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INFLUENCE OF MODERN SKEPTICISM?
NO. 1V,
By A. J. Gorpox, D.D., Bostox, Mass,

Or “sturdy doubts and boisterous objections,” says Sir Thomas
Brown inhis Religio Medici, * more of these hath no man known than
myself, which I confess I conquered not in a martial vosture but on
my knees.”

Is this drill manual of kneeling studied and practiced as thoroughly
as it was wont to be?  Or is it so, as this quaint philosopher confesses,
that while we are diligently strengthening the outposts of reason,
Satan is often undermining the edifice of our faith, leading us to
philosophize much, while we pray little? Certain it is that against
much of the current unbelief, nothing is accomplished by the martial
posture of argumentation and disputation. One can hardly be theologie-
ally dissuaded from that of which he has neverbeen logically persuaded,
or reasoned out of that which was never reasoned into him.  And the
fact which impresses us concerning most of the infidelity which we
encounter, is just this; that it is thoroughly superficial—the result of
intellectual ease and indolence, rather than of intellectual acumen.
Of what use then is a syllogism against those who never syllogize?
The unripe skepticism which denies before it has ever taken the trouble
to doubt, cannot be shaken by argument. If such skepticism should
come to maturity, developing into a strong disbelief, instead of resting
in a weak and unfortified no-belief, then it will be time enongh to
bring up the heavy artillery of logie; but until then, we are persuaded
of the thorough futility of reasoning in the case.

We remember the candid confession of a convert from infidelity,
that his denial of God began with his wanton indulgence in sin; and
that impurity of heart and atheism of the head progressed henceforth
side by side with equal footstep in his life. It would be uncharitable
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to say that this is the uniform or the common history of unbelief.
Nevertheless, as one has written: “The world is full of fugitives from
‘themselves.,” It is 1 bad and wretched self from which men fly, nota
happy and approving self; and it is that evil self which must be
touched and helped, in order that in their flight, these fugitives may
run (o God, instead of running from Him.

1. The conversion of the skeptic therefore, is the first remedy which
we suggest against modern skepticism.  Unbelievers, rather than un-
belief, should be our objective point.  And lev it not be said that this
is an inversion of the true order; for what we make the end of our
endeavor, God often sets as the beginning. “ Disinfect the intelleciual
atmosphere of tie doubt and denial with which it is loaded,” eries the
anxious theologian. And he does his best, sometimes with the myrrh
and frankincense of sweet persuasion, and sometimes with the bitter
herbs of acrimonious controversy. But experience certainly proves
that the best deodorizer of a skeptical atmosphere is the converted in-
fidel telling from a fervent and glowing heart the story of his redemp-
1" exclaims the ob-
jector. But they are.  Robert Ingersoll has not been turned to Christ
as yet; but his German coadjutator Herr Von Schleumbach has been;
and no bound volume of “ Cause and Cure of Infidelity ” ever let in
such a health-bearing breeze upon poisoned communities as has this
stout Saxon confessor, with clear brain and fervent heart and eloquent
tongue, carrying all before him for Christ, as he used to do for the
Devil.

And his, by the way, is a typical case in the line which we are con-
sidering. The good Christian lady who was the means of his conver-

tion. “If only such conversions were possible

sion, first chose the “ martial posture,” and brought the keenest theo-
logical gladiator she could find to meet him at her table and to slay
his infidelity. e was delighted for the opportunity of such a duel,
80 he has often told us; for he believed himself a master of infidel
fencing, and entered into the contest eagerly and rose up from it ex-
ultantly. But to please his hostess he consented later to attend a
prayer-meeting, where among others, several children poured out their
tender supplications to the Lord. Iere the infidel was conquered,
and here by “ the irresistible might of weakness,” he was brought to
his knees in humble self-surrender to the Redeemer. A Christian is
the most powerful evidence of Christianity, and an infidel is the most
potent factor of infidelity; let the man of God do his utmost to con-
quer the man of no-txod, and skepticism v ill go inevitably. We have
not the impertinence to call a halt in the war upon abstractions—so
many hundred embattled theologians discharging their logic guns at
agnosticism, positivism, atheism and what not—but we may be par-
doned for inviting a fresh assault upon agnostics and atheists, “not
in any martial attitude but on our knees.,” If the thousand pulpits
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and churches in our land would concentrate their prayers, their faith
and their tender persuasions upon such skeptics as come within
their range, what inroads would be made upon unbelief within a
few years! “Brethren,” writes St. James, “If any of you do err
from the truth, and one convert him, let him know, that he which con-
verteth the sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from
death and shall hide a multitude of sins,”  And shall we reverse the
method, and first aim at the multitude of sins, battling the whole
brood of doubts and denials and liberalities and speculations, in Lope
that having slain these, we may arrive at last at the sinner who har-
bors them, to turn him from the error of his way and save his soul
from death? Noj the sinner converted, the multitude of sins will he
swept away; the doubter won, his doubts will vanish into air, God’s
warfare does not set us first to reduce the circumvallation of doubt
and unbelief, but to capture at once and completely the citadel of the
heart. Isit not true that the larger proportion of the attacks on
skeptizism are made from a fondness for intellectual tournaments, or
at least for the gawudium spoliiy the joy of victory, which the contests
may afford?  Were the real purpose to win over the unbeliever, there
would often be more of self-denial than of self-gratification in the un-
dertaking. Let us lay down the cudgel and take up the cross. “The
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water, therefore leave
off contention” and take up prayer and pleading, that it may be as
when one letteth out tears. If in our universities, where there is sup-
posed to be not a little incipient skepticism, there were more teachers
like President Wayland who, in addition to his strong intellectual
dealing in the class-room, had constant spiritual travail for and with
his students on his knees, it would be a mighty bulwark against this
rising unbelief.  The infection of infidelity prevailing at the close of
the last century in Yale College, was dissipated by President Dwight,
as everybody knows, in precisely the same way and spirit.  Great is
intellectnal acumen—the Damascus blade of reason, whetted to the
keenest edge by the culture of the schools—but the “sword of the
Spirit ” is greater. “ Faith has its reasons which reason cannot com-
prehend,” says Pascal; and let us see to it that these are not sent to
the rear when we advance upon unbelief,

2. Spiritual and supernatural weapons we urge therefore in our re-
sistance of skepticism. It is an unfortunate thing that reason is so
often ashamed of his humbler brother faith, treating him asa poor re-
lation who must not be introduced into cultured circles. We say this
in view of the fact that the strongest opposition to the supernatural,
in our time, has frequently come from Christian philosophers and theo-
logians, Not that they do not believe in the supernatural, but that
they do not like the company in which it is often found, and hence
refuse to recognize it. Miraculous works, if there are any in the world
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to-day, like their miracle working Lord, do not move in what is called
the best society; Christian philosophers do; and hence the two are
not likely to meet und become acquainted.

Now the evidences of Christianity are the same as in the beginning;
and while these evidences are of different grades, the strongest of
them is the supernatural.  When the apostles desired a vindication in
the face of the enemies of the faith, they prayed: “ And now, Lord,
Lehold their threatenings; and grant unto thy servants, that with all
boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching forth thy hand te
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy
Loly child Jesus.,”  “ No objection to the Lord stretching forth his
Land in signs and wonders,” replies the theologian of to-day, “ if only
that hand be covered with the decent habiliments of cause and effect
so that the proprieties of reason and logical order be not shocked !”
But here is just the difficulty, that the wonders of the Lord will never
draw in any philosophical harness, and they rarely break out in draw-
ing-rooms or scientific institutes, If, therefore, we find them and en-
list their help against unbelief, we may have to go into very lowly
circles to make their acquaintance. Now, as a matter of practical ex-
perience, here is the means by which we have seen the most effective
work wrought against skepticism. Abandoned drunkards instantly
gaved and delivered from their appetite by prayer and faith in Jesus
Christ; opium eaters of the most desperate type emancipated in a
moment by the believing intercessions of the Church, coupled with
their own faith; the sick raised up in answer to earnest prayer—we
have no more doubt as to having scen these things than we have of
our own existence. Several who have experienced such wonder work-
ings of the Lord are living under our eye, and the reality of their
change is attested by ten years and upwards of witnessing example
and life.  And we have introduced these instances in order to say
that the most striking conversions from skepticism which we have
known under our ministry, have been effected by the testimony of
these emancipated slaves of sin and disease. A thoughtful and
highly cultivated agnostic, confessing his faith in Christ Jesus, de-
c¢lared in our hearing that nothing which he had ever heard or read in
the way of arguments for the truth of Christianity had made any
serious impression upon him, till by chance he listened to the plain,
straightforward story of divine deliverance from sin and misery, as
detailed by the lips of these fervent but illiterate men. By their
testimony he was radically and savingly convineed.

Here is an argument.  The church and the school, the pulpit and

the professor’s chair, have come to rely too exclusively upon natural
means and logical methods for establishing Christianity in men’s
hearts. There needs to be a retreat from advanced thinking upon
our true base—divine communion and unquestioning faith, and upon
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the simple evidences which these afford, A conerete supernatural
fact is worth more than vhe most elaborate argument which the hu-
man mind can forge,

If pastors have not such facts in their experience, let them vorrow
them from their neighbors; let them find them in the history of the
Churely, past and present, and let them set them forth strongly and
confident'y as the unanswerable arguments for the divinity of our re-
ligion,

We remember that in the great and successful meetings for the
salvation of the intemperate which Mr. Moody held in our eity, the
first thing which the evangelist did was to scarch out converted ine-
briates and put them on the stand to tell their story. Many of his
hearers did not know till they heard their testimony that the drunkard
could be saved, and the witness which these men gave, inspired hope
and wrought belief where they had never before existed,

The whole campaign was conducted on this plan—the pulpit being
turned into a witness-stand, to which from week to week the men who
had experience of healing and redemption were summoned.  And the
influence of these testimonies went far beyond the matter in question.

Oh, if the church had more of the wonderful works of the Lord to
show how mightily would the Word of the Lord grow and multiply !

If some cannot follow us thus far, let them go as far as their own
confessed convictions will carry them, The reality of the new birth,
all evangelical Christians admit.  This, then, which Neander calls “ the
standing miracle of the ages,” let us press with all vigor as the great
credential of the gospel.  And let us do this, not so much by talking
about it as by exhibiting specimens of it, and allowing its subjects to
speak for themselves, “ Experimental religion,” as it used to be

called, has an immense advantage over philosophical and sacramental
religion at this point.  One can go into court on an experience 3 but
who cares to hear one swear on asyllogism, or a tradition ? "T'o have
come into direet personal contact with Christ in regeneration, enables
believers to say with John, “that which we have looked upon and
our hands have handled of the Word of life.” Unanswerable confes-
sion ! That which we have handled with our hands is very warmand
vital; that which has been handed to us by priestly hands, gets
strangely cooled and devitalized in coming through the long reaches
of tactual succession.  We have a living Christ made ever present to
us through the Holy Spirit; and we cannot afford toreccive our grace
through lengthened and cirenitous channels when such provision has
been made for our obtaining it immediately by the touch of a personal
and appropriating faith. The Chinese worshipper in praying to his
ancestors, believes, so one of them well schooled in that religion tells
us, that if he makes known his petition to his dead father, and he in
turn to his father, till the remotest ancestor is reached, he will hand
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it over to God.  This, it will be perceived, is sacerdotalism with the
current reversed.  Poor Chinaman ! Poor Sacramentarian ! we ex-
claim,  Iow faint ¢he echo of those intercessions, how feeble the im-
pact of that grace which has come through such interminable routes.

But this is a divergence. It only concerns us to say that the evi-
dential value of such attenuated grace, is too slight to be appreciable.
But clearly defined out-and-out conversions are the most convineing
proofs of the truth of Christianity which can be presented.  Richard
Weaver, the converted profligate; Monsieur Revillaud, the converted
atheist—their story of “grace abounding ™ told to hundreds and
thousands, and confirmed by the examples of changed lives which they
carry with them—these are the arguments which tell most powerfully
against popular infidelity.  'We do not undervalue the works of great
and devout thinkers, nor question the influence of their arguments for
Christianity with those skepties who think and will take the trouble
to weigh the proofs and evidences adduced. But the trouble is that
so few men do this,  The unbelief of our time is careless and flippant,
for the most part, rather than serious and thoughtful. It must be met
by concise arguments, and confronted by very palpable evidences,
Above all; as we have intimated, the heart, as the centre and core of
the man, must be aimed at. And this can only be grasped by the
tender hand of a brother, not %y the steel fingers of logic, or the offi-
cial fingers of sacerdotalism.  “ When God would save men, he did it
by the way of a man,” says Jeremy Taylor.  And the principle runs
through every variation. The baitle is not of belief with unbelicf,
but of the believer with the unbeliever, of the man of God with the
man of no-God, of Christ with the s.aner whom he has loved with an
everlasting love.  More and more shall we be convineed that argu-
ments for Christianity are of little avail unless enshrined in that great
argument for Christianity, the living, genuine and consecrated
Christian,

IL—THE CHARACTER OF SAMSON.
By Ws. OrmistoN, D.D., LI.D., New York.

Tue children of Israel from the time of their emancipation in Egypt
were under a theocratic form of government, and, from time to time,
men were raised up to govern, defend and deliver them.  For nearly
four centuries they were under the leadership of such men, who were
called judges. This period is the heroic age of Iebrew history. DPer-
sonal prowess, dauntless daring, adventurous exploits, were the qualifi-
cations which conferred upon most of these men the title and eminence
of Judge. In one instance the honor was conferred upon a woman—au
mother in Israel, a patriot, a prophet and a poet—who, by the aid of
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Barak, her commander-in-chief, discomfited the vast army of Jabin,

under the command of Sisera, one of the greatest generals of his age,
and ruled over Israel for forty years,  The Judges appear in history as
gallant insurgents, border warriors or guerilla leaders, rather than as
grave administrators of justice, or dignified rulers of a great kKingdom.
Usually their authority and achievements were local, rather than na-
tional, and confined mainly to the boundaries of their own tribe.  Any
general gathering of the people partook more of the character of a war-
like confederacy than of a judicial or deliberative assembly.,

The Judges arose out of different tribes, and were summoned to
power by the exigencies of the time, as in the case of Jephthah, or di-
rectly called by a message from God, as was Gideen.  The Iebrew peo-
ple, soon after the death of Joshua, with whom their career of conquest
ceased, instead of forming a strong, united, federal government, unhap-
pily insisted on separate T'ribal rights, and oft became mutually jealous,
if not enviously hostile to cach other.  This want of union among the
Tribes arose out of their disobedience and apostasy from God, on account
of which they were frequently subjected to foreign invasion and
oppression.

From the death of Joshuna to the time of Deborah, a period of one
hundred and fifty years, Othniel, Ehud and Shangar successively gov-
erned the people.  The last mentioned, probably a farmer, interrupted
in his rural labor, while ploughing in the ficld, by an inroad of the Phil-
istines, indignantly arose in his might and slew six hundred of the foe
with his oxgoad, and by such a valiant exploit delivered Israel for the
time.  After the glorious victories and wise rule of Deborah, a scason of
peace and prosperity was’enjoyed.  Then a wild horde of Midianites and
other nomadie freebooters overran the land, and occupied it in vast num-
bers, so that the oppressed and impoverished people were driven to take
refuge in the fastnesses of the mountains,  Gideon,. a scion of a noble
race, and in person ““as the son of a King,” received a divine commis-
sion, and by divine aid expelled the invaders, and slew their kings and
one hundred and twenty thousand of their army,  Ialf a century later
a fresh apostasy led to another invasion by the Ammonites on the east,
who overcame the united forces of several tribes und imperilled the
peace of the entire people.

Jephthah, who had been unjustly exiled by his brethren on account of
his illegitimacy, had become a noted chieftain and captain of a band of
lawless freehooters east of the Jordan, To him, as a mighty man of
valor, the tribes now turned for aid, and he assumed the command of
the forces and drove the enemy out of the country with great slaughter
and the destruction of many cities, and ruled over Israel six years. An-
other half century passes, and again Israel is under the heel of the op-
pressor.  For forty years the Philistines had harassed and oppressed the
southern tribes, especially Simeon and Dan. The oppression and tyranny
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of other foreign powers had been severe and debasing, but when ex-
pelled, they retired to their own countries.  The Philistines were the

most dangerous, persistent and implacable foes to the people of Isracl.
They, at this time, occupied the frontier towns, and dictated terms to
the subjugated tribes, There was no united action among the people,
and it would have been difticult, if not impracticable, to raise an army
of sufficient force and valor to resist the insolent and encroaching foe.
So that if deliverance were to be granted them, it would seem to be at-
tainable only by some valorous, stalwart, self-sacrificing hero; and such
a man was raised up by God in the quiet, godly home of Manoah and
his pious, spiritually-minded wife. e was their only son, a child of
great promise and grand endowments,  Owing probably to the obvious
vigor of his bodily powers, even in infancy, his parents named him Sam-
son, which signifies strength, and the issue proved the name to have been
remarkably appropriate.

Samson is, in many respects, the most wonderful hero of history, sa-
cred or profane. His life began in the supernatural and marvellous,
was filled with incidents of the wildest and most thrilling romance, and
ended in a most fearful and appalling tragedy. In his private life, in
his public services, and in his strange, prodigious achievements, he is
without a parallel. s exploits exceed even the mythic labors of the
legendary Hercules, of whom he is supposed by many to have been the
original type. ¢ Every ancient nation which had writers who left monu-
ments of their country’s glory had a Hercules of its own, forged on the
same plan.  Varro reckons more than forty, and Cicero reckons six.”
“In fact, it appears that Samson, Judge of the Israelites, particularly
mentioned in the Book of Judges, and by Josephus, is the original and
essential Iercules of fable; and although the poets have united some
particulars drawn from Moses and Joshua and have added their own in-
ventions, yet the most capital and considerable belong to Samson; and
are distinguished by characteristics so peculiar to him as render him
easily discernible throughout the whole.”

Endowed with superhuman strength, guided and sustained by the
Spirit of God, under a divine commission, he performed great feats,
accomplished the most astounding achievements, and obtained the most
notable victories.  Single-handed, and without any resources, he again
and again discomfited the enemies of his nation, and brought deliver-
ance to his people.  Many of his startling and celebrated deeds of heroic
valor are so connected with his personal passions and quarrcls—are so
marked by rollicking adventure, arrant foolhardiness and wanton wil-
fulness, as seriously to detract from the dignity and sacredness of his
character as a man and a ruler. A sort of comic vein, indeed, runs
through all the earlier adventures of this valiant, doughty, stout-hearted
warrior, which suggests the idea of a sportive, puissant giant amusing
himself with huge practical jokes, The fierce and fiery ebullitions of
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his great heart, like the eruptions of some dreadful voleano, terrible and
illuminating, scattered light and terror over all the land.

I1is birth, like that of Isaae, and of Samuel, who was born about the
game time, if not in the same year, was the subject of angelic or pro-
phetic anmunciation.  The manner of his nurture and the mode of his
life were divinely preseribed—a Nazarite from his birth, conscerated by
special vow and peculiar observance to the service of God, trained in a
pious home, in the nurture of faith and in the fear of the Lord, he yrew
up, as a child of many prayers and much parental love, in the exercise
of filial reverence, and, so far as can be learned, of carly devotion ; as
he advanced ““the Lord blessed him.” And when the time drew near
for the deliverance of his people, probably about his eighteenth year,
““the Spirit of the Lord began to move him,” as ITe did frequently in
his subsequent history. T'he headlong passions and cgregious errors of
Lis impulsive and impetuous life were overruled for the accomplishment
of the divine purposes in reference to Israel and her enemies, by bring-
ing him into personal conflict with the oppressors of his country, whom
he humbled and subdued,

He became to the Philistines an object of terror, and, once and again,
when he seemed to be in their power he made his escape by feats of
strength, or deeds of valor, which left on his enemies the impression
that he was invineible and invalnerable.  When the men of Judah, with
craven cowardice, sucecumbed to the threats of the Philistines, and
meanly asked him to surrender himsclf, he consented on condition that
they would not fall upon him themselves,  What a scene of pitiful pol-
troonery and national dishonor, on the one hand, and majestic magna-
nimity and dauntless heroism on the other ! Three thousand men
meanly and dastardly give up their mighty champion, and hitherto suc-
cessful deliverer, for a temporary immunity and prolonged serfdom.
One man, alone and friendless, and bound with cords, but divinely
moved, calmly, confidently, bravely, goes forth to his apparent doom.
But at the premature shout of petty trinmph by the foe, stung by the
insult, the matchless warrior rose in his might, burst his bonds, and
with a most ignoble weapon, slew a thousand of his taunting and cow-
ardly assailants,  Overwhelmed with dismay and a strange dread of such

a singular antagonist, the Philistinian host were routed and scattered in
dire confusion. Now, for a time, peace and order were restored, and
the worship of God was revived under the guidance of the good and
venerable Eli.  But though rarely endowed, signally blessed and hon-
ored of God, and employed by Him in vindicating the rights of his
people and in punishing their enemies, he frequently yielded to his
imperious passions and involved himself in divine displeasure and per-
sonal danger and difficulty. In the pursuit of his self-will and wanton
pleasures, he visits Gaza, putting himself into the very hands of his
foes, who seck to entrap him and take him. In the night he makes his
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escape by carrying away, on his shoulders, the massive gates and bars of
the city, which he leaves on a neighboring hill. - By this extraordinary
feav the Philistines understood that there must be a great seeret in his

life, by means of which he obtained aid from his God ; and this sceret
they determined by some means to ascertain,  So, when subsequently

yielding again to the prompting of his passionate nature, he fell into the
toils of the crafty Siren of Sorck, fitly named Delilah, the traitress,
instigated by envy, hatred and revenge, they offered her a large bribe
to induce her to obtain from the infatuated hero the secret of his
strength,  This she faithlessly agreed to do, and by various wiles and
appeals ultimately succeeded in betraying him to his bitter and relentless
enemies, who wreaked their pent-up, long-cherished wrath upon the
now weak and defenceless, because God forsaken, hero,

They bind him in fetters, put out his eyes, and place him in prison,
among slaves, at menial service,  The mighty chieftain, whose terrible
prowess had hitherto filled them with dread and dismay, was now an
object of scorn, derision and contempt.  The puissant champion of
Israel, the past favorite of Ileaven, was now deserted and desolate and
derided.  His name, so lately a terror to his foes and a wower to his
friends, was now a byword and a jest.  The mighty arm which hurled
slanghter among his foes was now constrained to grind at the mill for
the service of his captors, and, in his blindness, he was compelled to
make sport for his tormentors.

In confinement, darkness, and humiliation, he came to himself, and,
filled with remorse for his past folly, he repented and turned again to
the Lord, and with earnest longings called upon Ilim.  And as formerly
in the cleft of Etam, and in the valley of Lehi, so now, in the prison-
house, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him—a spirit of quickening
and reviving grace, a fresh influx of strength and reawakened hope, and
like another blind prisoner long afterward at Damascus, he prayed.
How long he was in recovering his faith we can only conjecture, at least
a length of time suflicient for his hair to grow —the restored sign of his
personal covenant with the Lord. It would be some time before he ob-
tained a clear and comprehensive view of that covenant which he scems
s0 long to have misconceived or forgotten. But at last, the guilty,
unhappy and almost despairing backslider realized his condition and rela-
tion to God, and with reviving hope his courage and strength began to
return.  Iis gifts and graces, too, were restored. A grand religious
festival was appointed by the princes of Philistia, to be held in honor of
Dagon, their idol god, who, as they superstitiously imagined, had deliv-
ered Samson into their hands. The princes, captains and chief men,
with a vast multitude, thronged the place. The mighty captive is led forth
for their amusement, and is made the butt of derisive jest, bitter taunt,
and witty sneer.  Wearied in body and troubled in spirit, he leans for
rest against the pillars which support the edifice.  The past rushes over
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his memory — the story of his birth— his happy, peaceful childhood—
his early consceration — the purpose of his life— his great privileges —
his consummate folly, and his aggravated guilt. e leans in lowly peni-
tence and pleads in simple faith.  The spectators look and listen.  The
deep tones of his voice roll through the temple, O Lord God, remem-
ber me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this
> He is heard. Ile bends himself with all his newly imparted
might. A moment’s hush, and then an awful, tremendous erash—
a wild, appalling shrick of agony and fear, and amid the mangled
and the ruins lies the lifeless body of the matchless warrior, the
potent chieftain, the acknowledged deliverer of his people, the erring
but penitent and humble believer, the wayward, misguided, disobedient,
but contrite, humble, accepted servant of God. Samson is sacrificed,
God is vindicated, the Philistines are destroyed, and Israel is free.

““Then his brethren, and all the house of his father, came down and
took him and brov zht him up and buried him between Zorah and Esh-
taol, in the burying-place of Manoah his father.”  Thus was he laid in
the sepulchre of his fathers, asa prince and a great man, who had fought
and fallen gloriously that day for the liberties of Israel and the honor of
Israel’s God.

The character of Samson is variously and very differently estimated,
even by those who regard his story as authentic.  His life is full of con-
tradictions —a social and moral paradox.  Moved by the Spirit of God,
vet carried away by the violence and turbulence of his passions. By
deeds of valor and feats of prodigious strength scattering numerous hosts,
yet led captive by the wiles of a treacherous wanton. A true patriot,
carnestly desiring the freedom of his country, yet squandering much
valuable time and wasting his great energies in the prosecution of selfish
and sensual delights,

Some gee in him nothing more than a mighty giant, full of grim and
dangerous frolic, or a sort of malignant savage, reckless and rash, rush-
ing into dangerous and daring exploits ; or, at best, an intrepid moun-
taineer, with all the vices and virtues of a brigand or a frechooter, the
record of whose deeds is greatly exaggerated, if not altogether mythical.

But, as we read the record, which we regard as historically correct,
he was a chosen warrior of the Lord —a divinely qualified and commis-
sioned deliverer of Isracl—a man consecrated to the service of God —a
hero of faith. e believed in God, called upon his name, and was
moved by his Spirit.  His life was by no means a model one,—a beacon
rather than a pattern. e was a man of strong passions, and his animal
nature was often in the ascendant, e was tempted and he fell ; but
his frequent backslidings were followed by penitence and restoration.
He was a child of many prayers, a youth of high promise, made great
successes and marked failures in a life which he spent in sinning and
repenting, and came to a dark and tragical end.  After all his sins and

once,”




410 IHow to Develop Benevolence in a Congregation, [JuxNe,

follies and backslidings, he repented and died in the faith, with the lan-
guage of prayer on his lips, after an act of heroie and sublime self-sacri-
ficc.  And his name finds a place, along with Gideon and David, in the
list of ancient heroes, ““who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained the promises, waxed valiant in fight, and turned
to flight the armies of the aliens,” ““ who loved not their lives unto the
death.”

.

“(Come, come ; no time for lamentations now,
Nor much more cause.  Samson hath quit himself
Like Samson, and heroically has finished
A life heroic,  On his enemies
Fully revenged, hath left them years of mourning,
And lamentations to the sons of Caphtor
Through all Philistia bounds ; to Israel
Honor hath left, and freedom, let but them
Find courage to lay hold on this occasion ;
To himself and father's house eternal fame;
And which is best and happiest yet, all this
With God not parted from him, as was feared,
But favoring and assisting to the end.
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail
Or knock the breast, no weakness, no contempt,
Dispraise, or blame ! nothing but well and fair,
And what may quict us in a death so noble,”
MiLTON, Samson agonistes.

I[IL—IIOW TO DEVELOP BENEVOLENCE IN A CONGRE-
GATION.
By ALseErt G. Lawsox, D.D., Bostox, Mass.

TuERE is no patent method, nor will any human device have equal
success everywhere,  The best of one latitude is often but the fairly
good of another.,  Assuming that the congregation is, in the main, of
such as have given themselves unto the Lord, and then unto one an-
other in the will of God j that, through faith in Him and for IHis sake
they give, because they belong to Christ, and that they are recipients of
equal grace, yet their church polity, their local condition, their former
training or the lack thereof, and their consciences, not to say their
caprice also, will modify their methods. Moreover, a system worthy to
be called the best, if found and patented, would not run itself, Iy-
draulic machines are trusted to grind out prayers, but not money, and
the dream of perpetual motion, if it could be converted into fact, would
become a matter of ancient history, and a lost art before being applied
to benevolence.®  Eternal vigilance is the price of liberality, as well as
of liberty.  Every generation, every church, and every individual, must

* Strictly speaking, benevolence is well-wishing, beneficence is well-doing.
One is Peter Iunkin:.-; with pity on the eripple at the beautiful gate of the tem-
ple and purposing good to him; the other is that same Peter taking him by
the right hand to lift him up. Custom, however, uses them as practically
synonymous, as in the topic assigned to the writer, and so they will be held in
this article.
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have line upon line, precept upon precept, and example upon example,
unto the end of time,  Let the young minister lay it to heart that there
is no discharge in this war.  In public teaching and in personal prac-
tice, benevolence, like a bicyele, must be kvpt going or it falls,

1. Clear views as to what is, and what is not benevolence, are indis-
pensable in order that you should bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should abide.  The pastor and teacher secks not one harvest, but many
harvests 3 not a successful year, but that the people may be so rooted
and grounded in right principles and right practices, that, like the Mace-
donians, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty will abound
unto the riches of their liberality, even in a great trial of affliction.
Separate, then, between debts and gifts,  Some things are continually
grouped together under the name of benevolence which, strictly speak-
ing, have no place there, and between which the Scriptures erect a mid-
dle wall of partition. Salaries, whether to pastor, or sexton, or organist,
bills payable, whether for coal or wood, for gas or oil, for ordinary
repairs, or for betterments, none of these things are in the strictest sense
benevolence, It is simply co-operative debt-paying., Sextonsand organ-
ists, having agreed to work for a given sum, accept the money as their
due, not as a gift.  This sounds commercial, but is it other than sheer
justice and common honesty?  Hencee, the double outrage, when people
confessing Christ as Lord attempt to cke out the salaries of faithful
laborers by donation visits, or oyster suppers, and then congratulate
themselves upon what they have given.  When ““the cooking-stove
apostasy ” has wrought a present deliverance from fear, “ Render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” but do not credit the Lord and Ilis
grace with what belongs to the law.

No one will question that Paul’s ox* squarely covers the ministry, but
then the doctrine taught most certainly covers the sexton, the coal-bin,
and the bills payable for running expenses,  The tread of that ox ought
to have buried out of sight long ago any idea Christian disciples ever
had that their salary-paying was beneficence.  As well credit the whole
amount to the treasurer as his personal gift, because he happens to pay
it out, as to credit the membership with benevolence in building for
themselves an elegant church home, keeping it in repair, and making
themselves comfortable in heat or cold.  To build a great organ and to
pay a fine choir to give you enjoyment for four hours in the week, while
for six days they are silent, as if without a voice to cheer any one, is no
less & narrow use of good money than it is something less than true
In-ncvolcncu.f That does not begin until debts are I)dl(l, and only when

L | (“m ix. 193 1 Tim. I’.ull is writing of the mlmm yin "nnu-ml, .un]
not of pastors onl_v ; hence the stronger argument when applied to them,

t We would distinguish between a family church, so-called, with rented
pews, or, as in some parts of the country, with pews bought and sold, held by
deed and recorded, as any piece of real estate may be, and a church for tha
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substance is given for such things as do not return to us immediate
gain and comfort, is it in the highest sense benevolence for a child of
God.*

It is too high, we cannot attain unto it, is the possible response to this
view.  Shall the pastor, then, refuse to say or to do anything because
the people are not ripe for'this advanced thought and action? By no
means,  As aforetime, so also to-day give a portion to each, milk for
children, meat for men. Diligently sow the seed, patiently wait, and
in due season the harvest will come. Let the saints persevere along
these lines, and they must reap if they faint not.  Clear views of lib-
erality of its spirit and source, of its scope and power, as well as of the
ways and means by which to convert this doctrine into life mu:t be set
forth. Reasons and encouragements for doing, measures, methods, and
examples of doing are needed. It is a war against the carnal mind, the
love of the world, the ease of the soul, the selfishness of human nature,
and the ignorance of the many that it is more blessed to give than to

receive,

The rankest infidelity is toward the minor not the major truths and
facts of the Christian life.  Many pray for salvation, or sanctification,
who will not pray for bread or work ; many believe in the Trinity, who
do not yet believe it is & fixed law of God that it is more blessed to give
than to receive 5 to multitudes, if this has any force, it is as » happening
sometimes, and not as a necessity at all times, in all places, and unto all
persons who, having freely received, have freely given. A host can
recite the Commandments and the Apostle’s Creed without halting, who
cannot read through the fifteenth of 1st Corinthians without a shudder
that Paul should have written that last verse. If they are carried over
to the sixteenth chapter, they are chilled at the andacity of announcing
a collection when writing of the resurrection glories. Iow few say
“Thy kingdom come,” who see that it is asking God to call upon them,
as upon good stewards, for more money with which to send abroad 1lis
gospel.  How few who utter this petition have in sight the contribution
at the end thereof, and not only so, but who welecome it with joy, seek-
ing to have the will of God done on earth as it is done in heaven.

