Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

[]

1 KEOOO

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/cu pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/

| Caites géographigues en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

] Bound with other material/
| Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

Hi se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X

14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'ii
lui a été possible de so pracurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

l | Pages damaged/
| Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pellicuiées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

. Showthrough/
v T
ransparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination 7:ontinue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de |’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de fa livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

2X 26X 30X

12X 18X 20X

24X 28X 32X




THE

Gawadian JFudependent,

Vou. XXI. TORONTOQ, APRIL, 1875. No. 10.

REV. R. W. DALE, ON THE ATONEMENT.

After an intermission of o number of years, the Congregational Union of
England and Wales has again arranged for the delivery and publication of an
aunual series of Lectures on Biblical and Theological subjects, by distinguished
ministers of the Denomination in Britain. The first of the new series was on the
person and ministry of *‘ Johnthe Baptist,” by the Rev. Dr. Reynolds. That for
the present year, and now being delivered in Memorial Hall, is on the Atonement,
the Rev. R. W. Dale, of Birmingham, being the Lecturer. We quote from the
English Indspendent’s report of a portion of Mr. Dale’s second Lecture.

““ Before Christ had come to earth, the resources of human language had been al-
most exhausted in the attempt to celebrate the majesty, holiness, and mercy of
God. It was doubtful whether Christ ever said anything about the Divine Com-
passion, more pathetic or more beautiful than is said in the 103rd Psalm. Itis
acknowledged even by those who reject the doctrine of the Atonement, and deny
our Lord’s Divinity, that He revealed the infinite mercy of God, as it had never
been revealed before ; still, the passages of Scripture which come to our lips
when we wish to acknowledge in nobler or ricner words than our own the long
suffering of God, and His readiness to pardon, are rarely taken from the dis-
courses of Christ. To describe a classification of the sayings of our Lord asa
complete guide to Christian faith and practice implies a very imperfect conception
of the manner in which Christ hos revealed the Father. It is the glory of the
four gospels that they contain the history as well as the teaching of Christ, and in
that view they admit of neither comparison nor contrast with any other books in
the Old or New Testaments. If every passage should be cancelled which insists
on faith in Himself, the harmony between His teaching and the teaching of Paul
would not be thereby necessarily impaired. ¢St. Paul,’ said Mr. Dale, ¢insists
on the necessity of trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, but when I see Christ, and
know who He1s, I cannot help trusting in Him ; before He speaks of faith, my
heart clings to Him. St. John tells us, God is love. I don’t know that there are
any words of our Lord in which this truth is expressed with such simple and lofty
sublimity ; but shall we conclude that the disciple is greater than his Master?
His whole life was the expression of it. He came to manifest God. This is the
concise, simple, and ultimate result, His fastings, temptations, sufferings, and
death teach that God is love. While He came to preach the Gospel, His chief
object in coming was that there might be a Gospel to preach. Differing from the
views expressed by the late Mr. Roberison, of Brighion, Mr. Dale said that to his
mind there seemed nothing revolting or even startling in the idea that the life of |
Christ asman contains revelationsof truth and revelations of infinite value, to which |
He Himself never gave a definite form in language ; or that truths to which the ,
apostles had listened were invested by His passion and death with exceptional and ,
suprems importance. Doubtless there are treasures of wirdom even in His words
which the apostles never exhansted, and which remain unexhausted still. Itis
said. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His
handiwork,’ although ¢There is no speech or language, their voice is not heard ;”




A

\

322 * REV. W. R. DALE, ON THE ATONEMENT.

g0 the Lord Jesus Christ did not translate all that He was, and all that He did
into words. Even in the silence of Christ there is a revelation transcending ail
that is contained in the raptures of psalmists, the visions of prophets, and the
wisdom of apostles. The words of Christ are great, but Christ Himself is greater.
The doctrine of Atonement developed in the epistles seemed to him to be the only
satisfactory explanation of some of the phenomena recorded in the four gospels.
All the four evangelists were agreed about the exceptional importance and signi-
ficance of our Lord’s death. Only two relate the circumstances of His birth,
only two the story of His temptation ; the sermon on the mount, the most ela-
borate of all our Lord’s discourses, appears neither in the second gospel nor the
fourth. St. John says nothing about the transfiguration, the agony in the garden, or
the institution of the supper. Neither Matthew nor St. Jolin tells anything of
our Lord’s ascension into heaven ; but all four give minute particulars of the
crucifixion. It is the life of the prophets and saints, not the circumstances of
their death, to which attention is given in the Scriptures. As illustrations they
might take the references to the deaths of Moses, David, and St. Jamss, To
Christ His approaching death, whatever might be its significance, was distinctly
present from the commencement of His ministry, and He constantly spoke of it
as necessary. The manner in which He anticipated His death when it was still
remote, the increasing terror which it created in His mind as it gradually drev:
nigh, and the mystery of His moral sufferings on the cross, appear to require
gome such explanation as is supplied by the doctrine of the Atonement. It can-
not be fairly said that the repeated intimations of His approaching death show
nothing more than a desire to prepare the disciples for the event. It wasevident
that His death had taken possession of His own heart ; that the anticipation of it
was constantly recurring to Him ; that He lived almost always under its shadow ;
and not only spoke of it, but looked forward to it with anxiety and fear. It was
of His death He said, ‘‘I have a baptism to be baptized with.” This was while
He was still in Galilee. He saw it afar off, and, if it might be so said with re-
verence, was eager to have it over. At Jerusalem, when some Gentiles came to
Him, wishing to see the great Teacher, His heart thrilled with a sudden joy ; they
were the representatives of the great multitudes whom no man can number, who
through Him would be rescued from sin and eternally pardoned, and He ex-
claimed, ¢The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified.” Then
there arose up at once the dark presence of death. ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto
you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone.’
The vision of death sank upon Him like a vast and gloomy cloud. His heart was
shaken with fear, and He said, ‘Now is My soul troubled, and what shall I say ?
Father, save Me from this hour.’ He could not turn aside, and he adds, ¢ But
for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify Thy name.’ At the Last
Supper the agitation returned, because the traitor was sitting at the table. He
knew the deed of treachery was aboutto be consummated. As soonas Judas left,
the agitation seemed to pass away, and His whole nature rose to its loftiest activity.
Not a solitary intellectual power was latent ; not a solitary affection slumbered.
In the garden, in the midst of a scene suggestive of perfect peace, suddenly a
great terror came upon Him. He said to His three disciples, * My soul is exceed-
ing sorrowful, even unto death.” The trouble became darker every moment. He
clung to the relief and support which the mere presence of those who love affords
us in times of great distress. But He could not remain with them ; He was rest-
less, and tore Himself away, and then followed successive spasms of spiritual
effort. He was like o great tree, but His resolution to endure the worst was
rooted too deeply. It almost seemed as if He must yield to the tremendous
strain, His death was near—the death which had been present to Him was des-
cending upon Him at last. He shrank from it, and cried, ‘Oh, My Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou
wilt.” It is not thus that good men have been accustomed to confront death.
He said to His disciples, if they loved Him they would rejoice because He told
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them He was going to the Father, but for the time He Himself could not rejoice. This
terror did not appear to have been caused by the anticipation of the physical tor-
tures of cruvifixion. He had come into the world to restore men to righteous-
ness and to God, aud there had been committed a series of atrocious sins, through
which He had been led to His death. The relentless wickedness of His enemies
and the infirmity of His friends had been manifested ; all this He could have en-
dured, but there came another still more appalling sorrow. His fellowship with
the Father had been intimate and unbroken ; He had lived in the life of God ;
until now He could always say, ‘I am not alone, for the Father is with Me.’
But He can say it no longer ; the light of God’s presence is lost. He is left in
awful isolativn, and Hecries in the extremity of His woe, “My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 1In the horror of great darkness which has fallen
upon Him, He still clings to the Father with invincible trust and immeasurable
love, and the agony of being deserted of God is more than He can bear. His
heart is broken—death comes upon Him from within as well as from without ;
He dies as much from the loss of the sense of God’s presence as the results of
crucifixion. What is the explanation of this mysterious anguish! He has come
to make known to sinful men the love of God, and He Himself, who has never
sinned, is forsaken of God. He has declared that He is ‘the way’ to the
Father, and ‘no man cometh to the Father except through Him,’ and now even
to Him the access to God is closed. The explanation given by the Rev. Stopford
Brooke, in his work on ‘ Freedom in the Church of England,’ seemed to him in-
adequate, as inconsistent with the character of Christ. If the explanation given
in the apostolic epistles is not the true one, that He was delivered for our offences
and died for our sins, that the Lord had laid upon Him the iniquity of us all, he
knew of no other way in which these sufferings were explicable. If this was not
the explanation, then the cross, instead of declaring that God has not forsaken the
human race, seems to be anappalling testimony that not even the purest goodness
can secure for one who has assumed our nature the strength and the peace which
coms from the perpetual manifestation of God’s presence and love. The cross,
instead of revealing the infinite love of God refusing to forsake those who have
sinned, is the proof that He may forsake, in the hour of utmost need, those who
have perfectly loved and obeyed Him. °Either,’ said Mr. Dale in conclusion,
¢ the death of Christ is the atonement for human sin, or else it fills me with terror
and despair.’ ”

A STRICT BAPTIST JEREMIAD,

In the Canadian Baptist of March 11th, is o be found a communication from
Rev. Dr. Fyfe, of Woodstock, which ought to cheer the soul of us—¢‘poor
peedos “—very much. The article—from van to rear—is nothing short of a most
doleful chant, The author must have sympathised deeply with the prophet who
penned the ¢‘ Lamentations” when he wrote this ‘‘ miserers ” to the Baptist. But
 what is it all about !”’ we hear some one say. Briefly this, the worthy Doctor is
quite discouraged about the English baptists, because they are so full of Christian
love that they refuse to debar Psedobaptists from the table of our common Lord.
It is quite refreshing to hear this from so high an authority as Dr. Fyfe. Had some
oager pwedo written the article under review, it would not have been half so
cheering and satisfactory as when it comes from the Principal of the Baptist
Institute.

It is not at all singular that what should sadden the Baptist penman should
gladden us. We had thought that matters did not look nearly so bright ¢ for our
side ” as the Doctor informs us. But as we understand he has been in England
lately, gathering up these facts from ‘ the most reliable sources,” we are in duty
bound to rest faith in them. And it is amazing how easy a matter we find
it to believe them, as they make out a pretty good case for us, all in all.
For our comfort and edification, let us now look at a few of the causes of sadness.
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1 love the Baptists, and I wish I could feel that my English brethren (a large
portion of them,) were walking more scripturaily.”

¢ Thero is a grent diversity of views and practices nmong thers, and hence an
almost entiro lack of homogeneousness, and esprit de corps.”

¢ Tho growth of tha Baptist churches has not been over one por cent. a year
for the last two years ; ihis is, less than the natural growth of the population.”

¢ Indeed, it is the common complaint at watering places, that prominent bap-
tists when at such places, almost invariably, attend predobaptist churches when
they happen to be more popular.”

‘“ And even Mr. Spurgeon, whose position is higher on this subject than that of
all the most prominent open communionists of the present day, does not seemingly
plant himself squarely on the word of God.”

¢ Hugh Stowell Brown said: ¢ Many of the churches have almost altogether
abandoned the ordinance.” Nothing can be more evident than that the leading
Baptists of England (with the exception of Spurgeon, Brown, and a few others),
are carrying their followers over into the predobaptist ranks.”

¢ But the impression I have obtained in regard to the English Baptists, nearly
overywhere, is that they generally feel no great interest in their denominational
peculiarities or history. They seemingly have no very deep conviction that it is
an honour to be a Baptist, but many would be something else if they could.”

“ Tt was perfectly foreseen by Mr. Hall, that the adoption of his views would
do away with the Baptist name, and he directly foretells vhis result. His predic-
tion is being fulfilled this day in England. As Bunyan’s church has long since
ceased to be Baptist, 20 many others have practically ceased to be Baptists, and
their ‘name,’ will 300n be ‘forgotten in the city where they have 8o done.’”

¢¢ In connection with the loose views, and yet looser srguments of Hall, there
is another consideration which has greatly helped the spread of these sentiments :
viz., all the theological schools (excopt those of Wales) fell into the hands of the
open communionists, and hence they obtained the whole prestige. They educated
all the ministers. This has been the great power which has given the open com-
munion people their status and commanding position.”

¢ One of the best addresses I heard in Tondon, was delivered by one of the
most prominent Baptists at a specially baptistic meeting,fand the spenker almost
begged pardon, of any pedobaptists who might have been present, for alluding,
(most appropriately too) to his own peculiar views of God’s truth. I should not
have noticed this had I not met the like elsewhers, 80 as to lead me to regard it
as & custom observed by many. It vexed and ssddened me ; it is so nearly like
begging pardon for being Baptists.”

 Their views of communion are not only very loose, but the evident tendency
is toward yet greater laxity. This I judge not merely from what I read, and from
what T saw, but from the decided opinion of some who have long carefully
studied the current of thought and action in regard to this. Righty years ago
nearly all the great names among the English Baptists were strict ; but since that
time the ‘leaven’ of Robert Hall’s views has beer introduced, and it bids fair
to leaven the ¢ whole lump.’”

