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MINUTES

OF THE

NOVA-SCOTIA

BARPTESY WA‘R‘E.@NQ

MONDAY, June 27.

er Theodore S. Harding, from Phil.

d his Missionary Journal, and Elder
after which a col-

ling to £13.

1st. Introductory Sermon by Eld

2, 9,10, 11. Elder C. Tupper rea
J. Munro,made a statement of his Misionary iabours ;

lection was taken, in aid of the Society’s funds, amoun

od. i'he Ministers and Messengets composing the Association teok
their seats. Afier prayer by Elder E. Manning, Elder Joseph Dimock

was chosen Moderator, Elder Charles Tupper, Clerk, and Elder James
Manro, Assistant Clerk. 7

3d. Read the Letters from the several Churches.

s are

N. B. In the following Table, the names of Ordained Minister
fLicensed Preachers in Italics.

rinted in sMALL cAPITALS ; thoseo
isters whose names are thus marked, (¥) were not present. Churches,
from which we had no informatien a.this session are designated by this,
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Churches.

Eo

Elders and .Messenger:. '

tLower Granville,
iUpper Granville,
Cornwallis,

Newport,

t1st Clements,
2 Clements,
Onslow,

Halifax,
Amherst,

Nictau,
Chester,

Lunenburg,

tDigby Neck,

Hortva, .

RiverPhilip and Westches-
ter,

Windsor,
Annapolis,

Hammend’s Plains,
Chute’s Cove, .

Rawdon,
Little Fork,

N. B. The last Church was received at thisSession.

4th. Read a lefter from R
demy at Pictou, stating his intention to visit G
tain assistance in aid of the Seminary under

Scotia Baptist Associati

Tecommendation from the N

recommendation be given to.Dr, M‘Calloch ; and that Elders E.M
e to prepare it,

Dimack, and J Crandall, be a Committe

*Davip Harrrs,
*Tromas. Ansrey,
Epwarp Manyive,
Hezekial Hull,
William Cogswell,
*Georar Divock,
*Isracr PorTER,

James Munro,
David Page, sen.

ev. Thomas' M‘Cullo

ova-

David Page, jun.
*Jonx Burron,

Thomas S, Black,

Samuel Freeman, 5 o

Philip Freeman,

Tromas H, CrirMay,
} Josera Diyocs,

Leonard D. Gildert,
Rosery Davys,
Perer Cranpavr,
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CHARLES Turrer,
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Jonathan Weatherhe,

William Weatherbe,
Thomas Johnson,

*WViLrram Erper,
Winckworth Sharp,
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Nathaniel Smith,

£ ———

————— rest

——— ——

Nathan Mills,

Peter Mills,

5P

;.
1
J

197

(1

12

}441!1223

2

SAMUELMCCULLEY,?
rst. 1

6 10| 307

2 13

5 2 2 129

1.1 136

% 45

120

—
[55]

L)

L&)

1] 40
! 4
1 43

Ha4 20
?J 23
31

4 19/20]1580

ch principal of the Aca.
reat Britaid, in order to ob-
his care,

and requegting a

onl

Voted that a
anning;’

S ————




. 4
% 5th. Read'and accepted the Circular Letter, prepared by Elder C.
upper. _
6tll:. From Corresponding Associations received as follows :—
Jssociations. Messengers. Minutes.
. *Lincoln, :
Eastern Maine, . ¢ p—
Bowdoinham, : : . Minutes,
*Cumberland, ' ——
New-Brunswick, Minutes.
7th. Voted, to request the Baptist Association of New-Branswick {o
unite with us in the publication of a Religious Periodical Magazine 3 and
appointed Elders J. - Munyo, €. Tupper, and 8. M‘Culley,a committe
to prepare a lettér to be addressed to them upon the subject. . -
8th. Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-mortow morning.

T v VAN e

TUESDAY, June 28.

9th. Prayer Meeting at half past 5 o’clock, A. M.— A solemn and res
freshing season. .

10th. Met according to adjournment, Prayer by Elder E. Manning.
y 11th. Read and accepted the Corresponding Letter, prepared by Elder

. Munro. ;

12th.. Read and accepted the Recommendation prepared for Rev. Dr.
M+Culloch, ’ £ il

13th. Examined and approved the Letter relative to the publication of
a Religious Periodical Magazine. ¥ e

14th. Voted, that Elder T. J. Harding be our Messenger to the New-
brunswick- Association ; and that he be allowed £2 forthat service. i

15th. Voted, that Elder R. Davis be our Messer.ger to: Corresponding
Associations in the United States, and that he receive £10.

