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BI LL.
An Act to compel persons claiming Lands under

Patent iii the Townships· of Lower Canada, to
register their claims to the same; and to provide
for the settlement of such of the said Lands as
shall remain unclaimed after a certain time, and
for other purposes therein mentioned.

W HEREAS there are in the Townships'of Lower rreambie.
Canada a great number of Lots of Land,- of which

the owners are dead, absent or unknown, such owners
being also in many cases not aware that the Lands belong

5 to them, and the said Lands being left wild and uncared for,
tend greatly to retard the settlement of the neighboring
lands and of thé said Townships: For remedy thereof be
it enacted, &c.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority of the saie, clmants of

10 That each and every person claiming any land for which :"i'te
Letters Patent have issued, in the Townships of Lower Townshbpof

Canada, and whose title to the saine is not registered in d. to rgt,,
the Registry Office of the proper County at the time of their e aims
the passing of this Act, shall register bis claim thereto in (f °

15 such Registry Office, within one year from the passing of within a
this Act, either by causing his title to such land to be t time.

registered byregistering thePatent ordeed,if his immediate
title be founded on such Letters Patent or on sone deed

- which can be so registered, or if his immediate title be by
20 descent, or by virtue of some other right not susceptible

of being registered in the usual form,-then .by register-
ing the last deed or document, makir.g part of bis title
which can be registered in the usual manner, and in either
case by delivering to the Register a memorial under the

25 hand of the claimant, stating distinctly the right or claim by
virtue whereof he is proprietor of the land, and his resi-
dence, and if such residence be not within the County, then
naming a person and place in the County upon whom, or
at which, all process, notices, and service of any kind in

30 any matter relative to the said land, or to any taxes, roads
or other matters to which the sane is subject or liable,
may be as validly made as if made personally upon the
said claimant or at bis residence, in défault of which no-
Mination all such services shall be held to be duly madte

35 upon him if left for him at the Registry Office of the
County; and such memorial siallbe attested in the man-
ner by law provided with regard to other memorials

R. And be it enacted, That at the end of the said if se eaim
tern of one year fron the passing 'of this Act, any person bnoe°

toedte'n



lands, any may take possession of any unoccupied lot of land in any
Pe""on '"y Township in Lower Canada to which no clain shall betake poses-
sion of iton registered, after he shall have deposited with the Regis-
Ceiunf cnd- trar of the County, a declaration made before Notaries,

containing the description of. the lot, and binding hinself 5
to pay the proprietor for the same, the like price and on
the like terms and conditions of payment, for and upon
which any public lands are then offered for sale in the
same Township, stating distinctly and truly such price,
terms and conditions, and that he and bis heirs and ayant 10
cause, shall continually reside upion and occupy the said
land, and shall during .each year clear and make fit for culti-
vation ai Icast two acres thereof until ai least ten acres shall
be so cleared, and shall pay all taxes and malke and
repair all roads and bear all other burthens for which 15
the proprietor of such land would be liable, and shail give
up the land to the proprietor ai any time .'within four
years, from the passing of this Act, on receiving pay-
ment for ail theimprovements he shall have made there-
on, ai a valuatjon to be made by arbitrat4in if the par-·20
ties cannot agree ; and the Registrar shall deliver a
copy of the said declaration to the. person making the
same with a certificateof registration thereon indor-
sed, and the same shall, to all intents and purposes
whatsoever, avail and have like efTect as a promise of sale 25
(promesse le vente) from the proprietor to the persôn
making such declaration, his heirs- and assigns, upon the
terms and conditions therein mentioned; and in like man-
ner a copy thereof and of the certificate of registration,
certified by the Registrar shall avail and have the effect 30
in favor of the proprietor, bis heirs and ayant cause, to
enable hini to recover the land on payment of the value
of the improvements, as aforesaid, or to enforce.the con-
ditions of the said declaration, as the case may be.

Lt, not ei ill. And be it enacted, That if any such lot as afore- 35
rned or occu- said be not clained or occupied under declaration as.
1pied iithin
t"nyetrsto aforesaid, within ten years from the passing of this Act,
be forfeited to it shall be ipso facto forfeited to and the property thereof
the Crown. vested in the Crown, and maysbe sold ahd'otherwise

dealt vith in like manner as other lands of thé Crown;;40
and that with regard to all such lands, occupied under
declaration as aforesaid and not-claimed within -ten years
from the passing of this Act, the Crown-shall be substi-
tuted for the p'roprietor thercof and shall have-all.the.
rights which such proprictor would have had, and·may 45
enforce the perforimance of the conditions of thé.decla-
ration, or recover the land if they be iiot performed in
like manner as such proprietor could have done.

