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The present number of the Journal closes
the sezend volume, and it is to be hoped that
the third will be commencel under better
anspices.  The aim of the Journal and of
all the other cfforts of the present superin-
tendent, hias heen to clevate und improve the
clementary education of the province as far
as possible under the present arrangements,
sud tu prepave the way for such a vevision
of the whole system as should place it upon
higher ground, and rewove the difficulties
that now oppose the improvement of the
schools and the extension of their benefits.

1n looking back upon the labors that have
now extended over ncarly three years, there
sppears nearly equal reason for thankful-
neas, hope, and regret—Thankfulness for
the removal of many threatening difficulties
and dangers, and for the cheering signs of
change for the better appearing everywhere
on the surfiuce of our provincial education,
—~Hope that the increasing agitation and in-
terest on the subject will bring forth happy

ofd of & better system.—gret thatsoaany

ficlds of usefulness have been of necessity
negleete 1, and that over large districts edu-
cativn still presents the same dead and un-
aitful aspect as in former years.

The earlicr cfforts of the Saperintendent
were much hampered by the inepessibility of
obtaining reliable information on the actual
stiate of the schools, and by the difticulty of
dealing in any general way with the variety
of methods that prevailed in all parts of
their mansgement.  These cvil? ars new
greatly mitigated, though the defective na-
ture of the present mode of supporting edu-
eation has prevented their entire removal 5
and a new officer, with an improved system
G ndinister, will enter on w very different
‘feld from that which presented itselt in
L8,

It is a remarkalle and siguificant fact that
s any, changes for the better are visible
within countics nhere Education was provi-
cusly inan advanced condition.  There every
sizzestion for fmprovement has been acied
upen with activity, aud energetieally pushed
wut to useful results. On the other hand in
many districts in which Fducation has all
along Yeen little better than a name, every
attempt to impreve and stinulate has Leen
xeccived with apathetic indifference.  Some
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of this untilled ground, however, has been
broken up, aud it is satisfactory to learn
that one step in advance is sure to be the
prefude to otherz,  Thore is not a Teacher
in the Provinee who b not since 1850 heen
again and again visited by items of informa-
tion respecting the impertance of his pesi-
tion and the means of making it move useful
and honorable.  Searcely any intelligent pa-
rent vemaing ignornt of the nature of those
systems which in sister Colonies and in the
New England States have raised up the
standavd of universal popular insteuction.
There is now abread a spivit of inquiry and
anxious longing in veference to a new Schaol
Law such as this Provinee hias not previously
witnessed in the case of any previous Eduea-
tional measure, and which cannot be giati-
fieed till we hinve in reality and wholly, what
we long had nominally or in part, good
&chools for the children of our whole popu-
lation.

For nearly three 3c'u-q the present Super-

Wu- © dpum by the weight
of & responsibility ‘w uch he fefound nut

be fully met by any cfforts he conld put
forth or any sucrifices that he could make.
Ifenceforth he throws this burden from him.
Ile will watch with interest the progress of
a School Law through the Legislatwre, and
will be ready to centribute anything that
may be useful from the steve of facts he has
wathered, but the respensibility must now
lic whally on the people themseR es and their
vepresentatives, who should in this ag in
other public_ matters, fidy body forth the
wishes and capacities of their constituents.
Even if all the general wmeasures he has
proposed should be rejectad, he will console
himself for the fruitless vesult of much
thonght and lubour, by the reflection thut he
has dene what he conld, and by that faith in
the progress and destinies of his country
which assurces him that present failure can
be but the postponement of results which
must uttimately be attained.

Nouw, however, is the time for exertion un
the part of the people.  The great questions
of Free Sehools, trainad Teachers and ‘T'ras-
tee-representatives for the districts, are bal-
anced on a point, and the weight of a straw
way incline them to either side.  Let then
every parent who values the aluecation of
his children, overy patrivt who desires to
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lm\e his country held up her head nmcn'f
her neighbows =, every one who has hamented
the short-comings of onr present Educationad
system, exert every diort by pereenal iutin-
ence and by petition to stivaulate and infore
the Legistature.  Let no time be lost; fir
though lasi year the subject lingered throug h
the session as if no ene eaved for it, it is e
unlikely that this yeav the battde ef tin
Scheals will be *“shart and shap.”

—— . “a

MISTARER RURPECTING TilE PROPON.
AL MADE BY THE 2UFERINTENDLNT O
ELUCATION FOR A NEW SLHOUL LAW

Sume yersans appear to suppese that th
Provincial Nevmal Scheol proposed in tle
new School Law, is to be supported by as-
sessment. This is entively an ervory the
supiport of that justitution i intended to be
derived entively from o Legislative gennee,
The county assessment is silely for Comnen
and Gramumar Scheols within the county.

An idex scems also to prevail in some
quarters that the choise of Teachiers is o
Be iwhen fivm the povpie, or tkr §uo Tea.l -
ers are to Le employed except.vse {raine!
at the Nornad Schoel. O the centeuy e
choive of the Teachers ranaius entively with
the Trustees elected by the people, subjeet o
cotise to the Teacher recdving a liceu-.
from the Colnmissioners; and the enly af'.
santage porsessed by pngd's of the Nerms
Seheol 13 that their certificate from that r -
stituticn will bie as gewd as a license,

Another unforndad i
there is to te semething cumpulsay in the
raising f that part of the Tewcher s salaa
which thedistrict or seetien has to contyiin.
we, The only thing compubary i this i
that if a district negleets to hive a Tawher
and establish 2 ¥ehicol it cannot diaw itss b
of puliic aid; and of catse av there will 1y
two funds,the Provincial did and Cennty tas
Loth will in that case Le laat to the distrl
But the Tuustees will Le perfeetly five in
Biving a Teacher, and can ¢ flev his pregise’s
the sum anthorised by @ mceting called tor
the purpese, which st will be less thzu
that at present necessany, in 2o much a< s
aid dvawn thoough the Commuissioneis wii
be double what it is at present, When th -
Trustees have hired a Veensed Teacher;n
matter for what salary, they will disw fivan
the Conmissicaiers in prroportivn o the 2 e

:IZ‘L‘S.\'SUH is tha
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Ler of scholars sent to school, so that it will
be the interest of the teacher to tako all the
scholars he can get, and no parent or other
person can be obliged to pay any more to
the support of the school except his share of
what the meeting of the people of the Scc-
tion may agree to vaise cither by subscrip-
tion or assessinert,

The intention is to alolish fres or sud-
ascription per scholar,and when a person has
paid his shave of the county tax, to give
his children admission to the school without
any other paymemt, except what he may
cliose to subseribe to nid in raising the
toacher's salary, or what he and his neigl-
rors 'may think proper to assess themeelvus,

‘I'he whole system is contrived for the ful-
lowing purpeses @ (1) to muke it easy to get
up a goot Sehool in cach section; (2) to ads
it every child both to the common and
grammar schools on the easiest possible
terms, and to make it be to the advantage
of indiriduals and districts to keep as many
children at school as possible.  (3) To bring
the wealth of the Province to the aidof those
who hive children to cducate and little
eans to do it.