16th. Voted,that our next Association be held st the South Baptist Meet-
ing-House in Wilmot, on the first Monday after the 20th of June 1826,

17th. Voted, that Elder J. Muaro preach the introductory Sermon ; in
gase of failure, Elder C. Tupper. 4RIy

18th. Voted, that Elder E. Manning write the Circular, and Elder
R. Davis, the Corresponding Letter, for next year., \

19th. That it be recommended to our Churches to observe the 25th
day of Dec. next, as g day of thanksgiving ; and the Ist day of Janvary,
as a day of fasting ‘and prayer ; aud also the evening of the first Monday in
every month, as a time of special prayer for the extension of the Redecm-
er’s kingdom. ‘ . ( ;

20th. That Elder John Burton be requested to superintend the print-
ing of the Minutes, and that 500 copies be printec.. '

21st. Voted, that our cordial thanks be tendered to those benevolent
Societies and Friends who have afforded pecuniary aid to the funds of'the
Missionary Society. - . S5k o8 SR

22 d. That our thanks - be presented, by.-the , moderator, to the inhabi-*
tants of Amherst, for their special kindness and hospitality during the pre-

sent 8 s-ion. ,

23d. That the time and place of qur Yearly Meitiﬁg be inserted in-the
oo o A R D g TE

* s ol

*The Minutes itom these Associationshave hesn received siace. Ed.
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24th.. That Elders E.fﬂnnning, y. ¥ Harding, D. Harris,

d William Chiptaan, be our
for Missionary. purposes ; and that brotherWilliam Cogswell be our T rea-

and brethren Holmes Chipman an
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Elder James Munro, 3 weeks .

Elder Charles Tupper, 2 weeks,
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\ inci iscipline which they ap-
ly guide. The principal cases of Discipline whic s
;:;: t?)u;sotr;{'xgtice, may be P;or;prehgndedra\;;;e:f 2:: ;:lltov;;r:jg :::s;ei.. 1:
iz. private offences, neglect of duty, wmmo uct, s
;::tizlv::nt. O{each of these, permit ts to make a‘few ren)salil;i!(-’ oot
1st. Private offences.—The rule rel.atnve to this casel lt e
our Lord, Matt. 18. 15, 17. Marcover,if thy brqther shal‘ z:;_ea’}:e s:’ml?' v
thee, go and toll him his fault between thee and him alo’r:e ooy
. zhee' thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear witr,;esses B
n"itli thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two,or threehe e
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to }.zea; t 71::; - rhopmentes
the church ; but if he neglect to hear the chmfck, _lez him led u o oo
heathen man and a publican. No case of this kind shton - g:ve béen =
ted to a hearing before the church until the first s ep testiu‘;ony .
gularly taken. The church must-then decide uponlneu e oo
rsons who we e first cailed to hear and settlg tht? matte : :f‘th'\t oo
Eemi the accused party guilty, they shovld admonish hlm'; nr;(‘ 'be o'bqgrvod
unavailing, they must exclude him. Entire secrecy ls)\o:;:"ed bykeither
antil the affair is laid before the church: and if it cnnl‘u :'pd g
of the former measures, the whole matter shquld be buri ol ta{t]inw "
lence. Incalculable evils arise from the mdulge(r;cgz to comemp? e
back-biting spirit. The practice ought to be frowned into
disuse by all serious people.

