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MASONIC RECORD.
A vt “The Queen andl the Graft” {B050 sonsa
Vor. XVII. PORT HOPE, Oxr., SEPTEMBER 15, 1888. No.

INVASION OF THE JURISDICTION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF
QUEBEC BY THE GRAND MARK LODGE OF ENGLAND,

Dominion of Canade,
June 28, 1888,

Rt. Hon. Lord Henniker, M, W. Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark
Master Masonsof England and Wales,
&e., do.

M. W. Se,—It becomes my duty to
cowumunicate the following to you, and
to the Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons, over which you preside :—

On December 12, 1876, the M. E.
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
gons of the Province of Quebec, was
regularly formed by the union and co-
operation of all the Chapters of Royal
Arch Masons in our Province (with
the exception of 4o St. Paul's Chap-
ter, B. B., in Montreal), and claiming
to have, and to exercise, within our
gald Province, exclusive sovereign
jurisdiction over all Chapters of Royal
Arch Masgons, including (28 said con-
stituent Chapters always did include)
all lodges of Mark Master, Past
Master, and Most Excellent Master
Maszons; and, as such, our Grand
Chapter of Quebee, has been duly
recognized by, and has interchanged
Grand Representatives with, nearly
all Grand Chapters of Royal Arch
Chapters throughout the world.

On September 25, 1878,—as Grand
Z,—X addrvessed our M.E. Grand

Riocaumono, Province oF Qunsnc,}

Chapter of Quebec, in Annual Conve-
cation, as follows: “I beg to recom-
mend this Grand Chapter to consider
the propriety of recognizing, and es-
tablishing fraternal correspondence
with, the M. W. the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of England and
Wales, as duly entitled to exercise
supreme authority over all lodges of
that degree in Hngland and Wales,
and in all the colonies and dependen-
cies of the British Crown, wherein no
other Grand Body exists (or of right
may be formed) claiming jurisdiction
over that degree, and that said recog-
nition be duly communicated, together
m\f}x our hearty good wishes, to that
Geand Lodge.” This recommenda-
tion was, by resolution, wnanimously
adopted by our Grand Chapter, and
an authenticated copy thereof, for-
warded to the Grand Secretary of
your Grand Liodge.

At an early subsequent communi-

‘cation of your Grand Lodge, the above

recognition, accorded to it by the
Grand Chapter of Quebec, wasaceeps-
ed by your Grand Body, with expres-
sions of marked fraternal satisfaction,
and the following announcement ap-
peared shortly theréafter in your
printed proceedings, viz.: “Represent-
atives from the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons, &ec., M. E.
Comp. John H. Graham, M. A., LI,
D., Grand First Principal Z., to the
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Sup. G. R. A. Chapter of Quebec ;—
and from the Supreme Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Quebee, M. W. Bro.
Rev. G. R. Portal, M.A., P. G.M,, to
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons, &e.”

On September 23, 1879, it was an-
nounced by me to the Grand Chapter
of Quebec, in Annual Convocation, as
follows: “I bave great pleasure in an-
nouncing to you that the recognition
accorded by this Grand Chapter to
the M.W. the Grand Lodge of Mark
Master Masons of England and Wales,
und of the colonies and dependencies
of the British Crowm, has been fra-
ternally accepted by that Grand
Body; that Grand Representatives to
and from our respective Grand Bodies
have been appointed, and that there-
with fraternal correspondence has
been established under the most happy
auspices, and based on the great prin-
ciple of our respective sovereign juris-
dictional supremacy, embodied in our
fratarnal resolution of recognition,
&e.”  Our Grand Chapter unanimous-
ly adopted the reports of the commit-
tees on the address of the Grand Z.,
and on Foreign Correspondence, as
follows: That ‘“they join the Grand Z.
in welcoming the establishment of
fraternal relations with the Grand
Mark Masters Lodge of England and
‘Wales, and heartily congratulate/im
on his appointment as Grand Reﬁe-
sentative of the Grand Mark Lodge,
with the rank of HonoraryPast Grand
‘Warden of the English Grand Body.”
The appointment of M. W. Bro. Rev.
G. R. Portal, M. A.,P. G. M., as our
Grand Representative near your Grand
Lodge, was unanimously confirmed,
and a commission ordered to be
immediately forwarded to that 3. W.
Brother,—which was done.

Upwards of three years have now
elapsed since the last preceding date,
and copies of our respective published
proceedings have hitherto been ex-
changed, but no :etters of enquiry, or
-other official communications of any
kind, or upon any subject, have been
received by me from your Grand

Lodge, or from our Grand Represent-
ative near your Grand Body,—nor by
our Grand Scribe E., from your Grand
Secrepary, and hence it was thought
by us’ that the interjurisdictional re-
latians, so happily #ad firmly estab-
lishedas we supposed,were being frater-
nally maintained, and the obligations -
of Masonie international comity were
being strictly observed by you ;—but
it now appears from what, as below,
has but recently come to owr knowl-
edge, that for upwards of a year past,
your Grand Body has been acting to-
wards as, in utter disregard of your
covenant obligations, and as'if you
consider that the Freemasons of Que-
bec and of the Dominion of Canada,
have no Masonie rights which you are,
in any way, bound to respect !

About the end of April last, a then
seemingly incredible rumor reached
me to the effect, that a lodge of Mark
Master Masons had been established
in the City of Montreal by your Grand
Body, and I addressed a letter of
enquiry anent the same, of date May
8rd ult., to our Grand Representative
near your Grand Lodge, but to this
date, June 28rd inst., I have neither
received an ackuowledgment thereof,
nor a reply thereto; but in the latter
part of May, ultimo, there appeared
in several of the leading secular news-
papers published in the cities of Mon-
treal, P.Q., and Toronto, Ontario,
articles to the effect that on the 25th
day of May ult., “the anniversary of
Victoria Lodge, No. 801, Montreal, of
Mark Master Masons under the
Grand Lodge of England, was held in
the city of Montreal, and was pre-
sided over by W.DBro. Wm. Ross;—
that leading officers of another Mark
Master Masons Liodge, E.R., in the
city of Montreal, namely, the ‘Henni-
ker,’” (named, it would appear, in
honor of your Lordshi», and pre-
sumably with your cousent) ‘‘were
also present the.eat;—that the Secre-
tary read a co.munication covering
a Patent and Warrant from the Grand
Mark Mason Lodge in England, ap-
pointing R. V. Bro. William Badgley,
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Distriet Grand Master for Quebec
Province, and that he was proclaimed
a8 suchj—that the said Distriet Grand
Master th2nappointed R.W. Bro.Wm.
H. Hutton to be his Deputy, and Bro.
J. O.-Mathews his Secretary, and he
announced that he would hold his
first Distriet Grand Liodge during the
month of June instant.”

Upon examining the published re-
port of the half-yearly Communication
‘of your Grand Liodge, held June 6th,
1882, T find that, while in the body of
the proceedings, the last Warrant
then reported to your Grand Lodge as
having been issued, is numbered
¢298,” yet in the list of lodges on
your registry, given at the end of the

. same proceedings, appears the follow-
ing, viz.:. “801 Vietoria, Montreal,
P.Q., Canada, Fowrth Tuesday in
every month, Date of Constitution,
8th May, 1882,” (upwards oif five
.years after the formation of the
. Grand Chapter of Quebec.)

In The (London, Eng.) Freemason of
date May 26th, 1888, I find also the
-gtatement that “two new Provinees
have been constituted by your Grand
Lodge at Montreal and Tasmania.”*

*The proceedings of the half-yearly com-
-munication of the Gr. L. M. M., M. of Eng-
.land, &ec., held at Liondon, June 5th, 1883,
—M W. Bro. Lord Henniker, presiding,
—were published in The (London) Free-
mason, of date June 9th inst., and in the
“Report of -the General Board” *here
appears the following inter alia,—“New
YLodges,—No. 314, Henniker, Montreal,”—
and “New Provinces (i) at Montresl,
Canada, under the ‘R. W. Bro. Hon. Wil-
liam Badgley, as Provincial Grand Master,’
and signed ‘G. R. Portel, President.’ ”

These published reports not only
remain uncontradicted, but the prin-
cipal statements thereof have, in
answer to enquiries thereanent by the
Grand Superintendent of Quebee, for
the District of Montr=al, been declaved
_to be corrvect by at least two of those
whose names appear therein.

In view of this most unfratermal
and unjustifiable invasion of our
~Grand Jurisdietion of the Grand
Chapter of Quebes, by the Grand
Lodge of Mark Master Masons of

England, &e.,—an invasion which, in
my opinion, is unparalleled in its
enormity by aught of like nature in
the history of the Masonie Fratérnity,
—I, therefore, hereby resign the
position of Honorary Grand Warden
of said Grand Lodge, and request you
to direct your Grand Secretary to
deletemy narae from the roll of officers
of iour Grand Body; and.X also. here-
with return my Commission as Grand
Representative of your Grand Mark
Lodge near the Grand OChapter of
Royal Arch Masong of Quebec, and I
also hereby further inforra you that,
unless these unwarrantable acts of in-
vasion of a filendly naticnality, are
apologized for and cancelled, by yoa
and your Grand Liodge, I shall deem
it my duty to advise the M. B. Grand
Z. of our Grand Chapter of Quebec,
to revoke the Commission of our
Jdrand Representative of Quebee, at
your Grand Lodge,~—to dec.are the
gaid ¢*Viectoria” and ‘“Henniker” Mark
Liodges, and the aforementioned
¢ District Grand Liodge,” in the cityof
Montreal, to be irregnlar bodies, and
their officers and members to be
clandestine Mark Master Masons, and
that he further deelare Masonic non-
intercourse with the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of Fngland, and
with all Masons of its obedience, and
that he make a soleran appeal to all
regular and covenant-keeping Grand
Chapters, and to all law-abiding and
loyal Mark Master Masons znd lodges
of such, thronghout the world, to up-
hold and sustain the Grand Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec, in
condemning the said flagrant invasion
of her jurisdietion; and, in the defence
of their own rights, as well ag ours,
and those of the Craft in general,
faithfully and fraternally to suppovt
Quebec in the vindication and main-
tenance of her exclusive sovereign
aunthority within this province.
Yours, &e.,
Joan H. Gramaw, .

P.G. Z., & C. of Quebec,
and late Gr. Rep. of G. R. L.of M. M2,
‘ of England, de., near the Gr. C.of Q.

’
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APPENDIX.

The following is the “letter of
enquixy” referred to in the foregoing
communication:—

Riomuaonp, P. Q.,
COanads, May 8, 1888.
3. W. Bro. the Rev. Canon Portal, M.

A., Gr. Rep. of the M. E. the Gr.

Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the

Province of Quebeo, near the M. W,

the @. L. of M. M. M. of England,

e,

Drear S» anp M. W, Broraer,—A
rumor has just reached me, causing
me much anxiety, to the effect that
the M. W. the . L. of M. M. M., of
England and Wales, &e., which I
have the honor to represent at the M.
X. the Gr. Chapter of Quebec, has
igssued a Warrant for the establish-
ment of a lodge of M. M. M., in the
city of Montreal, and within the
govereign jurisdiction of our Grand
Chapter of Quebec.

I do not deem it possible that such
can be the case, but being desirous of
Imowing the actual facts relating
thereto, I at once address myself to
you, as our Gr.Rep. near that Gr.
Body, begging you}to be pleased to
ascertain and communicate the same
to me at your earliest convenience, so
that if such has not been done, we
may avert a deplorable event, and if,
unhappily, the rumor is correct, Imay
{iake such steps as honor and Mesonic
duty demand of me, and that I may
be 80 enabled to submit the matter to
our M. E. Gr. Z., and to our Grand
Chapter, as that whatever action may
be taken anent the same, shall accord
with our duties and obligations as a
Sovereign Grand Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons.

An early reply, givingTall the facts

perﬂaining to this important matter,
will vory greatly favor,
Yours truly and fraternally,
Joan H. Gramam,
P.G.Z.,G. C.of Quebee,
and Gr. Rep. of G. L. of M. M. M. of
England, Wales, &e., &c.

Care of
Preperiock Bmvoges, Esq.,
Gr. See. of G. L. of M. M. M.,
No. 8a, Red Lion Sguare,
Holborn, W. C., London,
England, '

——— e

GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND
SELECT MASTERS.

The Grand Council of Royal and
Select Masters, Royal Ark Mariners
and Knights of the Order of Rome
and Constantine, held its annual as-
semby at Ottawa, on the 12th August.
The Grand Master of the Order, Most
1ll. Comp. J. Ross Robertson,- presid-
ed. Amongst those preseni were
Most I11. Comps. D. Spry, Grand Re-
corder; J. G. Burns, D. MecLellan,
Grand Treasurer; Right Til. Comps.
James O’Connor, of Winnipeg; Thos:
Sargent, J. B. Nixon, E. H. Butter-
worth, Ottawa; E. H. D. Hall, Mooss
Jaw, N.W.T.; Robert Ramsay, Orillia;
P. J. Blatter, George J. Bennett, N.
T. Lyon, D. Watt, Toronto; J. Kerr
Brydon, Rat Portage; L. H. Hender-
gon, Belleville; A. Chatfield, Maitland;
R. Slater, St. Thomas; John Scoon
and H. K. Maitland, Guelph; W. D.
Gordon and H. J. Wilkinson, King-
ston, ete.

