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': ,:_ both by the way the sons of those who fol-

e moved westward.

R So onward they moved agair, meeting with
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. OUR AGADIA MISSION.
At our Synod meeting in St. John,
BB Messrs. Paradis and Pelletier were present,
and & short statement was made of their
work during the two preceeding months in
New Brunswick, chiefly between Shediac
B and Richibucto, a coast line slong which
8 ihere is o large French population. It ap-
pearzd that they had been well received,

B disposed of, and some were constrained to
R scck edmission to a Protestant Church.
After Synod, the young missionaries,

BB lowed Mr. Chiniquy out of the Church of
$8 Bome, and both taught in his Collegiate
¢ Schoolin St. Anne’s, Kankakee, prejaraton
1y to theological study in Montreal, crossed
Y 10 Nova Scotia and commencingat Digby

: The first we heard of
B or from them was, that their Testaments
BB vere exhausted, but o telegram to Montre-

R 4l brought down & hundred more in & few
days, only three being procurable at Halifax.

e woch kindness, and every where among
B dcir countrymen in the township of Clare,
M mecting with 2 welcome, and leaving behind
M them leaves from the tree of Yife.
At the French Baptist Mission they were
B very kindly received and entertained most
: liospimbly, remaining for about a week,
f comparing notes and making short mission-

Remaining o Sabbath in Yarmouth

Congregation, and proceeding along the
Southern Coast found their supply of Tes-
taments rapidly diminishing, and at Pub-
nico it became exhausted.

By the time they reached Halifax another
supply of 150 copies was received from
Montreal and they proceeded to Chezzet-
cook, going through the whole scttlement,
calling on every family, leaving tracts and
disposing of New, Testaments. They have
since visited the French settlements of
Souris and Rollo Bay, in Prinec Edward
Island, and now their work for the season
closes and they return to prosccute their
theological studies at Montreal.

As they passed along they spoke to the
congregations of Shelburne, Lawrencetown,
John Knox and Primitive, New Glasgow,
and in the Sabbath-school of James Church,
New Glasgow. A collection was made in
Shelburne and & hearer in James Church
N. G., has sent us $10. This is well done,
but what are our people generally doing for
this mission. Anotheryear’s work is done.
Another year’s salarics are due, but last
year’s bills remein partly unpaid. Is the
Mission to cease? Are these devoted young
men to feel, that their work was not ap-
preciated, and isnot to be followed up?
‘We should like that the Comumittee and
they should receivean answer in the form of
free-will offerings enabling them, instead of
doing less to do more for our brethren of
French descent, living and dying at our

R tiy told their story in the Presbyterian

doors without any well-sustained cffort to
put into their hand the bread of life.
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THE GHURGH MILITANT,

Each man is & * microcosm,” alittle uni-
verse, an epitome of the great world, Every
christian is a “ microcosm,” a little picture,
of the Church of Christ. In how many
christian souls do we find reproduced the
story of bitter Egyptian bondage, the tri-
umphant passage of the Red Sea, the
wanderings in the dreary desert, the thun-
der and lightning of Sinai, the backslidings
and the revivals, the judgments and the
mercies of those marvellous forty years ! The
history of the past is typical of the future.
The same foe, the same leaders and allies,
the same armour and arms, are to be found
through all the ages. Essentially the same
principles are manifested in God’s dealings
with the individual christian and the whole
church. If therefore we find the christian’s
career varied with joy and sorrow, if he has
his days of sunshine and of shadows and
gloomy clouds,—of Sabbath repose and
fiery struggles,—may we not expect similar
phenomens on a greater scale in the history
of the Church as & wholet We find that
it has been even so.

The Lord brought a Vine out of Egypt,
planted it in a goodly land, and tenderly
cared for it. But the wild beasts broke
down its hedges, trod in the mire its branch-
es, and devoured its precious fruit. Often
was the heritage of Jehovah left forlorn
and desolate, Christ came and watered the
roots of that Vine with his ovm blood and
bedewed its branches with the gentle bap-
tisms of His Spirit. Since then that Vine
has grown, and spread its branches, so that

multitudes in every land have found init |

their shelter, food and healing.

There can beno truce between Christ
and Anti-Christ. The Churck and the
kingdom of Satan must ever be at deadly
foud. When Jesus gave the Gospel orders
to His deciples, He warned them of the an-
tagonism of the * gates of hell.”” He equip-
ped them for the conflict and sent them
forward to the battle field. The weapon
which they must wield was {and ever is)
the Word of Truth, the sharp two-edged
sword whose piercing stroke no helmet or
shicld or breastplate of satan’s devising can
withstand.

~With this sharp sword the messengers of
Christ attacked Jupiter, Mars, Bacchus,
‘Venus, Diana,~all the gods of the Panthe-
on, all the prejudices, superstitions and lies
of Jew and Greek and Roman. War was
proclaimed against every rival and foe of
Jesus Christ, the crucified Jew!” Mg
was the only Saviour. And to prove that
their words where no vain babbling, His
disciples were willing to die for the Saviour
whom they announced.

The time came when they had so to die.
The world hated the Church and her Head,
Had the Church knocked for admission as
one of the religions of the Roman Empire,
had she been content to live side by side
with all the idolatries, she would have met
the amplest toleration. She might have
the pleasant smile of princes, but her noble
army of martyrs would then be missing. Her
mission would be a sad mistake : She would
not in truth be the Church of the God-Man!
As it was, Christ’s people, like Himself, had
to tread the path of tears hd of blood ; and
often was the air dark with the smoke of
their burning, and often were wild beasts
weary with téaring their flesh. In death
they conquered. The truth cannot be burn-
ed, or crucified, ortorn by wild beasts.
Glorious victories for Christ and His
Churzh were won amid the fiercest fires of
persecution. The blood of the martyrs
proved the seed of the Church. Christ
went forth onquering the world’s strength
through weakness, and putting to shame
the world’s wisdom by the “ foolishness” of
the story of the cross.

Ten times was the Church tried in the
farnace of persecuticn. Ten times the old
Roman power was put forth to crush her.
She came through the ordeal fairas the
moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army
with banners. At the closeof those terrific
assaults npon her life, the Church found
herown children in actual possession of
the civil sword,—able and willing to protect
her.

But now came & time of greatest peril 8
Focs from within began to mar her beauty §
and plot against her life. When the Holy M
Spirit fills the heart of the church, and the ¥
flame of divine love bwns brightly, then §B
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the wild waters of persccution may swell
and rage, but they cannot destroy her, for
her foundation is sure, her walls are strong
and high, and the watchmen never slam-
ber. How mwuch greater the peril wher
the cold plague of worldliness and the
poisonous mists of hevesy and superstition
creep in and provoke the Lord Himself to
hide His face in anger !

After the age of Canstantine, internal
strife, error, corruption, and vain ambition
threatened the life of the Church. Once
and again the great mass of christians be-
canae Arvians, denying the proper Diety of
the Saviour. The bride of Christ marred
her own beauty by meretricious adornings
devised by her foes: she even decked her-
self with the old clothes of Heathenism.
Still the Divine Truth was not allowed to
perish thromgh human error and folly.
The Church still lived and laboured thongh
lacking her ecarly love, zeal, and simple
faith.

Barbarian hordes from the north swept
down upon the Roman Empire and threat-
ened to destroy not only the old civilization
—but the Church itself. But he whose
voice stilled the tempest and brought the
wrembling disciples in safety to the shore,
rode on this whirlwind and directed this
storm. The rude strangers from Gauland
Germany, and far oft Scythia became obe-
dient to thefaith of Christ. In consequence
of the faithlessness and coldness of the
Eastern Church the disciples of Mobammed
were permitted to conquer those sunny lands
once centres of light; and where the cross
had triumphed gloriously, the crescent now
proudly floated in the breeze.

In the West as in the Bast, the zeal of
mary waxed cold, and the Church did not
fight the good fight of faith in that simple,
heroic way, which would ensure victory.
Too often she went into the battle-ficld en-
cumbered in armour of man’s device, leay-
ing behind her, rusting in the armory, the
shicld of faith, the helmet of salvation and
the breast plate of righteousmess. She
sought after earthly dignities and forgot
the Lord her God. She followed in the
&8 wake of monarchs and lords and vight
@ reverend prelates and popes. Sound doce

trine did not suit her itching ears. Often,
alas, was the lie of Satan accepted in place
of tho truth of God. .

But all the while God continued true to
His promise. Multitudes still loved the
truth, and refused to receive upon their
forcheads the mark of the beast and the
number of his name. All the falling away
of the Church, her weakress, and blindness
and helplessness, served to render more il-
lustrious the power of Christ, aud more
«certain, the final triwmph of His kingdom s
just as the skill of the veteran General isso
much the moreconspicuous by reason of the
formidable obstacles he overcomes on his
way to victory. You cannot perhaps point
to one phase er episode in the whole range
of Church history which taken in connec-
tion with its antecedents and sequents has
not tended to the Churcl’s final triumph.

God mightily revived His Church with
the great reformation of the Sixteenth cen-
tury. The nations were convulsed, and
wakened from the torpor of ages. The
Bible was sought for and studied, translat-
ed and circulated. Tho old superstition
which hung as a dark vail upon the fair
face of Christianity, was destroyed beyond
the power of repair. The conscience was
freed : liberty to enquire, to think, to act
was asserted and made good. The struggle
was long and terrific; but right won the
day.—Why has the Church of the Reform-
ation “slumbered and slept?” Why has
she not gone foward conquering and to
conquer? Because the spirit of the world
crept in once more, and the love of many
waxed cold. Erastianism, worldly wise
ind cold, took the Church into its frosty
embrace. A bitter and virunlent sectarian-
ism poisoned the life-blood of the church,
setting her to doat on the  pins of the
tabernacle” while the enemy thundered
against the very foundations of Zion, and
paving the way for that numbing Soci-
nianism which lay like a.nightmare onall
the Protestant Churches during the
eightenth Century. :

Still there were earnest and heroic men
onthe Lord’sside. The Presbyterianie™ of
Holland and Scotland and Switzerland and

the Xindred Pmitanism of England and .
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New England struggled bravely and won
victories which told upon the heart of the
world and the effects of which ean never
perish. There were from time to time re-
vivals of true religion, recalling the memo-
ry of Apostolic days and spreading over the
face of christendom asa wave of Gospel
light and love.

CEeLsus, the early and bitter assailant of
Christianity, draws a vivid picture of the
sufferings of Jesus—the shame of the eross,
his purple robe, his crown of thorns, the
spitting, the mockery, the scourging, the
nailing of the hands and feet,—and then
passionately exclaims: “In the name of
wonder why does he not on this occasion,
at least, act the God, and hurl some signal
vengence on the authors of his insults and
anguish 1?

The infidel Celsus argues thus, that if
Jesus were God he would not submit to
the fearful ordeal through which he passed.
How apt are we to give way to similar feel-
ings! “Why does he not interferc to help
His faithful witnesses? Why does He al-
low the enemy somany apparent triumphs ?
These questions and tho like can best be
answered by looking at the cross. Time
bas shewn to all that the death of Jesus
was in reality & mighty victory. Rouseau,
an infidel as truly as Celsus himself, is
compelled to say: “If the death of So-
crates was the death of a sage, the death of
Jesus was that of o God!” 1In like man-
ner the sufferings, the humiliation, the ap-
parent defeats of the Church will prove to
be all for the best. She, like her Master,
must be made perfect through suffering.

Christ could cut off His foes as was done
to the Assyrian host. He could bid the
carth swallow them as it swallowed Korah
and his company. He could hurl His
thunderbolts and scatter them. But this
would make His XKingdom one of terror,
and blood, and death,—not, as it must be,
a Kingdom of gentleness, peace, love. His
sword is not like that of Charlemagne or
Mahomet, mighty to slay, b=t mighty to
save—to break the fetters of the oppressed
and set the captive free.

Nominally and really the kingdom of
Christ has made mighty conquests since

Ho aseended from tho Mount of Olives.
Then His followers were but about 120. In
fifty years they were “alf a million. In
three hundred years they were ten millions;
and now they are (fominally) four hundred
mitlions! The number has never decreas-
ed; but it is constantly increasiug in great-
er ratio. In another hundred years, accord-
ing to the present rate of advance, the
whole human race will at least have some
knowledge of Christ. Eighteen hundred
and thirty years ago Christ and Iis religion
were not known beyond a few small dis-
tricts in Palestine: not a solitary Province
or town or village called itself Christian.
Now all the great civilized nations are
Christian in name; and Furope, America
and Australia, are more or less under
Christian control ; while Asia and Afvica
bire chicfly influcnced by the Christian West,

“If,” says Isaac Taylor, “if there are
any who wishill to Christianity, let them
hasten to prevent the measures of its friends.
Let them teach their babes to hate the
Gospel ; for those who love it are taking
such means to ensure its future triumph as
can scarcely fail of success, and such as, on
common grounds of calculations, that even
the sons and daughters of the present race
of infidels may be involved in the approach-
ing conquests of the Son of David, and that
they shall actually join in theloud hosazna
announc.nig His accession to the throne of
universal IBmpire.”

‘We arc authorised to believe that the
past victories, real and nominal of Christ
and His people are but a preparation for
still more magnificent achievements. Let
us take heed that we shall have a sharein
the great world-wide battle that we may
also be sharers in our Captain’s everlasting
triumph. Much, alas how much! hasto
be done before the triuraph of Jesus is com-
plete. There is work every hour for the
true soldier of the cross. Xight the God
fight of Faith ; lay hold on eternal life.

)
“THE CHOIR.”

‘This is the title of & “ Collection of Sa-
cred Vocal Music for the use of the congre:
gations and families of the Presbyterian
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Chureh of the Lower Provinces of British
North America.,” The importance of the
service of praise is admitied by all. The
Synod has of late years endeavoured to
foster & healthy taste for sacred musie, and
its efforts have to some extent been crowned
with suceess. The admirable collection
under our hand is one striking proof of the
adveunce which has been made.

Hitherto our choirs and singers had to
use a large number of music books, cach
containing but a few tunes suitable for our
church services. ‘This involved trouble and
much expense. Now, all this i3 obviated,
for the “ Choir” contains all, or neatly ali
the popular favorites, besides a very many
new pieces of & high order. And the price
i380 moderate that there can be no com-
plaint on that score. Here we have 487
tuges and anthems, covering 213 pages,
pinted in a style of rare beauty, on excel-
lent paper, for the very moderate price of
69 cents each, when purchased by the
dozen.

It is hoped that the substitution of words
from the Psalms, whenever practicable, for
the Hymns used in all the music books pre-
viously circulated among us, will be re-
[ cerded by the church as a great improve-
BB mot. Thus each Psalm will become as-
@E sociated with suitable melodies, and the
R People will be prepared to join in the sing-
B iy with greater skill and heart. The
B poculiar metre tuncs, and the few carefully
g% scleted longer pieces cannot fail to in-
) crease the attractions of this Book for all
B vho take pleasurc in practising sacred vo-
§ ol music.