“Then ; these open Baptists have no scruple in coming to strict Baptists for
help in their benevolent enterprises ; but should a strict Baptist go to them for
aid—*‘0 no ! we cannot help you, of course.” Some attempt to soften their refusal
by saying, ‘ make your church open and we will help you.’ They will assist psedo-
baptist enterprises, but would not assist a strict Baptist. All this helps to extend
laxity. Indeed, there are so-called Baptists in England-—not a few—who hate,
(interpret this ¢love less,’ if you please) earnest, larger hearted strict Baptists,
more than they do the established church.”

¢ The truth 1s Mr. Spurgeon’s ground is anomalous, ¢a shifting sand,” on this
subject. He has not taken a ‘thus saith the Lord,’ nor firmly planted himself on
the example set in every instance, by all the inspired Apostles who founded the
Christian church. Had he done so, his steps would never ¢ well nigh slip,’ and
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his ¢ great following ’ would be a mighty phalanx for the truth as it is in Jesus,
and the consistent observance of God’s ordinances. Oh that he may yet be led
to take the true ground ! No ten men in England could do so much to restore
the proper order of Christ’s house. He could place himself at the head of the
noble baud who are striving to restore scriptural order in the churches, and they
together would do much to turn back the tide of lvose views, which threatens to
wash out the very name of Baptist.”

Now, looking from the *close communion” standpoint, all these things are
doleful enough, at least so far as England is concerned. But viewing them from
the ‘“ open’ ground, which places love to Jesus as the means of admission to the
Lord’s table, they awaken a thrill of gladness that English Baptists are so near
their thorough emancipation, And, without drawing too largely on the imagina-
tion, the American continent will yet rejoice as thoroughly in the freeness of
Christ’s memorial feast as England is rejoicing to-day.

We, who have assisted our open communion brethren to bear the censure of
laxity which has been lavished on them so fully by brethren of the ‘strict per-
suasion,” have no cause of fear for the safety of our ground. The ice.fields of
prejudice will melt beneath the warmth-increasing beams of Jesus’ love, just as
winter’s frigidity gives place to the placid waterflow of summer. All we need is
patience ; may the Master endow us with that grace plenteously. The time will
come, when, either Dr. Fyfo, or some other occupant of the Woodstock chair, will
chant even a more doleful ¢ miserere ” than the present. And it will be when the
Baptist churches of the Dominion and the neighbouring Republic shall accept the
n}tlivs(.lncet’i’ and more catholic opinions on their distingunishing tenets. ‘¢ God speed
the day.

London, Ont. R.W. W,

THE FIRST ENGLISH INDEPENDENT MINISTERS.

From the days of Wickliffe there were men who had promulgated in part, views
corresponding with those now held by the Congregational denomination, but it was
reserved for the Rev. Richard Fitz to organize vhe first English Independent
Church ; and for the Rev. Robert Browne to reduce Independency to a system.
In 1567 the Rev. Richard Fitz gathered together a small company in London, or-
ganized a simple Church of Christ, which owned no spiritual allegiance to human
authority.} The founders had no thought of originating a denomination of people;
but they were unconsciously the pioneers of the denomination which became known
as the Independent or Congregational. The Rev. Richard Fitz was the pastor of
this Church, Mr. Thos, Bowland deacon, and the place of worship Plumbers’ Hall.
The sheriff of London broke in upon them one Sunday as they were met for wor-
ship, and took nearly a hundred prisoners. Most of them were detained in pri-
son for nearly two years, and in prison it is stated there died Rev. Richard Fitz,
Thomas Bowland, Giles Fowler, and mauy more. Surviving members of the
church drew up a document which they submitted to the authorities, signed by
Abraham Fox, Jasper Watson, Joane Mavericke, John Leonarde, John Kyng,
Anne Hall, John Thomas, Henry Sparrowe, John Daney, and others. Rev. Dr.
Waddington gives the particulars in connection with the Rev. Richard Fitz and
the church to which he ministered, and adds :—

¢¢ And thisisall we know of the simple-mindedand earnest people who commenced
the struggle for principles which have leavened society for three centuries in Eng-
land and America. A few words written in sorrow, but with an invincible faith,
on a sheet of paper kept in the Queen’s archives, contain the only record known
to be in existence. We look upon them with interest deeper than that of the
traveller who has reached the undoubted source of some mighty river.”

As the Rev. Richard Fitz and his church pass from view, the Rev. Robert
Browne comes into notice. Around Mr. Browne rallied some of the original mem-
bers of the church in Plumbers’ Hall, reinforced by others. Browne had many
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crudities, but had not the prudence and stability for the work he had in hand.
He was courageous encugh, but was otherwise deficient. He prepared the way
for other mon. Of Browne, Neal, the Puritan historian, says :—

¢ Robert Browne was a preacher (of the English Church) in the dioceso of Nor-
wich, descended of an ancient and honourable family in Rutlandshire, & relative
of Lord Burley, nearly related to Lord Treagurer Cecil, and was Chaplain to the
Duke of Norfolk. He was educated in Corpus Christi College, and the vehemence
of his delivery, when preaching, geined him reputation with the people. Travelling
about the country preaching and exhorting, he inveighed against some of the cere-
monies, He was committed to the custody of the Sheriff, but at length was re-
leased. He published a book called ¢ The Life and Manners of True Christians,’
for which he was again sent into custody, but dismissed a sezond time at the inter-
cession of the Lord Treasurer, end sent home to his father, with whom he conti-
nued four years. After which he travelled up and down with his assistant, the
Rev. Richard Harrison. Browne was committed to thirty-two prisons, in some of
which he said he could not see his hand at noon-day.”

Browne's views, shorn of their rough and harsh features, were at a later period
taken up and spread by others. Books well written by Browne, in defence of the
principles of Independency, and in exposition thereof, were circulated throughout
England. Neal continues :—

¢ At length he gathered a separate congregation in London, but Queen Eliza-
beth had them watched narrowly, and they were quickly forced to leave the king-
dom. Several of Browne’s friends embarked with their effects for Holland, and
they settled at Middleburgh in Zealand. Here Browne formed a church after his
own model, Browne did not differ much from the Church of England, but was
very narrow and rigid in points of discipline.”

Dr. Waddington states that while Browne was not lacking in courage, he was
deficient in the patience and stability requisite for the pastoral charge. He did
not get on well with his congregation in Holland, got discouraged, and lost faith
in the principles for which he had made so much sacrifice. He returned to Eng-
land. Says Waddington :—

“ Browne, no doubt, would have had to sacrifice his life, but for the powerful
intervention of Lord Burghley. As it was, with all the influence exerted in his
favour, he was spared only on condition of silence. He was looked upon by the
consistent adhcrents of his principles as a deserter, although *here is no evidence
that he sought actively to oppose the doctrines he had zealously taught.”

Browne soon retired into obscurity, and afterwards returned to the National
Church. But the seed he had sown in the days of his activity bore fruit, and his
principles were adopted anl improved by a considerable number of Puritans.
Browne’s books continued to be circulated in spite of his defection, but at consid-
erable risk. Neal says :— The Rev. Messrs. Harrison, Thacker, 'Lyler, and
Copping were cast into prison for spreading Browne's books.” Waddington
8ays i~—

bk Copping remained in prison five years with his companion Thacker. Finally
they were brought before the authorities in 1583, and in the month of June were
put to death at Bury St. Edmunds. William Dennis, of Thetford, in Norfolk,
suffered martyrdom for the same cause. But the principles promulgated were
continued through all change, rose superior to every obstacle, prevailed over all
enemies, and advanced in their course.”~—8t. John Globe.

———————— e
MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY.

Through the politeness of Mr. James Leslie, of this City, we are permitted to
copy some extracts of a létter written now nearly furty years ago, by our late la-
mented brother, the Rev. John Olimie, in regard to the organization of the

- ¢
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Church in Innisfil. It was addressed to Mr. Leslie and is without date, but the
names and circumstances referred to by Mr, Climie, fix its date with sufficient
accuracy. It will be read by many with much interest. [Ed. *“ C. L.”]

DEAR BroTHER IN CHRIST,

Perhaps you will be surprised at the liberty we take in addressing you as
we are unknown to you by face, but hearing that you were acquainted with your
Bible, and knowing that you subscribed largely toward the erection of our meet-
ing house, and nearing of your love to the poor friends of the Lord Jesus, we
were encouraged by these circumstances to lay our case before you for your
consideration and advice. We would have written you long before this time, but
Mr. Paul thought it was best to wait till he introduced the subject to you in
person, and he would then communicate with us; but as we have waited in suspense
and never received a letter from him yet, and hearing that he is in Essa, we now
think it sinful to delay any longer, and therefore we now proceed to ask advice
from every quarter that we think we can obtain it in a Scriptural manner, in
order to assist us in procuring the ordinances as Christ instituted them in all
their primitive glory and excellence ; and in order that you may be the better
acquainted with our situation, we will now proceed to give you a short narration
of facts concerning the rise and progress of the Church of Innisfil.

Three years ago one of us who now leads our worship came to this place, and
from the acquaintance that some of the neighbours had with him in the place
that they last moved from, they wished him to commenco a meeting on the first
day of the week and lead the worship, which accordingly hedid. After some time
some gave evidence of knowing, to say the least, more than ever they had done
before, and some who had a profession previously in the Presbyterian connection,
began to call in question the foundation they were building on formerly. The way
our leader led the meeting was in substance as follows : he sang praises, prayed,
and read a chapter in the Old and another in the New Testament, and then wish-
ed the people to make remarks or ask questions on some of the portions read,
but as all universally declined, he gave a few words of exhortation. From this
on he instructed us regularly, as there was no other instruction in the Township
at the time, except by Arians, and some of those who had been led astray by them,
now attended the meeting led by our leader, and maintained the faith they once
laboured to destroy. About this time the Arian teachers took their leave of
1nnisfil and have never preached here since. Shortly after this a Presbyterian, a
farmer, arrived here from Ireland, who gave evidence of loving the Lord Jesus,
who attended the meetings ; and as there were now four males with whom our
leader could fellowship, he called on them in turn to pray in the meeting. Our
leader then proposed that if there were any way that could be devised for further
edification it ought to be done, upon which our friend from Ireland proposed that
there should be 2 verse given out to be studied through the week, and each to
make remarks on it as he wasable. Accordingly after our leader’s discourse was
over some of us made remarks as scripturally as we could—our course of instruction
for some time was chiefly taken up with considering what the Bible told people
in such a situation as we were in to do.

In this state of things we heard of Mr. Merrifield being in Toronto 3
those of us who embraced the independent principles were truly thankful, and
looked on it as an opening in Providencs for the further enjoying of the Lord’s
ordinance which He instituted for the comfort and edification of His body. Accord-
ingly one of us was delegated to wait on Mr. Merrifield with a letter to make
known our situation, and ask his advice and assistance. Our delegate was received
by Mr. Merrifield and the brethren in the house with him, in a truly Christian
manner ; he said he was glad to hear such accounts, but at the same |time he said
that he could not advise at present as he was expecting letters daily from England
that might present encouragement different from the then present aspect of
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things. He approved of the manner we were conducting things, and advised us to
go on as we were doing, and as soon as wo received lettors from England he would
lot us know, or likely visit us. Accordingly we waited till somo time in the Spring,
when a letter came fromm Mr. Morrifield telling us of Mr. Paul, at the same timo
recommending him to us, and adding that he intended to visit us in a fow weeks,
and if Mr, Paul suited us, and he was pleased to stay, we might have him
ordained. Our leader on the receipt of the letter was delegated to go to Toronto,

when he made known our inability to support a minister ourselves, as we were
both poor and few in number, but added that if Mr, Paul was able to keep a
school through the weck we might be able to support him in connecction with the
school wages, Accordingly it was understood that if Mr, Paul’s healthrecovered he
should teach in order to assist in supporting himself. A subscription was then set
on foot in Toronto and Innisfil in order to raise money to build a house to answer
the purpose of a school and meeting-house ; the house has since been going on, but
Mr. Paul’s health never recovered to make him of much use to Innisfil, as all the
instruction that he could render was only a little on the first day of the week,
and sometimes his health was in such a state that he even could not give us a
discourse. '

We ought to have mentioned before this that when our delegate waited
on Mr. Merrifield with our first letter, he told him the way that we conduct-
ed our meeting, with which Mr. Merrifield was well satisfied; he likewise
took the liberty of asking him if he did not think that we ought to get our leader
ordained over us. He replied that if the brethren wished it, and he was satisfied
with our leader’s qualifications, that he would have no objections to ordain him
over us, but added that he expected some Missionaries from England shortly, and
if any of them could be got to take the oversight of our Church, that he would
consider it preferable to one of ourselves, as he could give himself wholly to the
ministry, and also that he was expecting letters daily from England, and as
soon as he received word he would render us any assistance that he could. What
followed was what we have already stated concerning Mr. Paul.

