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INTRODUCTION*

[Histoire de la Grandeur ct dc la Decadence de Cesar Birot-
teau appeared in December, 1837, in two-volumes 8vo. It
was divided into three part.s since reduced to two, and into
sixteen chapters, since suppressed. Another edition was pub-
lished in 1839; in 1844 the novel entered the "Scenes de la
\ie Parisienne" of the "Comedy," alllioujrh it was at first
intended for the "fitudes Philosophiciues." In its first form
It was used as a premium or bonus by the Figaro and L'Esta-
fette. Many of its numerous characters are found elsewhere.
The hero is mentioned in "Un Menaire de Gar^on"' and "La
Maison du Chat-qui-Peloto"; his dau-hter and Anselme
Popmot in "I^s Parents Pauvres"; Mme. Birotteau nowhere
else. The Abhe Francois Birotteau recalls "Le Cure de Tours"
and "I^ Lys dans la Vallee." Chiifreville and Protez sold
chemicals to Balthazar Clac's ("T.a Recherche de TAbsolu")
Claparon recalls "Melmoth Reconcilie" and will play a part
in "L-es Petits Bourj^eois" (see also "I'n Menage de Gargon"
ajd "Un Homme d'Atfaires"). Crevel has been seen in "Les
I'arents Pauvres" (see further "Le l)ej)ute d'Arcis"). Alex-
ander Crottat has been met in "La Feiame de Trente Ans,"
"Le Colonel Chabert," and e'sewhere. Bianchon, Camusot,
Cardot, Finot, the Illustr-ous Gaudissart, Gobseck, Granville,
Grindot the architect, Matifat, the Xucingens, du Tillet. Felix
de Vandenesse are all familiar. Bidault (Gigonnet) recalls

• Copyriglit, 1900, by Thomas Y Crowdl i Comjiany.

^*^> (Vol. XJtVII)
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(•?pc(ially "Lcs Km pl"\
•'-."'

;i> '1" also La Billardiere, Mitral,

and M. and Mnn. l.'nliuiirdin. The Di.-inaivls rucall "Fer-

rajru?'" ('•lli>tni!v d. > Trci/.r'") : tlir Fontaines, "U" Bal de

t5i^'a\ix"";liH' (iiiillaunic- and ilir Lrlias. "La Maison du Chat-

(|ui-lNloU'""; as aUu .\hnc. Soniin.fMeux and both the Roguins,

wlio aiv alx) made u>c of in uiii.r books. Sarah van Gobseck

(hi billc ih'llandaiM). ]wvr of th.- ii-nrcr and mother of

i-^tbrr. ba- boon inominnod i?i "SiibMidours ct Miseres" and

clscuhoro. Tbo Krl|or> aro not infroi|ncntly mentioned (see,

for cxanifilo. "Lo l>o|iuio d".\n i,-"'). but [)bi.v l>y no means so

ini|iortant a part iii ibo •Coniodv" as Xiicin-zen. The Abbe

Loraiix ivr.iHs -I'n Drbut dan- hi Vic" "L'n Menage de

Canon." ;ind "Honorino."" Molincux is nientioneii in "Une

])..u!)lo Faniidr"" and "La Bourse." I'iliorault recalls "Le

Cousin i'oi!:-." dudL;o I'opinot "l/Inierditiion,"' Lourdois

"La Maisoii du (:hal-(|ui-rel.>lp." Dr. Haudry is not so

iatnous as Hianchon or l)esi»lein. lait has been met in "Fer-

ragus" and elsewhere. La Mere Madou and other minor

cbaraeters do not rcai)pear.

Lis .S( r;-( Is ,lr hi I'riiicfssv t],' Cnil'ifjnnn appeared first in

La /'/v.v.sr, .\nL'ii>t •2n--2tl. \x:V.). under the title. "La Prin-

(e>^se l'ari>ienne."" It \vas issued the next year nnder the same

title 111 a iniMeUaiiv. "Lc Foyer de FOpera." In 1844, with its

eiLdit < batior divi.-ions sui)pre<>ed, and with its present title, it

.iiiend lb.' "Sc.-Mes de la Vie i'arisienne" of the "Comedy."

li- (liji-aders are >o familiar a- to need practically no re-

mark-. L'Arlbrz and Mieliel Chre-tien were prominent in

"lllu-ioi:^ I'erdue.-." and the former will he met again in

"Le It.rniie d'.\n i.-." The I'riiiress (Diane de Maufri-

<:n(U>e) ba,- Ikhi iinpMrtant lu "Le Cabinet des Antiques"

and "Spli ndeurs <i Mi-eres." Slie is made use of in half a

do/.en oilirr -Miic^. Mnic. dd-^pai'd. tlie Chevalier, Rasti-

gnae. Fdondi'i. and Mnn'. do Monicurnet sullice to show hovT

compliteh I'arisiiin the setting uf the novelette is.]

(Vol. XXVli)
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Ralzar was takin<r up and putt in- d.nvn 'Tesur Birotfeau"
for throo or four yoars befon- 1„. fi„,llv roniplot...! it. In
April, 1S.'^4, ho writes to Mnu-. Hanskn that he is composing
a most important book, "Cesar B,rotteau"-brother of the
Abbe she knows-a -victim like his brother, but victim of
lansian civilization, whilst h,> brother is only the victim of
a single man. It is U Medmn de Ca,apagne. but at
i ans; it is Socrates hrte, ,lnnkin^^ in obscurity and drop by
drop, his hemlock; the aii^^,] tnnn,,l..d under foot ; the honestman misunderstood. Ah! it i.. a great picture; it wUl be
grander, more vast" than what he has hitherto accomplished
In .November. \m, he writes: "Thev olFer n.e 20,00.) francs
for Vesar Birottcau if it is ready by the tenth of I),.c..mber- Ihave a volume and a half to do, and povertv has made me
prom,sc>^

1 shall have to toil during twentv-'five nights and
weniy-five days. He begins his ne.xt letter (December >(),

'^•^O: 1 have just finished in twentv-two days, a- I had
promised and as I wrote you hurriedly at the end of mv last
letter, Cesar Birotteau. In tlu- .<ame time I have d,me La^at^on .\uangen for La I'ressr. It is cough to tell you
that I am played out (abatlu), ,n a state of inexpiessfble
^^hanstum anneantme,neni)r A month later the natural
reaction follows, and he has "the most profound disgusf for

^CeZt :"'''''!' ;^''-'^ '"—
'
1- i^ ^1-1 to .^ito thatCe.Mr Birottcau after two months of incognito is obtaining

an mhusiastic success."' Xotwithstanding the silence of tlit

"tXn".;'"
, V"''r'''"'''

"^ ^•^^*"'"P—
'

it - beingt.yol od to he clouds and put above "Kugenie (irandet "
withwhich people have assassinated so mam tilings of L ewrites such trifles because he knows Mme. Ilanska attachesu^or j^ce ^ them. Nearly two years later, in conned t^^_.th Pierrette, he recalls the fact that he corrected "C6sarBirotteau" seventeen times in the proof-sheets

'

Was the novel worthy of such pains ? Did Bal.ac succeed in

(Vol. XXVII)
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iiiakin<r a L'lv.if ]ii( t\iic nf ,1 iniMl.rii, oh-ouro Socrates drink-

in" iiis luiiilock? Is ••(V'.-iir r.iniiic'iiu" lo be ranked above

"Eugt'iiii' < iraiiilci." y

The last (|uc.-l!()ii will he aliiKi^t unanimously ans\.ered in

the negative; the uthcr luo li,i\r lireii answered both alHnna-

tivi'ly and iifirativrly. On the wliuje, iiouever, it seem Tair

(() (•(iiieluile, tiial the novel, although not a masterpiece, does

not represent lime and lahor wasted, and that Cesar, although

not a Soerates. is a pathetic iind moving character.

It is needless to -av that in dealing with money difficulties

and bankruptcy. I'.alzac was treading ground unfortunately

familiar to him. and that he dii^plays reniarkabJe knowledge

of business met hods and (d" ("inmercial law. The complimen-

tarv reme.ik made by the I'rench lawyer to Mme. Surville is

often (pioied ; ijiit prai>e u\' this sort cannot conciuer the preju-

dices of readers who prefer novels that have to do with divorce

and criminal rather than with comniercial courts—who, in

olhiT w(ird>. [irel'er romantic to realistic llction. It is almost

(Mpially needless to remark that in describing the modes of

thought and action id' the bourgeoisie Balzac was completely

in his element, and that altiiough lie strove manfully and

successfullv to do jnstiie to his good characters, he could not

h(dp freipiently >howing the coiitemjit he felt, as a literary

artist, for the shoiikeepers who were amassing wealth and ab-

sorbing political pov.er, neither of which they knew how to

use for any good purpose.

It is easy to conclude that if "Cesar Birotteau" fails of

being a masterpii'ce. it i- not because Balzac did not have his

main theme well in hand. Xor is it clear that such a theme,

sordid and uninteresting a^ some may deem '.t, is greatly in-

ferior to that of "llugenie (.irandet." We are, therefore, led

to consider his handling of his characters and .-scenes and we

shall proljably find that ibe reasdn we cannot place "Cesar

Birotteau" alongside of "Eugenie (Irandet" and "P^re

(Vol. XXVU)
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Goriot" is that its characters and pocnes do not take the firmest
of holds upon our hearts and our imaginations. Cesar is well
portrayed and his piety and i>ro\nix do him honor, but his
weakness and narrowness detract from our admiration. Uis
wife iuul daugliter and young I'opinot are worthy of our
regard, and get it. but we are scarcely enthusiastic over them.
Their good friends and neighbors are excellent but not inspir-
ing persons, with the exception of Pillerault, who is a very
strong character. Nor are the bad character.*—du Tillet. the
Koguins, Molineux, Claparon—superlative villains that
dominate our imaginations. Then. too. while there are some
effective scenes, there are seemingly few. besides that in which
Cesar recites the Lord's Prayer, tliat can be called distinctly
fine. In short, "Cesar Birotteau," excellent novel though it
seems to some of us to be. does not. we must repeat, impress
our imaginations profoundly, and thus is not entitled to a
place among its autiior's masterpieces.

Yet. viewed in detail, it is found to be full of merits. The
opening, with its description of Mnie. Birotteau's dream, is
better than is usual with Balzac, who rarelv takes the trou'blo
to interest his reader at the start. The picture of Molineux,
the proprietor stickling for his rights, is one of the be<t to
be found in the "Comedy." Pillerault has been already
praised, but it may be noted that in him the monarchical
Balzac has {)ainted a noble rei)ublican worthv to be «et bv
General Hulot ("Les Chouans," '•T.a Cousine Bette") and
Pere Xiseron ("U.s Pay.sms"). So far as concerns r.-alistic
scenes, it would be ditJieult to name a better .,ne than that in
which Cesar and Poi.inot interview Vau.|Uelin on the subject
of the hair-oil. Ce.sir's essentially bourireois character i. al<o
well bn.ught out when he blunderinglv draws upon himself
the lull force of du Tillet's wavering vengeance. As for the
famous ball, the interviews of poor Cesar with his cre-litors
and the bankers, the rising and falling of Men> Madou's

(Vol XXVU)
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temper, and .ibovc all the ali-oUitc lifc-likeneps of th<' discus-

Kiuu with regard to the .-fiuiiiig out of tlu' invitation^— it is

surely needless to eonunend these tlun,u:s to the attention of

the reader.

In eonclusion we may ask whether or not those critics are

right who eon>ider it uidikely that a man who had attained

Cesiir's eommereial standing should have displayed such a

want of prudence as Ralzac ha? attributed to hi< hero. An-

swers to this (luestion will douiitless vary, hut it should be

noted that the perfumer would probably not have got his start

if the ablest and best men of his epoch had not been engaged

in fighting Xapoleon's battles, and that social and)ition has

turned wiser heads than Birotteau's. It will be more to our

purpose to ask whether those persons who allege Balzac's pro-

pensity to give the buttle to the strong and wicked have taken

this novel suiliciently into account. The good characters dis-

tinctly outnumber the bad ones, and du Tillel's vengeance is

thwarted in its most essential particular.

On July 15, 18;)!», Balzac wrote Mme. Hanska: "1 have just

given a last look at Une rrinccssc Parisivnne ; it is the

greatest moral comedy that exists. It is the mass of false-

hoods by means of which a woman of thirty-seven, the

Duchess de Maufrigneuse, become Princess de Cadignan by

succession, manages to get herself taken for a saint, a virtuous

woman, a modest young girl, by her fourteenth admirer; it is,

in short, the last degree of depravation in the matter of the

sentiments. It is, as M"ie. de Girardin was saying. CiUmene

aniourcusi'. The subjc ^ is of all countries and of all times.

The master-stroke is to have made the falsehoods appear just,

necessary, and to justify them through love. It is one of the

diamonds in the crown of your servant.''

Perhaps we must qualify these rapturous expressions of

Balzac's about one of the best and subtlest .4udies of feminine

character to be found in the "Comedy" ; but it will hardly be

(VoL SXVIl)
,
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nocopsary to add anytliin^' to thi'in. Tl will readily apjxar

iliaL if ilic I)u(li('.~s (If I,an,irrais is our authors greatest

(o([U('tle, tlie Princess dc Cadii^nati is his greatest aetress.

The eoinedy in which she lakes the chief role may not alto-

gether suit AngI()-Sa\oii readers, hut its vis camica is un-

diiiialile, and its truth to nature is less ((uestionahle than may
at lirst appear. It should he noted that d'Arthez is in many
partirulars the kind of student and writer that Balzac loved

to pose as. especially in his correspoudonoe with Mine, llanska

and liirf friends.

W. P. Teent.

i

(VoLxxvn)
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THE RISE AND FALL OF CESAR
BIROTTEAU

Hc'tail I'tTriiiiicr,

Deputy-Mayor of the Swond Arr(.ii(ii.sK'mLnt, Paris, Chev-
alier of tlu; Legion of Honor, etc.

To Monsieur Alplnnixc dc Lamarline,
fruiu his admirer,

Dc Balzac.

I.

CESAR'S APOGEE

There is but one brief interval of nlonce dnrin^r a winter
night in tlie Rue Saiiit-IIonore; for to the sound.s of carriages
rolling home from bails and theatres succeeds the rumbling
of market gardeners' carts on their way to tiie Great Market"!
J)unng this pau^^e in the great syninlionv of uproar sent up
by the streets of Paris, this cessatimi of tratlie towards one
o clock in the morning, the wife of M. Ce.sir Hirotteau. of
the retail perfumery establishnv'nt near the I'lace Vendome,
dreamed a frightful dream, and awoke with a start..

She had met her double. She had appeared to herself,
clad in rags, laying a meagre, shrivclod hand on her own shop-
door handle. She had been at once in her ciiai- ^.t the cash
desk and on the threshold; she had heard herself begging;
she had heard two selves speaking in fact, the one frmn the
de.4-, the other from the doorstep. Slie turned and stretched
out her hand for her husband, and found bis place cold. At
that her terror grew to such a pitch that she could not move
her head, her neck s, . med stitfene.l to stone, the walls of her
throat were glued together, her voice faded her; she sat up

(1)
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ii^'id and unit umlc.--, .-laniij,' bct'nrr lur uitli unlc eye-. Her
hair ro.^L' uiili a jiaiiil'iil -(H.-ati'iii, >iran;^c -niiinl- ran;,' in Iht

ears, roiiii'tliiii;.' clutt lud at iur litart tliiiu;;li it lical liard, >lio

wa> ciniTi'd Willi jnT.-piratinii, ami yt'l .-lunldcring witli cold

in the alii)Vi> hdiiiid thi' tun djMii I'tildm;,' do()i>.

Kcar, with its p.irtially ninihific ctrccts, is an cinotiun which

puts so VKili'iit a strain iij)un the huiiiau iiii(liani>ni, that ihc

uiL'iilal facuhiL's arc cither ,-iiddcnIy .stimulated hy it to the

hi'rhest de;.'rc<' of activity, or reduced to the la^t e\lrciuity

of disor^'anizatioii. JMiysiolo^'y ha.- loii^r been pu/./lcd to ac-

count for a phciionicnon which upsets its thcorie> and .-tulti-

fies its hypotheses, although it is .-imply and solely a shock

brought about spoMtaneou>ly, but. like all electrical phenom-
ena, erratic and unaceountalile m ii> inatiit'e^tatioiis. 'I'liis

explanation will bccoiiie a coinmoiiplace ulun men of science

will recognize the great [)arl jdayed Ity electricity in human
thinking power.

Mme. Hirotteau was just then enduring the pangs which

bring about a certain mental lucidity eoii-e(|uent on those

terrible discharges when the will is contracted or e.vpanded

by a mysterious mechanism. So that, during a lap.se of time,

e.vceedingly short if mea.-ured by the tickings of a dock, but

incommensurable by rea.-on of the inliniie rapid iinpre>si()ns

which it brought, the poor woman had the [irodigious power

of u'ering more thoughts and of calling up more memories

than would liave arisen in her mind in its normal state in the

course of a whole day. Her soiiloijuy during this viviii and

painful e.\i)erience may be resumed in a few words slie

uttered, incongruous and nonsensical as they were:

—

"There is no reason whatever why Birotleau should be out

of bed.—lie ate so much veal ;
perhaps it disagreed with him.

—But if he had been taken ill. he would have waked me up.

—Thc.^e nineteen years that we have slept here together under

this roof, he has never got uj) in the middle of the night with-

out telling mo, poor dear!— He has never slept out except

when he was on guard.— Did he go to bed when 1 did? Why,
yes. Dear me I how stupid I am I"
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Ml.' -h.iHr.l nv.T t|„. 1m.(|. Tlur . Imv hrr Ini.l.aii.rs in^'hi-

<^M'- 'nuiil(l..,| (,, tin- iilriiusi ruiural -.Impe of Ins lu'ad.
Call lir I,,. .1. ad:-—Can he liav uiadr awav with liiiii-

M If,'- Win slioiild ho-r si,;, thought. "Since tlii-v nuule
liiin dri.iity-ina.VMr tuo wars a-o, 1 liavcn't known \viiat »..

ni;ikr of Inni.— 'i'o ;r,.| nii.\,d U{. with puhlic atfair.. on th.-
v^'-rd of an hon.-l woman, iMi't it .noii-h to mak.' v<>ii f,-|
-•in lor a man?- Th.. h,i>inr.«s is doiii- uvll.-H.. I.a. ju.t
^'iwii nir a -liawl. -I'.Thaps it is doin;: i-udh !— Pshaw •

I

-!inul.l knou „[ ,( if h w..n..-Hut is ti.nv anv'km.win- what
i> in tin. hotloni ui a man's mind? Or a womanV .Mth.-r'^
ihrvv 1- no harm in that. -Haven't ..airs aniountrd to five
thousind fra,,,.. this s.Ty dayl-.Xnd tlu'ii a .!..putv-mavor
' not lik.ly to kill himself: he knows the law too we 1 ["fur
that.— Hilt where can lie he?'"

Slie had nn power to turn her head; she .'oiild not stretch
'"" '' l'^""l >" >!"• hell-ro,,e, whi.-h would have set m .notion a
j:.mn,| .ervant. three shopmen, ami the errand bov. The
ni-htm.nv that laMed on into Iut wakin;r moment." wa.^ so
s. ron,,^ up„n her that ..h,. for,.,t her dau^d.ter. peacefully sleep-
in- H, I he next room, beyond the door whieh opened at tho
liiot (it 1 III. hfll.

.l,""h"T"'n''. i"^''!' T"''"*''^
"" '"""•''•

^''^' f'""-i^'l tfiat
^11- had .ailed alou.l. hut. as a matter of faet. she had only
-«I)oken Ml h.^r llioii(,'hts.

^

"SnppnH. he .-honl.l hav.. a mistress? H„t he has not wit
'-i.^ M-;

.
at. si,., thou.dit. "and then he ,s too fond of

"----1 nln
, he fll Mm... IJo.n.in that he had never been ur-

;",';' ,';
""• •^••'\ '" thou^d,t?-\Vhy. the man is hcnestv

t.e
1 .-It any one d,.>..rves t.) po to heaven, he does—What'" 'nils „, sav t., his e.)nfe,-..,r. I d.m-f kn.nv. He tolls him

niaki.-lii. ie\,.< For.. R„v,i; t . i
• , •. " ns mrn

-

HM lor a K.nali.st as he is (without anv reasonf:^'^" i.n M'.vtli..l.v).h|. d.iesnot mak.. mu,h.;f a pufTo h, reh,,on.-lW .l..ar. he slips out to ma.ss at eiVht
•;

l;'-v as ,1 he w,.n. runnii.ir off fo amus.. hini.self on the sly
• 1^ He tear ot (;o,l that I... has before his .nvs : he does nottrouble hun.H.|f mueh about hell. II„w should he have a
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Jlr'7'7', ' M
'",'•''" "" ''"'•' "• '"> ''Prnn-MnriKH that

P"> ""t Ins ..v... f„r ,n...-AII tl....... nineteon "wars he
ni'vvr .jH.k,,, , u.v.U w.-nl („ ..usolf.-l eunu. h.f..n
•l.ni^'h.rr „,th hn„.-\Vhv. tV-Miriru. i.s thm,. . . (C.sa
•-'innr )^ HiiotfHU n.^vrr ^a^ a thnuirht that hv .Imc.

/tHI Mir -. I, w.,. a true word h.- .sai.l uhm h.. .an... t.. the
of th.. A,///,. SnWa.i.l t..l,| ,.„ that it uo„l.| tak. tir,

IJM..U- h.M.. A,„l h.-HKun..: . . . that is the exti
(lirmrv thin;::

Shr t.irnr.l her head with an HTort, an.l (mmt...! int.,
Uarknrv.. .\,^.|„ ,i,|,,i ,,„. ,„„„, ^^.,j,^ ,,i..i u,vmuu" HF
the .i..spa,r o h.n.n.a.^., th.- ..xd,.>u,. pn.vin,-,. of thr pa.
"f ^-'uv. What w.,;-,|s ,.ouhl .vpru,l,i... i'.. whin.siVal sh
"=" tl"' '"'•:"in. „„.k ;,. tlH. .Irau;:h. ..wHI.d th.m. ur
J-tar lm;r x.K.,. .|.a,|ows that .h..y .ast ? Th- ,lu.> ni
JiKht llH-kcnd nv.r ihr ,v,l .nil,.,, fuhls : tlu- hra.s n.sott
ttw n,rta>n n.t .vlh..,.,! ,1,. ,,,in,„„. .|.,,„. ,>,„„ ,. ,,,.„
I...SS, hlood.hot l,kr a rohh..r's .yes; a ^\u,.ih ^<nvn was kn
m^' tli.T.-; the r.M.,n was lillcl. i,, i'a,.|. .v,th all the ^ti-,i
milamiliar appmrances wind, appall tlu' ima^jination ii

tunc when It can ..njy „,. l„„Tn,-s and .xa-mTato them
Mmv. fSii-ottcan faiicird that >\u' saw a bri^'ht li-dit in

n.'xt room, and a tlmu-ht nf li,-,. Ha.la,] across hrr- but
'•aii^'ht si-ht of a n.l l.andanu haii.lk.-rchii.f, which loo
to luT like a pool of hl,,o,l, and in another moment she (

covered fra.-es of a .-.tni--Ie in the arran^'ement of the fui
tiire. and could think of noihinir |,„, h„rirl;,rs. She renu
hcred that there was a siiin „{ uumvy in t!i(> safe, an.l a <r

••r.>iis fear (>.\tin;ruishe.l th,. c,,|.l aijue of niLditmare. Th
<>ii,<:hl,v alarm.'.], she sf.raii.i: out on to th.. fl..or in h.T ni.'
dress, to -o to the a<>istan<v of th.. hnsl.and whom she fane
as enira.ired in a hand-to-hand eontlict with a<<a<si,m

"Rirott(.au! Hirottoau!" .she (n,.,l in a voice of an-ui
Th,. retail perfi,m,.r was stan.lin- in the middle ,')f t

adjacent mom. ai)pan.iitly en<:a-,..l in measurin.r the ;

with a yard stick. His dressing-gown (of groJii cottc
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uith .li,,ro|.ii.-<..|or..l .|...t^) (ovrnd hirti -o ill that lii- hare
hg^Urrr re.|u,thtl,e,.ohl. hut l,e.l„| „.! ^. ..„ to ,,..1 l.e I hjs.'

Wh-ri ( .-;ir hirii.,! ,oiin.| uith ., "W.ll. ,,\y,,, ,, ,, ,•,,„.
-tai.e..;-- h,. hM,k..l a> a man ah.orlM ,| l,v |,i. .,h. „„.-",, apt
to lonk->o In.li.ron^iv fnoli>h. that .\l,„e. Hirott,,,,, !„.,,,»
to laiiL'li.

'•O'.T III.'. (V.-,,r. how ,|t,....r soil look!" .,ii,| .he "What
"""';•

V",
'''''' ""' •''""" ""'""" ^^'viiig ai.Mhini::' I

'"'"''>''"''"* ''•'-1"-
I 'M 'M,t know ^Uiat to think. What

are voi, attrr op..,, to every vmimI that hlou-!' Von will ,ateh
your -hath of col,!. M,roit..au: .1,. vo,, h.^r'"

"^.-. uife: here I an,." an-l the" perf.un.'r iviunied to the
lienrooiii,

'''"•''•• '"'M" 'iI"iiL' ami warm vo„,.„.lf. ami t.l! me what
rrotrh.t vo„ h;ne in yo„r he;,,!." ,.,„„rm..| M,,,,.. H,roiteau
rakn>g..n,M.n.Mhea-he.. wh' |, .j,,. ha-tilv ,n,..l to rekimlle'

ua- ol i,|i ' to ^.'ct up in mi-
'"I Jim tVoxci. Ilow si up,,,

'nglit-.hv..: I!n, I,vallvth„,.h,vo„u,r,.he,n,„„„,|,,,,„
"" ".nhanl ..f .!„wn the he.Iro,,,,, .an.lhMiek on the

'•'"'""•7"'-"- '"Hl.l!.,l hin,-.If ,n h,. .lr,..Mn.>..,wn. an-l
l-ke,| ahout u. an al,-e„, fa-hio,, lor hi^ w, f,.Mlanm.l p,.t,i-

"Here. p„..i... j„.t ,,„, ,|,i< ,,n." sinl ho. "Twontv-iuo
f.y eii.',.ir..n----

•
he a.hl,.,|. eoutninniu^ !,,. >oliloo„v '••We

<""l'l liave a magniflrent drau im:-room."
"''""'- '"•'•";• i^in.tteau. vou >e,,„ to I.,, in a fair wav to lu.e

UMir_\n!~. Are \ou dreaming:-"
'''So: 1 am thinking, wife."
"Then vo,, ,„ioht uait: your follies will ke,.p ,il| .h.vli^ht

a am- rate, eried she. and. fastening her petti..,,, under
H'r .ieep„,g _,a,.ket. she went f. open th.. door of their dau^di-
Ter • ri lo,,,. ^

"(™ne is fa.t asleep. She will no, hear a word
' "m.'. M..otteau. tell „!,. ahout it. What is it'-""We e;in give I ho hall."

"';';• ••' '"'•l! IIV give a h:,li: .Mv doar! on the word
Jin hon,..t woman, vou are dreamlTor '•'

'Drea

'fan hon,..t woman, you are dreaminir;
""'"-• ''"' !-t ^»f it, darlinJ!



Rise and fall of cesau hiuotteau

"Listen; you should always do your duty according to your
station in lit'c. Now tho CiovernnK'nt has brouirlit inc into

proniiniT.cc, I belong' to the (Jovernment, and it is incum-
bent upon us to study its spirit and to forward its aims
by developing; them. Tlie Dm- di' Riehelieu has just put an
eiid to tlif oeeupation of the Allied troops. Aeeording to M.
de la HiUardiere, ollicial functionaries who rciiresent the city

of Paris ou^dit to re^^ard it as a duty—each in his own sphere
of influence—to celebrate the liberation of French soil. Let
us establish beyond [(roof a ,<:enuine patriiiii-in which shall

put those accursed schemers that call themselves Lil)era!s to

the blusli. chy Do you think that I do not love my country?
I mean to show the Liberals and my enemies that to love the
Kin^ is to love France I"

"Then do you think that you have enemies, my poor
Birotteau?"

"Why, yes, we have enemies, wife. And half our friends

in tlie (piarter are amoni,' them. They all say, 'Birotteau

has sue) luck; Birotteau was once a nobody, and look at him
now I He is deputy-mayor; everythinj: lias prospered with
him.' \'cry well : there is a nice disappointment still in store

for them. Von should be the first to hear that I am a Cheva-
lier of the Legion of Honor; the King signed the patent
yesterday

!"

"Oh ! well tlien. dear, we must give the ball," cried Mine.
Birotteau. greatly excitcil. "But what can you have done
so great as to have the Cross?"

Birotteau was embarrassed.

"When M. de la HiUardiere told me about it vesterday,"
said he, "I asked myself, just as you did. what claim I had to

it. But, after thinking it over, I .<aw that I deserved it, and
ended iiy approving the action of the Covernment. To begin
with. I am a Royalist, and 1 was .vounded at Saint-Koch in

A endeniiaire; it is sonietliing. isn't it. to have borne arms
for the trood cause in tliose rimes? Then some of the mer-
chants think that the way I ili-eli.-irL'-ed mv deties a^ arbi-

trator at the Consular Trilmiial had triven general satisfac-
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tion: anil lastly. I am a deputy-mayor, and tiic Kin;: is dis-

triliutinL'' fmir Cnir-scs anion,;: the muniiipal authnriti.'s in

the city of I'aris. After they had <:one into the ehiims of the

deputy-mayors for a decoration, the I'rcfi'ci jtui me d

at tlie top of the lis Th
own

am:, lOo, i> ,-ure to know tnv

na me: thanks to ohl Ha;:on, I supjily him with the only hair

powder no wii use no one else lias tl ic ri'ci

the late i)

Mavor ha(

ueen u sed t

[le for tlie powder

ked

o wear, poor dear aiiunist victim I

mo up with all hi? mi,i:ht. What
The
I to

If the Kint: lmvcs nie the ("ross when 1 don't ask him
ir It. it looks to me a s if 1 could not decline it without fail-

ini: in

mavor.'

respect. Was it my doin^' that I was made a deputv-

'o as we nave th(e wind in our sail Wll as vour
unrle Pillerault savs when he is in a jokiiiL' humor, I have
Tiiaue up mv mind that we must: live up to onr lii^'h position.

If I am to bo somobodv. I will liave a trv at 1leim: w hate vor

iVovidence meant mo to be; a sub-prefect, if such is my
destinv. And vou make a trreat

im

his

mi?-tai wife when vol!

n^i-c that a citizen has dischar^'ed all the duty he owes
country when ho has suj)p!ied his customers with scent

the counter for a soore oi rears If t: le State (h

ma nds the co-o]K'ration of our inlell iirence, we are as muc
l)ouiid to give It. as to pay succession duty, or the door and
window tax. ft cirra. Do you want to sit at vour desk all

your life? You have been there a pretty long time (God
ho thank"d). The hall will be a private fete of our own.
No more o f thf f(or //'(//. that IS. ~hall burn the

signboard The (Jiicrii of Rn^t\<;. and the words Ces.xr BlROT-
TKAf (t.atk Ka(;<<n). Kktaii. Pi;i!irMr:i!. shall he painted

p-fnmt. I >hall ~ini]ilv put up PnjFCMiajYout on the shon-f

in hi le1t(M-s in-tead. There will he room on ho mez-
zanine floor for a cas' 1 de ind th( f.at.

rnom for vou. T shall make the 1 lacl tlo

dining-ronm and kitchen into a war.-h

and a nice little

p and the present

ako the first floor next door.

ouse

ik

T len I mean

nrough tlic wall. The staircase must he altered

ind make a wav into it

thatf

we can walk on the level out of one house and into the

i

'~ ^^^1
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;*o ,„";,;:::" '-" ^ «- -' <"— -i.™. f-.,,

i
,;^;:;-^i "r-j;::- ::,-;--, -,:-

shall i,i\(. a waitinir ,,,.,,,1 1 i ii i
.

'"'"'""''•
.^

i" ll".'V U-ill „nt M.. 1„„
•

M, 7 '"'" I"'"'''^ ^""
i.,,„i i

'
'""" '"'i".^^ fili''<I ;hi.] >t(,t)iu.rpc] in

^;r
•- :'" ^- <""' ^" ^:/ 1:. :;;r'^:;r,^;;;

|-V., ,l„l „,„ Ii,,,,, ,„ ,„„^ ,,„,, ,,,,^„ ,1^^ ^^.^

"" "1-^^. tho st(K'k. ,u„l t!i,. factory, have we? If
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you have a iiiind to im^aHo it, do nou- as vou did in I TO'?
liir huids are at ^oveutj-two, buy rcnlrs :\;ni would have
l.n tliuu.saud livres a year eomin- in uilhout drauin- any-
thin^r out of the lniMnes>. Tl„ n take advantaire of the
traji>ler to marry our Cesarnie, sell the business, and lot
us ,uo an. hve in yo,>r part of the world. Whv, anv time
b"- tlu'H' hlleen years y.u, have taike,! of bi.yin- the Treas-
"'.V 1-arn. tliat nice hiile j.laee near Chinon, with streams
aiul meadows, and wood., and vinevards. an.l erofts It'
^vnuU^ hnu^ynu in a thousand crowns a vear, and we botli
of .is hk,. the house. It is still u> be had for >ixtv thou-
san ,rown>. and my gentleman mu.^t meddle and n'.ake in
politics, mu-t he?

••' iM remen,ber what we an^we are perfumers. Six-
te,.. u.ar. ago. before you thought o{ the Superfine Pate
!- Sultanes and tu.Ca-mina,ive Toil,, i^otion! .f anv onead eome am sud to you. >Vou will have n,on..v enough
o buy the Ireasury Farn,.' wouldn't you have been wdd
^^>th joy.' \,.n- ;vell; ami now, when vou eau buv the

mi;:?' ;
' ""• ™"^ ^ „,„,„ „„ ,,„ „„;,,'ofn m,g o!>e every tune that you opened your n.outh, vou

•
,.m to talk ...juandering the uH.ney that we have earned

^n tbe sweat ot our brows, oars I niav sav. for all alonjr Ifuuya, there at the desk like a dog in a kennel. NowV
J'Mji ot turning five halfpence into siv farthings, and si.a hmg. ,nto nothing at all, wouldn-t it be better to have
;'

'''•"-'"'' '"''"•"'' '" " """"-y in i'an.. and a liou^e that
^ju^^^ti.tav at. and to spend e,ght months ,n the year at

;'\\a,, tdl the fnnds rise. Vou can give vour daughter

'"r.Mho. and the sab. of the business will pav for the

mn.^. <]ear. ,t is quite worth while, and there we can live

"That is just what I expecte(h-' said Cesar liirotteau.
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"Oh! _v(.ii liiink I am very fooli>li, ik. (lr,ubt. hut I am i

so foolish l)iit that. 1 liavi' looked at tlie thin^' all round. 1

tend to what 1 am goiiij: to say. Alexandre C'rottat is

son-in-law that would suit us io'a T. and he will have J

^aiin's practiee; hut do you ima^nne that he would he sat
iii'd witli a hun.lred thousand francs r (always sui)posi
that ue pay ddwn all our ready nionev when we marry <j

dau<,rhter: and 1 am .d that way of thinking, for I wot
have nothing hut dry hreail fer the rest of my days to ^

her as happy as a cpieen and the wife oi a Paris notary,
you say.) \"ery well, hut a hundre.l thousand frane.3 dow
or even ei/ht thousand francs of n/i^cs", would go no vv

towards buying Roguin's practiee.

"Young Xaiidro; (as we call him) thinks, like ever
body else, that we are a great d.'al richer than we are.
that father of his. a rich farmer who sticks to his proper
like a leech, does not sell something like a hundred ,-a

sand^^francs worth of land, Xandrot will not he a nohir
for TJ-.-uin".- practice is worth four or five hundred thcr
sand francs. If C'rottat does not pay half the money dovr
how will he manage the business? Cc'sariiie ought to ha-
a portion of two hundred thousand francs, and we shou
retire like decent citizens of Paris on fifteen thousat
livres a year in the funds; that is what I should like. If
cc^uld make you see all this as clear as davlight, you vvoul
have nothing left to say for yourself, eh r"

"Oh! if you have the wealth of the Indies "

"So I have, darling. Yes," he put his arm round h
wife's

fingers, irr
waist, ard tapped her gently with hi?

ed by the joy that shone from every feature of his fad
"i did not want to say a word altout this to you till ib
thing was ripe, hut, faith! to-morrow perhaps it will I

settled. This it is.

"Koguin has been proposing a business sj.eculation to mc
so safe that he and one or two of his clients, and l?a<rnn. an
your micle Pillerault, arc going into it. We are to" bu,

lioguiu think
some buih'ng land near tfie Madeleine
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..... IH... in e.vplo.t n. Thoro are s,x of us; e.eh ..•e.s

'.'"! I aiv i:„in- t,. t;ik.. I,
••

, r ;,

' "'"""• "M La-on,

haiK K' of the nan •nul '.
i \, ,

'
'"^''* "'^ '''^'

>".. ';i:;,l, rv -,;;,":,
i?"'-^^

'^Ti"

!-«'I>ararc lot*- hut > „ '

i i i

" '
""' f^'-'te intou< K't.s. Out jt would take too loii<r to ev„l.,ln if *

.-"n:'x::;;";;;i;-v;;;;:r:ir;

;

"

^^•-I'^'ll i.ave a million. Ces, n^ ^
in-e years t„„o

He shall have ^oI,l tl. . .

•'"^'"' •''" ''•' '"('"ty years old,

^I.v drar httie woman, vou know ,..„l,i„<. ^f h„ inn

?-ii::'^^..:;:d::r^":;rVd::n;'''^^^^^

fr -^ The e n.n n ^"
i'

'"'"''''"' ""'' ^i^'^' ^'^^-'^nd

'0 f- rai.ed r V ; ;":''''' ''"' ^"'•'-""".^and franes

there are o„r tluve hundre.l thousand
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fraiKs; and yni lion't owe an account iiiiiil it i- dui'. \V
iIh' IhII-^ fall >\\u: uc ^iiall l... iv:u\\ for tiiciu. uiih ili.. pn
of the lni>iiit-<. If w,. sl„,ul,l liii,| anv dillicultv in iihtI
thuiii, Ko-uin would Iciiil iiif the inoiirv at (Im- ['kt ..iit o
liiort-a-r u]i ipv -harr nf tl:,. iMiildiii- land. I'.ut llior,

no iici-d 1,1 ill, IT,, w. I have diM(,\civd a .-|r,Til;> fi.p niak
tlif hair ;:i-uu. a ( 'iiiiia,L:in nil. I,i\i:i-M<in has put in
hydraulic press for inc down vondcr for the hazel-nuts;
the oil .-h.uild he M|iiee/o,| ait at onee under sueli strf
pre.-siire. In a Vi"''- linie the |,rohahilitie- are that I ;-i

liave made a liundre(| th()ii>and franes at hast. I am think
about a pla(ar(i with /lo/m ,nUi \Vi;is! for ••' heading',
would make a prndi^idus seii-ation. )'„,/ don"t iiotiee h
I lie awake. Tlu-e three iiionih- past Maeassar Oil has i

let me sleep. I mean to do f,ir Macassar I"

•So th.,-e are the line plans that have heen runninfr
your head for a couple of months, and not a word to
ai)om thcni. .\iid I have just >.'en myself iici^-in^' at i

own dour: what a warning: from Heaven: Therc^will
nothing: hft to us after a while except our eves to cry w
over our trouhles, .\ever shall you do it s(i lon.ir as' I ;

alive: do .ou hear. ('(Var!' The're i< .s,,nie underhaTid w<
somewhere that you do nut .-ee ; y( u are .^o straiirhtforwa
and hoiK-t that you don't su-pect others of cheatimr. Wl
Tiiakes them co!;ie to offer you millions':' You are ^ivii
hills; y(Mi are L^oini.:- heyond your means: and hov\- if the (

does not take? .Suppose that the money doos not ;ome i

—suppose that you do not sell tho building- lots, iiow are y
froinir to meet the hills? With the hazel-mit shells'^ Y.
want to ri.-^e iti the world: you don't intend to have yo
name over your own sliop-d,),,r any lon,<rer: von mean
t;dxe down the sii:n--the (Jin-rri of 'R,>sr.^—;u\(\ vet yon a
tnakim: up ri-maroles ..f pro.pectu-es and placard^, ai
Cesar Pdrotteau's name will he ported up at everv stref
corner, and all over I he hoardiiiirs. wherev.T there is hiiiL
insi iroinir on,"

"Oh. no such thing! I shall open a hraneh husine
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•""!'•'• >!" name .,f |-,.,„n„,. | .h,ll „|,, , .1,,,,, .,„„„,,,,r,

I';-':

""• '»;' ;!'> I-ml,-,nl>. and put ,n voun^ An^rlme

"'";•'' ":" "'V '" ^'- ""' ^'""•- ''•'•^"" I'v .-.ar.ing their
";H"-^^- ;"

a I'HMU.^ thai may make his fortune. Tl„. puor
.;i^on, lunr looked very .,.,.K f„r some tune past, 1 have

liion;:ht.

'''"''•' tlio.e pcopl,. are affr vnur nmnrv
"

••Why, what, H.„,,|,, ,„, ,i,a,,,.,.r: Vnnr'uwn unele, who
]|'Vcs us hkchix.un lih'. and ,.,.,„. ,nd,neh,-n.,.v,.rv Sun-
''•'.^- "" '

'i'<'re IS that kind old h'a,.,,,, .,ur nre.W.ssor-ho phiv.lK.ton withu.:old i;ag„n, wul, a record ,.f fortJvar> „ttair dealing. And h.Mly, .h, y,u mean Roguin. a
""•^"•.v;i ''^'"'-..aman.d'lifty. uhoha.. h..„i„p.aerieef..r
-"v-hvey..a,v^ A notary „f,.ar,s would he' he hii

''V"""''.! ;'' '"""-^ ^''H^ "'T.. not e.,uallv go„d. My
;""'• ^^;""-P '--''"" Pn-h. Wh.r^i^th.p,

> '" «'>" as an honest man, i, weighs upon nn..-V„u
''^'alwa\slK.ena>.u.pi..io„. a. aeat! As Ln as we had

ha he ,u>,omers w.re th.vo -A ,nan has to go down

to Ue made. I'or a daughter of I'aris, y

"""';""•,"
'^ -- "" f- your- eternal fears -iei

n'' "I'""'
;',H'lHVr man than

1 am.-n Iliad list ^^
;--'. '

r'^ould nev,.,. have made the I'A,.. d,.. Snitane n.arnnnat,veT,„h, Lotion. UV have made a li
" ^

that

" >'i"p. I'ut II was ihoM' tw,, di.-eoveries and

you have scarcely any

re

d
r

•nir soap.?
"•""^I't in the hundred .n.d sixty ihou>and francs

lid ahdve the hu>i[i,.s> '_

'- for I iMve tall

^vhlch we hav,. „ver and ah„ve the l,uMm.s> l-R.n for'mv
I'nr as a perfumer, wo should he petty

1;" ;;"'"'-, '''"•' 1"" '" if •<> n'ake hoth ends nu^et. and I
^'|>.!d no, he nne of the notahle merchants wh„ eh.ct the
Pl--n,heTrihu,,alof(-o„„,,e,.ee:I.h,,uhl„oith..rhv
.

na,,„,|,,
, , ,lep„,y-nu.yor. Lo you know what

'

-f-uel have been? A shopkeeper like old Ha.on -
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offi'iici' tn liiiii, litr 1 n-intt .-liiijis; a .shop has hi'cii the iiu

iii^' i>f II.-. .\licr .sflliii^' prrl'iiiiury lor forty years),

tilimiM ha\f had ihivc ihou.-aiid livrcs a year, asliL-'has; a

a.s iirid's -n now. wlirri ihiii;:s arc twice a.> dear as they U:-

ti) lie, ue ii.o ^liuuhl ha\e had hai'dly eiiou^jh to live U|>i

(Hay aller day. ii ;:(.cs lo my heart iiKire and more to thi

of thai old couple. 1 mu.-l come at ihe truth; I will ha
It ..ul of I'opinoi lo-morrow.)— Yes. if I IkuI taken ailv

of you, of you tiial are afraid of your own luck, and ;i

alway^ a.-kinj; if you uill have to-morrow what you hold I

dav. I shoidd ha\c no credit, nor ihe Cross of tlie Le^Mon
lIoiKjr, and I should not he lookrd on as a man who kno'
what he is aliout. Oh, y.iu may shako your head; if tl

succeeds, I may be deputy for Paris some day. Aha! I w
not named Ce.sir for nothin<r; every! Iiin.i,' has succeeded wi
n^P-—Thi.s is inconceivable: I'hcryiiody out of my ov

house admits that I have ?ome capacity; l)iit liere at'hoir
the one person that I want so much to please, and I toil ai

ni .il to maKe her liappy. is just the very one who takes r

for a fool.""

There wa? such a depth of real and constant affection
:

these phrases, divided uj) by eloipient pauses and ]v'.^h

forth like cannon halls (as is the wont of those who ta ;< i

a recriminating attitude), that Mnie. Birottcau in hoi .-ecr

lieart felt touched, hut. wife-like, she took advantage of tl

love she inspired to p'lin her own ends.

"Very well. Birottcau,"' said she, "if you love nie. lot e
be liappy in my o.vri way. .Neither you nor I have had ai

education; wo do not know how to talk, nor how to flatti

like wor!dly-W!^e people, and how can you e.xpect that \

should succeed in ollicc under (iovernment? I rnv.-e

should be (piite haj)py at the Trea.-ury Karm. I have alwa'
been foiid of animals and birds, and 1 could spend my tiri

• luite \\e!l in lookiuj,' after the poultrv, atid livini' 'like
farmer's wife. Let .; sell the business, marry our Cesarin
and let your I inogcn alone. We will pass the winters in Par
in our son-in-law's house, and we shall be happy; nothing i
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I''liii<'.-^ iinr in Inisincs. .••uiM ,l,an-.- nur wa\s. Whv 8h..ukl
y>u ir.N tM,.,|,,,.... ,.,l,,r ,H.nj,|..y |,,„„ our l-ur.unJfMou^'h
t.T u>.' W h,.;, y.it a;v a .iiillmiKmv, uill \uu 1„. :,b|,. ,,, ,..^
•^^<"i''n';;r> a <iii.V' I),, ym u.uu auorlur wif,-? |.„uk at
'"";'" 'i'"';"'!': II'' i> w.M.ly >al,.|i,.d u„h ul,at i,. ha>
a>HU,H.,nl>h.. |,f.. ,„,l,.,„^p,n,l. \Vl,al,|o,. hku,,.! uuh
'""• li'n..tu.vr For I know vuu ha;,, h.,,, or,|.r,„,. funu-
'inv: I saw Hraschon in tlie >l,o,,. and Jir vwis not i,r,v to
liuy -cini.

••W'-ll vs. darlin- thrre is .o,,,,. f„rnitun' uuhrvd lor
.you. Ill,, workmen will l„.K,n i,M.i,,rrow un-lrr an arciu-
tiH-t r..<.oniiii,.ii,l..,i l,y M. ,1,. hi Hillanli,.re."

'•(i,-i),l Lord, have incn.y upon us!"
"Uhy. you are unn.a>,,"nahl,., ,,,.1. Do vou liiink that

fn-.h nnd pn-tty as you are, you .an -o and lairy vourself
"' tl.,r.y-M.v,.n at Chinon:-' I n,y.~,.ir. ,hank tl,e'i;,nl. am
""l.v .Inrty-nuK.. Chance has op,.ned up a fine ean.,.r to
'"<• 'i"d I am aoinfr to enter npon it. If I niana-a- wi.sejv
I ean found a liouse famous auion^^ I'ans eiti.ens. as people'
".<c.,l to do, huild up a busin,..s. and th,. P.iroUeau.s shall
- .K,. Wuin. Coehin, (;uillaume. i.e Ba.., .\u.im:,.n. Sail-
lard I opniot. and Matifa^, all of wlio.n are maki^^^ or have
>na-l«'. their mark in the,r .|uari..r. Com..! ,,mH.! if this
speculation were not as ,«afe as .'old in<-ots

"

"Safe!''
"^ =

"n'"' '?.-', ^
'""'' '"'''" reekonini: it out these two

months. Without app,.ann- to d,> so. [ have U-.n makin<r
HKIuirus as to huildini:. at the H.'^tel d,. Vill,.. and „! archi!
cj^t. ami eontraetors. M. Wrin.lot, th.. ^.un; anlntect

capital to invest in our sp,.eu!ati(m."

.

''!'• l<'-vs il.at th-re will he !,„us..s t.. build; he i^ ur-
iHL' you on so as to jrohl.le vou up

"

'•(an people like I'illerault. like Charles Claparon, andR...,n e,akeniny__ The,aini.w>seertamas^he profitson I tie / ,;//'. you see,

"But why should Koguin want to speculate, dea.r, when
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he liuH l)iiu-li[ 111- |ii;i(tirc iiiid iii.nlc hi- Idrlimf':' I sc

him ^'o i)y ••oiiulliiic- ; In- luok- ;i> ih()U<.'litt'iil ii- a iimii-icr

he lia> an uiiiliTliand |,Hik that 1 fh> imt like; he has sccrt'

care-. Ill li\c yeais In- has cninc i . lu.ik like an old raki

\Vh(i-c Udiil ha\i' y>u fur ii ihai jir uiil imi \:{kv to his heel

as .-oon a- \onr inoiicv i- in In- hand-? Surh llnn^/s hav
hi'cii known. !)o we knuu niiK h almiit hiin? It i.- Ii'iic tlia

^^•' iiiivi' Ihm'Ii acijuainted fur lillfcii \car-. hut he is not on
tli:il 1 uoiild jiiit my hand uilo ilir tire for. 1 liavf it I li

has o. I'lia : he docs not |i\c wuh his wife; h,. has nii-trt's.si'

no doiiht, and liny arc ruiniiiL: hini ; ihrrt' is no oilu-r nasoi
for his low -pini- th^i I -i r. .\s I drc-s in the rnorninjj

1 look llij'oii-h the hiind-. and I -oc him iroinjr liotno on foot

\Ahcri' docs he ((inic from!' .NoImuIv know,-, it looks ti

nit' as if he iia<| .uiolhcr c-iaiili-hniciit Miiiicwhcrc in town
and he -pciid- one v,a\. and madainc anotlicr.

'"Is that a life for a notary ? If they make lifty ihou
sand franc- and .uct lhr'.iii:h >i\ty thousand, then' will h
an end of the monc\ ; in twenty year.- time they would hi

a.s hare as shorn lanih.-; hut if a man i- u-ed to shine, he wil

plunder his friend.- without merey. Charity should prop
crly he^'in at home. The little ra.-eal du Tillot, who used t(

he with us. is (Uie of his eronie.-. and I see nothing frood ii

that friendship, if he could not find out du Tillet, he i

very hIind; and if he knows him. why does he make so niuel

of him? Von will say that tln'i'c is sometliimr l)etween I.'o

fjuin's wife and du Tillet. \'erv wdl : I look for no iroo(

from a man who has no sen-e of honor wliere his wife is eon
forneil. .\nd in any case, arciTt the owiu'rs of the hiiildin;

U)ts very stufiid to sell the worth (d" a hundred francs for i

liundre<l sous? If you were to meet a child who did no
know what a louis was worth, would vou not tell him
Your -troke (d" hu-iness looks to me niy-elf very much hki

a rol)licT\-, no oll'ence to \(iu.""

"Dear me' what <pieer thiuL's women are snmotinies. anc

how thev iniv u]) their idci- ' If i'oi'-uin had never mod
died in the nuitter. you would have said. "Stav. Cesar, stoj
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ii l»ii
;
yoii arc ailiiijr witli.na (ohmiIimi^' I{(.;,Miin. ii will coino

'" "" .-'""'' I 'I 'ill- |>iv-i.iit iii>tiuur lio It. j,lc,|^',.,i as it
ucri'. iiiiil _V"ii tell mi

'

"N<i; it I- ;\ M. ('hi|ianin."

••i>ui .1 iiiiiai\",- iia.iif raijiiui a|.n.'ar in a spc.tilation "

''''"•" "l'} 'li"iil'i II'' i|.. >uiii.'ili,iiu; a-ain>l tli.. law?
What >\n voii siy lo llnil. y.ai uli,. aiv -iicli a slKkl.T fur
\hf law y

••.lii-t let tiir iro <>u. l.'n,Lriiiii is ^^oiiii: into it himM'lf. and
Vnll t.'ll nir thai it will cniil.' tu ||n -

1. [. ,|,,,t „.,„'j|,l,,y
A-ain you siy. -lie i- iluinir soiii.'lhiit;,' aj^aiiir-t the law.'
i'-i't hiv nam.' will appear in it if iicv-arv. An. I rmw \„ii
"•Ii '"' that -hr ,. ru-h.' M,i:l,t n..t p.., pi,, sav as much ..f
in.;.' Wa-nii an.

I I'lll.Tault mi-ht .jii-t a- w-il siv ..f mr
'Why ar.. you gojn^r j,,,,, this « hm v.>u arc wall,'. win. r jn
richt'si''"

" ""

"A traih^Miian is on.' tiling' an.l a iiotarv an..tlu'r;' ob-
j'''''il Mill.', liir.itti'au.

"In sh.irt. my .oiNci.'iic.. is .piitc .l.-ar." C.'.sir went on
I'' "pi- who ,-.!!. Mil h.'cauM. th.'v .aniint h.^lp if w,. arc
"" 'ii'"v mhhinir llin,, than sw rJ. fuii.l-hol.l.-rs wh.'n wc-
hiiv_:il M'vcnty-fiv... T.-day you huv huil.lin- !.,ts at to-
•liiy> pn.'.'

: in two years tim.' it will 1„. ditr.T.nt. ju^t as
It i< uilh nnlr... You may I,,' .piitc sun'. ('onstanr..-P.arbt-
•'"><rli"i" I'lllrrault. that ymi will n.'v.T .'atdi fVsar Hirot-
''"' 'i"i'i^ .•uiyihiM-: that is a-ain>t th,> law. nor a-ain~i lijs
r.ms.i,,,,.,, „„r unsmipulous or not <trictlv )n-f'an.l fair
""It a man who has Inrn in hunn.-s ..j-htcVn vars should
'« sii.-pM.ci.d m his own familv ..f cli.'aiin.^ I"

*•<'"""- <V's.r. ho pa,-ili..d: "a wifV wh.^ has known vou
"11 'li''" tun.' knows tlir d.'plhs of ^,,ur .-oul. Vou arc "themasfr alter a!!. Yo,, mad.- th.' mon.v. .lidn't vou :^ It is
y'lir- y,,u can spend it. Wc nuL.dii h,. hrou-ht to the Inw,..t
.i.'pths of poverty, hut nciih.'r vour dau-htcr nor I w..uld
ever .siy a .-in-le w,,r.l .d' repmarh. Hut li.~i,.n. When von
Jnventcl the I'atc <!es .Sultanc^ an.l th." Carminativr' Toilet
J-'i">n. what risk .li.l vou ruu:^ Five or sit thousand
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fraiK- |i(rli,i).v 'rn-,l;,\ w,„ ;,r,. ri>kin;,' all you hnvo c
Hii^I.- Makr, ,111,1 \nii aiv IK. I tlir miiIv plavfr'iri llii« gj^

""•'
f"""'

"'' 'I l'i<'i> iiuu turn oiiiV-iiarj.. r than vuu
"^'•11 ..M.iM ^u,. this ball and haw the r ns n>(l,vuni

"ml -iu;u\ a thuu^an.l fra.K ; ..v,.,- n ;, „,.,l,,,,, ,.xp,.„.,.
'"" 'Hihnu.>--l.ul a^ tu ih.. Maih.l.HH atnnr. 1 ,,„ agains
oner an,! t.,r all V,M, arc a prrt'iuiirr ; he a [Mrfiimer
n.'t a >p,., ,i|,,i.,r in iMiihlni- lan,l. WV u,,mrn haw an
t'tin.t that ,!,.,< nut I,m,1 n> astray. I ha\.. uarncd v
now act un y.mr .,« n i.l.-a>. Vuu hav.. hc,.n a jud-f ni
'I'nhiinal .,f C.niincrcc. y(,ii kn,,w the law. yon havv stcr
y-ur h.ial UKcly. anil I uill h,ll,,u \mii, (Vsar! But [ si

have itii.i:i\i„^r, „„,|| I ^,, ,. |-,„.,;,,„, „„ ., ,,„,j,j ,^,|^j^',

('.saniic well nuirnci, (;,„| ,..„,| ,hat n.v <ircam was
pr<>|ih,'ti(!"

This iiiccknc-^ wn- ann-nini: f" I'.imtt.au. Ife had
onnrsc to a simple .traia-c,,, winch he found useful on si
o' ea-ions.

"Li>ten. (^onstan.v: I have not nallv -iven mv wo
tiiouLMi It is as l'oimI as if I had."

'•Oil! f'esar, there i> nolhiiii: in,, re to he said, so lot
Pav no more a!i,,ut it. Hon,,r h,.fore riehe<. Come .ret ii

h<''!. dear: there ,. no firew(M,d left. HcHdes. it 'is oa*^
to ialk in he,] if it amus.s vou.— 0!i ! ;;, :,,| „rew,.. j ha
(ioo,! !.,,rd. t.i MV ii,nir^rlf' Why, it was fearful!
(oarine and [ will make a prettv number of nnirainrs \

the siieepss of the land."'

"«»f (,,111—, the help nf (;„d woMhl do „s MO harm" ]

rotteau ,<aid -rawly, "but the essence of hazel-nuts is
[)o\u.r hkew.se. wife. 1 .liMowivd this, like th(> Pate r
Nnitanes hy accid,nt

; the first tim.^ it was by openinrr
i'ook. hut It was an en-ravin- .,f llrro and Lrarxlrr t'h
sn--.-tc,l this new idea io me. A woman, vou know po,
in- ,,il on Ii,.r lover's head: isn't it ni,e:- the most certa
speenlath.ns are th,,^. that aiv based on vanitv, ^elf-love
a re-;ir,l for appearances. Tliosc >entunents' will never
extinct."'
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IMSK AM, FA,. I. ,.,.• ri.;s.vl{ !UlMmKAU lo

'Ala>. I see that elearly
"

••Ata.erfa.nap.,"purM.ed Miro,,,.,,,. -men w,II ,1., ..nv-
"';,,'" ^'-7 ''^"^';" "'-' f'-i^ ^^'-n .he^ have u,.u.
11

-'u,.ha,r.h..saMdaIison.or.|,:,., „,;„,. ,,„,,„
;;;" "-^''-.l-.r -he hair as well as Maea.sar (..I, s!;;::

'•'';";;•""•'' ''^'; —reamnn,' u,,.,.,,. ami unme„ ,iu m.t"'-'' ;...l-. eh ..h :....' S,. ,he .ie.nam! r,.r ,a*"':;"';"•"'"-" '"-plained l,y .he ,„.,„..,,, ,„„,„.^.

•''''•'''"': l-il like l.read. ami all ,heM,ure..,h,;,i,-..e--.-" uil ,!..uh,I.., 1,.. „,.,,,.,„, , „„, .

-

':
:;';:^n I r^^ -•-

; ,

'• ,' r'""-"
''-"'""• '-y -..-ion .0 Inn, to.Mu.r--u ami ask him to a.-ee,,t that en,wavn,^ uh.eh I have

.
nd a, a-t a.ter im.nirin. for ,, f,.r two years ,n ii!""'".' AI. amiuelu, ,, on^'a-e,| i,, amihvl.,- hair nre-;'-'v .!:. M,l,..,.,. .,. Chiinvville ,wh,. isas.;;.ia,. \ .

'"'" '""'•("•"•'-— > of elu.mieals) .ellsm,.. If ,
,- ^--ry .wnrs with In. my ...em.e wni la. ho„,h ^^^-^'-- here ,. „ r,„inne M, my idea, I n.jM.at.

'

(i„.ul"••'^'ns! I cannot .-.h,-., f„r it K j,
' |.„.L.iK. 1,' , „

ay. dearie. ]\,>\\- ahmit your h'llP f „r„



2<t

^ood ,„anv ,„.„pl, , ,; :
!-J'^''"''"J*^ .^"» "'i^l't have d..i,e .

fnr hventv tli.,i|.,,,,,i i',,;,, ,

' ' ' ''"' l"'''n Ins surety

have arr,i,„,,,I „i.i, ,.,,,. ,

' ';' ""' -I'lir.-w,.. ,.,,„| i,,,,, j

:'-> ^" ,.»«.;,,":'; :;,,""„;; ""» ""-i^".. n..,

asnnul, l,„,i„,;,
„„„-""'''• -'1^ Molin,.,,,, , ,,„„

"V.M. Ii,,v,. ,,,,,1,
"".'""'"";»- "S a Minisl,.r."

I am .Mfcpv."
"'*'" ^""1 '"'^"les, Bin.tteau,

'(ioiMi-niorilllur *'
r/ifi,,.., 7 l

•-''-n<U';;,;:^,f;^V '''''• ''''^- >- sha i

poacofully snori^^^
^'' Constance and Ce.ar were

hold Zlu',:!Zn rii'"
'^'••^''^"^ '^'^^"^>- ^^ ^'- hon^e.

por^onaiTos i„ f,,i, N,;.. i„
'•

! ;! .i ";V"
^''"^ '"" Principal
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moreover. -Ih' Mnwi.. .ham., i-v uh,,-!, (•..„ i:,r„„„a„ h.

aym. ban. ,1,. d.,ul,s.f InsduH-aH.ranW,!.. ',;. >

the vici.-siiiKl,,- .,r <,,iiii!:,.r(>- „ ,',
,"

rfr-'-'^-
-'^^^"fTi:",:-^:;;;;;::,'^

,, .. M.,.,,m,,-..,„„e l-,„. ,,,,„,. ,„,,„,„„„
" t'

A ™ii,T l,.„,|„cs Birottrai, I,,- nan,,-, living „c;,r n,i„„„

i;.::
; :^:::J:;'''V;;;''

;'•""'''•;-»" '"»"'''-^

that li.. ,l.r,,l ,„, t, l; "' 'r"'''"'''
'"' ?"<"! "'•>>

h.;.-o„i,i ,K.v,.r rAw,','!': ;:;.„',:;"
''^ '"• '"'-'f 'hat

bv the arni.v. and durint' il

f.T
1^ _f >,!"'''"• -i <--M"M.n. At tiK. i,,at,le of th- Tn.hl.ia'Viacional.l .ailed for v.,|„ni,.,.r- ,

"""''



-•^ iMsi: .\\i. r.M.i oi- cKSAi; luuoriKAr

'' 'l'l"'^"'''l '" i- til- .!-!i,u uf i|„. |lir,.,,(M!i~ ihat, other
inrn >li,,,il,| Hii..,!;ini il,,,,,. m- liu,, ,•., „i,- -huuld bu too
t^trmi;: for tli,.,,! m hi.ivv, r ih,-, iiii-|,t i,,-.

'''" >"i"i-''-' -'II i> il„. , liH.f r.run- Ml thi^ S.rnr. When
*!'7"' ^^''^ r-nrl,.,.,! ,x,.,r- m|,i.

,,,„i ,,,„|!,| ,,,,,,[_ ^.^j^^.^ .^^^^
^'(''"'- '"• I'-I'l !'•'' 'l-iru!. :i,i,i null mii. |,.i,i. ,„ his [..ckot
'*' •"" "" ''"! '"• l''in^ lu ,„,ikr hi> l^a-Uii,,., ()„ Ihr ivc-
'""""'"'"""I "'' I" .i|'n!li.c;ir\ li, 'I'niii-. M ;,„,! M„ie
Hii-on. nt;.il ,., rfiw,;, ,-. i,„,k iMin ;,- ,,,;„!,! h„v. ( e*ar
''^'''" '"' "'i-

I'
-'! "!

.1 p.iM- .,r hulmail..,i >Ii,h.^ a
I''"'- "t '>v,.hr-. l,i,H. -i-nki,,,,. ,, .j,r,-i:,.d u-nistn,nt. a
count rvm.in-; j,i,.k..i. thn-.. ,n,,,,|.. >liirt> ,.f -

1 !,„,.„ aii.i
U stoiH U;,lk,M-~li,k. li:, I,,,,- Mlljht l,r rli|,|„.,| ilk,' a
chnr,^l,>r-<. but hr u;,, :, -„| i,l i v-l,u 1 1 1 Tnu n.n^,.., u ; ;,n,l anv
t(Tl(ii'li(V ti) li;r la/:iii.-.. '">ii'"'H III his (liMiict \va- coiin-
'*''*•''•'' '" lii"i I'.v .•« MP.n.,^ ,l,.Mr,. to niak.. liis wav m the
"^"'''-

'''•''^M'- !- '.va. l,M-k::u- M„n,.whai ,„ in-a,n~ a^ in
Hin-alin„. l„.t h.. ha.l iulHr,i,,| „,,ri,'ht nwtinfts and scrupu-
lous iMlr::r,iv r,,,,,, !iis tnoih.r. who had "a hrari .,f i^^.M/'
as .!_ say m 'I'lHirainc.

'"r~,ir v.a~ paid .,\ fran.^ a in.uii!i hv wav of wa^^c-^ Flo
f.oard.d inti,,. h,,„.,, ,„d ,!,.j„ ,,„ , ,.„,kied,rd ,n th. attics

f"! ";
"'• -'-vanf. n.oni. Th. :.,|,n:,.n showed him how

^" '';' ^""' '""-^ ^""i I'" "P P^nv,.|.. ,„ sweep out tho .hop
:'"'\':'*' l''-'^"'""" l"!'"iv it. and mad,. ,, !u,tt of hiui. hivak-
iilir him ,n lo i,:,-i,„._ ,riM- ih. maniuT ,f thoir kind and
''l""''^'"- '" ''i"'i'l

^' ^-'"i 'l-.il of a,..u.oM,.nt (for th.-m-
sclve^l wuh h,. :n-tnu!!n„. M. ,u,\ Mm.. U,.„n ...oko to
l'"n a^ ,f •„. u,,v . du_.. \„!,.„K. ,,,,,,,, ,„,,, ,,,.,.,, ,,,_„

pronim,Mn:,ht l,,-. ,ud h. «m. ,dton vmv tired ami footsore
ot a m;:hl altrr trampiuu- oN,r the iKneinent.-, and his
;^7''''"'^ ;'^";" -l-'l- Th. ,,nn,-,ph. -ea,!, for hn„-e!f."
hat p.^pe! of .na, .m;,... put in appli,a;ion. made Cesir'.

^7' '",'^";'^ " "'' '''"'! '''• ii- ii-'^ to erv sonietimPS

;V"'"
"""-'.' ^^•'— ^'T. and 1.,. ihou^lit of Tou,aiiu>. where

trie pea-am w,.rk^ kM-.or,.S ..,.,! ,i.., ,,,-..' i
• .•

„i , , I

' "" 11. '-"U iaKes his time
->''""t la\in^ a >tu,H, and io,l ,> judieioudy tempered by
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i'-, '" '^ nni all rn... ;,t ,1,,. 0.,v. ,;//,-,.w a,uLrk

iH- hnu,.. and ,i,.n,lu.|„.ok.;:na,n.l with (Vsar Ir
^ H... ..,„,.,.,! ,,„. s,un!:,y. wa. a ,.|,arn,in.- .-n.alur,. in 1 ..•uso

,1,. ,,„„r ..rrand l,ov. wh,, ,.„t fo,-., , ,, w

''"" '-il^'' 'ill iinman Ihmii-. wli,, have III) niic to care f(

.', ' '' "'^ ( t>,ir under her win.-- nu^M.n.t Inyo pa.sa;:..s f„l|ow..d. at .lii.-h the a^ nton ;>'

i,\,.r f'/.^'ii- for .. , '
' '"•''' threw

.„n,™J .•.:;''""/""^'"-^'>;.^-'''^'--n,v. a fellow-I'Mintrvman ( '"'- "ho was hidin- in •"•is; and tho

•'-,-r.;:;;::::;;:;:;;,!;;:;,':\:--;:r-t''-'-'^^nicd to lii. lit',,. ],j^ f,,,

-~ ' n ' ; V" ''''' '""•""''' '"'' '""/or Pari'

,.

;7j'-^"'''< '-'-vlnn. over. hepro,.M,Ivro4eo,nn
t'

;

-!- had not real,.,d .nv of his intnifiw. ulea. a. to".^^
'"^ nl;. La>e,v,o„s. had-ten,pered. fawninir. and vuvn-ia -Ihsh wo,nan. given to drink, she had jarred on R !
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ii\'iu ^ iin-Mji|ii.-iir;ii( il luitiiri', iind luid upcncd out no
fiiiurc Id liim. At nines ilic punr liny t^aw with di

that lie uas 'hi-und l.y ilic ^t^tln;:(M of ti^s for a simple h. art
to a (rralni'c will: whom he had no ^vlllililthv. By the time
that he ua> .-d five he had dcvrldM,:!. and iiad ruai.-hcd the

nilf of .-lAircii. His w It.- had hrcii >hari'fia'd hv Crsiile and hv
thi' shopniciTs joke-; he mI hiiiiM'if t.. t.-arn tlio business.

Iiitrlli^'iiitc \va> hiihhai h. nratli hi- -iiiii)liritv. He watched
the cii.MoiniTs with -hivuil f y. .-. In hi< -jiarc moments ho
asked for exphniatinn- ( <ai( I'laiiiiLr the ii'iod.- ; lie remera-
hcfed whei-e everyihiiii,'' wa> kept : one fine da\ he knew the
p)od~. prie,-. and (jiiaiii m ie< in >t-iek hetter iJian the newer
eomer-. and theiieeforward .M. and Mine, liaeron looked on
him a> ;i settiecl iii.-titntii-n.

When the l>'. .jiiiHtion of the terriiile year II. made a clean
sweep iif ( iiren i;aLr"ii"~ hmiH'. (\'>ar liirotteau. promoted
to he second a>,-i-iant. inipfoved liis po-ition. reeeived a
sah-iry of fi ft v |i\re- pr nionili. and siated himself at the
h';i;:ons" tai.le witli j,.y nn-p.-akahle. 'i"he stvnnd assistant
at th(> siuMi of the (Jiirrii ,,f /!,,..,'.< liad hy this time sa.vd .-ix

hunilred frane.. and !ie ii,,w li;ni a ro.mi liHed with furni-
tnre ^nch as he had for a lon^' time coveted, in which he
coiiM ki'ep t!ie he|,,n-inu> which he had accnmnhited under
lock and kev. On l>eeadis. divvMij after the fa-hion of an
epoeli which alTceied miiuh and homely wa\^. the quiet,
hiind.h' pea^ant hid lonkcd at iea.-t the equal of otiier younj?
citizen-, and in ihi- wa\ lie o\erleapt the social harriers
which 111 d(inie-tic life would, in dilferent times, have been
raised heiwceii the pea-ant and the tradinjr cla?.sep.

Towards tlie end ef tli.it vcar lii- honesty won for him the
ontri.l of ih,. till. 'I'hi- awe-in>[)irin,<i Citoyenne K'airon
saw !o his linen, and hu-hand and wife treated him like one
of the familv.

In \"en(]emiairt> i::M C.'-ar I'irntlean. heinrr possessed of
one liiindi-cil rrdld loiii^. eN.iMn-cd tliem for six thousand
franco in a-^i-nats. hoiiirht r>iif'\< therewith at thi'ly francs,
paid for them when depreciated prices ruled «tn the Ex-
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chanp. a,ui i.oanlnl ln> Nnk-m..,,,, wuh .ins,„.akab!.. de-
li^h. iTun, that,.v Inrwanl he loll„w,.d th,. r.M. and rail
" he land, and th. .-ours, of .vent, wuh a >ee,vt anxiety- '"ad" Ins heart nea, la.t a, .he „d,n.s ..f evervvtetory- 'let..at whi.-h marked the history ..f that perio.f
At this critical p.riod .M. Jia^on, s..n,etiine |,urv,.vor of

p.r uni.,. ,o Her Maj.-tv <7ucen Marie- .\:uo„h.,u., co^ilided
"; (''sar I irotteau Iiis attachment to the fallen tvra; .<
lins /••nfulenc-e was an event of eapital importance in
'•MI.. Jile Ihe Toiiraiiueaii uas iran.sfornied int.. a

f^:naMcal adherent of Uovahy in the co,ir>e of evenin-r con-vcrptumsalt.^ tlu. shutter, were put up. the hook> lasted,
-"'1 •!. . reets qu.ct wuhout. Ce.ar was simph .Lvini^
li; natural instincts, lli.s nna.dnal.on kmdled at the'tale
;•'-'- v.rtuons deeds of Louis XM.. follow..! hv ane.-do,es
'';M bv m..,and an.l wife ..f ,he ..„,] ,„|„i,,, „,: „„. ^.

'

;;'-.tlH.y.xy.lled. ll.s t..nd..r hear/ was ivvolted hvU^
t-rril.l.. fate of the two .-nnvncl hea.is. struck ..ff hu, a few
i'^H-s fn.m the sh..p d.,or. an.l he .•onceiwd a hativd for a
^}>

em of frovernment which p.,ured forth innocent blcid
that cost nothin..,' to slied.

Commornal instincts made him .p.ick to s... th.^ death

;;

trade in the law ..f ma.untnn .Irices. .nd i„ noSsor.ns whu^h alwavs hode ill to husin.ss. In li,/,,ualitv
" P'Ti'niu.r. ni..reover, he loathed a Wev.,Iut,.,n that for-
'".le powder, and was respon>ible f.,r the fa^hum of wear-n^ t he hair « /a 77/«.s. The tran.piiUity .ecnivl to the na-tion hv an absolute monar<-!iy seemc.l to he ,|,e on., possible
'^""I'tion ,n which life an.! property would he safe so he
«a-\ed zealous for a monarchy.
M. Ra^on fin.ling so apt a disciple, ma.le liim ids assist-

ant m the shop, and iniliafd him into th.- s..cn.t< .,f the
<.""/n Of Roses. S.une of the ..u.tom..rs w.t.. t!ie most
active and devoted of the secret a^..nts of the Hourhons. and
f^'pr up a correspondence bptw....n Paris ;:nd tlie We^t
( arned away by youthful entiiusiasm, eh-ctrid...! hv c.ntactwuli such men as Georges, La BtltardiOre, Montauran. Bau'

m
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van. I,<.ii-n\. Mainia. l^mii.T. .in liu.'uic, and I'Mntain*,

Civ-ar liun-r'iinii-'li mln ihc vnu~yir.:r\ mi ih- lolli \ rnde-

„i,ain'. uhni i;,.\aiiM> auJ '^.^^-nM^ nii,lMn,d agaiu.l the

"rrsir !iad li.r iiniinr of uarrint: a.-ain-t Xapolnui on tlio

Avi>. nl ihr ( hiinh nl >aiht i;ucli. aiul 'A a- woninlc.l al thr

l„.on,iiiii,u- nf ill,. a,H"ii. i;'.' ry nrr kn-w- iIm) n-alt nf this

atirmpt. 'I'iir nl.nuriiy fr"iii wli.'ii I'.aira-" ahlr-(l,-ra;i!;'

thru riii.M-.Ml ua> r-ir.atrair.^ -aha.inii. A iVw frirnds

canird ih.' !,rllir(i-i' ruiini.'r-liaiid li I'l iIh' '.''/'tn of

Ito.srs, uliciv !ir lav 111 lii.iiii;: in lii'' .uarnt. inir-..d hv Mine

IJa-nn. and In. kv 'lu !.• 1,1;-,.nm. C-ar"- military .•.iurage

had !»- 11 iiuUi!!''- i.iit a l!a-h. Duimiil;- lii- lUdntli of con-

val, ..,,.,,,,• hr cai;;.' L- >'«•< -'Und (,inclnMnn> a> to the liidi-

crnii.- alliaiHf of [.nlnu^ a;:d p.Truinrry. 1 f a ijnyaii-t lie rc-

niain.d, lif iiiadr up in^ iiiind llia! lu' -A.nihl he simply and

SMhlv a i;..\ar)-l prrfuiii-r. li:.!l Im' v.niild wwr cninpromirie

liim-'cli' apiin. and Is.' thr-w hini--rir hody and soul into his

callinLT.

Ai't.T the iMh r.niiiiaiiv. M. and Mmo. Ha^'on, dispair-

in- of ihr llnvaliM ran-... dit. laiiim.l 10 rctifc from iIk' pcr-

fiinirrv tfad„-.'i.. ii\.- \\\r n-jMriahh' private eiti/.eiis. and to

era,,, i,, in.ddlc in ]iMli!:r-. If tiiey wrfe to receive the full

value (d" th. ir ImMiie-. li li(lio\cd tlicin to ilnd a man who

liad more hoiu-iy than ainliilion. and more hoinrlv sense than

hrilliamv. m. K'a-oi, l,r Mc;;.'d the matter to his first assistant.

I'.irotb.iu hr itat.-d. Mr •.\a> twcny years old. with a thou-

sand francs a \<->\- iiniM.d m the pnhlie fnnd-^ :
it was his

amhition to u'o to !i\'' near ( liiiion a-^ soon as he -hould have

lifltvn Imndred fraii.- a \. ar. and ihe I'irM Con-nl. after oon-

solidaiinu' !ii> po>iiiin at the Tuilcries. should have consoli-

dated til.' tiatioiial ilri.t. ih' a>ked !Uin>elf why ho should

ri-k hi- littli' hoi!r-!;\-rarntd ind.jM luU'iiee in Imsine-s. He

liad iM'Ner e\pret.(l to niiike -o n,ueh wealth; it wa> entirely

owin-- to ehanee- whiili are oulv emhraetMl in youth; and now

he wa- thinkini: of la^xHi- a v. ;fr in T-'Ui-aine. a woman wlio

should have an e<iual fortune, so tiiat he miglit buy and cul-
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'
' " llli'll Ih' llihl -t'l I.JMLnil

lll\ i-'.iriii. a Int nf laml

'^''"'- "' 'In am,,
I ,,f a.hliii- nmr,. Ian,! i,, ih,. 'I'lva-ury

i ."-ni. nf niakin- a i!i,Mi>aihl .-rnun- a war. nf U-.uhu- a liannV
•""' "''-'^"'' i"'' 'li''>v. II.. ua~..i, il„. ,„„ni ,,r ivru-in.r tlio
1"--Iiiinrrs <,tlVr. a|,..„ |„u. mi.1.!,.,:Iv alfr,.,! I,n iv>„ln'ti„„s
""' "i'll'q'lf'i 111'' Inlal ..f liis aii,l,iii,,ii> i,v !..„.

SiiKv IrMilcV haM. ,i,>,'rii,.M. C'-ar lia,! I,. I •. -i.^ach- lif,-
iti:- u.,.~,,artly a.,,nM,|n,n,v,.n,ai.l uurk. paiilva drVa.l ,.f
t!i.' n-k> run m jMirMiit ..f ,,i,,,Mi.M. in l'an<. "m.^ir,. th-it
'Hnam- imsniMi,.,! lH.,„nM.< a . ravin. -. an,! niarria-,. f„r the
I.Av- Ml, 1,11,. ,.la.>,.> l„.,-,,ni,.> a li.N,.,| nK^a. fur it i~ th,. ,,,„. way
i"H I" lli-'iii "I' u-iniiin,<: an,

I appn.priatini: a wcmnhi (,'-,>
i!;';"ll"auua^.niiH>,aM.. Tl... lir^l a^.i-iant was ,h,. r,.M„,n-
-'-'•l-'-'na, llu.^y //.,,,, „///„....,... 1„. ha, I „,„ a n.„n„.m to
-I'.'i-'' l"ranni^,nh.nt. hiMuha lilV ih,. ..rax in- i.^ Mill nmre
:""'•''""''> ''"• ^" '' li.-il'l»'iir,l lliat 111,. ap,,..|rili„n n{ a
IMU, ]>,.»,,. jxn-l. t„ wh,„„ a .i,>Hi,al..,i v,,,!,.:,- f..ll„u- w„uld
-.uv,.ly haw -,v,.n a lh.,u-ht. «as l„,un,i t,, make llu' .irfeatcst
iM![.r,,v-i,)n u|M»n th,. ^t,.a,Iv (",.-ar.

"Ti;- line Jun,. ,]ay. a> h,. was ah,.ut to cr,,ss tho l',>nt Marie
'- -I- II'' .S.mt-l-onis. h,. siw a -irl stan.iin- in the duoruav
"' •! '"niiT ^hoj, „„ ,h,. (.)uai ,r.\njou. C.nstaii,.,. PilhTauU
\>.i.Y'

l"i'-«""ian in a lin,.n-,lrai„.r\ ,.sial,li,-hni,'nt. at th,. ^i-ni
'

t Ih.. /.,///,. Smlnr. a pioiuvr in.stan,',. ,,f a kin,l ,,f sh,.p which
tiayin,-,. sprca,! all „v,.r Paris, with paint,..] H-nh,)an|s uum-
'T l,.s, :n ..-.1,1, .nee. llyini: l!a-s. inii,.h disphiv. Shawls are
M-r-'l'"! in th,. win,l,,w>. an, I pil,.> ,,r ,.,-avats ..n.,.t,.,l Pk,.
;ir,! ,.aMi,.s. to^,.th..r with f„untl,.ss ,K.vi,.,.s („ „,ra,t e.iston,

';,
."' ^"•'aiiKTs. ^hMW,ar,!s. n„ti,.,.s ,>f tix,.,l pri,.es : optieal

;:'ii^:-n^ an,! ,.tl,.,.ts .-arri,.,] to tli.. pit,-!, of ,„.rf,,.tion which
^

N- Ilia.!,. ,,! .h„p win,],,ws tlie fairvland of ,.,,inin<'rcL'
I "" '">'. !n-M-,.s a~k,.<l at th.- -i,-n nf ili,. /.////,> Sailor f„r rlie

-'-d> ,|,.^,.nh,.,] as ••n„v,.!ri,.s" ha.] hroncrj,, this shop, in „i
'I tl"' <|in,.t(.st and least fashionable qnarters of Paris d
'^'!i'.n'd-of influx of eustoin.

'I"!u' aforesaid young lady behind tho counter

)ne

was as cele-

H

M
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';''";';','" '"•
'"'^'"O- ^-^ I-^ Mir l.i,„un.,ii,,v„r ,1,, Caf^

(l(-_.Mi!lf.> ( .Inniir.- ai ^ l.u.r ,1;,. , iin,l nui a |Vw <,i\h'T< whose
^'"""•'•'"^"" l"> " i'^'^ i-'H ,„ aitr;„i ;„.... vnun- and old
'"'"' """"•'•""- lii.-i!i l!i" iMMu.u MUM,., ,,!• I'a',,,. ,., ,)u. w,n-
.nu. „f nullMirr-' ,h,.p. :.;„1 .alV.. Th,. lir.l a.Mstant from
lln'^>-v. ../ AV... u|,„.. 1,|V ua, ,!„.nl hn .,•,.„ Saint-Koc-h
and ihr iui.. ,lr la >u„nli,iv. ,„ i|„. ,i,,ilv r,„„in,. „f tlu- por-
funHTvl,,,-,,,,.--, ,1„1 MO, -unuul, a~-u-|„.,., ,1,.. existonco of
thv/.,fl/r >,nlur. r,u- iviail.rs ,n Tan. kn-nv vcrv liitlc of
CJirll olIliT.

<'«-arua-..,,v„.|rM!!v>,„ith.n uath the hrautifu! ConMaiice
tliat hr huiTh.i i.MipcMiini,-[v iniu 111,. Liin.. s<iih,r u, \nr
Kain l,.r half-a-^lnz,.,, lin.n -iur,.,. |.„m- .lul !„ lui'-le over
""• '""'• ''^'''- ""''• l^'il'' "! !in..M wa. ,|-,,iav,.,i f,,,- l,is iiHi.c-
t,un: 1„. Miav,.,i ..xa.ily hk,. an Knuii^liunM.aM ,„ a lunnor
for >h..p[>in-. 1-lu. VMun.i: huh r,,n,l..M.,M,l,.,l to interest her-
^Hl iM iv>uv, punliaM.; inn.luu^, l,v r-n-.un si^ns uhu-l,
wn,n..M urHlrr.Man,!. that h.. had mnie In ih," ^hoj, more for
fhr -ak,. uf H- >ah.>uninan than for \ut -."kN. ||,, ,ravc his
nan,, and a.ldress to the voun^r !a,lv. ul,„ Urmun- <,uit"e in.lif-
r.;rrM, to ,h,. r„.t,,„u.rV admiratmn a. >non as he had made
h,> purehasr, Thr

j r a.-i.tant had done hnt little to gain
I r.Mdes K„,„l .par,.,; ,f h,. ha,! h,.,.,. ,he..,Msh then, love now
'"••"'' '"'" """•• .-iHvp,-!, Mill; 1„. ,11,1 i„.i ,lare to ~av a «vl-
hihle. and was. n„,r,.,,v,.r. i,,,, „,„-h dazzled to note 'the in-
dill.TeiR-e whieh su.v,..,],.,] to the smil,.s „f this niren of eom-
merce.

Kv..,T .nvninir f-r a u,.,.k h- ,„nk up his pnsf !,of.,re the
Ja tir >.„/„,. han,ir:Mu- al.ait iVr a -lanee us a dotr waits for
a l-n,. at a kii,li,.n ,l,H,r; n-anllrss ,,f the jil,e,s in whieh the
shop,M..M an,l sal,.,woM„.M induL.,,] a! his cxp,.nse: makin-r
«a.v MH...kly for .'„M,)n„.,v „r pa>M.r.-hv. u-atchfnl of every
iitl- <-hanp. that to..k pla,-,. m th. >hop. A few davs later

h'' a^-aiM ,.ntered th,. parad;,.. wh.-r,. hi> an-.d dwelt, not so
imi.-h to p„r,.|,as.. poek..t-handk.r,-hi,.f, of Iut as with a view
of comniunu-atinL' a Inininr,,,- „],a f„ the an-ers mind

"It you should require any perfumery, mademoiselle." he
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m.ark.,1. as h. panl th. bill, "J culd .upplv you u, the same

t -"-tan.v I',ll..rault daily ror..,v,.,i brilliant proposals in
"•'"'^l' ""'•'• was iv'ur any .nnuiou „f rnarria...; ,,n.l [h„„,rh
a.T ivart wa. as pniv a. Iut uiuto for..hoad, it was ,„„ until
'
" ind,.tat,p.b,.

( ..Sir l,ad j.n.v.d his lov. bv six u.onih. of
.trairKi.al operations, that she d,.,-n...l to nV.iv.. hn atti-n-
[Hu.s Kvrn tlH.„ .he uouhl not .o.nnnt lirrs.ir. I'ru.ience
'^"J '';''> <K..nanded of Iht by the .uuliuu.lin.us n.nnb.p of
her admirers-uhoh sale wine >n.rehanls. uell-,o-,lo bar-l.e.,,-
ors, and others, who n,ade eyes at her. The lovrr lound a s,, ,-
f-ner ,n her ^r,„rduin. M. Claud.-.Jo.seph I'lllerault. an iro i-"-"^-r on ,he guai de I. I-Vrraille, a diseovery n.ade bv the
s.cret e.spinna-e wind, is pre-eniincntiv a lowr's .|iif,

'

In tins rapid sketeh it is impossible 'to describe the delights
of this hannb.s |'ar,..an !,.ve-intri,,ue; the little ..Mrava-^anees eharaet..ri.t,.. -d" the shopman-the first niJon. of theason the httle dnni.rs at V.-.n,,a-s, followed bv the theatre,

'Imes mto the eountry in a eab on Sundav-nui^t b
pas.M.I over in sileruv. (Vsar was not , positiveiv handsome-ut,. ..low. but tlH.re was nothing in his appearanee to rend—

.

I..fv .1, I'ans and days ..pent in a -lark shop had toned

;

'un .Ik. high eolor natural to the pea.s.nt lad.' His ,,
'!

>!a.k hair, his Norman breadth of shouhler, his sturdy limhc
In. simple straightforward look, all eontributod to propo.s,..s
I;-Pl";n Ins tavor. (nele I'illerault, the re.spon.s ble gu'-r

;

-an of his bro, er-s child, n.ide various inqu.He,. abouf e

n^lir'uir P'n"
''^"'' ^'t; and mtlle fair month

.«au. H,. nonrly fainted with joy when Con.st,,nee-Barbe-
Jo>ephine accepted him as her husband under a lu.uJr"^

1
r.. dt He has a warm heart and sentiments of honor,'-.s ..traight as a line, and as good as the Child Jesus;ne is a king of men, in short."

Constance put away once and for all the dreams of a brill-

Ill
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iant luliiri'. wliuii, likr iih»i -lin|i i^iiN. -hr h.iil .-unn'titiics

in<liiL''l. >iii' IIP, nil I'l iir ,1 i.iilnlul .'.lii- aiiil .1 -nu.l iiioiIht,

iilul I"!,' ii[i till- ,i|i' ni .11 1 i.r.iaiii I v.illi tlir ri'ii::iiiu» pro-

i--r-, ,\ ||. r all, 1 ill- li.irl >lilti'i| luT^'laiiiini 111 I lii MiiiM!'

idia- iiiiicli liiiiii- liiaii iif iiaiiui'i"a- \an:iii~ iriii|itili^ lo

a _\niii lil'iil I'aii-ian iiiia;.iiiaii":i. t Mii-iaiircV iiilri lii:cMri'

wa- a iiaiTuu inic; -lie \\a~ tiir |\|iiial -mall I railoiuanV

uitr. ulicr al\\a\- '_ I'l.iiiiilr. ,1 li!i!i' d'.i r in'i- work, wliu rc-

I'liM'- a lliiiiu' al lih' "Ul-n. aii'l 1- \' m il wl. 'ii ,-lic i- ial-.('n

11 tllT Um|-i
I ; \^ 1 l>vM- IVMI a( I i'. II \ lakes a il tl 1111::-, from

(asli-lHi\ |.i K II. a- Il - |irii\ iiK r, ami .-u| (r\ i.-r> fVcrv-

tiuii;.'. Iinin ihc \wii:lii il -I liii-iiir— 1 laii-ai't inii- ilnwii to

aliii"-! iii\i>!liK' ilari!.- in iIh' Iimiim'iihIiI I

ikl- Ulnlr -111. 1.W Hill. Ill

idea- nf ilii' \,f\ -1111

iii.ii. .sufti a

a III I can ii|ll\ ininclVi'

iiU till- -II iliaiiL'i'. as il

\\<Ti', I'l' liii'U-lii |ia--r- <ni-ri'iil uilli lnr: -In- ar.iiur- aljout

t'\rrviliiii:.', li\i- in (hiiiiiir frar nf i!ii' uiiknnw 11. iiia!\i's con-

.-taiit t'liMi a-!.-, ain! i- alu,i\> liiiiikiiiu nf liic fiiiniv. Her
!-taUle-i|ni' \i-t L'irli,-h liiailU". Inl' rlllinL^illL; l"i h.T f rcsli-

iicss, jiri'M nil il (c-ar Irmii iliiiiixiiiL: "I Iht -Ihiriiniiiinjjs;

ami. iii'irrii\i'r. -lir inaiir ii|i fur lliciii li\ a w^nMn- -i-iisitive

(iiM-riiiitiuii-iii--. an I All --i\r ilirifi, h\ Iht laiialiial luve

iif \\nrk. ami i^iiiiii- a sii. s\\ nniaii.

Ciiii-lam-i' \^a- jii-i ri-hiirn \rar- nlil. ami the p '--essor of

(•lc\fii iliiiiisiinl fram-. ( T-ar. 111 ulimii in\i' li.nl drvelopod
till' iiiii-i iinlMiiimlid aiiinii mn. Imimlit liic iirrfuiih r\ biisiness,

and I ran-|ilaiiliil I he (Jn, < n ,,f
/,'.,>,>• [,, a han .-mhi" dinp near

the i'laee \ eiidi le \',a- m!i!\ l\\eiii\ -line \eai'- lit atro,

niaiTied to a lieaiitifiil ami adni'i d uiiV. and alniu-t liie uwiipr
iif liis e^taMi-hiiieni. U>v lie iiad paid three-fniirliis nf the

aniiiiint. lie -aw ( Imw -h.iiild In- have seen nlherwi.-eyi tli"

future in fair eujnr-. which -eeiiied fairer still as he iiiea.sured

his 1 aiTi-r frnin it> ,-larl ini;-pn!nt ,

K'iiL;uin
( UaLfenV niiiar\

l drew ii|i ihe marriaire-(-ontracl.

ami uax e saLri' eiuin-el.-- in 1

1

le viiuiii.' pi rl inner: lie it wa- wlio

iuterlVrc'd uheii the latter was about to couiplule the purchase
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r'f thr !)11>I!|,-. uitil lu> wifr"- rimHrV. ••.Fll-I k,,.|i th,. ninrU'V
(;. \i>u. iiiv \,n\

: riMdy iiioiicv is .Mun.liiiK- ii li;iinl; ihiii;,' iii

:i Kll-llli-.-."' he iiini Miid.

r.irniicaii -iizril at the iiniarv in adinira' .11. \\-\\ inn, the
li.iiiil nf ,-.,nMillin- him, ,-:n(l inad.- a TriiiMl ,.r 1,',,-niii. I,ik..

I.'.i,:;nn arnl rillcniiilt. hr iiad m. ninrli faith in notaries as a
'!:i->. ihiit lie phic.Ml him-.'lf ill K'n-iiMi- h,in.U wiihoi-i a^!-

milliii- a ilniilit of him. 'I'liaiik> |n iln- aiKnc. ('.'-,ir >iai'!. .1

''"'i'"— ^^ill' 'li'' firs, .[I Ihnii-and fram- hmu-ht liiui ],v
*'""-'•"'" •'"! ""iild w<\ ha\c ••( haiiij.Ml j,la.-r-" wjih tht'

iir-i Cnii^iil. ii..u,\cr hniliant ,\a|Hil,..,n's Im miglit .-ccni
111 hr.

At fiM \\u' Hin.ti.aii i-I;ihh\hmci)l had hut ..nc scrvant-
iiMid. 'I'hrv hidurd (Ml the nir/.xaniiic lli,(,r ah^.w ihc .-hoji.

'" ''"'" -'"' "'''I'll. p:i-;ihly fnnii-iird iiv an 11,-1. ,l.-i,.ivr. th.-
'"'' '.''-^^';'''l'''l P'li'' ••iiliivd ii|.MM a |"'iviiiiia! li..ii,.\np;!,n.

Mm.'. (V-aral hn- ,a^h dc-k ua-a iiiar\cl to >,.,.. 1I,t famnus
hraiitv I'XdviMM! an iimrmuiis inlliiciirp nn thr >ah- : tlir ,hiii-

'';'- "I" ""• I'^iHpiiv ta!kr,| ,,f nMihiii- hill the h.vdv Mmr.
'•""Hraii. If ('('-MirV pulitical principles ucrc tainh-d with
li"\ali>ni. it ua- acknnv. |, do,.,j ,|,.|t |,j^ |,

u.Ti' ahiivc sii-pii-iim : and if ^

i>ini'ss priiK-ip

iin icd him his hick, he ua~ hdi w d ;.. d,

III ' "f 111- fclhiw-tradc-i

'.n the >tep> (d' the Church .d'

rve It. hat

lien

-hut

aint-l.'nch had traineil hii
cefiaiii i-epiitatinii— lie \va> looked upon a- a hrave i

n a

i:an, ami
a 111

a M,l

in .Icep m political sc-ivts; thon-li he had nothin^r ,,f
flier s coiira;:-!' m hi> com[iosition. and not evi-n a riuli-

iiiciitarv political notion in hi~ heai

<»n the-^e data the -ood folk of the .\rrondi<s,.ment tna "e
li'iii ;i <'a|.taiii of th,. National (hiard. hiit he ua^ ca.slii.'red
hy Vap.ijeon (aciiiri]

iiiiaire still rankled in the ]•'

iiii: to l>iroiteaii. that matter of \',.nd

!orward (\''>:

•hea|)l

"-t Coii-iirs mind I. and theiici

ir wa.~ iiive-ted with :i certain halo of martvrd orii.

ply acipiired. which made him interestim: to
and L'ave hiiti a certain itnporTanci

tpporient;^

Ff,

m 1

re. ill hrief, is the history of this household, so hi'

tsclf. and disturbed by none but bus^iness cares.
ppy

k

if
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I) unii;,' III,' iir,-t y.ir. (V-,ir iii-i rii. (,,1 In, wif,. in al) th
ins and ..iii> id" ilic jMrrauicn hii-uM --, ul

raljiv <|mil, to ;,'i,i.>|p: >\\r iiii.::lil li,i\.- Imch hruii^lit into tl

IK li .>lu' was adini-

ii'

World lor thill >. liiirjio-c. -o ui-ll iliil -hr ai!a|il licrwlf to
liiT ( iiMoiii. r-. 'I'lio tv-ult of 111, -locktakiti.i: at tlir cml of
the \iar alafimil tlir aiiiliiiioiN |MrfiiiiPT. AfltT <lr(lii(tin^'

all i'\|)i li H' nil u'lil |MTlia[H liM[,r. in tuciiiv vcarri' t iini'

In niakr thi' iiioilr^l Mini of a liiiihlrvil thousand' franc?, tli

jnii f of I II- IrlKllv,

Soliic

to I

-piTiiiir I'o.id to fort

ii'- dole riiiiiiid ill. Ml and tliiTc to find

Ull aiK I. I)V wav of a Iji

"' :i ni;iriiilariiii(r :i- \\<M a- a p'tail

I'^MIUIIIIJ,'.

IT.

Art ni.i,' a;:aiii-t lii- uifo',. roiiii,-rl. ho took tho Ira-i- of a ,-hcd
oti sonic hiuhiiii^r j;|,|,i ,,, ,i„, I,-.,,, I,

])aint.d up tiicpoii. Ill !!' r.~, Ci^sAi! I'.iii

)iirir du 'rrnipic, and

U)\[\. II,

orri: Al s |- ac
cnin il a uorkiiian frM.;, (Jra-^.-c". and with liin

bf.L'an to iii.iniiraiiiir !• .-I \ oral ind-

(au-d,-coloj/ii,.. on iho .-v-lcin of fmlf prolit.-

<•! -oap. (sscncc: and

partncT-
s-iiip only la>t<d ,-i\ fiioiilh-. and rndod in a h.-. uhi.h he had
to sustain aloiir: hut l>iro|t,.au ,|i,l i.,,t |i

to oh
-*• licart. He nicnnt

p(

nil a roMilt at any pnci'. if d wcro only t^i cscai
"idiiiLT r.-otii his wifo; and. indcnl, I K' {'on

m li o-(> i|a\- I
ward-' 'h.it.

'• I"'l '"I '11'' tir' . an,i that iiianv a tiiiic, hut f

f.-MMJ

)o a

to Iht aftcr-

•f drspair. his head used

fiplcs. lie wouhl lia\o throun hini-o!f into t

() iif ilay. di'jiri'>-od liv -o\rral

o l)oi| hko
or ri'litrious prin-

lo Sciiit'.

iin-uoi fsst'iil (Apcnnii'iits!, ho
as saiuitcrintr home t

)iin!.'"('r in I'a

' dimirr alotii: tho houlcv
'!> i> •! nian in di-pair qnito a- oft

int

gcnuino idlrr). ulan a hook ainon;: a lianitM'rfiil

(the

en as a

at SIX sous
apircc rau.L'ht ill- attoiitKui : his cv
yellow dusty tit

rrijscrri/tij Beautij.

"f'k-' Abd.k
L's woiv attrartod bv the

''. >^o it ra n, or Ihc Art of

f^irottfnu \(

Aralroin ill,

up tlic work. It olainicd to be a translation
'•""•• '"it ill rrality it was a sort of ron.anoo

ihy.-iiiaii iii 111,, previous crnturv. Cosar h
:1P-

f

written hv a

Jiened to Miinihle upon a pas.si.^e therein wliieh treatod"of
porfnnu's. and with !iis hark aL^ainst a tree in the boulevard,

.)()tnote, wherein
ho turned the pages over till he reached a f



r

Willi his Uick ii!.'..i!i-t alr.v in Ihi' Boiilvviinl, liv turi:, .1 (h- |„i-,-. -.mi
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the learned author discoursed of the nature of tlie dermis and
epidermis. Tlie writer showed conclusively that such and
Mich an unguent or soap often produced an elfeet exactly
opposite to that intended, and the ointment, or the soap, acted
as a tonic upon a skin that required a lenitive treatment, or
riff verxii.

Birotteau saw a fortune in the book, and bought it. Yet,
feeling little confidence in his unaided lights, ho went to

Vau(pielin, the celebrated chemist, and in all simplicity asked
him hov/ to compose a double cosmetic which should produce
the required effect upon the human epidermis in either case.

Tlie really learned—men so truly great in this sense that they
can never receive in their lifetimeall the fame that should re-

ward vast labors like their.s—are almost always helpful and
kindly to the poor in intellect. So it was with Vauquelin.
ile came to the assistance of the perfumer, gave him a for-
mula for a paste to whiten the hands, and allowed him to
style himself its inventor. It was this cosmetic that Birot-
iraii called the Superfine Pate des Sultanes. The more
thoroughly to accomplish his purpose, he used the recipe for
till' pa>te for a wash for the complexion, which he called the
('Hrniinative Toilet Lotion.

He took a hint from the Little SuUor, and was the first

among perfumers to make the lavi.«h u.<e of placards, hand-
inll>. and divers kinds of advertisement, which, perhaps not
undeservedly, are called (piackery. The Pate des Sultanes
and the Carminative Toilet Lotion were introduced to the
polite world and to commerce by gorgeous placards, with the
words Approved by the Institute at the head. The effect of
this formula, employed thus for the first time, was magical.
Noi France only, but the face of Europe was covered with
ilaming proclamations, yellow, scarlet, and blue, which in-
f'Tiued the world that the sovereign lord of the Quern of
lioscs manufactured, kept in stock, and supplied everything
in his line of business at moderate charizcs.

At a time when the East was the one topic of conversation,
in a cduntrA- where every ma.' has a natural turn for the part
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of II >i'ii,iii. ;im1 r\frv uoijiau in no less mindfil to bc-cniiH: a

mltaii:!. i!ic iiiia of giviii;:^ to any CD^iiictic suoli a naiui' as

tlu' I'Alc i]r> Sultani's inigiit haw occurri'd to any onliuary

man. ii ihiiIimI no cli'vi'mc.-s to I'un^ci' its lascinatinn ; but

tile jiiiblic alua\s jii(i;:ts by results, ant! llirotteau's reputa-

tion I'lir bn,-i!ie-~ abiliiy but ;j,'re\v tlie imu'e winn be iinlited a

}ir(i>iie(iu.--, and I lie very absurdity nf il^ lan-uaLfe enntributed

to it.- .-Udo,-. In I'ranee ue nn!_\ biui;!i al men and tliiuj^s

wbe are laikcd almut. and tlinre \\\\{, fail lo make any mark
are iinl lalked aiidul. S,. alllmuLib i'>ii'n|ieau"> stupidity was
ri'al and iiui fcmmd, |ieo[ile ^ave bini eicdit for playing the

fool l>n Jllll'pn-f.

A eiipy nf the piii-peeMis lias been prueured, not without
dillienlty. I.y tin- liMn-r nf rdpin.a \ (.\)., druir.ii'ists in the Rue
di's i.(jHd)ards. In a mnn' ciiAaiiil cunneetidn thi^ curious
piece (d' ilieicric unuld be >!\!eil an li i.-|(iriea I document, and
valued fnr ibe li::iii ibat ii .-beds on euuiiiuporary maimers.
Here, therefore, it is ^'iveii:—

CflsAK FSntiirrKAi's

.SUPEIU-INi; 1'Atk DKS SULTANES

AM)

CAH.MIXATIVH TOILKT LuTION.

A M AKviaoi s Discuveky!

Approvid by the Inditute.

" F.ii- c^ciiic time \<:\>\ a jir.i.araliun for the liands, and a toilet

li.ti.iii 111. .re I'tlica. i.ius than F.au-<le-( 'uldmic, liave Ih'cii crenerally

<li>!i.'l l.y l.ntit M-xrs thoiUL'liiiiit lMU-n|i(". After devntin^' lonfi

ji:'_rliN |.i till' ^-lu.iy ..f till' il.fiiii< aii.l f|.i.lia-inis ut Ixitli sexes—for
l).illi atta.il, aii.l willi r;a-..ii, the •_'ivatt>t iiii|)urtaiiee to the sofl-

IK-.-, Mipplt lie.—, 1.1....1I1, airl .Irlirate Miriaeeut liieskin—M. Uirot-
tfaii. a |n liaiiicr lif hiuii -iaiuii ir_', an. I uell kn.iwii in the eaiiital

aii'l al.i-a.l, lias invmt.l ;i\.i |.ivpai,iti..n-. whieh fnini their first

apliearaiav iiave inrn ilcMrvclly i.ilic.l ' liiarvcluub ' by jKiople of
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th<- hi..'lH-t fashion in I'ari-. Hofl, pnparatioiH po-s.-^ a<toni«h-
in.' |.ro|u.rtH"s. an.l a,f npo,, the skin witliunt, Lrin-i,,.' ahcnt pro-
nuitinv wrinkles, tlu- in.vuaM.- r.snlt nf tli.. rasl, nsr „f tl,.. .imtrs
iiitlu'ito I'oinponndiMl l,y i;:n<jrancc ami .upiditv.

"Tlifst' inwnti.Mis arc ImmhI upon tho .litivn.n... ,.f U-uixhti-
ru-nts, ^yhHh aiv -livi,!..,! int.. twu ^r..at das.,.-. a>v in.!i..at,.,l hv
»li»- '!ill.T..n<.,. of ,.„l„r in tin. pAto an.l flu- lotion; th.- roH-colon.d
pn.paration- iMin..' inp.n.l.'d for tlu- .l.Tinis an.l .pi,l..nni. of per-
-..n- ..f lyinphati,- .onsf itnti.,n, an.l th.. whitt- f..r th..s.. ..n.l.^wod
uilh a >an._'uinc f<.nip(.r:iin(.nt.

"TIh- pAtc is ,.all...l th,. ' IVit.- ,l,.s .<ultam.s.' luvans,. th,. sp,.,.itic
was in tlu' (irst instan.v invnt..! t,.r th,. S,.ra..'li., hv an \rib
pi.v-„ia.i. It has h,.,.n appn.v,.,! hy th.. Institnt.- on tlu'. r,.port of
oiir,.h.stnons,h,.n.ist Vau.,n..lin. an.lth,. h.tion. liki-wise approv.Ml
IS c-..!ni..nin.l,..| iijion the sani,' prini'iplcs.

'

'-Th,. I'At,..l,.sSnltan,.s. an invah.ahl.. pr,.paration, whi.h ,.xhak-g
t!M' <w,.,.test fra-ran..,., ,li>sipal,.s tlu- n..,st ..hstinatc fr,.,.kl,'«
^^l.ii'Msflu.skin in th,. ni..~tstul.h.,rn,as,.>, an.l n.j.n.sM.s tho ij-
-pi'atn.n .,f th,- han.l fn.ni wlii.-h w.,n.,.n .-nir.r no less than ini-n

•'riH- 'Canuinativ,. Toil.t I.,,ti.,n- r.ni. .v.s th- sli-Jit ],inn,k.s
«hi.h s.,ni,'tiin,.s ai.p,.ar in.ipp,.rtnn,.lv ,,n !a.li,.>' fa,-,.-: an.l .-..ntri-
v.n.. th,.,rpr.,j,.,.tsf.,r th,. hall; it n-fn-h,- an.l r,.viv... th,. ,..,W
l.v..p,.nin.jor,.|osin-th..,.on.-of thcskin in a,.....r.h:n.... with the
.•xi-a.n,i,.s of the t,.nip..rani,.nt. whil,. its ,.|lica,v in arnstin" th,.
••.ivatrfs of tiin,. is s,. w,.ll kn.,wn ahva.lv that inanv !a,li^-s out of
;:nifitii.l,., ,.all it tho ' Fri,.n.l .,f IVanty.

'

••I-:aii-.l,.-C..lo^nK' ispiuvlyan.l siniplvan .>r.linarv p,.rfiini,. with-
out sp,.,.,al vlDcMV, whil,. th,. .<iip,.rlin,. IVit,- ,l,,s Snltan,.s an.l the
< aniiinativ.- ToiU^t I...ti,jn an- tw.ja.tiv,- !vnu..li,.s, j).,w,rfni a.',nts
l"'t...tly haniiU'ss in their op,.rati..n of sv.-.,n.liiiLr th,. ..(lorts of
naiur,.; th,.ir rxTfunies, I'sst-ntially l.alsami,- an.l cxhilaratin.'
a; .nirahly r,.fr,.sh the animal ..pirits, an.l .•harm an.l rc.viv,- i.U.a«'
lli.ir narits an- as marwL.ns as th,.ir sinipli,ity

; in short to
'vonian th,.y o(r,.r an a,l,l,..l charni, Aviiilc a nutans of aitra.tion ia
i'lit within the reach of man.
"The.laily use of the Carminative Toih^t Lothm allav< the ^nvirt-

iiL' M.n-ation ,ai.s,..l hy shavin- whil,. it keeps the lips n..l an.l
-!no.,th, an.lprev.-nts.happin-; it ^.'ra.liiallv .lissipat.'s fr,.,-kl,-- hv
"."•ral nu.ans; an.l finally, it rest.. r,-s tone t.. th.. ....mplexhrn.
Ihes,. n..sults are the sign8 of that i-erfeet e.iniiihrium of ihe
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huinorH of tlif liixly, wliirh cnsiin's iniinnnity fmni tlic migrain'*

to those wlio iiri" f-nlijcit to tliat (iiHtrcssiiiir coinpliiitit. In short,

thf Ciirmi native Toilet l.olioii, which may he iise.l in aU the opera-

tions of the toilet, is a im-ventive of eutaneoiis ati'ertions, hy jH'r-

mittinK free transiiiration throU>.'li tliu tissues, wliile inipartinj; a

jK-rnianent hlooni to the skin.

" .\il ((iiiiiminitationH ."lioulil tie prepaid, and addressed to M.

Cesar r.irottean (late Ila'.'oii i. I'erfwnier to her late Majesty, Queen

Marie-Antoinette, at the ' (iueen of Rosen, ' Hue Saint-Hunore,

near the I'lace N'endome, Paris.

"Tlie price of the i'Ate is three livres pertat>let, and of the Toih't

Lotion, six livres per liottli'.

" To prevent fradulent imitations, M. JJirotteau warns the public

ttiat the wratiiicr of every tablet hears his Hifinature, and that his

name is stainjied on every bottle of the Toilet Lotion."

The siiceess of tliis schciiie was duo, as a matter of faet

(tlioiiirh Ce.-ar ilid not suspecr it), to Constance, who pro-

po.seil that tliey shouhl send saiiijile cases of tlte Carminative

Toih't Lotion and the Superfine I'atc des Sultanes to every

})erfunier in l-'rancc or al)road, oU'ering, al the t^ainc lime, a

discount of ihiriy per cent as an inducement to taliu a gross

of either artick- at a time.

The Pate and the Lotion were really better than similar

cosmetics, and tlie .-ini])le were attracted by that distinction

made between th.e two temperaments. The discount was

tempting to lumdrcds of perfumers all over France, and each

wjuld take annually three hundred grosr^ or more of l)oth

preparations: and if the profits on each article were small,

the demand was great, and the output enormous. Cesar was

able to buy liie sheds and the plot of land in the Faubourg

du Temple, lie built a large factory there, and had the

Quciri (if Roxrs magnifiirntly decorated. The household be-

gan lo feel th(> small comforts of an easier existence, and the

wife ipiakcd less than lieretofore.

In Isiu Mine. Cesar predicted a rise in house rents. At

Iht instance her hnsh.'ind took the lease of the wiiole house

abovi! ilie shop, and they removt'd from the mezzanine floor
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(where ihev liiid l)e<riiii liousokeoping logctlior) to tho first

il.M.r. A piece ol' luck- which hclVIl them about this time de-
• i'lcd ('oii>tim(e to shut her eyes to Birotteiufs follies in the
iiMiicr of (leceratin- a n»,in for her. 'I'he perfumer was made
a jiiduc <d' the Tribunal of Commerce. It was iiis character
N'l' inteirrity anil conscientiousness, together with the esteem
ill wiiich he was held, that gained this dignitv for him;
:li' ncctorward he must lie considered as a nutabiJ among the
Jrnilesnicii of Paris.

lie u>eil I,, ri.x' at five o'clock in the morning to read hand-
iKiuks on ,jnris))rudence and works wliich treated of commer-
'

i.il law. With his instinct for fair dealing, his uj)rigiiino.ss,
hi- readiness to take tronhle—all (lualities' essential "for the
^ipi'rrciation of the knotty prints submitted to arbitration—
h' \v.i> one of tile most highly esteemed jndges in the Tribn-
na!. ills faults • mtribulcd no less to his reputation. CY'sar
'Wi- >(i conscions of his inferiority that he was ready and will-
III- to take his colleagues' opinion, and they were flattered bv
111" :itlenti<.n with which he li.<tenoil to tlicmi. Some of them
!li"ii-lit a good deal of the silent approbation of such a lis-
<iM r. ivjiuted to be a hard-headed man; others were deligiitcd
"nil his amiability and modesty, and extolled him on Uio>e
griv.rnl-^. Tliose amenable to his jurisdiction lauded his bc-
n.voknce :ind conciliatory spirit, and he was often called in
t" act a> arbitrator in disputes wherein his homely sense sug-
gested to him a kind of Cadi's justice.

lie managed to invent and use throughout his term of otnce
:: -^tyle of his own

; it was stuffed with platitudes, intersper.sed
with trii.. sayings, and j.ieces of rcascming rounded into
phra-rs which came out without effort, and sounded like elo-
M'l'iKe in the ears of shallow people, in this wav he com-
!ii'n<lcd himself to the naturally mediocre majoritv, con-
!• lulled to jienal servitude for life and to views of the' earth
e^irtiiy.

Cc>ar lost so much time at the Tribunal that his wife put
!

re.Miro upon him, and thenceforward he declined the costly
'i'^nor. :'4.
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•^i-'diA iiiiiitl louanls [iliilolcru-y, the (Inini.i. [tnlitits, ;iiul science
will ihrnw ]i<ilit upon its lircadlli of \uu iind powers of eom-
]>rcliciisi(m.

Let a pud pa-salon^ the 1,'iic dcs Luiiil.ard.-.and .-onic stray
t'Wcct ^(•(Ilt >liall >ct hiiii drcaniiii- df the l^aM : for liiin,

with the odi.r of the Kliiiskiis |,'ra^-. would come a \ ision of
Xauicli ;:irls in an l';a>lcrii balli. 'I'lic l.niliani red lae would
call up ihou-lit:- of Wdic livinii-. of alini rrerd., and ca:-Ies;

ami at a chance K.ntad wiih an ivop) m-k. he would mount
an elephant and make low, hkr the king of Lahore, in a
rmislin-eurtaineii houdah.

liut the petty Iradr-maii does not so much as know whence
the raw materials .d' I im-ino^ are lirouLdit. Of natural
history or of chcmi-irv. i'.iroiteau the perfumer, for in.-t a nee,
knew noihing whatever. It is true that he ri'^arded Vau(]ue-
lin as a irreat man. hut X'ampielin was an exception. Cesar
himself \va> ahoiit on a par with the retired -roeer, who sum-
med up a ili-ciiv-ion on the ways of er,,uim,r icj, Uy announe-
in-: with a knowimr air that '•there are oidv two wavs of
ohlaiiiini: tea— from Havre or hv the overland route."

"

.\nd
P.iroiicau thou-ht thai aloe, and opium were only to he foutul
jn the Rue de- Lomhai-d,. INopk- told you that attar of
roses (ame from Constantinople, hut. Iike"eau-de-colonn,.. it

was made m Paris, 'riic-c name> of forejen pJaceiT were
InimhuL'; tlxy had hecn invented to amuse the French nation,
who eanuol ahide anythiiifr that is made in Fraiu-e. A French
mtTchant lia< to call his discovery an Kn-lish invention, or
people will not huy it: it is ju.-t the same in Kn,i,dand, the
drue-iri.Ms there tell you ilia! thini:s come from France.

^et Ct'-ar was not ali-.-vther a fool or a dunce: an honest
and kind heart -hed a lu.-tre over evcrythin.ix that he did and
made his a worthy life, and a kindly deed al)^o]ve. all possihie
fornix ',{ i-iiorance. I|i< unvaryiiii,' siU'ce-^s !.'ave him assur-
ance; „u,|. in Paris. a>Miraiice. the >i,Lni of power, is taken
for powir ii-elf.

Ce-ar"-: wife, wh.o li.-ul learned to know her hu.-hand's char-
acter durin- the early years of their marria.i:e. \v(\ a life of
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IiirjK'Uial irrnu-; i-lic n'pixsfiiicil .M.unil ,-cii.h' iiiul foresight
ii: the i»iirtii(T>lii|); .-he \v;i^ duiibt. ()|)|)(»iiiuii, jiiul I'ljir. while
< Vsir rcpn-ciitrd l.ohlin'.-s iiiiiliitiun. jictivlty. tlic (Iciiit'Ut

"I ( liiuicf and iiiidaaiufd-iif gdod hu-k. In spiti' i>f appoar-
jiiic.>. the niiTi hani ua- tlic ucakcr \i-ssi-l, and it was tlii' wilV
«liM really iiad ihe patieiKi- and eoiirage. .So it had come to
p:i-> that a timid medioeritv. without education, knowledge,

r -in ngtli oT character, a heing who eould in nowise have
siiireeded in the world's slij)pcriest places, was taken for a
n iiiarkahle man. a man of spirit and resolution, thanks to
ii- instinctive npriglilne,-> and sense of jn>tiee. to ttJe good-
n>-^- of a truly Christian soul, and love for the one woman
^Uio had been his.

The public only see results. Of all Cesar's circle, only
i'llcrauli and Judge Popinot saw beneath the surface; none
"t the rest could pronounce on his character. Those twenty
'•I thirty friends, moreover, who met at one another's houses.
mailed the same ])latitude.s. repeated the same stale cnnimon-
piaces. and each one among them regarded himself as superior
to his company. There was a rivaliT among the women in
'liiiiiiTs and dre.ss; each one summed up her husband in some
ecnifMiptuous word.

Mnir. I^irotteau alone had the good sense to sliow respect
;ii'(l ileference to her husband in ])id)lic. She saw in him the
i.'iiii who. in spite of his j)rivate weaknesses, had made the
Wealth and earned the esteem which she shared along with
Iniir. though she .'sometimes privately W(mdered if all men
who were spoken of as superior intellects were like her hus-
b.ind. This attitude of hers contributed not a little to main-
tain the respect and esteem shown by others to the merchant,
m a country where wives are fjuick-witted enough to belittle
tiieir husbands and to complain of them.
The fir-t days of the year 1.^11. .so fatal to Imperial France,

iicre tnemorable in the Rirotteau household for two events,
wliich would have passed almost unnoticfd anvwhero else:
but they were of a kind to leave a d(>ep impression on simple
MMds like Cesar and his wife, who, looking back upon their
pa.-t. found no painful memories.
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tlir -rmnid of lii> ,".vp.,siin. at lurtli in tl„. n,
ri;ini('.

"iiimiiic (if that

"",'""' ""'""'• ^^'""'' "'"• motlirr; I,. I,a,l „o ^nnHinn
.s'u.. tlw pnM.ur...,r-i,„p,-.ri..,l: !.. was alu,,.. i„ ,h„ unrl-l ami
"Y'l '". a...,M,nt of hi.MH.If toanyon..; .n,.i,,v uas to him
•' I'lr^ii .-t..p.am,.. an.l iu- show,.,| „o mrnv in his ,l..alin.r,
u.th >„M,.t.v. km w m. ,Mii,l.. hut his own mhT,.-... foun,! all
,";"'"'\"' ^'"""^ I-rmisHhl... Th. Xonnan. arnnd uith
ilHM. ,lMti-,.ro.is (apa.iii..s. c.nihin.Ml uith his .hHiv tu .uc-
""'I >ii" -•nihh...| fanlts for whi.h iho nativ. „r h,> provim.-
.irr. n.rhtly or wron^r|y, hhrnK.-l. H.m.ath his i,H,„ualim'
'-"m-rth..n. wasa....„t,.„,iousspin.;h.-ua>a,,,uM (nnu?-

•
'I' ama,.m,s,--a hlust.rin;^ li.i.,,,^, ,li.,,„„„. ,,,,,u.r\
'jM n.l.tsa„,hu.,o„slv, while, ho m.vorvi,.h|..,l a point him-

,'
' . ""'"':/'""' "" IMS si.lo. and uoariod out his opponont

1- h. mflo.,hlo portmaoity. Flis primipal morits woro thoso
;< ' - NH.,Mns of old oomody: ho po..>.,d ,h,.,,. f..,,,l,,v or"-"no. hoir skill m sailin.i: uvnr .ho wind, thoir itoh to
- :/• on u-hnt sooms ;r„od to havo and hold. Ind,.,.d. ho nirant
'" .if^plv to his poverty a motto which th.. AhlM'- T.-rrav annliod
H. s,a,..oraft

;

ho would make a oh.an rooonl hv tnrnini h<m-
o-T later oil.

H'' was onriowod with stronnons ..nor^^-. with tho military
"Hropuljty wh.oh demands irood d,.e,ls i.r had inditlVrenti;-

1'
.venhodv. justifying his demand hy the theorv of personal

nt.re.t
:
he wa^ hound to sueeerd ; he had too .^reat a 'eorn of'"""'" iiMtur..: no helievod too linnly that all men have th..irPrue: hc> was too little trouhled hy sernples as to t.i>e ehoioe

-;
mean, when all were alike pern,iss,hle : his eves were too

f xodlv set upnn the sueeess and wealth that should purehaso
h<o|„t,on tor a system of nu.rals which work.^l thus not to

'"' -uccesshil.

>;nch a man. hetween the ;^onvietV prison on th.. one hand
^'•'.""llions upon th.. ..ther. must of ne.-essitv h,.,„.n,. xin-
;';;"v.. d.,min..enn^. swift in his .leci^ions, a diss..mhl,n-r
"""W..11 schen.in.ir to eui ,.fF th.. lu.a.l of pn,!,itv \ li^hf

""K.km<r wit ooncealed the .lopth of his character:' mere sho,,-"
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TMiin fhoiiL'li I,., was. hi. anil.iliMii k,h u „.. U..ur.<U- hr hir]
.•...M|.tv|,r,Kl.,l VM|,|^ Ml MM. d.iiu.. ,,f I,, in, I. ,|„,| .;,i,| to
IiimimII. ••>„ii „,v mi miv i,.,u,r- ||,. !i,„| ^,,u,•,| ilw,i h,.
u-MiM ,„,, ,M,uTv l„ fni.. I,,. u,,< foriv v,.;n> „KJ. li,. k..nt hit
word u iih liiiii-rir.

'

\> IH l'.n|ii.;,,„|\ ,M,tu;,pl ,ip[";inM.'... hr vviis a slim
\v.'ll-«h;i|M,l v,,„„_' r,.|l,,u, with .Hl.iplalJr in.iiiti.r- lh;it rn
aM.Ml hi.,i at n,r,| t,, tak,. anv m,,.. ihn.. .h ihr whol,. .^,,,1.1
ofs.H|.•t^ A, fi,.,, ,i,h, hi, u,.a-,.l farr ua~ no, ,|,.,,l..a.i„.r •

'"" ""'>• »"". r.hM.rvaiinn. \.ai ,|. l-ctr,! the -tnin-,. ,.\,,rr-
H..ti> whMhan. v,.,M..n„ ihrMirfa.,. of tho,,. uhoar.. n-l af
pyu- uith thr,n-,h,... „r uho h.ar a. ti„,..Mh. uarniM.r v,,,...
of .'nnM „,„•... II,. hard hi-h .ojor fr]„xv.,] ,„„],.r the .oft
V.rm.n, -Iwn. Tl.av wa. a ruriiv- |,.uk „, thr wall-v...
lin., w„h Hhvr h.af, which -m. w t.rril,!,. whr„ ,h,.v u.-r.."
lix.'.l full „n !„> victim. Ilis v..i,-,. was hu>l<v, a^ if ho In.l
horn .,.,.akM,,.' fnr 1,,,,.^. Tl„. tin,, ii,,. w-.v „ot Mn,,l,.a<in.'
but t ,. -harf.lv-|M,i„t,.,i M.S.. a..,| slidulv rnnndc.! forch.^Hl
r.'v<.al..,i a .Icfct of ra.,, I„,i,...,|. ,!,, rolorin,^ of hi. hair
JvInrlMu,,k..,| a< if it ha.MHM.,, ,h-c,|i.la,.|c. ,n,l,..M...cl th.-o,.iai
i;ilf-l.n..]. who ha<l hi^,-!,.v,.r„o~. from a di.^olut,. ^rrcat ioni
'';^'"'^ "';'- ''''"" ll>"!"^iNini i:.rl. the vi,-i im of s,.,!nrtion •

who owcl In, k.,uw!,..|,.. ,0 an it„om,.h.i.. .MJucation ; who^o
\ur< w,To tliM.,. of the Waif ami -rrav.

r.ir.,tt..au Irarncl. tn hi- ni,hnuml..,| amazement, that his
a-Mai,i went ,,„t v„rv H,-a„tlv arravc.l. cam,, in vcrv late
•"Hi uvnt to hall, at hankers" an,l notaries' ho,,.., Thc.o
h.h... fo,„„l no favor with (V^a,-. To his wav of thinkin-r
|i >l>|tni=.n shonl.l -in.lv th,. le,l,..r.. and think of n-thui-^ hni
the l.iNiiie,.. Ih,. perfnoMT ha, I no patience with !-,,llv F[p
>p.;k;' Lvnilv to <].. Till,! ahout wearin- s„eh fine In.-n' ahontvwmn,^ card., whi.h l.,.r,. th,. nam,. F. ,h, 7V//,/ ^-manner.
•H"! '"-tonw whi.h. a,.,.,.r,lM.L' to hi< commcn-ia| juri.prn-
'l-ne,.. J,.n|,l hecon(In,.,lr,)th,. fa,hi,.nahh. w.irhl

'

Mut h.nlinand ha,l ctahhM,,,] himself in thi. l.nuso
pl;n- Tarti.flV t,. l?irotte;n,-- ()r^,>n : he paid court to Mmo
' csar. in,.,! to ...dnce her. and eaupng his e

so to

Nfmo.
ng his employer with
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.H..,l!m^.,u,,kn.->. ,„1.,.,1 Inn, a> 1,. u,|V |„., pn.viou.lv

""V'T' ".'''"""'•'"'"" '".v-,l..,| npnnon- nf man-
•''""i^"->^-'< l>|-.ina fa.ln.,,, ,|,;,t (l.MMav..l a timnroug,

t

r-c ,..ntiuu> u.Hna.i. u 1,„ i|„„„|„ ,, ,, „„ „, j,, ,,„. .,,„,,„.,;

:"";; '" '"'•
;"-'-|''":- '" ^1"'- <'{ th. ta, , «!„, I, M„u..""","' "'I''"-''. <l" THI.t IVIt I..M- ....ntc.,,,,., fur h,,,,-

' l-..:-t;Mi,.... 1.. who.,, IV,-d,„,,H| l,„l wrm.n ,rv..rai—-n> ,.,u^tl..s >,,„„ „„,„.,.| a .ha,,;:,. „, th. „.an„..rs of
•"~':"".'- "• '"'^'"" •" '"'I^M^' I.iv-,„„pt ,-lv. to .MV.-

'-- ""• "",,,•...,„.„ ,h..i ,h.r. was an „ml,..-,a;Hlin/h,.-
'M. »\iihont liiio,-,,,,,,,^ h.-r h„.hai„l of h.-r pnvalu

iis.>hrr,.,on,m..,,,i...]h,M.
|,,.|,M,,,-, ,h.. ,nai,.a,,,l Mirot-

«.i-.t hi. uif,..„pi„i„„„M this h..a,l. |)„ T>ll,.t\ ,|is-
•'i ""- rrM.h,.,i „p„m: h„, o„r ,.v..ni„,.. .,„ ,i,.. S,„„r,iav" '••lii'^'av.. non.v. l'.iron,.a„hala,„,,| h,- hunk. aOic wig

";;'•'
''-!•• '•v<'rvnHm,h,an,|fo,,nd that !,<• was thnv thou--'i "-H-S short. H..wasint..rr,hk.,.o„.,..r„ation.

I, wa-'""-• in,irh th.. actual loss ihat atrret,

•" n Ih

^ il-'WiS. >(

hiiil: (>y<T l,i> !l

lOU-

'I iiirii as III,. .•.iisj,i,j,,ri

.

"'•'• fi"i~ta„l~ ami ih,. .crvant. the
;.||n,.l-l„^^ ,n,l_tl,.. workm,.,,. On wl,o,n was !,. to lav th.
;jj|^'n.- Mnn: Himu.a,, was n.-v,,- awav fro,,, tl„. ,.,^1, ,l,.sk
I "• i-'k-k,vp,.r. who lo,i,v,i i„ ,h,. h„„.,, was . vo„„. „„„
- M.h,....,, I .p„,of hy nan,., a n.. «" of M. Ha^on. and
•"•'>';'•'' '"'-'I- ''nl'op.,,o,-. own showintr.th,. ,,,o,,,.v

M.n. an.i w,f. a^rmi ,o say no,!,,.,., and to watch cvcrv
"11' in I he ||n!,>(..

^'^ ^•"'
;'

'""'^'f:
Ro.,„n the notarv p„, down or, the t le-"H'nldl,,,,, |v,,wh,ch M MV.s,r had taken ..,„,e da'stxfnrcof

,, i,,,d,.. Afmo. d-['>pa.-t
^

n^^um said that ho had won th. mo„ev of du Tillet atminers houso on the previous evening, and ,Iu Tillet bo

a

bore

4

ill
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him out in iliis without a hhi>h. As for the porfumor, he
turned crinisDn. When the visitors li.iil uotic. and Ferdinand
was about to iro to bed, mrottcau tailed liiin down into the

sliop. on pretence of business to diseu>s.

"We are three tlionsaiid franes short in tlie cash, du Tillet,"

the jfood man said, "and 1 cannot sns[iect anviiodv. Tlie mat-
ter of the old louis-d'or st>enis to be too much aLiaiiist von to

be passed over entirely, so we will not <io to bed till we have
found out the mistake, t'oi. after a!!, il can be nothinfr but a

nnstake. Very likely you took the louis on account of vour
salary."

Du Tillet owned to havin<x taken the louis. The perfumer
thereiipim opened the led-vr : the assistant's account had not
yet been dcliited with the sum.

"I was in a hurry. I ouj,dit to have asked Popinot to enter
it." said l'erdinan<l.

"(^lile true," said Hinitfenu. diseonc(>rted by this ofT-liand

coohu'ss. The Norman had taken the tiieasuro of the good
folk amonfr witom he had come with a view to making his
fortune.

'I'he perfumer and his assistant sjient the night in checking
the hooks, the worthy merchant knowing all the while that
it was trouble thrown away. .\s he came and went he slipped
three banknotes of a thousand francs each into the safe,

pressing them betwcm the side of the drawer and the groove
in the safe: then be firetended to be tired out. seetned to be
fast asleep, and .-iioivd. Du Tillet awakened him in triamph,
and showed e.xaggeral.d deliLdit over the discoverv of the mis-
take.

The next morning i'.irotteau -coldcd little Popinot and
Mme. Cesar in public, ami waxed wrathful over their care-
lessness.

.\ fortnight later, l^'erdinnnd du Tillet entered a stock-
broker's oflice. 'i'lie pcrfuni>ry trade did not suit him. he
.Slid: be wanted to study banking. .\t the same time, he
spoke of Mine. Cesar in a wav that gave the impression that
motives of jealousy had ])rocMrcd Ins dismis>al.

,ir^ me^B^^^M£w^'w^'^mmf^jiQm'V'miiEimt
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A few rnon.hs I.Ut ,Iu Tillot came to see his late employer,
an.l ask.-c] h,„, to 1,.. his .uroty for twenty thousand franc,
""""pl.te the guarantees rcjuir..] in a matter whieh was to
I'"" 1"... ni the way of making his fortune. Seeing Birot-
-.u s surpns<. at this piece of effrontery, du Tillet scowled

•
nd asked the perlum..r wiirther he had no oonfidcn,.. in him

-Matitat and two m.^n ui.h whom Birotteau .lid l.usine.s „-(Te
.i'T. at the t.nu-: his indignation did not escape them,
H,n.h uj comrolled Ins anger in their pn.cncc. SvrhapJ

'!.! Iillet had n.turned to honoty ; a gambling deht or some
w;.-nan m distress nnght have hcen at tlu" root of that error
J't

l.is; and the fact that an honest man puhlielv declined to
f'ave anything to do with hin. might launch ^a man. stillynung. and perhaps penitent, on a career of crime and mis-
fw.nne. The angel of mercy took up the pen and set hi.
si.nalure on du TiUefs papers, saying as he did so that hewa. heartily glad to do a small service for a lad who had beenwry useful to h,m The color came into the go<,d man's face
as he told that knully lie. Du '-'let could not meet his eyes,"Hi douinless at that ,non>ent .ved an eternal enmity/the
|nHeless hate that the angels of darkne.^s I ,r the angels of

I'u Tillet kept his balance so skilf.dly upon the tight rope
'' >I-<'ulation, that he was always fashional.lv dressed, and^.N apj.arently rich long before ho wap rich in Veality When

•^n n the lofty rpheres where pleasure and business aremingled, among t e Turcaret. of the epoch for whom tke
-
.u.h-roonr of the Opera is a branch of the Stock Kxchant.e
Nianksto Mme. Hoguin, whom he had met among the

.
ot eaus crcle, he becanie rapidly known in high financial

i';-nnns. Jcrdinand du Tillet had attained a prosperity inTi-nse delusive; he was on an excelh.nt footing with the finn
" .Nncingen, to whom Koguin had introduced him: and hea. not been slow to secure the Keller connection, and tomake fru.nds among the upper banking world. Xobodyl^new where the young fellow found the vast capital which

fti
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ho could (oiiiim.iih!. I>nl they m'I (Imvn his luck to his intolli-

f^ciicc and innu'sly.

The Rotdiiitiou iiiiHlc a pcrsonairi' i>f C<''sar Birottoau,

and. ill the vortex id' pnliiical cri-o. he not unnaturally

for<,'ot thc~t' twn ciM^^ cvciit.- m liis iiou-rlicdd. Thi' tenacity

with which lie ha(i held to liis npiiiin,i-— i'ur thou^^di since his

VMiuiid it had licm a stricily pa-sivc tenacity, he still held to

his jii-incip!.- tnr decency's sakt— liad l»niu,<zlit him j)atronage

in hi.iiii i|nariers, precix'ly iiecau-c he liad asked for nothing.

He received an apjiointnient as major i?i the National Guard,

though he ihd not so mucli a> know a single word of oom-

niaiul.

in l^l'i Napoleon, inimical a> ever to Birotteau. ejected

hitn from his jx.-t. iHiring the lliindre<l Days. Birottoau

iiecame the ////c iinin of the Ldx-rals in his (piarter; for party

feeling iici^im lo rini high in that vear among the eomniercial

elas-. who hitherio IkkI heen unanimous in voting for peacc-

f(ir liusiness reasons.

.\fter the -eeoiid Hcsloration, the Royali.-;t (Jovernmont

found it neces-;iry to maniptdate the nninici])al hody. The

ju'cfcct wanted to transform l5irotteau into a tuayor, but,

tiianks to his wife, the perfumer accepted tlu' !e.-s conspicu-

ous position of deputy-mayor. His modesty added not a little

to his rejuitation. and iinuight liim the frieiidsliip of the

nuivor. M. I'lamet de la Billanliere. Birotteau. who had seen

him at the (Jinrit of h'tisis in the days when Royalist plotters

u>cd to meet at Ragon's >hop. suggesteil his name to the

I'reh'ct of the Seine, who <'onsulted th(> ])erfinner on the

choice. .M. iiud Mme. Rirotteau were never forgotten in the

ma\or"> invitation-. ;ind Mine. Pdrotti'au often asked for

r-haritahje -nh-criptions at Saint-l{och in good society.

I.a I'lillardiere warndy supported Birotteau when it was pro-

fio-ed to distrihute tliel'ros-e> awarded to the municipal body;

wild) tiamcs were heinL' weiiihcd. he laid stress upon Cesar's

w<nind recei\fd m SaiiM le"-h. on his attachment to the

Ronrlio!!-. ;ind on the re-pe-t in which Birotteau was held.

So the minister, who, while he endeavored to undo the work
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..I .V.i]. .I.n;,. was wi>liful to make creatures <.f his own, and
1 ' Mriire j.ariisans f.,r tli<. Bourbons from the ranks of com-
"1 •I'T. an,

I
aniun,:; „„'n of art and seienee, inchuled Birotteau

111 ill" li-l (if thox; to lie (]istin,fiuished.

Tlii- fa\ur. to-etlier with tlie ^^Inrv which Cesar already
Mil d aninnd liim in lii. Arrondissenient, put liim in a posi-
t'H) iliat wa> Imund to nia-nify tlie ideas of a man who had
"ill hilhrrli, with nothini,' hut success; and uh.'n tlie niavi.r
i"ld hini (if the approaohiii- distinction, it was tlie final argu-
mint whirh urged the porfuiner into the specuhition wiiicli
hr hail just disclosed to his wife.; for it ojiened up a way of
Minuni;,' the perfumery trade, and of rising to the upper
r.ink.-j of the Parisian bourgeoisie.

(.'i'>ar was forty years old. Hard work at his factory had
set one or two premature wrinkles in his face, and sli.ditly
Mlvered the long inisliy hair, on wiiich tlie constant pn.<s,rre of
In.- lull had inii>re.ssed a glossy ring. The outlines of his hair
di M rilicd live points on his forehead, whicli told a storv of
sMiilihcity of life. There was nothing alarminir almut'the
lii>-liy eyebrows, for the blue eyes, with their clear, strai-ht-
I'Tu.iid expression, were in keeping with the honest man's
I'l-u-. IIk. nose, broken at his iiirth, and blunt at the tip
gavi- him the astonished look of the tvpical Pari^ian cockney'
Ills lips were vc.y thick, his chin Jicavv and straight. It
«a- a high-colored face with square outlines, and a peculiar
iliM.ivition of the wrinkles.—altogether it was of the in.'en-
iMus. shrewd peasant type: and his evident phvsieal stremnh
!iis .turdy limbs, broad .shoulders, and big f'-et. all d.-noted
'111' <"untryman transported to Paris. The large hands
••'M'lvil with hair, the crca.ses in the plump finger-joint.s
niii hrnad. square-shaped nails at the tips, would alone have
•iiti-tcil his origin if there had not been signs of it about his
uliole [lerson.

He always wore the bland smile with which a shopkeeper
vw Ironies a customer; but this smile, assumed for business
l-'irposes in his case, was the outward and visible expression
• 1 : II ward content, and reflected the serenity of a kindly soul.

4
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iimicr till' uiriL.in.-tancos was a very inxir nturn t'nr the time
v.a~lc(l in law proiccdiiiirs, iind lidil that lie. ((iiild spend his

nine to lu'ttiT jiur})iise than in riiniiing about after excuses
I'liP di>lionesty.

If the hanknipt is an lionost man. and makes Ids way
.III. he will pay y(ju,"' M. J\a^n.n wa< wniu to sav. "If he

!ia- nutliiiiLr. and is sini])ly unfortunaie, ulmt is ilie <:,H,d of
inniientiii,:: liimr And if lie is a rogue, you will ovt notliing
in any ease. If you have a name for li.'ing hard on people,
they will not try to make terms with you ; and so long as tliey

can pay at all, you are the man wlimu tiny will jiav."

('e>ar kept his appointments puiKtiially; ho would wait
fnr ten minutes, and nothing would induce him to stay any
longer, a charaeteristic which was a cause of punctuality
in others who had to d(. with him.

His dress was in keeping with lii> appearance and hahits.
No power on earth would have induced him to resign thewhite
lawn neck-cloths with droo|)ing ends, embroidered bv his wife
or daughter His white drill waistcoats, adorned with a
liouhie row of l)utton^. descended low upon his prominent
ahdunicn, for Birotteau was inclined to corpulence. He wore
blue breeches, black silk stockings, and walking-shoes adorned
with ribbon bows that were apt to com(> unfastened. Out of
doors his too ami)le green overcoat and broad-brimmed hat
;.'ave him a >omewhat (,>nakerly appearance. On Sunday
<vi(iings b.> wore a coat of chestnut-brown cloth, with long
tails and ample skirts, and black silk breeches', the corners
>'f the inevitable waistcoat were turned down a little to dis-
play the pleated shirt-front beneath, and there were gold
buckles on his shoes. I'ntil the year ISli) Ids person was
further adorned by two parallel lines of watch-chain, but he
only Wore the second when in full dress.

^uch was Cesar Birotteau—a wortiiy soul, from whom the
niysterious powers that jireHde at the making of man had
Hitliheld the faculty of seeing life or politics a^ a whole, and
I tic capacity of rising above the .<ocial level of the lower mid-
di c clil-;s in ail tiiii!-^ lu' was destined to follow in the ruts
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of ilic old roiid : lio had caught his ojiinions liki' an infection,

and he put tiicin in practice without examining into them.

But if lu' was hlind. lie ua< a good man; if lie was not very

clever, he was deeply religious, and his hi'art was pure. In

that heart there shone hut one love, the liglit of his life and
its motive jxiwer: for his desire In ri-e in the world, like the

jueagre knowledge that he had learned in it. had its source in

his love I'ur his wife and daughter.

As for Mmv. CcVar. at that time, at the age of ihirty-.-even,

she so exactly roeiiihled the Venus of Milo.that when tiie Due
de Hiviere sent the beautiful statue to France, all her ao-

(luaintatice recognized the likeness. .\ i'i'W short months,

and trouhle so .-uiftly siiread its sallow tinge over the daz-

zling fairne>s of her face, so ruthles>ly darkened and hollowed

the hliu-vciiied circK's in which the Ijcautiful hazel eyes were

set. that she came to look like an ageil Madonna; for in the

wreck of her beauty she lU'ver lost her sweet ingenuousness,

though there was a sad exprc>sion in the clear eyes; and it

was impossii)le not to see in her a still beautiful woman, staid

in her demeanor, and full td" dignity. .Moreover, during this

hall of Cesar's planning, her beauty was to shine forth

radiantly for the last time to the admiration of lieliolders.

Kvery life has its apogee; there is a time in every e.xi.et-

rnc(> when active causes hring about exactly proportionate

results. Thi.- high noon of life, when the vital forces are

evenly halanced and ]nit forth in all the glory of their

8trength. is common not only to organic life; you will find it

even in the history of cities and nations and institutions and
ideas, in commerce, and in every kind of human effort, for,

like noble families and dynasties, these too have their birth

and rise and fall.

llow comes it that this arirument of waxing and waning
is applied so inexorably to exerything throughout the svstem

of thim:'^?—to death as to life; for in times of pestilence,

death runs his co\irse. al>ate>. returns again, lies dormant.
Who knows Imt that our Lrlobe it.solf is a rocket somewhat
longer lived than other fireworks?
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Ili>t'>iv, idling' (ivcr iind over Mi^aiii tlw ii'iiMdis of tlic rise

;iimI I'iill nf all thill liii> Imtii Ml tl.c wnrlii ill tlic pa<t. niiirht

i a warniii^i; to man that tlicrr is a inoiin'iit wlicn llic active

ji'av ot' all Ills I'acullir- iiiii>I ica-i': Iml millur cniniuci'ors,

ri'ip ai'inrs. nop women, iior wrileiN IkmmI ilu' wliolc.-oiiio

::'liiionii ion. (War IJiroiicau. who -houM ha\'' loukcd upon
hiiiiMlf M> liavini: I'cai-lnil tln' apoLrrc of In- rarci'i'. mistook

t'l'' >iimmit fop the >lar! in,Lr-p"int. lie iliil iioi know tlio

iiii-oii of the ilounfall- of uliich hi-tor\ i~ full: nay. iicitlicr

ki!!::< nor peoples have niailc any ctVnri to (!Mr;|\,. jn impcr-

i-liahle i-liaraitiTs the faiisps of tlio i iit.i-troplic- of which the

l;i-tnry of royal and of coninn'rcial lioii-is alfonU -uoh con-

-p!(iioiis cxanijilf:-. Why >honli| not p\ramiils he tv'ai'cd anew
I" put u< constantly in mind of the immntahle law which

-liniild .L'owfn the alfairs of nations as wdl as ni' individuals:

11'/.// Ihr I'lfrrt jiftiil iiccil is )i(j hnujir in dincl rclnlion irith

imr II! r.niii jiro/K/rt ion hi lite ciiiisr, ilisur/ini izntion scfx in?

Aihl yet—these monuments afe all ahont us— in IcL^'uds. in

the -tones that cfv out to us of a pa-t. and hear perpetual

leoird to the freaks of a stuhhorn Fate whose haiul sweeps

.iway our illusions, and makes it clear to us that th(> irreatost

I \eiit- res(dv(> themselves at last into an Idea, and the "Tale of

Troy" and the "Story of Napoleon" are poems and nothing

ini'i'e.

Would tliat this storv mii:lit he the Kpic <)\' the HmirLrtHusie;

there are dealiiijrs of |-"ate with man which in-])ire no voice,

hecau-e thev lack >rran<leur. yet are even for that very reason

iniineii-e: for this is not the story of an isolated soul, but of

a whole nation of sorrows.

Ce-ar a< he dropped o|f to slee]) feared that his wife nuLrht

firiPLT forward some pereni])tory ohjectioii in the imu'ninjx,

and laid it u]ionliimself to wake hetinies andsettle evepythinfj.

\- -'",n as it f:rew liirht. he ro-e n ii-e!es>ly. le-ivine his wife

.i-leep. dressed (piickly. and went d'evn into the shop jn-t as

the hoy was takiuLT down the nuTiihered shutters. Birotteau,

tindini: himself in solitarv po-se-^ion. stood waiting in the

doorway for the assistant-, watching critically meanwhile
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the w.iv ill wiiicli li';i.-uct llif citiiikI Imv (li,-(liaru'i<l liis ilntio:^,

for liiroitiMii Wiis ill! ((!(! liiiiul. The wcatluT Wiis iiiaj;iiiliocnt

in spill- 111'
I ill' mil!.

"I'ojiinni. fttili vniir liiit iiiiil viiiir walking sluios. ami toll

M. ('('•l<-titi t<

(1 1

iiiir iliiv\ li : Mill ;iiiil I « il

I li

ifii to tlic 'ruilcrics

111(1 have a iiltii' lalk luLr''! Ih'I-. >aiil lu: wliciiicll AllM'Illlr liUlK

r ipilldt. I lial ailiiiiraMc fi^l tn iln Tilli'l, wiioiii mn' of

iio-i' lia|i|)v (li.iiiii- whirh jiidiiic a lidiri' in a |iroti'cti!i<,'

loiiscliold. will play

irv to lhvo a

I'rovidciicf iiail (.-lalili-hril in ('f-ar

rrcat a pari in lliis ^lnrv. iiial it i> m-vv

skotcli of liiiii lull

M
brotl

inr. luauon > inaiilrn na Mil' was I'lipinol. Slir had t wo

KTs dill' (if tiii'iii. till' viniiiLirsi of till' family, was at

the present time a jinl::!

of the Seine. '1'

in the 'rniiuii a! of First instanco

le nlilr; III! II lie into till' wool-trade had

lo^t hi- iiairinionv. ami ilii d. leaving' lii> iiiilv son to the

Hairons and his hrotlier the Jiniue. who had no ehildreii. 'P

child's mother had died at lii> hirth.

!0

Mine. Kairoii had foniid this vimation for her iie]ihew, and

hoped to see lllin slK d to lliiotteaii. Aiiselme I'opinot

(for that was hi< name) was short and eluh-footed. a di-

pciisation common to ISyroii, Sir Walter Scott, and 'I'allevII lev-

rand, lest other.- thii> alllicted should he too iiuieli discoiira<red.

! with freckle? whichII e had the iirillianl eiimi>le.\ion co\erii

i]?ua Iv distin.LMiishes red-haired peojile; hut a clear forehead,

evps like aiiate- Mreaked with '.'ray. a pretty mouth, a
{
ale

fare, the charm of yoiithfiil dillidence. and a want of confi-

dence in liim-elf. due to his physical deformity, aroused a

kini luv/ toward- him in ot hers. We love the weak.

and Jieople felt illtere.-ted ill Topinot.

Litt e I'onmiit. a- c\cr\ lioilv callc

aiinlv. he\' Wi'le liri

d him, took after his

iple essriitially rel ijrio'is, whose vir-

tue- were informed hy intelliireiice. whoM' ipiiet lives were full

So the liiild. Iirouuht '.> hv hi.s vmcle the

a
ot L'ooit ileeil.-.

jud^re, nnilril all the (pialities pleasint: in youth: he was

jroi d and alfectionate liov. a little ha>hful. hut full of en-

thusiasm; docile as a lanil), hut liard-workinjr. faithful, and
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i;ii|y, ciKidwcil Willi ill! ilu' viiMiio of a Cliristian in the

. ,1 ly (lavs of the ( 'liiin-li.

W lull I'ii|iiiiot licani of till- i)rii|)o-c(l walk to the TuiiiTifs.

:':. iiKi.-l mili»okc(l-f(ir I'ciiiai'k that iiis awf-iiispiriiiu' t'lii-

'i.ur cmilcl have iiiailr at that tiinr of day. lii- thoiijrhtrJ

.\riil to his own si'ltliiiH'iit III lifi'. ami tliciio' ail at once to

< (-iilillc, the fcal (|lli'('ll of fost's, till' lisillL' ,-i^Il of the llousp.

11. Ii.id fallen in love on lii> vciy lif-t tlay in the >\utp. two

iiiMiith.- Iicforc (III 'rillct's (!rj);ii-iiirc. Ill' was oiili^fd to stop

jii'irr llian onco on his way ii|i.-tairs. hi> heart so swelleil. and
lii- |iiiUe> heat »o hard.

In another inonient he came down, fnlhiwed i)y ('(Mestin.

iIm' lir.-i assi.^taiit. Then .\ii>elnie and in.- employer .-et out

uilhoiit a word for the Tiiileries.

.\n~ehiie I'opinot was jii>t twenty-one year- of ai:e; |'.irot-

ir.iii had married at one-aiid-twenly. .-o Anseline saw no

hindiaiui' to his inarriajre with CtVarine on that score. It

u,i.- her heanty and licr father's wealth that set enonnous
"I'-tai Ics in the way of sm li amhitious wishc:- as his. hut love

LTow - with e\-ery iip-leapinir of lidpe; the wilder tho hopes,

the iiMTe lie cluii;,' to tlieiu. and his li)n,:;in;_'s ;:rew the stron.izer

(<<v \\v distance lietween him and his love. Ilajjpy hoy. who
in a time wlien all and sundry are hrouuht <lown to the sanio

le\c|. when I'very head is crowned v, itli a ])reeisely -imilar hat.

can still contrive to create a distatice hetweon a perfumer's

'!auuliirr and him>e!f— the scion of an old rari>iaii family I

.\iid he was happy, in spite of his douhts and fears; every day
ii' his life he sat next to Cesarine at diinier: he set ahout his

hi'-iue-v with a zeal and eiithu-iasm that left no elemein of

dr.tdmry in his work: he did everythinir in the name of

• e-arine. and never wi'aried. At one-and-twenty devotion is

f-'od sntlicient for love.

"lie will he a merchant some id" these days; h<' will get on,"

<'i'-ar would say. fjieaking of An-e'tne to Mwu'. Hagon. and
!'' wi.uld praise Anselinc's activity in the tillin.LT-out dopart-

n I'lil. extolling his (|uicki)e.-~ at comprehending the mysterie:^

'1 the craft, relating liow that, when goods were to he sent
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otf in A hurry. Aii-clriM' udiild rnll up In- ~|ii\c> inid work
lii!rc-;iriiii i! .il pinlJii'j ilir i;\-i - .iii.l ikiI'ihl; ilnun the lids,

iiml till' l;niii' hi<l uuiiM ltd iMnrr iliiiii iill llic rr-t iif ilicin

pill toL't'tliir.

'I'llrrr U.I- iilinllicr -fridii,- (ili-t;ii II' iri tlic wiiv of the (ir-

pb.i

A

I

n s -iiii 1 II W ,1- ,1 W I
> linW II ;ilid !(( (J'j|li/('(1 t'iirt tllilt

rxiiiiiln' ('i-i.tMi. Ii'.iuniii"- li.'.i(l-(!( rk. llic xni lA' ji rich

r;iniiir (if l;i |'.|-ic'. Iin|iii| ii, mi;iii\ ( 'i'-ii ri im : ;iiiil ihrrc were

iithcr ililli( nil h - \ii mure l..;iiiiil iMc. |n iln' drpths of

l'ci|iiiiMr- lir.irl iIhic |.i\ liiiiiid -.id -rcrd- wliiili -I't a yi't

widrr l:iiII' Ii''I \M'.-n i;iiii mmJ ( '':i''in '\'\u- I I.IL'OH-. 1)11 Wh'HIl

he iiiiLdit !i:i\i' riiimlcd. Men' in dijliciill ir- ; (he or|iliiiii l)oy

\v;i.- ii;ii'|i\ to I.iki- iliiiii hi- M.-inly -.iliirv to ludp tlicm to eke

out il livillL^ lint in -pile of nl! I'lc-c lliiiius. he lioprd to

sneered I Mi. re ilum nine in- |i;id enuLdil ;i uhinee from
Cesiiriiii'. ;iiid Kiin'iilii lii-r ;ipp;irriit pridr Ih' liad dared to

- in llir liiptli- of lierread a -eeret tlloULlIlt full of lei nil r iiiiiii

blue' eves. So li(> woikrd nn. -ri in a IVriin'ii! hv that '.'Irani of

hope, treiiiuloii- and inulr. like all ynuiij: men in a like ease

\vhett life is l»reakin;j- into l)|ii--oni.

''I'niiinot." the irood man liiLTaii. '*i- voiir aunt (piite well?"
'•Vis. -ir."

"Somehow -he ha- seeiiud to nie f<> have an anxious look

for some lime past : e.m ^lunethinL;- lia\e uone a-kew with
them? i.oiik here, my hoy, yon must n(»t make a striinjrer of

ine. that am alniu-t like une of tln' family, for 1 have known
your I'nele Rairi'ii tlie-e five-aml-twenty years. When T first

rame to him, 1 wa< fre-h from the cnimtrv. and wore a pair of

liohnailed hoot-. Thry .all the phe-e the T'-easnrv Farm,
hilt all T iirouL.dit away with me was one pild lonis vvliieh my
.t'odmother '.'av(> me. Madame the late 'Marfpiiso crUxoUes,
who wa- related to 1e Due and Mme. la T)nelie<se do T.enon-

eoiirt. who are anionir our patron*. So T alwav-; sav a praver
every Sundav for ln^r an 1 all the farnilv, and her nieee. Mme.
de 'Mort^anf. in Tonraine. has all her perfumery from u?.

rii^tonier- are a1wnv- eiMninL' to me thronirli flietn. There is

II, de Vandenesse, for e\am]de. who spends twelve hundred
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rr;iiic> willi MS I'Vrn \.';ir. Oiif mi;^'!,! t.. nr ;:r,iti'fii! frum
prinlrii.T. it" nin' i- ii'it j:nitcfiil liy ri;itui ; Imt I am n vvi'll-

wi-lur to vnii. wiihi nt ;in aflfMli'Hi;.'lit, nnil fm- vnir own
^akr."

"A! sir, if vmi u.ll .-illnw me fo sav so. voii had a lt'\ !

h.-ad."

'.No. 111. liny, no: that uoti't do even i hiriL'. I don't sav

that my headpiece i-n"i a- i:o(pd a- am.tlierV. hut [ -tm k to

|p'iie-ty throni:li ihiek and thin . I was ste: dv. and I never

lii\ed any one hni m\' w i I'e. I.o. is a f • vhii^i'. a neat cx-

[.re-ioii <it' M. de \'ineh's yotenhiy ai ihc Trdmnc."
|,o\e !" ii'ied l'o|)inot. "<>h! ^ir-. du \.iii---—'"'

'"Si"]) a liit. .-top a hit I 'I'liere is old Woiruin conMnir ah>n<»

the i'lirther -i(h' (d' the I'hiee I,n:ii- \' \'. ;it ei;.dit o'clock in t hf

(ii'irniii-'. What i-in the oh! liov he ahoiit !'" said Cesar to

liiiii-cll', and he foi'LMit An-elnie I'opinot and the liaz(d-mit oil.

His \vif,."s theories came up in liis memory, and instead

of luiiiinir into tiie ,i:aidcn o;' the T'lilerJes. he walked on to

inert thi- notary, .\nselme followed at a di-tance. (piite at a

!".-s III explain till' sudden interest which liirotteaii appeared
|o take in a matter -o imimportant : hut very happy in the

(m .iiiraiicment which he di fivcd fn.m his em])lover's little

speich ahovit hohnailed hoots, and louis-d'or, and love.

Kojnin. a tall, hurly man. with a pimpled face, an almost

hald foi-ehcad. and hiack hair, had not formerly heen lacking

in ciiiiiellne-- : and he had heen yoiinLT and aml)itious once
foe. and fi'oin a mere clerk liad come to he a notarv; hut now
a keen ,,!,-,.i-ver would lune read in his face the exhaustion

and fatiL;ne of a jaded seeker after ]ileasure, When a man
pliiTiires into the mire of excess, his face hardlv escapes with-

out a spla-h. and the lines ensrraved on HoLrnin's eounieiianee

and it- fhirid color were alike ie-iioMe. Instead of the pure
L'low whuh sull'u-es the tissues id" men of temperate life and
n'Miarf- a hloom of health, there was visiiile in iioiruin the

1a!tit((i hlond ititlanied hv a strain a^j-ainst which the Imdv
Tehillrd. His nose was meanly tnmed wy at 'he end. as is ai)t

t" he the ease with those in whom huniurs taking' this channel
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Frill

lllcr illl IIH'IImI .llliilmn, wllii': :i Silllliill- ftllCcn of

II (
I
nil'Mitll 1\ l.rlltAiil |i> \)i ,1 l!,i Im|1 nilc- iliilllnfl to tin

StH'( 11 ~, III \ I r li;i\ ill'j iipl'I'iM !ii >l ,iH\ III. Ill I'll! till' Kihl:' -iiI

I'll IrlllK (Id-i'lN 1.1 i|i-i.Acr IhT llll-t.iK' l(i>::iiiir- rirnri- to

<li>;.'U!-i' ill- iiiliriiiitv liv t;ikiii;.f ijii.i iil il u- of Sjiiiiii>li Ml itr

s< r\('tl tMlIll r lo :|-_'l:l\alr lllc I InllM.-.nllK -, llljllolll-. wlilcll

hilll lircri llli |iniliip,ll c;IU-r ot III- llll-i'irl llllr-.

II iml I ,1! I \ 111^: ll.il li'i'v 111 Mil 111 i

I ltlill\ hllKll- i\\\\.

iiicu hat too far lo

paiMi ill

ca.-i - tlir rial iaii-r- "

aliMiil li\ ili-ra-i I'

111 lal-r iiilm-. to ciiiirral ill certain

llirir \ ii I--II uilt'S, so ol'ii'ii liroii;.'lit

ii-al ill-, in tlii'ir inoral a-|ii'('t> and
ftlir iiilliniii I lliat lliiv l)nii:j' to luar on tin- iiifcliaiiisiii o

I if. lia\i |ii iii.,|i III (I'll iiiiii II mvli I II il liitlifrlo l>\' flio

lii^loriaii of ih.iiiiii r>. Miiir. Cr-ar liail ri,L'litly Lrucsscd the

s(M nt I if I{

1 iilv (laiiLrlitcr of Clicvrel,II

o-uiii - iiiari'ifii II |r.

I- wifi, a cliariiiiii'j: L:irl, t

till' lianki r. fill an iiiiriini|iirralili' n |in_;naiiri' lor ilir poor

liolai'N . uhirii ilati'il rrmii ilir luL'lii of h.r inarriaL'i'. ami iiad

xi'ii" ilrtcriinni'il lo ilrin.iiiil an iniiiicdiali' dixoru' Uiit

HoLMiin. to i|i|i\ to lia\i' a w I fi' u III

lircil I hnii-;iiii| iiaiii -, lo >ay iioilnnir ol in't' i'\|)rctatioii

> liroiiuiii hiiii li\c iiuii-

f h

i| illl|il'ifr(l llrr not to rlllrr lirr plea. I raxill:;' IHT IHT

liliirt\ . aiiil a

Mine. I,'

iri'pi illU a II t! I' fii|l.-iM|lIrIlii'- o f .-ll.-ll a compact.

ruin, till-! n-- of iln' -ilualion. t rcalri! lifr Ini-hand

lilrrl\ ailorcr. li ouiiiii soon loiinilas a roll rtr-a li l irat- ;ill I

liis uifr liiii lirar. aial. like main' aiiollicr I'ari-ian. liad

(•onij I -talili-liti:i lit in ilic lown. .\t lirst tlu' i'X])i'ii(litu re

cIhI imt iM'i I- !::iMl,.ratc lliii!|.

fur a wliilr i.'iijii!:i found, at no i.q'i'at outlay, ;,'ris('ttos who
\V( re too i;lail ef II

he fell

1- protect ion ; 111! t at the ellil of three veai':

I pre\ to a V lo'eiii aueiiaiian jiassioii for one of tim

lllO.-! Iipejllllieiaii er< .llUle- ol' the lillle. kiiowM as Ln belli'

'( ])ro.-litutioii. for she .-hortlyUoll'indin<r 111 1 111' riilillilai - 1

afliiuanU IVM ha.-k inlo ;!ia.l '.qilf, whieh licr deatli iiiadc

illii-iriMii- ( iiie of I,'

to Pan- fini!) H

e-! '-
I 1''. nis lia'l fornierly hroiiudit her

iinl wlii'ii. ill IS]."), political considera-

tions foreed him to ll\. |p' iiiaile her over to the notary.

riiL:'
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nn;:iiiii li;iil l.ilvi'ii ,1 liu'r h:,ii-i- 111 ilic Ciiaiiiip.'-f^lvsi'o for
'- • iiriiiiiiirc.> ; lie li.iil I'linii-hi il il liiiiKi-.iiiclv. ami had
,i;!..u,(l hiiii^ll' |.. Im ; .; \,\ j. r, im.il If lia-l -liuainli'nMl

• '^•i\ III- l''ii;iiiii' Id ^.iii-l'v 111 I
I ,1 ra\a;:atil whim-.

i ' -Ii".iii\ r\|.rr--Hi|i. v.hi.-h saiii-h.'il fruin Hoiriiin's

Ill«-liailn- at till' -i;^hl rf hi- illrllt. w.i- ( (pliiircti'll With
riiv-|. ridii- t\riii-. uhiiviii lay ihf .-"'i r.t <<\' du 'I'lllfi", rapid
.-III!--. While (III 'I'lliii wa- .-till mull r i'.ir.itti'air- roof, mm
il;e lir-I Sunday whirh -avc him an ii|ii>Miiiimt v ni (ih.-crviiij,'

l-'U M. and Mine. I{(i-ii!ii a. IV -itiiaiid uiih iTirard to i a<'li

<'<.U'-r. ill, piiiii- had iiiidrfiiciir a cliaiiLrr. Ili> dc-iL'iis iipon

Mine. Ci-.-ar had hnii -nhordiiiati'd In another purpose; be
ii.id nil ant to coiiipe! an ,,|l'er.il' < 'e>ariiie",- hand a.- eompeii.si-
l;eii I'.p re|iiil-ed ad'.ai;ce>; hut u co-t him the le-s to :,'ive

u[i ihi- marriaije -iiae he had dix'overed that ('e>ar wa- not
!l'!i. a.~ he had heli(\,(|. 'I'hell (111 Tillet pl;|\e(| the -pv oil

i!;'- iietary. in-miiated Inm-ell' into his eontideriee. ohtaincd
ati inlroiliietioii to /.a lullr l/ulluiKhii.^r, a-eertaiiied the terms
el! uliieh -he >to<id with l{oi:uin. and learned thai she was
ilTeateiiinjr to ilisinips Ikt adorer if }io curtailed her ex-
irawiL'aiice. /,(/ /,, llr Unllniitlai.^f \\;\< one of tho-e ><-atter-

Ir.im.il creatures who lake money without di-tiirhinfr thcm-
.-i|\e> as to how it was made, or how they come l.v it; women
uiiM uiMild ui\e a han(|iict ,,iih a parricide'- crowns. She
I'li'k no ihiiuiiht for the morrow, and was careless of vos-
!M(|.iv. The future for her meant after dinner, and eternity
!a\ hciueen the pre-eiit niniiietit and the end of tlie montli.

'
\cn when -he had hill- to hdj due. Du 'I'illct was deli^dited

t" iiiid a lir-t lever to hi- hand, and heiraii lii< eampaijrn hv
"i'laiiiin- a reduction fi'Mii L^i Ixllf Jl<,l/iiii,liti.s,'. who a^^reed
I ' solaoo Ho^ruin's c.\:.-tence for thirty thou>an(l francs in-

-!'ail of fifty tliou>and. a kind of service which se.\a<.'enarian

[
i--iiin rarely forj:et:;.

At icnirth, one iiiLrht after deep potations. I^)Inlin opened
'•"' Ills tinaiicial po>ilion to du 'I'iilet in an after-siip|)er
c titidencf.. His real rotate was mortfza-cd to its mil value
under his wife's marriage settlcuienl, and in his infatuation
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lie had ;i|i|iiMj)i'i:i!ii| ihmiuv- (lr|iM.-iuil wiili liiiii 1)V his

clit'iits: iiiuii' than hall' llif \ahir "f lii~ |i;'ai-ticc had In'on

vuun'/.7.\ii\ 111 tlii~ \\,\\. \\ iii'ii !ir hail run !hrnii:;h tlu' rest.

liellic utiriiriiinali' li'n-iiiii u.uilil Iim.w hi- lirains oat. for 1

thiiiii;lil ill' >hiailil <i:iiiim-h thi^ .-iamlal nf hi> failuri' liv I'X-

C'itin,u' till' |iit\ nf ihi'
I

iiHiiic I'll 'I'ilht. Ij-ti'iiiiu bcludd

Sll ((t•^-. laphl ami a--un d. uli'aiiiinL:' lil^l a lla-li of liuiilninir

iroiiLili llic nh-<-nnl . ol diaiiKi nin rca-snicil uoLTUin,

ami iTpaid hi^ cniiiidciici' Kv iicisuadinL: him to lire hi?- pistols

jiito llic air.

'W'lu'ii a man (.f \oin- calihrc UiIm'- siidi I'isks upon 1 iiiu-

ir. .-am lie. "iic oiilIiI iidI to ijoiiiidci' aiiout lil<e a fool; he

>holdd >rl lo work lioldlw

I )ll 'rillcl couil-rlrd I loiillill to help himscll' to a larw suii".

of moiKv. and lo iiiiiaist il to liini (dii Tillt't) to s|i('cidat('

h(ddlv with it oil tlic Slock 1v\cIi;iiil;c. or in some other en-

lci-pri-c amoiii;- llic limidi'cd- ilial ucii' lnMm: >lartcd at that

ilaticculativo opiM h. If t If >t idM' wa- >i Iccc^sful. the two of

tliciii -lioiild I'oiiiid a lianl\. -jui r, !;iii' witji t!ic dij)o>it>. and
with llic prolii- till' iioiarv -lionhl ,-aii-l'y hi- ci'a\ inn-. If the

liicl< \\r!!i aL:ain>l iImmi. h'ouiiin ,-hould iso aliroad. iii.-tcail of

killiiiL' Inm-c'l!'. for lii> (ir\oioi| .In 'rilli-t would he faithful to

the \a-\ pciinv. Il ua- a i'o|ic I'uii;:' out to a dro\\nin,u' man,
ami h'ouiim did not -i c ilial the perfumer's saloman was
fa^toniiiu It round In- ncil<.

iMi Tdlct. ma-iri- of Koiiuin".- s-ecrcl. U-C(| It III f -tahlish

hi- pourr o\ir the \vifc. the lm>hand. and the ihi-iress. Mn w.

Roi^uin. to w ! 1
1

• III a\e uarniiiu of a di-a-icr. which sh

wa- far Irom -u-nciim;.. aiieppd du 'rille!'- a — iduilics. and
then it ua- thai i h,. I.niei' left il

tliaf his future v. -erurc

c pe:-fuiiicr"- -hop. fcclin

I'iellhIt W.I- no! ililiieuit to |icrsuaile

the !ni-!ii-- Pi ri-i\ ,1 -mil of ii:one\ liial in ca-e of need sh(

miijli I llu! !h' ohl l-eil 1. -tivct. 'he wife looked

in to her atfaii'-. and .irniiniihiii d :i -iu;i!i amount of capi tal

which -he handeil n\ir to ihe ma!' in whom her hushand
plaied lonili!, iKc. |',,r at th- h!!-.' the not.arv put a hundred
thoii.-and train- into the h.ind- of his accomplice. lirouLrht
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in this way into el(»sc oout;"! uiih Mnu'. l{.)j.Miiii. ilu Tillet

.•iiitiivcj to tnnisforiii iiitt iiuo iiU'cclioii, iiiid to iiispirt-

a \iolfnt passion in that !;ai, - jww woman. In his spcciihi-

iinii- on the Stock Kxciiaii.uo : naturally >liaiv(l in the profits

if lii> three associates, but this was not enon^^h for him; he
liail the audacity to come to an undcr.-tanilinu with an oi)po-
licnl, who refunded to liini tlu' amount of lictiiious Io.-jcs,

lur lie played for his own hand as well as for hi> clients.

As soon as he had (ifiy iliou>and franc.-, he was sure of
iiiakin- a large fortune. He watcliial with the .M^rlcV eye that
\\a^ one of liis charaeteri.-tics, over the phase.- of political life

in France; he speculated for a fall in tlu- Funds (lurin<: the
ranipaign of France, and for a ri.-e when the Bourhons came
back.

Two months after the rettirn of Louis .Will.. Mme.
K'uLruin pos,<essed two hundred thousand francs, ami du Tillet
a hundred thousand crowns. In the notary",- eve.- this young
niaii ua> an an;j:el ; he ha«l rc-lored onltr in lii,^ atl'airs. I>ut

l.'i I'lllc J/ul/diiddi.-ir fell a victim to a wastinir complaint
\i1m(1i nothing could cure, a viruliMit caiucr called .Ma.xinie

dc Trailles, one t>i the late l-]iuperor"s pages. l)u 'I'llld dis-
covered the wonuin"s real naint' from her signature to a doeii-
iii'iit. It was Sarah (iohsrck. Then he remembered that ho
had heard cd' a money-lender of the name of (ioh.-eek ; and,
>iniek hv the coincidi^nce. paid a visit to thai a^ed discount
ofl,ill>

ellt ho

er

IMi

and providence of young men with prospects, to lind
w this fi'uiale relativeV creilit stnod with him. The

rnkiiig Brutus proved inexorable where hi- grand-niece
Miii-erned. but du Tillet him-elf managed to lind favor

ill lii-

The .Norman and the moiiev-Iemler fuunil

:.'eiijid

eyes by posing as Sarahs hanker with capital to invest.

each other coii-

(;.ili-,.,k wanti'd a clever young fellow who could l<iok aft er
I

I il "i iiu>iness abroad for bin 1 jii-l then. The return of ib
'inb-Mis bad taken a State auditor by surprise. To this
neier. wishful t.. -land well at Court, it liad occurred that

'in.i

he m ighi buy II]) the debts contracted bv the I'

s-^^

rinces in tier-



•::: Kisi: am> fall ok (m:sai; iui;()ri i;au

luany during; thr < niiirratmn. lie nllrrrd iln- [irulit> (if tho

alfair, wliidi fur liiin \\;i> jiiiirlv a nialhr of jMiiit-v. tn aiiv

oil'- who uoiild ii'haiur tip' m ((-.siia rnoiicv. Old (Joliscck

had no tiiiiid to di.-lmr.-r inniicy.- i<\'V ;iiid ,d)ovc the iniifkct

value of till' d(lil>. into winrii :\ -liiw.d rc|ii'r>ciitali\(' riiii.-t

first e'.xa'Miiio. M'iiir\ -li'udci,- i ni.-i iiolHidv: ihcv iiiii>l aluav.-

havc a LMiaraiitci' ; ilic o((a^loll i.- niniiipdh nt with ihfiii;

they arc kv uhni ihiy lia\f iio mrd of a man, all'alilc and
ol)lijrin,u when lie is likely to he u.-tfid. Dii 'I'ilict knew llic

iniineiisc part jdaycd. \ir[,,w ihc .-nrfacc. iii ih.' j'ari- iiionrv

market liy Wrrliru.-t and Hi-diiiiri. di.-i-onni lirnkcT- of tin'

Hue Saint-Denis and |{ue Saini-Maiiin. and by Palina, a

hanker in llir Fauliouru' roi>-(iiMiii'ir. ulm wa- a Mm-! aiv.-a'.,-

associated with (ioli-cck. lie therefore olTcrcd lo pav down
(aiition nioiiiy. rci|uii-ini: on hi- own >]']< a -hai'c in the

profits of thr tran>action. and a>kin,L:- that : mcm- ;^i hi Icni-u

should cniploy in thr nioncy-lcndmi,' liu-inc-- the capital

which he should dcpo.-it with tli'ni. In tlii- «av he -ccurcd
sufiportcr-. Then he accompanied M. Clement Chardin des

J.np.aul.x on a trip to (icrmany diirin.u'- the llnn<lrcd |)a\'.

and eaini' back with the Sec. ml |;, -loration. with >ome a Id'

i

knowlcdu'e that -honld lead to -uii c." rather than with actual
\^''altli. lie had had an initiation iiuo the -ccrei- of .me ,,f

the clevere-r scheme)-.-- in Tan-: he had w.ui the -oodwill >>['

the nian wluim he had been >i't to uatcli: a dcxiermi,- juiruder

had laid bare for him the ^pl|nl;> of polineal in,ri-iie aiul the
rule- ,>( the -auie.

I>ii Tillct"- intclli'.'-ence was of the lU'der which understands
at half a word; ihi- j.airiic^ formed him. On his return he
fiMind Mme. 1,'oeniii -till faithful: but the poop ndarv was
expcctini: Ferdinand wiih <piite a- much impatience as his
u:le. /,,/ /,,//, Ihilhinilni^,' had rimicd him airainl

Du 'I'illet. (|Uc>tioninLr L" In II, II ..ll.ni'hiis,, eoiild not
''"I' l'i"ni I er an acciuint that rcprc.-cnti'd all the monev
whicii -hi' had sijnamlered. And ihen u ua- that he di-c-'.\'-

ered (he -e.Tct so car,d'iill\ kept fr.iin liim-'Sarah (;ob-cck's
infatuation for Maxinic .le 'I'raille-, known at i he \erv outset
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(if his caniT of vice uiid dcbauclicrv for a jiolit.ial liaiipT-on

ul a kind indi;-{ieii.--abk' to all ^'ood ^a)vcnHiicnt, and for an

!ii-,ilialil(' iraMihlcr. After this discovi ry du TiUet uuderstuod

(ii! (iul)«r(|<"> iiidillVrcnfc to his ^raiid-ni('f-(»,

Ai ilii> critiial jiinctmc, du Tilk't the iMnkcr (for by this

luiif he v.a.- a hanker) .-irongly reeoniinemled JJutiuin to put

!iv -Miii,.tliiii;,r fill' a rainy day; to eii;:aL:e some of his richest

(iii-nl- in a liu>ine.-s >jM(iilation. und ;lien to keep i)aek con-

-uli-raM'' -uni- out of tiir nmney paid o.< i' ;n him. in ease he

-l."iiM he eornjielled to Ih i-.)iiie a iiani^iiipl .ii thi' eourse of a

"liil eareer of speeulaiion. Afler vaiifii;-. i,-i- and f.dls

It liie price of stock>. which lirou.ila im k •on- ;o du Tiilet

:ii''l Mnie. li'oguiii. the iKitary",- hour .-Irrt:.. iji' was in-

.-"i'.cMi. and llierenpon, in his extnniity. hi- ( lo-i'-t friend

cxjiiiiiled liiiii. and dn Till"! discoM'reil liin, -inndalion

:n huildin^' l.iiii! in the nei jhht.rhood i)f the Madeleine.

N.iiurailx. one hundicil th.aisand francs whieh ilirotteau

iiad '!( poMii'ij Willi lewiiin until an invoiiiiriii .-iiould

!' foiiiiii f..r then', wi if iia.iil o\er to du Tilhl. who,

ill n! upon con:pa->inu i'.'^
|
e!-i'iM",er"-- raiin. inadi' Uoiruin un-

r.-iaiirl liiat he ran le.-.- n.-k liy ensnaring his own intimate

f:ii'iid> in his toil-.

"
\ fill nd."' said du 'riilci. "will not go all lengths even in

aliL'i V."

T'" re are not many p"iip!i' ;;i ihis pre^^eti' dav who know
!ifiu liiiii' iand was worth ]icr foot in the di-irici of the .Ma-

li' kiin' at liiis time: hui Hu' huiiding lots ii;ii-t iiecessarilv

-!in!il\ he Mild for iiiore tliaii tlioir momeiitar;, d.'preeiation.

'.iii-iij 'iv iIm' neir>.-i!y of finding purcha~i'rs who would

pi'o'i! hy tin opjiortnni'.y. Now it was du Tillct's idea to

leap liie hciiclit without keeping hi- money locked up in a

''luil'.x -peculation. In olh'r w..rii-. he Mnant to kill the

'ilair. -'I ihai a corp,-'- \>hieii he knew Ik^w Io resuscitate

iiiiL;!:! Im' i^iiocki (1 down to hini.

In -U(!i eiiicrgencio as this, the (Joh.seeks. Talmas,
\\ r!)!'.;-t-. and (iigonnets al! lent each other a hand, hut du
1 ;'i • 'lid noi know them well enough to ask them to help

^1

"i
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liim: iuu], iH-i.ir.. |„. ,„.,ni t,, !,,.!,. I,,- ,„.!in„ ,„ ,|„. „„„trr
so tlinn...-lllv iii;it. uLi;- !„ -t, ,.,,. I il„. u|i,,l,. biisiii,.., |,r

iiii-ht iv.M.n.. all llir pruM, .,„.! , ..f th,. .Ii>^r,,„,. ,,,-',|„.

rohh, IV. .>,, I,.. -;,u ,lr .1. ..s.M!;. nf .„,. .,r th..M. ;,niinal...l
lay Uisun-. irniwil imn uf st,;nr m ( ..nini.'i.-ial phrase. Tlir
niaii wh., Ii;,,| ,„„.,. I„.r,„v a.;.., I u.- j,.,rt uf a .-lurk-johlHT
tor Inin Mrnir,! i„ l„. a Miitai.lr in,,i i,, h,.. |,,.,,„|. ,.,,„! i,,, :„.
friii-cj ih,. Diviii.. ri-hl- Kv nvaim- a man. (»! a furnuT
(•oiiuiiririal trav.l.r. u:||iuii( a t'arlhiii- m, il,., ,.;,,•!!., wilh
"" '''i';l\- II" i:i|''i'-i'.\ -'v- f-r . iii|ilv ran. Mi!,- talk on aU
.-^nrt- nf -!il,j,.,.|-. ,1,1(1 1,111 jii>i -iillich'iii nil to viiir.T h -nsclf
^" '"' ''''"''' '" ' f'-ii'l ^'i"l I" I'l'iv it uiii.nui roinpn.ini.^in-
"" !'i<''''- 'iii'l ,vl 'n<lnu,..i uiil, th,. ,•.,,.,.M sen-.. ..f I,,,,,,,,-—
"''".I- '" -'.- .1 r^i''ill.\ I'nr Hl.ailly a,.-..ptin- ll„. ,|,,h„„,,r
of hi^ f.ruaipal- .,r Inn,. ,1,, Tilkt nia,,'.. a l.ank.r. il ri--
matrir an.! pron,Mi,.i ,,r cMni-navial .iit,.rpri.,s m, ih,. hir-vst
";''' '''"I '" ni'l:iin<'rph,.~,-,| ini,. tl,.. hrad ,,f the firm ..f
( 'laparMi!.

S|„,„l,! ,1;. ,.N,^vn,a,.- .,r ,;„ 'r,i|,.,-. ;,,!•,,,... ,.„ ^„„ ,j,„,,
''''li'i'Ki •! iMukniph-y. if \va^ In l„. Cliarl,.. Clapan.n^ fa',, to
l»-'l"iiv,n.,| ,,v,r in.(,.u. an,l I'liari-,.,., aial Clapan.n kn^u-
''• ^""- '"' '-" pH'-'iit. th,. MM'ap^ an,! pickin-. thai fr!|

I"
'"^ ^''^"" ^"'' "I I':' l'"i.i'l" !"• ..

I

r ,l,.Ml\vl,„. ulu.„
'"^ ''""" ''" I'l'l"' '•^iiii'' :i'-n- li^ni. ua> -annt.Titr^ al,Mi-
Til- linnksanN wii!, ,„, pr„.p,„.,. i,,,,.,,,,,! ,!i,. !u-,,-fn,n,- pi,,.o
ill liN p... k.'|~; .,, !,;- frn-nd^liip for an, i .lc\,,i!,„i ,,. ,1,, '|-j||,,,

s\vrll,.,l (,x a -ratitn.!,. liiat (!i,l nm |,.„k to ,|„. f,,,,,,.., ,.,„,i

stmmlatr.! l,y M,,. , raMi,^- „f a .li-„lnt,. an.l (lNr..putal,le
lit''- 1' 'I fun, t,i -a\ .1 /,/. /, to 'vi.fvlhini.'-.

^^'''" ''• '''"I """' -'M iii> linnnr. 1„. .aw that it was ri-k.-d
\vit!i -,. uMu!! pni,l,.iu,.. that a) l,.n-tli h,- r-.i^u- to l,av,. a
s,.rt .,f ,l,,.j-|jK-,, ;|t!a, iiMi,.,,! 'inv his ,,|,! ,.o;nra,!,' ,iii Tilh-t.
(lapar.ai w.a- a \,tv n-lv p..rlorniinL'- [h„„!I,.. |„i1 he wa>^
rfa,i\ a; any nioin,.nt i ak.' lli-' leap ,,f Ciirfiii^ for hi«
niastir.

In ih.. pr,.-.,.,it -.(•]),. I, „. <'lapar,,n wa» to r('piv.;,.nt on.-lia!f
of til,, piinlia-,!- ,,f til,. !,,ts a.~ Hirotfaji rrpn-fnKMl tjio
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r li.-'if TH,.ii t!i,. I..ll> «iui', »;.,,,;,,•,,„ .,,,,,1,] r..,.,.ive

III lv-..it.;ui .-ivoiihl In- .li-cuiiritci In- -uiu.- mniir\ -K rJcr,
I'.-.' Fi.iiii.- (hi TJ'ict ^vni,].! iH.rn.u; '^o ili;i! w|„ n Uuunin

..i.-.uii.l.-.l uiih (!-, ,v~i .J III. j.un- .i>,-r.i..ii.-,. Biroth.au
«-.ii!,| t.r i,.ft on rkv briiiK uf riiin. i)h Tili.-t iw'-.uu u. (lirn-t
I.I.- .i.-tiMH Ml' t-H. jis>i-:i.-.-; til, re ^!i, :,,!! '..

;, f ,.;.. i sale of
''"• '"iil-fiii- h.ri.i. ail. ,|:i 'I'lil.-t iii.,nil lo !„ tii,- piin-huMT;
!i.' unuj,] l.uv A for a,„,H!t half if> vah'r. an-i pav fur it 'Mth
l.'"-iiiir.- rii..:„.\ ail.,: thf (livi.li.iul ,,r thf l.aiikni|.i,v ; .o
'Hi.irr ilitr,T.iil iiam.^ h,- '.va^ iii [..,.-,>.„,„ of the moii..^' ,,ai<l
il-'\M\ iiy ihr pcrriim.T an. I In- cr.-.Iiior :.. hour.

Il "a> !i {.ro>|.,.ri of a Lroo,ilv -iiaiv of th,. m.oiI- ttia: lod
l.'o-:iim to ino,l,I],. :„ rl,,-. sohonio : Inii h, lui.i onioiiranv -iir-
'"'''''' liiin-oif ,,; liiM-rciinti to a man uho'ooiiii! ami did
lako tho iion".- f«i'-i. It \v;i- iiiif.o,-,:: ;,. to i,riii- du Till.-r
nio a (oiirt of law. and tho iioiarv in a ivmoir part of
>v. ii/rrlaiid. wlioro ho f.^imd lifaiilio- of a l,-- r\prn-ivo
. "'!. Ha-, iurkv to have a hour tliiiii.. i,, liiiii on.-o a moiitli
or -.

'i'iio u'jly srhonic \va~ no drlihoralr mvoiiiioii. no o'ltfomo
"I' 'ii" l-iood,ii,i:s ,.f a trauodiaii ^uu^ln^ a plot, hni il,,' n-ult
o!

. n-.um.-tano,... Hatred, imai conipniii. d h\ a dr-iro lor m-
M n;ro. 1.. a> -lyd >n^v1^ upon tl;o -raiiitn rock, du Tillct -wore
to h.. ivwnpd Ujpoii C.'.sar i'.iroitrau. ami the proiiiptiiii.- was
"' '' ''"' '"">! iiiiiiir.d l!iiii-s in ilio world: if n had \u;-n
'
!l)rrui<(.. ilwre had hoeii no ,piarivl hetueen an^vl> ni dark-

'.' - :ii)d tho an,L'oi> of liLdit.

l»ii 'i'lilct could not. without -rcat inconxx-niciicc. murd, ,

!!" <-n<- man in Pari.- who know that i had i,ccn -uiHv of
[""- ''"•!'': I'Mt !ic could ,-n!lv his o|., ,na.st.T*< itain(>'and
"'Nh Inm until lii> fc.-timo:,v u-a< no lon-.T adiiii>.<il.lc For
•' l"^'.u' nine pa<| th.' thon-iii of v-n^rpan... had h..,.?) triTnii-

''.'y"~ "' iii- iiiiii'i; I'ut it hail conic to noihiMLr. Th. ru^h
of Iifo in Pari, is so -wift. and -o f,,!! of .!„. chance counts
I'T

-o mu.h in it. that even th.- most ,.ner-,.ti<- hater^ do not
!•''< v..rv far ahead: yet. on the otli,.r haixl. if the constant
•"'' 'I'ld flow is unfavorable to (ireniediiaied adion. it alTorda

cr
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exfcllciit ii|iji(iriiiiiiti(- fur (iiir\ II

pdlilH,' hriiin.-., cl.VlT Llinll^rl, I

that form' with tlir ndr. I ui Till

)f llii' j)o>.-iliilit_\ (if iiiiiim>: ('(•.-:ir I'n

I;; <iul pji'ji li- 1 li.i I hirk in

> lif III v.aii lor ilif cliiiiicL'S

'1 llilil ilild ;l ililll illl\li||tr

]{

Hill llif iiidiiii'iii uhi'ii

(i^Miiii lii>l npeiifd (lui In,- cii.-c to liiiii : iiml li.> had not iiiis-

calcniutid.

IvoiTiiiii. iiM'iiiiuliilc. oil the ji.iiiii (if Icaviiii,'- Jiis idol,

drainrd tli<' rot of the jiiiillrt' Irnm the hrokcu ciii), inniv^

daily In ihc ('liaiii|..--f;l\.-rv>. and rcturiiin,^ Imni,. in ih,. >niall

hours. 'I'hi'rc urrr .i^roniid,-. llicivfurc. ['m- Mm,., cr.sar*:-

sujjiic'i(»u.- ihcoiio. When a niaii ha> made up his mind to
[«iav sii.h a par; a.- (hi Tilh't had a>-i;:ncd to IJo^rnin, he
ju'vforcc ai'ipnrc- the talciii.- of a LM-cat ador: he has ihc eves
of a lyn\ and the penetration of a .-eer; lie finds uavs of
iniiL'netiziiu'- his d npe. so the notarv h;

liefure I'ii-otteaii set eves on him; and when he -aw l!

was recoLMiized. lie hehl out

liiroiieau lunjr

lat lie

11 liand uliue lie \\a- ^iill at some
11- anee.

ve inst heeii making- t' le Wl I of

k to 1 I'.e lie, with tlie i

!l 'Teat iHT-on «!>()

no,~t natural air

(• a \ iliau'e doctorirhl, "hut thev have tre.'Med iiie lik

irria^'e to fetdi iik . and let nie 1:0 home af

^ eloiid (.f -lispicion whicli had darkened tin

not.

tier-

I.ou - . leared away a' these word-
iiid took iTood care not to lie tlie flr>t t

nil iioLiuin liad

1 >|)"al

>ir

-Ufl

I 'Oil re

iL' laiKi. tor he iiieani to iriv e his vKliiii the
nil.

said rdrottean :

ellow. when do

h ?"' and he tapped
.\mon;j- men. ihe iie-t-condueted

ime n irnajre-contracti-

' liy liie by, KoLTiiin. old 1

i! »l!ll the .M: (lelellle, (

iiv to appear a hi t of II ro'Mie with tiie wo-
nie

•w lo-day or never." returned the notarv with a
diploieaih look. -We are afraid that the alfairwill <:vt

my riehe-t clieni.- want to 1:0

on

iioi-ed .ihn ,el : alivaih \\\n of
into illille -1)1 I 11 at ion. and are very keen ahout it. So v
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III t.-|k<' it (.r lc';l\( it. After t

'Ir.lU 11]. tll( (lied.. ,111(1 until

wiivf (( clock tliis niorniiitr"K

)"ii I" j'i!ii n- if vwii

me o'clock it is open t(

,if! of i!i,. ,1,

cliooM'. (iuod-l.yc. Xiiinlrot Iliad

Niiiciit.- I'ur III

I" M .Mi till 111 lhr(iiii:li tl

i-t iiiulit, and I

I' a rough

aiii about

All ri,-hl. tlic tl

I

lis vcrv iiiimitc.

''iii'ic.iu. Iiiirr\ i,|._.- after il

'I'.ikc the liiiixlrcd til

ill iiiv d.iii'jhtcr's jiortinn.

iiii^: is M'ttlcd. vou have inv word."' cried
K' iintarv. and strikiiiif hands ii|

i-find francs that were to h

ion

avi'

.".Liimi. a- he walked awav.
ilif liiief interval :\>

'!'i'i"l III' I'M a .-eiisition of f

I'lrotteaii returned (o voun"

liini. Iii< .lia[.lira,i:iii contracted, sminds

'veri>li heat rim throu'di

Wliat I- the rnatlcr,

rani.'- iii his cars.

Ill- eliiTilovcr

-irr a-ked the assi-tanf, lookin<' at
paie laoi'.

II. hiV i)0 V, I I

u III) a SI iiLMc word

lave just cot,(hided a hiLT piece of 1

X
)iismoss

" <"" 111 su( tl a jiosition can help feel-
-me^ emotion. Vou know all about it. houwcr: and be-

wc could talk comfortahlv
ir aunt is pinched; what

inmirht von here so that
'' "" "Me w 1 listen t.

-he l.i-e hi'r nionev in ]

Y Ol

M
ill':. ;ini| wi-yc (jhliLTcd to ta

iiie al)out it.

V nn. 'e and mint put their capital into M. X iifm<:en 3

f }•, n .-etiji'iticnt id" t

ke (iver sliare< in the Worstcl
leir chiinis; no dividends have I

un

o 'ive on

" 'li'iii as yet, and at their time of life it k d

leen

ilheult

live:'rill'!! huu' do fhev
I Inv have been so <:o(ul as t

'eM„l. \ll-elnie, IJood,'' said tl

o accept my salary.'

V I'M a tl ;i;- in his c\<

l"'''i for voii. Aiid

i'l'-'-aiion in mv -er\ice.

le perfumer, Innkin.? up
'.you are worthy of th(> attachment I

warded for your ap-
yiiii sliall l>e well re

.\- 'ko. the merchant "

'nation as U(

lilitiou?

Tcw irreater in h IS own es-
eii as ni J'ojiinot s ev( a sense of his ad-

|ia|.rnal w
ipenonty was artlessly revealed in his h

w lat ! ('

IV of

1

ome!
-peakmi

n voii have guessed my passion for ?'

K:



(W RISK AMI lAl.l. oi ri;s.\i! ItlHO'l TKAC

'Kor uhorn !'" ii-kcd the pcri'iuiit r.

'l-"iir M;iili'tiiiii>illi' ( r-iii'iiic

']\< iV . Cfirl 1 r.llnti, ,i|i. "you ;|r.' VlTv Ixilil. Hut koor
your -II nt can liilU ; I

>'n (.1 11 uf ill., h

jiidinisr Im f.ifL'i't it, im<l vou shall

lu.-r id-iiKirrnw. I iLiii't lihinii' vou ; the
<li'\il no!

SI

Im yiiiir phicc I sliuuM li.nc doiw just tl If same.
If l< M. lU'rUw

A) I. -ir'" (iif.l the as>i-tiint. in such a pfr-piralion that
hi- -hiri IVIi ,1 mill.

Ill- cMinMl he sftt fil in .1 (!;i\. Ill', liiiv -annc! is

If I' iiW II liil-I [•( iiiKi iifr iiuithcr has lu-v idea So k l.'OI

voiir-fii 1.1 Nniii-Mir. ui|ir your cyfs. hold your heart well in
liiiiid. and \\i- uill >ay ii.i tiiorf aliout it. I ^houl(l not blush
to havf \..n \;„- ;, -on-in law. A- the nfplifU' of M. ro])iiiot,

jiidnf <<( .1 TiilMiiial of T'lr^t In-taiifc. and as thf I?a.i

iifphfu. wMi )ia\r a- Liood a ri^dit to luak

oils

f \ nir wav as an-
"'''»' I'll! Hi, iv aiv if. and /////> and <nnh! What a'dfvil of
a notion vui have spninir iipuii nif in llic iniddlf of a talk
aiioiii iiii>Mif--: lifiT. ^ii von , low II on th;!t ncnc'ti, and

opiiiot. is thiTOhii-iiif" lir-i and lovr alVair,- aih-r.—Now. 1

nifitlf in \Mii :-"
-;ij,l Itiroiican. looklnir ill his assistant. '-Do

V'lii tV,.| ihai vmii lia\f (Miua-v fiiMU;:li to urollf witli those
thai atv -iron-or than nou' for a hand-to-hand fiudit, cii?"

'VfS. -ir.

I o kfcp uji a lonu' and dan^rcrous coiniiat

•W!ia! i- II
?

I) iin\i Marav-ar Oil frmii the fiolil !" cried Rirotlcau,

f must•w

It IS

dra\MnL'' hiin-eir up like one of iMutarch"s liiToe-.

nut iindf rvalue the enemy: he i- st roii,i:. ui^ll intrenched.
;i'i'' r"rniidal.le. Maea--ar Oil ha- iM^eii uvll [uished
I cli'Ver idea, and the -hape of ill,. |,ottle< i- out of tl

moll. I had tiiouidii- of a t riaiiL'ular hntil,. f,,r thi-- plan of
iiiMie. luif after ma'iire reflection. 1 am inclined for little

hlown L'-ia-- tla-k- (,.vered with wicker work; they would look
ni\-teri.,ii-. and the t.nMi.- like anvthin'r that "tickles their

11' com-

eiirio-ii \-,

"It wmiiIiI cost a ir'i"d d eal 1 I'am I'o>pinot. .vervthing
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i.u-lit hi I.C on the rl:(.ii|„.st I.o.-il.l,. f

;ivy (lisf'oiiiit to the tradf.

""I 111;:, so as to ullow

li'i.L'lit. Tiiy l)()\ ; tlif)s<' a

II- III iriind ihiit Mii

•I'liis tliiiiL' ; the

re sound iiriiiciplcs of h iisincsa.

<a-<iir Oil wil liow fi^rJit I

"I'j^ „

[Mil. In- ;is a torci-n importation, and

•iiiH' IS attractiv.'. It is |,„f |„.foro th.'

I'lir (lu II coiinl rv.

Ihill

we. nnliickilv. a rc in

-li to do fur :\Ia(assar? To I

o(iK Here, I'opiiiot, do voii f(vi <t roii;^

If m th.' fxi.nri tradi^; it

H'lrm witli, voii w ill oust

<"iiic I'n.Mi tlic Indi

•IMS thai Macassir rcallv docs

'U lo till' Indians i

<•>. so It IS nioro natural to >.iii| F n-nc

ll'iy arc siippo.-cd in send

i.in to sliip tlicni I)ii,.k the stiiir that

r u,u Hilt it will hiivc to ].(. foii-h(

to us. So there's tlir export trade

>ver the coiiiitrv : and M
out abroad, and ail

i(as~ar Oil ha
rii-ed, th.-it it is n

s Deen so \^^

o Il-e

I. Old : I

AUtll it.

t IS j)!ished cvervul

hlinkini: tlie fjut that it 1

lere, an.
I
the piildie are familiar

las a

•I will do for it !" eried I'

And how
)piiiot. Aviih eve< on (ire

returncil I'.irotteaii. "(
|"Iuosity of these yonii;: people ! .lust I

I I- HI the im-

An-i'lme hioked lil

lear m(> out.

.f I- ranee,

e a >.. Idler piv-rniin- .iini- to ,-i M, ir^iial

ave invented an o

t! ^ealp. stiniulates t

^ifiinot. an oil whieli inviiroratc
le ,i:routli o| the hair. and iireserve;

i'< r„lor-an oil for hoth sex,.,. The e.-ene,. ,l„,iihl hnve no
i'-. Mi.ress than the IVito and th.> l,otion. l>ut I dn not want to
pi'Init the seeret hy myself: I am thinkinj: of retirin- from
i'li-;!'!''--^. I want ,/o,i, my hoy. to hrin.L' out the (\n,i>i</rn

ii"iii the Liitin word ronin. which ni.Mns hair (-^u ^f
\l.heit. phvsieian to the KwiS. told me). In Bfrrnirp
i;:i' iiies in.Kefly too. there is a kin- of Coma^ene. a huer of
'•' l"iuit,fu| ,p,e,.n who was so famous for her hair: no doubt

\
^va< nut of eompliment to her that he railed his kinirdom

' "in.it^ene. How clever these ^n-M men of ^vniiis are' they
'le-ieiid to the smallest iletails."

I'lMl,. i'opinot li>ten<.(I to these ineonLrniitios-. evidently

I"
i"t for hi> b,.nefit. who had had some education, an-i yet

*<• I't liis coiintcnanee.

<n
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AllM'lllic."" (i.lltilltHll Kin.lt(Jttl. "I llJlV.' (;|,-l iiiv eves on
w.ii as ttii' ioiin.icr <,{ .1 uliohsilr (lMigyi>tV I)umiic.-> hi tlif

Hw .los L..ml,ar(l>. I w:l| !„• a >l..'|Mn--i,artii.r, ami hnd
<u tl capital t(i >l,ir! it with. \\ H II wr liavc l)i''Miii '.vitl

I'^M'IICC (l|
iIm- Coiiia-.n. ui. will try ess,me ,,( \aiiilla and
|'.i>p.TIIIIIll. In -liMl-t. I,_V (l.nivr., Uf will -,, ,1,1., til,. ,l,.i,j,.

ti'.ulc ami rcNiiliit i"i:-'' il. I»y -riliii;r arliclcs 111 a ciiiiiciitfaicl
I'Tii! iii.-tcad <<( the raw jinMluct?. Are vuu .-ali.-l

I'llious vuiiii;: man!-"'

Atiscliiic wa- -M uvcrcuiiic (hat lie ('(iiild

tcar-dllcd r\(> 1

K'li, aiii-

IH't rcplv, llUt Ili.H

ii'idi' aii>\V(r Inr ..mi. It Mcmrd i,."liiin that
this otr.r wa> the (Uitimiir >>( a lathfrlv ind

lit' hy I'ariiiii;: wealth andaid. ••i»f-cr\c ( r-ar'

loo W ill .-.llcrr .-if." Im >aid at 'a-t. lakin'' 15

ulp iicf wiiich

n-|u'ct."

ctiiotiiiii lor a>tMiii,-liiiii'iit.

irotti'iiu

•'iiM what I wa> at

urrc jii>t the vi'rv w.rd,^ I

>"iir a,>:<'." ( ricd the {Mri'iiiiirr ; -ilios

ilauL'litcr nr no. at any rate \nii will have a f.

my hiiy, w hat has cunii' to vou

ii-cd I Whether ymi have niv

rtiine. Well.

.th

'Let liie liojie that li

oUier.

'I do not t'orhid von t

*eaii. touched hv Anseline's to

y ^'ainin^' the one 1 may win the

o hope, iiiv dear i.llow.'" :-ai(l Birot-

\

ne.

cry well. Mi; iiiav I heirm to look
io[>, so as to heiiii 1 as >uori as vMhh

out at oil V for a

iiie

es. my hoy. To-niorrow uc will -hut oiir.-elve.^ uj, i

fact .rv. Y oil iniLrlit look in at lav
to the K'lie des Loiiilards. and seo if niv hvdr

n

inirsion s on vour wav

in workintr order hv ti

aulic press wil
•-morrow. To-ni-ht. at dinner-t ime.

man. kind .M. \'auquclin. and
we will >^i) to see that .LHvat

k him ahout this. He has 1

liou of hair quite lately, iryin- to find out its colorini,' mat-

'11 invest iixatinf' the composi-

er. and \vl

ill lie-

Te It comes from, and what I

in

lliat iTiiiaiiw t(

at rien lierard's h

liat, I'o[)iMot. Vou shall k

lair is made of.— It

now mv secret, and all

i)ov. M. \

1^ to exploit it intelliircntly.— I.ook in
lore \oii IT,, round to favin;,'ston.—Mv

iui(juelin"s disinterested lU'ss IS one of the great
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If

l.li< kll\ . 1 lull

Oil (.iniiot nv[ liiiii til ,i(rc|>i aiivthiiii;.

III! out from Cliitrrrvillc thiit \n- uaiilcf ,i Mm-
aiitl al'tiT t\\(i

1 copy

.iMiiiia ai IiiihIi'ii, cii^'ravfil In iiii(> Mullcr.
}':n> Ml iiH|iiiiv fur it ill C.riiimiy, IW-ninl lia> fuiiiid

I l)i«t--a pniot' Ih'I'uiv IcII.ts on Imlui pajur; it cost lift

nun. lied franc.-, inv I

Clll

lo\
. And

.-nail >cc it in tlic iintc-diainliiT wjicn I

now to-da\ our liciicfai tor

\wili 11.- ; liiinu'd, of coin-

111 lliat \\:i\ \\v shall rcciii! oimmKo to j

nii\ I : ('

If conic- to ilic d()(ir

voii will iiijikc >iirc (d' that. So
lis iiiciiiurw inv wife

>y as to .'laliiiidc, wc hax' put his name m our pray-
II- every day tlic-c Mxtccii \

I'lpl him; hut, you know. I'opindi, ||u>c nicn of

lars. I'or my jiarl, I shall iicvit

science are
ocip in Ihcir work, that llicv fnr-ct evervthii

I'liidn 11, and tho.-e thev have don
1^'. u ifc and

tin iiki' of IIS, our lillle intejl

a ^'ood turn to. .\> f

iri> at anv rale. That
ip'iice i)eniiits us to iiave war

or

tu

IS .»oiiie comfort for not
iii.m.

n is .M. \'aii(|ur|iii, aluav> in liis

leinj,' a ;:reat

aiii, as you
e across one of them in a church.

'I'lioe ;,'e"tlemen at the in>titiite are ail hi
'

: you will never com

ii;- 1.1

ludv when he i-n't in
"'raiory: I like to heiieve lhou<.di that he thinks of (iod

'^iiie lie analvzes Jlis works.
—

'I'

'III lo lllH

!' I. aiii

IS the undertitandinj,':

ii" 111 id to dra

1 ihe capital, I will i,iii \,,u in posM'ssion of niv
i ue will divide the profits e.pialiy. so there will he

w up a deed, (iood success to us hoth I
\\'<

"11 lime our pipes. Oir with you. my hoy; I have affairs of
my oHu lo ,-ce after. Om moment. I'opinot : in tliree Weeks

iiie I an
1 ^'oing to frive a -rand hall, have a suit of clot

iii.nli'. and come to it like a merchant already
,1'

I

li'S

in a L'ood u.iv
IIIMII.

i.'ra>;ic(

i-t piece of kindness ttniched Popinot .so much that
1 ( esars larp' hand in his and ki-sed it. Tl

'11.111 S |M nlHlrii ce Had fit tend the lover, and a

le ;:ii •
:

man in love
1-^ lapaMe .,( anythiiii:.

•'"'"• fellow!" .Slid I?irotlcau. a> he watched ids assist,
.'iiirrym- across the ,i:ardens oi Uw Tiiilerics. "if Ce.s
'Illy lared ahout him .' But 1

a ha.-in.

lilt

irnie

mid ^irls are such ([uoer thing-! I

!' limp-, his hair is the color id'

can scared v oe-
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niHK AND FALL OF CFSAU RinoiTEAn

lii'Vc tll;l! (.-,11
i
111' And t M'li !i' r iiii'ili! r would like

ti) set' luT II iHil,ir\ ",- wife. AlcMimirr ('rutliu wi^ulil 'iiakf 1

a rich wi'ii.aii: iiionrx uiai<c- am I liiiiu' cinlurahlc. w

ler

tllLTO

IS I HI lla|l|>ill^.-^ t!iat will -tiiiiil liii' li'-t uf |)(iV('rly. Aftc

ill, I i ia\(' made
of

iiji my iiiiiKJ tlial in\ uirl ^liiili nc iri.-ti'cs.s

Ucr.-c lli.-il -he -inp-. -hurt ..f f (i!lv.

]-iiroiii all's iii-\t-iliiur in^i'^hhur. •a\riiii hv iiai lie. was a

111IT ill llllllM-cllll-. Min^lllKli ami wiilkiiiir slirk^. H( caiiK'deal

fi'niii I-aiii:ui'ilnc. his l>n-iiir--< was imt dniii;.' well, and (V'sar

had lirlprd him .-cmthI liml^. ('aynm asi<cil iinliiiiiu' hctter

than tn contract hi- limits, and to cll'cct a ])ro]iori innate sav-

ing' in hou-c rent hy i^iviiiLr up two ii

\vcalth\- iH'ffiiiiicr.

rst-llonr rooms to the

•Well, nci<;lii)orhi) an! l)iroItiini lamiliarK' as he v nterod

the umhri llii -hop. •'my wife eoii>enis to the cidarj.;"emcnt of

our iijace. If voii like, we will eo round and see M. Moli-

neu\ lit eleven o •lock.

"My dear M. liiroiteau." returned he of the iimhrella shop,

"1 have never asked anythini: for the eonct-ssii^i on my jiart,

hut voti know that a i:ood man of hiisine:

tl

onirlit to turn every-

iniL' to nioiu'v.

Tl le (Iciice; cried the pi'i't uir.er •1 live no monev to

throw awaw and I am waitimr to know if mv architect think;

the thitiL' feasihle >re v(ut settle anvtl III ^o ne sau

'we must know whether the lioors ar(> on a level : and then we
Iiave M. .Molimnniu>

wall, and is it a I'liriv w

\ s leave to make an opening' in the

liirn the staircase in mv hou-

tiavi

o as to alter the landintr and

the whole place level from (ml to end. There will he a

lot o| (>\pense. a nd I don"! want to ruin mv self.

''.\li. >ir."' '-ried the I.aiujiiedoeien. ''when you are ruined,

heaven and earth will come loirether and iiave a faniilv."

l^irotteau <troked his chin, rai-ed himself on tiptoe, and
came down aixain.

"Be-ides." r

paper (d' m(>

—

ayron went on. "I oidy ask yon to take this
—
" and he held out a little statement for five

thousand francs aiul sixteen hills.

ill'r" .\nil after tha.t I shall have to
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••Ah!"' Slid tlic jicii'iiin..r, iiiniiuir tliciii ii\cr, "alj for small
iiiii'iiiii.-, ill two iii'inlh- aii'l tliivc ni(iiitli>

"

'i'aki' tliL'iii (if me. and (Ihh"! duirp. m,. nion.' than six per
' ;:!. ])li'adi'd tJK' iniil)rrlla d( aliT liuinlilv.

•'Aiii 1 a Jrwr" ask<(l tliu iHrl'mncr reproachfully.
••(.'(.(kIiK'SS, <]v, I 1(H,k thru; to <]u Tillfl tluit ust'd to W
Mir a~>i>I;in;. and lie wou'.i not haw llicm at anv ]n-\V'-:

uantcd to know how imich I would consent to "lo>(.', no

•| know none of tlicsc siLMiatures." said tlii' |)prfumer.
-Well, we have fminv names in the cane and unihrella

;:'!'!'
; tliey are hawkiTs."

•Well, \vell ; I do not say that ] will lake tlie lot. hut [

Mivjht inana.L^' to take all at the shortest dales."
•l>on"t leave nie to run after those horse-leeches tha! drain

'.^ <<f the hest part of the i)rofits. for a lhou>and francs at
;• Mr inonths; take the lot, sir! 1 do so little discounting.
•'i.it no one gives iiie credit : that is the death of us poor re-
!:i:kTs in a >niall way."

"Well, well, 1 will take your little hills. Ct'lestin shall
^< 'tie it with you. Re ready at eleven.— lien' comes mv archi-
1. M. (irindot," added the ]icrfunier, as he saw the voung

iiiiii uhoin he had met hy ap[»ointment at M. de la Billar-
i!i"ie's house on the previous evening.

—

-rnlike most men of
t-ilent, you are punctual, sir." said Cesar, in his most genteel
."Kinner.

fr punctuality—in \ho phrase of a king who wa- a clever
i:.;in a- well as a great statesman— i< the courtesv i>' kings,
it i> Jio less the fortune of architects. Time—time is money;
ni'<~\ of all for you arti-ts. .\nhitecture enmhines all the
'thcr arts, T permit myself to say. We will not go thnnigh
?'ic <hop." he added, as he >liowed the way to the sham (?ar-

v::rj>' entrance.

I'"i!r years ago :\r. (.'rindot had taken the GiviuJ Pri.r iV

.\r-lnh(hirr : and now, he had just returned from a three
;iar-* ^oj<lllrn in TJomc at the evfieiwe of the State. While
i'.e was in Italy the young artist had tliought of his art; in

* .- 'J
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Paris he turiit

null tS -Ah IH' I .111 ;:l\l' iMf lli'( C.-SII

allciitinii 111 iiiDiiev-tiiakm^ lovom-

nnluii! am

irv luiUioii.- to tTi'cI jiiihlie

I iiiniiuiiiciils lo ail arcliilrct".- ciiiluriii^j; fame

.llfll flT>li frnlll HdlllC. tn lakf nllc s ^t IfaiKi it 1- Ml natural. wIhti ii-r>ii irnin ixn

for a iMiiitaiiu' ur a PcrcitT. that v\rv\ ainliitiour young arclii-

tcct lia.- a leaning towards Mini>leria!i^in : m) the .-ulisidizcd

l.ihiTal. iiiotainorplio.-cil into a h'oyali>t, sought to fiii'l pa-

tron,- ill power; anil when a Hnni,l I'lix eonduets liiiiiself after

this fa.-hi(»ii. iiis rmnradi'- lall him a syeopliant.

Wo e()iir~e lav oncii to the voii thful architect—lie might

serve the iieiiunur or inaki' a> miieh as he eould out of liim.

Hut liiroltfau llio drputy-niayi -; Birotteau, the future pos-

-tate irar tlie Madeleine, where-er>oI' o f half that hiiildin.

1 ipiarter full of handsoiiK Iioum's was . are to ho l)uilt sooner

ir later, wa- a man worth 1

jiresent gain to fu

uimormg, so (iriiidot saerniced

tare o])portunities. I'atieutly he listened

tt) the p!an>. idra-. and vain repititions o f till- j-hopkeepini

I'hilistine. the artist's hutt and laughing-s.ock. and the par-

his scorn, and followed the perfumer aboutticular ohjeet

his llou>e. howi

had said all that

irive a sunimarv of his

ng respectfully to his ideas. When Hirottoau

he had to sav, the voumr architect tried to

own views.

'ou havo three windows looking out upon the street in

he -aid, "as well as the window that isv(uir own tiouM'

wasted on the stairs ai'd recpiired for the landing. To these

Id two on the same iloor in the next house,our windows \ou ai

hv turning the stairea.-<' so that you can walk on level from

one end to the other on the side nearest the street."

'•You have under.-toi>d me exactly." said the amazed per-

lunier.

["o carrv out your plan, we -hall have to liLrht the new

ptaircase from ahovr. and contrive a pc

pmitli."

-Plinth?''

•'Yes: the part of the wall under the

—

"1

irter"s lodge in the

;ee. sir.

As to vour rooms, and their arrangement, and decoration.

I

ii

t -I

I
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MM' iiif (iirti'-lihinchc. 1 slnuild like to make them
.. '.rthy

"'

'W'lrthy I YdU have said tlie very word, sir."

•lluvv loiiir can you givr tue to earry out this scheme of
drcoration 't"

"Tui'iity days."

"What are you prepared to jml down for the workmen?"
"Wrll. what are tlie r(>paiis likely to mount up to?"
"An architeet can estimate the vu>\. of a mw huihling al-

,ii—t lu a eentime," said the other; "hut a- I havi' not under-
takiii a bourgeois joh as yet (pardon me, >ir. the word slipped
eii!). I ought to tell you Ixd'orehand that it is impossihie for
!M" to give estimates for alterations and repairs. In a week's
nine I might he ahle to make a rough gue-s. Put your eonfi-

'! iiee in me; you shall have a charming staircase lighted
i'r-iii ahove. and a pretty vestiimle. and in the plinth

"'

"'i'he plinth again \"

"Do not be anxious. I will find roeni for a litth porter's
"'"ige. The alteration and decoratir.n nf y(air rooms will he
.1 lalior of love, ^'es, sir. I am thinking of art and not of
nKikiiig money. Ahove all things, if I am to succeed. 1 must
i'e t.ilked ai)out. must I not? So, in my opinion, the hest way
- not to haggle with tradesmen, hut to oi)tain a good effect

< M- aply."

"With such ideas, young man." P.irotteau said patroniz-
i!.L;!v, '-.iiu will succeed."

"^''voii will yourself arrange witli the hricklayers. painters,

''ekMniths. carpenters, and cahinet-makers ; and I, for mv
'Ml. undertake to check their atcounts. You will simply
.i.:r( e I.) pay me a fee of two thousand francs; it will be money
'

:! laid out. Put the whole place into my hands by twelve
< !,iek to-morrow, and tell me whom you mean to employ."
"What is it likely to cost at first sight?" a-^ked P.irotteau.

'Ikii to twelve thousand fraiirs," said (irindot. "without
• 'Milting the furniture; for. of course, you will refurnish the
•'"!!is. Will you give me the address of your carpet manu-
'•'inrer? T i ight to come to an understanding with him
cj 'ui tlie colors, so as to JmiTTTtT'.umijLllliJammLj,."

'-M
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•M. 1 )nis(h(iii III the liiH' Siiiiii -Aiiliiiiic liii> inv order,

pa i(] tlif |icft'iiiiir|-, ii---niiii!i^' II (Imal ;ui'.

Tl u- arcliili'cl iiiaiif a !i' itc of llir aiMrcss oil one of those

littU' tablet.-- which ari' iiniiiistakalil\ ;; |irclty woman'- LTil't.

'WclL" >ai(l Ilii'Mttiau. "I l<'a\c it all to voii. -ir. Still,

oiiciiini'

wait until 1 liav^ arraiiL:til to lal-o omt the Iciim' oI' the two

nxuiis next do. r. and nljiaiticd prnnission to make an

tiiroiiLili iIk' uali."

"Send iiic a note ihi< rvciiinL:." siid the arcliitcct.

^IX'tid the nij.dit in draw in^' plan-.

: iini>t

We architects would rather

work for a city nn rchanl than for the Kin.LT of I'russia, that

is to sav. ii- far a- "iir own taste is concerned. In any case,

I will set aboiil taking nieasuremeni-. the lieiLrlit of the rooms,

the diineiir

)f

ion- o! t l:e door and wiiu low eiiihrasnres, and the

ize 01 the \\indow-.

it lllll:-t le lini.-lK'il 1)V tile dat(» I have e-iven, or it is no

"It certainly niii-t." returned the architect. "The men

shall work dav and nii:ht. and we will employ proce-scs for

dryinjr the jiaiiit : Imt do not let the Imihlcrs swindle you.

make them (piote beforehand, and have the a.iirecment in

writinj:."

"Paris is the onlv place in the world where one can make

such strokes (d' the wand." .-aid liirottean. indulging in a

flourish worthy of some .\siatic jiotentato in the Arabinn

Xiifhis.—"Do iiie the honor <d' cominir to my hall. sir. All

men of talent do not feel the contempt for trade which some

heap u]>on it: and I expect you will moot one scientific man
if the IdLdn'st rank—M. \'aiii|\ielin of the Tn-titute!—he-ides

M. de la Uillardii're. M. le Conite de Fontaine. M. T.ehas a

jiidirc'. and President of the Tribunal of Commerce: and .-ev-

eral magistrates. M. le Coiiiti^ de (iranville of the Court

Roval, and M. Poninoi of the Court of First Instance. M.

niiisot of the Tribiina(

^1. Ca

1 of ( oiiimin' ei>. and his father-in-law

rdot. . . . Perhaps, even M. le Due de I.en(m-

coiirt. lirst (leiiilemaii of the Bedchamber. It i^ a gathering

of my friends, (juite as much iu honor of—or—the liberation
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iif tln' ,~iiil— jis ti) i-cicliratf iiiv— [ironiniidii to ilic Order of

1
!. l.fLMKii of Honor."

(Iriinlot's uotiirc was ])c(\iliiir.

•|'n»ilily— I have dc-crvcd this— -iirnal mark of royal

—

I'aMT by the (li,-i liariTf of my fiiiictioiis at the Consular

TriKmial. and liy llulnintr for tlic llourlioiis on the ,>tt'ps of

>,iini-ii<i(ir.~ Cliunli on the Litli XCndrmiairc. wlicii I was

'Aiiiiiulcil hy Najiolcoii. Tlic-c claims to
'"

CniHtanci'. in morniiij: drc^s. came ont of ( V'sarim/s bcd-

i^'oni. when' she had hccii di'<'s-ini:' ; her tir.-t ;:ianct' stopped

!:> r hu.-hand's fervid ehxiiiencc: he east about for some evory-

liav phrase wliieh should modestly ( onvoy the tidinixs of the

J'ivy awaitin;,' him on the morrow.

••Jliie. iin'iiil. this is M. dr (irindot, a distiniruished young

;!i.i!i of threat talent.—Thi^ _i:entleman is the architect whom
M. de la Hillardiere recommended; he will superintend our

iitilc alterations hero."

The perfumer ])laced himself .so that liis wife could not

-iv him, and })Ut liis finder on his lips as he uttered the word
liftir. The architect understood.

"Constance, this gentleman will take the dimensions of the

riinnis.— Let him do it, dear,'" said Birotteau. and he whisked

out into tlie street.

"Will it cost a great deal?" Constance asked the architect.

"N'o. madame : six thousand francs, roughly speaking "

'"Hougldy speaking!" cried Mme. Hirotteau. "Sir. 1 beg

of you not to begin without an estimate, and to do nothing

until a contract has lieen signed. I know the way of those

Li ntlemen the builders—si.x thousand means twenty thou-

-aiid. We are not in a position to .squander money. I beg of

\'>ii. sir. alihouirh my husband is certainly master in his own
!" Use, to leave him time to think this over."

"Monsieur told me. madame. that he must have the rooms

tii'i-lied in twenty days; if we make a delay, you nuiy incur

'ill I'xpense without obtaining the result."

"There is e.\j)ense and expense," said the fair mistress of

the (JiK'i'n of Roses.

i

I
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'•l']li I iiiailaiiir ; i- ii -n \cry ^li)riMii>, il'i mhi think, for an
arcliitcrt ulm woiilii iikc- i<> •rt'it pulilir m(miiiiiciii> to ^^l])^•^-

iiilciid altt'i'iil mil- in ,i |iii\a|i' liuii-i';- | niiiy umlcrtodk tlio

lilllc roinini.-.-inii In nlilit^i' M . (|c la Hi

!

lanlii'fc, and il' you ari'

alariiUMJ
"

lie niadr a> if iir would w iilidraw.

"Well, ut'li. ,-p-."" -aid ( 'nn^taticc. i^oinLT back to her room.

Once tliiTi' ^lH' liid lirr hrad nii her daiiudilcf's -houldcr.^--

".My child,"" ^\]f cried, "^oiii- father i> niiniiiLr hini-dfl lie

lias t'ii.t:a.::cd an acihiieci who ucai'> niou-iachc- and a /v///'//r

on his chin, ami talk- ahout (rcctiiii,^ jiuhlic inoiiu!iiciit> I lit,'

will din;:' the Iimu>c out of the windows to iiuild its a Louvre.

('('•Mir ;.- alwa\- In a hurry when there is anything: crazy to bo

done: he only told ine ahout the plan la.-t niuht. and he is

setting ahout it this moriiini:-."

"Hah I nianiiiia. never mind papa: Providence has always

taken care of \ou,"" saiil Ce.-ai'ine, puttini: her anus about her

n'other. Then she went to llu' piano, to show the architect

that a perfumer's daughter wa> no -traiiLTer to the fine arts.

Wiicii the architect came into the room, he \va- Mirjirised bv

(V'sarine's beauty, and >to()d alino.«t diinifoundcd. For the

artist saw bcf(U'e him Ce.-arine just come from lu-r little room,

in her loo^e inornii^i^-uown. fresh and blootniiiL;' \vi,h the fr(>s!i-

ness and the bjnnm of ei^rjiti.en years, l)hie-eycd, and .^lender,

and fair-haired. Youth ,<:ave the i'la>ticity (^() rare in Paris)

which lend- lirtune-s to the most delicate tissues; youtii tinted

tile blue network <>[' veins throbbiiiLT beiu'ath the transparent

skin with the color adored by painters. I'or thouLdi slie lived

in the relaxing:' atmosphere of a Parisian shoj). wliere the fresh

air cat! scarcely penetrate, and the snnliirht seldom conies,

the outdoor life of lloinan Trasteverine could not have been

a ninre -uccessful bcaiitilier than Cesarinc's manner of livini:.

Her thi( k hair L'rew erect like her father">. and bein<r dressed

hiirh. atl'orded a view of a well-set neck among a shower of

curls— the elaborate coilTure of the dam.-els of the counter,

in whom a desire to shine inspires a more than English atten-

tion to trilling details in mailers oi the toilette.
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(V-aniu"- hcauly \sa.- lU'ilhi r llial "f an I'.n-Ii.-li court

|,,,1-. imr ,.1 a l-'iviiili duclu^, lull the iiluinp ami aviburn-

i,;,iiv,l ,Mii;riinc>- of HiiU-as' l•l^.llll^h womrn. Slir lia.l inluT-

.,,1 li, I laili.r's turii(<l-ii|» mum', but its dfliiatA' of oulhiu'

_.nv.i -jiii-!nlv ciiari;! to a fair. ,,f tla'c-scntially Fiviirli typo

-., v\.ll iviulcr. il \,\ Lar^rillit'iv. The ricli silken ti^Ml. of the

J,in iiidu-aitil the almndant \iiality of ^iirlliooi' "..t nioth-

, r- l.road brow was li-lited by a -iirli.'i mt. .., unlroubled

\,s rare, and there was a tender ):raee m the pro.-ioii of the

i.lii,. iKiuid eyes of the happv-hearled, fair-baired tnaid. If

h;i;,j.ine-s had taken from her I'aee the romantic interest

uli'iili painters inevitably -ive to their roni[.o>ition- by an

r\pre>.-ion somewhat too pensive, tlu' vaixui', wi.-tful iiistiiiets

..f ilie \n\\\\<x '/iv\ wiio has never left !ier nioiher"s winj.' made

ail aj.pioi.eh to this ideal. With all her appar.'iit slemlerness.

Ml" «as stronf.dv made. Her feet imlieated her failier's jieas-

ant oiiuin. a racial defect, like the redness ,,r her hand.—the

siLiii-maniial of a purely bourgeois de-eeiit. Sooner or later

she was sure to <:row stout. ()eea>ionally youii.iT atnl fa-^hion-

a!ile women had eiune wiiliin her ken; and in course of time

>h.r had acjuired from them the instinct of dress, certain ways

of carrviii'.' her head, and manners of speakiii.u .iiul movini:.

lhu> copied, wliich turned the hea<l< of the ns.iMant> and

ether young men; in their eyes she seemed t(, have a distm-

tini.heil air.

I'opiiiot had vowed to hiin>elf that no woman but Cesarine

^liouid be his wife. This mol>ile iilonde. whom a ,L.danoe

MTiiied lo ri'ad. who seemed readv to melt into tears at a

har-h word, was the one woman in who-^e pre.-enec he eoubl

feel conscious of nuise\dine sufieriority. The charmin.L' jrirl

iii-^pireil lovi'. without leavin,;: time to consider whether or no

-iie liad >unieient ('sprit to ensure that the love shouhi be la>t-

m.--; but, what need is there for what we in Paris call i:-<pril. in

a rla>.- where the es.^ential elements (d' hajipines.- are good

Mii-e ami virtue?

In character. Cesarine was a second edition of her moth -r.

-li-hilv improved by an education which had taught her
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iM(| iiiinl'' ;i 1 iM\ Mil i\\-,i\\ \\\<j: III' ih

he |ii rii-f-i li u. rk- nf M,.. (I, III

ami Illr U lit llrj- i,\' i-"r|;ilcMI. IJ.Iiilh

rit'ri-c. Sill- iii'Mr ;i|ijM';irc(l .-ii tier

desk H;|\i' I'nr a few liiipinclil - licl'iii

uccii-iMii-. -111. 1,11,1, lnr |ihii|., 1
1,

ill! SrH'-lliaili' [iri«|i|i-, wliu li;i-ti II In

tmlc in tlii'ir cliililn n li\ |Miti iiil; I

a liiiilii'i- li'M'l. ili'liijhli'il til iiiakr

liap|illy, |M)--r--iMl the ;j;un(| ijlialiti(

take ailvaiitiiL;!' '<( linn- wiakm--.
Mini'. Itiriitlrail fnllnUCi! the afrllilrrl's moM'incIlH will)

•^Ai; I'.iKoi I'l AT

ua> I'mnl .if nin> ic. Mini

I' Mihlulllhl "/ Ihr ( 'hair

;

W- ('lllllll im \ K'll riiliiilli.

'. ami III III, inl III ill S.illlt-

mill iiiT'"- 'i Ir at till' casli-

1' i' 1 II iii'f. III w II II. iii rai'i'

r r it lirf ai .1 iml !i T, iiko

plant till' M Vll - ol' i ii.Lrrali-

III' yniuiLii'r ,-' III TU ion III!

an hliil nf (
'l' -arin . will).

s III' her (la *--, ami 1 liil nut

anic.-i, aii\ioii> cm- ; Imik i'lL! on in ciiii-trrnat imi. ralliii'' her

(liuiLTlitcrV altnitiiiii in tlif ^iraiiLjv LTvrat imis i^i tin- fnotriil

a- lirimlnt tmik lii.- nira-iirrniiiits al'irr t ic manner ol arrhi-

tocts iind hiiiidcrs. I'or li rV. caill mil' (M I liu-c >l I nkcs of the

(1 -I'MiK'il til lay the place iimlcr an c\il ciiehanliiH'iit. and
hodcd ill tn the lumsc: she woiijil fain have had the walls less

wan

lonv and the roiiiii- smaller, iim! dareil iv't put am (piestic)ns

to the yoiini:' man as to the results of this sorcery.

"He easy, madaine." he said, with a smile ; "I shall not carry

iinythinu awav."

Ce^arine could not help lauLdiinir.

'Sir,'" pleaded ( '(in-.taiice, wlm did not so much as notice

architect "s (piip. "aim at I'conomy ; some day we may be
al)le to make voii a return

"
Ih.

Hefore Cesar Went to ^^. Molineux. the landlord of tilt

next house, he asked Ifouuin for the translVr of the 1 ease

As 1 le camewhich Alexandre Crottat was to have drawn up.

awav from tlic notary"- Imuse. lie saw du 'i'illet at Roiriiin"

still! \' WIlHloW. .MtlioiiLdi the liiilsoii lietween h

assistant and Mine. IJ

IS sometime

ition of du
Till el - pl'i -ellee 111

;uin was a sullicicnt explaiii

the h. )',]-" al a time when Ihe negotiations

for the liiiildinL'' land weiv imrieiidin'.'. Iiirotteau, trn?tful

thoii^rh he wa-. felt iniciinirnrtaliie. Du Tillet's animated
face snpL'esIeil that a ili-cus-nui was iroinir on.
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•'Sii|i|i(p.-c lliiit hv should 1)1' ill tlif iiii>iin--?" lir arkrd Ii'mii-

-, If, in .iti ;i( rc.-s of his ((iiniin'riiiil ]iriniriiif.

'I'lir .-u-]inicpn lla-h<il likf li.uhliiiii;: :i( ro-- hi^ iiiind. He

1,11 II., I iiL'aiii iiiid ^a\v .Mine. l.'n;:uiii al the uiiulow ; and ihuii

'iir li.inki'r"s |irc,-ciicc no lon^^ri- looked ^o >u-|iiiiou,-.

•Si ill. liou il' Con-lance v..i> riudil ?" he a-ked hiin.-elf.

•j |u\v ..|ii|Hd I am to pay any a I tent n in lo a uotnan'- notion- !

I|..iie\er. 1 will talk il o\er thi^ niornin;.' with our uncle.

Ii I- onlv a ^te|l from ilie Com- IJalasc, uiicrc M. .Mulincux

ii\c-. to the IJue de- llonrdi.nnai-."

A su-|iicious onlooker, a man of hu-ine-s witli some cxpLTi-

cih c 111" rogues, would have liccn warned; Init liirollcau s

[pivviMn., career, to.u'elhci- willi hi- lack of menial iri'a-p (furhe

ua- lait liltle lilted for i-elracin;i a chain <d' inductions, a

|inice— hv which an ahle man arrive- at a lau-e), all led to ids

iiiin. lie found the uml'Tclla dealer dre-.-ed in his hest, and

ua- .-tartin,!.' away with him to the landlofd. wIh'II X'ir^dnie,

ihc -ervant. cau^dit her ina-ter hy the arm.

'riic mi-Ires- hopes you will not pi out aizain, sir
"

('oine I" cried P>irotteau ; 'Nome more women's notions!"

•'Without takiiiir your cup of coil'ec. It is ready for you."

(•hi al! ri,i:ht. 1 have ^o many thin.L's in my liead. nci^rh-

hnr." >aid Hirotlcau, turning;- to Cayroii. •that 1 do not L.sten

to mv stomach. Be so <rood as to walk on ; we shall meet each

oilier at M. Molineux's door, uidcss you <:o up and explain the

mailer tn him first. We shou'd .-avc time that way."

M. Molineux was an eccentric person of independent means,

.1 -pecimen of a kind of humanity which you will no more find

out of I'ari- than you will tind Iceland mo-s <:rowimr any-

uhciv out of Iceland. 'Pile comparison is l)Ut so much the

inore apt. for that the man in ipicstion helonired to that douht-

ful horderland hetwcen the animal and veplahle kin;:d(uns

which awaits th(^ ]\[crcier. who -hall classify the various

' riijfi'Xjanihi which strike root, thrive, or die amon? the ])la<ter

wall- of til'' ^traiiuc uiiwholesonio old houses atfected by the

Sjiecies.

'I'his particular human plant was -wi nndiellifer, to iudj^c
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\>\ till' liliic I iiliiilar ( ;i|i wliiili cruwinil .1 -iim -lH;iiliti| in a

pair iif ;jri(in.!i I (iImhi! iin'rclii'-. ,iimI in hiiimIiiI I)\ IhiIIkius

n)i)t> ciiS'-Miiii '{ III li-i -li

,IIhl mliifli^

i|i|Mi-. A? Iir.«i >i;;li! I III' plant

||nllL;ll ; I llt'I-r i« ti'l-tMllll\ Iliilll-

I'l

III;: In -11^^, .-I |Mii-i)M Ml ii> iip|i, ar.-iiirr. Ill liii- ^lr:nl^( ti'i'ak

iif 11:11 HIT Mill wnlllij lia\r rc('i;;lil/i .| llic l\|il(al -llM I'tlluldcr,

\\lln iii'ljiM- 111 all l!ir llrU- uliliil lllc ilail\ pTo^ lia |lt l/C.-l

vuili priiihr'- ink. uho-r "l.nnk al llir paprr"' 1- a liiia! ap-

peal Ifi all! I|i>lil \ ; till- (\ni| «(Mll(| lia\i' llin||;^lll) W ;[• (lie

ll(lUl;:^Ml^. i>-i 111 iall\ a |n\i r uf mdcr, alwa\.- (in tliiMi-y) in

t>i svlinin in pra(ti(M!ri'lHllicii a::aiii.-l ll !'• iMiwir- that

lu' piiiii'iually \ I'M- iiImiIhuc r ; a I'lTDriuii^ crt'atiin', tako

tanii' ill a crnwd of iii> likt'. TIio

(• a- a liaiiill' \vlirrc hi- ijur- an' ((inccnu'c

liiin -iiii:l\, \\]\t) iji'dU;

man \\ hi> is nlidiirali 1.

'j'wi-j- fn>li ;jr(>iiiid-i I ti' hi- hiid-, and -a\rs ih<' fi.-h-honos

U>v ihc (111 : ill' luiik- up III ihi' iiiiddli' nf niakin;,' dut a rcri'ipt

111 u hi.-i Ir til till' canary ; iir i- -ii-|ii( luiis as a tiirnkry. iiiit will

liurr\' 111 in\r-t hi- ninncy in .-niiii' dniihlt'iil iindirtakin^,

and llirii lr\ in MinMr Iii> |. .->,•> ly the must sonliil incan-

n^s^, Till' iiiiMiiii.- i|iialitii'.- iif thi> hxhrid ,i:r<i\vth are only

discuMTcd liy ii-e; ii- naii-ron- hittriiirs^ riipiircs llw ciiction

'I' Miiiii [linr 111' hii.-iiif.ss uhiTclii Its iiitiTcsits uro mingled
with tlm-r iif iiH'ii.

Like all rati-ians. Mnliiiciix frit a lU'cd to make his power
felt, lie craved that particular privilc^ic iiC a siiverci;:nty

niure nv le» exereiM'd Ia cM'iy creature, dnuii to the very

piirter. over a larLTer or >inaller nuniher of \icliiiis—a woman,
a child, a clerk, or lud^er. a lior.-e. a i\n[s. nr nionkev— tliat

rl of d iimiiiatinn uhuh iimsi-ts in haiidim;' nil to aiMther

It le llliirnlieatlnlls leceived li\' an a-pirant to lii;.di(T spheres.

The tiresome little old perMiii in (|iie^liun. havin;; neitlier

wile, imr cliihl. nor niece. 110 r nephew, treated Ins charwoman
so harshly that she uave jiim no ojiporlunity nf \entin;x his

1 all collision with ium i)v aspleen upiiii tier, ami avoidei

rii:orou- di-charL'e ot' her duties.

Sii hi- appeiile fur domc^iic tyranny hciii^ thus halked,

lie wa- fain to tind otiu'r wavs nf satisf\in:,' it. He had made
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;, [i.iticiit -tmh 111' the lau uf liiiiillunl hikI tiiiaiM. nnd uf

ill. iii,'iil )i-|mt|,- 111" llic |iarl\ wmII . In' liml riillntmi'd lli.' i\\\»-

i. Ill- nf jiiii'[irinlcti(c witli rrL'iini In linii-fpriijii'ilv m I'aris,

,:p.' w.i' liai'ihil III it> mtiiiililv miiiiiic iiitriraf ir- with rc-

- iiil 1.1 iMiiiiiihirif^ ami aliuliiiiiil>, caMiniiUs, ral>». rli,ir;:iv,

i.-::iilal I'liN fi.r llif ilraii-iiii: 'if llif >lnTi. liaiiL'UiL's U>r Ww-
l>;ri. |ir..i(>-iiiii.-. ua>t''-['ii'c>. li;,'lil>. |in>jii I hhi- umt tlw

P'.iilir uav. ami llic m^ar |ini\iiiiii\ nf iii-amiarv ilwi-lliiit.''.

Nil In- iiifiitill ainl |ili_\ .-leal iiirri;ir>. all 111.- iiilf! ! lui'iicr wa-i

tlrvutcil Id Miaintaiimij,' lii> autlmril v a- a lanii'oni with a

lii::li harnl ; lie hail iiimli' a Imliliv nf ins <iciiipal mn. ami llic

li. Miv wa- hi'Cipiniiitr a ma ma.

Ill l(i\c(l Id |)riitc(i cili/cii- a;jaiiist ciicrdachm.iit?- nii tlh'ir

rijiii-, liiit i)[i|Hirtiiniti('s occiirnil ,-n .-rjilom ilial hi.- thwartid

|.,i--iuii cxiicmifd il-cif upon 111- ti'iiaiil.-. .\ tenant hrcaini'

!;i- I iiriiiv. iii- iiifrriiir. In- -iihjrcl. hi- v,i--al. Ilr tVIt that

tlicir hnma^rc \va.-< a liiic, and rfj:ardi.'d those who pa^si'd him

uiilhiiit a ;alutation on tiic stairs as hi.or-. I'" made oiii

III- rir(i|its him-i'lf. aiul sriit tiinii at noon on the .|uart<T

d.i\ ; and tlio-c who were lichindhaiui received a summons li\

a rti'iain hour. Then followed a distraint and costs, and all

liir eavalrv of the law came into the held with the eeleriiy

I.I "thi' maehine," as the head.-man call- his in.-triiment ot'

tM.iition. Molini'ux jrave no ^Taee and no delay; his heart

w.i.- indurated on the sid»' of rents.

"I will lend you tho money if ymi want it,'" lu' would say

to a solvent tenant, "hut nay me my rent: any ^'cttinf; bo-

liiii.niaiul with the rent mean- a lo-s of interest foi which the

i.i'A |iro\ ides no renie<!y."'

.\fter a prolonged study of the skittish humors of sup-

<> --ivi- tenants who conformed to no standard and, liki' <v.r-

ie--i\e d\na>ties, nor more nor le-s, invariahly overturned th.'

iii-titiitions of their pre.lei es^ors, Moliiieii.x had proinuljrated

. charter, which he oh.-erved reli^Mou.-ly. liv virtue of it,

tile uoiid man nevt'r did any I'cpair-: none nf his elii'iineys

,-:!i..k.(l, his staircases were always in order, his ceiiiniis white.

ill- I iniiees above reproach, his floors held securely to the

lit
if;
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joists, iind lliciv u-;i- iiM fiiiilt to linil wiiii the paint. All the

locks had hci-n pi;! m within the hi>t thi-cc vcais, (v.'r\- window
Jjaiic was whnic. and a- fm- crack- in the walls, thcv did not

exist; he (onid mt ik, hrnkcii tile- ii. the ilndr.- till the

tenants wci-c liavinLr llic imn-c. lie n-uallv appeared upon
th e sceiu> tn rr'eciVe the ineiilnmu' lelian t< with a Inck-inith and
n painter and tilaxier. very liainh lelluws. Ik ^al(l T
tenant wa- diMilale-- at iiherly in make iinprnvenieiit-- : hut if

the tlirit';lcss creaiure redecdraled his nxuns. old .Molinenx

sc t hi- wits tn work, and pondeieil niuht and day how to dis-

lodp' liiin and let llie newly papei'ed and painted ahdile to

another comer, lie -et hi- siiare<. hided lii< time, and hee;an

Tl lere was no

eases thai

the whole serie< of his nnl.allowed devices.

sidjtlety in tlie rei:iilation- td' I'ari- with ret^ard to 1

he did not know. lie indiitd polite and aniiahle communica-
tioi!.- to liis victinis; hnl henealh the inaniier. as heneath the

liarndess and ohiiu'int:' esprcssion (d' the jii'ttit'o,u',irinir scrihbler

himself, lurked the .-pirit <>( a Shvlock.

lie nin,-l aluay- he paid six month- in advance, to he de-

ducted from th(> la-t half-year's rent, suhject to a ho-t of

thorny condilions of hi- own invention. He assured hiin-

s(>!f that the value id' the tenant's funm.. -e was siillicient

to eover the niit. and reconnoitered every new tenant like a

detective when he came in. There were some occupations

wliich he did not like, and the least sound of a hammer
frie-htened him. When the lime came for liandini: over a

lease, he ki pt it liack for a week, conniiiir it over for fear it

shouhl contain what he denominated imliirii'.t if ci/rni.-'.

.Xiiart from his charaeier id' andlord. .Iean-Hai)tiste

:\i ojincux was a

lid id

pparently irood-natured and ohliijinir. He
couht [ilay a name ol ho-ton without complaining'' <d iicinir

hadly seconded l)y his partner; hi- stock suhjeets for conver-

sation were of the ordinary hourireoi- kind, and he found

the -anie tliin.irs landiahle—the arhilrarv acts of hakers

(the ra-cals). who i:i\e short weii,dus. which ar(> winked at

hv the Ooliee. the Iteroie -e\enteen dcindies of the Left. TTo

re.a' the (' lire Me-lier- /; III Sills, vet went t<i ma-s. iialtin<r
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Inluccii Deism and Cliristianity ; Imt lie siilisi riltcd nothing

f..r >a<raiiifntiil bread, under tlic ploa that you must resist the

riiri-iiaehinents of the piicsthu(jd. Tlie indefatipilile redresser

1. 1 uiricvanees wouhl write to this eil'e(t In the ne\vs]iapers,

ili.pii^jh the iie\vsi)apers ueitiuT inserted liis k'tters nor re-

[liieil to tiiem. Molineux was, in short, in many respeetri

I lie ordinary estimable citizen wiio burns a yule loy at Christ-

iii,i<, draws for king on Twelfth Niirht. plays tricks on the

iM of April, makes the round of tlie boulevards when the

ueaiher is line, goi's to watcli the skatin;:: and on days when

there are to be fireworks in the I'laci' Louis XV., will take

111- place there at two o'clock in the afternoon with a piece of

iiread in his pocket, so as to be 'in the front row."

'I'lie ('our Hatave, where the little old man lived, is a rc-

siih id' one of those freaks of the speculative l)uilder which

laiuint be explained after they have taken substantial form.

I

I

i^ a cloister-like building with its fret'stoue areading, its

(I'Vered galleries surrounding the court with a fountain

III the middle—a tliirsty fountain with its lion jaws agape.

not to supply, but to ask for water of every passer-by. I'os-

>ilily it was intended for a .«ort of Palais-Koyal to adorn the

I'auboiirg Saint-Denis. There is a little light and stir of

!,!e (luring the day in the unwholesome pile shut in on all

fniir >ides by tall liouscs ; it lies in the centre of a labyrinth

.f d;iid\ alleys, where the rheunuitism lurks for the hurrv-

iiii: foot-passenger, a nuize of dark narrow ])assages which

(duverge here and contiect the (^uartier des Ilalles and tlie

'..hiartier Saint-Martin by the famous Hue l^uincainpoi.x

;

but at night there is no spot in I'aris more deserted, and

lliese little slums might be called the catacombs of commerce.

Ii is the sink of several industries; and if there are few

'iiiive- of Ratavia projier, then' are plenty of small trades-

•.yi\.

Naturallv. all the suites of rooms in this merchant's palace

::ive li\!t one outlook—into the central courtvard—and for

'''^-- :ind other reasons tlie rents askeil are of the lowest. M.

'>b>li!!'ux inl\abited one of the angles of the buiidinv. ('>-!-

J
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piclcnitioiis of hriiiili ha,] |,rniii|itc(l \\ic choice of a sixtli-floor

io<ljL,nii;r
:

t'nr frv^li air \va> onlv In he had ai a hciLrhl of sev-

enty feet IViiiii the ^niiiinl. From i he leads, wliere tlu- worthy
owner of liun,-,-|iin|ierIy w;is wont lo laixe iweiviM'. he enjovod
a charming view o]' the windmills of Moiiimartre. llo'grow
ilouers up thei'e loo, in deliaiice of police regulaiioiis airaiast
these lian,uin---ardens of the modern T.ahylon. His sixth
iioor estalili.-linienl coiiM.^ied of loar room-, wiihoiii counting
tlio water-cloM'is on the lloor ahove. a valuahle property to
which hi< clain^ was inconli-tahle : he had ! he key. he 'had
established then:. On a llrst entrance, an indecent itarcness
at once revealed the nii>erly naiiire of the man. Half-a-
dozen slraw-i)oltorned chairs >tood in the loljhv : there was a
glazed earllienwarc stove; aiid on the walU. covered with a
bottle-green ])aper. lumg four prints bought at sales. In
the dining-room you beheld a couple of sideboards, two ca<:es
full of l>irds. a lai)le covered wiih oilcloth, a weather->,dass,
inaliogany chairs with lior.-ehair (-n.-hions. and through a
Irencli window a view of the aforesaid lianuinLr-gardens.
Sliori. antiipiated green .-ilk curtain^ adorned the sitting-
room, and the wliite painted wooden furniture was u[)hol-
stered in green Ftreclit velvet. .\s for the furniture of the
old bachelor's room, it was of the peri(xl of Louis W.;
disfigured ly ])r(dongcd wear, and so dirty that a woman in
a white gown would have .-hrunk from contact with it. Tho
chirniKy-piei'e boasted a clock ; the ilial. between two columns,
served a< a i)edim.-iit beneath a Matucite of I'allas brandish-
ing a lance—a fabulous personngi^ i>\' aniicpiity. The tiled
floor was so littered over with plates full of scraps for the
("1+'^. that it was scarcelv po-sibl(> to moV(> about without
setting a foot in one of ilu.m. Above the rosewood chest of
drawers jiung a pastel— Moliiu'iix in his viuith. .\dd a few
b'ook-. tables covered with shabliy giv. 11 card-board boxes, a
case full of the siunVd form- of r-onie departed canaries on
a coiiM.le table, and. !. complete the li-t. a be(l so chilly-look-
Jng that it might have \>^-<-u a ivliuke to a Farnielite.

Cesar I5irotiean was cliarnied with Molineii.x's exquisite

I K
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[' .lilciic>s. He riiiiiiil till' lalltT in hi.- ^r.iv ilaimcl ilr('>-in;,'-

L...\vii, k('i'|)iii<:' ill! eye nil llic milk set iiii a liiilc ra<l-ir<<n

[iiair uarnuT. in a coriK r ol' the licartli, wliilc lie jimirftl tlu,'

iMiiimts of a lirown cartlu'ii pipkin, in wliicli lie liail hivn

ii.iiliii,^:' cnircc ;:i'()uih1.-;, into his niffliirr l»_v spoDnfuls at a

imii'. The iiinluclla dealer had opened the door, lef^t his

l.iiiillnrd should he di.-liii-hed in (his oceiipal ion ; hut Moli-

ipii\. Imldiii^' iiiaMii's and depiity-inayors ("our municipal

ntli('iT>.'" a,- he called tiiem) in ijivat veneration, rose at lir-t

- ::hi lit' the maL'isl rate, and stood cap in hand until the ^M'eat

I'vinillcaii >liould he seated.

"Xn. >ir . . . Yes, sir . . . Ah, >ir, if I had

kiiiiun that J was to have the honor of liou-inu- a meiiiher of

liic iniinieipal ,i:overninent of Paris amid my liiiinhle IVnatcs,

piiiy hclieve tliat I should have made it my Im-iness lo repair

1" \ 'Uir house ; nlthouiih 1 am your landlnrd, or—on the point

- nf—hein<r
"*

ll>rc llirotteau hv a "csture entreated him to nut on his

""1 -hall lio nothiiif;' of the kind: I shall remain hareheadrd

iniiii yai an- seated, and havi' ]nit (Ui }dur h.'it if you liave

.! inld. My room is rather chilly; my narrow nii-ans do not

i" rmil

—

(i<i(l hli-ss you. Mr. Depiily-niayor I"

llirntteau had sneezed wliile fumhliiii: for his papers. lie

' -''I lliciii out. not withont nMnarlcinL;- that to save ;::\y delay

!'' had had them made out at his own expeii-e hy Af. lioi^juin

l;i- notary.

"i do lint call M. Iiorruin's knowledL'e in (piesiion: "tis an
''(! nainr. well kn"o^^^^ in the I'arisian notarial : l)ut T !iav(^

mv little ways of doine- iliin,^:s, and I look after my afl'aira

niy-i It. ii hdhhy eycusahle ciinuirh : an-l my notar\ i

"

jliit tiii- is such a -imple matter." said the pci'fumer.

• : iii^toiiied to prompt deci^^ions on the pai't of hmers and
-.'icr-.

"Sinijilr!" oclioed ^rolincu.x. "'Xotliin.i: is simple where
i'ltise property is eoricerned. .\h! you are nut a landlnrd,

sir: so mucJb the happier you I If you but knew the lengtlis
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H

)i) wliich a Iciiant will j)u>li in^fratitinlc. ami what procautions
we have Id laki-! Ndw jii>t listi-n \n tliis. sir: T liavo a ten-

ant "
Mill] fur fiftoi'ii niinntcs Mulitieux licld forth, rela-

tini: h'lw tl:;it .M. (icii.lrin. a 'Irauirlil.-inan, liad eluded the
viirilaiicc of 111,, carclak' r ii ilic Rue Saint-Ilonore. M.
ncndrin had piTpctralfd scand, Is worthy of a Marat. ol)seeno

drawiiii:sl and the iinlicc tdlcratcd it. nay, they were made
with the r.iiiiiivaiiic (if tin.' [lolii- Then this (Jendrin. an
artist (if tlinnuiLThly inimnral character, had iroiie hack to the

liouse with loose women, and maile it impns.-ihle to go up
and down the -fair-, a prank worthy of a man who drew
caricatures to ridicule the (iovernment. And wliy all the?e

misdeeds? . . . Because lie was asked to pay hi? rent

on the !.")tlil Oeiidrin and Molinenx were ahout to go to

law ai)out it : for while the artist did not pay. he insisted on
oecupyin^r tin' empty reoms. Molitieux received anony-
iiMMis letter:— frnm (ieiidrin no doulit—tlireateninjr to mur-
der him some riiLdil in the alleys abont the (.'our Batave.

"'i'hinus have arri\ed at -ucli a pitch, sir." he went on,

"that the IVefcft of I'olice. to whom in confidence I related

my dilliculty (at the same time. I look the opportunity of

sayinir a word or two touchin;. the alteraticms that ought to

be made in the provisions of th(> law for -uch cases), gave me
an authnrizal ion to carry firearms in self-defence."

'I'lie little old man ijot u]> to look for his pistols.

"Here they are. sir I"' cried he.

'"But yon lia\c iiothinu' of that kind to fenr from me, sir,"

said Birotfeau. glancing at Cayron with a smile that plainly

e.\pr<'--i'd lii- pity for such a man.
"Molineux caught the gdance. and was shocked to see such

a look on the countemince of a "municipal otlicer." whose
dntv it wa- to see to the safety of those in his district. He
could have forgivi/ti it in anybody else, but in Birotteaii it

wa- iiinMrdoiiab1(\

"Sir," Molinenx answered dryly, "one of the most highly
respected jikIl'-cs in the Ton-iilar Trihnne. a deputy-mayor,
and an honorabl<> merchant, would not condescend to such
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ha>ciirss. for li;iM'iif.-s it i.-I JWit in lliis particular ca^ie vou
want tlic coiisciit of voiir laudloril. ,M. l'.- Coiutc di' (iranvillc,

liifnti' ynii make a luilc in the wall, and stipulaliorii must i)e

iiiailf in the a^rrcfniciit tduchiui: the rcstoratinn of tlic wall
If the cxpiratiim of the ica^'. .\> a matter of fact, too. the

n nt i.- a <:reat deal louer than it will he; rents will '^n up all

mIimii; the I'laee \'eiidoine: thev are ^'oini: up alreadvl 'i'he

\'y\u- ('a>ti,Ldione is ahoiit to !)c Iniilt. 1 am Kindinir irivself

'I'Avn — I am hindinii-—mvself "

"Let us have done with it," said Birotteau. "What do
}'>\\ uant? 1 have had enoaaii experience of business to

^Miess that your rcasoninL''s can he silenced hy the ^'reat argu-
tnmi—money I Well, how much do vou want?"
Nothin^r hut what is fair, sir. How long lias your lease

to run y
"Seven years," answered Birotteau.

'"What may not my fuvt lloor he worth in seven vears'

titih':-"" cried Molineux. '"What will two furnished rooms
III for over in your <juarter!-' .More than two hundred francs

a month very likely! I am hinding myself: i)inding myself
i!"wn hy a lea.se. So v.c will set down the rent at fifteen hun-
'irrd francs. At that figure I will consent to receive you as

.; Iciiant for the two rooms instead of M. Cavron here,"

L'iviiig the dealer a sly wink, "and let you have them on lease

i"r -even consecutive years. The opening in the wall you
vil! make at your own charges, suhject to your bringing to
!:ic proof that M. le Coint^^ de (Iranville sanctions it and
waives all his rights in the matt( r. Whatever happens in
oii^cipirnce nf the small opening, the responsihilitv will rest

upon you; hut you shall be in nowis(^ hound to reinstate the
Nvall so far as I am concerned; you shall pay nie down five

hiiinlred francs now instead; we never can tell wliat mav
!' ippcn

: and I don"t want to run about after anybody to put
up !iiv wall again for me."

"The i-oiulitions seem to me .scarcely fair," put in Birot-
teau.

"Tiien you must pay me down seven hundred and fifty

-mi
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iraiir- 1,1, I I iniiii. lu \^ (Mrriid iMiuanl till liif \;\>^\ six
Ilin|||l|> ,,f |Miv-i--lnli ; ih,. IrjiM' Will he ;| >llllicii'll I

i li.-cliarf,'t'

.

'*li! I will l.ikc hill- (if cxcliaiij^c U<v \iiliK' received in rent,
lit aiiv (Kill- Mill plci-c. -CI liiai i li,i\i' \u\ Liiiaranti'f. I am
!i piiiin-(li-aliii,u man, ami ^o .-trai,L'lil U< the puini iii luisiiu'ss.

Wi- will >tii)nliilr iliat Vol! ,-hall uall n]) tin- (iuor on mv slair-

oasc. wluTf uiu lia\i' im ri^iil of «a\ ... at vnur dUii

''^i"'"-'' ... in lirick ami iimnai'. lira-sure vuur^rlf,

I shall nni rail U|"iii vmi to make it ;:()(i(l uhcti the U-a.<e

«.'.\|Hrc,-: 1 .-hall iT;;;inl the five hamliv.l Iiaiir> a> an indcin-
ni(_v, \ i\\\ will alwav> liml me ri'aMimiMc, >\r."

"Wf ill hii-iia-- arc iKii so |iarl iciilar," said llic pcrfiiinor;

"if we hail all tln-c fnriiialitifs, Uf -hdiild du no husjnt'tis

iit all."

"Oh. ill hii-iM(-->. that is (|uitc another thini:, t'siiccially

in tlie perfunierv line, wliere I'vervlhiiii: slip- ofT and on like
a .Ldove," .-aid the little old man. wiih a MUir smile, '-p.ut

with lion.-c property in Paris, sir. \'<\\ cannot he too particu-
lar. Why, I had a tenant in the Rue Montorjriieil

"

"I should he Very sorry to delay your hivakfast. sir," said
Birotteaii: "here are the {\vv^<. .-et them ri.irht. all that vou
ask me i< aureed to; let us siu'ii the doeiimeiits to-morrow,
and L'ive our pi'omi-e- hy word of nioiuli to-dav. for to-mor-
row my arehitecl iiiii>t he put in po-session of the place."

Moliiieiix looked a,i;ain at the iiinhrella-dcaler. "'riiere is

J)art of the lei'iii expired, -ir: .M. Cayron has no mind to pay
for it: we will add the amount lo the little hills, so that iho
airrecmcit will run from January to January That will

be more hnsine-s-like."

'"So hi' it." -aid liirotteau.

"There i- the lialfpennv in the shillin<r for the porter
"

''Why. yon are not allowini: me to use the staircase and
the doorway: it i- not riL:hl that "

"Oh! hut you are a tenant'" cried little ^folineux in

peremptory tones, up in arms for the princii>le involved.
'•^ on mu-i jiay door a;;d u iiidow laxe- ami your share of the

rate;?. If once we cleariv nnder.-land each other, sir, there
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^wtl iif II" iJiiIiciiliic.- licr.'jil'tcr.— 1.- }(iiir i)U.-iiH'.-^ rapidly

!H na.-iii^', .«ir; jiri' ym ilnini^ well h""

^^:-, ' .Slid liintUiaii, "i)!!! iiuit is iiol my reason. I am
iiiMiiii;: a I'fW of iiiy I'ric iid.-, ].ully In cflciinitf the cvacua-
l!nii (jf the lorciu-ii t|-()(ij)s. parlly oii liic orca^ioii ul' my own
I'loiiKiiidii Id tiic L(';.'i(ni oi Honor

"

"Aha I" cried .MoJiiU'UX, "a wcli-deservfd iioiior."

••^i-r .Slid Uirotlcau. "Il may i.c I hat I liavc shown
iny-.ll' not unworthy of thi.< .-igiial mark of royal favor by
i.iiii-- 111 my capacity at the (.'oii-iilar Trihiinal, and by
t;-iiiiii^^ for the llourboii.- on the ^tcps of Saiiii-ifocli, on the
liiii of \'ciulcniiairc, where 1 was wounded by Napoleon;
ihi-e claim.-;

""

•i-;i|iial tlio.^e of our heroes in the late army. 'I'lie ribl)on is

n il. lM(au.-e it has been dyed in blood ~hc(l for France."
.\l I best' words, a ipiotaliou frum llie ('ui:sliliilit,iincl,

I'.iruiteau could not resist the impulse to invite little Moli-
r.'iw. who ^Mvw (piili; incoherent in his thaidv>, aiul was
iihiio.M ready to for<,Mve the slight which had been put upon
iiiiii. 'i'he old man went as far as the stairliead with his new
i- II, lilt, ovi'rwlielmiii^' him with civilitii>.

.\s ^oon a.s they were outside in the C'our Batave, Birotteau
'i"M'd at Cayron with an amused expression.
| ilid not Ihiidv that there was such a weak-minded crea-

tirc ill existence." he said; "idiot" had been on the tip of his

tiuiLiue. but he suj)pres.s'd it in time.

'.\h. sir!" said Cavron. "evervbodv is not as clever as*

}^'U arc."

i'-irottcau nuglit be excused for thinkin;^' himself a clever
in,i!i cnmpared with Molineux ; the umbndla-dealerV reply
<'-'-i w a pleasant smile from him; he took leave of his cotnpan-
''•II '>vi;h a rcLral air.

"Ibiv am 1 at the .Market," he said to himself; "let us
:n'r,inL'e about the hazel-nuts."

A'iur all hour .-pent in m.akint: impiirics. the market-
' 'MM'; referred P)iroiteau to the h'ue dcs Lombards, tho
ii'Mdipiariers of tJ.e trade in nuts f(;r coufeetionery, anU
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tlicrr hi- frii'iMU the Maiil'iits inrori I him tlmt the only
uhulcsilc (Iriili r ill lia/i'l-iiiit> \\a> diic Mmr. .\ii^'rli(iiit'

.Miidnii, rcH.liiit 111 the 1,'uc I'crri ii-( liL-^ch II ; and that this
wii- llic Mill' huiiM- in ihf trade fur Genuine I'mvciK.al lilborts

iiiid while .\l|iiiie hazel-iiul>.

'•"'i'- I'll'' T' rnii-Ca-eliii lies in a (|iiadfan,<:lf Ijoiindcd
liy the (,iii,iy. ihe l.'iie Saint-Deni . the K'lie d,. Ia l''errniuierie,

;nid the i.'ue d. la Moiiiiaie. a hihw'inlh mT ;-1iiiii> whieli are,

"•- it \'>i'<i\ the c'lilr.iiU of I'ari,-. Heiv enuiule>s lllllllhers

of lieie-oveiieoii-; and iinndexri ](t i lid ii.-t I'ics are tarried on;
cvil-sineniiii: traih-. and the niaiiiiraetiiiv ol' the daiiitie:<t

fiin'rv. herriiie- and hiuii, silk and \unu-\\ Imtler ami tullo.

jostle eaeh niher in it~ xjiialid preeiiiets. Here are the head-
<liiarter- nf ihd-e multitudinous small trade- wliii-li Paris no
more sti.-peei- in its midst than a man surmises the fimctionf;

performed hy the pancreas in the human ecoiHuny. In this
cone-ested di>triet, in uhieli one I'.idault of the K'ue (irenetat
(otherwise kiinwn a> (;i<:oniieI the pawiihrnker) plaved the
part of leech, the whole stock of e(,i„ls sold in the Great
Market is kept, 'j'he ancient mews ari> warehouses where tons
of (u"l are >ior(d: the old coach-liouses hold thousands of
pairs of cotton <tockinirs.

Mine. .Madnii. -oiiietime a fish-wife, had trone into the
"dry-fruit line"" -^mne ten years lud'ore this |u-esent vear of
jrrace. on her entrance into a partneri=!;ip with the late owner
of the husine.-.-. who had an old-established connection among
the ladies i>\' the (ireat Market. Her heaiity. of a vigorous
and provoeaii\e order, had disappeared in e\ees-ive stout-

ness. She lived on the ground lloor of a yellow dilapidated
lionse. held tir.'eiher hv iron eramii< at- cverv ,-t(irv. The
departed dealer in drv fruit had succeeded in ridding hini-
>'•!'' "f eoinpetilnis. iiiid had -eeiired a monopoly of tlu' trade;
so that in spite of some slight defects of education, his snc-
ces-nr could eoiitiiiiie in I he -aiiie groove, and came and went
in her warehouses, old out-lmildings. stables, and workshops,
wh(^re she wa'.'vd war against iii-eet life with some success.

Mine. .\ii-i'!'iih' Madou ili>pen.-ed with counting-house.
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' M"S

.-.il'r. .iiiil lii)()k-k(T|iiiij,' (for .-liL' I'dulil iiciiliiT ri'iid nor write),

iii'i ,iu>\V(r(il a Ictlcr hv blows of llie list, for sin- looked upon
II ;i- an in-ult. In other respects slie \va> a j^^ood-natured

,-.iiil, with a lii^di-colored couiiti'iianee. and a bandana hand-
ki I ill iff tied about her head beneath her cap, and a trumpet
\ni,c which won the re.-pcd of the earnieti who br(iiii.'lit j^oods

Id the Kue I'erriii-tiasselin.and whose "rows" with her usually
riidc(l in a bottle of jit'lll 1,1, inc. She could not well havo
;ii'\ trouble with the ;,n-owers who supjdicd her. for she always
ji.iid cash on delivery, the only way of earryin<,' on such a
I ii-iiicss as hers, and Mother Madou went into the country
to Mf them in the summer-time.

Iliintteau found this shrewish saleswoman among her
sark- of hazel-nuts, chestnuts, and walnuts.

Miood day, n.y di'ur lady," said Hirotteau llippantly.

")'i)U dear!" returned she. "So you have pleasant recol-

irdioiis of your dealings with me, have you? Have we met
• .irii other at Court?"'

"I am a jHrfumer, and what is more, deputy-mayor of the
Srrond Arrondissement of I'aris, and 1 have a right to ex-

I"
(I a different tone from you."
"1 marry wln'U I have a mind," said tlu' virago; "I am no

iii-ionier at the mayor's oflice, and don't trouble deputy-
mayors much. And as for my customers, they adore me, and
I talk to 'em as I please. If tliey don't like it. they may take
themselves somewln re else."

"See what comes of a monopoly." muttered Rirotteau.

'Pniiole? tluit's n;y godson : he has been up to some foolery

p'Tiiap-: have you conu> for him, your worship?" she asked,
m iiiildtT tones.

"No. 1 have the honor to infonn you that T come to you as

a iK-tonier."

"All right. What is your name, my lad? 1 haven't seen
/"!! here before."

"If that is the way you talk, you ought to sell your nuts
< !i' ap." said Birotteau, and he mentioned his name and des-

'-liation.

h
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"Oil I _\ou iii'i' I
111' t'aiiKiu.- Ilii'uiiciiu \Mili ilif I la 111 1-1 line wife.

Well, Jiiid what U(i;:lii ilo kkh want ><( then' lillli' drars of

liazfl-iiiil.-. Iiuiii'\ .'"

"Si\ tli(Ui.-aiii| )iMiiti(l> uci;:lit."

"It is a> iiiiiili a- I liavc," >ai(l tlir >ali>uniiiaii. uitli a

voice like a craikiii lliilr, "Vnn aic imi in tin.' ilu-i^dthing

liiii', iiiarrvnij; tin' ,i:wl,-. ami iiiakin;^- -r.-nt for 'Ih'iii. Lor*!,

bless voii I soil do a liadi', urn i|n| Sorry I lia\f so little jor

voii ! ^ oil will be a line iii-loiiier, and }our name will be

written on tlie heart id' the woman tliat 1 lo\e best in the

world
'"

"Who may that be!'"

"Who but dear Madame Madoii
"

"What do yon want lor the iiiil,-?"

"Twi-nty-live Ifaius the liundied-wei^ht to yoii, mister,

if yon take the lot."

"'rwcnty-live I'raiK^,"" -aid liirotieaii. "'I'hat is fifteen

hundred francs I And I -hall very likely take a hundred

tlioii.-and jiouiids wei'^ht m a year!"

"Jint jn>t look at the i|uality: no hii.-ks!" < ried she, plung-

ing:' a ivd arm into a -U'k of liilierls. "S aiiid kernels, my
dear sir. .Iii>t think, now, the ;/rocer,- >ell their nii\e<l de-sert

fruits at twenly-roiir sous the p.aind, and in evi r\ four pounds

tliey put more than a poiind cd' liazel-nuts. Am I to lo.'^o

money on the ^oods to plea>e ynu? Vou are a nice man, hut

I don't care eiiontjh abnut you yet to do tliat. .\s you are

taking such a i|nanlity. we miLdit let you have then at twenty

francs, for it won't do |o send away a de[nity-iiiayor ; it would

bring bad luck to the \oung eouplol A gmid ar;:cle; just

feel the Weight id' them! They wouldn't go tifty to tlie

pound I Sound nuts they are. not a maggot among them I"

"Well, send > x tliou-and pounds weight early to-morr iw

morning to my factory in the liue Faubourg-du-Teinple, for

two tliou-and francs at ninety days."

"They >liall 111' [itinetual as a bride at a w.'dding. 'Well,

good-l}ye, .M. le 'Maifi': we p:iri -dod friends. Kiit if it is

all the same to vou,"" >he added, following liirotleau into the
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m1 :\n\ , my di-iii lnA\ ," -«iil llimtli'rtu ;U|i|iiiiUK I St





trj:

mm: a.m» i am, or cksau iwuottkai' !>*

I, .lilt. "I «i>iil(l rallii r havr a itill al lorl) ila}>, fui- I li:i\r

i. !

J."!!
have tiii'iii tiKJ I III a|), and i lan't atriiid to |u.i ilif

iniiTi-t (III tile iiioiua Imu. l-'or i 11 !ii> M'litiiiulital uais, old

• ii-"iiiii't .-u»k> llir lil'r iiiii <>|' us, a.^ a -jtidrr »in n.> a lly."

\<r\, urll, _\.-. Iiri_\ (|,t\-. lint I'll lia\r the nuts by

UM-lii. -n ii- not to lo.-c Mil ill.' hollow oiii'.-. '\'\u\ must bu

u.!i;hcd III- I'll lia\f nnllii'i;.' |o ilo \ulli lliiln."

| til. liic I'ox ; he knou.» lli.ii iloil^r, doi^ 111'!'" >aid Mnio.

M,M|iiii; "Sou can't calrli linn iiaiipin;:. Tlmx' l»c;,'pii> in tiie

li'.ii- ilr- l.oinlcinls put linn up In that! Thri-.' ^rml wuhcs

y mil r ari' all in a li'a;:,ii' to ili'voiir u- poor l.iinh-.'"

riic laiiili «a- li\c Ifct liij.'li anil lime frii round; she liad

1 1.1 a \i>tigc ol' a uai.-I. iind loukcd likr a po.«t in a >tripi'd

I -lion ;.'<)\vn.

\- 111' wiiit aloni: tin' Uur Saint-llonoiv. tin' ptrl'iiiiuT,

'•-I III lii> M'lirnir-, iiii'ditati'd mi his diii'l witli Mat'ii->ar Oil.

Ih ilr.|<.'|lci| the lahrl>, (Initlcil oil llir .-lia|ii' of the bnttk'S,

i!:' ijUiilitv <'[' tlif coiiv.-, thi' color of the placards. .Viul pcojilc

^a;, 'hat th" i- 11(1 poetry ill husincs.-I .Ncuton did imt nuike

niofc calcuhi 111^ (i\rr the di~cnvcry of the I'aiiiou, hiiioiii'al

il'orriii than llimtlian niadc for llic "( 'oiiiaL''cii M--ciic('''

(I'or It was an c.-.-ciicc now; the word- oil and c-~riirf po—
-.-»i d no definite meaning,' for him. and In- \\i iit t'roin the one

I" ilie other). .\ll tlie-e conihiiiat inns were >eethi;i_!.' in his

h' ad. ai ' he tni-took the ferineiit of an eiiipl\' iiraii. I'.ir llie

V'l'tniiialion id' an idea. So ah-orhed wa> he in hi- iiiedita-

'"iii.-. that he Went pa>I the iJiie de- IJourdoiinai.-. and he-

ihmkiiiL'' hiinx'll' of his uiule. «a> iihlii:ed to r.'trace his

( laiide-do.-eph i'illi'rault. lorinerl} a I'etail irnninoiiL'er at

till' A'j;]] of' the O'll'h II III 11. wa- one of tlin-e human hein<xs

ulio-r exterior i> the outward and visihli- e.\i)re>sioii of a

'"•aiitifiil nature: and heart and hraiii. Ianiriia.:(' and thou.Lrht,

:;- iiianner and the cloihe-- that he wore, were ail in harinonv.

ii' '.',a,- the uiiiv relation that .Mine. Birolteau had in the

•lid. and upon lu-r and op Cesirine I'illeraiilt had centered

:'• hi- aU'eetion- ; for in the cmii>e of his hu>iiie-s career
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he hiul lot his wife iiiul liis son. and :i Im.v whom he had
iuloiiti'd, the sou of his i-ook.

'J'hese eniel berciivenn ills li.id -^ivt'n to the good man's
thouglits a east of Christian stoicism, a lofty doetrine which
WIS the informing sjiirit of his life, 'uid -lied tlie radiance
of a winter snn-et over his hi.~t vrars. a irlow that lirings no
warnitli. 'I'hcre was a tinge nf asceticism aiioui tlie thin.
Worn face, where .-allow and swarlliv tone> were harmoni-
ously hlended ; you saw iu it a, striking resemlilanee to tvpi-

eal presentments df 'I'ime; hut the everv-dav cares of a retail

business had touched ihi< fucc, there wa- lcs> .if the nionu-
Juental (jiiality, less of the grimni'ss insi>'ed upon hv painters,

bculptoi's, and de.Mgner- of bronze lignre- for .-locks.

I'llleranlt was of middle height, and ihick-M'i rather than
stout. Nature liad fashioned him I'ur hard uork and a long
life; lie was strongly iniilt, as his .-i|iuire -unidiiers Midieated:
a man of phlegmatic temper, wlio>e feeling.-. Mionoli he could
feel, did not lie on the -iirface. Hi.- .piiei niaimcr and reso-

lute face indicated that lie was little given :>' 'he expression
of his emotions; but reserved and undeninn-trative Th()ii"-h

he was, there were depths of tetideriie.-s in I'illerault"- nature.

The i)rineipal eharaeteristic of tlu; hazel eyes, with dark
t^peeks in them, was their unvarying clearness. I'liere were
deep furrows in a. forehead sallowed by time, narrow, eon-

traeted. and stern, and covered with gray hair, cut >o slcet

that it looked like felt. Prudence, not avarice, was expressed

in the lines of the thin lips. 'l"he brightiie>s of the eyes told

of a t(Miiperate life; and, indeed. -inc(>rity, a s-iise of dntv.

and a real humility gloiilied his fc:iiures and set olf his face.

a> health does.

For sixty years he had led a hard and drearv existence,

a onstanl stnigu'le for a livelihood, [t was the -ante storv

as Cesar's own, with ('{>}{]•'< liick omitted. Pillerault had
remained an assistant till he was thiiMv years old; he hail

embarked his ca])itai in Imsiness at an age when Cesar was
inventing his saving? in r/'iifc<: then the law of the maximum
had hit him hard, and his pieka.vos raid spades had been
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iv.|u:-itii»nL'd. His taciturn wisdom, liis i'orcsigtit, and logi-

il . leiir-lieadedncss iiad liad tlicir eiroct on his '"ways of

'i'liim linsiness." Ills Ijar^'ains wore concludod as a rule In-

udi'd of mouth and diHicii.ltics seldom arose. Like moft
i!ii(!n;itive i)e(»|ile, he was an oh^er\er: he >aid little, and
-Miihfd iho^e who lalke(l ; often he had diTliiied jrood iiar>rains

\' which his nei^dihors had availed themselves, and suhse-

iih ntly rt'pented. and vowed that i'illerault could smell out

,1 luMUe. lie preferred sure pi ins, if of the smallest, to bold

Miwko of hu.-ine.-s involvin;,- heavy sums.

His .-toek of hardware consisted of f^rates, gridiroiis, east-

nmi life-doiTs, boilers, and copper caldrons, hoes, and sueU

:i-ri(iiliural implenu'nts as laborers use, somewhat iniremu-

I'laiive branches of a busine.-s that involves continual drudg-

1 :\. Hardware is ponderous, awkward to handle, and dillicult

I'l >tnre. and the profits are not heavy in j)roportion; so

I'lilrrauh had U'rled u\> many a case, sent olF many packages,

iii"l unloaded numy \ans. Never had a competence been

;i:"'re honorably earned, more thoroughly deserved, more to

:!ii' rredit of the man who had made it. He had never asked
!'" iiiueii, had never run after business. Towards the end
"f !iie lime, you might have seen him smoking his pipe in the

li I'lway and watching his assistants at work. In 1S14,

uIhii he retired, his actual capital at first consisted of

-\riity ihfmsand francs, which he invested in Government
-iiiek, iliat i)rought him in five thousand and some odd luin-

'Ir.il francs a year, with a further forty thousand francs

'\i'- in livi' years' time, when the assistant to whom he had
- 'hi th'' business was to ])ay tV. it. On this amount, mean-
vhili'. no interest was paid. For thirty years he had annually
m;ii1i' <even ]ier cent on a turn-over of a hundred thousand

!':iii(-. and had lived on half his income. Such was his bal-

.Hi. (-.hc(it.

ili> neighbors, but little jealous of this by no means hrill-

liii' success, extolled hi- wisdom without comyirehending it.

\l the earner id" the Rue di' la Monnaie and the T?ue Saint-

il .imn'' stand- the Cafe David. wIhtc a few retired trades-

II
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im.n MHl, ;.. I'm.raul,, rongiVKatc of an ,....11.^ ,0 take
^'"y: '•"'"'• -^l ""' i'""'. l"illri-ault-^ adopiion ul' hi<
cooks .un i,a,l ..raMon.,! a IVw j,>k.. aa.on^ u. nv4u.ni-

Z"\
'"'''

-''f''^ ^l:

^"'' ^"1'''—
1

•" '- "mn look..l
up to am..,,- I„- r, l!uus. lor Hit- iron.nonger m-eivod a re-
J;pcH In,, uhni, i„. |,a,l „ot mui^Iu ; In. ou„ ,vli-u;u,,t suf-
';''' '"'"• •"" ^\l-" l''l'-na,h 1,., ,:„. poor voung fdlow,
tlK'UMu.,yn,o,v ,han .uo l,,,,,,hv,l i..o.l.. a, ,1,0 !•,,,,. .-al who

"lly in ,hoH. ,la^>. ,„ak,i,g ,„> ,„ra,K. oi his gnof. hoanng h
|.sa bravo n,a„ hoar..„rn.v. Th,s nun a. .1 iho .vu,paihvlh
" f''*'

'i"^"-'"'- <"• "'< -good ,..,„;• a^ ,hov oalle.1 him; and
i-u-oo,,,

,„ whioh ,i.o u,,,,l. wo,v .pnkonVave iho word, a

^
-T nnu cn.iohlod moaning whon ihoy w..,-o appiiod to

^'''^"^'' "ill<''.n,h had !,oon,no so nccisfoniod t.. the sober
i'von „.„or of hi. h-lo. ,hal uh.,, ho roti.vd |>om business
'""' ''"•''"'

"I"'" 111'' tin,,, of h.i.nro, which hangs .0 hoavilvon many a 'annan - ra.losn,a„-s hand>. ho cuhl not unbend
"'"i '''^'•'•' I'HUM.ir uith the amnsoments nf an ,u.e life- Lo
'"^;'l" no diango ,„ h,. hoi,..k,.,pn,g

; ;„„, his oM a".. 'wa<
'''"'^'"''l '' Ins I'o'itn-al op.ni.ms. which, lot lis admit it
at oiioo, wry,' ,h,,>,. ,,f thooxtromo Left.

I",ll,.,.,„l, holnngod !othoa,-,i-an Wass. whieh the Kovolu-
tion had brought into eo-opon,tion w„l, ,ho small sho: keep-
ers. I ho one blot on his eharao.or uas the in,portanee\vh4
'" ;'"^"''<;<1 to the victory of h,^ prineipK^s : ho dwelt fondlvonh,.ngh,s o,il,bo,-,v. „n,lu. givatro.ultsofthe Revolu-
t.on: he „rn,ly ludioNod that his political freedom and evist-
^''H'o \WTe being u„dcr,ninod bv tho Jesuits. wh„~e un,h.rhand
power the I.bo,.aU di>covcn.d. and thivaton,.! bv iho ideas
""1' ^^>'i'-li lii-''"''>///W/./,/,./ credited Mon>,eu,"the Kmcr's
'';'"""', "" ""^- l">""vor. c-.nsistont in h,~ 1, IV and ,n L
Hi-a.; tho,-o was noih,ng na.Tuw ,n his political views; he
iK'Vcr abu...,i h,s advo,va,-i,.. ho h,.|d e.nrtic's in .u.p.oion
«nd ncu.ved ,n Ropublican \,,-tno.v llo in.a-ined that Alan-'
uel wa. guiltless of any ex, o..,.., ,hat (ieneral Foy was a
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rnat n]i:ii. ;iii(] Casiinir IVriiT wiilioiit amhilioii; to liis

tlll!lklll^^ I.at'avcttc was a. political jd'ophct, Conner a good
ii;;!ii. Ill shor;, hv bolichi noble cliitiKTieal visiotis.

Til'' 'J">>d man was domestic- in liis lialiit- : he made part of
I'l" f.niiiiv , irele in win.'ii his niece lived— the i\a,Lrori.-. dudgo
l'-ji|i!ot. .l,.M'pli l.el,M>. and tli.' Matifats. Fifteen niindred
riaiM> a \ear -iiiiplied his need.-; the ^t of

-p 111 in ciiariialile deeds aiK

lis income was

I'Hii- time> a vear

!ii \\\>' li'iie du II

m presents to liis ^.q-and-n lece

ave ii dinner to his friends at Koiand's
i>a!'d, and took them afterwards to the jdav.

ih I'iaye.l the part of the old haehrl,,r friend on wli
i-hd uonieii draw hills at si;^i]t for iheir f

oni mar-
in(ie<; for a

iiiiirv cAcurHon, a partv for the Oi 'ra or t!ie Mont
l'"ai!Jon: and I'illcraidt wonid he very ha])i)v- at
ii: ihc pleasure he was jiivinir, and felt the 'dad

i,inios-

sijch times

ness iji other
rart-.

If Moliiiru.x's cliaracter was written at 1;

iirMitiirc. Tilli raidt's pure heart and >imp!e life were r.n ]

ir,s:e m his queer

rciraicil h\- his snrroinidin

.1 ^iflin<:-room. and h

lis ahode c.>nsi>icd of a loh!

1! nii-iit have heen a Cart hi

'inii red tiles, which were 1

•h>\\. Iiun<r with diiintv curl

•droom. lUit for the ilill'er eii'-e '11 size.

i.-iaii s ce ne joiiii\', tioor'cc

anv iliairs with red

iee-wa\cii. lioa>;i'(| hut one win-

mahoir-aii<- edn-cd with scarlet

Icatlier cu-huuis. ;;nd ^Ih i:h brass
:!.-. stood au^inst the wall, which was covered with an o!

iper, and adorned with jiictnres—a !)<

ivc-

I'llii/rllcc,

•./.,;, of
\ portrait of I5ona]»a.rte as First Consul, and a

/;.;///,.
„f AiisliTHf:. The furiuture of the sittin<:-room.

'i'ii.hilc.-,- h-ft to the upholsterer, was yellow, and covered with
I nowiTcil pattern ; there was a carpet on t he tloor; tl

TiiaMienis on the i-himnev-iiijuece Were not <rildi>d. Tl

le nrnnze

10 ro was
I'.iinn (ire-screen before tl

l!''.vcrs iitider a <.dass shade stood
Hand on a rmind tab!

le ,<rrale: a. vase -( artiiicial

111 ion on the jiart of the retired

on a console, and a lifpieur

e covered with n cloth. Ii was evident

was a conce-sion to

ironmoiiiTtT, who rarelv

'in the unused look oi' the room that it

fccived visitors.
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His own room was as bare as that of a monk or an old
soldier, the two men who iiiako thu truest estimate of life h,
the aleovo a holy-water stoup eaiight the evo, a pr..foundlv
touching' confession of faiih in a I{ei)iii,liean stoic
An old woman came in to .1.. the work of the establishment •

but so -,,,,t was i'illerault's reverence for w.miaiikind that
he would not allow her to clean his shoes, and made an ar-
rangement with ii shoeblack.