The “ Choir” is the resalt of much pa-
BB teut labour on the part of the Synod’s
% Committee on Psalmody, and to the gen-
W temen who formed this Committes the
B gateful acknowledgments of the whole
W church are due. The names of Charles
@@ Robson, Bsq., Halifax, and James Hep-
8 bum, Esq., Pictou, deserve special mention
g inconnection with the preparation of this
IR Book. :

B And now that we have the Book let us
B make the most of it. Our young people
¥2 thould be taught to read musical notation
P ¢ they read the words of a Hymn or

Psalm. It is very rare indeed that a man
or woman is found in any of our congre-
gations that cannot sing if properly tanght,
and if impressed with a duc sense of the
importance of praising the Lord for his
goodness and for his wonderful works unto
the chiliren of men. A copy of the
“Choir”” should be in every family and
every pew. Church choirs will no doubt
adopt it and use it throughout the whole
extent of the Lower Provinces; bug it
should reach beyond the members of choirs,
to everyone who sings and everyone who
should sing in the congregation. In con-
ducting family worship it will also be found
of great use. We hope that Scssions and
Presbyteries will in future pay greater at-
tention to the service of Praise, that our
people may be led to sing with the under-
standing as well as with the Zeaxt, and to
sing skilfully,

Ah, who should sing if not the christian
people of this glorious christian church!
Our highest efforts will fall far short of the
noble words to which we attune our voices.
As we sing God’s praises in God’s own
words, how careful should we be to sing not
slovenly, bunglingly, lazily, discordantly,
carelessly, as too often happens,—but earn-
nestly, skilfully, harmoniously, heartily
and sweetly. Singing God’s praises brings
us nearer to the exercises of Heaven than any
other service in’ which we can engage on
earth. How important then that due at-
tention should be paid to this part of Di-
vine Worship, and that our congregations.
should be trained intelligently to do their
duty! The means are now well nigh with.-
in the reach of all. Let it not be jsaid that
these means are to be persistently and blind--
ly rejected.

‘We have only to add that the Choir is.
for sale by the publishers, A, & W. Mac--
kinlay, Granville Street, Halifax.

ST
Madagascar.

The progress which the cause of Christ.
has of late made on this island is truly re-
markable. At the beginning of the pre.-
sent year there were no less than 20,951.
church members; 1,986 native teachers..
The work is still moving ex,
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THE NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.,

Scaveely one hundred years have elapsed
since Captain Cook visited Western Poly-
nesin xm([l completed the discovery of those
islands to which he gave the name New'
Hebrides.  Two navigators had previously
been there: Quiros in 1606, and Bougain-
ville in 1768, The first discovered the
northern island, and supposed it to be part
of a great southern continent.  I'he second
dispelled this fancy bv ascertaining that
thers was a group of islands. Theinhabi-
tants were so savage that very little was
known of them till recent years., They are
composed of thirty islands, extending over
an area of four hvndred miles, between lati-
tude 14° 29’ N, and 20° 4/ S, and longi-
tude 166° 41/ and 170° 21/ E. Most of
them are small, but two are reckoned to be
at least two hundred miles in circumference.
The largest is Espiritu Santo, the most
northerly. The next in size is Malicolo.
Eight others are of considerable extent, and
include the Isle of Lepers, Aurora, Ambrym,
Api, Fate, Erromanga, Tanna, and Anei-
tyum, which is the most southerly. The
islands are chiefly of & volcanic origin, full
of beauty and fertility. The estimated
number of their inhabitants is about 150,
000; but great reductions have been made
by their barbarous practices, their wars, the
introduction of foreign diseases, and the
recent removal of so many to Queensland
and Fijis. The climate is not very healthy
for Europeans, or cven for the natives of
Eastern Polynesia; but clevated spots can
be found on almost every island suitable for
the residence of foreigners.  One very great
peculinrity prevails in this group—shat
though so near each other, and evidently of
the same race, every island has its own
language, and where it is large, even seve-
raldistinctlanguages. The Samoan group
has one language, so has the Tongan, and
so has the Fijian; but this is an extraordi-
nary exception, and makes the New Hebri-
des a Babel.

The condition of the pecple hasbeen very
Iow in the scaleeven of bargarism. Canni-
balism, infanticide, the strangling of widows
and oppression of females prevailed. The
most degraded superstitions possessed their
minds, and they lived in perpetual fear of
the gods they served.

John Williams was the first who wished
to evangelise the New Hebrides. His large
soul could not be confined to a “single
reef,” and he was ever planning and execut-
ing schemes for the «xtension of the gospel.
He set sail in the :nissionary vessel “Cam-
den,” with great anxiety as to the efforts
about to be made. An extract from a letter
written four days before his melancholy
death will cxpress the state of his mind :—
“Ihave just heard dear Captain Morgan

say that we are sixty miles off the Hebrides,
so that we shall be there early to-morrow
morning. This evening we aro to have g
special prayer-mecting, ~ Oh, how much de-
pends upon the efforts of to-morrow! Wil
the savayes receive us or not? Perhaps at
this moment you, or some ather kind friend
may be wrestling with God for us. Tam
all anxiety —but desire pradence and faith-
fulness in the management of the attempt
to impart the Gospel to these benighted
{:cople, and leave the event to God. I
rought twelve (native) missionaries with
me; two have settled at a beautiful island
Rotuma ; the ten 1 have are for the New
Hebrides and Caledonia.  The approaching
week is to me the wmost tmportant of my life.”
This was after he had won his greatest suc-
cess, aud had published his Missionary Ln.
terprises, which made the Archbishop of
Canterbury say that & new Chapter had
been added to the Acts of the Apostles!
On the 19th November, 1839, teachers were
landed on Tanna, and on the 20th Mt
Williams and Mr. Harris were massacred
at Lrromanga.

From that hour the New Hebrides possess-
ed a deeper interest, and Christians in Great
Britain longed to win these islands to the
cross. But the missionaries in Samoa were
ready to take up the fallen standard of
Williams, and one of their number was de-
puted to hazard his life in an effort to in-
troduce Christian_teachers on Erromanga.
This devoted missionary, the Rev. ‘I'. Heath,
stipulated that, in case he was cut off s
Willinms had been, the work should notbe
abandoned, but that another should follow
in the same Christian cnterprise. e was
successful, and located teacher= at Erroman-
ga in May, 1840; but their sufferings were
soon begun, and had not a mission vessel
touched at the island five months after,
they would have perished. At Dillon’s
Bay, where Williams had been murdered,
teachers were located on this visit, and also
on Fotuna. In 1845 native teachers were
settled on the beautiful island of Fat or
Sandwich. These efforts were nearly all
fruitless, and resulted in the murder of
teachers on Fotuna and Fat® and in their
sufferings and death at Tanna. In the

ear 1842 two Turopean missionaries,

{essrs. Turner and Nisbet, were settled on
Tanna, but an epidemic having appeared
among the natives shortly after, the murder
of the missionaries was resolved upon.
Having suffered much anxiety, the doomed
brethren put to sea in an open boat, and
after being driven back towards the shore
they had left, were providentinlly picked up
by a vessel bound for Samon. In 1848
Messrs. Geddie and Powell attempted mis-
sionary work on_Aneityum. Mr. Powel
after a year's residence returned to his for
mer sphere in Samoa. Mr. Geddic wass
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Presbyterian missionary from the churchin
Nova Scotia. Thus hegan the work of
missions by Presbyterians in the New Ieb-
rides. Tor three years Mr. Geddie and his
wife laboured alone. God blessed their Ia-
Yours, and after many difficulties and trials,
the missionary had the joy of seeing con-
versions to God from among the heathen.
‘Thirteen were baptized on the 18th May,
1852, and the Lord’s Supper observed for
thefirst time. There were then sixty cate-
chumens, eighty learning to read, and a
disposition to receive instruction rapidly
growing among the people.

It was at this juncture that the Border
Maid, the missionary schooner of Bishop
Selwyn, arrived, bringing another DPresbyte-
risn missionary—the Rev. John Inglis—
from New Zealand to labour on the island.
It was an interesting sight to belold the
English bishop generously and gratuitously
taking & Covenanter to a mission field.
It was like an atoncwent for the past,
when the Covenanters were driven from
their churches by the bishops. It was, how-
ever, a Christian serviee. The Bishop of
New Zealand always took a lively interest
in the work of missions in the New Hebri-
des ; and Bishop Patteson has shown equal
regard, and has done many acts of kindness
10 the Presbytevian missionaries, when on
his voyages pursuing his own self-denying
and evangelistic career.

Messrs. Geddie and Inglis have continued
on Ancityum to the present time. The is-
fand is entirely Christinn.  The whole
populationave under instruction.  Portions
of the Seriptures have been printed in the
language of the island. The New Testa-
ment was in 1863 put into the hands of the
Bcople, and they have paid for the printing

y native produce of arrow-root. The
Book of Psalms was printed in 1864, and
this has also been paid for. The Old Tes-
tament from Genesis to Job is now in the
press, under the supervision of the Rev., Dr.
Geddie. The Christian natives have sent
forth several teachers to other islands, and
there are twenty-one of these evangelists
from Ancityum at preseut employed. There
are about sixty employed as teachers on the
island in as many schools.

The effect of Christianity on the morals
of the people has been very striking. The
natives are clothed, and in their right mind.
War has ceased, and so have the vices and
crucltics of their heathen state. Marriage
issacred, and infant life is precious. Wi-
W dows are held_in honour, and the needy

supported, The voice of song and prayer
&8 0 God rises from almost every home, and
B8 the house of God is filled by devout and
decorous warshippers  Life is pure, and
property respected.  And though Aneityum
158 small island, it consumes more British

manufactures than all the other islands of
the New Hebrides. May we not {ruly say,
“ what hath God wrought,"—Dr. Steel. °

S G e
> 3

THE SIMPLEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL AGT
OF HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP.

The silent and invisible descent of the
manna, morning by morning, in pearly
grains, with the pure and nourishing flavor
of tresh olive oil, covering the whole face of
the carth, so that millions had enough, al-
though soon spoiled and disappearing, was
God’s perfect image of his daily satisfying,
and perpetual supply of the wants of his
people. It was the ancient foundation and
seat of the prayer put in our mouths for
ench day: “Give us this day our daily
bread.”

As straight from God we should receive
each daily supply; and no act should be
more heart-felt, and more impressive for
good upon each hungry little one or adult
member of the houschold, than that in
which we lift our hands to bless the Father
above who has remembered us again, and
spread our table before us with good. This
act is most childlike of all our approaches to
a Father; this secms most to make us think
of our home above, and of the union of all
our family again within its doors ; this, like
asacrament, brings back the tenderestscenes
of Christ’s intercourse with his disciples, and
the occasions when he blessed, and brake,
and said, Take, cat; this most suggests the
need of our Father’s strength and guidance
all the the day long, and all our brief life
long.

Ts there a picture in the world so beaunti-
ful as that child by your side, with itsinno-
cent head bowed over, the dimpled white
hands folded together in such simple rever-
ence, while you ask God’s blessing on the
food? How its little heart feels the influ-
ence of that act all the day, even amidst its
plays. Now, shall it learn love alone, and
not duty too ; gratitude alone, and not pity
for other hungry and needy souls? O,
Christian father and mother, whata preci-
ous moment this, three times each day, to
draw that little soul near to Jesus, and to
have those little hands filled by Him, not
alone with bread which shall satisfy its own
want, but with that bread which swells in
such 2 way that the more it is broken the
more it multiplies, and the act of giving in-
ereases it, till thousands may be fed, and
baskets full of fragments be borne away to
strange distant homes.

To be truly froﬁmble, the blessing upon
the daily bread should embody an appro-
priate sentence or connected thought from
God’s word, and thus make sure of his ac-
ceptance and answer. Into it should be
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woven, with the thanks or request for what
is material, a brief and pointed petition for
better and greater gifts from above. The
Bible is ful}f of verses which may be easily
wrought into the shapes suitable to such
desires :

Our Father which att in heaven, we all
wait before thee as children this morning.
Bless the food which Thou hast given us.
This day help us to keep our home abovein
view; lead a{i that we love, and many that
yet know not of it, to walk with us, and
enjoy it for ever, for Jesus’s sake. Amcn,

Lord, give us this day our daily
bread. Yorgive us our sins. And may
thy will be done by us, and by all our race
on carth, as it 18 done in heaven, for
Christ’s sake. Amen.

O thou who satisfiest our mouth with
god, and crownest us with loving kind-
n.2ss and tender mercics, remember all thy
covenants of grace toward us. Help us to
remember thy commandments to do them,
and to make known thy ways and thine
acts, so that all may learn of and serve thee,
we ask for our dear Saviour’s sake. Amen.

Almighty God, thou openest thine hand,
we are filled with good.  Thou hast given
us our meat in due season. May all who
partake of thy bounty in nature learn of
thy gifts of life and peace in Christ Jesus,
and praise thee through His name. Amen.

Great God, in whom we live, and .nove,
and have our being, we bless thee for life
and health, and the food and mercics of this
day. Help us to serve thee in spirit andin
iruth.  And may all who are ignorant of
thee, feel after thee and find thee, in Christ
the Redeemer. Amen.

O Lord, the day is thine, even as the
night is thine. As thou has kept us
through the night so mercifully, assist us
this day to employ our strength, our facul-
ties, our means of every kind, sincerely in
thy service, and for the advance of thy glo-

we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
O Thou who hast prepared a table before
us, and restored our soul, lead us, and
many blind and wandering souls with us,
in the paths of righteousness, to dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever, for thy
name’s sake. Amen.

Thus, thrice a day, as those sons and
daughters gather around and stretch out
their hands to you for bread, drop with it
into each extended paim some precious pre-
cept or promise, which shall be stored away,
a gem which future affliction and toil shall
polish, to be an ornament to their life on
carth, and add to their honor when they
walk with the princes of the kingdom on
high. Nay, it should rather be said that
you drop into thet hand something whose
nature is vital and productive. You fill it
with blessed sced, which increnses, at a
single crop, thirty, sixty, perhapsan hun-

dred fold. You cannot conceive what eter-
nal benefits to countless thousands of man.
kind may follow the effort to make the
simple, beautiful acts of asking the blessing
of God, the Father, Son, and Spirit, upon
rour daily food, meaus of real benefit to the
souls of your children.—Record, Presbyteri-
an Church, U. S.

o
Fiome Rlissons,

St. John's Presbytery.

Believing that all the readers of -the
Record are interested in all the Missionary
operations of our Church, I propose to
give you a glimpse of the work of Home
Missions within the bounds of our Presby-
tery. Our lines have sufficiently lengthened
at least for the present. Qur field extends
from Buctouche, on the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, to the frontior of the State of Maine,
a distance of not less than two hundred
miles in one direction ; and from the Bay
of Fundy to the Grand Falls, nearly two
hundred miles in the other direction. In
this immense arcn we have now fifteen
settled pastors, whose labours are scattered
over not less than thirty-six preaching sta-
tions. We have also, and constituting the
special field of our Home Mission work,
five organized vacant congregations, and
three important mission fields not yet or-

anized. The organized charges are St
Stephen, Baillie, Woodstock and  Rich-
mond, Nerepis and Jerusalem, and Glass-
ville and Florenceville, Of the mission
ficlds—one is in the region of the Tobique,
another in the vicinity of St. John, and
the third is on the northern frontier, bor-
dering on the Gulf. These fields cmbrace
ten or twelve promising stations.

