day is done?
1 come from shadowed forest paths 
Where shining silver webs are spun.
1 tiptoe in among the trees 
And gather webs of silk and mist,
And these 1 dip in moonlit pools,
And so sweet eyes a-dream are kissed.
O sleep that kisses baby’s eyes
Whence conies the smile on her sweet lips?
1 come from where the crescent moon 
A finger of light to th’ water dips.
Slender and curved to points of flame,
In summer seas her radiant youth 
Lovelier seemed, and as she passed—
1 caught her smile for baby’s mouth.

IT amatco
LAMINATED MATERIALS CO., LTD. 

New Westminster, B. C.
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Charles G, D. Roberts, Poet and Novelist
(Bv R. L. Reid, K.C.)

Canadian Literature in the early 
eighties was at low tide. Sangster 
and Mair had ceased to sing: Story­
tellers like Mrs. Leprohon and Mrs. 
Ross had finished their work : Most 
of what wras being written was com­
ing from those who had been immi­
grants from the old land, whose 
ideas were adapted to the surround­
ings of their old home. Suddenly 
there came a clear call to Canada 
and Canadians ; a call that thrilled 
the young blood of the day ; a call 
that was answered by those who 
heard it and resulted in what a 
prominent writer on Canadian Lit­
erature calls “the First Renaissance 
in Canadian Literature.”

This call came from a young Pro­
fessor of Literature in Kings College, 
in Windsor, Nova Scotia, C. I). G. 
Roberts by name. He was not 
a Nova Scotian by birth, but a 
native of the sister Province, New 
Brunswick. Horn in Fredericton in 
I860, of Loyalist ancestry, the son of 
a clergyman, he received his educa­
tion in the picturesque old Capital. 
After graduation he taught school 
for some little time, and later wasedi- 
tor of “The Week,” in which thetirst 
poems of Archibald Lampman ap­
peared. He then accepted an ap­
pointment at King's College 
which he held for many years, car­
rying out his professional duties and 
in addition doing an enormous 
amount of writing, both in prose and 
verse. After leaving King's, he went 
to New York for some years and 
thence to London. He took his part 
in the Great War, although well 
along in life, and now he is coming 
hack to Canada to renew old ac­
quaintance and to make new friends 
among those who had not the privi­
lege of knowing him when he was a 
resident of his native land.

Roberts has excelled both in poet­
ry and pose ; in poetry in his young­
er days ; in prose in later years. In 
view of his approaching visit it may 
he opportune to make a short review 
of Iris writings as a preface to his ap­
pearance on the platform.

1 lis earliest work was in verse. In 
1880 he published “Orion." a vol­
ume principally classical studies, hut 
including some poems with a Cana­
dian flavor. Dr. Logan very prop­
erly calls it “an academic exercise in 
verse.” And yet it was distinctly 
superior, especially in technique, to 
the current Canadian verse of the 
day. In 1887 he published “In 
Divers Tones.” In this appears, 
with other Canadian themes, the

poem “Canada” which stirred the 
blood of young Canada from Sydney 
to Victoria. There are few readers 
of that time who did not feel a thrill 
of patriotic pride when they read :
“O Child of Nations, giant-limbed 
Who stand’st among the nations 

now
Unheeded, unadored, unhymned, 
With unanointed brow,—
How long the ignoble sloth, how 

long
The trust in greatness not thine 

own ?
Surely the lion's brood is strong 
To front the world alone !

“The Saxon force, the Celtic fire, 
These are thy manhood’s heritage ! 
Why rest with babes and slaves? 

Seek higher
The place of race and age.

“But thou, my country, dream not 
thou !

Wake, and behold how might is 
done—

How on thy breast, and o'er thy 
browr,

Bursts the uprising sun!”
It has been called “Magnilo­

quent.” Perhaps it is. Youth, in its 
freshness and passion is apt to be. 
But it had and has a tremendous ap­
peal and would that we had more of 
the same kind of magniloquence in 
Canada today.

Then followed “The Book of the 
Native” and “Songs of the Common 
Day,” full of the common life and 
soul of the Maritime Provinces, sim­
ple and true and beautiful poems that 
no lover of Canada can fail to read 
and re-read and appreciate. Roberts 
is at his best in these. He knew the 
life and the people, and he feels their 
joys and their sorrows as no other 
writer has done. One that is most 
striking in its stark terseness is his: 
AN EPITAPH FOR A HUSBANDMAN

“He that would rise 
Before the crowing cocks,—
No more lifts his eyes,
Whoever knocks.

“He that before the stars 
Would call the cattle home,—
They linger at the bars 
For him to come:

“He at whose hearty calls 
The farmstead woke again,
The Horses in their stalls 
Expect in vain.

“Busy and blithe and bold 
He labored for the morrow,—
The plow his hands would hold 
Rusts in the furrow.

“His fields he had to leave,
His orchards cool and dim ;
The clods he used to cleave 
Now cover him.

“But the green, growing things 
Lean kindly in his sleep 
While roots and wandering strings. 
Closer they creep.

“Because he loved them long 
And with them bore his part 
Tenderly now they throng 
About his heart.”

His “New York 
Nocturnes,” written when he resided 
in that city, fail to reach the sheer 
beauty and force of h^s Maritime 
Province themes.

He soon turned to prose. The 
early history of the country around 
Windsor fascinated him and he pub­
lished a cycle of novels dealing with 
the French in Acadia, “The Forge in 
the Forest,” a study of Abbe Le Lou­
tre, sometimes called “The Black 
Abbe,” the opponent to English rule 
in Acadia ; “A Sister to Evangel­
ine;” “The Prisoner of Madamoi- 
selleand “The Raid from Beause- 
jour.” They were not a great suc­
cess, not so much perhaps from the 
writer's lack of skill, for they are 
well written, hut more because they 
had no great appeal to those who 
had not some knowledge of the his­
torical setting in which the tales 
were placed.

He soon found the setting which 
did appeal. A lover of the woods 
from his boyhood, he began a series 
of tales of the denizens of the forest. 
These had an appeal to everyone 
arid as Dr. Logan says : “In imagin­
ative sweep and artistic structure 
they are supreme creations. As ex­
amples of a literary prose style they 
stand almost alone in their particu­
lar field of fiction.

The first published was “Earth’s 
Enigmas” (1896), and this has been 
followed by a great number of 
others all of which have had an enor­
mous circulation. Roberts has an 
uncanny knack of picking good 
titles, titles that appeal to the imag­
ination. To name just a few ; “The 
Kindred of the Wild;*’ “The Watch­
ers of the Trails“The Feet of the 
Furtive ;” “The Haunters of the 
Silences,” etc.