His costume was plain, and never varied. lie alwavs wore
a coat and bn eches of blue cl.,th, a cotton waistcat, a white
cravat, an.l very low walkinjr-shoes ; and on hi-h davs and
holi.la\s a coat with met^d buttons. He rose, breakfasted
went out, dined, and returned home when the evenin<' was
OH>r ^Mth the strictest r.-nlarit.v, for a methodical life con-
duces to health and len-th of days. Cesar, the Kairons, and
the Abbe [.oraux always avoided the subject of politics ; those
ot his ow^^ circle knew better than to court attack bv tryin--
to convert him. Like his nephew and the P -ms,' he put
great faith in Koguin

; for him a notary of Pa;-, was always
a being to he venerated, and probitv incarnate. Jn th- matter
of the building land, Pillerault had examined it so thor-
oughly, that the remembrance of his invest i^rat ions had given
Cesar moral support in the c-ombat with his wife's fore-
bodings.

As Cesar climbed the seventy-two steps of the stairs which
led to the brown doorway of his unch'-s rooms, he thou<'ht
within himself that the old man must l-.e very hale to "go
up and down them daily without a murmur. Ke found
the coat and breeches hanging on a peg outside, and ^fme
Vaillant busv rubbing and brushing them; while tlie phil-
osopher himself, in his gray flannel dressing-gown, was
bnaktasting by the fireside, and conning the reports of par-
Inunentary debates in the Vonstitatwnuel or the Journal
du ('iittuncrce.

"The affair is settled, uncle." said Cesar; ''thev are just
about to draft the documents: but if vou have any doubt«
or regret about it, there is still time to cry off."
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Wliy should r cry oft'? It is a ^'ood \nvvii of business,

lut it tal<('f, .sonic time to realize, like everything that is

-:i.. My fifty thousand fraTics an lying at the hank; the
'-! iii-talineiit nf live thousand francs for my business was

ji.tiil in yesterday. As for the Itagons, they are putting
,i'i I hat they have into it."

"Why. how do they live'"'

•.\i\er mind: they live, at all event.^."

-I understand you. uncle," said Birottcau, deeply
t.iiiched, and he grasjied the austere old man's hands tigiitly

in his.

"What are von going to do about this business?" Pille-

nn:':! a-ked abrii])tly.

•
1 iiall take three-eighths; you and the Ragons will take

• iM eighth ijetween you; 1 .shall credit you with the amount
iM iiiv hooks until they decide the (luestion of the deeds."

ie)uii: Are you so very rich, my boy, that you pay
(ioui! three hundred thousand francs? It looks to me as
li.ough you were risking a good deal of money outside your
I'li-iiic-s: won't till' i)usiiiess suifer? After all, it is your
'ivvn atl'air. If you are pulled up, here are the funds at

!!i!!'t\: I could sell out two thousand francs in consols.

'I.ikr care, though, my boy: if you come to me, you will be
layinir hands on your girl's fortune."

"Tnele, you say the kindest of things as if they were a
mailer of course: it goes to my heart to hear you."

"•ieiieral Foy ttniched me after another fashion just now!
'li'-iv. at all events, it is settled. The building lots won't
t!'. away: we shall have them for half their value: and even
•I we -lunild have to wait si\ years, there will still be some-
tiiiii'.'- in the way of interest: timber-yards would pay rent,
^o we cannot lose. There is only one thing, and that is im-
i".--ih|(>— Knrriiin will not run away with our capital

"

' liiif that is what niv wife said last night; she is

"That Roiriiin will run off with our money," said Pille-
r.iii!i. laughing; "and why?"

r
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"Well, >hv ^ilys ^ll( ducsn"! like the cut (if liis features;
and, like all men ulu) caiinui liavc wotiK'H, lie is frantic
i'or

"

An mrivdiildns stnilc stole over PilliTaultV face; he tore
a leaf (lilt (if a little lindk. filled in the amount, and signed
Ids iiiinie.

'Here, this i< an (irdcr on the hank for a hundred thou-
sand fr.iiii-, fnr IJaLKin's ^hare and mine. Those poor
]ieople. thmi-h, to make uji the money, sold out their fifteen
shares in the \\dris( hin mines to your worthless roj:ue of a
dii 'i'illrt. (i.Mid |.(,iple in sore stniit>; it ^'oes to one's heart
to see it. And Miih -(1.1(1 peopl(. they are, Mich nohle people,
the thiwer of the old-fa.-hioned houi-L'i oi>ie. in fact I Their
hrother I'opinot, tlu' jud,i:e, knows nothin.LT alioiit it, ;hey
are hidin<: their alTairs from him, lest they >liuuld hinder
him ffnin ;iivin;r free eour-e to his heiievolence. People
wlio have worked as 1 did for thiriv vears—~""

"(iod ^M-ant that the Comajren Oil" sueeeeds!" cried Rirot-
teau, "and I .-hall he douhly pleased, (iood-day. uncle;
you are coming; to dine with us on Sunday wiili the Hagons
and Ko^Miin, and M. Chijiaron is comin.i:, for we are all ^'oing
to si^'ii the papirs the day after to-morrow; to-morrow will be
Friday, and I (hurt want to do iius

"'

'"IV) you really helieve in those siijier-li'tions?"

"r shall never helieve that the day when ;lie S,,n of God
was put to death hy men can he a lucky day, uncle. Why?—people >ioji all hiisiness even on the -Jl^l of January."

"<!ood-hye til! Sunday," said I'illeraiilt ahruptlv.
"If it wereirt for his political opinion-,"' -ai(l Pdrottoau

to himself, as he went downstairs a.irain, "I do not know
where they would 11 nd his e(inal here liehiw. What are
jiolilics to him!- lie would ::et on \ery nicelv without
thinking of them at all. Mis infatiiati(m >hnws that no
one is i)erfect.—Three o'clock already!" .-aid Cesar, as he
I'titered Ids shop.

".\re you going to take these hills, sir?" a>ked (.'elestin,

holding out the unihrcdia-dealer's colleetion of liiHs.
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"Yet-, at >i\ |KT (flit, no coininission.—Wife, piil out all

rnv thin^^^ ivii<l\ for me; I am ^.'oiii;,' to call on M. Vauquelin,
y>\i know wliv. Aiiove all tilings, a white cravat."

Hirotteau -a\e >,,nie unirr^ to his assistants; he did not
)'< I'nimint, gues.-c(l that his future partner had pone to
(In-,- lor the visit, and ucnt up at once to his own room,
uhf tv the Div-.l.ii Madonna met his eves in a magnificeut
I'lamc. according: to ln> orders.

"Well, it louks fine, doesn't it ?"

••U'liv. pajia, say it is beautiful, or people will laugh at
\nn."

"Here is a frirl for you that scolds her father! .

Will, for my own j)art, J like Hero iiini LnmJrr quite as
i;iu(li. The Minlniiiia is a re]i,Lrious >ui)ject. which could
!» Iiun^r up in an oratory; iiut /frro ami l.raiidrr! Ah I I
uill hiiy it. for the tlask of oil suggestei] .some ideas to me."
"Hut 1 don't understand, jiapa."

"Virtrinie, call a eali!" shouted Cesar, in a voice that
miii: tlirou<:li the htni.-e. He had finished shaviiii:, and tJio

.-!.v Ansclm(> Topinot apjieared, dra,<:-ing his feet, for he
liiMiight of Cesarinc. He had not discovered as yet that
ii'' w;i> not lame in tlie eyes of his lady-love, a sweet proof
of love, which only those to whom fate has given .•^omo

i"dily deformiiv can receive.

"The press will be in working order to-morrow, sir." ho
,-;iii|.

"Very well. What is the matter, Popinot ?" asked Cesar,
s'TJiig Ansclme's flushed face.

"I am .^o glad, sir; I have found a place, a front and
Im'k sliop. and a kitchen, and the rooms aI)ove, and a store-
r.'oiii. a]l for twelve hundred francs a year, in the Rue des
'. 'nHj-Diamants."

"We must have an eighteen years' lease of it." said Rirot-
iciiii. "But let us go to M. Vauijuelin. and we can talk on
!' way.' and Ceyar and l'o|iinol drove nway under the eves

'< the assistants, who were at a loss what to think of siieli

liagnifieeut attire, and so unusual a jiortent as a cab, igno-

I
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rant n.-; ihvy were df the iiiiglity mutters ilial occiiiiicd the

owner of tlif (Jitiin nf h'asrs.

"So wp ^ha!l Mxm know the truth al>oiit tlii- ha/.il-iiutrf
!"

said the iioifurncr.

"Ila/.cl-mit'' !'" ([iioried I'opinnt.

"A'ou liavc my srcrct, INiiiiiiot," said tlic [MTfumcr; "I
Ii't sliji the \\<ir(l •ha/.c!-iiiits,' and (hat tells even thiiij.'.

IJa/el-nut nil is ihe noly nil which prdiluies an\ elTeet on
the hair: im other hou<e lias thoiij^lit nf it. When I saw the

print of Jhro and /.nuhlrr, 1 >aid to nivself. Mf the

aiieieiii.- |iiii -o iiiiK h oil oil their heads, there must have
I)(-en >ome r<'a>nn for it,' for the aneieiits are the ancients!

In spite of modern pretensions, I am of i'loihau's opinion

ahont the ancients. I'rom that I came to ilie idea of hazel-

nuts, thanks to younj,' I'ianclion, the medic.-il >tiideiit, vour
rthitive; he told me that the stu(]ents at the Kcle put hazel-

nut oil on their moustaches and whiskers to make theni

prow. .Ml we want now is tlie illustrious M. \aui|uelin's

approval. Knlightened hy him, we shall not deceive the

P"hlic. Only just now I wa? over in the Mar'et huyimr the

raw material of a sale-woman there: and in nother 7no-

nient I shall he in the presiMice of one of the -n ite-t scien-

tific men in France for the rinintessence of the matter.

There's seii-e in proverhs— extremes lU'^et. Trarle is the

intermediary lietween vesretahle products an 1 ( icnce. voii

Fee. my hov ! .\iiLreli(pie Madou collects tl ' material, M.
Vanqn(din di-tils it, and we -ell an essence. Ilaz(d-nuts

are worth five sons the pound. ^\. \'au(]uelin will increase

their value a hundred-fold, and we >hall perhai)s do a ser-

vice to hnnianity; for if vanity is a y)la£rue of man, a jjood

cosmetic is a heneflt.''

The devout admiration with which Popinot listened to

the father of his Tesarine stitnnlated "Rirotteau's eloquence;

he indulged in the crudest rhetorical display that a phil-

istine's hrain can devise.

"Be reverent. .Anselme." he <aid. as tliev reached the

street in .vhich Vauquelin lived; "wo are about to enter
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till' >;niilu;in of .•.ciciKc. I'lU tliv Mdiluinia ill evideni'o,

iiNt wiihuul itiiikiii;,' a |iariii!c 'if it, on a cliair in tlie diii-

inir-rodin. If only I can manage to .-ay wliat 1 want to say

uiiiiuiit iiiiikini:' a iiiiiddli' of it I" iji'wd IJirottfaii artlcs-sly.

i'"|'iinit. iliat mail iiroiluccs a clifmical cITrrt on me. tlio

-( mill of hi- voice makes me (luilc liot insidi-, and e\i'n jrives

iiii ,1 >lii:lit lolic. lie is my Ix-nefactor, Aiiselme, and in a

!' >\ iiiiiiiite- he will he your luMiefaetor too."

r.ipinoi iiinied cold at the words, set down Ids foot arf

if he wei'e treadinj^ oil ei,';.'s, and looked uneasily round the

room.

M. \'aii(|iielin was in his study when liirotteau was an-

iii'UiKcd. The inan (d' science knew that the [lerfiimer wa.-i

:i dejiuly-mayor am! in hiudi favor; lie received his vi>itor.

".^o you do not fori^'ct me now that you are so hisli up

in t!ie uorld," he -aid; '"well, between a ciiemist and a pcr-

fnnirr there is hut a liand's-Lreadth."

.\l.isl there is a ^'reat distance lietween your geniu.s and
.1 plain man like me. sir; and as for \^hat you call 'l)ein<^

li!j!i n|i in the world." it is all owin<r to you. and I shall

]u-\iT forLTi^t it Ml tliis world or tlie nc.\t."

<)hl in the ne.\t wc siial! all he ('(]ual they say, cobblorn

:inil kin<:s."

" Thai is to -ay. tlios(> kings and cobblers who have lived

|iiou-ly."" remarked Bin<tteau.

'|s this your son?" asked VauqiKdin. lookinir at little

l''!iinot. who was lieyond expression amazed to find notliing

i-\' raordinary in tli(» study, ife had expected to see pro-

'liL'ious marvels, giant engines, vivified substances, and
iiii'tal- flying about.

"\n. -ir; hut he is a young man in whom f am very much
!r!iere-t,i(|. and he ha- come to entreat your goodn(>-s. which
:- ei|ual to vour talent, and is it not infir.ite?" remarked

I'l'mtteau diploniatically. "AVe have come, after an interval

''' -ixteen years, to consult yon a second time on a matter
"i imiiortance. concerning which T ara. as ignorant as a

perfinner."
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"Li't us hear jil)()iit it. What is it?"
"I know ihai III,. Mibjtrt of hair ,„-,..i|.i.s vour mVhIs

and tliat vmi art.' (hvniin- vu.irM.lf [., th.. aruilv^is ..f tl,,.

Kubstaiuv! Uhih. sou has,, h.vii thinking f„r glurv. I have
hirri tliiiikiii;: too t'lir iradr."

"I».ar M. I'.iioltraii. what -Jo you want of ni.'—an analysia
of liair !'

"

ilf Iniik ii[i a loii-c >hcct.

^

"I .-nil ahniii i„ rra.i a papor before th- Aca.h'niic dc^
N<-iciu-,.>. h,. u.Mit on. "Hair is coinpos...! of a sui„..what
hirj,'(. pp.p.^rtion of niufii,.-, a lilHc ooh.rl.-s oil. a hir.'er
proporlion ,,f (lark-.:nrni.-h oil. and inm ; I lli„| a certain
anioiini „f ,,^uU of nian-anc.^r, and of j)ho>phat,. of limo,
and trace- of carlionat.. <d' lini.', and silica: >ulphur enters
hir;:ely into its .oiiip,,,Mii,,ii. Tiie pr(.[,ortion> in which tlu-e
'liflercnl Mihvtaiices are present varv. and so ,au.-e the dif-
ferent e.dorin-^ nf hair. IM hair, for e.xainph.. on analvsis
.viehU nuieh more (d' the dark green oil than the other kinds
give."'

Cesar and I'opinot opened their eves hidiernii.<lv wide
"Xme things.-* cried I'.irotteau. ""What, are there motal.Q

and oils in hair? It takes the word of a man like vou. whoi
I venerate, to make m.. JK-Iieve it. How extraordinary
• • '"'! i>^ great, .M. \'aii(iue!in."

"Hair is produced hy a follicular oriran." the great chem-
ist oontinued; "a folli.d.. is a sort of hag open at both ends;
'"' "" '""' •''"' i' '^ connected with nerves and hlood-vessels'
and the hair issues from the other, .\ccordinir to some of
«»nr learned associates, one of whom is M. ,le jilainville, the
liair IS dead mati,^ expelled fr,,iii the .sac or Pecretin<r .rland
which IS full (,f a ]mlpy ti>sue."

^ ^

"It IS like perspiration in .>;ticks, as vou miglit .«ay,"
erierl |'<,pi,iot, for which tlie i)erfumer pnmipljy kicked his

m
t

sliin.-.

Aaiupielin smiled at I'opinot's notion. On this, '•He has
eapacitv, hasn't he:-" said (V-ar. looking at I'opinot. "Rut
if hair is dead, to hegin with. sir. you can't po.-sihlv restore it.
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Am] it is iill over \utlt us I IIt pro.-pfi'lus is nonsfiisf
iImiiI know how I'liimy the public is; vnu can't go and toll

ou

That thorc is a rulihisli hciip on their licads," miid T
r.iil. trviiig to make \'au(|uc!in huigh
"Am aerial catacunib,"' r.'turncd tli

liii' ji)kc,

opi

au'aiM.

^t. kic chciiiist, keeping up

And I le nuts tliat arc bouLrht I" ( ricd Hwot tcau, with a
livrlv .-cri>c (d" the pecuniarv loss. "Hut wh} do they

'h'eas.-ure voursclf," said \'

mil' secret for

UKiuclin, smiling. "I see

prrvcntiiig the liair fnini falling out or
tiiriiiiig gray is the luatlcr in (piesti(ui. Li.-tcn ; here are
my cMiiciu-ioiis after all my researches."

r^jiinnt pricked up his ears at this like a startled leveret.
"The blanching n{ the fibres, dead or alive, i< in mv

"piiiKUi, produced by an interruption of tiie .secretion of th
>'>!oriiig matter; this theory would e\[)lain tiie fact that
f ir b-;ii'iiig animals in cnld elirmitcs turn whit
!i_'liter color at the beginning of winter."

ionie

e or some

"llni : J'opiiu>t.

'it is evident,"' ^
ir is due to sudd

cininnambient air-

luquelin continued, "that the change of
en change in the temperature of the

f'lrrumanibient, Topinot—nund that! mind that:'" cried
-ar.

Vcs," said Vau(iuelin, "to alternations of cold and heat,
"I- t'> interior phenonicmi. wlii.li produce the same effect.
>>. in all [irobability. lu adaclu'S and other local affections
di-ipate the fluid or licrange the secretions, 'jdie inside of

ad is the doctor's province. As for the outside,
y-wr c'lsmctics iiv all

put on
moans.

Well.

'.Wl.ll \ou

ir," said Birotteau, "now 1 can breathe again after
say. 1 thought of scllin-r the oil of hazel-nut.-^,

]• iMi'iiihcnng the use the ancients made of oil for their hair

;

the ancients are the ancients, I am of Roil
V. ny did wrcstlertj oil th

eau s opinion.
eniselves-
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'•OllVr-nll Wnll!,l (I., ,,||,|,. i,> wn! ;|^ nil ,.f liaz,!-mits."'
wild Vini,jii.liM. uIm lu.i [Mi, I II,, iiitnitiMii i., Hiruiiraii's
rriimrk-. "Ans ,„i ui|| ,i,, ,,, ,„,,,,,., ,1,,, i,.,,,. j,,,,,,^ ^^^^^^^

OIltsKi.- inlllirlic- illJIiri.Pll-. tn tll.> Mlli^aiHo uhlrli it c,,!,.

taillS III |,nM.'-s nf fnlliiallon; ill ,-,,iirM. nlMcpuMt, Wm .I1..M1-
ists would -jiv rcrliiij.- \,,ii arc ri-lit ; ih,. .-.•iilial <>il uf
liiizcl-iiiit.^ i> an irnianl. >n |iii|Mi\iivn ..i;.- i,,],] ,,ir, | will
try t.i lind mil ihr dillVrni,-,. Immuccm ualiuil and iMvch-iiut
oils, cdl/a. iili\f. and mi Inrih."

'•'riini I am iint iiii>takrii." I'.initt.aii .v.lainird trimnpli-
aiiliy. -and a j:nai man hears inc niil m mv <.|iiiiioii. Ma-a-
nar is dun,, f,,,-: Macassar, sir. is a to.m'ctir ilav j:i\,. voii,
tliat is. M.ll vnu. and s..|| very dear, tc in.ik.' v,,ur hair -mu."'

'•My dear M. I'.irottcaii." said Va'!.|ucliii". "tlirrc a7v imt
two oiiiucs of oil of Maca.-sar in Ilur..],... Oil ,,f ^Fa,ass^r
prndiicrs not the sliLdilot cITc-t on hair. The Malavs will
pay Us \vci;rht in pAd f„r it. h.rausc of its siipjMscd pre-
wTvativo action on the jiair, not kiK-uin^r that whale oil is
•juite as ;,r,„„|. \,, power clieinical or diviiu "

"Oh: divine -do not say that. ^[. VaiKjiu'lin."
"Why. my dear sir. Cn.Vs lir^t law i> eoiij'ormitv with

niiiiself: without unity then- is n(. power
"

"Oh. looked at in that way "

"No power uhatevcr can make the hair -row on a hald
hoad. and you cannot dye white o-- red hair without dan-er;
hi!t you will do no harm, ano tiice >.,ill he no imud in extol-
liiif,' your oil. and I think that those who use it iiULrht pre-
serve tlicir liair."

"Do you think that the Royal Aeadeinv of Science would
approve it 'f"

"Oh! it is no discovery." said M. Vauquclin. "And he-
Bldes. quacks hav<. taken ihe name of the A.Mdernv in vain
eo often, that it would not help yon at all. Mv c..nscien
will not allow me to lo.,k on oil of hazel-nuts as a'prodicry "

"What would he the host way of extractinir it. hv pr'essuro
or hy decoction?" a>ked Hirotieau.

"You will obtain the most oil hy pressurj between two hot

•nee
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piMi.-; hut if tho jilat.-s i.iv .ol.l. it will 1„. nf I.c^t (lualitv.
Ii M.iJii lu 1„. „|.pli,.,l to tlic .km it.clf. and imt nihl.r.1 ,nt.)
til" liai'-,"' (•oritiimed \'aii(|iiciiii good-natiircdlv, "or the »'fTect
Will |.,' lo.-t."

-Mnid V..11 roiiKinlxr tlii , Popinot." ,siid Hirott.'au. as
I I- l.n,. i!u.-1i.m1 „p with Miilui^iasni.—"Yr.u sc,. m |,iiii, sir,

.1 '..iin;; mail who will n , koti this day among tho grrat days
-t ill, hf... II,. knew and ivsrrcd yni hoUn-v he iiad xm'ti
;."ii. Ah! we often talk of vou at hom,. ; a nam.- that is

aiw.i.Ns in Ihu heart coinrs oft, n t.. the lips. We prav fvci v
'liv for vou. niy wife and dau-ht.r and I, as ut- ought to do
f'T our LiiiL'factor."

• It is too nuich for so little." said \au.)uelin, eniharra-sod
i .. ihe f»erfunier's vohihle gratitude.

"Tut, tut, tut!" said Hirotteau. '-Vou cannot hinder us
!'-.!n loving you, you who will accept nothing from mo. Vou

•
iiv like the sun; you .shed light around you, and those on
"''III it shiiK's can do nothing for you in return."

I'!"' man of science rose, smiling, to his feet; Birotteau
i^d An.'-elme I'opinot rose al>n.

•i-ook round. .\n.<elme; take a good look at this study. If
}"<! uil! allow him, sir? Your time i.s .s., valuahle, perhaps
.'!' «ill n.'ver come here again."

Well, ;ire you satisfied with your liu.-iness?" asked
Vni(|uelin, turning to liirotteau; -fo'r, after all. we are both
I'f :!- men of husines.s-

"

•i'retty well, sir," sai<i Hiroiteau, going towards (he din-
ini:-ro(,ni. whither Vaucpielin followi-d him; '-hut it will take
:i -T.at deal of capital to start this oil und.'r the name of
'

" 'ma'/i'U Ks.eence
"

"'Ks-;enoe' and Toniagen" .nr two words that cl.ish. Call
y-iir co-^inetie Birotteau's Oil ; (,r if you have no mind to blaze
}

'iir name abroad, take another ^Whv, there is the Dres-
•!••! Madonna.

. . . Ah! M. Birotteau, vou mean us to
fall out at parting."

'M. Vauquelin," said the perfumer, taking both the chem-
ist ^ hands in his, "the scarce print has no value save for the

It

4-
-at

f
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persistent ell'ni'i- \\liHii I ii;i\|. ,ii;M!i' \n lliiil ii; all CTiiiaii}'
liii.- hecii raii-;irkr(i (nv a |!r(,(i|' l,(t'tiiv IcittT- nti liiiiiii jiaper;
I knew _\nu Ul-lii ,| !,, Iia\i. il, voll UCIV tun \t\:-\ III lirncure

it yourself, so J have taki'ii it upon iny-elf to l>f your a,i,a'nt.

Plca>e aeeepl, tiui a jialiry print. I.ui tlie ranic^i etl'orts,

tile care, ami jiaiii:- uhiih pni\r a ImmiikIK'.-- ile\otinn. I

slioiih] lia\(' Imvii ;.r|a.| if you ha^l waiiicd >oiiie Mihslanccs
that could only !» fouml in tlic depihs of an aii\>s. that I

nii<rlit eonu' l" idl you. IIitc they are: \\.' haw .-o mauv
chaiiees to I),- fni'Moiten. Id nie put iiiy>i'lf. mv \vil\', and
dau;,diter. and ihc .^oii-in-lau- u hom ! ,-ha!l ha\e',,ne dav. all

h(d'ore uiiii- cyo ; and >ay lo umr-elf when \on >ee the Ma-
donna, "I'here are hoiirM folk who ihiuk of nie.'

"

"I accept it." siiil \'au<|uc!in.

I'opiiiot and Uiroticau wiped ihcir evi's. so much moved
were they hy the kind tou( in whidi the chcnii-l r-poki'.

"Will you carry your kindness yet further?" asked the
perfumer.

"What is it r" asked \'auipielin.

"I am invitinj: a few (,{' my friends— (here he raised him-
self on ti])toe. hut hi> face assumed a huiuhle expression)—
])artly to celehrate the lilHTaliou ,,r the xhI. and partlv on
the oeca>ion id' my .)wn promotion to t!ie Li'lhou of llouor."
"Aha!" said \'aii(pielin in astorn-hment.

"It may he thai I ha\e shewn my>elf worthy of this sig-

nal iiKirk of royal fa\or. ly diM-haruin,ir my fiinciions at the
Consular 'i^'ihnnal. and l,y !i_dilin:: for the linurhons on the
ste[.s of Saint-ii'ochV Church mu the l:!ih of Vcndemiairo,
when I was wonmlcii hy \apole..n. . . . M\ wife is

givin.LT a hall on Sunday in tweniv dav-' time; will ,,.u c.ime
to it, sir':- Do us the Imndr id" dii'iin-- with u- on that (hiv:
and for my own par!, it will he a-^ if thev hail -iv.n me tlie

Cross twice. I will write \i, von m piud time."
"Very well, yes." said \'aii(pie!in.

".My heart is >wtdlin,i: \\iih p!e,-i.-i:re." cried the perfumer
when they were in the -treet. -j;,. will e,.me to mv house'
I :nu afraid that I l:a\e nr-niien what he said ahout hair;
do you remember it, I'opniiot

':'
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•Vfs. ^ir, and in twenty yi'ar:^' turn' 1 -hall st ill ruijiouibor

, "A ;j:n'al man. that he is! What
g tr.inunl" cxclaiiiu'd Hirottoau. ••|I

nil. lif read niir ilidu^hts ai

liiakf a 1 lean «ci'|) of M;

iiiM;;hl and what pene-
( Went slraii^ht to the

'Hire, aiid .-llowcd iij how to
cas.-ar ()

ii.iir •'VI'

il. Ah . iiothiii'' can make
.11 ,.^•:— -a; '> Ilial IS a lu I'

iMiiif itJiiJi .III- -ra

'[iinnt, tluTe is a

.-I \ lil o ( 't

i).
So k't Us hv al thr factory by

'-iii'irriiA morniiu
vw' will n k(. till' oil. 'i'iirrc is

Ik- nuts wdl conic in, and

uill do; it Would Ijc all

no use in his .-avin- tiiat ai

li.if. If t.

o\cr wiih us if the piildic k

y

it-Tc were not a liitlc hazel-nut ud and
new

-cent in
Mis e"mpnMiion of ours, what cxcu-c should we have for
i'-'iiu^ 11 al ihree or fuiir francs for a> nianv ounces?"
And you arc to he decorated, sir!" said roj)inot. "What

"l'"i- ci>mnic''cc. isn't it. my ho\ r""

<'''-nr r.irotteaii. .Mire of a fortune. looke<] so triumphant,
^'il l!i'' assiMant- noticed his expression, ami made sii:ns to
';'''' '"'"'• ''"• 'l"' ^iP!"'"-'"icc of a cah. an.l tlie fa.t that

I'";"
' .]'U>yi'r an.l hi. ca>hier had .han-ed their clothcvs.

li'i'l ^i\<'n rise to the wild,>i ima-iiiin--. The verv evident
-..!>ia.iion ..f the pair, revealed l,y the diplomatic irlanees
•

'v' :i;m.uvd hetwecti them, and the h,)pefiil eves that roi)inot
''''•"'' ""'•* '" '"'i''' "" <'e.~annc. annoihiee'd thai som. im-
"•'!''"" '-v'tit was imminent, and confirmed the a.-.-istaiits'
.':i-!H.iun-. The smalle.-i chaiKv eveius in their hu-v and
-:!nn-t ncma>iie live> uere as i!iicre-tiii- to them as to any
'i-'n.r m >olitaiw cunlineinent. .Mine. Ces-ir's face ( foV
-'- iv jH.iided douht fully I,, the Olympian looks lu^r husband
•''""I on her) portended some new devcl.,pnien( in the hnsi-
'"' '"' •''• <")> "'''<''• time .Mme. Cesar would have h(>en
"'':"'.' '"''lent.—Mme. Cesar, who was so hli,l,e over a
-•";' 'l^i.v. and to-day the takin^rs had amounted to th.' extra-
'•'•^'i'n-y Mini of six thousand francs: some ,,!d out>tandintf

-lilt- had l.>e.-n paid.

'!!' diiiinir.foom and the kitchen were both on the niezza-
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nine lliinr. where Ce.sir ainl Con.-timee hud Hn.mI during tho
}ir>t vear.- id' their married liTe. Thi:- diniii--riKi;ii^ whore
thi'ir iioiicyiiKMUi had lieeii .-[leiit, looked Hke a little drawini,'-

rooiu. The kitchen windows looked out into a little yard;
a )iassa,i:e separated the two rooms, and gave access to the
staircase, contrived in a corner (d' the l)ack->hop.

HagiKt tlie errand hoy looked after the shop while they sat

at dinner; l)ui u lu'n dessert afijnared. the assistants went
down^tair- again, and left ('e>ar and ids wife and daughter
to finisii their meal hy the lire.-ide. '|'hi> tradition had been,

lianded down from the days of the Ifagons, who had kept up
all the old-fa>hioned cu,-tom- ami n.-ages in full vigor, and
W't the same enormous distance between themselves and the
assistants that formerly existed iietueen masters and apjjren-
tices. Cesarine or Coii-tancc would then pivpjire tlie cup of

cotfee. which the perfumer took in a low chair hv tlie fire.

It was the hour when Cc.-ar tojd his wife all the small news of
the day : he would tell her anything that lie had seen in Paris,

or what tliey wrre doing in the Faulxmrg du 'reniple, and
about the dillicullie> that aro-e there.

"Tins is certainly one of the most nien!oral)le days in our
lives, wife!" he began, when tlu' assistants had gone down-
stairs. 'I'he ! .izt'l-nuts have been bought, the hydraulic press

will be rea lor v.ork to-morrow, the imitter of the building
hinds lias invii coiichided. And, while I think of it. just put
away this ordi.i' on the iiank." lu' went on, handing over to

her Pilleraull's draft. "'I'he redec oration of the rooms, our
new rooms, ha- been settleil.— Dear me! I saw a very queer
man to-day \v the ('our l'>atavel"

And he told the women about M. ^fojineux.

"I -e(>."" his wife broke in. in the middle of a tirade, "that
you will have to pay two hnndre(l thousand francs I"

•'I'nic. my wife." said the perfumer, with mock liumility.
"(ioo.l Lord I and how are we to jiay it? for the building
land> near tlie .Made]. .inc. that will be the finest (juarter in

J'ari- <nnie day, must be taken as worth nothing."
"Some day, Cesar.

"
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irar. iliMi'!"— 1 K' continued hi.- jnkc—"my llir«'-ei,i,'hth3

_vrar>* time. And howHilly i)L' worth a iniJIinn m ^i.\

\\v pay two hundrt'd tliousaiid I'r; mc: -ki'd ('(''Siir,

in^^ as thou^di ho witc a^diast. "Well, we will pay it with
and he tlrew froiii hi.- pocket one of Mnie. Madou's

•M/i'I-nut.s which he had earefidly kept.

ile held it up between his ihuinl) and finder. Consti -e

-.::d nothiiijr; but Cesarine, whose curiosity was tickled,
I'loii-ht her father his cup of eoifec with a "Ccinie. now. papa,'
lie \i)u jokin;:?''

T!i'' pcrfiuner, like his assistant,-^, had notice,] the ^dances
('liynot had given Cesarine during dinner; he meant to clear
'i]> his susi)icions.

"Well, little girl, thi.* hazel-nut is to work a revolution
lii tile house. There will be one less under our roof after to-
night."

Cesirine l(»oked straight at her father, a.s who should say,
"What is that to nie?"

"i'opinot is going away."
Ahliough ("esar was a jmor ob.servor, although hi.- remark

ii.i'i I'een meant to pn^pare the way for the announcement of
ilie new firm of A. Popinot and ('onipany, as wdl as for a
Imp for his daughter, his father's tenderness told him the
M' ivt of tl:e vague emotions which sprang up in the girl's
h'-arl. ami hlo-somed in re(l upon her cheek and brow, bright-
'iiiiig lier eyes before they fell. Cesar thought at once t"hat
."-'iiie word had been exchanged between Ce-ariiie and I'opinot.
X-thing of the kind had happened: the boy and girl under-
stnn,l each other, after the fashion of shy young hner.-, with-
"ii! a Word.

There are moralists who hold that love is the mo^t involun-
i-^-v. th(> most disinterested and least calculating of all pas-
.-loiis. a mother's love always e.\cej)ted. a doctrine which con-
tains a gross error. The larger part of mankind inav he
;gniiraiit of their motives; but any sympafhv. physic al or
"i-ntal. is none the less based upon calculations made !.v

rain or heart or animal instincts. Love is cs.<ent;; dlv an
8

t1
1.

1'
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f^ok^dcal aii.vIi.Mi, and r-disin iinj.lir. i,n,f,Miial .alciilaUoi
i-ur tin. ,,nirr of i,ini,l uhieli i^ ,mi: '^qnv^.rd hv ,niiuar^^
mul viHl.l,. .vMili., ,1 niav sr,,,.

. .pruhaM.. c;,. unusual
^""« '^'•"

• 1 '• '""" '-Ml-ham. ,1 ^hould li,„l favnr ,„
tlwvvv. ol ,, iHaiUif,.! ^irl l,k,. (V.-.innr; and v,; ,i wa^ ,.nh
whal nu-lil l„. ,.xj„,ud froM, ,1„. uurk,,,-. mI' the l,„umooi^
'"""i HI inaltr.v of .nuiniriii. Th,. , .xp|anati„n u-..ul.l ac-
*'""" ""• "!'"' ",arna-.- ihai aiv a mn-tanl -nunv of
aMia/..i,„.nt \n .uilookor.-, 1m.|v,,vii tall or l.raiinful u„i,irP
and in-i-Mili,anl iiu-n. or uiiru >,„„, udl-rown .-trinlin-
iiiarru.s somr u-lv linl,. crraliuv.

''

For a n.auallV,-nM!u,il,aMyi,luM,aldrronnitv be it a dub
lent. lain.MK's.-. a huii.b-lM.k. r.r.-Hv,. u-iinr^>. ".put. blemish
'" '''>lip"vin..iil. Ko-,1, n's inlinn.M. .„• oUlt anomalous
alffctmn for uh;,h hi> pro-cniior> aiv not rr-ponMb!... ih.Tc
an- bui two (our-r> op,.„

; hv njii.-l ciilur niakr hini>clf frarcd.
or cuhnalc an cMpiiMio goodnc.-—ho (annot aironl to st.vr
an iindc.idod middlo rour,-o \>r\\u,-u iho Iwo i-\iivino> like tlic
rr.-t of hui.ianilu 'I'ho fir.-i aUornatixo iv,pinv> talont. L'^nius.
or force -frharaeior; for a man can only inspire terror by hiJ
power to do harm, i.npo-,. respect l,y \u. ircniu-. or eoinpel
IVar by Ins prodi.-,ou. wit. In the .econd' he .-indies to be
adored: h.^ lends him.-elf admirably to f.njiinine tvranny.
and IS wi.-cr m l.,ve than others of irreproachaide phvsicai
proporiioii-.

Anselnie I'opinoi had been bn.u-ht up l,v the ^^ood Ra<rons
iipn-ht eiti/ci,s ,,f the bcM type, an.) by I'l,. uni-1,. the jud<ro—acour.M'of trainin- which, with liis in-enuous and religious
iiatiire. hatl led him lo redeem his .-!i-hi deformitv by tin-
]icrfe<li,„i .d' 111.- ehara( b r. C.m.-iance and (V-ar. -'truck l)y
a di.-po>itio,i wlnCh make< youth .-o attractive, had often
iwaiMMJ .\n,-eimc in (V-arine-,- hearing:. With all tlieir narrow-
ness 111 oih, r f,-.-pecis. ihi< .-hopkcepcr and lij. wife pos.-essed
iiobdily of -oul and beans that were ,pii,-k to .•omprehend.
T lu'ir praises found an echo in the -jrl".- ,,wn heart : in .spito
of her incxp,Ti.'nce. she read in .Vn-elme's frank eves a pas-
non that k- always llaiicrin- no matter what the age, rank,
or ligure of the lover may be.
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l.iillf I'l.iniiut. iiwi hciiiL: a ucll->!ijijiL'd man, had all the
ii-iv r. i.-oii.- U>v li.viiij: a woman. Shduld she In: fair, he
u.iiild i.,' lifi- liiMT till hi.- dyiiii; da) ; lovi' would give him
.in:!iilinii ; he UMiild Udik iiiiii-clf i(. (k'iith In lllal^<• his wil'c

iipjn: he would -ullVr hi-f lo lio tlu' jovcR'i^Mi iiii.-Hv.-s ul'

'- li'iiuc: anil Ikt ciiipirc oVcr i.ini would hi' houiidl. .-.-<.

Thi.-. (Tudclv >taifd. i.- |KTh;i|>.- what C't'.<ariiic thouudil.
i;i. iiiiMiou.-lv uiihiu hri'scll': -he iiad had a hirdV-evr ^dini|).-e

I'f ihc liar\c.-ts of lovf, and Aw had d'-iwn her own infor-
'!:r.-: hfT niothrr'.- ha|i|ii]n>> ua.- uiidc her f}f.-, r-hc wi>iu'd

!; nihrr hlV i\,v luT-i'lf; in^lincMvcIv ,-ho di.-ciTni'd m
.\'-iluii' another ('('',-ar. [Miliidicil \>\ o(lu<ai.on, as shi- hersflf

'^i I'l't'ii- III her drcani>. i'o|iinol ua- the inavor of an
;irr..uili-oinrnt, and >hr likrd to ima.LTiiir luT.-rlf askin.i,' for
H:i.M rifitions to cliaiilic^ in Iht di>tricl. a.~ ';cr own mother
H'i III liic i)ari>h of Sainl-l.'och. And .-o at Im^lh .-he for^^.t

llii.i one of J'opinot".- leu.- wa< .-liorter than the oiIkt, and
v,..n!il have hccn (|uilo tapahk! of askin.i:. "Hoe^ he reallv

hllipr" She liked the eli'ar eve,-; -he likeil to see the i-han,!,'e

; ;ii eanie over liieni wiieii. at a ,<,danee from her. thev iiglited

i'
.It once with a Hash of timid love, and then fell "de.-^pond-

i )!::\ aLTain.

le'LHiinV liead clerk. Alexandre f'rottat. <,nfted with a pre-
'i i'iu> knowledj^e of the World, aequind hv protVssional ex-
Pi. nee. di.-i,rusted ("esarine with his half-evnieal, hall'-good-

' i'iireil air. after piittiiii,^ her out of patience uith his

' •-iiu.'nplaee talk. I'opinot's silence iwealed a ,i:cmlu

I'-ifc: -he liked to watch tln' half-sad .-nine with winch he
':'iiired meanin>;:less trivialitic- ; the liahhle whicii made iiim
•'!i'!e always roused a feelin<r of ;inno\ance in her; thev sndlc'd

i iouked condolence at each otln r.

-\iiselme"s mental superiority did not prevent him from
''!Mnu- hard with his hands: tlie way in which he liirew

' i^-lf intu e^eruhinu'' that he diii ai-o jilea.-cd Cesarine;
- ' _''iie.--ed that while all the other a.-M-tants -aid. '{'.'.-arine

- -"iing to he married to M. lloguiirs head cjerk,"' Ansclme,
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ana; am111 iKMir ami ivil-li;i

Tilt' strni^Mli nf ;i 1

ftTl'Ilt

irt'i], dill imt di^pair of winning her.
iiipi' piMvcs llic >1 rrn;:lli

(

III a love.

'Hi

uri' IS lie going.' ('esarine asked, tiving to look indif-

i.s going to set uj) for hinix'lf in the IJiic dos Timj-
Diainant.-I Ami. upon mv word. In the grace of (iod! "

But iiriilier his wife nor ihiuglili r undiTstood the ejaculation
When r.iroitc.-iirs mind encountered aiiy dillii-uliv . li-' hchaved
like an insect that eneouniers an olxlai-le, he .-werved to left

or right
:
so now he changed the subject, j»n)iiii-ing himself

to sjieak of Cc-ariiie to his w ife.

"I told uncle vmir no; ion- ahout Koguin and vour fears;
he hegan to laugh." he went on. addressing C'on.-tance.

"'^'ou ought iicMT to ivpeai things that we say hetween
oursidves." vhe crird. 'Vl'nor K'oguin ! he may hcMlie niosi.

honest man in the world; he is tifty-eight years old, and I

expect he no more think>
""

She too hroke oil'; >he s;i\v that (/e-arine was listening,

and warned Ce.-ar of that fatt by a glance.

"So 1 did Well to .-trike the bargain."

"Why. you are the ina-t'T." retunird she.

Cesar took both hi> wifoV hand- in his. and kissed her on
the forehead. That an>W(r had always be.ai her passive form
of assent to her le.L-b.ind's jirojcds. .\nd with that, Birot-
teaii went down.-tairs into tln^ shop.

"Come!" he cried, speaking to tlie assistants, "we will put
up the shutters at ten o'clock. We must do a stroke of work,
gentlemen' We must set about moving all the furniture
from the first llo<»r to the second to-night ! We shall have
to put the little pots into the big one.-?, as the saying is, so

as to give my arrhitect elbow-room to-morrow.—I'opinot

has gone out without leave," said Cesar, looking round. "Oh !

I forgot, he does not sleep here.—He is gone to see about the
shop, or else he is putting down M. Vauquelin's ideas," he
thouglit.

"We kiiow why the furniture is being moved, sir,"' said

Celestin, spokesman for the two assistants ajid Raguet, who
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!(mm| h\ liltri. •Mi ly we lie iilloucil til ('oii.'ri)lulal

.III ii'itinr viiicii r

•\\i

iKrts

I'opiiiot told u,-

f vdu on
TV (in \hv whole t^tabli^llmcul?

Ih.vs. it cim't be heljied : 1 have been deeorated. So
^U' aiv iiivitiii^^ a few friend.-, partly to celelu-atr lb.- lilxTa-
II. Ill .if tbf .-oil, and partly on tlie occ-i.^ion of ni;. own jiroino-

lim to the Legion of Honor. Jt may be that 1 have t-howii
iii>-(lf worthy of till.- Mgiial mark of royal favor hy tlu' dit;-

'hiir.L,'.' of my function.- at, the Conselar Tribiiiiai. and bv
::::!. .n.i: for the loyalist eaust—when I wa,< vour age, on the
-irp- of Saint-Roeh, on the l;ith of Vendemiaire: and, on
III} w.ird. .\apolcon tlu' Knijteror, a> they called him, gave nio
III} wound. For I wa.< woiimled, and on the thigh, what is
in-rc. and Mine. K'agon nursed me 15e brave, and voii will
l-r ivuanled

: So there, you see, my children, that a mishap
I- never all loss."

I'''"|>lc don"t light in the streets nowa.iays." said Celestin.
-Well, we must lio],e." said Ce.-ar, and t'hereu])on he took

'"ca<ion to read his a.-sistaiits a little homily, which he
'"inided otf with an invitation.

The pn.-pect .d' a dance put new life into the three assist-
int-: under the -timiihis of th.' excitement, the thre.^, with
'• n-ginie and Hagnet. performed acrobatic feats. They came
MHJ went uj) and down the stairs with their loads, and noth-
ing wa- broken, nothing was upset. By two o'clock in the
I'l'Tiiiiii: the removal was accomplished: Cesar and his wife
slept on the second iloor, Celestin and the second assistant
'^"'ipi'''! I'npiiint's room. Tlu' tiiird Iloor wa- converted, for
'*' 'I'lie being, into a furniture warehouse.
When the assistants had - m down into the shop after

'| =
'"i'i-- I'opinot. u.-nally so quiet and e(piab]e, had been as

Iid.'ity a,- a raceliorse just arrived upon the cour.-e. .\ burn-
!!!_' dr-ire to do .something great was upon him. induced by
-' -M|ierabundance of nervous jiuid, which turns the diaphragm
"* ilie lover or the man of re-|less ambition into a furnace!^

'•What can be the matter with you?" Celestin bar! aski'd.
"W'bat a day ! I am setting up for myself, mv dear fellow,"
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\n> \\lll^.jH•I^.i in (\'.|,~tnr,' r.ir, "jiinl M. ('tVsir i> to !„ doeo-
riiicl."

^•Ml ;ir,. x,.yy luckj,; [he ^^nWVl]' >V i> ll.'lpillL: VOll,"" l\\-

flniiiii'il ih,. .i-^i-tJiii.

''"I'i""l -"i\'' liiiii no inisuvr; he vnni-lird. uliirlnl jiuay
\>\ till' U 111. I -lllc u iiid 1,1' -iir( i>S.

"''• 'I- '" llll-|<> '" -iiill ill! il.— i-t.-ml. .-I- hi- MWlr.l ^'luVCS
in (l.v.n-. to lii- nri_-lil,.,r. uli.. ua> liU-y .I;,', km- I h.' pric.s
"II llic Ilckcl-. -Till. -OWnuM- h.i- -.cii t!lr .;..> lil;ll I'upillDt
fuis liiTii iii.ikini: at Mile. (V.siniic: Ih^ i^ ,i -i.ivu,! nu,'. the
}l'<\rvu<<V. -n !„ I- L'cl'^llj: Vul of A ! -, ! I, i, : il A.;P|,1 \,,. .Inllclllt

to ivi'li.-c oiitri-ht. lr..ai|.c oi' il;r r, |,i!,\, -, Ci.-iiii takes
flic trick I'lir L'''ni'i'o-. i \

."

AllM'llllC I'ojIIlM,! in.'aiiwlll!,. 1,;|,1 flfv:, .; ,! :.,V| il„. liu,.

Saint-IInn<iiT ami I MfM',] alon^;- ih. |; .,. j,., 1 ). ux-r:,-!!,- to
f^criMv .-uin,. on,, in . ||,,in tr^ (..niim ;' -.i - .wl--:^iii \,r\\v\(]

<fi" I'l-ituipal in^w^Micnl of ml ,..--, .fj.!;,. I',,[,inot hail
OHM.' (ion,, a M.r\ i, ,• i,, thi> yoiin.j; man. i

!-. .Sw-r.'-i roninicr-
cial trawl, ! in i'aii--. uh.-,. a. tiviiy a ..! !

] iunnhani -il't of
llio !S;}h \va- |., larn l'..r him at a lai.i' ih. Ou- I'lI,- of "'I'lie

IIlii.-trion>."" At i!ii.- iiini. ih,. irrcat i-..iiinn f, :ai iiawk'r was
('('Votinu' Ilk- ciicrLMr- to ill,, hat trai'i- ami liic -lamv-LroodB
line""; he was -iniplv; (iandissart a~ v.i, \iit!:,,iu the prefix,
liiit at th.' .-i-v i>( t\vc-iit,v-t\vo ho had a'r. a.lv .li-tin-uishcd
liiiiiM/il': his iiiairnriic influciirc iijioii i ii m-i-iiit- \va< hotxin-

iiin;,' to III. rr.-o-n!/,.d. H,. was thin and i.ri-hi-i.wd ,il that
t'nur; he had an .•lo,|Uc'nt face, an iiidi'iai m.di'r nirmorv. a
([uirk pfncpiion .if ill., taste of tho-,. nikh uliMin hi. caine
'" '"'itart :

he il.-iTwd lo h,.. what he aftrruard,- hrcaine
I'm' kill-- of coninicrcial travelers, tiie Kn'iielinaui jhu crccl-
lent-c.

l'"j'i'ioi had ciaii.. acr'>s- rJaiidissart sonic dav< prcvioiish.
and t!ic laucr had antiouiiccil tliat he was ahoiit to m> on a
joun)c\

: the hoi f findinj.' him still in l'ari> lia<l sent I'o-

pinot tlyinL: ilown tli.' l.'m-. ,]>< Dcnv-Kcu-. At the C(tacIi-ot!ice

ho leanii'd that iIh' commcr.ial tra\clcr hail taken hi.- place.

Caudiss.-.ri's !ea\e-takiiiir of his heloved eUv- had taken the
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>iiaji.' n( ;,n rwiiiii- ;ii liic ViiiKU'vill,., whriv iImtc uas a new
i''''.^- ''"I'lii"! ivx.h.d to uaii r,,r him. To (Miili,|,. th..
'-'"•> "' ''" '''^'1-lint nil tn ll,,^ lliv;illl,|l,|,. |;i i, „, Iht of rntll-

ni'T( lal .hirrpri-.'s. aliv.hlv roiirlcl an. I clHTi.-lu'd l,v (In. hot
h'-iiM-. \\a> Ilk.. .Irauiiin: a hi|| ..I' .u-haiiu.' .ui l'..rtunc:

!'"i>iiii,| had .lamo mi (;aiiili->ail. 'I^ii,' . MimiuTiial trav-
'

'.1-. -" .-killed in ih,. art ..!' ciiiaii-lni- that rn,uar.l ra.v. thi'

i"
tl\ .•.Mintrv >h..|,k.v|M.r,~. in hi- toil-, ha.j n,,,.,. ali,.u..,| hiiii-

"'I' '" i"'.<,iiic cnt.iii-i.Ml in a p..!iti,'al u,L. in ih,. hr-i ,.,,„.

'"'": •i:-'ain-! the l!nurlH,n> al'l.T th.. Ilmi,!,-.! Dav-; ami
<.aiiili--ari. to uh..iii ..[...ii air wa- a viial i.,,-. -mu'. luun.l
I'liaMlf^n, pri>,„i uiih a capital charp. Iiaii;:in- owv hi,,,.

•'-'Ii--.' i'.ipinol. the .•\aiiiiiiiii- ina-i-iratf. .-au lliat ii wa- a
!"'' "f v.ailhfiil t'.illy that iinpli.a!..! ( ,au.!i,-sirt in th.>
'*''"'• •'"'' -^''I lii'ii ill lihi-rtv; hut if the vouiil: niaii ha.

I

'•'^;"!.-.ii np..!i a ina,i;i-ira!,. ca-.T 1.. (•..inni.-ihl liMn-eir i., th.'
^ii'l'-"nli«'>. nr np..n a rahi.l Hoyali-t, th.' lu,-klr^< pi..n...T

'

'.niniiT... iniuiii hav.. ni.aintcd the scalf..M. (iandi-sart,
u!iM kii.'W that hr ..\v,..| hj. \U\. t., tho jii.l-v, \va< in .1,-spair',

i"'aii,-.. a harivn -fatitiKlc was all th.. n'tiir-i hr .uuhl niak..;'
i!;.| a- it \\a> inip...->ihh. to thank a jn.]-,. f.ir (l.,in;x justice,
'" '''<1 !;"!^i^' '' hihiM.ir t.. th.. Kap.ii-'. an.l there su.H-n fcaity
'' 'h.. laniiiy of I'.ipiiiot.

W hih. l',,pinMt uaii.il. he naturally -pent tho tiin.' in ;:oin:T

' '

-"'' ''}- -'"'P i'l '!"• I'll'' 'K'- (-'in-i-Diatnants once nn.ivr lie
.>-L:...l f.ir ih.. Iaiid[..r,r> a.|.lr..>-.. ^o as I.. . ni,,,' to t.^rnis with
liii" ah.. ill th.. h.a.M'. Tlicn. wanderii:- ihr.Mi-ii tiie murky
!'"'.^'-iii!'' ;il'"iu th(. (uvat Mark.'t, wiih ],i. thomjlus full .)f
v.av-^ an ii..ans ..f makiii- a rai)i.| I'or.niie. I'..pinoi eame
^•'^" liic i.';;.. .\tihry-Ie-I};.ii..hcr. an.l th.r.. ai.'t wiih a w.iml,.r-
'|ii inal aii-picious ..pportiimiy. wiih - hicli ('..-arV heart
-hMiih! i„. o|,|,]ii,,,,,,,i ,„, |]j,, ,1, ,„.,,,„._ |']|,,.,

,1^, ,,^^^,^. ^jj^ ,j._,

;--t a! th.. .i.x.r^of ih,. ii,-,.,.! du (..mm. 're.' at th.. ..n.l of the
' '•• 'I'~ ii.n.\-r:cu>: ami L.war.ls nii.lni--ht hear.l. afar oil".

'^'e iiplil'ied in the Hue de (irenelle; it was (iaii.lissart
-li-.-iiiL;- a hit of th.. last s-oiijr in the piece, to the ac.-.uiipani-
!'i' at of til., s.nin.l of a walkii;;,'-sliek, traih.d with expression
•r'.'.i lie (laVeliieiU.

J
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"^ir." .rird .\ii>r!„„.. -,„|,l,.n|_v cni.. 1-1.11: '-m \hr door-
wnv, ••(•ail I l,a\,. .•, ,.nii|,I,. ,,f won!- uiih vnu:-"

•^Klcvcn. If \uu lik,..- simI 1

1

,|„.r, ni'iHii- a 1,,,,.|,m1 ,,1,,..
'I am INipiiK.t," >ahl pn.ir Aii-clnir.
'•Ifi-liI," >ai(l ';aihli..sirt, rrc.,-nizin- lii. fvuwl "Wlni

no V(.ii want 'f Moih'S y Ali-ci

soiiiruli.'iv. All arm t'nr a
liff' to licad.

'"' "II li'iUi'. lilM IImtc is «,,||i(.

'''I''' •'
' ;im al vuiir mtvr'c from

"Y.pii SCO liiiji wlicrc lie staii'ls—
Kv.TV i.. li a l-r.'iirliMiaiian.l a .--..1,11,^:"

"*'""" ••""' ''"^" "" "iiniitrs- talk uii!, m,.. „oi i„ your
rn.mi, ^^,' ,nv^\n be ..vrluanl, Imt ...1 tli," ()nai ,!. rilnrln.',.-
thfiv IS iinlmily then, at this tin,,. „{ ni-lit." >a;.| Pujuimt'

It IS a (iii.-tioii nf tlic -rratr.^t imp,,rtanc(.;'
'•^ oil arc in a liurrv. arc \<n\^r (•,.„„• alon-'"
T..|, mi..ut..s later, Camii-^art, now put m p,wso.si..n of

1 opiliut S srrivls. n..-n-,| i/,.,| ,1,,.
i ,n p, ,11 a Ilr,. nf il„. niatf.T

"Aj.proach. v.. liain!n.>M.rs and nlail pwfnnHTs" crir,!
'.au.iivs.rl. mimirkin- Lafon in tlu- ('i,|. -I w,ll ;,r,.t l,,.],] of
all 111" p.TfiinuTs of France and Xavarrv. (»l,

•

| liav,- if
I was .LToiiiuraway, l.iit I shall Mop hcv now and take a-ciicic^
Iroiii tlic I'ari.-iaii jicrfuiiirrv trade "

"AVhv?"

"To choke off votir competitors. inno,.,.ni ' (5v takin<' on
tlicir a.ircncics, I can make their perfhlion. coMnetic. d"rink
to their own confusion in voiir oil. for I shall talk <d' nothin-'
Hse and push no ot er kind. A fine commercial traveler's
dodue! .\ha! we are the diplomatists ..f .onimerce. Famous'
As for your prospectus \ will see ,o it. [ l.ave known Aiidoche
I' mot since w.. were hoys: his father is a hatter in the Ru..
du Co.,. the old fellow started me; it was throiiLdi him that
J he-an to travel ,n ih.. hat lin... Andoche is a very clever
follow: he has the ch.verne.s of all Ihe heads that liis father
over fitted with hats. TI,. is in the liierarv line; he does themmor theatres for flic Toz/rnV,- ,/,... S/>rrf„rJrs. His father
an old fox. has ahundant reason for not likin- cleverness- he
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'"'-"' li'lfM' ill clfscriii'".; ii i> im|)...sMi)lt. to make liiiii

I iii;it .•l.'\tTiif." uill ,m1I. iiinl ihat a ynuv^ man of .-pinl
.!!i makr a lurlmic hy lii> uil-; iiidccd, a.s to .>-iiirit, the milv
i'.ni Ih' a|i|ir(.\r> <,( is |iiM,.l'-..|,iril. Old I'uiot id riuliicijijj

.vuDL.' Kitiot by laiiniic. Aiul.., h,. ,;,ii ,|,, any thill;:, an<i liu

!.- iii_\ I'rifiid, iiiortov. ,. and I li.ni'i riil> airain-t I'nnls (except
:

liir ua> nf liiiHiir-). I'lhui iln,- iii<)tti>es fur the Fiilile
//•/;/'/•. which pays him. wiiil.- the lu'u -papers, fur which ho
uurk- hkr a -alley sla\e. snid, him n-lii ami left. How
j'iil'Mi- ihcy arc m that line" li i^ jiiM like u is in the fancy
.iri II le traih'.

"I'liiui unite a >pleiidi,| uiie-act cumed_\ fur Mile. Mars,
Hi- -ivair.-i uf the -real. (.Ml! there",-, auumaii that I ad-
iiiiv!) Well, and to >re u put uii the sta-e at all, he had
'" '''i^'' '' '" Ihe (iaile. Anduehe iimler.-taiid.- prospect u.ses;

!.' enter.- iiitu a inanV id. a> ahuut hii-iiie.-.-. iie i> nut proud,
i:c udl hlu( k uui uiir pi.i-p,.eiu> ijnilis. (iuudne.-s! wo will
ii'-at liim to a huu I uf pinich and little cake> : fur. no nuiisense,

''"I''""'; ' "ill travel \'iiv you uithuiit (ummis--iuii or e\-
;•• II-.-; yuiir eump.'tilur- ^hall pay me. I will hamhoozle them.
I.'

I
li- understand eadi uiher clearly. The miccos of thi.s

'hin-- i.- a point uf huiiur with me; my reward .-hall he to
'" ht-t-maii at \..iir wrddiiiir! I will ^j,, tu Italy, (iermanv,
;!''! I'.nuland! I udl take plaeards in every laiigua^re with
n '. and iiavc them pu-ted up e\ery wliere. in the villaiies. at
''liivli duui>, and in all th.e -uod sjtuatiuns that I km.w iu
'-iiiilry luwn-: The oil >hall make a hlax.e ; it >!iall he on
'
"''} iiC'ifl! Ah: y.iur marriage will not he a marriaj:e in

'^'icr-inlors: it .-hail he d,wu' in oil-! Vou shall have^-our
''^•"ii"'- "! I ill" iK't 'The Illustrious," a nickname' ohl
I IK't -ave me heeaiiM' I made a success of his -rav hats. I
-'I'l 1m- stiekin- to my uwn line. tuo. the human head ; oil

' d li.-its. as is Well kiiDwn, are meant to pre>erve the hair of
!:!' inihlic.'"

i'"!'iiiui went to his aunt"s house, wliere he was to sjieiid the
' -dit. ill such a fever. hroiiLrln ,,„ |,y visions of sucooss. that
ihe streets seemed to him to he rivers of oil. Ho scareelv

n
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^l''l'l >' ii'l. un.iiii..i l!;Ml III.- Iiiiir \\:i- ;:pi«iii^' al a I'ltnous
rale. ail. I iMlirM lu,. aii-.-i-. wl,.. uiirn|i,,l iil".\,- ln^ lica,| u
^-I'f'ill (a- 111 ii iMiiioriiiiiii' I. uh..|v.,n ill,. u,,r.U (',.^,irian

Oil u.rc wrilii'ii: ami h,' a\i.ik.'. i.iii i-. MinnlirnMl hi- ilivaiii,

•lll'l llrl.MlMllr.l I,, <,riv,. 111,. |,,,,|H. 1m li | ,,[ I la/.l
•

1 -
1 1 1 1 1 >. \\r

.snv llif « i!l nf licaM'ii n-\rali'(l in lln- lanrv.

('>'•'. IV all.! I'..iMii.i| \u IV 1h,i!i at ill,, fa, lurv in llif |-'aii-

Ixiur- (ill 'I'mijilc |..n_' 1.. r,,iv \\ir lia/.l-niii - arii\r,l. Wiul.-
t!n'V uaihd fnr Mm,.. .\lailMii'> jhiriir-. r(i|Mhi.i m In^'li .'lee

tu|,l lii,. !ii-i,,r;, , F In-, iivalv .,1' ;illia;.( r u iili ( .aii.liv-art.

•U'e lia\i' ilii- i!iii-iii,,ii- (.aii(li'>arl fur ii-; «, i-liali !«•

liiilliMiKiin-:"
( riid l!ir |h rrimicr. Iii.I.jihl: 'Hi! a hand to

hii ca.'hicr, vmiIi ih.^ air .-!' a \.>\\i~ X I
\'. ivrriviii;;- a Maiv-

(-lial de \'ilhiis .irii !
I ''.nam.

''And v.'i an.ilhiT linii;:," -aid lli.- iiapjiy ii-M-tanl, drauin-,'

a holllc rn,m hi- ]mm Irl, ;i -.ainl-.-lia|M'.| lla-k, ihiii,.ii, ,| ,,, ;h

'" !"'i'M'nt ,-c\rra! >idr.-.. "I Jan.. I'.mM'I l,n lliMii-aiid hnillr-

likr liii- oiii'. rradv made and wadinl. ;ii hnir -,,u- and >i\

innntli-* cl-dlt

.\n-.'lnif. -aid l'>iruii,.;ni, lH.||.i|ii;ii;5 (hi- iMar\r!. "vi-tcr-

dav (hriT hi- voic,- t^rvw -idi'iiiii i, U'-iir.hiy, m ihr ;,'ard(>n

•if III" 'I'liiirn, yi.^. i;., l,,ii-,i' a.:'i than \i-lcii|av, voiir

wnrd- 1,1 !!!,• u, IV. d -hall -11, VIM d," 'I'li-d.-n. I m\M.||' miV to

Vnll. •^|)ll Wid -luvivd:' I'.ilir -UU-! Six iimnih-: \\ii
cniinlv raw -hajH-.' Maia-ar i- -hakJiiL-- in iii- -lim-; what
a diMihhlou l',,r .Maia-sirl What a ;: 1 liiinu' tliat i have
l'""-dit nil all ill" mil- I .m-M h^iy my iiaiid- mi in I'ari- I l?iit

u luTv ,iid ymi lind t!i"-c Im,!i!i- ;-'"

"\ ua- wailiiiL^ I" -jwak I > ( iaiidi--ari. and -anntcrin^'
ahiiiii

"du-[ as 1 (Ultv did."' (AidailiH i| r,liv!l, an.

"And a- J went 'l>,v.\\ \Uf li'u,- .\ii!.: v-ic-IiMiirhiT, I saw a

Mlinli-a!i' uhi^s niiivlianr.- [.ia,v. ii ihaliT in licll-,:,da.-M>s and
^da-s >had"-. vvh-. ha- a \''r\- larvc -Lick : I -aw ril- h.itti"—
"li ! II -i.irid in,- in lh.' r.av likr a Ihi-h nf li-hl ; souifthiiig

said, '111 n i- ihc th,!!'^ \nr \iiu !"
"
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"A liuMi UK lihant : lie >liiill \u\\i- mv (lau;,'litcr," iniil-

t.
. .1 Cr-.ir.

-Ill I \^rnl, iind >:i\v lli(iii,-;iniU dl' tlic lioitl.- -tatniiii;: tlun'

I 'ill yi-ii a.-k' him aliuiil llicti; ?"

"'^"11 il" not think nil' >ui ii a ninny I" crieil Ansolmo,
LTIi \r(| at tll(> llli)II;;|lt.

"iS'Tn nicrchaiil !'" ri'|ii'airil 11 1 rut t ran.
| U'liI 111 tc a-k for L'l:iv> -hailr- I'.ir lililc ua\ -taliirttcs.

Uiiiir I wa.- lMr;,'aiinii;: I'c.r ihr u-la>. .-ha.lr,-. 1 found fault
\>:!li the ^lia|ic i>\ [hi-r JMitilrv 'Ilia! If,| to a -vn.Tal <'nn-

l'--i"ii
; my lidiik' mtTcliant unit liom imr tliiii.: t > aiiotlirr,

an. I ;..|,| iiic that failh' and l'...U(li.,l. uh(, faih'.l latrlv, w.ti"

alM.iit Id hrin^f out a cn-mc;!!-, and wani.-d an nin if-i hr-uMv
i-'i'd'"- "' di-tni-tfd liirm : hr uani.d half th>- ni-iirv duwn";
'•idh' and Hdudidt. hupin;,' (•<] a .-uci-.-,, parhd \\,ih the
('.'tM'\, anil the failinv (am.' out while tli.- l...tll.'- v.. iv Inin^r

ina-i.'. When ihfy j.ut in a claim \n tli.' triiM.'.- I'nv ih.' nv-t.
!(:. triiMco (•dm).r..nii-.'d the mall.T hy Lmm, j ih.^ni v.iili

•-! Ihi' hdtilo ami half tlu' iiidii.y that had hc'ii pai.i. a.> an
i:i'i' iMiiiiv f.n- ^'.....|> whirh th. V sii.l \\.iv ah-ur.liy >hiii..',|,
•'• d ini|i..--ihi.' 1.1 di--|).>sc of. 'I'lif h.i|il,'> c.M hiiii |.i-hi s.Mis
i!id h.' u.nild I).' ;;iad td Irt any niir lia\c ihcm ('^v f.iir. He
iiiivdi! have liicni dii hi> hands f<.r ll.'av.ii kii.'W Ih.u hmir;
i!..'iv ua.- ,).. sd.' (nv >ncli a .-iiajH.. "Wili _\,,u • ii._m-.' ?.i

Hq.j.lv I.Ti thdii.sind at f.nir ,,,11.;- I can lak-tl:.' i,..ii!'.-: ,,ir

.''lir hail. I-; I am M. I'-iiMilcauV- a-i-tan;." An. I -.. I nprii.'.]

'' ''" -id.j.vt, an.l .livw hini ..lit, l.'.l lini on, ami put procure
ni\ man. ami h.' i~ ..ni--."

"l-dur <,m>:" >ai.l I'.irott.'au. -It., v. 111 kn..\v thai wc can
' ri;:j:..iit the oil at ihivc frams, and make thirty ^uus, leaving
lui niy td ihi' fetailci>r"

"Th.' (.-ai'ian Oil I" cricl I'.ipiiidt.

'*'""'''" "il-'
• • Ah, ina-l.T 1..\.t. y..u liavX' a

!:d td Hatter fa;her and daughter. \fry w.-il ; let it he
< -arian (»d if y..u like. The C'a-sar- c..M.iu.'fe.l the world;
•'y luiu-t iiave had famous hfads of hair."
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"Ciosar was lial.l." -aid i'oi.itidl.

"Because \u' iliil ii(,t ii.-r nil!- nil, ]icf>]>|(> will sav. The Ce-
sariaii Oil at llircc I'raiio; .Ma(a>>ar Oil co.-ts twuc a> iniioii.

(laiitlissart is in ii : v.c >!i;i!l m.ik,. a linininMl liionsitnl francs
a voar, for ux' will sd dnun all brails that n-pi'ci liicnisclvcs

for a dozen })niil(.s cvrrv iwrlvr-inonth
; ci^nitcon francs of

profit! Sav iIhtc aiv ci-hurn thousand heads—a inindr'.'d

and forty-four thoii.suid fraiio. \Vc >hall ho niillioiiaircs."'

Whcn Ihc hazel-nuts arrived. Kairuot ami the work-people,
with Popinoi and Cesar, cracked the shells, and a sutlieient

(juantity was pressed. In four liours" time they had several
pounds' weif^dit (d' oil. Popinot took some of it to \'auqueliii,
who presented him with a formula for dilutin,:: the essential
oil with a le.-s expensive medium and for perfumini: it. Po-
pinot s^rai^ditway took steps for takin.:,' out a patent for the
invention and the imj)rovement. It was PopinotV amhition
to pay his share of th(> expense of starting: the enterprise, and
the devoted (iaiidissart lent the money for the deposit.

Prosperity has an iiit<i\icatin^r elfect, which always turns
weak heads. One result of this uplifted st:\te of miml is read-
ily foreseen. Orindot came. He hrou.iiiit with him a sketch
in water-colors of a charmini: interior, the desiirn for the
future room?, when furnished. ISirotteau was carried awav
with it. He aLTfeed to everythiiii:, and the workmen he^an
at once; every stroke of the pickaxe drew ixroans from the
hou.se, and from C'on.stance. The painter. M. Lourdois, a very
wealtliy contractor, who enga,ijed to leave nothinjr undone,
talked of }Tildin<,' the ;lrawin^-room. Constance interno«ed
at this.

"M. Lourdois," said she, '-you have thirty thousand francs
a year of your own : you live in your own house, and you can
do what you like in it : hut for peojile like us

"

"Ma(hime. commerce outrht to shine: it should not suffer

itself to he eclipsed by the aristocracy. Besides, here is 'SI.

Birotteau in the Government : be is a public man "

'">'es. but he is still in the shop." said Constance aloud,
liefore the assistants and lii'r tlve auditors; ''neither he, nor
J, nor his friends,, nor his enemies will fort'et that."

I
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lill'"tti';lll r;ii.-('(l liiiiisfir on ti| it(v several times, with
li;- !iiiii(l> (la>i)c(l heliimi his hack
"Mv uil'e is ri,irlit." >ai(l he. "We will I

i"
r!i\. i'.esiiles. >() loiiK as a man is in hu>itie>s, 1

i' r:irefiil .)f hi- e\[icii>(.v. and to keep them will

le iiKidest m pros-

le otiix'.it to

i\. he i- honnd hv law not t

iin huund

lillV, I r the eiihir;:'ement <d" mv
]

^[!''[ll nil the alterat

I) indnlLTe in 'exees.-ive expendi-

'i-emi.-e-, and the amount
mns. exeefd- a certain limit, ii Id hiwenlil hi

iiiM'nideiii in me to ;:() hevnml il : von vonrself woidd hi lint!

Lnnrddis. The fpiarter has its eves ujion n,,.; miccc
'I. pie are looked upon jealously and eiiviech—Ah! you will
^-11 know that. y(nin<r man." iie sail], achlressin-;- ("irindot;
.if liny sland

u c\il of

cr us, at anv rate let us <rive them no cause to
us.

-Xelt ler .-lander nor spite can toucli von."' said T. ourdois;

siii !i a

'ir po-itioii makes an cxce])tion of you : and you have had
.i-M-eat experience of husines,-;, that vou know liow to
lur alfairs within due !ii nils.

"I have had some ex]

ou are shrewd

kninv the reas,)n why we are enl

KTienee of husines-. it is true; (hi V(

ir'niH^ our house.-' If I ex-
a heavy penalty to secure punctuality it is-

X o.

'Well. then, my wife and I are invitin-: a few friends
! i.rtlv to ecu hrate the liheration of the soil, partlv on t le oc-

Cii-Ulll

What.
my protnotion lo the Order of the I cLHon ot Honor
what .- crie< ] I.ourtlois. "J lave the\- "-iven vou the

Ve>. It

d

may he that I have shown niv.-elf worthv of tl

)f J?-!i.il mark ot Koyal favor hy discharirinir mv functions at

I'Ulccl

ar Trihunal. and hy fiirhtiiiLr for the Rovalist
l.'ilh of Vendemiaire at Sainl-Roch. when T

i hy Xapoleon. Will vou

cause

was
come and hriiiLT vour wife

i \oiir youni.' ladv-

'lii'i haiited l)v the h

-aid T-ourdois. a Liheral. "i

onor you coiKh'scend to hestow upon
hit vou are a droll feilow,

i'Tiitcau : vou mean to make sure that F shall ke(>p mv word.
!id that is why yon ask me to come. Well, well : I will set
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IV bc.-t unrkincii dn to it: \sv uill Imvc niariiijj fire/ tu d
.lie i^aiiil and uh' drvin;: |ir(K'(.»c.-. fur it will um d,, to dan

rv

ro
m a r.ioiii lull .il -Irani I'roin (lie- damp pla.-icr. 'i'lie surl'aci

^liall he \ai'ni>lK'd, .-.i thai thciT .-iiall Ix' iio M:udi.""

Tlirce (lav?; lairf, tl 10 aiinoiiiKH'nifnt nf liiroltrau's ff)rtli

(•<iinin.ir l.all crcaifd a ilutlcr in l!

<iuarlcr. And nm only .-o, v\rv\ one t-ould -(.'e [,>r ]

ii' nininicriial world o f thai

uni.-olf
the tiiiiluT |irop>, ncfcvMlatcd in ihe hurried alUTaliou ol' the

cax'. and the s(|uarf wooden .-lial! holes, ihroiiyli wliiel
f-tair

w men in llieir
thi' rnhlii.-h was ^hoi into the {•ai-t> lieiiealh. 'J'l

haste worked In- ton-hjight, for tliey had a iii,ulii-a!id-day shift
and this eolii'cicd idlers and in(jui>iiive ^.Mzers in the" street.
On such luvj.arations as tlu>e, the -os>i]. ,,|' the iieij:liborliood
reared suni|)tuous fabrics of eoiijeetiire.

On the Sunday, when the doeuinem< relative to tlie buildi.iL'
land were to be si-ned, ,M. and Muw. 1

rault. (aiiie at I'm

ai:on, and iiiiele I llie-

Jh

ir o eloek, at'ler ve.-|ier<. ( esar said thai
e liou.-e was

) niinh pulled 10 i)ieees he could onlv ask
Charles Claparon, l.'o-uin. an. I Croital for that dav.

'

The
notary brou;,dil a copy nf the lunnial dr.f JJrhals, in whieh :\r.

(le la r.illardiere had in>erted the followin,i; jiaraurajih :

We hear that the liberation of the soil will be celebrated
with entliu>iasni throughout 1

})ers of t

ranee: but, in I'aris, the niem-

}iad

le municipal administi'alioii have felt that the tune
come |i>r reviMii- the splendor <d the capital, which has

leen eelipseil (!urin;r the loreign occu])alion, from a fei'li

>f patriotism. I

Ul

ich of the mayors and dcpiitv-ma\
poses to .i:ive a ball, .m, that the wiiitei

very brilliant one, and the .National

yors ])ro-

to be a

lowe<l up. Ai

season pi'omisc;

nioVeiiie;>t will be fol-

notiLT

niueh-talked-of ball l.) 1

the many fetes aliout to take ])!aee is tlv

(' friven bv .M. I

nominated lor the Le-ion of Honor, and so widel

>irolieau. rccenli

hisd evotion to the I!ovali.-t cau-e. M. IJirott

V known t^r

the all'air of Saint-Koch
can, woun

m the l;;ih of A' enileiiiian'e, and oin

ded

1

ni

of the inoM hi-ihiy re-p(cted jiidi:es of I lie ('.in<ular 'J'ribuiial,

has doubly deserved this distinction."
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••if.iu- well they wriir iH)ua(]a\>. :""
cxcliiinicd ( V'sar.—'They

:,iv t,iikiii<: alM.iit ii> in tlic pai-cr," Iir added, lurniri.r to
I' '^ratilt.

*

-WVll. and wliat of that r"' rcturnLMl the uncle, who particu-
l.ir'v drtt'Slcd \\\i' .liiiiniiil ,!cm J ),'!, uls.

•!' rhap,-; the para-rajih may sell SDiiif oj" the IVite de.s 8ul-
l.ni'-aiid the Toilet Lotion, " slid .Mine. (V.sir in a low voice
1- Mm.'. I.'airon. Mine. Ilirottcau did not iWaw her husband's
f\';:Iaral ion.

Mmi'. l{air,,ii, a tall, thin woman, witli a i^harp nose and thin
]1;.-. iMukvd a M^Tx I'air imitation of a nian|ni>e of the ancien
''.'•'""'• -^ .-omewhat wid^ mar-in of red oneirdcd her eyes,
;- -Mnieiines hapjicns with agetl women who have known'
liiiey tnuihles Jler line austere face, in spite of its kindli-
ii'—. ^wis dignified, and there was moreover a .|iiaint something
ii'"iii iier uhicli struck heholders, yet did not excite a smile,
:i -.in.tliin^ir interpreted hy her manner and her dress. She
v.of,. mittens; she carried in all weathers a .-ane umbrella.
>!:.ii .-i-: Marie Antoinette used at the '"'rianon : her favorite
cv.r was that partieuhir ])ale shade of brown known as fniillr-
'"/

; !m r ^kirts huiiu^ fnun her waist in folds, wliich will
!!"\fr lie seen a-:ain, for the dowager ladies of a hvgone day
ka\e taken their secret with them. .Mme, IJa;r„n'"had not
;:iv.'n uj) the black mantilia bordered wiili Mjuare-niesheU
I'i.H A laee: the ornamciiis in her old-fa-hinnrd eaps reminded
:>"ii "f tile filaj,n'ee work on old piituiv-riMiiio. She took
>'!iiir uiih the dainty neatne-.s and t!ie little <:vstures which
•1 ;"!Mi-i !• feneration may recall, if they have been so fortu-
'11" !> to >,c their -Tcat-aiint or ,^randlnothe| .solemnly set
ii' r p.id Miuir-box on the table beside her. and shake the stray
-r.i;!;-: fr.im hi'r llcliu.

I'll" Sieiir Ihi-on was a little man. live feet hi.irh at the
1'--!. uilh a countenance of the nutcracker tyjie. Two eves'! \i~ible, two prominent cheek-bones, a nose, and a chin.
•\~ hr had lo-^t his teeth, he mumbled half his words, but he
'

i

;
i hke a brook, politely, somewhat pompously, and always'

' ' >"'ile—the same smile with which he had greeted the

-II

I

5B*fa.- g

:



t'l

12:-' nisH .\M» lAi.r. or cesau hiijoi'i kai"

iair lailii- of ijnalilv wIkuh (jik; cliaiui' or aiinilin' lifdimlit
i

.

liis sliop. His hair. li,-liily Mra|.,'il hmk fnuii liis fcrdica.!
Jiinl poudi'ivd. .liM-niiri! a >iiuu v liair-innon .ni lii^ IhmiI, wiiii

a pan- of •'|ii-c.,||\ \\ iiiu-."" ,,11 i.jilin- ~\>\r of a neat <|iii'ue i\>-']

\^itii rilili.iii. He u,,iv a (•oi'iillo\vc|--iiluo coat, a uhil'.- uaisl-
coal. >ilk lirtrclic- ami ^lockin,-'.-. Mack >ilk -iovo, and shoes
with .irohl Idicklcs to ihriii. 'I'hc most jicmiiar thiti^' ahuut^
liiiri \va.- lii- hahit of ualkiii.LTdiit i;i ihr .-i iv-[ liat i:; hand. ]!..

looked r'alhci- like a inc-oii-.T of the Chamhcr of IVcrs, or
M)mc 11,-hrr-iii-uaiiiii^- ;,, the jiahic.—one (jf ihoM> attcndaiii
satc'liti- n{ >oii,o uival power, wliich >liiiio with a rclloeted
^lorv. ai .1 iciiiiiin iiitrm>ically iiisi^Lrnilicaiil.

"W oil. i'.iroiiraii." ho romarkcd. and from liis lono lif mi<,du
have liivii addiv>Hiiu- an a-<i-iaiit. 'arc voii sorrv now, niv
l)oy. iliat \ou look onr advii-o in lh.i,-o da\^r T»id wo ever
ilonht tho -raiiindo (d' our iiclovcd ro\al famih ':"

'"^'"i' '1111^! I' \'i'v liajipy. my dear." .-aid .Mme. Uagoii,

addr('>si!iLr Miiic. llii-otlrau.

'•"ic:^. indivd." rotiiriu'd the fair C'unstaiu-c. who alwavs
'•'I under the

( hai-m o!' that caiic mnhivlia. tho.-c ijiiltertiv

caps. tho>,. liu-lii-liuin- -locvcs. and the ample tidiu a la Jidir
tliat Mmo. leiL'oi) Wore.

'•< 'o-ai'in" |o:,k. eliarndnL'.—Come here. ]ireit\ cliild." sai'l

.Mine. i,'ai.M.:!. she spoke in a patroiiizinir manner, and wiiii

a hiiili 111 a !-\oie,..

••Shall v.e >ettle the hiisiiu'ss hefore dinner?"" asked uiuk'
I'illeraiill.

"We are waitin- for M. Claparon." >ai.l l!.»,uniin . "he was
<1re->inL;- when | lefi hini."

'".M. lfo;:i:!ii. Ce.-ar lioL:an. '•does he (|uite understand tliat

^*'' ;"v to diiio in a wrclrhod little ,iifi;s„l "

("Six!, en year.- a-o he thoiiirht it maLrnificent." inurmureil
('on>tanee. )

'•Amoni.- the rnhhi-h. and with ail the workmen ahoiit?"
••I'ooh! von will I'nd him a ;:ood fellow, aiid not liard to

f
plea-e." -aid IJoiruin.

|

"I ha\e left h'a-uet to look al'ler the .-hop; we eaiiiiot coinu
|
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in ,1.1(1 (Hit ,.f ..iir „u-n door :iuu-: as v.,u have s,..,, it 1,,,. 'ill
!'<':! I'lillcd (Idu-ii. ( i.sar rctiirncd.

•Why ,1„1 you not brin- your nvphrsvr asked J'illeraul^
Ol Mtlic. l»,-l;,'-oIl.

•Sli;dl y\f <(... hini later;-" sui:i:ested Cesarine
-No. darlii,::/- .aid Mmu-. Ra;ron. "Au.eline, dear hoy, is

unrKin;; himself to death. 1 am afraid of that do:,e street
u.. n. the Min never shines, that n ile-sm-llin- IJu,. des Cinq-
""nanl.. ,|„. .ull-r is aluays hla,k <,r hln. or -nvn I

'r ''"'""^ ''^" ^"''3- 'li^' (li.Te. liut uhen vnum: u.mle" .et
iii-r mmds u,.on anyihn,;, r .l„. .aid.'i urniuK ul fesa-
'"": "'"' -' .-''>l'"-e that inlerjuvlcd ••mind" a< "heart

•

•liH'n, has the lea>e hecu si-ned i'" a>k-ed ( 'esir
•^'Mrrday, before a notary," Ifa-on replied. ''•[[,,

|,,,
t.'- ! the plaeo for ..i^dueen years, but he ju.vs the rent .«ix
!!•"!' I hs in advanee."'

•\y..ll, M Kacron, are you satisfied with nWr Birotteau
n>^-i.^ ^_;l iuive givoa hini the .eeret of a new diseovery—

W;- know you by heart, Cesar,"' said little Ha^o„, ,akin-
'-..IS hands, and pn-inir them wiili .Icvoul friendliness

"
--nin inranwhilc was not uithout inward (|ualm< Cla,

: -" ^-'^ "l";i't to ap|„.ar .,n the M^ne. and hi> habits ami
•-•i-r ot talkm- mi-ht l,,. something „i' a >hoek to the^o
"y'^'''l'';-i'i..ns. IIelhuu;:ht it mves.arv to prepare their

' -'N and spoke. addresMU- K'a^ro,,, I'iHi.raull, and the

^'-a will seo an eeeentrie eharaeter." iie said: "he hides
'•il'nts brncath >hockinj,r bad manners; his ideas have
;l Imn fr<.m a vry low position. Xo doubt he wiU

'

^'''' '"'tter tastes in the soeietv of bankers. Vou nii-ht
" arr.-s him slouehini: half-fuddled alon<r the houlrvard
" ' ''t^' pkiyiii- at billiard>: h. h.oks like a -real liulkiier
-i.ut noihin- of th,. kimi: h,. is thinkin- all the time"

'"'ill- how to put life into trade by new idra-^
"

!
';u under>tand that." said Hirotteau: -mv be<t ideas

''
'" 111'' while I was .sainterin.ir about, didift tliev. drar^'"
9
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*"L'l;iiiaruii iii;iL<',- ii|i lor lo.-l lime at ui-lit, al'tiT spendiiif,'

the davliiiir in incdiialiiiy dvit Ini.-iiic.-.- cniiibiiialioiis. All

tht'f-e vrn clc'ViT jicoplf U-ud (JUcit iiu'.\[»lieal)iL' livi:,-," Uoguiii
CdiiliiUKd. ••well, uitli all his (U'.-ultDry ways, lie gains liif

i-nd, as 1 can ir.-iily. Jit- ina(U> all tlir o\\n(-r> of our buihliii','

land give way at last; lluy were not willing, they deiiiunv.l

at this and that; he iny.-liiied them

—

tired them out; day
al'ter day he went to ,-re them, aud this time llie lots ari'

ours."

A iieeuliar .-ounding hnnoii .' broiuu .' eharaeteristie of

drinkiTs of >troiig watrrs ami spirits, aimouneed ilu! arrival

of the most grotcxpic porsnnagc in this ^tory—who was in

the future to enact the jtart of the arbiter of Cesar's dc-
tiuies. The perfumer hurri<'d down the narrow, dark stair-

ease, j)arlly to tell Kaguet to close the .-hop. partly to make
his excuses for receiving Claparon in the dining-room.

"Kh, what:- Oh. it will do wry well for stowing the

vict , 1 mean for doing i)U>ine>s in."

In s])ite (d' KoguiiTs skilful opening, the eiitranee of the

sham great hanker at once produced an unpleasant impre>-
sion ujion iho^e w<'ll-hre(l citizens, ,M. and .Mine. Kagi>ii.

upon the observant i'illerauli, and upon Ce.sirine and her

mother.

.\t tile age of twenty-eight, or thereabouts, the former eoiu-

nuTeial traveler had not a hair on his head, and wore a wi::

of cork-crew cui-ls. .Such a manner of dressing the hair
deman.ls a ,-irli-ii fre.-line», a milk-white skin, and the

dainlie.-t feminine (harm: so it brought oui all the vulgaritv
of a pimpled countenance, a d.irk-ivd complexion. Hushed like

that of a stage (oaehman. and t'overed with premature
wrinkles and deeply cut g-otexpie lines which tcdd of a (hV-

.-^olule life: its ill elVecls could be read only too plainly in the
bad state of his teeth and the black sjiecks dotted over the
shriveled skin.

There was something about Claparon that su"-fro.sted the
provincial actor who frequents fair>. and is prepared to play
any and every part, to wlio.<e worn, shrunken cheeks and
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.l.ii'l.v lij.s th.. iKiiiii ivfuM's to ;i.llioiv; tlie ton^n,p .,]„..,^.g

.>:i-,-in- .\cn ulicn tii.. mail is druiik; the sliMinci.-s cvj^
'- "li'n.Miisiii- ov.,t„n.s. Sii.-li ;, nur us tlii.. h-hU'd
ill' '>• '!" Inhiriuns Hmiiu's of piuxh. Iitil,. brliitnl a num ao-
•:!-' nh.l t(i important bii>ini'ss. Iiui,,-!, <uilv after i)ro-
:-.r:-..| ami .i..(,.s>ary studies in iniMiuiv ha.l Claparon suc-
'I"' III a.l<,pm,,ir a inaiiiuM- not whollv „i,t of kucpin-r with

lii- - inpoM.,1 nnportan.-... 1),, Tillrt ha-l assistcl pers'onallv
•" ".ip.-nni.s toilrti,.. anxious a> a iim-vous niana-f-r oveV
'Ih- m-: ;ippcaran.(. of in> principal actor, for lie trcml.lod
!•; 'i|- vicious lial.its .,f a vrvk\v<< life shoul.l appear
tni-'.ii-h Ilic veneer of the hanker.

••>.iv ,is little as vou can." said his mentor; "a banker
'"•"• ''.'I'l'l-'s: he acts, thinks, meditates, listens, and p.m-'" >". to look hk<. a real banker, vou mu>t either not
-^ -^ at all. or say inH-niticant thin-s. Keep those ribald
v- "f yours .juiet

; look solemn at the risk of h.okin- stupid
I" P-.nics. be for the Oovernnient, but keep to -eneralitios,
.,.1! ;i -J here is a heavy hud,<:et ; compromise as parties
^:..i:'l i> out of the question: Liberalism is dan-erous; the
l-iin;-ns .,udit to avoid all collisions; Lil)eralism is a cloak
'• ^!c rlie schemes of the Coalition; the B.nirbons are in-
.. i-'i;.:il.n,^ an epoch of prosperity, so let us ^/iw them our
-->-i1 whether we are well affected to then, or nr.t : France
';' ;i^"i '•""ni:!i of political ex[,,.riments.- and the like Vnd
'•'I'^l'r.iwl over all the tables; remember that vou have to
--':Mn t „. di-nify of a millionaire. Don't snort" like a pen-
-''

r
when you take snulf; ,,lay with vour snufT-box, and

"
;.

:• vour imots .,r at the ceilin- Ind'ore v<mi -ive an answer;
1 ;

.

•<> wi^v as you can. in fact. Above all thin-s, rid your-- '•; your unlucky habit of (Inuerin- ev.Tviliin'' In so-;' ' I'^niker on-ht to look as if he were '-lad "to let hig
'^-''; Jv-t, And look here: you work at ui-ht. vou arc
;"|-| with making calculations, there are so man^ thin-s"' ii-i'Icr m the startm- of an enterprise! so much think-

J-y-
iDNnlved: (irumblc. alH,ve all thin-s. and sav that

"' "•' !^ Very bad. Trade is dull, slow, hard to move pcr-

if
If
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}ll<^ill;,^ Kci|) til that, aipl let pari iinlaf- aloin'. Ddn't

bc'^'iii tu Mn;r ilrollrrif.- ,A' Urniiiuvi-".- at talilc. ami (Idii't

drink too miidi: \>>u will I'uin u>ur |irn>jic(t> if vou '^vi

li|i-v. Ilii-uiii uill kcc|i an rvc du vnu : vuii arc u'l'iiii,' ariK.iii:

inui'al |icu|)|i'. ri'-|MTialilr, >ti'a(lv-;.'(iinL'' folk. i|i«n"l I'ri^Iitcii

tlit-ni li\ ii-ttiriLT nut Millie III' ymir |w»t-linii.-c iirinciplcs."

This lidiiiily priiiluicil dii ( harlcs Clapiirnirs iiiiml an ctTcrt

vcrv similar In tlic >lraii-c .-m.-al imi df his iicw >iiit nf

cliithfs. 'I'hf rill licking- pi-mli^al. iiail-fcllow-ucll-nict wiih

ovitvImmIv. a( 1 ii>i(iin((l lo tiic (•(iiiit'iirlahli'. (li.-n'piital)li' |:ar-

iiicMis in wIihIi hi- Huicr man «a> a- niiii!i at home as his

th()ii,uhl.- ill i!m' lan-iia;,^' thjit .-lutlird thfin. Iichl liiinH'if

upri;:ht, .-lilV a> a ]»okcr iii lln' new cldthr- fur wliich th"

tailor had kfpt him waitini,^ In liic la-t iiiiinilc. and was as

ill at rax' in \\\> niDVi'mcnts as in thi< new phrascolo^'v. He
put out a hand unlhinkm-iy towards a lla.-k or a ho\. ihci!,

Inirrit'div rccolji'ciiii;,' hiniM'If. drew it in atxaiii. and in tli-

same way he Iu'^mh a sciiti'iicc and ,-to[ipcd >hort in tlic iiiiil-

dl(\ di-tiiiuuishin;.'' liim-rif hy a ludicrous incoluTcncc, which

did not c>capc the oh.-crvant I'iilcratilt. His round faci\

like the i'aki.-li-loo]s'in,Lr coi'k^crcw riiiLrlets of his wiir, W'crc

totally out of kecpinj: with his manner, and lie scvniod to

tliiid< <in( thiriLT and say another. But the i:ood folk con-

cluded that his iiiconsc(iuenct' was the result of preoccupa-

tion.

"lie does so much luisincss."' said Koiruin.

'*Bu>incss has given him very little iireedinp,'" ,Mriio. Rapim

said to Cesariiie.

M. Wo.iruin overheard her. and laid a flnirtT on his li[is.

"lie is rich, clever, and hoiiorahle to a fault." he said, boiid-

ing to Mme. Ha.uon.

"He may lie excused -omethini: for such (pialities a? those."

.^aid Pillerault to Ii'a-on.

"Let us road over the papers before dinner," said TJixsinin.

"We are alone."

Mine, liagon. Ce^arine, and Con-taiice left the roiitrnct-

ing j.arties, Pillerault. IJagoii. Cesar. Roguin, and Claparnn,
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I- li-iwi tn tho ,v,i.liii- „f til,. .|.„inMcnts l,v AK^xandrc ('n.t-
i.ii. 'V.sir M.-iird i. im,rt-a,i:v l.mi.l f,,r i,,,-,, i|„mismi.1 fraii.'.
• inci on tl,,. land and the fact..rv in i!,,. F.niKonr- .In 'IVm-
f!" Hlif nion.'V had luvii lent l,v on,. .,{ Un^'mv/, .-lirnt-)-
(''• I'.'id ,,v,.r tu I{.,nnin l'ill..raiilV> nnl.T .m^th.. hank -mvo
'"'"

' '''^"'.- ' ''•.,. ipt) tuvniv ihunsmd tVaiirs wcrth of
i' ii- Ifoni hi> i..,rirolio. and .Ircw anuihor hiij for th,. rc-
'"^Hnm- hiindivd an.l forty thousand francs on Charlos

aron.

I ha\,. no rcfvipt to jriv you," c,,i,l that frcntl-man.
^Mi arr actin-: for your own sid.. with .Af. Ho-niin as we

•''• 'i"in,<r for onr share. Our vendors will nT.Mvr thoir
':'"iHy Iron, hi.n m coin: I ordv undertake to eonipL.te your
I"}"""' l-.v paym-a Imndrod and f(.rtv thousan.l franes for
\n,ir hills

'*

That is rijrht." said Pilleranlt.
Wrll. then, .irentlen.en. let us call in the ladies a<'ain

|-r ;t i< eold without then,." .aid Claparon. with a look at
h'i-nin to see whether he had irone too far.

,"'•'"'""'•
• • •

Ah: niademoi^vUe is vour vonn^r ladv,
"' '"iir-e." said Clajiai'on. h.ukin- ai [^irotteau. aiid Mrai-ht'
"in- himself up. ••\V,.ll. well, vo,, are not a hnn-ler. Xot
''• "! ihe rosos that yon hav ,li-iiil,.d can h.. c.nipared with
!;'• 'I'ld p..rl,aps it is because vou liave distilled ro«e3

-Kaith :•• said T?o,-:uin. inrerniptino- him, '•[ own that I am
I'inLq-v.

"Verv W..II. let ns have dinner." said Rirottoau.
-We are to have dinner in the presence of a notarv," said

' ilKMi'on. with an important air.
'^'|, do a ',Tiat deal of hn-inM-... d,, yon not:-" said Pillo-

I'-i't. purposely seatinir himself next to the banker.
'•\ tromendons amount. wl„desale." r.>plied f'laparon

;

'•I-:' trade is dull. Iiard to i„ov,>— th-re are canals now. Oh,'
;-;'''i'-! Vou have no hi,.;, h,nv Imsv we are with canals.'
!' :i i- <..niprehenMMe. '!'!„. (;overnn,ent wants canals. A
•••!!ii i^ a want Generally felt. .Vll the trade of a depart-

r
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nu'nt i> iiiiiri'-ic'il in n (nii.-il. voii kiiuu I A stream, said
]'a>cal, i- a rimvniLr lu-liuav. '\l\r nc\l tliiiitr is a iiiarki't,

ami riiarkcl- in ,.. h.I ,,ii l'lll^.||)klll^nt^. fur tlinv arc a frii;ht-

fiil lot nf (iiilMiikint i;l •. iiml tiir (iiilumkinciits interest tlio

jMKirer ela>-e-. and thai iii,;in> a lean, which liiially heiieflts

'li'' [io't! \'(ih,iiiv .-aiil. •Ciinul, citnnr.l. iniiftlllf .'' Hut
(iovi'niniiiii (|r]ii ml- fny inl'itrniation on its own en"inet'rs;
it is (Jiilicnli til nii-dill,' m the niatlcr. at iea-t. it is dillieult

to eoine to iin uia'ci-iamlinLr wiih thcin: for the Chamber
Oh! .-ir. the Clianilirr -lu- iis trouhlc! Tiie Chamlter

does nut want to irrajiple witli the politieal (|uestion liidden
beneath l\\i- financial (|iicsti(in. Tlicre is had faith on all

8id('s. 'V(aild yon hrliew tliis? 'I'Ictc are the Kidlers—
well, t; f|. Fran.oi- Kdhr is a imlilie sficaker. he nttaeks
tlic ineaMire< of the (iuvcrnnient as to tlie funds and canals.
fie come- home, and then my fine ^.'entleman finds u- witli
o'lr prop.i-iii.ni-; they an' favorable, and lie lias to make it

iil> with tile afon-:n,| (iovernment, wliich lie attacked so
insolenllv ;in hour a^'^o. The jnlcre-is of the public sjumker
clash with the inicn-l- of tiie i/anker; we are between two
lires. Now you undcr-laiid how thorny affairs iieeome ; vou
have to saii-fy ev,.rybody~tlie clerk^. the pe.)ple in "the
fhambers. and the p, op],, in the anle-chambers. and the
Ministers-

'"

'The Minister-'"' a-ked I'ilbrault, who wi.-hed to probe
this partner's mind t!ioroii-hlv.

"Ves, sir, the Miiii-ter.-."

"Well, tlicn, the new-papers are ri;:hl," said I'illerault.

"Uvn- is uncle on politic-." said Birotteau; ".M. Claparon
bas set him off."

•\ew.-p;ipcr- !"
s;iid Clajiaroii. "ihere are some more con-

'"imded hunibu->: \cw-p,-ipcrs throw us all into ocmfusion;
tiny do 11- a e-ood liirn now and then, hut the erutd nifrbts
they in..;l„. „„. >p,.n,i: I u,)iild as li..f b,. without them;
they ar-e the laiin of -ny ey,.^ i;, f,.,,.,, p,,rinir over them and
workin;: out calculations."

"I'.nt to return to the Miub-ters," said PiUerault, hoping for
revelations.
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Miiiislcrs hiiv>> ('xif,'('iiciofi wliicli iiri' piin.'ly ;.'nviTiiiinMil:il.

Hut wliiit ain I ('iitiii<.'; is it iiriilimsiii ?" ask.ij Chiparon,
!in rrii|itiiii.' luinsclf. "IIiti' is a .-ort of xMUr that yni only
li.nf ill cilizfii.^' hoiiMs; vuti never fret it at grill)--lio[»s— ^"

At tliat wonl. the ornaiiieiits on Mnie. Kagon's cii. -kippeil
i !^ rams. Claparon gathered that the expre.-^ion was low,

• iiiij Irii'd to retrieve liis error.

-That is what th<' liea^U of large hanking tirnis call the
iii_'h-e!a.-.s tavern.-;—Very, and the Fren-; Proven. .anx. Well.
n.'ither those vile grnli-hop^. nor our rno>t aeeonijdished
'">iks, make yon a .«oft, mellow sauce; some give vow wator
uilh lemon-jniee in it. and others give you elienueal eoneoc-
lioiis."

The conversation at dinner eliiefly consisted in attacks
fr..m I'illeranlt, wlio tried to jdund) his man, and onlv found

I !!i[)tiness; lio lonki'd njton him as a dangerous person.
'•Il is/roingonall rigiit," said K'oguin in Charles Claparon's

CI r.

Oil! I phall get out of my elotlies to-ni^dit. I suppose,"
::'i-wered ('la[)aron, who was gasping for lireatli.

'\\i' are ohiiged to nse our dining-room as a sittinfr-rnom,

.-r."^ said IJirotteau. ''hecause we are lo.iking forward to a

! ii!e gatlioring of our friends in eighte-'ii days' time, partly
I'l celebrate the liheration <<{ the soil

"

"Ifight, sir; I myself am also for the (iovernrnent. Mv
p'llitical convictions incline nie to th(> slain (ji/'i of tlie great
iii.!!i who guides the destinies of the house of Au-tria. a fine

'!inwl Keep what you have, to get more: and. in tli(> lirst

!'!ice, get more, to keep what you have.—So now vou know
1

:' hottoni of my opinions, which have the honor to he those
'

1' I'rincc Metlernich I"'

"Tartly on thi' occasion of my promotion to the Order
'

!' tlie Legion of Honor."' Cesar went on.

"Why. yes. 1 know. Now who was telling nio ahout that?
>'* !^ it the Kellers, or Nucingen'r"'

Itoguin, amazed at so much presence of mind, signified
- admiration.
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H\ M'lll' ,!' !llr\. inrM! - III p. I ri|||i.r\ ; tln' riMlilhon- kllnw
liiiw In i>uai.| iiriil nf .•\.'|-. I, iii|. All! I,-! n- -land liv

our ;;iiiirMii~ Iru'iiiiii.ali' I'riiu. . im uitnm ur -h.-ill owe iin-

lit';ini--it' [ilM.ji, 1-||\ ;l'..TiiI •.. 1,, i'nf, \,,li rn.Tv li'' ^lln nf

it. tlif iii-liir.ii mil I', ,|. i!|,ii -h,. i)in,t , iiicr tin' li-ls with

tlif \iiifmv. iiml llir I'.'-imii iMii u 11 in.ik. pi'ai'cfiil mu-
(|iic-t - ; V(H| will -CI- I .ii.|ii. -I . !

'^ (Ml Will til) ilniilit li.iiiiir 11-^ hv cDiiiiif.r to ntir Kail, sir,'"

.•-^aiil .M inc. I I'-.if.

''!"<! ^jii'iiil an iNi'tntiL' with vnii, inailaiiii'. I would mi-s
a cli.anci' of nijikiiiLr iiiillion-.""

'"lie (irtaiiily i.- a lialililir," -aid Crsar in liis iincleV

oar.

Wliilo till- uaiiiii,;: Ldorv ..f tlii> tjiirrti of ],'i)<:r-t wa.-^ aliont

to vhcd alifo.-id it,- pai^ lu; im;, -, .-i t'aint star \va> ri>inLr above
llii' loriiiiiiTiial horizon : ai that vcrv hour, little I'opiiiot

w;i< laviiii: t'lc I'oiuidatioii- ot' hi- forlini!' in I he liiic dcs

('ini|-l Mainaiils. Tlio Uue di-- ('ini|-I >iaiiiant-. a short, nar-

row tlioroii'jht',-iro. wh-fi' ln;idcd \\,i-on- I'.iii -carcclv pass

I'M! li otlirr. nni- hct\....!) the K'nc d"< l,oiiihard< and the

Iiiif .\iilir\ -l('-l'.oiic||i r, iiiio wh;. h ii opens jii-t opposite the

I'lid of thr l.'iic (^tiiin. ;i!np(,i\. that >lreet so fainniis in the

hi-ioi-y of {•"raneo and of ..Id j'ari-.

Ill -oitc of ilii- narr.iw '!. --. thi' iii-;ir nei'_rlil)orliood of the

drir-.'i-t-" (iii;irtrr m.id- iln' pl.ice c.iiv. iiieiit : and from tliat

|ioi|iI (if view, i'.ipillot ll.id n..t III.!''.' a had elloiee. Thi'

hoii-(. (till -.lotid fr..ni ill.' riid ncui-i the Wiie de< Lom-
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i ifii-) W)is ^n (link, that :ii tmii'-i it sv.i- iit'ic-^siirv to wnrk

.illltU'iill li^'lit Ml lilc 'Lin liliii'. i'ii|iiliitl had laki'li [mi."-

--Imii the *'\cnii);,' Inl'nr'' •!' all il- darkr-t ami iii<>-t uii-

.,,,r\ rfcr--c-;. Hi- |irci!rci'— (ir. a dealer in treael.' and
:.iu -iipiiv, had left his ?iiaik nti th • place; the walN. tho

.iii|. and the .-lui'eh'iii-i- hore uniiii-iakalile traces uf his

t n\y.i{ imi.

li:i:iL:ine a hii'ijc and riiuniv slio|i. and huLTe d<>or> harrcil

i:ii iron and ]painied dra;:nn-^'reeii, the Milid jrnn mtkII-

.>']]:. uith ImiIi li.in!. n< larirc as inushrounis hv way of

•iiiaiii. nl. The sliMh was adorned and proiccted. n< hakcrs'

liu[i» U-ed o he, li\ \m'e-\\(>rk lalli(cs. uiliiil luiL'ed at t ho

i'otloin. and was jiaved with .irreat slahs of white stimc,

I rai ked for the nio-i part. The walN of a iruarddioii.se are

Mil yellower nor hanr. l-'nr-tlur on eaine the hai k-^lioji and

kiielien. which looked out into the yard; and lieliind thcso

ij.iin a >etond .-toreronni. whicii must at one time have hevn

! -tahle. An iii.-ide >taii'ca.~e li..d licen contrived in the hack-

• !i ']!. hy w hi( h you ;_'aincd two r^onis i hat lonkcd out upim tho

-;nei; here i'opinot meant to have hi- countini:-housc and
!

- Iciluers. Ahove the wai'chou>e there were three snuill

renins, all hacked a,i:ain.'-t the party-wall, and lighted hy win-

d lAs on the .-ide fd" the yard. It wa> in the.se dilapidated

r'ieiiis that I'opinot pro])oscd to live.

The view from the windows wa.- >hiit in hy the hi^h wall?

'\':i\ r.>.-e aliout the diiiiiv. crooked yard, w.dls su damp thai

e\iii in the driest wcathi'r they looked as if they had been

!iewly distempei'ed. The cracks !n tlu' paviri<:-.-tones were

'ioked with hiack. inalodornus filth. <leposite,| there durinu'

"!' tenancy id' the dealer in treacle and raw su^ar.-. So
• 'leli for the outlook. .\s to the rooms theni>elves, only
'•"• <d' them hoasted •,; lireplace; tho jloors were of hrick. the

'1 mI!s Were unpapered.

(..nidissart and I'opinot had hecn hnsy there ever .-inee

'..' niorniii;:. puttini: uj) a cheap wall-paper with their own
iiid- in the u'.'ly i-oom ; a journeyman |)aperhan^er whom

• .iudi.-sart ferreted out had varni>!ie(l it for them. Tlie

f'^
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funiiturc cmi-i-ird oT a >tiiilciitV iiiaitn'.-s, a woodon bod-

stead paiiiii il i\'d, a ricktly lli,:^llI^lallll. a vi'iHTablc chest of

di-av.ci-. a lai.'lf, a roiijMi' nl' aiiinliair-. ami liall'-a-duzcn ordi-

iiai'\ (liair,-. a |ii<'Mail (ynw I'uiiiiint lii,' jud^iri' to his iii'plicw.

(iaudi.-.-arl had pui a clirap [iitT-;.da-s over tlio ohimnoy-
jiicre. 1 1 wa- ahiiii.-i ei-!ii ocliicl, ill ihc cvcinn,!:, and the
two friiiid-. >ittiii;,'- hefiirc a li!a/ii'u- fire, were altout to dis-

cu.-s the rniiains of their l)reai\l'a>i.

"Auay Willi the cnhl iiiutidii I li is out of character in

ii hnu.-c-uariiiiiiir," cried (laiidi^.-art.

l'i)|)iiii>t lield uji his la>t tueiitv-fraiic ]iiece, which was
to pay for the prospectus. "I'.ut I

"
h(> hejran.

'''•'
•

." retorted (iaudi.-sart. stickiiiir a forty-franc
piece into his eye.

A knock at the ^l^eet door reverherated throuirh the vard.

It was Sunday, the work]ie(»ple were takin;.^ tiieir lioliday

away from their work-hojis, and the idle echoes greeted every
sound.

'There is my ini--ty man from the Kue de la Poterie,"

Ciaiidis>art went on. "For mv own part, it is not siinplv

T." hut i have.'
••

And, in fait, a waiter ajipeared. followed hy two kitchen
boys, carryiiiL'' hetwivn them three wicker l)askets. containinfr

a dinner, and crou tied by six bottles of wine selected with
discrimination.

'•r.iit how are we to eat sucli a lot of things?" asked
Popinot.

"There is the man of letters." cried Gaudissart. "Finot
und' r-taiid~ the ponqis and vanitie-, 'J'he artless youth
will lie here diiv.ijy with a prospectus fit to make your
hair staml on end (neat that. eh?), and prospectuses are
always dry work, "^'ou niiiM water the seeds if you mean to

liave flower'^.— Mere, minions." he added, striking an at-

titude for the betielit of ih- kitchen-bitys, "here's gold for
you."

lie held out i.ix sous wit!; a gesture worthy of his idol,

Napol.'on.
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•"Thank you. ^I. (iall(li^^llrt, said the SL-ullioiis, more
jiltiisL'd witli llio joko than witli tht- money.

".\s for thee, my .-on." lie coiitinufil. turnin^r to tho

naitfr wlio rcnuiint'd, "tht'rc is a portrc-s Iutc. She
(riuiclH's in tlie (l(.'])th> of a cave, where at times >he doe.s

-iHie cooking', as crewliile Xausi<aa did tiie uashinu-. >imi)ly

i V way of rehixation. Hie thee to her, wnrk on her trustful

iMture; interest lier, youn^^ man, in the temperatun* of lliy

h'll di.-hcs. Say to her tliat she shall he hle.->ed. and ahove

lil tilings respected, highly respected, hy Felix (laudissart,

-••!i iif .lean-Frani.-ois (iaudi^sart. and j.;rand>oii id' (iaudis-

sart, vile proletaries of remote lineage, his anee.-tors. Off

uith you. ami act in sueh a sort that everything shall i)o

g'ldd : for if it i.-n't, 1 will make you laugh on the wrong side

'!' your face.''

There was another knock at the door.

"That is the ingenious Andoehe,'" said daudissart.

.\ stout young fellow suddeidy entered, lie hail some-
v ' it eliuhhy cheeks, was of middle height, and from head to

: looked like the hatter's son. .\ certain shrewdness
hirked heneath the air of eon^traint that sat on his rounded
I'^aiures. Tlu liahitual ilejection of a man who is tireil of

[»i\,.rty left him. ami a hilarious exjiression crossed his coun-
tiri.ince, at the sight of the jireparations on the tahle and the

-iL'iiifieant seals on the hottle-corks. M (lamlissart's shout,

a iwinkle came into the pale-hlue eyes, the iiig head, on
'vini h a Kalmuck physiognomy had heen carved, rolled from

'!'' to side, and he gave I'opinot a distant greeting, in which
re was neither servility nor respect, like a man who feels

'I I of his element and stands on his dignity.

finot was just heginning to discover that he had no sort

"f talent for literature; he did not think of quitting his

' dling: he meant to e\]tloit literature hy raising himself

"!i the shoulders of men who po'isessed the talent which he
Inked. Instead of doing ill-]iaid work himsolf, he woidd
iiirn his business cajuuities to account. He was just at the

tirning-point ; he had exhausted the expedients of humility;

. "''Jir"
• -r
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lio li;i(l cxpiririicctl ti) llii' full llic Iminiliafinii ot" f;iiliirc;

and. like llmsc wliu tiikc a wide dutlook oNcr tho financial

woi'M. hi' n'solvi'il to (li.inL:!' lii~ tactir-. ami to he insoleni

in i'utiirr. lit' nrrdfd capilal in tlic first instance, and
(Jaudissarl had opmcd ont a pro- pet I of niakiiiir the money
by [luttini: I'opiiiot's oil hefore the pidilic.

"Vou wdl make his an'aiiucmeiit.- with the newspapers,''

(iaudi,->ail had said, '"lnn doiTl swindle him: it' you do, there

will he a diml to llu' death l.ietween us; give him value for

his money I"

I'opinot looked uneasily at lIn' 'author." Your true man
of hu>ine>s re,t:ards an author with niixi'd feelimrs. in which

alarm ami curio-ity aro hlemled with comjiassion: and
though I'opinot ha<l hecii well eihicated. his relations' atti-

tude of mind and ways of thinking, togviher with a course

of drudgery in a shop, had produced tlu'ir cfTect on his in-

telligemc, and he Imiu hmeath the yoke of use and wont.

You can .see this hy noticing the nielamorphoses which ten

years will effect among a hundi'eil ho\ >, who when thev left

school or college were almost exactly alike.

.\ndoche mh-tonk the ini]>re>sion which he had made for

adnuralion.

"\'ery well. Let us run thinuLrh tlie yiro-pectus l^efore

dinner, then it will he olV our minds, and we can drink."

said (iaudissart. "It is uiu-ninfMrlahle lo rcai! al'ier ilinner;

the t(Ulgue is digesting too."

"Sir." said I'opinot. "a jirospectus id'len means a whole

fortune."

".\nd for !iohodies like inc." said .\ndoche, "fortune is

nothiuLT hut a ])rospectus."

"Ah! very good." said (Iaudissart. '"'rhat droll fellow

of an .Vndoche has wit enouLdi for the forty."

"For a hundred," -aid rnjcpot. awe-truck with the idea,

(laudi^-art suatcheil up I he luanusci'ipt. and read aloud,

and with cmjiliasis. the Ht-! two word-—"Cephalic Oil I''

"1 like Cc-arinn Oil heitcr." -aid I'opinot.

"You don't know (hem in the provinces, my frieiul." said

:ii:
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(iaudissart. "There is a sur<ri<al operation known hy that

iianio, and they are so stupid, that they will thii\k vour oil

i- meant to facilitate childhirlh ; and if ihcy start ntf with

liie notion, it would he too hard work to hrinjr them all the

way hack to liair a.irain.'"

"Without defendiuir the name." oI)served the author. "I

w.iuld eall your attention to the fact that Cephalic Oil

i nans oil for the head, and resumes your ideas."

"do on!" paid Popinot imjiatiently.

And here follows a .second hi^torieal doc-ument, a pros-

jM'itus, which even at this day is circulating by thousands

among retail perfumers.

GOLD JIED.VL, PAUIS 1821*

CE?n.\LIC OIL

(Iniprovo<l Patent).

V(i rnametic ran m.ike the hair grow; ami in tlie Ranie way, it

'vinnot bo <lyed by cheinieal preparations witluint <hiiitrcr t>i tlie seat

"f till' intelliirenee. .S'iciice b:i« recently (troilaiined th;it tlic bair is

i)"\ a livinj: substance, an<l tiiat tbere is no means of preveiitiii); it

•"rnii lilancliinir or fallin<j out. To |preveiit xeiasia ainl talibiess, tbe

i ill) at tlie roots sbonld be preservcl frote al! atinosplicrie infinences,

;;iil tlie natural tetnperatnre <.f tbe bead evenly ni;iiiit:iiiic 1. Tbn
' ("I'plialic Oil ,' baseil on tbese princi))lcs establislieil by the TJoynl

\i aileiiiy of !<cionrrs, indncos tho important re-iult so bivrbly jirizeil

! y tjip .ancients, tbe Romans and Greeks, ami tlio nations of tbe

^ irtb—a fine beail of hair. Learned research has liroiiirht to liirht

!ih' fact that tbe nobles of olden times, who were 'listinirnished liy

' ir long, flowing locks, used no other means than tiiese; iheir

I'lipe. hmg lost, has been int'eniously rediscovered by A. I'oI'Inot,

nveiitor of "Ccjibalic Oil."

r.i ])rcser%-e tbe glands, and not to pro\ ike an impossible or hnrt-

f'll stimulation of the dermis which contains tlietr., is, therefore, tho

• Tho next "Quinquennial Exiiibition."

t !*
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lalcs a iicli('ioii«
function of '•(\.,,|i:,li,()il.-- This,,il, whi.h cxl
fraLTaiHc, p.-.v.nts tliv rNfuliation .,f tl„. prlliH,. ; whilo tlie suh-
«tamrs of ulnrl, it is rn,u^,u„;\ (tlu- ..ssmtial oil of tl... l.azH-nnt
iKMntr thr ,.nn,i|,;,l Hrmcnt > r„„„t.rari tl,.. HlVrts of ,.t...osi,h,.ri.'
a.r upon tli.. I„.ul, thus prrv.ntin- rhills. .atarrli 1 hM uri
I'K'a.s.nt .„r,.,,halir atlrrti.,,,. by inai n!ai ui „- t !,. ,uit..,al t.'m,.,T,-
tnrv. In ,|,,s Munn.r tl„. .dan,l>, wl,i,-l, .ontain tlit- Imir-pro.lunn-
s.v.vl,ons, a.,. n..v..r attark.,] l,y 1,.,,, ..^ ,.„,,,. .^ (in,. I,,ud of hui;
-tl.a v'Innui.s p,o,i,at >, ln..|,ly vahu:] l,y ..itlaT .rx-nmy hv n-
'ai.U'.l f

. .•xtn„H..,l.la_',-|,ytl,.. „>. of ' • (Vphaii.- Oil,'- uhi.-h
.mrarts ,o „,.• I,ai,- ,1,.. h.illian,,. Mil^i,,.... and .loss .vhich .unsti-
tutfs Hi,, c'jianii o( <lnl,|,vn's lira-ls.

l'i.v. lions for us., an. isHu.,| o,, ,1„. «rap,,..r of i.vc.ry bottle.

l>ii;i:(TioNs iDii rsi-;

It is p,>rft...tly ns,.K.ss to apply oil to tl,.. hair itsHf : hosi-Ios Loinc- ahsuni superstition, i, is an ol,noxio„.s practi..,., for the .-osmetic
li'avi.s Its traci.s (.v.ryu h.r,..

:. iS only ,„.,.,.ssary t , part tlu- hair with a .on.!,, an,l toapplv the-I tu h,. roots ,.v..ry n.orninir with a s-nall spon^v. proceodin^r'tlnm
;•"' tin. who!.. snrfa....or „,.. skin has n.....,v. ,1 a sliiht appli.;t
th.. ha.r hav,n,' l„...n pn-viou.ly ..,,,,1.,.,! an.l l.rushnl

lo pn V, :„ spuriow. i,„i,a,ious, ..a,-], l,o„!.. h.ars th. si^rnatur. of— 'tor. s„l,l a, tho prir,.of thkkk kkv.x.s l,y A. Popixot,
Unt- (Irs ( in.j-Diainanls, <,»narli,r ,hs f.on.hanU l>.„.is
^jns parti,-„larly n.,iu....,.,l that all .onunnnic-atio,; l,y post should

N.,TK.-.\. PoWNor also s,,p,,lios e.soncs a„,l phar„mreati..al prep-

'•i*ao-hutt(.r. ralrinr, ,a~t,,r ,,il, -.t ra-tcra.
"

-Mv .Irar iVlIow.- s;,i,I ,!„. lI|„.,,.io„s Oaudissart. aclclres.-
n.t: I- mot. ",t i.. p.rlV.Hv writi,.,, ! Y,. .o,ls. how wo p]un-(.

Ah I -n.TatulaI..vo„l,.„.,,lv:,h,.n.
is literature of so.,,0

-\ !ini. jinw[„., (11- (•I'!r<l 'piiiot eiiiliusiastieallv.

,,"'V"'"''-"''^'
^"""""^' '^^' !'MtM>lnwto Maeas^r?" sai.l

<''"'.l!..,rl. r.MM^ to his lV.t w„h a .nagister.al air. to pro-
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iliiiin with an oraturical ;,'i'sliiri' Ijclwcfii each word, "'Vou

—

( ;i 11 111 it—make— liair—grow. It—cannot— l)c—dyed—wilh-

i.iit—danger!" Alia! success liiR in that. ^lodiTU seiunoe

r.iiniboratcs the cii^toni of tlic ancients. Vou can suit your-

M-if to old and young. You have to do with an old man.

—

.\lia, sir! the (ireeks and IJoiuans, the aneieiits. were in the

right ; they were not such fools as some would make them
"III to be! Or if it is a young man.

—

My dear fellow, an-

other discovery due to the progress of enlightenment; we are

progressing. What must we not e.xpeet from steam, and the

i' legrajih, and such like inventions? This oil is the out-

i"iiie of M. \'au(|uelin"s investigation> ! Mow if we were to

[iriiit an extract from M. Vamiueliirs pajjer, eh? Capital!
• ome. Finot. draw up your chair! Let us stow the victuals,

mill tij)ple down tlie champagne to our vouiilt friend's suc-

, ,->s
!"

"It seemed to me," said the author niode.-tly, "that the
liine for the light and playful pros{)cctus has gone hv ; we are

1 rilrriiig on an ( poch of science, and must talk learnedly
and authoritatively to make an impression on the jnihlic."

"We will push the oil. My feet, and my tongue too, are

hankering to go. 1 have agencies for all the houses that
'1' a! in hairdressers' goods, not one of them gives more than
iliirty per cent of discount; make up your mind to give forty,

and I will engage to sell a hundred thousand bottles in six

months. I will make a set on all the druggists, grocers, and
hairdressers! .And if you will allow them forty per cent
"11 your oil, they will all send their customers wild for it."

The three young men ate like lions, drank like Swiss,

and wa.ved merry over the future success of the Cephalic
Oil.

"This oil goes to your head," said Finot. smiling, and
'laudissart exhausted whole series of puns on the worci<,

oil. head, and hair.

In the midst of their Homeric lauuditer over the dessert,

till' knoc-ker sounded, and in >]iit.' of the toasts and the wishes
f-r luck exchanged among the three friends, they heard it.

tfajL-ije^

i;;-" «?^f
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CMC
ll I.- iiiv iiiiclc. lie is (Mpalilc of coiuiii,:,' to sec int',

I I'l'liillnl,

"An uncle ;-
:i.-kci| I'lnoi, "aii'l we have iidt a ^'lassl"

'.M\- Irieiid |'n|)iiiiir> uncle i~ an c\aniinin,ir iiiaLri.-tratc,

said (lainli>^ai'l. Iiv wiw nf reiilv lo F lint : "there IS no oc-
casion to hoa\ Mini, lie savet

\onr-i ir in the li\ I was
tile r,- here, hnii'il,-

i iiiv life. .\h ! if yoii had found
ill. with the scalfold slariii^f you in

(and:ocs Miiir liair lor

•»' imitated the fatal knife hy a ^'estufe), "you woidd be
apt to I'cincinhcr the ri-htcoiis jiidiic to whmn xon owe .the
preservation of the chaniicl that the champa,LMie jroes down!
^ on woulil fcnicni her 1 lini if Vol! were dead drunk. Y ou
don't knew. Fiiiut. hut what you may want .\[. Popinot one
(lav. nrvlnlh : Y lU iiui>t make vour bow to hiin. an ll

thirtei ti ti) the dozen

It v,as. as a matter of fact. <li ihthe 'riuiitcous jiHiire. wlio
was a.-kimr tor his nephew of the woman who opened the
door. .XiiMline rcco.iiiii/.cd the voice, and went down, candle
in hand, to lij:ht his wav.

"(iood-cvciniiir. ;:enllemen." said the nia.iristrate.

The llhistrioiis (iaudi.-sart maile a profound how. Finot
looked the newcomer over with drunken eyes, and decided
that i'opinot's uncle was tolerahly W((odenlieaded.

"There is no luxury here." said tiie jud^'e. pravcly look-
ing round the room: "hut. my hoy. you must he;,'in bv bein"
nothini: if you ai'c to he somethinjf "reat."

"How profound he is!" said (oiudissart. turninfj to Finot.
"An idea for an article."" said the journalist.

"Oh! is that yon. sir?"" said the .judire. recoirnizinjr the
commercial traveler. "Khl what arc you doin<r here?"

"I want to <lo all my little part. sir. tcnvards makini: vour
dear nephew's fortune. We have just been ponderintr over
the pro~pcctiis for this oil of his. and this ireiitleman here
is the author of the pro-peetu-. wjiicli seems to us to be one
of the fiUe-t thiuirs in the literature of periwitrs."'

Till' jikIl;!' looked at Finot.

"'I'liis e-ciitlcinan is M. .\ndoche Finot,"" Gaudissart said,
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•'111' of the nio.it (]i.«tinfjui?ho(l yonn;r mrn in liforatiiro; ho
'

- jioliticiil IfudtTS and tho minor theatres for the (iovcrn-
:.<nt newspajKTs ; lie is a Minister who is by way of boing

m1i author."

Hero Finot tiigfrod at Gaudissart's coat-tails.

"Very well, boy.s" said the jud<:e, to whom these words
•xjilained the ajipearanco (>{ the table covered with the rem-
i.ants of a feast very excusable under the circumstances.

'•As for you. Anselme," he continued, turning to Popinot,
'"Lnt ready To pny a visit to M. Birotteau; I must go to see

liini this evening. You will sign your deed of partnership;
1 have gone through it very <arefnlly. As vou are goinir to

manufacture your oil in the Faubourg du Temple. I think
iliat he ought to make over the lease of the workshop to you,
;;nd that ho has power to sublet; if things are all in order.
It will save disputes afterwards. Thc.«e walls look to me to
he Very damp. Anselme; bring up trusses of straw, and put
liiem round about where your bed stands."

'pL\cu.>;e me, sir," said Gaudissart with a courtier's
suppleness, "we have just put up the wall-paper ourselves
t'l-day, and—it—is—not quite dry."

''Economy! good I" said the judge.

''Listen." said Gaudissart in Finot's ear: "my friend
i'opinot is a good young man ; he is going off with his uncle,
HI come along and let us finish the evening with our fair
rousins."

The journalist turned out the lining of his waistcoat
P'lcket. Popinot saw the manfcuvrc, and slijiped a twenty-
franc piece into the hand of the author of his prospectus.
'I'he judge had a cab waiting at the corner of the street, and
earried off his nephew to call on Birotteau.

Pillerault, M. and ^Mme. Ragon. and Roguin were play-
'ng at boston, and Cesarine was embroidering a fichu, when
the elder Popinot and Anselme appeared. Roguin. sittini:

•pposite ^fme. Ragon. could watch ('esariTie. who sat by her
Mde. and saw the happy look on the girl's face when An-
selme came in, saw her flush up red as a pomegranate
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flower, and calliMl lii> h,;!,].,

nificaiit j.'f>turc.

'So tliis is to !)! a ilav nl'

li'ikV aitriiiKiii to li'T l)y a sig-

Itcd.-. i> ii y >ai(l tlu' iicrfiiiiRT,
when ^TeetiiiL's had hren exehanged, and ihe judge ex-
])hiiiied ihe reaMni nf the \i>\{.

<'e>ar. An.-el

I

leinpurarv (|nar|tT> (Hi tlu

ne. and ihe jud-v went up to the [lerfniner -

e second floor lo dehate the mat-
ter of the 1, ;!>(• and the (hrd of ].arlner>hi|i drawn up hv
tile ehler I'oiMHnt. It was arran-ed that the h-a.-e >houh"i
run for eij^hleeii \earv. M, as to i)e eoiiU'rininoiis with tiie

lease (d' the liouse jn the I.'ue des ( 'iiui-Diainants ; trifling
matter as it appeared at the time, it wa.- de.-tined later to
(•erve UirotteauV interests.

\\ lien they returned to the sitting-room, the elder Popi-
not, surprised hy the confusion and the men at work on a
Siindav iiMhe liuii-e (,f so devout a man, a-ked the reason
of it ad. 'I'ld- wi!< the (pie-^tion for which Cesir was wait-
ing.

"Although you are not worldly, sir, you will not olijcct
to our eelelM-aling our didiverance; aiKl' that is not all—if
We are arranging for a little gathering of our friends, it is
partly al>.. to cel.hrate my jironiotion to the oriler of the
Ix^gion of Honor."

"Ah!" said the examining magistrate (who had not been
decorated).

"It may he that I have shown myself not unworthy of
this signal mark of I.'oyal favor by discharging niv func-
tions at the 'I'rihunal . . . oii!"r mean to sav Consular
Tribunal, and by lighting for the Eovalist cause on the
stops "

"Y(>s," saiil the niagi>trato.

"Step< of Saint-K'och. on the 13th of Vendemiairo, where
I wa> Wounded \>\ Xapoleon."

"1 ^halI be glad to come," said M. Popinot : "and if my
wife is well enough. I will bring her."

"Xandrot," said Koguin, on the doorstep, "give up all

'smi%caaiim\^ -'-fif2aKZ> . zth !^
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!-i.;.hts of inamin. (NVnnn,.; in MX w...k.- time you will" tli'it I have -uvM _v..ii M.uii.l ,„mi>,.l-
"^

"\\(iv:-" asked Crotfat.

•Ah-K'ar fellow, J!„un,.au ,> al.uui ,„ spend a hundred
' ;- -nd Iranes over ,h,s hall of his. and he ,. embarkin.hi.
^^ "I- lortuno, against n,y advice, in this huildin^dand

;

.'. Marry Mile. Lonrdois. the hou.e-pauiter-s dau^d,--. >lK. has three hundred thousand franes to hor fortune
'"'- planned tins sluft for y<.u. If you wHl pav nuA owu

;i;:':zLr^:ne?^^'"^^^™^^'-^—-^^-^'--

i
I

The splendors of the perfumer's fortheoniin^r hall an-
"— 1

to Kurope hy the newspapers, were ver^.li L K--"-Krd u. c..nnnereial c^reles hy iiyin. run.ors of w^l^
:;:l''" ••"'l'l<'v-.l ni.ht and .lay on the perfumer's house
I - r.m,ors took various forms; here is was said that Cesar
'I Mken the house on either sale: th.-re, that his drawin-

^'.JY.n,s
w.;re to he .ilde.l; son.e said that no iradespeopie

;:"1' 1- .nv.ted and that the hall was ,.ven to (Jover«t
•' -als on y; and the perfumer was severelv hlanu.! for hk
|.n..n;th.yseoifedathispoIitiealaspirath>ns,thevd^^

' .
he had heen wounded! More than one seheme" was set

;h.
,
m the seeond arrondissement. in eonsequenee of the

I. the fnends of the fan.ily took thin.irs quietlv, but the
MIS of distant aequaintanees were va^t

-n.ase ^ho have favor to i,estow, never laek courtiers;-
'1 a ^^oodly number of the ^ruests were at no little pains

'' i.roeure their cards of admission. The Hirotteaus were
::'"

,
^'\fi;»^;=:;.n'any friends whose existence thev had

- Hispected. ih.s ea,i:erness on th,Mr part alarm..] Mme""tf^iu; she looke.l more and more -loomv as the dav.
-'.t by and the s.,lemn festival can,; n..arer. She had

,

---d to ( esar trom the very first that .he slx.uld not"H how to act her part as ho.stess. and the innumerable small
-'ails frightened her. Where was the plate to come from'

"II

In!
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llnW ;il)iilll llic ^]il», lllr Tf I'rc.-lllncnt s. the UtvU- iltnl -pooils:

Atiil will) wniilil look after it nil?— She 1i(;xl".i| Uirnttrini t'l

>l.iii| 11. Ill' ||||. door iiiiii .-(•(• tliMt in> ntii' cairic who Iia^I

iH't liri'i; a-kci| to tile Kail; >lic liail luanl .-traii^'f lliiiiLr-

iiliiiiii [Mi.|i|i' who catiic \i) ilaiici's ciainiin^' a(c|uaiiitaiici'

with ji wlium thi'V dill imt kimw hv iiaiiu'

Oiii' i\i iiiiiL'. trii days JMl'iirc the t'amnus Sunday. Mo-
sifui- i>ra-iliiiii. (Irindiil. Loiirilnis, and C'liaiTarou.x tin." con-

tractiir ha\iirj uixi'ii ihrir uoni ihat the rnoiiis should in

ready fur tlie Hlh of lliremiier. there Iiad heen a hui;:li-

ahle eniireiviiie al'dr fliiiiier 111 the liiiinlilc little sittinfr-

rooiii oil the iiiezzaiiiiie Hour—Ce-^ar ami his wife and
ilaiiu'liter \\i IV iiiakiiii: a li-t of ;.Mie-ts and writiiiu' the cards

of iii\ ilat ion. wliiili had heen sent in oiilv that niorniiiL',

nicely [irinted in the l';nLrli>li fa-hion on rose-colored i>ai)er.

in aieordaiKc with the precepts laid down in tho ('anipleh'

(Jllii/r In h'tlijinllr.

"I^ook lierel'" said d'-ar; ''wo nnist not leave anyViody nut."

"If we for;:et any one," remarked Con-tance, "we shall

he reminded of it. Mine. Derville, who never called upon
ns hefore. sailed in \eslerday eveninir in <xreat state."

"She was Very pivtty; 1 liked her." said Cesarino.

"Yet hel'ore she was married she was even worse off than
1." said ('on>lanee: '"she used to do plain needlework in

the line Mont mart re; she has made shirts for your father."

"Weil, let ns put the <sri-,\l people down at tho top of the

li-t." said Ce-ar. "Write 'M. le Due and Mine, la Duchosse

de l.eiioncourt," ( V>ariiie."

"(ioodnorl (War." cried Constance. "f)ray don't bejzin

to -enil invitations to people whom von onlv know tlirnni:li

the liii--iness. Are M'U .iroinL' to ask th(> Princesso do Rla-

nii>iit-('hau\ ry ? She is more nearly related to vonr late

iroi limit her. the Manpii-e d"l'\elle-, than even the Diio de

l.enoiicourt. And shall you ask tho two MM. Van lenosse.

M. d'' Marsay. M. de iioiKpierolh -, M. dWii^leniont : in short

all vniir custoiner.s':' Ymi are mad; honors are turning your

heatl
••'
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"V.'>: l.ul M. I Cnini,. ,1.. Fniif.-.ir, ami lii. niiiiilv Fl,
"^

ii' UM. ton„n. 1., ilu. V"..,, „/• A-,,.,,, ,„„,.,r ,i„. „,„,.• ,.|'

'•'.,/-./.,,/.,> u,,| ,1,.,,,,,. ,M 1,. M ,.,„.,, I,. .MuM.auran
',";''> •""' -^f- '"' '' iilll^MNi,. IV. vv!„„„ t||..v ,,,11,, I t|„.

^ "/'U.s ,M tlu. ,l;,v. lM.f,„v tlu. n,,,„ :nhur nf'tli.. l;{,|, (,f
\ '^l-M,,,,,n.. Ah.l i!,..v UM„|,| shak.- hands w.tli vo.i tlu-n.

•

.
II \va.s 'My (! ar I5in.ii,,ni. k., |, vuur liMai-f up and
VMur l.fr. Iikr t|„,

,,.s| ..f us. for th,. p,o,l c,,u>..:' We
"M

1 llu\v-c(iiis|. ralnrs.'"

"''"' '"" '•' '- ^"I'l ('"ti-tancc: "if M. .1,. la i^illar-'' and Ills son aiv ((.niin-. tlicv iMU>t hav.- sonii'Ijodv to
:h

, k Id.

^'1 dnw-n his nani,.. (Vsinn..;' <yu\ Birottrau.—•////-
/' "'.v. Ills Wnr-hi), il„. I'tvl-r.-t „r th.' S,.im-; h,. niav ..r

'"" ""*• I"" Ik' 's th.- hrad of th.. niunhipal cornora-
•1. and 'hiHun- (o whom honor is dn.'."— M. d- hi l$illar-

i;';'. th.. mayor, and hi> son. (Writ,- ,h.wn th<' nunilK-r
'• [..'(.pi. alltT (.v..r.\ nam...)—Mv ..olh-a-n... M. (Iranot

^ Ins wif... .Sh.. IS v.rv iiulv, hut. all tlu- san..-. w ran-

;

"av.. h,.r ..ul.- M. Ciind. th.. -.d.lsinifh. Cohon..! of th.'
^iiional (iuar.l. an.l his wilV an.] t\v.) . ufrhtors. Thoso

' '*'''*
' <-aII th.. aulhonlics. Xow for th.' I .wi"s'—

M I.' Comt.. and Mmo. la (•..in(..sse do F.-ntaino andlhi-ir
' .-'ht.T, Mill'. Kniili.. .1,. Fontain..."

An insolont f,'irl, wh.i makes nio cmw ou! of tho shop
'" -"ak to her at h.'r larria,-.'.' door in all w.Mthcrs." paid
•!n p. Cosar. "Jf she (•.,m(.s at all. it will h.- to make fun

'n that fas..'. p..rhai)s she will roino." sai.l C.'sar, who
'Mil to fill his r..oms at all costs. "Cn on. CV'sarim^—

<'<>int.' and Mine, la Comtcss.. .], (Jranvill... niv land-
th.' hardest Ii.'ad

—Oh! hv th.' l.v. M. ,1

in the Coiiit ..f Appeal. D.-rvill.

a Hillai-'!i("'re has arranircd for

If: it

pr.'senti'd lo-niorn-w i»y M. ],. ( 'omte .!.> Ijace
IS .)

IH'do

and to the h,

nly polit.. to ask th,' iirand Chano.'ll.jr t.

M. V in.pielin. I'ut hi d.)wn for
iin n.T and for tiie l.alj too, Ccsariiie. And, while we
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I'rriit IIiIjcI' iI , ;i II lil. ( IlllVnSlllr-. ;|ll.l tllr ]'ri)\'\- fillllih

- M. I'

MlIM I'

'|iinni. jih!

'

M.

tli>' 'rnliuiiiil 1)1' tlif Stiiii'. iith

Hllol iHlil Ml |
lll'IDll, h'' i- ;iii u-luT <if

lil 'ri\ \ ( ';i;iiiilirr. .iihI a I'll. ii'I «'| til.' i; ii:mii-. ; it I- s:iii

tll.ll I ill ir il,lllL.'l:lrl' I- I" ill' llliirrii'ii In "Iti' nf M , ( ':ililll-n!V

Mill- li\ III- lir-l iii;iiTim:t'.'"

'('r-.-ii'. lid mil rnruii \niinL: Il'ir.iri' IJiiiiii li'iii ; lie is M.

i'()iiiiiur,- IIif|ilifVV :iliil Ai !-'•; nil' - III ll-ill." pUl in Cnll-lillli I'.

Ail, t<i ill- -iinl Ci'-aniii' lia> put a (iuurr finir vitv

lllll\ .llirr IIh nllltlll t-.— M. ami Miiir. lialiuiirdin M

I'aiiniinliii is at tlir in ail ul" oiif oi" (lie iliiiarl iiidits In M.

1 i.i;!aiii!iiT - (ii\ i-iun -M. Curl III) till' >anit' il

partiiiciit. anil lii- witV a

Tiers in M. Malil'at"

ml sdii ; tlii'V ari

(iincrrn: ami \vliil<' wr

pill ilitwn M. am! Mim-. ami Mlii', .Malifal.

Tile Malifat- iircn nia tvillL' nViTllII

sli'rpini:-{)iirt-

jirc iilxmt it.

fnr tlii'ir

f ricml M. aii<l Miiir. Cnllcxillr. M. anil Mim', 'I'liuiliiir,

ami till' Saill,ii-iU.

'\V|. si lull SI'l ant ('('>ar. "Our stniklirDkcr, M. .Tulc-

|)r>iiian't.- ami lii- \\i

">iu' Ul

('('sar IIH'

1 111' tile ])rctti('<t wniiian in tiic room I" criiMl

| lilxc luT. oil I more tlian any one!""

'I)ervi!le ami liis wife."

.Iii>t put iIm\mi M, anil Mine. Coijuelin. wlio took over

uncle rilleraultV liii>ine>s.'" said Constance, Tllev iiiaui'

so sure of lieillLT a-

a irrami l,ali-i|

il. tiiat the poor little t)iin_' is liavii

re-s niaile liv mv ilrcs>ma <er— a wliite satin

oscrskirt c,i\riril wuli tulle, eniltroiilercil with iilue chicory

llowers. It woiilil not liave taken much to persuade her

to have a l'oIiI emlirnidered eourl-dress. If we left them

out. we -lioiild make two liitter enemies."

"Put tliem diiwii, Cc'-arine: we inn.-t sliow mir respect

fill' trade, for we ari- tradespeople ourselves.— M. and ^Ii lie,

hOLTUm.

M ininin. M mo. i\OL.Miin w II wear her ririirc, all lier

diamond-, and her Micidin 1 ice irowii.

•.M. and Mme. I chas. Cesar ;.ontinued.—'*.\nd next.
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'• F'lVMcl.ril of thr Trihima! ..f (
' ,nifii,iv,. ;,ti,l his wifo

'' '"" 'i'iii-lit.r>
I I lur-ut 1.. pill thnu .Mncmir tlw autliuri-

I
•-).-"- .M. jiinl Mnii'. l.oiinl.ii- ,111. 1 \\>r\r il;mLrliirr —

M

' -'I''"""" >'"' l'^'i:|.,,.r: M. .hi Till.'t. M. (Iniidnt. M^
M-liiiiii\; I'llhniuli .111.1 lii> lan.llunh M, ,,11, 1 .Mm,., (''.nini-

til'' ri.il .Hik iiicnvr. iiri.l all th.^ir familv, tli- ..ti.^ at lli.'
''

'" [•"'.\!'''-lini.|U(. fiiul 111,. a.lv.Matf; h.^'uill ivcmv an
"' "'" '" ••> jii.!-.— ii." 1^ th.. .,n.' that is ,.n-a^v.l to he

" ''''I t.. ,M!|,.. Thirl. .n."

I' v.ill .,nl\ lir a I'rovin.ial apfinintiiuMif," >ai.| ('.'..arinc.
"M. Car.lot, <'aiiiii-^nt\ rath.T-in-hiu, an. I all th.. voiiiij?

>'.:nln\<. Slav: th.'tv aiv th.^ (iiiillauiiM'> in ih,. Ifi,,- ,Iu
• l"Mihi,.r. I,..has' wifr's

I
ph.. two „h| r,,|k wh.. will he

«;ill-ll.,«crs.— .\ir\aii<Ir.. ('rot tat.—(VIr<tin "

"'''P''. '!" 'i..t ror-rt M. .Vn.l.i.h.. Kinnt athi M. (laii.lirJ-

- Ml. i\V(. yoiiiii: rii.'Ti wh.i haw hcoii >.. useful t.. M. .\n-,.|i,i..."

'nhlisv.-irt? II,. n.,^ hinix.ir into tr.niM.-. [Jut, iievvr
" -I'l. li'' i-^ ^'"iIllr away in a f.-w .lavs, aii-l will trav.-l for

'

' "il.—so imt liitii ,i„wii: .\s f..r .MaM.-r Aii.I.m ii.. Tinot,
•' Ml is 111. to lis?"

"M. AiiMlin,. says that he will he a -ivat man: he is
- ' Itv.T as \(iltairt..*"

• An author is h.'? Tln.y are all of th.'m athei-ts."
I'm liini (lowii. papa: so far th.Tc aiv not s.. verv many

in.ri uho .iance. IVsi.lcs. your ulee pnispctiis for the oil
'" '- liis .loin,:.'."

II.- hi'lirvts in .)iir oil, does he?"' sai.l Cesar, "i'ut h
''' *n. dear child."

••"^o
1 too have my proteges on tli.- list." commented

' ' -:irilK..

I'ut .\I. Mitral, n.y pro,-ess-serv..r. an.! our doctor, M.
I!- i'liy: it is for form's sake, he will not come.

"lie will conic for his i/atne of canls" -aid Ci'sarino.
'Aii: hy III., hy. ('c>ar. I hope that voii will ask M. IWhlie

i- I'.iiix t.) diniiiTl"

"I Imve writt.'ii 1.) jiim .already." sahl ( '.''sar.

"li: we must not i'..rget Ix'bas" sistcr-in-hiw, Mine. .\n-

lum
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frustino (Ic S()iniiirr\ iciix." s-aid CiVariiii'. '-rour little th

!?lu' IS very iiiiwc

"See what c
.I'lia.- sail! that slir was ilvinj' (if grief/

'iiics ol niarrvi!)'' an arti- 1 thfried tlie

fuiner.— ".[ii.-t look at your mother : she ii;.s fallen asleo

he said, in a low voice, to his daii.iiter. "I

softlv, Madame Cesir.—Well, now,

por-

ive-l)\(' leep

aid Cesar. tiirnin<' ti

P

his (laii<:hter. "how alioiit vour mother's dn
es, ])a[)a, eserytiiniL' wij ii" readv. M; imma think:-

tliat she 's to ha\e .-i Canton crape ^'owii like nnne. and tiu

dressmaker IS -lire ihal there is no need to trv it on.

"How many are there alto-vther:'" Cesar went on aloud,

as his wife opened her eves.

A hundred and nine, with the assistants." said
Ces; irille

'W lere an^ we eoiiiu' to put all tlio.^e
|
leople .' asked Mnie.

Hirott(>au. "An<l when all is over, after the Sunday
M

comes
ondav. she said naivelv.

\otliin,Lr ean he (!<ine .-iiii|ily wh.en peo])le a.-pire to rise

from one -oeial rank to aitoiher. Neither ]\Ime. llirotteau.

nor Cesar, nor any one el-i' miLiiii venture on aiiv iiretext

wliatsoever on to the IJrst Jloor. Ce>ar hail promised the er-

randdioy h'liLruei a in'W .-nil of clothes if he kept watch
faithfully and i-arrieil oiil his order- proi,erlv. Like the
l-imperoi' Xapolcn at Conipieirne, when lie had the Chat eau
restored tor hi- marriaL'-e with Marie-l.otiise of A ustria.

tirotteau waidrd lo -ee !iolliiii-- till till' whole was finished

he meant to enjoy •'llie -urpri^e." So all iinconsciou'^ly th.

old enemies met. thi- I line iMt on till' lichl (d" hattle, hut

on the common LToiind id' liourL.''eois vanitv. M. (irindot was
to taki' Cesar over the new rooms like a ciccrmK^ exhihitinir

-allerv t o a tourist.

Lvcry one in the hou-(>. mon'over. had his or lier own sur-

(u-ise. Ce.-arine. the (har child, had spent a hundred louis.

all her little hoard, on hooks for her father. M. (irindot

hail coidided to lier oiii' neimiiiir that there were two fitted

hookia-e- in her father's room, which was to he a studv

:

this was till arclnlcct'.- surpriM'; and CesariiK^ spent all her
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i-A 's with a lidokst'llcr. She had l)(>ii;:lii the wnrks of

i''..T f, Hnciiic, X'ollairc. .Ii'aii-.huriucs Rnii'Scaii. Montes-

(j II "I, ^InliiTc, BiiU'oii, l'\''iicloii, l)('lillf. FxTiianliii (!( Saint-

riirrc. La Koiitaino. Cointillt', Pascal, and La Ilarpe; in

-li'irt, the (irdiiiarv colUvtioii of (lassies to lie >nn ewrv-
whcrc. hooks wiiich Ikt t'atluT would lu'vcr rrad. A terrihie

l"inkliiiidc'r"s hill must (d' necessity he th(> result.

TiiMuvenin, that irreat and unpunctual artist and hinder,

ii:id undertaken to send the hooks home on the ISih at mid-
iliiy. C'esarine had told her uncle in confidence of lier diffi-

'iilty, and ho had undertake ii the hill. Cesar's surprise for

li:s wife took the shape (d' a cherry-colored velvet gown
triMimed with hue; it was of this dress that he had just spoken
1" the dan.uhter, who had heen his aeeornplice. Mme.
i'tiiiitteauV surprise for tlie new CiievaJier of Honor con-

:-:-ted of a pair of ^'old huckles and a solitaire j)in. Finally,

ili'Ti' was the surjirise of the new rooms for the whole
f.iinily, to ho followed in a fortnii^dit hy the great surprise

iif the hills to he paid.

.\fter mature reflection, Cesar decided that some of the

imitations must he iriven in person, and some mijj:ht he de-

l!\rreil Iiy Ka;ruet in the evenin<r. He took a cah and handed
Ins wife into it (his wife, wliose heanty suffered a temporary
I'lipse from a hat and feathers and the last new shawl, tlie

la-hmere shawl for which she had lonjred for fifteen years),

:i!id away went the perfumers dressed in tlieir hest to acquit

Iheinselves of twenty-two calls in a mornin<r.

Cesar spared his wife the ditliculties attendant on strain-

Mi.: the resources of a l)ourL'eois hou-(diold to prepare the

Viiri^'us confections which the s[(!endor of the oceasicm de-

ti :mded. .\ tnaty was arranited hetween Birotteau and the

-nat Chevet. Chevet woidd furnish the dinner an<l thi!

"iiifs; he would provide a splendid service of plate (which
!''inL;s in as much as an estate to its owner), and a retinue
"!' sTvants under the command of a sutlicientlv imposinj,'

iii'iitrr (I'lififcl, all of them responsihie for their sayin,i:s and
'!"iiiLrs. Che\et was to take u|) his (piarters in the kitchen
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iuiil iliijin;:-r(Hini >>n the iiiczzaiiiiir llnor. and not to quit

poijsjtv^.-idii until li" had .-i r\rd up a dinner lor twenty persons
at six o clock, and a .::raiid cnliaiion an hour aCur nndni;j;iit.

lie scrvc(i 111 pretty ciip.~ with siUer ;^ih >pooii<Tl K' ices.

on silver lra\>. Vduld he .-uiihiic 1 1 hv I'o V s Cat t'. and tile rc-

froliiiieiit- hv 'ranrade— an added hi>lre to tlie Ica^t.

'liv easy." ('e>ar said to hi^ wife, wlio looked
over-an\ioii> on the (la\ 1h lore the ^M'eat da\
Tanra<le, and the p.'opje iruin Fov"> ('at\

-oniewliat

"Chevet,

ill occupy the
mezzanine tloor, \'ir-inie will lie on <^iiard ahovt', and the
shop >hall he shut n]i. 'i'lieiv is iiolhing left for us to do
liut to >lrui alieiit nil the lir.-t lloor."

On the ]t;th. at two o\lock. M. i!e la JJillardiere came f(or
Cesar. Tluy were i.. 1:0 to-.tlirr to the Chancellerie de la

I e;:ion <l honiieur. wi;ere r.iroitteau. with -nine ten others.
was to he received a> a Chevalier hy M. \r Comte (k

Lacepedc. 'I'lie perrunier had tears in In- .ms when tli.'

mayor came fur him; the surprise uhich C.uiMaiice hail

Jilanned !iad jii>l taken place, and ('v:-:)i- had I n jircsented
with the i:old huckles and soiiijire.

It is vcrv sweet to Ixe so io\i'i| aid he. a> he >tei)iiei

into the cah; Coii-^t nice and Ce.^arin

threshold, and the a--i^lant

liini .uo. All <ir them i:azed at (

e >iaihiiii,i: on the

athered in a ,i:roup to see

esai' 111 iiis silk -lockiiiirs

and hlack silk hreiihe,~. and the new coat of cornllower hliie

on which the rihhon was ahoiit to hlaze— the red rihhoii
which. accordiiiLT to Moliiieiix. had lieen steeped in hlood.
When Cesar came hack at dinner-time, he was pale witli

.!">• li e looked at hi- (Ill^.- in ever\ lookinir-i-dass. for
liis llrst intoxication he cMnhl not he conieiit to wear the rili-

hoii only; tliere was m. tin-v ot I'al-e modest v ahout his ela-
tion.

'i'lie (irand Chancrjl

Word from M. d

he is eoininu- with M. \'

or i,- charniiiiL'. near. aid lie at a

e la lollanlu re. he acceiited niv invitation:

ni'inehn. M. de l^acepede i^

man, v e-, a- 'Weal as M. \

a ^'reat

iui|Uelii!. lie has written fortv
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v.iluincs. And llicii lit is a |Hrr of l-'raiuc as well as an
iiillinr. We iiiu.-l not t'(ir;:ct to say *Vour Lord-hip.' or 'M.
'.< foiiitc," vlicn we addrc.-s him."
i)o ci.'t }onr diiiiKT." ivinarki'd liis witV.—"Your father is

v.Mi-.M' tlian a chdd," Coii.-laiKx' added, hi.ikiii;.'' al ('t>ariiit'.

"How nid' that Iu,,ks at your huttoii-iiolc I" said ('('sariiio.

riicy will j>r(-i'!il ai'iiis wlicii \ou pass; we will go out to-
.:'|1iit!"

'.Ml tlu' si'iitrics will present arni.-i to inc."

• iiindot antl Bra.-chou came down.-tairs as he s])oke. ••After
iiiiiier, sir. you and niadame and niademoi>idle iiiav like to
'' "k over the rooms; I)ra>ehon"s foreman is ju.-t putting iij) a

!' u- curtain brackets, and three men an; li<:hting the candles."'

"Vou will need a hundred and twenty candles," said
llr.i.-chon.

• A hill for two hundred francs from Trudon," i)ppin Mine.
< -.ir, hnt a look from the Chevalier cheeked lier lamenta-

•Your fete will he ma<:nificont. M. le Chevalier,"' put in

i!r,i-chon.

•"Flatterers already I"' Cesar thought within himself. "Tiie
Ai'he I.oraux enjoined it upon me not to fall into their snares,
•!:id to remain hiimhie; 1 will keej) my origin in mind."

r.iit Cesar did not umkf.-tand the drift of the remark let
Ml hy the rich upholsterer of the Kue 8aint-Antoinc.
llni-^chon harl made a doven futile etl'orts to secure invitations
'r him>elf and his wife, hi- daugliter. aunt, and niother-in-
':\v. And so Cesar imule an enemy. On the threshold,
Kiaxhon did not call him again "M. li? Chevalier."

Tiien came the ])rivate view. Ce>ar an<l liis wife and
' -.iriiie Went out tlir(Uigh the shop and lame in from the-

!r'ct. The (lof)r had heeii recon-tnicted in a grand style.
'!'' two lea\es were divided up into Mjuare panels, and in the

•^
Mile of each jianel was a <'ast-iron ornament, dulv ]>ainted.

i iii- kind of door, which is now so ((unmon in I'aris. wa- at

'i'at time the very newest thing. I'.i'neath the dou!.!e -tairca-e
:: the vestibule, opposite the door, in the pimtii which had

n

•M.
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'^') di-tiirbn! (

he

i'>.ir .- iiinid. a <(irl

where an ol • I wninan cunli!

It.- I»lii(k-aii(l-u hi!i. inarl.lc

lodK liki' iiijjrlilc, \va< li-Iil

"I ii<i\ hail lic.'ti c(»r:trivc>(l

lie .iiMonicl. 'Ih,. v,.siiln;;,., witlt

<""". iiiiil II.- ualU ]Kiiiite<| tn

with Unir .~u, kcl> lur llic uick>. 'I

''1 nv a lamp nl aiit'iju

ii ri< ii ••tl'cct " ith apparent -inipli.-i: \. A

e [latteril,

iiirliiiect had eombiiu'ii

iiari-iiu cririiMr
Ciirpct IvIlcV.MJ ihc uhitrll, -> of th,- -tnll,.. -I"!,,, flivf lail.lil-,'
^'ave .inv-> I.) thf iii.v;Miiiii,. fluur. Tlir donr .>n thr ^tair.-aN.^
uhieh p.vr ac,r-> i„ the fir.r.|i,„.r r.Mmi-. was in the same
stvh' a^ the -tiv,.) ,|,,nr. hut ihi, was a pi,.ee of eahinet work.
"How eharnim,-:" said CVanne. -And vet there is noth-

iii.L' which eat( he,- the e\C.""

"Kxaellv. iiiadt nini-eil... the i.t]-,.,! i- prnijnee.] i,v ilie exact
proportions of il,e >iylM|,ates. the plmtl.-. ih,. .-orniee, and the
ornament-^: and then I have n.,t emph.;.,.,! ,-' Id m- anywhere;
tlie <-nl,..rs are -uhdiied, and there aiv no ,<,darin,;: rones.'"'

"It is a seieiiee." said ( 'esarine,

'I'hen they entered tiie anie-r.,oin : it was ,-iniple. spaeious.
and tastefully decorated: a par.piei ll,,nr had I n laid down."
'I'he drawin,i.-n i was li-htd !,v three windows, which
looked upon the -tre,.t: iiere the color,- w..re white and red;
Ihi' outline.- of the .nriiiees were <le|ieate. so was the paint;
ihere wa- nothin- to dazxle the ev.- Tl-.e ornanients on lln"

innnicl-shelf. of whii,. rnarhle .-upporieii on white inarhle col
n-nns. had Inrn laivfully cho.<eii ; there wa.- notiuiii: tawdrv
•''""11 llieiii. and shev were in k.'cpini: with Ihe details of tlie
riirnitnre. In f,-,.;, ihrouLdioiu the room a suhlle harniony
pre\ai|e,l. -nch a- none hut an artist can establish, hv suixirdi-
naiine- everviliim:. .jown to the least aee(>ssories. to the general
-••heme of , lee,, ration: a liaruieuv which strike-^ the [>hilistine.
''"•"-'' '" eannot a-.unii for it. The ji-hi of twentv-fonr
ua\ eandle- in the .haiidelier (iis|)laved the ^dories of (he
erim-o,i .-ilk curiam-: lii- pan|Ue! Ihiop ti'iupled CVarine to
daiice. 'I'hrouuh a :;reen-an.|-wiiite hou<loir they reached
Ce-ar"- -ludv.

' 'i''\'' I'l" •! '"'d her.'." -;ii,l Crimlot. throw in i: ,,pon (he
doors of an al-iae. ele\erlv eonceale,] between tdie two book-
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li-fs. "Eithor you nr Mmu- I'.iruiicau iiiiiv I'jill i!K an.l an iii-

;il nHjuircs a xjiaralc r •di-

I'.ut the UMikcii-^- IS full u( huuiiil l.uMk>: . . . Oh!
<'. wife !" iTic«l t'('.-a.-.

A,), tins is ("••^iriiir"- -urprisc."

•i'anhni a fathfrV . motion, "" fXilainu'd Hiroiuau, enibrac-
_' Ills ilau^'httT.

•'tf course, of C-. Ill rsc. -ir.">ai.i (Inndoi "You are in vour
-U'li house.""

The prcvaiUnij tone .,[ the -tuUv \va> l.r>vni. ri'lirwd hv

.'-•'•.n ; for by -kilful niodulalions .dl tlic rooni- wTi- linuio;li!

lo liarniony with each other 'I' lus the |>rc\a;lin;,' cohir of
" room wa> iiion- ^|>arin::l\ iiiiroduccd as ^i subsidiary in

'oihiT. and vice rrrsa. The print of //./-; unil Lramfrr
- i-iiii' (onspiouous fnmi a pane] in ('csar"s new sanctum.
And >/(ia arc to pay for all t!u>:'" Cesar -aid inerrilv.

"That beautiful enLTaviiiL;- i< .M. .\ns('lnn'"s ^Mft to vou.""

.-.lid (V'sarino.

(.\nselni('. like the others, had inanatrcd to aiford his sur-

(Ti.-e.)

'i'oor boy I ho lia< ihuic a- 1 did for M. \'aii(jUilin
""

Mine, liirotteaii"- room (ame iie\t in order. Here ihi an-hi-
:!' had ]a\i.-h('d -plcnijor- l > p!ea-e the ^'ood folk wIkuii he
'Ai-licd to u.-c to his liwii etui-. [|i. iiad promised to make a

-t'j'ly of this redccoration. and he had kept his word. 'I'ln'

1 was hun^"- with iihie .-ilk, but t!ic cord- and tassols were
'iliile; while the furniture, coxered \\iiii uhi!c e:is!imeri\ was
" lie\'ed with iilue. 'i'lic c'ock on the wiiii" m:!rt)lc chiinnev-

•
ee rook til form <d' a marble -lab. mi whii-h \'eiius reoliiied.

'he pretty Wilton car[>et. of l'".a-!ern ile^iLni. w;h the kcvnote
'' t'esarine's apartment, a dainty little bedroom hiuiL'' with
.•ntT:; there stood her piano, a prettv wardrobe with a mirror

'! it. a sniall white bed with [dain curtain- and all tlie little

i.n-.e<-;ions that pirls love.

The dininL'-rooin lav behind ('esar"< <tiidv and the blue-and-

Mliiie bedroom, ami wa- entered liy a do(U" on the stairease.

lb re the decorations were in the stvie known a- lyouis XIV.
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'I'lic sidclxianls were inhiiil with hr.i,-- ainl lortoi^o-slioll

;

(Irtc was ii liiiiilr cluck, iiinl tile \viill> Were Imni,^ with stuffs

and iidonicii u ii li L:ilt .-iiid>.

\ () wni'il~ can dc-crilic i lie im

o

llircc hiiiiiaii liciiifis.

wliicli I'caclicd il- hciulit wlicn Mine. lliinHcaii. rctiii'iiinL: t(

her nioiri, fniiiiil lici- new dec-- l.vin.;' tiicrc i>\\ the h. d : thi

(•hcfr\ -cull III d \i l\ct L'MWii. t riiiiiia d « iili Ian-, wdiicli her iiiis-

IijiihI had L:i\cii liei\ \'ir-

tllcfe.

Ill:'' had -'(dell III nil t i|it(ie to lilV it

'he fddiM- do von L'ri'^it 'Tcdii. -if."" Coii-tance said, ad-

(lrc>>iim- ( iriiidot. "More i laii a hiindreid iieopli in' IHTP

to-iiiorrow cvciiiiiL'. and
liodv."

yon \ull he I iinipliiiietued hv cvcrv-

th

'I shall I'ccoiniiMiid \oii." said Ce-ar. "Vom will moot all

e fir-l-rate |ie.,[)|e. and y oil W] Iter known in a sin'^k

evciiiiiL:- llian if \oii had laiili a Iiniidred li oil srs

CoiiMai lee. toindicd \>y w'ial had lia|i|>encd, no lonjre

(hoiiLiht if the cNpeiiM' or of crii iei-ii:-- In r hll^hand. ami ior

tl le tnllnw mil:' rea>ons. That i:ior!iiiiv. when I opiiiot jiad

l>rou-liI the /f.i-'i (tit, I I., til, I, r, he liad a,--iireil her that Ihr

C"c|ihalic ( >il wiinid lie a >i;i

a liii;h opinion of i'opiii'.t':- aliili

Popiimt uas workiiii: uiih n

inoiiev la\i-lieil hv I'.irotieaii oii tl

( 'oiislatice had10 always Had

and intelli'.'cnco, and
iil:eaid-of cuthu.-ia-in ne

ieM' exlravauaiices nii:,du

iinioniit to a ,L''ood round >i;in. hut the noiiiil' hiver had
|iroiMi-c(l that. in -i\ i!ion!!i~' lii.ie. r>iriilteair> share of the

p-'ilils on the -ales of the oil Weiild CoVef thciii. After nitic-

' ell years of aiipndicn-ion, it «a- so -wt'ct to ]nit donhts a-idt;

for a siii-le day: and ('on-taiii- pronii.-ed iier daiiLdiler that
she Would Hot -poil her ln:-liand's joy hy anv a ftertlioniiht,

iiiit Would ei\c herself up < niirelv to i:ladne-s. So when M.
• irindot left tlietii ahoiii d'',. n o"(dock, -he llinnr her a

ahoni her hii-hand's neck and -hed a U'W tear^ of

rijis

Ah. (

joy.

e-ar. le >ai(i. \on iiiai\e iiie verv >illv ami very

'If it will <iiilv last, voii mean, do \ou mU "r"" ( c-ar a -ked.

sniiliiiL



'^iML.

RISE ANI> VWA. OK CKSAH UIHOTTEAU ir,'J

"It will last : I liii\.- IK) IViir now." said .Miik-. Ct'sar.

"That is ii;;hi ; yuii a]i|ir((iatc me at last."

TIk.si' who have .-iilli(i..iit ^.Ti-atiic-s of cliarai'tcr to know
thrir wcaknc.-scs will coiitV.-,, that a ])oor orphan f.Mrl wlio.
ri^hlccn vcai-s ai^d. hail l«cii carniii;,' her liviii<; behind the

lUil'T of the Lilllc Siiilor in the lie Saint-Louis, and a poor
-ant lad who had ( nine on foot fnun Tonrainc. stick in

li.iiid and with iiohnailid .diocs on his IVct. nii.t.dit well feel

iji.iiilicd and happ\ to ;;ivc ^iicli ;i frtc on an occasion so much
In I iicir credit.

"Moil Dim, I woidd willin^rly ^'ivc a hundml francs for a
\i-itor." died ('e>ar.

".M. r.\hlie l/>rau\," announced \'ir<;iide. and tlic .\i)bc ap-
peared. The prie.-t was at tiiis time curate of Saint-Sul-
I'iie. .V( ver has the power of tiie soul been more plainlv re-

• 'aled tliaii in this reverend ecclesiastic, who left a profound
Miifu-esMon on the minds of all those with whom he came in

' nntaet. 'I'he exenisc cd" ( 'alholic \ irtues had ^'iven suidinntv
I" a har>l! face, almost repellent in its Uirliiiess: it was as if

-'unethin;: <(f the li;,dit (d' heaven shone from it before the
liiiie. The influences of a simple and sim-Te life, passing
:m|o ihe blood, had niodifieil those ru;.'i,fed features, the tires

"f charity liad chastened their uncouth outlines. In
' l.iparon's case, the nature (d' the man luui .-tamju'd it -elf on
'ii- faic aiiil degraded and brutalized it. but here the uraee of
111" three fair human virtues. Hope. Faith, and Charity, hov-
' led about the wrinkled lities. '{'here was a ])eiiet ralinj;

! "Wer in his words, slowly and ireiitly spok<'n. He dressed like

"ihcr ])rie>ts in Paris. ;ind allowed hiniM-lf a ehest!iutd»rown
' i'l-eoat. Xo trace of .-imbition had sullied the pure heart.

''Inch the an^'cls would snrel^- bear to (Jod in its primitive
Miuocenc--; it had re<piired all the kindly urjzeney of the
'i.niLiliter of Louis X\"l. to imlnce the Abbe J.orau.x to ac-
"pt a benefice in Paris, and then be had taken oi;e of the
pMorest.

'list now he looked somewhat di.squieted as he surveyed all
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1
I

thcM'
>i

ilrlKlnr,- ii- iiilfil at the tl III' lirloR' lum. and sli

U\> hrw
•CI iil'inii. he .-an '11 1.- inv pail Id ((iiiifort tliosc^ tlial

liioiint. ami imi tu Lc piv-.-nt at r.'-ii\al-. I have cniiu. l,,

tliaiik .M. Ci-.ir ami to ( nu-rai iilalc \.iu. 'i'

festival I hat

liiaid

V. II •iiiii nil- Ik

icrc IS only onf
re— ill.' inarria,L:c of llii> prcttv

•^ i|iiartrr ,,|' an li.Mir later \\f AMii- took his leave, and
iieillici- (V-ar m.r io uiiV had dan-d to >lio\v hini the new
'"'•"',-' 'ii-- 'I'iii' ^olMI• appai'itioii ihrvw a frw drops of
cold water on d'-ar's jovous chiillitioiis.

'I'licy .-li'pt tliai iiiulit aniid tin' new ,t:lories, each lakin,-,'

})os-;e»ion nf ihc liiil,. liiMirirs and pn tlv furnitnre for wliicli

lliry had lonuid. (V-arinc liclptd Ikt niolhcr to nndre-s he-
i'oii' the )

fain to 11 -<

hi'ad- of all the lli

the !iiorro\\.

iiiiTor (,r til, while niarl)le toilet taiile; Cesar was

1 thelll> lleWlv-ai ijUlI vil -ii[iertlnities at once; and th
lee were lilled with visions of the jov.s of

'I'lie iie\t day. at I'onr o'clock, llie\ had Keen to mass, and
.•id read \e-p.'r,-; ilie mezzanine l|..(,r had heeii delivered over

hape of Chevers people, andt" llie -ei'iil.ir arm. in tie

Ce>arine and her mother hetook themselves to tiieir toilet

I'"' more hecMiiiiiiLf •'. .Mine. Ce>ar than tlr
M\e|- \\,-i- (,

clierrv -cloivd Velvet ;;nwii with fhe jace nlioiit it. the short
"leeves adorned with lapp

lor r-el olT the \(iii|i|!'iil fiv-l

dazzliiiir whit

the rich stiiir and the irlowin^^

mess of her shapely arms, the
die-- (1 f -km. ihe irracious ontlines of her

neck and shoulders. The nan e liappine-s felt hv eve
when -I

rv woman
le I- con-ciiiii- that -he look- at ln^r he>t lent a va"

-Weetr e-S lo .\1 nil.Ml

ue

ine.- of her fail

ilel!cat( Ilea lit v.

wreath rf white ro-i>< in her ha

. I>iri.it,;ni s (Irecian jiroflle; and the out-
lii" !v cut a- a canieo. appeared m all their
Ce-ariiie. in her white crape dre-<, with a

shniiid, !•- .ind the out line- of her hodl
a scarf, iiinied Popiiioi"- head.

r. ;ind a m-r at her waist. Iter

niode-^tlv covered hv

i( -e pe,,ple .are eclip-in- II-." -aid Mme. rfoiriiin to her
hii-haml. a- -he weiit ihruim-h the i 'Olll.-

-rJ-r-i*
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TIk; notary's wife was riiii,,iis. A uumaii laii always incas-
!in- tln' ,sii|)cn(irit\ or mrcriorii ;. of a rival. aii>l Minf. Ho^'uin
.'Vll lliat fhv \va., Hut as Ix'aiitil'ul u- Mmc. Ci'-sir.

••rouli. not tor loll-. Ill a liiiK. wlnlc tin' p.ior tliiiiir will
i'.' riiiiUMi, and voiir iari:a-v will .i,la>li the iniid on Iht as
-III' ;:ocs al'oot tlii'ou;.;ii tlic .-invis.""

\ aiKniclin's iiianiuT ua- iMirrd. I|,. (jim,, „itii M. lU;

i.acrj.tVlc, who had hr()U;,'!il his colica-uc in iiis carria^'c. To
Mm.-. (Vsar, in hrr radiant hiauty. tiic two learned
\radrniicians j.aid roni|>lini.'nts in .-ci'ditilic ian-ua^c.

'•'i ou jiossess the K'lTct, unknown lo chcini-trv. i>( rctainin<'
}outli ;ind ijcaiity, inadarnc."'

'loll arc in your own lioii>r, --o to s|.('ak. M. rA.adi'--
niicii-n," .sjii.l Birntteaii.—" Vcs. M. !. Cointc"' he went on.
lurnin-,' to the (Jrand Chancellor of the LiMioi; of Honor. "I
>ae tiiy suecess tr) .M. \'aii,|ii,.lin. 1 Ii.i\.. ih.- honor (d" pn.-sent-
in- to your lonUhip M. |e i'lvsident (..f ijp. Trihunal of
Cuinnieree).—That is M .

!, Coinir ,],. l.a.ViH.de. a p.'er of
i raiiee, and one of tl,,. ^rjvaiot men in France hc-idc-: he
:a.- wrillen forty volumes." he added, for the henelii of ,[,).

I'll Lehas. who came with the President.
i'he ^.iie-.is were piiiielual. The ordinary trade-man's din-

r party followed, ahiindain in -
1 Imiiior and mci'rimeiit.

Mid etdiveiied hy the homely j.ikcs thai iic\,r fail lo pi'ovoke
ni-hter. Amjde justice was done lo the excelh'iil di>lie.s.

'd ihe wines Were ihorou^^hly appreciated, ll was half-nast
^
^:e hefore they went iiilo the drawiiiL'-room for eoiTee. and
lie- liad already he-iin to arrive wiili im|tatieiit dancers. \n
"iir later, the rooms were full, and the dance had hecome a

' rn.di. M. de LaiV'pede and .\I. X'ampienn w-ni. in >i)ite (d"

entreaties from ('e>ar. who followed theni de^jiaiririLrly to the
-'airease. Ho had hetler f<irtiine with the elder ropiiioi and
'^1- de I;i Rillardiere. who remained.
With the exception of three women. Mile. Fontaine. Mnie.

•'nies, and Mine. i?aliourdin. who -everallv represented aris-
'cracy. (inanee. and ollieial di-nilies. aixl hy their brilliant
''•amy. dress, and manner pre.-ented a slrikin,ir contrast to the

II

n
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n-l .if iii. ii."<.|iil)|\, tiic i.Mii'lir.- (,f ihc rciniiiinlri- witc ot" the
ht'H\\ ,ni,l Mili-hi'iiiiil f.i'irr. I.I.. -iiL';;r-tiM' of :i wcll-liiicd

|)tii> •, wimli i:i\c,- In ;i . r.tud o| ( iiizi-ii-' ui\c- mihI (hiiiLriilcrs

« ••(•rliini .-iir <>f viil;.Mi'il\. tiiiplr (iii.llv |irnriiiiii'iil in the
prc-ciil ( .1-1 l)\ till' ilai II! Ihr > ;|||(| -Ijicc 111' IllC llllli' !,-iili

mrijii.i Mc of ihc l.'ii,. .Sillllt-l)('lii> (li-|i|;l\<i| it-rif

iiiiij.-i:. allv Ml lilt' full -l.,i\ nl' 11- :il.-iinlilit's carried to t||,.

I)lirli-.|IM' [inilll. It \\A~ tlia! .-ailir liolir;; MiMc. linr IIIOIT llDr

li'>.-, ulihii tricks It.- t.tr>|)iiii- <Kit ill the iiiiiriirtii nl" the
Lancer- r •<{' the Xaiiniial Ciianl. tlial hnvs \'i. I „,•!<< hikI
('(>nijins,\. 'J'/ir ()l,l .<nl,li,r ,il liir rioin/li. and admires Tin-
J'liu/H i'.- i'liii, nil, \vhi( h n j^.n i- ti. pi on (iiiard. l'ocs on Siin-

i.s at pains t,i acipiire a

Imiioi . the hoiir-

c e-, ainl vet is

(lays to the ill. \ ;tah|e c..iiii! rv hoii-

(li>tin;.'iii>hcd air, and !n'aiii< of inmiK i|

;;c()isie iliat h

kind

loK- oil e\e! \ one Willi .ahill^

Iv. he||i('ii|. de\i)i,d, \iMriii-hearted. and coin[)a^sionat(>,

rcaii. to siih-. rilie for l le orpii.in ciiil Iren of a <;.iiera! I- ov,

for the (,reiks (

<'h.iiti[i d'.V.ilf wlicn it no 1

i"l'- ;i \i'! ill to \\< own ^••Md <|iial:ii.-. and i- lloiited hv

all iiiiw ilditL' of th.'ir inraei.-), for the

oiiL'er e\i-!-; a hoiirLrcoi.-ie that

n-riiy v. licli marks a real inferioritv. for an ] no-
raiice o| >(,ei,d coiiveiitions fi-ters that n.ative kiiidliiie-- of
heart

: a l».ur-eoisie which \n \v:< \\\) frankdiearted daii.Ldit(>rs

iii.ired te .vork. full of trood (|naliiies which are |o-t at onec if

ii'iii
: a coinnion-scnso,

ic Worthy

they iiiiiiL'le witii tlic clas.-es alx'Ve tl

nialter^df-fail womankind, fi-i.m anion"- wlMm ll

I'oisie. in short.('liry>ale .-hoiild have taken a wile: that hoiiru-

so admiral ly represented hy the Matifats. the drii^'irist?

the ii'iK! (Ie> Lomliard-. who had supplied the IJiucn of li
ir ~i\tv >ear-

Mnie. .M.alifaf. anxious t o a

her head, and was d

ppenr stately, wori' a lurhan

in

on
inc imr III a lieavv

hroidir.d uilh t:o|d. a toileiie thai h

]ioppy-red ^'awil Clll-

irmonized with a haiiLrhtv
coiinh iiaiire. a Ifoman ii<we. and the splendors of a crimson
compl. MM),, l-;^.,, M. .Matif.ii. -. -jorioin when the N'ational
(uiard ua> reviewed, wh-n \,,ii mijht see theciiain and hunch
>f .-eah azini: on his portly ;ie|v,,ii ilfi^ pa( (< awa \'. was ()!)-

?F-'
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.Murcd hy this Cjillnriiic II. nl' ihc <(.iintini: linii-c
; yot licr

-liort. .-Idiit. ^|M•(•lin|.l| .on^.iit, witli lii> -hiri <(,lhir alm.ist iiji

I" liiN •;ii>. ili>tiM;:iiislir.l liitii><'ll' liy hi.- il.vp l)ii.-.> voK-f and
l'\ liic ri(linc.-.s of hi.< vnciiliiilarv.

^

Ih' iii\.T .aid ••CniiMillc." hut -thr .MiMJiiic ('(.riirilh'."

h'.iriiir M.i> tlic "trii-lcr Ifaciiif"; \'ohair<'. nh : \'oltairi',

I ik.> Ihc .-..(.lid |i|ac,- 111 v\iv\ <\i\->. more of a wit than a
-"Mill-, hilt iifSciihch^s a man of ;.'i'iiiiis I"" l{oii->caii. "a
Jmuiiiv. -ii,.|ii( ions iialiiiv. a man ovcr-hiiinmin;: with pride,
uho Mid.'d hy hani.'in': hiinsrlf." |I,. ivlalr.l trcHoiis .-lock

.uiccdoto ahoiit I'iron. who is looked upon as a pro(h;:iiiiis per-
-'niii,^' anion;,' the hoiir;:eoisie. There was a -'

L'ht teiid.iiev

'""hsienily in Matifal".-; eon\er.-ation ; he wa- an infatuatcil
ehiiirer of llieatrieiil divinities; and it was even siid of him
I'lat. in iiiiilation (d" o!d Cardot and the wealthy Camusot. he
i'pt a nii-tn'.<s. .\ow and tlien .Mm(.. Maiifat woidd ha.-tily

iilerriipl him on tlie hrink rd" an anecdote hy er\inLr, at the
t"p <d" her \oiee. ".Mind what ymi are ireinu' to tell ns. old
'iian:' In faniili.ir eonver-ation she always addre-sed him
as "e'd man," 'I'lie volnininoiis lady of iji,. l.'u,. d,.s homhards
'a(i-e<i .Mile, lie Fontaine's ari-toiratie eoiintciianee to loso
ii- rifiose; tlic haiit:hty dam-el eoiild not help smilii;^' wiieii
-!ir overheard Mme. .Maiifat -ay to h^r hiisiiand, "Doirt make
a iiish for the ices, (dd man: it is had stvle!"

It is harder to ixplain the dill'irem cs wliieh distin^'uii^h
tile jLTcat world from the hoiirncoi-ie than it is for the hoiir-
'-'. oisie to ell'aee them. The women, conseioiis of their
inilette.-;, felt that this was a lioliday; they made no attempt
!> eoneoal an enjoyment which plainly showed that this hail
'\.is a uTcat event in their hiisy lives; while the tliree women,
'nil of whom re|iresented a difTerent hi,i:hcr social sphere.
Were lit that moment as they would he on the morrow. They did
li-i .-eem to lie dressed for the occasion, had no dedre to heboid
ill' niselves amid the unaccustomed marvels of their costiinip,

• 'III showeil no iinca-iness as to its oITihI. which thev had
iHiTlained once and for all as they put ihe last toiiciies to
tiieir hall dresses hefore the mirror; there was no excitement

n
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ill ihi'ir t'aco; tliry (hiiiccl with tlic j:racc iiml (m-c of niovo-
iricnt which the fur-dii. ii .-culptors (if a liyt^'uiu' a,!.'t' caiifrht

and ri'fordcil in th>if M,uur~. lint the othiTs liorc tlic im-
pn-- (if (hiilv loil. idil -liuwcil iix'lf in their altitndc, in their
cxa^'t^tTatcd cnjoyincnt : ihcif -lance- ueiv iianclv curious,
their voiles Were not -nhihiei! t(i the k.'v (if tlic low imirinur
whicli Lfive- >ucli an iniiniialile piijuaiicv to hallrooiii convorsa-
tion: and. ah.i\c all thiii-s, tlie\ hieked the iiuportinont
f,M-avity which cdntains the i^eriii of e|iii:rain, the repose of
TiiaiHicr w!ii(h mark- tho-e ull(l^e -clf-coiniiiand is perfect.
So .Mrni'. ilaiidiirdin. Mine. .(nlc>. and .Mile, de I'^uitaine, who
had e.vp.cicd inlinile aniii.-t ineiit fi-.mi this perfumer's hall,

stood out aL:ain>t the hackunuind of citizen.-" wives and
(iau-ihtcrs. c(>ii-[iicu(ius hy their lan-uid -race, hv the e.\-

(piisite taste disphayed in their toilettes, and liv their manner
of dancinsr. even as tliive principal perfnriners at the ()p(:ira

are set olf hy the rank and (ile df >iiperi)uiiieraries on the
sta.e-e. .lealous and a.-toni>lied e\c- watclieii them. Mine.
lidiruin. Con-tancc. and ('('sariiie formed a link, as it were,
iictween the-e three ari>tocraiic types and the tradesmen's
womankind.

At every hall a moniiMit conies when excitement, or the tor-
nmts of liniil. the -aielv. the mii-ic. ;ind the movement of the
dance carries away the dancer-^, and all the shades of dilTer-
ence are drowned in l!ie irrsmi'/o i,( the //////. In a little

while the hall would hecome a rdiiip. .Mile, de Fontaine de-
termined to .ii'd: hut as she .-dii-iil the \(Mieraide Vendean
leader's arm. iiirolteaii and his wife and daughter hastened
to prevent the defeetion of the aristocracy of their as.seinhlv.

"There is a perfume ef -odd ta-te ahdut the rooms which
really surprises me; I con-ratulate you upon it," said the
in-^oleiit -irl. addres>inLr the perfumer.

i'.irotteau was too much inldxicateil hv the compliments
puhlicly addressed to him td understand this speech: hut his
wife Hushed up, and did nut kiidw what to answer.

"Tiiis is a. national fe.-tival uhicli does you honor," Carau-
8ot said.

i
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! liavc scldiiiii ?('! 11 M) fill,, a IkiII." .siiil M. (ie la IJiUar-

! . an ollicial fili that I'o^t liiiii Ilntllin^^

I'iirottcau fdfik all llic cnnLrratiilal inns .-criDii.-lv.

Wliat a cliarniinLr siiilit. ami Imw Lrnnd the Land i>I Sjiall

.ri^ii ,t:i\c lis Ijallsr" a>kcil Muir. l/'Ka.-.

\\!ial iicaiitifnl rudiiisl Jliil vmi plan lliciii yourself?"
i'lril .Mine. l)('>iiian'ts. and Ci'-ar \ciiinrcd on a lie, and
''^'il it to !)(' thoiii^ht that he was ilir oriirinator of tlio

Hie of decoration. Ce-afine. \\lio<e li^t (if [lartners for

•.iiadrilles was of course lilled up. learned how iiiiieh dcli-

1.: i ihere was in Aiiselnie".- nature.

""If 1 only listened to my own wishes," he had said in her
. a- they rose from dinner. -J would entreat the favor of a

liile with vou. hut mv happinc.-s would cost our self-love

. .irar."'

< '-arine, who thought all men who walked strai^dit un-
' I'ld in their yait. determined to open the hall with I'opi-

:
i. I'opinot, oncoura;,V(l hy his aunt, who had liad(> liitn h(?

!!'. dared to s]ieak of his love durin;: the (piadrille to the
': ^ivtmuix ^Mrl at hi.s side, hut in tlie roundabout ways that

! lovers take.

'M\ fortune dt'pends on you, nuidemoisellc."'

"And how?"
" There is but one hope which can give mo the power to

I

I hen hope.

I'n you really know all that you have said in those two
' 'd- -"'

asked I'opinot.

" li'ipe for fortune," wiid Cesarine, with a mischievous
-' le.

A- soon as the quadrille was over. .Vnsidme rushed to his
';

' nd. "(laudissart I (Jaudissart I succeed, or I shall blow
! hrains out." lie scpieezed his friend's arm in a Herculean
- •-'<. "Success means tliat 1 shall marry Cesarine. She has
i 'I'! nie so: and see how beautiful she is!"

Ve-. >he is prettily riirgeil out," said Gaudissart; "and
.-!i' IS rich. We will do her in oil."

i
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'i'l'i' ,l:miii| inii!,'r-i,iii(!inL'' lniu', iii Mlli-. Lounloi- mi.]

A!c\:iiiilic ( rMii.i! (|;.ii:uiir< Miii-i--,ir-iii'-i;j iialc ) (lid not

(>(;i|H' .Mine. i;ii-'iiir,ii,. u In, i-.hiIiI noi -is," up uitlidiit a p.-iii::

.lie prii-pnl (.f -.•(ii)- Ih r (i;illL:lil(l' lilr WllV (if ii I'aris 11.1-

lary. I nc\i' I'illiTanlt. al'ii r r\(liani,Miii; a ^i-ccl itij,' wiih

litilc .Mdliiicuv. 1(11. k lip li:- i|iiarirr,- in an ca^y-cliair near iln'

bodkcasc. liciiic \\r walihrd ilii. (aril-pla\cr>. Ii>U'iic(I to tli.'

talk ali.'ii! Iiiiii. ami went li-mii liiiu' lo tiiiir Ui the door to

look al ill" ninvJiiL' llM\Vii~L;ardt'ii as the dancers" lu'ad;

suaycil ill th,. li-invs <d' tiic ijiiadrillc. He tiirii'd a Inilv

pliiliiMipliical (Miuii, nance .,11 ii all. 'I'he nien were unrjieak-

ahle, « 111 the I'xc.'piMiii ,,) dii 'I'illct. wild had alrea<ly lean 1

SdinetliiMLT df ihe inanncis df llii' fa-liidiiahli. world : of voiin:,'

?)illardiere. an incipient dandy: M. Jiilo Dc-marets. and the

dll'icial per-diia^e.-. lint ; aiL' 'lie l'ai-c>, all iiiore or less

cdiiiical. uhich Liave the a>-eniliiy ii- eliaracl.-r. there was oiu'

ill particular. Wdrn intd nicaiiiii-!e.-> niddiline-s like the lur.d

on a livc-rraiic piece i^-ucd hy the Kepiihlie. hut curious hv

reasdu of its a>>d<-iai i(.n wiih a suit dt" cldthes. This person,
it will have heiii ijiic-,-ed. wa- iidUe di liir than the pettv tvrant
ot' the ( 'diM- ISalaNc. arraye.l in line lincii. \, 'lowed with Ivin.'

Iiy in the pre.-s. di^playinir a shirt frill of venerable lace,

secured hy a jiin wiih a hliii-h eaiiied. Shnrt hreechos of

hiaek silk ircacherdii-lv revealed 1 he spindle >hank^ dii which
lu' dai-ed Id repd-^e hi- wci-ht. ('.'-ar triuniphantly took him
'"I'li'l 111'' l'"ur aparlineiil.- devi.-ed hy the architect on tlio

fir-t llddr d| hi- Iiohm'.

"Ilcv: hev
: it h-ydin-dwii all'air. sir." said :\Idlinon\-. "'Slv

t\v<\ tlodr ildiie up in this way will he worth another llioii-

saiid crowns."'

r.irotteaii turned ihi- dir with, a jdke. hut the little <.M
man"- Wdrds and tdne had Imch like the prick of a needle.

"I shall >ddii lia\e my (ir-t thmr a^iain: this man i- ruinini:

liini-(ir:"" that wa> ih. iind. rlviiiL.-- S(>nse of that //•/// /n

n-nrtli." which had hcdt, a Hidden revelatidTi of Afdlineuv"-
claws.

'i'lie pa.'e. niea-re face aud cruel eyes struck du Tillct,
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v.v— aticiHidii h:;(l Immii cill.d i,, tin' liiinllurd in ih,' (li>t

-i-Miicc hv llic u.iK ii-chiiln ii(,iii uiiiih ii |i(iiin(l wci-ht of
•; ,k, t.- hiiiiH- ;in<l jin-!c(|, ih,. nnvii .-diit wiih white tiiivads

•. ..11(1 the cMJil-lonkiiio, liiiiiiMl 11]. cullar. whicli gave tlir

'

•
Mi.iM Miineuii.il ih.. a|.|M;iraii,-,. ,,|- a ralll.'>iiake/ So ilie

•'' '^'" lil "'*' to liif liiilr iii.,;i,.y-|cn(|rr t,) learn how
-

'
."'It' to he al a llieiTv-liiaixinir.

ilfie. .-ir, >aiii Molmrux, pulling a t'oot into tlic

':"ir. "J ;,ni oil M. ]r Coniti' (Irain iHe's ])ro|)erty, but here"
I'"""''' '*> 'i"' "ilii'i' I'i'it) "I am oil my own, I'or tliis

-'• iirloiigs to me."
'>i!i| Moliiieiix, more than willing to gratit'v the only ono

>
'

I. .1(1 a mind to li-ien to him. was >o eliariiied with du
i' .: i',-^ aileiitive aliiiiide, that he de.-crihcd liimndf. and gave

i'(oinit of his hahits, together with a eomplete liistorv <>['

-.iiiciiiess of ^raster (iendriii. and an exact relation of
•r.in^aelions wiih tlie perfiinK r, without wliieh transac-

:: llu' itall wiiul 1 not have taken jdaee.

All I so M. ('e>ar has paid his rent hel'orehand,"' said dn
i

' -t : "nothing is moro contrary to his hahits."
""Ill I a.d<cd him to do so; 1 am >o accommodating with

" •'riant.- 1"

if old liirottcau goos hnnlvrnpt." thought du Tillot, "that' n.gtie will certainly inakr a c.-ipital assignee. Such car>-

'>ness is not often met with; he niu.-t amuse himself at
-

';i''. like Domitian, hy killing Hies when he is alone."
1*1 Tillet hetook himself to the eard-tai)les. where Claparon

''} iiis orders) had already taken hi> po.st. Du Tillet
; iglit that, screened hy a lamp -hade, at boiiillolle. his
'-'i.my hanker would e-cape all scrutiny. As they >at

'':'-ite OIK' another, they looked >iieli prrfect stranirers

; :;! 'lie most su.-picious ohscrver could have discovered no

;
" '''

'I iinder>tanding hetween them. (Jaudissart. who'' iliai Clap.-ircn h.el ri-eti in the worhl, did not dare to
"'.•^..•ich him; the wrahhy ex-coinm.- aal travclcT had given

'li" purientou^'y co(d .-tare (d' an upstart wiio does not
' " '" lie clainieil hv an oM accuaiutan'-e.

"f-
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To\Viinl> I'iw u'cluck ill tile inuriiiii'' tlic li.ill

(•11(1, like a .^pcnt n.ikcl, Ry ihiil liiiu' tluT

caiiic to an
'(• (iiilv ri'iiiaiiii

sonic fnriv calw out of a IihikIiviI or uioi-f wliiib liail Jill.

the Iiuc Saitit-IIoiiori'^; and in tln' Ijallfooni tlirv \ww >].

ini' the h<,iil>iihiiiijrrf. wiiirli later \va> Mitcfi'dcd l)v the cot
1111(1 the \a

.llllc- |)r>

\'j^\\>\\ L'aloii. Dm 'rilld. I >o::iun, voiiii'' ('

iii.ir(t>. and ilir ( onile dc (iranvill

lllr-

illmi

iirdoi.

hotiilhitlr. Dii 'ril|,.| had nnn ihivc tl

e Were phlviliL

lousanil Iran 'V

li,L;ht o| ihi' wax-cam Ics was -rowin;,' pah' in the ilawn win ii

the card-pia\cr,- rose ii. join in ih,. l;|-( (piadriih'.

In ixitii^ucois hnnM'> tliis supreme enjovinciit never com.-
to an cm! without .-onie I'liormitics. 'I'hosc who imposec] aw,'
or restraint on the oiliers arc -one; rlie intoxication of move-
ment, the hot rooms, the spirits tiiat lurk in tlic nio-t harm-
less lievera-cs. relax Ihc stiirnc.~s of the dowa^r,.rs, who allow
themselves to he drawn into the (luadrilles. and yield to th-
excitement of the moment; men are heated, tlii' lank hair
(•()nie> down over their faces, and their .iirotesque ajipearaiK-,-
provoke- lau.^hter; tli(> younirer women jrrow frivolous. Ih^wer-
have fallen hi'rc an<I there from their hair. 'I'hen it is th,i;

tile houri:eois Momiis enters, followed hy his antic crew'
T.aii.irhtcr lireaks out in peals, and every one irives himseli
np to th," merriment, thinkin- that with mornini: lahor wi!!
resume its sway over him. .Matifat was dan(-inLr witli a

woman's hat on his head : Celestin was indul,i:in<x in hur!es,|iie

niove!nent>. .\ U'W of the ladies clapped their hands noisilv
wh(>n they chan.-vd the liuures of the intermidalile ipiadrili.".

'•How they are enjoyin,!: themselves I" said the liappv Bi-
rotteau.

"If onlv they hreak noihin.ir." said Constance, who stood
liy Cncle i'illerault.

"Vou have -iveii the most maoiiifieent hall that I have
seen, and I have seen many." said du Tillet, with a bow to
liis late employer.

There is jn one of Bi^ethoven's eiirht symphonies a faTitiisia

like a ,<:reat poem: it is the eulminating point of the final'
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> i

'

' {]<.< Syiiipliniiy ill (' iiiiiinr. When. ;it't(T the slow prfpara-

; i: I'f 'he inii,'li! y niiiLrician. ,-n well uiHlrr.-lnml l)v llaln'iicck,

111 li ciirtiiin riM'- (ni llii- .mciic; wIhii the Imw nf the fu-

; ,-ia>tic leader of the (inlie-lra calls fnrlli the dazzliiijf

-''/'. tliriiiii:h wliieh the wlmle ;,Mihereii font' <il' tlie riuisie

!''A-, the Jioet, as his InMrt iieais l"a>t. will miiler^taiid tliat

' - liall was ill llimtteairs life like this luniueiit when his

• !! illia.Lrilintinll feel- til!' (Mliekellilltr [Hiucr oi" the iiuisie.

- :his Jiiolif. which in it~ell' peiiiaps rai«es the Syiiipiiony

<' minor aliove its lilorion-j sisters. I''or a radiant fairy

;.iii;-.- up and waves jier wand, and you hear the rustlin,!,'

llie })iirple silken curtains raided liy aiiirel-: the irolden

'' 'rs. carved like the liroiize Lrates of the l.aptistery in

ri'rence, turn upon tlu'ir hinircs of adamant, and your eyos

;'der over far-oir irlories and \istas of fairy palaces. Forms
• of this earth Ldide amon;,' them, the incense of prosperity

• -, the f're is kindled on the altar of fortune, the scented

,

• ircles aljout it. Ueintrs clad in white hlue-hordered tunics

• 1" divinely as they iloat iKd'oro your eyes, shapes delicate

i elhercal beyond expression turn face> of unearthly
'

I itv upon you. The Loves ]iov(T in the air. fillinjf it with
;• • llames of their torches. You feel that you are loved : yon

;

• ::lnil with a joy that you drink in without comjirehend-
• _' it as yon hatlie in the floods of a torrent of harmony

'
! I !i pours out for each the nectar of hi- choice; for as the

I: !i-ic slides into your inmost soul, its de-ires are realized for

•! mon;ent. Then when you have walked for ii while in

i inen. the enchanter pluii,i^es you hack, hy some deep and
!'!'. -!eri(uis transition of the !)ass. into the morass of chill

!• ditv. only to draw vou thence when he has awakened in you

:: thirst for his divine melodies, and your soul cries out to

'
• ir tho<e sounds a.L:ain. The history (d' the soul at the most

- irioiis point in that l)ea\itifid /iiinh' is the history of the

- i!-;iiions which this festival hrouirht in abundance for Con-

>;-mce and Cesar. Rut it was no Beethoven, but a Collinet,

vli'i bad composed upon his ilute the finale of their commer-
I lal -ymphony.
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Till' Ihrcr II

with the -mil

buildiiiLf.

'i'ii||( ,iii-. I nvil lull li:i|i[i\ . -I.'|i| |||;ii iii'.rii

Hi- III I II' liMi\;il nn-iiiL:- in i ii'ir I'.irs. i

riiiiiir-. riiriiilinv. I,

( '.<;

Ill'|llrl>. Imlrlti'S, ail
"1""'^ lilil-.IIV (f,.!- the liiniicv !|,|,1 |„m|: ivpaid Id IliT)

liiid itltiiu.'llirr rai-ri| i|]|. r\|irn,-i' lif rlial nil iTtaiiiinriil. uiil
om ( I'-ar - lia\

i v.'j: a >ii-|iiiinii ,.f ii. I,, >iMv ihoii-aiiil I'rai

'" 'iiiiih iliil thai liiikli ..- rnl ril.iii.ii. fa-tnii.,! l,v th,. Ki

Ir

to ;i )i rruilirr"- lilltln||||(ilr. in,-t l! II' \Manr. n any ini--

ravaLaiicf of
f""i'tnnr -huiiM lirlal! C.'sir I'.irniican, ihj, ,^^\

'''^ ^^^1- lil^'' '" liriiiu- liMii iiili. -.'riuii- |i-np>;!" ,,i 'III' ]ii)liiv

'"iii'l
:

•! III. Ti haul la\- liiiuM'l f n|irn In a Ii-m of \w,) v.'ar-'

ii:i[>ri-iiiiiiM III if. (Ill cNaiiiinat lull, in- rv;„'nM'~ an cun-iilcrfil
l'.\CI-->i\r. Il i-. |i.'|'ha|w. iiinn. ll|)|,;i ,i-anl In -n t 1 lili' Si\ll|
Clianilirr fur -imnlr Lad iiiana-.cii'.iii m- I'.ip a fui li-h trill.
"'•Ill '" imiii' liid'mv a Cniirl .ii' A--;,^' t'nr a L;iLr iiit i" I'raiid;

iiid III .-niii.. j>i.uidi'> -vrs il IS lii'itiT td Ijc a kiiave iluui a
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\ \\i:i:k after tlif li.ill. llinl lin;il tlarc of the >ini\v-tirf of

. M'.'-jMTily wliii-h li:iii l,'i-l<il lor ciizlilrcii vc.ir-, ami now was
'I'l lo «lii' (lilt in tlarkiii'--. ('r-ar >too(l walrliin^' llic

.-'rs-ln- thi'on'jli lii^ ,-lio|i uinilo\\. ||c ua> thinking of ihr

> !< I'xU'iit of liis Inisiiu'.-.-- all'air-. am! fouiid tliem aliiio.^t

' 'i.-c than he could iiiana;^c. Hitherto \u~ life ha<l lieen (|iiit,>

! 'I'le; he niannfaeliii'dl ami >ohl hi- l;oo(1s, or he hou^rlil

' ^ill a,uain. Hut now there wa> the .-]ieeul;il ion in Iniild-

:; land, and his own .-hare in the eiiterpriM' of .\. I'opinot

>\ ('oni|iany, hi'>ides a hundivd and -i.\tv thon.-and francs

-'"ith of hill.s to nieei. I'.ifore lonu he would lie compelled
; discount ^onie of hi~ cu^tonn'r.-" Iiills (and his wife would

'' hke it), or there mu.-t he an uidieard-of sucecss on
I'-pinotV jiart ; altoi^cther. the poor man had so many thin;:.s

•" Miiidx- of that he feh a> if he had more skeins to wind
Ml he could liold.

I low would Anselme steer his course:^ Birotteau treated
I'-pinot much as a profc-.-or of rhetoric treat> a student;
ii' It-It little coniidence in his capaeily. and was sorry that
'.' lould not he ahvay> on hand to look after him. The ad-

'M^'iiitory kick hestowe(l on Ansdine's >hins hy wav of a rec'oni-

ruiidation to ludd his tonLTiie ii; \'ani|nelin's presence will

'i::-lrate the f^'ars which the perfumer felt as to the newly-
carted husiness. J'>irnttcau was very carid'ul to hide his

::i"nL!iits from his wife and daughter. an<l from his assi.-tant ;

i at within himself he IVlt as a Sciue hoatman nii.ixht feel if

i -nine freak of fortune a Minister should irive him the
• Mimand of a frii,'ate. Such thou;:ht> as these, rising lib;

^ f"g in his brain, wi re hut little favorable to clear think-

(i71j
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iii^'. he MiMxl. ilinvrmv. ifvin;; |,, .,(• limit's (ii>iinctlv in

Ills ouii iiiiml.

.'list ;it thill ihuiiii'iit a li-iiiv. f.,r uhiih lu- frit iiri iiiti'!t>.'

avrr>inii. ap|it;uv.l m III,, -iivi'l; lir Im'IicM lii> >..,•,, ml hiipl

lord, iilih' Mi.|i,i,.,i\. I'lwrvlHMlv kn,,u> tliu-,. (Ii-.',iiii. m
mIikI) r\,iii> ,iiv -(, iCMUihil tM::rth,r that \\>- \,;i» thfuii^rli

' \^h(i|r lilrtiiii,., (Iivaiii- in uhich .-i I'aiit.-i.-t ic-il hcini,' rca'ji-

I'riii'> rrniii 1 ,111,. 1,, III,,,., aluay- a- ih.' I.raivr of liail t i(iiiii,rs-.-

""' villain ..f Ih- pird'. h >,vinr,| I,, liin.ttcaii that fat-' hml
M'Ht Mdlinriis Im |.|ay a similar pail in his wakiiiLr litV. That.
C'oiiritciiaiiir had iinniird diahnla allv at him ulicn the feast
Was at il> Ihi-hl. and had Iniind an cvi' eve on the .-ph'iidor;
and n.)\v uh,n (Vsar saw it a.irain, he rfincinhrnMl the iiii-

prcssio)! which thi' "little cnrniudL'-eun" (to use his own ox-
pres-inn) had ^dven him hui so niiieh the more vividly, he-
faiise Moliiieiix had tdveii him a fre>h feelin- of rejiiilsion
by smldrnly hri-akini: in upon his niusinirs.

"Sir." said the little man in his vampire voice, "wo did
this Idisiness in such an olThand fa^liion. that you forwt to
approve the ailditions to this little private ' covenant of
ours."

.\s J^irottean took up tlie lease to r(>pair tlii' omission, the
architect came in. howcd to the perfimier, and hovered about
him with a diphmialie air.

'Voii know. sir. the dillieulties at the outset wlion you
are start in- in buMiiess." he said at last in Birotteau's car:
"you are satisfied with nie ; you would ohli,i:e nie verv much
by paying my honorarium at once."

IJirotti'au. who liad p.aid away all his n^adv money and
oniptied his fiort folio, told Celestin to draw a hill for two
thousand francs at three months and a form of receipt.

"it is a very lucky thim: for me that you undertook to pav
the (piartcr which your ne\t-door neiirhhor owed," said
Molineux. \uth malicious cunning'- in his smile. ".My po,ler
has been round to tell me that the authorities have been af-
lixinir seals to his property, because Master Cayron had disap-
peared from the scene."'
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"!l "Illy llicy ildiri. (ni!,r (!,iuii oil III,, fur the the thua-
i!:il I'lMIM-^," tllMiiL'hl I; 'Mlti'iill.

• rcopl,. llluilL'ht tll.ll iir \v;is (Inill:: VcIT Well." siifl LoilF-
'i'l'. who had ju-t COMIC ill I.) Iiaii.l \i\< ^tatclllcIll to the pcr-

'No oii(. ill hiisiiic-s is ijiiitc safe from tvwr^c^ until ho
Mir.-s" remark. d jitil,. M,,liii,iiv. fol.jinjr up his (locuiiieiit
•^'ih [iiirict ilioiis Ileal iic-s.

The arcliitcct watched the little old creature with the pieas-
Ihat e\erv arti.-t fee], at the .-i-ht of a h'viiiu' eariealuru

"i'i'li c.iifirins his prejudices aL'iiiiist the hoiir^^'coisie.

"'When you lio],] an umljrelhi o\er vour head, voii
:-neral!y suppo-e that it is shelteivil if i| raiii.s" he ob-
-• r\ed.

Mnlineux looked harder at the arehileet'> moustache and
'r..yal"" than at his face, and the cnnteiii|,t that he felt for
<irinilot (piite eipialed (JrindotV contempt t'or him. \\r
-'.i>cd on to pive ihe architect a partiiie- xratch. Bv dint of
'-Miii: with his eats, there had eoTiie to i)e soniethin.i: feline
M Mojineux's ways as well as in his eve<.

'n>t at that moment. Ifa^^on and I'il'erault came in to-
:- iher.

'Wo Jiave heen talkin.;: over this luisine-s with the iud<,'(\"
!;.i-nn said in C'esarV ear. "He says that in a >pi'eulation of
I'll- kind we inii-^t actually comidete the piireha-e and have
n receipt from the vendors if we are reallv to he .-everallv urn-
\r\r\ " '

'•"li! arc you in the alTair of the :\radeleine:'"' a-ked r.mir-.
''-;-. "People are talking' aiioiit it; there will he hoii-es to
'Kid!"

The hon.so-painter had eonie to ask for a prompt -ettlc-
!it. hut he found it to his interest not to press the per-

' n'ler.

i have sent in mv .-tateiiKmf hecause it is tlie end of the
;

ir." he said in a low voice for Cc-ar'^ i'enefit; "f do not
'' int anythin.c:."

"Well, what is it, Cesar?"' a^ked I'ilK raiilt. noticing his
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sliilciiicni. iii;i'li' I!.. ,iii-ui'i- 1.1 .-iiiici l.'i-"ii "V l,i>nii|..i-.

"'Hi! il inllr; I Innk liw I I Inl i -,| : i . i llMllc- . i f lull- fruni

it IltMulilMir. lllr llllili|-.llil ciill.T. uIlM I- li;ink|-!l|jt If I, lias

;.'i\cll tl.f li.iii |M|ir|-, I -li.ill |„. iiUl-!it Ilk.' II -ililplrlnll."

"\\li\. I I'l'il \"'i -II !'.ii'_f ,1^11." I I'll li Ii'.iL'iiM : "a ili'iiu iiiM"

'iKiti ui!l laiih h..|,| ,,!' Ill- falhrr'- lr_' to -a\i' liiin-rjl', ami
• ira- hiiii (|..\'. II Willi III 111. I lia\r -rcii xi inm h of h inl-, nint

Mi'^I A mail I- Mni I \aiil\ a im-hi' \'< h._'-iii uiih: i'lit w hrii

111' l;i'I- iiiiii u-'Mililc, hr i- r..r(i',| lo liccdiin' nni'."'

"{'nic." -aiil IMIrraiilt.

"Ml- il' I '\«r l:''I .i- far a-; iIm- ('haiiilHT of Drpntii"^. op
li:i\i' -Miiir iiiiliaiii I- Uiili (iiAcrniiKiit . . ." .-anl iSirot-

I'Mll. ri-IIlL' nil t Ijiln,'. .iliil Mllkltlir I '.It I a'jaill nil ili» hi'l'ls.

"W liat uiil vnii iln;" a-kril i,nuri|ni>. '-Win art' a wi.-c

man."'

.Mnlimaix. .il\>,a\» iiitiTi-tcil hv a (li-cu--inii ..n law, via\i'ii

in the .-lin|i In li-lcM: ami a- llii' aiitiitinii pai.l liv others is

itirtTtlnii-. ['llliTalllt ali'l li'aL'nn, Wlln kllrW Ci'-afV njiilliolis.

!i.-tiiiiil imiii' ihi' !(-> uiih a- mmli LTavitv as the tliroc

.-trariL:! r-.

' -liniiM |ia\i' a 'rriliimal ami a prrmam'iii licncli <if

.i'lili.'!-. -aid ('oar. "and a niililic [ifn-i'diinr \',,r (•riiiiina!

ia>i'-. .M'ici- ail lAaiiiinalinii, made l.v a ji;d;jv who should
di-i-|iai-ji' ihc riinilmii-; nf a','! nts hv ])rn( iiratioii trustees and
rti:i-trar. the trader ,-lioiild Ke d.elared t<)tt imnirihi insuln'id
or a h-'UiihilDil lioiil.riijil. In ihe |ir-i ,.,|..,.. h,. .Imiild 1m<

'"'iiiiil <'\er |o ]iay hi- I red, tors in fnll: in tliat end, ho
^hniild lir trn.-iee j'nr Iii- own and In- uil'e's propertv
(Inr e'(rylliii!'_r he hail, or ini-ht iiilii'rit. wmild lieloiifr

'" h!> rn-diinr-i; he >h.aili| mai;aL''e hi> e-late t'nr their

'"ii''!il ;ind iiiil.r Hieir in-in'. ! mn ; in fa.-t. he -hmild cjirrv

'111 ilie liii-m -- \'nr ilhiii. -i-miiL'' hi- nami'. in ev.Tv ease, as
^"' li :i "III', in iiiiiiidalinn,' iiiitil ever\hnily wa- )ia!d in full.

iin! if he \'.i re Hiadc a I1 naiiAi'uii!. lie -Ih-iil • enndrmned in

sfaml in tin pilh.rv in th.' I> ehiiiL;.' t'nr a enui of hours,
as 'iiev used In do. with a L;re n can nii his head, ilis own
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pn.|iirt\ :iihI !ii, vmI',.' .iml hi-. iii|,iv~i ,,, .nu <,th,.r r^tat.',

-'"'"I'l !» !'"ll''ll i" ill> . I. .ill.M-. ;iim1 il,' -I i,l l„. |M|.|,!|,.,i

>>"l|!'l llllllk I\M(C h, f.iIV -Mill- ,hl.> ,1 -|.r. Ill.llidll."

" I'Ih' iiiw ii> il >!,iimU i~ tu\rv ..nihil niit." .riid ('/.-.ir.

i >!iiii.u' liiiiiM'if up; ••iiMHv ihaii lii'i. ,,„ |-,|i,ini~ >,iii ,,|- ;, Im,,.
Il'li C'lllhl ulilv |M\ -r\rlil\-|i\,. |„ I , ,||I, ,,! Ill, < ,,.||

lU.-|ll\-llW jiiT crlil Im'ImU IIIWMir prirr. alnl -|„,l| I r.l

liial \\a\."

"IS

''^'- I>irMt|.Mii |, ill ill,. rj;Jii.- .;ii,| M,,liii,.,ix ; -ill,. law
"\*~ r.-ir In,, inii.li lalilii,!,-. 'fli,. .iiiuv , -tat,' -Ih.ul.l 1m'

"'•"'' "'"'' '" 111'- 1 iv.lil.ir-. .,r 111., man >li,,nl,| !„ .li--iM.,d."'

"I'.nllicr tak.. II." -11.
1 ( ,'sir. "at ih.. rat,, at win, I, \\u,v^-,

:iiv ;:Miii;'. a iii,n!ian! v, ill l„..,,in.- a li,,ii-,..| n.l,l.,T. l\y
M'_'iiiii;r hi- nam.' h, .an .lip in aiiv ,,n.''- piir-i.."

Vol aiv -.'MT... M. r.ir,,ttcau,"' .-ai.l I,,innl,)is.

ill' is ri-lit," >ai<l oM 1,'au'Mii.

i:vfi-> man uli,, I'aiN i> a -ii-pi,-i>,ii< .liara.t.T,"' C.'-ar
'" nt on, (..\a>pcral,'(| l>y tli.' lililc |i,-s uhi.li r.\u:^ in lii>cars;
i' vvas lik,. the lninl>nian"s fir-t ili-tant halloo to a .-taLT.

A.- h.' sji,)kc, Ch.Afi's >icuani linaiulii hi> invnc'. a
I'. I -try-cook's hoy I'r.rni IVlix ami tin. Cal'i'' I'nv arriM'd. to-
.''.)<] with the .lariiii't-playiT of CilliiiciV haml. each with
':i ai coiiiit.

Til'' (Jiinrl iriiiitrr ih' /'nlirlnis," smile] Itai^r.in.

'.My W'-vA, that ua- a ^pitiidhl l\''i.. ..f ynur.-."' -aid Loiir-
'i'lis,

| am hii-v,"' Ci'-ar sai.l. ami tlic mi--,-('n,i:tT< .l.jiart.'il. Icav-
'ii: llu'ir in\oic('s.

"M. <iriiiiloi." sai.l i.oiir.loi-. who noti.vd tliat the archi-
'

'
; w,i- fohliii^r np a hill whi.h hoiv ( <''-ar > .-i-natiiiv. '•vnu

I rhcck my .uiduni ,>,!,. I .-cc that it i> all in or.lcr: \,,ii n.Til
'' iiothini: m-.r-c tiian run ''iron.L'h ir, all tlii> pri.A's have Ihmti
.!-!v. .1 to (» M. IhrotHau",- hchalf.""

I'lllcrault hi.jk.'i! at I.ounlois ami (Jrindot.

'i r ;in-hii, . t ami cintra. t .r -• til,, tli.. pri. .- h.'twi'cn thoni.
}"U aiv Ikmii^,' r.)hhi/i,l,'" lu; said in his nrphi.w's ..ar. i
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(Jriiidot uml nut, Alnliiicux fiilluucil ami caiiic ii]> to liiiii

with a Tn\>ti'r!nii> cvpri'-.-inii.

'"Sir."" Ill- j-fitiarkcil. "vnu hcai'd uliat I i-aid, Init yoii did iii)t

take iiiv iiicaiiini,^: I ui.-li ymi an uiiildvlla wiifii it comes on
to rain."

Fi'ar .-vv/x-il on (ifindot. .\ r."ati rliii^^< all the more tightly

to gain wliicli i> not jawrnliy \\i>; ^-iicli is human nature. A>
a inatirr n( fact, tno, tlii> had liccii a lalinr (if Invc for the

arti.-t : he had gixcii all his tinn' and liis utnio-t >kill to tin'

altera! iiiii,- nf the rii(iiii>; he had dmc li'.c iiiucs a< much
lis 111' had lii'iii paid I'nr. and had l':;::in a \iciim to his own
scIfddM'. 'I'lir ( Dntractiir.- had had liiili' diilicully in tempt-
ing iiiMi. And he-idc- the irnv-i.-! iulc argument, there was a

inciiaii'. uiKii r-i(Mid though not coio-id, id' duing him an

injury h\ >I:ii;di ring him. and ihiuv was a wt mori' coixcnt

rcaMin I'mi- \ Idnig— tin- rnnark I lial Lourdni- made as to the

huiluin:: hind near liie Madeleine. Clearly, rdrottcaii did

not UH an u< put up a -im^le house; he \va- nnly >pecu!ating

in land.

.\reiiiteci- and ( luitr.u tnr> are in xuuewhal the sanu' nda-

1i\e p')-:i iiiu- a- ai I nrs and dramal i-!- ; I iiey are depeiidi'nt on

cacii oHn r. (ii'indnt. \n wlieju liiroiicau left t!ie >ettlement

ot the (;,:i:ges. wa- '{• iiH' handicrai't-man a~ against the

(ilizen-iiee-i'ludder. ^1 I he end oi' it wa- l!;at three large

((inii-.ie!' !-

—

L:'nid.\. I halTaronx, and 'r'x.rieii the car-

piel:!"!-

—

declai'cd hiiu t > he "lUie of iiiose gi..id fellows for

whnm II I- a pli a -ure 'j W'.rk." (irindol foiv-aw that th(» ae-

couiii* Mil whe I; ii" ",a- t> ha'.e ];!- ^hare vould he paid, like

hi- (iwn IVf. hy inll-; and thi- liiih' nld nian had given liini

d"uh;- a- te, wh"!he!' thn— hi!!- wiiuld h' uiet. (ii'indot was

pre|i;(iid 111 .-!:'iw nil MM :'i y : ai'ier liie manner of artists, tlu'

lU"-! riilidf-- iTdi: ir- 1
1

1' Hi' I ii iM r:ri ! li-.

r.\ ;lii iiKiul' I )i'( iMul'i r,
( ''-ar had ins oie^ - t'or ^ixtv thou-

saiei fi,;!!'-. l''i'!i\. lip' taf.'' hoy. Tani-aile. and otla^rs, to

when: -I!, M muimu'iI- \M-re nwiiiL;' wliii h mn-i he paid in cash,

had -1 ti! ihi'ee lime- I'll!' liie UieU'V. Ill hii-iiiess these small

tritle- dii miii'e harm than a In aw loss; llu'V >ct rumors in

I
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. i rculat ioli. A Io>s whicli every one knows is a definite
iiiinjr, %ut jiiinie knows n<) limit-. Ilirotti-Mi's <:afe was
I !ll)lt_V.

'1 hen fear seixed on the |ierl'iinier. Sneh a thiiii: had iiovor
!i:i|i|wned before in hi- hnsiiie-s eareer. laki- all p.'., pie wh.o
iia\<' alniosfforuotlcn their stru.L'-.Ldes with poverty, and have
liiile strenirih t.r eharaete'-, this incident, a dailv oeeiirri'nce

in till' lives ol' nio-t pi'iiv shopkivpers in J'aris, troubled
' ''-ar's hrain.

lie told Celotin to .-end in invoices to his own customers;
^ijch an nidieanl-of oi'drr had to he ri raied twice Ixd'ore

iiic astonished lirst assi-iant nnder-lond it. The "clients''

-~;Ih,' ^'rand name that slio]ikeepers n-c to apply to their
ii-toniers, and retained hy Ce.-ar in .-i akiiii,' of them, in

-l>iU- of his wife, who h.-id yielded at la.- with a "Call tlieiix

Miia' you like, so long as they pay us"--the "clients" were
uealihy pc-ople, who paid when liny ple.i-ed; in ('e.-ar"s husi-
ii. -- ihe-e were no had dehts. tlioiiLrh the oiit^tandiiii: accounts
i.rtcn amounted to fifty or sixty thousand francs. The sr^eond

.:--istani took the invoice-hook, and heJ,^•ln to copy out (ho
!ai'p'.-t amounts. Ce.-ar stood in fear of his wife. He did
liot wisji her to see his prostration henealli the .-imoom of
iiii.-fortune, so he determined to po out.

"(lood-day, sir," said (Irindot, comin.i,^ in with the eare-
!' -- air that artists assume wlien tlu-y talk of hu-iiiess mai-
I' r-. to wliieh they say tliey are entirely unaccustomed. "I
'iimot obtain ready mon(<y of any sort nr descrif)tion for
your paper, so I am cijinpelled to ask you to ,i.dve me cash in-

-'':"h It is a nio-t unfortunate thin;,'' fo, nie that I must
'ike this stc|); hut I have not heen to the money-lender's
:i!i'>!!t it : I should Hot like to hawk your name about : I know
' M"ii'-:h of l,usine-s to kiiow that it would !'e ca.-tin.L: a slur
'Mil: so it is to your own interest to

'"

Speak lower, sir. if vou p!ea.-e," said liirotteau in hewilder-
''''!:! "I am verv much siirpri>ed at this."

l.oiirdois ca.nie in.

'lleiv. l.oiirdois/" said iJirotteau with a smile, "do you
1^.
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kllUW ;lh(j|it lliis;
•

ji

fiiith of a men haiit wlm |Vc|.-

|[H<I r-imrt. Willi the ixood

iUxnn ir, ;i.-u l.'.iii-(ioi.- 1(1 t,

>fiiii!'. iiic poor iiiiiii ha a l)oeii

iiiL' at

<iniiiii)i"s l.iil, l,v ^vav of laiH^h-
'nr:uwc\- 1,111 i„. ,snv a vU,u,l on Ijour<!.ii>' 1

' iiniini.lrtir,.. Til,. iiarinie--s Jul
una trciiil.Kd at In'-; owi
the <Ifaih-kn( il i,[" -i ..

)ro\v,

a civil;! 11, It ;||„|\

C'a.-^L' a lull IMC

it. V
lit takes li

juke was
e M!>|)iei(iii.' In such a

ii'ulii ail r. It <iizz\ : il

IcK lliS tjl

:i. as if

JUKI lai'

'M V (l( ar M. i!

!'il \vhicli ^\av, I'lil ai iiis ]\

II
; Lc (Iocs not offer

a >tr-\e of a pickaxe
rt.

to (lie I

iroMi-aii

le hack (.1 llh' ,-.,,,

L<cariiii!-, rciiri; wiih hi rn

"V- "i''y acctim has JHvu (, .:<ed and
passed: I muM a-K v„i, ,., haNe Hi:, noi.cv ivadv f „• me bv
to-n,orro«-. ^Iv daii::!.:,.,- i. p,,,,^ ,„ l./marrud . voun^^
frotlat

:

he uants iiici,,., „id n.iarics will „„t wait, and bi,;!
gain; bcMdc-, ii„ one has ever s'vn niv name .,„ a hir'

„.'V"'
'•"".,"'"' '""''' ''"• !- ^'l-i'i- lo-mn:T,-<' said

Lirotleau sliuly (lie coiiiUed ,.n the paMiient ef the invoices)
An.l you al.o. sir."—he >j,.,ke to (;niidot.
'•\\iiy can I not. have it nl on.-e!'- a-kd the architect

.,, '

''^'V
''> ""•'^ ^^^-'- '" i-ay in the l-'auboiu--' said

t-esar, who liad n(.v(.r told a lie.

lie innk ,,j. his hat to p> with them: Imt tlu" brieklavor
oa.ne ,n with |-liorie„ and Chairaronx. and stopped iiim just
as he ,~hut the door.

"'

^•We really want tlie money, sir." said ChairarnaY.
-Lh. I l,av..n-t the wealth .d' the Indies." cried T'esar out

J'f
[>atience: and Ic. ,piiekly put a hundred paces "between

iicath all this, (oniound the hall! Kvervbodv takes vou
tor a niilli.maire. Still, there was somethinir verv sfran.^e
'l'<;ut Lourdois." he thoudil: -there is some snake in the
iU.( I !;(',

II" ;v. lit alon^- the l.'ue Saint-ITonore without thinkin-
"'"^'''

•": "''^ -'""^^- ^'^ ii'i- at a verv low ebb. wli<.n at aoonu.r o| the street he ran up a-ainst Alexandre Crottat. like
' ""''-•'.;-iani. or a^ one mat hemalieian ab>orbed in the
^vn-knv^ ol a problem might eollide with another.
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"All I sir." cxciiiiiiicd tlic fiiiiuv notiiiv, "oiii^ word with
v.Ul! I)i(i i.'nniiill p;lV uvcr your fniii- liundivd tllnu>,llld

! Miles to M. ('l;iji,-u'(Ul y
\i>n wen- tliciv wlwu the tliinu' h;is d..iic. ^]. ('|;ip;irnii

LMVC Illf lll» rccijH of ;|,|v |<il„|; ,||y |,j||, „,.,.,, |,, |,,, n^.^O-
"'''•'"'

• • lf".i:niii oii-ht to have |iaid them t<i Inni

. . .
my two hundred and forty ihimsand franc- in eoin.

• • .
lie \va> t(dd tlial the money was to he paid (hiwii

Hid the iraii.-aetion (oni]i|eied. . . . M. I'opiiiol of the
I'l'il'iiinil say-.

. . . 'i'he vemlorV reeeijit ! . . . Hut
•

.
wliiit makes yon a>k the (|iiestion ?'

'"What makes me ask you sneh a i|Uestion:' To know
whether your two hundred thou.-and I'ranes are in Ciaparon's
!i:ind> or 1,'o-niirs. IJo-niii i. Mieh an ohl aeipiainlanee of
y'urs. that lie ini,i:ht have >.ernplerl to take your iiionev, and
i-i'ided it ovi'r to Clajiaron: if so. von will' have had a nar-
n.w e>(ap<'! Hut h<;w stiipi<l [ am"! He has made olf with
;iii'in. for he has M. Claparo-.rs money; luckily, Claparon
had only paid a hundred thousand francs. i{o.i:uin has ah-
sc'iihUmI

; 1 mys(df paid him a Inindred thon.sind franes for his
M-.ieii,.,. M-ithout takin- a rcr ipt : I L'avc it Iiini as 1 mi.irht
-ive my purse to you to keep for me. Your vendors havo not
'". n jiaid a stiver: they have just lieen nmiid to sec mo. The
tHMiiey you rai.-ed on your land has no e.xistenee for you, nor
lor the man of whom you horrowed it; ii'oiruin had swallowed
i! like your hundred thoii-and fninc-; wiiicli- er—he has not
ha.l thi> lonn- while. .\iid he ha.- taken your last payment of
•i iiuiidr d Ihou-.iiid franc- with liun ico; 1 renicmher goiui,' to
'he hank for the monev."
The

[
upils of Ce.-ar".- eyes dilatc^d .-o widely that ho could

"" i!"ti. '•".'. hut n d llanie- I.efoic hnn.
'>"" ''riiU on tlie liaiik lor a humlred thousand francs,

' iinnhr
: thou.-and franc- of mine paid for the practice,

'' •' '!"' 'i'''i llioii-aiid fi-aiic, l.c|on:jiii- u> M. Chiparon—
liiree humlred ihou-and franc- -on.' like .-mok,'. to .-av notii-
I'li^- of the (lefaleatinii.- that ha\e yet to he f.,iind out."" the
y..;in,u' notary \\ei;t (,n. •••]'hey feared lor .\Ime. Ifo-uin's
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tins

: M. (Ill Tillot Fpcnt ihc iiiirlit ln-iil.' her. Hu Tillft hiin-

[)i'st('riii<j himiiiis iiiHi a narrow cscanc ii'ii^iiin lias hi'cii

is iiiniith |'a,-f In ilraw liiiii iiii.i \\u' .Madeleine -|)e{'"'atioi

lait. iiiekily. all his eajiiial \\as Im !x( ,1 up in some jin oct of

ihe NneiiiL'-i';.-'. lid^Mim wroie his \\ii\. a l'ri,uhi i'ul letter.

I lia\e Just seen it. For five vears he has beeji Lraiiihliii;; ith

Ills clieiiis liiciiev, ami win r ml it (>!i a iiii.-lress— j_,a

hi'!!)' Ilnlhiii'l'ls, ; lie Irfi h.T a fori iiiuiit hefor e lie nmdo
tlii> .-lr<

hor

ha. I Miiaiiw. rc'l tiil -lie hail ii'H a lartlimff;

furiiitiire was soji! : ^^e had ]n!t h. r name on hills of ex-

chan;j-e. Tin n ^;ie Iml Troni ]\< V eredii.irs in a h

T ilai.-

ou>e ill the

and \va> iiiiird. I'ed iluri> hi-t evenintr by an
otheer in lii" army, llravcn .-ion dealt liie inuiishmont to

}ier who. hiy.iiid a donhi. had riui ihroiiuii liounin's fortune.

There are women to whom nothing: is .sacred; think of squan-
derin_ir auay a notary's praeileel

"Mine, lio^nin will lane nolhiiiLT execpt what has been
Beeured to her by her le^-al iiiorl.i^aue, and ail the seoundrers
ju'operty lias been jnortLraLaMl beyond it- v.ihie. The pracliee

is to be sdld for tiireo hundred th"ii>a!id francs I .and I,

who thousiht ] was doin^' a j:ood stroke of busine??, must
bcLdn liy payiiiL"- an extra hundred ihousand francs for my
practice; I liohl no receipt ; and there are tlefalcations which
will eat up the value of the ])ractice and the deposit of cau-
tion inomy. 'idle creditors will think that I am in jt if 1 sav

anythiiiir about my hundred tliousand francs, and vou have to

be very careful id' your reputation when you are beL,dnninp for

Yourse on \\\ \i ! anilv c'et thirty ])er cent. Such a brc\

to drink of at my aL- I That a man of (iflv-nine sliould take

ip with a woman T )ldic out roirue iiree weeks aixo

told me not to 1 ;irrv

vou would not ha\(

Cesariiie. and said that befon; loujr

il to eat, the monster I"''

Alexandre iiiiLrhl have talked on for a lonir while: T>irot-

teaii stood like a laan tiirn.d lo stone. Kach sentence fell

like a stnnniiiL:' blow, lie heard nntliinLr in the sounds lint his

dcath-kiicli; ju>t a> when .Mexaiidre lirsl be^ran to sp(\'ik, he
had ^eellicd to see ids own house iu flames. Ho looked 60
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•A!i!t''. .Hill stood SO motionless, that Aloxiiiidrc fn.ttiit. ulin
i!;i.| l.-ikcn the wortliy pcrfiiincr for a clcar-licadcd. (a)ial)!o

111,111 of l)iisiiic>s. was fri.ulitcn.d at last. Ifo;:iiitrs siifcossor
'IH not know that this stroke had swept awav Cesar's wliolo
!"i'"""'- A •-"irt thr.ii,i:ht of suicide lla-hed throii.irh tho
tiniin. of the nierehanl. so pnd'onndjy reliuioiis hy nature. In
-!ieh a ease >nieide is a way of escape from a tliousan.i deaths,
iiid it seems logical to accept liiit one. Alexandre Crottat
li-nt ids arm. and tried to walk with him. hut it was impossible
Cesar tottered as if lie had been drunk.
"Why. what is the matter with your" asked Crottat. ".My

i.'on<l M. Ce.sar. pluck uj) heart a little! It takes more than
tliH to kill a man ! besides, you will recover fortv thousand
iiancs: the man who lent urn the nioiK v had not the money
l<. lend, and did not pay it over to you: you niij:ht plead that
the contract was void."

".My hall.— .My t'ross.—Two hundred thousand francs'
v. nil of my paper on the market, and nothm^r in the
>•'<''•

• • • 'I'lif Ka-ons. I'ilk.rault. . . . And my
\> il'e. who saw it all I"

A shower of confused words, which called up ideas that
o\erwhelmcd him and caused \inhearahle pan,i:s, fell like hail
l.ivinjr waste the flower heds of the (,hi,"cn of Hoxr^.

"If only my head were cut oil'." Birotteau cried at last; "it
i- M) heavy that it wcij^hs me down, and it is <rood for noiiiing
in this . .

."'

i'oor old Birotteau!" said Alexandre: '-then are vou in
'iillieulties:'"

"Ihlliculties!"

"\ cry well : keep up your heart and struixirle with theni."
"'Stru<r<:le I" echoed the perfumer.
•I Ml Tillet used to he your assistant: he has a level head,

'. '-vill help vou."

\h\ Tillet?"
"'(

'onie alonir
!"

'•iood heavens! I don't like to p^ home lik" this." cried
i'lrotteau "You that are my friend, if friends there are, you

t »
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who have (lined will •. \oii in uIkhh i liavc taken an in-

terest, call ii call for inc. for my wife's sake; and cniiie with
mc, Xandrot . . ."

With no litth' ditlicnltv Croltat juil the inert nieclianisni.
railed (Ysar. into a cab.

"Xandrnt." he said, in a voice broken with tears, for the
tears had hc<,Min to fall, and thi' iron band alioiit hi> head
Pcemed to be loosened a little, ''let u- call at th-' slK.p. Speak
to (Y'lestin for me, My friend, tell him that it is a matter of
life and death fur me and for my wife. .\nd let no cue
prattle about IJo.L'uin's disapi,earancc on atiy pretext whatever.
Ask Cesarine to come down, and hej: her to allow no one to

say anything' nhont it to her motlicr. Yon must beware of
your best friends. I'ilicranlt. the I.'a-ons everybody

The chanire in l-Jirottciu's voice made a deep irnpre«ion on
f'rottat. who nndcrstood the importance of the reqiK^t. On
thoir way to the rnairistratc. they stojiped at the housi> in the
Kiie Saint- llonore. Celestin and Cesarine were horrified to

pee Kiri>ttcan Iyin<: hack in wliite and speechless hebetude, as

it were, in the eab.

"Keep the affair a secret for nie." said the perfumer.
".\h !"' said Xandrot to himself, "he is coniin;: round; I

thonpht it was all over with him."
The conference between .\le\andre and the mapi^rate

Ifl-ted Ion;:. The I'resident of the ('handier of Xotaries was
sent for; Cesar was taken hither and thither like a parcel;
he did not stir, he did not utter a word. Towards seven
o'clock in tlie evenini: .\le\andre Crottat took the perfumer
home a.irain. and the ihon,Lrht of appearimr before his wife
had a bracinL"- (•feet on him. The younir notarv had the
charity to precrede !.,;n. to tell Mme. 15irotleau that her hu.--

band had had a sort of (it.

"He- ideas .ire confu>ed.'" he saiil. niakin<r a <resture to de-
scribe a bewildered Miite of the brain: "perhaps he should be

bled, or leeches ouirht to be put on him."
"I knew how it would be." said Constance—nothing was

further from her thou^dits tlian the actual disaster—"he did

1
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ni'i inkr lii> iiii'dicinc a^ tisiiiil ;it ilic lici:iniiiii.Lr nf wintt^r,

.ill I for ihoc two iiiDiiilis lie lia> Ih^i-ii ucrkiii;: likr a galley
-' '"• ii- if he hail 111 I'ai'ii lii> .jaily hrcail.'"

> ' C'sar",- uifr a. Ill ilaugiiicr l)i;:,i;vil liiin to go to lird, and
!'!-. llaiidry, Biroltcaii's ili.dor. was h'iiI for. Old Haudry
>.!- a ilocli.r of the xhool of MoliiTi'; he had a large |)ra('ticr,

jfid adhcivd to old-fa>hioiicd inclhods and oiit-of-datc
'
'riiiiila'; con.-iill ing i)lu>ician though \u' wa,~. he druggod his

i'liniits like any i|iia(k doclor. lie rainc niadt" his diagnosis.
.ifid ordered the iiiiiiiediate appliealioii ..f a >ina])i.Mn to tho
-il.s of ('e.Nar"s feet; he deteeted svmiilonis of eerehral con-
:,t'.-iion.

"What can have hrought it on?" a-ked Constaiieo.
"The damp weatiier," said the doctor. ( e.siriiie had given

.'lini a hint.

.\ doctor i,s often oMiged professionally to talk non.scnse
"iMi a learned air. to save the honor or the life of persons
in health who stand ahout the patientV hed The old phvsi-
' !.ni had seen so much, that half a word .-utliced lor him.
< I -arino went out on to the stairs to a~k ahmit the treatment.

"liest and (piiet : then when there is less i)res-iire on the
III. we will venture on tonics."'

for two days Mnio. Cesar sat hv her hu^liamrs liedsido.

'Mien she thought that he was dehrions. As he lav in his
Wife's pretty hhie chandjer. li(> said many tliimis, which were
'I'iL'inas for Constance, at the sight of the hangings, the
i'lirniture. and the eostly magnifieenee of the room.
"He is light-headed." she said to Cesarine. when Cesar sat

linriLTlit in hed and hegan sojcmidy to repeat scraps nf the
'lie. "U the personal or household expenses are considered
''"•>-i'''e. . . . Take away those curtains I" he cried.

After three dr«'adful days of an.xiety for Cesar's reason.

Tourangeau'.s strong j)easant con>'itntion triumphed.
''<' pressure on the hrain cea-ed. M. Haudry ordered cordials
'id a strengthening diet, and after a cp of coifee -ea.-on.ihlv

liministered, Cesar was on his feet again. Constance, worn
"ii. took her husband's place.
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ynnr lllin,^
'•

sil.l (Vvir. wl,,.,, lu- >au l,rr >lr,.|,ill;r.

"('"inc. |.;i|,;i. i;ikc (.Miniu'c! ^'..ii liiivr .v.. iniirli i;i|(~,it tlint
.vnii uill inn.iiph over ihi^. \,.^,,,. ,„j,„i. y] An-^Iiu.' will
ll''l|' Vnll." ;iIm1 (','.;irill.. Ill lirill II h ,! llic ..UVct, Vil'MI,' WunN
in.-l'l.' -till -Urrl.T hv 1, 11, 1, .ril,.>S. Wlli.l, put rnlliMM,. i„In d,,'
most M.ivlx ,l,.rc;itr.|. a.- a inotlicr'.s croonin- >mm-^ .M,nil„. il,..

P'liii i.f a iiciliiii- inraiit.

""*'•'• ''"'''•
' "ill Mrii--1... I>„it n.il a \v,,nl ..f tlii< f,,

••'"V""
"^'""^''- ""' '" l'..pinnt, u-Ih. 1„v,., „., ,,,„• to v.Mir

"•"''• I" II"' (ir-l pla,-r. 1 uill writ., tn mv hrnij,,.,-; j„. j,
•' '•"""I- I I" li-^-. a prirM attaclici to a .-at li,.,lral. Ifr ,p,.n,l.
''"''""-• -" '" '"'1^' 1'^'^'' -i\'"l M.Miciliin- Fiv,. tlioiHand
nun- pin l,\ ,.\,.rv year fur tuciiiv war— h,. ..ii-lit I- liaw a

'•'"I'ltvil thnii^an.l Iraiics. \'vh'.\< Lav,. ,-n-lit in caimrv
places.

<'<>ariiic. Ill her liurrv ).. >ct a little taMc an.' the neces-
saries (nv until-- .a letter helnre her lather. I,rnu-ht the re-
TimiiHlcr uC the ruse-c(,h,re,| cards for the hall.

"Burn them all'" cried the tiierchatit, "'i'lie devil alone
cnnld have pn, the „„(i,,n ,,f that ha!i into ,nv head. If I

fjid II uill iMuk as if 1 were a ro-iie. Com,., let us <ro .strai<'ht
to the point.

'^

Crsar's Icffcr to Franrois Birotlrnu.

"My DKAt! Hkotiii-i?.— :\Iy hiisincss is pa-^in- tIiroii<rh a
orisis so diin.-.ilt that I implore von to seTid nie all the nionov
at your disi.o.^al. even if yoii are ol.liired to horrow —Yoiir^
^''"'>--

'

Cl?SAU.

"Your niece Ce^arine. who is with mo as I write this jottor
while mv poor wife i> asleep, desires to he renienihered to vou'
and >ends her love."'

This postscript was added at Cesarino's instanro She aavc
till' letter to Rairiiet.

'•Father." <aiil she. when -I

Lcb; IS. who wants to s^peak to y

1 -lie came up airain. "here is 31.

ou.
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"M. [.-li.i-:'' cri.d Crsiir, >t,irtini: ;i> tlioii.i^'li niififortiine
I. Ml iiiiidc ii (riiiiiiial (if him. "a jud;:*'!"

"Dciir M. liirnttniii." ^.aiil tlic stoiii iiicrcliiint-driipcr ns
'.iiiic ill. "l lake too (Ircii ail interest in yon

—

kiiowin-; each
-!l:i r >,, loiii: a> we have, and hciii;r ,.|,.,.|,.,1 jii,la,.s to^xethcr.

- we were, for tlie liist ti —not to 1,.| you know that one
ledault, otlierwi>e Ciironiiei, lias l»ill> of yours made pavalih-
jo his order, iril/ioiif t/iitinnilrr. hy the firm n{' ('l..|>aron.
| lioy.. two words are not iiarely an In-iill : they ^ive a fatal
>:iake to your credit."

'M. (laparon would like to -peak to you." said Celestin,
iHiiin;: in his hi'ail ; "am I to siiow him u|)?"
"Wi- shall so.iii hear the why and wherefore of this alTrnnt."

: marked Tichas.

This is M. Leha-. sir," said Cesar, as Claparon camo in;
'• is a jnd;.H' of the 'rriitnnal of Commerce, and my

•Oh! the <reiitleman is M. Lel.as. i^ hp?" said Claparon.
iiierriiptinir Cesar, •'deliirhled lo make his acciuaiiitance : M.

1.' I'as of the trilninal. tliero are .-o many l.chas. to sav notli-

i;:Lr of the htnds and the h(i.< -"

"He has seen the liills which I ^mvc to you. and which
' -" you told me) shculd not he iie^rotiated." Biroitcau wont
"1. interrupt ini: the rattle in his turn, iie has seen them
Mh the words 'without puarantee" writtcMi upon iliem."

'Well." said Cla|iaron. '•.md as a matter of fact they will
"!>! he nepitiated : they are iii the Iiain!-; of a man with whom
I ''o a irreat deal of husiness

—

old Bidaiilt. 'i'lial is why [

!' ;i -without .iruarantee" on them. If the hills had heen meant
'" he ]uit in circulation, you would have made tlu'iu to his
'rder in the first place. ^^. Lehas. as a judL'-e. will under-
:-':irid my jiosition. What do the hills represent? The price
'f -oiiie landed property, 'i'o he ])aid hy whom:-' Bv Rirot-
ti:Mi, Why Would you have me Lniarantee Hirotteau hv niv
>!i:i!ati!rc:-' We must, each of us. pay our <hare of the afore-
-•i!d [irice. Now. isn't it iiiouirh to he jointly and spverallv
r sponsible to the venduio? 1 have made an infle.xible rule
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ill liii>iiii-i>
: I Do iiHiri' "xivc my si;:ii;iiiir(' for iiolhing than

I <:i\f II iT(ri|ii I'di- iiiMiicy llijit i> >lill \'< \u- |i;iiil. I ;l^>um(•

tli<' u..r-t. W Ik. >i^ti-. pays. I don't want to be luid opi'U to

pa\ I llM I' t iinr> ipSi'T."

'"Tliirc liinrs," Siiid ('('.iar.

irutl, ;iil Im till. VcIkIuIV ; \vll\ >l|(i.ll(l

I ( 'lM|iiirnii. '•[ liavf iilrc'idy ;,aiar;iiiti'cd

Miaiiinli'c liiiii again
III llM

.ir

liill-(!i~((iiiniiT .' i Mir ciM' i* a iiar (I iiiic ; |i()i,Mlin gOt'S

oli \\iili a liiiiiilrcil lliiiii-aiHi lr.iiu-< <>( iiniic: xi. fvcii now,
"ly liall' '<( llic laii'l i- co-iiiii;- nil' livf liuiiilrcd tli'Hi<and in-

^'"'d (if fuiir. iin_Miin lia- taken l\w> liundnil and fortv

lii'lnnuin.L'' t" I'.inittraii. What would you dolilull-; IIHl lIMIK

111 in\' piai'i' M. I'm \nlir-('|| III 1||\ s|inc<. I 1

iiiit till' Imiicir lif Iji iiii: kiiiiwii \i> \i<\\. am more than I k
^r. Hirutleaii. I )i> Villi t

lave

now
iKe nil'

.

\\- e L'li lial\e> in a laisinc;

latileellhit HIM ^'iiii |iav down all Mnir >han' of the i

(•a>li ; ami a- Im- ni I I'lve III 11,- liir iii\ >liare

imiiey 111

iillVr vmi
the hills, and mit nf excessive henevuleiire ymi take tlicni and
give niMiwy fur them. Vmi leani that ('lajiaron the rich

banker, Iniikcii np () hv ever\iini it all the virtues in

the wiirld— that the \irtiioiis Claparnn i.- in diniciilties for a

iiu select that iiiuiiient to givematter of six inillinns: would v

your name as a guaraiiti'e fur mint Y nil WOllll 1 bo mail
Well, unw

, .M. i,eli;is. Uiriitteau is in the pii>itiiin in whieh I

imag'iied Claparnn tn ho. Don't ymi see that in that rase,

heiii_- jointly and .-everally re-pnn^ihle. I may ho niado to pav
the piircha<er< ; that I lan he called iipnn In [lav a sooond tiiiio

for liirni Je.-iu'-: vli;,,-,. t,. the extent of Ins hills, that is, if 1

hack them, willinut haviiiL:
"

"I'ay whuni?" interru[ite<l the per'amor.
"Without having his half of the land,"' pursued Claparon,

heodlos of the interrupt inn. "fur 1 sluiuhl have no hold on
him : .-n I ^Imuld have to huy it over again. So— I might jiav

three tiiiL's over."

"Repay whom?" in-i-tod I'.irotteau.

"Why. the holder of the bills; if I endorsed thom, and you
canio to grief."
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"I ~li;ill iini I'iiil. >ir." .Slid Hiii.llraii.

All ri;;lil.'" f-aid < hiininii. "Von Imvc Ihcii u judgo, you
• M clever miin of l)ii.»iiie.->, \oii know flint \\>- oiijrlii to pro-
'!e for till eontiii;:enei('s, so do not he iistoiiislied ix I act

'; .1 liu?iiies.--like way."

"M. riaparoii is ri^rlit." said Joseph [.elms.

'I Mill ri.i:lit." coiitimied Claparori. "ri^rlit from a liii>iiics-;

• 'lilt of view. r.ut Illi> is ;i .|UeMlo|| of landed proj,, rtv.
\-u, what oii-iit I iiivself to receive?— Moiiev, fur ll'i.'

' 'lor> iMii>t he paid in coin. Let ns .<et aside th<' two Imn-
'

'I and forty Ihonsiiid francs which M. Hirotteau will find,
I .1111 sure." saiil Claparon. jookin': at Liha<. "! came to ask
•'II I'nr the trillin<r snm of twenty-live ihoii.-and francs," he
''' d. lookin;: at Hirotteau.

Twenty-five thoiiMind franc.-!" cried Cesar, and it socmed
'

' liiiii that the hlood turned to ice in his veins. "Rut, sir,

^.lt for?"

'I'-liI my dear sir. we are hoand to si<(n, seal, and deliver
I!!" deeds in tile presence (d" a notary. \ow, as to paying for
' ' liinil, We may arrange that ainon<,' ourselves, hut when
I lie Treasury comes in—your liiimhie servant '. Tho Treasury
''- not aniiiM- itself v,iih idle words: it allows vou credit
I'Miii your hand to your pocket, and we sliall have to come
'I'wn with the money— f.irty-foiir thcusand francs this week
III law e\jM'nsc>. | was far from expecting: reproaches when I
'I'll'' liere: for. thinkini: that you niiudit find it inconvenient
I" pay twenty-five thou.siii-l fi.iiK s i was <roin<; to tell you
!i-il iiy the merest chance I liad saved for you "

"What?" asked Birottcau. -ivini: in that word that cry of
"' -ircv- wliicli no man can mistake.
'A trifle! Twenty-five thousand francs in bills given to

.'"11 hy one and another, which Ifoiruin <rave nie to di.-count.
I iiave credited you with tiie amount as against the reeistra-
tiMii and other e.\pen.-es: I will send you the account; there
I- a little matter to deduct for di>couniinL: tliem, and six or
^I'vcn tJiousand francs will still he owinix to me."

"This all seems to me to be perfectly fair," said J.ebas. "In
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III I'ii"'"' "I II"- ,::iiii li-iti;in, ulio ;i|i|i.-,ii' Im iiic Io iiiii|crr.|(iii(|

iii>iiii V- \,r\ U' II. I -liMiiM ,|, t ilir -iimi' h.wMnI- ;i >i

'riii» \mII II.. I ill' I II' iliMlll M.

nm^'cr.

l»iruti(Mii. !^ai<

<'|;lji,-ir>i|l : "il l.lki- III..1,. Ij.iii ,,||.. 1,1. ,^v In kill iiii nl.j Wi.jt;

I liiUi' M.ti \\.il\i- wiih liiillri. ill i||,.ir \um\- niiiniiii: altoiil.

lik.

•w

i'Til, >.

" ( uiijij |i,l\ .

«(i|\

']•-! II -III I i.iM ;ilil \ nil liOLMiiii's [tart

iskcd 1,1 Im-. ,1- mill !i ,i!,iniii 'I li\ ( , -ar'^ iliiniliiii'>s a> I

ka>f a >[ifrll!,ll lull nl|I~|i|,. ill.. |iiT|'i|u|,rv tIMilt

»V so

A iillli' IllnlV. allij I -llnllM I i;i\c L'lM'ii till- L'l'nljrinaii a rr-

III! iiiiri'ii I iiiiii-a iii| I rai I'll < 'lapariMi. "at<-iM|it I'lir r.iir

I was ill a -|i\\.
I ha.l [.ai.l ovrr a Imiiilivil tli.iii-and f

111 li'iiL'iiin till' iii-lii lii'l'ur... (till- iiiiiliial cnii!

liir. Il Uuiilil lia\i' Mtiiii-.l til II.. all a iiialtiT cil' ii
'

i iTi

wlii'lliiT |lii. iiiiiiii.', -liMiiM I,.. IxiiiL'' at hi- nil

HI

rancs

iMi'II(r sav<M|

(rcncc

lit til! till' l\.\V Ullrll ll

Il I' III' III my pos-

ic riilll ract - UiTi' coilllilrtcil.

It uiiiiM liaM' lici'ii mill h lii'iirr ifcar!! hail tli.pn^ii

nidiii'V with the I'.aiik nf FraiHi' till thr f

ill'.' it <ivrr." -aid I.flia-.

|iii-ili'(l lib

imc ('.iiiic fur pay-

'I'liLMiin wa- as i:(mh| a-; ihf I'.ank. I I hmiirht." saiil (Vsar,
'I'lit lir tiio i- in lhi< liu-iiK'--."" Ill' aih ciiiu' .it Clapn-
riii).

^|-. t'nr ,'i fniirth. ami in iiaiiii' mih-." aii-wiTi'il (' pa run.

"Al'ttT till' iiiiln'i-ility nf alliiuiiiLr him lo u'<i oil" with mv
iniiiii'V. thi'i-c i- hilt uiic thiii'.i- nmi'i' (iiit-;ini|-<iiit iiiiotic—and
that wiiiihl hi' til mal-,1' him a jn'i'-ciit nf -hhk. hkh'i' If he

M'lids mi' hark my hiimln'd tlMUband rraiiis. and two liundrod
tliiui-and more on his own arnuint. iIh'ii uc will

he will take isiuu] cari' nut i<> put ilu' inorn'V int

that

'.lit

o an attair(Ta

mii-I Miiinii'i- I'll- t'.iiir y .ivs Iu'I'miv \nii have a spnniifnl

if smip. [f h" has o!il\ u'lm.' oil" with tliri'c Immlrcd tlimi-

saitd fr IIIC as tlu'V sa\. In will want oiiiti' lit'tv thousand
livi'i.-; a vcar to live drcciitlv ahmad.

"

•'Tii.'handit !"'

''I'lh! iroodncss! An iiir.,iiiation for a wiim.'i n hrontrht

•WhatRoLMiin til that fvis--." -aid ('lapanm
ran an-wiT for it tluit he will not ho mastered and earried

man at hi>; ai^e
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i> ii,\ a lil>t filllfv:' Nut line i>( IH, Miller ,1- Wr illT. f.iU
:l wliciv it will nid. A li|,t lo\,. 1. the IM.»t Vinlnit. Ln.,k

' Cunlot. ;m.l ('(iiiiiiM.i. Hii,| MMhIal—fV.Tv on.' of liicin
i,i-

11 riii.-tnv-! And if ;i!l .>{ u, an- j,'iill.-,i, is ii n ur
All fiinit:-' lluw W),^ it that Wr lii.l nut mi-iumI a ii-tary

> >|M.iilat.'.| (111 iii> (iMM ac.uiini :' Aii_\ iiutarv, aiiv hill-

) ! 'Ki r. or !.tiMkl»rnkt'r who .|i.cs l)ii.-irics> on lll.^ own anunnt.
• ""' '" !" tru-li'd. I'ailiiiv fur llnin |, fiaihliilmi l.arik-

<il'\i'\: lii.N arc sent up f., the Coiiil of Av-izc for trial; so,
-I .MiirM'. th.'v invf.r a forci-n ...int. 1 .-liall not rnakr tliat

: under ayaiii. Well. well, we are all Ino ueak In pa-- jink-
' lit I'V ilefaiilt on a man with whom we have dimd, who han
^11 ^'raml iiall>. a man in .;(;eiet_v, in fact! N'oho.lv com-

:' :im> : it ic wi-mi;:."

••\<'rv wr-.n-.'" >aid Jiirottean. "'I'lie |u-ovision< of the law
'M ri'uard to liipiidalions and iii-<dveney oiiLrht to he rc-
d lliroiij;lioiit."

if .voii siK.iild happ.-n to nc( me."' said Lehas, addrcss-
!

' Itirottt'aii. '"I am ipiile ,it voiir ser\ iee."

•\I. Hirottcan h,i,- need ..f no one."' said the indefati-rahle
:

i'tl<'r (dii 'I'illet had opined the sliii(vs after poiirin;: in
water, and Claparon was repeatim: a !e-son which du

i Vt had vcrv skilfully tau, it him). "His position is clonr.
K'-jnin"s estate will jiay a dividend nf (ifiv p.Tcciit. from what

iin;.r Crottat t.dls ni.". H.-ides the dividend, M. Cesar will
'!!<• I)y the forty tlmnsand francs which the lender on tlie

: :'rt._raire did not pay over: he can rai-^e more nionev on liis

: ' piTty: and we have four months in whieli to jiay two hun-
' '1 Ihonsand francs to the vemlors. I'.etween now and then
^i r.irotteau will meet his hills ( for he onirht not to reckon on
' 'tinir them with the monev whii h Ifmriiin made olT with).
I'"

: if -M. Hirottcan should fin. I himself a little pinched
.

Well, with one or two accommodation hills, he will
'i'l til roll irh

"

I'he perfumer took heart as he Ii>tcned. Ciai.aron an-
•d the husiness. summi'd it up. atid traced out a plan of

''n. as it were, for him. (iraduully liis e.vpression grow de-
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(•;i!(.-il and rcMiluti'. mid lie cidiccivcd a ^rrcat i\'>|)('ct for the

('\-coiiiiiicrcial travi'lirV liu>inr.-~ cajiacilv. I>ii 'I'illL't had

tliou^dil il cxindiciit In inakr Claparuii hclicvc that h.' was one

of HofTuinV vicliiiis. lie had ;;i\i'ii Clajiarun a hundriMi iliuii-

saiid IVaiio lo .::i\i' td Hn.^uin, who rcliiriu'd them to du
'I'ilh't. ('la|iaMm, hriiii:- nnca.-v, |ila\rd his jiai'l to the life;

he tohl aii\h()dv wlio carcii to li^tni to him that ilnuuin had

inidclcil him of a hundred thou.-aiid fraiii >. 1 Ui Tillct

doiihtcd ( '!.i|i:iri>nV -trcnii-th nf mind: he fancir.l that [hmu-

oiplcs of hiaioty and conx-icnlinus scriipU'^ si ill linpTcd in

his i)U|i|ict. and would not coiiiidc thi' whole of his plans to

hin; ; he knew, moreover, that his iiistruinenr was imapaijle

of ij:uessin^' at them.

A day eanie when liis eommereial LTo-hetweeti n'proaehed

him. "If e'lr first fi'iend is nor our Wv^i dupe, we should

never find a second. "" said du Tillet, and he Itn-ke in ])ieees the

tool whieh wa> no lonji'er u>eful.

yi. Lehas and ('la])aron went out tof^ether. and Rirotteaii

was hd't alone.

"1 can pnl! thr(nii.di," he --aid to him-elf. "Mv liahilitie-.

in the slia])e of l)ills to he met, amount to two hundred and
thirty-five thousand francs. That i> tu say—-event v-live thou-

sand franc- for the house, and a hundi'ed and -event v-live

tiiou-and fi-ancs for the huildin'X-land. Now. to cover tliis. I

have Ko!jfuin"s divid eiui. wnu h will :imouni mav he lo a liuu-

(lre<l thousand francs: and I can cancel the hian nn mv laud,

that is a hundred ami forty thou-aml francs in all. 'i'hc 'him:

to he done is t() make a hundred tliou-and franc- hv the

Cejihalie < >il ; and a few accnmniodat ion hill-, or a loan from a

hanker, will tide Tue o\er until I can make i;ood the loss, arnl

the lniil(lin!.'-land i-eaches its etdianced value."

W" icn a man in nusfoi'tune once can weave a romance
ipc out of the inor c or le did rcaMinini:- with whu-

h" (ill> the pillow on which he lav- hi< head, h^' is ofti'ii saved.

Many a <<\]c has taken the lonlidence irivcn liv an illu-ion f.ii

(Mil rLiv.— !'erhap> the iialf <>f ((Piira-e is ivally hope, and the

Catliolic religion reckons hope amoni: the virtues. Has not
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|ir i)Ho\c(l uj) iiiaiiv a \v('aklin<,', giving him tiiue lo auail ihu

. iiiicc.- u hull life l]riiig> !'

IJii'oitfau made u]) li:< iiiiiid to apply, in tli(» lirst place,

: > iiis wilV's uiic-k'. and to disclose liis po-itinn to his rcla-

..• Iid'orc going cUcwiKTe. !!( went down thu IJuc Saint-

li^'iiore and rcacluil the Kiic Buurdoiinais, not without l'.\-

:• ru iiciiig inwai'd iiang>. wliicii caiixMi >iiclt vinlciit iiitci'iiai

-tiirliancc that lie tliought his health wa.- der.-Miired. There
-•i~ a lire in hi.- vitals. .\> a matter of fad. th<.>e whose scn-

'. tiie i> keeiM'-t in the diaphragm sull'er in that region; just
:,~ iho>e who>e faiulty <>i jiereeption re>ides in the brain
-i:!'''i' 11 the lieail. In tlie gra\e eri>es. the >\>tem is at-

'-'i<ed at the \)':lnl where the temperament loe;i:i-. the seat

"1 life in the individual; weaklings have the eolie, a Na-
" ' on grow.- drow-\'.

liei'ore a man of honor can storm a confidence and over-

l.iiii the harriers (,( [iride, he mu^t have fell the prick of the

-jiiir of Xece->ity. that hard rider, mo)-e than once. So for
tuii d;i\s Hiroiteau had borne that spurring ix'fon' he went to

-e rillevault, and then family rea-on- decided him—how-
i\cr th ngs :i ight go. lie mii^t e\[ihiin the po-iiion to the
^lern i onmonger. Yet, for all that, wlien lie reached the
d"or. In fch in his inm<i>t .-oiil as a child \'i'v]< on a visit to

the denti>t, thai his courage was sinkinir away: and Birot-

t an was not aliout to face a momentary pang, h" (piailod

i'cf .re a wliole lifetime to couie. Slowly he went up the stairs,

aiid found llie old man reading the i'uiixiil nH<nn . I bv the
''f'-ide; oil a litth' round talde hi> frugal breakfast was .set

—

a !'•!!. butter. Brie cheese, and a cup of cotfee.

"There is ival wi-dom," said Birotteau to Jiim^elf. and he
'in ii'd lii< imclcV life.

'\\e||."" said I'illerault. laying down his specraeh s. "I
'mmi'iI about Roguin's atfair yesterday at the Cife David;
-1 !ii- mi-tre-s. Ln hrlli' llnllnniliii.-<p. i- murderi,! ! I h.)pe

:iiat. ^\•arned by us \vho want to be actual proprietors, vou
'.\.t\v been to ( 'l.ipariiii and takm a receipt Y'

' .^la-! urn le. that is just it; you have laid your finger on
Mle -put. No."
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"Oil, Ixiihcr: yuii arc riiiiKM]."" -,ij,] l'

his pajMT: ami Hiroitiaii
|

CoHstihitionnd.

illcraii't. dropping.

)H-keil It up. althoujiii it was tl

Tliis tli(.u;:lit wa.- sue!

fcjitiircs. alu-a_v.< like a j/rofil

1 a .-^liock. thai Pillcrault's st ITII

))M(1 I iiTii struck III bron/c. II

e 1)11 a (Dill, <:iv\v liard as if thev

II' \\a.-
k'litly while he licanl he (Iclihcratol : 1

fasc with the iiilhvihilitv (,!' a Minos who en
)f

c stared with .-leadv eves that
saw nutliiiii:, throii.i:h the window-^, at the opposite wall, and
hsteiied whik' Hirotleau poured out a loii- discourse. '

Evi-

poiideriri/I the

d the Stv\
of coininerce, when lie left the (,»uai des Morfoudus for hi-;

little fhird-door ilwellin,i:.

"Well, uncle." a^kci! JJimtteau at last, expectinir some
answer 'o a linal entreaty tc -11 n'/z/'r.y worth six tluiusand
francs a year.

"Well, my poor nephew, J cannot do it. Thinirs have pone
loo far. We. the IJa-ous and I, sh.ill l,„tli lo.^e (iftv thoiKand
franco. It was hy my advice that the i:ood folk" sold their
shares in th." Wnrt.-^chin :\Iines. I feel mvself |„.,,„d, if thev
lose the iiKuiey, not to replace their capital, hut to <:ivG them a
helpm- hand, and to help my niece and Cesarino. You
nii<rht perhaps all of you want bread, and vou must come to
me-

"

"Hivad. uncle:-"'

"Well. yes. hn^ad. Just look the facts in the fare : ynn will
not pull lhrnu;ih' Out of five thousand six hundred fraiu-
a year, 1 will set asi.le four thoiisan.l to divid,. hetween vou
and the \hvum>. When your disaster eom.'s. I know Con-
stance, she will slave and deny herself everylhinfj—and so
will you. Cesar!"

'''i'liere is hope yet, uncle."
"1 do n,it .<ee it as you do."'

"1 will prove the contrary."'

"Xothini: would plea,-e mv better."
Hirotteaii went without .,m an-^wiT for rillorault. He had

come to iind comfort and ciicr,ura'jemcut. he had received a
second blow: a blow le.<s heavy than the first one, it is true:
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• :i w!iciv;i> th,. fir^t had I>..,.|i ,](.;, It iit \u> Ilea.!, tliis tlinist
i pinr to his heart, and the ]u„,v man's litV hiv in ids af-
:i"n-. lie hid ^^imo down part of the uav. and then he

'-'. !i. d and went up a.LMin.

'>:r. he said, in a (on>tnnncd voico. "Constaiifc knows
;!-liiii,i: of this, krep the secret for me at least : and he;: tho
i:.i-'ons not to di.iurh tin- peace that 1 need if I am to fidit

Hiisl nu>fortune."

I'llleianli made a siirn of assent.
-T^ik'' ronra-e. (V>ar." li.> said -'I .<ee that von are an^ry
'i i"c. hnt .-onie day yon will aekn.iwled^e that I am

r:jlit. when _\o',i thiid< of your wife and dauirhter."
Mi-conra-vd hy this opinion given by his nnelo. whose

• ir-head-d .-> he acknowledi,^ed. (e>ar sn.ldmlv dropped
' .'n the hei-iits of hope into the miry slonirh of nneertainty.
^^'"! ;i iiian"s affairs take an u.-ly tnrn like this, he is apt
'" '"'"liie tlie playthin,:.' <d' eireum-^tanees. unless ho is of
!'^'"'-anlt"s temper; h.. f,,lIows other people's id.Ms. or his
/> iiiiich as a wayfarer pursues a will-o'-th.'-wi~p. Ho

'U-. hims(df to he swept away l)y the whirlwind when he
^ "^li'l fither lie ]>ro>trate with his eyes shut, and let it pass
""! him. or rise and wateh the direction that it takes, to
'- -ilH. the Idast. In the midst of his an-uish. Hirotteau
l":!i'Mi-lit himself of the necessary steps to l)e taken with re-
.t:.ird to his loan. He went to sec Derville. a eonsnltinp bar-
n~t. r in the h'lie Vivienne. so as to set about it the sooner.
'f i'erville should see any chance of eaneellinir the eontniet.'
I inn he found sittin.cr. wrapped in his white flannel dressin^-
-'•^vn. hv the fireside, staid an.l self-possessed, as is the wont
[ nien of law. accustomed a they are to the most harrowing
''closures, liirofteau fVlt. as a new thing in his evperienco"
•lis neeessary coolness: it was like ice to an excited man
;> I'.irotteau. telling tlie story of his misfortunes. smartin<'
'''1 the wounds that he had received, stricken with the
'XT induced by the risks his fortunes were runTiinir. and

.
riiellv beset, since honor and life and wife and child wer(3

•'- miperiled.

13
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"ir il i,- pruNcd," s;iiil 1 >cr\ illc. uhcii lii' iiini licir.! iiim dut,

"lliiU llic Icmlrr 11(1 l(iiij,'iT hail in lin,L:iiiii'.- ki'i'|iiiiL:' tln' ^ulll

of iiiiiiicv uliicli li();^-uiii iiidiiii'd \nii In li.siri.w (il iiiiii, as

tlicrc lia> lii'cii iKi li-an.-tVi' of llic actual hkiih'V. ihc con-

tract ini^lit lie annulled, and the Iciidi'T will have his ivin-

('( Iv (as \<>ii alMi will have I'or \(pur hundred tl: OlISiUKi

Irano) in Kii::uin"s caul i<in-niiine\ . In that case, I will

answer i'oy umr lausuii. so l'ai- a- it i.- jio~sihle to answer
for anv actif.n at law for no action is a forc^'onc conclu-

sion.""

The "iiinion <t\' so le.-viied ;;n expert |iut a little heart into

Rirotteau. lie heiju'ed Derville In nhtain a jududicnl within

a forttiiuh.t. 'I'hc advocate answered to the efrec! that Ri-

rotteau miiilit he ohliucd to wait three months hefore the con-

tract would he annulled.

Tl ir('(> inontli> cried Birotteau. who tlmuLdit that Ir

had found an expedient for rai>iim' nioncv at once.

"Well, if vou _vour>elf >ucceed in Liainini;- a prompt hoar-

inj: for your ca>e, we caniint hurry your nppiiiiiiit to .-uit vour
pace ; he will lake advantage of t!ie ilelavs of prnceilure : advo-

oatos are not always at the Palais: who knows hut that the

othfT party will let jiidLMiient iro aL^•lin>I him hy default y

^'ou catTt set your own pace, my dearAnd he will appeal.

aid I (erville. ^niilim:.sir

;

lunal o| ( ninmerce'Rut at the Tri

Oh I"" -aid the ad\oeate. "mIk Con-ular Trihunal i* one

l-'ir.-t I n-tatice IS aiini her. ^'ou do

Now. at the I'alai.s de

nliunal

11 nu' wa\ over vonilei

thin<,^ and the 'i'

thing's in a slasi

.'iwtice there are formalities to he i^due ihroiiLih. These I'or-

nialities are tl. hiilwarks of .ln>lic(>. How would voii like it if

a lii'inaiKl for forty thoii-and franc- was -uddeiiK fiivil of!" at

you? Well, your opponent, who \.ill see that amount coiii-

promi-c'd, will disjiute it. I)ilavs ^ire the r/if'r(iii.r-il:'-frisr of

the law."'

"You are riLdil,"" said l'.ir.>i teau. an<l he took leave of Der-

ville with a di'adly ciiilj at ii;~ liearl. "Thex- an' all riLrht.

Mouiy ! Money I"" cried ilie perfumer, out in the strei't, talkinir
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' 'iiiiisi If. ;i- i,- till, wont of liiisy men in tliis turhulnit scctli-
• _ l';n'i>. wliiili a HKHlcrn pmi calls "a vat."

\.~ he caiiM' iiiiu hi.- .-Iidp. Mtic of the as>i-faiits, wiin liarl

'''M out ilcl:\(.riii- iDVdico to tlic imi>!oiiiciv. told liirii that
: !l New ^^•al• was at liaml. cvcrv oiir had torn otT the rc-

I'l-foriii at tile foot and kept tiic iiivoi(t\..;.

I hen ihi'i-o is IK) inoiicv anywhere I"" l>irofte;iu exelaiiiieil

' wd in till- >lioji. .Ml the a-^H.-iaiii^ ooked up at this, and he
'

: ids lip>.

In till- way live days went l.y: and durin.Lr those five davs
n-.i-elion. Loiirdois. 'I'horien. (irindot, Chairaroiix. and all
''• ereiliior- wliM-,. hills remained unpaid. pa,->ed throiiLrh
'" eliameJeonV intermediate transitions of tone, from the
- *'!' hue- of eo!ifi,||.nee to the wrathful red of the eom-
n • ii ial l')i llona. In T'aris. in such crises, suspieion is; as quick
' ' '''•^K'h the painc sta^^' as confidence is slow to show e.\j)an-

- '.c -vniiitojii.-: and when a creditor once adojjts the restrin-
L' I'! -v-tein of douhts and precautions in luisiness relations, ho
.- .ini to d(-cend to underhand villainies that put him Ixdow
hi- dehier's level. From crin.i:in,ir civility, the creditors pas.sed
-!,rce--ively throiiidi the inflammatory phase, the red of ini-

I'i'ieiice. the lurid coru-cations of importunity, to outhursts
'•'- 'li>a]ipointment. and from the cold-hluc sta,i:i' of makinir
nn iheii- minds to the hhick insolence of threat<>nin,i: to serve
•i \\ rit.

i>ra>^clioii. the rich furniture-dealer of the Fauhourir Saint-
.\ri;..!i.c. who had not heen included in the invitations to tln^

h:dl. -onnil.d to arm< in his (pialitv of the creditor whose ,<elf-

l"vc I, a- heen w..iiudr'd. I'aid he m(>ant to l)e, and within
I'^eiitv-fniir hinir-: he rcfpjircd .security, not deposits of fur-
"'"''• hui a -ccond mort,i:,i'j-e. the mortLrn.u-e for forty thou-
.itid franc- <m the property in the Faiihourir du Temple. Tn
"!•''• "'' tlwir fniious recriminations, these trenirv -till hft
( i-ar ncca-i,,.,a! interval- of peace, when he mi,<iht hreathe:
i«iit ni-tead ni liriiiL'-inL'- a resolute mmII to carry these outwork-
'

t in .lukuard |io-iti,,n. and so puttiniran end to th.^ni. F.irot-
T'-ii! v.a- la.xin-- all his wits to keep the state <.f tliin-s from

a'w.-v ^_ f-*i
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the knowicd^'r of lii> witV. ;in<l tln' unc person who could irivc

him counsel knew iioiliitit: oT lii:- liiiHeiillies. lie stood sen-

tinel on the tlire.-liolil of his shop. He confideil his inoinen-

tiU'v ineon\enienee to ('i''le>(in. ulio wiitched his eniplover

with (iwioiis aini n-loni-hed eyes; iilreiidy ('(Var had 'alien

somewhat in hi- e-ieeni, as men aeeustomed to pro-neritv are

apt to dwindle wlien evil days di-cover tha* all their power
consists in i he inerea.ed facility of dealinir with matters of

c'very-d,i e\perieiice. acipiired hy an ordinary intelli,L:ence.

I'ut if ('e<ar lacked the mental cncrLry I'ecpiired for defend-

in,Lr hiniM'lf when attacked at so many point- at oneo, ho had
sullieient ei)ni'aLfe to face his po-iii(]n. i'.efori' the loth nf

daniiary he rei|iiirci| the nm of -i\f\ tlioii-and francs, and

thirty thousand id' the.-e were dne on ijie ;>1>t of DeecMnher.

Tart of this sum was owin;: for the iiou-e. part for rent and
accounts to he paid in ready money, part of it in liills to he

tnet ; with all his elfort- he could only collect tweinv thousand

francs, so that there was a di'licit of ten thousaml. to he made
up hy the end of thi- month. Xothiin: seemed hope- -- to him.

for he had ali'cady ceased to look heyond the jiresent moment,
and. like an adveiinirer, had heirnn to live from dav to dav.

.\t lenL'th he resolved to make what for him wa^ a hold stroke.

Before it was known that he was in dilUcullies. he would apply

to Francois Keller, hanker, orator, and ])hilanlhropi-t, widely

known for his heneflcence. and for his desire to -tand w<'ll

witli the mercantile world of Paris, alwavs with a view to

represent iuL' their in1ere-ts one day as a dcputv in the Tham-
her. In politics the hanker was a T.iheral. ami f'esar was a

Iiovali-t: Imt the perfumer decided that the capitalist was a

man after liis own heart, and that a ilifTerence of opiiijoti i'l

politics was hut one rea-on the more for openinij an account.

If jtapc siiould he necessary, he did not ilouht Popinot's d''-

vniion. and r-ou,ited upon ohtainitiLT fr()m him some thirty hill-

of a thousand francs eai-h : with these he niiLrht ludd out ui"i|

ho L'^ained hi- lawsuit. tli(^ foi'tv thonsand francs involved in

it hein^- olfercd a- securitv to the mo<t urL'ent creditors.

The effusive snnl. who was wont to confide to the pillow of
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i - tk'.'ir Coiistiiiic.' the Icii>t emotions of his cxistciic". wlio
'

!

u iii< coiiriiiri' frotii her. ,iii(i was uont to peck of Ikt the
I -iit thr.iWM hy CMnlnKJictinii ,,n all topics, was cut olf from
.:!! ' \cli:i!:;,. ,,f j.],.;,^ with hi.- first a->i>tMiit. iii.- uiiclc. and
' •

''''• '''''i '"tii.il i!;;;i the wri-hi of ]u- carcs Was Ihcrchv
'^I'ihlni. ^ n ihi> .-.it'. -acrificiiii: martyr I'lvfcrrcd siilTcriii'^
:. -'lie to tile alien,;, ti\,. ,,f ca.-tin.Lr his wife's hmiI into the (ierv
I ii-naee

:
lie wuiiM te!I l:er ah.ait tlie dan-er when it was past.

I' !'!iap-. loo. lie -hran.k from tellin.i: lier the hi.leoii^ >.crei :

ne -tood in some iVar of lii- wilV. aru] tins fear lent him
"•iiiML'-e. lie went every mernin.tr to low ma>s at Saint-Rocli,
:'': inld his trouhle- to i'oul.

If I do not meet a soldier on my way hack from Saint-
ly" li. i will take it as a h'lhi that my prayer i< heard. Tt shall
!'• 'iodV answer to me," he said to himself, after he had
;rived for deliverance.

\rid. for \u> hajipiness, he did not meet a soldier. Yet.

I'

• |-thele». hi> heart was nver-fiill. and he needed another
!
':Mian heart to whom he could make moan, fesariin'. to
'"'111 !i'' 1i;hI already told the fatal new^. learned the whole

truth, and stolen irlances were evchanired hetween them.
L' ::iee^ frauLdit with despair or repressed hope, pas-ionate
'\'"-alinii.-:. aiiMeal-. and symiiathetie responses, atiswerin:,'
L'I'.ims of iniellJLienee het Ween soul and -onl. For his wif..
''-••1^ !'-' "II Id'-di -pirit< and minh. If (^)nstance a-^ked
'' Miiesiion- -"I'diaw. everMhiiiLT was all riudit. l'opinr)t"
"" whom Cesar -ave not a thoULiht) "was doimr well! The
" i^^^as sellim,'! Tlaparon's hills wonld he met: there was
n 'iliini: to fear." The hollow merriment was -hastlv. Wh n

- 'ife lav -leepiniramid the sjdeiidors. Ilirofteau would rise.
•'! f.ill to thinkiiii: over his misfortune-, and more than onee

' "-.iritw 'ame in. in her niLrht-.diift. harefooted. with a .shawl
'

' 'il her white shouhlers.

^

"i'.iia. you ;,re crvimj-: T can hear you."' she wonld say. and
-'i- w.iiild erv !ier<elf as -he spoke.

\\hi"^ f'.'^ar had written to ask the -reat Fr.-ineois Keller
f'l make an appointment with him. he fell into such a --tate of

l
i.

t
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torpor thai (V'.-aiiiic pcr-uinitMl iimi i<. walk uul with her. I

tlio f-treuts of l'an.< I 10 .-aw iiolhin^j luii

the word.s (.Kl'ii.vLic On, lu .siann-- k'llti

ui^f led jilaeard UIK

fMivwlit-re iiiuL

eve;

Wiiile til Ion ol' tilt' (Jiu, n t,f /,lUf^iS was lull- waning in

was (lau iuM's radiantdit^a.-iroii,-. >:lii(iiii. ihc lim, ,,|' .\. I'ujimoi

With till- .-uiin-f .-plcndnr.- of mkxv.--. An.-clniu had tak
eouiii-il of (iaudi.v.sui and Kiiio

holdlv. iliinn- the pa.-t tlinv da.\ ^ Iv.o tii.,ii-.aiid plarar.

I'n

Ills oil

had hern post-d in the most
!•:

(•onspuiinu> sanations in Paris.
\ery one ii' the .-itvets was cuiifiniUMi Wi(h tlir Crplialic

\\ i.iiiark- fr.. Ill l'"inot".s
Oil, and willv-iiilly nm-i ivad the jmiI

pen as to ihc iiiip.i.>sihilii \ of >t niiiil.u ii!_ ih • -rouih of tlie

hair, and \\\v pcril.^ altcnnaiil on dvriii- n. t(>L:vlinT with an
e.xtract from a papiT ivad hcfor.' lli,> .\i adrinic dcs Sciences |,v

\'iiU(|\iclin. It was as ^Mod as a ecrtillcate of existence for
• lead hair, thus held oui to tho-c who siiould ii>,. the (Vph
Oil

maker in I'ai

lie sliop-door ot cMTv perl inn

pnahc
er. Iiair-(iiv-.scr. anri wIl'-

is wiVQ made <,dorioiis with LMldc<l fran les. con-
iiniii-^a^ iMsiutiful dc-i<:n. [.rintcil on vcllniii paper, with ii

Jiictiire of Ilrra dial L,under at the
reduced fac>iiiiile of il

top, and hcnealh it ran the motto. 77/r

ti(iuitij prcsi'i-rn/ Ihrir hnir hii t/i

'Ui'ii iif priijilcH iif an-

'ir use of Ckimiai.ic O.i..

"lie has thou-ht of permanent frames: lie has fonnd an
advert i.seiiient that will last for ever !" said Birotteaii to hini-
.=elf, as he .vtood starin- in dull amazement at the shop-front
of the Silrrr Bell.

"Then voii did not see a frame on your own door?" asked
his daughter, "^r. .Anselme hroiiirht it himself, and left three
liundred hotlles of the oil with Celestin."'

"Xo. I lid not see it." he answered.
' \n(l Celestin lias already sold fifty to chance comers, and

si.xty to our own cnstoniers."

"Oh!" .said Cesar.

'Hie sound of niyria<1 hells t' ,d misery sets rinffin.ff in the
ears of !„.,• victims hid made the perfiimer dizzv : his head
seemed to .spin round and round in those dav.s. i'opinot had
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...ilrd ;i uliole hour to >\H;ik with im,, ,„, the dav hcforc, and
id -one auay alter chattin;,' with ( •oiistaiia' aiid (

'.sa'riiif;
vsuiii,.,! told liiiu tliat Cr-.sa- wa:^ very hu.-v omt
nic

111.- 'Tial

"h vcs, tlie buildiiifr-hiiid :'" Popinot had said.
I>u(kily, I'opiiiot liad not K-l't the Hue dc,^ Ciiui-Diainants

; •'
.1 month ; he had worked (hiy and ni;,dit at lii.- hu.-iiic.>^, and

i
!
M.'n ncitiifr Ha-..n, nor {'iUcranlt. nor Ins uncle. 'I'ho

' '"•' "'"•'' "t'vcr in l»ed heiore two o'clock in the morning;
•• had ojily two a^sl.-tant^, and at the rate at which things

IV goinir he woiihl soon have work enough for four. Op-
; Mimiiy is everything in business; success is a hor.-e wliieh,

I lauglit by th( mane and ridilen by a bold rider, will carrv
nil on to fortune. Popinot tohl liiniself that he slioiiid ro-

- \.' a welcome wlien. at the end of six months, he eouhl
irv tile news to his aunt and iinch—"l am .-aved ; my for-

' .;< is made!"— a welcome, too, from Birotteau wlien. at the
'! of the first half year, he should bring Iiim his share of the

'"'''^—thirty or forty thousand francs! He had not heard
•i l.'oguin's (ii.«apj)caranee. nor of Ce.^ar's consecjueiit disa.sters

• i dilliculties: so that lie could not let fall any indiscreet ro-
':iik>in AFadanie Hirotteau's j)resenee.

I'opinot had promised f-'inot five hundred francs for each
"f ihe loading new.*papers (ten in all), and three hundred
'iiies for eaeh second-rate paper (and of the.-^e. too. there
'!'' ten), if the Cephalic Oil was mentioned throe time* a
• -nth in each. Of those eight thousand francs. Finot Ix'luld
li v,. th(msand as his own. his first stak(> to lav on the vast
L'n ,11 table of .<pecn!ation. .So he had sprung like a lion nnon
•'in friends and ac(|iiaintances ; he haunted newspaper o
writ-rs of newspaper ailicles awoke from slumber to fim
-:'!ing by their jtillows: .-md the evening found him pacimr'' lobbies of all the theatres. 'K'cniember mv oil. m, dear
"<>w: it is nothing to me: a matter of good fellowship, you

(;-udissart. a jolly dog." With this formula, his'h,;-
- always began and ended. He tilled W]) spaces at the

f-Mt of the last columns in the papers, and left the inonov to

' im

^'IM'J!!

^
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lusr-: A\r> rAr.i. or ri'SAit niitoTXEAT'

tllDM' Il|i(ill I he -l.lir. He \\;IS ils lilimip-; a- anv SII[iiT wlin

is niiiiiln! (ii I iMii-l'nnn liiiii-clf iiil.i jiii m tnr. jiin! ns active

as iin crriiml Imy mi -i\tv fnitics n niniiilr. Ii(> wrote insiniiat

in;: leticr.-, lie u.,rK,,| mi i!|.. v.-ruiv ,,1" al! an.l -iiielrv. he di.l

'lirty \Mirk i'ur eihidi-. (.. ihc riiil that hi- pafauiMpiis miL'Iit

h(! iii>ei-|eil in ihrir [lajirr,^. HJ, eiil hii-ia-t le eta f/v left ii'.

means iiiitri''ii- ii ey. .lintiei-. platii ml"-. \\\ means of

tickets for the |ilav he Kirrnptrd the w.rn who fiiii-h elf the

ciiliimns in«ai-(U mi'liiiL'hl with slmri parairraiih^ of small
news item-; aliva'lv .-et lip; haiej-iii'/ ah'Mit the pfititin^r-olTirc

for that piirjio^e, as if he ha<l [iroofs to revise.

So hy (lint of makin^'- e\ery on.' )ii- friend, Finot ppcurod
the triumph of the Cei.halie (til ..wr the /','ilr ,lr Uri/ninilf.

and the Mi.r/i/rr Hr^'sili.nnr, owr all th.- inventions, in fact,

whoso promoters had the wit to comt>reliend t!ie itiniience of

journalism and the ejTect iirodm-Ml ii;.-,ii th piihlie mind hy
the pi-ton ^Ir.ike of ihi. iviterated paraL'r.-;ph. In that aire (if

innocence. joiiriiali>ts, like draiiLdit-oxen. were unaware of
tlieir stren::th: their hea(ls ran on aetre--e<— Afe^denioisollos

Florine. Tiillia. Mariett(— they htrdeil it over all creation,

and made no practical ii>e of their powers. Tn Andorhe'a
propo-itioiH there wa-; no aetre-- to he applauded, no drama
to he put upon the staire; he did not a-k them to niak(> a stic

ross of his vaudeville-, nor to par hini for hi- iiaraL'raphs : on
tho contrary, he ofTereil money in season and ojiportuno break-
fasts: .so there was 7iot a newspaper that did not mention the

Cephalic ()]]. atid how thai it was in accordance with Vaurpie-
lin"s invesriL'ati(Mis : not a journal th.it did not scoff at th-^

snporstition that the hair could be induced to prow, and pro-

claim the daneer of d\-einir it.