I[ow tue - IV. And be it·enacted, That the value of any improve-
lue of"y ments made on any such land as aforesaid, and to be 50

p rt° paid for by- the proprietor, shall, if. the parties cannot
ai - agree, be fixed by arbitrators, one to be appoitedby



each party, or by any Circuit Judge if such party do not
appoint a competent arbitrator -within six days after.being
called upon by the other party.'so to do, and a third
arbitrator to be appointed by the other two, or if they

5 cafrnot agree, then by the Circuit Judge,'on the applica-
tion of either of the said arbitrators, after one clear day's
notice to the other of the time at which such application
is to be made.

V. And whereas the want of communication roads in Pro rietom or

10 the said Townships is one of the causes which prevent TOc",p, t
the settlement thereof; Be it enacted, that all proprie- make certain

tors of Townships, or of lots, half lots or parcels of land ronds tnerein.

·in the Townships, sigli cause to be made in each range
of the said .Townships a road of the width of forty feet,

15 so soon as such road shall have been ordered by* the Mu-
nicipal Council of the County in which such Township
shall lie, or by the Court of Quarter Sessions of the Dis-
trict; and after a By-law or procès vêrbal shall have been
obtained from such Council or Court, by the parties pray-

20 ing for such road, (who shall not be less than ten in num-
ber,) it shall be the duty of the Inspector of Roads for the
Townsbip to order the making of the said road ; and on on renmsa%

the refusal of the prqprietor or grantee of such Township, °nuc of the

or of any lot, half lot or parcel of land therein, to mike to be sol aas
25 the road ordered to be made in conformity with the By- mitye

laws or procès iyerbd *obtained as aforesaid, .the said rSd.

Inspector shall, after having obtained an ôrder fr-om any
Justice of the Peace resident in the Township, or in the
County wiereih such Township, lot, hal lot or parcel of

30 land shall lie, cause such quantity of wood or land to be
sold as shal be necessary to pay for the making of the
said road, and shall returi thesurplus, if any, to the pro-
prietor, after deducting expenses, and the Inspector shall
make the Road and pay for the sanie out of the procceds

35 of such sale as aforesaid.

VI. And be it enácted, That a tax of one penny per Tax imp.ses
acre per annum, shall be and is hereby imposed and On ild 'ands

in Townshiips
shall be levied on all unoccupied and uncultivated lots,. in which roads

half lots or parcels of land in Townships in Lower Canada, liie been.

40 wherein roads have been or shàll be laid out and opened
or repaired or improved .at the cost of the Province,
for.the maintaining of such roads; and in default of
payment · of such tax some time in the month of

in each year, including the
45 present, to such person·as shall be app'ointed by the Go-

vernor for that purpose, it shall be the duty of the Com-
missioners of Publié Works, or of tho' person appointed
to collect the said-taxes,·to cause to .be sold, after judg- nowcnforcea.
ment rendered by the Court ofQuarter Sessions of the

50 District wherein such Township, lot, half lot or parcel of
land*shall lie, such quantity of land, or of wood as shall be
as nearly as possible, sufficient to pay the .said tax and the



4

costs; but if there be any surplus, it shall be returnea to
the proprietor of such Township, lot, half lot or parcel of

What sball be land, or to bis agent, and for the purposes of this Act any
wild lands- lot or half lot of land shall be deemed unoccupied and

uncultivated,uiless there be some person resident thereon, 5
or at least ten acres cleared, fenced, and under cultivation.

As to service VII. And be it enacted, That in case the proprietor of
te ". such Township, lot, half lot or parcel ofland, shall not

tor. reside in the District in which such Township, lot, balf
lot or parcel of land shall lie, the writ of summons may 10
be validly served on bis agent or attorney, or if he have
no such agent, then by leaving a copy thereof for him at
the County Registry Office addressed to him as the pro-
prietor of a certain lot or parcel of land, describing it, bût
without naming him. 15