Roberts will be with us in April. 
We will all be glad to see him and 
to welcome to our city one who has 
been in his hooks, our friend for 
many years. His visit will be an in­
spiration to our growing body of 
writers in Vancouver and afford 
great pleasure to those who, though 
not themselves the servants of the 
pen. love good literature and espe­
cially that which sheds lustre on our 
beloved Canada.
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Educational Notes
(By Spectator)

We British ('olwmhians are surely a wise and un­
derstanding people, and to us it is given to look upon 
our simple-minded neighbours to the South with con­
descension and pity. Brother Jonathan says in his 
simplicity, “My children shall not look upon the wine 
when it is red ; my children shall grow up a sober 
people..’’ We British Columbians have chosen the
more excellent way. We go to the polls, and as free­
born citizens choose our wisest to represent us. to 
speak for us, to act for us. in our historic Wit an. our 
assembly of the wise men at Victoria. And what is 
the r highest wisdom, their rendering ol “(Jet wis­
dom, get understanding ?" It is this: “Patronize 
liquor if you want more funds for education, f you 
want more funds for hospitals : the more money you 
spend on strong drink as private citizens, the more 
money will flow into the public treasury: practice 
drinking until you can drink enough, and we may be 
able to abolish taxation altogether.”

Meanwhile thousands and ten thousands of our 
own simple-minded people push their way across the 
barrier to tin* South, that they too may he reckoned 
with the simple-minded sons of Jonathan. Shall we 
not rejoice in their, going ; shall we not speed them on 
their way, these children of Canada, blind to their 
own highest interests, these deserters from the ood- 
ly Land where Old King Alcohol holds eminent do­
main, these faint-hearted refugees from country, home 
and duty?

* # #

Mr. Herbert Cray, the “Henry Drummond of this 
generation,” calls attention to two evils of present 
day college life ; first distraction, or dissipation of 
vitality by touching lightly a multitude of things ; sec­
ond, a soft docility of mind, a mind undisciplined, 
ready to be amused, to listen listlessly, to reject noth­
ing but that which is hard, lie goes on to say that 
men and women who for four years think chiefly about 
dances, athletics, societies and gossip are not the citi­
zens our country needs.

Happily there is a saving remnant, possibly in 
college halls; certainly outside of these cloisters ol 
learning. pAtramural courses leading to universit\ 
degrees, are now provided by numbers of the foremost 
universities of the continent. The extramural studen 
must almost of necessity deny himself the pleasures o 
distraction, the dissipation of vitality by touching 
tightly a multitude of things. 1 lis pursuit of athletic 
must be in moderation, not in excess; dances, societie: 
iud gossip must for the most part be forgotten ; In 
w'■ ' would reach the goal and win the prize mus 

ni “to scorn delights and live laborious days.” aye 
i ci laborious nights as well.

Again, one who is forced to wrestle by himscl 
v'1 ' 1 subjects of a university course, with the dee] 
: “mgs >f the mind, is not likely to retain for an. 
'' 111 "’ time “a soft docility of mind, a mind midis 

roughness of mental fibre will be develop 
'J ">' the daily mental effort and labor necessary i; 
s 'd‘ a m mil nt, it he is to succeed, just as surely as th 
' ’ 1 dni and dainty tapering lingers are lost to th
mai who tor six days in the week wields pick an 
shovel, so that in the sweat of his brow he 
nis dailv bread. mav e

In these days in Vancouver we hear much of city­
planning and of the proposed civic centre. City-plan­
ning in Vancouver is forty years overdue ; but, better 
late than never. Much good work can still be done. 
Real estate offices are by no means an institution out­
worn; the vacant lot is still with us; the grass-grown 
street allowance still tempts the vagrant goaty

The civic centre ; where shall it be? The Central 
School grounds are, in the minds of many, the site most 
suitable for a noble city hall. The choice may be ideal ; 
but two things must be remembered. In the first place 
the Central School grounds are not the property of 
the Municipality of Vancouver, nor yet of the Van­
couver School Board. These grounds are the property 
of the Province of British Columbia.

In the second place, granting that the provincial 
government is ready to surrender to the city its right, 
title, and interest in and to the Central School grounds 
and buildings, we must not forget to ask ourselves what 
is to he done with the seven or eight hundred children 
iii attendance at this school. Before crowding these 
little ones out of the home that has sheltered them so 
long, we must prepare for them classrooms, as many 
and as commodious, as those now in use, and play­
grounds just as extensive. In addition these must be 
very near the present site.

To move the school to the Cambie street block, 
facing the drill hall, is a solution not altogether satis­
factory. We have already, for grownups weary and 
worn in body and mind, far too little breathing and 
playing space in the middle of the city, and it would 
be a thousand pities and a civic calamity to surrender 
thoughtlessly any part of the little we have. A civic 
centre by all means : by all means a noble city hall, a 
museum, an art gallery, a public library. But, now

Your Telephone Bill
The most convenient way to pay your 

account is to mail us a cheque.

British Columbia Telephone Company

Vancouver Grammar School
1409 BEACH AVENUE, Vancouver, B. C.

J. LOCKINGTON, Principal
I he number of Daily Boarders and Day Boys received 

is limited to 20 to 25. the Sons of Gentlemen in Business
and Professional life.

1 lie entrance ages of 9 and 10 are best for the steady 
progress through the Three Years Interesting Courses for 
1 H ; e>.ond 'l ear High School Subjects: Divinity. Mathe­
matics. Lngtish. French. Latin. Canadian History. Litera­
ture and Drawing
' ^ having been for Twelve Years a Junior High
°.° R°v Scholars have won and are still winning 

ç , iro)\mii Lfficiency Records" for good character. 
.Vholarship and sportsmanship.

l arge School and Playgrounds: Drill and Games. 
Corner Broughton and Beach Phone: Seymour 8701
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that we have sinned away forty golden years* let us 
not plunge recklessly “in médias res * * ; let us look and 
th nk all around the question, with our eyes on the 
distant future as well as on the absorbing present. Let 
us not be sorry only once, a once that may endure for 
generations, nay, for centuries.

• * *

The visit to our city, some time ago, of Sir Henry 
Newbolt, Sir Michael Sadler and Sir Baden Powell, un­
der the auspices of the National Council of Education 
in Citizenship, was an inspiration and an uplift to many 
a man, woman, boy and girl privileged to hear them. 
The very recent visit, under the auspices of the same 
society, of Dr. Patou, for twenty years headmaster of 
the Manchester Boys’ Grammar School, was no less an 
inspiration and an uplift. A week’s round of address­
es, in which there was the repetition of scarcely a sen­
tence, left the impression of a mind packed with wis­
dom, rather than with information, a thoroughly train­
ed understanding, the almost all-seeing eye, a heart 
tender as a woman’s, with practical sympathy, and a 
straightforwardness and courage marking the noble 
fighter in the battles of a people’s true freedom and 
true life. So long as the Old Land produces a saving 
remnant of men such as these visitors and guests, there 
is hope for the Mother Country, hope for the Empire, 
and hope for the world.

Among perhaps minor matters touched upon in Dr. 
Patou’s addresses was the subject of school buildings. 
In this connection lie made hold to say that our view 
ot education was undergoing such changes that no one 
could prophesy the kind of building most suited to the 
needs of teachers and pupils a generation hence. There- 
iore in Britain buildings of one story wiith temporary 
dividing walls, were at present being erected, so that 
at any time and at slight expense the interior could 
he made over to suit new conditions and new demands.