'I'liese para<rra]ihs rejoiced (hiudissart's heart. Tie laid in

a snnplv of paper^^ wherewith to demolish prejudice in the

yirovince-. and aceonipli-hed the manonivre known amon:'
speculators ^ince his time a^ "takitiL' the nuhlic bv storm."
Tn those dav^ newspaper-; from Paris exercised a irreat influ-

ence in the departments, the haple--; (^ountrv districts bein?
still "without MV'au'i." '{'he Paris newspaper, therefore, was
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! ikfu uf) lis II >.Tiuiis ,-liii!\, .-iii'l n :i,| il I foil;: h fruMi tlu' hciid-
tn the print. •!•> riiiinr cii tlic l.i-t liiu' .if the lust

u h.Tc the ir.iiiv

hirk.

piT-iiiltrd (

P'lge,

il'iniuii iiii^'lii h.' stipp.is,.,] to

'iU'lNsiirt. fliiN Mippnrl-.l l.v thr pp. -.-. Ii,.„! „ hrillinnt
I null till' vcrv tirst in .n.tv t KWii wIkt. Ins t,

•Acrv p?'.i\ incial s|ir,i,k

FllO-

iIlU'lI.' Il.l.l

.'p.T was aiixi'iiis fur a fn
.pi.- ..f ffin> nihl l.nni.lrr. V\\\,A d.-vis..! that cli

,!"K'' aL'aiM"

(h

inio

irm-
!i 'livu- sii.'li laiiLflil'T a!

iiriainhnl.-. wli..n |'i,.rr.,t t.ik, , „p ;,,) ..1.1 li,.t|.,.-l.riisli.

md riilis it with ^^;uMssa^

M i.:i--ai' (I II. Ulll.

\'-il.lv \\>n-u (l..',vii t.. the Ih.I, ~

:r,,ii

111.1 lo the -tniiip l,.M-,.iiM'- a niMp, a pi.'.-., of ironv whi.l
.'ht .l.iwn the l:..u-.'. In lat.T.lax s Fin.,t won' .1 LMIIV

II.' ii'.w that hut f.ir th..'.' llir,.,. tliMnsan.l fran-s hr niiis't

.' .li.'.l of wan! ari.l niis.Tv. F..r hini tlir.'f th..i!-an.l f

f.irtimc. In this (.

rancs

•rtisintr, whidi he wa- t.) wi.-hl

itnpaiL'ii hf (li-^fov.Tcd th.' pow.T of

I" Ins .iwri pr.ifit. T
so Wisi.lv J, 11(1 s,.> tnii.'li

ii'.r (

ir.-.' innnths later this pii.ric.r was tl

if a s,|,,.,i| p.'iprr. of which aft.T a titn.- ho h.^carnc t

irii't.ir. and -.. laid th<' f'.undatinn ..f his f,

10

!~ th.' Illiistriiiiis Caii'lis^arf

ortuiic. V
rf. that Miiraf a

trawdors. "took the piihli.' hy st.irni."" an.l <_:ain-.l 1

V.'ll

ni.inu' C'oniniorcial

inlliant
toriosal. mirth.' fr..iiti. ivaiid in ih,' pp,vinc..s forth.' ho

'ftinot. so di.l th.' fan-.' ira

II.SO

in «'foun.l in piihlir opinion
iris, thanks t.> th.' d.'sp,. rat.' assault u[H.n tl

l|''h LMvo it th.' pr.inipt pnhlic'tv lik.'wiso socinv.l 'l

\1 rl,:rf fln'sil ii'iinr aiul f!i,. /',',;,. ,/,.
/,

10 nowspiipors.

)V th.'

H'fllirji/'

wor(> made hv this i

Thro.' f'or-

n.'a

thousands of ainhiti.uis trad.'s

lis. ;i„,l til, 'I, h.'^-an the d.'socnt

ni.'ii \vho liavo sine,, aone
'V'l hv hattalions into tho arena of journalism, and

a. Iv. 'rtisintr into 1

thore
i.'inir. A nii'.dit

nirht.

V r.'v.diition wa«

\* that inoincnt tho w.)rds "popinnt X- (

iimtinL' .in ovcrv wall ami -1 i.ip door ; a!

Uii'a^iirc the eiiorni.iiis area ov.t whi.-h th"s
'ts wi'r.' ilisplnv.'.l. eont.'iit.'.I hii'w.'lf

oinpanv wore

T-iirott.'aii. iinahlo

-inne. "I-itth' P.inin..t is foil.

e annonnoo-
with saviii'T to

'witiLT in my foot-t.'ps." will
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oiil < oiiijinlH mlin;,' ihc- .liiIVii ik ! ..f ih,- inrn'-. without apprc-
tiiitiiiii (i| ilic iitu iiii'liiuiL> iiiid iiiiipjiiscil inc. 111.- ol' cuiiiiimiii-

••I'lK.ii uhicli >|iniiil inlfili^icncr iiiiicii iiiuic lajutliy than
hcrclofurc.

I'.irolti'iiii Ii;if| not -ft I'unt III Ills I'lictorv .-iiuc the hall; li-

ilid Iinl klii.w h.iu hll-v .lllil ('ltcTi,'.'lii' l'i)[i|liu! hill) Ihm'II

All-clllH' h;iij -I't illl l)ll'nttc:lll"- ii|Mni||\r-. <>|| \\\r Work. illMl

''•I'l "I ihc |ihi(i'. Ill- -iiw ('('siiriiic .-iiiiii;,' Illl rxcrv ii.ickiiii:

cii-c jiihl n( hiiiii;,' "II v\,-v\ packii;.'!': her t'licc lookr.j at hiiii

finiii cnch new iiu.Hcc. "Shf will he my wife!" hr -aid to

liiiii-cll'. a- with . (,,ii \\:r,,\\ u ..ll', and -lnrt-.-lc.\r- rnll.-d alinv
the cjiiows. lie haiiiiiii'i'i'd in the nail- with all hi- im-ht, whiii-

his as-i-laiits wiTc sent out oil lui-iiii's-.

Thr iic\t dav. at'lrr >[iciiilinL' liic wli.ii.' iii'.ihi in imndcriniT

what to say and wliat not to -ay to tli^ -ival hanker, ('('sar

readied tlic liiic (111 IIoii--ayi'. and ciitind. with a licart that

heat painriilly fa-t. tin- inan-ion <d' the Liheral financier, the

adherent oi' a jiolitieal patty accu-ed. and not unjiistlv. of

desirii'i: the downfall of the Moiirlion-. To I'.irotteaii. a- to

most >iiiail iiiei-eliants in I'aris. the manners and eusto.iis and
tlie [Krsoiiality of those who move in hij:li financial circles

Were ipiite unknown: for the smaller traders usually deal

with les-er houses, whieli form a sort of intermediate term, a

hiirhly sati-faetory arraiiLretiient f<u- the L'lvat capital. ,.s. who
find in thent one iruarantee the more.

Con-taiKe and Piirotteaii. who had never overdrawn th"ir

halaiice. who Iiad never known what it was to ha\e no nionev

in the safe, and no hills in the portfolio, had not had recourse
to these hanks of the second order: and. for the hest of na-
s'liis. were entirely unknown in the hiirher financial worhl.

I'er!ia|)s it js a nii-takeii policy seduhuisly to ahstain from
hniTowinir even thnuLrh you may not require the nione\*: opin-

ions ditfer on tld- head: Imt lie that as it mav, Birotteau

at ihat moment deejily reirretled that he had never put his

pii'-narure to a jueco of paper. Vet. as he was known as a

ileputv-mayor and a shrewd man of l)iisine--. he iinasrincd

that, he would onlv have to mention his name, and he .shoulH
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"' '!" ""'I^'''-"' "'!": Ii'-.lnl nut kn..u !l,.,t ,„,„ \Ukv>\ to
• K- 11-1- an.hrn.rs a,- to tlir ,ni,ri ' a kiii^'. In il,.. anf-
'•""'"•' "' •'" -i'i"l> n, ,„,„,, I In ||„. n,.ir, u:ri. .„ many
''"'" '••A-'ivain.-.. Iliiuu,,,,. |„„n.l hini-.lf ,,,. - a <tow(|
'

n,|M.-,..| ..f .Irpui,,.-. «rit,.,«. juurnah^t^. -i.Mkhrnkrrs ^'r.'at
"'> rvhaiit... mm of l„iMn..». .noinc,,-. aiM. al»,v,. ;,ll „f fa-
'nliar>. wl.,. ma.l. ihrir ^^,y ||„„„.|, ,|„. .,„„j,, ,.,-

,,,i.„rs
hhI knn, k..,l ,n „ parti, ular mann-r ,,t tlu- dour of iIk- sludv
"ii.'tv ihi'.v lia<l th.. priMlrn,. of riiirv.

"What am I in tlic mi.ldl.. of tin- macliinrrv l'" Rimttoaii
;-l"l liiniMif. ,,uit.. iM.wil.l.n .1 l.v th,. >tir an.rhu-tl.. in this
!
turv. vvIktc so murh hrain-p..u,.r wa> at work furnishmi?

'I illy bread for tlir ,anip of thr Opposition ; this th.Mlr.. wh,.n>
r.!,rarsals<,f th.. .rran.l tra-i-coin,..lv phiv..d hv the I... ft uvro
^^ '111 fo taki. f)la(-(..

"n on.. Iian.l he h.'ard a diM.n>sion r.-lativ.. to a loan that
•

i- l...inir n..p.tiai<.<l to comi.h.to th.. ...n-tni. rion of tho' n.ipa! Iin..s of ,,n,;,| r.'fonM.i..n.lc.l hv th.. I>,.partm..nt of
i'':nls an.l Hri.l-:,.>

: a .pi.-iion ..f millinns: On t!i.. other
•urnahsts. th.. hank.r-' ja.kals. urr.. talkini: of v...t..r.h.v^

- Mill.' an.l ..f tli,.ir patron's ,:rfrmp,.rr speech. Hnrin.' tho•" li'-urs whil.. h.. wait.wl. he .aw th.. hank.T-poIitieian tliriee
i'<i-'<' from his eahin.'!. aeeompanvin-.' s.mi.' visitor of im-
•' •''!i<-.. tor a feu pa<..s ihr..,;:.), ih> ant.-.-ham!..- K..Iler
'*•'' as tar as th.. .]o,,r with the hi-t— (Jeneral Vny

-l! 1.^ nil ov..r with m..!- Hirottean sai.l to hims,.if. and
. I rthinL' eliitflied at Iiis heart.

A< the preat l.ank.T r..tiirm..! to his ..ahinet. th.. whole troop
' ""irtiers. frmnds. an.l fo||ow..rs en.w.h.d nft.'r him like

anin.. raee ah..nt som.' attraetiv.. fenial.- of the speries•'' nr TWO hohler ..nrs slipped in spi,„ ..f him into the andi-
•" ' fhami)er. Th.. eonf.T..ii.-..s lasted f.-r five minutes ten
' niit..s. a .piart.'r ..f an Imnr. Som.. w.-nt awav vi^iMv .-h.-p-
' '-n: some with a satisfi,..] j.mk : s.m.e assumed important:

'-. Time w.>nt l.v. an.l Bir,.tl..aii l..ok..,| anxiouslv at the
•; 'k N., .,ne paid the .sliLdii.'st att..nfion t.. tli.. man with a
- nt care, sij^hin^ restks.ly in th.. gild.-.l chair bv the
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![.nv

nr-

licanh, ;i' liic viTv (l()(ir (if the clu-ct ihat (•i.iitaiiicij that

jtiin.irca t'lir all trdiililr.— crnlit.

niilrfiillv ('i',~ar thniiLilii linw that hr tdo in his nwii lioiiso,

anil for a lill K- n iiilc, had hccii a kiiiu', a,- llii- man was. niorn-

in,^,' afti r nKirniiiLr: ami iir fallinm"'! llic (!('|il!i~ nf t!ic ahvss

into wliirji hi' wa- fallini:. l|f hail hitUT fhoimiusl How
many un-linl li'af> wm' ei'oudiMl i:i;n timsi' two lioiif:

inan\- ]iiiiii(iii> he jnil up that tin- man miLili! incline a fa\

aliji' lar; f'^r hi'inath tlif hii-k of popnlarity-scekini,' irooil-

natiiri'. r.irolti'aii iii>l im tivi'ly felt that tin H' lurki-d in Ki'lhr

an iiiMiImt. tyrannous, and violent temper. -,< hrttal eravinfr

to domineei-. whii h alarmed his meek nature. At len.iTth,

when liiit ten or a do/eii jxMipje wei-e left. Birotteaii dctor-

Tiiined to viart up when the miier ilooi- of the ai'dienee ehani-

]i:-r er^aked .m it< hiivie^. and to put liim-elf on a level with

il;e LTcat piililie ^peakeI• with the remark, "l am Biro'-teau
!"

'^i'he lir>t 'j-renadier who llunu' lem-elf into the redoubt at

lioi'iidino did Hot display more eonrai:e than the pt'rfumer

when he in:;de up hi- mind (o earry out thi~ manoMivre.

'"After all.'" said he to liiiiiself, "I am his deputy-mayor,"

and he ro>e to islvr his name,

Franeois Keller's eoimteiianei^ took on an amiahle ,.\pre--

sion ; clearly lie meant to he eivil : he irlaiieed at Tiirottean's

red rdihoii. turned, opened the door of his eahinet. and indi-

cated tlie way: hnt stayed hehind himstdf for a while to speak

with two newconiers who spranir up the staircase with tem-

pestuous speed.

"Decazes would like to speak with you." said on(' of these

two.

"It is a ipiestion of makitiL' ati end of the I'avillon ^[arsa!l

'

The Kin<r sees clearly. lie is eotnintr over to us!" cried the

other.

'\Ve will nil L'o to the Chamhers." returned the hank<T.

and he entered his cahin(>t with the air of the froi: that would

fain lie an ox,

'I low can he think of his owni at!airs?'' tliought Ce.sar.

overwhelmed.



MSK AMI IWM. OK CKSAK HI 1J( ll TKAr

lit' r.-Hli.iricc iif ilic -111

L'O.I

>r -upcriority dnz/li'd the per-
nicr. ii> ihr iiulit hliiiils ilin-,. iii>ri Is wiiich call (.niv exist
!ii'' >liniii' i.f ill th,. i|ii-k ,,f ,1 Miiiiiiicr u\-j:1\[.

Ilirottciii .-aw a cuj.v <>{' ih,. i'-.l-,! Ivi-io- ,,ii a vaM labk'
rni'iiLT piles i)f painplil.'is a^' i

i. 'ipi'ii. iii-playi!!;i- niarkt i [.'i-

Mmi-icr. \v

r tile Mniiifnir. which
|>;i ' utlir;inccs of a

iicli Were -liortl li'irii'ii ,-t III- iii.a, lie wa5
'" i"' 'I"'"''' '" '!' lii- word- ai:,j III,. |,|;iU(lit- nf a emu,! of
•!inirf.-. iiicapaMc of coniprvlwndino t!,at ovcitts niodifv cvcrv-
liiiiiL'. Oil anotliri- laiiN -tood a coilcctioii of hoxcs full of
!' ':'•!>. :i iiciip of iiiciiiorial.- and [irojcci-. fli,. thousand and
"'"' '''li"rl> fonfidcd to a man in who-c cxchcfiner ovcrv
!i.!-((tit industry endeavor- to dip.

'I'lie rcpil s])leiiilur ,>( ihc catjinct, filled with jiiet

-'aiiie- and work- of an : the litii"' on the el

pictures and
iinilley-pleee

!i'!-unnilatioiis of doeiinieiits relatiiiir to husinc
I'oiiM and al)road. h.^aped up like hales of L'ood

I'litiL^- inipres,-ed P.irotti'au ; iie dwindled in hi^

i\ou.-iic>s iIu•rea^<d. the Mood ran cold in his >-oin?.

tl 10

concerns at

-.—all these

own eves, his

"n Francois K eller s (|e-|. tiere lav sonii- hum
leiie-'^ ,)f e\ehaii<j-e. and eii-eular-lett(

in;iM addressed himself: ami as he swil

.f hills,

rs. To the-e the irreat

pur his sijrnaturc
!o !liM>e that re(|uired no examination,. "To what do T owe tl le

iiMf of your vi>!t. sir!-" a>ked iie.

Ai the.-e words addressed to him alone, hv the voi(>e that
-;'eK( to al -nrope. while the restless hand never ceased to

iron

as-

ira\eise the paper, the poor perfumer felt as if a re(I-hot
''•id heen thrust throuiih his vital.'^. His face forthwith
-nnie.j tliat in.L'-ratiatini: expression with which the hanker
i:M(! Lrrown familiar diirini: ten years of evperience: the e\-

-ieii always meant that the wean^rs desired to inv<ilve the
iiM of K( r m some atlair ot trreat importance to tho
'iilil-lie horrou'ers and to no one el:

i;t- t!ie hank
e. an e\pr(>ssion w hich

le !iaitK-er< (joors iijioii llieju at once. .So Francois
'ler shot a Ldance at Cesar, a Vapoleonic I'hinee. which

'] to o-o throuirh the perfumer's head. This imitation of
poror was a sli<:ht piece of atFectation which certainih.ar F m
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]>arvcmis pcniiillcd i 'i.in^clvi>>, lliMii-'i tin- fiils^< com was
|i,'l,v-:iiiii' t-i>y.\ i.f I ii,. t r:

trctii

-r ( r-ii['. mI" tl ic ev-
il' l.i-lil in iinhtir^. ihc niimlical parli^aii of the Govern-

iiiciit, the fari.ir 111 thi' in'inarfliical clivt inn. tl

like tl

lai i,Manco wa-
H' >lainj» whicli ,-1 cu^tdiii-honsf olliccr sets on a hale of

i 'lo not until to taki' nn voiir inimitcs imilnl
be hriof. I

to k

V. sir; f will
i\r roiiic on II sinifilc iiKitti'f of private Ijiisinoss.

now if voii will opni :\ loai) account witl

jiiiliiv of the 'rriiiiinal of Coinmerce. and

I ine As an e\-

iir the Rank ..f F

a man we
fatice. yon can uiMlersiaiHl that if

^nown
' ha.i

hills to (li-coiint i ^hoiiM only have to apjilv to the Bank
wheiv ynn aiv a (JovcriH.r, I have had the honor of hein?
associated in tny function.- at th.' Trihimal with M, le Baron
Thilion. the head nf the hil]-discountin,<r department, and 1

fert.iinly would not refuse me. But as I have never tried

\('

torruw money nor aecepteil a hill. ;iiv siLmathre i< nnktol

and yon know how many ditiieiilties lie in the way of
tiatinu a loan in such a ca-i

"

nown,

nepn-

weller mo\.'d hi- head: and Birottean. constnn'n s tins as a
sitrn of impatience, eontiimed:

"The fact is. .ir. that I ha\ en^ajred in a sppnilation in
land, outside my own line of hu.-inoss "

Francois Keller. <till siLMiiii<r and readiTiir. and. to all ap-
pearance, payini: n.. attention to Cesar's remarks, turned at
this, with a ^i^rn that he was followin.i: what was said. Birot-
tenu took lieart ; his alFair was in a ]>romisintr way, he
thotiudit: he hreathed more freely,

'(iooti; i iinder-tand." said Keller ixood-hnmnredlv.
"I am the purchaser of one-half of the hiiildin£r-land near

the MadeleilKv"
""^ e-. I heanl from Xncinp'ti id' the hi^r alfair that the

tirtn of ('lapar<in is nesrotiatintr."

"Well." the perfumer went uii. "a loan of a hundred thovi-

sand francs, soeured on tny share of the h;nd. nr nn mv bnsi-
ries-;. woiiid >utlic(. to tide me over until I ean touch the profits
which must shortly accrue from a veiiliire in inv own way of
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il-lUC: If IWCX'>r I wiiuhl cover till' aiiiiiiiiit bv l)i 11.-

!uii oil a iii'W lin Hiiiiot \' ('oinpaiiv, \oiinLr House
liirll

Kfllcr si't'iiit'd 1o lic vd'v

III o

ittic int(T('>ii'il in tliis (Irscrip-

f tile firm of Popiiiot. and Hiroitcaii LMtlicrcd that he
id .-oinciiow taken a wmiiLr turn: ho ^^topjifd ; then, in dis-

:i\ at the |iau.-c. he went on again.

.\s for tlie interest, we "

^('.-. ye.-." said the hanker: "the thinir mav ho arran<fO(l.

nd do not d()nl)t niv ilesire t o meet vou in tlio matter. Oc-
iipied as 1 am. I have all the linanees of Kurojie on mv hand
!iid the (

If 1

lamlier altsorlis overy moment ot tnv time, so yov
lot !)( surprised to hear tliat I leave the investiiralion of a

va-! ;inioun t of rejrular liusine^s to mv inanairers. (io down-
stairs, aiul see my lirother .\dolpiie ; e\plain the nature of vour
liiaraiuees to him: and if he ass<'nls. return liere with liim
t. .morrow or tlie day after, at the time when I look into af-
fairs of thi> kind, at five o'clock ii' the morning,'. We shall
lie proud and ha|if)y to reeeive your confidence; vou are one

the consistent 1\ovalis aud vour e.-tecni is the more flat-

li rinjr, since that txditicallv we mav flm ourselves at enmitv.
'Sir," .said the perfumer, elated l)y this oratorical flourish.

im as dcserviiiLT of the honor vou do me as o

mark of TJoval favor

f the signal

not unmcrifivl iiv the dis-

I'iarpe of my functions at the
("'

fiL'titinir for
'"

insular Trihunal, and by

'Ves." continued the lianker. ''the reputation which vou
' rijoy IS a passport. .M. Birottean. Y oil a

ithing that is not feasihle. and vou can
leration.

re sure to proy)ose

reckon upon our co-

.\ door, which Birotteau had not noticed, was opened, and
woman entered; it was Mm(\ Ktdler. one of tlie two dau"h-

if the Conitc do i ondreville. a peer of France.
"1 iiope I shall see you. dear, hefore you <:o to the Chi
r," said she.

"It is two o'clock." exclaimed the liauk

m-

er

run. E.>-vciise me, sir,

the hattle has

-the question is one of upsetting a
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niiT'istrv lir went ;l.- far il- the i]n,>v of I he -al I in

the iicrriiiiur. aiiil liai].' a inaii m li\cr_v, "'ralvr tiuj

tloinaii to .M. Ailnlphc."'

JJirDtl.^au tiMVdX'il a laliyrinlh nt -lain-asrs on tlir way in

•I'. If— -uni|ilii'ni- than lln' caliinct of tlic head nfa jinvalc

tlic f! rin. hnt niorr !ni-ini---'i!.,i' in a|p|irara!)iM' : he wa- U

nir liv an //. thai (a-i(.-t pacin- niouiil that ho|K' can f

nisli: hi' htr..k(il hi- chin, and lhoiiL:;!l liial ll

coniplitncni- an.L'urcd cxn'licntlv ucil fur !m- phins.

rt'.<:rcltalih' thai a man ~o aniiaMi

orator. .~h<inhl he inimical to the I'.oiK-linns.

ur-

ic L'l'cal man -

It wa-

capalilc. <o LTcat an

StiU f th''-c iliu>ion>. he entered M. Adolphe Ktdler's

iiictum. a liare. cliilly-lookiiiir room iiin-v curtains liiin'i

in the wind' W-. I lie jlofir was covered with a much-woiTi car-

pet, and III- fnrnitnrc con.-iMed id' a c,Mi|ile of eviinder desk-

and one or two ollice (hair-. 'Idii- cahinei wa- to the first a-

llie kitchen to the (lininu--ronm. a^ the fadorv to ihe shop.

Ihere matters oi liiisine.-s were pineiratcd to the ( ore. Here

enterprises were analyzed, and preliminary charLrcs levied hv

the hank on all pronn-imr nnderlakin;:<. Here origin. it(Ml all

those ])ol<l strokes for which the K.'Mcr- were <o well known
in tlie liiL'^liest commercial rcLdons. wli-n !he\- v.ould <eciin'

and rapidly exploit a monopoly in a few davs. Hero. ton.

omisi^ions on tin- part of flie le-i-hilure re(-'ived careful at-

tention, and nnl ilnsliinu' ilemaiKls were tiiai le f, r "soi)s in the

i)an"" (in tlie laiiLniairc of the Slock l-'xchamre ) . ihat is to sav,

f'T money paid in con-iderat i'ai for -mall indefinahlo ser-

vices, for standimr ^.''odfalhir tn an infant r'Uli ;;Mi-e. and --i

aecreditini: it. Here were woven tho-e ti--i!e- of fraud after

a lei:al patlern. wlii(h con-i>t in i!:\r-!in:: moiie\- as a sleep-

inijf-partner in some concern in temporarv dillicnlties. with a

view to slaii,frliterin<r the alTair a< -oon a^ it succeeds; the

hroihers would lie in wait, call in tin ir capital at a critica!

moment, an ULrly maiio'inn ihai put the whole tliimr in then-

own hands, and involveil Ihe liapless active iiartner in their

toils,

The two hrothers adopted separate rules. On liiirh Ptood
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.iiiois. the iioliticiaii. tli iiiiiii of hrilliiint parts; li (' linri'

iir> iiinl |)rniiiis(If like a kiiiLT. lie di-t riKiilcd fav

liiiiix'lf ajrivcaMc in cvcrv one. Kvcrvtiiinu' \va~ casv
li \nl I .-iKikc with hill (li.l 1; ii>incss niyally : he ])f)iirc(l

I he hcai l.v wine of fair w.pfils. which iiitosicatcd iivxpcri-
•'i >iircnlali)r< and pronintrr> i.l' new h-Ikmiic-; he il'vc]-

l ihi'ir own i(]cas for thciii. I'.ut Adolphc hclow ah>olv(
'

• lii'MthiT on tlic <corc of political pivoccupation-. anl
icrly raked m llie winiiin,<:s: he wa,- the re<pon?ihle hrolhcr.
"•ic who v,;i-: liani to persuade: m, that there uciv tv. >

i'l> to cverv harLMin coik hided with that t

' ii'it seldom the irracimi.- Ves of i!

reaelieroiis lioiise,

le siinnitiioiis ea hinet
transmuted into a drv \ o in Adnl, I lie s o tliee.

manceiivre of dchiy L'ained time for reflection, and
't' ti -erved to amuse less skilful competitors.

Adulphe K, llcr was ehattinir with the famous l*a]mn. tl

-I'd inimsclnr of the liniise, who withdrew as i'.iroft

'he perfumer e\[)!aiiied his errand: and .\doIph

10

can
< -Ulic ill.

It!" iiKiiv eiinniiiLr of tlic two hrothers, Ivnx-natiired. keen-
l! niidipfied. hard-fa\nrcd. li>tened to jiim with lowered
walchin"' the applicant "Mt his -peeta cie-. eveinrf him

ii' while with what must he called tlv hank er S LMZI\ in wrhich
miethinix of the vulture, smuethinir of the attornev

I l: ..'c ;it once covetous and cold, dear and in~crutahle, soniliro

ahlaze with liL;lit.

^•Will vuii he so p)od as to send me the doenments reli

n\r I,; this ^Fadeleine affair.'" snid ho, -'since therein lies the
Lii-'irantee of the account: they must he exatiiiiU'd into lieforc
'^' hr-in to discuss the eas(> on its merits. If the afTair is

^n*l-^actorv. w- miLdit ]Missihlv. to avnid encumherinn: von, ho
e^nteiit to take part of the profits instead of discount."

'Ille said liirotteau to himself. went home a^ain.
d '<' Ills drift. Like the hunted lieaver. I must part with
"Uic nf mv skin. It is hetler to loo^e vour lleeee than to hiso

:r life

^ent upstairs in hiirh spirits, and hi.s mirth had a genu-
ine rins:.

14
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"I ;nn s.vr.l." h.. luM C'sinnr; -Krll.T will open a loan

jiccounl wiih inr."
, , „. .

Rut no, uMiil III.' --".Mil nf I),'c.!nl).T <'Oul'l Birottcau gain

a.l.nitlanr. , Mrn,„| inn. i- -Un\i>\,r Keller's ..llir,.. On the

,u.,.asi.,n uf ln> (iM rail. .\.1.-1,,1„. ua^ six lea-ius away from

I'nri- Innkin- ai ^nuu- prnpriiv which the -real orator had a

,niu.l to t.iP.. The P.eM nine l,.,,h the Kellers Were closete.l

1...M.tlier. an.l enuhl see im .,n.. that inornin.ir: it was a ques-

linn of a tM„l, r fur a loan prup^-e.! hv the Chainhers. and

thev 1 1 M. i'.irntt,.an to ntnrii nn the follow. n.ir Priday.

Tlu-e ('lelav. were hra rl hpeaki PL' lo the perfumer; hut In-

,^.v ean.. a1 la-I. an-l I'., mile:,,, .at hv tlie (ire '" the oHiee,

wnh the ,lavli-h.t falliii- fnll on hi- faee. and Adolpho Kd-

lor .inin- opposite, wa. >avin-. as he held up the notarial

d,.,.,l>. -'rii-e are all ri-lit. ^ir; hut what proportion of the

jmrcha-i- inoiuv have you pai'l .'

"A lui'idred ami forty thousand francs."

'Mn iiioiu'v'r"

'Mlave l!icv heeil met V"

"Th'v have not fallen ilne."'

"I^ut'-uppo-e that xn,i have ixivop. more for the land than

it i< aetuailv wn,ili (tnkiii- it at its present value), where i-

our -Miarantee: W^- ~hn„M liave no ...enritv hut the .sTood

npijiinn whieh vo„ in-pire am! the esteem in whi.h vou are

held Husirie>s Is n it i,a-d on -eutimenr. If vou had paid

two huudre.l th.M-an.l fran.-. -uppo^n- that vou have jl'.ven

,„o much hv a hiimlreil thousand frau<-s to L'et possession of

th.. laud, we >houId in that ea~e have at any rate a guarantee

,,r ., hun.livd thousand fraue- for tlie luin.Ire,! thonsind you

want to horrow. Tlu' ivmiIi for u- would he that we should ho

nwu.T- of the land in vour pla-v. hv pavin- vour share; lu

tl,,,t ea-e we must know if it is a -ood pieee nt luwiness. 1-or

if vv,. are to wait live veai- to douhle our eaiutal. it would be

hctier to put the nionev out lo mtereM throuLdi the hank, bo

niauv ihin- mav liaiM'eu. You want to draw an aeeomrao-

dation hill to meet vour hill- when they fall <lue? It is a
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>kv ih'nv' to hink to laki' a \c;i]> lirttlT. Til IS

n.iKit ill our way nl l)U^iiu->

For liinittcaiu it
' a- it IIh' cxi'i

shnuIdiT witli the i)^all(liIl^'-ll^Il.

utKinrr

,' l(i.-t \n^

hail tuuclu'd hi^

lu^aii

"Ij«'t u.- sec

H'-t in vol!

lid Addlplu', "iiiv hrnthcT takes ii warm in-

h ikc ot' Villi tn lllf

ill'air; iic aildfd, and lie ^danivd at the
]

•

I II- lii"k iiiln voiir

jcrfuMuT with the

•MircssKiii f a cour'" an (1 t'lir a (luartcr's rent.

iiiaii at w
rotl..au Uraim. a MnliiU'UN. and arlrd thr pari nt th<

horn lu« had lau-lu'd ><> luftdv. Krpt in play by t u

hall k.T who took a pleasure in unvMiulm tl K' skem ( f the

ir man thoufflit? nil! howeiil hiinsclf a^ lAprrt in tin

(xamininsz a men •hant as the elder tijnot wa:

art

skilled in

:in

me career

tion upfm

__^ Ce-ar told the story of his bib

he'brou-lit the Pate 'le^ Sultanes and thr Toilet
loosinir a eriminalV ton;,'U(

the peone: he pive a eomplete aeeoiin t of his

aiin'T iith Ko'niin. an<l. Unalb )f the lawsuit witli re-

gard tn that mortga.L'e

lie saw Keller's imisinj

from whieh he had reaped no benefit.

smile and ,n rk of tl le

time to time, and said to himi>rlf. •ill' h Lnvni'.

Iii'ai

an

1 from

ear to

IIo is intei 'steid; I shall ha\e my 1'nan '." and Adolphe

Ke ler war huifrhin

lauirhed at Molineiix. < arriec

niiaeity peculiar to th<iso jieojile on

<r at Birotteau. as Birotteau himse

il awav liv the impulse

If had

)f lo-

in toxicatinfr offect. t'esar

Ins iiHhelped the banker to taki

his final expedient the ('ephali(

not i)V wa V of a iruarantee

vhom misfortune has an

howed himself as he really was;

asure when he suiriie«ted

(lil and the firm of Poiii-

Led awav bv a delusive hop'\ he

dlowed .\dolphe Keller to fathom him

ijffairs. until Adolphe Keller saw in
'

imd .mine mito h IS

th( 111

Uovalist blockhead on the brink of bankrupt c\

an before him a

Then, do-

lohted at the prospi ct of this failure of the deputy-mayor

Fins arrondiss.'ment. of a man who^c ,)arty wa>| iii power

had been but lately decorated. Adolphe t

who
i>lai

nor speak on

olU irotteau

nlv that he couild neither open a loan account with him

ns lielia [f to the orator lirotlier. the K^e It Kr iin-

If 1- raneois \vt re inclined to extend an imbecile grener-
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osity t(i a |inliiii:il :iil\i i'-.ii\ . ami I" i<iiiif to thr aid nf a man

Wllo held n|iiinnll~ il ia liH I lira II \ n|i|i,,-ril to lli^ OWIl. he,

Adol|)lic, had no mind llial lii> lirolh.T r-honid he a dupe; Iv

would do ail lliat in linn lay to |.iv\rm !ii.~ In-other from liohi

in;; (111! a hi'l|'ii;,Lr hand to oii.^ oi' Na|io|r.i:r- ohl anla,L'oiii-r,

to a man who wa^ woimdi'd at Saint-IJocli. Uiroitcan, cxas-

jirra.id at tin-, trud to >ay -onu'! Iiii'u' al-'Ul ro\r|.Mi--iii'ss ii'

the hi^li |>lai' > of I ho lii'ancia! world, of harddicartcdncs- and

sham philanthr.'j •
; hut ho w a o\.Ti(.mo uilli -ndi ton':!.'

dir;!iv>>. Ilia! ho I ..i;M m afooly -taiiuiior out a fi'W word-^ ahoni

tli(> in-titution of tho I'.aiik of l-'ianiv. to wlii( h tlio Kellers

had ivi Miir-e.

"I'.iit the r.aiik of V'raie-' will ni'\or make an advance whieh

a iiri\ale \>.\',l ilMolin,.-.'" >aid \.!..lnhi' Iv-ll-r.

"It has al'Aa', - -eeiiu'd to imi ." -ihl r.irolteaii. "that tin-

Bank wa,- not fr.Killintr the lairpo-e f(,r wh.ieh it was (^stab-

lishi'd, when the L'ovemors (•(]! iiira! iihil " theiii-elves on a

balance-.- et in wlm h they have ..nly h'-t one or two hundred

thousand francs in transactions with the mercantile world

of I'ari-: it i< the [iroxiiiee of ihe T.aiik to natch over and

foster trade."

Adoljihe hcLMii to smih'. and rose to his feet like a man

who is hol'i'd.

"If the I'.ank hei'aii to finance all the men in ditVienltics

on 'Chanp'. wheiv ra>ea!ity eonu'retrato in the slipperiest

places of the finaiieial woi-M. the Hank would lile her schedule

before a vear was out. The !')aid< is hard put to it as it is

to ^rnard airain>t aceommodation hills atid fraudulent letters

of cxclianLfo, ami how would it he po-.^jl,!(i to examine into flie

affairs of everv one who should, he niiiide(' to apply for assist-

V"

'I want ten thousand francs for to-morrow. Sattinhiy the
a nee

3ntli: and where are ihev to enme from

himself, as he crossed the court.

Birottcau asked

When the :51st is a ludidav. pavinent is due on the :liHb. ae-

full of tears thai.cordiTiLT to custom.

as he reaelu'd the

esar s e\-es were ^n

rreat iratewav. he scarcclv saw a handsome
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Kn^li^^li hur-r. (cxcrvd with f.i.im. llnit pnUid up -liarj.ly

,!t tiic ;.'iiti-. ;m(l iiiir of tlii' nr.itcst ciiln'ioli'ts to Im' xvii in the

iivft-^if l'iir!>. Ill' uoiili! fiiiii li;ivo Ihth niu over hy tlu'

,;,l„-ioi<'t : it w,)iiM !). nil iictidcntal dr.itli. and \\v lonfusion

m liis aiTairs wonld have l)c<'ii M't down to lli^' suddenness of

the catastrophe, lie did not reeo^'ni/.e du Till.t"- -Iruder li.u'-

iiiv in faulIle^s niorninjr dies-, or see him llinir the reins to

iii> servant and put a TUft over tlie hack of the tliorou,u'!il>red.

'•What Ur\\\^> ijoit here?" asked (hi Tillet. a(hh'e-.Mn^' his

ehl master.

Dii Tillet knew quite well why Hin.tteau had come. The

K.llcrs had made incpiiries -d' Claparon. and Clapnrnii. takm,^

iiiseue from du Tillet. had hli.Lhted the perfumer'- old-e>tah-

hed husiness reputation. The tears in the unlueky inor
II-

, haiit's eye.- told the tale snlllei^'ntly plainly, in -pile of hi.-^

Midden elTort to kei'ii them haek.

"I'erhaiis V(ui have heeii asking these Turks to nhlis^e you

in some way." -aid <ln Tillet. "cut-throats of commerce that

ihcv are. who have played many a mean trick: they will nuike

a corner in indif:o. for in-lance; they h)wer rice, forein<: hold-

ers to P(dl cheap, so that they can isvi the pime into their own

iiands and contnd the market : they are inhuman pirates, who

know neither law. nor faith, nor conscience. Ymi cannot

know wliat thin-rs ,hey are capahle ofdoin.L'. Thev will open

a loan account '.'ith you if you have some pn.niisin.L' hit of

business; and as soon a< you lia\e ^'one too far to liraw hack,

they will pull vou up and juit pressure npon you till you make

the" whole afTair over 1 'lem for next to nothin.ir. I'retty

<1orios they could tell vou at Havre and Bordeaux and Mar-

M.illes ahout the Kellers! Politics are a cloak that cover a lot

..f dirty doin<r.-. I •an tell you : So 1 make them useful with-

in scruple. T.et us take a Hirn or two. my dear i>irotteau.

—Joseph, walk the horse u]) and down, he is overheated, and

.1 thousand crowns is a hi<: investment in horse-tle.-li."

He tnrned towards the Boulevard.

'Now. niv dear master (for you \ised to he mv master), is

it nionev that vou ncei 1 ? And thev have asked you for secur-
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ity, tlic wn ti ii.-' \\'( II. I'.ir ni_\ "wii p;iri, 1 kiinw you; and I

can Olfcr tn irivr ymi casli iil'.iiii^I yniir l)ill.-. 1 Imv.' iiiailc in\

ninncv liniiniaMy, anil with inili-'aril-nl' (nil. I wdit in <lUl^I

of fortiiDc to (icriiiaiiy! At tlii- tnin^ <>]' tiay. i may U'U \>m

thi.s— lliat I lidUL'lit lip thr Kiii^".- <U-\n~ \\\vrv for forty per

cent of tln'ir \aliii': \oiir uH'i''''"''''" ^^i'- ^'''.^ useful lo im

then, and I .iiii -ratrful. If }oii want ten tlioii.-and francs,

tlicy afc at \oiir >rrvicc.""

"Wliat ! <lu Tillct."" crinl ('r<ar, "do you n-ally mean it?

Arc vmi not niakiiiL: Liainc of inc'r ^(•s. I am a little pressed

for mo!ir\, jii-t for the momriit

"I know:' l!o-a;ii"^ all'air." ivtiirned d\i TilL't. "KhI yos.

1 myself lia\e Ihih I, i in there for ten thousand franes. which

the old ro-ue iMiiTowed of me to run away with: hut Mine.

KoLMiiii will repay llie money oiii of h"r claims on his estate.

1 advi-ed her. poop thiii-. not to he so fooli>h as to jzive \^^ Iier

fortune to [lav delits eoiitraeted for a mi^tre-s: it would he

very well if she could fiav them all. hut liow is she to make

distiiK-lieiis in favor of I'liis or that creditor, to the prejiidici'

of other-? Voii are no K'ouMiiii; I know you," continued ihi

Tillet ; "voii woidd rather iilow yoiir hrain- out than cause

me to lo-e a -on. Here we are in the Hue de la ("hau.«see-

dWntin : come uj) and v'e me."

It plea-ed \\)r vouniT up-tart to take his ohl employer, not

hut hv way of the itrivatc entry, and to

ve him a fiih vii'W (d' a handsome
throllLTh tile otlli

walk deliheratelv. >r) as to i;i

and

nn

I diniim-rooiii, adorned with pict-

'S honirlit in (li'rmanv; throiiLrh two draw iiiLT-roiuns. more
lu\ iirioii>lv lurnishci

-[tlcndiil and elegant than any room that Hirotteaii had vet

seen save in i luhe I'uc de Leiioneoiirt's house. The pood citi-

zen was dazzU'd l)y the t:ildin,Lr. the works of art, the costly

kiiiekkiiaeks. precious va-e-. and countless little (h'tails. .\11

tlie elofics of Constance's room-: paled hid'ore tliis display.

dmil Kiiowinir as he (lid, t he co: t of his own extravairance-

him-ejf.

lere can lie have follll all iliese millions aid ho to

Then lli.'V entere(l a hedroom. which as much surpassed his
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wifi V ;is I he iiiaiipion <pf n f,'roiit sinpcr at the ()[>'''r)i t^ur-

[jm-m's the tliinl-iloor (Iwclliiij: nf soinc siipcrniitncrary. Tlif

'iliiij: waf( I'livcrcil with vinlci -atiti rdi' \i'(l uilli -ilkcti folds

f uliifc, ami the wliitf fur uf mi rriiuii' ru;: lic-uli- tin' !"•(!

!Mnu;,'lit out in contrast all the violrf tints of a rarpct from

Oil' Levant. 'I'ln' furniture ami llie neei ssories were no\r| in

i'urni, and e\Iiil)iti'd the very relim-Hieut of e\lra\at.'anee.

i'lirotteaii stopjted in front of an e.\(|iiisitt' timepiece, with a

< upid and I'syche upon it, a ri'|iliea of one uliich had jn-l

\'>-i']\ made for a eeleliralcd hanker. .\t !en_;th master and

a-.-istant reached a cahiiiet, the dainty sanctum of a fa>hion-

..lilc dandy, redolent rather of l,i\c iliaii of linaiiec. It was

Muie. Ro^'iiiii. donhtless, who, in her LrratiMide for the care

:ind tliouL'ht ^'iven to her fortune, had hc-tuwed. hy way of a

!liank-oif<Tinc-. the paper-cutter of wrou^dit ;rold. the carved

uialacliite jiaper-wei^'lits. and all the costly ;:eWL'aws of un-

luidled luxury. 'l"he carjU't, one of the richest products of

:hc lieltrian loom, was a- Lrreat a surprisi^ to tlu' eves as it-

-oft. thick pile to the tread. Du Tillet drew a chair to the

fire for the [Kior dazzled ami liewildercd perfumer.

"Will you breakfast with me?" lie ranir the hell: it was

n-\vered hy a servant, who was better dressed than the vis-

itor.

"Ask M. Jjci/ras to come uj), and then tell Joseph to re-

turn, you will find him at the door of Keller's hank; and ymi

ran j:o to .\dolphe Keller's hou>e, and say that instead of

M'cinf: him now, F shall wait till he i:oes on 'Change. Send

Mf> breakfast, and be (piiek alwut it."

This talk dazed the perfumer.

"So he. du Tillet, make- that formidable .\dolplie K"llor

I ome to him at his whistle, as if he were a do<:!"

.A ho|)-o"-my-tliumt) of a paire came in and sprea<l a table

-1 slender, that it had escaped liirottcau's notice, setting

iiiereon a Strasbourir ju'e. a bottle of Hordeaux wine, and
..irious luvuries which did not appear on Birotteau's table

"nice in a quarter, on liiLrh days and holidays. Du Tillet was
• ujoying himself, ilis feeling of hatred for the one man who
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llilil a IIL'llI tu i|r-jii-r lillil (lilTll»-l it-i'lf likr M Wiiritl JjloW

tlin.iiLrii lii- vnii-. till til'' -I'jht nf Iln-nttcaii stirred in the

(Icptlis iif his iialurc the -a -iii-ati"ii- that the spcctiiflo of

a sliiTp -tniLrt-'Hiiir fur it- iit'i- aL.'aiii-t a ti;;iT iuij.'lit jrivf. A

•.'I'litTMiis tliuiiL'lit lli-lii(I au-.i-- liiiii: III' a-ki-il liiiii.-clf

wlictlicr ill' luni tint lariird hi- vciiirfaiicc far rnou^rh ; he

lic-itatt'l hituii?i thf r.>iin-rl-; (if a iKwIy-awakriicil pity and

th'i-r nf a liatf i:r'i« n dinw -\.

'( '(iiniiH'n i.illv >|iral.in'.'. I can aiuiihilati' the man." he

tlioii^'ht ;
•'! iiavc puwrr nf lifr and d.ath nvcr liirn. over his

uifi', wli'i h]<{ u\>' (III ijic rack, and his dnuirhtiT, whoso hand

(incc M'ciiH'ij til nir 111 Lffa-p a wlinlc furtiinc. I have I:i-

iiioniv a- it i-^. si> lit 11- 111' ((intent td let thf poor simpleton

swim ti- till- 'iid nf hi- tfthiT, uliicli I .-hall Imld."

I'.iit hnm-t t'nlk an' \vanii(i'_' in tad: they do what spomfj

piod to thrill wilhnut cahiilatiii'j- it< clfid on others, h(>oaiiso

thev theni-rlvi's are slrai_'!ii fiirwanl. and have no after-

thoii'.'lit.-. Sii I'.inilti an !i'!i d up tin' niea-nre of his own niis-

fortuiie: he irnlaiid the ti'jiT; all nnwiltitejly he sent a sliaft

hon e. and made an iniplar.-ilile enemy of him at a word, by his

prai-e. h, Lri\!!iLr e
\

j iP'
'- -'i Ml t'l hi- h'lm-t th'iiitrhi-. by tlf

pheer li'_dit-h"artedne-s wliieh is th(> tjift fif a hh'iineless c^on-

R'ieiiee, 'I'lie i-a-liier came in: and dn 'I'illct said, lookinir

toward- Ci'-ar. ""M- Lcirras, hriii'j- nie ten thon-and francs in

ea>li, and a lull l"i>r the ainoiint payahle to my order in tiine'^

davs hv This rrcnth nian. who is M. Rirottean, n-^ yon know."

|)n 'I'illet waiteil on his L';ie-t. and poured out a phiss of

I?(irdeaiiv wine fi^r him: :]mi] I'.irotteau. who tliouL.dit himself

^;aved. Inuirlied citiiviil-ively. fini:ered his wateh-ohain, and did

n"t liiueh the fiiod iiiiiil his e.\-as>i-tant said. *"Vou do not

eat.'" In this way lie laid haro the depths of the iruif into

which dii Tillefs hand had jtjiniL'ed liim, while the hand

whidi had drawn him out was still stretched over him. and

miLdit vet pliiiiLre him hack a'jain. When the ea-^hier returned,

;iiiil tlic lull had heeii a(ce[itc(l, und (War felt the ten bank-

notes in his jiocket. he eould no lonjier contain hi« joy. "Rut a

moment ago the news that lie could not meet his engagements
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I'criicil In lie .iImiiiI Id lir piilil i«h(il aliriiinl tliioiii:li lii> (}iiiir-

rr. till' liiink nin-t kimw it. he iini.»t confc-- tliiit hr wnn

I
nihil 1 In 111- wife IIipW cUI V I lllll;^' \V;is >ill h.' .1"\ if

livcniiKc Wii.- ii> kmi iis tin' tnrtiin' <>f iinncndiii^' hnnk-

i|ii(\ hiiil liicii. Tciirs (illnl the |)iicir iiiair.s fU'.i in i-jiilr of

iMIlSt If.

•Wliiit c.in lie the tiuittiT. riiv ilciir iiiii>ti'r?" a.-kcd ilii Til-

iimI i|ii tii-iiii>iri>w fur Mil' vvliiil I aiM ilninj;

l-.lii

let. "Wulll'l \nu

t.i-iliiv I'nr Villi ? iMi't is 11- -iniplc ii-. -.lyiiii.' ^.'oml-diiy

•l>ii 'I'lllct.

I- lie rust' Jiml

lid till' uiirt!i\ 111:111. wiili snlciiin ciiiphasi

fiiuk IIS i\-a>-i -iiint liv till' liiind. "I rotorr vmi

Im viuir old jdiicc in my csti'ctii.

•Wh.it irtcllril It d du Till-'t ; and. fnr nil

us pri).«|» rity, lu' tVlt this rude li'iMic-tliru.-t. and hi- i'dIht

•I'lirfi'itcd . . . not I'Xactly that." said Uimttcau,

ihuiidiTstriuk hy his fi)ll\ : ••prnplc talkrd ahmit vuu and

Mine. \{i}" mil. Ill' itcvil : a tintlirr man's wife

'Yiiii art' iicatiiiL' ahmit t! 11' l)ll.-n. nil 1 ho\."" thonu'ht du Til-

i. I, in an old phrase icarnrd in his rarliiT days.

And I'vrn as that thoiiLrht iTos.snl his mind, he ri'turncd

fn his old dcsii.'!!. llf wnnld lay this virliu' h>\v. hi' would

pic it iiiuirr foot: all I'aris shmild p-iint thr fini.'i'r of
I ram

-riirn at tlic hniii'st ami hotioralili' man w ho had caiii'ht hiii

u Tilk't, with his hand in the t
11 KviTv hati'i'd iif I'ViTV

kind, political or private hctwccn woman and W'lmaTi. or

• Iwccn man and man. dates from some similar dcti'ition.

There is no cause for hate in coni]>roniisi'd intere-t-. in a

uniuid, nor even in a ho\ on the ear; siieli injuries a- these

::!< not irreparahlo. But to he I'mind out in some hase yiieee

'if iniquitv. to ho cauirht in tlu' act! . . . The duel that

.•!i-ues lii'tweeii the criminal and the ili-co\erer of tlie crime

• innot hut he to the deaih.

"t)h! Mme. T?ni:uin." said du Tillet lauLTiin-lv. 'hut i-^n't

th.it rather a feather in a yoini'/ man'^ cap? 1 midcr-tand

Mill, my dear master, they must have told you that -he lent me

launev. Well, on the contrary, it is I who have re-estahlishod
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her lliiaiiii'.-. which were ciiriouf^ly invulvod in her husbantl'ii

allair!?. My foriuiie lias Ixcn iKjiicstly luaile, an I have just

told you. I had nnihiu.u', as you know. Youiij,' men some-

times IIih! thiiiiM Ivis in terrihle Mrails, and in dire need one

may strain a ])nint : hut if, like llie IJepuhlie, one has made a

forced loan m.w and a-ain, why. oiii' returns it afterwards,

and is as hoiicrt as I" ranee liiTr-elf."

"Just so," said Cesar. "My boy—God—Isn't it Voltaire

who says:

" He niaiU- of rciH'iitanee the virtue of mortals?"

"So long as one does not take his neighbor's money in a

base and (°uanlly way," dn Tillet continued, smarting onee

more under this application of verse: "as if you. for instance,

were to fail before the three lunnths are out, and it would be

all up with ir.v irii tl;ousand fi'ancs
"

'•I fail!'" cried ?.iroiteau (he had taken three glasses of

wine, and happiness bad gone to bis bead). "My opinions of

bankruptcy are well known. .V failure is commercial death.

I should die."

"LoiiL' life to you!" said du Tillet.

"To voiir prosperity!" returned t'-e perfumer. "Why do

vou nut cniiie to me for your jicrfumery?"

"I'ju.n niv word." said du Tillet. "I confess that I am

afraid lo meet :\Iine. Ce-ar. she always made an impression

upon me; and if you were not my master, laitb, I

"Oh : VdU arc nnt the fir^^t wlio Ikh thought her handsome,

and wanied her. but she loves me! Well, du Tillet, my friend,

do not do things by halves."

"What !"

Birotteau explained the affair of the building-land, and

d 1 Tillet opened liis ev,-;. Complimented Cesar upon his acu-

men and foroigbt. and spoke highly of the prospect-.

"Oh. well. 1 am nuieh pleaded to have your approbation:

vou are supposed to haw one of the hniLM'st heads in the bank-

"imr line, dn Tillet ! You can ne-otiaie a lo.-iu from the Bank

of I'rance lor me until the Cephalic Oil has made its way."
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"1 can send you to the firm of Xucingen." answered du

Tillct, inwardly vt)wing tluit his victim should dance the whole

riiazv roninl of liankniptcy. lie sat dowii to his desk to write

tlic followiii;,'' letter to the liaron de Xucingen:

'"Mv UKAi: B.vi;(»N.—The bearer of this letter is M. Cesar

r.iroltcau, dcfiuty-iiiayor of the Fecond arroiidissenier.t, and

"P.c of the he-t known manufacturing perfumers in Paris. He
.icsircs to he [lilt ill communication with you; you need not

iicsitate to do anything that he asks of you, and by obliging

liini vou oblige your friend,

"F. DU TiLLET."

Du Tillet put no dot over the i in his name. Among hi3

business associates this clerical error was a sign which they all

understood, and it was always made of set purpose ; it annulled

the heartiest recommendations, the warmest praise and in-

>tance in the body of the letter. On receiving such a note as

; his. where the very exclamation-marks breathed entreaty, in

which du Tillet. figuratively speaking, went down on hia

knees, his associates knew that the writer had been nnablc to

refuse llie letter which was to be regarded as null and void.

At sight of that nndotted i, the receiver of the letter forthwith

dismissed the applicant with empty compliments and vain

iTomises. Xot a few men of considerable reputation in the

world are put off like children by this trick: for men of bus-

oiess, bankers, bill-discounters, and advocates have one and
.11 two methods of signing their names: one is a dead letter,

'lie other living. The shrewdest are deceived by it. You
iiust have felt the donble effect of a cold communication and

warm one to discover the stratagem.

"Vou are saving me, du Tillet," said Cesar, as he read the

I 'resent specimen.

"Oh dear me." said du Tillet, "just ask Nucingcn for the

nionev. and when he has read my letter he will let you have

all that vou want. Tnluckily, my own capital is locked up

at present, or 1 would noi send you to the prince of bankers.
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fur the Ivellt-rs arc ilwarfs cniniKiiv.l with Nucin.ixon. Tie is a

t^ccond Law. Willi iiiv Mil of cxclianp-, you will 1).' ivady for

the l.'.lh. aiul after that wr will sec. XuciTi-en and f aro the

hv.\ friends in the world: ho would not disohli-e me for a

million."
.

"It i« a'^ food as a -uarantee." said Rirotteau to himsolf,

and as ho went away his lu'art thrilled with -ratitude for du

Tlllet. "Ah. well." he tlinu.u'ht. "a <rc"'d deed never lnse<; it:^

reward," an<l he f.dl ineontinently to moralizin.i:. Yet there

^7as one hitler drop in liis cup of happiness. lie had. it is

true, pr.'vented liis wife from lookin.ir into the ledjxers for sev-

eral davs Celt-tin must nn.lerlake the hookkecpin-/ va addi-

tion to his work, with some h.elp from his master: he could

liave wished his wife and dau-hter to remain upstairs m pos-

o.«ion of tlie heautifnl rooms wlih'h he had arran-ed and

furni-lied for tliem; hut when the first little glow of onjoy-

m.mt was over, Mme. C(-ar would have died sooner than re-

nounce the personal supervision of the details of the busi-

ness, "the handle of the frying-pan," to nse her o^vn expres-

sion. , ,

Birotteau was at his wits' end ; he had done everythmsr that

he could think of to conceal the symptoms of hi- .nnharrass-

mcnt fron^ her eves. Constance had stron-lv disapproved of

sendin- in the accounts: she had scohh-d the assistants, and

•i^ked Cele-tin if he ni.'ant to ruin the house. helievniL' that

'tho idoa was Cele-tin's own. .\nd Celestin mceklv bore the

hlime hv Birotteau's orders. In the assistant's opinion. Mme.

C'-ar cr'oven^ed the perfumer: and though it is possible to

deceive the ].uhlic. tho^e of the household always know who is

the real power in it. The confession was hound to come, and

that soon, for du Tillet's loan wor.ld appear in the hooks, and

niu4 he acconnted for.

\. Hin^tteau came in at th(> door he saw. not without a

.huddrr. that Constance was at her post, going through the

anionnt^ due to he paid, and doubtless balancing the books^^

•'II, uv will vou pay these to-morrow?" she asked in bis

oar. when he took his place beside her.
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"With inonoy," he replied, (li'iiwing the banknotes from

hi^ pocket, witli 11 si<jn to Celestin to take them.

"But wliere do those notes eonie from ?"

"I will tell you tlie whole i~tory to-iiiglit.—Crle^tin. enter

111 the liill-hook a l)il! for ten thousand francs due at the end

uf Marcli, to order of du Tillet."

"I)u Tillet I" echoed Constance, t(MTor-stricken.

| am just L'oiuf^ to Popinnt," said Cesar. "It is too l)ad

Is his oil sell-er jiie; I have not been round to see him vet.

inp?"

"The three hundred bottles whieli he brought are all sold

out."

"Birotteau. do not go out again; I have something to say

1(1 you." said Constance. She caught her husband's arm. and

drew him to her room in a hurry, which, under any other

. ireunistances. w()uld have been ludicrous.
—"Du Tillet!" she

I'Kelainieil, when the husband and wife were toirether, and

"^lio had made sure that there was no one but Cesarine ^ es-

ent; "Du Tillet robbed us of three thousand francs! And
vm are doing business with du Tillet! A monster who

—

who tried to seduce me,' she said in his ear.

"A bit of boyish folly," said Birotteau, suddenly trans-

formed into a free thinker.

"Listen to me. Birotteau; you are falling out of your old

ways ; vou never go to the factory now. There is something, I

i an feel it. Tell me about it; I want to know everything."

"Well, then," said Birotteau, "we have n(>arlv been mined;

we were ruined, in fact, this very morning, but everything

i« set straight again," and he told the dreadful story of the

nast two weeks.

"So that was the cause of your illness!" exclaimed Con-

stance.

"Yes. mamma." cried Cesarine. "Father has been very

inave. I am sure. If T were loved as he loves you. 1 would

not wish more. lie thought of nothing but vour trouble."

"Mv dream has come true." said the poor wife, and pale,

haggard, and terror-stricken, she sank down upon the sofa
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by the lin^iik'. "I foresaw all tlii-. 1 tol'l you so that fatal

iii^'ht, in thi' ohl I'ooiii whirli ymi have ]uillril down; we shall

have iiolhiiij:- left itut our tycs to cry over our lossi'.-. I'oor

CesariiU', I

'"

"Come, now ; so that is what you say I"" < rieil Birotteau. "I

stand in nivd of cnuni.uv. and arc you damping it
1"

"I'oririM' iiic, dear." ^aid ( 'ou^lain". .Lrraspin.i,' Cesar's hand

in hers, with a tender pre.-.-ure that went to the ])oor man's

heart. "I wa> \\v>>wj:: the iiii>rorlunf ha.- hd'alleii us. 1 will

bedumh. n-i-ned. and >Ironi: to hear it. Xo, Cesar, you shall

never hear a eomplaint from me.
'

She >|U-an,i: into Cr.sir's arni>. and saiil. while her tc^ars fell

fast, "'rake eoura<:e. dear. 1 should have eourap' enough for

two. if it weiv needed."

"There is the Oil. dear wife; the Oil will save u-s."

"Mav (lod protect us I" cried t'on^taiiec.

"Will not .XiiMdme cotne to father's assistance?" asked

Cesarine.

"I will <£() 1o him now." e.N(daiin(>d Cesar, his wife's heart-

breaking- tone had liccn loo luu. Ii for hi:- feelin.L's: it seeuied

that he did I'ot know her yet. after Tiinet<'en years of nuirried

life. "Do not he afraid. ('on>tance: there is no fear now.

Here, read M. dn Tillet's letter to M. de Xueingen: he is sure

to lend u> the moiKy. I'.ctwi'cn then ami now T shall have

gained mv lawsuit. I'x-ides." he added (a lying hope to fit

the eircumstam-es). "there is y(Uir uiude rillerarlt. (.ouragif

is all that is wanted."

"If that were all 1" said Constance, smiling.

Rirotteau. with the great weight tak(>ii olf his mind, walked

like a m;in .-et frei' from jirison: but within himself he felt

the indefinable exhaustion c nse(inent nn mental exertion

which has nuide heavy demands nj)on the nervous system,

and reqnired more than the daily allowance of will-power;

h<' wa- coii-cions of the dciiiit win n a man has drawn, as it

were, on the capital of hi- vitalitv. Birottcaii was growing

old already.

I'opinnt's sho)) in the Hue des Cin(i-niamains had under-
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^niic f^rciit chaiijxes in tlic last two months. It had been rc-

i;iiii((M]. Tliu rows of bottles enriconeed in the pigeon-hole

^il!lv(s, touched up with paint, rejoiced the eyes of every

iiicrchant who knows the ^^i.^ns of prosperity. The floor of the

viiop was covered with packing-paper. Tlie warehouse con-

t lined certain ca-k- of nil, for which the devoted Gaudissart

had i)rocured an agency for Popinot. The books were kept

i;p>tairs in the counting-house. An old servant had been in-

>:alled as hou.<ckecper to Popinot and his three assistants.

i'opinot himself, j)enned in a casli-desk in the corner of

i!ie shop screened olT by a glass partition, was usually arrayed

in a green baize apron and a pair of green-cloth over-sleeves,

V. iien lie was not buried, as at this nmnient, in a \n\e of pa-

pers. The post bad just come in, and Popinot, with a pen

iiehind bis ear, was taking in bandfuls of liu~iness letters and

enlers, when u the words, "Well, my boy?" he raised his

head, saw his late employer, locked his cash-desk, and came

forward joyously. The tip of the young man's nose was red,

for there was no fire in the shop, and the door stood open.

"I began to fear that yi)u were never coming to see me,"

lie answered respectfully.

The assistants hurried in, eager to see the great man of

tlu' perfumery trade, their own master's partner, the deputy-

mayor who wore the red rilibon. (V'sar was flattered by this

mute homage, and he who liad felt so small in the Kellers'

bank must needs imitate the Kellers, lie stroked his chin.

raised himself on ti])too once or twice with an air, and poured

f'irth his oommcmplaces.

"Well, my dear f'tdlow. are you up early in the mornings?"

n-ked li(>.

"Xo. we don't always go to bed," said Popinot; "one must

Mieceefl bv hook or bv crook.''

"Well, what did I'tell you? My Oil i* a fortune."

"Yes. sir; but the metboil of ^ellinl: it counts for some-

thins; I have given your diamond a worthy setting.''

".\s a matter of fact,"" said the perfumer, "how are we get-

ting on? Have any profits been made?"'
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"At tlic cikI of a iiMiiitli !" criiMl Popinot. "Did you expect

it? AIv friend (liiiidissart lias ii<>t liccii j^'oiic imuli luoro tlian

thri'c wocks. Tic took a post-eliaisc willioiit trlliiij,' iiio about

it. Oh I lie !ia>^ tlirowu hiuix-lf into this. We sliall owe a j,'ood

deal to iiiv ipiclc

sand fr

he ncwspa]M'rs \vi 11 cost us twelve thou-

mcs. he added in Birotteau's ear.

'Tl e ni'wspapci's cried the deput3--mayor.

"Have vou not seen them?"

"No."

"Then you know nothiri<r of this," said Popinot. "Twenty

thousand fraius in j)Iac:irds. frames, and prints I . . . \

hundred thousand hottles ])aid for! . . . Oh 1 it is

nothiiiL' hut sacrifice! at this moment. We are brinjrinjr out

the t)il on a lartre scale. Tf you had stepped over to the Fau-

bourg, when " have often been at work all niubt. you would

have seen a lutlc contrivance of mine for craekin.u' the nuts,

which is not to be sneezed at. For my own part, durinir the

last five days I have made three thousand francs in commis-

pion on the druiTLMsts' oils."

"What a irond head 1" said Birottean. laying; his hand on

little T'opinofs hair, and stroking: it as if the younp man had

been n little child. "T foresaw how it would be."

Several people came into the shop.

"(iood-bve till Sunday ; we are iroinir to dine then with your

aunt. Mme. Hatron." said Birottean. and he left Popinot to

bis own affairs. Fvidently the roast which he had scented

was not vet readv to carve.
—"How extraordinary it is! \n

as>i>-tant becomes a merchant in twenty-four hours." he

thouirht. and Birottean was as much taken aback by Popinot's

prnsperitv and self-]iossession as by du Tillcfs luxurious

rooms. "Here is .\nselme drawinsr himself up a bit when I

put mv band on his head, as if h(> were a Francois Keller

already."

It did not occur to Birottean that the assistants were look-

insr on. and that th(> liead of an establishment must preserve

his diLHiitv in his own hon^e. Here, as in d\i Tillet's case

the good nuni had made a blunder in the kindness of hi?
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lii'iirt, and llio real feolinj; oxpro^isod in tliat homely familiar

w.iy would liavo mortified any one b\it Anselnie.

The Sunday dinner-party at the Rafrons" house \va>! destined

Jo he tlie last festivity in tlie nineteen years of Cesar's niar-

iird life, the life wliieh had been so efunpletely happy. The

Kaptns lived on the f^ccond floor of a quaint and rather

:-tately old house in the I?U(> du Petit-Rourt)on-Saiiit-Sulpiee.

Over the paneled walls of their rooms danced eijxhteenth cen-

tury shejiherdesses in hooped petticoats, amid browsimc

litrhteenth century sheep; and the old people themselvep be-

iniij^cd to the boursreoisie of that bypone oi<rhteenth century,

with its solemn gravity, its quaint habits and customs, its

ri'spectful attitude *t the noblesse, its loyal devotion to

Church and Kinjr.

The timejiieees. the linen, the plates and dishes, all the fur-

niture in fact had such an old-world air. that by very reason

-f its nntiquirv it seemed new. The sittini,'-room. hun<; with

brocatelle damask curtains, contained a collection of "duch-

csso" chairs and wliat-nots; and from the wall a superb

I'opiiiot, 'Mme. Rairon's father, the alderman of Saneorre,

[ininted by Tatour. smiled down upon the room like a j)arvenu

in all his plory. Mme. Ea,2ron at home was incomplete with-

out her tinv Kinir Charles, who n^posed with niarvelo!i'= effect

<m her hard little rococo sofa, a piece of furniture which cer-

tainly had never played the part of Crebillon's sofa.

Amon.jr the Ra.srons' many virtues, the possessioM of old

wines arrived at perfect maturity wa< by no means the least

i'ndearin<T: to sav notliini' of certain liqueurs of Mmc \n-

foux's. brouLdit from the We^t Indies by the lovely Mme. Ha-

L'on's admirers. sulliiMcntly diy^'red to ]n^:r on without hope ( 'o

it was said). Wlierefor(> the Mnjon^" I'ttl." dinners were bidi'v

iippreeiated. .leannette. tiie old cook, served the two old foM:

witii a blind devotion; for tliem shi' would lia\e stolen Cm,;

\n make preserves; and .^o far from investiuir lier money in

\\)v .sivings-l)ank. she prudently \n\{ it in tlie lottery, hopin,-

cue day to carry home the great prize to her mastiT and mi-

tres'^.
'

In spite of her si.\ty years, Jeannette, on Sunday.s

15

t i.^

iP
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whni (licy lull] com] );niv. upcrintciiilcd llic ilii^hos in 111ip.

kitrlicii. aiHl wiimd :il t;il)li' with a deft iimcknopskr wl UCll

WOll Id navi' LMVcii liinls to Mile. Coiitat as Suzaiiuo in tin

Marrimjc nf fii/itri

Th IS mil" tli^ ruosts woro ton in inimbor—tlio elder I'o-

piiiot, I'lnlc Pillcraiilt. Aii^cliii'

dau<ditcr. llie tlinv Matil'als. aiH

r I'sar ami will

1 tlie Ablu' Loraux. M
and

mo.

Matifat, first in'rodiicn] arravcd for tlie dance in her turban,

now wore a t'own r

eliDPers, irrccii-fri

t' i'liie velvet, tliirk cotton stoekinps Kul

d ch; miois leather lMovcs, and a hat

lined witii |iiiik, a: ' ailonied with blossoniinu anricubis.

Kverv one had ai iived In' five o'cdoek. The l^aLTons used to

hep their I'liesls to lie putietiial ; and when the frood folk

themj-che- were asked otit to dinner, their friends were care-

:,d to (line at the same Imur, for at the aire of seventy th"

dipestioTi does no! take kindly to the new-fangled times and

seasons ordained bv fashionable society.

C'esarine knew that ^Iitic. IJagon "wonld seat .\nsclmo beside

her: all women. ev(>n d(>votees. or the feeblest feminine intel-

lects, understand each other in the matter of a love affair.

The toilette of the p(Tfunier"s danizhter was designed to turn

vountr I'oy>inoi"s liead. Constance, who had given np, not

withont a pang, the idea of the notary, who for her was an

heir-prcsuTnptive to a throne, had helped C'esarine to dress,

certain hittcT- reflect ions mingling with her thoughts the

while. ForeseiMiig the future, she lowi^red the modest ganze

kercliii'f somewhat (m Cesarine's slioulders, so as to display

rather more of their outline, as mtII as the throat on which

the vonng girl's head was set with striking grace. The hodicf

(I hi (Irrrrjiir. fonr or five folds, crossing from left to right,

pave short '_dimps(>s of ilelieatelv rotinded contours beneath:

and the leaden-gray merino gown, with its flonnees trimmed

with green omanuMits. el(\-irly defineil a shayte wdiich had

never seemed so slender and so lissome. Gold filagree ear-

rings hung from her ears. Ibr hair, dressed high ii la Clii-

vnixo. was drawn b;ick from her face, so that the delicate fresh-

ness of its surface and the dim tracery of the veins which
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iitrused the wliito velvet with tlie purest <rlow of life, was ap-

iMivnt at a jrlance. Indeed. C'esarine was so coqucttishly

j'i.tly, ihat Mine. Matifat CDuld imt lu'lp sayiiij; so. withdiil

j>. Ill ivin;r that tlie mother and daughter had felt the neccs-

siy of Ix'wiicliiii^r youn;: I'opiiiot.

Ncitlicr Hiioltcaii. nor his wife, nor Mine. Matifat. nor any
!\r else, ijroke in n|)on liie delicious talk hetween the two

."Uii<r peojjle: love ^dowed within tiiein as they spoke with

idwircd voices in the draughty window-seat, wdiero the cold

iii.ide a miniature northeaster. Moreover, the conversation

nf their seniors grew animated when the elder I'opinot let

-"iiiething drop concerning Uoguin's flight, saying that this

UMs the second notary-def.iuller. and that hitlierto such a

thing had heen unknown. Mme. Kngoii had touched her

liiolher's foot at tlie mention of IJoguin. I'illerault had spoken

al'iiid to cover the Judge's rei!!::ik. and both looked signifi-

(jiiitly from him to Mme. Binnteau.

"I know all." Constance .said, and in her gentle voice there

was a note of ])ain.

"Oh. well then." said Mme. Matifat. addressing herself

I'l Hirotteau. who hunilily hent his he,ii!. '"how much of your

money did he run away with? To listen to the gossip, you
might he ruine(l."

''lie had two hundred thousand francs of mine. As for the

f'lrty thousand which he pretended to Korrow for me from
'Tie of his clients wluw money he had s<]uandered. we are

L-'ing to law about it."

•"Vou will see that settled this coming week," said the elder

I' ipinot. "I thought that you would nut mind my explaining

''iiir position to M. le President: he has ordered I'ognin's

I iipers to lie brought into the ('hni)ihrr do Conaril; on exanii-

"niion it will he discovered wIhmi the lender's capital was eni-

'• '/.led. and Derville's allegations can he proved or disproved.

M'Tville is pleading in person, to save expense to you."

".'^hall we gain the day?" asked IMme. Rirotteau.

"I do not know,"' I'opinot an-wered. ".\lthough T belong

'•> the Chamber before which the case will come. I shall re-
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frain from (lflib('ratiii;f upon it, cvni if I should bo called

upon to do go."

"liut can tlicrc lie any dmiht nliDiit puch a straightforward

case?" n?kcd Pillcrault. "Oiii^dit imt tlic deed to i^tal,. that

tho money was actually paid down, and must rot the notaries

declare that tluy have seen it hMnd( d over? T{o;.'uiii would go

to the pallcys if lie fell into tlie hands of justice."

"In my opinion," the judu'e answers], "the lender should

look to ]{()i,niin'.s caution-money and the amount paid for

tho practice fnr hi.s remedy; hut sometimes, iu still simpler

cases than this, the Couneilhirs at the Court-l'oyal have been

diviiled si.\ a^'ainst six."

"What is this, niadeni(>is<,,r ; has ^f. Tioguin run away?"
asked I'ojiinot, overheariii;^ at last what was heinj^ said. ".Af.

Cesar said nothin;,' ahout it to me—to mo who would give juy

life for him . . ."

f'esarine felt that the whole family was included in that

"for him"; for if the irirl's inexjx'rienee had m^t understood

the tone, she could not mistake the look that wrapped her

in a nisy flame.

"I was sure of it ; I told him so, hut ho hid it all from
mother, and told his secret to no one hut me."
"You sy)oke to him of me in this matter," said Popinot;

"vou read mv heart, but do vou read all that is there?"

"Perhaps."

"Oh I I am very happy," said Popinot. "If yon will re-

more all my fears, in a year's time I shall ho so rich that your

father will not receive me so badly when I shall speak to him
then of our marriaire. Five hours of sleep shall bo enough

for me now of a night . . ."

"Do not make yourself ill." said Cesarinc. and no words

can reproduce tlie tones of her voice as she gave Popinot a

L'lance wherein all her thoughts might be read.

"Wife," said Cesar, as they rose from table, "I think those

youn? people are in love."

"'di. well, so much the 'setter." said Constance gravely: "my
daughter will be tlie wife of a man who has a head on hia
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-IinuliliTS nml plenty of onorgy. Bniins aro tlio host ondow-

iiriit in a marriage."

She liurrii'd away into ^rtnc. Hagon's room. During din-

liir, f'rsar liad let fall several remarks which had drawn a

-u\\\('. from Pillerault and the judge, so plainly did thoy ex-

';il)it tlu; speaker's ignorance; uiid it was horno in npon the

iiiiforliinaU' wiiinan how little fitte<l her husband was to strug-

:/!e with misfortune. C'on.stance's heart was heavy with iin-

>]ied tears. Instinctively ehe niistrupted du Tillet, for all

niothers understand timro Dnnnnx ef dona fercntrs without

learning Latin. She wept, and her daughter and Mme.
Uagon, with their arms abcnit her^ could not learn the cause

if lier trouhlo.

"It is the nerves," said she.

The rest of the evening was spent over the card-table by the

i.jd people, and the younger ones played the blithe childish

^.'anies stvled "innocent amusements," because thoy cover the

iimoeent misehief of bourgeois lovers. The Matifats joined

the young people.

''Cesar," said Constance, as they wont home again, "go to

)r. le Baron do Xueingen some time about the Sth, so as to

1 sure some days beforehand that you can meet your engage-

ments on the lath. If there should be any hitch in your ar-

r, iigenumts, would you rai.~o a loan one day to pay your debts

l.etween one day and the next?"

"I win <ro. wife," Cesar answered, and ho grasped her hand

.md ( esarine's in his as ho added, "My darlings, I have given

in hitter Xew Year's gifts I" And in the darkness inside the

I :d) the two women, who could not see the poor perfumer, felt

hot tears falling on their hands.

"Hope, dear," said Constance.

"Kverything will go well, papa; M. Popinot told me that

' " would give his life for you."

"For me—and for my family; that is it, is it not?" an-

-wered Cesar, trying to speak gaily.

Cesarine pressed her father's hand in a way which told

him that x^nselme was her betrothed.
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m\ t!
Two liimdrcd cards iiriiwd f..r lliroltciiu mi Now Y.'iir

r>ay and tlic two fcUouiii- day-. 'Dii-^ iiilhi\ of tokens of

favor and of fal.-i' frifndt^hip is a painful thin- for p<'opl(' wiin

are hcin;,' swept away l>y tli<' iiirrciil nf nii-furtni!.'. Tlir,.

times (V-ar prcscnti'd himself at the I'.aron de \n( in^'en'

hotel, a. il each time in vain. The New YearV f.-stivitiea sutVi-

cientlv e\( u.-ed the hanker'.s absenee. But on the last visit

Hirothau went as far as the banki rri private oiliee, an.i

learned fmni a German, the head clerk, that M. de Xueingcn

had nidv r.'tunird from a hall given by tlie Kellers at five

o'clock that mornin,-. and that he would not be visible utiiil

half-]>a^t nine. Uirotieau ehatt^d with this man for nearly

half an hour, and cnutrivc 1 to interest the German in his af-

fairs. S.I, iluriiiu' the day. th s cai)inet minister nf the Imii-

of Xuciu.L'cn wrot^e to teirCesar that the Baron would see hin^

at tw,l\,. uMuck the following raornin.L.', January tiie ;!d.

Alth(.ugh everv hour bnuight its drop of bitterness, that day

went bv with dre.idful swiftness. The perfumer took a cab

and drove to the hotel ; the courtyard was already blocked wiih

carriage^ and the poor honest man's heart was oppressed by

the splendors of that ceUbratcd hou.sc.

'•Yet he has failed twice," ho said to himself, ns ho went

up the hanilsome staircase, with flowers on either side, and

through the luxnrionsly furnished rooms by wliiih t'le Baron-

ess, iVlphiiK' de Xucing(>n. had made a name for herself.

The Barone>i strove to rival the most syilendid houses in the

Faubourg Saint-Germain— the houses of a circle into which

as yet she had no right of entry.

The l',:iron and his wife wore at breakfast. In spite of the

nunduT of tliose who were waiting in his oHices for him. he

said that he would see du TiUel's friends at any hour. Birot-

tean trembled with hope at the change which the Baron's mes-

sage prorhiced on the lackey's in^^olent face.

"Banlon nie, niv tear." said the r.ar.m, addressing his wife,

as he ro-^e to his feet and bowed sliglitlv to Birottenu, "dees

phenileman ees ein goot i;nva!e(>st. and de indimate frient of

du Dillet. Meinnesir Pirodot is tcputy-mayor of de Second
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\rr^ntu^M'I[l(Ml, and j^'if.s jiall-s of Asiatu! tiia;,'iiifi«'nop; you

.
'1 make, iiu ilouht, his n;,'iiii.iinlaiice niit liliM.-urt'."

i ^ll()^ll(l Ix' tlclif^lili'd to take lessons of Mm.'. Rir.ilteau,

f.T Fcriliiiand
'"

("('oiiic,"' tlioiij/iit tlio pi'ifiiiiicr, "sho

. il!-i liiii, Ferdinand, phnni) and plain")
—"Ferdinand spoko

-f iljt' ball to us with an admiration which says the more, be-

..iiiM' Ferdinand is very critical; ever\ tliin!.' must liav.' hceii

luTfcct. Shall von soon pivo another?" nsked Mme. de Nucin-

:.'| II. with a most amiahle expression.

"Madame, jicor fulk like us srldoin amuse ourselves,"

:iii-wi'red tlie perfumer, doubtful whether the Haroness waa

':iiii,'hin<,' at him, or if her words were simply an empty com-

jiliment.

"Meinnesir f'rintod puherindendcd de aldorations in your

house," said the l>aron.

'•Oh ! tJrindot I is he that nice youncr architect who has just

lome hack from l{ome?" asked l)el{)luiie <1e Xucin^'cn. "I am
•iiiite wild about him; he is making' lovely sketches for my
.ilhum."

\o conspirator in the hands of tlio executioner in the tor-

iiire chamixT of the Venetian Kepuhlic couhl have felt less

.'It his case in the boots than Birotteau in hi.s ordinary clothes

•'A that moment. Fvery wonl had f"r him an ironical pound.

"Ve too frif liddle palls here." the Haron continu(>d. p'w'iaff

the visitor a searchinfr irlance. "Kferypody does it. you see!"

"Will ^f. Birotteau join us at breakfast?" asked belphirc,

;md indicated the lu.xuriously-furnished table.

"I am here on business, Mme. la Baronne, and "

"Yes I" said the Baron, "matame, vill you hermit ua to

t ilk pizness?"

Delphine made a little pesture of assent. "Are you about

' buv some perfumery?" she asked of the Baron, wiio

irupfred his shoulders, and turned in ili'Sfiair to Tesa''.

'i)u Dillet take de irreatest indere.-t in you," said he.

"At last we are coming to the point," thought the hapless

t'l' rchant.

"Mit his ledder. your gretid mit my house is only limited

ny f's' pounds of niy own fortune
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Tlie lifo-<,'iving (lraii<;lit wliicli the aii.m'i lioi- to Ilagar in

the wilderness must surely have \kvu like the dew which those

outlandish words efTu>ed through liirolteau's veins. Tln'

cunning Baron clung of set jiurpose to the horrihle accent

of the Gorman Jew, who Hatters himself that he has mastered

an alien tor.gue : fi.;- thi-^ s\>tiin led to mi>ai)prehonsions

highlv useful to him in the way of husiness.

'^'•Aiid you s!i..;i have ein gurn-ii! airu'ount, dat is how we

vill do it," remarked the gmid, the great, and venerahle finan-

cier, with Alsatian geniality.

Birolteau's doul>t< were all laid to rest; ho had had experi-

ence of husiness. and he knew that a man never goes into de-

tails unless he is disposed to oblige you ar.(i to carry out a

plan.

"I neet not say to you that the Pank demands dree zigna-

tures off eferypody, gif de amount is large or small. So ynn

phnll make all your pills to do order oil" our fri.'n<l du Uillet.

who vill send dem de same day to de Pank mit my zignature.

and pv four o'glock you shall have <le amount n[' d(> pills dat

you haf accept in de morning, and at Patik rate. 1 do not

"vant gommission nor discount—nor nossing: for I shall haf

do hloasure of peing agreeahlo to you. . . . But I make

one trondition I"_ he added, touching his nose with the fore-

finge"r of his left hand, and putting an indoscrihahle cunning

into the gesture.

"It is granted hi>fore you ask it. M. le Bar<m." <aid Birot-

teau, imagining that the hanker meant to stipulate for a share

in the profits.

"Ein gondii ion to vich I addach de greatest price, hecause I

should lik<" Montame de Xichinguenne to take, as she has said,

some lessons of Alontame Pirodnt."

"M. le P.aroii. do not laui.di at me, I hog."

"Meinnesir PirodAt." said the financier seriously, "it is an

agrcment ; vou are to infite us to your next pall. My wife i-

chealous: she woidd like to see your house, of vich eferypody

savs such L'reat dings."

""M. le Baron!"
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"(^li ! if vou rt'i'n^c mo, no loan Jifrpount ! You are in great

favor. Ye?! 1 know dat de Brcfect of de Seine was go to

vo\i.'"

"M. le Baron!"

"You liad ]>ii Pillartiero, ein plientleman-in-ordinary to de

Kinjr; and do goot Fenteheine, for you were wounded—at

Sainte
"

'•On the i:5tli of \'en<leniiairc, y\. le Baron."

'•Y'ou had Meinnesir de Lassebette, Meinnesir Fauqueleine

nf de Apuleniie
"

"M. le Jiaron!"'

"Eh! tin- irufcl, do not bo po modest, :Meoster Teputy-

Mayor ; I haf heard dai do King said dat your pall
"

"The Kinir?" asked Birotteau, destined to learn no more,

for at thi- moment a youn? man came into the room; the

sound of his footsteps,' heard at a distance, had brought a

bri>rht eolor into Di'lphiiie do Xucir.,tren'ri fair face.

"Goot-tav. my tear de :MarFay," said the Baron. "Take

my blace ; (lere are a lot ' Peoples in my ofTice, doy say. Who

knows wl'.y? l>e ^Mines .1. Wortschinne are baying two hun-

(lerd ber cent ! Yes. I have receifeil ^o aggounts. You haf a

hnnderd tousand francs more of ingoin dis year, Montame de

Nieliinguenne; you could buy girdles and kew-kaws to make

vourself prettv. as if you neetcd doni
!"

"(iood heavens!" exclaimed Birotteau. "The Ragons have

Fold their shares!"

"Who may these gentlemen be?" asked the young dandy

with a smile.

"])ere!" said Nucingen, who had gone as far as the

door alreadv, "it looks to me as if dose bersons. . .
.

Te Marsay," dis is Meinnesir PirOdot. your berfumer, who

L'ifs palls mit Asiatic magnificence, and has been degoraded

liv de King
"

De Marsav. taking up his eyeglass, remarked. "Ah! to be

Mire. T thought that the face was familiar. Then are you

.ihoul to perfume your affairs with some ethcacious oil, to

iiiake them run smoothly?"
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"Ach ! veil, (loi^o nakkoii^ liad an a.ir.iroiint mit mo," tho

Baron went on. "I ])iit dcin in dc vay of ein fortiuie, and

doy co\dd iiol vait one more ilay for it."

"M. If Baron!" cried Kiri)tteaii.

The wortliy perfuiiier found himself very inneh in tho dark

nhout his affairs, and fled after tlie lianker without taking

leave of the Baroness or of de Marsay. M. de Nu('in<ren was

on the lowest step of the stairs, !)ut even as he readied the

door of his oiliee. Birotteau was heside him. As he turned the

handle, he saw the despairinji j,^esture of the poor creature,

for whom the <.nilf was yawnin^^ and said :

"Eh! it is understood, is it not? See du Dillet, and ar-

ranehe it all mit him."

It oeeurred to Birotteau that do Marsay niiirht have some

inflnenee with the Baron; ho darted upstairs witli tho speed

of a swallow, and slipped into the dininjf-room where, by

rirriits. the Baroness and de Marsay should have been, for

he had left Delpliine waitinji for her eoffee and eroani. Tho

eoffoe indeed was now waiting, hut tho Baroness and tho

younp dandy had vanished ; the servant looked amused at

Birotteau's astonishment, and there was notliin": for it but to

go more leisurely downstairs ajzain. From tho Xuoinpens'

hotel be went at oneo to du Tillot, (mly to hear that he was at

Mnie. l{o<ruin's house in the eountry. He took a cab, and

paid an extra faro to be driven to Xoiront-sur-Marne as

(piiekly as if ho had traveled post. But at Nogont-sur-

Marne the porter told him that Motisicur ami Madame had set

out for Paris, and Jiirotteau returned quite tired out.

When he told his wife and <lauirbter the story of his ex-

cursion, he was amazed to receive the swoote.-t consolation

and assurances that all would ,i£o well from (,'onstance, who

had always taken all the little ups and downs of business as

occasions on which to utter her bodiriix cries.

At seven o'clock the next mominu-. Birotteau took up his

position liefnre du Tillet's door in the dim liirlit. He bosrffed

the porter to put him into comnuinication with du Tillet's

man, anil, by dint of slipping ten francs into the porter's
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hand?, obtained the favor of an interview witli dn Tillct'.s

man; of him he asked to give him an interview with du Tillet

a^ >oon as du Tillet shouM Ix' visible, and to that end a couple

nf pold pieces found their way into the pos^session of du

TilU'tV man. By way of these little sacrifices and great hu-

miliations, common to courtiers and petitioners, he attained

his end. At half-past eight, when his ex-assistant had slipped

iiri a dressing-gown and shaken olF tlie confiix'd ideas of a man
awakened from sleep, had yawnetl. -tretciied himself, and

asked pardon of his old master, Rirottean found himself face

to face with the tiger thirsting for revenge, the man whom
he was fain to consider as his one friend in the world.

"Do not mind me." said Birotteau. replying to tlie apology.

"What do you want, my (jood Cfsarf asked du Tillet; and

Cesar, not without terrible palpitations, gave the Baron dn

N'ueingen's answer and demands to an inattentive listener,

who looked about for the bellows, and scolded his man-

servant for taking so long over lighting the tire.

Cesar did not notice at first that if the master was not

heedful, the man was interested; hut seeing this at last, he

jrrew confused and broke off, to begin again, spurred on by

a "(Jo on, go on; I am listening,'' from the a!)stracted banker.

The good "i.an's shirt was soaked with perspiratii>n, which

turned icy cold when du Tillet looked full and steadily at

him, and he could see those eyes of silver streaked with a few

gold threads; there was a diabolical light in them which

[lierced him to the heart.

"My dear master, th(.' Bank refused your paper, passed on

to Gigonnet withunt (guarantee by the firm of Claparon; is

that my fault ? What ! you have been a judge at the Consular

Tribunal, how could you nuike sueii blunders ? 1 am. before

il! things, a banker. I will give you my money, but I could

not expose uiy signature to a refusal from the Bank. I live

by credit. So do we all. Do you want money ?"'

"Can you let me have all that J need in cash?"

"That depends upon the amount to be paid. How much
do you want i""
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"Thirty thousand fran(>."

"Plt'iitv of chimiun-pols tumblin<r about my oars I"

claimed hu Tillct, and iir l>iirst into a lauirli.

The perfumer, misli'd by the splciulnr of du 'Pillft's pur-

roundingy. c-hosc to rt'.irard that baiuh as a sign tliat the sum

was a mere trifle. He l)reathe(i again. Du Tillet rang the

bell.

"Tell the cashier to come up."'

"He is not here yet, sir," the servant answered.

"Those rogues are laughii.g at me! It is half-past eight;

they ought to have done a million francs' worth of business

by now."

Five minutes later, ]\I. Ix^gras came upstairs.

"How much have we in the safe?"

"Only twenty thousand francs. Your orders were to buy

thirty thousand livres per ..nnuni in rentes, at present price,

pavable on the loth."

"That is right ; I am still asleep."

The cashier gave Birotteau a sly glance, and went.

"If truth were banished from the eartti. she wo\dd leavo

her last word with a cashier." said du Tillet. "But have you

not an interest in little I'opinofs business, now tliat he has

just set up for himself r" he added, after a horrible pause,

in which the sweat gathered in drojjs (m Birotteau's fore-

head.

"Yes," said Cesar innocentl.-. "Do you think you could

discount his signature for a fair amount?"

"Bring ine fifty thousand francs' worth of his acceptances,

and I will get them negotiated for yor at a reasonable rate

by one trobseck ; very easy to do business with when he has

plenty of capital on his hands, and he has a good deal just

now."

Birotteau went home again heartbroken. He did not see

that bankers and bill-discounters were xMiding him ba'-kwards

and forwards in a game of battledore and shiittlecock : but

Constance guessed even then that it would be impossible to

obtain a loan of any sort. If three baid<ers had already re-
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fiised credit to a iiifin as well known as the doputy-mayor,

ivcry one would hear of it, and the Hank of France was no

1 "-rcr to bo thouj,dit of.

J'ry to renow" (tliis was ConstancoV advice). "Go to

your co-assofiatc, M. ('laj)aruii. to every one, in fact, whose
Itills fall due on the loth, and ask them to renew. There will

ie time enough then to go to bill-discounters with Popinot's

f

"To-morrow will be the llJth !" exclaimed Birotteau, worn
'lilt with anxiety.

He was "endowed with a sanguine temperament." to quote

ills own prospectus; a temperament upon which the wear and
tiiir of emotion and of thought tells so euormou.sly, that sleep

- imperatively needed to repair the waste. Cesarine brouLrht

'ler father into the urawing-rooiu. and played Rou<:srau's

Iheam, that cluirming coni|)osit ion of Herold's, while Con-
stance was Sewing by her husband".* side. The poor man lay

back on the ottoman eoucli. Every time his eyes rested on
!:is wife he saw a sweet smile on lier lips, and so he fell

a-leep.

"Poor man," said Constance. "What torture is in store

f'^r him! ... If only he can (>ndure it!"

"Oh, mamma, what is it!'"' asked Cesarine, seeing her

mother in tears.

"I see bankruptcy ahead, darling. If your father is obliged
!'• file his schedide, there must be no asking for pitv of any
• lie. You must be prepared to be an ordinary shop-girl, my
-< ir. if I see you doing your part bravely. I shall have
strength to begin life again. I know your father; he will

not keep back one farthing: 1 sliall give up my claims, all

that we have will be sold. 1"nke your clothes and trinkets to-

morrow to Uncle Pillerault: you are not bound to lose any-
thing, my child."

At these words, spoken with such devout sincerity. Cesar-
i tie's terror knew no bounds. She tlKtught of gcing to An-
-elnie, but a feeling of delicacy withheld her.

The next morning found Hirotteau in tlie Rue de Provence

(
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iit nine ""il " 1%. II,. liii.l nilKu a \i(tiiu I" fresh anxieties

of ii lotallv .HlTciviit kiiiil. To Imutow money is not neees-

siirily a (-..iii plicated in-oivs.-' in hiiMness: it is a matter of

dailv orciirniKv. for capital mnst always he found wher-

ever a nrw cnlcrjiri^e i^ Mart.d: hut lo ask a man to renew

a bill is in .omniernal eirel.^s what the I'olii-e Court

is to tlir Cnurt of .\~>izr: it i- a iirst stej. lo hankrnptey.

even as a iin-ilrm-aiinr is haif-way to a crime. 'I'lie secret

of your weaknos and \nur emharrassment passes (Hit of your

own kr, pinj:. A nienlianl ileli\ers himself up, bound hand

and fuMt, to iinother merchant, and charity is not a virtue

much [inKiiMd on the Stock Exchange.

The ]ierfumer. who hitherto liad walked the streets of

Tiiris wall bri-ht contideiit t'yes, now cast down by doubt>,

hesitated to ir,) to Claparon ; lie was iK-ginning to understand

that with bankers the heart is niendy a portion of the in-

ternal (( nnnmv. Claparon had seemed i" him so brutal in his

coarse hilarity, and he had fell so much vulgarity in the man,

that he shrank from approaching this creditor.

"lie is nearer the jieoplc perliaps he will have more soul!"'

This was the llrst word of accusation which the anguish of

his jHisitinn wrung from him.

Cesar glanced up at the windows, and at the green cur-

tains yellowed bv the sun ; then ho drew the last of his stock

of eouraire up from the depths of his soul, and climbed the

stairs that led to a shabbv mezzanine th)or. He read the word

Offirr, engraven in black letters on an oval brass-plate upon

the <loor, and knocked. No one answered, so he went in.

The whole place was something more than humble; it

savored of dire ])overtv. avarice, or iiegleet. No clerk showed

his face behind a barrier of nni.ainted deal, surmounted at

elbow height bv a bra-s wire lattice, an arrangement which

screened nIV an inner space occupied by tables and desks

of blackened wood. Scattered about the deserted otliees lay

inkstands, in which mold was growing, (luill-pens touzled

like a street nrchinV head, twi^te(l up into suns with rays;

the rooms were littered with cardboard eases, papers, and
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circular?, useless no doubt. The floor of the lobby was as

Morn, as damp and gritty as the tloor of a lodging-house

jiarlor. Through a door on which tlio word Counting-house

was inscribed, the visitor entered a second room, where every-

thing M-as in keeping with the sinister waggery displayed in

tlio first. In one corner stood a large cage of oak with a grill

"f copper-wire, and a cashier's sliding window. An enormous
iron letter-box had doubtless been abandoned to the rats for

i playground. The open door of this cage gave a view of

yet another of these whimsical ollices, and of a shabby and
worm-eaten green chair, a mass of horsehair escaping through
a hole underneath this piece of furniture in countless cork-

screw curls that called its owner's wig to mind. Evidently

this room had bet'n the drawing-room of the house before it

had been converted into oHices. but the only attempt at or-

i.amental furniture was a round table covered with a green
rloth, and some old chairs covered with black leather and
.iilorned with gilt nail-heads which stood about it. The
( himney-picce !iad some pretensions to elegance, the hearth-

stone was unblackened, and there were no visible signs that

a fire had been lighted there. The pier-glass above it, tar-

i:islied with fly-spots, had a mean lool:, so had a mahogany
I lock-case bouglit at the sale of some departed notary's of-

fi'-o furniture, a dreary object which enhanced the depressing

cfTect of the pair of empty candle-sticks and the all-pervading

sticky grime. The dinginess of the paper on the walls, drab
^i ith a rose-colored border, spoke plainly of the habitual

jircsence of smokers and alisence of ventilation. The whole

-liilc-looking room resembled nothing so much as a news-
jiaper editor's olhce. Birotteau, afraid of intruding on
the banker's privacy, gave three sharp taps on the door op-

]">site the one by which he had entered.

'Tome in!" cried Claparon, and the sound of his voice
i\ idently came from a room beyond. The perfumer could
li'ar a good fire crackling on the hearth, but the banker was
!; it there. Tliis apartment did duty, as a nuitter of fact,

f r a private office. Frangois Keller's elegantly furnished
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.-aiu-tiiin (liir.'ivd fniiii ihc ^M-<)t.s(|U<' iR';:lf.t of tliij' plmm

ciipitiiliM"- >iirr(>uii(liii-s ;is widrly as Vcrsaill.-s (lilT.TS fruin

llic win-uain uf a lliirnii chief; aii.l Uirott.'au, wlio had he-

held Ihc -lories of the liaiiking worhl, was al)out to he intro-

duced In it- hhickguanlisiii.

In a -.11 nf ol)hiii<,' d.'iu contrived heliind the private of-

fice, while the wiioh- of the furniture, scarcely ele;,Mnt in its

linnie. had hcen hatlenil. hrokeu, covered with j^reaso, slit to

ra<;s. --il d and .-poilcd hv the sloveidy hahits of the occupier,

reriiiied ChijMroi!. u ho.' at M.Lrht of I'.irotteau, Ihmg on a

lilth.v di. r!n---oun. laid down his inpe, and drew tlio bed-

curtain. V. nil a ha>te that seemed suspicious even to the in-

uoceiil |M iriniirr.

'•'I'akr a seal, sir." said du TiHefs hanker pui)pot.

{•japaroii wiihont his wi.L% Ins liead tied up in a bandauii

handken hief all awrv. was to Hirotteau's thinking' the uphv

rei)ulsive in that his'lno.e dressin--<;owu gave glimpses of a

unndocript knitted woolen garment, once white, but now a

diuL'v brown, from indi'llnitely jirolouged wear.

'•Will voii breakfast with mey" asked Claparon, l)ethiuking

him^elf of llie ball, and prompted partly by a wi^li to turn

the tables on Ids host, partly l)y anxiety to put I'.irotteau oli:

the scent. And. in l)oint (d' fact, a round table hastily

cleared .d' jjapcrs. was suspiciously suggestive; for it displayed

a imte. ..voters, white wine, and a dish of vulgar kidneyN

snrlis (in'riii <lr Chmn iniiiiir. cooling in their gravy, while an

omelette with triillles was browning before the sea-coal tin'.

'|"he table wa< set for two persons; two tal)le-mii.kins. soiled

at su]iper on the ju-evious evening, would have enlightened

the pure-! innocence. Claparon. in the character of a man

who has a belief in his own adroitness, insisted in spite of

liirotteau's i-efusals.

'•! >liniild bv rights have had somebodv to breakfast, hut

that somebodv has not kept the api)ointmeut," cried the cun-

niiu: eommeivial traveler. >peaking loud, so that the words

might reach the ears <d' an amlitor hiding under the blanket-.

"1 have come o: iin-ine-< puiv and simple, sir," said Birot-

tcau, "and i shall not detam }uu long."
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'•'I nm ovorwliclniod with bu?inc?s." returned Claparon.

.iiitinf,' to a rvlindtr desk and to the table?, which wcro

!n .iiK'd up witli papers, "not a poor little minute may I have

: ' myself. I never see people fxtcpt on Saturdays; but for

i!i. my dear pir, I am always at home. I have no time left

; iwadays for love-atfairs or lounjrin^ about; I am lo.^incr

ilie business instinct, whieh takes intervals of carefully-timed

illencss. if it is to keep its fresluicss. Xobody sees? me bn.ey

iloin;,' notliini.; in the boulevards. Pshaw! business bores me.

I don't caro to hear any more about business at present; I

: ive money enou^di, and I shall never have pleasure enou<ifh.

My word, I have a mind to turn tourist and see Italy. Ah!
liloved Italy ! fair even amid her adversity, adorable land,

v.liere, doubtless, I shall find some majrnificent, indolent

Italian beauty ; I have always admired Italian women ! Have
you ever had an Italian mistress? No? Oh, well, come to

lialy with mo. We will see Venice, the city of the Doges,

fallen, morc's the pity, into the hands of those philistines

tlie Austrians, who know notliini,' of art. Pooh! let us leave

laisiness, and canals, and loans, and governments in peace.

' am a prince when my pockets are well lined. Let us travel,

i»y Jove
!''

"Just one word, sir, and I will go," said Birotteau. 'TTou

I i^scd my hills on to M. iiidault."

"Gigonnet, you mean; nice little fellow, Gigonnet; a man
'IS easy-going as a—as a slip-knot."

"Yes," said Cesar. "I should bo glad—and in this matter

I am relying on your integrity and honor— (Claparon bowed)

— I should be glad if I could renew "

"Impo.'sible," said the banker roundly—"impossible. I

am not the only man in the affair. We are all in council,

"lis a regular Chamber; but that we are all on good terms

aniong ourselves, like rashers in a pan. Oh, we deliberate,

that we do! The building land by the Madeleine is nothing:
-> <> are doing other things elsewhere. Eh ! my good sir, if we
were not busy in the Champs-filysees, near the new E.\-

etumge which has just been finished, in the Quartier Saint-

It^?
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Lazan' .iiid jilioiit the Tivoli, wo slionld not 1m' riniitirirrn, as

old Niicinu'cn says. So wliat is the .M/ulclciiic? A little speck

of a l)Usiiie>s. I'rrrI we do not daiilile, my j^'ood sir," he said.

tuppiii;: Birotteaii's clust, and ^'ivin;; liini a hufr. "There,

rnine ami liavc your hreakfast. and we will have a talk."

Claparnn continued, hy way of softeninj,' his refusal.

''Hy all means." siiid IJirottoau.
—"So much the worse for

the other." thouL'ht he. lie wr)uld wait till the wine went to

Claparon's lic.id. and find out then who his partniTS really

wore in tlii.s .-iffair. wliii h he;:an to have a very shady look.

"That is ri.L'ht :— Victoirc!" shout( d the hanker, and rt

the call appeared a •.'enuine Ix'onarda, tricked out like a fish-

wife

"Tell the elerk.s that T cannot see anyhody, not even Nu-
oinpen. Keller, (Jifrr)Tinet. iind tlie re.>-t of them!"
"Then' is no one here hut M. Lempereur."

"He can receive the fashionaliles." said riaparon, "and
the small fry need not po hevnnd the puhlic otlice. They
can he told that I am meditating how to get a pull—at a

bottle of champairne."

To make an old eomnieroial traveler tipsy is to achieve

the impopsihle. Cesar had mistaken his hoon oompanion's
Bymptoms, and thought his hoisterous vulgarity was due to

intoxication, when he trieil to shrive him.

"There is that rascal Rognin still in it with you," said Birot-

tean : "ought ymi not to write and tell him to help out a

friend whom he has left in the lurch, a frund with whom ho

dined every Sunday, and whom ho has known for twenty

years?"

"Hojruin? A fool: we ]iav(> his share. Don't be down-
hearted, my jrood friend, it will he jill right. Pay on the 15th.

and that done, we shall see! 1 sav, "we shall see'— (a glass of

wine!)— hut the capital is no concern of mine whatever. Oh!
if you should not pay .-it all, / should not ^ive you hlack looks;

my share in the atfair is limited to a jiereentago on the pur-

chase-money, and somethinu down on the completion of

the eoniraol, in consideration of which I brought round the
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Millions. Do you iindcr.-timd ? Vour n-- xiutos ari'

^' loil ini'ti, so I iiiii not iifraiil, rii\ ilcnr Kir Hiisiii.»s i~ so

liividc'^ up iionailii\ Iv-cn- liusiiicsh ro(|Miri's tlie co-opera-

ii'iii of so many specialists I Do you join tlu- n-st of us?

Then i!o Jiot (lalililc in combs and pomade pots—a paltry way
"f doing business; Hoeee the public, and go in for the specu-

liition."

"A speculation?" asked the prfumcr: "u hat sort of busi-

tii'S.s \s it?"

"It is commerce in the abstract," replicrl riaparon, "an
alTair which will only come to lij^ht in ten years' time at the

hulding of the great Nucingen. the Napoleon of finance, u

scheme by which a man embra I's sum-totals, and skims the

(ream of j)roiits yet to be mai" ; a gigantic conception, a

iiicthod of marking expectations like timber for annual fell-

ing; it is a new cabal, in short. There are but ten or twelve of

lis as yet, long-headed men all initi led into the cabalistic se-

( rets of these magnificent fomi)inations."

Cesar opened his eyes and ears, trying to comprehend these

mixed metaphor.*.

"Listen to me," Claparon continued, after a pause; "such
strokes as these need capable men. Now, there is the man
who ha? idea.s but has not a penny, like all men with ideas.

That sort of man spends and is spent, and cares for noth-
ing. Imagine a pig roaming about a wood for truOles. and
a knowing fellow on his tracks; that is the man with the

money, who waits till he hears a grunt over a find. When
the man with the ideas ha< hit upon a good notion. t!ie man
uiih the money taps him on the shoulder Mith a 'What is

tliis? You are putting yourself in the furnace-mouth, my
I' lod friend; your back is not strong enough to carrv this;

i: -re are a thousand francs for you, and let nir put this affair

)n working order." (i(K)d ! Then the banker summons the

nianufacturer.s
—

'Set to work, my friends! Out with your
! losfHjctusesI Blarney to ihe death I' Our come the hunt-
!:ii:-horns, and they pipe up witii '.\ hundred thousand francs

i'T live sous!'—or five sous for a hundred thousand francs.
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frold-iiiiiKv-, i-ial-iiiiii' <; mII tin- floiirislns ;in<l iiliinun,- of

•.•uiiiiiicici'. ill ^h'lrt Art mul Mifiicr tu<- p.'iid t ) ;;ivc tlu-ir

opiuiiiii tlif jilTiir i- |iiirii<l'(i nliout. the piililir nu-lics into it,

and rcc't'ive* piip'T fur it- hikih v. iitHJ our taking's arc in (nir

hands TIk- |)i-r i.- .sifi- in iiis >-tv with h\> ]intatoc>, and

the rest of tlniii aiv wallowinjr in l)ills of oxdiati^'r. 'IMiat i>.

how it is (lone, my dear ^ir. (in in fnr :-pc( ulation. What do

you want to hr? A piu' or a frull, a (hiwn or a niiihonairc?

Think it over. I hivr .-uinnicd iiji tlic ni'Klcni theory of

loans for you. Conic to -cc mi'; you will (ind a <.'ood fellow,

always jolly. French joviality, at once ^rravc and .uay. does

no harm in l)n.-ine.«>. quite the contrary I Men who can drink

arc niadf to undiT.-tand each other. Conic I nnotlicr class of

champafrnc? It is choice wine, ch ? It was sent mo hy a man

at fifu'rnav. for whom 1 liavc sohl a ^nxid deal of it. anil at

pond prices too ( I usid to he in tlie wine trade). Ho shows

his jrratitude, and rcincndiiTs me in my prosperity. A rare

trait."

Birotteau. bewildcnMl hy this flippaiu'y and careless tone

in a man whom everyliody credited with such astimishincr

profundity and hreadth. did not darn to rpiestion him any

further. But in s[)itc of the confusion and excitement in-

duced by unwonted potations of cliamy)a.trne, a name let fall

by dn Tillet came np in his mind, and he aski d for the ad-

dress of a l)ill-discounter named (iohseck.

"Is that what you are aft(T. my dear sir!'" asked Claparon.

"Gobseck is a bill-discounter in tiio same ?en.=o that the han<r-

man is a doctor. The lirst tiling that he says to you is 'Fifty

per cent.' He hclonirs to the scIhvjI of llarjiajron : he will

supply vou with canary birds, and stufTed boa-constrietors.

with furs in summer and nankin in winter. And whoso bill-^

are vou jroinir to offer hiniy He will want yon to deposit

your wife, your dau^diter, your umbrella, and evervtbinir

that is yours, down to your hat -box. your cloirs (do you wear

hintrcd cIol^s?). poker and tonirs. and the firewood in your

cellar, before he will take your bills with your bare name
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fntliL'tJi!
. . . (i<»bs('(k I (ioli-ick : 111 llic iinnic of luis-

fiirfiuic, who .-cut voii to tlic >;uiili tmc of coiMiiicrcur''

"M. (Ill Tillrt.""

"Oh I the ni^'uc; just like him. W'l' ii-cd to ho friends

(iiKc upon a time: iiiid if the i|Uiincl lia> ^miic so fiir tliat

vvi' do not .-pciik to I arh othiT imu, I have ;:oo(l rra.'ion for

di.-likiiij: him. hflicvr im I lie let iiic Ml' the liottum of his

(•old of mud, and lie iiiailc iiic iiiu omlortahlc at that line hall

\ou pivc. I (.lunot hfar iiiiii. with the coxtuiiih air.-i he ^iven

ii.m.-olf, hccaux' lu' iia.s thi' isnml <^v,nv^ of a /hihirixscf 1

luuld have iiiar(|ui-cs m_\>clf if I laid a mind: lie will iicvor

have my csticm, 1 know. Ah I my isti cm is a priiuc'^.s who will

never take up too much room on hif^ pillow. 1 -.iv iliou;,di. old

iiiaii, you are a funny one to a'lw us a hall, and then cotiR'

and ask us to renew two months aftcrwaril.- 1 Yon are likely

to go far. Ijct us ;,'o into speculation to^rether. You have a

rharacter; it would he useful to inc. Oh I du 'rillct was born
lo understand (Joh.M'ck. Du 'I'illet will come to a had end
in the Place de Greve. If. as they say, he is one of (iohseek's

lambs, he will soon come to the length of his tether. (Job-

.M'ck squats in a corner of his wcli like an old spider who has

M'cn the world. Sooner or later, :ii( ! and tlu; moncv-leiider

i-ueks in his man like a ;rlass of wine. .So much the belter!

Du Tillet played mo a trick— oh I a scurvy trick'"'

After an hour and a half spent in listeiiiiiL' to ineanin;;-

less prate, liirofteaii tIet.Tmiiieil to eo, fur the commercial
traveler was j)re[iarin>,' to relate the adventure of a repre-

M'ntative of the [lople at ilarseilles, who h.id fallen in love

with an actress who pl,iye(l (he part of La licllc Arsiur. The
Royalist [lit hissed tlu? lady.

"Up he frets," said (.'lajiaron, "and stands holt uori^dit in

his bo.\. 'Arte tpti I'a sihlh;T .says he; "((/.'
. . . .</

c'pst ouiu fcnr,ne, ;V l'ainpr{>n' ; si c'fsl ounc lioinmc. nmi^
'•" verrons; si cent ni Van ni Viiutti', (/iie Ic trmui di Dion '<

cnrK.'' . . . How do you think the adventure endt'd ?"

"Good-day, sir," said liirottcau.

"You will have to come and see me," said Claparon at thi-.
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"Cayron's tir.-t l,ill lui.s (.oiiiu back protested, am] I am the in-
dorser; I have rriiiibui>eu tlie inoiiev. and 1 shall Hond it

OH In yon. I'm- ljii>iiiess is business."

Binilicau tVit tins cool all'cetation of a readiness to oblige,
as he had ahv.idy felt Kell.T's hanirios and Xueingen's Teu-
tonic l.aiit.r. in his very heart. The man's familiarity, hia
protes(|nr (•..nlidpiiccs made in the jreneroiis ;,do\v of cham-
pa^nie. jiad bmi like a bli<.dit to tlie perfumer: he felt as if he
were leaviriLr m.i;,,. ,.vil iiaunt in the world financial.
He walkrd down>t.iir>; he found himself in the streets and

went, not knouin:: uliither he went. He followed the boule-
vard tdl he reached the IJue Saint-Denis, then he hethou-ht
himscll ,,| Mwlinciix. and turned to go towards the Oour
Batave. Il<. in<.iini,(l tli.^ same dirtv tortuous staircase which
ho had iiM-rnd, d hut iatrly i„ the pride of his glor^-. He re-
memiiend Moiiii,.n\'s peevish meanness, and winced at the
thou-hi of i.skin- .-, f.ivor of him. As on the occasion of hi.
pnviou. \,.,t. he fnuiid the owner of house property by the
fire..Hl<.. but ihN time he had eaten his breakfast. Birotteau
fornudiited Iii> demand.
"Renew a bill f,.r twelve luindred francs?" said Molineux.

with an in. n dnlnn- .mile. '-Vou do not mean it, sir. If you
have not twelve hundred francs on the IT.th to meet my bill
will y.Mi please to srnd me back my receipt for rent that has
not been paid? Ah! I .should be angry; I do not use the
f'lightest <eremony m money matters; my rents are mv in-
come. If I acted otherwise, how should I pay my wav'» \
man in business will mt disapprove of that wholesome rule.
Money knows nobo,ly

; money has no ears; money has no
iH'.irt. It IS ,1 eold winter, and h.-re is firewood dearer again
It voii ,]n not pay on the l.-,th, you will receive a little sum-
rn-iN by noun on the Kith. Pshaw! old Mitral, who serves
u.nr |.rnc,.s>es. acts for me too; he will send you vour sum-
in-n~_in an enveloj.e. with due regard for your high posi-

"A urn ha,- never been served on nie, sir," said Birot-
teau.
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"Everything,' inu..t hav<. a .-innii,-," retoried Molincux
I h... prrfuiiiLT wa« taken :.} lek by the little old man^ frank

T' roeay; the knell of er.dit nu.^^ ,n Ins ears; and .vrv fresh-n.ke awoke men.ones of his own sayings as to l,ankrumoie^
!";'""pted In- lus remorseless ji.rispruden.v. Those opinions

hi. sermed to he traeed in liters of iire on ,ho soft sub--Miiee of ins brain.

•By the by," Molineux was s;,yin^^ "yo„ forpt to write
1

or \alue rocoived in rent' across your hills; that nii-ht -nve
IK' a preferential claim."

'

•'My position forbids nie to do anythin;: to the prejudice
n.y creditors, said Birotteau, daz.d by that .diinps',. into

'If <:ult before hini.

"(;oo,l. sir, v,.ry ^ood. I thought that 1 ha-l nothin- left to'rn in my dealing.s with messieurs mv tenants. You have
^^Hi^dit me never to take bilks in pavmcnt. oh •

I vilj fake
;|>"

thing into (.'ourt, for your answer as gnod as tells' me
'.'t you will not meet your enrraj:em..nts. Tlie case touches•\ery landlord in Paris."

Birotteau went out, siek of l,fe. Feeblo and tender natures
-K. heart at the first rebuff, just as a firs, success puts cour-
j.'.' into them. Cesar's only hope n.uv L,v i„ little Popinot'.s

'
.'vot.on; hi.s thoughts naturally turned to him as he pa.ssed

I lie Marche des Innocents.
"Poor boy! who would have told me this when 1 startedhim SIX weeks ago at the Tuileries

"

^a^e the Palais. As it fell out, the elder I'opinot had gone- see his nephew. The examining magistrate, who in n.oral
'l"ostions had a kind of second-sight which laid hare the-ret motives of other.s, who di..cerne,I the uuderlvin.'
-;.;:nificance of the most commonplac actions of dailv 'lif.r
-H" germs of crime, the roots of a mis.lemeanor. wa^ watch-
liu' Birotteau. though Biroifau di.l not su.peet it Rirot--n. seeme,! to be put out by finding the uncle with theK-phew: the perfumer's manner was constrained he was pn-
'upied and thoughtful. Little Popinot, busv as usual with
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(lis pen IhImihI I

Iji't'orc ('('.-iiriiii'. I'

1I-- f'iir. .ilu-.ivs A'll Hat. fit:

ilh.T. (

iinitivclv spoiilvin:

})artriii-. tn ih ' jnil-v.s iliinkin

'sars mraiiini:I"ss rcm-.rks to hi

ini|)(prlanl ilcinaiid ua>
Well' fiicrcl-, scri'ci

tile >llnp. ilicrvroiv. il

nepl

i> alH.iit to Im. ina.lf. ln>tca(l uf leav

!••«. for lir lliniiirht that (

If >lircu(l mail of I;

1^, .sonic

iiii:

nv stavc'd with his

mil l)v inakii rj a iiiiiM' hiiiix'lt'. At

»'>ar woiihl try to <:ct rid of

lean liai .-"'II'. the illiL'c ("Ili'UVil. hut 1

J'""i^^iii^^ aln,,.- ,h,. K',„. ,1... (•|P<,-F)ia.iiaiit.
<ii till' l.'iii' .\iil,i-\-l

l>IVi| .-U>piri(i|

Irustni (

watclicd I

I'l ><> It was. When Birot-

ic noticed (V'.sar

in the (lircctioii
'-lion.-hrr. 'i'his indnitciv Miiall matter

!'.""'." '" "'< "'i'xi "f I'opinot the 'cMrr; ho inis-
«-arMi,i,.nt!ons wmt ah)ii- tho lUw d.-s Lomhards.

jicrf iiin(

pronipijv repaired thither.

I" L'-o hack to Anseleline's sh op, and

-My dear

Voil to do 1

'piiiot." Cesar had
I i'» <io iiic a service.

"W'hal I- I here to he d one a^ked
eau'eriii

^am. '! have come to ask

opinot, with generous

A I • Villi ;j-|\-e 111 (•riec

"I llii.^ uarnith from the heart tli.it

after til

1 file p-ood man, rej

<'iit a <^\o\v throii<rh 1

OlClPi,^

11111
I'.iM. twenty-five days of .Jacial cohl. "[t is tliis to

;';'"" "'•' '" '!niw a hill o„ von o„ acco„„t of mv share of
•'"• !"'"fits: w.. will ..<.,, le h,,u,„.n onr^dve. " "

''"fniof looked steadily at
( V-ar : ( e.ar h.wered his eve•'n-.at,hat momem

, he ma.lM rate reappeared
^

•;yhov--(.h: I he^voiir pardon. M.Hirottcan-mvhov.
'^'"^-

". •" --'.v
• . .

and with the imperative .resture

;;;;;';'V''
''••-'-'''•• inM-.A'^Hon. th^dder i^,pm^^^

-led and n, shirt-sleeve, a. he was. in the direction of the'>ne (ie> l.oiiihanl-.

••Vonr old ma.ti.r will verv lik,.|v fi,,^ himself in sueh

Ti;
'" mav i,e liirc.il -o file his schedule, nephew.

1^'
.

e a man comes to that, a n,an wh.. nm- he. hn. a m^^^^^^

-^
MS

.
ar- of npri.

,
dea-in.. nav the verv hest of men.in liK anxieiv t,, ^av "- li-nor. will l„.|,ave like the mo.«t

franti, ^anihler. Men ,n lliat pivdicment will do anything.
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Th.n- will M'll tlicir wiv,> ;in.l tnillir in ilirir ,l;in-lit,.r< •

th.^v
••nil brm.ir tl,..ir 1,,.-, frH'u.ls i„tn ti,.. mt.-,,.,.. an,! ,.,u-m prop-
riv whuh .> nui ilH.irs: tiirv uHl .•„ lo ,1,,. i:;,n,i„,.-ial.lo
•:,rn artors-n.v. liars; th.-v will ,1,..,! ,„„. at nr,.,| In
^li-rt, J have- knowi, them do tl„. most rxtraonlinarv thin-^
^ou voursHI kn.Av how jr„u,l-na(„n..l Un^julu was, a man
""" I'H'kcl as th,.n-Ii l,„tu.r w..„i,I „nt nH-lt in his mouth
"•not prvss tho,. con.lusinns !i,,„„. in Ai. P,iroit,.airs ca.,.-

I i-'«;u. that hr is honest: hut if h.. >l,on!,| a>k- vo,, to .l.
•inythin^r at all irn-nlar. no mattor what it i- if ho «hotiI.l
»nnt you. f,,,- mstanr-... to acvpt acconun.Mlai ion i,ills ami
-. start you m a .y^lrm which, to mv wav of thinkin- i< the
l--'-nninp of all sorts r.f rasralitv (for it is ,nunt..rf..it paprr-
'"'-ney). promiso me that you will si^ni iiuthini: without first
•"sultinir me. Von must n'mcmlMT that if vou lov.- his
'.^m.irht.T. ..von f,.r your own sake an.l hers, vou mu^t not
i-il your future. If M. Itiroi-,.,,! n-u^t .-ometo .rn,.f M-hutN t'"' i>>«- of pnni: with him:- What is it hut euttin-- vour-
-Ives ofl from all ehan.e of escape throu-h vuir husinoss
V' ^neh will h,. his rrfuirer"

'Thank vou. iinele: a wonl to th,. wise is sutlieient " said
\n.-elme: his iim-le's words explained that h.^irtrendin- orv
from his master.

_

The tnerchant wlm dealt in dn,-<:i.ts' ni|. and sundries
"'ked thou-htful a> he ..ntered his dark .hnp. P.irott..au
siw the ehan^je.

"Will you honor me hv eomiu- up t.. mv room- we ean
Mik more at our ease there than here. 'i'l„: a-i.-ta.it.s husv
'- they are. uii^dit overhear lis."

Hirotteaii followed Poj.ino). a vieimi to ^m, h rr,,,.! suspense
1-^ the condrmned man know<. whil,. 1,,' wai;s fur a reprieveT the rejection of hi-: appeal.

••'S\y dear hnvfaetor." .\n^elnir In.-an. '-vou do not douht
my devotion: it i> hiiml. i>,.rn,i, „,,. p, ,.,-k hut -.ne thin-.
>ill tins sum of money save you once and f,n- all? Or will
' morelv put ofT ..„„„ ,,,ta.troph,.:- in wliieh ease, what is

!lie nsp of earryini: me with vou? Vou want h,;ls at ninefv

Iff
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days. \'vv\ well, hut i iitn surf tliiii 1 i

to mept thfiii in tl

iivm hall not bo able

irri' iiHiiir iis' tini

Birnit iiu, white .Hid I'ra w. rii.-r Id liir- IVci, and looked into
OpillMt < |;icc

I'upiiiot, in alarm, crii'il. "l will du it if MIU wi,~h It.

'( nLrrat<'ful (i_\ ." crifd the pcrl'iuiicr. ;.fathi'rin<r all hi

ptrcniith to Imrl at .\i!>fliiii' the uonls which .-^hduhi brand
him lis nitaiiiiiu>.

P>iriit lean u;ilkfd tu ;!i(' door ar'd went. I'dpiiiut, n-covpr-

iiii: frmii till' MMisiimn « lij. h ihi' i-rnldi' words had ]ir(Hluc.'d

in him. darted dclWIl^tair^ and rii~lied iiitn the street, hut .saw

no sitrii nf the [lerfiimer. The dreadful wurd- of doom ran;,'

in the rai- of ( 'e.-aiiiie".> |.i\i f, [MMir ( 'esar's face of an;^ui.<ih

was always before hi> e\.- he lived, indeed, like Hamlet,
haunted by a jrliastly -jiectre.

Ilirotteau sta^'L'ered aloni'- I he street- like a drunken man.
Tie found himself at la-t on the (^lai, and followed its course
te Sevre-. where he spent the ni.Ldit in an inn. stupefied with
sorrww; and his friirhtened wifo dared not iiiak( any inipiiries

f"r bmi. I'nder '^iieli einiitii-tanee-. it is fatal to ijive the

alarm ra>hly. ( 'on-tan. r ui-ely imnndaled lier anxiety to her
lni>baiid"- bii-iiK-- ninnaiioii; >lie <n\ up all ni::ht for liiiti.

nim>rlii>L'- prav. r- with her fears. Was f'esa/ dead? Had he

left I'ari- in iIh. pur-nit of -ome hist hope? WIkmi niorninL''

came, -lie l).'iia\'d a-

sence : hut wli.'n at ''%<

sent Word to I

Aiv knew the cause of his ah-

doek Cesar had not returne d, sh.^

iiT nil. ami l)et:;,'ed him t.i l'o to tlie Morgue.
.All throiiLrh that .lav th.- brave woman -at at her desk, her

it her sad-loe. aiiM. nf<laiiLr!iter dointr her embrmderv bv her

nor -miliiiL'. b.)th e.mfronted tlie public witli (piiet faces.

When Pillerault came, he brmiLdit CiVar with him; he had
in. t h;- III...'- hu>band afl 'r ('han-v in th.' Palais Hoval,
lie-iia!!nu to enter a franiinp-hou.^e. 'i'hat day was the 14th.

('.-ar cMild .at iiothini: ,it diniii'r. His >t.>mach. too vio-

lently c.tntracled, rej.'ct.-d foo.l ; it was a miserable meal;
li-i 11 wa- not So ba.l a- ih.' eveiiitiL' lliat earn, after it. For
till- iiundredth time, tl le nienhaiit experienced one of tli
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.<ioous altt^nallon^ of dc-i-air iind hnyv which wvnr ,)ui wt^ak
I ituro, when tb. -.,ul f)a>--> ihn.iipli tne whole scale of ^onsa-
• ous. tr...,i th*- !H-h,.>t [Hi.'h ,.f j,n :o the l(.w.->t depths of
opair. Derv.ile, tbr eonsuitm^r harri>fer. ru-lied into the
i'^ynd.J drawnig-nH,,K Mnie. (e>ar had dnne overvth.np

''' IHT power to k-ecr iier p..or husband there; he had wanted
';' ^k;^p in :r,e attit, -=k) a= not to s.v the ni-numents of mv
' 'lly, he siid.

•'

"We iwue gaine,. the day." cried Derville,
At the«^ word.. :i„ lines in ('..sar-s face wn- snm„rhe<l out

'

I lus joy alarnH'd P.lierault and DcrviH,.. Tlu. twr, fright-
iH.d women wem away to <Ty in Cesirine's ro.m,
Now I can borrow on the property I" exelaiined the per-

I II filer.
^'

"It would not !)e wise to do so." said Dervill..: -tliev have
piven notice of appeal, the Court-Ruval niav n-verse the de-
cision, hut we shall know in a month's time""
"A month !"

Cesar sank into a lethargy, from wliich no one attempted
to rouse him. This species of intermittent <atal,.psv. during
which the body lives and suffers while the a- !,on of the mind
:> suspended this fortuitous respite from mental an-Miish
H-as regarded as a godsend by Constance. Cesarine, PilLraelt'
:aid Derville-and they were right. In this uav I'.irotteaJ
was able to recover from the wear an<i tear nf'the ni-ht's
•
'notions. He lay in a low chair by the fireside: „ver against

l""i ^>=at his wife, who watched him ehx^Hv. wnh a -v.-t <mile
''' '''"' l'P--^-^ne of thos.' smiles whicl, j.rove thai uum..n are
•i-arer to the angels liian men. in that ihev .an hlend in-
•iite tenderness with the most sincTe r.„np,,.He,n a <ecret.nown only to the anirels whose presen.e „ rev.le,] ,„ „s in
'!:-• dreams providentially scattered at lo,,^^ uitervaN in the

nrse of human life. Cesarine. sitting „„ a font^tool at her
' "thers feet, now and again bent her head ,.ve,- h. r faiher's
Mnds and brushed them lightly with her jiair. a^ i! i,v tlii.
•"•ess she would fain communicate throiiirh the ^ens(. of
':'"•!> the thougiits whi.h at such a time are importunate
'Men rendered by articulate sneech.
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F'lllcrniilt. t!i;ii pliif,)>npli,r pivp.iiv.l for cwrv (iiKTironoy,
f^at in his jirriuli.iir. like tli.^ >tiitiM. ,,f tl„. ( 'li.ni.cllor of tlio
""I'll'i' in III'' pcri-tvlc of the ( •li.niihcr of Drpiilifs, woar-
in.L' the >;inh. I,,ok of ii,i,.||in,.„,,. uhich i- >t,-iini.r,l on tho
f.'iitiircsof ;m K-v|.liiin >|,liin\. ;.'i,l t.-ilkcd in a |.,u- voice with
Dcrvilli.. C^iiM.mcr h.id ivcomnioiKlr.l thiit tlic l.-iwvcr, wliow
(llSCTOtion W,!- ;iIm,\,. M|,|,iri,,n. >ll(Mlhl Im' ConHlIl.'l. Witli
(lio -.•lir,|,i|,. ,.,||v;Mly .!r,irio,i in hrr iiiin.]. slic laid tho s^itua-
tion hrfniv Drrvillr: and alhT an hoiir"s consultation or
thorcabout?. held in the presmce of tlie dozin- performer
Dervillc looked nt I'illcrault and sh(.ok- his iu-ad.

"^fndanie." f^aid he. witli the j)itiless c.olness (.f a man
of l.ii>ine>>. "von must file your fietition. Suppose that bv
some means or other ynu sh.,ul<l contrive to in.-et vour bills
t(.-niorro\r. von mnst eventnally pay at least three "thnusaiul
francs hefr.re you (an borrow on the wliole of vonr landed
prope^ .. To your liabihiies. amonntinir to five hundred and

i.-.ind fran.'s. \ou opp,,se assets ooTi>istinir of a ver}'
-md \ery f.romi>:in,ir piece of property which cannot
— vou inust irive up in a .iriven time, and it is bot-
opinion, to junii) from the window than to roll

-tair-

if that opiiuon. too. rnv cliild," said Pillerault.
e^ar _!!d I'illcrault Iioth went to the door with Der-

\ Ina

1 r.

I

1

\li

' 'esar

kcd

luiu'b

ii '!'
" said^ (', arine. ri^imz softly to put a kiss on

irei —"'I'll, ,, (.,,1,1,] Anselnie do nothing?" she
'' iiotlicr and iincl(i came in a<rain.
'•

111 lioy!" rried Cesar. The name had
ae sensitive sj)o| in his nn morv. like tho string

of a
I

UK. -nant to the stroke of the hammer.
Little

1 ,p not. meanwhile, since those words had been
liurled at liim like an anatliema. had not had a moment's
|>'.i"' >'V a wirdc of sleep. Tho hapless youth called down
niahdictioii.- on his um-l,.. and w.'iit in search of him. To
imlnrc e\perienc<> and h-al acumen to capitulate, young
Topinot poured forth all a lover's clo,pienc". hoping to work
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m the U'vVnv^, „f a j,ul;r-. I,„t l,L. wonl> >li,l „ut iUr .nan of
uwv like water over nildotii.

'r..,„nH.r,.,al us,.^.," ,,1.,„|..,I An..],,,,., "p.nnit^ a .looping
IMrtn.T <o draw to a (•.rlaiii r^uu\ „,„,„ hi. rn-a.MKiat'. on
arronnt of profit,; a,,,] j,, o.tr partnership \»e „„.J,t to put itn praetice. After looking into niv hii-iiM-- all rnnn.l I feel
Mire that I am -oo.i to pay forty tlinu>an,l fran,> in three
'n-nths time. M. (VsarV honesty p.,-.,,,!. n„. to f.vl ..onfi-
|-nt tlKjt hewiUns.. th.. fnrtythousuHl fran.s to „,.>et his
'•ill>. So, if ho fails, the ere.litors will have no ,-, a<on to
"Tnp ain of this action ,m our part. .\i„l hesi.l.s nnele I
uoul.i rather lose forty thousan.l fran,.s than ;:iw. „p Cew-
Hie. At this moment, whih- I am sp,.akinLr. she will have
.•I'vinl of „,,. r,.f,„,,i, and I shall he lower,.,! in her eves I
sn.l that I would piyn ,„y Ijf,, f,„. ,„^. henrfa.tor ! I am" in the
Mse of the youn- sailor who must -o to the hottom with his
'aptam, or the sohlier who is hound to perish with his cen-
rral.

"

'

"A pood heart and a had man of business: vou will not be
-wered in ;»^ .yos." said the jud-e. ^^aspin^r his nephew's
hand. I have thou-ht a -ood deal about tlii..." I„. rontinu. d •

1 know that you lo\e Cesarine to distraeti.m: I think that,
}ou can obey the laws of your heart without l.roakin- the>
Jaw,<; of commerce."
"Oh

!
uncle, if you have found out a wav. vou wi'l .ave mv

lionor." ' '
-^

"Ix>nd Birottcau fifty thousand francs on his pronrietarv
interest in your Oil; it has hcconie. as it were, a piece of
JToperty; I will draw up the document for vu."
Ansehne embraced his uncle, went honle. made out bills

for fifty thou.^and francs, and ran all th." wav from the Rue
'If'S ('m(i-I)iamants to the Place Vi-ndome: .,. that at thewry moment when Cesarine, her mother, and Pilh^rault were
.'.jziner at th.> perfumer, amazed h,v the sepulchral tone in
Hhich the words "I'n-rateful Ih.v I"' were uttered in answer to
ilie jrirl's question, the drawing-room door opened, and Popi-
not appeared.

*^



254 HKSK AM) 1 ALL OF CKSAK RIHOTTEATJ

"My ilciul} licInM'ii iiia-hr,'" he .-iinl, wiping,' tlic porspira-

tion fruui Ins :'(u-(lira(l, •lien.' ib lliu tiling for whith vou asked
me.

He !u'!(] out till' hills.

'Vcs. I lia\(' ihoiiu'lil •ii refill ly over rnv po.-ition; I shall

meet tlicni. iicscr fear I Sa \c vdiir honor

1 was (jiiitL' r-iiii' of liiin." i-ried (V'siriiio, ;.M-asping I'opi-

not's IuiikI coin ulsivtlv

Mnic. ('r.-ar ciiihraccil I'opiiioi. K' pcrfuiiHT rose out

of his iliair. like tlir riglitcoiis at the sound of the last trump,
he too was issuing from a toinh. Then witli frni/icd eager-
ness lie cliitclied the iiftv stamped jiapers.

"<>'!'• ' iHiit :"' cried liie >ierii I'liele I'illiTault. snatch-
ing up i'opinot"s itill.-. "One moiiieiit!"

The lour jier.-oiis comjiosiiig this family group— Ce.sar and
his wife. Cesiriiie and I'opiii.it— hewildered hy tlieir uncle's
interpo.-itiofi. and hy the tone in which he spoke, looked on in

terror wliil,. lie tore the hills to pieces and Hung them into the

fire, where they hlazed up before any one of them could stop
him.

"Unele!"

"Uncle !"

"Fncle !"

'•Sir!"

There were four voic"e.«, and four hearts in one, a formi-
dable unanimity. Tncle Tillerault put an arm round little

Popinot, hehl him tightly to his heart, and put a kiss on lii^

forehiNid.

"Vou deserve to be adored by any one who has a heart at

all." said he. "If yon loved my dauirhter. and she had a

million, and you had nothing hut thol" (he pointed to the
blackened .sTaps of paper), "you should marry lier in a fort-

night if she loved you. Your master." indicating Cesar, "is

mad.—Now. nephew," I'illerault began gravely, addressing
the perfuiiier, "no nion- illusions! Business must be ear-
ned oil with hard coin, and not with .sentiments. This i-

suhlime. hut it is useless. I have been on 'C'han're for a cuu-
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I'le of hours. N„ „„o will give von cndit fur two fiirthings;
'
wTvl)0(h- IS talkii!- al)out )our .lisii.«U-r; cs^TvlMMly kriowa

M.at vuu could M,>t ^vt rfiu'wals. that vou wnt in u...ro tlmn
'"r hanker, and that they wo.ihi have uothin- to siv to you,
"Hi all your oth.T fuili,-: it ,s known that you dimhod six
I'.'ir of .stairs to ask thr laihlnrd wh.. chattors like a jackdaw
I" renew a hill f„r iwelv,. hundrcl francs; everybody says
"lat you gave a hall to hide your .inharrassnient. .

I
' >'y Will say directly tiiat ynu iiad nu nu.nev deposited with

l.''KUin. l{()Kiiiii is a hiind. accordirii: t,. v.ur enemies. One
"I niy friends, conmiissi..ned to repnrl evervthin<r, has brought
'-nhrniation of my su>|)ici.,ns. Kverv (me ...xpeets that you
»il try to put I'opinofs bills on the market; in faet, you
- t him up on purno.se to tide you over vour dilliciilties. In
iiurt.all the ^a.ssip and slander usually set in motiun hv any
''in who tries to mount a step in the s..<ial .>^cale is going
!iie round of business circles at this mnm.nt. Vou vvould
l'"iid a week in hawking I'oi)inot"s hills fmm place to place,

.'.'Ml would meet with liumiliating refnsal>. and iiuhodv would'
I'ave anything to do with them. There is nothing to show
Im.w many of them you are issuing, and people look to .<:eo

'-"u sacrificing this poor boy to .sive yourself. Vou would
nun Popinot's credit in pure waste. Do vou know how much
"!i" most sanguine hill-discounter would" -iv.- vou for your
.'I

I'ty thousand francs? Twenty thousand; firr'nti/ ihuiimnd
'loyou understand:-' There are times in hii-iiiess when you
"iust contrive to hold out for three days witliont food, as if
)ou had the indigestion, and the fourth brings admission to
;!ii' pantry of creilit. You cannot hold out for the three days.
"id thiTcin lies the whole position. Take heart, mv poor
i'l>hew. you must file your .-schedule. IK-pe is I'opinot. and
!" re am I : as .>^o(m as your assi.-taiits have gone to bed we will
-It to Work to spare you the niiserv of it."

""^^"''''•^
• •

•" 'Tit''! the perfnm.-r. cla-ping his hands,
"t'esar, do you really mean to arrive at a fraudulent hank-

• |()tcy with assets nili Vour interest in Popinot's business
.i\es vour honor."'

liMii
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This l;i-i f.iiiil ||o||{ thnmi, nil 111- f)i. iiiiiM riiinlf it clear
toCi'.-iir; 111 -aw ilir rnil .Mcik uf ihc linlc«»iis triitli; he sank
liouii intii In- ln\v . hiiir, .iini tin ii on to his knees; his rnirid

His wife tlioiitrht th,.
wanilered, 1 le lieeiiliie a riiild a:;ai

Hhoek hail killed him and knell t.. rai-e liitn, hut slic cI

close to hiiu wh' n -he -aw hi

eyes; and in -pite ..f the
|

ter. and I'djiiiini. li,. h(.;;,iii with (• nior-efnl

peat the -uMiiiie prayer ol' the i Imreh on eailh:

UH''

III clasfi fiis hand- and raise his

He-ell'e of lllS Ullch', h ihlU'dl-

re-i;rnatiiin to re-

'Our I'.ilher wlin h art in llea\eii. ilallow. d hr Thv name.
Thv kint

M
'"III ( oiiie '|"hy will he done in earth, a- it is

eaven. (lirr us lint ,i,ii/ ,,tir iltiili/ ln-i'id. And forj^ive

our lre-|ia-..s. as we forgive them that iresjn-s aj/ainst

And lead ii- noi into tci

Allien.'"

HI

US.

iptatioii, hilt deliver u> from evil.

Tears lilled Ihlleraiilfs stoual e\.'s, and Cesariiie stood,

while and riu'id as marhle. wiih her tear-stained faee hid-
den on An-idnie's shoulder 'I'lieri the old inereliant took the
voiin'' man's arm. "I. it ii< dou nstairs. U' said

.\t half-past (deveii lhe\ hit <V-ar in tl care nf his wife
.ind daii.ixhter. .Iii-t at that moment I'-'-lestin, who had looked
afl. r I he hiisiness durili"- thi< stor Ml. came iip-iairs and ofi nod
the dra Willi:- room door. ('e-ari;ie heard his footstonp. and
hurried forward to place her-elf

master of the house

-o as 1.1 s( rven the pros>trate

"AinonL' this e\rMii.,r"s letter^." he said, "there was one
from Tours, the direction wa- not clear, it has heen dtdayed.
I thought it nii,i,dit he from the master's hnither. so I did
Mot open it."

ler." cried Cesarine. "there is a letter from uncle at'Fatl

Tours

.\h: I am saved I" e\claime(l Cesar 'M\
brother!" and he kis.^ed the letter, which ran thus:

rom

rother my
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Frntx^oxH liiiollftin tu Cisur nin,tl,;ni.

.,., „ Tmiw, nth.Mv BKt.ovi:D Buc.T.iKn.-V„„r l.tt-r l,„s ^ivcn m.. the
-•'•n.-Ht distress: ,,n.l so wl„.„ I |,m.| n...l it. I ..iTm-.I up to
•'I on v.M.r hv\ui\{ the holy .;„.ri(l.... of ,h,. „u.s. pravinir
11 im. l.y il„. l,|„o,| .IhmI f,.r .i< In o„r I.iui,,. l{,..l..,.'M.'r tok mcnifuil.v upon _v,,ii ,,1 ^nur ,-.nii..tion. An. I now that I

;;' put up my prav.T /,n, ,»,„ fr.iirr fns^rr. ,nv .'ws arc"I wilh t.;irs to think that l,y nii>fortiin.- I am" >eparat...|
;""M vmi at a time «h,.|i you niiiM iuv,l th.- support of a
'"-'i'.Ts amotion. 15ut thm f l...thou^W.t nu" that tho uorthv'M vt-noratcd M. I'lih-ratilt will .loul.tless fill „,v phuv Mv

ir Cesar, in tlu' ini(l>t of your tn.uhi.'s. .]„ „ot for,r,.t that
!i:< iff of ours is a life of trial and a transition state; that
'•'!,• day w,. shall 1,,' rewarded if we have sutfenM] for tho holv
': Mtie of God. for His holy Cliunh. for puttin<r in practice

• doctrines of the Gospel, or for Iradin- a virtuous Ijfo-
'

It were not so. tho thin-s of this presmt world would l)e'

niiiflli-ihle. I repeat th.-se words. thouLrh [ know how <jood
• d pious you are. he. a use it inav haf.pen to those who.'^like
-n. are tossed l,y the teinp.-ts of this world, and launched
niMm tho perilous seas of human concerns, to he led to l)la«-
I''ic!iie in their distresses, distracted as thev an- hv pain. Do
ii'it «iirse the men ulio wi' wound vou. nor God. who mincrlea
ttiTness \^-ith your life at Hi. wijl. J^.ok not on the earth

i'ut rather keep vour eyes lift.'d to Heaven; thence comes
'mfort for the weak, tho riches of the poor are there, and
I 'e fears of the rich ..."
"Oh, Birotteau," interrupted his wife, "just miss that out,

.I'id see if he is sending; us anvthin^'.'"

"We will often read it over." slid her husband. drA'ing

^

M'ves. He opened the letter, and a draft on the Treasury
f!l out. "I was quite sure of him, poor brother," said Bi-
i-it.'au, pickin;,' up the draft.

•
• .

I went to see Mmo. de Listomero." he continued
n.idinrr in a voice cliok.'d with tears, "and without frivinp a

17
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roiipoii for inv rci|Uf,-i. 1 Iicl:;.'!'!] her in Icinl inc nil that she

could spare, m) a.- lo .-wi'll ihc atiinimi ol' \n\ -aviiiirs. Her
{.'(ncrosity ('iial)lf.- iiic to mak" up liic sum of a thousand

francs, which I >ciiil vou in th>- form of a draft by the Re-

coivcr-liciicral of Tours upon the Treasury."'

''A liaridsonie advance I" said C'oustaiicc, looking at Ce-
sar inc.

"Jiy ret r(Mi chin;,'- some superlliiities in my wav of livini:.

I shall he alile to repay Miuv. de J.istoniere the nionev I have
])orr()\vi d of her in three years" time; so do not trouble about
it, my dear (e.-ar. I am sendin-: you all that I have in the

world, with the \vi>h that the sum may assist you to brin^^

your dilllculties ti> a happy t-rmination : doubtless thov are

but monu'iitary. f knew your delicacy, and wish to antici-

pate your scruples. Do not dream of paying anv interest on
the amount, nor of returning ii in the day of prosperity,

which will dawn for you hel"ore long, if Cod deigns to grant

the petitions which I make daily for you. After vour last

letter, received two years ago, I tlKuight that you were rich,

and that I might give my savings to the poor; but now all

that I have beloiiirs to you. When yon have weathered this

passing ,«(]uall. keep the monty for my niece Oesarine, so

that when she is otahlished in life she may s{)end it on some
trifle which will remind her of an old uncle, whose hands
are always raised to Heaven to implore (iod's blessing upon
her, and for all tho-e wlio ^ludl he dear to her. Bear in mind,
in fact, dear Cesar, that I am a poor j)rii'.-t, living by the

grace of (Jod, as the wild-birds live in the fields, walking
• juietly in my own ]inth. striving to keej) the comnnindinenfs
of our divine Saviour, and conseipicntly needing but little.

So do not have th<' lea>t hesitation in your ilitlicult position,

and think of me as one who loves vou tenderlv. Our excel-

lent .\hlie Chapeloud (to v.Iiom I have not said a word about

your strait) knows that I am writing to you. and wishes nie

to send the most kindlv messages to all vour familv, with
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-iics f,.r your c-.mtinuc.] prospcritv. Mav (I,,.! vouclisafe
yivKTvc yuu an,] ,v„ur wilV ;,,„] dau^'htcr in -nr„l lu.alth •

- I I'ray f..r padeuce t.. you all, an. I .onra-c in tho day of
'

''^"-^'-
"FUAXCdlS RlIiOTTEAU.

I'n-st „f il,,. Cathedral riuinli of Tours, and Vicar of the
1
arish Church of Saint-(iaticn/*

A thousand francs I- .-ri,..] Mnic. Birott-au, in vclicmcnt

i.'K'k it up." C\'.sar said f^ravcly ; "it is all h,. has. Hc-
: -. It helon<rs to our C'sarinc. and should onal.].. us to live
:liout askin-,' anythinj: of our creditors

"'

•And then thoy will hclieve that you have taken away large

| shall show them his letter."
•They will say that it is a fraud."
f>h

; mon Dint! mnn Dirn.'" cried Cesar, appalled at this;
!

iave often thou-ht that very thin^^ of p,K,r folk who no
;!'t, were just in my jiosition."

'

Mnther and dau-h'ter were hotli too anxious ahnut Ce^ar
.' ive him, and they sewed on by his side. There was a
•' silence. At two o'clock in the mornin^r the <lrawinL'-
! = '

>loor was sofily opcn...l. aiul IV,pi„„t beckoned to Mme
sir to come downstairs. At the si-ht of iiis niece. Uncle
M'Tault took off his spi-ctacles.

-There is hope yet, my chil.l." he said : "all is not over; but
ir hu..band couhl not stand the strain of the i.ps and downs
^iis bu.<ine,«s, so I'opinot and I will trv to arrang<. it Do

' 1-ave the sliop to-morrow, and tak.- .lown the names of all
holders of the bills; we have all the dav till four o'clock
- 1^ my idea. There is nothin,<r to fear fn.ni M IJac^on
'<-'m me Suppo,.,. now that l{o.ruin had j-aid over to"the

;'inrs the hundred thousand fran.-s you deposited with him
I that ca.se you would no more hav.^ them than vou havem to-day. Ion have to meet bills to the amount of a hun-
'i and forty tiiousand francs, payable to Claparon's order;
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you tiuist pa\ ilirni ;iiiylin\\. -o it i- iiut IJo/^iiiirs hnnkruptcv
wiii<-li is ruiiu!!;,' ynii. .\,i\\. In incct your linliilitiop, I see

forty thousaml I'ranc- lo !.. bnri'MWcd mxhut or later on your
raclory. ami >i\iy tlioii-aml fram-. in l*o])inot"s l)ills. So
you may -iniL;-lr tlirna-lr. \'n[- niiiv throu;:li. yon can raise

nioiic) (111 thai iMiiliiiiii:-laiiil iiv the Maililcinc. If vour ])rin-

f-ij»al creditor a-ivr-. in lalp ymi. I sliall not consider inv ftir-

tune: 1 will -e!| m\ /,;//,,<; 1 -liall lie witiiout bread: I*()pinot

will lie lieiuceii life and death ; and. as |'(ir von. vou will he al

the mercy of the -mallc.-t eveiii.-. I^ut the Oil wiU give a
good return, im dniilit. I'opiiiot and I have heen consulting,'

together; We will .-iijiiiort y.ai in this strug-.i^le. Oh, I v'U
eat my dry hnad gaily, if -uccess dawns on the horizon. But
t'very I him: de|iec,ds nii (.igoimet and on ('lajtaron and his

associate,-. We are gmiig to see (iigoinict hetween s^even and
ei.Ldit. rnpiimt and i. and then we shall know what to make of
their intentions,

('•instance, carried away hy lier feeling's, put her arms about
her uncle, imd could not speak for tears ami sobs. Neither
I'opiiiot n,ir I'illerault c<iuld know that liidault, n/(rt,s' C.igon-

net. and Clapantn were but two of du Ti'let's doubles, and
that du Tillet had set bis heart npon reading this terrible

paragraph in the Gazifh'.-

"Decree of the Trilninal of T'oinnierco. ]\I. Cesar Birot-

teau. wholesale peifnnier. nf linr |?iie Saint-Honore, Paris,

declared a liankrupt. date provi^i(lnally fixed, 16th of Jan-
uary 1S1!». KVgi^trar: M. (;obenheini-KeIler. Agent: M.
]\I(dineu\.'"

I !

Anseltne and Pilleranlt studied Ce?ar"s affairs till day-
light came, and at eight o'clock that morning the two heroic

comrades, the old veteran and the subaltern of yesterdav.

neither of wlmm was <le^tiiied to experience on his own ac-

count the dreadful agony nf mind endured bv those who go up
and down the stairs >>( llidanlt. otherwise (ligonnet. betook

thenis(dve< without a word to the Rue (Irenetat. It was a
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iMinfiil timr for l.ntli of tlu.in. M-,n. ihaT. on,v I'illcrauli
i.i->|'<l ills liiiiid over iiis Jorclu'iiil.

In llic Uur (;,v,u'lat inultifuriuus small tra.lrs arr carriod
"' H. ..v.Ty ovrrcn.u-.Icd Imusr. ] vrrv haiMin- l,as a repul-
w' a>j)e.-r. Ihc hi,I..ousm.>s „f these h.mses has u distinct
.^'I'tv ol „> ou„. in which the mean squalor of a poor in-

':ii-^irial nei,i:hhorh.H)d pivdominates
Ol'l (;ip.n„,, i„i,ah,ted the third l]oor in one of theso

•H>es. All the windows, with their dirtv ;q,.are panes of
. iv< were se.nre.l to th. frames bv pivots; and tilte.l to ad-^1 the air: you walked strai.irht up the staircase from tho
;

n.t and the porter lived in the box on the mezzanine floor
•
-hte.l from the staircase. Every one in the hou^e, ex.-ept

•i^unnet. plied some handicraft; workmen came and went
-I day Ion- Evry Mep on the stairs, where filth was allowed
'•> accumulate, was plastered over wiUi a coatin- of mud
j^ird or soft, according to tlio state of the weather. Each
l.indincr on this fetid stair di.splavcd the name of some crafts-
nan pa.nte.l m <rlh letters on a sluvt of iron, which was
!'iinted red and varnished, and some sample of tho man's
i- .nevemenfs in liis trade. The doors, for the most part, stood
M^ir. afford. n,tr glimpses of -rotesquo combinations of indus-
!n- and domestic life; th. sounds which issued thence
M-itchcs of son^^ u'lls. whi>tlin-s. and uncouth prowls ro-
illed the noises heard at tho Jardin des Plantes towards
i"iir o clock. The smartest braces for the trade in the article
/''//v.y were bein- made in uloathsomo den on the first floor ; on
1

i" second. aiiKmi: heaj)s of the mo.-^t unsavorv litter, the
fn.imifarture of the daintiest cardboard boxes, displayed at
The Xcw Year in shop windows, was carried on. Gigonnet
«ho was worth eighteen hundred thousand francs, lin-d and
|!y

d au the third floor in this house. Xothing would induce
iiHi, to 1, ;ive it. although his niece. !\rme. Saillard. offered him
'"mis in a mansion ,ii the Place Rovale.
•Courage I" said I'illerault. a^ he jerked the cord of tho
>>r bell-pull that hung by Gigounet's neat gray-painted

''">r.
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(iigdiiiH'l liiiii-iir u[,('ticil it, iiiid tlif |htI"iiiiut's two chani-

pioDs in ihc li-i- of li;iiikiiipt(v wiTit tlin)ii<rli u formal, chilly-

looking' room, with ( iiri:iiiilc,v> uimlows, and entered a second,

where all three M;itrd ih.'inM'lves.

'i'he liill-di.-(('iniiir limk uji his j)o,-ition hefore a grate full

of ashes, in whicli the wood maintained a stuhliorn resistance

t^) the tlaiiie^. 'I'lir .-iL'-ht <<f his i.'reen cardboard cases, and
the monii.-tic ;iu>ierity .if tiie oirice. windy as a cave, sent a

cold eliill i!ironi:ii I'ojiinot. ilis dazed eyes wandered over

the pniterii ot' tlic cheap wall-|);i])er—tricolor flowers on a

hhii>h haikuMoiind— u liicli had l)een hiinj,' some five-and-

twenly ye;irs hack; and turned fr<iin that depressin<^ sight to

tile ornaments on the ciiimney-piece, a lyre-sliaped clock ami
ova! vases, hiue Sevres ware, handsomely mounted in gilt

copper. This hit n{' Ijoi^nni. rrcoxcred hy Gigonnet from the

wr(>ckof X'ersailles. wiicii th;. palace was sacked hy the popu-
lace, came from a (piecii's houdoir. hut the magnificent-look-

ing ornamtmts were tiaiiked by a couple of wrought-iron
candlesticks of the commonest description, a harsh contrast

which conlinually reminded the beholder of the manner in

which their owner liad come by those roval splendors.

"I know that you cannot come on your own account," said

<;igonnet. "hut for the great Rirotteau. Well, what is it,

my friends!-""

"I know that you have nothing to learn, so we will be

brief." said Pillerault. "Have you his bills payable to Cla-

paron?"

"Yes,"

"Will you exchange the first fifty thousand francs that will

fall due for bills accej)ted by M. i'opinot here, less the dis-

count, of course?"

(iigonjiet lifted the terrible green cap, which seemed to

have been born with him, and (lis])layed a bald butter-colored

j)ate. then with a Voltairean grin:

"Vovi want to pay me in oil for hair." he remarked, "and
vhat should I do with it

?"

"When you joke, it is time for us to take ourselves off,"

said I'illeraulL
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"You speak like the sensible man that vdu are," said Gi-
p niict, with a llattering stiiik'.

••\'ery well, aii.l how if I hack M. P(,piii„i-.s hills?" asked
i' liraiiit, iiiakiri;x a final tir')rt.

•Voii are as ^^ood as <:,>U\ in^rots. M. I'illcrault ; hut I have
n- ii^e for ^'old in^'ots, all that 1 want is current coin."

I'dlerault and I'opinot took their leav.- an.l went. Kven
.1! the foot of the staircase Poi-inot's knees still shook under
hiin.

Is he a nian:-" ho asked of Pillcrauit,
'•People say so," answered tlic ohlcr man. "Keep this litJo

I'irview always in mind, .\nsrlme! Vou have seen what
n .neydendm- is, .^ripped of its ma-sjuerade and palaver.
^•nie unforeseen event turns the .^ercw upon us. and we are
f:r ^Tapes, and hill-discounters tlie harrelv 'i'his spcciila-
; -n in huildir^r-land is a ;^,un\ pice,. ,,f businos no doubt;
(. :<>nnet, or somebody behind him. has a mind to cut Ce-
sii's throat and to step into his shoes. That is all : there is no
ti' Ip for it now. And this is what com.- .,f horrowin- monev
v.rMT resort to it." "

'

It had been a dreadful mnrnin.tr for Mme. P.irotteau. For
tile first time she had taken the achlresses of tho>e wlio came
fr money, and had sent away the Pank collector without
i i. in^r hini; yet the brave wonum was ir\:u\ to spare her hus-
I'liid these humiliations. Towards eh-ven o'clock she saw
1' iierault and .\n.selnu' returnin-: she had been expectinir
!!i' 111 with ever-increasin<r anxiety, and now >he read her doom
•
n their faces. There was no help for it. the .schedule mu«t be

f:!(d.

"He will die of ^rrief." said the poor wif<>.

"1 could wish that he nii<:ht,"' said Pillcrauit L'ravclv; '-but
h' IS .so devout, that as things stand iiis director the Abbe
f.T.iux alone can save him."

i'illerault. Popinot. and Constance rcmaim i below, while
' ti" of the assistants went for the Aiih.' Loraux. The Abbe
^'-uld prepare Birotteau for tlie scliedule which (Y-Iestin was
'lying out fair for his ma.«ter's signature. The a.ssistants
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wtTt' in (!i'-|i;iir; ihcy l(i\rii ilnir iiiiployrr. At four oVIock
tiie {Xodil |inc-t (•iiiiic ('nii~I,-inii' liiM hiiii ;ili the dctiiil:; of

the caliiiiiitv ulti(!i liad l)rf,illi'ii llnin. iiiid the Ahho went up-
Ptiiir^ likr a Mildicr inniintiiiL' to the hrciich.

"I kihiw \vli\- vdii liavc ((iiiii'." (War t'Nclaiint'fl

•.M y .-(III. aid the priest, "vinir seiitiiiieiits of suhinissioti

• '> the l)i\iiie will lia\e loll-' heeii kimwii to me, \u>\v vmi an'

ralleil 11)1' '11 \n put tlieiri ill prart ire. •[) vniir eves li\id

ever up"?i llii' t'r'iss. eouteiiiplale the Cross willioul eeasiii

Mid tiiiiil the ( iifi of liiiiiiiiiatioii of wliieh the Savi mir
of men \v;is e<im]iilled lo drink, think of the aii.L'uish of Hi,
I'assion. and llius you may endure the mortifications sent t<i

voii hv (iod

'.Mv hrotlier the Al ibe has already prepared tiie, ud f'esar.

litddin;: out the letter, which he rrad over a^'ain. to his con-
fess.or.

'Vou have a ^'ood hrother." said M. b>raux. "a virt UOllg

and sweet-natured wife, and a lovin-r dauirhter, two real

friends in your uncle and dear Ansdme, two indulirent cred-

itors in the Rayons. All these kind hearts will pour halm intu

your wounds continiiallv. and will help vou to carry your
cros 'roniise iiie to iiear voiirsell with a martvrs cour-

aijo, and to take the iilow without w inciiiir.

The Ahl

"My suh

)(' (-ouLnieii. a ^l .iiiial to i'illerault in the next
mis.-ion is unlimited." said Cesar eal mlv.

room.

"Dis-

<rraco has come upon me; I ou,u!it only lo think of makini:
reparation."

Cesarinc and the priest were holh surprised hy poor Birot-

teau's ton., and look. .\nd yet nothiiiL^ was more natural.
Kvery man hears a definitely known ndsfortune better tlian

suspeiisf aed constant ahcrnaiions of excessive jov at one iiin-

niciit. followed on the next hv tl

T 1 ia\c hi

I

•n drean

to find

le la~t extremity of an<ruisli.

linir f'T I v,iui\ -iw.) vears." he said, "and
io-(iay 1 waKe to tind mysi'll .-latl m hand a.iiain. Cesar hai!

once more hccome the Touran'i<'au peasant.

.\t thr-e Words I'illeraiill held his nephew ti:,ditly in his

arms. C.-ar looked up and .-aw his wife and Cclostin, the
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Iitfi'i- witli MLrni(ir;int i!n.ii,n(.iits in his haiKis: tl:.'!i In-
;'"i<i'<l calmly muii.l tlu- -rniip; „11 the cvos that nift his
•I' re viid hut frifndlv,

•'One iiinnicnt !" hr sai.l. and mifasti'iiinfr liis Cms? of tho
l.'-ion (d" llniK.r. whi.h h.. -avc tc tlic Al)h(- Loraiix. "voii
1^ ill ;rivc tliat ha,I< |,, nic when I can wear it without a hlush.

(VI, .still." he cniitinucd. tiiriiiiii: to his assistant, "smd in
inv ir.i;:nalio.i: I ,.ni, w, h.iiLr'r (icputv-mavor. M. IWhho
)^'" '•'"''"' ''" ''"'' '" >--ii. 'I.iir it Januarv Mth. and .send
h'.i-ii.'l \,;th it to M. ,1,. I;, l;illar(ii(T(>."'

< V.l,..(in and the AM,.'. L.raiix went downstairs. For n.-arly
.1 Mi'iirtcr of an liour prrfcct silmc,. prcvaih'd in CosarV study
>M: h fii-nmc^s took tho family hy surprise. (Vh>stin and the
Aiiho caim. hack airain. and Cesar si-ncd the letter of resi.'na-
' "i: iMif when I'dlerault hii,I tho .«ehednh. hefore him poor
'^''"'ii'i eouM not repress a dreadful n(.rvous tremor.
-Oh, Ood! have mercy upon us I" he said, as ho sirred tho

''n-d)le instrument and handed it to Cejestin.
Then Ansrlme I'opinot spoke, and a ;:leam of li-lit crossed

h-< clouded hrow. "Monsieur and tna'hinie," he said, 'Vill
.II ;rrant me the honor of mademoiselle's hand?"

Tliis speech hrou-ht tears into the eves of all who lu.ard it
•

f .'Sir alone ros(. to hi.s feet, took Anselme's hand, and siid iri
t li"llow voi,.e. hut with dry eyes, ".My i,ov, von shall never
!!';irry a h:;id<rupi"s dau,!,diter."'

Ansf.lme looked I^irottcau .steadily in the face.
••Will you i)romi>e, sir, in the presence of vour whole fam-

^v. fo consent to our marria-e, if mademoiselle will take me
f-r licr husltand. on the day when you shall have paid all vour
'T. difors in full

!'"'

There was a nu)ment*s pause. Kverv one felt the infhienco
"f Ihe emotion recorde.l in the perfumer's wearv face.
"Ves." he said at last.

An^elme stretched out his hand to Cesarino with an in-
'ie-erd)ahle fjesture; she ^^aw him hers, and he kissed it.

"Do yon also eonsont ?" he asked her
"Yes," she said. 1

s
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''So I inn nallv (Hic n|' ih.. I".iinily. I havr a ri;,'lit to inter-
est niyxlf Ml vdir alF.ur-." wa.- hi:, ci rniiu'iit, widi an fiiig-

matical look.

Aii-rliiic Imrriiil away !i'.-l \u' -limild lidray a joy in too
^Tcal cnnlra.-t with hi~ ina-lci'- Imiihlc. AiiVrliiR' wa.s not
exactly (lili-liird with ]\v hankniptcy ; liiit >,, ahsoIut<', so
«roi.-<ti(al 1^ lo\,.. tliat ('.-ariMr hrr-cif in \ut iiiinost heart
fi-lt a j:low of haji|iiMi-- .-Irani:, ly at variaiuf uitii her hiltiT
di.<tr(» of niiii.L

"Whilr uc arv ahuiit it. irt u- .-irikc ovrrv lih)W at once,"
said l'illr!Mu!i, ,.,,id in (

,,ii>tan, r".-, |.ar.

An iii\..lmiiary <;c.-tiiiv. a m-ii not of a>>ciit. but of sor-
row, wa- Mine. Uirottcair,-^ an>W('r.

•Uh.ii dn yon mean to (h), nephew?" said I'ilierault, turn-
in^' to ( ,sir.

"'l"o 1 Miitiniie flic hiisine.vis."

"I .ill! mmI ,,f that opinion."" said I'illerault. "Go into
liquid,!! iMii, let voiir as.^ets <i<i to your creditors in the shape
of dividend, and <:,, out of hiisiiie>.< alto;,'<'ther. I have often
thnii-hi uliat I shoiihi do if I were phieed in a similar posi-
tion. (Oil

: y,„i iiiu^t In- prepared for everythinjr ! The iiier-

chani who doe, not contemplate jiossibh'' in.^oiveiicy is like
a </eiier,il who does not lay his account with a defeat; he is

only half a merchant.) I myself should never have pone on
aLMin. W hat '. Dc compelled to blush bid'ore men whom I

slioiili! ha\e wroiip-d. to endure their sii.spiei,,iis looks and un-
.--pokcii n prnaehe>? I can think n\' the ,<ruillotine—in one
iiHtani all i-^ver: but to carry a head on your slioiilders to
have it (lit oir daily, is a kind of torture froiii which I should

'"'''I"' I'l'iiiy of n bcLriii a^xain as thoujrh nothing,' had
iiappeiied: -,, im,,.), the better for them !—they are braver
than Claude-.los-ph i'illeraiilt. If you jiay yoiir way (and
pav nad\ noiiey you I;lu^t). people will saythat you nian-
.I'-'ed to ^,,\,. M.niethin,L' for yniir-idf; and "if you "^have not
a half[ienn\. yon will never recover. "Tis ;_'-ood-evenin(f to
you. Siinvnler your assets, let them sell \"ou up, and" do
)m(-lh n-j els
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nuf, wlijit :-" ii>kr(| C'var,

"Kill try for a placr uiMiir iIh^ (l.iv.'niiiiiiit," said I'illt-

ri:ill; "will llii\c lllllllcnrc. Ii;iv,. \,,u u< >l f Tlnlv JIH' til.'

i';'- and Diiclic-.-c dc I,ri!..iicniirt. .Mine. >h- MoH-.-nil". M. ,i,.

\..(ld. Mt'SSc! Wnl.' In lIlMlt. -M 1,, M,. thrill, ll,..v wUl
:.d_V()ll ,-(.IMC |).)-t ill th.. ||,,||-,1| ,|d. Ullh ;i tllMi;.,|Ild rruWIls
-> llaIlxill^' to it; your uilV uiil r.irn !> miicli a-aiii: your

•: lii.irhtcr, j)crliai.>, '"^'v '1" lii'' -aiu.-. 'I'hr ra.-f i- not "di'<-

:
'Mti'. You three ariioiiL' you will larii xuiietliirii: ir;c ten
i-aiid fraiirs a year. In ten yr.ir." tinic, you will l.c in a

;'-ilH>n to jiay a hundred ihoiiNiiid franes. for you will have
' expenses iiieaiiwliile ; your w.,iiia nkind >hall have (ifleen

' i'ldred franes from ine; and, a> for you, we shall see."
It was Constance, and not ('e>ar. who poiKlered tlie-e wis«

'ids, and I'illerault went on "('han,::e. At that time stock-
!
"kiTs used to (•on;:re;:ate in a provisional structure of planks

•i scafroldin<r, a lar^re circular room, with an entrance
the l{uc Feyileau. The p<Tfiimer's failure was already

!
"wn, and had cn>ated a sensation in hi.irh commercial

'
'vIes, for their provailin.tr politics were Constitutional at
It time. Birotteau was a conspicuous personajrc, and cnviod

• niany. Merchants, on the other hand, who leaned towards
!

i" ralism, rc<:arded Birottcau's too celebrated hall as an au-
'' iiiou.s attempt to trade on their sentiments, for i!,e Ojiposi-
i:"n wore fain to monopolize [latriotism. |{uyali>ts wero al-

lowed to love the Kin^r, hut the love of their roiintrv was
I ::e exclusive privileire of the Left, tiie Left was for the poo-
tli ; and tho.^ie in power had no ri!,dit to rejoice thus vi-

ririously through the administration, in a national event
"'lich the Liberals meant to exploit for their own benefit.

Ft which reasons the fall of a Ministerialist in favor at
' iirt, of an incorrigible Koyalist who had insulted Liberty
Iv figliting against the glorious French Revolution on Ven-
'i'liiiaire L3th, set all tongues wagging on "Change, and was
r'< 'ived with applause.

I'illerault wanted to know wh-.i was being said, and to
>• I'ly public opinion. He went up to one of the most eager
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jrniiiji-: <lii 'I'.ii.l, (JmIm tiiiniii- 1\. i;.i-. Nucinp'n. (.1.1 (luj!-

laiiiric niul In- -"ii in l;i« .li.-f[i|i I..K,i-. ( I,i|.,u'mii. < ii-dtuiit,

Moiip'iiiid, (
;iiiiii-ii|. (i(ili-.'( k. \i!i.||ilii' K. il.T, I'aliii.i.

('liitrrc\ illc, Miilif.it, (inihlui. mi'l Lininltii- \m iv di-cnv-iii:,'

llic II «.-.

"W'i'll. \\rll, lluw r;irt fill nil.' li;|.| li.i<l I.. In I" ,x,||,| (;,,|i,'ii^

hciin. ;iiMri-^in;: ilii 'I'llli'! ; •i:i\ lirip|licr-iii-|;iu' nil Inn

• '[if'iiril ;iii ;iii.,init Hitli i'lirottiiin, n \mi^ ;i ii' a r t liiiiir."

"I am 1(1 III lur Ifii tlmii-anil I'raiu > iii\- ll','" -aid ilii

'i'illri : ""lir (aiiic In nil' a t'nrtiii;rl;i a'jn. and i id him h.ivr

tilt' niniiiy III! In-, hare .-i::iialiiri'. I'mt h.' nhiiirid m,' (inci',

and I >liall l(i-f it wiilirnit n'.L'nt."

"Yiiur iKplicu IS iikf the n-i," -aid Lniirdni-;, addrosiiiu'

J'illiTaiilt. "(ia\i' iiitcrtainiiic'ii-. I laii ima,:-'im' that a

r(>;,Mif iiiiLihl try in ilirow dn-i ii, \i>iir r\rs in induce (•"n(i-

(Iciicf: hii! hnw ruiild a man whu pa--cd fir llu- cream nf

honot folk ui-cciid t(i iIh' .-!ah' ui'iiintchaiik'^ trickrrv that

never faiU to (111(11 iis?"

"Like leeches." ciimtiiente(l (iiili>eck.

"Only trii.-t a man if he li\e- iii a den like Claparoii," Kii.l

(ii<r<)nnet.

"Veil," saiti t!ie stmit llarnn Xiicintren. for ilu Tillet's

bcnelit, "ydii haf dried tn Iday me a nice drick, seiidni;,'

l'ir(")d(">t to inc. I do not kiMw,'" he ucnt on, tiiriiiiiir t'>

Goheiilieim the manufacturer, "uhv he did not ^eiid round!

to me for vifty t(>usen(l \ra!:(.-: 1 .-hould haf led him haf

dem."

"Oh: not you. M. !<• I'.an.n," said .lo.-eph bdias. "You
must liave known (|Uitc well that the iJank had refiisec] his

paper: you were (Ui the Oi-cnuni ('ommiiiee which decliiipd

it. This poor man, for whom I still fe(d a very irreat respect,

fails und( »• sinirular circumstances——

"

I'iljeraidt L'ra-ped .Fosenh l-ehas" hand.

"It I--, m fact. iiiqiM-.-ihle Id expiain how the tiling' ha.s

happened." -aid Mon^ciioil. '•except hy the theorv that there

is some one liehind (li.uonnet. some haidcer whose intention

i is to sfioil the Madideine sjieculation."
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"Till' tliiiiu' «liit!i li;i-. li;i|ip« iiiil t.. him !ii\v;iy^ luippcns to

!rM|(|(' wild j.'u mil iif Til ir iiwii liin'," -.liil ('l.i|i;iri>n. intiT-

t.ipliiif,' .\Inii;:ciiMil. "If 111' li;i'l hrmi^'hl mit his ( 'i'|iliiilic

• m! hiriiM-If, iti.-triid of -ciiiliiiu' ii[i the prici' nf hiiilfliiiLT I'lts in

i'lris hy rii-liitiL' itilo latnl s|Mciil;iticir), hr wmilil liinc ln-t his

iiiilrnl llimi-aiiil rniiics ihrmiiih l?ML,'uii). l)ut hr WciiiM nn(

,i\(' f.'1'ri'' haiikniiil. Mr uill >tart al'i' -h umliT thi' iiaiiic of

l'"[litlot."

"Kr'cp nti CM' on I'opinol." sail! ( ii^rmini't.

Vfcorditiu' to tliis (Towi! (if ni'Tcliants, |{o;:uiM was "poor

ii''ir-iiin"' ; the prrfnimT \va> "iliat nn!u<ky Hirottcaii." A
.Tint pas.-ioti MMiiinl to cvciiM' tho oiic, thi- othiT appoariMl

' !<• more to hlainc on airmint of his prcti'nsions. (iij^onnct

' ft the ExohaniTf, ainl took the Hii(> Pfrrin-dassclin on his

A. IV hom(> to till- Iitic (Irrnrtat. He looki'd in on Mnic.

^lailoii. t!ic (Irv fruit sa!r>\vornan.

"Well, o!il hnly," ^aill lie, with his cmol pood-hnmor, "and
."W arc \\v Lrt'ttiii;: on in our way of business?"

".Miiidlinjr," saiil Mmc. Minhtii rrspccf fully, and sin- of-

'• p'd tho nionfy-lcndiT lur only arincliair with a friendly

iliciousness wiiiili she had never shown to any one else but

'lie dear departed.

Mother Madoii. who wnuld fell a carman with a Mow if

i;c wcro refractory or carried a joke too far. who had not

ft I red to assist at the storniinir of the Tnileries on the loth

r Octotier, who railetl at her best customers (for that

•.liter, she was capable of headinjr a deputation of the Damo.'i

'!i' la Halle, and spcakinij to the Kinij himself without a

tremor)— An<:eli(|ue Madou receive<l (liironnet with the ut-

most respect. She was helpless in his pre.-enee; ^he winced

under his bard eyes. It will be a ]on,<r while yet h('".>re tho

xecutioner ceases to bo a terror to tlie people, ami (Jiu'ounet

'.v:i- the executioner of the small traders. TIii' man who sets

1 iD'iey in circulation is more looked up to in the (!reat Mar-
';t t tlian ''.ny other power, all other huuuin institutions are as

iiiirlit compared with him. For them the Commi-saire is

lu.-tice personified, and with tho f'ommissaiiv tiiey of tho
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Market, hcfoino farnilinr. But ii„. .i-ht of tl... mnnov-londor
("ntrfnclu.d hchind his j^nvn .•anll.uanl ...hcs, „f tlio umiht
whom tho.v inij.h.r,. witii f.,,r in ihcir hearts. <iri..< up th-
sources of wit. parches tl,,- throat, an.i ahashes the hold eves-
thej)(>o|.I,. ,^Tv^y rcsiKvtful in liis prcscii.c.

' '

"Have voii conic to asl< sonicthin,-: of mc?" paid she.
"A mere trilic; he prepare! to refund the amount of ?,i-

rotteau s hills. the old man has .i:one hankrupt. so all outstand-
ing.' claims must ho sent in; I shall send vou in a statonient
to-morrow."

The impiis of Mmc. Madou's eves first contracted like the
eyes of a cat. tiien llames h^apt forth from them
"0 the he.r.rar: () the scamp! and he came here him.self

to tell me that he was d<.pnty-mavor. pilim: on his lies' The
Lord ha merev! Thafs Just the wav with husiness" there
isnotrustin- mayors nowadays: the (lovernment cheats us'
^ou wait. 1 will have the money out of them. I will "
"Eh

!
everyone comes out of this sort of thin- the he^t wav

»" ean. my little dear!" sai.l (ii,<ronnet. liftin- one leer with
tie precise little pasture of a cat pickin.ir its wav amone pud-
dles, a tnck to whi.h he owed his nickname.* ""Some' .swells
have heen let in who mean to -et themselves out of the
scrape

'

"Good! <rood! T will rret mv hazel-nuts out —Afarie
./eanne! my clo-s and my lamh's-wonl shawl. Quiok' or I
will lend you a clout that will warm vour cheeks"'
"That will make it hot for them vonder up the ';treet

"

said Girronnet to himself, as he ruhhe.lhis hands "Du Tillet
jvi

1 he sati.cfied
: thiTe will „e a scandal in the Quarter

What that poor devil of a p-rfiimer can have done to him Idont know: for my own part. T am as ..orrv for the man "as
tor a do- with a hroken paw. He isn't a man : he has no fi-htm him. '

*"

Mine. Madou hroke out lik<. an insurreetion in (he Fau-
hourfr.Samt-.Antoine towards >even o'clock that evenin- an.'
swept to the luckless Hirof.eau's door, which she , p,.ned with
unneee,-.,>ary violence, for her w.ilk had had a n excitm- t tfect.

iiKoiini't, from d'yul/er, to kick the kgs alx)Ut.



'^'^"^^'^

RISE AM) lAM, OF CKSAU BIROTTEAU n

"Brood uf viTiiiiii, 1 must have my money, I want mv
money! Ytm ^'ive me my money I or I will have sachets and
satin <,Mmera(k-s and fans till I have the worth id" my two thoii-

-and francs I A mayor ro!)hin;,' the people I Did any one
' ver see th(> like I If you don't pay me, I will send him to
jail; I will rr,) f,ir ihe puhlie f)roseeutor; I will pnt the whole
(josseof them on his tracks! I do not stir from hero without
my money, in fact."

She looked as if she would open the glass door of a cup-
hoard in which expensive jroods were kept.

"The Madou is lu'lping herself,"' said Celestin, speaking
in a low voice to his nei,Lrhhor. The lady overheard the re-

mark, for durin<,' a paroxysm of rage the senses are either
deadened, or jjreternaturally alert, according to the tem-
perament. She bestowed on Celestin the most vigorous box
on the ear ever given and received in a perfumer's shop.
"Learn to respect women, my cherid)," quoth she, "and aot

to bedr.igglc tlie names of the people you rob."
]\Ime. Birotteau came forward from the back shop. Her

iiusband by chance was also there: in spite of Pillerault, he
"hose to remain, carrying his humility and obedience to the
:aw so far as to l)e ready to submit to be put in prison. ".Ma-
dame," said Constance, "for Heaven's sake, do not bring a
crowd together in the street."

"Eh ! let them come in,*' cried the saleswoman ; "I will tell

them about it: it will make them laugh! Yes, my goods
;ind the francs I made by the sweai: of my brow go for you to
;:ive balls. You go dresse<l like a Queen of France, forsooth,
•md fleece poor lambs like me for the wool! Jesus! stolen
L'oods wculd burn ;/;// shoulders, I know ! I have nothing but
-hoddy on my carcas(>, but it is my own ! Bandits and
'IiievesI my money, or

"

She pounced u})on a pretty inlaid case full of costly per-
fumer}-.

"Iveave it aloni>, madame," Suid Cesar, appearing on the
-cene; "nothing here belongs to me, it is all the property of
my creditors; I have nothing left but myself; and if vou
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ll;IVf ;i lIlilHl to yrizf Ilic ,'ltlil ]iut II,' il! jiiil. I ;.'ivi- ViMl !11V

\V(inl of honor"' ( n tear o\crtIuuT(! his r\cs ;it thi-) ''that 1

will wait here lor voiir proic.-.-MTV.T. |ioli,-c-otIic(T, and
bailiirV men."

From his tone and <st'~iur<\ ho ovidoiitly nioani to do as lie

said: Mine. Madou's an^er died down.
''.\ notarv lias ah>conded with my monev. and the disasters

which I ean-e eonie throuni, Tio fault of riilpe." ('e>ar went
(in: '-hut in time you shall he paid, if 1 haw to work myself
to death ami vdvn the money hy mv hands as a market-
porter."

"('i)nK', you arc a pood man," sai(] the nuirket woman. "Ex-
cuse jiiy sjieakinir, madanie: hut I shall havo to tlinL' my.^elf
into the nver, for (litronnet will he down upon me. and I "have
nothinLT hut hills at ten moTiths to irive f(U- vonr cursod
paper."

"Come round and see me to-morrow mornini:." said Pillo-
nudt. coming forward: "I will arran.u'e the husino.ss for you
at five per cent with a friend of mine."
'Quirv' that is irood Father Pillerault !—Why. yes. he is

your uncle." she went on. turning' to Constani'e." "Como.
now, you are honest folk: 1 shall iiot lose anvthin;:, shall I?—Good-bye till to-morrow, old Brutus," she added, for the
})('nefit of the retired ironmoni:er.

f'esar in>isted on renuiininir annd the ruins of his irjon-.
and would hear of no other course: he said that by so doin^'
he could explain his position to all his creditors'. In tin's

det<Tminati(m, I'nele I'illerault upheld Cesar in spite of the
entreaties of his niece. Cesar was persuaded to go upstairs,
and thi'n the wily old man hurried to M. Ilaudry. put Cesar's
case hef(,re him. obtained a prescription for a sleepiuir-
drau-ht. had it ma-le up. and went hack to spend the even-
in- m his nephew's luni-.. With Cesarine's assistance, he
con-irainrd Ce^ar to drnik a- thev did: the n.ircr.tic did its
work ind lourteen hours later Hirotteau awoke to find him.-

If in I'llleninlt'sown bedroom in the Kue d(- Rourd.mnai^
le, who slept on a camp

a prisoner in the honsi

bedstead put up ju the sitting-

niK

room.



^m

RISE AND FALL OF CDSAU niKOTTEAT' 27,T

When Pillcrault Iiad put Cesar into the cab, and Constanco
.1(1 heard it roll away, then her coura<:e failed her. Our
'.rcngtii i.s often called forth by the necessity of sustaining
inie one weaker than ourselves; and the poor woman, now
iiat she was left alone with her dau^diter, wept as she would
iave wrpt fi.r (V'^ar if he had been lyin^x dead.

'^laninia,'" said Cesarine, seating herself on her mother's
ivrioe, with the gracious kitten-like ways that women only dis-

j'lay for each other, '"you said that if I bore my part bravely,
' '>u would be able to face adversity. So do not crv, mother
liar. I am ready to Mork in a shop; I will forget what wn
::.ive been ; I wiU 1h' a forewoman, as you were when you were
.1 girl; you shall never hear a regret or a complaint from me.
And 1 have a hope. Did you not hear ]\I. Popinot?"

'"Dear lj()y I he shall not be my son-in-law."

'()h I mamma "

"lie will be my own son."

"Tliero is this one good thing about trouble, it toaohcs us to

know our real friends," said Cesarine; and, changing places
with her mother, she at last comforted her, and soothed the
];')or woman's grief.

'J"he next morning Constance left a note for the Due do
!."iioncourt. one of the first (ientlemen of the Bedchamber.
Siie asked for an interview at a certain hour. ^Meanwhile,
>ini wer.t to ^1. (le la Piilhirdiere, told him of the predicament
in which Cesar found himself in con^eipience of Roguin's
iliglit from the country, and begged the mayor to give her his

-n[)port with the Duke, and to speak for her. for she feared
that she might express herself ill. She wanted some post for

iiirolteau. Rirotteau would be th(^ most honest of cashiers,

!f there are digrees in the quality of honesty.

"The Kin;i has just appointed the Comte de Fontaine as

Comj)troller-General of the Poyal Household ; there is no time
To 1)0 lost."

At two o'clo( k Pa IJillardiere and Mme. Cesar a.*cended
.'rj' irreat s!aircas(> of the Hotel do Peiioneourt in the Kue
Saint-Domini(jue, and were brought into the presence of
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one of the uuhl; ln;:h...i iu thr Kiii^.'s favor, 1,1 so far a<
Loius A\ 111. coiiJ.l bf .Niul to hav,. iMTfcMviues. Tlio graciou^
recfptioii atcur.Ju.l to Iut In a ;:nat. iiobl,.. on,' of he littlr
^Tou]) who foniiiMl ii coiiiicctin"- Jin

ceuturv iiobl

M nil'. (V'sar.

e^N" and tho.-e of llu' jiiiu't

Th

twccn the ei. hteenth-

eenih, juit iiope into
]H'rlunicrs wiL' was <^reat and sin '.le

HI- >on-o\v: sorrow cnnobh's the nio.-t eoinii
for it has a ^'randeiir of its (.wd, but
ami sincere can talKe It >li>h

lonphuo nature>.

onlv tho,-e wlio are true

t-incere. Jt was a (_

In the iniil>t of the di

( 'onstan( e was essential!

V

|ue>iiou ,A' i.roiii|,< apjiiieaiioii to the Kin'

nouneed
seussioii, .M. de A'andenesse was an-

cre IS vour deliverer." e.xehiinied the Duke
Mnie. Birolieaii was Hot. unknown

had l)een oiiee or t wiee to th(

to tlie yoiin;' man, -b-Ik

whicii an -fte oiten ( .f

Dukee.xiihiiiied La IJiUar

perfumer's shop for those trifles

> ^Teat thinji^s. Theniueii important

learned t

to

dTxell.

result.

(lien' s views: and when Vandonesse
!> <li.si>ier>. hc' Wont imniediatelv with La Billardiere

Fontaine on behalf of the ^rarquiso
me. Birotteaii was asked to await the

see the Comti

iTodson.

tie

M. le Comte de Fontaine, like La P.illard
the provineial nol)lesse. the almost unknown I

lere, was one? of

Vend(:>e. Uirotteau was n
leroes o f L

the perfumer at the Qi/rnt
(,f J

Lime, those who liatl

enjtivetl privile>:es.

o stran<:er to him. for he had si 'en

i'lsrs in former ilav:

hurtin'r Liberal

At that
their blt)otI for the Iioyalist cause

ihich tile Kin,!.'- kept .-eeret "for fear of

tied

the

of i

suseeptdtditit ant

yolli.-

f,

XVIll. Xt.t

1 M. •'ontaine. one

wo!it to the Dut
liim f>

iiyorites, was su].i)t)sed to be in the confidenee

1 this influential person

le iH'rfumer, but h

tmlv iIk

deliiiilely prttmise to t.btain a post for tl

.enttneourt. then in attendance, to asl
-r a moruenfs sjureh with the Kin^r that evening and

to I nlrrat f,.r I^., lidlarilitT

the K n\'S> 1

illilian.

That

'! an audience with ^lonsieur
.rother. wlio h,.d a j.artieular repird for the old

Very eveniii'f .M. le (.'m lite I'onta ine came from
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!ii.- Tuilc.ri..s t.) inl-or,,, Mine. Birottoau that as soon a> Ii.>r

.
u^band luul rm..vc..l liis .lischarj,^., he would bo annointnl
'apusi worth two tliou.sui.l live hundred francs per annum

: thehinkin- Fund l)e],artnient. all places in the Household
' :nKat that tune lilled with nohle supernumeraries t.. whom

' hnvidist family were hound.
This success was but a part ..1" the task undertaken bv Mm,>

:->"tteau. i he jM.or woman went to Joscpli Lebas'at the
-^n ot the Cat and liavkrt in the ilue Saint-Denis. On tho

^.y thitluT she met Mme. l{o-uin m her showy carria-e
:
nhtiess on a sh..ppi„<: exju.dition. Their eye. met, and tlio

•-1 ble fonfuMon on the i)eautil'ul face of tho notarv'.s wife
•: this nic'tm- witli tlie woman who had bevn bruu-ht to
';iin,^Mve ('oiist;ince courage.

°

-.Vcver will I drive in a carriage paid for with other peo-
: .' s money," said she to her.-^elf.

Welcomed by .Jo.ej)h Ix-bas, she asked him to look for a
nation for her daugliter in some respectable house of busi-

^~. U-bas made no promises, but a week later it was ar-
i-..nged that Cesanne should be phfed in a branch of one of

• largest drapery establishments in Paris, which had just
" n opened m the Quartier dcs Italiens. She was to live in
!^"' house and to take charge of the shop and counting-house

:.!i a salary of thn.e thousand francs. She would represent
" • master and mistress, and the forewoman was to act under
'' r orders.

As for Mmo. Cesar herself, she went on the same day to
- lop.not to allow her to take charge of the books, the
rrespondence. and the household. Popinot knew wellthat

- was the one commercial house in which the perfumer's
• might take a subordinate position and still receive the

^"ct due to her. 'J'he noble-hearted bov installed her in
- (".use, gave her a salary of thnv thousand francs, ar-
-.,1 to give his own room to her. an<l went up into tho

And so It came to pass that the beautiful woman, after
;i" short month spent amid novel spl,.ndors, was compelled
•ake up her abode in the poor room where Caudis.^art An-

•i'iie, and Fmot !uid iuinigurated the Cephalic Oil.
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The 'rriltuiial (if { iiiiiiicrit' had atii)nmti'(

a^'-cnt, and he cainc to take f

M I'liiH'ux as

nriiial -inn of (V'sar";

ertv. ('(.ii>tai let', will) ('(.Icstill"

I)r()]i

W'Ulorv uilli liiiii ; ami then iiidtlicr and dauudi

1]). Went tlif()u;,di tlic ir

uith illiTaiilt. llrV Went (illl (III foot, an(

tlT went to St;

siinplv drcssci

>}

and without turning: tlu'ir heads, and this was thoir lo ive-

uhich they had s[icnt the third part
takin,ir cf the h'lUx' in

of a lintinic. Silently llicy walked to tlie Kiio dos Boiirdon-
nai<. and dined with ('e>ar. for the lirst time since their sepa-
ration. It was a inclaneholy dinner. They had eaeh had iim,.

to think over the po.-itioii, to wei.i,'h the hurden laid upon them,
to estimate tlieir eoura,L'e. All three were like saih)rs, pre-
pared to face tlie eomin;_' tempest without hlinkin<,' the dan-
^'er. P.irott.au tu,,k heart a;:ain when he heard that ^'rcat

persona;:es had inlerotcl themselves for him and provided
for his future; hut he hroke down wh(>n he heard of the ar-

rani:ement whieh liad heen made for his dau-liter. Tli.n
hearinj,' how hravely liis wife liad hc^m to work again, Iw
held out liis hand to her.

Tears filled I'illerault's eyes for the last time in his life at

the si-ht of this pathetie picture of the father, mother, ami
dauirluer united in one endiraee; while Birotteau. the most
helpless and downcast of the three, held up his hand and
cried, "\\\'. must hojie I"'

''J'o save e.\pens(\ you must live here with me; you shall

have my nxun, and shan^ my hread. For a lon^r time past 1

have been tired of livinj,' alone: you will take the place of that
jioor hoy I lost. And it will only he a step from here to your
ofllce in the Eue d'Oratoire.""

"Merciful C; 1
!" cried Birotteau. "There is a star to guide

me when the stonn is at its height.''

By resignation to his fate, the victim of a misfortune con-
-nnies his misfortune. Jlirotteau could fall no further; he
h;id accepted the position; he became stronix again.

In I'r.iiKc when a merchant has filed his petition, the onlv
thing he need irouhle himscdf to do is to retreat to some oasis

at home or abroad where he may passively exist like the child
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'';'"'';':''':*• ""•'^'>^^'i""'-ii"^'nvl.-i. annn..,.

--K S1..W Ins ra:v unt.I in. n..Mv,., a 'V,.r,iiH.a,;
- n,

^ from arrest (uhi.h ,„. n...istrar nor cr^litor ha.
;

nkno...tor.fus.).for

> .
-h. o !>.. put ,n pnso,,; iHU on., provi.i,.! with his

'
<'">'l"<t, In. Ila.rol truo... h. can tak. a stroll thnm-rh
-..n,ys oan.p not from i.ll. n.riosity. h„t to rounter^.t

-1 thwart tho ovil intentions of the lau- with re.ranl to hank-

A prodijrions -l.velopment of p.rver.e ingenuity is tho
'•- resu t o .,uy law whieh touehes private intereits. The-"• thought ol a l.ankrnpt. as of .veryho.lv else who fin.ls his

.

f-ses erosse,! n, any ^v.y hy the hnv of ,he lan.l. is how to
;

;;
<^

Hu- peno.l ..f nv.l death, .iurin. which time a
-yi'I't must he ,.ou>,dere.l as a kind of commereial chrvsa-
.

Lists lor ,hm.. months or thereahouts. t!,e intervafro-
•

n-I for tl>e ionna ities whieh nm^t he ^one through bo-
.
..-n^tors and ,h. ,or M,n a treaty of p.aee, otherwise

n a, a ,oncon/>,f^ ., word whieh indicates sntliciently
• mK that concord vn<ru, after the storm raised hv the clash-

''

h T'T '""V^'
"'"'•^^ '•"" ^"""t"'- to one' another'

I'irectly the schedule is deposite.l. the Tribunal of Com--^r- appoints a rec^istrar to watch over the interests of the
'^

'n^'of unascorla.ned creditors ,m the one hand, and on the;'^'rto protect the bankrupt fron, the vexatious in.portuni!.- and inroads of „,furiated creditors, a double part .^4I'--nts ma,n,ncent_ possibilities if registrars ha.f but me- 'i' ^*'lop then.. The re^n-strar authorizes an a<..nt bv rZ
;-tJon. to take formal possession of the bank;npfs- p^!

• .^.
bills, and etn-ets. and the accent checks the sta omen of-• ts ,n the scheduh.: lastly, the clerk of the court c::;:::!n:;

'
!"'tin^^ of cre.litors. bv tuck of drum, that is to ^av by ad

"^^ "
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(' or

I-

vcrtiseniontrf in the iicwspiipfrs. The creditors, genuiri

othtTwisc. jiri' called ii[i(ni to assenilde and a^'ree anion;,' then
selves to appoint pro\ i>iiiiial trustees, who .-hall re|)lai'e tin-

ujrcnt, step into the haiiknipt's -lu.es, and. In- a lei^al tlctioti,

bec(»nie indeed the hankriipt himself. These have power tu

realize evervthini:, to make eompronii.-es, or to sell oiitriirlit

;

in short, to wind up the wlude business <'or the benefit of the

creditors, provided that the bankrupt makes no opposition.

As a rule, in Paris the bankruptcy is not carried l)eyond the

sta<:e of the j)rovisional trustees, and for the followin<r rea-

sons :

Tlie nomination of tru.«teos is a proroedinp calculated to

stir up more an;:ry feelinj: than any other resolution which
can he pas.^ed liy an assembly of men. deluded, batlled, be-

fooled, ensnared, barrdtoozled, robbed, cheated, and thirstin;,'

for ven^'eance: and albeit, as a general thinfj. the cre<litor

is cheated, robbed, bamboozled, ensnared, befooled, bailleil.

and ileluded. in Paris no commercial crisis, no feelintr, liowever

high, can last fnr three mortal months. Xothing in oommereo
Init a bill df exchange is capable of starting up clamonnis
for ])ayment at the expiration of ninety days. Before the

three months are out, all the creditors, exbaustcd by the wear
and tear, and worn out by the marcbes and counter-niarclic^

of the liquidation, sleep .>;oundly by tlie side of their excel-

lent little wives. These facts may enable those who are iint

Frenchmen to understand how it comes to pass that the ap-

]»ointment of provisional trustees is usually final; out of a

thousand provisional trustees, there are not five who are ap-

jininted to carry the thing further. The reasons of the swift

abjuration of commercial enmity which has its source in ,i

failure may be imagined ; but for those who have not the go.Hl

fortune to be merchants, some explanation of the drain;t

known as a bankruptcy is necessary if they are to coniprehen.!

Iiow it constitutes the most monstrous legal farce in Paris, and
understand the ordinary rule to which Cesar's case was to bi'

so marked an exception.

.\ failure in business is a thrilling drama in three distinct



UKSK AND FAIJ. OF (MOSAU BIROTTEAU 270

IS. Act the fir.<t may be callc.l The A-oni ; act the .«m.n.l
'

-c Irustws; and act the third, The Concordat, or pavni.MiL
- !

fornp(.sm..n. The spectacle is twof.dd, as is the case with
i!.iys performed ou the sta-e; for there is the spectaeidar
'.nrt jiitended for the public, and the more or less invisible
I cliaiuMM by which tlie elTects are produced. an<l the «ame
.

iv if seen b,.fore and beliind the scenes looks fpiite difTercnt
'm diircreiit points of view. In the win;,'s stand the l.;mk-

)
ipt and his attorney (one of the advocates who practise at

•'•• Inbunai of Commerce), and the trustees and agent and
-'<• re-istrar complete the list.

.Vobody outside Taris knows what no Parisian can fail to
Know, that a re-istrar is the most e.xtraordinan- kind of
::iinstrate wlneh th.- freaks of civilization have devi.^cd. In

i.K- first place, he is a judfje who, at everv moment of his of-
• .i! life, may po in fear that his own measure mav be dealt
•; urn afrain. Paris has ev.n seen the President of her
nlMinal of Commerce compelled to file his petition; and the

'^'Iniary .|u.]<re. who is called upon to act as a registrar, is no
> nerable merchant retired from business, who.se mngi^tracv
-a tribute to a stainless career; but the active senior partner
I M.megrcat hou,<e. a man burdened with the responsibility

;

:
\ast enterpri.es. Jt is a t<inr qua no,: that a judge who is

iind to give decisions on the torrents of commercial dis-
c's which pour incessantly upon the capital shall have as
'i'li, or more, business of his own than he can manage.
Nuis the Tribunal of Commerce, which miirht have been

.' 'i-eful transition stage and half-wav house betwe,.n the trad-
:^;u'<ommunity and the regions of the noblesse, is composed
"1 busy merchants, who may one dav be made to suf-r for
';ni.opular awards, and a Birotteau among them mav find a'1 I illet.

The judge or registrar, therefore, is of necessity a p.T^on-
;i-e in who..e presence a great deal is said to which perforce
^- lends an ear, thinking the while of his private concerns
I!.' is very apt to leave -.ublic business in the hands of the
'rustees and the attorneys who practise at the Tribunal of
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'>"M mnnMp. u, r, .nn.-,!,. t!i.. i„t.n-i, „|- il,,. „n,„v and ..f tlu'
"m--th.. huMor.il,!,. iuuUr ^^U^, |,,,l f.ill,.,. intu Mn^fnrt,,,,,.
"f !at.. v..Mrs ,t has 1...,, tl,.. ,.ra,.,.v „( -hnu,! i,„lt'r< t-i
'^.iit fill tliH ha. hr,.„ ,h.,H. so a, tu av.,.l th.. numinr... and
"iiakc an •Hurl to appoint a man of pa.sahl,. iiit—ntv

I'nnntr this first act th,. .n.Htors. ,..„„„,. or pr.Mun..,!
;

:v-,.nt thrnisrlvrs to s..i,.,t th.. pn.visi 1 trust, .,.s „„ ;„,."

•"i,,n,.nt. whi.h. as has hem sanl. is prarti.allv linal. In
!.ns,.l..<.toraI a.^wnhly -vrrv ..n ,htor ha> a voi, ... wh-th.-r his
'
:nni IS for hfty sous or lifiv thoM>an(l fran.s. and thr votes
:•• reckoned Uy count and not hv uvi-ht. Tlic names of the

'ni>to..s an. pro,,oH.d at the n,eet^l^^ paekcd in- the dehtor
'•ith sham creditors (ti,c oniv ones wh„ nev,.r fail K, put in
.^n appearanc,.)

; and from the names thus sent in, the re-is-
•rar the ],ouerI<.ss proidct. is houmi to .iioo.e tho^. wiio
-'.111 act. Xatiirall.v, therefore, the n.-i^trar tako« the
:rnstees from the dehlor's hand., another ahn^e which turns
• n^ catastrophe ,nto one of the most hurh-.p,,. dramas sane-
:
"ncd hy u court of ju.-tice. The -honorahle tra.ler fallen
'^fo misfortune" is master .,f the situation, an.j pnu^eeds f,
irryout a pn.meditafcd rohi.ery with the !au- at his hack-
In Paris, as a rule, th.' petty fradesnu'n are hiamo],.ss. I^fore
• ~hopke..p,.r hies Ins sch-'dule, tlie poor !,on,.M fellow has h'ft
no stone nntnrned: he has sold his wife's s!,awi. and pawned
n!> spoons and forks; and when he ,^^1,,.. i„ ,„ i,,, j^ ;, „.j,,,
"npty hands, he is utterly ruined, and Inn not ,.vcu monev to
iM.v the attorney, who troubles liimself verv litij,. about" his
'licnt.

The law demands that the ronrnrJaf. which remits a •
Kirt

./be debt an,] n.stores the d,.btor to tlu- mana-em,.nt of hi.
^' .nrs. shouhl be put to the vote and carrie.l hv a .„tli,.i,,„t
^'.Unrity witl, due re-anl to th.^ amounts da'iu.e,! l,v the
'ters. To secure the majority is a -r.at f,.at whi.-h deman,]s
''' most skilful diplomacy on the part of the debtor his .,t-
iney and the trust..,., amid ib.. ,lash of conflbtin- int.T-

;

-^. J he ordinary ..,mui..npbi.-e stratagem consists in offer-
"i^' to such a body of the creditors as will represent the ma-
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joritv ri(|nin<l li\ iln
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I lien- i>
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rniwri wim'
f.\|Mrit nee. liMVc <|i(j(|.(l of Idle tllilt all

Mild ul

airii.* iTc nia<i

iiriv ilKTi' 1.- a •.i>|)i(i(>ii III fraiiil: thus it is to tlu-

(lt'l)t(ir"s interest tu e.iiii|ilain of tin- "I'Morl mm," and tlie

jii(l;.'e.- of the Triliiinal liopc m this wav to rai,-e ttie moral
tone of procenlin^'v in liijiiidalion. Hut thrv will only suc-
ceed in iiiakiii- niattrrs wor.-e ; creditors will txenise their
in;.'cnuity tu iii\crit still more rascally devices which the
jud^v's will I, rand as re^'i trars, and prolit liy as merchants.

Another e\trciiir|\ popular expedient, which ; ve rise to
the expro.Mon "serious and Ie-;itiniato ereditor." consists in

ereatin^' crcdit-ir.-, much as du Tillet created a firm of
hankers. l\\ inlroducin-,' a suflicient numher of f'laparoiis
into the nu'etin-r. the dehtor. in these diverse manifestations
receives a shari- of tlie spoils, and scnsihiv diminishes the
dividend- of the real creditors, Thi ; plan "has a doiihle ad-
vanta^'e. The dehtor ohtains resources t'or the future, and at
the same time .-ecures tlie pro|i.T numl.er of vo(e> represent-
ing' (to all afipearance) a suHicieiit iiroportiim of the claims
upon the e.tale, the majority necessary for his di.sehar;.'.'.

These "^ray li<i;.'us creilitors" are like sham electors in the
electoral college. What help has the ".serious hunn-fid,- cred-
itor" apiin-t his "^ray, ho^nis" compeer? He can rid him-elf
«if him liy attacking: him! \'ery -rood. Rut if the 'Verion-
and haih'i-lhlc" creditor means to oust the intruder, he must
h'avehis own husiiiess to tak.' care of it-elf, anil he must em-
ploy an attorney: and as the -a^d altoniey iiiaki^ little or

nothini: out of the case, he prefers ti> "conduct" bankruptci.s.
and does not take a hit of tiettifo;.ririnjr Imsiness too seriouslv.
Thill. .-It the oiit.set, hefore the "nay ;,nd |„,rr„s" one can be
unearthed, a lahyrinth of jirocedure inu<t he ent.Ted upon,
the biinkru[it"s hooks mu-t he e^one throuudi to some reniotf
epodi, ,ind aj)j)lication muit be liiade to the Court to require
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'•'>' li"' l'n..ks nf tl,,. |,|.t..li.l.(| .rnlltur .>.|i.,Il bf Ilki'M ISO
;nMlu(r.|; il„. iinprol.alMlit y of tl„. (iclioii imi,.t be wt forth
'i'i 'Ifarly |.r..\c.l to llic ^ati.vfa.ti.m .,f the j.i.I^m's ..f tli.»

Inl.imal. and thr mti.mis cn.litor i.m.i conic aii<l ^n ami
i

•"I mid an. II,-,. int. Test in tlit- inditr.TcnI. Tin. (.itii\otic
il'>rnian(f, niMivov.r. niii^t lie jrnn.' tlir..iij.di afivsli'li, ,.,,rli

i'aratc .a.-o; ami rach j,My and b«);,'iis creditor, if fairly ron-
i''<l of "piicty," Miaki's his bow to the c(.urt with an "Kx-
-' inc. th.rc is hhiic mistake; 1 ani verv s.-rioiis indeed."

^n this IS dune without prejudi,,. to the ri^dits .,f the debtor,
ii"inay ajipcal and briii;,' Dun (^lixntc int,, the Coiirt-ifoval.
\nd in the nieantinie Don l^iixote's own atfairs go askew,
id he too may hi- conipeUed t(, file his schedule.
Mora!

:
Ut the debtor choose his trustees, verify the claims,

;id arranire the amount of composition himself.
"

f.iyen tiie-e conditions, who cuinot imagine the underhand
licnies, the tri<ks worthy ,n .narelle, strata-^ems that a

i I'-iitin might liave .jcvised. th. .les that would do credit to
Mascanlle, the empty wallets of a Scaj.ln, and all the re-
ts of these two systems? Any bankriiptoy since in^olyency

line into fa.<lii(m would supply a writer with mat.Tial .sutli-
nt to fill tlie fourteen volumes of Clarism Il'irlotre. A

- 'iirlo example shall sufTice.

The illustrious (iobseck. the master at whose feet the
|''lMias. (iigonnets. Werbrusts, Kellers, and Xueingens of
' ris have sat, once found himself amniii: the creditors of
'ankrupt who had managed to swindle him. and whom, on
It account, he proposed to handle roughly. Of this per-

'1 he received bills to fall due aftfr th,' dhclum^r for a sum
I'll (taken together with the dividends received at the

) f^'xHiW pay the amount owing to him ((Iobseck) in full.
-l.^cck, in consequence, recommended that a final divi.lend
! iwenty-fiye per cent be paid. Behold the creditors swindled

• r (.'ob.scck' benefit! But the merchant had signed the il-

-'al bill.s in the name of the insolvent firm: and when the
T 'MO came, a dividend of twenty-five per .vnt was all that he
^
uKl be made to pay upon them, and Gobseck, the great Gob-

L
I-

V

f.

i.

t
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seek, mvivcd n Imiv fifty |.cr cent. Ilr ;ilw;iys t-)()k off his
hat with ii<iiii(;il iv>|.c(i \\\u-n Iw met thar dclitor.

Assail tran<.:i(iiniis which lakr [.laiv within ten (L-iy.~ before
the tiiiii' when a man lilc- his .-chnhilr arc open to (|ucstion.
certain jpnidci,! |uos|,c(tivc haiikrii[.i> arc careful to hrcak
pround early, and to aii[>rnach sonic of their creditors, who.-c
iiitere.t it i>, ii.it Ic-:, than their own. tn arrive at a prompt
settlement, 'i'iicn liie iiK.rc a>tnle creditors will jjo in searcii
of the simple ,,!• n( t!ie Very liUM. paint the failure in the
darkest color-, and linally huy up their claim.- for half their
^"'""- \Vlieii I he e-taie is ii.piidated. tlic.-e .-lircwd folk COHie
by the diviu'eiid on their own .-hare, and make fiftv, thirty,
ortweii«y-(ive p,.r cent (,n the liabilities •ndiich they have pur-
cha.-ed, and in this way cuiitrive to hise nothing.

'

.\fter til- I'aiiiiiv i. dei-lared. tlie liMuse in which a few bags
i>i innney yei remain from the pilja^'e ;,- m.-.re or less her-
metieally sealed. Happy the merchant who ean efTeot an en-
trance hy the windew. the r,„,f. t!ie ceMar. or a hoh> in the
wall, an.1 -eeure .. hair t.. -well hi^ share! "When thin.trs have
eome to tin.- pa--, tliis Dere-imi. where the cry of "Each for
himself has been rai.-cii. it is hard to -ay wliat i.s illetral or
legal, false or true, honest or di<honi--t. .\ creditor is thought
•' '-l-'Ver fellow if h,,' "enver- hitii-elf; that i- to say, if he
secures himself at tlie c\pi'n^e of th- re-i. All France once
ran.i.' with discn-i,.n of a prndieinii- failure, which took place
in a certain city wh; re th.Te w.-i- a Cunrt-Roval : the magis-
trates therein li-inu-- all personally inteiv-t.'d in the ca-e, ar-
rayed their shoulders in waterproof cluak< so heavv, that the
mantic ef jn-iiee wa.- worn into holes, on which grounds it

was iieee-;iry [d trau-.'er the all'air into another court. Th(>re
wa< no registrar, no a-eiit. iio (inal ji;d_qih nt po.-siide in ti.e

bankrufit's own distrii t.

In rari< the-e lommen-ial (|uick-anfis are so Ihornnrrhlv
Well appro iated. that c\ery tuerehant. how(>ver much time
he mav h:ive ,,n hi- hand-. ,!ecep|, tlie loss as an uninsured
accid.'Tit: and. unle~- he Is involved for some verv larire siiin.

pas,-es the matter to the wron- .-ide of his |)rofit"and loss ac-
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(fnuit. JIc is imt ->•() I'oulifli as tu \va>ti' tiiir.' owr \va>ted

ii;(iiiey; he pivt'cr.-^ to kccj) lii> own pot lioilin:^-. As for the

nil' tradiT, liard juit to it to pay iii> iiinnihly arcouiit.-, ami
'A to the narrow round id' his own hn.~inc-.-, Utliou> hiw pi'o-

^'I'din^fs, iiivolviiiL,^ a heavy initial outlay, ^raro hinr, he j^ivu.-

,1 llie atli'inpl to see throui:h the matter, follow^ the exanip'e
' the jrreat nu'rchanl, and makes up his mind to his lo^>.

Wliok'sale merchants do not lile their sehedule in these days;

:';iy li(pndate hy private arran;;enieni ; t'.ieir ereditors take

'liat is otTered them, and .irive a receipt in full: a plan which
. .es publicity, and the delays of tlu' law, and soliciturs" fees,

.;id depreciation of stock conseipient on a sudden realization.

It is a common belief that it pays Intter to have a private

.rangenient than to fiirre the e-tate into baidxruptev. ^u pri-

\ ite arran<xemeiits are more fi\'(pient than failures in Paris.

I'he second act of the drama is intended to jirove that, a

;ii.-tee is incorruptible : that there i- n<>t the sliLihle.-t attempt

:;! collusion between them and the debtor. Tlie audience.

'•viio have most of theiti In'cti at some time ca~t for the part of

trustees themselves, know that a tru.-ti'e is another name f(W

iret itoi .vhose claims are "covered." lie li.-tens. and lie-

lieves as much as he plca-e~. till, after thre" months sptmt in

iiiv; St iratinii; liabilities and a--et.-. the day comes when com-
To^ition is offereil and accepted. Then tin- ]irovi>ion,il tru<-

tif'sread a litth' rejiort for the a—embled creditors. The f,)l-

lowintj is a general formula:

"(lEN'Ti.EMEX.—The total amount owinsr to us was one

iiiillion. We have dismantled our man like a stranded frigate.

i !ie sale of old iron, tinilter. and copper has brought in three

'mndred thousand francs, the as-et- therefore amount to

tliirly per cent of the liabilities. In our joy at finding this

~nin, when our dt'btor might have left us a i)are hundred thou-

sand francs, we proclaim him to be an .\ri>tides. We voti>

iiim crowns and a premium by way of encouragi'ment ! We
j>ropo.~e to leave him his ass(4s. and to give him ten or a dozen

years in which to pay us the di\ideiid of fifty per cent, wliich
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he condescends to promi.se us. Ikiu is tin; cuiicurdal, walk
up to the desk, and put your names to it I"

At those words tiie Iia{)py crfiiiiors fall

necks and coii'Tatulate one
has 1Hvii ratilii-d |)v tiio Tribunal.

on each other's

another. When the concDrdui

uu; iiiereliant"s assets uit
put at his disposition, and he ije'Mns husiin
notl

th

iin;: had happened. He is at liberty to f

payment of the promised dividJiids—a sort of

a^Miri as it'

ul om-e more over

grandchild of a failure, which not

,Teat-

lant

daugl

I'oriir by a mother nine months at'

udiloiii appears like an iu-

iter.

ter .-he has married lier

If the ru/uunlat is not accepted, the cred
make linal appointment of i ustecs. T' -

Iton fortliwith

lev '•esort to cvtrenu
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property and business; they lav their
he lia
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hands
s or may have. Ins rever.-ir)iiarv ri<dits in tht

on evervthin-;

of father and motliiT

is a desperate remedy found

uncles aiKJ aunt.-

property

ami the like T !iis
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ness. nvn

open to him; by the first method.

fore here are two wavs

own hands, and means t(

he tak(>s thiuirs into his

laviu'' fal

recover himself; in t

Pillerault k

len into the water, he i; content ti

new the difference well. 11

le secoiKJ.

,^0 to tlie bottom.

ion, that it was as hard t

e was o
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f Rajron's op ni-

Ile counseled surrender at d
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perience with
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the liquidation, and to put th

jfc. askin<: him to conduit

f>roeeeds at the disposition of

requires that the creditors slioul'
the creditors. The law
make ail allowanee for the support of the di^btor and his fam

Pillerault <:ave notice to

maintain his niece acil

ily wiiile the dr ima IS in proirre
the n>,tri.>^trar that he himself wmild
nephew.

Du Tillet had ])lanned
inL' th c a<:(.ny of his old master's f

everythinij with a view to probm?-
liiuri and in the follow

mg manner. Time is so valuable in i'aris, that, thoiedi there
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,ire utiuaJly two tru.-ttes appointid, one only acts in the case;
ilui other is noniinutfd for form's sake; he approves the pro-
Mfdings, like tiie second notary in a notarial deed; and the

tivo trustfi: as often as not leaves the work to the attorney
inployed by the b;inkrupt. By these means a failure of the
r.-t kind is conducted so vigorously that everything is

e.itchcd up, fixed, settled, and arranged during the minimum
!ime required l.y thi' legal procedure. In a hundred days the
registrar might repeat the cold-blooded epigram of theMin-
-lerwho aiiiioiiiHi.l that "(Jrder reigns in Warsaw."
l)u 'J'illet iiieaiit to make an end of Cesar, commercially

-peaking, i.. the names oi the trustees appointed through
his inlluene, had an ominous .sound for Pillerault. M. Bi-
lault, e:li, vvise (iigoiuiet, the principal creditor, was to do
nothing. .M<Jineiix. the fidgety little old per.son who had lost
ri'.thing. was to ,],, everything. Du Tillet had thrown this
iinble corp>e of a business to the little jackal to worry before
!!.• devoured it.

Little Moliueux went home after the meeting of creditora
it which the trustees were appointed, "honore*!"' (so he put
•

)
'by the suiTrages of his fellow-citizens," and as happy

m the prospect of domineering over Birotteau as an urcliin
who has an ins.-et to torment. The owner of house-property,
being a stickler for the law, bought a copv of the Code of
I'omincrcr, nnd asked du Tillet to give him\hf benefit of his
lights. Luckily. Joseiih Lebas, forewarned by Pillerault, had,
:it the outset, obtained a sagacious and benevolent registrar,
-iid (iobenlieim-Keller (on whom du Tillet had fixed his
'iioice) was replaced liy ^I. Camusot, an assistant judge, and
i'illerault's landlord, a I. beral, and a rich silk merchant,
-poken of as an honorable man.
One of tile most dreadful scenes in Cesar's life was his en-

forced conference with little Molineux; the creature whom he
ad looked upon as such a nullity was now, by legal fiction,

Ucome Cesar Birotteau. There was no help "for it: so. ac-
'onipanied by his uncle, he climbed the six pair of stairs in
the Cour Batave, reached the old man's dismal room, and con-
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''n...n of ,1h. Cafe Davul; In- ;,avr PHhTault a s.arvd look.
il'' had reckoned upon dealii.u uitli Eir.Kirau al,)!). and

' I'l-Miuisfd himself that h,. wouhl i>n,e as suvrrri^i lord
"'i .'ii|»iter. II,. had nicanl to strike t.'rror into l^rniteau's
-"nl by the thund..rhoIts of a fnruial indictinmi. l,, hran.'i.h
- a.xe ahov.. Ins head, to cnjov il,.. <,.,.,-tarl,. nt 1„. an-Mii-h
^^i ;i arm. and th.-n to rel,.nt at th. ,, raver of liis vicii,,.. andd h,ni auay with efrnal .LTatr Av in his soul. |!,;i i„-

^t'.adof the insect, he uas eonfrn„„.d with this i„iMn(.--Iike
!'l sphinx.

"There i.s nothin.ir whatever to laiiudi at. sir'" siid he
"I be- yonr pardon " ivtiirn,.! I'ilh.n..u!t. -Vo,, are' eon

-

'iltin- M. (•hi[)aron pivtty fr.vlv: vou arc n -drrtin- the
interests ot the other creditors to obtain a dcci-io„ that vou
!iave preferential elain,<. \ow I. as a creditor, can inter-
vene. J he re<:istrar is there."
"Sir," .«aid Molineiix. "1 am ineorru))tiI)l(\"
"1 know yo„ aiv." said Pilleraidt : "vou are onlv -,.ttin-

^ •urselt out of the scrape, as the savin- is. Vnu are .hrewtf
"1 have done as you did in the ease of that tenant of
y'UTs-

•<»h
:
sir, my lawsuit in the matter of the Hue ^^,u(or.^^eil

'> not deeided yet !" cried the trustee, slippin- back into the
liiidlord at the w.u-d. juM as the cat who h^M-ame a woman
["'iineed upon the niouM'. ••.\ new isMie. as ihev .av Ins
iHrn rai.^ed. It is not a sub-tenan<v

: he hold^ dire.f and the
-"'np say> now that as he paid his rent a ve;. • i„ advance
•';'i there is only a year to run" (at this point I'lileraiilt irave
< csar a planee which recommended the elo~e<r attention to
Hhat should follow), -and the year's rent bein- 'MViKiid. he
"iiLdit clear his furniture out of the |)remi^e.. So iliep."i- -i

lit w lawsuit. .\. a matter of fact. 1 ou^dit to l,,„k .fter mv
I'warantee- until I am paid in full : there mav be repairs wlu,.h
''• tenant o iirjit to pav for."

"Hut you caniioi distrain e.\c,>i)t for rent" remarli-' I'i'ie
r:i.lt.

".And accessories:" cried Molineux. attack(-d in the < entro.
lo
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"The article in the Codo is interpreted |jy thi; li<,dit of deci-

sions; there are precedents. Tile law, liu\ve\er. certainlv

wants mending in this resprct. At tiiis mnmeiit I am draft-

ing a petition to his lordship the K<'ep(r of tlic Seals coiurni-

ing tlie liiati It would become the (Jovermiicnt to con-

sider the intere.-ts of owners of jjrojHTty. 'i

upon us, for we bear the brunt of tiie taxes.

h'j .Sii ;e (lepeni

'You are well (jiiali.'it'd to enlighten the (iovernment," saiil

illeraii! "luit oil what pnini in this business of onrs c in

we throw any light for you?'

'J want to know," said Molineiix with imperious enijihasi^,

'"whether M. Rirotteau has received any money from M.
Popinot."

"No, sir," answered Birotteau. A discussion followed as

to Birottcaw's interest in the firm of Topinot, in the course

of which it was decide<l that Popinot had a right to demand
the repayment of his advances in full without putting in his

claim under the bankruptcy as one of Birotteau's creditors

for the half of the expenses of starting his i)ii>ir. -s, which

Birotteau ought to have paid, (iradually, under Pillerault's

handling, Molincu.x became mon^ and mure civil, a symptom
which proved that he set no little store on the opinion of tho

frequenters of the Cafe David. Before the interview ended

he was condoling with Birotteau, and a.-ked him no less than

PillerauJt to share his humble dinner. If the ex-jierfunicr

had gone by himself, he would perhaps have exasperated

Molineus, and brought rancor into the business; and now,

as at some other times, old Pilhrault played the part of

guardian angel.

One horriiile fonn of torture the law inflicts upon bank-

rupts; they are bound to app<'ar in person with the provisionnl

trustees and the registrar at the meeting of creditors which

decides their fate. For a man who can rise above it, as for

the merchant who is seeking his rmim-hr, the dismal cerr-

mony is not very formidalile; but for any one like Ce.sar !•!

whole thing is an agony only paraUeled by tlie hi-t day in the

condemned cell. Pillerault did all in his power to make that

day endurable to hi? nephe^Y*
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MoIinouxV procM'dinjrs. siinctionod by tho hankr-ipt. had
!
•'n on tin's wi-r. The lawsuit conecrninj,' tlu' riiorl^rajr,. on

tlH' pr(i|MTty in tlic Fauhonrjr <lu Tomplo had hocn^Tainod
;n tho Court of Appral. 'I'iu- trustees dcr-ided to soil tho land.
nd Ci'sar tiiado no ol.j... tions. Du Tillot, knowin? that tho

'-'veniincnt meant to eonstruet a canal ^o open oommiinioa-
'11 between Saint-Denis and tho Tj)per Seine, and that the

'.nal Would pa>s throu^di tho Fauhour-j du Temple, bought
'''>ar's property for seventy thousand francs. Cesar's
!!-dits in tho Madeleine buildinp-land wore abandoned to M.
< liiparon. on condition that ho on his side should make no
i'liiiind for half tho registration fees, which Cesar should
liive paid on tho completion of tho contract ; it was arranged
'hat Clapanm should take over tho land and pav for it. and
n ceivo the dividend in the bankruptcy which was due to the
^'ndors.

The perfumer's interest in tlio firm of Popinot & Com-
!';my was sold to the said Popinot for forty-eight thousand
fnincs. Celestin ('revel bought tho business as a going con-
" rn for fifty-seven thousand francs, together with tho lease
• '< the premises, the stock, tho fittings, tho proprietary rights
in tho IMte des Sultanos and Carminative Toilet Lotion, a
turlvo years' lease of tho factory and tho plant being included
in the sale.

The liquid assets reached a total of one hundred and
lunety-fivo thousand francs, to which the trustees added sev-
' Miy thousand francs from the liquidation of "that unlucky
rilow Hoguin," Two hundred and sixty-five thousand francs
in all. The liabilities amounted to about four hundred ^nd
firty tiiousand francs, so that there would be a dividend of
More than fifty per cent.

A li(|uidation is something like a chemical process, from
ttiiicli tho clover insolvent merchant endeavors to emerge "s
it saturated solution. Kirotteau, distilled entirely in this
n tort, yielded a result which infuriated du Tillet. Du Til-
1-t thought that there would be a dishonoring bankruptcy,
iind behold a liquidation highly creditable to his man. He
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'iiiinl. iv-i;:iiiili'>;i m.-nlc ii ilivp iiii})rc»i(.ii on I'illcrault.

i!inMi;_:!i ih- ihin jiartili.iri wall. u.m-iI f> Ihmt liini cry at
' :'. "XcVcrl IK \cr! I will die vuoHiT."

i' i'lMiili. >,, Mniii-- hiiiiH-lf liy iva-.i?i (,f hi-: >iiiipl,. lif,.,

:-t(MMl ucakiic-s. II,. mailc up lii< mind i<> .-pare Hi-
iii the an-ui-li to wliidi !,;, pcphcw niiLdit mi.ciuiiI).

'iivadfiil and inrsital.lc niccliiit: wiih hi,, cnMliior-! Thf
!- firv, i-i.. p.,>iti\v, and niiiliru-hin- in thi< n.-pc-t; tiie
'' "'"' frfn-.-; ti. app/ar i- lia!,!,. ,,ti i!ir.-r -ri.Mnds alone
iv,' his can. tran-fcrrcd (.lit of iln' cMiniii.nial into the
'I'll i"tirt. I'.nt if tile law (•..mpid-. th,. a[i|i..aranco of

dchtnr, it cxcrciMS no >ni h uMiMraint upon lli" crcditori^.

\ niccliii,!,' (d' crcditois is a nnrr fornialily r\c. pt in vvr-
: cases: when, for c\;iniplc. a r'.-iic is to h|. ou-tcd. or the

iiirs unite to rel'ii-c ihe dividend oIl'iTcd, ,'.r (.annot
anmnu' t!icinM!\,s h.,aii>e some (d' incir ninnher an;

'<i:vd In ihe pivjudict; of I he rc-t. or the dividend
• d is onlra-con^ly siiiali. and the haid<rn[)t is douhtfu!

' Mainin.LT a majority to caiTy the resolution. I'.nt when
'-tate has hecii lioiioily li(niidated. or when a ra-eallv
• r has sipiarcd everyi.oily, the ineetinLT is onlv a inatteV
nn. So riilerault Went round to the eredilors one after

:.cr, and aske(l each to empower his attorney to represent
• i OR that Occasion, i^very fredit(U-. dii '''illet'exc-ptt'd, was

for JJirotteau now tliat he had heen hrouLrht low. All
Hin knew how he had hehaveil. how W(dl hi.s hooks had

:
kept, and how strai.irht forward he had hcen in tlie nuit-
'i'hey Were well pleased tc» iim] net one '•^'av" creditor

'i.-- their numher. .Molineux. as a.Lrent in the'lir>t place,
ifterwards as tni>tce. had found all that tlie poor man

--.-ed. down to tile print (d' J/cni ami Lriuu/cr which I'o-

•"1 had <riven hitri. j'.irotleau had not taken awa" such
mH matters as his ,L'old-I.uekles. his pin. and the two
•'lies, winch even an lione-t man niiplit not ha.ve scrupled
p. This toiu'liiiii: ohedience to the law made a <rrcat
i:on in commercial eireles. IJirotteau's enemies repre-

!
the-e thinirs as eoiu'lusive sigiis of the man's stuidditv;
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but scrisii.lc ]Mo|.|.' ~:i\v Ml. Ill iti tlicir triii' li-lit. ;i< a iiiii':ni1-

cent (AC.'--; nf li(,tii>t\. In two inmith-; n ( !i,iii;:i' had 1m. n

liruu<.'lit .-iliniit in ..[liiiK.n mt "( hani.'c. 'I'lic ino>t iiKliir.Tciii

Jidiiiitl.'il thai ilii>. faihin- wa> mic nf the Kn'at.'-t curiositii^
of (.iiimicTir <'\,r hrar.l <<(. So wlicii the crclilDrs k'l. u
that th.-. u. IV t,, ivr.a\i> m\i_v |mt cmt. tlirv auivnl to .!..

all that I'lll.Taiill a-kcl ..f thcin. 'I'hciv arr hut U-w att.ir-

ncys iira<liMii,i.' at ih.' 'i'lihunal ; >.. sr\,.ral of the crrditors dr.

])Ulcd the ^a^l.• iiiaii In rc|iiv>riit ihi-m. and the ulicdc foriiii-

(hihlc a--(.|iililaL'c \\a- reduced to iliree attoriievs, Ha^oi). the

two tni-tees, and the re;;i>trar.

"(V~ar, yoii caii '^i> uilhont fear to vcnir luectintr to-dav;
you uill find n^h.-dy there." PilhTault'.siid on the nioniini;
of that inenmrahle dav.

M. Raj:on ui^hccl t.. <:,> with his d,.I)t()r. At tlio soumi
of llie thin ehlerly xnier (if tlie pfeviuus (iwiler nf tlie nifm
cf h'osrs. all the i-,,|,M- left hi> ^ue,v.--nr".- fare; hut the kin.]

little old man hehl .uit hi~ arm-, and Birottcau went tn liim

like a child to lii> father, and hmh .~hed tears. This in.hi!-

^'eiU -nndne-^ put fn-li heart int.. <'e-ar. and he fnllowcd hi*

uncle to the call.

Punctually at half-pa>t three tli(>y arrived in th(> (Mnitn'
Saint-Merri, where the Trihunal of Cnnnnerce then held its

sessiniis. The Salle ,lr< Kaillite- wa- de-erteij. The dav aiui

tho hour had heen lived to that en, I with the approhation of

the trustees and the rcLristrar. The att.>rneys were there on
behalf of their <-!ient<: theiv wa- nolhitiLr t(> fill Cesar's s.ml

with drea.l: an.l yet the ]n>,tv man could not enter M. ("anni-

sofs mnin (which had one,. i,ren his) without d(^ep emotion,
and he sluidderd a- h.' w.iit t!irnii;.'h the Salle d(>s FaiHitps.

"It is cold."" sai.l M. ('aii:u>nt. turnin-: to Birottcau: '•these

.uentlemi'M will imt !», ^..rry to May 1),.^. instead of Ihmi!::

frozen in the Salle."" ( lie w.aihl tint say the Salle des Fail-

lite-
) "S.-at ynurse!\e--. Lrentlemell.""

I'i\ery nih' sat d.,wn: ilie ivei-trar put Cesar, still confused,
into his own armchair. Then trustees and attorney.s signed
their names.
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"In (••iii.'-itlcratiKii <>( tlir iiliaiiiluiiiiii'iit dt' vmir e.-t.itc," eaitl

I iiiiusdt, agi in a(liln'^>in;r Mirottcau, "vmir cn'litnrs iinani-

ii;'ii:-ly n}.'rci' t<> fiirr;.'() thr n'maimlir nf ilu'ir claitn.'; vniir

r.tiriirdal is ('(Hichcii in laiigin'L''' utmii mav .-nl'icn vntir rt>-

k'^ t^ ; vimr attdriHV will liavr it (iiiitiiiiicil lis the Trilninal at

i'liii'. So vnii ;ii-i' ilixhar;.'! i], All tin- jml;.''- I'l' thi' Trilmnal

hiivi' fflt Sony that ynu -hnuM he ]ilar((| in mkIi a position,

'ii.ir M. Birottcau, williniit hnriu' -m |ifi-fi| by your coiir-

:i_'i'." ('aiMHsi)t Went on, taking' Hiroiti'a\i's liainis. "and tlnTf

.- :io niic liut a]i]>rf('iatc> ymir iiitr^'rily. 'I'lirnui:h \nur dis-

r- you have .-liown yoiir.-flf worthy of the jio-iiion which

. 1 hchl hiTr. 1 have incn in husinc-s thoc twenty year.-.

. : this is the m'cmihI time th.-.t I have ^ci'ii a merchant rise

Miliiie esteem 'after hi- failure." "

I'irottcau i:ra>)ieil the rcL'i.-trar's ham! ami -ijUeezed it.

T ;' re were tears in his eyt^. ('amu.-ot a.~ked him what he

iif.atit to do. and Uirotteau an.-wered that he was piing to

'.V .rk, and that he intended to jiay hi- creditors in full.

'"!
f V(ai sho\iId he in wan! of a t'l w thoii-and frams to carry

ii;i! voiir nohle de.-i^'n vui will alway- I'nd them if you come

!>' nie," said Camiisot ; "I woidd gi\e ihem with ;.'reat pleas-

lif' to Wf a thini,' not often seen in Paris."

iMlerault, Rapiii. and Ilirotteau left the 'Priluiiial.

Well, was it ^o haii after allr" ^aid i'illerault, when thoy

- >] outside.

| can si'O your hand in it, uncle." said Cesar, deeply

l-'.rhed.

.\nd now that you are on your feet again, oomo and soo

nephew," said Hagon ; "it is only a step to the I?no des

< U'j-Dianiants.''

h was with a cruel panir that Ce-ar looked np and saw

' "-tancc sitting at lier <le.-k in a room on the low dark tloor

e the .-hop: dark, for a .-ignhoard outside, on which the

' "A. i'opinot" was painted, cut otT oiu'-third of tiie light

M the window.

Ihre is one of .\ie\ander"- lieul'Miant-." >aid I'irotti-au,

p.i.nting to the .-ign with tlie foreeil mirth of mi-fortune.
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I ill • rMli.-li-ilin.'d i.Mi(t;, . ill,. !l;n\i' i-X |(n--M()Il of Hi Fot fail's
"I'l l"'li't' in lii> Mi|.rri..r l.tlnii., m.,,],. |,';,-,,ii .Im.l.irr. ,!, -

s]n\r his >.\,.iiiv u ,11 -. I'.iii ( •:-..u-\ . hcrrfiilii.-^ hn.k<' .luurt

when his uiii. hn.ii-ht .luun lrti..r> {.<v l'n|)iiiul to .-igii, aiul
his f;i(,. iiininl uhilf ill -|.ii,. ,,f hiin-cir.

••(;,».(! ,.\,.niii'_'. ilr.ir." .~h.' sii.l. Mniliii;: .-il hitii.

"I iiiT,i II, ,t ;i-k \vh,ih,r vmi iiiv i,iiiil',,rhihir hiTr." C'^-tr
>-ilii|. ;mi| he |,loi^(.,| ;it |'.i|,in,,(.

"I riu,L'ht !„• Ml II, \ nun .-i.n"., h,,n.-,'." .-h,- .-.li.i. an^l li,'i !iii-.

l>iin.l u;i~ -tnirk liv iln' i.ihI, r r\|iiv-,-i,in whi.h ( rM--.M| !,,
•

fa.c.
'

i'.in,ltr;lll , ilil.l-ac, ,1 i'n|,il|,,l. >,ivil|;r, "I h.|\i- jll-t lot f,.r

cviT ill,' ri.L'hl t(i call \,mi ni\ .-mi.'"

"••'f 'i~ h, ,[,. sii,| l':,|,in,,i. ")'niir (hi i> piinu' wrll,

thank- |., ,,ur- i\]\,v\< in !!:,• n,'U--ji;i|i,T<. an.l thanks to (Ian-

<li»;irt, who hiis hc.n all n\,.f. an, I l!.,„|.,l I'n'iiir with |,!a

canlsand i.ro>[M.(tn-,.<. I!,. j, ha\in- |irn-p,ciuM- iti (oTiaan
print, il at St ra-lHuirL'. ami i- jiiM al„)iil l.. i!,-,cnil on Cur-
nianv lik.^ an inva^.m. W,. |,.i\,. ,,n!,r,- f,.r llin'o thoii~ain|
trross."

"Thn-,. th,Mi~,ainI -im,-- !"
( cji,,,-,! ( ,'-ar.

"Aii'l I ha\c l„,ni:lit ~<<,nr lan.l in fh.- Faiih.iur- Saiiii-
Maivaii, n,,t hadlv: a lacrnrv i- t,. !„ huih ih,n-, 1 >h,i!'

•^''f "II at ill,. otiuT plac' ill ih,. |-",nih,nir- ,1" 'I'lanpl,'

"

"Wilh a lilfl,' help. u:f,.." |;ir,,tt,'au .-aid :., C.iNtan., -

oar, "we siiali jnill lhr<,ii,-li."

From thai nu'iih.rahl.' day C'-.ir aii.l his ^\\\\. -,,^,1 daii-ii-

fcr iind'T-iciil ,ini' annilnr. l'iM,r ,!,Tk, ;is h,' was. |i,. l,,,,!

set hiinsiira ta-k w'lich. i

i'

i,.,i inip,,-,-ndr. was -i-anlic: h,'

w-onld pay Ins cv.lit,.!-- m l'i''i ! 'i'li,. ihiv'. nnitcl hv a ,.,,ni-

riKiri hond ot" fieri-,' iii.lrp,'n,l,-n,-,., .^yrw iiii-,Tlv. and (],'!!!,!

thcntsidvfs (.v.-ryiliiiiL'-; f\,'i'\- farlhinLr was ••,,n-,'cratcd to th:-

cnd. (.''-arinc, with on,' ,,l,i,-,i m Inr mind, threw li,T-.'!t'

iiit,. her Wnrk with a yniiiiL'- 'jilrV^ devotion. She spent li< r

niirhts in drvisint: scdienies fi.r inereasiiii' the prospcrirv '.f

the house; she invented doiirns for materials, and lirou'.;!!'

luT inborn hiisincss faculties into play. Her cinplover.s wer,'
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,l,li<:i(l ti) chcc k 111 r ••inlnr lur umk. ainl nuMrdi ! I'.r witli

|>ri'sciits. I'Ut «lic fliilitiiil til" nrii.ii II. lit- jiml tiiiiktt> whiih

ivv oircriil : It uti- iiM)iii \ th.it .! pnfrrrc-!. i''.\<Tv month
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I'.irntlrati. liviiiL' Ml hi> mil

I'm- -.ill' illM'-tlllrllts.

lr'> hiiii-r. <liil imt i-mii dan'

-k aiiv iiiii->tii)iis almiit tlir u-i-- to whirh ihr family s,:v-

urPi' [lul. Ill- wi-nt llirtiiiijli llii' ^tri'.t- witli a hi-rit ln-ail.

iiikiiii.' fnnii all I \i-. iliiu iK-a.-t, Ticrsiiiis, hliinl to all that

l-SCI I. It \i'\'-il II im that he imi^t wear iim' clolii.

\t aiiv ralr. I am not rat hilt mv i-ri'ilitiir- Imail. lU' >aii

ith iin aii.Lri'lu- ;:laiui' a
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am not

ts who nut till' I'lirottcaii of tho-i- days could

till' !>ii'otIraii wlmm llu-y ii-i d to kiinw. Vast

auaki'iii'd in indill'iTrnt lii-hiildi'i's at siizht of

iiat fac-i' so dark with lii- iihi'-ki'-t tniM-ry. ••'' Mu- man wlio

,id m-viT hci'ii thoiiLrhtful Ml howi'd down hi'iirath tln' W('ii,'lit

r a thonL.'ht ; it was a ii'M-latinii id' ihr di-ptli-. in that this

I he mcrclian

I'.it -I'c a trace ol

:!.i.ULdits wd'c

ill'', dwcllin*' on -o nnlinary a human Ic conld have Iiad

far to fall. To the man who would fain ho wiped out conns

I i-\tini-tion. Shallow natures who lack a (-oiiM'ience. and

.. incapahle nf mm h tVeliiiLr. i-an iicM-r furni-h forth the

I'.'edv of man and fate. Ki-liuinn alone sets it- peculiar

i! on those who have -ounded tlie-e deptlis; they helieVC

a future and in a I'rovidem-e : a i-ertain liirht >!iines in

1, a look of linlv re-i;rnation. hlen

'Uoltos those who heho

-t. like the exiled an,i

li-nded will 1 lioiie. winch

it : tliev know a

wei

ill that thi'V have

ping at the gates of Heaven.
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A barikrui)t cai iimi i\i III- lai-,- I

thrust
ill "CI laiiiT"': iiiiil (r.-ar.

iJtlt frdlll lllr .-ncKM nf ||,,Mr.-t Ini'll. \Va> llkf tl

ei^'hiri;,'- f(.r unv>l

ic aii::r

nil.

f-" ">lirti-,li |nn!!l!|- Cr-.U- iv|'ll,-r,l ;lll a 111 II

M

'iiicnt -^
; h

niiml \va.- Iiil! of ivlimnii- i|i"i ivii-inii. iiiMUu'iit-. in-|inv.| \<y In- l;ill. Siiiv
thou-h hr \va,- <<( \\u- l.'a-nii.-' Iririi.i-ir|,. n was iiii|.(,.-Miil.-

f" iinliKv liiin t,, (linr Willi III,
.

Ill : ,,,,,• wniiM li.' vi.-n ihi.

Lolja.-. ii..r ih,. M.itifats. liir l't;.\r/. a\u\ Cliiiriwillrs. iiur

I'VCIl M. \i;llnl|. Iill. tlln;i-!i ;ili « , [v ail\luu> tu .-liuU lluMf d<\-

tniratinii (-..y {\~:>v'~ iM-hin i-r. II, v,ni,|,! raihri' !„• alun.. i.,

'''•'• "^^ " "'" li!. A hnv lie coiilil II,, I iiicci ihc eves ni ailV (illc to

whom iir <,v,i',| ni.,n,'\ : and llic nii,-t cardial kiii,liic-i on t!i,'

I»-"'l "f ii- tVuiid- iTcailiMl hiiii to a srii-e of tlu' biiicriiess
of his [iM^ii i,,n.

('n!i>;aiicc and ('(-ariiic went iiowIhtc. On Sundavs ami
''"'' ''i.^^^- '' il.v iiiii,- wli, n lh,v u,.iv frcr. ilic two womm
wont lir-t I,, Ma-, am! th.n humr with ('o>araficr the -. r-

^''•'- I'lll'iaiiil II-. d I,. a-„ th,' Ahhr Loraux to coiiio—ihc
Ahho L,,rauN who had >ii-iain,Ml (,'..ar in 'lis trouhli'— and
tfiov mad,- ,a lainilv pany. Tli,' ,,1,1 iroiiniun^^T couM ii,)i hut
approve hi- la p!i. w"- >, laijdr-. hi- own -ens,' of ciinin.T.ial
honor \va-^ \<.n k,,'n: and ihendnr.' his mind was hcnt upon
]ri(Tc;i>inu ilio iininl.,.r ,,r p;M.pi,. whcin the hanknipt might
look in l!i,' fac-,' u iih a rh'ar i.mw.

In .May ls;'l \\u- .dlur!.- of th,' family thus strugtrlintx witli
advcr-iiy wiv ivwaid.d l,y a lioli,!,,y". contriver hv the •!'•-

'"'''' "I' i'i''i'' 'i'-iiiiir-. T])r lii--i .^iiinlav in thai nionth wa-
tho anii!v,r-ary of th,. h, lr,,ihal ,,f

( 'o'-ar and Constannv
PiHcraiilt and ih.^ I.'a-on- hu,] lakoti a liitl,. hou<o in tht^

oountry ai S(,Mii\. and ih- ,.hl ir,mi:i,,nuiT wanti'd to make a
ft'stiviil (d' ihf iinii-i'-uarmint:.

<»n tlir ."^aliir.lav ,'\,nin- lie -p,,k,. t,) his nopht-w. ''Wo arc
froini: mtn ili,. coinitry to-morrow. Cosar."" he said, "'and you
must CHliir Iiio."'

('e,-ar. uh,. wrof,- a h.-aiitifiil hand, eopiod doeunieut.s for
l*''r\dh' aiiii -,-\friil ,,ih(r 1,-iuyor- in the ovenina-. and nii

Sundays iwilli a di.-peii-atinii from the eiire) he worked like

u negro.
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"No," })(' an>\vcrcil; "M. I»iTvi]|i' is uaiiiii,u' t'ur an account

f a |:uariliansliip."

"i niir wifi' ami daiiL'hliT (l">cr\c a huliilav. and thcri' will

'• no one Init our I'ricnil.-—the Alilic Lnrau\. the IJa;:oi].-;,

Mul I'opiriot ami his uiulc Hoidc-.-. I want you t" come.'"

('('.-ar ami !ii~ wife, c: , . .
(! away hy tiic daih' rnuiid of

•!i('irl)usy lives, had iir < r ;.'onr !>,,.'; I . Scraux. thouLrh from
!:nic to time tiicy hntl I ad v> i>hcd ! see the i^ardrn apiin,

.:rid the Jimi'-tiTc iiciK ii -viiicii d uF had alniu.-t swooned
'Aitli joy, in the days wiien he ... '- >till an assistant at the

i,hirrn (if h'l/srs. 'I'o-dav. whi Ti I'opinot drove ihem. and
I'-irotieau sat willi Constance aiid tlieir dauirhter. hi> wife's

eyes turned to his fi-oni time tei time, huf the louk id' inielli-

;_'eiue in them drew m, answering: smile from his li])>. She
whispered a few words in hi> ear. liut a >hake of the head

«as the only ropoiiM'. The sweit e.\pre->ion> uf tenderness,

wiialterahle, hut now forced somewhat, hrou,<:ht no li<rht into

' i'..-ar"s eyes; his face t:rew irloomier, the tears whieh he had
h'-jit hack he;j:an to till his eyo. 'I'wcnty years api he had
ieen alon,i: this M^ry rnad. when he was \dnn;i' and prosper-

;is and full of hop.', the lover of a e;irl as lovely as Cesarine,

.vho was with them now. Then he had dreamed of happiness

'•come; to-day he sa«' his nohle child"- face, jialr with lomr

urs of work, and hi> hrave wife, (d' wiio-e i;-r"at hcaiilv there

iiiained sucli traces as are left to a heautiful city after the

: !\a Hood has poured over it. ')]' all I iiat had !m 'en, lo\e alone

"as left. Cesar's attitude n'pres>ed liie joy m the ^irl'^

• art and in Anselme. the two who now represented tiie

' 'Xers of that liy_L:one day.

"Re happiy. children; you deserve to hi' happy." said the.

: "ir father, in iieartrendin,ir tones. '•Vou can love each other

.>it!i no after-thoughts." added he; and as lu' spoke, he took

iilh his wife's hands in hi- and ki>s"d them wiili a reverent,

hnirinjr atfeetion wdiich touclu'd h^r mor'» than the hrijrlit-

M cheerfulness. Pillerault. the IJa::on<. the Ahhe Lorau.K,

iiid I'opinot the elder were aii waitiiiLT for them at the house;

-'lere was an tinder>ianding anumfjc tho>e live kindly souls,
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:iii<l tli'ii- i;,.ii!ii. I-. nil, I l.,,,k>, jiii'l \\..r(K |iiil t I'-ar ;ii liis .mm,
i"<ir it wi'iit iM i!, ir li.',iri> i.. -.m. ||i,,i :ii\w!\- ;is if lui tli.' mar-
row of ins t';lili!iv.

"Tiikc a uaik in tli,' |;,,i,-. ilWnlnav."" >aiil rilln-anli. piii-

tiii.i: Crsi:-'- ha.'hi iiiici ln\ wif,.'., hainl. ••(;,, an. I lake An-
scliiir ainl ('(-am !• uiili von. ami cdni- hark a-ai;i at rour
oClock."

'I'oor I Inn;:-. v,|. arc in the wav." .-aiil Min^. f'aLron,

tonciin! l.v ilia- lii'hiorV unlVi-ncil nii-rry: "lif will l,r vitv
liaj)[iy lirf.n'r ion--.'"

''' i^ ! rv|k'nian<-c wiilu.nt tlic .-iti."" >aitl t!ic AI.Im'' I.nraux.

"lie (unM only liavr vrown i:vi':\\ tiirouL'-l! nii-t'ortinic"

sail' till' jn.lL'v.

Tlio [louvr i,\' I'l.r-vttip- i., tkc LTcnr s.MTct of stroii.ir an.l

creative naliirc>: thcv for-vt after the manner of nature, wlio
kiiou> noiliiii-- of II p;i>t ; wiili every honr -he he:.Mns afrc-h the
constant iny^Ieriou- workiii,-- of fei-iiljtv. IJul wi-ak nature^,
like Uiroiteaii. I'ike ilieir Hirrou- into their live- in.-tcail of

tran^nmiiiiir ihcia iiiti' thi' axioin.- of ('\|)ia'ienee : ami. >!ee|i-

in;r tliem>el\e- in their irouhh >, wm,- iheni^clvc^ out hy re-

vcrtini: 'lailv to tln' ohi nnhanpine-.^.

When the two conpl.'- h,:,' fonm! ihc footpaiii uhieli lead-
t(i the i'.ois dWiilnav. set !il;e a crou n on one of the lo\elie-f

of the low liill> ahotit I' ;-; u Ik ti the Vallec-an\-Loiip- lav

below thcin in its ciichani in^- heautv. th'^ hri^rln dav. the

rliarni of the view, the fre>h -reeii leaves ahoiit ihein. aiid ile-

lic-imi? niemoi'ie.- of that faire.-' dav of iheir yop.th. relaxe.l

the chords which irrief had sirim-' to re-onaiiee in CesarV
sou!

; he held hi- wife"- arm liiihtlv auain-t hi- heatim: h.car! :

his eyes were Ldazed no haiij-er. a ulad liuht shone in rhein.

"At \:\>t I >ee yon a^'aiii. mv dear Cc-ar," Con-iancc said.

"It socnis to me that we are itehavinu- well cuoiiuli to allow

ourselves a little plea.-ure from time to tinic.""

'"How can i r" jioor liirotteau an.-wered. "Oh I Constance,
your love is the oiu' LTood |,.fi, to me. 1 have lo-i ever\ iIimil:.

cv(n the contidi'iicc that I n.-e(l lo have in mv.-elf. j ha\e

no heart left in nie ; 1 want to live lonir enou,::!! to pay my
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'!ur-()ii cinh Icfoiv ! (!i,.. ;in.! thai i> ;i!I. Yun. drar, uh,,
-iM' '"''" w: '.,111 ,111.

1 |iruilriirc for mi., wlm ^a\v tliin^v
'''••"''>• }"ii ^'-

'
"' iK.t In M,iii,c. iiia^ l,r ula.!. Anion- u<

'iiivf. 1 am till' only uiiiliy ,, II,.. I.jolii,,,,,, m.mtli^ a;:.., at that
iiiiliK.kv l.all. I >a\v ilii^ Cm-tanc.. .,1' min-. ti u\v uumaii
'.vliDiu I lia\i- Invril. iii,,i',. lii.aulirnl pri'lian- I'lan tlic Vniimr
.:irl with wlmm 1 wamlirr,] aiim:: Ihi- ]>:nh Hwim war^ ;\^n,
.- "ur I'liiltliTii arc wanilrrinL' tM:/..i!i, I- M.,u . . . In 1.-;^

iiian two year- I liav,. lili./Iiicil tliat liraiiiy. nix ).ri.l, . am] I

a.
I
a ri;j-|it to li,- proml of it. [ |,,\,. yon nor,, a- I kn.nr you

"'*''
• <"i! 'I'.-U'-i :" an-l 'lii- I, ,11,. ,i:a-.,. l!, . word

.in c. loom n..,. that wvnr i,, hi,- uilV. la,. in. -jf nn'v 1 mi;:ht
ivaryon >cohl nic, in-iia,! of .-loihiiiL: in\- di^in—.""

••I «li.l n,.t tiiink it j.o.hMo,'" >]„ ...i'id. •,!,,,, ., \v,,,iian

•.'iiM lipvc her hn-haml mnr,. afi.r lwi.ni\- \(.ar- .
:' liiV lo-

.'ihiT.""

|-'"T a„ III, .!!!(. nt ((..-ar lor-ot all hi^ ironhl,.- al th.. \\<,v]-
iial brou,<:lit mu-Ii a wvalili of li.ipjn'n. ,--; to a laai'i lik,. hi^.

It was Willi >omctiiin,ir like .[oy in hi.-; j-onl tant la- worn lo-
.,iin!s ///.,/• live, whicli hy .-.nnc cliamc laa! not l.,.,.n ,.„(

Avn. llii>l.an<l ami wilV ..at down 1„ math ii an.! watchnl
\ns(.lni(' ami ('.V-arin(\ who walkrd t,, .-mil fr... on ih.. -amc
i'lot of ,L'ra->. nii<.,mM.;.,n.- of ihrir m..v..,a.m-. fatirvin- iht-
Mp-lliat liii.y Wire -idl v,^,!',,!!, , n and on.

"Madcmoisidlr." .\n-,lm.- u,;- .-:,!;>- -,'
, vm think me

iha-c and .-o irivrdy a.- to tal; a.Kania'... of ii),. fa.-t that I

. '.'.nyoiir I'athor"- intoro-i in iho ( V|,:.;d;,. nd;- I hav,. (.arc-

'.dly s<.| a-nic hi- diajv . f the i.r.i't-: i am ko,.[.in,- l!i,>ni

' liiiii- 1 ;iin addiny^ inim-c-i to ih.. moi!! v ; if tli.ro arc anv
iditfnl ilchr-. F pa^- them to my own ai-ionnt. \\,- cm oniv

' lony to .Mill otiu.f when your falhi'r lia.< h(.(.n iviiahiliiai...]':
'' -uu tryin^r with all the stroiigth thai love gives me to hrimr
:'!at (lay soon."

Hi' had (.ari. fully kcjit his seent from Ci'sirin.-'- mother:
'ii the simplest lover is alway.- an\iou.- to he j/nat in ids

' '> eye-.

.\nd will it come soon?" -lie ask(.d.
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"\'cry .-udii," Miiil I'djiiiuit.

Tile tone in uhicli ilic iin-wcr \v;is /.'ivcn was s" [rat-

ing', that tl'r imidcriji, ami p :n'-hcai-ici| -ii-1 hclil uj r fr.rc-

licad for her liivrrV ki->. fri^Nriii and rc-|i(.(t fiil. fur t 'r-ariiie'.s

r.olilf natiirc had -|Hikcii ^:l jdainly in the iinj)ulH'.

"l-lvcrvihinu' i- ;;"in,i: well, papa," sln> said, with tlic air af

one who kndw- a isrvni deal. "I'r nice, and talk, and don't

look so .-ad aii\ JonLTi'r."

W hi-n thr-c lour people, M)(lo-il\- lioimd io::etlier. retiirne<l

to Pilleraiiit'.- law !lou^e, Ct'-ar, uno|.-iM-\an! ilion-li he was,

felt from till' li'aL''ons" altered niaiine.' thai -onietliinLT was ini-

jieudine-. .Mine. liaLTon was piculiarly Lrriicious; her look

aiiil toll,' .-aid plaiidy to Ce.-ar, "We are paid."

After dinner the iMt.iry <d' Seeaiix .appeareil. Pillerault

asked liini to In- >eatt'd, and Lrlaia-d at Piirottean, who bi'<:an

to su-peei some .-urpri.-e. tliou.::h he did not iniapino how
preat it Would !)e. I'illiTault he^^an :

'Your .-avinps for ei^-liteeii month-, nepliew. and those of

your wife and dau;.diti'r amount to tweiiiv thousand francs.

I reeeiwd thirty thou-and francs in the ^hape of dividcnvl,

i-o we haw ilfly tliousand francs i,, divide amor.i:' your cred-

itors. M. iia^n.n has ri'cei\ed ildriy thousaml francs as divi-

dend : so this gentleman, who is tlie iioiarv of Seeaux. is about

to hand you a receipt in full for ])rinci])al and interest, paid

to your frienils. The re-t of the ie inonev i - witli Crottat for

Lourdois, old Mme. Madou, the huiliJiT. and tin

and the more pre--inLr (d' \(iur en ditor-. Xe.xt ve;i

see. ( )ne eai

carpenter,

hnllr wo p

1 po a loiiL' way with time ami patience.

P>irotteau"s joy cannot lie dcscril)ed ; he em!>raccd his uncle,

and shed tears.

'[jet him wear his Cross to-day," ^aid Ha.iron, addrcssin?

the .\lilie I.oraux. and the confessor fastened the red ribbon

to ( 'e-ar"s buttonhole. A ,- ore of times that e\eninp lie looked

at himself in the mirrors

a deliudit which jieople wlici Ijelicve themsidves to be

>n the walls ot the siiting-rooiii witii

perior

would laugh at ; but ihe.-e good-hearted citizens saw nothing
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"""''"'•"1 i'l i' 'i ''' ii'-xt <l,i_v r.iniitcau went to sec Mitu".
MaiidU.

"Oil : i- that von !"
>li,. criiM] ;

••[
,li,] ,,o! know von. oM man,

voM havo uM-owii -o Lrray. SnH. tlio lik.^ nf vuii ilun't oonu'
loLTiof: tluTc aro placf- niHl.T CoNernninit I'm- von. I iny-

-'ifaiii workini;- a- liani as a poodl,. ihat tnrn> a -pit. and dc-
-'TVi's to lie chrir-li'ncil."

'"iini. rnailaini'
'"

"Oil. Tin not hlaniini: you." slip said: "you had your dis-
"•liai'irc."

"! have I .,nic to irll you that 1 will pay vnu tho halance
to-day. at Maitrc CrotlatV otlico. and intcn-t al-o

"

"Kcally:-"

"You niu>t ho ihoiv at half-pa^t ch'Von."

''There.- liMiie-.ty for yon! i/ood ni-asure, and thirteen to
ihe do/en." cried >he. ill ont-pokeii ailiiiiration. "St(,p. ,-jr. T

doa j.^o(.d traile with that red-haired yonn^'sler of vonr.-; h,' i-i

I nice yonn.i: fellow; he let., nie make my in-ofit without liatr-

Ldin;: over the price. <o as to make u[i to m.' f,,r the lo-^-. Weil,
dieii. I will i:ive you the ivccipt ; keep your luoucy. ]ioor old
-oul

! ]j:\ ^ladou fin^s up like tinder, she hollers out, hut she
has soiiielhiiiM- here." and slie t.-ippe,! th- ino.-t ample cushion
r live tle>li ever known in the (in-at ^Market.

"Xeverl" >aid l^irolteau. "tlu; law i> e.Kplicit : 1 mean to
iiiiy you in full,"

"'I hen there i< no n^-ed lo keep on heirLrini'- and pravintr
'^r me. And tn-m.uTow at the Market I will sound your
!'rai-es; they .-hall all know ahont \oii. Oh I i; i- a rare juke!"

i'iie Worthy man went thron_di I'l!.- ,-ame .-eene airain with
'le hou.-e-painter. CrottatV I'alher-in-law, imt with some \a-
r-atioHs. It wa^ raininL^ ' •'sar left his umhreila in a enrner
! y Th.' door, and the well-to-do hou-e paititer. -ittiru^ at luvak-
!;..-l with iiis wife in a hand-om.-ly furuj.-hed room, ,-aw the
-tivani of water tritkle aero-s the floor, and was not too con-
-iderate.

"Hallo, floor old Birotteau. what do vou want?" lie a~ked.
ni tile iiard tone win en people u.se lo a tires<.»ine be-'-irar.
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\\i

"ii - ip>; yf:::v .-Mn-iii-].i\\ n-kril \.-u. >i!—
"

'\\'i::i; :""
l,'.!;ri!"i^ ln'i'ki' in iii'i'iitii iilly, Sunic rocnu'st

was 111 fiil!;i"
. iir ilmuplil.

''To L'l t'> li- c'.Wir ilii- iiinrnim: ai liair-pa>t cli'vcn. in

9'\\'0 ^v^^ .1 ii'i'ii: i); I';;!! t'i 'I' ! he lia laiin' df \ uiir claitii."

"Oil! I'm i- a;i"!'ii r liiiiiL'-! ,h\.-\ sil voii down. M. llirol-

tcail. ar i l::i.i' a !':!i' \\>!|| 11^
""

•"I 'ci 11- i'l,. i.iiiii'r <,r iii'cakfa-! iitu' w't li n-." >aiil M nu'. I.oiir-

doi?.

'"Doijij- juvuv u.'ll?" a-k'''l 111 r liiirl* -ji.ni-c.

'"Xii. -if. 1 luiM' liail !n Iii)H'!i nir a i'ipII in ni\ (illlcc io nvi

pome inorirv tii,L;rl Iht. 1,i:! i I'mjic in tinn' 1m icpair tin' wroiii:

(Iniic tn ;iiy II' ii;li!Ma'-."

"li'rally ymi arc a man i.f liMnur." mnai'knl tin' luiii-c-

]iaint('r, a- li" -uallnurd a innin'irnl ,,r Kivad and luiilcr and
Strasli(,iir^'- jiir.

"And what i> Mnic llii-i.ti'-an d lin-;-" a^krd Mnu'. Lour

"Sho !> kcojiiii^r iho honk- ill M. Air-idnic Popiiiot's conni

intrdnnisi'."

"I'dor thin;fsl" said Alnio. L.mrdoi-. in a low voice.

"If you should want nw. cfinie and -ee me. niv ilear ^^. V>\-

rolleaa."" lir^an l.oui'iloi-: "i iniLilii he of use
"

"f waiir you at (deveii oVIoc!:. -;i'," ..;dil l)irottean. and
witli that he went.

'i'hisPr-t re-alt 'jaM' lliroiieaii fi-e-h (ourauv. hut it did not

^i\e him [iraee of mind. Tilt di -ir'e to red em l,;, idiaraeter

jierturhed him !>e\i,-'d a!! niea-i're. lie iManfihielv lo-t t!ie

hloiim whieh U>ei! Ii ,i]ine;ii- in hii- I'ai . !i;- ( \e- ;jvew dull, his

(die( ks lioljon. ( d aeonainlaiK f-- who n;er him al ei^dit

iiViock- in I he liior 'm'j'. er afh r tVi;]- in tjic at'iei'iioon on hi^

wav to and frem lie iiue de !"*);, iioipe. <:iw n pa.lc^-fai-ed.

nerv.ai-. whitediaired n'-;!K v.-eai'i'vr the -ame overeoal whieh

he had had at I he t 'uie nf
I i>e !• dciMii)te\- I for he was as cari'-

fnl I'f il a,- a jHior .:i!,^!;,.ii!...i:ii.i v.iio ei-.inomize-; his uni-

form). Somf'fiine- they \\i nld -ton him in -pile of liinisclf.

i-n- he w:h <|uick-,-iL:!ited. ;?liiikiiie- honi'.\ keepinpr close to tlio

wall like :i tldid'.
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'l*cn|l|r ktlnw |iii\V VUl llil\f IicImvi.!. ii|\ fri'Mi: !,"
1 !|.'V

\v(,ul(l Hiiy. -Kwnhr.dy i^ >.,rrv in ^, , l,u\v l^inllv vmu liv,'",

vMii ;iii(| yi iir wilV ;iiiil liju.ulitiT.""

"I:il<c ;i little iiKiri' tiiiii' ,il)();it ii." oilirrs uouM s!iLT^-.,'st.

"A womiil in till, [uirx' i- unt niurt.il,"

'•.\<i. hut ;i w.niii.l ill ill,- M)ul I- (Icinllv in,], .,<]." tii>' Ti.,,r

IVi'hlc Ct'sar said diii' d.-iy in answrr to Mali fat.

P'. ir

At the iicLrinniiiLT .d' the year 1s\.>:! ih,, C;,,':!! .-^jinl-Arartin
UMs dr(id((l upMii. and hind in i!ie I'auhMiirL'- d;i 'ICninh!
rclrhcil lahulMii. pri.e-. The cmal wmild a,iiiallv pass
ilinmph the iinipeiiy one (

,',-ar".-. iiuw dn TiJIr-V. 'I'li,. ,,>!ii-

pany who ha.l |i!ir( i;,,M d tin' ( oiK-e.^ion wvre pivpaivd to pav
du Till, t an .xorhiiant mum lor the land if i|.. uoiild ,i!it thei'u
111 |)o--e..ioi! wiiliin a -ivi ri lime. imd I'opino!"> ie,,,,, ^as
the one o|.~ia, le 111 ih,. way. So du 'l'iii,.i ueiu to ^e,. the
drii,Lr,::i>t in ihe l.'ne ,1.- Cinii-Di.nnanl-.

11" I'opiiiot iiiiii-eir iv-ar.!..| ,|ii Tillei with iii(:d(T,-r,>Tifo,

a-^ (V.siriiie'-. |,,v, r he felt a;i in^; in,! i\,. hatrcl ot' tli,' man.'
Ilr kn. w notliin,-.,r l!i,' thel;. nor of th,' ,li-ra( -d'lil nia,hina-
Moiis of ih,' lii'kv hank, r. hu! a \,i:,-,' wiihm him .-ai,l. '''I'liis

I- a Ihi, f wh,, .j,,e> ii!ipiini-i,d." I'opjnot lia,! iioi j,,-,,! tli,.

-li.-hi,M tian-ae!i,,!i v.ith du Till,.!, uho-e pre-,.!!,,' wa- hat,'-
''"' '" '''"I- I'i'l p;irtiealar!v hat, fid at that moment when
''" '"'I'l'l 'ill 'I'ill^ I oiiri,-h,'d with t'a,- .poiU of hi- emphyvr's
pmiierty. lor the hiii!dii,e--!an,l ai th,' Madcl.Mii,' wa- h,'.i:in-

"i".- ''» i"iiiman,l prieo which pfesi-,d tli,' •\,,rl,iiant mmiis
which were a.dv,,l lor tli,-ni in Ps-?:. So viaai th,. hankvr
explained ihc reason o( hi, vi^it. P,,|,inot I , ,Ke,] at him with
eonc'Titiat'd indl'_ne|ti,ui.

"I '!'• i!"t 111, 'an to ivfuM' outright t,) surrender mv l,.aM',

1 lit I mu~t have -isiy th.ai.and fram- f,>r it. an,l I will n,it
i'atc a fa I'thin _.'

,

"^'^'^ '' -''^ ''•""•^ " 'Ti-d ,lu Till,.t. niakim: a^ thou-h
!!,• \Vf)ll!d 1:0.

""'"' '""' ''-'^ l!fi,eM vear< t,. run. and it will tak,' an-
Jier atuium t, rephuv the factory.

'' Ii a.M

"thcr three thou~;iii,| fran<

2Q
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»>. >i\<\ ll|n||.,,ihl

t-aid r.ijiiiKil,

li-.irii-. ..!• u,. uili ^av I!. I iiir.rv jiliom it

lUcii I mil.

""'"",-' I'll" til.' >lin|,. uinilur (111 Tilk-t f(.l-

"ilc ili-lU-.-mii waxi-d warn
ii.u' iirv liii-!,aii

ii«- 'ill 'I'lilc! fur ill,, t

oil lll.~

n. ulini Mmic. liirnticau, licar-

iiaiii.' jiritiiomuc.!. cainc dnuiLMairs, and
ir,-t linif Mil,-,, ih,. t'aniiin,> |)iill. I|,.,

M,-'Mt <it till

•idr, (Miild iini a\nid iiiakiii- a .-lartN

t'liaii,::.' » r..ii-hl. in ii.T ]'arc ; I

at. liKS uiirk, and Inwcrvd I

:cvtiiri.. at th-'

H-' was I'ri'diiciicii

lis CXC

f

iillrtiiaii i-; nvrniii- \]\\\\'
1

|-anr> Inr i/.,,ir land,"" ^aid

luinlrcd IlniusaiK

iipincil, addrc-.-inLr .Mine. (

""" '"• 'IrclHH ,- to pay «.s- >iMy thuu.smd frano hv wav of
0''niiiii\ fur nur Ica.-i

"

c.-ar,

"lifci.' llinii^aiid I'raiic

Ml.:,' >trr.-s nti tin- wdrds
I/irrr tlinllS'iDil

J

p<T aiiiiiini." .-aid du Tillct. 1

iii-

IV-

nnii y\

iinniy ainl M-mlicantlv.

idamc C/'.-ar repealed tin

'"' '''•""' """•"1 l'''i''; ''"pinot Inuked at Mm... Birot
lien 1- a paux- and a

-tiU iiKire inexplicalile to An^el

'i'''P Mlellre, uldcll MUldl^ t !lO

teau.

scene
nie

^lun V "in- .-urrende,-." ,aid .in |'iliei ; "I Pave had il,.
''"'""""' -iral'ted hy Crottat," and he .1

iiU'ii! fruni a nde-pueket. '•! uiil 0,,,. v,,,

I'ew a >tani[ (I'll ai.'rce-

I'aiiK liir -i\iv i loii-aiid tram
' a draft on thi

"I'liiot stared at .Mine. ( '-ar with irivat and unfoi<
iHloiii-hnieni

: h(> thoii-lit that ! e uas d"

''illei ua< niakin.:,r out his (h'aft at a dc^k, M

Ileil

ream 111''. W Ule (111

fieii iip~iairs a-aiii. The d

me. ('('-ar

ehariL'ed

ropiiinf.

pajiers, and du
ruir.LTi.-t and 1

vaii-

ic hanker e\-
illcl wvnt out with a fri.'id bow to

T ^!i

"At l.is! :" cried p.

Ill 1 1 a \ e 1 1 1
\- (

>l>iiiot. "Only a few months now. am!

lie wa! II Tillel t

I'sariMe. thank- to il 11.' (pu'cr hii^ine:'

was waiting for iiiiii.

Wear lii v-At to death ai

^liiie- <'e-ar emui-iiy V

•M

and

lere

y de;ir little wife shall not

'"'1 """ 111'' I'll- <les Lomhard.s. wl

It" V.iii \VI

Wlial

lat ! was a look frorn

onu''an(
i I IS a verv e\

H tlien. hefwi'en her and that
Iraordinary tliinir.
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II' ciiunt-

inc and

l*o|MI|nI >rllt III.' ,lr,lt! !.. 1,,. (;i,.|i,.,l ;,t til." I',;||ik. 1111(1 Wont
Up 1m -|h,ik I.. Miiir. i!ii..tt.,iu; 1)111 .-he u.i- nni i

in;:-linli-,'. (lnul.ll,» >li,. had nolle l.i lur rnijiM. All-.'l

t''':i~l;iiirc li\,.,i !ik,. ,1 iiiMti,, |--ni-lii\v aii.l .-uri-in-I;iu uiicn
Mii-c iirc (,'i M,„„l f rill- Willi ,-.H-\t (itliiT, .«» he went to Cmii-
'""''•^ '"""! Ill .-ill Ilir h.i-i,. iiatniMl in ,., |,,v,.r uh., .-r,..s

!:;ip)iin.» uithiti hi- ;:im-|).

<;iv;it \v;i> his ;i-toiii>hiiifnt (,) find !ii< iiiut li,T-iiida\r
iuli.itii he surjiriMd \,y ,-|,riiioi„i: i„i,, the pumi,,

) ivadiii;: a
I'Hcr fnuii (111 'I'lll, f. f.,|- AiiMJiMr r,.cn-iiixrd ill.- iKindwriiin;^'
^it ""<•<

^

The -i,-ht ..f a liudii.Ml ,,,ndh. an. I hia. k phaiiKiiu
•r.-il'- .d' hiiMit pajuT ,:n th,. 11,,,. r >,-ni a shiidd.r thnninh
I'-I-mol. \vli..>(. l..n--H,LdiU'.! ,.\vs ha.l iiiv,,luntariK iva.l tho
•^-r.I- with which Ih.' l,.tl,T h,-an. "I aduiv yon ' '\,ni know
''. aiiL'.-l ..f my lilV, an. I whv

'"

"What hold ha\.' you ,.n ,iii '1
i lift t.) iiiak.' hiin r.)n<liid(->

mi' ii imr,i,'ain as this:-" ii,. a.-kfd, with tho j.Tkv lauLrh of
r")in's.(.,] siisriicion.

'•Ltd us not talk of it," sh.. ^aid, and he saw that sli,. was
i-ainfnlly a<:itatfd.

••^.>." aii-u,T,Ml P,,piii„t. ,|uit(' taken ahack. "we must
i.ilk of the ,.n,l of y,,iir troiii.lo." Ansclm.. swunir round on
in.- heels and .Iriimmed on the window-jiaiie, -lariuLr out into
tlic yard. '-Very well." said he to him>elf, "and suppose
Jli.'it sh,- l,,ve,i ,lu 'I'ill,'!. is that any reason why I should not
i'»'liave like a man of h,)norr"
"What is it, my I...

-"
the poor woman askod.

"Tho net profits oi. ihe ('e[)halic Oil amonnt to two hun-
n'd and f,)rty-tw.. th,.u.-and francs, an.l th,' half of tw,. hun-
dr.'d and forty-two is onf' Inimln'.l an.] twentv-on.- " -aid
I'opinm ahruplly. "If I ,leduct from that sum thi' fortv-eicdit
'liou>aii.l francs alivady pai.l t.. ^f. l',in.tt..au. there >'tiirre-
-ni! s.-\enty-iliree thousand: add to it th.> sixtv th,.usand
just jiaid for the surrender of th.- l.-a-e. and i/ou will have
"Mf hun.lred and thirly-three th..usand fMncs."
Mme. (Vsar list.-ned in siuh s:!ad e.xcit.-ment, that Popinot

louM hear the ljeatni<r of her heart.
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'v.'''!. I l;;i\c alu.i;. - ln,,!,iil .,;i M Hi mi ir,i i: ;i - mv parj-
''"." '" ( ntiiiUi-il :

••«, (Mil 1 iii|'!mv ilii> umi,. \ in npav iiiL'

!>;- I r-.!ii"!'-. Vdiir .Mi-.'-, tw.-iit^ i'-!,! i lioii-.n:.! iVani-:.

i" '
''''• I'lliilM'.lir Ivct [llll J- V.lll I'.MM- t!n' Mllli In a llllll-

• llM.i -;;! -i\I;,-(.l;(. tl Mll-aini iVailr-. I'ikI.'w:!] 1i':I rrfil-,. tu

-i"''' ''- ••! r. r.qii I" ,;• lij, iv,riii\ -ll\|. ihiiii-ai'il franc-. \.i

[>'"' r '.II i!i';'i I all ,in'\, rit iii\- l.'ihinur In ii:\ fal hiT-in-law,

"!i ^liciaiiil nf n,.\t .rar"- |.r.ii:i-, t ,,u-li tn pav ..If tlic rc-

'ii'ii'i'!'-'" '( iii- <T..;iinr^ Vii'l -^!i.- will—lK'— rr-

li;i!iiliiatr»!-- ^"

''!'l-|''il^Mt-!!"" rri. .! Mia,-. C'-ar. kii, , 1:;! r lirfurr 1i,t

cliair. am!. cia-jMn- !ar liaii.l-. -lie r in-a;- ,1 a prawr. Th.

M J. !-. s: .
,

,-,, -. ,1 liiT-rir.

r i.ny :' .sh,. i,„,k h\< face in

li( r l;.i!i(!-. ki--r,] hill, ,,;, t!,,. ImivIk a,'. .•::,.I !
. M l,ini ti;:lulv

it! !i'i' ;:;-!ii-. "(
',''-,i|-iM(> i- ;Miir- i'ul, , I

""
-1,,. ifln]. '•),{•:

<lniiulil' r uill 1... \riT liai'py. Si;- will l-a^. ilir ]uai>^ii where
hill' i- worLin:: Iht-i !!' i-) dralh.""

••'riip.iiLh I--..-." -aM .\n-.viia'.

"V.-." -Iliik.l ih,> innlii,.;-.

'i.i-;ui In a li:i!.' -,.:•,; ."" -.;! .\:! iln,.. Innkim/" mit of
111'' 'i-ii. I' ..f hi- c^ a; i!a' nilii. hy !<•;'.!•. "i t.'.' •-. .1 (',•!. .<tin

wli.ii he waiiti-il ( ip'i.j! 1,. Iiiu- V air l.i; iii'-- -. Ijiit 't was nn
<iiic ((iiplitinii ^^- T r 'nia.< are .]':-! a- '.; !.ft tln-in. [

lia.l my owii i.i. .a. lai I i!i.! iinf tiiiitk i:a ;' ;! rii P,i-;;;n.' wnuM
r.i'"'i- i;- -'• -i';ii'\ (V!,-iin ha- r 'I'-i'.ik,-! i,> mi1)!,.i voiir

<i!il ivMiiii- to y,,ii: hi' ha- not ^ct f. i; in t!;, m. ;ii!i1 nil llu'

t'liMi iiM'i' thi'i'i' i- \:.\\r<. I am rr-ri".niM' \\ui - cninl >tnrv.

M. ihal Ce-aiii!!' ami I may liv.' tiiri.'; >h.. .-h.iil mwr jravi-

Villi. .\fii r \vi' ai'.' mai'i'ii"!. I will -mi;.! in., .hp- hen. fpitn

oi'.'hi M.Lic'k ill i!i.' mni'iiiiiL.'- lill .-i\ in ;!ii' lVl•ni!lL^ 'I'lirii

i \>il! huy 1)111 M. (.'-.M'"- inirn-t in ii>c Im-inc-s for a Inin-

'Ii'"! il!o!!>.!niI fraiir-. ... iIm;. with hi- pn-t. \nn will hav.'

I'll MuMi-ami livr.- a yiar. Will ymi iint h" liapjivr"

""I'" i!"i -ay any more. Aii-elnie, nr 1 >liall 1:0 mad with
'i)\

.""

J

Mmo, ( I'.-ar > aiiL^'lit- heairii!,:r. lier pure eye?, the innocence
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her filir \>Vn\\\ ;:;1VC tln' li.^ -O !n;IL'I)ili.rntlv to tlio pomit-
- tlmiii/lit^ ulii(li .^iir;.'((l ii[, in ih,- yoiiiii; lover's brain,

' ii Im' inailc u\> hi- minil to sl;iy flii. cliiinrni^ of his fancv.
1

Mil wa- invd.ncilahli' with ll lit'r an.l tlic Kcntiint'iits
' I'lIliTaiilt's ni<'(T.

My ilfar adond niotlii-r." lie h.L'an. "a hnrrihlf .l.ail.t lias

t ( ro.-.-((l my nniHl. It'yoii wuiijil ^c u\r happv. wtu will
- I it at rest."

I'opinot htld out luH hand as he s[inkc. ami look possossion
'-f ihc IrtltT.

-I'nint.'ntioiially I nad tlir fir-l W(,rd~ in dii Tillot's liaml-
V lin^'.'" lie -aid. ahirnicd at lh.' icn-i-rnatioii in her faco.
'Tiif words coincide so oddl\ with the clfcct yon jii-( f)ro(hieo(l
'.'"'11 the man. who cnrnplii'd at ,,,,,,,. with ni\ c\trava<:ant
' iiiands. tliat anylxidy would find tla' < xphinat'inii wiiich the
'!'\ii sn.L'.L'ests to luc in spite of niyxdl". .\ ^rianee from you,
ii

, ! tliree Words were en<iii:.di
"

"Stop,'' said Mine. Cesar, and takinrr hack the letter, sho
' -ned it under .\ii-e!nie"s eyes. '•[ am crudly punislied
f " a triflini: fault, my chihl, And iiuw you must know all,

\i:-.'hiie. Tlie siir.pici.,n attacliini: to the luoihcr iniist not
; her dauirhter an injury, and hc-ides. I may .-peak without

'iiish: I could tell my Ini-hand tlii- thai I am ahout to tcdl

.'.' 'i. Du Tillct tried to seduce me. my hu.-l)an(l was warned
• "lee, and Du Tillet wa- to he di-niis-cd. 'I'lie v.tv day
'It my liushand was to dischar-re him du Tillet took'tiiroe
'•'•'Usand francs.'"

i <u-pected it," said I'opinot. with all his hatred of th»»

I ;'!i! in his tone.

"Ans(dme. your future and y<»ur happiness iv.piired this
"^!ideiK-e. hut it must die in your own hrea-t. as it had died

;.': Cesar's and mine. Von surely rememher the fuss my hus-
' '"<] made aitmit the mi-take in tiic imi.ks. M. F^irottejiu. no
|'"iil.t. put three thousand francs into the safe (the price of
'!!' ^hawl. which was not driven to me for three vears). so
ii- to avoid ruinini: the yoimir man h\ hriiiLriuLT hini into a
T'-li.c court. So there vimi h.ivc tli- r.\nlanation ,,f niv cry
'f -urprise. Alas, my dear Ui)\\ 1 will eimfc-s. >!',' .•Isil.-li^h



mo hisi: .\\|i
I All. or ».i;.sAi; 1:1 n <'ii 1: \r

( >>niiiii I'H 'I'.'il' I li.i'l uritl.-ii iliivr l,,\,. lr!t..r» to tii.-

!'• " |'liiinl\ thill I kci.t tlicin-I -ll'lWril hi II, il ij
IfttiTs M !li(

its it ( nnci-ii\
. I

Hut Ui>r t<. kr.p ill. Ill \\ii,.[| i

tli<-iii, ,111.1 w.i.f iij, !., un rnntn I,, I, urn ihcm, \\]

iii\ I'-.i'l till 111 niif > : liiit. .-il'tcr ;ill. il u

-iHN ilii 'riilci. I ili(Mii:lii .

;nni- 111. I

• Ifiir.

innk iiiL' III (III' l.i-i .irii 'li;il

1:111 m|

nil \,i!i

I- ;ill, iin

All-rhllr klirll ,111. 1 ki--,.,| Ml,),. ('
•ir « (I, III

|>r>-Miiii in I

litr-. Cull-til

Ikt liiiirt.

I 1" ir if
ii~ I'M- iiivu iriir- u| ii.iiiiiniiLr iitrucliun fp,

III'"' I'iil-iil Ihc «,,||-ill- .lu. ,i;ic| chi-p,pi'ii liiiii II

Kin;;'-

'liiil (lii\ uii- il.-liiicl 1,, 1,,' il .l,i\ ,,r juv fur ( r-iir. Til.

priviiii' .-., n i;ii\ . M ,1,. \-

ficf tu ~|iciik uiih him. 'I'l

iii'li'ii'-'-i'. liinu' tu t'l
I,.. ,,<

lilt!

\<\ Ui lit ullt tuu'.'thiT illtu III.

<'uiirt\iir.| n( 111.. Siiiki;i--I-"iiii.l |)up,irliiicnt

'M. I?irutt.ii .1 tli.^ \ !l ulllli

sfriii:L'h' t.

kriuwK(|:.r,.. His .M

|iiiy v.iiir CIV. III. ir- ( ,iiiii. 1,\ , 1

"ill.' -|.ir\ .if '.,1

liiii. .1 t,, th.. Km..

nuct : iiii.l l.iiriiiiiL'' th m. i'i

not vvciiriiii: th,. ( jr.'.^r

t

i.|i>ty Uii» i.,ii(!ir<l h\- >ii.i

III ll!i>t!\c>

If [.jiuii

I linil.ll.ll cnll-

iiniiilit\. Mill u'.T.'

f ll..ii..r. I lilS .-I'llt 111'

U I U||||||;||li| \ 1,11 (,, |, Hi- M.lir-|\ il!-,

to iissist \uii to (li-. !

1 1
-. p w i

-

nic to |.;iy this illiiullllt

rt'^rrcts thm I

i.ir-v \.iiir uliliL'-iitiuns. iiii.l Iiii< uril.T- 1

u \..ii ..111 1,1 hi- ,iu

H' I'illl i).. I!. I nil. I-,. |',,p \,,;i.

main a jirofuund -cent. l'..i- Hi- Miiic-i

n pn\ V jpiir-i'. wirli

1 thu iiiMtfii- n

-

coincs ilhe

artiuns." jinil thu nr

franco to t!

ii-tv thinks it !itt|.'

'- '" 'ii:i'.'' "ih.-i.il lu'ucliniiiitiuii ,,f hi- L'.i-il

\.'i!i' '' r"tiirv |i:iii| uv.T si\- tliuii-iin.i

srrihiil

H' f|ll|ll..\i'. Wli.i ||,.;ll-.| t! \\'ur(ls with i rid

lie Clliul l.ln^

H irotlciiii (..111. I ..111', -tiiMiiiKT iiiiiriiciiliitc thiiiiks, V.
fion(>«(> sniih'.l. iiii.i wiiv...! hi- liiind. ('

u Piiri'lv >(.cii 111 iiiiiii

'>iir's prinfipl

h,

" :i> Tiii-H. Hint hv

o< ill-.

ill'LTCI-i 111- I't.

I'l Won itdininitiuii. .lu-.-nh I,

(
.iiinisut. IviiL'oii, the .\l,|„'. I,

I'upiiiot tiic chic

firiii uhicli (inpluycil ('..-;iriiir, l.minlui,.

>rini\-. th" hiii.l tiiirtniT uf th

inti. re hill

turiii.

1 r-pokcn i>\' il. T 11' SCill

m lu.< I'iivor, iiii-

iin.i M. ih' h. Hil-

ifiiniuii hill) iiiri'iiiiv

piupl.. jiimi.-im! him lu th,. -kii'fi.
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"'111'"' ;:"'^ ii iiiaii nf luiimr'" '\'\\v wm;]. nail riiiclu'il

t . -.ir'> rai> -.\iial liim- iii ilir ^trif!; hr liraril llimi witli

• -.•n.-almii- >>( .Hi aiilii.ii uli,. hear- In- [laim- |ii'Mriuuiirf(|.