Last winter Mr. Merrifield visited us, when a Church was formed consisting of
six. We then enjoyed the ordinance of the Lord’s supper, and baptism to such of
us as required it, and he gave us to know that he would ordain Mr. Paul over us if
we pleased, but Mr. Paul being still weakly we thought he was unable for the
pastoral care, and he, on the other hand, saw no way of being supported without
being a burden to us more than we were able to bear, as no one gave any assistance
toward his support while he stopped with us, except our {riend from Ireland, who
gave two or three shillings worth of produce a week or two before Mr. Paul left
us. The reason, I suppose, that so little was done for Mr. Paul was that there
came a Presbyterian to the place, and with their usual apparatus of subscription
lists, &c., the people had signed upwards of ten pounds, so that there was nothing
left for such as sought them and not theirs. Mr. Paul still being averse to being
ordained over us in the then state of things, we told him that what we had been
doing for him was not worth the name of support, but little as it was we were
unable to continue it as our circumstances were very circuamscribed. He said he
well knew that, and that we had done more for him than we were able to bear, and
that it would be wrong for us to do for him what we had been doing, and added
that he could not be of much use to Canada unless his health should recover, and
thought he should go to Scotland ; but before he left us he seemed by his prayers
and otherwise to be more interested in our welfare as a Church than ever he had
been, and told us that he thought we ought to get one of ourselves ordained. We
told him that brought us back to the ground that we stood on when we first talked
to Mr. Merrifield, and that we had been all this time in suspense ; and also that
he was now well acquainted with the qualifications of our male members, and if he
judged any of usfitting for the office of Elder, thatwe hoped that he would use
his influence in Toronto in our behalf, and write us to let us know the result.
After we were formed into a Church, we thought unanimously that it was the
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duty of the male members to attend to the duty of exhortation., Accordingly |
after Mr. Paul was through with his discourse he called on the brethren to exhort,
and in Mr. Paul’s absence our leader gave & discourse and then called on the
brethren to exhort. In this way we conducted things when Mr. Paul was with us,
xu;d in thg:s way wo still cgntinue.*

* * * * * *
You will seo by this letter that our design of writing you at this t.zeis in
order that we may enjoy your advico how we may glorify God—we wish greatly to
enjoy the ordinances’in all their primitive glory, and in order to attain them we
wish to use primitive means. Remember us at a throne of grace. If you could
direct some Christiar ordained brother to visit us, and set in order the things
that are wanting, you would greatly add to our comfort and to the establishing
of the cause of the Lord amongst us, Hoping that you will write us as soon as
possible, I subscribe myself in the name and behalf of the Church of Innisfil,

Your brother in Christ,

Joux CriMIE,

L

THE RELATION OF BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES TO THE CHURCH.

The Rev. Duncan McGregor, of Liverpool, N.S., having recently been requested
to address the Queen’s County Friendly Society, thus discoursed, inter alia, on
the giant evil of our country, and the efforts of our various Temperance organiza-
tions to suppress it.

¢ Prosper all societies frowning upon intemperance !  Perish such organiza-
tions as hold their gates ajar to the monster evil. Can we have too much
agitation upon this question of theday? Verily not ! For, to banish from our
midst this evil, to destroy this vampire that is sucking the very life-blood of our
Dominion—to forbid the cruel hand that would weave its hellish thread into the
banner of every society—to atem the current that carries before it fair youth, ripe
manhood, and old age down to the seething sea of vice—to stay the tide of ini-
quity thatis threatening to overwhelm our Jand—to oppose this tidal wave by such
prohibitory breakwaters, as even the strong passions of wicked men when lashed
into fury by the Neptune nf the lower regions, can never remove—to bind up
broken hearts, to wipe away the falling tear—to change homes of discord and
strife, into those of peace and harmony—to remove the moral, intellectual, and
gpiritusl night, which is the true origin of drunkenness and its accompanying
misery ; to do all this to etfect such a radical change as this in any community or
country, demands the combined effort of all who love God and their fellowmen.
Nay, more, unites all who help by word or deed this noble cause, ia the fellowship
of work unto Him who came into the world * to destroy the works of the devil.”

To all which not only we, but we doubt not all our readers, will add a hearty
“Amen !” Mr. McGregor thinks, however, that Temperance societies, and all
other kindred organizations, ought to be * carried on under the wing of the
church, and be regarded as so many channels through which the life of the church
is to reach the outside world, inasmuch as their avowed mission is that of the
church also, and whatever is accomplished by them ought to be accomplished by
the associated life and energy of the church.”

He would not have the church ‘“a stereotyped institution,” without elasticity |
to addpt itself to the requirements of the age, and anchored to certain set formu-
las of doctrine and worship, according to the traditions of the fathers. The church, |
in his opinion, should lead the race in all true reform. But of all forms of organized |
effort the church should be regarded as the first, and most important. “The duty of
identifying ourselves with some section of the visible church, after having been }
united by a living faith to Jesus, is not, and ought not to be, an open question.
It is o line of conduct that is charged with all the force of divine injuction, Scrip-
ture example, and the necessities of our own spiritual life. The church is to have

{
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the first fruits of our service. Wae are to seek first her weal. Our best thoughts
:tu-e to be dedicated to her, our best efforts to be expended in advancing her in-
erests.

Tn studying the phenomena of nature we are met by various kinds of physical
forces ; such as gravitation, molecular forces, heat and light, electricity, animal
force, and vital force. By experimenting upon these forces, we discover, the
transmutability of one force into another, we find that one force depends uwpon
another, and often proceeds from it. Such is the modern doctrine of the Corre-
lation of Physical Forces. By a close observation of human life, in its organiza-
tions, as well as in its mental and moral qualities, we meet with illustrations of
thesame doctrine. Human callings are correlative. Human qualities are corre-
lated to the divine attributes. All societies, exhibiting unity and vitality in the
line of benevolence and brotherly love, stand intimately related to the Church of
Christ, and ought never to be separated from it.

Perhaps one of the most mischievous errors of the present day, is that of en-
deavouring to establish, and to carry on, organizations and societies, charged with
the spirit and life of the church, as if they were outside and independent organi-
zations. Young Men’s Christian Associations, all temperance and benevolent so-
cieties, are, no more separate from the church, than are apples from the tree from
whose branches they hang. From the church they derive their vitality, to the
church they sre related, and from the church they are never to be divorced, for
‘“What God hath joined together let not man put asunder.”

Mr. McGregor would not be understood as desiring to narrow the platform of
united effort, or as depreciating the net result of the labours of organizations now
distinet from and outside of the church. But “‘let there be (he says) a temperance
wheel in the machinery of every church ; let there be a Y.M.C.A. in every church
—though not to the exclusion of a general association. Let there be societies for
different purposes, in active operation, under the auspices of every church, and we
shall soon witness a change in the increased spiritual prosperity of our churches.
If, as separale churches, we are to be potent for good, then must our members
be individually strong, and if our churches collectively are to fulfil their divine
mission, then must our churches also be individually strong. A growing convic-
tion of the necessity of some such consolidation of our energies, for the develop-
ment of a higher type of individual, church, and national life, is my only apology,
for the direction, I have just given to your thoughts.”

Perhaps it might not be possible in our smaller churches to carry out Mr. Mc-
Gregor’s suggestion ; but in all our town and city congregations, the thing is not
only feasible, but we think desirable, Whatever good there is in Oddfellowship and
Masonry, if there be any, belongs to Christianity, and should be found in the
Chatrch ; and thus might our members be saved from the evils growing out of such
unnecessary and forbidden fellowship with unbelievers.”

EXEMPTION OF ECCLESIASTICAL PROPERTY FROM TAXATION.

The following discussion in Committee of aBill just passed by the Quebec Legis-
; lature, affecting the Corporation of Montreal, shows clearly whence the main
{ argument is drawn for the unjust burden of taxation thrown upon our Prolestant
; brethren in the Province of Quebec. In free Ontario, it is bad enough that our
several religious denominations should receive State aid by way of exemption of
religious property from taxation ; but it is worse to know that we also thus help
powerfully to impose such a wrong on our friends in Quebec. The discussion
referred to is as follows :—
i The section exempting from ordinary annual assessment the churches and
purely charitable institutions, created a good deal 6f discussion upon the proposi-
tion to render such property taxable.
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Hon. Mr. Angers said such principle was immoral, and contrary to the usages
of all religions, even pagans exempting such property from taxation. Three
years ago, the Legislature of this Province had re-affirmed the sacred character
of such property by exempting it from taxation in the City of Quebec, even from
the water tax.

Ald. Stephens gaid if thizs amendment was passed, it would seriously impair the
financial credit of the city. Tt would take $61,000 out of the revenue of the city,
or more than a quarter of the entire revenue.

Mr. Alexander called attention to the very large petition against the amend-
ment, signed by citizens of all religions, also to the petition against the same from
the Montreal Board of Trade, which body was composed of gentlemen of very
high influence, wealth and intelligence. He said that the Protestants desired to

.pay taxee on their church property, and they asked that their Roman Catholic
fellow-citizens should be placed on the same footing.

Hon. Mr. Trudel drew attention to the fact that the law in the Province of
Ontario exempted from taxation not only all church property, but all charitable,
educational and literary institutions. The amendment only proposed to follow
the law of Ontario on the subject.—E. B.

THE LESSONS OF THE PAST QUARTER.

BY A LADY TEACHER.

The history of the children of Israel is not only full of interest as a story, but
also abounds in important leesons for Christians in all ages, and not for Christians
only, but for all who carefully study Ged’s dealings with these people, both
during their wanderings, and after their settlement in the promised land.

Our subject for the first Sunday in last quarter, contains several valuable lessons.
God calls Joshua to fill the highest position among his people, to be the successor
of his honoured and faithful servant Moses, and the leader of the children of
Israel into the good land promised to their fathers. The post is a difficult one,
but he is not called upon to discharge its duties in his own strength ; the com-
mand is—** Be strong and of a good courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed ; for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”” -God never
gives His children work to do for Him without providing with it the necessary
supply of His grace and strength. The secret of our courage should be the
gracious promise of our Saviour—‘‘Lo, T am with you alway.” There is another
lesson closely allied with this, and that is the strength derived from meditating
in the “‘book of the law.” We should be able to say with David, ¢ Thy word is |_
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

The miraculous dividing of the Jordan shows the power and willingness of God
to aid His people, and adds one more to the already long list of ‘* signs and won-
ders” which He had done for them since they left Egypt, a review of which would
certainly warrant them in trusting Him implicitly in the future.

The memorial stones set up to commemorste this miracle remind us of the
words of Moses—¢¢Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee”—and teach the lesson which we all need to learn of the importance of
cultivating a grateful spirit which loves to meditate upon the mercies of the Lord.
There is also here a lesson for parents and teachers. The memorial was erected
that the children, seeing it, might ask, ‘“ What mean ye by these stones?” thus
evincing God’s care for the little ones, and His desire that those who have the
charge of them should train them up in the fear of the Lord.

Though fairly in the land of Canaan, before they could take possession of it in
the name of the Lord, the people were required to observe the rite of circumcision,
and to partake of the Passover. Thus they were acknowledged as the people
of God, and were ready to begin the conquest. This points out the duty of
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attending to the outward forms of relizion, and teaches us that we cannot success-
fully battle against evil, whether in our own hearts or in the world, unless we have
first consecrated ourselves unto the Lord. While the children of Israel were en-
gaged in the performance of these rites they were encamped in an enemy’s country,
and yet they were not disturbed, showing that God can and will protect His
people when they are acting in accordance with His commands, The ceasing of
the manna at this time is another proof of what we so often see, that God only
works miracles when the wants of His people cannot be supplied by natural
means, In this lesson, the Lord fulfils the promise which He made to Joshua—
“I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” The ‘‘Captain of the Lord’s host”
appears to him, to strengthen his courage, and give him direction concerning the
taking of Jericho, God ddes not promise to fight our battles for us, but we can
always rely upon His sympathy and aid. .

In the taking of Jericho, we have a remarkable instance of the power of faith.
The people marched round the city, according to the command given, although,
to all human appearance, that could have no effect upon its walls, and must have
subjected them to much ridicule from its inhabitants. But their faithfulness was
followed by the promised result ; and it is ever so. A trustful obedience to the
word of God always brings a blessing. The defeat of the three thousand men who
went up against Ai immediately succeeds the taking of Jericho, and Joshua, in
his surprise and sorrow, goes to the Lord, and learns the cause of the trouble.
Achan, whose sin in takiug and concealing some of the spoils of Jericho, has
brought upon the nation the displeasure of the Lord, is induced to make a full
confession of his guilt. The way in which this carefully hidden sin is made public,
brings to mind the warning words, ‘Be sure your sin will find you out ; ” and
t%e tei}'rible punishment which Achan suffers is another evidence of God’s hatred
of evil.

The solemn service at Ebal and Gerizim is very instructive. Upon Mount Ebal,
the mount of cursing, is erected the altar of sacrifice, inspiring hope in the hearts
of the Israelites, who, hearing the terrible curses pronounced against the diso-
bedient, might otherwise have been ready to despair, and suggesting to us the fact
that ‘If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.”

Our next lesson records the bestowment, in one instance, of the blessings
promised at Mount Gerizim to those who ‘ hearken diligently unto the voice of
the Lord.” Caleb, one of the two spies who brought back the good report from
the land of Canaan, now clsims the inheritance then promised to him by Moses,
and Joshua, hlesses him, and gives him for his possession the land which he had
before entered as a spy. All who follow the example set by Caleb of faithfulness
‘| in the discharge of duty, simple relisnce on God’s powsr to help, and grateful
ackmowledgment of His goodness, will obtain the reward in store for those who,
like him, can truthfully say, *“ I wholly followed the Lord.”