The Grand Master read his annual
addresgs, which was ag follows:—

Irrusraious Corpantons, — The
ceaseless march of fime has brought
us to the close of another Masonic
year, and while the shadows are
lengthening, the hour is opportune
for scanning the record of the dying
year. I need not say that it is with
a great deal of satisfaction that I am
once more permitted to meet the mem-
bers of this Grand Council. Looking
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back at the continual changes which
are taking place all about us, it is pro-
por that we should express our grati-
tude and thanks to the Holy One of
Israel for the inestimable blessings
which we have been permitted to en-
joy, and the fostering care which has

een vouchsafed us. We are again
together to meet in our annual ro-
union, the thirteenth since the incep-
tion of Grand Council, and I trust
that He who guides us in all things
may be with us in our deliberations,
and so direct our efforts that we may
be enabled to'give this beautiful rite
of ours renewed life and vigor. I find
.on locking over various addresses de-
livered in past years by my predeces-
gors that a vein of what may almost
be called extravagant hopefulness runs
through them. Hopefulness which I
am sorry to say hagnot been realized.
No careful observer of the condition of
the “Cryptic Rite” in Canada can
have failed to observe thut the pro-
gress it has made is not at all in pro-
portion to the claims which this rite
has on the Craft or fo the merits of
the principles which it upholds.
While other branches of the order are
steadily marching forward CrypticMa-
gonry appears tolag behind. A frank
explanation of the actual state of
affairs will, although not so agreeable
to members, yet be more beneficial to
the rite, and perhaps be the means of
enabling us to discover the weak
points, and, may be, apply the remedy.
Rose-colored statements sound well to
the ears of the listener, and look well
to the eye of the reader, but it is an
injustice for the members of the rite
to deceive themselves, and it would be
@ still greater injustice for me, as the
wchief officer of the body, tc allow this
pleasant dream to continue undisturb-
-ed. Let us be just. Some of ouwr
councils are in good working order,
and their numbers are slowly increas-
ang, others are in a state of lethargy
and are not making any progress,
while a few are practically dormant.
T confess that I am at a loss to appre-
Jend the ~auses which have led to this

result, and yet from general inquiries
made, I fancy that the impetus which
has been given to benefit org]ers and
to the higher rites in Masonry, in
which direction the tide of Masonis
feeling is flowing, partly explsins tho
lack of interest shown in o rite that
certainly stands without & rival in the
field of Masonry. I am afraid the$
some of the fault lies at the door of
the Inspectors-Greneral of the various
divisions who appear to have discharg-
ed their duties in a manner which
would indicate that while content to
receive the rank and honor at the
‘hands of their Companions, they have
lcoked upon their office as & sinecure,
the duties of which need not neces-
garily be discharged. There is no
justification for this, and I trust tha$
in future the office will not be offered
to any Companion who is not prepar-
ed to conscientiously fulfil its duties.
While in the foregoing I have looked
rather on the dark than on the bright
side of the picture, I still have faith
in the success of our rite, and fegl
conscious that renewed and well ap-
plied energy and care will in a very
short time producs the most beneficial
results. He is a poor physician who
only points out the evils without giv-
ing a remedy, and I should have
hesitated to point out the defects had
I not been prepared to at least recom-
mend measures which should be
adopted in removing them. In the
first place, I think that an officer of
the Grand Council should be specially
detailed to at once visit all councils,
examine the state of each council, and
report to the Grand Master, and if if
appear that the council so reported on
is in a state of torpor, or actually
dormant, that either means be taken
to “give it new life or withdraw the
warrant and have it transferred io .
another district or returned to the
proper officer of the Grand Council.
There should be no drones in the hive
of Cryptic Magonry. Better aave &
dozen working councils than fifty in o
state of coma. In the second placs,
greater care should be exercised in tha
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gdlection of Ingpectors-General. Onl:

thode who can give s positive pledge
hat they will faithfully perform theit
dlities should be installed. * In the
third place, an effort should be made
to pub the Cryptic Rile before our
Royal Arch Companions in its proper
light. It is the coping-stone of Cap-
itular Magonry, and the key-stone is

not firmly set unless it has been

placed in its position by the hands of
a Cryptic Mason. Lastly, I recom-
mend that the Grand Council meet
every year in the city of Toronto. I
am not an advocate of centr~lization
in all things, although I think that
Masonry would be more generally
prosperous if it revolved round a pivot

yoint, but I am fully satisfied, not
ﬁiﬂy from my own observation, but
from conversation with leading mem-
bers of the rite, that the present sys-
terh of following Grand Lodge, Graad
Chajpter, and the Great Prioryin their
pérambulations from place to place, is
1ot beneficial to e Grand Council.
Otir attendance at Grahd Council is
not increasing, in fact has rather dim-
ihished, and there is not the interest
tiken in our annual rheefings that
there was when we in the olden times
met annually in thé Provineial
metropolis. Ihave sometimes thought
that if the proposal made years ago in
the United States of making Cryptic
Masonry a prerequisite to Knight
Templarism were carvied out, it miglit
bear good fruit, but while the rule
would no doubt work well in the
United States, where Enight Tem-
plarism flourishes so luxariously, the
vésulb would be different here, where
that branch is not so extensive or so
foll of vigor. T commend these re-
nigrks to the careful consideration of
all who have the interest of the rite
at heart, and who desire to see it take
the position to which it has a just
eldim. I thank the executive officers,
H. IIl. Comps. Paniel Spry and David
MeLellan, for the valuable assistance
vhich they have rendered me during
the year, and although the work done
has not been burdensome, they have

shown a willingness and disposition
to undertake in their respective offices’
that which fell to their shara., Tor
the Companions of the rite who hon.'
ored me with their confideace in plac-'
ing me at the head of the Order, I re:
turn my mosbsincere thauks, and who-
ever shall have their favor in the year'
to come shall'have all the assistance
‘that lies in my power to render ifi’
promoting the cause which we all’
have so mach at heart. A

The following were eleoted oficers’
of the Grand Qouneil for the ensuidg’
Masonie year:— i

J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand’
Master (re-elected.) ‘

L. H. Henderson, Belleville, Deputy’
Grand Master.

R. Slater, St. Thomag, Grand Prin:
cipal Cond. of the Work,

David McLellén, Hamilton, Grand’
Treasurer.

J. G. Burns, Toronto, Grand Re-
cordey. .

A, E. Chatfield, Ottawa, Gran
Captain of the Guard.

H. X. Mgitland, Guelph, Grand
Lecturer, and thefollowing Inapectors-
General of Divisions:—E. H. Ray-
mour, London; John Seoon, Hamil-
ton; P. J. Slatter, Toronto; H. H.
‘Butterworth, Ottawa, and E. H. D.
‘Hall, North-west Territory.

The next meeting of the Cryptis
Rito will be held in Toronto.

—-oO

CLOSED,

The mid-summer season is not one
of customery Masonic activity. Free-
masons are bubt men of a larger
growth, and they need the rest that”
comes from a season of refreshinent:
If Jabior be diligently indulged in [lor
ten or eleven months in the year, the
remaining one or t..» ..1nths may
justly be devoted to scefreshment.
But let us see in preciscly what this
refreshment consists.

Many of our lodges, and other Ma-
sonic bodies, are sloged. The Tyler
stands not without, nor the Pursnivant
within, The dooris locked from with-
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out, not from within., The stations
are vacant, and the seats are all un-
occupied. The room is darkened, the
gavel ig silent, and there are no raps
3t the outer door to awaken the echoes
of the hall. The Jodge is cloged, and
stands closed. Death, however, is no
respecter of time or persons. Hver
and anon the brethren are cslled to-
gether to pay their last tribute of re-
spect to a deceased brother, and to
inter his vemains in Mother Earth
with the last rites of the Craft.
Death is a stern master, that masters
us all. His summons nore may dis-
obey. But never does he summon
ug, apparently, with more pleasure
than when we have agreed not to meet
until affer & summerrest. Wereckon
without his consent when we agree
that we will not meet until September.
“Lieaves kave their time to fall,
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s
breath,
And stars to set;—but all,
Thou hast all geasons for thine own, O
Desath 1”

The lodges are now closed, and the
seats set apart for occupancy by the
brethren are all vacant, and we find
no fault with it; on the contrary, we
applaud it. But just here let us pub
in a plea for the coming September,
and October, and November; for De-
cember we need say nothing, for it is
amply able to take care of itself, On
election night there is mno lack of
diligent attendance by the brethren.
But what is the average attendance at
our lodges during the months when
they are nov closed? Alas, in some,
nay, in many lodges, with & membexr-
ship on the roll of from one hundred
to two hundred brethren, there is too
often at the opening only enough to
open decently; during the work per-
haps a score or two; and at the close
but a handful again. As we recently
remarked, the first fact that an initiate
often observes on eatering an open
lodge, is the empty benches! One
might almost think that the Craft had
called off, or closed over! Such
thingg ought not to be, and now,
during the season of summer rest, be-

fore we are actually called on to re-
sume labor, is the time seriously to
think about the matter. All of usare
more or less derelict. We owe it to
owr Masonic bodies fo be punctually
present at least at o majority of their
meetings, and, if possible, at all of
them. We need not raise our voices,
but we should give owr presence. We
are compelled, by Death, to bury our
brethren, one by one, from time to
time, but we are not compelled to bury
our lodges, by habitually absenting
ourselves from them. The lodge
notices go out to-all the members,—all
are called, all are chosen,~—it cannot
be said of Masons withrespect to their
Masonic bodies, that ‘““many are called,
but few are chosen.” Suppose, even,
that for some good cause a summons is
issued to all of the members—the most
obligatory notice that can issue to Ma-
sons,—even then, although the attend-
ance ig probably doubled, still the
majority are absent. True, age, ab-
sence, sickmess, or some other wvn-
avoidable circumstance, doubtless
keeps some from coming, but not all
that remain away. No; it is indiffer-
ence, or thoughtlessness. They for-
get, or they don't thiak. But they
ought to think, and to remember.
They are not good Masons if they
don’t. They are worse than rusty,
they are corroded with the vanities
and pleasures of the world. They
forget that they are “‘a peculiar peo-
ple,” that they have been “‘chosen,”
segregated from the profane world,
and set apart for the performance of
those great Magonic duties which the
Fraternity enjoins upon every one who
has knelt at the altar of Freemasonry.
‘We may not habitually remain away
from our lodges without blame to our-
selves, and injury to the Craft. If
our seat be vacant no cne else can fill
it, for, to do so, he leaves his own
vacant. If every Mason .that con-
veniently could were to regularly at-
tend his lodge meetings, the work of
the Craft would be infinitely better
done, the various charitable funds of
Measonry would wmuch more rapidly
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grow, and the membership would
largely inereass, and with the hest
material, too. On all accounts, there-
fore, it is desirable that when our
lodges are opened, the fewness of those
present should not seem to indicate
that they are almost closed.

HOW SHALL WE PRESERVE THE

INTEREST IN THE LODGE?

It is a recognized fact, that not
only in this country, but in England,
ihere is a serious neglect of lodge at-
tendance, and many plans have been
suggested tc remedy it.

The first thing to ascertain is the
oause. Some say it is because tlLa
lodge no longer calls to refreshment
after lakor, as in days of yore. This
cannot be, for not only do they con-
tinue the banquet in England, bub
there they complain of one of its most
atfractive concomitants, the feast of
reason, and say that the same old
speech grows wegrisome after you
Lave heard it forty or fifty times; and

" in Portland Liodge, in 1806, when the
banquet was in its glory, the fact was
cerfified to Grand Lodge that they
constantly found difficulty in securing
she attendance of enough members to
work the DMaster’s degree, yet their
total membership could not have been
short of 150. One of the great draw-
backs to the banquet and the flowing
bow! was the having to pay for it on
the spot. Clearly, the restoration of
the banquet will not save us. Now,
the percentage of Temp'ars to Master
Masons in 1816, was 1% per cent. In
1848, it was 2 per cent. In 1865, it
had got up to 6, and in 1882, to 9.
It is gaining % per cent. & year, and a
simple equation will show that in 864
years, at this rate, the Templars will
be ahead. This gain shows that the
higher branches offer the most attrac-
tions. As we have shown that it is
not the banquet, it follows that it must
bo the titles.