I ii- fair iviiuuii (ii--ii-i,,i .ill 'rill,. I. C.-ar'.' tir-t tli(.ii;.'lii

111 i-iMiii; ill.- Kill;;'- liatiLiM.i, > ^j, ,,|' ii|iaMiii.|ii 1,, In-

a-i-taiil. 'I'hc lm..,] niaii li.'took hiiii-ill" \n the l.'ii.' ijc |;i

I :aii«>rc-(i".\iiliii. aihl It :-.i tVll (,iil that tlw haiikiT. ivtiirii-

li'Hii'' IViiiii i)!i-iiii--. iiH't liiiii iijinti till' -taina-i'.

"U'lll, my jiMur Itimiti an." -nul h, , in ;j iar<--!iii: tnni'.

i'liiir :-"
till' (ith.T irii-.| jiriin,!|\, "I .).,, \> i-\ mli. I sliall

iiiy \u-,u\ ..n ih.. |,il|,,u iM-iii-hi uiih the >aii,-f,ict ion of
"uin^' tliat I lia\t' [lani vnii,"

riic w.irl-. HI full ,,f h,,ni-t\. piii dii '|'il|,-i (..y ,1 mnmmt
ill'' rai k. V'.uvy mi.. n-|.c. |.'<l liim. I..:! hr h.i.l |,,-t liis

' ''-j"''
' ; 'i \"i"- uhiih cniihl ti..t !i- -istl.'.l , ri,.,| within

. •'I'lii- man I- hi'ri.K !" Hut lu^ ^\„,U,-

;

i'.iy III'! Wliat hii.-inc-s can \i>\\ ]« m -"

U i-nttcaii I'.'lt i|niti- .-ui-c liiat .hi 'I'llli.t vvuiiM ti,,i n'[)caf

-tnrv.

| -ha!! iicvtr -tart in hn-iiw-- aiMiii. -Jr. \u iiiim.m |»<i\vi>r

M fniv-,,. ihc thiiiL' that hrlril ]w. Who k!:nu- hni that I

-!i' I"' I'l'' \nliin ..f aiK.ih.r i.'n-ii'ii; I'.m i,n .uiiiincr

! - l.n-n put hi-t'uiv th,. Km,-. In- hraii !ia- tln-n.Vi tu ,M.m-
i -Kinatr my -tru,i:-!,'s. ami \u- ha- . -wuiira:;.^! ihrm hv
-MliriL' iiic at Diicc a fairly lari'c -iim, u!ii, h -"'

"I>" \mi want a rcnipi j,, f,|||y' ,|u Till,., ,.||| i,i,„ ^i„,rt.

\ ;< ymi fia\inLr —

"

In full, ami inlnv-t iM-idr^. S., I mu-t lir^' \.m t<. cmif
M, ('rottal > iillicr, a -ti'i* ur two a\va\."'

Ill I hi' jirc-i'iicc lit' a iintarv !"

W iiv. -ir. ihiTf i.- m-lhim: to piw.'nt nir from thinkinL'
V r.'hahilitat ion, ami a ijoiaimnit .-o a'li hi'iitirat.Ml i- h.._'.il

' om-, let us 1:0." -ani ,!ii '|'il!i-t. an.! h-' umi oat '.vifh

'•u.'aii: "it is only a ^tcp. Hut wlm will iini! you .-n much
'' y y li,i Went oil.

""" '"!'' 'i'l'l- it for mc." said t'i'-ar. "I am carninu'- it

- .-.;•,!! lu i;r, :ir()-,v.
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ji
"\()ii nuc an cnoriiKiii- aiiioiiiit to Claparon."
"Alas! v.'s, tliat i- tli.' heaviest of mv drbts; I am afiaid

tlif cH'ort will 111' loo iiiiich for u\'\"

"Oh! vou uil] iirviT iir able to pav it all," said du Til!,'
liarslily.

"He is ri^lit."" tlioii;:lit Birottcau.
lie went lini,,,. ;i-aiii in- way of the lino Saiiit-IIoiioiv a

I'lccc of iiiad\,ri,ii<v. for 1,,. always went round some otli, r

Wiiy, tliat ho nii-ht iir.i M,. his >ho|.. nor the windows of lii-

"'' '"'""• ''"• III'' tii>t lime Mnro hi. fall. \w saw the hoiH.
whfiv lu. had >]H.nt M-hi.vn happv Nvars. and three iiiontl,.
ot ;in.^Miisli that ciraccl iho.,. nicmori.s.

"I u>rd to coiint on cndin- |,,y davs thciv;' lu; said fr,

himself: and h.. (jiii,kened his pace at the sight of a new
name on the shop front

:

Late Ce-ar Hirotieaii.

"My eyes dazzle. ... Is that Cesnrino?" hn eried,
thinkin<i: that he had Mvn a irohieii head at the window.

It was really ( esarine whom he >aw. and his wife was there,
and so was I'opinoi. Th,. two lo\,.rs knew that Birottcau
never uent past his old home: and it was impossible that
they should imagine the gr. at event in the l.'ue d,. TOratoirp,
so they had gnn(> to make arrangemei.is for the fete they were
planning to give in BirotteauV honor. The strange appari-
tion^ a>tonishiMl ( e>ar .-o mii.h that h^ stood stock .<iill.

"There is .M. Birottcau looking at his old house." said M.
Molineux to a shopkecjier who lived over against the (Jiieen
of Rosrs.

"I'oor man !" returned i!irotteaii"s old neighbor, "he gave
one of fh,. grandest ball- there—there were two hundred mf-
riages in the street."

"I went to it: he went bankiiiiit three months afterwards,
and 1 was trustee," said -Molineu.x.
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liirotteaii fl,-d. his Icrrrf trembling boiioath him, and reached
i MliTjiuit s house.

I'lII.Tault knew what was passing in the line des Cinq-
i'i Huants, an.I it seei>ie<l to him that his nephew was scarcely
i.: to brar the shork .,f a joy so great as hi> rciiabiiita-
!.'». He had iH'en u daily witness of Cesar's mental sufFer-
i:.-s, knew ibat lliroitcau's own stern doctrine as u, bank-
rupts was always in his thoughts, and that he was living up
: ;

the very liinil of his >t,vnutb. Dead honor might have its
!
.i^er Day for luni; and it was this hope that gave him no

>;-pito from pain, j'ilierault undert(,ok to prepare Cesar
f r the good news; so when he came in. bi> luiele was think-
ing how to attain his end. Cesar began to tell tlu' news of
t." interest, that the King had taken in hini. Ids joy .seemed
^> i illerault to be auspicious, and his aniaze-nont that Cesar-
-!.. should be at the window at the sign of the Qunn of
A.-'s- afforded an t'xcellent opening.

^

-Well, Cesar/' l^illerault began, "do vou know what
--iigiit It about .•- ropin„i i. impatient to niarrv Ce^arine
!!• w,|] not and ought not to be bound anv longer bv vour ex-
;iMvagant ideas of honor, to spend his youth in eatin<r dry
^'ad and smelling a good dinner. Popinot is determined
I I pay off your creditors in full.''

•ilo is going to buy his wife."
'-Isn't it to his credit that he wants to rehabilitate his

f:i!ner-in-law?"

"But questions might be raised, and besides "

•And besides." cried T'ncle JMllerauh in feiirued an-^er
'U may sacrifice yourself if y„u like, but vou have no right

t" -acrifice your daughter."
A lively discussicm began, and Pillerault worked himself

"Kh! If Popinot lent you nothing," cried hi.; "if he had
i'-l<'-d upon y.m as his partner: if he chose to consider the
:i'-nev that he paid over to your creditors for vour interest in
•'" *iil as an advance on account of the profits, so that vou
:-.' "u!d not be robbed "
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"It would ,,,ok as tliiru-!i i had arranized w iih him to cheat
my frt'ilitors.""

I'ilhTaiilt [.ivtciidcd to he defeated l)_v \\u< \iv/[r. Ih' knru"
riioiiudi of himiaii naluiv lo li-ucss that duriiii: llic iiij,dit tlh-

^'ood man uduhl ari:iic out the fasc with himself; and thusi!

|iii\alc ivllcctions ol' his would accustom him to tin; idea of

ri'hahilitalion.

'•liut how came my wife and dauLdilcr to he in our oM
lioiisc !-" he a-i\cd at dinner.

'An.-elnie iiiean> to take oiie of the tloors. ;ind ho and
C'esafini' will >rt up housekeeiiiiiLT tiieiv. Your wife is ou
his Side. 'I'lKy have had the haniis put up witliout tcllin;:

you, so ;i- to compel you to j^ive your coiix'tit. i'oj)inot says
tiiat there will he le-~ i.icrit in marryini: Cesarine after veii

arc rehahilitated. Voii accept the KiTi,«r"s si\ thousaml fraiic-^.

and yet you wid take uothini: from y.mr relative-^! Now, fur

my own i>art, I am (piite ju>tilie(l in ,i:ivin<r vou a receipt

in full : woidd you refuse it
':"

"\o," S'lid Cesar. "Uut il would not hinder me from sav-

in<r the Trioney to jiay you. receipt or no."'

'•-Ml this i- -j.litliiiLr hairs." said I'illerault. "and when
honesty is in (pa-tion, I (ni<:iit to ho allowed to know what h
right. What folly wwv yon talking' just now? When vour
creditors aiv all p.iid in full, will you still jxTsist that' yon
have choaled them !-"

Cesar looked full at I'illerault as he spoktv and it tom^hcil

the older man to .<ee a hri.irht smile on his nejjhewV fa<-e after

throo yoars of dejection.

'•Vou are riirht."" he said. 'Mhey would he ])aid.— liut it is

like sellin-- luy dau;:htor I"

"Ami I wish to ho houirht," cried Cosarine. who camo in

with Popinot.

The lovers stonlinrf on tiptoo throuph the lolthy had over-

lieard tho words. Mme. T^irottoau was just l)eliind them. Idio

three had made a round in a cali. askin^tr all the cnMlitors
to meet ill Cr..ttat"s olVic,. tl;:,t evetiini:; I'opiiiot's ]ov..r"s |o-i.'

bore down Ce.sirV scniplos; hut ho still persisted in calling
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!M>clf ii debtor, and would have it that lie wa:^ outflankinj:
• law In- a -iibstiliition. ConsJcienco yioldod to an outburst
ini l'o[)inot :

•So you mean to kill your daujjhtor. do you?"
"Kill my (lau<rliti'r !"" ocbocd (T'sar. bcwildiTod.
Well, now." said Popinoi, "wjiat is there to prevent me

"Ml inakinir a deed ol" trift in your favor of a sum which on
V conseienec I Indieve to be yours? Can you refuse?"
"Xo,"' said Cesar.

'iood, 'I'hen lei us i^o fo Aliwandre Crottat this eveninj,',

- ' that there sliajl be no iroinrr hark upon it. and our niar-
I ii:e contraet can be decided at the same time."

\ri application for reinstatemenr and all the neressarv cer-
• liiates were duly deposited liy Dcrville at the otfiee of the
!'r<Kureur-(Jeneral of the Court of \ppeal.

l>urin<r the month which elapsed betwe.'U the putting up of
ine banns and the niarriafre. and during' the jtroirress of the
lermalities. Cesar lived iu a state .if <onsiant n<-vous ex-
citement. He was ill at ease. Fie feared that he mijrht not
live to see the irivat day when his disabilities sliould'he for-
inally removed, iii.- jmlse throbbed uiiaccountablv, he .said,

tnd he complaiiu'd of a dull ])ain about his heart. He had
i'l'ii exhausted by painful emotion, and this supreme jov was
wearincr him out Decrees of rehabilitation are rare in Paris;
f'i'i'e i.s scarcely one in ten vears.

There is somethincr indescribably solemn and imposing in
'lie ceremony of justice for tbo>e who take societv seriously.
Ai! institution is to men as they consider it. and is invested

y>
nil dijrnity and jrrandeur by their thoiiLdits. When a nation

ii.H ceased, not to feel the reli.LHous instinct, but to believe;
yiieii primary education relaxes the bonds nf union by teach-
i!i- children a habit of merciless analy.^is. a nation is dis-
^"!ved; for the only ties that are left to bind men totretber
•ii d make of them one body are the i<rnoble ties of material
interest, and the dictates of the selfi.sh cult created by e<:r,ism
"'11 earried out. Birotteau, su.^tained by reli<rion. saw Justice
ii- •/ list ice ought to be regarded among men. as the expression

if
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of pocidy itself: bciifntli tlio forms ho saw the sovoroiirn will,

Ibo laws In- which men have a^rreed to live. If the mairistratc
i!« old, frehlc. ;pi<! wliiie-h.i i red. SO nuich the more solemn dots
his priestly otliee appear, an offioo which demands so pro-
found a stndv of luiman nature aiul of thinirs. an ofTico in

which (he heart is immolated, for of neeessitv it hecoiniN
callous in a ".niardian of so many palpitatin-: interests.

In these days the men w!io cannot ascend the staircase of
the Court of Anpr.il m the old I'alai- de .Tu.-iice in Pari^.

without feeliiiL' dee))ly stirred, are irrowinir rare; hut Birnt-
teau was one <>{ these num. There are not inany wlio notice
the majestic LTandeur of that staircase, so ma-.Tiificentlv

planned to produce an clTect. It rises at the further cnii

of the peristyle which adorns the Cour du Palais. The door-
way opens on the centre of the pallery whicli leads from
the vast Salle de- Pas Perdns at its one end to t!ie Saintc-
Chapelle at the other, two nionuinonts which niav well dwarf
pvervthin;: ahout them into in-;ii:niiicance. The Church of

St. Louis is in itself one of the ,irraudt\-t huildinL's in Pari?,
and there is an indescrihahle dim atmosphere of romance
ahout it when approached hy way of this palh^rv; while tho
vast Salle des i'as I'erdus is lh)odcd with dayiidit, and it

is hard to forget the memorios of the history of Franp(> that
cling ahout its walls. So the staircase must have a grandeur
of its own if it is not utt(-rly overshadowed hv the glories of
thosi^ two famous huildings. Perhafis there is something
to stir the soul at the sight of the ]>!ace where decriM^s are

executed, heheld through the rich scroll-work of the poreon
of the Palais. The staircase gives .ntr.-tnce tr) a vast room,
the Salle des I'as Perdu- of this court, heyonil which lies the

Hall of ,\udienco. Tniai:ine the feeling with which Birotteau
(always so much impn-^ d !,y the circumstance of justi o)

mounted the staircase amoni: a little crow.l of his friends—
li-'has. at that time I're-i<leiit of the Tribunal of (^ornmercf-;

CamiL-ot, who had acted as registrar: IhiLfon, his old master;
and the .Xhhe Loraux. his confessor. The presence of the
good priest enhanced these earthlv honors hv a retiection from
hcaviMi, whicli gave theiii yd ]uore value iu Cesar's eyes.
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Pillorault, that practical philosopher, had bethought him
of the expedient of dvvellinjr ujMm and cxaggeratinLr the joy
of the release, so that the actual experience might not over-
whelm Cesar. Just as he finished dressing, he found himself
surrounded by faithful friends, all anxious for the honor of
.H'eompanyiiig him to the bar of the Court. The delight
which suffu.«ed the good man's soul at the sight of this group
raix'd him to a pitch of happiness necessary for him if he
was to endure the alarming ordeal. He fouml others of his
friends standing in the Great Hall of Audience, where a
dozen Councillors were sitting.

After the ca.ses had been called, Birotteau's attorney made
application in a brief formula. At a sign from the President,
the Attorney-General rose to give his opinion. In the name
of the Court, the Attorney-! n^neral. the public accuser, was
.iliout t>« .Tiake demand that the merchant's honor, which had
been pledged, should be vindicated: a proceeding unique in
Imw, for a condemned man can only be pardoned. Those who
have hearts that feel can imagine Birotteau's feelings when
M. de Granville spoke somewhat as follows:

"Gentlemen," said the great lawyer, "on the Ifith of Jan-
uary 1820, Birotteau was declared a bankrupt by the Tribunal
"f Commerce of the Seine. The insolvency was not occa-

Moned by imprudence on the part of the merchant, nor by
liishonest speculation, nor any other cause which could stain

bis honor. We feel that it is necessary to state it publicly

—

the calamity was brought about by one of those disasters which
'>ccur from time to time, to the great atlliction of Justice
and of the city of Paris. It was reserved for this present
century, in which the evil leaven of subverted morals and
nnolutionary ideas will long ferment, to behold the Parisian
Tintariat depart from the honorable traditions of its past;
there have been more cases of insolvency in that body during
thi' last few years than in two preceding centuries under the
ancient n;onarchy. The greed of gold rapidly acquired has
f-eized upon officials, iho.se guardians of the public welfare
and intermediary authorities."
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Thou followed ii tiradf Imscd on this text, in the course of
whiili M. Ic Conitc ilc (.'r.nn illr (>i)cukiiiir in chiiractor) took
occasion to incriniiiiiiti' Liberals. Bonapart ists, and all and
sundry who were disall'eeted, as in duty hound. Kvents have
shown that there was <,'()od ground for the ('ouncillor's ap-
prehensions.

"The irnniediate cau.so of the piainlilfs niin was the action
of a I'aris notary. wIk* ah>conded with the money whieh Bi-
rotteau deposited with him. The sentence passed hv the
Court in l{oguin"s ca.se siiows how shnniefully he hail hetraviMJ
his client's trust. .\ lanronlat followed. We will ol)sen-.\

for the honor of the applicant, that the proceedings wen?
characteri;:e(l l)y honesty not to he met with in the scandalous
failures whieh daily occur in Paris. Birotteau's creditors,

pontlem(>n. found every trifle that he po.-ses.sed. down to
trinkets iid articles of wearing apparel belonging not only
to him. l)ut to his wife, who, to swell the assets, gave np all

that she had. Birotteau at this juncture showed himself
worthy of the respect which he had won hv the dischartro
of his municipal functions; for he was at that time deputy-
mayor of the second arrondissement, ami had just received
the Cross of the l^egion of ilonor accorded to the devoted
Kovi.list. who -hed his hlood for the cause on the steps of
Saint-Koch in Vendemiaire: and. no less, to th<' Consular
judge, who had won resjiect by his abilitv. and j.opularitv by
his conciliatory .spirit- t*. the mod.'st municipal olTicer. who
declined the honors of tln' mayoralty for himsc^lf. and put
forward the name of another as more worthv—the honor-
able Baron de la liillardiere. one of the n<ible Vendeans
whom he had learneil to esteetn in evi] days."'

''He put that better than I did." said Cesar in his uncle's
ear.

"The creditors, therefore, receiving sixty per cent of tlu^ir

claims, thanks to the u])right merchant "and his wife an-i
daughter, who surrendered everything that thev possessed.
gave expression to their resjiect in the connmlnf . hv which
they forewent the remainder of their claims in consideration

'\.k-< -'J .Lf

'
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i' llie dividt'iid. Tlie atti'?iti«)n of the Court is lallcd to liu-

i.iiiia'r ill wiiiiii tliis record is worded."— Here the Attornuy-

iiiiiei'iil read tlie cuiirordal—"After such expressions of good-

hII. fieiitleiiieii, many a trader would have considered hini-

If free, and would hase walked wilii head erect in [lub-

I.I-; but so far from i()n>iderin^ his liabihties to be dis-

1 liar;:e(l. liiroiieau would not ^nvt; way to despair, but made
.11 inward re.-olution to ha>ten the coniinji of a i^dorious day

'Aiiich iiere and now dawns for liini. Notiiin>,' turned hira

.i-ide from lii^ |)ur|iose. Our beloved sovereign gave a post to

liie man who was wounded at Saint-Koeh, and tlie liankrupt

luerchiint set by the whole of his salary for the benefit of his

creditors, for the devotion of his family tlitl not fail him "

Tears came nto Birotteau's eyes as he squeezed his uncle's

hand.

"His wife and daughter poured their earnings into the

xiiiinion treasury; they too had embraced Birotteau's loyal

ii!ir|)ose. They desccMuled from their position to take a

Miliordinate place. Such sacrifices as these, gentlemen, de-

^< rve all honor, for they are the hardi'st of all. This was the

i-i>k which Birotteau laid upon himself."

The Attorney read an alibreviated version of the schedule,

giving the names of the creditors and the balances due to

tiicm.

'"Kvery one of these amounts, gentlemen, has been paid (in-

iire>t included). The receipts have not been given by notes

of hand which demand investigation, but by certificates of

I 'ivmeiit made in the presence of a notary, documents which
'lo not abuse the good faith of the Court, though, nevertheless,

ihe inquiries i'c<[uired by tlie law have been duly made. You,
ih< refore. restore to Birotteau not his honor, but the civil and
political ])rivilcges of which he has been deprived, and in so

doing viui do justice. Such cases come so seldom before you,

;'..it we cannot refrain from giving expression to our ad-

miration of the conduct of the applicant, who has already
received the encouragement of auixu-t patronage."

With that, he read the formal application. The Court de-



i

F

riL'o IMSE AND F.vr.I. OF TESAU BmOTlEAU
liboratc.l witlmut n'tirin- and tho President rose to pro-
nounce the decree.

'

"The Court char^'cs me to inform Af. Birotteau of th,.
fafisfa.'fio,, with which th,. decree, ^rmnted under such cir-
cumstances, is passed.—Call the next case."

Birotteau. already invested with ii caftan of honor hv the
Attorne.v-Cenerars speech, was struck dumh with joy when
he tieard tliesc solemn words fnmi the President of the Ili-h
ost Court of .\pp,.al in France, word, which mad,, those who
heard them f.vl that the impassive Themis ha.i a heart I[e
could not mov.. from his place, he seemed to he frlu(>d to the
floor, and -azrd with hewild,.rcd eyes at the Councillors, who
.'^CHMued to hv. lik,. an-,.:s who had opened the gates which
admitf.d him ,„ life atn.m- his fellows. His uncle took hi,,,
by the an,, an,l .Irew him away. Then Cesar, uho had not
obeyed the desire of Louis XVIII., fasten.-d the red rihhon
at his buttonhole, like a man in a dream, and went down in
tr,umph w,th his friends about him to the hackney cab

'Where are you taking me?" he asked of Joseph Lebas,
Pillerault, and Ptagon.

"Home."

. "^X J\ 'u
^'"•^';"''^''^^'^: I ^«nt to go on 'Change again,now that I have the right."

"To the Exchange," Pillorault gave the order, and looked
significantly at Lchas. fr.r th.Tc were syn,ptoms which made
hini uneasy; he feared for Birotteau"? reason
So Birotteau went back on 'Change between his uncle and

.To.seph M,a8: the two merchants whom every one respected
hnke.] then- arms in his. The news of his rehabilitation wa<
abroad. Du Tillet was the first to see the three and old
i(a,i>on. who followed behind.

nnii'^I'
;,"'•'

'V"' "'"'^r'"'
f^<'li?^'ted to hear that you have

pulled hrnugh your d.mclties. Perhaps T contributed tobnng about th,s happy termination by allowing little Popinot
to pluck me so easily. I am as glad of your happiness as
It ir were my own."

"Tt i. the onlv way open to you," said Pillerault, "for youTUJ never experience it yourself,"

I
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"AVliat do you moan, pir?" asked du Tillot.

"A ;,'o.)d 'hp; in the ribs, by C,oor<:o," siid T^'ba«, smiling
!t I'illcrault's malicious revcnpp. He know notbinf: of the
part that du Tillet had played, but he looked on him as a
'•I'oundrol.

Matifat paw Cesar, and immediately all the most respeeted
i:ierchants crowded about the perfimiVr: hr received an ova-
tion on Thanrre. the most flatterin;.' confrratulations and
'.andshakes. which caused here and fliere some heart-burn-
nrrs, and here and there a pan^' of reiiKirse. for fifty out of
'Very hundred present had been insolvent at some time or
"ther.

nifronnet and Gobseck. chattinp in a corner, stared at
't'sar as the learned must have stared when the first electric

"1 was broufxht for their inspection, and they beheld that
Maniro curiosity, a living' T-eyden jar.

Then, still breathing the incense of triumph. Cesar went
nut to the cab, and drove home to his house, where the mar-
ria^re-contract between his dear child Cesarine and the de-
voted Popinot was to be signed that evening. He laughed
Ti rvously, in a way that alarmed his three old friends.

It is one of the mistakes of youth to imagine that every one
' i'^ the vitality of youth, a defect nearly akin to its best en-
fiowmcnt; for youth does not behold life through a pair of
M'ictacles. but through the radiant hues of a reflected glow,
and age itself is credited with its own exuberant life. Popi-
'"t. like Cesar and Constance, cherished memories of the
[i'>nip and splendor of the ball, the strains of Collinet's or-

' liestra had often rung in his ears; he had seen the gay throng
ef dancers, and tasted the joy so cruelly punished, as Adam
•'nd Eve might have ihought of the forbidden fruit which
li.iiiishcd them from the Garden, and brought Death and
tiirth into the world, for it seems that the multiplication of
I he angels is one of the mysteries of the Paradise above.

Popinot, however, could think of that night's festivity
not only without renior.«c. but with joy in his heart, for then

was that Cesarine in all her glory had given her promise
2T
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to him in his povrrty. Thai .>v(-niii,- !..• had known i)p_von(I all
doubt tliat ho uas Invod Inr liirii-.|f ainn,., Sm wiici/hr [mmI
(V'lc'stin for the n.diiK-. ulndi (iriinlni had iv.-.i.,ivd. aiid
stipulated that ovrn linn;,' .-liould be kdi uulnu. li.d ; whui h,;

had car.'fiilk mmmi thai lii.. iii.Tc.-t trilh'S hch)i!-iii- to ('r.-ar

and Cunstanci' wnv n\ ihtir place, he had dn'aiiKMrof >:iviii-
a hall tlifiv nil i!,r day -d' hi. wcddm^^r. 'p;„, p,vparati

:"

for tile fete liad hnii a \\nrlv of h.ve. It should he cxactlv
like tlie previous oiic, except in the e.\trava;:an((S. Kxtrava-
piiice was over and done with. Si ill, the dinner wa< to l,e

served hy Cheset, and llie -ue.-ts were almost the same. The
Abbe Lorau.x took the place of the Crand-Chaneellor ; and
Leba.s, the JVe.-ideiit o' ihc Trihunal of Commerce, was t >

be there. I'opiiiot added M. Camusot-s name to the li>t. as
an acknowledgment of the kiiKhie^s lie had shown to IJiro;-
toau in so many ways. JI. de \'andenesse and M. de Fon-
taine took the jilace of M. and Mnie. I?oj:iiin.

Cesarine and I'ojdnot liad e\erci.-ed their disr-retion in ll;.'

niatt<T of invitations tn the hall. Thev h,.tli shrank froia
niakin- a festival of their weddin- and had avoided the pub-
licity which jars on jmre and tender hearts hv pivin? tli

dance on tlie occasion of the si-ninjx of the contract. "Coii-
ptance had found th." cherry-colored velvet dress in which s::e

had .«hone for the i,rief space of a .=in-Ie dav; and Cesarine
had pleased her.-elf hy surprisin- I'opinot in the hall-dre-.-
of which he had talked times out of mind. So the house
was to wear the same air of an enchanted festival, and neither
Constance, nor Cesarine, nor Anselme thou-lit that there wa~
any danper for Cesar in this joyful surprise. They waited
till fcmr o'clock, and prew almo.t cliildi-h in their happiness

After the hero of the hour had passed throudi the iiide-
scribahle emotions of returninir to the Exchatii:.'. a fresh shock
await.Ml him in the lfu<. Saini-IIonore. As In; came up tlic

stairs, which still looked new. he saw l-is wife in th.' cherry-
colored velvet dress: he .saw (V-arine. the Comte de Fontaine,
the \ leomte de Vandenesse. the Haron de la Billardiere, and
the great \'au(iuelin; a liyht film si)read over his eves, and
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riifit' I'lllcriiiill. (in wiiuM' .iriii lie liaiu'd, U'\t llir sliuddcr

ili.it i-iiii tl)riMi;;li lii» iicjilu'W.

"It i> Inn iiMich I'll!' iiiiii," tlif nlil |ilii|(i-i iphcr sni'l to t!u'

n.lllliinil All-filiic ; "lie Ulll lint ^tillll| illl tllr Wlllc ullicll

nil I.iivc |iuiiri(l nut fur him."

I'm all lii';iit> liiat >.) Iiil'Ii uitli joy. tliiit Cr^iir'-i emotion
il.il Inlicl'imr .-lr|i- UCI'c ,l.-cn III •( I Id iltl i lit iiMca t inll, VCPV

ilunil. 11.- tluy llimiu'lit-— but not si'Mmii t;il;il. When lie

Hikid rniiinl till' ilra\vinir-riH)m. and .siw it liiird with truest!*

.iiid Wdiiiiii in hall i()ilrt>, the .-uhlinic rliulim nf the /iiiule

I i'>ri'thu\(ir> irnat -ym)iii(Uiy heat in his |)1iIms and lluodcd

:ii> hrain. That imairinary inu.-ic >ircaiMcd in on him liki'

rays id" Ii;.d;t. >|iarklin,ir I'mm iiKidulatitm tu mo'lulation; it

'>»as to h" iiidii'd tlic tlinilr iliat raii_:,' rlrar and lii;,'li tliri)ii;,'li

lie riMc-Ms nf (he tii'i'd hraiii. Ovcnomo \>y the harmony
that s\\(|)t thr(>ii;:li him. he laiil iiis hand on his wife's arm,

. i.d ill luiii',-. rcndiTcd almost inaudihlc \t\ the effort to kcop

hack the flowin;.' hlood whiiji lllled liis moiitli:

''I am not well," he said.

Cnnstance. in alai'iii, led her hu.-haiid to her room; he was
I'.irely aiilo to reaeli the armchair, into which lie sank, c.x-

I iaiminj:. "Af. Ilaudryl M. I.orau.\ I"

1 he .\lilie came in, I'njlowed iiy tlie i^uests and women in

'•\enini: dre». wlio .-tood in consternation. Cesar in the iiiidst

'f this hri^ditly-coloied tliron<r <rraspod his eonfessorV hand,
•.il laid lii.- head on the hreast of tlio wife who knelt iieside

nil. .\ hlooil-ves.-el had heen ruptured in the lungs, and the
ri'Miliinu- aniiiri>m was stopping his last hreath.

"Mehold I he death of tlie righteous!" the Abhe Loraux
-imI -oleiiinl\. as he stretched his hand towards Cesar with
"ill' of tlio-e Itivine ge>tures wliicli Hemhraridt's inspiration

liclield anil reconled in his picture of Christ raising Lazarus
::"m the dead.

Chri-t hade i'larth surrender lier prey; the good [)riest sped
:

-"111 to hea\en. wlu-vi- tlie martyr to conunereial integrity

iM'iiild receive an unfading palm.
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To '/'/iniphilr U'Ullirr.

\rrKK tho (lisisf,.r> ..f tl,.. i{..v..Iiiiinii of Julv IS.IO had
.Hvckcl il„. Iurtnn..s ,,i „iMiiy ji ii..Mr lamilv .l.'|»'M(i.-nl uix.u
'In- ro.irt. M,,,... I;, |'riM.,..>,. .1.. C.i.lij.M.an l.a.l tlu- a.l.lr.'SH

'''""" l'<'iili'al .\,.iil- U.v th,. luial ruin diiu in n'alit\ to
-
r own rvtravaLMiH,.. Tl,,. I'.-i,,,.,. l,a,| l,.ft Fran.r with'tli.)

1.".\m1 I'aniily. hut ili,. I'riii.,-, >tavr,| ..n in I'aris. tl,.. v<Ty
'-' t of li<r lm>l)an(l"s al.-.n.r .m.uhii- iirr fru,ii arn-t. Ilo,
'1 I"' .linn.', v-as rv.[.nn>ihl,- I',,,- a hiinlm ..f ,|..|,t uliidi
I'I'i 'I'-I Ix' .ii-(h:.rir,Ml l,v il,,. sal,- ,.f all liis availal.l.. [.rop-

r!\. Tlio crr.lifi.is had taken (,v,r In.' ivwim, ~ ,.t' lii,' vi\-
' nl. an.! the alFaiiv .,f th- -ivat faniilv vwiv. in -hn,t. i„ ^^
-"! a way as the fortiiiics of tiir rl(l..r hranch of ti,,. I'.our-
n^. Thin.-rs hcin,i,' thus, the l'rinr,.,vM' d,. ( .i.ii^.nan (the
idy so oclrhratnl in her day a^ th,' Diich,-^. ,!,. Manfri-

-ii'iisc) nia<K' up h,T mind I.. Iiv in ruiupl,.!,. ivi inni, iii and
i-h'd to make th.' vv,,rl.l f,,rir..t h.T. An.I in tli.. ,h;'/v <ur-
" "t of cwnts whi.'h s\v,.pt i'aris auav. Mm... ,!,. Maufri-n.-use
uas soon lost to si-rht in th,. Princ-s.. ,!,. ('a,]|..;„,.|'i. and h.-

!"!.» almost a stran^rcr to so.i,.tv: ih.' n,.u a,i,i,> l.roiifrht
npon the stap' hy the I.'.'vohition ..f Julv kn.'U- n..ihin^'''of
''||. mctani.irphosis.

In France the title of duk.. tak.-s pmM.,|,.n.r ov.-r all others,
•n over the title of prin.r: all... it it is lai.l dou„ un...,nivo-

;!l'v ,n hcrahlry that titl.-^ >i-nifv ahso!ut..|v noihin.r. and
i^it all the nohly horn arv p..rf...tlv (..|ual. Thi^ admirahlc
"iry was C(ms.-i..nti..u>lv put in pra.-tic,. in fonnf.r tim..g
the royal house of Fran.-.-; in.l 1. it is still .arri..d .Mit

• 'Ii'> !..tter at any rate. f..r kin-s ..f Fran.-,- aiv .an.ful to
-.u. their sons the sini])K. titi," .»f eount. by virtue of the

(323)
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f^anio svslciii !•

^4

'•i"'i> 1. >i,-nc(l liiriisolf "Francis. T»r(l of
s{,lfii(li(l array of titles jis-

Vanves."* tlicrdiv ccliiiM'n^r tin

sunu'd i,v that i,n,nj„,„> inoiian-h, Vliarlfs V. "Louis X[, ha,]even <roiii. further uhcii h ^^ave his (lati<,fliter to Pierre de

If

Boaiijei. H simple -e,it lenian. Tho feu-lal svste,,, w;,. <„
thorou^:l,ly hroken up l,v Louis XIV. thnt the" title of ,luko
in his rei::n heeauie the supn^uie an.l most covete,] honor

.Nevertheless, there .re two or three f.niilies in Francom which the principality con.i>ts of .reat territorial pos.e..'
s.ons. h;:n,Ie,l ,lown from former tim-.s. and in these it ranks
above tlic ducliy. Tlie Ffou>e of Cadi.^nan ,s one of tlu.e
exceptions, the eldest son is the Due de Maufri.Mieuse. and
the yomi^er hrotheis are simply Chevalier^ de Cadi^nan.
_

The ( ad.gnans. like two princes of the Ifouse of I{ohanm other times, h.ve a ri,l„ ,o a chair of state in their own
Mise. ami may keep a retinne of page., gentlemen, in theirre.. I us IS a necessary pi..ce of explanation, given partlyo a t eipale a .Mini criticisms from persons who know noth-ing of l,e, natter, parllv too as a record of an old statclvorder of things ,n a world which is said to be passing awavan order of things which some, who understand it but it le'are very eager to aludish.

The Cadignans hear or fire fnsil. mhh conjoined in frsse.w,th the motto Mkmim. and a close crown, without.up:
porters or ]amhre,p,i„, ^^^u,r with the prevalent ignorance

<o Ian
.
the title of j.nnce is heginnin,.T tc enfov a certainvogne: hut it is usually only a c-ourtesv title. There are,rearvrmces „, France .avc tho.e whoinherit doiuahJli^

ness. TlH. disdain felt for the title by the old noblesse, andthe reasons which Cd foul.; VIA' <
.<, un.

r-,nl- of ,i„i . ,

^- '" ^'^"'^ ^iipreniacv to the
nl^ of duke, prevented France from claiming, the'stvle ofinghness for the f,sy prin.-es in existence (those of Va^po eons creation excepted). This is how the Prince,; de

?..^^i5^ai.
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'I'hc persons known coUootivcly as tlie Fauhouri; Snint-

(i. rinaiii prott'ttcd the Princess; trcatinf: her with a respcet-

lii! discretion due to a name that will always l)c honored, to

iiiislurt lines which no longer gave rise to talk, and to Mni<\ de

Cidiunan's beaulv, which was all that remained of jier faded
lIoh. 'I'lio worlil that she had adorned gave her creilit for

liiii- taking the veil, as it were, and entering th( cloister in

hi r own house. For her, of all women, such a j)iece of good
i,i-ie involved an immense sacrifice; and in France anvthintr

L'lv.it is always so keenly appreciateil, that the I'rincess' re-

tnat gained for her all the ground that she had lost in public
"pinion while her splendor was at its height. Of her old

friends among women, >]»• only saw the ]\Iarquise d'Espard;
and as yet she was never seen in public on great occasions,

'T at evening parties. The I'rincess and the Marquise called
upon one another, very early in the morning, an<l, as it were,
in secret; and when the Princess dined with her friend, the
Man|iiise closed hor doors to every one else.

-Mriie. d'Esj -d's l)eliavior was admiralilo. Slie changed
Imt Iiox at the i, aliens, coming down from the first tier to

a hiiignoire on the grounil *loor, so that ^Ime. de Cadignan
i-.'uld come and depart without being seen. Xot everv woman
UMuld have been capable of such a piece of delicacy which de-
prived her of the jdeasure of dragging a former and fallen

rival in her train, and posing as her benefactress. Thus
• naliled to dispense with ruinous toilettes, the Princess went
f>riva1ely in the Marquise's carriage, which in public she
w.iild have nTused to take. Nobody ever knew why Mme.
iTH.-pard behaved in this way; but her conduct was suliliine,

.nvolving a whole host of the little sacrifices which seem mere
trifles in themselves, but taken as a whole reacli giant pro-

nortions. In 1S;V.> the snows of three years had covered the
i "Mrhesse de ^[aiifrigneuse's adventures, wliitening them so ef-

N'lually that nothing sliort of a prodigious elfort of memorv
• iiild recall the heavy indictments formerly laid to her
'!ia rge. Of the (pieen adored by so many courtiers, of i!ie

hiiliess whose levities miglit furnish a novelist witli several
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Miliiiiii'.-;, Ihcr< liiiW I'ciil.-ll

tlurty-si.v, who ini-lit liavc paHSfd for thirt
iiuictccii-viar-olil -on.

ncil iin ('.\(jiiisi(t'|y fair

V in s

woman of

iiitc >f !i('r

( eof'^cs DiK Mauf
poor as .I(jI

firf^t

ri^'iU'iiso, beautiful as A ntmouH
>. was Lvita)ii ((f a .rroat canvr;

ami
a IK

wi>!i was to
Ins (uothcr >

Imn iiiarncil to a 'Tea! fort unc. 1 cr-
iiaps si.,, mraiit to ,1, ,„,-, an lioin-s for liini soi,„. ,l..,v out
of Mine. (1 K.^panlV >alon, which was suppos.'d to 1,,. the fir'^t
in Pans: prrhajK il,is was the real reason of Iw intiniaev
with tlu" Manp,i>e. The Prin.ess. lookin- forward, saw an-
other fivr vrars of reiireinrnt before her: five desolate lonely
years; hut if (ioor-s was to marry well, her conduct must
receive tlie liall-niark of virtue.

The Prine,..,- livod in a modest -round-floor flat in a man-
sion in tu' Pue ,!,. .Arirom..sniK wi.Te relies of hv-ono splen-
dor had been turnr.l to a.-eouut. A -reat lady's ele-ance «tiil
pervaded ..yoryihini:. She ha.l surrounded herself ^yith
beautiful things, wlii,], told their own storv of a life in hi-^h
spheres. The ma-niflcent miniature of V'harlcs X above
her ehimney-pie.e Mas painted by Mme. -lo Mirhol. and bore
the ]e,,..nd. "(iiv™ by the Kin,::." en.M-av,.,! on the frame
Ihe companion pictuiv was a j.ortrait of Madame, who had
been so peculiarly ,;:raeious to her. The album that shone
con.^pieuous on one of the tables was an almost pricel,..s treas-
ure, which none of the bourtreoisrs that rule our modern
money-makinj: nnd ccn.^orious soeh'tv n-ould dare to exhibit
in public. It was a i.ieee of audacity that jiaints the Prin-
cess character to admiration. Tho all)um was full of por-
traits, some thirty amon- them belon^nn- to intimate friends
—lovers, the world said. .\s to numbers, this was a slander-
but with re-ard to s..me ten of them perhaps, as the Mar-
quise (1 K>pard .<aid. there was a -ood. broad foundation for
the rahimny. However that mi-ht be, Ma.xime de Traillos de
Marsay. Ka.^ti-Tiac, the Man,uis d'Es,i:risrnon. (H.neral' de
Moiitriveau, the Mar,,ui.<es de Ron^puToiles an,! .FAjuda-
I info. l>nnce r;alathi(mne. the voun- Du.' .1,. (irandlieu the
younjr Due de lihetore. the y„un^r \-ieumte de Serizv,'and
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I.iiciiTi (Ic niilH'iii]irvV lic.iutifiil f;i((\ had nil rocvivcd most
ti.iitcrin^' trfiiliiieiil I'lum the !,ni>lics of tlic faiiioiis portrait-

j.iiiilcTS of tile day. Ai tliis time the I'rincos liad oiilv re-

I im\<m1 two or three of thi' ori^iiiials of the ]portraits, ami pleas-

antly ealled the book "My Collection of Hrrors."
Ailveoity had iiiadi' a .^nod mother of Mine, la Priiicesso.

ii-r aimiseiiieiit.- diiriiiir tlie fir.-t fifteen year< of the Ke.^tora-

iinii had left her little time to think of her sun: hut now,
uhiii -he took refuufe in ohseiirity, this illiij-trioiis e;,'oi,-t be-

thoiiLdit herself that maternal sentiment pushed to an extreme
UMiild win ahsiilution for her. Her past life would bo oon-
li'iiied by .'ientimental people, who will jiardon anythini: to a
t"ii'l mother, and siie loved her son so iiraeh the better because
-hf had nothin<j el.-e left to love, (ieorzes de ^laiifriirneuse

ua-. for that matter, a son of whom any motlier iniirbt have
t"'(ii inoud. And the I'rincess had made all kin(]s of saeri-

fin - for liini. (Jeor^cs had a stalile and coach-house, and in-

haliited three daintily-furnished rooms in the entresol above,
whirh -rave njion the street.

II is mother stinted herself to keep a hor.-e for him to ride,

a cab-horse, and a diminutive servant. The Duke's tijrcr had
it hard time of it I "Toby,"' onee in the service of "the lato
I'.raiidenord"—for in this jocular niiinner yoimir nien of
f.iMiion were wont to allude to that ruined dandy—Tobv, to re-

]'>at. now turned twenty-five years of a.ire. and still supposed to
111' fourteen, must ,<rroom the hor.^es, clean the cab or the tilburv,

L'" out with his master, keep his rooms in order, and be on
liand in the Princess' antechamlier to admit visitors, if by any
ili.iiici' a visitor ealled on her.

Wlien yon oonsidi^ed the part that the beautiful Duohosse
lie Maufri,<:neus<' had played under the Hestoration: how she
liad lieeii one of the (jueens of Paris, a radiant (pu-en. leadinf:^

I life >o Inxurious that I'ven the wealthiest wonion of fashion
h: London niitrht ha\c taken le-sons of her: it wa- somethinjr
mde-cribably touchiiiL'- to see her in that nn're nutshell of a
I'lace in the l?ue de Miromesnil. only a few doors awav from
thi- hu<ro hotel de ("adignan. which nobody was rich enouLdi
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t(» i\.' 111. N. that llu' ^poculatiw l.uilderV liaiiimcr brought
Jt (l(.wn. 'I'hc woman for whom thirty .-crvaiits wcro scarce
BuMicicnt, the mistress of the finest salons and the prettitvst
petils iippartnnriils in which she entertained so splendidlv
was now livin- in a suite of five rooms—an antecliamber/a
dinin--rooni. a drawing-room, a bedroom, and dressing-room
—with a couj.Ie of women servants for her whole establisli-
nient.

"Ah! she is an admirable mother," that slirewd woman
the Maniuise d-K>pard would remaris, "and admirable with-
out overdoing ii. SI. isliapj.y. Xobodv would have believed
that such a frivolous woman would be capable of taking
a rcsnliiiioii and lollowing it up so persistentlv as she
does. An.] our good Archbishop has encouraged her, he i<

goodness its.'lf to her, be has just persuaded the dowager
t omtesse de f'inij-( ygne io call upon her."

In any case, let us own tliat no one but a queen can abdi-
cate, and descend :i bly from the loftv elevation which is
never utterly lo>t to her. It is only those who are conscious
that they are nothing in themselves that will waste regrets
on their decline, and pity ihemselves. .,nd turn to a past'that
will n(>ver return for them. They know instinctively that
success will not come twice. The Princess was forced' to do
without the rare ilowers with which she had been wont to sur-
round hers(.if. a setting that enhanced her beautv. for no one
could fail to compare her to a flower. Wherefore she had
chosen her ground-ib.or lat with care, so as to eiijov a prettv
little garden with flowering trees and a green <irass-plot to
brighten her (piiet r<v.ni> all through the year.

Her annual income possibly amounted to twelve thousand
francs or thereabouts, but even that niode.sf sum was made up
partly by an allowance from the old Duchesse de Xavarreins
(the youiiLr Duke's )aternal aunt), partlv bv contribution^
from the Duchesse dT.xelles. who was I iving on her estate in
111!' country, and saving as none but dowager-duchesses can
savi': llarpagon was a mere tyro in comparison.

The i'rince de Cadiguau lived abroad, always at the orders
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'if his exilod iiiii.-tcrs. He sharod their inlvprsitv, Forving
I ill III witli a devotion as disinterested. and perhaps rather more
iniclligent than that of most other adiierenis of faUen royalty.
Ili> position was even now a protection to liis wife in i'aris.

in Mich ohsenrity did tlie IVim-ess live, and so little did her
di'^titution arouse the suspicions of the fJovernment, that a
(crtain Marshal, to whom France owes an African province,
iiMiI to meet Le<ritiniist leaders at her liouse and hold coun-
S-] with them while Madame was inakin<: the attempt in La
A'indee.

Foreseeing the approaching hankruptcy of love, and the
drawing nigh of that I'ortieth year beyond which there lies so
little for a woman, the Princess launched forth into the
r-.ihns of politics and philosophy. She took to reading!—
slir who for the last sixteen years had shown tlie utmost al)-

linrrcnce of anything serious! Literature and politics to-day
t:ike the place of devoutness as the la.~t refu-e of feminine
n ' 'ctation. It was said in fashionahle circles that Diane
meant to write a book. During this transition period, when
the beautiful woman of other days was preparing to fade into
.1 woman of intellect, until suc^li time as she should fade away
fer irood. Diane made of the reception at her house a privi'-
lige in the hiirhcst degree flattering for the persons thus fa-
vired. T'nder cover of these occupations she contrived to
''oodwink de Marsay. one of her early lovers, and now the
nuKt influential mend)er of the riovernment of the Citizen
King. Sev(>ral times she received visits from the Prime l^fin-
i-ter in the evening while the T^^^itimist leaders and the Mar-
shal were actually assembled in her bedroom, discussing plans
f'T winning hack the kingdom, and forgetting in their delib-
'
r.itions that thi' kingdom was not to be won without the help

"* ideas—the one means of success overlooked by them. It
w;k a pretty woman's revenge thus to inveigle a prime minis-
I ! and use him as a screen for a consj)iracy against his own
g'vernment: the Princess wrote Madame the spriirhi iiest ac-
""int of an adventure worthy of the best days of the Fronde.
The young Due de Maufrigneuse went to La \'endee, and

?'"'i. '-^
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coiitrivod to cnmc liiick ;i-;iiii •luiclly .•ind without rorniiiittiiii:

hiniM'lt, liut not until he li;i<l shared Madainc's perils. Whoii
all seemed lost. Madame sent him liack. nii fortunately per-
haps, foruyoun,-,' man's iiupassioned vi;rilaiicc mi;,'ht possibly
have foiled freaehery.

Great as Mine. (]i' Maufrijrneiise's transjfressions mi^'ht
have liicn in ilie eye- of tlie middle-elass matnni. lier son's

behavior hloiied them all out for the aristocratic world. It

was .somethiii.ir ^--reat and iidlde surely to risk the life of an
only son and the heir to an historic name in tlii- wav. Thero
are persons, reputed clever, who redeem the faults of private
life by political services, and n'n' rrr.^,). But the IVinposse
flc CadiL'tian had acted without calculation of any kind. Per-
ha[)s there is never calculation on the part of those who so

conduct their lives: and circumstances account for a good half
of many seciuiiii: inconsistencies.

On one of tlu^ first fine days in :>ray 1833. the Marquise
d'Espard and the Princess were taking a turn, they could
scarcely be said to be taking a walk, along the one" garden
path beside the grass plot. It was about two o'clock in the
afternoon, the sun was taking leave of the garden for the
day, but the air was warm with heat reflected from the walls,

and the air was full of the scent of flowers brought by the
Marquise.

"We shall lose de Marsay soon." Mme. d'Espard was say-
ing, "and with him goes your last hope of fortune for the
Due de Manfrigneuse : since you played such a successful trick
on that great politician, his affection for you has sensibly in-

creased."

"My son shall never come to terms with the younger braneh,
even if he must starve first and I should have to work for
him." returned the Princess. "But Berthe do Cinq-Cygne has
no aversion for him."'

"The yrungcr generation is not bound in the same way
as the older "

"Let us say nothing about that. If I fail to tame the Mar-
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ijiii-^r do riiKi-rvcrnp. it will ln' (|uiic li.nl ciioiijrli to be forced
!.. in.irry my <o!i to sonic lihicksinitirs diiii^'htor, as young
i!'K-L'rij.ni(in did."

|>id you love liini?" a-kcd the ^^Jlrquisf•.

"\'(i." tlic l'rinr'c>:s iinsworcil <rrnvi'I\-. "d'EscrricrnoTrf: na-
iM t.' UD- only a kind of proviniMaFs cunowiicss, as I found out

.•I liltli' too late, or loo soon, if vou prefer it."

"And de Marsay ?'

••he Marsny played witii nie as if I wore a doll. I was
aliiHwt a jrirl. We never love tln' men who take the olTiop of

tiiior upon tlieinselves: they <:rate overnnioh on our little sus-

ci |itihilitiep."

••And that wretched hoy who han^'od hiniself
l'"'

•i.U(i<'n? An Antinons ami a j^reat yioet. I wnrshippd
him in all eonseionco, and T niijjrht liavi- heen happv. But he
\v,i> in love with a <rirl of the town; and I pave him np to

Miiir. de Serizy. . . . If he had cared to love me, should
I liiive <riven him up?''

What an odd thinfr. that yon .should come into collision

«ith an Esther
!"'

'"She was handsomer than I," ?aid the Princess.—"Very
s"iin I shall have spent three years in complete solitude," she
uviit on after a pause. "Well, there has been nothing painful
in the quiet. To you, and you only, I will venture to say
tiiiit I have been happy. Adoration palled upon me; I was
i-Hled without enjoyment ; the surface impressions never went
deeper into my heart. All the men that I had known were
yietty, mean, and superficial. I thou«rht ; not one of them did
MP.ytliini: in the least unexpected ; they had neither innocence,
iiT irreatness. nor delicacy. I should have liked to find some
'"'>• nf whom I could stand in awe."

"I'lien. is it with you as it is with me. my dear? Have
vnii tried to love and never found love?"

Never." broke in the Princess, layin<r a hand on her
fii' nd s arm. The two women went across to a rustic bench

T a mass of jessamine now flowerinjr for the second time.

had spoken words full of solemn import for women at

ajxe.

1

th.ir

'^^vV̂'jJ5
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'ivik.' \nll." n-l||||r,l tiir I'lilKcss '•
[ lllUchccIl IllOrP loVO.].

prrlijips 111, 111 .iiIht uniiM'ti: Init throii-li so niiinv n<1v.>n-
IlircS, 1 Url lh;i| I |,;M,. lirMI- kiinwi, lli| | l[li ri.'SS. I llMVl'dotU'
itiMiiy nckl,-^ thiiiL'-. Iiul iilwiivs with jin en.] in vi.'w, nii,!

tli.it .11(1 r.iM.l,.,! a^ I ii.lvanccMl. y\y l„.art lias irrmvn oM
with an iiiiiMcrncc iinfatlmnicd in it. Y(s, a rnMluloiis first
low Ijis iinawakni,.,! JM^'atli all the cviu'ricnrc, and T fool to,,

tlmf I am xoiiii- and fair, in spito of so iini<-h woarinoss. so
Tiiiiny hliirlitin^r inflnonco?. Wo may lovo, wt not bo happy;
M-o may ho happy wlion wo d,, not lovo; hnt to lovo and to 'h('

happy hotli. to know fho two houndloss joys of hiinifin oxpori-
""*—

^|y^
'-^ :> iiiiraolo, and the miraolo lias not boon worked

for inc."

"Xor for nir," said 'S\im\ d'Espard.
"A dreadful ro-rot haunts m.> in my rotroat; I have found

pastiinos, hut I havo not lovod."

"What an inorodihio soorot I"

'•Ah! my dear. i]w>(^ arc scorots that v,-o can onlv confide
to oaoh other; nohoily in Paris would boliovo lis."

".\n.l if we had not hoth passed our thirtv-sixth year, per-
haps wo mi^dit not niako those admissions."

"Xo. While wo are younir, wo nro stupidly fatuou.s on
Homo points," assented th.- J'rinooss. "Somotinies wo behave
liko the poverty-stricken youtlis that play with a toothpick to
make others boliovo that tliey have dined well."

"After all. hero w.> are," .^imo. d'Rspard said, with bewiteh-
inp: frraoo, and a cliarmintr ;,'osluro as of innooonoo prown wis(>;
"hero wo an\ and then' is still onou^di life in us, it seems to
me, for a return c-aino."

"When you told me the other day that Beatrix had pone olf
with Conti.

1 thou.i^ht about it all ni<rht lon<T." said the Priii-
oess. alter a pause. '-.K \\,.man must bo very haj)pv indeed to
sacrifice her position and hor future and to pive up the world
for over like that."

^^

"She is a little fool," Mmo. d'K-pard returned gravely.
"Mile. <^('fi Touches was only too deliirhted to be rid of Conti.
Beatrix could not see that it was a strong proof that there war,
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iictliinj: in Coiiti when a clcNcr uoman <:;\\o liitii u\) without

iiiakiii,:: a dt'lViui' nf iicr si)-(all('<l liapiiiiio.- fur a single ino-

iii.ait.""

'i'lu'ii is slic piin;,' to 1){' uiiliiippy ?"

She is iiiiliap|iy iiuw. What was tlic pond of loaving lior

liii-l)aiitl y Wlial is it Itut an aihni>si(iii of weakness in a

\\ it'r
'"'

''I'hcn. tlo you think that Mnu*. dc IfochcfKlc's motive was

I!. I a desire to e.\[ierience a (oniph'te hive, that hiiss of loving

ami being loved whicli for us ixith is still a dream?"
'.No. She aped Mnie. de Heauseant and irnie. de Lange-

a\~. who, between our.-<'t ves. would have lieen as great fig-

ures as La Valliere, or the Monte>pan, or Diaiu' di' F'oitiers,

•
[ ilie Duehesses d'fitampes or de Cliateaurou.x, in any age

I' -- lonitnonphu'e than ours."

"Oh, witli the king omitted, yes, my dear. Ah I if I could

dill) eall up those women, and ask them if
"

'Hut there is no necessity to call up the dead," broke in

ill'- .Marquise; "we know living women who are happy. A
scire of times I have begun intimate talk about this kind of

tiling with the Comtesse de Moiitcornet. For fifteen years

t^he has been the happiest woman under the sun with that lit-

tle riinile Blondet. Not an infidelity, not a thouudit from an-

eilier; they are still as they were at the first. But somebody
always comes to disturb us at the most interesting point.

Thi'i there is Rastignae and Mme. de Xucingen, and your
(.iu~in Mme. de Camps and that Octave of hers: there is a

i'cret in these long attachments; they know something, dear,

iliat we neither of us know. The world does us the exceeding

lii'iior to take us for ruiiecM worthy of tlie Court of the Ite-

^> Mev, and we are as innocent as two little boarding-school

I'li^^CS."

"I shoiild be glad to have even that innocence," the PrincM^ss

' \( laiined mockingly; "ours is worse, there is sometliing hu-

miliating in it. There is no helj) for it I We will offer up
;!:e mortification to (!od in expiation of our fruitless (|ue>t of

i"Ve; for it is scarcely likely, dear, that in our Martin's sum-
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iiiiT \\v ,«.|i;i!l IiikI ihc ;,'l(,ri.)iis llowff I hilt (lid not liloom for us
in M.iy iiml .liiiic."'

'"I liiit i- not ill.' (|iifsfion." rejoined the Mar(juiso after a
pailv, lilird l,v IM.-ditilti\e reln.s|.e«t. "We ai'e still liaiHlsoliie

eiioii-li to inspire |o\e, Init we .-ii.ill never c-onvinee any one
of our iiinoceiiie ;ind \ irtue."

"If II ueiv ;| nil.M.ji I, it should sooll he ;:;l ni lulled with
coniUK iiLiries, served up with the pretty art thai makes a lie

credii.le. and swallowed d-iwn like (!..iieioiis fniit. Mut lo

make a truth erediide ! —Ah ! the ereatest men have perished
in that attempt," added the Priiiee-s, with a suhtle smile that
I>'oiiardo"s hrush nloiie could n mler.

''Fo(ds can sometimes love," said the Maripiise.
'''^es; hut Hot even fools are sim[)Ie enoiiirh to helitn-p thif,"

jjointed out the I'rineess.

"Von are ri^ht," tlu' Manpiise said. lau^diin.LT. "We oujrht
not to look to a fool or a man of talent for the solution of the
prohlem. There is nothing: for it hut ^'enius. In irenius alone
do you fiiul a child's trustfulness, the relijri,,n of love, and a
willhi;.Miess to he hlindfolded. Look at Canalis and the
Pucliesse de ('haulieu. Tf you and I ever cami' across men
of jrenius, they were too remote from our lives, and too busy;
we were too frivolous, too much c.irri.'d awav and taken up
with other tliine-s."

"Ah! and yet I shouhl not like to leave this world without
knowirifr the joy of |ovi> |o tjic full." exclaimed the Princess.

"It is iiotliiurr to inspire 1m\c." said Mnie. d'Kspard: "it is

a ([uestion of fcdiiii: it. I see many women that are <uilv pegs
on which to han^' a jiassion. ami not at once its cause and ef-

fect."

"The last passion that I inspired was somethinir sacred
and nul,lc."said the Princess; "a future lay hefore it. Chance,
for this once, sent me the man of o-enius. .uir due: the due
so dinicult to come hy. for then' are more ])rettv women than
mm of ireiiius. Puit the devil was in it."

"Do tell mo ahout it. dejir: this is (pijte new to nie."
"I only discovered his romantic passion in the wii^ter of
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;>-.'!•. Kv<T\ I'ndiiy at the <)[h'm.i F used t'> si'i' a man of tliirty

"V tliirciiiiiiiitc -iltiii;; in the siiiic jilaci" in llii' orchestra; lu>

li "I t(i liMik at tiic witli eyes of firr, .-addftifd at tinn-s !iv the
I'lMii.irht of tlip distant'c hctwi-cri us and the inipossibility of
-mct'ss."

"i'nor fellow. \vt' ^To'A- very ftspid wlicti we an- in love,"
- 1!(! the Marijuisc. Tlic I'rirKOiis sniilt-d af thr friciidlv t'|ii-

:. !;irn.

"ilc usf'd to slip oil! into f corriilnr lu'twccn ihc net-."
-!. went on. "Once or twice, to >ee iTie or to !). seen, he pres>( 1

hi- face afjaiiist the pane of ^rhi-.- in the !ie\t iio\. If peop];>

I. line to my hox. I ii-ed to see him filled in the dor)rwav to
>tr;d a frlanee. lie knew every one in my set liy siL'ht at la-t.

ih' iix'd to follow theip *() rny hov. for the sake of lia\ in,' th.-

ii"ir left ajar. Poor fellow, he nm-t hav(» found out who [

u,is very soon, f(,r he knew M. >]. Maufrifrnou.so ai; 1 my
f;itlhr-in-law hy -ijint. .\f'erwanN I u-ed to see my mvsteri-
"u- -lr:in;:er at the Italiens. sittin.i: in a stall just opposite,
-' that lie rouhl l..ok up at mo in unfeiL'ned ocsta.-^y. It was

I'- ttv to see it. .\ftor the Opera or the RoulTons. T um '

to

>"' him ])lant(>d on his two fi'et in the eru-h. People elhowed
liini. he stood firm. The li;:ht died out of his eves when he
- w uv leaninj: on the arm of som(> one in f;ivor. .\s for any-
liiiiiir <'lse. not a word, not a letter, not a siLrii. This was in

l'-'mI taste, you mii-t admit. Sometimes in the morninLT. when
I rnrne haek to my house. I would find him atrain. sittiii;:- on a
v'nne hv the rratf'Way. This lo\e-striek 'U man had very fine

I —
.

a loop, thiek fan-sliaf»ed heard, a roy;ile. and a nious-
t:iihe and whiskers: you could see nothin<r of his faee but the
!'le skin over the cheek hones and a nohle forehead. It was
.'i truly iintiqui' head.

"The Prince, as you know." she rontinm .i, "dt>f.'nd(>d the
Tiii!erie< on the side of the (,)uais in July. He canie to Saint-
' ' ud the eveninir that all was lost. 'I was all but kil'-d. dear.
;! four o'clock," he said. *0no of tlie insiirt'ents had leveled
1' - i:un at me. wiini the leader of the attiick. a youiit: nan
^v'»h a long beard whom I have seen at the Italiens, I thii^';,

22
I
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!-Irii(k ilnuti till' h.irr. I.' Tlic vhdt hit -huh Imih rN.-, n (luar-

trT iiiii-li r, I lic'liiM'. tui. |i,ii (•< iiu.i\ rn.ni tii\ Im-luiinl. Su it

Was [ililiu tllMt till' \nllli;.' fi'lInW \v,l. Jl I'i'pU ill iiilfl .

"In l>.'!l wlirti I (imir I,, li\,. Inri' I s,nv liim Ii'miinj?

n;.'ain>t tin' I -c uall. Ilr -.•.rn-il to rrjuic.- ovit my niliiiiii-

tic.-: [HTliap- lie lliiiiiL'liI that tliry hrniij.'!)! us ncarpr to-

P'lli'r. I'.iit [ iii'V.T ^aw liiin aL'ain aff.T fhc Sairit-Mcrri
airair: lie •a- killed tliat ilav. 'I'lic day hrfiir.' (Inicral I,a-

nian|uc's rnn.Tal I walk.il nut with tny ."-rtTi. am] tmr Ifojaili

liraii w.iit Villi u.-, .-nrnclitiics lichiml. sniuctiiucs in front,

frnm the Madeleine to the I'assap' dew Panoramas whcro I

wa- _i."'inL'."

']• that all :"' a>k(d the Maniuisr.
••All."* returned tie I'rineeHs. "Oh yes: the mominp after

Saint-Merri wa> taken a hoy out ..f the strc(>t catnt^ and must
sp.ak to me: he jrave nie a letter writt.'Ti on cheap paper, and
siL'iied with the >tranLrer"s naiuc."

"[.et Die sec if," saitl the Man|uisc.
"\o, dear. 'I'hc love in that man's heart was soniotliinir

so LTeal ami sacivd that I cannot hetray his confidence. It

stirs my lieart to tliiidv of that sliort t.TrihIe letter, and ihv
dead writi'r nioves me more than any of the livinf; men that I

have sinirled out. Ife haunts me."
"Tell me his name!'"
"Oh. quit(> a common om— Michel Chrestien."
"You did well to tell me <d" it." Mine. .rKspard answrnd

quickly; "I have often heard of him. Michel ("hrestien was
a friend of a well-known writer wlumi yf)U have already wishcl
to se(—that Daniel dWrthez who comes to my house once or
twice in a winter. Tliis Chre-tien. who died, as a matter of
fact, at Saint-.Merri. did not lack friends. I have heard it

said that he was one of tho^e ^rreat politicians who. like de
Marsay. need nothiuir Imt a turn of the wheel of chance to he
on a sudden all that they ou<:ht to he."

••Then it i> hetter that he -hotild he dead." said the Princess,
liiditiir her thou-zhts hene.ith a midaneliolv expression.
"Do you care to meet d'Arthez some evening at my house?"
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a-k."l the MiinjiiiM'. "Vou could talk wiili him of your

"XiTv \villin;.'ly, ihiir."

Si.iiir (la_\> lifter this coriviT-ation, Hlorwlit aiid Hastijjnnf.
knowing' <I".\rtli.z. pn-miscd Mtiic dTl-pard ih.it h,. should
• liiir with h.T. The proinisr would ..canclv hasc hcfti pru-
il' ni if tiic i'rinci.ss" iiaiiic had not hcrti rniritioiicd, hut thf
L'lv.it man of htt. r-^ roiihl not he indiir.Tciit to tiio oj)portu-
Ml\ "f an introduction to Ikt.

I'anicI iTArthcz is ono of the vcrv f.w men of our dav who
cninhine ;rnat ;:ifts with a j:reat nature. He had at tiii-' lime
Won. not all the popularity that his work deserved, hut a re-

.'IMctful esteem to wliicii the chosen few eu,iM add notliin;,'.

II:- reputation certainly would im iva-e, imt in the eves of
'•nnnisseurs he had practically reached his full drvelnpment.
S..ine writers find their true level soon nr late, and once f„r
;ill. and <rArtiioz was one of thou. I'nnr, and of pmd fam-
li.v. he had rifjhtly piicssed the spirit of the a;:e. and trusted
lint to his ance.'itor's name, hut the name won l.v himself. For
!ii;iny years he foujrht iii« hattle in the arena fif I'ari.s. to the
iiiiiinvance of a rich nncle, who left the ohsciuv writer to Ian-
j-'iii-ii in the direst poverty. .Uterwards, when his nephew bc-
'
in.e faniou.s. he left him all his money, a [liece of ineon-

!-i-irii,y to he laid to the .score of vanity. The sudden transi-
tion from poverty to wealth made no clian^re whatever in
i'.iniel d'Arthcz's way of life. II,> continue.) his work with
sMiipIicity worthy of ancient times, and laid new hurdens upon
liini-elf hy acceptinjr a seat in the Chamher of Deputies, on
tie lienchts to the Ri^'ht.

Since his name became known in the world he had occa-
"tially jione into society. An old friend of his. the <rreat

''"tor Horace Bianchon, had introduced him to the Riron
l.'a^tifrnac, an under-secretary of state, and n fr'end of de

M.ir-av's. These were the two j)oIiiicians who nchlv enoutrh
-i ' Michel Chrestien's frii'mls permission to look for his
'i "' I'ody in the cloisters of Saint-Merri, and to hurv the Re-

f
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^'""^"'^ ^"^ « ^^'•^•^^^ ^^'^^ con-tract.] stroM.^ly -v„h ,h.. r,.^.r usc.l by tho administration
at a t.m,. wlu... p.rt.v spirit ran so high, formed a bond, as itwore, iK.tw.vn

. Arll,.x .,,,1 Kasti-mac. a l.nnd vvhiol, fie nn-
der-seen.t.,ry of Ma., an.l ,l,e ,,h.,no„. nnnister were toomiro, not o f„rn to ae.o.uit. 8,.veral of Miehel Thre^tien'sfnends held opposite opinions in polities; these I.ad I.een wonm<T and alta.h,.,! to ,1„. n,.v ...vernntent. One of the,,,, L.'on
Hra,,,

.
f,,,, r,.,.,.,v,.,! ,1„. ,,ppoi,„,„,,„ of Master of hV<n,estsand aft.invanls hr,..,,ne a ( 'onneillor of Slate

Darnel d- \rthez-s lifo was entir..ly .lovoted to l,is work" Tiesaw so..,ely l,y .li,„p.,s o,dy : i, wa. a so,-t of d,-ean, for hi,n'n,> ho,,M. was a eonvont. H.. 1„.| ,-,, ,if„ ,{• , Ronedietine
^..h a Hene,lu..,ne's sol.,- ,•„!,, , IVnedietineV n-adarit of

t^ie a.n lent o a won,an s ent,-y into l.is lif,.. I,,. !„,] ,t,nli,„lwo,nanjoow. ,, of, of. H,o,.;. ,.,,,.,

^

IS ..i^^a^.> eaten nnder nnfo.vsren eonditions when seientifieax,on,s w,ll not apply. Ho tnrn.d the faee of an expo iobserver npon the world wlule he was still at heart a o,

,

P^l
-ly u,^oph,st„.ated hov. The s,...nnn. paradox is quite n-e I,,n Me to any one who ean a,.p,eeiate the i,n,nenso di^tanee

L r r? ir r'
^""^-""^^-^-- <'- f-n,er pro

"^

f:reat and \et be a v,IIa,n. and a fno] n,av ,i-,. fo suhUmp
luMirhts o love. F)-Arth,.x wa. on.. ..f rho ..i.-hlv en.low d 1^
"^f-s

m whon, a k...,, b,,,in a„d a wide ..n... of in . ta'l
J.fts ave nor exeln.l..l a eapaei,vf.,P d....pa,,.l ,,,,,.,.. ;.^^^^^^^
I .are pnvdeuv. b,, .,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,

^, ,,,i„^^,,.
,

C'';,;W'"
^'I"

'"'" '-'••">> -1- bad shunned
\""' '>'""•'•'"• !'• ^vns K,n„..d in love; he kn,.w lu-f.nvh.ndbow ;.reat an a..ndo,,ey passi..n wonid ^ain ,.v.. bin I^,pnvo,.tv and eol,

. and th. h.avv strain of ,bo pn.pa,-a ion

S K^ .; ,:m";'
'"'T'-^'"i-- ^^l-" 1- "iren-nstanees

fercu ,...Mer, and he formed a eon„n.,nplaee and utterly in-
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foniprol.onsihle •loction; the woman (crtainlv was pood-
1-k.n^ cnourri;. L:, without manners or odiioation, and so-
.
Mll.v his mfcnor. She was kept carefullv out of si-rht
Michel ChrostiVn maintained that men of ffeniu." possess

M.' power of transf..rming the most massive ^Fomen into
M.ph<; for them the silliest of the sex have sense and wit.
ii»d the peasant-girl is a marquise; the more aeeomplished the
W'-.ian, tlie more (a.'oordin- to Chresti.'u) she loses in their
.y.s heeause she leaves less to the imagination. He also
" M that love (a purely physical craving for lower nature*)
I-.m,es for the higher, the greatest achi<n-ement of the soul
nf .nan; the closest and strongest of all ties that hind two
tmrnan creatures to each <.ther. Rv wav of justifving d'\r-
t.i'.'. he instan.cd Kaphael and the FoVnarina. (He mi'^ht
liiive tai<en himself as a model in that kind, since ho "^aw^an
.in-H m the Duchesse de Maufrigneuse.) Rut d'Arthez's
^!iniig<' fancy was explical.Ie in manv wavs. P,>rhaps at the
""!^rt he lost all hope of finding a woman to correspond to thr.
' XMHisite visionary ideal, the fond dream of every intelli-rent
I'i.m

: perhaps his heart was too fastidiously sensitive too deli-
<_:it.' to surrender to a woman <.f the worl.l ; perhaps he nre-
f; rnd to do as nature hade while keepin- his illusions and eul-

Y'
iti'iA' his Ideal; or had he pm love far fmm him as some-

t. n.^ ineompatihle with work, with the renularitv of a clois-
t' ^<l life, in which passion might have worked confusion'

i-r some months past Rlondet and Rastignac had rallied
li:rn nn this score, reproaching him with knowini: nothincr of
Hi- wond nor of women. To hear them talk, his work* were
nimierou.« enough and advanced enough to permit of some di-
I'rsion: he had a fine fortune, vet he lived like a student;
'' fi'Ki had no pleasure from his fame or his wealth ; he knew
''-iinir of the exquisite delights of the nohlo and delieate
i.iyion that a high-horn, high-hr.^l woman can inspire and
'"•i. Was It not unworthy in him to know love onlv in it3j-T— maierial aspects? T^ove reduced to the thin- that na-
"•

• "liide It was. in their eves, the most hesotted fojlv It
v.i^ the glory of civilization that it had created Woman wh.'n
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Iiorpctuation of <l(.sirc; and. in slmrt. di.

irruiiii: snlitlci

nuns nli-iuns. irArthrz kiu'W n,.tl

on in-

ivcnd

iirii:

ion cuninnially L^iven ]>v ilir 1

losircciinoldrd Ky cxpro^id'n
; notii

m^Mia;:^; nniln'iit: „f pn.ofs of af-

a lii,::li-ljn'd wnniaii lends to tl

nun and xjul ; notliiii:.'- nf

ii.L' of til,, divini' form thai

tl loz ini;:in kn.iu- v.-om, ii. I,nt Ii,> ki

10 .u'rossc.-t niatiT iaiisin. D'Ar

prodi-ions (li al of art. a f;

N'U- noihiriL'- of ih,. divinit\

was indi- pen-al)lc in a woi

iir lircx'ntrneni

ovc. In si,

nan. if lov

"1 "o(|\ and sold

" «:i- udrr!i\ to he call
sMor,. the tempters vanni, d tl.at d..licio„< cornm-

tion of tlic in,a-,nati..n whiej, con-tu,,,,.. ;, PariH,.,,,,,,-.
'

w].oe.on,e fare, and l:ad not ta^ted Inxnri,.. prep red w 1

hoI>ansH.nne-s.kilIin,l,e.ei,i.l,cnlinarvar,!.a dwU
h.scnnns.ty. At len.th I ., Hiandion. n. ..cnt of d" \r I

!

"

oonfidences. kneu-,i.at tl„< criosit v ^va. aVon-.d The n,noction formed l,v ih,. .rr,..,t ,>,,n o'r ' ,. , m
'

,
'" -'^'" 'i''"i "I leii.r-^ uitli a conimon-

pl.i.e
^ onian. far lr..m :M,win- more a..r,.,.al,|c with n^. ,ndwont, had l;eenmeintoI,.,aMetohim: hvr the cvee.civ, «fn-

"':^,!;^;;.;r'^':v:r^^'''''^'^^-
''•'' "''-i-i'i'n.rhinH^act

and o a l,esant and a tor.ean eonntere',an..nd vvhv ,|„;^ ,„.

r...talhnv,heoMl>icard.en,cheon,o.hi„eonhi/ca
.JVm have tlnrtvlhon.and livres a year and all thai von make

In .vour pen:yo„ have n.a.le -..od von,- niotto- \,-s thfs.^.-

I'J-
- ... an ,dd pnnnn,, devi.. .,,,, ,. ,,,,, J^j:;kne.i-vct yon wdl not a,r it in t!,e Hois -le l'.o„!...n,e ' Coed

(piahn.'s ou^dir not to hide tiicniMdves in thi- ,-, •

-It von read yonr work over to that fat Laforvt-like cp^'I-
nn. who solaces your existence. F wonM for.Ivc von for keep-

H..' her pn .nHh.ndct. "Bnt. mv dcr fVHow. if vo„ !,Ivon drv hread rmterially speakin. n.entally you have not so
niucli as a crust.

These fri,.u,!ly skirniishes hetwen Daniel and his friends
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! ,..! hccii f'din^'- on for .<()nio months l)cforo ^^nlo. (VEspard

: -1..1I IJasti^Miac and Bloiidot to indiico d'Arthrz to diiu' witli

' :. -aviiii,' as slic did .-.> that the I'rincosso do C'adi^rnan was
. Ml imly anxious to make the faiiions writer's acquaintance.

I :. ii' arc women for whom curio-ities of tins kind liave all

•' attraction that ma;:i(-hintcrn pictures possess for cliil-

; ; liiit tin- pleasure for the eyes i.- poor enou;:li at the Itest,

iraiiLdit with disi-nchantmeiit. 'I'hc more interesting' a

•
' man x-ems at a di>tance. the less he answers expecta-

- 'ii •! nearer viiw: the nmrc lirilliant he was iuia^Miied to

:
nil' duller tlie tiuiire that he -uhsequeiitly cuts. And it

I :;.
hi' adch'd. parenthe! i( ally, that di>appoiiited curiosity is

iij'* t" lie uiijn-t. |)'Arthez wa> imt to he deluded hv Has-

Ii_':..ii- "P Blomlet. hut they told him lauLrhin,L,dv that here was
;

• -I :,lluriii^' opportunity of ruhliiuL' th" ru-t ofp his lieart,

cf 'ii-i n\erinp somethim,' of the supreiue felicitv to he grained

t'hr'iiijh llie love nf a I'ari-ian j.'rrat lad\, The I'riuee-,- was
' 'ly smitten Willi him ; there was nothiiiLT to fi-ar: h(> had
iinu' to sain froir the interview; he could not possihlv

'I from the pcl.'-tij iii; wlurh V.}u<-. de ("adii."ian had
liiru. Xeithcr I'lnndet nor KastJLniae saw anv harm

.: .iilimr the I'riiici .-s with this love-affair: her pa-t had
t'ii'in.-hed Mt many an^'-dotes that .-he cnu'd -urelv hear the
'V. ;L-!it of the slander. For d'Arthc/^'s henefit. thev proceeded

! tvlaie the adventuros of the l)uche<-e de Maufripneuse.
1'. -'iTiiiiiiL'- with [ler (iracrV- lirM flirtations u-itli de Mar-

' ' v told of her suh.-equent escapade.- with d".\ juda-Tinto

-he took from his wife. ,ind so aventred Mint . de Beau-

: .iiid of hm' third liii!>:i>ii with youUL' d'Ksfrriiriion. who
:!h her to Italy, atid irot hiui.-eif into an uirlv -iTa[ie

leciiunt. 'riiell the\' told lio\\- y'TCti-hod a certain wcll-

:lm!la^":ador had luade her; how happv she had hecn

:i Ku-,-ia;i ircniral ; how she i;ail ;icted -itiee thfii as

1 to iwo Ministers of Forciirn AtTair-. and so forth and
I)".\rth('>, told them that he had ht>ard mon- about

• they could tell him; their poor friend Michel ('hres-

; ;ii! v^orshipe(l Iior in his secret h:'art for four years, and
:;ii !!Ut lost his wits for her.



11

ll 344 THE SECRKTS Of' A PRINCESS

"i often used to go with him to the Italiens or the Opera,"

Daniel siiid. "He uud I used to rush along the ptret'ts to

keep uj) with li.r horne.-, while he gazed at the Prinee!i>

through the windnwH n( htr hnnigham. The Prince de Cadi-

gnan oweil hi- life i<> that !ov.' aifair; a street-hoy was gding

to fire at hini wlien Michrl >to|.i)cil him."

"Well. well. \oii will lind a subject ready made." smiled

Blondet. '\h\A \\u- woman you want; she w;ll only be cruei

throiigli dtlicacs : .-lie will initiate you into the my.-teries of

refiTicd hixury in the mo-t gracious way: but take eare ! She

has run through many a fortune. The fair Diane is a spend-

thrift of the order that costs not a centime, but for whom

men >pend millions. (!ive yours(df body and soul if you will,

but keep a hold of your j)ur.-e, like the old man in Girodet'o

I)icture of the Drliigr."

This eonvcr.-atioii invested the Princess with the grace of a

queen, the coTuptioii of a diplomatist, the mystery of an ini-

tiation, the depth of an abyss, and The danger of a siren. D'Ar-

thez's ingenious friends, being quite unable to foresee the re-

sults of their hoax, ended iiy making Diane d'Uxelles the

most portentous i'arisieiiiie. thi> cleverest coquette, the most

bewildering courtesan in the world. They were right ; and yet

the woman so lightly spoken of was sacred and divine for

d'Arthez. There was no need to work upon his curiosity. He

agreed to meet her at the lirst asking, and that was all his

friends wanted of him.

Mme, d'K.-pard went to the Princess as socm as the invita-

tion was accepted.

"Do vou feel that you are in good looks and good form for

coquetrv. dear?" .-he a-ked. "Come and dine with me in a few

davs' time, and I will se-ve you up dWrthez. Our man of

genius is the shyest of the >hy : he is afraid of women; he has

never lieen in love. Here is a suliject for you. He is ex-

tremidy clever, ar.d so simple tliat he di.iarms suspicion and

puts vou at a disadvantage. His perspicacity is altogether of

it act- after the event, and throws out

vour calculations. You may take him in to-day; to-morroTr
the retrospective kin

he is not to be duped by anything."
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"Air if I wen- (iniy ti'iity vi'ur> old. I wmid have some
;::, -;n<i tlf rriiici'Sf. "Tlh- (itir tliirii: waniinfr in my life

iihi'rtt hiis Im'cs a nun; of iroiius To outwit 1 Imvo alwnvs
I.:.,! wtrtiicr-. m-viT an advt rsan'. Tjovi' was a panic, not a

(l«>ar Prinot'ss; for, after

i.iii' -^t.

\"lmil hat 1 am very geiHTouj

'.vcll-r'-iiulatcd charity
"

I
if wciarK-Ti looked 'aii^hincly into each othor's face«. and

r liaE^-dv met with a frit'ndly pressure. Siirelv both of

111 innrst have been in pos.ses.'^i. ^n of important .Jccreti'I The?
.' 't.Midy dill not take aecount of a man or a service to render;

iiii'l anv -^infere and lasting friendship bi'ttre<n two women is

jur t-' he cemented by petty crimes. You mav see two of

th.«. iear friend-, each <<i them quite able to kill the other

I'iti- 'He poisoned da<:;.'er in her hand ; and a touchinj: picture

i.f ii.iriiiony they pre.>;ent—till the moment comes when one of

t!i<ni chances to let her weapon drop.

in a week's time, therefore, the Marquise frave one of her

-n ili evening parties, her /iptili^ jours, when a few intimate

fr
.
nds were invited by word of mouth, and the hostess shut

I': ! door to other visitors. Five people were asked to dinner:

f'n !c Blof.det and Mme. de Mintcornet. Daniel d".\rth(>z.

l'i-'i_'nao and the Prineesse de fadiirnan—three men and.

iiv iiidinjr the mistress of the hous(>, three women. N'ever did

ihirKc permit of more skilful prearran£rement than on this oe-

(a^i.iii of d'Arthez'< introduction to Mme. de radijrnan.

I'ven at this day the Princess is supposed to he one of the

1" -'dressed women in Pari- and for women dre^s i^ the first

"f :iri- She wor" a bhi(> vt vet jrown with larL'e white hansr-

;n_' sleeves. The corselet bodice was cut low at the throat;

!
''

I :-ort of cliemisette of sliirhtly drawn tulle with a blue

'"'I'T—such as vou mriy see in some of llaphaers portrait*

—

' ''T'd her shoulder'^, leavinir on'v about four fimrers' bremith
i^f lur neck quite !)are. .\ few -prav:^ of v.-hite heather, cleverly

iirriDp.d by her maid, adorned the f.iir. ripplincr hair for
^' b Diane had been famous. In truth, at this moment she

liiokci] scarcely f.ve-and-twenty. Four years of solitude and
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Hi

ill 111 li;:lit from tlic fvr-.

!i liriu'litncss like that of

ill

rop(i>(' had rt'^liirctl Itrilliaiicy to licr complexion; and thiT"

arc iiKmiciits. >iirclv. whiii a woman looks mori' beautiful for

the ilc-iiT \<> jilca-i'-. ihf will cuiints for >omotliiiig in the

fhaiii:i> that pass over a fare. If persons of sanj^uinc or niol-

anchiilic triii|H rainciit turn sallnw. and the Ivmpliatic jrrow

livid uiiiltr the inllnriicf of violent I'lnntinn, snrcly it must

he conccdrd that doirc and linpc and Joy are frreat hcautilicrs

of the cnniiili'xion : they jrlow in !)ri

kindliiiLT lieauty in a face with a fn

a snnny innrnintr. 'I'lio white fairness for whieh the Princess

was so famous ha<l taken on the rich colorinjr of mature and

majestic wonianhiinil. At this perind of her lifi', reflection ami

serious thou^rhl had left their im])res-;ion upon her; the

dreamy, very noldo forehead seemed wimderfully in harmony

with the sliiw (|ueeidy <x;v/a' of her hlue eyes. \o physiojxno-

mist, hnwever skilled, could have imairined that calculation

and deci-ion lay heiieath those pri'ternaturally delicate fea-

tures. Some Women's faces hallle scii'nee hy their repose and

fineness, ind leave oliservation at fault; the opportunity of

-tudyin;,' iheiii while the ])assions sjieak is hard to come hv

;

:^-hen the passions have spoken it is too late; hy that time a

JTom.in is old. she does not care to dissimulate.

Tilt Princess was just such an inserutahle feminine nivf-

tc"- Whatever she cho«e to he she could he, She was plav-

ful, ' Mlike. distractiiii-dy innocent; or suhtle, serious, and

inply profound. When -he came to the Afarquise's.

nt to h' a sim]ile. sweet woman, who had known life

its de( eption-;; a soulful, much-slandered, hut resifrned

I cruelly-used am'el, in short.

amp earlv. so h to take \iov place hesidc Mme. d'f-s-

r on the settee hv liic flre-ide. She would he .eeen as she

it to bo seen ; she would arransre her attitude witli an art

. iiuenled bv an exquisite ea-e; her pose should be of the ehi!)-

orated and studied kind which brinsrs out all the beauty of

the curving line that hcLrin- at the foot, rises trracefully to th"

hip<. a))d continues throiiL'h wonderful -^inuous contours to the

shoulder, outlining the whole length of the body. Nudity

!i'^]n

she '

on)

vi
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n.iiild l)c loPS (langornus tiinn drapcrifH so artfully nrrnn.uod to

.rrand rcvoal ovrrv line. Witli a stihtlety beyond the reach
f iiiaiiy wonicn, Diane had l)roii<Tlit her pon witli her. For a

'1 .nient Mine. d'Kspard beheld the Dwc de Maiifripneuse with
l::nk amazement, then her eyes showed that she conipre-

!
.iMied the situation. She -rrasped the l'rinces.«;' hand with,
i understand ! P'Arfhez is to he ma.le to a.eept all the dif-

:
cities at the outset, so that you will liave notiiin<; to over-

"iiie afterwards."

The ( 'omtes.se do Montrornet came witli Rhindet, Ra?tignac
I r iiL'ht d'Arthez. The I'rineess paid the great man nom; of
t'" (niiij)linionts with wliieh ordinary people are lavi.^h on
•^!ii h oerasion.':; but in her advances thcro wa.*; a certain gra-
(ii.ii-ness and deference wliich could .scarcely have boon ex-
>-r<lfi] for any one. Ju.-t so, no doubt, she had been with tho
K,' i: of France and tho Princes. She scorned ploasod to gee
!: LTcat man of letters, and glad to have sought him out.

le of taste (and the Princess' taste was excellent) are
n liy tlieir manner as li.^-teners; by an unfeigned inter-

I-' find urbanity, wliicli is to politeness what practice is to
t: d doctrine. Her attentive way of listening when d'Arthez
=?w,i<, w.is a thousand times more flattering than tho most
!:;i:'d\ -seasoned compliments. The introduction was made bv
thr Marquise (juite simply, and with regard to tho dues of
cilinT.

At dinner, so far from adopting the affectations which
>''VAc women permit themselves with regard to food, the
!'• '1 .sg ate with a ve.-y good appetite; slie made a point of
'!"« Mig the natural woman to appear without airs of any
k:nd DWrthez sat next to her. and between the courses she
'!•'!. d ujion a tftc-n-lHe with liitn under cover of the gen-
'

: lonversation.

-Mv reason for procuring myself the pleasure of a moet-
' -' with you, monsieur," slie said, "was a wish to hear some-
! rn.' (if an unfortunate friend of yours who died for a cause
<-'^r than ours. I lav under great o!)ligations to him. but
' ^^it; out of my [nrxLT to ackuowledge or to requite his ser-

ki

"^1
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vicfs. The PritKc ilc ('adij.Tiiiri Miarcs my rogrcts. I have

luard that ym win- inic nf ilic j)(ior fellow's most intimato

friciiils, ami I hat liiMiiltTfsttd staunch friciKifihip bctwoon
you gives me a ('(Ttaiii ilaim to your iui|uaiiitaiuv; so you

will iiiif tliink it i-'raii^'f tliat I should wish to hear all that

you could tell me nf one so dear to you. I am attached to thi'

exiled family, and of course hold monarchical opinions; hul

I am not of the numlier of those who think that it is impos-

sible for a IJepnhliian to he nohle at heart. A monarchy and

a repuhlic are the only forms of government which do not

stifle nol)ility of sentiment."

"Michid direst icn was suhlimc, niadamo," Daniel an-

swered with an unsteady voice. "I do not know of a greater

man amon;^ the heroes of old times. You must not think that

he was one of the narrow Ifepulilieans who want the Conven-
tion and the Committee of Public Safety re-established with

its pretty ways. Xo, Cliche! used to dream of European Fed-

eration on the Swiss model. Sot aside the majrniflcent mon-
archical system which, in my opinion, is peculiarly suited to

our country; and let us admit that Miclid'.s project would
mean the abolition of war in the old world, and a Europe
constituted afresh on a very different basis from that of an-

cient conquest, mi>dificd subseepiently by the feudal svstem.

On this showin<r the Republicans most nearly approached his

theories; and for that reason ho fouixht with them in Julv

and at Saint-.Merri. In politics wo were diametricallv op-

posed, but none the less we were the closest friends."

"It is the finest possible testimony to both your characters,"

Mme. de Cadignan said timidly.

"During the last four years of bis life he told me of his love

for you. Xo one else knew about it," continued d'Arthez.

"We had been like Itrothers; but that confidence bound us to

each other even more closely than before. He alone, madame,
would have loved you as you de.«erve to be loved. Many a

wetting I have had, as he and I accompanied your carriage

home, running to keep up with the horses, so as not to miss

a glimpse of your face—to admire you "
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'"Why. monsieur. I ijliall .«oon bo bnund to makf> oomppnsa-
tinn

"

"Why is not Michel here?" returned Dnniel in a melan-
f holy voice.

'i'frhaps he might not liave loved nio for lonp," l)e;.'iui

the Princess with a sorrowful shake of the head. "RepuhH-
riins are even more absolute in tlicir ideas tlian we .\bsolutiH* ••

who sin through indulgence. He would dream of nie as a

perfect woman no doubt ; ho would liavo been cruelly unile-

reived. We women are persecuted with slander; and^ \inlik •

you Iiterar\' men, wo cannot meet calumny and fight it down
bv our fame and our achievements. People take us, not fir

the women we are, but simply as others make us out to bo.

Others would very soon hide tiie real unknown self that there
is in me by holding up a sham portrait of an imaginary wo-
Tiian. the true Mme. de Maufrigneuse in the eyes of the world.
He would think mo unworthy of the noble love he boro mo,
he would think I could not understand." Again the Prince.sg

Fhook her head with it.s coronet of heather among the bright
gold curls. There was something sublime in the movement;
it expressed sorrowfid misgivings and hidilcn griefs that could
nnt he uttered. Daniel understood all that it meant. Ho
1
I'lki'd at her with quick sympathy in his eves.

'"Still." she said, "when I saw him again one day, a long
wfiile after the Revolution of July, T almost gave "wav to a
wish that came over me to grasp him by the hand, then and
fhiTe before every one, in the peri.style of the Theatre Italien,

.'iTid to give him my bouquet. And then— T thought that such
a (iemonstration of gratitude would be sure to he miscon-
strued, like so many generous acts that people call *Mme. de
Alaufrigneufse's follies'; it will never be in mv power to e\-

I'lnin them ; nobody save God and my son will ever know me
n-^ 1 really am."

Her murmured words, spoken with an accent worthy of a
t-Tcat actress, in tones so low that no one else could overhear
'tifni. must have thrilled anv listener. Thev went to d'.\r-

tlit'z's heart. The famous man of letters was quite out of
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•

fiplif
; tliis was a woiniii >lrivin}.' tn rclialiilitiitc In r-df far

llio .sake nf till' ilciiil. I'crhMp- ii.<p|ilc liail slaml' rf<| Ikt to

him; plii' \vi!!!ti-.! (.. kiin','. if a!i\t!iiri;,' hail tariii.-hnl li, r natii.-

fur tliis man who liail I.aiI lur oik.-. Had lir ilinl wifli all

his illu-ions?

"Micln! \\,i- I'lic of ilinsc rii> n wlm love wliojlv ainl coiii-

plffcly." n'tuni.il d'Artlicz : ">;i(li as lie, if they cInMist' amiss,

can sulFcr, \n\i they lan never jrive up her .\\u)in tliey have
chosen."

"Then was I loved like thut?" she cried, with a look of
high heatitudo.

"Yes. ?iiadaiiie."

"And li.' was happy throuph tiiO?"

"For four years."

"Xo wmiian ( ver hears of snch a thinjr without a feelinj? of
proud satisfaetioii." sh.' said, and there was a modest con-
fusion in the nohle sweet fa(e that turned to liis.

'>ne of the cleverest niaiionvres known to >U(h actresses

is a trick of veilini^ their iii-niner if words have said too much,
or of talkiii',' v. )tli tin ir eyes when 'Awr lauu'iiaL'e falls short.

There is an irresi.-tihlo fascination in thi-o inirenioiis disso-

ranee.s tli.it creep into the music of l.i\e. or trne m- feijxned.

"To h.-ive madi a pre* man happy." she went on (nnd
her voice dropped lower and low r when she had assured her-

self of the effect that she had produced). "To have made a

proat man happy, and that without committing a crime—thi.'i

js the fulfilment of one's destiny, is it not?''

"Did he not writt' to you?''

"Yes. but I wanted to he quite sure; for. believe me, nion-

Biour, when he set me so hiph, he was not mistaken in me."
Women have an art of investinp their utterances with a cer-

tain peculiar sacramental virtue: they can impart an inde-
scribable .somethinp to tlnMr words, a thrill that pives them a

wider sipnificance, a preator depth; and, unless the charmed
auditor subse<piently takes it into his head to ask him.sclf what
those words really meant, the effect is attained—which is the
peculiar aim and object of eloquence. If the Princess had
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worn tlu' f'r<iw n "f l''r;uit r at that iiiDiiiciit. instfud of the

hi^rli plaited coronet of liri^'ht hair and wreath of deliciito

I,rather, lar hrows loidd not ha\i' hiokn! iiiori- (jiicpniy. She

M'i'riii'd to d'Arllii/ to he ualkin;,' over the tide of slander as

niir Saviour walked over the Sea of (iaiilee; the ^liroinl of her

il.ad love wrapped her round a^. an ;iureiile clings alioiit an

,ii!L.'e|, 'I'here was not the reiiiolei't sii;,';,'estion tlint she felt

that this wa^ tin- one [jositioti left to her to take up; not a

hint of a desire to seem j:reat or loviti;:; it was done simply

.iMil (|Mietly. N'o living' man eoiild have done tlie I'rincoss the

- r\iee rendered hy the dea<l.

I'Arthez, worker and r»'elu>e, had had no experionee of

tiie World; studv hail folded him heiieath it- >lielterin<: winj;s.

Il( r Words, her tones, found a creihtlons listener. He liad

r;l!ler 1 under the i-pell of her e\i|iii>ite ways; In was filled

uitli admiration of her llawjes'- heauty. matured hy evil for-

fresheiied hv ret iienuiit ; he howed down hefore that

I. Meination—a vivid intelli'ct and a iiolilc sou

I'llle

lar'^t eomli

I'liitred. in short, to he Michel Chrestien's heir and successor.

The first bejrinninjrs of hi- love ma\ he traced to an idea

—

.1 "iiiinioii ease with your profound thinker. While he looked

;i! hi- nei<.'lihor, while his eyes !,'rew familiar with the outlines

I'f her head, the (Jisposition of her delicate features, her shape,

ii' r foot, her finely modeled hands; vvhili- he saw her now on

.1 closer vie\\ than in the days when he aeeonipanied his

frund on his wild pursuit of her carriaL'e, he was thinkinj;

t" liimsclf that here was an instance of that wonderful thinj?

he power of second-si;,dit developed in a man under the in-

liii'iice of love's e.xaltation. How clearly Michel Chrestien had
re,i(| this woman's heart and soul hy the liplit of tlie firo of

' Ae' And she too on licr side had divined the I-'edcralist ; he

iiii;:ht, no doubt, have heen hai>pyl In this way the Princess

Ki- invested with a jzreat cliarni for d'.-Vrthez; a halo as of

t'firy ^hone about her.

In the ccmrse of the dinner. d'.Xrthez remembered Michel's

'"tifidonces. Michel's despair. Michel's hoix's when he fancied

itiat he was loved iu return, and liis passionate, lyrical out-

i.
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THE SKCliETS OF \ I'UINCESS

ar ...1 tho wlul,. was ,,ll ,„H.o,....ious tlmt ho . to roan'H' honofi, of tl„. pn.para.i-.ns .lu. to .h:uuv. It v.rv el lom^W-s that a ..nli,lant .an pass without ren.orS ^ ^
w r

^""1^'' -^^"-^ -'I'l •^" this, and wrong no o L'
'

• '" om. hr„-f ,non,.nt ho roalizo,] the inunenso distan

I

i spparatos the high-bn.l la.Iv. the llower of the grea
.1.1. fron, ,ho onhnarv won.an, whon,, how.vor. ho onlv know

I'} a smgio spo,.nn,.„. II,. had boon approa.hod on his woakosue, touohod on tho tondorost spots 'n his soul and ^n uI..^ SHnpho.ty, h,s in.potuous „na,.„a,ion urgod ifini to

and tho Pnnooss boanng, hor .naj-.tv. ho it said raisod abarnor h.,woon hin> and ho,-. U was sonu-thing now to

^"ile^ir '" """"' '" '"^'"'^ ""'^ "- ---*".'.-

ir'w.n t

""""^'•":---tant; tho phvsioal attraction

am niust koop Ins iinoasmoss to himself
I hoy taIko<] of Miohol ('hrostion till do...ert wa<= servedTt was an ovonso for lowering their voiees on either 'i'W ,vn,pathy. intuition-hero was her opportun tvof ^ :in? a> a slandorod. unappreciated wonian ! I ere was his eh.nooo stopp.ng ,n,o the dead Hopuhlioan-s shoes! Po'sib v a n" ,of sueh oand.d mind may have deteeted wi,hin hin s fVcitarn dnnmut.on of regret for the loss of In's friend

the th "oV?he r;l
^'•"' [""^'"'^""^ ^" '^' *«ble; when

otr'o fruit .nd" '" !'"' '""'''' ^^'^^ "P"" *'"^ ••-''unn. or iruit and sugar-plums among the bououets of

tha separated the guests. ,t pleased the Princess to nut anend to the eonfidonees. With a word, a delic ons woJd ao-npan.od by one of the glances th.t seem to urn f.
."

I'a.red won.an ,nto a brunclto. she found some subtle wa of"press.ng the ,dea that Daniel and Mieh-d w^. ^.^^After th,s d Arlhez throw hin,self into tho .enera e nvers7t^on w,th boy,sh spirits, and a slightlv fatuou a /n^Tworthy .,f a vouth at school
The Prmccs took d'Arthez-s arm m the simplest way
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'viHn thf-y retnrnod to thr :\rarqui><>'s little drnwinrr.mnm
Ml.. Imirnrorl „ httle in tho -reat salon, till tho Maniuisc. on
IMuiirlrt s arm. was at some little di>tanoo from them. Then
.~!ic Stopped d'Artlioz.

'it is m.v wisii to be not inaeoessihie to that poor Repiih-
li.an's fnenrl." she said. "I have made it a rule to receive
no visitors, but yon shall be the one e.xeeption. Do not tliink
-f this as a favor. Favors are onlv possil)le between stran<'er-'
in.! it seems to me that we are old friends. I wish to look
'II vf)n as MichoKs brother."

!>".\rthez eonld only reply by a pressure of the arm: be
f'lwnd nothing to say.

Coffee was served. Diane de Cadisrnan wrapped herself in
I larjre shawl with coquettish ixraee. and r,.se to pn. P.londet
;ind F{astin:nac knew too much of the world and of courtiers'
i.ict to try to detain her or to make anv ill-bred outcrv •

init Mme. d'E.=nard. taking the Princess bv the band, in-
'biced her to sit down ajrain.

•'Wait till the servants have dined." she whispered; "the
'.irria<re is not read v."

She made a sijrn to the footman who earried out the coffee
irav. Mme. de Montcornet. c.Messintr that :\rme. d"E«pard
"ished to speak with the Princess, drew off dWrthez T?a^-
t'trnac. and Rlondet by one of those wild paradoxical tirades
«hich Parisiennes understand to admiration.
"Well?" asked the ^ranpiise. "What do von think of
ni?"

••fie is simply an adorable child: he is scarcelv out of
'vaddlin- clothes. Really, even this time there will b,> a
victory without a strutr^dp, as usual."

-ft is disheartenin.rr." said Mme. d'Espard, "but there is
' ' ihinfr left."

"And that is?"

i-et me be your rival."

"That is as vou shall decide. T have made up mv mind
vhat to do. (ieniiis is a kind .>f cerebral exist, .nee- I do ,„,(
know how to reach its heart. We will talk of this later on "

2^

if

f
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After tlinf last cnirrnhiti.. roninrk. Mme. (I'lvparr] „vi(l,>
a plnngo into the cnnvrsatinn. AppanMitlv ^hv wa. m.it!i'>r
hurt hy tho wonls. "That i. a. v.,,, ^I^all ,h:u]rr nor ,.„riou.
to .vnow wliat iniglit come of tl,i. i,it, rvirw. The i'rintr.^
p.iivfHl nearly an hour lon-rr on th.. M'ttoo l,v the fin-i.lo'
Sh,. sat m a littles., '-arelrs- attitn,!.., like Dido in (inerin'^
piftur..; and Mlnle she sec,,,,,,] to he ah^o,-he,l i,, jisfeniiw
she -lan.vd now and a^'ain at Daniel with nndis.ri,i<,.d m
M-ell-e.mtroll.-d adnnration. Tiie rarria,ir.> was announerd
Sh(' -ra-j.d the Manjnise d-Kspanl's hand, howed to M„„.
do Alonlcornet. and vanished.
The Princess- name was not nienti,)ned in the eonrso of th.>

evemni: The r-t of the partv. howev,
. . reaped the henelir

(if d Arthezs npliftcd niond : he ,alked his hest : and indeedm Rasti-nae and P.londet he had two supporters of tho f!,v,"

rank- as re-ards rpiiekness of intellect and mental -m.p whil-
the two women had lon.tr since hecn eoii.iied amon- tho.
jy>tt,est ;rn'-,t ladi-s in Paris. To them that evenin<^ wa.
Iik-o a halt at an oasis; it was a rare eniovmont koenlv an-
prociated hv tlie rpiartette. who lived in . constant dread of the
^an-er si-nals of so,.icty. p.dities. or dra win- room eliqne^
Some people are j)rivile,!: d to shine like henefieent star* upon
others, .irivinir li-ht to their mind* and warmth to their heart*
D'.Arthez was one of these finer natnre*. .\ man of letter*
if he rises to the height of his position, is aeeiistomed to think-
Without restraint, and apt. in sooietv. to forcet that evervthin-
nmst not ho said; still, as there is a!mo*t alwavs a eertain
orifrinahty about his diva-ation*. no one eomplain* of them
It was thi.s savor of ori-inalitv. so rare in mere clovorno**
this .*iniple-mindofl fre*l,ness. that made d'.Vrthez's rhararter
somethintr nohlv apart: and in this lav the seeret of that
fl..|i-htfiil evenintr. I)-.\,iI„,z eamo awav with the Baron do
Kiistiirnae. .As thev drov home, the latter naturallv spoke of
the Pnneess. and asked him what he thondit of her.
"Xo wonder Miehej loved her." returned d'.Vrthez: ".*ho is

M" ordinary woman."
-A vc-v extraordinarv woman." T?astic.rnae returned drilv.
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'I
'
an tell ly the sound of your voice tliat vou are in lovo with

)' ^'liva.ly. ^ou will .all bHoro thn,- davs are nut •

."!'! I ."11 tn., ohl a hand in I'aris not to icnow what will pa^^
l"'"'cn yuu. So. ,ny .K.ar Danirl, I h(- vou not to fall into
^;- VuMi,M„„,.rintor..ts.- J.,,vo,lu. l'nn,-...s hv all moans
'• .'•"" I''-1 lli.'i! ynu (;in l,,v,. JHT. hut Imnit voi'ir JntrnMs
" ''I""'- >!" has n,.\,.r ,-,^lc,.d or taken two farthin-s of anv
:,''' "'''''-"^•: >he is far too nineh a Cadi-nan oV
': I xHies for that; l,ut to niv cmain kn,Avl,.d.a. sh,- h;i. not
•^.y s,,iiandor..d a vrry rnnM,l,.ral,h> fwiune of her own she
!i- n.ad, others run tl.n.u,!, millions „f fnn.-s. llow'^ ul.v'
;-||';

"h.nlnn.? \„l.ody ,;,„ t.ll, Sh. dues not know h.TsHf
I i';!";n y,.;,;. ;,^o I saw hrr swallow down a eharniin- vnun^'
'"'-^^ !>rn|.,.ny and an old nni,rv-s savings to huot in
iv.inty months."

-Thi-rteen years a-o I" e.v.-laimed dWvilwz- "then how ohl
J - -'11'.'

-Why .lid you not seo h,.r s,,,?" L'astii:nae retorted, lau-h-
ir)-. -Ihat .vas Iht sun at tahh—the Due de MaufriL-neuse,
« v,.,H^i\.llow of nineteen. And nineteen and seventeen

-Tliirty-six!" exclaimed the man of letfrs in amax-unenf
I 'Mik her for twentv."

'

•>h,. will be quit.- wiliinir: hul vou need have no unea-^ino'-.
-" iLit score, she will ii,.ver he more than twentv for vou
\'.., are sottinrr fo„t in the must fantastic r.f worlds.—(iood-
"!L'ht. Here you nro at home," aiid,>d K'astiirnac, as the car-
na_v turned into the Euo do li.dlefond, where dWrthez livd
ii; i n<at house of his own. -\Ve shall nut at Mil., .ks
I'li'hes in the course of the week."

I''.\rthez allowe.1 l.)vo to inva.le his heart after the fashion
'

i!iv I nele Tol)y, riddicrf, without the least attempt at re-
>i;t.ni.,.. He proeoede.l at one., tw uncritical adoration ad-
•'iiMini: th.. one wonuin and exclu.lini: all others. The J'rin-
' - one .,f the m..st remarkah!.- portents in I'ari^ wh^ro
I'V' rvt!„n-,ir(. .d ..r evil is pos.~il,I,.-th.. Prin.-.-.. fair .Teature
'-anie for him the "angel of his dreams," hackneve.l though'
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the expression may hr, n<nv thai it has falleu on evil dav.A full eon.prdu.nMon nf the Middt.i lra...>fnrniutio,i wrought
"1 Ilic ilhistn.Mis ina„ of liters is inipos>i!.h., unless vou^n-
nieiiiher how solitude and eontinual work l^.ave the hcaVt dor-
mant, and how painful a eonn.rti.m with a vul-ar wonnn
inay beeonie, when physical eravin;,'s ^dve pla.e to love, and
Jove develops new d.-ires and f;:n.i,.s and rc-rets and c'l"^
forth tlie d.yiner impulses of the ]ii;.d.e>t r.-ions of a man's
nature. J) Artluic was, indeed, the .hild, the sehoolbov tliat
tJic J rinee.-s at once diseerned liim to he
And the iH.autiful Diane herself received an almost similar

1 lunnnat.on. At last she had funnd a n,an above other men
the man whom all w.mien desire to find, even if thev onlvmean to play with liim; the power that thev eonsent fo ohe;
lor the sake (,f .rainm- control <,f it. At last she had di^"-
oovered a ^^reat intelL.t, combined, with a bov's heart, and
tlKs Hi the t.rst dawn of i>assion : and she saw. with happine«
undreamed o, that all this wealth was contained in a form
that pleased her.

])-Arthez was handsome, she thou-ht. Perhaps he wa«
ilc had reaehe.i the soIht a.co of maturitv; he had led •!

quiet, rj-nlar life that had preservc.l a certain bloom of
youth th.„u;:h his thirty-ei.::ht years: nnd. like statesmen
and men of sedentary life generally, had attained a reason-
able degree of stoutness. As a verv vounir man he bore a
vafrue resemblance to the portraits of the voumr Bonaparte-
and he likeness was still as stron;: as it mi^dit be between
a dark-ey,.d man with thick brown hair and the Emperor with
his blue eyes and chestnut h.cks. But all the high and burn-
ing ambitum that once shone in d'Arthez's eves had been
softened as it were, by success; the thoughts that lav dormant
beneah the lads forehead had blossome,! ; the hollows in lii.
face had filh-d up. Prosperity had mellowed the sallow
in s that once told of a penurious life and faculties braced

to hear the strain of incessant and e.xhaustincr toil
Jf you look carefully at the finest faces among ancient

philosophers, you can always find that those deviations from
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i" |>.rf,nf tvp,. u|;i..h -i\e to ea.h f;ue a charaotor of its
'AM ar- HMtili,,! I,_v tl„. hal.ii „f m..,litati..n, an-l the con-
:!>ual iv|,nsc .Ini.aii.k.d by tlir intellectual life. The iiio^t
Mi'l.1'1 \i>a-(. arnnii- tiicin—that of Sccratcs. for iti^amv—
orro a w..||-ni^h divine serenity i.t last, j,, ,]„> n,,,,,^
Mif.ii.ity that Inranie dWrthez'.s iniiKTial face verv well
rv was something jrnileh.>s, something of a eliild's uncon-
i-ncs~ ..t it-clf, and a kindliness that went to the hearts

;
"th'T^. He !iad none of that politeness in which there
-l^nv,- a tinge ,,f in>inrrrity. none of the art ],v which the

' hred and most amiahle p,.ople can assume tho.^e qualities
" li lh(y have not. much to the di>comfiture „f their late-
)i:-lilened dupes. Some sins of omi.^sion he might make as
"liM.pieiice of ins isolation; but ho never jarred upon
•"r>. and a perliune of the wilderness onlv enhance^ the
•: ions urhanity of the great man who lavs aside his great-
" lo descend to the social level, and, like Henri IV will
iinr lend a hand in eliildren's games or lend his wit to

!! 'rArthez made no attempt at a defence, the Princess
!:.r return home, did not open the question again with

:-lt. I here was no more to he said, .'-o far as she was
•TMed: with all lier knowledge, and all her i-noranee
loved. She only asked herself if she deserved such great

^I'lMcss—what had she done tJiat heaven should send
-i iin angel to her? She woidd he worthv of his hne it
I. Id last: It should he hers for ever: the lait vcars of vouth

H-n,,,,. I„,i„ty should he swc't in the paradise that she
I'v glimpses. .\s for resisting it. as fur ha-Hin- over

- f. or coquetting with her lover, .she did not even think of
IbT thoughts were of something quite different She un-

-;--! the greatness of genius: she felt in«tincrivelv that
^"- IS not apt to apply the ordinarv rule, to a woman of
""!;:itul. So after a rapid forecast, such as none h„t .m-at
_"";; natures -,„, -^ake. she vowed to herself to .urre^nder
'; fii>r summons. Her estimate of dWrthez's character
: -n a single interview, led her to suspect that there would

i
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1)0 tinio to )iiiik<- wlijil ,-!„• wi-h, ,1 nf licrsi'lf. to he what >\w
iiieaiit to be in ili.' cvrs <if tliis suliliinc ]nv<T, Itcforc t!i,ii

f^UlIlIIlOIlS \VullM lir lllildc.

Anil hcivuiili lir-ins nn oli^curc tumidy. played on the
t^ta^'c nf ill,, iniirr i^ Il^(|,,^l^n^.-.- of ii jiian mid woman, each
to l.c diip..,! l,y thr oili.T. TnrtujJ,^ is tliu mcrot trillc wn\-
I'aivd Willi MI, li iiixTUtahlc coiniMlics as this; thc\- ciihir:'..

the liuvdcrs of the depravity of human nature; ilirv lie h,.-

yoiid th.. domain of dramatic art. Kvtraordinarv astlicy arc
thron-hoiit. t'ny arc naliiral. conivivaMc, jnstific.l l,v li,.,,,,-

sity. Su( h a comnly is a Imrrihlc kind of drama, wliifh should
1h! t'litiih'tl the seamy side of vice.

The I'rince-s hr-an hy seiidin- for dWrthez's hooks. Shu
liad not read a siii-lo \V(.rd (d" th<'m, hut never: htdess .^iie Imd
kept lip a Haltering conver.-^ation on the suhje' t for twentv
minutes without making a single slip. She proceeded to
Teail them throu-li, and then tried to compare his work with
that of the ix'st coiitemj)()rary writers. The result wa- a (Jt

of Tiiental indiL'estion on tlie day of d'Arlhez's visit. Kverv
day that week she had (lres>ed witli unusual care: JuV
toilette e.xpn^ssed an idea for the ovcs to accept, without
knowing how or wherefore. So she appeared in a com-
bination of sd't shades of gray: a listless, graceful half-
niourninir, an apf.ropriate costume for a woman who fell

weary of life, and had nothing left to bind her to life Pave
a few natural tie-^ {her son perhajts). Hers, apparenflv,
was an elegant disirtist tha* stopped sliort, hou-ever, of sui-

cide; she was finishing her allotteil time in the eartldv
l>risoii-house.

She received d'Arthez as tliough she expected his visit,

and had se(>n him at her hous(> a hundred time,*, doing him
tl;e honor of treatini: him as an old acquaintance. The con-
versation Iteiran in the nio>f commonplace wav. They talked
of the weather, of tiie Cahinet. of de Marsay's lad he;i!i!!,

of the hopes of the TeLntimist ]>artv. DWrlhex was an Xh-
.^olutist. The Princes-; could not but know the opinions of a

man wlio sat among the fifteen or twentv Leeitiniist meitilKTS
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'!" 'liiinil,,.,- of I),.p„ti,.s; so sin. took ..roasinn to toll fhoMlH. _tr„k sh. ha.l pluyr,] ,1,. M,,r<av; .h. lou..h.Ml
• 'I- I nnc,.s.l..votion t,. tl„. F.V.val familv an,| .„ Madam,.-
' = •! tlM'iHT l,v an f.asy tranMtiu,,. I,n,u-ht ,V ^ rWu-,; attiTi-
•11 I" thf I'miic.. (|(. CadiLriiaii.

TiM.,v i.thisai l..a.| t,. !„• >ai.i f„r |„n, , ,. an atta.hr.l
-i'V"t<'.l MTvani nf [lis Maj,..,v.".aH: -!„. -11,, pahlio
•'"'"'';','"";

'^ •"" '-"•••'II 'I''" I liav,. M,lIVr..(l fron, l,i.'"""''"
^'^'"- '-'"'•"ntinu,..|.a.lrnitlv h.n in- tl... i'nnr..

•
"li" M,l... -hav.. ynu not nuii,.,..! (f,„- nntl,,n- OM-a,,,.. vou)

-' "^'n hav,. two si.l,.s t<. tli,.ir H.ara.t,.r> ? (»,„. <i,i,."l|„.v
•> ^" l""n,.. to their wivs: it is tl„.ir tn,o ..haraotrr that"^rs n pnvato lif,.; ,he nia.k is tak.n ofT. ,li.HnH>Iatl..n U
:u ,.n<l: tlH.y do not trouhl,,. to s...,,, nth,.,- than tlu'v aro-
•^ •"•' th,.,ns..|v,.s-urt,.n thcv an- Imrril.I... ThJv aro
•"• nohl,. and ,i.^..n,.ro„s for th,. vv<t of th- u-„r!d. W the
'>.'.;.n,l th,. r.,„rt, and th,- salons: th,.v uvar a rostumo

•''"Hl,.n.d With v,rt,u.„ and h,.,liz,.n,.d with fi,- lan-ua'^o-
pn.^M.ss r.x,piis,to ,|,ialiti,.s in al.iindan.-,.. What a'-hock-

'- l^im. ,t ,s: An,l yr.t thm- an> pc.pl,. that ^,,„„]„, ,f j,,,,M ,. ->no women w..ar. at their air of sup,.rioritv over tl.-i^
!-i':in-ls. their indifTi'renee "'

>'h- hroke off. h„t allowe,! her hand to dn.p (ill i, n.sted
"H. arm of her ehair. a pesture that ro,n,d,.,l ntf l„.r di.-

=T^*' to admiration. DWrthe^-s ,.y... w,.n. int,-, upon her-me h^rnro. upon the lines so ^rn„.,.fn]lv .arv d a..,in^t the''< depths of hor easy-ehnir: n,.on the nM.v,.,n,.„t- of h,.r
•^-: npon a certain faseinatin- little wrink!,. that ,,!av,d
•
^'"'i -Inwn over her h„st. a darii,:: ,l,.\i,v wh^-h nnlv .„its

''•M>t s„ slender that it has nothin- to In.e I,v ir' The
'

i;'-s watehin.ir him. took np the or,l,.r of her thoirdits
"i"iii:h she were sp<^akinrr to herM'If.

~
'

I ^v,ll s.y no m„re.- she sai,l. -[-V as for women that
.li.inx.lves ont for 'misnnd,.rst,.od.' and victims of ij]-

-':.d unions who fak.. th.-mselves dramafiVallv and i.o.enuenM.n^ person._that kind of thin^ seems to me hlme-
-'.• uilgar. and you authors have ended l.v makin;; such

A



IP

i

'

3A0 THK skc[u:ts oi- a rniNcKss

women vcrv ndimln,,.. („„. nin-i ,.,tii, ,• -ul.init. ami th.rp
IS no mor.. |., 1,.. .aul, ur or.,- rc.M>t» an. I llii,|- -.uun^ruu-ui I„
t'lllicr v:t>v a u,,riian >IimiiM I,,.,.]) mI, „(.•. It ,- t,-,!,. il,,: |

coul.l n.,t tiiak,' I,,, mv nun, I In ,|,, ritl,..,-. hut thai i- .,. nii'i, I,

Ih.' niufv ,vaM,M. {H-rhap^. I',,,- kr,.,.iii- .iln,,-.. n-.w ||,,u- .,llv
" '^ f-.;,,n,pla,n'

1 f a unman ,- n... r,,ua! tn tl„. rluuul
Htanc,.-

,1 .h,. fail, in ta.l, ..r >rns,.. „r snhi|,..v. >lu. ,!,-
s.T\,.> Imt lal... \,v nut \v„n„.M ,,, „.,.„. j,, K,,,„;,,. •,!„

^

Pl-i.v With vun \vl„.n ih.y .li.K.sr. as tlu'v rhn.M.. an.) f.,r h
I'ln^' as tliry d .,.'"

Slu. >w,in,i: hrr sr,.n|.|,„ti|,, wif], ;, ,„,nv!n„, l,l,.„,|i„„ „f
fcininm.. inM,|,.n,... ami nmrkm- -aictv in Iht -^.tiir..

•i haw oft.n hrani .nntcnipi ihlc 'lit, |,. rrratures n-nt
that tlH.v w..r,. u.nncn," .1,,. continiMMl: "a,,,! j always "I'.lt
sorry for tlu,„. If I i,„| ,|,„ ,,,,„„,,, , ^^,,,,,|,, ,^^, ,^ ;^.^^^_ ^^^
ov.T aLMin. Ah! tho ph-aMir- and ,,ri,Ir uf ..winj: vonr iri-
.nnphs to stn.n.Mh. to all tl... p„w, r pnt in vour hands hv law.
of yunr r.wn framin^^! An.i wh,t, w. <,.,. vn„ at onr h.r
'Inm- an.l s.yin- foolish thini:s for o„r sakr,. is it not m-
t-.Mcatin? joy to f,.,.l that the u-onnnrs uvakn... trinmphs'-
So. when wosucc,...]. w,- are honnd to k,.,.p .m|..,hv „n,l.r
penalty .,| |o.,n,ir o„r a<c<.n<](.n..v. And after a d,f..at a ^vc,.
•n'H, s pr.,1.. hnls her he nLnt. The slavV sHenee dismays
the master.

While this j.rattle rvas pip,.d forth in thos<. Nvinninjr tones
of ^'entle derision, uiil, an a,-eo„ipanimcnt of little .lainty
tnrns of the head. <]'Arthi'z \va^ spclll.omi,
is fascinated hy th(> >!i-

was something: flu

port-niaiTs (lo<;. '|"|

mill. juM as a partrid<re

IIS kind ot woman

mad

jiiite iirw 111 Ills cxpcricnec
Tell nio, niadanie. ! In-j ,,f von. h

e you snflTer; i »e -lire that wh
vulirnr, you wonld lie di^tinir

manner of sayin<; thiiiirs that
terestinir.

"'

any man eonld havi-

ei'" other women would [)>

nisheil. cvni if you had not a

would make a cookery-book in-

that d'Artl

ou are poin^r f;,r in fritTid-iiip." >hc said. so f^rayeiy.

Sh(

lez i^rew serioi ami uneasy.
'•lian.ired the suhje,.t. It prew late. The man of
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L'. !iiiH. poor f.'Ildw. w.nt ;i\v,i\ m ,i .(.ritritf friitr.c of min.l;
li. Ii.mI M'riiicd iiH|Ui-iti\r : lir li;i,l hurt Ikt fi'cliii;.'-: .-irhl lie

u - r.mviiurd iliiit >li(. Iiiid vuir.Tcd ns few women siilTtT.

h ::ir liii'] >|icnt her life in ;nniHintr lii'r>clf; she Wiis ncitluT
I'Miv nur |(>- tli:in ;i fcininiiif I»un .Iu;in. with tlii> ililTcri'iico

— :f ?-hf !i;i(l ti'inptcd tilt' stnnc -hitm- it would not havf fx'cn

" !ii ;m invitiition to Mipprr. iind >\u- ccriainlv would not
I, i\r li.ld lllf Wor-t of llic rncoimtcr.

!• :- irti|)o<-ililf to contiMiic this history without a word
I" ihr Prince ,U- CjidiLMiiin (hitter known an tlie Vntv do

M.,iil'riL'iieii-(). i>r tile wlioh. silt and savor of the Prinress'
' r,i( iiloiis inventions will he lost upon the reader. An out-

'' r enuld never nnderstaml the atn.eity of thf comody
•h the lady lin- heen playinir for the heiiefit of a nian

'
'

!
Iters. In person M. le Due d- Maiifrifrneusc, like his

fiiher the PriiKv de Cadiirnan. was tall ai.d spare; he wa?) a
iptplete fill,, gentleman, his nrhanity never de.<erted him;
!

made <harniin<r >lieeehes : he heeanie a colonel by the {Trace
'I 'e'd. and a <:(km1 soldier hy aeeideiit. In other respoetn
'• I'ririce wa.s a.< hrave as a Pole, showed his valor on all
'",i-ions without diseriniination, and used tho jarpon of
Tniirt eirelcs to hid(> his mental vaeuity. Ever since he at-
T. Mi.'d the a.ire of thirtv-six he had been perforce as indifforont
f 'he sex as his royal ma-^ti'r Kin-r Charles X.: for. like his
!' -ler. he had found too mueh favor with tho fair in his

•ii. and now was payinir the penalty. He had boon the
• '

' "f tlie Fauhoiirjx Saint-Cermain for oi<:hteen years, dur-
lii'li tiiii. he led the dis>ipat.'d, pleasure-fillod life of an

-; Mill.

I
! I.'evolution had ruined his father; and thouiih after

'' leMoratioM the late Prince had recovered his post, the
-'•' rii<ir<liip of a royal castlo, with a salary and divers pon-
' •!-. he had krpt up the state of a rjranJ sciqni'ur of old
'iivs and squandered his fortune durinjz the brief ploam of
!""M'"ntv to such purpose, that all tho sums repaid him by
i!ie law of indemnity went in a display of luxurv in his im'-
i!>'ns,. old mansion. It was the only "piece of property left
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i'> l.in.. a...! ||„. ,.,,.;,„,• ,mrt „f i, „,„ „,,„pi,,,i ,„ ,„,
•';"'-'""•'-'"-''"• 'I'l I'l I'lMMv ,1,. CM.li;:,,,,, .Ii...l at tl„.
np.- .1^'.. .,r n,'l.ty-s,.v..„. M„n,. yoars l„.f,.r' tli- W-vnlufiun of
.'uy H.. |,,„l nniM.I his u.r,.. an,l fur ,. 1,,,,- tim.- fhrn-I, , 1 1

I

. ,., "<i^ nine inrn-
IUU\ hrrU..nn.lUuv^ |,|<,. , ,„„|„.,., |„.,„,,„„ ,,j,„ ^,„,, ,_.^ ^^^^^

jn-hiu. th,. I),,.. ,1,. .V,n;,,T..in.: ll„. ]),,];,: f;,-( wif.. h:u\
,""*'"'';-"•"•••""'""•—"nt~.,r, I,.. truM uf !„.r f..rfun,.
IliHl^ ll.\rr \,rrt\ Sit l> |'a,| , pfi I V -rtlliil.

Tin. ,,n.M.„t I'rin..,. ,,1,„„ ,|,, „„,. ,,„ M,„fri,r„,.,<.„) |,„,
'"' ' '"'"'''" ""'• "i.. [)u,Im«.. ,|-l\„I|,., TnUHnIs islt
«li-'i tin. I>nk,. n.;.,.|H..I his thirtv-siMh v,..,r. th. I huh,

J

r.;.Mir- that h.. u;,s p„„r hiif stco.i v.Tv ^^,.\] at Coi-rt -nw"" li-r.hni.'ht.r with a nnt-n.ll of (ill v or >ixt v tho„r;Hi,|
liw.-. to -ay iiothini: of ,x,„.,tatiorw. [„ this ^vav Mll,>
'I t X'll'- h,.,.,nH. a .hnhr... hrr tnofhrr knou-in- that in all
prohahility th. n.uly ,„arri...| wif- wo„h! I,,, allouv.l ..r-at
iilH'rty. An h,.,r ua. horn, aftrr whirh nnrvp,.,.t,.,l uuhv .f
jrno,] (,„,„n.. th.. |.„k,. h.ft lii. wif,. .onipiot.. fr..,'lon, of
.'U'tion anuM,! hini^olf hv p,i„,. from -...rri^on to ,rarri.o„
Fp<;nt tla. wintor- in Pari-. . ,.ntra,tr.I ,l..hts whi.h his fnth.T
pa,.!, aii.l ,,r..f,.ss...| tho nn.-t cniph.t.. indiir.'n.n.o f..r hi.
w>f... II,. alu,.,vs ^^av,. th.. Diu-h,... a M.vk-s warnin- h,.for,.
ronr„,n;.to Pan. A.h.n.l hv his r..;rini,.Mt. in hi^h favor
with th,. Danphin. an a.Iro.t ...,urti..r. aiu! som,.thin.' of ,

?an.hh.r. th..r.. wa. „.. sort of air...tation ahont th.. H,,,. ,1,.

^ranfri^n.n,^
: ,h,. i.n..h..-. n,.v,.r ,.o„h| p„r.„„,„ ,,;,„ ,„

.k.- ,-p an Opora ^,rl. o„t of r..^ar.l for app,.aran,..s an.l .on-
si.h.ra ,o„ lor h.>r. a. sho pl..a-anlly saul. Th.. Dnkc sm-
ro,., ,., to Ins fath,..-. p.,., at Conrf. and ..ontriv,..] to ploa..
i'^t. Louis XMII. an,! Charl..^ X., whi.-h shows that Ik
i.n.1..r<t.,o.1 h.nv to turn a mlorloss ..haracf-r to a tolorahl,.
^'oo.! a,...ount

:
an.l h..si.],.s. his lif. an.l h..havior wvrc. cover..!

nv..r hv th,. nn.st ,.!..,rant v.^noor. In lan-ua,.. an.! flno n.an-

1-il-rals. I h,. ( arl>-n,.,ns. a.-.-.-nlin- t., th,. Prinr." his fath
w.T,. anuMis for niinin,' th,.ir wives; in this r.^speet. ho.
i•^.•^. lu. foun.l ,t impo^sihle to keep up the faniily tra-l

ler,

inw-

i-
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li.ri. thr l>ii(lif>s \Vii> luiiiiin- tlmui^'li h.r fuituiif loo
i:i kl\ t'nr lum.

'' ''"'"' <l<'lails of tile t'ainil\ lll^tury wwr piililic prop-
T'v ,11 Cuurt ami in ilir Faiil.-.m- .S,iiiil-( ..rinaiii ; .-. mucli
.-, i/i fact, that if any on,, had h..^Miii to (li,«rii» thnn. he
MMal.l havr Ihcii mot with ;i -mil... A man mi-ht as wrll
h.n.. anri(.un,...<l thf captun. of Holland h\ ih.' Diit. h. \,.
«..(nan ,'\rv m-'iilion..,! ilu- ••cliarmin- Ihiki" witiioiit a w.inl
"!' j.i.iiM'. 111.- rondiici lonanl.- Iii> wif.. had Ih,.]! p..rfrct

;

.; U.I- not a .-mall tiiiii;.' for a man to h.ha\.. Iiim-..|f a> wrll
a- \Iaiifri;rn<.u.M. ha. I don... he had l,.ft th.. Du.lu-s- fortun,"
";M. ly al her di,-po-al

; lir had ^1^11 iuT hi- Mippoct atid
'ii'""."'"' "" •very oc,.a>ion. And im|,...,|. fp.m pri.Ie,

IT -OM.I natiir... or fn)m -omc (•iiivalr..iis f....lin;r, M. iU- Mau-
friLM. II.-.. had many a time coino to ih.- |)ii<li..>..' rescue; anv
-'!i.r uoman would haw -on,, un.l.r, in spii,- ,,{ \ut conn.-J-
fM.ii-, in spit., of the ,.onil.in,..| ,.t...ljt of ih.. ol.j l)u(h...<s(!
'!! xrl|..s. th,. Duel,. .\avarrcin>, th.. ,.ld I'rin. .. .1.. Ca.li-nan
""I li'T hushand's aunt. Tiu- [.n-..|ii i'nmr i- ailow,.,l to Ik'

' "f th(. tru.. nohl..s anion;,' the noh|,.ss... And perhaps, if
i '"Nfti.r is faithful at need, hi- lias won the f!iu-st of all
^i' topics oviT himself.

The l)uch,.ss,. dT.vcllcs was a wom, n of flvL-and-forty
•^ .n she married her dau<rht(.r to the Due de Maufri.ni(.n«o
'I th.Tpfore she .*aw her old fri..n,i s sufce.^s not "m.Ti.ly
« MuMit .jealousy, hut with int..r..st. At tli.. tim.. of th.. niar-
na_v she had show,.d h-Tsclf a -reat la.ly and saved tlie sitna-
t:.ri: thonrrh she could not prev,.nt scoHini.. on th,. j.art of
-:"t..f,i! i)ersons at Court, who said that the |)ueh,x-:s' noble
"'hIu. t cost her no ^rreat etfort. alheit ^h.- had <riv..n th.^ past
•v.- v.ar< to repentance and -Kvotion, after the manner of
v.i.iii.ri who stand in ^^reat need of forgiveness.

!'" r..turn to Diane de Cadipnan. The extent of the
^"'

'. !<"l.ire of literature which she displavcd prew mon> and
"-•V rvmarkahie ,Iay hy dav. She eould ventiir.' with the
ii"ii.)st boldness upon the most abstruse questions, thanks to
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studies daily and ni^ditly [nirsucd with an iiit iTjiiditv vvorthv

of all prai-e. DWrihcx wa.- Iu'wildcrcl. lie was in(aj)al)l"e

of .suspiH'liiii: thai Diane. Id^c a ^^ood many \vritiT<. rcpcand
at ni<rlit wliat >]u' read t>l' a morning', jlc iu.,k Iht for a
woman of no onlinary power, in the eoiir-e of these cuii-

veisations they wandered further and further from the md
that iJiaiio had in view; she tried to return to the j^round nf

eorilidential talk, hut it was not very ea-y to l.rin-- ;i niaii n{

d'Arthez"s temper baek to a subject after he had oiiee hem
warned from it. However, after a month of e.\(iirHon> into

literature and beautiful I'latonic diseour.-es. dWrthez irrew

bolder, and came every day at three oVIock. .\t six he took
leave, only to return three hours later to stay till midinj:ht
or one o'clock in the inornin.ir. This with the reirularilv of

an impatient lover: and the Trinci'sp, on \y r side, was always
more or less carefully dres.-^ed at his hours. The trvsi thus
l-cpt daily, the pains that they both took with then;s<'lves,

their whole proceiMJinirs. in fact. exprcsM-il the feelinirs to

which neither of them dared to confe-^- and the Princess
divined in some marvelous way that the -;own child dreaded
the conun<: conte,-^t as much as she herself lon.ixed for it. And
yet iTArthe/'s manner was a con>taiit declaration of love—
a declaration made with a respect which was inexpres^ihlv
plea.sant to the Princess. Kvery day they felt so much the

more closely drawn toixctber. because there was no convention,
no sharp line (d" diU'erence to arrest the ])ro,::ress of their

ideas; no barrier was raised, as frequently happens between
lovers, by formal demands on the one si<le. aiid corjuettish

or sincere demurs \\\)i)u the other. Like most men who-c
youth lasts on until middle j'.l'c. dWrthez was consumed l.v -

poi^jnant irresolution caused by vehement desires on the one

hand, and the dread of in.urrintr his mistress' displeasure
on the other. A ycuuiLT wonuiii under.-tand^ nothinir of a!l

tliis while she shares i!ie emotion, but the Princess wa- to^i

exn.Tienci'il not to linirer over its deliLdit-. So Diane enjovei
to the fidl the delicious hild's-play of love, findin.t: ail the

more charm in it because she knew so well how to put an
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w.l t., it. She was likv a ^roat artist, dw.llinjr con.placontly

;

i;-''-" l>^|t^haIlsi,a,H.a,na.,,.rpi..,...,,„,
ofan'i,!,.alha

'!;'.'- as v.. ,n .!,. liml.o of thin,.s „„)„,„. How ,nanv
^';''n<. as siK. saw ti.at a\\rth.z was readv to advarue. sho

;:"' 'TT
''""•^"'"- '"'" ""'"' '"'• 'l"'vnlv air. She.-I.! control tl... ton.pest in the n.an's I.ovish h.art, sh. couM

'• "'r,.l to k,<s. in- some commonplace word 'uttorofl in a
^"11. tremulous voice.

rin> poliey of |,ers had been coolly resolved upon, and
;;•

"•ted ,t out d.vinely, gradually deepenin^^ the lines of
•

;
.ma::e en^Tavrn upon the heart of a clever man of letters

;;-;;'"' P'-;'l Her to make a ch.ld. With hor he was-""'• ';P"". "h.m.t ...mple: and y., at tin.c something.

'ns -r.atnc.vs, blcn.lod with such innocence. The arch-co-
<iw.M..s play was hindin- her at unawares to her bond-slave
A. .n^th Diane ,|:rew impatient with her love-sick Epictetu--•- soon as she feit that he was disponed to put^ a blind
t^^^!. tn her. she set herself to tie a thick bandalre everts

n,H. evenin. D.miel found the Princess in a pensive mood
> u as „t ,n. ,,th one elbow on the table, her bri.ht golden'..thed ,n the lamplight, while she plavcd with a lett^-"" tappincr ,t upon the tablecloth. When d'Vrthex Z\
|;'^;;.;ii;>wedatuii^

^^

--^Vhat^ is the matter-- ask..! d'Arthez. "You look

;•' '--0 heard from M de radi^nan," she replied
' •-[ Iv as he has wronged me. I have been thinkin. .inee

;; ;;!
tins letter, that he is an exile, and alone; he i fond

'"
;

'- son. and his son is awav fr<,m him
"'

'I'T soul seemed to vibrate throuirh her voice; to d'Arthez
--^ a revelation of a divine sensitiveness to anothe-:p-n
Jf -uched htm to the quick. His lover's eagerness to read
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licr horanic. as it \vrn\ ,. pi,.,' of curious litorarv and
seientinc in,,uiry. If he n.ul,! ..dIv know ih,. hiucht of her
woioanV -.valii.-»: il„. full ^xUnn of iho in juries" forgiven •

and lean. Imw n.'ar ih,. an-ds a woman of tlie world may
rise wlnl.. .,tlicr^ a.cu>,. \ut of frivolity and s(.lfi>hnfss anil
hardness <d' lu^art .' '|-|i,.n h,. n'lnenibered tliat oner, before
he had sou-lit to know tliis an-elV heart, and li.iw he had hem
rc{)ulsed. II,. t,H,k tie- >lrn,i.-r 1 ran>|iarent hand with its taper
fln^rers m his. and .sud. with sonu'thin- like a tnunor in Ins
voire, '-Aiv w friends en-m-h now for vou to tell me what
you have sutreivd? Old troubles must c.,unt for somethint;
in your niii-in^rs."

"\('s." said the fair Diane, prolonirincr the one syllable;
Tulou"s tlute n.'ver si-lie.i forth a sweeter sound. Then she
drifted a-ain into niu>int:s. her eves clouded ,,ver; and as
Daniel wailed in anxious suspense, the sohunnitv of the mo-
ment peneirate.l his b<.ini:. His j.oet's ima<rination beheld
the cloud ^^llln- the sanctuary: slowlv the obscurity would
eloar away, and he should behold the wounded lamb Ivintr at
the feet of (;o(|. - ^

"Well:-" he said softly and (piidly.
Diane ],M,ke.l into lii> f,,,.,. with it> look of tender entreatv

then her eyes fell slowly, and the hwhes drooped: the move-
ment was a revelation ,,f the nohlct ddicacv. A man niii-r
have been a iiKuistrr to imagine that there could be a taint
of hypocrisy in the -raceful curv(> of the throat, as Diane
raised her little dainty head to .^enrl a <:];„„,. ii,t„ the very
depths of those hnii-ry eyes.

"Can I? and ou.ixht 1
;-" she beiran. with a certain hesita-

tion, and her fac(> wore a sublime e\pre^<i.,n ,it' dreamy ten-
derness as she piz.'d at d-.\rlh../. "Men keep faith so littlem such thin^^s. They feel so little bound to seere.T."
"Ah! but if you cannot iru>t me. win am 1 here:-'" he

eried.

"Ah! my friend, does a woman calculate when she binds
herself to a friendship for lifer" answered Djnne, and there
was all the charm of an involuntary confession ah(mt her
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wonis. It ,s not a question of refusin- vo„ (what <,,n [
r. lii.M. to y.,u.')

; hut what wouM you thaik of nw if I shouki
^p. ak. W ilhn^^Iy I uouhl tdl you of my position, a stran-^o
'nr at my age., hut what wouhl you think of a wif. who
^n. iMMay ha,v the woumis .h.ah to h.r hy h.r own hu>ban,l,
^"'" 1-tn.y the >,rrets of anotluT:- Tuivnne kept his word
;'"' ';'";;-^''^' "^"yl't l .>ot to -how the l.-nor of a Turenne
i"".inis tho.-e who tortured m.':--

•Have you irivcn your word to any one-"
"M. de Cadi^nan thou^iu it u,„„.,;.>arv to ask for secrocv

'•';""
T"

"'" """'• "' "" ""'" "'v^''"':-' \1'' tvranV
-'' I >-' -nry my hone.ly ,n you- and her ghuue made thj
I',';""!-'! '"rdnlenee seem sona.th.ng greater than the gift
"1 ii'T |(i'r>on. f^

-Vnu rat,, n.e rather too low if y„u .-an fear anv wron^-;;'-"ver trom nH^ h. >aid with ili-,H.::„i.,.,] ,„tt,.rnes;:
l-'^-ve me. my ra.nd/- she .„d. Sh. to„k hi. hand in

.-. earessing it w,th a most loving .oft tou,-h of her finder.
,

1
know all yotjr worth. You l,ave told u.e the storv of vour

It IS a nohlf. a heautiful storv>i-y
: It 1- >ul,iimi.. it is w(jrthv

'.

-ur name: perhaps you think i ow. v..u n.ine in return'
_'"' •" tins very mona.nt 1 am afraid of low.rin- mvseif in^'•ur .ves In- t,ll,ng s,.,,vts thai are no, „,in. onlv! An,l

•; ne horrors of worldly lilV. (.h! when vou invent
,'' "•'-'-''-. vou htth. know what tra^.d.es are ^oi„ ,

"' "':"iv an apparently elo..ly unit.d familv! Vou do^not
-^i|:ni" the oxt..nt of ,1,, wreteli^-iness beneath th,. gddin-'' know all." h,. cri,.,!.

•V'- "o,hmg"slH. an>wen.d. '-Ought a -lauirht.r to he-
!; hi'r tiiotherr

\i th,.s.. wonl< of hers. d-Arthoz f,.lt as If iK. had lost his
.. .» '.a.-kn..ss among the Alp.. an,| found, with th. first-'M-.d dawn that Le stood „u the v-.v -d.-.. of a hottom-

:; '"'"'T:'u
"" '""'"'' ""'' ''"^"' '>'- '" "" I'nneess

;;;';"''' ''""';''"J'*"^'''- '""• l-'-amom,.,, niam.ilKuu^ht
•- ""• n.an of ^..n,us was a w.akUng: hut a Hash in his'}'^ rea>>ured her.

I
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"And now, yuu arc alrii„-l like; a jnd-c for mo," she said
dv^lr.unu'^W. -And 1 may .peak, for ..vvrv .huidrred
crcatmy has a right lo j.rovc its iiin.Hvncc. 1 hiivr ]>vvn,
nay— if any oiu" iviiifinlKT, a poor rcchix', a unman furced'
liy tlie world lo rcnoiintr tn»' world—i am still a(cii>cd (if

such li-ht .-.induct, .,f .,> man- ,-ins. that I mav !„ f„r.Mvoii
for puttiri- my.Mdf in the tni.. .,-ht h.r th,. heart in which
I find a ivfii-,. frnrn wlii.h 1 shall nm [„ driv.'n f..rth. It
has aluiivs smncd to nic tlial srlf-justilh;!! i,,ii idls lu-avily
ii^'aiiiM iiin.K-,.n<r; f.,r that r. aM,ii '[

ha\.' alwa\:- srornud to
dofcnil iny-lf; to whom, indeed, c.aihl I .prak? Painful
tliiii-s like tlicsc can only \k' cnnddcd to C,,.]. ,,r to some one
very near Him. to a pri.st or to a so.-ond self. Ah, well,
jf my secrets are not there." >he added, hnin- a hand on
dArtlu'x/s hreast. "as they are h.^re" (hendin- the hnsk .,f

her corset with her liu-.-r.-). "you eannot he the {xreat
d Arthez, and I have heen mi^tak.'ii in vou."

IVArthez-s eyes filled, and Diane .Irank in tho-e f.^ar- «he
gave him a sid.don- .trlan.c with steady e\Ts and iin.piiverin.r
eyelids. It was as deft and i-ai as a .-afs sprin- ,)n a nmus"
Then, for the first tinu'. aiL^r MMy davs of protocls. .h Arthez
took the warm, moist hand, carried it to his lips, and set a
kiss npon it—a sl.nv. l.,n,Lr ki-s. drawn from th.> wrist to the
finger-tips, taken will, siieli d.'lieaie raptiuv that th- I'rincess,
bending her head, aii-iiivd very well ..f jiirrat-re. In her
opinion, men of genins .,i=ght 'to love m-uv p..rfectlv tl'ian
men of the worhl, eoxcomhs, .liphanates. or even miliiary men,
tliongh these certainly have noihin- eNe to do. I)ian.> had
had experience. She knew that a man's character as a lover is

revealed hy wvy small m-us and tokens. If a woman is

learntHl in this lore, she can lell from a mere gesture what she
has to expect; mu.h as Cuvier could examine a fragment of
a fo.-sil foot, and say, ••Thi^ hel,,n-ed to an animal that lived
so many thousand years ago; its habit was amphihi.ius. oar-
niv.>rons. herhivor<3iis, or what not; it ha.l or had not horns,
and <o f.jrth."' She felt -^iire that the im.a^qnation wliieh
d Arthez put into his literary style would show itself in his
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l"\r: M, she li,.|,I it ,.x,H.,l„.„t in hvluv iinn fo the lii^lH-^t
.1..T.V of pasHon iiii.l Im li,.f in l,,-,-. Si,,. ,],v\v Iut hand luck
•• "ti.-... with a in,-.,L;nifi,riit p.^tiir,. frau-ht with .motion
li -hr had said in words. "X,, murf (d" tliat. vou will kill nic

'"

ii'' '•'•il.l not haxo >|,nk..n tuoiv foivil.lv. Fn,- a niommt Iter
,vrs n-I,.,] „i.on liis: jov and iV.u- and pnidrrv and CMnfi-
'"'"' and lan-iior: a va-n.. lon-in- and somVihiii- of a
DMidni > slivnos were niin,irlcd in tlinr cxpiv-sion For that
n-in.nt sl„. was a -iid of twcntv. Sl„. had pivparrd, vou
'' !' siiiv. l„r that hour's coincdv: n.'Wr had woman

.:r.-..d hursclf witli suoh art; and now. as she snt in hor
-n;it

,
hair. sIm' ln„k..d likr .-. Ilouvr readv to open out at

t*^- fn-I kiss of the ^•Ml. Heal „r artificiid. whichever she
u.'-. she intoxicated itanicl.

^

\>'d here, if it is permi>Hhle to hazard a personal opinion
•: n- ,unfess that it would he (hdiLdltflll to h,. |I,:|< ,],,.eive(i
!T as Ion? as possilile. Talma on the sta-e certainlv ro=e
!M- ihove nature many a time: hut is not the T'rinee'..e do
' r!!-:,an tli.. ,<rreate>t aetn-s ,,f our .lav? \othin<^ was
"iKt'iiir to her savp an attentive au(li«.n.v. But. unfor-
;"='^':'lv. wcmen disappear in stormv ..poeh.^: thev are like
«;.!-r-lili..s. they must have a cloudless sk- and the !=oft.-t of
"i;m hreezcs if they are to hh.>s(un and sprea.I themselves
"'"r.' our enchanted eves.

Tlw hour had com<^ Diane was ahout to entan.de a -reat
"i-n HI the inextricahle toils of a romance that ha.l'lon-
'-n -rowm.cr: and he was to Hst^.n to it as a catechumei'i
n ::L-!!t have listened to an epistle from one of the apo^tlo^
': !'!e palmy days of the Christian Church.
-Mv mother, who is still livin- at Fx.dles. married me in

'^!
!

to M. de ^raufri.ixneuse wh.-n 1 was sovr-nt....ii vears old
'v.,:i ^ee. my friend, how old I am). She made the match
"' "lit ..f love for me. hut fr.>m love of him. He wa< the onlv
"i:.n -h.. had ever cared for: <o sh.> n-paid him in this ^av for
'- the happiness that he had -iv.n her. Oh! dr. nor h.^
;!' k.-.l hv the Uirly comhinati.m: it is a thini: that often
''"inens. Some women nut their lover hefore their chiMr.-n,

24
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just as inn>t ^^nuun uvr ,nn\hrr. nith, r th.n, -viv... T',o \^y,ni.tmcts .,f nil-, Iv l„v.. ;„.! ,n.,.lM.rl,n.„l. rWdo,,,.,] ,'.
,1,,,;.

!!";,;•":"'''';'''""'"•''''''''•'''''••'"''' '-"nirt i„ a wnrM:n,^

un .

,,",''' /'"'; /""'"^ n,.,.,...n-,ly supplant tho o.Iut

'.'IV-- "i!.i .11 rMraonhnary u an. tl... ^^lorv of n„r ..vA man of y,,,,,- .,.ni„s mmvIv will nn.lorstan,! tl,..,. thir,..<;Wsuo,,,!,..., ,,„,„,,,, ,l„,v „v „„„„ ,|,„ ,,., f,„„„i,.,fi,;
;""'•'•

'
«'!! ^" fn-'li.T. (h.va,vjn.|iflal,l.. l,v.liir„p.„.„,

.'/•';'"'""'• t;;m,H.ran„.nt. situatiun. and tl,. naturf of tho
iittacliniciu. If j ,,iv I'T iii-tancf. at this moment.
'•It.T tu.n.v y,.:,rs of nu-fortun,-. an.l .lismpointm.nt and

l" "' r" '
"'•'• ""''vd a inu. an,llas,in.^Iov,.. n,H,t

otr.ml
, .

Tf I .1m1. w„m1.1 not ,1,. n-„rl.! ,...n,l,Mnn mc? \n<l

lon for twHv,. voars .mon to a ,M,ro an.! hallowod lovo-thotwehv year.s of lif,. ,!,„ ,,.„,ain hrfn,-. T fa.l,.? B„t it ^-jnnot h.. lam not foolish -nn,,.-, ,„ .Innini^Ii n,v rn.rits in the
0}<-s of (.,,,1. I l,,v,. I,.rn.. ,1,. hupl.^n and heat of tho day
nnt.l ev.nm^.: I will tlni^h mv day: I .hall have earned mv
1" **<ir(i-

"What an nnu'd I" tliou^rlit d'Arthoz
"Tn short though th. Dn^h,.,.. dTxoll,.s oarod more forM. d,. Maufr,^n,.nse than for tho poor Diano whom vnu see

iH foro yon I havo n.v.r horn, hor a .rnd.o. Mv motherhad soarc, V s^.n nu.: s!,o had f.n-ott.n ,no: h„t h.-r hehavior
to mo as ],otuo,.„ ^^oman and woman. M-as had: and what is
ba. hotw....n wo.nan and woman hooomos hatofnl hetwoen
rnothor and damrhtrr. M^h-v, that load snoh a life a. thoThmhosso d 1 xollos lod k,.,.n thoir dau-dnors at a distanoo
T onlv 'ramo o,n a fortni-rh, h,foro mv marria-^o Jnd.r<. of
n.y ,nno,.,.noo

! T hnow nothin- T was inoapahlo of mjo^in^r
Iio n>ot_,vo. that hron,d,t the maloh ahont. T had a fine for-
<uno_s,xtv thonsand livros a voar from foro.ts. whioh thnv
e.thor could not sell or had for-otton to soil durin<r the Revo
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luii.-ri. ami tlu .liAl.au .IWn/y in ta.. Nivvrnais to wind, ilw
t"n-t hvuivM. M .1, Maulr,;:>u.,iM. wu. bunkn..,! u ul,
='K 11 I att.TwanlsranH. m uiulry.v.uul uli.n >U\,i. n.r.nil

''[ ;''; """ ot Miy niarnap. I wa> I,.,, ,„„,, .K.flv liriinrant

;"
"'.'" ^I'-^l-''' tli"M-,.n,!i,,u„v of,!... uonl, Tli,. a,r,unu-

''"';' ""'•''-» "' '"> ''"•'"". u,.„| „, pa.ifv ,„v l.N>l,ari.rs
' I' illlnrs.

-M. lie .MaulVi;:n..i.M. wa> ihirty-n,::!,! v,.ar> .,1,1 u|„.„ | wa^
"•"'"'' '" '"'"• I"" tlin^. wars w..,v hk,. a ^nUhvv\ vnn
p.M-ns; th..y ..h.„il.l ..„„nt (I.miM... oh. h,. u,. far „„„•. Hum
-wnly-.ix years,. Kl. My UL.tli.T a, ,lH.a-,...f f-riv lia.lsiill""' ["•'"'i>i"ns ,„ !„,,nty: aii.l I r.„i,i,I ,1,;,, j ua> \,v-
;»''" JCi'lousy .m r,il,..r >i.l... What a lif.. I |,.,I tnr th.. next
'"' •^""'' ^''' 'I' !"'"fl'' I'lil kii.u h.AV th,- nonr
n:!i.'i-s,is,„.,.t..,l y,.un- uif.. M.tlVr,.,! ! T„ h.. ^vnU]u,\ hv a
"i..lh,.r who was jcal. us of h.T own .lauL'ht.T! Ah. (io(]t

^ou wnt.Ts of ,ra-,..I„.s will n.'v..,- invn, a drama-dark aiHl so ,.ni.l ! I think, fr.m, tl.o linl.. I know of
hu;nturv, that a play as a nil,, i. a s.tI... .,f ..v..,,. c-.,n-
\"-:iti.ins. and acti.-ns whi.h l,.,,! to tl... ,a,a>,r.,,,h.

'
hut

'-- '!).n^ of which I an, sp.akin;: t,. v.,„ i, a ,n.,>, .Ira-lful
.•|<>-lropho without end. I, is as if ,],.. avah.,,,-],,. ,ha, f.dl
>in> ,Horn,ii,^ shonl.i fall a.^^ain at ni^d,t-a,„I v,i a-ain nrvt
";•'", n,,.. Aoold siiudd.T runs throned, n.c- 'whil.'. I sn,.ak
'" "• «f''l«' I liirln up the cav.-rn f,-o„, whi.-h th.-r,. wa' n„
•-.•.p,.. the oohl. ,i,doon,y place wh,.rc 1 ii>..,l ,,, Ijv,. If v,.u
'l^i^t know all. the l.irth of niv .l,il,l_al,o^..,h,.r ,nHi,.."in-

''• !'" >'"'' "'"'^^ ^•'"!y liav,. Invn stru.k hv hi- lik.'ne^s
" M,,..'—he has my hair, my eyes. th.. outliiu". .,f ,„v face
;•> "'""t'l. "i.v .<a,ilo, n.y chin, my t,...,h--w,.|l. n,v ..hild'J
I'^li u-,s due either to chance or f. son,,. a.nv,.,n,.n,' h,.,ween
';'y ">„tl,er an.! my hushand. I-ur lo„^ aft.T ,nv -narria^re

'.'I- still a <,nrl ; I w:IS atiaii.l.)n..d. so to sp..ak, .iiivctlv
"''^^•rds: r was a mother, hut a -irl still. "The" Duches's
" - I'l'-.ised to pr.)long the pc.riod „f ,gn..ranee. and to
•"•"1 tins end a mother has hr.r,-ihh. advanta-e< \s f,,r"" n poor, httlo creature brought up like a'mvstic ro«e

/

*
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I
III a nrnvfiil. I km u iiuilmi^' of marrio.i lilV. I (Icvclup.,!
lulr, and felt vrn liappv ; 1 njcucLd over the good uii-

der^taIulln|: and ili,. h.irmony limi [.revailed in the faiiiih.

1 did rioi v.ivr much fur m> liu>haml, and he took no pains
to plea.-e m. : and at h n-th mv thou-hls weiv altogeth.r
diverted from me l,v ilir lir^t jov^ of nmiherhood, jo\-
Ilie niur,. kvrvAy IVIi hreauM' I had nn >u~j.i(i,,ii that tl'uTe
couhl 1m. any uihrr.-. S,. mn.li had heeii dmned into niv
ears ahmit the rcspr.-i that a motlRT ouvd herself! And
besides, a '^wl always loves to 'play at mamma." At tliat agr
a child IS as -o(mI as a doll. I was so proud too to have that
lovely tlower, for (u'or.L'es was a lovelv child—a wonder!
How could one think of society while on.' had the pleasure
<d' nursin- and t.-ndin,ir a little an-d r I adore little children
while lluA- are .piite little and pink and white. So I paw no
one hut my hahy; I lived with liim; I would not allow lii.-

luirse to dress (^r nmlre>s him or to chan-e his clotlies. The
little cares that <rrow so wearisome to tlie mother of a rerri-

nioiit of hahes Were all pure pleasure to mo. Rut after three
or four years, as I am not altoixcther a fool, the liirht hroke in
upon me in spit.' of all the pains they took to i)anda,ee niv
eycs. Can you imagine me when the awakening came, four
years afterwards, in l.sll). Dni.r Frrns rinifini.^ \? a rose-
water tragedy compared with the dramatif situation in which
the Duchess and I. mother and daicditer w
regard to each other. 'I'hen I defied i.oth i

mn( 1. hy llirting piihliely in a wav that mad

placed with

ler and tiiv hiis-

peoplo talk.
Heaven knows what they did not say. Vou can understand,
my friend, that the men with whom I wa.« accused of light
conduct were simply daggers that I used to d.'fend mvs"elf
ai,Minst tl le etleinw Mv t loughts were .~o finil of revonsre
tliat T .lid not feel the wounds that I dealt nivself. I
innocent as a cliil.l ; people looked upon me as a dep

was

rave.
Woman, one ot the worst of wonie n. 1 knew nothin<r oft) n.-

Ilc Wo?1 is very stupid, very ignorant, verv hlind. Pee-
pl.' only pen. trite into the .secrets that inter.'^t them and serve
their sj.ite; hut when tlio greatest and nobles things are to
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!•• ><-<-n. tlu'v put tli,ir h,-iii.l> l„.f,,iv il„ :,• .-v... \n,] vot it
-'ins t.. m.. tl.af th.. priMc tliaf il,rillr,| ,l,r.„i::l, n.c an.rslu'x.k
""HI tlH.so .lays, th.. indi.iri.iuK inn.-.vM.v in ,„v ,.xnr....i„n

,

'"I ;iliitu.I..s. wmmI.I 1„v,. 1,..,,, ,, -ro.lM.n.l to a -rrat p;,int,T
'"• "•"ip.'.--t .,f an-..r in ,„.• must hav tla>li,.,l lik.. li-l,tnin.'

•'^rnn^.h a I,alin,.,m; ,ny .lis.lain nn,>t l.avo ,,our..,l .H>t lik"
" "'••' "'•'•'''•'' P"^>i<"i. Xothirio saw tl„. in.li-nati.m

I'ldfl.

•t luriily yrars .•an ri.-.' t o siirli sulilini.' tra
:rn\v ol.lcr w.' .•aiinot ff.-l indi.rnant.

ric li.'i;j;lits. As

'! a -iiriirisf : v.c irniw cowa nil

\vc arc tin .1 : evil

V, \V.'

liiinl IMC pro.irrrss. I actc! like t!

ar.' afraid. As for IMC r

!c veriest fool ; I horo tlio

.)f the jih'asure. I
ii'iie ut wron-doinir. and ha.l non
'^yd euMipnmiiMn.r niy>elf. I play..] child's trick

• inc. and F threw him

cn-

went t.. rtaly with a har.-hrained h.iv : he ma.lo 1ove

t himself into a scrape on

ovit: l)ut when I fniui.l ont that ho

!). I hurried to the res

my acd.unt (he had forir.^d a.

in (

l-"iis WIH.. tlion.irh h.' harl no I

'iVf m.' a hiin.ired thousand f

cue. My mothiT and mv hu-hand.

over me
ii'ut to the Kinir.

".w the secr.'t of it all. k.pt a ti-ht hand
vfravairant wife. Oh! that tim.' f

The Ma.
ranc:

||U1,-

ii'tv. he tnarricd

rrii:non (vou

leart. was tonch.'d. Ho
out of the [)rivy pursp.

may perhaps have met him
a v.

iT'l'iis d.'Eso-r

tihiiiM-cd f,,r III

diessnf

I'/non wa;

ry rich heiress afterwards), the
ivscued from the depths into which

lis adventure, l.rou-ht ahout hv

t" -iifrer frot)

s, made nic reflect. T saw then that I was tl

my
first

'iier-itidaw iiad o\

1
rny revon<re. ify mother and luisl)an.l and

ii'y stood to all

w cmsciuences .)f
[learance hetw^cn me and tl

cry idle on th.'ir sid.-. tl

My inoiher knew that T wa^^ far ti

'" truly a dTxcllcs, to do mvtlii
^'- linie she L'rew friirhtened hv th-

OS .)t iny recdcss-

proiul. tno 'Teat,

•as fifty-two years .dd. She left Paris a!id

u<: commonplace
: ahout

. mi-chief she had done.

'iTxcllcs. Xow si

U'iatcs tl

rep.'nts of her sins toward-

went to livo

leiii l>y the jtiost extra vaL'ant dcvot

me. an(d

T^ut

Maufri<rneuse

in l.^-.'3 she left me alone, face to f;

ion and hounrid-

ice with

-.M

i



f I

'Mi TiiK si:ciu;ts of a imunckss

"Oh. my fricrid, you iiMii (aiiiiut kiiuw uii.it ;iii iMirlv
riiiin of |.l.'ji-.iin' i-: nor ulmt ,i liou-,. is like wluii a tii.m <
a(( ii>toiiiriI t,, liavi' woiiicti of thf world bnrniiii: iiiciriv
iMfor.- iiiiii. aipl (inds rii'itlicr (vii>rr iior pfrfiiiiir, at home

;

wlini 111' i, ,!ia<l to I'vcrytliiiifr. iiinl jraloiis for tliat vcrv rr.i

son. \\ hi'ii M. dc MaufriLrii"iis(' wa> ininr alone. I triril. I

tricfl to l». ;i .^,nu\ wifp; l,nt I cainc into conlliit with tlic a-s-

IicniM- (,f a iii..roM' trmpfr. witli all th(> fanciis of an ctr.'t"

voluptuary: the drivdini: jnn'rilitics. flu> vain si'lf-.^unici.Ticv

"f ' "lan uho wa^. to tell truth, tlu- ino^t tedious, niaiin-

(Irrin- ;:runildfT in the world. He treated me lik.^ :i little

pirl: it ;rave him plea-^ure to humiliatf ino on everv oeea^ion.
to enidi me with the hhid;:eon of his fxporionce. and to -how
tne how completely i^rnorant I wa-. He mortified me at every
moment, lie di(i cvorythinL'. in fact, to make him>elf de-
te-talile and to (.'ive me a ri^dit to deceive him; hut for three
or four years I wn.s the duj)o of my own heart and mv de-ire
to do riirlit. Do you know what a shamefn! <{)eecli it was that
iir;:e(! m" to fresli r(rkle-:-^ness? ("ould you imairiue tiie -su-

preme lenLMli- to wliieh slander is carried in soeiet v ?— ''i'iie

Duehesse d.' Maufrij:neu~e has ;rone hack to her iiushand,'
people said.

—'Poohl out of sheer depravity; it is a trinmpli
to (juicken the dea<l. nolhinu' <'lse reniaii^- for her to do.' n>

plieil my host friend, a relative at whose house I had the
pleasure of meetinrr \ou."

"Mme. d'Espard!" exclaimed Daniel, ajrhast.

"Oh. T have for^'iven her, my friend. The speech was ex-
tremely clever, to po no further, and I may jierhaps have
said more cruel thin,!:s of other unhappy women who were
ijuite .-I- ])ure a-^ I was."

.\;.'ain dWrthez kis.-od her hands. Tlio sainted woman had
chopped her mother to pieces and served her uj) to him; the
l'rine(> de ('adiunan, who':e ae(|uaintanco we have previouslv
nia<]e. had heen put forward as an Othello of the hlack.'^t
dy.': and now she was aeknowledtrin.ir her faults and .scoiirL'-

in- her^df viL'orouslv-—all fo a<nime. for the eves of tl

guilele.-s man of lett(^rs

woman tries at all costs tu ulItT to her lover

11-

tli.it \iri:in estate which the simplest
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•Vnii ,,in uii.lrr.iMii.l. niv fri..n.l. that uItm f wmt hark
'"'" ','" ^^'"•'''- " ^^"^ '" "'"!<' a -nsatP.M. a„,| I ,„|. ,,.!,,!
! mak..

;, MMlsitlol,, Tllr.V WMV fioil Mni-'l,.,, tu |». ^n,,,.'

•:i"Nj)i; I lia.l |„ jrj,iii ni.lcprri.l.rur inv\ lu (..imfniri M
\|,n.ln-ii<i,M.. So I |„.^r„„ a I,,-,. „r ,iissi|mn.,n fur n.w

i'.i-ii.v I trif.l i„ r„rp.( M..\-..|f. I In,, I ,,, j',„.„,,, ,,,,| i,,.,

!' ' III'' nf .Ircains; I ..hone in .hhihv. I .ntrrtam.,! | u,,;
• i'lin-.-. an<l I -.,t int., .1,1,1. At liom.. I f,uui.l Ini-ninl-

" -I"
!'. ILatitifiil. Iii-h-spintcl, aii.l nrkl.-. I l,,..^;,,!

•' ''''•"! til.' uorlil; l,ut in tlir wvarv sini--|. I»t«,..n
• ''^'n- and ivality, I ran tlir.ai':!i niv ruitiinc

'"'•
;';^";' <'f ls::i' ..•.n,.. jn>t a^'tl.- , haj-l.T ,.nt nf ,h,.I-'"" •\,.vy.s-iln.wt..an<.n.han.| just at that turn- I fu,i„,|

'' !Min. and sicrci |..v,. whi.h 1 h.n-.-.l |., kn.m-. d am
»i;h v.ui') It wa> nnt unnatural (a.lmit) that uh,.,,

^""iians heart had hccii rcprcss.'d a-ain an.l a-ain hv fato
• -"hi awaken at last at the a-.- uh,.n a woman s.m's tliat

-^.n<.h,.at...!of iMTdu..? I saw that >o „,anv w.mn.n
•'i"'ii in.' w,.r." happy throujrh l..Vf. 0' '

'hv wa"^ Mwhvl
'''->ii.n so ,m...h in aw of m,.:- Th. , ^ain is anoth.T""^

'> n,y ht... Th. rv wa.- no help for it. When tho cra^h
•

•
I I'^'l l"st ..vcryihin-; f ha.l not a sin;:!,, illu-j,,,, !,.ff

I

^
-'I pn.>.M..i out th,> hi.-t -Irops of all e.\p,.ri,.n.v. hut of on.'

,'
'

' '"'.! not tastc.l. ami [ had n.^ther ta>tc m.r t.vth I

I

'• 't. In short, hy th,' tim.. I was ..hli^,.d to k-av.. il„. uorl,i
I 'I- .|,s,.n.-hant...l. TIuto was somcthin-r pr..vi.l..nt,al in

^< in til.' in.^cnsihility that propan-s u.^ for death,"" s|„.

' "ith a o-cstiirc full of ndi^nous unction.
I V. mhiriiT ,|,af (,app,.„ed jnst thou helped m,.- sli.. con-
•.: "the downfall and ruin of the M.marehv huri...| me

^_
! ^i-ht. My son makos up to me for a ;:,vat .l..al

•''"ih'H.d eompensat.'s us for all our thwart,.! powers of
' •-'. IVopl.. are astonislie.l hy my retreat, hut I liav.- found

^

"'^>. 01,' ,t y.m hut km.\v how liappv th<. p.,or
"^i- l..do,v you has ;:rown. The joys wliieh I l,ave not
'*_". .HHl shall iiev.T km,w. are all for-otlen in the (..v of

- '^!.,n- my.self for my son's sake. Who could think that

I

f .

r
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f'"iy n.u .1 1.,.,,..., „, A>nn,.i.v,,,,,..f,-j';;f;:
;,,,,^

llll>'nrtUIlrs lliat [ >lioiiMI , • • "" '" I I'lo I ai I ^tuiii 1;-un... n.pH.. ,.....,,,.,,,,,,..,,,,,,,,.

,

,v ;•;;;:;
•'1^-

.
i>-t a, n.h ,„.,, r..,,ul>,. ,1,. <!,.„,.vi„. p„„r I,.,,,,,.,

-n.vp,.,.,,,,..Knau. ha. ,,,,,..,.,, U..; Lu ,lu:ZMl lli.> > l.urriM... ,s,t not? |{,„. |„,|,,,, .,„._ ,|„^ „ -

I'-;
•' 'I .^ou ,. ,]„. iHMory of , van...l„.rw.;n,an-

'|;"_l';;t wnnis «,.r,. .,,ok.M „, l,;;ht j, ,,,„;: ton... „.|,i,,|,IVcallr.l til I'I'ant uonian nf fa^hiun. irArtl.../ was .laz...!

|^.^ in,^ ..u-nn„..an.-..s. or f,,r for,,,, a H.nalun. o» a

- .on,..n of ,,.,.
. ,,., Th..a,ro..,o„s, .,.:„„...,

..|..n
. .. a,.-n,al of fai.. .1. an,| .l.pp.l i„ „,.. ,,,,.,^

<rn I. iM
.

„. Du.h... ton..s. l)'.\n\uv. ^^u,>:\ at h.T for i

-u..:a„,|.h.Ma.iorai,.,. ..,„,an, lav i,r,lu. .1.,. o 1
;';'-•""-'''.'<• of a do.,.,..,..,,,. SI.,. uasov..n.o,„. V

1
. IM>t>orrousa.<.lu. spok,.,,r,h,.,,, a,>,l„ou•sank..x-

l'..nM^,
.

si„. „.as an an,,.] of „„.la„,.l,„iv ,„ fa.t
SmMonly si„. s.t upri.l.t. an.l rai>r.l |,„r han.I. wli,l.^

i.> tu.nty ..ars of ..has,„y. "J„.l,e of ,!,o impn-ssior, ,l,ar,our fruTHl s lovo ,„n>t hav. n.ad.. „„ nu..-' she c'riod. "hnt hv
lie .ava^'o ,rom of fat.-or was it (lod's ironv?-ho .ii.ul-

f.o ,],.., wh.n (f ..onf,..s it) I was so thirstv for h.v. that ,f
a nian ha,l h,v,i worthy of ni,.. h,. would havo fo„n,l r„o weak-
... d..^d to save th.. ],r,. of at.otlu.r, a„.l that other was-who
I'nt M. d,. ( adtgna.,:-' Ar,. you surpri^c.d to fh,d tne pe„-

lIe'f,Tr ^'r^'f
'^";''*'- '"'"" •'^'"'^^ ^""''^ ^ear no more.He fell on h,s k.i.es hei,>n. her, h.. hid his faee iu her hands,



-«»<•' rf

'*"«if*ft-j

>..!.
,

nnp . „,.,.,.. A,,,! -,,„,. |>.„M,r. r..- „as ln,l,i.„
M.M. .!>• ( n,U„um ,.,.nl,| ,||..u- a M,iM!n..vuus h,,,!.. „f tri-
n.'nH. to M-al ...rru>- h..,- „„m.1I,, ,1 mmII. m„ i. as mnnk.v.
-m.'h. MmunoM up ovr a ,.„,.. of sup.Tlat.u. inbduef, "if

•Mm; I liavi. hiiM |-a,t|" t|,„u-ht ^lic.

All.! trik- cuoii^'Ii. >li,' hacl liini fa>t.

-n"'" voM an-—- |„. !,,.,„. r,;.;,,^, „,,„ p,,,,. ,^^,^^^,
li - tn LTfl/.' |nviiii:lv into her fvcs.

•V,.-,,. an.i Miart.vr." si,. Ii„i>h..,l his s,.nt..npp for l,i„,
M.nln.^'al tiu. rom.nonpla,... phra^.. |.„t h.r <.n,..I .Miil,. I,,,t'

;•" • n.ha., „;: M^nili,,,,,... to th. wonls. "I lau^l,.- ,h. sai.l^.a,M. I an,,|,,nkn,;ror.ip. I'ruurss as th. worl.l knous
li.r. ot t ,a. I.u.lu... .1. .\Ia.,rr,.n,.„so to who,,, (h. uo,-l,l
|.--..n« d.; Marsay as a lov-,-; an-l th- vilh,i„oM, poLti,,.!
:"^"''' ''•'"''^•"'"l""ipty-l,..a,l..,lli„h.,rKstrn.^„o„ a„.|
.

->:^'n., ami H„l„.„,pr.-, an,l amha.sa.lors an.l Chnwt
'

uM..r an.l hu»um ^,'..,„Tals,-an,l all Kurop... for anv-..I know. n..T.. has h.vnMn>ch;:ossipaho„t this alhmn
!"",' '''^" '•';'•

'V
i'.-.pl. h..Ii..v,. (hat all ..,v a.hnir.Ts w.re

•nv lov.Ts. Oh! ,t i.s shooki,,;:! I .-annot think how 1 can-.T
y;

">an at n,v f.d : 1 on^ht to .h.spi.e th.m all: that
-1

'
!inl he my creed.

Si., rose and stood in the window: her manner of pning
*• i- lull <,f ma^'nitieent sii !,';:,,..( ion

l'^\rthez stayed on th,- hearth-.tool where he had hoen
Ut,r,r He d,d not dare to foPow the l'rinee<s. hut he

^•.'-1 at her he heard her use her handkerchief. It was a'"- matt.T of orm: what i. a prinee.. that Mows her no-e'
I'-ne tried to do the inipos-ihle to eonfirn, dWrthe/. h,.li,f
'-^ 'jr se,iHhiIity. His a,i...l was in tears! He flew to her
'
'' Ins arm about her waist, an.l h.dd h-r tiirhtlv t.. him

No. no, l.-ave me." sh.- mnrmure.l faintly.
' "[ |,ave t.io

'i; ;nv .louht.s t.) he ,<:ood fnr aiuthini:. Tl..'. task of r.Ton
' '"'i: ,,),. with life i.s heyon.l a nian's str.',,-,!,

"

-[.''ar,..! J will give you love for all tiie life that vou have
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'Xo, tin not talk to iiic like that," phe iiiis\vi>r<'i 1. "7 fco!

puWty: I am trcinl.ling at tliis moiiu'iit as if I hail fonmiittc(l
tho worst of sins."

Diane had recovered a little maid's innoeenee. yet neviT-
theloss she stood hefore him au^ist and <:reat and nohle a-^

a (nieen. It \va< a elever manoniv
Aviiei'lfd rouiiii fr

re, so elever that >li e tiail

om seeniinir, and reaehed the aetiial truth
and as for dWrthez. no words will de.-erihi' the ..|Teet prodii
by it iipnn Ills inexjierience and open nature, (ireat man
h'tters as he was. he stood dniiili with admirat
.spectator waitin<r for a word, while the I'

oi

a Ki

ion. a passivi'

rinei'ss waited for

!ut

fvh cold in the window ; her fe

ad irrown too sacred to him for that. |) lane

't were freezimr; she went l)ack

to her oKl position in the chair.

"lie will l)e a lony: while al)nnt it." thou^dit she. look
at Daniel with a prond forehead and face .-iililime uitl

in^-

'Ts she a wom;in

,

pi'ot'oiind ohserver of

I virtu.

iiiman na-
ture was askin.ir (^f himself. ''Ilow shonhl one act with her
They s[)ent their time till two o'clock in I lie monnmr iii

1 women a- the IV inee: can

tie said

tho fond, fooli.^h talk that siwl

turn into adorahle discourse. She was ti

faded, too niueh of a wreck: dWrthc/ proved to her that she
had the most delicate, soft, and fra,L'rant >kin : delicio; ^ to

touch, and white and fair to

fullv convinced in her own mim
of wliic!cii ttnnijs die was
lie was \onn<r: she was m

her tlower. Her heaiity wa-; disputeij. charm hv charm, detail
bv detail, with—"I).

is desire.—In a fortniirht v

o you think <o?—Vou are raving!—Th

I am veririnsr on fort v ; how should ai

my aire y
1 >".\rthe:^ was

oti wid see me as I am.— In truth.

ly one love a woman

impetuous as a .sdioolhov. his elo(|ue

sown thic

jiience w;

ly with the most extrava.irant words. .\nd the F nn-
ecss. listenin.Lr. hnisrhed within herstdf, while she heard tin-

in.irenious wrif.>r talkimr like a love-sick suh-lieutenant. and
seemed to drink in the nonsense, and to he (piite touched hv

Out in the street d'Arthez asked him.-^elf whether he oufflit
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iiiii ti) have bt'i'U less in awe of her. As lie went throufrli the

.-M.iiiL'e eonddeiices that had been nnde to hiin—naturally,

ii;i > have been niiieh al)ridj,'eil and condensed here, for the

ii;il!iiluou.s utterances given in full, with their approjinate

( oiiuiHiitary of expression and gesture, would fdl a volume

—

as lie looked throujdi his memory, the plausibility of the

iMiiiaiire. the deplhs ijelow the surface, and the I'rincess'

i-iii-, all combined to f(,iil the retrospective sagacity of "'i

aciiic but straiglit'';)rward num.

"ii is true," he told himself as he lay wide awake, '"it is

Inie that there are tragedies in society. Society hiiies such

!i.'rror.~ as this lieiieath the llowers of delicate luxury, the em-

li"l!i>hmi'iits of scandal, and the s]iarkle (d" anecdotes. We
(.uiiiot imagine anything that has not happeneil. Poor
!''i,iiiel Michel caught a glimpse of the enigma when he

l"ld us that there were volcanic fires under the ice I And
I'l.iiH hon and IJjislignac are right too. When a man can find

111- high ideals and the intoxication of desire both blen<led in

tile love of a woman—a woman of (piick intelligence and re-

t'lieiiicnt and dainty ways— it must surely be unspeakable

i.'i-~."

He tried to fathom the love in his heart, and found no
limit.-.

Towards two o'clock next day, Mme. d'Espard calleil on
til- I'rincess. .\n intense curiosity brought her. For more
tiiaii a month >he had neither sivn her friend nor received a

f-uiLde tell-tale word. X(>'hing could ho more amusing than

:'-i" iirsi half-hour of the ccmversation hetw(>en two daughters
! y.\>' endowed with tile wi.'itlom of the serpent. Diane dc;

( .idiLMian shunned the subject of dWrthez as she w(!uld avoid

.1 Ijiiu dress. And the Manjuise wheeled about the iiiiestion

i- .1 Bedouin .\rab might hover about a rich caravan. Diane
' 'ji'Vcd the situation; the ^Iar<|uise grew fiirioi;-. Diane

1- watching her opportunity: she meant to turn her <lear

"•'!id to account as a sporting dog. .\nd one of the two
'.'! rat'd women was more than a match for the other. The
I'niKos rose a head above the Marquise; and ^Ime. d"K-pard.
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in Ikt own mind ;i(ltiiiltc(] licr inl'-Tidrity. Ifcrcin. possibly,
]iiy tho HHTi't ol' the l)()ii(i '.rtwccn tlicrn. Tlir weaker spirit
of the two lav low. I'ciirtiiiiir ;,„ attaclunenl. watiliin^'- for tho
nioniL'iil so loll;! looked for h\ the weak, llie chance of sprini;-
in^' at the throat of the strotiir. and leaviiiLTthe impress of one
joyous hite. j'iane saw tlii- perfectly well. The rest of (ho
world wa< coiripletely deceived hy the amenities that passoil
hetweeli the two dear friends.

^

The Trinccss waited: and as soon as she saw the question
rise to her friends lips, she said. "Well, d.^ar: I owe a groat,
complete, and houndless happiness to von."'

''What do you mean !'"

'"Do you remendier our ruminations three months ago,
as we sri out in the garden on the bench under tlie jessamine
in tho .-iin:- Ah ! well : no one can lovo liko a man of genius.
I wr)uld willingly say of my gnat Daniel dWrthez as
rathorino d(>' :\Icdici ,^aid of the Duko of Alva, 'One Palmon'.?
head is worth all tho frogs' heads in tho world.' "

"I am not at ail surprised that you do not come to me,"
said Mmo. d"Kspard.

'•rromiso me, my angel, if ho goos to see you, not to say
;i word of m(\"' continued the I'rincess. as she took the Mar-
quise's hand. "I am happy—oh ! happy beyond words—and
yon know how far an epigram or a jc;-t niav go in society.
A word can be fatal : -^ome people can put so much poi.son ina
word. If you only kni'W how I have wished <luring the past
W(>ek that you too miizht find such a passionate love I And.
indeed, it is sweet: it is a glorious triumph for us women if

we may finish our lives as women thus, with an ardent, pure,
complete, whole-hearted, and devoted loV(> to soothe us at last

after so long a quest."

•'Why ask me to !)e true to my best I'riend .=" .said Mme.
il'Kspard. "Can you think me capable of ])lavin^' you a yile
trick?"

'A\'hen a woman posses^e< such a tn^isure, it is so natural
to fear to lose it. that th,' thought of fear occurs to her at
once. I am absurd. Forgive me. dear."
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A fow moments later, tlie Manjiiisc took leave.

"Wliat a eharacter she will </wc incl" tlinuL'ht the Prin-

ce-- as she watehed her departure. '"But 1 will save her the

trniilile of teariiiL."- Daniel away; I will send him to her at

(illri'."

l>aniel rame in a few minutes afterwards. In the middle

ef an interest inj: ronversation the I'rinee.-s suddenly inter-

rui'ied him. laying her heantiful liand on hi.s arm.

•Fiir;.dve me, my friend, hut I nni^dit foriref to mention
Mmieihiiig: it seems a silly trifle, yet it is a matter of the

utmost importanee. You have not .-^et foot in Mine. d'Kspard'.s

house sinee that day—a tiiousand times hiessed I—when I

HI' t you for the first time. Oo to her; not out of politeness,

i'lit for my sake. Perluqis she may he offended with me; .she

luav possihly have chaneed to hear that you have pearcely

!• ft my house, so to spe;d<, >inee her ilinner-partv. .\nd be-

sid( s. my friend, I should not like you to jrive up vnur con-

iHM'tions and soeiety, nor your work and oeeupations. T should
he niorc outrageously slandered than ever. What would they
not say of ine?—'That I aui holding you in a lea.-h, that 1

am monopolizing you, that 1 am afraid of comparisons,

that I want to he talked ahout even now, and T am taking
gdoil care to keep my efmquest, for T know that it will

he the last'—and so on and so on. Who could guess that vou
:ire my one and only friend? If you love me as vou tell me
yii!) do. you will makv. people believe that we are to each
ether as a brother and sister and nothing more.—(^lo on."

There was an inefTal)le sweetness in the way in whieh this

eliarming woman arranged her robes so as to fall graeefully;
it always schooled d'Arthez into olx'dienee. A vague, subtle

!• iiiement in her discourse touched him evi-n to tears. Other
weiiien might haggle and dispute the wav ineh bv inch, in

!-e,fa-ronverse : the Princess rose at once iihove all ignoble and
'ulgar bargainings to a height of greatness unknown before.
'^'iie h:if| T10 ne(-d to utter a word, thev understood their union
U'l'ly. It should 1)0 when tli(>y willed it upon either side;
t'tiere was no yesterday, to-day, or to-morrow for them; there
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s-Imiild Im' iitiiir 111' the intiTniiiialilc lioisllu^' of tlio pennon
i-{\U'i\ '•.-acrilicc" l.\- onliM.irv wniiicii, doiiliilc-^s In cause (hev
know hnw iiiiicli llicy aiv (criain to In-,', while a wnman who
]iii> CM rvthin- In -aiii knnu> ihal tlic fotival will he Iht
(lay of tiiunijiji.

DiaiicV Words had hccii va.iriic a< a jirumisc. swccl as hojic.

and hindiiiL:. ncvcrihclc.-.-. as a plcd-c. Let it he admitted
at niicc, ihc cwdy wuiiicn who can ri^c thus hiudi arc iilii.-tricii-

and .Mijircnic (hveiNcrs like Iliaiie; iliry arc (|uccns still when
other Wdineii lind a hird and master. I'.y iIih timi> dWrthe/
liad learned to measure the di>taricc that separates these few
'nun the many. The j'riiuo-. wa< alway> heaiitiful, never
wantin,:,' to herself. Perhaps tlie secret lies in the art with
which a ,i:reat lady can lay veil after veil aside, till in this
position she stands like an antifpic statue. To retain a siiiLrle

shred wniild he indecent. The iMUire-eoise 'ilwavs tries \<<

clothe hcr.-clf.

Broken to the yoke hy tenderness, and scfained hv the
nohlest virtues, dWrtiic/; ohediciitly went to :\Iriu' d"K>pard"s.
On him slie e.xerted her nin.-t charniin.i: co(iuetrv. She was
very careful not to mention the i'rini'c^s' natne'; she merelv
asked him to dine with Ikt at an earlv date.

On that day (rArthez found a lar-e party invited to meet
him. The :Marfpiise had asked Kasti-nae. Blonilct. tlie Mar-
quis d'Ajuda-Pinto, :Ma\inie dc Traill(>s. the Manpiis
dT-:s<jrignon, the two \andenossps. du Tillet (one of the
richest I)ankers in I'aris). the Haroii do Xucinp-n. Xathan,
Lady Dudley, one or two of the wiliest attaches from the em-
bassy, and the ('h.evalier d'Kvpard. The Clievalier, be it

said, was one of the most astute per.sona.u'es in the room, and
eoi.nteil for a irood lialf in the schemes of his sister-in-law.

^fa.xime de Trailles turned to dWrthe/:.

"You set> a -rood deal ni the Prineesse dc Cadiirnan, don"!
you?" he asked, with a lauirh.

DWrthez replied wiiJi a stiff inclination of the head.
Ma.xime de Trailles was a bravo of a superior order: he feared
..either God nor man; be shrank from n.ithinpr. Women had
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l,-\ri] hiin, Iio hail niiiicil tlici ., and iiiiuli' tlicm [)lc(lLr'' tlicir

iliiiiiioiids to pay his dcljts: lnit liis sh(ii'tc()iiiin;.fs wcvr {mivitimI

I', :i lirilliaiit veneer. l>y ehariiiiiiL: iiiamiei',-, ami a dialmlii-al

iir\irness. l'",\('r\ lioily lVarc(l him. csei-v lindv despised liiin;

iiii! iiiilmdy was IidM ciniiij.di In trcai him with anytliiiiLT short

I'Trxtreme eivility. Jfe roiild see iiotliin^ uf all this, or po.s-

siiily ho lent hiiiiseU' to tin- irencral di.-.-iniuIatioii. 1 )e Mar-
-..\ had ]ie1[)ed liim lo reach tiie hiulic-t elevation tliat lie

(nii!d attai.i. De Marsay. havini;' known Ma\ime from of

<i'!. jndLred him eapahle of fnlfilliiii: eertain diploinatie

functions in the secret service of wliieh ^raxime liad. in fact,

.''luitted himself to aiimiration. DWrlhez had heen mixed
Hi' in jiolitieal alfairs for i^ome time pa-t : he knew emaiirh

if the man to fatliom his character; ami h.' alone, it may
1>". was siillieiently hi^di minded to say aloud what others

l!inii:;ht.

"It is for her, no tout, dat you nekleet de Chaiinper," put
in the Baron de Xueinfjen.

"All I a man could not set foot in the house of a more
(li.i.'crous woman." the Manpiis dT'l-irrifrnon exclainied.

Icwcrinrr his voice. "My disirraeefu! niarriaire is entir.jy
'<•••' iiiir to her."

'l»an;:erous!'" repeated ]\fnie. (FF-i.ard. '-You must not
-;iy such thinjis of my host friend. .VnythiiiL^ that I have
'•.' r heard or se<Mi of the i'rinees'; seemed to me to be

jacmpted by the hijihost motives."

'i'ray, let the .Marijuis say his sav." said I?a-tiLMiao.

"Ulicn a man lias l)e( thrown hv a mettled li<ir<e, he will

pi' k faults in the animal and sell it."

'i'he ^larquis d"Esi:rijinon was nettled hy the speech. He
l;:.'ik.'d across at Daniel dWrthez.
"Monsieur is not on -luli terms with the Prince--s that wo

nni\ not speak of her. 1 hope?"
l''.\rthez was silent; and dM'^jrrijinon, who did not lack

"-, r''torted to Uasii^Miac with an apohj^i tic portrait of
Mine, de Caili^nan. His >k tch set the tahie m Lrood-liutnor;
".' ii- dWrtliez was ahsolutelv in the dark, he iieiit over to

Mine, de Montcornot and asked her to e\nl.:nn the ioke.
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''Well, jtul;:itii: hy tlic irnoi! opiiiinn tli;it \i>n linvc nf t!io

Princess, you arc an cxccptidii ; Imt all the other tniests, it

woulil sociii. have liccii in lur ;:oo(l <rrar(>s,"

"1 can assure you tliat that view is totallv false." returned
Daniel.

"Yet here is ^r. <l"KsLrri^rnon. of :. nol,h' f'erehe faiiiilv,

who wa> utterly ruine,] for l;e,- twelve vears a^ro, and all but
went to the scaffold besides."'

"I know about it." said d'Arthez. "Mmo. do Cadifrnan
rescued M. d'Ksj.TiuMion frnm the Assize Court, and this is

how he shows his ^^alitudo to-dav."

]\Irne. dc Montcornet stared at d'Arthez; she lookeil almost
flazed with astonishment and curiosity. Then she jrlanced at

Mnie. (KK-pard. as who should say. "Ife is bewitched!"
Durin? this >hort conversation ^[Mle. dTspard had de-

fended her friend: i)ut her d -fence, after the manner of a
liphtnini: conductor, had drawn down the temiiest. Wh.n
d'Arthez irave his attention to the L'eiieral eonversation. Max-
ime de Trailjes brouLiht out Ids epi<:ram.

"In Diane's case, depravity is not the elTect but the cause;
perhaps lur cxcpiislte natur:ilne:-s is due to this; she does not
try after studied ctrects ; slie invents ncthinjr. She brinL^>
you out the nio>t subtle refinements as tb" sudden inspira-

tion of the most artless love; and you cannot help believinj:
her too."

The phrase mit:ht hav(> 1 n prepared for a man of <!' \i-

thez's calibre; it came out with such effect that it was like a

conclusion. Xobody said any more of the Princess: sb.e

seemed to I)e disjmsed of. Rut d'.Vrthez looked first at de
Trailles and then at d'l';si:riL.'non. with a sarcastic expres-
sion.

"She took a leaf out of a man's book, that has been her
i!reate<t mi-take." be -aid. '-[.ike a man. she s<]uanders mar-
riage jewels, she sends her lovers to the money-lenders, she
ruins oridiaii-^. sli.' dev,.iir- duurie-. -m.> melts doAvn old cha-
teaux, she inspires crimes—and perhaps commits them her-
self—but "
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\rvt r in their lives had cither of thi' two i)ersi)naj.'es ad-

h' -e(| heard ]allj:ua;:e M) llllleh Id the |Uir[)(i-e. When d'Ar
i;^ / eallie to a [laU-e on that hlll. the whole talile Ua> dlllll-

mdeil ; the spertator^ sat, fork in hand, lookiiii; from th'

n j'ld man o| hitiT- to tlic I'ri treaeherous etiemi

Tiirre ua> an awful paii.-e; the_v waited to ^r what woul
IIM' next.

lliif. piir-iied d'Arthez, with satirical f1ip[ianev, "Mnic
< adiu'naii ha> this one advantai:e ovr men. If a IV oil'

I'-k- himself for her, she comes to \\ le re-;cne. ami sa\'s no
any man afterwards. Whv -h-uild not (tie woman.

.•iiMMti;: so nianv. aniu-e her-tdf

'.'.eiii-n
. \VI IV

will

f;

I men. a- men plav with
lould not thi fair sex take a turn at that

L'aiii iroin tune to time

'ilenins IS more than a ma trh f. r cleverness. aid Blondet,

a-i.iri ~,-nu XatI lan.

And, indeed, dWrthcz"? avalanche of cpJLM-ams was like a

from a l)atterv to a di.scharire of mii> <etrv, Thcv
ned to ciianp' the siiiijert. Xeitlier tlie f'omte de Trailles

.\rar(piis d"Es(.Ti;.'non felt disj)osed to trv conclusion?

'.\rthez. When cofTec wa« served, Blondet and Xathan
vriit over to him with an alacrity which no one eared to imi-
t!t>'. so ditVienlt was it to reconcile admiration of his behavior

; •: till

^vit!) (

Wi'll the fear of makini: two powerful eneniK.'

\Ve knew before to-dav that vour character IS as preat as
vmir talent," .said Blondet. on bore vonrse 'f just

r it like a man. but rather as a irod. Xot to ho carried a

now
way

iv one fe elinfrs or imasrination, not to blunder into taki

iin arms in the defence of the w^

np
>man one loves (as people

ip'cted you to do), a blunder winch would have meant a tri-

for t lese peo]) le, for thev are consumed with joalous',

lebrated men of letters—all ! permit me to sav that this is

-lipri'iiie In iirht of statecraft

•V 111 are a statesiuan. dded

n priva te life

athan. 'It IS as Clever

difllcult to aven>:e a woman without dcfendinsr her.

I'iie I'rincess is o.ie of the heroi

.\rthez returned coolh

nes of the I.erritiniist

^urelv it ks the duty of

-i
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CVfTV frrntlrlll.lll til (llMllipioll licT otl IllOSf proiiiid.-? FIfT
HiTvic(>s to till' (Mii-c w.MiM cvc'usc tlio iiiost ri'(l<I('-> lifo."

"IFc will not >li(i\v his liiiiid." smM Xnllian to Rloridot.

".rust iis if till' Prinii'^s wen- wf.rth the trouMi'," aiMi'i]

Fia-tiiriiaf, as lif jniiii'ij the prmip.

D'Arllii--^ wi'iit to tho I'rinri'ss. Sho was waiting for him
in an airony of amii'ty. Slif hail aiitliori^cfl an t'xpcriniint

whiih nii;,'lit [iruvi' fatal. I''nr th(> flr~t tinii' in Iht lifr ^li-

siiircrnj at hi'arf, ami a perspiration hroko out over In r

Othrrs woiilil t,']] il'Arthi'Z tin" truth. ?he hail tohl him lio^;

if hi' >hoMlil hi'lirve the truth, shr iliil not know what -!i,

shoulil ilo: fur a rharactiT so nohli', a man so ronipli'te, a smii
so ],iiri'. a I'linMicnco so in^rcnuous. liaii never passeil throu::!:

her lianil< hefur,.. It was heeau.-e she lnn,<:e(l to know a piitv

love tliat she hail woven such a tissue of cruel lies. Slio fi I:

that poi;:nant love in her heart, slie lovoil ilWrthez. and -!:"

wa< comleinned to deceive him. for him slic nuist alwavs !»

.Ill' suhlime actress who had played this conipdy for his hcmfir
She heard dWrthex's step in the dinitiir-rooni with a i;rr;.t

airitation: a shock i|iiiver"d throu^di the verv sprin-''? of ex-

istence. Then >lii' knew that her happiness was at stake; >]'.'

had never tVlt -luh emotion heforc vet Icrs Ic;,' hoon a nm-!
adveiiiuroiis life I'nr a woman of her rank. '"I'ith eves pazir::

into space, she saw dWrtlie/. in one cm. ^ilote vision, spa'

through the outward form into his inino^i soul. Suspicion
had not so muili as hr'shcd him with her l>at"s winir! Tli •

reaelion sei in .-ifter the lerriMe throes of fear, ami joy alnin-t

overcame I^iane; for every creature is stmnjier to Ixmr pain

than to stand th(> extreme of ha])piness.

"Daniel I" she cried, ri-ini: to her feet and holdinir out her

arms. "I have hecn slandered, and you have avciiired me."
Daniel was utterly astounded liy the words, for tho roots of

them lay far down out of his si^^dit. He felt two bcantifn'

hands clasp his face, and the Princes.^ kissed him reverenilv

on the forehead.

"IIow did vou know? "
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•i)ii, iriu>tn(iiis .-iiiiplctdii ! (Id you imt mt th.it 1 luvc vou

I- ,r:i\

Ml lliiit <lii\' tlicri' w.is DO iiior

( .p!i^;ii.iii or (if ir.\rthcz. 'I'lic I'r

'(' (|n('si ion of tiu' r rmcrssp

IM'C ;i- iiico itihcr ted

' r jiri'|irii y from iirr ihoiInt ; >lii' -prinN Iht >iii inner- with
-!'':it iiiiin of lciier> in ;i \illa ;il (l>ni'\;i. ivtiirniiiu' to

' - fur ;i fi'W iii.iiith> (liinni: the v.iiitcr. D'Artliez only
- Ilini-rlf ;it illr (

'llilin tier. WIlMl i- -till Iiioi'i' si'Mllli-

:. Ill' \c'ry r;irely piiMi-lic- ;itptliiii'.'.

I- liii- the ealM-trophe of the ,-tor\ ? Vr-, for tho-(> that

:n iim ler.-t.ii.l, l)Ut not for people wlio inu.-t have evervtl nil'''

l\i:iUKs, Junf, IW.i.





THE MIDDLE CLASSES

TRANSLATED BV

GEORGE W. POWERS



iii

llti

CorYRHinT, 1900,

Bv TUOMAS Y. CROWKLL & CO.



//^/,.//r.) , ^Jff//i/lOt,-> . >//r /ffij/l/f"/ A>,



II i ^



'NTRODUCTION *

|/>r,s- Pctits ii,ju.-:;r,ns wa^; left uiilinisluHl hv R;il/.,i<' aii'l ap-

|,.,,nH! posthuiiinusly in Lc I'aijs, July •.'li-O.lobur -Jn. is:.!.

|: was issued in two i)art.—-Les Vr\\\< I'-nirpMus" and "Ia's

|.,r,.,.,n„"_in lS5(i and Isr.T rrsprciivdv. dividrd into

lurntv-sown and twrnty-!i\T chaptriv. >nu'- .u\^\>ri-<>v>\. It

.r.l.Ti'd the "Strnes di' la Vic l'ari>i.MUu " (-nly m ill.' drfim-

;i\,. .-ditio'^. It is supiioMMl to haw Ikuii tliu>li'Ml by CliarU-s

!;,i!H,u, whom Balzac (ho^c as the cmuituwitur ,.( -I.c Depute

.i'Arcis"; but this author's nauiu did not ajipcai' on the tnle-

j, :c of the first edition mentioned above, as it did in the ease

,,1 '-Lc Depute," and it seems to be clear from T.alziic's eonv-

.pundenee that the novel was far advanced or almo.-i cun-

plcted. See further on this point the body of the juv.-eut

IninMluetion. Thuillier. CoUeville. Minard, I'helUon. Du-

toc,,. Floury, (Kjdard, Laudigeois, <lu Bruel, I'.audovcr,

Saillard, Kabourdin—are all names that recall *'Le> Km-

plovcs,"'and most of them are not seen outside these two

l...oks. Barbel reealls '-Illusions rerdues" (see also '-ru

Homme d' Affaires" and '-UEnvers de niistoire fniitem-

r,..raine"'). Cerizet was prominent in '-Illusions Perdues (see

also "Splendeurs et Miseres" and "Un Homme dWlfaires-).

Clapanm has just been encountered in -Cesar Birotteau.""

(..rentin is familiar from "Splendeurs et :M lucres"—see

' I.s Chmums-' and "Tne TOnebreusc Affaire" for his earlier

adventures. Charles Croehard su-r,crepts '-Fne I)oul)le

i'unille." Desroehes, C.odesehal, Pierre Grassou, Lousteau,

• Copyright, 1900 by Thomas Y. Urowell & Company.

(is) Jr-.l YyVl'I\OT«l VVI'T
rOi, ^jxrl
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tlic pDircts, and du Tillet iifid no cominoiit.-. ]/,\ Poyrmlo,

Lydic, aiul Katt recall "Spk'iulcuiv vi Mi<t'res." .Metivi.r

wa.s iiR'iitiuiU'd in 'Illusions IN'rdncs" (see al.-o '"Lc.^ F.ni-

ployrs" and "L'Knvors dc I'llistoirc C'ontcinporainc""). 1 ur

Mini'. Ciillcvillc see "Los Kni|iloyi's'" ami "i-a Cini.-inc Hciif";

for \iiut, ' Pierrette'" ; for his son Olivier, "Le Deputi;

d'Arcis." I'icot the astronomer. La Mere Cardinal, the Ki'liv

]'helli(»n>, Ahhe (iondiin. and some other charaeters play rM

prirts 'Isewliere. Allle. Thuillier and si>m(> of the other women

are merely mentioned or ijriefly deserilK'd in '"Les Employe>.""

but are made no further use of.]

"Ives Pelits Rour;:eois'' is one of Balzac's least known

novels, and, as M. ile Lovenjoul has remarked, it is too little

known. This faet is probably due m the main tit the uncvr-

tainty with rvfrard to the share in its composition to be at-

tributed to Charles Rabou. We must therefore di.-eiiss this

ob,<eure matter before attemptiiii: to criticise the novel.

Balzac makes frequent mi ntion in his corre.-pondence of a

story to be entitled "Les Petits Bour^ieois <!e Paris," or mure

pimp!, "Les Petits Bourgeois.'' In February. IsJl. ho i<

looking for a printer to set it up (roinjio^cr). lie is di —

pusted with the chatter of Paris with regard to his work, and

will take his vengeance by writing, in A^'s Dilmls, his "Petits

Bourgeois," from which hi' expects to get twenty thousand

francs that will help him greatly to pay otf hi~ delits. l"')r

some days his efTorts are without avail, although the printer

is enchanted with the title and wishes to buy the story. .V

few days later he announces that he has until 'March "/iO t'>

correct and complete "I,es Petits Puturgeois" and to do two

other pieces of work. In view of tlie length of tb.e novel it

seems almost impossible even for the saniruine Balzac to

have written thus unless a very considerable portion of Ids

labor had been accomplished. On Peltruary „".) he writes: "I
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u. lit to get the proofs of all that I have done on Lr.^ Pelits

i;..nr<]('ui.<." Shortly after wo U-arn that "Modeste Migiioii"

v.iil 1h' >ul)>^litutt(l in the Drlmls for "Les Petits Bourgeois,'"

.,]i'l ihat. a> it i.- iisclc.-^ ti) Kmvo a number of works tied up

••;;i ilic feuilleton^. he is going to set the novel :'4de for

;i v>!iili'. Hut tile Pibttis has announeed it, and as i.e writes

;,. Mine, llanska. the slorv is there on his desk. She knows in

\\ii--.' iianie the work has hccn done; ho dares not touch it.

•'I" :< iiiniintain of pi-nnf^." he eontinuos. "horrifio:-. me. and

1 make my eseapc In the hanks of the Neva where there are

'.., /'. //7.S- lloti-r;/,;,!.-: . .
." These sentences surely bear

,,i:; ii:r iiit'ereiiee drawn al)i)ve th;^* the story was well ad-

\;iii' id in 1^1!.

\.iirlv a y(ar later the novel is still to be finished; another

., ,ir and it is ,-till before him. counted among his sure assets.

Ii 1- fiv.|iuiitly menlioned. imt the "Poor Relations" and

Mi in !• works seem to ])U^ll it to one side in spite oi the fact

ti: Ii tlie railway stocks he has been investing in have fallen

,i:!va;iv. Still l)^4ti will be a great year for him if "I>»s Pay-

s i!--"" and "TiCs Petits Bourgeois" are published rouii sur coup

a'aA lie has tlie good fortune to do them well. It will be

reniemijered that the second part of "Les Paysans" did not

a; ;"ar until lS."^i.-); the novel was. however, finished, and by

i;ai ir. Was this tlie case with "Le3 Petits Bourgeois"?

M. Lovenjoul, in the tiiird edition of his famous book, seems

'< iM\e no detlnite information to give with regard to Habou's

eMlahoratinii. Hr> notes, as we have seen above, that no an-

laMinefinent (if this collaboration was made when the novel

v.a- i-iied in hook form, although such an announcement

u i- niade in the case of the "Depute d'Avcis." lie believes

II;

a'i

th

i.'A

ai lea>t "ix^s Petits Bourgwis" was in a much more

inecd staire of completion :han the other novel. With

.'j)iiii(Mi It is easy t.> agree in view of the extracts that

• ju.-t been made from the correspondence. It has been

(Vol. XXVIU)
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iir<;f'(], to ho suro. that r.alz;ic u , the linhit of treating

as practicaily fini.-hcu ImidIcs liia ..I'i hardly been boj^'un

—

R'C the Introductinii to "I'i'tc (luriot"— Imt it u\u>i ho. ohs^iTscd

that in thc^c ca.-rs he dncs not sprak of a inouiitain of proof-

sht'ct.s lyiiisr un his desk. We know fiirlhcrnioro that he did

not ri'^nird his work a;* done until the ])roof-she('ts had passi'd

tlirou;.di his hands an ineredil)!e miiidier of times. Is it un-

reasonalih'. ihi !i, to eonelude that when he wrote about finish-

infj the no\eI lie merely meant <ri\ inir it a tiiial form?

Such a (jUC'Stion cannot well he answered eateirorically. and

should not he answered even tentatively until we have exam-

ined tlie internal evidence ofTered hy the hijok itself, which

will doubtless seem weighty to some critics and of slight vahie

to others. Yet, after all, ought any student of Balzac to fail

to recognize the master's hand in the first half of the novel,

or indeed throughout ? Who else could have so handled

Thuillier, and Brigitte. and I'hellion, and Cerizet? Who el~''

could have so described the (dd jnaid's hurrying others up and

getting late herself, or have given us the masterly scene in

which La I'eyrade persuades Celeste to appear to favor their

nuirriage? Who else could have given us Phellion's

encounter with Brigitte in the interest of his son Felix? And

is not Felix's apparetit conversion to Christianity strictly in

line with what we should expect from Jialzac, and are not the

maiueuvrcs of Conntin. whctln-r or not we care for such

things, what we sliotdd expect from the author of "Ferragus"

ami ".Splendeurs et Mist'res"? Even in the matter of verbal

style it is (iillicult, at lca>t for a foreigner, to detect Kabou'.s

cooperation. There are indi'cd short paragraphs that one

suspects Bab.ac would have amplified ; yet these may

represent his own first draft rather than the work of a col-

laborator. And to the very close of the long book there are

passages that seemingly show the master's touch. It is a

matter about which we cannot afford to be dogmatic, nor dc

iVoi. XXVIU';
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wf need to deny Kabou's revision of a novel whieh we never-

l!;r!i>ss may feel warranted in regarding as essenlially belong-

ii:;,' to Balzac.

r.ut is it good enough to make it worth his admirers" while

iM 1 hum it for liim? To tiiis cuieslioii only one answer can

li ' triven here. "Les IVtits Bourgeois"' is a good enough novel

In t.f ( laimed, and eagerly, for any novi'!i>t. It docs not move

on a high enough plane or sutlieic ,aly impress our inuigina-

tin!i> to warrant our reganling it as eipial to any of the books

«v have hitherto treated as Balzac's supreme masterpieces;

I'ut its plot is so interesting and elaborate and many of its

r 'i.irai ters and scenes are po admirably handled that, like "Lea

i'liysans," it must, seemingly, be given a very high rank in

tii" ••Comedy." Its lengtli, which it shares with most of the

lal.r written books, ought not to militate against it with Eng-

lish ri'uders accustomed to the long novels of fifty years ago,

:iiii] this moreover gives a not unwelcome proof that the mas-

t. r was capable of doing an amount of elaborate, interesting,

v.iH-knit work that indicates an almost unparalleled fe-

(Uii'iity of genius.

With regard to the management of some of the characters

thi-re can hardly be two opinions, 'riuiillier. the ex-employe.

i:\i-yv to escape from citniii, his domineering sister, one of

I'.il'ac's best oM maids, liis yielding wife, make a bourgeois

faniily worthy of the author of "Cesa- Birotteau"' and '-Pier-

n ;;i'." Phellion, though .something of a caricature and a little

siiL'gestive of Goldsmith's immortal Dr. Primrose, is well con-

fiiv.i], and so are the Mint:rds and the ineonseYpiential CoUe-

\i''!i's. Felix Phellion and Celeste are lovers whose passion

il'iis not enthrall us, but the intrinies of La Peyrade and

('*T!zet are sufficiently compensating. The former is Balzac's

T;irtufTe just as Goriot is his Lear, and in l.'oth cases the

T!i i>iem writer has displayed marked originality of conception.

As for Cerizet, he is a much more interetting personage than

<Vol. XXVUI)
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he was in "lUugions PenliK's," ami now ranks among the

best drawn of Balzac's shady charatti'is. There are few

Bcenos in the "Comedy" iiiure inlrre.-iiii^^ than that in wliich

Cerizc't and la Mere Cardinal fcareh t'ur 'I'oupillier's lrea.-uri',

and one is inclined to tliink that the ex-jjrintiT's hoy coidd

hold Ins own witli Fraisier of "Cousin I'oiis." even if he can-

not with the re<loid)tnhle Coreiitui. A> to this reinarkal)li;

police spy opinions may, of course, diller. I'rofussor Wells.

for example, finds him iinpossiliie. and it must he confesseii

that the way he continually ija]k> La IVyrade suK^'ests a little

too strongly the extravagances we pardoned in "Ferrap,u^."

But when Professor Wells asserts that La Peyrado's unfitness

to be Corentin's successor would Ije obvious to any child, we

fear that he has gone beyond the i)ounds of fair criticism. La

Peyrade had already shown remarkable ijigenuity, both in

weaving and in escaping from intrigues, and surely Corentiii

had reason to believe that the Proven(,al had had much of his

hypocrisy and self-assurance driven out of iiim. After all it

is unsafe to critichse the greatest modern student of human

nature in his management of his characters.

Space is wanting for detailed comments. It must be re-

marked, however, that this novel, like "Albert Savarus," helps

to eke out the "Scenes of Political Life," and that it also gives

ns fresh glimpses of the world of the journali>ts as well as

of tr.at of the usurers. .Vs a study of the home life of the

bourgeoisie it probably yields to no other story of the

"Comedy," and in the matter of well-knit intrigue it is prob-

aidy surpassed only by the "Splcndeurs et Miseres"' and ''Uno

Tenebreuse .Affaire." It is distinctly optimistic in that its

plotters fail, but it certainly lacks attractive characters. It

is not especially memorable for its analysis and its descriptions

—Balzac toward the last becoming more dramatic in his work

—but it is needless to say that it contains striking pages that

only ho could have written. The curious will notice that the

CVoi. X^-YIIl)
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,\i»rin,cnl upon the uiifonuiiaic Lydie, who by the way is

u, ;i |iiuscntL'(l. R'eall> that atti'iiiptt-d in "Adieu." Persons

(le that, whilf thi;
.aivful in thfir reading' will probaiily i-oiulude

I .iieville family and ihc Counters de Ciodollo may not bo

.iiiiiiictlKT proper company for younir pori^ons trained accord-

iiiLT to .\n<rlo-Sa.\on ideas, the novel as a whole is remarkably

• .. .. frnni what may bo ealled the perva<ling blei-ii>h of French

;;i tion.

\V. 1'. TUENT.

(Vol. xxnu)
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To Constance- Vvtoirc.

This, inadame, is (me of tliosu w..rk^< which iomk- into an author'H

„,,,„1. hf knows nut whence, an. 1 allnnls him (ilcusnr.' before he can

.-tiiiiate how it will he weh-oiued l.y tlie piil-lic. tlie supreme jml^'e

,,l' t!..' .lay. i'Velint; assured of your indulirt'ni'e with my infatua-

ti,,n, to you I dedicate this book: is it not ri-ht tliat it nh(mld be

y,,;ir- us in other ilayn titiies belontred to the church, in memory of

(i,„l who makes all things ^,'row,all ripen, both in the lields and in

,;iir intellects?

>...ne lumps of flay, left by Moliere at the base of the colossal

vtutiie of Tartutfe, have heen moulded by a hand more audacious

than -kilful . Imt, at whatever distance I may be beneath the jjreatest

.,f Immorists, 1 t^hall be satisfied to luive utilized these little pieces

withered from before the curtain of his sta^'e to show up the modern

t,-.!M,crite at work. What most »'ncoura>,'ed me in this dillicult

iiiplcrtakin-,' was finding' it nncoimectt'd with any reli^;ious (luestion,

«!iirh for you, so pious, I must necessarily avoid, aside from what

a L'r.at writer calls the general indifftrcnec to nUgium vwtlerH.

y the double meaning; of your names be a [.mphcy of tlie

i k: Be pleased to regard this as a respectful recognition by one

u!,., ventures to call himself the most devoted of your servants.

I)K 13.\LZAC.

(1)
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PART I.

ly

The turnstilo Siiint-.r(>)UK of uliich a di'scription iJocniod tin-

ncccssarv at the tiiiu- nf tlic (oiniiicncfiiiciit nf ihr SiiKJv rn-

tillfi! "A I)(iiililr Family,"" is a primitive rrlic nt' old I'lin-

lie I(in;_'cr ill cM^- •iici' hut. in that story. 'I'lif erection of the

Hotel (Ic \ille, as it stands tu-day, has cleared out tlie wliole

(jiiarler.

In \s:',i> j)assers-l)y eonld still see the turnstile painted on

the si^ni of a wine-dealer, hut tliat house, its la,-t sanctuary,

has sinci' hcni torn down. Alas! old Paris is vanishing with

fri;:litful rapidity. Here and there, in the.se works, there will

ninain some typical Iion-e of the Middle Ages, like that dt

-

serihed at the opening of tlie '•('at atul Haeket." One or two

such spfcimeiis si ill i'\i>i : for iii-Ianci'. the house occupied hv

Judge Popinot. Hue dii I'ouarre, is an example of old lioiir-

gooisc dwellings. Here, tlu! remains (d' the Fulheri house;

there, the old ha.-iii of the Seine during the reign of Charles

IX. Why does not some historian of French society, like a

new "Old .Mortality."' search out tlie>e singular records of the

jiast as the <dd man of Walter Scott repaired the tomb-

stones? Certainly, for nearly ten years, the protests of liter-a-

ture have not het'ii superfluous ; art is t)eginning to hide with

its flowers the li'leous fronts of the trading-uuirts in Paris,

which one of our writers has jocosely compared to cDtmnodex.

It may he remarked here that the creation of a municipal

comnussion drl uniiinirjilu which su[)ervises, in Milan, the

architecture of the strei't-fronis. and which compels everv

pntprietor to submit his plans thereto, dates from the twelftli

century. Now who can have failed to note in that pretty

capital the effects of patriotism for their town alike in the

middle-cla>s and the nobles, and to adu'.ire building.s noted

for their character and originality!-'

The startling and hideous spirit of speculation which, year

after year, crowds a suite of rooms into the space of a salon.
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\\.i::iii>J war to the (loulli aj^'ainst tin- citv ganlcii'^, mu?t in-

i\ii;il.lv iiithu'iicc tlu' niaiintT.-J of I'arisians. Uffnn^ lori;^ wo

II III' ((iiiipt'llfd to live (.lit (if our houses inon than in

'I'lic sa: tity of private life, the lilicrty of the lioiuf,

•re call it hi' fuuml? It rc(i'.iins an incoiiit' of lifty thuu-

fraiics to support them. Indcrd even f<\v iiiillionairt\s

I" niiil thi'MiH'lvrs the luxury of a little mansion, protected

i.-. .1 cnll

.-li;i

tht 111

'.iiiil

rtvanl from tln' street, and s!i. Itered from the pryii

if the pulili hv the jeafv shade of a I'ardeii.

I'.v levelin,!,' all fortunes, tln' CiMle whi -h retaliates the suc-

r. "lulls, or !ej:aeie>, has ])roduced tliose stuccoed iijialan-

M-ries in which Iodide thirty families, hrini,'inj,' in one iiun-

i!im1 thousand francs a year. Thus, in tifty yi'ars we shall

1.. altle to count the houses reseinhlin>^ that occupied hy the

Tliiiillier family at tlu- time we i)e<fin this story: really a

riirii'.i- house and well deserving of a detailed description, if

I iilv for tlie jiurpose of comparinj^ the middle-cla.-s lives of

Mill! r days with those of our own time.

'i'he situation and appearance of the house, the frame to

11:1- picture iif manners, has the imprint, the aroma, of the

1. wrr middle-class life, which may attract or n-pulse atlcn-

I' III aceordinj^ to one's inclination.

ill tile first place, the Maison Thuillier did not helonf*

t'. litlier M. or Mine., hnt to Mademoiselle Thuillier, the

''i.-t >ister of M. Thuillier.

This house, jiurchased hy Mile. -leanne-Urifritte Thuillier.

>iii!i--tcr, in the iirst si.\ months folhnvinsj the revolution of

i>>Mo, is situated near the middle of the Hue Saint-Domi-

'i'lue-irEnfer, to the rijrlit on entering hy the Hue d'Knfer.

T': :- the house occupied hy M. Thuillier has a southern ex-

j-'-nre.

The progressive movement of the I'arisian populace toward
''' higher ground on the right hank of the river .Seine, de-

nning the left hank, had for a long time prevented the sale

"f i'l-uprrties in the Latin quarter, so-called, which, for vari-

' ' iva-ons, which will he deduced from the character and

its of M. Thuillier, detennined his sister to purchase ai .it; i
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frf'clif)](l. This niic hlu' \uis alilr in liiiy fur tho morolv

ii'iminnl [THt' of furty-^ix tlioii.-aini fratio; tin- fixfiircH atul

m forth aiiiouiitcd to six thoiisaml aiMitional, or fiftv-twi

tliousaiid francs in all. A drtailcd dr-iTiptioii of the fstatr,

in flit' .-t\lc 'if ail aihcrti-ciiii'iit. and llif fliangcs tiia<i<' bv

M. 'I'luiilliiT, will fully show the way in wliicli some fortuiif'

WIT" iiiailc in .hdv. l-^.Ki. while ot!icr< lost their all.

On I he si reel till' front was of ^tiicco niasonry. weather

hiateii and raiii-fiirrowed, and ^'rooved iiv the i)lasteriT'> toul

in iinilalion c.f Mucks id' .-loni'. This kind of house-front is so

conuiion in I'aris, and so ii^dy. that the town ought to gi\c

jirizes to owners who are willing: to huild their now facades of

carved stone. This drah wall, [tierced hy seven windows, was

raise'! three storeys, and terminated in a mansard roof covered

with tiles. 'I'he earria;,'e ;:ate. wiih' and stronp, showed in

make and styh' that the part of the hiiildinu' toward the street

had heeii erected diirini,' the i!ni|Mrc, one part of the eourtvard

utilized liavin;; formerly formed part of a very larfje. older

lialtitatio'i, survivinjr from the time when the Enfer <juarter

enjoyed more favor.

On one side was the janit(^r"s lodjre ; on tho other the stairs

went up the front. Two winj^s. adjoining: the neighborins,'

houses, had formerly .>-erved as the stahles, coach-house, kiteli-

ons, and servants' ipiarters; hut, since \x'Mf, tlie.'^e had heeii

converted into warehouses.

The right side was rented hy a wholesale stationer, railed

M. Metivier iiijihrir : the left sidi' hy a hooksollor named
Barbot. I'he otliees of each tradesman were over the ware-

rooms, tho bookseller being on the .second and the stationer

on the third floor of the house on the .-treot. Metivier nrphnr.

more a commission ag(>nt for paper than a merchant: Barbet,

more a bill-broker thar. a ixioksellor, had one of those exten-

sive premises in use for storing job lots of paper bought from

necessitous manufacturers: the other of editions of worl:?

given as pledges for loans.

This shark of the bookselb^rs and this pike of the paper

trade lived on good terms with each other, and their transac-
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ti.iii>, liaving nono »»f tlio biisilc or cnorjfics of retail trud*',

Ir-.u^'lit so few rarriaj,'cs info that lialiitually quiet courtyanl
lit.it ihr janitor was conijK'llcd to wcfj out tlic grass now ami

iM Ix'tui'cn till- pavinfj-stoncs. MM. liarhft andnj liti

;\ K r, wild at •t hilt a minor part in this story, niadf hm
f. u vi>its to their lamliord. and their pronijjtnesri in paying

1 rriil eaiisrd theni U> he (hissed as good tenants; they
v. :v ngarded as verj- honest peoph' in the eyis of the Thuil-

r nnle.

e were two suitis ( if
I'll the third tL)or on the street sid

'•Hi-, one occupied hy M. Diitoet], elerk to a justice of the
I", an ohl, retired government employe, a frcpienter of

'lliuiiliers' salon; the other liv the hero of this st

W iiiii- he eontt'iit for the present, however, to k

story,

now wiiat
:••:' hr [laid— seven liundred francs—and the position he had
i.K'M in the heart of the phicc, three years previoii.s to the
1 1. It.on rising on this dotne.-lie drama.

T!if clerk, a hacludor of fifty, occupied tlie largest of tho
n- -Diles; he had a cook, and paid a rent of one tlu)usand
fr.itics. 'I'wo years after l\er acquisition, Mademoiselle Thuil-
I r ua- getting seven thmisand francs in rent for one house.
I

!

'

l'>rnu r owner had furnished it with outside shutters, had
n-tnrcd the interior, ornamenting it with mirrors, without
•-' ''i'ng HI either letting or selling it: and the Thuilliers,
\'

.'. handsomely lodged, as will be seen, had the enjoyment of
'I.' 'rf the most beautiful gardens in the (piarter, whose trees

s^'i'd liie deserted little street, the Hue Neuve-Sainte^
'.iilierine.

Siiiiated between the courtyard and the garden, that part
"1 ilic hou.se which they occupied seemed to have been built
!' LTiitify tile caprice of some wealthy citizen in the days of
! ;; - XIV., or that if a president of the I'arlenient, or of
•'<: quiet, peace-loving student. There was in the fine cut
si'ti , weather-beaten hy time, a certain J.,ouis Quatorzieme
gr:in,jeur (if this barbarism may be permitted) ; the paneling
)!i r-d brick recalled the stable at Versailles; the arched
\uii(l,)W.- were ornamented with grotesque figures on the key-
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stone and under the sill ; the door, with gmall squares of glasr;

in the upper part, through which the garden ( ould be sein,

was of the unpretending style often used in the porters' lodges

of royal abotks. This lodge had five windows, and was of two

storeys ab.»vr tl'e lirst floor, being prettily capped with a four-

gabled roof, ending in a weathercock, pierced by handsoiuc.

large chimneys and oval windows. Perhaps this structure

was built from the renuiins of s.)nie great mansion; but, after

studying the plans of old Paris, 1 have been unable to lind

anything to substantiate this theory ; and, for that matter, tlie

title deeds of :\nie. Thuillier mention as proprietor, under

Louis XIV., one I'etitot, the famous enamel painter, he

having it from President Lccamus. It is probable that the

president lived here during the erection of his celebrated

mansion on the Rue de Thorigny.

Thus the l{o],e and Art had' alike left their traces. But,

then, what a liberal idea of necessity and pleasure had nilcd

in the arrangements of the interior of this lodge! To tlie

right, on entering the hall, was a spacious vestibule, whence

ascended a stairway of stone, witli two windows overlooking

the garden ; under the stairs was the doorway to the cellar.

The vestib de led to the dining-room, with windows to the

courtyard. This dining-room had a side-door opening to the

kitchens adjoining Barbefs warehouse. At the back of the

stairs on the garden side was a fine, large study, with two

•windows. The first and second storeys each formed a separate

set of two suites of rooms; and the servants' quarters were

indicated, under the four-gabled roof, by the oval windows.

A handsome, large stove ornamented the great vestibule; its

two glass doors, facing each other, gave ample light. This hall

was paved in black and white nuirble, and had a decorated

coffered ceiling, the joists of which had at one time been

])ainted and gilded, but which had, since the Empire, un-

doubtedlv been whitewashed. Facing the stove was a red

marble basin. The three doors of the study, the salon, nnd

the dining-room were surmounted with oval panels containing

pictures which cried aloud for much-needed restoration,

tlioii'-'h il^.e decorations were not without merit.
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The salon, wainscoted in wood, recalled the century of

iiiiiL'nificeiice by its Languedoc marble mantel, by its ceiling
uiih ornamented ornices, and by the shape of its windows, in
«!,i(li wrre preserved the little diamond panes. The dining-
iii.,ni. level with the salon and iuiving double doors between.
u;i- tloored with marble; the ceiling of chestnut-wood was un-
liaiiilcd; but the atrocious modern paper-hangings had re-

jihiced the tapestry of the olden time. The study, modernized
I;, 'i'liiiillier, was now utterly discordant.

'i'hr gold and white panels of the salon were so faded that
ii'itiiiiig but red lines could be perceived where the gold had
Lrintriy been, and the white was yellow, streaky, and falling
otf. 'I'ho Latin words, Otiinn cum dignitatp, had never, to the
i\"s i)f a poet, had so excellent a commentary as in this noble
(i'.n !!mg. The iron-work of the balustrade to the stairs was
worthy tlie magistrate and the artist; but, to discern their
trans to-day in the remains of a dignified antiquity, the
i)!iM r\ iiig eye of the artist was necessary.

Tile Thuiliiers and their predecessors had much dishonored
liii> mm of the higher bourgeoisie by their middle-class habits
and hu k of taste. Imagine walnut-wood chairs with horse-
hair scats; a mahogany table with an oilcloth cover; a crumb-
doth under the table; lamps of black metal; a cheap paper
with a red border; execrable black and white engravings on the
^wiHs; and cotton curtains with red borders in this dining-
room in which Tetitot and his friends had feasted!

Tail you conceive of the effect of this in the salon where
hniij the portraits of M., of Mme., of Mlle.Thuillier, by Pierre
<-ra>,M)u. the painter of the middle-classes; of card-tables
thai had done twenty years' service; of consoles of the time
of the Knipire; a tea-table supported on a huge lyre; of a
'oar-o mahogany .suite upholstered in printed velvet on a
'ho,.,hue ground; of the mantel, with its elock which repre-
p-i.t'd la Bellone of the ]']mpire; of candelabra with fluted

ins; of curtains of worsted damask and of embroidered
looped \vAvk with stamped brass chains? A second-hand

t covered the floor. The handsome vestibule was fur-

Cohj

l.o. <

c;.
•'
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i!l>lio(l with hciiclics ((iViTiil witli jjIusIi, the carved panels

luiii;,' hiddon hchind wiird robes of diver? dates, which liad

htcii Itroiiirht from the various apartments formerly occupied

liv thi' Thuillicrs. A s-helf covered the m'lrble basin bearin,^'

a smokv laiiip datinj,' from 1S1». As a finishing touch, fear,

tluit hideous l)Uj,d)ear, had provided, both on the garden and

tiic courtyard sides of the house.double doors stronglysheatlied

in iron, wiiich stood baelv against the wall by day and at night

M'cre securely closed.

it is an ea>y matter to explain the deplorable desecration

of this monument of the family life of the seventeenth century

by the same life of the nineteenth century. At the coni-

mencnient of the Consulate, perhaps, some master-builder,

having accpiired this little mansion, ciuieeived the idea of

nudving snme use of the ground facing the street; he had

most likely pulled down a beautiful coach-way gate flanked by

little lodges which added importance to this jiretty sejour. to

use an old French word, and the shrewdness of a Parisian

builder implanted its blight on the front of this elegance; as

the newspa]K'rs and their printing-presses, the factories and

their warerooms, trade and its counting-rooms, have ou.sted

the aristocracy, the old bourgeoisie, finance and the law,

wherever they once displayed their splendor. A curious study

is that (d" the title-deeds in Paris! A mad-house, on the Kue

dcs IJatailles. occupies the site where once stood the dwelling

of the Chevalier Pierre Bayard du Terrail ; the "third estate"

has i)uilt a whole street where once stood the Hotel Necker.

Old I'aris is going—following the kings who are gone. For

one chef d'u'itvic of architecture saved by a Polish princess.*

how numy smaller palaces have fallen, like Petitofs dwellini:,

into the hands of Thuillicrs. Here are the reasons which

led Mademoiselle Thuillicr to become the owner of this house:

.\t the fall of the Villele ministry M. Louis-Jerome Thuil-

li(>r, who had then been for twenty-six years a clerk in the

Bureau of Finance, became second clerk; but he liad barely

• The Hfttol I-anilxTt, Ho Saiul- Louis, occupied by tlie Princess Czartorisltfl. [Note

in oriffiiial edition.]
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li;i(l hi? fill of the joyp of authority in that subaltern position,

imiv the sniallost of his hopes, when the events of July, ISJJO,

(ninjHllcd him to resign. He very ingeniously calculated that

hi- |n'iisi(in would l)e honorably and uiunifieently dealt with by

ihi' new null, wlio would i»e only too ncil })!( a.-cd to have the

i!i-]i(i.-a! of another j)laee at their command; and this was well

i.;i-iined. for it was at onee granted at seventeen luindrfd

llMIK S.

W Inn the prudent "idj-ehiif first spoke of retiring from the

iiiiiiiiiistration. his sister, far more the partner of liis life than

\i;i- his wife, trembled for tlie employe's future.

••What would become of Thuillierr" was {ho question

M;ii|aine and MademoiselK' Thuillirr addressed to each niher

\uili ecjual fears: they were then living in a small tlat on tiie

iliird tioor, Kue d'Argenteuil.

"(ietting his pension into proper shape will occupy him
Inr -duie time." said Mlli'. Tliuillier; '"ijut I ihiuk I will so

jihiic my savings as to keep hir pretty well oceupied. Yes,

l'\ ^Mviug him an estate to manage it will he almost equal to

hi- iieing in the service."'

'"(»h! my dear sister, you will save his life I"' cried Mi7ic.

'ihiullier.

'Ui'll, I have always foreseen this crisis in Jerome's life!''

n pi led the old maid, with an air of |)atronage.

Mile. Tliuillier had too frequently heard her brother re-

iniirk: '•Such-a-one is dead; he only survived two years after

111 ntired!" She well remembered hearing Colleville. Tliuil-

ii<r- intimate friend. em])loyed in the sanif ollice, jesting

iil^'Ut the climacteric of bureaucracy, ami saying: ""We shall

>•'.'' time eoine to it the same as the rot I" not to realize the

11 : L'rr threatening her brother. The transition from ac-

t;Mty to idleness is, in fact, the critical tiiiu' for the em-
p^ i;. c. Those who cannot substitute some other occupation

t ! the one they have left ehaiige remarkably: some die; a

-1 .i; miniber take to fishing, a distraction very akin to their

!;:'i'r hili(H's in the otlice ; some others, malicious men. be-

' itie ^tock-brokers. lose their savings in the concern, and are
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jjjlad to finish hy takiiifr n situation in tho husinos?, iiftor tho

first bankniplcv and liiiuidation, wliicli ht'ooines successfid in

tln' hamls of more capablti ones on the loolsout for just sucli

chances; tlien the cx-clerk can rub his now empty hands and

sav: "I ahvavs knew there was a great fi.tnre for this busi-

ness." liut ni()!-t of them keep up a constant struggle against

their ohl lial»its.

"Some of tliein." said ('olle\ iUe. "art' devoured by a spleen"'*

(he pronounced il "splane"') "peeuliar to government clerks;

they die of suppressed circHla{r)iion : atllicted with red-tape

worm. The little I'oiret could not see a blue-bordered card-

board bo.K without his face changing color; he turned from

green to yellow."'

Mile. Thuillier was looked upon as the good genius of her

brother's household; that she iiad plenty of force and decision

her personal story will demonstrate. 'Phis relative superiority

enabled her to gauge her brother, though she adored him.

After seeing the wreck of the liopes founded on her idol, even

her motherly feeling ilid not lead her to overestimate the social

qualities of the s>d)-chief.

Thuillier and his sister were the children of the head porter

to the ]\rinister of Finance. Jerome had c.-caped, thanks to

his being short-sighted, from every possible form of requisi-

tion and conscription. His father's anil)ition was to make

him an employe. At the opening of this century there were

so many places to till in the army that it caused many vacan-

cies in the oHices, thus the removal of inferior clerks gave the

burly old Thuillier a chance to see his son take his first de-

crees in the hierarchy of bureaucracy.

The porter died in 1S14, at the time when Jerome was to

succeed the old sub-chief, but all the fortune he was able to

leave him was this hope. Old Thuillier and his wife, who

died in IS 10, had retired in 18U(i, with a retiring pension

their sole +'ortune. having expended their earnings in giving

Jerome his education and in supporting him and his sister.

We know the eftect of the Restoration ou the bureaux.

» Blue Devils.

(a»5-
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Tlio supprcsision of forty-ono departmeiits caiisod the dismissal

cif a horde of clerks, honest men quite prepared to accept

(itlices inferior in grade to those formerly occupied hy them.

Til the claim of these men were further added the pretensions

(.f exiled families ruined hy the Revolution. Between these

iwd elements Jerome thought himself more than lucky not to

\>v dismissed on some frivulous pretext. Till the day wlien hy

ihaiice he hecame second-clerk he had trcmhled ahout his re-

tiring pension.

'ihis short review explains M. Thuillier's limited con-

(. j)ti(ms and lack of general knowledge. He had acquired the

l.iitin. mathematics, history, and geography, that boys are

t;iii>:lit at school ; but he had not risen higher than what is

known as the second class, his father having profited by the

I hance of getting him into oilice, boasting of his son's "splen-

did hand." So, though little Thuillier wrote the first in-

tiriptions in the ledger of his ollice, he was not up in rhetoric

(ir philosophy.

.\ coswheel in the ministerial machine, he cultivated letters

luit little and troubled art still less; he acquired a superficial

knowledge of the routine of his duties; and when, on

the occasion of his rise, under the Empire, he mixed

\Mth the higher chi=s of em])loyes, he caught the superficial

iiianiier which concealed the porter's son, but he utterly failed

to ( atch a ready wit. His ignorance warned him to be silent,

an 1 his silence well served him. He was accustomed to render,

r.nd.r the Imperial regime, that passive obedience which is so

i ji[ireciated by superiors; and it was to this ([uality that he

a'ii rward owed his promotion to the grade of sub-chief. This

r iitine life gave him a great experience; his silent manner

lowrod his lack nf education. These negative qualities were

a irnait recommendation when a ci])her was needed. There

V. I- danger of displeasing both parties in the Chamber when

' -li had a favorite, and the Ministry were relieved from their

" 'arrassment by falling back upon the rule of seniority in

M nice. That was how Thuillier became sub-chief.

Allle. Thuillier, knowing how her brother abhorred reading
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and lii? inability to rt-placi' tlic lasi<s <>f tiio oiTice by any

Ijiisincss, iiaii wi.-cly rc,-(>i\id to ^'ivi' him tiic caa' of her

I)ro|K'rty, the ciillurc of tlir j.Mrd(Mi, llio little trivialities of

middle-class life found in the intrigues of the neighborhood.

'i'he transplanting cd" the 'riiuillier household from the Hue

d'Argenteiiil to the liue Saint-Doininiiiue-d'Knfor, the atten-

tion nece.-sary to the purchase, the selection of a janitor, the

search for good tenants, kept 'I'hiiiilier fully occupied through

l,s;51 and l;>:i"J. When tins |.henoinenal transplantation was

eil'ected, when the sister saw that deroine had survived his up-

rooting, she found him still other employment, as wo shall

learn, for she recognizeil a similar disposition to lier own in

'riiuillier, which it may not he useless to here describe.

.Although only the son of a minister's jiorter, 'riuiillicr was

what is known as a line num ; above the medium height.

slight, of agreeabh; physiognomy when he wore his spectacles,

but uglv. like most persons alllieted with myopia, when he

doffed them; for the habit of looking through glassed had

cast a species of mist over his eyeballs.

IJetween the age of eighteen and thirty, young Thuillier

was a favorite with women in the social splu'i'o of the lower

middh -class which ends lielow the chiefs of the departments;

but, as all are aware, under the Mnipire the wars left Pa-

risian society somewhat bertd't by absorbing every man of

energy into the fields of battle; and perha])s, as suggested by a

celebrated physician, this is the cause (d' the decadence of the

generation that lived during the middle of the nineteenth

f-entury.

Thuillier, conii)elled to shino by accomplishments other

than intellectual, learned to waltz and dance so wtdl as to be-

come noted for it in the city; he was called "Handsuiiie

'IMuiillier"; he was an expert billiard ])layer; he was clever

at cutting out ]>aper figures; his friend Colleville had so well

instructed him that he could troll out some fashioiuible ballads

in great stvle. .\ll this resulted in gaining him that spurious

success which deceives the young and deludes thorn as to the

future. From ISOfi to isil Mile. Thuillier bolievod in her

brother as Mile. d'Orluaus btdioved in Louis-Philippe; she
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',v;i- prnud of Jt'Tuiiu', >h'' saw liini arrive at tho hijiho?t po^t in

ihr I'lYuv; thanks to the popularity which at tliat time <ravc

hiia thi' entrance to some salons where he most ileciijedly

u.iiiid not have been seen hut for the circumstatues which,

ntiiier the Jlmpire, nuulo society a perfect medley.

lie retained a hahit of lookinj,' at himself in the glass,

|inMng with his hands on his hijjs to set olf his tigure, and

•-Miming the deportment of a dancing-master, all of which

!h Ipcd to prolong, beyond the pleasure he derived f;-om it,

\\\r lease of his nickname "Handsome Thuillier."' Bui the

tnuMiphs of the handsome Thuiliier were generally of short

ihiiation. The women were as fickle to him as he was to them.

11. would luive been a good subject for a comedy entitled

Mnii Juan in Spite of Himself." This role of beau wearied

Tliuillier, and made him grow old. His face covered with

wrinkles like that of an old coquette, added a dozen years to

hi- appearance.

But the truth in 18UG became mockery in 182^. He still

retained gome vestiges of the dandy's dress of the Empire,

iii.r were they unbecoming to the dignity of an old second-

(li rk. He still wore the white cravat with numerous pleats

in which his chin was buried, the two ends of which menaced.

iKi->ers-by as they projected to the right and left of a neatly

tiiil knot, in former days fastened by the hands of dainty

iiiiiities. He followed the fashions at a respectful distance,

liin he adapted them to his own style : he wore his hat far

Ui k ; low shoes in summer with fine stockings; his overcoat

u,i- reminiscent of the iviies of the Empire; he vvimld not

iil'aiidon his pleated shirt-frills and white waistcoats; he waa

:i'! the time playing with his slender cane, the style of 1810,

and held himself upright. None who saw Thuillier prome-

i;aiiiiig the boulevards would have taken him for the son of a

!ii;in who served the employes' breakfasts in the Bureau of

I liiaiue. and who wore the livery of Louis X\T.; he more
n -i !iililed an imperial diplomat or a sub-prefect.

N'>w, not only did Mademoiselle Thuillier innocently en-

courage in her brother this excessive care of his person, which
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was in kcopirifr with ln'f adoration cf him. l)ut she proourod

for hini all tlu- ph-a.-urcs of family life h.v tran^iplaiiting noar

them a family whoM- lift' had nm almost parallel with their

own. 'i'his was the faiinly of M. Colleville, Thuillier's most

intimate friend. But hefore painting I'yiades it is first in-

dispensahlc tfi have done with Orestes, as it is neecssary to v\-

plain why 'rhnillier. Handsome Tlmillier, found himself

without a family, for without children a family cannot he;

and here must be ri'vealed one of those deep mysteries which

lie entomhrd in tiie arcana of private life, and whose symp-

toms arivc at times to the surface when the anj^uisli of a hidden

sorrow heeomcs too f^reat to he silently home, as instance

that of Mine, and Mile. Thuillier, for, up to the present, we

have only seen, so to speak, the puhlic life of Jerome Thuil-

lier.

Marie-Jeanne-Brigittc Thuillier, four years older thau her

brother, had been completely sacrificed to his interests; it

was easier to give one a profession than to give the other a

marriage-portion. Ill-fortune, to certain natures, is a light-

house illuminating the dark and squalid in social life. Su-

perior to her brother, alike in energy and common sense,

Brigitte possessed a nature which the sledge-hammer of per-

secution had nuide den.«e, compact, and of great resistance,

not to say inflexible. Jealous of her independence, .she made

up her mind, by some means, to leave behind her the life

at the porter's lodge and become the sole arbiter of her fate.

At fourteen years of age she took up her abode in a garret,

some few steps from the Treasury, then in the Rue Vivienne,

not far from the Rue de la Vrilliere, where to-day the Bank

stands. She bravely started out in an unfamiliar business,

privileged, thanks to her father's patrons, and which con-

sisted of manufacturing cash-bags for the Bank, the Trea-

sury, and other great banking houses. She had, at the end

of three years, two workwomen employed. Placing her

savings in the Funds, by 181 i she had an income of three

thousand six hundred francs a year, which had been made in

fifteen years. She spent but little, dining every day with her
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f.iiiiti- as long as ho lived. Sow, as all know, the F'"uim1s ihir-

iui; I ho last convulsions of the Empire went down to fnrty-

ikIiI francs—so this result, apparently exaggerated, is easily

t'Xp!. lined.

On the death of the old porter, Hrigitte and .lernine. one

nirrd twenty-seven, the other twenty-three, united their (h'sti-

iiu'.-. The brother and sister had the fullest atleelion for each

i.tlicr. So when Jerome, then in the time of his success,

nidlrd any money, his sister, dressed in coarse woolen cloth.

lur tingers showing the wear of the thread with which she

s.\\v(i. always had a few louis to otfer him. Tn Rrigitte's

o\v< .lerome was the most handsome and most charming

man in the whole Frencli Empire.

To keej) hou.«e for this adored brother, to ho initiated into

ili( -eerets of Lindoro and Don Juan, to bo his s.Tvant. his

faithful spaniel, was Brigitto's ideal dream; she immolated

hir-elf with ardor to an idol whose egoism she could aggran-

dizr hv her sacrifice. She sold her business to her forewoman

for fifteen thousand francs, then went and established her.-^elf

in the Rue d'Argenteuil with Thuillier. making herself the

mother, protector, slave, of that '"darling of the ladies."

Hrigitte, with the natural prudence of a maid who owed

lifT all to her own discretion and toil, hid the extent of her

fortnne from her brother; she no doubt was afraid of the

priidigalities of such a man of the world, and brought to

the common stock but si.x hundred francs; this, though, with

the eighteen hundred of Jerome's, enabled her to make both

rii'ls meet each year.

I'rom the first day of their partnership, Thuillier listened

to liis sister as to an oracle; he consulted her in the smallest

affairs, concealed no secrets from her, and thus gave her a

taste of the fruits of domination which became the besetting

MH of her nature. But, really, the sister had completely sacri-

fiftil herself to her brother, she had taken his interests to

her heart, she lived but in him. Brigitto's ascendency over

Jerome was singularly confirmed by the marriage she pro-

cured for him about 1814.
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Scfiiip tlic frrecdy ^'ra>|i of tlu> luwicimers, wliicli tame

with the Hcsturatioii, upon all the govcrnnit'iit otlircs, and

particularly in tlir n-tiini of the nld society which trarii|ilc(i

iiiKJcr f(Mit the riiiilille-cias.H'f, Hri^xi'lc umlerr-lodd, ami in-

deed her lirotluT explained to hor, the social cri>is that hade

fair to extiiigiiir-h all their ho[)es. Further .-uicess was out

fif the (|Ue>tion for Ilaiidsoiue Tlniiliier anioiif; the nobilit;'

who had .-ucceeded in routing,' the pleiieians of the Kni|)ire.

I iider tlie.-e eoiiditioiis a woman, as zealous as i5rif,'itie

was, wisheil and determined to have her hrotlur marry, (luite

a.- miuh for Ik r own sake as for his; for only she could make

him happy, a Madame Thuillier being merely the indi.s-

peiisa' accesMiry for the production of one or two children.

Thou^ii Brigitte's intcUect did not compare with her will,

she had the instinct of desjxitism; for though she had re-

ceived no education, she went straight ahead with the jier-

sistcncy of a nature accustomed to sucr-ced. She had a

natural genius for household management, the sense of

thrift, and a love of work. She divined that she would never

be successful in marrying Jerome in a higlur sphere than

their own, where the family would make in(piiry as to their

ptyle of life, possibly to be alarmed at finding a mistress

already cstablit-hed in the dwelling: she searched, therefore,

in a grade below their own for the people slu' might dazzle,

and she came across the very party.

The senior messenger of the Bank, named [..emprun, liad

an only daughter called Celeste. Mile, t'eleste Lemp;

m

would inherit the fortune of her mother, the only daughter

of a truck-farmer. This property consisted of some acres of

land in the environs of Paris which the old man still worked;

then the fortune of old I.empnin, a man who, after being

employed in the banks f Thelusson and Keller, had en-

tered the service of the Bank at its fouiulation, would also be

hers. Lemprun, then the head messenger, enjoyed the re-

spect and esteem of the government and the inspectors.

The Board of Directors, hearing that the marriage of

Celeste to an honorable employe in the Bureau of Finance
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\v;is iirriiiipcd, proiiiisfd a present of six thousand francs;

I'l- ;,Mft. adiled tn the twelve lli')usaiid francs ^'iveii hy old

I,, in[iriin. and twelve tlioiisand francs given l)y Sieur (ia-

|:ihl. ilie trnck-fartner at Auteuil. made a dot of tlurty tlimi-

>..i .1 francs. OKI (.Jalard and M. and Mine. Loinpriin wert'

I !i !,;nited with this alliance; the chief incsscnj,'er knew

r,r .'iile for one of tlie most worthy and respectable women

111 I', in.-. Hriffitte gave hrilliant d<'.scriptions of her lu-

\. -iiiiiits in the I'uiids, and informed the Lempruns that

^ll. would never marry, and neither the chief messenger

iini Iii> wifi', people of the (icddeii Aj,'i'. allowed themselves

h> iiiticise Hri'ntte. Thev were especiallv struck by the

h.j!i iin-ition of Handsome Tlniillier. and the marriage had

\.:Vru place, to use the accustomed formula, to the general

c.iii-I'Mction.

The Governor and .secretary of the Hank acted as witnesses

|. : I lie hridc, as .M. de la Millardiere, chief of his department,

jiii'l M. Hahourdin, chief of the bureau, did for Thuillier.

Si\ days after this marriage old Lemprun was the victim

' f 1 most audacious robbery, spoken of in the journals of

ihiii time, but soon forgotten in the events <d" 1S15. The

i!n. vr- had completely eluded every search. Lemprun wished

I . pay I'ur the loss, and, altliough the Bank charged the

:iiii iiiit to profit and loss, the poor old man died of vexa-

ii-n r;iu>ed by the disaster. He regarded it as a blow at his

I
i-hily III' seventy years' standing.

\liiie. Lemprun abandoned all her iidieritance to hor

I'.iiL'liter, Mmc. Thuillier, and went to live with her father

." \iiiruil, where the old man died of an accident in 1817.

lid of either managing or letting her father's fields,

'. Lemprun begged Hrigitte, at whose capabilities and

'-ly -lie was astonished, to realize the estate of old (Jalard

r'l arrange things that her daughter should take every-

ir. allowing her fifteen hundred francs a year and leav-

iM ; hnusc at .Vuleuil. The fields of the old truck-far-

. »>\'\ in lots, brought thirty thousand francs, aud the two

A;
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rnrtimi'-, iiddcd 1.. tin' dnf. aiiii'iiiiiiil in IMS to ninety thou-

.>-;in<l fnincs.

At llii' tii'i^miiiiii: 'if tfiat yiar, with tin- results of opera-

tions nil '('han;."', 'I'lmiiliiT s .-aliiv, ami ttic dividend on

Hank -lians. tlw annual -iiin |ia- . iij; tliron;,dv Hrigitte's

nncoiit inllcd hand.- anioiinied |.i eleven thousand francs.

[| i> nece.'.^aiy In li.ive tins linaiH ial <iue-tion un^-.'rsto(Ml.

not niily to f' move dilliculties, hut to lea\e a cloar course for

the drama.

In the ;ir.-l |ila(c Hrifritte allowed her hrother five hun-

dreil fraiK > a monili, and niana;;e(i alTairs so that five thou-

sand fraius defra\ril the houfelu'ld e.\penses. She allowed

)ier .-i.-ter-in-lau iil'ly franes a innntli. deelaring that she her-

self 'A'Hild he sati^lied with forty. T'l render herself suprerm-

llin.iiL'h tile power nf iiKiney. Uri^'M! laid li\ the surplus of

her i)\Mi iiicnnu'; .-he loaned money lliroULdi the agency of her

hrutlier. who |ias.-ed for a hroker. If from 1813 to I8;](i

Iiri;.Mtt,. had aeeiimidateil a capital of sixty thou.sind franes.

lliis c.iii he explained by her transactions in stocks, with-

out liavin;,' ii (ourse to ehar^^es more or less well founded, the

truth of which woidd add nothing to the interest of thi?

story.

From the very first Rrigitte broke in the unfortunate Mme.
'riiuil!i;T by a free u.-.' nf the si)urs and making her feel tho

ciirli, This luxury of tyiaiiny was (juite usele.-s ; the victini

[iromptly \i(lded. Ccle-te had been sized up by Brigitte,

who found her devoid <d" pluck and education, accustomed to

a seileiitary life, a tr,nii|iiil atmosjihere, and of excessively

mild nature; she wa.- imou^ in the fullest sense of the word;
r-he had ('Xjiiated by h^ird [iniance eaih involuntary fault that

could c.iuse pain to aimihcr. She was (piite ignorant of life;

aciu.-tnmcd to be waited iipnn by her mother, who did her

own iinu>ework; compelled to keep in a state of rest by a

lymphatic constitution, becoming fatigued at the least exer-

tion. She was truly a daughter of the people of Paris,

where the ( liildren, rarely pretty, are tbe production of

jiovci'tv, o\crwork. of airliv-- home~. witliout freedom of ac-

tion, and the lack of .jV-tv couvcui'juee of life.
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Ai tlu' time of hor wodding I't'lf.-if was a littlo woman, ii

f, I. I'll lilomlt', niiusoatinirly ho; I'at. i-low, and of most ^tll|'i(l

;ii'|Mar.iiHC. Her too-lar^'c promiiirrit fori'licail tiiifr<,'t>t('d

v,i!ir on llif brain; and nmicr that don.c of a waxy liuo

;, fur fviili'iitly tuo r-niall and mdin;,' tn a point like the

.null of a mouse, suggc-ttd tlic fiar that at some tinu' she

u. iiid lose Iht mind. Hit i)ali' hhu' I'Vrs, and lips set in a

! M'i -inilc, did not di.-alm.-i' oin' id' this idea. Shr had, on

tin -iilciiin day of her wedding', tlio attitude, air, and mannor

if "I • rondeiuried to death, and who hopes it will soon be

(iM r.

••>
11- a hit soft:"' said C'ollevillo to ThuiUier.

i'>ii^'ilte was the knife that should stab this nature, which

pp-i iited so vioh-nt a contrast tn her own. Slu' possessed

;i -ort of beauty in her correct, reirular features, but it had

l)M II difaeed by toil whii li, from infancy, had bountl her hard

d'.uii to uncongenial, rough work, and by the secret priva-

ii((!i- she had voluntarily undergone to increase her com-

ji'i'iicy. Her <laj)pled skin had the hue nf steel. Her
hniuu eyes were surrounded with black, or, rather, livid

iinli.. ; her uj)per lip was ornanienlcd with dark down, as

tti'iii_'!i it had been siiioked ; she had thin lips, and lur im-

ptri.ius forehead had once been crowned witii hair that was

111. Ilk. but which was now changing to chinchilla. She was

a-; I Tint as any handsome woman, but everything about her

bctrayi'd a life of toil, suppressed lires, and, as is said of

s-!i('rilT<. "the cost of her achieveni'iits."

To Hrigitte, Celeste was but a fortune to pick up, a

priNjHctive mother, one subject more in lier cinjiii-e. She very

,-iu,ii reproaclied h'-r for l)eing "tlabby"—a constant word of

].' r>—and this jealous old maid, who would have despaired

if -hi' had found a numaging sister-in-law. took a savage

lit̂>'\i.:U\ in stinging this feeble creature into activity. C'e-

', a-lianu'd nf seeing her si«ter-in-law display sucli vim
ii;;i1 iTHTgv in her household duties, made an etfort to assist

; .-he fell ill; at once Hrigitte gave her whole care tn

'
. 'i'huillier, she nursed her like a sister, saying before
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"You are not strong enough; eh, well, flo nothing, my
pet!" She made the most of the iiicapaeity of Celeste with

that display of pity hy which the strong, protending much
eompassiiin for the weak, manage to eulogize their own
merits.

Wlu'u ^Ime. Thuillier's health was reestablished, Brigitte

would say, in such luanner that none could helj) hearing:

"Dish-rair. good-for-nothing," and the like. Celeste would
weep ill iier own room, and when Thuillier surprised iier in

tears, he excused his sister, saying:

"She's all right, but she's hot-tempered; she loves you in

her way ; she is just the same with me."
Celeste, remembering the maternal care she had received,

forgave her sister-m-law. K"Jgitte looked upon her brother

as king of the house; she lauded him to Celeste, and treated

him as an autocrat, a Ladislas, an infallilile pope. Mme.
Thuillier, bereft of her father and grandfather, and all but

abandoned by her mother, who came on Tiiursdays to see

her, while they visited her on Sundays in tlie summer, had

no one but her husband to love; tirst, because he was her hus-

band, and also because he remained to her Handsome Thuil-

lier; and sometimes he really treated her as though she were

his wife. All these reasons combined caused her to worship

him. Now Thuillier dined at home, but went to bed very

late; he went to balls in his own circle alone, precisely the

same as though he were a bachelor. Thus the two women
were alwavs together.

Celeste assumed a passive attitude, and, agreeable to Bri-

gitle's desire, became a regular slave. The (^ueen Eliza-

beth of the household passed from despotism to a sort of pity

for this perpetually sacriliced victim. Finally she laid aside

her high and mighty airs, her stinging words, her tone of

contempt, when she was assured that she had broken her

sister into passive slavery.

The })oor creature might have become something in the

househohl that lived u])oii her money—thoiigli she was un-

aware of the fact; but all she obtained were the crumbs that

;.,:**
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fell from tlio tablo. Slio had oiu' chanco by wliich her
spirit iiii^'ht liavo been roused to defend herself, to be sonie-
liiiii;.', but, ahis ! that chance did not come to her.

Six years had gone, but Celeste had borne no child. This
ill fortune, which, month after month, caused her torrents of
liars, for a long time but addi-d fuel to Brigitte's flame; she
n proaehed her for being no good at all, not even to bear
fiiiidrcn. This old maid, -who had promised herself the
).!i asure of loving her i)rother"s child, was slow in becoming
iiH il Id the idea that this disappointment was irremediable.

At the time when this story commences, in 1840, at the
.iL'i' of forty-six, ('eleste had stopped crying, for she was
liHiiinuidly certain that the power of becoming a mother had
If. parted. Time, ample means, the incessant little frictions
• ! .hniy life, had rubbed off the corners, and that, together
\utii Celeste's lamblike resignation and sweetness, led to a
M n n.' autumn. Brigitte became as fond of Celeste as she
wa> of her. And the two women were further united by the

•Ic sentiment they had ever known—their adoration for the
'. ppy and selfish Thuiilier.

This spur -us motherhood, quite as absorbing as the real,
iiiv.js an explanation which biings us to the heart of the
'iiaina and is the reason why Mile. Thuiilier found plenty of
OK iipation for lier brother.

'1 iuiillier had entered as a supernumerary in the bureau at
111' sun.' time as Colleville, who has already been spoken of
a-^ iiis intimate friend. Compared to the"^ dull and rigid
lioiischold of Thuilliers, social nature had formed Colle-
\ill''s as a perfect contrast, and though it was impossible
iliit this peculiar contrast should be moral, it needs to be
ii iili'd that before jumping to a conclusion, it were as well
to I. ad the story (unfortunately, only too true) to the end,—
1"r ihe outcome of which the author cannot be held respon-
S'lllf.

This Colleville was the only son of a talented musician,
lyniKfly the first violin at the opera during Francccur's and
JM). is time. At least six times a month, during his life,

.1
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he related anecdotes of tKo representation of the Devin du

Village and imitated Jean-.Iac(|ues Rousseau wonderfully.

("oUevillo and Thuillier were inseparable friends, having no

secrets from each f)ther; their friendship, commenced when

they were but fifteen, remained cloudless in the year 1839.

('olleville, besides being an employe, was what was known

as a "Cumulator"' in the bureau; he was first clarionet at

the t)i)era-('oniique—thanks to his father's name. Now,

when a bachelor, he was better off than Thuillier, and often

shared with his friend. But. in contrast to Thuillier, Colle-

ville married, to please himself, Mile. Flavie, natural daugh-

ter of a celebrated dancer who pretended that her child

was a de Bourguier, one of the richest contractors of his day,

but who had been ruined in 1800, and who more completely

forgot his child, as he cherished doubts as to the faithfulness

of this famous comedienne.

By her appearance and birth Flavie was destined to a

grievous fate at the time when CoUeville. who had frequent

occasion to visit her mother, who had lived luxuriously, fell

in love with Flavie and married her. Prince Galathionne.

the illustrious dancer's protector, in September, 1815, when

she was bringing her brilliant career to a close, gave Flavie

twentv thousand francs as a wedding-present, and her

mother added a most elaborate trousseau. The frequenters

of her house and her comrades at the opera made her presents

of jewelry and plate, so that the CoUeville household was

much richer in superfluities than cash. Flavie, raised in

luxury, at first had a charming suite of rooms which had

been furnished by her mother's decorator, and where the

young wife held court, airing her taste for the arts, artists,

and for a certain elegance.

I^Ime. CoUeville was at once pretty and piquante, bright,

gay, gracious, and an exemplar of the term—"a jolly good

fellow." The dancer, now aged forty-three, retired from the

stage and went to live in the country, which deprived her

daughter of the benefit to be derived from her mother's lux-

ury and extravagance. Mme. Colleville's house was very
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ploiisiiiit, but very t'.\p(>nsivo. Between 181(] and IS'H] she

hii'i live .liiklreii. A imisioian in the evening, from seven

to null' in the morning C'olleville kept the books of a mer-

rliarit. By ten o'clock lie was at the bureau. Thus by blow-

i!:i: iiitn a wooden pipe in the evening, and writing out ac-

. ,uiit~ in (IdubU^ entrv in the inorninjj, he made seven to

. .'ill thousand francs per annum.
\\\'.u\ Colleville played tlie lady of high society; she re-

(iiviil 1)11 Wednesdays; she gave a musicale each month, and
,1 iliiiiur every fortnight. 81u' saw Colleville only at dinner

i'l ilii' evening; when he returned toward midnight, she very

!!> u had not yet come in. She was at the play, for she

litii iiad a box given her, or she would leave word for

I iiil.ville to call for her at some house where she was at a

iiric or a supper. Excellent fare was provided by Mme.
("i! \illc, and her society, somewhat mixed, was excessively

iiiiru-;iig; she received famous actresses. ])ainters, men of

III. [~, and some wealthy men. Mnie. Colleville's elegance

"a- i.n a par with tiiat of Tullia, the operatic premier dan-
'i-. nf whom slu' saw a great deal; but, though the CoUe-

\ !•- drew upon their cajiital, often finding it ditlicult to

I :::k. both ends meet at the month's end, Flavie was never
ill ill lit.

( "lli'ville was very happy; he still loved his wife and was
liiwiiv- lier good friend. Ever welcomed with an atfectionate

>in;|p and infectiou.s, pretty manner, he yielded to her ir-

r.-i^tible graces and fascination. The untiring activity he
Miiploycd in his throe several callings was well suited to his

ii i'.ntir and temperament. He was a big, burly, good-
laiuivd fellow, tlorid, jovial, lavish, and full of whims. In
!' n \';irs there had not been a single quarrel in his house-
I i He passed at the bureau as a scatterbrain, the char-
'' > : giv<'n all artists, but they were superficial thinkers

man for the bustle

iiiiuk,Her.

sy

mks to the relations of Mme. Colleville. the theatre and
partment yielded to the exigencies of the curaulatist,
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who, in iiddiiioi) to his other ihitios. was training a young
man carnt'sliy rccorniiiciKlf'd hy his wife, a great musician of

the future, who often took his phiee in the orchestra, l.eing

promised liis succession.

As a mailer of fact, in lSv'7, on C'oHev ..'s retirement,

this young man liocatne tlie first chirionet.

All the criticism tiiat Flavie arou>ed was in the words:
"She is a liltlr hit of a flirt, tliis .Madame Coileville !""

The eldest of the Collcvilie children, horn in ISlC, was the
living image of the jolly Coileville. In ISIS Mine. Coileville

thought the cavalry was everything, even ranking the arts;

she smiled upon a suh-lieu'tenant of the Saint-Chainans
dragoons, the young and wealthy Charles Gondroville. who
afterward died in the Spanish campaign ; her second son
was already destined for a military career. In 18-^0 .she

looked upon the bank as the foster-mother of industrv. the

backbone of the State, and tin- great Keller, the famous
orator, was her idol ; then she had another son, Frany/i^
who was to go into mercantile pursuits, and would never lack

the ]H-otection of l-'ram^ois Keller.

Toward the end of IS'^o, Thuillier, the intimate friend of

M. and Mme. Coileville, and Flavie's admirer, felt the neces-

sity of coniiding his sorrows to the bosom of that excellent
woman, to whom he recounted his conjugal miseries; for six

years he had hoped for children, but God had not s,,iiled

upon his desires; for poor Mme. Thuillier had vainlv said

fwrenas; she had even gone to Xotre-Dame de Liesse! He
depicti'd Celeste in every jiliase, and the words "Poor Thuil-
lier" fell from Mme. Colleville's lij.s, who, on her part, was
much depressed: just now she had no predominant opinion.

She poured her vexation into Thuillier's heart. The great

Keller, the hero of the Left, was awfullv mean; she'^had
seen the shady side of glory, the follies of the bank, the shal-

lowness of the Tribune, the orator never spoke, save in the

Chamber, and he had tr(>acod her very badly.
Thuillier was indignant.

"It's not brutes only that know how to love," said he;

''take me!*'
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Am] ITatulsomo Thuillicr was «ai<l to ho making up to

M."'. C'tllcvilli'. paying licr "attention?," in the words of

!!., Ijiipirc.

••\ii! y(Jii !iro fascinated witli my wile!" said CoUevillo,

liii-liiiig. "But look out or she'll treat vou like all the

.ilhrl-."

A -lirewd speecli, allowing C'olleville to preserve his mari-

iii iliLMiity in the hureau. In IsvJO-vM Thuillier, under his

.i:.;:!''rily as a friend of the family, was ahle to assist CoUe-
\ ;'r. who had so frequently of old helped him; during eigh-

h<".i months he had loaned the t'ollevilies ten thousand
Ira rs never intending to ?poak of it afterward. In tiie

.-j'li!!!: of ISv!! Madame t'olleville gave hirth to a handsome
liil'- girl, to whom M. and Mme. Thuillier acted as god-
f,il!ii r and godmother; she was nanu'd Celeste- Louise-Caro-

lin lirif.Mtte. Mile. Thuillier wished that one uf her names
>!inulcl lir given to this little angel. The name of Caroline
"a> ;i compliment to CoUeville.

<i!(l .Mamma Lemprun took upon herself the putting out

1 1 iiiir-e of the pretty creature, which wa> kept under her
nuii ryes at Auteuil, where Celeste and her sister-in-law

\\i
:

t to see her twice each week. As soon as ]Mme. CoUeville
wii- about again, she said to Thuillier, very frankly and in

:i N nulls tone:

"Mv dear friend, if we wish to remain good friends, you
I ill! Ml 1„. more than my friend; CoUeville loves you: well,

li' II, one in the family is quite enough."'

"i-\|.lain to me," said Handsome Thuillier to Tullia, the
li 1! r. wlio had nuide a call on Mme. CoUeville, "why wo-
!!•:: are so little attached to me. I am not the Apollo Bel-
^ i' •'. Init on the other hand neither am 1 a Vulcan; 1 am
I'is^iiile. I am intelligent, I am faithful

"

"',, uld you have the truth?" asked Tullia.
' ^

'
s" said Handsome Thuillier.

"W'W. then, although sometimes we may love an idiot, we
ci'i i;cvrr love a fool."

i -(• words killed Thuillier; he couldn't get over it; he
11:!'; a -pill of meluncholv and accused wojnen of heir.'.' fickle.
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"Didn't I warn you?" said Collovillc ; "I am not Xa-

polonn, doar l)(\v ; I might bo sorry if I were; but I have ray

Josephine—a pearl I"

The minister's secretary, des Lupleaux, who was supposed

by Mme. C'olleville to liave more intlueiiee than he really had,

of whom she used afterwards to say "He was one of my mis-

takes," was during a long time the great man of the Collevillo

salon; hut as he had not the power necessary to have Colk'-

ville named for the division of Bois-Levant, Flavio had the

jrood sense to resent his attentions to ilme. Rahourdin, wife

of the chief of the bureau, a minx, as she said, to whose

home she had never been invited, and who on two different

occasions had had the impertinence to stay away from Iior

musicales.

^Ime. Colleville acutely felt the shock of young Gondre-

ville's death ; she was quite inconsolable ; she saw in it, she

said, the hand of God. In 18-.'4 she mended her ways,

talked economy, gave up her receptions, occupied herself with

her children, and became a good mother to her family; and

her friends had no knowledge of an attendant favorite ; but she

went to (diurch, s1h> reformed her dress, she wore sober colors.

she talked of Catholicism and the proprieties; and all this

mysticism resulted in the production of a bouncing boy, in

18?5, whom she named Theodore, that is to say, "the gift of

God."

So, in LS^C), the good times of the Congregation, Colleville

M-as appointed sulxhicf in Clergeot's division, becoming, in

18'^8, a revenue collector in a I'aris arrondissemcnt. He also

obtained the cross of the I.egion of Honor, which would

entitle him to have his daughter educated at Saint-Donis.

In ls;{-.\ by the advice of Mile. Thuillier, he settled near

them, where he obtained a clerkship in the mayor's otlice,

paying one thousand crowns.

Charles Colleville had just entered the Xaval School. The

colleges to which the other young Collevilles went were in

the same quarter. The seminary of Saint-Sulpice, where the

youngest was to be entered some day, was close by the Lux-

^.
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(iiilwurg. Finally, Thuillier and Collcville should properly

(till llieir days together.

In !.s33 Madame Colleville, then thirty-five years old, es-

tihii-lu'd herself in the Uue d'Enfer on the corner of the

Km (li'> Deux-figlises, with Celeste and the little Theodore.

Tiii;- Ciilleville was at an equal distance from the mayor".-?

ntli'v and the Rue Dominifjue. The family, after leading a

hi'.' lirst of show and dissipation, then of tranquil retirc-

iii' nt. had become reduced to middle-class obscurity, on u

t"t;ii income of five thousand four hundred francs.

('.Icste was now twelve; she promised to be pretty; she

riirilnl masters; that would cut down their income by two
tiiiiisind francs. Her mother felt the need of placing her

ui!(ii r the eyes of her godfather and godmother. So she had
ml'iptcd liie pro[)osition, so wisely thought out, of Mile.

Tiiiiiliicr, who, without committing herself, gave Mme.
('n!|iville to understand pretty plainly that her brother's,

li.r si.-tcr-in-law's, and her own fortune were destined for

(elc>tc.

Til.' little girl had remained at Auteuil till the age of seven

lidiircd by the good old Madame Lemprun, who died in 1829,

l'';i\ing twenty thousand francs and a house which was sold

f^r twenty-eight thousand. The sprightly lass had .seen

mnn iif Mile, and ^Ime. Thuillier than of her mother until

>\'.f u. lit home, after Mme. Lemprun's death, in 1S-JI». In
Is''! she fell more than ever under Flavie's management,
uii . tried to do lier whole duty by her: and, without being
-'V. rr. she was very strict with her, overdoing it, as women
•in v.ho are tortured by remorse. Flavic, without being a
l>;i'! mother, was rigid enough with her daughter. She had
liiT properly instructed, and, remembering her own early

ir.iiiiiig. vowed secretly that she would make an honest wo-
I'l'i uf Celeste and not a light one. She took her to mass,
lii'' -he had her prepared for her first communion under
i!ii- liiroction of a Paris cure, who has since become a bishop.

<'il'-t(' was the more pious because Mme. Thuillier, her god-
iii"iii('r. was a perfect saint, and the child adored her god-
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TiiotluT; she felt tliat .-lit' wjis iiior- gcmiinoly lovod by thiji

]K)()r, lonely woiMiiii than l)y Iht mntlur. l'"n)ni is;i;5 to ISKI

she had rofcivcd a l)rilliant oducatinii. according to the ideas

of the French middle classes. Thus the best masters had
made of her a tolerable mnsieian ; she eonld produce a water-

color; she danced finely; she had learned the language and

history of France, geography, Fnglish, Italian, in fact, every-

thing suitable to the education of a young lady. She was of

average height, somewhat stout, short-sighted, neither prettv

nor homely, with a good comj)le\ion, yet entirely ignorant of

fine manners. She was susceptible of much feeling, l)iit

had control of herself; and her godfather, godmother, Made-

n!oi.>;elle Thuillier, and her father were agreed upon the

])oint, the great reliance of mothers, that she was capable (jf

love. One of her attractions was a magnilicent head of

blond hair, i»ut her hands and feet indicated a plebeian

origin. Celeste was endowed with fine mental ([ualitics. She

was good, simple, and without malice. She loved her father

and mother, and would have sacritieed herself for them.

Brought up with a profound admiration for her godfather

by Brigitte, whom she had been taught to call Aunt Brigitte,

and by Madame Thuillier and her mother, Celeste liad the

most exalted idea of the ex-elerk. who more and more re-

sembled an old beau of the Empire. The house of the Hue

Saint-Dominitpie impressed her as the chateau of the Tuile-

ries impress(>s a ccmrtier of the new dynasty.

Thuillier had not been able to witlistand the action of the

rolling-mill of administrative routine, where the brains are

worn thin in pro])ortion as they are ilattened out. Used up

by exacting work, besides counting his successes as a lady's

man, the ex-sub-chief had lost all his best faculties by the

time he had moved to the l?ue Saint-Dominique; but his

drawn feature.-, which wore a rather arrogant expression,

with a mixture of self-satisfaction, which may have been the

fatuity of the superior employe, deeply impres.sed Celeste.

She alone ailored that sallow face. She knew that she was

the joy of the Thuillier household.
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'I'ln' rollevilles iiiul tiicir <liil(lroii, togctlior with an v\-

(!rik (if La iiillardiiTc's division, Moiisifur I'licllioii, fornu'd

!!;. iiuciciis (if .Mile. 'I'lmiilier's Muifty. IMu'liioii was one of

liii u\i»\ rospoctt'd iiicii in tlic arrondissmicnt ; he had he-

I'.iM, too, a major in xlw National (luard. lie had one
(i I'lLflitcr, formerly an uiuK'r-tfacliiT in thi- Laf,navi' school,

ii-u niarri('(l to a profc^'ssor in ihv \Uw Saint-llyacintlu', M.
i'.,II !!inh

I'iii llioii's cldi'st son was a professor of mathematics in a

v., ill fdlK'^fc and >^i\\v lessons, coached pnpils, and devoted

liiiii-rif. as his father exprci-sed it. to pure matiiemalics. The
-..Mini son was at tiie t'olle^'e of Engineers. I'iiellion had a

I'liiHon of nine hundred francs, .s)nie little interi'st on his

>:i'. !ii,<:s during thirty years of thrift, and owned a little

ii(iii.-e with a garden attached, in which he lived on the Im-
[i;i--e dcs Fcuillantines. (In thirty years he iiad not once
i;-(l ilie old term cid-dc-sac*)

i'utocq, clerk to a justice of the peace, had formerly been
(m[il(iyed in the ministry of finance; he had been sacrificed

\n uiie of the necessities of a representative government; he
l.iid [lermitted himself to he made the scapegoat in a scandal
(Kiiirring in the oHice of the committee on appropriations,
for which he received a fairly round sum; this had enabled
liiiii to purchase his clerkship. This man, of little honor,
l!ii >iiy of the bureau, was not received by the Thuilliers in

till' manner he thought his due; but his landlord's coldness
(iidv made him more persistent in his visits.

lie remained a baclielor. and indulged his vices; his life

\v,i- carefully hidden, and he was an adept at flattering his
>!ni.riors. The justice of the peace had a great esteem for
l'i:i.M-,|. That infamous person made himself tolerated by

'luiilliers by base and gross adulation, which never failsIII

in its ctrccts. He knew the bottom of Thuillier's life, his re-

liitiTis with Colleville, and ;

f'^i.'vd his formidable tongue,

• Blind allty or court.
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admitting liiiii to thrir friciKlsIiip, juTniitted his visits on
eufferunce.

The family that itccamc the Wawor of the ThuiiiiiTfi' tiaidii

was tliat of a poor, petty clerix, who hail hem the ,()je( t of

compassion ir tiie hureau, and who. driven hy i)enury, had
h^ft the hureau in isv*; to throw himself into trade with an
idea.

.Minard foresaw a fortune in one of those dishonorahlu
soliemes wiiicli are a dis^rrace to French commerce, hut which,
in IS-.':. Iiad not yet lieen l)rou^dit to puhlicity. .Minard
hou<,dit tea and mixed it with dried tea-leaves; then lie

practised chan^nn^' tlie constituents of chocolate, altering it

so that he (Y.uld m'11 it as a hargain. This tra<le in eoioniiil

produce, hegun in the Saint-Marcel (juarter, set Minard up
in trade, lie had a factory, and, through his connection!',

was now ahlo to ohtain the raw materials from their source;
thus on an honorahle and large scale he carried out the husi-

ness he had .started in such a shady manner. He became ii

distiller; enormous (piantities of raw imports were handled
by him, till he came to pass, in is;?."), as the richest trader
in the Place Mauhert quarter. He bought one of the most
beautiful houses on the Kue des Mai^ons-Sorbonne;* he had
been deputy and, in IS.li), was named for mayor of his ar-

rondissement and judge of the ('hand)er of Commerce. He
kept a carriage, and had a country place near Lagny ; his

wife wore diamonds at the Court balls, and he flaunted the

rosette of an olTicer of the Legion of Honor in his button-
hole.

Minard and his wife were always excessively beneficent.

Perhaps they wi.«hed to restore retail to the po<ir what they

exacted wholesale from the public. Phellion, Colleville, and
Thuillier encountered Minard during the elections, which
resulted in an acquaintance, soon to become intimate, be-

tween the Jlinards, Collevilles, and Thuilliers. because Ma-
dame Zelio Minard appeared enchanted to introduce Ikt

"young miss"' to Celeste Colleville. The Minards gave a line

• Now the Rue ChampoUion.
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M. :in<l Miiir, IMnllion. uiirtlis |mii[i1c n< tlicv wiTc. coiilrl

Ilnl liclp ill(lllli.'inu' III >|ir( lllilt I'lll- illlil l|il|M'S. 'I'lli'V |||1)I|;,'1|(

(V'lfsti' wdiiM I' a \ii-v MiiliiMr iii.iicli fi)r tlnir mhi, idc

]iri)f<'ss<ir. Sm. to li.iM' a raciH.ii in \\\<- 'I'liiiilli<'r ilrawiti;;-

Tunnis, tlirv lifiMiLrlil iIuti- llicir -mi-in-lau. M. Uantiol. a

j)roriiin(nt man in tlic I'aiilioiir;,' Saint-. Ia(i|iii> ; ami al.-n an

«il<l ctniilnvt' III llif mji\cii'"- nllici,, wiiMiii Collivillf liad in mjiiic

way su|i|ilaiitr(|. fur M. I,amlii.'i'<>i,-. a clirk fnr tuiniy \<;\r^

in tlic imiynr'.- ullicc, hail cNiMiiid, a,- a ii'cnmiicn-i' (i<v \\]<

li>n<^ M't-VKis, the s<(i'itar\>lii|» dhtaimd liv ('uil(\illi>.

So tlicy linnl up a phalanx of f.viii, all fairly faithful In

cafh uthcr. 'riic ('ullrvillc family was ciiually luinHniiH. sn

that on or(a>ioiial Siimlays ihcic woiihl he a- many as thirty

juTsotis in till' 'riniillicr salon, 'rhuillii'r rcticwiMl his at

-

<maiiitamc «itli the Saillanls, the liaiuinyrrs. thr Fallcix,*

ill! pi'uplr of imporlancc in the I'larc-h'oyali- (|iiart('r, ami

frt'ipu'iitly invited them t<> diniifr.

Mine. I'ollcvilli', aiiioiifi the wniiicn. was the most distiii-

jrnishcd ]H'rs()iia^'f of this cifcli'. as Minard's >on and I'm-

fossor IMicllinii were its siipfrmr men; for ail tlm others,

without ediuation and ideas, and risen from the lower ranks,

Avore tyjies of the ahsnrd in the lower middle-elasses. Al-

1hoii;.di a fortune made in the jia-l M'eins to imply merit,

ZMinard was hut an inllated halloon. lie lloundered in lon^-

(Irawii phrases, took ohse(|iiiousiiess for politeness and the

form for the spirit, and uttered his foniinonplaces in such

t^tyle and inontliinjrs that they were accepted as ehxjuence.

Those ])lirases wiiuli >ay iiothiiij; and answer every purpose

—

jirogress, steam, asphalt. Xatioiial (luard. order, demo-

cratic spirit, jiower of eoo|i(Tation. !e,;:ality, motion and re-

t^istanoe, intimidati<in—seemed at each political crisis to

have been invented for Minard. who then paraplirased the

ideas of his Tiewspaper. .lulien Minard. the youuif barrister,

suffered under his father what his fatlier suffered under hirt

wife. Tn fact, with her fortune. Zelie had assumed preten-

sions, though she could never U'arii to speak decent French;

• Si'o " Ia's Employes."
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-!m- li.id iMciiiiif I'iit. iinil III Inr Iiiiim! ..tuf iittin- |i.(,kr.| liko
;i "Kk vvlin liiiil itijitfit'd Inr iiia-Icr.

•''i'Hi"ii. Iliii' I I''l '<( .1 lower liuiirircfiis. was cjiiiilly

I'!'--,
I

witli Mrliics iuhl iili-iinlitii-. A Miliunliriati- iliinii^'

' ^ iMirciiiicriilic lifr. hr |i|M|ii\- iv-|«.(t,(i ,..M lal Mi|ifr,nrit
"

Im ill- prcM'iii.' of Miiiar.l lu- was .-ilnit. II,. ha.j aiiiiiiraltiv

" '-ti'l. by liis own iirorts. the mthal tiling of Miperaii-
i'i:ilio.i. III tins iiiaiiiirr: iicv.r ha. I the worthy ami r\c,-l.
Ii lit tiiaii ha.l ii chaiic.' of in(liil;,'iii;: his ta^.s. '||,.

l,,\,.,l the
'My of j'arir; he to(,k ' •tnix. Mitcivst in thr iini.rovctiicnts
:i!iil finlHllishiiiciit-; hf ua- the man who woiiM !»• arrested,
I ! two hours running:. I>y the demolition of a hoii>e.

lie lould stand 1. rawly planted on his two fei't. n„se in
'''• »'itchin<j for the fall .d" a >ton,. wlinh a mason was
'ii'iodL'in;: with a crowljar from tiie top of a wall, and did
i-t even .|iiit Iiis j)laee w lien the ston.> fell : wIumi all was over
"ir he w-oidd -ro as happy as an Aeadeinieian iit the .iamnin^'
•'! .1 iiielodrama. X'eritahjc component.- of tlie j^'reat social
'

niedv. I'hellion, I.audi^'eois. an<l the like, represent the
liiii.tioMs of the ant i. pie chorus. They weep when others
vw

p. laiiirh when evpe.ied to laii^rli, sin-:in;,' in chorus over
I'uMie catastrophes and popular rejoieinj^s, triumphant in
'i'lr own corner over the triumphs ,d" Al^'icrs. Constantino,
l.:-ii"ti. and Saint-J..an-d'rilua: eipially deploring tho death
'' \ajM,|ron and the fatal disasters of Saint-Mcrri and the
I'"- 'I'ransnonnain; rejrrcttiiijr the famous men wiio ,ire en-
i:;>'ly unknown hy them.

"^lill I'liellion showed two faces; if anv street fijrhtin;,' oc-

;

in-red he stoutly .l.'clan'd hini>..|f in the' si-rht of his neifrh-
"ic would he in his place (,n the parade .ground -of his

'-'iinent. the I'lace Saint-Miehel ; he pitird tlw L'overnment,
'le (lid his duty: h.' wouM help suppress a riot. suf)perted

" rei<rnin<r dyna>iv. and wh.^n the political trials followed
!-i'|.. excuses for the culprits. These "weather-cock" opin-
"- were harmle<s and permeated his political vi.-ws:
\iwwerahl.. for all was the -Colossus .d' the N'orth."' As

' ' Kngland, she was like the old CoiistitaUoniitl. a douhle-

|k.!'

r

i ii

I
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' :i

doalin<:^ go.-sip; In turii.s "Miuliiiivrllian Albion" and a

iiiodrl (-(luiitrv— MacliiMVcUiaii when she j()>tlc(l tlic interests

(if I' rami' oi- lnuixil Xapulcnii ; a model country \\\wn the

faults of liis gnverninciil were in ((U' -tion.

lie adinitleil, with the iiew.-])aj)ers, the democratic element,

and refused in cinivi i>atiim all agreement with the spirit

of repuhlieani-in. This >iiirii of republicanism is 1T1);5,

rioting', the '{"error." the aLrrariaii law. 'J"he democratic ele-

ment is the ilcvclojMiieiit of the midille-classes, the reign of

the IMiellious.

This honorable old man was always dignified; dignity was

the keynote of his life. He raised his children with dignity;

in tht;r eyes he wa.- always the father; he insisted on respect

being paid him at home, as he honored power and his su])e-

riors. He never had a debt. A juryman, his conscience

made him sweat blood and water as he t'(dlowed the pleadings

of a trial ; he never laughed, not even should the court laugh,

or the .I'udge or public authorities. Always at the service of

all, he gave his care, his time, all except his money. Felix

J'hellion. his son. the professor, was his idol : he thought

him capable of gaining the Academy of Sciences. Thuillier,

between the audacious stupidity of Minard and the candid

piiMfilicity of riicUion. was like a neutral elomont, but there

was in him something of each in his melancholy experienci-.

Jfe hid his addled brain by his banalities, as lie covered tlie

yellow skin of hi- >kiill uiuler the thin wisps of his gray

hair, artfully combed back by the barber.

'[n all other walks of life."' said he, speaking of the

bureau. "I coidd sunly lia\e had better luck."

He had seen the gi^od, which is jiossible in theory and im-

probable in ])ractice: the results contradicted the premises;

he would relate the intrigues, the injustice of the Uabourdin

affair.