2. The whole truth must be opened to the people, and at every step
enforced by the highest authority ; but here, as in respect to truth at
large, other foundation can no man lay than that is laid.  The one
store-room of power, the chief treasury of incentives, is the Word of
God. This holy book reveals a holy man going about doing good, the
way, the truth and the life as concerns well-doing, and abounds with
texts and themes, with facts and principles, with laws and illustrations
upon this subject. To the law and to the testimony : It is written, the

people, where the sittings are really free, and a genuine mission work is being
carried forward throughout the entire community.
* Luke xin. : 12-14,
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carth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof. Every beast of the forest
is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills, The silver is Mine, and
the gold i. Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts,  All souls are Mine.  Honor
the Lord with. thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine in-
crease, It is He that giveth thee power to get wealth.  And they shall
not appear before the Lord empty.  Every man shall give as he is able,
according to the blessing of the Lord thy God, which he has given thee.
Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, shall they give into your bosom. For
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again, It is
more blessed to give than to receive.  Give, not grudgingly, or of neces-
sity, for God loveth a cheerful giver. If there be first a willing mind,
it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he
hath not. As ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and
knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, sce that ye
abound in this grace also.  With open face behold as in a glass how God
looks upon beneficence, and as you trace its lineage, or note its inner
worth, its elements of power in the giver and in the receiver, its vital
relation to the well-being of the individual soul no less than to the
welfare of the world, seek to have the mind of Christ, and to be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind into the same image, that with
holy zeal you may lead your people in this grace alse to be living letters
of Christ.

3. Emphasize without ceasing certain facts, and begin with the
prime factors of every true gift. Its intrinsic worth is the first and
the least element involved.,  The recognition of obligation to God —
right to property holds good between men — but between God and man all
right to property is vested in the Sovereign Owner.  Man the ereature
has nothing that he has not received, man the servant must look to the
Master for orders, and man the steward must’ give account to God for
every talent used.  The object for which the gift is made, that every
whit possible may go far beyond unto those who cannot in kind restore
tousagain, The amount from which the offering is tuken,— for it is one
thing to have plenty and to give of our abundance, while it is quite
another to have little and to give it all.  Jesus is also to-day sitting over
against the treasury, as when in Jerusalem he commended the poor
widow.  Most of all, emphasize the motive as that quality which
weighs heaviest in our gifts,  Chemistry has no such power to transmute
the choice into base, or to exalt to high degree that which is of low
estate, as has the motive of the soul in its gifts.  Silver and gold becorne
iron, or tin, or brass, as we give grudgingly, or flippantly, or showily,
but the dullest copper penny is changed into a golden. penny when it is
all that we have to give, and for His sake it is freely given,

Emphasize the blessedness of giving.  Let the liberal soul devise lib-
eral things, not merely because it is necessary, or for the good that may

R
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be wrought. 'There are necessities to be met, there is a world of good
we may do, our sympathies ought to be aroused, and there is unspeakable
exhilaration in giving, yet over and above these, it is blessed to give.
Any one may witness that it is blessed to receive, and never more so
than when we trace the gift to its true source, and lift up our eyes to
thank God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift. It is to do
His will, as ye have ‘herefore opportunity to do good unto all men, Like
the Samaritan on the Jericho road, or Peter and John on their way to
worship, the child of God will find meat and drink in doing good unto
all in the name of the Lord Jesus. It is to do as God does, Whose hand
is opened to supply the want of every living thing ; for Ile maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and
the unjust.  More than all, it is a doing which brings us into likeness
with Him. In keeping Iis commands, in emulating His example, in
walking with Him,—in the one path, in the one direction, for the one
purpose,—communing with Ilim step by step, not only do our hearts
burn within us by the way, but we are changed into the same image as
by the Spirit of the Lord.

Emphasize the grace of giving.  Christianity, frum its foundation up
through every living stone to the topmost pinnacle of the building, is the
fruit of the grace of giving. The Father gives Ilis Son, the Son gives
Ilimself for our sins, the Spirit gives the Christ-life, that we might be
conformed to the image of the Son, in whom we are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit. Giving to the point of
unspeakable sacrifice is at once the root of our gospel and the fruit of
the Spirit, by whom is shed abroad in our hearts the love of God. An
exotic in Mansoul, yet planted by our heavenly Father, it thrives even
in tough soil. ~ Well rooted, it changes the soil itself, so that the very
man quick to ask ““Who is my neighbor?” will believe that ¢“he was
born, not for himself, but for the whole world.” No lighter term than
this word grace will suit the facts, Paul, having borne witness that in
the churches of Macedonia grace given soon grew into the grace of giv-
ing, exhorts the church at Corinth and all the saints of Achaia to abound
in this grace also.

Emphasize systematic effort. Beneficence as a sphere has its hemi-
sphere, the one the giving, the other the gathering, and the fellowship,
or the distribution of the Lord’s money., The giving is between God
and the soul, the gathering between God and the community of souls—
the church—while the fellowship widens the circle to include the world.
System in giving requires a fixed proportion—to be increased as God
prospers ; regularity—to grow into habit until generous giving becomes
graciously easy ; and frequency—on the first day of every week give
tribute to God to cclebrate a finished redemption.  As to the gathering,
every church owes it to God, to itself, and to each member, by teaching
and example, by opportunity and exhortation, to encourage and increase
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¢he beneficence of all its congregation. The best general law to be
found for both giving and gathering is the apostolic rule of 1st Corinthians,
xvi. : 1, 2. For simplicity, equity, universality, and effectiveness no
one can frame a better plan.  Its essential features touch every point
and are needed to-day.  One of the best plans, which does not cut its
own sinews by slighting the small gifts, includes a card somewhat after
this form,* circulated in the closing month of the financial year, Then
to every pew, or sitting, aflix a card to show the societies regularly
aided, noting the month and day when by general contribution the frag-
ments are gathered, or when by vote the sums for each are designated.

Magnify the offering on the first day of every week.  The pastor who
goes down from the pulpit to hand the plates to the officers and awaits
their return, reciting meanwhile appropriate Seriptures, then receives

tlu- plates again, and while they stand about ]mn offers all to God,t will

* WEEKLY OFFERINGS
oF

CHURCH
AND CONGREGATION
From January 1 to December 31, 1887,

$ .01 Please mark with an X in the
.02/column on the left the sum you
.03jare willing to pledge as a week-
(Mlh/ offering to the Lord, from
LO5January 1 to December 31,
1887, using a blank space if you
_qo[prefer asum not pr inted.
5 Write your name and resi-
Yldence at the bottom of this
'.,.'( ard, and hand to the Commit-
~; y/tee or put into the contr ibution
. “m\

ackage of small envelopes
.50/will Lu given you, one for each
week,
‘ Every Lord’s day enclose the
1.50 amount of your weekly offer-
’mg in one of these envelopes,
seal it, and then put the envel-
2 (Nl‘npv in the box when the offer-
ings are pu-wnh-d 3 and in case
of absence, or omission for any
3.00/cause, enclose the amount in
arrears in the same way.

On the reverse of this card

4.00/find the objects to which the
contributions of this church are
devoted this year.
5.00, The offerings pledged being
purely voluntary, may be re-
called at any time, by giving
10.00 notice to the Committe,

Residence . ...... S s AN R

Please return this card to either of the
members of the Committee, or drop into the
Boxes when passed.

$ 1. FOREIGN \llsslo\~
$ 2, HoME MISSIONS,

] 3. PUBLICATION OR TRACT
SOCIETY.

|
$ (4., BIBLE SCHOOL.
i
$ "n MINISTERIAL  EbpUca-
\ TION,
|
|
|
% 6.
|
X 7. GENERAL FuND,
O——————
¥

Please designate how you wish your
offerings appropriated, by marking
against each of the above objects the
amount you design for that special
cause,

Gifts not designated will go into
the General Fund to be disposed of by
vote of the church.

The system of weekly offerings has
been adopted by this Church, and the
hearty co-operation of all who wor-
ship with us, both young and old, is
cordially invited,

( Committee.

&

Treasurer.

t The custom of Dr. Edward Judson, of New York, and others.
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do more to educate the people into a higher appreciation of the grace
of giving than by any other one habit. ““The penny collection ™ will
goon become obsolete among that people. Among all the things to be
done decently and in order is the equitable distribution of gifts. Pressed
by a thousand and one appeals, let pastors see to it that the great chan-
nels of power and influence created by the churches are kept full, even
though many a little canal is left empty.  Generous giving for the spread
of the Gospel is the serious, the life-long business of the whole church
and of every Christian. As often as once a quarter give up a stated
meeting to the discussion of such questions as, How can we raise more
money for beneficence?  How can we reach everyone?  In what direction
ought we to enlarge this year? Iow can we more effectively do for-
cign, or home, or temperance, or Bible work? Getting money is
accounted by the world prosperity, but God calls him prosperous who
is using, distributing money. At the stated prayer meeting preceding
any general appeal for a particular form of work, let two or three mem-
bers be asked to present verbally, or in writing, some facts connected
with this special effort, and then give a season to prayer for the favor
of God upon the enterprise.

Giibbon’s pen sharpened against the primitive Christians, yet ¢ made
their doings loom up in moral grandeur, when he put generous giving
among the leading causes of the world-wide triumph of Christianity.”
Seneca, the heathen, could say, ““I possess nothing so completely as
that which I have given away. Whatever I have imparted I still pos-
gess 3 these riches remain with me through all the vicissitudes of life.”

Paul the apostle says, ““Do good, be rich in good works, be ready to
distribute, willing to communicate, laying up in store for yourselves a
good foundation against the time to come, that you may hold on the
life which is life indeed.”

Mr. Gladstone says: ““I believe that the diffusion of the principles
and practice of systematic beneficence will prove the moral specific in
our age.” This may seem too bold, yet one who has looked into this

question will be ready to approve Dr. Bushnell’'s words: ¢“The great
problem we have now on hand is the Christianizing of the money power
of the world ; what we wait for and are looking hopefully to see is the
consecration of the vast money power of the world to the work and
cause and kingdom of Jesus Christ. For that day when it comes is the
morning, 8o to speak, of the new creation. That tide-wave in the
money power can as little be resisted, when God brings it to us, as the
tides of the sea, and like those also it will flow across the world in a
day.”

Forget the things which are behind, whether of victory or of defeat,
cultivate patience, keep an even temper, be at peace with yourself, and
be vigilant. In no one thing that pastors attempt to do will these be
more important, or their manhood be more tried than in working to
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develop the grace of beneficence in a congregation. It will demand
study, and patience, and persistency.  Study, since you must be able to
show the people the ways in which their beneficence may be directed,
give information as to specific fields and objects, state the proportionate
worth of different appeals, and the results which have attended efforts
already made,  Study, since they must, on every occasion, be taught
that the highest giving is to give themselves, and that all giving, from
the least unto the highest, must be under the power of the great fact
that glorifics our lives— Ilis example, who, though ITe was rich, yet for
our sakes beeame poor, that we through ITis poverty might become rich,
Patience, for no man can bring up himself, still less his neighbor, from
narrowness of view and the spirit of withholding, to broad views of the
Lord’s work and the spirit of liberality in a day. It will be one thing
to begin in a new church where all is enthusiasm, and quite another to
change an organization which with age has fallen into habits wise and
otherwise, much easier to acquire than to dismiss,  Persistency of effort,
for here as nowhere else has a premium been put upon eccentricity,
and have spasms been permitted to rule. Here more than elsewhere
have true worth, and real need, and pressing importance had to wait
upon some individual who had ability to arouse feeling, or be passed by
altogether because the aforesaid individual had drained the pocket-books.
Back of benevolence, as of war, throbs its passion or calmly rests its
principle,  Here it is impulse, a short-lived flame of shavings ; yon-
der it is habit, the fixed heat of truth and love.  When new members
are to be received into the church, especially if they are young disciples,
train them up to devise and do liberal things, and when they are old
they will not depart from the habit. It will soon come to be as much
a privilege to give freely as to pray frequently, and the one will be no
more easy than the other,

Thirteen years remain of this century. What revival would freight
them with more good for the whole world than a revival of Macedonian
giving? A revival fashioned by the mould of those who, according to
their power and beyond their power, gave, beseeching Paul with much
entreaty to receive their gift.  Such a revival would be the forerunner
of spiritual triumphs beyond anything the church has ever known.
Since believers are to be living letters of Christ in this evil world,
what child of God can be indifferent to this great theme which has so
large a place in Scripture, and is of such vast importance in the work of
disciplining the nations? T'o discuss this question, therefore, to bring
out the Bible teachings, to press home upon the people the example of
our Lord, to devise methods for the manifestation of our bounty, to
make a free use of selected literature,* to scatter widely and thoroughly

* The Christian Giver Publishing Co., N. Y. City, or Mr. Thomas Kane,
Chicago, T11., will send to any pastor or layman, for free distribution, benev-
olence leaflets,
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the good seed of truth, that every disciple of Jesus may abound in this
grace also, would most certainly contribute to this end.  May the last
thirteen years of the great missionary century show forth the power of
giving worthily of God.

IV.—MINISTERS" VACATIONS.
By Marviy R. Vixcent, D.D., New York.

No time need be wasted in diseussing the general principle unaerlying
this whole subject, for it is generally conceded. All busy men need
recreation and rest.  "I'his concession practically disposes of the favorite
argument against ministers’ vacations urged by certain business men
and members of other professions: ** We do not take vacations.” If
they do not, they ought to. If they cannof, so much the worse for
them. The argument amounts to this : We sin against our bodies, and
therefore our ministers should do the same.

1. The demand for periods of recreation in the case or ministers is

peculiar, I am tempted to say that it is greafer in their profession

than in any other. I confine the discussion here entirely to city pastors,

(@) A city pastor, in addition to the multiplicity of his duties, lives
habitually in an unrestful atmosphere.  Along the line of a country
pastor’s work restful influences are constantly interjected 3 but a pastor
in a city like New York is never out of the influence of the stir, the
quick movement, the tension of the life around him. It penetrates to
his study. It communicates its quality to everything outside of his pro-
fessional life.  If he throws down his pen and goes out for a walk, he
walks in the midst of it.  Whether in the pulpit or in social interchange,
he must work under a greater strain than his brother in the country.
He wears harder and faster. e burns more oxygen.  Ile must do his
regular work under constant distractions.  Ilis door-bell is forever
pealing, and he must turn from his sermon or his studies half a dozen
times or more in the course of a morning to confront a book agent, an
application for a collection, a beggar, a parishioner in trouble, or a bore
who drops in merely to pass away the time.

(») I have heard a distinguished New York minister say that if he
had Hnly his regular preaching and pastoral work to do, he should fecl
quite like a man of leisure 5 and yet most men would consider #2at work
quite sufficient.  The city pastor is not allowed to confine himself to
his legitimate work.  Neither American society nor the American
church has discerned the value of the principle of selecting a man for
the thing he knows how to do and giving him facilitics and leisure to
do that thing. The principle adopted is, rather : Load up a capable
man with whatever comes to hand. There is still too much of the
Jack-at-all-trades element in the American ideal of a useful man ; and
nowhere more of it than in the popular ideal of a minister. "The Ro-
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man Catholic Church avoids this blunder, greatly to its advantage.

The man who can preach is not set at ecclesiastical details which a clerk
can attend to.  The ecclesiastical administrator, who has little pulpit

ability, is not put into the pulpit. The man who can write a useful
book is put where he can write it without the distractions of parigh
work.  The Protestant pastor in a large city is a member of from one

to a dozen committees or hoards, If an ecclesiastical body has a

new magazine to be shaped, or the financial affairs of a board to be
investigated, it is more than likely to throw the work upon some over-
driven city pastors,

They must dabble in finance, in real estate, in
journalism,

They must confer on the interests of seminaries and act as
examiners of candidates for the ministry.

Editors are after them for
articles ; societies of all kinds for speeches.,

(¢) Beyond any other class of men, pastors are subject to an ex-
hausting drain on the sympathies, This is something which business
It may be said that the same is
true of physicians, but the cases are not parallel.  The physician is,
indeed, dealing continually with suffering ; but it is a well-known fact,
implying no reflection upon the noble heart qualities of our doctors,

men do not and cannot :lmn'w'i:ltv.

that they come to regard suffering largely from a professional stand-
point. Indeed, it is essential to their efficiency that they should learn
to do this.  For the surgeon to allow his sympathies to have full play
when a life is at the point of his knife, would be to unnerve his hand
and to imperil the life.  In military hospitals, during the last war, I was
always impressed with the manner in which the practitioner asserted
himself over the man, in the constant presence of scenes adapted to
melt the stoutest heart.  They could not have performed their blessed
work otherwise.

But that which is essential to the physician’s success would be fatal
to the minister’s.  The moment the pastor approaches sorrow or pain
in a merely professional way, his helpfulness vanishes.

He is better
away.

He cannot fill out the true ideal of a pastor, without, like his
Divine Master, laying his heart open to the appeal of his people’s joys
and sorrows alike, e must rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep
with those who weep. Hence his sympathetic thermometer is contin-
ually and rapidly shifting, One hour he is in the midst of festivity,
the next standing by the bed of death. The carriage drives him from
the wedding to the funeral. The strain is fearful.

(d) Pastors are compelled to do their work with a larger amount of
technical drudgery than either business men or lawyers. Their own
hands and eyes and time must be employed upon multitudes of mechan-
ical details which the merchant or the lawyer hand over summarily to
clerks, Every lawyer’s office, every business establishment of any
magnitude, has its stenographers and its type-writer. Those city pas-
tors who are so largely engaged on committees and other outside work
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I could myself easily

have a great deal of this kind of clerking to do.
But stenographers

keep a clerk employed several hours in each day.
and type-writers and clerks are expensive luxuries,

These considerations make it not only allowable, but imperative, that
the city pastor should drop his work at intervals, and scek rest and
It is not a question of indulgence, but of wise economy.

recreation,
The problem of

The drain upon our city clergy is steadily increasing.
maintaining a city church is yearly becoming more complicated, especi-
ally in the light of that common and radically vicious sentiment in the
churches which lays the burden of success almost exclusively upon the
shoulders of the pastor. Men of influence in the churches, who profess
to be intelligent and Christian, instead of railing at pastors for insisting
upon their annual rest, should join them in insisting upon it no less as a
duty than as a right.

2. The assertion so often made that merchants and lawyers and doc-
tors take and require no vacations, is largely untrue.  In the first place,
many of these do take them, and regularly. In the second place, many
more who do not take them formally, take them informally, for shorter
seasons and at shorter intervals.  In the third place, every one of these
men has fifty-two days in each year when business is suspended and he
can do what he will.  If he choose to keep himself occupied with busi-
ness on those days, that is his own matter ; but he must not plead that
folly as a reason why another man should be a fool. Those fifty-two
days are a minister’s hardest working days, days of strong excitement
and great expenditure of nervous energy. The holidays, moreover, are
on holidays for the minister. Tis Thanksgiving day is loaded down
with a sermon, and in the churches which observe the Christian year,
Good Friday and Christmas are days of sermon and service.

There is a pleasant little fiction that Monday is a minister’s holiday.
Perhaps it is in other places, but a good many of us can testify that it is
anything but that in New York. If there is a Presbytery meeting, a
ministers’ meeting, a meeting of any kind that can be gotten into Mon-
day, it is sure to be appointed for that day, on the ground that Monday
is the minister’s day of leisure. As respects the law of the physical
Sabbath,— one day’s rest in seven,—1I verily believe that we city pas-
tors are representative Sabbath-breakers, for we work seven days in the
week the season through.

Monday a rest-day ! Nature will assert herself, however.
every time I think of a group of ministers gathered one Monday at a
It was in the early spring, and the venerable secretary
Tired out myself with the Sabbath

I laugh

Board-meeting.
had his annual report to read.
work, I was beginning to nod with drowsiness, when, looking round, I

saw that nearly every man in the room was either nodding or asleep.
No. Wedon’t take vacations. I heard a fat and comfortable lawyer
going on once in this strain, and it was only a few weeks later that he
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casually vemarked, ““To-morrow will be our last Sunday in town. We
are going into the country for the summer.” e had been urging that
he worked as hard as his pastor on Sundays, since he taught a Bible
class on Sunday morning ; but he did not feel it incumbient upon him
to remain in town during the summer and look after his Bible class.
He didn’t need a vacation, but I observed that he had to go abroad for
his health not many summers since. e had been expressing his admira-
tion of a certain minister who stayed in town all summer and kept his
church open ; but it was only a few weeks ago that I saw a notice that
that same minister had gone off on a little tour. This fu quogue argu-
ment is very telling sometimes, but it is a gun which, while it shoots at
one end, is very likely to kick over the marksman at $he other.

Along with all this goes the question of keeping churches open in the
summer. It were very much to be wished that people who are so ready
to eriticise the churches on this point would bring a little common sense
and knowledge of the facts to bear, instead of taking up the hue and
cry started by newspaper flings.  There are churches which ought to be
kept open, either because their own congregations largely remain in
town, or because they command districts out of which a summer congre-
gation is sure to be gathered. There are other churches where neither
of these reasons holds, and where an expenditure of two or three hun-
dred dollars and preaching of the best quality are met with an attendance
of from sixty to a hundred. I passed a part of lust August in the city,
and attended service on two successive Sundays in two of our most prom-
inent Presbyterian churches.  The days.were fair, the preaching excel-
lent, but the congregation in one church was not over a hundred, and in
the other and larger church suggested Virgil's familiar line :

** Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vasto.”
The amount of the matter is, that in many cases, if the pastor did
remain at home, he would have principally empty seats to preach to.

In this same summer, however, I had brought home to me, as never
before, the justice of a complaint which is urged in connection with the
summer exodus, but whica is wrongfully bound up with the matter of
the minister’s vacation. When it was known that I was in town, I was
besieged with applications for funeral services, and was impressed with
the difficulty of finding any one to officiate. 1 had not supposed that
the city was so stripped of ministers,

This is a real evil That it has grown so great, is, I think, due
largely to the fact that many, like myself, have not been awakened to it.
They have probably supposed, as I did, that there were always ministers
to be obtained easily during the summer months. The complaint is just.
Itis not right that the pastor should be deprived of his vacation in order
to bury the dead, but the proper representative body of each denomina-
tion in the city ought to see to it that definite and certain provision is
made and published in order to meet these emergencies, and to save
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afflicted friends the sad necessity of traversing mile after mile of the
deserted, sun-beaten streets of New York in August, in order to find

gome one to bury their dead.

V.—THE APPLICATION IN SACRED ORATORY.
By Hexry €. Masre, D.D., St Pavn, MINN,

Tre ideal sermon culminates in an application.  This is not merely
an appendage to the discussion, nor a subordinate part of it, but is the
main thing.  Says Spurgeon : *“ Where the application begins, there the
germon beging,”  Not that the exordium and the argument are not
parts of the real sermon, but that these elements afford but the promise
and the prophecy of better things to come,

The body of the discourse will kindle the lights ; the peroration will
gather all the rays into a burning focus. Under the command of one
leading object, the life, the movement, the full-grown energy of the
whole sermon now bear down on the final charge. There is, perhaps,
nothing in which preachers differ more than in the art of application.

There are thinkers and logicians who command a rhetoric both ornate
and splendid, and yet their sermons leave the people unmoved, or lull
them to sleep by the very sweetness of their cadences.  The truth does
not grapple them as with hooks of steel, and men move on as before,
unchanged in heart and life.

On the other hand, a Jacob Knapp, with a clumsy logic and a gross
rhetorie, with no beauties of style or graces of diction, but with telling
strokes of appeal, brings his audience under throes of emotion —an emo-
tion that leaves them secure upon the Rock of Ages, or sinking beneath
the wrath of God, confessing that their damnation is just.

The preacher’s is the divine art, not of sermon-making, but of soul-
building.  He constructs a sermon that he may reconstruct a man.  Ile
strikes at the very center of character, persuaded that if the citadel is
not captured with the Gospel, error and death will soon plant their pale
flag there.

The conqueror is not he who rides out in the pomp of a dress-parade,
nor yet he who with consummate order and skill handles his forces 3 but
he who so does all this, that he shall remain master of the ficld of
battle.  Let there be logic — iron-linked like chain-shot —but behind it
the impelling powder ; and let there be rhetorie, wrought by fancy’s
lightest art, but withal the electric current thrilling along every fiber.

I. The first element in a true application is UNrry.

The ultimate aim of discourse having been chosen, the orator will
marshal every thought and figure with reference to it.  The conclusion
will contain in full and rounded structure only what the discussion has
furnished in element. 'I'he preacher is, in the highest sense, an advo-
cate charged with a mighty cause. Each plea uniting the essentials of
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the cause in a chain of constant progress, will at last consolidate all the
powers of the orator in an onset upon the hearer.

Cicero, when he had a point to gain, like a general planning a battle,
skillfully arranged all his material with direct reference to his end, and
then brought on all his forces with irresistibie effect. In the famous
oration of * Demosthenes on the Crown,” the entire procession of
thought, the movement of imagery, the balancing of sentences, the
choice of words, even the length and force of syllables, all obey one mas-
ter and that master’s one idea.  Milton deseribes the true orator as one

“whose words, like so many airy and nimble servitors, trip about him
at command, and in well-ordered files, as he would wish, fall aptly into

their own places.” In all the models presented to us in ancient and
modern oratory, we may discover some one idea which came to the ora-
tor with overpowering singleness, The pleading of the advocates, whether
in the forum, the Senate, or at the bar, has been marked by resolute
occupaney with the case in hand. The ambassador of Christ should allow
himself to speak only as he dares to regard himself as the organ of heaven,
sent upon her high and explicit errand.  If, then, the glad tidings are
to be proclaimed, let the preacher make the conclusion hopeful and win-
ning ; if the lightnings of the law are to be flashed, let him deliberately
and tenderly decide what impression he will make, and having made it,
let him not neutralize it.  When the nail is at last to be driven home,
the hammer should not be padded or muffled ; it should ** descend with
all its might and ring with all its sharpness.”

IT. Another element in forcible application is ApapraTioN To HumaN
NATURE.

The peroration, beyond all other parts of the sermon, assumes to
move and carry men, [t virtually counts nothing done till this is done,
till the will and the life are turned at the fountain ; but men are not
carried in violation of the principles of their being. e must know
men who would mould and fashion them,

The greatest poets and dramatists are those who have, with keenest
insight and most delicate touch, sent their thoughts like disguised detec-
tives down through the most intricate windings and hidden depths of
man’s spiritual organism and awakened the elements lying there into
responsiveness,  Hamlet and Othello are what they are in pathos and
horror because the human heart is what it is ; and Shakespeare is im-
mortal becanse he had the genius to make the transeript.  Many a ser-
mon with well conceived plan, with relentless logic, has yet utterly failed
to carry its point because in the application the preacher went blunder-
ing over the strings of an olian harp that should have been touched
by zephyrs,

“The world of mind is as regular and architectural as the world of
matter.”  Hence, in order to excel in moving men, the preacher must
have the spiritual tact by which he instinetively approaches his work
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fitly, and “*like the slate-quarryman, lays it open along the line of its
structure and its fracture,” Michael Angelo, at sixty years of age, was
able to do the most delicate chiselling with such impetuosity and fire as
to cause ordinary sculptors to fear he would shiver the whole mass of
marble, yet, though bringing down great fragments at a stroke, he never
passed his mark. Such is the bold yet safe power of the master of
method. By such mastery only is possible that grandest of all achieve-
ments, such control of the delicate and deep-laid power of men’s spiritual
being as to thrill them with the utmost vehemence and move them to
the highest action.

III. A third element in effective application is the Mosr Vivip
WorD-PAINTING.

The hearer needs now to be wrought upon by imagery, drawn from
natural and simple objects. T'his may not merely glisten like a constel-
lation on a winter night, but must be swift and glancing, stimulating
the affections, while it woos the will. The Seriptures abound in such
word-painting. The promulgation of the law from Sinai ; the display
of divine perfections, as in Job or Isaiah ; the glory of Messiah’s King-
dom ; the grandeur of the first resurrection ; the awfulness of the second ;
the last judgment ; the Millenial Sabbath, are a class of representations
which stand out on the page of Scripture in bold relief.  They are the
means of God’s great application of Iis sermon of the ages, and they
move all men,  Inoratory, often by some word, winged and piercing like
the lightning, a difficulty is splitasunder and its secret laid bare.  Grattan

#/leseribed his entire relation to Irish independency in the flashing, mag-
netic words, ** I sat by her cradle, I followed her hearse.” The minis-
ters of our God especially should be fresh and commanding with speech,
vivid and electric.  During the famous sermon of Christmas Evans on
“The Demoniac of Gadara,” which continued three hours, such was
the stimulus and power of his imagery that for the first hour his audi-
ence were like an assembly in a theatre delighted with a play 5 the sec-
ond hour they were like a community in mourning over some sudden
calamity ; and at last they were like the inhabitants of a city shaken by
an earthquake, rushing into the streets, falling upon the earth, and
wailing before God.  With themes so transcendent and thrilling in their
reach and subject matter, sweeping hellward and heavenward, until two
cternities heave into view, how vivid and penetrating should be the cor-
responding conceptions of the preacher. They should be thrown off
hike scintillations from the majesty and moral grandeur of his own
state. They should rest like a spell upon the hearer till he is won
and borne away into a new character. But beyond all things else, the
application must have

IV. A BurNING INTENSITY.

All the foregoing elements will be absorbed and vitalized in this—the
preacher’s own flaming heart. The true peroration can never be mere
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phraseology. It is phraseology plus the preacher himself, and how
much that energy is no man can tell exhaustively, because it is life,
glowing, creative, transforming life,  The preacher’s own will must be
heroie, his heart aflame, his soul rapt, if he is to be an inspiration to
men,  The application must come not only with a flash from the brain,
but with a rush and drift from the heart.

Nothing short of warm, original emotion can kindle the eye, and man-
tle the brow, and thrill the tongue with the living flame of eloquence,
Perhaps all are not equally gifted with emotional power, and all need not
be. There is a calm earnestness in which vehemence and tenderness
meet and harmonize as opposite polarities in a common center, and, like
a mighty river, coursing through genial lowlands, it yet bears in its deep
tide something of the impetuosity it received in descending from its
mountain source. But, whatever his temperament, no preacher muy be
cold and frigid who speaks on a theme the issues of which loom up to
infinite proportions, and which fills heaven with emotion.

The preacher may have proved a great doctrine; what then? Is it
to be applied as coldly as an axiom of mathematics, or is the soul to be
bathed with the unction and fervor of it ?

Edmund Burke, even in the lower issues of parliamentary debate,
was 80 intense in his appeals that even those who heard him most fre-
quently were often borne away by the tornado of his passion.

Loyola preached with such urgency that the very passion of his tone
and features moved to tears those who did not understand the language
in which he spoke.

When Robert 1all became fully animated his pain-racked body quiv-
ered like the light frame of a building containing a powerfully acting
engine. The glow of his mighty soul flashed upon his audience, and
his tones trembled under the weighty message they bore, suggesting
that fountains of sublimity and energy would yet discharge themselves
if they had adequate channels. Such intensity is borne only of the
Spirit’s might.

All other qualities of the application as related to this are but “the
John Baptists of eloquence, after whom there cometh a Mightier bap-
tizing with fire,”

Let, then, the most impassioned utterances fiow here. Let not the
Legate of the skies be limited. No utterances can equal his lofty
themes, Let sensations of the grand and terrible, wailings from below
and hallelujahs from above, influence his spirit. Let lightnings flash
from his eye and rhapsodies flow from his tongue. Let him become a
very herald of *“the chivalry of spirit,” with even his blood excited to
unusual play and his nerves keyed to the awakening and answering
thrill of the eternities. And, having done all, let him remember that
he hath ¢ this treasure in but earthen vessels,” while ¢ the excellency
of the power is of God.”
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VI.—CREATION LEARNED BY FAITIL
By Cuarces S. Romixsox, D.D., NEw York.

Now and then we hear of some notable man-of-war passing in all the gayety
and pride of battle out of our ports. For a day or more the pens of the news-
mougers are busy relating its history as it went on the record in its years of
fame; the fearful sea-fights it has been through, the gales it has weathered,
the oceans it has traversed, the famous commanders it has borne; far back
even to inconspicuous times in the yard where its keel was laid, or at the dock
from which some old sailors will yet be found who remember it was
launched. It wakes our wonder to be told how methodically the biography of
the vessel has been preserved, as if it were a thing alive, and now how easy it
is to trace its annals to the beginning,

It would gratify us exceedingly if we could follow back the history of the
planet we live upon, or the race we belong to, with equal particularity of
detail, and fix our facts with equal authenticity, But early records are meagre,
and sometimes hopelessly obscure. Curiosity is baffled, and skepticism makes
a daring stand.

Still, let us not despise the knowledge we really do possess. Because our
information stops witl: an uncomfortable hiatus now and then, and that, too,
in its most needy part, let us not throw up any of its trustworthy acquisitions
in fits of petulant discouragement. The Bible is not a fable, merely because it
proposes at points to say nothing; what it has said could not well be spared.
If at any moment its revelation of scientific or historic facts seems to be
scant, we can do no more than bear with its reserve. The silence of Scripture
is as truly an evidence of its divine origin as its utterance, Had mere men
written these records, we may be sure of one thing—they would have made
them sufficiently voluminous, and the opening chapters of Genesis would
never have been blamed for a brevity at which the world wonders.  What
sort of work they would have made of it, however, we can conjecture, when
we remember the pitiful attempts they have since made at explanation.

The Egyptians believe that there was once an entire universe ol water,
Divine power existed at the centre of it for many ages. In solemn silence the
Supreme Being, whoever he was, gathered next to his person and all around
him a huge shell, perfectly transparent like glass, and in this he was wont to
sleep.  One morning, as he awoke, he broke the shell and came up to the sur-
face of the Mediterranean Sea : and now he was in the shape of a terrible turtle,
and spread out over millions of miles of space.  Thus for ages longer he lived
and floated ; then once more he burst his shell, and the pieces of this became
earth, islands, mountains and rocks. And now the turtle became a giant,
and for some ages after dwelt up in the top of a mighty hill. By and by he
crawled down, and went to sleep by the side of a tranquil lake. It was one
of those warm nights they used then to have, and the great being was a little
weary. He slept recklessly ; his arms were flung out very widely over the
sand ; and from them during the moist darkness sprang up an enterprising
race of human workers. His legs were stretched out likewise, and a race of
human travelers grew out of them ; toes and fingers in a similar manner gave
origin to a race of slaves, fashioned to toil forever, destined to wait upon the
stronger and first-made creatures.