Hr. Patou stressed also the need for playgrounds 
of sufficient area, lie considered Vancouver’s present 
provision of these quite inadequate. This amazed him 
in a young country and in a young city where vacant 
space is so much in evidence. In the congested cities 
of England tar more generous provision for schoolboy 
and school girl recreation is constantly being made. 
Meanwhile, through Vancouver’s neglect of opportun­
ity the time is fast approaching when our schools wifi 
he much larger and our playgrounds much smaller 
than those we see around us at present. Let us devout­
ly pray that the city-planning commission may have 
eyes to see, hearts to feel, and courage and force suffi­
cient to make right ideals prevail in a city that should 
he, in the centuries to come, one of the loveliest gems 
on the bosom of our beautiful Mother Earth.

Literary Notes
By Roderick Random.

President Burpee, of the Canadian have recently been published,the first 
Authors’ Association, is making use 4* Headwaters of Canadian Litera- 
of the radio for the promotion of turc” by Dr. Archibald Mac Meehan, 
one of the objects of that organiza- and “Highways of Canadian Litera- 
tion, the stimulation of the reading ture,” by Dr. J. 1). Logan and Don- 
of good literature and more espe- aid French. Both works were re- 
eially that of our own country. He viewed by John Garvin in a recent 
will cover a wide range, grouping “Bookman,” and criticised some- 
the books he deals with under such what freely. In a later number. Pro­
headings as — Romantic Quebec— fessor MacMechan. in a short letter. 
Books for Boys — The Lure of the hits back and objects to Mr. Garvin 
Rockies — Lives of Great Canadians disqualifying him as a critic because 
—Down by the Sea — Notable Cana- lie is a professor. He writes : “Ilis 
dian Verse— Canadian Humor—The syllogism runs :
Spirit of Ontario, etc.

• *
All professors are frumps. 
MacMeehan is a Professor. 
Therefore he is a Frump.

Q.E.D.”
* * *-

The Canadian poet and novelist.
Charles G. D. Roberts, is now on his 
way West, on a lecturing and read­
ing tour which will land him in Van- Apropos ot professors, that is an 
couver sometime in April. He has interesting series ot reviews being 
been accorded an enthusiastic recep- published weekly in the “Daily Pro- 
tion evervwhere in the East, where vinee hv Professor Sedgwick of our 
he is, of course, among his own prop- own Fniversity. Whatever laymen 
pie, although since the war. he has may say in derogation of the critical 
been living in England. He has pro- powers of gentlemen of his prmes- 
duced a considerable body of poetry sion they have trained minds and 
of a high quality and a number of some power of analytical judgmriit. 
novels. As a writer of animal stor- One ot the most noted books ot 
ies, he was a pioneer in the field. Ilis literary criticism recently published 
visit here is looked forward to with is “Taking tin* Literary Pulse” by 
much interest and if his recital prov- Joseph ( oil ins, which deals in a big 
es as popular as did that of his cous- way with some ot the most popular 
in. Bliss Carman, a year or so ago, he American writers, such as Sherwood 
will have no cause to complain of the Anderson. Frank Swinnerton. Edith 
welcome he receives. Wharton. Agnes Repplier and others.

* • • | This book follows Up the success
Two important contributions to which was achieved by I In* Doetor 

the literature of criticism in Canada^Looks at Literature and both books

are to be highly recommended to 
anyone who :s interested in the trend
of present day letters.

*’ • •

Dr. Lome Pierce, editor for the 
Ryerson Press, has just made a visit 
to the Coast. We understand that 
his memorial volume on Marjorie 
Pickthall is now in the press and 
will soon be available. This is a de 
luxe edition, very beautifully bound 
and illustrated and will be of the 
greatest interest to those who know 
and admire the poet’s work, as well 
as to collectors of Canadiana.

• • •

Dr. R. G. Mac Beth is to be con­
gratulated on the appearance of his 
new history of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, which is now in the hook 
stores. I have not been able to read 
it as yet. but have just glanced 
through the volume and it is cer­
tainly a fine example of book-mak- 
irg. li deed, the publishers, The 
Ryerson Press, claim that in point 
of format, it is one of the best that 
has ever been put out by their firm.

• # #

Robert Watson, formerly of Van­
couver and now the editor of “The 
Beaver.” the organ issued by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, who has his 
headquarters in-Winnipeg, has just 
published a small paper-covered book 
whieh gives a good account in rhyme 
of all the fur-bearing animals in Can­
ada. The book was brought out by 

(Concluded on page sixteen)
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The Wayside Philosopher
ABRACADABRA

THE PREMIER AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.
The Honourable John Oliver in his address at the 

formal opening of the Lord Byng High School took 
the position, first, that there was too much book-learn­
ing as he called it, in the secondary schools and, 
secondly, that those who received University educa­
tions should hear the cost of them.

That the Premier is a man of ability is shown by 
the career he has had, politically and otherwise, in 
British Columbia.

One would naturally expect to rather find him 
conscious of his shortcomings and inclined to empha­
size the value and necessity of what is sometimes call­
ed secondary education.

Usually we appreciate those things we have been 
denied. It is, however, probably the fact that, not hav­
ing had an education himself, the Premier is only able 
to judge of education by its commercial or, what 
some would call it, its practical value,—and therefore 
he does not understand the real value of education 
and cannot rightly gauge its value and effects.

Even from the standpoint of practical or commer­
cial value, probably lie is unacquainted with the ac­
tual case for the University men. Perhaps it would 
surprise him greatly to find that, in all lines of en­
deavour in which they are interested, University men 
have an earning power altogether disproportionate to 
their numbers and far in excess of that of their less 
fort unate eompet itors.

Take the Premier's own line of labour,—farming.
and lie will not go far into the statistics of agricul­
tural incomes in the Dominion of Canada, before he 
finds that the income of the University-trained farmer 
constitutes a considerable total, in percentage, of the 
total agricultural incomes, whereas their number is 
relatively a comparatively small one.

The writer is unacquainted with the facts regard­
ing University men engaged in agriculture in British 
Columbia, but is quite confident that an investigation 
into the facts of the case would show that the afore­
said educated farmers of British Columbia are earning 
at least double the income that their numbers would 
warrant, and that if there are 10 per cent, of the far­
mers of British Columbia University-trained and edu­
cated. they are earning 20 per cent, of the total return 
to farmers in the Province. At that they would only 
be maintain ng the average of what University-trained 
farmers are doing throughout Canada.

Turning to other occupations we find the case still 
stronger in favour of the University-trained man. 
Win n the writer graduated from his Alma Mater years 
i'jm. the Westinghouse Electrical Company had the 

I o!ir\ of looking for practical men. University gradu­
ates wore at a decided discount, and found it hard to 
« tain a position with it. One has only to look at 

1 s oolirx today, and the percentage of Universitv 
graduates in those lines that were formerly closed, or 
1'iai t rally closed'to them, to see that the Universitv 
giaduale has been abb* to take care of himself in the 
h <s thr.i-et ical lines of electrical industry.

i' the Premier wishes a further illustration. V-t 
1111 11 t" rail roading which was for years so much
’he stamping-ground" of the practical man that the 
. ''a " a 1 juversit \ graduate being able to hold his own 
n such a !.. Id was thought too trifling to be worth at- 

I is true that, in this department of work. 
'•*' l>ra,‘,MNli m;ni ’•"till holds a large portion of the field

but step by step his regime has been “cribbed, cabined 
and confined,” until today, even in railway work, 
there is no particular portion in which he can say with 
assurance “I hold this field for all time to come, no 
matter what your Universities may do or say.”