At the present time we have just three
missionary laborers within our bounds—
Mr, Nelson, who is now Jabouring at Nere-
pis and Jerusalem ; Mr. McKay, whois
supplying St. Stephens, and Mr. Joseph
Annand, who is doing duty at Buctouche,
&e.  We have three workmen among eight
field of labor, each containing several sta-
tions. Well may we ask: “ What ar
these among so many 27

During the summer months we were
favoured with the aid of Mr. James Ros-
borough, who ministered with great ac-
ceptance to the Baillic congregation. Rev.
John Home supplicd St. Stephen up to the 8
time of Synod, and since then till recently 3§
ke has supplied Woodstock and Richmond.
The Rev. William Richardson ministered
with much acceptance three Sabbaths st
St. Stephen, and Mr. John Allan, in the
early part of the seasom, preached toge
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lighted congregations at Nerepis,Jerusalem,
Richmond, oodstock and Glassvillo.
Mr, Allan was recalled at the time of Sy-
nod ; Rev. John Home censed to receive ap-

intments at the beginning of this month ;
{})‘I)r. Rosborough has returned to his studies
at Princeton, and Rev. Mr. Richardson
has declined further appointments, so that
we are now left, as stated above, “Wwith just
three assistants.

We have no reason to complain of the
consideration exercised towm'Js us by the
Board of Home Missions. Of men we
have had our share, and of money some-
times perhaps more than our share. Yet
what to do for our mission stations is at

resent an inexplicable puzzle to us. We
endeavour to give them at least a monthly
service, by calling in the aid of scttled pas-
tors. But this course is obviously objec-
tionable on the ground that men whose
labours are already distributed over wide
fields and numerons stations, are required
all the time within their own bounds.

Itis satisfactory to mark a steady im-
provement in the organization and vigor of
all or nearly all sections of our field.  The
Presbytery is endeavoring to teach the
people their d“?" and the people, for the
most part, ave learning with commendable
promptitude to discharge their duty. In
all this there is encouragement. But still
the question is unanswered, What are we
todo for men? Well I suppose we must
do the best we can, and hope for help by
and by.

I am, yours, &c.,
N. McKar,
Clevk: of Presbytery.
St. John, 19th Sept., 1871.

Magdalen Islands,

The Magdalen Islands, seven in number,
werediscoverd by Cabot, on St. Magdalen’s
Day, henee they derived their name.” About
the year 1791, they were settled by French
Acadians and Nova Scotians, and in the
vear 1798 they were granted by the British
Government to the late Admiral Coffin,
They are situated in the Gulf of St. Law-
rence, about 120 miles from Pictou and
sbout 54 from East Point, P. E. Island ;
are 50 or 60 miles in length, and in some
places are extremely narrow. The soil is
generally fertile, and though not much at-
ntion is given to agriculture, yet potuslo‘(l’,)s,

e
great branch of industry pursued however,
I fishing, and during "the summer-season
®§ large numbers of Amcricans resort here to
procure the varied kinds of fish with which
the waters abound. The resident popula-
ton mounts to upwards of 3000, chiefly
8 French; and during the fishing season

g there is & large influx of strangers. Very

little offort has as yet been put forth to sup-
these famishing souls with the bread of lite.
Rarely is & missionary seen among them ;
on some islands the sound of the Gospel is
seldom heard, and no Sabbath Schools are
in existence. The religious training of the
youth is sadly neglected, and many, owing
to the lack of means of grace, are quite in-
different to the interests of their soul’s eter-
nal welfare. The larger part of the people
are Roman Catholics, among whom one
priest labors. The is also an Episcopalian
Clergymani stationed among them, yet they
havemany silent Sabbaths.” Three Schools
are now in operation—taught by Roman
Catholic teachers, though a School House
is now in course of erection for Protestant
children, which will doubtless be supplied
with a teacher when finished.

Being thus situated ont of the reach of
civilization, and deprived of eligious ad-
vantages the inhabitants of these islands
demand some commisseration at our hands.
They are our neighbours, part and parcel
of our Dominion population, yet their spirit-
ual interests are largely uncared for. Here
and there a sprinkling of Presbyterians is
found, and a goodly number of fishermen
from our own shores and from some of our
congregations are located here during the
fishing season. Hence as a church we
shou]g be found during the summer months
endeavouring to supply this people with the
Pearl of Great Price. One of Father
Chiniquy’s students, or alabourer from the
French  Canadian  Missionary  Soclety,
would no doubt gain access to the Acadian
French, and also perform some evangelistic
work among the fishermen. Let the read-
ers of the Record, whose lines have fallen
unto them in pleasant places, not be un-
mindful of their fellow creatures of mankind
living on isiands and in destitute localities,
where the gospel is rarely preached.

s
Ow Loreign Rlissions,

Meeting of the Board.—Funds Re-
quired, .

The Board of Foreigi Missions, met in
New Glasgow on the 12th ult. Members
of the Board were present in good numbers.

A letter was read from Rev. John Mor-
ton, giving interesting and encouraging de-
tails of his worR, for which the reader is.
referred to the letter itself. .Also a letter
from Rev. K. J. Grant, in which, with Mr.
Morton’s entire concurrence, he asks the
countenance and pecuniary aid of the
Board, and the friends of the Mission, in
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getting a suitable place of w: .ship for his
Coolie hearers.

Mr. Granu's letter shews that the ground
has been purchased and nearly pand for,
and the scope of his appeal is, if we provide
the ground surcly gou will shoulder the
burthen of building. The proposal was
regarded with great favour, but this being
the season when the heaviest drafts are
made upon the funds, the Treasurer was
requested to furnish & statement of funds
on hand, and appropriations requiring to
be made within a month. The following
exhibit was made :—

Balance mn hand Juns Ist,I\' S sm 58 °'830 81
Received since June 1st. . . 01

. 324‘37.82
Payments since June 1st.
Mr. \l’urton s cahry to January Ist.
1872........ ceeenes.5620.00
Mr.Gnnt, do “do..e... 620,00
Rev. J.D. \Xumv fromAugust,
1871 to Jan'y, I1S72......0. .. 304.16
Rov. J. W. Mcilcnzie, do.. -. 304,16 1848.33

Balance. . e teeeeaes = - 5649.50
Cnmr JII' ission .Fund
Cash balance on hand, June lst, No\a 1

Scotia, 1416.71.. e e veneennns [YPPOUPPN .03
Received since June Ist...icevreenenn.. 203.80
Cash on hand.. cenerasraanss. - $1582.73
Amount m both funds. ....... 32‘23." 23

Payments requured from Ordinary Fund.
For Dr. chdxes salary in Austra-
lin, for 1872 ceeevninenen
v.J. D \Iurmy‘s salary
Hebrides .. 150
Rev.J. W McEKenzie, do., d 150
Stg.. ... £600 $2920.00
Frowe Crerar Mission Fund.
Passages of four person from Ha-

hfax to Britain, ........... $300 00
Ditto from Britain to Australn,

minimum £290 St coienoee 973.23
Ontf t of two Missionaries, say

€act. voevaennianineness. 400.00 $1673.33
§4593.33

Whole sum in fand. eee Su232.23
Deficiencye. cveccecrrasianerroanenee. ... §2361.10

Making allowance for a balancc in our
favour in the hands of Rev. Dr. Steel, of
Sydney, our agent, of about £100 Sterling,
a sum of $2000 i» required without delay,
in order that the Board may be able to for-
ward remittances as the requirements of the
Mission demand.

The Board then voted from the Crerar
Mission Fund :—

Qutfit for ’\lxssxonm'lcs, av stated ahove,
$200 acheieeriaiiieaienieniiiniaanns $400

Passm.f's to Britain .. ¥

From Liritain to Ausu"\lln, mmmum. ... 973.33

No appropriation was made for medicine
chests or carpenters’ tools, it being hoped
that these would be provided by the liber-
ality of the people, apart from the ordinary
mission fund.

The Board eoncluded that Farewell
Prayer Meetings should be held in St.
John, Charlottetown, Pictou, New Glas-
gow, Truro and Halifax, and found that
this could not be properly carried out,if
the sailing of var Missivraries should be
fixed for October 10th. It was according-
ly determined that the date shall be the
24th of Oct., and the Secretary dirceted to
notify the sub-committees on Tnivn Fare
well Meetings, that they may make the best
arrangements practicable under the cir-
cumstances.

The Sceretary was further directed, so
soon #s he has funds, to transmit without
delay the sums set down for salarics, to
Dr. Stecl, so that these may be in his
hands shortly after Jan’y. 1st, 1872,

In reference to the erection of a mission
building for Coolic Worship at San For-
nando, it was agreed “ That the Board
curdially approves of the proposed under-
tahing, but having ao fuuds to vote in aid,
heartily recommends ovr people to contr.
bute specially to this ohject to the extent
suggested, and directs the publication of
Mr. Grant’s letter, that all the faets of the
case may be known.”

The Secretary was farther dirceted to
call the attentivn of the Church generally
to the increased expenditure involved in
extending our work on two Mission ficlds.

Hitherto no want of funds has been filt
by thi> Board, and unless information of
their need at present is given, many wil?
conclude that their furds are overflowing.
The facts are that five hundred pounds
sterling are required by the time the Mis-
stonaries sail, in order that our whole New
Hebridean expenses may be paid in ad-
vance for 1872, and £250 sterling more on
the 1st Junuary, that the selaries of the
Trinidad Missionaries may be paid for the
next six months also in advance, making
the large sum of 83650,

The immediate attention of Congregt
tions, and Missionary Associations is solicit- &
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el to meet this emergency. Where any of
these have funds cn hand they should be
sent forward without delay, and in many
cases where there are none on hand they
might easily be raised. Our only appeal
consists in this simple narrative of the facts
of the case. Our only reserve fund is held
by the Lord’s people, and the Board who
are merely the Trustees of their liberality,
hereby inform them that more funds are
needed, and as quickly as possible.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Letter from Rev.J. Ingles.

Rev. P. McGregor, Sec of the Foreign Mis-
sions of the Presbyterian Church, Lower
Provinces of the New Dominion.

Axerrvoy, New HEBRIDES,
April 15th, 1871.

3y Dear Sir,—1I am writing you at pre-
sent chiefly on one point, to which I am
desirous of calling the attention both ot
she Board of Missions and the Church,
and that is an increase of missionaries on
this group. Our numbers are again re-
duced; and be assured, we sympathize
deeply and sincerely with your church in
the loss you have sustained. We are
anvious not only to regain our foriner po-
sitinn, but to exceed it. 'We are anxious to
make a vigorous effort, and raise the num-
ler of our missionaries on this group to
twenty at least; and that within the next
five years.  'We are ter just now, and two
new :nissionaries every year, for the next
five ycars, would complete the number.
The proposal is by no means chimerical ;
it is little more than carrying into actual
effeet, what has been virtually agreeil to by
all the churches connected with this mis-
sion. T am doing little more, therefore,
than simply stirring you up, by putting
you in remembrance. The Reformed
Preshyteria, Church of Scotland has three
Tissionaries at present in the field- The
Syand has authorized the Committee to en-
mage one or two more. Well, say iwo.
Thar will make five, and that will be their
quota.  You have only one at present: till
lately you had three. ~But you have, as 1
understand, sbur students engaged for this
mision, one of them nearly ready for be-
Ing licensed.  You can casily support five
bere, in addition to your coolie mission in
Trividad.  Your church is now ncarly
three times the size of ours. The Presby-
terian church in Nova Scotis, in connexion
with the Church of Scotland, have one
misdonary in the ficld and have another
engaged to follow. They will thus support

two. The Presbyterinu Churches in the
Australasian ¢olonies have five in the field.
These all would make seventeen. South
Australia and Tasmania two colonies that
liberally support the Dayspring, have as
yet, no missionary here. They are suffi-
ciently able, and I belicve perfectly willing
to support one ¢ach. Victoria, with its
one hundred and twenty-six congregations,
will easily support three instead of two*
and then our number of twenty would be
complete.

e connot double our number in one
year; but I think without any extraordi-
nary effort it may easily be done in five
years. Our church may have their quota
here, say in two years. A: vour church is
so much reduced at presen. .e may allow
you, say four years. We do nos wish too
many at one time; it is difficult then to get
them advantageously settled. In 1866, six
missionaries came upon us all at once—
three old ones retarned and three new ones
arrived, all requiring to be scitled, and
only four missionaries ‘previously on the
ficld to receive them. We found the ar-
rangement very cmbarrassing; but when
there are only two or £o, there is rarely any
difficulty. :

REASONS FOR EFFORT

Onc reason which is urging us to hasten
this cffort just now, is this : the Dayspring
would supply the wants of the twenty near-
ly as easily as the ten—at least quite casily.
In the Providence of God we have been led
to occupy Santo, and the vessel has thus to
traverse the whole group.  With the twenty
missionaries our field would be no more
extensive than it is with the ten. The
Dayspring might then have to make two
voyages to the colonics every year, instead
of one; but that she has done, on an aver-
age, nearly every second year since she
entered the field. Morceover, the relative
expenses of the vessel would be reduced
one-half, which would be a great matter.
Tt wonld be utilizing nearly a thousand
pounds a year. It is true she has hitherto
supplied the Loyalty Island mission, in &
great measure, as well as our own; but
now that they have their own mission ves-
scl in these sess, that demand is nearly
superseded.

There is, besides, every likelihood that
our openings for new missionarics will be
much more numerous now thun they have
been for some years past, the natives to the
north of the group seem much more acces-
sible than in these southern islands, where
{rom a varicty of causes, their prejudices

® Since writing the above I have Jearned
that the Victoria Church has resolved to send
two more missionaries to the New Hebridess
<0 that ourobjcct is nearer being attained than
we expected.
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against christianity have become so strong,
that it will require some time to eradicate
them. s

ENCOURAGEMENTS TO EFFORT.

In making this proposal we have much
to encourage us, both within and without
the mission. The Lord has to a large cx-
tent graciously blessed our efforts for the
evangelization of the natives. One island
has for a number of years been won over to
christinnity. Wehave churches organized
on othcer three islands, on other four islands
we have missionaries settled, so that we have
missionaries on eight islands. We have
books printed in seven languages. In une
of these the whole of the New Testa-
ment is printed, and more than the half of
the first half of the Old Testament is trans-
lated, and is being printed just now, and a
great amount of preparatory work has been
done, and experience acquimd, which will
facilitate our progress In time to come,
especially if the work is carried vigorously
forward.

‘Without the mission, and looking at the
support we have received, the cncourage-
ment has been marvellous and striking.
Some twenty years ago, in the providence
of Gud, two missionarics met on the island
of Ancityum, representatives of two of the
smallest Presbyterian churches in christen-
dom,—the least of the thuusands of Judah.
Neither the missionaries nor the churches
had had any previous intercourse. The
one of these churches has been more than
doubled since that time, by union with
other churches ; and each, in proportion to
its size, has sent a ]m'gje; band of mission-
aries into this field. But what is more
wonderful and encouraging is, that all the
presbyterian churches in the Australasian
colonics, containing about 350 congrega-
tions, as wcll as another presbyterian
church in the New Dominion, have adopt-
ed this mission as their own Foreign Mis-
sion; and that with a cordiality and unani-
mity which is as surprizing as it is gratify-
ing. Morcover the Dayspring was obtained,
and has been supported in a manner equal-
ly remarkable. 'ic finger of providence
has been conspicuous in the history of this
mission from first to last. In the way in
which these agencies have been brought to-
gether; in the way in which these various
churches have been led to co-operate, there
has been so much of the doings of the Lord,
and so little of the doings of man, that I
cannot but rd it as an carnest of what
the Lord intends to do for us, and by us,
unless we become criminally slothful. I
cannot think that God would have brought
so many churches into this mission,—all
50 cssentially one, in their evangelical and
evangelistic  character, unless he had
thonghts of goodness, and plans of mercy,

to Le developed in this group. I feel as-
sured that he has a great work to accom-
plish among these islands, if the churches
that commenced this mission are only true
to their obligations ; if they only improve
the advantages which God has placed at
their dispusal. Most certainly God las
owned und honoured your church in con-
nexion with this mission. In your leading
the way in this work, in the nunber of
missionaries you have sent into the ficld,
in your sending forth the Dayspring so wdll
adapted and so fully equipped for the work,
in the part you have taken in bringing
other churches into the field, as well us in
the direct results of your operations in this
group; and if she continue true to her
position, as I have no doubt she will, no
one can foresee what the Lord may yet
honor her to do.