No, gentlemen, do not say we do
not care for titles. Why do we al-
ways put “Esq.” on a letter, when we

wish t~ please tho receiver? Why do
men gerve in ungrateful munieipal
offices? Why do they go to legisla-
ture, to the neglect of business and
loss of money? Why do they go to
congress, although they weary of it?
Why strive to be President, when they
know that the place 13 disappointing
and the after-fall disheartening? A
title of distinction fills a grea$ aching
void in the human breast. ¢ Sir
Knight" is an appellation which
maketh the heart to glow, and how
much more go the title of ““Sublime
Prince of the Royal Secret!” It need
not be argued that it is not recognized
outgide the lodge halls, for here is the
Detroit Free Press, telling how fifty
uniformed Sublime Princes of the
Royal Secret went from Chicago to
Grand Rapids, and were guests of
honor there; and Judge McCurdy said:
“We welcome you with sll the cordi-
ality and enthusiastic pride which the
presence of manly men and Prince
Royal ever inspires.”

The remedy is for the lodge to raise
ity titles ag high as the highest. Lt
it build out, so that instead of the
higher orders projecting like & prepos-
terous Mansard Roof, they shall taper
off like a pyramid, and the foundation
shall be the most prominent.- We do
not suggest the nomenclature, but the
glowing minds which have furnished
the titles for the higher ordvrs are
equal to the task. Irit is a good
thing for the few, why may not the
blessing be extended to all the Crafts-
men? We all need something to liff
us above the cold dull earth. Im-
agination does this. 'Whan we used to
read tales of chivalry, did we not al-
ways dream of rescuing distressed
princesses? K.aghts errant did not
waste their time on village maidens,
but always rusned in and carried off
a princess. Kvery man has the po-
tentianity of greatness within him,
even as the acorn contains the stately
oak, although it does not alway 1 gex-
minate, When we think how many
Roman Emperors sprang from ob-
seurity to the empire of the world, we
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feel that we are neglecting our oppor-
tunities, It i8 true that somo cynies
may argue that these be exnpty titles,
but are they not as filling as the Bax-
mecide feast to which our Presidents
git down? And is it nob posgible that
the President would be happer if he
wer styled “Royal Highness” than
he ig thus stinted to a simple title
that any little club can bestow? Per-
haps some of these Sublime Princes
of the Royal Secret slipped off their
uniforms the next day, and travelled
around Grand Rapids to gather in a
few orders, but if they did, they knew
in their own souls, and many of the
Grand Rapidians knew, thal, they were
Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret
in disguise. Did not the great Haroun
2l Raschid put on the garb of the
humble fishermen and cast the nets
himself? True, he complained to the
fisherman that the fleag in the bor-
rowed garments troubled him, but the
wige, though humble f<'erman, re-
plied, «0O, Caliph, m:md thera nof,
you will geb used to them!” So with
our Sublime Princes of the Royal
Secret, when they put on the garb of
the world. The carking cares of busi-
ness may annoy them, and envy may
traduce them, but the heroic soul
rises to heights that dwarf the petty
affairs of life, and the Sublime Prince
of the Royal Secret can truly say that

“His mind to him a kingdom is.”
—Bxchange.

>

The present circulation of the Ma-
sonic Advocate i3 6,500 copies. Good.

The Masons of Indiana, or a por-
tion of them at least, have felt them-
selves oppressed by helping to pay the
debt on their Masonic Temple, now
reduced to $45,000. The Masons of
Pennsylvania appear to be happy
with a debt on their Magonic Templs
of $1,026,850, and paying an annual
interest of $68,975. Is it a mabter
of education, discipline, or Masonic
zoal that makes the difference in these
two loealities ?

¥

FREEMASONRY IV RUSSIA,

BY JAMES B, GRANT, 82°%

It was the Grand Liodge of Liondon
that established the first lodge a$
Moscow, in 1781, under the reign of
the Empress Anna Ivanowa, and for
the purpose of constitating others in
the country, petented Jobhn Phillips
as Provincial Grand Master. Frae-
masonry mede but very little progress
in Russia, and it was not until the
year 1771 that the first lodge was
crganited ab St Petersbarg. In
1772 the Grand Lodge of Liondon de-
livered to John Yelaguine, a Senator
and Privy Councillor, & patent con-
stituting him Provincial Grand Mas-
ter for Russia, After his death ha
was suasceeded by the Count Roman
Woronsow. At this time the lodges
increased to a groater extent in St.
Petersburg than in any other portion
of the empire, the membership be-
longing in great part to the nobility.
Under the reign of Catharine II. it
would have been difficult to find in
St. Petersburg & noble who was nof
a Freemason. It is true that the
empress oftex manifested some oha-
grin when, after finding but a single
chamberlain in attendance upon her,
she inguired for such and such & ohe
as she missed, and was told that he
had gone to the lodge; but, neverthe-
less, she was well enough disposed
toward the fraternity to have her son,
Paul I. initiated immediately apon
his becoming of age. The high de-
grees, and above all, those of the
system of Striet Observance, invaded
the territory of Russia about the year
1775, and it Jacked nothing of creat-
ing the same disorders it had every-
where caugsed. Meny of the lodges,
professing only the English Rite, had
no desire to saceept this Templar
parody, which was principally the
cauge of the interdiction of Fru-m--
sonry in 179C.

The system of Strict Observance,
undeyr the patronage and Grand Mas-
torship of the Duke of Brunswick,
had organized at St. Petersburg a
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power, updet the title of Grand Liedge
of the Nrder of Viadimir, which as-
sumed » direct all the lodges of
Russia, and thus came in conflict
with 8 great many operative lodges
which practised only the English
Rite. In few countries did Masonry
rise to the splendor it atfained nader
Catnarine IL., for the Masonic temples
at St. Petersburgh were indeed
palaces. Many beneficial establish-
ments were also founded by her direc-
tions and under her patronage. Dur-
ing the sojourn of the King of Sweden,
QGustavas III.,, in St. Petersburg,
who in hizs own counfry was Grand
Master of the Templar Liodges, (which
is virtually the same as Strict Obser-
vance), the lodges of this system gave
Zrim the most superb feasts, at which
he assisted with his whole suite,
composed entirely of Freemasons.
Notwithstanding these brilliant ap-
pearances, the true Freemasonry, so
far from making corresponding pro-
gress in Russis, had on the contrary
degenerated to such a point that the
Himpress Catharine not only ~penly
expressed her discontent = reat fo
the gentlemen of her court, 1. ¥espech
to the abuses which were being intro-
duced, but published & pamphlet very
severe in ifs strictures against Free-
masons. 1t bas been translated into
French and German, a copy of which
we have seen in London. §uch was
the situation of Masonry in Raussia
upon the accession of Paul I. to the
throne in 1796. Although he had
been initiated, this prince had allowed
Rimself ‘o he prevailed upon by in-
triguants, who obtuined of him an
interdiction of Masonic assemblies, as

well as those of all other secret socle- ]

ties, under the most severs penalties.
Subsequently, regarding the Order of
the Knights Templar as the true
possessors of Masonia science, he

desived to re-establish that Order,,
and, in fact, in order to Lasten this‘

pretended regensration of Masonry,

he had on Dec. 16th, 1798, taken the i
title of Grand Master of the Order of |
Wfalts, as a means of more effectually |

acocomplishing his purpose. After-
wards, however, he renounced the
project, which was, in fact, impras-
ticable,

To Paul 1., assassinated March
23rd, 1801, succeeded Alexander I.
At once he confirmed the interdiction:
pronounced by his predecessor against
Freemsasonry, but in 1808, conse-
guent upon & circumstantial report
which he ordered {o be made upon
the subject and principies of Freema-
sonty, he revoked it and was himself:
ivitiated. We have been unable to
ascertain the exact date of the cere-
mony, the place or the lodge in which
it took place, ner can we assert that.
he ever took paxt in the labors of the:
fraternity, no record ean be found:
It is pretty well known, however, that
he always exhibited a certain degree
of mistrustin the institution, Russian-
like.

The Granﬁ Lodge of Vladimir,
which, with the operative lodges under
its jurisdietion, were suspended by the:
interdiction pronounced by Paul L.,
after 1808 awoke to renewed eotivity.
From that time the sirumggle recom-
menced. The lodges of the English
aystem established a mew Mesonic
cude for all the lodges of Russia; but
not wishing to recognize certain pri-
vileges that the Grand Liodge of
Viadimir vevindicated, and to with-
draw forever from the systematic
domination of it, he founded in 1815
another Grand Liodge under the title
f **Astrea,” of which the rules and
regulations were approved by the
government, and which from that
time directed all the lodgesin Russia.-
Though Freemsasonry has not greatly
estended, it appears that it afforded
some unquiet to the Emperor Alex-
ander, for by an ukese dated August

"21st, 1821, he interdicted onew all

Masonic assemblies, and, in the auto-
graph reseript that he addressed to
his minister.charged with the execu-
tion of this nkase, he based his pro-
mulgation upon the assertion that the
lodges cccupied themselves with the
discussion of political subjects. None

-
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of the suceessors of Alexander have
rovoked this prohibition. Further
comment upon Masonry in Rassia
would bs supsrfluons. Masonry re-
meins under & ban of this interdie-
tion, and in the present condition of
its politieal affairs, we are verywumuch
inclined to think that it will continne
80 to remain, until by some stapen-
dous power the light of humanity will
be permitted to shine in their hearts,
or we shiould say, of their govern-
ment.

WHICH SHALL GOVERN.

‘When men nnite themselves foge-
thor 2s a body, association, or society
for any purpose, the first thing they
do is to adbpt a code of laws for their
governmient. In all voluntary orga-
nizations of this sort the laws so
formed are the express will of all
those who are to be governed by
them, whether voting for or against
them, becongs they are bound to
stdept the will of a Tnajority as their
own. When soenacted they must be
cheyed, not only by the majority who
voted for them, but by the minority
&3 well, for the same obligation rests
upon the cone as the other. Sach
Iaws, however, may be chenged at any
time in soch manner as may be pro-
vided in them for -alteratioms or
emendments, or new ones enacted,
shonld there be oceasion for them.
Of course, all fundamental principles
must 58 maintained inviolate, in order
to preserve the institution 1n accord-
snce with it original design.

It is ¢, general rule of practice in
ell deliberative bodies, in the decision
of ell metters coming before them on
which o vote is taken, that a majority
skell govern. There may be a fow
exceptions requiring a two-thirds or
threg-fourths vote, or even unanimity,
but unless so speocially provided for,
& mdjority decides all questions.
Sach iy also the practice in Masonis
bodies except so far ag perteins to a
scoret ballot. A majority vote of the
membsrs present expressss the will of

a Jodge, and after & vots has beer
taken, it is as much the duty of thoss:
who vote&ZfJ & roinority to sustain
the action had as if they head voted
with the majority. . This, we think, is
sound Masonic doctrine, in accord-
ance with the principles and tezch-
ings of Masonry, and as such is gen-
erally accepted by well informed
Masons,

‘We have endeavored to define our
position clearly upon this point before
copying a short article from the last'
number of the Voice of Masonry, to
which we wish to reply briefly. The
Voice says:—

«The Masonic Advocate hag taken its-
place in the ranks of the congquesting
theorists in forming Grand Lodges:
It can not see why minorities should
have any rights, in such cases, that
should be respected. It forgets that
oft the one black cdbe is right and all
the white balls wrong, and thatit was
Satan who ruined Paradise. We do
not believe in any dissent wher o
Grand Tiodge is to be formed, but,
should there be any, we insist that it
shall bs overcome by fraternal love,—
not by coercion and outlawry. We
are right, and will not swerve from
our daty.” P

Every Grand Liodge in the United
States we believe, with one exception,
has decided that it is the right of
three or more lodges, or a majority of
them when more then three, working
in the State or Territory in which no
Grand Liodge has been established,
to unite and form & Grand Liodge for
such State or Territory, 2nd when so
formed it shall have exclusive juris.
diction withinit. This we hold to be
good Masonic law and practice, and
for this opinion the .Advocate is
charged with being & *‘conquesting
theorist” by the PFoice, which holds
to tha doctrine that no Grand Liodge
can thus be formed, shounld there ba
ong lodge nnwilling to enter into the
orgenization. Thero maybs five, ten
or twenty lodges in favor of it and
only one opposed, but the Foice would
have the one control 21l the rest. This
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is its idea of how the rights of the
minority must be respected. We
don’t take any stock in swph foolish-
nags, and are happy to say there are
but very few Masons who do.

Dut what can Bro. Brown mean
when he says, “It forgets that oft the
ono black cmhe is right and sll the
v hite balls wrong, and that i was
Saten who ruined Paradise.” "He
gays that he ig right, and must there-
fore be the black cube among the
white balls, but how about the bal-
ancoe of the quotation? We must
confess our inability. to discover the
point Bro. Browr would make in his
favor by representing the-author of
that little trouble that occurred way
back in the honeymeoon of Paradise.
The illustration is too far-fetche@ for
our comprehension. What a black
cube among white balls, or Satan in
Parrdise, has to do in deciding the
question whether & majority shall
- rule or not in forming a Grand Liodge
is beyond our ken.