Some persons have endeavourced to propa-
gate the opinion that the Provincial aid will
be withdrawn, and the couatics taxed to an
exeessively large amount. On the contra-
ry the Provineial aid must be coatinued in
«ider to give any chance of suceess to the
sy:tem, and no county can ke taxed to a
greater ameunt than that of the Provincial
aid it actually receives, which is very much
tess than the sum which a portion of the pa-
vents in the several counties now raise for
the supporpof the schools.

The meand recommended for these pur-
pees are not new and untried. They have
Leen in operation for 200 years in New
England; and jn almost precisely the form
propesed here, are now educating the people
of the great and rapidly advancing I’rovin-
ves of L'ppcr aad Lm\'cr Carada.

Free Schools and Attendance.

Misconceptions appear to prevail nmong
well infirmed persons as to the true conuee-
tivn of Assessment and Free Schools with
scheol attendauce. It is often supposed that
even with Free Schools snpported hy assess-
mant it would be difficult to seenvea full at-
tendance of children, aud Free Schools sup-
perted by assessment are thus cenfounded
with what nay be called panper Free Schcole
and frec scholarships, and with the support
of sehools by 1ate-bill or fee per head,  ¥x.
perience s (ully proved that free scholar
are inegular in attendance and that scheols
~upportel for free instruction, by charitable
centribution or State funds, are poorly at-
tend@l The yesults of Free Schools sup-
pated by assessment on property are the
cery contrarvy. Expevience in New England,
Canada, and such districts in this Proviice
as_lueve assessed themselves, show,that when

all have to pay in proportion to mesus whe-
ther they send pupils or not, and whan after
paying all can send pupils without further
chiarge, tha largest possible attendance is al~
ways sccured; simply Dacause the stimuli
of peentniary Joss on the one hand and clieap
instruction on the other are constautly at
work to ensure it. This should be steadily
kept in view and constantly urged by the
fricuds of Free Schools,ns it is the principal
fact on which the utility of the system rests.

Thoughts for Teachers.

It is now the middle of the winter half
yoor of the schools. Tho older children ure
at school. Many of them perhaps may not
enjoy another winter’s scheoling,  Since the
commencement of the halt ycar the teacher
and his pupils have had time to know and
understaud each other, It is a good time to
thizk of the work and its probable results.

What progress has been made. Wedo not
mean how much book has been got through,
but how much has been learned since the
beginning of the half-year? Is it such as
to warrant a hope that the pupils will all
have made large advances in the spring? I
not now is a good time to enquire what bet-
ter mweans can be employed. I8 the progress
in one departroent good, in another inditier-
ent? Think of the means by which this
weak point may be strengthened.  Aresome
scholars far behind tho rest, and have you
almust ceased to try to keep them up?  You
now kuow theiv peeulinr talents and dispo-
gitions better than at the bLeginning of the

term.  Thivk of what they most nced, and
make an trial with them,
Is all T work of the school thoroughly

urdorstood, or ave there reasons to suspect
that some individuals or classes are blunder-
ing on through grammar, arithmetic, or ge-
ography, without knowing much of what it
me:ns? I the latter, the evil should lLe
remedicd at once, if you would net stupity
rather than inscract. Let vigorous cfforts
be made to itercst and cxcite healthy men-
tal activity, and make sure that everything
taught is within the reach of the faculties of
the learner, and that these ficultics are be-
ing stretehied out to attain it.

Perhaps some of the scholars have entered
the school with habits of incorrect pronun-
ciation, or of using ungrammatical or vulgar
language, or with idle, mischievous, or jn.
moral habits ; and perhaps instead of being
cured of these they have succceded in teach-
ing “ou to become necustomed to them, so
that .ow you do not observe them at all, or
arc content to pass them over unnoticed.  If
anything of this kind exists in the school,
remunber that while uncorrected it is a cor-
rupting influence, and make another cffort
to counteract it. Perhaps now that yeu have
more influence over the mind of the pupil,
yiumay Le more successful than formerly.

Meny similar subjecis of reflection uay

occur to teacuers, Dy thinking and acting
on them, much way be done to make the
schiools of this winter so useful that tho
schelars may in after life lewk back on them
a8 the most ugeful time shey hinve cver spont.

Slate Lessons.

In the examination of My, Jack’s depart-
ment in Picton Academy, & short time since,
we observed a Jesson in geography of o char~
acter niew to us. "The pupils were called out
with their slates, nawes of places were given
out and they were requested to writo un ae-
count of cach, aud afterwards to point it
out on the Map. This must be an agreeable
and interesting mode of teaching Geography,
and excellent for o review of subjects pre-
viously studied. The use of the slate for
class lessons is hecoming much more genera-
than formerly, and hus the advantage of en-
abling much work to be done inn short
time, aud of testing the progress of the
seheliry in spelling, writing, cemposition,
and rapility and aceuracy of theught.—
Like all vther good methods however, it may
be carricd too far, and it is Jiable to the dis-
advantages that pupils of good 1mcinories
may copy from books whiclh they scarely un-
dertand, and that habits'of caveless writing
may be acquired.  Where such results ave
olserved, the practice should Le discontin-
ued for a time, or employed only at inter-
vals, Asap occasionel exercise however in
spelling, grammar, composition and geogra~
phy, practice in classes with the slate, ae.
companied with caveful questioning, can
scarcely be tco strongly recemrrended.

Free School.s in lInsqnodoboit -

The people of this district have long been
in advance of those of most vthers in the
province on the subject of Free Sclicols and
assessment.  The following extract from a
private letter, gives amost encouraging view
of the results of assessment, cven undes the
imperfect fucilities affurded Ly the present
Law:

¢ Two of the Schools have adopted the
priuciple of assessmient, viz: Musquodob-
oit Marbor, and Na. 10, the distriet in
which I reside. ‘They are both likely 10
work well. Inthe former, the averace
atteudance has donbled; and in the latter,
nearly trebled.  What it weuld be I ean-
not say if the house was large enough,
but the school is full and muny v have Leen
refused admittance. The district pays the
teacher £30 a year,and assesscs for L£56;
the present average is 60,7

Forms of Petmon.

Teachers who have received these forns
will understand ihat they are undes 1o ob,
ligation to circulute them, uuless they con-
sider it expedient to doso. ‘They are
hawever requested to hand than to their
trustees, or other persors likely to tuke
an interest in the mater.  In caseswhere
signatures cannot Le ebtained, itis cuwt
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unnecessary to send any reply to that
eflect.  When the petitions are filled up,
they may be handed to any of the mem-
bers of the Assembly, or il’ more conven-
ieut, turwarded to the Suparintendent.~—
Several petitivns respectably signed, have
heen alecady sent in. and there seems ronm
to hope that they will be favorably ve-
ceived in most of the localities in which
they are circula‘ed.

An edditional Error.