The manner in which the promised land is divided among the tribes is signifi-
cant. Joshua casts lots for them before the Lord, thus admitting His right to
determine “‘ the bounds of their habitation,” and their duty to cheerfully acqui-
esce in His decision. We are reminded that it is to the overruling providence of
God we owe our happy homes, and it is he who enables us to say, ** The lines are
fallen unto me in pleasant places, yea, I have a goodly heritage.”

The lesson upon the ““Cities of Refuge” is full of interest and instruction.
These cities illustrate the provisions of the Gospel for all offenders against God’s
law. The roads leading to them were well kept, and their gates were always
open, they were accessible to all ; so now the invitation of the Gospel is broad ;
 Whosoever will let him come.” The only safe place for the manslayer was
within the walls of one of these cities ; and for us there is only one way of salvation.
Jesus says, I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the
Father but by Me.” The ‘“ Golden Teoxt ™ beautifully brings out the sentiment
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of this lesson—*¢ God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of
trouble.” - :

Our next subject is the ‘¢ Altar of Witness,” erected by the two tribes and a
half on their return from aiding their brethren in the conquest of Canaan. There
is much to be learned from the conduct of both parties on this occasion. The ten
tribes thinking that this altar was to be used for sacrifice, resolved to go up to war
against their brethren who were, as they supposed, breaking a command of the
Lord ; but before beginning to fight, they wisely ask an explanation. The others,
on their part, instead of being annoyed that this act of theirs had been so mis-
understood, gave the ‘“soft answer” which the wise man says ¢ turneth away
wrath,” and the explanation is satisfactory. The desire of these tribes to be known
as the people of the Lord, and to have their children so instructed, is one which we
would do well to imitate.

The closing scenes in the life of Joshua contain many lessons. Before the
assembled elders and princes, he reviews the events that have transpired since
they began the conguest of Canaan, attributes all their successes to the Lord, and
solemnly warns them that if they forsake the God of their fathers, and disobey
His commands, they will lose the source of their power, and “‘ perish from off the
#o00d land ” which He had given them. We are taught the evils of backsliding,
and the danger of forming friendships with the ungodly. We should also lay to
heart the injunction of Joshua :—*‘ Take good heed, therefore, unto yourselves
that ye love the Lord your God,” for, as Paul tells us, ‘‘love is the fulfilling of
the law.” Joshua endeavours to impress upon the people God’s faithfulness, and
bears testimony to the fact that not one thing had failed of all the good things
which the Lord had spoken concerning them, It is well for us to review, in a
similar way, God’s mercies, to call to mind His lovingkindnesses, and to see in
our own experience that His promises are yea and amen in Christ Jesus.
¢ The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” ¢ Qh that men
would praise the Lord for His gooduess, and for his wonderful works unto the
children of men !”

Toronto, March 22nd, 1875.

Review Cros, CENTRAL DisTRIcT.—Some nine of the ministers in the Central
Missionary District, are united in & *“Club” for obtaining the leading Reviews.
They transact their business annually, at the time of the Association meeting.
Each member pays two dollars a year, for which he obtains the reading of six of
the principal Literary and Theological Reviews. Every year the old numbers
are bought up by the members at greatly reduced rates. At their late meeting
in Toronto, this Club elected Rev. John Allworth, Bowmanville, Secretary.

Dr, Carey was not originally a highly educated man ; he had been brought up
to manual labour, and was somewhat advanced in life before he became a Mis-
sionary. But he contrived, by means of hard and persevering work, to learn
thirty-eight languages, that he might translate the Bible into them. In the
house which he occupied at Serampore is still to be seen the manuscript of his
Sanscrit dictionary. It is in five folics of T00 pages each. There also his Ben-
gali dictionary and several other large works, any one of which would be enough
to give a man & world-wide reputation. The Oriental characters written by him
are so perfect that it requires very close examination to be sure they are not
printed. And yet he was not exclusively a student. He not only worked as 2
Missionary, but acted as a professor in the government college, and as a trans-
lator for the government ; he superintended, besides, an indigo plantation, and
these occupations he pursued, not that he might make a fortune for himself, but
that he might obtain means to support the Mission.
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DEACONS.

The facetious, somewhat extravagant,
but withal suggestive lecture, recently
delivered in this city by the Rev. W. H.
H. Murray, of Boston, on ‘ Deecons,”
calls up some points in regard to that
very useful and much maligned class of
church officials, and their duties, upon
which we wish to say a word. Like
almost every other class and commodity,
Deacons may be divided into ‘¢ good,
bad, and indifferent ;” and if some of
them, by their foibles, or their arrogance
and assumption, have in some instances
made themselves a laughing-stock, and
brought contempt upon theiroffice, there
are also multitudes of others whose lives
have been unobtrusive and self-denying,
and who have laid the churches which
they have served under everlasting obli-
gations.

Deacons are a necessity. Churches
cannot be built or kept in repair, nor
the ordinances of religion maintained,
without money. * Money answereth all
things,” and until masons and carpen-
ters, and sextons and ministers alike,
learn to live without it, we can never get
along without some kind of financial
management.

Now, the divine plan from the begin-
ning has been to separate the priest-
hood, or the ministry, from the pursuits
of secular life. Like all the other fea-
tures of the ecclesiastical economy, there

is evidence of infinite wisdom in this
arrangement. For not only is it im-
possible that a man can pursue the two
callings successfully, and be a prosperous
merchant or artizan, and a faithful and
laborious pastor at the same time, but,
as a matter of fact, no denomination of
Christians has ever made much head-
way in the world which has not had a
ministry so set apart. And equally evi-
dent is it, that from whatever cause it
may arise, there is a deep-seated preju-
dice against ministers dabbling in busi-
ness or in agricultural pursuits, or in
worldly occupations of any kind. Bx-
plain it how we may, there remains the
fuct.
The diaconate is the divine remedy.
The ministry is to serve the church in
spiritual things, and is to give itself ‘‘ to
the word of God and prayer ;” the dea-
cons are to serve the church in temporal
things, or, as in the account of the first
election to the office, in Acts, 6th chap-
ter, ¢ to serve tables,” the common in-
terpretation of which includes—1. The
table of the Lord ; 2. The table of the
~poor ; and 3. The table of the minister,
In regard to the first of these, there is
seldom, if ever, any complaint. There,
usually, all is decorous and orderly. The
second seldom involves much labour or
care, for in this country, and especially
among our membership, the Lord’s poor
are few. We have them occasionally,
however, and it is one of the deacon’s
pleasantest and most responsible duties
to look after them. By a delicate and
kindly attention to them, hemay “ pur-
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chase to himself a good degree, and great why he should do it any more than
boldness in the faith.” He should not his landlord, or his grocer, or his tailor
wait till the last loaf of bread is eaten, should do it, each of whom is paid a
and the last armful of wood is on the fixed price for his house, or his commo-
fire, and the poor care-worn widow has dities, or his work, is not at all clear.
to send and beg for a little relief. He Such persons surely forget that Paul not
should anticipate her wants, and when only received the “ gifts ” of the Phi-
he knows she needs assistance should go lippians, but * took wages”—a stipu-
and take to her such things as are neces- lated sum—from some of the churches
sary, or, better still, send her a load of to which he ministered.
wood ora bag of meal, without lettingher ~ The truth is, there is hardly any ser-
know from whence it has come. Verily, vice a man can render to a church that
in the last great day, such a ministry is more important than managing well
shall not lose its reward ! its finances. Many a church has been
It is, however, in the serving of the literally ruined for want of an efficient
third table that deacons chiefly come diaconate. Theaccounts have not been
short. The table of the minister is often properly kept, or regularly presented.
neglected ; not, perhaps, designedly, but Want of confidence has crept in. Whis-
for the want of the sawoir faire; the pering and insinuation of *something
brethren who have been elected to the wrong’ has followed. Bad feeling has
diaconate have never seen how such been engendered. The minister, mean-

things are managed in our better organ-
ized churches; they have never been
instructed in regard to them, and they
simply do not Znow how to do their work,
and so blunder through it in the best
way they can !

There is often, indeed, & strange,
misty, unreasoning prejudice in the
minds of even good men against any-
thing approaching a business-like man-
agement of our church finances. Many
people seem to think it almost profane
to mention *“ money * in connection with
the support of the church or of the
ministry. So innocent are they of any
liking for it themselves, that they take
any stipulation, on *he part of a minis-
ter, for a fixed salary, however meagre,
as a sure sign of of his worldliness and
greed of ¢ filthy lucre.” A minister,
they say, should “¢ trust the Lord ; ” but

while, isin straits because of the accumu-
lating ‘ arrears ” due him to which want
of confidencein the deaconsleads, and pre-
vents them from collecting. His preach-
ing loses “ heart.” Prayer is restrained.
The Spirit is grieved. The pastor re-
signs. And if in such circumstances
there isnot a quarrel and a general break-
up of the congregation, it is not because
mismanagement has not done all it could
do to accomplish it. We shall endeavour
to point out how all this may be avoided
in another article on this subject.

THE QUESTION OF DANCING
AGAIN.

A lady writes us,—* Is it right for the
followers of Jesus to indulge in dancing !
seems to me a question that claims the

“attention of our churches at the present
time. For ourselves we are pained to
see 80 many of our young people being
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led by their friends, older than them-
selves, to attend dancing parties. If ob-
jected to by those who disapprove of the
practice, they at once quote Luke xv,
25thverse. We think it a perversion of
the passage, but would like to see an an-
swor from a more able pen.”

We always think dancing Christians
are very hard put to it when they have
to resort to Scripture, and especially to
such a verse as the one referred to, for
a commendation of such amusements.
There is, as it seems to us, a very easy
way of settling that question. Will
the Lord be better pleased with our dane-
ing, or with our letting it alone? We
are to do all things ‘“to the glory of
God” : will he be more glorified by our
consenting, or by our refusing? ¢*What-
soever is not of faith is sin”; or, as
Barnes explains it, “whatsoever isnot done
with a full coniction that it is right, is sin-
ful ; whatever is done when a man doubls
whether it 8 right, is sin.” Now, unless
dancing Christians are sure it is right to
dance, 8o sure as to have no doubts about
it, their dancing is sin. They know
Christ will not be displeased by their de-
clining to dance ; they do not know but
He will be grieved and offended by their
dancing ; and their duty is therefore
plain.

The reference to dancing in the Par-
able of the Prodigal Son is entirely inci-
dental, and cannot properly be adduced
on either side of the question. It is a
part of the ¢ drapery” of the story, and
is intended simply to express, in an Ori-
ental way, the joy of the entire household
at his return. Dancing among the Jews
was scarcely ever indulged in except on
occasions of religious worship and fes-
tivity, as in the cases ¢f Miriam, and
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‘¢ the women ” who *‘ went ot after her
with timbrels and dances” to celebrate
the overthrow of Pharaoh: and of David,
who danced before the ark on its return
to Jerusalem. Buxtorf also tells us
that as an appropriate close of the Feast
of Tabernacles, *the members of the
Sanhedrim, the rulers of the saynagogues,
doctors of schools,and all who were emin-
ent for rank or piety, accompanied the
sacred music with theirvoices,and danced
with torches in their hands, for a great
part of the night ; while the women and
common people looked on.”

Nothing at all like our modern danc-
ing was ever known among them. Dr.
Jamieson, in Kitto’s Cyclopsedia, (Art.
* Dance,”’) says ‘‘the Jewish dance ” was
performed by the sexes separately.”
There is noevidence from sacred history
that the diversionwas promiscuously en-
joyed, except it might be at the erection
of the deified calf, when, in imitation of
the Egyptian festival of Apis, all classes
of the Hebrews intermingled in the fran-
tic revelry. In the sacred dances, al-
though both sexes seem to have fre-
quently borne a part in the procession or
chorus, they remained in distinet and
separate companies.”

Even in heathen Rome, Cicero says
that the practice was considered so vul-
gar, that “no one dances unless he is
either drunk or mad.”

To quote the example of the daughter
of Herodias, dancing before the voluptu-
ous and probably drunken King Herod,
would therefore be much more in point,
than the passage from the xv. of Luke.
Of this, at least, we may be quite certain
~that there are few things which tend
more directly to destroy religious im-
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pressions, to damage spiritual life, and
bring reproach on a Christian profession,
than fondness for the dance. Our most
earnest advice to all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ is, tolet it alone !