Let us now look for a moment at what the Pre­
mier’s policy would mean to the country in many in­
stances. The attendance at our colleges and universi­
ties is largely made up of the sons and daughters from 
our poorer families. Here and there, we have those 
who are unfortunate enough to have their education 
provided for them without any financial struggle on 
their part, and one has only to look at University his­
tory in Canada to realize that as a rule it has been an 
untoward thing for those who might otherwise be 
called the favoured of fortune.

It follows, therefore, that the large majority of 
Canadian college boys and girls are either in College 
and University at a tremendous strain upon their fam­
ilies, or working their way through by their own labors, 
and the proportion of College students who are earning 
their own money to put themselves through, is four 
or five times as great as those who are able to attend 
college without any demand upon their earning pow­
ers.

Not only is this latter a large group comparatively 
among Canadian students, but it is an important one 
and comprises the majority of those who have a high 
conception of what education means, and are willing 
to sacrifice greatly to secure its benefits.

It would be an easy matter to select, off-hand, 
a number from this class whose services as University 
Presidents, business men, political leaders, farmers, 
merchants, authors, poets, etc., have been of incalcul­
able value to Canada—and the writer knows person­
ally of more than one beside whose services to their 
country, the services of the Honourable Premier him­
self would look decidedly scant and insufficient.

In his University days the writer remembers meet­
ing with one student of an Eastern University who, by 
working at farm labour and by teaching school, had 
earned enough money to pay his first year’s expenses 
at his University. At the conclusion of the year he 
was obliged to return to his work of school-teaching 
to secure the money to pay the further expense of 
l niversity education. Some years after the writer 
had graduated and entered upon his life's work in 
the West, he saw in an Eastern University Chronicle 
the record of this student's graduation. To-day that 
student is the president of a leading University and 
occupies a secure position and reputation as a scholar. 
^ bad il not been for the aids that endowment and 
other sources offered, that student would have been 
today a struggling school-teacher filled with a won­
der! ul conception, wonderful ambition and totally un- 
a ile to realize the one or achieve the other.

university education is not a “sine qua non.”
t iat there.can be no question, but no one can look 

at oui Canadian history for a moment without seeing 
t iat secondary education, so-called, is a highly-paying 
m\estaient for ( anada and one only regrets that the 

vernier ot our Province should prove himself incapa­
ble ot appreciating its importance.

... * ! niversity of British Columbia requires, and
xx 1 l 0,iune for some years, to get an appreciative and 
intelligent support from our Provincial Government, 
such a support can not be given by a man whose ideas
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are such as those expressed by the Premier in his Lord 
Byng speech.

One could well imagine though, the earnestness 
with which he would have adjured the pupils, then 
present before him, to follow the gleam and pay the 
price, resting only when a university education had 
showed them how little their Known, how vast their 
Unknown—had he himself been the fortunate possess­
or of a University education.

Certainly one has no difficulty in coming to the 
conclusion that however expert may be the Premier’s 
opinion on matters of agriculture—on matters of educa­
tion he is anything but a safe guide.

MODERN EFFICIENCY
We are told that this an age of efficiency. We 

read it in the names of our 100% and other Clubs. 
We read it in the perfervid addresses of service speak­
ers. Concentration, power, service, efficiency,—these 
are our watchwords, and, in many ways, we are per­
suading ourselves that we are “the heirs of all the 
ages in the foremost files of time.”

The question sometimes arises, are we too efficient? 
Let us take a recent example. Some electrical wiring 
appartus, designed for use on a crane erected on one 
of our local piers, was imported recently from Eng­
land. It came packed in straw from an area which 
was not recognized as being a free area as far as 
foot-and-mouth disease was concerned.

Its arrival created a problem. What was an effi­
cient health administration to do under such circum­
stances?

In the old, ignorant, inefficient and less organiz­
ed days, the addled-pated dolts of 20 or 130 years ago, 
or perhaps less, would immediately, upon the discharge 
of such a bundle, have fumigated it by proper process 
and have burned the straw, and then, due no doubt 
to the care which always seems to he exercised over 
the child-like and the ignorant, they would have re­
fused to have suffered any outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease among their cattle.

Such a procedure is too crude for an efficient age 
like the present. Modern society can no longer be con­
trolled by outworn methods, and so the decision was 
arrived at that the bundle should remain where it was. 
still wrapped in its unfumigated straw, until a boat 
should be available to return it to England, where it 
could be unpacked from the straw and repacked ac­
cording to modern requirements, and again shipped 
to Vancouver. The only charge which efficiency would 
then have to contend with being the fact that, in the 
meantime, the crane could not operate.

Forunately. from the standpoint of an antiquated 
old fogie like the writer, who believes that a system 
which provides safety is perfectly O.K. even though 
it does not conform to the latest text book on the scien­
tific care and preparation of things, or conform rigid­
ly to the latest edicts of this or that governmental 
bureau—some old-fashioned fogie, survivor of a by­
gone day, took upon himself the terrible risk of dar­
ing to conclude that after all the English were a people 
of some sense and sensibility, and that they had some 
regard for infectious possibilities in packing their goods 
for shipment, particularly to other lands. According­
ly. daring further to conclude that some of the simpler 
old-fashioned ways of handling things, which had prov­
ed effective in many years of experience, might still 
retain their effectiveness notwithstanding that they no 
longer conformed to the latest decrees of a highly effi­
cient and thoroughly scientifically administered society, 
he. upon these daring conclusions, which gave cred t 
to his good sense, if they did not reflect upon his scien­
tific erudition—gave instructions that the bundle

should not be returned to England, but should suffer 
the indignity of being treated to ancient methods for 
the prevention of the particular disease feared.

We suggest to those efficient guardians, who sought 
to return the bundle, that electric cranes are not gener­
ally subject to foot-and-mouth disease; that motor cars 
of different sorts and kinds which constitute our usual 
means of transportation, are equally immune ; and that 
the human cattle with whom alone the bundle would 
come in contact during its process of fumigation and 
the burning of the straw packing, would be the highly- 
trained representatives of an ultra-scientific culture, 
and would likewise be unlikely subjects of attack by 
such a disease.

We may also suggest that, in order to conform 
with the most exacting scientific demands of the times, 
the Dean of Bacteriology of some outstanding English 
University might be employed to inspect all machinery, 
hardware and such-like articles, leaving a supposedly 
infected district in England, packed in straw, and 
might write a certificate in English, in Latin and in 
Greek, setting forth that the particular bundle ship­
ped under that certificate was hermless so far as foot- 
and-mouth disease was concerned. The only difficulty 
such a course might entail would be that the English 
itself, if of a purely classical variety, which it no doubt 
would be, might itself prove Greek to this highly 
specialized, highly-organized department which in its 
ultra-efficiency has doubtless neglected to cultivate its 
English as well as its common sense.