We have just learncd from-a private
Jetter, that in some quarters an opinisn
prevails, that the system of supporling
schools in part by county asscssment
c.}unl 10 the provincial grant, will dimin-
ish the salaries of teachers,in consequence
of the peaple of the districts raising no
Mrthor sum. ‘L'his objection was fully an-
-swered in the Journal of Education for
March last; and it was shown that in Up-
per Canada the people raise in the sepa-
rale scetions as much as the Provincial
aid aud county tax united, and that the ar-
rangements in reference to the duties of
the trustees, in the School Bill of last
Session, were of sush a naturs, that cach
saction must realise for the teacher at
least half as much as the average sum
which they now raise; and that with the
County tax, this would leave the teacker’s
salaries as at present, only that they
would be better paid. Taking into ac.
count however the advantages of hiring a
first class teacher, the facilities afforded 10
trustees for raising funds and the cheap
education offered 1o all, there can be little
doubt that the salaries will be larger than
at present.  Thus if a teacher now re-
ceives £11 from the Province and £25
from the people of his section, he would
under the new system receive £22 from
the Previnee and county, and the pavea's
and otuers deeply interested in the school
would only have 10 raise £11 in order
that the school should réceive this sum of
£22. ‘Thus they would be relieved and.
the additional burden would fall on pro-
perty gencrally throughout the county.

School Report for 1852.

‘Che Report of the Superintendent for
1652 will consist in great part of a con-
densed review of his recommendations for
the extension and improvement of our
school system, with the facts and argu-
ments on whicl they are based. Tixtracts
will be given from the interesting reports
with which he has been furnished by se-
veral of the Boards of Commissioners,
and the statistical matter will, it is hoped,
be more complete than in any previous
year.

Schools in Halifax.

The Commissioners of Schools for the
city of Ialifax, on report and recommen-
dation of their visiting Committee, resol-
ved to call attention to the importauce of
improvement in Reading, by offering re-
wards f{or excellence in that department,
to the children of the Schools which came
under their snpervision.

Notice to the Schiouls, was given accor-
dingly, and the subject was given in
charge of the visiting committec.

The requisite preliminaries were at-
tended to,—and the cxamination was held
on Saturday, Scptember 251h.

c e D ae e v
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About fifty lads, including the best read-
cts in the schools represented, accompan-
ied by their ‘Uenchers, nssambled in the
Royal Acadian School room.

Varied excreise vesulted in awarding
four general rewards, to the four best
readers without distinction of school, and
then a veward to the best reader in each
school,

The Committee expressed much gratifi-
cation at the number in atteadance, the
good order that prevailed, and the interest
that was evineed.

The exercises were creditable to the
young porsons assembled,—but proved the
desirableness ot still greator attention
being given to the principles and practice
on which excellence is founded.

‘I'he oceasion was one of pleasure and
profit,~other anticipated examinations are
expected to exhibit f-atures of greater
advance and move intervst.—Chronide,

We have as yet veeeived the Reports of a
few only of the Teachers® Associttions.  Of
thaso received, that of the Durham Associa-
tion, Picton County, shows the greatest
ameunt of encrgy and success; and may
therefore be giverr here as a specimen of
what such societies can cffect, Notices of
other Aesociations will appear in the Super-
intendent's Aunual Report.

Report of Durkem Teacher’s Association.
—The ** Durham Teacher’s Association’
convencd at Durham this 2%th of Dee.
1852, beg leave respectfully to submit to
the Superintendent of Education a sum.
mary veport of its proceedings for the
past year.

At the commencement of the present
vear, there were eleven schools and four-

teen teachers connected with the Associas
tion; there are now fiftezn echools and

eighteen teachers in connection therewith,

Five meetings have been held during
the winter, one lecture was delivered,
“un tho different kinds of composition
and style of the sacred Buoks; their Prose,

Prophecies, Parablg aud ‘Fypes, and the-

mode of interpretation peculiar to each.”

In order to interest, and if possible, to
benefit the public, and at the same time
accommudate the association,it wasagreed
to ho'd a public meeting in cach schouvl
district immediately after the examination
of the school.

The association commenced the visila-
tion and cxamination of schools in May
last;since which time 11 schoals have been
examined and 13 meetings held, at ten
of which lectures have been delivered on
the following subjects; 1st. Oa the means
of acquiring knowledge; 2nd. On educas
tion, and the necessity and advantages of
the improvement contemplated in the new
school law; 3rd. Oa vegetable chemistry
and the parallel between the functions of
the plant and of the animal, 4th. On ani-
mal chemisticy; 5th. On the advantages of
the study of history; 6th. Oan the present
state and future prospects of Nova Sentia;
7th. Oa the Impurtance of geoaraphical
knowledge; Sth. Ou practical education ;
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9th, On the chemistry of vegetation; 10th,
On the teacher’s office,

The Aesociation has no been able to
visit the four remaining schuols, in con-
scquence of the badnem of the roads &e.

From two years’ experience, the Asens
ciation can spesk with somo precision of
the advantage of the assnciativn to teachers
personally and to the publie generally,and
also uf the state of publie feeling on edur
cationa! matters, and of the cbstacles to
improvement reqniring to be removed,

ApvaNTaGes To The Tracnen.—-1. It
kas been the weans of forming and maina
taining a friendly acquaintance among the
Teachers.

Q. It has affurded the mcans of profess
sional counsel and aid, and thereby united
the Teachers as a band of brothers.

3. It has made the amaunt of profes.
sional knowledze which each iudividual
possessed, cominon property; thus each
obtained the advantage of the experienca
of all.

4. It has rendered teachers better qual-
ified for the important dutics of their
office.

5. 1t has sccured to them a somewhat
more eleveted position in the public esti-
mation.

Apvantaces to THe PebLic—1. It
has affurded to the publie, teachers who
are better qualified than hitherto, and who
can bring into the schools tho best systems
of teaching and miodes of discipline which
experience can suggest, wnder existing
circumatances.

2. It has sccured to tho public better

schools, by acting as a check upon supere
ficial or careless teaching,

3 It has led to the improvement of
schaol houses and sccured to many dis-
tricts, besides thuse connected with the
Association, a better supply of maps and
books, than they hitherto pussessed. with-
out giving them either the trouble or ex-
pense of purchasing them.

4. It has excited a deeper interest in
the cause of Iiducation,and diffused (it
is hoped) sume additional information on
Fducational matters.

THE MEANS CMPLOYED TO SECURZ
tuese Exps.—I. By the teachers fre-
quently miceting upon a facting of eqpals
ity. aud candidly discussing educatidnal
matters.

2. By all visiting each other’s schaols,
pointing out errors and suggesting im-
proveinents,

3. By teachers addressing the scholass
upon their privileges and duties, and the
people npon the varions subjects connect-
ed with the efficiency of schools and the
introduction of improvements.

4. By haviug all the meetinas apen o
the public ard delivering lectutes wn liter-
ary and scientific subjects, and by eliciting
discussions on the same.

Remanks.—1. That the public take a
deeper interest in the cause of Fdvcaton
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and in the prosperity of this Association,
is evident from tha fact, that, last yesr,
although intimation was given of all the
schoul examinations and the public invited
to attend, yet not more than three or four
heads of fumilies attended in any of the
districts, except two; whereas this year
the attendance was large and respectable
in almost every district.

2. Although none of the school-houses
are yet just what they should he, nearly
all have undergone some impruvement
since last year.