The Rev. Dr. Richardson, Senior Bish-
op of the Methodist Episcopal Church
of Canada, died recently in this city, at
the ripe ago of eighty-four years. The
deceased gentleman was not originally
educated with a view to the ministry,
having been in early life a sailor; but
having learned to know the Lord when
yet a young man, he became first a local
and afterwards a circuit preacher of the
Methodist Church, in company with the
Rev. Egerton (now Dr.) Ryerson. When
in 1837, or thereabout, the ehurch was
divided on the subject of the Episcopacy,
Dr. Richardson and Philander Smith,
(afterwards Bishop) cast in their lot with
the M. E. party, among whom he was
ordained Bishop in 1857. Bishop Car-
man, in his funeral discourse, thus sum-
med up the character of the deceased :—
¢ As a2 soldier, he was faithful and brave.
As a man of business, he was honourable
and obliging. As a preacher, he was
zealous and effective. As a bishop, and
an administrator of discipline, he was
candid, careful, and correct. In plain
exposition of the blessed doctrines of the
Bible he had no superior ; in knowledge
of church discipline and ecclesiastical
policy and usage, perhaps not an equal
in the country. His shining abilities,
his splendid equilibrium of faculties,
would have made him a power in Parlia-
ment, or an ornament to the Bench.
But he counted all these but loss that he
might win Christ. He dedicated all to
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God. He laid all at the foot of the cross.
Thereby he was enabled to be abundantly
useful in his generation, and has gone to
a rich reward.”

‘“ The fathers where are they? And
the prophets, do they live forever #”
The Rev, Neil McKinnon, long the
pastor of the Highland Scottish Congre-
gational Church, in the Township of
Kincardine, died on the 27th of Febru-
ary, in a ripe old age. He had, as we
learn, prepared to go to the house of
God, as usual, on the Sabbath previous.
The horses were at the door, and every-
thing ready for starting, when he was
taken suddenly ill, and after lingering
for a few days, quietly departed, and
entered into the rest that remaineth for
the people of God. We hope to be able
to give fuller particulars next month.

A circular just issued by the Executive
Committee of the Sabbath School Asso-
ciation of Canada, says :—

““The First Internationel Convention
of Sunday School workers of America, in-
cluding the United States and the Do-
minion of Canada, is called to meet in Bal-
timore, Maryland, at 10 a. m. on Tues-
day, May 11, 1875, to continue in session
until Thursday, 13th May, inclusive.”

The change from the National to the
International character of this Conven-
tion, the Committee reminds us, was
made at Indianapolis, in 1872, at the in-
stance of the Deputation from Canada,
and they hope, therefore, to see the De-
minion largely and well represented at
Baltimore in May. Placed upon the
same basis as the United States, Canada
is entitled to ‘‘ two delegates for each
135,000 inhabitants, with four in addi-
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tion for each Province.” Our delegate
must be appointed by Provincial Sunday
School Associations, or their official re-
presentatives, County Associations are
requested to nominate delegates, and
send their names to the General Secre-
‘tary, Rev. W, Millard, Toronto.

The Secretaries of the American Mis-
sionary Association, which has always
been anti-slavery in its character, and
whose work now lies chiefly among the
four millions of freed men in the South-
ern States, and the West Indies, appeals
to the Evangelical Churches of the Do-
minjon for help. Its operations are em-
barrassed with a heavy indebtedness.
This help it claims on three grounds :—

¢ 1. In the earlier days of the Associ-
ation’s history, Canadian and American
Anti-Slavery Christians prayed together,
and counselled together, and gave money
together to advance the cause of emanci-
pation—and therefore, when emancipa-
tion came, it represented in a measure
Canadian and American united effort.

2. The American Missionary Associ-
ation has had for 27 years, and still con-
tinues to have, missionaries for the
coloured people in the West India Is-
lands, and has spent in those Islands
during these years not less than $130,000.

¢ 3. The Association has a mission in
Africa, and is now educating quite a
number of young coloured men, who are
to go to that country as missionaries—
and Africa is an object of interest to all
Christendom.” e

The appeal is cordially endorsed by
Rev. Dr. Wilkes, of Montreal, and Mr.
Dougall, of the N. Y. Witness.

EDITORIAL.

The Advance, which we prize very
highly, as one of the best, if not the best,
of our exchanges, takes a novel and most
excellent mothod of helping itself, and
the missionary cause, at the same time,
by offering to pay one dollar out of every
new subscription received, into the trea-
sury of the American Board of Foreign
Missions. The publishers say : ¢ This
plan would seem to call for almost no
sacrifice on your part. You get a Chris- '
tian family paper, second we believe to
none in the country, with postage pre-
paid ; you thus, it seems to us, do a good
deed to yourself or your family, enlarge
the field of uscfulness of the ddvance,
and at the same time count yourself in
with 19,000 other friends of the Board
in helping on its good work. The 4d-
vance continues to issue the ¢ Missionary
Papers,” edited by Secretary Humphrey
—na marked and highly prized feature of
the paper for several years past.

Mr. McKay, the Evangelist, has pub-
lished a neat little collection of one hun-
dred Hymns, suitable for Evangelistic
services, which a generous friend has
had stereotyped for him, and which he
can therefore sell, in imp cloth covers,
at the Jow price of ffive cents per copy,
The collection contains all the best and
most popular of Mr. Sankey’s and Mr
Varley’s Hymns, and we have no doubt
will have, as it deserves, a large sale.

Here is a chance for those of our read-
ers who are poetically gifted :—

¢“The Rocky Mountain Presbyterian,’
(Rev. Sheldon Jackson, D.D., Editor,
Denver, Colorado), is authorized to offer
a PRizE of one hundired dollars for the best
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Home Mission Hymn, suitable for public
worship or Home Mission meetings ;
also, a PRIZE of fifty dollars for the best
Home Mission Pozrx, of not less than 48
lines, Contestants will address the Rev.
Dr. Hatriewp, No. 149 West 34th St.,
New York City, N. Y., on or before
July 1st, 1875, attaching a nom de plume
to their hymn or poem, and giving their
true name in a sealed envelope. Honour-
able mention will be made of the more
meritorious hymns and poems. Should
forty or fifty suitable hymns be contri-
buted, they will be published in a small
volume, as a Home Mission Collection
of Hymns. All the manuseripts for-
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warded to be at the disposal of ¢ The
Rocky Mountain Presbyterian.” The
Editor in announcing the offer says, “ we
need hymns to arouse and spur on the
churches to an enlarged doing and giving
for the saving of our land and people.”
For revivals of religion, and for every-
day dispensations of Christian life, we
have songs suited to each and every
state. “Butb it is not so with Home
Missions. Here our Church hymn books
fail. It is in some measure to remedy
this, or at least call the attention of the
Church to it,” that these prizes are
offered.

@orrespondene,

II1.
“ QUR MISSIONARY WORK.”

Dear MR, Woop,—1t is time I should
write to you and to the many Canadian
friends whose ears may be open to us
through you—something about Foreign
NMigsionary work as we find it here in
Turkey. All who are at all acquainted
with the American Board—its policy and
its practice—must admire the thorough,
business character which marks all its
doings. Itis itself a carefully organized
system ; it undertakes nothing without
some definite plan of operations ; what
it does, both In the office and on the
field, it does after an orderly manner.
How otherwise could it accomplish so
much with the means at its disposal ?
There are general divisions of the terri-
tory coming under its care and then sub-
divisions ; even within these minor
wheels there are otheryet smaller wheels,
Thus with reference to the Empire in
which we dwell it makes a fourfold di-
vigion, calling and counting each of

these parts a separate Mission, Three of

these—the Eastern, Central and Western
Turkey Missions—are here in Asia ; the
fourth—the European Turkey Mission
is, as its name indicates, over the waters
to the north-west of us. The one of
these divisions to which we have come
is the Western Turkey Mission ; its
boundaries might be given as—the Black
Sea and Sea of Marmora on the north—
the Grecian Archipelago on the west,
the Mediterranean Sea on the south and
an irregular line on the east, somewhcre
about the 38th degree of east longitude.
Thus it alone embraces almost the whole
of ancient Asia Minor, leaving its sister
Missions to the east and south-east of it
to occupy much smaller extents of coun-
try. Each mission is made up of diffe-
rent stations—all meeting together in
Annual Council at some important post
within their coramon domain, Constan-
tinople is usually the Jerusalem to which
one yearly pilgrimage is made ; some of
the stations are so remote from it in
number of miles, and still more remote
as to modes of conveyance, that a dele-
gate has to allow himself two months
time for his going, seeing and returning.
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We hope ere long to have one of these
anniversaries hero ; the henefits of such
a meeting to the people among whom it
is_held must be beyond all price and
might well be coveted by any pastor.
Anything further about these high feasts
may be left to be told at the time of
their occurrence—the month of May—
to us the epoch from which all Mission-
ary events date.  One fact should not
be hore omitted that the members of
our ‘“ Annual Meetings’ are mission-
aries alone ; the native brethren have
their separate ‘‘Annual Union.” Leaving
now our sister-stations such as those of
Broosa, Nicomedia, Marsovan, Sivas,
&c., let us give our attention to ourown
—¢ Manissa.” Tts centre is bere in the
town whose name it bears : its circum-
ference is remote and not easily drawn.
It may be said to include within its
borders the whole south-western portion
of Turkey in Asia. It is the aim of the
American Board to strongly man every
one of its stations that from them as the
heart of the work there may flow life
and warmth to the most distant extre-
mities. Three missionaries are deemed
a quota ; this is the minimum number
that can meet the demands for mutual
counsel, touring, &c. ; surely thisisa
very modest number to ask for, and yet
how often, even for years, it is asked for
vain. Until last summer one man stood
here alone ; is it strange that mission-
aries so_situated should after hope long
deferred grow sick of heart then faint
and die? May not their blood be justly
required of those who knowing these
things prefer to crowd and jostle vne
another in Christian lands ? The cares
which press upon the solitary champion
of the cross in such lands as these—
none but himself can appreciate. In-
stead of wondering that so many have
fallen by the way, my surprise is that so
many still press on to do battle for their
Lord. The young missionary who comes
out, if he cannot teach, preach, or even
converse in the native tongues, can by
his very arrival—to say nothing of his
words of cheer and of prayer—infuse
new life into the veterans already per-
haps discouraged by reason of the way,
and thinking of their need to lay off
their armour. Don’t you think it pays
one a hundred-fold to be permitted thus
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to minister to those whose praises are in
all the churches—men of whom the
world is not worthy ?. If any doubt, let
him try it.

Here in Manissa, we have now reached
the number of completeness ; we are
the three B~—ees, or ought to be—Bald-
win, Bowen, and Brooks. With our
three wives and the lady principal of
the Girls’ School—we make up the
Jewish perfect number. With so good
omens to cheer us on, we may surely go
forward hoping in the name of our Lord
and by his strength to come off more
than eonguerors.

The out-stations in charge of native
pastors or teachers, but coming under
our supervision, I cannct tell you very
much about until I have advanced far
enough to take & tour among them, and
30 to judge of them for myself. Among
them come in some of the old churches
of Revelation : for instance—Thyatira
over the plain—now Ak Hisal, Smyrna
to the south of us, &c. Only think, ye
Doctors of the Law in the West, of us
novices sittings in judgment upon the
venerable church thatis in Smyrna! But
s0 we have to do, sit long too, and after
all not know what decision to come to.
It is a knotty problem not yet solved,
and one that may deserve separate no-
tice at another time.
parts beyond and coming right home,
let me describe to you the manner of
operations here. We have a native
pastor of 20 or more years’ experience-—
an Armenian by birth, but a Turk in
speech—to feed the little flock already
gathered, and to go out daily in search
of the stray sheep and lambs, He is a
man of middle-age, is strong in body,
quick of mind, fluent of speech, kind of
heart, and, above all for one in his place,
possessed of great tact. He studies
men and to good advantage : the wisdom
of the serpent he doesn’t lack. Thus
without much attention to bocks he
manages to preach with acceptance every
Sunday morning, to give a long talk to
the Sunday School near’y every week,

Leaving then the ;

to give a lecture at the Wednesday eve- |

ning prayer-meeting, to conduct a Bible-
Class of the natives Monday evenings,
and a Catechetical-Class Friday morn-
ings, besides visiting almost daily the
coffee-shops for the purpose of discussion
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with those gathered there, and aftor re-
ceiving at his own home after meetings,
those who may wish to talk with him,
and conversing with them on the one
groat question until midnight even.
\ There is certainly one bee outside of the
hee-hive proper. The services referred
tu are all conducted in the Turkish
tungue-thecommon medium of commun-
ication between members of the many
different nationalities here. The attend-
ance often reaches 80 or more ; it varies
but little ; Sundays and week-days, fair
weather and foul, we expect to see all
the Christians present, and many others
; besides. No church is yet organized,
but we hope one will be before very long.
Those in fellowship number about a
dozen at present. Last week—tho
World’s Week of Prayer—we had ser-
vices every evening ; thoy were well
attended and well sustained too ; some-
times 6 or more would take public part
in them ; on 2 evenings at least, there
were to be heard 3 different tongues—
Turkish, Greek and English. The Sun-

Z10N¥ CHURCH—S00IAL GATHERING. —
On Thursday evening the members of
Zion Church and congregation held a
social gathering in the lecture room of
the church, which was very largely at-
tended. The ladies had providedrefresh-
ments for the occasion, and after having
been partaken of them, the

Rev. Mr. CuapMaN, colleague and suc-
cessor to the Rev. Dr, Wiikes, took the
chair, and, in addressing the meeting,
said he congratulated his friends that
they had assembled in such very large
numbers, and felt thankful to God for
the hopeful indications afforded of their
entire heartiness and good will. Seldom
had a people been more earnest and de-
cided in the expression of their attach-
ment to their church, and their loving
confidence in their pastor. As a matter
of course, his feelings had been some-
what affected, and the action of this on
his mind was to constrain him to retire
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day before we had our united com-
munion service—where we were neither
Greek nor Jew—but all one in Christ
Josus.