DIFFICULTIES NOT INSURMOUNTABLE.

Itis true there are formidable difficulties
to be encountered, and much in our posi-
tion and prospects that is fitted to dis-
courage; but is there not something of the
kind in cvery mission? Of these difficul-
ties the savage and degraded character of
the natives is one of the most apparent;
it strikes you the moment you land on
these shores.  But it has been fully shown
that the Gospel can overcome_this diticul-
ty. Another formidable hindrance is the
number and diversity of the languages—
nearly as many languages as there islands,
and all very widely different. But thisis
not an insurmountable obstacle; it is be-
ing removed, and will yicld to patience,
persevering labour, and the blessing of God.

THE CLIMATE.

The climate is certainly the most formid-
able of all our difficultics; its demands
hiave been so heavy upon physical energy,
upon health and life, that people fecd
alarmed. We are not surprised that your
young men are afraid to come out here.
It would be unwise and uusafe cither to
ignore, or to underrate this danger I
certainly regard it as the most fornmidable
difficulty we have to contend with in this
mission’; more formidable perhaps, than
all the others put together. It must be re-
cognized, calculated upon, provided care-
fully against in every step that we take
But from what we know now, we can se
that, beyond a fair, or at most a high,
average, the causes of sickness and muortali-
ty in this group arc, to a large extent, pr-
ventible.

When we came to live on Ancitvum,
nineteen years ago, this island bore a worse
name for being unhealthy, than any island
of the group does at the present day It
was thonght then that almost nobody could
live here, without being under fever and
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ague nearly one half of the year. The
Samoan teachers, and the mission families
first on the island, as well as other resi-
dents, had suffered very much. On this
account we came provided with every thing
we could procure, considered necessary to
preserve health.  Dunng these nineteen
years, however, the mission families on
Aneityum have enjoyed o fair measure of
health, and it has always been the sanato-
rium, to which they have fled from the
other islands.

SOUND CONSTITUTIONS REQWIRED.

Noune, however, should be sent to this
mission but persons in good health, of a
sound constitution, and who arc able to
“rough it.” Expericuce has led the Lon-
don Missionary Socicty and others to adopt
a rule—that both missionmies and their
wives shall be subjected to a medical ex-
amination as to their health, before being
sent out. On the~islands much can be
done to preserve health, by the careful
sclection of a locality to live in, the proper
construction of houses, attention to food,
clothing, exercise, medicines, and the laws
of health in general. These are important
every where, but they are especially so
here. As regards our own lives, the sixth
commandment may apparently be trifled
with elsewhere with impunity ; but not so
here, fur the penalty here follows fast upon
the transgression.

MEANS OF HEALTH.

Among other means essential for pre-
serving health permanently in theseislands
isachange to the colonies or elsewhere now
and again, for a longer or shorter period.
This instead of being a loss to the mission
would prove & great gain in the end. The
London Missionary society has recently
passed and published some resolutions on
this subject, applicable to their missionaries
in these seas, which are considered very
judicious, but I have not yet seen a copy
of them. However, none of the group
which they occupy are so unhealthy as the
New Hebrides. But with the Dayspring
at our command, and our close.and friend-
Iy relations with the Australasian presby-
terian churches, this arrangement will be
0o Jonger o serious difficulty.

LESSONS OF EXPERIENCE.

Butnothing is more dificult than to
make new comers realize their danger.
Accustumed to living chiefly by sense, in
rlation to health and sickness, they cannot
understand with it is to live by faith in this
matwr. Thereis nothing more difficult for
us than tu realize theinvisible; and she ma-
lariu which can be detectea, neither by the
senses, nor by the most carefully conducted
cheininal cxgerimcnts, is somcthing they
caunot embody in their minds as an ex-

istence ; it scems to be only the phantom
of our exaggerated fears. Accustomed in
northern climates to trace almost every
diseasc up to a cold, when our young
friends come here and find no symptoms of
cold, nothing but a climate the most agree-
able, whose existence itself is enjoyment,
when, in these circumstances we warn
them against & danger they cannot per-
ceive, they look up into our faces with a
wondering incredulity, to sece if we are
really serious, or if serious, to examine if
we are really sane. They feel no cold;
nothing can be so delightful as this cven-
ing air, so balmy, so refreshing, and as for
this unseen, imperceptible miasmata, which
they hear compared to the Evil One, at
once for the certainty of its existence, and
again for the mysterious character of its
influences, it scems to them like the ghosts
and hobgoblins of other days, and they
feel inclined to laugh at our superstitious
fears. They cannot deny but that others
have suffered ; but then there was some-
thing different in former cases that cannot
apply to them, and thus on the well known
principle that—
** All men think all men mortal but them-
selves,?
they continue to act much as they would
do at home, till one day, when they least
think of it, they feel a strange cold, and a
peculiar languor coming over them, and
they are in 2 fever and ague, which, ac-
cording to the description of those best ac-
quainted with it, “comes galloping but
goes away creeping,” and then follows the
exclamation—* what o strange climate
this is 1” :
PARENTAL INFLUENCB AND MISSIONS.

In appealing to parents for their children
for this work, one, almostinvariable answer
we receive is this: * they would willingly
give them up, but they do not show any
inclination for the work themsclves, and
they do notlike to influence them.” But
why notinfluence them 2 This, as it ap-

¥s to us, is the very point where parent-

al duty fails. Every parent is expected to
influence his child to give his heart to God,
and make a4 profession of his faith in Christ.
Why not then influence them in the same
way to become ministers or missionarics,
if they evince sufficieat capacity? They
are not to force them against their will. But
surely it is their duty to influence them as
far as possible by their prayers, their ex-
ample, and their conversation ; by putting
suitable books into their hands—by bring-
ing them within the range of such other
influences as .might operate favourably
upon them, and by keeping them, as far as
ssible, out of all contrary influences.
Kgany of our best missionaries have been
led to devote themselves to this work from
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reading the lives of other missionaries who l

had gone before them. It was the ponder-
ing over of the first question in the Shorter
Catechism that was the initiatory step in
Lady Glenorchy’s conversion, and in that
noble life of Christian usefulness which she
afterwards led. Dr. Chalmmers has well
shewn, in one of his lectures, (the 91 on
the Romans}, that when God requires us
to forgive and love even our encmies, he
does not intend us, by doing so, to contra-
vene any part of our mental or moral con-
stitution.  Christ’s injunction is: *“ If he
repent forgive him;” the repentance is to
precede the forgiveness, which removes all
the difficulty to a Christian spirit. We are
to love our enemies, but it is not with a
love of complacency or delight, as we love
our friends, but simply with a love of bene-
volence or pit,, un({ the thought of the re-
tribution that awaits them, if fully realized
in our minds, will produce this pity; so
that loving them in this way will be na-
tural and easy. So in influencing young
people to become missionaries, there is no
need of contravening any part of their
mental or moral constitution, or of leading
them to engage in a work for which they
would have no heart. ¥ the right influ-
ences are brought to bear upon ghem, these
will give them heart, Jove, and life for the
work. Let christian life, ministerial cha-
racter, and missionary Jabonrs be presented
fully and forcibly before them, as bearing
on the glory of God, their own usefulness
and happiness, and the present and future
well-being of their fellow men; let i
feel that in becoming missionaries they are
vot, like those engaged in purely seeular
occupations, however useful, honest and
honourable, operating simply on perishable
materials, they are operating on mind and
spirit ; they are affecting dircetly the high-
est interests of humanity—the effects of
their Iabours are not confined to time, they
will extend intoand through all eternity.

ONE PROFLSSION OPEN.

From what cver cause, there can be no
doubt, that those influences, which would
Jead young men to become missionaries,
are brought to bear far too lightly oun the
rising youth of the churches. Every church
and every missionary socicty is crippled for
want of agents. Why is this, while every
other profession s over-supplied with can-
dillates—the medical, the legal, the literary,
the mercantile, the agricultural—the mis-
sionary profession alone is under-supplicd.
And why should it be so? Surely there is
nothing in the life of a missionary in these
latter decades of this ninetecnth century,
as seen even from a worldly stand point,—
nothing in his labours, his perils, his pover-
ty, or his reproaches, that should stagger
any brave, earnest-hearted christian youth.

On the other hand, as seen from the same
puint of view, there seems to be now falliny
to his share a pretty fair portion both of
earthly rewards and worldly honour.,
While the crowning promise, from another
stand-point, is—*“They that be teachers
(Marg.) shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament ; and they that turn any to
rightcousness, as the stars for ever and
ever. (Dan. 22.3.)

DR. GEDDIE’S STATION.

There is one other point to which I wish
to call your particular attention, and that
is the tmmediate sending out of @ missionary

Jor Dr. Geddie’s station.” Mr. Blue, who wus
appointed to oceupy it while Dr. Geddie
was to be absent, carrying a portion of the
Scriptures through the press, resigned his
appointment, which led the Dr. and his
family to 1 turn here last year. No one,
so far as we are aware, has been appointed
in Mr. Blue’s place. And now, that Mrs,
{ Geddie has made up her mind not to return
to Ancityum, and the Dr. is suspending
the printing of the Scriptures for nine
months, to come down here and keep the
station open himself till the end of this
year, and to return to Victoria at that time
to resume his editorial labours—sonie defi-
nite arrangement must be speedily made.

The Dr. has no doubt, as he intended,
explained to you fully the circumstances
of the case.  But as he specially urged me,
before hie left the island, to write you, and
back up his application, I write you on this
puiae 30 COmpiiance with his request.

In the present state oy the mission, And-
tyum is by far the most important island
of the group. It is the basis o f operations
for all the other islands, Dr. G -ddie’s sta-
tion, being at the harbour, where all ves-
sels come in and anchor, and w.-cre the

{ Dayspring has her headquarters, is decid-
cdly the most important of the two mi-<ion
stations on the island; and were it to be
left vacant for any length of time, this
state of things would ve highly injurions
to this island, and disadvantageous to the
whole mission.

In settling new missionaries, we have
hitherto acted on the principle of locating
them in the stations most open on their ar-
rival, without any reference to the church
by which they were supported, or to which
they belonged ; and in filling up stations,
as they become vacant, it is probable the
same principle will, in_general, be adopted.
It was even mooted that that should be

done in reference to YrXGeddic’s station,

if & suceessor do not mrive soon. The Dr.

had even proposed to his son-indaw, Mr.

Neilson, to come over from Tanna and

| take his place. Other things being equal,
nothing would be more natural than for

i Mrs. Neilson to succeed her mother, and
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to me, personally, nothing would be more
agreeable, than to have a co-missionary on
the island so able, so earnest, and so work-
able as Mr. Neilson. But two formidable
objections presented themselves to this ar-
rangement.  In the first place Mr. Neil-
son’s scttlement on Tanna was effected
with difficulty, and these same difficulties
might all returnif his station was left va-
cant, and he has not yet been three vears
at Port Resolution. "He has now acquired
so much of the language, and such an ac-
quaintance with the people that he is fast
acquiring an influence over them, and were
that station to be left, just at the point
where it was once and ‘again broken up
Lefore, it would be most injurious to the
Tanna mission, and not to be thought of
unless under the most pressing emergency.
In the next place, Ancityum and Ancélicau-
hat have, for nearly & quarter of a century,
been familiar as household words to the
friends and supporters of your mission.
And it Is still the only station occupied b
your church, where the effects of the wor
have been either extensive or of long stand-
ing. To pass this station into the hands
of a nissionary belonging to another
church, would be depriving your church of
her most cherished associations, in con-
nexion with that mission, and would be an
arrangement not to be entered into without
your distinct and deliberate approval ; and
even were that griven, I should be sorry, for
the general interests of the mission, to see
it carried into effect.

To do justice to yourselves and to the
general interests of the mission, it should
be uecupied without delay, by one of your
best men. A man of Dbusiness habits, of
missivnary spirit, of & workable disposition,
end in whom the church has entire confi-
dence. In many respects an ordained
minister, with some = years experience,
would be preferable to a young man. No
one need be afraid to come to this island.
They would be as safe here as in Nova
Scotia. The mission premises are com-
modions, convenient and comfortable. He
would not he coming to “ rough it,” but to
reenter civilized life. Praying that the
spirit of wisdom and connsel may rest
largely on your Board in all their delibera-
tions.

I remain, my dear sir,
Yours very truly,
Jonx INgLis.

Work in Micronesia.

The new “ Morning Star” sailed from
Honolulu on the 22d ult,, on her first yoy-
ageto Micronesia. Her departure called
together & large concourse of forcimners
und Huwaiians, She was freighted with the
fichest eargo which ever lefs our port.

There were old and veteran missionarics
returning to their former fields of labor,
and new missionaries going forth for the
first time, full of hope ‘and buoyant with
fond anticipations of success. The former
class included the Rev. B. Snow and wife,
the Rev. A. A. Sturges, Mrs. Doane, and
tho Rev- H. Bingham and wife; while in
the Intter class were the Rev. Mr. Whitney
and wife, with two Hawaiian assistants and
their wives.

The day before the sailing of the vessel,
most opportunely, there was an arrival
from Sydney, which brought letters from
Micronesia, announcing the progress of the
missionary work in that part of the Pacific
isles. The old King of Apaing had died;
but his son, as successor, had come out
boldly on the side of the mission. The
number of readers was rapidly increasing,
and there was a loud call for more books.
Fortunately, the “DMorning Star” goes
freighted with a large supply of books fov
the schools on all the islands. It is a note-
worthy fact that the missionaries have heen
obliged to reduce four distinet languages
toa written form, and to prepare books and
translations in all. The Rev. Mr. and Mrs,
Bingham alone can prepare books in the
language of the Gilbert Islanders, the Rev.
Mr. and Mrs. Snow in the Ifusaien dialect,
the Rev. Messrs. Sturges and Doane in the
Bonepean, and Mr. Snow in that of the
Marshall Islanders. It needs but a glance
at their ficld of labor to convince the ob-
server that these missionaries oceupy no
sinccures. They have been called to a

reat work, and most admirably are they
fitted for that work.

Considering how much has been done,
it is diffienlt to realize the fact that all this
has been accomplished in the short space
of nineteen years. The schooner “Caro
line” sailed with the pioneer missionaries
for Micronesia. in 1852, July 15th; hence
therecent departure of the “ Morning Star”
might almost be regarded as making the
19th anniversary of that mission. Itisa
little singular that Messrs. Snow and Stur-
ges, with their wives, were among the
original missionaries; but now they go
forth again, yet under far different aus-

ices. Now they go to islands evange-
Ezcd and churches organized.— Cor. Inde-
pendent.