Now such stories as these are all received by somebody somewhere on faith ;
they constitute the creed of the men and women, who live and work and wor-

)
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ship and die and are buried under them, as doctrines communicated and pro-
pagated by their parents and their priests, The Hindoos are accustonrad o
teach their children that once a monstrous serpent lay coiled up upon e
ocean.  Upon his folds a it god, Vishnu by name, slept for long ages, and
then died.  Out of his soul, just as it was in the instant of its departure, an-
other of their chief deities arose, by the name of Brahma, who created man
by wishing for him. The people took these traditions on faith; that is, they
believed them.

This is the way in which we receive our beliefs. They come to a race like
ours through our intelligence first, and then through a religious trust in those
who bring them to us, professedly from on high. This is what Scripture de-
clares now : “Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, sothat things which are seen were not made of things which
do appear.”

Our supreme advantage is found in the fact that we have a volume of pub-
lished histories, endorsed by a thousand voices from above, given under the
't of inspiration. All that we really in such a case need to

extraordinary g
know and believe has been told us in the few early chapters of Genesis. The
very name of the Book means “The Beginning Long after the strange
events recorded took place, this was written by the Hebrew law-giver Moses,
When divine wis

lom speaks, it speaks just as the common people said Jesus
Christ spoke, **with authority, and not as the scribes,”  And it must be taken
precisely as it stands, The Bible asserts, and we receive the information ;
and this we do without any questioning. 'We expect to believe, and we do
believe, more than we comprehend.  There are some things in the Scriptures
which are assumed and never argued.  The very existence of a Divine Being,
supreme evermore and everywhere in the universe, has never been announced
as a revelation that needs to be evidenced or proved; it is taken for graated
that intelligent human beings know that there is a God, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently serve him.  So of all these records concerning
the Creation; Moses never disputes in the Pentateuch; he is satisfied with
relating and describing ; that is all he was set to do.

Any declaration whatsoever under inspired authority is to be accepted
cheerfully as simply and unalterably true. We receive it in an exercise of
devout faith, as a little child receives explanations of a mystery he cannot
altogether understand from a parent who is confessed to be wiser than he is,
The father stands on his character and dignity when he announces a new and
even difficult fact.  He has a right to say, as once Christ said to his disciples,
“If this were not so, I would have told you.” The apostle Paul, who was one
of the most extensively and thoroughly educated men, und had sat at the feet
of Gamaliel, the greatest teacher of that age, freely admits that he took on
fait' alone whatever Moses had to say in his account of Creation.

To those who feel vexed to find so little told concerning events as majestic
as those of the beginning of the world and the race, it is salutary to recom-
mend that they read some of the efforts great philosophers have put forth to
explain all the mysteries. Every process has been cleared up beautifully ;
and the explanations need nothing but reliableness to render them true; nor
do they lack anything but consistency to give them worth; nor do intelligent
men miss anything from the stories except simple common sense.  One thing
at least is comforting when we read the Word of God: if it is silent, when
sometimes we might be really glad to know more, we are certain it will never
compel us to be ashamed for it because it has been talking the nonsense of folly.

So we reach a second question, namely : What are we taught in the Bible?
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How much do we know concerning this grand begmning of the universe
around us, to which we give the name of the world? T think the reply to this
involves at least these three particulars—the fact, the process, and the pur-
pose : it will be well to touch these in turn.

The fact comes earliest ; and this is stated too plainly to be in any particular
refuted or doubted. The world was created ; it was created by the Word of
God; it was created out of nothing. It is noi, as some insist even yet, eternal
it was begun. God made this world with a word, voicing the fiat of his will.
Overan unknown sea of immensity the Almighty made his voice to be heard.
He spoke but asingle syllable—** Be,”—and forthwith a new universe came into
existence like a new island rising in the deep. A fiat of his own will gave us
life and existence, And this was not a refashioning of old elements into fresh
forms; things which are seen were not made of things which appear; they

were made new,

What was the process of informing Moses? It is not related. But it does
not seem as if there could have been more than two conceivable ways of giving
him this sublime information. God might have narrated the story in words,
just as he told him about the tabernacle in the wilderness afterwards, just as
he told Ezekiel concerning the form of the typical temple. But there is no
proof of anything like this; and some are inclined to think that most likely
the Almighty showed Moses the scenes as if in a series of pictures passing
before his illumined imagination. One grand spectacle, like a panoramic
vision, may have been sufficient for his own need; and then it is barely pos-
sible that, under the serene and intelligent guidance of inspiration, this prophet-
leader may have introduced some of the traditions that the world still held,
He could choose what he would, and breathe through those the spirit of his
own inspiration, and they would be as authentic as a part of the race’s history
as anything else, That is to say, he would be inspired to select from the tra-
ditions whatever was correct ; he, in this instance, as much as in any other,
would be divinely guided. Some of the best scholars we know in these modern
times declare that the opening chapter of the Bible was never written by Moses
at all, but was a fine grand old poem detailing the general processes of Crea-
tion correctly, and requiring only his endorsement of its accuracy to make the
statements as aunthoritative as any other part of the Pentateuch. Then be-
yond this, Moses would be told his facts, all of which occurred certainly two
thousand years before he was born, just as John in the Apocalypse was told
his facts, all of which would occur many years afterwards, when he himself
should be dead and buried. Moses was a prophet, just as Isaiah was or Daniel,
inspired by the Holy Ghost. He was evidently ““raised up” for this particu.
lar purpose. His gift of knowledge pointed backwards, precisely as the gifts
of these other men in knowledge pointed forwards; he knew the past as they
knew the future, Thus the Spirit of God informed him what had taken place
at the creation of the world, just as the Spirit of God informed the evangelist
John after him what was going to take place at the destruction of the world.

So much, then, for the fact, and so much for the process of revelation,
by which we are informed concerning the creation ; there still remains the
purpose of it all to be considered. What are we taught to believe was God’s
real purpose in bringing the world into existence?

Let us come back to our picture of the Supreme Father, as he has been rep-
resented in the companionship of his only-begotten Son, enjoying the inter-
course and planning for the future. It is a beautiful as well as a most amiable
picture, He decides to createa world ; it will be this world of ours he is going
to create; what for? That must be a question worth asking, and worth
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answering. But the reply cannot come through any effort of guesswork; we
must go to the Scriptures at once with our search, What has been revealed
there as the divine purpose?

One passage there is in the Epistle to the Ephesians which tells all we need
to know ; it happens, fortunately, that it is familiar to us: “ Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ; to the intent
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have bold-
ness and access with confidence by the faith of him.”

The “mystery which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God " is, therefore, the gospel which Paul was preaching. The eternal pur-
pose of God is that which ‘“ he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord ;™ a magnifi-
cent secret is suddenly told ; the “manifold wisdom of God ™ that is to be made
known by the church, ““unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places,”
is nothing more nor less than just “the unsearchable riches of Christ.,” This
world was created in order that it might be the theater of the story of man’s
redemption by the intervention of divine mercy. Human beings were to be
formed with free wills, so that God might have his wish and be served volun-
tarily ; but that would necessarily involve the ability to resist God and commit
sin. Then it was certain there would be a fall ; and after that the wreck must
be graciously retrieved by an atonement, in which God's Son must be sacri-
ficed to justice, and so mercy would come in with a pardon.  Out of this aston-
ishing purpose would be revealed the great glory of the Creator, as the merc-
ful Redeemer; so

*@God, in the person of his Sca,
Hath all his mightiest works outdone.,”
This disclosure now, finally, we receive on trust, without argument, and with-
out hesitation. * We have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Did God, then, as some slanderously report that we say, create a race of free-
willed creatures, liable to fall, and then let them fall, so that he might damn
them to hell for their sins? Noj; he created the race of free-wiiled men in
order that he might save them in heaven after they had fallen in sin; that is
what the Word of God says plainly: “But we are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth.”

It would be worth while, if our readers’ patience would suffer it now, to
comment upon the exceeding fitness of such a theme as this brought
before them, for the days in which we live, We attan what we know about
the Creation through faith, not through logic. But some of us fear that faith
is beconiing a lost art.  Why, think of it ! about these times the church people
are discussing how little inspiration is necessary to the Scriptures, and how far
revelation may be corrected —as if it were a bad play, or an inaccurate poem
full of vile mistakes —and how much might be put away rather than how
humble should be those studies we pursue in the realms of secular science, and
how reverent a true Christian should be in passing judgment upon a man
inspired, like Moses or Paul. 'When the fact is, that God created this world in
order to give men salvation, we are discussing violently whether men may not
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have a better chance for redemption after the world is all over, and a second
probation afford them a better example of God's grace than this one he has
given himself.  And all the time, there lies the same grand old Bible, not a
word of which has ever yet been overthrown !

VIL—GEMS AND CURIOSITIES FROM A LITERARY
CABINET.—No. VL
By Rev. Artnuvr 1N PersonN, D.D., PHILADELPHIA.
95, The epitaph of Christopher Wren, in St. Paul's grand fane, reads thus:
“Subtus conditur
Hujus ccelesiae et urbis conditor,
Ch. Wren.
Qui vixit annos ultra nonaginta,
Non sibi sed bono publice

Lector, si monumentum quesis,
Circumspice.”

So the epitaph of the beloved founders of our Christian charitable institu-
tions may well be inscribed on walls : “They lived not for themselves, but for
the public good.  And if you seek to find their monument look around you!"

96. Curious Facts About the Sea. As to the quantity of light at the bottom
of the sea, there has been much dispute, - Animals dredged from below seven
hundred fathoms either have no eyes, or there are faint indications of them,
or else their eyes are very large and protruding. If the creatures in those
lower depths have any color, it is of orange or red, or reddish-orange. Sea-
anemones, corals, shrimps and crabs have this brilliant color. Sometimes it
is a pure red, or scarlet, and in many specimens it inclines toward purple,
Not a green or blue fish 1s found. The orange-red is the fish's protection ; for
the bluish-green light in the bottom of the ocean makes the orange or red fish
appear of a neutral tint, and hides it from its enemies. Many animals are
black, others neutral in color. Some fish are provided with boring tails, so
that they can burrow in the mud. The surface of the submarine mountain is
covered with shells, hke an ordinary sea-beach, showing that it is the eating-
house of vast schools of carnivorous animals, A codfish takes a whole oyster
into its mouth, eracks the shell, digests the meat, and spits out the rest. Crabs
crack the shells and suck oat the meat.  'Whole mounds of shells are dredged
up. Not a fish-bone is ever dredged up. A piece of wood may be dredged up
once a year, but it is honey-combed by the boring shell-fish, and falls to pieces
at the touch of the hand. If a ship should sink, with all on board, it would
be eaten by fish, with the exception of the metal, and that would corrode and
disappear, Not a bone of a human body would remain after a few days,
Nothing made by the hand of man was dredged up after eruising for months
in the track of ocean vessels, except coal-clinkers shoved overboard from
steamships. Twenty-five miles from land was dredged up an india-rubber
doll,  That was one thing the fish could not eat.—Prof. Verrill.

97. The three greatest men Gen. Grant met in his Round the World Tour
were, as he said, Gladstone, Bismarck, and Li Hung Chang, the Chinese
Prime Minister.

98, Possibilities of mankind. To appreciate these, we must look on men,
the most degraded and depraved, as we look on the reflection of trees in a
stream. Their inverted images indicate the possibilities and capacities of right
and nobleness.—Dr, Punshon.

99. ¢ Tear is the most expressive word in our language.”—Robt. Hall.

100. Love's arithmetic. Joys shared are added and wmultiplied ; griefs
shared are subtracted and divided.
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101. Lyman Beecher, born, was a seven-months' child, and so puny when

and feeble that the woman who attended on his mother actually thought it
useless to attempt to keep him alive,

He was wrapped up and laid aside.
But after awhile, finding that he was not dead, it was concluded to wash and
dress the baby, Many a young convert is treated in the same way by the
Church, that should be a nursing mother to his feebleness and infancy.

102, *¢ Three-sevenths of the moon’s surface have never been seen by man.”
—Humboldt. How much of the character and works of God have never yet b i b
come under our observation? k1

103, Great is the power of saying *“ No.”” The book of Daniel is the grand e
battle-field where the devil is constantly defeated by the power of holy men to iy
say, “Iwill not.” "

104. Proverbs, xxv .11, A word fitly spoken, ete.; literally, ““spoken upon

his wheels”—

. ¢., running smoothly.

105. Types of Christ. 1. Historical, as Joseph, David, Isaac, Jonah.
cial, as Moses, Aaron, Melchizedek,
heifer.

2. Othi-

i

3. Ceremonial, as the goat and dove and l .

4. Symbolical, as bread, rock, vine, ete.— A, J. Gordon, D.D. | ‘l

106. The Holy Spirit's Work briefly comprehended in relation, 1, to salva- {
tion ; 2, sanctification ; 3, service,

1. Salvation. Conviction of sin, especially unbelief.

His work is regeneration,

2. Sanctification.

Testifying of Christ.

secration of body.

Conversion, in which

Inhabitation of the heart as His temple, and hence, con- |
Quickening of graces : faith, hope, love, zeal ; and of facul- |
ties : memory, reason, conscience.

3. Service. Imparting liberty, even of speech.
anointing for work of winning souls.

107, Analysis of Preacher's zeal. **Personal ambition, 23 parts; love of
applause, 19 pride of denomination, 15; pride of talent, 14; love of authority, : E
125 bigotry, 10; love to God, 4; love to man, 3."— Andrew Bonar, D.D, /

108, Shaftesbury’s dying words : ““I am touching the hem of his garment.”
John Newton's : “I am still in the land of the dying; I shall be in the land of
the living soon.”

|

i

t

{

1 i{

Illumination of mind in the understanding of Scripture. :
:

i

:

==

Self-oblivion, and specially

B o e P

109. A Call to the Miuistry cannot be expected to come to us as to Paul in ‘
his conversion or.in the night vision when he saw the man of Macedonia. I
The call must be found and heard, 1, in the voice of a world's destitution. |
2, The voice of duty, **Go ye into all the world,” ete. 3. The voice of an in- {
ward passion for souls. 4. The voice of conscious gifts fitting for service, |
such as a balanced mind, aptness to teach, a ready utterance,
Providence opening the way.
pressions.

|

il
x " | it
5. The voice of t i
6. The voice of the Spirit working inward im- |
These voices can only be heard when there is absolute self-surren- i
They are **still, small voices,” easily drowned in the clamor of worldli- ‘ {
ness and selfishness,

der,

{8
\
110. Emancipation. The freedom of the slaves of the British West Indies i
was decreed to take effect August 1, 1834, So great was the joy that muany
people did not sleep at all the whole night previous. 1
111, Affliction. That picture, at Munich or Dresden, which represents the }

clouds full of faces will never be forgotten by any one who has seen it, as an

expression of the intelligence and wisdom and love that rule even in the
storm.

112, Agis I'V. of Sparta was one of the most beautiful and unselfish char-
acters of antiquity.

Ascending the throne at twenty years of age, he found
700 heads of families, of whom not more than 100 were wealthy, monopolizing
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all the pewer and privilege of the State, and he, with his mother and grand-
mother, were among the wealthiest. He assumed the plain attire of a citizen,
and publicly, in the town hall, set the example of giving up his property, en-
couraging the Lycurgian law of limiting property-owners to one lot of land.
He shared all the hardships of soldiers in his army, and was as popular in
camp as in the town hall. The rich monopolists headed a revolt, and Agis
had to flee to a sanctuary ; but on coming out of the temple he was kidnapped
and imprisoned ; then hurriedly tried and sentenced, and at once put to death.
Observing one of his guards weeping, he said : “ Lament me not; I would
sooner die innocent, as T am, than live as my murderers will do.”

113, * The wrath of God abideth on him.” The impending character of the
wrath of God, its ever-pressing weight on the condemned soul, is finely but
awfully illustrated by the avalanches gathered on the inclined slope of the
mountain, or the edge of a precipitous rock, which the slightest shock—even
a careless shout—may detach from their resting place and precipitate into the
depths below,  Even weight, without apparent motion, is grinding, striating
and polishing the underlying masses of rock.

114, Service is the secret of preserved power, *“ Use or lose
You cannot touch God's work without touching him, and you cannot touch
him without virtue going out from him. The two Wesleys began a great
movement, which has already grown to such a gigantic extent that there are
over 110,000 Wesleyan preachers and 25,000,000 followers and adherents.

115. The use of God’s Word. Christ drew the weapons in his conflict with
Satan (Matt, iv.) from the arsenal in Deuteronomy. The late postmaster of
London gave a poor Catholic woman a Testament, The priest took it away,
but it had been the means of her conversion, and it was also the means of his ;
and when he died it was found under his pillow, and the man who took it
from that hiding place was also brought to Christ by reading it.

116. Revolution, not evolution, is needed in developing Christian character
out of the natural man.,

117, Revivals may bring excitement. But stagnation is the worst of condi-
tions. There is perfect order in a cemetery ; butif life could suddenly invade
all those tombs and sepulchres, and heave all those mounds and monuments,
there would be the greatest disorder,  There is always disorder where there
life and activity.

118, Rules about Bible study. Make up your mind to read it through and
through ; to believe it all ; to feed yourself, and not be forever a babe needing
to be fed with a spoon, on milk ; to pass over nothing without understanding
it, and to obey whatever you find there.—Moody.

119, In public reading of Seripture good emphasis is good exegesis.”

120, Long sermons. A good preacher aims to develop his thought and theme
fully, but studies not to be tedious.  An open-air preacher in London kept on
preaching till he was left alone, saying it was a pity to stop as long as any one
was willing to listen !

121. To give the Gospel to mankind is the instant, constant duty of all he-
lievers. The whole history of the church and the world demonstrates it.  The
Book of Nature illustrates it, where getting and giving go together, and get-
ting is by giving. To impart is the law and the life of Christ. The history
of God's providence is the history of one long preparation for, and prosecution
of, missions. And the churches that give the most get the greatest blessing.

122, Humility and penitence disarm wrath., Spurgeon was about to beat a
dog that greatly annoyed him ; but the dog came and licked his hand, and he
dropped the club,

is God's law,
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SERMONIC SECTION.

A TRUMPET CALL.
By MoraaN Dix, D.D. [EpiscoraLl,
NEwW YORK.

Awake, thow that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall

give thee light.—Ephe. v: 14,

What can they be but part of some
old hymn ; some spiritual song where-
with, in those far-off days, the people
were wont to make melody in their
hearts? Perhaps it may have been
as familiar to them as Bishop Ken's
THERE has been no small disputa- Morning Hymn to us:

. 1 ¢ iths 1 f v, i * Awake, my soul, and with the sun
tion about these \\u]u 83 friendly, in Thy daily stage of duty run 1
deed, but earnest and persistent, They A

’ l‘ ¢ ll t! ¢ d ¢ Y Thus read, the lines take strange
are 4 quotation § but 1t does not ap- .
NI G/ Apesiia ’ o, hold on the heart.  They sing them-
pear whence they are taken, or where y

: 5 selves to the ear, as part of some sweet
St. Paul found them; the mystery ) : . :
" : v v psalm of life in use in the Church in
enhances their beauty, The apostle ; g
! J - ; the days of her first devotion to her
introduces them thus: “Wherefore, ' - g
i . i Lord and King, And when we take
he saith,”  But who was it that said? ) ) ;
< . them up, and thus begin to think of
Who wrote them? Orv who taught :
g o them, how many scenes arise on the
them to Paul? No one can say. The i B g .
) i A view in those first days of the Gospel !
formula is common i gquotations from | . s ;
“ . They are full of associations, to which
the Old Testament ; but where in the g e .
- reflection gives the force of reality, as
Old Testament are these words to be .o . ’
T if we had seen with oureyesand heard
found? Some have thought them to .

i ! with our ears, For instance, you
be an adaptation from the prophet y

2 3 < : 2 may imagine yourself with those
Isaiah, ** Arvise, shine, for thy light is s 5 .
i . who stood, one day, near the grave

come, and the glory of the Lord is EEg,
g -y of Lazarus, It was a cave, and a
risen upon thee™; but such an adap- ; L2 e

e : : stone lay upon it.  Jesus said, Take
tation is so very free that it would re-

i rery sharp sight to det I ye away the stone, . ., . Then
quire a .\l ry \ arp sig | 0 detect the thew toole awiv the stoie fsom the
connection with the original.,  Others il ! "
. place where the dead was laid. And

have thought they might be a quota- i e :
5 v > S as they did so, the inner ear of the
tion from some book of Holy Scrip-

: g soul can almost hear the sweet and
ture which we have lost ; a desperate

o
iy

solemn hymn, swelling to the air
5, and one which discloses the =
! ; . .. around the place, ** Awake, thou that
character of him who makes it ; as if A
boole. 1 tvod by tha Holy Q) sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
any book, inspired by the Holy Ghost o A : "
¥ i I v SN S Christ shall give thee light. For He
and recognized as canonical in the : i
" was then at hand of whom it was
Church, could be lost! And others : s \ g
- | written, *“The hour is coming in
think they must have been tuken from . :
e 1 ) which all that are in the graves shall
some uninspired work, some apocry- . : §
I i gl POC hear His voice and shall come forth,”
phal volume; which possibly might . i as
i E : Such application may be made, as
be the case. But there is still another . . e
4 ' we meditate of the acts of Christ; and
suggestion, and it takes the fancy at . i 8
SR in like manner may we apply the
once, The words, in the original, are
words to our own day, to ourselves,
poetry, and not prose ; they are three
A ¢ and to the men about us whom we
lines of verse, measured and rhyvthm- b PP
i d know, and for whom it is our duty
ical, and such as a scholar could scan: : . -
A and our desire to pray.
Awake, thou that sleepest !
And arise from the dead !
And Christ shall give thee light ™

Just as it is
easy to fancy that the wind blowing
from the hills round about Jerusalem
[Many of the full sermons and condens:

ations published in the Review are printed from
the authors’ manuscripts ; others are officially reported for this publication. Great care is
taken to make these reports correct. The condensations are carefully made under our
editorial supervision,—Ebp,]
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did bring, or might have brought, to

rrave of Lazarus the cadence of o
strain ke this, and that
watchers might have caughtit up, and
$0 have cried unto the dead man i his
shroud while the Lord of Life was
drawing nigh. Even so is it easy to

invisible

account for those words as said or sung
perpetually by the lovers of souls and
the friends of sinners, by those shin-
ing ones who hover around our altars
and desire to look nto the mysteries
of redemption here in this lower
world, where men are sleeping, yet
not i the dust of the earth. This is
a melody of the Gospel, a canticle of
the Church, repeated again, till the
eyes of the blind be opened and the
ears of the deal unstopped ; repeated
to those who slumber, forgetful of
the passing away of time and our
drawing towards eternity ;

of duty and danger; etful of
Christ and themselves,  Nor is there
melody only in these verses; there is
power, which I would that we might
feel.  ““Raise up, O Lord, Thy power,
and come among us, and with great
might succor us !

First, then, it saith: ““‘Awake, thou
that sleepest.”  Sleep is a state of un-
consciousness, of insensibilty: therein
man takes no note of time and knows
not what is occurring in the world
around, In sleep there is no con-
scious activity ; that is its principal
sign.  Whom then, in this invoca-
tion, did the Apostle address? He
spake, not to the active sinner, but to
For that distine-
tion must be made, and if we look

the sinner passive,

about us we see it every day in the
lives of sinful men. Some walk in
open \'iw‘_ 1'|-('I\'l<'\\. ])I'nl“;::lll'. in re-
bellion against their God. 'We do not
address such persons as  sleepers,
Alas! they are awake; awake and
active; theirs is the awful hife of di-
rect and sustained enmity against the
Lord.  When a man lifts hand and
voice against religion and defies the
Divine will, we cannot describe him
as a sleeper.  'When a man 1s sinning
with a high hand, we do not call on

A Trumpet Call,

[Juxe,

him to awake. He is awake ; his is a
waking life, as truly as that of the
life in
is there, but

devils, whose existence is a
death.  No
great intellectual activity, clear per-
ception, baleful resolve and the inten-
tion to commit crime.  In the career
of open lm.\‘li“(_\'!u Christ, when “ll'_\'
trample under foot the Son of God,
despise  the Cross, blasphieme the
Name of names, refuse the means of
grace, and account the service of the

slumber

Master foolishness: there is no slum-
ber in that terrible state, It
scious, deliberate, malignant resist-
It is not to be imagined that

IS con-

ance,
men of that class are present with us
now. Such persons do not come 1o
church.

the love

They shun the message of
of God,
sessed of devils in old time they cry,
“What have we to do with Thee,
Jesus?” They stand afar off, and
against God and Religion.
When we hear the words, ¢ Awake,
thou that sleepest,” we must look
elsewhere for to whom the

Like those pos-

storm

those
sunimons is addressed,

What 1f some of ourselves should
be of this number? “Thou that
sleepest,”  Hereisalimitation. Not,
thou that opposest; not, thou that
art in rebellion, thou thatliftest hand
or voice against thy Lord; but, sim-
ply, thou that sleepest. To sleep; to
do nothing; to lie still, listless, in-
different, so that the promises of God
to us through the Gospel have no
sweetness, nor the warnings terrvor,
To be like Gallio, who cared for none
of those things. To be in a state in
which for our salvation
This is to
It dilfers entively from the
before, It
other
state,  Let us look in the
Holy Gospels for types of those con-

no agency
makes any impression.,
sleep,
condition described 15 i
passive state; the was an
active
ditions.  The open enemy of God,
who has gall in his blood, and hate
in his soul, and sins with a high
llilllll; he is like one of the soldiers
who mocked the Lord in the day of
His Passion ; those wretched beings
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who heaped reproach and insult on

Him, who buffeted and spat on Him,
and, as soon as ever the word was
given, laid hands on Him and led
Him away, minded to destroy the
name and memory of Him from the
earth, But the sleeper, passive, list-
less, indifferent, who careth not for
God, neither regardeth the things
that belong to His Peace ; this one is
fairly represented by Lazarus in the
grave ; bound about with the cares
and pleasures of the world, as he
with his grave clothes; having his
eyes shut tight to the future and
what it holds for us, as those of Laz-
arus were, while his face was bound
about with a napkin; with no more
spiritual life, no more love of God,
no more care for Christ, no more
concern than he who lay speechless,
voiceless, four days dead, under the
stone that lay on the mouth of the
ave, The soldiers of that Good
Friday ave still to be seen, with the
flatterers and busy mockers of our
own day ; and Lazarus often walks by
us, in his rustling shroad.

It is so of a truth. The life and in-
difference to religion is a state of
spiritual sleep in which the soul lieth
in the place of the dead. For it
saith, “ Awake, thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead !” He that
sleepeth  thus must be reckoned
among the dead. His awakening, if
he wake, will be a coming up from a
tomb. And let no one flatter himself
that it is not so, because it may not
seem so to himself. For some one
will say : ““This cannot be; the life
which I lead in the flesh is not to be
identified with death. It isanactive,
wakeful state. It is full of business,
of occupation, of thoughts unspeak-
able, of pleasures and delights; this
is not death, nor even slumber.” But
though any sinner thus justify his
course, we shall not change our mind
respecting him, nor fail to see the
point at which he goes astray. In
sleep, unconsciousness relates to the
outer world only. Inwardly, men
are conscious ; and that consciousness
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aeclares itself in dreams. To dream,
while sleeping ; that follows, almost
as a matter of course, Sleep is the
sphere of dreams; and dreams the
accompaniment of sleep,  And what
50 active, so

le, so incredibly elas-

tie, as the dreamer? We mount, we
flv, we fall, we tread with ease in-
accessible places, we go through the
air, we change from shape to shape;
nothing daunts, nothing surprises;
it is a madness of action, and often a
delirium of happiness for the moment.
And yet it is unreal, untrue; the
dreamer wakes, the visions fade, with
the cold gray dawn or the broad light
of day ; when the slumber is broken,
the dreaming stops. If a life of in-
difference to religion is but a sleep,
the thoughts, the cares, the joys of
such a life are its dreams, If you
live your life without a thought of
anything beyond it, its activities,
whatever they be, are but phantom
shadows and feigned semblances
without duration after itisover. For
life must not be considered in itself
alone, nor measured by the scant
measure of this world. Life must be
viewed, described, laid out, on a far
higher and larger scale, to make it
real and true, Its standard of value,
its test of quality, are beyond, ineter-
nity. So measure thy days. Com-
pare life with eternity. See it in
God.  We sleep, or we wake, merely
in the measure in which we see our
life in the light of God or in the dark-
ness which comprehendeth Him not.
If wise, we shall count that of our
existence which has no relation to the
world to come, as a mere * economy”
of the fleeting hour and as not more
substantial than the dreams of the
head upon the bed,

But still the unregenerate soul
protests ; it says again: This cannot
be, this shall not be. For the life
which we now lead seems to be so
intensely real ; and it is, to many,
so enjoyable and so sweet. Yes;
and those also are the qualities of
dreams, They also are intensely
real, while they last, 'What do you
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know, perceive, remember, of your
wauking life, while in that deceptive
How real, for the time,
We wonder at noth-
ing; we move from scene to scene,
from transformation to transforma-
tion, without doubt or misgiving;
things the most grotesque and ab-
surd seem natural and right.  And
dreams bring intense joy. In them
men have seen the most lovely
sights, they have heard the most
delicions music, they have tasted
the most exquisite viands ; and after
all this, seen, and heard, and en-
joyed, in the place of phantasms,
has come the shattering blow of
disillusion, to scatter it all to the
winds, So it is with
which men pass in the sleep of indif-
ference and the dreamery of their
selfish and ungodly thoughts. What
is to come when they are past and
gone? When they fly at the dawning
of the Eternal Day, what shall be
left? Goon as you like; sleepon now
and take your rest; yea, dream your
dreams and dream them out ; if only
you could tell what you intend to do
hereafter; what you will do when
the slumber is broken, what when
the dreams are gone. Dream on as
you will, if only you have deter-
mined what is to be done when the
morning breaks across the vast mir-
ror sea?  What then, when the
Judge shall be seen standing on the
What next?  What after-
ward? What, on and on, forever, in
that state, where the voice crieth
ever, ‘““Sleep nomore !

Hear, O sleeper, what God Al-
mighty judgeth concerning thy life,
“ Awake, thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead.” Hesays, ““the
dead;” a term which is intended to
describe thy position. Asleep, in the
places of the dead! It isa terrible
description ; and yet it accords with
the tenor of the history of redemp-
tion. God accounts the world and
all of us to be dead indeed until we
are made alive unto Him by grace.
The work which man does by nature

condition?
is the dream !

these days

shore?
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are “dead works™; and of us He
says, before our calling, “Ye were
dead in trespasses and sins,”

This is God's account of us; and
on this is fouuded that call, Awake,
arise ! It is addressed to us as free

True, the Lord suid, “No
man cometh unto me except the
Father draw him.” But again He
said, *“I, if Ibe lifted up, will draw
all men unto Me,” He has thus
drawn us to Himself. To preach the
Gospel is to draw men to Christ, not
by irresistible force, but sufficiently
to test them whether they will or
will not come. So of this call to
awake, Men may hear, and arise;
or they may shut out the sound, and
slumber on,
step on

agents,

Some active, decisive
our part is necessary to
come to Christ, to accept what He
offers, to say, * Behold, here 1 am;
redeemed of Thee, by thy sovereign
act of redemption, saved of Thee, by
my own act of this faith whereby I
lay hold of Thee and keep Thee for
mine own forever,” This it is to
awake, this to arise, out of the slum-
ber of indifference and unconcern ; to
getup from these places where our
bones lie scattered before the pit, like
as when one breaketh and heweth
wood upon the earth; to lay hold
on eternal life, to pass from the
dreamland of nature into the true
light of the Kingdom which shall
not be moved, the light which never
passes away.

So do, and “Christ shall give thee
light.” Thou hast no light until thou
have it in him—no light that lasts,
The light of sun, moon and stars dur-
eth for a season ; those ordinances in
time shall cease. The light of this
world pleases for a while ; but hereaf-
ter it shall be as completely quenched
as that in the eyes of the dead, which
are become the homes of everlasting
darkness under the lids drawn down
upon them by the hand of pity and
love. Christ shall give thee another
light, which is indeed the Light of
God ; and this shall be to thee a light
to show the way of life—light over
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the past, which thy sins, more in
number than the hairs of thy head,
light in the thick
shadow of grief, and in the days of
trouble, which are many ; hght where-
by to know God and thyself, and to
see thy state before him ; light on all
the vexing questions which make men
solicitous and faint-hearted ; more
light, for which so many have prayed
in their own darkness; that light
which is shed abroad wherever Christ
walks in the earth, Light is coming
fast; it is here; the light that light-
eneth every man that cometh into the
world, except the face be turned away,
and the desperate resolution be taken,
“T will not look, T will not see!”™ O
man, that art more blind than the
blina Bartimeus, be like him in one
thing more,

have darkened;

Arise and cry, ** Lord,
that Tmay receive my sight!™ Awake;
shake off dull sleep; get thee up;
“Arvise from the
dead.” Lo, they are on every hand,
thy conpanions in irreligion, in spir-
itual sldh, in delay. Thicker are
they thaa the slain on the red battle-
field, thee bodies of the dead in tres-
passes aid sins; a thousand beside
thee andten thousand on thy right
hand. Beatir thyself, thou that artin
the same ondemnation. Move that
dreaming lzad ; open those eyes heavy
with sleep  rise and look upon the
fearful scen, Lift up thyself, on thy
hand, on thyarm, on thy feet ; stand,
orstoop, or bnd ; yet somehow grope
thy way. Sep over those prostrate
bodies ; feel by doubtful path. Once
out, look notbehind thee, ¢ Christ
shall give thedight.” He stands be-
side the ficld oideath ; he calls thee.
Escape for thylife, Angels hasten
thee; they adc their voice to his:
“ Awake, thou hat sleepest, and arise
from the dead.” They add, once more:
*“Escape for thyife ; look not behind
thee, neitherstaythouin all the plain,
Escape to the mantain of the house
of the Lord, lest you be consumed.”
—

sleep 10 more,

* How short is huma Jife ! the very breath
Which frames my rords accentuating
death,”
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1 BORE THE CROSS FOR TiEE; WHAT
DOEST THOU FZ.. ME?