THE DEWDNEY ELECTION APPEAL.
Before this number of the B. C. Monthly issues from the 

press, the Dewdney Election case will have been heard and 
decided by our local Court of Appeal.

Counsel for Mr. Smith are men of eminence and standing at 
the bar and one cannot presume to foresee what their exact 
attitude or plea in law is likely to be. A guess haphazard 
would be that the provisions of the Elections Act violated as 
shewn in the lower court were mandatory—it is hard to see 
how else they could hope to keep within the principles which 
in the past have apparently dominated election cases.

Opposed to this view is the simple alternative that the 
provisions violated are directory, and not mandatory, and be­
ing directory have not in their breach vitally affected the 
issue of the election.

It may well be that one like the writer unversed in law, 
has misapprehended the situation, particularly as press re­
ports of legal matters are usually as misleading as press re­
ports of any other enquiry of a scientific nature, but to the 
uninitiated it would appear that on previous occasions the 
Court of Appeal has leaned to the directory construction in 
regard to similar provisions.

Whatever the outcome, let us hope that the judiciary will 
not be a party to thrusting upon any candidate the respon­
sibility of the election machinery over which he can, in the 
circumstances of the ease, have little or no control. The deci­
sion of the Court of Appeal will be awaited with interest, and 
will be welcomed by all believers in Constitutional Govern­
ment if it refuses to allow political ideas and political 
machinations to prevail over legal equities by the simple 
means of having legislation passed by the Legislature which 
is interested in the political- possibilités of its legislation 
rather than in its beneficial effects upon the public.

THE PETERSON SUBSIDY SCHEME.
Mr. Preston, who stands sponsor for the organization and 

effective arrangement of the Peterson Subsidy Scheme needs 
no introduction to the Canadian Public—nor will the sup­
posed scheme be more acceptable because he is the accredited 
author. Few Conservatives will feel any confidence in any­
thing emanating from such a quarter. Many Liberals will 
doubtless share in the distrust of the-Conservatives even if 
their distrust finds no expression in word or action.

It is somewhat hard therefore to understand the Hon. 
Mackenzie King's attitude that he will stand or fall politic­
ally hv this agreement and still further hard to understand 
why the steamship interests operating steamships on the At­
lantic other than those under the control of Peterson aqd his 
associates should be regarded as a combine, ring or attempted 
monopoly.

It is perhaps fortunate that the discussion of this matter 
should have been begun in the House from a political angle,
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and it is perhaps equally unfortunate that the discussion out­
side of the House seems to be assuming an equally partizan 
basis.

One can never feel certain that one is never moved by 
political bias under conditions such as these, but there are 
many opponents of the Peterson scheme who, like the writer, 
would like to see the Premier of Canada take quite a different 
attitude and accept in the ordinary usual way the fate of the 
Peterson scheme.

This would prevent the Liberals really opposed to the 
scheme from having to support it because their defection 
might imperil the existence of a Government in which they 
have confidence. Conservatives of the broader type cduld 
oppose it more freely if their opposition led to the defeat of 
the measure rather than to that of the Government. It is 
hard to see who outside of Mr. Peterson and Mr. Preston would 
not be benefltted by such a change in the situation and the 
writer is far indeed from suggesting that either Mr. Peterson 
or Mr. Preston are bosses of the Mackenzie King administra­
tion.

Let us hope for a change for the better in the present 
situation at Ottawa respecting the Peterson subsidy meas­
ure.

THE NEXT DOMINION CONTEST.
Apropos of the last item, it may be well to know that indi­

cations point to an early Dominion Election.
Shut off as we are from practically all information regard­

ing Federal news and politics, it is hard at this distance to 
know whether Eastern conditions, as we know them, import 
confidence in or disaffection toward the Government.

Commercial and other conditions in Eastern Canada are 
certainly unsatisfactory, but whether these have led the 
people to look with distrust upon the trend of the present Gov­
ernment trading policy, or whether it has led them to hope 
much from an extension of the Government changes in our 
former tariff, one dare not say. Only one thing seems cer­
tain. If the East is disaffected, as one would think it should 
be, the present Government will be short-lived. If the East 
has any confidence or belief in the potentialities of freer trade 
relations with our neighbours to the South, then the present 
Government should be sustained by such a majority as will 
ensure them control for at least two more terms of Parlia­
ment.

WHO DARES CRITICISE THE DAILIES?: (Ed. B.C.M.)
In passing may we express the hope that our daily press 

will consider our Federal situation and doings and our Federal 
Parliament at least as important as the matrimonial troubles 
of some more or less prominent resident of New York, 
Chicago or other portions of the United States, or the hun­
dred and one numerous acts of lawlessness from differing 
sections of the neighboring republic, with which they regale 
us. whether to win our sympathy for our friends and neigh­
bours or to show us that we should consider ourselves for­
tunate that conditions are no worse with ourselves.

No doubt many readers of the daily press will agree with 
the writer that the policy of our legislators in regard to the 
Peace River, our Railway situation, the Canadian Merchant 
Marine, our fiscal policy, present and future, our position 
within and relation to the Empire—is of slightly greater im­
portance to us than the activities of the Klu Klux Klan, the 
existence of rum-running in this or that particular State or 
the prevalence of immorality in this or that section of Society- 
in some more or less remote section of the great Republic to 
the South of us.
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The Origin of the Canadian Pacific Railway:
A Political Retrospect

(By His Honour, Judge Ho way, New Westminster, B. C.)
It is universally true that the 

dreamer precedes the actor. Who 
was the first to dream of a transcon­
tinental railway through Canada? 
Stephenson’s “Rocket” had proved 
itself in 1829; the Royal William, 
first of steam vessels, had crossed the 
Atlantic ocean, from the west, east­
ward—that is from Quebec to Liver­
pool in 1833. Canada, having thus 
applied steam to water transporta­
tion in terms of vast distances, was 
naturally and properly prompt to 
contemplate its application to simi­
lar distances in its own territory. 
The Northwest Passage would be 
found at last, the long-dreained-of 
short route to the Orient, not in the 
tortuous ice-encumbered channels of 
the North, but across the broad prai­
ries and through the narrow passes 
of the Rocky Mountains.