—

TRINIDAD MISSION.

Lietter from Rev. J. Morton.
Sax FerNANDO, AGG. 7, 1871.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—Since I last
wrote you Mrs. Morton has been prostrated
by a severe attack of marsh fever. Wea
were in consequence obliged to remove to
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San Fernando, and have been forbidden to
return at least during the wet season. I
need not repeat what has been written you

by Mr. Grant, nor can I anticipate the fu-’

ture. It is enough that we arc obliged to
remain in the meantime.
SCHOOLS.
Mr. Grant wrote you about the opening
of the Couva school, at which I could not
be present. In arranging our work it has

fallen to me to take the oversight of this |

school. It is getting on well. The day I
visit the school I also hold a mecting in the
hospital on that Estate, and another at the
hospital of Sevilla Estate. There are gene-
rally from 30 to 40 paticnts in cach of these
hospitals. Our Gulf steamers are now in
the hands of G. Turnbull, Esq., proprictor
of Sevilla and other Estates, un}(; I am al-
lowed n free passaze when on mission duty.
Yean leave San Fernando at 7 a. M. and
have six or seven hours at Couva and return
at 6 r.3. Mr. Turnbull wrote me that he
would bear the expense of a schovl for his
Coolie children, but there has been some
delay in forwarding the necessary papers to
his agents here. ' We may expect, {:uwcwr,
that thero will be a second schoul vpened
in Couva before wmany months. At the
Lothians Estate a heathen Coolie is teach-
ing a class of fifteen to read Hindi. Last
week 1 supplied them with fifteen gospels
as text-books tor the class—each lad to own
his gospel when he is able to read it to my
satisfaction. Necarly half the class will be
able to do this in a week or two. The pro-
prietor has also prepared a room in which
& Christian Coolie servant of his will teach
English some three hours every afternoon.

The proprietor of Palmyra Estate pro-
mised me $100 per annum toward the ex-

ense of a school for the children of that

state, and I opened a school there last
week—attendance six Creole children,
twelve Coolie children, and twelve Coolie
young men. The school is taught from
12 noon till 5 P. 3. ; and at least half of the
pupils are at work in the forenoon and come
after their day’s work is done. Ihave been
holding meetings at Palmyra for some time.
The head driveris a very intelligent Coolie,
but a devoted Moslem—and does not dis-
guise his hatred of Christianity. He is
confederate too with a Mohammedan leader
in Iere village. The latter has been endea-
vouring to induce Mohammedans to with-
draw their children from the Iere school,
but so far has not in a single instance suc-
ceeded. And I trust that the Palmyra
school will suceeed in the face of opposition.

INQUIRERS.

For some time I have had five candidates
for baptism under instruction.
them will require & good deal of instrac-

One of

tion yet. Two of them were Brahmans,
named respectively Annajee and Balaram,
the former 28 years of age, the latter 24,
The first time I saw them I invited them
to come and see me and my books, which
they did ; but they opposed with considera-
ble” determination some of the Christian
doctrines. I gave them the gospel of Matt.
in Hindi, which they speak and read well ;
and asked them to read it and come back
and tell me what they thought of it. In
due time Annajee returned, (Balaram was
sick in the Estate hospital) and I was very
much pleased with his answers. He had
kept the gospel three weeks, and he was as
intimately acquainted with its contents as
a very intelligent pupil ina well-taught
Bible class. After travelling over a good
deal of ground he closed the interview, by
asking to be received as an applicant for
baptism. I told him to wait—to read and
_consider more and count the cost fully, and
i1 sent him away with the Gospel of John,
Being indentured Coolies they could only
come on Sabbath, but they came again in
two weeks. The story of the word made
flesh—of Nicodemus and the marriage of
Cana, and the woman of Samaria, and
much more they had well mastered; and
both of them nurged that I should reccive
and train them for baptism. I accordingly
did so. Other parts of the scriptures were
diligently studicd. So far as I know there
is but one complete copy of the Hindi scrip-
turcs in Trinidad, and thatis my own—
And as I was very anxious to see what im-
pression the Epistle to the Romans would
make on them, Ilent them my own copy
of the New Testament with Romans asa
task. The result wasin every way satis-
factory. Ihad not before formally explai.
ed the doctrine of justification by faith to
them, and Iknew that McKnight had writ-
ten a commentary on the Romans without
having discovered the doctrine theye. Twas
pleased therefore to find that these two
Coolies had learned from the Romans”
that sinners are held to be just on account
of the righteousness of Jesus Christ, which
they receive by faith. Their account of the
14th chapter on eating and days was very
good. DBut the passage which scemed to
affect them most was the 8th chapter from
the 28th verse to the end. I do netsay
that they understood all that is in the Epis
tle. On the contrary ; the first thing they
said of it was that there were some very
deep things in it which they could not un-
derstand. Genesis was next gone oven
and the commandments and baptism.

BAPTISMS.

On the last Sebbath of July I baptized
thern, Joseph Annajee and Benjamin Bals-
ram. They came here in the same ship,
were sent to the same Estate, have roomed
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together ever since, and wero baptized the
same day; and just before their baptism
they read the story of Joseph and his breth-
ren. I have thereforo numed them after
the sons of Rachel. Annajee is the clder
and best taught. He reads and speaks
English very well. Before his baptism I
had arranged with the proprietor of his
Estate, and with the Governiment, to have
him transferred to me. The Government
very kindly offered to forego all farther
fees, and, on paying the Estate for lost time,
he became my Coolie & week ago. He is
the teacher of the Palmyra school. Bala-
ram has to remain on the Estate and com-
plete his term of labour; but he will spend
nis Sabbaths with Annajee, and attend
Sabbath school and church.

_ A vear ago these men were initiating dis-
dplesinto the Hindu faith.  Annajee gave
up his book to me, which I will keep as a
trophy. It is Sanskrit with explanations
in thc_\ vernacular of Bombay, and has as a
froutispicce, Arjun and Krishau with
chariot and horses. The others wnom I
baptized were Madras Coolies. The man
cean read Tamil very well, and I gave him
tracts from time to time and instructed him
in Fnglish, which he understands pretty
well. For T do not speak any of the lan-
gaazes of Southern India.  He gave up the
follies of hi< countrymen, and, after reading
the New Testament, began morning and
evening prayer with his wife. Her English
is not good, and she has been principally
taught by him. Thu they advanced step
by step, and yesterday I first married them
and then baptized them,—Jobn Kauyapa
and Margaret Terude Kauyapa. "Their
marriage was merely a matter of form to
obtain legal recognition in Trinidad, for
they were married in Madras, according to
the castom of their country when young,
and have lived together ever since. They
had none of their heathen countrymen at
the marriage and no feasting after it.—
These four were all baptized in their native
dress, which T was glad to see, for I think it
great folly to insist that a Christian must
wear the garb of an Englishman. 1 some-
times wish I conld don the light garments
of the Coolie.

TRACTS AND SCRIPTURES.

We have been getting parts of ghe Serip-
tures from England %ut cannot obtain
anything like an adequate supply; and a
supply of tracts and scriptures which came
from India to a Baptist minister here some
years ago is almost exhausted. I theretore
wrote Dr. Duff] enclosing a somewhat long
list of what was presently required. I had
avery kind letter in reply, in which the
Dr. informs me that only in Caleutta can
we obtain what we want in Bibles, Tracts,
Hymn Books, &c., and that he had sent on

the order to Calcutta. I also sent to Col.
Gordon, Sec’y. of the Church Vernacular
Education Society for India, for a supply of
the Society’s books for our schools, guz for
the same reason the order has been sent on
to Mr. Murdoch, the Indian Scc’y. of the
Socicty. 'We hope shortly to reccive these
books by Coolie ships. I think of forming
a Society here to import these books direct
from India, and thus secure a regular and
adequate supply without burdening your
missionaries, who have hitherto borne the
expense themselves, or applying to your
Board, The supply ordered now will not
likely cost less than £20 stg.

USUAL WORK GOING ON.

Though living in San Fernando I keep
up all my meetings as before. So far as
the Penal Scttlement, and Couva, and the
Hospital here, and assisting in the supply
of Mr. Lambert’s congregation are con-
cerned, itis more convenient residing in
San Fernando. And as Palmyra lies on
the Gravelled Road half way between this
and Tere, 1t is cqually convenient; but for
the rest of my field I have more travelling.
Fifteen inches of rain fell in July, and the
mud in places is quite indescribable; but I
have not missed & mecting on account of
the weather. JIn the wet season the people
have moreleisure. I feed thankful that last
dry scason I fairly pushed the language oat
of my way, and that I can now give all my
time to work. Mrs. Morton’s health is im-
proving. My own is good, and it is plea-
sant to gather the first fruits.

THE COOLIE TRADE.

A paragraph has been going theround of
the papers detailing the horrors of a Coolie
ship burned at sea, and stigmatizing the
Coolie trade as slavery. Coolic Immigra-
tion to the British West Indies and Dema-
rara scems to be very carcfully conducted.
The * City of Boston” was never heard of]
and the * Himalaya’ went on the rocks at
Cape Sable, so a Coolic ship may be lost;
but under Bridsh rule there have been re-
markably few disasters. The last two ships
that brought Coolies here had over 700 be-
tween them. One was four months at sea,
and had three births and three deaths. The
other was three months at sea, and had
four births and seven deaths,—so that be-
tween them they only landed three fewer
than they took on board.

Yours very sincerely,
Jonx MORTON.

Le*ter From Rev. K. J. Grant

SANFERNANDO, Aug. 7, 1871.
Rev. and Dear Sir,—Hitherto I have re-
frained from referring to an important mat-
ter, which has given me much thought dur-
ing the past six months. I will be silent
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no longer. It is very evident. that the
erection of a Coolie church is almost essential
to our success in this town. We have
spoken of our school, of its relation to the |

vernment, and of the probability that
the Government will provide in full for its
support from the beginning of 1872. Now
Trinidad is not a stranger to the vexatious
controversics about religious instruction
in Common Schools. Itis even contrary
to the Law of the Island to use a public
school-room for such services as are usually
conducted in church.

Previous to the opening “of our school &
Sabbath school, attended principally by
Creoles, and under the management of
Mr. Lambert, was held in the building we
now occupy. On his removal I took the
superintendence, and it is now largely at-
tended by Coolies, old and young, Iout have
cautiously guarded against anything that
would lead to complications with the Gov-
ernment, consequently when Aziz Ahmud
was buptized, I'took him to Iere Village.
‘The Presbyterian Church of this place is
kindly placed at our service, when not re-

uired by the congregation, but it is out-
side of the Coolic community, and any at-
tcm(})t to secure anything like a good at-
tendance would unquestionably result in
a failure.

Of Coolies under instruction six are can-
didates for baptism. Tour of these were
recently married according to the usages of
the Presbyterian church, Mr. Morton con-
ducting the service in Hindostani. Itis
desirable that as many as possible of their
countrymen should witness the service, but
under present circumstances we, will be
obliged to do it as in a corner.

About the first of July, in conversation
with o few of the more interested Coolies,
I expressed regret that we had not & church
asothers to worship in. They inquired
why have we not a church? On replying
that want of means was the barrier—one
stated, I will give you $20, another I wiil

ive $10, another $5, &c., so that $45 were |
immediately promised. Feeling encour-
 aged I commenced & general canvass, and
in nearly evexy casc, there was a hearty,
and# considering all the circumstances, 1
may add a liberal response. I then laid
the matter before Mr. Morton, and he felt
as myself, that immediate action was ne-
cessary. Learning that o lot of land was
for sale in a desirable locality for a Coolie
chureh, and offered at a moderate price,
we resolved to purchase. The lot is 55
feet by 260 feet, sufficient for & church and
awelling house with its appendages, with
a well which is said to be unfailing—this
adds materially to the value of the proper-
ty, as water conveniences are often provid-
ed at a cost of S200. We have agreed to

pay $460 for the property, to swhich $15

may be added for survey, title deed, &c.
To meet this I have in hand, collected
from Coolies, $140, $100 additional pro-
mised, and in this District I fecl confident
we will raise the balance from Coolics in a
few months.

But how provide for the ercction of a
church 2

This is & question which wo are obliged
to submit to your Board, aud patiently
await an answer, .After the hearty in-
terest shown by the Coolies it would be
unfortunate if the land lay unoccupicd,
and yet at the threshold of our work here,
it is with great reluctance I apply to the
Board for aid. We think & {;ui ding 50
by 28 feet would be a suitable size, and
thou;};h‘materials here are very expensive,
yet the estimated cost would not exceed
81400, as we require simply a shell to protect
from sun and rain. If the church at home
in the meantime provided $1000, we would
use all diligence to provide the balance.

The prospects of the Mission are good,
and I am persuaded that the importauce of
this undertaking will be appreciated by
your Board.

Allow a word of explanation, lest a
falsc impression be comveyed. Only 2
small proportion of these people are chris-
tians, yet they ave friendly \vitﬁ us, They
have the conviction, I believe, that we la-
bour for their interests, and as our school
is in & public corner, hundreds from the
country around look in as they pass by,
and are capable of appreciating in some
measure our work. Many appear to be in
an uunsettled state of mind, and by the
blessing of God, on patient continuance in
presenting the truth, we will by aud by
witness gratifying results.

I am, yours sincerely,
K. J. GrANT.
Rev. P. G. McGregor, Sccretary B. F. M,

e e e
Aews of $he Glane

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

The Presbytery of P. E. Island metat
Strathalllyn, on the 24th Aug., and after
Sermon by the Clerk was constituted.
Having met for Presbyterial visitation, the
questions of the formula were severally ad-
dressed to the minister, the elders, the ses-
sion and the managers. The apswers to
these questions showed that upon the whole,
the congregation, both financially and sgl-
ritually is in a tolerably healthy state. The
spiritual office-bearers seem to be discharg:
ing their duty with commendable zeal;
visiting the congregation in health and afflic-
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tion, exercising vigilant care over the young
and maintaining  prayer-mectings and
Sabbath-schools throug%x the Congregation.
There ave six prayer-meetings all well at-
tended, and as many Sabbath-schools with
a staff of twelve teachers and over one
hundred pupils. From the report of the
Dencons and Managers it appears that the
salary promised is £150, the minister hav-
ing in addition, the frec use of a house and
glebe, that the salary is raised by pew-rent,
aad that they have contributed to schemes
of the church and other religious and be-
nevolent purposes during the past year the
sum of £41°16s. 9d. The Presbytery re-
gretted to find that there arc some arrcars
due the pastor, but are of opinion, that the
deficiency is entirely the result of the pew-
rent system, which the congregation” has
adopted for raising the minister’s salary.
In summing up the whole, the Presbyter
unanimously resolved to express their high
gratitication at the many satisfactory an-
swers given to the questions preseribed for
such visitations, and to encourage the office-
bearers and congregation to preserve and
aim at higher attainments. At the same
time, they felt ealled on to suggest that an
additional number of elders is required,
that greater attention might probably be
paid to the young by means of Bible-classes
and otherwise; thatan improved method
of raising the stipend be adopted by the
congregation, they also devise means to in-
crease their pastor’s salary, and report to
the Presbytery at the close of the present
year.