3. Yast year an utter destitution of
maps existcd in nearly ail the schouls.—
‘This desideratum has been partiaily re«
meved, The Association by petition to
the Board of Schonl Commissioners, hus
sectired to many others, as well as those
aonnected with the association, Dawson’s
Map of Nava Scotia and Mitchell's 1em-
ispheres and key (outline series). ‘I'bis
sapply, though by no means adequate to
<he necessity of the case, has heen an in-
ustimable boon to the teachers and
scholars,

4. ‘T'hre association has received the
most cordial reception in every school
distriet.

OnsTACLES whicH 1IreEpe Iaprove-
MexT.~—1. ‘The shortness of the teacher's
continuance in the same district, This is
owing in a great measure to the fast,that
a large proportion of those engaged in
teaching, are young men who are prepar-
ciny themselves for some other calling ;
and who teach only during the vacatjons
in the respective seminaries to which they
belong.  As an illustraton of this may be
mentioned the fact, that one schoul dis-~
trict, connected with the Assaciation, has
had fonr different teachers within the
space of two years; two other districts
have each had three different teachers
within the same pericd,

2. 'I'he mactica of boarding or circn-
lating the teacher from house to house is
productive of more evils than space will
permit to enumerate. It prevails in nine
of the fificen ditricts connected with the
Association.

3. The backwarduess of Districts in
furnishing the schonls with guitable books,
naps, &c., increases the labour of the
1eacher, and detracts from Lis usefuluess,
and is a positive loss to the pevple thems
scives.

1. The want of punctuslity in pecun-
jary matters is an evil of no ordinary
maguitude.

This being the anrual meeting, the
following persuns were elected office bear-
ers fur the ensuing year: Mr. Andrew
tiraham, President; Mr. Charles Mosher
Vice-President ; Mr, Daniel. McDonald,
Secretary and Treasurer; Messts. Hugh
McKenzie, Janes McCabe and Aleaander
Girant, Committee.

By order of the Assaciation,
Daxier. McDoxato, Secey.
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The claims of Universal Edu-
cation.

1t is not uncommon fur thuse whu have
never reflected upon the subjeet to cons
sider it unjnst, under any circumstances,
to tax the propesty uf one man to educate
the chiliren or another, Such are ever
ready 1o inquire, Of what futetest is it to
me whether the children of others are ed-
ucatedd or not? True, the whols subject
has heen thoroughly discussed, and its
bearings clearly shown sgain and again ;
yet there are sull found, in almast every
community, some whose minds remain
unecalightened. T such it is therefore
necessary to present anew the considera-
tions whick have led thousands of others
(wlo once thought as tney now do,) to
believe that a liberal provision fur free
education is the cheapest and best insur-
anee whieh can be effected upon praperty,
and the surest guarantee for the safety of
property, reputation and life. Aong
these are the tollowing:

The statistics of crime inform us that
nine-tenths of all the criminals confined
in jails and penitentiaries are deplorably
ignorant, as well in tegard to science and
knowledge in general, as in respect to
morals and religion.  Had they heen pro-
perly educated in childhood and youth,
instead of preying upen its best intereste,
they wight have contributed 10 the im-
provement of Scciely, or honoured its
highest stations,

I proper inguiry be made, a large pro-
portion of the paupers sustained at public
expense, will be found to celong to the
iznorant class, and ta have been brought
to their present condition by their want of
the intelligence necessary to eualle any
one to manage business for himself. A
aood common school educstion would
have saved them from becoming burdens
upon suciety, and enabled them, beside
maintaining themselves respectably, to
bear their share of those burdens which
are unavoidable by human furesight or
sagacity.

Couid the statistics of intemperance be
fully ascertained, it would he found that
the great majority of those who have tuin-
ed themselves and beggared their families
hy intemperate drinking, have, by the ne-
plect of the culture of their minda, been
rendered unable to enjoy any other than
sensual pleasures. Does not every ob-
serving person know that those who fres
quent the grog-shop are not generally the
intelligent.

It can he shown that more than one
half the sickness in our country is the re-
sult of ignorance, of 2 want of that ac
cquaintance with the lawsof health which
night easily be obtained, and that conses
quently moro than one half of the expense
oceasioned by illness, and the loss ot time
labour, ete., attendant upon it, might be
saved if the whole community were pro-
perly educated.
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It is well known ihata large propurtion
of the litigation in thiscountry arises trom
the inability (or the indisposition occas
sioned by a want of facility in doing it
properly) to Keep a proper recard of busi:
ness transactions.  Let every young per
sun be made familiar with arithmetic and
the elements of bouk-keeping, and taught
to keep an accurate acconnt of his dealings
with others, and one half or <wo thirds of
all the petty law suits which are constant-
ly disturbing the peace uf neighborhoods
world never uccur,

It can be demanstrated that these who
are respectablyceducated can carn tur them-
selves, or others,from twenty live 1o fifty
or one Lundred per cent, more than thesy
withont educativn: and that, too, in em.
ployments were physical labor and mancs
al skill are mainly concerned: to say no-
thing ot other occupations, where men-
tal cultuze and a profouud acquaintance
with science ate requiried.  Ivery think-
ing man knows that it is far cheaper to
hire a man who is intelligent, than to
employ an ignorant,stupid one, who needs
an overseer tu prevent him from slighting
bis work or destroying the material on
which he operates. It costa no more 10
board a good workman than a bad one.

It can be proved by the best of tesiie
mony that without that intelligence and
virtue which is the sim of the friends of
vniversal education to secure, so far as
human agzncy is concerned, to every
youth in the land,a Coustitutional govern-
ment and our free institutions can not br
perpetuated

It can be shown with equal clearnes:
that without general intelligence, piet)
can not be expected to prevail; since.
without it, religion is ever in danger «
degencrating into superstition or fanatic-
isin.

The facts establishiny these conclusions
may not be tamiliar to all. but they have
been frequently presented in the reperts
of Schonl officers and those in charge of
alms houses, and otlier public institutions;
and both the truths and the facts which
sustain them are familiar, to all who have
sought fur such infurmation, as househuld
words.— Okio Journal of Education.

- .- —
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Co-operate with the Teacher.

After having engaged your teacher or
teachers, and provided a comfortable place
for the schuol to assemble, and plenty of
good dry wood prepared and placed under
cover, vou have yel more to do or else
your schoal will not answer the end for
which it was opened. No teacher, how-
ever well qualified, can sustain himself ard
keep a good school, Without the sympathy
and co-operation of the parents and friends
of education w thin the district.  Every
parent and every friend of sound, popular
education, should, therefore, do all in
their power 1o reader the schuol as efficient
for good as it is possible to make it.
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Tt is true the teacher,if skilful and expe-
rivuced, will most prubably he the leader
of the little host uwuder his cummard,
but uuless his hands be stid up by wae
prayers and labours of those fur whom ke
works, he can aceomplish but little —and
that little will cost him far more anxiety.
toil, and vexation of mind, than keeping

+a zoatd school would do, under favorable
circumstances—such a8 when pareuts
taithfully co-operate with ana emphatical-
ly sustain the teacher --ovne whomn they
have ‘emploved to help them in doing the
must important wark that parents can
cmploy aid in deing, to wit, the right
educatton and training of thetr children for
an hionotable place in the werld that ncw
is, and 80 to do this, 88 not to jeopard
theic happiness in that future state of he-
ing, for which this whole prabation is but
a preparation.