By KARL GEROK, D.D. |LUTHERAN],
CHIEF COURT-PREACHER IN STUTT-
GART, GERMANY.*

And when they had mocked him,
they took the purple robe off from
Iim, and put his own raiment on
him, and led him away to erucify
him. And he, bearing his cro,
went forth, ete. Matt. xxvii: 31, 32,
Mark xv:20, 21, Luke xxiii: 26, 31.
John xix: 16, 17,

“LET us also go that we may die
with him!”  That was the cry of
noble Thomas, full of grief and love
as the Lord and Master announced to
the disciples His resolution to take a
last journey to Jerusalem, where He
should meet lurking foes and cer-
tain death. *“Let us also go, that
we may die with him ! Throughout
all Christendom this ought to be the
watchword during the holy Passion
week weare just entering to-day; and
we invite all who are assembled here,
““ Let us also go that we may die with
him!" It s six weeks that
we have been accompanying Him
through the whole sorrowful journey
from Lazarus’ tabie in Bethany, where
Him
for His burial; through, oh what tor-
ture of body and anguish of soul,
what mockery and scorn, what hate
and envy, what injustice and vio-
lence ! and finally, all is decided, sen-
tence of death has been extorted from
Pilate, and F e is to be erucified. The
selections  just read describe His
passion, and we behold Him on His
last and hardest journey, a march
that leads Him to execution.  To-day,
entering upon Jesus' dying week, the
watchword of His every disciple ought
to be, ““Let us also go, not only that
we may suffer with Him, as all alorg
through Lent, but that we may die
with Him."”

Not a bodily death. That He does
not require; besides, only the very

now

Mary unconsciously anointed

*Translated from the German for the
HosrLeric REview by Mrs. J. H. W, Stuck-
enberg, Berlin, Germany.
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few would stand such a test. Why,
Thomas even, in spite of his resolu-
tion to defy death, was one of the dis-
ciples who forsook their Lord in that
appalling hour in Gethsemane. Why,
even Peter, notwithstanding his bold
intention, “I am ready to go with
Thee both into prison and to death,”
fell into disgrace when it came to the
proof. No, not bodily, God be praised.
In spite of all the hostility to Christi-
anity it has not come to that. None
of us imperil our lives by following
after Christ! We are permitted to
celebrate Passion Week in peace. We
are never persecuted while listening
to the preaching of the Cross. We
can testify to the Lord's death at the
communion table ; not a soul molests,
But should that afford reason for our
being nothing but mute companions,
only passive spectators, when our
Lord is marching on to death? Ought
not love and gratitude, wonder and
reverence, constrain us also to do
something for Him? Does not the
form of that pale sufferer, staggering
along the road to Golgotha with a
crown of thorns on His head and the
beams of a cross on His shoulder,
force the question, ““All this I did for
thee, whatdoestthou forMe?"” Come,
let us respond to our Redeemer's ques-
tion, as He goes out to die, *“I BORE
THE CROSS FOR THEE! WHAT DOEST
THOU FOR ME? "

Lord Jesus, crucified Love! I can-
not give Thee much. Yet one thing
will I do throughout my whole poor
ife: the memory of Thy agony and
Thy death shall never leave my heart
until my soul and body part.

«T bore the cross for thee! What
doest thou for Me?”” The Saviour puts
this question to us all as He marches
forward to His death. Let our an-
swer be:

Wil’h Zion's daughters I'll weep at sight of

Yetnlln‘nzr.n- my state lament !

“And there followed Him a great
company of people, and of women,
which also bewailed and lamented
Him.” What if, mostly, their mourn-
ing was nothing more than the natu-

I Bore the Cross for Thee; What Doest Thou for M:?
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ral sympathy these women would
have felt toward any man condemned
to death ; what if notone of them had
the penetration to perceive in Him
anything more than an innocent
sutferer or a persecuted prophet, who
had not merited such treatment ; still,
when we behold the Man of Sorrows
enduring such inhuman cruelty from
those brutal men, the tender pity
shown by these women does con-
tain some consolation. Surely those
tears bedewing His path, leading to
death, were a beautiful tribute to the
King of souls, far more valuable in
Hissight than those trampled,quickly-
withering palms strewed in His way
by a multitude drunk with joy. And
how much good these sympathizing
tears must have done Him—this Son
of Man, so overwhelmed by humilia-
tion. For He who all His life had
never passed a tear unnoticeq, now
stopped to console those weepirg ones
on His way to crucifixion. He who
finally refused to grant a Pihte one
more word of reply, and win would
not open His mouth before Herod,
and was now so exhausted that He
could scarcely drag His wewy body
to the place of execution, hoiors these
women with a friendly glince, with
words that are full of love, :nd tarries
a moment on His march,once more
erecting His bent and matyred form
until He stands again in ul the ma-
jesty of His royal height, and then
turning His thorn-crowied head He
casts upon them His leavy, weary
look with a ray of the oldSaviour 'ove,
and His last, gentle, seious words of
farewell, His last publ: utterance to
the people on earth, vas directed to
these daughters of Jensalem,

Indeed, during thosamportant days
from Palm Sunday (o Easter, the
women put the men t shame by their
loving sympathy ad noble fellow
feeling. "It was a wman who per-
formed the last servze of love for the
Lord, as in Bethanshe anointed His
feet and His head shile the disciples
permitted their fee to be washed by
the Master A wman, Pilate's wife,
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sent in a petition for His life on the
very morning of His death, *“Have
thou nothing to do with that just
man,” and at this hour not a man in
all Jerusalem ventured to open his
mouth for the sake of saving Jesus.
As they marched with Him to the
cross the women wept for Him, while
the men entrusted to His execution
loaded upon Him the beams of the
cross until He sank down under the
burden. On Good Friday evening
there were women standing near the
cross when neither a Thomas nor a
Peter was to be seen,  Women were
the first to appear at His grave on
Easter morning, and, at the same
time, the disciples assembled behind
barred doors for fear of the Jews,
Attention has justly been called to the
mportant fact that not a single
woman is mentioned as having been
hostile to the Saviour either during
His passion or throughout the Gospel
history. And even to thisday women
may still claim some of their ancient
credit, that shall not be taken from
them. Even at present, as we count
the number of hearers sitting at Jesus’
feet while His word is being pro-
claimed, the number of guests sur-
rounding the Lord's table when His
Supper is to be distributed, the sick
who desire the consolation of the
Gospel, the hearts that can be touched
by the preaching of the Cross, or
aroused to enthusiasm for Christ's
kingdom ; the hands still willing, in
Jesus' name, to make some sacrifice
for the kingdom of God, or to give or
manufacture something for a brother
in need,—in every one of these instan-
ces we find greater numbers of women
than men. Where the hearts of men
remain cold and hard women's hearts
will be kindled with holy love. Where
the eyes of men remain dry and proud,
women'’s eyes will fill with tears of
pious emotion, for women have a
tender nature. And if we find some-
thing repulsive in a man who has no
heart and no religion, we are alto-
gether repelled by an unbelieving
woman—she, emancipated, cut loose

from every holy bond of religion, and
rebelling against the pious bent of her
nature, has become a nonentity, a
monster, who, God be praised, loses
beauty even in the eyes of unbeliev-
ing men,

Let us appreciate these hearts of
tenderness ; we will not make light of
flowing tears; for we hope that dur-
ing these sacred days many other
susceptible hearts will also be moved
at sight of the holy mart
to our view with the words, ** Behold
the Man ! And that many a trifling
spirit will grow more and more serious
until it is completely overcome with
godly sorrow, we should regard it a
good sign if, here and there, an eye
were to grow moist under the preach-
ing of the cross; if a tear of emotion
were now and then to fall on an open
hymn book as you read the story of
the Crucifixion, or sing a passion
hymn; if a tear of devotion were
sometimes to flow down a cheek on
receiving the communion cup, or
while kneeling before the Crucified
One in your closet at home, Neither
ought a strong man feel mortified at
being so moved ; during these days it
is seemly for even a resolute, manly
heart to be shaken and melted by
gentler emotions; tears stealing se-
cretly overarugged, manly face adorn
that countenance when they indicate
that deep within that nature the
spring of holy feeling has not quite
ran dry under pressure of life's hard
toil. It wasalsoa man, and he a great
philosopher (Leibnitz), who felt it no
shame to compose that Good Friday
hymn in our hymn book, ending with
the words, *Let my fainting soul per-
ceive the sweet flood of Thy love.”
He, O Jesus, whose cold heart will
not kindle at the glow of passion such
as Thine is a stone,
he has no life!

You have no wish to be such a
stone, dear heart, have you? No,
Thou Divine Man of Sorrows. With
Zion's daughters I'll weep at sight of
Thee, but more my state lament,

It does not become true godly sor-

r presented

He has no love,




506

row until we weep for ourselves and
for oursins ; they are not true passion
tears until they become penitent tears
that trickle from the very depths of
a broken heart, a bruised spirit, and
work a repentance unto salvation not
to be repented of.  That is what the
Saviour means as He turns to the
weeping women, and says, ** Daugh-
ters of Jerusalem, weep not for me,
but weep for yourselves and for your
children.” I am better off than
you. True, it is a heavy cross My
shoulders are bearing, but I carry
something within My heart that
would sweeten any cross, and that 1s
peace with My God. This is a hard
road leading unto My death, but it
takes me to a blessed goal; by My
dying I enter upon My glory. Weep
not for Me, but weep for yourselves
and for your children, O blind Jeru-
salem! From this day henceforth
you have a load of crime to bear, and
you can never atone for it; a curse
hangs over you and your children,
which you yourselves called down
upon your head, when your madness
led you to ery out, ‘His blood be on
our children.” Oh, this
blood will come upon you sooner than
you think, and harder than you im-
agme! It will be upon you so soon
that many who laugh this day will
howl on that ; it will come with such
awful severity that then it will be
said, Blessed are the solitary, who
can endure this misery alone, and not
have it increased tenfold by what our
children have to bear; blessed are the
barren and the wombs that never
bare, and the paps which never gave
suck. It will come upon you so ap-
palling that death will seem a boon,
and they will say to the mountains,
Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover
Beloved, thirty-seven years
afterward you know how this warn-
ing was fulfilled at the final destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. How that long
siege produced a famine so distressing
that, in order to escape their agoniz-
ing wail, mothers put their own chil-
dren to death, and hterally fulfilled

us and on

us!™
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“Blessed the barren.”  Ilow,
when the oty was stormed, thou-
sands of the inhabitants sought refuge
from the blood-thirsty Romans
subterranean drains and cellar vaults ;
and now that mounds of rubbish and
ashes were accumulating over the
city this was literally crying out,
““Fall on us, ye mountains ; cover us,
ye hills !

What faithful intentions we behold
in this Friend of Sinners as He calls
to the moaning women, “Weep for
yourselves and for your children ! It
was calling on them to repent while
there was yet time, so that they might
escape the future wrath, like that lit-
tle flock of Christians, mindful of the
Lord's warning in

are

Matthew xxiv.,
“Flee into the mountains,” who es-
caped before the eity was surrounded
under guard of a troop of angels.
Toward us also how friendly His
intentions are ! “Weep not for me,
but weep for yourselves and for your
children!™ O, beloved, that is the
Lord's cry to us tlis day to arouse in
us true godly sorrow. Tears denoting
nothing but natural sympathy, mere
susceptible emotions, although we
would not reprove or check their flow,
still they are not enough to rejoice
our Lord, or to redeem our souls.
They may be superficial tears that
leave the depths of the heart with-
out producing any benefit; they may
be only a sudden dash, of which
a breeze may remove ali trace, and
to-morrow you may be pursuing your
old habitual lusts; or they may be
sentimental tears, in which you revel
as in a sort of pious luxury, while,
averse 1o pain, you shrink: from the
severe requirements of penitence, the
harsh sorrow of self-knowledge, and
the bitter cross of self-renunciation.
No, friend, when tears stream from
your eyes at sight of that Sufferer in
His crown of tiwrns, ask yourself,
What brought the Holy One of God to
this? And reflect, ““It was the sin
that weighed on Him far heavier than
yonder beamsof the cross—the world's
sin, and my sin also.” And when you
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are aroused to grief and indignation
at the blind folly of His people, the
malignity of His foes, and the weak-
ness of His friends in Jerusalem, beat
your own breast for sorrow, and re-
member your weak Peter hours when
vou have denied your Lord in word
and deed, your abominable Judas’
tricks when you have sold Him for a
paltry price of sin, and your crooked
Pilate you have
vielded to the world in spite of know-

decisions, when
ing better, and of your conscience,
and then your subtle Pharisaic pride,
that makes you unwilling to submit
to correction from the Spirit of God.
Bow your head down to the very dust
and exclaim, “Lord, enter not into
judgment with Thy servant, for in
Thy sight shall no man living be jus-
tified " And when you shudder at
hearing the woe unto Jerusalem'’s
daughters, and of its appalling fulfill-
ment, then, oh soul, take a look about
vou and ask yourself, **This genera-
tion to which I belong, this nation
among which T am numbered, is it
not hastening toward the ve
struction, since it too is rejecting the
Saviour and thrusting out the Re-
deemer?” Then, my soul, retive with-
in thyself and inquire, “Am I not
also an unhappy daughter of Jerusa-
lem, a lost child of God's heavenly
city, fallen froia my noble origin, and
deomed to future judgment? Have I
not guilt resting on my heart, guilt
that has not yet been atoned for nor
forgiven? Over my head, over my
house, over my children, over my
deeds and omissions, even over my
amusements and joys, is there not
hanging a secret ¢ Woe unto you'—a
hidden curse, that will not let me find
gladness or peace, the curse of a heart
fallen from its God, and which has
not yet been atoned?’ Andifl you
now accompany the Saviour in spirit
during His last hours, then, dear soul,
think of your last hour. Remember
death and the judgment, and say, “If
they do these things in a green tree,
to the holy Son of God, what shall
be done in the dry, what shall be done

e of de-
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to me a sinner, in the fire of my last
agony and of future judgment?” For
though many shall appeal to their
grave mounds on yonder awful day of
woe, “Cover us and our sins, ye
hills ! the hills will refuse to cover
them, and their souls will have to ap-
pearin all their sinfulness and stand
trembling before the light of Judg-
ment day, Shall I then beamong the
redeemed and shout ““No judgment
can affright me, no harm can me dis-
tress, because my Jesus hides me be-
neath his loving wings !”

My beloved hearers, should these
thoughts occupy you until you become
more earnest, grieve at your condi-
tion, mourn for your sins, and cast
yoursell before the cross with the
prayer, “0O Lamb of God, Thou
that bearest the sins of the world,
have mercy on me ! or stretch forth
your hands toward heaven with the
petition, ““O Merciful Father, Thou
that so loved the world as to give
Thine only begotten Son that whoso-
ever believeth on Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life, let
me also not perish, but receive me
into Thy mercy!” O beloved, all
that should come to Him thus, men
or women, high or low, old or young,
would bring true godly sorrow before
the cross of the Lord, and their souls
could not but rejoice in the promise,
“Blessed are they that mourn, for
they shall be comforted.”” A sowing
of tears like that would ripen unto a
harvest of joy for time and eternity.
Well, then, Crucilied Redeemer, with
Zion's daughters I'll weep at sight of
Thee, but more my state lament. O
Jesus, let me not only behold Thy
martyrdom, but let me realize the
reason for it, and also its fruit.  Alas,
I too was reason for it; I, with my
sins! They made a martyr of Thee
that I might find mercy.

But since the Redeemer has per-
mitted us to find mercy, and extends
forgiveness and blessedness from His
very cross, and now comes inquiring,
«“This I did for thee; what doest
thou for Me?” Christian hearts, let
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us be ready with an answer from our
text:

With Simon turn and bear the accursed

tree,
But with more heart consent,

Thus far we have taken women for
our example; now let us proceed to
learn something from a man, and
that in the more difficult task—real
man's work. Not only sympathizing
with Jesus, but suffering with Him ;
not merely weeping for Him, but
bearing with and for Him, since He
commands, “If any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow Me.”  Of
course, that must precede all else.
Repentance must come first, and after-
wards sanctification ; tears first, and
then fortitude; a broken heart first,
afterwards a new heart; first let Him
make an impression, and then follow
Him. But now, after a soul has ex-
perienced the sorrow of repentance,
and realized the rapture of pardon,
the question presses all the more ear-
nestly home, *Now, what will you
do for Me?”  Al, now there remains
a beautiful work, a noble service, and
this we each and all, men and women,
must permit yonder Simon of Cy-
rene to show us, who followed the
Saviour, bearing His cross. It says
of Jesus, ‘“ And He, bearing His cross,
went forth into a place called the
place of a skull, which is called in
Hebrew Golgotha. This sufferer,
weary unto death, not having had an
hour’s rest since the evening before,
when He had lain upon His knees in
the dust of Gethsemane, who had
been scourged, beaten with fists and
flogged with rods, until he was covered
with marks,—this Man of Sorrows was
compelled, besides, to bear on His
bruised shoulders the heavy beams of
His cross! It was customary to let
even the blackest criminal under sen-
tence of death enjoy some human
forbearance during the last hours, in
the effort to lighten the final punish-
ment ; but the Lamb of God, although
bearing the sins of the world, received
no mercy, but was condemned also to

What Doest ]7[('1(fﬂl' Me? l_ll'\'lv:,

carry His own martyr wood to the
place of slaughter. “*And as they
led Him away,”—the exhausted suf-
ferer sank to the earth under the load
of His thousand tortures—*“then they
compel one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming
from the fields (Luther's translation),
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to
bear His cross, and laid the cross upon
him.”

So, against his will, this plain man
was compelled to become the impecial
standard-bearer of the New " osta-
ment ; for he first bore the S viour's
cross into the hot, decisiv: battle.
So he, without knowing now it all
happened, became Jesus' fellow-cross-
bearer, and an example to all true
disciples of the Lord. True, he was
only coming that way by accident,
and it was only under compulsion that
he permitted this accursed wood to be
laid on him. He, as probably we all
should have done in his place, re-
garded it as a disgrace to be compelled
to march beside a malefactor to his
execution, and have the whole world
pointing at him. But he performed
the last service of love for his Lord,
even if he never knew how it all came
about ; and who knows what he may
have learned upon this march? Who
knows whether he did not experience
some spiritual influence communi-
-ated by this close following of the
Divine Sufferer, like the thief on the
cross and the centurion at its foot;
and whether afterwards, when the
resurrection had crowned the Cruci-
fied One with glory and praise, Simon
did not esteem it a great honor at
having served the Son of God in His
last extremity? The very fact that
he is mentioned as the father of two
sons prominent in the early Church
would indicate that this march to
Golgotha became for him and his
household the beginning of a true
following after Christ.  So then,
Christian heart, let us learn from him,
and exclaim,

With Simon turn and bear the accursed tree
But with more heart consent,

The fact is, we are all unwilling at
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first, and need to be compelled to
bear the cross-burden of a disciple of
Jesus 3 our natures revolt against the
pain of the cross, and our pride is
repelled at Christ’s disgrace ; we want
to get along without humiliation ; we,
like Simon of Cyrene, should like to
avoid the cross; but we, too, are
seized unawares, have the cross laid
on us against our will, and are com-
pelled to take a road that seems out
of our way.

Tell me, all ye brothers in sympathy
and sisters in cross-bearing, all who
ever have followed Jesus bearing a
cross, and who, even now, perhaps,
are bending under the burden of a
cross daily oppressing your soul from
within and without, was not your ex-
perience like that of Simon of Cyrene
atfirst?  Did not your flesh and blood
revolt against it? Perhaps you still
rebel.  But tell me, since you have
taken up your cross to follow Christ,
looking up to Him, believing on Him,
because of your love to Him, in obe-
dience to Him,—do you not find that
it becomes lighter and more bearable
day alter day, step by step? When,
beneath your cross, which is, after
all, & supportable burden, you look
up to yonder Man of Sorrows, march-
ing, bleeding, from Gabbatha to Gol-
gotha; and when from the soft pil-
lows of your sick bed you look up at
the hard trunk of the cross they gave
Him for a bed in his dying hour; and
when, under the mortification you
have to endure, you remember the
humiliation heaped upon the Holiest
One, can you not then endure more
willingly, and exclaim, ““I have suf-
fered much, but Jesus sutlered more !
If, bending beneath your cross, you
look up at our great Example, and
behold how patiently He accepted
His Cross, how willingly He drank
the cup of His Father, how meekly
He, the Lamb of God, bore the sins
of the world, will you not also learn
of Him how to carry your cross with
manly courage and Christian self-
command, and run with patience the
race set before you? ‘When, beneath
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your cross, you remember His love
for you, how He bore your sins also
up Golgotha, how, though agonized
with thirst, He wrestled to obtain
your soul, so that it should not be
lacking in His reward, and that He
thought of you also when he ex-
claimed, “1Itis finished ™ O, for His
sake, then, will you not gladly carry
some burden, gladly take up His
cross because He bore yours? If,
under the burden of your cross you
reflect,—it is no disgrace to suffer
with Christ, nor to take the path that
He, the Lord of Glory, marked with
His blood, and over which every true
follower of His passes unto this day,
—there can be no Christian, no true
one, without a cross; for not till then
does faith stand the test of fire, or the
soul reach the crucible that purifies
for eternity. O will you not then
make it a point of honor to bear the
cross in & manner worthy of a disciple
of Christ, and say to your Saviour:
“Tt was through thorns that Thou
didst reach Thy goal ; T am Thy dis-
ciple; T'll follow Thee ! Ah, though
borne down by your cross, remember
the heavenly goal to which you are
to follow your Saviour by means of
the sorrow you now bear, and from
out of which the Redeemer calls to
you, *“ Where I am, there My disciple
must be; beside Me on the cross, but
also beside Me on the throne.”  And
when you think of the crown of life
promised to every true soldier, will
you not exclaim with joy, ! or an
eternal crown, take the whole of my
poor life! Come, beloved, man or
woman, old or young, and, with
Simon, let us follow, carrying the
cross, but with more willingness than
he manifested,  Let no one consider
himself too good for that; we, chil-
dren of the dust, should we be
ashamed to do anything to which the
Lord of Glory willingly devoted Him-
self? Let ne one think, “I am too
weak for that.” Strong shoulders
are not required ; nothing but a be
lieving, loving heart; and then the
tender woman, the trembling grand-
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father, even a delicate child, can fol-
low the Saviour, so bearing His cross
that it is a joy to behold. So, when-
ever the burden seems to grow too
heavy, take a look at Him in his
crown of thorns, and let His question
admonish us: “I bore the cross for
thee, what doest thou for Me?” And
when it seems as if we must sink to
the earth under our cross, let us raise
our look to Him in glory, from where
He calls, ““ Wherever I am, there also
my servant shall be.” So, then, be-
loved, our cross upon our shoulders,
the Saviour in our hearts, and heaven
in view, let us follow the path of the
Lord, nothing daunted, full of com-
fort and of joy. We can endure sor-
row keeping at His side. None but
those who overcome shall win the
crown of everlasting life. Amen.

GOD'S WORKMANSHIP.
By Rev. J. W. LEE [METHODIST],
ATLANTA, GA.

For we are His workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which were before ordained
that we should walk in them.—Eph.
i : 10,

THE whole world is created in
Christ Jesus. *“ Without him was
not anything made that was made.”
“All things were made by him.” ¢ 1In
Him all things consist, or stand to-
gether.” But man differs from the
rest of creation, in that he was cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works
—unto wisdom, justice, mercy, truth,
The bee is
created unto honey-making and cell-
building. The bee makes honey and
builds cells as naturally, as uncon-
sciously, as the apple tree expresses
itself in blossoms with each returning
spring. Man is created to walk in
certain ordained lines, and to perform
works parallel with the mind of God;
but he is endowed with the fearful
power of choosing lines along which
to move, not ordained, and of follow-
ing his own will, instead of God’s.

1. Man is born to be religious. He
comes into the world with a religious

sacrilice, love, holiness.

God’s Workmanship,
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nature, and with religious faculties,
just as he comes into the world with
an intellectual nature and with intel-
lectual faculties, A man with no in-
tellectual development is a fool; a
man with no religious development is
a greater fool, because undeveloped
in a higher department of his nature,
To be religious is not to be unnatural ;
it is rather to be natural, looking at
that word in its highest sense, To be
religious is to conform to the plan of
one's being, to the idea written with
invisible ink in the very constitution
of one's nature, Not an engine is
built but has reference to rails already
laid along which it is to run. Nota
man comes into the world but finds
principles already ordained with
which his life must conform in order
to be true, frictionless, and strong.
These principles with which men’s
lives are to conform are not man-
They are as eternal as the
character of God. They are discov-
ered to us in the Ten Commandments,
and expressed within the limitations
of time, space, and human life for
us in the character of Jesus Christ,
Man's life is insured against woe, re-
morse, and eternal death when he
brings it into conformity with the
laws fixed for its regulation. These
laws come together and center in
Christ.
Christ yields to the laws of his own

ordained.

The man who surrenders to

nature, and thus comes into position
to conform to the plan of his own be-
ing. The laws of God are not arbi-
trary statutes, foreign to man’s na-
ture; nor is Christ the end of the law
for righteousness, an arbitrary re-
deemer. He comes in line with human
sorrow, and weakness, and aspiration.
Christ is the answer to the deep, in-
tense call of humanity. He comes to
satisfy the desire of all nations. He
is the fulfillment of all prophecy.

2. The universal Christ-life is prior
to all individual Christian life. He
is the light that lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. He is
around men everywhere, enswathing
them as the atmosphere does the
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earth, He is seeking everywhere to
individuate Himself in men, to em-
body his life in men, as his Father's
life was embodied in His life. His
life is the true life, the normal life of
humanity. When all the clocks and
watches of the earth keep time with
the great chronometer in the heav-
ens, time will everywhere be correct
and uniform. So when the life of
Christ comes to be the life of human-
ity, humanity will be redeemed, and
men will love God with all their
hearts and their neighbors as them-
selves,

3. The sorrows of men, the failures
of men, and the sins of men, will in
the ages to come gradually drive men
to Christ. The barbed wires along
the railroad track advertise men of
the dangers of not keeping near the
center of the surveyed way. Christ
said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw
all men unto me.” Because He saw

that in Himself, his life, his thought,
and his method, was found the only
system that could accommodate the
human race in harmony, order, love,
and holiness,  All growth in nature
is in the direction of least resistance,
This is true in the religious world
also. The way of Christis the way
of least resistance, because it is the
true way and the living way. Itis
easier to be a Christian than to be a
sinner.  ““Come unto me all that
labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon
you and learn of me, for my yoke
is easy and my burden is light.” The
burdens of the world are heavier
than the burden of Christ; hence it is
harder to go to hell than itis to go to
heaven. The drunkard simply satis-
fies the animal part of his nature by
strong drink; but in doing this, see
how many sides of himself he out-
rages—his reason, his conscience, his
judgment. To be sober and right-
eous, he crucifies his animal nature,
but he conforms to all the elements
of his higher nature. It is harder to
be a drunkard than a sober man.
The direction of least resistance is

The Mind of Christ.

511

the way of Christ. In the years to

come, man will find this out and

walk in it. The fittest way will
surely survive,

4. The reason why men have so
much trouble and misery is because
they get out of the way prescribed in
the mind of God for them to move in,

Men get off the track, and nations

get off the track.  France got off the
track in the days of Voltaire and the
Encyclopiedists, and the smoke and
blood and death of the Revolution re-
sulted from the collision of the nation
with the ideas and plans of God. The
United States is off the track some-
what to-day. Hence the strikes, the
murders,the frauds, the nationai pains,
In looking back over the past, we see
nations ditched, bottom-side-up and
ruined, because they got from within
the limits of the divinely ordained

lines for nations to live im—Greece a
ditched Pullman palace car, Rome a

ditched Man boudoir car, Egypt a

ditched freight car. Russia is off the

track, and the friction causes the red

fires of Nihilism.

5. Christ is the home of God's peo-
ple, Christ’s heart the place for our
heart, Christ's imagination the place
for our imagination, Christ's will the
place for our will, Christ’s reason the
place for our reason. There is no
safety, no peace, no satisfaction for
heart hunger outside of Christ,

THE MIND OF CHRIST.

By Reese F. Ausor, D.D. [EpIScO-

PAL], BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus.”—Phil. ii:5.
THiS chapter presents to us a pic-

ture of the marvelous condescension

of Christ.  Although equal with God,

He thought it not robbery, or as the

Greek better expresses it, ‘“‘a thing to

be held fast,” or seized. He made

himself of no reputation, ‘‘emptied
himself,” and became servant, that
is, vielded to another's will, saying,

“Not my will, but thine, be done.”

He was found in fashion as a man.

More than that, He took the lowest
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conditions and imitations of human-
ity in childhood, poverty and obscur-
ity. He stooped to death itsell, We
all must die, but Christ laid down his
life voluntarily.  Furthermore, he
accepted death in its most appalling
form, that of the cross, with the shame
that attaches to a malefactor. This
he did for us,

In the same line of thought and
prayerful  meditation the Church
would have us, during this Passion
Week, take our stand before the cross
and learn of Christ, that the same
mind of humility, condescension and
self-sacrifice might be in us that was
in him. Palm Sunday, indeed, wears
an aspect of triumph, but its events
led on those of the garden and of the
cross.  Christ was hastening to fulfil
his mission as a Redeemer of men,
Aund this tenderly solemn spectacle is
one that sheuld melt our hearts and
awaken in us the most intense per-
sonal interest,  Thousands upon thou-
sands used to sit in the Roman Coli-
seum and gaze with absorbing atten-
tion upon the struggles there enacted,
man with man, or man with beast,
Thousands have gazed from the walls
of some beleagured city upon the fear-
ful fray outside, on the issues of which
theirown fortunes and lives depended.
Their whole soul was swallowed upin
But with a more serious,
anxious and absorbing interest ought
we to behold Christ in Gethsemane,
the Court of Justice, and on Calvary,

the scene,

as our Champion, suffering and dying
for us. He is God's gift to us. It was
for us he became poor and humbled
himself unto death, even to the death
Let us keep this cen-
tral thought before us all the week
and ask ourselves what has been our
return,  The Morvavian Zinzendorf
was converted by reflecting upon this
question, put by a painter beneath a
picture of the Crucifixion :

* Behold what I have done for thee;

What hast Trov done for Mg ¥

Recall the scene at Bethany., A
woman breaks and pours on the Re-
deemer a box of precious ointment,
Its value was great, three hundred

of the cross.

The Mind of Christ.
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pence ; for, as a penny represented a
day's wages, the contents of this vase
the amount of
wages for the working days of a

represented  about
whole year! But costly as it was, it
was not too much to express the
wealth of her loving heart.  That
love demanded something that was
costly,  We ought to give some ade-
quate expre Christ

your brain,your hands,your feef,
all your faculties, and all you: sub-
stance for Himself,
to-day. He
hands to work for me, your feet to go,

ion to our love.

Hear that voice
says: “1 want your
as did mine, on errands of love ; your
intellect to plan for me ; your talents
to further my work, and your sub-
stance to advance my cause.”

What is your answer? Do you

alize what consecration to Christ
means? Is the mind of Christ yours?
Does your life as well as your lan-
“All for Christ?” If
yours be **a living sacrifice,” it will
be this unequivocal and irrevocable
surrender of all to Him. With our
lips we say, *“ These are Thine;” but
practically we still affirm that our
time and treasure are our own, and
thus we rob God,

It is well that the church calls us
to stand a whole before the
Cross of the Crucified, the most impos-
ing spectacle the world ever saw, Itis
wellif we each, with profund humility,

guage Sll)'.
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penitence and love, meditate on Him
who came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister and to give His life a
ransom for many. We then shall go
forth to toil in the spirit and power
of the Blessed Master, walking in His
steps here, and sharing in the super-
nal and eternal glory of His presence
above !
e ——

“Eloquence is logic set on fire,
This is what is wanted to melt and
burn away the empire of Satan. We
want both the logic and the fire;
strong, intense men, who have knowl-
edge and can use it; who have souls
and can throw them into the truth
in heavy, glowing masses, sweeping
away and consuming.
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THE CHURCH'S PORTION.
By THOMAS ARMITAGE, D.D. [Bap-

TIST], IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH, SOON

AFTER MR. BEECHER'S DEATH. The present is yours, It is full of

All things are yours, whether Paul — perplexity, for you are a pastorless
or Apollos, or Cephas, ete.—1 Cor.  flock. He conquered death; but life
iii: 21, %

, 23, 15 yours, heavy with responsibilities.
Stand firm, though the hour is a crit-
ical one,

Then his spirit soared above as adove
spreads her wings and reaches the
sky.