Mr. Framo accepted the call to West St.
Pgter’s, and Mt. Stewart, His connection
wx.th the congregation of Summerside, ter-
minateson the 29th inst., and his induction
into his new sphere of labor will take place
on 7th Scptemberz at Mount Stewart, at
7oclock, par. ¢

On Rev, Mr. Frame’s acceptance of the
call to West St. Peter’s and  Mt. Stewart,
the Presbytery wonld record their gratitude
to the Great Head of the Church for the
sbundant success which has attended his
Iabors at Summerside, and would earnestly
pray that his ministry may also be blessed
in his new sphere of duty.

J. McL. McLeop,
Clerk of Presbytery.

Presbytery of Pictou.

This Preshytery met in John Inox
Church, New Glaszow, on the 29th August.
There was a large attendance of ministers
and elders. Rev. Thomas Cumming de-
clined the call from John Knox Church.

The Presbytery then took up the subject

nion as remitted by Syno£
, After having largely discussed the subject
in Committee of thio wholo house, the Rev.

Mr. Patterson moved : “ That the Presbyte-
ry report to Synod that in present circum-
stances & Union of all the Presbyterian
Churches in British North Americs i not
desirable, but that the negotiating churches
should adopt all prudent measures to effect
a Union between those bodies occupying
tho same territory, viz., the Canada Pres-
byterian Church, and the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland in the U{)per Provinces;
and the Presbyterian Church of the Mari-
time Provinces, in conncction with the
Church of Scotland, and the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinees, of these
Provinces; and that the Synod should en-
deavour to eftect such Unionson a common
basis, so that thus the way may be so far
prepared for a Union of the whole, should
circumstances in Providence afterwards in-
dicate that this was theirduty.”  Thismo-
tion was seconded by the Rev. Mr. Thomp-
son.

The Rev Dr. Bayne moved inamendment,
“ That the Presbytery report to Synod that
Union between the negotiating churches is
desirable, but that they desiderate further
information as to the Articles of Basis, and
important details before final adjudication
by the whole church.”

This amendment was seconded by the
Rev. William Grant. When these resolu-
tions were put to vote, there voted for Mr.
Patterson’s motion 5, and for Dr. Bayne’s
amendment 13. The Presbytery therefore
agreed to adopt the amendment as their re-
port to Synod.—In reference to the Basis it
was agreed to recommend that the Larger
Catechism be included in the Basis, and in
reference to the Civil Magistrate Circa Sac-
ra a preference was expressed for the lan-
guage contained in the Basis of 1860.

It was agreed to appoint the Rev. J. F.
Forbes to be Moderator of the Session of
Antigonish Church.

It was agreed to hold the next mecting
of Presbytery in James’ Church, New Glas-
gow, on Sunday, October 10, at 11 4. 31,
for ordinary business.

Jony McKixnow, Clerk.

Presbytery of St. John.

St. Davin’s Cuuren, St. Jonx, }
Sept. 1st, 1871.

At which time and place the Presbytery
of St. John in connexion with the Presby-
terian Church in the Lower provinces, met
pro re nata, and was constituted, in the
absence of the Moderator, by the Rev. S.
Houston. The Moderator explained the
object of the meeting, when the action of
the Moderator in summoning the Presbyte-
Ty was approved, and the Presbytery pro-
cecded to business. The Committes o
pointed_to precognize the charges made
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against the Rev. John Home submitted
their report, giving an account of their visit
to St Stephen and embodying evidence tak-
en in committee. The Clerk also reported
that he had notified Mr. ome of this meet- ,
ing, and asked him to submit a written
defence as he had stated his intention of
doing; and alsv tosubmit the names of any
witnesses he wished to call in order that
they might be duly cited. No reply to
these communicaions had been received
from Mr. Home. On motion, and after
lengthened conference upon the subject in
all its bearings, it was unanimounsly agreed
“ That in view of the information furnished
in the Report of the Commitee the Presby-
tery deem it inexpedient to further employ
the Rev. John Home as a laborer, under
the direction of this Presbytery.” The
Olerk was instructed to notify Mr. Home
of this decision, and the Rev James Bennet
was appointed to supply Woodstock and
Richmond vn Sabath first. Mr. K. McKay
was appuinted to supply Mr. Bennet's pn?—
pit on that day; and after next Sabath to
preach at _St. Stephen until further notice.
The Presbytery then adjourned and the
meeting was closed with prayer.

REPORT OF THE DEPUTATION APPOINTED
TO VISIT BALMON RIVER CONGREGA-
TION.

The visitation of the Salmon River con-
%Tcglltiun was held on the evening of
Wednesday, the 15th of August last. Your
deputies were highly gratified to meet with
such & large cungregation on the oceasion,
the building being cumfortably filled. After
divine serviee the representatives of the
congregation were ashed to stand forward
when the following presented themselves :—
Pastur—the Rev. James Salmon, M. D.
Ruling Elders—William  Stewart, senr.,
and William Fowler.

Trustees—John Goldfinch, James Baird,
A.J. Mersercan, N. Callachan, Thomas
Christy, Juhn Frascr, and William Fowler.

The answers of the pastor to the ques-
tions of the furmula were in general very
satisfactory.

The Rn{ing Elders who were present an-
swered the questions put to them not as
fully as the Presbytery desires, but in such
a spirit as left on the minds of the deputies
a strong conviction that they feel their
responsibility as uffice bearers and en-
deavour so far as they know to overtake
their duties. The most obvious neglect
was the failure to attend the higher churcn
courts when appointed to do so.

Of the responses made by the Session
such as deserve special notice are appended.
Sabbath-school instruction is not “strictly
speaking under the surveillance of the Ses-

gion. Contributions to the schemes of the

Church were reported as follows :—Foreign
Mission $23.12; Supplement Fund $5.63 ;
in all $43.86. Asto the state of religion
the Session believe that there is an increase
of spirituality ; where tho heads of house-
holds are members, family worship is al-
most universally observed, and in some
cases where they are not members, and in
general the young, are trained in the Cate-
chisms, the membership ave pure in their
conduct, and a large proportion of the
membership show activity in church work;
none of the young have joined the church
for the last two years, but the parents have
s*»okcn to the pastor in some cases about
their sons and daughters joining, and some
of the latter have been spoken to in private
by the pastor, and at least one other mem-
ber of Session; sixty were present at lass
communion ; members absenting themselves
from the Lord’s Supper are always required
to give a reason for theirabsence; 33 cupics
of the Record are taken, there being 61 con-
itributing families, with some 8 thut do not
contribute but claim connexion.

The managers reported that $300 annu-
ally had been promised their pastor, and
there are practically no arrears. In some
instances the people pay according to their
means and very promptly, in some, neither
the one nor the other. They believe that
the congregation could pay $500 per annum
to the pastor, and not be burdened in any
way. The salary is raised by subscription
list, which is renewed at intervals of seve-
ral years. Two pay as high as $20 per
annum, two $16, and probably not less than
five others, $10 each. In some instances
young pco;\lo contribute as well as headsof
families. ‘They met three or four times in
the year; the financial year ends nominahy
at the 1st April, but really at the Ist of
September.

our deputies then a#dyessed all present
on the state of things thusielicited. They
advised the pastor to try the old-fashioned
but exceedingly cffective n{) ctice of cate-
chetical diets in the several Histriets of the
charge, and the Session as such to pay par-
ticular attention to Sabbath Schools and
Prayer Meetings, cach member being urged
to have a district or cottage meeting in his
own district. The’duty and privilege of
more liberal and more systematic giving to
the support of the gospel was earnestly and
affectionately enforced, attention being call-
ed to the fact that the contribution reported
as given to the schemes of the Church did
not nearly average o dollar per funily per
annum. In the latter item another anoms-
1y was pointed out, that is that 9 of the 61
contributing families give $122, more than
a third of the whole, or to be more accurate,
over six-fifths of the aggregate amount,
leaving the remeining 52 to raise but $178,
orless than 3% of an overage per family
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They besought the Trustees to keep the
aim of $500 per annum steadily before their
minds and to spare no cffort, backed by or-
ganization and zeal, to reach that ideal.
Your deputies conclude by ex‘pressing the
great gratification they felt at the cagerness
manifested both by the office-bearers and
people to know more of the rules und re-
gulations of the Church, most of those pre-
sent aftirming that they had never heard or
scen the questions put to them on the oc-
casion. A promise was made that their
wishes would be attended to at an early

day.

Presbytery of Truro.

This Presbytery, as appointed and ac-
cording to intimativn in the Witness, met
for visitation and other business at Econo-
my, on Thursday, the 5th Sept. .".s usual
in this place, the whole congregation was
in attendance, Economy from end to end
heving very much the appearance of a
Sabbath. Congregational matters were
found in a healthy, prosperous condition.
The minister’s answers to the questions of
the formula were all very satisfactory. He
is abundant in labours wiscly dividing his
time to the various departments of ministe-
rial and pastoral work. The elders, in
general, watch carefully over the Spiritual
well-being of the people. They all, except
such as are prevented by age orinfirmity,
sttend and take part in prayer meectings.
They are all, as we understood, engaged in
Sabbath School teaching. This depart-
ment of the Lord’s work is accordingly, as
might be expected, in a very cfficient state.
In the fulfilhng of their obligations to their
minister, Economy continues to maintain
the same punctuality for which it has long
been famous. 'Ch® other section is still
much the same as throughout its past histo-
ry. Dr. McCulloch addressed the minister,
doing it with n{Lhis wonted tact and pathos.
Mr. Byers spoke to the elders, sctting be-
fore them clearly, the dignity of their office,
the importance of its labours and the way
in which efficiently to discharge its duties.
The clerk addressed the managers and the
people.

In conversation, the question was raised,
whether the promised salary of $600 should
now be paid in Dominion Currency, or in
the old Nova Scotian Currency ? Several
leading persons in the congregation spoke,
intimating to the Presbytery that they hac
no intention of paying their minister in
depreciated currency. ~ Whatever might be
said of obligation, they would certainly
make all payments in Dominion Currency.
In this they were commended. The;
were, however, reminded that it was hig
fime to fucrease considerably the sum pro-
mised. The amount is still the same as it

was when their present ministor was induc-
ted, although the expenso of living has
greatly increased, and the material prospe-
rity with the appearance of the place.and
people greatly changed. It is but tair to
add that this congregation does probably,
more than any otherin supplementing their
minister’s salary, by presents, and in other
similar ways. It would certainly be much
better to increase the salary, by, at least
$200, and then do in presents, &c., as they
may think proper.

Mr. Edwin Smith, preacher, under call
to Middle Stewincke and Brookfield, deli-
vered a Sermon and a lecture, read an ex-
ercise and additions, and was examined, as
had been prescribed, in Greek, Hebrew,
Church History and ‘Theology. Thewhole
were cordially approved and unanimously
sustained as trials for ordination.

Dr. McCulloch, who had been appointed
to moderate in a call at Coldstream, report-
cd that he had fulfilled the appointment,
and that the call had come out in favor of
Mr. Jacob Layton, preacher of the Gospel.
The call was laid on the table signed by
86 eclders and members, communicants in
good standing. ‘There was an accompany-
ing paper signed by 72 adherents. There-
port was received, and the call sustained as
@ regular Gospel call regularly proceeded
in. This new congregation, through the
fostering care of the Truro Session, has in
the course of a few months become well ox-
ganized and fitted for a carcer uf usefulness.

Mr. McKay reported that he had suplied
the first congregation of Muitland and Noel,
not three Sabluths as had Leer appointed,
but two Sabbaths, Mr. McKinnon being
unable at the time to cuntinue longer than
one Sabbath in his congregation. He fur-
ther reported that he bad, as appointed,
held meetings within the Lounds of the
congregations of Maitland and Nuel to both
congregations, and call meetings for the
purpose of censidering thy uniting of the
Ist and 2nd congregations, and disiding
them into the *“ Congregation of Maitland”
and the “ Congregation of Noel.” Mr,
Ross, with Mr. Chase alternate, was ap-
pointed along with him a Commitee to at-
tend said meetings, advise as may be requir-
ed, aund xeport.

Mr. McKinnon was appointed to preach
for Mr. McKay, on Sabbath absent.

Next meeting at Brookticld, on Tuesday,
Oct. 3td., for the vrdination of Mr. Smith,
and other business.

A. L. Wyrue, Clek.

Presbytery of Tatamagouche.

This Presbytery met at Tatamagouche
on Scpt. 5th. The Rev. John Munro was
appointed Moderator, and Rev., T.Sedgwick
Clerk for the current year. The Remit of
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Synod anent Union was considered.  As
regards the first question, it was moved
by Rev. T'. Sedgewick and seconded by the
Rov. H. B. Mackay, that it be answered as
follows :—That this Presbytery, without |

ronouncing an opinion as to the desirabi-
ity or practicability of a general union of
Presby terians in the Dominion of Canada
until the Scheme in its cutry be laid before
them, would greatly prefer a Gnion of Pres-
byterians in the Maritime Provinees in the
first instance; and would urge upon the
Committec to use their best endeavours for
itsattainment. It was moved in amendment
by the Rev. John Munro, and scconded by
Mzr. Juhn Mackenzie,—That the Union of
the four Preshyterian Churchies, under pre-
scnt circumstances is not desirable; 1, Be-
cause vur Charch has not sufficient infor-
mation as tu the nature and advantages of
the cuntemplated Thaion ; 2. Because some
of the negotiating Churches have Musical
Instruments in Public Worship, which
practice was condemned by the Synod of
our Church in 1866; 3. Bcecanse our
Church has not means _adequate to uphold
a General Assembly.  The motion was pre-
ferred to the amendment by a vote of six to
one.

As regards the same question. It was
moved by Rev. T. Sedgwick and scconded
by the Rev. J. Watsun,—That the Presby-
tery would prefer the Doctrinal Basis to
run somewhat as follows :—The Holy
Scriptures to be the Supreme Standaid of
Faith and Manners, with the Westminister
Confession of Faith and a larger and shorter
catechisms as the Suburdinate Standards—
it being understoud that the sqme liberty of
opinion as is at present allowed in the ne-
gotinting Churches in regard to the power
and duty of the Civil Magistrate in matters
of religiun as set forth in said Confession, be
allowed in the United Church. It was
moved in amendment by Rev. Joln Munro,
and sceonded by Mr. J. Mackenzie,—That
the Presbytery is not willing to have the
Union carried into cffect upon the submit-
ted Basis;

1. Because in said Basis the "Westmins-
ter Confession of Faith is to be the only
Subordinate Standard. The Larger Cate-
chiswm is excluded, and the Shorter Cate-
ciism merely * enjuined as an authoritative
exposition of ductrine for the instructivn of
our peuple.”  Wherens in the Basis of Uni.
on, 186y, it is declared that the Standards
of the United Church shall be the West-
minster Confession of Fuith with the Cate-
chisms Larger and Shorter. And whereas
in the Act of Assembly, 1647, the Confes-
sion of Faith is set furthas thechiefest part
of the uniformity in religion, and by act of
Assembly, 1648, the Larger Catechism is
shewn to be & necessary purt of dpiformity
in religion and a rich treasure fux increas-

ing knowledge among the people of God,
and approved as .o part of uniformity,
The Shorter Catechism by Act of Asscmbfy
of the same year (1648) 1s also approvad as
part of the intended uniformity in religion,

2. Beeause it can be shewn historical]
that the Confession of Faith with the Cate-
chisms Larger and  Shorter constituted fo
sume centuries the Subordinate Standard of
the Presbyterian Church.