The first thing (o he done 1n this work
of co-operatiun is to sce that youe children
are well furnished with snitable boaks,
that is to say, such as are deemed the
best to aid them in doing the woek in
which they are about to engage. Never
scold nor complain, nor find fanlt when
you are requested to procure sach hoaks
#s are really necessary, for every farmer
and mechanic knows that without suitable
implements or tools to work with, he can-
not accomplish the labour that he other-
wise might. So in school, precisely—
good bouks aid in doing mere and duing
it better—-therefore, do not urge the oh-
jection mis-named cconomy, as a reason
for not providing for your children all nes
cessary school-bonks—and the teacher is,
orshould be the best judge in this matter,
—Y¥rgo, if you would co-operate with the
teacher provide such books as are needed,
asking no further question for conscience’s
sake,

In the second place, if you would co-
operate with your teacher you must see
e-cry morring of a school-day that your
children are made ready and sent v school
n grod season—so as not 1o be tardy one
minute—see also, that they take their
Yooks, pencils, &ec., so that when they
arrive at the school-room, tha master’s
ears are not filled with T have forgutten
this, or I have forgotten that, or sowething
else—things which the child needs,fand
which the teacher canunot provide for the
day. Children are forgeiful and careless,
aud it is a part of the work of education
to correct these habits by steady autention
on the part of both parents and teachers.

No parents should permit their children
10 leave home until the mother or some
one eles sees that everything is in readis
ness.

In the third place, every parent should
understand that it is expected of him that,
in sending his children to school, he tacitly
delegates to the teacher powerto govern
them while in school, unless he expressly
reserves it, and requests the teacher to

zend the children home to be corrected
when disobedient.  And when this powe®
is delegated, It is rcasonably supposed on
the partof the teacher that he may use
such means to restrain or constrain the
children under his charge as are employ-
ed by parents. The teacher must estae
Llish his authority by bringing all to line
in otedience 1o his will, Unless this be
dune, the (irast requisite of a good school
will be wanting, When the teacher finds
it necessary, as he sometimes will, to
use futee, in order to secure submission
and obedience, the parent ahould not in-
terlcra, unless the teaclier has abused the
trust committed to him, or, in other words,
the parent should no soonce medidle here,
then ha would with the neighbourhood
poverament of parents over their children.
If the child ar clildrenbe abused, protect
the injurerd, and see that justice is admin-
istered, and the weaker party protected
from further injury of this kind. Do not
by interfering, uudermine the teacher’s
authority to gevern his schuol, for where
disorder prevails, the school cannot pros~
pe., the children caannot grow in knows
ledge, wisdom, and virtue, Never take
sides with your children against the
teacher, but rather sustain him, and never
listen to charges made 2gainst him unul
you ascertain from other sources that
there is good cause for complaint.

Fourthly, makes it a rule to enquire of
the children at the close of evesy day,
What have you learned today? What
lesson, if any, you have 1ailed to recite?
&ec., &c. ; thus showning the children that
you feel « deep interest in knowing what
they ate duing, and s manifest it by
daily watching their progress.

These are some of the ways by which
pacents may greatly aid teachers in their
arduous labours. Without some such
aid and sympathy, there is scarcely 2 more
forbidding vocation in which 2 man or wor
man of conscience can be engaged—with
sympathy and faithful co-operation fromn
parents, thers is hardlya more pleasant
employment than that of teaching the
young.— Rural New Yorker,

I—';ee Schools.

The Free School system provides the
means for the education of all—ailf con-
tributing to its support, It puis it in the
power of destitute children tohave a good
common schoul education ; widows, and
guardiang of children may, f{rom self res-
pect,or necessity, feed and clothe such des-
titute children ; but they may be unwill-
ing, or unable to purchase bocks, or pay
a rate bill for them. The free School re-
moves this obstacle. et the sectional
school be the sanctuary, apen toall, where
every child wiil receive a thorough com-
mon school education, Iet the schuole
room, the teacher, the furnfiure, and the
apparatus be commonto all.  Letno such
children be entered, or cducated as pau-
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pers; but asit is theie tight and privile
ege. et us have tcachers of high at.
tauunents, and teaching of the best de-
scription.  Let equal privileges be given
to all, whether rich, or poor; and sl will
be induced to attend the school. Thus
will these orphans, and dJestitute oncs,
have placed befure them an open door,
where they will be trained as others, to
become uselul members of society. The
ratebil], however, either c’oses the dour
against them, or they must be degraded
by the epithet, pauper.  Uander the 1ate-
bill system, these, the most destitute, and
most ta be sympathized with, among our
race, would be deprived of this important
privileae. Ye wha are parents yourselves,
and would wish to see your children wise
and honorable ; and your whole ncighs
bourhuod also, rising in intelligence, and
motal character, fling open the schools
house door to all.  Let the whole be in-
vited, and pressed to come without money,
and whhout price. It is your great wis:
dom, to get the eatire neighbourhood
educated.  That thereby peace, and in

dustry, and prosperity may be the lot ot
all. And by this vniversal training, crime
will be greatly prevented and much there-
by gained. —{Armour's Second Lecture.

—— e m———

The Teaching Power.

It is a waost fallacious notien, that if a
man be a good scholar he will necessarily
make a good teacher. We continually
find men who possess plenty of knowledge,
withont having the slightest power of
communicating it to others, especiully to
classes of children. To make a gond
elementary schoulmaster demands, above
all things, a natural aptitude for teaching.
A man who has such an aptitude will
make a far better teacher, though he
should possess the knowledge that he
requires to convey and no more, than ano-
ther with great attainments, but who lhas
not this special gualification for the work.
It is thus that we sometimes hear it para-
doxically but truly observed of a man,
that ** he teacher more than he knows.”
He may not himself impart a great amount
of actual infurmation, dut ke so thoroughly
trains the minds of his pupils, that they
soon become accustomed to independent
action, which is the vltimate object of all
education. That man, of course, ‘will
make the best teacher who cambines
technical knowledge with teaching powcr;
but we think most expericnced instructors
will agree with us, that the latter is fur
mere necessary than the former. We
are also.of opinion that the knowledge is
far more easily acquired than the special
qualification, however much this may be
despised. In fact, it appears to us thas
teaching power cannot  be acquired at all.
It may bs much improved by training ;
but if a2 man does not possess it nawraliy.
as a part of his original endowment, I
will never possess it in any great degree.
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Technical knowledge may be acquired
mare or less by all; superioe teaching
power is the gift of nature, and is only
possessed by few.