MucH in little delights us. An
oak forest may be wrapped in a

Your pastor came 1o you a
single acorn.  No one but God would

young man, fair and ruddy, lived to
have compressed so much thought impress your character with the cour-
as is here condensed into tlus in-  age, energy and love that marked his
spired  sentence.  You may say, own.
brethren of Plymouth Church, “the
world is ours, but it is robbed of its
cheer, Death is ours, indeed, for this
pulpit is vacant and this chair un-
filled. Paul was ours and Cephas
in that massive brain and

The inspiration was mutual.
You were brave when he was weak,
and he was strong when you were
faint.  His transcendent ministry im-
poses p|'4'|||lul' I‘n'slmn.\llllllllt‘ﬂ upon
you. The eyes of the world are upon
loving  you. Your
heart, full of frankness and fervor;

but now we are a broken flock and
can never look for so much of Paul
and Peter in another man.”  But
what 1s left? Why, surely LIFE is
left, with the teachings, consolations
and inspiration which this pulpit has
yielded for nine and thirty years.
Eulogy of the honored dead will con-
tinue to be paid so long as genius and
character are appreciated.  To the
world, Mr. Beecher was a patroit and
a preacher; to you, all this and a
pastor besides, moulding your indi

vidual lives, To few is it given to
influence so many; and what a
legacy of wealth he has left to you!
No church can boast such a ministry,

friends sometimes ques-
tion whether you may not have seen
vour best years, and your foes are
sure 1t 18 so.  Fear not.  Fear, tor-
ments and doubt depress.  Shake off
your numbness and stand fast in your
exalted hiberty, unshackled, yet de-
pending on God and united in love,
I believe brighter days are before
you. Many monuments will be erect-
ed to Mr. Beecher, but the best will
be Plymouth Church, with its new
growth and holmess and missionary
zeal,  Let no church take your
crown !

There is an appositeness in the
bringing of wood from Olivet

for
this desk and chair.

There the un-
conscious tree ripened and grew amid
the sweet and melting influences of
the place, and here sat and stood one
whose conscious soul was stirred by
the gospel of Jesus Christ; one whose
peaceful heart and bugle voice seem
still to say, ““ Dry up your tears and

It was not one of mere rhetorical
power, voice, gesture and eloquence,
but one that touched the great living
issues of life, and upheld love, justice
and truth.,

With such a past what a church
this ought to be ! In the midst of the
hot battle he was crowned a con-
queror; one step from the pulpit to
the throne where he reigns, without
becoming enfeebled with sickness, or
crippled with age. His faculties were
ummpaired ; his  heart and hand
were not chilled ; he gave you s
blessing, went home and *“fell the memory of the departed. Alle-
asleep.” How soft the footfall of the  giance to Christ will be honoring the
angel of death, gentle as a shadow. dead. No onecan fill ns place. The

gird your loins; let my glorification
with Christ lift you to a higher con-
secration. T am dead, but Christ
lives, and He is yours. Go for-
ward !

It is a delightful thought that you
are a united flock. In an aggressive
unity press forward, and thus honor

iy, S R > AE————
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times were peculiar in which he
toiled. His work
ments were peculiar. With a new
work, a new man is demanded. Dis-
courage compassion and encourage
contrast. I worshipped on this spot
in a Presbyterian church before Mr.
Beecher was known. God says move
on. He may have a pastor for you
now in the seminary or in his first
pastorate, a wholly different man for
a different work. Like the stately
Saul, your late pastor towered above
his fellows. Allow his successor to
grow. Many venerable heads I
see here. You will soon end your
life. Seek a pastor for your children
and your children’s children. May
the mantle of Elijah fall on Elisha !
but I do notask an Elijah in an Elisha.
As a brother of another communion,
my prayer shall ever be, ¢ The Lord
bless thee and keep thee, the Lord
make his face to shine upon thee
and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord
lift up the light of his countenance

and his endow-

upon thee and give thee peace,
Amen.”
——————

THE ABSORBING TASEK.
By E. P. TERHUNE, D.D. [REFORMED],
BrookLYN, N, Y.
I am doing a great work, so that I
cannot come down.—Neh. vi: 3,
To educe the spiritual significance
of these words lays no special demand
on language. Nehemiah, it need only

be said, was doing God's work. He
was rebuilding Jerusalem. He met

with two obstacles ; first, that of the
inertia of his people. Indifference is
more trying than honest, active oppo-
sition. That stimulates, but apathy
deadens the heart of the toiler. He
is like one who strikes a blow against
a bed of feathers, or, sinking in the
water, tries to lift himself on the
waves,

Then Nehemiah met with sulky
and skulking croakers, who were
weak-minded and fearful, really in
league with the enemy. Such, when
soldiers, hang on the skirts of the
battle, out of harm’s way. God's

The Absorbing Task,
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people need to be sifted, as when Gid-
eon told the faint-hearted to go home
at once and not become a positive
weakness to those who remained val-
orous. It was such a class that
wished Nehemiah ‘““to come down ;"
but he speaks as one with an absorb-
ing task before him. He would not
yield.

My friends, there are times when
pre-eminently it seems necessary that
God’s work should take precedence of
everything else. The present is such
a time in Brooklyn, as it seems to me,
I speak as one who is not unacquaint-
ed with the exacting demands of
social and business life. Diligence in
secular matters is imperative. The
weary wheel must go round. On the
other hand, there is, in spiritual con-
cerns, a favoring tide which we must
take at its rise or encounter irrepara-
ble loss, Suffer me to name a few
reasons for giving priority to God's
work.

1. Weare custodians of the interests
of the Church of Christ. We might
trace the parallel between the Jeru-
salem of Nehemiah's day and ours.
His Zion needed bulwarks and other
material supports ; ours needs spint-
ual edification. He met with hin-
drances, as have already been noted,
and so do we. Our zeal is tidal. The
history of the church shows how
fluctuating and full of reactions the
religious life has been. At Pentecost
the tide of fervor was high. It ebbed.
Dark ages followed. Under Zwingle
and Luther reformation began, Then
a subsidence. So we see that the life
and efficiency of the church are in the
same ratio as that of individual piety.
God would have us vigilant, zealous,
and jealous in guarding its interests.
They will sufferif we ignore our re-
sponsibility. These interests are dear
to Him, and they ought to be dear to
us.

2. Our own best interests are in-
volved. Personal considerations urge
us to this all-engrossing work. Our
own well-being and success are insep-
arable from the honor and success of
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Christ’s Kingdom in the world, The
toilful student may not, at the time,
realize the signilicance of all the
drudgery of each task, but he has his
reward, The husbandman who sows
plentifully is rewarded with copious
ingatherings, while “ poverty-grass”
is the crop of neglected fields, It is
unwise economy to stint the sower’s
seed.  Great love got great commen-
dation trom the Master at Simon’s
house, and the lesson was taught that
he who loved little showed httle ser-
vice. Gor is faithful to honor those
who honor Him. T recall a revival in
my native town. The mothers held
a morning meeting at six o'clock, 1
was led thither by my mother, and
remember once how an eminent ad-
vocate and jurist was the only man
present. He was on his way to a trial
to try an important case, but wished
to tarry long enough to show himself
to them, a monument of grace, con-
verted in answer to a mother's plead-
ings with a covenant-keeping God.

3. This work of the Lord s a great
work and deserves priority of claim
on us, because it concerns the salva-
tion of souls. Christ and his apostles
felt, as we do not, the need of man's
redemption. They looked with differ-
ent eyes on God's atoning work. It
had a serious significance to them.
Our modern Messiahs, had they then
lived, would have had no crown of
thorns, but would have enjoyed the
patronage of the Sanhedrim, and the
views now entertained by many would
have elicited no opposition 1 those
days. Those early preachers of the
“terrors of the Lord,” as well as of
his tenderness, believed in no compro-
mise. They felt there was a woe for
them if they did not deal faithfully
with the truth and make the work of
saving souls the paramount object.
This leads us to our last suggestion.

4. We cannot entertain the thought
of coming down from this absorbing
work put into our hands because of
the unremitting pressure of worldli-
ness. Professors of religion now do
not seem to discern the signs of the
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times. They have not the burdening
solicitude of Nehemiah, but dismiss
the call of duty with, ** When I have
a more convenient season” I will at-
tend to these spiritual interests. We
in this city cannot help seemg hope-
ful signs of the Spirit's presence. We
ought to watch as anxiously as the
mariner watches for the rising tide
when caught on a reef,
lose the chance,

He cannot
By the honor we
owe to God, by the duty we owe our-
selves, by the sacred oblhgation to
perishing souls, and in view of the
persistent pressure of worldliness, let
us give the most strenuous endeavor
to this work. O, Christian, escape
for thy life! Tarry not in all the
plain! The work isgreat. Yourun-
aided strength is insufficient.  Put up
the continual prayer, *“O Lord, re-
vive thy work, in wrath remember
mercy.”

AN APOSTOLIC DESCRIPTION OF CHRIS-
TIANS.
By Wavraxp Hoyr, D.D. [Bap-
TIST], PHILADELPHIA.,

To the saints which are at Ephesus,
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus.
—Eph. i, 1.

1. WHo Christians are,
2. Where Christians live,

3. How Christians are known,

4. How Christians are enabled to
live,

1. Christians are—saints ; 1. e., sep-
arated, dedicated people.

(@) Separated in volition : they have
chosen Christ.

(b) Separated in motive : for them
to live is, not ambition, pleasure, ap-
plause, ete., but Christ.

(¢) Separated in ideal : their aim is
to be hike Christ. They are not per-
fect, but are on the way toward per-
fection,

2. Where Christians live.—In Eph-
esus. Describe the temple, idolatrous
rites, magical charms, bad luxury of
Ephesus.  Yet these saints kept their
sainthood in such a place. A real

sainthood will not succumb, even at
Ephesus,

-
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known. —

3. How Christians are
They are faithful.

(a) As such, they must believe
somewhat, must have a creed.

(b) They confess their belief.

4. How Christians are enabled to
live.-~They are in Christ Jesus.

This phrase occurs thirty-three
times in the New Testament.

So they derive their life and their
strength from another than worldly
sources.

Application :

(a) Such life must, in the nature of
things, have a destiny different from
the life careless and worldly.

(b) You are hastening to some end.
To what?

T
THE STRONG MAN'S PALACE.
FIVE-MINUTE SERMON TO CHILDREN,
BY REV. S. WINCHESTER ADRIANCE,
LowELL, Mass.
(Matt xu: 20; Luke xi: 21, 22.)

Last Sabbath I simply told you
Chnist's story of The Strong Man's
House. To-day I am going to tell
you what I think the dear Saviour

You will remember that
had  brought Him a poor
man, who was blind and dumb, and
Lo an evil spirit within him. When

sus cured him, he could see and
alk, and was in his right mind. 1
am going to answer five questions.

1. What was the palace ? 1t was
the man's heart; or rather it was the
man himself. Paul says, **Ye are a
temple of God.” And when man was
first created by God, he was like a
rich, lovely palace, richer than King
Solomon's palace, that we read
about.

2. Who s the bad strong man ?
He is Satan, who begins at the very
first to try to get into our lives. He
will surely ruin this beautiful palace,
There is that pure, sweet, lovely
baby. You kiss his chubby hands
with the big dimple instead of a
finger-joint; you look into his beau-
tiful blue eyes ; you pinch very softly
his chubby cheeks. Isn't he like a
beautiful palace of gold? And his

meat
they

Man's Palace.
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mother prays softly, *“Dear Lord,
keep him pure.,” Can he ever do
But all the worst men were
All the sel-
fish women were, when they came
from God’s hands, beautiful, chubby,
cooing babies. By and by, they be-
come boys and girls. Hark, what do
I hear under my window, as they

wrong ?
once pure, sweet babies,

come from school? Angry words,
bad words, hateful words. Ah,

something wrong has gotten inside
The Strong Man of Sin
And, if

the palace,

is there, he stays there,

every year it will be worse and
worse,  Oh, do not let him stay
any longer.

3. What are his goods? The

pictures on the walls are bad thoughts,
There is the picture of two boys hit-
ting one another with clenched fists ;
that is hatred. There is a cross girl
with pouting lip, and she is “making
up a face.” There is one boy whis-
pering a bad word to another.  There
is a boy, all by himsell, reading a
bad book. That bad wish is like a
shoe with a ndil in it, tearing the
I am sure you don’t want

carpet.
Some

this to keep growing worse.
one is knocking ; let Him in.
4. Who is the porter at the door ?
It is your own sell. You opened the
door to the Strong Man of Sin. You
let him stay. You got to be lns
slave, standing at the door and let-
ting in his friends. You keep the
other Strong Man out. He comes;
“knock, knock,” goes the loving
hand. A sweet voice whispers, ‘‘Let
Me in, and I will fight this Bad Giant,
and take his weapons away, and tie his
arms, and make this palace sweet,
and live there, and invite my friends
in.” But the Bad Strong Man shouts
in a cross voice, **Keep that door
locked,” and he makes you tremble.
Don't mind him. Oh, won't you
draw the bolt, turn the lock, and in-
vite the Good Strong Man in?

5. Who is the Good Strong Man ?
(Let them guess.) (A little boy five
years old answered ‘“Jesus.”) Yes,
it 1s Jesus, whom God has sent from
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heaven to clean these palaces, wher-
ever the porters will say to Him,
“Come in.” His Holy Spirit is here,
Don’t you hear the knock. If you
will let Him in to-day, He will stay
all life long, and keep your hearts
like a palace.  Oh, if all of you, both
children and men and women, would
draw the bolt to-day, and let Him in.

Here is a hymn which T wrote for
you to sing to the tune—** Just as I
am, without one plea.”

At my heart's door I hear Thee knock,
Dear Jesus. Now I turn the lock.

The evil in me grows so strong,

That, without Thee, I'll sure go wrong.

Dear Saviour, I am weak and poor,
But now I open wlde the door,

Oh, enter in, and cleanse my heart,
And make the Evil One depart,

New pictures put upon the wall,

Wash off the stains from floor and hall,
Bad thoughts and words and actions kill,
And with ’l‘hy.wlr my palace fill,

————
THEMES AND TEXTS OF RECENT LEAD-
ING SERMONS.

1. Failure of Indirection. **And as thy serv-
ant was busy here and there, he was
gone."—1 Kings xx : 40. Charles Cuth-
bert Hall, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y,

2. Earthquake but not Heartquake, * There-
fore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea;
though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake
with the e-vwlhn',: thereof.”—Psalm xlvi:
1-3. Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, London,

, The fullness of Divine Forgiveness, “As
far us the east is from the west, so far
hath he removed our transgressions
from us." alm eii: 12, T. W, Cham-
bers, D.D., New York.

. Why I Believe the Bible. * Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path."— Psalin exix: 106. A, J. F. Beh-

rends, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Attitude and Workmanship. ** Thou shalt
keep him in perfect peace w hose mind
is stayed on thee"—Isaiah xxxi: 3.
Canon Wilberforce, London,

i, The Holy Ghost the Need of the Age. “ 0O
thou that art named the house of Jacob,
is the spirit of the Lord straightened ¥
are these his doings ¥ do not my words
do good tohim that walketh uprightly ¥
—Micah 1i: 7. Rev. C. H. Spurgeon,
London.
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. God Wills to Bless even the Unwilling,
“How often would T . . . and
would not,"—Matt, xxiii: 37, A.T. Pier-
son, D.D., Philaelphia.

>

. Lessons from the Sepulchre.—Easter Ser-
vices, * Come see the place where the
Lord lay."—Matt, xxviii: 6. Canon Lid-
don, D.D., London.

9. The Harvest and the Reapers, * Lift up
your eyes . . rejoice together.'

John iv: 35, 36. l‘rmclpul Rainey
stead, England.

Ilump-

10. The Immortality of Truth Contrasted
w

12

x
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8.

H.

the Mortality of the Teacher.

vertheless, I to {I you the truth ; it
is expedient for you that I go away.”-
John xvi: 4, Lyman Abbott, D.D., in
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn.

Chrlst's Amazing Humility. * Who made
himself of no reputation, .uul took upon
him the form of a servant,” ete.—Phil,
ii: 7. J. L. Withrow, D.D., (‘hh'u;:n

The Same s may Prove a Blessing or
a Curse, *“For the earth which drink-
eth in the rain . . ., and bringeth
forth herbs . . . receiveth blessing
from God. But that which beareth
thorus and briers rejected, and is
nigh unto cursin, Heb, v1; 7, 8. 5
T. Pierson, D.D., Philadelphia.

Life the Burden of the Christiun Revela-
tion. ** Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ , who
hath begotten us unto a lively hope by
the resurrecticn of Jesus Christ lrnxn
the dead,” n-t: ~1 Peter i: 3-5.

Behrends D D., Brooklyn, N. Y,

. The Need of more Family Altars, * Like-
wise, ye husbands, dwell with them ac-
ruuhn-' to knowle dge . . . giving
honor unto the wife . . that your
rayers be not hindered 1 Peter ini: 7
Rev. G, Hutchinson Smyth, New York.

The Immortality of Character. ** He ﬂnl
is unjust, let him be unjust still
and he that is holy, let him be hnlvﬂlll sy
ete.—Rev. xx: 11, Rev. J. G. Fraser,
Madison, O.

st . —
SUGGESTIVE THEMES.

. The Preservative Power of Personal Right-

eousness, (**And the Lord said, If 1
find, in Sodom, fifty righteous, within
the city, then will I'spare all the place,
for their sakes,"—Gen, xviii :26.)

Zeal for God Rewarded, (**Behold, I give
unto him covenant of peace: and he
shall have it, and his seed after him,
even the covenant of an everlasting
riesthoad, because he was zealous for
s God."—-Num. xxv :12, 13.)

The Pew Bribing the Pulpit. (**Micah
sald unto him, Dwell with me, and be
unto me a father and a priest, and I will
give thee ten shekels of silver by the

ar and a suit of apparel and thy viet-

Is. l.\'n the Levite went in,"— Judg

:10.)

. The Terribleness of Debt, (**As one was

felling a beam the axe-head fel
water; and he cried out, Alas,
for it was borrowed."—2 Kings vi * 5.)

. A Recipe for Sweet Sleep. (**My son, let

not them depart from thine eyes, .
then shalt thou walk in thy way mfvl\'
and thy foot shall not stumble, When
thou liest down, thou shalt not be
afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and
thy sleep shall be sweet,"--Prov, iii:
21-24.)

. An Apparently Right Course May Prove

to be Fatal, (*There is a way, which
seemeth right unto a man; but the end
thereof are the ways of death."—Prov.
xiv 12,

A Tompor.\l Prosperity Not the Final Test.

. **Since we left off to burn incense
lu tlu- queen of heaven, and to pour out
our drink offerings unto her, we have
wanted all thi ,and have been con-
sumed by the sword and by famine,”--
Jer, xliv 117, 18,)

God 1n Natural Law. (*The Lord hath
his way in the whirlwind and n the
storm,"—=Nahum i : 4,5.)
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9. The Womanly Instinct Better than Man's
Logic. ("{{:l\'l‘ thou nothing to do with
that just man.” Pilate's wife's message
as he sat on the judgment seat.—Matt,
XXViI 9.)

10. The Vehement Invitations of a Generous
Love. (*Gooutinto the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled."—Luke
xiv:23.)

11. Persecution a NaturalSequence. (* Now
we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the
children of promise. But as then he
that was born after the flesh persecuted
him that was born after the Spirit, even
s0 it is now."—Gal, iv : 28, 29.)

| —
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2. The Irrevocable Past. (*For ye know
that, afterward, when he would have
inherited the blessing, he was rejected;
for he found no place of repentance,’
ete.—Heb, x1i : 17.)

13. Human Effort Must Supplement the
Divine. (** Wherefore I put thee in re-
membrance that thou stir up the gift of
God, which is in thee,"—=2 Tim. i .6.)

14. To Age in Christ is to Grow in Tenderness
of Spint. (*Little children, it is the
last time."—1John1i :18. Contrast this
with the words of the same apostle in
Luke ix :54: ** Wilt thou that we com-
mand fire to come down from heaven
and consume them,")

SERVICE.

By J. M. SuErwoob, D.D,

JUNE
PRAYER.

1.—JAcOoB'S EXAMPLE IN
Gen, xxxii: 24-32.

There are more and deeper lessons in
this sacred story than we can profita-
bly dwell upon in a single evening.
We select only a few of the most ob-
vious and significant of them.

1. It brings to view the human side
of prayer. To commune with God
Jace to face here in the flesh is a sol-
emn and fearful act. When we think
of it we may well tremble and draw
back and ask, who is sufficient? But
the God with whom Jacob wrestled
was incarnated in humanity—it was
*“aman.” And the fact is infinitely
instructive and encouraging. Instruc-
tive, for we have access to God only
in and by means of the One Mediator;
encouraging, for the spirit and act of
Christian prayer is practically laying
hold of Jehovah and His promises in
the person of the Divine Man and on
the ground of His sacrifice and inter-
cession for sinners. There is no true
or prevalent prayer where Christ is
not laid hold of as ‘‘the way, the
truth,” ete.

2. Genuine prayer is actual per-
sonal contact of the soul with God in
Christ. So with Jacob. It was a
personal contact, a personal test of
skill and strength. The two men ac-
tually wrestled *‘ until the breaking of
the day.” So in every exercise of
Christian prayer. The soul not only
draws nigh to the ‘“ mercy seat,” but
in purpose and in spint it actually
takes hold of Christ in his atoning
blood and promise and justifying

righteousness, and clings and weeps
and prays till the blessing comes. O,
how little of tuis kind of praying is
there in the church! And yet it is
the only kind of praying that ever
overcomes.

3. Note the means by which Jacob
prevailed. So long as he acted the
part of the athlete, and wrestled; the
warrior, and strove to floor his antag-
onist, he gained no advantage, He
was contending with “‘carnal weap-
ons,” and they were no match for the
arm of God. But when he ceased re-
liance on his own strength, and re-
sorted to the weapon of prayer, he
won the victory. **He had powerover
the angel and prevailed: he wept and
made supplication unto him.” (Hos
xi1:4.) Sois it ever with the Chns-
tian. Until he is actually shut up to
prayer he will not prevail. So long
as he puts any reliance on an arm of
flesh, on human wisdom on creative
device or merits, he will wrestle in
vain with his personal foes, and with
the foes of God and man,

4. Note the reward of importunate
prayer. “Let me go forth, for the
day breaketh. I will not let thee go
exeept thow bless me! And he sand
unto him, What 1s thy name? And
he samd, Jacob. And he said, Thy
name shall be no more Jacob, but
Israel: for thou hast striven with God
and with man, and hast prevailed.”
Had Jacob not held on till the morn-
ing dawned, he had lost the blessing.
And just here is revealed the secret
of so many failures in prayer. We
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pray awhile, it may be almost through
the dismal hours of the night, but
not till the day dawn, and so lose all,

5. Every Christian has power to
prevailwith God in prayer—as much
power as Jacob had, if he will use it
aright.  “The effectual, fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.”

6. How suggestive Jacob's memorial
name, ‘‘Peniel,” for, said he, “I have
seen God face to face, and my life is
preserved.” The Christian may well
inscribe Peniel over the door of his
closet, where he daily seeks and
maintains personal communion with
God mn Christ.

JUNE 8.—IS IT NOT TIME TO AWAKE
OUT OF SLEEP?—1 Thess. v: 6; Rom.
xiii : 11-14.

The call here is to wakefulness,
watchfulness, activity, service for
Christ, fruit meet for repentance, a
life consonant with the ‘“day,” and
with the hopes and demands of the
glorious Gospel. Let others sleep, if
they will, but for me, ““it is high time
to awake out of sleep,” for the *““night
is far spent, the day is at hand ;" *“let
us therefore cast off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of
light.” ,

The call is an urgent one, and it is
enforced by many and weighty mo-
tives and considerations.

1. Multitudes do sleep and will not
awake, however loud and urgent the
call, and this is a powerful motive
why we should hear and obey. Itis
an awful thought that millions of
Gospel sinners are going down to
dee h and hell; that God calls, and
the Spirit strives, and Christ wooes,
and life and probation hasten to an
end, and yet they sleep on, and sin
on. Itisan affecting fact the' so few
nominal Christians are awake and
astir, clad in the ‘““armor of light,”
witnessing for Chnst, working out
their salvation with fear and trem-
bling. The sight of perishing crowds,
of a slumbering Church, and of a dis-
honored cause, ought to be sufficient

to kindle our pity, rouse our con-
science, and morally constrain us to
cast off the works of darkness and
radiate our sphere with the sunlight
of God's presence and grace,

2. The work God has given each
one of us to do is ever pressing. God
marks out a specilic work for every
disciple to do when He calls him into
His kingdom. That work will not be
done by another, and it is apportioned
to his opportunity. He cannot be
idle and it not suffer; he cannot sleep
and it be done ; and he will be called
to an account for that work, done or
not done, ‘ He that knoweth to do
good,” ete. Sleep, and waste precious
days and years, when we have such a
work on our hands as the care of our
own soul, the honor of Christ to
maintain, and some poor sinner or
sinners whose soul or souls God will
require at our hands ?

3. ““The night is far spent, the day
18 at hand.” (a) The night of time,
with many of us; (b) or the night of
physical and mental strength; (c) or
the night of opportunity. Our years,
our resources, our advantages and op-
portunities are gliding by, or slipping
out of our hands, and what we do for
God, for the Church, for a dying
world, for our own eternal state, must
be done quickly. Hear you that sol-
emn, startling cry ? It is the cry of
the watchman, ‘“The night is far
spent.” Hark! the trumpet sounds
with clarion tones, “The day is at
hand! Up and out into the field. It
is high time to awake out of sleep. It
is daytime, the precious seed time,
the golden hours of harvest; make
the most of them, soon they will be
gone—gone forever !”

4, “Now 1is our salvation nearer
than when we believed.” (a) Nearer
as to time : (b) nearer as to its con-
summated fruit; (¢) nearer as to its
reward.

What a world of motive in the
thought to stir the blood in us, to
shake off drowsinese and indifference,
to press the battle harder, to thrust
in the sickle with renewed hope and

-
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strength, to press on in the race till
the goal is reached !

JUNE 15.—THINGS THAT CANNOT BE
(GAINSAID IN A CHRISTIAN'S EXPERI
ENCE.—John ix : 25.

Christianity is pre-eminently a re-
ligion of fact, not of theory; of per-
sonal faith and experience, not of
authority, dogma, tradition. It ap-
peals constantly to reason, to the
inner consciousness, to the observation
and experience of man, in every con-
dition and relation of life. Every dis-
ciple is made a ** witness " for Christ.
He is expected and required to bear
testimony before the world to the basal
truths of religion, and to the reality
and power of the faith he professes.
Christ wrought a notable miracle on
a blind man. His enemies, by species
questions and cavilings, sought to
silence the man’s testimony or break
its force. But they signally failed.
By a few simple words he swept aside
all their casuistry and brought out
the truth with trivmphant effect.
*“ Whether he be a sinner or no, 1
know not; one thing I know, that
whereas I was blind now I see.”
Here were the simple facts of the
case : he knew them to be facts, and
they were sufficient, and no one could
gainsay them. That was the end of
the matter. ““If this man were not
of God,” he “could not open the eyes
of one born blind.” That was com-
mon-sense  reasoning. It was the
testimony of personal experience.
His faith and testimony rested on
facts—palpable, undoubted, convine-
ing. And this is the true way to es-
tablish our own faith, and to shut the
mouth of gainsayers,

WHAT IS THERE IN A CHRISTIAN'S
EXPERIENCE THAYT CANNOT BE GAIN-
SAID.

1. The fact of sin, moral ruin,
alienation from God, the complete
apostacy of man. The Bible charges
this upon every man. It is a basal
fact of the Scriptures. But many

deny it, and in a thousand ways cavil
at it and strive to weaken or destroy
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the testimony. But every Christian
knows it to be true—knows it just as
the blind man knew that once he was
blind and now he saw—by personal
experience. He hasbeen taught it in
a way that admits of no doubt. His
tears, groans, conflicts, struggles, and
repeated falls attest the awful truth.
Every hour and experience of the
new life confirms all that the Bible
and the preacher testify on this point.

2. The fact of God's forgiving
mercy. He hastested it. The prodigal
has returned, and the father has wel-
comed him fallen on his
neck and kissed him and rejoiced over
Can any man or devil
reason him out of this blessed ex-

back and
him as a son.

perience?

3. The fact of the all-sufficiency of
the Gospel provision. e has made
trial of it and found it available and
ample. His sins are forgiven. His
load of guilt is gone. His soul is
cleansed. His heart is at peace. He
has a hope that maketh not ashamed.
He knows this;
tion, hearsay, may-be-so; but a glad
reality.

4. The fact that God's great and
precious promises are all sure things.
Hasn't He pleaded them, ventured on
them, proven them, times without

it is not specula-

number and in seasons of great tial,
and found his God faithful ?

5. The fact that God hears and
answers prayer. Unbelievers may
scoff or ridicule this doctrine, but he
has put the matter to practical test.
God has heard and answered him;
his heart witnesses to it; he would as
soon doubt that he has a Father in
heaven as to think that He turned
away from prayer.

Let this suffice. Here are the essen-
tial facts of Christianity. And every
one of them enters into every Chris-
tian's experience. He knows, or may
know, of their truth and certainty.
And no one can rob him of the knowl-
edge or silence his testimony, if he
will but speak. Would God there
were more of this kind of witness-
bearing on the part of Christians!
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The w “¢ld could not then gainsay or
resist it.

JUNE 22.—SOURCES OF WEAKNESS,
—Josh. vii:10-12,

Israel was suddenly smitten with
defeat, and fled before her enemies.
God was wroth, and took this method
to punish his people till they discov-
ered the sin which Achan had secretly
committed, and had purged the camp
of it.  There was no lack of soldiers,
no lack of prowess, and the invinci-
ble Joshua led the host.  But it could
not stand before the enemy.  And the
reason was a moral, not a military
one., An “‘accursed thing™ was in
the camp. The sin had been com-
mitted by a single soldier, but God
held all Israel responsible for it, and
would “*not be with them any more™
until they had searched out and de-
stroyed the accursed thing and sanc-
tified themselves anew—so hot was
His displeasure because of the tres-

That one source of weakness—
the awful ““trespass™
—cost the army of Israel defeat and
the loss of many lives, and brought
down God's wrath upon the nution.

The principlewhich governed God's
course in this matter, however evil
men may cavil at it, runs through
His entire administration. He gov-
erns nations, communities, churches,
families, and aggregate humanity, on
the same principle. The sin of one
man may affect the whole race, as
in Adam’s case The sin of the few
may be visited upon the many, unless
the innocent ferret out the guilty
and punish him, and thereby purge
themselves of the offense.

Take a few applications of the prin-
ciple in the way of illustration,

1. Here is a church, with all the
outward elements of strength, pros-
perity and efficiency. The mass of
members are orderly and in good
standing. The preaching is faithful,
and all the ordinances are properly
observed. Butit has a “name to live
while it is dead.” God frowns upon
it. And why? There are notoriously
unworthy members in it—perhaps

pass.

of a single man
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rich and influential—and they are tol-
erated year after year. And there is
not spiritual life and conscience
enough in the body to cast them out !
And so the whole church is cursed
for their sake!
churches ;

I have known such
and who has not?

2. Here is a city numbering 800,000
strong, with hundreas of churches
and able pastors, and scores of thou-
sands of respectable members, and
education and schools and wealth,
and all the elements that should in-
sure social virtue and general thrift,
and God's abundant and

abiding

blessing. But there 1s a moral blot
upon it.  There is an ““accursed
thing™ winked at. A handful of cor-

rupt officials are suffered to rule it
and curse it.  Gambling, drinking,
crime, are suffered to run riot, There
is power in the mass, in the Christian
element, to put it down, stamp it out,
rout and put the brand of Cain on the
shameless rascals. But it is not in-
And so the whole city has to
suffer the shame and ignomy and loss.
The pulpit, the church, virtue, law,
are all shorn of their strength. For
God will not wink at such things, if
His people do; and so ““Ichabod " is
written on that city. Brooklyn, New
York, Chicago, Cincinnati, and others
of our cities, are examples to-day.

voked.

3. Here is a community in which a
horrible crime has been committed—
a man shot down in cold blood for his
fidelity to truth or virtue or the pub-
lic welfare. The blood of that man
God will require of that entire com-
munity, unless they exhaust every
resource of law and society to bring
the guilty to punishment !

4. We may narrow the circle to the
individual, and the principle will
still apply. One sin in the heart will
neutralize a thousand virtues in the
life.  Onme secret offense will make a
man & coward in the face of the
world.  One moral weakness will
spoil a whole character. A ““dead
fly in the ointment™ will make offen-
sive a whole bottle of the most deli-
cate and costly perfume.
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We have exhausted our space, but
not our topic. It has numerous other
interesting and instructive applica-
tions, which will suggest themselves.

JuNE 20. —THE WELL OF THE
WATER OF LirE WITHIN.—John iv :
14,

Water is one of the most frequent
and expressive Scripture symbols of
the Divine blessing. The *rain,”
the ““dew,” the ‘showers,” the
“brook,” the “well,” the *river,”
the ‘‘sea,” all figure largely in the
cast and drapery of inspiration,
And the reason is obvious. Water
is an essential of life. Among the
commonest blessings, it is one of the
choicest.  Nay, it is indispensable,
Not a human being, nor a beast of
the field, nor a bird of the air, nor a
fish of the sea, can live without it.
While a luxury, it is an absolute ne-
cessity to the whole animal creation,
and {o the earth. Notsimply to allay
animal thirst, to give life, fertility,
and beauty to the earth, but as a
purifier and healer as well.  Both
life and health are dependent upon
water. And to a Jew, to an Oriental,
water had a significance and fullness
of meaning greater even than to us,
because of its comparative scarcity.
Hence the infinite compass and pre-
ciousness of the Saviour's words at
Jacob’s well : “ Whosoever drinketh
of the water that I shall give him
snall never thirst; but the water that
I shall give him shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting
life.’