If they are to illustrate the respec-
tive rights or merits of majorities and
minorities «n generai, we are willing
to concede all their virtnes to the
minority. Our experience in Mason-
ry is that when there is but “ne black
cube among the white balls, it is
gencrally as far from being right as
Satan was in Paradise. We have no
desire to be represented by either of
them in our connection with AMasonry.

But to clinch the whole matter the
Voice says: “We are right, and will
not swerve frem our duty.” = We like
to see a man stand upon his convie-
tions of right, but when we find our-
self standing alone against the opinion
and judgment of all others, it is hard
to resist the conviction that we may
possibly be wrong. At least the pre-
sumption is €o strong in $uch cages
that we are willing to abide the re-
salt, and let the responsibility rest
upon the msjority. This right we
claim a8 o minority, and it is all we
can ask.—Masonic Advocate.

Subscrive for TEz CnArTsxax.

THE SNAKE IN ZDEN.

The Report of the Foreign (lom-
mittse of Mississippi in its revie of
the Grand Liodge proseedings of
Menitoba, containa the following
Dassages:—

«“The Grand Master says he was
not oelled on to make any decisions!
Happy Grand Master! The addrezz
is mainly confined to loocal business,
and was referred to the Board of
General Purposes. An intelligent
report was mede thereon by the
Board, in which his positions were
generally approved.

“Qur illustrious Bro. General Pike
hed visited the Grand Liodgs and de-
livered an sble and edifying address.
The Board advised the infroduciion
of the Ancient and Accepted Scoitish
Rite within their jurisdiotion, becauss,
“from personal knowledge of its teach-
ings, some of your Board ean vouch
for its many cxceilencies.,’ This is
all right, but does not the Grand
Liodge go beyond the length of its
cable tow when it indorses or recom-
mends degrees up to the 88rd, of
which it knows nothing?”

We aro not af all surprised thaf
sour illustrious Bro. Gen. Pike,” who,
sinee the collapse of the Liost Cause,
in whose military propagation he
figured somewhat ignominionsly, has
been flourishing asa degres peddler
right and left, has made converts in
“those far off parts” of the Red River,
inesmuch as “distance lends enchani-
ment to the view,” while here, upon
the banks of the Hudson, he would
neither be allowed to visit our Grand
Liodge officially or to have delivered
any remarks touching Scottish Ma-
sonry in any of its shapes.

Before his participation in the Re-
bellion, Bro. Pike was an Arkansas
lawyer and . backwoods politician,
acute, pleusible, and cunning, who,
having picked up Bro. Mackey and
his Scotch Rite Machine during o
oasual visit to Cherleston, S. C., ran
both to his personal sadvantage,
mainly upon Mackey's reputation,

-
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antil, after reconstruction of the
Sonth, both turned up in the Nation-
al Qepitol as lobbyists and: claim pro-
geoutors. The Grand Liodge of Man-
itoba in listening to the voice of this
Masonic syren not only committed an
unpardonable error, but, in sanction-
ing the introduction of the Scottish
Rite into its jurizdiotion, hes laid
itself open to severance of fraternal
velations with all Ancient York Grand
Lodges of Amerioa, who justly regard
the two systems as antagonistic and
not to be tolerated as co-existents
within the same boundaries.—Corner
Stone.

We taoroughly and emphatically
agree with our contemporary. No
Grand Yiodge hes any right to inter-
fere iIn any way with any of the
higher grades, o long as they do not
infringe upon Ancient Oraft Masonry.

TERPLARY,

Our Order professes to be founded
upon the Christian religion, and each
member avows himself to be “a firm
believer in that religion.” Before all
things let us sgee to it that we are
sound in the orgenic principles. It
is not enough for & men to say, I
am o firm believer in the Christian
religion,” if we know him to be a
scoffer and an infidel. We are on
guard; we have vowed to defend the
Christian religion, and we are un-
faithfol soldiers if we permib unbe-
Yevers to pass through ths lines.—
Sir E. T Carson.

Just 8o, my brother, and one of the
best ways o prevent the unbeliever
passing through your lines, is to pat
in practice the suggestion we offered
some time 8g0, viz.: to compel all to
andergo a certain probation (nofless
than one year) sfter passing through
the ceremonies of the Blue Lodge,
before admitting them into the *“high-
er Orders.”

The present system is undounbtedly

_derogatory to both the Symbolic and

the Christian Orders. To the first,
beocause as soon as the candidate hes
become the posseasor of the third de-
gree of Masonry, and before he has
hed time o nrdorstand the meaning
of the lessons, he is rushed at light-
ning speed to the outposts of the
Christian Camp, and there, without
anything further than a formal “Who
goes there?” he is allowed to enter
the Camp, and from that day, in the
large majority of cases, he is & stran.
ger to the lodge which gave him light.

It is derogatory to the Chrisfian
Order, from the faot that so many
have been allowed to enter their
Camp, who, although taking upon
themselves the golemn vows as to
their belief in the Christian religion,
and their determination to defend and
maintain its principles, ars well
known to the outer world to hold no
more belief in the Divinity of the
Redeemer than our dear Brother
Cexson has in the Divinity of Vishnu.
‘We believe it would not bs a hard
day's travel to find and point ouf
specimens of this class in the city of
Cincinnati. The parties we allude to
were of the class who were hurried
along at the lightning speed before
mentioned. If the probationary test
hed been applied, they would never
have reached the altitude they have
ettained., Not very long ago o couple
of friends were taken together through
the first three degrees. They ex-
pressed a desire to stop, for a time,
at that point, so as to become ptrofi-
cient in the work., One of their
friends said, “Don’} you do i#; get on
as fast as you can, for fear somcthing
might heppen to. stop you.” That is
just what is the matter; something
would happen to a great many, if the
brothren were allowed time to get
properly scquainted with them. Ve
think Bro. C. could testify to the
truth of this ussertion in certain
cases.

In o lefter received from an es-
teemed brother & few days ago, e
find the following: “The lodges have
plenty of work; o much so that spe-
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oials are aalled wwackly, so na to get
the candidates through, many of them
being desirous of - reaching the Comman-
dery, and 59 get qualified to go on the
pilgrimage to San Francisco.”

‘'he italics are ours.

Now, what sort of Masonry san be
expected from these people? And
what sort of Ouriatian soldiers are
they likely to become, wken their
avowed objeot is to be encbied to go
%o Californie and havs “‘a big time?”

Brethren, if you valus the fature of
your Order, you will not he content
with the simple assertior, “I am &
firm believer in the Christian reli
gion.,” You will demand more ac-
quaintance with thé applicants for
your fraternal xecognition; and al-
thongh a lengthened knowledge of the
candidates raight, yea would, reduce
the number of accessicus to your
tanks, you would lessen the namber
of those to whora the finger of scorn
could be pointed by thoee who, know-
ing them better than yon, sre satis-
fied that the vows they have taken
are to them—%o spesk mildly—only
empty words,—Masonic Chronicle,

DEATH OF BRO. COBRNELIUS
MOORE.

The June number of the Masonic
Review brings the following sad intel-
ligence:—

“We delay the issue of the June
number for the announcsment of the
death of Brother Cornelins Moore,
which occurred in Windsor, Canada,
on Sunday, the third day of June.
.Bro. Moore’s name is a familiar one
in fhe memories of tha Masonic Fra-
tornity througkout the land. He
was the founder and editor of the
Masonic Review, ard. for many years
conducted the work witk marked
ability and distingnished success. He
socattered abroad a3 vast amount of
information among the Craft, and
was really an expert in Masonio tra-
ditions, landmearks, statutes, and in-
torpraiations. As a writer and lec-
turer he was a favorita among us,

and by his genial spirit .and gondd
fellowship he endeared. himself to the
Brotherheod, witi whom his memory
will ever he o trezsure.

For a mmuver of years Bro. Mdoye
hag been in il heslth, and for the
wosh part retired froxa the selivities
of Masonic work, contrihusing oxly
ocoacionally, and to the iast, to tiie
varigus Magonic publications, He
was ponorad to the end with $he ¢on-
fidence and estaem of his brethren,
who endeavored to ameliorate the
sufforing conditions of his last and
long illness.

Bro. Moore was & member of Kil-
winning Liodge of this aity, aud of
Reed Qommandery, of Dayton, Ohio,
and of the Ancient and Acceptad
Seoftish Rite, Ohio Consistory. These
bodies, wore atientive to Bro. Moore
during his illness, and sassisted by
their hands and hearts to smooth and
cheer his path during the olosing
hours of life.

The remains are to be broughi
from Windsor, Canada, to Dayton,
Ohio, where they will be received and
taken in oharge by Reed Commman-
cdery; from thence they will be brought
to Cumminsville by Reed Comman-
dery, escorted by Hanselmann Com-
mandery, to be interred in the Wes-
leyan cemetery at Cumminsville.

As 2 personal friend, we mourn
the departure of our dear brother;
but remembering his ripened years
and active work, we are glad that it
was peaceful, and are sure that his
rest will be sweet.”

The next morning after being raisad
to the sublime degree of Afaster Ma-
son, nearly a quarter of o century
since, we subscribed for $he Masenic
Review, then the only Masonicjournai
in the West, and of which Bro. Cox-
nelius Moore was then edifor and
publisher. Our file of this excellent
Masonic magazine is complete since
that date, and for Bro. oore, the
original foander of it, we hava elways
had the highest regard. A Iong life
service he gave for the good of
Mesonry, and his name ghould for-
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«aver be remembered wmong Masous,

for his earnest efforts fo bunild ny the |.

Inetitution in accord&nce with those
nobla nnnn"ﬂoa nf L 1

u-.\.muvLLy .I..IUV@,
Relief ‘and Tm(sh upon which it is
based.

As stated above, Bro. Moore was
the founder, and edited the Revicw
for many years. He made it worthy
of the support of the Craft generally,
and in retnrn received a liberal and
paying patronage, especially from the
Masons of Indiana. But as other
Masonic journals were established,
and compstition required renoted
exeriions tc ensure success, Bro.
Moore seems to have lacked the
ehility to compete successfully, and
was foreed to abandon the field to his
more energetic rivals. He endea-
vored afterwards to establish & Ma.
soxic journal at Detroit, Mich., but
failed to ynske it o success, Then,
advanced in years, he found himself
withoui the mesns for support, and
‘thus ended his life dependent wpon
others to meet his daily wants. He
deserved & Dbetter requital for his
1abors for the good of Magonry.

Bro\Moore was also a Knight of
the Red Cross of Rome and Constan-
tine, having hed the degree commu-
nicated when in Cineinnati in 1867
-or 1868, by R. I, Sir Kt. R. Ramsay,
Ingpector-General at large. Bro.
Moore was beloved by all who knew
him, and will be long held in remem-
brance by the thousands of Masonic
friends who have heard the words and
read the writings of the Old Man
Elogwent. Peace be to his ashes.—
I, Cragrsien,

— e

There ars now three Supreme
-Councils of the Scottish Rite in Can-
ada claiming Supreme and Sovereign
Juris¢istion over the Dominion. It
i¢ anderstood, however, that an amal-
gamation will take place between two
-of them.

A LONG LOOK AHEAD.'

Last week we looked backward—it
was.the last 1sue of our sixteenth

volume; this week—fthe first issue of
our seventeenth volume, we shall look
forward. The whole future is before
as, 8¢ that we may take a long look
ahead. 'We do not propase to limit
our foresight to a year, or o adecade;
we do not know that we shall stop
even with a century. We will take
advantage of our position and peer
into the fsr future,—we leave the
reader to say how far.

The firet notable fact we observe
with regard to the Fraternity is, that
there are ‘millions in it.” The num-
ber of the jurisdictions is legion, and
the numb.. of Freemasons almost be-
yond computation. The ratio of the
ini.iated to the profane is not much
larger than now, but the population
of the world is immense, and we have
our full share of it congregated in
lodges. The time has gone by when
Freemasons were feared, or reviled,
or ridiouled,—they are now simply
loved. They have lived down oblo-
quy, and have no dissension with the
‘world’s people.” -Better than that,
we have no dissension among our-
selves. The war of the rites hasg
ended. There are no partizans or
partizan journeals. All are for the
Craft, as the Craft is for all. All the
brethren are ¢ Free,” and all are
«Accepted.” A brother may belong
to all the Masonic bodies, and yet
have a few evenings & month to him-
self. Everything has become =zd-
justed to everyother thing. Business
ig business and Masonry is Masonry.
Retributive edicts are obsolets,
Grand Mesters and Grand Seoretaries
and W. Macers and Secrefaries, are
the farthest remove from dictatorial, .
—they are simply the kind, consider-
ato and fraternel executives of the
Craft, and the brethren are all order-
ly, wellsinformed, and easily gov-
erned. A Masonic Templs is a place
where & brother can get any Masonic

informetion he needs, freely, couz-
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teously, and satisfactorily. The dis-
fressed are never sent empty away,
and impostors are unknown. Mil:
Ienial, isn’tit? ’'7Tis like a little hea-
ven below. And so it ought to be.
The Masonry that is not heavenly is
‘not Masgonry., Genuine Magonry is
mild and good-fempered, as well as
charitable ; it is helpfal, morally and
matorially; it is fraternal in its gov-
ernment, and all those of its obedi-
erce both respect and love those in
authority.