The tern teaching power affurds in it
self a corfirmation of the fact, that the
talent spoken of is a real natoral faculty,
peculiar to certain individuala, The Ger-

mans otill more emphatically call it
Lihrga’e, or tecaching  gift.  We make

these remarks, because the truth which
we assert has not yet been sufliciently
uwirrstood or acted upon in this country,
and because this ignorance or disregard
ol it has been proved, and may siill prove,
an obatacle to tho progress of popnlar edu-
cation,—FEnglish Journal of Iducation
Jor Scptemir,

Question of Religious Instruction, in
connection with Public Instruction.
[ From btie Annual Report of the Chict
Seperinteadent, Upper Canadu, 18527 °
The question of religions instruetion
Lius been a topic of carnest and volum-
inous and discussion among slatesmen
aad educationists in both LFurope and
Aumerica—has agitated tore than one
country on the continent of furope—has
hitherto deprived England of a national
system of education, permiiting io it no-
thing but a series of petty expedients in
varying forms of government grants to
cectain relizious denominatiors, while the
great mass of the laboring population is
unreached by a ray of intellectual light,
and is ‘‘perishing for lack of knowledge"’
amidst the din of sectarian war about
“religious education,” and under the very
shadows of the cathedral and the chapel.
As some prominence has been g ven to
this question during the year by individ.
nal writers, and sume vague statements
and notions put forth, 1 will offer a few
remarks on it in concluding this report,
1. My first remark is, that the system
af common school instruction should, like
the legislature which has established, snd
the government that administers it, he
non-sectarian and national. 1t should be
considered in a provincial, rather thar in
a denominational puint of view—in refer-
ence to its bearing upon the condition und
interests of the country at larpe, and not
apon these of particular religivus persua-
sions as distinet from public Interests, or
wpun the interests of one persuasion more
than those of another.  And thus may be
observed the difference between a mere
scetarian and a patriot—between one who
considers the institutions and legislation
and goverament of his country in a seet
arian spirit. and another who regards
them in a patriotic spirit.  "The ane places
his sect abave his conntry, aud supports
or appwses every public law or measure
of government, just as it may or may not
promote the interests of his own sect ir
respective of the public interests and in
vivalship with thosz uf other scets; the
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other views the aeli being of his country
as the great end to be proposed and pus-
sued, and the sects as among the instrue
meuntalitics tributary to that end. Some
indeed have pone to the extreme of view*
ing all religious persuasions as evils to be
dreaded, and as far as possible proscribed,
but an enlightend and and patriotic spirit
rather views them as holding and propa:
gating in common the great principlus of
virtue and morality, which form the
basis of the safety and happiness of scciv®
ty; and therefore, as agencies more or
less promotive of its interests—their very
riyalships tending to stimulate greater
activity, and thereflore, as a whole, more
beneficial than injurious 1 thiok a nas
tional system of public instruction should
bo in harmony with this natjonal spirit.

2. | remark again, that a system of
public instruction should be in harmony
with the views and feelings of the great
body of the peaple, aspecially o! the bet~
ter educated classes. 1 belicve the nua
ber of people in Upper Canada who would
theoretically or practically exclude Christ-
ianity in all its forms as an essential eles
ment in the education of the country, is
exceedingly small, and that more than
nine tenths of the people regard religious
instruction as an essential and vital part of
the education of their offspring.~—On this,
as well as on higher grounds, 1 lay it
down as a fundamental principls that re-
ligious 1nstruction must form a part of the
education of the youth of our country, and
that that religious instzuetion must be given
by the several seligious persuasions to their
youth respectively. ‘Thete would be ro
Chiistianity among us wese it nos for
the religious persuasions, since they, col-
lectively, constitute the Chsissianity of the
country, and, separately, the s:veral
apeucies by which Christian doctrices and
worship and morals are maintained
throughout the Jength and breadth of the
land. Tf in the much that eertain writers
have said about and against *‘ sectarian
teaching, ** and against ‘¢ sectarian bjas ”’
in tho education of youth, it is mean to
preseribe or ignore the religious teaching
of youth by sects or religious persuasions ;
then is it the theery, if not the design of
such writers to preclude religious troth
altogether from the minds of the youths
of he land, and thus prepare the way for
raising up a nation of infidels! But if
on the cther hand, it be insisted, as it has
been by some, that as each religivus per-
suasion is the proper religious instructor
of its own youth, therefore each religions
persuasion should have its own elementary
schouls, and thus denominational eommon
schools shonld supersede our present pubs
lic common schools, and the sehool fund
be appropriated to the Jenominations in-
stead of to the muuicipalivies ; I remark
that this theory is equally fallacious with
the fotmer, and 1s fraught with conse.
quences no less fatal to the interests of

universal education than is the funiner
theory to tho interests of all Christianivy.
The history of modern Europe gereral-
ly, and of England in particular, teach-
es us that when the elementary schools
were in the h .ds of tho Chureh, and 1he
State perfurmed no other office in regard
to schools than that of tax-assessor and
tax gatherer to the Church,the mass of the
people were deplorably ignorant, and,
therefore deplorably enslaved. In Upper
Canada, the establishinent and suppont of
denominational sehools to meet the clicum-
stances of each religinus persuation would
not only cost the people more than fives
fold what they have now to pay for schoul
purposes, but would leave the youth of
miinor religious persuasions, and a larpe
postion of she poorer youth of the couu-
try, without any means of cducation upon
terms within the pecuniary resvurces of
their parents, unless as paupers, or at
the expense of their religious faith.

3. But the astablishment of denoniinas
tional comtnon schools tor the purpese of
denominatiopal religious insiruction itself
is inexpedient,  ‘Flic commoon schools ate
not boarding, but day schools. The chil-
dren attending them reside with their own
parents,and ace within the charge of theis
own pastors ; and therefore the oversight
and dutics of the parenmts and pasters of
children atiending the common schoo's are
not in the least suspended or interfered
with. The chiidren attending sucii schools
can be with the teaches only from 9 o's
cleck in the morning until 4 o’cluck in
the afternoon of five or six days in the
week, while duting the morning 20d night
of each week-dpy and 1he whole of Sun
day, they are with their parents or pas-
tors ; and the mornings, and cvenings,
and Sabbath of cach week, are the very
portions of time which convenicnee and
usage and ecclesiastical laws presciibe for
religivus studies and 1structivn—portions
of time during which pupils are not and
cannot be with the teacher, but are and
must be under the oversight of their pas
rents or pastors.  And the constitution or
order of discipline of each redigious per-
suasion enjoins upon its pastors and mems
bers tv teach the summary of religious
faith and practice required to be taught to
the children of the members of each such
peruasion,

Mo require, therefore, the teachor in
any common day school to teach the
catechism of any religious persuasion, is
net only a work of superervgatior, buta
dircct interference with the disciplinary
order of each religions persuasion ; and
instead of providing by law fur ihe exten-
sion of religious instructivr and the pro-
motion of Christian morallty, it is provid-
ing by law for the neglect of pastoral avd
paremial doty, by transfersing to the com-
mon scheol teacher the duties which their
chureh enjoins upon them, and thus sanc-
tioning immoralities in pastors ard parents,
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—which must, in a ligh degree, be inju-
tiaus to the intarests of public morals no
less thau to the intereats of children and
of the common schools,