Two schools are maintained here—one
for girls in the house, and one for boys
in our chapel without ; both are small
at present, and it is our study and en-
deavour at this very time to bring then
up in every respect. May I write you
in detail about them another time, and
ask you too to help them ?

This is the New Year’s day of the
Greeks and Armenians ; as I am now a
Greek or trying to become one, I must
wish you and your magazine with its
subscribers also the &s 7 énp moANd—;
let me whisper the polite response ex-
pected from you—émicy—.

Farewell for now, rejoicing in the
work given us here.

Your Foreign Missionary,
C. H. BROOKS.

Manissa, Turkey, Jan. 13th, 1875.

from the position he had held ; but when
it became apparent that the overwhelm-
ing mass of the people shared in this
grief, and were eager to the utmost de-
gree to maintain the honour and effic-
iency of their church work under his
leadership, it became clear that a defer-
ence to their feelings and wishes rose
paramount to all private considerations
of ease and freedom from anxiety ; and
now that all that was past, and the
Church was of one heart and mind, the
time had come when the past must be
left, and the work of the future entered
on with zeal and determination. For
his own part he had abstained from words
that might be hurtful to any one, and
nothing should induce him to deviate
from that line of conduct. There was |
ample scope for all our energy in the I
building up of the cause of Christ in this |
city. There was a comfort and a bless-
ing in being associated with a Church
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that had so good a record as had Zion
Church for now nearly forty years, and
il was something to be thankful for that
Zion Church still enjoyed the presence
and the counsel of their vonerated pas-
tor, Dr. Wilkes, whose rolation to the
Lhurch is the same now as bofore. This
Church has within it & great amount of
latent power, and it was encouraging to
observe how the passing events had
drawn forth a remarkable display of zeal
and consecration from all sides. Thanks
to the spontaneous liberality of the peo-
ple, their position was rendered secure,
and all the institutions and obligations of
the Church were being heartily provided
for. Only let them cultivate the family
feeling among themselves ; let there be
mutual confidence and respect ; let them
be of one heart and mind, and then, with
an earnest, powerful spirit, and a sincere
desire to honour Christ, apart from per-
sonal gratification, they might go on in
certain assurance of an increasingly use-
ful career. In conclusion, he thanked
them for their sympathy for himself and
family, their strong expression of wn-
shaken confidence, and their readiness
to co-operate in making Zion Church a
means of blessing in this growing city ;
and he felt sure that, if the earnest spirit
now filling their hearts was carefully
nourished by prayer, the fond hopes they
now cherished would be realized in a
most abundant manner. For all who
love the Lord Jesus in sincerity we cher-
ish a true Christian regard ; and let it
be the holy ambition of all now present
to spend such a life of calm, earnest,
holy consecration that shall of itself,
without fine words and flaming deeds,
make a reputation that cannot die, and
cause the name of Christ to rise above
every name.

My, THos. ROBERTSON also spoke in a
very earnest manner, stating that while
he now felt assured of the prosperity of
the church, he urged the great necessity
of prayer for its snceess spiritnally, and
instanced in a very happy manner the
great result attending the labours of
Messrs, Moody and Sankey.

Short and pointed remarks were also
made by Messrs Cushing, S. J. Lyman,
Ross, Moore and Brown, on the various
subjects requiring the earnest considera-
tion of the church, to sustain in the
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future the enviableposition it had so long
held in the past among the Congrega-
tional body in Canada.

Mr. NiveN spoke of the importance
the singing should hold in the church
—wrging it, a8 porhaps, only second to
that of the pulpit.

Mr. Baywis, in a very stirring addross,
after briefly roferring in the kindest
manner to tho trial through which the
Church had so successfully passed, ex-
pressed his great satisfaction at sceing
such a large and happy meeting assem-
bled, which gave great encouragement to
the hearts of all who loved old Zion,
and urged on each member to find out
something to do, and then to do it
heartily and well, and God would un-
doubtedly send us his blessing.

During the evening tea and cake was
served a second time, tho meeting hav-
ing, after the addresses, become conver-
sational. The doxology was sung and
the benediction pronounced, and a very
happy assembly was dispersed.—Herald.

EyMaNvEL CnurcH, MONTREAL, —Ab
the Installation service of the Rev.J. F.
Stevenson, to the joint pastorate of Zion
Church, Montreal, held on September
20th, 1874, prominence was given in the
public addresses to the fact, that one of
the main causes which had led to ex-
tending a call to him, was the desire and
the purpose, cherished on the part of
many for a long time past, of extending
our name and influence in that city.
From causes, which need not here be
dwelt upon, this purpose has found more
speedy accomplishment than was at one
time anticipated, but amid circumstances
which give much promise of future pros-
perity and uscefulness. On March 11th,
the following communicaticn was ad-
dressed to the pastors and members of
Zion Church :—

¢ DEarR BRETHREN,—The course of
events has brought us to a point at which
we hear the voice of duty calling upon
us to address ourselves to the new enter-
prise that lies before us. It remains,
therefore, for us whose names are here-
unto subscribed to give notice, as we
hereby do, that on the date above-men-
tioned we withdraw from the fellowship
of Zion Church for the purpose of form-
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ing & now Oongroegational Church, undor
the pastoral care of tho Rev. J. IF. Ste-
venson. Wo, furthor, beg to assure you
that we shall rojoice in all tho prospoerity
and success that may be vouchsafod to
Yyou m your church relationships and
undertakings,”  This is followed by a
list of 111 nnmes which, with others to
be added during the prosent month,
give & membership of somo 116.

On Sunday, 14th, those who had signi-
ficd their intention of becoming members
of the new church, aftor the morning
service, and with little formuality,
organised themselves as a Christian
Church, of the Faith and Ordor com-
monly styled Congregational or Inde-
pendent, At the samo timo, it was ro-
solved that the church now formed
should be designated ¢ Emmanuel
Church,” and an unanimous and cordial
invitation to the pastorate wes extended
to Mr. Stevenson, which he nccopted,
Tho Rev. Dr. Wilkes gave an appro-
priate address to the church and conelu-
ded the proceedings with prayor. The
Diaconate, Church Board, Board of
Trustees, &c., have been already ap-
pointed, and the church is thus equipped
both for its spiritual work, and also
for the material work of erecting & noew
edifice wherein to worship, This latter
will be set about with all dispatch, our
purpose being to have the basement in
readiness for occupation by nextautumn.
Meantime, the Sunday services are held,
with increasing congregations, in the
Gymnasium building, and the week cve-
ning services in the basement of Erskine
Church, which has been kindly placed
at the disposal of the new church for
that purpose. G. C.

KinesToN,—The annual meeting of
the Kingston Congregational Church
and Congregation was held on the 10th
March, 1875.

Social in its character, this meeting
was designed to promote mutual inter-
course and furnish an opportunity to
present to the friends of the cause official
statements of its state and prospects,

The attendance was very good, and all

resent seemed to enjoy themselves
geartﬂy. The ladies, with their usual
taste, provided a liberal tea, and the
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exorcises of tho evening were enlivoned
with sacrod song,

The Treasurer, Doucon Fonwick, pre-
gonted the annual financial report, a
documont admirablo in the fulness of its
dotails and highly gratifying in its ro-
sults, It embraced from 1st January to
31st Docomber, 1874, bul included only
church end denominmional objects.

‘T'ho following is asummary of monoys
received during the yonr :

Sabbath collections ......ooe.. $272.51
Weekly offoring..... .ceeenninn 1,300.08
Qr. centonary contributions... $26.60

Subscriptions to Improvoment
Fund ...coooiviviieiiiiinnnan $79.94
Sabbath School .. 130.68
Deacors’ Fund ........ccovveenee 160,27
Ladics’ Association 556,86
Li0AM. it nanas 6500.0¢
Denominational objects ...... 959.36
$4,985.18

Add at least $100 Provident
Fund .o e 100.00
85,086.15

The Treasurer noted the following
among other points :—. The balance duc
the treasurer, $33.89, was smaller than
the one with which the year begun.
2. Theloan of $500 was only temporary,
obtained to liquidate a balance due on
the oxtensive improvements made on the
church edifice, and to pay some accounts
brought over from last year. 3. All debt
on church property had been completely
removed, and the Ladies’ Association
had a balance in hand.

The Superintendent of the Sabbath
School, Mr. George Robertson, jun.,
gave an intoresting report, showing that
the school was in a flourishing condition,
both as to number of attendants and
finances, He also noticed the encourag-
ing fact that a number of the scholars
had been brought to the Saviour during
the year.

The Pastor then gave a review of the
past year. It had been one of deep
shadows and of bright sunshine ; truly
a year of grace, and perhaps the most
fruitful in his pastorate of over twenty-
seven years. It wasrequisite that some
reference should be made to the forms-
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tion of the separate ecclesiastical organi-
zation. He would not refer to the cruel
statements made by private individuals,
but for public reasons he wished it to be
distinctly understood that the movement
did not originate in church troubles, nor
did it create church disturbance. With-
out consulting church, pastor, deacons
or committee, those who left resigned
their membership, not even asking for
letters of dismissal, and their resignation
was accepted without a word of bitter-
ness or strife. He also deemed it right
to read a document which had been given
him by the Rev. W. M. Peacock, of
which the following is an exact copy :—

¢ We the undersigned, without desir-
ing to reflect upon our former pastor or
the church with which we have been con-
nected, but desiring to further the in-
terests of Christ’s cause and to build up
a church in a destitute part of the city,
have organized ourselves into a Congre-
gational Church, &c.

‘¢ Signed on behalf of the Church,
“GEeO. C'1aFFEY.”

It was not his province to bring the
statements which had been privately
made by this party into accord with the
position assumed in the document now
read. The congregations, he said, were
somewhat decreased by the movement
just adverted to, but several families had
been added. The prayer meetings were
larger than ever, and the interest was
very often marked. Friday evening
adult Bible class had been organized,with
23 names on the roll. As to member-
ship, he had to report that three had
been removed by letter and one by
death ; besides the 23 whose names were
taken off the list to form the separate
organization ; in all27. But 15 had been
received on profession and four by letter;
so that the actual decrease was only
cight.

The annual meeting of the Sabbath
School was held on the following even-
ing, an account of which will be fur-
nished next month.

Since receiving the above, Mr. McKay
informs us, that special services have
been held for several weeksin this church
and that a considerable number of hope-
ful conversions have taken place.

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ManiLra.—During a recent visit to
Manilla, we were rejoiced to learn that
ninety-four persons have been received
into the church, as the fruits of the re-
vival there. More are expected to come
in shortly. The impetus thus received
is beginning to show itself in all the
material interests of the congregation. A
Finance Committee has been appointed
to co-operate with the deacons, and no
doubt is felt as to the church being able
to support its pastor in future without
Missionary aid. A student has been
applied for to assist the pastor during
the summer, in preaching and Sabbath
School work. We hope the application
will be successful, as Mr. McGregor’s
health has suffered considerably by the
extra labour of the past winter.

Sr. CarrariNes,—The Congregational
Social came off on Monday evening in the
Broadway Hall, It was well attended,and
afforded pleasure to all who were present.
Rev. Mr. Burson occupied the chair.
The singing was appreciated very much.
1t was all good, but the selections of
Miss Hopkins especially were really ex-
cellent. The instrumental music was
also artistically executed, and the liter-
ary contributions—the readings—Rev.
Mr. Perrin’s in particular, were received
in a manner which their merits deserved.
The social was an agreeable one, result-
ing pleasantly to all concerned. The
instrumental players, the readers, and
the vocalists all and severally acquitted
themselves satisfactorily. We have not
space for the programme. At the close,
votes of thanks were passed 1o the chair-
man, to those who aided in the enter-
tainment, and to Mr. Andrews for the
use of a piano. This is the second enter-
tainment of the kind given by the
members of the Congregational Church,
which is to be congratulated on the pos-
session of so much fine musical talent.

Pixe Grove. —The special services
that have been held in Pine Grove for
some weeks past, and in which the Pas-
tor has been assisted by the Rev. Messrs.
Salmon and Wood, have been attonded
with much blessing. Sixteen profess to
have been brought to decision for Christ,




NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

and the pastor’s heart has been rejoiced
in seeing somo for whom he has been
long praying, coming forward to profess
their faith in Him. The meetings were
still in progress when we last heard.

———

ArroN AND Nowrra Erix.—The Rev.
H. J. Colwell, has accepted the inviiation
of the churches in Alton and North
Erin, and entered upon his duties on
the 21st ult. We trust that the people
may feel the importance of hearty and
earnest co-operation with their new
pastor, and that his settlement among
them may prove ‘“the time to favour
Zion” in that locality.

_ Guerrn.—The pastor, Mr. Manchee,
informs us that a very marked interest
in Divine things has been manifest in the
congregation, during most of the winter.
A work very similar to that of last year
has been done, and much precious fruit
has been gathered, but we have not
learned particulars.