2d. Negleet of duty.—If one brother deem inmse}f|rp:1r::‘tlleb3'n:32tr}jeor;
and, instead of obeying the directians above ziven, dmc'(‘l”o;)nished Neloe s
witharaw fellewship from his brethren, he shoul(l‘;»le ahmno{ thel"ehy g
disorderly perron, who neglects his :i“uty, and, i 1eWe o e
s gk W g g ex{]"‘le‘i- c :n:n(}ll;:;un?z ;;:;thr::l; in the name of
2. Thes. 3. 6. Now we co you, bre : ‘ ’
1"':‘ gnl }'esxfsh(jl;"is‘t}, tsh(tt ye withdrow 7/ou1-.¢n:'v¢"3from.c'zjerybm. glt]f:er ::I](:z
'::zlketh dc:sordcr'ly. From these pnssages of Scripture it li'(':n:rlnc{’\fim-
though a church member be not guilty of the commission (l’u'rc'h ek ring
morality, yet if he refuse, or negiect, to walk with the cht sy
to God’s’éommnnds. or live inthe wilful neglect of any I;nn&yr::t * o
a subject of reproof ; and if that prn'd‘nce not the d:snlf'; effect,
sion. See also Heb. 10. 25. and 2 Thes. 3. 11, lf, '1 Y g
3d. Immorality of conduct.—There are some thmf_:q‘ W ;:nim o [:rofos-
flagitious crimes, are nevertheless inoxpmhen‘t and un )ech R At
s of religion. ’ ph. 5. 4. 1Cor. 10: 23. Every churc ml it
:gr:dmov.is‘h. in love and in the spirit of'meelmgss, 1nny(1);3ts:]c:‘ti] e
whom he kiows to indulge in such things. Would lo1 'IIe}; i
and faithfulness generally prevailed in our chu_rche.;f..b 1# ir;g kol
exhort one another daily. One may excuse himse ' ?f’ t'h}:’nt )
uently fall into like improprieties of conduct myse A AL
q1'ove ’;nother.” For that very reason you should be t 'eb::)lther, g
End punctual in the discharge of this dnty, rgqllestxr;lg yot\;l!; e kindneis
your faithfulness laying him under obligation to shew
ok i i I con-
wg‘unh‘ermore, he who knows his brother to be m'““gu?f;‘h?,rl?lr:rdent-
duct which is not made public, ought not to disclose it, Lo e ere
by strive to reclaim him. James 5. 19. 20. Brethr;'entz.hf;au:’/liéh byt
rom the truth, and one convert him, let him knot: t ,a‘ 9 déath ad fholl
‘the sinper from the error of his way shall save a sot | fron )
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kide a rwltitude of sins, If, however, bhis efforts do nat succeed, he m
reportthe offender, that the church muy labor with him, and, if he conti®
nue obstinate, expel him. Eph. 5. 11. 4. 4 have ns Jellowship with the un
Jruiful works of darkness, ‘
But when it is known, and can be clearly proved, that a member has
been guilty of immeral conduet, such as unchustity, railing, drunkumm,
extortion, or any offence of u heinous nature, the churcli to which he be.
longs should’ forthwith exclude him.  Should any suppose that he ought
first to be visited and admonished, we reply, that we can find no Scripture
to sanction such a course. What says Paul of the incestaous person,
I Cor. ch. 5, with whose crime he classes the others abeve mentioned,
verse 11? Dozs he give directions to reprove him, and wait for his amend.
ment? No. He says, (verse 13.) Pw away from among yourselpes that
wicked person. The offender should be admonished after his exclusion :
and, if he manifest repentance, he should be rejtored. Paul, speakiog of
the same person, after he had become penitent, says, Wherefore Tbeseech
you, that ye would confirm your love toward him, 2Cor. 2, 8, see also, 2
Thess. 3, 14, 15,
- Mere flying reports against bre

thren are not to be regarded. Moreo-
ver, an accused person should be

held innocent uatil he is proved to be
guilty ; and must nct he kept back from the Lord’s supper upon suspiciop

ouly.. Thac would be pre;jidgiog, and condemning without proof or tri-.),

4th. Error in Sentiment.—Some diversity o1 opinion in matters of mi-
nor importance may be tolerated in a church, as is manifest from Rom.
ch. 14,  Great tenderness and forbearance should be exercised also ta-
ward the weak. Rom. 15, 1.  Wethen that are strong ought to bear the
wfirmities of the weaf. .But when a member introduces sentiments sub-

versive. of the simplicity of the gospel, or denies plain scriptural doctrine,
he should be admonished once and again ; and, if he persist in his errory
he must then be rejected. Titus 3. 10. A man that is an heretic, aftep
the first and second admonition reject.  Rom. 1€, 17, Now J beseech yozi,

brethren, mark them which cayse divisions and gffences, contrary to the dogs
trine which ye have learped ; and avoid them,

From the statements now made, and the texts of Scripture adduced in,
confirmation of them, it appears, that in all cases, save that of public im<
morality admonitien must be used previous to exclusion,
should, however, in every instance, be executed with

patch. Ifit be delayed, the fellowship, harmony,

church wjll unavoidably be interrupted. I it not extremely painful to
hear church members, when expressing their freedom tow.rd their bre-
thren, makihg reserves and quaiifications ? Must it pot exceedingly damp
the joys and grieve the hearts of communicants at the Lord’s supper, te

om that ordinance, especially ifthe cause be
» these things ought not to be so. No brother shopld
ever be guilty of either of these pernicious practices, If his mind be hurt

on account of any-church member, he should exercise 2dmonition, or if

becessary, give notice to the church, and so have gl hindrances to fellow.
ship immediately removed.