Mr. Amor De Cosmos (whose real 
name was Bill Smith) in speaking 
during the Confederation debate in 
the British Columbia Legislative 
Council in 1870 said : “I will take 
occasion to do justice to the mem­
ory of the gentleman who proposed 
the Overland Railway through Brit­
ish America. It was during the ad­
ministration of Sir Robert Peel in 
1844 or 1845 that A. W. Godfrey, a 
bookseller of Halifax, addressed let­
ters to Sir Robert Peel about a rail­
way from Halifax to Vancouver Isl­
and.” How far this suggestion may 
have been a reaction from the stimu­
lus of Sam Slick’s suggestions in the 
“Clockmaker” I leave to others to 

v determine. Certainly Nova Scotians 
were among the earliest to dwell up­
on the possibilities of the overland 
railway and its national importance. 
Joseph Howe, “the Tribune of Nova 
Scotia,” in May, 1851, uttered this 
prophecy : “I am neither a prophet 
nor the son of a prophet, yet I ven­
ture to predict that in five years we 
shall make the journey hence (i.e. 
from Halifax) to Quebec and Mon­
treal and St. John by rail ; and I 
believe that many in this room will 
live to hear the whistle of the steam 
engine in the passes of the Rocky 
Mountains and to make the journey 
from Halifax to the Pacific in five 
or six days.” In the same year ap­
plication for a charter to construct 
a transcontinental railway was made 
to the legislature of Canada. The 
promotion failed, not because the 
scheme was regarded as visionary, 
but because of the indefinite rights 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company in tin* 
intervening territorv.

The story of the various plans and 
suggestions that were made during 
the next twenty years is very in­
teresting as all gropings are, but 
is of no real value in this sketch. Peo­
ple in Eastern Canada who dreamed 
of a vast British nation arising in 
northern North America, and people 
in England who thought deeply up­
on the defence of our far-flung em­
pire, or upon the commercial chain 
that should bind its distant parts, 
or upon the questions of criminality 
and colonization — two th’ngs, 
strangely enough, quite closely as­
sociated in the public mind—all evol­
ved schemes for its construction. It 
is so easy to do these things on 
paper and by one’s own fireside. 
Paper is indeed, in combination with 
a pen. a great wizard; and the only 
time that many people have anything 
of the necromancer is when they 
are equipped with pen and paper.

But to the rank and file in East­
ern Canada, to those ordinary per­
sons who constitute the great bulk of 
the voters, the question was one that 
was looked upon with unconcern or 
fit any rate with the same academic 
interest that we take in the canals of 
Mars. With a thinly-settled country 
even in those parts which had been 
the home of civilized man for genera­
tions it seemed to them the height of 
madness to talk seriously of a rail­
way into vast, unpeopled areas of 
prairie, which they looked upon as 
a part of the great American desert; 
and when to that was added the sug­
gestion of carrying it across the 
great backbone range of the contin­
ent, these sensible and sober-minded 
people were apt to discontinue the 
discussion, step aside, and look with 
suspicion upon the mentality of the 
person, and perhaps even to tap 
their foreheads and smile significant­
ly.

In only one place in British North 
America was there a real live inter­
est in the railway, an interest in 
which all shared ; and that was in 
the far away colony of British Co­
lumbia. This colony had had a min­
ing boom and had drawn to it many 
adventurers from all parts of the 
globe, but principally from the Tint­
ed States : to govern the land, to 
carry on the public service, to build 
roads, trails, and bridges, and to 
maintain a perfect army of civil ser­
vants had cost far more than any 
reasonable form of taxation would 
or could produce. Yearly deficits, 
declining business, decreasing popu­

lation, a depressed, if not a dispirit­
ed people, all combined to make talk 
of union with the new Dominion of 
Canada a common topic in every 
place where men forgathered. Such 
a union would probably effect two 
objects : (1) It would relieve the col­
ony from its burden of debt, (2) it 
would afford some form of material 
connection with Canada. It is with 
this latter phase that we are now 
concerned. At first the public 
thought went not beyond a wagon 
road ; only the most roseate dreams 
included a ra lway. Gradually the 
dream took on the form of something 
tangible. Hence the people of Brit­
ish Columbia in the tentative terms 
submitted to the Canadian Govern­
ment in 1870 as a basis of union ask­
ed for a wagon road at once, and a 
railroad in the dim and distant fu­
ture. When the proposition was 
placed before Sir John A. Macdon­
ald and his associates they demur­
red to the double expense of a wagon 
road and railroad and came out bold­
ly for a railway, to be begun within 
two years after union had been con­
summated, and completed within ten 
years, connecting tide water in Brit­
ish Columbia with the existing Cana­
dian railways. It was indeed more 
than a bold move. Sir Richard Cart­
wright is right in saying: “One 
thing is certain, that never was a 
great project undertaken with less 
knowledge or consideration than the 
union with British Columbia and the 
construction of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. ” Sir Richard goes on to 
doubt “if there was a man on the 
Treasury Bench who so much as 
knew whether there was one range 
of mountains or three to be crossed 
before we could reach the ('oast.” 
Sir John Macdonald had, months be­
fore the delegation left the Pacific 
coast, in a letter dated January 28, 
1870, written to a personal friend 
“Many thanks for your letter of 26th 
giving me an account of your con­
versation with ---------- . It is quite
evident to me not only from this 
conversation, but from advices from 
Washington that the United States 
government are resolved to do all 
they can, short of war, to get posses­
sion of the Western territory, and 
we mhst take immediate and vigor­
ous steps to counteract them. One 
of the first things to be done is to 
show unmistakeahlv our resolve to 
build the Pacific Railway.”

Sir John rightly viewed the rail­
way as a commercial and a political
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necessity. Ilis letter shows that he imperfectly known, with its barrier terrible railway terms. Mr. J. D. Ed- 
knew more than we now do, of the ranges of gigantic mountains, was to gar was sent out to Rritish. Colum- 
aspirations of otir American cousins his practical mind a stupendous—an bia to negotiate a modification, but 
for a continuous coast line from overwhelming—undertaking. The the effort ended in a complete fail- 
Mexico to the Arctic ocean. He had promise he characterized as “the in- ure. It would be interesting, if we 
the vision; and he realized the neces- sane act of the administration had time, to sketch the course of 
sity of taking a step which exasper- here.” He had not the prophetic those discussions and the grand 
ated his enemies and almost stag- vision, the firm faith, the strong op- ‘‘flare-up” at the end. 
gered his friends. He knew the ex- timism of Sir John A. Macdonald. British Columbia then determined
act feelings of British Columbia, and Of course all this re-acted upon to lay its grievance, arising out of 
realized that financial desperation the people of British Columbia. In the Government’s failure to begin 
mqy lead to regrettable results. Pos- opposition Mackenzie had waxed elo- construction within two years, before 
sibiy he knew more than other peo- quent in roundly and soundly con- the Queen. The Earl of Carnarvon, 
pie of the inner history of the Banks demning the bargain; they could not the Secretary of State for the Colon- 
Bill and of the Annexation Petition, look forward with any golden anti- ies, reluctantly accepted the office 
Surely nothing but undiluted spleen cipations of his entering wholesoul- of arbitrator. Mr. Walkem, the Pre- 
could cause Sir Richard Cartwright edly into an effort to carry it mier of the Province, afterwards Mr. 