"After that, how Tniuh is (me to believe?"' said he. '"Ah!

a ipieer thing is the administration, and I am very happy in

not having a son, so that 1 cannot see him hustling for a

piibiic- otlicc."
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(V.llovillo, always -;

iiililtT. iiivciitin'f iiis

ly, rotund. fJTood-fi'llow, joker, and

.-(iitfd llu l)<>

aiia;,n-anis. alwav:

d!

till 41 Hi;:, re pro

IIK

till' n

^ll(

tnri,'c()i> ni.'ddlcr and niockLT, tiio ability wiWir.ut
•cfss, pcr.-istont hard work witlidnt rfsuU.hnt also

^i;rntd jollity, narrow intcllii:

i!i rxci Ilciit

I'ncc. art \va.-

(laiiirhtcr.

nusician), for ho only played now t

(he was
o aniuse his

IlllS til is salon was a sort of provineial sal

'fleetions from the ever-1 ainiinLr r arisian

on lii^dited up
fii

•nty. its platitudes kept pace with the eiirront of tl

Its nie-

lie wo'rd and the thin<r—for in I'aris tl

le aire.

in: i: are like the horse and 1:

lie word anid tl110

III hv a I eijound Tl

is rider—never reached tlicro

ey waited inipatientlv for M. Minard
<n(w the truth of important mattiTs

The women of the Thuillier saloi 1 W( re all for the Jesuits
ihc men defended the ITiiversity; hut the women -eiierall}'
>tencd. A man of intell ifjenee. i

tlif Icdium of these soirees, would
f h co;i|i 1 have endured

.I ci'llH

Spl'IM'Jl

'dy hy Moliere, to hear, after a kui'; d
as this:

'i'lie Hevolution of KS!) could hav be

bavc hiii;:lifd as much as at

iv'uis XlV.-s 1

iscussion, such a

en averted, eh?
lorrowm^jT opened the wav. Louis XV an

'1st, a man with the spirit of ceremony" (he had said:
If I W(re Chief r.f Police I W()uld abolish cabriolets") "a

tniMi

X.rk

lute king—yi

ted largely to open the gulf of rcvohit

'U know all about his tJenr park con-

ckcr. a malevolent (ienevese, agitated

1011. M. dt

vese, agitated it. l-oreigners nave
:!luavs had a prejudice against France. The Maximum did
"in.h harm to the Hevolution. By right, Louis XVI. ought not
:• liav.' been eondemned

; a jury would have nerpiittKl him.
W.'iv was Charles X. overthrown? Xapoleon was a great
'i-i!i. and the details M-hich attest his genius are found in
'-'"lotes of him. He tf.ok five pinches of snuff a minute,
•"I'Uig it loose in his vest pocket lined with leather. Tie

J

- kcd .,ir all (he contractors" accounts, and went to the
l''ii- Sain*-l)enis to learn the cost of things. Talma was his

* fare awe cer/i.

ii
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friend; Tiiliim laii;:lit liiiii ^ill his j,n'>iurcs, nnd yet ho always
rcfusfil to (Iccnrair 'I'ahn.i. 'Hw i;n:|M lor iiiouiitcd puard
(iiie time fur a -ciitn uhn had lalli'ii a-li'i'p, ami Miii> savi"]

him from ii«'inir >li'it. I'or iIum' ihiiijrs the sdldit-rs wor-

shiped him. Loui.- Will., allhrni^rh a >mart man. showed
a laek of Just ire ill rcLMi'il to hirti whrn li- -poke of him a-

Moiisieiir (le r>iiiiaparti-. The fanli of the pi'i M-nt jxoverri-

nieiit i.< that it allow,- ii-.lf to lie hd. in^tl'ad of |. ,|lllIlJ,^ li

plaees itself too low. Ii ftar- rinai of eiuT^'y ; it ^hoiihl have

torn np tlu' tn'atii,- of I>i:. and (Icmandod th,. Rhine of

Europe. The minisln pla\> l nueh witli the same nu'n.""

"There, you ha\i' ilispla;.fil rnoui:h inti'lli^renee now."
said Mile. 'I'linillnT. after one of these lumin.iii.- retlection-

;

"the altar is dre>s<(l. come and play your little irame."

Tile old niai<l ended all the.-e di.-eussions. such a bore to the

womiTi, liy this su;z,i:estioii.

If all the.-e anterior f.e ts. all these ^Generalization.* had
not l)een >,'iven, as the ,Lri,-i of the arLniment. to ]irovide a fit

setting' for this story, eivine- a due idi\i .d" the -pirit of tin-

soeiety, jierhaps the drama would he the sutferer. Tlii-

sket(di is faithfully and hi-torieally truthful, and oietnres a

social stratum of some importance in this chronicle of man-
ners, more especial Iv when the political system of the vounger
branch took it as its fulcrum.

'i'he winter of the year l>:!!t was. in some sort. lh(> time
when the Tinnllier >alon atlaine<l its ^^nate-t sjilendor. The
Minards were seen thei'e nearly every Snndav: tlicv coni-

nienced hy passinir an hour there when thev were o!)liged to

attend other soinn-s, and ofu-iier than not Mimird would leave

his wife there, taking uitli him his daii;:hter and his olde-t

son. the barrister, 'ihis a-.-iduity of the .Minards was caused
i)y a meeting between Me-srs. Metivier. Barbet. and ^Minai'd.

on one evening when Ihe^e two important tenants had re-

mained later than usual to chat with Mile.
'

'huillier. M:
nard was apprised })y liarltct that the old demoiselle took of

him in the neighborhood of thirtv thousand francs in note-

each six months; and that ^he took a like amount from .Me
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livi.T, so that sli(> iimst have in iuT hamls at loast one hun-
liii li aiul ('i;.^lity tlioii.-and fraiu^.

-I l-.iii (,ii \,n„k> al luclw \,vv (riK. lakiiig onlv the host
!.imr<. Xotiiiiig Miiis inr hclLr." .-n,l ilarkt, in vnuvlu-
M'Mi. "I say that^ .-he inu>l haw ,,». Iiundivd and eighty
!ii"ii-an(l francs. I'ur <ii,. cannot give not^s for more tlian
iMiirly days at thr liank."

••^Iic lia>, ihrn. an aniaint at the Hank:-" .--ai<l Minard.
">M I l»flic\c," answcnnl I'.arhct.

In.iMlly with a -ov..rii,,r uf the I'.ank. Mmanl Icai-n..! that
W'lr. ThiniliiT had in fa. ! an a.-,-.uint tlioiv ainoniitiiK' to

'" '"" >"'i"i'vd thousand fraiu-s. ^Miarant.fd hv a deposit
' !

I'Tlv >harc> n( M.., k. 'I'hi. McuMtv ua>. hr .-aid, unnetrs-
N.ry: \\w |{ank liad the hi,i,'li..^i iv-ard fn,- a jMT.on so wvll
!-"">^ii ;is tlir iv>|„,nMh!, niana-rr ,,f (Vlrsto L..mp,-iur.s
'!l.Tir>. thr .hni-hirr .,f an r,nj.|.,yr u!in had s.vii a> many
:''!> 'if .-.rvi,-,. as thr i'.ank iiad lirm in cxi-t. !!(•.. MnJ.
'•""''"" 'i'"' 'I'll nno- uwnliauii her account in twenty

y''.-'r> She aluay.- >ent sixty thousand fran-s in notes at
''"'' -'ii'-'itli-s uhieli can,,, to ah.MM „ne hundre.l and sixty
tli'Mi.and. 'i'h,. dcjKiMtcd .-hans r^prc-cin. d ,.ne hundred
.^'d twenty tliousand fran... .„ th. : wa~ im n.k. for the""> \^cre of the fail value of m.\!\ !-iou>and fran<->. '•Jn-
''"'• ^^'"1 ''"' '"'ni'trnlhM'. "if she .~,..t u.. in tlie third
'--Hi, one hundred thousand francs ii! ih,!..s we siioukl

i'Jeci a siierle m, >lii' lias a. hou- h r own whicli
; ""' i'i'"''^^iip'd and i- wo,\ ni..re than one hundred
' ''""' ''^"''- l'»'sid-. all nie noii's com,, throujrh Bar-
'"' '•'"! Mcti., icr. and aiv thus mdorsci with four si;,n!a-
^ ' "• •'' .'ndin.L'- hi-r ou n.""

\V!i^ does .Mad-niois. lie Thuiliicr work <, hard'^" asked

;'"'''l'j
yl" M-'t^M'T, "Why, th:~ ,s ihc verv on,, for vou."

'"'''
•'•" '" '"> :'o,'l -M.'liVHr. ••! ,,;n ,1,, Letter l,v

"I'iiS one ..f my .oii.m-; my Cnclc Mctive-r has prom'-
';' '"' l'ti>in'~>: h,. ha- an vu:„u~ of a hundred thou-
'''•''"- 1" ih, ;'un,N and only two dau-diters."



38 TIIF. MIDDLE ('LA8SER

However t^ocrcl Mile, 'riuiillier mij,'lit be. staying Both-.rg

of tier atlairr- to aiiv jhthju, not even her hnrther; and al-

though >\iv aiiiasseil in one liiini) sum her ovui inv.-tnienis

and thoM' f .Mnic ThuillierV be.-^ide her own, it wa> almost

an iui[io>sil,ility that no ray of light should at length pieret-

through the hu^iiel m which she seeured her treasure.

"Celeste will lia\" two iiundred thousand francs from u.s

ill ready moiuy," said the old niaid, in eontidenee to Barl^t;

'•and Madanir 'riuiillier on the signing of her contra, t »ill

settle liiT property upon her- As for myself, my will is

made. My lirolliir is given a life interest in all. and Celoste

will have the reversion. il(msieur Cardot, my notary, is mv

executor."

Mademoiselle Tliuillier had therefore urged her lirother

to renew his old relations with the Saillards. the Baudoyers,

and the Falleix, who held a position similar to that of the

'riiiiillie!> and the Miiianls, in the (piarter Saint-Antoiiie,

where M. Saill.-ird was mayor.

Cardot. ihe iiotarv, had ])resenied a suitor in the jierson of

Maitre (loileschal. attorney-at-law. successor to Derville. a

mail of thirlv-siN. vi -.-v capable, who had paid one hundred

thousand fniiies on 1 i< connection, which two hundred thou-

sand fraiic> of a ,1,, would clear off. Minard soon cleareil

him otr the (li'ck h informing Mile, 'riuiillier that Celeste

would have for a sis .T-in-!aw the famous Mariette. an ojiera-

daiieer.

••She left thai." -aid Colleville, alluding to his wife, ''and

she (loe>n't intend ivmrning.'"

•'Monsieur (Jodesehal is altogether too old for Celeste,"

^aill Uriiiitte.

-AihI then." added Mme. 'riuiillier, timidly, "would it

not he better for lier lo marry some one of her choice and be

happy y
The poor Woman had perceived in Felix Phellion a true

love f.ir Ce!e>te, a love >iieh as a woman, crushed by Brigitte

and eliilled b\ 'i'biiiilier'- nidilVerence. who cared no more

for tlw -ocieiv of hi- wif' ihaii for that of a servaut-girl.
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.'ill Wfll (In iim ..r I)..!,!

itr TiMu- >lniiijf and hii.iil. :.>rrv('(l

:it :ir,iit, sliv nil tlio >urfa<i'. at the

iH'cn \\<

in -iihriid,.. At t wrm v-i lir--

>"uri^ man. wlm ii.nl

'U' uh.i loved It

';!' Ih-liihr. with iiirht.

d >kin. of casv tna

in so( jctv. hut cxpand-
!

lix iii'liinii was a

hroiiLdit up bv li

ariiinir t<>r n-. own sak.. He Mas (1

- nut liaii'. jri'av .I's, a nnich
nner-. vcr\ littl

'iij,ditfid. n.'viT talkii tiS n..iis<ii

<.n\i'i! to ixi'>iiciila-

, ihv-.r (ontradict-
II- anv one. uu-apalilf ..f a M.rdid tli'.ii-ht -r .in e^n.istical
< .1:. Ilia! Ion.

'T!!ai - ilii- kind of hii>l)aiMl ! sliould liav. lik*.! mine to
:• ' Mnic. TllUllll.r often luld her-elf.

\!».ii! \}i- he.irinniiii: <,[ ]>\t\, m tlie tnnni 1 of February.
•!!. jiei-H.nap's wbose >dliouette< have beiv been sketched
M n- av-end.leil in the Thniilier.-' .-alon. It was near tlie end
"f !iie month. i>arb(l and M.'tivier wailed, as thcv each
\*.i:ii.,| to borrow thirty lhoii>and francs from .Mile. i?"ri;rittt\

('•!. -le and i'rndence .Minard u.iv sittinLT loireiher. ^'oum'-
I'll'llloll listellillir to Mm-, 'rhiiillier eouhl -aze at ('ele~te.

"

<';i ibe .ithcr side of th- lire|)lace, enthroned on an easy-
'iiiw. uas the t^iieen Klizatielh of the family. di.vMd as
[il.iiiilv as when -lie was thirty year< old. f,,r ]iro,-i.erilv was
II!. iM.' to cause a chan;,'e in her babit^. ibr chinchilla hair
flu- Hirmounted by a ^Miixe bonnet ornaincnted with Cliarles
-X -'ii'.inium liower-: her Corinth-plnm colored stuif ijown
iiii-'h' have cost as mneh a> lifteen f ratio : her embroidered
'

ii:ir. tte. worth «b(mt si.x francs, hardly hid the deep heilow
["•"diieed bv the two mu-eles which attach tlie liead to the
^piiic. .\Ioi ..l. when he [liaycl AiiLru.M u- mi his latter day?,
t!.M'l 11- >terner profile liian tliis autoeratn knitter of stDck-
s::.:- f.ir her brother. In front of the fireplace posed 'rhuil-
;;• !irep;ired to receive anv arrivals; In- his -ide -tood a

y l: man whose entree had prcdiieed a lm- .it etfr^et. when the
,l'|- NT, wlio on SiHKhjy donned his Itest clothe- to act the
' 'fan. had announced ".\ronsieur Olivier \'inef."

li was here as the result id" a confidenria! hint unven by
ttrdut to this voutiir niairistrateV father, a famous public
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proscfutor. f'arilni li.nl r-tiiiialcil tlif prf^ent viiluo of the

iiKiiify to lie left to ('('li'stc at seven liiiiidred thousand
franes at !ea-t. N'iiiii"- .-on had apiirared deli;,dited at liein;'

f,'iven the privihL'e of ;roin;,' on Sunday as a <.'iiest of lli,.

Thiiilliers. I,ar;,'e iiiarriau'e-port ions in lliese days lead to tln'

grossest f(dlies withont the least slianie.

Ten niinntes after, anotlier yoiii';: man. who was eliatti!!;;

witli Thnillier hrfi.re the arrival of \'inet. raisi'd his voire in

''" heat (d" a jiojitical di>(U.--ion. nialxinir the voun<: lawvrr

do the same in liie excitement of debate. The i|iiestion wa-

the vote hy which tin' diamher of Deputies overthrew tlir

ministry of May I-.>t!i. in refusing tiie grant demanded for

the l)ue de Nemours.

"Most decidedly." said the young tnan, 'T am vorv far

from helonging to the dynastic j.arty. and I am ([uite as far

from approving the elevation of the hourgeoisie into powvr
The middle-class has no more right now than the aristocraev

had then to prei'tniiK'nce in the State. But the Frer h

middle-classes have !<et up a new dynasty for themseive^. a

royalty of their own. and how do tie-y treat it I When tlic

peo|de allowed Napoleon to elevate himself, he erected a

splendid inoniimeiilal edilice; he was proinl of his grandeur,
he nolily g:;\(. hi.- hjood and his >W(at for tlu' jnirpose of cmi-

solidating the l-jupire. liciween the niagniticence of the

aristocratic throne and th(> Im|)erial purple, between tlf

grandees ami the populan'. the bouigeoisie are menu and

niggardly, they drai: 'h'wn the powers that be to their ewj!

ignoble level, instead of trying to raise themselves. Th^

economies of the (andle-end-. of tli,. back-shops they praetic
on their princes: but what is a virtue in their storehouse- i-

a fault and a crime Im high places. I wish for many thinL'-

that woidd he good (nv the jieople. hut I woidd not hav.>

retrenched hy cuttinL.r off ten tniilions from the new civil

list. \ow almost all-powerful in Fraix^e. the bourgcoi-i-'

ought to insure the happiness of the people.—splendor with-

out extravagance and grandenr withont privilege."

Olivier Vinet's father was not in harmony at this time
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wi ih till' present ;,'(iv( Tiunciil

—

lif luid rmt yet ohiiiincd the

p. 1 11- ut' k«c|)cr of tlic .-cjils, lii> ^ffcal aiiil)iti()ii ; so tlit- v (I LIU
iiilh kiirw how to iiiiswcr.

"Villi ;irc (iiiilc ri;:hl. iium-iciir."' >ai(l Olivier \'imt.

•I'.ii! Im I'lirc paradiri;^. llic iiii(l(llc-(la>.- owes a diitv to France.

Til' liiMirv of wliicii ymi >|nak (ntnes after iliitv. That wliicli

\"'i -ii-m to tliink as wortliv of reprnaeli was a iieeessitv of

li:' ni.iiiirnt. 'I'iie Cliaiiilier i> far truni liaviii;,' a full part

li: illairs; tlie ministers wnrk i'ar !e-s for France than for

llii M-ciun. and tl'.c I'arlcnienI \vi.-hc< {n mm- a inini>trv,

likr ;l.,ii in Fnirland. wliicli has a strcn^nh (d' its own, not

;i
! llicicd, horrowed power. The day thai ihe ministry acts

i"i' ii-'lf and rcpre-eiilv the power (d' the e.\i'euii\i' in tho

(iiMilur. as the Clianihcr represents the country, will the

I' : ' iiiciil he liheral to the c-rowii. 'I'hat's the ,L;ist of tlio

Hi'"' 1'- I merely ^nve it without sayinj,' auj:hi of mv per-
-

'

il I'pinion, since the duties of my otllic reijuire, in

I' ':!it-. a species of fealty to the irown."
•l.'iixinLT the piditical (piestion," replied the youn;r man,

vi!."-r aeceiit indicated a son of I'rovi'iice, "it cannot he the
i -- MIL- ihat the hour^eoisii- have failed to undeistand their

I!! --ii.il ; v.e see jiuhlic pro.-eculor~. fir-t [iresideiits, \n'vr> of
' e. rnlini,' in omnii)U>e>. jiidi/cs v, iio have to live on

i. :r Milaries, prefects without |)rivate means, ministers in

'• '•'
:

'. hile the middle-chis.-. \\ lii> ha\e imw po>-e--i(in nf all

;

' -- places, oiiirlit to do honor tn liieiii as the ari-toeracv
: -iini riy did, and instead of holding,' them with ilie intention

•i 'Miikiiijx a fortune, as has lic-n ih'mon>trated in numerous
^'

:

"'!iil"iis ti'ials, tliiy should emplny tliemselvis iii a jirnper

' x]n'!!i|ilnre nf the revenues."

"U ho is this vounir man:"' >aid Olivier \"init. hearing
': i:' uith wonder. *'l.~ he a relative? ( 'ardot stiouhl iiave

ii"';i|'anied me the first time."

'Whn is the little monsieur:-" aske(l .\rinaril nf Barhet.
"I '••'•< .-ei'ii him here several times."

"ih is a tenant," replied Meiivit-r, dealini: file cards
'

-\ liarrister," said liarhet m a lov voice; "hv ha- a small
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I

fiuito on tho t' nl-flo„r front. OIi ! ho nmounta to littlo
Jind own- nothin;^."

'

••Whiifv liis njiiii.;-" ii.'-kfd Olivier Vinet of M. Tliuillicr.
"Tli<'n<l,K,. ,]v \u ppyrndc; lie is a barrister," whispered

Thiiillicr.

•^" ""
I round (() look at the voting' man, and Mnie.

Millard conld not refrain savin;,' to Cnileville:
"He.- a i^MiMJ-lMiikiii;.' V'liuiir fellow."
'' '''^'- "'"I'' "II aiia-rani of liis name." said Celeste's

fjither: -tile IctiiTs of Ciiarh-Marie-TheodoM' de la Pevrade
sj-ell out tills prophecv: Ki, .' Mnnsi,„r p,ii/rr(i, ,lr la do), dn
,nr.s ,t Ir rln,rr.— \U' earrful. my dear .Ma<lamo Minard, not
to .irive him your daiigliter."

"They find him nie.-r lookinir than niv son." said Mme.
IMiellion to Mnie. ('oll.\ilK. ; -what do vou think?"
-Oh! .IS for looks." replud Mine. Colleville. "a woman

mi,L--lit hcHtate hefoiv makiiii: a choice."
\'inet looked around at the roomful of middle-class people

•md lhou;rht it iniKlit not he amiss to ...xalt them ; he made out
that It was monstnnis to ny and .-^av(> out of the emoluments
of ,111 apix.intment. everything: had so increased in cost, and
.•-o on.

".My father." .slid he. in ecnieJu.Mon, "allows nie a thou-
san.l crowns a y.'ar. and. including: my salary. I can hardly
Jive in a style suitable to my position."

When the youn,- lawyer ventured on this treacherous
^Tound, (he l'rov.'n(:al. whr> luel h'd up to it. winked at Du-
tocq, just as he was .ibout takiii- his ])lace at hoiiillottr.

-I have not vei h.id the pleasure of hearing vou in court,"
said \'inct to M. de hi Teyrade.

"I am the lawy.'r of the poor; I only plead before justices
of the pe.ice." replied the Provenc.al.

\\heii Mil<.. 'riuiiilier heard the young barrister's remarks
iis to tile necessity of spending one's whole income, she took
on a most prim and ceremonious look, of which the Proven(,'al
and l)utoc(| both well knew the significance. Vinet shortly
Jifter took his leave, taking with him Minard and Julien, so
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liiit the !)jittloficl(l in front of tliu hearth was loft t

l't\r:i(lc and Dutocn.
o v<
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T!i'' liijrhcr I

(oru

iiiiHls;

f.

rgcoisio," said Dutocj to Thuillu-r. "will

'"'M.'."''"''^"'^''''
•'"''^ ''•* *''^' aristocracy were formerly wont

1 money to improve their
tn (I.). The iiohies wanted L'irls will

our parvenus of to-day want handi^ome portions to
•r their nest

'l'h;it is what Monsieur Tliuill

re[)lied the Provencal holdlv,

ler was sayinp; this morn-

"111- father," rej)li.Ml Diito,,,, •'married a (lemoisclle de
(li,iri:rl.u'nf, and he has assumed ilie ideas of the iiohdity ; he
iim-i have a fortune at whatever cost ; his wit\- keeps it up in
r.\;.l fashion."

'

"••li!" said Thuillier, stirred up hy the envy of the
iiii'i'llc-chiss ajrain.-t each oilier, '•turn "sui h people out of
th.ir places, and down they u„ i,, the mud tliev spran-^
iT^lu':• •

' ""

Mile, 'rimillier was so rapidly kniltiiijr that she might ho
Slid u, have hecn a machine thai was driven iiv steam.''

\"u you can come in the '^nuu; Monsieur I»ui()c,|.-' said
-Mil;.'. Millard, as she rose. "My fed are c..hl."" she added,
-MiMi: to tlie lire, which iiwulr the i.'old on her tmhan scintil-
h'l Ilk.' fireworks in the liirht .d" the candles in ih,. haii^'in<;
•Aup.re,- wliieh vainly strove to illuminate the siiadous
.-;ili'ii.

il' IS hut a Saint-dohn. ihi.- suckling-hamster I"' said
Ml:-. Minard, ghmcing at Mile. 'I'liuillicr.

•A Saint-.lohn. say you?" said the I'roveiKal. "that is
t\(i,.|jnjr|y witty, nuidanie

""

• I'.iii uiadame is witty at all times," said Handsome Thuil-

Mnc. Colloville was studying the ]'roven('al at this time,
- i "niparing him with young JMiellion. who was talking
uv!. (Vl,.<te, without trouhling himself with what was going
'''^ir..mMl them, so ir affords a good opportunitv to de.serihe
•li - lingular person who played a great n'.le among the
llHiillirrs, and who merits the appellation of a great actor.
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'riicri' (\i't>: ill I'rnMiitc. ['atiioihirlv at tlic ]><irt of Avi-

j.'Pi.tl. a r:\<-v ..( Illrll Willi l.liliil (If eh. -Hint liair. uf (|fll(;it.'

An iiini iiiiiici^l \\fnk i\t«. wliost juipils iii'f ralliiT ^nl't, laliii,

fir LiiiLMii-liiiiL'. lliaii I'htv. anh'iit. <>r il.'cii. a< tlm-c nf Sniitli-

rriici> ii.-iiallv arc It may he ..h-rrM-d. Iiv iIh' way, that,

aiii'iii;,' Ciiishan-. a iirn|i|c -uIiJim t to -mill. II Ills nf I'liry ami

daML'ii'un a!r_'(i>. oiif "I'lfii iMK MiiiiliTs liluiuis of a|»|iaii'iitlv

[lav-nr iijiiin-. 'I'll' I'air ( ninplixiniicil nun. ajit In Im-

--|,,i Willi ililM I'Vr-. LTccIl iir lilllc. ;iiv tlic Wnl-I S|l('rli'- 111

I'rnMiiic. ami ( 'li:iil(--Maii(-'l'li('n(ln>r> i\v la Tfyraili' airnnlcil

ji tin.' i\|ii' of till- race. \\\\<<>v cnii.-t il lit iiiii would amply

p pav i\aiiiiiiali"ii mi ihc pari "f nitdual ^(•i(•ll(•^ ami pliilu-

^oiiliiial |ili.Mn|i,._'v. Tli.'iv i> III '.ir iiiakr-iip a species nf

liilc. of liiitir liiiiiior. uliicli iiioiiiii- lo ihcir head, rciidcrm!.'

tlu'iii capalil" of firocioiis (l.id-. done appaniitlv in iuld

Mood, li.-ulliiii: from an iiitcinal drlinuni. this Hirt ol

diinili r.i^'c is irrccomilal.ir with ilic (ii!miif» of their beiiifrii

look.

|{o'n ill the m'i,i,dihorliood of .\vi<:iion. tlio yoimi; I'm-

veniiil was of medimn lici,i.'lit. \\ill proporl loiu'd, rather stmii,

of duii eom|d(\ioii. not livid, not pale, not tlorid. Imt

j,^'lalinoiis. for that \'.\rv can only ho lliiis descrihed. II:

,,v, , coldlv lil'ic, isvu- rally wore a dece|>tive air of nielaii-

choly. wli li no doiil>i luid \'<<r wonieii a ;rreat charm. Ili-

lii,Ldi forehead ilid le.i lack nobleiie-. Iii> li-hl chcsinnt hnir

Ihiii. with a natural curl al the ciids. ajxreeahly liiiislied ii.

His nose ua- ex.ielly tlial of a hiintin,;,' do^r—hroad, cleft al

the tip, in<inisiti\e, inteHi,<rent, pry in-:, always alert : it la I'l

g 1-iialiire. 1ml >h.iA,d irony and sarcasm; hut this douhk-

I'aeed nature was i>iily to ln' d.tected when he was oil' his

jruard—a thiiii: ulndi rarely liapjiened ; it was only wlieii li<'

was in a fnr\ that he vented the sarcastic wit and saiire wliiih

jioixined his infernal jesting'.

His mouth uas pntiilv slia]>ed, his lijis were red and like a

])omej:ranate, seeiiiiiv.' to he the marvelous instrument of .1

voice of which the niediuiii tones were sweet, 'i'heodose n,-iially

tipoke in that re.i.nster, the higher uutes of which vibrated hkc
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Is i)f a K'>"K- 'I'll*' fal^'ito wa- tin- voico of h

4fi

IS norves
iin'l ill- rap'. Ili^ face, (l.iiii<l(.| n( rxpn .»ir»ti Ity lii.« ii.nirul

1.- inaiiiiir, \»lin h aidiriltd uiih the tuliii, j»n«'.,t-
k. ,1- I'v.il il

111' aiior of his face. ua.» full of nxrv.- and iiin|iri(t

It lip IV was a (rrtaiii phaiicv in lii> lifariii^', wliicli wiiliout

t'li iMif iiiici fawiiiii;: nr will ((I I in;,', did not lack an aliracl ion,
was iiol III lif cxplaiiKil in liis ab.- c'licf. Attrudivv

uliiii it lia> il> soiin-f 111 tlic Ill-art, li'avcs dnji i

Ml-; when it i.« artiliiial, it has, liki' flo<|ii('nii', hut t

III-

rlll-

!• iMi. tniiniphs; it r.-aclics it> aim.- at any cost. I'.iii how
:•

' .

i

lhinMi|ihrrs arc thtiv (oniiiiiciH todrcidi? (ioiicrallv,

i-> ii-r .1 |iu[>idar |)hrasc, the trick is doiic h. iorc ofdmai-v

['-t'' di-.ri\cr tlic iiiciiiod. |-;\cr\ihinx iihoiii tlii.- VMiuig
iNiii -nrir-jicMidtd uilli liis nal ( haraclcr. Hi' f<illoucd his
III' i';:iiM.n in cidtivatin;,' phihiiithfopy, the only won! which
'I!! .HMuiiit for ••|»hiiaiitlirnpisis." 'I'hcodoM* lovcd "the
I'i'i'. I'lil this did not iiKliidc a lo\c for liiinianiis. As
li'-iii' iiltiiri>t> -nvc thcMi>c|\ ip to rose-, t' alilia-, to piiil'

-' r:iniiiiii-. ami care nothing.' lor any species outside of
rlin-eli holdiy, this VoUIILT i»o( ilefoilcanld-i iiaiiconrt de

\ 'I hiin-eif to the workmen, the proletariat, the wretches of
'il' i.iiili..iiras Saint-.lac.pic- and Saiiit-Maneaii. (ienius in
'I-:'--, llie modest pour t\{ the lower clas.-e-. he rejected
' ill i!ie claims of his chanty.

\' n-- ail mainacs the heart re.-enihle- those boxes with
"-I iii'iiiients in which sii^rar-plums arc arraii^'d in assorted

'^iiuiii (uifiiir Irihiirrr \~ their device ; tJiey measure eadi
There arc plnlaiithrnpists who have oidv

ii;t\ l,\ I 11' dose

"T the sins of condemned criminal. Ccrtainlv vanitv
ilic root of all philaiiilirojiy. i,iit in otir I'roverical it

•deulatioii. a part to he jihiyeil. a hypocrisy liberal and
I'litic, played with a |

hrwd
II licet loll no actor could liavc

I*' did not attack the ridi. he contented himself
not uiiderstandiii;; llieiii; he accepted them. In his

,;

'" ''\t''".v <>"<• should enjoy the fruit of his own labors.

leen jit one time a fervent

uih

i' knowledp'd himself as having.' 1

Ic of Saint-Simon, but this was an error only to be
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;iM riliri] til till' |';iiiit.~ (.f i\i nriic vniitli. An arJi'iit Catholic,

likr ,ill !lic |M.ijilr n( III- (li>tri(i, he :i 1 1 1'lidi • 1 early mass and

i-niiccal'il hi- jiii'iy. Ilr v,a- like al! |ihila!itlinipist.- in that

he \va^ MTiJiiJIy iia I -i riiniiiiai- ; In- _u'a\i' iKithini; to the poor

lint his linii', lii.- (iiii!!,-! i. hi- ciniinciHc and >ucli nKmcy as he

conld i>ln<k rrnm ih.r ui.iliiiy. Ilunt.-. and hiack clothes

wovu nntil iIk' ream- had limiini' while, enniiin-ed his eos-

tnini'. NaUire liad dnm' nineh t'nr 'rht''od'i-e m not ^ivin^

liini thai virile, reiimd Southern lieaniy. uhieh creates in the

iniairinal inn ,,{' dther- d.'inan'l- which few nun can satisfy.

Ilasinix no dilllenlty in jiha-iiiL'. lie wa-. a> the Inupor suited

liini. deli-ht fnlly atlraeli\(' or very eornnionplaee. Never

since ins admission into the Thiiillier hon-e had he dared, as

tliis evening.'', to rai^' iiis Noiee, and pnt on sweh an ant'i-

crat ic air as he liad jii-t doiu' w iih n|l\ jer \'inet : hut per ha [is

'i"li(''iido-e lie hi l'e_\rade iiad not heen -nn'y to eonie out from

the >hade in uhieh he had liilherlo kept hiniscdf. Besides,

it was iieces-ary to i,'ei rid of this younj: !na^i>trate as the

Minanls had previously ^hut out the advocate (lodeschal.

Like all snpei-ior minds.— for he was not laekinir in ability,

—

\'inet had not lowered liini>elf to the point where these hour-

p:<H)is ^pider-wei)s could he .-een, aiid. like a fly, had j^'oiio hoad-

lon;: into the almo,-i in\i~ihle snare into which Theodose had

enticed liiin hy one of tlio-e ti'iek- which would not have

heen .-uspecied h\ a nmre aeiite man even than Olivier.

To (inisli thi.- p. 'H rait "I' the Advocate of the I'oor. it may
not he ami-s lo relate his ih'liuf into the Thuillier family.

Tiieodo-e liijit collie to I'aris touai'd the end of the year

IS.'fT : he had heeii admitted a- an attorney live yt>ars pre-

viously, and he then went throiiLdi !ii~ term in I'aris to he-

conie a barrister ; hiii -nme unknown ciiN iimstances. as to

whicli he retained .-ihaice. had |nvvenied him from bi'ing

duly rcirislereil as a harri>ter in Pan-, and so he still remained

an aJtornev.

lie furnished his thii'd lloor a-; hehlted his profession, for the

order of ad\ncati's doi , not admit a lu u brother r.nle.-s he has

a suitable ollice and rili,'ai-\- ; and it takes inea.-ure- -i verify
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ihcsc fiiftp, iiml so Tln'Midosc l)('caiiK> an advooato in tlic

\-;>izc ("I'l . Tlu' wlii.lc of tlu' year ls:iS was irivcii u]> to

this chaii^. in his silviatinii; lie Nd a ]MTtV<'tIy ivLmlar life;

li,' ^tll(li((l in tlu; iiinniini: till liiiic Inr .liiiiitT. soiiictiiiu'S

^Miii','' to the courts to listen to important ca-cs. Havinjr. with

(ii!!iciilty, made friends with iMitoctj. lie lielpi'd some unfortii-

iMtis ill the fauliour,iX Siiiiit-.lacijUes, whojn he had reeom-

liieiided. by arguing' their ea>es hel\)re the triliunal; out of

riiarity he obtained for them the intere.-l of pleaders, who,

t.v the statutes, take eaeh his turn in drfeiidmg the eaiisert

nf the impecunious; and by taking nom' Imt aiisohitely sure

I afc? he gained eacli (me. lie thu- made a connection witli

s-nie hiwvers, these jiraiseworthy etrnrts made him known,

a;ul he soon became a ngistered member of tlie Paris bar. He

lM(ame the advocate of the jioor before the justices of the

i.eaee, and was always the protector of the cnmnmn people.

Ihese services of Theodose"s caused his clients to express

iheir gratitude and admiration in the lodges of the janitors,

li'.d. in spite of the young advocate's injunctions, a gooil many

.if these traits witc retailed before their masters. Delighted

u< have so excellent and charitable a man as a tenant, the

I'huilliers were desirous to attract him a:- a fretpicnter of their

siion; they (piestioiied I)utoc(i aluuit him. The clerk spoke

hke an eiivious man; while <loin^' the young man justice,

he said that his avarice was .-something remarkable, though

liiat might be caused by his pnverty.

"I iiave incpiired about him. He belongs to the la Pev-

Tades, an old family of the county ef Avignon; he came here

ai the end of 1S'"> to look up an uncle who jiosm'SsciI. or was

siipjio.sed to jtossess. a considerable fortune; he iinally dis-

(civered this relative's residence three days after the death of

tile old man. and the sale .d" the etFects of the deceased only

ju>t sulliced to pay his debts. .\ friend of this useless uncle

;ri>sed o!ie hundred louis ujinii iiim. and told him to seek

* i- f'lrtune hv engaging in the study of the law. and to try for

•le higher walks of his jtrofession. 'i'his hundred lonis de-

frayed all his expenses for more than three years in I'aris,
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wh.Ti' he l';ii.'(l lil^c ;iu ;i I H'l lun tc ; hill. ii> lie w;i- uiialjlc to

I'ml his iinkiniwii hmrfiM im-. ihf \<'>nr >iuili'iit -iitlVivd I'rom

the Li:n'iitf^t (ii-lrr-- iii I •^''•''k

"lie ihni. Ilk,' ;ill iiiciiii.ito. innii'l 1i> poliiio ami litera-

tiirc. harclv anh' \n >u\)\h,v\ hiii.-i'lf; for hi^ I'athiT. the

v()ini,i:i':-I limtlicr (if ilir iiiirh' wliu had du-d iii the IJiii' dcs

MoiiiraiiN. ha~ clivcii chihlrrii liMiii: with hiin nii a littli'

dniiiaiii calhd ('a!i(|iin,-||cv. At hniilli he t:"! "u liir >ta)r of

a iiiiiii-lcnal \<;i\<rr cditrd liy llic I'aiiio'i- Crrizrt. 'I'hi' jrov-

('riiiiHiit. aflir this man h't'i hi> own pariv to >u|i]iorl ihciii,

did iioi |)!T\ciiI his licinj,^ ruiiii'd liy thi lJi'iiul)liians. I his

will account for his liciii.i,' at the pn -oil liiiic a mere copyiiii,^

clerk under inc.

'•Well, uheii Ccrizcr wa.- lloiiri.-hiii<,'—who i~ a riirhl ^rood

sort of a fellow, hilt a little too J'otid of the women. }i>n)i\

chciT. and dissipation— lie hcfriemled 'I'lieodo-e and \\a~ very

useful to !iim. In 1^:'>1 and I
>:!">. he wa- a.irain jiretly hard

up, iii)twithstandin:r hi.- talent. f(ir his w^rk on a mini>terial

newspaper told apiinst him. 'lliit for my reliirions jirinci-

ples." he said to me at tliat lime, l should throw my-elf into

the Seine." I'>iit at la>t it seems that his nnele"s friend heard

of his straitened circiimslanee- and ai;ain came to hi> relief;

nioiiev enonirh was sent to enahle him to I'eceive hi> diploma,

i)Ut he never h'anied the 'lame or ali^'de of his my-terious

protector. After all, under ile-e . ir<-iim>tances economy is

exciisahle; and it ivcpiires streii.Lnli <'f ch.araeler to refuse the

fees iri\en !iv the ]ioor devils whose suits lu' has trained. It is

disirraeefnl to ,-ee people -peculating: on the inahility of un-

fortunate wn'tehes to pay in advance the expenses of suit.-*

unjustlv hroii.uhl aL'amst theiii. lUit he will jxct on ! He will

secure a i)rilliant position; he ha> tenacity. ])rot>ity. and

roura,<re! He studie.-—he jier.severes."

N'otwithstandinL;' the favor witli which he was rcct'ived, he

did not thrust liimself upon the 'I'hiiiUicrs ; hut heiiiL^ accused

of reserve, he went more frtM|uently than at first. He was

invited to all their dinners, and if at any tune he called to

see Thuillier ahout four o'llock he would join their meal,

tukin.L' "pot Uiek"; Mile. Thuillier suyuig lo liersdf:
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"Wo iiro -lire tii.n that tin- i)""r \onu<i '»"" 'li^^ •^'"f'<^

.11.

A M.ciiil phriioiii-'iKiii, which luu-i f.Ttaiiilv liavf hocn

:,-,r\r,i. !,iit uhuii lia> not hilhrrtn Livn foriiralatcd. or puh-

1,-h.a. if vuu will, althnii-h it dc-crvrs lii'iii^' (-^tahlir^hcd. is

'rA\ of a Pinrn to the hahil-. ji'sts, and iiiainiri'> of llifir

: villlllive cnllditinll ,>{' (•ftaill [icuplr. who ffnm V.iuth 1(> old

u- hav.- i-aiH'd tlK'iiiM'lvr,-. ahoVf it. So I'huilinT iiad.

::.Mr;iilv >i>rakiii-. iv1;i|.-imI into tho jiortcr".- >oii; 1h- would

-,• >onic of hi> falh.T'.- Imlr jokr.-. and at h'li-th jM.nnitt.'d

•
, ;,|,jM.:u- on the -iirfac" of \u- life in liis (lo<dinii!,i: years a

ill' of ih.' mud of his early da.ys.

Ahout flvi- or si.\ tiino a month, when the souj. was good

, 'd thirk. he would say. as if it were H.mething (juile lU'W^:

••'rhi> >hiii soup is hettor to g^t than a kiek on the shin.s."

Hearing this j<.ke for the iir>l time. Throdoso. who did not

I, MOW ii.lo-.t liis gravilv and laughrd with sueli lieartinoss

mat Thiiillier, nand>oin"e 'rhuiUier. frit lli^ vanity immensely

iirkled. such as it had never heeii hefore. This explains why

oil ill,' same morning of the soiree, wliile walking in the

jardeii with 'rhuillier to ohs-rve the etrrets of tlie frost, he

I, ad said: •
•

i u-

"You are more witty than you thiidv '." and had received this

iinswer:

••In any other career, my dear Theodo.^e, 1 should have

...,i ahead, hut the Kinperor's fall l)roki' my neck."

-d'here i> vet time for von." said tiie young advocate.

liou did that mountelKink Coilevilleget the Cross?"

There. Mail re de la I'eyrade touched the raw jdaee that

i iiuillicr had liiddiai from all eyes, even th(we of his sister.

v.h,, knew nothing of it; Init this young man. interested in

-iiidvmg all the bourgeois' traits, had gue>>ed the secret envy

..iimg lip the heart of the e\--nh-ehi«d*.

-If you. with all y(Uir e.xperience. will honor me hy being

-i.i.ied' hv mv ee:iiise'l," the ].hilaiithro|.ist went on. "and more

liian all' will ne\er speak -f our compact with any person,

not even vour e.xcellenl sister, at lea^^t will .ut uiy consent, I
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will iiniliTt.'ik'i' til li.MVc ynii (]c((irat 1(1 witfi the afclamatious
"t' till' u'hiilr i|Martcr.""

'•Ill if uc iniild Init m i-i)in[ili~li this."" 'I'lnnlliiT had ox-

(lauiM'l, "vmi (i.iiTt kiK.u uliat I umild dn \''<r vuu !"

'rh!> uill i'\|ilaiii uhv 'rhiiillicr had sn vi>iii!v piitfrd liim-

si'lf nut. when 'I'hr'udoM' li.id bwii so audaciuu!; a.- to protror

him ad\i(i'.

I 'I 'he art~. ami ]icTlia[)-; ^[(diurt' ranked liypncrisy in the

arts hv always (•las>in^' Tamiirc with thv coiiicdiaiis. tlien;

(\i>ts a pitch <if piTt'cction almvc talent to which only ifciiius

"•all attain. There i- -o little ditl'crciicc hctwecii the work of

^'cniiis and the wurk of talent that the nian 'd' L'cniii- only can
appi'eciatc the di>iance which -I'paratc- Raphael from Cor-
fc,L''i:io. 'I'itian from Riihcn-. Moreover, people of ordinary
cafiacity are (d'leti deceived in this respect. The stamp cf

^'cnius is a certain appearance of facility. Its work is likely

to apfiear. in a word, ordinary a' (he iirst look, it is jihvays

so natnral even in the ino>t elevated suhjects. Plenty of

peasant-women carry their children the same way as the cele-

Ijrated .Madonna of itnxl.n carries hers. Inde»'d, the acme
of art, in a man of such strcii,i:tli as Theodo>e. is to have said

of him later: ".Ml the world would have been taken in!"'

.Vow, in the Tliuillier salon Tlieodose .siw the dawning of a

spirit (d' opi)o.-iti(m. In Colleville he saw the clear, eritical

insitrht of an unsuccessful artist. He knew that ('oll(>ville

<li(l not like him: ('(dleville had hegun to believe in his

anairrams; none of them had failed as prophecies. As an
employe he had heen mocked at for haviiiir rendered Auguste-
.le,an-l- raiieois Minard"s anagram

—

/'(Uiidsxai itnr si grainh'

forliiiir. iir I ama-ed -ueli a large fortune. Minanl was then
vi^ry poor, hut afti r ten y.'ars events had justilied the anagram.
.\ow Theiidu>e"s anagram was unlucky. His wife"s, too,

made him treinlde: he had never told it to anv one. for Fhivie

.Minard Colleville gave: /v; ririllr (' * * *,"/,,>//< fliiri, vole

(Old Madame ('.. a iilighted name, steals).

Several times Theodo-e had made advances to the jovial

secretary of the mayor, and had felt himself repulsed by a

coldness unnatuiul iu a inau so accessible.
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After tho giiinc w;is ciulci], ('nll»\ ill^ dnw ThuilluT aside

-ai'l

"Vdu allowed this ailvnrate to stop a hit Ino far. He was

)iie ton forwanl in tin's eveiiiii'''.- f-onver.-atioii."

'I'liaiiks, iiiv frienil, a mail wanuil is twiee arnied

uered 'riiinllier. iiiockinjx in liis .-lee\e a

Mailaine," .-aid 'I'heodose in llie ear of

I Colleville.

the |iioiis Mnie

( elli'ville, for lie foiild .jiid;.^' ihat <'o||,\ilIf wa.- s])eakinj;

i'( iiim to 'I'liuillier, !)elie\e ine. if any one h.^re can a|i|irec:ato

•loii it is niy.-elf. ( »n >eeinji vuu, any one unnld ^ay. here i^

rl fallen in the mire. Von are still under fortv-two.
I' -a

I' a woman is onlv as oii| as slie >eein.- : nianv a woman o.f

:, fly, not at all to lie coniipared \\i|h yon, wonld oidy he too

i'.,|ijiy to have your tall, suhlime flixni'e and lively face on

'. iiieli Irivo has si't its stamp uiiliont ever lia'.inLr lilleil the

v'lid in your heart, ^'on lia\e ^M\en yoiir>elf to (iml. I know.

I .-iin too rflij^ious to ui.-li to he more than your friend: hut

\ -11 h;ive i^iveii yourxlf to llim for the rea>on that yoii have

, vir found a man worthy of you. Certainly yoii h.ave hwn
i'A.'d, hut vou ha\(' never heeii worshiped. l>ut here eomei?

iir iiushand, who has never heeii aide to provide a position

i' I' you in harmony with your deserts; he hates Tiie itecause

i
• inia<,nnes that I should dare to love you, and thinks to

! ndcr my sjieaking to you, as he >uspeets that I may he ahout

I' iling YOU that I think I have i'oiinil a spliore for you in

•'hich is your high destiny. No, madame," said ho, in a

: 'lalcr voifo. "it is not .\hhe (iondi'in who this year is the

Li nton prt^K'luT in our hunihle churth of Saint-Ja(i|ues du
llnut-I'as: it i< Monsieur d'Kstival. one of my eonipatriots,

^l'|.> devote,-; himself to pfeaelling for the henefit of the poorer

riassos, and you will hear one of the most impres>ive preaoh-

ir; that 1 know, a priest of little attrattiveness outwardly,

' :! what a soul I"

'i'hen my desires will he aeeomplished." .-aid poor Mme.
Thiiillier ; "I never could at all und<'r>tand our famous
; Mcliers."

\ faint smile was noticed on the lips of Mile. Thuillier and
: those of several others.
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"Tlicy (iccupv tun iiiiK h 111" lii.if (li.MMiiir^r m tlicoloiTiciil

(lctii(in>trai inii- : tin- Im- l"iii iii\ I'liiiii"!! I'^r -unif time,"

siiii! 'riiripiiip-c. "iiiii I lU'MT i;ilk rfli'ih'ii, .111(1 ciiilv tli.it

MiKhunr -/. CnllcVllll
""

'Thrl-c ;\yr. lllcll. i li nii i||>| fill jdlis ill ihcoluLry r" <)lU'rif(j,

iniiiicciil l\ , llir priirc.-,-iir nf miiilifiii;it ic-.

"1 riiinml iliiiik, iiinii,~iriii-.'" ri.|ilif(l 'I'lirudn-i., jdiikiiii; at

I-V'li.v I'liclliiiii, "ihal Vdii a-k liial i|iif>tiuii >criMii~|y.""

'"I'V-lix." >,-li(l i>\<[ i'llcllinll. culllillLr |)n|li|i Tdll-ly In lllr hi'l|)

(if liis sun. as lie iidtdl an cxiiro-iiiu >•( pain <'\\ Mine 'riiiiil-

lici'"s i'ai-c; |-'cli\ (li\hli'S rcliiiinn inln I\wi (a|.';.i-uri(- : li,.

n.LMnI,- it fr'Hii ilic lniinan .-laiuljiDiiit and I'foni tlu' divine;

traditH'n and rca>nn.""

"Wliat Ihtcsv. ninnsiciir !" -aid 'i'h(''(Ml()-('. RcliLMnii is

one ; it places faitli iict'nr" all."

Old I'liellidn. confounded with tins speech, locjked at his

w i f (

:

"It is time, my dear
"'

And 111' looked at the clock.

"Oh I Monsieur l-'(''li\.'" said ('('Icr-tf. in a \vhis[)er to the

candid inatlicinat ieiaii. '(.innot you. like I'ascal and Ho>suct,

hi- at the same time wise and piou>?""

'l"h(> i'hcllion- IcaviiiL'. the Coilrvillcs soiin followed, and

none remaincil hut l>iitoci|. 'rh(''odo-c. and the Thuiiliers.

'l"he ll.-itteries ilddresse(| iiy '{"Ih'mhIox' to l-'lavie were of the

coiiiiiionot (haracler. hut it >hould he remarked in the in-

terest "f this story that the advocate studied the-e viili^ar

npirits; he >aiie(l on their waters, he spoke their laiit;uai:e.

His painter was I'iei-re Orassou, not .Fo>e]ih Hrid.-iu : his novel

was "{'aul and N'lririnie." The ,i,M-eate>t living: poet tor him

was ('a>iniir Delavii^ne: in his eyes the mis-ion of art was

utility. I'arnientier. IIk iintlinr nf Tlic I'n/nld. was to him

wiwtli twenty I(aphael>: llie man in the hliie cloak appeared

to him as "A ."^ister of Charity."' These exjiressions of

TluiillierV he would at times repeat.

''I'his yonuLT IMiellion." said 'i"li(''odo-e, "is a product of

the universitv of our time, the outcome of a science which has
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!^lni^ll(•li (ind. Wliiit :iiv \\r (niniiiL' t " •' I't'li;:inri uIdTIO

,111 -aw' KrMiici'. Ii 1- till' t't'ar nf lidl alMiir wliicli can

t, .ri\<- II- I'rniii ilif tlii(A(i-\ (iin-iaiitlv jmiiil' nn in mir

Mil->'l|n|(|s. wlllrh rill- illlu llir -ulllli|r-I I'urlimi'S. \ »u all

\r I MTpi uarfarr in tlir lnKmn of Vi)nr family I"

Willi till- -lircwii liaranLMH' 'riH''iiilii-r unit aua\. after liid-

ii:r .L'lMiiJ-iii.irlit tn ilh' thfr.' 'riiuilliiT*. acd '111 |ia II ii'd liy

I
hi|ii('i|.

••'I'liat yniiiii: man i- full of rLv-ourn's,"" said iIh' .--riilcntiuU!*

rhiiillnT.

••>'(•>. nil mv faith." rrpliid Hriu'ilti'. putting: nut tho

limps.

"lie is r-'liiiioiis." said Mmr. 'i'liiiilli.r, U'ln^' tli»- first to

•'Mnsifiir." sai<l Pluliinn to Collcvillc. wlim tlifv reached

the Scliodl nf Mini's, and after lie had looked afoiitid to sw
t!ial no one '-ould o\erlieiir liiin: ""l >iirr('iider to the >u|>erior

I
Mowiedi.re of others. Vet I euniiot tiiit See that this youn<^

Mhocate jdavs tln' ina>tei- jn.-l a bit too inmh at the Tlniil-

' • rs".""

'It's iiiv private opinion."" said Colleville. who was walk-

:i!i: with IMiellion hehind lii^ wife. ('ele>te, and Mine. I'hellion,

hat he is a .le-iiit. and I have no likim,' for tho>e persons

—

hest <t{' them are no iT'iod. To me. a .lesuit is craft incs.^*

;

'
< I heats with intent ; it is a plea>nfe for him to deceive, and.

the saving sroes. to keep his hand in. 'rhat"s my opinion,

•id 1 have no hesitation in uivinir i'-""

"! iinder-tand voii. niosieiir."" replied I'hellion. who had

::;\en his arm to CollevilU".

\o. .Monsieur i'hellion."" remarked Flavic. in a shrill

.nire. "vol! don't Understand ( 'oUeville ; Imt 1 well know

Vir nicanin.Lr. and it would he lie,~t for hini to >ay no more.

i'vut these sniijects are not snilahle for diseu-sion in the street

.;! eleven o"c!oi k, and in the pre>e!Ue of a youmr person."

"^ on are (piite riL'lit. my wife,'" said Colleville.

As thev Itade each olln-r ^'oo(l-nij,'hl, at the corner of the

!;!!e !)en.\-K"liseSj Felix said to CoUeviilo:
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t!i:

••MMiiHriir. \niir "<u riMtiicM- cnul.l. Ity luinj,' pushed,

,.„i..r till' IvmI.' I'oUiti iiiii'iii"-. I "ITiT to il^.-i^l limi in piissiii^'

till' r\;llllili;itliin till.- \i .If.

••'I'll. It i- iHM t;M..il |m rrfii.-rl thank vmi, my frit-nd/' said

('nil. \ lllr ; "Ui' UlM iilt.'llll In it."

'•( ini.d !" -;iid I'hi'lllull In lli> soil.

"Til, It i~ Mtv ;:",(! of you."" rxclaiitird Ins mother.

'•\\"!i\, ulial IS tlnTi' 111 it
'"" a-kcd Felix

"•riiat i- a clrv. r m.-tliod of paying' eotirt to the parents of

(I. .
!,.,•

•Mav 1 iir\.T -o|\,. aiiothrr iifohlnn if I ever pive it .•^uch a

liioii;:lii."" ixrlaiiihd tlir Noiiii'j' pfoffs.-op. "I fouiid. hv talk-

iii-r to the voun^;- Collrviilr. that I''raii(,ois had a vocation for

iiiai!M'inain>. so I thou^^'ht it only my duty to >o inform hi^

f.atlMT
"

"(iood. iiiv son :" ri'iMMiKJ IMicllion. "I would not have

you olhiTwi-o. My u i>lir< aiv ;:ninti'il-. in my son I tind

|irohiiv, honor, and evi-ry j.uhlic ami private virtue I eaii

desire."

After ('(li-.to had ironc to hed. .Madame Collfville said to

h' hu-liaiid :

•Collrvilli'. diiii't he so riMdy to crndrly pronounee jud;:-

111, .III nil pioplf uuh-s you know thcni thorou<,ddy. Wlien

you ,~piak of .l(-.iiit> I know y(ui are tliinkin;.' of priesti^. and to

'n\)\\i:r mr 1 iiiiist hr.L' you to lie iiiore eareful in expre.ssini;

vour opinions mi ri'liL^oii in the prescni-i' of your dauj^liter.

\Vc an- our own m.i-trr> in resjicct to sacriticin<r our own souls,

liut not ihoM' nf our children. Do you wi.-h to see your

dauLrlitcr a .rcatiire without rcliijriimy licsides. my dear, we

arc at the nicicv of ihc world : we liave four children for whom

to provide: can you >ay that at some time or other you may

not need the help of this one or that one? Do not make

eneniio: vou have none; ycu are a e'ood fellow, and tliank-^

to that iiuality. wh ii i> >o ehaianin-r in you, we have got

aloniT in life pretty >niooihiy thus far
""

••'i'herc. that will do!"" <aiil Collcville, who had thrown

his coat over a 'h.-iir and was now reuioviiiir hi:- cravat; "I

, „. „:.,i,. 1 ..tW.!! U'Livii'
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"At tlif first fliiiiiif. iiiy jolly lunil)," said tho cunning
.flier, putt in).' Iicr lui.-hand's cIk-i kr-. 'Mx- politi* to that littlo

. r;itf: he is a sly oiif; Wf ntcil hiin nn our side. lie in

.11- ii pari, eh? Well, play the cntrH'iiy witli liini ; lie

.ippaniit dupi'. and. if lie is Miiart. if lii' has u futiirt',

i,> liim yiiur friend, 'riimk yon that 1 want to si'e y<>u for-

r tlie inayor i,( an arrnndi.--eiiieiit
!'""

CnMle here. Wife ('nljevilie.'" said the old clarionet nf tJH"

' ra-Coiniijiie, l;iiiL.diinj^' and tap|)in;,' on his kines as a >\'^n

ins wife to jiereh then on. "let us toa^t oiir loe< and chat.

' n I look at you I am niorc than ever eoiivineed ..f this

ill. that the youth of wurneii is in tiieir lii,'un
"

And ill their hearts
"

III hoth."" aii.-wereil Colleville; "a lii;ht figure and u
\v heart

"

"No. hijr silly—dee[)."

\\ hat IS so nice alioiit you is that yon have [ireserved vour
!• -h conipU'xion without growing fat ! Uui. then—von have

ill hones. I tell you uhat. I'iavie, if I had to hegin life

!• again I should not widi for any oilier wife than tliee,"

"And you know very well that 1 always liked you hetter
•' n the others. How unfortunate that nionseigneur is dead !

1' vou know what I should like?""

No."
A joh under the city, a j)laec at ahout twelvo thousand

!: Mes. soujvthing like a cashier's, either in this municipality
>

I iit Poisey. or as agent."

"I'lithcT would suit me."

Well. then, if that nion.«tor of an advocate could di>

- "'thing; he can intrigue, you may he sure. I'll sound
' '!i—just leave him to rue—and more than all el.-e. doift

! .< k against his game at the Thuiliiers"."

riieodo-e had touched the sore spot in Flavie Colleviiie's

' It, and this deserves an explanation which ma v. perhaps,
^' a synthetic touch on the lives of women.
\t forty years of age, a woman, particularlv if she ha3
led the poiM)ned apple of passion, hecoines aware of a
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Milium ill -.Hi ; -li.- |iinii\r> ih.il lui> i|imi!i> arc Ikt- : il'-'

lliMlh nf llli' iiM'h .lli'l ihr ili.llll 'if till lii;Ut. IllVullIl^' WO-

llicll llitn \\\" 'JVi;\\ I .iti-'TH - ulinli illi-\vir In til' 'iilnlli'ill

ill. a iif ili'iii. ilir mi.imI1iiI Miliimi- am! iIh^ i iiI|i.iIi|i-, iI i-

|ifiii,i--ili|i- 111 -a\, iImI all alikf, al'lif I'lal IiTriMi- liini' "f

iiTr. II -rill llii- an-iii-li lit' that .niiti' jiaili. If \iilii"ii- ai-l

(lifiamli ! Ml I li. M- nal ur. - i ra\ iiil'-, I"' il tmrnr u illi mil raj

iif ri-i'_Mial mn, viliillur ilii\ ha\i' Iniri'il llinr ri\"it iii tli' i'

hrari- 'If al llii' I'iimI iif i!ir altar. tlii\ laini.it -av. witliuMl

soiin- fi'"lii,;_' nf h'.rr'ir: "All i- nMr fur inr." 'I'ln- iliiiii;:!it

lia- -111 h .-traii:.'r ami ilialmlnal 'liplli- thai \\r Vfr\ nfl. u

fiml ill It tlif raii-i' iif liin-i' ajHi-ta-H- ulmli imu and a;,'ain

(iir|iri>i' aiiil a-tmii-li tli'' U'liM.

(intllw tlii'V arr iii mu' >( llm-i' diz/.y pn^it mn.* wtii'ii

fri'i|ni'iit l\. ala,-. nui in iliain ii|- I'laninatr ill |ia~-ain- a> ii'i-

iiirmluii- a- llir .-nnal I"!!. Till- i- tin' ililrnima uf tln'

cri.-is. I'iiiliir -111' lia- iii-rii liapjiv in an ai iiiii-|ilirrr nf in-

(rii-i\ iiiiiniiil: iinl'. ill till' lliiui'i-v air nf llattrrii- wliirh i-

iinc liiiii,' rarr-~. mi Imw can >lii' ri'iiuuiur it ' — nr. a ]iln'-

jtiiniciinii iiinn- >traii.u'f than rarr. -lir ha- fuiiml mily '!-

lii-i\i' |iK'a-nri',- in .-ifkinu' a lia|i|iiiir^,- which llic> frnm hi r.

s|iurrcil In her play like a ^raniMcr ilmililinj^ Iii* stiikcs; fur,

to her. the ia-i ila\- >>( h'r hciinty arc tlio last things that she

risks nil the eanl- nf ili'-pair.

"^'^ll have hceii |n\eil. hilt iic\cr worsiiipi'd !"

'I'hi'sc wiirds nf 'rhi''i»lii-e. aimnipanicd hy a hmk wliich

read. lint her heart. Init Inr life. ua< the iiii--inu' wnrd id" an

ciii^Miia. and l"la\ ie j'eli her-elf divined.

'I'lic ad\iicale had repeated certain cnnininnphice-, hnt ;!

matters imt Imw nianufactiired. nr nf wliat material, is the

whip which tniichcs the raw nn the racelmr-e. The })nctry

wa- in Flavie. m ' in the mh-. as the nni>e is not in the

avalanche, allliou,i:l it caii-es it.

A vmin^' njlicer, t.Mi fnps. n hanker, an awkward yonr.gster,

and the poor Cnljeville. this was her >ad list. Once in h'T

life Mailame ('nileville liad dreamed nf happine--. hut slie had

iU'Ver I'elt it; then death had hastilv hmken olT the only
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ii-«i()n in wlii(Ii Fhnii' li;ri I'minil iiiis vr;\\ iliariii. I'mt two

ii - -he li.'lil 1
1 -t I III -I I li> I hi' \ii|ri- lit' ri'liLTi'Hi. w I III 1 1 li.nl tuM

. th.it iinthrr thr rhnri h M..f - .. iit;. -jm:i1>- (.' h:i[i|uii. ->,

t ic.\i , hill III' (liiiv mill I' -li^n.il mil ; iliiil. in liir r\r^ nj' ihi-.-o

AM ^'I'lMt ]M)UiT-. li;i|i|iiiii-> lii'« •' thi' -,ii ;-l',ii liiiii iiri'in.:,'

'i'lii ji.iinl'iil nr I i:-tl\ iliilu-. ,mil that tin ri'u.iril i- im! "f

wiifhi. I'.iil -hi' lii;i:il a iiinri' ihimnrmH N'lirr: aiii| a-

' r(li;.'ioii uas lint u luri—ary ma-k, nui ;i cuii', i'i-,-i.iii. iiihI

-he ihini! tint rciiiuvi' ii. tor -hi- imii'.' ij ii|iipn n a- a ri~niiri('

: llir fiiluri', ,-iic hiiii_' nil In thf iliiii'i h. hi.'' a iii.iii al lh(>

^"---road.- ill a I'drf.-i. ,-r,ili i| mi a hai'!^. riaiiiiiu' thi' u'liiilr-

r- (if thr mail, hut tni-tiii:: I" ihaini' a-. In what iiiiirht

'iipi'ii whi'ii thi' tiijrlil caiiii'.

\\\u> hiT (•uriii-il\ wa- vi\iill\ cMiliil wIhii ^h( heard

I !.i'im|iiS<' (!lschl>(' lliT ^I'rl'rt jiii-llinll witllnlll a )
i| m Fi-Ut Iv

^ -hiri^' tfi take advaiita;:!' ul" it. mily at larking' the [lurt'ly

!' rmr sidr of her lifi'. |iriiii;i-iM:r In r th'' rcali/at mil of an

i\ drcaiii. wtiich had si'Vcti or ci^dit tiiiU'S cludt d lur.

I'rorii the hc;.'itiiiin;.' of thr uiiitrr sho liad kimwn tliat 'l'hi''o-

'1' had >urn']ititiiiii-ly wal(lird Iut; -iio had dp'.— I'd fur liiiii,

'.iriii^' at liiiH'-; her dri'ss id" ^'ray inoiri'. hrr Idack hire, and

r hiaddn-- of llowrrs twistid in \uv hum Idiit. luakini^ the

"-1 ,,f hcrM'If. and ho liad kimwii it—cM-ry man i\>"-< wlirii

v.iinaii dri'~-('s for him. The hnrrihlo oM bran of the I'iiii-

•V had .-nmthi'i-cd Iter uiih coar-c tlattrry:—^he was tho

'I'll of the >alon: Imt thi' Prnviiira! Iiad said a tlioiisand

nil -^ more hy a .'iuhth- lo'>k.

I'hivif hail hi'cn cxiirctini.'. Sunday after Sunday, ttiat 'I'heo-

: "I would make a deeiaratmn. Slie .-aid to lier.-elf

:

"lie knows 1 am ruined .'ind in- lias not a .<ou I Perhaps,

'iii;:h. he is really [dousl"

i'heodose had no desire to hurry matter>. and. like a coin-

i'lil iiiu>i( iaii. he liad niarlvd the piaee iji the .-ymplmny

:i' R' he mean', to ^ri\e the thiini|i on the hiu' driini. As ho

• lit to hed he riMh'eted :

"The wife is on my ^ille•. the hii-hand eainmt siitfer me;

-t liow they ,'ire i|iiarreliiii.'. .-iimI I -li.ill (oiiie out on toj),

.
.! »lu. i.'.l II I 111 •!» ^Iln \i. i I Ic \l It l> h.T hn-!lil nil."

#
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Thf Provonciil \v;i,- iiiiMiikcn, a? there had not boon the least

di.-pute. )iii<i ('cllevillc .-lept he^•ide his dear l-'!avie while she

Buid ti> herself:

"Theudiise is a siiperinr man."

MiMiv iiK n, like la I'cyrade, derive their superiority from

the audacity or the ditliiulty of an enterprise. The loree

whieh they rail into play gives iiriiines> {•< their mu.-elrs, and

thev exjiaiid <'iioriiii.u.-ly. Then, if sueeessfiil, or defeated,

tlie' world is astoiii.-hed to find them small, mean, or ex-

hausted. Having exeited a feverish curiosity in the nunds

of the two penpic u[»oii whom the fate of Celeste depended,

Theodose hecami' a very busy man. For tiv" or six days he

was abroad from morning till night in order not to see Flavio

until her desire sliuuld have reacheil a point which would over-

step all the bounds of propriety, and also to force the old beau

to call ujion him.

The following Sun-I..y ho was almost certain to lind Ma-

dame Cdlleville at clr.irch ; in fact, they came out at the same

time, meeting on the Kue des I)eux-Egli<es. Theodose of-

fered Flavie his arm. which she acei-pted, telling her daughter

to walk on in front with her hmther Anatole. This youngest

of her children, then twelve years old, before entering the

peminarv, was a day-boarder in I'larniol's school, where

he was receiving eleineiUary ii^tiuction ; and naturally the

Bon-in-law of I'hellion had reduced the price of the board in

view of the hoped-for alliance between I'hellion and Celeste.

"Have you done nie the liniK.r and favor of thinking over

what I so'elumsily slid the otlicr day?" asked the advocate in

a coaxing tone of the jiretty diri'trr as he pressed her arm to

his lieart with a movement at once gentle and firm, for he pre-

tended to disseml)le his feeliiig> and a|)pear resjieclful against

his inijuilse. "l»o not mistake my intentions,"" he continued,

receiving a look from Madame CoUeville—one of those

glances with which women wlio have indulged in passion

can exjiress either severe reproof or a seeret coinmunity

of sentiment. "I love you as one loves a beautiful nature

borne down by misfortune. Christian charity embraces

the fclrong equally with the weak ; its treasures are for all.
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'Rofinod. olepant, gricious, as you ar<', made to bo tho orna-

111. 'lit of the most elcv.itcd P(jcifty, what man can poo you

\^ii!iimt a (Treat compassidU in his heart, wearini,' out your

iif. ;iiiMiii<r these odious hourj^eois, wlio know iiotiiing of you

—

i;..i even thc aristocratic value of one of your post's, of one of

\Miir looks, or of one of the coiiueltisli tones of your voice.

Mi, if oidy i were wealthy. Ah, if I had but {)ower, your

1 -hand, who is certainly a good devil, should become a

. iver-geiieral, and yr)U could make him a deputy.

•Hill I am poor and anddtious; my first duty is to crush

amliition. 1 find myself at the bottom of the l)ag, like the

iHiml)er in a lottery. T can only offer my arm where I

n would give my heart. .\11 my hopes rest on a goo<l mar-

r!:iu'e. and, believe me, I should make my wife's lot a happy

(.'i--. not only that, but I should raise her to be one of the first

i:- 'le State if oidy she woidd find me the means for my ad-

vinrement. It is a lovely day. eonie for a stroll in the

l.iixrndiourg?"'

The listless arm held in his own indicated a tacit consent,

'. as she deserved the honor of a species of violence, he

il ragged her more rai)i<lly along, adding:

'Come along, we shall not always have such an excellent

1
: [lortunity. Oh I" he cried, '"your husband sees us; he is at

','< window; walk more slowly."

There is nothing to fear from Monsieur Colleville," said

I'lavie, smiling. "He leaves me the absolute mistress of my
:ii lions."

oh! here is the woman of whom I have dreamed!" qx-

'hiimed the Proveneal, with that ecstasy and accent enia-

':ii;ng onlv from the souls and spoken by the lips of South-

• TMiTS.

'Pardon me, madame." said he, checking himself and re-

t'irning from that lofty sphere to the exiled angel whom he

i';.>uslv regarde(l. "Kxcuse me! to return to what I was

..iving .\h! how can I be otherwise than sensible of

ihi' sorrows I mvself experienc wlun i see 'he lot of a being

!" whom life should bring only joy and happiness? ^"our

S^:
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t-uiTiTliiir^ arc luin. ; i am no iiinr,. in my rifrht place than

you aiv ill yuurs. Ali ! d-ar Fla\ic. the lirsl time it was

granted hh' \'> >rr \n\\ ua.- nn the laM Siindav in the moiilli

of Scptciiili'T, l>:i>. ^'^ll were IdVily; i .-hall often recall

vou in that lit lie tlre-~ nf iii'iiissi liiif <!<• biiin\ (•(ilnreil like the

tartan of j-nme Sc(iiti>lL ehui. On that day I >aid to myself:

'Whv is this wnniaii at the liume of the 'I'huilliers. and

wliv", nhnve all. >linuld Aw. fwv have had relations with a

'J'huillier r"

"

••.Monsieur!"" .-aid hiavie, startled at the rapid tlow whieli

the I'rnveneal ,ira\e to the eoiiversation.

'•Oh! I know all.'" eried he. with an expressive siiru.c of

tlic shoulder, "and can exidain everything: to myself; 1 ilo

not esteem you the !e-s. 'I'here ! the>e are not the fault> of

an uj.dv or lninipliaeked woman. V'Ui inn-t ^Mther the fruit

of vour error, and I will lielji \oii. Ceh-ie will he very rieh

—and then- is where your future jirospeet- niu-t he found
;
you

cannot have more than one soii-in-law, >o i hoose him with

care. An anihitious man may heeome a mini-ter, hut would

humiliate you; he would annoy you. and make your daughter

iinhappv: and, if he loses her fortune, he will eertaiiily never

re-make it. Kh, well, yes, 1 love you,"" said he; "and \ lov"

you with an alVeetion without hounds; you are ahove a crowd

of pettv eoiisideratidiis that hind simpletons. We under-

stand each other
"'

J''lavie was >implv astounded; nevertheless, she was sensible

of the e\ee--ive fraiikiie." <if .-peeeli ; she Said to herself:

'•'riieiv i> no mv-tery m .-neh talk as this."" But she was fain

to aeknouledLie that never hefon had she been so deeply

moved and airitated as hy this young man.

••M(Ui-iiiir. I iImu'i know liy whom vou have been misled

in reeard to my past life, and hy what righi you
""

•'.\h! pardon me. madaine.'" interrupted the Troveneal.

with a friiriditv hnrdering on scum; ••! have been dreaming!

i said to nivself: 'She i-' all that": hut 1 wa< deeeiveil. I now

know whv vol! will always remain aloft on the fourth iioor in

the Hue d"Eufer."
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A Lrcstiirc of till' ;irtn tnw.inl tln' \vin<!nw at \vliieli f'olloville

u.hI ciiiiihiisizi'i) this rt'tnrt.

••| lia\f lici'ii I'rank. I rviiccKd nM-iprncity. Many a day

l;,i\( iri>!U' withdiit liTiail. iiiiiilaiiii' : I iii;inaLr''ii to live,

!).!iiil. iilitaini'i! t!ii' ;.M':iiIi' '>l' lirriiii:itf in I'ari.-. my uliolt;

.;'ii;il hriiijr two ^llou^allll t'rani> : ami 1 ramc thrniigh iho

rrit'Tc (I'lialir with ti\i- hiinilrnl francs in my jinckrt, vow-

_. like oiic of my ciimpiiii-iut-, tli.it Minn- (l:i\ 1 wdiihl hr-

] I- tlic Icadin.i: man in my coiiniry. Ami thr m;in who has

'
II ritlril hi.- hfi'iikfa-i nut of ihr rotanrati iir-" li;i>kots into

'i. li the lcavin^f> Ufi'i' tlimwii. and whii li ;ii-r cmptiid out-

'>r- at six o'clock in the mnrnin.LT. when the sccund-hand

: :mr-honscs can find notliin;! more lit to tnke—that man will

-iinnk from any availaMc cli:inee. V.h. now I ilo you

ive me ilie fri'iid of the [leopler" said he. sinilinjr;

Si.'Me need< a loiid Nirne; -he cannot he heard -peakin^LT with

.d'-( losed li|)s; and without renown, what is ihe vise of

: 'it !' 'rile advocate ,d' ilie pdi r will hecome the advocate

' 'he rich. Is it en<nmh to open to me ydiir mimiy Open

:r heart to me. .Say to me: "We arc friends." and we yhall

-"iiie day tie happy."

Mv (iod! whv did I come here with you? Why did I

' your arm ?"" cried Klavie.

r.eeaiise it is \our de-iinyl" rejdied lie. "Eh. my dear

'1 he>t-loved Flavie." added he. pre-~inu' her arm to his

;rl ; "von did not expi'ct commonjila<-es from me, did you?

are hrother and -i-ter

—

that is all.""

And he led her toward the pa>>aLre, to return to the Rue
Infer.

1 iavie experienced a irrent fear hcneath the satisfaction that

'mail tind- in \inlent einutions: -he wrnnudy imaLriiieil this

'd fnr a new pa^siun hei.dnniiiL'' : hut ^he \\a- under a spell

: walked aloiij,' in (li'e|i -ileiice.

< M' whiit are vmi thinking:?'" he a-k^d. when half-way
-• the patli.

'M'all that \ou ha\e -aid to me."" -he replied,

foil." he an>wei'ed, "at our ,i,l;c. \\r skip the prelim-
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inarios; wo arc ru>t (Inldrm, aiui we liotli live in a sphere in

whieh we sliould n!i(lfi>taii<l ladi otii.r. In >\u>rt, believe

me," he adil-'d. as they tiirmd intn tlir Kii.^ (Tl-liit'er, '"1 am

wholly yours." and he made a profound salut;it ion.

"Tlu" iroii^ aro in the lire I" said hf to iiini-clf. as his eye

followed liis li(uild(Tc(l prey.

On rcturnin- lo iiis lioinc. Tht'od,,.-.' found ^n hi> landing

a p(r.-(>n who i)i this .-lory tiu'ui-i'.- ;-oiiio\\ hat a- a >ulitnarine,

or ollier\vi,-f like a hnricd church upon whidi ha.- liccn erected

the front of a palai'c.

The si.udit of thi.- man. who after vainly pulling la

Peyrade"s tioor-licll. was just rin;:i;!g that of l)uto('(i. startled

the I'roveiK.al. but he did not iidray his hidden emotion.

This man was Ccri/.ct. l)utoc(|'s copyinjj;-ckTk.

C'erizct, onlv ei;:ht-and-thirty. looked hke a man of fifty,

who has hccoiiu' old by all that a;,n\-. a man. His bald head

otTcred to view a yellow .-kull liaivly covered b\ a rusty, dis-

colored wi«:; his face, pale, llaccid. irre>,'ularly chiseled and

har>h. seemin.i: all the more u^rly iiy a much-disiigured nose,

but not so badly so as to necessitate his wearing a false one;

from the brid.ire at the furehead to the no.~trils it existed :\^

nature had made it. but di.-ease bad destroyed its cartilcges,

leaving tw.i holes of fantastic appearanee, tliickening his

jjronunciation and impeding his speech. \\\> eyes, formerly

line, but now weakened by every manner of vice and wear,

and bv sic ^less nigiits. had become rimmed with red and had a

damaged appearance; his look, when stirred by an expression

of nialue, had frightened both judges and criminals, even

those who are afraid of nothing.

His mouth, apparently (.nly containing a few blackened

slumps of teeth, was sinister: it was frothy with a white

sa.,\a which did not, however, moisten his thin, pallid lips.

(cri/.et. ,; little man. U-s lean than shrunken, endeavored

to correct the mi-fortiiner- to his perxm by his apparel, and.

if his dre>s was not rich, it was at lea.-t scrupulously clean,

Mhich. jierhaps, only inteiisilled its wretchedness. Every-

thing aiiout him seemed doubtful—his age, his nose, his
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pkn. It was impossible to say whetlior he was oight-and-

irlv or sixty; wlictlior his failed hluf trou-crs, neatly

.ijipcil, would ])rcs('ntly \h' in Fashion or dated i'niin tlie year

ilis limp boots, carei u 1 1

V

lilacked, n>o tor ith third

had nio; ;t likely trodden the earjiets uf ininisttTS

rai

His overcoat, trimmed witii heavy braid, dremlu-d by

ns. with oval buttons tiiat indiscreetly displayed their

i!>. -iiowed bv its cut that it hail once l>een elei,'ant H IS

ir and satin tie happily hid his lack of linen, Ijut at the

the teeth of the buckle had f raved it, and the satin shone

;h the friction and irrease of his Wl£ In the davs of its

t!i his waistcoat had not been wanting in smartness, but

as one of those which are to be purchased for four francs

of the depths of a ready-made tailor-shop. Kach article

bei'ii carefullv brushed, including the bruised and shining

na t. 1- thivervtnmir harmonized and matched the black

ne.- had

'\es which hid the hands of tiiis Mephistopheles.

Ill' was an artist in evil with whom at tirst wicked

'
' II cled. and who, deceived l)y his early success, continued

It infamous schemes, keeping alwavs within the limits

bylaw. Bceonung the owner ot a printin< busmet

liM': treacherously to his master, he was afterward pun-

.\ as the publisher of a liberal newspaper; in the prov-

- he became the pet victim of the Royalist ministers after

• Restoration, being known as the "unfortnnate" (erizet.

\^'M) his patriotic renown gained him a sub-prefecture,

iiiice he was ousted after six months; he raised such a

Jiahal(M) about it. savinjr he had been condemned unheard,

t 'a>imir Per ler s mmistrv made him the editor o f an

-Republican pa]»er in the pay of the guvi

he went into husme:

-i disastrous joint-stock coinpanie:

niiiial prosecution; (piite serenely

rnnient. .\fter-

aiid was mixed up in one of the

that ever called for

acce|)te(i his severe

icnce. blaming the Republitans tor it. His term of im-

-"iiment was passed in a lunatic asylum. The govtrnment

mni o ff; tllev were ashanieL'd of 11 man witli such a <iis-

ful swindling record, wrought in combination with a re-
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lin.l liaiikiT nniiu'd ( 'l.ijianiii, mihI which Itrmitrht upon him

a \\(ll-(i(-(T\ri| r. iitmImi luh. '|'hii> i'vv\/.'[. falh'ii I'nuii step

t>i >ti |) ill thr -'irial -i.ih\ t'l'iMii ii n'iiiiia:il of pilv, ulitairicil

the placi' !!' rc)|i\|-l III |)n1nri|'- iilllcc. Ill thr iliplhs (if hi-^

iiii-i ••\ ihi- [jiaii i|i( aiiii'il 111' rc\r:!u'i'. and. a- hi' had luithing

Ik hi-i-. he ua- rraih t'nr aii\ I hint:' that iiiiLrht fiiriiiiipa^> it.

l)iiIiMi| and luiM-i ir Wire a- (Hic in ihrir hahiiiial drpraviiv.

('('ri/.i'l ua- 111 l)iiluri| uha! ihc j^Trv hniind i- to iln' hunter.

('(rizct, \v ho kiirw all that iiii.~rnrtiini' can iiriii^', lent

iiKUicv in trilliiiir |iiaii> mi .-Imrt time at i-uiin'ii- ii!tcrc>t; he

had I .iiiniem cd a- l)iiluci|',- partner, and tlii> nld i,nittei-->nipe

had hecDiiic the i-t feet -haw ker"s hanker: tin- |iii^h-carl hiiek-

.>^ter"> liill-disc'uiiiter was the ^irnawinir wnfni nt" twn I'anhniir;,'-.

When the advocate n|' the Jioor ;irri\ed, lie let into hi-

apartiiieiii-. Cerizet and ihitocij. Ail thn- ero-sed a sinal!

Tiioiii pa\cd m red (nean>tie tile-;, which hy their waxed sur-

face retlected the (hi>li,Lrht eiileriiiLi' ihi-mj^di two cotton cur-

tains. i-"roni it they went into a little >iitinix-i'oo!n furnisliiil

witii red ciirtaiii>, a iiiahoi:aii_v ^uile. covered with red I'trecht

velvet : on a wall wa< a llookca^e tilled with law hooks. Th''

mantel was ornann tiled wi!li vul;:ar i:ewvi,MW-, a clock with

i'oiir niahoj^anv coluiiins, and candle-ticks under ^lass shade-.

'I'lie >-tU(l\', where, in front of a eoal-tiie, the tliree friends

.''^eated t!ieni>elves. was that of a yoiiiii: lindi of the law ; it was

furnished with an olliee de.-k. an arinehair. little, green silk

curtains at the windows, a green carjiet. a ^et of pigeon-holes,

and a comh. over which liung an ivory triiciiix mounted on

velvet. The lii'ilrooin, kitchen, and other rooms overlooked

tile courtyard.

•"Well." >aid Cerizit. "how
ij:<^"> it? .\re we gv'lting on ?"

"^'es,"" rejilied 'rhi''oi|o~e.

•('onfe-- that I had a hright id'>a, eh?" cried Diitoeq,

•when 1 thought up a >theine to get round that imbecile of

a 'I'huiliicr
"

"Yc>. hut Tni not behindhand, " exclaimed Cerizot. ''I

have come tliis morning to give you the cord for tying tho

thiimhs of the old maid so as to make her spin like a teetotum.
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ii..fi t niiikc aiiv iiii>lak('I Mailciiini-i' 'I'liuillicr is t'vcry-

r 111

itv.

tliis iiuitttT ; iiiily <;*'t "^''i' '"''' '""' >"" '''''"' '''' pturod

Talk littlr. but talk u.'ll. lik.- imm)|i1,' uli.. kikuv

My (lid a,-.-ii(iat<'. ClaiianMi. \uii kimw. is an

he will alw;.\.- iviiiaiii what h.' ha> ahvay- Ikvii — a. iiuTi'

)r liii-inc

-li.ii- lii-t iiiiw hi- naiiif I- Iciii,:,' u.-' iiv a imtarv

I '.iV\~ 111 a->iiriat',iill With -nlnr hi

ir\ . aiT all u'"i'i.u' to I lie il";.:-

iihl'-r-. who, hii hlrr> and

( 'lajiarnii i.- tlif -rajir.u'nat •.

,, iiui vet iicfii a hiiiiknipt. hut rvrry nii,' iiiii-t liavc a

!!iI:^^ and. at this \i rv iiiuiiiciit. Iw is 1 iidiii'' m niv (li'n

iUl' (1C> I II iilc>. whdv hi- will iH'MT !h' disiMivciv .1.

( lapanm is lurimi-. hi- hadn't :^iit a mui : and aninnj^ the

-'i\ himscs wliirh an- m li.- M.ld, oih' i^ a imtI'itI ^'cni of

ar fhf Madi'lt'iiK'—
,1 front iiatliTiicil liki> a lurlnii and ravi^hin,l: -luliitnrc

huill nf M|iiarril .-tuiif and ri;,dit ni

,1. n it hcinij linishcil. it niiudi! hr li id I'lir at niii>t unc

divd ilinu>and t•^an(^; hy .-[M-ndiii- luruty-livi- thousand

HI it. the I)nviT in two vi-ar- (-oiihl iiiaki' ten thmi-

d frai ics per annu 111. In ludpiii'' Ma<h'luoisclh' 'riuiillkT

lire this, von can I'ain her ott-i 111, for voii (-an jrivc Iut

cv

:'iiMi : nioni

_: their pnrscs.

jiickcd up throuirli

worked Ijy thittcrini: ii> .-df-

'V-L^•nhh(•r^ citln'r hy an attaik on or iv]i!cni-h-

i'r>land that siuli harjjrains (-an

TV year. Vanity can In

.And as, after ail, wdrkin<: for Madeiiioi.-ello

•r is workin;,' for onr.-elves. it is only fair to ht her

i

= lit liv this lucky stroke.""

•And the notar\."" >aiil Dutoiii, •"why does he let it slip;

The notary, niy poor Imy

,I)c||ed to see hi> loiiin-e

It I- \\r who ~aves u~. lieinj;

tion in fact ruined, he is ri'.-eryiim'

part (if the crnnili- ol lii> eaUe IJelicviiiir in the honesty

it muK'i lie Claparon, he has instructed liini to Imd a

pureha.-cr : for he looks e(pially for |>i lulelK-e and

'tni.-e We ju-t allow hini V' thin k that Mademoiselle

lilier is an hmiot maiileii lady, who ,ulve^^ tin- u-e of her

.' to ]ioor Claparon. and then Imih ( laparoii and the

i;oi)(i
1:1 rv wil je cauLMit. iwe this liltie turi! to niv

lelKl L'laparoil fur letliuK ^^^' iu lu hear the brunl uf llio
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inattfT ill liis stuck ( niHcni, wliich wiis smashed by Couture,

in whose skin vmu would hate to find yourselves!" said iie,

with a tla>h of infmial hatred in his dull, fishy eyes. "1 have

said. Mion-ri;,'iieui> I" adiled he iii a rou;,'h voice, which

passed loinl throULrli lii> iin-e-lioii's. and asMiniiiig a dramatic

pose, l'(ir once, at a linic ot' extreme poverty, he had heen an

actor.

.As he (ini>lied the door-hcH ranir. and la I'eyrade went to

open the door.

"Are you alto^'ether sure uf him?" said Cerix.et to l)utoc(|.

"1 delect a manner alxtut him— in ^liort, 1 have known

traitors."

"He i- completely in our hands." said IHitoeq; '"so I havt'ii't

•riven myself the trouiile <d' watciiiiifr him; hut, hetween our-

selves. 1 did not think him -o >mart as he is. We had an idea

that we had jilaced a nirrel horse hetween the legs of a man
who didirt know how to ride, and th.e luhber is an old jockey!

And th(Te you are!"

"He had hetter look out!" said Cerizet, in an undertone.

"I can piitr him over like a castle of cards. As to you, Daddy

l)utoe(|. you can watch iiim at work and see him at every

moment : just keep him tinder surveillance. I'll feel his

pulse, too; ril get ('laj)aron to employ him to get rid of us;

then we can Judge where we stand."

"That's a good scheme," said Dutocq; "your eyes are as

good as most folk's."

"We are all in the same boat; that's all there is to it!"

replied Cerizet.

When the advocate reapiu'ared t'erizet was examining all in

the study.

"It i< 'riiuillier." said 'i'heodose. "I expected liim to call.

He is in the salon. It won't do for him to see Cerizet's over-

coat." added he, smiling; "the frogs on it would startle him."

"Bah I you rescue the unfortunate, that is your part in the

play. l)o you mcd miuu' money 'r" a>ked Cerizet, hrin^nng

out one hundred franc- from his trousers pocket. "Tiieie,

see, that looks well;" and he placed the pile ou the mantel-
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\Vr r-liiiU hr able to gi't out tlirou;^h the bodrootn," said

i

I it'>(<|.

"•Well, (iifii. adieu," said the Prnv;^nf,al, a> be oiH-iud for

! ilic door Icadiiif; from tbc otlico to tbi- lnMlroom. "('oiiu'

mv dt'ar Monsieur Tbuillier." be called out to tlie beau of

Kiiipire.

When be Haw tbat TbuiUier bad reaclird ihf door of bis

' i\ and eould no lon>.'tT sec on to tbe binding, be let out bis

M . a^soeiato by tbe otber way-

'In six niontbs you sliould l)y rigbts lie tbc liii.-band of

t . : -te, and doing wclb You're a iiick'y <log ; you baven't

f> :,nd yourself in tbe policf dock twice, a^ J bavc—tbe lirst

t III' in iS'i') under a c<in>tructive proce-s. or trea.-on. follow-

i: .' a series (d' articles tbat I never wrote ; and tbe >eeond time

I r a|ipro{)riating tlie protits of a concern tbat didn't pan out I

« set tbe pot a-ijoiling; and l)e ipiiek about it I Dutocij\

:.'
I myself need tbat twenty-five tbousand francs, eacli of us,

n- -non as may be; be of good courage, my friend." added be,

I -ntrering his luind to Theodose, and {)roving him by bis

riie I'rovengal gave his right hand and wrung bis with

! %' li unction.

\lv dear boy, you may In- well assure(l that in m-ery posi-

" '
1 attain I shall not forget tbat \'r>>\\\ wbich you rescued

I I'V (dacing me on horseback here. I am your bait, but

V : give me tbe greater portion, and I should be worse than

"iivict who has become a police-spy if I I'id not play a

- ill re game."
' <rizet, as soon as tbe door was closed upon him, peered

li r^iigb the key-hole to try and catch the expression on the

s face, but the hiwyer had turned bis back and went to

Tbuillier. so his suspicious ally could not detect aught,

was neither disgust nor grief, but joy, tbat was depicted

I lie released features.

! ,:i

!u'o(io«e, tbougl aw bis cblanee of success increasin ir; he

•red himself tbat be cotdd isvi rid of his .sordid friends.

High all he had be owed to them.
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Mi>('n- till- iiiif^iilH'iii;iM'' (l.j.ih-. r-|M'i-i;illy ill I'aris, iiiirv

ImiIIhiii-; iiiiii uli':i .1 iIimwhiiI |m'!--(iii i> lir'nmlit to thi'

siirt'ad' I'ri'in ilii~ lud \ir lintiL- \^lIll Imn t'niil inattcr cliii^'Mi,'

tn 111- 1iih|\ :iih1 In- (Inihi-. Ci'ri/rt fiiMiH^rlv th.' Wfalili\

fririnl mill pali-Mii "t' 'rhruclo-c wa- iinw tli'' I'miiI >tain »liil

jittac Ik i| Im til' I'mviM^ a! ; aiii| ihr ini'iiinlir nf tin' jDiiit-stm k

(ii||||ia|i\ -l|-!iri Iiil lli.ll ill Wl-llnl In 1 m ' tn! iil' llilll II'iW tllj:

he mnviii III a -pliiTi' wlnT.' a iliii'iit a|i|M .iraiicr \va- ri'inii-it-.

"Will, IM\ iliar 'r!|i'iMi..-r." -;|ii| 'I'lllllllllT. "we liaVi' hi'!!

li<>|Mni: to :-i'r \nu farli cla\ -iiiif SiMiiJay. luit i:\r\i v\<:i-

iiiir lia- M'.n niir linpi'- ilrla\'il. A- ihi- Siimlay is

rliiui'r-ilav. my -i-ln- ami uit'r rliar,L'i<l iiif tn Mil }"'i

l-Mllll

"1 li,i\r li;iil Ml iiimh !i;i-im'--."" >aiil ThriHlnso, ''that !

tiavi- mil had twu mninl'- tn L'i\i' In a muiI. Unl <'Vfii ymi,

wlmm I cniiiit m the iiiimlur <( m\ rrnnil-. ami uitli wIkuii I

havr |pari uularly \ii-hiil tn -|ir;ik.""

"llnW I ^'nll i-rrinll-iv 1 ! 1 1 M k "( \\\\:\\ ymi tnlil mC ?" i\-

claiini'il 'I'liuillicr. inli'rrii|ii imlt 'I'lii'mln-i-.

"It' Mill haihri calliil In i|iiii!i iln^ hii-iiic— , 1 ^linuhl lint

(•-triill Mill a- I i|n." -.nil 'I'lirniln-r. -milu).!.'. "Vnll lia\r

hern a -iih-rhiif : till iTl'nri' ymi iiiii-t liasr mnrr nr Ic--^ arnh:-

liiiii. ai'il 111 Null it i- li-LMi imatr. ni lln' ilniic i- in it. Si'i'.

iiiniv ! hiiuriii Mill ami iin'. \\ lu'ii \m' -'t a Mmard. a ;:ililiil

hinrkhrail rn|i||jlllllrnlri| l,V till- Kill<r. SWaL'L'iT ill tllf Tuik-

ric- ; a I'lMiiii ' in tin' trails i'\' himmin;,'- a minister—arni

\nii. a man iniircil tn ilii- wnrk nf ihc ailministration. a man

ulin ha- hail !liirl\ M'ai>' cxjirrii'iic i. ulm ti;is -rmi six lT'iv-

iTiimcnts. Ii-t't tn iiMii-iilant hi- hal-am MfiHim;- ! What

thru!' I am frank, niv diar 'riiuillici-. I wan tn i.'ivc yon a

pn-ll. hrraiL-i' \nll Will |inll llir al'trl' ynll.

•Will, ihi'ii. lirro i- mv [ilan. ^\'i' have (o name a iiiem-

lnr n{ ill.' Municipal ('mim-il t'nr this armndi^-ement. and

that man mu-t hr \nii!—and," -aid he. emplia>ivin^' the

wnnl— "mii,-i he i/nii' Snine dav ynll will mn-t a-<urediy

he till' iii'piit\ frmn the aiTiindi--ement. when \ve reideet th''

Chamher— it's not far nil'. The \niees wliieh nnmimite voii
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f.f fh<' Mtitii(i|>al C.iuniil will lir iIkti' ulini llif tiiin' for

.
!• I I iri^r ii ilr|iuty cii'Mc^ : yn\ IniM- it \'< mi-'.

'

Kilt what aiis lia\(' vuu!'"" i\rlaiiii<'il 'riuiilliiT, t'asci-

..1.

•^<lll shall know: hiil I'Mvc uw alunc t.i manap' tiiis Idii^,'

^ ilitliriilt liii>ini-- ; if Mill cuiiiiiiil any indi-iTrlinii mi what

!i;i\i' .-ail! a-: til ntir plans nr tin' arranL't"i''iil> h''tw«'<'ii

I Ira\c \'iii to VMiir-rll', ami rmiain \'iur- I ruly I

'(ihl villi iiiav (iiiint nii tlif aliM>lulr iliini!int-> nf an nhl

: '.ih'if; I have had -i i iTt>— --"

••(iund! lull Villi iiiii-t kii'p llii'-i' si'irrl- t'ruiii V'lur wife,

> !ir >ist(T. ami Miuisiciir ami Mailanir r.illi'\iilr. wIu'Ii wt?

:i'.- with llirtn."

Nut a imiM-li- nf tiiy i'arr >hall niuv.'."" said 'riiuillii-r, cnin-

I

' iii;r his fVatiiri's.

(Hiuii:" njiliid la I'lvraili'-. ",iml I will ti -l ynu. 'V'< he

I' -ilili'. it Is iir(r»ary to pay yiiur full taxes, ami yon dnn'i

C ' lill.-."

•^iiiir pardniil fur a M'at in the Miiniii[)al Cnumil 1 am

. ;l ri^dit ; I ]iav two frams and i'ii.dity-si\ cmtinirs."

•Nrs, liiit fiir till' ChainliiT tin- amount is tivi' hundrcil

t iiics. and thiTc is no tinif in he ln-t. f"i' piis-c»i(in is ipccs-

- r\ fur a year."

•Thr divii:"' said Thuillii r. "lIiTi' in a year's tune I

' .. to he assessed at live hundred francs.'"

l;\ the end nf duly, if nnt earlier, vmi may he payinj: it;

di votion to you leads me to euiilide to ynu the secret nf

,: atl'air hv which ynu may ^'ain thirty or forty thousand

;:;nir~ a year with a capital nf nne hundred and lifty ihuu-

-.id at the must. I'.iit. in ymir hniiM'hold. it is \nur sister

v'lo for a Inm: lime ha- had tli" direction nf ymir atlairs;

. ill that 1 have im fault to lind; .-he has. a> I said hefmv.

• hi-t jud^fmcnt in the world; tlirrcfnre it will he reiiui.-ite,

.1 -tart, that 1 nimiiier \uv .-n em ; the atTectinii nf Made-

:-. lie Iiri,;:ilte may he acc^llipli^hed !iy propo-uiLr this in-

. -Miieiit tn her. ami here is the iva-oii : If Mademniselle

1 luillier ha^ not faith m me, we >hnuld iret into trmihle ; then
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how arc we lo -hl'i-'i-I t" >o\ir sister tliat she vlimild pnrrha«o

thr iirn[Mrtv III \niir ii.iiiify It were hcttir that itir iflca

sIkiIiM (MKir frnlil rijc. VuU fllllll, ill thr luiailtltllt'. hnth \}<'

ciiahlcd tn jii'i;,'!' "f till- liii>iii<sv A^ to the iiicatis I havf \n

push Villi iiitu thf Miinicipal ("muikiI <>( the Sfiiic, liiTi' ihcv

an'

:

'I'hiHinti ha^ the lii-jxisition of oiic-fniirth of the vntc-

ill the <iuart(T; he ainl I/iinli^'enis have liviil there thirty

vear-; thev are hmked ii|iiiii as orachs. 1 liave a frieml whi

loiitn.ls aiiuther f'lurtli; and the cure of Saiiit-.Iacnies. who

is iKit without a eirtaiii iiitliieiwe due to hi< virtues, may

ticciin' xiiiie vote-. |>iitiiei|, hv his aciniaiiitaMcc. as ii jiistie<>

(if the [leaie. with the ]., .|i|e. will (In his llttlUlst fof III'',

is|ieeiallv if it is imt done for my personal heiictlt ; finallv

Colleville. as secri'tarv to the mawir, lepreseiits oiu'-fourth of

the Vote*."'

"Why, von arc ri.u'lit ; I am ch'cted !"" cried 'I'hniilicr.

"You think so':" -aid la I'e^rade. and his voiic had an

alarmiiiLT ironv; "well, then, only ;:o to your friend Colle-

ville a-kiiij: him to a^slst you; yoii will sec what he say-i.

Kvcrv succc>s in election matters i- Hot made hy the candi-

date himself, luit hy his friends, lie must ask for notliiiii,'

for himself; he must leave himself in the hands of his friends;

hi' nu-f wait to he hcri^ed to accept it, secmiii<j to he without

the amiiitioii.""

"La I'cyradc!" exclaimed 'riniillicr. risini,' and taking the

hand of tlie voun;: advocate; "von are a very clever man."

"Not ci|iial to you. hut I have my little merits."' replied the

I'rovcncal. smilinij.

".And if we succeed, how can I recompense you?'' asked

Thiiillicr, innoeciilly.

".\h ! that's it! \<>n will think me impertinent; hut hoar

in mind that there is within iiic a fceiiii^' which mu-t he my

excuse; for it has ;:iven me the coiiraixe to try every resource.

1 am in love. I i,nve you my contidenee
"'

"Hut with whom?'" -aid 'riiiiillier.

"^'our darling' little Celeste."" replied la I'eyrade; "and my
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I'.v.' is -lirctv fi>r lii\ iliSntiuil In \nii ; wliMt Wiiiilil 1 u.,t do

I
' I f)illiir-ui-i'iii- ' It i- 1)111 --rlli^lui'"",-. I <!'• Iiiit work for

i ':Ul !" (Tied 'rilUllluT.

i II. iiiv frifiid." >iiid la Pcvradr. takin<.' 'riiiiillirr liy tln'

'il" I had iiol had h'l.ivic fnr rii<'. and if I h ul ii'il ktmuii

-'iMidd 1 ^|Hak nf It til \nii? ()rd\ mind ihi-, dnti'i nim-

\\"rd <>\\ this suiijcct to her. I.t-t^ n to nir, I am id' th.-

' ilial miin.-tcrs arc riiadc. I du imt want t'l ur;ir Cidf-l-'

i I ha\i' \Miii licr. 1*11 not <^\\f Ik r In iih' nnid \iiiir

I • tinn as a deputy is assiin i|. 'i'n Ii.m (unc a di'|iut\ I'or I'.iris

iiiusf first a .mil .Miiiard; wipe lnm out. Inii »iiil

I \olir itdlllt'llrr over llilli; to tlli- end lit tlu'tll >!lll hopr

!. ',\iii Cidi'^tc, and ui'li trick thrni all. Madame (olleville.

!. and I will one dav Im- fainou« per-on-. | don't want
t • -te for her fortune. I want lier for her-elf. ^'ou see

'

I !ia\t' no underhand scheme, ulnle \ oii (.i\ month- after

' ruiL' the Couiieil will have the Cro- ,
; a- .-ooii a- you

• ' . ill ted deputy will he made an otlici ..f the I,e;:inii of

ii :."r. .\s to \oUr speeches in the ( 'lamher, all, WelV we will

ur!. theiii coiijoiittly. l'erhap> it would he advi-ahle that

'. '•: dioiild write a hook on :ir,u\v im|iortant matter, partly

t 'liiical, partly moral, such as ch.-iriialile institutions con-

- : '111 from an elevated >tandpoint, l .e reform of the pawn-
li- !>'r>" estahlishiiieiits, the ahiises i,f which are fn^jhtfiil.

1.'! II- ;idd a littU- celehrity to your name. Well, then, trust

! iiie ; do not think of makiiii^ me a memher of _\oiir family
!'

J you have the rihlxm if your huttou-hoje. on the day

f i'Uin^' that on which you enter the Chamher; nevertheless,

i ' m do still more: 1 can L'et vou fortv ihou.-and francs a

i'or only one of these three thing's you could have our
I

' i--le."

What a fTfin !" said la I'eyradc. rai>inu his cyi's to heav(>n.

"I "11 fordi-h enotiLr' to pray (iod for her every dav. ."^ho

> ' i'.iriiiiiiLr— ~-he is very like you, \ii-y. Well, uell. you need
' I'ur my discretion. .My (iod, it was hutocij who t(dd me
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nil. Till tlii> cvciiinL:. I am ;:niiiL' to PlirllionV to work for

vmi. r.v-lhr-ljv. ilMti'i tV.ru'l't tli;it yoii never iiitciided Ceh-t.'

fur me. Atii.ve all. -ay miiliiriL' to Mavie. Wait until ^ll.

Hj'eaks to \nn. Tin- eveninj; I'lieliioii will urgi' your ad-

hosion I" lii> plan- in nominate vmi a.- eainrKlatc.
'

'•Tlii> e\eniiiL'!'" -aiil Tluiillier.

"Tin- r\eni;!,i:."" >ai(l la INyrade. '•if 1 tin.l him at home."

.\< Tliiiillier v.ent (lilt lie saiil to liiin-elf:

••Thal'.'^ a \ery Mij.erior man! We -hall L;et aloiit: lo-ieth.T

ramuii>lv. ami. m\ f.nth. it wouhl he lianl to heat him a,- ,i

iiiateh for Cele-te. They will live a! home with us. Tliat

is a LTi'eat ileal, lie i> an horie-t fellow, a umoiI man."

To nil II of ThnillierV ^lamp. a .-eeondary consideration ha-

all the importanee of a |iriiiie rea>on. Theotlose had lieeii

fliarminL''ly a^'reeahle.

The hoiiM toward wiiieh 'I'heodo-e -oon afterward went Ins

wav had heeii llif> linr n-'il ifi i-'ilis of I'helli.in diirir.,L,' twenty

Years pa^t ; it wa- a^ niiuh the house of riiellion as the fro;:-

were an inteLrral portion of Cerizet's overeoat and its indi--

pensahle orn.iinent.

Tin- hnlldm,L^ pla!d<ed up ajjainst a ,i,nvat house, of the

d( pth of one room onlv. -mu' twenty feet, had a species of

little wiiiLT or lean-to on either snle, each haviiii: one window.

J; had for chief (harm a .L'ardcn >"iiic thirty fathoms wide,

hut longer than the frontap' hy the width of a court from the

street, and a thicket of lime-trees.

'i'liis ediiice of '•miuh ,-tone. -tuecoed over, two storeys Inu'li,

was vellow-\\a-h( (1. with N'enetian hiinds ahov and plant.

i)roaii >hutt(n'- iielow. painted lm-ccm. The kitchen oo a-

pied the lir-l lloor at t!ie end. hv the courtyard : a stout. stro';_'

eirl. prot(( ted hv tW(i uTcat doLT-. was the cook and janii"!'.

The front had live window-, h—ides the two wind's wdiich \>y-'-

jeeied ahoiil ^l\ f-ei. and wa.- in the •Style rhellion,'"

.\hove ilie door the owiKT Inel inserted a marhle tahlet. en

whiih was in-erihed in letter- id' irohl : .l///'r'; i,n'ilii"n('i<.

Over a suiiHlial !;e !iad a tahlet nu which was traced this

sat^e ma.xim: I nibru iind viia sic!







TTiK Minni.f: classes 73

Mr liail laiilv n-tnrcd tlic \vin.ln\v-ill< willi T^nngufHloc

1 ,n;iiiilc winch lie had \>\c\<vi\ up in a ^toiinnn-oirs van!.

,|„. rii.l nf thi- -anlcn \va> a (dhuvl .-latii- whi.h pa^-crs-

rl„,ii-ht h.nkid like a nur-c >iicklii!L^ a dalu. I'hrllinn

\\\> own irartli'in r.

iiuiiiLi-riiiim aii'l a ilmini:-rnniii. -rjKiiai

kliiig a iialu.

he iii'fuinil-tliinr (un-i-tfil xAvix of

l.v the -tair-

ihc lanrliii,i:-phirc (if which -crxcd a- an aiilccli.iinlicr.
^

Ai

nd (if tlic ^aloM wa^ a :-ina 11 riKim wliicli riicllion ii >cd

.;licc.

»!i the (ii'-1 tlimr wi IV the chanrDcrs (d' the married (dUple

arttiiciii-
• ihai of llic voini- |ir.ii,-M,r; aliove were tlie aparuiic

.„. children and the Mr\aiil-: for riiellioii in con-ideralion

.1- own aL^e and that o, hi- '.vifc. and c-p. ciallv -ince his

|;;id lircoiiir a leiiclicr. had taken a male M^rvant aiioiil

,.,1 \car- old. At the '

ft. on cnlenn.L: the court, wa^ a

•\ Imildin-. n-ed a- a w.ind-dicd. where th- furmer jiro-

.,,• li;id lodL^cd a porter. The I'hellion- v, iv douhtless

.,,i,_r f.ir the marriaee of their ,-oii. ilie profc~-ur. to m-

.111 ihi- luMM-v. 'I'hir- -mall freehold, uhich had iieeu

,.,,\,.1.,1 I,.- th'e IMicllioU-. had eo-t eiuhteen tllollsind

-
II l^.•;l.' 'I'll, li.iUM' wa> -eparated from tilt' courtyard

: lialu^trade mI on a wall of hcwn >toii,.-. decorated witli

.,,v tile.- laid one Upon anoiher. and crowned with tlair-

. . ,. 'I'lii. lit!', parapei. aliMiit Inva-t-hi'ih. wa- reinforced

hedixe of r.ene'al fo-c-. and in the eeiiiiv wa< a wooden

re<emliling a lattice front in,^' the douhle l'.iIc- opening on

:reet.

':, ae(|uainted with the alley- of the h uillantines will

-i.iiid th.at l'hellion"> Iimu-c. ,-ianding at a nulu-angle to

! -ircet. had a full ^outhei'ti e.\i>o-iire. and wa- -heliered

, .,„, ,„„.,l, l,y the hiie-e partv-u.ail ;: nii>t which it wa.-^

i • The dom. - id' the I'anllieon ami .u the Val-dc-(irace.

- from there, iv-einhled two LM;int>. and -o re-tricieil the

mat m walking in tlie ganh n one felt -title.l. Nuih-

Mioreo\.r. 1.- so -iient as the al!e\- of the Feuillant in--.

II wa-

ll joy

the retreat of thi- giv.it hill unknown cMi/en. w!io

the ^Weel^ of I
eliii-e. a fter luuiiiL'' paid liiri
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(Iclil |(, liK ri.isiitrv liv WMi'kiiiL' in llic IVuviin <>f Fintiiiiv,

fr,,,,! whicli In h;nl iviiivd ii> rir-t-c!a.-s firrk aft.T thirly--i\-

years' srr\iri'.

Iti is:',-.' lie liail 111! Ill- li.iiialinii f)f the National (iiiard in

till' attack at Saiiit-M' ii-i. Imt his iiciLrlibiU'.- ^au• tears in Ins

,.vi- at till' iliuii:.'lit 111' lirin;,' coiniiellcil to lire on the iiii>-

minliil [•nanliiiiiai. The all'air wa- deeideil when the le.L'ii'ii

(•ro>Md thr liiiiii^v of N.itiv l>aine on tho douhle-ijuiek, afl'i'

havin-- di'|>lovrd hy tlio <,Miai an\ l-'lnirs. This virtu-u-

!i,-italion wmi liini tin' i Mreni of his (|uarter. iiut k-t

hiiii ill,. diTuratioii of liie l.r'j-iiie of Honor. The coIumi!

(Inlaivd in a lond voir", that one shmdd never iie>itatf

V, ti,.,| ,ni.lrr arm-." a ^ayin- of '.nnis I'hilipiie to tin

\;niMual (luaid at Motz. \i'.(Tllic!r>> the lionr^'eois virlui'S

,,f !':mHi.i;i. ami llir profi HI ;:il n.-piTt frit for him in lii<

di-ti'iet. ki-|ii him in ii.niniand of hi- liatlalion for eij^ht yrai>.

He uas now nrarlv -i\iy. and In- >a\v tli.' ;iiiie approai hiiig

when ho wiiiild hr fnrrod to kr li\ the >\\ord and the military

cr.-ivat : imt hr 1io|m d ihr Kiii.l;- \Maild rewar.l Ids servi,,.s by

iiiNii!"- him the cro.-- •<( the l.oirioii of jlunor.

'I'lic irnlh iom|iol- me to .-a\. not uiih>taiidin^ tlie stain tlii:-

pottini'S- lia\.'- (,ii -IK h a tine eharaetri'. that IMiellion sMod

oil tiptoe- al tlir riToptiiiii> at the Tnileries, put himself in liii'

fcrou-roiind. ln,,ki'd ^idiuays at tli" cit izondsintr when h.'

(liiird al 111- lahle. intri-iied ill seer, t. hilt had never h •< u

alili- to nliiain a ulaini' fr.iiii tho Kin^: of hi- ihoiee. The

wnrlln man had more than omv thought of askini: Minanl t'l

aid li:m in hi- sorrel amliiiion, Imt had not yet made u[) lii:

iinnd to do ,-o.

I'holliiin. a hi'liiNir in pa--i\e ohedieiiee. was stoical in

manor- of duiv. and liroii/.f m al^alr^ of i-onsc-iciK'O. Ii>

lini-h llii- piifiraii on ihc phy-ieai ^idi'. al tifly-nine yriir>

I'holliiin had uiown >tiint: his faio. r\pre->ionless and

markid liv >iiiali-pi'\. had lirconio liko a tiill moon, so that

his ii|i-. forinorh iliick. wrvr now nnnoiueable. lii.- eyrs

wtie weak; and concealed ie. -pectaeh- no hniu'er eaiiM'd a

>niile ii\ iheir -,Miilek',-s lilne ; In^ uhile iiair now gave aa air of
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t:r;ivitv to fciitiiri's which a dozm }tai> Ik forf had prnvciktd

: '.ill.', 'rinic. wliicli chaii.i.'cs st -adly ritiinil and di'licalc

;. iwr-. improves those which in yuiiiii wc!-.- CMar-e and

i,, ;\v. This was the case with rhdhMM. |Ir had riTiphucd

li,r |i i-iirc of hi> (lcclinin,i: year- i;. cuiiijin-.in;.'- an aliridL'inent

,,f :'[,' hi-li'TV I'f i'"ra!icc. t'nr I'li.'liion was the author of

il work- aii'ipttd liy the I'nivcrvity.

aiiiii hi I'cyradc iiroented hiin>ell' tlie fatiiilv was ooni-

.. ail hcinir jjrcsent in their Sunday he.-t and >iltin<;

•. ilic lire in tlie sahm-—a rodin wain>coi. d in woml,

id in two tints of jrray. Tiiey all started when tlie cook

iiMced the very man whom the\ had all l)eeM (liscusM.,g

iVrenee to Celeste, I-"(di\".- love carryni^^ him >o far a- to

him to iS<) to ina~- in m-dcr lo mc her.

\la-! the 'I'hiiilliers apinar to nic to he ~ct u|)nn a really

, roii> iiian." r-aid Mme. I'hi'llion: ""he tuok Madame
i -\:1' 'U his arm this mornin,ix and ihcy went otf together

• ;;! I,i!\endioUr^'.""

•
riiat advocate has somethiiiir peculiarly >iin-ter ahout
. cried Keli\ : '"if i were tohl that lie had committed some

e. I siiould not he at all asIoni>lie(L""

"loll are iToinji ton far." >aid hi- father: "he is oousiii-

rj'.an to Tartuth'. that immortal liiriire ca-t in hronze hy

'-:' ii'incst Moliere. for Molierc my children, hail hoiioty

;•
'i patriotism for tlie hasis of his irenius.

hiiis sjieakim,' he percei\cd (ienevieve enter, who said:

•Ih'rc is Moii>ieur de la I'eyrade. who wi>hes to speak to

: "-Hur."

\'n mcl"" cried M. i'hellion. '-p.id him enter I"" added h.>

• ihat soleiiinily in little tliin.u'- that uavc him a ridiculous

Mit not to lii- familv upon wlmm it always imposed,

:ll of whom accepted liim a- their kiuL'.

' i" what do we owe till' honor of vour vi~it, monsieur!-'''

- riiellinn >evcri'Iv.

i'o vour import.-iiice in the ipiarter. mv dear Mon-ieur

J '\\Kii. and lo piihlic atfairs." repiird 'i'lieudo-,-.

Then we will pas> lliroui;h to my study," .-aid I'hellion.

.') '
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••'Xn. no, iiiv fririi.l." -;i:il Miiir. I'll. Miuii. n little wonin:,

iir; llat a- a iIoUImIm'. ami wliu ^lili i'. iaiiicu "ii Inr face the

_'ritii .-ewniv \\lii.li I- liaiiiiiiai t.- iIm' i.rMf,—..r m|' u\n>u- m
vouii^r |;|i|i,.~" Miiiiiiai !'- ; '"we will I'sue \mu iirrc.

All ujin-hl l-j'ai''! ]ei pla. ,(| ImIui.h ilie iwn winded:;

and fi'niititi.' ]]\>- liivplaif pivvlaiined her preiiiiMuiis Id slill

rank a- a. virliin-ii.

•Am 1 .-,, iinli.,]i|.\ a^ to ea>i-e vein lo take tli.t:lit?" sa:.!

'rheodd-e, |ih;i-,inil\ Mnii 11- a! llie iimiher aii'l dau.-lm ,-.

"\i>\\ have a deliLdiii 1
leiival lure." euiiiiiuied lie. "and \eU

nidv need | he l.le-ellii of a p|V||\ da Hi: ! 1 1 eP-l n daW te 'll-

;dil('' V(pii to |ia-- the ivniend-T <<( >'air dav- in that mn-.t

„i<<iiurrihi-, ih- de-M-' if ih' l.at '1 |M"i. in tlie niid-l 'd'

IVnuU' i'A-. ^'oer am cii. Ill- iik ril liri> reeunipen-e, ati-r

nil tliat \'ai ha\e (hiiir. inv d.ar Mmm-iiiu' I'iielljun; y.ui a;v

a; enec a ^'nud eii i/.e!i aiid a pal i-aieh -
-

••.\k'.- I'lir." -II. I I'll. 111. Ml. .|iiii.' .iiiharra--. d -,
"mcVi.iir,

] |i;i\,' d..ii.' IIP. .hil \ a;i.| ihal i - all.

Al ill.' \wird •.laiiulit. I'-iiidau." >|i.ikeii hy 'rh.''.iflose. Mine,

iiaiaiml. wh.. \\;i- a- lik.' Ilt iimih. i'. Mni.. I'liellam. a- f>\.)

(ir..|..- ..f wat.r i.-aiihl.' .a. h utiui-. I.i.ik.'d al .Miii(\ I'hellieu

and |-".di\ iii a manner whuh -eiani'il i<. .-ay: "Can we h-'

iiii.-lak.n !'"

'Idi.' il.'-ire t.> talk al..iiil tin- ineid.'iit eaiised the fuiir fe ^"i

out into th.' LTaideii. for. in Mafeii. l^lif, the weather wa-

ijuile line, al lea-l in I'ari-.

"( 'oniniainlanl." -a;d d'li ''.iihi-.' win ii alone with lln' Imn. -i

hiir:;i;i'r. uli" \va- llalt. iv.l at Ii.iiil:' ilm- addr.'>-.'d. "1 ha\.'

i-oni.' to >p. ak with vmi "ii .l.eti.in matter-. "

".\hl \.-. we has.' to lamiiiiate a miiniiipal eouneillor.

.<aid IMieili..M. inti'iTUjitim: Imn.

•And it I- in r.f.'i'. n.-e to a .amliilate that I hav.' v.ntii!'"!

to ir.iiilil.' v.iiir Sniida\ enjoym.'iil : hut. perliap-. we may i'"t,

afi.-r all. i:«i l>e\ :'nil lii.' family einl.'.""

it wa- Miipo— ill!.' tie!' I'lfllion emild lir mur.' Ph.'llion at

llii- mnm-nt than '!'!!•'•. d..-.' \\a- I'lii'di.in.

"1 will iioi allow \ou to -ay aiimher wurO," rejilied tk'-
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1 i.iiiniaiiiliiiil , [ii'iif't iiiL' li\ .1 |i.iu-c iiiinlr li\ 'riH''iiilii,-c in cut

.•
.
"\]\ i-!iiiiic i> iii.nl.'."

\\r lia\i'. lIli'M. \\\r -illlli- hliM." I ri'll 'riM''iii!ilM'. "pIMlplc

'ill mtiMit rncci nii u > I'liiiiiHii lH'himkI tin- ^iinic ;i~ iiicn uf

I i]n[]'\ kiKiW ,-iliinU tll::l iirili^ .-.i liii> tilllr. it Wolllcl l)i>

'iiii iial." ,ni~\M'ii'ii i'ii'lliiiii. "'rill- .irri'iiiii-si'iiH lit has

- a ri |iri'-i!!lal i\i' "y ilic Miiiii(i|ial ('iMiiiiil ihc must

>>ii- iif iiicii, who wa- alM) a •^vr.[\ JuiIl'''. V" '^'i''^^'- 'hi-

Mnn-hiir I'dpiiiMt. w h'l 'li-il a- • 'min. il|,,r :'\' Stall'. W'hrii

i- iM'(i'>-ar\ tn fi-placi hiiii. hi- iic|ihi'W, wliu inherits liis

'i'l'iiir. \\a- liiil ihiii ,1 ri'-;i|iiii i'! thi- miartiT. hiil. -iiirc

. \\r ha- piiirha-iii ainl iiuw M(cii|iir- thi' hi>ii-r that hf-

'I In hi> lillilr. nil ihi' iill'' ih' la M nlil a uMlr-Sa i lit r-l il'IlC-

; he i.- (Incinr at ilii' I'mI\ iiriiiiir aii'i al-n ai <<iu' uf the

lal.-; he is an ni-iiann tit In mir i|iiarirr: hy tin -i' tilh'^,

' hciiHii' in ih'' prr-mi i<\' the iirphi'W ilic iiiriiinfy "!' the

. .-iiiiu' n\-iil('ni< lit' th'' ipiai'tiT aii'l in. -ill" ha\" rr.-ilvnl

irr\ Dr. Iluracc I'-iainhoii. iiM-iiihiT nf ihi' Aiailiiny of

(!.-, a.- Villi kniiu. ami niic i'( ilic inw ^.^jnrir- uf the illu.<-

• I- mIiumI (iif iiiciliciiii' ) iif I'ari-. .\ man is imt ,LTrat in

ryi'S -imply hfcaii,-c he i- cililiratril. hiit tin' lali' Coiiii-

I'npiiiot ua.-. Ill my npiiiiwii. iirariy a Saiiit-\'incfiil dc

^- diictnr is nut an ailmini^trator."" ripln-il 'rhi'MxlDSf

;

: I ha\i' riiiiii' I a.-k \iiiir \'itf fur a man whn in your

'iii'Tc-i- drmaiiii- till' -arnlici' uf aii\ priililrriiuii, which
' .ill i^ a matt' r ui' indiilfri'iH-i' tu ihi' piililir."

\;'! nintisii'iif I' ivii'd l'i;illiuii, ri.-iiiLT ;iiiil pu-mj: like

III hi> ]„•! (liuruiix" aiiiluiir. "(•an yuii .-" hrlittle

- ill ihiiils that my pi r-un.il :nii iv-h ran ever inlliicnce

'iiinal ru!i,-cH'!ic('? On till' .-nil- r,\' piihlic mailer.-. 1 am
11. nuilnnL:- niurc nuihin^' ic-s.

"

iiiiu-f -iiiilril ill hi- -li-i\i' at tin- tliuuL^it Iif thr St rii,ir,Lrle

: III take plaii' heluirii the I'.illai- ami the eiiizcii.

'"Ill niLMuf \uur-i|f lull I .irm -I l\ . I ciitri'ai \'iii." -aid

> lade ; "fur tiir hapiiuics.- uf yuur ili'ar l''i'li.\ is at >take."

I
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"Wliiit ill) Mill iiM'iiii \>\ \\\>>'i- u.iriN'r" a-kod Phollion,

Hliiiidinu' in till' iiiiiMli' "f ih.' rnimi, his IimimI ^icim-s h\> lina.-t,

--the filVnllli' pn-r '<( lin' t'llIUnll- Oililoll lliimU.

"Wliv. I liwvc cniii.' nil liilialf mI" niir iinilu;i! t'rictiil. il-

\Vortll\';IIHl r\rrl|.'Ilt Mdll-i'lir 'riuiillirr. wIkim' jlltlllrlicc iiViT

the (li'-liiiK- <.l' ill'' lowly ('.'!. >!• Collcvill.' ;irc nut iiiikin.un

to vmu. iiini if. .IS I licliiN''. yi>ii'' sun. whi) iiii,L'!il iiiiikc any

fdiiiilv ]n,,n(l of hi- allianic with it. ami wlin-c inrrit is in-

(!i-piilahlc. woiihl pay atlnitiniis to ('.'Icstc witli a virw \n a

iiiarria-v in .Acrv way suitahh'. ynii cannot hi'ttrr I'lirthcr this

inama^'r than \>'\ carniim the ct.Tnal fxratitmh' '>( tht; Tliuil-

licrs l»v rc'CdiiiiiK'nir.n.i: him to your fcnow-citizens for th^jir

t^ufrraJcs. As to iiic, alih(.ui:!i a iK'Wcoiiier in tlic (iiiarirr.

thanks to tiif mllivn.r anpiiivd from some scrvict's renderi'il

ihr jinnr. 1 iiii-ht tako tliis stc]) myself; hut services to the

p.H.r arc of lilih' value in the eves of tlie more fortunate; ami,

iiioivovcr. the niotle.ty of my life doe- not comport with

this iiiihlnitv. 1 have devoleii myself, monsieur, to tin'

scr\i(r <.f ihr Inimhle, ;s did tlic late Councillor rnpinot. .1

giildiiiie man. as \ou .-ay ; and if my destiny were not in sonic

sell^e nriL'ioiis. ami thus anla;,n.nistic to the oidigations of

marriair<'. mv taste my further voeati<ui would he for the jtr-

vice of (iod' ami [lis chunli. 1 am not always hefore ihr

puhlic like otiirr i.liilan!liro|ii.-ts-. 1 do not write, I work, for

J am a man who has vowed to do all for the good of Christian

charity. 1 h i\c giu-.-rd at the amhitioii of our friend Thinl-

lier. and 1 wi^li to <ont rihiitc to the hajipiness of two l-"inj:s.

,,i;i(!;. for each other, hy olVering you the menus of gainin^'

acce-s ti> the heart, a M>me\\liat cold one, <d' Thuiliier.

I'heliioii wa.- diimtounded hv this excellent haraTigue.

cle\i'rl\ -pnkeii : iie uas (iazei startled: hut lie remained tlu'

same I'lieliou; he Went toward the advocate and exteiuled

his hand, and la I'eyr.ide gave liim ins.

Thev gave oiu> of those grasps of tlie hand such as \U'rt'

giviii. aljnui .Vugu.-t, l^oO, hetweun a hourgeois and a man of

the morrow.

"Mosieur," said tlu' commandant, with feeling, "I judged
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'';i wroiiirlv. W'lint v.iii liii\c '.'ivrn nu' tlir Imiup ^f rnn-

• iiht,' lnTr will liiiv (ill-." pniiitiriLr I" lii- h'';irl. "Vhii mic

I'lic III' thn-c v;\lf liii-n wllii cnli-iili' U- (ny IJic r\il inllrrclll ill

IF- .-niiill -lillr. Ii'cill Unrlll I- -c > VAV, lllill 111 'Mir WCilk llil-

' i!v ui' iirc apt tn I"' (li.-tru>i t'ul nt' II when n a|i|ii':ir-. In mo
, II have a rruiMi. ii vnii will allnu mi' In do niv-ilt' ilir liuiior

lakiii:;- ^iii li iillc. Iliil. iii<'-h iir. V'Mi iiiii-i Irani In kiin\i-

,1 : I .~houlil .-ink in my nun t-timatinii it' I [irni..i-rii 'riiiiil-

' ' r. No, my son imi>t iicmt kimw lia|i|iiiii'-- ul tin' cnst

( a liad act dniic liy tiis I'atlii r. I .-hall imi i liaiii:'' my vntc to

.i:nlliiT candiiiaic In I'uriiii r my .-nn'.- iiitrrr>i. 'I'hat is vir-

'ii . iiiosiciir I"

l.a I'i'yradi' tni'k niit ids liandkcn liiid", nihlird it intn Ids

' and l)rnu;.dit j'nrlli a tear, and >aid, t'M'iidin.^ hi.- hand to

nil and tiiniini.' hi- head

'lifR'. mnn~iriir. i> the -iihlimity of privati' life and |inlit-

l! lifi' III cnlltlict I Nnt t'nr aiivi

!- .-ticclaidc—mv vi>ii i- not ua>l

11 Ml:' Ninii Id I iia\r nii.-.-di

d. What would ynu ? in

iir phuv I should il> tli. ^aiiii'. \i>\\ arc tli>' iinhlc-t wnrk

find—an hniU'.-t man : a ^nnd man, a l'i'llnw-( itizcii nt" .Icaii-

,1 one Will I nini'c (d' such ciii/ciis, oh. l-'ram

"iintry. what mi^irlit ynu nnt hccnnu

;c l.nnnr of hcin;^ your t'i'icnd."

M nll.-lcur.

'. mv
crave

,1,;, s <,^)iiig on .' ( ricd Mmc. I'licllion, M'iio was lookinj^

lie scene throuirh the window. "Your father ami tiiat

n-ter of a man are cinhracin^ eaidi other I""

the familv inI'hell ion and tiie tidvoeate went out tn fcjniii

anleii

Mv d tldc.ir i'elix. said the old man. pomtin.L'' to la Icvraiie,

hnwcd to Mmc. 1' lellion, lie verv UM-alcful to this wortliV

iii!^' man; he will h; more hel|d'iil than injiirinu.- tn ynu."

i nr ahout tivc minutes th.e lau\cr walked under the Icatiess

.c-trees with Mmc. Pliclji. in acd Mine. liai-!"-!. and during'

!! time jzave them a hii nt' eniin-e|. which W.I- tn la'ar fruit

ii c\cninLr: liic lir.-t liapp\ I'l.-ult Ijcini: in caii-e the ladies

-id III ire his talents, candnf. and ni her iiiap|ircc;ahli (jualities.

1 he advocate was eniidiicicd to ilic .-iivci dnnr lA the familv
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in ;i !, „1-,
. iiii'l III! i

'.'- li'llnu. (I III til iiiiiil !»' Ii.i'l t'MiiMl the

(•(iriur <'( lh>' IJll'' I'iluli'Hll';,' S;|inl-.l;|. 'illr-.

AI'i.T iir Ii.hI I'i.l'!. II ih.iii ,
I. Ill 11. Mill.'. 1'!:. Il'..ii |.".k luT

li 11 -I I, II hi'- .iiiii. !> II . III. r I III- -;il'i:i, anil ,-aiil \>> liiiii :

'"Anil uliiii 111, 111.- \'iii, iii\ I'rhihl. -'. l:m..i1 ,i fatlnf. Iiv an

CVCr^-iM !r||.;|(\. lllliiW ' ill>l ai l<':^ III lllf W.r;. '4 "> UM'hI ;l

Iiiarria'.'i- I'^i' mif I'-'Iin r

"

•M\ ikar lili i.' 'A.aiian." iv'.Iinl I'lul Imim. "lli.' L'lvat imii df

jiiitii|iiii \ . -Hill a~ llniiii- ami nilh-r-. \\>Vi- iii'M'T fatlnT-

wllrli llir\ IlmI \<> 1m- rHI''-ll-. 'i'lir 111 ! > li 1 li '-c'la -- iia-. 'Mil

nil. re than thr an~l..rrai \ uliirli ii i- calliii ii|i.iii In ri'jilai •.

t«, .\(ni-r ill,' Ill-Ill-' MiHii-. Miiii-iiiir ill' S,-iiil-llilaiiv

flu.llL'llI li"l 111' '.lit' I"-" "I' ll'- 'll'lll ^'11' " '" -'" Till''"!!'' !a\

,|,.:ii| 1„ fiifr liiiil. Sli.ili I liilr.;\ -lull I'.vlinu- III ill.' In. -..Ill

(if llii' l',i!iil!\ uliin- I lia\.' laii^iil ihi'iii;' Nil. W'l ' ji tn-ilav,

iiiv il.ar, tn-ii!i.!'i'"U \'.ii Will i-ti .ill 111.'! lu' aiiil<-il. a~ In-

]irii CIV I'll lcar~ III llic ( vl'- i.f hi~ iii.'aL:r.' lili li u it'c

'I'lli -r ,'ia:Mli|.'i|U(lll VMil'iU \\>\\' -[|.;|m'!1 Mil the tlin'-hi'lil

of 1 hi- (|.iiir i,\. r w iiK'li wa- w rilii m : .i /(/' .f nn •Ifinhis.

••\ >li.iii!(i Lasr aiM'.l: .' ,li,i,hi'" aijiji'il rililllnll. Imiiil-

ji.._r iipwanl In ilir tal.i.'t : "'Liii ilin.-c tuo WDnl- arr Ii..>

Clllil^ll-tli-.'"

••r.ui. failirr." -anl Mai'ii'-'riii'<..li.r.' rhi-llinn. tin' fiiiuiv

ciiLMiiit':- I.f ,nail- ami l.'iilur.'-. wli- n ih.-v \m'1v au'ain in lli.'

!-ali.ii. "it .-.'.'111- t'l III.' ilial a man ilur- iimi fail m iIl' matt.T

(if lii.n.ir h\ I haiiLZ'iiii;' hi- i|i iiTiMiiial mn in ri'iianl to an niiiin-

jiovlan! niaii.T wlirt! ii ihn- iii.i innr. rn the luiliiic.

"l iiini|inrlaiit. iiiv ^l.Il!' cricil IMh'IIhhi. r.ciunni .uir-

.-t'Uc-. ami 1-V'li\ -liari'^ mv ('..iUiriiun-. .M.'.-ii-nr 'riinilli. r

is uillmiii aiiv kimi i.l' (aparitv: lu' kimw- iiorhiiiLr. lloraci'

]>iaiu-!mn l^ a raiialilc man: lir wmijil u'. t a tliou-aml tliimj--

ilniic l'..r llic arr Ii--i'mtiit. ami 'riiiiillitT imt oiir. Mur.'-

i.M'i-. IIIV Mill. \i> ('.M'hant;'!' a ^unA (Irti'i'inina.tidii fnr a liad .m.',

fur im.iiM- I.f pfi-M.iial ml. i'. -I, i.- an infamnii.- acti.)n. uliicti

niav r-.ajir ilit.' .rii.-n r. .'t' nn'ii. knt wln.-h <i.'.l will |>niii-h.

!\1\ (..iiM-it'iicc 1.- lie.' fri.iii l.lamc, am! I wi-li In li'axc my

ii.cinnr\ iii;M.'iiii>ln'il I.. >..u. riifi'i'fnrc n..thing can change

rill' o'^i'iifi'i "
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-nil! iiiv L' 1 liiili'T." <'ri''l till- liltl«- Miiif. IVirrii^'!

i-Uint: Ili'r-i'U' nn ;i rll-l|i"li at tin- klU'i- nf IMlrllliill, "iImii'i

,'.| till hll.'!l JH'T-r ! 'I'll If .11-'^ h'l- nl' lllllir.lli'- ilinl ^1111-

Mll- III t!ir .MlllIK Ipwl < ' llllcli. I'll! I'railcr 'J'O- <<U JU-I llli'

Iji'il \(i|r llli' -ailP' :i- miIki--. llii- imii' -I 'riinilliiT.

, mi.?iiIh r ih;ii ( rii-ir uill li.i\.' \'.\r ImiikIiviI iliMii-.iihl I'ranc'i

i.iji-,"

>lic iiiiL'iit liav- iiiilli"n-."" -:inl IMn IIlmi. •\'\
1 v.uiilil

,, ihciii tlinv. I uill iii'i |ii'..jM.-r 'i'liiiillii'i'. uhni iii_\

•

t,, th,. nil. nil. r\ ..T lln -iv.it \iilii. - ><( \\\r 1" «t man wlm

liMij -a\> niiiiiiiialf llniacr jliaiii Ih.ii. I'i-'Mii ln.i:li in

hiaMii-. I'ii|iiiii.t ( niiiriiijilali ah'l ai'iijaiiil- iiir." ( i-ii'd

^!i..n rnt!iii-ia-!ii alK. "It i> >iii li i i,iii-ai iinii- iliai liti-

,iii Iraiiri , and liniiL: riinli'iii|it ii[i'iM llir nnilijl' -ila-"-,

•\!\ r.iilnr I- n.Ldit." -an! l-'i'li\. amti-iuu' t'l-'Uii a ln'iun

i\ : |ir i|r-iTVi.~ niir ri-;.. ii ,iiii| \n\r, a- ill- lia> aluass

1 in till' ciiiir-^' 111' 111- lilllilil'llilllIU ilinl Iliili'iIVii lllr. I

!'mI ill -ii'i' Id i>\\*' my lia|>]Mni'-- I'l nnmi-i' in In- nnliii- -nul

!,, inlnuiii'. I liiM' t'rji-ii' a- min !i a- I \'>\'- my t'aniily,

I ,1,, iiiit ui~li t'l ri-.' ai ilir i-ii-t iif my I'ailn-r',- liuiinr;

!. \\r aililtil. "lIli' miimrlll tin' iini'-lH'll lirci.IlM'.- ulir (if ( nll-

Mil' In hiiii, lit III" ninri- 1)1- --aiil.

I'lirlliuii, !ii> cyi- tilli'l uilii trar-, wiiil to his flilc>t m>ii,

\ luni in 111- arm-, ami .-aiil in a limkrii v.iiri':

M \ ^iiii, my Mill I"

I'lii- i.- all riiMii-h." -an! M mr. IMicllmii, in a wlii-jirr to

:"ii'. iianiml : •iinni' and lirlp nn' div,-s. «> iiiii-t jnit an end

i!ii-: 1 know vmir faiinT. Im' i- uli-iiiiati'. 'I'm rai'iy mit

M'lu nil' whiih iha! n.'M.- ami iMim- yniin^j; man <:avi- me,

i (iiili.rc, 1 -hall iiicd yiair Mi|i|Mri— llifnl'iirc \<r rcad\. my

\i llli^ ninniL'iit (iciHA ii'Vi' caiiK- in and driivri'rd a Iftlcr

M. IMlrllinli.

An invilalmii to iliin' with the 'I'IiuiUht- t'ur my witV,

t. ami ItIix, -aiil ii".

iiiriit and -lanlim: idra nf tlir ad'.iM-ali' "I' th
I 111- ma^iiili

r had i-aii-fd as nimii tiirmm 1 at thr 'I'liuillii-r^" a.- at

I
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t!ic I'lhlliMii-" ; iiinl .l.'r-iiM'. uiiliMiii iMinfitliii;: anvtliitip: to

111!' >iM' r. I'll- he |n.)nr.l liirii-ilf on hi- liniiHr to hi- MrphiH-

Idphi'lf-. \r.\i\ '„'""'• I" h.r piniii aiiil -iiiil:

••(mmmI httli WMiiiiiir (h.- .ilwa\- laiv-nl hiT hr.irt \Mt!i

thcM' wni-il-i. ••«!• -iiall havr -mil.' \'>\< >,iw\rrs In ilnin.r

to-.|a\ : I -liall iii\ii.- ihi- Miliar.!-. -'• 1ft u- haw a a 1

(liiitirr: I haM' uritiin t hr I'hrlliMii- an iiivitalinn, it is a

hill, l;i|r. Iiui uilh iliiiii It unn't iiiat!rr. .\> I" llir Mi

nanl-. I inii-I ihinu ihi-i in thi'irivr-; ! iii'<'<l tln'iii.

"Fnur Miiiai-'l-. thivi- I'hi-llinii-. fMiir ('(.l!i'\illi'S. ami uiir

H'Ur- tiiat 1 - 1 hirli in."

"I, a iN\i:Ml.. tMiiclc>-n -. it iiii!.'lit 1"' a- well to iiiviti'

I iiit,iM| ; III' ran u:i\'' u- a jni-li : I'll ::" nji \>' hi in.

'•What aiv viai iij. In?" ( rinl hi- >i>I<t; "lil't'-in to diii-

lUT. t!;at iiNMii- at lra-i \''<v\} riaiic- -mt ilanrinir !"

"h'ln't r,L;i''l that, iiiv l'"'!'! lilth' Wdinan; ahnvi* all. I»'

<'<|i('ciall\ a-ricahlc l.ituir \MiinLr frirml la i'fViMilf. Ilf is a

fricnil - III will jiri'Vc il 1 If ynii i'lVf iiic, tare I'nr him liki;

tile apjil" III' \i>iir >\f."

Ami In h'i'l I'.riu'illi' .-tuprlji-il.

"N't-. \r^. I Will wait till hi' i|mi>> provo it," said she to licr-

(.(if. •Ill' (.ir't raiih iiif \ntli pretty words, not II lie is a

niri' liii\. hut. Iirhn'i' raiTvin^'' linn m my heart. I must >tiiiiv

liiiii a III 1
1>- more."

'I'liuillii r. whii had adorned him-eir. invited Hutoci]; llieii

otV to the MmafiU' lioii-e. where he had to lianiliou/le Zelie

into eiiininL'. Minard had l".ii_i:lit one <A' those .rreat -unip-

liioiis duelling- wliuh the old nli-ioii- order- liad eiveied in

the \ieiiiilv of the Srirhiiii 111'. A- he a-eeiidid tlie liroad. stone

-tairuav. with a iialii-irade. wIik h ,-howed how well the art< of

tin -eiuiid order h.'d ih.un-hed und.'r l.oui- X II I., he envied

the niavor his liotel and po-ition.

'I'hi> \a-t >tru(Uire. heiueeii eniirtyard and uMrden was di.--

lini:iii-lied hv the ,-i\ le. at iiiiee eieL'aiil aiid nohle. of the reiLHi

ef l.oiii- Mil., eeiiiii!- straiiiTely ennuu'l'. hetwci'i! the bad

ta-te of the I'xpiriiiu'' l.'eiiai-r-aiiee and the dawniiiir of the

yi'andiur nf Louis Xl\'. 'I'hi.- lraii>ition is emphasized by
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i\ -tnirtiirr- -till rciiiMiniiii lir inii>»iVf -iTmII.. iif the

ailr- liki- l!ii>-i' nil ihr Si.rliniiiu', iiin! pill,!!- .ift''i the

111 uin -l\|i' Im/iii to api'i'iir in tlii> aii liil' < tun

hi till- 1 lit 111 I -111 Ml- limi'i. I rrl in i| L'fiM iT. .1 .-I ..--fill cliiiit,

-I -iic( i-rdnl til.' n cli'-iM.-lK al ilin'rtur lit' an lll-I MltlOIl

ri!iirl\ lalliii llir E"ini,iii'i> .
(iiiiiMri.il uilli i!i' ::• iH'i'al

, \ (if the iilil I'n-iiili I li'f;.'_v. a t'lHiinlal imi iliir I" ih'' fun-

iii III" Ui( lu'lii'ii. 'I'liiiillifr'.- nam.- (i|h nid lli. ,!....r- nf tlio

:.'!! will n\ aiiiitl nil vi Ivct atnl piM. in tin- niiil-I nf lln' iiin-t

i.'iiitiiriil (liiiic-c >tull,-. a iiiinr uiiniaii .at. wlm at r\rry

imlar Kail i-ni-ln''l tin- luart- nl' l!.r lUiiiM- aii'l jiniur-M'S

I
111- rhaifa\i.

I'nr- imt ihi- jii-tir\ "till' < 'aril alui'i-"r'" -aiil a -iiiiliii;^

I'-i-ii |i.-lai!\ nl' lllc Imm|-( liailllirf ti

;i! li'iiiii laiiijliinu at tlm a|i|ii'araiH n nt

p a iliii 111-- w Mil 111 ii!il imt

/rill' iriikril iillt

r iliatniiiHt-. 11- ?! il a- a |'iipli\ . MiU'iViii ilii a -iianL'lr(

mil nilliir/ a limit likr urn' <>\' tin haim i- "\ In!" nlil -Inn

( an Mill [11 ininii inc. fair ladv." -aid 'I'liiiiiln r, uri;.'u'i!n«

aiml am 1 i-iidiiiL' liv .-trikiiiL' all attitm Ic, lllllllllll'• two <if his

rtmn' nf !>"*. "fur liaviii'' Irfl mi iii\ di-k iln- iinita-

u 1 1

1

eh I nally tliuii^dil had hci'ii i-mit mhi? It i- fur ti)-

|>rrlia|i- I cniiit' ton hit

/.•Il (• r\aiimud li.'r hu-liaiidV fair, as Iir advaiiri'd tn iin'i-t

'iilln-r. and |t•^|lml(l^•(l

\\f had iiiti'iidcd :_'ii tn '':ivc a k ::l t!l I'liuiitrv

d diiir l)\ ilnnnr at a n-tanraiit. Imt Vf lan rraMiiv it-

iiiiirc till' prnji'it. all till' iiHirt' \\illm;.dy licraii-i' it -i-i-iii- Id

i -11 diaiiiilicailv ciiiniiimi t-i mi mil nf Tari- mi a Simiiay. '

••\\i' can havr a littlr Imji In the jiiann fnr ih.' \niiii'.:-ii'rs,

liH-rr'H hr cnmiLdi ><( u-. and I [nv-iimn tlim' will I"-, a- I

' ! unni tn rill llimi. wlidM' uit'r 1.- iiitinialr u'itii Madanir

' '11. the -llccr--nr
"

I'lil' >ll( •( t's,-t n lilt rriiiili'd Mine. Miiiard.

() h. nn." ri'iilird 'I'hnillifr. "it unuld 1

- !\ thi' niavnrt's-. n t lllr drill!

!! -ui'ci'ssnri'ss. as

aLrravr. ami wlm was

ariimi.

I- it lU'cc-sarv tn d rcss

:

Mini'. Millard.
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••(»Ii. Will. >,.-!" -.;''l 'l"''nilli.T ; ••(.llMTwi-.r I >h.)ul(l irt'l in

tPMiM"' wi'li iii\ -i>li I'. Nil. i!ii. It i- I'ltly in tlir family.

IlllIlM' lllf I'.llljiil'' . IlllllhlliM-. Wl' liaflU'll Ul kwnW (M( h otlit I-

1)V (laiicniL;. Im i1ii'-i ulurinii,- il.i\-. a •^nm] ilatiiiT wa-

oti'iiiii il a- !iii:lii\ a- a line Miidnr. 'I'li-day pi'Mplr arc tn'i

riiaili'f iif I'ai I

""

'•\\C wiiii'i lalk ]iulilii>."" said iIh' niawa', -iinliiiiX. "'I'li.

Kill;,' I- a unal man ami \rvy .--mail. 1 li\f in ailmiratioii nf

nai- iiim- a'!ii llu' mi-I ii ill inn- wliicli \\c lia\i' liiximi ourr-eUi-.

'i'hc l\!ii- iiiMlia'-iaml.- what Ih' i- ilnini: .>lii-n !ir (!cvi'lo|i.- niir

inili!-l I'ii - : ii 1- a liaml-ii'-liam! lii'lit uitli I-jiulaml. and w-

Ii", ill an IT In r mni" liarm diirini: l!ii> fiaiit t'ul pracr than l)y all

;lii' war- of thf la!i|)irf.'"

"Wiiat a di |(i;' . Miiiard wamid maki-."" ^aid Zrlif iiaivt'Iv.

!'..a\MTn \iiu and im'. !u- |iraili-i.- -iiralxinL' win n wr aS'

a' air; \.iu will liilp tn ^'i t liim rd nninl. will vdu nut, rt>al!y.

riniillid-y

•Nil ialkin_u' |Mi|iii(-."' i-ipliid 'I'liuilliiT. •('dim' at tivr

(I el ink.

•'{'hat littir \'in.'t. i> he to hr tlMTi?" asked Minard.

'WithiMit diiiilit \ir ha- an eye mi t\dr-ti'.'"

••'I'Ih n hi nia\ nrdiT In- iTi'i"'." an>uiffd 'rhiiillitT. "Hri-

j;iiir will nut hi'ar him -pnkiai ut'.""

/..'•Ill- and Mmard i \chan:_'i'd -mih'- n( -at i.-fart ion.

•'I'liink I't' "'ir a--'H lai in::' wiiii -laii iMMjdf fur mir son's

sakf." -aid Zrlic to lnr-rlf whm tin- maynr was <>( ortiii^'

'riiuillicr d'lwn thr >tair-.

'•S(, \..u wi-li tu hi' a di'iaitv." r-aid I'luullicr to himself.

"Nothin.i: ^atl-!i(^- iIm'-c ui'ih,t-. My (iod. what would Xa-

]iol('on >a\' to -I'l- powia' in ili^ h;iitd> of -nrh in'oplcy 1 am

an oilii i.al at h'a-i. What dor- la I'lyradc niian'r'"

Aflir invitiiiL' the l,aiiili,;:roi,- win n he hfl lln' Minards. liP

cidliil •!]] the ColiAiilt- to !i.' -an- that Crk'-Io wore a

prcttv toih'tc. Ilr fonnd l-da\i'' -onirwdiat jn-n-ivf. and

Thtiillii'r had to ovcrcmiii' lior ind-'ri-ion.

•'Mv ((](', ,iiid niv I'V. r-voi!!i- l.>\r." -.aid lie. putting his

arm ahont htr wai>t, for -ho na- aloiu' in ln-r roinn. "l can-



TTTK ^r^Dnl.T ci.assf.s

.ivf any cprrol- fniin vnii. I h.-iVi^ a i:i'i-t !n\pnrtani atTair

I I ran a-k you to bi' jiarliuu-nl. I camint ,-a\' llmrr. Iill

^^a(il'U^ tu a \>iiiii;r iiiaii-

U !l

\ "iiiiL^ la Ti yradc."

\i)i| v.liv. Cliarl.
'-:-

11.' linj.U ii!\ fiiimv ill hi- liaii'l-. , i. n. h".. ].. !- :• iiinn

IIIIIS. (ill! I kiiMU, it I- likr 'u-.'" -a;<

:l HILT a ili'iit 1-1 |i iillii!::' a liHiih. ilill-' -.-c

v;c, li-.! ;ili(i\i' .-ill \\r lull -I !lMt Irl h

.'Hillh'T.

I
r liini,

IlillLT'. \\<'

I -!lii\V lllln !!!' M'll'.-t "I 111- -t ri-liiTlil

I lo'A ! \nu v.anl iiii' In jiiav i!h' riMjiicitc will, him r""

\..t tn,( iinirh, iiiv aii_i> I.'" npli.il 'I'IiiiiIIht. witli a fatu-

' r.

iiiaznin'nt\:.| "tV he Went Wltilu'll Iintlcilm' a -jn'cif- (if a

Mil !..fa!l.M |-'la\a-.

i ill.- viiiiim' man i- a power."" -anl -lir to h r- If: "we <hall

::i was whv -he wore fi-athiav iti h' !• haii'. put "H her

. L^i'av ai'il pink dv'--. allowiMJ h.T -hiaili!"!-- t.i I"- -erii

:li h.T li|;i. k maniiil.i. ami wa- .an-fiil '.•> have (
',''le-ie

, ! Ill a >imple I'lri'e^! ili-r--. aial h.'-r hair hi'ip^l'-h

\i ha!f-]ia-t four 'I'hi'oil.,-- \\a- at hi- p^.-i : he IkmI a--iiiii'-il

• ;i!i' air. partiv ,-er\ile. aiel a .-ofl \mei-: innl lir-i he wein

; Thiiillier iiuo the -ai'-lei),

\\\ frien'l. I ha\e ii(,| the |ea>t doiihi of \oiir >iieee--. hut

i i, a-t oiiee liioro im]ire-- upon vou .-n all imp- to ke.p ai'-o-

lelice. I r an\ oiie ij lle-Iloll- Vol! ahoUt ('.'h-le ._rivt

',e aii-wei'.-. -iieli a- \oii Irariiei] so wi'll at 'lie Imreaii. "

All riuiil
!"" aii^ueiv,] 'I'hnillier. •'Hut is it a certainty!-""

N lU will -ee the cli--iMl 1 ha\e prepared for VoU. P,e

-!. aliove all. Here are the M iiianl- : leave me i.i d-eoy

UriiiL;' them here, and then h-ave.

''. r Milutiiii: tiieiii. la I'evrade kept elo-e hv M . the Mavor,

.ii all opportune iiioiiieiil he took him a-ide ami -aid to

'•loii.-ieur the .Mavor. a man of your poliiical iiiijiorlance
I
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i\'^i'< not ^\\vi^ \\v' cMiiiii 'if (liiiiiii;- h'T.' without li;ivintr ^niii''

ciiil ill vicu ; I do mil t'of ,1 iiiMriii III ;i-I< \our iii"ti\' ~, I liiUi-

iiu ml;IiI -m 1" A": it i- ii"t my part linv \»'\"W In iiilcrfiTi' in

tln' llll^iIl(^^ nf lhl> WnflilV |in\\('r.-: Inil IKiril'ill my l)"!illl'-^-

allil ilclLMI Ut ll.-ti'll In llh' ((illll-rl tll.ll I rail LTiVf Vull. If i

am alilr in tin vull a -rr\iiM' tn-.lav. ynii an' in a ]i()-iti(i!i i

rcmlcr iin' twn to-murrnw. -n if xoii ji^tiai to nif a ni'iinciit ii

is in mv nun intrp'-t. Our fra tal 'riiinllicr i> in 'if-pair a!

|iciii,<: a iidliMilv. am! he i> caixiT to become ^omtiluni.', i

jirr-niiairi' ill til'' .!n'oiiil:>^rmriit.

"Ah:'"" sial Miiiafil.

"Oh! noihiiii: iiiiiih ; he wants thi' nomination as a mcm-

Iht of tile Miinii ipa! Coiincil. I know that IMn'llio!;. ili\ initi','

an (Mjiial atl\ania;jf from iloini:' him a m'Iam.'. intmils to pf"-

posi' onr frii'iiil as a i'an>lnla!i'. Will. p. Than- you miiri'

lind it niM(--ai\ to \oiir ou n pi'oji'i-i- to lir fon'hanth'il with

liiiii. 'I'lii' noiiiin.iii'ii ot' 'riinillirr will not oiilv hi' favorahli'

to yoii- -
I >houM think il woiii.j also he ;i-n',Mh|. : h'' will do

wi'll in the loumil ; tin I'c aft' wtir-f than hf ilirrc. And tlifn

if hf i.- intii'htftl tt) \tni hir 111- atl\anti'nhnt hr will sff

fhi'taitih youi-cyi's; hf will ri'LMnl you a- thi- -hininir li,irht tif

lllf tow 11

••!\lv ilrar sir. I thank you," saiil M irtl; "you haw
rrnilf i-fii lllf a sf r\ iff wliit-h 1 shall m \ir for^rft. ami that

jU'iAf- ttl lllf

'I'lial I iloiTt laif I'tir the I'lifllitins." rfplifd la I't'yrailf.

jirofitiiif- hv thf hf-iiatioii of tiif mayor, whti ffaifd h(> iniLdu

sav -oiiifihin. wliu-li tlif atlvni-atf wouhl lliitl lii^ta^lf fill. "I

half jH'oplf will) irailf tm ilifir lituifsty and coin money with

nohlc sentinii'iits."

"A'ou thtii-tnif hlv uiitlfr-taml thfiii,'" saitj Mimiril; "thin'

art' -Vfitphants. That mairs lite fm- thf past trn yeiir;;

is fxplaincil hv that -t-rajt td' fftl rihh'm," aihlcil the mayor.

showint: his own hiiiioiidiolf.

i.ook out. thoiiLrh." .-aid thf lawynr. "his son loves Celeste

antl holtl- the eitailil. "

"^t's. hut mv son ha^ twelve thousami livres of income

luinjL'li'
"
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•(
)!i

!'
.-iiid !!;.' :iilV'M ati'. w illi .\ -liniir. '"Mailf'inoisi^nc

!•' -:ili I i!,,. (.ill. 1- iliix ih.it ,-! waiilr.i at ka.-t that frn

I'mI- Cllr-Ic. A MM. l)C.-ll!

Ill

•Inri- ^i\ iiioiith,- arc

v.ai will -ic liial 'I'liuillicr wiil !ia\i> a fivrlmlil linn^Mii.t

tliMii-ai!il I !'an(> a Mar.

(Icllri^ 1 ^ii-pi'(lii| It. nil

it.

lii'd till' iiiav(ir. •Wrll.

-!al| lie a mianlii r ut tlu' couin-il

I,, ;iiiv i,i-r. (LiiTi iiici'li'iii nil' in the iiiat'rr." said the

.. ,iii. ,,f il,,. jinnr. whi) 111V.--C1I fnrnard \i> LTf'M't Mnic

,,11. wlp. had jiiM arn\rd. "WrH. mv fair hidy. hav
111 crrdi 11 ,

I ^\,iiii(| liiilil f"!ir n\|,uk. tint till' wiirthy and cxcillrnt

\\,,nM nut liMiii at .dl : lie i> tn,i nnnli (ki upird to

., -li,.), a Jiai-r. and M. .n-im r riirlimn lia,~ a idt-T in

i |)r. I'.Janch'Mi lhank< iiiiii l'"r In- ,-""! intention-, and

:i;;i!. fnr Iiini-...lt'. In- candnlatr 1- Mun-icnr 'I'lindliiT.

^ ii-ii'u'- 111- inllucncc in lii- fav^r and jiray,- my tiusliand tu

\':d «liat .-av- yniir (Xiillcnt -ii<in.-f'r"

| lia\r dnnc my dnty." Ik' iv]ilir.l. M tiav Immmi tnir to

.,n-rn nee, and limrcf.irtli I am whully fur i'liuillii'r.

;, -il. iliat'- all tis.d tlirn." -aid la I'ryradr. "I'or.iiit my

•, ]!;( wliuji- crrdii <<[' thr nlia i- yair nwn.

,,.,1 turning' tn .Mmr. Coltrvitlr. witti a mn.-i n'^pfi-tful

;d.'. lie -aid:

\1 HJamc. t..' Ml irond a^ to int ••oiliuv me to our j:ood

C.lh. villi; 1 jiiMjM.-c a litttc surprisi' fnr Tiniitliir. and

:.>il-l 111' in tile .-rcfi't.

•yraii''
j

!, 1,1 i\.d tn> pari T'lr ('ollvvillr t;rnrtit. Mine.

M.' \'va- luarin.:^' -m ti nanark< as made lirr oars tin^rte

a m\-li'r\ to tur.

:di I kni w wliat Mr^-rs. Cultrvitlr a.nd la IVyadc ari

iliat llii-y taULrii so miicli ?" ^aii

|..,,kiriLr out llirouuti tln' window.

1 Mini'. 'riniillitT.

1^;. \ afi' >pi'aki!i'i ju>l ^iiili iiililii-li a- alt nii'ii talk 1'"-

ihrin-rlvc^." an>wrivd Mllr. 'riiuiilirr. whn rri'MUi'iillv

d ihr mon Ijv a kind of insliiu-t natural 111 old maids.
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•II,. i- .;,;iiM!.|.. ..f -II. !i ^1 lliin;:." >.ii'l I'lii^llioii. i^'ravoly:

'•fur MMii>ic!; (1.- Ill I".;, niii.' i- niir uf li- iiin-t virtuous

VMiniL^ pxiplc uliMiii I li,i\c nirt. I put In: I "11 a par with

'[•V.|i\: ii.iv. I \\\~\\ ihai my son iiad a liiili' 'if Mousnur

'riirii(l'i-("- pictty I'ii'ty."

-jlf 1-. ill fad. a man nf nirril. wlm will i^^fi oii."" chsf rvi'il

Minai-d. "A- f«T iiir, my vntr-^^^I wnn'l >ay my pn)t.'rti(Ui- -

1,^ hi-.""

•IJ,. -p, .:(1- muiT in lamp-nil than hrcail."" -aid l)utoc(|

;

"ll.ai I kiiMW.""

-•Ill- iiiuili.r. if -he -li!l >iirvi\.',-^. mu.-t h^ pr^nid nf him."

>.aid Miihv I'li.'lliMii. -I ntciitinu-lv.

•11,. w ,1 ival tr'M-iiiv r,.r ii-." ad'h d 'riiui'dicr; "and th. -i

]\i>\V limdi-t he. i- ; 111' I- I'llinliM-mil- nl hi- nwn llHTlt.-.

••| iiiM aii-u<r fnr nil,, iliinu'."" addrd i)utnc,i; "and that i-.

tli.ii hr lia- hi, III., h, 111-. If nniily uiid.T mi^fnriuui'. hut ii.'

ha- iimlniihi. (Ilv -iiir..r..l."

-I'.H.r v.aiii- niaii !"" rri.d Zrliv. •h..\v thcM' thiups pain

111.'!""

•Ynii mav cniirul.- t.) him \nur -icrrl,- and ynur fnrtiin.'.

said 'rhiiiirirr: •m th.-.' da\> ;li:it is imt mi.Ii a small thin.'

to ^:iV .if th. h.-t ..f 111.
.11.'"

-it j- ('.,11. Mil., uli.i i- inakin,ir him lautxh."' crifd Dutn.-.j.

.Iii-t tli-'ti ('..l'>illr aii.l la I'cyrail.. were at the hnttniii of lln'

<:ar.l.ii. tiin h.'-t fn. 11.!- in ih.' \v..rhl.

•(i..iitl.iiu.ii."" -an! I'.ri^Lritt... --.aip and the Kin,^ must n..t

hv krpl waitin.Lr -. haii.l in iln' la.lir-.""

l-'iw mimil.- afi.r tin- pha-ant jc-t. inhcrilrd from the

jaiiitnr"> hid-". r.nuMti.. ha.l i!h' -ati^factinn nf sccin,^ ar.amd

lu.r lahl,. all t!i.' prin. ipal .haraclt.r- nf tiii- drama with thi'

,,x,.,.pli,,n nf ih(. il r.. . 1.1 I'll 1 Cf'ri/.l. 'I'lu' pnilrait of this .i!.l

(•a>h-ha.- maker iiii-li' p.-rhap- h,. iiicnnplfli- if we oimlt.d

a .l..-.-ripti.in ..f .m.' nf h.-r h.-t diiiiuM'-.

'riin liaracl. ri-ti. s ai th,. mi.hlh-flass cn.ik ill 1^40 \<

iieci--arv i.. a pi, tun- "( it- maiin.r-: -mod housekeepers

inav i.arii a les-nn tii..r.fr..in. .\ w.iman .I...- imt for iwi-niv

vi.ar^ nc.iipv lierM'lf m makin^LT cashd.a.iis withmit l.toking ui'
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- iiK'iin? of filliiiL' ii t''"-v. Xnw r.' .riltc liiiil this poeuli-

\.— uith tlio thrift iuM-i'.-~:irv I'^r hiuii:: thr foimibiti'iii of

iiinic ^lic coniliiiiccl thill nf (li-]irii.-!iiL: ^utlicn'iii fm- nrcr--

||. ; n'lali\c f\ir;i\;ii:anrf. uh'H it h.iil In iln with hiT

r ( If (V'lr-lr, \\a> I II' ailtljiinl >i ini-irliih'-.- A- a

-1 I'll II ciiiiiiiiiMrati <1 lur-. If f<'i' ii"! lirinir axarhmii-.

. !• la-l (liiincr >hc had r.latnl ihal aflir .~I rii,i:,i:lii:L: f^r

inimiti'S ami -iiirtTiiiL: man \ nl-'ii;. .>!h' had iiidi'il hy

[Mi.ir \\uri<u 'iiiiaii \\im -hf kii'^w !iadti'ii tram- to a

f'i[- two da \ -.

r iliaii naMin."

•\atiii dif aril \va>

1
!;. .-Ill]) iitrmd wa^ h'-'illl<,!i . rxln'nirly pale. fur. I'vcn on

I a>H)ii -111 h a.- thi^, .-hr had i iijninid ti ii' riink tn make

;\ i.r il : fnr, as the hnf iiad I., -irw liir family mi thi-

•lu- and thf day aflrr, thi' h— nf it- jiii< r- n fiifiii.-hid to

uiUoii, the iiiDiT -uh-taiilial it wniiid !
'hi' hi.|.f.

rdmu'. \va-ai«a\> rciiinvid at a liiih' .-|m rrli uf iJriirilt'' s,

iiiiliicr c.-Mivid In carsi'

Ullf>S It > father t.iuuMi ; iii'Vcr iiuml

at nf it. \vi' have nihiT thinu'-^(arc to I

\\r hoiiiihni \va-. Ill fait, llaiiivri iiir

luiUicr. no one

i-lii'- >tandiiiir

It copiicr duiihh' phitc- nil' wliiili thn .-ilvrr-piat in,t: \va.-

.\t this diiimr. callril ttif ram lidarv.'" thr iir-t inlUX-

with tartar .-ami', with a

•iimpii>cd iif two duck- nii.r iillf.-<. havin_'- .ippn-itc a

pic lui.r (jU(UiUi!< and an cci

(</< an I II nil

a line roast mio-c

livf. The >cciiml cmir-c ha 1 tor it- cciitiv-

-tulTi-d with chc-tniit-. a cirn-salad

llirlltld \\ 1 th -1 ICC d lii'ct. iipp lie a di>h of ( iip-

ii'd-. and a tiirciii of -wcet turnip- hmki'd duwii upon a

nf iiiacaroni. This dinner, well -uited fir a janitors

'S fc-tivitie.-. cnuid he procured for. at the nio>toin

iiv francs; that h f t o\cr would kerp the house fnr I

. and liriLrilte would .-av

wo

1 1^1

1

when one receives, tile monev Hies It i- fri'dit-

tahle was liizliti d t>v two hideoii- >ilvcr-phiti d candle-

willi four branches, in whuh twinkled that ecoiiotnical
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f-;i!i(!lc ciillcil \\\r A III-' If . 'V\\<- liiKii '.ui- fi -|i|i mli'Mily wluti-,

ami tlir oM !lirr:iil-|i;illri-n |il;iti- Uii- .1 p;ili inal ii' i'ila;,'c. iIm'

fruil III' a [iiiM \\:\-v in.i'ir (lunii;: l!i>' K'l \ nliit k.h \t\ ..Id 'I'liin!-

liiT, ami h.iil -.r..il in \\\>- qiiaM n-tauraii; !:> ha.! k.|i| m
lli> ln(i;:c. lilll \Uilill Ua> -U |.|irr--. .1 lil I

^ 1 '1 il) all tip- i.lli..-.

'I'liu.- III.' I'ai'i' liaiainaiiz. il uill: \\\>- ili;:m:;-rMi.in. uuli lii.'

hnii-<-. aii'l uilli till' 'i'liuillh r-. uli"-' I'al.' il ua- -miI In r;--

ah..M' lliril- ,lUl| Ir\. I. 'I'll. Milialil-. ill. t '..illV lll<-.-. ,U1(! Il

I'l \ raijr r\( iianunl a few .-tiiiii-. wliich iii!iiiiniiii( ali'ij a -alir-

ical lilll n.'t . \jir.---r.| ih.iii-hi. Tli.;. aim.' ivi.w uf a:;,

sii jici'!..r liiNiirv. ail. I lli.' Minar.l- »aii| ].|ai!ii\ . imii;,'!! il;a!

ill. V had -..nil' afliTllLiiiLrlil.- in acci'[it 1 ii-- -11. h a .imiHT. i,i

l'.\ I'a.l.'. wIhi -al lii'-i'li' l'la\ic, w ii i-|i.i'..l li.-r:

"Villi >..• ill. \ 11''. .1 -.111.' .MM- \\li.. .ail I.a.li I'l.Mii hiiu 1m

li.c; \.ui ar.' latiiii,' wlial is (. .111111. >iilv rall<il (a::-nia,Lr. •\''

iild frii'iid (if iiiinr. lint llav-r M i!iaid> ; w i'.al li'.rriblf riiju.!-

il\I V.iiir daii-hiiif W'liil.l \»' lii>i in vmi. Th. -! |iar\iii>

'i-v, •, III,' \\rv'- i>i I 111' l:'!'. at iii.lili - ..f III! 11 'T (la\>. v, nliniii tli. ;!

(k'.L'alll .'. Tlicir -.'11. »li.i lia> tui'l\i' tli.iii>aiil I'ran.'- im-

niiii.', I'aii Will liii.l a I'aiiiiK' ill llir I'nlissr -t'l wiiliuiil dra.'-

^iiiLT llirir rake liirr .>ii -[M.-nlal i.-n. il i- a |>l.'a-uiv in [ila;.

ujiiiii ^lll li p.'.ijilr a~ if lii.'\' \\i IT a lia-- ..r a .•laii.ni.l.

I'lavii' li-li'iud \\,lli a rinil.'". ,-li'' did ii.il i'.iudni' lur I'n.il

wlicii TiiiMidii-i' liuiilh' ]ir,'~-('d it wiih lii~ ImmI.

"'I'liat is [i> ^\\r M'li a hint nf wlial i- i^'UIil,^ ..n."' sai.l h>';

"let us ciiiiininniralc \.\ lli.' ji.'dal. ^.u .iiulit In kimw iiii

thuroiiLdily -inc.' this niniaiin; . I am n.it the iiiaii i.i imliilu'"

ill I"'!!}' Iriiks."

I-"la\ii' hail iiul liccn >|)uiK'd In ^ll)l.^iol•ity. Tlir korii and

iim'niharra--i'd mainirr nf 'i'lu'.ni.i^.' Iia.l .la/zl-.l tlii- w.uiian.

to will. Ill ihi- a.li'.iii i-niijiu'i-r lia.l jiri'^.'iili'd tli. innt.'.-l in a

tiiann.T thai h I'l h. r nn rlmiri' hiii y.'- .>i' m.. Shr iiiu-t

acccpl him IT r.'jii! Inm ah,-ii|nlrl\ : ami a- hi- .Kmhirt wa-

tlu' r"-;ilt iif i-alriilal inn, he wali-lnd with a -.d't irlamv

Init w\\\\ an int.'rna! -airaiitv ih..' ('llV.-i ..f h-- fa-cnialiiui,

A- the ili-lu's nf ihi' -ri-nml I'.'tir-i' \'.i't'r iiiin'i rciiinv.-.l.

Minard. afraid iliat i'hrllion wiiuld fi)n.'.-tall liiiii, said t<i

'riiuillit'r. xiTV L'raW'lv

:
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\\\ , 1,111' 'rimillur. if 1 :i

liiiil aU iinpMri.int r..inii

ilc.i \.iu'- irnuiiT it wa< lic-

miiiiH ali'iii \" tiiakr !" >'Hi. one

to ha \<- as \vitnr:-«i'S
h l:(iiiiir~ Mill Ml iniicli that I flu

. Mir Lnh'-l-.""

I limHiif hcraiiU' I'ali'.

Vm, h;,N,. nlMaillrd f'T III.' tllr CfO--?" .Tlrd llC a. lu'

,, !,„,!< In. Ml Thru,!-- . and in pmvr that li- was ii-t want-

,!\ ai'U|rl!c'>>.

\,.u u:ll lia\r that -.i,i,- d.a,/ rrl)li'-'l ll"' "lavor; -hul

.IV than t!ia I. Tiir I'm-- 1- a la \<ir ilih' I" till' -.UK

>n nl a nil i,i>ii-r. \\ III I'la- I
111' I lii-tli>Il lli.U M) to >av,

,|,.,,,„,.„ ,i;„ .,, ,1,,. u,.,h1 will nf y.iur f. iii.w-riiizi'n.-

unni. .1 -f.'at niinili.T ..f \hr .Intor- nl' \"iii- arPHiuisse-

ha\i' I a-t tlicir i\ - ininii Villi, niiil \\ i-h to liiiiiiir Villi

llirir (..nlUlrlli

• f this arrniiili— I'nii

,v ('iafi;iiiu- Villi with tin- i''

lit in thi Muiiicilial Cuniici

ii'.'-i'iilii-

1 ..r Pari-.

n. as a II the w.ir ,1 knows, i^ Xhv L'lmiail j^^'iiefai oi the

liravii. ^a,l

riiillinn I'liM-

Miin.-ii'iH' l!

l)llt(H-i|.

Mavnr has anticipatod inr. ><\n1 he. in a

r.iK n w :! ii cm. "linn '. n It It is so thittiriiii' In Diir

,1 ,,, i„, ,)„. ,,i,i,,,.t ,,r iimrr.t en till' part <.) all <:»'n[

11 iiart> 111' till'

and to itain tlir
[
iiihlir vntc Iniin all

]

it a 1. that 1 niii-1 n.ii cmiiilain nf ln-inL' the Mv.iiid m lim

llcW t.l till' pilV.i'l' 11 f anih.ii'itv :' (And Iw h.lWl'd

„-,„.,, fnilv 1.1 Mnianl.) "V.-. MiiMritr Tl.nilln'f. many

..,,- t'link .if .Mvin- Mill thiir v.H.'s m that pm'tion nt tin.

,,. ,„li-...n,rnt whnvl'havr mv hiimhh' i'.a.at.-. and • lUi

h,\, ihr pai'tunlar advanta,-.- nf lu'in.^ di'MLMiaf.l hv an ..m--

.,,,, nia-i (sv//..//n.M. liv a man wh<.m we ilrM-iud to hrmnr

,i,, ..,!„, nf on.' of the m..-t di>tin!,nii.di.'d iiiliahitaiits ot

,,-.,ndi-M.nu'nt. wlm wa-. I ini-ht sav. for twnty yrars

•- i,-,i|„.i' uhn wa- in hi- lif.'tini.' a royal .onn.ill.ir. and our

. .n-.'iualivc in thr Muni, ipa! Ciuncil. 1
alludn to the late

r Poiiinot, Kilt his ni'lihrw. Doctor Hianchoti. oir.
\|..ii-!.an'

if ..iir i:lo rio. has. owin^' t.i In^
1
I'cssim: duties, dc. lined to
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siTVi' 11--. Ill' ihaiil, ! II- f'lr tin i .iinpliinciil jKiiil, !>iit iii-

(liciili i| 'i:<y (Hir -lill'r.iji - tlu^ r,iiii|iil;i!i' III' Mi)ii>i(iir the Miiyiir.

a.- 1)1 iiiL'. in !ii- i'|iiiiiiin. \\w iimn' (.i|i,-il)!r frniii the positiuii

lie f'lriiiilU i>i ii||i|ril
"

Aiiil I'liilliun >;il ilnwii aiiiiil ii iiinriiiiir iif .-iiiiiriiliat ion.

'riiiiillitr. Mill iiiav cniiiit nil \iiiir nld finnii.' -aid Cnlli-

villr.

Al ll;l- innlllrlll tllf !.'llr-l,- Wi'VV all liairll'il lj\ till' >i,i:llt

[H'.-riiii .| ii\ njil I'.riLMtlc ami M iiif. 'riiinl I iiT. I'.r lu'itti'. pal^'

a~ il'alMiiii til faint, lit tin- -Imw !,ar~ run inihnilrij duuii \vv

cliiTk-, trar- III' ili'i']ir-t jiiv : and Mnir. 'i'liinl lirr -at a- thmi^'li

>trni k li\ a lliiiniliilinll. Ifr I'Vi ~ lixrd. All at unci- the "Id

maid -jiian^' mtu iIh' kitiln n. (•r\ hilt tn .Io-i'')pliinr tin' i-ook

:

('m|!ii' intii till' 1-1 liar, iiiv ^'irl; Uf iiiu>t ;:rt mit tlu' uiih'

frnlll lirhitld till' raLTiit,-."

•"M\ iVa lid-." >aid 'rimilliir. in a ilmkinLT vmcr. "tlii-^ i<

till' ^iMiidi-t '\,\^ in my hl'i . lia|i|iM'r than that nf iii\- rlrctioii.

.-hiiiild I ]ii riiiil mv-' T In a^k tin' -iilTrairrs nf my frlinw-citi-

xrii>'" {!'' rhiiiil II. ' r,.iirsi ). ""fiir 1 fii 1 m\-i'lf miicli wnni

iiin with ihiriN \iai- nf |i\ililic -I rvicr. and ynii may siin-Iy

hilii'M- that a man nf liniinr -hmild cnii-ull hi- -trfii^tli Im-

fnrr hi- a--nmr- 'Jii- fiinct inii- of a ma:.:i.-t ratn.

| i'\|ir(liil imlhinu' li-- nf Vnll. Mnll-ii'lir Thii 1 1 1 ii-r."' irird

I'lii'llmn. '-rardnii mr. this i- tin' lir-t tinm in my lifr ihii'

I cvir intirrii|itid aiiv niir. and niii' who was fnrmrrly my

sii|H'riiir. In.'-, hill iindnr ihr i-irium>taiui's

".\(rr|it. a((r|it,"' cliid Zidii'. "I'lir 1,'nndnr" J-llki' ar-

ci'j.t I W'r nil d -mil 111.11 a- ymi fnr unvcninr."

"K.-iLin \iiiir-i'l''. ni\ i hiid'." -aid iMitnrij-. ••ami loii<i live

niir fuiiiin iniimillnr jlut \\r lia\i' tint 111 iiuT tn driiik
"

•W'rII. all i- >aid." ivplird Miiiard. "•ymi arr oiir caiidi-

(hilr. 1 h
;""

"\'<\\ r\]i.Tt tnn inmli nf iiii'.'" ^aid 'riuiilliiT.

•'i'hai'- all riirht."" iri-d (
'nl lf\ iUc : "a man wlm for thirty

years has worked in thr Lr.ii!i'V> nf the l^iireau oi Finance

.•^liniild he a trrasnre to the town."

•'You ai-i' iiiiKli loo im.Hiejt." taid vouug Minard; ''your
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11 itv is not uiikn

\- \n\i 111! in-i-l

TIp' Kiiii: w

lu II In 11- : It 1- a iii-'iviTvcrli al tlif liurtau.

he Well plra-ii « nil Miir riinh ail a->un'

^•.ii.
,1 Minanl. i!ilrrni|il in^' 'riiuillnr iii a |ii-ni( inu-

:|!i!irr.

(ItiitlrriMii. .-aid la v.ailf. "will >"ii jiirnni a p'Cfnf

|,ila!it nf the Saint-I.Hiiiii> t'aiil"'Ur- In makr a littK'

ark. uhi<-li luav imt l.r unini|inrtant '"

hr li'iiH ral •^tiiiiatiiiii nf tin- al.ililn- "I' ili'' ailvncato

'1 a >\iV\> -ilrllCM

111- llllhlclllf n r till' nia\nf

I. raiiiniiv al-n 111 iiur-. w

riinrv : that M )ll.-lrin'

all ailj'iitiitiL' arfninli^^i'-

hriv hi' ha- li ft -111 !i ail i\(t llciit

I'hi-lllnll. tlir mailr- vr-. I rr-

I It lllf nfarlf"— IlntlcniL' a Ili'L'atIM' L'l-IUrr nl

M.

I'lirll nil S

.f \u> haltalinii; the iiitluni,.' nf M-ii-hui- < nlUvillr.

fill i)V liis frank iirlianity; that nf Mnti-nnr tlir ChTk

liir I'cacf. nn h'-- valualili- ; ami inl\ nU 11 htlinl'Ir rtlnft-

I'diri's nl >iuctf >l ,llt till \ iiri' lint -Urrr-- I

i
niiiaiii a >|ii'i'ily trinin|ili t 11- li-Pf ami iHiw pird.L'i

t-rlf.

h

ivr- In kri [. a |.riifnUnil mIi'IHV a- In nlir llltrllllnll.-.

.\, It.', uiiliniii will, ml: or <lt'.-ir-

ri'iiU'

,-; ll(•^t^^ar\ In hi' nVrlTnlllt'. Till' jm-

1 1' 'i'-rw iM'. we

it. I'livv ami the liki' |ia-inii-. wlmh umilu .

ur iialli nh-tacli

'iitiiucnt nf tile mw snrial I iruaiii/.atinii. u.- vrrv

iti,,„.— its vvnihn!. ami thr ,uniaraiity u f It.

lie- in ;-hann,Lr ]»>uiT with the iiiiililii'-i-!a--r

\i-t-

who

ill' real .-tri'iiirtli nf innd.'rn Micirty. ih.' -rat nf mnraliiy,

fct'lillir. nf illti M-trV. IMI t we must

I '. . rv lull

'. cxtiinliil In iiiarly

lice, has ari)U,-f(l aiiil;itinii-, and tlif la-r "In hi.' >utnc-
ivi.'rlook tlu' p irt that till' Iram

if 1 iiiav btbe allowrii till' plira.-i 111 -nr al drplllS

h ^hnuhl lu'vcr havt' l)tfii aj^itati'il. ^nlm' uniihl ^vi' jrnod

;r ('tf'irt^, (>tlll'r^ c'll : il is iml for iih' tn ,l,'i

f minds ht'fnri- wlmsc .-iiptrn

lll'S-

:i 11! tilt' prt'^t'iK'i' I)

nlUillI IllVSflf hv pnl ntiiiir nut the (laniTcrs our

nil' till' i|

iritv 1 hnw ;

ffii'iid must

miter. It i> hart'lv a \\e<

ifpreseota

k :-im(' the (Irath nf nlir hnllnr-

tivc in the Municipal Councii. and the di-lriet
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i-aln';i(l\ in ii tMiimli Iimmi |>.ii\ .unl.itiniH. I-.k h ..iv dcMr.'^

,,, 1„. pr.'.iMnn ,1 ;.i ulLit-s-r m-i. TIm' unl f-r ,!,, tm,, i,i;.y

,„,t tiik>- .'ll'rii t'-r iin-llirr iiiuiiiIl I'nnii imu until tti>M,

i,n;,-i,H^ !^' u.ln-i.r-: I In .in, utlVl'. I .Milnai vnn. .,Mr

InriHl 'I'l.uiinrr I- III.' 1.1-u- "f lii^ ..,,|,Mn,.ni-: In u- ii^r

,|,.|i\,.,- Iniii oMP |M |mMi.' i!i-(U"inn. Ihal iimil'Tii li.irpv. ill.'

tniMii'i'i i-f -aliiiiniy and mw. llir i-nLxi ..f iiiimn.il frrlin.'-

,,,,1, |,|.,,,,,| ,,, l„.l,ti'l,. ;||| ilut 1- -ival. Iliat dl-lini r^ all that

is .sir.v,l. and !. fniiU llu' n -pr, laMr. l.'ai!. r iH n- dn a-

thc llnnl parlv i- .l.an.Lr m ll"' l 'liaMi!"T \n!r and .-a.v u»\h-

•\\r -.|i,'ak> uvll." -aid I'licllinn to lii^ nciL'lili'T l»iitoc(i,

"And li"\v M'!i-il)lf li>n.

I'jivv liail tiiriird Minard's >nn vrllnw and L^r-ni.

•I'rrf' cllv inn- and \\i 11 -:\\A." m.'d Minard.

•Cnanimuu-lv .arrnd."" -aid CmIN'mII-. -< I, nil.'inon. ue

ap^ mm ..f h.-.n^r. it i- .Micii-li that w iind.T-tand rarh

•rii,. riid jn>tiliiv- tlir 111. an-." -an! IMi-IIhui. ..niplifiticallv.

At tin- iiiiiiih'nl Mlir. 'l-|inillirr annraivd. Inllnwd \>\ h-r

two dnnii-lir-. Sli.- had ilin k.\ -r ih- (-''dar m li.r lult. and

tluv.' IhMIIi- '<[ chanijiaLMi.'. thn-r u|' .,1,1 li, riiiita-.'. and ..iir -!

Malaira uint-wnv |>la(vd upuii tiic taM,':!ait -la^ lar-idf •arri.d

a liulr hntil.' with ivM.ftfnl raiv. m-i.h likr a I'airv (iara-

lH,->r, which slu' plar.Ml hrf.rc hrr-,-lf. In ih" inid-i nf ihr

liihintv caii-cd hv thl^ ahiindanrf ,if ( hniir < he . a Iniit :<l

\nv trratitiKh— in strikiiiL' cmtra-i t . la r n-iial hna m.^rlnlv

niL'-ardlinr-.-— jM.iirrd nni hv ilic "Id maid in ihr d. liriiim nf

hr'r jnv, ihciv aria\n,| niimffnn- di-la- nf d.—.rt : a !i-aiMd-iin

di-h'..f i-ai-in^. fm-. alninnd-. and mil-:- pvr.imnl,- nf .n'an.^^..-;

cnii fret inn.-. (aiulKd fnul- hmii-hi fmm thr dnpil- nf hn-

cl.ixi^, and which, hiii fnr the circmii>iancc>. would haw-

ru'vcr llL'iircd nu the lahlc-dnth.

••Cch-Ic. thcv will hiin.LT ynii a hnttlc .if hi'anilv that in.v

father <:ni in iMivt: make an nhm-v ^aiad :"" crm! -he to lit
>•

(:ijtef-in-law. -.Mon-ieur I'iiellion. npcit ih,. champa^^ne

;

• Qualrc-mnnUanU-- the four U'Sgars "
; a i.ii.ular KrLiwh .lus.'-tTt.
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III' ( 'mIIiA llh'. \>i\\ 1 ;ill lll.lki- till' r.itk- |l'i|) 1

"

twii lll;ll'l- cli~| iilillti i| ( li,iliili:i:^nr ,i,'lil>-r«. ( hiril ;_'-l;ll;l^-

I'lMfilr.lllX.

-r-, JMl- ,|. -•'•jlllllll' I il 11 |li| III tln'ri llinl'l' llllt-

I
;! Vriir of till' CMlllrl !' cnnl 'I'll II 1 1 1 KT. "( i( III IflUCll,

i\i' in;i(li' ni\ -i-Nt ln-f In r IhmiI,

(1 ilii- t\( iiin^ |r,iiiili iiii'l I ,iki -.
" -hi

:ii In tlif ilriiL''--tnri' in Imp, -nm.

-;liil "I li:IV('

li;l Mv (ind ! ll' ..mIv

i^lloun lllill till- ililliKT li:nl |M i|u Ullll 111! i-|r( I 'till."

hcii .-lie 1(1 her .-i-li r-iii-l,i\\ . "I wiiiM luivc -iT\r(l a

r,il I.iiiltIi LMTi'ii'i] t! I- .-iiii'i

I t|i ! W,' li;i\r ;| u'nn-c. ,-;ihl M ni.lld - >'ili, lallirlllll^.

i - .ill 1 1! u Mill that liliiw > no diH' Lr<"»i. '' cMhiimcil Mine.

:ci'. a.- .-Ill' .-aw uiiirr(iii.< i/hiiis nini iiiininjn llMllllitl

>':;.. 'I'huillirr"> fact' \va< blazin;,'; >lif win a suihtIi sif:lu ;

• ii;ii| 11 -i^Irl'"- |n\c a->Ullli(l >1H ll a fri'tixii'ii cNllfo-iiill.

I" ih'i>'/ wlin kiidw htr ll I- i|iiiic tniiihiiii:." I'finarkcil

( nlhAillc.

L:la.-,-c- wciT lill'.'il. ihry Ini.k,-,! al .'aili (iiIht; tiny

A iiir\|icct a ina-t, w hi'rfii|inii ia I'fvraili' >aiil:

1,1 1 lis ijnnk to -niiicilmi:: .-uhliiiic I

'

\,i looked ll|> ill a^tolli-hlll^ll!.

• lo .Madciiioi.-fllr ilriifillo."

! ai'o-r. toiiihcd irla^M -. and rricij : "Virr }['i'li unnsiHr

i>i\" So -urdv i-an thr i'\|)iT,-.-ion ot' a \v\\>- -rntmii'iit

littliii-ia.-iii.

\'> r a toa>t hy I'ludlion to M. Miiianl ami lii> u ih'. Thiiil-

loposi'd:

i
' f Kinir ami the royal t'ainilx ; 1 add nothing-, tlif toa.-l

•M."

lo ihr rlcction of my liroihcr."" said Mile 'riinillicr.

I am ^^oiiiu to makf vnii laiiLdi." .-aid la I'cyrado in

f i.ivif's uar, as he arose.

» La chai rdUs y icri-cnt—lhc cart-s art; unloading.
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t

,„i nil. MiD'ii.i < I \-»rs

..|',, ,i„. ];„];, -. t!,,,i l,.'Ail.!.iM..' -x I" «lH.m wr .>wr .nir

ll.ljll'IIH--. ,„,, t,. ,„. n!|..M "nv in. .III,!-. -l-t,T-. .111'! WIN.-,.

,,| i,\ iln- l.,a-l. C.iliiAiil.'. .ilrfiiilv
\l'ii.|- i!i.' !iil.ii:n iMii

^;\\ . ( \i I.IMM. .1 :

T!,..nnv..i ..r..-.MM,;.l-l ll,r, t pP.f.uuHl -il.'iuv.

..,„„, I, ,,„,„. ,,,,„,, ui-iiint, ..!,-. 111.' -iPn^'ll' aii.l -r.in.lrm-

(,f ll\IM-th' l'l\IIH>'."'

An,/,. .,,ni- .n,n.-v.Mi...M mimI .. L u iinMni...rt.ini !na^t>.

(..l,.,|r ('..l|i\ill.. -.1'.!. liini.ll. :

'n„. ,
r-Ml i;,„l-.-nil...M.i,Mli..' l-;..-..flH. -..linntlHr;

,, ., ,,f ill,. !i..ii-.-. uilli ih. ,.\i,n-.i..!i .>! a .!
-'

.'. u.iii(l(rin;: I'nuii tlic
hr. Hi., nil

,l,,.|lil will. Ii in:i-l' I- '" "'" \ '• I" ' -''

_!;l\v l„ ih;.! ..f TIllMlli.T. in.

I

III

I'.ur ,.r 1;. I- t.rnl.!.' -i-irr-iii-

„l,l,M.,„-of',.,-.ir. lii.i ''-J"^ "" ' I...— mu.-rn-in,,,....

1.

,1.,, ,ll-.l.v-..l uiir ,.n.l .lin..>, .miiv ...nil.in.;! with !.
r

,,,,..|nl l....k ..1 |.. M.MiMli.l.il 111.' ..ll-,.i, t tlu. voUM,'

CM.-l.' uh... al^'i,. lu 111.. u..rl,!. kii.u thr ^;|ll|.' "I jl'-"

wnni;!!,-- li. ;.i! : MilVrrin- In.ni .ill. v, i r„n.n|,n- li-ix'lt i"

Cud :iliil ill!- ' in!. I .il.'lU'.
_ , , I, I

-1,, ,1„. ,!.;ir .InM u.m' h-r iMtl. u.i>U s.,.1 l;i I .vnni-

tn Mill.-. «'"!!' '•'II''
,, , ,1,.

..,,,, ,,„_ „,, ,i;.i,-].i.'i-.- -u'l <'-n''vin.'-. ';_^^'' i'''^'' ''"'

iHT.ni!.-.. x.l l...lnnk.:iiHl n'- ''"^"'^ ^^"'' ^'-':
. ,

,

.•|'„n,v.' U...ln,...li.rr--n.l ti,. .nl. in.hnn.^.-r - :i-

T...p..Hfuli;i...f.Mv Mn„..TlnnllHT 1 h„i,lm:: ii wunnl .
-•.

T!„. ,„,.:,• u..ii..n. .|ui„. M.,nv.l. l....K.,l ilimiidi ;i v.il ..

,„.,„onni.h..lannIv.a.-..uvllun,l,.M a,w ih. .• -i.

L.d^^ >nnu.-...av 1.. u-akn..- haii -u-li a l„v..h >,.!,!..
•

;,,,„ ,,„.,,,„„,.,.> wa^,--.ural:.v..ry man m.r and bowed H

Mine, 'riuiillicr.
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\ii' C.-l.-l. wi-h i hail .1 kiii'"l"lii I" ,iv at \inir

.1 I'.iix PIhIIimii

tt* ^IttM I I'ti.lliuii -liid a ttar. .iii'l I'^ii lMi|u(i| wa.-

,\ h.ii ,1 lii.innni- . ImM'" slid Ma-L iihm-.|I. 'I'hiiillitT,

.: .iiiil riiil.r.i. iii_' In r -i-icr-iii l.iu

,

\ ,\^. iT- in\ Mini." -aiil t 'nll>\ ill. . |'"-ini: hkr an ailil'li

I 'ill 111 nil ll.|-!il|i .mill \ \'inr' 'Ma--i - ; i' III!

a-~i--. iiiMiii 1',, ih,' liiir an- : lln- tl'ivvir ..| -Mial

I'jiijitv viiiif -la-- -; p'lIU \'ii:i' .^Ha-i -, 'I'm aimllirr

I, -I i\al llif ila\ al'ii r ilii' I'K'i I 'nii I"

, -,,,! I- 111 liiai hill Im.'iI.:'' a-ki'i| Diii,...! ..f Mil.'. Tlniil-

anl -llr. I- iilir II lll\ lllfll' I" ,t!l.- ..f M.

.11 \ liiiiiriir : 1
111' -'1 laul i

- |',,i-
( '.li'-ir - uriliiiiiLr. am!

i-i I'lir ill.' 1 liri-ti'iinj- i.f h. r !ir-t . liilil.

\\\ -i-tcr ha- h.-t Iht Inail.'" -ai.| riiiiilli.r m <
'.i||.'\ illr.

, .JMitur (iiiliil uilli a i.ia-i l.v 'I'hiiilliir. .-u--L'f>t.il to

•., 'riii'i.il..-.-. uliiii liir MalaLM >iiark|.Ml in the ;,'la>si.'S

inan\ I'liliir-.

.I!i\illi\ .l;-' ntli'nnii. ilrank I'l fihmlsJiiji: l'..r in>M'll

ill till- L'lii. fill- u mi hi mil frii iiil<

r- ;_M-i'it((| till- .-jii'ii li : liut Itiiti'i.j rritiarkiil a-iilf ti

^- iiiiinii'r til II.. nr• -mil Malaria '!"« n -m-li a cla-.- of

W \\ UT i-oulij mih iniitatr thi-. ni\ iliar. -an! Mi-

ll. to 111 r - [1.111 -1'. niak Ml M hiT l; la-- riM-- l.\ i!i.' iiiaiimr

M -111- -111 kill iloun ilir Spani.-li lii|iiiiir : ""whal a for-

liniilil inaki'.

liail ri'ai liril ln'i' liiirln'-t ^Iatl n!' incan.lr-i-i'uri' ; ^he

:litful.

iii-\vii-i'il Miiiaril. iitn oiir- i- maili'

I
' :! I Villi thin -i-liT. tliat wi- lia.i lii-!!i r taki- v in

' -aiil l>ri;4!ttc 111 li.'l- -.-!.!.

'riiuillirr uliudR'nllv a->uunil lln air u f lui-liv^tf of

iii-c and arujf.
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•Ah! ynii iiiv _M-(;it v, i/.anl.'" said l-'lavir Cull.'villo to la

rcvrad'r.' a- -lir tonk In- arm m -m tn the (liiiin--ro,)iii.

••Y,,t "l raiT In l.rwiKil \'<\\ aluiir : and. indeed. 1 am only

,;,kii|.. mv n\en^v. Yuii" an m-iv clianuin- to-lay llian

ever.

Think .if 'riuiillior:" ivplh d <hr. MM-kini: tn avoid a roii-

!iM.--"'rii'iillior. wlio iinauniios hiniscll' a |inliii(iaii. "

•"i;!il. n,\ dear, a lar-v -harr nf ilic ahMiiditir> in thi-^

unrld :1V ilie ivMill nf joM Micii c ,n>iii Tarir^ :
the iiiao is nor

^,, ,M,iiiv in ihi- n-|HTt a- unr nii.irht tlimk. In how many

f;,,nj|„.: ,1,, Nun nni hv the hn-hand. tlie ehildreii. and the

f;.,,,|„l, ,,f the ImllM liePMiade a Veiy -illv IN .the!' TJUlt -^lle !-

wiltv.-a niniher tifiv year^ uld that .he 1. -t:!l vonn- and

he;nitil'ul.-"all of whieh i^ iiieoneeivahly lire.-ome to thn.e

v,h:. are nut inten-led. Oiu' man nwes hi> iinhln,-hin.<r ^elf-

,,„„,, It \n the idolalrv n\- a nii-tre". and hi- |ierM>tency in

wntin- dn-L'erel tn tlm-e wlin are paid tn make hiui heliew

that he IS a -reat pnet. Kverv lamilv ha- it> -real man: and

the ivMill i-. a- in the Cliamher. a L'eiieral nh-eiirity. nr,t\viih-

Mandin- all the himioarie,- n| i-raiiee. All. well, mtelli-ent

l„,,|,|,.
hniuh tn liiein-elve^. that I- all. Vnu are the nitellee!

.,,,,1 iiie heauiv ..f Ihi- little hnurL'e.Hs u.)rld: that is whv i

wor-hip vnu.
'

r.iit mv -eeu,i,l ihnii-iit ha- h.en tn draw vna

awa\ frntn tlii-. fnr 1 ln\e ymi -nirerelv. And \ei it i. nior.'

frieiid-iiip than hue. altlmn-h a -nnd deal nf love may lia.-

Mijiped III."" he a. hied. pre--io- liev m hi- heart, in 'he retire-

ment -d' the uindnw-ree, -- In whiejl he liad led lu r.

"Madame rhellinii will plav the piann." eri.Ml (^ollevillp.

'•Wr nin-l all dailee tn-ni-ht - llie hntth'S. BriLTIIte'-^ IWelllV-

H,u-pieee.-. and "uv Intle LMrl-. I'll -n and fen h mv elar-

i,„„.t.- II,' handed !ii> .anptv entlVe-cup tn in- wife, anu

^niihd tn -r her nil -iK-li -nnd teriii- witli hi Pevradi'.^

••What hav-. vmi dniie and -an! to my hushaiid ^ a.-ked

i'davie nf the .edlleer.

"Mii-t we tell ea( h nilier all niir .-eeret-^?"

"Vnii dn not h.ve h,.-. tlieii." -aid -he witli the sly coqtiftry

ut" a woman uim ha. alnin.i made up her mind.
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•Well, siiKM you 1(11 me Jill vdur MTiTts." .-^nid he Irttincr

,,-lf out in ;i spirit of Provcuml piycty. ahvuy- Miiparcutly

.harinin^'. so natural. >o unaircctcil. "I would not conceal

in vou a pain in my licai-t."" ilc led lur to a window and

-1. ~niilin<i:

•t -lli'villc. poor man. lias -cm in mc the arti-t crushed

.r\ thcs(> liourircoi>: siliMit li-fori' tliem liccaus(^ I was mi--

.;.'-tood, mi^jud.i:ed. repcllcil ; hut he felt the heat of the

pd lire which was devourin^i; !iie. ^'es. I am." >aid he in

\>- of inten:-e conviction, "an arli>t in words after tlio

'h-r of Herrver: I could make juries \ieep \<y weepin,!:

• if. for I am as iicr\ou> as a woman, 'riieii your hu.-liaiid,

lonk-: u|ion the middle-(dasses with hm-ror. made ^r;nue of

• with me: \ve I.eu'an liv lauLdiin;:. hut ev-ntually l.ecame

;-. a!id he found me as -{mu;^ a- iiim-e|f. I told him of

. i;ciui' to make suhirihuni of 'I'huillier: 1 showed him all

I iielit he would derive from coutnillin.i; a political man-

:t ,,nlv. said 1, "to he called a «/< ('olle\ille. and to put

I ,-hollld 'ike to see her, aS

come a
irmin^' wife in the position

Id

ded
lie id' a rcceiver-LnMieral. whence y<ui could in

\. fur to reach your ]iroper position, all that i^ lie:

-|i.iid a few year? in the Ipper or Lower

\illa::e. where evervliodv will lo\e you. and where your

IS. m some

!li cai)tivate evcrvliodv." And this." he add ed. ••\-oU Wll

nl of a(comydi-llill^^ if you ltivc your <

has ir.tluence in llie Chamher. (iood reasons (ii

tear ( 'cleric to il

lis-

in a jest ave the power of penetratinir dct-per into

niintl tlian if soherlv stated: -o ('..lleville and 1

ihe l.esl friend- in the world. Don't you ivmemher

d t. I me a t the tal)lo: 'Wretch, vou have -tolen niv

r.y the end of the evellin,<r Wc shall he tlleeillL^ and

1 -hall licfiu-e lone invite him to a jollv partv. Mich

i- allures artist.- who have hecome hrokeii to dome-tie

d i:et him to ki'k over the traces. it will make u^ as

1 'rhuillier are. or more so. for I have

that 'I'huiilicr will he luir-ting with jcaloii:-\ wIumi he

harnier. i- what a deep -eniimeiil

1 1 leiids a> he ani

ro-ctte T 11>. IMV I

'IK- the couraire to do. CoUeville will adopt me ; t^o

hM
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Ilia! I inav vi~ll at Miiir linii-..' liv \\\< invitation. Rut what,

wciuldirt \"U make inr ilu? I, irk kpcrs. -wallow li\<' tojuis,

srilucf Iii'i'jittc— vi .--. 1 wciiiM iiiipali' ii:\" heart on iliat pirki-i-

fcnco. if 1 ncnlni her t'nr a (•rui<'li to ilrai:- nic to yniir kiici--!"

••'I'lii- rniiii;-."" ^aid .-ho, '•you friuht'noii nic."

".\iiil tlii- .•vcnniL'' yoii arr rca.--urril. ^^<." ^aid ho. "\\<\\

wil! never >nll'or liarin I'roui mo.""

•^dn are. I nm-t own.ii nio-t o\i inordinary man."

"Oh. im: in\ >nialle>t a- well a- my ureate-l otforts are

l)iit the rell((tion of the llaiiie which \"n ha\e kindled; I

imen<l to heeonie vour ^on-in-law. -o that ue inav never part.

Mv wife. oh. mv Hod! -h" ei.idd he iio more than a maehiiie

to hear children: l)tit the .-niireine hein;.^ the divinity, will

he von."" he whi-p"red in her e;;r.

••^'ou are Satan !"" -aid -he, with a >ort of terror.

••\o. I am ,-omethim: 'd' a poet, like all the people of my

couiitrv. Conic, he mv dosephiiie. I'll come ami sec you

to-morrow at two o"(dock : I have an ardent de-ire to sec where

voii slee]i. the fiirnitiiri' \on u>e. ihe color of the han,<ri!t.ir>.

linw voii arraiip' things around vou, to >e(,' the pi'url in its

shell."

lie -lipped cleverly away after ihe-e words, not ^rivin.? licr

a chance to reply.

Flavie. who in all her life had not heen made love to in llif

]»a>>ionate lamruairc of romance. ,-.it >till. hut hapjjy: her

jioart paljtitated : -he told her-elf it wa- diHictilt to re-i-t

such inlluenee. For the lir-l time Theodose had appeared in

new tro\i-i'rs. -rav .-ilk stockiii.i,'s and pump-, a hlack .-ilk

waistcoat, hlack silk cravat, on the how of which sparkled a

tasteful irold pin. lie wore a fash.ionahle new coat, and

vellow srloves that -.1 oil' lii< white wri.-thands. He was the

onlv per-oii prcM'iit who had the deportment of a LTeiitleman;

in fact, he was the onlv on,' with any >tyle or air among the

now rapidiv arriving guest<.

Madame I'ron. in'r Harniol. came with two -i-hool-irirls aL'ed

seventeen, eonlided to he, iiotherlv care hv families residiui:

in Bourhon and Martiuioue. M. I'rou. a profe.--or of rhetoric
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;i H-h(»il iiiaiia-v(l hy pri.-t^. ua- nf ilir riirllioii moilfl, hut

ir,Ml of Imhi-- Mipniinal. iiHlii'-m;.' m phrax'^ ami dniiou-

,iii,.ii,-. aii.l |)o.-iii- a> a iiin,lrl, lie wa^ ilrv and sententious.

\! ..;-!. air aial Madam.- I'nai. ihe -liiiiii],- li^dit> nt' llic I'lud-

1, ,11 >al(in. rrcnvcd un Momlay-^. Tla'V were very (d'isfly con-

;. <.d uitli the I'hfUinn.- ihr<iii-li ihr Uarniuls. Although a

,l.--.,f. hldr I'ron daiirrd. Thr urrrai rmMWii nf th>'

I
.:ia\r m-Iilutinii. w iih uImcIi M^Mi-eMir and Madanir i'hrl-

;, had lieen cnniudrd I'm- nuiily yrais. had inen-aM-d inulrr

. iiianagenieiil (d' MaihaiUM-cllc llarn.inl. the ahh'st and

-I nf it.- suli-iiii>liv-.-r-. Mnii>k'Ur I'nMi .'njoyed iiuieh in-

.. Mil in that jiart (if the .iiiartrr li.uind.'il hy the lioulevard

Mi.nt-I'arna-M'. the l.uxriidMUirL:. and tiie l!ue df Sevres.

II, h,. saw lii> ffifiid. IMirlliuii tiiuk liiin uneere-

I
,iii.,ii,-lv liy the anil, hd hiiii inlu a cornrr. and initiated liini

•

. ihr 'riiuilliiT (uiL-jiirary. After a e(,nversation of ten

:: ' i;u>, thfv M,u;.dit 'riiuiHa'r: and ih.' rccc~> (d' the window

Fiavie nanained at)sorl»ed in her

ihniit duulit. a trio worthy in its way
,~ii(' tn that m wlueli

riiiins na rliui !(!. \vi

if the tJH-ee Swiss in Wllllivn T'll.!iat

1.1 \nU M'C "hrodosc hiad jii-t >:\\i ii- l-davie. '"tin' honest

aire IMudlinii mtriLMiuiL

th

r a -ntlieirnt reason, an•or a

-I man will wa<te in the miiililir>t waIters. \\r has eau'dit

little rr( ami I'roii is kcepiiii: n

lerest nf Felix I'liellmii. Let u.- >eiiarate them; t'
int

leeii to;.'ether ten miiiii

ice with linn, solelv

U'V

tes. and voiiiiix Miiiard has heeii

., Img round them like a mad hiilldnLC.

1 Vjix. >till limhT the <lee|) elliollnn ini| )arted hv Celesti

r.ais act and the eiy that ^lu-an.ir fmni the girPs heart.

;h im one l)iit Mme. 'Ihiiillier ^tlll hnfe 11 111 iimi'l. Inl)e-

iM^pired hy niie nf thn>e iiigiaiinii- imp

hnllot Wlle^ I if I nil

iilx'S wliuli are

.\e ; hut he wa^ iini tn the '•manner

natiiematio had made him .ahxait-minded. He sia-

lllllIM If hv Mine, 'i'hiiillier. imaginii n: tha t Celeste

attracted thither. T u;- rii-e \\a^ adiiiirahlv success

II.- deei) call ulatmii. witlmii I it cnri'opnnding jiassion, was
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in F('lixV fiivnr. a- ilw' mivociUc Minanl. wli<i rcpirdcd Ce-

leste solciv I'niiii :i liinvenar.v i"iint of view. liMil iio such

sudden iii-pinil inii. and >\\>\nH\ liis cnlTee and talked polities

witli LandipM,!-. P.arninl. and l)iUoe(| I'V tlie enmniand of his

father, ulio" uii> thinking' of the ehntion of the h-ir-hitnre of

"Who eotihl help loving Celeste r" -aid Felix to Mine.

Thuillier.

"I»oor little dear, no one in the world loves me hut her,

refdied the poor -lave. restrainin.LT lu'r t.ars.

"Oh! madaine, we liotli love vou." said the candid Ma-

thieii Laen-herLT. ^milin.ir.

"What are you talkin-- ahout ?'" a>keil Celeste of her god-

mother.

"My c-hild." replied the pious victim, drawing licr goil-

fhild down to her ami kissing her on the for.'hi'ad. "he said

you lioth loved ine."

"Do not be angry at my presumpi ion, mademoiselle," sanl

the future candidate for tlie Acad<>iiiy of Sciences; "out all'W

me the honor .d' realizing it. it is my nattin— injn-^tice r.
-

volts me deejily. Yes. tiie Saviour <d' tlie world wa- ri<rht pi

pronii.-im: the future to the me.'k heart, to the sacriliced lainli.

A man who had merely loved you. Celote. would hav.' adond

you after voiir iioide' adion at tlu> tahlr. I'.iit innocence

i> tlie sole eon.-olation of the martyr. You aiv a good yoiiii-i

<''\-] and you will become one id' tho-e women who are at once

V,. gl TV and tlie haiiiiiness of a family. Happy the man

v.h.im \ou \>.iil ( hoose.""

"I)(: r godmother, with what cye^ does Monsieur Felix see

"I!.' appreciates you. my little angel ; 1 shall {.ray (Jod for

llolll n( \,)U."

"If \on knew how happy i am iKM-aiiM' my fath<M- can ho of

.s'rviee' to Monsieur •riiuillier! and how niiieh I desire to be

xi^cfiil t.i vour lirother I""

"'rii-M.'" -aid Cele-tr. "you love the whole family?"

"Certainly," replied Felix.

"1,
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True love iihvays ^hrniid-; it.-rll' in tlic iiiysIiTics of mnilc-ty,

t,i II ill it?; t'Xi)n'ssi(iii ; it is its uwii cvidoiicc. It has no iiL'od,

a- i'.iIh' Iuvc liiis. of inililisliin«: itsi'lf to tiic world; and if an

;
~- iMT liad liccn aiilc to j^lidc into tlif Tluullicr salon, ho

,d 'lavr written a book in coiitraslinii the two scenes,—in

:iL,' the deep seheiiiiiifr of 'J'heodo-e, and the simplicity of

[•\i\. One wa> nature, the other arlfulucBS, the true and

lal>e face to face.

Xuticing liiT daui,diter f;i)wing with happiness, exhaling

: iiiiv throiijrh every pore of her face, Inautifiil as a young

_ ! ;:atheriii;i the lir>t rose> ot an indirect declaration. Flavie

: : ,1 pan^r ,,£ jealousy in her heart; she went to Celeste and

. . -pei'ed to her:

Villi are not behaxin^ at all nicely, my dau;,diter, evory-

I :i\ 1.- ob^ervin^^ you; you will coni])romisc yoiux'lf i>y talk-

.1 u >o lon^r wiili Monsieui Felix without knowing whether it

: - our ajiproval."

|'>ut. niamma, my godmother is bore."

•,\!il pardon me. dear friend," -aid Mine. C'olk'villo, "I

I. 1 Hot see yuu."

•'Like all the rest of the world." replied the golden-tonguod

> . .lohn Chrysostoiu.

Tins retort slung Mmc C'olleville, wlio took it as a barbed

p >u. She glanced haughtily at Felix, and said to Celeste:

• ^
I tl'.i re, my daughter," seating herself beside .Mme. Thuil-

! and ])ointing to a chair at her side.

I will kill myself with hard work." said Felix to Ma-

in 'i'huillier, "or 1 shall beecune a member of the .Academy

SricMices and make some grand iliseovery and thus win her

: :mI by my fame."

Ah." said the poor woman to herself, "if I could liave had

iaiH|uil and gentle scholar like him I might have developed

-'iv. !v in the shadow of a retired life. Thnu hast not willed

;. !iiv (iod; but HulW and bless these children. They were

i: idc for each other."

M I'tame

.i.'b\ h

huillier sat jicnsively listeniiiLr to the clatter

er si 4er-in-law. a true work horse, lendiui: her hand
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tu li-.-Ip llii' lun MTvaiit.- clrar the talilc takf i'\i'rvtliin<r ixit

dl' till' (luuii,Lr-i'ii'iiii. In make rnmii for tlw daiucr-, vocitVratint;

like the caiilaiii ni a Iriuatc (Hi Ins «|uartfr-ili'ik wliilf ]>v-

parin.!,'' fur an allack: "Have vdu any currant >vru|i? Kiin .'iii

and liuv miihc uri^cat I" (ir, •'I'luTr's nor ciiunirli ulassrs! and

too liiilr mil rniiijU'! (wini' and water) ; take tlmsc >ix Ijotlii'S

of /'// 'ir,iiiiiiirr that 1 liavc Jii^-t l)roii,Ldit up and make more.

Kci'|i an t'\r on Colliml. liie port'-r. that lie doi-n t i^'el at

anvlliin^'! ('aniline ni\ ^irl. wait at ilif sidi'lioard ; vou

sliall liavf a >]n>' ol' liaip :t' they krrj) it up till the inorniiiL,'

lioiuv. lint no ua>ir, niiiid you. Kecji an eye on cvcrytliinL'.

Pass the broom Iicit. and put more lul in tiic lanip.-i don't

have anv accidents. AiTan;:v the remains of tiie dc^sci-t, -o

a.s to make a .-how on the hull'et ! Why doesn't my sister conu'

and help u>? I can' think what >iie".s about— the dawdh'I

,Mv (iodi JKJW !-low >iie IS I llrH', take away tliese cdiairs; ihry

iiei'd ail the room they can ;:et I"

The aiinouiicenhnt of a dance at tlie Thuilliers' had i:"!

noix'd all! lit ill tile i-u.\eIlll'Our^^ As a conseipieiice the >a!'ii

wa- full of r.arniol-. (.'ollevilles, riiellions, Laudi^eois, and

the like.

"And voii. I5ri,Lritte, are y-a ready r"" ?aid Colleville. ru~li-

iii;: into tile (lininj,'-room : "it is nine o'clock. They aiv

]iackcd as dosi' a.- herriii.ijfs in the salon; Cardot. his wife,

ills >on. hi> dauL'^litiT. and his future son-in-law liave ju-t

arrived, ai; ompanied hv young Vinet. and the whole fuulioiin:

Saint-.\ntoiiie is ru>hing in. Can't we move the piano in

here;'"

And he gave the .--ignal by piping on his clarionet, the merry

notes of which were received by a hurrah in the salon.

It Were u-eh>s to paint a ball of this kind. The toilette-,

face-, conversation^, were all in keeping with one detail wiilch

will ,-urelv suilice the least lively imagination; they were all

(d' one character and eolor. They pas>ed round, on tarnish.'d

^habb\ tra\>. eomiii"ii i;!a-M-- tilled witii wine, niii ruiij/ii. <\"'\

t(iu .<iii'n'''. \\ longer intervals appe.ired the trays hearinu'

urgmt and ^yrups. There were tive card-tables for twenty-
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pl.ivcrs an(1 cif'litcon iliiiicinjl couples. At niir o'Hook in

.riim^ Mm C. I lllllilltT, Mil.'. l?ri'ntt.\ Mnw. 1* H'llion,

ii r liu>l)anil wrrc (lra;:.i:('(l mti> a rou.uli en uiitrv (laiiro

1,1 l!iiiilaiuiin'. in whirl) \)\\{'Hi\ ti.irunMl with a \>'\

lii'ai

1

1. looking' like a Kai.yL* When this intrriiiinai)lo

had la>t.'(l for a full hour, and l'.ri<:ittc announce

ih.'v wirlu'd to c-ari-y lur in trium|ili: hut ^lu• jut-

ssity of hidin;; a dozen tiottle-- of old liur-

IV witie. Kvervhody was so well pleasid, matrons as well

;iid-. that Thuilli<'r took occasion to say:

W. II. thi> mi>rnin':, we little tiiouj;ht we ^hould have such

ll If ncee

ival to-ni<'ht.

I hir never lias so muc
.

!' iniproinptu danci

h pleasure." >aiil Cardol. "as at this

l»o t talk to me of parties at

•h one stanils on his dignity."

n is an axiom amon^' the midi
- iiinnio lie-,

\!i. hah!" sai( 1 Madame Minard. "for me 1 juvfer my

.1 ^ wa V. I piefer the way ot my mamn la.

u. 'IK 1 not mean that remar k for von. mailame. with

l.a^ure makes her home,"' said Dutocq.

fini.-hed. 'I'hcodosc drew Dutocti from th(

t. where he was preparing to cat a slice of tongue, and
T'ic iliiiihiiii/rrf

t ~ 111' o IT. for carlv to-morrow we mu St see Cerizct. and

ill ationt the matter (

iir V,, casilv manugC(

And whyV a-ked l>utoc<j. t

i: wnit toward the salon.

^ nil do not know the laws, then?"

if which wc l)oth mu^t think; it is

1 as Ccri/.et seems to think.""

ating his tongue sandwich

I Know onoutrh to he aware o>f the dangers of the husi-

If the notarv wants the house ani1 we iileh i t from

as wavs and mean-

liic place of a recorded t

hy which to recover it ; he can

reditor. \^\ the ])iH'-ent state

;iW o f morl'_ML'c, Wliell a holl-e IS soK 1 at the hchest of

f the amount realized is not suthcient to pay a
'!-.

1

•I-. they ha VI

.will Ix; oil the lookout.

11

the ri(dit to liid it in ; and the notary, once

» BtriHT» native of Barbarr.
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'Indeed," Slid I;i INv i;id.', "ilii- doervcs pome attention."

"Well," ^aill ll:e clerk, "ue will ^n, mid sec Cerizct."

'I'her-e wnnls "We Will U' > and >ee Ceii/.et." Were lieard liy

the advocate Miiiard, who was c|(i>e Ijejiiiul the two eun-

s[)iraloi>, liut they conveyed no nii'aniii,!.' to his mind. Tin -^

men were M) I'ar removed from liis path in life that he lie.inl

witliniii iinder>laii(lin;.'.

"This ha> heen one of the greatest days in our life," >ahl

I'rigitte to her hmther, when, at Iiall'-past two o'clock, in the

mornini:, they wre alone in the deserted ^alon. "What an

lionor to he chosen hy your I'lllow-cili/.cMis."

".Make no mistake, thm i, Brigilt"; we owe all this, my

child, to one man
"

"To whom 'f"

"Our frii'iid la Pevrado."

It was not on the next day, Monday, hut the next hut one.

Tuoday, that J)iitoei| and Tlieodn>e called on Cerizet, the

fa<t liavinj: hwu called to the hitter's attention that on Sun-

days and Mondays he took advantajre of a total lack of hu^!-

Tiess, thcM' days heing devuted Id dissipaiioi\ hy the eommoii

peojile. 'I'lie hou.-e to which their steps were bent is a

striking; feature of the fauhouri; Saint-.Faecpies ; and it is

fully as imi)ortant to be studied liert' as the house of Thuil-

lier or that of I'liellion. It lias never been known, and no

commission has in(|uired into, why or for what reasmi or

cause certain ipiarters of Paris sink into vice and vulgarity,

inorallv a- well a.- phy>ieallv; hnw the old centres of the dairt

and the church, the LuxeiiiltourLr, and the Latin (piarter, have

become what tluy are to-<lay, in spite of the finest palaces in

the world, in .-pile of the soaring dome of Sainte-(ienevie\e.

that i)f Man>ard's on the Val-de-tiriice, and the clia-rms of the

.lardin des Plantes. One asks himself why tlie elegance ef

life has lied—why the i'liellion and Tluiillier liouses swarm

here, and lioarding-!i(»u>e> di^placc• the formerly numeruu.s

noble and religious ediliees; and why mud and unclean forms

of trade and poverty have fastened on this hill, instead of
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-: '. .niiiii: out upon t!ir ipIu'mi lifvuml tlic dill iinil ik.IiIi- city.

I

• .iiiL'i'l \\\u><i' hcnctiiciit >\v;iy had hloscd this «iuiirlcr, mic'

,;. !. liic luu(>l form of uMiry rii>h.,| in. To tli.- ( 'oiuKillor

,t succccdrd a ('t'rizi't; iiiid, stran^Tr >iill. a .^ood

,r for study, the ctT.vt- jiroducd. socially siicakini:, were

•!. dilTcri'iit. INtpinot loaned without interest, and was

IliiiL' lo lose; Cerizet lo-t iiothiii;:. and coinjielled tlii> un-

;' ;'iiiiale> to Work hard and lean: wi.-<loni. The jioor adored

I'. :,niMt. hut they diil Hot hate Cerizet. Here is the lowest

M li of I'arisian finance. .\t the top tlie linn of Xueiii.^en,

KrlhTi". tile du Tlllet^. tile M i.n.i^^eiiud ~ : u little furtluT

,:.,;i. the Palnias. the tiiu'onnets, the (lohseck.-: still lower,

• Siiinanons, tlu' ('hlhoi^seaus. the Harhets: then, at last,

; r tlie pawnshops, this kin.i: of tiMirers, who spreacls his nets

. Hi- corners of thef-treets to entaiij,'le all the various forms of

!:
' r\- and miss none—Cerizet.

Tiii' emhroidcred coat should have already led y<iu to ini-

;..',! (• the den (d" this fn,i,Mtive of the joint-^tock company and

.
' ' !;c jiolice court.

Thi- liouse. l)lotclied with nitre, the walls of which oozc.l a

.h-

humidity, was enameled all over with hu<;e slahs of mold.

Iiiii: at tlie corner <>i the |{iie des Po>tes and the Hue des

t showed a lirst-lloor, jiainted a hri-rht red. partly oc-

vendor n[' the commonest kind of wine; the win-

rated with red calico (urtain-; furnished with a
Ini hv

i| I,'. - (leco

II counter, ami a rmed with formidahl har^

.\!miv.' the di of an odious court huni: a friudittul lantern,

U 111 ch was painted -Xiirlit LodLrin.i^s Here." The outer

ilU tii>})layed iron cross-clamp-. wni< 1 showed the inseciiritv

•I' ill.' huildiii'r of wliich the wine merchant was the owner,

i::^l who occupi(Hl the entresol in addition to the store. Ma-

!.i:ne the Widow Toiret {in'r Michon

• in-, w

iiLT'ii 111 cliainiK

neau ) kept the furnished

1, third, and fourth floors,

rs for the use of laliorers ami the poorest
Inch comprised the seconc

,t

I
' r\7v

-tudents.

t ciccu])ie(l one room on

h

the first floor and one i

uitn-ol, to winch lie asceiidi il ov ain interior stairway

n the

this
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u|,|„ r rnniii Innk,..] ,,ul iipnu a liniTil.lr .Minlv.inl. frum winch

;,,,,-,. Ilirplllll.- ..,!,.!-. (V.n/ct -^Nr In iIm^ \VH!u^^ I ' M IVt fnl1V

fraiu- !• nioiilli fur Ins IpivaklaM aiul .liimrr: \u' tl.u- con-

,.j|jjil,.,l ill,. |i,,Mc-- i.f till- h.par.liiiL'-liniiM- hr luad.^ hmi-rlf

,i,,,,,,„;il,l,. t.. til.' uiiH-<lrab r. inu. I,v |,rnrii fiiiu' limi ail Hlnr-

niuii- ira.lr in In. v, in.- aial >inril-. |.rullt.- ivalizr.l UrU<vr th-

Mill ua- up. 'I'lic ruuiitiMu'-rnuiiL- ..r til.' Sinn- Ca.li'n.'t wm'

,,,„.nr,l rK, n l.rfMi-,. tliu-c nf Crnzct. ulio l.r.u'au hl^ u|M.rali..n-

nil 'I'urMlav. l.\ thivc o\!o< k in ill.' inurnin.i,' in -uiiini.T ami

li\l' HI wint.T.

Tl,,. np.nin- .if th.' (iivat Mark.'t, whi.-li h« nian>' ..I Ins

male ati.l ['.•nial.' .Ii.'nl- ali.ai.lr.l. dr\, niiiicl ('.'n/.'lV .'arlv

l„,urs for his .li-inal t raiisn limi-. (
', n.'t. in ...n>i.l.Tati..ii

(,r th.' .•ii-t..in ..!' (.'riz.-l ^ <li.'nl-. lia.l niitnl t.i hini tlu' tuo

r,,nm-; \'ny n-hiv I'ran.- a \.ar. -i\iii- luiii a ha-.- \'"v tuvhv

vcar>. an.! whi.h ('.•ri/.t aluu,. Iia.l tli.' ri-lil t.) hr-ak. with.Mit

pa\iii" in.lciiiniiv. at llnv.- ninuih-" iDti.-.'. \'.\rv\ .lav f.i-

,hiu-t"l)nui-hl up a h-lth' .'f .'X.vlh'nt win.' f..r tin' amn.T of

this pivci.ui> tmaiit; an.l uh.'ii ('.'•n/ft was ••.-h..rt."" h.' ha.!

only t.. >av: ••('a.l.n.'t. niv -..-ul f.^llow, h'l m.' hav.' a huiuliv.l

fr.,uiis." r.ut h.' alwav^ faillifullv ivpai.l th.MU. Ca.l.'iict

was .sml to h:\u- pn-f thai lli.' Wulnu I'.Mivt lia.l jait

in C'.'Tiz.'lV han<l> two thuusni.l Iran...- f..r mvustiiu'iit ;
tins

iiiav explain his ra|>i<l inciva>.' iii Iiu.miicss.

Tlu' ninii.-v-lrn.l. r wa^ p.rf.rlly ^af.- in his 'U'li. wh.-re lu'

cmihl havr. 'if n.r.lrd. snirKariit asM>laiur. K..r on .•.rtaiii

ni.n-nm-- th.'iv w.)ukl ]n- n.)t U-s than sixty to .a-hty p.'npl.-.

men an.l u nn.'ii. .ith.T in the win.-.lral.T's. in tlu' .-.airt.

t^ittin- -ui th.' Mail--. ..r in hi- ni]],.: I'-r th,. .h-lru>tl'ul (\-vi.'.<\

wniihl a.linit .nilv mx p.T-ons at .mi.-.v Th.. tlivt .-..iiu'i-s \v.Te

th,. tir.l ,mtv...I. an.l, a^ fa.h ..lU' wa< ..nly a.lniilt..(l a.v..rdin^'

to hi~ nninh.r. tli.' win..-<K.aU.r .ir hi. h.^atl-helper .halkfd it

oil th.. iiM.ir- hair- an.l .m tlu> iiacks <d" the woinni.

Tlu'v w.)nld M^ll. Ilk.. .ahMH.n in a lin.-. unv munU'T hi-h

„p tor ..nr low.r .h.wn. uith ^..in.-thin- h. boot. On certain

,hiv< when husin.." wa> pr.'.Mi m tlu> Market, a head

jiumkT would tVldi as much a^ a -la^s of hiandy an.l a
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Till' tuimlxTs a? thov WfiU fnit of rt'-rizot'^ oIVk'c rall.d

>ii((cr(liM'' nuriuicrs, atn 1. if imv di-piiti' anisi', it wan

11 Vntl ir.'t

.jiih IimI liy ( 'adciii't .-aviiij,':

' \,,u >1|CC 1 ill ^^'I'ltlll;: till' pnlici' lltTf. wi

' ,itiv fa>ti'r? Hi wuiiM .-luit iij) ^Imii,"

M/ct's iiaiiic was //'• \Vhcii, in tlif cutirM- "f tlir day,

I'Mrluiialc. d.'>[iairin,u' unman, wiihnut an atnni id" linad

. hniiM', .- riuL' li'T iliildrm pale with Imn^rrr, would

irrnw ti'ii iif twenty s"U^

die would aiixioihrl-fII.

ad-licliMT.

i,-lv ,\>k tlio wini'-dcaltT or

< .di'Iirt. a >liort, fat man, dn'ssrd in blue, wcarinji

\(- over tiiH arms, a

M hi- lirau. si'cl

Idatk

nd a liark('('|i('r's apron, with a

u( d liiM' an aiiL'ol to these poor mothers,

•1 he WOUH 1 re, lIV

tohl me vcui were a n honest woman and that I mijzht

111 jortv sou,- You know what von must do. AlK

thinjr, lie was blessed, even as had hieii I'opiiiot

I-. him.

:i they cursed C'erizet on Sunday niorninj:. when accounts

-nai^diteneil up ; they cursed him >till more on Saturday,

, It became necessary to work in order to pay the sum bor-

1. with intere.-t. Still he was I'mvidence lie wa^ (iod.

Tiiesihiv to I'ridav. everv wei

i!- oil ce war formerlv the kitchen of the next ^tory ; the

was hare, smo':tIS 1 -till discolored the once whitewa llC(l

and ceil 111''; ine wa

am

' III;

•I !

I1-. aloii;; which he had placed

' t le .-aiidstoiie lloor aiisorlied and exhaled

altern telv. 'I'lu' tireplac(>. the cliimiiey n\' which

lineil. 1 id been replaced by an iron stove in which

iirned seii-coa 1 when it was c lid. Tiider this cliim-

as a raised platform, aiioiu six iiu hes 1 ii'_Mi. ami

Mtuare, on wni

Willi shi

ch was placed a table worth twenty

a wooden armchair furni-lied with a round ;:reen-

Hehind his >cat Ci'ri/.ei had slieatheil the

-mall wliiti!

r cu.-liion.

|>-Ii!anks. He had also ]iut up

mIcii -cit'cn, to keep off the draughts from the door and
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till- uiii'lnw; lull llii- .-(nni \siili two IcaVfs

—

diil not sluif

utr till' ln'iil rrmii till' -I'lNi'. 'I'lii- wiikImw wh- fiiriii-linl witli

iii>iili' f-liiiiiir- III' iii.n .iihI i-rinniinii-k thuk, ainl I'a.-icinMl

willi ill) iron liiir. Till' ilnur rdniiiiiiiuli i| ri-|pi(l li\ a Miiiilar

artiiiir.

Al llii' mil (if till' ritiifn. in an aiij.'li', \vas a -piral stair

l)rniii,'lil I'rniii ,-nii.r ilmii i|

I

-liti I -imT and liuiiu'lit mi ilir Ii'iic

('lia|iiin iiv Cad-rtfl, ulm hail littrd it iiiln tlir iln'-n|. 'I',,

[invriil all rniiiiiiuiiicatii'ii with the mmuhiI lluor. <'i'ri/,i't had
sti|iiilalrd that tln' dnur ii|M'iiiiiLr mi I'l tin laiidiii^r -timild

lie walled ii|i. 'I'lir |ilair had lliii- lirrmii,. a I'urln--. On the

llnnr alii»\r. CiTizct liaii hi- (haiiilicr, uhuh was fiiriii>liid

wilh a (hcaii (ar|iit. a .-liidriir> hid, a rmniiiodc. two chair.-,

an ariiiihair, and an irmi (hr-l, a >'iit d' -iiii'tniv. the work
id" an e\(clleni tiieeh.-'-iie. wliieli had em.ie inio his ha'ids. Hi-

j-haved hiniM'ir hefnre a vhi— mi the ntanlel. He owned luu

pairs iif niiidin sheet- and .-i\ eullmi .-hiil-; the re^t of hi-

iittire heinir id' ei|nal eleL'anie. (hue iir tuiee Cadenet had
seen Cen/ei dre--ed a- a I'a-lnmiahle dandv; sn it must he

that he kept hidden a\\:iv in ihe Imitmii dra\ier "f hi> hurean
a coinjilete di>^Miise in whieh he cmild ;:i» tn the opera, or see

t<oi'i('ty and yet not h.- reen^in/ed. for. hut fur hi> voice,

CadcTiet Would lia\e a-ked hini: "What can I do fur vmi ?"

What was nm-t plea-iim to the eii-imiier- nf ( eri/.et wa- hi-

jovialily, Ills repaitees. lie spoke their lanu'ua.L'e.

Cerizet, Cadeiiet. and his two helper- li\ed in the h.i-oni iif

frij,ditful niiHr\, hut pre-ervnl the ealiniie-- of nnderlaker-

in the niid,-t nl' ihr heir- of the dei ea.-ed. of old -ei'p'aiii- nf

Ihe (inard in the niid-t of the dead; tliev no more -hiidil v<\

when they heard the cries of hiin;:er or of de-pair than >]<

huru'c'oiis when they hear lluir patients in the hospital.-; ihey

said, a.- the soldui- and the iiurMS -anl : "Have patiiiicc. a

lillh' ciuira.ire! lie hrave! Xo u.-e to kill vmirselfl Oin-

can ^et u,-ed to aiiMliin^; have a little rt'ason I"

AlthonLdi Cerizet Imik the jM-ecantioii of hidini: the nioriev

necessary fur his momiiii:'.-. operation- in the douhle .-eal of th'-

chair on whuh he .-at. m \i r taking out more than one hundred
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f iii(> ;it n tiiMi', uIihIi Li- [uii m lii- tr.ui-ir- inpikft. ainl

.il\v;i\- iitlwcrn ilic tsit ni' i.iic li.iii li "l" t lii'ii!- .iinl iIh' fiitry

nf illlollnT- kcl'|lin.U lli- l\n,,r |. PI kill .l!ll| tUi\ ..jHilltl,' ll lllltll

liii ..i-h u)i- 111 lii> |Mii kd

—

;i- .1 in.iihr nl' I'.k 1. ln' ind liiivc

I'.ari'l iU'llniiL: I'i'Hii liir tiiiiMnMii-. ilf>|iair- wlmli I'niiiiil their

\K,[\ |,, ilii- n (Ic/Adii- nl' iii(iiii\. I nd.iiilii. illv, ilii :r ari!

" ..!i\ \\,iv - I'f Im III;,'- limir-t a nil \ iiiu'in-. .iinl i Ih^ Mi'iin<,'r!i|ili

.11 \ ill III"" lia- II" iilliiT lia-i.- iliaii llii> mh lal aMnrn. A
man \iii|a!i> iiis cipii-i unt r ; lir i.- uantin,:.; in a frilni;,' of

(i, 111 ai\ : h'' liiM > a (in" -m-r nf li^imr. wlm !i. Iiip\w\i'f. lim's

nut liiiii;,' luiii intii <,'riiiTal ili-rfiini. ; Ih' t'ail>, t'uiaily, in cum-

tni.ii hniit-ty: iinii if lir la!N iiilu tin' liaml.- <>{' \\\r jmiIhi'. he

lia.- iii'l \i'l liri'ii (onsirii'd i)\ tlir liiiiiinal i-mir; ; iVl'Ii after

!ieUlLr (leelafeil j;lllllV \,\ ,i jllPy lie Iliay (ari\\ tn the i,'alle_\-

!ha! .-|)eele> nf IliMlor which e\i-t> allinllU M' eaiui rel.-, which

ciiii-i^t- in hiiravini; im secret.-, in .-hariii;,^ h'\,illy, ainl in

iiiiiniii;,' the siiiie ri-k.-. Wi'll, thi> \.iA trace of iiite;,'nty

—

uhii !i ina\ he, iierhap-. the roiilt of calculatinii ami nece.-.-ily,

ihe jiM-M-.-imi iif whuh nlTcr- eerlaiii chance- nf re-pec t to tho

iiiaii, ami nf a reliii'ii In ileeeiicy—e\i>t'il III ]perfeeliiiii he-

lm en Cerizet anil hi,- client,-. ('eri/''t n- Mr niaile a iiii.-take.

iier (till his puur hni inwer,-. They refii-ii| lach niher niithin;:,

iiiher (if cajiital nr iiiteiv-t. Maiiv time- Ceri/.et, who was

|M,rn one of tlit- people, hail corm teil one week tho tini>oon

error of a previous week, to the hiiidlt of -'iiiie poor devil who

had not di.-co\end it. lie pa>,-ed for a doL', hut In- wa,- an

hoiie.-t dog; his Word in the nlid^t of that i ity of -orrows was

>a(red. A woman died who owed thirty franc-.

"There are mv prolii-." ;-aid he to the a--eiiihla,i:e. "and

\oii howl at me! .\.'Verilicle>s 1 .-hall not trouhie the youiif:

!.rai>: in fad. Cadenct has taken them hreail and .»our wine."

Since that, a >mart hu^ine^.- stroke, it was >aid of him in

tlie fauliourLTs:

"lie's not such a had -ort."

i

m

•Thf .VonoriT'tjihi' ik la rn'tt: a. wmk !ii tho viimi- vein a.s the I'hynitlmie du ma-

rvio<-. on which the iiuthor hn>^ iH'i-n workini; s'nu-v 1S«, whuu il wit.s tlr-t Htmounced.

—.XiTHOR's Note
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'I'lic luiiii nil .-hnit time ill liii:!i nilts as ipractiscil by CtTizet

is lint, takiii.u' :ill tliiii::.- into accoiint. mi crufl a >\>tcm as the

])a\viilinik(r"s. ('rv\/r\ ;^a\c t'^n I'raiio on I'ui'silay on con-

dition that he rcr(i\((l tuclvc on Sumhiv niorning. In live

weeks hi' ilonlilnl hi- (a|MtaL Imi there were Trequent coiu-

])rnniiM>. Hi.- kiiiih!r>s eon>isti(i in aeeepiinj:, from time

to tiinr. tlrvrii I'laiics aiid fifty eciitinies, and the rest stood

over. Will n hr loaned fifty franc- for >ixly to a litth' huckster,

or a hiimlrrd fiaiie.- for oiir limidred and tui'iUy to a vendor

<d" jnal, he rail MHiie ri.-k.

W'lieii iliry ari-i\ed at the Hue di's I'oiiies \t\ way of thi,' Kue
de.- I'o.-tr-, 'I'iiroilose and l)nto((| -aw a ;:ri'at ei'owd of men
and udiiH'ii, and, hy the lii:ht from tlir lani|>s in tlie wine-

dealer's window.-, they wriT horrilii'il at seeinjx that mas> of

red faces, seamed, irriniy. and hai,'i:ard : dejected hy suffering,

witlicred, distoi'ted, hloated with wine, emaeialcd with spirits,

sonu' re>iL;ned. some liireatenin,::, Mune jeeritiir. some sarcastic,

and other- -tupelicd, all chid in the nii.-rrahle rags which no

caricaturist can surjia.-- in his iiio-t extra vai^ant phantasies.

''I shall lie reroirni/.cd,"" said 'I'hrodo-e. "We were foolisli

to come jioi-e in the mid-t of his hiisiness.""

"Mspecially as we did not think that Claparon might be

Jisleep in liis den. the interior of which we know nothing

about. Stop, there are ohstacles for you, hut none for

me. I may want to talk with my scribe. I shall ask him to

dine with me. for tliore is to i,e a hearing to-day, and lliere

Avill lie no time to breakfast. We will meet at the C'hau-

miere in oiu' of the retreats in the garden."

"That won"t do. We may be overheard without knowing it.

I jirefer llie J'i'lit /.'/rZ/cr dc Cniunlc We can get a box, and

speak low."

".\iid if you are sem witli Cerizet?"

"Well, ht us go to tlic Chrnil liiniijc, Quai de la Tournelle."

''That is much hitter. No one will he there at seven

o'clock.
"

Dutocq went alouf into the midst of that congress of beg-

gars, and he heard lii> own name from mouth to mouth, for
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ii ua> almost iinpor-siblc tluit suinc jail-hini sliuiild lie met who
,,1- not familiar wi'li his jii>t irc-cduri, just as >iiri' as 'I'liOo-

li.i-r mij.'lit have ciicountrriil some client.

Ill llit'sc (jiiartcrs the justice of tin- \n;nv is the supi'emo

ir iMiiial: all Icpil aiithoi-itv i~ ccntfcil in his court, especially

^:n(^ lct;i>latioii ha> mailc his dcci^idiis linal in all cases in-

\ l\in;.' not more than on;' hundred and forty francs. A
|;i>>aj:c was madi' for the clerk, who wa> fiared not less lluui

H;.' jnil;:c himself, lie ^aw Wdmeii on the stairs, a horrible

i!.-|ilay like tlowe-rs raii^a^d dii ^t:'.L'c>. am<in^'>l them some
'. iiM;:. ])ale, ami siitVerini,'. Tlie diversity of colors in ticlius,

li'iiinets, dres>es, and aju-ons rendered the comparison more
. \net. perlia|is. than it >honld he. Dulocij \\as nearly asphyx-

i::t> d when he opened the door nf the room in which already

.-i\iy perxMis had left their odurs.

'"^I'lir iiumhcrl your iiumherl" ^hou'.ed a ho-t cd" voices.

"Mold your tonizuel" cried a lioar.-e voice from the street,

Mi.it'- the Judp'"s pen I"

The most profound silence n "ed. Dutocq found his

-'iiiie (lothed in a yellow leather > aistcoat, roemhlin^j; the

L'iovi.- of the ^'endarmes, and under it anothe'' M;;ii-ment of

•k.ililiy knitted worsted. One may imajriiie the >ii kly face pro-

ii'iidinjr from such a .-heath, swathed in a cheap Madras
l;.iiidkerchief. which left his l)ald foreluad and neck e.\])<)sed,

L''M;i,Lr to his head an aspect at oiuv hideou> and menacing,
' -pe( lidly in the li<,'ht of a cheap tallow candle.

'It can't he done in that way. l)addy Laniinieche,"" Cerizet

.1.1- saying- to a tall, oh! man. who api)eared to he about
-' \eiity. staiidinjj in front <d' him. a red woolen cap in his hand,

-i'l.uin^'' a bald head, and a breast covered with white hairs

\i-ible throu,:ih his .-habby IiIoum'. "'i'tll ine what you want
i imnilred francs for? even to ^^et l}a( k one hundred and
iAcnly it can't ln' let loose like a dog in a ciiurch."

I'he live other customers jiiesent—among whom were two
V'lmtii. one >uckliiig her baby, the other uuc knitting—burst

out laughing.

8
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Wlicn III' s;iw I)iitnc,|. Crrizct ni-c n-iiictrully, and went

hastily to iiutI liini.

"Vou can lia\c l:iiif to tlimk aliout it." lie said to his ciis-

tonicr, "fur. -'( yoii. 1 ^nn not sali>tiril— a himilnil francs dc-

niandcd l)y a iilack^iiiith's hdinr."

"J>ut il ci'iiccrns an invent inn." cfird the old unrkmaii.

"An invention and a himdri d I'lanol \(iu dnn't knnw the

la\\>; it take^ luu thini>and i'rane.-," said I>utn((i. "^'lai must

l a [latent ; \nu mt'd Imck ers.

'i'hat',- I he liaith." said ( 'eri/et. whn was ac( ustonied to takt

<l\r\\ ehane( ) now, dadiK. ;iiid eume n':rain to-murrnw

niMrnmi: at six n clock; \\c cant talk aiioiit inventions bclort

nther-;."

( 'erizel li-tened to l)uto(i|. w ho>c IJrst words were:

"If all ;,'oes ri^dit. half iirolits."

•\vi IV did \ou •sd 111) a-^ earlv a- tins to -av that to iiit

-ked the distrii>t fill Cerizet. niiieh annove<l at tln' inentioii

of half prolit-. '•'N'oii coiild lia\e >ceii me at the ollie(>.'

And lie looKi'd a-K;iliec a t hilt nio. WllO. while telliii'': h nil

liow matters >lo.id. >|)eakiiiL:' of ('laparon and the necessity

of jiushin;^ 'l"iie(ido>e"s alfair a> rapidly as j io>-;iijie. seemed

confused.

'"Vou could have ^ecn me at the olhce," rejilied Cerizet,

as he conducteil |)utoei| to ilie door.

"There's one," said he. rc-nminu' his seat, "who seems to

me to have hlown oiii hi- lantern so that I mav not st' arh
Well, I'll .ui\e lip tliiil JmIp as copyist. Ah I your turn. iii\

little iiioiliei- 1" he e\claiiiie(l. "Vmi i iiveiit elii Idivn I That's

aniiising. althoimh the trick is verv conunon."

It is useless to recount the conver>al ion which took ])laee

l)et\\een the three a-sociales. tlii' more so as tiie plans aj^rei-il

iipon Were in siih-iaiici' the -nine as tlio-i' im[iarted eontideii-

tiall\ hv Theodose I n M adeiiioiM I le Thu i II i"r ; liiit it is essential

to sav that la 1 e\radc> crafliiio- seemed to disinav Cerizet

and l>utoci|. As ila- re-ult of this coiifcri'iice. the hanker of

the poor, lindiiii: hi- anlairoiii-ls ,-iich -ironu' player-;, resolvei!

to make -tire of hi^ own .-lake at the lir.-t chainice. o win tile
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L':\.u\r liy clK'atin^ c.xiuTt ^^iiinl.lcr' i> an insiiiralimi to iIk;

'.Ml. Ill, > n( Ih,. .t,nvrn-i-|nt|l, Fnuii t||i> ,-;uilt" lIlC tcITlhlc IjloW
I'l.ii i;i i'rvnnli' ua.- (Ic-iiiicd to nvriviv

\'" -III.'.-, he knew lii- a-~(iciat( - : tliriv|',,rv in spite of tlu' ]wt-
(•:;i.il i-<inlli<'i of liis mctital I'lmcs and notwitli.-tandin^' the
Militant laiv n(rc»arv ti. krrp up lii.> inany-facrd iliaractiT.

I'llliiiii; w.aricd liiia luurv IJian tiic ;:arMc lie was jilavinj: with
lii- \\\n aico>i!pli(c>. l)mnr(| was a .m'cat n>gUf, and Vvnzvt
!.:! iMrni-rly Ihtii a cnnicdian. An iinpa>sivc face like Tal-
! vraiid'.- Wduld have caused thmi tn lu'cak with the I'r(>veiii;al,

uliM fuiind liini.-clf in their chitelics ; and it lje<aMie necessary
l-r liini tu a-<unie an case, a conlidence, a frankness, wliich
" rlinnl\ i- the hcii^lu nf art. 'I'u dehide the pit is an everv-
''} iiiiiniph. hnt to take in MUe. Mar.-. Fre.lerirk LeniahrV,
I "li- r. Talma, and Monrosc is the liei<,dit n{ actin,!,'.

I lie icMilt of this conference was to in>pire hi I'eyradt-. who
" I- a-^ a.-tntc as rcrizet. with a secret fear, which (hiring tho
I. -I iMTind ,,f this sharply jilaycd game set his Idood hoijjng,
iiid e\eiied him at times to the point of tlirowing him into a
c:"ih!.| state .-iinilar lo that of the ganihler who watches tlie

i-iilelie wheel when he has risked his last stake.

ill' ihiy after this conference la I'eyrade dined with the
I uiillicrs, and on the pretext of paying a visit to Madame de
Si nt-l'"ondrilie, wife of a famous sciiolar with whom ho
V. i.-iied to hecome friendly, 'riuiiilii'r carriei] oil" his wife, leav-
1:1: Tlicodose with lirigittc. Xeith-r 'rheodo>e. nor Thuillior,
!: -r hi> >ister was (hiped hy this comedy; hut th(> old lican of
;!"' ilmpirc gave it the name of diploinacv.

"'^oung man, do not lake advantage of mv sister's iiino-

" 'I e. ropect it," said Tliuillier, solemnly, as he (h'parled.

'ilavc yon thought, nlallemoi^elle. said 'rh(''odn>e. hriii"--

:
.; h:- chair near the lounge on wiiich lirigitte sat knitting.
'f -curing tiie husiness men of the (hstriet in the interest of

Thuiljier?""

"Iluwr" said ^he.

"You have l)usiness relations with Barh(>t and Metivier."



1

4

u

, t :

il:

S U'

IIR THE MIDDLE CI-ASSKS

"All I vmi arc riLrlit. Holy siiiit.-I Imt yoii arc no siinplc-

tnii I"" y.ud >lic. after a [laiisc.

'"Whcii "III' Invis ]i(M>iilc, one stTvcs tlu'in," said hv briefly

and u illi n'MTM .

To ;^^t tlic iijiprr luind nf l'.i-ii,Mttc would 1)0 in this jonj;

stnijrirlf lil«' (arryiiiL' tln' irnal rcdoiiKt of tlif Moskowa.

Jiiit it was iicccs-ary to |io~m>- that nld inai<l as the devil was

said III po.~>r.~.- man in the Middle Ap-, and to prevent any

p^^sillle awakeiiin^f l»y her. Ili' had >tudied and measured

the umiind fnr the |ia^t three days. Fh: lery, that almost in-

fallii>le means in admit hands, wuuld not he listened to by a

woman who for a very lon^r time had known that slu.' was with-

out l)ea\ity. ihii tn a man nf powerfiil will nothing' i:- inipreu'-

nalde ; the l.ainarijiies eould never have failed to earry Caprea.

'I'herefore no detail of the uieinorahle sicne which took [)lace

this evening'- >huidd 1 mittrd : all has its value—the pau>e.-,

tlie di)wnca>t eye-, tiie looks, the tone. >'>' the voice.

"Vou have shown your airectiun I'or us," said Ik'gitle,

when they wei-e alone.

"Vour limther has tuld you ?""

"No, he nurtly .-aid you wi-hed to speak with me."

^'es, mademni-ilie, I'ny vnu are the man of the family;

but in relleeiin-- (i\er tins matter I tind a number of danger-,

such -'s a man ri^ks oidy for ;liiL-e \\iio are near and dear In

him. .\ whole fortune i- in\oi\.d. thirty to forty tiiousaml

franc> a year, and iini m the lea^t speculative—a freehold.

'Die iieeil of '^MViiiLj- a fnrtuiH' to 'i'huiUicr faM-inated me friun

the lirvt. I toll] iiiii: frankly that in worki.ii: for his intere-i-

1 advanced my nun. as 1 will hiter al-o e\|ilain to you. if

he wishes to be a de|iiity. two thiiiir- are absolutely necessary:

to complv witii liie law as to a>-e.-sment, then to win some

kind of ct'lehril\ \'"V his name. If I pu,-h my devotion to th-

e.MiMit of a»istin,L: him in writin.ir a hook on some political

(piestion— no matter what

—

sii as to get him that cclelirity. I

must needs think of Ins pro|ierty also; it uould lie absurd t>f

you to gue him this house."

"What I inv brother? Whv. Td ]uit it in his name to-

morrow." cxchiimcd lirigitte; "vou don't know me."
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"1 do nut iMitirrlv know son." >aiil la I'cyraiic. "liut I

k!p.w cnoiiirli to lauM' tn.' to rr;rri't llial I ilni not ii((|uainl yoii

V :ii lln' u iioir liii^iiH's.- from \{- origin, lie will lia\r jealous

1 ..il-al oil ,ni<i we .-ha 11 have a hard contot. lint \\i' inu^t

- : liif u|» . hand ol' tlicni, and delVjn all their plan^."'

le.it \Uiat ai" the oh>iarlc> in tins mailer r" >aid l>rieitte.

Mademoi.-eilc. the dillieulty lie> in iiiv eon.-eienee— I ecr-

: . :':iy I'oiild not helji you in tlii> niatter witlioul llr.-t cou-

'.U'^ my eolll'e^,-o^. 'J"o I he world, the all'air i- pertVclly

!.-,il, and I am—you und< r-taiid nu—an authori/.ed barrister,

.1 III- lulier (d' the har conirollrd in mo-i ri:;id rule>; 1 am in-

i:,:,!iile (d' sn^'^festin^f an enteri)ri>e whieh miuht j,n\e ri>e to

.' ii-iiie. My t'Xen.M'. fii'st, i- that I doiTt aecept a f^ingle liard

.. -! •! It."

niiiritte was over tlio eoals, her face was allame ; ^he hroke

'"d. knotted it to^'other aj^am, and did not know liow

'liiain herself.

'Mie can't do that,' saiil she; '"in this day a rental of

1
11'. ihoii-and francs means a property costing <ine milliou

I ^!;i hundred thousand fraiu.s."

'Well, you >hall see the projjerty and e^tilllate its probable

n ciiic. of whieh I can make 'riuiillier the owner for lifty

' tii-,iiid francs."

•Ucll. tiieii. if you will only get us that I" exclaimed Hri-

;- :i'
.
uound up to ti, > highe.-t pitch by the key of her avarice.

'''' oil. my dear .Monsieur 'rhcu<lose
"

>!: .-topjied .-hort.

"W ' II. mademoi>elle."

"i 'U are peihap- working for your own advantage.'"

\';! if 'I'liuiUier has told you my secret, 1 leave your

fp'

I'l :;:!te looked Up.

H.i- lie told you that I love Celostc?"

.\i. a.- I'm an honest woman I" exclaimed Brigitte ; ''but

i ;..' -. !f ua.- ju.-t about to .~|,M.,ik of her."

"\:id to ojl'ei' her to iiie !" 'Mil iio. mav (io<] forgi\e us; I

i'.M her only of her free choice. No. no, all 1 ask of vou is

^w-4
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yiiiir ^'uuil-uill ,'iiii{ r,i\ur. riiimi-i' iiir ;i~ tlu' n'Wiird for niv

.'-r\ hi'-. ii> |'lii;ill!('i- h.i-, i|mii,>, ymir li'h'iiiUhip. tliat ym
Will treat iiir ii- a >(>ii : >Iimu1(1 uju do tlii.- I will aliidr In- yuur

(Icci-ion in ilii- iiialiir: I will imt coii^iilt my (llIl^l'^^<>r. Vi>t

two yi'ai- 1 lia\c -liiiliiii llic family willi wlinm I wish to ally

my-cl r. ami tn w hdiii | ^l|lpul(l In' tia]i|i\ tn di'vuti' niv ('iicrgii'-,

I'ni' I am ImiiimiI Iu .-iitiTfd. I ha\r iiuliccd clcarlv that \ijI1

ha\i' an nld-tinu' liuncs'ty. an njiri^li! and inllrxildt' jiulu'-

mt'iit : yiiii Ilim- al-u a kimwjrd--,- i,( Im-ini'.-.- : and oik; likes t')

Im' in cluvc coiiniTt inn with .-inh ipia I it ii'~. W'li h a iiiotju'r-iii-

\;\\v of yoiir aljiiiln-. 1 -hoiild liiid my jii'isati' lift' relieved

from a mnliiinde of 4'\ery-day driail.- ulmli oh-irnet the path

to |iolitieal >iicee,->. if one lia> to liiisy himself with them. I

admifed yoii oil Siindav evening', ilow heaiiliful you werel

How you made thiiiL'- th : the dinimr-room was eleared

mit in ten minutes. Without leaxiui,' \our home, all was at

haiiil for the refre>lnnen!.- and .-upjier. "'rhere," said I to

myself, "is a ma-terful woman."
""

I'.riixitte's nostril- ililated ; she hreathed in the words of the

vouiii,' lawyer, lie looked a.-kame at iier to I'tijoy his tri-

umph ; he had strmk a I'e-ponsive chord.

".Now here is w hei-e ue stand, my dear aunt, i'lU' you are an

aunt in some soi't
—

"

'"Hush, you naughty fellow I" said lirijritte, "and j^o on.""

'"Well, the matter crudely is this: remark liiat I eein-

j)r()mise myself hy tellinj^ _\ciu the.-e secrets, I'or tliev are cou-

lided to me a< an attorm-y. We are hotli, therefore, as it

Were, committing a crime

—

lisi -riibiml or legal high treason.

.\ notary (d' Paris (although the law does not permit specula-

tion hy notaries) was in co[iartner.-hip with an architect; they

l)(.ughl land and huili upon it : just now they are cmharrassed,

they made a mistake in their calculations. Among the houses

hiiilt liy this illeg.;! part iier.-liip— for notaries ought not to

ineddic with building maiti'r.-— is an excellent <ine not (juito

liiii:-l;cd ; ilii;. inu.-l con.-ecpiently he s<dd at a great loss, so that

tlie price asked is only one hundred thou^and francs, although

tile lanil and Inuldmg cor-t at the iea>t four huiiured thousand.
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A- Hilly tlio interior r('iniiiii> {>> he jiiii.-lird. find ns it is easy to
.-tiiiiiili' the cnst (if iliiii, iinii, iiiorcovir. -i- ilic tiuinjrs aro
!l'''|'iv III llic iiaii(]> <<i ilw liniMcr. wlio will xW liicni v.tv
rlii,i|ily. Illc Mini til lie r\|.cll(lril will IH't exceed fifty tlliiu-

-iimI IraiK >. Nuu-, liy its Iim aiinri, this house, when coiiipleted,

^^lll l.riiiL,' in al lea.-I lurty ihoiisind francs, exclusive of taxes."
"WVIl. and in what d",,- ih,. diilicnlty con>ist

?"'

"•'"-1 ''ii~: the notary wants to save this piece of cako
ii-niii the wreck he niust ahaiidoii ; under the name of a friend
ii. i~ the creditor who pititions for the sale of tin.- property by
til' :i--i,i:iiee of the iiaiiknipti y. It has not ^nine into court,
i!ii ,n-t.- Would count up so rapidly; the sale is hy voluntary
a.'iviiiuiit. This notary'.-, friend is a client of mine ; my client
1- a

I

iiof devil who >ays to me: 'There's ii fortune to bo made
"U> of that house liy trickiii;,' the notary."

"

"That's done in trade," said Hri^'itte (piickly.

"If this were the only obstacle,'" answered Theodose, "it
w>\\\.\ \h- a> a friend of mine said to a pupil of his who com-
pianird of the dilliculties encountered in jirodiicing a mastcr-
I'liii' (d' painting': ".My dt'ar hoy, were it not so footmen would
I'^iiiit,' I'.ut, mademoiselle, if we get the better of this notarj-
-lor he deserves it, he has compromised many private for-

iiiiK it might he luird to do it a sec-ond time. When one
piiieha.^es real estate—that is, at a low price at forced .sde—the
Jiioiigagees havi' the right, until the expiration of a certain
ii\. d time, to buy it in ; that is, to oU'er a larger sum and keep
Hie pi-oj.erty. If this trickster can't be tricked as to the sale
I

'

iiig a genuine one and hindered from raising the price until
il

' imu' limit expires, W( II, then, some other scheme must be
V'iked. Hut i.s this business legal!' Shall a man undertake
.-U( h for the b-nefit of a family he seeks to enter? That is a
Mil' >t ion my mind has been revolvinir for the past three davs."

It niu-t be admitted that this made Brigitte pause; Theo-
d"-i' put forth the last resource:

"Take to-night for reflecti-m; to-morrow we will talk it

o\"er.""

"Listen, my boy,"" said Brigitte, looking almost lovingly;

P1^7
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ill llic iauvcr; "tlic lir-i iliiiij,^ i> [n .-.., llie house. Where
i> it

:-"

"N'tar til.' Mailcl'iiic. In ti'ii v<'ar- ihat will he the heart

<'t I'aris. Ami. Mill kiiuw, imul iia> Itceii in n'liiiest there since

l>r.i ; ilii 'I'lilci ilii' li.mkiT made his fortune there. Hiroutteau,
the [M rldrini:', li'iimiin. tin' notary, were ruined hy sjieculating

ihrrr I'M) u ililly.""

| ri'MifMiliir ihal." >aii| Uri^'itle.

••'I'lif hon.-f (an (criaiiily hi' lini>hi'(l \>\ tlie end of this year,

and ihe nnl- will lifL:in lounrdr- thr middle ol' next year."

"Can we ^'o there to-iiiorrow ?'"

"l*car aunt, I am at your eominand."
"Ml icy me! doiTt iidl nic liiat before folk. .\s to this

liu>inr-~, -he U( nt on, "one mii>t mi' the house before de-
lidin^."

"it lia> .-iv stor^y^ ; niiif \undow> in front, a line eourt-

yaid, four .-lorrs, and stands on a eonicr. Oh I that iK^tary is

smart, lint |io|iti(al cmiiIs may o(( ur that will depreeiate

till' l'und>, and invc-uni'iil.-. of all kinds will go do\ni. If 1

Were in your placr, niadaine. 1 would dispose ui all the prop-

erty Madame Thuillier and your.-elf have in the public funds,

and buy this e.-taie for 'rhuillier, and 1 v.ould reimburse the

fortune of the jioor pious devotee with future savings. Can
government b(»nd.v go higher tiiaii tluy are to-day'' A hun-
dre(| and twenty-two I It is fabulous."'

Hrigitte"s mouth watered: she .-aw how she might keep her

own fortune inlait, ami enrich her brother by making this

use of .Mine, 'riiuillier's fortune.

".My brother is ri.uht." .-aid she to Theodoso, "'you are a

remarkable man, yon will go far
""

"And he will outmarch me," replied Theodose, with an

artle-^lle-^ lliat captivated the old maid,

"Voii will be one of the family." saiil she.

"There will be oi)>iaeles," replied Tlieodo.^e ; "Madame
Thuillier is sim])le-miiided ; >he does not like me."

"Ah ! I -boiild like to -e(^ her meddle!" cried lirigitte. "Let

us complete tile business if it i- ''ractieal, and leave your in-

terests 111 mv hands.''
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'"Thiiillior. niftiiluT of the (icnrral f'ouncil, in [)(i--i'--i(iii

I I .in I'statc wliicli will let for at least forty tlioii>aiiii francs

,1 n;ir. w('ariii<j the cross of the hcixion of Honor, author of

,1 iirnfciund, solid political work, will he ch-ctcil <li|.utv at the

! \t election. But in'twcci) onrMlv(~, my dear aunt, one
. !v L'ives such devotion to an actual fathcr-indaw.""

Vou are rij,dit."'

"If 1 have no fortune, 1 .-hall have <louhled yours: and if

I'll- atfair is completed salisfactorily, I -hall I*' on the lonkout

f. ir otlicrs."

I'ntd 1 shall have .'^een the hou.<e," .-aid Mademoi.-elle

lliuillicr. ''I can promise nothing,'.'"

\'iry well; take a earria;,'e to-morrow, and uc will i,m. I

.-!m!! have a permit to see tlu' premi.-e>."

'I ill to-morrow, then, toward noon, when wi' will view the

li.iii-r."" .-iiid Hrijxitte, holding out her hand for 'rheodo>e to

,-ii;ike; Imt he [)ressed upon it a kis.s. respectful and tender.

S!ie ranj,' the IkII livelv for one of her donie.-tKs, to whom
hi:. <aid:

••l">cphiii(', po at once to Madame ( 'olleville"s, and ask her
I ' 1 nine and see me."

.\ <|iiartcr of an hour later Klavie entered the salon, where
Kiiirille was walking,' hack and forth in i,'rcat exciteiiiinl.

.My dear, I want you to render me a ureal >eivice cuncern-
I'l: our dear Celeste. Vmi know 'rullia. the dancer at the
I ij" ra. .\t one time my hrotlier talkeil me deaf aiiout her."

'^cs, my dear, hut she is no luiiLrer a dancer, she i> Ma-
''niic la Comte^.-e du I'.riiel. Isn't her Inishand a peer of
! rirnc y

'l*oc.< she still like you?"
"We never see each other."

"Well. I know that Chairaroux. iho rich contractor, is her
')::cle."" .<aid the old maid. "He is old and rich, (io and see
>"iir nhl friend, ami a-k lier to wnf' a few lines to her uncle,
t'lHii^ him that it would he a irivat .service to her if he
\i"ii!d ,irive .-om(> friendly advice m a matter up<in which he
v.ill he con-ulted liy y(ai ; and we will be at his hoii.se lo-nuir-
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row ill niic o'(l(i( k. liiil tlic iiitMf nuirl plcil^M her iinfic Id

llic itiii.-t |»rufMiiii(| xci'icv. (ill. iii\ c liiM. niir i|i;ir (liiui,f|i-

trr ('('Icsic ".vil! Ill ;i inilliiiiiiiiri'. ;iiii| -In' \ull rrccivi' fr<iiii

my Ikiik!-. dn vmi niii!fr-t;mii. a liiir-liaiiil wlm uil| [ilacc Iht

on till' tn|)-rnill|il."

••Shall I tell _\(iii llu- (ir.-i Iri irr nf In- name r"

'•Sa\ nil."

"'riirii<lii>i' (Ic la l*c\ ladc I Vfiii arc riu'Iit. Ilf i> a man
will), ^u]>|Ml^tlMl liy a unhiaii li'\<' ym). may Ipn-nmi' a muiistcr."

"It i> <J'iil liiiiiM'lf who has l)riiiiL;!it Iniii In i>iir hnu>(>," hiiiil

the (ihl maiil.

At this iimiiu'iit Moiisiiiir ami Madame 'riiuillicr rt'tiimod.

l''i\i' day- later, in the iiiniiih nf April, the (irdiiiaiicc was

i.->iieil fur the iinmiiiatiiiii cil' a iiiianlier <>{ the .Miiiiiei|)al

Coiimil nil the Jntli i'\' the mniith; it ua- i:i-erlt'd in the

'•Moiiiteiir" ami jilacardeil all ahmit Paris. Ilriuntti' was in

a (harmiiii,' hiimnr; ^he hail \eriiied the slalemenis of TheiN

dose; the prnperly h;id heen iii-tieiiid !.\ nhl ( 'hatVarniix and

was enii^idcred hy him to he a ma^ler|llele nf workmani?liip.

Poor (!riiidnt, t he arehileci w ho ua- inien -ted u itli the notary

in this .-pe( iilal inn, thnii;_dit he ua- heiiiL' eiiiplnved in the in-

tiTcst.-; of the i-nnlraetnr : llie iiiieli' lA' Madame dii liniel

llion;_dit he was aetini,' in ihe inlere-i nf his niece, and he j,'avi'

it as liis ni>ininii that nnly iliirty ihnii-aiid francs would he

ncec.-^-ary to tlit>rnui.dily tlni.-li tho prnperty. Thus in one

week la Pcyrade bceame I'riiritte's L'nd ; slie ppfjved tn hini by

artK'>sly di-honest ar:,niinents thai I'nrtiine >hnuld he ?cizt'd

when it presented itM'lf.

'"Hc.'-idcs. if there is any sin in the aifair." said .-ho, as tlioy

s^tood in the middle nf the L,Mrdeii. '•ynii can confes-; it."

•'There, my fraud," -aid 'rimilher. "what, the deuce! a

man s-hould saerillci' himself m his relalimis."

•"1 have decided to dn it." said la I'eyrade with emotion in

liis voice, •'hut only upon the terms that I am alimit to state.

I have no des ii-e. in marry iiii;- ( 'I'de-i-. tn he ta\ed w itii ijreed er

avarice. If you repmaeh me. lei meat !ea-t retain the respect

of the pidilii', (iivi' to (.'I'de-te. n!\' e'nml iJij 'I'huillier. onlv
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.1 tvv.THMii.iry ii.lriv^t III 111.' huiiM' tlial I iim ;,'uiii<,' to pr '< htv
:>[ \iiii."

•
rii.it 1^ jn t."

"I'm riMi ,nl. yoiir.M'lf." -aid T!ii''n<lu>.>, 'Mnil Id my il.-ar

l,i!,i aiiiil al-u iv^uv tn t!),' ciiiiract. I'lit .-ill tlir rr.-t Hi" the
,\ai!.iip!( ia|iilal iii (he funds in l!i.' tiainr nf .Ma liiin.' 'I'liuil-

- :. 1" di-|M,s(. (,r as >lic v.-iU. \\\- will all li\.' tuu'rt her. ;.ii(l

i \ ill .iidcavor t(i rnaki' in\ uwn way ..s s(M)|i as I am at oado
I- _'aii| lo the ruturi'."

I lilt Miits me !' cried 'I'liuillii'r. '•'I'liose aro t!u' words o£
"ii liniH ,( niaii."

•1.' I inc ki.v< yunr ("nn head, my (liiid." crird tlic (.lil maid.
\ il.iury is always necessary, li(jwrv<T, and wcs give sixty

ii"!i-anii francs to Celeste
""

"I'l'r pin iiiipncN,"" -aid la l'<yradt\

•U'e are ;ill three honoraMe people," said Tluiiiiier. '"You
ivh'l se(nre llie Ihhim' fur ii> ; we will writ.- my juditicai ijook
i".-' iliir; and urn will e\crt yuiir.Mlf to obtain the cross of
!Im l.cLMoii for nil'."

"I hat will come.asyon will be municipal coiincillor the first

't Ma\. Only, my dear friend, and you, too, little aunt,
•'•- Tve the niosl profound secrecy, and /fjvc no heed to the.

'^liwniiies which will a.-siil me wiien all those whom I am
^'-iri.' to deceive turn a^'ainst me. I shall he a ;.'ood-for-n()th-
ii -. a ro<.'ue, a daiiirerous man. a .le-uit, an ambitious fellow,

' l^riune-lmnter. Can you listen to these accu.sationg
I altiilv !'"

i')c easy," said Bri^'ifte.

! r"iii tiiat day forward Thuillier was "my pood friend."
' I'riend was the name <,nven him by Theodose, with a vari-
•

'} '•( iiiilcctioiis of voice which astonished Flavie. My "little

•nuit.'" a mime wliich va.-tiv llattcred r.ripitt<'. was only u.-ed
' ' liiin in the privacy of the family circle, or whispered in
!'!iliiii-. or occasionally in the presence of Flavie. 'Ihe activity

• t ;he 'riiuillier workers was extreme. Great and .email put
i'"ir han(js tu the plough. Cadenet secured tliirty votes
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in Ins scctiD'i. Ili uiuir ihr ii.tiin'^ i.f -i\rii elector.-, wlm
MiiiM niily >i_'ii l._, a (I'M--. Oil .\|iiil .liMli. Thniilier w ii

"III I'll Ml. ml" r 1.
1' iIm' ( ..inieil-;;eiier,il <<( ihe il. |iartrneiit uf

tile Si llle \i\ a!l !ll!lli. :i-e lliajiinl \ , I'.ir lllU'e U'Te iiillv ,-i\tV

\''le> a_'aillM lillll. On M.iy l-I lieu.n! to l lie 'I'mleries W Itil

'III' lllinilii|ial lind', |.p I m!i_mm||i|,i|,. ih,. Kin;.' en lii> iVte (lav.

lie tviiinii.i lailiaiit. ili' lia.l tr.nl ihi. |ial!i nf Mnianl.
'{"ill iia\- I, Iter a \e|i,,\\ plaeard illlUulllH ei| the ,slle of tlie

h<MlM- al'ler due jUlMieal ion ; tin- re,~c-r\e pen.- Iiellt;,' seM'litV-

(ive iliuii-.iiid I'raiie-; the linal adjudiialiMii i.i he iimde en
,U\\\ l-I. On till- iiiallir ClapaiMn and ('eii,;e| had a verhal

mnler-iandiii;: \,y ulihh the hitler [.ledi^'d lii'leen tlinw.-iiml

francs to ('laparon, if he Im pt the iioiarv deeeived until (he

<\|||i'ation nf ihe time iii(<|cd to withdraw the property.

.Mademoj-elir 'i'hiiilher. nifijrnieil hv Theiido-e. fidiv au'renl

t" ihi- .-eefet elaii-e, 11 II di r> t ,1 M d I iiL,' that it was iieei >~arv to

pay ilh' aheiioi- of tins a;.'ri oahle treachery, 'riie money wa,>

to pa.-- liiroii;;!! the hand- id' the worthy advocate. Claparoii

liail an mtervii'W at midiii.Ldit. in the I'laec dt roijscrvatoire.

\\i'h III- ai I i'm|di< !. the ii..tary. wlio-e hiisiness. althougli

•"'I' I'll to l>e .-old hy a deci.-ion of the clianihcr of discipline

of the Paris iioiario. was still in tin- market.

'I'lii- wMiiiu' man. the ^iieee--or of Lcopohl llanncc|iiin. had
wished to lly to fortune in-tead id' lairLrin^' on the wav. He
saw >lill li. tter pro-peels ahead, and determined to reacii his

aims. In tin- inier\iew he had ;ione -o t'ar as to olfcr tt'ii

ihoii-aiid fraiii- to jiiiic ha-e -k iirity in this coi'riipt alFair. (o

l.e paid to ClapaiMii oi;l\ ,,,, iveiipi of a coiiiitcr-deed from tlio

nominal piinlia-ir of the property. He felt sure of his

man. for he knew that ('lapaiMii needed this amount to ex-

tricate him.-clf from In- liabilitic-.

•'Who in all Pari- would j.ay me such a commission for

such a piive (d' work r" ,aid Claparoii to him with a semiilancc
of fraiikiie-<. "Lo-e no -hrp o\i'i' the matter. I shall

N'cure a- the apparent piircha-er. one of iho.-e honorahlc riieti

loo stupi<j to have idea- of your -tamp. He is an old rctiroil

(itlicial. (live iiiia the money to pay, aud he will sii.ni your
doeiuiituts."'
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Will II lllr lliil;n\ ll.nl ii>n\ III -'il < 'I ijiiPMii til;ll !ir (iillld ;^.'t

i.::l\ lifli'ii tli'Ui.~iniil I'iMiK - t'iMin Imn. ('m/if MlTrrril his

i III ;i-.-iici.it(' twelve llioiisiinl Ir.iiii , ;im'I ill <>i 'I.'in.iiiiled

'||..!i lliMiisiiinl l'r"in li l'e\ r.iilc, nilfinlin^ li put the

l.d.llKc 111 IllH ciWll I>'i( ki t. All tlir-i> M I'llc-i hctwet ri the I'niir

f. II Wrfe M'U^itllcil With lUVlIV \Von|^ .lliilllt MMlIllUellt iWul

; •:;. -tV. nil liie IimHuP thai llii 11 (iWrd |.> iMeJi i.lluT 111 l)UMIie>S

)-.iii-:ii tMiis. While tlie-^' iinilrrh.iml tr.in-.ii tiipii- ucre heiii.:,'

, irr:' i| nut fur the lielletil of 'I'llll i II KT. to wIimHi 'I'liendoM' re-

i ii. A ilifiii, iiiiiiiife.-tiii^' at the ^aiiii' time the lie. p.-i (!is;,'iist at

i' ii;: i'lili;,'i'(l ti> i.latilile in mkIi irieki'Pv. liie tvMi fru'iui^ urve

_'' il nil the great wnrk tlial the CDUiieillnr was to puhlisli.

,i\n~{- liccaiiie ah.-oititely neiir?-arv to liiiii : lie wa> eaeli

i,i_\ iiinre (iiiis itieeil that h:- iiiarriaLre to ('('Ir-ic wa.s a iie-

I "iiv, N'ow Theoilusr iiiaije all ailiiiirahlc i'rii'inl of thi;

i.iiiiilv" ; lie disarmed jealousy hy his maiuur of eiraeiiig him-
-' If ; he was more like a new piei i.' of furniture ihan ariythitif;

I 1-1 ; this allayed all the suspicion of the Minards and I'lul-

ii"i!% who fondly thoueht he had hecn found too light in tin;

!' lianee l)y hotli Bngitte and 'riniillic".

"ile thinks that perliaps my sister may put him in Iiit will,"

-.lid Thiiillier to Minard, one day; •iio doc-trt know her,

''miiu'll."

This s])eec'li, prompted hy Throdosf, calnird Minanrs dis-

;:-!!-t.

"He is devoted to us," said the oM maid one day to Pliel-

! nil ; "hut he ought to he grateful to u-, for we give him his

; i!, and almost supj)ort him."

'i'liis remark of the old maid, also suggested h\ 'I'lieodose,

)M--ed from ear to ear among the families who freijiientod

'he 'riiuillier liome, and dissipated all their fears; and Theo-
il'i-r confirmed the words let fall hy the 'riniilliers, hy a tl.itter-

ng servility. At whist he jiistitied the lilunders of his "good

fi:' nd." His smile, fixed, and placid as that of Madame
I iiiiillicr, was always ready for t!ie coarse jokes of the hrothtT

i".d sister.

i Ins t''aV'.' h.im wliat. h.e wanted niLirc tlian all. the cnntenipt
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of Iiis anlagor.ists. For four months in PiirrosRion his farr

ri;aiiitainc(l tin' torpid cvpfosioti of a snake wliich has swal-

lf)\vi'd and is (li;,'i'stin^' its prry.

Then lie woiiM ^1) to thr i^Mrdm witli Coilcvilli' or Flavie,

lay aside his mask, laui;h, and return to iiis natural state by

giving' way to nervous Ijursts of pa,-sion for liis future mother-

in-law, which sometimes fri;:!ilene(l her, and r-oinetiiiies awoke
tender iiiiotiniis.

"And you," said he to I-"la\ie, the cNenin^^ Ijeforo the pur-

chase of the hou>e. "doift you pity me? A man like nie,

creeping like a eat, ha\ in;r to choke down every retort, chewing
my gall, .-uhmitting to your relniirs."

*".My friend, my child." said Flavie, wlio still ri'iiiained un-
decided about him.

These words may serve as a tliermonieter to indicate the

temperature with which tlii> acute artist carried on his

intrigue with Flavie. The poor woman wavered between her
heart and morality,

—

ijclween religion and devouring passion.

In tlie nieantinie Felix Phellion devoted himself to the

instruction of the young t'olleville with a zeal worthv of all

praise. He spent iiours upon him, believing he was working
for the intere.-ts of his future relatives. In recognition of his

labors, and iiy the advice of Tiieodo.-e, the profes>or was in-

vited to dine Willi the Collevilles on Thursdays, and the advo-

cate never faiU'd to be pre.-ent. Flavie sometimes made a

pur.^e, or a [lair of slijipirs, or a cigar-ease for the happy young
man, who exclaimed

:

"I iini t"o well rewarded, mailanie, by ilie hapjuness 1 ex-

j)erience in being df service to you."

"\Vu are not wealthy, monsieur," rej^lied t'olleville, "but,

confound it I we are not ingrates."

Old I'hellion rul)be(l his hands with delight in listening to

his son on his return from these dinners. He already saw

his dear, his noble Felix the hu>band of ( eleste.

N'evertheles-, the niore (.'ele>te loved Fdix, the more re-

served and serious she liecame in her demeanor towards him,

especially since her mother had .-harply lectured her one

evenaig.
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iiy (Luiirlitcr,"" -aid

il" Avlioiii you ,«liall

.« is a ^lllall matter

'. that I't' retaining

Uri;:ittr and ymv godmother.

i, \-u do not \vi>h to kill your niuilier. my darling—yes,

1 ii im—obey me hlindly in this matter, and re-t as-nred that

,. di -ire your lia|)|)ine>s above all elst'.
"

A- :-tated, the final sale was lixed Uiv the end of .Inly. Theo-

.:,.-,, therefore, advised Mile. Thiiillier to he prepanil with

•lie necessary cash; accordingly, she sold out her own and her

-i,-!t r-indaw's Funds. The eatastroplK' >d the treaty of llu;

|i-;;r powers, an insult to France, l)Ut now a matter of history,

1- n.ccssaiy to he retold tliat the reader may thus understand

ihai Funds declined from July to the end of .\ugust ; this

u,;> raused by tlic |)ros])cct of war, a fear winch M. Thiers did

I lueh to promote; tliey fell twenty francs, and 'J'hree-per-

,. I,l^ went down to sixty. This also had an evil intluence on

n;ii c.-tate in Paris, which rapidly declined. .Ml this caused

Thcodose to he regarded as a jirophet. a man of genius in the

'..- of liritritte and Tlmiliier, to whom the liou-e was defi-

M'ulv assigned at the price of suvenly-llve thousand Irancs.

T!i.' notar}' involved in this j)olitical ilisasler, lost his otlicc

•Mil! husine.s.s, and was obligetl to go into the country for some

I !!ic, but he took with him Claparon's ten thousand francs.

A' tmg upon the advice of Theodose, Thuillier made a con-

I; .1 1 with (irindot, win* thought he was working for the notary

lu linishing the house, and as during this period of llnancial

il 'ulde, the cessiition of huilding left many idle workmen,

\i:< architect, who had an es])ecial liking for the hou.se, was

. 1 diled to lluish it in a fine style at a low ])rice.

lie decorated four drawing-rooms for twcnty-fivo thousand

:::!ncs. Theodose required the contract to be put in writing,

il that liftv thousand should he inserted instead of tweiity-

: \r. This ac(]uisition increased Thuillier"s importance ten-

Id. As to the notary, he lost his head in presence of the

, litical events which "had fallen like a thunderbolt from a
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<!i';ir .-ky. Siii'i' nf Ins cuiiirnl (i\i'r- Tliiiillirr 1)V reason of

]iis service-;, jiim! ilir ir:in-:icli'iiis ulii<'Ii tlirv hiul had in coni-

iimn, I'lit. ailmin il Ky l'.riL''itti' nf jiccnuiil tjf his discn'tion, fur

111' had ni\i [ mad.' ihr Ica-t alhi-iMii to his own poverty, and
iu'\cr sjinlvt' of iiioiirv,—Tl iT'odo.-.' a--iiiii('d a los senile air

tliaii forin<rl v. IWiLTilte and Thuillirr said to liirii:

"N'otliiiiir can taki' from yoii our csti'ciTi ; in tliis house voii

are in your own liomi'-, the opinion of Mmard and IMiellion,

wliieli you sei ni to fi-.ir. is ii"l of more value to us tlian a lim

l»y \ictor Hugo. Let tlinn talk; liold your head up I"

"We need them >lill to s.'eure 'I'huillier's nomination for th«'

Chamlier." said 'I'lieodoM'. 'Follow niv advire. You have
found it valualil''. liavr you not? When the' house is safe in

your possession, you w;II have a((|uired it for iiothinir; for you
can huy Three jur cents for sixty fraiu-s in Madame ThuiUicr's
luime. and thu- n imhurse her wh^le fortune. Onlv wait till

the expiration of the lime allowed for a higher otfer, and be

ready with the fifteen thousatid frani s fir our roirnes."

I'>rigitte did luit ilelay. She us"d all her ( apital. with the

exception of a hundri'd and twenty thoustiid francs, ami de-

ducting: her sisti-r's fortune. .>-he sc-iired an ineopie of twelve

thousand franes. in Madame ThuillierVs name, for two hun-
dred and forty thousaml francs; .i!i>l with an ineiujie of ten

thmisand fraius in the .same funds for h.erstdf. .-he resolved

never to trouhle herself more in discounting notes.

She saw her liroilur sitiire (d* his forty thousand francs per
annum, exeluf-ive of his pension; she had reinvested Mine,

'riiuillier's fortune in 'r!irec-per-r,r,ts at sixty, which brought
her in twelve thousand fra:i( -. Her own balance was ai.so

thus invcsti il and gave her an animal income of ten thousand
francs ; f.ir the futur.' she wouid onlv invest in the Funds; she

had now, herself, a tot.d iiie ime of eiirhteen thousand francs,

besidi- the home in v.hiili they lived and which .she valued at

eiglit ihou-and.

"We are worth (piite a- iiunh a> the .Miiiards." she said.

'i)on I he loo ready to ::inLr victorv,"" said Theodose ; "the

right of exemption does not ex[)ire for a week \et. 1 have
attended to your aH'aiiv. but my own are iu au awful mtss.""
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''Mv dear \h>\, you have f ritiid.- 1" crinl Ikigitto; "a:id

]f \.)U ever iiccil twcnly-iivc Iduis, you c.iii liinl tlu'iii luTi'."

I'iir'ido.-c at tliis .-pcccli CM handed a siiiilo of meaning

w ill 'I'liuillier, n ho hastened lo take liiin aside, ;.,yin;: to him:

•l-'.\(iise my poor si.-ler ; .-he sees the world throii^di the

! . ck 111 a hdt'le. ]}ut if you want twenty-live tli(>u>and francs,

I .'.ill lend ilicni to you-—out of my lirsl rents," he addeil.

'i'liUilii' r. I iiave a rope around my neck." cried 'I'heo-

.i -e, "Kvi r .-inci- 1 have hccn a lawyer I have liad to irivo

. jilanees. I'.iit inutn. iioi a uurd," added TheodoM', fri^ht-

. • i hiin-elf at lia\in;z let the secret of his situation escape.

[ It: iM the elutchos (d' scoundrels, iiut I hope to ^et the bettor

'.\ 'hem."

Ill telling thhs .seeret d'heodoM' had a douhie purposi: first,

: !< -I 'I'litiillier, ne.\t to avert a liTrdde i)l(n», liahle at any

ii:v t'l he (hall limi in the M'cret, siiu>ler .-I i'UL',^le, and \shich

I iiiid haig foreseen. This was it:

in the inhist of the deej) poverty thri.niiih which he had

I':i--' .!. none hut Cerizet had ltoiic to sic him in the ;_'arrci

\. ' V. in cold Weather, he had lain in lud for hick of clothes,

ih ;nd hut one shirt left. F<ir three days he lived on one
• 't\ cf hread. carefully cut into mea-iired pie<es. and asking

i: !:.-'!f: "Wiia! !ir\i !'
'I'lieii his former protector appearei],

j
:-i pardoned <iut 'd" pri-on. (tf the projects which iliese two

II.' M tiien formed hi fore the wooiltire. one wrappi d in his

..'ti'liiidy's l)ed-ipiill. the othei- in his infamy, it is needle-s

ii ii. apitulatc. 'J'he i'<>ilowini: day, (eii/.ct. u!;m had talked

1' 'ii Dutocq, returned, iiringing Mith him a pair of trousers.