But what are those vast assem-
blages of buildings that we ses in
every central city? And what means
the busy life within? The edifices
are plenly Masonic; for the square
and compasses, carved over their por-
tals, indiocate that the great uaiversal
brotherhood bes marked them as ifs
own. One, the stateliest of them alj,
evidently is a temple, the home of the
Craft. Bverything within is spacions
and beautiful. The vast temple is a
anit, and in its several parts is a
triumph of art, and an exemplification
of the art of symbolism. In construc-
ticn and in decoration there is noth-
ing that is mot symbolic. Nothing
has g profane use—the temple is de-
voted exclusively to Freemasonry.
There is nothing androgynous about
it; there are never mixed asserahlages
gathered in it to behold public spec-
tacles; no profane enters it to gaze ab
a public installation when a lodge is
holding & communioation, stated or
special. Shows have long since been
abolished from Masonry, and rele-
gated where they belong, to purely
public assemblages. But those other
buildings, scarcely less stately than
the temple, what are they? Those
are schonls and homes and asylums.
The Craft is doing its foll duty fo it-
self and its merbers. It cares for its
aged, and it nurtures the youth of its
decessed indigent members. Not on-
ly is it true, “‘once a Mason, always
8 Mason,” bui, ‘“‘once s Mason, the
grim visage of disease, of misfortune
and of death, no longer possesses the
old-time terror.,” The Craft cares for

its members through life, and for
their widows and orphans after their
death. It is paternal ag well as fra-
ternal, It does everything that can
be donme, in this world, for the welfare
of its own.

at, in & word, is the great ag-
grogate presented to view by Free-
masonry in the distance? (1) Abso-
lute unity; (2) Complete charity; (8)
Perfeot fraternity; and (4) the ame-
lioration of the coudition of all its
members, and of their widows and
orphans.

Do you wonder that we sre proud
of such a Fraternity? Is it nob evi-
dent that the Grand Architect of the
Univerge laid itz corner-stone and
placed its gap-stone? So numerous,
go powerful, so helpful, who would
not cherish and land the Craft.

Is this & long look shesd? Why
should it be? There is mo rezson
why, in the very near fature, all that
we have mentioned should not be
renlized, Freemasonry may do if;
nay, s doing it. The germinating
prinociples and accomplished achieve-
ments of the Fraternity are compe-
tenBto produce all these results, and
produce them speedily. All that is
needed is the earnest, astive co-opera-
tion of every Freemason. It is &
part of the mission of the Keystons to
bring this about, by diffusing Masonie
light and energizing Masonic wills.
In proof that it has aided in this good
work we have the testimony of many
disinterested brethren. Its power for
good is coincident with its ciroulation,
and hence every brother who extends
this is advancing the interests of the
Craft. Let us all labor together, as-
sured that there comsth a season of
refreshmenrt, when we shall ali re-
joice together over our completed
work and be satisfied.—Keystone.

The Sovereign Sznctuary of Can-
ada has sevenieen chartered Rose
Croix Chapters on its rolls, axd three
under dispensation. We understand
petitions for several new chapters are
algo likely soon to be presented.
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e Gooadinn Graftanan,

"7 Port Hope, September 15, 1885,
MASONIC BIGOTRY.

It appears almost paradoxical to
employ such a term as ¢ Masonio
Bigotry,” but that many brethren and
olagses of cliques of the Fraternity
poasess it to & great extent, cannot
for & moment be denied. The very
fact that there is & constant tendency
upon the part of eertain Masonio
Rites to obtain exelusive control over
cortain Masonic organizations, to the
detriment of other Masonic Rites,
equally legitimate, is sonclusive proof
of the narrow-minded bigotry that
eontrols & certain class of Masons.
The recent ridiculous and unwarrant-
able action of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, in endeavoring to
legislate upon Masonic degrees, the
merits or demerits of which they, as
Blue Lodge Masons, cannot possibly
be acquainted with, proves the tend-
ency of some Masons endowed for a
brief period with power, to usarp aun-
thority. The intolerant manner in
which the United Grand ILodge,
Grand Mark Lodge, and Grand Chap-
ter of LEngland, are at this present
time treating the Masons of Quebec,
the Masons of the Dominion, and in
fact the Masons of the continent, is
proof positive—if proof were required
—that a spirit of intolerant bigotry
against us exists in the minds of the
leading spirits in Craft, Mark and
Capitular Masonry in England., If
nob, why does not the Grand Lodge
of England say to her constituent
lodges in Montreal, “If you will re-
main with us, you must at least live
in amity with the Grand Lodge in

whose jurisdiction you are located,
and make your by-laws conform, as
near as possible, with their statutes
and edicts, so that peace and har-
mony may prevail.” But, no; the
Grand Lodge of England literally
encourages these lodges to show their
bigotry and intolerance by defying
the well recognized regulations of
Magonry on the continent, and by
allowing one of its lodges to initiate,
pass and raise candidates which other
lodges bave rejected, and thus actual-
ly make the ballot box in Canada an
useless engine and the black-ball
harmless. Yet the Grand Lodge of
England defends such proceedings,
and thus caunsea bitterness and heart-
burpning amongst twenty thousand
loyal Masons, who by such acts see
the Heir Apparent of the Throne, asg
Grand Master of England, apparent-
ly aiding an effort to injure an insti-
tution they love so well.

Again, was it anything but Masonie
bigotry of the most contemptible kind
which induced the Grand Chapter of
England to literally tell the leading
Royal Arch Masons of Quebec thab
they lied in re¢ the defunct Vieboria
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 440, of
Montresl, when it dared to revive it
by s duplicate warrant, after the
positive assertion of such men as
Comps. A. A. Stevenson, Gr. Sup. of
the District at the time of the surren-
der of the warrant; Thomes Milton,
P. G. Sup. of the same District; W,
Bro. Torrance, P. M. of St. George
Lodge, No. 440, E. R., who all de-
clare that such chapter has not work-
od for years, and the two former give
day and date of surrender of its war-
rant by unanimous consent, viz.; on
January 16th, 1864, and from the re-
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port of the Grand Superintendent of
the Montreal District to the Grand
Chapter of Quebec, in that same year,
Comp. Btevenson, P.G. M. of G.L. of
Canada, officially reports his action
on the same, yet, after such proof,
incontestible,—or else these men are
liars, and have been so and were so0
in 1864,—Col. Chadwell Clarke curtly
writes to say, “After careful consid-
eration of the same, II, R. H. regrets
ke is unable to alter his decision.”
In plain words, Col. Clarke advises
the Prince to insult the Masons of
the Grand Chapter of Quebec by
telling them their statements are
false (though every Mason of siand-
ing in Montreal knows the reverse),
and advises him to grant a duplicate
warrent to & body that has passed
ander the name of Mount Horeb, No.
25, on the registry of the Gurand
Chapter of Canada since 1864, when
it unanimously gave up its English
warrant, and remained, and was regu-
larly roported as Mount Horeb, No.
251, G. R. C., till the formation of
the Grand Chapter of Quebec, when
it became No. 6 on that Grand Juris-
diction, and still remains so on the
registry of the Grand Chapter of Que-
beo. But now, in order to spite the
Royal Arch Masons of our sister Pro-
yince, and to satisfy the vindictive
spleen of & few in Montreal, Col.
Clarke places the Princs of Wales in
a false and unenviable position.

Turn the picture. How have the
Quebeo Royal Arch Chepters treated
their Companions of St. Paul’s Chap-
ter, who preferred standing aloof
from the Grand Chapter of Quebec?
They treated them, in cur opinion,
most politely and decently, by con-
ferring upon them the infermediate

degrees, without which they could uot
have visiled a single Royal Arch
Chapter on this continent. But in
return for this courtesy, the Grand
Chapter of England, through her
official rep:esentative, the Grand
Scribe ., wilfully insults every Royal
Arch Companisn in Quebec, by refus-
ing to accept the official testimony of
men who have held the highest posi-
tions of the Craft in this country and
would scorn to prevaricate or exag-
gerate the truth,

‘We have already alluded to the
still more outrageons proceedings of
the Grand Mark Lodge of England,
which even the London Freemason
thinks a ‘strongish Order.” Now,
we have quoted these instances to
prove how Masonie bigotry at times
rules in the heart of individual Ma-
sons, and reigns supreme in Masonia
Bodies. These outrages and invasions
in Quebec are nothing else than the
offepring of Masonie intolerance and
Masonic bigotry. If these applicants
for charters, etc,, to English Grand
Bodies were true Freemasons, they
would help to build up instead of
tearing down with vandal hands the
altars of Freemasonry in this their
realm or adopted eountry, and we say
fearlessly, if the Grand Bodies of
England were guided by & proper
Masonie spirit, they would not strive
to cast the apple of discord into the
Magonie camp of another jurisdiction,
and especially one of their own colonies.
Insult after insult will not tend fo
draw the ties of ocolonial affection
closer to the British Throne, if it is
constantly confinued, and now four
Colonial Grand Lodges, whose mem-
bers are composed of loyal citizens,
find their efforts in the cause of Ma-.
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sonry cramped and crippled, beoause
of the intolerant narrow-mindedness
and the Masonic bigotry of the rulers
of the Magonic Grand Bodies over
which the Heir Apparent to the
Throne presides. The matter is one
of serious import. Colonial Masons
have the same rights and privileges
as Magons in the mother country;
their bodies are composed of loyal and
true men; and their leaders are men
of unblemished reputation and un-
tarnished honor. Yet the Grand
Chapter of Eingland refuses to accept
their Masonic word, and the Grand
Lodge of England openly recognizes
a system which virtnally does away
with the ballot-box in this country
and liferally throws the doors of Ma-
sonry opsn to anybody and every-
body. We warn the Grand Bodies of
England that they are committing a
fatal error and doing an irretrievable
injustice to the Canadian Craft. In
Masonry we should ever endeavor to
trample down Masonic Intclerance
and Masonis Bigotry.

24 &

A FEW DUTIES,

It is most extraordinary that so
fow members of the Mystic Tie take
an active part in the actual daties of
the lodge-room, and still fower in the
practical labors of Masoary in the
outside world. Unforfunately, how-
ever, the proportion is very small.
The majority apparently think that
2 soon as they take their degrees
their duties are ended and they are
at liberty to remain drones in the
hive from that time forth. Now, if
these brethren would only study their
obligations, they would feel that they
are really violating sacred promises,

villingly given, unsolicited. How
can they teconcile their consciences
to such & course of aotiun? or rather
such & system of inactivity? Every
Mason should remember that in as-
suming his obligations he becama re-
sponsible, to & certain extent, to the
whole Fraternity, and it is more par.
ticularly his bounden duty to be
watohful over the interests of those
with whom he is more closely identi-
fied. We mean the members of hig
own lodge, and those near and dear
o them. )

Ig it possible, one naturally asks,
that men oan piedge themselves be-
fore their Maker to be earnest work-
men in the quarries, and then grossly,
seandalously, nsglect their duties?
Yot it is done everylday by men
calling themselves Masons, and they
are allowed to wear the lambskin and
bedeck themselves with the emblems
of the Oraft. If Grand Liodges would
censure such base traitors, instesd of
enacting laws against impoverished
brethren, as they do, under the cleak
of non-payrcent of dues,.it would be
a far wiser and better feourse to
pursae. We tolerate the “flippant,
worthless nonentity,Zbecause his
pockets are lined with gold, and we
drive from our midst the worthy and
honorsable, if they find themselves
compelled, owing to financial diffi-
oulties, to pay their paliry fees. Yes,
and under the Gzand Liodge of Oan-
ada we do worse,—wejnot jonly suge
pend them, but we chargejthem dues
during the time they are suspended. 8o
unjust and iniquitonsja law can hard-
1y be understood by honest men.

Bat fto return to our subjest.
Ought not Hiramites to do something
more, individually, for the bensfht of
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the Fraternity? Every member
should certainly attend his lodge as
frequently as possible; if he does not
do this, if he is lax in this respect, he
is injuring the society, by setting an
example of negligence to other breth.
ren—especially the young., The Bro-
ther who cares naught for the lodge,
cores naught for Freemasonry in
general. The reason is obvious.
One of the most important duties of
the Crafisman is to guard well the
outer door. How can the absentee
do this? Every Mason should take
& pride in the material selected for
the building of the temple; if he does
not, rotten timber and worthless
stone may be accepted, which will
not only mar the symmetry of the
structure, but perhaps even cause
great and lasting disasters.