3. Because in saigd Basis the power as-
signed to the Ciy#t Magistrate in matters
of religion, is vague, and not sufficiently
defined as in the Basis of 1860.

The motion was preferred to the amend-
ment by the same vote as before.

The Clerk reported the result of the Con.
ference between the Reve R, MeCunn and
himself ps regards Tatamagouche. It was
agreed to express approval of his conduct
therein.

The next mecting was appointed to be
held at Tatamagouche, on the first Tuesday
of December next,

Presbytery of Lunenburg and
Yarmouth,

This Court met at Shelburne, on Wed-
nesday, 6th September.

o the questions contained in the Synod's
remit on Union, the following are its re-
plies :—

Ist. 'This Presbytery regards Union as
desirable; but, inasmuch as the details of
this subject—such as the position of our
Educational Institutions, Missionary opcra-
tions, and expenses, which according to the
present rate of representation in the Canada
Assembly would entail a heavy burden on
the Church—are o numerous and compli-
cated that we cannot foresee the bearing on
several of our schemes® This Presbytery
consequently prefers, that the whole matter
should, in the first place, be simplified by a
previous Union of the sister Churebes in
these Lower Provinces, as well as of the
corresponding bodies in the Upper Pro-
vinces, which, if accomplished, wonld cer-
tainly prepare the way for the larger Union,
and which, if impracticable, is in the view
of this Presbytery, a clear evidence thatthe
churches represented by the Joint Comimit-
tec are not prepared for Union.

2nd. This Presbytery prefers, that the
Basis include the Larger and Shorter Cate-
chisms, in addilion to the Confession of
Faith, as the Subordinate Standards of tho
United Church. .

The next meeting of Presbytery s ap-
pointed to be held at Yarmouth, principally
for the visitation of the congregation there,
on the second week of November. Rev.
Mr. Duff to preach. The week following it
will visit the congregations of Barrington
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and Shelburne, Mr. McNab_to preach in
the former place and Mr. McMillan in the
latter.

Perer M. Morrison, Clerk.

Cames V.

Aetigions Fntelligence,

A Council in the Sandwich
Islands.

Councils fare no new things in the js-
lands of the sea. The savage chiefs were
acenstomed to meet to lay their plans for
the cruel and desolating wars in which they
were_almost constantly engaged.  There
was little order or method in those rude
assembles.  Parlinmentary rules were un-
anown.  Brute force was all that was re-
cognize 1, and the will of the stronger pre-
vailed. Blood and carnage and conquest
and spoils were the result of those gather-
ings, inspired by revenge and deadly hate.

A change has been cffected in many of
those ““ dark places of the carth,” that were
“full of the habitations of cruelty.” The
spirit of peace and good-will to men now
animates those who formerly were “ breath-
ing out threatenings and slaughter.” Coun-
dils are now held, not for devising plans of
bloodshed and extermination, but for pro-
moting the highest interests not only of
their countrymen, but for the people of dis-
tant islands.

‘We have been impressed with the change
which Christian civilization can effect upon
rde barbarians, by reading ia the July
“Friend,” published at the Sandwich Isl-
ands, the record of the cight annual meet-
ing of the Hawaiian Evangelical Associa-
tion. Coming at a time when the religious
papers of our own country are filled with
‘reports of the proccedings of our great de-
nominational organizations, they bear the
impress of the same Christian spirit, wis-
dom, and zeal, and reveal progress that
awakens amazement blended with devout
thanksgiving.

The Association held its sessions for two
weeks in Honoluly, sixty-cight members
and delegates being present from about
fifty native churches. "The general religi-
ous work carried forward on the Islands,
iocluding Home and TForeign Missions,
edneational enterprises and the circulation
of Bibles and religious books, comes under
the supervision of the Assuciation. Dur-
ing the cight years of its history the
churches, whose “members were so lately
sunk in heathenism and abject poverty,
have contributed to its treasury for the
spread of the gosPo] on their own islands,
and at the foreign mission stations they
have occupied, over $56,000. So lately

lx‘cscucd from barbarism themselves, they

have shown the true spirit of Christian love
that has redeemed them, by carrying the
gospel to others,  They now have their
own Board of Foreigp Missions which sus-
tains four foreign  missions, occupying
eighteen stations, on the Gilbert Islands,
the Marshall Islands, the Caroline Islands,
and the Marquesas.  Their report refers
with especinl interest to the publication, by
the American ‘T'ract Socicty, of their Hymn
book and Bible Dictionary in the Ilnwaiian
language, and speaks of a Text-book and
Bible Commentary prepared for publica-
tion,

The statistical table of the state of the
churches contains many impressive and
suggestive facts. A total of 59 churches is
included, to whith 68,278 membery have
been admitted, and which now number
15,108 members in good and regular stand-
ing. Connected with these churches are
53 pastors, among whum we recognize onj
the names of Rev. Messrs. Titus Coan, E.
Bond, and H. H. Parker; all the rest are
evidently Hawaiians, their chuarches being
now ministered to by natives. Between
sixty and seventy natives have been er-
daiged as ministers and foreign mission-
aries, and are now lnboring with zeal and
ability in the great work of saving souls.
The records of the church at Hilo, under
the care of the venerable and apostolic Dr.
Coan, who has just rcturned to the Island
after a visit to his home, show that it
has had a menbevihip of 12,713, making it
the largest Christian chureh in the world.
The churches in the assuciation contri-
buted, last year to various religions objects
the sum of $29,881, leing on average of
81 93 to each church member.

These, and many other facts that might
be drawn from these records, are a2 living
and eloquent testimony to the power of the
simple gospel in clevatiiyr o savage race
from its degradation, till it now occupies o
respected place in the brotherhood of na-
tions, and has become n centre of benign
and saving influences to the benighted is-
lands seattered over the board Pacific.

-, Eree Church.

The principal missions of the Free
Church are in India and Afvica, with 77
central and branch stations, 25 ordained
European missivnaries, 9 ordained native
missionaries, and about 150 other Jaborers
as catechists, teachers, Bible-readers, and
the like. The number of their churches is
not given, but they report about 2000 com-
municants. They occupy sume ot the prin-
cipal cities of India, ('J’alcutm Bombay,
M‘;dms, Puna, Nagpore, and Nellore, and
central portions of Kuffraria, in South
Africa.  The income of the society the
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past year was :£18,000, an advance of
about £4,000 vver the receipts of the pre-
vious year; and it was near{)y all expended
in the year’s work. The celebrated Dr.
Duff'is the convener or chairman of the
committee. The committee are doing
much in the way of education. Their “In-
stitution” at Calcutta has 1,000 scholars;
100 in the college, and 900 in the lower
departments, They havein all 143 schools
and about 10,000 children and youth un-
der instruction. The General Assembly
of the Free Church, at its recent sittings,
resolved also to commence & mission in the
northern part of Syria, in connection with
the Saleeby schouls, which have been in
operativn in that region. This, the, claim,
will ot interfere with any existing mis-
sions in Syria. Busides the above, the
Free Church has given about £3,000in aid
of mission work on the Continent of Eu-
rope, and has altogether made for itself
a good record in respect to the world’s
evangelization.

Statistics of the United Presby-
terian Church.

The Statistical Report states that the
number of Sablath school teachers in 1868
was 9753 ; in 1869, 10,036; and in 1870,
10,490. The number of scholars in 1868
was 75,549 ; in 1869, 79,238; and in 1870,
82,440. On the 23rd, Dr. Scott submitted
the report of the Synod’s Board for Manses
aud Debt Liquidation. Six congregations
had been promised grants for building from
£50 to £300, five had obtained grants from
£50 up to £280, and eight had obtained pro-
mises of additional grants. Since the
manse fund had been instituated, £42,124
had been given in grants, and the congre-
gations themselves had contributed for
manses £72,246, and the total value of pro-
perty acquired by the Church was £114,-
370. Grants to forty-four congregations
for debt liquidation had been made, and
the total debt extinguished was £20,500.
Dr. Scott also gave In a report on evan-

elistic effort. The total expenditure un

ome evangelization in 1870 was £4494,
and the Incume from all sources was
£5069. Dr. R. S. Scutt, Home Secretary,
gave in the report on the general statistics
of the Church, which showed that returns
had been received from 601 congregations,
or from 6 more than in any former yecar,
while the number of congregations on the
roll was 607, or an increase of scven since
1869. The baptisms last year were 11;,-
671 ; there were 10,490 Sunday school
teachers, aud 82,440 scholars. The num-
ber of members in full communion with the
Church was 179,652, being an increase of
1229, and the av uagi‘: attendance was 205,-
008 each Sunday. There were 195 Bible-

women, aud 6 cvangelistic agents. 308
congregational librarics had 139,833 vol
umes. There were 656 out-stations of the
Churh, and the total congregational in.
come was £215,866, being an increase of
£6183. £68,745 had been contributed for
missionary and benevolent purposes, ma-
king a total amouzn collected in 1870 of
£284,611. The nmount reccived from
legacies during the year was £18,531, and
the total income of the Church for the
year was £303,142, which exceeds the in-
come for 1869 by £13,575. The amount
of payments to ministers was £114,898.
The “ U. P. Missionary Magazine” for
last month states that the amount of money
raised by the Church for all purposes dur-
ing the past ten years was £2,641,924.
The following table affords a more definite
idea of the progress of the Church :

For the year ending Increase in
31st Dec., 1870. 10 yrars,
Number of Congrega-
tONS o0 ciiviiarannn 307 .. 54
Number of Elders in
b othese..iiniieaannns 4,750 .. 74
Members in full com-
munion. ..e.eveee. . 179,659 .. 12,094
Average Sabbath attend-
ANCC.cvsevanaa Lo 205,009 .. 6,327
Number of Sabbath
School teachers...... 10,490 .. 1,218
Do. Sabbath scholars.. 82,440 .. 10.805

Annual Income for Con-

gregational purposes. £212,866 .. £53,319
Annual Income for Mis-

sionary and Benevo-

lent Purposes........ 83,276 .. 31,83
Annual income for all
PUTPOSCSe cevaavanans 803,142 .. 85,013

The Educatiopal Work in Syria

Is the topic of a Special Report by the
Rev. W. W. Eddy, which gives an im-

ressive exhibit of this important matter.

‘he Report aims at brevity, and fairly
struggles with its salient facts, all which
go to show that education and Christian
missions are indissolubly connected, and
finally that the common schools need to be
increased ; their standard of education ele-
vated in many instances; and that the
seminaries at Abeih and Beirut, and also
the college at the latter place, are suffeping
for enlargement and endowments.

Safesta

Is one of the northern outposts of the Sy-
rian mission. Prof. Dodge describes it as
lying a hard day’s journey north of Tripe-
1, and as built upon three of the conical
hills found at intervals on the lower slopes
of the mountain ranges along the coast.
Protestant missions first gaitcd a foothold
there in consequence of the oppressive ex-
actions of the Greek Church upon its own
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adherents. It was, however, ouly after a ’

lengthy and severe struggle that the ad-
herents to the Christian faith secured their
rights of property aund of counscience. A
brighter day is now dawning. This mis-
sion may prove the door to an cxtensive
diswiet occupied by the Nusaireeyeh, a
seet until recently little known, They
number 200,000, and are perhaps descend-
ants of the Cauaanites. The initiatory
operations on the south are already second-
¢d by our Presbyterian mission at Lata-
kiyeh on the west.

The Persian Mission.

The attention of the mission has hereto-
fore been directed mainly to the Nestorians ;
but the time has now come when new and
vigureus measures should be put forth for
the Armenians and Mohammedans of that
country. A spirit of inguiry is awakening
among these, and oppurtunities for reach-
ing them with the truth are increasing.
Two important centres need to be occu-
ped—Tabreez aad Hamadan—~but to do
this in the best and most cfficient mauner,
new Jaborers must go forth next year (in
addition to the reinforcement now on the
way), and the mission be placed on such
afooting as to take advantage of every
opening for the Gospd. The Charch s
able to do this, and should do it. The
Lord ic guing before and preparing the
way.

Northern India.

The Rev. C. W. Foreman writes of
“Baptisms and Persecutions,” closing his
letter with the following striking incident
illustrative of the influence of Mission
Schools: A few weeks ago I was spend-
ingan cvening with an English friend,
who told me the following story : He said
hewas riding with one of my old pupils,
and suddenly said to him, “Nihal Chuna,
vou surelv do not believe all the absurdi-
ues of Hindooism, do you?” ¢No sir,”
be replied, “nor daes any other Hindoo
who goes through the mission school.”
Headds: “We have fifieen hundred pu-
pils in our schools at Lahore alone, besides
numbers at other places.  Won’t you BEG
our brethren at home to pray for them ?
Iknow you have to say much to them
abont money, but if you can once get their
§ camest, hearty prayers, the money will sure-

- §y come.”

Siam.
The Rev. J. W. Van Dyke writes from

Petchabun of his interviews with Buddhist
Pricsts duning o late tour of a fortnight'’s

daration. The Siamese are very fond of | toleration, is obvious.

parabics and comparisons, and the teach-

ing of Christ in that form have for them
great attractions. Two or three times on
passing by a watt where we had distributed
uoks, we found the head priest reading
from one of the books, and a number of
{n'icsts sitting around listening. After the
iead priest had read a few passages he
would then stop, and they would all con-
sult together as to what was taught. Some-
times, and we may say generally, their
conclusions were correct, and their deduc-
tions and inferences pertinent.  Some-
times, however, they were very wide of the
mark on account of their interpreting ac-
cording to the Buddhist religion, and the
ideas-which they had gathered trom the
same source. The insufficiency of Budd-
hism is more and felt, and it is very appa-
rent that before many gencrations  Siam
will change the form of her religion.
Those in authority cling tv the old form
because it gives them power; but the com-
mon people, and the priests, have about
lost all respect for it.  But what form of re-
ligion will they be likely to adopt ? “There
are now but two forms before them from
which to choose, namely, the Roman Ca-
tholic and the Protestant faith. The Ro-
man Catholics are working very earnestly,
and have many stations and many follow-
ers. They have many fullowers because
on receiving them no change of heart or
change of practice is required.  All that
they ask is adherence to the forms and
faith of the Church. The fall of France
has been & great blow to the Roman Ca-
tholics in this country, and has changed
their tone considerably. They sre not
now quite so bold or quite so insolent, and
cannot oppress the Siamese as formerly,
yet their hold is a strong one.

Syria.

Rev. S. Jessup writes further in this
number of the Mssivnary of the reiigious
movement in Kisba and Iicferfuo.  Durmg
a recent tour he examined fur church mem-
bership two candidates at Berbara, two at
Cherzooz, four at Hums, and two at Safi-
ta. Mr. Jessup has also justsent o tencher
to Berbara for the first time—the third new
place occupicd within a few months.

From Beirut Dr. H. H. Jessup writes a
full and most interesting account of the
trials and triumph of Hassan, the fixst
Moslem conseit in Beirut.  The case has
caused a great commotivn amunyg the peo-
ple and their rulers, and is an important
one in every aspect. As a precedent, itis
of great importance to the growth and
maintenance of principles of rativnal lib-
erty in that land of crucl despotisms. Its
bearing on the vital questivn of reiigious
The missivnaries
have acted with boldness and discretion,
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and they all ask for the cuntinued prayers
of God’s, people.