'.' -t. coat, hat, and I l^. ail purchased in the 'i'diiple; then

'iid h;m otf to dinner. The i'l-oveina! ate at l'inson"s,

':
. ik' rAiK'ieiMie Conit'die, lialf of a dinner co~tim;- forty-

:: Iranes. .\t des.sert, hctween twu glas-e.- of wine, Ceri/ot

-
i !" his friend:

"Will yon sign acceptances for me for lifty tliousand franc-,

> '. UiL.' yourself the title of ijarri.-ler'r"'

"\i)ii (.-ouldn't rai.~e ll\e thousand fraiK.- on them," re-

i
i.ed Theodose.
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'rii.il (liH'sii'i (Miuri'ii juu; _\(.ii II jiay :ill ri^ht ; this is

our l)ii>iii. --. ..r luiiii.-iciirV ulm lia> j ,-i r ^.ilwi u.-. It i,-

aii all'im- m .. nicli mui n.-k nullimy, Imi bv wliich you will

I'iiiaiii ihr niit i.j' ii.irri.Urr, a ^'i>.h1 i 1,. iila_'<', ami the hand of

a ;:irl in i!iairia_:r nf \\\r a_;v i>\' an "Id dn^. and who is worth

lint i'>>lli,ni l\u ni\ Id ihii'!_\ iliun>and I'raiii - a \i:ir. NcitluT

I'litiMij imr iii\-.|'ll' (an iiiaii\ licr: uc niii.-i n^; vmi uji, i^ivc

vi'ii iIh' air (d' an linii.,ral.i|i' niaii, I'rrd and loil;^^! ymi. and lix

}"n n]) u^'iicrall'. . {'inTcrnrc. wr ~liali nerd a guaranty,

i ilnii"l .-ay ihis I'nr iii_\-iil'. Ina !'ur nion-K'nr, wlm will lia\e

llif a-' i<\' my iiann-. \\\ iqiiip yoii a.< a jiiralc tn i-apturu

wlnli- unniriL If uc (Imii'i lajiliirc liiat dowry, well, \vf"ll trv

>"nic uiini- iiitir ;-(li(iiir. Im'Iwicu i 'ir.-rhe.- wc; nt'odli't

Jiandic iliiii--.- uiih ioiil;.-— iliafs .-iiiv. \\'e"Jl irivc vou m-
btrm liuii.-. latrr. 'I'lic allair i- likriy In oc a hmg one. There
arr .'-cIm mc^ lo !„ cuiirncifd. I Icfc".- ihc -lamps."

"Waiter, a jhh and ilir ink I" cnid 'rin'Midnsc.

'I'hat'.s ywiir .-.iri i,\' man,"" said Dui'itMi.

"Si^'ii, •'rhcodn-c di' ill I'cvradf." and add: "I'Sarristcr. Rue
Saint I )oniiiiajiii-d'i-;iifri'." imdrr the wnrd-: : •.\cci'|iti'd fur ten

thoiisind francs." We'll dale the iinif.- and .-ue you, n( eour^e

seeretly. .-o as to he aide in eajiture and iniju-i.-dn you. The
jirivalei r-owiM r mii.-t lia\e .-ntiie seeiirily when llie eaptaiii and
bri<,f an' at sea."

( In the niiiridu' the elerk' of the jml^^e .-er\ed la I'eyraile

for ('(ri/et. sirietly. lie came in the eveiiin^i- to >ee tlie ad-

votale. and eveiythin^' uas arran^'ed uithou! jiublicity. Tlu'

'J'rihiinal of Cninnieree has hundred id' .-uch e.ise-s every term,

I'he .-triet rail'- df the As.-ucial ion of IJarristers would eaiise

the di^ilarril!L: ef a niemher liahie to he committed to Clicliv,

'I'iuis Ceri/.el and jiiitncii had tak.-ii mea.-iin'S to secure tweiity-

ii\e l!i(ai.-aml fraiK - each mit of ( 'i|e.<te"s dowry. Xow, wJHi;

'rhidil,,-,. .-i/iied the leiti- he only .-aw his living a^stired, hut

when III- -a\\ the h^rL^nn ^;uMiiiLr eharef, as he rose step !>.

hteji In ,1 hiuher pnsii .Ml nil tile ?neia! liidder. then he wished

Jo iie rnl nf hi- two ar-soeiate.-. Xow. in asking twenty-five

tliou.-ami frane- ,,{ Tliii W'n i- li>- hnpcd to .-etlle hiri notes to

Ccrizet ou a iifl_\ per i eul ba.-ii.

u^^^^^^^^^mm^mmmmmmmm
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riif'.rturiiittly. this iiifjiiiniis spr. ulaiion i- n'»t an exivp
t ":'.' Mile. It tilk'-. |ilaci it: P:iri-. )1!mI.t I'urtTi- tii'i tli.Tllv

(i -_Mii~i'(l to t)t' fhasscd liver h\ ilir lii-i.iriari who i!i>in"~ to

^;w a r'linpicte iirnl at-ciirati Mctun- "f sociftv. Dutocij. an
arrani I;1h rtiiio, -till owcil .ftccii ihousiti"! franc- on his

rtliii and cliciitai;! ; and \t. -hv h>>vr >>f ?ii«-'Ts.<. Ik- impi'd also.

( ..ll'iinual ti/rtiis, to •strvicli tli' ntpi'"' ]., thf rtid of tiio vear

I |i to tlif pr''s.nt !i( :h(T <4' ^liv thirr m^ n had kii-ktd <ir

aiird. Kach km w hus our -tri'iiirtli and rcco^nuzcd his

i::,::rr. KijiiaU in ii>;rnst. it- waic [ifnhn-ss. and in appan'nt
! atidi ncf : (-(nials nl-^i in -t .jui -ilon--c and i:lo..niv looks

v.'i. n iiiuttial sn-jiicion ai-o^- to rlu' >urfafr. hriravcd hv tlie

-f their fcaniros or word-. l-"or two nionths past 'I'heo-

i.ad uradiial''- acfjiiire,.' the slivnirlli of a <letaelied for-

iWit liutoe.j and C -:/.et had niMJer their skilF a mass
1
jr.wd'r. the torch already aliuht : hut the wiinl nii;,dit blow

' i! til' niateh or the devil thiod tlie mine.

I lb niniiient uiieii wild hearts are ahout to seize their ]irov

i- .i!\i av- the ino-t critical : and tlii.- time had arrived for these

tU', fanii.-lieil liu'T-. Cerizet said sometimes to TliT'odo-e.

'.kMi that ri'volutionary look that soverei^^nis have twice known
; lis a^e:

I liav.- made yon kin,::, and 1 niy,-e!f am nobody Not to be
- lo he nothin<:."

\ r-aclion of onvy was fxatlierin,ir likc^ an avalanche in
<'!. -il. Ihitocq saw himsidf at the nunv of Ids coj)vist,

V i,n had beconu' enriched. 'I'heodo-e \\Muld have liked to

!•>•••! hi- partner-, if only he could !» a--un(l that their papers
V. .:;:d 111' eon-unn d with them. A!! ihr.-e t'lok to., lueh ]>ains

! rfiiKcal their own thou<rhls not •.> >n-peet tlio>e of tli'' others.

!
' "''"dose liviil thre.- lives in hell a- iie ihonirlit of h.iw the

' - tniudit turn. ihiU of his own j-aiiie. and then <if the
;'

. His ,-peeeh to Tliuillier wa- tln' cr\' of dopair: 1h>

ilirowii his -ounditiLr-lead into the waters of th(' old hour-

- and had found tiieru no nioiv ilian twenly-tive thousand
;'. nc?.
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'"Aliil." Mini lir t'l !iilll~i|f, "lii'rll.lIK lluthinii', nUO lllOlltll

lllMllf."'

lie iiou li:iiii! tli( 'I'liiiilliiTs with a pnil'iiiiinl lialrril. ISiit

111' ln'i'l 'I'iiiiiiiicr li\ a liarjiudii tliat liad >lii(k into tin- (li'f)tli nf

ill'' man'- \atiii\ - that nf \\\i' ]iri>ji'ctnl \vo?-k, "'raxation and
li'cili iiipi i"ii "

: lie iiii('ii(lcil r('arraii;,Miii: the ideas <if "The
• il'ilic" ill il- Saiiit-Siiii.iiii.-iii, ami cnlorini^ llicni with his

fi r\ 111 S'llll hiTIl (lirtinn.

'I'lir iu'llnlMlH r (it' j'huillirr nil t llr >uliii rt Srl-\ril Tin''! i(1um'.-

Jilll|M.-r cirrcl |\,ly. Oil ihi- slcIliIiT Ml|)|iui'l llr toiik ]\\<

f^tand. ri-iil\ril In liirhi cvcii (in >uch a .-Inidrr ha.-is,— thi'

vaiiil\ (if a fi.nl. uhii h. an urdi'ij: tu tlir cliaraitcr, iiiav he df

^raiiil.' nr .-and. On ivllrdh.n he \\a- Lriad he had .•spoken.

"When hr >-ri> nir M'cin-in;i hi.- ruriiiiie hv paviii;; fifti'cii

lliiiii-and I'lancs at the vtrv innnunt when I have so nnicli iU'ed

111' iniiiiew he will cull- ijer Hie a iiiarxi I (rf hone.-tv."

The eSellin;: ' -reri' tin rit:ilt <>( reileiiiplimi (if (-iiuitv C'.X-

pii'cd ('lapai'iMi .md <
'('ri/el pi-. xrrdrd ihii-: ('(''pizet. to whom

lh( (itlier ha-' i:iv i!ir pa--v.iird ;iiid the addros of tin"

oiii to hi I . and >aii! :

- ('lapamn. uhoni vmi know, lias asked

. expect- \(iii to-inori'ow evciiiii^, you

H' [I, Hit \"t\ expect from him ; lie will

' th' tell tlmii-and franc.-, hn; I iniisl

'!! ;nt ' ve ihoii-and heIon;,r- to iiie

;

•:oi)-h - that a hiaiik remains for the

ii.tai - i-et n . \\

•<»!;' of 111 fl-'

me to - all ii|

know \\ he|-e :

e.Xehaii:^!' it \.

he prc-enl, f'

I ISW oil I; 1(1

iiaini

•I .1 :her

rill p' vii

ii'.ay ini:, fm

lialaiK c. at -

of !lic TiMHinal

aL,'aiti>t him in di

ill! t' notary.

d hole iiiirht with what aj:ronv on(>

or inevitahle niiii were in tin'

id of ( 'la[)aroii, he -aw an ofTieer

Mcrce, \\hii pri.diieed a jiidL'r.it'iit

I"! oiiirini: him to aeeomnaiiv liini to

Clichy.

('('ri/i t ha(l haru'aiiiid with a ereilitor to deliver the un-

liiek\ iiotarv ii|i for oiie-lialf the amount of tli(> deht. Out of

the ten fhoii-aiid he had reserved for Claparon, the victim of
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l!:l - tiv.K luTV, to prcsiTvc his lihorty, was (ihli;ii>(l to pav six

ssiimI at ()ti(i>. If was the aiiioiiiit of liis debt.

I'l ivi.iviiiir liis portion of this extortion, (Vrizct said to

i.v. ilcn' an> a tlioiisaiul i-roui IS to iri'i rill of Chiparon."
t'.ri-it tlicii went to the imtarv and said:
( hipat-nii is a .-coinidrcl, iiioiisii'ur; lie received live thou-

I IrNiics fruiM the allepd purchaser of your Iioum', uliieh

. r- hiin the owner. Threaten him with disclosing lii.-,

T. at In Ins creditors and to have him adjudged a frandu-

lii hi>

^rujit. then he 11 turn o\er half of it to vou.

age the iiotarv wmie Clapanm an ahusive letter

III (le-li; lir. feared arre.-t. and Cerizet promised to ohta in

ut for him
III liave jiiaycd me many a trick. Claparon,"' said ( t-ri-

iiii li.-ten to me, then yon can judge me. All 1 possess

ihnusaiid Clowns— ril give voii that, (.lo to A incrKa,
liadi and make voiir fortune there, tl le same as am
r to make mine here."

.1 V( ly I'vciiing {'la|)aron, cleverly disgui.-ed hy Cerizet,

<: the diligence fur Ilaviv. 'j'hus (erizet 'remain.

d

lemaiided by Claparon,I' r "f the liftci'ii thousand ft ancs (

I luaited TheodoM' with t rampiillitx . This man, whoso
i: !. iiigeiicc was truly remarkable, had. under the name of a
c-i'inr of two thonsan.l francs, a bidder, who was to make an
I ;' 1. i'lit not in time to prevent the sale. This was an idea of

'I's. which Cer izet h iisteiied to earrv out. Fifteen th

inincs more were demanded to bribe t

Oll-

lis new rival ; con-
he must receive seven tlioii.siiul francs ii lore, a sum

tl liiid lieen necessary to settle an aifair precisely like that
i':iinllier"s, w!io was di.-mayed iiy this misfortune. Th"

paroii was a house on the IJiie

d for si.vty thousand frauo.

im ten tliou>and francs.

r ivfi-ri-cd to bv ('

M; irie, which was to be

-iiii' I'oiret. a widow, ntfered

•'ic-nierchant the same sum, and notes for ten tl

-c thirty thousand francs, and that which 1

lousaiu

1- !;av

le was going

ic- winch be alreadve. added to the six thotHand frai

< d, would enable him to tem];t fortuiu; all the luorc,

TVf- I

1

«i

*r
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:is tlip twcntvfKc ihuu.-iiiiil <luc t'lom 'I'Iu'mhI.i-..^ iippoarcd to

hmi (•<'rt;iiii.

"'I'll" limit 'if iIh' ii|iiity i- |i;is-(i|," -nid 'riirnilo-c to Inni-

.'^If, iT'iin^' In liml liiili>(i| Id '^i'\ him tn inin:.' (V'rizot Id his

(i\]\<\\ 'if I 'UiM nrily ;:ft riij of tiir-c jfi'dicsl'"

'^'.111 wnu'} lie ;ili|i. Ill -.rUlc tliis f nirisnclinii ,m\u-|i('rc hut

in ('rn/> I's |il;i(c. >iiuT Claiiiirnii is in it." rr|)lii d i Miticq.

'I'lu'odn.-c wiiit iM'tuci'ii si'Vi'ii iiiul fii;ht o'lluck to this

liiiiiki r of till' i> inr, ulioni tlu' ilcrk hail riotiticd. La Peyraii^'

was feci i\ii| hy t'l'Tizct ill ill.' liidi'oiis kit'lii'M, v^ here ini-i-rv

wa- hacked to picci -. and uliirc the Illi^fortlllll's which \vc h.uc

alliidi'(l to were [ilanncd. Tlicv promenaded the iniserahli'

kill hen like tuo heasts in a caj:e, uhilc the following cun-

ver-ation eii-ned :

*"lla\eyoii hfoiii:iit the lifteen thoii>and fraiies'r"

"No, liiit 1 lia\ e 1 1 'III home.""

"Why. then, not in your |iockei
?""

"I'll explain why," replied ihe advofat»\ wlio, hetwoon the

IiMc Saint-Domini'pie and the J'lstrapadc. had laid out his

foiir>e of action.

The I'roveiie.il. writliinir on the trridiroii to wliich Ids part-

ners had hoiind liini. hail a hrij,dit idea which flashed up fr^in

the hosoin of the hot coals. Peril at times has jrh'inns of lij,dii.

lie i-i'lii'd upon the elfect of frankness, which atfects everv

one, even a I'niiue. An adversary who strips himself to the

Avaist in ,1 duel .ilways e.\cites a i.'oik[ fooliiiir.

"tioodi"" said Cerixel, "now the farce hejrins."

This was a -iinster word and seemed to he forced throiiizli

the nose with horrible accent.

"^ oil have placed me in a most splendid position, ami I

shall never foruet it. my friend," said Theodo.^e, with emotien.

".\h ! that's it. eh!" said t'erizet.

"Listen to me: you ilon"t (loui»t my intentions."

"Sor trulvl" replied the niunev-lender.

"Xo."

"Villi doirt intend to put up those fifteen thonsand francs."

'i'hendo.-e looked lixedlv at Cerizet and shrui;<,'ed his shoul-

ders. Tlu.~e two things cauad the latter to keep silence.
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oilKI

II _'! II

Villi, in my position, knowing; your.-clf uitliiii

f a cannon loaded uiih ^xrapc-shot, live tlius without
an cITort to end it ? Listen t

!_'• fill- trade ; st'nie time \

o liie

on will 1),' 'A

\ on are in a

erit'
I
Hull in the courts of Paris. I, if I cont

id of ^'ood. solid

inue 111 my
cour-.', shall lieronie deinity attornev-L'cneral, mavl

'iieral, in tl

If

iree years time. To-dav I otfer v
I fneud>|iij) which will hf of scrvia.' to Vou. II

>U 11

ero are
vi\ ':•]', litions

'I nlidltlOIlS

III ten m
•ried Cerizet.

mutes 1 will hrinj,' you twenty-live ti

ii.iiii - fur ;ill the ( laims you hold a;,'ainst i

miisant

lie.

Oil .' evclainied Cerizel.A:,. I hutoe.i? And Clapar
•'1.1 .ive them in the lunli." .-^aid Theodose, in his friend's

.iP

ili.it is fine!" replied (erizet. ".\nd you hav.' just in-
v'!ii.d this little -,rame, lindin^r yourself in posse.'^sion of liftwn
iti..ii-,.iid francs that don't heion-,' to you."'

i'.i.l I add ten thousand to them. Sec hen', vou and I

I "i I aeh other."

If \i'U have power eiiou^di to ;,'ot ten thou-and francs out
f v.. UP hour^reuis," .slid (crizet, cairerly. "you can (|uite as
• !v a-k lifteen. For thirty, I'm your 'man'. Frankness for
ii.iiiklie,~s."

"V.ii a-k the inipo.-siiile/" exclaimed Theodose. "At tiiis

'
'iHiit, if you had C'laparon to d.al with, your lifteen Ihoii-
'i francs would he lost, for tiie house is 'liiuillier's now."
rii see what Claparon has to .siy," replied Cerizet, pre-
Ini-r to <ii> and consult Claparon. mounting' Uji-tair.- to tho
::ilier whence he liad just gone. l)ag and liaggage, in a

I lie two adversaries had spoken in a tone not to he ovcr-
• I'l

;
and if 'I'heodose raised his voice. Cerizet. hv a gesture,

:^'\ • him to understand tliat Claparon might he iistenin-,' to
'!: Ml.

'
^

'flic five minutes during which 'riieodose heard what he
!•! 'Vrd to he the murmur of two voices was positive torture
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In llilll, (<>r 111- ulmli' 111'.' U;l< till' >tilk>'. Ct'TlZi't Cillllt' <in\vn,

II >iiiilr ii|iMn 111- li|i-. 111- IV.- lirilli;iril vulli ;iii infiTii:!!

rii;ili<i', il.iiii iru' v* illi •^'^- ''. m mi'iuK!'' Lik .!'• r in \\\< g:i_vi'tv.

"I kiiuu iiuiliin;.'," >.i\<\ \i<\ .-lii ii;.'^'iiij;- in- ^llolli.l^r.. ; "I,, it

( |;i|i;iri>ii hiiiiu- it ;ill. Ili; ii- .1 to wtirk fir sniii.' tup-iiuiih

liMllkiT-. Ulnil I tujil llilll Wh.it Villi U.llltrii lit' lau,u'll«il :li:i|

.-iiiil: 'I iliin'i il'iiilil ii." 'I'li-iii'ii'iiw ymi will liasf to hrin;;

Iliv llm-i' !\\( !il_\-H\r lliull7;!'ii| I'liilliS Vnll niri'Ii'il tlic ; ami lli>

Ic.-.- iic,-|.l(> In ri ill'" in \nlir :u 1 ijitaiU r«, IllV lliiV.

"Alii! uli\''' ,1-ki ij 'riiri-lii-ii. wli.i iflt a- it' III- liackborif

ucrr liijiH r\ iiii: ; a^ thniiLrli nifliiil \i\ ilir i,.-cliar^i' of some

iriiiTiiir- I Iri 1 1 ic ^li"i k.

''I'llr I'Mll-f I.- Kiirs."

"And lii-u
':'"

( 'laiiiimn lia- l'iiriiiall\ Iml it in iiiiiltT tlu> naiiic if a

(jralrr, llii' lir-t oih' lo laki' in'ocri i|m;.'s ii;raiiist liiiii, a liltl-'

toail iiai.Hil Saii\ai;:iiiiii. I >i .-iiu lu-, the attorney, lias tlir

inattrr m liainl, ainl lo-iuuiTnu- innrniiiu yu'll receive ijiie

iintilieal i"ii. 'Illi- I :-iiii-s will eiiiM|iel iii.-, riajiaron. ami

|)ll|i)ei| In !Mi-e the \villi|. \\! at Wiinlij lieiollle iif llie Wllil-

oiil t laiiatmi '' So, I mii-i I'lii'^;!'. e hiiii I I' I'l^ivi' liiin ; ;.ou

may li.it lu'lieve it. my ikar Irieml, l.iit \w ai-tiially ei.ibniecil

each ntlier. < '!iaiiL;e \oiir t' 'nis."

The |a.~t umkIs were a|)|ialiin_\ e-iieeiallv in the oomiiicnt

oU'ereil I \ the face of Ceri/ei, who was aiiiiisinj,' himself hy

jilaviii'^ a .-eeiie rnnii "'Li'U'ii'iiife," in the iimlst nt uhicli In'

f-tiiilieil attentively the I'rovemars charaeter.

'•Oil I ( ili/et," >aiil 'rileoilo.-e, "ailil 1 wi>!leil yoU so well!"

"See \oii, in\' ilear," l'!'|illeil ('el'izel, •"lietueell US this l-

needetl," ami he ; ! nuk his heart, "of which you haven't the

least hit. When Villi iiiiai:mcii you liad ii- -then caiiic the

sijueeze. ! ^,•IV( il vou from veriiim ami the horrors of star\.i-

tion. ^'ou woiilil h.ive (lii'd like an idiot. We put you on the

way to fortune, we piil you in-ide the finest social eiroles, we

put Villi where there wa> MUiielhini,' to ^'et- -and after all that!

Well, now I know ymi; we l'o armed."

'I'licii It IS war," .-aid 'I'lieodose.
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Vmi firod first," s.iid ('I'Tizcl.

i'.iit if \uii (Ifstrny iiH>

—

tlii'ii r;iri'\vc|| to all your liopcs

il Mill ;iii' iii)t iihlc III ilc-irnv nil', soil hav (' an I'lictiiy
a iiK

Kxaiilv uliat I .-ail! tn I)iitu((| Vf.-iiidav ." aiiswiTrd Cvri-

>< 111 I[M <1 !' We clm-i' liitucfI. M,.,ll\. >i!i liiiw can 11

\\\>i < iiciiiii.-taiii f iiMTii < a~r-, I Ml a pretty ^'. >im|

t ll"\\." Ik- uc'iit oil lifter a paii-e; 'tu-iunrrnw hriiij; me vuiir

i..'ii!\ li\e iliuiisaml franc- and 'riiiiillier -liall retain tlu'

'" - . We'll lielji ynu at liotli eiid-. Lilt ymi niu.-t pav
N .fi-r uliat lia> ])a.->e(| that's li'it m) iiuicli amiss, cli r"

\il ( eri/.et sl;r|i|ied 'riieudd-c on the .-lioiilder witii a

I inii i-i;i iimre u itlierin^' than the iron of th(; executioner had

">a\ 1- iimrruw at noun." >aid the I'rijveiii.al, '•for there
aiv a ii'iinli. r <•( iloll^ to heat."

"Ill dii my he-i Willi (hijiarnn, hut he's a pri'ttv toii!;h

! H"M w hell \[v'> ill a hurry."

"''il. v.ill! to-niorriiu then," said 'J"lu''oil(i-e, m the tone

.1 Mian decideij on iii.s coiirso.

'' 1-iiiornin;:. friend." -aid Cerizet in sueli a horrihlo

'I'll Iwiic that it dej:rai|ed the most heaiitiful word in the

!.i!i_i;au'i'. "There goes a -ik ked oranire," -aid lie to hini-elf.

I .king afier 'i'heiKlu.-e pas-iiig down the street like a man in a

W ln'll 'I'lleddn-e folllld hjni-e|f in the Hue des I»ii>tes. lit"

I rapidly toward- tlio liou.-e of Madame t'olleville,

L' himself into a rage. Inthniied hy the heat of hi.s

j.i--itiiis. ,ind hy that .-!>ecies of internal iin- so familiar to

II iiiy Parisian-— for tiie-e dreadful situations ahoiiiid in

i'iin— he reaehed a height of frenzy and eloipienee which a

> iiiile Word will explain, 'rurning from the Hue de Saint-
•'

."l"''> <lii lliiiil-i'as into the little l{ue des Deu.x-figlises, lie

' •<{ nut :

-I uill kill him!"
I iierc is a man out of ^orts," said a workman, who (juieted,

h. ihis jocose ninark, the incandescent madness to which
i

'•' d..-e was giving way.
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II

0)1 Icaviiii,' ('('rix.ci the idoa caiiu' to him to go to Flavie and
ti'll her cvi rytliiiig. Sniithfrii iiaturi'S aiv thus—strong up
to ii ctTlain [iMiiii (if passion, then a eoihipse. JIc entered,

l-'lavif Mas alone in licr chainher; she saw Theodose and
liiought he had <'oiiie to viohite or kill her.

"What is the matter :- she eried.

"I— I Do yon love me, Flavie?"' said ho.

'"Oh I can you douht it?"

"liut ali.-ohitely love me—even if 1 were a criminal?"
"Has he then killed somehody ?" said she to her.^elf ; answer-

ing him with a nod of assent.

Theodose. hapjiy at even grasjiing this hraiich of willow,
went from his chair t(» l-"lavie"s lounge, hurst into a passion

of sohs, torrents (if tears ran down his cheeks, that would have
affected even an old judge. Flavie went out and said to her

maid: "I am not at lidine to anyone ;"" then she closed all the

doors and retiirnc'd to Theodose.

.She found the child of Froveiice stretched out, his head
thrown hack, and weeping. lie was using his handkerchief,
which, when Flavie sought to withdraw it from him, slu>

found soaked with ti>ars.

"What is the matter with you?" she a^ked.

Nature, stronger than art, served the purpose of Theodose
admirahly. He was no longer playing a jiart—he was him-
self: these tear

pri'\ ious acts of coiiu'dv.

"^ou are a child." said she in a gentle voice, smoothing
the hair of Tlieodo,-e, in whose eyes the tears were drving.

"I have hut y(Ui in the world," cried he, seizing Flavie's

hands and kissing them with a sort of fury. "If you only

remain true to me—as the h.idy is to the soul—then,"' he

added, recovering himself with inlinile grace, "1 should have
the courage."

lie ro>e and paced the room.

""I'e?. 1 can struggle ; I will recove. my strength, like

Anta'us embracing his mother earth: with my own hands will

1 strangle the serpents that entwine me, that give me serpent-

lis nervous crisis, were the signature of his
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ki«=f'?, that slavf'i- mv clKcks, that sui II IV uiiiiMi, inv honor.
(111! that poverty! 11

iirdcr it, with a holi] fn. nt. Far Letter for iiie to have starved

)u- e-reat are tho.-e who can slant! erect

in niv ''arret hree vears ant1 a Iialf a<jo. A eotlm 1.- )ft

I)' il in c(jiiij)ari<on witii ni\- piv-ent life. Fnr ei<,diteen months
I have been fed on hour(jciiis; and when all i~ projiitious for
aitaininp an lionest. fortunate life and a frreat future, when I

was about seating myself at the baiujuet of society, the exeeu-
iioner ta{)s me on the shoulder: 'Pay thy tithos "to the devil,
T die!" And 1, .shall I not trample them underfoot! and I,

-ii.ill I not ram my arm down their throats to their very
• ntrails! Ah! \es, l" will, 1 will. See you, Flavie, my eyes
iiiv dry. And presently 1 shall lau<,di ; I feel my power. ()li

!

.-ay to me that you love me—say it onee aixain."^ At this mo-
11,'iit it sounds like the word -I'ardoned" to the condemned !"'

"Vou are terrible, my friend," said Flavie. '-Oh! vou
liuise me.""

She knew nothinj? of the meaning of this, but she fell on
il'.e couch half-dead, so agitated was she by this scene; and
t'^ n Theodose flung himself on his knees before her.
'i'ardon me! forgive me,"" he said.

•Ilut what does it all mean?"" she asked.

'i'liey wish to ruin me. Oh! promise me Celeste; you
-Mil see in what a glorious life I will make you a sharer.

'

If
hesitate— Well, that will mean you shall be mine; I will

ive you !"'

lie started up with such vehemence that Flavie, terrified,
-e and walked away.

"(Ml! my angel! at your feet, there—what a miracle! For
nainly God is for me. I have n-ceived an illumination. I
.'.'• had u sudden idea. Oh, thanks, my guardian angel, holy
''odose, thou hast saved me."
i'lavie admired this chameleon being: on his knees his

:'m1s crossed over his breast, his eyes raised toward> hciven
a religious ecstasy, lie reciti'd a prayer, he was the most

rvent of Catholics, he crossed himself. ' It was as fine as the
'iimunion of Saint-Jerome.

\'iii
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"A(li(u.'" lit' s.iiii. ill ;i iiu'liinclioly Ijiit seductive voice.

"Oil I" ci'ii'il |-'i;l\i<'. *'|fiive tile till- lian(ll<ercllief."

Tlieo(]i).-r (!c>(c!i(iiil ilie >t;iirs iilxe a iiiadmaii, Icajird into

t!ie street, ami ran lo.vards 'riiuillier's iiousc. 'I'lieii Ik; looixed

l)acl<, saw Flavic at the window, and waved his haud in tri-

iiinpii.

'"Wliat a man I" said she.

"My gond friend," said 'J'lieodose, in a gentle, calm voiee,

alnio-t enaxing. to Tliuillirr, after reaeliing iionie, "'we have

fallen into tlie hands ef atrocious scoundrels; ijut I iutend

giving them a little li'ssoii."

"What is wrong?"" said Brigitte.

"Well, they want twentv-flvo thou.snnd francs, and s to

got the better of lis, have arranged to hid in tl.e property.

Put five thou-and francs in your pocket, Thuillier, and come
wit!: me; Til assun'vou that house. I am making implacahle

enemies fnr myself,"" he exclaimed; "they seek to destroy mo
morally. Should you despise their calumnies and feel no

change toward me, I shall be content. And what is this, after

all? if I sueeetd, ymi will have ])aid for the house one

hundred and twenty-live tlmusand francs instead of paying

one hundred and twenty."

"Will this thing go on?" denumded Brigitte, uneasily, whose

eyes dilated with a horrible suspicion.

"Xone but preferred creditors have the right of redemption,

and as in this case there is but one that has used this right, we

can take it ([uie y. Hi? debt is hut two thousand francs; but

of course there are the costs of the lawyers in affairs like this

which must be paid, and it wouldn't be amiss to give a per-

quisite of a thousand francs to the creditor."'

"f!o. 'I'huilliiM',"" said Brigitte: "take your hat and gloves,

and get the cash—you know where."

"As I let that fifteen thousand francs go without result. I

don't wish any more money to pass through my hands. Thuil-

lier can pay it himself." said Theodose. when he found him-

self alone with iirigitte. "You have made twenty thousaml

francs liy tlie bargain I made with Cirindot; he thought he
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v,,i> a??istin,i: tlif notiirv, .-nid _v,.u oun a ])r(.p<.rtv whioli in
i'vi' years will !„• wnrih lu'iirly a million, it is at a corner of
ill'' lioulcviinl.'"

lirigitto w,is uiicii-y, ami listenr,l ...x.ifily like a cut that
iiclls niico under the lloor. She looked verv earne.<tlv. and

' ^If douhtfiilly, at Theodose.

•What is it, liith' aunt?"
"Oh ! I phall he in deadly fear until we nro the real o\nicrs,"

:
'.e replied.

-Where are wq froin^:'"" asked ThuiUier.
To :\rnitre (n.deschal, whom wo must emplov as our at-

t'lriiey."

'•But wo refused Ctdcsto to him," exclaimed t!ie old maid.
• The more reason for cmployinj: him," said Tiieodose. "I

i:wve studied hini. He is an honorahle jnan, and lie will ho
'Icji^rhtcd to render you a service."

fJodeschal, Derville's successor, had been for more than ten
;.'.irs Desroches' head-clerk. ThOodose, to whom tliis fact
u,!.- km)wn, had liad tin's name flashed upon hhs consciousness
I'V an internal voice in the midst of his despair; and he fore-
'•lu the possibility of wrenchin<r from the hands of Claparon
til' weajwn with whicli Cerizet threatened him. But above
:ili. the advocate desired to <rot into JVsroclics' ollice, and ascer-
i.in the position of his adversaries, (lodeschal alone, by
r. I -on of the intimacy between the master and the clerk, could
1

'

of assistance to him.

'I'he lawyers of Paris, when they are so closely allied as uero' 'ieschal and Desroch-s, live in a true lomradeship. resulting
!: a certain facility of arranging- affairs susceptible of in-
ra^;_rement. They obtain from each other, in turn, all possible
"f.eessions. applying the old proverb, -pass me the rhubarb^
i'd I will ])ass you the senna" ("One good turn de.-erves
'"ther"), which is practised in all the professions, among
'^''liters, soldiers, judgi>s, merchants,—wherever hostility

- not raised too strong barriers between the parties.
"1 am getting very well pai(. for this transaction," is a

f- '-'m which requires no expression,—it is in the gesture, the
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.'Kcctit, till' look: iiitil iis luwvi rs niv ;i clii-.s wlin moot on this

(uinniuii Lrrnuiid. I lie iiu.-inc.-s is soon scltlcil. 'I'lic (.ouiiter-

piii,-c to ilii.- cmiiimkIc.-Ihi) (\i>ls ill \vli;it may he tfrnicJ pro-

frM-iniial Imii.ir. 'r!ni>, ><>ciriy ^!loul(l liclii'vc a iiliv.-ician wlm
ill t('>lilyini,r on a qiic-lion "t Iciral iiicdicinc, says, "This boii\

contains ar.-iiiic."* \a consideration can ovcrconu! the sclf-

rcsjK'ct of ih.. actiir, tin- intc;:rily <if th(! jiul^re. the indepond-

cnic nf 111,, pill, lie iiiinistiT. And a I'aris attorney nays, wiiii

frood-iialiin d fraiikii(-s. "Vnii can not ol)tain tliat; my client

is cnraixid."" '1',, wliich tlic other replies, "Well, we shall

fcce."'

Xou- la I'eyrad.', ;i smart man, had nut trailed hi? robe

about the I'alaee m) Ion;,' without bein;^ aware how best these

judicial ami'uities wnuid serve his vi\i\>.

'iifiiiain in the carriaire," he said to '{"hnillior, on reach-

ing the line \'i\ienne, win re (iodeM-hal was now inastor in the

place wlu're he had lie.irnn his lirsl labors.

it wa.J eleven o'clock at ni^dil. Imt la I'eyrade was not wToni^

in lliiiikiiiii; tliat :i newly Hedged attorney would be found in

his ollice, even late as it was.

"To what do 1 owe this visit. Monsieur I'Avocat?" said

(lodeschal, ineeling la I'eyrade.

roreigners, ])rovincials, men of the world, perhap.?, are not

aware tliai barristers (urmdls) arc to attorneys what generals

are to marshals; a strict line? of deinarkation divides them.

However venerable may be the attorney, however competent,

lie must go to ilie barrisier. The attorney is the one who lavs

out the campaign, who collects the munitions of war, and sets

I'verything on llie move; the barrister gives battle. It is not

ex])laineil why the law gives the client two men instead of

one, any more than it is known why the author needs both a

printer and i)ulili>her. The Association of Barristers forbids

its memliers to ])i rfurm any act jiertaining to that of the

attorney. It very rarely lia])jiens that a barrister sets foot in

an ationiey's oliice. they meet in the I'alace of Justice; but.

in society, these barriers are thrown down, and sometime-

barristers, in a pusilioii similar to that of la Peyrade, demean
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thi'm.-clvcs by rallin.i,' ujxm ;m anorin'v : Imt siuli nrciirivnccrf

.11 riirc. and special iir;,n.iicy i- m-^cd .-is .1:1 cnciis.'.

•|-;ii. JNon Dieii." :-ai.! !a I'rvradr. "ii i^ a jj^ravc alfair,

:ii:il liftWCfTl IIS WC Illll^t M'ttlr U Vcrv ih'Iiiatc ]'!i'<c (if hu.-i 11. -.-;.

Tiliiillicr i.s liclow ill a carria;,'.'. and I cniiir, not, in mv
i;il>a(ity as a barrister, Init as a rrinid >>{ 'riniillirT*s. Vuu
.lit in a i)()sition in wliitli vuu can lie cif inunciisc Mi-vico to

liiiii. and I told Iiini tliat you were of tuo nohlc a soul ( for you
liiv a worthy successor of the -^n-eal Derville) iiut to i)laee at

hi- ilirection your utmost capacity. This is the husiness."

After e.\plainin<j wliolly to his own advamaj:e the trick

u!,icli must, he said, be balked by altiiity.—and lawyers meet
V clients that lie tlian those who speak the truth,—the bar-

r developed his plan of canipaig^n.

"Vou ou<,dit, my dear maitre, to jro this very iii^dit to see

I'l-roches, explain the whole plot, jiersuade him to send for

[ill- client of his to-morrow, this Sauvaij,niou ; ln'tween us llireo

a peniuisiti' of

iddition to live

ii;!iidred each for yourself and I)esroches, only provided that

Tliuillior obtains from .Sauvaignou a letter renouncing his bid
If'Te ten o'clock to-niorrow. This Sauvaignou, what does
!• want? His money! Well, then, such a peildler as that
« uldn't resist the appeal of a thousand-franc bill, so es-

i"' ially if he is but the agent of a cupidity backing him. The
fight between him and the others is no matter of concern to

ii>. ("ome, do vour best to get the Thuillicr familv out of

"\'\\ go at once ami see Desroches." said (iodesehal.

"N'o; not before Thuillier gives you a jiower of attorney and
five thousand francs. Money is necessary in such a case as

ti''-."

After an interview at which Thuillier was present, la Pey-
r;df took Godeschal in the carriage to Dosroclies". in the Rue
d- Bethisy, saying that they would return by the IJue Saiiil-

!' iiiinique-d'Enfer; and on the doorstep of Desroches' made
an iippointment for the next day at seven o'clock.

iii'.r

w will properly confess him; if he wants
-;i\ a thousand francs we'll stand that, in
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La Pfv nidt's wlml,. fmuiv iind fnrtunc ];iy in tlio out(V)iiio;

fi)r lie liad arraiiL'iil to meet (i-Mlc-di;:! iit I )<'srn(Ius' nnicc on
the ruormu- at m \. ;i u'cloi k. It is imt a,-luiiisliin;,r. ihcrcfniv.
tiiJit he (!i-ni:anKil th,. i i^idition-; >.{ the |,;ir ;i;ii| \m iit thitlirr

lo sillily S.iuMiii:n<iu jind In t.ik.' pail in the >tMi,i:^'lf in .<|)iti'

of the (kinun- he ran in coiiipiu- umirr tlic (vi'- of ono of the
most forniidaliK' advocat. s of {'ari-.

As he cnlcri'd and inado his ^aluIatiolls lu- ojjscrvcd Sau-
vai;,Miou. lie was, as hi^ name indiealfd. from .Marseillr^.

and was f.iivnian to a ina-i<T-( arjimb r. or rathir a kind of
clerk of the works, standing' heiucen the iiiasttr-cariienter and
liie workmen. The priilit of the work consi-^tod jn v har lio

could maki- out of ihe [iriee paid hini h_v the contractor and
the lahor h.' cinjdoy((l; li,' ri'criveil no pndit out id" the nia-

icrials uxd. 'I'he ma.Mor-carpentcr had failed. Sauvai-
^niou at once appeale.l to the 'rrilainal of ('oinmeree and hail a
lien i)laced on the property. This small alfair was the end
of the c(dlapse. Saiivai^rnfMi was a little, sipiat man, who
wore a ^'ray linen blouse, cap on head, and sat ii\ an armchair
in the ollice. Three hills of a thousand francs each Iviiii;

before bini. on Desroclu^s" de>k, .-howed la i'l'yrade that' the

engagement was ov( r. and the attorneys worsted, (iodescliar.s

eyes toUl the rest, and the glance which Desroches. the most
feared of every attorney in Paris, cast on the "iioor man".s

advocate" was like the blow of a pick in a grave. Stimulated
by danger the I'roveui-al was niagnifieeiit : he laid his hand on
the three hills <if one thousa.nd each, and folded them a- if

about to ])Ut them into his pocket.

"Thuillier v.on't make liu' deal." said he to Desroches.
'•Well, then, we are all agreed." re[)licd the terrible attoriic;,.

"Yes; your client mu>t now hand over to n.s llftv thou.«and

francs c.\]iendcd by u- in furnishing ilie property, under the

contract between d'huillier and (irindot. 1 did not inform
you of that yest(M-day." said he. turning to (Inde-^cl,,,!.

"Von Icar that!'" c^'d De-nvdies to Sauvaignon. "I

shall not touch this case without being guaranteed."
"But, gentlemen." said the tradesman, "I cannot deal
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uitli tlii.« matter until I U-.iw .-rcn ih,. wortliy man wlm puc
11. '• li\t' Imiiilrcil Inincs on aicoiint fur liavin^' ^iJ,'n(•(i a power
I

' .itlornry to Inni."

"Arc von from .Mar..illr,. r" said la I'cvrailc to him, in

>.iiuai;:non"s own /Kilnis.

'\ ts, monsieur.""

Uell, poor (!(\il. vou. don't von .-ee tliey wish to ruin
..-11' l>on"t \ou know uhiii to do? I'otket those three thou-
Miid francs, and vhm tlic other t'cllow turns up, take out
.\-iir rule and -ivc lnm a pouiulin.ir: tell him that he is a
.-"iiiidrel, lli;it he wani> u,u to do his dirty work, that instoad
ct doin<,' this you r. \okc your power of attorney, and that.
f::MiH r. you uill rclurn him ilie live hun<lred francs the first

v.-k in wliieh there are llirc ThurxLiys. Then he of! to
M;M-cilIes with that three thousand fiv.- "hundred francs and
y'-r savini^s. If anything' ,i,'oes wroiiLT, let me know throu^rli
!!i'-(- jrentlemen; Til ^'et you out of the scrap.', for not onlv
!''n I a {rood Provencal, hut also one of the Icadin.t,' barristers
!' I'aris and the friend of the ])oor.'"

Wlicn the Workman found in a com])atriot an authority for
-

'
Honing' the reasons he hail for hctrayiiifj the money-lender

I' ia[)itulated, demanding thirty-five hundred francs.
I ifieen hnndrid frams hein;: delivered to him he said:
"A pood stroke! hut it is worth it. for he might put mo in

Strike him o;dy when he attacks you," said la J'eyrade.
"T'lin you will he acting in self-defence."

When Desroches had convinced him that la Pcyrade was a
! I' ti>ing attorney, Sauvaignou signed a release of his (daim,
! 'iiding principal ami intcnvt, to he ratified hy Thuillier
' 'I liimst'lf. in the presence <>( their respective advocates, so
'i

!
the matter might he settled heyond douht.
Uc leave you the fifteen liuiuhvd francs," la I'evrade whi.s-

!' "id to hesroches and (iodeschal. "on condition of giving mo
•'' nnunciation. I will have Thuillier sign it in the Cllicu

'

• ni,~ notary, Cardot. Tho poor man did not close his eves
a:i night."'

10
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ijl ifiii

'\irv well/" c:,i,l I),.,n,(hrs. "Vnii mav coiij^'ratulatf
voiirMiC," |„. ,|,1,|,.,| ,,, S^iiiv.ii-iiou. a- llic la'ttcr mk,,,.,] hj,
nam.', -at lia\iii- madr lili,.,.,! hi'iulnd I'l-aii.:- m. t'asily."

"I)u 111,;, iv.illv Im|(,ii^' I., iiir. .M.,iiMriir Nolarv?" a-ki'<l
tlic rr.iMii. ;il. aliTail_\ ill at v.i-f.

••"li: lauhlllv ,|;ull;.||," ,•,.,, |„.,1 |),..-n.chc«. "Ohlv you
JiiUM nsuk,. til.' [..urr ,)|' atlnrncy ^rivcii v.-.-tmlav to vour
1>V«\\. (n. liilM 111,. ,,|11,-,.— this wav."

I'<'M-.m1„.< ,n-lnut..l hi. Ii,.a,| ,i,.rk what to .lo, an.l told
<"i(' of h,.. >iu.h'nls to H,. tliat a na-.Ti-cr u.nt to ( erizefs
uclorc ten oVloclc.

-Thank yon. D.M-orhr.-.- said la I'.'vrad... pressing the
Iiiui.l ..f th,. aih.ual.'. "V,,,, think of cwrvthiiig. I shall
not lorp'i this service."

'•l>o not leav y.air .lociunents at Catdot's till afternoon."
'•Seo h,.,',., .•oiiiitryniaii," siid the advocate in Provencal to

Siii:v,ii-!iou. ••|.,ke y,,ur 'Dully- i„ ]',clleville for the day^ and
lie -lire not to pi home."

"I nnd( r>land." v;ii,| Sauvaignou.
"Vour hand, until to-morrow I"

/A"
'''•^'''.' " -''''^ '" '''yf'l''. uttering ii Provencal cry.

^

"Tlu'iv i.s something hehind all this," .^aid Pesrochc.a to
(iode.-ch.il. just as the advocate w;.s returning from the studv
to the ollice.

'•The 'rimilliers get a magnificent freeliohl for next to
nothing, that's all," (iode.'^chal refdied.

"I.a IVyrade and (eriz<'t seem to nie like two divers fi^-ht-
iiig under the sea. What am I to tell ('erizet, who pla"rd
the affair in my hands ?" a>ke.l H.'sroches as the barrister
returned.

"Say that Sauvaignou forced your liand," sai<l la Peyrade.
"And \,ui f,..ar nothing .'" said Desroches pointedly.
"\\ h.ii. i 'f I hav(> ,,nly given Cerizet a les,<on."

^

"To-'.i(UTow I shall l(>arn the whole," said Desroches to
God(\-c!,al; -no one hlahs like a heat(>n man.*'

I.a Peyrade went ,,ir, with the renunciation in hi.s pocket.
At eleven o'clock he was in the court of the justice of the
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j. ;'•; ho saw Ct'Tizct loiiic in, piil.' with r;i;,'<', his cvo- full
' f wiifiiii: ho said in liis car, in a calin. funi voice:

M.v friend, I al.-o am a pretty p.dd si.rt <<[' lMl,,u niv.elf ;

i -:i!l hold these t\veiit_v-fi\e tli.,n>aM.l francs in Lank-l.iils at
V'lr (ii.-posaj; thoy arc vours in e.vchan'ro fnr inv accent-
;iii...s."

• '

• Vrizet gazed at the advocate of tlie ])oor, hut was (luite
1.: .:Mc to make any answer; he was crrecn

; h\< l)ile liad struck
II!

•I am now incontestably a propi'rty owner," cried rhuiiiier
u:,. M he returned from his iiotar>, .lac.|uinot, tiie son-in-hiw
:;n'i suocessor of Cardot. ''Xo human power can now dis-
!' -M,-> me; so they say I"

Tiic middle c lasses believe tlie notaries more readilv than
ti.'.^ do tlie attorneys. The notary i> much nearer to them
tii.ni any other ministerial oilicer. The middle-class I'an>ian
! ''r visits his advocate without trenddin;:: his hclli^^'ereiit

i'lriiig troubles him, while he always enjoys a new pleasure
HI visiting his notary, whose wisdom and good sense ho ad-
II!! [VS.

"Cardot, who is looking for a fine suite," said Thuillier,
11.,- asked lor one of the apartments on the secon.l lloor.
l! i wish he will intnxhu, me on Sunday to a tcnaiii who de-
^ r - a lease of the property for eighteen ye;irs at a rental of
f r;v thousand francs and taxes. What do you sav to iha,,
l''r,_itte?''

"All!" said Hrigitte. ''we must \\ait; what an awful fri^dit
' .! '!i'ar Theodose gave me."
il.iUoI my be.-t friend; iait what do you suopo.M' Cardot

-'i'! lie a.-ked me who had j)Ut me in the v>ay of tlii- siroki',
1;"! Slid that 1 f.ughl to give him at least ten ihoiL-aiid francs
•1' .1 present. As a fact. I do owe all to him."

ilnt he is the same as our own boy," said iSrigitte.

•ruor fellow, Vn do him the justice of saying that he does
I^'' :i-k for anything."

">Vell. my good friend." said la Peyrade. who returned at
'• o'clock from the justice of the peace, ''here you are,
M:-!er Richman."
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"Ami llirnili.'l| Vn.l. my (ir;ir 'riMMpdip-r "

"A/hi _\rni, liiilc nntit. Ii;i\r vci: cnmr tu Iit'c nL'.iiri!" All!

yon MiTf iH'i >ci iiiikIi jI'imhI ,i, | u.i-, I [Mil \uiir inirrfst''

liff.iH' iii\ (.un. T'lK.' I (,,iil(!iri liiTjtii.' I'n-clv till ficv.'ii

o'rlui k ; ,-till I Jilil sure IImU ii|' li;i\n!i.' luu liinrt.ll < tU'IllicJ ;lt

'ii\ liM !- in ihc i«,i p.r-i.ii- «linin I iriiLiW |',,r voii. A~ I

'''llllc il.'lllc I ;i-|.,i(I Il!\,-clf u!|;it Kind of illl'ucIKr \.ni ||;|,|

"\iT lllr lllllt illillliril till' !n rillllllit tlii^ .-cift n\' crirnf'

^\ 111 llii'i" ill" liiiniT iif Immiil' iiiic (if \unr f.miilv ainl linuinin^'

yiMir Mill will CM r ( |T,|, r I'min inv <Mti..,icncc llir>.|;iin I Ii,i\i'

jnit up'iM ii."

"i'-.-iii! \..ii ,,111 ,,1111',-, ii," ,-11. i 'riiiii!liir. ill.' fivrtliink. r.

"N'nU
, :-;iiil 'I'ii, ,»],,.,' \n lin-ll |r, -Mill ni;iy pliy III .-('(iinlV

till' [irici' (if tlif hoiiM.. .ii;Iiiv iliMi|.;iini |'r;iiir>. ;iiii| thirty

lli.iiisiiiil to (Inn. lot. ill Jill. Willi till' c.i.ts \(.ii liavf paid, one
liuii.livil ami tuciity thoii-am' fram-; tlir la.M tuciitv tlioii-

i-aml make it in all one liumlrr.l ami fm-ty tliousaml. It" Vi>ii

li'aM' ilic \Uioli' to on.' tenant, a.-k i'oi ihc la-l viiirV rent in

advaiKr, and rcMTVe I'm- me and my wilV all tln' llo^r almvc
till' tiitrcsdl. Vmi tail then even ^ri fm-iy tliou.-aiid I'imiks

a yr.ir for \\\v\\,' y.ars. Tiicn. if at any tiiiii' you wisli to

move iicariT tlic ClianilHr and dt-irc t.. ijint this ipiartcr. v ni

can stay wiili nic; tlurc arc .-tai)lcs ami coaili-Iioitsc. and ^a

forth, pertaining' to ii. Mcanulnlc. 'i'huillicr, I am going tn

jxct you till' Cross of the i.i';_n..n (jf Honor."
IJcarinLT thi> last pronii.-c, l'.ri;Lrittc tried:

''.My faith! my i)oy. y(.ir\e done our hiisines? [;n well that

I shall leave ynti that of lea>inL' the hoine."

"Don't alidicatc, irood aunt." said Thendose; "and (iod

preserve nie from t ikim: one -st,.p wiihout vmi. You are the

frood L'eniiis ,:f ||„. family. I am constantly thinking' of tin"

day when 'riiiiillicr will \h' in llie Chamher. "t'ou will ha\t'

forlv i'iou>aml francs in iiand in.-ide (d' two months. .\ntl.

besides ill. tii.it woiTt [irevent TliuiUier from handling his ten

thousand in rent per (piarter."

After havin.i: thrown lliis hope at the old maid, who wa.J

juhilant. lie took 'i'huiilier into the garden and said, \vithn;it

lieating altotit tlie bush:
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My ;f.«i(i fri.hil. fimi ..,,1,

iiio Iroiii \uiir M-t. r; i.ui .lori'i Irl Ii.t k

lllriltl,-. lu K,.| iiic ten ihcillsillfl

ir; Ir II' T lln;\ ilh 111. ilrd |',,r 1! Ic Inll
'

' <rn.>; ||:;it \,,||

'I'liiit'.- III! riLilit.

iMiw tliiv air I'lir

lallllr* "f J,'r|||||^r

Mill

I IIIV Pill.-

Jll»t who will ;:,| Ihf r,l-ll.

Iiuiliirr; -I <aii r.j,;i_\ hrr wlwn

II l\r I "' '" > '111- <\(riiM,i:. VA\ ^ I I'll, •III]. I

ii' \iiiir I

atii

", .iiiil ici-iihiiniM u.' >luill k
Ui .-liiiid.

W liat

iiiiw jii«i wlim'

• > mail vnii an (111(1 mill cr.
lie iiiini-tr\ nf III,. |i,.,,t .,t' Mar

i">t ir-l II lrn„, thrin." iv|,|i,m| 'I'lirud,,.,. .jirvudh

< li will «()(iii fall. We

!ic"<l'i-i' Mow hiiriir,! ,,ir I,, M,,,,. (
'1 a< lie ctiii'itd :

lt'\ illf. to wliuiii he

i I lavc ciiiniiirri

[11 rtv ui.rtli ;i II

"' -li^ill liavi scruiv.l tnr (Vlc-tt^
III

I .'iM'ri III I icr inarr

11 iiaiH-. a hie iiittrot 111 uliid
i.-iui-i i.iilra(

t ;,_v TIiiiiIIht; luit k

I will

I'
'iiy'" '"" >'""• 'I'li'ulilcr Will I,,, in .Irinan,! hv the |h.....s of

'I'lii-^ ail\antai:i'.
I

'Iri'.-^ viiiii-c|!' !!

lOWrXff. VMII nlll\- accnit. to I,

" I : slic (ail -vt 'riiiiillhT till' (

I'l l''l ii> call iifioii til.' Coiiit, --(^ (lu

I'M--. w
'i' r arm- I'll i|o a hitl

III!' Villi arc <,'i'Hiii^

talk III the rarriiit:i

' i-'Hiriiii;; with ('('.loti': von ami I

I IVyra'lf had mvii Crj.'-t,. ainl f
-room. Fla\ic had -1

ii Stic iiad

K'llion t(>;:i'tli('r in the
I'll ciiiilidiiici' in her (iaiii:ht(ir

it ^ood I'ortiiiH' of tl

ii'tt hiT with till' yoiin^r pi'olV.-or. After tlle

• f !

If ii'ornim: 'j'hi'.odo-c f.dt th
ji'^-'iniiin- lu- addrc.-cs to (

( IlCCCS-

''!' 'i'iiiL'- the lo\cr,-

rli'-ti'. The time for ctii-

'irau;ii;:-room door I

''"' '"'ii*'- ill' <liii not h.'^itatc to list

ad </'>\u- in lovr"s alpliah.'t : and 1

t'li at
'I'tiiiv cnliriiiLr. to lind i iit how fur

unit tlll> hnacli of d
'• which siiii^T-tt'd

"'ict.-. i-

ic was cncoiiraL'cil tu
I'connii liy ovcrhcaririLT sonic tone-; of

ii (|uaiivl. I.ovc. a-'conlim: to one of
I privili-c which two persons take of oansin<»

'^
"ther iniicli inihapf.iness over trill

'avillr once cho-en Fi'iu f,,,. ||,.r lif
I::'' le-S ,J; ire t study Felix than to unite lier>clf to hini I

e cum|iatiion. ( eleste

')'
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f
that toiiumuiion n{ licarts uliich Is ihc iK'jrinning of all true
love, jiiid wliuh in yoiitij; iuin(l> Ir.-iil.- to unconscious exami-
nation and .-cniiiny of ih,. Inlovcd. 'J'he .|uaiTcl which Tneo-
il.<M' ovci-licani li.id ii.~ uri-in m a serious (lisa.irrccnient which
liad (x.'.-trd lor sonic ih\^ between the inatlicniatician aud
CclcMc.

'riii- child, the moral fruit of the period during which
-Madame fclk^vdle was nun- to repent of lier sins, was firm

\!\ I"''
i""'.^- '"^I"' 'l"ii,ucd to tlie true coinn.unitv of the

laiililul. In her ri-id Catliolici.in, tempered hv the my?ti-
tiMH ,M, allurin- to many young souls, was mingled a vein or
!"'•">. •' III'' "ilhin a life. From this condition voung girls
c'vcniually hecaae ...xce-.-ively frivolous, or th, v become saint*
l.nt during tins (harming period of th.^ir vouth. thev are in-
''""•'1 I" " '"11, h of absolutism. Tliev have always before
tiieir m.'ntal eves a j.erfcct ideal.—everything must'he heav
only, ang.lic. .,r divine for tln'tii. Outside of ibis ideal there
IS notlo.ig.—all is dust and corruption. This feeling often
(:anse>y,,uiig girls to rcjeet a flawed diamond, wlio as women
worship paste.

Xow Ceic.-te had recognized, not the irreligion of Feli.x. but
Ins mdinVrence to m,-ilters of faith. Felix, like most geo-
metricians, clu.inists, mathematicians, and great naturalists
had subjcct.d religion to reas.,n ; he saw in it a problem as
insoluMc as the s^piaring of tlie circle. In jn'lln a debt, he
.still ].rofc>scd the religion of the majority of the French,
Mithout attacliiiig more importance to it than to the new laws
<-l July. 'I'lierc mii-t needs lie a Vuvl in heaven, the same as
there mu^t be a bu.t of the King in the mavor"s otiice. Felix
Phcllinn. worthy son of his father, liad never thro\™ the
slightest veil over his Conscience. He permitted Celeste to
read It with the candor an. I iiidiircivncc of a solver of prob-
l.^n- and the young girl mingled the religimis question with
lb" civil .lue.tion. .Slie pn.fessed a liorror for atheism, and
licr c.,n|e<M,r had f.ld her that a .leist wa.s cousin-german to
an ailiei>t.

'•Have ynii tiinu-ht. Felix. <:f ibe proiiiiso vou made me?"
asked Cclesie, when .Mme. Colleviile had left "them.
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'•\o, mv dear C't'lfstc," rcpVwd Felix.
"Oil! to i.rcak a proniisc." cried «lie, dolefully.
'it would have been profanation." said Felix. "I love
n ..o mueli, and with a ten(]ern<.ss whieh niak.- me so weak
r.nnst your requests, that T proniis...] something a-ain<t mv
i:Mi..nce. Conseienee. (V.lest(>. is our treasure, our strenirth
ir inainsfay. How eould vnu desire me to -„ to ehureli and
•I before a pnest in whom I can onlv see a man '> Vou
iil'i despise mo if I obeyed you."
"So, my dear Felix, y,,,, will not po to church?" said
-te, eastm-r a tearful look at the man she loved "If I
re vour wife, you would leave m.. to go alone, eh? You .lo

I love me as 1 love you-for until this moment I have had
1 :;y heart a foelni,<r for an atheist a-ainst tiio eommand of

i|.

•An atheist!-' crie.l Felix. "Oh! no. Listen. Celeste- I
'^ of a certainty that then- i^ a V.od: I believe that but
iv,. a much hi^di.T opinion of Him than vour j.rie^ts have-

"iv,. ro desire to brinir Him down to mv level. I trv to raise
- t to Him. I lu'arken to the voice He has planted within

.

.i voice which honest men call conscience, and I try to
"tray tliat divine ray as it reaches me. I will never in-

•
any person; I will not do au-ht to break the command-

•~^of universal morality, which formed those of Confu-
-. Moses, Pytha^roras, Socrates, as well as of Jesus Christ
'•rn.nn before (lod: my acts shall be mv pravers- I willr lie. my word is sacred; and I will do nothing vile or

i Ihese are the precepts of mv virtuous father these I
I' !" leave to my children. I vvill do all the good J can

l;

.t a sacrifice. What can vou ask more than this--"
l.ii< pi.)fession of faith caused Celeste to sadly shake her

'' I'l attentively." said she. '"The Imitation of Christ'
"> be converted to the holy chur.h. Catholic. Apo-tolic

' -"'ian, then you will learn how absurd vour words arc'
• '. l'--lix; Marriage, says the cnurch. is not the atfair of a
'lie satisfaction of desire: it is made for all eternity
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Wliat I slial! \\r li.' iinitiMl liy <Liy imd iiii^lit, sliall we bo on^

llcsli, one hpint, ami yd spi'ak twn Iaii,iruai,'('s, have two faiths

in our hearts, two rcliirioii- ; a cause of ]ier])etual (iisseiision ?

"\ ou would eoiiileiiiii me to Weep uiiseeti over the state of vniir

souL Couhl 1 aildn-s myself in peaei^ to (iod when He
always had ilis ri^rlit arm hared a.i,^aiiist y<ui ? ^'our deistic

Idood, your convictions, miixht ainmale my children. Oh,

my (Iod I how wretched for a wife. .\o ; such thouirlits are iii-

tolerahle. l-'(di\, he of my faith, fur I cannot accept V(air«.

I)<) liot phue a .irulf lietween u-. If you loved me, you would

already have i-ead the 'Imitation of Christ.'
"

'i'he IMiellions. children of the '('onstitutionnol," had no

lovo for prit'^ls. I"idi.\ had the inii)ruileiice to rejjiy to this

voice of sup]ilication from the depths of an ardent soid

:

'"Vou are repeatitifr, Celc-te, the lesson taught by your een-

fessor. and nothini,' can he more fatal to happiness, believe

me. than the interference of priots in one's hemseliold."

"Oh I" indijinantly cried Celeste, who had been inspired by

love alone, '•you do iiot luve me. The voice of my iieart does

not reach yours. 'S'ou Jiave not undcTstooil me, for voii have

not heard me ; and I forj^dve you, for you clo not know what vou

say."

She envelojH'd ]iers(df in lofty silence; l-Ydi.x went to the

window and thrummed upon the jianes; a music familiar

to tho.^e who have indul::ed in poignant reflections. The
TMudlion conscience argued thus:

"Celeste is a rich heiress, and, by yielding, contrarv to

the voice of natural ndigion, to her ideas, it woidd be done

for the ]nlrpo^e o." making an advantageous marriage: an in-

famous act. 1 ought not, as a father of a family, to allow a

priest to have any inllueiu-e in my home; if 1 submit to-day I

do a Weak act. winch will lead to many such, pernicious to

the authority of a fatlier ami husband. All this is beneath

the dignity of a philosopher."

Then be returned to his beloved.

"Celeste," he said, "on my knees I beg yon not to confound

things which the law in its wisdom has sejjarated. P>ach has
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Ir- mvn way of .nlvntio,, : ms in s.^irtv, it is not ol.f^viriL' God
!

;1hv Its bnvs. ('hn>( sii.l: -ifrndrr nnto (Vsar th.. tlun-r.
;'-'li ^"v (;rsars. Ca.sar is the budy politic. Forget tliis
:

' ' <|iiarrcl, dear."

•l-ii'k" .inanvi:- ,-vuM ,l,e yoi,,,- emlmsiasi. "I wi^li
-' .^"•' t" liavr my wii,,!,. )„.art a. 1 w,mM liave all vours •

'•= vou u-niil,l ,livi,!,. It iiitu tw,, parts. 1> not that avvfu' "^

1' ii Inrirct tiiat marria-c i.- a >a(Ta,iiriit.""

•Vniir priests hav.. uirncd your brain," tri.'J the niathe-
ii;;iMrian, inipaticiitlv.

M-M>ienr Phellion,- said Celest.. hastilv interrupting
'

.
"that s ciioii.udi (if this sui^ject."

I: ""s at this [,o,nt of th'e eonlrovcrsv that Tlieodo.so
'!' m,d It .|ud.ei(,us to make hi> entry. 11,. found (-ele..te pale
^

i ihe youn- professor uneasy as a lovr should be wIk, has
,;
-' \c.\ed his mistress.

I heard the word 'enou-h,' ha.- therr bren too mudr^"
-"'1 lie, lookinj< hy turns at Celest.- and I-'elix
U,. were taikin- rrli-ion," replird l-Yliv. -I u.is tellinij

: "' niu.selle how evil the influene.. of Heries must be in a

hat was not the point at all,

I'lit that I wanted to know if 1

monsieur," said Cele.ste,

lie of one heart wl
usband and wife

nolle,

i''n "lie was an atheist am] the ot! ler

it Jiossibli' that tiler

'"inir si<:fn.- .f d

e are atheists?'' e.xelainied Thoodose

marry a Trot

found for

•vp aiiia/.,.ment. "Could a Catholic
l!ut it is impos.-ilde that .sifetv

olani

liii'iit in their reliiri

I marrird couple unless ij lero js !)er

"iitat, of a family which (diint

"US opinions. I am, of a truth, f

feet

rom

'-; for our arms are
[",r-..|-

7'//'.s with a k
. a monk holdin^ur ^ (bun h and
lie motto belli::: './'<, urn

I am, I mav sav, fien

pope amon^f its an-

•y ariirnf, our snp-
a jtilgri/n beariii<r a
rtnr'

( 1 uiicn and I

dav. thanks t<

n the least st

) our system nf uum]i

I jr f,

\y doijrnatic on the subject.

rn education, it is

ramro tliat rdi-ion shuuld bcalbd ii ques-



I i 154 THE MIDDLE CLASSES

I* -,•

I ;

I?-!

tion. lUit. iis I tell myself, I would iicvit luiirrv a Protestant
I'Vi'u if Aw po.-sr-K'd millions; even if 1 had Id.-i my reason
for \(i\>' (if lur. I'aiih is beyond discussion, i'na fides, unus
Ihniiuins—(iiic faith, one I>or(l—that is m\ jiol' 'cal motto."
"Vuu hear I" cried Celeste, triumphantly looi ing at Felix.

"I am iKii 1(H) devout," la Peyrade continued. '"1 go to

ma,-s every moriiimr at six oVlock, that 1 may .>t be ob-

served : I fast on Fridays ; 1 am. in short, a ^on of the chun'li

;

1 would not conimeiKc any imiiortant undertaking with-

out jiraycr. after the ancient cu>t()m of our ancestors; but I do
not oljtrude my religion on penide. In the Itevolution of Hs'i

an incident occurred that bound us more firmly than ever

to our holy mother, t!ie church. A poor young lady of the

elder branch of la I'eyrades, who owned the little estate of la

Peyrade (for ue are the I'eyrades of ('an(iuoelle. but both

I^rancln's mnlually inherit),—well, this young lady married,
six years before the liev(dution, a barrister, who after the

fashion of the times was a A'oltairean, that is, an unbeliever,
or, if you like, a dei^t. He took up all the revolutionary
ideas, ])ractising the pleasing rites of whiih you have heani.

in the worship of the goddc-s of Reason. lie ciuno to our

part of the country imbued with the fanaticism of the Con-
vention. His wife was very handsome; he compelled her to

play the r(jle of Liberty ; the poor unfortunate went mad—she

died insane. Ah. well, as things .H'cm to be going, we may yet

see another 1T!»;?."'

This rornam>e, forged on the sjiot, made such an impression
on the young, frc-h imaginai ion of ('('deste that she rose,

courlesied low to the two young men. and n tired to her cham-
ber.

"Ah, monsieur, wliy did you tell her that?" exclainwd
Fddix, stricken to the heart by the cold look of affected in-

difference cast upon him by Celeste. ".She already believes

herself transformed into the (ioddc.-s of Ht'ason."

"What was it all about:-" asked TlKJodose.

'"Concerning my indiiference on religi(jus matters."
"The great curse of the age," replied Theodose with a

grave air.
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'I am ready." wiid Muw. Collcvillc. appearinjr i„ a tasUful
t" I't. ''Hut wliat ails my poor daii^'Iitcr? She is crviit"'"

••Crvin^', madamc:-' crird Felix. "Tell 1„t. madain..."tliat
I uiii at once bf;:,riM to study the 'Imitation of Christ.'

"

And Felix went duu „ .-fairs with Tlieodo-o and Flavie.
V - limi the advocate j.ressed, intimating that he would ex-
i' nil in the earria-e the cxcitrment of tlie vonni: scholar.
An hour later Mnie. Collcville. (Vdcste. ('ollcvillc, and The-

.
i->c were enterin-r tlw Thuilliers- home to din.- with them.

I "do.se and Flavie took Thuillier into the j^arden. wliere
I iiMidosc paid :

•My good friend, you will have the Cross within a week.
I Mrn. this dear friend will tell you all about cur visit to the

< 'iiilesse du liruel."

Tlieo<!o.<e left them, having caught siglit of Desroche.s ap-
!>n.,,ehmg. escorted hy Brigitte; a chilling, dread presenti-
i: lit hade him go to meet the attorney.
Mv dear niaitre." whispered Desmches to Theodoso, "I

^1!:; here to .see if you can at once furnish twentv-five thou-
^;ii:d franc?, with two tiiousan,! six hundred and eighty francs,
' \iv centiine.>^, in addition for costs."

"Are you Cerizefs attorney?"'

Me has placed all the acceptances into Louchard's hands;
y-i know what you must expect after arrest. Is Cerizet
^roiig in believing that you have twentv-five thousand francs
Hi }our de.sk? You offered them to him; he finds it only
iiiiiiiral that yon should not retain them."
I am greatly obliged for the course you have taken, my

'I' r maitre," said Theodo.<e; "I expected" this attack."
••i'.etweon ourselves," repli.^d Desroches, "y,,u plaved a fine

!r;' k on him. The rascal will stop at nothing "to be re-
- j'-ed upon you. for l:e will lose all if you are willing to cast
:' .our robe, throw it to the sharks, and go to prison."

•
1 r" exclaimeil Theodose. 'i shall jmy him. But

f\'ii then he will still retain five acceptances of'tnine. each of
which is for five thousand francs; what does he mean to do
«:;h them?"
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'•Oil! iiftor tilt.' jiirnir of this iiioriiin.:. it is inipo?.sibl.' to
f,nicss; but my vlwnt is u ciariy, nmii^'v do-, ainl lia?, \vitii„ut
a doubt, his Jitile srlieincs."

"Sfo, I10U-, Dcsrofhcs."" said Tli.'odos.-, takin<r the hard,
lean lawyer ]>y the waist ; "have you not gut the notes?"

"Will you |>ay tlR'm?"

"Yes : in three hours."

"Good; then b" at my {daeo at nine o'clock; Til roceivo
the cash and give ynii the acceiHanco ; but, mind, at half-past
nine tluy pass to J.uucliard."

"All right, this owning at nine o'clock,"' said Theodose.
"At nine,' s-iid l>cM-o( h,.s. enibraeing in a conij)rehensivo

glance ihe uliule enmpany as-emM-d in the garden.
CeleMe with ri'ildrnrd (yes was talking with her godmother,

r.dh-vill.'. r.rigiile, Fh'ivie, and Thuillier on the steps of tli.'

bn.ad slairway uhidi hd fi'nni the ganlen to the hall. Iki-
roeiies said to 'J'ii,',.dn.e who ji.id ei.ndueled him there:
"\ou can certaiidy redeem voiir iinies."

At a ghince J)esroelies had taken in the grand schemes ')f

the ad'ocaie.

At daybreak the fullowing morning, 'I'lieodose went to the
moiKy-'ender to see what etfect his prompt jiayment had
had upon his enemy, and to make one more eii'ort to rid
himself of his horse-tlv.

He found (erizet in colloipiy with a woman; he was im-
peratively rerpieded to ke( p at a distance and not to interrupt
the interview. 'J'heodose had a j»resenliment, though a vague
one, that the result of this conference would in some wise
alfect Cerizet's arrangements as to himself, for he saw on his
face' the cliange ihat comes of hope.

"But, n" dear .Mamma Cardinal "

"Yes, my v.wrtliy sir
"

"What do yoii want !'"

"It nUI-^t "he decided •'

Th.'se lieginning-^ and ends of sentences wore the only
gleams .,f light wlii, h the animat(^d hut whispered conversa-
tion cast on the nintiunless witness, whose attention was ti.xed

on Madame Cardinal.
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\\u\'\ rardiiial \vii> on.' ..f CM-i/ft's first fu-foin.rs : she was
.•I li.-li-liawkcf. I'arisiaiis iiia.v know this |Mriiliar (•la>s (,f

ir. aluns to tlicir ttin.r hut stiaii^'crs do not sn.-|ir(t tlicir
I'l-tfncc: and Moihrr CardiM.il, Icdinicallv >!)rakin;,', was
M rtli.v of tlic intcrot >hf excited in the advocate. So niany
cf tliis ehiss of women arc met on the >trcet.- tliat tlie [)asscr-hy
[M\- no more attention to tlit m than he il,v< to the tliree thou-
-i-'i i>ietiires in an exhihition; hut in tlioe surroundi'i|,'s, the
< inhnal had all the merit of an isolated ma.-terpieet^—she
".!« a perfect t.vjio of her species.

>lie was mounted on muddy >y;/.o/,s'— peasants' wnod,>n shoos
I'Ut her feet, hesides heini,' well inclosed in j:aiters, were

f ;;her protected hy jrood. thick woolen stockin!,'s. Her
ir 'it dross, onriehed with tlounees of mud, horo the imprint
'.' il:<' strap which sui.poii,,] the huckster's hasket, cutting
.1M.-S the ba<k to helow the waist. Her principal garment
V

- a shawl of rahhit->kin cashmere, so-called. th<' two ends
cf which woro knotted behind ahovo hor bustle—for only this
f -hiunahle word will properly de>crihe t'.o <alihaLr<'-liko oiroct
ir duced by tho pressure- of the basket upon her form. A
'•ir^^i- neckerchief .srved as a fi^hu. which r-vealed a red
t!ir,.at covered with wrinkles, like the surface of tho i<o on
t'M \'illette pond after skating. Her eoilfure was a vellow
K:i':(lanna twisted into the sha|).- of a picture-ipie turban.
Short and stout, a skin rich in color. Mother Cardinal took

h'v morning dram of brandy. She had once been handsome.
!* Market had reproached her, in its vigorous figure of
>;''ch. of having earned more than one day's wages at night.
Ht voice, to !)(. brought down to the pitcji of ordinarv con-
yr-;iiion. had to be stifled by her as is done in a sick-room;
I::' tlien it came out thick and nnilllcd from a tliroat so used
'• -iinnting the name of each fi-h in its season in a tone to
i-'.'h the deepest recess of the highest garrets. Her nose,
'' -' Ifoxelane. her well-shaped nioutli. her blue eyes, all that
'

^
i at one time made up her beauty, was now buried in folds

< 'ig.irous fat which plainly told of an open-air life and oc-
' :'.HH.n. ^rhe stomach and bust were of an amplitude

thv of Kiib is' pencil.
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"And do you wish to sec iiie lyin^' on stniw?" said she to
CVrizct. "Wliar do i citv fur th.- 'I'oiipilliors? Ain't I n
Toupiliicr MiVM'lf;- Wiiciv ,|,, y.ui \vi>li lo iiii[iaif tiic 'I'.m'-

Jiillicrs!'"

'I'lns sivai:.' oiitl.ur.-t \va.s ^-ihncfd hv CvThvt with a pro-
lonp'd "liu>li:"' always ol.cNcd by every" conspirator.

"Well, I'o and Mr wliat you can do al.ont it and then
roriic l)a(k 1.. nie." said (Vrixet, pushing' her toward the do^r
and wliisperini: in lier tar.

•'Well, my dear rrieiul," >aid Tlieoduse to Cerizct, "so
you have ^'ot your nioriev ?'"

"^es," answered (erizet; "we have measured our claw?,
they are eqmilly sliarf). \nn<:. and strorii,'. Wiiat follows?"

'

"Am I to tell l)iiloc(| that yesterday you received twenty-five
thousand francs?"

"Oh! my dear friend, not one word, if you love mc," ex-
claimed ( 'erizet.

"Listen," said 'I'heodose. "i must know once for all what
it IS you want. I have lirinly made up my miml not to stav
for another twenty-four hours «n the gridiron to which you
have liound me. Vou may clieat l)utoc() all von like, I don't
care ahcmt that, lait 1 intend to know where I stand. Jt is a

fortune tliat I have paid yon. twenty-five thousand francs, for
you must have made ten thousand hy your tratlie; it ought to
give you a .'-tart as an honest man. "(erizet, if you let uw
alone, if you do jiot jirevent me heeoming the husband of
]\Iademoiselle ( olleville. I may become a sort of roval advo-
cate in Paris. You cannot do better than to secure a friend
in such a sphere"

"Here are my conditions, take them or leave them, they
are^not subject to discussion. You will get for me the' lease
of Thuillier's hou.s' for eighteen years, then I will hand you
out one of the fi\e acceptances cancelled. You won't after-
ward find me in your way; as to Dutocq. you'll have to .^etfle

with him for the remaining four. You beat me; Dutocq :s

not smart enough to ijuck against you."
"Agreed, if you will give forty-eight thousand francs a
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v-ir for the ronf of the hnu^., tlu- last .var in advanc-o, andI'l-'m thf tenaru'V in OctolnT."
'

•V.S. h„t
[ shall ..niv puv forty-fhn.o thousand francs in-U. vour ac,.o,.tano,. w,ll mak. the hala,,.,.. th. forty-cieht

i t'av,. had a ,.u>d look at the house. I've examined it ;i '9
Jii.-t the thin^' 1 want."

".us
•<•'». last eondition,-' said Theodose ; ••vo„-ll I.nd mo a

fail'] apainst Dijtocq?'
•No,- replied CVrizet

; "you have done him brown•-...h now. without havin,. n.e to help you baste h.m: you-n, roast h,m dry. Rut ho reasonable. The poor n.an knows
.'. u-lneh way ,0 turn to pay the last fifteen thousand francs
'In.' '.„ his position

; y..u should rememlM-r that you ean get all
:'"ur acceptances back for fifteen thousand fran"cs."

Well, ^nve me two weeks to get tiie le><-
"

•N'.'t one day p.ist Monday ne.vt. On Tuesday your ac-
-!".;"<- for hye thousand francs will h. in Lou.hard's

I;;::';*^;.""!;;^"'""
^"' "'^ "" ^'^"'^"^ "'• ^"^ '^''^^^Hi" to grant

^

••Very well, let it be Tuesday!" said Theodose. "Are we

-W'. shall he Tuesday," replied ("erizet.
• \.ry well.-Tuesday. You will pay for the dinner?"

>.i''l I neodose, laughing.
• At the Rochrr de Vaurah. if 1 have the lease. Dutoco

i.rnr since I have had a lauirh
" ^

nH^..dose and Cenzet sli^ok hands, saving harmoniously,
I il we meet again. ' '

'

« 'n.et had good rea.^on for being so readily pacified. la
;; '

frst place, as Desroches had said, "Bile is out of place in--:m..s matters; and the money-lender ha.I perceiVcd the
' .

ii of the proyc-rb too clearly, not to c'colly take advantage
'

f tns position and to "bleed" the cunning Provencal

_

ou have your revenge to gratify." said Desroches to him
,
-'1 you have the fellow iu a tight place. Make the most of
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For ten yciir- Ciri/rt Ii.id -ccn ;i mmili(T of pcoyjlo trcttirie

rich liy ilic Ipii-iih-- nf -iilp-!rti mi.' |iro|M'rtv. The pnnciiMl
tenant is. in r.ii-i>. in the <a\iu-v of hou-rs uhnt fjrincr? arc to

countrv Limlow iifo. All r.in- li;i.- <<'>'u how ;i t^inions tailor

Jtiiilt at liis ouii (piM a >iihi|)tnoii> Hiructnrc on llie site of tii'-

((•Irhralrd l-'r.i^iati, payiiiL'- as princijia! tenant lit'tv thoii-

i^and frams as rent for the hinhlini:, which in niiietci'ii vears
was to hc(on:e the |iro|i(rt.v of the landowner. Notwith-
itandin,:: the ei)>t of con.-iruction. ahout seven linndn'(| thou-
sand fratics, tho-e nineteen years" ]>ro(lts in the end provcil

cnorinoiis.

Cerizet, on tlie lookout foj- hti-iness, had cahidated the

cliances for prolit in rentiiii,' the house which Thnillier had
*'.«toh'n," a> lie >aid to Dcsrocln's, and he had recoi^nizcd the

]'o>sihility of Icltih;: it for more than MXty thousand fraiio
at the end of six years. Ft contained four stores, two on each
front, for it stood on the corner of the street.

Cerixcl hopeil to make twelve thousand francs at least a

year, for twclse ycar>. without counting,' incidental <rain-.

snch as preiniuins irivcii at each renewal of the lea>e hv traders

who occupied the stores, and to whom he would ^'ive at tir<f

but a six years' lease.

He therefore arran^'ed to .«el] liis nioney-lcndinj,' husiness

to the Widow Poiret and ('adeiiet for ten thou>and francs: hv

had amassed thirty thousand, and the two would enahle him
to pjiy the year"s rent in advance, usually demanded ef

chief tenants hy Paris house-owners as a .truarantce. Ccri/ir

had passed a happy niirht. His sleep wa- lill-d with lieautifiil

<lreains, in which he .saw him-elf ou the wav to do an lioue-r

business, to heeome a worthy citizen, like 'i'huillier. Minar'l.

and many otiiers. He ;:ave up die iden of acipiirini: i!ie

bouse tlien hnildinir on the Rue (ieotT^o\-^^arie. ]*>ut, li. li''

had a wakini: <d' which he had not dreamt. He found I'e'--

tune standinix liefore him. pourine' out riches from a irili'd

liorn, in the jierson of .Mailanie Cardinal.

He had always been <s,ihh\ friends with this woman, and he

had [iromised for a whole year to let her have the mouev neccs-
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.:iry t..l,nv .„ ... ;.n.| ;, .,,.,,11 ,..r(, s- tl.at si,. ,.o„M ,.;,rrv
•' Iht I>„.,,„.>. .„, . l:„-;:,.r..al... ,:,„| ... fr„„, l-,r,s „. ,h.

>:;M||-|)S

N'.u Mm., (.r-l,,,.!, v^,.|.,u of,-, |M.,.n.r ,„ tl„. Mark.t, ha.i
^1' ynlv (la„-l,t,.,- wl,.,... l,.,.,,;. (Vn,.., h,,| „f„,, |,.,„.,| ,„,|
" ''^ '"''', ""'""•'^ '•'"""-• "l.^o'l- <'ar.li„al «;,. Mit-rwu^hnyu In:::. ( V.nx.t 1".m„ In ••Lank" ,„ ,1,.. n„ar-
'"••""' »"li ^1 v,ru In ,„fa,„„„> Iil„.rl, ,„.„,. lu. |,a,i na„|
";'"'' ••"""tHU, to tl„. ,„nth..r, uhu,„ Ur ha.l ,.,M„...| fn„M
;'''';" i;"V.Ttv l,o,,in,Mn „,ak,. ()|v„,,„. Ins ,„istr..s; l.„t ,„-- '" 'l'"idil-,- |,.f, 1,,,. „„„|„., „„i ,,„, ,„„]„„,„. „||^.
'"'''••'<•«•„ lif..." ,., n>.. il,.. t,w,„ ,n^,.„ hv ti,.. I'an.iai,

!"'""'"'<
I"

llx' •l.>tn„-.i,.„ of ,|,„ „„.., ,,„;,„,„, ,(.,^ f
ii.lMirr and Vnlltll.

f.
.

I

"'l'i„- for a -i,-I in Paris is I,k.. lookin- fo,- , I iiiiiimw
'

'-N-M,...; ,t.s a,.. ha,,,.,., f „,.,„„,. ,„„„,. TI,.. ..l,a„n.
•--, o,|,..r (an, ,, I, „,,.,,, ^,.,,,,^

'l'l''M.,b,n., Ih.atn.. uh..,v sh,. ,-....n,n,,/...,| in tl,.. I,..,!-
.: .' I.Hv l„.r o.-n .lai,,rl,l..r. an.l vl,o fur thr...- v..ars l.a.l l,....n

";"'""';'""""-';''^"'"l"'lH'ii'-st .•..M„.,lian. TI,.. n,o,|„.r at
1'-^ «-^.s (latt,.r,..I to >,.,. h,.r .ia„jjl,t,.r in a IonvIv jranx.. 1,..-
>^-n^l.. attir... ,,.r hair .ln.>M.,| l,k.. that of a .i„;-l„.,.. u..ar-
^•-' .lockr, sto..kin.i:s. .atin sl,o..s. a„.l a,.,.la,„l...| u h..M sl.o
^'-•-;<nd: l.„t shf. ..,„i,.,| l,v..ho„tin-fr..„, h..rs,.af

Vuii sliali hear (n 'in lilt' a^'ain. ,ii,ir,|,.r,.ss of yoiir i,iofli,.r!
" '<';7 "•l'..tl„.r n,i>r,.ah|.. ,,!av-a, tors hav.- a„v ri-rht

"i,>. an,] (Irhjiiirh ;,rj,-|s of M\t....„
'•

" '^

>iH.uai,,.,laf,h..s,a^,.,io.,r,o,,,,,,,.,.(.tl,,.r.ia,,^ht..,,wl,,,
^n>,.|y .lropp..rl ,|,,u„ I'ro,,, ,1,,. sta;... a„,l ;,.„,;, „„t ,,i„

; '"I""'-.' u,st..a. iof ^r„in.„„t l,y th- sta... .....ran,... ;o the
-'/•»l'<-r..tl,.. \\,,l,,u«'a,-,i,,,alan,I .Mo,l,..r Mal,on.l..a.>,

'^. int,n,at,.. w.-r,. n,ak,n,,r s,„h an ,nf..r„al .li;, ,hat tho
p^<'- of lK> ,,oI,(..e w..r.. .all...! for. B,.f..r.. th..s,. r..pn.son-
'^'-'•snt law a,ul or.l..r th.. two u-on,.., low,.n.,l th.. ,o„<.

'Hir V..,,.,... Ih, n,oth..r uas tol.j ,|,at at sixt,...n voars>
' ^i.^irht.T was ol.l vwMvjh t., iro on tl„. stair.-: an.l that in-

>•• "1 ..t shout.t,^^ at th... Ma^r.. .l.,..r afcer th... i„a.ia.r..r ,he
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roiilil hririK f'i"' I" f'T' a jii>ti( • of the p<'ncc or the police

court, at Ikt clioin'

Tlic iii'\t (lav Mtiii'. ('ariiinal intmilMl to (nii>iilt Ci'Tizft.

as lie was in the otllcc of a Jii-ikc of llic pratr; but licforv

arriving at liis .Icti on the KiH' <|i- roiilc- -li.' met a poitcr
wlii> li^i'l III the >-aim' lioiisc as an ohl umlc of hiTs, oiir

'I'oupillitr. ulio toM licr that llw oil man lia'l hardy two
•lays to li\,., Itciii;,' in the la>i fxtrcimly.

•Will, what can I do?" a-krd tlir Widow Cardinal.
"We fount on you, dear .Madanir ranliiia! : you won't for^^i't

the j;ood advici? wc ;:i\c you. Ilcrc'.- tlif thin;,': For the last

jnontli or so your poor uiicli' ulio lia.« hccn iinahii- to trit

around. tni>ti'd nic to coll.d his rmt for Ins lious.- on Hue
N'otri'-i»anic dc Naxanth. and tlir arnars of dividi'iids duf on

a 'I'ri'asury hond for ciu'htirn hundred franc- — '*

And now ihc eyes of the Widow Cardinal heiaine staring

instead of wanderin;^.

"Vt's, my dear," rontmued tlu' worthy I'errachc, a little

luinip-hacked porter; •"and as you are the only ono who cviT

thinks of him, wiiy we thoii;,'ht. as you .sometimes came to see

him, anil hroii;,'Iit him a hit of 'ish at times, why, he mi;:ht

leavu you soiiiethin;; in hi> will. My wife has heon takiiii:

cure of iiim hitely. She mentioned ynu to liim, hut he did

not wish you to know thar he was so sick. Voii sec, it is

time for you to sliow yourself. Ihimr! he has not attendnl
to his business for two niontlis."

"Vou ini;.;lit well flunk, you old li'ather-thumper," r('|)licd

Mother Cardinal to the porter, who had been a shoemaker,
'•that the hair would ;:row in the [lalm of my hand before I

could ima^'ine such a thin;;.'" 'I'licii she hurried otf at her

top-rate of speed to the wretched ;;arret in winch her uiick'

lived. "What:'" said she. "my riicle Toupillier ricli ! The
p)0(l be<i;xar of the church of Saiiit-Sulpice."

••-Ml I" the jjortcr responded, "but he fed well. Every niirlit

when he went to bed he took with him his best friend—a bottle

of Houssillou wine. .My wife has tasted it. but he told us it

was cheap stuff, si.\-sous wine. The wine-merciiaut m the

Jiue dvn Cauellea i'uriiislied liim with ii."
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'•|>"n-« vol, lot (lr.,|, n,H. wuni of all tin-. ,nv ^ „h1 f..ll,.u
-

;.i "'•• "i.lr.w. •Til nmomiur ym, ,f anything ,..„„... .'.f

lluH T..upilli,.r, ,„ „1,| .IrnM.-nn.jnr ,n tl,.- (;„,r.N l.a.l.'nv int.. th,. HTvic. uf th,. rlninl, tw.. wars l.-fMrr iT.vi l.y
;-"Miir.p|,cS«,ss (nrH.Mu,,) .,f Snint-Siilnj.v, Th.. Krv,,"-
'""•M .l.^privtMl hi,n nf that post, an.l he Ml i„tu ahj.rt
P'^-rl.v. M.- th..., |,,nk ,1,. th,. prnf,.sMu„ „f ,„,.,h.I. f„r ho'

I'ljiril a fiiio phy.-njUc.

Wh.'M Korslnp was a^a,,, all-Mv.,!. h. r, muu...1 his stalT; but
^ IM., ho was .l.s.Mis..,]. as tmi.h ..„ a......int of his irn.noral.

;«v ;,s or his po!,ti..,..| opnn..ns; h.. pasM-j as a Hon.ipartist.
v.rthoh.ss. as a sur, „f ,,o„.,on. h,. was aliouv.l to stand

• "" 'i'»or an.l .iistrihnt. ;ho holy wat.r. l.at.T ..n an un-
-rtunalo h..sin..ss. whi,.), will pn.s..„tly !„. r..|at...l, eausod

•;

"1 to h.so his holy spnnkl.T; l,„t, still (in,|i„.r „„,,.„ to
l.anK almnt th,. sanotuary. 1„. was tii.allv >uir,.r,.,l at the

:

..rof thoohunhasalic, h....ar. At this tiin,., h,Mnff
-. V, nty-two years o|,|. ho ma. hiriw-lf ,iin..|v-six. .'oitur into
''ii-iMfss as a contonarian.

In th,. who!,, of |';,n> it uas iinpossihio to fin.l a h.-ard and
'

' >n.h as loup.lli.rV 11.. walk..,] h.^nt n.'arlv doiihlo- in' fn.nihlmp hand h.' .•,-ri..d a ran.'—a han.l tliat looko.l as
'
"'XT,'.] with the li,h,.n that ^'rows .... firaiiit,.; in th,. othor

I 'Id ..ut tho classic hat, ^'r..asy. hroa-l-hrimnu-l. an,| hat-
' ;< 'I, int.. which thoro f..|| an al.iindanc.. of aln.s Hi. |,,,,s
^^^^thod in ra-s and handapos, dra-ircd alonjr a pair of
^r.t,^h,.d ..v.rshoo. of ooarso niattin- hi.lin- c\r.,.ll..nt corn-
'
"ahlt. i..n,.r soles of hors,. hair. Ho sm..ar..,| his faro with
•• in, inpr<.,lients. whi.I, jravo it an appearance of some latere Illness and fiirrow,.d it with wrinkles, and ho i.Iaved
-nility of c.ntenarisn, n,ost a.in.irahlv. He had h..comft

^_

"dr,., ,n l,s:i(,. altho„j:h in roalitv hut oi-htv years old'
\^.is chief of il„. h,.^r.ars, tho lonl of the pla,.,.": a.„l all

-r^ wh . ,.atne to hop „nd,.r the porches of th.. .hurch <afo
' m the p,.rs,.,.,.tions of the poll,.,, by th,- protection .,f the-•n an.l holy-wafer sprinkl,.r and the parish church, had

li 'I'll' lii»*i .1 I'lT^.J ,.C »!il *. '

pay hini a kind of tithins.



i(;4 TIIK MII>1)I.K CLASSES

When nil licir. ;i bridc^rrooiii, or a ^nidfiitluT said, as he
eadif out of cliiirch: 'vHciv. this is fm- all of ymi, don't
liothrr any <>( my party, "" 'roiipiilirr, naincd hy the sexton,
his siiceesM)!', to receive tlii-e aim.-, pocketed three-ipiarter-
Jiiid .irave nne-ipiarier only to lii> acolytes, and their tribute
was one .-nu per (hiy. Money and wine were Ins two remain-
ing' pa>>ions; hut he re.irujated tlie sec<)n(i nne, i,nving liimself
np enliivly in ilic lir,-t. not, however. nej,'leetin<,r his per-
sonal eonnfort. lie drank only in tli =

' e\cnin^', after dinner,
when tlie ehnreh was elo>ed ; he .-lept every ni,L;ht for twentv
years m the arms of drunkcime.-s—his last mistress. Hv
dayhreak lie was at his po.-t with all his appliances. From
inorninj: till noon—when he took liis dinner at the shop of

J'm; l.athuile, made famous hy Charlet,—he gnawed his

l)read( rur-ts, and he gnawed ihcm like an artist, with a resig-

nation which brought liim many alms. 'I"he bea<llo and
spriidsli'r, with whom he most. liktd_\ had an understanding,
wouhl >ay of liim :

"He is a poor man of the eluireh ; he u>ed to know tlie

Cure Languci. wh;) built Saint-Sulpice ; he was se.xton here
for twenty years; before and after the iievolution; he is now
a hundred years old."

This little biograpihy, known to ;ill the worshipers, was the

best of advert i.-^einents. and no b(gg;ir"s hat in all Paris was
better tilled. Jle bought his hou>e in IS'^'t;. and in ls;ii)

invested in the Funds. From the two sources lie must have
made something like six thousand fianes per annum, and
most likely he put some out in Cerizet's manner, t r the eo^t

of his house was forty thou-and francs, and he had forty-eiuiii

thousand in the Funds. His mcee. a> much deceived bv her

nncle as wvri' tlie porters, ihe minor (diurch functionaries, and
the ( haritahle wor-inpers, believed him lo he pom-er than lier-

s(df. and when ^he had any un.silable fish she would carry

:"-ome to the ])oor man.
She now thouglu herself ju-tilied in getting her rewanl •

for her liheralitv and [litv fcu- an umde wl)o (h>nhtless had :i

multitude id" unknown relatives, f.ir she was the third and
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..^t daxurhtvrof I,,,- f,,.,nly: sl„. ha,] f.u>r l.rotliors. and l,er'IHT. a han.l-rart rn.T, hant. l,a,l ^1,1 h„r i„ W flnl.lhnod
[ 'i"-;- au„t> an,l four un.K., all „f uluun had hivn m-

^

AlVr niakin- an ui.iu.ction of ih.. .i.-k man. Mother Car-
;'^";' »n,rrH..l off to ,.o„sult (Vtixh. t..ll,„,^ Inn. hnu- .h.'

'1 '""n,! i,.r ,h.u;:hlrr. and tl,.. iva.ons. >n:,„uons. and in-

;

-"nns whu-h h.d h.T u> ImAu'W that lur unrl. TnupiUuT-;i 1'^^' of .,,1,1 |,i,|,K,„ i„ i,„ j,^,i,,,j_ ,.^^ ^j_^, |._^^_^^ ^^j_^^ ^^^^^
'-' ij.n.,n.nt to h. ahl... .um.s.fully. to .,, .h. prop^rtv un-
- '1. Hi. hank.r of ,h,. p,,,,,-. lik,. oth..^ >, av,.nj:,Ts: had
- i:>;t found d,an>on,N in ll... sinno h. had h.vn raking out
-'• ->'• y,.ars. always looking to pic-k up such a cd.ancr. Thi.
-n. u-as th.. „.,.,.,, „f h,. g..„,l,. ,|,.alu,g w,th th,. man whon;

'• I'.Hl sworn to ru,n. ()„, c-an iinagn,. his anxi^tv while
'":.;""^' ''" '•',1'"'" "^ <1>" Widow Cardinal, to wh,un tlii.
'
-t<y jveavvr of shadv scda^n,. ha,] giv,., th,. nu.ans of vr-

't.wng li..r_snspi,.i„t,s i„ .vgard to th,' exist, .n,v of the treas-
;

re. prom,<,ng ]„., ,.,„„,,i,,,, ,,„,,„^, ,,- ^,,,. ^^.^,_^,^j ^^,j^;^^.

;
"' t" reap tn> harv...,. 1|,. „-,s not th,. ,nan to slirink

"-n,
. erune shouh] necrsHtv ari... e>p,viallv wiu.n he eonld

I,

'" "}'''' f"/"" ^''»' '-i^l^ »l"le 1„. reaped the benefit.
"

,

^\""'''' Ky tho hou-,. in ,h,. Unv (ieoll-rov-Marie. and
^

I.
• Houid JHrome a Parisian honr-eois, a capitalist able

I
' 'irry on an extensive husin, 'ss,

Mv IVnjanun." >ai,l the liu.kster, rushin- into Cerizet's"" ^VIth a lae,. inflam..] as n,n,.h hv enpnlu'v a liaste "mv
" .

,

^'''^'^ "" '»,n-e than on. hnn/ln-,] thou'suul fran'es iii
,-

I: ^m.l Im .ure that th.. IVrraeh,.s. under pretence of' '^'iir l"i' luni. hav,. an , v,- on the li,)ard.""

•;l'ivid,.d among f,,rty heirs." said Cerizet. ''it v m't

'I

'^'^ nnjeh of a fortune for ,.aeh. I.isten h,.re. Mother Car-"•"• I n.arry your .laughter; giv,- her vour unele's g,>ld
'I i'-ivr to you th.. Fund^ and tlie li..use for life

"

"nail we run n.) risk?"
A'oM.. at all."

"""e!" sai.l Ma.Ianu. Wnl.,w Car.linal. elasping handd
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with her future son-in-law. "Six thousand francs a voar-^
oh! the jolly life!"

"And a son-in-hiw liki- me, besides," added the amiable
Cerizet.

"I will \>v a hourgcoise (female citizen) of I'aris."

"Now," resumed he, after they iiad embraced each other,
"I must look over the ground. Do not leave there; tell the
porter you e.xjiect a d<Mt..r. I sliail be the doctor; wlien I

come you mu>In"t know mo."
"You're no foul. \<n\ ojd rogue," said la Cardinal, giving

him a punch in the stomach by way of farewell.
An hour after. Ceri/ct. dressed in Idaek, disguised in a

rusty wig and an artistically made-up face, arrived in the
Rue ilonore-Chevalier, in a coach. He asked the shoemaker-

P' ter to conduct him the lodging of a poor man named
Toujiillier.

"Monsieur," said the porter, "is it the doctor that Ma-
dame Cardinal is waiting for?"

Cerizet had no doubt considered the seriousness of tlie

role he was ])laying, for he evaded a reply.

''Is this the way:-"" said he, directing his steps by chanc-
towards one side of the court.

''Xo, monsn'ur," said Terrache, conducting him to a back
stairway, which led to the garret occupied by the pauper.
The resource of (piestioning tlie coachman remained, mid

we will leave the porter to carry on his inquiries iu that
direction.

The iiouse in which Toupillier lived is one of those whi.li
have l)een compelled to lose one-half bv lu'ing eut through in

widening the street, for the Hue Ilonore-Chevalier is v,:m' -f

the narrowest in the Saint-Sulpice (piarter. The owner, for-

bidden iiy law to repair it. was compelled to rent out the
wretched building as it was. This building, excessively uglv
from the street, eomprisi^d one story above the ground door.
M-ith attics, and a small souare wing on each side. The court
ended in a garden phiiiteil wiih trees, which belonged to th,'

apartments ou the lirst Hour. This garden, separated from
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• •'•iirt liy ;i fcncf. umild Ii.-ivc ciiMltlcd a woaltl
i '111' Il"li.^,. to the citv 111. I tn rcl.iiii,! ,„i tl

M iIh' ciitiiv lirM .-ton |,;n| |„.,ii let. ,,„ a l.-ii>.

107

IV owner (()

K' cMirtvard.

.ir-. 1(1 a riiy>!t'r

ii'iai iii(|iiisiti\cn(

<Mi> |i('r.-nii.-i;:c, w! o>f n'.-crvL' neither

(en

the

HT tenants had hem ah!,, t.. [H-ne|fatt

P'Tt.T iiMi- the euriositv (d" th

Thi.- tenaid, i low -e\enty yiNir.- nld. luid
'.nruay leading' to a window <<(

enn.-trueted a

Ked (in tile ir;|;'(l,.|l

"lie of the wiiiir-; whieh
o Ilial hi' euidd d

!'ranena<ie without pa-v-iiiL-- through ih
of the Lrroiin(]-f!oor

e-ei'iid and take his

•iirt. 'i'he Kd't
\v.i.- oei'uni eil n\- a boi

!i yi'ars behire had traii-fMrnied tl

le <il !ier half wa.-io wor 'r'ooins : ti

I'' Ciiaell-llo

d I

)k.-tileher w
use and stahl OS

'titelier

'"'iil'!''l iiy a liookhinder.

M'-kiiiLT : the -1 n ,[.
'['

•md the hinder each had a .diare m tl le attics

rear oeh)ii<re(l to the apail

Finally. 'J'oujuljier iia.'d a hundred f

!'• allie,- aliMVe one of the winirs in
nient,- of the niy^teri(uis [i.tsoii-

rancs for tl
LMint jibovo the other small win.s: on the left, and whieh was

i< lied by a stairea>e dimly liLfhted.

le eoaeh-way to the rourtyard was made in a circular
Tl

f'lii, this shape boin<r
f,' imiL-pensalde m a street yo narrow that

'iirriai,'es could not })a^s.

ei-izet laid hands on the rope tl

Hid of ladder that

o'litenarian lay dyin.ir; in thi> chanii

[" that siTved as a hand-rail to
ii>cend(d to the room where the alle<:ed

'US speetaele of itivtcnded

!ii i'aris all that is d

P'riection. 'idle would-!."

pe.verly.

ler wa> hein<,' played the

one with an end in view is done t(

poor arr as clever in sucli lines as
eepers in dressinfj their show windows, or as the

storek

III wealthy are in oiitaiinii;: cn-dit.

11 swept : till
floor had never h hriek.- ind disappeared

i<;'- a litter of llltli. du^t. dri^'d miul. and (\,rv kind of
•''i.-h thrown down hv Toupillier.
i| a pipe hri.ked into a erumhlinir fiivi)!

poor last-iron stove.

'»:" :inn,ir ilmiLr in the lair, i

-tioje from wliie]

I a reees> was a In

aci- hv moths. Th
1 hn!!"."- a I'urtain id' ^n-cen .-erir

place. M'as the best

with a

:e. eaten
nt'arlv u.-eh ss wuulow had a dense
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I'oat of grea.«o on its iiaiics. wlii; h (lispciiscd with tli(> Ticces.sity

for a curtain. The \\ liiii'wa-licd walls were fuliginouslV
tinted with the .-inokc of wixid and peat Imrncd in the stovp.

On the mantel stood a lirok.n water ]Hteher, two bottle?, and
a eraokcd plate. .\ nii-i'iMl,],.. wnrm-cati-n Inireau held lii.'j

linen and diccnt elnilic,-; il„. ,,tli,.r furniture consisted of ;!

night-table of tlie coiiininiicst kind, another table worth about
forty sous, and two kitdicn diairs. with the straw seats aliout

gone. The very pieture-ipie cosliinie of the centenarian
beggar bung from a nail, and briuw it. on the tloor, the .-liajie-

less coarse heni]ieii gaiters wbieh served him as shoes, and,
with his {)rodigiou- ,-tat1' and bis bat. formed a sort of pan-
oply (if poverty.

rpon entering. (V|-izet glanced (|uiekly at the old man,
whose head, roling on a dingy ])ilb.w. without a slip, re-

sembled one of those >ingular pi'oliles wbicli engravers of the

last century amuxil themselves in drawing, with a setting' of

menacing rocks.—and wliicb was outlined in black on the

deep green of the curtain. Toupillicr. a man nearly si.v feet

tall, was fi.Ncdly regarding an iniaginary ohject at the foot of

his bed. He did not nrnve when be beard the lieavv door
creak on its lunges,-—a door iron-plated, and with a strong
lock which securely protected bis domicile.

"is he conscior-s:-"" said (.'erizet, before whom iline. Car-

dinal started back, for she di<l not recognize him until he

spoke.

"Very nearly." >aid .Mme. Cardinal.

"Come out on the >tairs. for we doiTt want him to hear us.

This is what we uiu.-t tl<." whispered lie to his future motlier-

in-law. ''He is weak, but he isn't so very sick-lookim,' ; we

shall have about a week before us. Til find a doctor that will

suit us. ril return later with six ])o]ipy-beads. In the state

be is, you see, a good strong tea of poppy vvill send him otf to

sleep. I'll senil you in a coI-l)ed. under the pretence of your

sleeping her(\ Then W(>"11 move him from one bed to the

other: thus when we've counted the money liidden in bis

mattress we can easily carry it off. But we ought to know
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what sort of tvnnnl< tli.Tc nrv in tlic harrack. Tho rlootor
« 1! tell us if 1,0 is iik.^iy to liv a few days, and above all
i! Ill' is in a condition to niakr a uill

""

My son!"

iWit we must learn about the oriiipants; for if Porraoho
L'^M - thf alarm—so many lod^^nTs. >o nianv spies."

•i!ah: 1 know all lliat a]iv;„l\." rcplird Mme. Cardinal.
i'ii I'ortail, the Jitilc old man who rents the first floor,
' -bar^re „f a ,„„,1 ^rjrl uh. i I heard called Lvdio this
""riiiii^r i,y an old Flemi>li woman namrd Kan. ''n,;. ,,1,1

HMM has only one -ervant, a valet, anoth.'r old man named
ibiino. who does everything hut cook."

•|;nt the binder and the .Mileber." replied (Vrizet. "<ro to
» rk very early in the morninpr. IJut we .viH >,.,.," iulded
'"^ '" ''"'tot f a man who has not fully drcid,,l upon his
I'l.in. -ni ^n In the mayor's otlice, ,iret o'lvmpeV re^n.-ter of
' lib. and have the baiuis i)uhlished. Next Saturdav wei'k,
'';.' weddin<,'."

How he ^r,„.s it. this old rascal!" said Mother Cardinal.
^ .'II,!,' this formidable son-in-law a push wiiii her shoulder.

i poll <roin<j down stairs Cerizet was >urprised to see little
'

'I I'ortail walkin<r in the .jarden with one of the most im-
!-'i.iiit per.<ona<(es of the ,u-overnment. Count .Martial d( a
l.'-'ie-Hu<ron. Il<. lin,<rered about the courtvard examininir
t' old house, built in the rei-rn of l.ouis XIW, the vellow
«;iM> of which, thou.irh of cut >ione. .M.emed bowed like old
'"i'pilher. He looked into the workshops and noticed tho

'
'^inber of workmen. The houM- was as sib '-f as a cloister.

> • n- hiiuH.lf observed. Cerizet went awav, thinking' of the
•>

:'
iilties attending the carryin,^ off of the hiddm treasure

:i:';"U.i:h it was li^rhtly covered.
'

ir I take it awav by nidit. th,' porters will ]„• on the ]..ok-
'

;
if i)V day twenty persons will witness the

conceal twentv-tive thousand fr;

Itic act. It IS not

incs 111 ifwld on oi
-oil.

le g

^"cictv has two f

ization in which mm-alitv, i

ornis of perfection: the first i-^ a sta-'e of
jeing e(]ually iiiiu.<ed, dooi



170 THK AIIDDLE CLASSES

lint [uTiiiit of frinif cwn in ilum^Oii ; id,, .(rsuit- liavo reached
tins iM.iiil. wliich uiis invvalciit in ili.. ..arly cluiroh; the
""'•'""' i- 111'' -"It'' '( iinuih.T- civiliziiiinii "ill which the
imitu.il Mi|H r\iHoM nf ii> ciiizcii^ ivndiT^ .Time an inipn?>i.
'"'"> '"" '"'! "lii'-li nioijcrri .-(.ciriy ha- idaccd in viow i^

""' '""'• "•""•'y- il''" i' fniiir .-hull nlhr Midi (litlieulii.-j
thill .i man mii-l 1.,' ivally without na-.m i,, a i,. nipt it. In
^''"'- '""" "''!" iiii-'l''<''i> "hi(!i il:.hn, (ln,> not ivach really
^'r.- iiiiiMiiii-hril. an. I the \..nli.t .,f >,,..i..tv i.- much more
"'","' '''•'" '!'" "! lhe,,Min-. If a uill i- ,i..slr.,vc.i without
;i Mii-l.' uinu--. a> in th.' .mm. ..f ih,. [K.-tinastrr .)f Xemours.
Ill'' 'nni.. I. tra-k, .1 l,y li,,. k....„ ^,IllI.M\ ..f vinii,. as a theft
'• '''""' ''>• '!"• I'"li'"- X" v.r.,n-.lMin- tak.- place un-
iioti.v.l. an.l sxhrWMV tlur.,' is a m..ral lap,-,., ihe scar is in-
('ra(liiai)l('.

Things ran n.. ui-.r.' I,.. .li.p.,-..,l „f ,l,a„ ni.m. c,^p..cially
in I'aris, wh.T.' ..hj.-.i- aiv niimlMT...!. huuK'.- guanlcd, .-trtvts
'jhM'r\c.i, an.l .-i|uaiv.- hM,k...| afl.!-.

'lo live at caM' .Tini.' miiM ha\.. a >aii<ti.)n like that gram. .1

by th.. J-J.mr.-:... ,„• |,k.. that -in.mi t.. Ceri^.t hv his cliems,
who lu'ur grnmh|...L an.l uh,, w,,iihl. iml.v.l. he troubled in'

inin.l if their tlaver ha.l n..i i„.eii Iniin,] ui his kitchen m
I uesiiays.

"Well, my (i.-u- sir." said tli.^ p.,rt.T"s wife, as Cerizot
went past th,. l,.,lg,.; ••h„w i. that friend „f (iod, the poor
man ?

••I am not the .Lntor." (Vn/et nia.le answer, who now
•''''•"'''lb '•'noiin.-e.j ih.. part; "1 am .Madam.. Cardinars
'""» "1' hii.-in.-: I ha\,. a.lvis.'d Ii.t t.. haw a cot-h(-.l
brought 111. .M, .-!„. may ]„. j,,.,-,. ,k-,y an.l night, though she
may hav.. lo en-auv a n^giilar iiiir.-i..""

•T e..nld giv,. h.r g I ^.Tvie...- said .Mine. I'errache : "f
nuTM' w.iiii.n whi.n they are cniifined."

'•Well. W..-11 ...... Slid Cerix.!. -ril arrange all that.
U n.) IS \.,ur lir^i-ihi.ir t.'naiit !-""

'•M.m-i..Mr dn l'..rl,iil. He hr.. l.nlge.l here thirtv vear.^.
He lives on his income, a v. ry re>pectahl.. ,,ld man.

"

You
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'

"' «" 'inndlioldiTs live
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"1 {lii'ir iiilcnM. ITo was ..i;,r in|-"--. l-..r n.on. ,1,.,, .lovon yo.rs h. l.as h,...„ trvng to

'•'"-,"'7^^'';.''l'-'^' »''yra.l,.. Slu. i. u,.ll can..! f„r. I „.ll'''" ''M"" *'"nu„s],|,v.i.aans. and nnlv th,> ...unini.Mlu.ro
"- a oonsulta„or,. Hut,,p ,o uuu- „„il,„,,0,as ..,^1 Iut

;

;>
'7"";-atH, lar pn.„v .lose. t,.„. Itdl v.u, ; for a

••Mml..rno,s.li,. l,v.li,. ,1.. h. I'.,vra.!r:" .xcl aimn! C^mot
>"ii an. ,|uite Mirr ilut i> ii,T nainr'"
M.-idanu. Katt. Iht nu,>.., u ho d.„., (h- ]i„le .oukn,-^ for

'"
'"r

"'''• ''-"'I'' "-' il.',n-and nm.-. tho.H. V
^'•n.ral tun.r, nntluT MonnVur Kruno. ,i„. val.t. „o; Ma-
'"';•• '^"^' '•'"''»••'• """'' Vo„ nn;:ht as uvll .n,.;,k ,.. ,ho-i!^ as to try to <r,.| any infonMaiion fnan ,!„.„,. W,. have'-" I-rterslH-r.. for tuvnty y.a,. and ha^.n", v,, foun.•'Inn^r out abon, Mon.M.ur du I'ona.l. U.^uU: ,ha

;

-vns tl... house, alon^sid,.. Von .-an s.. t!,. door, ,h,.
'

-i.ym,sc.e. lK...an^.,out.haruaya, Ins v,ll. and mviv,'.
;- '"">pany and w. know nothiii^: al.aU it. Onr landlord--"; no n.on. than w. do. WI,... any on. rin^s at t!,. side'""' Al'Uisiriir P.runo opms it."'

;''"" >"" 'i"I"-r sr.. th,. p.„tlo,nan wlu> >s talkinc^ to him
!! !!.• ,i:ard..n -o liy ihis wav!'"
'^"

' rcriaiidy not !"

-Ali:'" said (Vrizrt. as lu. .^^ot into tho roarh "t-'is is tho
;i-'"-'.fTh.odose-su,i,.l,.. l.u|.or,a,ln,av"lJ;;i,.t^

;,:';!; ;:;"';"^".rf '7" -"' ;i-h„ndn.d franco
". n-al. „,i.d,t son.l an anonvnio,,. l,,,,,- ,„ ,h.. little
/"•'"'-'•"'"^'"n, or,!,„,hu,,„,,|,„ M,.n.H.urr\

;:,.:;;:;;,';:^."*
those tu.ntv-,iv,. ,l,ou.nid rran,.- .ortl, oj

\;
'"""• lat.r a fon.,,l,.t. cot-lH-d had arriv.-i for Mm.-•i"aK 10 u-ho,„ th.. in.,uis,tiv. port.r-s u-,f,. ollVn d h.r''':''> to l)rin<r her soriit.thini: to ,.,-.t

./":',"'" ""1'^ !""" ""-•"'-"• a^kod Aln.,.. Cardinal of
i man

:

sh.. had no,,,..,,l that the. arrival of tlH. bed had-d luni from his sumnuleute.

-I

^1
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"I wiiiit snino wiiir,"' he rcjilicil.

"Il"u ,1<. VMU lind yniirst'lf now, Fathor Toupillier?" asked
Mine. I'trniclic, iniixiiij^'ly.

"I I'll VMii I want .-OHIO wine," ropeatod the old h-Unw
villi ,1 -(^iicrly lookcd-l'nr (;iu'r^'v.

'\\r iiiiK-i lii-i know if It is f,'oo(l for you, I'nkv Biiiiky,"

f^aid :-'.i<-. caii'ssiii^.dy. -Wait till the doctor j,MVfs hi? idea.
"

'•'"'"'•
I won't have one,"' cried Toii|ullier. "What

are yuii (luiii;: (i,.,.,.^ anyhow? 1 doiri want aiivbody."

"My LTiMid uiK le, J ju-t canio to know if voii could fanov a
hii of >onietliing tasty; I have a nice fresh lloiinder: oh! u
iii'iihi llcmnder served wiili a dash of leiiion-jiiico?"

'•Il s liiip. IS yi)iir li.-h." an>weivd 'i'oiipillior; '"it is rotton;
the |a<t you hrnULrht mc, six weeks a.iro. is still in the closet;
you can lake it away with voii."'

"(iracious me. how iin<;ratefiil sick jicoplo aro," said hi

Cardinal, speaking,' low to Madame I'.rraehe.

At the saiiio time, to show her solicitude, ^ho ro-arran^cd the
pillow under the head of the siek man. sayin>r. "Tlioro, uiiky,

isn't that hetrer?"

"Lot mo alone!" Imuled ToupilliiT in a rage. "I want
to he alone, (iive mo soiiio wine, and leave nio in peace."

"Don't -rot ve.\cd, little undo; we'll tind you some wine.''

"The win(> at six— K'ue dcs Canottos," crhnl the l)Cfr,i;ar.

"Y(>s." said Mother Cardinal: "hut lot mo count up inv

ooppiTS. I want to jret the host ho !ias in the collar. Yeii

see. an uncle is a kind of second father; we ought to (in

what's right hv him."

While speaking she sat down, her legs wide apart, on cup
of the two dilapidated chairs, then turned out on her a[)ron

all the contents of her pockets: a knife, her snuff-box. two
pnwii-tiekets. some crusts of hreail. and a handful of coppers.
fmni which sluM'xtracted a few silver-pieces.

This exhihition. intended to show a most g(>nerous and
hearty devotion, had no result. Toupillier did not s«'m to

have noticed it. Kxhaus* d hy the feverish energv with
which he had demanded his favorite remedy, he made an
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ff'Tt to rhan^re hj,, position, aii.l tuniiri.r his !.
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I'UIVt'i aft <'r liiivmi' iiL'iiin

-• iiM.ri' wii> liciird from hi,,, l

'"'ilin^' lIiMt his liintrs wore tijj

iiiuriiiun'd, "Wi,
I'k to his ( Ui)

II'. uitic iKtth

Hit -tcrtoroiis hrralhin^'. in-

•I niiist <ro thorc for h

I'ltr up.

' a oiid huriior. return

Hill".'" .Slid .Madame Cardinal

•rtiiiMit she had taken fr
1

1' .\ou df) not

I'l^' to h.'r pnck.'t t le nilseelhiiicDUd
)ni It.

aid t

'I'' hiiek>t(T lie~ital

Wl>h to IPMlhl.. _VMlir.<e|f, Mother ('

ea^'iT to olfer her .-er\i(c
le |i<irtres>, aluav.<

:ir-

''I I'Ta nionienl
; hilt thinkin;: tliat |.er-

d

11" rni;rlit ^.f .M,nie li^dit fm,,, a talk with it
|'<'(ially as I.,n- as 'I'niipill

le wine.-^

!'•'•• 'fie portress nii-'ht .sif.

ellcr,

reas-

nik yon. Madame |'

ler was lyin;,' over tlie t

y I'e h^ft alone with liim;

'•'•'••"lie."" said she. ••hill I must"" '"Mi""'nted with liis tradesp.M.pl

'•-'I

^-I'vir.,: heiiind the ni^ht-lahle a dirty bottle which
ii'!-'lit liohl ahoiit two lit

\v

j" nress

iHil it Uur i\v, Cam.ttes that he ..aid?"' si le asked the

Cnrner of H,,,. Cnisardr
111. a 1 )i>r, hand.^^ome i

li .id. " Then, droppin-,' 1

was liie re)>lv. "Mister Lo-
"•'", "ith fine whiskers and a hald

l,..< u
ler voice, •ills s

oussillon. 'I'l

i-\-'niis uine is the

t..|i|,

if'' siiflieient to let him k
T. the be^rj^r;,,. ,;f S;

I <ion"t need tejiinir tui,-,.

le wine-clhr .ind.i^tands. [t will he
iiow that ;.nn eon,,. fn,ni

imt-Suliii
Ills (us-

ee.

-aid

•U haf

"'"ir and madr. a CaKc Man. for >|

I Cardinal
; she ojuned

does he hiirn in i

for h

le >to\C. in

le returned and said:

I in .'

a.-e I need to licat anv-

/ >'i III (

-i> f.

replied the port re.~s.

,\n.

>r winter, now u

he has not madi. imich
e are in nii

Hot a .saieepan or
u-,-iimiiier.

pro-

i|:j

*
I iiid fuel; I 1

Mon Die II.' what 1

a pot :" coiitiniied Mother C
loiisekeeping:

1 „m..( .

11 lend V.

lope nobody will .M.e what 1 br

ar-

" some

Ir.

>n a rn<li-ba.<ke(." said tl

mir
1'.' ever-ollicious por-

Tlianks! Til hi IV a market -basket, answered the fish-
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iKiukcr. wlm was iiimc aiixiiMis as In what she conld rarrv
auav tliaii uliat she iiiii:lit liiiiit.'- "I ;:ur.-.s tlicrc's an Aii'-

V(r;,'iial Maiiru lure alidiil lnTr wlm sells uunij ami cliarcoal ?""

"At \\ii- MiriHT nf ilir h'u,. I'i'riiu -vuiril lasilv find the
placr ; a liiir rstaMi-liiniiit. wImtc ili.' Imu:'- arc jiainti'd nii an
awMi!!,:,' ilk.' M. tiiaiiy Kniilr-; \\\i\ \,„,k hkr fare- that want to

talk III Villi.
"

'| ran SIT tli.il t'rnni Ihtc." said .Madann' ('anli?ial.

Mini', ('aniiiial liad In -itati'd alMint !i'a\inLr llir {mrtrcss
alnnc with till' >iik man. Shr imw acti-d a [lart >>\' di'cp hv-
{M)ii-i<\ :

"Madanif I'li-rai li.'."" >.;id ^lu', '\\nii wont Irave liini, tin;

dear man. nil I niiirn 'r"

It ha- liiiii iiliv,|'\,.(l ihat in ihi^ atfair ('('Tizct had imt
dt'linililv iln iiliil nn the plan lu hr adii|iiiM|. The role nf

physician, that lie had llmu,i:hi first of a.^nmiiiLr. had oaiiscd

liini Mifiir t'l'ar, a;iil hr had intniilnnd him-clf id Madaino
I'l'iTachr a> the Ini.-iiio.- man of hi- ai comiilicr. When apiin
hy him-rll' III' riTiin,~ii|i n-il ih,. mailiT, and -aw that his plan
of (•'•mhinm.u'' ihi- I'lim-t inn- nf a phy-ician, a .-ic-k-niir.-c, and
a notarv wa- .-niTnnml. d i.y ,-,Tiiin- diiliridtics. A k';;Ml

"ill in l'a\nr of .Madanii' ( '.iidinal was nnt the work of a rim-

lui'iit. A luiii,' linii' ua.- n.'rdrd to familiaiizc the stuhhi.rn

and suspiciiin- mind of ihe panpcr with tiiis idea: and death
"a- a; the du.,r. :..id with a knoek ini;Ljht U}).-i't ttie wisest

calciilatiiins.

As to fe-eiiaitinj:- tlu' .-eeiie nf de Kej^Miard".- •LeLMtairo."" it

was nut fn he tilnniriit n( in the mid-t nf the felineniellt.S o( a

pnhee-.-y-tein and nf ^i civilizal imi t!ie main i.hjeet of wliifli

seems to he to deprive the drama and niinanee of the la>t

vital air left them in hreathe.

No donht, hv reiinuneini: th" nlea nf indueim,-- the dvinc inaa

to make a will, the ineome n{ the eiuliteen hundred fraiies iii-

ve-ted ill the l-'unds ai)i| the house m K'lie .Notre-Dame de

Nazareth would ^'o to tlie heir-at-law; and Mother Canliiial,

for whom he Imped to -renre ili,.-,' two pinperties. would
reeeive only her share. Biii to ahandnn that portion of the
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r ...un.l.r. IhvhuuT. tunrmur, Mvur,.,! hrv.m.l .HTa.lven-

- th will. |{...|u,.,n.r ,1.., ,,r.,,,|,,„ ,„ „. ,„ .,„,^ ,„

';'7/*'";" •'••''•'""•
"f«'-,,o,,pv-h..a.ls.aln.a.lvnH.n:

," ""• "'"".'""Ht I,..,-. lKn„„.,„ h..r.n„ ,1,.. I. ^^
|--

1'^

^l.c ha.l just ,.„r(.l,as..l. ,„ uln.l. ua> ,1,,- si.k man-.

;;S'.!" said th.. usurvr. -tl.is ,s |,uu vou «uanl v-.ur ,.o<, v"

-^ •howMl,k.on..l.r,.U,n.o„a,n.ln-o„l!.,,,,.^
•". '' t iM pra.v. an.l that h. h.. ^nm h,. .Iran-Wit The

.-.,;p,s,.t^^.„.silhnMsth.on.th^,,^..^^^^

V'nt<' r.^ht," sai.i (Vrix..t, pompously. -I, .s ha.l polioy--n, adi.t a suk p,^..,n
;
but th,s win.. ..an h.. unprosv.! hy

-;'' In. h.-re .hpped ,„ „>e poppv-h,.ad>. "It w,li .„ahl.'

:^,;;:v;r^^^''''''''"^H••nin. ot-sixhou,.; h

!""! us o.xaminiti^r th,. valu.. of tl„. h..nta.^..
"

;;l "ndorstandl-saul Mm... Cardn.al. unh a uink
'
ntd this evening, ih..n," said Cmz..t, uithon, proIon-Mng

ti.' roiiversation. ' '".-'"g

.;m >>. an.l .l,d not wish to bo .o.-n talk,,,. ,n ,i,,' str..et
> 'i Ills accomplice.

;^
!>Hi Mnu^ (;ardinal roaclud hrr uu.W. .arn>t, sho f„„nd
.^till sk...p,ng and ivliev.d Mine. l',.rra.h... hi.iduHr

; ^;;'"" ='7''^/""'-. as sh.. r......iv..d a quantity of wo.,d

;^

;i, sa«-,.d Into an earth..,, pot of the ri,'!,f"size to (it

^
;

- "I the ^ov..s of the poor in uh,e!, th..v put th.-ir
-k.t.l... sh.. tnn.u- th.« pof.pv-heads. and ponn.Il nv.-r it«' -it tu-o-th„-,Is of the wine she had br.,uiht ; then «he
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ligliliil tile fire iirnli r tin. put ,>.,, a- to j,'rt the diMoction ns scx.r

as [i(i.-sil)lc.

Till' (fill kill);,' (if the \\n,n] ai),| ill,, waniilli >|(ivai|ini,' nh,\\\

the •(),. Ill liiuii^'hf 'I'mipillK r .mi .,)' |ii> .-tiipur. Siiin^r (hi

stove li;/lltr(l —
"A lil-f licrt'l" CriKJ lie; ••(In \,,\l vVilMl lu liliril tile lldllSf

(h<\\ II

!'""

•Wliv. Iiiky-Nuiiky."' nplicd l;i CiiidiiiJil. "tliis is w.»,(i

th.it I b(>iij,'lit iiiVM'if, to warm Viiiir uinc, Th,. doctor doc.-iii

wi.>-li you 1(1 drink it cold."

"Where i,- that win..-'" a.-kcil 'roii|iilli<T, who was calincil

soiiiewliat liy the lliouLdit that the lire \mis not buniuig at h-
cXfH'iise.

"It iiiiist hoil f;r>t," said his iiiirx'; "the doctor iiisi:.t.il

on tiiat. Still, if you'l] keep (piici HI ;rivc y.ii a little. jii>i

to wet voiir whistle; I'll take that upon iiiy,«elf. hut dnii't

nay aii\ tliint,' ahout it."

"I won't have a doctor eoiiie here; they are scouiidnh
wlio pill men out <>{ the world." cried Toiipillicr, reanimated
by the tliouj.dit of his drink.

"Well, thp wine!" he added in the tone of a inaii whose pii-

tienee was e\liaust(d.

Convinet'd that if this compliance with his desin> did no
harm, it eould do no (rood. .Madame Cardina! t'M,.d n jrl i>!i

half full, and while with one hand she preseiiid it to tlic

sick man. with the other she raised him up so tiiat he coiiM
drink.

When she passed it to him he trra>pcd it with his bony,
oajrer lin(,'crs. /jrulped it down at a breath, and--
"What a little drop, and watered he-ide-." he said.

".\h. now! don't .say that. rnky-.\unky: I fetched it niv-

?elf from old F.etrrehfs. and pive it to you pure. I'.iit when
the rest has simmered a liit you can have it all. the dodur
says."

Toupillicr resii,nied himself, .-hniiririnj: hi: shoulders.
At the end of fifteen minutes jhe brou^rht him a cup fiUod

to the brim with the mi.xture. The avidity witli wliich he
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>': Mk If dill iiMt |,. rriii! Iiini (,, „.,|irr the tjislr uf ll,,. wino

I

^ ..< i.r >w:.ilo«r,|
1 1,.. l:„, ,lr.,,,s tl,r hitLT. ruius.'nt iti^' last.'

' 'n-v...! t-.lf: !„. f],,,,;: ,|„. ,.„,, ,., ,(„. i,,.,, „„,, ,,,j,,,, ,„„
! -In- liail |iMi„,(ir,| liidi,

<<' "iif iIhiv ,- yuiir p..is.)n," (•.|.'..-.l Ihr Im.k-t.T.
n!.^' III,. f..u ,|rn,,- that nmiined miu her nun imnitli
•n„-tl,;,t if thrum., .ll. I n.>t tiistc as usual il was krauM-
Ml. .nth ||;i(| :i •h,i,| ta.-t.'."

'"'"'•' 111'' 'lii'Ul.. u„. ,.„.|..,i til.. luifotic l,..-aii t.) take
'

'
• : III an hour li" wa^ s,,ninl a^j.rp.

' ti"rl'i-niv ulul.. .an in;: f,,,- ( Vnx.t, Madainr {•aniinal
"' "'••'• -^li" th.,iiKh, ,|,„ ,„ f,,,l„at,. ih,. ir.nn.r and
•:: "lii.il w..ul.i h.. n.....ssary uh..n tl... tun,, arriv..! to
"; ""• MvaMir... II u.nihj h.. a -...,.1 ihi..;,' t., I.av.. INt-- vi^iian.v r.lix..,i. (•.,nM..,u..ntIy. aft.T taking .are""» ""• !>np|.y-lu.ads away. ^h.. ..alk.-l the (...nnVr-.. and

; !,i lice: "

M-llHT l'..rra.h... tak.- a ta>t.. ,.f Ins win,. Y.uj wmild
,

ll.nn;:!.! tliat 1... was faily for a cask, wouldn't vou '^

.1 'iililiii sati>(i.'.| him."
!i'n'> t., you!" .n.l tli.. portress, clinkin- ^lassos with

' "'.linal, wh.. was ,ar,.fnl t.. lill her gla.ss with th.. natural

\ l.^-^s distinprui^h,..! ronnoisM.ur than tho 1„ ar Mme
-"ll- found n..thin^ an^-ss „; uw uiMdioi. ^r. ^uul. for

' drank it ha.l [)..,„mh' cold; on the cntrarv slu- .K-
fliat It was ,|u,t.. velvety, an.i wishe.l her hushaiul culd

Honi... Aft.T a l..n>rjr..ssip the two separated. Mme
nial ate ...,me f.w.d at.d then in.|ul-ed in a siesta which
! mitil dark.

ii'- (I.M act was t.. ,i:lan,v at th.. patient's l,...|.' His
•

I'

".is.!istiirh...l. an.l he eall...l .uit in a lou.l v.m.-
.;;',*:""""''^' "l'=".innds! Wh.n I am d.-ad, an.l 'not bo-

-"^^'^^^'^ thaty sai.l Ma.lanu. Cardinal. '-Xothin^^ more
1- -Hit 1 .1,1,'. Ihat h.. ..h.Hil.l have ,liani..nds

'••

And a> she saw that T.-upillu-r wa.^ evuletitlv the prey of a

! .-lie

lad
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v-olont n,gl„n,an;. >n pla.. of n.liovh,.r l,i,„ by aiding him to

Y l,,s poHn.n. si,,. „.,i,,,] ,,,,,,a that sl^
„"

Af ,i„s ,non„.nt a ^li^r),, K-no.k at th. door, froir whi,h
-.x..,.ll„„t ,„„•.. l,ad ,ak,.„ ,h.. proc-aution to vithdra

JvC). annoiinc.d thr arrival of Cerivet.
^^fli:-"" Slid hv, a,^ ho cain.- in

•JWll !vV,ak.nth.do... Il,.-s h..n for the., four hoar.

;n.n:k jus, „:!;:
••^- "•• --'-"-"^ -^'l talku,. of d..

';y""
(^;:"f

'rH..! (Vn.ot. >-f .ho.dd not be astonished if

ihe";;:;'':, :;:,;•''• '''"- '"•-^-M.nenpeverniungwhen

Mn.e''|W •

i

'';;'" '"""' "^^'^^ "-"^ ^•'-'- "''- i" telling^I".- .na-.he that yon aro my man of business and not a

i:'"a I "r
'''"•'"'•'' "- —'"^ "'-.t you wen.ttome as a ooctor .

it:;;:::":;; :;„:;;;;;;;,""""''• "- f'™'.'j u .„i,.

..I, ,

"lo ini I eriaelio s(.(. von come in*-"'

c,„;r-i„.:;r"'

~-
- '» '""'<->. -"- « ^i?..."-

•WIi^h! li,,,l|v:-- ,„t v.ri7,.t

"> I ]>.i»ed. uluc-h I ,„„i,i well have dispensed with."
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•f--av^ it fill ni.h, ,,„ f,]j„„^ „,,,,, ^^.,,j, ^
-

M tliat will make li,> cv.'s stick out
-

"1- ;;M.r(,. tl,. fisluvif,. inq.rovisvd a far,-., of s.oinrr •,-. r ou
,
.ho l.,,^,ed -. ,o n,,t n.k. ...h ,.3/

' . nnl ha.1 h nv„ ,,, Iht li,!,,. „,,;„„,,, ,(,„^;
.

.''-''"'''^ '•-'-- •^^-•i-'^^T^a,.lH.•sl,.htas^d,
> '' ';'^'^---U..ni..d.,th„nu.h.,.Mi..ulat,:„sand

:"> \o..,h.rat.ons, uas >o eiev.rlv do,,,, ,h,t th. no.-ter

;

;l'tor,uho,,n,o ,adu.iHT,.d,,, tl,atm.,,i,,. h.^le^^
:,.;';- ti- i-^garV roon, at,d l...ft tl,o hou.. Muvn.n^^^

^Vh.„ the Uvo conspirators w.re t],„s tranq„illv ,„ jH.sses-'fth .h..atn.otthc.,,-ope,.a,,u,,s. la(anl,,,alhon,u 1
•

•
H< ra„...r un,..„,,.no„sly. a„d !,„„. „p h.r ohl .hawl -'' Hindow. as though to scrtv,i .,„„,.! ; .,,

•

,

v:^^,sid,Ml,. ho,,..a.J::i':;\ "^'?;
'''";'''

r^

:;^;-.-o..u.,aio,,.kef;h;:'::,,,^^

--7 under th. .ntlu..,,.. of th. na t ,

'
[

'

'i" d.d' n^-V'-^';.iindth.>,,vas.,,vh. (ard,,,a]..o dh 'S
:;',-;'" '^^^"I-"' ""<!... pn.t,.n«. tha, sho „„.( h vo

Y'
'" "^ '.pothoearv-s f,„. ,.„„, ,„„iicino needed or^ account

'•rtc acted as porte.v mostly do. when in their fir.f
,';:••. f'""

^';v'"-*^
"'^ ^''^ lateh withottt ^etti, ' ;,r

;:::rr;,r;;rc'T-;;;;;:r=-;;i';-;:^
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Cardinal would never haw siiccfcilfil in rai-iing frnm liis htd

what might In' calli-d the corp-i' of thi' (\-(lriiiii-iiiajor.

Fndcr fiis hravv <\v^'p, and cntiniy uiirun-ri')U>. '!"uuiiilli,r

had hccoiiic an iuiTl mass, which fortunali'Iy couhl be han<lH-d

without much pnciutioii. Doubling her strength under iho

spur of her cupidity, the athletic .Madame Cardinal, wiih

the slight assistance rendereil by the v .:\ of imsinos, acceiii-

plislieii with little dilliculty the task (d' tran-ferring her umir.
and the bed was at last open to her search.

At iir.-t they found nothing, and the' li>h-hawker, beini'

I)res>ed to explain how that morning she wa- sure of lirr

uncle sleeping on one hundred thouMind fran( s in gold, ua»

obiigi-d to Confess that her conversiliou wuh I'errache and
her brilliant imagination were tlie basis of her pretended
certainty. Cerixet was furious. After all this time eheridi-

ing tlie idea and hope of a lurtune. and making up his mind
to embark on dangerous and compromising undertakings, in

the end to find himself face to face witli emiitinessi The
disappointnieiil was so cruel that, only that he dreaded an

encounter witli so muscular a futur(^ niother-indaw. he would
have been carried to exircnie rage.

At the least he could veni his choler in words. Kiidelv

assailed, la Cardinal would only keep saying that all was nut

yet lost, and, with the faith ihat removi'S niouniains, contimied
to tund)le the bed over from top to bottom.

She was about to tunpty the maltre^r-. that she had vauilv

explored in I'very way; Init Ccixet would not permit llii<

extreme nwasure. remarking that after her auto|)sy of th.-

mattress, a mass of strav,- would remain on the floor wlinh
might givi; rise to susjdcions.

So that she might have nothing to reproach her.-elf with, hi

Cardinal, notwiili-ianding Cerizet's ol)jectinns, who thought
it ridiculous, insisted on removing the sacking of the i)edste;i(l

bott(Uu; certainly the vainless search had \\ lietted her facul-

ties, for when she lifted the wood frame she heard the sound
of some small object, which )iad become detached, as it fell

on the floor.
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Ascril

t,!.' r rxjiioiv

•iii^' t., Ilii> iiicidfiii a jHi^ibly lUKiuf iniportaiur. tl

'II 'It a li-iii

le

I'
:

'f |H)|is[ic(l >\rvi iiiiif an iiu-li I.ui

111(1 ailcr .-OHIO lime I'duiid a

v.: h llic llM- |,i h

' T'lal'.- a kry

tl-:ll nMliirtTciuc let lii> ii

anion;:,' tln' iilih, of

(r\.T ua.s an iiiexplicalilf mv.-t

cxclainu'd (orizct, who at onci' il la

Ail. al111 : \(iu

'iin It ojK'n:'" added

igination off al a gallop,

aid la (.'ard.nal. triuiniilianll

nging

v; "hut

ir.illr

111', after rellection ; '"a doll"

A-1 ai all. ant-wei-rd ('.'rizct. '-'ri

H'li. and wry <.[ri>ng loek.s luav 1

I iiiiunt.

II' >aini' time he madi

lis ij a modern in-

jv ojieneil with ihi..^ little

' 'niiture in the ehami
ii'awers, looked into il

' a rapid survev. embracing all

iir. Went tu the bureau, drew out
le .Move, under the taide ; but not a

I'Uild he .-ee <d' a ^in-Ie loek which this little kev would

AM at once Muie. Cardinal had a bri<du idca.
ay." .Slid ^he; "I notieed that a.- he !av on ]m bed

Miiel never cea.-i'd to keep h
the

eye on the wall oppo.site

\ elo.<et concealed in the wall? Indeed, thai,
aid Cerizet. excitedly taking up the candl

s not im-

r he had carefuilv examined the door in the alcove
faeed the head (d' the bed, lie found nothinir but 1

'd cobwebs and du.-t. He then tried tl

neav
ic sense oi

winch is occasionally keener, and sounded and felt the
ill over. .\t t le s

h- foiiiid a ci

I)ot where Toupillier had ever kept h

iiid il

rcKiiLscribed space which
IS

as certainlv hol-
uas Wood. Ic rolled hi- andki

UK I rubbed the spot hard, and under tl

I'ehiel into a

le laver of
ieane( i he found a little oak board .'lo^elv adjusted

dirt

all
;
on one end -d this board was a 1

in

«.:.- Ml e Ke\ hole liiat the kev fitted.

ittle round hole, this

I'' (eriz..t unlocked the door, which he did
ilv, la (' irdinal, who heb

wi thout
' "P ill' catidle. became pale

u-eaildess; but, cruel di.-appointment, the closet waa
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opiiiL'd and iiolliiii;^' \wi.- i" 1m' m'om liiit an I'lnply .space, vainly

illiiiiiinatcd liv llii- (iuidlf uhith ihc li.-~hwilV Inn' ^.tK

tlii'nst in. l-ia\in^' lln' t'niy to .^liriek dui Iu.t dcsj: ,^' i'\-

clannitKin- and li> >liiiufr njMin iitT ''flovfd ancle t\cry i.a-

crivaMc alni.-isi' cpiilici. CiTizct kept cahii and <|niet.

After imtling his arm in the opening and anuind thr bet-

turn ut' it, he cried :

'"Here is an iron bo.\ I" adding impatiently, '"CJive me more

light, .Madame (.'ardinal."

Then as the ligiit did not sullicieiitly illuminate the enijity

Hpace lie wished to e.xploiv, he snatched the candle out of liie

bottli'-neck in wlurh it had ht'cn ^liuk. and taking it in lii^

hand jia^-ed it larefully over every })art of the iron plate

which had hcell dlSciArrcd.

"Xo lock I"' said he after the most minute e.xaminatiou;

"tliere must he a set-ret s[)ring."

''I'lic old ciirmudge(jn is a traitor I"' said .Madame Cardinal,

while the hony Hngers of Cerizel were searcliing every cranny

of the place.

'"All I I have it I"" said he, after his tappings had lii^tcd

more than half an hour.

During this time Mine. Cardinal's life seemed to he sui-

j)ciuled. I'lider the pressure of his fingers the iron plate

fc!id into the wall, and, among a mass of gold thrown lonscly

into a deej) rece.-s. lay a red morocco case, v>hich from its

^ix.e and general appearance jtromised magnificent lie ily.

'"I take the diamonds for dut," said Ccrizet, when he

saw the ^plciiilid jewels it contained, '^'ou, my mother,

would not know how to dispo.^e of them ; TU leave the gold for

}oiir share. .\s to the Funds and the house, they arc not

worth the trouble of getting the worlliv man to make another

win."

'.Iu<t a minute, my hoy!" replied la Cardinal, who found

this division rather too summary; "we will first count the

cash."

'"Ilushl" said Ci'rizct. stopping in a listening attitude.

"Why?" asked la Cardinal.
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"()hl my good j-ir, I Inivt- iiothiii"^ in my liaiuls, nothing

111 my poekt'ts; I wouldn't harm anyhodv in tlic world; I mn
only liiTo to look at'ltT this poor cIiltuI), my unide; search

inr if ynu want to."

"That will (In; now get out," said the old man.

Tlu' ll>h-liawktT iHTdcd no s('c()nd irllmg, hut ra|iid!v

went down the stair. C'orizct scenu'd ahout to take tlie

same way.

"Vou, monsieur, that is anoliier matter," sail! the old man;
"you and I can liave a little chat together; hut if you prove

tractahle. things nniy he .satisfactorily arranged."

Whether tlie narcotic had cca-ed to o]ierate, or whether the

noise around him had ai'oii.-ed him, 'I'oupillier opened his eve;

and looked ahout in a da/.ed manner. 'I'heii in a moment, see-

ing his cheri.-lK'd clor-et open, his excitement ga\e him streiiLTili

to cry out two or three times, in a nnumer to awaken the

whole house, •RohhersI rohliers I"

"Xo, Toujiillier," said the little ohl man; "ymi liave not

been rohhed ; I arrived in lime; nothing has iieen touched."

".\nd you, why don't you arrest that villain!'" said the

beggar, pointing to Ceri/.et.

"Monsieur is not a tliief," replied the old I'-an ; "on the

contrary, he came up with me to give me his help." Then,

turning to Cerizet. he said: "I think, my friend, that we hud

better postpone our interview until the morrow. At ten

o'clock eome to the adjacent house and inquire for Monsieur

du Portad.

"After what as taken phic' tliis evening, T ought to f ire-

v.'arn you that it will he for your interest to keep tliis ap-

pointment. I sJKjtdd find you unciuestionahiy, for I have the

honor of knowing who you are. You are the person wh'im

the opposition journals for a long time have boon in the

habit of ealling 'tlie brave Cerizet.'
"

Xotwithstanding the d(>ep sarcasm of this reminder, seeing

that he would not he treated more severely than ]\radame Car-

dinal had been, Cerizot was only too hajipy at this denouiiient;

and after having promised to be prompt at the rendezvous,

he took himself oil speedily.
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TIh> next .lay fV.rlz..t .|i.] „ t fail to appc.ar at ll,.. nr.l.v-
V-.-. as (liroPto,!. Ilavmjr hvn rroofifniml tl.n.n^rh a u„ k.i
n^ ho rrfus.,] to ^;v,. his nan,... !„. was nsh..ml int<. tlu" Mu.lvt 'II lortail. wl.on. 1„. foinu] writin- W,,h„ut ri^n-^ hoj-l^ a

^^„
that his .,H.st h.. M.a,,.I. and w.nt ,.„ ui.C'his

!-.r. When it was funsh..!. an.i after h,. ha.l .-arofnllv
-.'l''l It with wax, in a niann.T which hospok.. a v.tv im-rUe
n :>n or one who had <>xoreiso.l diplomati.. functions.' ho rang
f Hriino. his valot, a„.l. jjivin^r him the h tt.r. ho .aid •

'_.r Monsiour the Justice of th.. IVace <,f the arn.n.lisse-
III' 111.

liifn ).. carefully wip..] the steel pen that he ha.l used, and-•-'." neally r.^plaee.l all the articles that he ha.l nu.ve.l .,n
tn >U<k It was only when these liitle matters had h.-en duly^-' n.l.'d to that he turned to (Vrij^et an.i s.id-

^^

-! ou k,.ow that we have lost ,.oor Monsieur Toupillier in

•''''Illy, no," sai.l Cerizet, puttin^^ on the I.est look of
-; pathy ho could assume. "This is my first tidinj^s of

-Vou at loa.st might have expected it; when on.- Lnves a->- man a \ng h„wl of hot wine, narcotiz.-d hesid..s,-for- r
. r.nkin^^ but a little ,dass, I'errache-.s wife lav in a leth-

"-'. HJt y^l'V'"""^''-" ^'^"^"'"•^ ''"'^^^ '^^"l*'"^ that
' Y'lt.istrophe had been arran-e.l for and ha.stened

"

1
a". i^m,:rant, m.)nsierr,-' sai.l CV.riz.^t with dic^nitv.-^vhat Ma.lame ('ard.nal mav have ,,von tierS.'

'
-tiess I commutcl an indiscretion in helping that w.,man

;;

^'H^serve her inlu.ntance to winch she gave :,- assurances

'''' l^^ nf^U '^n
''^''^^ '•"'

'
'"' "''"l'''''^*^ "^ attempting

-p of that old man; >ueh a thought never ent.Tcd my

_^^asityou that wrote nu. this lett..r?" said .iu Portail,
'

'

•

: '''•'
i"''!"^^.' ''"'"' ''•"" •""''"'• " H-lH-niian glass paper-

«• 'lit. and oh<>ring it t.) (.YTizet.
' '

i h,s letter?- replied h... with th.. Invitation of a man who
«'"i'lrrs whether to lie .jr speak the truth.
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"I Mill -lire nf uiiiii I .1111 Miyin^'. I have :i niania for aiito-

}:rii|ili- . I ;iiii p'l-itivc this is yuiirs, fur I liavc one of [\uv\

when ilic ( »|i[i(i-il inn flcviitfd ynii to tlic ;:iorious state "f

jiiartvr. 'I'iie Iciti r \ou hold in your hand iidls mo of thi>

iiioiietan sirails of \oun;i hi l'r\radc."'

"Well." ^ai(l llie man of the K'uc i\v< Toulcs. "as I know that

you liad III \oiir (arc a denioiM'lli> do hi I'ovrade, who iiiii>t

1)1" Theodo-c's cousin. I ^.'iioscd that you were his unknown
jirotcctor, and on more than one occasion my friend has iv-

(civcd the mo-t .liTiicroii- as-i.-laiici'. Now, having a sinccn'

aifcciion for that |ioor JM.y, ii was in liis iiitere-ts that I niadc

t'l hohl •"

"Vou wci'c ri;,dii," interrupted du I'ortail. "I am pleased

to (iicoiintcr a t'riiiid of his. 1 will iioi even conceal from
you that thi> was what saved you la.-t iii,<,dit. But wliat ahout

tlio--e Iwenty-li\e tiioiisand franc.-" worth nf acceptaneos? 1>

our friejidV l/ii-iness in a liad way? Is he leadiii/f a dis-

sipateil life?""

"On Mie contrary,"" re]»lied Cerizot. '•he"^ a puritan. He
is an cllihu.-ia^tic devoicc. As an advocate he desires no other

clients than tlie poor, lie is, moreover, on the point of makiiif,'

u wealthy marriage."

"Ah I he is lo he married ; to whom, pray?"'

''It is a .Mademoiselle rolleville. (hiugliter of the secrotar}'

of the mayor of the twelfth arrondis.-einent. This youn;:

liiiy lias no fortune of iicr own. but a Monsieur Thuillicr,

her godfather, niciiilicr of the council-general of the Seine,

has promised her a suitahlc ilowry.'"

"And who managed this alFair?"

"La I'oyrade is very devoted to the Thuillior family, to

whom ho was introdiiciil hy .M. Dutoco, justice of the peace

of the district."'

"l)Ul you wrote me that tho.-c accc^pianees wore in favor of

^lonsieur Dutocij. Is it a kind (d' matrimonial brokerage?"'

"Something <d' the sort,"" said Cerizet. ''You know, innu-

sieur, that such tran.-uctions are conunon enough in Paris;

the clergy doesn't disdain jiutting their linger in them.''
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-n.-i- (li. .ifriiir .L'.Mir \,-rv f.ir?- ,,,kr,! .]„ l',„.t;,il
'ir^. ;in.i.-:pr.Killv .l.irmir thr l.iM fru ,iav.

••

\\'!l.-v..n if ti,.. nmrrin... ,. a .„u|,.,l ,hi„. i „„„j „,,j

:,';"''''^"' -''''" I"" '"M.,„|,„„;
I h:,v,. ,„lu,. views for

' I"-''—aiiuiiM.r niatrh t,, prupu-r tn him
"

•'"'';•" "-;• npl-l (Vn.,.,. ••I.n, ,,. pn.v.Mt tins n.ar-

- I l'.'\.. tl,.. |,,,„„r I,, infonn vu>i ll.at thc-r a,r..p,anreJ

"i.im.rs tliat .on,, ri, ln> Jntcn.^t it will not bo ea.v to
i!i' ^'' liiiii li>tfii to naM.ti."
-AlniM, ur l)ulo..,V ,|,.b,." n.pli..,! ,1„ I'orta.I. '-vou .hall}-"-lt pny off. ^o„<.an hav. an .n.KTMandini,^ with lum-!->"l|,|.H. Sho.ihl no, Th.o,|„.. p,.,.v.. anu.nahh. to ,„v

-•.:'-t.. tho... ar,vp,a,,r,.s i„ our haM,U mi^h, ,.o,np..i hi.n t:,
'.' -. \on eoiihl s.ie hm, in _v,,nr nam,., an.l \o„ will b,. at

!;:;

'M'^is.;
1 will pay ,h,. „o„.. an,| your costs in snin^

iil|OS(

""^ 'lu arc a thoroiiir

"~iH'\ it is

an' a tlioro„ir|, h, ,>,„,..< man, nionsimr." sai.l Vvrw.ct
^ tnily a plrasuro to b. your a;r,r,i. l>,,.haps vou n.av;-nl m. s<.,nH,^ht on why y,,n ,lo ,:.,. ,h.. honor .'f confiding

v.. - niattor to my hands. ^

Vu„ mentioned a m.nul. a^o ,h.. ,.„n>in of la IVvrade,
la^lMuo.so lo LuU. d. la i',,v,.ad... That voun.^ huiv no

-••^'•r m h.^r tir>,^ yonth. for ^h. ,. n.ark thiVtv. i; the
";""nddnM„,,.„fth..n.l..bra„.d Mad,.n,o,..ll.. IVann.e.nil

: ''", l''«'f^<-l-'n'n,;a.s, an.l d. la I'.vrad... .-onnnissarv-
- ''nd ot poiK,, nnd.r th,. Kn.pirr. ,h.. nn.lc of o„r fri.nd

,

':' tho momont ..f hi< ., .,(,. wh,..!, o,.,.ur,vd suddmlv'
I'^^yn, p,.n„,l,.>< ,h,. dan^ht.T u ho„; ho adored an.l whom
;•.

;'^"f nro.niz...!. I had boon b„und with tho strongest ties
'< inondship to this oxooHont man."

\'"H pleased to show that h,. ai.o had ,<on.o knowlod>r., of'• 'i'm.o.^tH- atlairs of du Porta,!. Corixot ro>pondod • "And
; ^ !|^iVo saorodly fnlfillod tho duties of this friendship " for
•^^

^ ikm^r to your homo this intorostin.^r orphan, vou have
^!''^L-.I yourself with a ditlicult ta<k; for the condition of
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iiiinl.'iMni.-cl!. - 1m;i1i!i iliiiiiitHls, a> I hiippt'ii to know, the

iipi-l rfiii'tiiiil ii« Well II- atrfctioiiiik' carr."

"Vi-." ,iii>V'nil (111 I'cirliiil. "the jMiur child was so cruelly

tiii',1 !iv \]u- i\,':i\\\ iif her falhiT that Iut mind bccaiin' soiiu'-

wlial alfiMinl. I>iit fnrtuiiatcly a (•liaiii,fr ha> occiiiTrd for tln'

Inllrr; yc-it I'dav Itnitor i'.iam'lioii and two other einitieiit

j)hy>i(ians in consnllatiori declared that niarria;r<.' mid a llrst

iliild wouM inralliMv re-turi; her. Von can well see that the

reiiirdv i- inc) ia>y and too pleasant not to be fjiven a trial."

''I'lieii." >aiil Cerizet. "it is to his cousin, Mademoiselle

Lvdie d,' la revnide. that yon propose to marry 'I'lieodoso."

••^()U have -.aid ii." replied <ln I'ortail. ••\'on must not

snpjiose, thon;:h, tliat liy aeeeptin;^ this marria;;e he is dis-

jilavin^' a j,'ratiiitons devotion. Lydie is a^^'reeahlc in her

]iirson. is talented, has a eharinin^ nature, and can hriiig

lii^di favor to hear in Iut hn-hamfs Ijeliall'. She lias also a

jirettv t'ortuiK-. eon,-i>tinj,' of ^oniethin^' hd't hy her mother, uf

all tiiat 1 po-~,'>,-.. which in default of natural heirs to in-

herit i intend to secnro to her in the marriage contract, ami,

added to this, she has inherited an important accession the

past ni;.dit.""

•How!" -aid Cerizet; "lias that old TonjuUier ?"

"By a holo^n-aph will, which I have here, the hojigar eon-

Ptitiites her his sole hiratee; so you see I deserve some credit

for takinfr no action in repird to the escajiade of yourself and

Madame Cardinal, for it was our property you wore trvint;

to pillaj^e."

'.\f:jii l)i<u.'" said Cerizet. "I li..*e no desire to excuse Mii-

dame Cardinal's actions. However, as she was the natural

heir, dispossessed hy a stranger, it seems to me she had

some claim to the indulireiice you have shown her."

"In this yon an' mistaken," re])lied du I'ortail: ''and the

seeming liberality of which Mademoiselle de la I'eyrade has

become the object is simply a restitution."

".\ restitution I" extdaimed Cerizet.

"'.\ restitution." rejieated du I'ortail, "and nothinir i?

easier to establish. Von remember the theft of diamonds

from one of our dramatic celebrities some teu years ago?"'
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'yp"!. r.^rtainlv : J

iiN. iitid prcpiiriMi thr I'aris it

i>^ .11 iliiit tiinc editor of one of niv

cm- Mut.
,1 liv>-

!: -nil

wild Id; t tl

pardoii ;iif. iho
will was thr fatnnus Madi'iiioisellf B

i'ncix'lv, (1)1

>!' that ll

r. thf lliicf

If w
iiiotlicr of |,v<lu. i]r

! IVvrade."
ntcli.d ToiipiliiiT——lint no, I

was coiivictfd. He wa> k

»au-

rcinoni-

'r.Hhiird. He wns siiid

- :i of a -rrcat porsoim-v, ilir CMintf dc (Iraiivi'l

ra 1 in V iris ninl.r the I{cstorati<

nown as Cliarlcs

"• niidrr the roM'. tlir natural

• ', alioriK'v-

iV.H.- said du Tortail, "it liapjicnrd tlin>: Tlie robb
ninciidicr, was coniniittnl in a i

irnori. occnpicd l.v Madci
nansimi on llic

i»TV,

liUc (lU

noi.-cllc

< " • hard, a hatnlsomo fi

Bfainnc>nil. Charles

•VeS
I'llow, had the rnn

said Cerizet, "I

Her Imuse,

ave tl

reeall her einharrassnicnt wlion
er totuuoiiy; and al-o how <he lost 1

I- o ner aiie.

ler voice when

he rohhery," cnntiniKMl dii Portail.
ini'ted in the <la\t

was audaciously
line; no sooner iiad Crocliard got tl

t than he w.'iit to the Church of St. .Suli)ice wl
.'I arran<red to meet an accomplice. lie was t

le

lere he

niioiKis trom his liand

lie was a

he

o receive tho
ind, having a passport already pro-

t ()nce to start for foreign parts. It clmn(>c(l

or some time and was
i'.\])eeted one was detained f

ii arriving at the church. Charles Cro.hanl f.mnd 1

ace to face with a cdehrated detective who
'
tly well, as the young rogue had had xveral

police a 1 read v. Tthe

ii liter with tl

iim-

ive who knew him
encounters

le alisciice I f his friend, tl 10

fhe latter trouhled his

ic .letectivc, and a rapid movement made
minil

^''''iicd. He lost his head und
-If well rid of his prize. .\t tl

he thought he was being

licr, then the holv-wat

cr tins idea, and wished him-
!s moment he caught sight of

er (hstriliutcr. '.M v dear fell.
'I'! ne, assuring him.-^elf that

'I oblige me hv taking care of

no one could hear him, 'will

'f laee. 1 am about
!oes not like to settle 1

this hifli. i)arcel ''

It is a
calling on a count ess near liere,

ler bills. Instead of Jiaying me, she
:;!
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w.iiiM \\.~\i I.I .-'••• tlii^ ;irliil<'. uiiifh I- .1 tMvc'llv. mid .4i»

VvnilM Uiiril It "II rrv.lll. I [.IT 111- Hut \n ll.l'.' i! UIlll III''.

I'.ui,' .i(M. .1 lir. 'nn i\'> .in.iiiiii inucii \\\< ]i;i|i.r ur,i|i|Mr. for

tllriv i> IlMliiiliL' >" illlllrlllt ;l- til nv". rail ll m lllr nlil I l'>M-c-..' "

••'I'll.- -iin|i|c'nii :" .-M laini. i| ( -ii/.i, ti,ii\rl\ ; "wU^, ll w.t-

a pM .iriiiiifihlat \<>\\ I'.T iIm' ni.ni t" i.[" n il.

-v.. 11 ;iiv a -liivu.l rah-l." -an! .In I'-.n.-iil. "Oiic ]i..iir

at'li r. ('rnrhanl. limlih;: n.illiin.L' lia|iji.!i. il i" lniii. rrtiirii'ii

t(i thr chiircli l.i n viAcT 111- il.|M.-it. 'ri.upilliir ua- iin |iiii-ir

111 ilif [ilair. \'<U laii ima-iiM' li.'U. "ii the ii.At tlay. at lii-!

ma--, < liarif- < 'puli.inl aii|iriiarlic.i tin li.ii\ -vvatiT tli-tnliuii r,

wli.i liail rrturiirii In till- [11 rt'nriii.iiii ! "I' In- <liit\ ; Imt in;:lit,

a- thiA ,-av, lirili;,'- I nllli-l ; lln' <li .iT in.lli. ^^ "ll l'"l'l ftTrnlltcn ,

ll,', liirv,! ih.ii iintliiiiiT hatl ln-rn li I'l with Iniu, and In' tlid ii'it

kii.i'A wliat ( 'rixliard ua- lalkin^r aliout."

•'And It Has ii.-rlr,-- to atlark liiin and iiiakc a mw aliniit

It," -,:id (.Ti/ri, wli.. ua- 11. ll I'm- fr.. Ill -Miijial lii/iii^' iii .-'>

l)idd a ]ila\

.

'•Nn d.iulit till' folilirrv \va- alivailv iKn-cd annitid," du

l'..rtail w. lit nn. '•and 'l'..iiiiilli<T. a -mart fclluw, had n^rlilly

calcnlairil thill ihr till. I' hy arrii-in;.'- Iiiiii wmild di-n.v.T hini-

^f\{. In the trial Charh- Crndiaid iirMT -jinkr inic word ..f

hi- ii.isidvi'iitnrr, ai'.]. cundcmnrd tn tm yrar-, >i.\ of which

u.' i)a--rd on thi. hulk.-, tiiiriii.u hi- iiirancral nm lie tiid iml

ii|ii'n hi.- li|i- aliiiiit till' tri'.'irlii.ry.

••'I'hat \va- pliKky." slid ('/•rizcl. 'I'hi;- >tnry attrai-tcd hiiii,

and he looki-d al it a- a loiinoi-M'ur and an artist.

••In that interval Ma. lain.' rwaimic.-nil died. Ifavin.i: lur

(hiULrhtcr .-onif >nuill ivinaiiis of a ^'ivat t'.irtinu-. She iiuii-

ti,.nid thr .liamond-, and (\iin->ly >tatrd tiiat tlu'V should

In' hi'rs. •if thi'y well' I \<r rcnivrri'd.

••Ah!" siid'Ceri/rt, "that mad., it had fur 'roupillicr. f^r

ha\ inu: a man of _\"iir nu'ttli' to drill with

—

—
"AH thou>,dit-" of Charh.- Crorhiird wi'Vr lir-t turned to

vi.n"-ean(e on in- ndfii>c : he dciioiinci'd Toiqullic'r a.- the

n'('fi\tr of the (:i>k.t. Taken in hand liy tlic law. In (Kdi'iidrd

liiiu.-rlf uith ^uch a rare -ood humor, that, in the faiUire of
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roof nf tllf rliai; ;>'. I'K' Jlld;:^ ell i|i(l li\ UI-Illl->i'i Mini.

I..; !lii> airiiir cu-t 'ri.ii|Mllirr In- jiu-iikhi; he iilda, •(!, nut

M ilnMit (|ii!i( iili\ . I'lr riulil ..f Im^'j,'!!!;,' Ill tlic |Mpnli ,,\ St.

^!ii|ii(«'. .\> I'l.r in\-cir, I u;i- -ali-lii'.i iif hi> ;:uill, iiml nut-

•liMainliiiL' ln> nlca-i', I

ml I nlii'il

IkpI ihr , lu-i-l Wallll klpt lIpDI

"11 Ill\ iiU 11 t iTiTl!*.

thllaMii^' III) ii'^iiilar liu-iiic^^. uitli |ilriit\ <>[ leisure mi mv
U. I kept (111 the tr.H k nf (iiir rnhher, ami iiiatlc tlie ta>k

•:nia>kiii^' liiiu llie ( liiet' :iirii (if inv iil'e. Al that liiiie he

living ill the lille lill I 'ii'lir-\'n|aill. 1 -in reedeii ill relll-

a 1 hainlier ailjuiin iil;' In-; aii'i i'Ih- evrnni;.', liiruii^'h a

illetl III the wall which separateil

•kei from a ( levcrlv I'niit ri\e<l

\Mll(ll hail palieiii ly ilr

I -aw him take uui the ea

! <: n;.'-phiee, upen it. an<l ^'aze upon the eoiiient.* ami fnmlle

!h( 111. '["he man juved them I'nr tlieinMlves jilnne; he had no

t'lai^dit .if euiiNerliii;.' ilieiii into mniiey.""

I umler.^tand," >aid Ceri/.et; "a iiiaiiia nf the same kind

; ^lul|^lour Cardillae, the jeweh'r, which ha> ju,»t heen draina-

le same, returneii dii I'orlail •tl le wretch wa.s in hive

k;;.w

tiieiii. ^') thai when 1 entered his romii and tnid hiiii 1

all. he asked iiie m>t t'l di>iio-.-e-s liiiii nf them wlule liu

am 1 at hi- death hi- ulmle Imard i<( LTnlil. lii.- c isii in

uiids. and Ins linii>e >liniil( 1 hi'cnme the lierita''e nf Made

i:-,-rl|e de la reyrade."

if he was linne>t in his intent inns." said Cerizet. "the

pr pn-ition was imi a had nne. The intere-t nf the capital

r-j.r.-ented hv the diamonds was lar<,'ely represented hy the

iiIht iniieritance.''

w. niv dc.ir sir, 1 was tmt niK-itaki'ii in tru.-lim: iiimtaki

rthele^^. exacted that tie shmild net iipy a ronm in the

liniiM' as invseif; I a»i>ied in hiiildin^Mliat hidiiiL'-place

ret nf which you so mtreninusly dis(o\ered; hut,

tnllched

hich

•I 'ii-. the sei

'I v.air iirnnraiice. vnii did nni di^cover that when \oii

'•y.ivui

ii't spring' ynu also ranjx a l>e|| in my cliambcr w
d iiie nf any attempt tn steal mir hoard."

'I'oor Madame (
'a nliiiai. cri' I

she was otf of her reckoning.

1 Cerizet. with pleasantry,
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"This is the ?iiu;iti(iii, tlicn. On ai'cmint of iho inicrcst I

fill in till- nrplicw nf my late frii'nd. ami also on considering

the rclatinii-hiji. this iiiiiiTiairt' .-ci'ins to nw most desirable,"'

gaid dn Pnrtail. "As it is po.-sihle, however, that, on account

of his coii-iirs mental state, la Teyrade may refuse to agree

to my j)laii>, 1 liave nnt thnught it advi>al)le to make the

prnjxisitinn direetjy te him. Vou have turned up on ury

wav ynu are smart and crafty, .-o I put this matrimonial lu-

getiatinn in your tliarge. ^ on nuiy speak to hira of a pretty

girl with a good fortune, with one slight drawback, but men-

tion no names."

"Your confidence honors me," replied Cerizet ; "I will

jtistify it to the best of my ability."

"Let us be under no illusion," replied du Portail. ".\

refu.-al wdidd naturally be the tirst impulse of a man whose

interests are engaged elsewhere; but we will not consider our-

selves beaten. 1 di> not readily give up my ideas when I

believe they are just; and even if we are dbliged to have la

Peyrade shut np in Clichy. 1 am determined not to be

balki'd in a plan for his hapi)iness which I ani sure he will

regard as an inspiration. So. whatever happens, buy the

acceptances from this M. Dutocq.'"

"At par?" asked Cerizet.

"Yes, at par. if you cannot do better. We shall not

haggle over a few thousand francs, but when the affair is ar-

ranged lHitoci| must give us his assistance. After what yon

have told me of thi' other marriage, .m can scarcely waste

anv time." conelude<l du Portail.

"Two (lavs hence I have an appointment with Theodose,"

said Cerizet. "\V(> have some business to settle. Do you

think it woidd be advisable to wait for this me(>ting, or shall I

incidentally mentiiui the ]>roposition ? In case of his refusal,

that, it seems to me, would save our dignity."

"So be it," said du Portail: "that is not delaying much.

Xow, rememlier, monsieur, if you succeed, in place of having

a man who might bring you to serious account for your im-

prudent connivance in the scheme of Madame Cardinal, you
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will have one under obligation to you, ready to serve you in

t\iiy way, and whose iullueiice is greater than is generally

p.iiizjd."

After these agreeahle words, the two separated with a good

u; liTstandiiig. and mutually pleased.

I.kc the 'J'ourniquet Saint-Jean, the Hocher de Cancale,

'.. !;rinf il.is scene is changed to, is to-day but a memory. A
\i Ill-dealer who uses a pt'wter-topped counter has replaced that

/ i;'jilr of Tantc, that sanctuary of European t''une, wliich

\\\\'\ witnessed the gastronomic achievenienls of the Empire and
': liestoration.

'i'lie evening of the day arranged upon for a meeting la

!'• nide had received this simple word from Cerizet

:

'i'o-morrow, lease or no lease, at the Kocher, at .i-v thirty."

A ( erizet saw Dutoc(j every day, he received )iis invitation

I .i'lrd of mouth; but his time was "iiuartcr p,i>i six, sharp."

i: uas evident that Cerizet wanted that fifteen minutes with

h !!i before the arrival of la I'eyrade. That lifleen minutes the

!i- iier intended to employ in jockeying Dutocq in iho purchase

"I iiie acceptances; he thouglit a sudden ])roposiiion to pur-

c; i-i' would be accepted more readily than if time were given

i :• thinking; and the acceptances once secured below par, the

11. ,111 of the Rue des i'oules would have time to consider if it

^>' :il(l be safe to appropriate to himself the difference, or
>

. ther it would not he better to honorably account to du Por-

;
! !

tor the bargain he had obtained. We may admit, however,

iii.ii uside from the (piestion of .<clf-interest, Cerizet might
i..!M' tried to overreach his friend. It was the instinct and need
"f !iis nature. He had the same horror of a straight line as

!! amateurs in English gardens have of a straight path.

Having still a jmrtion dt the price of his ollice to pay, and
.-

: ; down to a strict economy, Dutocq did not live so well but
':

! a dinner at the Rui-her dr Cancale was an event in his

i
. He therefore showed a i)roni])titude, which testified to

'' interest he took in this appointment, and at si.\ and a

(;.. irter precisely he entered the stall of the restaurant where
C. rizet already awaited him.

i3
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"It is very st mgc." said h'\ "'Iloro we are in the s-ime

situation which iTiaiifjuratc'd our husiiioss relations with la

Peyrade, except that the meeting phiee of the tiirce emperors

is this time more comt'ortalily chosen, and 1 prefer the Tilsitt

of the J{ue Montorgeiiii to the Tilsitt of the iiue de TAii-

cienne Comedie, Pilson's dismal restaurant."

"My faith I" replied Cerizet. '"1 d(in"t quite know that

the results justify the change, for, frankly, where are the

profits of our triumvirate?"

"Well, hut it was a bargain," said Dutocq, "with a long

term attached, ll can't he claimed that la Peyrade has lost

much time, pardon the pun, in hecoming installed at the

T(h)uil(rir.'<. The rascal has gone ahead pretty fast."'

"Xot so fast hut that his marriage is anything but a settled

matter," said Cerizet.

"Not settled; why?"
"Yes, 1 am charged to propose to him another wife. I am

not so sure that he will hr allowed to choose."'

"But what, the devil! my dear, lending your hand to help

on another marriage when you know we have a mortgage on

the first!"'

"My friend, one cannot always control circumstances. I

saw that under the existing conditions, the plan we had ar-

ranged was going to pieces, and 1 have sought to secure some-

thing out of the new negotiations."'

"Ah ! thcv are iighting, then, for this Theodose. Who is

this new party ? Is she wealthy ?"

'"The dowry is very good,—much better than that of Made-

moiselle Colleville.""

"Tluy can"t fool me ; la Peyrade signed the acceptances

and he must jiay llieiu.""

"The ([uestion is, will lu' jiay them? You are not a mer-

chant, neither is Theodose; suppose he di>putes the accept-

ances; he might deny their validity. The tribunal migiit

annul them as having !>een given without consideration re-

ceived. Now you, as clerk lo a justice, might find that the

Chancellor could lia\e a little case with vou."
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f't'rtainlv. niv dear fi'll ow,

1, 11:1111

jiicr

^iiij Dutocq, with the air of a
who sees hiniM>If confronted by an argument wliieh ho
t answer, "you iiave a mania for disturbing tilings and

ineddlini:."

•| tell you again that this matter came to me; andl saw at

a

'iM.' tliat it was useless to struggle against the evil influence
I'iih was surrounding us, and 1 decided to save mvself bv

k

nrifice.

"What kind of a sacrifice?"

"Parhleu, I have sold my share," said Cerizet.

"Who was the buyer?"
•Who, think you, would step into my shoes but those wlio

hail enough interest in urging on this other marriage to
u.irrant them in restraining Theodose's liberty, if necessary?"
"i'oubtless, then, my share would be of use also?"
"Well, you see, I could not offer it until 1 had seen you."
"Well, what do they offer?"

Dame, my dear boy! that which I have myself accepted;
i>Aing better than you the danger of their rivalry, i de-

1 i'l to accept hard conditions."

"Hut what are these conditions?"

"I let them have my acceptances for fifteen thousand
francs."

"Oh! then your game is to make a commission out of
i;;ine to make uj) your loss—if you've had one—besidt's, it may
ii iiiit a scheme between you and la Peyrade," said Dutocc^,

>!irugging his shoulders.

At least, my dear, you don't mince your words; you have
a:: infamous thought and state it with charming al)andon.
!-< vnnately, you will soon hear me make my proposal to
Ti :'"<luse, and you can judge by his demeanor whether we are
II) "illusion."

"Well, I withdraw the insinuation, as you say that vou are
%'^'vrz to nuike the offer to Theodose in my presence. But
tr :!v your backers are pirates. One does not bleed people in
iti.;! manner. Another thing, I have not, like you, a fund
Uf)"n which I can retire."



1

!
i' I

• 1

r (

' "

lOfl Tnr: :MrDDT.E classes

'"See hero, mv ponr frioiid, how 1 rcasoiipd ; I said to my-

self: 'This jroiid l)ut(ic'(i is Immiilj pivsscil for tho hist pay-

niont on his dllicc; he will lind cnoii^.di to pay it otT at one

stroke; events liave siiown that iiiieertairities exist about the

coiiiproniisin;,' of hi Peyrade ; here's eash down, on the naih'

The l)ar;,Miii ain"t so had, I'ither."

"All the same, it's a h>^s (.f two-fifths."

"You just spoke <if ( niuinissiniis. I foresee a means of get-

ting one foryoii. I r you wiil agree to fight this Colleville aiTair

to the end, and take a role tlie e.xaet opposite of that whi<h

you have hitherto piayul, 1 don't fear but what I can obtain

you a round twenty thousand franes."

"Then you think this new proposal may not be acceptable

to la Peyrade. that he will resist? Ts it then some heiress

from whotn the raseal has already had something?''

"All tliat 1 can say is that fnr the result of the game we

must wait the drawing."

"I ask nothing better than to draw in your sense, and to

make myself dislikec' by la Peyrade. Hut five thousand

franes! Think of it I It is too much to lose."

At this moment the door opened and the other guest

arrived. "Vou may serve dinner," said Cerizet to the at-

tendant ; "we expeet no one else."

They could see tliat Theodose had begun to take his Hight

toward higher soeial spheres; elegance had become his con-

stant ani!)ition. He had Tuade an evening toilet, dress suit

and patent-leather shocks, while the other two received him in

loose coats and muddy boots.

"Gentlemen," said he, "I think I am somewhat late, but

that devil of a Thuillier, with the pamphlet 1 am eoneoetmg

for him, is one of the most intolerable of human beings. I

was so unfortunate as to ar ange to revise tlie proofs with hir

;

at each paragraph we had a fight: 'Wliat 1 ilon't under-

stand, " lie kept saying, 'the public can't understand, either.

I'm not a man of h'tters, but I am a practical man;" and it

was the same battle over every sentence. I thought this

seance would never come to an end."
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"What would you, my dear?" t-aid r)utoc(i ; "wlien a man
u.'iits to get tluTf lu' must have souic couragL"; once the mar-
r;;i,u't' is made you can hohl up your head."
nh ! yt'.s" said hi Pryradc, "ril raise it ; for since you have

;.'iwn me this bread of bitterness,, I've become iieartily tired of
It

"

"Cerizot," said Dutocii, "has to-day some more succulent
f I'll to place before you.""

I'or the time being nothing more was said ; they liad to do
ju^tice to the goodly cheer ordered for them by ('eriz"t, the
jin.-pective first tenant, and with reminiscences of ha])pier
tunes. As usual in these business dinners, wliert' each one is

].r.'()ccupied with the business wiiicli has Ijrought them to-

pther, affecting, however, to be indillVrenl for fear of com-
Miiinising hi.- advantages or of -Appearing too imager, the con-
vr-ation for -'Mne time was on general subjects. It was not
liMii dessert \Na^ served that Cerizet decided to ask la Peyrade
"l.at resolutifin had been come to in reference to the lease.

•Xothing, my dear," replied la Peyrade.
•How, nothing? I left you time enough to decide in."'

'.\nd, in fact, something is decided; there will be no first

:• naiit, Mademoiselle Rrigitte will herself sub-let the house."
"That's a different story." said Cerizet. with a lordly air.

•.\!!er your promise to me, I avow that I did not e.xpect such
a ri>ult as this.""

"Wiiat could I do, my dear fellow? I nnide my promise
si;lij.-ct to contingencies; 1 wasn't able to give another turn
h> the business. In her (piality as master-woman and sample
"I pirpetual motion, Madeiiioi.^elle Thuillier has reflected that
^'

• might as well undertake the task of managing the i)rop-
'V. and pocketing the profits herself that you intended mak-
i-- 1 put in all I could aliout the annoyances, inconveniences,
i'liii .<o forth, but 'Bah! rubbish I" she replied; it will stir my
'

'
"d and be good for my healtli.'

""

i'.ui this is pitiablo," said Cerizet; "the poor old maid
'' .1 not know where she i^^ ; she doesn't know what it means
t'l

;:• t tenants from top to bottom."'
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"I u=o(l nil tlinsf arguments,"" rcplit'd la IVyrade, "])\\t

only to strengthen her resi)lution. There you are, my deiir

democrats, you foniented the revolution of "S!> ;
you thought

it an cxei'llent .speculation to di'throne tlie nobles by the

bourgeoisie; it ends in yourselves being elbowed out. It

seems like a paradox, hut you've found out now that the

peasant carTt be foreeil dnwn and kept under like the noble.

The aristocracy had a care for its dignity; it prohibited

itself a host of ]H'tty details, even of learning to write; it

found itself dependent on a host <d' {)lebeian servitors to whnm
it confided three-fourth of the anions id' their lives. That

was the reign of the overseers, of intelligent and shrewd clerks,

through whose hands pas.-cd all tlie interests of the great

families, and who although undeserving of the despieai)le repu-

tation given to tiieni. still by the incre force of circumstances,

onriehc'' themselves from the jiarings of the splendid fortunes

they adii.inistered. Hut to-day utilitarian theories rule: 'We

are never so well serve(l as by our.-elves.' "It"s not disgraceful

to know one's own business ;' and a thousand other middle-class

proverbs, which have done away witli the need of intermedia-

ries. Why should not Hrigitte 'i'hnillier liave the right to

manage her house, when dukes and peers of France go per-

sonally to the -bourse, when these ^ame piTsons sign their

own leases, and read them first, and discuss every point with

the notary at his own place,—one whom they formerly con-

temptuously called a scrivener?"

During this tirade of la Teyrade. C'erizet had had time to

recover from the staggering blow lie had nM'cived, aiul skilfully

turned the conversation to the other nuitter which he liad

undertaken to manage.

'"What you Iiave just been saying to us, my dear fellow,"

said he carelessly, "is very clever, but it seems to me to denmn-

strate clearly that we are not getting ahead, and that you an^

not oil such a footing of intimacy with .Mile. Thuillier as

you would have us !)elieve. 1 liegin to think that the juarriage

is far from being so settled a matter as Uutocq and myself

fancied."
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"Without donht," replied la Pevrade. "fhoro aro yet ?oTno
'ireful touches to he ^'iven to our .«keteh hefore it is'finished.
I'iit I thiuk it noar.s completion."'

•i-or my part, I am of the contrary opinion; you have lost
frrouiui, and tiie reason is simple; you have done an immense
- lyiee to these i)eople. and they will never for^'ive yiu for

••Well, wait and see," said la IVyrade; "1 hold them by
more than one strinir."

•'xN'ot at all. You thought to do wonders by loading thorn
with favors, and now thi'y can do without youthev will tread
}>m under foot. The human heart, espeeiallv that of the
middle classes, is constructed in that way. 'it is not bo-
f:r.ise in this case 1 get the rebound of the blow which I feel
vmu are going to reci ive. If 1 were in your place 1 should not
• onsidor myself on .solid ground, and 'if some other opening
I'lv-ented itself

•*

•What
:
because I couldn't get you the lease, must 1 throw

'li'' handle after the axe!'"

I repeat to you," said Cerizet. "that I'm not looking at
It from the side of my own interests; but as you liavi' doul)t-
If-^s and truly tried your very best to promote tliem. I think
tiiat the way in which you have been pushed aside is a dis-
'I'li-'ting symptom. It is this which leads me to .^peak of
viinething which I should not otherwise have mentioned; for
I I'clieve that when one has an object in view, he should march
- raight to the point, looking neither before nor behind, or
ii!. wing himself to be diverted by any other as[)iration.'"

"

'Ah! ca!" said la Peyrade, "what does all this talk amount
1 .' Have you something to propose to me? What will
II I'ost:-'''

••My dear fellow." replied Cerizet. ignoring this imper-
''ifnce. "yourself shall judg.' of the value of fmdinir a voung
^>"iiian. well brought up. adorned with beautv an.l talent, a
'!'«rv equivalent at the least to that of Celeste in her own
T'LTiit. plus one hundred thousand francs in diamonds (as Mile.
< "rges says on her posters in the province-), and—what
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shoulii especially attract an aiiihitinus tcinporamont—the dis-

posal (if a political position in I'avor of licr liushand."'

"And this treasure yon liave in your hand?" asked la

Peyrade. with an incredulous air.

"Hetter than that, I am authori/ied to make you the offer;

I may even say that I am ehar^'ed so to do."

"My friend, either you arc inoekin^r nie, or, as I sup-

pose, this pluenix ha-; some prohil)itory defect."

"1 ackno\vl(Hl.^e." said Cerizet, "that there exists one slight

defect, hut not on the score of family, for to tell the truth, she

has none."

"Ah !" said la I'eyrade, "of course, a natural child—what

hesides 'r""

"Kesidos? Uell, she is not so younj:^ as to wear the hood

of St. Catherine; she is, say, aixuit twenty-nine; i)Ut an

elderly girl can he imagined into a young widow—nothing

easier."

"And is that all tiie venom?"
"Yes, all that is irrcparaliie."

"What do you mean t»y that ? A case of rhinoplasty?"

This so pertinent word, as addressed to Cerizet, was given

with an aggressive air; this manner, indeed, had heen notice-

able throughout the dinner, even in thi' conversation of the

barrister. But it was not to the purpose of the negotiator

to resent it.

"Xo," he responded ; "we have as good a nose as feet

and waist ; hut we might jierhaps have a touch of hysteria."

"Very good!" said la I'eyrade, "and as from hysteria to

insanity there is but a step
"

"Well, yes," eag(>rly interrupted Cerizet; "sorrows have

left Dur brain slightly derangeil, hut the doctors, after a care-

ful diagnosis, say that after iK'aring a first child not the least

trace of this trouble will remain."

"I willingly admit that Messieurs the Doctors are absolutely

infallible." replied the barrister; "bnt. in spite of your dis-

couragements, yon must excuse me if T still continue to ad-

dress Mademoi.selle Colleville. It is perhaps ridiculous to

'ij.
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r.vow this, but tlio fact is that I am gradually falling in love
Ml that little girl. It is not that nho is very hrautiful, or

t; at the glamour of her dowry has onaiiiored nic, hut in that
•
hid is an innocent mind joined to sound sense; and, what to

III. mind is of more eonsecjuenee, slie pi.ssesst's a sincere and
>-'! piety. I believe a husband will be happy with her."

•"les." said (erizet, who, having been on the stage, may
'>'!! have reinend)ere(l ^roliere's: "Your hymen shall be
-ir. |hm1 in sweetness and joy."

Ttiis allusion to Tartutfe'was keenly felt by la Peyrade, who
li-ily retorted:

•The contact of innocence will disinfect me of the vile
(I'tiiliany 1 have kept for so long a time."
•And you will pay your acceptances, which I urge you to

'! .wthout delay," said Cerizet. "Dutocq h<Te was just say-
in- that he would like to see the color of vour monev."

•I ''. oh, not at all," said Dutocq; "I think, on the" contrary,
our friend is perfectly right in his delay."
-Well, for mys^'lf," said la JVvrade, "'l am fpiitc of Cerizefs

'1'i!ii"n: I hold that the less the debt is honestly due, and
tti. n l.,re the more insecure, the sooner should one free himself
liy paying it."

"Hut, my dear la Peyrade," said Dutocq, "you speak verv
liiti.rly."

1
J I J

1 'rawing from his pocket a portfolio, la Peyrade said:
•'Have you the acceptances with you, Dutocq?"
•'laith, no, dear fellow," said 'the clerk; "I don't carry

tli.rii around; besides, they are in Cerizet "s hands."
••Well," said the barrister, as he aro.se, "whenever you bring

th' !., to my otfice, the cash is ready. Cerizet can tell you
fni. thing about that."

"Whiit
! are you leaving us without waiting for coffee?" said

th' usurer, much amazed.
""ies; at eight o'clock I have an arbitration case. Besides,

-i lia< been said; you havcn"t got the lease, but you have
j.'"!' n your twenty-five thousand francs, and Dutocq can have
! - whenever he likes to present his acceptances at my otfice;
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I don't soo nnvtliirif: tliat slimild prevent me poing about my

()\vr\ alFairs, ilietcfure 1 jpveyou a cordial good-day."

"Dear iiic
!" said Cerizet, as la IVyrade weut out, "this

means a rupture."'

".•\nd crnpliasized pointedly at that." remarked Dutneq.

"Willi wtial an air lie produced iiis portfolio !"

-Hut where the devil did he get his money?" asked the

usurer.

'•\o douht," replied the clerk, ironically, "whence he got

that with which he paid olT in full your acceptances on which

you made sih ii a sacrifice."

"Mv good Dutocq." said Cerizet. "I will explain to you the

eir(iiiii>tanres under which 'hat insolent fellow got out of my

clut(lie>: and you shall se. then that he actually stole fifteen

thousand francs from me."

''I'ofsihiy ; hut you, my amiahle clerk, wished to get ton

thousand out of me."

"Xot at all. I was very positively instructed to buy up

vour aeceittanccs; vou will recollect that 1 had risen to twcntv

thousand when he came in."

"All right, when we leave here we'll go to your house for

those notes; I mean tu give him the chance to pay me while

his humor is hot."

"(,»iiito correct ; for I can tell you right here that there

will very soon he an upset in his life."

"Tlii'n you were really serious about that crazy girl marry-

ing him. I must say that in his place, with his affairs looking

so piomisiiig. 1 should have adopted the same course; Ninas

and Ophelias are very interesting on the stage, but in our

household.'^
"

"In the households, when they bring a dowry, we become

their guardian," replied the sententious Cerizet. "Keally

we get a fortune and not a wife."

".Ml !" said Dutotcj, "that is one way of looking at it."

"Let's have our eolfcp elsewhere," said Cerizet. "This

dinner has etukd so tlatly that I want to get out of this room.

I can't breathe in it." lie rang for the waiter. "The bill?"

said he.
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"But. m'sieur, it is paid."

"I'aid ! and by wIkjiii?"

'•My the gentleman who just left."

"Hut this is inconceivable," cried C^rizet. "I order the
dinner, and you permit a stranj^er to pay for it

!"

-I had nothing to do with it, mVitnir. This gentleman
inid the lady at the desk. Slu- must have believed that it

»a^ all understood. It is not so common to find people dis-
puting the right to pay bills."

Well, it's all right," said Cerizet, dismis.sing the boy.
•Won't the gentlenini have colFee," said the hitter, "be-

f-n leaving? It's paid for."

"An excellent reason for refusing it," answered Cerizet
iin-rrily. "It is really inconceivable that in a house like this
?:;< ii a blunder should be allowed. What do vou think of such
itiipertinence?" he bitterly added, when the waiter had gone.
•I'shaw! it's only a schoolboy's dodge to show that he has

in-ney in his pocket, which is something new to him."
-Vo. no. that's not it at all." said (Vrizet, taking his hat;

"it was his way of emphasizing the rupture. 'I will not even
"\\i- a dinner to you' is what he says."

"In fact, my dear fellow." said Dutocq, when they were
g-iiig down stairs, "this dinner was given for the purpose of
crltbrating your instalment as principal tenant. He could
iici procure the lease for you, and I imagine his conscience
troubled him at the idea of allowing you to pay for a dinner
wliuh, lik my notes, would be an obligation without con-
M'lcration."'

''.'rizet took no notice of this malicious explanation. They
IV. IV in front of the desk presided over by the lady who had
p<rn!itted the inopportune payment, and to preserve his
'iiu'iiity the money-lender felt obliged to sav somethinir.

Hutocq was the guide to a low cafe "in the I^a.^jage du
S.iunion. where Cerizet soon recovered his good hunior; like a
f'^h who had been out of water r. turiu'd to bis nativ(> element.
>' I'crizet had become so degr.Hled that he felt ill at ease
m irood society resorts. In this vulgar place a game of pool
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WHS iH'in;: pl.ivi'd. Nnw Crnzct enjoyed tlie reputatiim in tli''

e.-taiilishnieiit "f iieiiiji a ^kilt'\ll pl.iyer. ami he was eiilreaiii

to take a cue. In llie parlance of llie plai e lie "l»»ii«;ln

a ball"; that i>, <>iio of the players Hold liiin hifi turn ami

Bcoro. l)iito(ii jirofited liv this arran^'enietit, to take liiiii-e!f

off under pretence of j^oinj,' to in<piire al>ont a >iek friend.

Soon after, in his shirt-r-Ieevo. a pipe hetwecn his teetii.

r«'rizei made a masterly stroke wliiili evoked tumults of ap-

plause, lie looked triumpliaiuly ar Muid. ^'raciou^ly receiv-

ing the admiration <pf the ;,'ods, wlieii his eyes ali^dited on :i

terrible kill-joy. Standiu;: amon^'st the spectators, lookiiiL;

over his hand re.-ting on his cane, du I'ortail was watihinjj

him. I'erixet reildened, jo-t his presence of mind, made a few-

bad strokes, and was soon out of the game. .\s lu' wa.s

;,'loomily donning his coat ''u I'ortail brushed by him:

"Hue Mont mart re, at tin end of the court," said he ii,

low voice.

When Ihey met Cerizet had the j)oor taste to try to e.xplair,

why be was fouiul in su( h disreputable company.

"But," said du I'ortail, "to R.'e you there I had also to h<'

there myself."

"That i.s true," rejilied the usurer; "I wa? astonished to

find a (piiet inhabitant of the St. Sulpice quarter there."

"That proves to you," retorted the other, in a tone which

effectually cut off curious (pu-stioniiig, "that 1 am in the habil

of going everywhere, and my lucky star usually leads nie to

those whom I wish to meet. I was thinking of you when

you came in. Well, what have you done?"

"Nothing worth while. After playing me a trick deserv-

ing the gallows, and depriving me of a nuignificent opening in

business, our man rejected the overtures with the greatest dis-

dain. There is no hope of buying up Dutocifs notes. La

I'evrade st'enu'd to have jdenty of money, for he wished to

take up his notes at once, and to-morrow morning certainly lu>

will be free."

"Then does he regard his marriage with the demoiselle

CoUeville as a settled thing?"
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'•N'ot only th;it. Imt ln' |>rflfii.l.'«l tli:it it is a lovo-rMiitch.

!! trit'd to |M^^lliMll inr nf ilmt liy a loii;.'. tin'smin' tirMilc"

\'(TV well." ^aMl .111 I'nrtail. tl.sirini: to ,-liuw that u\><>n

i-iiiii lie ton cMiiM >|i('ak the jarir"" of ilu- \viti(->lio[)(i.

! rrrtfz !,'s fnn.i" ">\<> lint inuililr yoiirsflf any furtliur"—"I

II tal;(' char^'i' '>( the ^.'intlciiiaii. Only (i.mh' ami sw me

mnrfc .•. am! trll iin' aliniit the family In- pnipn.-o to I'litor.

I 111 have failed m uiir tliiii;.'. Never luiml. 1 sliall have

•iirr inatttTs for you.""

A- he (-poke he jiaih il a pascintr hack, iiotlileil to ("t'Tizet,

' 111 ami toM the man to drive to the l{iie lloiiore-Chevalior.

A- he walked d..un the i{ue Montmartre, to re;,'ain the

i 'rapade 'piartcr. t 'erizet pnz/.led his hrain in giies.-iii^^ what

Mi;it little ohl man, with <urt speech, imiHTious manners, and

^1 tone that seemed to cast a sju^ll as stronj,' as a ^'rapplin;,'-

: '11 over a person, could he; why. too, should a man like

• nil conio such a distance to spend his eveninj,', opeeially in

h a place, where he must assureilly he out of his flenient ?

n liad just reaclii'd the Market wlien he was rudely aroused

:: ni his meditation hy a rou<;h fhake ami a punch in his

1 k. He turned hastily around, and fi>uml himself face to

!-,(• with Mine. Cardinal. There was notliing siiriirisirifi in

iliis meeting, however, for she came to this noighltorhood

. .' rv morning to lay in lur stock in trade.

Since the evening in the Hue lloiiore-Chevalier, notwith-

- Hiding the clemency of whicii ^he had been the suliject, the

. Tihy woman had not thought it advisable to jiay more than

rt visits to her own abode, and for two ilays she had

-i'wned in the li'.pior shops called dibits de consolation (li-

-ed consolers) the grief of her discomfiture.

U ith thickened speech and face atlame:

Well. pa[ia." said she to Cerizel, "how did you come on

vMih the little old man?""

"l gave him to understand in a few words." replied the

; 'Mev-lender. '"that so far as 1 was concerned it was all a

! -take, ^ou, my poor Madame Cardinal, behaved in this

. .iir with unpardonable heedlessuesfi ; why should you ask
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mo to ap?ist yoti in ^'(tting your umdo's inhoritanoo when it

lias for a loii;: liiiu' lucii manifest tliat he had a natural
daiij,4iter to wliom he had left all bv will ? That little old man
who interni[ited you iti your ridiculous attempt to secure an
amieij)atod iidieritance, is no other than the guardian of the

heiress."

"Ah I so he is a guardian," said la Cardinal. "Xice people
these guanlians are! To talk as he did to a wonum of mv
age. only because she wanted to find out if her uncle hail

anything to l-ave ! .And then to talk to me, me ! of the police!

1ft- horrible, it's (Irt/nsfalliKj
!"

"Come !" said Cerizet, "you shouldn't complain; you got of!

ver\' well, Marimiy ("ardinal."

"Well, and you, you who broke the locks and said you
would accept the dianumds under the pretence of marrying my
daughter. As if she wanted you, my daughter, my legitimate

daughter, as she is. 'Xever, my mother," said she to me; 'I

will never give my heart to a man with half a nose, like his.'
"

"So you've found her, then?"
"Only last evening; she has left her drunken actor, and is

now, I flatter my.^elf, in a splendid position, eating from silver,

has a c'oach hired by the month, and is much esteemed by a

barrister who would marry her off the reel, but he has to

wait for the death of his parents; for his father happens to

be mayor, and the government would be against it."

"My worthy woman," said Cerizet, "what the devil are

you gabbling about? 'It happens that his father is his

mother* '
"

"What stuff! ^fayor of his arrondissement, the eleventh,

Monsieur Minard. a retired cocoa-dealer, enormously rich."

"Oh! very good. I know him. And you say that Olympe
is living with liis son ?"

"Well, ilial is to say, not living together, for that makes
talk, altluuigh he visits her only with a good motive; he lives

at home with his father, but he ha.s bought their furniture and
it is housed with my daughter in lodgings on the Chaussee-
dWntiii; stylish (juarter, ain't it?"

Parct (jue le pfre ,«« trouie etre maire: m*rf—mother; moire—mayor.

i^i
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'•That seems to iiio viry well arranged," said Cerizet, "and
-i!!(f Heaven evidently had not destined us for each

••Yes, that is how it stands ; and T believe that this child will
ii. :i great comfort to me in the end. By the way, there ia

^Hiiiething I wish to consult you about."
••What is it?"

'•It's this: since my daughter's in luck, I ought not to go
nii crying fish up and down the streets; and then I find my-
-iir disinherited by my uncle; it seems to me, therefore, that
i vr a right to a rlcniciiiari/ allowance."

••You dream, my poor woman. Your daughter is a minor;
It's you should be feeding her; she ought not to support you."
Then," said Mnie. Cardinal, becoming excited, "thatWans

that those who have nothing must give to those who have
i'iiity. That's a {)roper sort of a law; it's as bad as your
.'laniians who prate about sending for the police. Well, yes,
i il like to see 'em send for the police ! Let them guillotine me

!

It won't stop me saying that the rich are all swindlers; it's

aUait time the people de another revolution for their
n^jlitful rights, my boy. You, my daughter, the barrister
Minard, and that little old guardian, ' you, you would all be
li'iiie away with."

Seeing that his ex-mother-in-law had worked herself up to a
dvisrec of exaltation that was very annoying, Cerizet abruptly
I» ft her, but oven then she sent her epithets after him for a
iiiiiidred feet or more; but he promised himself the pleasure
••{ ijetting even with her the next time she came to the bank in
t'l. Rue des Poules to ask for an "easy let down."

A.- he noared hi.s house, Cerizet, who was anything but
tirave, felt an emotion of fear; he noticed a figure ambushed
!\ Ills door which as he approached nearer moved out to meet
ii.iii; happily it was none other than Dutocq. lie had come
i'lr his acceptances. Cerizet returned them, with some ill-

li'iiior
; he complained of the distrust implied by a visit at that

uiiiinielv hour. Dutctocq paid no attention to his touchy sus-
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ceptil.ilities; and the next morning ho prcsonted himself
to la Pcyradf, who paid him to the la.-^t son ; and to some senti-
mental pluMM's which Dntocq uitcnd when he had the money
in his pocket, lie replied with marked eohlness. Everything
in his outward appearance resemhied the attitude of a slave
who has jiisi hroken his cliains, and who does not propose to

make any \fry Christian use of his iiherty.

As he conductid his creditor to ilie door he found himself
face to face witji a woman dressed as a servant, who was just
about to ring the hell. She seemed to be known to Dutoeq,
for he said

:

"Ah! little motlier: .so you feel the necessity of consulting
a barrister? You are riglit ; at the family council some serious
charges were lironght against you."
"Thank (iod! I have ik, fear of any (me; I can walk with

my head erect," answered the woman.
"So much the better." said the justice's clerk, "so much

the better; but you will ])rol)ably .soon be brought before
the judge who has charge of the matter. However, you are
in good hands, and our friend la IVyrado will give you the
necessary advice."

"Monsieur is mistaken," replied the servant. "It is not
for the reason he imagines that 1 have come to consult Mon-
sieur Advocate."

"Well, be careful, my dear lady, for I tell you that when
you get before the judge who is to inipiire in'to the matter,
you'll be finely pulled to pieces. The relatives are furious
against you

; they can't get the idea out of their heads that you
have become very rich."

While speaking, Dutocq Ixid his eye on Theodose, who
avoided his gaze, and requested his client to enter.

This is what had taken place the day before between this

woman and la I'eyrade.

It will be rememl)ired that la Peyrade was in the habit of
attending the first mass in his parish church. For some time
he had found himself the object of particular attention on the
part of the woman who had just entered his house, and who,
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;:.- the flaying goes, like Dorino in "Tartuirp," had taken care

I') attend regularly iit '"liis exaet lioiir" ; those singidar pro-
it (lings had enllJarra^^ie(i him considerably.

An affair of the heart? This explanation scarcely com-
[iiTtcd with the saintly maturity of a person wearing the

iilam cap, known in the ([uarter as a jansenistc, the nun-
\;kf covering for the hair that distinguished the female vota-
rii s of that sect.

In other respects she was neatly, almost richly dressed, and
nil lier neck she wore a gold cross susj)ended by a black velvet
ril'bon, which excluded the idea of a timid and hesitating
iiiiridicity which needed all this delay to embolden her to
>i- 1 iare her errand.

On the morning of the day on which the dinner was to

t.ikc j)lace at the Ruclicr dc Cancale, la I'eyrade, tired of a
iiiv-tery which had ended by becoming a matter of preoc-
r!i[>ation to him, and seeing that this enigma in the round
in net was disposed to speak to him, had gone to her, and
i-kcd her if she had any request to ir.ake of liim.

"-Monsieur,"' she replied in a mystical voice, ''is I believe
the celebrated Monsieur de la Peyrade, the advocate of the

"I am la Peyrade; and I have at times been able to be of
MTvice to the p tor of this (juarter."'

Such was the hesitating modesty of the Proven(,'al, who at
tlii> moment was not the type of his countrymen.
•If you would listen to and grant me a consultation, mou-

^'' ur.'"

"This is not a fitting place,"' replied la Peyrade, "for a
I nference. It would seem that you have something ini-

I'^nant to say to me. for you have been hovering about me for
i-"iiie time. I live near here, Kue Saint-Dominiiiue d'Enfer;
ii vou will take the trouble to come to mv olllce

"'

"It will rot trouble monsieur?"'

"Xot the least in the world; my business is to attend ray
clients.''

"At what hour, for I would not disturb monsieur?"
14

I;

i
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"Whcnevor you please; I shall he home all the morning."
"Then I will hear another mass and take the communion:

I am too agitated just now. I will he at monsieur's house at
eight o'clock, if that hour won't be inconvenient."

"Not in the least," said la Peyrade; "and there is no need
of so much ceremony." he added, with a shade of impatience.

Perhaps in this slight touch of ill-humor, there entered a
little professional jealousy, for evidently he had to do with a
combatant capable of giving him points.

At the hour named, not one minute before or past, the
pious woman rang the bell, but the barrister had some ditli-

culty in getting her to Le seated and to state her case. Then
that delaying little cough, so often used in like eases, seized
her, but at last she touched the object of her visit.

'•Tliis is it," said she, "whether monsieur would bo so
kind as to let uk; know if it is true that a very charitable
man has given a fund as a reward to servants who have faith-
fully served their mast, rs?"

"There is this to say, ' replied la Peyrade, "that Monsieur
de Montyon founded a jjrize of virtue which, in fact, has
often been awarded to zealous and exemplary servants; but
good conduct only is not enough, there must be some act of
high devotion and a truly Christian abnegation."

"Religion," rei)lied the pious woman, "enjoins humility,
and so I cannot jjraise myself; but for twenty years I have
been in the servi.e of an old man, dull in the extreme, a
savant, who has eaten up all his substance by inventing
things, and whom I have bven obliged to feed and clothe; so
some people think I am not unworthv of obtaining the
prize."

"That is, in fact, the condition under which the Academy
chooses its candidates," replied la Peyrade. "What is your
master's name?"
"He has no other na.ne but Father Picot in our quarter,

where he often apjuuirs dressed as if for a carnival, which at-
tracts a crowd of .hildren around him. who all cry out,
'Good-day, Father Picot! Good-day, Father Picot!' But he
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lii^ IK) consideration for his dignity. lie is ontirely lost in
h;- rwn ideas; and it is useless for me to spoil mv temper in
.nuking some nice hit for him, for if you were 'to ask him
what he had for dinner lie would not rcmemher. He is a very

i!)Ie man, however, and has turned out some very fine

;

I'lis. Monsieur may perhaps know young I'hellion, a pro-
f. >M)r in the College Saint-Louis, who verv often visits us."
'is your master a mathematician?"
•Ves, monsieur; mathematics has ruined him. He has

!nM himself in a jumhle of ideas, which seem to have no
(HMimon sense, after having spoiled his evesight in the ob-
.-iTvatory near by, where he was employed for years."
"Well," said la Peyrade, "let me have the testimony prov-

i!iL' your devotion to this old man, and I will prepare a peti-
i:m to the Academy and have it presented."
-Monsieur is very good," said the pious woman; "if he

>v-uld allow me to speak of a little difficulty "

•What is that ?"

"They teli me, monsieur, that the prizt> can only be won
ii\ a very poor person."

"Not exactly so; still, the Academy does in effect try to
•
li'M>se people in straitened circumstances and who have made

-i' rifices beyond their means."
••Sacrifices

!
I flatter myself that I have made them ; all

mv little heritage from my parents has gone in keeping him,
!i'l. besidt.s for fifteen years I had not a sou of wages,'

«in<h, at three hundred francs a year and compound interest^
« Hid make a right pretty sum, as monsieur will allow."
At the words compound interest, which was evidence of a

-rhiin degree of cultured financial experience, la Peyrade
i" >k(d upon this Antigone with more attention.
•in short," said he, "this dillicultv of yours "

Monsieur," the pious one replied, "will not deem it

'^'}'- tionable that a very rich uncle of mine has died in Emr-
^;i:: I and left me twenty-five thon.sand francs; one, too, that
hif': done nothing for his family before?'"

•Assuredly there is nothing in that but what is right and
pr .prrly logal/' said the barrister.

1
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"And vot, nioiisioiir, T havo tliouglit tliat it might projudi.u
mo in the cvi s nf tho judges."

"Possihly ; hocaupc as yo\i aro now in easy circnnistancp?,

the s;acrifi({'s yon doubtle>s propose to continue miglit be cori-

f^idercd Ic.-s ineritorioii;;."

'"Certainly I shall never al)andon tlie poor man, in spite of

his faults; and yet the small inlierilauce 1 have just received

mi;;Iil lie ill great danger from him."
'"How is thai r" asked la Peyrade, curiously.

"Eh I monsieur, if he only got wind of that money, it

would go at one mouthful; liis invention of perpetual motion
ami the like has alrt'ady ruined him and me."
"Then you would have the knowledge withheld from the

Academy and master, both?"

'ilow (leer monsieur is; he fully understands at once,"

said the religious woman, smiling.

".\nd what do y(ni want to do with the money?" asked
the barrister. "Vou want to get it out of your hands?"

"For fear that the master might swoop down upon it,

certainly. How well monsi(mr understands; now, if it was
at interest, I could get him a few delicacies now and again;
that"s why I should like it to bear interest."

"And as high as possil)le, eh ?" said the barrister.

"Dame! \q<, live or six jut cent."

"Then it was about both these things that you wished to

consult me?"
"Monsieur is so kind, so charitable, so encouraging."
"After a few inquiries the petition can easily be drawn; but

to invest with sccuritv ami secrecv, both, is rather more diffi-

cult."

"Ah ! if I onlv dared," said she.

"What?" said la Peyrade.

"Monsieur understands me."
"I ? not the least idea in the world."

"I have prayed well this hour past that monsieur might
take charge of this money; I should be sure of its safety and
of nothing being said about it."
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T.M Poyradp rocoiv.'d at this m..nioiit tlio fniit of hi? farce of
l--"tinii to flio nm'ssitous class. Th,. chorus of porter.'
" -s in the .,nart.T, huuhu^ hi,,, t,, ,h,. skies, had alone
I'.- II al.lo to inspire this ,l<.„i,.stic with such unhoundod con-
'•'!' '^"' "1 him. H,. thought of ihitoc.,, and (irniiv holieved
'•

!
tins woman ha.l Imv,, waited to him hv JVovidence.

l;ut the more lie h.nj:,..! i., profit hv this opportunity to se-
'
n. hi> mdcprndence, the m..,L- need !,. f.-lt of app..aVinL' to

v-l,l tu the project against his will ; and his ohjoctions were

Indeed, he had no preat faith in the character of his client
;ii: I did not care, as (ho pn.v.Th has it. t.. "roh I'.-tor to pay
iM'il. —to suhstitute f.,r a .•red,t(,r. who. after all. was his
a. -inplice, a shivwd wun,ai, « !,„ ,n,ol„ at anv moment he-
<"<>' e.xactni- and in h.-r impatieiuv to get hack her nmiu'V
ii.;iK. an outcry that w.m.M injuiv h,s reputation. He de-
<•••'. therefore, to stake all on the "•anie
•Mv <lear lady/' .siid ho to his [mous elient, "I am in no

''•'i "t money; and I am not ruii enou-h t.. pav vou interest
"!' I'^enty-five thousand francs without inve.tm.r it Ml I
('"i''l 'lo would he to put it, in my name, in the hands .if the
t^i'iary Dupuis. a pious man whom vou ,nav see everv Sun-
dae on the wardens' bench in our parish ch.inh. Xutaries
.^'N know, give no receijit ; theirfore I cannot give vou'
'

•
I can but leave a note among my papers, which will

'- ' "ind at my death, showing the transaction. Vou see it is
a -nlidential business

; it is only done to oblige a pious and de-
*••-. person who posses.ses charitable sentiments."'

"11 monsieur can find no other way "
•

i liat is the only one that seems possible." said la Pevrade
il -ver 1 don t know but what 1 ca-i get vou six pei- cent

iiH'l I will see that the interest is paid promptlv. Onlv it
'M-i

!
be from six nu.ntlis to a year before the notarv could

r'pay the principle, because the funds which notaries u<uallv
^a.v on mortgages are tied up for a longer .,r >horter time.•N|^ when you shall have gained the prize f..r virtue,-which
J ^-J^^^ll probably be able to obtain for vou,—as vou will no
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longer need to hide tlic fact of your littlo fortuno, although

it may 1)0 for your iiitcrctit to do so to-day,— I miifit warn

you that in case of any indiseretion, your money will he at

once returned to you, and I shall not liesitate to state openly

the manner in wliich you hid your inheritance from the ma-tiT

for whom you professed the most ahsolute devotion. This.

you perceive, W(uil(l represent you as a hypocrite, and woiijil

greatly injure your reputation as a 'saint.' "

"Oh! monsieur, think you that I am a woman who would

talk about wliat she should keep silent?"

"Mon Dii'ii! My dear lady, we must provide against

everything in such a business. Money end)roils the best of

friends, and leads to results which one would least have fore-

seen. Take time to think it over. Come again in a day

or two, I may evolve another plan ; I confess this does not

please me over-well : I may think of other difliculties that have

escaped tny notice."

This adroit menace thrown in clinched the business.

"I have reflected," said the devotee; "with a man so re-

ligious as yourself, monsieur, one can run no risk."

And, taking from the bosom of her dress a little pocket-

book, she drew out twenty-five bank-bills. Her manner of

counting them, the dexterity she showed, was to la Peyrade a

revelation. The woman was well accustomed to handling

money, and a singular idea struck him.

"Suppose that I am receiving stolen N'o." said he;

"in order to draw up your petition to the Academy I niujt

make a few inquiries, so in the ordinary course of things 1 will

wait on you presently. At what hour will you be alone?"

"On the stroke of four, monsieur goes for a promenade to

the Luxembourg."

"And where do vou live?''

"Xo. 9 Rue du'Val-de-Urace."

"Well, then, four o'clock; if, as i believe is likely, I find

all is right, then I can take your money. Otherwise, if we

give up the idea of getting your prize of virtue, vou will

have no further motive in concealing the fact of your inherit-

\

i
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anro. Then you can invest it under more ordinary conditions
tiiaii tli().«o I was (il)lij,'c(l to propose to you."

••Oil! monsi.'ur is prudent," said the devoteo. who had
tli'.M^'ht the matter settled. -'This money, thank (iod. I have
ri.-t stolen, and monsieur can inquire ahout me in the (piarter."

••That is just what I shall Ik- eonipelit'd to do," said la JVv-
r;i.|.'. dryly, for he did not .juite like, under the e.xterior of
-implicity, that lively intelligence which penetrated his every
tliuu^'ht.

"I'nzes for virtue are not piven on hearsay; and without
I unj: a thief, one may not be a Sister of Charity. There is
;i uide range between the two extremes."

•As monsieur pleases." said the devotee; "you are doing
iih' too great a service to complain of your precautions."
And. after an unctious .salutation, she went out, carrying

lur money with her.

The (ievil!" thought la Peyrade, "that woman is stronger
t!i,in I am; she swallows an affront with a gratified air and
"ithout the shadow of a grimace. I have not yet acquired
(•lirh control over myself."

lie was afraid he had been too timorous, and thought that
li^ client miglit change her mind before he saw her.

I'.iit the evil was done; and although somewhat disturbed
1--I he had allowed a good chanco to escape him, he would
iMvy sacrificed a leg rather than yield to the temptation
f loreshorten by a minute the time set for the interview.

The information he gathered in the quarter was contradic-
I n

:
some gave his client the name of saint, others presented

!! as a very cunning, artful woman; but, summing all up,
tli'rv was nothing that inculpated her morality such as
v-.iild deter la Peyrade from accepting the good fortune that
.-111' offered him.

At four o'clock he found her of the same mind. The money
1'! his pocket, he went to the Rochrr dp Canralc. and perhaps
1? H-.i? the day's excitement that had caused him to assume the
!

''ilant manner he had with his two associates. This ill-
ti!i:. d petulance did not harmonize with either his natural or
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hit! acquired ti'miu'raiiinit. But the money burning in hia

pocket luul soincwliat njts.t liim. jiiid Imd pn.duccd an ex-
citeiiiont and an ea^'er desire for emancipation from his bonds
which he could not control. Me had thrown (V'-rizet over-

board with(»ut even con^iiilinji Brigitte, and at the same time
ho had not the coura^'e of his duplicity, for he had ascribed
to the old maid a determination which emanated from his own
will and from a hitter renicmhrance of his conflicts with the
man who had so Ion;,' d ineered over him. Thus throu^di
the whole day la I'eyraile had not shown himself the man
so complftely in fallible as we had credited him with bein^'.

Onic iMi'nre. when he had in his possession the fifteen thousand
francs jiiven Inm hy Thuillier. he had been enticed by Cerizet
into an illej,Ml i)rocee(ling which had resulted in the master-
stroke of the Saiivaignou business. It is perhaps more
difficult to ktrp ()ii(."s head level in good than in evil for-

tune.

Tl<o Farneso Hercules, calm in repose, shows more fully the
plenitud,. of muscular force than all the other Hercules repre-
sented in the excitement of their labors.



PART II.

pm\

lit twepn the two parts of this story an important event had
t,iK( 11 place in the life of riicllion.

Kvcry one has heard of the ill-hick of tlic O.loon. that
f.iMl theatre which hnd for year< been the r in of its directors.
l; _hil_v or wrongly the (jiiarter in whi stand> this dramatic
iiiiiussihiiity. is ahsolutely convinced that its prosperity in a
iii.'li degree depends 111)011 it; more than once lli. inaycir and
1 -iMhles of the arrondissement have tried every desperate
iiNirt to galvanize the corpse, with u courage cijiial to their
h'lior.

Xow to have a finger in the pie theatrical is one of the
't' riial, ever-living ambitions of the middle class. Thus the

•^^'ve saviours of the Odeon feel themselves amply re-
u.irded when they are given a share, he it ever so small, in
i!i' ^idniinistration of the concern. It was at sucli a conibina-
ii-n of circumstances that Minard, in his (juality as mayor of
''*• eleventh arrondissement, had been called to preside over
tit committee on reading plays, with power to select as asses-
^yr- a certain number of notables of the Latin quarter—the
li.'iie being left to him.

U"e shall soon know the exact condition of la Peyrade's
ir'irct to acquire Celeste's dowry. Sullice it to sav for the
pi'Miif, that this project, in approaching matuiity, "had been
11". '.'d abroad; and as at this stage it seemed to -hut out
al V' the chances of Minard the advocate and Felix the pro-
^~-"r, the dislike manifested at one time by the elder Minard
aLMinst old Phellion had been transformed unequivoeallv into
I inemlly disposition. Nothing soothes asperities and brings
'i

'

II together like a sentiment of conimon defeat.
iJ"iievcd from the evil demon of paternal rivalry, Phellion

("^ Millie in the eyes of Minard a Koman of tl.o most" incorrnpt-
" '"tegrity, a man who.'-e small treatises had been adopted

(217)
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!)}• the rniviTMly.- whi.h mcjini ii .«,,iiiul and wi'll iraiii.d

iniml. ThiLs when i( licaiiir (Ik' duty of tlir iiia\nr lu ,«, 1, ,t

tlic personiifl (if the (Inirnatic (u.xtiilii-iimi-c of uIihIi lie w.n
chief, \w at oiicr tlinii).'ht «»f rholliuii. As to that grainl
citizi'ii, nil the day uii which a place had luvii nirmd hiiii m
thi.H augii,-t tiibniiul it Mrintd to hmi as if a . rouii of gold
had hccM phiccd on hi» hrow.

One can well iinder.-tuiid llml so high and sacred a mission
was not lightly uiidertak.'ii hy a man of I'liellionV soleiniutv;
to hiiii.-clf he >aid that he was called upon to e\eivi.-e magis-
tracy, priesthood.

"To judge men," he iiad replitnl to Minard, who w,i.s

asloiiislie<l at his hesitation, "is an alarming task; hut to

judge of intellects—wlio can lidicve himself eijual to such a
mission i'"'

Once more the family, that reef of all nohle rcMdutions,
had endeavored to usurp control of his eonscience. and the
con>ideratiou of the l.o\es and admissions whuh the pro^-
pcctive member of the committee would have at his disposal,
had excited such a ferment in his household that for a moiiinit
his freedom of action had i)ecn disturbed. Happily, howiv.r,
Brutus had been able to decide on the course to which the
vehement ujiroar of the whole I'hellion tribe urged him. M
the instance of Harniol, his son-in-law. seconded by his p,r-
ponal inspiration, he persuaded himself that by his" votes, al-

ways given in favor of works of irreproachable morality. ',iiul

by his firm deterniiiuition to clo.se the door to every representa-
tion to which the mother of a family could not bring Ii.t

daughter, he had been called to render the most signal service
to the cau.se of morality and jiublic order.

riiellion, to u.se his own term, had become a member of the
Areopagus presided over by Minard, ami he had just come
home from the exereise of his functions both ••delicate and
interesting."—(juoting himself again,—when the conver,>^ation
we are about to rejieat took place. As necessary to an under-
standing of the siihsiM|uont events of this history, and as bring-
ing out in strong relief that envious instinct which is one of the

m
fe
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-t salient fcatiin's of the riiiddlc-clatis characttT, thia coa-
r-atioii IS iii(ii-j)cii>iili|i' iit this |iniiit.

I hf session of the coniiMiltce iiiid hfen partieiihirly storniv.

' (ii>(H>siii;; u tnip'ily. haviiif,' for title "The beiitli of
h'S." tliose ( hi.->i( ally itnhiied and the others tinctured
romanee, earefiilly halaiieed hv the mayor in forming,' tiie

ii III

111

mniittee. had nearly come to the hair-pullijij,' stage. Twice
I I'liellion a>ked to put in a word, and cmtv one was

-I'Minded at the tlood of metaphors with which the speech of ii

ijnr of the National (iiiard could tlow when his literary con-
'iioiis were assailed. The n'sult of the vote wa.s a victory
r Ihe opinions of which I'hellion was the ehxinent rnoutli-

A- tliey de.seemled the stairs together IMitdlion remarked to
Miiiard: '"The Death of llercule.s' reminded me of the late
l.iiie de Laneivars 'Death of Hector'; the piece we have just
iii'lorsed sparkles with suhlime line.s."

"Ves," said Minard, "the versification is in good taste; there
:i" many fine sentences; and I must avow, that 1 place this
Ii'' latiire a little ahove Monsieur Colleville's anagrams."
"Oh!" said IMiellion, "Colleville's anagrams are mere witti-

iMtis; they have nothing in common with the severe accents
I't Melpomene."

• And yet." replied Minard, "I can atlirm that he attaches
inii'li importance to that stuff; and I'lpropos of his anagrams,

- well as It iiropus of many other things, Munskur le musi-
'II has hecome very much puffed up; and it seem.s to me
ih.it since their emigration into the Madeleine quarter, not
"iilv Colleville, hut his wife, daughter, the Thuilliers, and the
r -t of the v,hole coterie have assumed airs of importance, very
! 'i' lilt to justify."

"What would you?" said Phellion ; "it requires a strong
li' ad to stand the fumes of opulence. Our friends have grown
\. rv rich l»y the purchase of that house, which th«'y have
'Ii ided to occupy ; we must excuse a little intoxication ; yeste'-
''\ they gave us a good hou.se-warming dinner, well spread
:i' d succulent."

I [.
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r rk.U. .Imncr. at wl.u.h .ncn I.igh in the government
.

c no, d,s.hu„ed to atlcnd. but I nn. not unduly puffedi.p, and as I have always l.crn, s, 1 shall remain."
-^ ou, Monsu-ur le .Maire. have for a long time enjoyed •.

.and^onu. n.o e of 1^,. i,. .our high con.me^ial eajS^ '.^

rk M- ;" ' 'r ^:'""'^' "'"'"^ I'"-^-"g-^ "" tile sm^i inghark of tortune, hav har.lly go, ,heir sea-legs vet
"

lo cu, shor, a conversation in whieh I'helfion found thatht n avor ua. Leeoni.ng too eaus,i,., he was ge,ting readv ,oke eave of h„„. To reach their respective housed they I Ito take (lillercnt wavs. ^

••Are you going ,],rough (he l.uxemhourg?" asked Minardnot choosnig to I„. so ahru,„lv -iisnussed.
"I .shall go tha, way, hut not to stay. I have an anDoint;-nt w„h .Ma.ianu. I'heil.on a, ,he end of ,he brXalk e«in await „K. there wi,h ,he JJarniol children

"

M u,K,g Madame l>hcll,on, an.l a, ,he san.e ,.n' taking ,.

. Iroh a,r; for ,.ven ,f we adn.ire heaut.ful things H.obram grows weary over such work as we have just been en-

Jlinard .,ui,e realized ,hat I'hcllion had not voluntarily fol-lowed nn. .n lus caustic rcn.arks on the Thuilliers, so he didnot o f.r ,0 renew ,1,. suhjec,, but he fel, sure (hat Mnu
1 hellion would reecho his animadversions

"\\oll. fair lady.- sai,l he. "and what did you think of
the dinner yesterday:-'

"It was well i.ut up," replied Mme. Phellion, "and the
po^arjea la h,..,,,,* I ....uld ,,11. showed the hand of a master
Jke ( heve, who n,u>, have rcpiace.l their own cook. I',u,
here seenie. a lack of gayety: there was none of the eordial-

that marks our little reunions in the Latin quarter. He-^esot.e could hardly fail to see that .Madame and Mile.
Ihu.ll.er did not seem at home. I felt as if I were dining

A rich soup.
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-what pr name? I cannot keep myself
in mind of it.

'

^"/.f:„^'r^'''^
'^' ^J.'dollo;- paid PhcUion, interrupt-

iii^'- btill the name is nio?l euphonious."
"Euphonious as you wish, my friend; but for me, I can't

think it 8 a name at all."

"It is a Magyar, or, vulgarly speaking, a Hungarian name
Our name, for instance, if one cIkk.sos to pirk tiaws in it may
!" Slid to be borrowed from the (;n>ck."

'

"That is possible, but we have the a.lvantage of being well-
kn.iwn, not only in our own quarter, but in the whole world of
-In.alion, where our parvenus have conquered an honorable
]M.Mtion

;
not like that Hungarian countess who makes rain and

Hiiishme in the Thuilliers" house. Whence came she' How
<' nus ,t that having all the manners of a great la.lv.—for we
''nnot deny her that,-witli such a distinguislu.d air, she
.^fi-uild fall into the arms of Brigitte, who, between us, tastes
•r the sod, and is the jjorter's daughter to a nauseating de-ree'^
I l'.'lieve this devoted friend is an adventuress. She scents
n.MHT there, and will manage later to get some of it."

"i'ear me," said Minard, "don't vou know how the inti-
macy began between the Comtesse de (iodollo and the Thuil-
Ikts .'

"That she is a tenant of theirs, .<=he occupies the entre-^ol
"

-I rue, but there's more than that in it. Zeiie. mv wife
1

.,1 it from Josephine, who was quitting their servic.^. for our.'
'•"I did not, as our own Fran.oise clianged her mind about
^vtt.ng married You must know, fair ladv, that it wasMadame de Go<]ollo who caused the migration of the Thuil-
li'Ts; she was, one might .sav. their upholsterer."
'•How their upholsterer!" eried I'hellion, "that stvlish

u'.man of whom one might truly say: Inrcssa patuit' dea,
'':'li, in I<rench, is so imperfectly expressed bv saving- 'the
i"iringof a queen.'" - -

s •«

I'ardon me," said Minard; "I don't mean she was actu-
- V their upholsterer, but when Mad.'moiseile Thmllier de-
<"l'd by la Peyrade's advice to manage the house herself
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this young gontloman, who has not such ahsolute control over
licr iiimd iis he would havo one believe, could not persuade
her without s.rong inducements to move into that sumptuous
apartment where they received us ye^terdav. Mademoiselle
Brigitte objected that she would have to change her habits
ihat her friends would not follow her into such a distant
quarter."

"It is certain," interrupted Madame Phellion, "that if we
are to go to the e.\])ense of a carriage every Sunday, we mii.<t
have some other pleasures in prospect than llio^-we get in

their drawing-room. When one thinks that ex.ept on the <iay
of the party to favor Thuillier's election to the General Couii'-
cil they never had an idea of opening the piano I"

"Indeed," replied Minard, "it would be very agreeable to
us to see such talents as yours oeca«ionallv called into
rccjuisition; but such ideas never occur to the mind of the
good Hrigitte, Hundred-sou pieces are hi'r music.
"So when la I'eyrade and Thuillier insisted upon quittiiii?

the residence in the Kue Saint-Domini.iue-d'Knfer, ^he show, d
her.self especially i)reoecupi(.d with the expense the removal
would entail. She judged wisely that in presence of tlif

gilded decorations the old stull' of her former dwelling would
have an odd etfeet."

^^

"There you have the universal link." exclamu'd Phellion;
"you see. from the summit of society, luxurv sooner or later
infiltrates itself through the lower classes a'nd involves em-
pires in ruin."

"There you touch, my dear commandant, on a knotty point
in political economy." saiil Minard. "Many intelligHit iiu-n

believe, on the other hand, that luxury is indispensable to the
growth of eoinmerce, which is certainly the life of the stat-.
However, that point of view, which is not vours, would ap-
pear to be entertained by Madame de (Jodollo', for they >av Iut
own bouse is v.tv daintily furnished, and to eiitiee Mademoi-
selle Thuillier into the same path of elegance. s!ie made the
following proposal to her: M)ne of my frirnds. a Hu.-sian
princess, for whom one of the first upholsterers of Paris has
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ju-t .ompletod a superb s.t of furuhun., has boon suddonlv re-- -'i 1^- tho ( zar, a gentlonuu. who i. „ot to oo trifled ^ithN. .h..po<,r woman .s undor tho noco.sitv of turnin-^ all horp-ss,ons ,nto roady n.on.n-
; and for a .juartor of what thelur.Mnro cost hor, I am suro .ho would disposo of it to anv one"l:;'-.uld pay hor in roady n.o„oy. AH of ,t is .earlv'new

a::.l thoro an. many things which havo not boon nsod at a'll
•' "

'

>... cnod Madan.o I'hollion. -.11 th>. magnifuonc. dis-!|..d before our oy.. last n.ght, ;s but a oheap second-hand

•As you say. rnadamo," replied Mmard. "And what de--•• i Ma<ler„o,se le Bngitte to accept this splendid chance was
>.; - much a desire to renew hor furniture as the thou^^ht
.

rnaking a good bargain. You see, in this woman, there isHiu ^> a touch of •Aladamo la Hossource,' in rAvare "
think Monsieur the Mayor, that you are in error," said

i " ilH:n
:

'La Kessourco ,s a character in 'Turcarot a veryinniural play bv the late Le Sa-o " ^
••1';. ym. thuik sor said M.n^rd. -Very possibly. Well, b.

• ' .> it may ,t ,s certain that if the advocate ingratiated
;-'-f with Br.gitte by obtaining the hous. for her. it was
;' ;""' '" the turnitun. that enaldcl ,he foreign cMintoss
t-. -.on a good footing wuh Hngitte. You „,av hav- ..bserved
•'••' ti.e ..igns „f a c.nnng siruggj.. i„.twoen the two ip.tlue,,,,..
thr [MTsonal and the real estate?"

'-^^hy, yes," said Mme. I'h,.li„.„. ,,it,, , ,,,.^„„,^^
-•n. ovmcing hor interest ,n the conversation. -It did annvar

;;

Mh,vgrand lady allowed her^elf P, e,,nt,.adK., the bam^."
•^ •itn an amount of asporitv, ioo

"

;••<;. it^was very marked, and,!,,. ,ntr:guer perecved it

^

,"""-l^ Al^o iu' appeared nuuh dislnrb(d ov.r tho
' -lity. He captured the Tliu.lliers verv n.eiilv, for be-
• -^ you and mo, ,hev are not verv stro„.; Uw ho feels- iie has found a shrewd adversary, an,l is anx.ouslv lookintr!

'
'me moans to control Iht."

'^

'
-n my faith that is just. For some time this gentleman

v^l'. was formerly so humble, has put on such . domincH^ring
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air in the li,.ii>,. tli..' !„ i,;,- lHc,..nc intclfnil)!... II,. mnuntg
the lii;:li )iui-r. ;i,|,. in I;,,!, i,, ||„, „Kiltrr of TlmillicKs
''•''•''"" '"• '"•"'' II- "f H> .-ill ;i> >t."|.|.in--.tunfs to his
iiialniiKiiiiJii ;iiiiKilp>h

"V.'-."" .sim] .\Ii!i,-inl. -i.iit tlu h..ur is clu-,. at hand wli,-n
'" "ill '"'" '!" '''i>t. Moivus.T. 1„. u,|l „,,t fiiMi the oppor-
linnty ..\, rv ,|;,y i,. iniy r..r li|. --on,! fnci:,!. a.~ lif , alls
'I'ImiiIIut. an r,|alr u,,rt|i a iiiiiiinn f.,c a 1,|| „f brca.!."

"'I'lu'V j^ol iliis Ii,,ii>,.. th,.,,. at a -
I iiaix'aiii'"" a.«ked Ma-

dame I'hrllinll.

"For aliiiuM n-ihin::. the result ..f a ((.ntcuiptil.it^ intriijuf
tile u-hulr -inrv ,,r Ahu-h |),.>n)cli.> ivlat.'d (,, r.e the uUier
•':'.'• I'"' ^^''''l'- II' 111- i'lrair uvrc kn-.un t.. tlic councii of
Ins nrd.T, nil-Ill MTi,,n-lv cmniu-uniis.. the advooatc. Tiicn
u-c have the |,rn.|„.,-iu,. ,.|,.,.t i,,,, i,, tlir Chanihrf. Mon-i.nir
TIiuiIIhtV aiii-.tii. -,,,us l,v catin- Ihit h,. alrcadv feels
that when ilu' uriie r,.wv< i., ,iit this |,,af. Monsieur IVv-
rade will nnt I,,, al.le i,, make diij.es of lis .m, easilv. This'i,^
why they have turned i,, ^[adam, de (iodoll.,. wlio seem- to
have >ume mliiiential I'riend- in the j.oliiieal world. Iiowever
without sjM.akMi- nf ,!,,, ir,i,.re>i. whuh is Mill in the future'
every day tlie Cunnte.. ,,f (in.lullo reiideiv her-elf more
nceessary 1,. liriLMfle. fur n is l,evo:„| di>,,ute that hut for the
assistance ,,f ihe :^,vat lady, the |,.,or woman in her folded
drawin-roMni uould re-emlde a ra- m the trous.^eau Cf a

younir liride."

'•Oh. Mcn.M.nr the .M,vnr. you are eniel," said Madame
J'tudlidn with a >im|M r.

"No! hut really.- replied .\rinard. witli his hand on hi=
conseience. '•could l!ri-itt,' .,r Madame Tlniillier he able to

maintain a .-alnnr The Il„n-anan pn-i.les o\er all the
arrantroments ,.f the apartment.. S!,e pro.-ured the m^ile

dome-tie whos.. --od appearance ai^d Miielhir..,,,,. you iiiav

have noticed
; she i\y,w up the „inui for the dinner ve-t.M-dav";

in .-h..rt. slie is ilir -,„„! Providence ..f ih.. colonv, 'whicli !mt
for her would he th.' !an.jliin<:-stMck uf il,,. whole .|iiarter.

"Tiiorc is this further: Instead of heing as you thought at

.'. i
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f..-m,mo. ,k.. ,lu. lVMV,.„,al. tl,i. forn^er l,,.s a fortune
"«n wln.h >lu. ust.. I,.neficvmlv. Si,,- i, wa. who .-ave

'-;" 'I'-'-- ! Hn^-tt.V ,um1 \J.,la„K. TLuiIIht's : >!„.

N u<.,..u,.is for rhe,M not U-u,^ f„und „, tiK-.r u>ua]
'•'I* ras(iH>n.

Urn u Inu aoc.u, :,> f„r Muh a tnatrrnal and ,l,.vut,..l patron-

{.«r fru.,,,..;- .aid Ph.-llio,, <..,.mnlv. ••iuunan act ions

WtlO

ar. no, always. ,h.„K ..,,i
: ,,,,,nd,.d .,„ f:.kl,. ,-,.t,sm, or .o„-

••••.nion^.d n,...n..lf-n,u.,vM. Tlu-re air stdl h.ans
•

!'l.-asun. ,nd..,n::^n„d f^r i,s ow„ .ak.. Tin. ladv hasp.;u,rln,.n.N ...noK. ,n .!,,., path towards a .piu.n. ;-hose
!":'.

""V""^
"'"

"r""'"'^ i-vn,.,.,H.oura;r..l>hoir
" -;'f^ '•> •'" IMirvha... .,r ,h:s furnitinv. I,k,. a nurs.. at-

;:- •

'
to h.r ln^u.r-,.!Hid, -n,. .ak.s p|..as,nv in lavtslnn^ upon'^' - th. uulk ut li.Tkn<.u|,.d-.. andli.radM,-."

•^|MH- dear liu^hand," said Minard t„ Mada.ne Pl,.ll,on
J-)i'l np|».uw.o, to ,uudHh.. matt,.,-, and N., h,. goos iKTond

;!;:-. beyond yon all!" .aid I'ltHHon, "that ,s not mv in-
' '-";n..itlu.r is,t ,n arcordan.-r with ,n , hal.ii^

• '

I' sH.,ns to n„. houvv.T. that ,t wonl-l b. d,llirul, to sav
-•-.rlv,hat,u.Thu,in,..a,VHn,pl..t,^
'" '" *"">"ll" i'='s taken upon h,T>..ir to bn,,,^ then, up

'din,i:-striii>:s. '

'

'I" not a.rept for our fri,.nd." sa,d Pheliion. -tlu-
itory retuark- you .n.u.. about t^,,,,. J tnuviv wi.h to

;
;;''';''"'''7l-ahi..kor,.xp.rn.K.e.andth..„obIeladv

„: 'Z
"',";" -''•^"" '"- i:nou-|..d.,. of .o,.u.rv and..-..•>. and I protect a^aiuM anv ,nt,.rp,v,„,on of n.v

'"]' ^^'11 -i"ii,. hou.v.r. nivd..ar, unatHhmt, that the
ii!

•I ,-^>.In,L: <V.l,...te to hi I'cvrade';ule. IS .-oiii.tliii!!,' b -.r.iid a•- .j:.,ora„e.. ,d- the usa;:es of sonetv. It is at the same
;'; • ;'"l";!"v -ind nutuoraltt^: f,,,, really, th,. >eandaluu8

"'I "1 that i,arn:-ter u itii .Madauie Colh^vilh. -

^*s
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"Monsieur If Mairo," intrrniptod Phollion, with rodoublcd
F'llciiinit;-. "till' law-giver, Solon, decreed no pimisliiiieut for

parricide, deelarin-,' it an iniiw.~<jl>ie erinie. I think the same
may he said of the ^'ro>< niiMondnct to which you allude.

Madame Colleville f^Tanlin^' favors to Monsieur "la Peyrade
and the while intendin;,' to ^\\v him lier dauj,diter is—no,

monsieur, no! it is heyorid itnau'ination. (^mv-tioned on this

sui.ject before the Tribunal, Madame Colleville, like Marie
Ant. .iiieiie, might resjiond: 'I appeal to all mothers.'"

"Xevertiudes.s my friend, allow me to remind you that

Madame Colleville is abominably profligate, and has given
\vv\ >ure proof of it."

"Tliat"s enough, my dear," said Phellion. "The dinner
hour calls ns; I fear we have allowed our conversation to

drift toward the miry banks of slander."

"'iou are full of illusions, my dear commandant," said

Minard, giving his hand to I'liellion, "but they are honorable
i 'usions, and I envy you them.— .Madame. I have the honor—"
.- led the mayor, respectfully saluting Madame I'hellion.

Alia iiiey went ttieir wars.

The information imparted by the mayor of the eleventh

rrfHidi-'nient was correct. In the Thuillier salon, since

had .migrated to the quarter de la .Madeleine, there had
ie U-tueen the acrid lirigitte and the plaintive Madiune

KT 'm' tigure of a seductive and graceful woman which

-aloii an air of unexpected ri'tinement.

. that t! rough tlie mediation of this woman, who
lier truant, Brigitte h.ad made a bargain in furni-

- advantageous, but much more creditable, than

"II of the famous landed property. For six thou-

s she had ac(piire(l a set of furniture nearly fresh

lealer's, which was worth ai least thirtv thousand

u

to t!

i- t

'III

ifaii

It was also true that as the consequence of a service which
went to the heart of the old maid, she bad manifested for the

bcantifnl stranger imich of that respectful deference which

the middle class, noiwith>tanding its distrustful rivalry, pays,
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...N,h more than is gonorally a.lmittod, to noble titles and
. \Hle(l position in the social hieran Iiv.

As this Ilun^^arian couutoss was a w,.nian of great tact and
t...ouKh education, when she assumed over he? proteges theM I'M „u. control she consid.Ted it advisable to exercise «he
at -l.e same time was careful not to give her authori.v' Ihc
.•nr of a vexatious imperious pedagoguism. On the confrarv
li.Myring Hr.g.tte s pret,.„si.,„s to hcng a model housekeepcV
- .11 her own household expenses she alF-eted to take the
''l>i'v of l/,.s,s Hngitte-the pet name she h:ul chosen to give
^"—o

that while reserving in her own aiul her nei-dihors'
;'|.."-.n,ents the charge of the more luxurious expens^. s ^
- ra or the air o imparting and receiving infornmtion

.i..<n .,1 exercising a dominant control
li "as impossible that la I'eyrade should not be aware that

.'
'

ii^nige was taking place in the Thuillier household. HisH^i-'nce was fas. waning before that of the stranger; but the
'...ess did not limit herself to a simple struggle for in-

'.
'

n,c; she. „, ule no pretence of being otherwise than utterly
'?

,
. » - "' .'^.iii; wiini«ii,c' man utterlv

|->ed to his suit for Celeste-.s hand; more, she gave her an-[--Itothe ,ve of Felix I'hellion; and Mina^, who ;L-"•of this, had been careful in all the other pieces of i„--a.um of which he had been so lavish, not to Len.ion t i s!'
! I lose interested.

I.a Peyrade was perhaps more distressed at feeling him,<elf•' nnned by a hostility inexplicable to him from the faet
'- 'H.l only himself to blame for introducing thus dis-tuiliing element into the heart of tl... citadel

ll^^hM mistake w,^ the barren satisfaction of refusing the
;-

o Cerize,. If Brigitte had not taken the matter'into
• nlnuids. by his ,ulvice. It was unlikely tha, she wouldi' Ucme known to Madame de (;odo|jo

^

\'-tlKT blunder was in persuading the Thuilliers to leave
- '-^'"n quart,.r At that time Theodose was in Hie fnll

^

•" -f his eredit with them, and looked upo„ [„s m.r-

^

;^'
|.s a settled thing. He manifested an almos, .hildnh
'" P"^'" ^•'^^'^'•J ^<>^^'"-.l.s the elegant .sphere upon whieh
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In. fimuv Mv.n,,] ,.,.,,^,l.^ 11- ,h..,vl'n,v s„ppnrt..,l tlu> viewg
'•f the llun;:,n,.n ,n ll,,. s.!. nf ,|„. f,r :.nnv . ml i„ hav,,,.
"' "'^l^'l''l i'> •> Itn.ini

; h, f, jt ih;,t I,,. ilni> Miit the Tluiil-
liiTs IhImiv in.,, u, Miaiv,. ivM<iv In^ l.r.l m ill.. >j)l,.ii,lid suit.' he
-nti'iKJid .-liiinii;,' Willi thi'iii.

Ill ihis iirr.in-rni.ni li- h,„l mvi, mm,!,,.,- ii.l\;nitiiKP, that of
mm.v,n,i: (V.I..U. frn,„ ,!„„.>, .,1| .„„.,•..,.,„•.. with a rival
>U,M,n I,.. .uumI I.uI .MM.-Hi,.,- .laii^vr,,,,..

I ...priv,.,! „f fli.. fa-
','1".^ "I ail ;.ln,n-, ••,l,„„-,,.-,|„„r" pn.o.nnv. IVIu w.u.M be
'"''"'' '' ''"''' "" I'-l'i'iH. "! h..- N.Ml.^aiul It u-.n.Mbe

7V''V"
;"'~' '"'" ''''"" ''"• '"•"' '" ^^'"'li !" lia.i l>.Tn in-M.IM ,.,1 Iv npnn ,.,„Hl„,nn ..f .Mv.n.^ ,|,„ r..|,u,ous assurances

t<» ulii.-h 1,.. >l„,u..,l |„,„.,.|i' ,,,, rrfra.-iurv

'^'" "-'11 tl.r.. >..|h.mi..s .,!• ,],.. l'n.v..n.,,l .n..n. than „ne
f)hsla.Ii' hail iiii(.r\fnr.|.

If la l'..vra,l.. >hn„|,| ..nlar^^. ,i„. ,„„,„,,„ „^ „^^, Thuillicr.
1. ra,uluw-,>k ..r .r,.an:,, nval> ,o ,ha, ..x.-lu.iu. a.lnunitiou
"I Hliirli h.. hail InthrriM |„,.ii ii„. ,,!,|,,t.

In th,. >,,....,,,s i,r ,,,.,,^n,i-,al auno.phi.n. in whi.-h th.v ln..,l.
n.l..aul,„| ,„i.aM>i,fi.,n,pan.,n. Iii-:^,l... an.l th,. ^.. „«f
."''''^"''"'i"';"'^'i"'''-'^'l-'''- -ln.-l,lh..pn..i.n.r.,rn,lH.r

M.jK.-,i,r anil
, .]..;,„„ p,.,>,.„- „.,!„ .,„,.. I,,,,, ,., .1.™.!.AM.h.|n,mn..h ,.sw^

Ma.lH.l.., .,,,!, 11, .,,!,,,
J,,,,,,,,. ,,-a„-p.,„,i„.,,„i,„i,,,-

^^. > a hail .M... a.- lar a^ ,i.,. Tim, 11,,.,. witl .i,n.-..rn...l, and was

f Ilnu,.,l ,,HnMni.n.l., „,,.,!,. ],,,,.,. i,,nK.Ma.l..h.i„.,^
''',";' TT^ '-''"— ""'1-1 t..tli,.m a. a price. ..oa-

Wi..ahl,.tn,h..,,.,n,.ans. Hn. CullLvill.. f,,,,,,,! tha, it hu.k,.,l
h'^h a„. a,r anil. .,l,|,;:,.,| „. .,. ,|„|v i'mni ,lu. Ma.I..l,.,n.

^?;'7'7' •''^''•^'••'-Mn^. rauhiin,-,. ^vlu.r.. hisom.... was
^.fuatcd, h.. ra.l..,l a^^mst tl,|. arra„_..n„.nt nf whiih h. wa^ the
-•.man,laM,m,.s,.a,,.,lial>,.v,.aili.asa,yrant. Onthcother
'''''''•

•^'''''*:'''''^'''''-''-''l''''>'"M-vU.n... of hi.in,. a resi.lent
in su... an ansnuTa. :,• ,p,,.,,,..r. ha,l n,.l,..,l i,„i>'a fn.h.fulor^y of new l„.nn..,. n.aMil.s. a„il ihvssLs. wh,.-!, n,v..s.:itated

' nu^uiTr " ',';''" "^ '''"' "'"' ^"^'^^'' '"'•''•"-"t stormy
.'"Pcni's m till' huuschohl. •'

4v'fltlS

'W^T'X I^S^^S^^^^rif*^; -
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lit

As to (V'losfi'. ^lic had (Imilitli -> fewer opjjortnnitios of hv-

J vniin;,' Pliellioti, hilt she hiiii iilso fewer ehillieo of eii;,M^'

lhe(i|ii''leill (llsellS>!'>ns W [{]] hill!, )1!1M il h^e!

:ni«

lie. Wlllell IS

c rolls niily to weak alta( hiiieiii,-. cau.-ed her to think more
riy ami h's< tliei.hi;,'i(iilly nf the man nf her (Ircaiiis.

it al tl us was a- iinthintr whei 1 wei'dieil witli aiiotliiT

nr his (liriiiiii^hed iiil1iie;uc. He had iiroiiiiscd 'I'hu

it llie I'n

,f I.

>SS ^ll^lill|

I'

his within a wi'i> ami hv th

itiire (d ten lliiiii-atid franc-, lo uhi(h ihi' latter had

.iKil tiinise If will I a \erv irmiil ''race II e aln adv saw hini-

in possession of the dhjeet whieli had heeii the secret lon^-

<•{ his whole life. Two months had elap-eil since then,

vet no si^'n was there of that ;:lorioii> haiiMe; iind the old

1hief, who would have 1 leeii so liappy to display his red

M on the jiroiiieiiade of the I'loiilevard de la Madel eino.

A'' re he had hecoine one of the nmst as>iduous visitors, could
! '. decorate his hiittonhole with a simple flower, a privilojjo

'IV one. and of which he was iihk h le-s jtroiul

I'm !mtrer. To he sure, la I'e\ r iile iiail ini'ii! loiieii an untore-

tlian </ur

fc

ind unaccountaliie ol)>iaele wliu li IhhI naralvzed overv

rt of the ConitesM' du I .rue hut T lUlllli r was pick "f l)i

laid in o.vplanations. and on some ciays when his d isati-

I' M ment was part iculaiiv acute, he wou Id often, like Chin
V'ln in "Leg Plaidcur.-," lie within an ace of saviii'^: Then
'V.- I no back mv cash I" 11 uWl ver. there was no open rupt uro,

Peyrado had still a hold i>\rr h'm, in tin' matter of tin

p.l!;;!l|l lot.

had 1

axation and I'edeniplion," the completion o f

teen siispended hv the niiroar ot removal I)unnfj

(Tive his;': - exciting time Thuillier had iinl heen aide to

aii'Mlion to revisinj^ the proofs, on whi<li. it will he remeni-

had reserveil thi' riLrht nf a minute (>\aminatii )n.

!.i I'eyrado felt that he had reached a point at which he
'^; -triko a blow in order to restore his rapidly evaporatinj^
''

.' tico. It was just that hijrirlimjr di-position that afforded

' liiirrister a (hance to use a scheme both bold and deep.

'*'e day, when they were at work on the last paj^es cd' tho

i: phlet, a di>cu>sion arose ov^'r ihe word "nepotism,'' which
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Thiiillior Afiiild li.ivi' cliiiiiiuitid from one of tho sontenpo«
writtffi l.y lii l'( vrii<l<', dci iaring that lie had novor mil with
it, aiKl that, properly, it was "no<.|..r;iMii." which, in ihc lit-

erary ideas of ilic lM.ur;,'roiM.., is about ('i|iiivnlcnt to th.- no-
tion of "H.'S and the Ufij^ni of Terror.

Goncrally, la Teyraili' took the ri.iicidous notions of hi-
"dear friend" in -ood part; hut lhi> d.iv lir l.canie hiu-hly
cxfitod

; ho si^rnified that Thuillior nii-lil 'llni>li i' - work him-
self, an he was able t.) criticise m intelii^'entlv. and for suiiiu

days he was not seen a;,'ain.

Thiiillier nt first l.iid it to a mere pnssin;,' effect of ill-

Imnior, hnt la I'eyrade's prolonged absence made him foci the
necessity of taking: a conciliatory ptep: so he went to the Tro-
ven(,ars room to apolo^'ize, and peek to put an end to thi<
eulkines.s. Wishing' at the same tim." to conduct hims<lf in
a manner which would allow him to retain his self-respect,
he said

:

"Well, my dear follow, I find wo wore both right ; nrpolism
means the authority tint the nepiiews of popes take in af-

fairs political. 1 liavo searched tho dictionary, and I find :io

other explanation; but, from wli it Ph, ,lion siys it appcir,^
that in the vocil)ulary of politics the word has been extendi'd
to cover tho influence which corrupt ministers allow certain
persons to illegally ex.Trise; 1 ihink, then'fore, that we can let

the term stand; at tho aime time, it is not so used bv Xano-
leon Landais."

La Peyrado. who. wliilo receiving his visitor, had pretended
to be exceedingly busy in arranging his papers, contented him-
Bclf \yith shrugging his shoulders, but made no answer.

"Well," went on Thuillier. '-iiavo you looked over the proofs
of Oie last two sheets ? For wo ought to be getting along."

"If you have .sent nothing to the printers," replied la IVv-
rade, "we are not very likely to have proofs; for my own part.

I have not touched the manuscript."
"But, my dear Thoodoso," said Thuillior, "it cannot be

possible that you are vexed about such a trifle. I don't pro-
tend to bo a writer: but, as T sign the thing, it seems I might
have my opinion about a word."
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"But Miksiflu I'liclliuii," nplicil till- liiirristcr, ''i!« u writiT;

;iiiil. a< viiu hiivc con-iilicil Intii, I iluii"t ntr why you sliouldn't

( [i;.';i^'r liiiti tn (irii.-h the Work ; iis for iiiyst'lf, 1 jtroiiiise you I

W'lu't cooiicijiii' iiiiy more."

/>/«(/.' whiit a t( iiiprr!" cNcliiiiiiid I5ri;,MttL''8 IrolluT ; "lierc

'
, ;irr furious ju>l lirtauM' 1 douht an I'xprt'S.-ion and con-

-iilird .-ortif one tl.-f. "^Ou know wry well that I read sonio A
!iir pa!--iij,'i's to I'lifllioii. to ('olh\iIk', to Miuard. and to Bar-

to ol)M'rv<' the vihvt it niijjJitif the Work wcr (' ;ii\ I'Uii

i\f on thf pul)li( ; hut ih.ii is no rca-on why I t-hould sub-

to anything' they niiirlit he capaljlc of wrilinjr. Shall I-I n'li

y(Ui an i(h'a of tho c.mliih'rM c

• dc (iodolhi, to u horn hi>t v\

I i lavc in vou : The ( oni-

o whom hi>t evtniii;,' I read a few pairt's, tolil

Unit th(! j)ani|)hlrt was a|)t to cause nic tronhlc with the
iMl (• prosfcntor; can }ou for a niuincnt think anything like

it wouhl stop rnc?"

'Well," said hi IVyradc. ironically. "I think that tho oracli!

ir house sees the thini,' clearly; I have no desire to bring

} iir head to the scaffold.
"'

'That's all nonsense. Do \,,\i or do you nr)t intend to leave
n • m the lurch?"

.n\

illlii

i-itcrary questions," replied tlie barrister, "breed quarrels
ng the best of friends; I wi.-h to put an end to such dis-

cii-ions between us."

'•But, my dear TlieodMse. I have never claimed to be a lit-

ii.iiv man. I believe 1 nave a share of common sense, and I

is. Vou Would not denv met;l!i >:ive expression to my opinio:

that f)rivilege; and certainly, if you do me such an ill turn as
t> icfu.<e nie your assistance it is because you have some

ance again>t me of which I am ignorant.

•\VI lere is the ill turn? There IS nothing so easv fdp vou as
to publish a pamphlet. You will be Jerome Thuiilier just
anie.

It seems to me. however, yourself bcin^' the jndgt'. that
!':- publication might aid in my future election; and then, I

^'ji.at, I have read passages to all our friends; I have an-
ii-iiiiced the thing in the Municipal Council; and now, if the
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Avork docs not appe.r, I ,ha]l be dishonored. It will be s.
tluit the -ovornnient lias bou-ht i.ic."

., ''}!T m','';,""'-'
^'' '"^' "'"t y^'' a'-c t5'« friend of the inc.ruptd.Ie I>h..Il,on

; that will be an answer to overvbodv' Y
Mill >, .eld ^o„ still brtter against all suspieion."

lH...lose, said Thuillier, >n have something on yomud that you ...^t toll me: it is unnatural that fo^ a simpt^r al,,a,t a wonl you should wish to lose a friend as influenti

"Well, then," said la Peyrade, with an air of decision '

don t like ingratitude."
"i-Li.ion,

"Xor do I like ii any more than vou." said Thuillier witsorne heat ''and if you think of accusing nie of ,u"
"

b

catin;:. f)f ^^hat do you complain? ''.Vhat reproach can vo
Jave^n^ainst one whom only the other day L .^y^^
'•Xothin^and everything/' said la I'evra.le

; ^our «iste

but 1 ,t
!

" 'v"""""'
'"' ^^"^ ' "'"'"" '" .-- I'^'^j-^

chame Tl ' "" T '' '''"^'^' '^"^ '^''' ^ -" ^^^tect ;change. There are p.ople about who set thennelves to unjorniine me; and Urigitte has but one thought nd tha

J u such .>.> 1 an, do not urge such claims, and J have cer-

con c.^. that 1 Ma.s f,r from expecting such treatment "
Coiiie, com., said Thuillier. seeing a tear in the barrister'sc>o. by he g mer of which he was conipletelv duped "I do,

'

friend
•• ''' '"'" '"''"^ ''' '^^' y^'"' '""^'^ ^^"^'"^

"No,- said la IVyrade. "Since my delay in getti.m vou the
( ross. I a„, only lit to be thrown to the dogs, as thev Tav CinI Btruggl.. against secret influences? ^lon Dieu' trkZthi. panii.hlct ot which you lun. .poken too freelv, and which
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li,i> (ii.4urbo(l tlio government, lias been an obstacle to voiir

iM.iiiinatior These ministers are so stupid that they would
r.ithrr have laeir hand foreed by the fame of tlie publieation,
ih^in to give you the Cross with a good grace, simply as a re-

u;ir.l for your services. But these are tlic mysteries of politics,

ui.irh your sister knows nothing about."

"What the devil!" said Thuillier. "I consider myself a
[if.tty close observer, and 1 do not see that Hrigitte has
( iMiiged toward you."

"It is true." said la Peyrade; "you are so sharp-sighted that

}
;i do not always see Madame de Godollo alongside Brigitte;

>'- seems now that she cannot live without her."

"Oh, hoi it is perhaps a little jealousy on our mind I" said
Tliiiillier slyly.

".lealou.sy!" answered la Peyrade. "I don't know whether
tiMt's the proper word; but anyhow your sister, who is not at
.'ill above the o'-dinary, and whom I am astonislied tluit a man
"> your intellectual superiority should allow to assume a su-
j>n ii'.acy which she uses and abu.^es "

"How can I help it, dear fellow?'' interrupted Thuillier,
-u king in the compliment ; "she is so entirely devoted to me."

"I acknowledge the weakness." replied la Peyrade; "but,
1 I' peat it, your sister is altogether inferior to yoii. And what
1 -ly is that when a man of the value which you claim to
n "gnize in me does her the honor of advising her, and who
'i-'ntes him.eelf to her as I have done, it cannot be agreeable
t iiim to see himself supplanted by a woman como from no

knows where, and all on account of some trumpery cur-
t t!< and a few old chairs she has helped her to purchase."
"With women, as you well know, household atfairs come

!' ''re all else," replied Thuillier.

"A?iother thing I can tell you, Brigitte, who has a finger in
ything. has an equal pretension to use a high hand in our
• affairs: you. being so remarkably clear-sighted, nmst have
thai to Brigitte nothing is less certain than my marriage

• =!i Mademoiselle Colleville notwithstanding my love has
''II solemnly authorized by you."
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"Well," paid Thuillicr, '-'I shoulf] liko to ,-oc any one rlare
to intorforo witii my arran-rcmcnts."

"To say nothinjir of Dripittc," replied the advocate, "there
is Ponio (1110 else occupied in di>arriHi<.'iii,ir our plans, and that
is Mademoiselle Celeste herself. In spite of the hickeriiicrs
about reli.-ion, her mind is not the less filled with tliat little

"But why not have Flavio put a stop to it?"'

"I-'lavie, my dear! no one knows her so thorou.irhly as you.
She IS a woman before bein;.' a mf)ther; I have found it neces-
sary to do a little courting' in that (piarter mvself; and yen
understand that, thon-h she may will the marriage, she would
not ur-e it very nineh."

"Well," said Thuillier, "leave tliat matter to me; Fll speak
to Ccl(>ste; I won't have a chit of a girl laving down the law
for me."

"That's jnst what I don't wish you to do," exclaimed la

Peyrade; "don't interfere in this at all. Outside of your
relations with your sister you have an iron will ; it shall never
be said that I took advantage of vour authority over CelesiP
to have her placeii in my arm.s; on the contrary," I wish her to
have full control of the disposition of her heart; only I th.ink
that she should be required to definitely decide between mv>eif
and Monsieur Felix, for I don't want" to remain in this posi-
tion, which is distracting me. The posti)oneinent of this mar-
riage until you are elected depuiy is a dream. It is impos-
Eible for me to consent that the greatest event of my life sli.ill

be left to the chances of the future; and besides, that ar-

rangement to which we at first agreed has a flavor of the
market which is not agreeable to me. I ought, moreover, niv
dear sir, to confide to you something to which I am impelled
by all the diiricultie? which surround me. Dutocq can infniei
you that before leaving the apartments in the Rue Saint-
Dominique an heiress was otTere.l me who has a larger fortune
than ^radenioiselle Colleville. I refused that because I fnni-

ishly let mv heart be won, and because an alliance with ;i

family as honorable as your own seemed the more to be de-
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-:.-,(!: I'ut. nft.T Mil. it iiii-ht 1„. MS uvll to l.'t Brijzitte un,L>r-
-•.iMil tllMf. Ill CMM. Crl.^t,. .-hnul.l U'UlM' mv. I shjlll IK,! be
! :-li''(l into the stri'cl."

1 can PMsily l,..|i,.v.. tliMf." sMi.l Ttiiiillior; "!.ut as for put-
M.-' all tli<- (Icoisioii ,)f this airair Mt the nicrcv of that -^irl'a
h.al. find if. as you say. she luis a faiicv for tliat Frlix-^^^

"

I nil iiHlifrciviit to that." sni.l the barrister : "but I rannot
r mam any lon-.-r in my iin-.^nt position. It is intolerable
; •

liic. You talk about your fiamphlet. T am in no fit condition
!' finish it; you are m bidies' ihmu and can understand the
'i nniiMtion tliMt tiiose ereMtures fatallv e.xerciso over our

••IVhaw!" said Tlmillier. eoneeitedly. "tliev took to mo,
I

:

I didn't often care for them; I just took'them and left
':.' III."

'^es. but I, with my Southern nature, am passionate; and
til' n Celeste has other attraotion.s besides fortune. Brou<iht up
*'.v .\niirself, under your nun eyes .vou have made her an'^ador-
..'! child; .mly it was a ^'reat weakness to allow that bov,
''''> IS not in any degree suited to her, to install himself in her
f:i!,(\-.'

'Vou are right ten times over: but it was first a childish
f irv. Felix and she played together: you eaine nuieli later,
!•

!
It proves our high regard for you that when you presented

v-iir-ilf we rencumeed our former ]n-ojeet-."

•Vnu. yes," said la Peyrade. "With a head filled with lit-
" •; ideas, which are marked with bri«:ht wit and full of
1! :•' iligenee. you have a heart of gold. With vou the relations
a!'-ur(>. and you know what you want. liut' when vou speak
'

• I'.'igitte of hastening the time for the marriaire,' you will
i'; 'i hnw iiitterly she will oppose the arramreinent."

••Well. I think that Brigitte has always wished and still
^m--: to have you for a son-in-law. if F mav so speak. But
'!' ilier slie wishes it „r not. pray believe that in important
^•ii'h rs I am master r,f niv own will. Onlv state exactly what
V. M ,\o<\ro. then we will start off at a rapid pace, and von will
>'' 'hat evervthinir will 'ni well."

mm.
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"I tliink T will niiish your p.iiiij.hl.'t. for. Lcfor.' all vW
think of you."

;-JVrtni„lv." ..ai.l Thuilli.T, '"uo oi,rrl,t not to sink in port
Wol! then, start from the idea that J am ovorwheln,,.,

Ptnp..fi(.,| l,v ih,. prospect of this marria-x<' hoin-,' frustrate!
do you see? Vou uill not -et a pa-e from mo until th
question is settled one way or the otiier."'

^'Tut your doirrs in definite terms," said Tluiillior.
"Naturally, if Celeste's decision ^'oes au'ainst nic. I wi«h tknow ,t at once. If it is my fate to make a marriafjc of eo„

ven.enee. at least I do not want to let slip the chance of whic
i have spoken to von."

"Be it so; but how Ion;: a respite will von ^rive us?"
"I. seems to me that a ^nrl should be able to make up ho

mind in a fortni;,dit."

"Without a doubt." replied Thuillier; "Imt I have the .rn,,t
CHt repu-nanee in allowinrr Celeste to deei<lo without appe,d

'

I accept the chances. I will at least be relieved from tin-
uncertainty, which is the main point; and between vou an,l
me. T am iir)t takm.i: such a risk as I appear to. It i's not in
a fortnight that a son of Phellion, who is, one mav .«av ob-
etinacy incarnate in silline,<.s, will make an end of his pliilo-
sophical hesitations, and certainlv Celeste will never accept
him for her husband until he gives her proof of his conver-
sion."

"That is probable. But if Celeste dawdles over the matter:
suppose she won't accept the alternative?''

"Vou will have to look after that," said the Proven(,'al. "I
don't know how you manage families in Paris, but in .uir
country of .\vignon it would be without parallel that a voung
Moman should be ;.riven such libertv. If vou, your sister'(<up'-
posing that she is acting fairlv), a father, and a mother can-
not sueccMJ in making a child, who.-^e dowry you are to
fnrnish. declare her mind in a matter so simple and so na-
sonai>le as to decide l)etween two suitors.—well the sooner you
writ.> ov.T the door of the house that Celeste is queeu and sov-
ereign the better."

i^ «

^^^^'
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'•We've not come to that yet," said Thuillior, with a firn»
IIMIIIHT.

-As f,.r ,v.)u, my old boy,-' replied hi iVvra-ks -I niu>l put
.^"11 nil nritil after Celeste has .leeided. Thei.. whatrvrr inay
'' 'ny lortnne. I will ^„ to work, and m three davs vour pain-
i
!.lrt will he ready." " ' '

•U'ell," replied 'rhiiillicr. "now that I know what is in vour
iiiind, I will po rind talk with Brigitto."
••Vour e.,nelusi..n is a sorry om-," .«aid la I'cvrade; "T,ut

nnlortunately. it ran't be helped."
"U'hat do y.iu mean?*'
'•! should prefer, you can readilv imagine, to hear vou say

I

-It the matter is settled; but old habits eannot easilv be

••Ah! you think I am a man without will, unable to aet for
!!.\-rlf:-'

"Xo; but I should like to he in a corner, to see how vou will
i'l'n.Kh the subject to your sister."

"I "11 open it frankly .nth Brigitte, and / tvill not have any
"i'.ii'ctions.

-^

-y.! my poor fellow," said la Peyrade, clapping him on
t;:- >houhler, "since Chnjmlc, in 'Femmes Savante?,' who has
:;' continually seen many brave warriors who have struck
tM.ir flags before the powerful will of women use,! to dom-
iii.r.'

^^^
We'll see about that," said Thuillier, making a theatrical

This eagerness to see his pamphlet finished, and the doubt
-;:

nilly thrown over the intle.xibilitv of his will, had made
^

': .IS furious as a tiger; and he went out in a mood to visit
vhole household with fire and bloo.l if he were re^i<ted

W li.'n he returned home Thuillier at once put the question
' ' "' Rrigitte. She, with her native wit. good sen-e and
'-iiMu. pointed out that by thus hurrving on the previous
^^rr.ngements for the marriage thev were disannin.r iln-m-
- -'s: they could not .say when the election occurred whether
': l>nrrister would he as energetic for success. "It might
' ^aid the old maid, "the same as with the Cross."

-i
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"TIkto's a (lifTcrciicc." n'pli.Ml 'I'liiiillicr; ^'tho Croi^s t
Jiot (IcpuKl .lincily ,,n lii l',.vra.i,. I. in i,,- mlliicricf in ;

Jirroiuiissi'iiidii he cinplovs a- lie uill,-."

•••^11(1 if li,. wills," rvi..rtc(l liri^'iii,.. -afur uo jinve fcai
(•red 111.-; iirst, to work on liis own aaoiuil r llc'fi very ai
hitioiis."

This (lan.ircr did not fail to strike the t'nlinv ••andidatc, \vl

ncvcrtlirlcss thoii-lit ]„, nii-lit dciM.nd xn>nn the honor of
J'cvradc.

"It IS not a i)articularly delicate honor," replied Mri"itt
"when a man tries to p-t out of a har-ain he made, and h
Idea of dan-ljn.ir ii lump of sn.uar hefore us ahout -ettin-- 'veii
pamphlet finish<.d doon't plea-^e ,„,. at all. Couldn-t Phelli.
help vou? Or. ! think, Madame de (i.,doI|,,, who is we
known in political eircles, ...uld hire vou a journalist; thei
are plenty of such down at the heel: vou .uuld ^i the wh..i
thin>r (lone for a twenty-crown ]iiece."

"And tlie secret." rcpli,.d Thuillier, "would then bo in th
possession of two or three peopl... X.,' j „„„t have la Pev
Tilde, lie knows it, and he can imp<,>e his own terms li'
Pides, after all. we promised hint Celeste, it is onlv fulfllUn'
the promise a little earlier; the Kin- of course, may dissolv,
the ( hamber at awy moment."

"But if Celeste won't have him:-'" objected Bri>;itte
;'8ho must do as we wi>h. We ou-lit lo have tluiu-lif m

this when we made the agreement with la Pevrade for we ' m.
given our word. Besides, Celeste is all.,wed'to choo.e bet>".^.'
liim and Phollion."

"So you really h,>lievo," said the skepti.al Mile. Thuil'iM-.
that should Cele.vte decid^ in favor of J-Vdix, vou ran mH

count on la Peyrado's devotion?"
"What else can I <Io? Tlmse are his conditions. BcM.le.

he has made calculations of the whole business, he know< thv
leli.\ will not so soon decide to l)rinir Celeste a certili-a!- -«('

confession, and if he does not do this that little witch will n-.t

accept him for her husband. La Pevra.le plavs a cl.vcr
game.'

'
^ -



TriK MIDDl.K ri.ASSKS 2.10

citlc it

111 r tliat

'•Too clcvor," .Slid Ilii-itic: •{ ^^,m'l int.Tf.Tc:
;

- ^oii plpiisc; iill this Mliriiiiii- i- not to mv ta>ir "

l''inilli.T s,-nv Mni.'. Cnllcvill,.. aii-l iiUimatr,! i,,

' • :• -tr imi.-t iic iiilnrriird nf il,,. prujccls -.Aunit Iht.
Wlu'ii iiifoniird i!i;ii ^1|,. ,„„,, ,.|,.;,,.,. |„.,„,„.n I.y.lix and la

I' i-iKlo, the iiaivr (hild u,H only .truck Kv tlip advantajr,.
'' "'I'- of till' alternatives ollVred : >!,,. thnu-lit >\u- had -aiiiHl
' !'"iMt hy oons'iitin- to an an-an-eni.'iit uhiel, ma.le herself
;" mistress of dispo.-in- of !ier per.on and to he.tou- he,- heart
.- ^he wivjie,!. I'.iu I;, p.yrade had not iniseah nhited when
I- reclamed that the reli-ion< inlolrrance on on,, part and
'' tl"' ntlicr side the i)hilosopliical intlexihilitv of I'hellioii
' nhl create an invineihie (,hstac!e to their coniin- to^'ether.

<'eleste had never I.een olliciiilly authorized to hestow her
•
!'''tions upon I"eli.v. On the contrarv, on a j)n-vioiis occasion

I'.ivie had expressly forhidden her to hold out anv hope to the
}-iin- profe.ssor: hut ,<he fdt herself supi.orted' hv Madame
lliuillier. her ^'odniother, to whom alone she had' c'iveii her

' nfidenee, and -enily yield..! to lier inclinations" without
.' vmp herself much anxietv as to the obstacles which miHit
ir::. rvene to thwart her elioice.

"

The evening of tli.> same day when Flavie had been in-
-!Mcted to commuin'cate to Celeste the soverei;rn will of the
iiiuillier.s the Pheilions came to pa-s their "evening with
I'Ti-'itte. and a sharp engagement took place between the
;- Hig people. Mademoiselle Collevillc did not n.vd the warn-
in- advice given by her mother, that il would b.. v.wv tinbe-
- i.'img for her to alh.w her.elf to mention to I-Ydix the eondi-
- '';il approval <,f his suit. Celot,. had too much delicacy of
t'; ing and too much religious .irdo,- to desire the conversion
' !

iier lover on any other terms th.m his own conviction. Their
'::'eting was spent entirely in the.dogica! debates: and love i^
- ~t range a Proteus, and can tak.- such unexpected shape«^
'

l "ven when clothed in a black robe and s.piare hat. he was
^ ?

M) unattractive as one might imagine; but I'helli.m junior
-; m the encounter more than iisuallv unhukv and bhm-

'1' ring. He would concede nothing; he took on an air of airy
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aiKl ironical iinpurian.v. -.nul ni.!,,| |,y fmrlv puitin;: Crh-
bosulc iKTMlf; >!„. rnn.Ic a (l.(i„,l,' riiptiin' u'ltli luinraiKl f,

ba.l.' Inni apprann;,' in li, r prcsmc- for tli.' riUiir.'.

Ila.l iIk' ynnn;: ^avant Imvm a nintv cxiMricnccd L.vcr
w.Hild liav.. ,allc<l ..n (V.|..>tr. th,. v.r.v n.'\t dav; f.,r hrar
Ticvcr apprna.h .-o n,ar tu an uiid.rManilin- as when th,
liiiv<. (],clarc(l th,. ,i,.r,.>Mty f..r an •trrnal scparatiMn. IJut th
law is not a nHc of lo-anthnis. and IVlix IMidlion, incapah
of gnc.-sin- It. hclicvcl hiniMlf .mtiou-Iv and wrv j)ositiv.
J.r..sfTd.cd

;
to tiiaf ..xtrnt ind...! that dnrin- llu" fortni"!

^'ivcn to the youn^' ^'irl f..r hrp d..(.i>ion, and althou^di ho w;
expect. (! l.y (Viot.. day hy .lav an.l niinnte l.v minute \vl

thoufrht no in.^r.. of hi l',.yrad.. than if he was cntir.dv out c

the questi..n. this pi,i;,|,I.. hoy lu,d n..t the m-.^t " distar
ihou^dit .if hrvakin^' the han.

Lu.'kily for this h.'ni-hted Iov.t a h.^ncficent fairv w,-i

watehin^r over liim. an.] the dav i)efore the one on "uhi,-
Celeste must .I..clar.> Ii.t choice, this came to pass. It ua
Sunday, the day on whi.li the Thuilli.Ts still afTect..! th.^i

peri.)(lieal reception.-.

Convinced that the leaka;,'e, vul^'arlv known as the "ha.^kf
dance," wa.s the ruin of tlie fortunes of the bo.st cstablisliineiit^
Mil

.
I'hellion was in the hiij.it of -oinjx in person to purclia.«.

from her tradespeople. Fr..m time immemorial in tiie l'li.4

lion honsehol.]. Sun.lay was the .lay of the pot-au-fcu* anc
the wife of that prcat citizen, in an intentionally dowdy cck
tume, such as pood liousewives bundle themselves ^^^ in"whcr
they go niarkt^tin.:. was prosaieallv returninir from the hutch-
orV, f.iilowed by her cook, who carri.-d inlxT basket a lint
cut of rump of heef. Twice had Aio runir her d.wr-bell. an.l
threatening was tlie ,st..rm bn^win- fop liie servant-boy. whn
was placin.iT his mistress in a position less tolerable than thut
of Loui.s XIV.. who only "nearlv"' waited, bv not opcnin-
her .loor. Just as she pave the bell a third feverish, excited
pull, you can judge .. her confusion when phe perceived a
coupe draw up, and .lescendinp tlierefrom a lady whom she

* A popular FYonch dish of stowed bocf : tho same namo is given to the stock-pot.

h'L
n y- Ml -rmt '^^rmmimm
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n.utrni70(], at this iintirnrlv l.oiir, i.s tli.> ch'itnnt Comtcsge
I run (Ic fjodollo. the Iliini.'ari)in.

I"'<'iiiin^' fi Marl.'t-i.iiipic, the iinlinpj.v lioiir^rooisp ooni-

!

"Vly lost her luM.i
: .hv Hound.. red in (•xcuscs. .ii.h moro

^i''K'.v,ird than the last, « hni l«hrlli„n. attired in a dn'ssin^'-
- un and (imk va]., canir out of hi,- Mudv to 1,-arn wliat the
': iMcr was. After a speech, the pomp..sitv of whicli made
•''

VU' amends for the ,i,-;,/i;/,- „f his eostume. the ^'reat citizen
"11 that serenity wliich never deserted him. -allantlv ofTereJ

- Hand to the stran-er, an.l aft.T havin- installe.l her in the
m' -n :

I'erhaps, without indiscretion. I mi-lit ask Madame la
<-nitesse," said he, "to wiiat I am indebted for the advan-
M-' -. SO unlioped for, of tiiis visit?''

•I d.'sired," replied the Hun.irarian. "to have a talk with
Al M„ifne I hellion „n a suhject of vital interest to her; I have
t.i^' ti the hherty of eallin-j upon her, although so little known
' ' iiiadame."

-Well now, madanie. this is an unexp.eted honor for our
fr,m!,!e home—hut what has become of Madame I'hollion'"'
ii'.'i'd the worthy man impatiently, going towards the door.

"Ilo not disturb her, I be- of vou." said the Countes« "I
jir,.. come inopportun.dy, in the midst of household cares
br:-itte IS tra.nin- me up. and I know the nspcct one ought
t-

.

ave for domestic duties, ^roreove^. I am not to bo pitied,
f'" I have the compensation of vour companv, upon which I
''•^'' not allotted."

!>• ture Phellion could reply Mme. Phellion appear. -^
: a cap

'^;;!i ribbons had r.'placed the market hat. an.l a large shawl"
' :iled the other things lacking in the morning toilet On'-
'
ntrance of his wife the great citizen made as thou<rh he

"'"'d retire.
'^

"Monsieur Th.-llion," said the Countess. "v..u are not out of
!

m our conference: on the contrary, vour excellent jud.T.
lii-rt may be of the utmost ben<.fit in clearing up a question
!';;!

l<"ss interesting to your worthy wife than to yourself; I
•! -I'le to the marriage of monsieur, vour son."

i6
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"Til.- iiiiirriaLV .>f in\ m,ii !

'

-.11. 1 Mm.. I'lirllinn, with
''" "•' •i-l"ni-iiii,.iit

; "iMil I iiiii iini .-lu.iiv tli;it iiiivtimiu'
flH' kiml 1> (III the t;||,|- ill jilV-.Ilt."

"'I'lu- !ii;iiriii-.. <,r Mui.M.itr l-Vlix -,,1, c,'.!..,,,. is. F tliiii

mv of w.ur d.-ins" r.'f)lud the ('..ntil. -. -ii' nut uur <.f vo
pnijri t>:-"

"\Vf lijivr (HV.r, Ili;i(|,ilii.'," Sll.l I'hcllinll, 'tiikfll ;il

spcclill M.Ii> tuu.inl lli;,t nl,j..(t,"

'•I I^^^u• th.it i\:\] w,.|!." ivpli,.,! tl,.. Ilun-.iriiiii ; "on tl

(•on(rai-v.
. ;„ h ,„!,• ..f u„ir f;,,„il_v s.v,„s to ,tmlv how to uu

lify iiiv rlFniK: l,i,t niic tl,i,i- i. <I,,ir. iiii.l that 'is. in spif (

'ill til'' rvMTVc. and— I will ii<,| Miiiicc thf niatln—-in ^pi
of all 111,, hiiiiirliii- hrnii-hi i,, ,i„. niana-cnimt of th
alFair, the y,nw^ ]unpU- I„vo each oiln r. and tlirv will lia\

wry stronu' r.'a>nii to .Minplain if tlav aro not iitiilcd. ]|

to prcwnt thai <ata>tr.,phr that I liavo cnin,. hnv this niorr
in;r."

"U'.. caiuint, madaiMc.-* ^aid I'licllinn. "fail to hr profonndl
touched hv the iiitrn-t \,,ii iiianifi'>t f,,r tht' happiness of on
Hon ; but truly that im.Trst

"

'"U so iiic\plical.lf." iiitcrniplcil the C'onntoss. "that i

uiaki'S Vdii siisj)i('ii)iis
!''

"Oil, ma. lame." sai.j l'lwlli..n, h..win- with a respectful
(leprecatory air.

"I!ut .he explanation is very simple.'" interrupted th.

Countess, with animation. '-('el.-K" is a d.^ar. iimoeent chiM
and I detect a ni..ral valn.- in her that 'nak.-^ mc re'Tot to >•.•

her sacrificed."

"It IS tru.'." sai.l Mnie. rhellion. "that (Vleste is an an".'
of sweetness."

"While, as for .M.msieur F.'lix, I dare to interest myself in

him h....an.M.. Ilr-i. he j, the w..rthy s.m of the most virtu..u.-
of fathers

"

".Ma.lam... i he- " ,;,;,! l>h,.lli..n with a trraccful ob.'i-

sance.

_

".\n<l further hy tl,.- awkwaniness of his true l.,ve, wlii.h
IS apparent in his every act and word. We more mature
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«"!nrn .,in fiiid .1.1 iiic\piv--ii,|,. ,1

• 'I under 11 fnnii uhii h d,,,

i.irm ill w.id liini: the pas-

'iiiMiiidcr-taiidiiiL.'-."'

Mi'l imil.Kv 11^ uilll derijillnns

"''' I'l't. l.,V-n„ i. „.,, hnlliaMI.".-;nd Mme. I'llell,,.,, u.th
Y-i;';-"/'f<.irln..-. .nher,,,,,,.;--!,..

,. n., a v,,u,.:^,„an
't l.i-hiori. • '^

'';"
'"__

l'''^ flH. mn,v ..^-enl.al .,'.al,t,e.." rrplu.! ,1...I"!--: iir. unro,,..,,,,,. mhtiI win,!. ,s tl.,- Ii„al Marnp .,f

^^

••i.._lnnl>. ma.lam..;-' .aid I-helli,.,,. "vo, <o,Mp. 1 „s f, hoar

••'In.t arc. not hevon.I (he truth.- interrupted the CuurMoss.
,' ;''^" •""'"•• '<;'>on: I a,u n.„ partieularlv deMro„s that
- '

.^'"'''-I'^l' i-mndehappv. heisfaNe;n,davarieio,H
" "; nnn of their hopes this ,„an e-.nnts on hnihli,,,. his

;" IS HTtain.- said IVIl.on. '-.hat Monsieur do h. TVv,
iKis ,h,rl< depths u-hnh tho I,;:ht ha. never penetrated"

A'i'l MS I was my nnsfortuno to have had a l.ushand of this
;;'•;'-. tho thought ah.ne of the torture ,o whieh (4 to-M ..rosorv,dhy>ueh a fatal union, has pven n,o i. th^
' re.f of hor .alvatH.n that in.puUe of eharitv whieh mav" i"ni.'cr surprise vou."

•
-

-Ue did not no^d sueh eonclu.ive oxph.nations. n,adnn,o."
' '

'"ll".n. to .vxplain your conduct : hut as vou have tohl
-^ where wo are ren.i- it appears to nio that vou should
r l> mdf.-. .' what you would have us do in the future

"'

';'" nn^ has it heen since anv of your fan.ilv have visited
l_'""lliors.'Monuind.d tho Count.-^.

-W'li, if T.iy me.norv -ervos n>o." said I'hellion. "wo woro

'. '-.'warm.n.^''' '•'
''""""'"^ ''"' '^'""'^'' '" '"•"'"• '^^ ^h''

;;\VHI it is a full fortnight. Do vou ima.ino that nothin.
• .-nportanco could occur in that tin-oV' said tho IIu,;

•"!•.•! truth, those three .rloriou< davs woro onou.di in 18.10

;;:

-yWn a perjured dvna.v and lav the n.uniJion!^
'"I'T of thin.^s under winch we arc now .^overn,„l '
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m
V:-'.

"You a>o it yourself," said the Countess. "And oa tl

last evcnnirr did nothing occur between Celeste and monsiei
your son ?"

"Truly." rei)lied IMuHion, "a disa^m.eahle conversation
the subject of religion; it must be allowed that our go,
(eleste who iu every oilier respect has a most lovelv natui
IS a little fanatical in the matter of pietv."
"I iigree with you," said the Cou.:te-.s'; "hut she was rais,

hy the mother wlioni you know ; she lias never been shov
the face of sincere piety; she has „nly seen its mask; repen
ant Mag.lalens of Madame Colh.ville's kind alwavs wear i

air of wishing to retire into the desert in company with
d.'ath s hea.l. They think that's the best market at Vhi.li i

get religion. After all, now, what was it that Celeste a-kr
of Monsieur Feli.x ? Only that be would read The Imitatio
of ( hrist. '

"Jle has done that, madame," replied Phellion ; "he find
It a wcll-writtcn boo'

. hut his convictions—thafs the mi^fm
tune—have not in the least changed by its perusal."
"Do you think it shows much cleverness not to let his mi«

tress see some little change in the inflexibility of his comic
tions?"

"yiy son, madame, has. never received from me the lea«
lesson in smartness; loyalty and tlie right, these are the prin
cipies I have inculcated."

"It seems to me, monsieur, that he is not wanting in lovalt^
to his convictions, when in dealing with a sore mind he tako^
some pains to avoid irritating it. Admittinir, however, that
.Monsieur telix owes it to himself to act the part of a bar ol
iron, against which all the supplicati.uis of (Vlc^te beat in
vain, is that any reason why, after such a scene,—which was
not the first of the kind, and which had the character of an
open rupture,—when he had the opportunity to meet her in
Hrigittes drawing-room, a neutral territory, he should .=iilk

in his tent for a fortnight ? Above all, ought he to crown this
absurdity by a proceeding which is incompreliensible to niP,
and which—known to us but recently—lias carried desp;ir

'^""^"^^
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to t!ir^ heart of Celo.^to, accompanied by a lively sense of irri-
V.U'.nUf

"My son is incapable of actinj; thus. It is impossible I
:.u nothing of what yon alhid- to," said Phclliou; '"but I

!• nnt hesitate to declare that you have certaiiilv been misin-
:-r!Mcd. '

••\ntlun? is more true, thou-h. Y.)un<r Colleville, home
:

r ;iij hall-lu.liday. has just told us that since last Suiidav but
-' Monsieur Felix, who had alwavs -rone with the utmost
•-Miajity every other day to teach hiin, has m)t been near

:ii!: nless your son is ill, this is a prievous blunder. On
''- !-otin<r with which he stood with the sister, he should have
::- n the brother two lessons a day rather than choose this
ii!:<' to Withdraw his attentions."
TIm" Phellions. husband and wife, stared at each other, ad if
' -iilti'ig how to replv.