But the true and faithful follower
of the widow’s son has duties nof
only within the lodge, but outside.
We need not paint the scenes of
oalamity and woe, of migery and
wretchedness, of poverty and crime,
that surround us on every side.
There is no necessity to do so, it is
patent to us all. Can a Mason for-
get that he is a missionary of love, to
strcngthen the weak, to uphold the
falling, to succor the erring, to screen
the unfortunate, to aid the im-
poveriched, to cheer the sick, to com-
fort the dying? He has sworn before
kis God so to do. A Mason’s daties
are wide and far-reaching; they are
not confined to the routine of the
fodge-room, nor are they limited fo
gentle words and kindly actions to-
wards members of the Craft. Far
from it. Our duties are co-extensive
with the misery of the human race.
We aceept every man as a brother in

the largest acceptation of the word,
and we sre bound to perform oup
duties to the poor, the despised, the
miserable, and the ‘fallen. This is
the glorious mission of Freemasgonry,
and when it is once thoroughly coms
prehended and practised, the mil.
lenium will indeed have come.

DEATH OF A VETERAN FREE-
MASON IN HAMILTON.

Early on the morning of the 7th of
August passed away at his late resi-
dence, No. 70 Woellington street,
North, Mr.!Alexander Mitchell, father
of Mr, BEdward Mitchell, manager of
the Bank of Commerce there. De-
ceased was widely and favorably
known, and highly respected and
esteemed by his fellow citizens, but
more especially by the Masonic Fra-
ternity. At the time of his death he
wag inghis 81st year; he was a native
of Aberdeenshire, Scotland. He emi-
grated to Canada in 1848, purchased
and gettled on a fa'm in Ancaster
Township, south-west of Hamilton
city. Being a man accustomed to
active business life, he rented the
farm and removed to Galt, going into
business, and met with marked sue-
cess up to what is known as the “big
fire of 1852,” when he lost the largest
portion of his means. He then re-
turned to his farm, remaining till
1862; thence he moved to Hamilton,
meking the city his home &ill his
demise., In polities throughout his
life he was a staunch Reformer. In
church matters he was a zealous
worker in the Presbyterian ohurch,
At the time of his death, and for
years before, he was s trustee and
elder of Kinox church congregation,.
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being the clerk of the session af the
time of his demise, and on more than
o=z agoasion his minutesjwere most
favorably commented upon as models
of neatness and acouracy by the com-
mittee of the Hamilton Presbytery,
whose duties were to inspeot the
geveral church records. He was){very
familiar with all the rules and regula-
tions in connection with all church
procedure, and was one whose advice
was always sought after by those who
were in any doubts on church mat-
ters. Knox church has3lost a most
faithfal and consistent member, and
an office-bearer whose place will nnf
be easily filled. Asa Mason he was
one of the oldest in Canada, and as &
Masonic Knight Templar was the
oldest. He was initiated in}St. Nath.
lan Lodge, No. 268, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, on St. John the Evangelist’s
Day, Dec. 27th, 1820, On April 8th,
1822, he received the several degrees
of the Royal Arch in St. Peter's Chap-
ter, No. 80, Aberdeen, and in the
game year and place was dubbed a
I@sonic Knight Templar in St.
George’s Aboyne Encampment. Tl
was elected to the Master’s chair of
his mother lodge for fourteen succes-
sive years, the brethren positively re-
fusing to have any other. In 1861
he was made an honorary member of
St. Andrew’s Liodge, No. 62, Caledonia,
‘Qanada, in which lodge his younges$
son, Mr. Edward Mitchell, present
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Liodge

and Grand Chapter of Canada, was
initiated. In 1867 deceased affiliated
with Godfrey De Bouillon Preceptory,
No. 8, Knights Templar, Hamilton,
and since that {ime has been the
prelate of that body. The Knights
Templar degrees were his favorite de-

grees, and ap to within two weeks of
his death he was regularly in’his
place in the Preceptory, and his faith-
ful and consistent discharge of hig
duties, as well his fau’tless rendering
of the beautiful ritual, will long be re~
membered by his Fratres.

During deceased’s illness the Fra-
tres of the Preceptory were most
kind and attentivein their attendance
on him, thereby evincing the love and
esteem in which he was held by the
Sir Enights. He leaves a wife, two
sons, and a daughter. He was in-
terred in Burlington cemetery on
Thursdsy, the 9th of Augus:, and the
large number of citizens, more
especially his brethren of the Masonie.
Fraternity, who followed his remains
to their final resting place, was an
evidence of his great personal worth
and popularity. The services were
conducted at the house by the Rev.
T. Goldsmith, of St. John’s church,
Hamilton, assisted by the Rev. Mr,
Morrison, of Owen Sound, and the
Masonio service at the house was
opened by R. W. Bro. J. W. Murton,
The service ak the grave was conclud-
ed by Rev. J. Goldsmith, and the
Masonic gervice by R. W. Bro. Hugh
Murray, Deputy Grand Master, as-
sisted by R. W. Bro. J. M, Gibson,
District Deputy Grand Master of
Hamiltor Distriet, and V. W. Bro.
Donald McPhie. The Godfrey De
Bouillon Preceptory was under the
command of P. E, Preceptor J. H.
Stone, the Prov. Prior, and acted as
an escort, and marched in open
column on each side of the hearse.
The pali-bearers were R. W. Bros. B.
E. Charlton, J. W. Marton, R. Brier-
ley, Wm. G. Reid, Gavin Stewart,
David Meclsllan, R. Bull and V. W.
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Bro. Wm. Reid. The members of
the Oraft Lodges were under the
guidance of R. 'W. Bro. J. M. Gibson,
D. D. G. M. of the Hamilton Distriot,
snd the Chapter Masons were in
eharge of R. B. Comp. Wm. &. Reid,
Gr. Supt. Hamilton District. A large
turn out of the brethren was present
from Caledonia, Dundas, Milton and
other par @ of the distriet. The
floral tributes were of a most appro-
priate and tasteful character. Thus
was oonsigned to his mother earth
one of the brethrer and fathers in
Masonry,—one whose memory will
be ever green in the hearts of those
whose privilege it was to be associated
and acquainted with him, and whose
example it will bs our duty to emu-
Iate, that our end may b~ as peaceful
and happy as him whose memory we
honor this day.
GRAND LODGE LEGISLATION
FOR THE. HIGH DEGREES.

—

The Keystone is atterapting to justify
the Grand Lodge of Massachusettsin
logislating upon different Masonic
Rites and Degrees that its members,
as Master Masons, cannot possibly
know anything about. The Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts made a mis-
take. How were its members in a
position to judge as to the legitimacy
or illegitimacy of different Supreme
Grand Councils of the Scottish Rite,
when men like the learned Albert
Pike, and the veteran Scottish Rite

* historian, Folger, differ? How could
they declare the Royal Order of Scot-
Jand illegitimate, when we will guar-
antee not six members in the Grand
Body ever saw or heard the ritual of
the degree? How could they adjudi-

oate upon the Constantinian Order-
(recognized by the Grand Liodge of
Englaud at tho union in 1818), when
they had nover participated in its
beautiful ceremonies? What could
they know of the Rites of Memphis
and Mizraim, when the ritual of the
latter had not even been fully trans.
lated into the English langaage? The
fact is, the Grand Lodges at times
exceed their powers, and if it suits
the faney of certain writers’, views,
they will support the same, If we
permit & Grand Liodge to legislate for
any degres beyond the Master Mason,
we may wake up some fine morning
and find we are subject to suspension
or expulsion because we belong to the
Royal Arch or happen to be & Knight
Templar.

If a Grand Lodge can rule thai its
members are subject to suspension
because they belong to the Royal
Order of Scotland, one of the most
exclusive branches in Masonry, they
can equally well rule Grand Chapters,.
Grand Councils, and Grand Com-
manderies, out of order. Individual
Masons have inherent Masonic rights
of which no Grand Body can deprive
them, and there is no one more posi-
tive than the inherent right of a
Mason to seek mozre light in Masonry
by taking any and every Masonic de-
gree und grade, order and rite, that
he cawn, so long as such degres, grade,.
order or rite, is based upon the funda-
mental principles of Ancient Crafl
Magonry, To deprive a Masgon of
such is to make him & bundman and
a slave. To limit Masonry to the
petty little edicts of & local regula-
tion, conceived in bigotry and brought
forth in jealousy and spleen, is to-
lower the dignity of the Craft and
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oauge Masonry to be & local organize.-
tion instead of an Universal Brother-
hood.

As well might a Grand Lodge for-
bid its members to attend the Metho-
dist church or order them %o go twice
on Sunday to the Episcopal, or to
sever their connestion with Forestry
and Oddfellowship. There should be
no “gehisms” or “isms’ in Masonry.
Let every Brother devote his atten-
tion tu that branch of the Craft that he
prefors, but that is no reason why he
should forbid his Brother allying
himself with another branch. It is
this broad liberality of principle that
proves the ckarm to many & Hiramite,
and to deprive him of such privileges
is to chain his conscience and im-
prison his ideas. The very thought
is degrading and we wonder at any
free men yielding to so monstrous a
system of government. It is after all,
however, a mere piece of nonsense,
and only redounds to the discredit of
such & Grand Lodge, as is proved by
the fact that since the denunciation,
the two Cerneau Consistories in Bos-
ton this year have given the degrees
to about three hundred brethren, the
Gourga Consistory to about fifty (all
three were denounced in this remark-
able (?) legislation,) and the one
under Grand Commsander Palmer,
upheld and declared legitimate by
these Masonio solons, has only added
fifty to its lists. In other words, the
bodies declared spurious by the Grand
Liodge of Massachusetts added in
Boston alone, under the very shadow
of Grand Lodge, seven times as many
Master Masons under the jurisdiction
of that Grand Liodge to their fold as
did the High Grade Body upheld by
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

Legislation of this nature only pro-
vokes opposition, for liberal-minded
men, with large, expansive yiews,
will not tolerate or yield to the mar-
row-minded littleness of such un-
masonio statutes.

Nae o

THE BACKBITER AND
SLANDERER.

We have no sympathy with that
vile class of men whose naturally
puny minds can never allow an idea
to soar above and beyond the affairs
of thair .ighbors, and whose chief
pleasure i8 in exposing the follies and
detecting the faults of others. Heaven
knows we all have too many pcculiar-
ities and <diosyncrasies, which per-
chance, if examined into carefully, do
not count to our credit, but rather the
reverse. What right has any man to
judge the intentions and weigh the
thoughts and acts of another? «“Am
I my brother’s keeper?” may in this
instance be appropriately asked, be-
cause it is impossible to tell the
motives, without being acquainted
with all the particulars, that at times
drive men to drink and women to hell.
The divine command that stands forth
in all its glorious majesty,—Judge
not that ye be not judged,”—should
be the rule and guide of all Masonic
action. The man that traduces his
neighbors, that sneers at another’s
faith (whatever that creed may be),
that ridicules the actions of the good;
that scoffs at honor in man; that de-
cries the purity of woman, is & foul
outcast, & Pariah that should be driven
forth like the leper of old, for his
breath is fested, his touch is pollution,
his word is a crying insult against the
greatness and goodness of an Omnipo-
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tent, Omnipresent Father.
men are too contemptible,—the back-
biters of society, the slanderers of
humanity, the scoffers at religion.

The true Freemason is morally
bound to hide from view, to cover
with the cloak of charity, the misfor-
{unes, perchance the errors of others.
Who can tell but that if placed in
pimilar circumstances, tempted by
similer allurements, and surrounded
by similar influences, he or she too
might have hesitated, might have
tasted the cup of pleasure and have
fallen. God alone can tell these
things, and He alone has the right to
judge. The man that assumes to
himself the attributes of the Deity,
ig either a shallow-brained egotist or
s blasphemous cur. God alone is
able to weigh the thoughtsand judge
the actions of men.

‘What a wmiserable, insignificant
creature i8 he who delights in the
shortcomings of his friend and the
downfall of his neighbor! Yet such
is the slanderer and backbiter, who,
perverting the truth, robs his acquaint-
ances of their character. The mid-
night robber, who steals your gold
and jewelry, is pure in the cyes of
God in comparison with him who,
under the garb of friendship, drags
into the dust the honor of his friend,
and by foul and lying assextions, robs
his daughter of her fair name. Such
a man is too degrad.d, too debased.
He is the miserable, wretched spawn
of Satan, that delishis in the foul
slime of low slander and basc scandal.
A creature of such a castof character

is not 2 man, he is only the scum of |

creation, without a mind, without a
soul. How can such a vile reptile
over contemplate the grand, pure and

Such |

holy thoughts that the Creator has
implanted in the breasts of all who
study the works of the Deity ?

The Hiramite, therefore, that real-
izeg his position, and understands the
character of our Institution and the
philosophy of our dogmas and doe-
trines, cannot associate with the back-
biter and slanderer, any more than he
can with the perjurer and murderer.
The character of the one is almost, in
many cases quite, as repugnant to his
feelings as the other. The brother
whose mind is pure, whose thoughis
are sanctified by the purifying influ-
ence of his God of Love, turns with
loathing and contempt from him who
would build up his own reputation at
the expense of the poorest and mean-
est of God's ecreated beings. The
true Freemason learns within the
tyled doors of the lodge duties thaf
he can never wholly forget, if he
breaks them (as he does sometimes)
the remembrance of the same causes
sorrow and repentance, for he knows
that he has wilfully stifled the still
small voice of conscience, the whisper-
ed warning of the angel of God, and
allowed himself to be tempted by the
enemy of mankind. The lessons of
Freemasonry are all pregnant with
holy principles and divine thoughts,
2.d he who practices them is hourly
and daily erecting within his heart
that spiritual edifice *“not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.” His
daily life is truth exemplified, his re-
ligion is truth revealed, and his God
is truth Deified. Such is the faithfal
followers of the martyr-Mason of
old.