4. But, it may be asked, ouzht not
religious instruction tu be given in day
schouls, and ought not government to re.
quire this in every schoolt 1 answer,
what may or ought to he dune in regar!
to religious instenction, and what the
povernment ought to require, are two
different things.  Who doubns that pube
lic woralup should b attonded and fumily
duties perfurmed ! But dues it therefure
tollow that government is to compel atten-
dance upon the one, ur the petformanceof
the other! If our guvernment were a
despntiam, and 1f there were no law or no
liability, civil or religious, but the abso-
lute will of the Sovercign, then governs
ment would, of course compel such reli-
givus and other instruction as it pleased,
~=as it is the case under despotisms in
Tlurape. Bat as our governmens is a
oaustitutional an:d a popular goverament,
it is to compel no farther in matters of
religious iustruction thaa it is itself the
exprestion of the mind of the country,
and than it is organized by law to do. If
with us, as in despotic countries, the
people were nothing politically or civilly
but slaves and machines, commanded and
moved by the will of one man, and all
the loeal school authorities were appoint.
ed by him, then the schools might be the
relizious teachers of his will 5 but with
us the people in cach municipality share
us largely in the management of the
schools, us they do in making the sachool
law jtself. ‘They erect the school-houses ;
they employ the teachers; they provide
. the greater part of the means for the sup.
port of the schools ; thev are the parties
immediately concerned—the parems awd
pastors of the children taught in tho
schools,  \Who then are to be the judzes
of the nature and extent of religious ine
struetion to be given to the pupils in the
schonls—thase parents and pastors, or
the ixecutive Government, counselled und
administered by means of heads of depart-
ments, who are changed from time to time
at the pleasare of the popular mind, aud
who are not understood to he invested with
any religious authority over the children
of their constituents?

Exieacts from Speeches at the Open-
Ing of the new Normal School
buil¢ng in Toronto U. C.
Chiof Justice Robinson.—With every»
thing to usge and to tempt them to the
acquisition of knowledge, and everything
to aid them in obuaining it, it will be im-
possible that the peuple of Canada can
du etherwise than fee!, that in their
case emphaticaily ** poverty and shame
skall be to him that vefuscth instruction,”
It must 1ake time, no doubt, before the
prevailing influence of educarion can be

so fully felt. The disparsion through so
large a country, of a sufficient number of
qualified teachers by the instrumentality
of this Normal School,eannot be instanta.
neous.  Various circumstances cuncur to
limit the number pressing furward in each
year to avail themselves of its advantages
—but the advance will stitlbe rapid, It
witl be a quickly multiplying process.—
cvery welliinformed and well-trained texch-
er will impart what he huas learned to
many, who in their turn, though ihey
wil) not be all teachers, will ali contribute
in soine degree, by what thay have ace
quired, to raise the general standard of inv
telligence—crimes sud vices, no donbt
thers will be, while there are men born
with fwpetnous passions and with weak
vnderstandings ; but the number of offen-
ces must be diminished, for there will be
fewer to countenance, and mure Lo reprove
them.  But T have already detained you
o long.  We shall have, [ hope, {rom
the Rev. Supetintendent, and froma other
gentleman, some interesting details of the
system and progress of the Normal and
Model Schools, which have been founded
by the Lzgislature on so liberal a scale,
and are to be hencefurth so adnnrably ace
commodated.  And I am sure vou will
heartily and sincerely unite with me in the
wish that they may become powerful in-
stuments in the hands of Providence for
advancing the wellare of this Province,
and promoting the temporal and eternal
happiness of its people. (Great applause.)

Ilon, Mr. Hincks.”— 1 feel that it is the
duty of memhers of the Government to
endeavar te be present upan vccasinns Jike
this, and 1 only regret that since I have
becn 3 member of the Guvernment, 1 have
heen so  seldom able to avail myself of
meetings of a similar character to the pres
sent.  ‘The responsibility of my want of
preparation must rest with the Rev Super-
intendent, but I have pot the slightest
doubt that lie will be able 10 give a full
explanation of the system which will be
pursued here, and Iam sure no one is
more capatle than he to give such an ¢xe
planation. My own remarke will he brief
indeed, for since my arrival in town it has
been impossible for metn arrange my
thoughts upan the subject.  As my wars
thy friend the chairman has said, I have
taken an interest in the various bills which
have been introduced upon the subject of
Liducation. 1 tnay say with regard to
our Mupicipal aud our assessment laws,
and other great measures, 1 am one of
thoze who think that we cannot arrive at
perfection at first. It requires the pracii-
cal experience of the pevple themselves in
the working out these systems hefure we
can reach anything like perfection, Al
the various measures introduced upun the
subject of Common Schuol Fducation,
have been improvements upunthe mea-
surtes that have preceded them (Applause)
and I certainiy think that the {riends of
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the system af Edueation waich has pre-
vailed in this Provizee must feel proud
upon the present occasion, fur this is a
great trivmph to their principles this even.
ing."” .

¢ T can speak from my own expericnce
as to the difliculites experienced in obtain-
ing the cocoperation of Parliament, to
have the neceasary funds provided for the
purpose of erceting this building. T will
say, however, that there never was an
institution in which the people have more
confidence that the funds were well ap-
plied than in this inctitution, There is
but one feeling that prevades the minds of
all those who have seen the manner in
which this scheme has been worked out,
In resard to the schual itself, the site hus
been well chosen, the buildings have been
erccled in a most permanent manner, and
without any thing like extravagance, and
1 have no doubt there will be no diflicuolty
in obtaining the additional Parliamentary
aid necessary to finish them.**

Dr. Rycrson.— ** This institution stands
forth as in some respects the personifica-
tion, or the mainspring of that system of
public instruction, which has extended its
ramifications throughout every part of the
Province, and he thought the results at
which they biad arrived would justify the
delay which has occurred in the coinmence-
ment of these buildings. 'Though ke had
given as much attention to this subject as
ordinary persons, yet when this task was
assigued him, he felt most entirely unpres
pared 40 iucur the responsibility without
further vbsurvations, further enqu’ries, and
further investigations, and hie was satisficd
that but for these provious enquirics, they
would never have arrived at tiwir present
position.  The erection of this building
alone is a suflicient justification of the
course which has been pursued, 1iad he
tiot visited the varjous Normal Schools both
in Lurope and Americy, he conld not have
forined a proper conception of the adjust-
ment of the various parts, and the proper
arrangemnents in a structure of this kind.

* Allusion has been made by the chairs
man 1o the establishment of a system of
public instruction.  ‘T'he first bill was in~
traduced by the chairman himself.  Ano-
ther bill was iutreduced two years after-
wards by the Juspector General, and sub-
sequently another prepared in 1§46 wag
mercly a perfection of that, and the pre-
sent Jaw is an improved conception of all
the previous, ile had becu assisted in
every way and to the utmost extent, that
each successive government was able to
assist him. Hehad seen it referred to ina
paper of this city that the Normal School
has not aceanplished the ohject aimed at.
That remark has becn made in the absonuca
of infurmmation, and in contradiciion of
fact. The Dr. lere referred 10 the ap-
pendix of the last annual report, and i
the great demand for teachers from the
Normal Sclivel,
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Dedicaticn Ode,

‘uther of Windom, bless the dome
T'hie liberal hands have mude

So beautitul, for those who seck
Tustruetion’s fustering aid;

U And geant them here such wealth to gain,

From lemning's priceless love,

A fits the mind ¢Cen hiere below,
On angel wings tosoar,

In grou; 3 they cowe 5 the earnest boy
Fast ¢ % siater's wide 5

And tor g ony with wendeving joy,
The narsuy’s youngest pride;

From 1 i} sl cot they freely come,
A ghodand studious band

The b o of many o parent’s heart
The jewels of our land

Father of Mereics, bless the hand

T That here, in yeuthiul Lloum,

Shall Fanb ike by their teachers stand,
Wheu we arve in cur tombys

And nay they, threugh thy spivit's aid,
That holy knowledge prize

Which wing the soul a glorious home
When this frail bedy dies.