•Mv Mm," sai.1 Mmv. Phellion. "is not exacllv ill; but, as' liave seen ht to reveal this to us. a thing very strange and
;;

'if all like himself, 1 must admit that since (elestx^ told
:ii; lii.it all was over between her and Fe-lix, a most extraor-

nange has passed over him; .Monsieur Phellion and
- it are very uneasy about it."

-Vcs, madame," said Phellion, "the voung man is certainly
i .It ease.""

"
-^

•Uhat is the matter with him?" asked the Countess, with

••'»n the evening of the stormy .^cene,'" said Phellion, "my
:

.

on returning home, shed scalding tears on the bosom of
- Mi.'ther, and gave us to understand that he believed the
•
' his life was over."

AihI yet." said Mine, de tJodollo. "nothing but what is
'nil liapj)ened; lovers always make tlie worst of every-

•V.rv true," said Madame Phellion; "but since that mo-
! i-elix has not made the slightest allusion to his unhap-

.
and he returned to his labors with a sor. of frenzy.' !iiat also seem natural to vou?"'
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"That can he <'\plaiii('(l. Study is consinercd a fjroat c

soh'T."

"XcithiiiL'- is iiinr,. triic." saii] l'hclli(.n. -Ijut in Felix's \vl

inarincr thi-tv is an cxcitcini'nt. and at the >anif time a c

ceiitratinn (Hllieiilt to h(> docrihcd. \,m speak to iiirn and
seems imt m hear you: he >iis at tahlc and lor^irets to eat;
v]>c he takes his t'ood so ah-ent-niiii(iedly as to he. so sav
medical profession, mo-t injurious to the di^e.-tive proce
his dulic. his iVLHiJar occupations, we have to remind li

of.— he so extremely n'undar. so punctual. The other (

wiiile he was ;it i!i,. Conservatory, whciv he now passes all

cvenini:-. oidy rcturninir home in the small hours, I went ii

his room niid l.Mik,.,! into his papers : madaine. 1 was ab
lutcly alarmed (in sccjni: a jiapcr covered with al;r«'l)raic e

eulations which, hy their extent, seemed to nu' to pass 1

heyoiid tlic limits nf the human intellect."'

"Perhaps." said the Countess, "he is on the eve of the <]

covery of a miirhty prohlem."
"Or else on the road to lumiey."' said Mme. Phellion. in

low tone, uttering' a sigh.

"A inind e,|aahic and calm as is his need not he afraid
that." sail! the Countc-^. "I-Jut a irreater dan-jer threate
his understand in,i:. Unless we stop it this evening by
masterstroke. Cclc.-te is lost to him forever."
"Mow is that:-"' said the I'hellion.s, with one voice.
"Perhaps ynu are ignorant of the fact that Thuillior ar

Iiis sister had entered into an ex[)ress engagement with
Pf\vrade that he >hould marry Celeste." .said the Countess.
"Wc .It Ica-t liad our mi^uivini:-." said Phellion.
'•Hut the fullilment of these engagements was put off to

d:>tant p(>riod. and suhjt'ct to certain conditi(ms. After ^[ni

sieurde la INyrade had secured the property in la Madelein.
lu! was to obtain the Cro^s of the [.egion'of Honor for )

Thuillier, write a political pampiib't for him. and finallv t

procure for him a >cat in the Cliamher of Deputies. It'wa
like a romance of chivalry, in which the hero was to obtain tli

hand of the jiriiue-s on condition of exterminatinj; soni

ragon.

jj
Jjlfr'v ^^\;i

(ViliiiL' " 1
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"M.uL.mo is v.Ty hri^'ht." .ai,] Muhnw VhvWum to her
I. unhand, wlu, sifr„;,|,.d to luT iiot 1o i II t iTrupt.

-l have no tini..." rcplird the Count.'-, "ana it wotil.l ho
>>•• Css TO toll yon of the nmiuoiivros hi Povra.lo lias practised
'

liMston this niarria-o. hut it coiuvrns vou to know that
" inks to his duplicity, (Vh-t.- was foree.I io droi.le in a fort-

-hi ..etwoon hiin and Mon>i,.ur Felix; that time expire, to-
-rniw, and. ,.wm,- t<. tho unfortunato turn taken throu-di

'III- sons altitude, thcro is iiiiniinent dan^^or of her sacrifi-
•i- her wounded feelin<,'s on the altar of her love a.-d in-

-niicts."'

••Hut what ean ho done to hinder this, niadame?" asked
i iii Mion.

•n.Ldit. monsieur; eonie this evonin- in full force to the
lliwilliers

; mdnce your son to eoine : lecture him until he
t';-nios rathor more thxihlo in his j.hilosophical opinions
lin.<. said Henry l\\. -is worth a mass;' hut tell him to
'

'Id sueh .piestions. II,. , an fin.i in his heart some aeeents
"i'^il'lc ot movin- the woman he loves. To he on the rhdit
-.le of her IS a .rreat advanta-e. 1 will he there, and will
-:^t yon to the l„.st ni my ahilitv. and perhaps, under the

in-piration of th.. moment. I shall hit upon .somethin- that
•''• 'i render my assi>!amv valuahle. On,, thin- is sure we
'^^" 1" fi.irht a hi- hattl,.; if en,-!, one .I.,,., not strive to his
!-iiir,st. la I'eyrade will <:;ut) the vi,.tory."

•My son is not h, iv. madame." said I'hollion. "I wish
!

i.ad heen; you miulit hav,. aroused him from his torpor
'l--w'V,.r. I shall nnpiv~s upon him th,. ...ravitv ,)f the situa-

n and certainly he will aeeompanv us this evenin- to tlie
I iiuiUiers .

it is unnecessary to say," added the Countess, as she rose,
-a we must he careful not to give anv appearance of collu-

' ": It would he hotter, in fact, not t,) he seen speakin- to-
'lier."

*"

I can assure you. madame. ,d' mv jiruden.-o,"* replied Phel-
•'. "an.l you will please to accept the a.-suranc,.

"

"f your most distin-ui.«.|icil sentiments."' interrupted the
'iiitess, laughing.
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•No. nia.lanu'/' j:nivcly nsinaulcd Phcllion, "I rese-
that fon.mla for the c.rwlu.^ion of niv letters; but you w
please mvept ilu- most )nnitleral,le ^'ratitude of mvself "

•We will >p,.ak of that when we are bevond all danger
Slid .Mm,.. ,K. (iudollo. iroin- toward the door, "and if M
•'"';" .'''"'lion, the te„den.>t ai,d most virtuous of mothe'
jHid wives, wdl arrant me a little place in her regards, I sha
l>e fully repaid.

Mme. I'h,.lIi,,M lauiirhe.l into an endle.ss sea of compliment
1 he ( .,uni,.s ,n her earria.^e was some distance away befor

' '"'"""I I'^i'l '-.i-.l nllVriiiir his mo.^t respectful salutation-
In J.roportion as the (dement of the Latin quarter becam

Je,-.s assi, iions :,nd le.s f,v,|n..nt in attendance at Bri-itte'
Kilo.i a livelier Pari>ian element l.e,-ran to infiltrate therein
111" house jt.^elf had furnished a contingent, and several of thnew tenant.s conlrihnted hy tln.ir presence to renew the aspeo
of the Sunday gatlierings. The new councillor had made .mimher ol recruits from amon<r his associates in the council
ihe may<,r of h,s arrondissement and several deputy mavor:
iiad called upon him after the removal to the Madeleine
quarter. Tiiuillier had hastened to return the civility; he had
also the same exi^erience with a number of the superior otlicer^
ot tiie iMrst Le-ion. Ahiong others came Kabourdin, the
former head of Tiiuil]i..r-s bureau. Having had the misfor-
tune to lose his wife, who..e salon had formerly been a rival
of A adame ( ol leville-s, IJabourdin occupied as a bachelor the
third lion. ,,f ,|„.,r house over the entresol. Ho was now a
<iireclor m o,„. of th,. numerous railroads, ever projected hut
a ways d.daye,! by the indecision of the Chamber or rival
''aims; but h.> had now b..come one of the most inportaiit
persona-.s in the world of finance. At the time of his re<iL-
nation. und,.r deplorable circumstances, of his position in the
nu^aux. 1 hellion was the onlv one in his olTice who had stood
hy him. I.e^ng n.nv in a position to rewar.l his friends i?a-
iH'urdm. meeting once more bis faithful subordinate, at once
nuKle him an olTer of an easy, lucrative position

"Mosieur,-' replied I'hellion, "your kindness both touches
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aiMl honors mc, but my franknes^s owes vou a coiifos.^ion wlnVli
I ini.^t you will not take amiss. [ havo^io !«.Ii,.r in th.-c iron
m.Mls, or 'railways,' as tlio Kn<,disli call them."
•"lou have a porfctt right to vour own opinion." siid Ka-

l-'inlin, smiling, "hut meanwhiio we j.av our cmphAvs v.ry
s..ii>facton]y, and I should he j.lcascd to havf vou wii'ii me in
1' 'I capacity. I know hy c.\i)cricncc that you are fullv re-
liilile."

".Mosicur," rcpli<.d (he great citizen, '•] did mv dutv and
i)"!limg more. As for the ollVr you liave been so\r..„d'a. to
n.ike me, I cannot accept it. Satisfied with mv lium!)Ie lot
I i'vl neither the need nor the desire to a-ain emhark on an
adniinistrative career, and, with the Latin poet. I may say:

" Claudite jam rivop, imcii, sat prata l)ihenint. "

Thn.« elevated in the social .<cale, ih." Thuillier salon still
mrdrd another element of vitalitv, and. to speak as
M'i'h'lon in the "Precienses ridicule.^." this -frightful
l:i'k- of amusement," alluded to hv Madame IMu'llion
i; lier conversation with Minard. required ivmedv-
:!

-: Thanks to the attention of .Mine. d,. (iodolln. the great
"r_'iiiizer, who happily profited by the former relations of
' "I'Ville with the musical world, a few artists came to mak.'
:! 'iiversion from homUuilc and h^^tou. Out of fashion and
''I'. ihe>^e two games had to heat a retreat hefore whist, the
"' manner, said the Hungarian Countess, with which rc-
-: !.il)le people can kill time.

liiv Louis XVL. who began hy putting his hand to re-
i'M:.-^ which were suhse.piemly to en;:;ilf his thnuie. Bri.ritte
II ;:r<t encouraged this interior revolution: and the need of
-n.ialilymaintaining her rank in the (piarter in whieli she
!-- decided to dwell, had rendered her docile to all the su--
-• • i'^ns of comfort and elegance. Hut by the <lav ..n which .,c-
' '•'I the scene we are aimut to relate, an apparetillv trivial

•
i had ivvealed to her the danger of the slope uimn which
"as standing. The greater numher of the new guest-s
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nitrmiuml l.y Tliuilli..r uvr.. in.;nnm. of tlio ^npromncv of
Hstcr 111 thr li-,u>rli„|.i; „p„„ ,,,r,v;,| th,.v naturally a<l
lliuilliPr to prcM'iit tiiciii iM '•inailanu'-: of course it wa^ i

pns.-ihlr ihat he could inlnriu th.'iii that his witV ua< hu
'lintiiiiv (luccn who -rnaiH.l under the inm hau.l of a Ric
'X'u. il„. ~oK. autlioriiy. Therefore il was imt until after th
J..v.-e„iat,nn to the ri-htful >oven.i-n that th.-v were int
""'•''I to r.ri.tritte: and fmni the e.,olness nf her -reetin"
.-iilli.M- Inmi h.T impatience ;„ l„.i„^. ,,,t ,.i,|,. ,;;,,„H.ntari
tHe.\ uere n,,l encoura-ed to ,,ut themselves uut to please )„

Uvn]r,>u:^ her lo^s of itnporian.e, this ()ueen Klizaheiwhoce .nstmet for authority was her rulit,:/ passion, said
iiorselt. "If I ,„n not on my ,:uard. I shall soon be nobo^
lioro.

''""l^'nni:' over this i.lva, >he l,,.,,,,, to think that in f
]>rojeet ot shann- a e.mimon houM.j.old with la I'evrade h
''nu. the hu>l.and of (cie^te. ,h,. .ituatmn. which alrea,
'"'-'•'" ^" •'•^""'' ''-'•• """I'l I- further ,-ou>pli,.ated. The
nun a M.ddeu intuition. Felix I'hellion. a ;:ood voun- nv,

too n,u,.l, ahMU^hed in Ms matl„.,na.i,.s ever to he;.o„,e a fomtdahle nva to her >overe,;:n,y. app..arc.d a far more sui
.".I." mal.-h than toe enlerprisin- harri.-t.T. She was the iiv
o re.n-et that the I'helli„„s h.d cune without their soi
TVsp.te Mtne. de (iodollo's advauee.. ,h,s terrible lover h;i
taken as ,i,nMde the la.t line of Mi!lcvovc.-s famous elo-v E
!<'jn lunaulr /,- vh,l ,in<~\hr hrloved c.-nne not.

As may wdl be ima-ined, j'.ri-itte was not th« onlv on., h
notice the persistenee with which the oh-tinate vouni: uvm
l^t'pl away Imm her re.-eptions. Madame Thuillier artle<dv
and ( eleste with feigned indifr,-ren<-,.. manifested their dis.p.
]>ointment. '

As for Mm... d,. (o.dollo. ul, u..t with^tan.linu' she possesso.i

J
remarkalMv tin., vo'ce. had Intlu.rto n.eded mn.h nnnn- be-W .•.u.senlin;, to sin;:, when .he .nv how I,t,le aUentinntHiX had p:,;d to h..r ..w,n.,.ls. a-k.d Ma. lame l'h..llinn tn

P ay the a. eompanim..nt. ar,d l.,.fw... n two stan.as of n popular
''•'Had sai.l to her, '-Well, an,! mon.i,.ur. vonr son >•'
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-H'' is coming- nplini Mm,... I'h.IHon ; '-his f„(h.,- .nuk.
ii'-t .niph.t.r.llv to iiini: Imt it htmis tliat to-ni^^h, .l,,.,.,.

';^' '"U>"H-,,un of sn„M. ph„„,s: it is, ^.nuul o,..Msio„ for'- ii-ntl.'.,,..,. ol th, ()l,HTvat<.ry: lie .]i,l not f,vl a. tl.o„,.h
'

'

'iiiild (li.-pcn.-c-
'

"It 's >i,„,,ly inforKvival.i... tliat lie ,ou]>] he ,n fooli.l,
"

-'"i 'I'- ount.s.; -uas it not ..noutrh tl.at }..• l.n.u^rht hi^
!'-"l".u,v luiv. that 1„. >l,ouI.l nou- l.hKul.rinplv dra.^ in his
!-':'"tiorny .-

c- . ,-

.\n.i li.r iinpatirn,-.. fonmnniicatint: to I,or voi,r a sin-nlar
i;' llnuu-y. iHT .on- was (inish...). as tin. HnirlisI, sav. amid
''''"'•''•^ "' applau^r. I., IN.vra.l... who .Iiva.l-d hv'r .xrvs.

-' ly was a.non- the (ir.t to co.i^rratulat.. hor, hut slio n-
'^^^-1 Ins .-on,,, unrnts with a„ ahnost disronrtrons eoolno.^
u .ch .ncroased their nauual hostility, and ho turned
.i>>^>\ to find fonsoh.lion with Mwr. Collevill,.. Flavio ind
:
' Miany protonsions to hcanty not to fed an en.nitv toward

.1 u'.nian who m a mann.T inter.-, pte.l her du.' honia-o
And yon also mean to say that that woman sin;', welP"

:i--d -Mine. Colleville .liMlainfuilv of the barrister

^

"At least I had to tell her so," replied la I'evrade. "beeauso
'^ •

n.s no surety of s(vurin- Brijri,,,, without 'her. But look
'•nr

( ele>te. She does n..t take h.T eyes off the door: andwry tray that eon.es in. although it is too late to announce
".«• arrival, <]isappointment is depicted on her faee

"
n may he mentioned in pas.injr that since the rei^n of

1- hin.e God.dlo. on reception days trays were passed round
; '^^'; salon fr,..|y laden with iec. .n.all cakes and svrups
'

!!i iiinrade, the leadinsr confectifmer
"

;l;""-t worry me." said Flavie: "1 know what that foolish
- -has ,n her m.nd; your marriai:e will take place only too

Hm is it for my o.™ ^.ke-" said la Teyrado -'it is nocPs-
'•" tlio future of the whole nf ns. Come. then, are

;-- -" vour eyes. I .hall leave vou : von are unreasonahle.
- '1^'viL a. that old j.rude Phellion says, the end justificv
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An,l I„. uvnt touani . .,.,„,, ,,.,„,,os,.l „f Celo.to, Ma.la,
JJ nil .^AI.J,„,,,, ,M;o.loll,,(',,ll,.i|i., ,,,,],.,,,,,,,,„. ^,,,

s!).; Ijaji .,n-t .l:.,.iav.,| .1,,. I.,..,,,,,, a sava^o mo^Lr
^^\v>tr. sai.l .1,,.. -why ,l„„-t you siniT? A iiumbor

A'cntlctiNii uisli to hrar voii
"

'•Oh n,anuna:".n,lV,M,.,... '•iKnv.an f. wuh mv ,„,

I I'im a ,:'i;i

•'"' '""' "' '""'"'"" ''"^'•''"- ^"^ '^""^^''

'•Tl,:,. ,„,.a„s that you int.n.l to l„. .iisa^^rcvabl..
; p...,n

Miiu^a^ il„y ,an, cv.ry vc.ice lias its own m.Tit<
"

' y; ''^-;''l•l'^ inW foun,l tlH. n.m. in his v...xatio„ to opno.
i^ :l.'. -to s,y on., sin^s as h. .an is . hourj^oois maxnn

1'<"P!" H.,;, Muh a vo„.,. ,r tlH.y i,av,. on... In,t not after h...,in- an ..p.raiH. voif,. liko that of Ma.lanu. la Comte^seV- fni"y part, I am p,.rf,.Hly wi|]i„. to l.t fVlosto off warblin-^
,

H'MtiiiiiMital ditlv."
>'«'uiiUo

''IlV a ^raml i,l..a to spon.l so niurli money ou expensiv,
' >t..,s. .aul Mavu.. as slu" l..lt the group, "and then goiiothmi: Ml return. ^

J-So." >ai,l Colh-ville n.s.unin^r the conversati.m in whiol
lu- h d lK...n ,nt..rrupt,.d l,v the invasion of Mme. Colleville
^^m.x^noJon^,.r ,nhah,ls ,h. ..arth; he passes his time amono

''My .lear old clleague," said Phellion, "I an. as umch

f . n I ;
^, -T ''"'\ •"• "'" ^"^ "^glocting the oldest

f i.nd. „i l„, f„ ,,. ,^„,^ j,,,,„^,,^ j,^^^ eontemplation of the
M".n lunnnous !.„!.. s suspon.le.I in spaee hv the hand of ,h.
( rvntar pn'^'nt-^. ,n my opinion, n.nre interest to me than vour
mvrurou.^h, hrani svms ,o ima-nne. y..t I think that if fVliv
Jines not .onu. tins ,.venin,^ as he promised me. he will show a
'"'k ot propnetv. an.! 1 shall leeture him sharplv, I can as-
.sui'e you. '^ '

"Science." said la I'cvrad... '"is a fine thin<r. hut unf-r-
tnnatdy. ,t has th.. ,]rawl,a..k of n.akin.i hears and maniacs."

\\,th..ut cmuting," said Celeste, "the undermining of
all religion. °
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"fn that, m.v cliild. vuii „n. rMi>t.ik..n.-' said tho Cniintc-
••I':i><'al, him^'lf a .-lii.iin^' ovampl.. uf the fal.sitv of v<nir ^u^^v
s.;-. if I am not mistaken, that a little M-irnc.' iea,^ „. inv.v
fr ni rclijrion. but a f^reat deal draws us Lack to it."

••^.t. madame." said Celeste, "evervbodv considrrs Mon-
-'!ir I-ehx very learned. Wi.on he was ^Mvin- mv brother
'-"MS. hran^ois .sa.d nothin- ennid be more ,.l,,,r an.l lueid
;' " Ins exphinations. Yet is he anv more reli^'ious for his
H .•riling?''

••I tell ymi, my ehil.l, tlij,t .Monsieur IVlix is not irrelirTJous
^"'1 that with a little gen.ieness and patiene.^ he n.uhl le
ci-ily converted.''

^

"To bring baek a savant to the praetiee of religion, ma-
'•I'lie. Slid la Peyrade. '-seems to me a dillieult t;^- ; these
I" iiilemcn put their .-tu.lies b,.f„n. evrvthing e].>e; tell a .'eo-
'I'TKian or geologist, for ...xample. tlial the chureh inipera-
;'^' !v insists on the sanetifuation of Sunday and a su.spensi.,n
'' <v,.ry kind of work, and they .shrug their shoulders, al-
' ugh (;od himself did not disdain to rest."

Therefore, by not eoming here this evening," said felesto,
I "'ritly. '-he not only commits a breach of good manners'

'•:: iilso sins."
'

••i?ut tell me, my handsome," replied Mme. de CJodollo, "do
•

'

think that our as.seinblinLr her;, to siii" balbids •!• d cit
';'- ^"nd .peak evil of others, as is loo often the practue in
'.r.uing-rooms, is more pleanng to Cod than seeing a sei.-n-
'!' man in his observatory engaged in stu.lving t!ie ma-nifi-"

! -eorcts of the creation?"
There's a time for all things." said (V.|.>ste. "and as \ron-- ''V la Peyrade says, 'fiod did not disdain to rest ' "

I'-iit, rny dear love," said Mm,., de (iodollo. "God has the
'
! I «o to do; lie is eternal."

•That," said !a J>,.yrade. -is one :,f the witti..st impieties
-; ^ littered. That kind of argument serves the turn of folk
" ..le world. Th(.y interpn.t and explain awav the mo^t
'Mi'it commands of G..d, thev take, choose among th..m
'^ tiH.y will; the free-thinker subjects shem to his sovcrei^rn
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r"V„inn ,,,,,1 r.v,..,|„nkin.r ,, 1„„ , ,|,.,,, ,li,„„,,, c,^,,, j^

'•i"<'k; „ „.s nou !,:,ir-,,,., ,.|,,,,,, ^n,,, ,^,,,„, ,^,^ ^^;

^;'i'n.l,.,K,n„;, .\II„,„K,l,.,.l„.u-,ha, il„.H,..if„
'"- "'" '"''b- l"vrr «;,.. .vi,l,.nt!v lu.t

'•^';":>i;nr.- sai,l i!„. Cnniir-s to la IVvn,.K M., vc

-n iiK.ro oarn(>>t mij. porters."
'•\\'''" this .norn^,,^•' ,o;,tinu(Ml i!,,. r.,i.nt,.ss. -1 l,a,I t!

1.0 no.I..I of ..v.Tv Chri.tian virtu,., v.i ll,i. ;:oo,l fath.r i^^''•y •arn.Ml iiiatlirr.iiitician -
'

•n .lor a. l,..,,ionu.nt 1..,innla,-,...s to hi. room 1 !•,,„„,
ms,an<ln,^,.^

had u u.m,ad:,l,.„I, p,,,,,,,^

rwl... :UlH. nn.I,t..n.at. as:,„,lal. for^vithluM, u-:.a

^
r. U,o„n .un no, a, lil.rtv to namo. lM,t i, wa. a voun^Mnn,. of.rea

pro„M.o.^vlH..I^.,n.,!l,i.profa^oo<v„pat,^„.••
.iesc>and rnHvTIn,illi,.ra. th,,vlool.,,lat J, otluT

f-.nv a -Icani ot I,oj>o ,„ cacli oil„a'^ ovi-
'-W hv .•annot vou toll „s flu. ,.a.M,.\,r t!,is vo„„,. .,.l,ol,r''-

l^nadanu-Tlnnlli., .la. .a. .ntir.lv devoid oAaeMnL.

'•|.-MU<e he I,a. no,, as Fnthrr Ansehno iKN. the ropim
'f san,.„ty to ai,solve him from such a tla;:rant profau.

ition

ition

^^^ i
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'f 111" Sahl.atli: .iihI lu-i,!,-," .,,l,i,.| M,,,!,-,,,,,. d,. (UnUh, h-
Mlirnntly. 'ii,. hcLTur,! „,(. nut to Niv t!ia( I IhhI „irt him
linTI'.

••'I'hen v.. II know ,1 imnilM.r of yoiini,' Kivarils r" ji.^k,,! (\\.
i'-if; "tfiis one ,111.1 Mori-iciir F('-ii.> make two."
"Mv rl.'iir l,ciiiity. von an- an iii.|ui>itivr liiil,. ihin-- Imt

^ "1 <annot make me say what I <io ii„t wi-h to. (..MTiallv
=
l!.r thr confi.i,.,,,,. of |-ath(T Aii-rlmc. for voi,r wits wouh"l

i! once he on tho <ral|o|)."

Th..y wvn. aliva.lv .m the gallop, an.l evrv w..r.l .,f tho
< 'niitcss mcrcasf.I ih.. anxiety of the y.iiiii- ^'i'rl.

"As for me." .-aid hi IVyra.l.'. inniieallv. '"I sli.»iil.hi-t he
>'' the lea^t .surprised if Father .\nselm..-'s eollah..fator wa^
pr.<Ke!y that Feli.v Phellion : Voltair,. alwavs kept up d..so
nations with the Jesuits who hrou-ht him "up, onlv h.- did
ti -! discuss relijrion with them."

••Well, my younjj .«avant does dis< u.s it with his vcmer-
'">- confrere in the sei.-nees; h.' e.vplain.s his douhts to him.
;''.. in faet. this was tho ('..mnienrement of tlieir seientific
in. ndshif)."

-And d.)es Father Anselmo," aske.l Celosto. '"hrtpo to cn-
' :t this younj,' man ?"'

II'' is sure of .<o doin- " replied tho Countess. "His youn^
""Mhorator, apart from reli-ious e.lueation, whi.-Ii h.-'never
rM.ived. ,.s a man .,f m.,-t e.xeellent parts an.l the hi-hosf
'''"'iplos; mr)reover, ho well knows that his oonversion would
-' • fiappiness to a charmin- youni: ^'irl whom ho j.nes and
••-- loves him in return. Xow. mv dear ohih], you won't
-'

.
another word out of me; v..u can fan.v what vou please

"

••>li! my -odmother," said Celeste, vieldimr to tho inno-
'•'•" of her impressions, "if it were he !" And she throw li.^r-
- t woopin.tr into tho arms of ^radanlo Thuillier.

\t this moment the servant opon.>d the d.mr of the ^alon

^

:. >in,£rular eoineidence, announced: '-.Monsieur Felix Phcl-

Tlic .v.Min- profe.-^sor ..ntered. hathed in perspiration, liis
t. ivat askew, and himself out of breath.
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'A fircliv tiuir. iln\
'"

viJ.l IM II 1

l.r..s,„, v„„-r.,.|r,- '
"" " "'"' '""•ly-

,,„f^'''

,'",'"' "' '';'« 'i"!.'t., „l„r,. M„„.. Thuill

;:l;'n,;:V:;;:

'•'"' ' ''«-' ^-.i.'.::;

V.,„r ,,„.» „„„, |„„. |,„„„,| „„ „„. ,„„|;-.„„,
I

;.;;,,:,,';:;';:,,;;,'.;,;
-^ -'- '"^j.-^ -rU.,,

.£;;::? T:r;;:r;i ;;;,!-;:; -^;-;:::/-'''

M,,.,;,,,.:;,.;;:,;i::;,:;,:;';:-;:r'-">--
^ >.

;r;,;L';;;:;;,:;:'.'"
'""^' ''' "™'»

A f.iM.t snuir li;:h(,,l „p I,, J.,,,.,,,,],,-,
,i

tl..,f v,.„ I 1

•'"""' •'"'"r Ansclinc soiii..|imo? (iik

;;^;"iuT.\^s..lm,.!••s.i,I]VIIi^M,
stnpidh-.

'«'>", "Miioiit (l(,iil,|
•'

«.,;,] ],, p„..„'i \(

"'"i^-!!.. (V.l,„t., ,,,.
1,1','''/:^ .

>nv..r(,n,r von; M.,!,.-
' "' -^lll'll tc;|rs (if ](1V

mo

(i(

})00(,„- Hx.IMl )|;|Vc lll)r|,.rq,,n(

"•i>l'.-' said I„, iinally, '-that I could hav^c done a thing
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-
:.Kr.vahhMo M..|..,uu,..|l,. (VI,.,,,, l.u, i am afra.l. ma-

iiMf. that vnii |;,l„,r ,i,„|,.r ;||| ,.,,-,,r
•

•Li>t.-M ,„ „„.. „„,„>....,.•, ,1 >,...,„. that I „n>M ,,,....1. 1„.
rr prcis..; an,| ,f _v.,„r timi^litv prompts n,m. lo,„„i,„„..
•v'nKU >trp iha, ...n, ..nlv l,„n„r \,.u. ,h..n v,m. mmv cm-
'li'I tiic; I (iiii-i |„.j,,.

I K' aiiiiuyaruv ,,( haviiiu' (iiMiL'cl a
-.r.t «l,i,l, I lia.l prn,„i.,.,| v.,„ f/.uhC.Hv ,,, [,,,,,

p

-

Ma^Ia.n.. Tlnnll,..r an,| .V.|,.„. „„,,/a s.^ht to l„.ho!,l.
N' WT h:u\ ,|n„|,t ,„„l rxp..,.,,,i„„ 1,,„„ ,„„r„ „r„„.lv ,1,.,,,,,,.,

' - niiiiiaii fairs. • '

M,ii>iirin<,' cadi \v,,r,l. >.|„. >.ai,l:

•I l>"v.. tol,l tl,...sf la.]M.s, lK.,.a..s,. I know ]unv ,h. v „i,|,
r -ir salvation, a,ul lurauso v,.u w,,,. a.ru>ea of au.iaiiouslv
;'r^"'f: <.<..! s, on, M.aiwi.nrnts l,v w,,rkin- .,,; Sun.lav, tlut 1;-l

J'-t
vou tins nionun;: a, l-vuh..- Ans..|m.'s Iwntso: a «.ien-

i" M'''u; I saul that vour ronv.rsafon w,.h .Ms onli,^hton..,I

:: T^' "'7'
""V"' "f '" otiuT ..xpl,.. •„„. betw,..n

• ';' vou had s„hn,,tt,.,l vour r.li-Mous < ubts to hin>,
'

.'I'-'t h. duj not do.spair of refuting vowr ar;,nunont.s. In
'•'••"•'.nn.^ n>v words, thor. can h,. no.lnn;,^ to wound vour
-"-^t.rni. I, was only int..nd..d as a surprise for Cofo^to
''; i was so stupid as to divul^'o it : hut • h.n siio h.ars vou'
--.rn. my stat.-m.nts, you will n.ak. n.r too hapr.v," to
'

'i iFer over the word she is waitin- to h.^ar
"

-^'nno. n.onsieur," said la IVyrad., "th.re-s nothin-' ri-
- nlous m so.r,.h,njr f,.r tlu. li.ht: you, so honorahk"uch
j^

- to untruth, .an srarcrly d. .,y what nuulam- so re-^o-
' ly afnrms.

•:\\;j^lK';said I-iiv. .n.T a sH^ht pans,., -win y,.,, Made.
^

- Ik
( .l,.sto. prrnnt me to say a few words to vou in pri-

^ .

'

.
without witnesses?"

' '

''.^loste. after an approving, „od from Mme. Thuilli.T, ros..
^

I'l-.v to,,k iuT hand an,] Km] hvr ,o a window reee>s, a few
•

' - from which ili.v then were.
< Vleste," iie said, -i bo- you to wait a little ]on-'.

17
:er. See."'
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he i..],],M] ponit.n.:: u. the cnst.llation of tho Chariot, 'T^evo,
1'-.. vi>,hl.; .tar>, tluTv li.s a rutur. fur us. As n-ards wl,

''': l'<-n su.l alMut Father A,,..!.,,,., I .annot adnut it fU is not tr.H.. It i, a welI-„K.ant story; hut have patieiu
W'li >liall hear tinners

<y'lr>lc l,.rt him, aiu! h,. rrniaincd -azin- at the ^tar^
"' 1^ Hiad. ' siid th.. younir -irl in aecents of drspair :she rcsiuiKMl hrr soat hy Mun: Tliuillirr.

i'c-hx eonfirnied this prou-nostieation hv ru.hin^^ out of ,1
'•"""1 "•'""".< iH-rreivi,,:, ,],, .,„,„in„ with uhieh his fath,

Sl.ortly after this exit, which had stupefie.l evervbodv, 1

l-'.vrad.. approaeh.d M,,,,, do dndnllo and re.peetfullv ^aid
•^ "U niu-t adniit. niadan.o. that it is verv d.ilieult to dra,

' '.":'•; "•" "' "'' "^"•' "iH.n ho is intent on drownin

,
,

'':"' "."."l"^'-; ropli.d tho Cnuntess. -..f such nnparalMv>] sunpuMty: it is too al.urd. I .hall -n, ov., to th.many, .ndjvith that eneiny 1 ain. when he j.W^^^
.^" into a iul a.id Ira.ik explanation in niv own room. "' "

he ..oxt day Theodo>o f.! l,i,„..!f p^Jse^^.l hv a ;uri,.it,n u..,
,

•Iowwonl.Melosteexti-,eatohers;.|ff,.on,th

':;;va:t::ft;Lt''''--^''^^^''''-'-'^
Ti,e fir>t of the., .piostions was indisputably tho most im-

> " •
However, hy a sec-ni i.istinet la I'eyra.le felt hin.self

"•-H- >t oncrly attraetod lowaids a Solution of the seeond Ih.tmdcvid,,,j, to take up the trail of the latter, ho thoroudilv
"'i-r. ond that in the n,.vtin.^ ,o which he had been mvitejhe could not -r, too well pivpaivd.
Tt had raiiicd in the morning, ai.d this deep calculator knew

'"'I "'! .tl'at a .pla.h on a maii's polished boots mic^ht .-auso
••I projudice a-amst him.

'^

ife thoivfore, sent his porter for a hack, a.id about three
.' k dn... fnun tho lf„., Sain,-! )o,n,n„p,o-d-]-:nfer toward

tho fa^hionahle n..,.l,i,orhood of the Madeleine, His un^i-as naturally tho .uhjoet of soine th.ui.ht, a,id presented .
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-rnpromiso hotwo.n th. no^li..,,, ease of morning atllrc an,l
' - uTeinonu.ns .tyl. of evening, <]r.>s. X,.e,...i^(o.l In-^
v-l..>>,on to wear a wiuto crava,. winein. ran V 1 J :-;;;..nn, to dispense with a dre.-..oat, ho felt dn^^^^^

•"' -f h. extremes he was d,.>irous of avoidin^^ ]5„i l,v- .H,, h,s ,.o,, .nd wearin. straw „.stead of h,,„on-eoln.d
;-'.KU..,e,ln'-„nsole„nme-- himself, and thus avoided
-;

""'^"H-al and >oj,e,tor aspeet whieh a man i„ full dre<p-^s eonvevs to the nnnd when seen on the streets of I' W'"lure the sun has set.

TH.' .•.'me diplomatist took good rare not to he carried to the.'. of the hou.. where he was e.xpeeted. Jfe had no do. e
'

-on from the entresol al,.h„n;, fn.n a puhlie ear h.'"
. earedtheoeeupantsofthestorvahouM^^

!.-";- .. ^slt to the apartments below. Sueh a step would; ^nven nse to endless eomn,en,s. Jfe took eare. tl'r f r

.

:"!' ^
<lH' corner of ,he Rue IJovale; fron. thenee hv <„ '

•

;

^
-•'i<n,;. o,Mjp-t;K.s over tluM.nenK.nt, whieh .;s^^;^^

.Her^K.he.] .he house without nu.hap. Arrived at lo
'

"f he hou<e he had the good fortune to eseane h. n

'

;y
^.

n he eoncerges. The husband, sexton at the Chureh d^

;;

-''.KiohMne. was abs, „t on duty, and his wife was bu.v .h!,u'
:

a vac.,, a^^^^^^^^^
So.aVoidin,

;:

"I'xn.H.on flH-H„.e was able to glide up to the door of
-netuaryhomtendedtoenter.

.V slighl p„„ .,, a i k;.K-n^

^^ cald,re appeared direeted to a maid-.Tvant who w,s'^^"•dy,n opening the door to suit h.rmi.tres/ If"
- «l.aer a maid-servant, of mature age and too sen n^

•

i'.'ft a stage eostume, >too,] befop,. hirn
;-- n<lvoeate deelined to give h,s nan,... and the maid-ser-n.hered h.nnnto a ..v.rely luxunou. d„,in.-roon,, wb, ,.

;;i- ...d ,,e .,sadm„t..d in,o a mo.t ..,,„„;.,, „,|
^'1 .- o.. n,_ed,v,n,tvof ,b. plaee sa, b,.f„n. a ,abl,.

•
-'I With Aenet,an eloth. ,n whieh gold th,-..ad ,s,a,-kb.d
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n.non,r ,]„, r„h c.n.l.roid.n-. As la l',,,.,!,. uenl in

pii?liL'(l Idru.ird a ciiair:

^^^^•ni n,n„.ie„r alluu- „„ „, s.al a I.tt.r of .>„„ imp

TlH' I'arri.l.r ,na,!. a bo.- of a^.nt ; ti,,. han-lson,.. forei.,
th n ook fro.n a .or,o,...-.l,H! inlaiu d.sk of li.o Houll,.;

in
' •'•"-•""; '1 '--"^'lish j,a,K.r whiH, .I,. i>!a«.<i i,/

-oj^;.n.r.Iu.K.lu-n.U.„Uu.add,v.>..h,..Lan^^
iiebdi. I

';•
manl appran,] a.Hl ]i,^l„.,l a .mall .pirit lar

«'t ,a a Mnall ..harn.i.i.^ly <-arv,.,! writin-,l,sk
: ov.t tho la,

^
.1 .fsn.n.dH.al,n^-wax;assoonas,|,,.ilanK.ha<lnH.k,

1..^ the n.anl ponrnl >t on the envelop., and l,an.Ied her m,-sanannona!..aI This she impn 1 with her own fa

^'''"^7'""^^"^--';l-i'l^ .-Take it at onee to its addressA> the w.nnan made a movement to take tlie letter sh. i,

' v-^-.lyletnfall neartolaIVvrade'sfeet,whom;d'
;|k.unven,.nt to , nek It np and inv,,luntarilv read there,,,
'l>^ I.xeeik.ney the Mmisterof Foreipi Airair.<.- And hi-'':.

t.p m a eorner tiu. si^nifieant w.,nl Te,..,nar' in.parted ,
tills niissue a character of intimacv

'-Thanks, monsieur." said tlio Cmintess, in receiving the let

;V''"'"''"
^••-•^- "'- '-i "< ^-'i .a^.c to return i,

J>.T ,„ a manner to t..siily Ins desire to serve her '-JV c
pood, mademoiselle, as not to lose it." she added severelv t-the maid.

The Conntess then left the tahle and took her ..eat o„ ,•

onngo covered with pearl -^ray satin. Dnrin^ this tran.ic- 'a IVvrade had had the p,,,as,,,. of taki,,; an i,!v"^^^^
of the n.at.^nif,cen.e with whi,-h he was surrounded. Picture".

;;/; frl '"t'"^:;,'"'j'V""'
'•>• ^^ '-"-Mronnd of dark han.^n^^ l,,hle.l np hv ., k fringes and laces; on a stand of .ild.d-d im nnmense Japane.. vase: in front of the wi^lo..

o jardinicv. „, wh.cl, a h/nnn rahnnn with curlin.r p,,,lsrn~e above white and red camellias and dwarf Chinese ma-
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" ^ '" i in tl,.. duur.. rolhn- noisekv-lv over a Turli I,'•:- a d.stra.tm;: .ollecnci «f forms and tul .

,.;''"* '^ tran>fipn.d to a point hevond recocrnition

n. f .•
';"' '"^" ^''^'^ 3-ou cannot kno.- all a

>» CiiiiNirti i.lv
"''""''"'^«lIlhlranv-

• -l... V of , 1

', ",'"" '" "" •""'" i" II'" l'«»-

^ '"!^i>ig what a queer thin- it ,s .h.t . .1 i"'"o 'I !•> that a man of vour

\i
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s^pirit and rare priictraliMii slioiiM liavi- an i>K-a tliat vou
ail ciK'iiiy ill inc."

"Hut. MadaiiH la ( 'oiiKcssi'," replied la I'cvrade. alio
her to read in his cu's ih,. ast(,iiislnm.m liu felt,' not inimii
with dlMnist, "vou will admit that every appearance \Vi

that iiaiiire. A rival erodes my path in relation to a man
which ollVrs ev,.ry inducement 'to me. Thi.< rival docs hk
favor of showin,:,' himself miraculously stupid, .-^o that I c
easily have set him aside, when sudih'nly a most graceful
nnh.okcd-for auxiliary ru-hes in and assists Idm on his i

vulnerahle jioint."'

".\dmit," said the Countess, laugliing, "that this pro
is a lirilliant man. and that he has seconded nie hravelv.'
"His awkwardness," replied la i'eyrade. ''was not,"!

agme, entirely uiifoivHvn hy you, an<I the protection i

which you d( i.uMi to honor him. "is not the less cruel to iiie,

'•\\hat a irreat mi>fortune it would he," replied the
ei_uMiiT with charniini,' audaciiy. "if your marriage with ni,-

moiselle were i»i\>venled ! Do you really care so verv much
that schooli^irl ?"

In that last word, hut ahove all in the tone in wliich ii

pronounced, there w'as more than contempt,—there was hut
This did not escape an ohserver of la Peyrade'.s keenness. :

lie (uily went on to sav

:

'•.Madame, the vulgar expression, 'to make an end of
sums up the situation, wh.re, after a long-drawn fight, a n
has reached the limit of his strength and the end of his ii

sioiis. and when he would make any sort of (ompromise v
his future. .Vow. wIk'h this en<l is presented in the form n

young girl who. I admit, has more goodness than heautv, 1

-'lie wh,, hriiigs to he- husliand the fortune so indi.^pensa
to the welfare <d' conjugal companionship, whv should it

eite astoni>hm..|it that his heart is filled whh gratitude ;i

that he shiMiId eagerly welcome the prospect of peaceful h;

pines- r"

"1^ had always imagined." rcidicil the Counte.-^s. "that
man's intelligence and power should he the measure of 1
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nii'ilion
; orio. I sIkiijI,! tl,;,,L-

r.
' a>,,ira.ion.."

"'""'^ ''''^" ''^ "-'-ty an.l fowor pas-

\!i. inadanic." said la I',.vr.,,1 -.1 •

--''--'". ,vsi.„ ,1./ •
"'" ';'^" ^"^"J uf nms-

-'Ivim.Hl is.n,f '•?''''-'' '''''•^^=^''^a"^''^tinn

-..i.n. Ad,.,)^;;;-';;:,"^-:"'"
'""'-'—... a imn,-

•^•';""'"^' ^Leepfnld." ohi<v,..d Mn,o. d.- Cod Mo '-w „

' P'---luH,pn...,.d.dl t ',^1'';;"T"•

^ ,,,,,,,,,Ji ; f'''''-''',pI..,,,,yTi,„iIlierhadnot

;-'>->-i:::;::un;';i;;!i;;;;;;.:;,:^

" '' '' J-ynide; "but Apollo has no

'"< the V ctiiii r.r ,
! "" '"^ " -"i tnt'v shonhl

.,"'
'"'"'' >""' '"'Hlan.,.. thai. „p „, ,iuu- niv lif. 1,

.' '".^^'"^•. r-pIuM] !•. Ipvrad,.. -,ni.l„ .j,,;., ,.„ :. „._,
'"'«* which lit nnlrr in -i^^:,-! . I

' '"lU-ssthreu-a rrproa.-hfuj ghuur at h.T ^u

"!!!/!it helicvr. i„ (hat

!iis fiiiio

>'^\
; her
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liiuiils tovcl uiili il„. ril,l„,„s of luT drr^^; s^lio fa<( .].,wn Iut
fvcs iiiid iillnur'l a >i-li to r<ni]H' ]uT, HO faint as to be scartrly
iMTcrptil,],., w,, ,.li:.rl,t in f;i,.i ii,.,, i, „|j^,i,, „,,^.^, p.,^,.^.^| .,,

ii^j,

rcLTiilar lircatliiii<r.

'•^nii aiv ra pro roil s." said .-lie. "and j\uh/o people l.v voiir-
s('lf. Arid- all." she ad(K'd, a.- if in n-ll'ection, '\voii inav pns-
Ml.ly he ri-lu in i-einiiidine- ine that I Iiave ^tohl' i'ar out of my
way in irnddlin- ahsurdly in interests that are none of my
•"Merrn. (io ,,n, ,!,.ar niMnMcur, and j)n)sper in this so ;,d(.r[-

ons niarria.i:.' which nlfe!- ymi .Mieh a eoinhinali.m <.f ii.dmr-
iiH'rit>; only let ine h'.p,. that ymi may never repent veur
<'onr>e, which I w]]] i,,, l,,n^r,,r try t,, p..-tpnne."'
The I'mveiH-al had Ju.t Iiccn spoilt hy women. Tho ])o\vrtv

a,irai!i-t whicli h,. jiad hccn so lon.i; stru-ulin,:: never leads to
iilTairs of -aliantry. and. since he had thrown off its wnr^t
c-liitehes. Ins mind had heen .irivcn np to the anxious work of
I>rovi(lin.L- for hi< future; with llie <'.\ci'ption of the far.'
played with Mme. Colleville, afTairs of the heart had ha
sma II share in his lif|.. Li!,,, all overh

ii a

all overhusy men who pos
nev( rlheless a sensual nature, he was content to accept xlv
ready-made, i;rnoh!e love that anv ni-ht can he hou<:lii at
corner crossin-s and tha^ is easily reconciled with the exterior
of devotion.

We can thus understand tho perrdo.xity of this novice in

.^'allantry when he found himself ]ilaced "between the fear of
illowin.LT an enticinj: opportunity to escape, and of findin- a
MTpent coiK (>aled in the flowers which seemed opening under
his hand.

.\ reserve too marked, an ardor too lukewarm, miidit wound
the .Hlf-estec!n of ihe fair forei.irner and dry up suddenlv tho
sprin.i: froia whicji ,]„. ap;.arently invited Jdm to drink'; hut
on tlie other hand if this apparent interesi was ,-nlv a snare,
if tins kindness. Imt po,.rly .'xplained as it seemed to him. of
winch III had so snddeidy hecome the object, was hut a bait to

enti<-e him toward a snare which mi-lit bo used to eompr.i-
mise him with the 'riudlliers. what a blow at his supposej
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,-hrewdncp?, what a part lo phi)—tliat of tli'o dor^ dnipplng the
i'lr.it to ;,M-asp till' sliadow I

W'c know that hi Pcyradc was soiiU'thiii<,' after the school of
Tartiith', and the frankiK>s with whii-h tlial master d-rhircs
\n Kliiiire that uidcss a few of tlie promised favors are granted
lie eould no lon^^cr tru>t her tender advances, so-nied almost
.'ia;'trd to tlie oecasiun, tlioiigh there was more softness in its

.>v{n.

'.Madame la ('f)mtcsse," said he, '"vou have made of me a
liian who is nmcli to ho j)itied; 1 was marching ga\]y to this
marriage, and you take from me all my faith; and yet, if I
i'reak it off, what can I, with that great capacity you credit
liie with, do with the lilierty thus acquired

?"'

"La IJruycre has said, if I am not mistaken, that nothing
-" refre.-hes the hlood as having avoided coiiimittin.i: a foUv."

'•1 grant that; hut that is a negative benefit; I am of an
;ii;e and in such a position as to desire more serimis results.

I lie interest you show in me cannot, 1 imagine, end at leaving
:i Ijhmk page. I Idve mademoiselle, not, it i> true, with an
!Mij)erative, dominating passion, hut still 1 do love her, her
.'Mild is promised to me, and hefore renou?icing-

"'

"So," said the Countess, briskly, "in a given ca.-e you would
Mot object to a rupture? .\nd," ad. led she, in a calmer tone,
"lliere might he some chance of making you understand
niat in grasping thus at the flr^t opportunity Vou compromi>o
"ur whole future in can' a more suitable marriaiic were to
ilVr?"

"At t'le very least, madame, I should want to definitely
(iresee this."

'i'his determination appeared to ann.>y the Countess.
"Faith, monsieur," said she. "is only a virtue when ir be-

eves without seein.u. Vou doubt yourself; thi< is another
'' rm of .-tupidily. J am not iiappy in my proteges."

"Ihit. madame, it cannot \w very indiscreet to ask for at
i>t an intimation of what your benevolence has designe.l for

"Very indi.-^crcct," replied the Hungarian, coldlv. '-for it
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t-liovvs iiic that VMii Hilly ofT.r inc a inntldi'iifc on conditions,
Say iiu III, ,1V. Vnii Iia\f ;,'.,iic far with Madciiioiscllc ('„11,..

villc; you siy .-lir .miii> ymi in many tliin--. marry licr; (ini'

iiKiiv attack, ynii wim't ai^aiii liml me in _\,,iir \\;i\/'

-Uut docs madrmoiM'll.' rt^ally Miit me:-"' ivpli-'d ia I'cv-
''"'''• "''i''' '-^ ''Nactly uhciv ynii have r.UM'd my doiibiV
I'nii I yoii think yoi; aiv criU'l m ca.~lin^' iiic lir,-t in one (hrcc-
tion and tlicn m another without ollVring anyihiii- to Mipport
nil

"All
!

' .-aid llic Coiiiitfss in an impatient tone, "you want a
rea.-oii f,,r my ojiinioii; well. moii>ieur. there is a very con-
• lusive rea.-oii, one that I can i,-.-iin. y.ni of: (V'le.-te d.u's not

"I Ihink myself," saiil la Teyrade. Iiumhly, "that I am on
the way to a marria^u'i' "f coineiiiriire."

"And .-he (annul l,)Ve yuii." cmtimied Mine, de (indollo,
wall aniinalioii, "for .-he cannot under.-tand you. The man
Mho shoul.l be her hu.-band is that hlond young man. as shy
iind in-ipid as hrr.-elf; the eontact of "then" two 'natures
Without life and uiihout li, at mil iv>uli in that lukewarm
duet whi.'h in the opinion (,f the world in whuh .-he was born
and where she has lived coii.Mitute.- tic. //*• /-///>• uHni of eou-
ju^al felicity. Hiiriched boiirp'oi,-. j^irrrniis. ihrre"- \Ur r.,of

umler which you intend re-lin- afl.T y„ur hard lai)ors ami
long trial.-. Try to make thi> little >iinpletoii under.-tand that
when Wealth ]ia.s the <iood tni-tim,. to nu'ct talent on the ''oad,

the form.T ought t- feel it.-elf wry mueh houuivd by the meet-
ing. Iv-peeially make the nii-eralile and odious crowd that
surrounds her under>ian(l it. And don"! you know that
tueiily tunes a day they will make it nianitV>t to you that voiir

share ill the partiier.-hip is wry liLrht against their money;-
On the one side the 'Iliad." the -('iil." the 'Der Frei.-^chiitz.'

and the\'atican fr,-.-,,,.. ; nii il tlirr.-idoa hundred thtnisand
crowns ill ready money. .\nd ti-ll nie to what side will thev
turn their admiration? The arti^t. the man of imagina-
tion, who tumbles liito tl;e middle-cla-s atine phere, shall 1

tell yon to what 1 eoinpare him ? To Daniel east into the den
of lu)n.-, less the miracle of the Sici-jptures."
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Tliis invective fi^'ain-t the niidijle clii-c.-; luul hicn (lelivered

in ;i tunc f)f iinjiiit ((iiivictiiMi tliJit could .*c;ircclv fail to cnm-
iiMiiiiciitc il~cir 111 licr li-lciicr.

"All. inailaiiic!" cxciainicil la rcvi.ulc, "how eloquently
'. II |>resent the tlloli;.'l(|> tliat have lje,.M mine .-^o ol'lell! l',ut

1 i'' It la-hed to ijic cruel iie.-e>sity of irainini: a position."
'"\t'ce»iiv. [)o.-ition !" iiilerru]it>ii the Countess, in a still

I"'' fK'ated lone. '-WMrd- uith.iut rneanin>(I They have no
• iiid to men of ahilitv, thou;,di they are formidalde oiistaeks
'- fools. .Veeessity, does that e\i>t for nohh. natures wlio
"/nu- how to will? A (ia>eon mini.-t.r .sai.l these words, wliich

• 'uld he praviri o\(r tiie threshold of every career: 'All
i!ii:s come to him wlio know.- how to wait." Are vou i<'-

.
rant that to men of superior stamp marriaije is either a

'.iin which rivets them to the mo>t vul;:ar of o.\i>tenees, or a
::,i: that hears them to the hif.'he-^t summits of the social
rid:- The wife yon lU'ed. monsieur,—and she would not be
- laekin-,' in your career if you had not with sui'h ineredibh'
-le oll'ered your.-elf to tiie fir>t fortune which tnrn(>d up.

—

'
• one you shuild have chnvcu is a w.iiuan i-ipahle of under-

-; indinjx yon, able to read vou; one who would be a col-

^
inorator. an inieli;jr,.nt confidante, not a mere incarnation of

,
'-'iii-ft'it : "ho to-day is your secretarv. imt to-n-,orrow mav

" ihe true vif at' a <lepuiy or an anihas-ador: in i^he.rt, ono
''• o could lifer yon her he.ut for a nnin-jirini:, luT salon for
: -J.i.ire, her friends for ;i ladder, and who in return for ail she
.'i\es you of ardor and stren.<:th would a>k ni> more tlia:i to sit

;^^ ir your throne in the ,-lare <d' tlie prosperity and ,i:lorv tl;at
-':> foresaw W(Uild l)e vour lot."'

Intoxicated liy her own words the Ihimxarian was maixnifi-
i;. her (yes sparkled, her no-irils dilated; the ])er-peetive

'' r vivid eloquence had unfurle(l -li,. appeared to <ee. to touch
'!i her quiverinjx hand>. for ,i niMment l.a i'evradc was
i/zjed with this kind of sunri-e which i)ur.-t -nddenlv uunn

i^-life.
'

At the same time, he was an eminently prudent man, who
id made it a rule to never lend anything execi»t on the
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snim,lr>t M'.iirity; lie \v;is irii|M'll<d |., still fiirtli.T wcigli the
.'^illllltiMll.

"M.iil.iriic !.i ('(initr^<.'." -;ii,] lie, "yon jii-t now r<'pro,irliri|

III.' uiih -[.ciikitijr lil,,. a liuiir-cnis. aiul 1. in turn, fear that
you tiilk like II ,,'n,|,^^.^. I inlniin' vnu, 1 listen to yuii. hut 1

""> 'I"' <"ii\in((Ml. 'I'll,-,' (livutinii^, tln'-c suhlimV iiliticLra-

tinns art' jHrhaps riirj wiih in licavcti ; imt on our earth wIk.
niav hna-t that he has seen ih,.,,, y

'"Vnu are mi-taken. iiiii:i>ieiir.*' saiij the Cnuntess, solemn!'. :

*".-ueli ca-es are rare, hut neiiher im[)o»ihIe nor ineredihji.;

the fault is only in not haviiii, the skill to find and the hand
to ^.'rasp them when oll'ered to vou."

Si) saving' -he niajotieally rose.

La I'eyrade e.,mpreliended that )ie had onded hy displeas-
ing' her; he felt that she dismissed him; he rose in his turn,
houcd ropeei fully, .ind l«L^;,'ed to he allowi'd to call aj^'ain.

".Monsieur." replied Mine, de (lodollo. '*amon<,' us Hum-
^'arians. a primitive people and almost sava^'es, when a door
IS open, hoili liav.'s are opened; hut wiit'n it is ch)s.'d, it \->.

donhle-loi-ked."

lliis diLrnilied and amhi;:uous rosponse was arconipanied
hy a sliL'ht inclination 'of the head. I'.euildered. confounded
hy lhi< heha\ior. which was .<o new to him. which hore little

r.'semhlance to that of Klavie. Urijritte. and Mme. .Minard.
ho went away askin;,' liiinsclf if he had plaved his franii>

aritrht.

On haviiiLT :\rmc. de (JodoHo. la I'eyrade felt that ho must
have tinie I,, think. After all. what could he extract from
file conver-alion he had ju>t had with this stran,i:e woman?
A\a>i it a >nare. or had a rich \\if(> heen offered him? I'nder
such a douht, to pre>^s ('ele<te for an immediate decision wa.^J

neither wise nor prudent : for to solicit an answer was to take
an eniraixement n|ion himself. ;nid to close tli(> (hior to the
chance va-ruelv hinted at as yet which had just heen fw;.-

^'oted to him. 'I'he result of 'riieodoH'"s self-coniniunin-rs as
he walked along the houlevard was, that his chief aim must be
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to LTiiin tinip. ronsiMni.'iiiIy, in lieu of ^rninp to tlic Tluiillicr?''.

i went lutnio iunl wrote the follow injj note:

Ml I'KAB Tm i[.riKK:

I liari'Hay yon will think it PtrariL't' that I have not [insciitcil riiy-

- I at your lioii.-c In-day; partly hf.'aii^c I dn-aii the Miitctwc I'lul

I • .iiis<^ I ilo not can- to be taken f^r an irnpatii-nt, ih-hrnl erfditor.
'. !. wdays, more or los, wilhnatttT litlli- uiidrr tin- cinnni^tanifs,
lirl yt't .MMc. Colli'villr may Ihid them cjoiralilf hh ^'iviti;,' h<T

• ire frecil.ini of ihoicc. I nhail not call, thiriTorc, nntil voii

"titc ini'. I am now cahucr, and I liavi- a<ld(d a frw more pairi-.s

t ..ur niainisiii|.t
; it uwdn but little inon- to be riady fur the

irmtiT. Ever youn»,

Tni:or)()SK dk i a I'KvitADK.

Two hours lator a porvaiil <]rcH?cil in what was cviilfntly tho
tir-t transition toward a livcrv ihcy had not yet dvcidt'd to

\' litiirt' on, the "male" servant .-pokcn of hy .Minard, bronglit

I: IVyrade this uuswor:

Coine this evening witlioiit fail; wo will talk the whole affair
\' r with Brijjittu.

Your most afTectionatcly devot('<l,

.TkliOME TrillLMER.

"(owd," paid la Peyrado, "there is a hitch somewhere; I

-'.ill have time to turn myself around."
!tii the evenini,' that he visited the Thuilliers, at tho very

: fiient he was announced, the Countess de (Jodollo, who waa
• :\\ Hri^'itte, hastily rose up and went out ; on ineetinp; the ad-
>

' ate she saluted him ceremoniously. Nothing c<»nclusive
^ > to he deduc d from this ahrujtt departure, which ini;,'ht

ML'iiify anything.

When he arrived, and after talking of the weather and .«o

i 'til, as people do who have met to (liscuss a delicate suhject
ii:.uut which they are not sure of coming to an understuiidiiig,
liir matter was brought up hy Brigitte, who had sent out her
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IimiIht I.) lakr hi- wulk nti ihc Iioiilcvanls, tolliiip liim to Icavi
lii-f III III, iii.il;.' ihr (m-iiic.-i.

"My Im.\." -;i,,| |;ni:iitr. "it Wii- ;, -rnll..riiinil_\ lliiiiK -i

you (Kit t.. ruiiic lirrc t.i-(|ii\ like a •„'iii!i-all.' to put Voiir pr-t.i

to niir iluo.i!-. fnr \U' ,111. n.it. a- it liappriis, (jiiitc rt'adv i,

HM-u,r \.,ii. I iv.iliv think," >hr iMhlrii, iiMP^' a iii.'taph.ii

fnuii ii. r cihl huMiii^s uf hill-dixduiitcr, -that ('('•h'.-ti' need.- i\

lill Ir Miicvval."'

"Sd." ,sn<l hi I'cuMil... ijuickly. ".-he ha- not thou lifchlcd
in l.ivoi' of Moii.-iciir I'.lix I'hcllion :-"

"liotriii':" ivjilicl the ohl niai.l. "yoii fixed that hist niirlit ;

1)111 \ou kii.iu. al-n. that .-he incliin-; a little to that sido."

"!)ru' Would he hiiiid II, ,t to >., that," said the advoratp.
"That IS iio|, hou,,\, r. an oh-tacle to my plans; hut it will

cvphiin to \oii why I a.krd a little credit for (VIrste, and wliy

I sou-lit to put od" the iii,irri,iLri'. I wi-hrd to ^'ive you time
to make your way into (hi' ^'oo.i irrares of the little on»>, hut
yon and 'rimillier have up-et mv jdaiis."

"I ihiiik iioihin;: ha> he ii doni' without your knowlediri';
iuid if diirin;; the p,i>t fortiii,::ht I haw u.it spoken to vnii

.'ihout the allair. it is from pure di.-cretioii. Thuillier innl

tohl nie that it was all .-etiled hetweeii you."'

"»»n ihe contrary, 'i'liuillnr knows very well that I liad nu
ilesire to meddle with \(iiir arran.Lri-meiits. and perhap? if you
''•id not hi

.
n Mich a .-tramrer lately. I niiuht have hceii 'tiir

first to tell yon that 1 did not approve of them. However. 1

may .-,iy that I have done noihinj,' lo hinder their succes?."
"'I'hat is not eiiou^'h," said la IVyrade, "your help was ne-

cessary."

"\ery likely; hut T. nnderstandintr women better than vou.
heini: one my.self. I douhted whether with two lovor.s to choose
from Cele-te wniild not consider herself authorized to think
complacently of the one who plea>ed her best! and I had
wi.-ely Irlt the matter of Keli.x in the shade, knowinir very well

the exact moment to hrinu^ her little head to reason.''

"In fliii'." said la IVyrade. ".-he r.d'u.-es mor"
"It is much wor.-c than that. .She accepts you. saying that
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ii|"iri licfM'lf )is a \ id nil. If I utri' in ynr plaic, I .-limilil

ii'ii consider my sii(ir«s titln r ii~-uriiij^ (/P tlattcrin;;."

in any otlicr .-tat.' nl" mithl, la I'lyiatli' wmild Ikim n-wrrcd

;h It lit' aiii'ptcil the ^a( rilice ami Wduld niaki' it liis ipii-iiics?*

:'< uiti licr licart. which, f^r ihc mnini'iit, had hccii ^rivcii i

! liictantly ; iait a little delay hetler .-nited iii> end.

"Wliat is VDiir ad\iee:-" he a^ked I5ri''itte. "What shall I

"III (he first place." said Hri/^'itte, "I wuuld fmi-li the pani-

I'ldet (if ThuillifrV. he is ^'oiii^' cra;:y fur it. and then li'avi<

ine to iiiatia;.'!' \unr iiiteic-ts." replit d I'.riL'itie.

"Uut arc they in friendly hand.-? I'ur, little aunt, I (imld

iif't h('Ii> sceini: that yon ha\e chaiiu'ed snrneuhat in yoiir feel-

ing's toward inc."

"1 am fhan^ed toward you! ami in what do yon si e nic

' han<r('d, you drcaincr?"

"Oh! in little thing's," said hi i'eyrade; "hut it is sure that

'•inrc the introduction here of this Countess 'Porna
"

"My poor hoy. the Ilnn^'arian has heeii ef iniich service to

me. 1 must aeknowled'.'e that ; hut is that any rca.-oii why I

>houId he false to you, you who iiavc done us much greater

.-ervices ."'

"Still," s:iid the crafty la I'eyrade. "you know that she

lias -pi'l;en mueli ttiat is had ahout nie!-'"

"That'.s the simplest matter, whale\er six may have said:

!iiose fine ladies e.xpcct the whole world to adore tliein. and
-he knows that your head is full of Celeste; hut all she has

-aid ahout you runs ofT me like water off oilcloth."

"So, little aunt." asked la reyrade. "I am to count on you?"
"Yes; if you don't torment mi', and allow me to maiiago

matters."

"Well, tell ine, then, what you intend doing," said la Pey-
rade, with an air of jollv jrood humor.

"First, I shall forhid "Felix the house."

"Is that possible?" said the barrister, "or is it the least bit

• ivil?"
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'-Wry p.,.siM,.. ,',„d I .l,all ,„ak.. i'hcllinn Iiiin>..lf toll liim
AS l,e makes ;, iiol.l.y-l,u,>,. „{ h[, priuciplr.. 1„.-|1 scv that if
lis sn„ won't ,lu what is n.r.-ary .,. win ili.. han<l of Ceh-t..
lie on<Tlit to rid us of liis picscncL'."'

"And all! !u;ird:-" said la I'fvrade.

"AfUTward I shall si^^n.ty to C.^L.to that a. she was allowed
"""''»>•',;' "f clinosin- a hushand frn,„ on,, or the otluT, and
as she di.l not .'hoo... l-Vh-.N, .!„ nu.st put np with vou who
are a pious l.lh.w, su.h as >ho wants. Vo„ 1,0 oa.v ; TH niako
tlio host of you, o.pooially your -onorositv in not prt'ssin.'
.your attoniion.; whon you nii-ht havo profhod th.Tohv. But
hat will tako .p.ito a uo..k. an.l .f ThudluTV j.an.phlJt is not
iuHshod l,y ihon. 1 don-t know hut what we shall be ohjiml
'0 M'ud liMH to Charenton."
•in two days iho painp]d,.t can ho roadv: hut are we quite^-

.
liltle aunt, thai you are phpin- a ^piare -anio'^ The

NivMi- IS tliat nir>untairs oannnt moot, hut n:on .jo; and cer-
tainly, wlion the time for ehrtmn conies, I ean .jo Thu'illior
pood or had senioe. Tlio otlior day. do vou know. I had a
"rnhle frid.t. I had. al,out mo a htior in which i,e spoke of

111.' pami.hlet as hoin- written hy me. 1 thou-ht for a mo-
incnf thai I had lost th:>t letter at ihe Luxemhnur- If I hid
Avhat a .-eandal there would have h,.en in tlio ipiarter'-

"Is Jln.re any one who would care to phiv tnoks on such asy follow as your- said tli, ohl maid, .pi'ito undorstandui-
the cuvrt threat implied. 'T.ut. roallv.- added she "wliv
should you find fault with u^? Are y,ui not vour.olf Udiiad-
iKUid with your promises? That Cro.s whicirwas to he -rjven
Avithm a week, ,hat pamj.hlct that should have been out'lon.r
apo .' '*

'•The pamphlet and the Cross will eac'h brin- th.. other"
replied la Peyrade, rising. "Toll Tiiuillior to come and see
n.e to-morrow evenin,,. I .hink hy then we can correct the
la.«t sheet hut don't l.u.d an oar to the machinations of
Madam,, do (.ndollo: I have an idea that she dosi-ns to make
herself the omuv misMvss of this hou^e: .he wants to alienate
ail 3uur friends, and ui the meantime approi.riate Thnillier"
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'In fact, siiid tlir old tuaiil. wImhi iln' infrnial barrister

;i;i(l tniicticd in a ,~cii>iti\ir >|iiil, ! he |(i\c (if ,-|ii llinritv. "I must
r into tins : >lic is ;i liitlf (uniicttc, that liltli' niailainc'"

i'l'vradc iK'i'i\c(l another hcndit from hi- adrnitiv thrown
iimatinn. From the reply of I'>ri;.nttc lie learned that tlio

'niinte-s had not spoken to her of ti le VI:- d paid her
iiriii'r the dav. his retu<'nce miu'lit ?; .:i, iaurii

ur days later the printer, tiic stitchei .:im1 the hoi-pi.>ssor

give

the

)ne tl leir Wdii hiiiliier. in the ^ mul

If i! 11 'tiexiire-sihle honor (d' (•omiiiciuiii <\K on
""ilevards. uhich he continueil throii,t:h the j)assages of the
'.ilais-l{oyal, pausinir het'nre every bookstore windew to steal

. Ldaiice at a yellow poster, shining in blaek letters, with the
anions title:

1,)E L'lMroT KT DK LAMORTISSEMEXT.

P.vit J. Tiitii.i.iKrj,

Menibrc dn cunsfil ijfniral ih' la Seine.

Ilavin- maiia<:ed to jiersuade himself tliat the care ho had
i\en to the proof- reading: and revisiiiLT had the merit of

iiiakin^r the work bis own. \u< paternal heart, like that of tl le

Maitre ("orbeai I, eould not contain itself for jov. It should bo
iddi'd that he had but little opinion of those booksellers who
did not aiinoiniee this late.-t new work for sale, de.-tined, as he
oniiiv iieiii ved. i.i lie a I^uropean event. Without real V rteinjjr

ihle to see bow he eould puni>h them for their indiU'erenee.

neverthele-s n lade a lir-t of t lese recalcitrant per.-oii,-. and
Ai.-bed them all po>sil)le evils, as thouirh it were a pers.inal

illfont.

'i'he next day lie spent in tlu^ deli.L'btfiil oecupation id' ad-

M'essint: a number of pre~entations, wrapping,' up liftv -am])le
<i]nv> to which the sacramental inscription. "From the

iiithor," seeiiu'd to liim to communicate an ine.-timable value.

Hut tlie third day of the sale broiighr his hajipiness a slight,

i8

' '

.
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''";•'- 1" '^n!
, I,„..„ r,,r h„ |,„!,i, .!„.,- a vo„n- man, who

ni>l.m;^ In. I„imm.-> at a l.ivak-n,
, k pa,-,.. 'had latdv ostah-

]i>tH.d In,..-,. If,,, 11.,. I'a^s,;:,.. ,l.s Pa,..,ra„.a>, svh.rr'h>. rnml

;'

'"'""" ';'"•-' ""i'l"'"- "' '•••"•iHl. ,1„. ,M,l,|,.l.rr. when.
Jin^-ii;,. had In,, a !,.,.a,i, i„ \ur old hn„>,.. |I,. tli.iched at
;"•"""-• ^""' "I"'" 1''^ •Itrl.. ,vrn,n„u ndrd l.„„ io Th.lill.V,'
" "a.. a-M,,,.d thai , f h.. wmv imt n'Mri.-t.-d in thr adwrtisin-
'" «,,uhl M.|! ihf fi,-si rdilinn and print another within a

N'nu- 'rhiiilli..,- liad s)K.nt about ill'i,.,.,, hundml frano. for
iHlv.rlMM-; a p,-nri;-i,,„ of copirs had b^vn sent to the
J'Hin.ai-, and. all,.,- three davs had -o,„. hv. onlv skvkv eopic
had been suM. and thr..e nf ii„,,,. ,,„ e,vdil. It' ,„i.d.t be pre-
Hitned that ihe ynuu;^ p.ddi-h,.,- u-,„ihl have hot son.e of hi.
ji.--nraiiee ^^nh this: bni. „„ the e,„.trarv, this (iuznian of the
bo(,k-!radi. .-aiil

:

"I ^nn d,.ii,^hh.d at what ha> hanp,,a.d. If we had sold a
J'"";i''"l ;"i'"- I ^hofM b,. very uiua^v as tu the fifteen hun-

•''Y'

'^'' ''''^'' l"''nted: 1 eall thi- ha,;-i„^:r |i,,,, whereas this
pall ry sile ;^,n'< to pi-(;ve I ha! the edition will m oil' with a
ru.-li.

'•I''ul when:-" d(.nianrled ThuiUier. to whom this view
seemed >(>i..cu hat paradoxieal.

_

-hirh/r,,y n.-po„ded iiarhet, "when we sh A have iiotie.s
'" ' I 111" journal.. Tho a.lvertisen.ent^ s.Tve cmlv to aron^'
pubhr attomiun. l',.oph.V „,i,„!- are ex.ited. and thev sav
'll''iv i>a piiMieatioii whiel. >hoiild be inteivstin<r. "A I'Impnt
tl '/> i .\n.,,rhs.-«„nuf

( T<i.oili.,n niul If., Aluilnnml) That
is a sii.,-,.>tive li;!,..- Bu, t|„, „„„,,. s„-ox'stive the title i<
the n„,,v Mi^puin,,. are they ; thev hav been taken in so often
1 li.M. thrv awaii Ihe eritiei>n.< -d' tl.o p,v~.. Fop a book de-

""V'
'' ^1 'Moclc-at,. .ale th,.n. ai'e alwav> a hundred purehaser<

"""'"''• '"" 'iff'' llieni—y,,ur >ervant. sir. We sell no
tllore,

•Tla.n y,,„ do,,"! th.u.k that the sale is hopeless?" said
Ihiull.er.

"On the eoi.trary. I take a mr-st fav..rable view of this. As

:-jf i-j
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MH)ii H? the 'Dchat;:; tlic 'Coiistitutioniicl.' the 'SiMc; and
i!ir 'Press' have rcvifwcl it, espec-i.illy if it ii>'{< •liaimiHTrd'
! .

ill;' -DL'bats." which is iiiinistcM il, it will '^i> dlf in fr)ur

"Vou rattle lliat oil' ri<rht easily." replied Thuillicr, '-Ijiit

• w shall wo get hold of the-^e leaders of the pre^^r"
Leave that to nie," said llarhrt, -f am on the JM'.-t of terms

lili the chief editors; they say the devil is in me and that I

remind them of Ladvocat in his he.-t days."

"Then, my dear hoy, y, ii;:lii to have seen to t!ii> liefore."

"Ah! hut i»ernut me. I'apa Thuillier, there's only one way
' i .-eeing' a newspaper-man ; as yon grumhle alxnit the fifteen
iiindred francs for advert i,Mn<r, I don't want to yin'^cst
• iMether expense to yon."

Expense for what r"

"When you were nominated f,->r the f'onneil," replied the
kseller. "where was your eleclion phinne(]:-"

"I'arljini' in my home," answered Tiiuillier.

"At your home, without douht. hut at a dinner folluwed hv
:

hall, and the hall followed hy a supper. Well, mv dear
n,:ister. there is hut one way to do this husiness; r.oileau says:

"Tout se fait en <liiiaiit dans Ic temps oil nnus s<iiiinies,

Eto'estpar les tUners 71-.' /'r,,* fri.iivenie les lu.iieiie-,
''

»

'Vou think, then, that I ought to <rive the journalists a din-
ner :

'Ve.s, l)ut not at vour own ii(>u-e. \\

ire.<ent. you see. the journalists are out of il

ic!) ihere are women
leir element.

iiev are loroeil to re>train then iselves.

•r. hut a breakfast, which will suit us !ie-t. In t!

:' It 1- not a din-

le e\'ei|inL;

' i attend. ar;ic!esMiese gentlenum liiive "lir-t performaiie^
to prepare for their ])apers, to s:iv notliin,:i of ^'u\r attractions.
In the inorninLr. on the contrary, ihey have nothin:,' to tliink
ef,

I have alwavs iriven breakfast^.''

•" In ttie timfs in whiiell vvc !\\,-

i-'iivom men by RisinK tlH-ni dinntTs.'

\ iTything i.« .«tttlcd at the diuncr-table, and
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'•P.ut that en-!- iii.,iii;v; j.iuriiali.~ls are nil a lot of gonr-
iiiaruls.""

'•r^liaw ! I\\( I francs per Ik ;i.|. wiihrnit lli. uiiir. (;i\(i^
pay, It'll :.\' thcii,. with a liuiiilml d'oaiis y oiiM (],, i(

iiicrly. \]\r]\ !'rnin ail vcniKiinical point, the liiv;il<f,,<t i^

pn iVial.lr; a (linncr W(.iil,l v<,-i yon a[ U-.y-l live imtnlnd
I'raiH ~."

•iiu\i- \,,n mil nu. yniin;r niaii." said 'riinillicr.

"D'liiir. (Vri'xlH.ily knnus ihiit it cn.Ms sninctiii n^T to (jet a
iinminalinM, ;i .(I y.Mi will thus pivpan- i'or it."

•niii how .diall I invite th.'-c geiuk'nirn? .Mii>t I go an.l
ii!\ ilc ;hi'ni iny-i'ir

':"

"X"! at all; yn\ have M-iit them your paiiiphlft. now voii
beg tlnin to nir, I you at l'hilipp,.-s m- \',-.r.,urV ; tlicv-11 catch
on all nglit."

"I'cn guc-ts,"' .-aid Tlinillicr, entering' ini.i the idea. "I did
not know ihrrc were .-o !;,any important journalists."

"•,>uitc true." nplicd the puhlishcr. -hut we must have th>'

enrs. fop they hark tlio ioudcM. d'he hreakl'a>t is suiv to !„>

well talked ahoiit ; they will think you iiave hccii ])ickinir and
ihoo>ing. and each one Irfi (,ut would i)econie your eiieiiiy."

'• riieii, in yoiu- opi'iii(,n. it will he suiliciciu to send tlie in-
vitations?"

"^es; 1 will make out a li.^t. ^'ou will write the notes and
^''"^ ''"'" t'» 111''- I "ill >ee that they are delivered. Some
of tlH>m I will pre-eiii pi'r.-onallv."

'•\l \ uu-e .liiv that this expeiiM. woiihl have the desired
elTeet," said Thuillier. with indeci>ion.

"If I !rn-i' s.ir,' is very pretty." said P.arlvl. witli impor-
tan(v: "hut. mv dear ina.-ter. ihi- i~ nion,.v placed on mort-
gage: with that I lan LMiarantee y,ui >clliiig the fiftcHai humlred
eoi»ies. 'Idiat at forty >ou^. and .illouing'the discounts, inak<\s
three tliou<and francs. \.m see that covers your eo.«t? ami
extras—more than covers them."

"Well
! ril talk It over with la I'.'vrade.- said 'i'lmillier. as

he went out.

"As you will, dear master. l)ut decide ouieklv, for iiotliin"
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•ts mililcwi'd " >'""' .i> ;: Iiii..k
: uni( hni. serve hot, srll ii

1 : thiit"> till rill.' ,,t' liiivi' t'

ic: outM(li' (if that fvcrvihm-: falls

'"• aiilMMi-. jiul)li.--hcrs, aiul tin

.It, and IS iiM i.'dod to

When 111 I'rvi'adc was coiiMiltrd he did nnt ivallv think so
iUili of the plan; l,iit now he had heunm to feel the hittcrcst

a on Ills St

iiinio.^itv a^aniM 'riiiiilli

iiis new tax le\ u

"'inpe-itv.

.\> to T

(T. Ml he ua> ouite deli'dited to set;

If- cnneeit, inexperience, and

inillier. his tnania

aninj: fainmi,-, tool

or po.-iii;^' as a >tati'sinaii and hc-

'< po>,-.e.--ion ot hnn to siieh a di rree, that
ulule ^rroanin-- over ihi.. new dunanil upon In- pnr,-e. he 1

aii-eadv deci(|(d upon the sacrifice heforc a,-kinij the ad

lail

vo-
lion. T le \ery re-ervi'd and londitional approval of

i.i I'eyrade was then more than snilirient to eonlirni hi- reso-
;i!!Hiii. and the ,.aine evenin,-: he vi.-iicd I'.arhet, and a>ked for
•;ie fainou- li>t of invitations. ]',arhct ;:a \ I v produced his
:)Ule cataloo-ue. l-'ifteeii iii.-tead (d' tlie ori-'inal nuniher were
'!"wn. without coiintin.ir hiin>elf or la IVyrade. whom 'riuiillier

ii he should need in eiieoimterinu' a crowd of men with whom
''[' ''•"! rea-iii to think he w.iuld he out of place. Wiiea
iiaiilliei- had ea>t hi.- eves o\er the paper:
"Ah. there: my dear hov."" said he to the [.uhlisher, "vou

!.i\e mveii iiie the n.niie- of jouma!.- tliat I iievcr even heard
-'' What i< till- •viorali-atciir.' this 'l.anterne de D'o^rene,'
'.;> "I'dican,' and thi- -Kdio de hi l')ie\fe' r

"

^

••Vou do well." replied IJarhet, 'Mo fail foul of 'riclio de la
llii'-vrc." a jiapcr printed in the twelfth arrondissemeiit, which
Will expect to carry, and which is read hy all the rich t

Ml the (piarter."
umers

•Well, pa-s that, then : hut the 'Pelican'

•The 'IVlicaii"? W ly, that journal is on everv dentist's
.vaitin^'-ro(.ni tahle ; deiiti.-ts make tnofe piiffs than all the rest
'f the world : how manv teeth do voti sujipose are (hiilv drawn

r, who dei-i.-ivelv efTaced a

in Paris

Strike that out," said 'i'liuillii

ullieient niuiiber of names to roduee the list to fourtecu.
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i

"If any mir .-limild fail to cuiiif,"" >aiil Barl)ef, "wc shall
iiuiiihrr lliirtccn.'"

"Xonsfiix'!"' .Slid ihi' str()ii;,'-iiiiti(lcil 'i'liuillirr. "I)(X's this

suj)cr.-tiiinn MmuIiIi- iiicr"

I-iiially ilir h.-i u;i~ i-lo^cil at fmirtci'ii <:u('-ts. and lh(> in-

vilaliuii;- wriv urilii'ii at tlir puhli.-lirr's dr>k. for two dav-
Ironi (lair, (, i jlarliri',- a.-.-iifaiicc that owiiin; to the ur^'eiicy of

fill' inafliT no on,, uniild he rlj-i iirbcd at the hrcvity of'thc
notice. 'I'lic narlini: \\a> a|iii.iiiiir(| at \'('four"s, the one nio.-l

fxti'iisivcly jiatroin/.iMl hv the lioiir^rcoi-n. and provincials.
narl)ct arrivcil cvii Ind'orc 'riiiiillicr, urarin^ a cravat so onor-
niou.- as to itr-clf li conic a feature aiii'Hi;:- tlio>c satirical fjuests.

Tile pui)li^her iiad taken it iijion liiiii-c|f to clhii.^re sunilrv of
the dishes: instead id' liaviti;,'- ti,i' e!iaiiipa,i:ne served in tlie

bourgeois fashion uitli the d,-.-crl. he ordered it placed on
the tabic at the coniiiicnceni, nt .)f i!ic rrpa>t. projierlv iced,

together with a fcu di-iirs ,d' -liriinps. cd' whicli the amphi-
tryon had not thought.

Thuillicr, who gave a v^rhal approval to these changes, was
followed by la i'cyradc-, tlien ,i long pau.-c before anv otiiers

appeared. J>reakfa>t \\a- oi'drnd for eleven, but at a (piarter
bidore twelve not a gue>i liad come, r.arbet, never at a loss,

made the cru-liing remark that bivakfa>ts al a restaurant were
like funerals, v.lien eleven meant twelve. As a fact, just

before that hour, two g-iai-bi^arded gentlemen arrived, exhaling
a strong odor (d' the siii(,king-ro,,m. Thuillier efFusivelv
thankeil them for the ••honor"" llicy weic a'ooui to do him ; anil

then came another long period (d' wailing the tortures of
which it IS needle-^s to relate. .\t one. tivi !y of the invited
giiots h.ad arrived, e.xchisive .d' Harbet and la IVyrade. It is

needless to say that no self-respecting journalist liad accepted
this iiljsnrd invitation, 'iduy took ihcir places at table; a feu-

polite s]iet'ches reached 'riiuillier's ears as to the "iininen.-;e"'

interest the publication of his pamphlet had excited, but this

failed to blitid him to the fact of a dismal failure. Only for

the vivacity of the i>ublishcr. who had ,~cizcd tln' reins dropped
by his patron, gloomy as Ilippolyius on the way to Mvccna\



TIIF Minni.K CLASSES

'i'lnff foiild have (.ijiinlcd ih,; dfpre.v^ion and tli^' itv cnld IlL'SH

iiifctirii:.

Al'irr till' removal of ihc ()v>tcr.-. the cliai iipainu' and ( liaMis
-

i"',i:un tu ^i\c a ,-lii,rlii ri>c lo liic t.'nipiT'atuiv wlu'ii a
! -T-tcr in a cap m.-licd into the l)ancpiitiii--ni.ini and ;,'av('

:. idlicr a n\n-\ unexpected and crusliinir blow.
|i-.vs." >ai(l the iieuc.iiHr n, ['.arhet— he wa.- a clerk in the
.-eller's .-toir

—
••u,. are done \\,v: 'I'he p,,li,,. ha\e raided

.-; a comiiiis^arv and tuo incn have con to Mi,,e monsieur's
I'lMiphhjt ; tlicv hd't thi- paper with me for von."

••>ee what I hi- >ay-. Mon-:-i;r tlie P.arri-^teV."" said Harhil. as
!;-

I an(ied the pap.M- lu hi I'evrade. Al this >trokc' his lialatual
.i--:;ranee [lah'd -omeu hat.

A summons to appear, without dehiy. hefnre the Assize
' !!." said hi Peyi-ade, after reading- the sheriff's scrawl.

i'" I ominL' a- pale as death :

Tiicn didn't you lilj all (he iiecosarv formaliti skod
her ot the puhlisher in a cliokiuLr voice.

oil lus IS not a (|uestion of formalities." replied la

ille;:al jirinted matter, which exciteslue ; II 1> seizeil

and contempt fur the <:o\erniiieiit. You will find at
my poor 'J'huillier. a ^imihlr coiiipliment awaiting'

y

ou.
i'.ui tiiis Tiiu-t he treasnii. then'" said Tluiillier. who had

tely lost his head.

ii'iDi)'! mv dear he

:nn

oy, you must know what you ])ut in tlie

et : for my part, I didn't see anything' bad enough to
I a cat for."

i'here's a misunderstandiiiir somewhere,'' saiii Barbet. re-

I'in.ir a little cmira.ire. "It will be all explained, the result
«!!: i-ie a line cau.-e for complaints; is not that so, ''eiitle

Wail
nu n

,

V

er, a pen ami ink: exclaimed one of the journalist:-

ipealed to.

oil have tune enou^di to write your article," said one
lis collea'nies; "what h; IS a i)omh to do with this filet

was a Ti irod V oin a famous speech of Charles XII., of
;i'n, wiio

- ;o ii::

m a cannon-ball interrupted while he w
Secretary.

as dic-
11
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•ii'mlcuicii," >;ii(l 'riiiiillirr, ri-iiiu'. •"yiiii will cxrii^^c m
if, ;i- .Mnii-i-ur 'I.iiImi MimL-. it i- nil ,1 iinM;ik.'. it ..ii-rJn 1,,

(-Villain. •,! n!iiiir,|uii,.|\ ; | .I,,,]! ,.,, ,,,,,,,_ „,,(, ^,,,1^ iHTini-in
^'" '" ''" '"in-l. i.;l I',;. IM,lr.- ;,,!,!,, I ]„.. >| -n | lir.l Ml I V. ->.

will ii"t ivlii-r. I iliiiik. iM ar.-.iniji.iiiy uu\ Ami vnii. mv dc
|iulili-!iii-. liinl li,.]], r i-,iiii.' with uv"

"•^'y ''''i'''. "n!" vni,| Cifhct : "uhrn I hn'.-ikfiivt 1 \,rv:i

*"•''• 'f 'I"' IHiliiv lia\r Miin.liTril, >o iniicli the wor.-c f,

thrill."

'•I'.iit sn|i[M,-,. the action i- a .-crioii- (inc:-"" cxclaiiiM.,! 'I'iiui

licr, Li!-fat!\- jiLTiiatcil.

"Well, all I >i;-,iiM s;i\. u 1m. !i i- pcrf.Mt I y tni.-. i> that I Im

not read a .-iii-l.' Inu- ,,t' y-ur pamphlet.
'

'I'h.Tc i> oiilv ..i

ann..yin- tV^nmv ;il„,iii ii- ih..-.. .I.iiinic.l jiiric- hat.' h.'ar.l

^" if ' ii"i t.i appi'.ir ill , uiifi I iiiii.-t riit mill,, nil'."

'"*'"""'• "ly 'I'ar aiiipliitrv.in. >it .low 11 aL.Miii." .<ai.! tl:

("(lit()r-in-.lii,.r ,,r il;,. -l-yh..' .!.. l,, I'.,.~.viv,'" -W..-11 oan.l h

ynu
; I lia\.' ;iliv;i,|v wriii.'ii an article whi.'h will ,^tir up a

the peat-hawk. T-. ;i!i,l '':,it liMjinnihl.. enrp.iratioii is a p.iw, r.

'•Xn, -.iiil.tni-n."' ^,, ,! |"lniilli,'i-, ••,•1 man like rne eaiin..t iv-

u .-in-le haif-h.iin- tin.!, r .-in h an a.-eii-at inn. Continuo with
out us. 1 hop,, s.i.in t.i ivinrn i., \.,u. La I'.'vrade. are vo
coiniii;.''!'"

"He i> (l..li-htriil •" Nii.l l!ai'h,.t. .-irPT Thuilli.T and hi

counsel had -.m.. .,111, -T., l.a\.. ,1 hivnkfaM aft.T the o\-i.t
t.) <:n an.l talk with a li-iiiv-h. ad. C.nie. ;:entlenien, close u]

ill., r.aiik-," ih!.l,..| ii,.^ .•iiihn-ia-ti.-allv.

"St...p;" cri,.,] ,,11.. of the half-starv..l j.)urnalists. wh.> lim

thrown a -lamv ml.) th.. -ardeii ..f the l'ahiis-I?..val. on wliie!

the restaurant |.i.,k...|. -'I'll. 're is llarhanehu |,n)inir hy. S!i:il

I ask him to i-. im.' up ?"

"Certaiidv. -;ii,l r.aih,.! junior, parmh itii: an advi.rti-.'-

ment. p..Me.l at th,. >tre..t eorn.T-. that ,.veryh.)dy had f.a.i

".\ father of ,-1 f.-imilx' de-ires a suh-titute."
''•"'''""'!"• I''.irl.an(h!i:" cried the soi-dls„nl (>v\i.

style.! ) joiirnali-t.

Barhanchu, a .-u,i:ar-loaf hat on his head, wa.s ;^ome time in
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r. .>i:iiiziii<T t!„. ,.!nii,! nl.M\,.. fmin uliid. tit,. v,,i,.,. spnk.> to

11'''';'"" '>l'''l lllr \nir,.. wliirll Mclllf.l JIIlL'riic. U llcll IlO

' '' llllM.M'lf hiiilril l,v ;l lii.lll huMiii;: a }s\;i-> nf chaiiijiai^tK.
ii- liaiid.

'
i"'"-

i'_-

I"' iiii"'.in .1 In In-itai.', -Cui:!.. nil, mv il^nv l\'\h>\vl
'''" ii|'' lli'.v all ciii'd III ( hnnis -lin iv i- ,i fravi."
WUvn 'riiiiilli.T I. fi ili,.,.llic,.,,f ili,.(niiM |i,.,unl,| no |,,ii^r,>r

liiri' illiiMnn>. II,. ua- iiii,l,.r a iim-t M-ricn-. iliari:''. ami tli,-

- " iiiaiiiii.r in ulnVli lir li,i,l 1„ ,.|i iv(,i\. .] nia.l,. Iiini xumUt-
' ''i 'li'i' \\li''ii llii' irial ( am., on h.. uonM 1.,. nvatcd wilhoiit

•'"'> 'I'll''" li'' luini.i. a^ 1- ih,. inanniT uiili arcMiifiliccs
'

I: linn--. tnriMMit u i,.n-lv. npon la r..\ i-a,!,. in the liittorcst

:i|i('ralion.-: lie hail panl no aticnln.n lo what li,' was
'''"'.-: he h,i(l -i\,.n full ivin to hi< >tii|>i,l id, .as ,in Saint-
- .aii>in

: /,, flnln't .arc ahoiu ih,. con-niiH'nc,- : lir wouhliTt
;• I" |Mv the lini' or -.. lo pr;.,,], : 'I'],,,,,. \vh,'ii la I'ryrailo

ilii' ca.-,. ilid not >(.,.ni .m.mows t.. him. and lli.it lie look, d
in ar,|uiital. 'I'huilli, r l.nrst f.irion.lv npon hini:
(Vrtiunlv: all 1^ v,.!T siniii!...'- rpli',.,! 'rhniHu.,-. '"m,.!!-

ir strs nothino m |, ; ,-,11 y^a can m ,• i-^ ,•, ,.ii,ii;.(. f,„- making
-iisitioiial d(.|,.n,,.: Lit j -h, ./i pal my lion,,r an.l lortuno
'" li^i'idv ,,f ,,,1,. of _voi;r .,;,. i .hall taki' s,)mf -xivat har-
'• '^ ''"• '''ix' (-"111, » !o li-ial. I'\,. had ahoni ,.iioiiudi of

:; inllaboration."

>
liih'r tiio inju>tici. <d' il;,.:-.' n.nroa,lHs la IN-vrad,' f,.lt his
' ri.«in^^ At tin. .simc tinu' h,- tVJi hiniM.lf ,li~armi.d. and

. ' did not wish to come to an open ruptiM" with TliuillRT,
d't hiin, sayiiii: that he ,..\,-UM.d a man cv. .-d hv f.'ar. and
ould wail upon him in the ,'VfninLr. uIhmi h,. w.iuld ])r()I)-

hc calmer: at th,. .-ame time, they w,iiilil ,l,.,i<l,. npon the
; - to be taken.

\. c'lrdiniily. ahoiit four o", 1,., k. the I'rown.al ca!i,-d al the
-' 111 th,. i'la,e (le la .Mad,l,.iii,.. ThiiilliiT was tpiieter.

"•'•n>ternalion. fri-hiiul dopair. had taken its place. It"

'i\' e.\peetin,-r t,. I„. Mimmoiicil to the .M-atl'ohl half an li,)ur

r. he Would not have .ipiteared more cru.-lied and ea.-t down.
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w Milv.Hal.. ciitcnd, M,i<l;irni' 'rimillifr was ocrnpicd i

I'l.-lklim liiin l;i|,,. i,!l illfll«ii,li u|' Iiiiic-tr(<' ll.iurrv Tlic |)i,i;

wniiiai) lia.l (niiir (Hit riurii li. r ii.Mial aii.itliy. and ,-!iu\viil Ih'!

self a wriiaMi I'li-i.tiiiie with this otluT Saltiiiiis. As fn

liri^rittc. v\li<) MIDI: a|iii(inv(i. Iiiarini,' a fnut-ltatli. slic had ii

tiicnv Ml her .<|..c(h: h.-r hitler, vindciit ahii-.., (piitc ,,ii

of i.n.jM.rtioii t.. the fault. Mi|.|M»in^ uuv to Iiavo Urvn c.iii

Tiiittnl, wuiihl haw inital.'d the inu.-t placid of iiifii. La P.v
radr I'rll that all ua^ !n~i jur hiiii iii the 'I'hi.illi.T h-nsciiuld
Ihrv seemed to hail with jn\ ihe ehance for ilin.wiiii,' r-im .,\rr

On an ironical alln>i(.n h) I'.n^nttc to the manner in which h-

had deenrated hi> friend-, he ro.-e and took his leave withou
Iheir makin;,' an ctrnrt lo di'tain him.

After walkiTiK ihe .Greets awhile, tli.^ I'rovenc.ai. in tiio ^lid^i

of his indi-inalidii. had a tlniu-hl of Madame dc (iodojlo. and
'" '•" ''"' inith. >ince their Ia>t interview his tlioiij:his hat
<if!eii dwelt on the lian.Uniiie r.irei^Mier. It wa- not (incc onlv
when at the 'riiinllier>'. that she left iiihui the arrival ul

'IheoiluM^. This M-eiie was enacted wheiicNer thev met; and
without knowing' ju.-l what il iiulieatcd, hi I'eyrade had sai.l

to iiim.-elf that this aUVctation nf tliuht si-iiiii..'d anvthin-,' hut
inditrerence. After hi. tir-i vi-ii. lu have paid her aiHitlier

vi>it immediately Wduld have heen anythiiiir hut wise, hut a

HUlliciciit time had now .!ap>cd to prove that he was master ef

Iiiinself. Su he turned his stejis hack to the Boulevard de i;i

Madt'leine. and, wiihout a-kin- if the ('(.unless was at hcnic.
ho pasx'd the j(j(|ee as if he wa> iviurnin^' to the T'-iiilliei>',

iind raii-r the hdl (.f the cntrex.l.

As hefnrc. he wa-^ asked to wail while the maid notified her
lni.stre~^

; hut this time it wa- not in the diniii<,r-room ; it w.i*

in a little lihrary. JI,. waited lorn:. He did not know wliat
to tiunk. However, he reassured iiiniself hy sayin.ir that if he
were to he excluded the deliheratioii would have been
shorter: hut iinaily the maid rcapjieared.

"Madame In ('onitoss(V' said she. "is enpi-red on a business
matt.T. \V(aild moiuieur he so kind as to wait? lie might
amuse himself witii xniie of the hooks, as she would possibly
bo detained longer than she would like to be."
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The cxruso, in Piili.-tjiiKr jh well ji- in form. \v:i< not dis-

' Nniirin^'. nnil tlic iidv.Kiitc Im^umii I., t.ikc tlic pn'scriiilioii
V.

!

iih hiid l.ccii irivrii lum ;iu'niii-t rmnii. Witlimit (i|>rniii(^

' - nf tile -ciiliiiiin <l rnscuod,! rn~i'<. \\h\rh (.mtiiiiird a col-

I'llMiii of tile iiKisI Iwind-iinirlv hniind liuoks In- liad rvn >ccn,
'1 ;i Ion;,' rliiu-font l:di!c cuvcivd with a ^nvcn di.tli lie found
.i JiirdlfV of l)n(,|<>, uhldl Uullld flirili-ll Sllllicirllt Illi'Iltal food
f-r a man whose thoii^^ht- wciv likdy to hi' otherwise cm-
!-'"Vod. Hut as he opeiicil tlie vuluun -, one al'ti^r anoilier, he

':i led that a 'I'antahi-" fra>t was het'^re Iiini ; one book was
IJi^rli-h. another (ierman. the next l.'u«.-ian. and one he

'•::im| printed in Turki^li characters. Was tins a poIv;,dot

,

,' that she had arranirid fur Jiimr'

"ne volume at li'ii^rth arre-ted his attention. The binding,
' • noticed, unlike tho»' of tiu' other hooks, was not ?o rich as
i "lly. It lay hy it-elf (.n a corner of th" table. It was open,' liaek upwaril, and the ed;:rs (d' the leaves rested on the
_'iii tablecloth like a tent. I i I'evrade took it up, takin"
'-:-> to preserve the place which sonu' oiic had evidently

rked. ft proved to lie a volume of the illustrated eilitiou

:
Scribe's works. The en^'raviii;: di-plaved was taken from a

•lie at the (iymnase. entitleil "The Hatred of a Woman."
I '• of our lady reader-, (loubtlc^-. are i.L'-norant of the plot

'
• iliis piece. sui:i:e.-ted. it i< sanl. to the author of so many

- ill ma.^terpieces by a phraM' cauixht one day from the lips of
concierire: "There are some jieojtle," >a:d thi.-J woman,
'<> pretiMid to spit in the di.-li. in order to di-^.'-ust other
f'le. and have it all to thrir.trJrr.'^ {i'u-<^r)," Tli(. principal
i-onage of /,; Ilnhn- (Vinie Fiiinnr i- a vonnir widow, who
'-lies with furious bitterness a poor youn'j- man who <'annot
:oe her. -Apparently it i.~ a li.ili-ed to t!ie d,Mt!i. P,v her
Itries, she nearlv de-troys In- repniation, and prevents
from c'ontractinir a very adv.mtaixeoii- marria<:e. lint in

end i-he gives him more than -hr ha- tr.ken from him. for

LTives herself to him. and he u'lio had bci^n looked upon as
victim become.-; her hu>band.

'f it was chance that had placed this volume in its isolated
A
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-il

|».-iiiMii-- ,t u.i- ,,p,ii ;ii the |nvii,.. .|„(l uliicli >c..ni.-t!

|M'flnH-nt IM uli.il ||,,,| |M"r.| l,rl,\,..M I ! ! 1 1
1 -,

| f n „. i ill.- Cnlllil..-,

—•'i'"i''<' i> -I' iiini . jhlruit ;in,| ,!,-\(r. A- lu' jmmkI ml .,,,[

''"' 'l''''|' iiK.iiiiiiL'- ili.il ihi- iimiv ..!• I.-- l'-.i'iiiii,.ii- , Mil,, III. lilt

inii:lll ii;i\.'. 1,1 rryi.hl,' Ihiruli |,, p,|,| -..m,. .,vli,v. 1,, „.,,

Wllcthrl- 111 (l.t.lij. ;l. ill ;,'rnrlM| (Infl, (lir ,|l|ilMnn« a[P|llir,l

ViTV I L.^rly |., \ii< -
i I 11,1 1 i. HI. Win!,, jir |,:ir i;,,! llns riMlllIl'

"illl ;l'l IMli-p-l >Mm,\vii,|f lIiMlMilcl |,\ nllirf I I IMlI L'il I -. till'

>"lllul nf ;|1| nprnillu' i!"'il- TCK !l.'.| iii> cir, ;|i|,| h,. ,-, , , ,;.r|i i/.'.l

lllr IMllhf ilr.iullliu' VMcf nf the ('Mlllltc^-. \i!l.i Ua- niroin-

j'inivin-_r ^"llir nlli' In llir (IimiP.

"' '"•'.'> ^'I)'- lll'll." .SMij ill.' \.,iri- <,r ;| 111,111. •(Illlt \.ill

Iin.ini-.. i!i,. Aiiilia-siiln-.^ tluil \..u will li..n..r ili.. hall with
vuiir ])n -I IK f ijii-, (s.-niii'.'

'""

"\ rs ("imnaiMl. r. if my .-.inru ji.ii iiiilii:atri| lua.laclic will

jiiTniil."'

"An r< r.^ir, liun, niy iim.^t aildi'aMc laiiy." -ai.l the v.iU'i-

nf her inhrl.HMil.ir 'riini i!,,. ,l,,.ir < 1.,-, (1^11.,! >il,.|i,T a-im
rci;,Miiil.

'I'l'i' 'nil' III' iMiiiiiainIi'r .-.iniru li,it rcH-m-cl h Prvrmli',
'"' '' '-^ 'i"i III ri.iiiiiiiin 11-. .1 t.) y.mii.j; {n^i~, ||,. \vm< (iiri..ii-

«'iMii,-|| I,, l.iicu- ill. I liiis |..T>..!i iiii_'lit Ih' iIi.iI had .-.1 I..1I-

<M-Clljilri! ill,- till!.' ,1' Ti,. (.,imlr-<. \, h,. ill, I iint lu'iir aiiv

"lie iipi.n.adiiiiL: ih.- jihr.iry h,. uml -.,fi!y t.,\\,ir.l thr whuI.av
•""' <invfii|l\ ,.|M'M.i| ihr ( iir',,iiii. |iiv|i:ir,'i| to drup it iin-

iiM'.li.'il.'ly if ;iny >..iiii<l u;i< h.-ai-.l, ami I.i '•.iImiiI facv," ;n!.l

llicn-hy a\<ri,l LcinM- Mii'|iriM,| in th.. jl,iuM-:iiil criinc of ciiri-

"siiy. Ati rli'-aii! caiii.-. .MaiHliiiLT in wailiiiu'. whi.h he hi i

ii"t Tiotiivil .111 (•IlI.IinL^ \\a- iJia'Aii \\\\ i.i !lu. (i.).,i-. A f.i'.|-

inaii in lia-Inii- !i\iTv ..|i(mic.1 th.' (!..(ir. ;i!ul a littk', ilaiidiii.d

nil] iiijin. line nf ih...-,. imiv rdii- of tlu' pa-t wh.) h.iw nni wl
^nvm ii|i i!i.. 11-.' ..f [M.w.l.T. uilli a hri-k. jaiiiifv iii.iv.anrn!,

stcppnl iiitn liir cirriai:.'. which was ra|>i(llv driven away. La
IV'yrailr had nppni-i mniy t., in.fic,. tlun his hn-a^t w,is covcr.-d

with (1, coiali.iri-. Till-, lak.-n in foiiiicct khi widi his jmhv-

diTcc] hair. LT.iXf . u.l.iiic ..f a di jd..in,il ic prr-iiiiaLTi'.

La JV-yrad, h.id had linn- In iv>iiini' hi- honk, for in any
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'
lit it ilIi|lc:inMl ;|(1\ |-,|li|i' tu lir-irli uirHjiini uitll ili> fcail-

,.. ulirii the -oiind uf ilh' iiiiirr l„li. r.,!|.,u,Ml '{UK kl\ liv the

:

j-''.ir:iiiir i.| ili.' iii,ii.|, ii(iiiii,i| iiihi ili.ii In- Imji- u.iiiiii;: was
' 'll'l- I.'' 'III. -t. .i \>\ ill.- Ill, II. 1 In r..||(u\ li,|, ill, .|,|\u.;|If

••I" 1Im| In |V|.|,|,,- ill, I,,,,, I, in ||,|. |„,.;(|,,|| II, uliiili ||,.

'"IIkI ll- •lliil ;l IllMiiiclit l.il, r W.I- III ill, |ir.-iMi,' I'i \\\r

I 'iiili'.^.-. 'I'ii.-rc u,i- .1 .-li;i,|,' ,,f |,,iiii |in,-i riiiu ,,ii ih,' IkiihI-

'
' '•'" "I' till' -ir.ii,-, r. I. Ill III,- ill, I 11,, I (jrir.ii 1 frnm her

.1 III-.

I'm-hIc hrr .111 the ( ..iicli l,i_\ a j:ili-. li::.,! lrit,.r in thai I'nv,

!
ii' uniiii;,' llial I" I IM\- an .illnial ciiiiiiiiiiii.ali,,!!, In Imt
ii-l wa- a rn-ial Im.iiI,. uith a 'jnlt] .-i,i|.|MT. I'mm ulnVli ^||.

-'''' 'I I"l' "f IJlu'll-il Inllrl \llir-ar. Ulurh |ii rillralnl

I'DOIII.

"li'ii arc .-iiirtiMi-. Ill, I, I, line:-" a.-k.il la 1V'\ ra.!r, uiili

. ^ictv.

"'' il i> iin'.lunu'," -aid ill,' I'urn-nrr. ••hul a !i<'a.ia(lic ;

Ml .-llllj,lt |,i lIlMll. i'.lll \(HI, lll.ai-;, llr, wjiilv liuw VlMI

'' ' I ili'-|)aiiv(| ,,(' -iciii^ \,,ii aLiain. lla\i'_v,Mi .-din,- mi-
. riant iirw.- in inai,,- kimuii |,i m, ? 'I'lir ilalf of \,,iir mar-

ji- t'l .M,H!ini(ii.-illr CiJl.Aill,' nin-i !„• >ii!lii i.aii i\ n..ir to

I'MIIUC."'

I'lii.- u|i(iiiii;,r -Ijoliily (li-i-"!ic,rii'il la r, \ radf.

lUil, iiiailaiiic." hi' rr|iliMl, .ilnm-i ,-!i. irj.lv. '-it .:cciii>! to
iliat \iiu kiinu- (\,'r\lliiiiL;- ilhii i raii-jiin - m iIm- 'rimillirrs'

i-'ii"l'l: \"n iiiii.-l ill, nlur,' u,|| kn-Av- ih.at ili,' cv.nt of
'I h \itu -piiik I- iimI I'M II ;i jiruliabilit \\""

'\|). I ui\i' Mill iny \Miril. I kiiuw iiiiiliiiiir. I iia\,' .-iri,'ilv

''•
'M' '".^ niiiiil 111 lake im fiirihrr inlrrr^t in an alfair in

ih 1 \<v\ f.M,li,-liI\ inlcrni.'d.!:.',!. .Madam.' I'.riL'ilh' s|Hak>
vi'I'viIiiiil: hut ('(•1,.-||.'- iiKirnauv."

"And il ua- d.iul,!li'-> a d.-irv t,, Umvc in,' at full lih.rtv in

- all'air win. li indn.'.d y..ii !,. ih,' .'Vcrv lliii.j 1 li.id tlic huni.r
ii'-ct v.)U III (iiir friend's linii-c."

""V'<,"" said the C'liint. -. •that was suili.it nt rcison f..r iul'

'lui! till' pla. -: iiiti, I'uJM' wliy -hull], 1 I li,' -.. ru.lc r"

"I'll, iiiadanif. tliciv arc nianv oiIrt rra.-ins for a UDinairs
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avoiding the i)r(>M'iic(' of ;i inaii. For instance, if he has dis-
pleased iier; if tii.- advice which she has given him, with tlic

best intention.-, ha.-, not heen received with the respect it de-
served."

"Oh, my dear ni()n>ieiir, J am ikiI such an ardent prose-
iylizer that 1 .-iiouhi he displeased with a person for not ac-

cepting my advice. I am as apt as other people to take a
wrong view of things."

'On the contrary, inadame, in the matter of my marriage,
your judgment was correct."

"What?" said the Cmmtes.s, eagerly. "Has the seizure of
the pamphlet ha].pening after 'J'liuilJier's failure to obtain the
Cross led to a rupture?"

"Xo," said la I'ty rade, "my inllueiice in the Thuillier estab-
lishment rests on a more solid foundation. The services I

have rendered mademoiselle and her brother ipiite outwei'di
these two checks, which happily are not irrei)arabie."
"lou think so?" interrupted the Countes.-^. incredulouslv.
"Certainly," replied la IVyrade. "When Madame du Brud

seriously means to get the red ribb.m she can do it in spite of
all the obstacles that may be placed in her way."
The Countess received this assurance with a smile, and

shook her head.

"But, madanie, only a few days ago the Count ?s du Hni.l
told .Madame ColJevine tiiat this une.\i)ected resistance hail

wounded lier self-respect, and that she would personally see the
mini.^ter."

"Von must surely forget that it is unusual to decorate a
man who is under a summons of the cuirt. It betokens a

strong feeling against Thuillier, ami juThaps against your.-^elf,

too; for you are the real culprit, which you do not'seem to

realiw. The court, in this case, docs not appear to have acted
independently."

La IVyradi' l.ioked at the Countess.
"I must confess." replied he, after that rapid glance, "that

I have vainly tried to find a single phra.se in the whole work
that would give eau,-e for its seizure."
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It scorns to rac, too, that tlie King's people mu?t have a
vivid imagination to find anything seditious in the work."' said
ihc Countess. "And this proves the strength of the undor-
-round power which thwarts all your efforts in favor of this
excellent Monsieur Thuillier."

"Perhaps you know our secret enemies?" said la Peyradc.
"Perhaps." said the Countess, smiling again.
"-May I dare to venture a suspicion-'" asked la Pevrade

'onsiderably agitated. "
'

".Speak." rei)lied Mme. de Codollo; "I won't blame von if
\'Mi guess aright."

"Well, madamc, our enemies, Thuillier's and mine, are—

a

wdman."

"Even so," said the Countess. "Know von how manv lines
-it Iiandwriting Hichelieu needed before haiigiiiir a man?"
"Four," answered la Peyradc.
"You can then satisfy yourself tliat a pamphlet of two juin-

Hn.d pages can easily furnish a—well, .«av. a woman inclined
tn intriguing, with ground enough for prosecuron."

"1 understand it all, madamc." cried la IWr.uh excitcdiv
"1 i)clieve that this woman is highlv giftc,!.' that she is a.s

nialicious and as intelligent as Pidielicu. an adorable magician
liiat dominates the police and the gendarmes, and cven'more
ili.in that, she chws tlie hands of the ministers on the Cro«3
n iidy to fall from them."
"Well, then," said the Countess, "what is the use of ,trug-

trliiig against her?"
"1 cease my struggle." said la Pevrade. estimating tiie c.k-

^' tit of her regard for him by the pains she had takt>n on his
'""t- Then, assuming an air of contrition

?;it'

"My God! madamc," added he. "you must, indeed, hate

"Vot to the extent that you imagine." replied the Countess;
"i'lit. after all, suppose that I do hate you ?"

"Ah, madamc." said la Peyrad.> exultantlv. "I should then
'ho happiest of unfortunates ; for this hate would be to me a
ilicorti^t fii^w^i^ »>-.,^».., -,-„„: J.K _ • -I . .wtil

• . ....-v ..WUI,, 1,1- I,, 1,1,. ,1

nisancl times more precious than your indifference. Hut you
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hate 1110 not. Why .^-IiouM you >! •«• to me that h]c.-M>(l fpmi-
Jiiiie i-entiinent which is (le-criln,! hy Scrihr in one of his
(iviiiiiasiiiiii .^ciiis with such intelii.^Tiicc and ilclicacv r"

Mine. (Ic (;<h1(i11o made no ininicdiiitc njilv : she cast down
her eves, and her dec]) hreatliiii;,^ ;rave a trt'mnh)Us tone to her
voice:

'"The liate of ii woman !" she rejdied, "cdnhl a man of your
f-tiiicism he dislnrbed liv it

!-"

"Oh
!
yes. madame," answered la I'eyrade. '"I coidd l)e very

mucli disturh'Ml hy it. bnt imi to ivhi 1 a^rain.-t it ; on the con-
trary, I liless the harshness that ilei;,nis to injure me. My
beautiful enemy now kimwn and cenfessed. 1 shall nut despair
of touchin^i,' her heart, for I will never a.L'-ain tnad a jiath that
is not hers: never will I man li under any banner that she has
not made her own. In everything: 1 will in/ her auxiliary, her
slave; if she repulses me with her darlin^r foot, punishes me
^^ilh her while hand, 1 will emlure it with ]>lea.~ure. For all

this submission and obedience 1 will crave but one favor—that
T may kiss the print <d' th(^ fuot thai spurns me, of bathim,'
with tears the hand that is rai.^ed to strike me."

Durin-: this ].mi: outcry of a transported and distracted
lieart, whieh the Joy of anticipaied triumph had wruuL'' from
the impressible miture of the i'r()ven(,al. \u' had ^rjjded from
liis chair, and at the eml Inund himself on one knee Ix'fore

the Countess in the ceriventiotial attitmle of the staL'c. but
which is far more common in real life than most people think.

"liise, mon>ieur," said the Counte-s, "and plea-.' an~uer
me.

liien, frivinsr him a (|Uestioiiinii j:axe beneath the lovelv,

frowning eyebrows:

"Have y(ni cai-efully wei:,died." said she, '-the incaniuLr of

what you have just said!' Have you LMU-ed the pied-e. ;ind

plumbed its depths? Your hand on your heart and con-
science, are you the man to red(>em this promise; aiv vou net

i>ne of ihe falsely humble ami perfidious men who oidv affect

to embiaee our knees to make us the more easily lo-c our
balance, both of will ami reason?"
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"1 !" o.xchiiiiicd li

tlOUS which f!llli|-;ll

ilir more I h;ivc n
liic more t^troiigly

I 1 cyriKlc; "iiever c;m I resi^^t the fa>cina-

• il me at our fir.-t interview. All. madame,
i'oii-ht against this seiiiimciit,

iH'iieve 111 it.- sinecritv and its

i.~u'(i and
louid you

!!ial foiitrol over me. I have said aloud to-day what niy heart
' a> said from the moment I had the honor ti) he received bv
w.u. and the weary (lay> that I have passed in strn-:i:ling
i-.iinst my enthrallnieiit have piven mo a firm will, which ha's

r-rkoned with itself, and which even your severity will not
' ,i-t down."

Severity, that is possible." said the Countess, ''but you
-ii.Lrht also to think of the kindiic.-s; we foreij:n women do "not
i.:;derstand the levity with which your Frenchwomen enter
.ij-n the most solemn engagement. With us yes is a sacred
I 'iid

; our word i.s our act. We do nothing by halves. In the
inns of my family there is a device wlii<h has a great signifi-
cince here: .\i,i, oi; X()tiiin(;. This is saying a great deal, but
•

' i> not enough."'

"That is the under.-tanding I have of my })ledge," replied
II

. barrister; '-my jirst step on leaving you will be to go and
i' i! an end to that ignoble past which for a moment I seemed
I" weigh against the intoxicating future which you have not
i'"il»id(len me to hope for."

"No." said the ('(mnte.-s/'do it calmly and with due thought.
I -iiouldirt like to see you l<.<e your head and going about
Ma-lung window-panes. The Thuilliers are not such ba<! fcdk
:' the liottom; they humiliate! you withmit knnwini: it; their
• -rid IS not vfiurs. Isthat their fault y Tntie the luiot,' don't
•ilk it. and above all take time for reflection. Your con-
;-ion to my belief is of very recent date. What man can be

'IV what his heart will say to-morrow':'"
"1. madame." said la iVyrade, "am that man. We men of

''• South do Tiot love in the Frein li fashion."
•Jiut I thought." ,-aid the Hungarian, with a charmini:

mile, '"that our di.'^cussion was on hatred."

1. madame, even when explained and understood that
'• \

Til hurts me; tell mo rather, not that vou h ve me. but that
19
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tho words you (]ci<;iu'{l to bestow upon mo nt our fir?t meeting
nrc tlio true cxiJi-cssion of your tluiugli!."'

"My frit'ud," nj.licd the Couiitc.^s, iicmitiii;: the word, "onn
of y(nir iiiorali.sis siy.- : 'Tlicre are those who .-^ny : this i.v or
ihis is not ; sucli med take no oath,

—

their character swears for
them", do inc the honor of counting,' nic amonj: such people."
As she sjjoke she held out her harul with a modest and graceful
gesture, [.a Teyrade, quite beside himself, seized it, and
rai)turousIy kis.-.eii it.

"Tliat will do, child,"' said the foreigner, gently disengaging.'
lier imprisoned band, '\\dieu for the present. I believe my
hcada( he has left me.'"

La Peyrade took up his hat, and was about to rush from
the room; but, stopj.ing at the door, be returned, and be-

stowed upon the beautiful foreigner a look full of tenderness.
Tho Countess waved him a c harming adieu ; and as la Peyrade
seemed inclined to turn back, she cautioned him with bei

finger to be wiser, and to remain where he was.
On the stairs la Peyrade stopped to exhale, one might sav,

tho happiness with which his heart was overflowing. The words
of the Countess, the ingenious preparations she had taken to

indicate to him her real sentiments, ap])eare(l to him so manv
guaranties of her sincerity, and he left her with full faith.

A jiny to that intoxication of ha])[)iness which betravs
itself in gesture, gait, sometimes also in acts not justified

strictly by good judgment, afier stopping for a moment on the
stairway he ascended a few steps, and fnun a position where
lie had a goml view of the Thuilliers' apartments, he cried:

"At last I have fame, fortune. happiiie>-; niMre than all, I

can give mv>elf the pleasure of revenge. After Dutocq and
Cerizet I '.ill crn^h yon, vile bourgeois l)rood !"" and he shook
bis fi>t at tlu' innocent double-door. Then be went off run-
ning, and at this moment the popular expression was true of
him, "The earth could not holj him.""

The next day, ilie temiiest heaving in bis l)reast, la Peyrade
went to see Tlmillier in the most hostile mood. How aiiiazed

be biTaiiie when, as >oon as Thuillier saw him, he threw liim-

seli' into bis arms.

f-.'t.
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•My friend," said the ex-suh-chief, "mv political fortune is

le; every paper without exception speaks this iiiornirii: of

painplilet heing seized; you should see how the Opposition
•ets attack the government/'

That is very sinii)le," said the advocate, without sharing
I ins enthusiasm. '"Vou have hecome a stalking-horse for them.
ii!i: this will not help you any. The court will be all the more
lairer to h, ive vou convicted

'Very well," .said Thuillier. proudly. '"F will go to prii

' Beranger, like Lamennais, like Arinand Carrel."

:on.

".Mv dear fellow, that is all verv ciiarninu at a (list; ince

:

iuit when the iron bolts close on you, you may be very sure that

lie situation will not .H'em so agreeable."

"Ill the first i)lace," obji'cted Thuillier, "a political prisoner

uiU never be denied the privilege^ of serving his time in an
.,-vliim. Moreover, I have "ot yet been condemned. You
'.'lurself told me yesterday liiat there was hope for an ac-

ittal.

'Yes; but 1 have learned somethimr since which rend
result verv doubtful. You have an enemv who is worKi

ers

aiiist you; the same hand that [irev.'iited your getting the

seized your pamphlet ; you are beingI'OSi IS tile one that

ssinated bv •"reuK ilitat ion.

"Then if this dangerous enemy is known to you. why don't
II unma.>-k him to me?" said Thuillier.

"1 don't know, but I have suspicions." replied la Pevrade;
IS is wiiat vou "re t hy pi iving sueh a deep game,
"Howl a deej) game?"' said the simple Thuillier. who well
w he had nothing of the kind with which to reproach him-

"Certainly," reitlied th(> barrister. "You have used Celeste
- a 1 'nd of d((oy-duck in your .-aloii ; everyi)ody has not the

!::agnanimity of .Monsieur (iodeschal, who, after he had been
iii.-misseil. so generously forgave you and manage(l that iuisi-

'!i'>s of the li(nise."

'Kxplain yourself,"' .^aid Thuillier; "! can't vet coin

nd.
pre-

^kimm^^-
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^othlIl;r ,^ casi.T to 1m^ iindciMood. \VitIi,,iif coiintinfr „ic
how many prvi..ti. !,.,> Imv,. y.ui liail f.. ('r|r>i,.'> himd :- (lod,-
pchal, Minard jinii..r. ynuw^ l'lir|li,,n, Olivier Vinct the sub
,'"'"'<''•-'" " «'i" 'i.'Vf had tii.'ir walkin.Mickots as [

nave."

"Oliver \-iiK.t, the .Mih>titiitc:" ...\,laiMied Thuillicr, struck
with a iR.u- lioht

; '-thafs the one. „( e.-nr-... that caused thi^
hl.Av. II, > father, thrv say. ha~ a vcrv Inn- arm. P.ut it can-
not he said that we have ;,riv,.„ hj,,, hjs walking-ticket, to Um.
your very unsuitahl.. .•xiuvssi,,n. He spent an ( venin<r with u^
biit^made no advances; ,i,.iili,.r did .Min;,nl"s «on. nor I'hel-
lion\s son. (lodeschal was the nnly ..ne wiio ventnred a direct
overture, and he was refnsed pr.>niptlv, and was not ke|)t in
suspense."

'^^lito true," said hi I'eyrade. lookin- f.,r a new -round of
quarrel. -It is only tho.N. who si.eak out holdlv and definitelv
that are trilled with."

"Xow what are you aimin-at l.v those insinuations? Didn't
you properly -vHlv everythin- with Ilri-itfe the otlier day!--
Ifs a nice time to bother me abont your love alfairs while the
sword of justice han,::s over mv li.ad."

''Oh! that's it." saiil la I'.yrade. ironicallv; '"so vou are
poini,' to make the most <>( your i)osition as a political 'martvr.
I knew how it would he when yonr jtanijihlet came out—the
old cry of not ^jfettin- out of me all that von expected!"

••Parhlni.' your pamphlet." replied 'i'huillier. "You seem
to be pleased at the idea of its reinovin- mv dillicnlties, when,
on the contrary, it has occasioned deplorable complications."

|M)eplorable
! in what way. Your political fortune is made."

"Truly, my dear sir. 1 should never have thou-ht that yoii
would choose the hour of adver^tv to put vour pistol at my
throat, and make me the objeet of your raiJlerv and malice."

"indeed, now." said la I'eyrade. "this is the hour of vour
adversity! Yd a moment a,<ro you threw v.nirself into mv
arms as a man to u!,Mni a si;rn,'d >troke of .jood fortune had
come. Yon mu-t tak^ vour stand, either as a man to be pitied,
or a triumplianl coiiipieror."



vr ;fw: '^ift*^

TIIK .MIDDr.F: TLASSES 20.1

"You arc iiu]in..<l to bo witty," replied Thuillier; "hut v.-u
'•"Hiot put ine m ihe wnm- [ have cmwum sense if I 'am
not brilliant. It ,s ven natural thai I >hnnM he relieved at
-rrm^r puhlie opinioH pnmc.iinee in niv favor, and in nceivin-'
ironi the press the nmsl honorable testimonies of its <I..ep svm'!
r""li.v. But, after nil, do you not tliink that I .should liave
referred that the allair had tak.n its natural course' ami in
'iMdm- myself the nlgrc-t of a m.ili-r.ant revenov „n the part

'I

P;-ple as mllueniiai as the \-in..ts. ean I measure the extent
"t the dari<,'ers to whicli I am exposed;-"

"'^yy >ai<i la I'eyrad.'. witii a pitiless insisteuee. "vou arc
ilecidediy a 'weepincr dnhn":-'"'

•'ies/' replied 'I'liuillier in a solemn tone, "a ,J„hn who
weeps over a friend.dup that 1 had hrlieved to l„. true and
devoted, and which has only sar.-a.Mus to oIIVm- me when I ex-
pected services."

"What services?" a.k..,l la Ptyrade. "Did vou not sav ves-
t'-rday that you w.mid not accept mv a»istance und.T anv
.ircumstanoes? V,.a sai.i when I oifered to defend v,)u that
you would employ a i,Mval barrister."

"Ves. in the (ir>t shock of surprise at such an unexpoetod
l'l<;«-. I .nay have used such a fooli.di expression. I5ut, upon
rellcction. who is better able than yourself to explain the
nieanin- ,A the work «f ynur own pen ? Votcrdav 1 was bo-
-ide my,-ell; to-day you. with vour wounded M>lf-o.teein can-
not pardon an act done on the impulse of the momen'.

'

Vou
-"e a very caustic and cruel man."

"Well," said la I'eyrade. "yMU formallv a.sk mo to defend
ynii (jeiore the jurv !'"

"Ve-s my dear sir. 1 know u( no one v\so into who.so hands
I can put my cause. I might pay some -rand -entieman of
!he palace an exorbitant fee, and lie would not iWU'ml me so
-Killully as you would."

"Well.
1 refuse to do anyibin- of the kin.l. Thing's have

fmnp.d. ^e^lcn],•ly I thouoh, „.. ,„„ ,]„_,),;„ [ ,,.„ j^^,. ,,,,„^
-' tins trial. I see to-day that v.ui had better -et some leader

"I the bar. because, with Viuel's ania-oni.-m takiu'' on such

wm
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proportions, whoever undertakes your defence will assume i

leariui resj)onsil)ility."

"I understand," .aid ThuiUier, sarcastieallv ; "monsieui
has an e\e (.n the nia^jistraey and dues not want to (juarre
witli one who IS spoken of as keeper of the ^eals. Quite pru
dent, .juite; Mill I don't think it will help on vour marriage.'

"ihat IS to say." said la Peyrade, eatehiiijr' ih(> ball on it-
rebound, "that to -et you out of the dutehe. of the jury is th.
ihiri,.eiiih labor of Jlerculos that you would impose upon
'!.e lo -am the hand of Mademoiselle ('olh^vill... I fully e.x-

pecte-d that the exi^^eneies would multiply in proportion t.i

my devotion. But ju.<t that same thin- 'has w.,ni me out;
and to cut short this exploitat^.n of one man bv another, 1

have eomc here ihis morning t.. ^ivc vou haek your word. Vou
may dispo,-e of Cclrste's hand as yoi, see fit; so far as I am
eoneerned, I am no longer a suitor."

This abrupt and nnexpeeted declaration left ThuiUier
speechless, the more so as at that moment Brigitte entered
Hit animosity ha<l declined; she greeted him with amicable
familianiy :

"Ah
! there you are." said .<ho to la I'l'vrade, "vou sad scamp

of a barrister I"

"-Mad.'nioiselle. I .silute you." gravely responded the I'm-
venral.

"\\ell, ' vho went on, not paying any attention to la i'ev-
rado-s ceremonious manner, "the government has got it.-c'il

in a fine pickle by seizing your pamphlet. You should just
see how the morning papers go for it. Here," she added, {•a--
ing to Thuillier a small sheet printed on sugar-paper, in cmrs,'
type and scanrly legible, "this is one that you've not vet seen ;

tlie porter has just bn.nght it up; this is" the journal of our
old (iuarter. tli.> "J^^ho de la Bievre.' I do not know, gentle-
men, if you agree with in.., but I d.Mibt if a better article could
be written: it's (pieer though how careless these journalists
are; they write your name without the /(—vou ought to coni-
jdain about it."

Thuillier took the journal and read the article, which had
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l..«n inspirod l,v the <rraiilii<K. „f the ..litor-in-cliirf of the
Mnii(r> jMiiniiil. iti n'tiini f..r n ucll-fi|i..(l stninach.

-N.'vrr hcfon. hiid l!ri<:ittc tn.rblrd iil.oiit tli.' p.-ipcrs ox(ri)t
I- sr," wh.-tluT 1I1..V lui-ht 1„. nf a i.r..|.rr siz.. in which to
wap a packajr..; hnl ik.u, >ii(hlciilv cMiivcrtr.l to a (Icvot.-c of
•M>' press, under tli.- nillii..n,r „f sistrrlv afr,.,-ii„n sho stood
i"iiind Thiiillicr. and ivad ov.r his shoulder the passa.'os
"1. the pajre whieh had app..ared >„ (.lo,,u. nl to her. a^nd
[•'lilted tliein out with her fiiirrer.

"Yes." >ai.l Thuillier. icfnldm- the pap,.,-, -that's prettv
-^irrii. hesid.'s heiii^r vcrv Ihilterinu to rie'. I'.iit tiiere is an-

<i- verv iiiipuriant iiiatt.T: innn-imr. hnv pn-ent has
>ne to inform nie that he will nut p|, ad fr.r me. and that he
no loiiu,.,. ;i (.|;,imant for (elesir's hand."
"That is, he mran.^." said Hri-itte. "that lie won't take on

:' .' ease unless hr is married out of liand a-^ suon as it is over
^\ II. it s..."ms only rea^mahh^ poor man. When he has done
n..it there .should not Ih" any furtlirr deiav: and wli..ther sho
1- pleased or not, Madenioi.-ello ( ele.sfe " must accent him-
'rythinir must have an end."

'

-Voii hear, my dear sir." said la I'evrade, seizin- upon
i'-i-ittes commentary; ••uli,.„ I haw pleaded, the weddin<T
'•'iiie.s. ^our sister is frankn...ss it.-^clf; she is not the least
^lomatic."

•I'lph-niatic!" exclaimed I'.ri^ntte. -I am not the one to
-.' f.okin- round. I say what I think. The workman hag
'i"ne his work; he should he paid for it."

•lie silent," cried Thuillier. slampinjr his foot. "Every
•
rd you speak twists the da.ir.irer in the wound."
-What! the dagger in tlic wound; von have fallen out

^i'li?"

T have told you." .said Thiiillior. 'Mhat la I'evrade returns
- our pledges; he claims that w are asking another serv'ee

him for Celeste's hand; he thinks h^' has done quite
'"High as it is.'"

"He has done us some .service, imdouhtefllv." replied
il'-'-itte; "we are not un-rateful to him. .\t the same time, it
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wa> 111' ill, It (,iii.M,l _\,,ii iliL' Irnuhlc. It sfoiiis only fair tli

lie >lii)iil(| ;.'.i Villi (Hit (if it."

"There iiii-lit he some M'ii,-e of justieo in vour remurkti
iuiswered hi reyra.le, "if I weiv the only barrister in I'ari
hut as the -irett> aiv |mv. d with thein. and as 'riniillier liin

wlf spoke \e.~ier(lay of eiiipluyiiiu' a (1 Im i nj^uishcd udvoeai
I had not the ie;i,-t sern|.Ie 111 refn-in.i: to defend him. Nov
ns to the iiiarriap'. as I don't intend heinir niade the ohjei
of any further hrutai iMr;:ainin<:. I .im here to ren(.nn('e it i

the most fonrai manner, and notliin-,' now prevents Celesi
aecef.ting Monsieur i'liellion with all his numerous advai
tages."

"At your j)!easnre. my dear mon>ienr," replied Brigittt
"if that is your ia-t word. We >hall he a no lo.^s in fimlin
a hu.-iiand for Celeste, either IMiellionV sou or some one ols(
Hut the reason von give is not the real one. \Vc can't danc
faster than the fiddlers go; even if the marriage should h
decided npon to-d,iv. the h.mns hnve to he published; yoi
have wnsecnongh to know tliat no wedding can take place til

all formalities have hicn (.implied with, and long before thei
Thuillier's trial will he over."

"Vcs," said la IVyiade. -imd if I ln.~e the case it will be ]

Mho will have .<eiit him to jiri-in, ;i> it was I vestordav \vh(
caused him to h(^ arrested."

'"Well. It does seem to me tluit if you hadn't written some
thing there would he nothing to biti' at by the police."
"My dejir lirigitte." interposed ThuilHer. who had notec

la Peyrade shrug his shoulders, "your reasoning is false; then
was nothing indietaltie in the pamphlet: it is not la Peyrade">
fault if persons high in station are conspiring against ii.s

You remember that little deputy. Monsieur Olivier Vinet,
that Cardot brouL'ht to one of (.nr receptions. It seems that
he and his father ar(> furious because we would not bestow
Celeste upon him. and they have sworn to destrov me."

"Well, what other reason than monsieur's fine eyes had we
for refusing him-" said Mrigitte. "After all. a' deputy of
J'aris is a very desirable catch."

w^nB^ta.r:'Vt"'*-
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•i'ii(lmiljii'(ll\," sii.l la INaradi', iioiichalantl} ; "only you
r.

.
he (lidii'l linn^' \(mi a iiiillioii I"

"All! Slid l!ii;'itir, llaiiiui^' up, "if you are going to talk
..:;ain alujiit the Iioum' you got us to buy, I don't mind ti'!lin>'

."U |)rcity plainly tiiat if you had had tlir luoiicy yoiirsidf
i Mis-ary to trick the notai-y out of ii, \uu wouldn't have come
! us. And you need not ihiiik, cither, that ! have been
'!ioll\ voiir dupe, ^(.u talk of barguin>; but you certainly
;'i"l>o-, d the matter yoi :r>elf. (iixc mc (Vdestc, and i will

- VI ymi the lious<'; that is what you .-aid in plain tonns.
; -ides, we \c had to pay more than you said it would cost."

"Conic, now, Hrigittc," said Thuillicr, "don't speak of
M'illes."

•Trifles! trifles!" repeated Mrigitte. "Did wc pay more
I 'in wr c.\j)ccted, or didn't wc?"
".My dear Thuillicr." .snd la I'cyradc, "I beli.^ve as you do,

' .It the (iiiestion is settled, ami that it will only inen'a.sc the
!• tlernc>y to keep u[) these iisclos recrimination.-. I hail made
M my mind before 1 came here, and all that has been said

II- 'inly (.•onfirmcd iii) decision, i will not be your son-in-
u. but We cm ri'iiiain good friends, iicvcrllielcss." And he

r i.-e to take bi> leave.

"One moment, monsieur," said Bri.^itte, barring his wav;
•^eie is one matter yet unsettled ; if we are to have nothing

• "re in common, j)erhaps you will be so good as to infnrni me
iiat became of that ten ihoii-and francs given yoti by Thuil-

!• to bribe those scoundrels fif government ollicials to get
at Cross of which we li.,ve yet heard nothing."
"I'.rigitte." cried Thuillicr with anguish, "you have the

• !iirue (if a devil
; you learned that from me once when I was

•' a ba(] humor, and you jiromiscd you would never mention it

Mill."

".\o: but." replied the implacalde Brigitle, "we are break-
- n|.: when people break up they shonlil .<ettle up—pay their
i't-. Ten thousand francs! a real Cross i- dear enough at
at price: but for a Cross in the clouds, monsieur will admit
' price is rather high.''
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"Sec linv. 1;, I'fvniilf, iii\ fri.rid,"' .;.i,l 'riiiiilli,.r. jioinj,'

to 111.' il.l\M.,||,, uliu u;l> |.,ll.. Ullh r.i-v, ••j,,.,\ ,„, ;,|tn,ti„Il
r<ri^Nltc. II, r iiirr,ii,,n f,,r m,. ii|,m.|- hrr. "j know what
imrtiricril nili,,., (nv. ,iii,| | >|iniii(| nut \,r Mirjiriscd if vmi I

[>aiil out -nine III' \i)iM' 'i\\]\ iniMifV."

".M-'iiHrur.- siKJ la I'.vra. !..,'•[ am not prcpanMl to
slant, v iviiirn \„n thr aniuniit uliidi has Im-cii .-o insolm
(irniafi,!,.,!. Hut .ImnM v,,u l„. plraM.l i,, ;;rant in,. s..nu. lit

(Iflav and accept my mttc, why
""

'•Tn tiie (le\d witii a !in|e"" -aid 'riiuillier. -voii owo
tiotlnn,-; m |-|,t. I,y uliat Card.,! -ani, ue arc indehted t.. yc
III' said wc on;.dit to have ^'iveii y,,M not less than ten thoiisa
francs fur the niaLrnifh ei,t prupcrt\ vou cnable.l us to i

ipiirc."

'•('ard,.t
: Canioi .'- >aid Hri-ittc. "he is vcrv ^'en.-roiis wi

other people's mr.n.'v. We uere ^rjv,, ,r ,„„nsi.nir Celcs)
that s hctlcr than ten thousand francs."

La I'cyrade was too line a com. dian not to find, j,, the I,

iniliatioii which he iiad ju-l expericn. cd. an oceasion for
theatrical ciiniax. With tears in liis voice, which soon moi:
encd his eyes,

—

•^rademoiselle;• said he, "when [ lia.l the honor of heii
recenvd hy yon. | uas poor ; von saw nie accept every indi^'ni
with forhearaiice. for I knew uhat po\ertv must nndcr"
From the day on which I was al.le to hrmir von the form'
which I did not seek for my-elf I felt more' a-snrance. ai
yonr kindness itself encoiiraired nie to lianisli my timiditv ai
self-ahasenicnt. '|'o-.lay when 1 take a loval s'te[), whi/li r
lieves you ..f jrreat anxiety.— for. if you would he frank y(
would confe-s that you had drcamcddf another hii>l)and f(

Celeste,~ue could ivnonnce a pn.jcrt uliich mv sen>c of del
caey forhi.ls me to piirMie. and -till remain friend.-. It is onl
neces.siry to keep within the limits of that courtcsv. of whi(
you have a inodd e\ery dav hefuiv y,,ur eyes; t'or althouij
Madame de (;o(!ull„ is not veiy fri.auily to me. I am sure tlu
her piod-l)reci|iiiu M.aild not allow her to approve of yoii
outra;,r,,,,„s insult.-. Thank heaven, 1 have in mv heart soni

!?:'-!*+=

1^'
»*
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r. li;.nn„. ..nfir.,, nf : i|„. ^,„s|...l ;,, „„. i. nof „ .l,.,,.! I.ti. r, s.,.

M i\ Mnd.rvtfni.i m.'. / //.rry/Vr //o/,. I shall not ofT-r t.- 'riniil-
^ r. who u,.uhi rvfiiM. f„ ;„.f,,,„ ,|,„„,_ ,i„, ,,.„ f||,„„.,,„i fran, .,

'ii.'h you IkIh.v,. ,n,. t,, hav aj.pmi.riatr,! {., ,nv own ii<(>. Init
v"ii. as my mtly nvci!-,.. \( at that timr ymi f,-..| how iin-
your SllS|!ic|ntlS W(TM iuu] sh.Mlh! scrtiplr to kl'fp th."

VH.ncy. you .an hand it ov.p to th-' IJurraii of Hmevo-
, -ICC

'

'•To the Huivau nf |{,.nrv..lrtiri. '"
,rir.| Hn\'iltr. infcmipt-

'
' '""I

: "thank yun. What ! t-. hr (li^ttihut<.,l f,, a <Towd of
I
iiik-ctmj,' (lo-nothinirs. who -rt,rir,. th.'niMlvrs afi.T Vatinj,'

•h.' L'<.M.l Lunl" (.ipn.x or',;,- rfr „ .,„</rr I. ho„ /)!, ii). ]\"
II l".or rn\-..|f. i„y |„,y ; I niii.l,. hn<,^ fop pc.p!,^ („ put
""> '" IkIoiv r<| ari\ .if my own: n,)w that I'v.' pot
iM.' 1 rrifan to kc.'[. it ; s... \v!i..n..v.T vou'rc n-a.lv I'll Ti-cn\;>

i! It t.-n fh..iHan.l fran.s an. I k.vp it. too. If you .ii.ln't know
'' ii.T than i.i firv ..If your p..u.l..r at .•sparrows, whv .«o rnuoh
'III' «(>!-.( for v.)u."

I.ii l'"\Ta(]c saw tliat h.- had miss,.,! his aim ami ha.l n.)t
t!i.' ^liL'ht.-t .|..-r.v impn-s...I Bri^ntt.-'s pranitc; he oast

' 'h-(lainful lo.,k at her and w.mt out maj.'slifailv. [I.> n.)-
' "d a in..v..m(.nt ..n the jtart ..f Thuilli.-r'to detain him. hut
"' nnpcrious p-sturc of Mri-iit.-. aiu'ays qxwvu an.l mistress,

• ! tiiiilrd I,,.,- hn.th.T tn his plac,.. Arrivin.ir .li his own'
' M'.' the harri-t.T ...nipl.t,..] his emancipation hv writin-,'

Mm... (".,||..vill.. that. th.. marriai:.' witli <'.'.|.'-t.' h.'inJJ
l.ruken .)fr. he th.)u-,dit pn-prictv r...|nired h\- ahstainitiLr from
\!-itin?r her house for thi> futiir.-.

Th<' next day Cnlh-vill... on t!:e wav t.) his ..flic,., call,..! „n
': I'cvra.l.. and ask...] what -'-.tnpi.iit v" he had writt..n Flavie,

II lia.l phinLT...] h..r into d..~pair. Th.' barrister with tho
'Miost jrravitv r.'pro.luc..,! a .-..pv f.,r th.. Inwhand; it was
'aiiily not a I. .v.- I..tt..r that ha.l h.^.n s..nt \<> his wife.

"An.i so that is what you call h.-in;,' a fri..n<l:'" said Coll,.-
' n... w!io for a l.ini' lirtu. ha.l faniiliarlv fhoii',1 tho I'rovonc'al.
'"11 (lon't wish to manv—hut is that anv r..a>on f.)r hroak-
:r with th.. irirl's parents? Ar.. wo rospoiisihle for vour .piar-
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r«l uirli Tlniillicr? T< tlii?: the rf'<riir(1 yoii profose for u?:
Iliis not my wife alunvs irc;it''(l voii kiiidlvr"

"I havL' never Ijeen reeeived Init with tJio ntinost kindnes?
and the i:re;itest consicieration hy Madame CoUeville.'" replied

Ja I'eyrade.

"'And -I) for thi^ yon would let her die of grief? Since
ye<ter<lay sln' has not laid down her handkerchief; I tell you
?lie will he really ill."'

"Li-leii to me, my dear Colleville."' nplied la I'evrado. "I

oue yoii the truth, and you are worthy to hear it. .\side from
the fact tliat I caiinol now meet Madi'moiselle Celeste

"

'•Weil, you need not meet her." interrupted the pood CoUe-
ville. "When you eome lii're, the little one will run off to her

room. J^esides. she will somii he married."
"Very well : hut I ouudit lo aild tlial my visits to vonr house

have oecasioiu'd talk. Malicious stories have heen eircnlated.

and it is my rjesire, as well as my duty, to put a stop to ihem."
"What I" exclaimed the husltand, "you desire to stop this

talk, a man of your intclliLience taking' notice of such stulf!

Why, my wife has heen talked ahont for five and tweiitv vears.

and f)nly hecanse she hapjiens to he hetter lookinir than .Ma-

dame 'I'huillier or liritiitte! 1 must he a most stoical (ireek

than you. for this tittle-tattle has not caused a quarter of an
hour's unea-iness in our household."

"I admire your slren<:th of mind, hut it i? rash to go against
puhlie opinion."

••.\hsurd!" said Colhnille: "I trample underfoot this puhlie

opinion, the prostitute I Minard has done this gossiping, all

because his fat conk of a wife has never attractetl the attention

of any decent man. lie had hetter look after his son, who i.s

ruining himself with an old actress at the Rohino."
"Well, my dear friend." said la Teyrade, "try to bring back

Flavie to her senses."

"That is hetter." said Colleville. vigorously shaking the

hand of the barrister; "you call her Flavie as of old; I have
recovered my friend."

"Certaiidy." replied la Peyrade, in a calmer tone, "friends
are always friends."'
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••Us, friciuls arc frifiuls," rri)(>attd Collcville: "friondship
^^ a presoiit fn.in the j,'u<ls. and eoii.-nlrs us I'or all llif <r(,sso3

' ; liie. I iiii(lcr>iaii(K tlieii, that you will fall upon my wifo
i.mI restore peace and serenity to our unhappy home.""

I.a Peyradi' maile a va^nie promi-e and uonder.'d whether
;> kind of liu.-l,;ii:,|_a ivp,. hkhv numerous than is sup-
'M'd—was an ador or ;,n'nuine.

At the moment v.hiii la IVynide was ahout layin<i the free-
•M he had reeovend m such a rude maniior at the feet of
• Countess, lie revived a perfumed note whieh made his

'.irt heat. He recognized on the seal the famous All oi:
\onii.\G, whieh was to fruvern the relations hetween them.

-Dear :\Ionsieur."' said Muk: de (Jodollo, "1 have heard of
Mr determination,—tliank you ! Hut now 1 must arran<;e for

.
own; I cannot, you must see, continue to reside in a sphere

- far from that of ours, and where no interot detaiiL^ me
linger. To make this arrangen:cnt so as to avoid explanations

>v the reason why the entresol welcomes tlie voluntary exile•m the^ first floor, I sliall need to- „nd to-morrow for
Aself. Therefore, do not call to siv ik- until the following

-
ly. By that time J shall liave exccui.d BriyitU', they say
i the Bourse, and have much to till you.

"Tiia lotd,

"Co^rTKSSK Dl-: (JODOLLO."

That "wholly thine" in Latin seemed cliarnnng to la Tey-
rsili'; it did not astonish him. however, for he knew that with

• llunpirians Latin was almost a si -ond national lanu'uaire.
The two days' waiting,' to whidi he had hecn condrninT.l

i i<d fuel to the lii-rce flame of passion whidi had taken pos-
- ->ion of him

; and the next day. on arrivin.ir at the house de
Madeleine, his love had reached a hei-hr (d inean.leseenee,

wiich he would have considered impossible a f.-w davs previ-

This time la IVyrade was seen by the concier^'c's wife, hut
i'l addition to the fact that he miglit be suitposed to be going

3

.1
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to ThuilliiTV. hv \\n> vri-y iiidiirnvm as to uhctiier the trii

objcrl i>i liis vJMt 1111,-iii \,r known <,y not. Tlir kc i.nce brokoii
his liiippinc-.- \>,i> a-i,i((l. aii;l hi' \va^ rather (li.-pc-cil to pro
flaiiii it aliro.id ilian in make a iiiy,-!i rv nf it. Kiiiiiiin!

quickly up the >taiiv tin' atlvi.catc was alMuit tn rini,' tlic bell

whfii. rachin,: out hi. !,;,m.I ;,. take tii.' Mik cMnf near tin

dor,;-, )„ iiMti.;>(| that tile c.nl had (li>appcaivd.

La ;'(yradr"> tir>i t!i<ai;jlii was tliat laie of tlin-c >, rioiis ill

Jii'ssu:; which render all kr^N i.'i nni-,. ii..M;pp„rtable to a siel

person iin-;ht expdain t!ie jvni.,\al <d' the- missing object; bu
Hiaiiy otluT ti'kens ( aine ai i!ic siine moment to invalidat.
this explanalioi;. wlrch, moreover, wi uld not have hren ver\
eonsolini:. Fruni ll;e .otihule t<. the Caintess' door a stai'i

carpet, Tastened at each step by a e.ipper rod. furni>lied vi^.

itors an easy a.Heiit. This carpet had i>ccn removed.
In front of the door a -ereen, co\ere>l witii green veivet anij

held up by gilded rods, shut in the rece-s. \nthing remained
of tl-ds arrangement, except .-onie marks made in the wall by
tile workmen who ]i,id removed it. For a moment he thought,
in his exeit ment that he had mistaken the Hoor ; but, gfaii-

cing over the baluster, he a>snr(Ml himself that ho hacf not
crossed die entresol. .Madame do (iod.dio, then, \va.« about to
move.

T'le I';-(Ae:i: al n^igned himself tn announce his visit to the
grand lady in the .sune manner as if he were calling upon a
grisette. Hut under his hand a hallow sound echoi^l. which
empliasized the vacarey hihunvn' dinrinr. and at the same
time under the .h.,u-, upon which he vainly rapped with his
knuckles, lie olHei'\ed that clear light wiii.-h gives evidence of
an unoeeujiiei! apartment, where no curtains, (u- carpet, or
furniture deadens the sound and sofu'ns the light.

Forced to i,elie\e that the Coiiiiie.-s had actually moved, la

Pcyrade supjio^ed that as a result of ih,. rupture with Hrigitto,
eome insolence of the old maid had com|.elle(l this radicafand
violent measure: hut why had he no\ hreii notified of it? ami
Avhat an idea to ])lace him in t!ie ridiculous position called by
the vulgar by the picture,-ipie appellation of "meeting "a

li
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(Ion face'* I Bein;r detcnniiKMl to fully satisfy himself, bo-
•r'vv going. h(> iiiiKk" u furious a>sault u])on the door.
•Who's that hamniering at tin- door as if he wanted to pull

(i un the house:'"' shouted the janitor, attracted to the foot
I f the stairs by the noise.

"Does Madame de Godollo not reside here still?" asked la
I'lvrade.

••('(rtainly she doesn't live here now. sin((> she's left. Had
iiiniisieur told me he was .seeking her, 1 would have spared
1 ,111 the trouble of battering down the door."

••I knew she was about leaving this suite," said la Peyrade,
lu't wishing to appear ignorant of her design to move, '"'but I
'!id not think she was going so soon."

'I think it must have been done in a hurrv," said the
j.initor, '^since she went off early this morning with po.^t-
ii'irsos."

"Post-horses!" repeated la Peyrade, stupefied; "then has
>\ir quit Paris?"

••Well, people don't usually go post from one quarter of
I'ans to another," said the terrible porter.

"Did she say where she was going?"
What a droll idea, monsieur; do such folk give any account

"f themselves to the like of us?"
••Hut if any letter came for her after her departure?"
"f have orders to give her letters to .Monsieur le Command-

ant, the little old man who visited her so often, and wiiom
iii'insieur must have met here,"

"Ves, yes, certainly," said la Peyrade, preserving his pres-
»! re of mind under the succession of blows he had received,
"that little old man in powder, who came neariv every day."
•Not every day. but he came very often. Well, I have re-

in ved orders to give him the letters" of .Madame la Comtesse."
.\nd she gave you no instructions for her other acquaint-

ii'-res?" said the Proven(;al. indifferently.

"Xone, monsieur."

•'Very well, my dear madame,'" said la Peyrade "I thank

1

'tr.hri.VU'fmrr^ •<«*•*-; (iy-««<Mr >
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And lio startcil to //n mit.

"l')Ut ! think." .-ai'! tlip roncioruv's wife, "that infidemr

wile ou<:ht to know ninic ahmii it than I do. I.-n'l nionsioi

goinf^u])? Slie is at homr. a- wrll ;is Mi»n>iiair 'I'lniilliiT."'

"No,"' said la I'l'vradr. "ihat w^.y.lA he ii-ciiv". I canic

'/wo .Madame dc (Joduljo aa a;i'iinil nj' a matter wliieh si

liad intrustucl to nie. I have no i-nic in ,-t()|)."

"Well, I tell ynu she \vv\ n',Y tins niniaiini: hv )iost. Tv
lionrs a.Li'o monsieur Avunhl have fnnnd h'M' hiTe: i)nt havii

tr<nie \>y \>o<{. she nin>l lie a long way iVnui here iir)\v."

With her hahit ol' sayini; evervthiim' over twice, this woma
ulio had ju^t given the I'mveiK al , n.li ena 1 informatio

seemed to insist iipnn details whieh gave iiini the keene

torture, lie went away wi;li de<|pair in his heart. .\>iile fru

his aiignish at this ha-ty departure, jealousy had taken po

session of him. .\nd in this iiilter Imnr <<{' his dire disaitpoin

nient the most grievous explanations jiresented themselves i

his mind. After some reflection he -id to liitnself :

"These fema.le diplomats are often charged with importai

secret niissiotis. where ah.-olnte discretion is necessarv and t!

utmost rajiidity of motion re(|nired.'"

Here a sudden revulsion of feeling came over him:
"Rut suppo-e she is hut an adviuturess, one of iliose en

))|oyed hy fufeign government s as secret agents!' .Suppo:

that the >tory of the K'u-<ian princess, more or less likel

beiiig obliged to sell lu'r fiirninire tn l>rigitte is al-o that <

this Hungarian lady? I'.ut y. t."" added he. as his hrain, in

fearfid whirl of ideas and seiiiiments. made a third revolutii'i

''her education, manner^:, speech, evervihing. proclaim luT

woman of tlie highe-t positioji : then, he.-ides. if she were but

bird of pas>aL:\'. why take >uch pains to win me over?"

T.a Peyi'ade might liaxc continued his pleadiiig. for an

against, for a much longer time, if he had not felt himsei

suddenly seizecl by the slKudilers In a strong arm, while

voice he well kiiew cried:

"My dear barn>ter. look out! a frightful danger menace
you; you are running into it headlong."
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T,;i P('yr;i(](' tiinicil roiind \u lirnl liitn>c]f in Pli('!Iinir« jirm?.

i 'i- .-ci'iic fnok j.lii.c in rnwit nf ;i hiiti-c in procc-s nf dfrnoli-

:
.;i. on the conuT ..f h'uo |)ii|ili(.| ;inii Saint -llonon''.

i''>-ic(l cm till' .-i«lrw;ilk ill fr.mt nf it. IMicllioii. wlio. it will

I'lMcnilicrcil !(! n (Icridcd |icncli;iiit for Imildin:,' opcra-
' -• t'"' 11 i|" •"' "I ill' li'>'ir liad hern watdiinu' the draina

• a pifi-(. nf wall ready in fall nndn- the CMniliinrd cll'drts of
:.in'j of ucirknicn. and. \v.it( li in lii- hand, tln' jrrcat citi7A'ii

- ralciilatin-- ihc |cn--ili id" time tliis mas- of stone and
•':\:\r would n-iM the work <>[' de-iriiclion of which it was
uhjeet.

1
1

'la- pivei-e|\ at the moment of inn-t imminent peril,

I! hi I'evrade. lost in the tumult of his thouLdit.s, and oh-
•lus l<i the warnings addres.sed to him ffom all sides, wa.s

'::! to cro.-s the ovhit of the fallinir urn, Hi, \ Seen !)V I'liel-

:! —who, hnu-ever. woiihl h;ive ruslied forward v. itli cfiual
-le for a .-tr.inpr— la I'evrade undoiihiedly owed to liim

i - escape from a friLditfid ileath ; for at the moment when he
I heeii |)ulled back liv tl,e viLTorous ;:rasp of the inhahitant
ilie Latin <,)uartir. the wall, with the report of a cannon-

- "I. and in the mid-t of a eloud of dust, caiiu' cra-liinf,' down
: : 'W feet from him.

".\y< you deaf and lilmd:-"" roared the nian emiiloved to
ni the pas~er-hy. in a tone lliat ni.iy be imagined.
I'hanks. my (ie;.r monsieur," -aid la J'eyrade. "I should

•.e hei'ii ir/is/,i like an idiot only for you." And be pressed
i' ' llion's hand.

"My r.'ward,"" re|)lie(l Phellioii. "is in the satiifaotion of
'\\\\)is that you are savi^l from imminent dann:er. I mav
'! ihat till' irrati Heat ion i.- iiiena-.d hy a certain pride, for I

:~ not misiaken by two seconds in the time I had reckoned
' II for tile instant when the cenir- <d" ,::ravity of that for-
lahle mass wouhl lie displaced. I'.ui of what were vou
Mkiii--. my dear sir? rerh.qi- of the plea you are to make
ihe 'i'hiiillier cas<': fop | have h^arned from the journals of

' Menace that the vindictive
i
uhln' holds over the h,.ad of

-t iiii.iiiie friend. Vou have .t iiohle cause to did'einl. moii-

iO
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8R'iir. With iny liand on my conscionoo, aiul aoruptotno
Jiiorcovcr, iis I am, by my dutirs a? a mcmhcr of the rcadir
c'oiiimit(<'c of the Odcoii (n ju(lf,'(' of productions of tl

mind, haviiii,' become ac(|iiainted with some passaj^es of tl

inerimitiatin<r doeument, I ran tlnd nothing,' in this pamphl
of a nature to justify the rigorous measures of which it h;

been made the object. Between you and mc." atbled the <?rei

citizen, lowering his voice, "1 tliitik it a mean action on tl

part of the government."
"I am of the same opinion," said bi Tevraib'. "but I ai

not charged with the defence. I liave advisJd Thuillior to n
tain some famous advocate."

"That may be good advic<>," said Phellion. "At any rati

it does honor to your modesty. You have doul)tloss seen ou
good friend? Poor man. I caUed to see him when th
blow fell. I am on my way to S(;e him now; he was not ii

home on my first visit. I .siw only Hrigitte, who was con
versing with Madame de (;o(b)llo: that is a woman who pos
sepses strong politi.'al views. It appears tliat she predictei
that the seizure would occur."

"Did you know that the Countess bad left Paris?" said i;

Peyradc, seizing the oj)portunity of l)roaching the subject o
his temporary monomania.
"Ah! she has g.me," said Phellion. "Well, monsieur, 1

must tell you that though tbcr(> was little sympathy betweer
you and her, yet I look iijx.n Iier departure as a misfortune
she leaves a serious void in the salon of our friends; I say thii

because I think it, I am not u.<ed to disguise my feelings."
"Yes," said la Peyrade, "she is a most distingui.shed wo-

man; I think, in spite of her prejudices against me, that wt
should have come eventually to an understanding; but thi>

morning she hastily left by post without leaving word whert
she was going."

"Post!" ex-claimed Phellion. "I don"t know whether mon-
sieur agrees with tne. but I think traveling post is most agree-
able, it is certain that Louis XI,, to wlnmi we owe this insti-
tution, had in this instance a very happy thought; al-
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il.-ii-h in other matters his saii-uinarv and dospotic ruloA- not, to my way of thinkin-, (jnito .lov.id of reproach
"nly once in my life have I m) traveled, but I n.av truly sav
;.Mt

1 tound It far superior, in spite of its inferiority in speed
' 'I'" mad rush of the iron mads or 'railways,' where speed
1^ .iniuired at the cost of safety and the taxpayer."

l-n IVyrade paid but small attention to Phrllion's phrase-
'

: '.^.v. • Whither has she <^oner This was the one question
' '^"li absorbed all his thou-hts, a j.reocupation which would
iM^.. rendered him indifferent to a mu.h more interesting
'nrat.on. Hut the ^wnt citizen, ofT like a locomotive, con-

•ir was at the time of Madame Phellion-s last confinement
>!i.; was at Perche with her mother, when I learned that-nous complications had ( nsued, toirether with milk-fever
\ wound in the pocket is never fatal, as they say; so, over-
«l,r!med with terror at the dan^'er thnnUening my wife I at
r^.v proceed.'d to the coach-otTice to ol)tain a seat in the coach •

r.l were taken, and had been for a week in a.lvance My
nund was at once made up. I went to th.- Rue Pi-alle and

payinp -old down on the spot, I obtained a chaise and two
ti r>es: but unfortunately I had ne-lected tlu" formality of a
I'i-sport without which, by the decr.'cs of the consulate of U
N.vuse of the year XII., they are not allowed to deliver horses
t" a traveler -"

The last words were a flash of U^ht to la Pevrade: without
"" f"ush of the postin- Odyssey, he starfd off at once in the
direction of the Kue Pigalle before I>hellion, with his sentence
"1 the air, had time to realize his departure. Arrived at the
-lahlishnjent of the royal post, la Peyrade wondered of whom
I!" might best inquire to obtain the desired information Ho
<\|.lained to the porter that he wish.'d to send a very impor-
'ant letter to a lady of his acquaintance: that this iadv had
!i; U'lected to leave her address, an<] he thou-ht he mi^rht pos-
-;Ny learn it by means of the passport which must hiu-e been
pr. -ented in order to obtain liorses.

•l>id this lady traveler have a maid with her, and whom I

I

m
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I>ick<'(l up in;ir the .Miiilflciiir,"' sii.l a i lilidii, who .sit

a corner of tlie room.

''Exactly," said la IVyradc, ail\iiiiiiii„' ciilti riv to this pn
(lentially .-( iit iiiaTi, and slipping; a cnnm nt" a liundrctl s

into his hand.

"Slif s a droll .-nvi of a traM'lcr," >aid the postilion; "

told me to take her to llu- ISois dc liouluir,,,., there she in

ine drive around for an hour ; then we canie hack lo tiif Bar
de 1 fjtoile, where she ^ave me a <,'ood tip and j^ot into a h:

telling me to take the chaise to the man she had hired it fi

on the four des Coolies, Fauliour^- St. Ilonore."

"Tlie luime of the man:" deniandeil la I'evrade.

".Sieur Simonin," rej)licd the ])o>tilion.

Armed with this information, la I'evrade started olf a.gii

and in a ipiartiM' id" an hour was (iUestionini; the livery-sta
keejier; that iiidi\i<lual could only say that a ladv living
the Place de la .Madeleine had hired a po>t-chaise. witln
horses, for half a day; that tln' po.^t-ehai.«e had heen .-ent

her at nine o'clock in the morning; and that before mid(
it was in the stalile again, hronght h.ick hv a postilion (jf '

royal post.

"\ever mind," .slid la Peyradi'. "l am c( rtain tluit she I

not left Paris, aiul is not avoiding nic ; most likelv she uses 1

pretended journey to utterly break with the 'I'liuilliers. Fi

that I am, a letter assui-eilly awaits me at my home to info
me of all."'

Worn out with cxeitcTuent and fatigue, and to verify nu
promptly the truth of his presentiment, la Peyrade threw hi

self into a eah, aiiil in less than a quarter of an hour—for
had pi'omi.-ed a large tip—he was in the I'ne Saint-f)ounni(|
d"Enfer. 'J'here he had lo submit to the torture of waitii

Since Tirigitte had left the hou-c, the service of "'Sieu

folTinet, the porter, bad been very negligentiv performed; a

when la Peyrade rushed to the lodge to get A/s- Ir'iT whi
he thought he saw in the hn-. a^-iLiiied to hi< use. be fou:

('otlinei and hi- wife aii-eut. and ilieir door ciM-'-ful'v fastenc

The woman was busy in liousehold work, and Coffini

iktsaw-f^idfe I

i
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t 'kiiif,' ii.lvimtii.tr.. nf til., fact, li,i.l ;,ll,,u-,d I,inis,>]f to he on-
^ "'I int..;i iHMvhlM.rin- \viiic->}inp. wIi.tc l.ctw.M'ii two j;lassrs

"'•'i'""i'ir(l. ,;ir;nn.-t ,i rrpubliciin who .s,,„k(. (onlrmptu-
-l\ ot tliciii, the c-insr of tli,. [)n,|irirtors.

It w.is ()v<i- l«..mv mimitcs hvunv this wodhv janitor re-
''"''<'••'' lli'it Ih' ha.i (•.Ttain -proiHTtv" conll.ira to him
.1 I ntiinird lo hi> i.o>t. One (an jiirurc to himself tho

'Hur n| ivproarhis u,ih which la ]\;r,uh' salute.l him. He
•

'iis...l himsdf l,v savin- that Iir ha.l <r„„e to oxvcutc a
!'<.>sin- commission .ntrnstrd to Inn. hv Mmlcnoisrllr. and
';'i' t'«' HMihl not 1... in two places at once, and finallv handed
'- .i,ho,ate a letter which Lore the I'aris postmark; father
""li iHs heart than his eyes the l'n,v..neal reeo-nized the
"'•'lini:: the arms ami the motto, when he turned tl... missive
'
">• conhrme.l the hope thai he had r..ached the end of the

" I'l'st emotion lie had e\er exp.'iieiK'ed.
T"/oad this letter hefore the janitor were profanation ; bv

'i •licaev of leehniT which all lover, will understand, he did
'
'M-lt the pleasure of deferring his happiness ; he would not
- n break the seal of that so precious missive until, safe bc-

•
'Ml Ins own clo>e,l door, he could revel to his heart's content

i'' llie ravishments it promi>ed.
I'lyiiif? u,. the stair, two steps at a time, the amorous Pro-

' i
'
ill had the childishness to turn the key in the door; then

--|all,.d before his desk, he, with pious dexteritv. broke the
• il

:
It seemed as if his heart would leap from his breast.

•Hear monsieur," was written. "I disapp.'ar forever, for
" '"< IS played out. I <rive you my thanks for having' ren-

' '1 It as pleasant as it was easy. Bv embroilin<,' voirwith
'' I huilliers and Collevilles, who are now fullv informed as

voiir sentiments about them, and having taken great care
• i xpatiate to extravagant length>. in a maniuT most morti-
: '!U^ to their bourgeois self-comrit, on the real cause of vour-Men and ruthless rupture with them, I am prou.rand
'

'pv to say that 1 have rendered you a most signal service.
L'lrl does not love you, and you only love the beautiful

"MwsimMPLS'igfjt^ssaMn,
- , 3-1^;
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I

eyes of her dot. So i have Hiivtd hotli of voii from a hell,

exchange for the one In whom vou a-pired, another is destiii

for you; shi' is richer, iiion; lieaiitifiil tliaii MMe. f'ollevil

and, Bpeakinj,' for myself, in conclusion, much freer than

"Your very unworthy servant,

"Wife ToHNA, C'oMTKSsk; dk (^odollo.

"1*. S.—For further information, iipply without delay

M. du Portail, gentleman, Rue llonort'-Chevalier, near t

Rue Cassette, (juarter of Saint-Sulpice, who is expecting yo'

When he had finished the letter, the advocate of the pc

put his head in his hands; he saw nothing, heard nothi:

thought nothing; he was anniliilated.

Several days w(>re necessary to la Peyrade hefore he coi

recover the siiock. The hlow, in fact, was a terrihle or

coming out of that golden dream iu which he had seen

perspective of the future in such a radiant atmosphere,

found himself the victim of a hoax which wounded him m(

severely in his self-conceit and all his pretensions to eunni

and cleverness; hroken with the Thuilliers irrevocahly ; load

with a debt of twenty-live thousand francs, though not i

mediately due; and also, to save his own dignity, engaged

pay Hrigitte another ten thousand francs without delay;

complete all, he felt that he was not radically cured of 1

passionate feelings for the feminine author of this great d

aster and the instrument <if his ruin.

Either this Delilah was a very grand lady, high enough

station to permit her to give rein to the most compromisi

caprices,—in which ease she had played the role of gra

coquette in a game where he himself had had the role

clown.—or she was a most accomplished adventuress, in t

pay of that du I'ortail, and the agent of his matrimonial :

triguing. Thus, a had life or an evil heart, was the choice

judgments to he passed uj)on this dangerous siren, and

either ease it might seem that the regrets of her victim woi

not be very acute.

ii*
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M>" jnit yourself in tlu- pla.,. ,.f tln> .hild of Provenr. with

;>. huJ ,„„„,,, ,„ „„,„r the ,.....n (rj a c„p of .has
-

1_

A. on awak<.n .,.„„.. >tni retains the i„,preLion of the

• ^ ener.
:^^^^^ l"s

il •n<t-\ t.. I.ani^h 1!,,. „h.mi..,t „{ the |.e,fi,|ioii< C.nnt.s.'.M.sj.U.or sa,,HMl,d not cease to l,u,,f!.rhe,.;:,Vh^^

;-<• 'n ftnd.ng her. Th.s desire he eaUe.l curi.^itv t irst;;j-^ance; eo..e,nently thi. is the ingenious deduS

:::^ar;h!--:h;:.^1t:-;-
H

y a f.un.ly who. ,0 ae..o,np|.sh their ends, ean to luX

""rrtance. 1 11 go, therefore, at).l see Cerizet
"

\nd he went to see (Y'rixet

..:r^::r:!;r:^,:''t.'';r;;i:!;-S'tv''"„"''-r

*-»!

^.•7».\Mr. TXni&TIS" ;.i./-jr-' ma^T<f^';
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UUilr tliL' pretext 111" inirum;,' an alFair in uliirli (Vrizet h:u\

mingled; Cerizet ne\c r ineddli d wiili tldn^'s that Ui le n^it of

material interest to hiin-rlf: tlie diaiices uere then that li.-

uoiild he received with en! imsiasiii rather tlian in an un-

friendly manner. 'I'he a.hnrale d.vidril, niniv,,\, r. l.. call

\\[u>n hirn in his ni!i(c. It wa- less a vi-ii than it" lie had gone
to his den Ml liie Itlle des I'nnlcs, the Ml rrnll ;id 1 n;:- .if which
were not c'speeiaily agreeahle.

It was alioiit two o\ hx k uheti la I'eyiade mad.- lii~ cnl ranee

into till- olliie nt' the ju-ti(( <d" the peace of the tuill'ili arnm-
dis.-enient. lie pa-.-ed tliinngh an ditcr rourn. Idled with a

CTowil of j)eople waitiiii,' to con-iilt the tnagistrato in relation

to tiie atlixiii;,' and reiimval i f >eals on ihe elfect- of il,M-ea>c(I

persons, on piihlie nnnniiiiccini nis. iriai,> in proce-s of settle-

ment, di.-pnies hetwecn nia>t( rs and .servants, hetween land-

lords and tenants, traders and ciir-toniers. and tlnally matters
concerning the police. 11(> did u,,\ paii-e in the waiting-room,
but pnshi'd thfongh to the ollicc adjoining that of Diitocq.

There he found Cerizet seateil at a hliickeried wooden desk,

at which another clerk, then ahseiit, occupied the opposite

place.

Seeing the eiitnnuc of the harrister, Cerizet cast a savage
look at him, without iiio\ ing or ceasing from his work of copy-
ing a judgment.

'•Hallo!" .Slid Iw, "ymi. Sieur la IVyrade. Well, you made
a pretty mess for your friend 'riuiillier."

'"How are your" a-ked la I'eyrade, in a tone at once resolute

and amicahle.

"I," re])lied Curizet. "as you Pce, am still rowing my galley:
and, to follow out the nautical metaphor, may I ask what
wind hay blown you here; j)eriuij)s it chances to be the wind
of adversity y

T.a Peyrade did not answer this, but took a chair which he
j)laced alongside his (piestioner, after which he gravely said:

"My dear sir. we must havt- a few words with each other."
'•It appears." persisted the venomous Cerizet. '"that the

Thuilliers have become furiously chilly since the pamphlet
was seized."
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milliiT> ;iri' iiii:rali.i ; I luivc brokfii witli tl

-aiil l,t rcvrailc

Mm

'lii;|iiiiiv .ir disiiii-siil," ri'|>lii<! Ci'ri/cl, '"iln'ir

Hill.

Miiiir I* iii>n(«

-- rl(,-i-.| ii^raiii.M _\oii; from what l>uti>f.| iril- m,., \U\

(111111- (I f
-iiir ilnr.-ii I >|iarL' yitu. \i>u .-.(. iiiv friciiil. wlial

inin-- ic mil jlnn^^s ahtnc; coiiiiilicatinii- an-.', and iliriv i-

111. ..II,. to liclp sinoutli (iir the aii^rlfs If v.ni ha.l lT"! lli.'l.aM'

t'.ir inc. I flnmld liavc hccii introdiucl to th,. 'I'IiiiiIIk i> : |)ii-

I'KMj would not liavi' dcMTtcd yon. and we should haw .-tcnvd
von safely into port."

"And if 1 don'i want to arrive into jiort ?"' rej)lied hi Pev-
'••"''• '"1 I'll yoii I've done with the 'rhiiilliers ; it was I

l.mke with tlieni lir>t ; I loM iheiii to k.'ep out of my sunshine

;

and if I)iito((] loM yoii anythin;; diireniit. you may tell him
from me tiial he lie,-: is that straight enough"? It seems to me
that 1 speak plainly."

"Oh. just so. my dear, if you are so mad at all those Thiiil-
/mtic,s(.>', why. that was the reason you should have planted me
:inioiig them; then you would have seen me revoii-re you and
^how 'em up."

"Vol! are right in tiiat respeet," said la Teyrade; "I >hoiiId
have heen glad to set you on them; hut I had nothing t.» do
with the matter of the lea.>;e."

"Douhtless." said (.'erizet, "it was your ronsoience that
e.tiised you to fell iirigitte that the tw'eive thou-aiid francs
that I e.Xfieeted to make out of her were as good in her pocket
a-; in mine."

"It seems that Hutoeq." said the barrister, "still oonlinnes
on his honorahle course of >|)y, which ho practised in the
Hureau of Finance. Like others who fidlow that dirty pro-
fession, he makes his rep..rt> more amusing than truthful."
"Bo careful." said C. rix.t, "you are sj>eaking of my patrori

m his own lair."

".See here." said la I'eyr.ide. •! have eonie to talk with vou
<in important matter-. iJe'kiiid enough to dismiss th<' Tliuil-
iiers and their atlairs. and give me your atteiili.ui."

"8poak, my dear fi'llou," said ('erizet, laying aside his pen,
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which had not coaM'd to run over the stamped paper; "I am
listening."

"Some time ago ynu ?poke to mc of a girl whom I could
marry— riih, matured, and sutrering the least in the world
with hysicria. as you euphemistically phrased it."

"So. there! Tve hecn waiting for this," exejaimed the
usurer; "hut you've heen full slow in getting here."

"In iilfering mo this heiress, what had you in your mind?"
"I'lirblni! to assist you in making a good strike; vou only

h;id to stoop t(i coiKiiKT. I was ehargcd to make a formal pro-
]i<.sal to you ; and, as there wasn't any hrokerage in it for mc,
I relied wholly dii your generosity," said Cerizet.

"Vou are not the only one that made me that offer ; a woman
made tlie same, cii ?"

"A woman:-" rejijied (Vrizet, in the most natural tone.
"Xot that Tm aware of."

"^es, a foivigtier. young and handsome, whom you must
liave met in tiie family of the future hride, and who seems to
he entirely devoted to them."

"Never," said Cerizet. "has tliere heen tiie traee of a woman
in the negotiations; I have every reasim to think that I alone
had the charge of it."

"What," said la i'eyrade. fixing Cerizet with his eye, "do
you mean to tel' me that you never heard of the Coratesse
Torna do (Jodollo;'"

"Never in all the days of my life; it's the first time I ever
heard the name pronounced."

"Then," said la i'eyrade. "it niu>i have lieen another match,
for this woman, after many very strange preliminaries, which
it would take too long to speak of. formally made me the offer
of a young person nnich richer than MadeinoL^^elle Colleville."

"And matured:-' And hysterical:-" a-ked Cerizet.

"Xo; the ]»rohn~;il wiis not emhellished with those acces-
scries; there is one other detail niay give you the clue; Ma-
dame de (Jodollo d(>sired m(>, if I wished more information,
lo see a Monsieur du Portail, gentleman."
"Wue llonore-Chevalier:-" said Cerizet, tpiickly.
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am "Exactly."

"Thon it is the samp marriajro offeree ^m two different
-ides; the only stranpc thinji about it is >'.at T should not
! avo been inforiiud i)f iny cnllaboratur."

"So," said la Pcyraile, "you not only had no hint of the in-
crvention of the Countess, but you do not know her, and can
!ill me nothinjf aimut her?"
"Not at present," replied the usurer; "but I may find out,

tor 1 have been treated rather cavalierly in this matter. This
double attempt, however, ouirht to convince you how agreeable
ou are to the family."

.At this moment the door of the olliee was cautiously opened ;

a woman's head was seen and a voice. imm('(liately reco^niized
by la I'eyrade. said, addressing,' the clerk:

"Ah! your pardon; monsieur is busy. May I be allowed
to gay a word to you wlu'ii ynu are alone?"

C^rizet, whose eye was as (juick as his pen, noticed this:
l.a I'eyrade ,sit so that the visitor could not sec him. but he no
sooner heard the honeyed drawl than he hurriedly turned his
head to hide his features. Instead, thetu of dismi.«^sing her
roujrhly, the usual treatment accorded intruders bv this least
[dea-sant of copying-clerks:

"Come in, come in, Madame Lambert." the modest visitor
lieard. "You would have to wait so long a time."
"Ah! Monsieur the Advocate of the I'oor," cried his cred-

itor, whom the reader has doubtless recognized, "how plea.scd
I am to meet monsieur. I have been several times to your
liousc to see if you had attended to my little matter."

"Truly." said la IVyrade, "for some time I have had many
occupations that have kept me front my otfice; but all is in
order, and the petition, properly j)repared. has been sent to the
secretary."

"How good monsieur is!" said the devotee, clasping her
hands.

"Tirtis! you and Madame Lamt)ert have bnsiness to-

irether!" said Cerizet; "you never tolfi 'ne that. Are you
I'ere Picot's counsel?"
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"rnfortiHiatcly, im," s.iid tlic (Icvdtci' ; "my master won't
Inkc iitlvirc rrniii any (nic; lie i> siicli a stupid, wilful man.
I5iit. my woriliy sir, is it tnic Miat aiintluT family cuiincil is

to meet ?""

"Certainly." replied ("erizet. "and not later than to-

morrow.''

"Hut why is tliis. monsieur, when flio jii(l<?es of the court

have decided that the family have no rijrhtsr"

"Well, yes." answered the cujiyinMrH hrk, "the .jiid<:e of the

lower court, folli.wi'd hy that of the iniirt of appeal-, rejected

the applicatidii of tlir rrlations, the same as tiioir application

for a commission in lunacy.
"*

"I helievc you." said the drvdtee. "tryiiii: to make out that

Rich a sensiiile man is mad."

"]5ut the relatives are imt ^'oinLr to i.'ive up; now tliev are

takiiii,^ it uj) frum anutlier puinl nf viiw, and wisli to have a

trustee for the estate apix.inted. It strikes me. mv dear Ma-
dame i.amliert. tliat old i'icnt will he Iraslicd up There are

pome very serious I'harires advaiieid; tn pinch a little is all

riirlit. hut to irr:il) the lot is a hit too miii h."

"Dors mon>ienr heliever " saiil tlie pioi, woman, rais-

inir hrr hand- aiel lifliiiL:' In^r .-houldiTs.

"II I hflirvc nofhiuLr." said Cerizet ; "I'm iii>t the jnd^'e

in the ca-i'. I'.ut the relativr< -ay that you liave made awav
« ilh eonsideralilo -um- of nioiiry. h.'sidcs makinj,' inve-tments
into which they mean to iinjuirc."

"My dodl" said she. "ihey ea!i look: 1 havi' not a hond, a

share, or a noto. not tlie least tlnriLT of value in mv [)o--.('ssioii."

".Mil" said Cerizet. with a sidrlon^r iri;,,,,.,. ;,i i-, Prvrade,
"you have oliliiritiir friend- who liojd —well, it ha- nothing'

to do with nic : ca. h umi-i inauaL''' f'T him-e!f; what wa:- it

that vou partiiiil.iilv wished to <cc mo ahout r"

"I wished.' ivpli.'d the sainted one. '-to implore vou, jimn-

sieiii'. to heir nion-ieiif the clerk to -pe.-ii. for us to the justice

of the peaee; the viiar of St. .Iae(|Ue,- will L'ive li- a trood

recoiiiinoinlalion. || j- hard that the [ r ma!:." -he .added.

weepmi:. ".-hoiild be toruicutcJ .so. They will be the death of
hiui."

-, 'i ^ $
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*I may as well tell you," said C.'rizt't, "that th
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not favorahly (li.-jxiscd to you. You saw the otlitT il

justiro is

<lid not wish to i-cccivc vou. .\s t

1 1 1 V >( If, w

ly tliat

o monsieur the clerk and
e can ('<> little tor vou: bcsid es, my f,'o(>(| lady, you

iiv too {•lo.«;e-mouthed."

"Monsieur asked me if 1 had g <nio small safin^s investod.
I .ariiiot trlj him that I liave, when, on the contrary, everv-
:!i!ii^' lias <roiie into the liousi'keepin^r for this j)oor M.'Pi-i-cot,
'iioMi I am aeeii-i(| of havin;,' r-o-h-hed."

Madame Lamherl had he^nm to sob.

"it's my npii:ion,"" said ( erizel. "that you make voursolf
ul to he much poorer than yon are; if niy' friend la I'evrade,

'^ho seems to have your eonfideiice, was not hound l.v the
"I'ii.iratioiiv of his profession "

"!.' interrupted la I'eyrade, .piickly, "I know nothing of
n.idame's business. She called on me to draw up a memorial
!"r her that has nothing in common with justice or finance."
".\h: thar> it," >aid Cerizet, "she came about the petiticm

-n the day when Dutocj met her—the dav, vou know, after
'lie famous dinner at the Hocher (!•> Panoale. wh -n you plaved
'•" i{oriian."

'I hen, as if he attached no .-ignificanc.i to this remini-cenee:
"Well, my worthy .Madame Lambert." said he. 'Til get

niv patron to speak to the justice, and if 1 get an oppor-
tunity I will >peak to him myself; but I give you warning that
!'• is not on \ .^nr side."

-Mine. Lambert made her exit with numerous (diiriesies and
nrotestations of gratitude.

When the devot.c had L^one ..ut, la i'eyrade said to ('erizet,
^"11 do not appear to believe that thi~ woman .-.ime to me

' drau up a jjetition. .XoiI.iiil' i- truer, however. Sh,. pa-,-e.^

'"' ' -11'" ill the .-treef when- sh,. Iiv.-: am! ihi^ old man.
'vliom ihev accuse her <>( nibl.ini:. aeeordinir to the a'^cnr.nts

• Inch have cnnie to me. sei - in h, r nothing but devotion, and
'h.'v have put il into tbr h. nd of ihe g,),,d woman to cl.iim a
M'.ntv'.n prize. ;iimI her title t<, ihi> rewanl i> what .-he wishes
iiie io prove and -et forih."

•}
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"(i(io(! I thf MnMtvdii prize," crifd ('(''rizi't. "Tliat is an
idfii, my dcjir Icllnu, iuid \vc wire uroii. not to ciiltivatt' it. I

espociiilly, the Iwiikcr oT tlic poor, a- you iirc the advocate of
tile pool'. .\> lo your ( iinit. ii i> roriiiii.tc I'or iicr tliat the
ri'lativc- of |":itliir I'icot arc not iiicmU-rs of the French
Academy, I'or tlicy would .-end licr to tlic police rourt to get

her j)n/.e ol' \iriue. liut to dime liack to our own atlairt;, I

tell you that after all your .>-!!' l'j.'n,Lr aliout you hail hrtlcr end
the iriatlir; and. like the Couiitr.--, 1 :idvi^e vou earnestly to

go and see ilu I*ort;i!l
""

"But what .-ort of a man is he?" a-ked la Pevrade.
"Just this: he is a little old man ;i:- clear as amher," replied

Oerizet. "and who, it seems to nic lias the devifs own credit,

(lo and see him. It costs nothin;.^ as they .-ay."

"Ves," .-aid la I'eyrade, ""I may po-silily go; hut, in the

raeanwiiile, 1 wi-h you would (ind out something about this

Countess dc (iodollo."

"What IS this Countess to your In this matter she is btit a

supernumerary."

"Well, I have my reasons," said the advocate. "In two or
three day- you ought to know what to think about her, and I

will call upon you again then."

"My brave frljow." said t'erizet. "it seems to me vou are
amusing ymnM If with inllrs ;it the threshold. IVrhaps you
are seriously in lo\f with this go-between?"

"The pestilent fellow," thought the advocate, "he .scents

everything. There is no way of hiding anything from him.

—

\o." rrplird la l'r\raili' ;iloud. "1 am n^i in love; un the

contrary, I am prudent. I confess I am not over an.xious to

maffy tin- mad woman, and iiefore tinharkin:;- •^\' tin- ad-

vetituro, I ui-h to havi' .-onu' njia of where 1 am putting my
foot. The tortuous way in which they are proceeding i- not

altogether reas.-uring ti> me; and since they arc using so manv
agents it may be advi>aiih' for me to otfset one by the other.

N'ow do not go to playiniT tricks with me. but give me all the

information about this Counte-s de (iodollo vou can come at,

and as deliiiite as ih'' de.-criptions in a passport,—round chin,
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\a! face,—wliat is calietl .» saddle t.. tit any horn-. T f.*n'-

warii you that I am iti a position to v.rifv voiir re|>ort ; and
:f I find you ari' fnaying inr •'lise, I uili Im-ak off at oni:!e

u itli y<iiir du I'ortail."

"i'lay triek- with you, iin-'-~ci<rii<iir."' repi rd Ci'^izfi in the
;on,. and accent ot' l>.-d,.n. -^ I.cnia in', "uho would tht'n dare
'" provoke you ?"

As fie pronoiuuci tin.- phrase n a haiucnii^' manner. Du-
toc<| aj)peared. accoiiipaitjfd hy iu> sub-. Icrk. He had f)een
n lejjaf husine.-s in the kity.

"Ilaflol" >ai(i he. se^-riLr ia I'rvrade ami ('/rizet toffother,
•see the reconstituted tririilv ; tnit the ohject of tlie alliance,

I he f/wM.s fwili'ris. is ^'oiic do«-n -h.' str.Miii. What have vou
don.', my dear ia IVyrade, to riiat good Brigitte? She fiates
.\ou with a mortal iiat red."

"And Thnillier'"" asked tnc hurrister.

It was tfie scene in .Mi>liere reversed ; TartufTe asking for
news of Orgon.

"Thuillier in the t>oginning was not so hostile; hut it ap-
pears that the husines- of the seizure is not so had after all.

As he needs yon less lie swims the more in the wake of hia
-ister: and if he keeps on. no douht in a few dav-. if it is de-
cided that there is no cn>.' aizninsi him, you will he only fM for
lianging. in his opinion."

"1 am well out of that si-rajie." ^aid la Pevrade, "and when
1 pet caught again in such anotlu r festival—— F'arewidl, my
dears," lie added. "And you, Cerizet, in the matter of which
T have spoken to vou,

—

artivity, certaintv, di.-cretion."

When la P( vradc got into the courtvard. he wa^ accosted
hy Mme. Lamhert, who was awaiting' him.

'"Monsieur," said the devotee, with iiuctiori, "I hope \ou do
not douht that I (.une In my money fmni mv uncle m Eno^-
iand: and that nionsit'ur does not helieve the horrihle things
Monsieur Cerizet said hefore vou?"
"That's all very uell." said la I'evrade. -Imt you must un-

derstand that, with al! the stone.- rirculaied hv your master's
r latives, there is little chance of your getting the prize for
virtue."
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"If it lie tile will (,f (ioil iliiit I slnmlil nut ohtain it
"

"^Mii niii.-t M','. iiiM. liuw iiii|i(irtaiii it i< to keep the secret

to vour.-cjf ii> 1m tlir sii-\i(c I ivmlcnd yuu. On the first in-

(lisfTction the i-,i-h will ccrtjiinlv he n'tiiriicil."

'"Ill iiinii-ii'iir may ri-t casv alioiit that.'"

'"Well, ill. n. ranucll, my dear." saiil la rVyrade. in a

j)atrnniziii;,^ snicc.

As tiny Well' partm;.'. "Madame Lamiicrt I" eried a nasal

voice rriiiii a staina,-i' windnu. It \va> ('(rizct. who had sus-

jircicd a cullcMiiiy. and who had eotne to verify his suspicioits.

".Madame Landtert !'" he rrprated. "tlie elerk lias returned,

and if you w i-h to speak w illi hini
"

I.a I'eyraile had no means to jirevent thi.' interview, in

which he felt that the mhtcI of the loan woidd he in jrroat

• 'iii^nT <if !"in,u' diviiliTcd.

Dcciilcdly."' -aid he on j^oiii^' away, '"the 'vein' is not j^ood.

Ion"! know whc thi^ thiiiir will end."

P«rii,'ittc had >' -ii-oMLTan instinct of domination that it was
)t only withon- n- i hut with secret joy tiiat she saw the

de (lodollo. That woman she fdr

•criority over her, which while putting

Hverthcle<s made her fc(d ill at ease;

lih t was on <:ood terms, and under
!cM. Mis< 'rimillicr hreathed freely,

iiad ir ne like those kini:< who for a

Ml. Ml V capahle and necessary niin-

ti d' I ^teps in to remove tlio tyrant

ntlii' cs they 1 ive hail to endure.
c - in reirard to la I'cyrade. But

matter of eleLrance, while the

which they hail deserted al-

a few days a lerrihle want was

•ospectiise<. in the literary and
polit ical existence o| ihc _'('.id fri"ni!."

The mnnicipa! coiniciHor was snddeidv called upon to tu'e-

par.' an impoiiant r'port. He could not decline this task,

whieli hi- fame as a man of letters and a skilfnl writer- -thu

isappe,; -ance • M
exereiseil a eru- ui'

h'T hou-e in i,'o.

a (] when the\-

a plan>ililc and

Rrisritte felt u

loni: till 'lad 1 n

isters, \ ho '

>]•

who-.- se, vi( 1 .'id f

Timillier -1111.

Madami d. .||o

advocate \\: fel

!no-t simuitai- ou-l

felt, to ll-e the w .

m
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nsiilt of (he puhlicjitinn of lii-: [)iiiii|i!ilft— liai) hrniiiiht hi

1 lH'for<' till' <l;in'nT')ii> liunor uliidi hnil ju,-t ht'cii li

m
;ni(

tilWCtJ ll[)()M 111 111 llV his CUllCil'MICS II t' llic inHIlcil-L'CIUTlll. llP

in •milled at his isolatidii ami iiis iiuanaiitv. Hut it was in

\:iiii that 111' >liut hiiiisclf ii[i in his st

.'. ith black colTcc, m
iKlv, trurtrcii hiiiistIf

lulcd his pens, and unite twenty times iin

|M|)er out to the exact fize uf that wiiieli he had seen hi i'ey-

r.ide use. "A Repnit tn the ( ientieiiirii. tlie Meiniiers of the

^1 iini.'i|ial Ciuiiicil uf !!!• f'ity nf I'ari-." phice in viiruetle a

-]>leiidid: •(iKNTi.KMiA.'" and tiieii rii.-li madly fnnii the room,

-'inphiining of the lerriide racket which had .-tupped his ideas,

lien some one had >liiit or npeiicd a cln-et diior. or moved
.1 ciiair. 'i'his did imt advance the imsinos, imr even he<.nn it.

Hut here Halmiirdin came to tin- rescue. He wished some

httle alterations in his rooms. This 'I'liuillier willin;,dy al-

lowed, and then spoke to his tenant of the report with which

he was- charLTcd. and i«ai(I he wouM lie happy to have his idea.s

on the suhject. Hahourdin, wlio was familiar with adminis-

irative (|Uestions. hastened t > tlimw mi ilic suhji'ct proposed

to him a great luimher of ayn and lucid icniarks. lie was one

of those men who are very inditl'ercnt to the intellectual ca-

pacity of their auilitors. A fool or a wi>e man who would

listen to them was alike in st imulatinLT them to think aloud.

When lie hail ended, Rahourdin perceived \ery clearly that

'I'liuillier had not undcr-Iood him, Init he had li-teiied to him-

r'\( with pleasure. He was, moreover, Lrratefiil i'or the atten-

tion, ohtnse as it was. of his audi lor. and ;:raliiied at the rt.'adi-

iiess his landlord had >hown in granting his rcqiiot.

'"However," said he on lea\ing. "I ou^ht to have among
!iiy papers something relating to the suhject in wliii h you are

interested. 1 will look them up, and send iheni to you.""

In fact, that very evciiinir lie >cnt a \oluminou.- manu>ciipt

!o Thuillier. who spent the nieiii jn delving m tlii> precious

repertory of ideas, and who ended iiy extraciing from it Milli-

'i!e iiaiM'' e' I'll coii-ider-

•ad the

lent material to con>iitute a remarkal

ihl.' the awkward use he made of thi.s plai:iai'i.-i!

next day at the Council, the repcjrt achieveil a great suceej

21
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and Tlmillicr rcturncil lioinr niiliiuit ;it tlio rnn;:r!itulation;-> ho

had rcct'ivi'd. Krom this niniiiciit. uliich was a inih'storn \n

his life.— for even in advaiiccd a;ii' In' oltcii spoke of the rc-

{)ort which he liad the "honor to ]iir>cnt to the ('ouii('il-(Jt'ii-

eral of tlio Scitio."—-la I'cyrailc fell conyideralily in his esti-

mation. He felt that lie eoiild do very well without the Prn-

veneal : and to this feelinir of enianci|iation was added another

occasion of happiness which came to him at almost the same
moment.

A jiarliamentary cri-is was impenilinL'; advantapo was taken

of this hy the ministry to relax the slrin;rent laws against the

press and to exti'iul clemency to political suspects, with the

idea of disarininjr opposition. Thuillier. who was included in

this hypocritical amnesty, received one tnorning a letter from
tile advocate whom lie Inid employed in place of la I'evrade.

Thi.s letter informed liini that the ('hamher of the Council had

dismissed the complaint, and ordered the sie<.'e to be raised.

Then I)utoc(|"s proplieev was realized. With this weiL'ht,

removed from his hreast. 'riinillier insolently swaggered over

the di-missal of the ca<e. and, with Hriiritte chanting in <!iorus,

spoke of la Peyrade a- an intriguing scamp whom he had fed,

who had extracti'd cMii-iderahle sums from him. and who had
behaved with the worst ingratilnde. and that he was very glad
that he no longer niimhered him among his acrpiaintances.

Orgon was in fidl revolt, and. like Doririe, was aluiost ready
to cry

:

'A piuijier who came without weariiij: slioe.s,

In oM, (ira'^'L.'leil clotluH that no l>i"_'tJ:ar would I'hoose.

Cerizet, to uhoin all tiioe indignities wiTe related hv Du-
tocq, would not have failed to report them all warm to la

Peyrade ; hut llie interview in wliicli the clerk wa- to furnish

the information in relation to .Madame de (iododo, did not

take place at the time appointe«I. l,a Peyrade had solved the

problem himself.

Constantly jnirsued by thought.^ of llie handsume Hunga-
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MM iiiid not wiiitirif.' to know what fV-rizct could loam, he
nil red Paris in ivcrv direction. IIo might have been taken
>r the most inditr.Ti'nt of strollcrn. He was tr) bo seen in

t crf>W(le(| places; his h<'art over telling him that soonerfir tnns

!• later he would I'Mcouriter the object of his ardent search.

One e.-ening, it was about the middle of October, the fall,

- often happens in Paris, was magnificent, and out-doors
^;i- as busllinp as at midsummer. On the Houlevard des
ii.ilieiis, onie known a- the Houltvanl dc (laixl. as he wan-
f'Ti'd past the long line of chairs in front <d" the Cafe de Paris,
^Ih re, in the midst of some womi'u of tin- Chaussee dWutin,
iKompanied by their hii-baiids and cliildnn. niav l)e .«een in

vcning an espaliiT of beautiful night flowers waitii ig onl
lie gloved hand to pluck them, la Peyrade was istriick to the
leart; in the distance he fancied he saw his adored counte.ss.

She was alone, in a splendid toilette which seemed rather
)nt of place, taken in connection with her isolation; bef
her, mounted

ore

.hich shtted on a cnair. 1 risked a white lajj-dog winch she
aressed with her hands, .\fter assuring him>elf that he was

'lot mistaken la Peyrade was al)out to dart upon that so celes-

nal vision, when he was forestalled by a lian of tjie most distin-

guished type; without throwing asiile his cigar, without even
putting his hand to his hat, this haiuNonie young man entered
:iito conversation with his ideal. When she saw the Provenc^'al,

pale and disposed to addros her, the .siren doubtless bccanu!
alarmed, for she rose and took the arm of the num who was
talking to her.

"Is your carriage here, fimile?'" said she. "This is the even-
ing for the closing (.f the .Mal.illc. I should like to go."
As thrown in the teeth of the uiiliappy barrister, the name

"f this disreputable place insteail of (au^i^g a wound was a
real charily, for it saved him from a silly adimi. tliat of ad-
dressing on the arm of her cavalier the unwurtliv creature
.f whom a few moments earlier be had thought of with a treas-

ure of tenderness.

"She is not worthy an insult." he said to himsi^lf.

But as lovers are a people not easily driven to raise a siege
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whi'n tlicv liiivi' III u'lin it. ilic I'mvcm al WM-i not as yet cnn-

viric-cd that li.' liad •^>\ to tlio lidtt^iii <>f tlir alTair. Not far

away sat annlhn- udtn.ni inar thi' place wIuticc the lliinfra-

rian had <xi<n<'; hut tiiis one. ri|H in years. fcatliiTs on her

lioniii't. ^Iiowi 'I hciicalii the fold- n\' a coiiinMl -liawl the -ad

relics of di'partid splendor. Her a>i)e(t was not imposin;.',

nor one that would eoniinand re.-jM-et ; it was the fontrary.

Tia Teyrade seat'cl himself niar anil adilres.-ed her without

rereniony

:

"Do yon know, inailanie." he asked, "the wonian who just

went au.iv leaniiiir on the ann of a ^.'cntlennin r"

"f'ertaitily. monsieur. I know nearly all the Indies who come
here."

"And hi'i- name is?"

"Madauii' Koniorn."

"Is she as inipre^niahle as the fortress hy that name?"
It will he rememhrnd that at the time of the insurrection

in lliinL'ary. nuriars wei eontinnally dinned hv the novelists

and the joiiriials with t' famous citadel of Komor?i ; and la

I'eyrade knew that an inijiiiry carrieil on with an apparent

indiirer( '.:•;• and li\iiy i- always mo'., apt to <jive result-'

"Does nion-ieiir have an i h a of niakinu' her aeipiaintanco?"

"I don't know." .-aid tiie I'l (ii'al. "hut she is a woman
who makes jMdple think of her."

"And who is a \ery dan.Lrernu^ woman, monsieur," replied

the n: itron, "a dreadful spiTidlhrift, hut one who makes little

return for what may hf done for her. I am ahle to speak

knowingly as to that ; v.hen she arrived here from Berlin, si.\

months ajio, she was warmly introdueed to me."

".Ml I" exclaimed la Peyrade.

"Yes. I hail at that time, in the neij:hl)orhood of the Ville

dWvray—a pretty little place with a pai'k. jriuiie preserves,

and fishin;r >l reams—and Iteint: dull there and all alone, and

not lia\intr the fort\ine necessary to lead a iienteel life, a nuni-

her of iTiMitlemeii and ladws su<,'::este<l that I should or^'anize

parties on the line of picnics. 'Madame Louchard,' said

thev
"
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"Miidaiiu" l.diidianl I" rf|nal'Ml la I'ryradi'. "Arc von flicii

111}- rciatiuii to Moii>H'iir LoiiclianI of llif coMiMKrcial pnlKr?"
"His wife, iiioiiMciir. !)iil with a I.-^mI -. |i,ii,,|ic,ii. lie's a

It'ipir of a man uIk. uaiil- me to ;:,, l,ai k |o hnn ; hut I,

llioii^'li \\illiii;r to loi-ur iiiu,-( thin->, I .an't i^Iaiul a lack of
n -j»cct. Wiiv, uiic (lav lie rai-cd Ins hand to strike inc

"

'•In fact," said la I'.yradc, intirruptii :,' Imt to call np llic

-iil>j''cl a.LMiii. -yai arran',n'(| these pi, m.^ and .Madame dc
(iod(i— I mean .Madame Koinorn :"

"Was om- of the lirM in my Ii..me. SI,,' there mad,' the ac-

'lUaintancc >>( an liaiiaii, ;; \eiy line man. a |M,!iti,ai rcfii;,'cc

"f hi;,di rank. \uu can (iniie iinderslami tlial it diil not snit
ir.y purpose that iiilrii:ues should he carried on m ua house;
.Mill liic man via so much in lo\e. and > iinhapp\ incatise he
iiiiildn't get Madame Koiiiorn to eaiv I'.-r liini. thai it ended
in my bein^' iiit( re-tid in tlii> |,,\e airair. which ua- a mine
I'lr this madanie, f.ir she managed t,> ^r,.i Ii,,ip.- i.f moncv out of
lliat Italian. Well, uoiihl y^ii credit it? heing jii.st then in
need of a little help, when I a-k^ ,1 li,r to advance me a little

ca.'h, she aii.-,dutely refused and I. fi my hoii-e. t.ikiii;: alon-;
with her her lover, who. houi'vir. I .is no re.i^nn to iioa-t of
his accpiaintaneo with her."

"What happenc.l to iuin, then?" asked hi Pevrade.
"It happened to him that tlii- .-erpeiil knows\'Ver\ Miiro-

pi'an hinguap— .-he is smart to In r lii-i'r ends, hut more in-

trifruinjr than smart—si>. a- it scmed. I.einj,' cmploved hv the
I»olice in .-ome (•ai)aeity, -lie turned ovir t,. the j,'overnmt'nt a
lot of eorropondeneo which t'.e Italian had itiadvertenllv left

around, so he was expelled fr..iii France."

"And after the departure of the Italian, this Madam*' Ko-
inorn ?''

"Had ii numher of a'lvcntiin- ainl hroke up some fine
fortunes; hut 1 llnm-ht sli,' ha.l left Paris. F,.r tw.. monllH
past <ho has not iiceii seen. I iMli.'ved she ha,l totallv di-,ip-

|"'ared. hnt the other day she turned up ai^ain niorv hrilliant
'han ever. .My advice to nion>ieur would he to leave her
alone; but monsieur is a Southerner, h,' has the ]ias<ion of the
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Soutlierncrs, pcrliaps what I liavo said may only servo to heaf

hi^ iinagiiialioii : however, as lie is forewarned, he may run no

great danger. Vou honor your saint in proportion as you

know him. lUii .-h."s a vny faxinating creature—oh ! very

fascinating. She was very loud of me; and although we

parted bacffriend^ she eanie \\\> to uie just now, and askeil in,\

address and said tluit she wouhl call upon me sometime."

'•Well, madame. I'll thiid< ahout it." said la Peyrade, rism--

and making a liow to his inform. int.

It was a cold salutation, and \u. al)rui.t departure indicated

ihat the man was iiol .sfriuiis in his alteiilions.

Seeing the advocate purMie hi- iiiquiries with an apparent

gavetv. one wouhl have thought that lie was suddenly cured

of" his passion. Kui the aU'e.-ir,! indill'erence and coolnes>

were only on the surface.- hut llie unusual calm which an

nounces the approach of a It-miie.-t.

In parting from Madame Louehard. la Peyrade_ threw

himself into a puhlic carriage: and there a deluge of tears,

similar to that witness..! l)y :\la.lame Ccdleville on the day

when he thought he had hecn d.-fealed by I'erizet in the matter

of purchasing the hou>e for Thuillier, was the first explosion

of his grief.

The investment of the Thuilliers, prepared with such care

by la I'evrade. at tlu' price of such sacrilice of pride, rendered

entirelv useless -. Flavie. so well avnged for the odious farce

he had"^i)laved with her: his alfairs in a worse condition than

-.vhe!\ Cerizet and Dutoci had shut him up. a ravenous wolf,

in a sheejjfold from which he had been driven like a silly

sheep; his hateful projects again>t the w.mian who had out-

witted him in spite of his cunning, and the still vivid memory

of the seductions to whidi he had succumbed.—these were the

thoughts and emotions of the nigiit. which he passed either

sleepless or excited by painful dreams.

The next day la IVyrade was unconscious, lie was a prey

to a violent fever, aiul the symptoms became so alarming

that the phvsician who had Imvu called in took every precau-

tion a<:ainst a threatened congestion. Hut it must be said
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ho arose cured, montally a.- woU a.; i)hysically ; ho retained no

. ilicr ser, iiont than cold contempt for the treacherous Hun-

garian, .. sentiment that did not even rise to a desire for

\i'n<?eance.

Once more on his feet, and ponderinp in rejxard to his future,

iie asked himself whether he should atteiniU a reconciliation

uith the Thuillicrs, or whether he should fall hack upon the

( razy pirl who had riches where the others had brains. But

I'verything which recalled his disastrous caiii|>ai<rn was in-

vincibly repugnant to him ; and. moreover, what security had

he with this du Fortail, wlio made use of such disreputable

instruments to carry out his plans? Creat commotions of the

siiui are like storms that purify the atmosphere; they bring

-rood counsel and generous resolve. La Pcyrade, in conse-

.]ucnce of the cruel humiliations which he had suffered,

.iided by subjecting himself to a rigorous sr!f-e\amination.

He asked himself what he had gained by the ba.se and in-

triguing life which he had led for more tiuin a year. Could

he not make a better and nobler use of the eminent faculties

with which he felt himself endowed? The bar was open to

him as to others ; and it was a straight and broad rf)ad which

might lead to all the gratifications of a legitimate ambition.

Like Figaro, who showed more science and ability in order to

live, than statesmen had shown in a thousand years in the gov-

trnment of Spain, he, in order to estal.li^h himself in the

Thuillier household, to marry the daughter of a clarionet-

player and a flirt, had expended more art, more wit, more dis-

i„,nesty—it must be said, for in a corrupt society it is an ele-

ment to be taken into account—than would have made him

successful in an honorable career.

"Enough," said he. "of such acquaintances as Dutocq

and Cerizet; enough of the nauseating atmosphere breathed

hy the Minards, T'hcUions, Collevilles. Barniols, and Lau-

.ligeois. Living in Paris.'" added he. "TU shake off this nro-

\iT:cial life, a thousand times more ridiculous and paltrv than

;he provincialism of the country; that with all its narrowness

has its individuality and customs, a siii gcnrris dignity; it
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is frankly wliat it piorr>.-c> to h,.. the imiipodcs of tlir Pm-

risian; this otiur is Imt a jiarody."

With this .l.tcniiinalion la I'cvrailc failc'd ui.on two oi

three atlonirys who liad o!T.t. •.! to iiit PMhuv him to th.

courts h^ .uiviii.ir iiiin a tVw iniiior caM'- to iilca(h lie acceptei

at once th(we whicii w.mv -iv 'ii. and ihivr week- after hi:

niptnre witli the Thuillicrs lie was no imiirrr the advocate o

the jioor. hut a reco,i:ni/ed pleader.

He liad hecoine c.niparal i vel v Micce->ful when one niornin;

he received a letter—whicli di-tnri)ed liini very niueli— froii

ihe ])reMdent <if the a~^>ueiat inn nf harri-ti'r<. a-kinir limi t

call npoii liiiii. a^ lie h.-id MUiiewhal of iniportaiiee to <peak ol

At once ka I'evrade thou-hl of ihe Maikdeine house transa(tio

—this inu.~t have come to the knnwh'dLre of the Hoard of l)i-

cij)line. whose severity was well known to liim. It mi.irht I

that du I'ortail. whom lie had not called u].oiu notwithstam

ini: his conditii'Tial promise Lnven to Ceri/.et. had hecn tol

the whole storv hy Ceri/.et himself. It was plain that th

man would i^to]) at nothin.i:. as witnes- his emi)loyment (

the llnnsxarian. In his ea-erness to marry him to the era?

rrlv], had this maniac denounee<l him? Seeinjj; him hravel.

ami with api)arent sueeess, enterin.u- upon a career w .lieli miiil

lead to fortune and independence, had his iM^rseculor takt'U

u]M)n himself to render this career impossihle? The harristi

remained in cruel su-pen-e until the hour when he mi>:hl leai

the truth. While he ruminati-d over his hreakfast. Mm
Cotlinet. who had the honor of heinir his housekeeper, enten

to pav that a Moiwieur Ktienne Lou-teau wished lo ,-ee him.

"fiticnne l.ousti'au:'" la Teyrade t!ioii,<:ht he had heard th

name liefore.

''Show him into my olHee." said he to the jiortii^-;.

A moment later he' met his visitor, whom he seemed to ha

a faint recollection of haviiiL: -ei'ii hefore.

''Monsieur." said la Tevrade's iria-t. "I h.a<l the honor

once l.ivakfa^timr with von at M. A'cfonr'n
;

I was invit

t,^ that meetin'i-. which was afterward somewhat trouhled.

Monsieur 'riiuillier. vour friend."
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"Ah' very go'-.l," siul tht' barri>t'.T. pushitij: a iliair

tnwanl him,' '•you ari' altachttl to the >tatV of suik' mnvs-

••K(litor-in-(liief of tlic -fiflio dc la liitHro"; it is on that

matter I wisii tu sjiuak to you. ^'ou l<iiu\v what has hap-

in 'lu'd y
"Xo," said hi Pfyradf.

"What, are yon ij^'iiorant that tho ministry met a fri^'htful

ivvtrsc yesterday? lint instead of r<'si;.qiin;; as one would ha\e

I xpeeted, thev are .L'-oin;: to throw themselves npon tlie i-oun-

irv ; so the Chamlier i- di -solved.

'•I did not know that ; I've not read the morning paper.s."

"All aspirants for a nomination as deputy are now in the

iMd." eontinne<l r.on>teau; "1 believe that Mon>ieur Thuillier

tiii'iids to olfer himself for the twelfth arrondissement.*'

"I helieve he will take that step."

"Well. 1 am willin<:. mun>ieur. to ])laee at liis disposal an

orjraii of whieh I think you will not fail to estimate tin- value.

The fiehi) de la Bievre." a trade paper, ean have a deeisivo

iiilhienee in that quarter on the election."

"And is vour journal serion>ly disposed," asked the har-

fi.-ter. "'to sup])ort Thuillier's eandidature?"

"Better than that." I'eplied Lousteau. 'M am here to pro-

pose to Monsieur Thuillier that he purchase the organ ;
should

lie become the owner he could use it a- he wished.

"But in the first place," answered la I'eyrade, "what is

tlie present condition of the enterjirise)' lieing a trade

juirnal, as you just called it, I have set n it but seldom; it

would be unknown to me iml f')r the remarkable article you

\M re so kind as to devote to Thuillier's defence when the

pamphlet was seized."

L(msteau bowed bis tlianks, and rejtlied:

"The po>ition of the pajier is excellent; we can sell on

easy terms, for we are abont gi\ing up it- ])ubl;eation."

"That is strange with a pro^-jierous journal,'' said the bar-

n-ter.

"Nothing more natural, on the contrary," .vplied Lousteau;

I't-
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"the foun(lor^, who are all prominent ri'prcsentatives of the

leather bu.-iiicss. had ^•t;tal)li^lH'(l this JDurnal fur ;i specitic

purpose, 'i'licir ohjcct has Uvii aeeoiiiplislied. The 'ficho

de la Bii'vrc' has become an elTect without a cause. In such

a case the best thing for stockholders who do not wish to be

troubled with piMly details of business, and who are not run-

ning after trilling prolits, i? to li(piidate.''

"But," .Slid la l'c}rade, "docs the journal pay its expenses?"

'•We have never concerned ourselves about that," replied

Lousteau. "We have never sought to get subscribers. The

object in establishing the journal was to exert a direct

iniluenee over the department of commerce to obtain an in-

crease of the duties on foreign leather. You understand

that outside of the tanners' circle that interest would not at-

tract many readers."

"I should have thought, however," said la Peyrade, in-

sistinglv, "that a journal, even limited in its action, would be

a lever that depended for its force on the number of its sub-

scribers."'

"Not for such as have a definite aim," replied Lousteau,

dogmatically. "In such a case subscribers are an embarrass-

ment, for you have to cater to and amuse them ; and, during

this time, the real object of th(> undertaking must be neg-

lected. A paper which has hut a circumscribed orbit should

be like the stroke of that pendulum which, always striking

steadily on one spot, fires at the right moment the cannon at

the Palais-Royal."

'Well, what price do you put upon this publication, which

has few or no suliscribers, which does not even pay its ex-

penses, and which lias been devoted to an utterly dilTerent pur-

pose from that to which it would hereafter he applied?"

"Before an. wering. I beg to ask you another question:

Have you any intention of buying?"

"That depends upon circumstances," said the barrister; "1

should naturally have to first present the matter to Thuillier

who, 1 may remark, knows absolutely less than nothing of i

iiewspaper and its workings. In his somewhat bourgeoii
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ideas, property in a newspaper would ho a ruinous investment

;

and if aside from an idoa so entirely novel to him. and which

would startle him at tirst, you should ask a formidable price,

ii would he useless to hroaoh the subject. In my opinion he

would have nothing' to do with it."

"No," replied Lousteau, "i told you we should he reason-

;!ble; these gentlemen have given me a free hand; only I

• ish to remark that we have already had several jjfopositions,

,iiid in giving Monsieur Thuillier the preference we consider

that we are doing him an especial favor. When may I hope

for your reply?"

"To-morrow, most likely," answered la Peyrade, bowing

out his visitor.

"Shall I have the honor of seeing you at your home, or at

the otfiee of the journal?"

"No," said Lousteau, rising, "1 will call here at the same

hour to-morrow if it is convenient to you."

"Perfectly." said la Peyrade, conducting his visitor to the

door, and believing that he recognized in him more self-

sulKciency than ability.

By the manner in which the Provencal had received the

proposition to become the intermediary with Thuillier, the

reader will see that a sudden change had taken place in his

ideas. Even if he had not received that discpiieting note from

the president of the order of advocates, the new path opened

to Thuillier by the maturing of his parliamentary ambitioa

would have given occasion for thought. Evidently his

"good friend"' would have to come back to him ; Thuillier's

eager desire to be elected would bind him to him ( la Peyrade)

hand and foot. Was not this the right moment, guarding

himself with all the precautions learned from past expe-

rience, to renew the affair of his marriage with ('eleste? Far

from being an obstacle to any of the good resolutions in-

spired by his baffled love and his brain fever, this denuument,

on the contrary, would be a guaranty of perseverance and

j^uccess. Moreover, if he should receive, as he dreaded, one of

these censures which would ruin his future at the bar, it was
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tile Tlinilliors. thf fins who ].n)litr(l by tin' ransc of hi- fiill,

that his instinct (lainn'l should all'ord him an a.-ylum.

Thini<in;r tiius. hi I'l'vradi' wviit to fw the pPL'r-i.lont ot' tho

harrislors' a.—ociation.

It was just a.> 1h' iiad <.^l('^;.^(Hl : in a clear and very oirc-um-

stantial n|")i't the matter of the hiiyin;: of the li()ii>i' had

boon hiid iiefoiv thi' notnv of lii> ]uvr.-: the hinliest dij,nii-

tarv of the order a(hiiitted thai an ano:iymons eommiinieation

must always he reu'arded with distrust, and that he was ready

to hear anv explanaiious he ini;,dit wi-li to make. La I'eyrado

dare not "intreneh hiniM'lf in an ahsolute denial; the hand

whieh had delivercl the !do\v. as lie thou.izht. was far too deter-

Tiiined and adroit not to hold the proid' as well. But while

admi'tiiiL' *'" facts in eeneral. he endeavored to <:ivf thoin a

favorahle aspect. lie .-aw that he had not succeeded, when the

])resident said

:

".\s soon as the next vacation is ended 1 shall send a ro-

jiort to the Council of our order of the char<res made and t'le

explanations you have ^iven. The Council only can pro-

nounce oil a matter of sucli imiiorlaiice."

'i'luis dismissed, la i'eyrade felt that his future at ihi' bar

was imperiled: but at least he had a respite, and in (ase of

condemnation, an asyluni where to lay his head. He put on

his '^oww, which he still had the ri-lit to wear, and went to

the lifth court, where he ha<l to ])lead a case. As he left

tlie court, carrying a bundle id' jiapers tied up with a strip

of cotion wehhinj:. and carried hy the forearm beiiii: pressed

apiinst the chest, la I'eyrade ])aced the Salle des J'as i'erdues.

with that worrie(l look which (li-ti;ii:uishes the overworked

l)arrister. .\s he walked, wifiiiiL' his face with his handker-

chief—whether he had really hecome heated bv hi- pleading',

or whether he wi>heil to appear driiipinu' wiih per-piration,

in order to show that his rohe was not. like iliat t-f many ol

his collea-ucs. a mere dre-^-parade uniform, but a campaii.n

^„jt— 1„. perceived in tla- di-laiice Thuillier, who had jusi

cauLdit siuht of him in the great hall, and was making his

wav towartl> him.

'T'fim-'
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Il(M\'as not >iii'|iii-( il ;i; niirt m.i,' linii. On Iciivinjx li'nnc tic

iiilil i?lfitrillc(l Mini. ( (illiiU't lil;ll lie U.l~ L^'iilli,' In the i'al:ii>,

:'i(i -lldllld Im' ihri-c Ulllil llil(i u"i|(irk, ,ll|il >\\r llll^'lll >fll(l

\ |ii'i'-un there \\lii> e.iiiie li> ;i>k I'm' liiin.

Not wishini,' to iiiaki- hi- ,i;reeiiii- liy 'I'huillier a too ea«y

riitler, he luriie.l ahni|ill\ a> il' he lia'l -uiMiMily reiiu'iii-

'reil -oiiieihiii.u and tnnk hi> \\a\ In niie nf ihi' lieii.hes with

Aliieh the lar;:e alUe-ehainher of jll.-llce \va- jH'o'.ided.

There he -eateil liiiiix'lf, tonk a (loc'iiiiu'iit I'l-oin liis liimdlf,

and l)urK'd hiiii.-elf in it up In his ear.-, with the air of one

ill!) Iiad not liad liiiic to e\aiiiine in the i|iiict of his

: :liee the siilijccl whieh his facilily of >|ieeeli and (|ni('kncss

nf fonccptioii would ]ii'nnil hiiii to [dead oll'hand. In this

' e\aniiiiatinr. of diKiUMeiiis in puldie t'.i'iv Mnj;ht aL<o he

'1 ((("^nizt'd till' altitude of a |irc(i.-t' and eonseieiitious adv(»-

> ate, ulio \vi>hed tn refre,-li hi> lucinorv, and take a final ia-

-[Hctioii of liis lialleries l)efore ^oinj^^ into l)attk,'.

Dnrinif thi> time he watclied Tliuillier out of tlie corner

• { his eye; the hitter, thinkinj^^ hi IVyrade was in^Mged on

N.nic serious matter. dnul)te(l whetlier lo addros him. After

xmio backinjxs and fillin^>- the municijial coiineilor made up

III- niiiiil, and sailed strai^dil liefore the wind, headin;,' fm- the

.-|int foi wliich during: the pa>t fifteen minutes he had lieen

steeriiijx.

"IlaUoI Theodose," he exclaimed. "Then you oft' u come

in the Palais now 'f"

'"Well, to me it seems tliat barristers in the I'alais aro like

Turks in ( '(Uistantinople, where ;i friend of mine f,'ravely

,:>sures nie that they abound, il is 1 tliat slioidtl be astonished

at seeing' you here.""

"Not at all,"" replied Tliuillier, carelessly; "I'm here

;iliout that cursed pamphlet. Is there I'ver any end to your

iiistice? 1 wa- sumnioiied here a.irain this imu'iiinj:, but I

n.iiTt rejrret it. as I have had the pleasure of meetinj^ you."

'•The pleasure is mutual, ""
said la I'eyrade. "1 am de-

' edited to .see you. but 1 mu>t leave you. 1 have au uppoint-

I i','iit. You, too, must go into court."'
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"I've Ix'cii tlicvc."

"Have yoii Imcii talkini: with your ttittor enomy, Olivier

Viiict ? aski'd la I'cyradf.

"Xo," ^al(l 'i'lmillifr: and ho naiiifd another jiuljio.

'"I'irtis! tliat's iHiccr." said tlif liarrist'T. "Tliiri young

man seems to he iihi(niitous. He's lieen in eourt sinee morn-

in.ir; he has just given a decision in a ease 1 was pleading a

inoinei'.t ap).""

Thnillier eolored, and making the best of his blunder:

"Jhiiiic! ' said lie. "I eunnot tell one of you gentlemen of

the rohe from the other."

La I'eyrade shrugged his shoulders, and said to himself

aloud

:

"Always the same man ! Cunning, wriggling, never going

straightforward."

"(Jf whom do you speak?" asked Thuillier, rather non-

plussed.

"Why. of you, my dear boy ; do you take me for an idiot ?

As if l" and everybody else did not know that your pamphlet

affair broke down two weeks ago. Why then should you be

summoned to eourt?"

"Well, it was something about fees—it's all Greek to me,"

said Thuillier.

"And they ehose the precise day on which the 'Moniteur,'

announcing the resignation of the ministry, made you a

candidate in the twelfth arrondissement, eh?"

"And why not?" answered Thuillier, "what connection has

paying my fees to do with my candidacy?"

"I'll tell you the connection," said la Peyrade, drily. "The

court is essentially amiable and complaisant. 'Tiens.' it said

to itself, 'here is the good Thuillier a candidate for the lower

ClKuiiber; how hampered he is with the attitude his ex-friend

la Peyrade has assumed ; he wishes now that he hadn't quar-

reled "with him; he aust be relieved from this embarrassment:

let him be summoned for the fees he doesn't owe; that will

bring him to the Palais where la Peyrade comes daily, thus

be can meet him by elianee, and avoid taking a step which

would wound his 6eif-respect.'

"
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"Well, that's just whore you arc wrong," n'pliod Tliuillitr,

lin'uking the ice; "I used .-o little eunniiig, as you lall it, as

to go to your house, and your porter told me you were

hero."

"Ah I that's hetter,'' said la IVyrade. "I can get along

with folk who play straight. Have you eonie to talk about

vour election ? I've alreadv begun to work on it."

"Truly?" said Thuillier. "How?"
"Here," said la Peyradc, feeling under his robe for a

pocket and bringing forth a paper, "read this; it's what I

scribbled while the barrister on the other side was arguing.

Read. You will see."

The paper read thus

:

Estimate Fon a papek, quarto size, at thirty francs a
YEAR.

Calculating the edition at five thousand, the costs per month
are:

Francs.

Paper, five reama at 12 fr 1860

Composition 2400

Printing 450

Editor 250

One Clerk 100

Managing oil i tor, alsj cashier 200

Delivery clerk 100

Folders 120

Office Imy 80

Wrappers and office expen.seg 150

Rent 100

License statup.s and postage 7500

Editing and Reporting 1800

Total per month 15,110

" " annum 181,320

"Do you want to start a paj)er?" asked Thuillier in dismay.

"I," said la Peyrade, "I want nothing at all; it is you

that ask to be made a deputy."
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•fmloiiliicilK. hill III |iii-liiii;: nil- iiiln lli'- Coiniiil. vnii pul

tlii> iiiiiliil iMii mill iii\ liiMil ; lull niii-ii|ir. iiiv ili^ir Iciliiu,

Din- liiiii(iriil .iinl ii::lil s -'tiic tli'iii-.iinl ihivr liiiiiilnil and

lucntv fraiii - t" pi. ink linun. II. im I I'miiiiiic lar::c riimii:!!

to meet tlic ilriiiaiiii
;"

••')i'.-." .-,11(1 la !'r\raiic, "vnii can very «a-ily -lain! this

f\|»rii-r •, ( iiii-nlrriii;:' 1 1
U' end MMi lia\i- III \ II \\. 1 1 I.- I hi! a I aP

cMirhiUinl. Ill Mii.tilanil lli>'\ inaij' I'lr urralrr .-••iriilii c lu ;:cl a

M'iit in I'arlianirnl. i'.iil ai ilu' -anif iniM- |)li';i-r nli-iTvc llial

all llic iiiiii- in llii.~ |ipiJMi aiv ~t i mtv Iiii:Ii ; many of tlinii

can lif iriliuid. Vnii ildii't mill a iiiaii.iurr- yiu an'

an nlil .•irr.iiiiitaiit. i am an oM jMiii'iiali-t. ur c.in ucll

inana;:"' llial mil ur iniiln'l I'lk-.n: yniir uid i-'kuii, .-lill

Vacanl. in iIh' l.'iif Saiiil-I )iiiiiini'|iic umild iiiakr ,i liiir ullici'."

"'I'lial,'" >aid 'riiinllH r. ••\vi.iild .-.i\f lun lliniisind t'uur

Imndrcd i'l'aiirs a '.car.'"

"That is -iinii'lliini:- i" lii'Lrin with, hut ymir rrror i-nii-

HJsts in I'-tiiiiatiiiL: il;<' iximiim' t'nr a yi.ir. Whni aiv thr

cit'i'tioiis take place ':"

"In two niiinili~.'" rc|ilii'il Thiiillicr.

"N'civ Will, the c\pc"-r I'lif l\\i> iinunlw wmild he thirty

lliDii.-and fiMiics. cMii il' ihc jiiiirnal had nut a sin^d.' >iiii-

j^erihcr."

"\'civ tnic.'" -aid 'riiiiillier. "llif c\pcn>c wuuld he luucli

lc>s than I ihniiulii al llf.-l ; lull due- a journal appear to you

in(li^pen^•.|hle;'

''So iiiueii .-() thai unless we have that power in our hands

I shall have nothiiiLT tu do with the election. Yon dn not

consider. ni\' pom- friend, llial in .u'oinu' to li\e airos> the

river von have lo-i. poliiically -pcakin.ir. iniiiien>e LM'oiind.

^'oii are no IntiLi-ir a n-ideiit of tlie (piarter; you could lie

killed hy one word— what the Kn;:li;-h call nhsridi i ism. This

makes a hard iximic i C il."

"I admit thai."" -,'id 'I'liuiltier. "hut in aiMition to the

inonev the papi !• need- a title, a inanaLier, and editors."

"We have the title alivadv. Von and I would he the

(ditor-. with -oine \oiiii<r men who can he found in Paris by

fijirj-iiiir ill.. ,rj-ijiind. ! !!;!\'.? a uian-iirer lu view.
"
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"The title WDiild '„r. ihrn:""

"Till' M( liii <lr ia \U>\ Ir.

'"Hill llicrc I- alffady n pn., r 1.. iriiiLT that iiaiiic."

'I'lial IS jii-i I 111' na-nii \', li\ I aiUi-i' \nii iu take liolil "f

ilic inatltT. !•'! '."II siipjiiiM' I wiiiiM lir I'muI cnuiiLrli t'> a.-k

\r,n \i, vtarl a !i;'\v |':i|ii'i? 'riic Mi Im iN la l'.if\r<' i- a

IreaMM'i' I'"!' .'. tiia'i .-Iniidini,' m the twi ll'ili aiTniniis-cinciit.

< »iil\ .-ay the u.ii'l ,i:;il I i.larc it in voiir liamls."

"Mnw?" a-k((l 'rimiiiirr.

" I'lirhli II
' hy ImyinL: il : it can In- liail t'"!' a -om.l'."

".Sfc llicri', imw." -aiil 'riiuillirr. in .1 ih-i i'nraL''i'il tont-,

"Vnll nt'MT loUllIrd ill tlli'C-n-I iif [Ml rclia-i '.

"ViMi lii'Mialc at irillis," -aid la I'cyrad'. uitii a -liMiir nf

his shipiildri - ; ••th'Tc arc other dilliciill ics to sulvc."

"OtluT dillli nitic- !" cchncd 'riinilii.f.

'Tdrhhii! do voii iinai,'inc." cxclaini' ' li TcyiMdc. 'Hliat

at'tcr all that has taken ]>lacc hiiwcii 11-. I shmild 1m. Idly

L'o in for voiir clcciion without kiiouiii;,' c\actly what 1 am
to ;^ct for niy -cr\ ic«'- r"

"lint." said 'rimillicr. stinicwhat a-tonish 'd, "I th(ni;:ht

I'ricndshiii uas a full c\c-liaii,L;c for -crvicc-.

"Ccrtainlv: hiit when the c\cliaii-c always coiisi>is in on(!

side frivinj.' all and the other side iiothin;^-. friendship is in-

clined to jirow stale. It asks for a rather more eiiuitahle

^ttleincnt.""

'"Mnt, rnv dear fellow, what then can I oll'er that yon have

not refused !'""

'•J refused heeausc the olfer was not frankly and heartily

made. he.^ides hciiiLT sea-oiled with Madeinoi-cllc r>riLritti''s

npecial hraiid of viiCLrar; aiiv -'If-re^pcctin:,' man would li.sse

plaved the same part that I did. \im cannot eive a ihihir

ami kce]» it, is an axiom in law, hut that is ))ivci-clv what you

did."

"I think von W(>n' nnreasonahle, hiit the atl'air can he re-

oponeil."

'•\'erv well." said la l'e\rade. "h t I have no di'sire to r
'.

upon tlie success (d' the election ov the caprices of .Mail'

-

22

:i
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moisolle Colosto. T insist iipon something Ptiious and pos-

itive,— ;,':ve and take, (^uick settlements make good friends."

"I thoroughly agree with yon." replied Thuillier; "and

T have always kept too good faith with you to fear any pre-

cautions you may wish to take. But what guaranties do you

want?"

"I ask that it shall he Celeste's hushand that manages

your election, and not Theodose de la Peyrade."

"Well, hurry as we might," r lid Thuillier, "as Brigitte

said, it would take fifteen days : and, just think, two weeks

wasted out of the eight we have before us."

"The banns can be published the day after to-morrow, for

the first time, in the mayor's oflice; in the interval of publica-

tions something may be done : then, though the banns is not a

step from whicli there is no retreat, it is at least a pledge

before the public and a stride in the right direction ; then your

notary can draw the contract immediately. In addition, if

vou buy the paper, as you will not wish to have an idle horse

in the stable, I shall not fear that you will play me false; for

without my assistance the weapon will be too heavy for you

to manage."

"But, after all, my dear fellow," objected Thuillier, "if

the cost should be too high?"

"It goes without saying that you will be the judge of the

terms of the sale. I have no more desire to buy a pig in a

poke than you have. To-morrow, if you authorize me,— I do

not say to conclude a trade, but that the transaction might

be agreeable to you,— I will discuss the business with the pro-

prietor, and you need not doubt but that I will take care of

your interests as if they were my own."

"Very well, my dear fellow," said Thuillier, "go ahead."

".And as soon as the journal is purchased, we will fix the

day for signing the contract."

"When you will,'" said Thuillier, "but you agree to use

all your influence on my behalf':'"

"As I would do if it were for myself, which, by-the-by, is

not altogether an hypothesis; for 1 have already received sug-
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gostions touching my own candidacy; and if I were vindic-

tive
"

"Certainly," said Thuillicr, with humility, "you would
make a better deputy than I. But you, it seems to rac, are

not of legal age."

"There is a much better reason than that—you are my
friend. I find you still the man that you were, and I will

keep my word with you. I prefer that it may be said of me
"He makes deputies, but will not be made one.' Now I must
leave you to keep my appointment ; come to my office to-mor-

•ow, I shall have news for you."

He who has once been a newspaper-man will ever be one:

this horoscope is as sure as that relating to drunkards.

Whoever has tasted of that feverish life, bustling yet com-
paratively idle and independent; whoever has exercised that

sovereignty which criticises intellect, art, genius, glory, virtue,

ausurdity, and even truth it.«elf; whoever has ascended the

tribune erected by his own hands, fulfilled for only one short

hour the functions of that censorship to which he is self-ap-

nointed,—that proxy of public opinion,—when he has been

..'legated to private life, regards himself as royalty exiled to

Cherbourg; the moment a chance offers he thrusts forth a

hand eager to again clutch the crown.

For the reason that la Peyrade had once been a journalist,

when Lousteau placed within his grasp tlie weapon known as

the "ficho de la Bievre," all his instincts as a newspaper-

man were revived, notwithstanding the inferior quality of the

blade. The paper had gone down; la Peyrade was sure iio

could revivify it. Even the proprietor had admitted that

the subscribers were scattering. Tie would exercise over

them a compelle {-itrarr powerful and irresistible. Under th(>

circumstances the affair was a godsend. The barrister,

threatened with being disbarred, had at once acquired a new
I'osition ; he could hold it as a detached fort, and compel his

•nemies to reckon with him. On the side of the Thuilliers,

the journal would make him a decidedly important person-

age. He would have a better opportunity of iniiuencing the



.!^i.-eCS?ll|J^.

840 tht: middle classes

I

C'lociioii ; iiiid iit tile sumo time Ly invL'Stin^' tlicir capitnl in nn

t'litorprisi! Avhicli ({mid not succeed without liim. lie wnuld

bind tliciu to him in sucli a iiiainicr that lie wouM have nothing,'

1') Tear i'mm their caprices <ir their iii;:ralilude.

Seized upon with avidiiy at tlie miunciil cd' ftticnne Loii-

t^teau's visit, tliis opening iiad dazzled tiie l'roven(:al. and we

liave si'i'ii the autocratic inaniier witli which Thuiliier had

Leon indjued \\ itli enlhu>iasiii I'or the discovery of tiiis philos-

0[iher's stone.

The cost of the purcha.-e was aijsohiteiy low; a hanl\-hill

f'ir five hundred franc-, t'ur wiiirh Hlieiine T>ousteau never

sati.-factorily accounted to the sliarcliolders, put Tiuiillier in

full ow!ii'i'.-hip of the title, properly, furniture, and y'ood-will

(T the pa]ier. wiijcli liny at once proceeded to reorganizo.

During the operation of ihis ri'geueration Cerizot one morn-

i!:g called )ipon du I'ortail, with whom more than over la Pey-

raili; was delermiueil to hold no coniinunieation.

''Well," said the little old man, '"what elTcct on our man had

the news we gave lh<' president of tiie association? Have you

heard anything
y"

"Phew I" said Cerizet, whose frei|ueut intercourse with

du Portail had made him more rannliar; "i lucre's no (pies-

tion of that now; the ci| has .-lipped away again; neither

gentleness nor \ioleiice has any eU'rit on thai dc\ il of a man;
ho has (piarreliil willi the a>>ocialion, hut is thicker than

ever with the Thuilliers. 'Xeces.-ity." says Figaro, 'an-

nihilates di>tance.' Thuiliier neeil> him for his candidature

in the St. James ([uarter. so they emhraci-d ami made friends."'

•'Doulitless the marriage is arranged for an early date?"

asked du i'ortail.

"'j)uile so." said Cerizet : "and then there's another nia-

ohino to W(U'k ; that crazy fellow ha- induced Thuiliier to buy

a newspa])er; he'll hi them in for forty thou-and francs.

When Thuiliier mu-e gets fairly involved he'll want to get

his money hack, so I expect to >ee them sii(k together for the

rest of their Iive«."

"What ])apor is it':'" asked du Portail. indifferently.
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"A oa1)l)ni:o Iraf caricd tho 'l-^clio do l;i Biovro.' a jniir-

!:ai,
' sail! ('(''ri;^ct. scurnfiilly. "that an old journalist. Iiard

.|>. induced the taniicis. wliu arc as you know, tho principal

iii,-incs>-iii('ii of the placi'. to cstahlish. From a litorarv or

iiliiical point ol' view the atl'air amounts to nothing, bvit

Miiiii the 'i'huillicr |Miiiii oj' view it is a nulst(I•-^troko.""

"Woll. for a l<ical election it is not sucli a bad venture,"

-aid du I'ortail. "l-a I'eyrade is lalenied. active, and has a

hiiirht intellect: he may make the 'Kcho" resound. Under
uhal banner doe> .Me->in' 'I'lmiMier present liim>elf?"

'i'huillicr I" replied the banker of the poor; "lio has no

more ()])inion than an oy.-tcr. I'nlil he jiublished liis pani-

uhlet lie was like all tlic rc-i of tliu^e boiir^u'eois, a fanatical

conservative: but since its >eiz;ire he has L'one over to the

I »ppositioii. His tirst ^land will be witli the Left Centre: but

il the election .ltoc- ihe oilu'i' wny lie will cro,~s over to the

i-i\tre?i!e Left. Sel f-miercst for these people is the niain-

•pi'in^ of tlieir convic-tioiis.""

"I'csh!" said du I'ortail: "this combination of our bar-

M-ter may i'i>e to the importance of becomim,'' a political

'laiip'r from my \ iew, which is conseiA alive and L^overn-

iiiental. I Ijclieve,"" >aid he. after a rcilective ]iaiiM'. "that

on worked on a new.-paper once upon a time; you, "t'erizet

tiie Brave."
""

"Yes," replied the usurer. "1 even manajred one in con-

iiinction with la i'eyrade. it was an evi nin<; journal. .V fine

uusiness we made of it. for which we were well paid 1""

"Well." said dii I'ortail. "why don't you <ro into jour-

nalism af,'ain with la I'eyrade?"

(.'erizet re^xarded du I'ortail with dumb amazement.

"All n'l
!" said he at last. ".\re you the devil, .Monsieur

he (ientleman. that nothinji' remains hidth'n fnun vou?"

"Yes," said du i'ortail. "'I know a few things. But what

I- arranged ix'tween you and la I'eyrade!'"

"Just this; lif rememl)ercd my expfrieiiee in the business,

nid, not knowing whom el>e to employ, oU'ered ino the mau-
igomont of tile paper."

1

1
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"I do not know that, but T thought it vory likely," said

du Portail. "Did you accept?"

"Conditionally. 1 asked time for reflection. I wislied to

know what you thou^^^ht of the offer."'

"Parblfiu! I think that out of evil good may come, es-

pecially when it cannot be avoided. 1 had rather see you in-

side than outside that concern.''

"Very good, but to j^et in there's this difficulty: La Pey-

rade is well aware that I have debts ; he won't help me with

the security for thirty-three thousand francs which must be

posted in my name. I haven't that amount, and if I had

I should not care for it to be known and thus expose myself to

my creditors."

"You have still a good part of that twenty-five thousand

francs left that la Peyrade paid you not more than two months

ago; is it not so?"

"Just two thousand two hundred francs and fifty centimes,"

replied Cerizet : "I cast it up last night. The remainder

went to pay off pressing debts."

"But if you have paid your debts you can't have cred-

itors."

"Yes, those I paid I don't owe; but those I didn't pay I

still owe." said Cerizet.

"Y'ou don't mean to tell me that you owed more than

twenty-five thousand francs?" said du Portail, incredu-

lously.

"Would a man go into bankruptcy for less?" asked Cerizet,

as though stating an a.xiom.

"I see I've got to stand the money myself." said du Por-

tail, with some anger; "but the question is: whether your

presence in the affair is worth to me the interest represented

1)y three hundred and thirty thousand three hundred and

thirty-three francs and thirty-three centimes?"

"Dame!" said Cerizet; "if I were only installed there I

would very soon have la Peyrade and Thuillier at loggerheads.

In the business of running a newspaper there are constant dis-

agreements arising; now by taking the side of the ninny

/r
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iiiraiiist tlio clever iiiiin T could exalt the self-esteem of the

one aiKJ wuiinil that of the otiier, so tliat it would soon boconic

impossible for tlieni to work together. You ppoko of a po-

etical dang'er. A luaiiairer, you should know, when lie has

tlie wit to be soint'thing more than a man of straw, can always

ipiietly give the alfair any desired impulse."

"Tiiere's sojiie truth in that,'" said du Portail ; ''but to

I hi'ckmate la I'eynide is what concerns me most."

"I've another gun to fire which would help to demolish

him in the 'riuiilliiTs" estimation."

"Speak out then and let me know what it is," said du

i'ortail. irritably; "you iieat about the bush as if I were a

man that could be finessed."

"You iciiiemlHT," said Cerizet, "that some time ago wc

unndered where la I'eyrade obtained the twenty-five thousand

iiaiio with which he paid off Dutocq?"

"llal" said the gentleman, eagerly; "have you dis-

rnvered the source of that very improbable sum in the hands

of the barrister? Is there something suspicious about his

manner of obtaining it?"

"Here it is," said Cerizet.

Then he related the whole details of Mme. Lambert's affair.

hut lie acknowledged that all the sharp cross-questioning of

this woman in the ollice of the clerk of the justice of the peace

nu the day of her meeting with la Peyrade had failed to elicit

a confession from her: but that both were convinced by her

manner of the correctness of their suspicions.

".Madame Laml)ert. Hue du Val-de-(irace, No. !), at the

house of Sieur Picot, professor of mathematics," said du Por-

lail. noting down the address. "Very well, my dear Monsieur

Cerizet." he added, "call upon me again to-morrow."

"But take notice," said the usurer, "that I must report to

hi Peyrade to-day. He is very eager to settle the business."

"Accept la I'eyrade's offer, but ask for a delay of twenty-

four hours in which to obtain your security; if I find it to

tny interest 1 will furnish it— if not. you can get out of it by

breaking vmir promise; you can't be sent to the court of

assize for that."
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IinicpiiKlciilly of nn iiicxplicalil kind of fascination that

lie t•\l•n•i^((l user liis ii,L:rm. tin I'.irliiil iifvcr iiii>-f«l an

iiccasion to rmiinil him of iiis very niiaily coiiiinciiccnK'nt of

tlu'ir intiTcniirsc

The nf\t (lay. uli"n CiTixot was ajrain with the ^n'lUlcinan:

'•Voii t:u(>Mil iij:litly." said (hi Portail ; "coiiiiK'ncd to

liidc ihc (\istcii(<' of liiT hooty. tlir woman. Lamiii'i't, who

(ic.-ii'rd to di'aw siiiiic iiitt'i'('>t out ot' it. formi'd the idea of

])la(iii,t,' it in la INyradoV liaiids: his dcvoiit exterior may

ha\c sii-ire^tcd ihi.- \n Iht: >Iic most pmliahly irave him tho

money witliout takinu'' any ri'ieipt. In what kind of money

was I)uto((| paid 'f'

"111 iiincl( 111 liills of one thousand francs each, and twelve

of fiNc hundred franes."

'•'I'liafs it. exadly,"' said dn l*ort;iil : 'there is no longei

room for (l.udit. Nou Imw do you intend to hring this infor-

niati(m to lieai- n|iiir, 'riinillit'r?"

"I shall till him thai la INyi-ade. to whom he intends to givi

hi- god-daiiuditer. i> loaded down witli dehts: tliat he horrows

enormons ^ecrei loan-: that to ]> ly tliem lie means to gnaw tlu

profits of the newspaper to tlu' It >ne: that ids [losition as a mar

deepiv in deht mav he made ]m!ilie at any moment, and couh

not fail to injure tlie eandidale for whom he is working:

'That's all right." said dn Portail. "hut tliere is a mon

radical ami decisive n-e to he made cd" the discovery.
'

•Sp(>a\ out. ma-tiT: I am listening to yon."

'•Thuillic^r." said du I'ortail.—'is it not so—has not a

yet learned who prompteil that seizure of his pamphlet, ha

he ?"

'"Yes. he has." replied Cerizef. ''The worthy citizen is per

snaded that the -eizun w;is instiL'aled liy M. (Mivier \'inct

deputy of the profureur-.eiieral. At one time this ycmn;

maLTistrate liad a-pired to the haiul of ^^ademoi-^('lle Colic

vill,.. and tlio honest Thuillier iieli(>vep that tlie -everity o

the court is in nlalialion for file injury done to one of it

niemhers."

"Better and iietter."' said dn I'ortail; "well, to-morrow
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he shall rocoivo a sh;ii]) iioic frniu Moiir^iriir Vinct dciiyin;.' in

full any >iicli abii.-c (if pDWiT

—

this will do a.s a basis for your

"ilier versions."

"Yi's?" a-k('(l C'l'Tizct, iiuinisifivoly.

"Another explanation must he ^^ivcn,'" ccntinued du Por-

laij; '"yiiu lan a.-.-ure 'riiiiilliei' lliat lie i- tlie vinini of the

ffarful liiacliinal ii>n> of the |iolice. Yon know that that is all

ihe [Mjliee arenMnd fur

—

niaeiiinatio:is ?"

"rert'cctly." said the Siguier; "1 have sworn to that twenty

limes when I worked on a liejuihlicaii iiew-paiier and-——

"

'When yon were the 'Ijrave ('('rixet.'
" inierrujited dn I'or-

lail. "'riie present inaehinations of tiie pdliee is this: The
i:'iverninent wa.- iniich anni'Vcd to see Thiiiilier elected to the

lieneral Cinineil of the Seine without inini-teri.il inlhieiK'e;

ii did not care to >ee an independent and patriotic citizen, who
-hnwed he cunld do witliniii lis nid; it fiiriher K'arned that

ihi?- (li.-tin<:ni>hed citizen was writing a pain]ildet on llinuicc,

always a delicate siihject, and one i>\\ which tlii> (hin.irerniis ad-

\ersary wa- so th(U'oiijrhly experienced; so that when they did

this coi'rnjit govei'inneiit do? Why, it snliorned a man in whom
!i was thonght Tiinillier had every conlldence. and for tlu^ sum
'f twenty-live thousand francs—a mere hagatelle to the polie(!

—this trcachenuis friend agreed to insert a few dangerons

phrases which should e.\po~e ii to sej/.ure and cause the arrest

of its author. Then clinch it hy telling him that the very

next day la I'eyrade, whom 'i'hiiillier knows had not a sou,

paid I)utoc(| the exact amount of twi'uty-five thousand francs."

"'J'he devil I'" said Cerizet. '"That's a good trick. .Ml

Thuillier's species believe anything that's said about the

police.'"

"You understand now whether Thuillier will desire to

have such a man always at his ^ide, and, whether he will be

' ager to give him his god-daughter in marriage."

"You are a di'cp nuin, monsieur." said Cerizet, approvingly.

iWit 1 must eoiifos, that I M-rn|"le to play .^-ucl. a role. T^a

i'eyrade has ju.-t oiTered ni'' t!ie management of this journal,

.!id 1 work to thrust him out I"
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"\Vp!1, ho tricki'il you out of tlic luat^e iu spite of the most
soloiiin promises, iukI you are aitnitij: iil his happiiic^s, to }(ju

need have no eonipuiution? about whai you do in tliis matter,"

said du Portaii.

"It is a fact," said the wily usurer. *'ihat sueh an event

will absolve me. Ves, I'll do as you \vi>li; I follow the

road you hav(; pointecl out. Still tlicn-".- another thing: I

eannoi in my hr.-t appearance step n[) and make my revela-

tion; that will need some time, hut the security nmst he paid

at once."

"Listen, Monsieur Cerizet," said du Tortail authnritativ.Iy
,

"if the marria^'e of la Teyrade with my ward takes ])lace it is

my intention to reward your services with thirty thousand
francs; now that amount on one side and lwentv-!l\e thou-

sand, on the other, you Avill get in all fifty-tive thousand francs

out of your friend la Teyrade's matrimonial eomldnations.

But, as tiiey do at the booths at the fair, I ])ay wh*'n I go out.

Now if you risk your own money you will be eairer to do the

best for my cause; if, on the contrary, my money is at stake,

you Mon't be nearly so inirenious in your dealinifs; if vou are

successful you will pain about a hnndn'd per cent. That's my
last word; 1 will listen to no olijections."

Cerizet had no time to make any, for at this moment the

door of the oflico, where this scene was taking place. opeiu?d,

and a fair, slender woman, whose features showed angelic

sweetness, came hastily into the room.

On her arm, wrapped in long, beautiftd clothes, lay the form
of an infant.

'There," said she, "tiuit wicked Ivatt insisted that you
were not the doctor; I knew better; yes, 1 saw you come
in. Well, doctor," she went on, addressing Cerizet, "I am
not at all satisfied with the baby's condition, not at all satis-

fied ; she is pale, she has grown so thin. I think it must be her

teeth."

Du I'ortail made a sign to Cerizet to take up the role so sud-

denly thrust upon him, and which in some si'i;.-(^ reminded
him of the j)art he had assigned himself in connection with
the famous Cardinal affair.
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"Evidontlv," roplii'd In-, '"it is the tfcth; childron always

i.'n»\v piilliil ill ^ll(h liiiH-; hut tluTc's iiotliing, iiiailaiiu'. tliat

need make you anxious."

"You ri'ally think so. doctor," answered the crazed girl

—

V, hotn tile reader has ilouhth'ss reeoj:iii/ed as i.ydie, dii

i'ortail's ward; "hut see lier poor arms, look liow tiiin they

have Ijeeonie, liiey have dwindled to nothing."

Then taking out the pins that hehl the outer wrappings, slie

>howed Cerizet a huiidle of rags which, to her poor intellect,

represented a swiel pink and white baiiy.

".No, no." -aid Cerizet; "she is a little thin, pcrhap.«. but

the th'sh is clear and firni and the color excellent."

"I'oor darling I" said Lydie, kissing her dream lovingly.

"1 think she has improved since morning. What had 1 better

give her. doctor? She won't take pap, and soup di.sgusts her."

"Does siie like sweet thing-?"

"Oh I immensely," said the crazy girl, brightening up,

"she adores them ; would chocolate be good for her?"

"Certainly,"' said Cerizet, "but without vanilla; vanilla

is heating."

"Then I'll get health chocolate," said Lydie, with all the

intonations of a mother who listens to the assurances of the

doctor as to the voice of a god. ''Uncle," said she, address-

ing du Fortail, "ring I'nr Bruno and tell him to fetch some

pourds from Mar(|iiis."

"Bruno has just gone out," he replied, "but there is no

hurry ; later in the day will do."

"See now," said Cerizet, "she has gone to sleep,'' for he

was anxious, hardened as he was. to put an end to this painful

scene.

"True,'' said I.ydie, as she replaced the bandages; "I'll

put her to i)ed. Adieu, doctor; you have been very good to

come without being sent tor. If you doctors knew what good

you can do a poor anxious mother, you would come more fre-

quently. Oh I she is crying now."

"She is so sleepy," said Cerizet; "she'll be much better

in her cradle."

i .
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'"Vis. jiihI \'\\ |il;iy lirr ili;it .-,iii;it;i nf Rcothovon'rt that iii\

(li'iir |i.i[i;i ii-i i|
I . Ilk. i! i> w Miiilcri'iil !ii)w that raliiis diir

Adieu, iImi|(i!','" >!ii' r:iii| a'/iiiii. ]i.iiisini,' at the tliri'sliold ol

the (Idiir. "Ailini, ;.'niii| ductdr." And slic throw him fi

kiss.

( 'I'ri/ci u'.is i|iiiic (i\i rciiiiic

*^'^ll ,-(!, " ,~aid dii I'mlail. "she is an an<:el, always tht

saiip'. iii\ii- ilic twi-i il l-ldiipir. iiiir a cni.-s word; soiiu'tiines

sad, liiit cMT Willi a iii.iihirly ^.ilicii iidi'. 'I'his it i- that first

,i:avc tli(! (im tnr- ;i;i jd.,! tii;n if ihr reality n'|>lai((l the hallu-

ciiiatiuii, ~lic niii.rlit n r,i\i-r l,i r na-nn. Well. thi~ is the ;jfirl;

Willi till' ai ( I'liipaiiiiiii'iil of a liaiidsoiiic d^w r\, that ass (d' a \f

I'cyi'adc ii riiscd. j'.ul ii ha- •j:n{ In come to jiass oi' I ]irrjiir(

tiiy iiniM''. Li.-trii !" he added, a- the tune- .'d' a ]iiani) wore

heard: ''hark I what talent I A mad woman I why there are fi

huiidrel thnnsand .-.;iie wiimen who are iiei to ho eomparod

to her, and who are no more sensiiile except on the snrrace."

\Mien the r.eiilioveii Sonata, executed with an omolion ol

soul and a skil fulness of touch whiih tUhnl the rlork with

admiratien, h;id li.tn (iiusliei], Ceri/i-t cxelaiinod:

'"I ai.'ree \\ilh _\iiu, iniiu^ii ur: la I'eyrade refu-ed an angel

a ]ieail. J t' 1 Were in his place I'.ut. to come lta<k to oui

subject— N'ow I .-liall no honrer serve you with zeal, hul

passionately and with (•nth^.-ia^la."

When Corizet had j^iven ihi,- ]ile(li:o of fidelity, just outside

of the room w! • re du j'ertail had receised him. he Ix'ard tht

voice of a \iiiman whieli was not that of Lydie.

"U the dear commander in hi* oilice'r'"' said this voice,

with a >liL:!it fMi-eiirn accent.

^ es, niadame; hul eiiler till' salon. Tuonsieu!- i- not alone:

T will iufoT'in him \on are here."

.\nd thi- la-t wa< the voice of Katt, the old Dutch house-

keeper.

'flere—this way out.'" >aid du Portail to t'orizot with

sharpiie--. .\iid he npened a hidden door which led through

a dark passage and on to the stairs.
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Till' iirtirlc liv \vlii( h the iii'W fiiiiur nf a journal fiiM put;*

liiriiM'If ill (oiiiiniiiiK alimi wilh the jmiIiIic. lii.s '"|>iutc.--iiiii of

faitli" as it is tcchiutally calltd, i- always a laltoriuiii- ami

(lilliciilt case (if ( liild-lnrlli. la tin.- case it \\a.> iictosary

that 'I'iiiiilliir's (aiiiiidaturt' sIk iiicl lie liinlril at, at li'a-t. 'I'lio

liTiu^ fif tliis iiiaiiil'i -In. after la INyraiic liail luatlr a rn(i;,'li

draft (if it, had rc.-iiltcd in a Idii;,' dixMissidn. 'This dcliatc

Iddk place l)cf(irc Cerizct, w Iki, (in the ad\ ice (d" dii I'm'tail, had

accepted the niaiia,i:eincnt Imt had poipdiicd the |tayincnt <it

the security tiir(iu.;:li the day> (if ^raic alldWei] to tlie new

(itlicials in all chanp's of prdprictnr.-liip.

The di.-i u.-.-idii ait fully stincd up \>\ tl'c uia-tcr-kiiave, who

had cdiirtituted himself Thuilliei's tlattcrer from the start,

more than duce ^I'cw stormy, then lulier, but as the deed ^d*

partner>liip U ft all deei.-ioli a.- to the editing to la I'eyrade, li(>

linally closed the matter liy Miidiii;: the lnanife^l(> to the

printer exactly as he had tir.-t writ ten it.

Thuillier was furious at what he called an abuse of power,

and on the followinjx day, tiiidini: hiin.-elf alone with Cerizet,

hastened to pour his woes and jrrievaiucs into the bo>oiii

of his faithful maiiajxer; thi^ ;:ave a natural chaiue to in-

sinuate the calumnious revelations all ady plotted ^viili the

man in the Rue lidiidie-Chevalier.

This insinuation wa- pre-eiited with such art. with such skill

and moderation, that it would have duped a much fhrewder

-Old than Thuillier"s. ('(''rizet a|ipeare(l alarmed at having

lieeii entrapped into the betrayal ><( the -eeret. wrung from him

by the ardor of his zeal and a -yinpathy which had been

coinnuinded by "the bd'ty mind and character which fiom

the first had struck him in Monsieur 'i'huillier." The latUT

reassured the traitor that he >h<aild lU'Ver be brought into

the inquiry, which must of lUM-essity follow such an alarm-

ing statement: he would say that other yiarties had informed

him; if necessary he would throw suspicion upon l>iilo((i.

Leaving the arrow rankling in the wound. ('('Tizei took his

leave to make .-oiiie nece-sarv arrang(.'ineuts for the detinite

>ettleineiit (d' the matter of seeuritv.
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Tlic sceno liad tiikni pl.Kt' at the iic\v-i)ii|ifr nlVuo. Since

he hail CDinliKlcd llif [turclia.-f 'riiiullii r imiiic In the otlico

two luiurs licfoiT it was ii((i'-.»arv ; lir >|iriil lu- <l;i;. iIk n ami

wore evcryliody out with hi- ariliiit activity. I If uliiriii'il ill

the cvi'iiinj,'. lit' wouM alinurt have slcjii tin iv, and in the

few niciiiu'iils s^priit with his raiiiily, lu' \\a- ((tn-iahlly com-

plamiii;.' i if the i'ali;;iic whi'ii I he iiiuitiplicityid" hisd itifs jjavc

iiiiii, iif his fear that he wdiild hriak d<i\\ii uinli r thr Inirdcii

add his health ho ruiufd. Now, Im-iiil,' iillni with tiiis

t<'rrii)l(' I'fvciatioii, lie couM not i\i'i'p it to hmi-ilt'. lu' wi-licd

to iiidjurdi'ii liiiiistif to soiiii' one. He sent for a iiack an<l

half an hour after had coiilided the whole story to his IO^"ria,

that is to say to I5ri;,'itte. his woll-heloved si-ter.

Brijxittc had boon very bitterly opposeil to all the stepa

taken by Thuillicr diiriiij,' the pjist few days. On no aeeoiii
,

not even in the interest of his election, did she wish to renew

their relations with la I'cyrade. In the iir^t place she had

treated him badly. Then, in ca.-e this intriiruer. as she calli.l

him, should marry Celeste, the fear of josin;,' l„'r authority

givint^ her a sort of second si^rlit, -lie had arrived at an

intuitive perception of all the black deptiis o:" his character,

and she had declared that at no price, nor under any con-

sideration, would she occupy the same hou>e with him. In-

to.xicated with jiarliamentary ambition, 'riiuillier had tempo-

rized. In due lime he hoped to cure his si>trr ot' her prejudices.

But when the (piestion of tlu' journal came ii[i Brij,Mtte op-

posed it with an oarnostness borderiiiii on iiitterness.

"Huin yoiir.-elf, my dear," said she to 'riiuillier. "you are

your own master and can do as you like: 'c qui vinit 'Jc In

ffiite s'rji rcliiiinic an lumlxmr (What coiiu's in by the door

^'oes out by tlie window).''

Xevertheloss, when the bar^^ain was completed; when Hri-

critto found herself consulted in rej:anl to many details of

administration whicli opened a new licld for her hou.^ekt'epinj;

ardor; when she had had the selection of two newspaper

folders; when she hail been able to transform into an oilicc-

boy, Coflint't, her eld concierge of the Hue 8aint-l)ominique,
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tlicrchv rc'diicm;: liir< hii;,'(s oh fMiriir liv two Immlnd francs;
>Uit II slie hiid Imch coriiiiiis.-ioiuMl In [iiin Iuim- lalicu U>r the
. iirtains of tlic cditdrinl r<«>iiis. tlic laiii|i>, sliuvds ami tongs;
vvlicii she liad Ikcii n ((iiotcil to ;.'o from time to tiiiii' to look

.;ft<T the wadiiri;j of tlit- iiik-'taiid-. the .•.Wccpiti;; of IIr- oIVkv,

.iiid other >iiiall detail- relatiii;,' to order and neatness, Iht ill-

iiiHiior had ahated eon^iderahlv.

When, therefore, her lirother related his eonfideneca she
iid not receive them with reproaches, hiil with a certain chant
if trininph at the prohalde incrense of her own j)owei.

•'So nuich the lietter," she exclainied ; "it is a.i well t)

l%now at last that he is a spy. I always thoui,'ht ho, a moan
Mieak. Throw him out of doorn without niiy explanation.
W'r don't need liim, to earry on the [lancr. 'I'hat Monsieur
<'eri/et, who, from wh.it you say, is after all a ri^dif good
fellow^ can easily find iis another editor. Besides, Madame do
(iodollo, on leaving, promised to write to me. As .soon as
ue are in communicatioTi she will easily . .imend one to us.

A pretty chick ue were going to give our j ,r Celeste."

"How fa>t you go," said Thuiliier. "La Pey-ade. my
dear, ha.s oidy iieen accused, he mu^i he granted a hearing;
iif.-ides. a contract hinds us."

"Oh! very well," said I'.rigitte, '•' see the whole thing;
you'll let that ma'i twi>t you round hi.-, linger; a contract with
a spy! as if contracts wouhl stand with such fellows."

"Come, come, he calm, my dear Urigitte," replied Thuil-
iier. "we must not act too hastily; if ,i justification, cjejir,

(Miegorieal, and convincing, ]> not forilicoming, 1 >li;dl iniak
with him; Til [)r(>vi' that I am not a plucked chickci!. (cri-

/i't himself is not certain; they are only his deductions;
why I camo to you was to see what you thought ahout de-

manding an e.\[)lanation."

"Certainly, and if you don't get to the i)ottom of this affair

rU cast you off as my hrother.''

"That is surlicient," said Thuiliier, .-olemnly; "you will find

thai we have one mind in such matters."
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'I'lic estn])]i-!uiiciil !" ihc '"rj! •> i!,. hi Hii'-vrc" in tlic npart-

iiiciit of llii' l.'iic Siili;;-! iiiiii' ir iii'-(r!-!iif( r \\;is still very

iiicDiiipli'ir. fui' ii I!. ("->,;: !'v !i;ii! 1m'(:i \fvy much hurried.

Till' m|i[ dlliri' /]', u;it.'l i!:i Hui' .;< N"\rr-. in a dilnnidatcil

Imn-i', had u^it M-i-nnd iiii'iitaMr for a imuniait. and in tho

aiminnl "f rnniilurc .'iiinm I'ah'd in thi' Ai'n], 'I'huillicr had

Ik en \i'i-\ muili (!i'c-('i\( (!.

An iinriitiiry mI' iIi:~ t'rr.iiture wi'iild n-.-nl a- t'nlluws:

1. Tlirci' laMi- nf l'!ark-~taiii('d w.i.m].

'.'. Six -t ia\v--i a'l-d cliair-, ii^arlv |i.i-|'i(|. like \\\r famous

noloi^lia 111!'' i!il':iM|'l,iIi/i .] liy MMliri'c.

.']. A ca-i' '<( ji'-i ..:i-h()l('>, a!.-i) nf hlack->taini'd wodd, num-
hcrrd, and n-i d l'"!" k; vjiim: tln' lik-; i.f the jmirmil.

1. An n!d-!'a:-hion' il ^t au' I'Munlain. cuvcrcil willi wii-kcr,

which wiiiihl cnnlain ali^nt six hwckct- lA' watiT.

V Tiif'i' ( iMidli'^l ick,- and a i>ai!- nf -niill'iav-. the illnndna-

limi id' tk;" "Kcli'i lie la r>k'\ re" utidci' the <iM admInl^I^ali(m

nn! l!a\inir I'iscn lo tlic i!;'.niitv id' Aiirnni candles.

tk A \\atiT jiitchi'i' a'id t
• o Lrla-.-cs.

T. Xine emjilv Imi!:!.'-. >.imi' i^\' wiueh. acenrdin;: to tlic

]irinled hdul-, hail (Miitti'pid /i'//v d;imaiea laim and nrilnhlc.

Swiss ali-iniJ!''.

Ilut what put t'lc li:ia! -ianij) u]i'Mi the e~tahli<hment. and

MMiH'what I'al-ilied i!ic fiinanis |irii\«'rh oi' I,i''nn di> Lora,

"Shncmakifs ai'e ah'.ays the mo.-i iNiofly >ho<r" ( Lrs ronloii-

nil iir.^ sniil lull jii'irs / .s /////s nml < liiiiis^i'^) . \\a- that in a i-loset

m the cditiifial I'li'iin \'.a~ a hiHinlll'id .-ipiply of hhick's of peat

of the hii'LTe-l >i/.e. dr\'. (iMnpact. d'.ir:.!'!i' •. m''i-chandise, in a

word, of the hi'-t ijualiiv. ^ho^\il!L^ vn-y i learly thai the stoek-

holdcfs ]iad a--cni!ded tlwfe,

HaNitiL:' iv,in:incd ihc pi'npm'tv. 'I'huillier. after his first

disappoint mi'iii. l>;i ! -cr>! 'k/' -ani'iliMiv mu-l l.r done at

once, so lie rushed for a carriaL'i' and wa- d'^'Mi tn tlie Hue

Chapon. The iicx! day one of )he room~ nf ih" new e-tahlish-

nient. over the donp . f mI ich a paiiiti r had Ihmmi enipi ived to

write the -arrami'pai woi-d-. "t)']!!'!' and cashier."" \\a> divided.

hv a lira-^ kill ]cc work, iirea-t liidi. On each side of the wicket
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ulicn^ the iiii)ii('\ {(IV .-nli,-(i'i|ii mil- ua- \<< Ih' liamlrd in. I'ri-

Liitlc had liiin^f a urccn ^In/.t-d calicn ciirlaiii nii hra.-,- rnds.

In the iilitoriai rodiii, likfwiK' (lf.-i;:nat('(i l)_v an inr-rri|itiii[i

i!i >rnallcr Icttfi's. ••'I'lic |iiil>lir umI ailinilliil linv." a (|ii/.i:i

' 'iitit-wdim! I'iiaii-.-. an u|iri;^lit nak writiiiLi-dr-k. a lar^rc

blonj: I.diK' llnl yet CdSflvd Ijv tlir 'j:Vvv\] -rVJ.'' rl.uh wllirll

Madriiioi-rllc 'rhiiiilicr Iiad a^ivcil |(i |mi I'liia-i/ al aiKliidi,

.' paiicr-i-ack. a ( IiM-k called ,,/,/> /^wliicii Imii- auain-t tlu'

wall, and iniitaicii ilic >irikiii,u- id' the \illauc ( Iu<k,--: lun old

'!ia[i.- drawn liy Sam,- wi, ",:ii-i,ji',i|ili>r i" hi- inaj''>ly."' lnrnHd
.1 \('ry -nilahli' !cin|iiirai-y l'll!|li^liin^.

'I'n '-riiwii all. ai ihc vcrv ninniriil when Tlinillii'i-. n-uirnin"-

Irnni hi- (•nnlVi'ciiic with KriLiilie. cntiTi d ih.c I'dii'.n-ial rnom.
ill' lasl con.-ciTal inn had hccii j^ivcn in ihc r.-Iaidi-hnK ni i\(

\\\v jiinrnal. .\n apjnvni icr Ire, in the ]irinlin,u-n|]i(i' rntrr*' ',

iu-inirin^'- a ream nT juinli'd I^ll(^dlead^. uiili the nanie and
iddri'.-s nf ihc •'Kclm.'" Inid i!;c a ji|itaranri- nl' ih,- |iiiiiird

iiUcrdii'ad. it caniidl he >aid that a jMurna! i'\i.-i-, 'I'ii,' ici-

iir-hiad is in -unic -url it- hapli-ni. Thi- i- \. hv ilic fnimdits

'I' puhlic jniirnal.- hi-in unJi thj- -\niliuli'- atf. 'I'liiv ai'e

dway- afraid ilia' 'heir t'lT-priiiL;- will dii' In r,,rc it i< cliri-;-

' III il.

'I'hniilit I- t'liiip ' la I*cyi-adr at hi.- ]).i-t a- cdilnr-in-ihii'f ;

!ait dnriiii: I hr la-i i|iiarlt r nf an hniir !,.• Iiad hci n in a \><)-

-itii)n lit" iinich rnihari'a->ni(!i!. can-.'d h\' hi- lii^ijiidiandcd

.i->nnipt ii'ii 111 hi inu' the .-..h- -rlrrinr i
!' ,ir;ifl.'- and rMiiirih-

•iKir-. I'licllimi. jirr--rd hy hi- l'ainii\. and a- a i-iin-i'i|U('nri'

• if iii'lii;,;- nil t!ii' ri'adiny runiniitii-i' nf i hr iiik'nn. iiad ronn
III iitl'cr hiin-ilf as di'anialic ciii ic.

.M\ diar -:r." -aid iii-. addrr-.-iiiL;' la l'i'\radi'. ai'd r ha\inLr

i-kcd 'I'huilli.'r ,.- In II i- l;i alih. '"! w a- a Lnnd -i '.diaii <>( lln'

dii-alrc Iii my yuiiih; tin- phiy iind ii- .-criiiaw ha\i' during'

my somi'>\liiii lun:: larrrr had iiii c-jn-.-ia! atiiMi-t,nn I'nr nii':

'hf \',hiii' lia!r> which imw rrn'.'.ii m\' hr.i\>,' dn nut <<-!],
\ anv

• ili-tarlc to Hi!' Li'iNinu' yiiiir i!i'rri'>l ini:' jiidilirai inn -ciiii' virv

'I'l'li' ihu- and intcri-iinu' -iiid'i'- frmii nn rv|ii'riiiici'. .\s a

liii'inhcr iif liic rradini: comniitlii' <>( the (Kleun. 1 am also

2J
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familiar with the iiioiierii draiiia ; and, being sure of your

(liscTi'tion, 1 may eonlideiiliaily iiitorm you that among niy

papers it would not be impossible for me to tind a certain

tragedy entitled \Sapor," which in my younger days gave me
some celebrity when read in drawing-rooms."'

"Well." said la IVyrade, trying to gild the inevitable refusal,

"why not try and have it placed on the stage? We might be

aliK; t'> assist you on that line.""

'"Ccriainly,"' said 'riiuillier, "the manager of any theatre

to whom we should recommend the work
'"

"Xo," replied Phellion. "in tlu' first place, as a member
of the reading commiitcc of ilie Odeon, having to sit in

judgment on other>, it would ill lieconic me to enter the arena

myself. I am :i\\ old athlete; my ])art is now to judge of the

blowh I can im longer deliver. In Lliis sense criticism is

within my sphere, the more so as 1 have some quite new ideas

on the manner ol' editing a ihcatiical journal. The castigat

ridendu mores ought to bo, according to my feeble light,

the great law, 1 might even say, the only law of the stage.

Therefore 1 should show myself merciless in dealing with

works of pure imagination in which morality plays no part,

and which a prudent mother of a family
""

"Pardon me,"" said la Pcsrade. "for interrupting you, but

before allowing you to take the trouble to develop your poetical

theories, 1 ought to inform you that our arrangements for the

dramatic criticisms are already com])letetl.'"

".Ml I that is dill'erent,"' said Phellion, "an honest man
must keep his word.""

"^'es,'" said Tluiillier, "we have our dramatic critic; it

M'as far Ix'yond our hopes that you would olfer your valuable

collaboration.""

"Well." said Plu'llion. grown vomeuhat cunning—for there

is something in the newspaper atmosphere that tlies to the

heail, especially a luiiMli'-elass head—"since you really think

that my pen might be >u.-ceptil»le of giving you good service,

a -erics of (Ictached articles, under the head of '\'arieties,' on

<livcis >iilijcits, whi(]i I sho-.ilcl Venture to entitle 'diverse,"

mii^ht be of some interest."'
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"Yes,'" said la I'cyradc, witli a nialiciousncss that was
t'litirely lost upon riu'Ilion. '•thoughts, -MUK'thing iu the
stylo of Kochefoucaulil or de la Bruyore, those might do

—

what say yon, Thuillior
!'""

He intended leaving the matter of refusals, as far as possi-

I'le, with the proprietor.

"But I shouhl imagine," said Thuillior, "that detached
tlioughts would he ralher wanting in connection."

"Obviou.-ly." re[ilied Plieliion; "when I say detached
tiKjughts I imply the idea of a groat range (d' suhject> over

which an author alhtws his pen to stray without presenting
tliem as a whole."

"Of course you would sign every communication?" queried
ia Peyrade.

"Oil. no: messieur,- re])li(,'d I'hcllion. dismayed. "I could
not under any circumstances place my.-^elf on exhihition
la that manner."

"Your modesty, which I fully comprehend and approve,"
said la Peyrade, "settles the matter. Thoughts are individ-

I'.als, they recpiire personifying hy a name. Of tl!i> you yiiur-

-tlf must he well aware. 'Sundry thoughts, hy M. Three-
Stars." means nothing to the public."

Seeing that Phellion was aI)out returning to th(> charge,
Kliuillier. who was in a hurry to begin his battle with the
Provencal, cut him oil" rather curtly:

"My dear Phellion," said hr. 'T ask yo\ir excuses for being
'iinipelled to say that we cannot lunger enjoy your convorsa-
iion, but la Peyrade and my-clf have to consult on a matter
"( much importance: in a ncw>paper otlice—the time flies

devilishly fa.-^t. If you wish, we will postpone the matter till

1 later day. Madame Phellion is wr'l. I trust?"

"Perfectly," re])lied the grei.i citizen, rising and not seem-
Mtg to resent his dismi.«.«al. "WIhmi docs tlie first number
ome out?" he added. "It is eagerly awaited in the arron-
'lissement.'"

"To-morrow, I think." said Thuillior, conducting him to

!!ie door, "our profession of faith will makt> its appearance;
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iiiid It is hi^li liinc, [>,r with this di.-jiljiv of ciiijity l)oxi's, which
in ji)i!niiili,-ti.- phra.-i' iMir ciiH- 'iiciir.-," wc ;-hiiuld snon put
Mi'i)Mril)fr.- (11 lli;:ht. Yim will liavc a i-oyy seiu vou, my
ilcar I'ricinl ; cMiiir ;iim1 >.c n- .i-aiii and liriny that inanu-

KTipt : lii !'c\ I'adrV |iiiiiil (d' \\i-\v i- imt alisohitc here."

'I'lii.- lialin -hcd (ii! ilh' Won, id. and IMu'llion gone, Tliuil-

lii'P raiiL,'- I'nr ll Ilji ! Imv.

'^ nil wniilil !•(•( ii-ni^^i- tli.'U .i^vii 1 Irniaii atrain who just went
out !'" >aii| ihi'ou:; In'oiliiTof Uriiritlr.

'"Vr-:. tii'.-i.-ii : ai!\liody u..i:!,i n iiHinlur thai funny hall of

:i h'.-id: and. Itc-idrs. it'.- M'/icii I'iicilioii ; Fvc opened the
door t'of hini hundred- of t iiiic ."'

'^^|11. wliii!c\rr ho coiiic-. hoi-c auain, neither I nor Mon-
sieur la Teyrado is i\i r in. ieincinhor tliis order, it is iui-

piTative ; now leave n-.""

"Tlio devil!" .-aid la i'rxi'ad,', when tluy weiv alone, "how
you inana-v Iku'cs. lint lo,].; oei : .-oini'iiiiio-. (le(,'iors may be
anioiiLT th(^ nunihcr; you wrr, ri-'il in promising' riiellion u
copy of tlie jtaj.er: h- po.--. --,- !nlliiene(> in the (|iiart(r.*"

"Wil!." >aid Thuillior. '•can we wa.-te liur time on all the
idle dfeaiiier.- who eouie to oflVr us their a->i,-taiice ? .It was
Hot a hhitr. hoWf\cr, tiiat 1 i:a\e to riifllion. W'e have a matter
to di.-eu-s, and a vory ^<TioiH one. So take a ^eat. and listen."

"Do y(,ii kiio-v. !>iy d.:ii- I". I low." an.-wiMv-l la i'evrade,

lau^rhint:. '•that j-.iii-na.!i-m i- makinLTynu preternaiurrdlv sol-

emn:- 'Take a >eat. Ciniia"— AuLi-u.-tns W(Uild have <;iid it

no diirerently."

"Cinnas are. unrorlunately. mm-e numerous than people
thitik." .-aid Thuillier.

lie still I'l'li IlriLiitle"- prod, and he intonded iteiiiL.'' i-iittiiiiilv

iroideal :
l!:o lop -till . ,iatrd n: dor the jashiui: it had reeeived

from the old maid"s whip. La I'eyrade seated hims(df near
tlio n.'und tahlr. A- he wa- niv-iiliei! hv ilii.- opciiinti-, to k(>ep

him<e)f in eountmanre. he seized the lar'j'o seis-ors used in
elipjiini: readv-niad. -"i ditoiia!-" iVom ..i'mt jonnial,^. and
hoLian to cut tip a -lieet of paper on wdiidi Thuillier had at-

..mpfed to write an article, hu' h.ul not fini-hed it.
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The Pnivciicil tn(ik ;i mmK Imi 'I'liiiiilicr did not l)Ci.'in. II(?

iiroso iiJid Wiilkcd iMuiii'd- llic 1ki1I'-o|ii'|i dmir. wliicli he in-

tciidt'd tn clo.-r. Hilt it uii.~ thn>wii wide Mjicn, .-inil Cnlliiict

;i[i|)ciin'(|.

'Will iiinii>i(Mir."" he >iiid. "rc(fi\c two l;i(lic< who wish to

H)i'ak to liiiii
':"

''Who ari' \\u'<i' ladic.-?"" a>ki'd tin. advocnii'.

"Two vcrv wi'll drc-M'd iada-: i:,i\ a;i|icar to he tiiotlior

and (hiiiirhtcr : tlic daiiL:litri' i> not i i lie di'-|>i- d.""

"Shall tlicy Im' iiiti-ndii. cd."" >;i!d la I'ryra.ic to Thiiillier,

'"or shall I ivci'i\(. tliiin iji ihc anii -rnnin ?"

'"Since ihiy wvvt' tnld ihat von arc Inn', let thcni conic in,"

replied 'riiuillici-, ••laii i;rt tlii'on-li with ilieui a.- (juu-klv as

po^sil)le.'"

And tne [iro|ii'i(ior of ilic "Kclio de la i>ieviv"" licL:aii to walk
back and forth with lon.:,^ rtrid..«. hi- hand.- behind his iiack

;

then -IS then .-onieihini^- of the \a|Mdf"n in hi.- altitnde.

(.'o.i'nei's jndutMcni in iv-ard to the toilets of the two vis-

itors, who had been reeeiveii in the (illiee, nii,i.dit he Hiibjcet to

revision, A woman i- well i!re>^cd, not when .-he wears ri<'h

and expensive clothe<. but Mheii her toilet, which otherwise

may be of extreme >imp!ieji\. combines a .-en-ct harmom of

form and color, which make- it ciiiinently bccominir to her.

Now a hat with a -halloi', tr"nt. called Inhi (-ivle of the ]>e-

riod), Inirieil in fldWei--, a!:d thrown back >o far that it seemed
desiirnt'd rather to protect th'' -hoidders than to serve as a
.-ettiiiif for the face: an innnen-e I''rcnch cashmere shawl worn
with the aw!;wardne>,- and inexpei-ii i:ce id' a \dnn.Lr marri'.'d

w'oinan : a larire-ti,i,nirc(l. threc-lloiinced dress of Scotch Ik,

loo many chain> and ornameiits.— irreproachablv-Lrloved and
booted, however.—thi> was the cu>tnme of the voiuiu'cr of thi'

two ladies. The other, who followed in the wake of Iter da.-li-

iii^sj companion, short and >tout. with a hiirh-cohired com-
plexion, wore a dro,-. .i -bawl, and a hat which an experienced
eve would have rein-iii/ed at oiMe a- ba\ini,^ a -second-hand

look, if not coniinii' from the T'ln/ilc. 'I'he mother- df

'.tresi-os are alway.- clothed in this economical manner; and
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la Pfvrado Imd litfotc liim an iii)nii>takal)1(' sipooimen of t

species, ('niulciinicd to do duty U>r two txoni'rations, tlu

articles of dns.-, uMitrarv to the natural order, are trai

ferred from the ilescciHhints tu the progenitors.

(iraecfidly putting fiTward two chairs, hi Peyrade asked:

''To whom have I ihi* honor of speaking?"

"Mon>ifur."" replied the younger of the visitors, who. wi;

out ceremony, had entere(l the room first, "1 introduce n

self at tlie in>tanee of one of ycvar coihagues of the court, Mc
eieur Minard, aii ociUe."

"Ah, indeed!" said the Provencal, "and in what matt

does he desire my intei'est !'"

"Monsieur. I am a dramatic arti>t. a.nd F made my deb

in this (piarter, which iuduees me *io hope that th(> local jov

nal will speak a good word for me. 1 come from the Luxei

bourg theatre, where <"or M>me time 1 have played the part

lead'ng voung lady."

"And you are now ?"

"At the Folies. where I am engaged for the part of Dejaw
"At the Folies!'" repeated la Peyrade. in a tone whi

asked for explanation.

"At the Folies I)ramati(|iie ." smilingly interjected Madai
Cardinal, whom the reader will not have failed to recogni:

"These young ladi"s are n customed to shorten the nam^
The Delasscmenfs-Comiipie-.; they call |telass-rom. 1 ;

ways tell them that is had husiiiess. In trade, on the en

trary. we always string out rather than cut short. In t

fish-trade, for e\ami)le, they never call out, 'Ray." short-lik

but they cry. 'Kay—Hay—all alive.' I find that a much betl

way."

"Mother," said the leading young lady, in a tone render

more imjierious hy ihe fact that, carried away hy the ren

niscence of her old trade. Ma<1aTne Cardinal, in giving h

citation, had put on the tone of the fish-market.

".\nd vou make vonr dehut soon ?" n^lun] la Pevrade.

"Yes. monsieur, in a fairy piece, in which I take five par
—a page. ;i drummer hoy for the pupils of the Imperial Guai
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a preat miuctto. in ii Divs.v/.un luMlico, jiiid as the fiiirv T.ilas.
wluTc I iippcir ;it tlic finale, surn.iinilcd hy Ik'n;ral fires."

'•Very well, mademoiselle, | u ill direet the dramatie editor
to ;,'ive s])eeial atte-ition to yuur debui."

"Voii will eneonra;,re her, won't voii r" said Madame Car-
'Imal in a eoaxin- tone. '-She is so yoiin.ir. .\lthon-li
nothing is to he said ah(,ut it, 1 can assure voii (hat she works
day and night."

"Mother." said Ojympe. authoritatively, "that is f.,r them
(o(leeide. All I ask is that monsieur will promise me th;'t my
debut will be noticed. .Many jiieees that appear at the Folie.>^
ari' not Tiieiitiomd by the ,,'entlemen of the prc.«s ; but, as I
repeat, being a eliihl of the quarter

"

"Very well, madeniois.'lle." .«ai(l la I'evrade in a tone of
dismissal. ".Afy brother .Minard is well "f"

"^ es
: he spent the evening with us yesterdav. hearing me re-

hearse my parts."

"I'lease pre.^ent my eompliments to him," said la IVyrade,
eondneting his two visitors to the door.

Olympe Cardinal went ahead, a^ >-lie had don.< on entering,
about twenty paces in advance (if her mother, who had dilJl-
eulty in keeping uf) with her.

"IFa :"' said la i'eyrade to Thuillier on i^turning; "what do
ynu think of .Monsieur Minard. one of Celeste's suitors? Here
is one who waits patiently."

"We are not in to anybody." eried Thuillier to the ofTice-
boy, closing the door and boltini: it.

"Xow. my dear fellow." added be. addressing !a IVyrade
"we can talk. Mv dear." said ThuilluT. starting with sarcasm'
--for he had h.^ard that this wa< a good wav'to nonplus an
adversary—"1 have learned s.unething that will please you; I
now know why my |)aniphlet was seized."

.\nd he looked fi.xedly at la Peyrade.
"Parhlni!" said the latter in a natural tone of vn'ce, "it

was seized because thcv wanted to .^'ize it. Thev soiiirht'and
found, as vou may alwav- expect them to find when they wish
to, what the KingV adherents call 'subversive doctrines.'"'

.31
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"N'o, yon arc wroii;:," rci)lif(i 'I'liuillicr ; "the seizure was
arriin^red for, conroited, and planned beforehand."

''1^'lucen ulioni !- a-krd la I'evrade.

"liitwccn ili.i>e wlio desired to annihihite the pamphlet
and the ini-rfeaiils who pled^r,.,! themselves to betray it."

naid 'I'huillier.

"Iti any ea-e those who houfrht." said la Pevracje, "irot
btit a floor har^rain; for, perseentcd thongli it was, 1 don"t see
that il iiiaiji' miiih noise."

"F'.ut what about the vendors?" said 'I'huillier, with in-
rn nsini,' sareasni.

"Those who sold were the smartest, und.inliledlv," >aid !a

I'eyrade.