Bro. Robert Ramsay has been in-

vited to visit Manitoba in order to de-
liver & series of lectures on Masonry.



THE GRAND LCDGE OF MASSACHUSETTS

281

THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSA-
CHUSEITS AND THE HIGHER
DEGREES.

Qur reeders will recollect that re-
cently the Grand Liodge of Massachi-
getts, in order o uphold the Scottish
Rite of the Northern Jurisdiction,
passed a resolution defining what de-
grees and grades in Masonry a Mason
within its jurisdiction had a right to
take. According to this amendment
to the Constitution, a 3lassachusetts
Mason could not become a member of
the Royal Order of Scotland—could
not receive the degree of Royal Ark
Mariner,—could not enter the Temple
of the Mystic Shrine,—dare not be-
long %o the Order of Constantine,—
must not take the degrees of Mem-
phis and Mizraim, nor exercise his
judgment as to which of the Supreme
QCouncils, clairing fo exercise tov-
reign jurisdiction over e Ancient
and Accepted Rite in the United
Btates, were legitimate.

This sweeping and unmasonic xeso-
lution was again confirmed at the
regular quarterly communication, on
September 12th, and the following
amendment to Section 25 of the Con-
stitution adopted:—

“Any Mason in this jurisdiction,
wwho shall confer, communicate, or
sell, or assist in conferring, communi-
sating or selling, or solicit any one to
receive or apply for any so-called
Uasonic Degree or Degrees, limited
to Freemasons, not hereinbefore re-
cognized or admitted, may be expelled
from all the rights and privileges of
Masonry.”

Nov, the result of such an iron-clad
resolution must necessarily be detri-
1mental to the best interests of Free-

masonry. Do those solons of Magsa.
chusetts imagine that a Hiramite in
their jurisdiction has not the same
inherent rights as a Mason in Eng-
land, Canada or New York? Do they
suppose that the enlightened brethren
of that State will permit themselves
t0 be dic*ated to with regard to the
higher degrees by a body of men,
many of whom have never taken any
of them and are in gross ignorance
and total darkmess as w their teach-
ings, their principles and their phil-
osophy? Can they, as Blue Lodge
Masons, tell which is Jhe legitimate
Supreme Grand Council of the A. &
A. Rite in the United States, when
men learned on the subject, such as
Pike, Folger, John W. Simons and
Woodward differ upon the same?
How dare they declare the Royal
Order of Scotland a clandestine organ-
ization, when it is the prideand glory of
Scotch Masons? Need we say also
that the Constantinian Order, also
denounced, was recognized as one of
the chivalric branches of Masonry at
the union of the Grand Lodges of
England in 1818, yet it too is declar-
ed illegal. Again, why is a Massa-
chusetts Mason not to study the
Egyptian Mysteries, as taught in the
Rites of Memphis and Mizraim, both
of which are extensively practised
amongst the leading Masons of foreign
countries? The whole thing is so
preposterous, so tyrannical and so
narrow-minded that if the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts does not take
great care it will cause a revolt.
What has been the result so far?
Simply this, that the two branches of
the Cerneau Scottish Rite have estab-
lished Constitutions under the very
shadow of their Masonic Temple in
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Boston, and each number over one
hundred members, whilst the De la
Gourga Body also has a consistory
there, with a membership of fifty, and
has established a Masonic organ of its
own, called The Masonic Truth. In
the same way, Bro. Wilson, the Thrice
I, Grand Master of the Memphis
Rite, secing that the attack is also
aimed at him, is now publishing at
Boston the Masonic World, and handles
without gloves these self-appointed,
self-constituted inquisitors of Masonry,
and is pushing his order with greater
vigor than ever, and proposes to erect
in Boston ‘‘a hospital and home for
the aged, disabled and indigent mem-
bers of the Rite.”

The plain, clear and simple fact is
this, and no fair-minded Mason can
gainsay it—a Grand Lodge of Masons
has no more jurisdiction over the
higher degrees than a Grand Lodge
of Oddfellows has. Ifa Grand Lodge
of Masons car denounce the Royal
Order of Scotland and the Egyptian
Rite, it can in like manner forbid its
members to take any degree beyond the
third; it can prevent them being ad-
mitted into the Royal Arch Chapter
and the Temple. Why, if we suc-
cumb to such indecent ruling, we may
as well admit Freemasouns are grovel-
ling serfs, who must pray for leave
from their Grand Officers to join the
Oddfellows, Legion of Honor, Work-
men, Foresters, ete.; in fact, the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts might,
with equal propriety, forbid its mem-
bers attending divine service at such
and such denominations. 4 Grand
Lodge of Masons can only lgislate jor
thoss degrees over which it cxercises
supremacy, and all other legislation
null and void,

Suppose the Grand Liodge of Massa-
chusetts declaved that their members
should not take the intermediate de-
grees of Mark Master, Past Master
and Most Excellent Master, but musé
receive the Royal Arch alone, as in
England, would the Brotherhood of
Massachusetts yield to such a regula-
tion? Of course not. Neither will
the Masons of that State quietly sub-
mit fo this nnjust and illegal legisla-
tion. The Masonic World boldly
eomes to the front and although rather
personal in its remarks, hints that
should the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts dare to act up to the spirit of
this resolution and suspend or expel
any of those who chose to exercise
their dnherent rights by seeking for
more light in the various branches of
the Fraiernity which it has deemed
fit to denounce, we repeat, if the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts should
dare to do these things, it is just pos-
sible a second Grand Lodge may be
formed, for it must be remembered
the Scettish Rite, the Memphis Rite
and the Oriental Rite of Mizrain, all
claim the right to confer the first
three degrees, and the Scotch Rite
has more than once openly asserted
that it has only waived that right in
order to preserve peace and harmony
in Symbolic Masonry.

‘We trust the day is far distant when
our Grand Liodge system shall be dis-
turbed on this continent by any other
Blasonic Powers couferring symbolic
degrees. We are diametrically op-
posed to any such attempt, but, if any
Grand Liodge should attemapt to en-
force unnjust and class legislation
against any particular Rite, and er-
deavor to coerce Masons of independ-
ent thomght and independent spirit,
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there neocessarily will be a tendency
on the part of those so coerced to
throw off such a yoke of thraldom.
Every Mason has the inherent right
{of which no two of any Grand Lodge
can deprive him) to take any and
overy degree and grade in any and
every Rite and Order of the Craft that
he can obtain, provided such degree
or grade is based on the principles of
Freemasonry, as taught in the sub-
lime creed which teaches every
Hiramite to place his faith in the
Fatherhood of God and his belief in
the Brotherhood of Man.

EDITORIAL ITEMS.

American lodges should be very
careful in the examination of visitors
from this Province, as we are credibly
informed that persons from the
spurious lodges, acknowleding the au-
thority of the so-called Grand Lodge
of Ontario, frequently either by false
representations or through the iynorance
of our American cousing, gain admis-
sion into lodges ‘“‘on the other side.”

We are glad to note that a more
liberal rendering is given by many
leaders in the Craft to the so-called
physical qualification test. The thing
is really a remnant of barbarism.
The idea that a man deprived of an eye
is unfif to participate in our mysteries,
or that a Brother who has broken his
nose or lost & tootii, cannot procecd, is
a hitle * too-too.”  Actually one
brothe: writes that somebody worked
well nlthough he only bad one arm.
Mother of mysteries! why shouldn’t
he? Is a man to twrn fool, have
softening of the brain, or lose his in-
tellect, because a canunon-ball caxries
off a Jeg or an avm® To hear these

“sgtrict iron-clad physical qualifica-
tionists” discant, one would suppose
that the chopping off of a toe instan-
taneously produced paralysis of the
intellect. The sooner Masons learn
to test their work by the square of
virtue, and less by the perfectness of
the physical man, the better will it be
for Freemasonry. We fancy the Su-
preme Grand Master will nevor keep
a man out of His Grand Lodge be-
cause he is minus a finger or an ear.
Those who are fit for Him should not
L - jected by us.

Bro. Folger’s reply to the manifesto
of the Supreme Council of the North-
ern Jurisdiction is of a most scathing
character, and & thorough refutation
of the statements made, in some in-
stances we regret to say, apparently
manufactured by the Palmer organiza-
tion. Bros. Folger and Pike are
doubtless at the present time the two
best authoritiesin the world on Scotoh
Ritism, and yet both view the status
of the present Supreme Council of the
Northern Jurisdiction from very dif-
ferent standpoints.

The Hebrew Leader has again com-
menced an attack on the Rite of
Memphis, pointing out that it is of
modern origin. Now, its learned
editor, who is one of the most dis-
tinguished members of the Scottish
Rite for the Northern Jurisdiction of
the United States, is well aware that
all the higher degrees are of compara-
tively modern growth, and he is also
well aware of the fact that the grades
of the Rite of Memphis are as beauti-
ful and their teachings as philosophic
23 those of any other high grade Rite.
We ask him if he deems it Masonic
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for one particnlar Masonic organiza-
tion, when he himself is the cham-
pion and advocate of an order named
the “Mystic Shrine.” Dare he assert
that that Masonic (?) organization is
one of ancient origin, or that it t<>ches
any lesson to be compared to the
sublime principles inculcated in the
mysteries of the Rose Croix? The
Rite of Memphis is now practized by
many of the most prominent Masons
in Englend, Italy, Egypt, Canada,
etc., and we claim that its origin is as
pure and its teachings as sublime and
its system of legislation and executive
government is better than those of
the branch of the Scottish Rite -to
which the editor of the IHebrew Leader
belongs.

The Grand Lodge of England at
times suffers through her own want of
jurisdictional sovereignty; so far as
the profane are concerned. It appears
that when an Englishman is very
hard up, and can't afford the fee for
the Masonie degrees in his own coun-
try, he quictly crosses the Tyne and
pays afew shillings to a Scotch Lodge,
and straightway gets the three degrecs
at the one time; but, as reciprocity is
only fair, the son of Scotia in bad re-
pute, but wealthy, does not attempt
to pass the ballot at Lome, but takes
a trip to London or Liverpool, and
probably returns & full-fledged Mason.
They have some queer rules and funny
regulations in the Craft of the mother
land.

Note the difference. The Keystone
has honestly opposed the recognition
of the Grand Lodge of New South
Wales from its formation to the pres-
ent day, but it has done it, as it does

everything in its columms, in a Ma-
sonic spirit, and in a gentlemanly and
logical manner. Its contemporary at
Chicago pollutes its pages month after
month on the same subject, with the
most scurrilous abuse and contempt.
ible <pettifogery.” No wonder the
Keystone is appreciated by all who
have the pleasure of perusing its able
editorials, whilst The Voice is—well,
it is The Voice.

The Corner Stone has *““called off”
during the hot weather. After its recent
abswd and untruthful attack on the
Grand Lodge of Quebec it is time %0
do so. We challenge any Grand
Lodge on this continent, in proportion
toits numbers, to show a membership
composed of brethren of higher social,
financial, and Masonic standing, yet
the Corner Stone states ‘‘almost every
saloon keeper” in Montreal is & Que-
bec Mason. The assertion is simply
false, and we are surprised at its out-
spoken editor being entrapped into

‘publishing an article which is simply

a tissue of falsehoods.

Rumor has it that the English
Lodges in Monfreal do not intend to
protest against the action of Grand
Master Spry in authorizing the lodges
within his juisdiction to refuse ad-
inission to their members, but prefer
pocketing the insult to their legiti-
macy together with the fees of the
applicants rejected by other lodges.

It is much to be regretted that a
cheese-paring economy has ruled
Grand Lodge so far as a report on
TForcign Correspondence is concerned.
These reports are exceedingly useful
and invaluable for reference, and id
seems an error to cancel them in order
to save a few paliry dollars. By all
wmeans let the question be agitated
next year.
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Gorvespondence,

§7¢ do not hold ourselves responsidls for the opinions
of our Correspendents,

GRAND LODGE SOVEREIGNTY,

Xo ihe Editor of TRE CRAPTSMAN.

Daar Sz axo R. W. Bro.,—The
dogma of Iixclusive Grand Iiodge
Sovereignty is one that has been so
fully disoussed and acted upon that it
is almost impossible for me to ad-
vance any new arguments in relation
to it. The question, in all of its
bearings, both for and against, have
been fully given; while its enforce-
ment has been rigidly adhered to by
all American Masonic Grand Bodies.
In fact, it has become & law that
knows no infraction or infringement
upon ifs rights.