“ The water that I shall give him.”
The water the woman of Samaria
came to draw was noted and prized all
over Palestine. Jacob's well had long
been famous. But the water of the
Gospel well was incomparably purer,
sweeter, and life-imparting. There
was soul-cleansing, soul-healing, ever-
lasting life in it. And He, the stran-
ger, sitting there to rest and talking
with the woman, was ready and able
to give to her this WATER OF LIFE.
He was the Fountain, the Source of
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it. — And the like offer he makes to
every soul. ‘“Ho, every one that
thirsteth, come to Me; drink of the
water that I shall give thee, and thou
shalt never thirst again.”

“A well of water.,” (1) Deep,
cool, and an inexhaustible supply.
(2) A continuous, permanent pro-
vision, always available and free, and
adequate to any and every emergency.
Sois Christ to every soul, high or low,
rich or poor, bond or free, young or
old, learned or ignorant, that cometh
to Him in the way of the Gospel. He
shall never suffer thirst. His soul shall
be perpetually green and fertile. He
shall be like a tree planted by the
river. He shall know no drought,
no barrenness, no spiritual famine,

“In Him.” ‘Shall be in him a
well of water,” etc. No need of going
to Jacob’s well for water. The sup-
ply is ever at hand—within—in his
own heart and mind and soul, perpet-
ually welling up with the waters of
salvation. The grace of God sinks
the well of faith and hope and love
and spiritual refreshing deep in the
soil of the renewed and sanctified
nature, and thence the waters of life,
like the fountains of heaven, flow and
sparkle and abound evermore.

“Springing up into everlasting
life.” The soul that has this well of
salvation within — the indwelling
Christ—shall possess perennial life,
fertility, blessedness; shall know no
thirst,'no drought, no decay—shall be
like a tree planted by the River of
God in Paradise, ever blooming, ever
fruitful !

This poor, erring woman drank of
that water, and straightway went
and told her friends and neighbors of
the priceless boon conferred upon her,
and they came also and drank of it
and lived forever.

Shall we not follow her example?
The same Divine Jesus is speaking to
us to-day the same blessed words.
Let us drink and live, and carry the
message to the thirsty and dying mul-
titude around us.
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ConpucTED BY ProF. J. M. HoppiN, D.D.

What are the relations of preaching to the
Church ?

IN the last paper 1 was speaking
upon the influence of the truth of the
unity of the Church, as related to the
power of the preacher; that his mes-
sage gained by this truth proportion-
ally in impetus and authority, as the
voice of a whole nation uttered
through its representative is weight-
ier than that of an individual
man. In unity is strength. In the
apostolic  Church there was this
unity, though in diversity; but the
diversity was as nothing to the unity,
since the diversity was human and
the unity divine, Even in the
apostles’ time differences existed be-
tween the Jewish and Hellenic
churches ; but these did not break the
union, they did not divide the body of
Christ. True brotherhood, commu-
nion, equality, sympathy, the recip-
rocal reference of difficulties, the ac-
knowledgment of mutual responsi-
bility and help, the recognition of
Christ’s true ministers and preachers,
continued unbroken. It was a real
and organic union, whereas with us
it is an ideal and theoretic union.
But here was a type of the Christian
Church absolutely realized. From
this divine type, received fresh from
the hands of Christ—from this per-
fect and glorious body of Christ, which
shone before the eyes of the first dis-
ciples in simple but resplendent
beauty—the Church soon departed. It
could not sustain the unity in its
purity, and therefore its message,
its preaching, became weak. It fell

-away from the Head, and thus also
the body was broken into many
irreconcilable parts and schisms. To
this apostolic unity, if we wish the
Church to speak as with one voice,
and with power, we must return,
keeping it ever in view as a stimulat-
ing aim.

In the first place no national or
denominational church is spoken of

in the New Testament. There is no
“Church of Asia,” or *“ Church of Eu-
rope ;" no “Greek Church,” or * Latin
Church.”  There are churches of
Asia and of Macedonia, but there is
noteven the church of a city. Spoken
of exclusively as such, it is the
“Church at Jerusalem,” the ¢ Church
at Ephesus,” the community of be-
lievers who are collected in o certain
city, by which locai or geographical
name it is most conveniently desig-
nated. The writers of the New Testa-
ment give no authority to the view
that the Church of Christ is narrowed
down or applied to a nation, a prov-
ince, a city, a denomination. *‘For
while one saith, ‘I am of Paul;’ and
another, ‘T amof Apollos ;' are ye not
carnal? Who, then, is Paul, and who
is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye
believe, even as the Lord gave to
every man? For other foundation
can no man lay than is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.” Can we doubt that
the same apostolic rebuke applies in
its spirit to that denominationalism
—in so far as it is divisive and built
upon human foundation—which is
expressed in the name of Lutheran,
Calvinistic, Wesleyan, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian, Baptist, Congregation-
alist, whether the name sprang from
a minister, an office, a rite, orapolity ?
Who can dotot that the war-names
of Roman Catliolic and Protestant lie
under the same apostolic censure, and
that when the Church returns to the
pure types set by Christ and His
apostles, they will vanish away?
The word “Church,”
greatly in ervor, applies :

unless I am

1. To all true believers who have
ever existed, who compose the whole
body of Christ—*‘the general assem-
bly and church of the first-born,
which are written in heaven.”

2. To all Chris‘-confessing disciples
of whatever name or race on earth—
there is no * color-line” here—the
whole visible Church of Christ asin

==
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the passages: *“The Lord added to
the church daily such as should be
saved ; 77 *“ Give none offense, neither
to the Jews nor to the Gentiles, nor
to the Church of God.”

3. To every distinct community,
assembly, or even household, of
Christian believers gathered together
for the purpose of religious worship
and service in any given place, as
“The church which was in Jerusa-
lem,” ““The church which is in lus
house.”

These three instance
of the word in the New Testament.
The more comprehensive use evi-
dently originates and modifies the
more restricted uses. First the one,
then the many. The term represents
the real body of Christ, either as a
universal whole, or as an integral
part and member of this whole. The
arm is not the body, but we call it our
body. The member of the body of
Christ which was represented by the
church at Antioch, was still one with
the body of which Christ was the
Head. It represented a variety in
unity. It expressed a living union,
not life isolated and independent, but
life springing from and nourished by
the one common service—** for by one
Spirit we are all baptized into one
body."

Roman Catholicism has failed to
realize the unity of the church, In
the lines of hierarchical church gov-
ernment, by laboring to bring about
an external uniformity in organiza-
tion and rule founded upon a jure
divino assumption, the problem can-
not be solved. The dominion that
Innocent IIL. laid upon the whole
world and all its powers has been
growing less and less, and that arro-
gated ecclesiastical unity, or univer-
sality, which is vitiated by the fact
that an earthly head is put in place of
the spiritual head, has been passing
slowly off the surface of the world like
acloud nation after nation emerging
into the light of a clearer faith. I
do not say this in hostility to the Ro-
man Church, or in denial of its claims

s cover the use
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to being historically and essentially o
Christian church, though bound to
great errors; but T say it has failed
to represent the apostolic idea of one
universal church,
falsified but majestic shadow of this
idea which Catholicism has held up,
and which has given force to its
preaching and utterances; and, per-
haps, it will be her mission, when
purified of the Papacy and other
“adulterating ingredients,”
ridge calls them, to teach us this
lesson.  But not to dwell longer upon
the unity of the church, T would
only add that one practical obstacle
in the way to this true unity would
be removed, when the equal rights of
all Christian churches should be mu-
tually acknowledged. A true church
of Christ, whatever its name, ought
to be regarded as entitled to all rights
and privileges that belong to a true
member of the body of Christ. Its
ministers, regularly ordained and ac-
credited, should
other churches as ministers of the
Church of Christ, especially since or-
dination does not derive its prime
validity from the act of man, but the
appointment of Christ.
under due and
should be entitled to the privileges of
full communion and fellowship in
other churches.  There might be, at
first, practical difficulties in the way
of carrying out this mode of inter-
ecclesiastical action and communion,
of worshipand work ; but the difficul-
ties would grow less and less as the
churches became more pure,
spiritual, more filled with the devo-
tion and love of the Gospel. Then
preaching would be apostolic in its
range and power. It would ilash
forth as from the cloudy oracle of
God's own dwelling. Then we might
expect great preachers, with a world-
message, and with Christlike souls
that could take in the world, Then
they would not preach merely as in-
dividual men, but as God's messen-
gers. Then the old saying would be-
come true, that a preacher is not to

I honor even the
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be heeded till his feet stood above the
ecarth, He would not at least stand
in the cramped pulpit of a sectarian
sheepfold, but would breathe a freer
and larger inspiration.

To return to the necessity of a visi-
ble church in the world, Because
Christ founded it, as we have seen,
that is enough; but we ourselves may
see its necessity and beauty from the
fact that the church is the expression
of faith in the world.  We may con-

ceive of a great thought lying in a
man's mind and useful there, in so
faras it serves to expel abase thought ;
but is the thought «
plishing the good it is fitted to accom-
plish until it express itself in some
word or act, some form of beauty or
power? Had Michael Angelo’s con-
ception of the dome of St. Peter's, as
the Pantheon hung in air, never have
been wrought in stone, would it have
moved men? Would the creative
power of God have been a source of
blessedness unless He had put it forth
increation?  Would the invisible God

able of accom-

have been made known unless He
had manifested Himself in the Son,
who is the power of God unto our sal-
vation”  There must be an objective
form for the faith which men have
grasped in their spiritual conscious-
ness,  The Spirit must organize itself
into a body fitted for it; and this is
one work of the preacher, to be con-
stantly setting forth the faith for
men’s baptism into and embodiment
of its life into their life.

Again, the church is the means of
concentrating and diffusing the gifts
of the Spirit ; foralthough the Divine
Spirit is immanent in universal hu-
manity, and God is never absent from
any of His creatures, yet His gracious
influences—we are led to believe—
may not be poured out so freely on
an unreceptive and unconfessing
world. His pure gift would thereby
be dishonored, even quenched. There
must be a fit medium, depository, re-
ceptacle of these spiritual imparta-
tions, a perennial spring in the hills,
supplied from above, from which

they can flow over the world and make
it God's garden. This is the church,
or that humanity which is purified
by faith, obedient to the will of God,
united to Him in love like that of His
Son, and thus prepared for the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. In the
church there is this opening into the
heavenly and divine. There is a free
and filial intercourse with the Father
and the peaceful inflow of His love
and life.  The Holy Spirit perpetually
broods over the earthly and imperfect
but regenerated church, bringing its
chaotic elements into heavenly order
and harmony, and working out a new
creation—*“truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His Son.”
The preachers of this true church
preach “not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power ; "—that the
church’s faith ““should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power
of God.”

Once more, the Church forms the
witness for the truth in the world.
The Church represents the Word in
its living purity, grace and power.
Who would have preserved even the
revealed word in its integrity, had
there been nochurch to hand 1t down
from age to age? The written record
would have disappeared like the lost
bocks of Livy; or, as containing a
reproving and condemnatory word to
the evil there is in the world, would
have been buried out of sight and
thought of men deeper than did ever
plummet sound ; and, more than this,
How would the faith, which comes
through the inward reception of
Christ, have been perpetuated in
men's souls without a living Church
in whom He makes His light to shine
upon the darkness of nature. God
sometimes leaves, as it were, a local
or a national Church, which has
abandoned itself and become formal-
ized, materialized, or rationalized (I
do not mean in the sense of denying
reason its place in faith), and then we
see how suddenly faith leaves a people,
The golden candlesticks of the Seven
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Churches of Asia were removed, and
where has gone the apostolic faith
which burned on them? Where the
Church is in its purity, there the truth
is in its purity and divine power, for
God has chosen to make His Church
“the pillar and ground of the truth.”
There is unwonted strife as to doc-
trines of Christian faith pervading
the literature, the society, the theo-
logical schools and the pulpits of the
day ; but there is one significant fact
which may serve
and give them peace, and that is that
there 18 a divine care of the truth;
that the truth is kept pure by a higher
superintendence ;  that proceeding
from one eternal Spirit it has an
eternal unity, which is to be found in
itsintegrity somewhere in the Church,
which is the body of Christ. Divine
truth does not depend for its life on

to assure minds
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men, or ministers, or theological
schools, or councils, or human forms
of thinking, or philosophy, though
these have their uses; but it is sown
by the Spirit of God in the believing,
loving, suffering and obedient minds
who compose the true Church; and
this has ever been so. This Christian
consciousness guided and moulded by
the divine Spirit through all changes
and modifications, — this  essential
righteousness, faith and love of the
Gospel, — perhaps conserved in the
humblest, certainly the humblest and
truest, whether simple or noble, un-
lettered or cultured—is identical with
the apostolic faith once delivered to
the saints. And this truth, this Gos-
pel of the kingdom, shall be preached
in the whole world for a testimony.

I reserve the of this
topic until next month.

conclusion

— e —
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THE PRAYER-MEETING IN REVIVALS.

WHENEVER your preaching or your
pastoral activity has become the means
of a religious revival, the prayer-
meeting will be sure to feel the effect.
There will be more attendants, and
the interest of the meeting will be
greater. The prayer-meeting is your
true garnering-place for souls. Bring
the prayer-meeting into as close rela-
tion as possible to the preaching-
service—as close as possible, both in
mutual interest and in place and time,
We would earnestly advise that your
second preaching service on Sunday
be closed with a prayer-meeting. For
the sake of this, let the preaching
service be shortened, and then let the
sermon tend directly and with con-
scious and studious attention, on your
part, to bring quickened consciences
—both Christians and sinners—into
the prayer-meeting. A vast amount
of impression that might be fruitful
and that ought to be made fruitful, 1s
thrown away, or worse—simply by
failure to supply the opportunity for
it to confirm and deepen and ripen

itself through prompt and decisive
self-expression. The Pentecostal ser-
mon of Peter elicited the question,
“What shall we do?’ Your sermons
ought to elicit similar practical in-
quiry. Never suffer yourself to rest
satisfied unless your sermons do stir
up a spirit of practical inquiry. Then
afford seasonable opportunity for this
inquiring spirit to declare itself. A
prayer-meeting following the preach-
ing service will be such an oppor-
tunity. You may, if you please, call
it an inquiry-meeting. No matter
what you call it, let it be an occasion
expressly adapted to induce roused
consciences to take some decisive
course in self-committal. This is of
prime consequence in the economy of
spiritual impression. It is
worse than useless, for hearts to be
the subjects of strong impressions of
duty periodically on Sundays, and
then do nothing in consequence, Such
a process is a process of induration.
Each successive stroke of impact re-
ceived that issues in no act of obedi-
ence is a step toward the state of cal-

useless,
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lousness and hopeless insensibility.
We feel like adjuring every pastor,
Do your utmost to avoid the dreadful
responsibility involved in making the
Gospel itself a savor of death unto
death to any.

The question here naturally arises,
In what form may that decisive act of
self-committal on the part of con-
sciences, which is here spoken of, be
wisely and safely accomplished? The
discussion of this question will natu-
rally involve inquiry into the advis-
ableness of those various expedients
adopted by evangelists, so-called,
namely, ““rising for prayer,” ‘‘com-
ing forward o the anxious seat,” etc.
The point is an important one, and
we shall treat it seriously and
frankly.

1I.
HINTS TOWARD MAXIMS RELATING TO
PASTORAL VISITING.

1. Do everything that, without
seeming-officious  interference you
can to direct the voluntary reading of
your people to their best profit.

2. Effect this rather by recommend-
ing good books and periodicals, than
by denouncing the bad.

3. Cultivate the unobtrusive ad-
visory relation here recommended,
especially with the young, beginning
it at a very early period in their intel-
lectual life.

4. Accordingly, be always on the
alert to know the best books, both
old and new, for young people, read-
ing them, or at least reading in them,
yourself, as a means of keeping your
sympathy vivid and intelligent with
this class of minds.

5. Encourage among those who
have leisure forit the practice of read-
ing aloud socially, both for their own
mutual profit and for occasional exer-
cise of the accomplishment in the
way of ministration to the aged, the
ignorant, the sick, the blind, and
others who may be unable to read for
themselves,

6. Be prepared, on suitable occa-
sions, lo suggest to mothers good
reading for the httle ones of theiwr
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households, not yet old enough to do
their own reading.

7. In short, use wakeful good sense
to bethink yourself of all available
methods of bringing the daily home
life of your people more and more
under the dominion of purifying, en-
lightening, and elevating influences
from the world of thought and imag-
ination.

111
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

1.*A woman is deserted by her husband, and
after six or seven years, believing him to be
dead, but without proof of the fact, she mar-
ries again., Some years after the death of
this second husband she is converted and
applies for admission to the church,

Question A. Could the woman have been
properly received to membership while the
second husband was living ¢

Question B. If not, can she be now, with-
out anything being said to her about the
matter ¥

A. The foregoing twofold question
comes to us from a thoughtful minis-
ter in Vermont, who, however, has
not been sufficiently thoughtful to
supply quite all the points of infor-
mation needful for enabling us to give
him an unconditional answer. It
was apparently not on the ground of
desertion that the woman in question
deemed herself free to marry a second
husband ; it was on the ground of her
believing the deserting husband dead.
Had she made suitable efforts to hear
of him, if not from him, and had
those efforts failed ? If yes, then both
law, we think, and equity would ac-
quit her of wrong in marrying a sec-
ond time after the lapse of *‘six or
seven years.” The presumption of
death would be a fair one; and there
would exist besides the alternative
probability that a deserting husband,
if still living, would be found an
adulterer. It follows that, under the
condition now supposed, the woman,
being clear of fault, might properly
be admitted to church membership—
even should it meantime have ap-
peared that the first husband was
living. Still, in that case, it would
be wise for the church to await the
issue of any legal inquisition into the

e e e e et sl
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circnmstances that might be made.
Under judicial methods, facts might
be elicited of the gravest importance,
as guiding to right decision on the
part of the church. At any rate, it
would be an obvious scandal to have
it turn out that one open to legal pun-
ishment for bigamy had become a
church member.
Suppose, on the other hand, that
the woman in question had made no
adequate effort to learn the facts as to
her absconding husband, but had pre-
sumed his death, simply because she
wished to marry again.  In that case,
she would have committed a fault,
which she should indeed be taught to
repent and confess, but which should
not necessarily debar her from mem-
bership 1n a Christian church., A de-
serted wife's obvious duty is to know,
il she can contrive to know, what the
state of the facts is as to her husband.
If her own previous conduct toward
him had been blameworthy—perhaps
constituting a temptation to him to
abandon her—then she has in that re-
lation a duty to do of confession and
of reparation.  All this, it lies within
the Christian pastor's province to
give private instruction about, when
occasion arises, Every such case is
likely to be very complex.
arate case should be investigated,
with the utmost carve, by the pastor
charged with responsibility as ad-
viser whether to the individual or to
the church. Two assumptions may,
m general, safely be made. One is
that, whatever the fault committed by
a deserted wile in marrying again,
that fault has been committed by her
partly in ignorance of her true duty.
She should be treated with kindness
and lenience accordingly.  Another
assumption is, that any husband who
deserts his wife has, probably, by
adulterous sin of his own, given that
wife, both in law and in Gospel, free-
dom from her conjugal duty to him.
These two assumptions are certainly
not conclusive; but they throw a
light on the proper course for the
church to pursue, when application

Each sep-
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for membershtp is made by the un-
happy wife deserted,

B. If the facts are notorious in the
community, the woman undoubtedly
ought to be talked with on the sub-
jeet, and advised to make suitable
open confession of any fault that she
may have committed in the premises,

One remark having general appli-
cation to such questions as we are
now treating deserves to be made.
We ourselves esteem our own answers
valuable, if valuable at all, not as
certainly furnishing the right solu-
tion to particular problems, but as
indicating the principles on which in-
vestigations should, in such cases, be
conducted. Wise pastorship is as ar-
duous and as difficult a task as wise
statesmanship.  If it were not for that
faithful saying, “If any man lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giv-
eth to all liberally,” what minister
would not have reason to despair?

2. **Is there not danger of going to the oppo-
site extreme [from liking rhapsody and non-
sense in hymns]—of falling into hypercriti-
cism and grammatical prudery ¥

So inquires a vigilant and vigorous
ministerial reader of ours, apropos of
certain criticisms met with by him,
some of the most important of which
appeared in the present department
of the HomiLETIC REVIEW. Our
friendly counter-critic says: “The
criticisms [made by the conductor of
this department] do not, in the main,
seem to be vahd, e. g., the  name’ of
Jesus, in the Bible, stands for the
person.”

Let our friend be assured that we
did not fail to consider that point when
we were making our strictures. We
venture even to think that we con-
sidered it more maturely than did our
correspondent himself—when he let
slip from his pen the following illus-
trative remark on a parallel use of
language observable in hymns: ““So
we find it [that is, ‘name’ for person]
in our most valued hymns. . . .
‘How sweet the name of Jesus
sounds.” ™ The word ““sounds™ (we

beg our friend not to charge us here
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hardly do if the word * name’
person. That hymn be

word.

forward in its vindication?

can ““breathe”™

son, ““in prayer.”

making his criticism.

distinetion between
‘““ woe,”

as these words were
where eriticised by us for tautology,

asked us whether we had not run into

““hypercriticism,"” we now think that
we should thankfully acknowledge
we had. It would be interesting to
know whether the author of the
hymn—this seems impossible—could

Studv Zable.
with ¢ grammatical prudery”) would

" meant

ins at least
with the idea of Jesus’ name as a

As to the hymn (or *‘song,” as our
correspondent prefers to call it) orig-
inally in question, we ask our friend
this question: Does not the line,
““ Breathe that holy name in prayer,”
show that the writer of the song had
not in mind the Hebraism of name
for person, which the learned and in-
genious champion of the song brings
Is it not
clear that the song-writer's concep-
tion, there at least, was of ““name”
as a word, not as a person? One
a word, hardly a per-
All this the pres-
ent writer carefully considered before

If we had ourselves attempted what,
in defending the hymn against the
charge of tautology our correspond-
ent attempts, namely, to establish a
“sorrow” and

used

and if then our correspondent had
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testify to having had in mind such a
distinction between ““sorrow” and
“woe”  [making “woe” mean
“curse,” “malediction,”], when writ-
ing the line, **Child of sorrow and of
woe.” In truth, our correspondent
seems to us to mistake the whole
purport of the “song” defended by
him—when he assumes that by ¢ child
of sorrow and of woe™ is meant the
“unreconciled sinner,” It is, we think,
throughout, the Christian that is ap-
pealed to and exhorted in the hymn.
We must add that, happily, it may
be, for the interests of truth and frank-
ness, we, in criticising the ““song,”
treated it as anonymous; it actually
s0 appearing in the volume in which
we saw it,

If we had known that its

authorship was acknowledged, and
that it was by a lady, we might not
have had the full courage of our un-
favorable opinion.

We shall seldom, as in the present
case we have done, take space to
maintain against critical correspond-
ents positions assumed by us. We
are willing, however, to let our min-
isterial readers understand that, while
they shall enjoy the opportunity of
being heard, upon occasion, in frank
dissent from our views, still our views
are not set forth without reasons for
them, carefully considered, that can
on challenge be shown.

———————— e

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MAN AND THE

DEVELOPMENT OF CIVILIZATION,

A COROLLARY to the propositio,
that manhood was developed from a
lower grade of animal life, is that the
various functions of manhood have
continued to develop during the his-
toric generations. Indeed, the latter
is commonly used to substantiate the
former theory. And legitimately so;
for if it can be shown that men, from
their first appearance upon the earth,
have constantly improved in the
strength and quality of those facul-
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ties which constitute manhood, it
establishes at least a presumption
that the original attainment of such
faculties was the result of long sus-
tained improvement in some inferior
condition ; the maturing of the plant
of animalism until at length it budded
forth humanity, which humanity is
now expanding toward its perfect
flower.

But can the continued development
of the human faculties during the
historic ages be shown? Its advo-
cates cite in proof of it the advance
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in human civilization. Itis assumed
that modern society, with its elabo-
rated systems of government, its at-
tainment in science and art, and the
culture and comfort of life, must be
the product of higher qualities in hu-
man nature itself; that advanced
knowledge implies clearer native in-
tellectuality ; that more extensive en-
terprises show greater assertion of
the will power; that better moral
conditions of society attest a truer
moral sense; and that the wider
spread of religion, together with its
higher precepts, must be the outcome
of a loftier spirituality in the mass of
individuals.

As opposed to this theory, we think
that careful reading of history will
discover ." at the advance of civiliza-
tion has been distinet from the alleged
advance of native humanity. Society
has attained its present favorable
condition largely through the process
of accretion. Just as the augmenta-
tion of an individual's wealth does
not signify greater shrewdness or
closer application in his later than in
his earlier years, so social benefits,
the treasures of the ages which we
have come to possess, argue nothing
for our better manhood. Civilization
is an accumulation. Its highest forms
have often been witnessed in connec-
tion with the lowest degradation of
the ordinary manhood of the people,
as in the early days of the Roman
Empire, when it was far less of an
honor to say ‘‘Iam a Roman,” than
it was in the rough times of the
founding of the Republic.

But let us inspect the men of old to
discover if they were essentially our
inferiors,

The rule ““Sans mens in sano cor-
pore” was as true then as now  Bio-
logical science has recently laid new
emphasis upon the physical side of
human nature as influencing the
psychical. 'We may, therefore, prop-
erly ask for proof that the race has
develuned better bodies as the gen-
erations have passed along. Stature
bhas certainly not increased. The
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skeletons found in the vast cemeteries
of Chaldea are as large as the average
to-day ; and the unwrapped mummies
from Egypt are as graceful as are the
bodies of recent generations of monks
stacked in the cellar of the Capuchin
convent at Rome, Nor have we
developed better muscle. It would
require the strength of a modern
trained athlete to wear easily the
armor and handle the weapons of
some ancient common soldier. We
are no steadier in nerve and no keener
in our senses than were those men
who warred with wild beasts, shot
arrows with an aim hardly surpassed
by the modern rifle, drove the chariot
in the race and in the battle, fought
hand to hand and eye to eye with
their foes, Modern inventions have
relieved us largely from the necessity
of such training of nerve and sense,
and desuetude may lead to the lessen-
ing of their power. Nor can we
boast of more capacious brains than
our ancestors, if the skulls which con-
tained them at all fitted their con-
tents. Prof. Virchow may be re-
garded as authority on this point.
He says:

**When we study the fossil man, who must
have stood comparatively near our primitive
ancestors in the series of descent, or rather,
of ascent, we always find just such a man as
now. . . . The old troglodytes, yp'le-vil-
lagers, and bog people prove to be quite a
respectable society. They have heads so
large that many living persons would be
only too happy to possess such, . . . On
the whole, we must really acknowledge that
there is a complete absence of any fossil
type of a lower stage in the development of
man. Nay, if we gather together the whole
sum of the fossil men hitherto known and
put them parallel with those of the present
time, we can decidedly pronounce that there
are among living men a much greater num-
ber of individuals who show a relatively in-
ferior type than there are among the fossils
known up to this time.”

Prof. Huxley says of the most an-
cient cranium discovered, that it is
“a fair average skull, which might
have belonged to a philosopher.”

All ancient chronicles show belief
in the extreme longevity of the an
cients. The myths, which represent
life extending through many cen-
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turies, doubtless had a vasis in fact.
The prolonged duration of life implies
an excellent physical condition,
There can, then, be no doubt that the
man of old was our peer in all that
pertains to the physical manhood ;
that his soul had as serviceable an
environment through which to work,
asexcellent an instrament upon which
to render the strains that moved his
intellectual and spiritual nature, as
we have.

Nor have we reason to believe that
our remote ancestors were possessed
of less native intellect. In determin-
ing this we must draw a distinction
between the mere accumulation of
knowledge and naturally wise insight.
Vastly below us in the former regard,
our ancestors may have been even
our superiors in the latter. Intellec-
tual power is to be tested not by what
it actually accomplishes, but by what
it accomplishes considering the ma-
terial with which it works. It is not
to the discredit of Paganini's genius
that he could not produce upon four
strings the grand harmonies which
Stainer brings from a full organ ; nor
to the genius of an ancient that he
wrought less beneficently than one
who now works upon the accumu-
lated knowledge which thousands of
years of discovery and invention have
brought to his hand. Roebling could
not have made the Brooklyn bridge
as it is had he completed it three
years earlier, because the cheap pro-

cess of making steel wire was not
then perfected. Had his work been
executed sixty years ago it could not
have been even a suspension bridge,
since the first stage in the develop-
ment of such a structure was not
reached until 1816, Perhaps the
present bridge-builder uses more than
a hundred different inventions which
are in no way to the credit of his en-
gineering ability. 'We would not rate
Watts and Fulton as men of talent
inferior to that of the head mechanic
at Taunton or Paterson, because they
could not construct a steam engine
comparable for strength and speed
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with those turned out by these shops.
The only fair question is, Did the men
of old use the meagre materials which
their predecessors had left them ~ith
as good judgment as we moderns use
our industrial heirlooms?

Every reader knows that Archaol-
ogy is rivaling the material sciences
in its surprising discoveries. As the
latter shout ** See, this is new !” the
former replies: “There is nothing
new ! and exhibits some forgotten
marvel of ancient skill and knowl-
edge.  Among the treasures taken
from the tomb of Agamemnon, and
now in the museum at Athens, we
admire ornaments of gold which
would adorn the cases of Tiffany; so
graceful in shape and so finely en-
graved are they. But they were
probably beaten into shape instead of
being cast in molds or cut under the
die; each stroke upon them calling
forth an exercise of taste and skill
not demanded in making bushels of
modern jewelry with the aid of ma-
chinery. All our lines in sculp-
ture, from the copies of nature, as
in statuary, to the most *‘conven-
tional™ fancies, we are borrowing
from the age of Phidias, Our best
architectural decorations are still
called the Doric, Ionian, Corinthian,
and the like. We have no modern
buildings that will compare, in the
size of the stones used in their con-

struction, with the temple of Baalbek.
If those old builders did not have ma-
chinery surpassing ours, they had a
shrewder knack in handling heavy
bodies. The mammoth black lying
at the edge of the quarry at Baalbek
challenges the superior conceit of
after ages with its call, “Lift me
again who can !™

What poet, in his well-stocked
library, will enter the lists against
Homer, the wandering bard, for
words that show the rhythmic sense,
or for delicacy of tropical invention ?
The book of Job is not inferior to Fes-
tus or Faust; indeed, these later works
have borrowed their plot from the
unknown poet-philosopher of an-
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tiquity. For prose style adapted to
oratory, Demosthenes is still the
model. There is a naive simplicity

of narrative in Herodotus, the father
of history, which is not surpassed by
Scott’s ¢ Tale of a Grandfather ;" and
many of Thucydides’ sentences have
as line a balance of antithesis and as
much precision as those of Macaulay.
What philosopher of modern times
has expressed ideas so far reaching in
their bearing upon society, and even

upon theology, as were those of
Plato? The logical methods of Aris-

totle were those upon which the high-
est culture of two thousand years was
educated, and which the world has
not yet entirely outgrown.

Yet these great thinkers were ap-
parently no more advanced beyond
their own ages than our greatest
minds are beyond the multitudes who
try to understand them. The ancient
masters were thronged by more disci-
ples in personal attendance than
many of our wisest men have readers
The age of Greek
supremacy was agitated by as strong
brain-throbs as ours.

for their books.

Besides, to make the comparison a
fair one, we must take into account
that the ancients were compelled to
make discoveries of the very rudi-
ments of the sciences; always a far
more difficult task than that of put-
ting together, however elaborately,
principles already known. Prof.
Tyndall has paid a just tribute to the
originality of the discoveries of the
fundamental laws of modern science,
in comparison with the more lauded
genius of mere inventors and mechan-
icians, It is just the reverse of the
truth to say that rudimentary work
requires only rudimentary intellect.
The man who, finding the stream he
would bridge was too wide to be
spanned by the tallest trunk in the
forest, or that the aperture required
for the majesty of the temple was
greater than the length of his heaviest
stone, after wrestling with his prob-
lem, conceived of the arch supporting
itself midway by its own keystone,
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was an architect unsurpassed by any
who, coming ages after him, monu-
ments his praise by dome or spire.
The same may be said of the prehis-
toric invention of the wheel turning
upon an axle. What would modern
mechanics accomplish  without the
pulley, an invention of Archytes as
early as the Sixth Century B.C.?
The lathe dates back about 1200 B.C.
Our boys are using the very diagrams
of Euclid in geometry, Bronze cast-
ings were made by Rhaecus 530 B.C.
Parmenides lectured on the globular
form of the earth in 503 B.C., a hint
which it took two thousand years for
the world to act upon. Pythagoras
talked about the waves of sound in
500 B.C. Thales calculated eclipses
in 600 B.C. What profound genius
was that which first made practical, in
however rude a shape, the idea of fix-
ing oral speech in written words?
The very shape of the letters of our
alphabet is a survival from remotest
antiquity, which should rebuke the
conceit of modern times, What ws-
thetic taste, as well as mathematical
judgment, had those who observed
and formulated the laws of propor-
tion in architecture! 'What music in
the souls of those who wrote the first
harmonic score! From prehistoric
times, when, according to modern
theories, men were rot far removed
from savagery,
knowledge of

we inherited
finely woven linen,
lamps, tanned leather, locks, mir-
rors, lyres, mosaic pictures, painting,
parasols, perfumery, artificial hair,
medicines, pottery, poetry, stoves,
stucco-work, wine, vinegar, etc.