"'Ml! I know you have a .irreat esteem for sniartiie.-,; : hut
Jiermit me I.) inform ;>ou that the jioliee, who-e hand is ap-
parent in all this, is not apt to tlirou- it- monev away."
And he stared anew at ia I*e\ raile.

"80," replied the barrister, witliniii Iilinkinu-. "von have
discovered that the police plotted in ad\ariee to smother your
pamphlet ?'

"Ves, my dear friend: and 1 know f(,r a fact to whoni the
money was paid, and llie precise amount that honorable person
received."

"The person." said la Pevrade. thinkinu' f(,r a moment, "I
may possii)|y know: but a- to the amount, that is bevond me."

"W(d!. I can teil you that: twenty-live thousand franc.-."

paid Thiiillier. emphasizin:jr each word: ''that was the sum
paid to the .Tudas."

"Allow uu\ my dear sir. twenty-five tho:isand franc- is a lot

of money. I won"t deny that you are a most important mati

;

nevertheless, ymi are not such a buirl»e:ir to the i:overnmcnt as
to cause them to make -ueh a sacrifice. Twenty-ilve thousand
trancs is as n nch a> they would uive for the suppression of
some celebrated pan.|ihlei a.irain-t the a<lministration of the
civil list : but onr lucubration on finance was not so important
as that, and such a >iim taken from the -ret service fund
merely for the pleasure of bothering i/<iu seems to me fahii-

louslv ;j^reat."
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"Appnrciitlv." replied Tliuillier. with liittoriioss, '-llie honest
intoriiicdiiiry luiiy have lieeii mtere-ted in exaj^'^'eratinj; inv
valik'; one thiiiir i> certain, tin.- mnn-ieur had a delit nf

lweiit}-li\e thnii-and Traiie- uliich « a> a j,'reat wdrrv to liiin ;

and a sIkh'I time hel'dre the seizure thi> >anie ninnsieiir all at

once found mean.- to pay; nnji ss you can tell nic \vhen(;L' Iil'

ohtained that money, 1 dun't Im hi'\e it is very hard to draw the

inference."'

In 111.- turn la I'eyrade jrazed fixedly at Tliuillier.

"Mon.-ieur 'riniillicr." said Ik-. rai>inLr liis voi(c, "let us
leave p'ncraluic.- and enii:nia>; will you do nie the favor to

name this piT>oii
;-""

"Well, NO." -aid 'I'huillier. .-trikin,i: the tahle; "I shall

not name him heeause of tiie .-eiitinieiits of esteem and
airection which at one time united u- ; hut you have under-
stood me, Mon>ieur de la i'eyrade."'

"It is a fact. I .-lionld have uiider-tood," -aid the I'rovencal,

in a voice hroken with emotion, "iliat in introducing a ser-

iient her,' it would not ho lon_i: hefore I .-hoiild lie soiled Ijy

Its venoia. Poor fool, you I don't you .-ee that this is one of
Cerizet's caiumnio, of which you have made your.<e]f the

echo?"
"' cT^et has nothing,' whatever to do with it; on tln^ con-

trar-', he has noihin;: hut .irood to say of you ; hut an.-wer: how
wa it that you, iini havin;,' a sou the nijjfht hefore (and I liavo

<-ause to know thi-i. were a!)le to pay Dutoci] the round sum of

twenty-five thoii.-an<l fraiu-s the next day';'"

La Peyinde rellected a moment.
'"Xo." .-aid he. '"Dutocii did not tell you; ho i? not the

man who dare tackle nie unlc.-- it would hc' of groat hcnefit to

him. The infamous ealuinnialor is t'erizet. from whose hands
I wrung your hou-e on the Madeleiiu—Cerizet, whom, in my
kindness. I sought on hi- own dunghill to place him in an hon-
orahle position: that i- the wretch to whom a henelii is (,idy

an eiu'ouragcmeiit to furtlicr treachery. 7'm/,.v.' if I should
toll you what mamu'r of man that is, 1 should fill your heart
with loathing: in the .-pliere of nifaniy lie has discovered new-
worlds

"'
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Tliuillior tliis (iiiic iiiadc ,iii ,i[it tvplv.

"I klluw linllijii- ,i!„,lit (Vli/rt rMcpt |liroi|;,'h yoil," gaid
Ik-; "v(tu it \vii> ulio iiitrodiiccd him {„ ,,„. as a iiiimaj,'t'r, piv-
in^' every ii>Hiniii(v that li,. was ivImI.N'; hut, hv tiiakhi^' him
t.inckcT than the <lc\il, and even .illuuin- that this cMnmum-
cation Cdni.'s I'lum him. I (l,,n"t s(c, mv !,nv, that it makes you
any the uliiter."

"I was. nc <|..nht. \n hhinir in intrndnrin;: hiiv to voii ; but
we needed a man i'aniiliar with the nrwspajxT l)U>iiiess,' ami
I thou-lit hr. wnnhl answer lliat purpose. Can the depths of
mdi .«ouls ever he falhunied:- 1 thnu-ht lie had r.'formed.
After all, I .sii.l to niy.M'lf. h.. i. l„it a iiir, lianieal tool, a mere
si;rnin.i,-ina(hine. i .xp,,-!,,] to lind in hini at least the ma-
terials for a man of mimw. I .l.c-ned my.-elf, he will never
be but a man of mud."

"That's all well and ,i:ood." said Thuillicr. "hut lli.' twenty-
five thousand franes which came so opp,.rtuiielv into your
hamk whence came they? 'j'hat is uhat you fail'to explain.''
"But ii.-e a hit <if common sense." replied hi I'evrade; "a

man in my po>ition m the pay of the police, and vet so poor
that I eould not throw in the face .W that harpv, vour sister,
tfie ten thousand fraius she so insolently dciiiamled'of me, and
of whicli you were a witness."

"To end it all." said 'I'huillicr, "if you obtained the money
honestly, as I am most anxi.ms to lidieve. what prevent.s vou
tellini,' nie who <rave it to vou :"

"'I'liiif
1 eaiinol do." npli.d the barrister, "the source of

that money is a I'rofes-ional secret."

"See now, you told nie yourself that the rules of viMir order
prevented your cntcriiit: into business of anv description."

"It would Km. >lraiiue. adniittin- that I liad done something
not cpiite in ilie re-ular coiuv. that vou >hould reproaeh me
after all 1 risked for you."

"My yuu.r friend, you are trvin- to put the houmls otf the
scent, bill \ou can't piii me ..if the track : 1 am the master of
my 'onfideiice and e-^te-m. and. if I jiay you the amount stip-
ulated in the (k'vd, I take the paper into' liiv own hands."
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' '^'laimrd la iVyrad.'.
"The lUKUi'y voii hiiv.- pit iiiic tin- liii.^inos, vuiir ilmiicts
of election, all .SK riliccd )ii (iiu; taliiiiinv hmn^'lit l,v a Ceri-
zet."

"In tile first place," an.Mvered 'riiiiillier. -a new ci'itor-iri-
cliicf can »o(.n lie luimd to iv|,la<c vmi. wv de.ir iVlJou , it was
said i()n<: a<r() that n.. iriaii is m.li-pen.-al.le". As to tlie election,
I would sooiur not win it than owe it to the help ,,f ,,ik'

who
"<lo ahead :" said la I'evrade. seeiiij: that 'i'hiiillier hesi-

tated; "or. IK., rather he sil.ni. lor iii l.-s than an hour vou
will blush at voiir snsjiicions and a.-k niv pardon on v-mr
knees."

The ['roveiieal saw ihat without a confe.-sioii he w.,uld havo
the newly recovend fuluiv cut from Iniicath his I'cct. lie re-
biiinied his spei'ch with iireat ^'ravitv.

"Vou uill reiiiendjer. my friend," said lie, "that vou wen-
ahsolutely without pity, and that hy sui.jectiii^' nie to a kind
of moral torture you comp,Hcd nie to r^'veal a secret which is

not my own."

"Go on. all the same." replied Tiiuillior, "Jdl take the
whole responsibility; make me s.r the li-ht in all tliis dark-
ness, and 1 will i)e the lirsl to iv,o-nizc that I was wron^'."

"Well," .said la i'lyrade. '•ilio>e twenty-live tlKui-and francs
are the savin^^.s of a dona-tic wli.. .aiiie'with them to me ask-
injr me to [)ay her iniere-t on them."

^

"A domestic who has sivcd twciity-live thousand francs!
Strike me! it .veeni.- to me she must' have lived in a irrand
house."

"On the contrary. >he is the hoii-ek,vi)er of an old. infirm
savant: if was just on account of the improbabilit v of this
sum hcini: in her hand- that ^he wished t<. put it in mine as a
kind of fiduciarv aircnt."

"By^ my fait'h. my friend." said Thumier. in a tlipj.ant
voice, "you said we needed a romanciM. but with vour talent
we can re>t <piite ca-v. Mere"- iniau'ination !"

"How's that?" said la I'cyiade. angrily; "you don't believe
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"No, I (Intl'l 1)1 licVf Voll : tUc|lI\-flvi' tll'ill-illiil InillC-i sjivcmi

in the mtvicc -.f nil n\,\ jh-mIN .-^ur : uii\, tli;it\ .il.niii as iiviliMi

lis the (lllidT '<( the Wliilr /,.(,/// IrllMli;.' a ca.-tlc (Mil of llj.

'I'liil if I pfnvi' ihr Initli uf inv rsplanat iMn--if I let yoii

{lit ymir i'\n-^rr in thi' uoiiimI ;-"

"In thai vi\M', like Sainl-'riinma-, I -hall luwiT my iliijj

lirfor.' flic . villi ncc ; hm ymi 11111-.1 inTinit nif to wait, inv nolik

friciid, until ynu <^\\i- that iiruof."

'rilllilliiT llinilLTllt llini-i If Mljirrl).

"I would liavf ;:ivi 11 two l.iui-," >ai(l In- to liinwi'lf. "ii

Bri;:ittt' were only line in -rf !;.iw I iIhI it."

"('nine then." >aiil la I'l umiI.-. -MipituM- that wiilmul ^'oin>:

outside this odicc, and hy nicans nf a nn|i' which shall ]>as>

hcfoic ynur j'ycs. I lirini: hrfuri' \oti ihc [nr-oii from whom
I received the money

; if .-he ( unflrnis my slateiiient, shall vou
liclieve then 'r"

This profio-ition and the a,-uranee with which it was made
f-ta?,'^'ered 'rhiiiUier.

"In llial ca-e. (d" cnur.-e." replied he, chanLrini: his {mw.
'"IJiit thi- nni.M he done l.i-day. hid'nre the seance i:- over, cli

?"'

••Without piin.i,' out from here, | >aid; it sivms to mc that
is clear ciiiiultIi."

"And wlio will carry your not" uheii you have written it'"

asked Tlunllier. lie thou-ht he displayed much acumen by
lookinir afti'r each di lail.

"Who will carry 11 r" said la Peyrade. /''irhlrii .' vour
utlice lii^v ; ynu e.iii -end hiin \onr-eif."'

"\\ rile it. then/" .-.ajd 'riniillier, determined to jiusli him
to the wall.

I,a Peyrade took a .-lieet id' paper wiih the letter-head and
wroi(>. roadinLT iili'ud. a- fil!o\\-:

''t'lir T.:irnlievf i< i-e.]ne-te.l ',i ciino iniiiieil latelv on lU'.'^'nt Inisi-

II' - '
' 'I ' "l!ii-e 111' till- "I ili.i lie la I'.j.' vre, " KueSaint-IiiiiuiniiiUC-

'1''' <(w nliillier t!ie lie.irer will cindurl her. She is iinpaticntly
auaitid liy her dcvoti'd servant,

TnnonosK i.k l.\ Pkvk.ade.
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^"^WIl. will tliat suit?" ?iii(l tli.. I,,irri,-.t(>r. paspinff if In
'I'liiiillicr.

'•I'lTf.'dly," s;ii(l Tlniillicr. ;il Ihr .-iiiiic T -o tnkiuj t!i(->

i"'r.,iiiti..n tof„|,| III,, paprriiii.! to mmI it Iiim-nf. "Nou ...l.l

'li'' ad.in-s" h,. iwi.lr.l. tvtuniin;.' th.. U'ttor lu la I'rvr.i !,-.

'riiiiillicr rant,' for Collin. !.

'•Von will -n." sai.i In-, -to that n.Miv.. «-iih this „o|,..
ind the pcr>uii uil| rcliirii uiih \uii, |5ut wiJI .|„. |„. tl,,.,.,.;--

Uf asl<<<| on rrlliM I inn.

'•Mntv III;,,, ,,rnl,;,l,l,.;' rcpli..| la |',.vrad... "In nnv .vrn-
''I'licr you nor I uill ;..„ ,„it ,,f thi.^ room nntil >hv lias comt".'
I Ills matter inu-t h.- inailc clc'ir."

"(Jo!" said ThiiillitT to tlic nllice Ik.v in a theatrical man-
ner.

When they were ah.ne, ja I'.^yrade tooiv up a paper and
appeared to ho ah<orhed in its contents.

Thuillier hy thi, time was somewhat niiea>v. and re-retted
""" '" 1'"<1 ""t taken a step, the idea of whi.h had eon,, to
hirn too jati'.

"I ou-ht no, ,o have carried the matter >o far." said ho to
''imselt; "I .hould l,a\,. t,.rn up th.. nof..." 'I'hcn trvin.' to
^h.,w that he nMnstate.i la P.-yra.ie ,n the position from which
he had threaten.'.! to .iismiss him:

"Oh, sai.l !,.•, "I ha\.. ju>i ,.,,,11.- fi-o,n il„. „rinter- thenew tyj... has arnv.-.l: u,. ,,„,. 1 tlnnk. i.ia.ke -iir" a,>'M.arauc.
io-morrow." '

'

l.a I'cyrad.. made no replv. hut irot up an. I conlinu...! t.. read
iiis [laper n.^irer the wini!,,u.

"ile is ve.xed." said Tliuilli,.r to himself; '-well if he is
innoc.nt. he is lik.. t., h,.; hut why, after all, should ho have
iTousrht such a man as C.'rix.l h.To?"
Th.n, to hi.l.. his ..nihana.-ment and pr..oecur)ation. he

sat down at the ...lito,-'. table, took a Ictter-lu.ad shc.t of paper
•"id herran to writ.'.

'

La P.'yi-a.le. on his juirt. returned to th.. lai.le, took up ^.une
i.ap..r an.l with f,.v..ri>h rapl.l.ty wrote lik.. a n>an wh.. is
vn'leiilly a.miat,.,!, makm- ih,. j„.n fai,-lv t!v across the paper
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'i'liiiilli(>r from tlic cDnuT nf liis cyo tried Iiiird to .^oo what
111 IVvradc u;i- writir.LT; he noticed it Wiis arraii^^'d in num-
liered jiarau'rapli-

:

"Hallo!" .-aid lie. "are voii draftincra new law?"

"Vo?," answered I'eyradc eoldly, "llie law of the van-

i|iii.-lie(]."

Soon after the hoy o])iiii il tin* ilour and introinieeij Mnie.

lianibert, who arrivod loiikiiiL,^ rather afraid.

"Voii arc Mailanir I-anihcrt ?"" asked 'riinillier. in the tone

of a inaunsirate.

"^ es, nionsienr." replied the devotee, in an anxious voice.

Ii'eijuestin^^ her to III' -rated and noiirinLC that the otTiee

boy rernaiiieil as if expci-t niLr furiher ordrrs:

"That will dn," .~aid 'riiiiillii'r, ",uo ; and admit no one."

'I'lie (gravity and lordly tone of 'I'lmillier incri'asrd tlu'

cnKttion of .Madani'' Lamhort. She had exjiretei] to meet
otdy la I'eyrade, and .-he hmnd hei'-rlf in liio prosenee of a

stranger with a stern air. while ilir .kK.k atr. who merely

haliiti'd her, did not s|icak a word : moi'<'M\rr. the scene took

place in a new -paper otll,i', .-nid we all know thai, particularly

in tlie eye.- of dcvoli'e-. r\crylhini: that has lo do with the press

wivors of the infernal and diaholical,

"Well, my dear frliow." said 'i'hiiillier to the liarrister,

"it srcm- to me that nothiiiu'' himler- your ixpiainini: to

niadame wiiy you have sent for her."

In ordt I' to reiiH'Xc all -u-pieinn from the mind of 'riniillier,

la Peyrade rc-olved to treat the '"aiti-r openly and without

])reparation.

"We wish to ask yirti, niadam(\"' ,-aid la I'eyraile I'.r iihrvpht,

"if it is not true that ahoui two and .1 half nnmtl'.s airo you

placed in my hand.-, subject to interc-t, the sum of tnintv-

ilvo thousand franc-;?'"

Madame J.amhert could not restrain a start, though she

felt the e'.i'S of hot h ucre llxed upon he!'.

"Our l.iord alioNcI" slie exclaimed, "and where should 1

j:el such a sum as that
!'"

La Peyrade showcil n.o siini of tlu' uneasiness he mii:lil ha\e

been supposed to experiouco.
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As for J.'rniMo 1"liiiilliiT. ulin ii,)\v nl,-, n, ,.il at liini with
' iiirin.iieratiirii :

"Vou .«((_', inv (Icir iVIliiw—— " .siid he.

".So,- went on tlic I'mwinal. "you aiv .|iiitt' i-criain, ma-
lamp, thai ymi dnl not jilaiv in niy hands ';. Miin of twcnts-
':v<' Ihousind franc,-: vuu d.rlaiv i(

' ),,„ ,.,,;!(! >\v,.ar to
iliis?"

"Why. rnon?irnr, is it at all lik.dx (h r t wi.niv-fvc ih.ni-
^aTul frillies and a puor unman like l.,;^...!^ \v.,iil',i ,.\rr pass
ihroii^rl, the saiiH' dn.n-:- Kmmi the liii'l,. 1 i,ad i,as -,,„. to
'irip the h.)n-.'kr,.|iin.i: of that piior. dear -viiilcniaii wIiom-
HTvant I have Ii.tii for tucntv vears."

"'ihis."" said the iK.nipuii, Thnillirr. "x-cnis iinan.-ucrahlo."
La Peyradc showrd no si-n of annoNaiicc; nn the coriirarv,

'h' seemed to ha\e an air n( jilayin^^ into the hand of Thiii'l-
lier

:

"Vou hear, my dear .Mr." .slid he to him, "and if n.^v^sary
I shall call up<.ii yon i., ,.,, testify, that niadaiiie here neveV
lad twenty-five lliMii.siMd francs; enn.-eciiientlv she eniild nnt
liave given thai ana.nn; i., me; aid as tiie'iidtarv Diipnis,
Aith wlinii, I fan- ;,,l I had phic-d liimi. left Paris thi- morn-
ing for l'.riiss, N. carr\ing uith liini all his clients' money. I

have a clear account with inadanie. and the lli-lit of the notarv
Dupuis

"'idle iiolarv Dnpiiis ha.- ahseoiided :""
cried Mine. Lam-

liert. carried away hv tiii- divadfnl news out (d' licp usual
dulcet tones and Chrisiian resignation; "the wretch, the
Villain, when only this morning he took the communion at
'I. Jacqie - du liant-Pas."

"That was douhtless to pray fnr a safe journev." replied
:.i I'eyrade.

"Monsieur can talk ligh'lv eiioiigli ahout it." continued
Mme. Lanihert. "hut that hrigand has carried off all my
sivings; hut I gave them to monsieur, and monsieur, of
'ourse, is responsihie for them: he is the (m!v one I know in
the matter."'

"Hein!" said la J'cyrade to Thuillicr. pointing lo .\[mp.



ni;s Till-: Ml 1)1)1. i: ( i.AssKs

LaiiihtTl, whuM' (lctiii';ni(»r 1:,h1 smiirihiiitj: <<{ n slic-wdlf wIk
has liad her \\Iic|j»< ravi.-licii IV..m Imt; "i.- that nature';' tc!

IMC. liavi. ui' :.;ii|iin up tlii< ciMiir.h ?""

"1 am NjMvcliic-,-,"" rcplir.l 'I'luiillicr. "at the audacity ol

lliat ( 'rrizi't ; struck diuiili \)\ niy own :^tn[)i(litv. I can bul

>uiTcniliT at di.-crcii.in.""

'•.\L;.lanM'."" said la Tcyrado .izayly. "will plcaso cxcuso iiu

I'.a- alarmiu-- licr. il \\a- an al)Miluic iicccs-ity. Tlic iintarx

I'upiii,- i-cniaiu- a pmu- p'ntlcman. and incapalilc of itijuriuu

Ills c-licnls. \k\u- money is always -afc in his hands. As t;

this .LTcinlcman, to whom it was ni'cssafy for mc to <s'i\g proof
that y.tu lia.i really put this money in my hands, your secret

is as .-al'c with iiim a.~ with nie."

••\ cry i:ood. m.in.Hcur."" sai.i Mmc. Lambert, "then vou
have nothiniT m.irc to say to luoy"

"No. niy dear madanie, except to Ih'lt yi)ur pardon for the

sliLrht friudit we caused you."'

Madame i.amhcrt. started to lak. her leave with everv sign
of the mo>t ri'S[iectful humility: hut when >he had reached
til.' do.u- she rctraicd In r stejis went up to la I'cyrade, and
said in dulc.-l tones;

"When d>>,'< monsieur ihiid^ it will sua him to return my
mojicy;-"'

"I told y.iu." rcplii'.l la Tcyrad.' c..Mly. "that notaries do
not return on d.^mand tl:.' m.uiey tli.y hav.' investcil,"'

"Does monsieur lliiid; that if I sliould go mv-eif to Mo!i-
sieur Dupui.-' olli.c. and ask liim if it wouhl he cnvcu-
ieiit

""

"I think." replied the advocate sharply, 'Mhat in going to hi-

oliice you woidd he taking a i-idi,ul.>us step. II.' received th'
money fnuu me. in my name, as you desireil. and rcv'ognize.s

only niysi'lf in the hu-inc-s."

'•"Tlicn, monsieur will arrange, will he not. t.> return this

small sum, wliich i- a tritlc for liim? 1 .-hall not press mon-
sieur at present, hut in two or three months I may need the

money. 1 have heai'd of a small [iroperty wlm-h inav be d"-
sirahh'."'
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lor til'

"Very well, ^[adaiiic I.iiiiIhti." ivplinl rcvrado. scarcely
rc>lraiTiiii,ir ]u> irrita! ion. - shall lie as yon" ilcsirc: and I

hope yoii will have your inoib , >.i(,iicr ilian ymi expect."
"Monsieur is not angry?" sai<l the >aint. ""lie always told

iiie that on tlie fir>l indiscretion on my part
"

"^('s. yos, that is all understood," said thi' Provencal, in-
ierru])tinu- her.

"Then I have the Jionor (o he the .irentli'iiien's verv liiiniblo
servant," said the dcNotee, linally taking' her dejiai'tnre.

"> oil .see. my dear I'elhnv." said Theod(i>e. when lie and
Thiiillierwere alone, "into what a .-^crape your .-ick imauinatinu
!!;i> hrouirht nie. The deht was dormaiU. in a climnic Mate;
}'<\i have eaused it to jiass into the acute stage. N'ow she will
pivss for it."

"I iiin ashamed, my dear friend, ol' my silly crednlitv; hm
'I'-n't he niiea.-y nlioiit that matter, we can arrange ali iha!,
even if ] have to go your security or make an advance on the
'edding dot."

"For tlie rest, my c-xcelleiit friend." .slid la Piyrade. "we
will hegin hy taking >tock of our mutual relation.-liip : I Iiave
lo appetite for being haled up vxrvy morning and interrogate<|
.1- to my eondiiet : jn-t now wlii!e we awaited that wonuiii I
•''''" "P •' I'ltl'' monioraiidiim which we will laik over and
.-iirn. by your leave, helore wo i.--ne the !ir.-t nunilj-r."

"But in our deed of partnership." .-aid Thuiilier. "it set^ms
to me we have a chart

"

"That by a paltry forfeit of five thou-aiid frano. a< bv
l.ni^e 11." interrupted Theodo-e, "y,,u can. when ymi wish.

I'Ut me in the >oup. Thank you I we will have sometiiing
'itlier more definite."

At this moment entered (Vrizet with the triumphmt air of
I conipieror.

•'-My masters." said he. "1 liave broiiLdit the capital, and
ill an hour the -ecurity can bi' perlecied."

But seeing tliat the news was received witii marked fri-
jiditv:

Weil," said he. "what's up now
24
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"It i- this," said 'rimilliir. "that I rcfu-r to assnciate wit

(]oiihl(-fai il iiicii ami calniimialnr-. ; ur havi' u.-i' lor iicilhi

V'Hi nor _\. air inoiic\. aiui I be::- viai to in lonircr honor tlio;

premises with your (•oni|ian\
.""

Well : u..|; ! uvll :" sml (\''riz(t, "so Papa 'rhuillier has a

lowt'd liini.-cif to lie cauLTht aLrain."

"CJo awav."" said Thuillicr. "wc have iio usi> for you."
'.My bo\,"" said Ceri/.ct lo hi reyrade. "n -cmis tliat you'v

twi^tci' the _i:ood hourp'ois round your liu'jvr aLrain. Wei
he's iioi the invenior of the jiiml inLr-]'re— ; and as for voi

we have xm'Ii ilie kind of uork you can turn mit. Weh,
i!oe>n t matter, hut iieverthe!r~< ynu were wronir in not ealliu

uj)on (hi I'orlaiL I shall trU him "

"\\ ill you L'o away, mon-ieur?'" < ried 'j'iiuillier. threatei

"Alter all, i:i\ dear i-ir." eoiitiiiurd the n.-urer. "it was IK

I that looknl \mu up. I ua.s doinir well enou,u-h hefore yo
sent, for me. and 1 >hall do ipiiir a- well after. Oidy try t

avoid payini: that tuetity-five thousand I'ranes out of you
own pocket, for tliat's ihreateninu- vou."

As h(> said ihi,- Cerixet ri'plaeed his pnikeld)ook containin
the ea>h in his hreast-]iocket. and. after smoothing his hat o
his coat .-leevc, went leat.

Thuillier Iiad heen hd hy li-teiiinLT to Cerizet iuto a mos
disastrous eampaiu-n. ilecoine ihi' huniMe servant of de !

Peyrade, he was compelled to Imw i.) his (-onditions: fiv

Imndred francs a moiiih for the harrister's services on th

paper: his editorship of the journal to he paid for at the rat

of filty francs per eolunm— an enormous Mini, takiiiix int

accoim; the >mall size of the sheet : a pledge to issue the [lapc

for at lea>t six months, under a forfeit <if lifteen thousam
fninc- : the ino-t ah-ohite oiiinijiwicuce a~ ediior-in-ehief. bein;

free to insert, aher. or reject any article without being coin

jielled to explain hi- reasons therefor: these were the stipula

lions signed in duplicate hy both parties in "good faith."'

But. in virtue of another pri\ate ai:reenicnt. Thuillier gav
sc'ciirity for the payment of the sum of Iweiitv-iive thousaiK
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fran.-s fnr ulu.h 1,, i',.yn,.l,. u-.< a, ount.I.!,. to th. <].v„uv
'''• "'"' ^'^""" '^' IV.v^'l.'- bin.|,,„r l,„n,..ir. in ,,,.„ „,,
• I.iynu.nt u,-,- n..|inn.,| l„.r,„v I,,, niarru^,. wuh MU.. (',,11,,.

^ '"*'/""''' ''''^'- I'l'""- l-ack-nouK.l.v thr s;nd s„„, „> l,..i,r^
'""'^''.""'"^"•^•'""" "ftl,(w/o/. Ii. thisinu'cnion. ,nann,r
tlH'craity iVn, n:;,l Mw,-,r.|.,l in .v.nl.n^ tlu'. lau whu-h pn.-
^i'i''> ai:.n„~t sn.l, fnnMallin,: nf th,. cnn^.l.i-ati.,,, ,h,,i-
^^'""•<l '" 'I'" >narna,...-,<.nlnu-t. F.,r wa- im, this sun. of
'^v.nty-fivo (liMisHMl fran.. f„r ulii, h Thnilli.r ha,l „o-unty until ,1,,. r.Mu-lwMnn of a i.n.hl.nial.Val marria>v anal turfcit :

"~
'

Matters brin-: ilms ar-'an.. ,! an,l ..v.rvthin^r bnnir auvpted
''' "'* 'f'^lxlat.' uh., W 1„. 1„M I;, I'„v,,„l,, „.„M „,j „„
"lancc o( ]u< rlc-tion. Thiiill,,.,- l:a,l a Iianpv il,ou-hi Ho
•'-'nt to the Cirqu.-OIyinpi.iu... ^y]u^vv 1„. nMnnnlM.rr.l in tlio
•-x-ollR-o a f.,n,„.r ,,„plnv,-. ,n l,i. hurrau-a man naum]
M-iiry~to u-|„„n hr pn-jn,.,.,! tli.. pu.itiMn as n.ana-or \n

'
'I soldier, a -ou,l .hot and rapKal >unnNnian. Fleurv would

• pi-opc^rly rop,, i,.d in a neuspaprr olli,,.. Sot lr<s flrver
the., art of -Joadin- his (.vduors a dan.r.- Ir. was the lirst

|.rk in the Hureau of Fmaiu-e to Im on the in::enious idea
t itiventinf^ spnnous Miits against his .alarv. thus prevent, n^-

'.',r rol eetion of anv ]v:^n\ altaehin,.n.s that nu^hi h. talu.,r
He took the same pnKr,,dn,;,s lo pivMrvo from' his ere.litors
he three thousand three hundred an.l ihirtv-three frane.
JMrty-three eentimes. vhiel, uvro ivpiired hv'the hiu- to bo
-;l>osited m his nam,.. The workin.^^ statf beinir thus con-
titutcd. the first number was launched.

Thuillier now resurn...] his explorations at)out Paris vorv
•nueh as lie did on iho publication of l„s pamphlet. Walkin-
^:iio a m.dinj:-room or cafe, he wuuid ask for the "flcho do hi
..ievre,- and when, as was unfortunately too often the casp
"" was told they did not know .d' smh a paper-
"This is incredible!- he would exclaim, "that a place withMy ^[.retcnsions to rcpcct ,1 ,cs not take such a popular

Then he would depart in di^lain. without se,.in- that (n
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iii.iiiv phicr.. wIktc ihis (li'uiniiifr'j dod^v was (|uitf uiule:
^t^l.l| llu'V \W !•( ], I Hull i 11,1,' lllliirr llis llOSO.

'I'hc cvriiiii-- of ill,, (lay df the siliilatory article, 15ri<,'itt(

alliHiii-!i It wa- not Sun. lay. liail lirr >aluii thniii,i,a'cl. Rvcoi
cilrd uiiii la |',.\ r.ulc, u Iioni lur bmiluT had lir()u;.'lit to dimu
tliu (jld maid \\(M;i ,-.! far as lo >ay that liis l.'adin;: .•.lilnria! wa
•' "liil- '"'" iviiiainiKi- .-I' ilu' ciiuiiian} said ilic j)ul)lic \va

drli-lilrd with ihr llr.M niinilMT. The jud. lie ! v\vv\ nnW kiiou
"hai thai i~: ihi- man win. has hniiichrd a i'rw lines in |irin

u|Mm a ini.-iim: wnrid has his puhlir in hv.' or six inlimalc;
\vl!". I'rMni a d.-.-irc lo avoid a i|iiarivl with the aiUhor. inak
siinic fa\-iiraiii(' cKmmrni iijinn his lucuhral ions.

"As fur jiiyMJr." said (nllivillr, "I can sa\ that it is th
first |in|i'ical cdilnri.-il that did not send me to shv])."

"Ii IS irHain."" -aid I'hcllion. "tliat the editorial appear
to me to he ^lampeil wilh viu'or eomhined with an .\ttic styl

wiiHi'i wv. may search in \ain fop in the columns of the ordi
nary public print.-."

"^es. >acl 1)mioc(|, "iI i> Very wc]] put; and there is ;

sty'i' of eleuancc aiionl it iioi often foun.l. Hut wo must sei

liow ii keep- up. I iniieve that to-morrow the 'ficho de h

i)ie\re' will lie luliei'lv atlacked hy tile other journal>."
"J'liih/ri/ .'" y.Wil 'I'iiuiilier, "ihai i> just what we want. I

the i;o\e!'nnieilt would he ;jMod e!ioiii;h tO SelZe ns "

"d'hank y.ui. palroii." .-aid i-'ieui-y, whom Thuillier had als^

brought lo dinner. "1 would prefci- noi to enter so soon tipoi

the e\erci,-e of niy function-."

"Oh. seizeil," said l>iUoc(| "you wiil not be seized, but I

think the mini-tci'ial journal- will ;j-i\e vou a broad.-i(h'."

The ne\t dav Thuillii'r was eai'l} at the otlice, to be tli(

lir-i to nieei the f.irmiilihle fir,, of tl,,. ;:::;;i;-tcr;a! pre.-s

Afler lookini: llironi^h evcry paper he found that not one ol

them liad even mentioned the "Keho de la Bievre." no nion
than if it did not e.xist. When la I'eyrade arrived he fount
llis unhappy friend in despair.

"'idiat is nothin,ir to be surpris(^d at," said la Pevrade
tranquilly. '"I let you enjoy yourself yesterday in the hopi



THK MIDDIJ.: ( l.ASSKS o-.,

under. I '
" '"'' •n<o„„i,.r unh ih,. )„,...: hut I wll know that ii ^v.^<

"""' .""'''^•l.^ Ili^n any incniinn ,,f u^ u,,„l.l a,,,„.;,r i,, il„.

";';"'"- '';'!"'" '•- '"" '^''y imprr, 1h-.,„;:I„ „ut will, ,m,v
''ll'^'ncy. l.oun.l tuhr u,..t with a n.n.pirarv ,.f >,lHur wliu.j,
-l> tor a lnrliii::lii. juid >Mni..|mi,.> (,„ nionili-'""
••A r,.n-pu,u.y „r Hl,n....:- .Hi,...,! ThuilluT. a,lnnnn;rlv
"''''•I ""t undrrstan.l whai tlii> nirant. hu. tlir w„r,l> had
uraiid .M.iind and appralrd in ih,. in.a-, nal,..„. Tlim hi

I'vra.lc ..vjdaiiM.l .ha. Uy a.^ivniH .,. no ...w journal wa.
;

'ntinn.d l.v .he ntli,.,> Irs. ,t nu.^h. m-.-v,. .o adv.-niM. th.-
^"•hn- Ih,- .•xplana.inn wa> n,,t .o ^nnd a> ,h. phra^,..
'"' '""i'll" '1^'- i> -v.,- (In,- wn,-d. ar. ,.,„n. which „a-.
'^:'"".. question. For a word !. h,.,.,,nu- .^al.rd or aha..]
"' '"-^"'f '"• ^'Pl'laud. Wi.h a word h. can !,- hnnnd.t t,,'

'Kc a r.-volution an.l ov,.,-.h.-ow th,. ^-ouTninm. C lias
' "-en.

I'"l f'"' .)""n.al was simply a m.ans i,. an end.--.h,. ,.|,r-
1 "t liiuillier. whic-h had Lvn in.inua.cd .a.!,,.,- ,ha„

-••nl.v s.a.rd ,n the .a.-ly nun.h.-is. I„ a (r^v (h.v. a iHier
in sfvral electors appeared tliankini: the "ftcho- for its

^'M >tand and iheir del.-ate in the Cou.ual for lookin-.- after
;- ucllan.ofhi> district. "Thi^ altitude.- .aid thc^cttcr.
'^•id hrou-ht down upon hint the persecution of the -overn-

nt which, trailed in the wake of forei-n powers, had saeri-'
1
oland and .-old it.-eif to Kn-land. The arro„,l,.se,ne„t

"led to represent it in the Chaniber a ni.n of de.-i.led c<,n-
nons. who. hoMina firmly aloft the banner .,f opposition 1„

• • .lyna.sty. would hy tlie mere wei.irhl of his name, he an
•ct li'-soii to those in pow.

iMiiphasized by a skilful

vrade. this letter

er.

conimentarv from tl

.s|l;ileil 1)',

le pell of la

mts ol the house in Hue Saint-l)i
'111 supplied the paper for t

and Mi'tivier. boil

<>niini(pie. the hitn-r of

I)ers formerly patmtiized by BriLdtt

le journal. .\,arlv all the >h

the election, sii u-e hi'r niiirratioii.

irade with—Tlmillier's
|

. and finally I'liell ion's si

e. and whom, in \ iew
be bad still continued

ihysician. apothecary, and archi-
ni-indaw. Barniol, who jirofessed
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vcn rjiilii ;il <i[MIlin||- liiid liki^ui-.' .-ii^llrd this letter. As

IMlellioll. he I'liili : ihe >lale||lenl- \nii
|
irnlH ill need, ilinl illw

'wilhiiUt feiir :l- Ullhnill rej]ru:ieh." Mllll>iU;^'h he Illi.U'ht h

thoiiL'ht ihiii hi- refu-.il wmilil injure his xmV luvc all'airs

he h;|il hr;l\el V hi'hl ;llnii|'.

'I'hi- lri;il halhum hinl the hapjiie-t ell'eet ; the ten or fwt

names thll- |ire--eil Id the front were ihii-e \vhi> ( .-lip|)l)SCll

reprCMMlleil the Will (if the elecinr- aiu! wcre ealled "the V(

of the i|uarter." 'I'lnis fi'mn the >tari 'rhiiillicr's eaii(li(hi1

had taken on -urh ]iro[iorl H'li- that Minard hesitated ah

jiultiiiLr hi- ou II elaiiii- ill rivalr\ .

liri^^ilte was deULihieil wiiii tile ci.iir-e of events; she r

nriri'd lliat it \va~ hi,L;h time the niariiai^e was arranfred; i

Thuiilier the nmiv n a'lii\ (diiieided m this view of tfio n

ter, as lie was edii-t.iiuly ill fear of liiidiiiu' himself in a pi

lion where hi' wmild ! hli-ed In p,n the >am for which

had LToiie M'ciiriiy. A llionumli explanation liad taken pi

lietweeii the l'ro\ei'i a! and tlh' old maid. She eoneeaIe<l fr

liiin none <<{' the ippreheiisions .-lie had felt in re<.'ard to

niaintenaiiie ni' inr .-o\erei;:n antlmritw when a son-in-law

his s|iirit and eharaclei' >huuld luToiiie e-tahlished in

house; and fiiriiier said that unle-s they eouhl airree it w

lietter that he ,-liould lia\e his own home, addini:: "We .sho

not he the less friend- for that.""

I.a I'eyrade implied hy tellini:- her th.at notliin,? was furt

from his tlioii-liis. noiliint,'' in I lie world could induoo bin:

consent to >ueh an arranireiiienl ; on the e -ntrary. he recko

nnioiiL'' llic chief chances for his future happincs.- the feel

of .-ecuriiv he Would lia\e that the dome-lie atl'airs of

hon.-ehold would he so Well iiiaiiaiicd hy FJrii^nttiv lie wo

have cnou,L;h to dn to alleiid to his out-ido atl'iir^; and

cmild not under-tand why he ,-hould he su[ipo.-ed to think

nicddliiiL'' with mailers with which lu' was entirely ur

qnainted. In -hort, he so completely reassured her tliat

urtred upon lum that immediato steps be taken for

publication of the banns and t!ie siLMiinu'' of the niarri

contract. She. her-elf, w.-i- to nieniion the subject to Cele

and see that the agreed to the propo^al wiihuut demui.



\i'V. As to

iml alwavs

iiiirlit ha\o

iitl'airs,

—

I or twflv'

ipposcdl'.
)

'the Vdiic

aiididalurc

att'd about

; ; she now

iiifTtMl : and

>f tlio miit-

in a poM-

r which lir

aki'U phirc

im1i'<1 from

rani to the

ii-in-law (^f

hmI in till'

rcc it were

Wo should

i-as further

ueo him to

le reckoned

the fccliii!:

lir.-; of his

llc wouid

r> : and he

lo think (d'

rely unac-

•r that slit'

Ml for the

> marriage

to Celeste,

IIui.

TIIK MiDlil.K CI.ASSKS 375

"My <!car child." -.nd ^1 nc mornin-. -1 think vou liavo
L'lv.-n lip all Ihoii^!,!- nf l,,.,-.,,,,,,,.^- |.v.|i, I'l,,.!!,,,,,-, ;^.j,.,,_ ,,,
''" '"'-'

P'"'-''- '" '- i'i"i''' an alhci.M ilian ever, and l.e<i,|e.

>"" '""' '"'^•' ""'""'I ynurMdf thai hi- mind i> unhiii-ed'
\l Mad me .Mina.M-- v,,,, ha\. -,,.„ M:u]nuu- MarmiN. uh,.
"'••"•'•'•'I " pror,.-,,r. an oilircr of ihe I.,.;:,,,!, of ||ot,or and
'vena memherof :h,. InMitute. Th.Te eonid bono more un-
h.-iir.v \v<mian: her InidMnd has lak.M. Iut to liw at the rear
"f liie laixomt,onr-. near lii,- I.'u,. Xotre-Dame .!,.. Chanip.

I"

111'' i;ue Dn-iKiy-Trouin. a >tnvi th;„ i. „,.,,h,r p.,ved m.r
li,i;iited. When he ,-oe> ont he d,.,., not know wlii.d. wav ho
1.^ walkin-: he fimU hnn^df in th,. Champ de Mar. when he
"leant -oiiii: to the Fauhonr- l>,,i-nnniere ; he is incapable of
-veil ,ir,vni- hi> ;,ddn-~ lo a hack-driver: and he is so ab^.-nt-
minded that he .locMn know whether or not he has had his
'liiin..r. Von can ima-itio what kind of a time a wife mnst
hav.. with a man who has alwavs jrot hi> no>,. in a -la-- look-
in,!: ai stars.

'-IJut 1-Ydi.\.- said Celeste, "is not as alwcni-nnnded a< all
that.

"Of c,,uive not: he's miuh yoiin-er: !„;! !.\ the time he
reaches that a.-e both his ab-.-nce of niiml and his atheism will
merea.-e: we are all of on,, accord that he i- not a suitable
hu.dmnd tor yon: your mother, vour father. Thnillier. and
my.-elf—everybody in the hoii-,. that has aiiv common sense—
Have decided, ihercforc. that ym, -hall take hi I'evrade a man
ot the world, who will make his own wav. who has nMidercd
lis very .trreat .services, and w!,o. ]„. -s. is sroin- to make
vour -odfatlxT deputy. We >haU ^dve vou on his
:i'r.)unt a much larirer Jul than we intended ^jivin^' anv other
Jmsband. So it must be eon.idered as settled. The banns
uill 1)0 published, and a we(d< fn.m to-dav the contract will
bo sipied. There will b<. a -rand dinner for the parents and
tnends, and then an evenin- partv. when the contract will
''0 signed and your trou.-cau and presents displaved: and a.s
I intend to mana-e the all'air 1 can a.vsure vou tlilit it will be
in style, especially if vou do not act like a child, but vield
pleasantly to our dei ision."'
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'I'.iil. AmiiI I'ri,::iil.'."" I.i'_'.iii <'rl. •-!(•. iimiillv.

'I'lirn ",, III! •lull' iili(Mit ii, iiur "if-" ciiliiT."' rcplii'd llif

nld iiiiiii!, iir;M'niiti-l\ . 'll'- ;ill l;iiii mit iiini will lir carrit'tl

lliruu:jli mil.—. iii;hlriii..i^''!lc. ym think ymi k;in\v iiiorr than

vnlir I'chil l\i
-.""

"i \ull i\n a- Vnll ui-ll, lilV limit," mi-UCfctl Crlotc, will)

IVIt ii,~ iliiiii-h a ( Imid liiiil liur.-l ali'ivr licr head; >lic kiU'W

(iiil\ I'M) Will lliat -111' iiad ii.it till' .-Ifri'u'tli li> .-InijrL'lc ii^'iiiii.-I

the irmi will that had jii-t |iniiinmi.r(| licr dmiii Slii' went

In |i./lir liiT t:!'!!'!'-^ lllln tllf hn-iiiii i,|' |irr ^i mI Hint ilrr, liUt MlllC.

'riiiullhT ad\i-rd iT-i'^:iai lull mid |iat innf ; tlic pnor cliild

Miw tlirir \\a- 1!"! i'\( II ,1 ii;i--i\i' I'c- i -t a iici' to 1m' JiMiki'd fur in

tliat i|iiai1ir; lui' -ariii'i.' wn- \- in nail;; ai-c<iiii|)li.-lifd.

l'nTi|iilatin;; hii'-clf uiih l'nii/._v inid thi> iirw -pluTc td'

activiiN uhiili had cMnif iiitn liiT lil'r. I'.ri.i,Mtti' at nucc m-
Irrrd npMii ;i la 111 |

' 1 i 'J 11 In |ii'rpm-i' till' tfniw>sran and iinrciiasi'

tlh' wi'ddiiiL:- ]iri-riit.-. l.ikr all nii-rr- w Im iipdii ;_MMnd dc-

(a-ii>!i-. ilii'Kv di!' ill. Ml- did lial)it> and ( harai tcri>I us, liic (dd

iiiiiid cdiild liiid iidihinu 111 lint il'iil riidii-h. and fairly tlirrw

iiidiii'\ diit iif thd \'.iiidd\\ : >d thiit up id ihd diiy ,-ft i'dr -iirii-

iiiL' thd (diitract, till' jiWcl.T. till' div--iiiaki r. the liiicn-ilfapiT,

till' niilhnrr. tln' nplidl-tiTiT. all clid-dn i'l'diii tlic nu)>t t'a>h-

idiiiilil.. lidii-i-. idiiiiw! iivrd at i'>ri'_'ilti'"> iidnsi'. '"It is liki-

ii ]ird(i'~>idn." >a!d Jd>rpliiii(' tin' cdnk In the Miiiards'

l'"ran<di-r ; 'iVniii iiidniiii;„' till iiiiiht tlu' hi'll i- riii.i^inu'-"

Till' diniii-i- \\a~ drdi'i'i'd frdin ('hnhdi mid I'otrl, imt friMii

Chcvi'i : liir hy dnin'j- ilm- Iiriu'itli' srt Iht i 'tiativf and

proMil Iht ciiiaiiiipat inn frmn Mnic. do (iodolld. 'I'hi' party

\va> Id cdii-i-i df ihi' i'dlldwinir: Tlirt'i' 'riiuillicrs, tlirco

( 'dllivillc-. idiintinLr till' fiitufi' hrid.': la i'cyradi'. \ho suitdr;

i)ntnci| mill i'h'iirv (the inanaL''i'r of the "fx'ho dc la Hii'vi't'"),

who liad hr.n inviti'd as witni'>si',-, \\u^ r('>triclt'd nuniher of

ri'Ialivt's haviiii: im chdici'; Miiiard and iJalidurdin. chosen

a- wiiiirr-i- nil Itrliair dt' ( 'iMi'-t •' ; Madame and Madi'inoisclJo

Minard. and Minanl juiiidr: iwu id' 'rimillicr's Cdllcairues in

till' ( idiirr.-il ('diinci! : thd nutarv Hiipni^. wIid was to dnnv up

tilt' cdiitrait : and tinallv the Abhe (Jondriii. .Madanif Tluiil-
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IhtV Jind Colo^lc's (onfesM.r, ulw. u;is to >.)l<iniii/r ih,. m.ir-
vr.v^v. 'riic lust of tile invited -iir.-is wa-, ,111 (,|.| ximr nf
S,iint-.l,i(<|iirs <Iu llaiit-l'as, who.-., -nnid , I,m.mii..- ..( min-
:i'r.- iiiid iilMlily ;i.- ,1 piv;icli.T liud \r,\ lli.. .m '

lH-iH.|, i,,

innisfcr hiin fmni llir po..r p;irisli wlicn- ii,' ha., mad., his
l^'hllt Id Ihf aM-tnrlMtic Chuivh nl' til,' M adflcl llr. ,>lii,-,. Jus
Mil, pniitciits had a-aiii hc.niiic his [lai-i.-hinniTs. th.- \,,i;iu'
d.l.r sdiiictiiii.'s visited ihciii; and 'rhuHliir, win. h.id" -.nio
1" c.vplaiii to him in Iiis ,<\\\\ fa-hmn 1 he liliics,-. id" thf (!i..iic

'' '''I'l 'ii.i'l'' I'l ihc [1.T-..11 ..r hi i'lM-ad.-. takiii- jiain^ t.)

'iii-ivpr.-cnt tiic ndi-inii, vicu - ..f I'..liv INi.Mln.n.'liad ranlv
"l.iainrd liis ('(.nMnt to cMniiihii!.' hi.- .-iii.i.'ih ami p.Tsua.MVo
I'l.Mjucncc to ciiiniilctc tile VH'liiuV iVM.L'ii.il :..::. Whi'ii t!i.>

iimi' caiiK" to take tlicir phu i ,- a! tal>'c thi-.-.' ;:iii's(- wen-
missin-- two .Miiiards falh.-r an. I .-.,n. ami t!i.. ii.,iarv Dii-
I'ui*. The latter had «;iMiii in ih,. iiKirniiijT .'aviii::- thai i!

Has iiniios.-ii.lc lor liini to he at the dinmT, but that h- wmild
:irnvo with ihi- conti-ad at nim- o"c|m.1; prcoirH-lv. and h.^ at the
•vr\kv nf MadcinoiMdle 'riiuillicr. .Iiiliaii :\I:i!ai-d, s.iM hi,
MiotlnT. was siiflVrin.ir wiili a ,-c\riv .m.iv I'lr..,,; : .M^af.I
-.•nior"s alisciici' was nncNplairicI hy Mm.'. >!:'m!-!. I,;;; -lie

i--:Jp'<] them not to wait I'.ir him, as ii.' w.niM a -nivd'v (..me
:ati'r. 15ri<.'itlf on tins ordi-ivd the .~,.!-p t.. 1..- k, •.! h-.i f,,r

hum for. ..cfordin.L^ to the inid<l!i'-(hi-- co,!. i,f n'lann.Ts. ;i

imiiiT without >oiip is not a (iiiincr at a'!.

The meal was anythin'r hut chccrfnl : t!i.' faiv wa- h.ttci-.
i.iit the life and animation whicli had ;;-r,-: ,

1 tli.. fain. in- iiomi-
iiation l)an<|ii..i were sadly lniv-inL^ The ah-, n.^ of th:o.' of
ilu' .fuests may have h(vn one caii.-i.: th i; I'lavi.. wa- vitv
-duin: sh.. had had an intiTvirw with la I'l^ri.!,. at her owii
fionsc which hail (.n.h'd in tears; (

•.'.l.',-i... cv ! ha.i she he- 11

happy in luT choice, conhl not w.-ll. a..- a ina't,.!- of projirictv,
' avc shown too ?imch joy on ]v\- counlenan.-e ; she inadi> ri >

ttcinpt to hriu'hteii a sorrowful face, and d.iiv.l ii,,i jn,,'; .,1.

ii. r L'oflmothcr. who^.. appearanc.' hioki'd. so to speak, like one
''ti.i: hieat. 'I'he poor ej,-], H.einij this, fear,.,] to c.\chanL'»> a
"'k witli her. lest she mielit hring tears to her eves. Thuil-
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litr had now ht'cotnc nf >ikIi importanfc that lie was (^tilT

hikI jiiiiiipoiis : whih- Mri;,'itlr. limliii;: hrr-«H' no I'iiil'< r in her

own unrhl. uhiTr >\u' rci;jni'il wilh'iiil a n\al, ,-c' iiir.l uiicasv,

awkward, and < (iii.-traincd.

(olh'villc triril h_v a I'rw (if hi,- fantidu- icniiiilv- l^ lai.-c

th(> lcMi|i(i'aiui'.> of ihi' as,-.('ni!ily. Iiut thi- (.iir-c lla\"r of hi>

arli>I-jr.-(>, in thu atni().-[)!irri' in which llicy wirc iimductMl,

liad an ill'fit like a huid ]aii;;h in a ^i(k (hainlu'i-; a inntc

liml from 'rhnillicr, hi I'cyradr, and iiis wifi; that lie .-honid

lichavc hiin.-i'lf |iul a ('amiuT on Iiis (WuKrranL Inrhulriici'.

Sinu'ularlv tin- ih rson wliu f-m ( icdrd. aidi'd I;y i>al»ourdin,

in uannini,' ihr aw was the -M-aM-t |i> r-.ai in tlu' i>arty. A
man of mo>t niini'd and (uliivalid iiMiUcct. t'li' .\hlir (!on-

• Irin, like all [Mirc and wtll-halanrcd mind-;, was posM'sscd

of a fund of niihl .Lray.tv. which he li.nl the f.Miilty of oorn-

niiinicatim,' lo other-, and ihc comcr-atioii wa- hccntning

aiiiinati'd Jn.-t as Min.ird arrixcd.

.\ftcr i'\cii.-in,i,' himx'lf on the cfronnd of hi.- oll'icial dufics,

lie cxchaii'-rcd a siuiiillcant look witli hi- wife, whiili seiMncd

to intimate I'lat he ha<l heen d.iainii! |i\ smiu' private niat-

!er. La I'eyrade and 'riniillier had niei\ed an order for

a iiox for the lir-t repn-entalion of l!:.. cidchrated fairv bur-

le.-'jue of '"Love's 'releLM-ajih."' in which nhiiipe Cardinal

was to make her (I'Mmt. ami they w.-.v not dnped h\- the story

of Julian .Mi;iard"s indi.-po-it inn ; t!iev therid'ore cNchani^ocl

si^rnificant Ldaiic..- (.n perceiviiiL'- the -i'.Mial- e\clian'_'ed be-

tween the marriid couple, and womlered if the voimir j:<Mi-

11en!an"s pot of I'o-es had tml been di-covered. and wheihor
the task of a-sn.imr himself of the e-capa<le of his son the

advocate had not detaineil until this hour the mavor of the

eleventh arroiidis-enieiit.

Bein^' accii.-toniecl to ]iick up the thread of ( onversation

wherever he fouiiil it. he trie(l to hide tinder a ])erl'ect free-

dom of spirit his parental anxitlics.

"Gentlemen." said .Minard. as soon as 1ie had su-all()we<l a

few month fnls, ""havi^ yoii heard tiie ereat news:"
"What is that:" a-ked several voices at once.
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"The A<ii<l.in\ nf s,i,.,„r, Ii,H nT,.iv.Mi tnxlav tlu- par-
finilars ,.f an .xtiMnnlmary .li.-.n\..r\

; the hcav.-ns liasv ari-
iitiier star."'

Tims'- .ai.l (oll,.\,||,.: '•wril, tl.at will do t,, n-plarc
'•'" •"" »!".h I!r.r;,„.-,.r tl,u„L'lit IkmI p,,,.. fr,.,„ its phuv.
wii.'n. to ih,. tun,, of -(..iavia.- i,.. u.-i.-w,! ,n.v ( •|,at..a,il,ri-
a'i;l_>'lfi"i''""v: •ChatratilMianJ, wliv |Iv voiir nativ,. Ia;n!'--

I 111- Mnotati.,,,. ulii-h |„. -an-. .Aa^prrai,.,! KJavir, nn.l. if it
'''" I"' >i th- (•u>tnn, fur wives to sit noxt tlirir lui^han.N at
-'''''. Ill'' "I'l lir~t <!;!ri,,,„.t ,,f thr ()p,.ra-Cnnii,|,„. „•,„,!,! n..L
Inn;., -nt oir uiil, ,,n M„p,.n„ns an.! tlir. a(.-nin^' '•('..H.-vill,.

'-

wliuli called hini l.. ..n',)- fr.,ni the .li-tan.v.

"What u,l| K,v,. ,1,:, ,M,,.|i„^. uiM.I, I hav.. tile h..n,,r ..f
"l'in..^Hn-. sai.l .M,M,,r,|. "a .p,.,.ia! int.. rest in the -r..at
a>lr.,n..niieal ev,.nt ,. ih,, ,!„, ,|iM..,v..rer liws in the tu'elfth
'n-on.h.-M.ni<ni. uiij.l, a numh,.,- „f v,,, still inhahit or di.I
'"lial.ii t.,r a l..n- p..,,...l „f tin,... In.!..,.,! evervtliin.' (.„n-
M<'.-t...| uiih thi^ LT.at -. i,.n|,(;.- fa.i i- n,„st r..niarkahl,.'. Tlw-
.\ca.l..niy. <,n r..a.lni- ih,. ...tnnnmi.ati.m whieli ann.mnee,] it
u;i> s., e.aiMii.v.l .,f II- ,.,,.;,.:;,,,, ,!,,,, ,„ ,[„, ,.,,,,,. ^,,. j,^^, ^^,^;

Mon a .l..putalmn ua.- .ipp.„n;..,| t.. vImI th.. (!,.ini,-il,. of tliis
in'"l.Tn f.alil.... an.

I
c.niplinM.n! liini on h..|ialf of th.- wli,,le

l'".l.y: an.
I

\..i this n.'U- Mar i. „„t vi>il,l.. e,iluT t.. the ev.,
.>r thr..n,d, tl... t..l..>. ..p.. : ir i. I.v th.> f„r,... „f re.s.,nin.' and
'''"'•"""I 'li^il it> .AiM..n.-.. and the pla..' it ()....„pie. in
!lH. Ii..av..n> ar.. pr.)N,..l lH.y..n.! all <!.,uht. 'Tli.T.- nui^t h.- an
iiiikn..un star m that >p..t. I <ann,.t s.n- it. hut 1 am <nn. of
I- Ih.il i.' what this >avant sai.! t., tlie Aea.I.'inv. Aviii.h ho
It -ne.. e..nvin....l hv his .l.-.l-ut mns. An.l .!,. v..irkn..u- .r,.„.

!l<'iM«'n. ^^\u> tins (•hri>t.,ph..r ('..luiuhus of the n.'W e.-le^tiil
^^"'•hl i^:" An ..Id. purhlin.l man, uho has dillieuliv in se,.in.r
iii< way across th.. str....|."

' "

"Tliat is a.lmirahl,.! marvelous I" eried several -uest- with
'in. aecoi'd.

I^What is th,. name of ,his savant?" a^ked s..v.ral voi.-...
Monsieur Pi.-.,t. or. if you pnfer. Fath.^r l'i...,t. f.,r that i.s

ihe name everybody -ives him in the Hue du Val-<l..-(;rrieo
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nso 'jiii; ::i)!)Tj: ci.assks

Avliei'o !;c live.-; ', is simjily iii\ nM jirnfe.-sor of Tiintlioinatic.*,

who, fur tliL' i,.-l, li.is tunicil out soiir' ilr>t-d;iss \m\ HIS— !)y-

iho-l)}', l-\'Iix I'lK'llioii, v/hoiii wo all know, .-nulicil hihIit him;
it was lie uho. i-i the iiaiuo of his ol'l iiia>ter, read the iiiu-

inoi'ial io tlic Acailoiny."

At tlie name m' IVMix, ami remoiiiberin.LT tlio prmiiso to lift

her to llie >ky, wiiich when lie said it ^:oellle^l to savor of

lunacy, Cele-ie looked at [Miiie. Tluiillier, whose face hud
grown ([uite auiina'ied. ,nid seemed to say to her:

''C'ouraixe, my child, all is not lo-a."

'•Afy dear fellow," said Tluiillier to la Peyrade. ''Felix is

ooniinn^ here this eveniiiir: you try to corner hitn and o])t)iin

tho commu!ii<ati<in : il wmild bo a lucky stroke for our 'Hcho'

if we could 111' llio first to announce it."'

'•(Ml!"' s;iid. ?,!i!iard. vnlunleerinT a reply, ''it would just

alisorb jiiililio curio-ily. for it will niaki; an imn:ense sensa-

lii'U. Tlio deputation, I'.it findimr .Mnii^iiur Ticot at home,
ri :r,:'iii.il t.) tl Illi e ef the niinisler of public instruction;

at e,]iio ilie niini.-ter ha.-imed olT to the Tuilcric-. and the

M,.<-t!<nr, In an early cveiiin;,'' extra, announces that Mon-
si.'^ir I'ieiit is nominated a chevalier ol' the Legion of Honor
.•iiid is irr.iuted a p"n-ion of eipliteen hundred francs from
the fund f^.r the cncouraL'-ement of the sciem.'s ami letters."

"Tliere,"' said 'riiuillier, "is a Cross well bestowed."'

'"lUit a pension of ei<r|itcen hundred francs," said Dutocq,
"seems to me a small affair."

"Certaitdy,"' said 'i'luiillier, "secini: that this nionev, after

all. comes from the taxpayers, ami when we sec it wasted on
any one recomirended by the coterie (rainariUa) ''

'Ki.trhteen humlre(l francs," replied ]\rinard, "i.s something,
however; e-peeially fur a scholar. Thcs(> people have few
wants, and .ire aecu-tomed to liv(> upon verv little."

"[ ratlur ihink."" said la Peyrade. "that the M-orthv ^fon-

sieur Picot has not been well cared for; for just at this time
his family, after failiuLT to get a commission in liinacv, are

trving to have tru.-tei-s .ippointed. They claim tliat "he is

being robbed by a servant wlio lives with him. Parblcu!
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Thuillier, you know her: it in fliat woman wlio caim- tlir otlirr
•
lay to the otiicv, and ulio had been led to tlimk that Dnr.ui^

'"VCS,

the notary, had iione oil' with some funds ot liei>.
'

"Yes, yes, very well," said Thuillier, signifieantlv
\ou are riofht, I do know her."

"It's queer,*' said '5ri;:itte. iniprovin-- the oceasion to ein-
phasiz." the argument sIk^ had had with C'-lr^te ai.out the
absenee of mind of Marmus, the maihematieian. "that all
liiese savants, outside of their loarnini:, are jrood for nothin<,%
^"id that, when they are at home, they ha-e to lu_- eared for
like children."

"That proves," said the Abhe (Jondrin. "how <;reallv they
are absorbed in their studies; but at the same time tJK'v pos-
M'ss an artlessness of nature which is most touehin<r."
"When they are not as j)erverse as donkevs," replied Bri-

-ritte. testily. ''As for me, .Monsieur I'Ablie, 1 can trll vou
that, if ever I thought of marrying, a ])rofessor would not suit
me. In the first plaee, what do these savants w.-rk at?
At stupi.lities the most part of their time; for here vou are
al! admiring the discovery of a star, and what good will that
'lo any of us? For my part, 1 think we have i)lentv of .-tars
already."

'•Bravo! Brigitte," said Colleville. again f-.rgettin-
If; "you are right, my girl, and, like you, I think th

liim-

,,,,,. . ^ . - --
.

.., - ! man
who should discover a new dish would deserve Itetter of man-
kind."

"Colleville," said Flavie, "I mu.st sav that vour remarks
are in the worst possil)le taste."

"My dear demoiselle," said the .\b!«'. Condrin, addressing
Hrigitte, "vou might be right if man consisted of matte"
'•Illy, and if there were not bound to our bodv a soul having
instincts and cravings that need to bo satisfied". Xow I think
this sense of the infinite which dwells within us, and which
'•ach in his own way endeavors to satisfy, is wonderfuHv
ficlped by the searehings of a>trononiy. lliat from time to time
reveals to us new worlds which the hand of the Creator has
-Tewn through space. The infinite within vou finds another



5.-T,'*°:~;nh'?!SP'

HM
382 TnF. MIDDT.R CLASSES

outlet; this pafsioii for tlu; wclfiire of tliosc about you, this

warm atfection, so ardent, so dcvolcd, wliii'h you feel for your

•'xccllt'iit lirotluT. arc at once the luanifcstaiions of the aspi-

rations whicli have nothing' of the material in them, which in

seekiiif,' their end and dhjcet will never a.-k: 'What good i.^

all this? What is the use of that?" Again. I must assure you

that the stars are not without their uses, as you would seem to

suppose; without these, navigators would he seriously impeded

in their steering aero?s the seas; they would he puzzled how

to hring from distant lands the vanilla whieh has served to

llavor this delieious cream whieh you have made, and which I

am now eating. So, as Monsieur CoUeville ohserved, there is

much allinity hetweeti a dish and a star: we should decry no

person, neitlu>r a>tronomer.- noi good housekeepers."

The ahhe was interrupted by a noise of loud altercation in

the antecluunher.

"I tell you r will go in," shnute(l a voice.

"Xo, monsieur, you shall not go in," replied the "male"

domestic. "They are at table, 1 tell you : no one should force

his way into a private house."

Thuillier turned })ale: since the seizure of the pamphlet, hi

fancied all unexpected visits betokened the advent of thf

police.

Among the various social dogmas laid down by Mme. dc

Godollo for Brigilte's guidance, the one that had needed the

oftene^t repeating was never, as luistre-s of the house, to ris«

from the table unless it was intended as the signal for retir-

ing; hut jiresent circumstances seemed to give amnesty to th(

injunction.

"I'll go and see what it all means." she said to Thuillier

quickly, as she noted his uneasiness. '"What is it?" shi

asked the servant, when she reached the seeiie n( the conflict

"Here is a gentleman who is determined to cume in; Ik

says no one dines at eight o'clock."

"But who are you. monsieur?" said Drigitte to an old man
strangely attired, anil whose eyes were protected by a green

shade.

:•:>:*
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"Madanio, I am ncitlior a bo!:<rar nor a va£rahon<l," replied
the old man in a sonorous voice. "I am professor of mathe-
matics, by name Picot.''

"Rue du Val-de-Grace?" asked Bri;:itto.

"Yes. madame. No. 9, next door to the fruit store."

"Come in. monsieur, come in, we are only too happy to

receive you," cried Thuillier, who, hearinfr \lie name, "had
hurried out to meet the savant.

"He arrives like Mars en adcclir." said Colleville, derang-
ing a proverb in Leon de Lora's style.

"Heinf you scamp," said the savant, turninfr to where the
servant had been standing when he enteriMl, but who had re-

tired when ho .saw everything was amicably settled.

Pere Picot was a tall, spare man, with a severe, angular
face, which, in spite of the softening effect of a blond" wig
with heavy curls, and the pacific green shade previously
spoken of, had a truculent and surly cast, and which hard
study had ornamented with a surface of sickly pallor.

He had given proof of his snappish, quarrelsome mind before
entering the dining-room, where every OTue rose to receive him.

His costume consisted of a large frock-coat, something
between an overcoat and a dressing-gown; under this was
a big vest of iron-gray cloth, fastened from the throat to the
pit of the stomach with a double row of buttons, huzzar stvle,

and looking like a breast-plate. His trousers, though October
was near its close, were of black lasting, and gave testimonv
to long wear by dull-looking patches breaking the shining
surface caused by wear, and a rough darn covered one knee.
But, by daylight, his most striking feature was a pair of
Patagonian feet, imprisoned in beaver cloth slippers, which,
being molded upon the mountainous excrescences of gigantic
bunions, made one involuntarily think of a dromedarv or an
advanced case of elephantiasis.

When he was installed on the chair eagerly placed for him,
and the company had resumed their seats at the table, amid
the .silence born of curiosity:

"Where is he," cried the old man, in a voice of thunder,
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"tho villain, tlic Monndivl i- Brjn.tr ]ii„i lortli. let mo hear
his voice."

'"]'() wliorii do y,K, jvf.T. my .l,>ar sii-y asked ThnillitT.
in a coiK ihatorv v.,ief. in whidi was a s]ii,dit tone of patron-
apro.

'-A seamp \vh(,m I could ii,,t [Jud jit liis residence, mon-
sieur, and they informed me that lie wa^ at this house. ]

am, I believe, in the liome ol' Monsieur 'I'liuilli-T, iMemi)er of
(-•(Mincjj, riace de la Madeleine, lir-t floor ai)ove the entresol?"'

"PreciM'ly. inoiHieur." replied 'rhnillier; '"and allow me to
add, mon^ieur. that we are all your respectful sympathizers."

'•And you will permit me, I hope," said .Minard, "as the
mayor of the adjoinini: arrondi.vsement to that in which you
reside, to con-rat ulate myself in iieinir present in the com-
pany of Monsieur I'icot, th(^ one wiio doul)tless lias just im-
mortalized his name hy the discovery (d" a >tar."

"Yes, monsieur," replied the professor, raisin:: once more
the stentorian diapascm of his yoie,.. "1 ;,ni I'icot (.Vepomu-
rene), the one you speak of. hut 1 have di>covered no vtar—
I do not troui.le my.-elf with tlie<t' i.\i\<. Mv eves are very
weak; that insolent rascal is makin-- me ridicuhms with that
hoax. I don"t find him here; he i> in hidiii;.'. the coward, and
dare not snillK' a word before my face."

"Who is this ])erson you are .-o annoyed with?" was asked
of the enra,L^ed (dd man by a number of voices.

"At! unnatural pu]iil." replied the old mathematieian ; "a
i:oo(l-for-!iotliiii,!.'—a man of ],art>. iheu-h—his name is Feli.v
I'liellion."

This iii'ine was heard MiMi amazement. a< niav be imatrined.
Findim: ihe situation <o funny. ('ol!e\ille anil la JVvrade
shouted with lauditer.

"You lauLrh. wretdi." cried the irate old man. risinir from
his H'at

: "jii^i cime an 1 lamrli within the length of mv arm."
And brandishim: an enormous rattan with a china knob.

which he u-ed as a LMn'dintr cane, he nearlv knocked over on
to Mine. .Minard's head a heavy candelabrum which was plaeed
on the table.

^\
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"You are jniplakm, inoiisicur." said P.ri^^'itlo, soizin^' liis

arm in the nick nf lim,.. -MoiL-ieur 1-Vli\ I'iicllion is nm h.iv.
II(! will most likely he jicrc nt our rcii'iilion, sonicwliat liitiT,

but hv has not ycl arrivci].""

'•Your reception.- don't hc^'in very early," said the old man.
"It is past ei^dit oVluck. Jlowever, as Monsieur Felix will
coMH' later, you will permit nic t.i wait I'or him. "i'ou were
eatin;.' dinner, I think; pray don't allow nie to disturh vou."
And he (pn'etly sat down.
"Since you have no ohj\'etion, monsieur, we will keep on.

or ratlKr finish, lor wr have reached the desM-rt. Mav I

oll'er you anylhini::-" ;i.ked Brigilte; -'a >rlass of chamna-ne
a 1)1 sen It.'

""1 on are very kind, madanie." repiied the old man; "one
never refusvs champa.izne. aixl I ran alwavs eat hetween meals;
you dine very late, tliou.-l "

A place was found for him at the tahle hetween ("olleville
and .Mme. Minard; the nnisician filled the .irlass of his iiew
neifrhhor. Ixd'ore whom was placed a di,-h of little cakes.

'•Monsieur." said la iVyrade, in a wheedling: voice, "you
must have .«ecn h)W >urpri.<ed we were to hear you complain
of :\Ionsieur Felix I'hcllion ; such a rrontle youni,' man, so in-
oflen>ive. \\h:,i has he really done to you that your indi^'na-
tion is so ^n-eat

!'"

His mouth full of pastry, which he was conpumint: at a rate
which caused P.ri.L'itte much agitation, the professor si;:ned
that he would <rive an answer presently. Then, mistaking
liis prlass ami ,<:ulpini: down the contonts"of CollevilleV:

''What has thai insolent fellow done to me?" he replied.
'•What he iU'<er\vfi lian^ini: for. the miserahle tiling—mid not
for the tir.«t time, either. lie knows that I cannot endure
.-tars, and for pood cause. In iHor, heinp attached to the
Hunau of Longitude-. I took part in a .-cientilic expedition
that was sent to Spain under the direction of mv friend and
coUeainie. .Tean-Rapti^te P.iot. to determine the are of the
meridian from Harcelona to the iialearic I.-les. I was i.-st

oh-erving a star, perhaps the very star my rogue o{ a pupil
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luis (lisiovcn'd, when suddciily, Wiir in the nioantime having
l)roI<('ii out lii'tucci' Fraiicc and Spain, tlic peasants, seeinj,'

nil' pcnhcd with a tdcsrupc at the toj) of Mont (Jalazzo, imag-
ined that J was .-iiinalitig to (he enemy. An infuriated rahble

smasheil niy insliiimeiits and talked of stringing me up; 1

?liould liave been lini>hed if the eaptain of a ship had not
taken me jirisoner and tlirust me into the citadel of Belver,

where I s])ent three years in dire eaplivity. Since that time,

as you may well believe, I hav(> let the whole celestial system
alone: though F was, without being aware of the fad, the first

to observe the famous comet of liSl I. I should have said noth-
ing ai)out it, but .Monsieur Flauguergucs was so foolish as

to publi.-h it. Like all my pupils, rhclli<m knows my declared
aversion to the stars, and h<" knew right well that the best

trick that he couhl play upon me would be to saddle one on
my l)ack. So that dej tation that went through the farce of
coming to (ompliment me was more than lucky in not find-

ing me at home, for, if they had, the respected gentlemen
the academicians, and all the Academy included, would have
passed a bad {[uarter of an hour."'

Everybody found the greatest pleasure in this singular
monomania of the old mathematician. Only la Peyrade was
beginning to understand the part played by Felix, and he was
vexed tiiat he had insisted on the e.\i)Ianation.

"Still, Monsieur Picot," said Minard, "if Felix Phellion
is only guilty of crediting you with this discovery, it seems
to me tliat his indiscretion has been compensated to some ex-
tent : the Cross of the l^i^gion of Honor, a pension, and the
glory that will accrue to your name.''

"The Cross and the pension I take," said the old man,
etnptyinij: his glass, which to the great horror of Brigitte he
replaced niton the table with such force as to break the stem.
"For tw(>nty years tlie government has owed me them, not
for discovering stars, either (things that I have always
scorned), but for my celebrated treatise on 'Dilferential

Logarillims." which Kepler thought proper to term mono-
logarithms, a seipiel to Napier's tables; for my "Postulatura'
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of Eurlid, wInVI, T was tlio first to solve; hut, abovo all, for
n.y llu'r.ry of 'IVrpdnai Motion,' four volumes, octavo, with
plates:

1 aris, \H'2r,. ^ ou can tluis see, monsieur, that to <'ive
nie glory is to pour water into the river. I had so little m.^l
of Monsieur I'hellion to make m<. a position in the scientilic
worhl. that a long time ago I turne(3 him out of mv house in
disgraee."

"Then this is not the first star that he has thrust upon vou
for a joke?" a.ked Colleville, flippant! v.

"He di.l worse than that," cried the old man; '-he has
tarnished my fame. My theory of Terpetual Motion.' the
printing of which cost me my all. when it should have been
printed at the gov(>rnment printing-othce, was enou-h to have
made my fortune and render mc immortal. Well, that wretch
of a Fei.x hin.lered it all. From time to time, pretending
that he knew my pnhlisher: 'Father I'ieot,' he would sav (the
young sycophant), -here are five hundred francs, or fifteen
crowns, or. as ,t was one- time, two thousand francs, which the
publisher gave me for you. for vour book is sellin- finch-

'

I his went on for years, and my publisher, who was irTthe con-
spiracy, would say to me when 1 went to his place- 'Oh' vos
it IS not doing so badly, it fairly /rnhhle,; we shall soon 'get
through the first edition.' I didn't suspect anvthing, and of
(•our,«e pocketed tlie money: I thought to mv.«clf: 'Afv book
IS to their taste, the idea will make its war: from dav to day Imay expect that some capitalist will come forward' and pro-
pose to apply my system to ' "

"The 'Ab..orption of Licpiids'?'- asked Colleville. who had
been constantly engaged in filling the ol.l hinaticV -la«s

"No, monsieur, my theory of 'Perpetual Motion ' 4 vols
in 4to, with plates: Paris. ],s->.-,. But. bah! davs passed
and nobody ever came: so. thinking mv nublisher was not
energetic enough. I tried to arrange for" a second edition
with another publisher. This it was. monsieur, that enabled
nie to d..-.rover the whole plot, and I turned the serpent out
of doors In .six yoars there had been onlv nine copies sold •

kept lulled in false security, 1 had d..ne nothing to pu^h mv
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linok, uliicli li.iil liciii li'fl lo t.ikc circ nf itself; \hu?- was I

ilio vi<tim of ji;il(iii>y iim! the Llackc.-l nialit-o, ami was un-

justly flcspdilfil (if tlir value nl' my laliors."'

•*i)Ut," siiid .Miiianl. who luel (•(ui-lituted himself the

mouthpiece (if tile ciimiiaiiy, 'may we not repird this as an

act ('(lually (lelicale and iiip'iiious to
"

'"To ;:ive me alms, i> that what y!iii mran?" iiiterrujitei!

ihe ohl man with ii roar that made Mile. Minard jumi) in her

rliair; "Id humiliate me. dishoiKu- me— nie. his ohl tutor;

do [ need the aid of char'ity? Has I'icot— I. .\.'|iomue("'ne

—

to whom his wife hroupht a dnwry of one luindred thousand

francs, ever lield his hand '! to ai-yhoiiy? lUit nowadays

nolhinir i> respected : old feli .vs. as tlu y i-a\\ u-. our reliixion.

our _iro()d faith is taki'U advantaL^' of. so that the youn^T
generation may say to tin' puhlie: '^^al -ee plaiidy that those

old dotards are irood i'nv iiothiii'j'. It needs u~. the voiing gen-

eration, the moijeni men, u-. ^'oiii;'/ l-"ra:iee, to ste]) in and

bring them up hy hand.' Yon h<i!)liledehMy, ynu try to feed

me I Ihit the.-e old dotards have ni.ire kiiowledire in their

litth^ tin'.'er than yon have in your uh .Je hrain ; you will never

be worth as much a< us, mi-erahle little int'M^iKTs as you are.

As for thai matter, 1 can w.iil foi- rny reveiiLre; that young
I'hellion i< hound to come to a had end: thai which he did

to-day. reading lud'ore the full hoard at the Aeademv a state-

ment in my name, wa< tiething less than forgery, and the

law j>uni>hes forgery with the gal!(.'ys."'

"(,»uite tru(>,"' said ('(dk'ville, '"the forgery of a public

f^tar."*

Urigitte trembled for her gla-sware, and her nerves tingled

at tlie plaueliler "'' cakes and pastry, so she gave the signal to

return to the salon; mort^over she had hoard the bell ring

many tinu^s. announcing (hat -ome of tlioso invited to the re-

ception had ;dreail\ arrived. Then' wished first to transship

(Innislnrdi r) the old man. and Colleville politely ofTered his

nvm to the professor.

"\o. monsieur." -aid h(\ "|)ernnt mo to stay hero. I am
• Ii IS unjio.-.siblu to pnnliicc tlic I'Uii In Eiii,'llsti.
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'• •>": '";"•,' '*^':" "•' '"'"-.v to ,„,,k-.. an ..xluhitiun of

'">• IH'P)1 shouM lak.. ,,la,r lu'luvrn -iuur ,.vc.>; a', tlu" s.vin-

,^J"V'Ty uvll. let hin, rvniain, tlici.;- .aid Bri-itto to Clle-

Xo on., in-i.t,.,!: tho ol,I ,„an. all nnoonsciouslv, had un-
"•""•'"•'1 ln>.H,.|t ,n llH.npi„i,„M,rilH.,^r„,s,s. I5ut"thothrifiv
-"scwih.. l,..|o,v Iravin;: him. .vniovc] ov.Tvthin^M.l' a fra.Mlo
^^Mtnro Iron, within his ,vad. ; th.n, hy way'of a slight rtcmn-

"Will yoii (ako ((.(riv:-'" slie asked.
'•I'll Uiki' it, nia.latn,.," rcplie,] ,,1,1 Pjeot. '--ana .omo

' igriiic. too.

_

'-H':-^ ">y lilV! 1„. tak,.s cvrvthin:,.- sai,I I],.i::iito to tliomair .lon.ostie. An.l si,,,, a.lvi..,! hin> to -U^r^. an ovo on
i lie 01(1 tool.

^ -

\Vlu.n l!ri^,.t„. nv„t,.n.d the salon she found the .\hl,.^
'"""''" "'. ...ntre ,.r a ,.-,vat n.vie c.n.l.raeing nearly ev,.rv

•

n.'pr.Mnt: as she. approa.-lu.dsh,. hoard him sav "

1 thaidc h,.av..n for havinir ,irrante<l m,. siu^h hanpines.
'vor l,av,. |,.lt H.-h an .motion as that aronse.l I'v the--no ,„ u-l,,,.!, w.. haveju-t partuipat..,! ; oven the sonu.vhat
nrlesr,n,. torn, of tl... .ond.l.m.-... .rrtainlv v.tv artless, for it

-'< "-holly mvohintarv. hut a. Ms to the <r'lorv o{ the a^tound-
^:: ^'enerosity nneal..,! ... ns. Pla,...,l hv n'lv sa.r.-.l eallin-

:m the way ot learnini: of many ,hariti..s. oft..n al,-o either the
^Mu-ss or ,nu.rme.l,ary of kin.lly a.-tions. I tlnnk that nev.T

'
»iv life h,.fo,v haw I m.^t with a so tou.hin.^ or Tnore in-
Mious devotmn K,.,.p,nu^ the l,.ft hand in icrnoran.e of tlu-

• '^"irs ol th,. n^hf i< a ^r..at step in ( 'hri.tianitv : Inn to .'o
h.r a< to roh ,m. •> ...If .,f ,me's own fame to l.onefit another

•; <"r sm-h Singular ein-nmstane..s. with ev.Tv ri^k .,f hein.-
'Mio lied, ot he,n<r d.xpi.M] and r.^pnl.-d; is the ;:osp,d

^ ;•""'! HI .t< ln,lv.t pr,.,.,.,,t<: it is hoin^ ,nore than a^i^L^r
'

'
<-l'">-ity. ,t IS u-nrthy the apostle of benevolen.e. I w.juld
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that I knew tlii.- iii.ldc yoiiiij; iiiiiii. tliat I niiglit !-linki' liitn

liv the liaiid."

Ilrr iiriii iia>M'<l tliroii<:li that of her jro(1tnoiht'r. Trieste was

staii'liiiu' near tlic [)ricst. lltT car hcanl every word, anil as

he talked <il' ami aiialy/.eil I'\Mix's p'lieroiis eoiidiiet. ;-lu' eluni;

more e|n>|.|y to Mine. 'I'liiiillierV arm, saying in a low voice:

"^'(iii hear, ^'cidiiiollur. yoii hear I"

'I'o (Ic-trnv the inevitaltle eireet wliicli this eulogy would

liave on C'elote

:

'i'ni'ortuiiately, Mon>ieur TAhhr." said Tliuillier, "this

young man whom you culouizc >o highly is not unknown to

vnu. I have had het'ni'e now o((a>iun to speak of him to you,

regretting that we had I'nund it impo>sih to carry out certain

plans we had arranged in connection witii him; I allude to the

very coni|)roiiii>mg attitude he all'rcts in his religious opin-

ions."'

"Oil! is that the young numr" said the ahhe ; "you surprise

mo greatly; I must say that 1 should not liavo formed such

an idea.''

"You will see him presently. Monsieur I'Abbe/' said In

IVyrade. "anil if yim (juestion him on certain points you will

have no dilliculty in discovering the ravages that the pride of

science can exercise in the most happily tempered souls."

'•I am afraid I shall not see him," said the abbe, "as my

black robe would he out of ])lace in the midst of the fashion-

able splendor that will soon fill this drawing-room. But, a?

I know, ^loiisicur la Peyrade, that you are a man of sincere

religious convictions, and as you doubtless feel an interest in

that young man's welfare, as I do myself, I just say to you in

parting: Do not be uneasy about him; soon or late sueli

elect souls always come back to us. and. if the return of these

prodigals may lie long delayed. I should not despair of seeinu

them going to (Jod, or that His infinite mercy would fail

them."

As he spoke the alibe looked around for his hat, intending

to slip fpiietly away; just a- he thoti<:ht it possible to be dom

unnoticed, he was accosted by Minard:

VJ-i, 'swmt^mm. )V:-'- '••-- . •- \ ")ft'«'i* 'i>. »*C'. •''^>
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"Mon.«i(M.r/' s.i,l til.. Mayor „f th. Elpvontl,. Vrrnlt n,.
- press your h.,H| ,,,,1 ,ha„k you for tho foUn,.r^^lZ
-l.'n.nro that Ik.v.. f,,II,.,. fp,,,,, ,, ,,• ,,,

^ '

Hvro hko you, n i,i..n woul-I s.K.n l/ viotoriou^ I am
l.is momont ,n ,lo,n..stio tro,.!,!., „,u, ,„,, to .loci le on

.Hc^..nd to invoke tlu. .ss.stanc-o of your enl.Vl.tonod ju.).-

••Whenovor you pl.-as., nx.nsi.ur," roplie.l tho abbo; "Rue

•lock
±'''1'": '" '• "' "'" "^ ^'•" ^^'^^' ^-0-; af'.or s xilock mas>, I n.n -."ncrally ,„ tlio wlml,. morn in -

"
As soon as , he ahl..'. l.a.i pono, takin,^ Mme. Mim.nl aside-\V(.]. u ,s ruo, sani Minar.l. -and th. anonymous let or>o. not mismforn, us. Monsi-ur Jul,a„ is k..pin. an „ t

'

rorn Bob.no's: ,t was to h. present at lu. .h'-hu at"tl >^
'"^mati<,„es that 1,,. n,ad.. a preten.v of bein-r sick Tie
l-|.p-.w,f.ison hul terms Jith the creatur^^nL:
"l<i fi.sh-hawk.r. and for a hundred sous crown-nie.e «

zzi: wui^^"""^-
'''''' ^^^"'"^

' ^hai^wT;^;:Niuanatioii uith monsieur my .con
"

-My clear." said Mme. Minard, the.tricallv, «'I implore30U to take no violent step« " ""piorc

St a.kul the Abbe („.ndrin to frive us the benefit of his ad

:::^::z^^
''- '''-'' ''''- ^^' ^- -'^ ^-t w,^

i.utyou^g""
'"'"' '"" "''^ *'"' '"'^^^- ^- ---Iv; he is

wrlooked. The .on of a family in the hands of women like-r ,s d,srei,utable; it is the ruin of his familv Y,n don'"ow,. Zel.e. what these actresses are. Thev are I'h n lo
uddl classes they take especial pleasure in ruining him.

"^y say tha our money earned in trade is but stolen •

th..sga,ne by adulteration and triekerv; tliev ; ; ou1- kets, as they claun, to make us disgorg. How unfJrtunatc'
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tliat I do not krt'iw wIkto to find 'Miiiliinu' tic (loilollo. si

nn cxptTii'tKid woiiiiiii ot' tlir world, iiml would liavc U'ci

pond coiiii^clor."

All Jit once a tiTrific uproar pul a j-toppt r on this coiiju^

nsidr. Into tln' diiiiiiu'-rooni ni-lnd Hritzittc, wticncc ca

the !!oiniil of falliii",' furniturf and crasliiii;.' ;,da^-i; iluTf

found Ccillfvi!' ' enj;a;rfd in n nrranj^iri;: liis cravat and a>.-

inij liiTnsclf tliat liis coat, crntMj)li'd and ilrag;Jod out ol" .siui

had not one or more rcnt^ in it.

"Wlial".- the matter?" askcil Bri.L'itto.

"Wliy, this old fool," yaid Colicvillt', '"i.-; pone crazy,

came here to take my collVc in jiis company, and. at a lit

joko I made, he ilcw into i-o violent a iia>>ion that he sei;

me liy the collar, overthrew in the ,'^trni:plc two or three chai

and a tray of plas.-cs carried hy do?- phini-, who was not a

to pet out of lii.s way in time."

"It's all hecan>o you've been toasinp him," said Hripit

cros>Iy : '"you would have done hetter to stay in the .«alon

t-tead of ( otninp in here to play your jokes, as you call it, o

You always tiiink that you are in the orchestra of the Ope

C'omique."

With this sharp speech, Bripitte, resolute woman that :

\va<, felt that she must pet rid of this ferocious ohl num w

threatened her liouseholil with lire and blood. She approad

f)ld I'icot, who was tramiuilly amusinp himself hy bunii

brandy in his saucer.

"Mou nr." ^lle cried at the top of her voice, as if she Wi

sjte.ikinp to a ileaf person (she evidently thonpht a blind (

needed the same Ireatmcnt); ''I iini here to tell you soi:

thinp which you will not lile. Mnii^ieui' and Madame PIi

lion are now liere and inform u< that Monsieur Felix, th

son, is not coniinp." .\nd iisinp the story which had ser\

th(> turn (d' Julian Minard. she addcfl. "He was s(^ized t

ovcninp with a sore throat and hoarseness."

'"Which he pot hv readinp tluU jiaper," cri(>d the old p
fessop, Joyfullv. '•\Vell. tliat is justice. Madame, where

you purchase your brandy?"

\\



liilld, SIK ll

IVc Ik'cII .

> r()iijii;,'.i',

I'lHC canii'

tluTt' .-lu'

iitid ii>.»iir

t ol' sluip-',

crazy, i

at a litllr

he scizfi

ret" chair-.

s not nbli'

1 Brigitt.'.

J .«alon in-

all it, oh?

the Opcra-

n that ?hi'

man \v!m

liproacliril

y burn i Hi;

f she were

blind ()iu>

ymi snitio-

anio Pht 1-

V'lix, their

latl sorvcil

s(^ized tlii^

old prn-

whcre do

TIIF': Ml 1)1)1. K (LASSES 39;,

'Tron. tny grocer, of cour>...- said Rrigittc, (ai\cn aback
:''' the (jUC.-tidtl,

"Wcli. iM;i(hunr. I think you ought |o know that in a liou^e
"here nn,. .an ^^ct Mich excllcnt chauipag,;... uliich renmeU
"' "' '''" "<• >i-e.l i„ ,,„air at th,. tabic .d .Ir Fonlane .^raiid-
'M.iMer Ml ,1,.. I-Miv. rs.ty. a is >hanH.tul to ke,.,, .m„ h bnnidv.
Uith III,, -a.,1.- :rankM...,> | jmK ml., cvrv ihnc. I t.^il vuii
!''•""'> ''"" " I- ""ly lil In «a-h \oiir hnrH.>- l',vi in ; if I Jud
le.t liic chance III I, urn il

"

"He inu>t b.. ||„. .|,.v,| i„ ,M,,.,nn," ^aid I5ri-iit,.: -nut a•''1 >•' ••xeuM. hiniH-If about „ll that gia-^. and now Mulds
|^"'ut Miy brandy! Mun-imr,- slid -b... in i!,,. sanie rai^.l
'upn-.n. 'Wb.n-H.ur IVli\ ,. not cnmui::; I ihink vnur fainiiv
" ill 1m. anxious at your loiiu' absence, oh y
"Fainr niadan,..; 1 l,;n,. n„ family, as thrv want to make

""I
'" '" ' '""•'lie; bouvver, I have a liou>ekeeprr, Ma-

-'"- l^iinib,.,;; I ,l,i„k s!,.- will besurpri>,.d at n,v bene' m,
["^'-' jiway; and [ a-k n.,iliing better than to !,.• p,.rniitted to
'"'" '",'• "" '""-'''•

' l'"Ty the more violent will be the
"'"•; '"< I "iii^t ,nnlV-s that I am not sure I .an find my
way in this ~lian,-<' c|iiarlrr."

"Then take a hack.""

"A ba.k to gu, a ba.k to come; this would be an evoel-
"•"t chance lor my ivlatives to sav I am a soendthrin." siid
the testy old fellow.

.
<

"I have an imp<u-lant message to send into vour .niarler"
-•lid Hrigute. who foun.l it was iieces>arv to "hear ihe cost •

•"ly porter is about taking a ha.'k then— if vou wonbl e;,re
i" take advantage of that

"

"i accept, madame," said the old prof,>..or. ri-in- "if it
'"i.ies to the wor>t you <-an testify h,.fore mv judge' "fop mc
Kiat I was too nigganlly to pav for hack hire'"

'•H-nri." said Bn,i,,e to h..r dnmeMie, "Make monsieur
;• <h<- ii-UM. ot MonH..ur I'aseul. the janitor, am! tell him to
'" '•'; ''•'•""I

' '"''' !'i"' "'""•!
: al>o l„ take monsieur to his

• wn door and be ( aivful of him."
"Be careful! be careful!" said the old man. refusin" the

'£

•s.
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arm (if tlv >t'rvant ; "what do you take mc for, madarae, a

trunk or a pwcv of cracked cliiiiar"

Seeing tliat s-lio had got licr man fairly to the door, Brigitte

gave her mind free veiil

:

"What 1 said, monsieur, is for your own good; and permit
mc to remark tiiat you are not of tlie most agreeable disposi-

tion."

"Be careful,-'' repeated the old man ; "but you, perhaps,
don't know, madamc, that it is words like that that brings a

commission in lunacy? However, I won't 1)e too rude in

return for your hospitality, the more so that I have been able

to put ^Monsieur i-Y>lix, who has purposely missed me, in his

right place.'"

*"(jet out, you old liriite; get out," said Brigitte, shutting

the door behind him.

The restraint she had jtlaced upon herself compelled her to

drink a whole glass of water liefore returning to the salon;

this obstreperous guest had given her "quite a turn," to use

her own e.\pression.

Tlie next morning ]\Iinard was sliown into Phellion's study.

The great citizen and his son PY'lix were absorbed in an inter-

esting conversation.

"My dear Feli.x," said the :\Iayor of the Eleventh, shak-

ing hands heartily with the young ])rofessor, "it is you that

brings me here this morning; 1 come to ofTer you my con-

gratulations."

"What has happened, then?" asked Phellion; "have the

Thuilliers at last
"

"It has notliiiig to do with the Thuilliers." interrupted the

mayor. "But," he added, looking at Felix, "you don't mean
to tell me that that slv-boots has kept the matter even from
you?"

"I do not think," said the great citizen, "that my son has
ever hidden aught from me."

"So, then, you know all about the sublime astronomical dis-

covery which he has communicated to the Academy of Sci-

ences ?"
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Fell

'Your kindiv f.rlin-- fni- 1110, ^ronsioiir h Mairo," said
x, (iiiickly, "liiis iiiislcl vou; I Wiis hut tlic rcador, not tho

'"tlio rcador onlvl all 13

author, of the paper."

"Oh! be quiet !"' said .Alinard

known."

"i^ut, ,«eo," said Feli.x, ofTorin.i: :\[iuard tlie "Constitu-
tionnel," "here's the newspaper, which announces the dis-
coverer to he Monsieur Pict ; not onlv so. but it mentions
the rewards, without the loss of a nionu.nt, that have boon
bestowed upon liirn by the ^^overnnient."'

"Felix is ri-ht," said JMiellion, "that is a faithful journal-
I think the government has acted in this with commendable
promptitude."

"But, my dear commander, I repeat that the secret is
out; your son is shown to be a most admirable fellow. Plac-
ing to the account of his old professor his own discovery so
as to obtain for him the favors of the authorities,—I certainly

''^r?!
'^'"*'"' "^ ''^"•-' ^''"''' ^'"''^ '" "" antiquity."

"Felix," said Phellion, testifying -m," emotion, "tho im-
mense labor to which you have dev. 1 yourself so persist-
ently, tliose never-ceasing visits to the ()bservator\ "

"But, my father, .Monsieur Minard has been misinformed "

"Misinformed !" repeated Minard, "when the whole busi-
ness was made known by Monsieur Picot himself."
At this statement, made in such a way as to preclude all

doubt, the truth began to dawn upon Phoilion.
"Felix, my .eon," he cried, rising to embrace him.
But he was compelled to sit down again; his le-s refused

to support him, he became pale, and his nature, usually so im-
passible, seemed ready to give way under this sudden happy
-iiock.

'

•'Man Dieu!" said Felix, alarmed, "he is ill; ring for help,
1 beg you, Monsieur Minard."
At the same time he rushed to th(> old man, rapidlv loosened

bis cravat and collar, and slapped his hands. Hut this faint-
ness was only tomporarv, he was soon himself again • Phellion
pressed his son to his breast an<l there hold him for some time-
then, in a voice broken with emotion:

'

si
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Mill," s;ii<l li<>, *Vo liir^'c of lioari, so groat'"Felix', my imlih

in iiiiiid.''

The l)i.'Il liad iiU'an\vliil(> In-ii ^ivoii a resounding peal 1)\'

the iiiagi>lfi-ial liaiid ; the wIk.Ii' liduscliold was on its feet.

"Jt is iiiiiliiiig. nolliiiig,"" ^aid i'luHion, dismissing the
servants, who liad rushed in. Uui at the same moment he
caught siglit of his wife, who had entered witii the others,

and resumed Ins ]ial)ilual suhnmiiv:
"Madame l'helli<in." said lie, jiointing to Felix, "how many

years is it since you hrought tliat young man into the world?"
Mme. Phellion. liewildered hy the (juestion, hesitated for a

moment l)eforc replying:

"Twenty-f:vo years next January."
"Have you not thought," continued riiellion. "up to this

time that (!od has ainjily gratified your maternal longings by
making this child an honest man. a dutiful son, and one
gifted as a mathematician, the science of sciences?"

"Undouhtedly," said Mme. riiellion, understanding less

and less at what her husband was driving.

"Well," went on Phellion, "you owe heaven an additional
meed of thanks for granting that you should become mother
of a genius; those toils, which .«o lately we condemned and
from which we feared the loss of our boy's reason, formed
the rough and steep path by which men attain fame."
"Ah Qa!" said Mme. Phellion, "don't you think it would

be as well if you would explain yourself?"

"Monsieur, your son," said .Minard, being more cautious
this time in administering the happiness ho was about to

bestow, and fearing another new fainting-fit of joy, "has just

made an important astronomical di.-coverv."

"Truly?" said :\Ime. Phellion, going up to Felix and tak-

ing him by both hands and gazing at him lovingly.

"When I say important," continued ^finard, "I onlv trv

to spare your maternal emotions; it is a great, a bewildering

discovery, as I said, lie is but twenty-five, yet his name is

already itnmortal."

"And this is the man," said Mme. Phellion, etfusivelv em-
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is jn'(>.
bracing her son Felix, "to whom that la r..vra<l(
ferred !"

"They do not prefer him. madamo," said Minard '-for
the Thuilliers are not the dupe of that intri^ier; but lie li,s
heconie nece.^.siry to tliem. Thuillier tiiinks that l-v his means
he can heeoiiie a deputy. The election is not vel w.,n- they
are Pacnficin^' Celeste in painin<r it."

"But that is atroeious/' .^aid Mme. I'hellion, '-to consider
his ambition before liis ehihl's happiness."
"Ah!" said .Minard, '-Celeste is not their child ; .he is their

adopted dau;.diter."

"Yes, on Brigitte's side," said Mme. Phellion ; '"hut on the
side of Handsome Thuillier

"*

"My dear," said J'hellion, "no recriminations; the -'oud
(.od has sent us niueh eomfort. Besides, that marria^T, aU.ut
which I regret to see Felix does not behave with his custom-
ary philosophy, may still not take place."

Felix shook his head incredulouslv.
"Yes," said Minard, observing this, "the commander is

right. Last evening, when the contract was to be si-^ne,!
a hitch occurred. You were not present, bv-the-bv; \our
absence was remarked."

" '

"We were invit.-d." said Phellion, "but at the last moment
we had hesitated about g.,nig; we felt that we should be placedm an equivocal posUicm. and then Felix was overeonie with
excitement and fatigue-whi< h it is now apparent was caused
by reading lus essay before the Academv. It would have been
bad form to go without him, so we acted wiselv, and absented
ourselves."

The presence of the man whom he had come to pronounce
immortal did not prevent Minard, when the chance was thus
presented of rolling under his tongue that most tender morsel
ot the middle-classes—^rossip.

"Figure to yourself/' said he, "tiie most extraordinarv
things that occurred at tbe Tbuilliers' last night, one suceeed"-
ing the o her._ 1 hen he starte.l off with the amusing episode
of old Picot s visit, following this by the warm °

j.proval

i:-^?.
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;;ivoii to Felix by tlu' Abbe (Jondrin and the desire expressed
by the youii^' {ircac Ikt of ineflixig liini.

"I'll cull on bini," said Felix; "do you know wliere he re-

sides I'"

"Hue dc la Madeleine, Xo. 8," replied Minard; "I have
just tills minute left lilni. I saw hiui on a most delicate mat-
ter, and bis advice was shrewd and cliaritable. But that was
not the ,<,Teat event of the cveiiinjr^. Every one was present to
licar the contract nad; they waited in expectation of the
notary for a full hour, but he never came."

"Tlien the contract was not signed, ' said Felix eagerly.
"Xot even read, my friend. All at once some one came

in to say that the notary bad started for Brussels."
"Undouijtedly on more urgent business," said Phellion,

innocently.

"Much more urgent," replied .Minard; "a little bank-
ruptcy of five hundred tliou.sand fran-s, which the gentleman
skipped."

"But who is this public officer," demanded Phellion, "so
recreant to his trust, as, in this scandalous manner, to forego
the sacred duties of his calling?"

"Think now! your neighbor, on the Rue St. Jacques, the
notary Dupuis."

"What!" said Mnie. riiellion, "so pious a man as he? Why
he k *he parisli churchwarden."
"Ah! niadame," said :Minard. "it is just those very peo-

ple who set the fastest pace; he is not the only one."
"Tell us all about it,"' said Mme. Phellion, with animation.
"Well, it seems," Minard wont (Ui, "that this canting swin-

dler had the savings of a number of servants placed in his
hands, and that Monsieur la Peyradc—you see they are all in
a clique, tliese pious folk—was charged with the duty of
recruiting clients for him among Iha, class."

"I always said that Proven(;al," interrupted Mme. Phel-
lion, "was a worthless fellow."

"Keeently," replied iho mayor, "he had placed with Dupuis
the savings of an old housekeeper, herself one of the pious,
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amounting to f|uite a nice little sum ; niv faith ! it was worth
the trouble—twenty-five thousand franc'^, if vou please; this
housekeeper, named Madame T.anibert "

"Madam- T.ambert,- interrupted Felix, in his turn; "l)ut
that IS y . leot's iiousekeeper—grrinipv cap, a juile, thin
face, shows no hair, always speaks with lowered eyes?"

"That's the very woman, a true picture of a' hypocrite,"
said Minard.

"Twenty-five thousand francs of savings!'' said Felix; "I
am no longer astonished tliat poor old Picot is always
pinched."

"So that some one had to meddle with tlie sale of his
books," said .Minard, slyly. "Well, however that mav be,
you can imagine that she was in a dreadful state when she
heard of the notary's flight. She went at once to la Peyrade's
lodgings

;
there they told her that he was dining and spendin"

the evening with the Thuilliers, whose address thev gave her
in such a bungling mavner that she ran about all the evenin<--
arriving there at ten o'clock, when all the gaping company
sat wondering what next to do, neither Britritto nor Thuillicr
having sense enough to redeem such an awkward position;
I can tell you we all missed the finesse of Madame de Godollo
and the talent of Madame Phelliou "

"You are too polite, Monsieur le Jlaire," said :\rme. Phel-
lion, primly.

"Finally," resumed Minard, "about ten o'clock the Lambert
woman arrived at the anteroom of Musieur the councilor-
general, and demanded in an excited manner to speak with
Monsieur the advocate."

"Quite naturally," said Phelliou, "ho was the agent, and
the woman had the right to question him."
"You should just have seen the Tartuffe," continued Mi-

nard. "He had scarcely left the room when he returned with
the news. As everybody was anxious to be going, there was
a general stampede. Then what does our man do? He goes
back to Madame Lambert, whom he had left in the ante-room
and who never ceased crying that she was ruined ! she was

i I
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lost I—wliicli, (jf cour.-L', luay liave In'cii true, Ijiit might also

iiRTcly liavo Ih'cii a sccmic (•.ircriilly arraiiu^'il IhIwwii thoiu

—

Ix'fore all the -ac-is in ilu- aiilf-fliaiiilifr, wlio had hccn dis-

liirliLtl liy lliis MTvaiil's claiiHir,-.. •IJca.-.-urc yoursclt', my
wortliy WDiiiaii," taul the ('(liu.r-iii-cliii'f of tlio 'ficlio do la

Biovrc,' Milcimily : 'llie inve.-linciu was madi' at ymir own
request; con.-iM[iuiitly, I owe \<>u iioiliing; hut it is sutlioiont

tliat as tliu iiiiMuy jias.-rd ilirouuh niy jiaiids my conscience

tells 1110 thai 1 am r('>])()nsil)le; it [hv a,-,-iguees of tlie notary
do not realize enou^di, i will pay you in full.'"

'That is rit^'lit," .-aid Plullinii. ''As I >ai(l a moment ago,

the agent .-liould he responsihlc I ^h.iuhl have acted just as

Monsieur la IVyrade did. Suiii ujirighl e(mduet cannot be
ternii'd .Fcsuitivni."

"You! why, eerlaiuly you would ha\e aeted the same, so

should I," said Minard; '-hui we .-hnuld not have performed
it to the sound of a hrass hand, hut have paid it (piietly, like

gentlemen. But with what will this electi<m manipulator
pay? Out of the bride's dowry I"

At this moment entered the little servant boy, who handed
a letter to I'elix I'hillion. Ji Mas fr.uu Father Picot, written

from his dictation by Madame Lamhcrt, for which rea.s)n we
will not reproduce the orthography.

The handwriting of madame was of that style which is never

forgotten when (nice seen. I'elix reeognixed it at once.

"It is a letter from t!ie ])rofessor," said he, and before

breaking the seal he -aid :

"With your pennission. Monsieur le ^layor.'"

"Ih; is after you," said Minard. "I never saw anything
so annising as his raue la-t night."

On reading ii I'c'lix smiled. When ho had finished he
passed the letter to his father.

"You may read it ah aid," he said.

PhclHon took the letter, and in his solemn voice:

" My dear Fi'lix," Im lmh theirroat citizen, "T have jnst roroived

your note; it arrived in tlie nick of time, for they tell iiic that I

PfS'ldM!!'!'^



TIIK MIDDF.R CLASSKS 401

w,ia m a rajr.> witl. y..,,. Yo„ smv tliat in l.Hntr pniltv of itl.usi,,..
...y .„M..,|,-M,o Our « hi.l. I ,,n,puse to Kive yu„ a p.o.l drc'SHinLM i»onhT to K.ve a knorkuut l,|.,vv t,. n.y family l,vsl.nni„K tl.at a i.'.anwh„ was <ai.al,lo ,.f .nakin- tho ..lal.urate .alnilatioiis ,u..v.,Hary fur
tlM.s .hsruvry y.,u luuv n.a.io was nm l.y any n,ean« th.- man to he
a(v.M,nt.Mi a Innati,-, ai„l to J.ave I.Ih alFairn ••ontrol]..,! I.v oti.ors
ilus ar;ru,n,.nt ploa^vs uh; it in m.h an cx.vlk.nt a.;>w."r to tl.o
i"<^ii"on.s l.r,„.c..,iin;;s taken a^rain^t me by n.v nlation. ; I mu^t
coniMu.n.l yon f,„- thinking: of it. I!ut you soM tl.at i.l.a tTcttv
doar .„ n.akin^r nu- t ..lloa^Mn. an,l c.nna.l.. of a star, vlun vouknow v..ry w.-ll tlK.t I .l.sin. „„ su.!. ar,,„aintamv. It is not at
myairt.an.l wl.n 1 hav,..,,lv...l tl.ojrr.at ,.rul,l..n. c.f 'iK.r,K.t,.al mo-
lon, t K.t a man sh,,nl,l tronl.lo Jum^.lf about .uch tnm.pery rub-
bi.sh; ail ri;:l,t for snrh yabics ami f:ii.'kin-s,-i,.„tista as vmrsrlf-
hat IS jnst what 1 K.i.i to the MiMi.f.r of In.trm-tion this morninL/bywimn, I '-.ust a.knowh.,l..o I wasn-vi v..,l witl. preaturbanitv. I

a^kc.,1 h.m w ,..thvr, as bo bad made a n.istake and n.-nt tbe'm to
the wr.ni«a<ldre.s, boou^dit not to take back hi.s C'n,ss and his pen-
sion, tliou-b I ivrtainly dcsfwd them for otbrr tiiin-.
" 'The .L'ov,.rnm,.nt,' answ.red the mini.t^r, 'is not^n the habit

of making nustakes; what it .io.s, it always .lo,.s well; it never
annuls an ordinance j,Mven und.r the lumd of bis >rajestv your
excellent work lu.s well merited the two favors Rrantcd' i,v theKing; It 18 an old debt, I am only too pleiised to j.av it oft' in his
name.

'

± .
a

" 'i5ut Felix ?' 1 said; 'for after all, for a young man, it wasnot f-ucb a ba<l discovery.

'

. « . "«
'"Monsieur Felix I'hellion,' the n.ini.ster re,,lie<l, 'will to-day

n'ceive Ij.s appointment as chevalier of the Legion of Jlonor; theKing will sign the order this morni„,,; i,, l,^,,,,,„,, ^..^^ t,,^,^ -^
m.w there ,s a vm^ancy in the .Acaden.y of S..ien,-es, and if vou are
not a candidate '

" 'I in the Academy." I iiiterruj.ted, with the frankness of sm-ech
you know so well, 'I execrate all the academies; tiuv are wet
blankets, assemblb's of i.llers, stores with line signs and nntbi„.,to
sell.

'

"

Ar'.M
•"'"'' '""'*' *''" "''"'^•'^'' s^'i'Sling, 'I tliink at the ti.st election

M. Hhx I'hellion has every chance in his favor, inclndinir fbe in-
lluence of the government as far as it can be loyally and h-itimat>lv
given.'

'Thm-, my i«,or boy, this is all that I have been able to do to-
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day to reward you for y.»ur giHxl inU'iitioiiH uml to prove that I no
longer In-ar malice. I tliiiik my rflatioiis will wear a rather lonj,-

fare. Come and talk it over with me as fioon aa possihle, sayaVwtit
fuur o'clock—fur 1 don't <iine to-niorrnw morning, as I saw a lot of
folk ddin;; hist ni-lit in a Imuso where I took occasion to Pjieak of
your talent in a manner much to your advantage. JIme. l^tmhert,
who can liainlle a pan hetter than a pen, will distintruish lierself,

althoutrh it i.s Friday, and you know hlie never leta mo off on a fast
day; hut t^ho l>ronnse3 nie a dinner for an archhishop, with a lialf-
bottli! of ehampagne, wliich if require-l can he doubled, to christen
the rihbon. Your old j.rofessor and friend,

"I'lCOT,

"Chevalier of the IvOgion of Honor.

"1". S.—Ls it possible to obtain from your worthy mother a little
flask of that excellent old cognac that you once nave me? Not a
dro]. is leil, and yesterday I was compelled to drink Bomo that
wa.Mi-t good enough to wash a h(;rse'a feet in ; I did m.t hesitate to
bo inform the charming llebe who served me."

"Cerlainly. ves, he shall have some," said Mme. Phellion;
"and not a thisk only, but a Hire."

"And J," said Minard, "who pique myself on having some
not loo moth-eaten, will also send him a "few bottle?; but pray
don't let him know from whom it came, Jlonsieur le Cheva-
lier, who I lioiM> will allow me to be his sponsor, for there is

no saying' how this eccentric man may take things."
"Wife,"' said Phellion, suddenly, "bring me a white cravat

and a black coat. Monsieur the Mayor will excuse me, if I
leave him."

"Where are you going?" said Madame Phellion; "to the
minister's to thank him:'"'

"Bring tne those articles of dress; I have an important
visit to make. Monsieur the ^layor will excuse me."

'•1 must be going inyself." said :\Iinurd, "for I ha^j some
business Mith monsieur my son, who has not discovered a
star."

Questioned in vain hy I\'lix and his wife, Phellion hastened
to dress, put on a pair of white gloves, sent for a hack, and

'^nt:.
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Imlf-an-hour after found himself in the pro>cncc' of Bii.'itlc
who was superintending the careful putting awnv of" thJ
ehina, glass, and silver u.^ed the previous niglii. Int(.'rrupting
her household h.hors to receive her visitor, tlie old maid said:

"\Vell, Papa I'hellion, you pave us the slip vestcrdiiv; vou
had a keener nose than the others. Do you know the trick
the notary played us ?''

"I know all," said Phellion, "and the une.\pecte<l check vou
have received in the execution of your projects is what I shall
take as my text for the important conversation vhich I wish
to have with you. At times it seems as though Trovidence
took pleasure m counteracting our best-devis..d plans; some-
times It seems also to in.iicite that we tend too much to the
wrong path, and the ohstacles it puts in our wav are appar-
ently meant to lead us to reflection."

"Providence! Providence!" said the strong-minded Bri-
gitte, "it seems to me has something else to do than If.ok after
us."

"That is one opinion," replied Phellion, "hut I have often
seen its decrees in the little as in the great thintrs of life- and
certainly if it had permitted the fulfilment of'vour arran-e-
ments with M. de la Peyrade to have been b-gun as intended
you would not have seen me here."

'

"Then," said Brigitte, "you think that the notary havin-'
defaulted, the marriage will not lake place, eh ? Jiut for lack
of a monk the abbey did not close."

"My dear lady," said the great citizen, "vou will do me
the justice to acknowledge that neither mv wife nor mvself
has attempted at any time to influence v..iir decision'- we
have allowed the young people to love each other witiiout
troubling ourselves as to where such attachment mi^dit lead
and "

"To upsetting their minds." interrupted Brigitte- "that
IS just what love does, and that is why 1 have kept clear of

'What you remark is indeed true as regards my unhappy
son," replied Phellion

; "for. notwithstanding the lofty occu-
jl

•t

-1
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pjilioiis liv uhich lio lias trie. I (o dislnut liis thou^'hts, ho i? en

• iVfrcDiiic tlii-; inuriiiii;,', (lc-jiil(> the ^rlnrioiis fJiU'Wss he han
attained, that \u- i> talkini,' of circiiniiiavii.'atitiir tlit' ^Mobo

—

an \iiiiIcriakiMLr wliii li would iiicaii lii> alisciicc from homo for

three years, if indeed he exaped tlie daiiirers of a voynj^e so

proIoll;red."

"Well."' said r.riudtte. "n is imt siali a hail i<lea ; ho would
return eiinsnjid, especially if lie di«eo\ire(l two or throe or
luore stars."

''His pre:-iit di.Mdvery sali-(ies u-." rejilied IMiellion, with
douhle liis u.-ual solemnity, "li is under the aus|)ieos of that

Iriumpli which lias rai^ed iiis name so liie-h in the world of

pcieiico that I lia\e the a--uran(e to say to you point-hlank:

I oonio, mademoiscHe, to a.-k you, en helialf of my son, Felix

IMiollion, who loves and is heloved. for tlio liand of Mado-
nioisollo C'olosto Colleville."

"But, my littlo fatiier," rejilied liiiixiite, "you are too lato;

rcmemher tliai we .-n'e iliiiniflriinlhj eiipi.Lied to la IVvrade.''

"It is never too lati- to do well, tiiey say ; yesterday it would
liavo lieeii too sown to ])rt'.-ent ni\self. .My son. having' no coni-

ponsalion to ol!', i- Un- the di-jiarity in fortuni', ((Uild not then
havo said: 'if (ele-ie iiy your <renero.-ity has a dowry which
niino is far frmi (Mjualimr. J have the honor of hoin^' a mem-
ber of th<' royal (u-ijer of the Lej^ioii of Honor, and sliall soon,

to all apiiearance, Ijo a iiieniher of tiie Academy of Sciences,

0110 of the live hranelies of tiio liL-titute." "

"Certainly," said Bri^dtie. "Felix is hecominir a yory pretty

match, hut our word is pa.-.-ed to la Feyrade: his name has
boon put up with ('elesti'"s at the mayor's olliee. and only for

an extraordinary accident the contract would have boon
signed ; lie is oniraLTcil in Thuillier's (doclion. ^yllich ho has
put in good shajie; we have e.-ipital invented with liini in this

newspaper husiness; it would he impossible for us to go back
on our promiso oven if we so desired."

"So."' said Fhellion. ''in one of those rare occasions jn which
reason and inclination point the same way, you think yon
must be only guided by the (piostion of interest? Celeste.

:'W'
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we all know, lii-,- r... inclin.ninu h.r hi I'.-vraih'. ilroii-rht nn
with FV'iix

' "
'

•'Uroii-iht up with IVIiv!" intcrriiiitril I'.rijritic, ".she wiu
p'wvn a ccTtiiir icii-tii of tiim. to (Ikx.so hftwcm Moti.-ioiir de
hi J'cyriKK- aiid iiKuiMfiir your fori—that's how wc cwuv
her!- ,•Hid ,>.hc wouid iiavc notliin^' to .-ov to Mousi. iir I-Vdix,
whoso atheism is \\( II iuiowu."

-Vou arc iiii>tai<ci), iiiaih'iuoix.H,., my Mm is not m atlic-
i>'r. f,.r \'oltaiic himself d.uii.ied if theP' couh! .e atiieists;
aiHl in> hiter than ycst.Tday. in tins very house, an eoeh'siastir,'
as celehraled lur his tah-nt as for Ids vjrtu... after ma'Kin<' in
i'uh)-,stie spee, li in favor of my son, exi>re»ed the desire of
Ix'coinin;: knnwn to Iiim."

-I'nrblcu! \n ,unverf him," said Bri-ii<n; 'a„it as for this
iHisines? of tile marria-e. I nin sorrv to tell vnu that the mus.
tard ismixe.l t,,o I;,f-. f ,r iliedi.nier; nev.T will Thuillier pive
up Ins la Peyrade,"'

*"

"Ma.lemoiH.lle." -aid l>l;elli„n. r,,-in- 'M feel no humilia-
tion m havi,,:: lakeu thi. n.M.le.s stei.; I do m)t even request
you to keep ,t seerot, for I shall i,e the first to talk of it to all
rur ae.piaintanees and fri.'nd-.'"

"I'alk away, luy -ood niaii. to whomsoever vou wish "
said

B^gllt.^ bitterly. Mu.t l,-,ausc your son has discovered a
8tar.-,t. indeed, he di.I nally discover it, ami not that oldman whom the -overnmeMi has decorated,—do vnu tlunk that
he can marry one of the dau-htcrs of the" King of tho
French .•'

"

/•Enough," Slid i'liellion. "we will sav no more; without
wishing to d..pn.ciate the Thuillicrs, I might replv that tho
Orleans family seems to me a far-fetched illustration. But I
do not wish to introduce bitterness into our conversation and
therefore, begging you t(

respects, I will rcti

receive the assurance of mv liumblt
re.

H iving said tins.

arrow leavin^r ]iri-ritte u

ic made a inajestic exit, this Parth

fu nous rage, all th

nder the slim: of

before ilme. Thuill

c mni-e exasperating because tl

lan

IIS compari-n. in a

ic eveninsr
icr, after the guests had gone, had had

:ii
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Iho mcndililc aml.Kity to sjiv j-oiiiriliin;,' in lavor of F'elix.

It is ricc(ilf>s to >;iy tliiit the liclot was brutnlly siiiibbod and
lolii to ihiinl liiT own l)ii.-iiif>s. lint tins nttcniftt at showing
a will of her own on the jiait of lier si>ttT-in-Iaw ha<l already

put the old niiiid m a vilt? liuinor, and I'licilion, t^peaking on
till- saniu subject, iiad further e.\a>perate(l her.

.losepliiin" the ciwik and the "male"' domestic received the

full force of the after-clap resnitin;: from this sceno. Bri-

^Mtte found that in Iht ali>cnce everything; had heen wrongly
done, so "turninjr to" herself, nt tiic risk of ln'r neck, she

rlaniltered on a ciiair to ri'ac h (lie topninst shelves of the

closet in which she kejtt her choici-t (hina under lock and
key.

This day, which for llri^.'itte had np(;ieil so hadly, was to

turn out one of the busiest and storinie-t of all this story.

As an exact historian we nm.-t e,, ),,i, l^ jmd be^zin the day at

six o'clock in the inornin;:, when we >liall see Mn\c. Thuillier

on her way to the .Madeleine to iuar the mass which the

Abbe (I'ondrin celebrated at that hour, and afierward to ap-

jiroach tiiat holy talde, a viaticum whi<h ]iious souls never
fail to fortify themselves with when it is in iheir minds to

accomplish some ;:reat resolution.

At eight o'clock wc shall see the elder Minard callinj.; upon
the youni,' vicar by virtue of his appointnu'nt, and confiding

his jiaternal griefs to the able and conciliatory casuist. The
Abbe (.iondrin gently blamed him for training his son to a

profession which, while it .eeems to lead to a life of hard
work and study, really tempts a youth to every folly. Bar-
risters without briefs and dmtors without patients, when
impecunious, are the recruiting grounds of revolution and
miiicliief; when they are ridi, on the other hand, they ape
the youthful aristocracy, which, bereft of all its privileges

but the doJce far nividc. devotes the leisure of an idle and
useless life to training horses for the course or women for

the stage.

In this particular instance the violent pro<cediiigs con-

?^:«ss
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'•mplntcMl hv til.. .M;,v,.r of tl.o EU-vTriH. wt-ro pun'lv ,l,i.
MUTicul. 'II..T,. 1, 11.. l.,„-,.r a Saiiit-Laxar.. fur tlu> a.v..m.
""'latmn of \r,|,| vonih. ami Man.m Lr.rauts an- no lunr^or
^"'"«I'I""I to Ani.Tita. Tl... al.i.o m.^^^.m..,! tliat ti,.' fath.T
iK.uld Miir.T >..„u. [...uniary sa.nli.r; tli.. Mi-.-n shoiil.l l.o
i'ai.lofTan.l Miarri..l .,ui of tlu. wav: thn. \w,ul,| morality tri-
""I'li in tu-.. way.. Tli,. younu' al.lm maiiif.M,.,! 110 (.a-n'riu-s
:o un(J..rtak.. tli.. solution „f t|„. uuiUvr ImiiM.ir. II.. wa< loo
voung for this >ort ..f .i,pl„ma.y, uli,.,v >,an.!al nii-lii r.a.lilv
a<rompany tl,.. atl.mpt lu do -n.„l. As tl... v.,un- girl ha.l a
-ioth..r. til.. Iu.it. .r j.j.iii woul.l h.. f,,r .M.nanl to s.Tid for ari.l
!rc'at with licr.

About mi.l-.iay tli.- M],0 (;„n,lriM lia.l a visit fr.)m Mme.
i huillR.r an.i CvUsW. Th.. poor chil,! want...! >^omo further ox-
I'lanitiou of the wor.ls hy whj. I, tli,. ..jo.pu.nt pnost, thu previ-
ous evening in Jirigiiie-s salon, had vou.iie.l for Felix Phel-
iui. s salvation, h M.c.nu..l slran-e to this young theologian
that withont hemg (lev.,iit a .^..iil eoul.l he admitted to merev hv
Divme jiistiee, for surely th.- anathema is explicit: "Out of
tho church there is no .silvatio.-i."

'•My d.'ar chil.I," sai.I the AhhC" (.iondrin, "you must learu
to better understand those words which seem so inexorable
t 18 spoken more to tlie glorification of those who have the
happiness to dwell within the pale of our holv mother the
hurch than a malediction on tho.-e who are so unfortunate

.!< to be separated from it. God sees the depths of uU heartsmd knows His elect; and so great is tiio treasure of His
loving-kindne.^s that it has been given to none to limit its
:..nerosity and abun.lanee. Who shall dare to sav to (iod
'lie Omnipotent: 'Thus far Thou shalt he generous and
muniheeiit. Jesus Christ forgave th.. woman taken in adul-
tery; on the cross He promise.l para.lise to the repentant
Mnef

;
these show us that his wisdom an-l mercv, and not man's

Hulgments. shall he supreme. Ho who thinks himself a
' hristian may in the eyes of God ho hut an idolater; another
'•^•lio may be thought to be a pagan inav. hv his feelings and
•letious, and unknown to himself, be a Christian. Our holy

4
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icIiLMoii lias lliis tliat U divine nlMHit it—all generosity, all

;:raml('ur, all licnii-iii. arc Imt the lu-aftico of its precepts.
-\i I said vc-lcrday to .Mon.-iciir dc la Pcyradc, pure souls

iiiu>t alwav- \h' \\i>n o\\>r in tlu' end; we have Imt to give

tiii'tn tinir; it is iwvA iinixirlant to give tliein due credit, a

coiilidciicc wliicli ^(lu^n^ ^'nat dividends; besides all, charity

coniiiiends it."

'•Oh, my dmll" (lied C'Icsfe, ''In see tliis too late; 1 who
coidd have chosen Le!'.v.,ii |'/li\ .-i;! 1 !a 1' 'yrade. and dared
not f(dlow llie dicfaies (tf my heart. ( »h ! monsieur, could

you not speak to my nioihrrr She alv.nys listens to your
Words."

"That is iinpossihle. my chdd." re|ilie.] the vicar; "if I

had the direction of the coii-eieiiee of Madame Coileville I

nii^dit peihaps >ay a woid. Iml we are too often accused of

imprudently intenneddliuLr in family alfairs. Believe me,
my nnaiitliorized iiitiTveiition would he more likely to do
harm ihan isiuul. Jt is for yourself and thos(> who love you,"
he added, ;,daneini: at ilnie. Tlniillii r. "to see if tlie arranire-

incuts ahvaily .-o far advanced coiihl not he changed in tiie di-

rection <d' ymir wi-h''^."'

It was written that the poor child was to drink to the dregs
the Clip of !>'r own intolerance; as the ahhe llnished speaking,

his lumsekeejier eamc in lo ask if ho would receive M. Felix

riiellion. Thus, like the charter of 1830, :\lme. de GodoUo's
ollieions mendacity had heconie a truth.

'T'ass out this way." said the vie.ir hastily, showing out his

two penitents l>y a ]irivale ]ias>age.

Life has sm h >i range encounters that it does at times hap-
pen that the same nieasuri's must he used hy a courtesan and
a man of (lod.

".Monsieur FAliiie." said Tells to the young ahhd as soon
as he met him, "1 ha\e heard of the very kind manner in

whith you spoke of me yesterday in Monsieur Thuillier's

salon : I should have ha-tened to call upon yon to express my
thanks even if anoth(T interest had not hrouirht me hither."

The Ahbe (iundriii hastily passed over tiie compliments,
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heinp anxious to leani in wliiit mani
ascful.

"With thnii,i:lij? whidi I l„.li,.v(. t<, ;. c-hnrifal.h-.-' said tho
youn- profi..<>„r, "ym witc .<|M.k,.,. to vcstcr.lav ai)out tho
j.ato of n.y soul. Tho.M- whn ,va<l it ....'lhu.„tlv" .,rt. able to
know far inr.rc about my iniuT bri,,-: U,v .lurin- the past few
(lays I liave exiiericiiced ,^traii-e. inexplieable feeli:i<r. £
have never (lenie.1 (io.!; but face to face w,th tiiat infinitude
in wlueh He has iHTumied my mind to lolbm- tiie traces of
ills work, I seem to have .-..neeived a K^^s va-ue sense of Jlim
and one more immediate; thi> has h.l n.e to a-k whether an
honest upnVht hfe i> il,,. only homa,::e His omninotenee ex-
pects of ine. And y.t there are ninnberless objeetions whieli
arise in my nnnd a-ain>i the worship of which v.m are
a minister, and, wliih' .cmmI^K. of the U-.nav of tlie 'exterior
form in many of its pree.pis and practices I fin.l mv>elf
disiurlK..! by my reason. I may ,.ay dearlv, p.,haps tJ.e hap-
piness of my whole life, fur ,he indilT-n.nee and .ielav which
1 have shown in seckin- the solution of mv douht^ '

I hivenow decide.] to s.-arcl, tliem to the bottom. "Xon.. bnu-r than
yourself, Mon>icur TAbbe, can solve mv doul.ls. I submit
thorn to you with confidence. I be- vou't., li-ten to me, and
to answer me, to tell me by what cour>e of rea-Iin and
especially what .hours you will be willin- to drvote to .onvrsi-
tions with me— I uvav p,n>ue mv se.uvh for the li'dii

"

The abbe protested tiie joy with which, notwith-iandin-^ his
msuliiciency, he would endeavor to replv to tli.. .s.rupler ad-
vanced by the youn^^ professor. .Vft.r 'invitin.r hin, u> call
upon him often, and be-ing l-Vlix to a.-cept Inm as his fri.nd
he asked him to rca.l as a (ir>t step the "Thoui.dits" of Pascal'
A natural aflinity in their talent for -eometrv'mi-ht be foun.l
to exist between them.
Whilo th

th
scene was fias.-ivj-— 1(

e interests m (jucslion. and the moral

> which till' imjiortance of

vation of char icter o f tl

acter of trrandeiir which lik

le per.-oiis concernt

and intellectual ele-

m[);irteil a char-

be better understood tl

e .-III condilioiH of c.-ilni n an
laii reproduced—another one of liari
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and bittor discord, lluit chroiiir nialiidy of iniddlo-class house-

liolds, whtTf the lu'tliiicss cf mind mid passion leave an open
door hy whicli it ciitcrs, was ra^nnf: in tlio Tliuillior house.

^[ountcii on lnT chair, lior hair in disarray, her hands and
face dis(ij,nircd hy dii-i and dirt, Brigitto, foathor-duster in

hand, was cleaning the shelves of the closet in which she was
replacing her library of plates, dishes, and sauce-boats, when
f^lavie came in.

"Brigitte,'' said she, "when you have finished what you
are about you had better come and see us, or else 1 will send
Celeste to you; ii seems to me she intends giving us some of

her nonsense/'

"In what way?" asked l^rigitte, going on with her dusting.

"Yes, I thinlc she and .Madame Thuillier went this morn-
ing to see the Al>l)e (Jondrin, for she has given me a fine

sctting-to al)oui Felix Phenion. t.dking of him as if he were a

god; you can easily understaii<l that to refuse la IVyrade is

but another step."

"Those cursed skull-caps," said Brigitte, "they are all the

time meddling in something. I didn't w.i'it to invite him,
but you would insist."

"But it was only proper."

"What do I care for what is proper?" replied the old

maid. "He is a maker of long speeches, who alwavs puts his

foot into it. Send Cele-ie to me. I'll fix her
"

At this instant the servant aniinuufed iIk^ arrival of the

liead-elerk of the tintary, choMn in default of Dupuis, to draw
up the rontract. Not giving a thought to her disordered

a])p( arance, P>rigitte ordered him to be shown in. However,
she had tln^ decency to come down from her pen-h to talk to

him.

"Monsii'ur Thuillier," said the clerk, "came to our othce

this morning and explained the clauses of the contract he is

so good as to intrust to us. But before writing out the stipu-

lations of the marriage. w(> usually obtain from the mouth of

ea(h donor a direct expression of their intentions. Nfonsieur

informed us that li;^ intended giving the bride, at his death,

^^- ŷMft." ^.A-'-Ti,:
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tlic rr.vorsion of (I.o house h. inliabits, which, I presume, is
tills Olio.

"Yes," sni<l Rri.^ri,,,, '.,i,^„. ,„,. „,^. eon.lilions. As for nie,
I give three thousand fraiue p.r vear in the Three per-conts
••npital and interest

; h,.t the b-i.Ie is niarrie.l under the dotal
system.

"That is so," said tiio elcrk. eonsulting lii,; note< "Xow
tliore IS Madame COLsl.. Thuillier, wife of Louis-Jerome
1 liuiliier, who -rives six Hmiisand in the Three iH>r-eents. wKli
MX thousand more at lier death."

"That." sai.i Bri-iit... "is as safe as if the notarv had seen
ht; liowever. if it is u>ual for you to see tlinn, mv sister-in-
law is here; they will eonduet vau to her."
And thr ohl maid told the servant to takv the el.-rk to Mme

Ihuillier. A moment later tiie elerk returned, .sivin- th.Te
was evidently <oni.' misunderstandini:. fop Mnio ' Tiniillier
sai.l she liad no iniention of making anv .settlement whateverm lavor of the marriaire.

"That's too much!" said Brigitte; "eom- with m,.. mon-
sieur.

And like a whirlwind slie ru.-^hed into Mine. Tliuiiher's
ehamher. Slie was pale and trembling.

"What is this you have told numsiJiir, that vou .'ivc noth-
ing toward Celeste's dowry?"

"\('s." sjid the slave, in op.Mi rel)ellion, but m a sliakin-'
voice; "my intention is to do nothinir."

'^

"Your intentions!" said Brigitie. s'earlei with raire ; '-that-rf
somotliing new."

''Tho.se are my intentions." said the mutineer, .juietly.
"At least you will orive vour reason wliv!'"
"The marria-e does not suit me."
"Ah ! since wlien?"
"It IS useless for monsieur to li.sfen to onr discussion

'"

said
Mme. TlniMlier. "it will not appear in the contract."

^

"^ou do well to be ashamed of vnurself." .aid F'.ri<ritt(>
for you don't ap|.ear in a \erv favor.ible li-ht Mon-

.Mour." said .slio. turnini: to t!,e .l.rk. "it is easier to mark .it
things in a contract iliau to add iliem, eh:-"'
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Tlic clerk iimiIiIim] Im tlic iillirniMti ".

''Tlicn (Iniw il ii[i ;is ori^nnally told: later, if niadame still

por-ists. Villi can .-trike it nut

The clerk luiwed and left the morn. When the two .-^isters-

in-liiw were alone

:

''So yoirve lo-t yonr head, have you!'"' asked Brigitte.

"What whim is tliis you have taken Y'

"It is Tint a whim : it is a firm re.-oliition."

'"For uliieh We have to ihank ymir .\l)he (londrin; you dare
Dot deny ihat ymi wi'iil witli ('''le^te to see hiinr" said Bri-

pilte.

'^ es. (elesto and I did call thi- niornini: upon our con-

fessor, hut I did not open mv month ahmit what I intended to

do."

"So, then, this racket originated in vour own eniptv little

head T
''I tohl you ye-terday that a more siiitahle marria^'e could

he arranged j'or Cele-ie. and I have nn intention of despoiling

my.-e!f in favor of a iiiarriaLie tlial 1 du not ajiprovc."

"'i'hat //'/(/ approve I rpnii my wnrd, we must ije^in and
a-k mad, line's advice."

*'I know Well enoiiLdi that I have hccn a nohody in the

house," said Mme. 'i'hniilier. "I resifrned myself to the situa-

tion lonij: a,L^o, ] do. thon;.'h, < are for tlie hap[iiness of a child,

whom 1 look \ipon as mv own *'

"Parhli'tt '" (lied IJriiritte. "you were never smart enoufrh

to have (me; fur cerl;iinlv 'rimillier "

"Si,~ter." s.aid 'Mme. 'i'huillier. with diLMiity. "I took the

communinn this morninir; those are lhin<rs that J cmnot lis-

ten to to-day."

"'PhcT-e'- ju-t oiir L'ood sacrament-eat(>rs.'' cried Brijjitte,

"act intr the liolv livpocrite and lirinLriiii: trouhle into the hou.«e-

hold. .\nd you think it will end here, do vou ':' Thuillier will

he here <ooii : he'll shake vou U|)
''

By (alliiii: on the ii,.iiiial authority. Brii.ntt(^ made confes-

sion i^l her weakness hefore the une.xpecteil resistance made
t(> her invetirale tvranny. Mme. 'riiuillier hecame rainier as
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Brigitto waxed ni.^n- wroth; she cnul<I return nutlun- l.ut
insoleiu'c

"

"A (Jrawl." >1„. shncke*! -'ii kzr ?:oocl-for-nnrhinff, inr^.p-
able of even pi, kin- up her liaii.lkerdiKf, ai.-i wants to i,e
mistress of the Iioum!""

"I have so little -lesir,. to ]y, Tnistre» hvre thai iast ni-fit I
allowed myself to Uv ~,l,.nee... .,ft,r airvmptini: to ^nrnk a
word

: but I am n.i-tr- .. „f u -.«•„ pr-r-rrTv. and as I 1„ Ij.ve
< eleste will I,.' verv Mil.appx .,-.,.. dav. 1 .hall ktvp it to u<o
«!= 1 think best."

(Jood dug, then-.:-' said Rri-iit,.. ir'.nirall\. ''hrr prop-

"Mine. yes. that which 1 liad from n,v fatluT and niv
mother, which I hroui:hr as my .lo^vrv m' Monsieur Thuil-
iier.

"And who was it th,.n that in.rea^c.l the value of this
niom.y, until it brin-s in twelve lhou>and fran.s a vcarr"

'I have a.kcd ac.oinit of iHUhin-." n.phVd Mm.', 'j-liuil-
her. ^-ent y; "if u l,ad ]„.., lo.t in ih- u.-es vou made of it
you would not have heard a won! of complaint'from m,.- „< it
nas prospered it is onl.N fa!r I should reap thr brn..fit

"

Be-
sides, I do not re.-er\e it for mvHlf."'

"That's how it may haj.p.'n'if ym, ,t:ivc voutm If .Muh airs-
it is not so sure that y.,u ,.,nd I will Inn-pa-'s in and out bv the
same door.

"You think, perhaps, that Mon.ieur Tliuillier will ca^f me
off.' He must have caii.-e, thank (iod. before he can do thai
i have been a wife without re])roa<li."

"Viper! hypocrite! hearties.- cried I'.ri-itte, at the end
ol tier arj.aiments.

"My sister," sai<l Mme. Thuillier. "vou are in mv apart-
ments.

,

"
'

"Get out. then, dish-ra^-." yelh d th- ol,l m.id. in a par-
o.xysni of fury. -If I didn't restrain mv>elf

"

And she made a ^'csture of nisuliimr mcnac,..
Mine. Thuillier rose to leave the room.
"No. you don't," crie.l I'.ri-itte, furein- uer into lier seat
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n^'iiiii, "find until Tlmillior returns and dcculos what is to ho.

(lone witli you. I hIkiII loiivc )'iii locked up where you iire."

When Brifritte, lier fact' athune. returned to Mme. Collc-

villo, she found tliere her brother, whose early return she had

])rcdicti d. lie was radiant.

"My dear." saiil he to the termagant, not noticing lier ex-

cited condition, "ail goes well; the conspiracy of silence is at

an end ; two papePf, tin; '.Xational' and a ("arlist journal, have

this morning rcjiroduced one of our articles, and there's a

weak attack in a ministerial paper."

"All is not going well here, tliough," replied Brigitte, "anl

if things continue as they arc I shall leave the barracks."

'"What has happened to you?" asked Thuilliir.

"Your insolent wife, who has just made quite a scene; f

and trembling still from it.''

".My wife made a scene!" paid Thuillicr; "then it's the

first time in iier life."

"Everything is a beginrung, and if you don't bring her

to 'rder
"

"But wh:it i

'It is 1 ••I

rado to m
able to pn

ing in the

onio,

mi siun >

otl.^r V :

"Y.

peek !

^faden

fur if sill

all about—this scene?"

•ladame Tiiuillier does not wish la Pey-

jodd.iughlcr; and out of ppite at not being

marriage, she declares she will give noth-

r

in

irii

Av

OS-

avi

ifc.

He (

lou!

• \.)u:

ho"

lini

:

sai-

dl

'f," said Thuillicr, coolly; the ad-

;o the fiflil polemic had made an-

i"ll soon -ettle all this."

igitte, after Thuillicr had gone to

>od enough to go home, and tell

I do not wish to see her at present,

ict nie 1 might box her ears. Tell her

that I don't li ; p; that she was left at liberty to choose

^lonsieur Phollion. au she did not see fit to do so; that everv-

tliing has been arranged with that understanding; and that

if she dues not wish to see herself reduced to the dowry that

ynu are aide to give her, which a bank-messenger could carry

in his waistcoat pocket "
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"But. my (loar Bripitto," intcrnipt.'d Fla\ i<>, aroiisinj? her-
self under tliis imiuTtinencc. -vou inav .lisiM.nso with rcniind-
in? us so cruilly <.f our powit.v ; for after all sve have never
asked you for anyihini: and we pay our rent punetnallv, and
t>eside all Monsieur i-Y'lix Pliellion would ;:l,-,dlv take ("v.lc.to
even if she had 110 more dowry than a hank-nn-ssenLaT could
carry in hi^ hitr/."

And she did not for-et to emphasize this word as she nro-
nouneed it.

'

"Oh
! so you are -oin- to me.ldl,., too," ,ried Rricitto • "very

well ^^o and ;,r,.t y..ur Felix. I know u-tv well, my little
mother, that this marriaf.a' never suited vnu ; it is di-a-'reeable
to he nothinp more than mother-in-law to your son-i"n-law."

Plavie had recovered the coolness which had ?iven awav for
a moment, and without replyin- to the insinuation simply
Hhrugcred her shoulders.

At this moment Thuillier returned; his beatific air was
liown.

"My dear Brigitte,- aid he. "you hav.. a most excellent
heart, but at times you jrive wav to violence "

"Hallo!" cried the old nuiid: "I am attacked on that side
too.

"Certainly 1 do not reproach you seriously; and I have just
f-'iven (\Meste a sharp reprimanding,'; but "there are certain
proprieties which must be observed."
"What are you bal)i)Iin,<r to me about proprieties ? What are

these proi)rieties which I havc^ disregarded i-"'

^'But.mydear friend. to raiM> your hand a-ainst v(.ur -istcr
"

'I lift my hand against that ninny? That's a good one
"

And then." continued Thuillier, "a woman of her age
cannot be locked up."

"Have I locked your wife up:-"'

"You can't deny it, for I found the door double-locked."
Inrblru! thatV bccau.-c in my anger at the infamous thin-s

f=he vomited at me I turned the key without thinkin-" "'

Come, come," said Thuillier; "the
for people of our class to do.

se are not proper things
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"So T am in the wron;;? Very well, my boy, you n-ill not

forget this day. Wc shall .-(t how your lioiisokoi-ping will

flourish when I cease iiuinaL'in.i: it."

"Vou will always iiiaiia;:e it. Housekeeping is your life.

You would he the first to .eulTer from giving it up."

"Well, wo i-hall .<ee," said Hrigitte; "after twenty years of

devotion to be treated like the seum of the earth I"'

And rushing to the door, which she violently slammed after

her, she went away.

Thuillier was not disturlied hy thi.s outburst.

"Were you present, Flavie," he said, "when this scene took

place ?"

"Xo, it took place in Celeste's chamber. She treated her

rudely, then ?"

"As I said, she raised her hand to her, and locked her in

like a little girl. Celeste may be a somewhat sleepy woman,
but there are bounds not to be passed.*'

"Our good Brigilte is not always agreeable; she and I had
a little set-to just now."

"Well," said 'riiuillier, "this will soon .=ettle itself. I was
about to tell ynu. my dear Flavie, that we had a fine stroke of

luck this morning. The 'XatioiiaP copied two whole para-

graphs of an article in which thiTc were truly .some of my
sentences."

Thuillier was again interrupted in the recital of his good

]H)litical and literary forliino. "Mcmsieur," said Josephine

the cook, entering, "can you tell me where I may find the

kev of the great chest ?"

"What for?" asked Thuillier.

"For madenmiselle, who told me to take it to her room."

"What is she going to do with it?"

"Mademoiselle is doubtless going a journey ; she is getting

her linen out of the drawers, and she is ]:reparing to pack

her dresses."

"Another piece of fcdly now," said Thuillier. "Go and
see, Flavie, what she is up to."
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"Faith, no," sni.l ^ril(laIn(• Collcvillo. '> vniir^olf Tn hor
exasponitcd state she is capal.lc cf l,.,,tin;,' im>."
"And my stiipi.l wife ,m,st take it ujron herself to make

this rumpus ah..ut the c.nlraft. Slu- must rrallv liaw sai.l
somothirifj tauiitinn: to .vt Hri-ittc <.n such a ramj.a-c

'

"Monsieur does n„t tell me where the kev is" ^,i(l Jose-
phine, persistently.

"I know nothing,' ahout it," said Tiiuillier, an-rilv 'W
and toll her it is lost."

"
.

^ h

"Oh
! yes," said Josephine, "J should like to s.m> mvs.^lf do-

in^' that."

Just then th.' outer tloor-hell ran"-.

"That is doubtless la iVyrade," said Thuillier in a tone of
sa .sfaet.on. In fact, the I>roven(;al was admitted a n.on.ent
after.

"Fajth, my friend," said Thuillier, "you come just in the
nick of time, for the ho.i-v. all on your account, i.s turned up-
side down; It needs y<»ur -uM-n tontrue to restore it to peace
and propriety." '

Then he told the l.arriMcr the cau.sc of the declaration of
tins civil war.

Addrcssinnr Mme. ColleviHe:
"I'nder the <ircnnistan,vs," said Theodo.se, "I mav I

think, wiiliont impropriety he allu«v,l a {.^v moments' inter-
view with .Mailem.)iseile Collevil!,."

I[ero the l'rov,.,K;a! showed his' usual a,,;men: he prasped
he Idea at once, that the k.y to the situation was Mademoi-

selle
( eleste-l.y her nu.ans al..ne couhl pacification be ac-

complished.

"I will send for lur and leave you alone to-,'ether," said
rlavie.

"My dear TlunlHer.- said la Peyrade, "you must, without
heinp harsh, let (VIeste uuder>tar>d that she must pive her
consent w-ithout further d..|ay, and make her believe that vou
sent for her tor this purjM.se. After that leave her to me-
1 will do tlie Tr<-t."

The servant was xni to Madame Colleville's room, in the
27

-31
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enfrosol, with onlors to toll (Vlr>tc tliat Iht goilfathor (lo8iro(1

to sp '.ik with litT.

'I'lic >ort uf .-idc-riiuiii wii.Tf, in tlic midst of Bri<;itti''s

lioiiM'lioIil IlllKl^^^, llic foropiiii;.' scciii' had licen i'nnct<'d, was

iiol ii fitting: plai (• for tlie interview ji-ked l>y la I'evradc Thoy

went, tluTelore, into the ^aloIl, to jiwait Celeste".- coniinj,'. As

soon as she appeared, in order to (arry out the program

a;;reed upon, Thtililier said to her:

"My child, your nmther ha.- toM u- thii rs that have aston-

ished me; tan it really ho true that, with the contract all hut

signed yesterday, you have not yet decided to accept the

marria;;*' arranired for vou?''

"My godfather," replied Celeste, rather surprised at the

ahnipt intcrro<;ation. "it does not seem to me that I said this

to my mamma."
"Did you not just now speak c»f Monsieur Feli.\ Phellion in

terms of extravapint praise!'"

"I spoke of Mousiour IMn llion n- every one else is speak-

injr of him."

"Come, now," said Thuillier. authoritatively. "1^ t us have

no more equivocation; do you— \es or no— refuse to marry

Monsieur de la I'eyrade!'"

"My good friend," said the I'r >ven(;a' intervening, "your

way of putting the case is too crude and rough, md, with me
j)resent, it seems altogether out of place. As I am the one

chielly interested, will you permit me to have an explanation

with Mademoiselle Celeste,—an exj)lanation which in fact

may hecome necessary? Madame (Olleville will not refuse

this favor. In my position there can hr nothing in my re-

quest to ahirm her maternal prudence."

"I would willingly grant your nviuest," replied Flavie,

"if I was not afraid that all these performances did not have

an air of putting in douht what has been irrevocahly decided

upon."

"On the contrary, my dear tnadaine, I have the strongest

desire that up to tlie last moment Mademoiselle CtMeste may

retain full jiossession of her lihcrty. Will you then, as we

Bay in court, grant my petitiou?"
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"So be it," said Mm... Cllovillr; "v„„ „,oount yourwlf
very smart, hut if ynu Irt tlut cliiM ^-(.t'th,. U'\wr of v„u =0
mud. the worse fur yoursrlf. Com,', Tlmillirr, it scoms'w,,
nro in the wav here."

As sfK,n us the two dcsi^rncd for rafli other wro left alone-
Ma.lerMoisollc," said la I»..vrad.-. placin- a chair for Ce-

"St.- and takin^r one himself, "ynn will aduiit, I think, that T
have not pestered you with my atL^i.tions. I have known
both the impulse ..f your heart and the repu-naneo of your
ronwienee: I hoped that after a lime I should haw n.a.l.' an
a^roeahle refujre for timse two curn'Mts of s.ntiments but we
have now reaehed a point wherr I think it is „.,t impertinent
ur indiser-et to hejr you to let me km)w npon what course you
have decided."

"Man ])uu! monsieur." .aid Celeste, "as vou speak eo
frankly and kindly to me, T will tell vou, what vou already
know, that, hrou-lit up a-* I was with M.msieur Felix Thcl-
lion, knowing him lonjrer hy far than I liave known you, tho
idea of marriage, ahvay.s so alarmin- to a voting girl, was \vm
terrifying in regard to him than it would be to"other«."
"At one time," remark-d Theodose, "vou were allowed a

choice "

"True, but at that time religious difTiculties besot the
way."

"And to-day those dilTieultie.-^ have disappeared?"
"Nearly," answered Celeste. "I am in tho habit of sub-

ordinating my opinion t„ tlu,t „f others who an> wiser than
myself, monsieur, and yestenlav vou heard the manner in
which the Abbe Con.lrin spoke of Monsieur Phellion. And
this morning h.. went to see him."
"Oh!" said la Peyrade, with a touch of ironv. "it .seems

ho must certainly have seen Father Anselme. then'^ But
admitting that he has heeome all vmi wish on tlu- relirrious
^ide. have you reflected on the great event which has^ust
taken place in his life?"

"Most certainly, but that is no reason for thinking le«s of
him."

J
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"Xo, but it is a reason wliy lie slionlil ,nl< more of liim-

et'lf. For tliat modesty and humility wliieh were tlie jrreatost

charms of his iharacler, I am alVaid will lie renlaeed by a

pclf-confidenee and a self-e.-teein wliicli. while it may develop

his individuality, ma\' also in time clian,i:e liim, and dry up

tlio springs of alTeetion. He has discovered one world, made-

moiselle; may he not strive to discover two? Your rival will

be the whole firmament."

'"You ])lead your cause mo-t intelli.irently," said (NMeste,

smilinjr, ".-o that 1 can famy \(n\ []]>• l):lI•ri^l^r fully as trou-

blesome as a iiusband a- would be ^Icnsieur Phellion the as-

tronomer.''

"Mademoi.-^elle," said la I'eyrade, '"let us speak seriously.

I believe in your goodness of lieart, and I am confident of

your extreme delicacy, i'.ut do ynu know what is happening

to Monsieur Felix riiellion ? He has not lost anything by his

devotion to his old master; lii.> ]iious fraud is known to all,

the discovery has been acknowledged as his, and if I can be-

lieve Monsieur Minard, whom 1 met a moment ago, he is

to be made clu'valier of the Legion of Honor and a member
of the Academy of Sciences. Xow, if I were a woman, I

own that I should be distressed if. at the very time I had de-

cided to take a man into favor, such an avalanche of good

things should suddenly fall upon liim; I should dread lest the

M'orld should say I adored the rising sun."

"Oh ! monsieur,"' said Celeste, (juiekly, "you cannot believe

me capable of such baseness."

"I, no," said the I'rovencal ; "I should ailirm precisely the

contrary; hut the world is rash and unjust and perverse in

its judgnu'nts."

He saw that ho had cau>ed inquietude and a sense of dis-

may in the young girl, who made no reply.

"N"ow," continued la IVyrade, "to speak of a more serious

aspect of vour situaticui. one which is not merely personal, a

question, one may say, L'etween you and yourself: are you

aware that at this moment you are unconsciously the cause

in this \.rv house of terrible and most regrettable scenes?"
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"I, monsieur:"' >;u>l ('('Ic^n.. with surj)riso not unminglod
with dread.

"Yes; concerning' ymir <r()(iniother ; hy the extreme aifec-
tion that she hears yon slie seems to have hecome an entirely
different woman; for the first time in her life she tliinks for
herself. With that ener<:y of will which may he readily ex-
plained when one rememhers that she has long'repres.<ed it, she
declares that she will not makt' her propo.sed liberal gift to
you; I need rujt inform you, of course, whom the person h
that thi.« unlooked-for ri^;,nir is (lire<'ted iigainst."

"But, monsieur. I assure you that this idea of my god-
mother's was (juite unknown to me."

"I know that," .said la I'eyrade; "and it would be a matter
of minor importance but for the fact that Brigitte has taken
as an insult to herself this attitude of her sister-in-law, whorii
f^he had always found pliant and obedient to her control.
Painful, even stormy explan,. .ns, have taken place. Thuil-
lior, between the hammer and , anvil, oidd do nothing; in-
deed, he further endjitten'd matters, till they have reached a
point where, at this moment, if without running the risk of
exciting a terrible access of anger, you should visit mademoi-
selle's chamber, you would find her engaged in packing up
to leave the house."

"Monsieur I what is this you are sayingr" exclaimed Ce-
leste, horrified.

"The truth," said la Peyrade; "and the doMiestics will con-
firm it, for, indeed, I fed that my revelations are .«carcolv
credible."

"But it is impossible," replied the poor ( hild, whose agita-
tion increased with every word uttered by the adroit Pro-
vencal. "I cannot be the cause of such great unhappiness."
"You mean you did not intend to be. but the harm is done;

I pray heaven it may not be irremediai)le."

"But. my Cod. what can I do:-" said (clesie. wrinrring her
tiands.

'^

"1 should reply, unhesitatingly, sa.rilice vourself. if it were
not in the present circumsianc' s 1 >huuld' luuv to play the
at once sad and enviable part of sjicrificer."
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"Moiisii'ur." said ('(:'!(^tl. "you do not interpret aright the

rosistaiKi' I have hciii ahli' \" niai<c. and wliich was barely

expressed. I lia\e certainly liad a ijrcferenir. hut I never

considered iiiystlf a victiiii: whatever may Ite nece>sary to re-

store peace in tfiis hoiiK- I will iiio>t williii,trly do."

"On my own account," said la I'eyrade, with hypocritical

humililv, "that would he more than I dare a^k for; but for all

our saki's I mu>t say that somethin.ix further is needed. Ma-

dame Thuillier hasncjt laid aside her old weakness and sub-

mission to take it up a;.Mn immediately, merely upon the

assurance of vour sidi!ni>sion. Cnmin.^ from my mouth this

may .«eem very ridieiilotis, hut U.e situalinii demands it; and

your godmother must helieve you to be entirely devoid of

good taste in eagerly accepting my suit,—a thing very im-

probable, hut which "may be sulliciently well acted to deceive

her."

"So be it," said felcste. "1 shall know h(»w to seem smil-

ing and happy. My godmother, monsieur, has been to me a

mother: and for such a mother what would I iint undergo?"

The position was so pathetic, and Celeste had so artlessly

betrayed the dei)th of her feelings and. at thy same time, her

determination to make the sacrifice, that, if la Peyrade had

posM'ssed any heart at all, he must have loathed his part; but

to him (.elesie was but a >-te])ping-stone. and, i)rovided the lad-

der can hold and raise you, wlio would care whether it did so

with enthusiasm or not? Tlu-rcfore it was decided that Ce-

leste should go to her godmother and jirove to her that it was

all a mistake to suppose she had expressed ohjecticm to la

Peyrade. Madame Thuillier's opposition neutralized, all

would become easy. Tiien la Peyrade was to take upon him-

self the task of niaking iicaec between the two sisters-in-law;

and it mav be supposed that he was not wanting in words to

promise the innocxmt girl a life in the future, wi 'n. by his

unfailing respect, atTeclion, and devotion, he would spare her

every regret for the moral necessity under which she had ac-

cepted him.

When Celeste went to her g.ulnKjther she found it but a
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plifjht t;i>k In ciiiiviiur !icr. 'I'lir im.-ini) of will iicc{'>>arv

for her Intc rcliclliun Wiis :i!iiiii-.t sii|iiTluitii;ni, fur -ln' \va>

aftiutr iiL:;ini>t hrr cmtv iii.-tiii<'t. Al th.' hiimiiciiI ulini she
received the fai>e ciiiiliileinc (if Iht i^dilchiM. tlir ri'a(iH>n was
l)e<rinrliIlL^ and .-he woiil.i (Inulitl,-^ lia\r fallal in tln' .-tn'iiuMli

necessary id i-diiliiita' in the new patii un aIiicIi .-he had
startiMJ. She wa^- thus an ca-v diiji.' id the cdnicdN hhivnl for

la I'eyradcV hi-nclii m ( 'ric-lc",- lender hrari. 'I'hi' Icinpr-t

calmed cm ihi.- .-idc. la I'ryrade had tm dillli nliy in slidWin.u'

Brifritte that -lie had Lidnc raihrr tdd far in her atldinpi at

suppressing' the revdlt a,LMin>t her aulhority. 'i'lial authority
l)ein<r no |on</er di-^f)iit(d. BriLritte was iio loiip-r ineenserl

ai:aiii>t her sister-in-law. whom -hi' had lirrn on the point of
slapping: so the ipiarnd was sett led with a frw pleasant words
and a kiss. f)Oor Cele-te payinir the war indemiiitv.

After dinner, which was only a family meal, the notary
whom they were to vi.-ii the nc\t dav. for it wa> impossible
to have a second ediiion of the ahorlivo cvcniiiLr partv, called
upon Mademoiselle 'rimillicr. and >;iliniill('d to the parties
interested a copy of ilic coniract hcfon' haviriir it enirrossed.

Tins attention was not >nrpri.-in,Lr in a man ju-t enterin^r into
business relatidii- witii -o impurtaiil a prr-dn a- a municipal
conncilor.whom it wa> to his interest lo capture as a reiiailar cli-

ent. La I'eyrade was too .-hrcwd to olijeci to anv of the clauses
in the contract as it wa- read. A t'rw of |',ri-itte"> cliamres

pive the new notary a luLrh opinion df the hu-incss capacitv
of the old maul, and showed hi I'eyrade that more precautions
were inserted aeain<t him than were altoL'etlier in ^mod ta>ie;

hut he raised no diHicullic-; he knew the meshes of no con-

tract could be so closely drawn that a determined and smart
man could not in some wav edLre thromrli tlunn. The appoint-
ment was made for the contract to lie -i<,'ned at two o'clock

next day. at the notary's ollice.

During-- the re>t of ijie evenimr. takiiii: advantage of ("eleste'.s

promise to seem -milinL'- and iiappv. la I'evrade plaved. as it

wore. ..-ith the poor child. fdrcinL; lier tn n s]ioiid to him in a

manner far from the real feelintr of her heart, now wholly
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filled liy Ft'lix. I'l.ivii'. iccinff ilio Provciu^al puttiiif]; forth

.ill liiri I'ascinalidii-. ri'iiu'iiilMTcd how, not so Ion;: aj,'o. ho had

used the fAUw Milncti\r Mianiicr to ciitanjrlc her. "The
iiion>t('r I" ^he said in a liissin,;,' nnittcr: tuit she was foreed

to ina^k the torttin' hciicaili a sniiliiiLT face, and a niotncnt

later thi' amioimccincni of a jmat scr\ ice rendered \i\ la Pey-

radi' to the Tlniillicrs Avas to put the final toucli npoii his in-

lliience and credit.

Minard was annniince(|.

".My dear friend-." said he. a- he came in. '*! have come

to make a little revehition to ymi whicli will cause niuch sur-

|)ri>e. It will. I think, hi' a lesson lo ail of u- wlien the ques-

tion of receisiiiL: foreiLMieiv- in oiir hMn^es comes \ip."'

''How is thai:"" .-aid llriLMte, in(|ni>itively.

"That HiniLrariaii woman wi;li whom yon were so delighted,

that Matlame Torna, Comfe--^" d.- (iodollo
""

"Well:-"' said the ohl maid.

"Well."" .Minard went on, '"-he is no heder than she should

be; for two months yon jieited in your house one of the most

impudent of ke])t women.""

"Who told y(»u that story?"" said Hri.iritte, not willing to

admit that she had ixi n made a dupe of.

"It is no story."' replied the mayor; "T know the fjicts my-

self >lc lisll."

"Humph! then you associate with kejit women, eh?"" said

Erigitte, assuming the oll'ensive. ".\ nice state of affairs, and

suppose Zelie knew?"'

"It is not he."" said Tliuillier, knowingly, "who keeps such

company, hut moii-ii'ur his son ; we have heard about it."

"Well, ves," said Minard. (piite ])rovoked at the manner

in whicli his communication had been received; "and since

that rascal has had tln' impudence to introduce his trumpery

actress to vou so that she might he written up in your journal,

1 hide notliing from yon. ^lonsieur .Fulian has taken upon

himself to sup])ort an actress from a petty theatre, and it

•was in hi'r company that T met iimir frinul. ^fadame de Go-

dollo. It -eems to me I speak plainly enough, and my word

is not to he doubted."
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"Pprliap? it may he plain ciiou^'fi to you." roplinl Rri<;iito,

"but unkss you arc one oi' thost' worthy men, fatiiors to wluun

their sods introduce their mistresses, I should like to know
how vou, vou, found yourself in company of .Monsieur Julian's

'blonde'?''-

'"Ah I"' pai<l .Minard, iu a fury; "do you suppose th; , I am
the man to lend a hand to my son's j)roflif,'acy ?"

"1 supposi' not!iinj,%" retorted Brigitte ; "you said : 'I found

myself in her company
"I said nothing of the kind," interrupted Minard: "I did

say that I had >een Madame de (lodollo. whose real name
is Koniorn, and is no more a countess than you or Madame
Colleville are, in the company of an unworthy creaturi' with

whom my son wastes his money and time. Xow, perhai)s you
would like me to explain the how and why of the met'ting."

"Why, yco," said Brigitte, incredulously; "the explanation

does not seem unnecessary."

"Very well. To show the manner in which I shut my eyes

to my son's misconduct, when I was wa-"ied hy an anonymous
letter telling of his debaucheries, I took stej)s to have the evi-

dence of my own eyes; for I know how far in general an

anonymous letter is to be relied on."

"By-the-by," said Brigitte, in a parenthesis, and turning

to la Peyrade, "it's funny we have had none about you. Mon-
sieur Advocate."

"If you don't care to listen," said ^linard, nettled at being

interrupted, "it is useless to ask for particulars."

"That's so," replied Brigitte, "we are listening. You
wished to see with your own eyes

"

"Yes," said Minard, "and on the day of your dinner, when
I came in so late, I had h(en to the Kolies-Dramatiques, the

scone of Julian's dissipations, where his creature was to make
her debut. I wanted to .see if that young scoun<!rel, who. pre-

tending to be sick, had left the house iiimied lately after our

departuri', was at his post as (hiijiur: it is cruel, in fact, to

admit how these imbeciles who become infatuated with ac-

tresses go down hill."
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"Was 111' tiicrc:'"' >ai(i r.rijrittc. >li"\vin;,' little fvnipathy for

the woes of Miiii^iciir the Mayor.

"No, iiiadciiioiM'lic. hi' \va> not tlii'iv. I "lid n<it scr him

anion<r the aiiiiicini' ; Imt at a moviMiiciit on the stajrc as soon

as tiu' curtain ua> rai.-cd, lookin;,' in tliat dirrction. 1 saw that

chilli, the >hanu' of niy oM a-c, talking: faniiliarly with a

jin-nian ; he \\a> so far forward a> to interru]it the view of

Hinie one in the theatre, who .-houled : •Turn out ttiat cocoa-

nut.' Jud;:e how !ny ]iateriial heart nni-t have rejoifcd on

hcarinjz lhi> a^rreeahle adtiionit ion."

"It is hecause you havr -jmiied your dear Jidian."

"So far from liaviiiu' snoilnl him." replied Minard. "Iiad it

not lieeii for his mother's entreaties. I sliould have taken tho

Fcverost measures ai:ain-l him; hut having li>tene(l to the

Abbe Gondrin's sensible and tolerant remarks last ni<iht, I

concluded to a.~k his advice, after whiili 1 decidod upon this

"Do priests understand these thin,i,'s:-'" said Brigittc, in

groat disdain.

"The proof that tliey understand them is that the plan

reoommeniK'd by Monsieur tlie Vieaire succeeded perfectly.

Findinir the mother id' this dan-vrou:- ^'irl, I told her that 1

would make a sacrifice to put an end to this scandal, which

no doubt di.-turiied her as much as it did me; that I would pay

an income of fifteen hundreil livres or thirty thousand francs

down as a dowry for her daughter: and I ailded that as far

as mv son was concerned, she had nothing to expect, as I in-

tended to cut oif his allowance. She said a good round sum

was just the thiuLT. as there was a copying clerk in the twelfth

arrondissenient ^'iio bad bis eye mi Olympe, and would take

lier at once."

"Did she mention this copying clerk's name," asked la I'cy-

rade.

"I think not," said Minard; "at any rate, if she did I have

forgotten it; I settled evi'rything in a moment with the

mother, who seems to me a pretty good sort of woman."

"But in all this I sit no Madame de (iodoUo," said Bri-

gittc.
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'Don't I.o iiDpiiticiit," -Mid Miiiiinl. "'Thr unlv thiii^' I
f«'iir; said tho luoilirr ,,|' il„. activ..-, "i- tl,,. |,,id adu,-,. whkli
ina> lie <:i\vii \,y ;, I',,],-!, UMiii,i!i. (,ii,. n.-iMicd Miid.iiiic Cni-
iiionr. wlio hji^ my -ill \>\ the liair ai,d dco .- .h,. hk,,, wiili;
[MTliaps ir y iu .-aw \u-r aii<l liinl.Ml al .-um,.

'

pfn|Ui-itc for
hciscU'. ^hf iiii-lil lirlj, to play nil,- ;jaii. Shall I (all licr?

1 won't iiaiiic no naiiavs Til juM ;cll 1p .
. -lirrcV a irciitlu-

iiian a> uaiit- to >,v y<,ii." "
I a-rcd to tin- aiTan-nncnt.

'I'lic lady was l.roii-lii m; ymi caii ima.:.'nir how a-^tournic'd I
was when I r.mnd (n\M-li' far.- to faiv witli yoiir Madame (io-
(lollo, who ran oil', lau-hini;-. as -oon a.- .-iif saw iiie."

'•And you arc sure it was .slic:-"' a>krd Hri<ritt<'. -If vou
only : aw her

"

'J'lif wdy I'n)v-n(;al was not tlu' man to h't siicli an occasion
as this slip for rctalialin;.^ on the llunfjarian for licr trickery.

"Monsieur Ic Maire is not mistaken," said he with authority.
"Oh. so you know her too," said Mademoiselle TJiuillier,

"and you allowed vermin like this to conM)rt with us?"
"On the contrary." said la IVyradc, "it was I who with-

out any fuss or scandal, and wiiimut informinu^ anv person,
rid your house of her company. You remend)er how Middenly
the woman wi'ut away; i; was I. who, havin,:,' discovered what
she was, ^mvc her two days in which to dear out, threatening
unless she did >o to discover the whole truth to you."
"My dear fellow,"' said Thuillier. seizin- tlie hand of the

barrister, "you acted with ,>:reat prudence and determination.
This is but another obliiration you have placed us under."
"You see. mailemoiselle." >aid la Peyrade. addressinfr Ce-

leste, "the stranjre protectress a friend of yours had."
"Thank (,'od !" replied Madame Thuillier. "I-"eli\ I'hellion

is above all such vil'> thinirs."

"Oh! there. Papa Minard." >aid Rritritte. "we'll all keep
mum as to this. Our mouths shall he kept locked about Mon-
sieur Julian's escapades. You will take a cup of tea?"

"\Villiiii,dy," replied ^linard.

"Celeste," said the old maid, "riiij,' for Henri and have
liira put the large kettle on the fire."
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Alilinii-h they \yrYr n-i to -o to ilic ivitary's until rtftor-

Iioon, tll."lic\l 'll'nrillll- l.rfoiv ci-llt n\-hnk Hri-ittt' l).'<:aM

wliiit li.T l.rnih.r <iill''il luT niraii<l ( riiinpn-v). a popular ox-

ptv->ioii, wliirh (!cnolr> iliat turl.iilfiU. l)irkrrin,Lr. inornin','

,•,..( Icssnt'ss whicli I.a I'oiitaiiu' lia^l i-o well .lcpi< tcl in liis fablo

of "Till' <)M Woman ami Hit Two ,Scr\ant^."'

Briirillr li.clarril that if ihry .lidiri Ix-in t'arly tlu-y wniiid

ncvor lie rcailv. She pivvcntcil Tlinilli.T j:oin^ to \h<' oilicc;

slu- worried .losi'pliiiic tlic coolv a!)oiit Inirryiii.L' on tlir l)rcal<-

fast, and. nolwitli>landin- llic n-iilt^ of lln' previous (iiiy,

Willi (lim.iillv n-trainrd licrM'lf from najz-rin.^ at Maiiamc

Tluiilli<T, will) di<l not enter so lieartily as she wi.-lwd into the

spirit of her favorite maxim. '•!'..'lter l)e too soon than too

late." Then >lie went in to the Collevilles' and made the same

disturi.anee; .-he jtut lier veto on a dres> of Flavie"s. whieh >\\g

consideretl too ele^'ant, and indieated to Celeste the hat and

drc?s in wliieh slie wi>Iied her to appear; Colleville. who could

not bo detained from his oniee, mii^^t p) in liis dress suit, and

had to set his watch !iy hers, warninj,' liim tliat if he were late

tlipy woidd not wait for him.

It was verv amu-in.ir that Brijritte, after driving cvorybody

with 'vwordin hand.'* came m'ar beinp; late herself. Under

pretext of aiilin^ everybody, besides att.'ndin^' to her ordinary

oeeupations, whieh ,-he would not have nej:leete<l for the

world. >he liad her eve and hand upon .-o many thiu.L's that she

ended bv bein-,' overcome. However, the delay was attributed

to a ha'irdresser who had been en-a<red f<.r the occasion to

part her hair St rai.-:ht.

The "artist" lia-l arranp'd it according to the fashion. He

was oblip'd to <lo hi-^ work all over, in order to dnv'^s it in his

customer's usual style, which was no style at all. and always

looked like a cat who liad been throuLdi a hedire.

Al h:i1f-iiast one la I'evraile. Thuillier. Colleville, Mme.

Thuillier. and Celeste were assembled in the salon. Flavic

j,,i,H.,l iluan -oon after, fa.-tenin- her bracelets as >he came to

di--arm anv npiabblint: ; she was relieved to find that she was

readv before ikigitte. A^ for the latter, furior.s at Hnding
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>lic mI'iiic ktii'W t!if slurins

lee the (iliclisk : I liclirvc

I kiiuw. iit ;m\' rati', it

luTsclf liiti', she fotiiiil jiiiullicr (.ui-c t'nr vi-vatinn The I'Vi'iit

M'ciiicd ti> ni|nirf llir wcariii;.' of ji (m-ct. u ictiiiiniciit in

wliicli >lic mI(1<(iii iii(lul;.'iMl. N'mu. thf uiilia|i|i\ iiiahl. wIk)

was at that tiiiic t'ii;,'ai.'('(l in laciii;: Ikt. trinl id iIimdvit ju-t

hdw ti;:ht >lic waiitcil tliciii <!raun

ami terrors of a cor-i i-ilav.

"I would rather," >aiil the ;:iil.

it would turn out a lietter .-li;i|ii

couldn't us(> its in<iuili so tmui li."

While tho>e in tlie salon weiv laiiL.'liinu'' and taikini:, utidrr

their hreaths. at the tlaL'raiit lneac h iri' [ninetualilv in whieli

(^ueeii Mli/alieth \va> caULrlil. th'^ ]MirtiT eanie in and ;:ave a

foahd jiaekatre to 'riuiillier. addre-sed to "Mon>icnr 'I'liuil-

licr, proprietor of the 'j^lclio de la l?ie\re'— rrL-'eni."

Openin^r the envelnp... he found it (•f)ntaine(l a copv of a

ministerial paper whieli had hitherto shown itself dise<)urteniis

and hostile, refusin^r to "exchanL'e." a thing usual! v made
willingly hetweeii all newspapers.

I'uzxled at this being s(>nt to his hou.-e instead of the olliee

of the "fteho." h(> hastily unfolded the slieet and read with an
emotion that may he imagined the fdllowing arti(le, reeom-
nicnded to his especial notiee hy a cin-le in red iid<

:

An (rlisciire or^Mii was aliout expiriii-,' in its darknes'J, wlien a
piTSon of recent aiiiliit i..ii Ixtlioii^'ht niiiisclf of ^'alvuiiiziii;; it. His
object was to make ic ji stepijinu'-Ntune !> tliinl) fnmi his ininiicii.al

functions to the envied one of a <l(])ni\. ]'.y ^'oimI f.irtiiiu! fliis

intri^rue has floated to tlie Kurface. Tlu- clictor-^ will nrtaiiily n(jt

be caught by such a cuiining manner of a'lvancin^,' one's own iu-

tere.«ts; when tlie proper time arrives, if ridicule lias iiut already
done jn.stice by routing' tliis ab<unl can<lidate, we phall ourselves
prove to the nincomiM,cij» that for a man to attain to t!ie honor of
representing the coiuitry, something' more is required than haviiiu'

the money with which to buy a i)aiier and to hire a whitewaslier to

put the horrid jar<.'(ai of liis articles and pampld.t.s into <lfccnt

French. We conline ourselves to-,lay to this brief notice, but our
readers may rely on us kecpiuj,' tluin fully posted a.s to the progre.-s

of this electoral faive, if the proprietors have thu melancholy
courage to go on with it.
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'l'lniilli<T I wir.' I'l ,!'! i':'- i\'-. '.:[.iii"ii iif war. which left him

aii\thiii_' imt i.ihii ..n.l inip --i\"; th.-ii, tiikiiig In IV'vrade

Sir thi,-." >aiil hi'-, "il lll>l^- MTJini.-."

-W.'li:" ~ai.l !a I'cvriHl.'.

"liow- ui II
:' ,i-kcil T'liillliiT.

"Vcs, whai I- thiTc' par' hulaily -..ri.ai- in thiH?"

"Whal i> llicTi' that i— it!i.ii- '.' W n\ , llic article i- injurious

tit nil'.

••^'()ll cannut .|,ail,i.'" -,ii.l la !'. rath', -ihat H)ine virtuous

(('ri/i't i- ilnin;: it iii a -pirit > f r m'h.l;'' I'V tlirowin;.; this fire-

crackiT hctWrrll xnur Ir^'S."

'•('('rixrl or aiivliniiv ('!-!• who \.i"U' llii> diatrilic i> an in-

sulcnt fellow." >aiil 'riiiiilliiT. ^'•ttii!;'- r\( ilcil, ••anil th(! matter

.'-hall not It -t ln'i-c."

"As for inr," >aiil la IV'vraih'. ••I .-liouM n.akc no rejoinder.

You arc Hot nanic'l. tliou,i:h tin' attack i- aitm'ii at you: wo

should let th(- eiieniv more diienly (leelare hini.«clf, then when

we ili.<cover him-— rap hi- knuekli -."

'•N'ot at all." y.uil 'J'liuillicr : "it is impossihle that I should

rest under siah an in,-nli."

••The (le\ill"' .-aid lli" liarri>ter; ••what a thin skin you

have. You mu^t hiar in mind, my dear hoy. that you arc a

journali-t. ami a caiidid.ite ; yon niu-t harden ynurself to the

like of this."

"I, my friend ; I make it a priia iple to allow no one to tread

on my toes. They aniioiime. l)e>ides, that lliey will keep it

up. So f am jroimr to cut .-hort the.-e impertinences."

"Well." ^aid la I'eyrade, •'in journali-m, as in ])olitics, a hot

temper has its henelits; it makes a man re-p(cteil ; it stops at-

tacks
"

"Certainhj," said Thuillier. "i>r'uii:ij>ii< nhsf'i. Not to-day,

for wc liavenT the time, hut to-morrow I -hall lay this article

hefore the court."

"The court I" i'.\clainnd tin- Provcn'-al : "p) to law about

siich a matter as this? Init tliere i< no case; neither you nor

the paper and Tianied : he-ides, a lawsuit is a pitiable business;
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you'll look like a 1m.\ \\\u, ha- 1m ru li-hiii)- .iipi \'<,\ liikcd

niiiiiiii^' to cuiniilaiii In hi:- tiiaiiiMiv i>v In- Mlidolma-liT. Xow,
if you xihI thai \ini ucnilil a!inw ||i urv to !"• |iul iiit'i tin

(lUfstion. I cnnlil uiHlir-liiin! il. llnm-ii ivdi llitii it wuuM
in' (litlifiiil to -!( Ill ilii- ( iitiril\ iMT-oiia! MiatiiT iiii attack

U}:airi^t the jniiniai uhirh the riiaria;:cr >liuultl take u|p."

"I'sliawl" .-all! 'riniillin-. ••(].) \iiu iMiaL'iiH'. I'nr cxainpli-,

that I mil f:oiiiu to coniMiii insxll' with a ( Tti/'M oraiiv othiT

onii>sary of tin- authncjii.'- y I |)|(|ii,. ni\-''*'. mv drar. oii

po.-scs>inf; rivic conri;;!' '.vliidi dn..- iidt ^rivc in tu prrjudicc;
mill wliirh. iii>t''ail <•( i.ikiiv,' tin' law iut.i his own hand-, ha-i

rccour-c to that iii'Mti- i.j' dcrriicr |iro\ii!cd |)v law. Hi-ii|.'<,

the new law auaiii-t ilmlinu' niay !»• oiiforci'd ; I have u<i di--

«in' to ;:o into c.v ih' 'i- -pctid niif or two years in pri-oti."

"We can (liscu-- a!! ilii- lat.T." said la I'cyradf. "Iwn' is

your si.-tcr; ^lic \\n[\\:\ ihink all was lost IT it reached Iht
pars."

8ecin<j Mrigitte comic in, ('oliovilli> Fhouteil : "Standing
room only," and saiii: the refrain of "la Parisienne."

"Uiev! Collcville. how coarse you are," said the tardv one,

hastcniii<r to throw a -Idle into the other's |:ardcn In fore one
could he thrown i iio her-.

"Well, arc we all ready?" she added, arranging her cloak
hcfon> a glass. "What time i> it? It won't do to be there-

Ix'forc time liki' |irovii!eial.-."

"One fifty," si id Collcville; ''I go by tlio Tuilcries."
"\Vc arc .jii>t right, then," said Hrigiite: "it will take about

that iimch time to get to the Kue rauinartin. Josephine,"
she cried, going to the door (d" the drawing-riK)m, -wc dine at
si.x; thend'ore. he -urc to put ilie turkey lu roast at the ri^dit

time, and don't let it lairii. like th(> last one. Cracioii- ! what's
that?" and with a liasiv movemcnf she closol the dnor sho
had been bedding op.^n. "What a mii.sance! 1 hope FIcnri will
have sense enough to say we are all out."

Not at all: Henri camp in fo say th.it an aL^ed gentleman,
wearing decorations, very genteel, bad asked to he received on
urgent iiusiness.
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"Why didn't you >ay we wore out ':"

"I t-hould havu done so, if iiiadenioi,~ellc had not opened

the door of the t^alon so that tlie gentleman could see all the

family a?semhlcd."

"Of course," said Brigittc; "you're never in the wrong."

"What answer sliall 1 make him?" asketl the servant.

"Say," replied Thuillier, "that we are exeeedingly sorry

tiiat we are unahle to roeeive monsieur, hut that we are ex-

pected at the notary's to sign a marriage-ci>niract, and that if

he will return in two hours
"

"I luivo already toUl him all that," said Henri, "hut he says

the nuUter relates to tlio eontraet, and tliat his visit is more

important to yourself than to him."

"Weil, go and reet'ivo him, and send him olT diiul)le-cjuiek,"

paid Brigitte. "That will take less tinu' ' an all the explana-

tions of Monsieur Henri, who is an orator."

If la Peyrade had heen consulted he would not have dis-

missed the suhjeet so curtly; for he had already liad more

than one sample of the spokes that son, iceult influence; was

endeavoring to fix in the wheels of his marriage, and this visit

had a had look to him.

"Then show him into my study," said Thuillier. taking his

sisters advice; and, o])ening a donr from the salon, he went in

first to receive his guest.

Instantly Brigitte's eye was at the keyhole:

"What am imbecile that Thuillier is ; lie has given him a

seat at the farther end of the room so it is impossible that I

can hear what they are saying."

La Peyrade covered an inward agitation by an outward air

of indifference; he even approached the three ladies ..nd

greeted Celeste most graciously, who responded with the smil-

ing, happy satisfaction tliat her role demanded. As for Colle-

villo, he was killing time by coniposiiig an anagram on these

six words: Ic jourtui] V "Eriui dr la liiirrr," and had arrived

at the following combination^ of letters, little j'cassuring to the

future of that paper: d'I'kbo, juriil! In hfnic rnl— ; but a

final E was lacking to completi—O hut the Echo's a blunder:

this, of course, was au imperfect finish.
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"He takes n lot of simH',"' said the peeping Brigitte, her eye
glu(>d to llie keyiiole; '•iiis gold siiulF-box is larger tiian m'I-

nard's; I never .-aw one so large; perhaps, though," said she,

UP a running eoniineiit, "it"s only silver-gilt. He's doing the
talking and 'Pliuillier sits listening like a dunderhead. Pretty
soon I shall go in and tell them thcv can't keei) ladies w-aitiu<^

like this."

Just as sh(> had put her han<l on the lock she heard Thuil-
lier raise his voice, and that made her take another s(iuint

through the keyhole.

"He's standing up; he's evidently going away," said she,

with satisfaction.

A moment later .«ho saw she was mistaken, for the little old
man had only left his chair to amble up and down the room to
continue the conversation with greater freedom.
"By my faith! I'm going in." said she. "to tell Thuillier

we are going without him ; he can follow us when he gets
through."

So saying the old maid gave two imperious sharj) raps on
the door, and then resolutely entered the study.

In his turn la IVyrade had the poor taste, e.vcusahle, how-
ever, by reason of his inten,<e curiosity, to observe through the
keyhole what was going on. .\t first he thought he recognized
the "commander" who had waited upon Mme. de Oodollo.
Then he saw Thuillier addressing his sister with gestures of
authority very unlike his usual style of deference and submis-
sion.

"Thuillier finds some interest in that creature's talk," said
Brigitte, reentering the salon. "He told us to wait until he
is through, ordering mo very lilnntly to leave them, although
the little gentleman told me very politeI\ that they were about
through. 'But be sure to wait for nie.' added Jerome.
Beally it seems to me that sinc(> he has begun to make news-
papers I don't know him: one would think he led the world
with a wa.id."

"I am afrai<l he is being entangled In- some adv-nturer."
said la IVyrade "That old inan 1 think' I saw witl .Madame

28
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Koiiiorn on tlu' <la} [ \i>\<] Ikt to ( ionr out ; ho iiiu^t belong to

tlio siiiiie tiouil."

•'Why, you ou-hi to liavo toM iiio this:" .-aid l'.ri,Lrilte ; "I

should iiu;.duy mhhi have a^kcd after the Cnunto^s. and let

liini know what we think oi his lliuiirarian.'"

At this nioniciit tiicy heard the moving of eliairs. Brigille

ran to the ktyholc

'"Yes," -aid she. "tie is going away. Jerome is showing

him out. with great defereiiee."

As 'rhiiillier ,-li!l delayed his ajipearance, Colloville luid

time to go to the window; and upon seeing the little old man
get into an elegant eoii]ie,—one with whi<h the reader is al-

ready familiar.— lie eried out. "What a gorgeous livery! At

any rate he is an adventurer of high rank."

Finally Tlmillier entered the room, his face clouded with

care, his manner exeeedir.gly grave.

"My dear la I'eyrade." said he. "you ditl not inform me
that another projjosal of marriage liiid been seriously con-

sidered by you ?"

''Indeed I did: I 1oid you that I had l)e(>n ofTered a very

wealthy heiress, but that my heart was here; I did iiot choose

to go further into the matter, and so nothing came of it."

"Well, I think ynu did wrong in treating this proposal

ligiitly."

"What I do you in the ])resenee of these ladies, reproach me
with being faithful to my first desires, and to our old engage-

ments?"

'"My friend, the conversaticui I have just had has been

most in^truetive to me; when you know what I know, with

many other thing- ]H'rsonal to yourself, of which I shall in-

form you ]irivately. I heliev(> you will agree with me. One

thing is jiositive. we shall not go to the notrry's to-day. Were

I in Your place I slmuld at otiee go and see .Monsieur du Por-

tail.-'

"Again that name I it pursues me like remorse," cried la

I'eyrade.

'•Yes. go tliere at once: lie awaits you. Tliat is an indis-

pensable preliminary before we proceed further. When you
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sh;i]l hnvo soon tliis li,,n<.>t -vnllrMuiii—wclI. if von persist in
(k'liian.lincr (V.l.si..V hmid. w,. miuv cam .nit .nu- plans; until
tlion we sluiil take nc fiirtluT step.-."

"But, in.v poor 1„,\," sii.l P.ri-iii,. t,, TliniUi.T, '-vnu liavo
been hainhodzlcd l,v a ra-cal; tlii> man l„.I,,n- to thi- (i.uL.llo
fliipif."

"Madanie <!, Cod.,]!,,." rop!i..l '.'luiillior. "is not at all
what you suppose Ii.t i,, I,,.; tin- hc^t thin- this liou>o can do i.s

lu'vor to say anythin.Lr ahcnt her. trodd or (.\il. As to la IVv-
rado, as this is not tho (ir-^t invitati.ui ho has nroivcd. I can-
not for the life of inc sco why ho hositatos to <:o ami see Mon-
sieur du I'ortail."

"Well II. ,w. has that littlo oM man cnnplctolv h.'witched
you," said l^ri;.Mtt.'.

"I tell you this, tliat that .iM man i> all that his exterior
shows. He has s.'v.'n .n),-,-,'-. a haiHl-nme e.|nipaLrc, and he
has told me thin.trs that have ai).-olutr!y a-i.iumled me."

"Well, perhaps he's a i'ortnn.'-ieli'.T. like Madam.. Fon-
taine, who upset me on.v wh.Mi. thinking.' to lia\.' a .l-^.o,! Jauirh
at the ..1.1 witch, 1 vi^ite.l her in c.mipanv with .Ma. lam.' .Mi-
nard."

"\Vell, if lie is not a ma^ificiaii, h.' has a v.tv hmLT arm."
said Thuillier, "and no ,<roo.l can com.' fr.mi neirle.iinu' his
advice. Why. he only cauirht on.' glanc(> at v.iu. ISriiritte,

and he said you were a master-wonian an.] 'horn to com-
mand."
"The fact is," replied Bri^'itte. smackin.ir h.T lips ;,t this

compliment like a cat lappin- civam. "this Utile „ld man has
a well-i)red air. Listen to me. my d.^ar hoy." a.l.l...] she. turn-
in^r to and addressing' la Peyrade. "wh.'ii such a hi-wj.^ in-
sists upon it, why. fro an.l see "this du i'ortail. I .l.Hrt~s.r~that
it would commit you to anvthitiL'."

"Most .-ertainly."' sai.l (olL-vil!,. : ••w.'re I l,uf vou I w,,ul.l
pay thirty calls on du l'.)riail. or all the |'ort^//.> ..n earth,
if I shoul.l only he aske.l.""

The scene was h..;.n„„j„jr t„ h^, very lik.' that in the "Rar-

» A pun lmiK)s.«il.lc tc, translate.
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bier do Sevillo," wlicn I'vcrvboily tells Rasil to po to bod, till

be fools in (|uito a IVv. r. I^a I'oyrado tnok up his hat in a luiil"

and wont whillior his do?, .y called him : (}uu sua fata voco-

hant.

On arriving at tho Rue llonoro-Chovalior, la IVyrado folt

a douht; iho dilupidatod aj)] ranoo of tlio houso whore ho

was to call made him think ho had mi>takon tho lunnber.

How could a })orson of M. ilu J'ortaiTs imiiortanco who inter-

vened so crueliy in his life live in such a place I \\^^ hesitated

to introduce himself to Sieur I'orrache, the porter. But when

be reached the anto-chaniher <if the apartment indicated to

bim, the deportment of Brunn, the old valet, the appear-

ance of the furniture and the other appurtenances, led bim

to tliink he had come to the right place. Introduced into the

study of the old freinleman as soon as he was announced, hi?

gurpViso was great when lie found himself in the presence of

the pretendo(l commander, the friend of .Madame do C.odollo,

or, if cue prefers, in the prosonci! of the little old man that be

bad seen a few moments liefore at Tluiillier's.

"At List," said du Por;ail, rising and drawing forward a

chair, "we moot, my recalcitrant gentleman; your car has

taken some pulling, though."

"May 1 know, niensiour." said la Peyrade, liaughtily, and

not taking the seat ollVred him, "what interest you can pos-

sibly liave in meddling in iny affairs? I do not know you,

but I mav add that the phue in which I once liappened to see

you did not create an absolutely unconquerable desire to make

your acquaintance."

"Where did you see me?" asked du Portail.

•'In the lodging of a kind of street-walker, wlio went by

the name of :\Iadamo la Comtesse do (Jodollo."

"Whore monsieur him-self was ])resumal)ly calling, with a

less disinterested reason than my own," said the little old

man.

"I am not here." said Thoodose. "to handy wit. I have

tlie right, monsieur, to demand an o.xplanation of your pro-

ceedimrs in reference to myself. Uo not, I hog you. delay
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thorn witli ;i fari.ti.)u<no-i thn\ T >hall iii' far from approriat-

"Then, my (U-av tVlldu." paid du I'nrtail. ''(In pit down;
I am not in tin' liiirnnr to dislocate my nci k by talking to such
a <rn':it lu'i:.dit as you are at."

'I'his was a rca-otialilc intimation, and was pivcn in such a

manner as to convey ilie fact that lordly airs would not alarm
the old irenlleinai). l,a {'eyrfde. as olfensively as mifjlit ho,

therefdre deferred to his Imst's wishes.

"Monsieur Ceri/et." ^ai<l dii I'ortail, "a man of exceod-

in<:ly hiirh position in the world, and who has the honor to

lie one of your t'riend>
""

"I no loni;er see I he man." said la I'eyrade, tartly, under-
standins tiie ohl man's malicious insinuation.

'"l^ut the tinii' has been." replied du Portail. "wlicn you
did occasionally see him, as, for e\am|il(>, when vou paid for

his dinner at the Kocher de Caiicale— 1 was ahout to sav that

I re(|uested the virtuous Monsieur Corizot to sound you as to

a marriaire
"

"Wnich 1 refused," interrupted Thcodoso, "and which I

still refuse, more decidedly than ever."

"I'lecisely," replied the gentleman, '"that is the question;
it is to talk of that hu-iness that I have waited so long a time
to meet you. I thiid^, too, that you will accept it."

"Hut this crazy girl that you are Hinging at mv head,"
said la I'eyrade, 'who is she? She is not your daughter, nor
a relative, I ,-uppose. for in such a case you would fchow more
decency in chasing for a liushand for her.''

"This girl," said du Portail, "is the daughter of one of
my friends : she lost her father .-^oine ten years ago, since which
time she ha> heen living with me; 1 have given her everv care
demanded In her sad condition, ller fortune, to which I

have greatly adtled, in aildition to my own which I intend
leaving her. will t:iake her a very wealthy heire>>. I know
that you lia\t' no aversion to handsome dowries, for ynu have
sought for them in even the lowest ranks, in the Thuilliers'

luHL-i^e, for instance ; or, to use your own words, in that of a
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.,^.•1-^v:,lk..,•^vl,o^, v..n linvllv hn.w: I .uuM thoroforo finrure

„„ vnur h.nv_' u-niinL^ tu a.-...,,! nt .u> l.aTHl> a vrrv r.ch young

wu.nan. ..M./.-ianv a^ InT inlini.ity i> pr..n..ui..ra curable by

,h„ !,.M I'lM.^Mian-. wh.'H.as v,.u can nrv.r rur. MonsuMir

;,n,l Mad.niniM.ll,. Thuilliri—llu" one of h.Mng a foo
.
the

„,lH.r nr l.ri.vi a t.T.na-ant-ni.y nion- tl.an you could cure

Ma.lanir Kn,„Min of l)cin- cMn.u.cly -i.l.ly an.) ..1 an easy

'"'•iT'nn.-ht .nit >nv cnvcnicnce." rcplid la IVyrado "to

,„arrv ,l,c -.Hhlaudilcr of a f..ol an.l a tcrnia-ant it I choose

I,,,. ,nv,~cir; nr 1 .nitrht h..co,nc the hushan.l of a coquette, if

Ihc ,,a-inn H, M.i/cl n>c: hut the (..uccn of Shcha. ,f imposed

„,„„; „„, „„i,h..r von. ni.msicur. I a^^urc vuu. n,u- the most

ill,]., ur iH.wcrful ntan liviii.L^ could fonv mr to accept.

-Su for that v.rv iva-.n 1 addn.. my>clf to your good

.cn-c and intclli.vnc. : hut in order to sp..ak to people we

l,,ve to c<mu. fa.-c t- face with th.:Mu. Itetlect for a moment

on vour po>ition. Don't .iret an.iiry if. like a surgeon who

^vi-hes to save his pati..nt. I place n,y hand, nieredessly on

tl,c woutTls -d- a l.l'e up to now ., l^''^'^!V^f , Tl^iu:
to.s..d. The llr>t pnlntjo make is that the Celeste LolleviUe

affair is ended fur yu.
'

"Whv so?"' asked la I'eyrade. .,.,, >u
-Because 1 have iu>t seen ThuiUier and ternhed htm with

a picture of all the .lisasters he has alreadv incrrcd. and those

lu! will further incur ,f he persists in the thought .u giving

v.ui his go.ldauLd.tc.r in .narriage. He knows t uit it was 1

who annulled Ma<lan.e du BruePs kindne.s ,n the matter o

tlu- Cro^s: that it was 1 who had his pan,],hlet seiz..d
;
that 1

.,nt into his hou.e that Hungarian who tricked vou all so

,,,„„,. that it ha< been my ••are to see that the m.nister.al

j.,,n;als have conuncuccd a tire which wdl grow- tu'n.r wi h

,.uh .ncccedin- dav-not to inentn.n other mach.neiN Nvh.ch

svill iH. .e, in -notion to oppo.- Ins candi-hu'V So
y-^^^^-J^

,|,„r ^ir. n.i onlv w.l! vnu h-e the credit ot heing the chief

,„,,t in his eleetinn. hut v.ni are actuallv the ^tun.hling-

bhH-k to ThuiinerV amhition. This is enough to prove to you



that tho nimpart^ liv whifh yon iin[)o<c(l yo)ir=oir upon tliat
family, who never really liko you. arc now hreai'liiMJ iiml dis-
mantled."'

"Kilt yon tlijit flatter yonrself that yon jiave done all this,"
said la I'eyraile, "who are von?"

"I won't reply that you are very inquisitive, for I intend
later to answer your (|nestion; hut with your jiennission. for
the present at least, u,' will eoininue your life's autopsy
now a (lea<l life, hut to wliirli 1 propose to <rive a ^dorious
resurrection. Vou are twetity-eiirht

; you have harelv started
on the career in which I furl. id you takin.i: anotlier step.
Some few days hence the barrister-'". \s-ociat ion will meet and
will censure you. iiioic or h'ss seveivly. for the manner in
which you placed that properly in the ''i'!iuilliers' possession.
Have no illusions. Ci'nsinv—4 mention only vour least peril
—for a lawyer is not like that f<u- a haek-'driv.T whom the
disapproval of the court does not jircvent from ilrivimr his
coach: if you are hut mildly ceii.-ured, you nii^ht as well have
your name stricken olf the ndl."

"And it is to your ,uood-will. douhtless. that I shall owo
this precious result." said la I'cyrade.

"1 am proud to helieve .-o." answere(| du I'ortail; "for in
order to tow you hack into port it was ne.essarv to cut awav
your rio-in^': unless this had heen done, yui would alwavs
have been tryin<,' to iiaviL^ate under your own sails among tiio

shoals of the mi(ldle-clas>e>."

Sceinjr that he had to play a-ain^t a stront,' hand, the adroit
Provcn(,al thou-iht it advi^ahle to modify his manner, and
in a much more respectful manner he said:

"Permit me to await furl her ( xplaiiations before making
my acknowledgments."

"Here you stand then." .-aid du I'ortail. "Tweni v-eii,dit,

without a sou. without a profi'ssion. with anteeeilents that are—well—verv mediocre: with old a<sociat(>s like i)u1oi-,| and
the 'brave C'erizet': owing Madeinois.'lle 'I'huillier ten thou-
san<l fran(\<. which in good conscience you ou;;lii to pay (even
if your vanity liad not led you to pmnnVc it) : to Madame
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li:

lis

T,Minl.rrt U-ontv-fivc t!ion>;mn fniTv^ inoro. which yon of

,.,)in>(' will lit- onlv too -1,1.1 to ivpliHc ill h.T luiii.l- :
juhI as an

,.,,,1-alK tlii< inarri:iLV. vmir la-1 Iki]..'. yniir plank of satVty,

l,ns jiisr 1 n rvn.lrnMl an inipM->ihility. U.'lwccn nui-clvc^. it

I make anv na-uiaMr pn.pn^iiinn. do yon not llunk you had

licttcr place \(lU^^t'lf at inv (li^po>al?""

-TIht.' will alwavs l:c unu- to iwuvc the .'ontrary to you;

,,11(1 1 cannnt form any n'-oliitiun iiniil yonr (l,'>i.i:ns arc more

J'lillv cNplaincd." said la I'fvrad.'.

"Al my iih-liLration you wnv sjxikcn to in reference to a

marriage;" said'dii I'orlail : ••thai marria-e is. at least in my

i,|,,,. cio>elv eonnecied With a j.ast .\i>tencc hy which a kind

nfiiereditary<liitvdev..lvcsiipnn \uii. Jln yuii know what that

uncle, who,,', vou'caiiie to l'a,-i^ to lind about IS'.'-.i. wa> doin^'

licv? In vour familv I,.- wa- consi.lered a millionaire: hut

he died suddenly. alinoM a pauper: he did not leave ciiou-h

monev with whiih to hiiry huii; this wa-^ his end.''

'•'I'heii voii knew him?"

ile wa"s mv oldot. mv \>'-l trieiid." ivplieil ihi INu'tail.

'•Hut said la i'..vrade. ea-erly. "a Mini of one hundred

loui.-. whi.h in my lir-l days in Paris came to me from an

unknown souni

••Was x'lit Kv me." replied the u,.ntleinan: "unfortunately

at that time 1 was overwhelmed with a rusli of husiness. with

whicli 1 shall make vou acMmiinted prcMUtly: so 1 could not

take ihat intcrcM in vour toi-,iine which the meniorv of your

uncle inipress.l u]Mm me. This will explain why 1 left you

on the straw in a -arret, to ripen, like medlars, to that ma-

liiriiy of misery which hroudit you into tlu! meshes ol a

Dutocij and a Ceri/et."

"1 am not the less LTralefiil. monsieur: if I had known tliat

vou were that irener.ui- henefactor. who rcnaincil unknown

to me 1 a<sure\-ou. that without waitin- for your reiiuest, I

would at once have taken occa.-ion to see you. and to thank

vou
"

., ^. , ^

-X truce to comiiliments." >aid du Portail :
"and to come

to the serious side of our conference, what would you say if



TnF MTDm.r classes 441

T were to iiifonii you tli;ii iliii; iimli' wlio^i* protcfturii and

assistiincc Villi caiin' in I'aris to .-(•ck was an a;_'i'iit <>f that w-

rrct power wliicli forms tlic thciiK' of so many ahsunl fables,

and is the oliject of mk h silly prcjiidiees."

"I cannot firasp your meaning:; may I ln'ir you to Itc more

explicit."

"For example, supposing your uncle were living to-ilay."

said du I'ortail, '"and shouM say: 'My good nephew, you

peek fortune and influence, you wish to risi- above the multi-

tude, you wish to play your part in the great events of the

epoch, you want to employ an active mind, alert, resourceful,

with a slight tendency to intrigue; in short, an opportunity

to exert in a higher, more elegant siihere that strength of will

and invention now utterly wasted in grappling with that most

barren, hide-bound animal on earth—a bourgeois. Well, my
pood nephew, lower your head, and aceompany nie through

that little door which I will open to you ; it gives entrance to a

great house, of not much repute, but far above its reputation;

the threshold once crossed you will arise powerful, to the

height of your genius if there is a s[)ark of genius in you.

Statesmen, kings even, will give you their most inmost

thoughts; you will be their secret co-laborer; none of the joys

that money and the highest power can bestow upon a man
will be inaccessible to you.'

'"

"But, monsieur, while not understanding you, I might re-

mark that my uncle died so poor that, as you inform me. he

was buried at the expense of puiilic charity.""

"Your uncle," replied du I'ortail, "was a man of rare talent,

but he had a weak side, through wliidi his destiny was com-

promised : he was eager for iileasiire, a siietidtlirift. without a

thought for the future; he wanted to t.iste those joys in-

tended for the couuiion order of men. but which in great vo-

cations are snares and impediments— the joys of family life.

He had a daughter, whom he madly loved i it was through her

that terrible enemies made a breach in his life, and prepared

the fearful catastrophe that ended it. Your uncle— I enter

into your argument, you see—died of quick poison."
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"And this vdu tliiiik i~ an (ncinirai.'ciiu'iit fur iiit' to t'vad

tlio path in which he wniiM liasi- hidden nn' follow liiiii?"

"ihit if I >lioiiM olfiT to ;.niiilc voii:-" siiil du I'ortail.

"Yon, monsieur I" said la I'cvradc in aina/.i'int'nt.

"Yfs, I. wlio was 1ir.-t ymw iin« Ic",- iMipil and afliTwnrd hia

protector and providence; I. wli.we inllneiice for a iiaif-eeu-

tnrv has hail a <laily increa.-e; I. who iiin wealthy, to wliom

all ^'overninents. fallinu' o\er cadi other like houses of cards,

ootiie to ask for safety and for the power with which to build

their future; 1, w!io am tlie mana,Lrer of a ^'reat theatre of

marionettes, whicli iiiclutlc- in ii- < ;l~I Cnlumhines of 'lie style

of .Madame ile (iodollo; I, who to-morrow, if it l)ecame iieees-

sarv to the -uccos of one of my hnrlr-(|ue< or dramas, mi»;ht

present invM'lf Ind'ore your eyes the wearer of the grand cordon

of tiio Legion of Honor, the (lolden Fleece, or the Garter.

Would you know why neither you nor I will die by poison?

Why is it that 1, hanpier than my contemporary kings, can

transmit my gcoptre to whom 1 chno.-e? It is because I, like

vou, my young friend, in spile of your Southern complexion,

iiave been cool and calculating, n^ver tempted to waste my
time trifling on the t)ire<hold; iiecau^e my ardor, when cir-

cumstances compelled me to u.-e it, never lay deeper than the

surface. It is more than likely that you have heanl of me;

Well, for your heiiefii 1 will o]pen a window in my darkness;

look closely upon me. observe me well ; 1 have not a cloven hoof

nor a tail at the lia-e of my spine; on the contrary, I seem to

])e the most inoifensive of gentlemen in the St. Sulpice (piar-

ter; in that quarter where I have enjoyed for five-and-twenty

years, I nu." say, the esteem of all: 1 am knor/n as du Por-

tail : but to you, by your pertnission, I shall call myself

—

CORKNTIV."
'Torentin!" exclaimed la Teyrade, with disnuiy and aston-

ishment.

*'Yes, monsieur, and as you mu-t see, by revealing my se-

cri't to vou I lay my hand upon you and you are enlisted.

Toreniin. 'the greate-t man in tlie ])oliee of modern times,'

as the author of an aiii(le in the "Biographies of Living
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'lid Men' liiis .«iii(l (if in('"lli(.ii^'li f oii-lil. to do him jii>ti(M'. to
rcdiark tlia! he doon't kii-.w the Ira-t ihiii^' ahuiit iiiv life."

"Monsiour. [ can assure y<iii tlial I shall keep your Kcorot

;

hilt as to the po-itinti «hi(li ynii diMrc to ')iri'r int- ; to be in
your oiiiphiy—— "'

"You arc !r\<i\iu-nii\. or at l^ast ilispiii'tod." said the ox-
pontleman hastily. "Kvcri ht-forc (uii>id(.riiit.' tlio mattor
the more word tfrrilics you. The p—o—o

—

.h-IIcc! You
roproarh yourself for not >harinf,' that bittor prejudice whicli
brand? its brow!'"

"It is certainly a neies.^ary institution," said la Povrude;
"I don't know that it is alway- eahininiat-'d. If it is an
honorable l)usiness, why do those who pursue it conceal them-
selves?''

"Because all that threatens society." replied C orentin, "and
which it is th<' nii.-siuu nf the j)oIiee to suppress, is plotted and
arranfjed in the dark. I »u thieves and eotispirators wear on
their hat.-i: "I am riuillot, the sh-'pherd of this flock ;' or ouL'ht
we when we <ro to -earch for them to he i ded hv a dan;:-
injr hell to let them know wo are comin^r— . le health ollieer

does (111 his rounds cwry morning' to .«ee iiat the janitors
sweep in front of each door?"

"Monsieur," said la I'eyrade, '-when a .sentiment is uni-
versal it cea.ses to he a prejudice, it becomes an opinion; ai ^

this opinion should he a law to every man who desires his
own esteem and that of other>."

".\nd when you despoiled that bankrupt notary," excliiimed
Oorentin. "you stripped a corjise to enrich the Thuilliers;
this, I suppose, you will pretend was in kce|)inir with your
self-respect and with the respect of tiie barristers; and Vho
knows if, in your life, you have not been ^niilty of blacker
deeds? I am a more hon<'>t man than you. fur outside of my
official duties. I have not a dishonorable act to reproach mvself
with: and when a <roiid deed come> before ine, I hasten to do
it. My care of the daui:bter of my old friend, I'eyrade, has
not been a path strewn with ro.ses. Rut she was the dautrhter
of your uncle, my old friend. .\s I feel the years advance, I
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olTcr yuii iiiv iiM-itinti. ic til _\nii I.) t;ikf my jilficc, a hrido

with twu lif;i])in;.' 1(;il'« of iiKHifV
"

•'\Vli:it
!'"

t li.il l,'i r.'yriiilc, "irt tliiit jzirl my I'ih'Io Pcyradc's

tlaimhtcr?"

"Ye-; till- \:\\\ I \vi>li you to marry is tin* daujilittT of IVy-

radc; for lu- th iiuk rati/nl lii. iiaiiic. or, if y«>ii like it Ix'tttT,

Aw wa^ l!u' ilaiiL.'!it«r nf Tatlirr ('aii(|ii'HH''. a nam.' takt-n

ffniii th.' c-latf on whidi yiiiir I'atlitT i-tarvcs with I'lcvcii cliil-

(Ircii. I'iii vdiir iindi'V (li-criti<iii krcp the .-ccn't <>f his

farnilv!' 1 know i! a- thonuiu'Iily a< if I Ii<Ioii;.m'i1 to it. Ho-

f(.n' sfU'cliiii,' yoti for your c()ii>in. did I not find out all about

vou? You turn your no<o up at tlio police, hut, as the foin-

mou folk lia\c it. you owe the Ix-t of your nose to the police.

Yot r unt'e was (d" il, aiv . thanks to tii" police, he was the

c(,iilidant. 1 Iiad alnio.-t .-aid the friend, of Louis XVI 11.. who

dclii:htcd in his cniiversation ; yuur cousin is her father's

daUL'hter; liy your ch.'ira<ter and vour intelli^'ence, and by

the ahsurd jio-iiion in which you havt' put yourself—your

whole destiny ^-ravitates towanls the denofunent which I pro-

pose to you, which is to take tny place, if you please, to he tho

suciessor of Corcntin. That, monsieur, is the ([ue.^tion. And

do you thitd< that ynu aiv imt in my power, that you can es-

cape me hv aiiv funli-h c<'n-iderations of a hourp'ois vanity?"

il was evident that la i'cvrade was not so profoundly deter-

min.d on rcfu-injr a< nii.-ht have heen tho\i;,dit; for the

warmth of th.e -rcat detci tive. as well as the cool ,vay in which

his person h.ad lucn appropriati'd, hrou<,'ht a smile to his lips.

Corcntin, in the meantime, had ari.-eii, and was pacing tho

room with <:reat strides. a]>parently talkinj: to himself.

'The police :" hi' cried, -it miirhl he said of the police, as

Basil sai<l of calumny to Hartholo: 'The police, monsieur,

vou know not what you despise.' .\nd \\\ fail." he went on.

after a paii^e. "who ar.' tlicy that despise it ? Idiots, who know-

no hclter than to instilt the power which jirotects them. Srp-

press the police, you dr-troy civilization. Do the police ask the

respect of these people? It seeks hut to imi)ress them with one

sentiment— f(>ar—that great lever which moves mankind; an
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illl|lllll' nut'. Wl|il-c liniril, ! iri-tlllil> (nul. lull, \\\r cMtU-
tiiiiicr, ami the ^i inliii inc inn -(Mrr. h ii-traiii. "

Stii|»piii,ir 111 lii'iii ni !,i |'i\ null-, IiHjkiiiL: at liiiii with a ilis-

ilaiiiful .-tiiil)' ;

"Anil ymi art' niii' nf t!i'i-i' -iiniil<lnii>."' cniitiiuuM! ihr

{iaiu>;;yrist, "uli.i -.c in the pulicc nutlnii;.' Init a li.ii'lf of

fp'i'.- and in font HI- ? Ami \nu h.iw m \ii- (Inaiiinl lii.ii ihcv

were far-Mvin.i: ^lalf-ni' ii. tlijilimial i-i- uf I'lr lir-t rank,

Hiclit'liciis in a -liMi't lul.c';' Kin Miirni\ . nioii-iiiir. Mrrcurv,

the iiuot intellectual of paLraii ^'i"l-. wh.il linn wa- In' imi the

[Hiliie iiKariiale!' ji i> true that lie was al.-u the ^'ml nf

tliie\e>. We jire hrtter tliaii he, fur mi far We liave nut

(ioiililed the parts.""

"Anil vet." sail! la l*e\raile. 'A'aiitrin, the t'aimiu- ehii'f of

the lieteelive poli( i

"

"l']hl yes, at the hntinm."' replied ('urentin. re-nmini.' his

niar-"' "then' i- alwa\- .-eine mini; -nil, dun"! make aiiv

niistak Vautrin is a LTemii-. hut lii> pa— mn-. like thuse of

yonr uncle, dra;r::ei| hmi a-ira\. jiit mounniiLr hi'.dier (for

the <.'i.<t of the wlmie (|iii'-tiMn i- in fimlinLT tlie riiiiL' of the

I;iilder on which mie mu-t peK h ) : 'I'he prefeel i.|' police. ;i

iiiini.-Ier. Immired. n-peci.-d. ll,itier-ed— j- Ik. ;) ^p\ ;- Well, I,

III nsieiir, I am the [irefe. i nt' ih,. -.,. I'l pnliie c,f dipluniacv—
of tliL' hi;,die.-t state-maii-liip : and \m;i he-itate to mount the

throne which Cliarle- \' in his old aife ihouirhl to alidic.ile?

To appear .-mall and \et do jvr-.ii iliim^-; to live in a comfort-
ahle den like this, and coeniMnd liie lii.dil : to l:,;ve cvtT at

your hand an invi-ihic armv ah.va\s re;idv, ahvavs devoted,

always -uhmi^sive -.to know i!ie uiher -ide of everviiiinj: ; never
to he the dupe ol' any wire-puller, \\.i \,,ii h,,|,; all the wires
yourself; to peer iliron-h e\ei'\ pariiiion: to penetrate all

si'crets ; search all iK'arl-, all eoii-ei,.nees—the-e are tlie thin.irs

mou-ieiir, yon I'l'arl .\iid \f' \i<\\ were ii'il afraid to wallow-

in the foul, dark hoif of a 'i'hiiillier"s hmi-eliuld : vou, a thor-

ou::hhred, allowed yolirM'lf to lie li.arne-<ed to a liaek, to the

ijrnohic career of an election a,i:ent, and of a paper run hv a

rich honrgeois."
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"One must iIm wluil mic can,"' rf|i!icil la Pcyrado.

••It i> inii.-i rciiiarkiii)lr/' ('iirciitin wi'iit oil. t ilk in.ir up again

his former line of ilidiiirht, "ihat laii,L:iia,L:(' has (htiie us more

ju.-tiec than njiiniuii. (nr it iiiadi- the word 'pulice' tlic syno-

iivin of civilization ami tlic anlitioilcs of >avairi' life when it

wrote: rj-Jiil /iiflifi* I can a.-,-iire yi/U that we care little

for tile pi'i'jiidiee that trii-s to injure u-: none can iin<lerstan(l

men as we kn.iw iIumii ; to know iln'm is to .-corn tlioir con-

lem[)t. as \m' hasc eonlem|it I'oi" their esteem."

"'I'lierc i> cer'taiiily much truth in wliat }du have advanced

with so much wai-mth."" .-aid la I'eyrade.

''Much !ruilil"" replieil Coreiitin. iroinu hack to his chair,

'•say rather il i,- llir tinitli, nothing' hut the truth, hut not the

whole truth. Hut eiiomih hir to-dav. monsieui'. To he mv
.-ucces.-or in tlie-e functions and to inaiTy ynur cousin with a

dowry that will noi he le,-s than live hundred thou'^and francs,

that is my ollVr. 1 do not a>k you for an answer now. 1

sliouhl hav(,' no coiiUdenee in a decision not seriously n^flocted

upon. To-mormw I shall he ln^re all the morninir; I hope my
conviction may he your;-.""

nisnn^.-inir his vi.-itor with a sHl;!)! curt how, he added: "I

(III not say iidini. hut an ri ruir. .Mon-icur de la l'eyi'ad(\"

Then Coi'ciitin weiu \'< a -idehoard, wdiere he found all ihc

necc'^sary matei-ial- f(U' ]ire|iai'inL:' a ,t:lass of riiii-siiriri'. which

he had certainly well earned; ani! without takiuLT further

notice of the I'roven<al—who tonk his leave .-uniewhat ahashed

—appeared to i,e wholly occupj. -\ with this j)rosaie prepara-

tion. Was il indeed neces-ary that the day after iiis meeting

with Corciitin a Ni-it from Mad.nne i-andiert. who had hoeomo

a Very impoi'iunate and cNactin^ cn'ditor. should influence

the deci~i(in i<\' la I'lyrade';' .\s the tempter had told him the

day hcfni'e. in hi- clu.racter, in hi- nnnd. in hi.- a-pirations. in

the fnllic- of his pa-t life, wa- tliei'e U'lt a condiimition of

ciTcct- liadiiiLT til an ii-rc>i.-tihle incline tendiULT to the strange

soluiinii (if hi-^ (le-iiuy— Ml tile propo-al jii-t maile to himy
l'"alc-il' uc nia\ sa\ it—had heell pMidiiial with the eni-

* |-"riiui UiL- (.reck j)'./(7(/a ]inlir): liiin ,
,
iH.Kcy of SiiiU'.— rTK.tssi..\TOK.]
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harrnsi^Dionts uiidcr wliiili lie \v;is to f-ucfiuiih. It was tlio

thirty-fir>t nf Octolicr. the Cdiiri vacatidii was drawiri" to a
close; on tho sccoik! of XovciiiIrt the tribunal- wouM ai^-ain

lie ill session, ami for this day—at the vcrv inoniciit after
Madame Laniherl had left him—the advocate receiveil a
summons to apprjir licfdre the coiuim'! of his order.

To ^ladame Lami)ert, who import imrd liim eap-rlv to pav
her, under pretence that she had j.'fl tl,.' Ii(,ii>e ,,( Monsieii.
Picot and was j:oing to return at once to her native district,
he had sai<l

:

"Come here to-morrow at this tinii' and vonr money will

he ready."

To the summon,- to ^rlve an aeioimt of his transactions he-

fore his peers, he rejdied that he did not recoirnize the ri.txht of

the Board to (piestion Iiim on his private affairs. This was
ponio kind of an an>wer. certainly. It would lead inevitahly
to his name hein<: stric ken from llie roll>, luu it seemed in ;i

meastire to have an air of di_t:nity and sa\ed his self-love.

Finally, he wrote Thiiillier. informinj: him that his vi.-it to

du I'ortail had resulted in his hrinir ohliired to aecei)t the
proposition of another marria;,'e. lie therefore returned Thnil-
licr's word and took l)ack his own. .\li this wa< curtlv said,

without the sliirhte>t e\jires,-ion (d' reirret for the marriage lu(

renounced. A po,-t script read: "Wo >hail he ohlipni to meet
and discuss my position or tho news[)a[H'r." hintinir that he
might also with<iraw from that. too. II,. wa- careful to make a
copy of this letter, so. wh, ., later in Corentin's study he wa-
asked as to his night's relleetions. ho simply prcsenti'd for all

answer the matrimonial ronuneiation ho had written out.

"That is good." said Coremin. "hut vour po-ition on the
paper yon hari hetlor retain for a little whilr; thai fno!",- can-
didacy deranges the [tlan> of the goMTtiment, we !nu>t in s(nno

manner trip up the heol- of this municipal councilor: as

editor-in-chief, you tiuiv [ilay him a good trick: I <]oirt think
your consoionce would n volt at lhi> mis-ion."

"Certainly not." said la i'evradc; "the rernemhranee of

the humiliations to wliich he has so long expo.-i'd me will
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jrivt" a keen n-lisli to lli- '-i>li I .-houM iijiply to lliat middlf-

class brood.""

"Be cautious,"" said Coreiitiii, "you arc liut young, you

must f^uard a<:aiu^t n'\ciii;id"u! fn-lings. In our austere pro-

ft'ssion we love nolliiug. iiate nothiu.u'. For u> uieii are the

])awns, of wood or i\ory aeeordiii;;' to tlicir (lualiiy, with

whicli we play the <,'aiiie. We >liould lie as the >w()rd whieli

cuts what is <riveii it to eut, carel'id only that it is well sharp-

ened, wisliinji neither {,'ood nor bail to any. .Now lit us speak

of vour cousin, to whom I s\ippo.-e you have some dosire to be

presented.""
,

I.a Peyrade was not (>blij,'ed to pretend eagerness; the fcex-

ing was genuine.

•l.alie de la Peyrade,"" said Corentin, '"is nearly thirt

but li'er innoeenee, joined to a gentle form <d' mania, has ke])L

her a])art from all those ])as>ions, ideas and impressions whieh

ri^e up in life, and has end)almed lier. as one might say, in a

kind of }ierpetual youth. You would not ei.n^ider her more

than twenty years of age. She is fair and graivful. Her re-

fined face is especially noticeable for an . \pre>>ion of angelie

mildness. Deprived of her reason as the re-ull of the terrible

catastrophe whith destroyed her father, lu-r monomania is

touching. She always carries in her arm- a bmidl- of linen,

which she nurses and fondles as a sick baby. She thinks that

all other men except myself ami Bruno are doctors: she

consults them alxnit her child, and listens to them as to ora-

cles. -\ crisis vvhich occurre<l some little time ago has con-

vinced Horace Bianchon, that prince of sci. nee. that, if the

realitv were substituted for this long illu.-ion of motherhood,

her reason would be soon compleU'ly re>tiH'ed. I> it not a

worthy ta>k to bring back liglit to a .-oul that is barely

clnnded? Does it not strike vou that the bond of relationship

between you makes it more than ever your part to lie th(' means

of efT(>cting that cure? Xow 1 will take vou to T.v.lie"s pres-

ence: remember to play the role of doctor: for the ivfu-al to

enter into her notion is the only thing that upsets her se-

renity."
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After passing througli several rooms, Corentin was on the
point of taking' la I'eyrade into the one usually oeeupied by
Lydic, when >\n- did not need more room to wall< baek and
forth and soothe her imaginary eiiild, when they were sud-
denly arrested by the sound of two or three ehords struck by
the hand of a master on a piano of the linest tone.

"What is that y a>ked la Peyraile.

"That is Lydie," >aid Corentin, with what might bo termed
a sort of paternal pride: ''she i> an admirable musician; ,-he

was an excellent inm[)oser when lucid, but lately has not
written anything, ihough she improvises, and in a manner
that moves nie to the soul—the soul of Corentin," added the
little old man, >miling: "that, I think, would be a line enough
compliment for a virtuoso. But ^it down and listen. If we
were to go in, the coneert would immediately come to an end,
and the consultation would begin."

La P(yrade was astonished at hearing an improvisation iri

which the rare union of perfect inspiration and scientific skill

opened in his impressionable nature a spring of emotion as
profound as it was unexpected. Corentin enjoyed the sur-

prise which the Provencal from moment to moment gave ut-

terance to; and eulogizing his merchandise. Corentin cried:
"Ilein! How is that played? Liszt could not have done

better."

To a very lively scherzo the })erfornier added the first notes
of an adagio.

'"Ah ! she is going to sing!" said Corentin. recognizing the
motif.

"Does she sing, too?" asked la I'eyrade.

"Like la Pasta and la .Malibran. Listen to that."

After a few measures of a rllniirncllo ni arprtjyio, a vibrat-
ing voice was heard, wIiom' melody ajipeared to stir the Pro-
vencal to the iirofoundot dejuhs of hi> soul.

"How the music moves you I" said Corentin. "You most
undoubtedly were made for each otiicr."

With a gesture la I'eyrade silenced the speaker; and as the
notes fell. incrca>ing in power from moment to moment, his

29
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cmntion cxtnrtf'i] ii ( r_\ wliicli in turn vi.-ibly impressed Co-

rcniin.

'"Oil. iiiv (idill I 111' -nine air I tin' sium- vdicci"

"Have you—iln yuii uu\u\—ever nn-t livdic before ?" asked

the L'reat detective.

"I <loti"t know. I— I think not." answered la revrade. in

a >ianinierinii' manner; '"and \v{ in any ease it must have been

huiir a,iro i'.ut that air I That voiee I It .<eonis to me

"Lei us jro in," said ("orentin, suddenly pushing open the

(' )nr and ])ullin.i: the youni,' man after liim into tliu room.

I,\die. ^ittin<: with Iht ha<k to the door, and prevented by

the miuikI of till' jiiano from hraring them, did not notice

their entrance, i.a I'eyrade advanced a step. Xo sooner had

he ^een the face of the era/.y irirl than:

"It is she!" he cried, excitedly, wildly cla. Vijx his hands

Over his head.

"Silence I" cried Coretitin.

l)Ut I.ydie had heard Tlieodose's exclamation, and turning

round she lixed her attention on Corentin.

"How nauiihty and trouldesome you an' to come and

l)other me," >aid she. "Vou know very well J don't like being

listened to. Oh I" .-he addeil. ^eeiuL: the lilack dress of la

J'eyrade, "you liav<' hrouiriii the doctor, it is very kind of

you. 1 was goiiij^ to send fur him. 'i'he little ime has done

notliinir hut erx' all the morniii.ir. I have tried to sing her to

sleep, but with no result."

Then <]<.< arose and ran for what she ca.lleil her child in a

corner of the room. .\s she wi'iU toward la Peyrade. carry-

ing her jireeious liundle in one hand, having no eyes

liut for the insane creation of her di-eased brain, Lydie was

busv in arrajiging the ca]) of her little darling: but as she ap-

ju'oached 'I'heodose,—pal(>, trembling, with fixed eyes, now
liaving a eh ar view of Mademoiselle de la I'eyrade.—lie drew

iiaek in evi<icnt terror, ivit |iaii>iiig until a chair behind him
topped hi.- progre>s: !o-ing his eipiilibi'iim, he fell into it.

So strong a man as Corentin, knowing as he did every in-
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cidpnt ill tho trnpcdy l,v uliic); T.y(1i<> hii<] lost li,>r mnnn.
had already divined iind uiiderst I the whole stopv : hut he
conceived the idea of letiinir the brijrht lj<,rht of proof shine
in upon this fearful darkiie-s.

"Look, doctor." said Lydi*., takinir olT the wra|ipin;r<, while.
as she detached them. iMittinu' tlu' [.in,^ hetween her iTps. "docs
she not prow thinner .md thinner;-""

La Pey ide was unahle to repl\. He hurie-] his face in his
handkerchief: his hreath came so fast that hi' was incapable
of utterinir a word.

Then in a gesture of fi'verisli impatience, to wliicli her
mental state predi.>j)o>,.d her:

"But look at her. d.-tor."" she cried, pullini: his arm vio-
lently and thus compejlini: him t.) ,-ho\v hi- f,.atures. "Mv
(uh] !'" said she. when -he saw tl le face (.f till. I rovencai
And. droppinir the bundle of linen, -he -larled Ijack : her

eyes jrrcw ha,.z>:ard ; she passe,] )„.,• elaminv hands thronirh
her hair and over her forehea<!. an! seemrd to he maki.i:^'

a

frantic effort to revive some dormant memory to her mind.
Then like a friir]itcne(I filly who eoines to -mell an object ihat
has alariiKMl it. she slowly neared the rrovencal. stoopin- to
look into his face, which he kept l--vered. a,i.l amid a pro-
found silence examined him for a ivw second-. Suddcidv
a terrible cry escaped her throat, she sou.Ldit refuse in the
arms of Corentin. and, pressing against him with all her
strength

:

"Save me ! Save me '""
she shrieked. -It is he; the wretch,

the villain ! That is h,- who did it all
!"'

And with her finger extended sh(> seemed to nail tlie miser-
able object ()( lier aver.-inii to the -pot.

After this explosion .-he stammered a few disconnected
words and clo.-ed her eves, Corentin felt all her nin.-^cle- relax-
ing, which a moment i.efon had held him a- in a vis(-. received
in his arms the unconscious uirl before la Pevra<le bad nn-ov-
ered suthcientlv to assist hint, and laiil her nn the couch.
"Do not stay here, mon-ii'ur."" -aid Corentin. "Co into

my .study: 1 will join vou preseiitlv."
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Sliortlv nftcr. Ii'iivhilt llio siik fxirl in the cnro of Kiitt ailfl

linuio. iiii<l lin\in!.' M'lit rcrriulic for Dr. Biaiichoii. Coroiitin

rejoined la I'l'yradf.

"You sen." said he. witli solciiinity, "that while folh.-.ving

up this iiiariia^re with a .<nrt of j-assiouate zeal, I was doing

the will of (iod.""

"Mon-icur."" said la l'e\Ta<1e, with compunction, "I should

indeed eonfe-s to you
"'

"It is Useless." interrupteil Corentin. "you can tell nie

iKithin,-: 1 do noi already know; on the contrary, there is

much 1 can tell you. Old Peyrade. ynur uncle, in the hopo

of jrainin;.^ a dov/ry for his idolized dauiihter. entered into

a dang(>rous jirivate enterprise; a thin.ir I would advise you

to always avoid, lie encountered that N'autrin. of whom you

ppoke ycsterdav. atid whom the ]M)lice had not then ahsorhed,

as it did afterwards, on his wav. Your uncle, clever as he

was. could not cnjie with that man, who rejected no aid to

sjueccss—neither murder, poison, nor rape. To paralyze your

uncle's efforts, Lydie wat not indeed ahducted. hut enticed

to a seemin<rlv respectable house; there she was kept concealed

for ten davs. She was told this was done at her fathers wish,

po, not heiiijr alarmed, she spent her time--well, you reraera-

her how she can sin^'."

"Oh !" ejaculateil la I'eyrade, coverimr his face with his

liands.

-Held as a hosta,<;-e." contiinied Corentin. "the unfortunate

youn.u^ ,^irl. in case her father did not do as was reciuired

of him within ten days, was reserved for a most horrible fate.

A narcotic and a man were to play the role of executioner

with the dauirhter <>\' Sejanus
""

"^^onsiellr. monsieur, have mercy," jrroaned la Peyrade.

"I told you vesteniav tluit you mi,Ldit have more on your

conscience thaii that house of' the Thuilliers'; but you were

younu' then. Without experience. brin.L'in.L' with you the hru-

"tality~of vour e.iuntrv, vou had. 'hat frenzied Southern blood,

which on occasion tlin.L'-s it-elf blindly on. Then y(mr rclation-

shi]) was known to those who wore plotting the ruin of
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this new ^]J1ri-^il Ihirlowo: the rofitifd cnicllv of nsinp von

ay A tool liiiil sdtiH'lliinLr so (liMl)olically attractive tiiat even

a slircwilrr- man ami a iiinrc hai'dcni'il roiie than you would
hardly have c-cajicd tlic ciitaiii.dciticnts of which you woro tlu?

oiijcct ; forlimatcly I'r.ividcnico has jicriiiittcd. in this appaliintr

history, iiolhinir ir'-cparahlc. 'I'lic saiiic poison, as it may he

cnijiloycd. ^-ivcs dcaih or licahli."

'"I'lUt. iiionr-icnr." said la I'cyrado. **.-halI I not alwavs he an
ohjcct of horror to her?"

"'!"hc docicr. iiKinsiiMir," said Katt, opcniiiir the door.

"Mow is MadcmoiM.lle Lydie;'" asked la I'-yrade, ea;:erly.

'(,)nite calm." an>wered Katt ; "and ju.-l now when wo
persuaded her to l:o ti> lir-iK-thouirli she did nut want to <,o.

sayinir -he was not ill— I took her ihe hundle of ra,<:s : 'What
do you suppose I want with that, my poor Kattr' said she

with a puzzled air; "if you want nie to play with a iloll, rret

mv one that is made with more care and turned out in lietter

>shayie than that one.'
'"

'"Vnu SCO." said Coreiitin to the I'rovenca], '"you have be-

come the lance of Achilles."

Then lie left the room to receive Dr. Rianelion.

Left alone. 'I'heodo-e had for some time ;:iven him?clf up
to reflections whicli may readily he conceived, when the door
of the study opened and Bruno, the valet-de-ehainhre, in-

troduced Cerizet.

Seeini: la Teyraile. the clerk cried out :

"Ha I ha I I knew it : 1 knew you would see (hi Portail in tlio

end. And the inarriaL'e—how is it coming on!'"

"It is of your- rather that we e\^ ect news," said la Pevrade.

"The deuce! ihen ycu have heard of it !" ]\Iv faith! ves,

my dear. AH Illinois niu>t have an end. after a lon^ voyage

on storm-swept seas. Vou know the Iride, do vou!'"

''Yes, a younir actress, Olympe C.-irdinal, a j)rote^'ee of the

Minards, who are to irive her thirty thousand francs for .netting

her up."

''And iliai." s.-iid ('erizei, "addeil to thirty ' ousaTid prom-
ised hy du i'ortail, if your r>;an-ia,i:e takes place, and the ohl
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iu( iit>-fivf 1 L'i't cpiit 'if yniir riLirriajrc wliich (Tnln't romo to

p;i-s, iiiaki's up a ini;il <-.i|nial nf ciirlity-iive ihousand francs;

wiili that and a |>rcitv wilV a man must Ih' fnrsakcn of lioavcn

if hccannni .Mictvcil in a iVw sjicculatiuns. But I liavc somc-

tliiiiL'- in t4ic lir-t jilaic to liisi u>-^ witli you. i)u I'nrtail sent

nir Id sir if \vt' ciiuM nnt arranirc some pchcmi' to jirrvcnt

'rimilliirV clictioii. Can yai suL'L't--t any schenn'r"

••\u." iv]>!i('il 1,1 iNyrad.': -Mml, in tiir state of mind in

\\]urh [ liave l,-.ii i.'ft liy i!ir . uiiwrsation I have just had

with M(.ii~irur dn I'ortali. I don't feel any way Ima.irinativc

eitllil-.""

"Wi'll, thi~ is th- situation: tlie u^overnment. afraid that

•::... ;|'. .. ;,,;!)( -i ; ri.'Med, i:a> :in"ti>i'!' i^nididati' in hand,

wliii lia< nnt vet iiirii ;inniiunei'd. li.ian-i' the ndnisterial ar-

iMTip'tnents with hiiii are diilieull. In the meantime the oan-

didacv (d' Thnillier i- makitiL' licadway ; Minard. on wliom they

had /nuntcd f.ir a diwr-ioti, afraid of !iis jiopuhirity. mopes

in a eorm^r aii<l takes no sic]i>: the Mi/.ure of your pamyihlot

ha< i:iven your -tnjnd proteL:r a eiTtain perfume of pripuhirity

;

in hrief. the ndni^trv (r.w that h.' mav >ueceed. and iiothin<^

M-ouId he mun' di-aL'nrahl,' lo them than liis election. I'oni-

-[lous idiots like 'i'hui'li.'r are end.arrassinir w.eii in the Oppo-

f^ition: thcv arc jiitchers without m.-dkHc-. ;.• ai cannot toll how

to h<dd them."

"Monsieur Ccrizct." said la reyrade. ticLMnnin^' to jiut on a

iiatronianiT tunc, and wi^llin,L^ nion'cvcr. to kiKnv liow far

ids (^notiomr was in the cfinlidence of Corentin. ''you seem

to he Avcll ac(|uainlcd with the jilans of the L'overnnient. Have

vou found the way to a certain money ho.K in the Hue do Ore-

nelle!'"'

"Oh, 710. indeed: uliat I have told you."' replied Cerizet

—

"for it -eems that we are not on intimate terms— I received

from Moii-ieiir du I'oi'i.iil.'"

".\1' ' >aid la Pesrade. hnverinu' hi- v )ice : "who is this

du I'ortail'r You appear l<i ha\e Keen intimate with him for

some titne. .\ man ^-o jieiietrative as yourself should have

e-auL-'cd the de]iih< (d' this per-on who. hetween you and me,
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"My rririHl."s„i,I(V.r;/..t, 'M„ p„rt;,il is a v.rv sf ron- .nan •

lies an .,1.1 sly-lwM.is, wlio sfrik.s in.' i.s luiviiii: Iktii ..i.iplov.-d
in tlu- administration „r H,,. jnihlir .l„main-, wh.r.. 1„. n'lav
have Iia.l sonio olll,.,. in ih,. .l.-partnicnts sui-pr.-....! „n th.. fall
of the (ini)ir(.: lor inMaii.v. th,. .l.'partinont of th.. Dvl.- of
the Doiro. of tlu' San,lnv-,.t-M,.us.>, or of tl.o l)oux-X.-.tlu>s."

Yes? "sail! la I'l.yra.lc.

'•Tiiort., it sfon.s t.. in..." said (V.riz..t. "is wh(.n> 1h> nia.l.. his
money, and, bein^r an inp.nious kind .,f fdlow, and liavin- a
natural danpht.r 10 marry, h.. has ...nn.ft,..l this plulanthr.mi.'
yarn of h.-r lu'in- th.. .lan-ht.T of an ol.l fricn-l naino.i IVv-
rad..; your nam.' hcin^' th(> samp Mt^-cst.-d. I supp.,s,.. th.. i.loa
of marry: n- !i,.r t.. yon. I'..r h.- mu-^t inarrv h.r to som.' on<>

"

"That may !.. so." r..pli,..l la P.-vra,),-. '-hnt explain his
'-'iinc'ction with the j:ov..rnni..nt aii.l his int.T.v) in the .lee-
tions."

"Thafs easy en.nirrh." r..p]i..,] (Y'rizet. '-pii l'.,rlail is a
mari who loves money, and likes to fin-..r it : h.. h ,s done s..nie
little serviee to Rastijrna.., that <rreat manipulator of eh^e-
tions, a eompatrn.t of his. wh,. in r.'tnrn -iv..s him hints in his
stoek-gamhiino; on th.. I{.)urse;'

"Did he give you all this (...nlidential information:" asked
la reyrado.

"What do you take nio f.ir?" roplie.l (V.rizet; "with this
worthy man, who has alrea.ly pn.mis...] m.. thirtv thousand
francs, as you soe. I play th.. simj.leton. Imt 1 niake Bruno
talk; you may ally yourself to this familv without fear; whv
my dear hoy, this du Portail is enormonslv wealthv li,. , ni
get you made a sub-prefee(. from wh..n<-<. -:o a pr..iVefur.>. with
the fortune you will have, is hu! a stcj)."

"Thank you." .sai.l la Peyra.le. -for this inf..rmation \t
least I shall kr,nw on which f.iot I stan.l. But h„w came v.)u
to know him r"

"Oh! that is quite a history; l)v luv intervention he was
able to r.vover a loi of .lianionds that had l,<...n stolen."
At this moment C'orentin appear...] :

"All is going well." said he to la P.n-ra.le. ''There are
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si<;ii> of rctuniinu' rf;iM)ii. r.i.iiiclinii. to wlioni F linvc cx-

j>laini'(| tvcntliiii;.'. wniilii like lo liilk tn v<m. so. if Moiisiour

('('"rizi't will (Arii-r US, wc will |Mi>tponr until this cviMiin^' our

discussion of tilt' Tliuillicr tiinttir."

'•\V<'il. Iktc ho is lit iii^t." -^lid ('('rizct. .-lappinj: hi I', yrade

on llic sIiouliiiT.

"Vfs/" >iiid Corcnlin, ''and \ou know wliai I |iroiniM(l you;

you fan nly uj)on it."

( '(''riztt went olf joyously.

Mil tlic ihiv fdllnwin;,' that on whi( h tlio conft'i-cucc hftwcon

Corciitin, hi i'cyadc, aiul ('t'-rizct in ndation to pultinir 'I'liuil-

licr's candithuy in a state of sic^'o, llio hitter was diseu-sin<:

with I'.riLritie Theodo-e's letter ri'iioiintMiii: Celeste"- hand,

])ai-tieularly dwellin.:,' osi the jiostseript, which intimated tiiat

la I'eyrade nii;:ht not continue as editor of the ' f^:eho de la

Hievre." At this tiionient lieiiri, his servant, caiiie in to ask

if he woulil recei\c M. Cerizct.

Thuillier's first impulse was to deny himself to this undo-

sirahle visitor. Then, thinkinur helter of it, ho reflected that

Cerizet might prove a re-ource if h(> were left in the lunti hy

la I'eyrade. He therefore directtd that he should ho admitted.

His reception was. nevertheless, very cool, and in some sort

cNjiectant. .\s to Cerizct, lie appeared uiicmliarrassi'd, and

like- a man who had calculated the C(Uise(iuen<'cs of his step.

"Well, my dear sir," said hi' to 'I'huillier, "you are heirin-

iiinir. I supi)ose. to <ret posteil as to tlu' Sieur la Peynule!'"'

"What do you mean hy that !'" asked the old heau.

"Well, 1 should think a man who for a Ioult time has boon

intri^Miin;,'' to marrv your jroddaiijihler ahruplly hrcak.s off the

niarriaLTc, a- lu' will sometimo also do about the iron-clad con-

tract he made vou siirn al»out his editorship, ca,niot bo the

object of the blind confidence you formerly reposed in him."

"So." said Thuillier, (juickly, "you know ^oi-icthiiifr then

of his intentions to leave the paper?"

"\o," said tlio banker of the poor, "we an' not on frond terms

now, and I ilo not sec liim. much Ic-s would he uivi- me his

confidence. 1 draw mv inference from what 1 know of his
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Hm.rtcT: an.l vo„ „,,.v I. n.rta,,Ml.n if IH. Iln.is it ,0 h

;;:;:/'•
'"'^•'

J-^'-- ''•-'' '-t v.,u .,,r a> IH. wo„M a„ old

^^JjVow^h;ulsoMu.W,.Jn,,>unlMuMUlH.nl,,.fon

'-Vos in,].....|- rrpl,...! (Vr./,,. -TIm, |,„.i,H.s. of vour
l'<'".^e:lM.rh.d,h..h,„v,„,lKH. II. ua. .„,„„,„„ in ,^r

to^swnu]e,ncam].uk..,.,all,|,,.pro,i,.l,,,,,,..lf."'' •

rofits: .x,.la,MM.,I ThuiilHT. -1 .an', ...,. that h. eot
;;;;;'.'""^

•"" "^ ""'""^
• '—^.tha.iu.n'Ju.lit:;

"What !" said the .,>ur.T, "t.n thuu>an.i hnnr. f„r th. Cro..

Ma<hu,u. La,.b,.,,. wln.h yo„ ;.„, Muvtv f.,r. a„.i w kafroodhoy. yo„ will pmlMl.Iv have m pav
-

""""•'''^«

2''::;'-"';^' l'"ar.",.n,.:I Hri^i,,,, b,.„„d,M, ,.u, of 1,,.,chair you stand >n.,,n,y ,•,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,^,,,,

I

Jios. madHnoM.ll..." .vpl,,.,! ,Vr,x,i. -ba.-k nf th. m,',,,
.twonuuyja>s,idto|...,.,entlun,

d,..,vuas..H,,. ,nen and ,f I hav not sohvd ,,. th..,v wa< .vr.ainlv <on>,, U,.very foul at the i,o„on. of u ; 1,„, la Pevrade uas smart nuh

-5;i;;;;Sth'?;;;;;r;.:;:;-r;;."-^^
^^otn the servant herself, monsieur, who'te]!< ,1,.. vvholestory now she IS sure of hein- paid

••

ne^n r""
""""'"' '" '"^ '"'"""'' "^'»' -* ^ -'-'t busi-

"Mademoiselle." said (erixo,. -J nnTrlv wanted to hothernn..,,„MhudlK.al^
11 lose anvtinn,^ Whlu.ut known,, tho de.ads re.ard n"
s njanja^e of la Peyrade-s. ,t is ddlieui, for me to he!,";tla the fanuly would wish him to re.nain und.T the sti.„,,

-1 hese two dishonorable .lehts; and ,f it l„.eonu. neees «; I
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"MoiiMcur." said 'riiiiillnr. "m tliankin;: vn\i for your

i.nifii)U> iiilcr^tiitioii. !>< rriiil inr tn -;\y ihiit il ^ur|•n^.•s iik'

-i.iinwliat. fur ll'..' riiaiiiicr in uliidi \u- |iarlr(l wmild not h-.u\

nif to r\j)('( I Mil ll an art mn."'

••'riicrt'. iiou," >aiil Ci'TU'ri. •ilo VMii liiink I liarhor lualicf

on that airuiiiit. I pitii'il vmi. that Wii- all. I saw y><n were

iiia^'tii'tiz.il. ami I -aid to mi\scII' that it would in- h-tU-r to

let lu l'i\railf fvpcnnuiit on yon; l.ut I knew vory svcll that

justi(t' Would ho doiio inc -onio da\. A- for thai ).'onth'iiian.

his cs il deed- aro not far apart."

"I'ardou u\'-." ^lid 'I'liuilliiT. "I do not (on^idlr tho rup-

ture of the iiiai-ria.'o in (ino-tmn an cvil drod. It was (hnic,

in a {'ortani '>\a\. hy inulu.il a.:n'i'inrnl.

"And ihr < inhai-ra--nioi;t iir pri.po^od to jravc yon timlrr

in suddi'iilv d. -rrtnm hi- post a- tditor-in-chii'f, and tho doht

for which "ho ha- niado you rr-pon-ihlr? Ho you ronsider

tlii-c thiii;:s also aLMTcaMi'':""

"Monsieur Cerizet," said Tliuiliier. holding' himself on his

rcscrv(\ "as I oiwe t^lil la INyrade. no man is ;ii(lis[)ensiihl(';

now. if the idilor-liip of tiiy [i.-ipcr hecoinc- vaiant. 1 can

readilv liml j.er-.n- ( a-er to itrntl'rr their M-ivices to nie."

"Is it (i:y inv lHiicf;i \on speak like that:"" a.-ked Cerizpt.

"You make a liiid mistake If it f( i if y •! were i.. ask for my

assistance 1 shouh! I hlip'd \n n I'use you. I'or a km;,' time

1 have heen ili-L'u-ted willi Journalism. I allowed myself,

I don't know why, to he inveiiileil hy la Peyradi- into makinj;

one more eamnai^'n with you. I'ut the result of this last ex-

perieiue has cured me of undertaking' am)ther. I eaino to

see vou about another thin<:."

"Ah !" paid Tiuiillier.

"Vo?," replied ('eriz(>t ; ''remeinherm^ tlie handsome man-

ner in which you acted in th.' husine-s of this hoti.se, in whieli

vou do me the honor of receiving: me. it occurred to me that

I could not do hetter than to call your attention to a similar

ca.se I have in liand. It is a purely hu. ines? transaction, and

1 exjieet 1,1 make my profit on it. I shall not act as la IVyrade

did. I shall not a^k the liand of your ^oddau-rliter, or say that
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I do fhi>i out of rrifii'l-hip niid dcvotiuii to voii. It is a busi-

ness vcriturf. iiii-l I want n\\ sliarc of ttif profits. Tlifu I bf-

lifVf iiiiidfi. ,i.i 111' tiih!- ill,, iulniiiiistratioti of tlii< otatt- bur-
ilt'iisniiic. for [ Until

1 iliat at fircx'iit all \oiir stons ati- to let.

N'l'FV Well, if >!ic AMiiIil rtT(in-i(l.r the idea of priiiciiial ten-

ant, that I.I I'lUidc Mitlrd. that nii;rl!t l.i t,:k.n into aci-ount

in sharitiir tlw [irojits. 'I'liis, nmnsicur, i- llic piiq)oso of niv
\i>it. :ind you .-<c that it ha- nolhiiiL' to dn with the iournal."
"Hut this hu-incss:'" said Hri.u'ittc. '"that is tli.' first thin,:,'

to know."

"It is (xattiy," said Cerizct. "ih" fontrary to that trans-

action you had with la I'cyradc. You irot this house for nevt
to nothin;:. hut were worried l.y a lii>riier bidder. Now, thi^
is a farm, in I?eauce. which has just hccii sold for a crunili of
l)read. as they say, and at a snuiU advance you could get it at

a fabulously low price."

Then Cerizet .<et forth the details, which had more fascina-

tion for l$ri;ritt.' thac. they would be likely to have for the
n>ader. The -tatcmcnt wa.> clear and precise; it had an at-

traction for the old mairl; and Thuillier himself, in spite of
his instinctive wariiie-s, was forced to admit that the business
in question hail the appearance of heiiiLr a <:ood speculation.

"Only." .-aid Hri-ittc. "\vc nui-! .-ee tlie farm."
It will be rcalled that ill tlic bii-iiiess of her [i,e-ent house,

she Would ni.t fri\,. tlic ic,-, encoufa<,'ement to la I'eyrade until
she hail -cell the place.

"Xothinf: is easier." said Cerizet. "I want to see it my-
self, in case we .-hould ^.lo into the venture; and I intended
makinp an excursion there to-day. If ymi say .so. I'll take you
down. calliit<: at your door for smi this afternoon with a
chni-e: we shall he then' early to-morrow morninL'. examine
the farm, have breakfa-t. .-md retiirn in time for dinner."
"A post-chaise." said Hri-itte. "is very lordly. The dili-

(T,.ri,e seems to me "

"They are too uncertain." said Cerizet. "Hut you need
not think of the e.xpen-e. for I shall have to no, and otherwise
it would be alone; I am only too happy to offer you two seats
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in my carriup'. Il' we ci'iiir tu an agriM'iiiont, when wo ^ettli;

the details, we will diviilc tln' expenses."

To the avarieimis little j^ains nl'teii determine great events;

al'tci- a little rcM-iani-e, [iri) furnut, Brigitte aecepted, and that

day the three ;-rl out on the road to Chartres, ("erizet advising

'riiuiilier tint to >i'!id word to hi Teyrade about this journey,

le^l the rrovcncal nnglit take advatitaL't e*' his sliort al)seneo

to jday him sonu' mean l rick.

The ne.xt evening hy live o'clock tiie trio liad '•'•Lurnod; and
ihe hrDther and sifter, who kept their opinions to themselves

in Cerizet's pre.-ence, were lioih of one mind, that the purehase

vronld he a good thing. 'I'luy j'ouiid the land of the best

quality, the farm-buildings in a perfeet state, tiie cattle and

stock in good condition ; and this idea of becoming the mistress

of rural projjcrty seemed to lirigitte the final eonseeration of

ojuilelU ('.

"Minard,"" said ^-he, "has Tiolhing but his ttnvn-house and
inve-ted capital, uhereas we ,-hali not only hava those but a

coiiiiiry place be^itle.-. One can"t be really rich without that."'

'riiuillier was not .-•.tllieiently charmed by liiis dream, the

I'ealization of which, moreover, was in the distant future, as

to forget the jKiper and his candiihuy. He no sooner got back

than he a>ki'd for the "f^cho" issued that morning.

"It has not yvi been delivered," replied the servant.

"'l"hat"s a jiretty de'ivery." ;-aid Thuillier, peevishly, "when
even the owner cannot get served."

• vithough it was near dinner nmo, and after his journey

he would have preferred taking a hath to going to the Rue
d'Enfer, he ordered a hack and drove to the ollieo of the

"fieho." There a new disappoinment awaited him; the new
issue was made n]> and all the employes had left, even la

Peyrade. t"ol!inet, who. not being at his post as othc" bov,

should at least he found at his post as concierge, had ''gone

of an errand." said his wife, and had taken the key of the

closet in which the files of the paper were locked up. It was

impossible to get a copy of the journal which the unhappy pro-

prietor had come so far to procure.
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'I'o pniiit 'riiuillier's iiidi^'itMlinn would lie iinpossihio.

Alarcliir;: li;irk jind forth with <:rcat .-t rides in the i>(litor"s

iiilicc. tall^ill,i: ah. mi lo liiiii.-clf. a- |)r(ij)!(> often do nndor <xreat

excilr'nicnt. he i ricd :

" • 'i"""i llii;ii ill! "lit !" W'c are < ijjelled to oniit his fur-
1 HT ('iijlir;jaJ ^::l .

\^ iwle h'' fiiiii-inali'd liis anathema iIht,. was a knock at the

"Coine I,..' tliinhlirc(j 'I'huillier, in a V(ii(e of wrath and
frantic in [.alienee.

Minard iippcarcd. and tlircw him-df into liis arms.
"My ^'ood. my e\( client fncnd."' he-an the Mayor of the

Khxcnth. lii> cnd.rad' ending'- in an earncM handshaking-,
"Whv:- wliat is it?"" said |'hiii!IIcr, iindiT-tandiiiL^ nothing

of ih'- vehement deni'in-tration.

'•Ah; my dear friend," cmfiniie.l Minanl, -.-uch an ad-
nnrahle prneci'din--, one may ;-ay really chivalrous, most dis-

interested
! The ell'cct throughout the arrondi--enient is

enormous.""

"But what? another hlow !"" exclaimed 'riiuillier, imim-
tiently.

''I"he article, the new (le])artiire."' said Minard, "all so
nohle. so elevated.""

"iiiit what article? Whr.t departure?"' said the owner of
(he "ftelio." he.-ide him-e!f with irritation.

"This mornin-"> ai-tiele." .-aid .Mmard.
''This morning"> ariic ler""

"Come, you didn"t write ii while you slept, or are you, like
Monsieur dourdain. writing pro.-e. heroical without knowing
it

?"

"i: I have written no artide.'" cried Thuillier. 'T have
been ah-ent from Paris .-inee vesterday. I don'i even know
what is in the paper tin- m .rning, and there is no otVice-hov

here to gi\-c me a cop\
.""

"I h; .e one.'" -aid .Miiiard, puIlin.L' tlie mmh-dc-ired num-
ber from his pocket. "If the editorial is not your.^. you must
have in-j,ireil it, ami, m any case, ihe deed i,- dune.""
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Thuillior liiul ?natclic(l the sheet that Minard held out to

him, and devoured, rather tlian read, the followintj:

For a, lun^ tirm, tlicuwiur of this rcp-ncrateil journal sulmiittiMl,

witliuut ci)mi)Iaint or reply, to the cowardly insinuations with
which a venal jircss insults all citizens who, stron;; in their con-
vi<lionH, refuse to i>asH umler tin; ( audint^ I'orks of power. So

•luriiif^tliis lonjr time, a man, who ha:-) ^'iveii proof fif his devotion
and ahnejration in the important functions of an M'<lil(Mif Paris, ha.s

endured tlie imputation of hein^' imthin;,' hut an ambitious in-

triguer. M. .Terome Thuiilier, strou'.: in liis diiinity, has suffered

these coarse attacks to jiass w ith his scorn, hut, encouraged by this

coiitemi)t\ious silence, the stipeniliari"s of the (iress have dared to

state that this journal, an outoome (.f intense eoiivi<'tion and dis-

interested patriotism, was hut the .^teppin^'-stone of ;: man, the
speculation of a seeker after ,'01 election. M. .TiTome Thuiilier, in

his high dignity, has lield himself iinmovahle liefore these shame-
less imputations hecausc' truth and justice are jMlient. and he wished
toenish the reptile with a hlow. The day of execution has arrived.

"A devil of a hi i'e\fade I" said 'riiuiliier, stop])ing short

at that plirase. 'How lie hits it otT.""

"It is iii.iLriiillcent," said Minard.

Beading ahnid, Thuiilier went on:

All the World, enemit's and friends, can testify that M. Jerome
Thuiilier Iia-< done nothing to seek a candidacy which was spon-
taneously otl'erci' hiui.

"Thai's evident," said Thuiliier, interrupting himself.

Then he continued

:

P)Ut seeing liisseutinu'Uts liavebei n so shamefully niisici)resented,

his intentions so foully travestied, M. Thuiilier owes it to himself,

::;id, aliove all, to the great national party in which he is hut the
humblest soldier, to give an example which shall confound the vile

s\ cophants of jiower.

"Tndy. la Peyrade gives nie t'uli credit," said Tliuillier,

jiausiiig again in his reading. "I see now why lie didn't send
me the paper; he wanted to enjoy my suiprisi-: '("oufound
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M Thuilli.T uas .., far fn.,,. fonn-linu^a ,,a,,..r in o,,.,ositi„„ ,„he dynasty tu .„,,,„„, and pn.note l,i.s elJti'n. tl.at "X .

for Ills rivni . II 1 f , .

""""-"• «'''i "I'W (li>hearteniiiL'

al...lute, an,l invvo..al,le t.n,.., that In- u.s,nsn.. ,ns ..vnlnMi

or:SnL":;;;,r
'''''' '''''"'^

H;oon," Ni„l th,. Mavorof fho Klovcntli
And as Thuilii.T. w„h a Lewil '.n..! manner, seome.l in-

J^.spo.e.1 ..> c-omuKH. l,i. reading, ilnuinl took the paper m nshands and read, m his .^tead :

1 1
^' "i ni,-,

fcr to M Ml nanl. niay.ir of tlie c.leventh arrondi.vemeut an 1 ifnen.l and eolloague in his ,n„niei,,al finntions, all hetu 1

"
seemed disposed to liouor him with. •

"-But this is ,ntanioi,>:- eried Thnillier. recoverin-r hisBpoech, '-vou have h.,„,d,t that Jesnit. la I^.v^ado

'" "

fe'V said Mniard, ^tup,.fi,.,| hy Thuillier's attitude '^theartieie was not arranged lietween vou?"
"The wreteh has profited by niy ahsonee to slip it in the

^'^T";
^'^^

7' -" ^^''V>'M'roven,ed a eopv readn J
j^^^^

Mv dear felhnv said Minard. -'uliat von are saviti.r ,,,11seem inereddile to the pnhlie."
'

" "

"But 1 tell you it is treason, an infamous triek. Renouncemy eandulaey-why should J renounee it
•'•'

-i^enounce

"\nu wdl fully und.-rsfand. niv fri.nd.- sai.l Minard "thaf

I

this is an aim. of eonlidence: I an. made d;I^hU h t1h.;e^>ssned ,,,y ..i.^^^^^

inu^'tZ ^\^ "1"^ ^^^•''""'•'-
P"''^^""- t« the door, "you'i<i\e panJ for this hoax. '

"Monsieur Thuilii<.r." said Mmard. in a threatening tone.
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'•I WduM ,i(l\i.-(' >"U iini to ivjic. -f wiH-il- unless you in-

tcml l;i\ II: -: inc >.ii i.~I',m t imi.""

llappilv i^r 'I'liiiillii-i-. ulio-c jii-i'f. --inn nf I'aitli on "civio

courimc"' wi' !ia\c alrcaily j.n\fn. \\r \\a- rclicvi'tl i'rnm a reply

hv ('otrnirl, \\\\n ()\<rUri\ liu' >lnn\- ,.|' llic cilitiirial -ailctUlll,

aiiiKiunciiiL; :

"The LTeiuk'Hien electurs <il" ilie iwell'ili arroiuli—eineiit."

'I'hii-- lOll^i.-Ied uL' a ileplllalidll nf li\e. an apnl llec.i i\ heiiii;

the pre>iileiit. who aii(lres>e(l Thuiilier in ihe I'dllnuin- wor^U:

'•We have ennif. iiiciii-ienr. afier having reail an article in

this iniirniii.i;".- "richo de hi I'.ievre.' to ask \^m what is tlie

aim and ohjeet (d' tliis artiile, helievin.L: it ineredilile that after

havinir xilie^ied our .-uirraires, ycni cnme at the moment of

cloction, and hy an overfti-aine(! I'urilani.-m. tlirow (li>ordor

and disunion into our ranks, and jir'.hahly as-ure the return

of the ministerial eandi(hite. A camlidale doe- not h(dong to

liim.-elf: lie heloii-s to the electors who have pronii.-eil to

honor him with their voies. I'.ul,"" he ilni>hed up. ca^tin.ir his

eve on Minard, "the [ire.-ence in tiiese precincts of the candi-

date whom vou have geiu' out nf yiur way to ri'commend to

us, indicates a connivance helweeu yon; and it is needless

to ask who has lieen betrayed here."

"Xo. gentlemen, no." said Tlniillier. "I have not rt'iti-uiiced

mv candidacy: that editorial was written unknown to me

and witiiout my consenl. To-morrow the denial will a])pear

in the same paper; y^u will learn, too. that tlx- infamous

wretch who bet raved me ha- been dismissed the editorship."

"Then." said the orator, "notwith.-tauding your contrary

declaration, you are still a candidate ami will support the

Opposition y
"Yes, gentlemen, to the d(>ath."' said 'I'liuillicT : "and I beg

you to n.so all y(Uir influence in the (piarter to counteract this

betrayal until I can oilicially give it the most formal denial."

"^'e^v good ! \'erv good I" crii'd the deputation.

".Ami a? to the y)resence here of my rival. Monsieur Minard.

I did not solicit it: and at the verv moment when you entered

1 was engaged in the liveliest e\p!anation with him."

"Verv e;)od I Verv irooij !" said tlie ejectors again.
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T1h.,i. aft.T a ,.„n!ial l.;,n,l.hakin- with th.. apotlu'carv,
lluulli.T ((jniluclcd thciii to ill,. „iitiT (IcMir.

On rciiiniiiiLr to the clitorial room TliuilluT sud :

"My (Kar .Mmanl. I uulnlraw i!„. ^^nn\. which woundfd
you: but you can n.,u .-,,. thai my iudi-nation was not without
reason."

Again Cotlinn nprn-.l ih,. do, and anriounriMl:
"tJontlcnirn. the clrriors of th,- rlcvcnth armn<liss<.moni

"

Ihis tiuic the arrnn.li,~.M,nirnt cuumm-mI .,r .cwn n.T.on-
A liosKT was ihc pronK-ni; his littK. >,„v,h ran:

"Monsirur. jt i> wall a sincere, adniinuiun that wr have
ItMi-ncd this niornin.i: tiinni-h vour {..urnal of vour art of
public- spirit, ulmli has -rratlv tou.-h, d us all/ You Irivo
proved, by thus reUrin-. a di>ini,.,vM,-dnr... far from the or-
dinary, and the e^tei^m of your feilow-citizen,-

"

"IVrniit me,- .slid Tliuillier. interruptinir him, -I .annot
allow you to continue; the ariirle npon u-hi.h vo,, ..nn-ratu-
late me was in.-erieil hv nii>lak(>."

"What!" .Slid the hosier, -you don-t retire from the eon-
test .'

"Monsieur," said Tliuillier. "will v,,u he kind enou-h to
request the el.'ctors to wait for to-morrowV paper I will fur
n.sh the most specifi<. explanations. Y,.<terdavV article was
ttio result of a misundersiandiii'i-."

"So much the wor.<e, monsieur," said the hosier "if you
lose this chance to jdace yourxdf in t'le ..ves of vour fellow
citizens by the side of Washington and other famous men of
anti(|uity."

"To-morrow, gentlemen." said Tliuillier. "I am none the
CSS sen.sible of your .ourte-^y. and i trust when vou know
the whole truth I shall not suffer in vour esteem."

"

"This ,<eenis a funny sort of a game." shouted] an el.vtor
"lesV- growle,! another, "it seems like tlicv were makin-'

fools of us.
"

"(ientlemen, gentlemen." said the president, checkin-' them
to-morrow we will read the explanation of the candidate " '

30



40G THE MIDDLK CLASSES

Whennipon the doputation rotiivJ.

It is lianlly piulja!)!} that Thuillier would liavc pone further

witli tlu'iii tiiaii thi' otliec (l"<:r, hut if he had so intended it

was j)rov('iitcd hy tin' ciitrajicc of hi I'cyrado.

"1 have ju-t cniiic I'roui vuur house, my dear fell(nv,"" said

the I'rovcmjai. "ih-y tnid uh' 1 should liiid you hrrc."

"And vou canii'. douluh'ss. to explain to ine the strange

editorial you allnwccl yourself to in>crt in luy name?"

"Kxactlv." saitl la i'eyrade. "'rhc man of whom you know,

and wlin,-c far-reai-hmir iiillucncc y^u have already felt, con-

iided in i.ie yesterijay. to tlie inlere>l hoth of yourself "rd

the L'overninent, and I saw it was inevitahle that you would

he defeated. 1 tiierer<ire arraiiL'-ed a dignified and lionorable

retreat for you."

"Verv good, monsieur," said 'I'liuillier, "imt you will un-

derstand that from the present you are no longer the editor

of this paper."

"That is what 1 came to tell you."

"And douhtless aNo to settle up the litth' aceount wc have

togelhiT."

"(ienth'iiien." >aid ^linani, "I see you liave business to

attend : 1 make ynu my how
"

.Miiiard gnne

:

"Here are ten thoa>and fraiu-s," said la Peyrade, 'Svhieh

I lieg vnu to hand to Mademoiselle Brigitte; here, also, is the

bond hv which you seeureil to .Madame Lambert the payment

of tweiitv-flve thousand fraiies. to which i.; attached her re-

ceipt in fuil."

"(^)uite right, monsieur." said Thuiliier.

La I'evrade bowed and went on*.

"Serpent I" said 'rimillier, watching him out.

"I'eri/.et strut k the right word." said la Peyrade, "he is a

JioliipoU- idint.

The blow -truck at 'J'huillier"s candidacy wa.-* mortal, but

Minard diii not jiroiii therebv. While they disputed for the

f-ntTrages (d' the electors, a "castle-man." an aide-de-camp of

tlie Kinir. arrived on the scene, his hands full of tobacco
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licenses, nnd oiIut the like elect ionci'riii;,^ small cliiiii^^^c. and,
liko the thin! tliief, lie stole in Ix'tween tlie two eandidates
who were hiisy eatinjj each other. It iroes without >aviiiLj that

Hri<ritle did not <ret iicr farm at Beaiicc: lliis was only a

ruse, by tlie help of which 'I'huillier was eniiced from Paris

to cnablo la IVyrade to deliver his knock-nut hi w. A service

rendered the ^'ovcrnnieiit. a''il whi'h was a; tl.e same time
a full rpven^'(> for the Immiliations the I'rovemal had suf-

fered.

Thuillier had some p'neral suspicions as to CerizetV com-
plicity, l)Ut that <:cnilemaii justilled him>elf. and, hy en<:ino(>r-

in^' tlie sale of the "Kdio de la Hievre." which had hecome a

nightmare tr> its unfortunate j>rofirictor. he made himself as

white a.s snow. ljou<:hl. out hy Coremiu. the pn^r sheet of

the Opposition became a "canard" sold on Simdavs in the

taverns after beini: concocted in {\\c den of ilie jmlice.

About a month after the scene in whicli la IVyrade had been
shown that throuj:li a crime in the jia.-t his futuri' was irrev-

ocably settled, he had marri( il his \i(iini. whd now had loni'

intervals of lucidity, thoujxh the full return (d' her rea.-on could

not be counted n})on until the time and conditions pn-viously

indicated by the physicians had hi come fullllled. One morn-
ing Corentin was closeted with his succe-sdr. Taking part

in his labors, and serving his a[)prcnticesiiij) fur the delicate

and arduous duties of his office, Thcodos(! did not bring that

acumen and spirit into the work that Corentin desired. He
saw that his pupil had cherished a feeling of degradation;

time would hoal the w.u d, but the (alius was as vet un-

formed.

Opening a number of sealed envelopes containing his

agents' reports, Corentin ran his eyes over thc>e papers, nianv
more useless than might be sujtposed. since he threw them
contemptuously into a waste basket, whence they were tak(>n

out in a lump to be burned. Rut the great detective gave par-

ticular attention to one he came across: as he read it he

slightly smiled once or twice, and when he had finished :

"Here," said he to la Peyrade, passing the manuscript over,
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'•ihis will intfi'c-t you; il >ho\vs tlial our profcs.-ion, wliicli nt

])ro-^cnt serins to you iin|il('a-;iiii ly lriii:ic. <loc.-. at times dabble
ill eniiieily. ill aililitmii. \lr:it\ ii aloud, it will amuse \is."

IJefore la I'eyradc had (oniiiienecd to read:

'I oii;,'lit to let you know."" added Corentin, "Inat this re-

])orl is from a man named iletui. whom Madame Koinorn
jdaeed in .-iTviee with the 'riuiilliers."

"So,"" said la I'eyrade, "you have servants to vour hand;
i.s that one id" your meihod.-

;-"

"Sometime,-."" replied Corentin, "to know all, all means
niu,-t be utili/.ed; but. on this .vuhji.^t, many lies are spoken
about us. It is not true that the police make a re;,'ular system
of thi>, and at certain epiK hs, by means of a ;:eneral ( nroll-

inent of lackeys and chambermaids, liave spread a vast net-

work throu;:li the jirivate life of families. XothinLT is arbi-

trary in our melliod id' opera t iuir ; we ai!a[)i ourselves to time
and circumstance. I'.ui I wanted an (\ve and ear in the

Tliuillier househidd, .-o 1 let the (iodojlo loose upon it; she

in turn inst;dled one of our nic>n there, (piite an intellifjent

fellow, as you will learn. I>ui suppose another servant camo
and .-aid he was williii;.'- to sell me the secrets of his master,
I should have him arroted and lei a warning be sent to the
family to distrust the other servants."

Monsieur the Chiof of the Secret rolice (wrote to Corentin the
man named Henri ], I did not stay l.m;; witli the little baron ; he is

a man wholly absorbed in frivolous pleasures ; there was nothing to
gather worthy of a r(>port. I have another situation, thouL'li, where
I have seen a number of thinf.'8 which luive a lieariiii,' on the mis-
sion entrusted to me tiv Madame de (iodollo; 1 take tlie lilierty of
acquainting you with them. Tb.e household in wliicli I am now in
.vrriVc is that of an old professor. .Monsieur Picot, who lives on a
first tioor. Place de la M.-ideleine, ii: the suite and house lately

occupied by my former masters, the Thuilliers.

"What!" cried hi Peyrade. interrupting himself, "Old
Picot. that ruined old lunatic, occupving Mich splendid apart-

ments?"
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"Oo on, po on ' crHMl ( 'on-iiiiti : "lif(> i^ fuU of .«(ranj:or

thing's tlijiii that: \oii will (ind ilic ('xphiiuitinn lowor; our
corn-poiMli'nts- it'- mn' ut' their ilcfrcis— iin' too fond of

flo(.<liiin us uiih (Ictiiil-: thcv lire alwiiys over ciifi'l'iil in dot-

I iii;r tlu'ir /'.-."

Till' man IJi-nri wiui on :

Tlic Tliiiilliciv, Hiitiii" tiiiuMiu'n, left hcro to rotiirn to their Latin
quarter. Mailiniuisellc I'.iijittc never really lii<ed our fjihere ; her
total lack (if eiliieati"n nri'le her ntiei)ruf..rtal)le. liecansc I Hpoke
correetly she dulihed me "ihe orator, " ami lierjiortir she diHlike(i,

hecaiise, hein-j Sextoii at the :Ma(leleiiie ehiirrl;, lie liaH (.-.lUie nian-
n(T«;sho even , jilaimd of th(> iiiarket-iieojile in the market at

the rear of tht; ehunli, and said they (.'av»! themselves " eapaldo "

airs, t'eeaiise they are n..t so e. .ar-e-twnL'ued astlioseof the Halle, and
lan^dieil wlien she tried to heat d..\\ii their j>ri<cs. She has let her
house now to an uvly man with imly iialf a laise, one CVrizet, who
puya a rent of lifty live thousand franes. This leaseholder peenis to
know his r.iad alioiit

; he has ju^t mairied an aetres.s at a minor
theatre and was ahout to <i((ii|iy this fj.Kir, usini,' it also an othees
for a eoir.pauv '-siiin^' [..ilieirs fur marriau'e-pdrtiims, wlieii Mon-
sieur I'icot, arrivin;,' fn.ta liu-land with his wife, a very wealtliy

Kn^rlishwoinan, saw the suite of rooms and otl'ered so lar^'e a rental

that Monsieur CVrizet felt constrained to aicept it. Jt was then that
heing introduced hy Monsieur Pascal, the janitor, with whom I

was in friendly relations, I took Kervice with Monsieur I'icot.

">ronsiour Picoi, married to a vcrv ricli Englishwoman,"
paid .,( IVvrade. a.irain intcrMiptiii!,' himself; "it is incon-
coivahle

!"

''licad on."" said (^)lelllill : "you will comprehend later."

The fortune of my new master is quite a history, and 1 gpeak of
it to Monsieur the Chief Incause of another {>erson in wlio.se mar-
riage iMa.lamede( ioilollo wa.s mixed uji,—a Monsieur Felix I'hellion,

the inventor of a star,— who in despair at n..t being able to marry
that demoiselle whom they wauled to trive to ."Monsieur la Peyrade.
of whom Madame de dodolio made such an ass

—
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"Spoiindrol I" =ai(l the i'rovciiriil, iti ii piirfiitlicf^is; "is

flint how lie spciiks of nic? lie docstrt know yet with whom
hf has to dciil."

Corcntiii iiiiiiriii'd heartily and told his pii()il to go ahead.

-ami V, ho in ih^puir at not ticiiij» allowed to iniirry hir liiiil piiic oil'

to Kii>,'l;iiid, wlu'lici- lie \v;is to t^it oil' dil a joiirncy round tlif World
;

just u loVfr'm notioi. Ilcarinj? of this (Itinirtinc, Moii^ifur I'icot,

li'iH oil! jirofcssor, wlic) in iiiiiili iiiti'nsti(l in him, went nttfr him

to jiri'vciit this iionst'iisc, which was not a iliirKiilt niattiT. Tho

I'.niriish ariMiatnrally vtry jealous alioiit discoveries, and when they

haw Monsieur I'hellion al)out to embark w ilh thi'ir own jirofeHsors

they asked him if he had an order from the .\<lmira!ty; not heinj?

proviiUd with this, they laui;luil in his face and would not )>ermit

liiiii on hoanl at all ; they feared lie would prove more learne<l than

they.

"Your Monsieur Henri doesn'i M'ein to think a ureal deal

of the t'litriitc rorilidlr." said la rivrade, ;;ayly.

"Yes," replied Corentin. "'vou will he >truc1< in tin- ivp(jrts

of our ajrents with this /general and ((intiiuied spirit of calum-

niation. But what can he done? we c.iiniol expect angels to

take up the trade of spies."

Left upon the shore, Telenuu hus and Mentor (yo\i fiee our men
are literary, inter; cfed la Teyrade; ihouirhl best to return to

France; they wire .diout doinj; so wlim Monsieur I'ieot received a

letter such as none but an KiiL'lisliwoman eouid havt' written. It

6ai<l that the writer had read his theory of " I'erpetual >b)tion,
"

and had also lieard of his wcii'lcrful discovery of a star; phc re-

j;arde<l him as a peniua at least equal to .Newton; if the hand «f

her who addressed him, joined t^) <iirlity thousand jioumN, or two

million francs, suite<l his convenience, she was at his disposal.

Monsieur Picot liKed the otter ; he met the lln^jlish lady, si woman
of forty at the least, with a red nose, lon^r teetli, and wearing

Bpectacles. He had intende<l oU'erimr lur his i>upil, hut he saw

that this was out of the question, s.i he told her tluit hi' was old,

half-blind, had not discoveritl the star, ami ilid not jios>ess a fciu.

The Englishwoman replied that Milton was not a youn;r num and
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wnsstotiP-blind
; that Motmitiir I'i<r,t npiwar.Ml to hnvo ii catarart,

RBRhp knew, for flu- \s;im a Htiriffon'H dati^rlit.T and },:(.! |»rfniini/l
op»'ratinna; as for the ntar, bHo di.l not rar« iniuli alumt tliat ; tliat
till! author of "

! . rjKHiial Motion " wa.«, ami hri.l Ixmh f.,r t.ii yrars
past, tlm man of ii-r .IrraiiiH; an<l Mih ni,'aiii (.(IVtci li.r liati.l witli
u .luwry of finhiy tliousaml |).nitids Mnlin-. MoiiMcnr I'i.-ot iiiadv
annwer tliat if his .'-iu'lit w.r.- rcstorfd and wlie would lonwnt to liv.-

in I'ariH, for he hated Kiicland, hi- would permit him^'lf to he
married. Tlie opeiatioii was siici-ev^'fiilly i)erforiiied, and at the
end of three weeks the newly wedde.l ((1111)10 arrived in tie- (apital.
All these details I learn. mI from madame's maid, with whom I am
on intimatt; terms.

"You ?ec. tlie Colleellc IMijijiv:"' silid Coreiitiii, lauL'hin''.

But the remainder of what I have to inform Monsieur the Chief
are faets of which I speak '/- (/.•"/. As soon as Moii>ieiir and
Madame I'ieot were in.-lalled in their new ainirtiiients, wliieh were
niOHt Hninptiioiisiy and comCort.ihly furnished, my master iii~trueted
me to .send a certain niimlMT of invitations to dinner— to the Tliuil-
lier family, the Minard family, the Colleville family, and a few
others who had attended a dinner at wlihli M.,nsieiir ric..t ha.l
had a funny enroniit. r ^ith .^Lldenloiselle Thnillier. All the
persons who ha<l received these invitations were so a.>-tonished fo
learn that old I'ather l'ic.,t had marri.Ml money, and oceiii)ied tho
old apartments of the 'riinill.r^. that they made a piieral rendez-
VOUB at the hoii^u of Monsieur I'ascal, the concierje, to see if thev
were not the diipe.s of a praetic.il j.iku. Ilavin- ascertaineil tiiat

the invitations weit,' .-,,-,,, and .,ni,,l,l,, the whole company were
on hand at the time named, hiit M.msieiir I'ieot di.l n..t appear.
The puests were nceivel l.y madame, who does not speak French
and could only say: "My htishancl will fooii he here;" at last

Monsieur I'icot arriv.'d. and tiny were stui.etied on .s-ein;:. instead
of a ehahhy. hiind .,ld man. a handsome, hale, yonnj: old man,
carrying his years jauntily, like M.iiwieiir Kerviile, of the (iymnase,
and saying:

'•I beg your pardon, ladi.s, for not heinir here -when voti arrived.
but I was at the .\cademy of Sciences, awaiting: the result of an
election—that of Monsieur Felix Phellion, whom y^.i all know, who
waa unanimously elected les.s three votes."



•t:-' Till: MiUDi.i; cla^sks

Till' iiiws sciriiril \n !"• Wi 11 rill ivi-.j l.y tin' riiiiipiUiv

"! iiiii-t aUi> ji>k \iiir iMrlm, Im'Iu-, fur iiiy rather jH'ruliiir Ih>-

liiivinr ill tliiH vi':y (ilaii', a fi'w wi'i'k-t airu. My cxm-is nii' my
late iiiliriiiily, tli«! ariiiiiy;iiiri-i nf a law-.-iiit, iiiul an "i'l hniifckfj'iHT

uiiii nililii 'I ami |il.i^uril iiir in a tli' ni-aini w.iy^ ami ol wlimn i

liavi? till' lia|ijiim .-M iif I'tin:; imw ililiMTnl. 'lu-iluy ymi h«' um
I. juvrtiatt'i. man ill 1 to an anii.iliii! (-in him-, ami with (inly (inecloml

III dliMiiii' my liaii|iiiir» -that of my ynunj; frii-iiil wlm has hft-n

.iii«mil hv till- Aiaili'iny; all lure an; mure or lusH jfuilty tnwunl

iiim, I, f"r my ini.'rai itU'lc, wlnn In- tnriitil over Id me the Im'IH'-

III- nf his ili.-ii'oviry iunl the ri'Waril of his iminortal hi^nirx: whicli

was Id lifinmo later, in ilra« iiii; mi' to Kiitrlaini, tin' i-aiisT of the

li i|iliin('ss whii'h has conio to mo in my nM at'*'; that yoniii; laily I

Mc tht'ro with tiars in Iht «'yis, fur havin;,' fonlishly nii'uscil him
nf atlu'ism; that other .^ttrM-lmikinu' oiir, fi-r r('|ilyini; with harnh-

m>,st" hin |)ri.|Hi~als maiie hy hi-i worihy falliir, whose white hiliri

fill' .-Imnli rather h:i\e liMhiii'l; Mun.-uiir Thiiillii'r, for haviiii;

,-arriliri .1 li i ni I'l h i.; aiiihit !• >M ; Ah ii-iriir ( ullevilli', for imt haviiik;

iliMie hifi part as a f.U liir, ami iIhm ..^in^ thr must Worthy man ; Mon-
sieur Miiiaiil, i'lr ).'i\ in,' in to lis ji almisy ainl tryini: to foist hip

sun in his plai 1-. Tie le an' lnit two (ircMiil who have ilone him
ciimmon justice Mailame ThuiHier and Monsieur the A hi"' ( ionilriri.

1 shall iiuw ask that man of <io.l whether we may not almost douht
I>ivine jiistiee, when we see this u'eiiepius yiMiiit; man, the victim

of all of us, tossed at till' inenv ipf the waves and ti'inpest, to which
for threu loiiLT years he is cciii-ijrned before he returns?"

"Providence is all powerful, monsieur," wiid the ahhe ; "(i(j(l

will protect Monsieur I'l'lix I'hellioii in the midst of jK'ril; in

fliree years let us have the lirm lio|n! that he will be safely re-

stored to US.
"

nut three years," said Monsieur I'icot. "Will it still he time?

Will Mademoiselle CoUeville wait for him'.'"

"Yes, I swear it," cried the yoiuiir irirl, carried away by an
uncontroUahle impulse.

And then, Mushiii'j; with shame, she sat down, melting; into tears.

"And you, .Mademoiselle Thuillier, " continued I'icot, "and you,

Madame ("olleville, will you allow this child to reserve herself for

one worthy of her?"

"Yes, yes," cried everybody; tor Monsieur I'icot's voice, full

and sonnrous, had tears in it, which fdled all present with emotion.

"It is time, then," said Monsieur Picot, "to grant an amnesty
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to Provi(lono(> " Tlicii tii.-'liiii){ to tluMloor, Mlii-re my «-ur Wiuifrliu-U

to the kt'vholf, ami where he ne.irly cuiufht me:
" Annuiiiice. " Slid he to ine in a very loucl voiee, " MonHieiir

F»''lix I'hWhiin atitt family."

Then'U|K)n u diKjr oiH-mtl ami flvo or six p<!rsoii8 came nut, wlio

wert UhI hy Monsieur I'ic.pf intii the mIhii.

At the .Hi>.'lit <il her luv.r .Maiiiin.nselle Cnlleville fauite.I, imt th«>

Hpell WU8 MH)ii over, auil, hteiii^ .MiuiMieiir Kilix at her fei-t, hIiu

thjt'W ht-rni'lf, weeiiiii^;, into Mailaiiie Thuillier's arum, (Tying:
" (xKlinofher, voii always tol«l ine to hoiM'.

"

Mademoiselle Thiiillitr, wli.>, us I hav4' ulwayH thoiij^lif, (iespite

her inirsh nature aii>l la.k of o.liieatioii, is a very remarkuhU-
Woman, hail a happy inspiration;

"One moment," i^lie paiil, for they were just Ftartin^ for the
din intr-n Mini. "Monsieur I'hellion, ' i-lio nai 1, piini; np to iMm,
"monsieur and tild friend, I ask the hand of .Monsieur Felix I'hel-

lion for our 'idopted daughter. Mademoiselle Colleville. "

"l>ravo, hravol" « lied all in chorus.

"My (iod!" Kiid Monsieur Irli.t Phellion, tiarfiilly, "what have
I done to dewerve ^o j;reat a liappine^is !"

"You have lieeii an horn >t man, and a f'hriijtian without know-
iuK !t," replied the Ahhe (ioiidrin.

Hero la Pcyradc llunj: down tlu^ lottcr.

'•Well, you iiaveii't finished ii?" -aid Corentin. pickinp it

ii[). '"ihit tliere"s not iiiucli mure; .M. Ilonri infnnii- ine that

this scene alfecteil liim; that kiunvinL'^ J had Innnerh' taken an
interest in tliis iiiJirria<,'c, he had tlinu^dit proper li> ^'ive ino

the details of its coneliision, and like all poliee reports, .some-

wliat t'.xtcndcil, he (•(includes liy a sliLrhtly veiled demand for a
reward. Ah! hy the way," rcsuiucd ("uivjitin, "there is one
detail of some itiiportaneo:"

The Knu'lisli Woman i.iade it known diirinir dinner that, having
no heirs, her fortune, after the deaths of herself and husliani!, will

HO to telix, who, as a eonsoiiueuee, will heionie enurniously
weidthv.

La Peyrade had risen and was striding lajtidlv ahout the
room.
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"Well, what's the matter?" asked Corentin.

"Nothing," answered the Provencal.

"Yes, tliere is," replied the deteetive; "I think you are a

little jealous of that young man's good fortune. Mydear fellow,

allow me to t^uggest to you that if you wished such a conclusion

for yourself, you should have acted as he has done. When I

sent you one liundred louis to study law, 1 did not then in-

tend you as my successor; 1 expected you to labor at the oars

of your own galley, to have tlie courage for obscure and hard

toil; your day would have come. But you choose to violate

fortune."

"Monsieur!" .-aid la Peyrade.

"I mean, hastened it—cutting the hay while yet green.

You took a fling at journalism; tlien into business; you made

acquaintances of Cerizet and Dutocij; and, frankly, I think

you very fortunate in reaching the port in which you have

now found a refuge. Besides, you are not of a nature suf-

ficiently simple-hearted to enjoy such bliss as is reserved for

Felix Phellion. These middle-classes
''

"These middle-classes," said la P(-yrade, quickly; "I know

them now, to my cost. They have great absurdities, great vices

even; but they have their virtues, or, at the least, very es-

timable qualities; in them lies the vital force of our corrupt

society."

"Your society!" saul Corentin, smiling; "you speak as if

you were still in the ranks. You are struck off the roll, my
dear fellow, and you must learn to be more content with your

lot: governments pass; societies perish or dwindle; but wt

—

we dominate all things; and the Police is eternal."
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