1912 to write: “He was also through. So they protested against Justice Walkem, went to England toin
guilty of contracting a very impro- the failure to begin the construction support and explain the trouble. The 
vident and dishonest bargain with within the two years; the fact award of the Earl is what is known 
British Columbia.” that the surveys had not yet as the Carnarvon Terms, which, in

With the promise, then, of a rail- settled the line of the road seemed their essence, are the same as those 
way connection, British Columbia be- ()f no importance. One would that Mr. Edgar had offered and 
came on 20th July, 1871, a part of have thought a railroad was like a which had been so ungraciously re- 
the Dominion of Canada. doll’s house that could be picked up fused. As these terms were continu-

But now that the railway was aI1(] moved from place to place as ally under discussion and referred to 
promised, how was it to be construe- occasion required. Year by year the for over ten years they may be 
ted? In 1871, on the motion of Sir surveys went on; between ISTl and roughly epitomized as follows: The 
George Etienne Cartier, it was de- ]878, every pass through the Rockies Dominion Government was to build 
eided that it should he built by a every river course, every inlet, every immediately a railroad from Esqu- 
state-aided company. Two compan- practicable and impracticable line malt to Nanaimo; the surveys for 
ies came forward clamoring for the was examined. Lest one should be the transcontinental railway were to 
contract; one was headed by Sir tempted to blame Mackenzie over- be vigorously pursued ; a transontin- 
Hugh Allan, the founder of the Al- much for this leisurely examination entai wagon road and telegraph 
Ian line; the other was formed by let us take a glance at the local poli- line were to be at once construct­
or I). L. Macpherson and his asso- tics. The real politics of British Co- ed; when the surveys showed the
‘‘‘V;8-, attempted fusion hax ing lumbja from 1871 to 1901 was Island* proper route of the railroad, 
tailed, a new company including v8 Mainland. In the final analysis $2,000,000 at least per year should 
members of mth the old companies vverv qUest'on xvas reducible to this be spent in actual construction; 
was formed under the presidency of term. Had the province been unit- and the railwav to be completed 
Sir Hugh Allan. SirUJohn Macdon- V(1 instead of torn asunder by this from the Pacific sea-board to Lake

Anm,Vtn< thIt hph^ ‘f,mn i 8llly local cr-v’ k can scarcel.v be Superior by the 31 st December, 1890
rick and left it marble, but Thes* Ca,rnarY0" T„eF,"s ™Tf: “

aid in the eleetions of 1872, claimed, 
not like 
Rome brick 
that he had found Canada a mere been settled much sooner. This will part, the downfall of the Walkem
narisli and made it continent wide slllow._iî1 th® se(luel- Tlle Island felt Government, with its policy of
He was returned but with a dimim bat Victoria was destined to become “Fight Ottawa,” for that Govern-
ished majority. During th,- session alUva""" Th," ,!IdetlaHhe4 offT'" !"e,\t.had. agreed ”ot to allow a”>’ al; 
of 187‘t Mr Tlnntimrdnn tho ld ,'xax. 1 'ns underlay the official teration m the railway term without
her for the Countv of Shefford made svleptlojv of Lsqumialt as the termin- the consent of the people; and by'■harg^s again!" Mm i!l Xnee,” !„ a,“d„tha “solemn earrying the trouble to Ixmdon.they

ed in the fall of <'xtl‘11.(bnit; ^rii)ln Seymour Xarroxvs to instanter xvith construction, hut on 
ion of the Con js9u,ma t : tbls underlay the xvar of the other hand had effected a change 
t the routes-Bute Inlet vs. Fraser whereby the time for the completion

, V alley—■the former being synonym- of the railxva\r had been extended
A.vMmdcr Mackenzie, the new ous with Island ; the latter xvith Main- from Julv 20*, 1881 to December 31,

1 lemu r, xvas a man of sterling worth land interests. In fact this underlav 1890. Hoxvever these Carnarvon
and character; but he xvas a hard- the conduct of the noliticians at pv. n ----------- --------i ^

tliousaiid.'*—xvhich led 
VS<:> to the résignât 
servative Government

imu.i iii'm iv .i • . ,i politicians at ev- Terms had a thornv road to travel
'1 11 ll'vldim, Scotsman to whom cry juncture; they all strove to steer and did nobodv anv good; for when

rr"n a,"lT. "V.unta,ns. through the «arrow passage and in 1875 Mackenzie'introduced a Bill
, n r!"‘ ron8'r."F: a'0,d a 1'ke; Scylla and Charybdis. It in the Dominion Parliament for the

mi .s i„ ' « ra,lway- 2;>011 "°,U d lead .,”°.fa: aflFl'l to point building of the Esquimalt & Nanai­
mo ,,, M ,:rmr'T “ ,1,,,,,îh speelfic -stances winch sup- mo Railway as provided in the terms

, T 7 "'yR'-'-end statement, hut any it was killed in the Senate. They
l,Uson lixvtl ‘did terminating at a close student of our history 
1111:1 it on the xvestern siile xvhere very readily discover them. xvill overthrexv the Walkem Govern­

ment, but did not gixre the Esquimalt
territory almost uninhabited and but striving for a rcarr'angetneM of "the MoUda” nor advance bv one minute
few jieople. lived, passing through a In the meantime, Mackenzie was & Nanaimo Railwav to British Co-
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the actual commencement or comple­
tion of the much desired transcon­
tinental road.

And thus as the years went long 
from 1873 to 1878 the suspicion with 
which Mackenz.e’s Government was 
viewed in British Columbia deepen­
ed into the darker colours of down­
right hostility, and the talk of se­
cession, which had been carried on 
in whispers, became louder and more 
outspoken until finally it reached the 
Halls of the Legislature. Lord Duf- 
ferin was then Governor-General. In 
an effort to calm this feeling of hos­
tility and to end the talk of secession, 
Mackenzie hit upon (or perhaps the 
Earl of Dufferin suggested) the idea 
of an official visit to the Pacific Prov­
ince — pacific now in name only 
The Governor-General strove to 
leave the impression that he had 
just dropped in, so to speak, but the 
people persisted, in spite of his con­
stant denials, in regarding him as 
the emissary of Mackenzie. The mot­
toes on the arches showed the feel­
ings of the Province. In Victoria 
they ran : “Carnarvon Terms,” “The 
Iron Horse, the Civilizer of the 
World,” “United without Union,” 
“Confederated without Confedera­
tion,” “Railroad the Bond of 
Union” “British Colubia, the Key to 
the Pacific,” “Xolumus Leges Mu- 
tari,” “Our Railway Iron Rusts,*’ 
“Carnarvon Terms or Separation.” 
On the mainland: “Which Route is 
Railway to Take?” “Per Vias Rec- 
tas the Fraser Valley.” At Yale 
there was no arch, only an old horse 
with a cloth upon it, bearing the in­
scription : “Good, but not Iron. 
Lord Dufferin’s visit, like an ano­
dyne, soothed for the moment but 
failed to reach the seat of the 
trouble.

In 1875 Mackenzie had purchased 
over 5,000 tons of rails for the in­
tended Esquimalt & Nanaimo Rail­
way. They were lying, rusting, at 
the termini. In May, 1878, he can­
celled the selection of Esquimalt as 
the terminus and settled the location 

z of the railway as from English Bay 
( or Burrard Inlet by the Fraser to 

Lytton, and thence by the Thompson 
River to Kamloops and along the 
North Thompson to the upper reach- 

* es of the Fraser and into the Yellow- 
head Pass—very much the route of 
the Canadian National Railway, and 
well would it have been for the Can­
adian Pacific Railway if that selec­
tion had never been altered. In Aug­
ust, 1878. Mackenzie removed these 
rails to Yale, where it was at last de­
cided tin t the construction should 
commence, and called for tenders for 
building one hundred and twenty- 
five miles of railway between Yale 
and Savona’s Ferry on the Thomp­

son River. Matters had beached this 
stage when Mackenzie was defeated 
in the elections of September, 1878.