It doesindeed’ belong to the Pastor peculiarly to take
of God (1 Tim. 3. 5.) and to Téprove, rebuke, exhort,
veryindividual must fil] his place, and discharge the duties devolving up-
on him, as the Scriptures direct. I excluding a member the chyrch is
Ract as abody, See 1 Cor. 6, 13, 2. Thes. 3, 6. Great care should

-

Discipline
purictuality and dis-
and comfort of the

care of the church
(2 Tim. 4. 2.) but .
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be taken, that no partiality be vsed on account of'natural relationshig,
wealth, learning orinfluence. See. 1 Tim. 6. 21. James 2, 1, 6. ‘
To enforce this duty, we may observe,that theneglect of it dishonoure
God, by giving occasion to the wicked to blaspheme ; hurts the offend-
ar, by encouraging and hardeuing him in Lis offence ; injures the church,
. by burdening the mirds of the breihrew, interrupting their fellowship,
i and hinderiLg other pious persons from uniting with them, and has 2
L1 « pernicivas effect upon sianers, casting » stumbling block before them and
” . emiholdening them in their sinful ccwises.  Hence, it is obvious that the
' ) glory of God, the good of the offender, the prosperity of the charch, and
‘ consequently the advancement of the cause of God, and the eternal
! : weelface of sinners, require the prompt and frithfal - exercise of Church
‘ " 'discipline. Let this duty be punctually performed, and there is reason
| . %o hope, that the cases requiring it will be greatly diminished. ' Thesc
{ considerations without addacing more, are surely sufficient to determine
' each church, and every individual m¢mber, to pnrsue a regular, consis-
A tent. and scriptural line of conduct relative to this matter.
i Brethren, may the Lord preserve &ou and ae¢ from giving occasion for
the exercise of discipline. Ifany cas&s occur, in our chutches, in which
! it is necessary, may He enable and Mfluence vs to perform that daty
i with humility, tenderness, zeal, and faithfulness, so thai we may cul off
occasion fromthem which desire occasiont, and shew forth the praises of him

% ‘Jl who called us vui of darknecs into his marvellous light. Amen.
| | COLRESPONDING LETTER,
,‘ { a The chuches of Christ composing the Nova-Scotia Baptist Association to Cor
%) ressonding Jssocwations, send christian salutations.
DearLy Beroveo rv vue Leoww,

| Through Divine favour, we have been indulged with zaother Atviver-
! sary Meeting, in. which the Le~d hath béen graciously pleased to ma-
ﬂ ‘ nifest his pressnce an’ favour, in assisting his Ministers to preach the
[ ] blessed Gospel of his Grace to the edification and comfort of his Body
toe Church. When we are enabled ' realize the immutabili'y of Jeso-
Al vad, and attend to the pian of redemption, as exhibited in the Seriptures
‘p ] +of truth, we are natarslly led to the soul-cheering inference, tha‘ the
28 11 weakest believers, in the Church below, are asnear the heart of ou- ex-
11 .7 alted Redeemer as the giorified $airds avove ; aud, being sustified  freely by
g s his grace, through the redemption that is in Him, and kep: by the prwer of
‘ : Gﬁ through faith uato ~salvction, they shali, withoat doubt, all
appear at length in Zion before God and find acceptance in his presence.
~ fou will learn the state of our Chuarches from our Minates. W re-
gret the absence of your Messengers, aud the failure of the Minutey of
i some of the Associations ; but we impute it to some interposition of
{ Divine Providence, and desice to bestill. We always have valued, and
' still do your correspondence, and desire a configuation.  And now, that
1 TR the love of God, which pusseth all understauding, may abundantly pos-
- e sess your souls henceforward forevermore, is the earnest desire, ad
' fervent prayer of your brethron in the Lord.
\ By Order of the Association,
! JOSEPH DIMOCK, Moderator,
e CHARLES TUPPER, Clerk,
JAMES MUNRO, dssistant Clerk.

FINIS,