The Period of a Child’s Edu-
cation.

Various opinions prevail as to the most
proper time to commence the education of
children—some claiming that it should be
begun earlier than is usual, while others
mai .tain that it is already entered vpon at
tou early an age. Iixperience, in dis-
cussing this subject,is met by experience,
and observation by ubservation, and the
question—When shal! the education of the
child commencel=-remains unsettled, in
the minds of many earnest inquirers.

It is penerally adinitted shat the earliest
impressivus are the must enduring —this
being sn, then it would seem to be a fair
deduction—1hat 28 soon as the child is
suseeptible of comprehending impressiuns
made upon the mind by words and by
whservation, should his systen.atic training
and education be begun. ‘he capacity
of ehaldren hike that of adults, differs, and
so of necessity will the most suitable
time to heein educating, bhe earlier or
fater according to the ability to under-
s1und and know,

The arts of reading and spelling are
not generally easily acquned. Yet there
ure examples where boye and girls read
and spell well at the age of four and five
vears; it has been remarked by a teacher
ot great ohservation, that if a child who
kas antained the age of six years, cannut
sead easy lessons fluently, the difticulty of
doing so increases with increasing yeats.
1t is very disheartening to acinld who has
attained the age of seven oreight, to he
stlil unable tn read easy lessons with - flu-
eney. 1le feels keenly the odium that
srems quietly to distil upon hine who s
denominated a bad rveader—it is worse
than heing a bad gpeller. Eaily iuferiority
- hen ane istully consvious of it, is almost

ure to prevent future progress, because it
wtgets hatred for bouks and literary sucicty.

OURNAL OI' EDUCATION.

il JCIET e

Lducarion then, as we have often urge
ed, should be commenced in the home
cirele, and the mother should be the first
teacher —fur education of sume sort is
sure to be given and received by the
child while at howe, whether it be sys-
tematic or accidentaj—anch as avrroutid-
ing circumstances are calculated 10 ims
part.  Fvery child should be taught 10
read the letters of the alphabet at home,
'This should not be required of a peblic
teacher except under the most extraordin-
ary ctreumstances. Nou one is so well
adapted to do th” as the muther, in our fae
vored countey—and not only should she
teach the child its letters, but she should
also teach it how to put them together so
as (o form words,and aftc:wards to put the
words together so as to furm sentences,
which constitute the first steps in learning
the art of reading. An old Lnglish
teacher remarked many yesrs since, that
he always found these buys to be the best
readers that had been taught by their
mothers.  Further, he remarked that
bays thus instructed seldom had vulgar
tones, but generally have read with unu-
sual caze and elegance. This teacher says:

* Let then, the child be taught to read
as soon as the infant faculiies begin to
exhibit symptoms of improvable expan.
sion; his altention achive in the extreme,
must fix on a variety of objects, though
by no means the only oue. Let no long
confinement, and no severity ot reprimaud
or correction astend the Jesson, A linle
will be learned at the earliest age, and
with the easiest discipline.  Thot liule
will infallibly lead to further improvement
and the boy will soon, and with lne
pains to himself, or others, learn ta read;
an acquisition considered in its difficulty
and in its consequences, truly great.

e, on the other hand, who is retarded
by the theoretical wisdom of his friends,
till he is seven or ejght years of age, has
this burdensome task to begin, when
habits of idleness have been contracted,
and when he ought to be laying the foun
dation of classical knowledue.-Rur V.Y,
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The Classification, Recitations, and
Government of Schools.

Many teachers are now entering their
schouls for the « nter term, and at this
seasun a few suggestions will be appropri-
ate, relative to the general arrangements
of scheols, and plans for instruction,

The first object of the teacher, on con-
mencing a school term, should be 10 clas-
sify the pupils. The usval time fur
schou] instruction is zhvut zix hours daily,
Lence, generally, not mare than three
hundrcd minutes can be spentin actual in-
structicn, after deducting time tor 1ecess,
changes of classex, &c. Now, if a
schoul contains thirty pepils (which is a
less number than most schouls average),
it Jeaves about scn minutes of instruciion
for each pupil, if not classified.

By airangin; these thirty pupils into

ten clasees, each clays might receive thir-
ty minutes ; awd as many of the pupils
would be in fouror five classes, as spell-
ing, reading, geuvgraphy, arithmetic, and
grammar, they would receive from two to
twoand a hall’ hours' instevetion each day,
Here, then, is a great gain of time to the
scholars fiom classification.  DBesides, the
older pupils would receive much benefit
by cuntact with the miunds ot other pupils
in the ciass, which would otherwise be
lost 10 them.

Intimately connected with classification
are recitations.  For these thers should
be regular and stated times, and the sclio~
lars should understand that when the
time came for any recitation it must take
place, and that un oxcise of the pupil
could delay it. It would be well to adopt
some plan by which all the iessons may
bo learned Oy each pupil in the class,

1n recitations teachers should cndeae
vour by all pussible means to draw out
the mind of ihe scholars, 10 teach them
how te learn, and how to use what they
learn.  In ali schoul instruction it is the
teacher’s dety to develup those faculties
and teach those minciples which will
make uscful citizens and good neighbours,
Probably the future conduct and useful-
ness of many may be dctermined for
life by the influences of the very term of
school which they are now atteuding.
How important, then, that the influence of
that school be such as shall conduct to
paths of usefulness.

The government of a school is of vital
importance 1o its usefulaess. Let it then
receive much careful attention. Have
but few rules, and those of a simple and
univeisal character. Do Ricur, is the
all-important one, and it wiil apply to all
the multitudinous cases of discipline which
way come belore the teacher. Jmpress
the importance of a just and  strict obs2re
vance of this rule vpon the winds of
every pupil. Make them feel they have
a personal interest in all that relates to
good conduct, order and improvement in
the whole schoul.

By remarks upon genera) conducs, and
by applying adrsitted principles of right
and wrong to individual action. create a
public sentimeny in your sehonl, which
will frown upon cverything bad, and ap-
prove of what is right in the econduct of
the pupils. ‘Phis accomplished, you will
have a moral governor tv regulate your
school, whose influence will be tenfuld
more potent than any physical guvernment
which could be devised.~—The Student.

NOTICE.

TO CLERKS OF COMMISSIONERS.

These clerks who have not yet forwarded
to the Saperintendent acknowledgements of
the receipt of theiv supplies ot Scliool and
Library books for 1852, are requested to do
sn as goon as possible. If not received up to
the present date, infurmation to that cffect is
requested  Invoices hutve been forwarded by
mail to the clerks of all the districts,

Jany. 20th, 1853, J. W. DAWSON,