If such things were the product of
crude intellects, the marks of an ad-
vance from semi-brute condition of
society, it may well be asked, Why
do not savage tribes now show such
a tendency to industrial advance?
The very reverse is known to be the
case. Hundreds of years show no
improvement. There seems to be a
tribal line of culture marking a tribal
limit of enterprise until those of a
higher grade of intelligence are min-

have
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gled with them. Such astute observ-
ers as Humboldt have held that sav-
age people are, as a rule, the “ fading
remains of a better race,” rather than
*“the dawning of a society about to
rise.”  We speak of the American
Indians being crushed by the advance
of the white man. The fact is that
they were dying out numerically,
through inability to provide for their
own support, before the whites be-
came their rivals for this great heri-
tage. According to the estimate of
Col. Mallory, only about a half mil-
lion aborigines were to be found on
the North American continent at the
time of its discovery,

Savagery does
not appear to be germinant with civ-
ilization. That it was so germinant
in the earliest ages is a theory which
finds no support in known facts. We
are thus left to the inference that if
man originally was savage, that is,
inventionless and without philosoph-
ical instinct, he would have remained
80,

But let us study the moral nature
of the ancient man as expressed in
such of his words and actions as have
left record of themselv We must
keep in mind the distinction between
the utterances of the native moral
sense in men and the laws and cus-
toms that we have learned by experi-
ence to be politic and safe. 'We have
found out many things helpful to the
preservation of public morality, and
wiser methods of instruction in pri-
vate virtue. But these do not neces-
sarily imply any deepening of the
moral sense. Moral good in a com-
munity, like material good, may grow
by accretion, rather than from any
development of the moral sense in
the individuals,

To one at all familiar with the eth-
ical writings of the ancients, any dis-
paragement of their moral sense, as
compared with our own, will seem
the most ignorant conceit. Aside

from what Christians have learned
from their inspired Master, the mo-
rality of modern times consists in ex-
ternals, in actual words and deeds.
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If we keep our * honor bright™ it is
sufficient to satisfly the most of us.
Few men not taught by the Gospel
can use the words of the old Zenda-
vesta, ¢ Of pride, haughtiness, covet-
ousness, anger, envy, looking at with
evil intent, looking at with evil
concupiscence, of these
sins repent I We are living under
the reign of the expediency philoso-
phy i morals.

Practically we have
not advanced beyond Seneca’s advice
to Nero, ““Young man, amuse your-
sclf, but take care not to harm any
one,”  Because a thing is expedient
we regard it right. The ancient
Chinese, as we learn from the Coun-
sels of the Great Yii, B.C. 2200, were
conscientious enough to reverse this
maxim, and 1osisted that only the
essentially right would be expedient ;
thus, **Accordance with the right
leads to good fortune, following what
is wrong leads to bad; the shadow
and the echo.,” And again we read
in the Counsels of Thang (B.C. 1700),
“The great God has conferred even
on the lowest people a moral sense,
compliance with which would show
their natures invariably right.” How
do such expressions as these from the
most remote ages of antiquity fit in
with the theory advanced by some
that conscience is a mere matter of

education, becoming more and more
positive as the generations go by,
through hereditary transmission and
development? It is interesting to
read President Theirs's address to the
French people, in which he admitted
that they had almost lost the idea of
business honesty, and Herbert Spen-
cer's showing from statistics that
English industrial life is honeycombed
with corruption, the adulteration of
the trade conscience illustrated by the
adulteration of almost everything
that the trades make use of ; and then
to recall the ancient Persians, whose
repute throughout the world was for
riding fearlessly, shooting unerringly,
and telling the truth. The early peo-
ples were often cruel, but their great-
est severities were sometimes the ex




534

pression of their abhorrence of sins
such as digrace modern society. The
adulterer was bound to two trees,
whose trunks were drawn together,
so that when the cords were cut the
natural recoil would tear the culprt
asunder. The bench of abribe-taking
judge was sometimes covered with
his own tanned skin, as a warning to
his successor. These men of the
olden time had nerves strong enough
to look at blood, and moral nerve
oftentimes to match it. Will it be said
that we are less cruel in war because
we have learned to kill our enemies
from such a distance that our hands
are not literally ensanguined,—only
powder soiled? Is the selfishness of
the money rage diminished with the
advance of commer .? Does the
massing of material comforts at every
man’s door make him less sensual ?
Is the business tyranny which syste-
matically crushes out all small estab-
lishments and monopolizes an entire
trade more honorable than the feudal
aggrandizements of princes? Does
pride flaunt itself less in the ever-
changing fashions of modern people
than it did in the garments whose
patterns were the same from one gen-
eration to another, as still observed
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in the East? Do we have in modern
legislation anything more suggestive
of human brotherhood than the old
Jewisb law that the gleanings should
be left for the poor? Has Sinai been
surpassed by any State House for en-
actments that subject the conscience ?

We may admit that society has
become better, in that we have learned
from the experience of our predeces-
sors how to preserve social order, and
how to lift the average life more
nearly to the level of the average con-
science ; but this does not imply that
the native conscience is to-day truer,
purer, ormore illumined from the spir-
itual than it was of old, A study of the
ancient religious books of the heathen
reveal the rather astounding fact that
the earlier writings are the nobler;
giving the impression that men were
becoming more and more confused in
their ethical sentiments, casuistry
superseding conscience; reminding
one of the Scripture saying, “God
made man upright, but he hassought
out many inventions.”

Our purpese in this article is not to
argue directly against the develop-
ment theory, but to point out what,
to our minds, is a fallacious method
of arguing for it.

MISCELLANEOUS SECTION.

T. DE WITT TALMAGE, D.D.
By A LAayMman,

PassION is more than form. The
man is more than the style. The
soul is more than the body. Differ-

ences as graphic as those between the
elements we have named exist be-
tween an inside and an outside con-
sideration of Dr. Talmage. By an
inside consideration of him is not
meant an authorized one, an official
one, or one inspired either by per-
sonal affection or personal interest;
but one based on a study of the man
from a man’s plane of intention ; one
which seeks to discern and codify the
laws of his genius so that he may be
madeintelligible and accountable. The

writer of this does not belong or go to
his church. He is a layman who has
sought to get at the secret of his sub-
ject’'s power, since the fact of it is
forced on universal attention.

Let it be put at the outset as truth,
that it is incumbent on any one who
would justly estimate on his historical
character to take a few things for
granted. One is, that the existence
of great influence and strength is a
priori to be attributed not toaccident,
biit to causes as genuine as the effect.
Another is, that the constant aug-
mentation of such influence and
strength is proof of the high quality
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of those causes, as well as of their
genuineness. Still another is, that
the exclusive and prodigious employ-
ment of transcendent gifts to the
glory of God and to the good of man,
rewarded, as they are, with the bless-
ing of turning to righteousness more
than any other living human instru-
mentality has in this century had
placed to its record in either world,
demonstrates not only an extraordi-
nary individuality, but a Divine plan
in the creation and development of
such a force.

The message Dr. Talmage brings,
and the effect of that message on his
own soul and on the souls of others,
constitute the test and affect the dis-
closure of the man. For thirty years
he has been the bearer of Good News,
that is all; the News the morning
stars sung together; the News the
sons of God shouted for joy, when
the earth sprang from nothing into
beauty ; the News the angels to the
shepherds told when the omnipotence
of the Father sheathed itself in the
muscles of the Babe of Bethlehem.
His progress to his present position
has been gradual, logical, in the right
sense evolutionary. He is not a
¢ phenomenon,” for Le can be classed,
accounted for, and explained. He is
the effect of traceable cause. He is
the product of laws that remove his
career from surprise or mystery.

Reverently be it spoken, God had
much to do with his ancestral envir-
onments. He came of a Godly stock.
His mother and father were the chil-
dren of prayer. All their sisters and
brothers mightily prevailed before
the throne. His parents no more
doubted the course of God's purposes
in their lives than they did the suc-
cession of the seasons on their farm.
All their children went to Christ.
All of their sons entered Christ's min-
istry. The child of their old age was
the one who was appointed to stand
out to the world as a flaming evangel
of the deathless Gospel, in its mean-
ing and obligation ever old, in his
methods of enforcing ever new. From
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grandparents and great-grandpar-
ents to our subject the line of love
and of faith in God has never been
broken. All his forerunners were
men and women of prayer, piety, and
power. That is his equipment. Itis
not an endowment. It is an inherit-
ance. It was, in his case, infused
with a genius, and that is all that
God has given him which He did not
give to those from whom he is de-
scended.

We have said his development has
been gradual and logical. At Belle-
ville, he hadin germ {)rm all that
has burst into flowers and fruit in
Brooklyn; but Belleville was his kin-
dergerten, Syracuse his intermediate
and academic course, Philadelphia his
matriculation, and Brooklyn has been
his postgraduate course in the school
of life.  The child in the ministry in
the New Jersey village was the father
of the man in the ministry in Brook-
lyn. The Lord was tutoring him in
the preparatory schools of his pur-
pose. In Belleville he was a student
of forms; in Syracuse, he was a stu-
dent of modes; in Philadelphia, he
was a student of men, severally and
in multitude; in Brooklyn he was in-
troduced to himself. Thereafter the
truth was known to him. The truth
made him free. His first charge was
necessary to his apprenticeship to
conventional courses. His second
was essential to his easy use of them.
His third was requisite to theirsubtle
mastery. His final charge was needed
for his emancipation from them. At
Belleville he was the slave of the
lamp. At Syracuse he felt the value
of the counsel and example of those
older in the experience of grace than
himself. At Philadelphia great ur-
ban forces wrought their educational
work in him and on him. In Brook-
lyn, but a suburb of New York, he
felt the inrush of cosmopolitan and
metropolitan life, and he was ready
for the work set him to do. This
shows the gradual, logical, progres-
sive, ascensive power of his career in
the world. Those who see him in the
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Tabernacle and who hear him twice
or thrice err if they leave out his
antecedent experiences. Generations
of prayer and of living close to God
and on confidential terms with nature
and toil are to be considered in the
making of the man. Decades of
labor, all of it educational, are to be
credited to the account of his present
facility and force, Sermons that flut-
tered as feebly as infant birds on the
edges of their nests preceded, and in
occult, far-reaching ways produced
the discourses which to-day stir the
blood like a trumpet.

Of the life of this man, lived in the
eye of the world, two grand character-
istics are to be borne in mind: the child-
like faith and the child-like nature,
Great as have been his audiences, yet
he has neverlost his trustin God which
his mother inculcated and incarnated,
The temptation of popularity is to
exchange trust i God for trust in
self. This man is as accustomed to
refer all things, trivial or great, to
God, as the infant praying beside its
trundle-bed is. The sweetness and
light and serenity of the child-like
faith are his. We consider him
great, The Church and the world
endorse the estimate. Any idea that
he is great appears ludicrous to his
thought on himself, and *“ praise to
the face ” will make him blush like a
girl with a sense of undeserved com-
pliment, or cause him to feel humili-
ated at the theory that the spirit of
mortal should be proud. His is the
simplicity of the child-like nature.

Child-like faith and child-like na-
ture are the basilar qualities alike of
his character, methods and genius.
He believes every word between the
lids of the Bible. There are no ifs in
his ecreed. There is no perhaps in
his reading of a Thus Saith the
Lord. The Word is real to him.
That enables him to stand by and for
the Scriptures as a son stands by the
honor of his mother, or a husband by
the virtue of his wife. This liberal
and triumphant faith is largely the
parent of his methods. They have

been regarded as lawless, irregular
or faulty by minds which apparently
think that the best way to me:
stately column is to have an inch
worm slime and crawl up and around
it. The inch worm can accomplish
the transit, but its vision is the vision
of an inch worm and its thoughts
the thoughts of one. Dr. Talmage,
to those who believe that all Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God is,
to our view, one of the most logical
of men. To those who regard much
Scripture as given as a conundrum
or hypothesis for man's guess or
hiking, he doubtless appears illogical.
His analyses are at times startling,
but in art and sequence they areas
correct as original. A word or a
sentence of exordium will introduce
and illumine his subject like the red
spot does one of Turner's master-
pieces, The statement of the propo-
sition will follow in language that
bears a closer resemblance to the
terseness of the sacred writings than
any spoken in the pulpit anywhere
else to-day. The subject will then
bein a position to be amplified and
illustrated. Enforcement of it will
follow with the strength of reason
thrown into the forms of every day
talk and transfigured with a wealth
of governed but exhaustless imagery
that makes poem or picture, or both,
at will. In all this the technique of
firstly, secondly, and the like will be
avoided. That technique bores and
bewilders. As well might one chalk
the number of pieces in the mosaic
that he is preparing. But argument
after argument will follow with the
succession of the orders that enter
into the effect of a climax. The
heacer will find the work of demon-
stration done in his mind ere heis
aware, Then will follow the work of
application addressed to his soul.
His soul will find its chords of feeling,
whether of reverence, awe, love, fear,
hope or faith, touched with a master
hand. Closing, will come those mag-
nificent illustrations drawn from
Scripture, or experience, or from his-

rea
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tory, or from contemporary chronicle,
which chill, then thrill and melt, and
hold the thousands spell bound, their
thinking and feeling kept in such
rapt and tense condition that the
sense of identity itself seems almost
in suspension till the relieving and
reassuring tones of the closing
prayer sums up the sermon to God in
petition for His blessing.

The art of this method is in the
perfection that conceals all art.  The
logic of it is in the fact that the mind
and heart of the hearer and the mind
and heart of the speaker are inter-
fused. The message appears to have
come straight out of the Bible
through the message bearer.

The test of this method is in the
further fact that it passes the ordeal
of typesperfectly., No aid of deliv-
ery is required to commend it. It
passes at once from the tongue to
the press, and from the press into ht-
erature and history. The discourses
of the man, in the pulpit, in the
journal, within the pamphlet or be-
tween the covers of the printed vol-
ume, are not evanescent. They abide
as strong, fragrant and apposite to-

day as they were sixteen years ago.
Two months from now the message
given to-day will be sold on the
streets or cities in Southern Sea is-
lands, or six months from now be
read on whalers’ decks near either
pole. Ten years from now godly
men in frontier forts will read them
to the rapt garrisons o'Sundays.
Twenty years from now professors in
seminaries will come across the well
thumbed volumes containing them
in students’ rooms. In any clime, at
any time, under any circumstances,
the discourse will have the unifor-
mity, universality and permanency
of interest and instruction which
Blackstone says are the vindication
of all propositions of value to all.
The sermons have the simplicity of
conversation united with the sym-
metry of the essay and the pungent
brevity in integial parts of the prov-
erb, the whole lighted from within
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to without with the brilliant vitality
of the poem,

For verification of these statements
appeal can confidently be made to the
consciousness of Christendom and to
the facts of contemporary history.
Dr. Talmage's sermons are regularly
printed in this Republic from the Rio
Grande to either Portland. In Great
Britain there is scarcely a community

organized into municipal form that
does not reg

larly get them in its
dailies or weekiies, In Canada tlu'):
are as current as in the United States,
In Australia, & continent notably re-
ligious in its living and thinking,
they are household words., They
have been translated into every lan-
guage of Europe and into all of the
tongues that have written symbols
for expresion, in which missionaries
of the cross tell the story of Christ's
salvation, Quite 3,000 daily or weekly
journals in America alone more or
less regularly issue his discourses as
the news of the day. They havea
currency conterminous with that of
the Bible and coextensive with the
world. They have had this currency
for long years. The volume of circu-
lation is in proportion to the opening
up of the earth to the forces of civil-
ization,

The testimony of the many is not
more significant to cultivated minds
than the evidence of the typical few.
Charles Spurgeon said: *“ His sermons
take hold on my inmost soul. The
Lord is with this mighty man. Iam
astonished when God blesses me, but
not surprised when He blesses him."
S. Irenweus Prime declares that “ they

were as simple as Bunyan, as cogent
as Wesley and as mighty as Edwards.”
Frederick T. Frelinghuysen said: 1
regard them as unequalled in their
power to commend Christ to men as
anever-dying Saviour,” Henry Ward
Beecher said of Dr. Talmage : “In
heaven you will find a great multi-
tude whom you have helped on their
way.” Charles H. Hall says: ¢ He
does a work which no one else can
do, which canbe done only by God's
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blessing and great talents.” Richard
S. Storrs bears testimony to ‘“his
stimulating eloquence and remark-
able gifts.” Paul Hamilton Hayne
goes into the garden of his heart and
comes back with flowers like these in
his hand :
*“When others cursed, thy voice was raised
to bless!
Thou gavest us love, though all the world
might hate,
Thy heart too high for gnarled littleness,

So take through mine, her poet’s faltering
mouth,
Thanks, honor, greeting, from our new-
born South

In the fair morning of her happier fate!™

Talbot W, Chambers rejoices that
oursubject ‘“ has never swerved from
the simple and satisfying faith of my
mother, who was the godliest woman
1 ever knew.” Writes Lyman Ab-
bott: ¢ Ilis pictorial imagination and
impassioned earnestness are divine
gifts, consecrated to a divine service.”
S. F. Smith speaks of him as expert
in ““that gracious homiletic art of
making sermons which root them-
selves in the text and shoot out from
it like the hyacinth from its own
bulb.” Lord Butler, of Ireland, re-
joices in *‘ the benefits which his fear-
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less outspeaking has conferred on
many thousands.” *To millions who
have never seen him he has been the
minister of righteousness,” testified
John B. Gough. “I admire his
strength and earnestness, and his in-
tense sympathy and zeal for the un-
fortunate and the erring,” said Vice-
President Hendricks., ‘¢ The most re-
markable, impressive and profitable
preacher of the Gospel I have ever
listened to. A poet, a dramatist and
a genius for the glory of God and the
good of mankind,” says the Rev. Dr.
S. T. Spear.

The tributes could be indefinitely
extended. Theyshow that the meas-
urement of the great is the estimate
of the millions. The world's great
heart and the world’s great brains are
in accord on the matter. As much
more might be written of the
man as a lecturer, a moralist and
a humorist.  As much more again
could be written of him as a reformer
and a philanthropist. But the aim
has been only to consider him as
a preacher of righteousness. That
sums up all his other qualities, for all
those other qualities he enlists in the
service of the Master of Life.

| ————

THE MISSIONARY FIELD.
By ArTHUR T. Pierson, D.D., PHILADELPHIA.

FRANCE AND THE McCALL MissIoNs,

THE last day of 1876 was the begin-
ning of a new era for France. On
that day M. Paul Bouchard, in an
open letter to the Bishop of Dijon,
publicly abjured Romanism, on
grounds of consistency and patriot-
ism, as the enemy of the State, and
transferred his adhesion to Protest-
antism as the only hope of his
country. Thisact of a former Mayor
of Beaune was the sounding of a toc-
sin that was the signal for a new
reformation in France,

Bouchard believed with Gambetta
that clericalism was the foe of his
country, but he could not take refuge
like Gambetta in atheism. In a few
months this heroic man, who took his

stand alone, was followed by hun-
dreds and thousands, from all ranks
of society, Among others was Eu-
gene Reveillaud, the freethinker.
Both these men, one representing the
common folk, the other the higher
and more educated classes, addressed
their tracts and appeals to patriots.
In July, 1878, in the Protestant meet-
ing house at Troyes, Reveillaud arose
and announced his still farther con-
version to Protestantism as a faith,
and manifested a baptism of the Holy
Ghost. Not yet 30 years old, God
had prepared him to be the new
Evangelist of France. From Janu-
ary, 1879, Reveillaud gave tongue
and pen to the new Protestant move-
ment for the regeneration of France.
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Protestantism was in the air. The
Huguenots, though forming but one-
twentieth of the population, became a
majority in the Waddington and
Freycinet cabinets.  On November 2,
1879, Protestant worship was held in
the very hall of the palace of Louis
XIV., at Versailles, immediately un-
der the hall of the Oeil-de-Beeuff,
not far from his death chamber, Over-
head Mad. de Maintenon induced
him to sign the Revocation of the
Edict of Nantes in 1685,

Families and whole villages openly
espoused Protestantism, and the new
Reformation was spreading like a
prairie fire,

Just at this juncture God raised up
the very man for the hour and the
place, in Rev. R, W, McAll.  In Au-
gust, 1871, a poor ouvrier in a Belle-
ville cafe said to him, “0, do come
back to us and teach us more of your
religion.” It was a new Macedonian
cry, “Come over and help us,” and
on his return to his home and parish
in England, he could not forget it.
Friends said “No,” but God said
“Yes ;" and breaking his pastoral tie
he went back to Paris, and, in Jan-
uary, 1872, set up his first Gospel
“station” in that very heart of

Parisian  Communism, Belleville,
whence, in days of anarchy, issued
forth those demons of arson and
murder,

He had nothing in his hand but the
Bible. He could speak only two
sentences in French: “God loves
you ;" *“Ilove you.” But with those
two sentences he began the greatest
mission ever yet attempted among
a Roman Catholic population. And
now after these sixteen years, one
station has grown to 129, in Paris and
other cities, the work extending to
Corsica, and even to Algiers.

This great success is owing to no
accident or chance. McAll's work is
conducted on apostolic principles. He
aims to give the Gospel to the masses.
Moved by compassion on the multi-
tude, with faith in the simple Gospel
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without any meretricious attractions

of art and ritual, with confidence in

the accessibility of the common people
and even criminal classes to carnest

Christian approach, under the im-

pulse of a passion for souls, he simply

uplifts the crucified Christ before an
ignorant, depraved, priest-ridden pop-
ulation, He preaches a free Gospel.

Nothing impressed these people, long
accustomed to grinding ecclesiastical
tyranny that extorted money for
buildings, salaries, masses, convents,
etc., than the fact that for all that
Mr. McAll was doing for them, he
asked not one centime !

The work was prosecuted in an un-
denominational spirit, and presented
the sublime spectacle of Christians
united in one work for souls; and
the whole effort was so unchurchly
yet so thoroughly Christian that it
captivated a people that associated
everything religious with the rigid
ruts of ecclesiasticism,

For ourselves, we regard this as to-
day the foremost mission in the
world. With its simple, complete,
comprehensive, laborious, economical
and successful methods; with its mis-
sion stations, its schools and classes,
mothers’ meetings, prayer-meetings,
evangelists, visitors, tract distribu-
ters, avoiding all collision with muni-
cipal law, and in fact itself confess-
edly the  best police system,”—no
statistics can gauge its results, It
has broken down the middle wall of
partition between the Church and the
people; it has erected the cross in
place of the crucifix; it meets papacy
and infidelity, not controversially, but
positively and aggressively, and in-
stitutes and constitutes in itself the
grand training school for future
evangelism.

While Chalmers’ work in Edin-
burgh and Glasgow; Moody's work
in Chicago ; McAuley's work in New
York, and McCall's work in Paris,
remain as witnesses, it is both absurd
and wicked to talk as though the
cities cannot be reached by the Gospel.
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AFRrICA.—H. M. Stanley expresses
surprise at the decay of English su-
premacy in Africa. France, Portugal
and Germany, by fuss, fury and blus-
ter, grasp prizes that England loses
by sheer inertia or apathy. He
found Tippoo Tib, at the head of
thousands of Arabs, ready to fight or
tobe employed. With masterly policy,
Stanley employed him, contracting
with him to furnish 600 carriers to
bring away Emin Bey's store of ivory,
valued at $300,000; he made him
Governor at Stanley Falls at a salary,
and bound him to defend the station
against Arvabs, t) abstain from the
slave trade below the Falls, and to
defeat and capture slave-raiders!
This is Tippoo Tib in a new charac-
ter!'—In November last, the first
Christian Church was organized in
the Congo Free State; four months
later there were 1,062 converts, and
an iron chapel is to be built.—Mr,
Mackay is alone at Unganda, in the
power of Mwanga, who distinguished
himself by the murder of Bishop
Hannington and the cruel treatment
of the native Christians in his domin-
ions, Let prayers ascend for the pro-
tection of the lonely Protestant
missionary.

CHINA.—Rev. Dr. Hunter Corbett,
missionary at Chefoo, China, just
before his retarn, occupied the pulpit
of the First Presbyterian Church,
Wichita, Kan. At the close of his
interesting address a collection was
called for, accompanied by the state-
ment that $135 was needed to carry
on this missionary work. When the
collection was counted it amounted
to 1,633, and after the evening ser-
vice at the same church another col-
lection was taken up, the morning
and evening collections together ag-
gregating $2,136.87. Dr. Corbett says
this gift has not been equaled any-
where in the United States. Mr.
Corbett employs converted Chinese
as lay evangelists, at an average
cost of about sixty dollars a year, and
with surprising results, He has a

The Missionary Ficld,
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membership of 839, and by this
agency gathers sometimes 300 in one
year.—Mr. Hudson Taylor, of China
Inland Mission, has been traveling
inland for many months, and visited
in succession nine of the eighteen
Provinces. A Conference of native
Christians at Mr. Stanley Smith's
place was in many respects the most
remarkable meeting that he had ever
seen in China. InShan-si and Shen-
si he met upward of 500 native Chris-
tians, when but a very few years ag
there was not a native Christian
He does not
any reason why people should not
be converted in great multitudes,
seeing that conversion in any case is
the work of the Holy Ghost. “T am
afraid that we repeat the words, ‘I
believe in the Holy Ghost,’ when our
faith is a very dishonoring and
limited one.”—Stanley Smith writes :
‘At the end of the Exeter Hall meet-
ing they asked me to pray; I could
only plead in the name of Jesus this
promise : ‘God  shall bless us, and
all the ends of the earth shall fear
Him. 1 expect thirty baptisms at
Hung Tung in less than a month.
The Lord is giving me daily preach-
ing. Tam hoping to start street pro-
Mr. C. Studd and Mr.
Beauchamp are probably on their
way back here from Hanchung,
whither they accompanied Mr. Hud-
son Taylor.,”—Rome wants a hold
upon China. A late dispatch states
that proposals have been made to
the French Government by the Pope,
looking to diplomatic relations be-
tween the Vatican and China.
HoLLAND.—The new Reformation.
34 churches have returned to the
Confession and order of the Reformed
churches as these existed prior to the
enforcement of the organization of
1816,  Questions similar to those
arising under the “Free Church”
movement in Scotland are awakening
attention.  Churches have
driven out of their edifices, ministers
deprived of stipends, ete.
HoMe HEATHEN, — Dr,

or a missionary.

See

cessions,

been

Sheldon
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Jackson says: * Tens of thousands of
women in our land live and die like
dogs, all unconscious of the existence
and immortality of their souls. In
these United States there are pure
Baal worshippers, forty stone altars
erected to Baal and Ashtaroth!
Among the Mormons, Indians and
people of New Mexico there are not
more than one hundred missionaries
of all denominations! and only the
means are needed to send a Christian
lady teacher into every village among
them, In Alaska infanticide and
witcheraft and crime are common ;
yet among no people haveI ever seen
such hungering and thirsting for the
Gospel.” — At Baltimore and New
York new movements looking toward
home evangelization are now at-
tempted. In New York City, Dr. Al
F. Schaufller is to superintend some
50 students of the junior and middle
classes of the Union Seminary, who,
at salaries ranging from $240 to $260,
are to labor in the city, the money
provided by Chrstian laymen.

INDIA.—The proportion of the na-
tive students of the University of Ben-
gal who have become Masters of Arts
is twenty-three times greater than of
the Hindoo and Mohammedan stu-
dents,—*“ There are over 20,000,000 of
widows in India, and 2,000,000 of them
belong to castes who practice child
marriage and insist on the celibacy of
their widows.”

JAapAN.—Rev, C. H. Carpenter died
in February, at Nemuro, a little over
50 years of age. He went to Ran-
goon in 1863 to aid Dr. Benney in the

Karen Theological Seminary. In
1868 was transferred to Bassein.

After 8 years he visited this land for
health, and returned to Burma as
president of the Rangoon College,
but again went to Bassein, In 1880
he returned home again; and last
year went to Japan to work among
the Ainos, and there, in the midst of
great progress, died.

JEwS.—The British Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel among the
dews expended last year $38,684 in
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its work. It employs 14 ordained
missionaries and 9 unordained, and
has a large staff of &0 unoaid work-
ers, One of its missionaries, Mr,
Schwartz, of Breslau and Dresden,
reports last year 100 converts and 79
inquirers, At Vienna 46 converts
have united with Protestant churches
within a year,

McAULEY WATER STREET MISSION,
316 Water street, was crowded on
Sunday, April 17, by friends of the
late Jerry McAuley. A tablet of highly
polished marble was anveiled and re-
vealed the inscription :

In loving memory of
JERRY McAULEY,
The Founder of this Mission.
He rests from his labors
And his works follow him.

Where 1 am there shall also my
servant be.—John xii, 26,

Mg. Moopy's JUBILEE.—On Feb, 5
Mr. Moody was 50 years old, His
friends, both across the sea and on

this side, have taken a unique meth-
od of keeping his anniversary, raising
a birthday memorial fund to endow
the schools at Mt. Hermon and North-
field.  The amount has already
veached the sum of $40,000. Another
“summer school ™ for students will
open 1n Northfield on June 30, and
hold for thirteen days, for study of
the Bible and methods of Christian
work.,  One thousand students are
expected to be in attendance, Mr,
Moody presides and Revds. Dr. Broa-
dus, Hopkins, Pierson, with Prof,
Townsend, and Rev. W, H, Marquess
are among the teachers,

SAMOAN IsLaNDS.—In London, Rev,
Charles Phillips gave a thrilling de-
scription of the work. Of the 27,000
inhabitants 7,000 are Church mem-
bers, and there are at present 3,000
candidates for membership. Two
hundred native pastors minister to
the Church, and asking for money or
collections 1s unknown; the people
are eager to give.
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Hold the glass to your own face, and that which yow criticise you may see in yourself.

“Christ's Resurrected Body.”

Is the case perfectly clear? In answering
your critic in the April ReviEw, you say
rightly that the *living body of Christ™
was * flesh and blood." You say, also, that
“His resurrection body differed from his
living body in the same essential particu-
lars as does the body of every saint.” Paul
says *flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God'; hence the risen body
must not contain *flesh and blood™;
whence (I understand you to say) Christ's
“resurrection body differed from his living
body ** in these particulars,

But is that according to the Scriptures ¢
On the evening of the resurrection, when
the two disciples, having returned from
Emmaus, were reh ng to the assembled
company **what things were done in the
way," ** Jesus himself stood in the midst of
them,” They were **affrighted, and sup-
posed they had seen a spirit.”* To convince
them to the contrary, Jesus challenged them
to handle and see, for, he said, **a spirit
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have,”
If he had flesh, then we should say there
wust have been blood, as the latter is the
invariable accompaniment of the former in
the living organism,

Another fact would seem to indicate the
same truth, * The life of the flesh is in the
blood,” is the declaration of Scripture.
Jesus says, *I lay down my life, that I
might take it again., What life? That
life, I should say, which is ** in the blood "' :
he laid down that life, and he took that life
again, And that would make it seem that
his resurrected body came forth from the
tomb the same ** flesh and blood ** which
was laid there, When this flesh and blood
were laid aside, or what distinetion is to be
made between the resurrection and the as-
cension body of our Lord, I do not undertake
to say. Indeed, I do not even intend to
enter into a discussion, but simply to raise
some inquiries which arose in my mind,

La Porte, Ind. Jxo. F. KENDALL.

’
DR, SHERWOOD'S REPLY.

The above criticism is based on a
remark in our ** Prayer-Meeting Ser-
vice” (Feb, No., p. 253. See also April
No., p. 860, for reply to the criticism
of Rev. 8. G. Blanchard), We have re-
ceived several other letters, indicating
awide interest in the topic. 'We give
Dr. Kendall’s because presenting the
strongest objections made to our brief
remark. This is not the place, and
we have not the space for anything

more than the baldest outline of our
views. The subject is as comprehen-
sive as it is interesting.

1. We assumed in our original
statement that the resurreciion of
Christ's human body was the type
of the body of the saints in the resur-
rection. We have abundant Scripture

rarrant for this. He is declared to
be ‘““THE FIRST FRUITS OF THEM THAT
SLEEP.” Hence, whatever bodily
change ““they that are fallen asleep in
Christ” undergo when He whois the
Resurrection shallawake them into
life, the body of Jesusunderwent in the
tomb of Joseph. And Paul, in Cor-
inthians, specifies some particulars of
that wondrous change. Is it suppos-
able that the body of the first Adam
is raised a more glorious form than
the body of the Second Adam, *“the
Lord from heaver ?" ¢ Christ's resur-
rection was not a mere reanimation
of his crucified form, but a transfor-
mation and spiritualization of it,
which made it at once and forever
superior to all earthly conditions and
limitations. He was a type of all
that was to come after. The Jesus
that rose was the same Jesus that
was crucified and buried, and yet
how completely transformed! It was
only through that revelation which
He made of Himself to the eye of the
soul that Mary at the tomb, and the
two disciples on the way to Emmaus,
and the seven apostles at the Sea of
Tiberias, were enabled to recognize
in Him the same Jesus whose lifeless
body had been so tenderly cared for
by Joseph and Nicodemus, and whose
body had so mysteriously vanished
from the unwound grave-clothes in
which it had been carefully bound
when placed in the tomb. But the
more they communed with Him, the
mére overwhelming became the evi-
dence of His identity and of the re-
ality of His return from the dead.”
(Pres. E. G. Robinson, D.D.)

2. The stress laid by my critic on
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the words, “‘flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God,” is hardly
warranted. Paul, to my mind, uses
the phrase not in a natwural but
spiritual sense.  Flesh and blood are
often used to express *carnality”
and ““corruption,” and it is signifi-
cant that the apostle immediately
added : “Neither doth corruption in-
herit incorruption.” All that he
asserts in the entire argument is, that
the body to be raised will not be the
same body that was buried. He does
not even hint at the distinction be-
tween the “natural™ body and the
“spiritual ” body raised. 1If so care-
ful and reticent on the positive side
of the resurrection body, is it not
strange that he should positively and
unqualifiedly assert the negative:
“Flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God?” To interpret these
words, as my critic does, and some
commentators do, is to do violence
to the spirit and entire tenor of Paul's
statements. Just what the raised
body will be, Panl does notassert in his
letter to the Corinthians, and the Bible
nowhere declares, and hence specu-
lation were vain. Itisthe human body
in its essential elements that is to in-
habiteternity. Thatit will be material,
in distinction from spirit, we believe,
“In my jflesh shall T see God,” was
the triumphant language of Job.
Had Adam not sinned, would not his
body have been immortal? And has
not Christ, by taking our humanity
upon Himself, cleansed, quickened
and restored it? What is there, in
reason or Scripture, to forbid the idea,
that the constituent properties of the
body, free from all the taint and in-
firmity and corruptibility consequent
upon sin and raised forever superior
to all earthly conditions and limita-
tions and so spiritualized (whatever
that be) as to adapt it to the condi-
tions of the new life, will exist in the
future state?