Just at this time—or to be exact, 
in June, 1878—Mr. Walkem who, for 
two years had been seated on the 
cold benches of opposition, came once 
more into office as Premier of Brit­
ish Columbia. The local House met 
in July, 1878. The speech from the 
Throne almost smelled of gunpowder 
and resounded with the tread of sol­
diery. What step did the stern 
words portend! The answer came 
in August, 1878, when the celebra­
ted Secession Resolution was brought 
down. It recited the whole long 
story of hopes deferred, the endless 
surveys, the appeal to the Throne, 
the Carnarvon Terms, the failure to 
fulfil them, and finally Lord Carnar­
von’s request that the Province wait 
patiently until the spring of 1878 
when in all probability actual and 
active construction would commence, 
and that the Province had waited, 
that the time had elapsed without 
any step being taken to redeem the 
promise. The Resolution then went 
on to pray that unless the Dominion 
Government began construct ion by 
May, 1879, “British Columbia shail

thereafter have the right to exclu­
sively collect and retain her cus­
toms and excise duties, and to with­
draw from the union; and shall also, 
in any event, be entitled to be com­
pensated by the Dominion for losses 
sustained by reason of past delays 
and the failure of the Dominion Gov­
ernment to carry out their railway 
and other obligations to the Prov­
ince.”

This resolution passed the House 
by the vote of 14 to 9. It is difficult 
to believe that any one was taking 
it seriously; it was quite impossible 
for the Province to live as a colony: 
that experiment had been tried; it 
was unthinkable that the Province 
would willingly fall like a ripe plum 
into the lips of Uncle Sam; the union 
must continue; there were only the 
three paths. However, the resolution 
was solemnly passed, carefully en­
grossed and forwarded to the Secre­
tary of State at Ottawa for transmis­
sion to London. It reached Ottawa on 
lltli October, 1878. The Mackenzie 
government, having been defeated at 
the polls, was then busy clearing up 
its affairs preparatory to handing in 
its resignation. The fulminating re­
solution was carefully wrapped up
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and safely laid away in a convenient 
pigeon-hole and forgotten, llow all 
the governments concerned (Provin­
cial, Dominion and Imperial), must 
have blessed that negligent clerk. I 
have not had time to search and as­
certain if he ever received due re­
ward and proper pension for this un­
faithful performance of duty.

With Sir John A. Macdonald again 
in office, the air seemed clearer. No 
more talk of secession. Nobody en­
quiring about the whereabouts of 
that resolution. In May, 1879 on 
the motion of Doctor (afterwards. 
Sir Charles) Tapper, the House of 
Commons resolved that it was neces­
sary to keep good faith with British 
Columbia and commence the con­
struction of the railway in that prov­
ince as soon as practicable. Mac­
kenzie’s selection of the Fraser val­
ley route was cancelled at the re­
quest of Vancouver Island—Sir John 
A. Macdonald was sitting for Vic­
toria—the old Island vs. Mainland 
dispute once more. Further surveys 
were ordered. The result was that 
in October, 1879, the Macdonald gov­
ernment agreed to accept the route 
selected by Mackenzie in Mav, 1878, 
and to call tor tenders for the con­
struction of the same portion of the 
road for which Mackenzie over a 
year before had asked tenders. Thus 
the net result in this instance of the 
local squabble was to set back actual 
construction for over a year.

From this time forward it was a 
case of Construction, engineering 
questions, and finance.
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LITERARY NOTES
(Concluded from page nine) 

the Province of Manitoba for use in 
the sehools and may also he adopted 
hv tin* eitv sehools in Winn peg as 
a textbook for junior -grades. It is 
attractively illustrated by cuts of tin* 
different animals described, many of 
them by the well-known artist, Ilarry 
Ruwnt ree.

DR.. KINNEY’S BOOK 
“WESTWARD AND OTHER POEMS”

Commended in Eastern Canada.
"The author of this little volume of 

verse is a native of New Brunswick, hav­
ing bl i p born not far from Woodstock. 
Ho uav!> lit aid the call of the West and 
took his way thither. . . .

* * ’ nuonis are not the work of 
studied .1 v, hut rather the outcome of a 
mind e. king surcease from the regular 
round ot ton They are of varying worth.

1 hose pi o’nest worth are poems in 
which iln air 1 ni's interest in and love 

^eit 'i! ibjects are to the fore. 
Son o ot tlio>o poems reach quite a con- 
sidei able i.eight of excellence. They 
t ea11 > show that the author has com- 

"i* h 'sen above his early misconcep- 
11,1 ’iu* there was an antagonism be- 

• a science and poetry. In his love 
or -< tent it; observation, the author has 
'Hi:. : ful.est harmony between poetry 

and science ". K O. M. in Thv Maritime 
Baptist, st John, N R.
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Yes. in 1925 we would like to have most Wcstcn 
Canadian Business Leaders.—or at least the selected ones 
with whom we get into contact—using space in the 
pages of the BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY. "B. 
C. PRODUCTS" MEN and FIRMS are invited to co­
operate in Community Service through a B. C. PUB­
LICITY-CAMPAIGN by a B. C. PRODUCT, "inde­
pendent of Party, sect or faction.” that conveys more 
tham advertising information, and is continued

Some of the "BIGGEST BUSIEST and BEST BUSI­
NESS MEN IN B. C.” to whom we addressed a mes­
sage the other month, assured us that they hoped to in­
clude this Magazine in their 1 925 advertising appropria­
tion. We would remind others that this life is short 
and duties crowd all men really "on the job." Our 
representative is equipped to ECONOMIZE IN TIME— 
yours and his: but he will gladly answer any questions 
bearing on our work. WHEN YOU KNOW THE 
FACTS, we are confident you will wish to join us and 
be among the Manufacturing and Merchant Citizens who 
believe in being

1 our C on
As noted,elsewhere, we are seeking to expand 

the usefulness of this Magazine. If you ap­
preciate its attitude towards the British Empire, 
Canadian and “Community” affairs; its articles 
on. or criticisms of. Social Educational, Literary 
and other questions, will you please mention it 
and them among your friends, and pass on 
your copy? Or, better still,

List you v hr lends
in Canada, the United States, or anywhere in 
the British Empire. By our direct-by-mail op­
tion. you may at this time have TWELVE 
ISSUES MAILED FOR ONE DOLLAR. 
Even if you are sending other gifts, is it not well 
worth while to have the BRITISH COLUM­
BIA Monthly Magazine sent to them direct.

You do well to let your Magazine interest 
begin at Home, but—it need not stop there! 
Co-operate with us as we seek to do our bit to—

( olumhi
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