It is, indeed, unfortunate that the
question is again brought forward,
sfter every American Grand Liodge
has adopted it, by the Grand M. M.
Liodge of England, Wales, etc., in the
anwarranted and unjustifiable inva-
sion of the jurisdiction of the Grand
Chapter of Quebee, in granting chart-
ers to form Mark Master Lodges
within the territorial jurisdiction of
the Grand Chapter of Quebec, and in
the appointment of a Prov. D. D, G.
M. to preside over them.

I said unfortunate, for it is indeed
unfortunate, from the fact that the
Masonic world must again be brought
into & turmoil, edicts of non-inter-
course issued, and the bonds of bro-
therly love severed, in order to en-
force one of the well known and fully
recognized —by America —laws of
Masonry.

The spirit that prompted the actors
in this drama must be anything but
that of true Masonry, for Masonry
teaches us to obey 211 law.

If the laws that we enact for our
own government are not to be obeyed,
what is the use of their being enacted?

‘What, then, I ask, is their motive?
Why is it that the violators of that
law must so far forget themselves as
§o openly violate the law, and that,

too, without a reasonable excuse?
Am I mistaken in the supposition
that their motives are purely selfish
ones, and & desire for notoriety? I
trust I am. Why is it that purely
Magsonic affairs should be paraded
before the whole world by & resort to
the civil courts for redress, when the
Masonic tribunai is the only proper
one to dispose of it? I fail to find
any reasonable answer, although per-
haps there may be one.

Circumstantial evidences go far fo
show that their aim is a total disre-
gard of the law of Grand Lodge Sov-
ereignty. I trust that conclusion is
an erreneous one, but at the present
writing it has every appearance of
being a fact.

The violation of the law of Hxclu-
sive Grand Liodge Sovereignty,—the
particularg of which your readers are
better informed than those who live
without the jurisdiction of the invaded
territory,—is botk as unwarrantable
and uncalled for as it is unlawful and
unjust.  Strong words,
nevertheless true ones.

‘Were one to violate any civil law of
Quebec he must answer for hig crime
agreagble to the civil laws of Quebec,
not those of England, or any other
country. Very well, then. The Ma-
sons within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Quebec are subject
to the laws, edicts and customs of the
Grand Lodge of Quebee, not those of
England, or any other jurisdiction.

I am well aware that England does
not recognize the law of Execlusive
Grand Liodge Sovereignty, but sup-
posing that she does mnot, that does
not give her a right to openly and
vindictively violate any ome of the
laws of the Grand Liodge of Quebec,
any reore than she would have a right
to come within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Vermont, to put into
force her laws over the Masons of
Vermont.

The Grand Chapier of Quebec is &
legally formed Grand Chapter, and is
80 recognized Ly neerly every Grand
Chapter in the world. I find thatthe .

perhaps,
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Grand Chapter of Quebec has ex-
changed Grand Representatives with
forty out of the forty-five (I think) |
Grand Chapters of the world.

It has been so recognized, and
Grand Represontatives exchanged by
the Grand M. M. Lodge of England.
For a number of years there was
nothing to indicate but what harmony
existed within and without; yet, with-
out & moment’s warning, or without
a reasonable shadow of an excuse, I
find that a “Charter of confirmation”
was issued to resuscitate an old, de-
funct charter that was surrendered
in 1868. Froofs were sbundantly
offered that the said charter of Vie-
toria. Chapter was voluntarily and
unanimously surrendered, but those
proofs are considered of no avail by
the Grand Chapter of England; and
to add insult to iujury the Grand M.
M. Lodge of England must grant
charters to form new Mark Master
Todges within the jurisdicti n of the
Grand Chapter of Quebec. By that
aot alone she (England) violates, not
only tho existing law of the Grand
Chapter of Quebec, but that of every
other American Grand OChapter, as
well as promulgating discord and con-
fusion amongst the workmen of the
Royal Arch.

Words are inadequate to express
the censure that should be bestowed
upon any Grand Body that would
commit such acts, «nd apon her own
hexd must fall the consequences.

The Mark Master Degree is purely
an American one, under the control
of the Royal Arch Chapters. Ia
England, however, it is under the
control of the Grend Tiodge. The
Degree itself differs in some respects
fromx that as practised in America.
Now, the Grand M. M. Liodge of Eng-
1and is of decidedly modern date, hav-
ing been formed in June, 1856, (See
Macksy’s Encyclopedia for a confir-
mation of the above facts).

It seems passing strange to ag in
the United States, that Lugland will
be 80 blind fo her own interests, and

show such & disregard for the laws of

her sister Grand Chapters, as to pur-
sue the course that she has. In fact,
we cannot account for it, much less
explain the reason why it is so.

Were the Grand Chapter of Quebec
to issue charters for ihe formation of
M. M. Lodges in the city of Liondon,
England, there would be “1ward such
a hue and cry from the G.und Chapter
of England that the whole Masonic
world would know it at once. She
would strenuously resist such inva-
sion with all the power that she had.

It seems strange to us old-fashioned
Masons that any jurisdietion would
do an act that she would most severe-
ly condemn were il done to her; yet
the Grand M. M. Lodge of England,
ete., has, and is, doing what she
would most strenuously resist were it
done to her. Can you, Bro. Trayes,
or any other brother, solve the prob-
lem? I cannot, nor will I attempt it.

Your readers can rest assured that
the sympathies of the Royal Arch
Masgons of the United States are with
the Grand Chapter of Quebec in her
attempts to repel the unwarrantable
invasion of its territory by the Grand
M. M. Lodge of England, and we
wish you Godspeed in your endea-
vors to suctain aund enforce your jaris-
dictionel rights.

‘When the proper time arrives I
{rust that from the Grand Chapters
of America will issue no uncertain
voice in the matter. They cannot, in
justice to themselves; for, if the juris-
diction of one Grand Chapter can be
invaded with impunity, so can that of
another.

It certainly is ray wish that the
present existing difficulties may he
speedily terminated, an the question
settled at once and forever.

Perhaps it is & “vain hope,” but I
gill hope that the Grand Bodies of
England may be “brought to see the
errors of their ways, and recant,”
before the whole Masonic world is
filled with confusion, and the laws,
rules and regunlations of the Grand
Chapter of Quebec can, and will be
euforced, without a rezort to the
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baneful influences of edicts of non-
intercourse.

In the past I have counselled moder-
ation by tongue and pen; but now I
have no hesitation in saying that
moderation and “patience has ceased
10 be a virtue’; that the time hasnow
arrived when something besides words
must be used to repel the by far too
frequent attacks of the Grand Bodies
of England upon thoge of Canada and
Quebec; you now must act, and that,
too, at once. Be sure that you have
right, justice, truth, and law on your
side (as you certainly have), and then
fight if necessary for your rights and
the sustenance of Masonic law. Put,
if necessary, a little force hehind your
moderation, and enforce the law of
Grand Lodge Sovereignty, ‘“peacably
if you caa, foreibly if you must.”

Try Masonry until that fail, and
then, if the open violators of your
laws do not vecant, issue ediots of
non-intercourse, but eshaust every
other means first. You certainly
have my sympathy and hearty co-
operati n in your endeavors to sustain
your laws, and not only that of my-
self but that of nine-tenths of the
Royal Arch Masons of America.

As farag I am concerned, I am
fully aware that it will be but liftle
that I can de bub even the bite of a
fly annoys.

Frank W. Baxter.

Highgate, Vt., Aug. 29, 1883.

MASONRY AN INEXHAUSTIBLE
SUBJECT.

Some years since, while conversing
with an old editor of a political and
general newspaper, he remarked: <In
politics and general news there is
always something new to write about,
but in editing a Masonic journal I
shoald think that you would often be
at a loss for a subject. 'We had not
found it so then, nor have we since,
in an ediforial experience of nearly
fifteen yoars. Masonry is inno sense
& specialty. It is not a one-ides in-
stitution, confined exclusively to those

who have been admitted within its
portals. A young Mason, who has
committed to memory all the work
and lectures of the initiatory cere-
monies, may imagine himself to be a
bright Mason. One such we have in
mind now, who, when asked to sub-
geribe for a Masonic journal, re-
plied that he ¢didn’t want it, for he
knew all there was of Masonry.” In
such casea it may well be said, ‘“where
ignorance is bliss, ’'tis folly to be
wise.” We said to him then, as we
say now, that he had simply learned
the alphabet of Masonry. There had
been placed in his hands the key that
would open to him the hidden mys-
teries that the greatest and wisest
wen for 217es past have been unable
to fully comprehend and understand.
The more he studies Masonry, the
larger will become the field of his in-
vestigation, and the more fully will
he realize that he is only & beginner
in a course of study that he can never
fully complete.

A symbolic lodge is said to extend
from Fast to West, and between
North and South, while its covering
is no less than the clouded canopy of
heaven. This expression is used to
convey to the mind an idea of the
universality of Masonry. Thus, un-
limited in extent in its field of opera-
tion, it presents at once a boundless
field for study and investigation as
regards the great fruths it was de-
signed to tesch and the noble work
that is its mission fo perform. A
man may travel around the world
and learn much that would come
within the range of his vision, but
should he insist that he had thus ac-
quired & full knowledge of the earth,
and the relation it sustains to the
numberless worlds that surround i,
would be so ridicalous that he would
become at once the laughing-stock of
the community. It is no less preten-
tious for & Mason to claim that be-
cause he has passed through all the
degrees of Masonry he has thereby
acquired & fall knowledge of all
that can be learned of an insfitution
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that is as boundless in its field of
operation as the great globe itself.

Masonry, in its history, traditions,
symbolism, landmarks, jurisprudence,
laws and regulations, furnishes Ma
sonic writers with a great variety of
inexhaustible subjects of interest to
the Craft. The editor of & Masonice
journal, who is & Masonic student as
well, will never be at a loss for a
theme for his pen for the edification
of his readers. He may lack the
ability to elucidate to their satisfac-
tion, which is unfortunately sore-
times the case, for there is much in
Magonry of an esoteric mature that
sometimes interferes with presenting
in public all that is necessary to ex-
press, in order that he may be fully
understood, whether the reader be g
Mason or not. The Mason of the
present day, who aspires to official
position, or would take rank among
his brethren as being well posted, will
soon find that he must possess some-
thing more than the mere ritualism
of Masonry to qualify him for this
honorable distinction. He can not
represent the great luminary of na-
fure, and diffuge light and lustre to
all within his cirele with this simple
acquirement. His administration as
an officer will prove a failure, and his
efforts to instruct his brethren will be
like unto the blind leading the blind,
—they will both fall into the ditch.
Yoars of study have enabled us to
learn much of Masonry, but they have
also more fully impressed upon our
mind the fact that there iz much
more yet to be learned, and which we
hope by patient industry yet par-
lially $o obtain,—F..

A new Ohapter will shortly be in.
stitated at Parkdale, Ont.

‘We are glad to note that in many
of the Reports on Foreign Corres.
pondence the subjects of Derpetual
Jurisdiction and Three Ballot System
are receiving due attention. Both
systems are contrary to the spirit of
Masonry.

CANADIAN MASONIC NEWS.

M. W. Bro. O. Tyler, 88°, Grand
Com. of Vermont, and P. G. Maater
of Quebec, was present at the laying
of the corner stone at the University
of Burliington, and the unveiling of
the statute of Lafagetts. Our dis-
tinguished brother also attended the
Crand Bodies at Ottawa in July.

The Sovereign Sanctuary of Rou-
mania, presided over by M. Ill. Bro.
Captain Constantine Morion, 96°, has
officially recognized the Sovereign
Sanctuary of Canada and requested
an exchange of Grand Representa-
tives. We understand the appoint-
ment of Grand Representative of
Roumanis near the Sovereign Sanc-
tuary of Canada has been tendered to
V. Ill. Bro. W. B. McMurrich, Sub-
lime Dai of the Mystic Temple aé
Toronto.

TLe recent proceedings of a body
calling itself Masonic, aud presided
over by a so-called Supreme Grand
Commander of the Scottish Rite,
which is supposed to be composed of
gentlemen, speaks of B, W. and M. E.
Comp. L. H. Henderson, one of the
most deservedly popular and upright
Masons in Canada, and a Past Most
Excellent Grand Z. of the Grand
ClLapter of Canada, and one to whom
H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, as
Grand Master of the Templar Order,
was pleased to prescut with the covet-
ed decoration of K. C. T., as ‘one
Oenderson of Belleville.,” If the Su-
preme Council of Canada, presided
over by Bro. Hutton, and run by Bro.
Murton, thinks that it is ¢Masonie”
to thus traduce the character of a bro-
ther Mason in their published pro-
ceedings, they will find that in all
probability they will have to answer
to their peers, the Craft universal, for
thus wantonly insulting a brother
whose name has been 3 household
word in the Canadian Craft for over a
quarte: of a century, and whose repu-
tation is equal to that of any man
belonging to this oligarchial cligue.