3. The way Jesus took to prove His
identity to His disciples does not con-
flict with our views. Suddenly stand-
ing in the midst of them. thev were
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afraid and took Him for an apparition.
He at once appeals to their senses to
convince them of His corporeal pres-
ence, His identity with the Jesus of
their faith, With Thomas, the test
was even stronger. He put his fingers
into the print of the nails, and thrust
his hand into the wounded side. Will
my Brother tell me how this could be,
it we aretotakeitallliterally,inaphy-
sical sense? if we are we tobelieve that
the body, risen, was the unchanged,
identical body that hung on the cross
and was laid away mangled and bleed-
ing in the tomb? I believe, with
many others, that the human body of
Jesus in heaven will forever exhibit
the marks of the erucifivion, and yet
there will be such a manifestation of
supreme Divinity in connection with
it as shall fill angels and saints with
eternal wonder and thanksgiving.

4. As the Scriptures plainly inti-
mate that the bodies of the saints,
“raised in glory” “‘and fashioned like
unto Christ’'s glorious body,” are im-
mediately reinhabited by their glori-
fied spirits, and received into heaven—
80 in the case of Jesus. Thereisnota
hint anywhere that His body under-
went any change after His resurrec-
tion in asingle element or feature of
it. We trace Him from the open tomb
to Bethany, and while ¢ His hands”
were lifted up in “blessing ™ His dis-
ciples, “He was parted from them
and carried up into heaven.”

We must not confound the body,
in its essential elements and organ-
ism, with spiritual and divine mani-
Jestations, either in the person of
Jesus or of His saints.

Since the above was in type, we
have received a second and quite
lengthy criticism from Rev. 8. G.
Blanchard ; we printed his first crit-
icism with a brief reply in the April
number. We cannot continue the
discussion longer for obvious reasons.
Several of the points enlarged upon
in his last communication are cov-
ered by our reply to Dr. Kendall.
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“TWhen Greck Meets Greek."”

Is not this famous quotation often
misused? Recently one of our best
literary religious journals referred to
the contention of two great English
divines
Ignatian Epistles, characterizing the
debate in their opposing volumes as a
battle between giants, and rounding
up with the familiar line, *When
Greek meets Greek, then comes the
tug of war.”

Does it mean the tug

about the genuineness of the

of war be-
tween giant Greeks sgainst each
other, as one has often heard it ap-
plied to our late war between the
Northern Greek and the Southern
Greek—a combat between brothers of
equal strength and courage; or is it
the allusion to the well-known cus-
tom of the Greeks in close line of bat-
tle touching or joining
s0 as to form unbroken lines of armor,

their shields,

rank on rank, and thus forcing the
tug of war by the strength and com-
pactness of their front?

The line is from Taylor's * ¢
Queens; or, The Death of
der,” where Clytus is made

Rival
Alexan-
to say to
Alexander that Philip was the g
warrior :
I have seen him march,
And fought beneath his dreadful
where
The boldest at this table would have trem-
e
Nay, frown not, sir, you cannot
d

reater

banner,

look me

ul;
w lun(-ln ks ]n)lh(“lln ks, then was the tug
of war,

Thus, does it not
have read our interpretation
into the line until we have made
“Greek meet Greek,” face to face,
when the poet’s conception was ac-
cording to the truth of history—Greek
joining Greek.

How suggestive this old Greek war
custom of that solid and aggressive
unity which should distinguish the
“soldiers of the Cross.” “We, as
workers together with Him,” ete.
Let Christian join Christian in the
brave battle against all wrong. The
“{ug of war” with evil will never

seem that we

wrong

* Nathaniel Lee was the author of these
lines,—~Eps.
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able to lock our
ainst the combined assaults
of sin and Satan,
D. E. BUSHNELL.
Waynesburg, Pa.

come until we are
shiclds ag

“Manuscripts in the Pulpit " Once More.

“The use of the manuscript in the
pulpit,” by Dr. Taylor, in the April
issue, 1 heartily endorse. I would
like to add a suggestion, which will,
I think, help to disarm prejudice
against the manuseript in the pulpit.

One of the arguments against the
manuscript is that ““frequent turning
of leaves distracts attention.” This
can and should be remedied. T offer
the following method, which I have
adopted:

My planis to use perforated sermon
paper; size, 81,x7 inches: 18 sheets,
36 pages, is ordinarily my limit for a
sermon of 30 minutes, The number
of pages will vary, of course, accord-
ing to the rapidity with which one
speaks and the boldness of the chi-
rography. I {ake one sheet, fill one
page and lay it aside; take another
and do likewise, Jaying number two
on the first written page, with the
written side uppermost. I continue
to do so until I have written and
numbered 18 pages. Then turn the
whole and beginning
with the jirst page, proceed as before
to fill all unwritten pages, number-
ing in order, thus the first page after
turning will be No. 19. Supposing
the 36 pages to be filled, the manu-
script is now ready for use. On be-
ginning to preach, lay manuscript on
left page of Bible, move first sheet of
sermon to the right. This will give
you two pages of written material be-
fore you. After finishing these,
move No. 2 as before, placing it upon
No. 1. 'While you deliver No. 3 you

manuscript,

can move that to the right as before,
and have two pages of the sermon
before you again, and so on tiil the
end, when the whole manuscript is
turned and the same process repeated.
Thus you avoid turning leaves, and
have to turn manuscript but once
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durmg the sermon. A little practice
will enable one to so move the leaves
that, other things being equal, a con-
gregation will scarcely detect that
you have a manuscript. T use per-
forated paper, so that after the ser-
mon a string can
passed through the holes and tied,
thus keeping all together, that none
be lost.

Dr. Tu_)’lul' says: “A good, large,
round hand and good jet black ink (if
we only knew where togetat) are indis-
pensable.” Werecommend **Arnold’s
Writing-fluid,”  purchased

is delivered, s

in  pint

i
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the best black itk to be

flows freely, and does not

bottles, as
had, It
mould, Itisof agreencolor when first
used, but after 24 howrs becomes a jet
If I could
not get Arnold’s ink I would use vio-
let, T tried of
years, and liked it much better than
A ten-

black, holding its color,

this for a number
any black ink I had ever used.
cent package of **Diamond dyes
(violet) will make a quart of violet
ink superior to that scld in stores, 1
keep it on my study table, and use it
often in sermon-writing.
Croton, N, Y. W. J. Day.

EDITORIAL SECTION.
HINTS AT THE MEANING OF TEXTS,

A brave word spoken on carth is heard in heavew™

[We began in the March issue the publica.
tion of some of the briefs seat in response to
I'hey
will be recognized by a pscudonym and a ¥,

1 M Salamander —Eps. ]

Revival Service.

NEGLECTERS OF THE

OF PERDITION,

How shall we escape if we neglect

s0 great salvation.—Heb, ii:3.

I. AN INFINITE OPPORTUNITY.
It offers **so great salvation,”

our offer in the February number,

GOSPEL. SURE

Not
bodily, but spiritual 3 not temporary,
but everlasting.

How great in view ol—

1. The heaven, which is the home
of it. From heaven; it leads to
heaven.

2. The heart, which is the scene ol
it. There it cleanses and creates,

3. The hell, which is the want of it.
1I. AN AWFUL INDIFFERENCE,

It sees that some shall **neglect”
even so great salvation.  Keen to save
health, labor, money—everything but
ourselves,

All the reasons are awful.

1. An awful Not
fond hopes failing; but worse—lack
of aspiration.

2. An awful thanklessness, The
precious blood and the eternal life
reveal no indebtedness,

hopelessness.

"

3. An awful recklessness,  Doom
anddebascement known, and hazarded

I AN UTTER IMPOSSIBILITY.

“ How neglect?”
How avoid the penalty pronounced?

1. Flee?
selves?

2. Plead?
vation 1s offered ?
Pay?
enough,—nor eternity long enough.
Der.*

escape, il we

How leave God, or our-
What excuse, since sal-

Our sensibilities not keen

o
DN

Now.

Behold, now is the accepled time: be-
hold, now is the day of salvation.
—2 Cor, vi: 2.

God never says * Behold,” without
showing something worth looking at,
or telling something worth listening
to.  But here a double note of atten-
tion—**Behold, Behold.™  Surely IHe

has something overwhelmingly im

portant to say, demanding special re-
gard.  Repeats thought in varied
language, as if would so fix it as
never to be forgotten.

Impress two thoughts :

L. SALVATION THE THING
SOUGHT.

1. Greatly needed.
sentenced,

Needed now,

TO BE

All sinned and
“Condemmed  already,”
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2, Graciously provided. (1) Divinely
planncd.  ** Deliver, . ransom.”
(Job.) (2) Dearly purchased; gave
“not silver,” etc., but self.

3. Gratuitously proffered. Had for
asking. To be presently embraced
and permanently enjoyed.

II. Now's THE TIME TO SEEK IT.
Double ¢ Now.”

1. Commanded by Revelation. God
ready, and calls now.
mandeth all men to repent,”

2. Commended by Reason. Most
important—first.  'What more impor-
tant?  Conscience, reason, gratitude,

“Now com-

self-interest, say Now,

Why delay. (1) Unnecessary. *“All
now ready.” (2) Unreasonable and
wicked., Rebellion. God
day.” Devil, To-morrow.

3. Unnatural. (1) Dangerous, May
be last offer. (2) Destructive. Ruin-
ous to Evil
strengthened, heart hardened, guilt
Esau. — When Hannibal

says “7To-

conscience, character,

increased,

could take Rome, would not. When
he would, ecould not.
Accept salvation NOW A, M. *

MEETING GOD.
Prepare to meet thy God.—Amos
1v:12,

Thrilling announcement.

Not indicative of hopelessness, but
the contrary. Means first, the neces-
sity; second, the possibility ; third,
an encouragement to do so.

I. Wny SuovrLp WE PREPARE TO
MeeT Gop?

1. Because we must meet Him., No
uncertainty about this, (Phil. ii:10,)
Not like Luke xiv : 18, This meeting
(1) universal, (2) personal, (3) final.

2. Be unfit to meet
Him without preparation,

God holy we unholy. He describes
us, (Jer. xvii:9.)

II. HHow PREPARE?

Great question. Men's methods :
Education, morality, resolution, pen-
ance—*“filthy rags.” (Isa. Ixiv: 6.)

Ciod has told us how : Repent—ac-
cept Christ. No other. (Actsiv:12,)

1. WHEN SuovLp WE PREPARE?

ause we are

Hints at the Meaning of Texts,
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When would you think best ?

God says now.

Why now?

1. Now is the best time,

2. Now may be your only time.

3. No preparing after death—only
judgment then. SHELEPIL*

(2 Cor. vi

Because—

Christian Culture.
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
After a long time the lord of those

servants  cometh and reckoneth

with them.” —Matt, xxv: 19,

INTRODUCTION,

[. A solemn, important subject :—
destiny involved.

2. Theme :—Personal responsibility
to God.

THe ARGUMENT,

1. Dependence of material universe,

2, Providential tendencies ; results
of wrong doing; unfinished justice
here,

3. Soul’s consciousness ; right and

wrong ; choices; motives; lorebod-
inzs,

4. Scriptures : — “Occupy  till I
God.” “He

s \\’4'i_‘;|wd

“Account to
will judge the world.”
in the balances.”

1. NATURE AND EXTENT OF RESPON-
SIBILITY.

1. Proportioned to natural endow-
ments,

come.”

2. Its extent determined by posses-
sions, ’

3. Aflected by our relations in life.

4, Is equal to our opportunities,

II. RECKONING WITH THE FAITHFUL
SERVANT.

1. Talents the gift of God.

2. Immediate and faithful improve-
n.ent,

3. Happy account rendered.

4. Approved and rewarded.

ITI. ReEcKoNING wWITH THE UN-
FAITHFUL SERVANT.

1. His false reasoning: **Thon

reapest,” ete,

2. No improvement of the talent.

3. Account with  shame
and guilt.

4. He was dispossessed and  pun-
ished,

rendered
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CONCLUSION,

1. ““Occupy ™ till the Lord cometh.

2, Then answer with joy His call.

3. The greatest of all thoughts, my
personal responsibility to God (Web-
ster), HuroMENO. *

Communion-P:eparatery Service.
DIPPING THE SOP.

Behold the hand of him that betray-
eth me is with me on the table.—
Luke xxii: 21,

I. A WaARNING AcainsT Hyroc-
RISY.

As Judas reaches out {o grasp the
cup, an exclamation of pain escapes
from Jesus’ lips: * Behold the hand !

1. A disciple’s hand, and dishon-
est, . What he received as a disc iple,
he dealt with as a thief,

2. A friend's hand and false, We
see, in that hand bending round the
cup of loyalty, a forecast of the Kiss.

3. A fool's hand found out. To
act the hypocrite under that eye !

IT. A LESSON IN RESPONSIBILITY.

v. 22, Judas and the Jews carried
out adivine decree, yet the wmalice
and the murder were theirs,

1. God’s will does not force our will,

2. God's use of our sin does not
end the sin,

3. God's doom on our life may be
worse than death,

III. AN EXAMPLE OF SELF-DIS-
TRUST.,

v. 23, Judas had hidden his heart.
The others were therefore in doubt of
themselves,

A salutary fear this, for

1. Good hearts are capable of evil
deeds.  Once on the slope, the abyss
is possible,

2, Greal gifts are possibilities of
guilt, Judas as the best business man
got the office which led to his ruin.

3. Fear of sin is a foe to sin,

SELIG KIRCHE, *

Funeral Service.
THrREE HELPS IN TROUBLE.

Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe also in me.
—Jno, xiv: 1,

Trouble is sure, and so comfort is

seasonable, These sounds of the text
soothe, and make a quict for the rest-
ful truths.

L —Christ names the only CENTER
OF REST—**Believe,” ete.

L. Our true rest, then, is spiritual,
It is ours as we “believe.”

2. It is divine, Believe ““in God,”

3. It is Christian, ** Also in me,”

Thus is God nearer, sweeter, and,
to our faith, surer,

IT.—Christ shows the coming C'IR-
CUMSTANCES OF REST,

First must rest come into the heart
before the heart can go into rest.

I. The rest of home, Within the
“Father's house” is that content of
heart, for which we vainly rear our
roof-tree, '

2. The rest of friendship. Christ
unveils a place of reunion with Him-
self and His,

3. Therest of fortune. The ““many
mansions ' are clustered round the
great court of the palace, Lodged
there we are lifted to princeliness,
and made heirs of God,

I Christ gi
TAINTY OF REST,

'es the best CER-

1. He gives us His personal assur-
ance of vest: “If it were not so I
would have told you,”

2. He gives us  His  personal
achievement of rest: T go to pre-
pare a place for yow.”

3. He promises us His  personal
welcome into rest: 1 will receive
you." Don.*

It Is WELL,
It is well.—2 Kings iv : 26,
Death is not a calamity to the
Christian,
“It is well,”
I. IN ViEw OF THE UNSATISFAC-
TORY NATURE OF LIFE.

“* 1 would not live alway,
I ask not to stay
Where storm after storm
Rises dark o'er the way,"

Paul would say, “To live is Christ,”
and yet he testified, “ To depart and
be with Christ is far better.”

II. In View oF THE HoME PRE-

PARED FOR THE SAVED,
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Of a saved soul transported from o
suffering Lody into i+ presence of
Jesus, it may fitly be said

* Oh change, Oh wondrous change!

Burst are the prison bars!
One moment here so low, so0 ¢

gonized,
And now beyound the stars,"

They are ncver sick there, never
tired, never sin; they never weep,
never die.

I “*Ir1s weLL'

)

WITH THE CHILD

Abandening the Pulpit.
“ 1 am nowdone with the pulpit for-
So writes a clergyman to us

._'\"'l'."
who has great abilities, is positive and
aggressive in his views, and is a most
spivitually minded man, faithful to
his calling, but who, somehow o1
other, has failed to become popula
with congregations, or, perhaps, we

should say, in his case, with
the vpowers in synods and con-
ferences  which  often  determine
the popularity or lack of popu-

Jarity of a clergyman with cong
This clergyman is past fifty
He says that

tions.
and has a large family.
he has tried every fair and honorable
method to succeed in the ministry, but
has failed, and that now he must go
into business or starve,  For a man
witha large family to begin business at
Jifty is, we fear, to starve. We deeply
regret to see such a preacher asis this
one drop out of the miaistry. But
what alternative is there? Ave there
too  many men?  Devoted
clergymen are scarce. The harvest is
still much greater than
laborers rightly to attend toit. What
then This brother's

ase is not an isolated one.  Let us
_have a free conference talk along this
line.

cler

Lthere  are

is the matter?

An Illuminated Conscience Rather,

Sentiment is blind; conscience is blind.
The reason is the only faculty that has
vision; make your appealsto reason.—FEu-
tract from a report of a sevmon.

Is it true that love and conscience
and all other powers of the soul are

blind, save the reason? Is it not

FEditorial Notes.

——————

EDITORIAL NOTES,

CJuni,

OF GOD EVEN IN THIS LIFE.
** Though sorrows like sea-billows roll,
Whatever my lot Thou hast taught me te
say,
1t is \wil. it is well with my soul.™
Because * we know that all things
work together
Thess. v :10.)
IV. ArpPeAL TO THE LIVING.
Is it well with your soul?
M. S.

for good,” ete. (1

K.*

rather true that every attribute of the
soul is the touchstone of truth up to
the level of its development 2 A man
with the musical faculty well de-
veloped hears an oratorio of Mozart
and at once exclaims, *“That is true
What told him so? Was it
No; it was the

music,”
the logical faculty?
sentiment of music within him, A
child is a ereature of sentiment, and
vet a child is an excellent judge of
A man finds usually
If he has beauty in
Liim, ]ll' Sees |u~:|l|!l\' r\'ul')'\\hv.'u: il'

human nature,
what he brings,

he has in him @ moral development,
he recognizes everywhere the evi-
dence of the existence of amoral uni-

We would not underrate the

Verse,
logical faculty, but would urg Fol-
low rather its impulsespringing from
an illuminated conscience than the

the most  carefully

trained logical faculty.,

deductions  of

“Down with the Blue Laws.”

I wish alittle frank talk with you. Taman
Englishiman, but am settled in America, and
am a clergyman,  In common with most Eo-
ropean clergymen, I have no sympathy with
I say, down with the
* Blue Laws™ Ev-
ery man must be a law unto himself, You,
I fear, have gone way ofl to the extreme
Much prosperity has made you mad. You
have waxed fat and kicked, . . . T.E. D.

Now, we hope you feel better after
relieving your mind of all that.  We
have neither waxed fat nor kicked.
Why did you not point out, while you
were at it, just the ** Blue Laws™ you
would down. In Memphis now the
oy Down with the Blue Laws
which close the theatres on Sunday.

Prohibition views,
in this age and country,

18,
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In New Pork, .\l:l)'ul‘ Hewitt is down
on the Blue Laws which close liquor
saloons on Sunday. And the pool-
sellers at Albany are bringing every
pressure to bear to down Blue Laws
which are opposed to gambling,  And
there are some people who would re-
gard the Paris system of legalizing
houses of prostitution as a commend-
able innovation upon the * Blue
Laws.” “Every man,” cry they with
you, “should be a law unto himself,”
So he should be, but he isn't.  * For
rulers are not a terror to good works,
but to the evil, For he is a
minister of God to thee for good. But
if thou do that which is evil, be afraid;
for he beareth not the sword in vain :
for he is a minister of God, a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth

evil,™ It is because the “natural
man " is not a law unto himself that
“the powers that be are ordained of
God to help society to keep in sub-
Jjection the unruly.”

WE remember once hearing Henry
Ward Beecher say: ** The greatest of
these is love; love is the fulfillment
of the law, and includes obedience,
A child that loves with all its heart,
mind, and strength, need not be told
to obey. It will be swift to anticipate
every wish of the beloved parent,  Its
will is to do the will of the one it
loves,”

True of Some Erains, but Not of All.
Do you believe that the brain at about

sixty ceases to evolve new ideas ? I.G.
New Orleans, La.

r Pulpit Treatinent, 540

From Qur Note Book.

A CLERGYMAN: “T am not an unqualified
admirer of Dr. Talmage, but when I read
that masterly written eriticism upon his
preaching which you published in your April
number, I conld not help saying to myself
after each scoring, ** Nevertheless, Talmage

s a fuccess,”

Qur Offer for the Best Skeletons of Sermons

This offer was made in the Febru-
ary issue, and the time for sending in
the manuscripts has now expired. We
have received in all nearly one thou-
sand sermon briefs, Wearve printing,
from those we selected as best in our
Judgment, as fast as our space will
permit. We shall continue to do so
as long as the patience of our con-
tributors and justice to our selections
will seem to wawrrant,  We can print
but a part even of those selected as
worthy of publication,

The Napkin is Mine,

SAvs a clerg

man in a note to us: * Prohi-
bition is oppressive, It is my righit to drink
what T vlease, and I will not surrender a
right of mino,

Justice and conscience must
rale.,” Well, if justice alone must rule, God
help us 3 we shall all feteh up in Sheol sure.
*The greatest of these is charity.,” Loveis
mightier than the law, He who is not ready
to yield his right at times for the good of his
neighbor, is detestably selfish, no matter

what manner of conscience he has. Very
likely the man in the parable with the one
talent was such an one,  He would not have
anything but what was his own, and oh
would not suffer anybody else to have any-
thing but his exact right. He hid the talent,
s0 nobody else would get it ; he knew just
where to find it for he was exact, conscien-
tious, ** Here, Lord,” said he, ** take what is
thine own, This is thy talent ; but remems-
ber, the napkin is mine,"—Quoted from The

Voice,

m— R — -

LIVING ISSUES FOR PULPIT TREATMENT,

New York City Pauper Children.

FAVORITISM TO ROMAN CATHOLICS.
Thow shalt provide out of all the

people able men, such as fear God,

men of truth, hating covetousness,

and place such over them to be

rulers.—Ex. xviii: 21, 23,

Mgr. Rusa C. Hawkins, of New
York, is thoroughly posted on this
subject, and is known as a careful

and reliable statistician. At our re-
quest he has put at our service the
following facts and statistics, show-
ing appropriations under color of law
from the City Treasury to a certain
class of nominally charitable institu-
tions., We invite careful scrutiny of
these facts and statistics.  No one be-
lieves that these enormous sums of
money are entirely expended for the
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support of these classes. These an-
nual appropriations are the source of
immense profit to the Papal Church,
and go far to account for the unpre-
cedented growth of that power in
this city in the way of churches and
parochial schools.

Lulpit Treatmend,

[June,

The (care-
fully compiled from official sources)
are startling as to amounts, instruc-

statistics  referred  to

tive to the taxpayer, and suggestive
to those who are familiar with the
history of the Roman hierarchy.

They are as follows:

A statement showing appropriations made by the State and City of

New York to charitable

institutions under I/‘u‘ caclusive control of the Roman Catholic Church Jor 12 years, from
1875 to 1886, inclusive, paid from the Excise fund so far as applicable and balance (defici-
ency) made up by dirvect tax inserted cach year in the annuwal levy, and chicfly for the sup-

portof children committed by police magistrales,

Institutions. ”’4”””':

Roman Catholie
AN,\IIII". SRS

St. Vincent De Paul's Orphan
A

Orphan
1852

. . 1856
S 1858
New 1863
State o vans .
Foundling Asylum of the Sis-
ters of Charity...
House of the Holy Family,
St. Joseph's Industrial Home
Mission of the Immaculate
Virgin. .. i
St. Stephen’s Home
Asylumof the Third Order of
the Sisters of 8t. Dominick,
St. Joseph’s Home of the Mis-
sionary Sisters of the Third
Order of St, Francis o
St. James's Home..
Dominican Convent of Our
Lady of the Rosary. R
Ann’s Home :
1's Home
's Home., .
Appropriation of 100,000 |
made in 1886 for general de-
ficieney in 1885—the Roman
Catholics got about 85 per
cent,, estimated .

1569
1869
1869

1570
1870

1877

1879
1874

1879
1579
1884
1584

$:25,978 08|
300 00|
14,067 14
205,305 00,

$5,758 06|

1,140 00

10,071 14 X

20,054 73 206,842 04

|

232,458 21| 239,950 84/
540 00|
22070 05|
21500 00
18,475 99

15,404 63

“An examination of these ficures

will show that the average appropria-
tion for each of the 12 years has been
$671,044.04; for every week of those
years, $12,904.69, and for each day,
$1,843.52. I we divide the appropria-

1877,

1984 $19.270 11 $26,655 43 $15,363 06 817,264 59

500 00 650 (0 1, MO N 1,000 00
2100 00 .

50,000 00 50,000 00

1,546 11
1200 00

24103068 44| &
900 (0]
211 10]
16,648 00

2,000 (0

I.umm’ 9,500 00

$16,434
312 5,7
41,184 56
210,081 7 242,000 00, 2,
i | 195,000 00
264,068 2,831,653 K1
11,301
6,800
62,400 &

210,013 00
>

4 21|
41011 70
52,780 41)
1112 12|
L3000 74)
w's14 o7l

P
11, T
17,602 05,

5,000 00( 85,000 00

B1,065,622 65| $8,052,528 48

these institutions ought to have had
in their keeping each day during the
12 years 6,468 persons, the appropria-
tions being based upon an allowance
of §2 per week or 2815 cents per day
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for each inmate, If we make the like
caleulation based upon the appropria-
tion for 1875 the result calls for 4,008
inmates for that year,
and in 1886 the appropriations were
made upon a basis of 10,144 benelicia-
ries cared for every day of that vear,

If the calculations showing
they not
only a remarkable but a most danger-
ous growth of pauperism among the

each day of

these

results are correct, prove

Roman Catholics of our city, and
these liberal donations of public mon-
eys are chiefly responsible for
So |1II|;

institutions can obtain from the pub-

|
the

Cnormous inerease, as these

lic Treasury $2 per week for the sup-
port of each child they can capture,
Jjust so long will apparent pauperism
continue to grow,

The great protit lowing from these
pretended charity operations and ac-
cruing to the Roman Catholic Church
hecame practically apparent during
I'weed's reign,
to the
while he was in power (1869 and 1870),

for we find, by refer-

enee list of *“institutions™

live of them came into existence and
have been drawing large sums from
from
controlled by

the Treasury ever and
1877 1o 1884 nine more,

the same power,

since,

To me the proposition is almost

sell-evident, that while there may be
much charity work performed by the
management of these numerous asso-
ciations, their business is carrvied on
largely in the interest of
the Roman Catholie
Church ; and the appropriations from

money  for
public moneys, to a considerable ex-
tent, go for building churches, paro-
chial schools, or other purposes not
contemplated by the law authorizing
the appropriations.  This particular
lield of industry nas pro\mll SO unex-
pectedly profitable that in a bill now
pending  before the Legislature at
\lbany the part in interest have
had o provisiou inserted extending
the authority to commit to these in-
stitutions under Roman Catholic con-
trol, and others, children up to the
age of 145 the present law providing
only for the committal of those under
12 years.

he money question involved in

Lulpit Treatment. ol
this iniquitous policy, is not of as
much Hll]rlll'l.lll"l‘ as the economie

and moral question. It is a question
which concerns every citizen in the
State  and  society at  la
view of the fact, often prove
the Roman Catholies Tarnish over 80
per cent. of the eriminals and paupers
ol the A‘iiA\' of New York, is it wise
or sensible as a measure of public
policy, having a direct bearing upon
the welfare of our local society, that
these great amounts of money should
be paid to institutions which are con-
ducted with special reference to man-
ufacturing more Roman Catholies,
many ol whom are likely to become
( I'Illllllill\ il“*l |Hl|llll‘|"3..‘

The culmination of this misappro-
priation abuse oceurred in 1886, when
the Board of Apportionment, consist-
ing of Grace, Mayor; Loew, Comp-
troller; Nooney, President of the
Joard of Aldermen, and Coleman,
President of the Tax Commission—
three Roman Catholies and one Ger-
man Protestant—donated to these in-
stitutions  $1,05 H ~There are
thirteen other city charitable insti-
tutions aided from the same source
and organized substantially for the
same object, but under non-sectarian
and Jewish control.  These thirteen
non-sectarian institutions, during the
same period, received from the city
Hn-wnn of $4,467,310.53, that is, $3,-
85,218, 15 less than was awarded to
llu- sectarian Roman Catholic institu-
tions.  And yet it is believed that the
non-sectarian Protestant and Jewish
institutions supported more dependent
children than the sectarian Roman
Catholic,  Of course, there is no
way of accounting for this excess upon
the assumption that it was drawn for
the support of pauper children at $2
per head per week,™

Such astounding facts need no com-
ment.  But they suggest the practical
inquiry, Where is this thing to end?
Whither are we drifting? Will Prot-
estants never assert and vindicate
their rvights?  Will Protestant tax-
payers, groaning in all our cities un-
der the burden of taxation, sitsupinely
and let a few officials and intriguing
Romish priests and politicians trample
on justice and liberty, and rob them
in the name of sweet charity ?

Sectarian and Speccial Legislation.

There are two bills pending in the
Legislature of the State of New York

of a most interesting character, and
which are an outrage on the Protest-
ant sentiment of the country.

Our
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readers will recall the persistent ef-
forts of Roman Catholies in past years
to force the so-called Freedom of
Worship bill through the Legislature,
An aroused public sentiment has hith-
erto defeated that measure,  But the
two bills referred to aim at the same
vesults, and are covert but palpable as-
saults upon our public schools, the
school fund, and religious frecdom.
One of these bills provides for the
“commitment of idle, truant, vicions,
and homeless children™ to the Catho-
lic Protectory of New York, and like-
wise provides that *“the schools es-
tablished and maintained by the New
York Catholic Protectory shall pur-
ticipate in the distribution of the com-
mon school fund in the same manner
as the common schools of the City
and County of New York.” Now, it
is a well-known fact that the chief
object of this Protectory is to secure
to the Romish Church the numerous
children intrusted to its carve, 1t is
entirely and intensely sectavian in its
teachings and whole management.
The bill now pending proposes to place
the purely sectarian schools of the Pro-
tectory on precisely the same basis
as that of the public schools of the
City and County of New York. This
is the point at issue between Protest-
ants and Catholics 5 it is in direct con-
flict with the law of the State prohib-
iting sectarvian appropriations ; and
yet this bill concedes all that is claimed
by the advocates of sectarian Catholic
If this muay be done in one
case, it may be in all: if conceded to
the demand of the Catholic Protectory
of New York, then it must be to the
Kings County Roman Catholic Pro-
tectory, now seeking an act of incor-
poration of the same Legislature, and,
indeed, all over the State.  This bill,
enacted, would be the enfering wedge
for the destruction of our common
school system  as  now  organized.
The State itself, through its
power, would become a propa

of the Catholic faith, and all taxpay-
ers in the city would be compelled to
share in the expenses of Catholic pro-
pagandism,

I'he Evangelical Alliance of the
United States calls attention to an-
other bill, No, 575, equally andacious
in its defiance of the Constitution of
the State, and equally subversive of
American principles.  The bill is to
incorporate the King's County Roman
Catholic Protectory, with a surrender
by the State of the guardianship of
its wards, and a share in the School
Fund, A few items of the bill will

schools,

[June,

reveal its intent.  All children ol

atholic parentage or training shall
be committed to this corporation, and
tonoother.” Poweris given *“to bind
out or indenture in this State, and
alsoin any State in the United States,
the children entrusted to its charge,
the males till 21 and the females till
18 years.,” The corporation is mude
*the guardian of every child bound
or held in service,” and they are to
report yearly the namber indentured,
Sout the names of such elildren need
not be included in said report™ (no
trace of a child after commitment),
“*The schools established and main-
tained by the Kings County Catholic
Protectory shall participate in the
distribution of the common school

Jund in the same manner and degree

as the common schools or public
schools of the city of Brooklyn and of
the several towns of Kings County ;
and such schools shall be subject to
the general superintendence and visit-
ation of the Board of Education of
the city of Brooklyn, but shall vemein
wnder the immediate diveetion and
management of this corporation.”

This is o bold scheme for pauper-
izing children for the benefit of a sect
and at the expense of the people,
similar to what has long been pur
sued in the City of New York., From
the Nineteenth Annual Report of the
State Board of Charities (January,
I886), we give some startling fiwts
bearing on this subject: “In Kin
County there were in August, 1875,
about 300 children in the *Nursery,”
a branch of the Almshouse, These
were at that time transterved fo sec-
tavian institutions, and the number
of dependent ehildren at once in-
creased wondertully,  In August of
the succeeding five years, the number
in the county was as follows:

“IRT6 670

MRS sosanniis R
1,169

1,404

F cooe 1,479

“That is an increase of FIVE HUN-
DRED PER CEN ars, dating
from and including 1 The cost
of supporting these pauper children
rose from $40,000 to $172 The
number in the several asylums was:
Roman Catholic, 1,288 ; all Protestant
denominations, 266 ; Jewish, 17,

In view of such astounding state-
ments no time should be lost and no
effort spared to send up so loud and
indignant a protest to the Legislature
as shall secure the defeat of both of
these obnoxious bills,
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