BranTroRD. — Twenty-one persons
were added to the church in Brantford,
on the first Sabbath of March. Others,
it is expected, will soon follow. Were-
gret to hear that the spirit of proselytism
has begun to display itself in certain
quarters, and that several of the young
converts have been carried off in triumph
by those who; like the Jews of old,
‘““would glory in their flesh.” The
¢ Millerite” delusion is also asserting it-
self, and the Adventist minister not feel-
ing able to do it himself, a champion is
o be brought on from Boston, to discuss
the Advent guestion with some not over-
wise Presbyterian brother, who has taken
up the gauntlet that has been thrown
down to him. Thus Satan tries to mar
the work he has been unable to hinder.

ScorLAND AND BURFORD.—Brother
W. Hay writes,—** Though we have had
no special services this winter, therc has
been more than usuel interest in our
regular meetings. At the last commun-
ion eight new members were received,
and among them, I am happy to say,
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three of ourchildren. 1 have greatfaith
in infant baptism as well as prayer, for
the conversion and ingathering of the
youth of christian families,”

In Burford also, there have been one
or more additions to the church, and
““there are several enquirers. Union
meetings have been held, and consider-
able interest awakened. Good service
has also been rendered us on several
occasions by members of the Y. M. C.
A., of Brantford.”

Warwick axp Warrorp.—The good
work reported as dc ng in Warwick, at
the date of our last issue, has steadily
progressed during themonth. We have
received no estimate of the number hope-
fully converted, or of those added tu the
church. But the Lord has given testi-
mony to the word of his¢race, as spoken
by the pastor, and Mr. Kay, and others
who have assisted them, and the number
is believed to be very large. Watford,
Mr. Hay’s station in the southern part
of his field, has also shared in the bless-
ing. We hope we may be able to furnish
particulars next month.

WiarToN—TEA MEETING. —The mem-
bers and friends of the Congregational
Church, Wiarton, (Rev. R. Robinson,
pastor,) held a tea-meeting in the Wes-
leyan Church, kindly lent for the occa-
sion, on Friday evening last, the 26th
ult. The meeting was well attended,
upwards of 200 persons being present,
and the sum of $40 was realized towards
a building fund—it being the intention
of the church to erect a place of worship
as soon as the spring opens. After tea,
which by the way reflected great credit
on the ladies by whom it was provided,
Rev. R. Robinson, who occupied the
chair, called on the Rev. J. 1. Hindley
to address the meeting. Mr. Hindley
kept the audience interested for nearly
an hour, urging upon them to encourage
their new pastor by every means in their
power, and especially by regular attend-
ance upon his ministry. He expressed
himself pleased to meet with the minis-
ters of the other denominations who were
present ; and spoke of the different
churches as so many regiments in the
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same army, and under the same Captain.
Rev. Mr. Thibadeau (Wesleyan) was
next called upon, who spoke of the union
that should exist among Christians—
there was enough work for all in fighting
the common foe, without having dissen-
sions among themselves. Mr. T. C.
Robinson then recited the piece entitled
¢ Horatiug,” which elicited great ap-
plause. Rev. Mr. Woodman (Bible
Christian) then spoke, referring to some
Congregational ministers in England as
among his best friends, and he was happy
to welcome Mr. Robinson amongst them.
Mr. W. Bull made some explanationsin
regard to the intention of building a
Congregational Church at Wiarton, stat-
ing that it was not a new cause, for there
had been a Congregational Church at
Colpoy’s Bay for a number of years, and
the first church in that vicininty was an
Indian Congregational church. The plea-
sure of the evening was greatly increased
by a large and eflicient choir, who inter-
spersed the different speeches with choice
pieces of music. The meeting was then
closed by the benediction, and the choir
singing “‘Good Night.” A Social was also
held on the Tuesday following at Col-
poy’s Bay, (a preaching station of Mr.
Robinson’s,) and $10 more added to the
Building Fund, as the proceeds, making
$50 in all.

Ersvosa.—The Friends in connec-
tion with the Eramosa Congregational
Church, held their annual Sabbath
Sckool Festival on Thursday, the 18th
of February, and though theroads were
all but impassable through repeated
snow storms, yet the Church was filled,
and the meeting a decided success. More
than sufficient money was raised to re-
plenish the library. The remaining part
of the proceedsis to be devoted toim-
provements round the new parsonage.
Very suitable addresses were given by
the Rev. E. Barker, of Fergus, M. S.
Gray, and Wm. Barrie, D. D. of the C.
P. Church. Thesinging was much better
than we generally hear in country
Churches, and all present felt that M.
Scott Armstrong, the leader of the choir,
and Miss Atkinson, who presided at the
organ, deserved much credit for the musi-
cal part of the entertainment.

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

Sr. Jomwn, N. B.—We regret to learn
that the Rev. S. G. Dodd, who has been
the pastor of this Church for the last
five years, tendered his resignation in
January last ; the reresignation to take
effect on the first of July next.

PersoNaL.—We regret tosay that the
Rev. Joseph Unsworth, of Georgetown,
Chairman of the Congregational Union
of Ontario and Quebec, was taken sud-
denlyill, of inflammation, while at Acton,
attending a Sunday School Convention,
in the early part of February, and has
been laid aside from his work ever since.
Fornearly five weeks he was unable to be
removed to Georgetown. He has now
been brought home, however, and is, we
hope, on the mend, although it is doubt-
ful if he will be able to preach for several
weeks to come.

The Rev. Joseph Wheeler, of Albion,
has also been laid aside from his work
for several months past, through partial
paralysis. His mind is unaffected, and
his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord,
although he says it pains him to think
that he will probably never be able to
preach again. Deacon Warbrick writes
us, March 24th, in reply to a note en-
quiring of Mr. Wheeler’s condition, that
¢ he is perhaps a little better than when
you saw him, but very little. He gets
out on a fine day for a walk, but is still
very feeble. I think probably, he will
never preach again. We have had no
supply since you were here.”

The Rev. Messrs Gibbs, of Whitby,
Bulman of Markham, and Manchee of
Guelph, have all been temporarily
“under the weather,” but are, we believe,
sufficiently recovered to resume their
duties.

The Rev. W. F. Clarke, late of Guelph,
has accepted a position on the editorial
staff of the new ILiberal newspaper,
published in Toroniv, and has removed
to the city.

The Rev. T. M. Reikie, has relin-
quished his temporary charge of the
church at Believille, and may for the
present be addressed at No. 2 Bloor St.,
Yorkville.
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InpiaN MissioNarRy Sociery.—Rev.
R. Robinson, having relinquished the
Superintendency of the Mission field, the
Committee engaged, at a recent meeting
in Toronto, Mr. John Lister, of Elmira,
Ont., as succeszor to Mr. Robinson. M.
Lister, who comes to the Society with
the highest possible testimonials as to
Christian character,and adaptation to the
work, is now engaged in the praiseworthy
cffort of mastering the Ojibway language,
for which he possesses extraordinary
aptitude ; having an almost intuitive
mastery over any langnage to which he
applies himself. Mr. Lister will go to the
North early next summer.

Two or three months ago, we had an
intimation from the Society for Propa-
gating the Gospel, Bostan, that their
grant to our treasury of $200 in green-
backs, annually, must now be discon-
tinued. We were sorry to hear it, for
we were contemplating an extension of
our work next swmmer, rather than a
diminution of resources. For twelve
yeuio, we have been thus aided from
Boston., Their income is derived from
invested funds, and is not elastic. And
there are many remnants of Indian tribes,
East of the Mississippi, for whom no
other Society cares, who have fallen into
their hands ; the larger Societies, such
as ‘ The American Missionary Associa-
tion,” operating West of thatriver. And
the Boston friends think we are becom-
ing so ‘‘ wealthy ” and *populous” in
the Dominion, that we can now get on
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alone. The compliment is certainly
worth something ; but we would sooner
have the 8200 for a year or two yet!
However, we could but thank them for
their confidence in our Society, and long
assistance to us, But will our friends
bear in mind, that out of a slender in-
come of $1,600 or $1,700, two hundred
has dropped out; and make it up for
us ! and add a little more to it ; for we
want tospread ourselves out more in the
Georgian Bay region.

The widely circulated and almost uni-
versally-read ¢ Christian ”’ newspaper,
gave us the benefit of itslarge circulation
in an appreciative notice of our work, in
the latter part of October. We hope to
gain sympathy and aid from the friends
of the red man at huwe.

Rev. W. Clarke is collecting for the
Society in Toronto and the West ; Rev.
Jas. Howell, in Kingston, Ottawa, and
the East ; Miss Baylis, in Montreal, and
other points in the Province of Quebec.
Let me bespeak a hearty welcome and
response for these visitors. If any one
thinks it is an easy matter to collect
funds for any department of the Lord’s
work—with all the natural covetousness
of the human heart on the other side—
just lev him try it! and he will ever after
have a higher estimate of the ready smile
and the willing dollar!

Other equally kind friends of the work,
in other places, will read this article, and
feel and do in like manner with respect
to our agents now at work !

Gther Lands.

MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY
IN LIVERPOOL.

These much honoured brethren seem
to gather strength and popular favour
wherever they go. In Liverpool they
were, apparently, no less successful than
in Birmingham and Manchester. The

general character of the services held is
much the same in each place, and the
same results, to & large extent, follow.
We give & few extracts from the volum-
inous reports that reach us :—

“One of the most interesting meetings
of the second week was the € children’s

—
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service’ on Wednesday afternoon, ot
which Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey were
both present. So many little ones it has
never before been my lot to see gathered
under one roof. Some of the daily
papers put down the numbers in Victoria
Hall at 12,000, with an overflow mecting
of about 2,000 in the Circus. Tlink of
such a number of young, impressible
natures brought at one time under the
sweet sound of redeeming love ! Mr,
Moody’s address, founded on the book
with three leaves, black, red, and white,
was a sort of running interchange of
simple yet sesrching questions, and
answers very promptly given. The
singing by Mr. Sankey of some of his
solos wag greatly enjoyed by the youth-
ful audience, and when they all joined
in the chorus, or sang other of the hymns
right tiwough with great heartiness, and
as with one voice, we had yet one more
proof of how universally and, I trust,
inalienably, these sweet gospel songs
have become heuschold possessions
throughout the kingdom.

“ The .evening meetings during the
week have as usual, been crowded for
some time before the regular hour for
commencing the service. The overflow
meetings have been held in the Circus,
and were addressed by Mr. T. Shuldham
Henry and others. Mr. Sankey has
generally been present in the course of
the evening atboth places. M. Moody’s
gospel addresses at the evening meetings
have been characterized by much sim-
plicity and power, and the result has
been seen in the crowds of both sexes
who pass nightly into the inguiry-room.
Tn the words of one who has been closely
associated with the work during the past
week, they have been ¢flocking into the
Kingdom by scores.” I understand from
the same source that several of our
much-to-be-pitied fallen sisters have been
reclaimed through the agency of the
meetings,

‘¢ Atthe meeting on Thursday at noon,
the Rev. Mr. Macpherson mentioned o
circumstance that came tohis knowledge.
showing that whole families had been
recently led to the Liord. About ten or
twelve days ago a young lady in the hall
decided for Christ, and since then her
only brother had given himself to the
Lord, two sisters had become Christians,
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and five brothers-in-law, as well as others
in the same circle, making fifteen persons
who were now rejoicing in Him.”

On Friday some valuable testimony
was given as to the tangible effects of
the work in Liverpool by Revs. Dr.
Harrison and C. M. Birrell. Mr. Bir-
rell said that one class reached had been
those who, though religiously trained,
had, during these special meetings, seen
a new meaning and power in the truths
with which they were familiar. Many
sailors, and ship captains too, had come
to the meetings and been guided into
the true haven of rest and peace. Then
there were many working-men who had
plunged into the depthsof intemperance,
and whose insulted and injured wives,
after being driven from their homes, had
been compeled tc support themselves
and their children for years together.
These wives, in this day of grace, had
sent letters to their husbands, extend-
ing their forgiveness and imploring
them to come to Victoria Hall and seek
forgiveness of the Saviour, Some of
them had come and found that forgive-
ness, and gcne back to lighten their
homes again with a new lustre and joy.”

They are now labouring in London,
their services being held in the Agricul-
tural Hall, where from 16,000 to 20,000
persons are present at each service, the
three congregations which Mr. Moody
addressed, on Sunday the 21st ult,, ag-
gregating, itis believed, about 49,000 per-
sons ' Mr. Moody wants Dr. Talmage
to come immediately to London and
help him, and has telegraphed to that
effect. Dr. Talmage’s elders, however,
have refused their consent, and a reply
has been sent by cable that the religious
interest in his church forbids his accept-
ing the invitation. We are rather glad
of this, as Dr. Talmage’s preaching is so
sensational in itscharacter, that it would
compare unfavourably with the very sim-
ple and natural style of Mx. Moody, and
would intensify the prejudice W}gch is
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too general among cnltivated people in
Great Britain against religious move-
ments of this nature.