Mission House Mcmcranda.

The Rev. J. S. Mcllvaine of Peking,
China, has gone to Chenau-fou, the capi.
tal of Shantung province. Already heis
encouraged ; having baptized two inter-
esting and well-educated men. He calls
for reinforcements, that he may be able to
hold this post. Rev.d. L. Whitings writes
from Peking, June 28, “ The work here has
a few tokens of good.” He refers to the
trials which some converts have to endure
from relatives, and begs the people of God
to remember such in their prayers. Dr. d.
P. Pattersun has safely arrived at Tung-
chow.

Mrs. Nevius speaks in her letter of May
25, of the admission into the church at
Tungchow of an old woman about cighty
years of age, and of the matron of the
school. Both were baptized. The new
church building at this place will scon be
completed, and will be the largest Presby-
terian church edifice in China.

Rev. J. M. W. Farnham says that, at
the late celebration of the Lord’s Supper
at Shanghai, three persons were received
on profession of their faith, and an elder
was ordained. Some were, however, sus-

ended from church privileges. Rev. Dr.

apper of Canton says, under date of July
10: “Our regular communion occurred
on June 25. One young man was received
wbo is 2 member of the training school,
and who, by his zeal and correctness, gives
hope of uscfulness. There were three other
applicants, and five or six inquirers.” The
mecting for women continue to be well at-
tended, and Miss Noyes mentions that sev-
eral of them have abandoned the worship
of idols, and onc has applicd for baptism.

Jerusalem.

Mission work in and about Jerusalem
secms now to be progressing. The great
felt want is a snitable cdifice” in which the
native converts can_assemble together for
the worship of Gud. A church is soon to
be erected, wholly devoted to Arabic ser-
vices. The site has been ebtained and an
appeal made to the christian public for
funds.

Constantinople.

During the past year four Mohamme-
daus in this city have placed themselves
under & course of instruction with the pro-
fessed ohject of becoming Christians.  One
of these partics is a lineal descendant of
Mohammed, and a privileged guardian of
his tomb. After frequent conversations

with a Mssivnary he became convineed .

that there is no salvation but in Christ.
Doubtless he will be a valuable acquisition
to the ranks of Christianity in that city of
heathendom.

Mexico.

The gospel by God’s blessing has been
firmly and widely planted in this'land, and
numbers are now working enthusiastically
for Jesus and his cause.

Liberia, West .Africa.

‘The heathen chiefs and a number of the
natives of this country have learned so
much of Christianity that they arc now
anxious for schouls, teachers and minis-
ters. Great ogcnings for the gospel are
being offered, but chiefly through lack of
means-the work is notv progressing asit
otherwise would.

Damascus.

There are from 15 to 18,000 Jexws in Da-
mascus who are very intolerant and bigot
ed, and destitute of any kind of cducation,
Few of themn are able to read or write, and
females especially are in a said state of
ignorance and darkness. No cfforts had
been made for their instruction and conver-
sion until a godly warm-hearted woman
entered upon the work, and made known
to them the love of Jesus. Her labours
have been signally blessed by God.

Rome.

There are no less than 460 churches in
Rome, most of which are delapidated and
areonly open on great days. Many of
these will doubtless become public property
erc long, and I:e sold to the highest bidder.
An attempt was lately made to blow ups
Wesleyan congregation, which assembles
in this city. X¥ifteen converts were for the
first time about to partake of the Lord’s
Supper. An explosion was heard—the
bunsting of a bomb-shell, lights were pat
out, and much confusion cnsued. .All,
however, escaped unhurt save a few cats
and scratches on the hand.

Prayer.Meetings.

Prayer-meetings would generally do more
good if there was more praying, and loss
talking. An Englishman, just over, apon
leaving a prayer-mecting recently, said, “In
England our prayer-meetings are for pragyer,
and not for exhortation.” These meetiogs
are the life of & church. The best men and
women arve those who attend the church
prayer-meetings.  There is pothing that
more encourages o faithful pastor than 8
full and carnest prayer-mecting
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Prayer is the means the Great Head of
the Church has appointed to call down his
blessing ; and cven when God has promised
to bless, he says, “1 will be inquired of
by the House of Isracl that I may do it for
them.”

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS, &c.

The Theological Hall,

Or THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE
LoWER PROVINCES, WILL BE OPENED ON
THE VirsT Day oF NOVEMBER, AT HALK-
PAST 7 O’CLOCK.

Professor of Systematic T heology, including
Apologetics, ~Rrv. A. MCKNIGHT.

Professor of Church History,—REv. A. Mc-
KNiGHT.

Professor of Hebrew,—Rev. JonN CURRIE.

Professor of Exegesis and Biblical Literature,
Rev. Joux CuRRIE.

nge following Bursaries and prizes are of-
ered :

1. By Proressor McExiGuT.—For the
best examination in Barrow's Introduction to
the Bible, parts II. and IIL, by Students of
the third year, forty dollars.  Examination at
the commencement of the term. The work
named is on sale at the British American Book
Store, Halifax N,S.

II. By C. D. Huxter, Esq., Halifax.—
Torty dollars will be available from the Hun-
ter bursary fund shortly after the opening of
the Session, and will be given for the best
cxamination by first and second year Stu-
dents on the same portions of the same book.
Examination conducted at the same time.

III. By Tromas BavxE, Ese., Halifax.—
For .be best examination in New Festament
Greek:, 825, second prize S15. Open toall
the Students. Examination at commence-
ment.  Portions selected from 1 Epistle to
Timothy to the end of the New Testament.

IV. By C. S. McCurpy of New Glasgow.
—Fortv dollars for the best examination in
Hebrew, at the close of the Session. First
prize $25, second §15.

Y. By THE Boarp oF HodE Missroxs.
~Forty dollars cach, to one or more Students
preparing for the Gospel mnistry in the Low-
¢ Provinces, and able to speak the Gaelic

hl{gua«c
I. Tne MartmesoN BURrsARY. —Sixty
dollars, being interest of bequest of the late
B Mrs. Wm. Matheson of West River, Pictou,
|t be applied to aid Students for the Christian
88 Ministry, vt the discretion of the Board of
§ Superintendence.
By order of the Board,
) P. G. McGREGOR, Sec'y.
Halifax, 7th Scptember, 1871.

Axy Student, not s graduate, wishing
tdmission to the Theological Hall, at its
spproaching session, and desirous of being
examined by the ‘“Board of Examiners™ for
Nova Scotia, will please give notice to the

Board, atan early day, that arrangements
may be made for conducting the examination.
ALEX. FALCONER, Con.

The Treasurer acknowledf,es the receipt of
the following sums during the past month :

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Cape North, C. B.............. veee. $6.00
Calvin Church, St. John..... ceees. 52.00
Dartmouth....oovvieiieiiienaninns, 53.17
Friend of Missions, Stellarton........ 4.87

A Lady, per Rev. J. Thompson, Nova
Scotia ]Z)y ......... '.§2.00

A member, do., do.,......... . 2.00
Mrs. Wim. McCabe, do., do..... 1.00 4.87
Edward Joyce, Stellarton, N. S..20.00 19.47
Ladies Society, Churchville.......... 9.65
Mrs. Charles Fraser, Fish Pools...... 3.40
St. John's Ch., Hfx., Juv. Miss'y Asso-
ciation for Coolie School, Iere...... 10.00
John Tupper, for Mr. Murray........ 1.00
Master Jas. G. Webster, Yarmouth, for -
Coolic Mission. ... ceveivesanennn. 1.
“ DAYSPRING.”
Col. by Miss Margaret Henderson,
Ch'Town Royalty........ £6 8s. 3d.821.38
Sabbath School, . Point
andBrae................ 4 9s. 3d. 14.85
Sabbath School, Cape North.. .... 15.57
Col. in Central Ch., W. River:
David Crockett............ $3.25
Jas. A. Thompson.......... 3.22
Lavinia Forbes............ 2.00
R.H. McCabe............. 2.87
John and Mary Denoon.... 3.00
George RoSs.eavennanianans 2.13
N. S......816.47 16.03
HOME MISSIONS.
Richmond, per Rev. S. Houston...... S15.00
abou...-... N.Sevvveninnnnn S6.18
Middle River, ** ............ 40.00
Malagawatch,  ............ 8.16 53.68
Lady, per Rev. J. Thompson, N.5. 2.00
Wmn. gcheod, o 1.00 2.92

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.
Lady, per Rev. J.Thompson, N‘.‘s.sg.go

‘Wm. McLeod, 0 2.44
MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.
‘Dividend from B.N. A....... e sl0.5165.00

Do., do., Building Soc., 8252, N.5. 245.28
Interest from Prov. debentures, S180 175 20
Dividend from Union Bank......... 48.00

Do. do. Peoples’ Bank for March,

N.S. 880 77.87

Do. do._ do. _ September...... 80.00
J. Knox Church, Picton, per Rev. A.
ROSSueeeaenanasonss ceeneas . 75
Primitive Church, N.G-...... ... 61.24
ACADIA MISSION.

A friend, New Glasgow...ooeenens .-.810.00
MISSION BUILDINGS AT ST. ANNES, KANEA-
KEE.

Friend in Cape Breton, per F. D.

Friend, Halifax..coeveeeenancnnaian 2.00
Friend of Missions. Stellarton, S¢N.S. 3.89
Alexander Grant, Westville,.oevenee 2.00

Malcolm Mcleod, Big Hill, Baddeek.. 2.00
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BIBLE SOCIETY.
Edward Joyce, Stellarton, N. S. Cy. $20.00
MISSION GOODS.
Will be acknowledged in next fumber.

The Treasurer of the Minister's Widow's
and Urphan’s Fund, I. C. L. P., has received
the fullun ing sutisy sitice Jast acknowledgment
in March last:—

6 months interest on £800. ... ..524 00
Rev. A. Farquharson... 14 25
1 years® interest on S400 24 00
Rev. M. Wilson............ . .20 00

Dunation, Angus Gunn, St. Mary's,

per Kev. D. B. Blair.... 2 00
Rev. John Stewart. ... .. 2000
¢ A. McKnight... . 20 00
= Geo. Roddick. .. . 20 00
08, JIouston. e iiiiiiiiiannaanns 20 00

Nova Scotia currrency. ...S164 25
Canada Currency.

Rev. Dr. MeLeod....ooviiiennnnen S19 47
AL McL. Sinclair......o..il..., 19 47
¢ AL Wyllie.......... oo 19 47

“ o J Yowler coaliian.. ... 19 47

¢ John Currie.......... .19 47
¢ James Mclean ... .19 47
¢ J. D. McGillavry 19 47

¢ J. G. Nicholson.
¢ N. McKay..

¢ Wm. Stuart... 19 47
‘¢ Jas. Watson. ... e 974
¢ (ze0. Patterson. ....oieiiiinannn 19 47
D) R = £ 1 19 47
 LewisJack.oeiivniiaiiiai 19 47
£ Johm Forrest. covevvniiivniiann, 20 00
© H.Crawford....oooveeninnen..n 14 60
“ PG MeGregor. .o eeiiiieann 19 47
¢ John McKinnon..... [ .19 47
ST G Johnstone. ceciiiiaeiia 19 47
A, MeMasterce.viieaiiiiines 19 47
o Jamies Law..oovieaiiiiiinaee, .19 47
M. Stewnrte e eien e ieiiinanen 19 47
4 S.Johuston. v eviieiieiiaanns .. 973
R, Sedgewick.oieiiiiieeiiaiia 19 47
WM. Murray.ceeieeriieneneens 19 47
K. McKenzit. oo vevaeanineans 19 47
R W 1710 SO 19 47°
¢ E. Grant.......... Ceeneeeans oo 19 47
. Benneteoooeiiiieiiiiianann 19 47
“ Dr.Bayne......oooiaieiiiaa, 19 47
¢ Thus, Sedgwick.ovooiiiiaiie 19 47
¢ Aundrew Donald.......oooaisen 19 47
@B, MeCurdy..eceeeeiaiiaiaaan 19 47
D ROSSc  cveveiiienianiieaaas. 19 47
O Jas. Frasere e eeereteianeiianen 19 47
M. G Henry e eeiiee i 14 60
$711 17
12 months interest va So00, N. S. Cy..$35 04
6  do. do S0  do ..29 20

2 Coupons on P'rovindial Debetures. ... 29 20

Beguest irotn late Mrs. Angus Chis-
holim, New Glasgow, 8200, N.S. Cy.194 67

Donation from C. 1. Hunter, Halitax. 200 00

$488 11
HowArD PRIMROSE,

Tresuxer M. W. & O. F,, P. C. L. P.

N PAYMENTS FOR RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges the receipt of
the following sums:—

Rev. J. D. Murray, Moncton, N. B....$5.00

Benj. Rogers, Alberton, P E. I........ 6 50
Robert Hardy, Montrose, P. E, L...... 5.00
Rev. Jas. Thomson, Durham. ... ...... 17.00
Rev. Jas. Ross, Grand River, C. B..... 50
R. G. O'Brien, Kansas, U.S.......... 60

Rev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck, C. B.... 4.00
G. Herbert, Harvey, N.B............ 9.00
D. Urquhart, St. Peter's, C.B......... 50
Rev. K. Cumming, Ellerslie, P. E. I .. 1.3¢
Rev. A. Cameron, New London, . E. 1.23.00
Rev. Jas. Gray, Sussex, N. B.... .... 5
Rev. L. Jack, Springfield, N. B.......

Rev. A. Cam chl, Strathalbyn, P.E.L.
Rev. S. Archibald, Shelburne..........

Rev. R. S. Patterson, Bedegue, P. E. 1. 9.0p
Rev. Isape Murray, Cavendish, P. E. 1 13.00
Rev. A. Donald, Campl. Settl'mt, N. B. 1.00
Rev. D. McKinnon, Parrsboro...... .. 5.00
Rev. H. Crawford, St. Peter’s, P.E.I.. 5.00
Rev. D. McDougall, Cow Bay, C. B... 1.80
Rev. Mr. McMaster, New Mills, N. B.. 75
Rev. W. R. Frame, Campbeliton, P.L.I.13.50
Rev. D. B. Blair, Barney's River...... .10 00
Rev. Jas. Bennett, St. John, N.B..... 45.50
Rev. S. G. Lawson, Murray Harbour,

P.EI..ccouen. Cearseeerenananee 9.25
Rev. T. K. Bearisto, Salt Springs, N. B. 60
W. Ross, Pictot.. cvveviivienaneanns 8.00
John Scott, Charlottetown............ 3.25
Rev. E. A. McCurdy, for Meagher's

L6 1 ¢ T T TP, 4.50
W. N. Rudolf, Scotland............... 30

Rev. J. D. Murray, Moncton, N. B..... 2.50
Rev. S. Bernard, Florenceville, N. B... 1.50

Rev. G. M. Glark, Boston. ............ 60
Rev. J. C. Burgess, Carlton, N. B...... 8.30
James McLean, Pictou............... 2.00
Geo. Johnston, New Annan..... . 8.80
¥. Tupper, Upper Stewiack2.......... 1.00
Rev. Nr. Houston, St. John......... ..22.50
HalifaX . .oo0 ciiiiiaiiiiiiiiiianenen 15.00
ERRATA.

April Record.—Acknowledgments for Re-
cord, A. McBean, Larltown, should be $2.50,
instead of $1.50. .
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