Their stay in London is to be extended
over four months. Let every one who
loves the cause of God pray that they
may be kept “near the cross,” and made
more and more successful,

Mr. VarLey 1y New York.—In a
letter to a gentleman in this city, Mr.
Varley says :—

“I wm literaily overwhelmed with
letters, applications from all parts, and
the wonderful meetings we are having
in this great, godless city. The Lord
has indeed been my helper, and the in-
terest that has been aroused no words
can tell. Only three weeks are past,
and the whole city seems moved ; and
the meetings this day bring a whole
batech of police for the mass gatherings,
We have a number of friends who take
a very active part in leading souls by the
truth to our Lord Jesus Christ. His
blessed name is, indeed, as ointment
poured forth, and thousands are walk-
ing in the power of ¢ the endless life’ as
never before. The interest among the
saved is very, very great, and salvation
is streaming forth to the dead in tres-
passes and sins. The papers are full of
criticisms, some of them very extravrdin-
ary.”

A day or two later he adds :—

¢ Yesterday was a glorious day. The
morning passed quietly, and in commun-
ion with the Blessed Onemysoul walked.
1 was resting against themeetings during
the after part of the day. Three p.m.
came, and the immense Hippodrome
was crowded, 14,000 persons being pre-
sent. I was enabled to preach with
great power, from Roman i, 16, and the
mighty mass sang gloriously. It was a
remarkable meeting ; but in the evening
at7.30! O ! such o scene ! It is said
that more than 20,000 were crowded into
the immense building. Thousands could
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not get in, for the doors had to be closed.
1 was enabled so to speak that all could
hear with the utmost ease. Four
instruments, Trench horns, etc.,
led the singing, and the overwhelm-
ing sea of living souls was a sight
never to be forgotten. Never in
the history of New York has such a scene
been witnessed ; and, truth to tell, the
city seems quite unable to take stock of
the movement. The papers do not know
whether to report or not. The Lord is
with us, blessed be His name, and great
is the Rock of our salvation. Consider-

ing all things, the Press has done great .
things for us,and to the overruling Lord |

we give praise.
rose for prayer last night, and the Mighty

Pray for us ; hundreds |

Spirit of our Lord broods over the great -

city. I had the joy of preaching, I sup-

pose, to 35,000 persons yesterday. My .

cup runneth over.

LaBrapor MissioN. —Received for

1875 :(—

Erskine Church, Montreal........810 00

Fergus Sabbath School.......... 500

Mr. Burnham Missouri............. 5 00 .

Miss Burnham, Missouri......... 3 75 .
823 75 ;

The Treasurer of the Ladies” Mission-

ary Association of Zion Church, Montreal, :

in returning thanks to the kind friends
who have sent dunations for this mission,

would take the opportunity of soliciting |

some assistance from the other churches
in our denomination. To carry on the

work efficiently our funds must be in- -

creased. Last year only twelve churches
sent donations. Could notall theehurches
and Sabbath Schools help us? No matter
how small the donation, if only one dol-
lar from each, it would greatly aid and en-
courage us to go forward with this good
work.

A report of the mission will be sent to
any one requiring information.

Mrs. H. SaNDERSs,
Treaswrer.
Box 359, P.O.

Mo~NTREAL, 18th February, 1875.
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AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN
MISSIONS.

The Missionary Herald for January,
publishes the annual survey of the mis-
sions of the Board from which we learn
that ‘“the Gospel has been regularly
preached the past year through the
agency of the American Board, in twenty-
one different languages, in 568 different
towns, cities and islands in various por-
tions of the globe.” ¢ The educatioual
work of the Board is represented by
twelve training-sehools and seminaries,
and ten station classes for the education
of young men to become teachers and
preachers of the Word, including over
three hundred pupils ; twenty-one board-
ing-schouls, in which six hundred and
saventy oirly and young women are re-
ceiving instruction under the personal
influence of Christian women, trained in
our best institutions ; one normal school
with fifty-seven pupils in Eastern Tur-
key, and two others in India, in part
supported by grants in aid of pupils;
and five hundred and fifty-one common
schools, with an aggregate attendance of
over twenty thousand—an increase of
three thousand wupon last year.”
¢ Twenty-five ordained missionaries and
sixty women, including several of the
wives of missionaries, are devoted to the
work of Christian education, and the
American Board, as an educational so-
ciety, is expending, in various ways, not
less.than 90,000 dollars a year.” ¢ The
Board has also rendered assistance in
the erection of ninety-five places of wor-
ship during the year, in sums ranging
from $25 to $2,000, according to the
peculiar necessities of cach case. The
entire amount thus expended, as nearly
as can be estimated, for 1873, was 8§18,
596.” The number of missions is 19,
with 72 stations and 496 out-stations,
employing 377 agents sent from the
United States, and 1,018 native pastors,
proachers, catechists, school teachers,
and other helpers, The number of
churches formed is 224, with 10,665
church members, of whom 1,079 were
added during the past year. In North-
ern Mexico there are now ten churches
with 220 members. Wéstern Mexico
—¢¢ A church has been organized, with
17 members, at Guadaljara, and quite a
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number of persons Ahualuleo, where
Mr. Stephens fell, are anxious to join
the organization.” In Japan two chur-
ches have been organized with more than
twenty members, and more than half of
these wish to become preachers of the
Gospel totheirown people. M. Leavitt,
writing from Osaka, on the 14th Septem-
ber, says of one native convert, 19 years
old, who occasionally conducts the reli-
gious service, ‘ His development has
been wonderful, Icannotbut feel, when
with him, that he is a veteran in the ser-
vice,—so modest, so wise, so self-pos-
sessed, and so capable as a preacher.
When he is to take a service, we takeno
further care about it. He prepares his
discourse ecither from & text of his own
choosing or one which we give him. He
studies his authorities upon it (reading
English quite well), and comes prepared
for a presentation better than any of the
missionaries here can give at present.”
In Southern Hindostan, Pastor Row-
land at West Madura, received to the
church one of the leading Romanists in
that part of the city, at his last com-
munion season. These Romanists are
of the Goa party, and the pastor hopes
very many of them will soon unite with
us.” It is feared that one of the Bible
colporteurs labouring in Tyrol, has been
murdered. Mr. A. B. Steinberger,
appointed in March, 1873, special agent
of the U. 8. Government, to visit and
report upon the Samoa or Navigator’s
Islands, transmitted to the U, S. Senate
a report which contains gratifying testi-
mony :—** The adherents of the London
Missionary Society and the Wesleyans
are interspersed througout the entire
group. It is safe to say that there is
not a single Samoan who has not ac-
cepted Christianity, though more devout
and zealous in some districts than in
others. I cannot speak too highly of the
intclligence, patience, fortitude, and
high morai attributes of the missionaries
of Samoa. By their religious instruc-
tions and godly lives, and the practice as
well as inculeation of the domestic and
social virtues, they have exerted over
the natives a wonderfully transforming
power, in less than half a century chang-
ing, in many important respects the
whole moral aspect of the Islapds. In-
deed, it is not possible to estimate the
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degree of elevation affected by their pre--
sence and agency. They are, beyond all
doubt, more important and effective in-
strumentalities in the civilization of this
people than all other causes combined.”
‘¢ Present indications are that these
people will soon occupy a much higher
place in the scale of minor nations than
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most of the Polynesian islanders.” ¢ In
Pago Pago (a village on the Tubuila), T
first learned of the virtues and Christian
attributes of the natives. Coins, jewel-
lery, knives, and other things might be
upon the deck of our vessel, hundreds |
of natives might come and go, yet no |
article of value would be touched.”

@ Hcral,

ExpownmenT Funp, Cong. CoLL. oF
B. N. A.—No names of new subscribers
to report, but the following sums have
been received since thedate of last notice.
On account of Alumni pledge, from Rev.
K. M. Fenwick.......oeeeerrrrunnn.. $93 GO
Mrs. Norman Hamilton, Ad-

ministratrix, second instal-

675 1:1 X PN
‘“ A friend in T.” donation
L. B. Ward, Esq., Morristown,

New Jersey, donation $200...
A, Paton, HEsq., Sherbrooke,

second instal., U. S. Currency 10 09
E. Hargrave, Esq., Sherbrooke,

firat instalment........... veeerees 10 00
“Friends at Warwick,” per

Rev. Robert Hay................ 20 00

Henry Wrinkes,
Treasurer.

Montreal, 20th March, 1875.

100 00
10 00

173 50

Zion Cong., Sab. Sch., Mans-
field St., Montreal............... .

Bond St., Sab. Sch. Toronto, for
1873 and 1874......covvvininnnine 2

ConerecaTioNAL COLLEGE, Bririsu
Norta AMERICA.-The following amounts
have been received since last acknow-
ledgment, on account of current session,
viz. :—

Brantford ..cceeevieriinrieenenierninen $4.00
Waterville .ooee coveeinieerinenninnenes 5.60
Montreal—Zion Church ..........., 16.00

6 62

Bowmanville ....coooviiiniiiannn

$849.50
R. C. JAMIESON,
Treasurer.
Montreal, 19th March, 1875.

C. C. MissioNarY Soczery.—Dr.
Wilkes, acknowledges with thanks from |
“W. C.” 185, for this Society ; also for
the Cong. Coll. of B. N. A, €5, which
he has handed to its Treasurer.

Montreal, 15th March, 1875.

Pastors’ RETIRING Fuxp.—Received
since last announcement :
From Executrix of the late Nor-

man Hamilton, Esq., Paris ...8100 00
8. Hodgskin, Esq., Guelph 25 00
Rev. W. Clarke.....coc.oviiinnennss

J. C. BARTON,
Treasurer.

Beneficiary members of the Widows’
and Orphans’ Branch, who have mnot
paid their premiums due in January
last, will plesse remit same without
delay, P.O. Address, Box 730.

Statisticat RETurNs.—The under-
signed begs pastors and officers of
churches who have not yet sent in their
Satistical Returns for 1874, to do so now.
Several Churches are yet behind. To |
these, under the impression that some
possibly may have been missed, blank
forms have again been sent.

W. W. Saams,
Stat, Sec.

Pine Grove, Ont.,
March 20th, 1875.
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DEEDS OF KINDNESS.

Suppose the little cowslip
should hang its golden cup,
And say, “ I'm such a tiny tower
I'd better not grow up ;”
How many a weary traveller
Would miss its fragrant smell,
How many a little ¢’.1:.1 would grieve
To lose it from k.. . 21l

Suppose the glistening dewdrop
Upon the grass, should say,
“What can a little dewdrop do?

T'd better roll away ;”

The blade on which it rested,
Before the day was done—
Without a drop to moisten it—

‘Would wither in the sun.

Suppose the little breezes,
Upon a summer’s day, [cool
Should think themselves too small to
The traveller on his way ;
Who would not miss the smallest
And softest ones that blow,
And think they wade a great mistake
That heard them talking so ?

How many deeds of kindness
A little child may do ;
Although it has so little strength,
And little wisdom too.
1t wants a loving spirit,
Much more than strength, to prove
How many things a child may do
TFor others by its love.

ONLY FOR FUN.

The following lessons should teach us
cither to joke gently or not atall. The
telegrams of last month brought us in-
formation of these two sad cases :—

¢ HaminroN, Feb. 26.—A most pain-
ful accident, resulting from a practical
joke, took place on Monday, at the Vil-
lage of Carlisle, near this city. Miss
Hood, a young lady of great personal
attractions and high mental attainments,
was sitting conversing in her father’s
parlour with & lady friend, on whose lap
sho was partly reclining, when a young
man came up behind them and suddenly

jerked the chair from beneath her. In
attempting to save herself Miss Hood
injured her spinal column so severely
that she went into convulsions. The
doctor, who was summoned, gave his
opinion thatif her injuries did not prove
fatal, her mind would be left deranged
from the effects.” The young lady has
since died.

‘“ ToroxTO. — About three weeksago a,

youth of 16 put on a mask and went to
the house of Mrs. Thompson, Scarboro,
and asked for a pair of boots which he
said she had. The poor womai, Oil 8€e-
ing the hideous mask, fainted, and when
she recovered, the figure haunted her
mind so that she became insane a few
days ago. She has three small children
—the youngest only three months.”

We remember reading once of o little
girl who was waiting with her father at
a railway station for some friends, and
who amused herself, as the train was
slowly coming in, by running backwards
and forwards across the track, just for
the fun of displaying her courage. At
the last attempt, the cow-catcher caught
the skirt of her dress, and drew her so
that she fell with one of her feet over
the rail ; and the loss of a leg was the
fearful penalty for her fool-hardiness.
\};e repeat, then—joke gently, or not at
atl,

INTERNATIONAL LES:ONS.
2nd Quarter, 1875.
April 4. Israel's Promise Joshua xxiv : 14-18.
April 11, The1 frl%mise Broken......Judgesii :

April 18, The Call of Gideon Judges vi: 11-18.
April 25. Gideon’s Army........Judges vii: 1-8.

May 2,‘:Th§£§%th of Sampson..... udges xvi:
May 9. Ruth and Naomi.......... Ruth i: 16-22,

May16. A Pmﬁiné; Mother..1 Samuel i: 21-28,
May 23. The Child Samuel..1 Samuel iii: 1-10.
May 30. The Death of Eli..1Samuel iv: 12-18,
June 6. Samuel the Judge..1 Samuel vii: 5-12.
June 13, A Kin, Desireg...‘l Samuel viii: 4-9,
June 20. Saul Chosen......... 1 Samuel x:17-24,
June27, Samqgl’zsosz’;ting ‘Words.....1 Samuel
xii: 20-25.




