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(ELEBRATION
BY MASONS

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF ORDER IN B. C.

Great Gathering of Members
Here To-morrow—Dedicate
New Hall.

(From Monday's Daily.)

Fifty years ago, when Victoria was
but a small Hudson’s Bay post, Free-
masonry was first introduced into this
section of the Pacific Northwest, and
to-morrow, in celebration oi that an-
niversary, Masons from many points in
the province, from Washington and
Oregon, and from Saskatchewan and
Alberta, will assemble to do honor to
that memorable occasion, The function
will be of a dual nature, inasmuch as
the handsome new home of the order
in Victoria—the finest in the province—
will be formally dedicated.

In December, 1859, a charter was is-
sued to .the first Masonic lodge. to be
established in British Columbia, a
lodge being formed in Victoria. The
hall in which this historic ceremony
occurred occupied the site of the build-
ing now known as the Bank Exchange,
on the corner of Yates and Langley
streets; and from such modest begin-
ning Freemasonry has grown and flour-
jshed in. British Columbia until to-day
there is no province in the Dominion
where the order is more  solidly en-
trenched, and in respect to Victoria
there is no city in British Columbia
which to-day possesses such a hand-
some and complete lodge building.

Preparations for the celebration of
the anniversary to-morrow have begn
in progress for weeks past, and every
detail looking to the success of the
function has now been arranged by E.
B. Paul, deputy grand master, chair-
man of the committee. Assisting him
were J. S. Salloway, master of No: 1
lodge; J. S. Willis, senior warden of
Nc. 2 lodge; W. J. Warden, master of
Esquimalt lodge, No. 24; and T. A. Fox,
master of lodge No. 49, Victoria. At 4
p.m. the ceremony of formerly dediecat-
ing the new hall will be performed.’ T‘ﬁ
old ‘buflding, which was erected
1870, has been  improved by. the, addi+
tion of ‘a - large wing,.and g?; red and
renovated to an extent wh
forms it into the finest Masonic prem-
ises in British Columbia. ;

The work of effecting the alterations
and improvements was entrusted to
Messrs. Dinsdale & Malcolm, the con-
tractors, and they are receiving con-
gratulations for having made an ex-
cellent job. The undertaking involved
an expenditure cf $17,000, and work was
ctarted in July last. The new "wing,
which is three stories in height, in con-
formity with the old building, has a
frontage of 53 feet on Fisguard street,
and is 50 feet in depth.

The contract, besides the erection of
the new wing, called for the installa-
tion of a heating system and the re-
modelling of the old building. This lat-
ter work was very extensive in char-
acter, the original lodge room being
entirely remodelled. The ante rooms
were all abolished, and the entire area
made available by this alteration was
thrown into one apartment, which
gives a strikingly handsome and spac-
ious lodge room 63 feet by 45 feet in
dimensions.

R. Dinsdale, of the contracting firm,
this morning showed a Times repre=
sentative over the premises. The main
entrance has been changed from ' its
former position, on the. corner, to the
centre of the block, facing on Fisguard
strect. This entrance is flanked by two
massive Corinthian columns carved in
snlid granite, twenty feet in height, the
columns being capped with rich carv-
ings emblematic of Masonry, a design
of lotus leaves being surmounted by.a
globe. N

Entering the building, the visitor-is|

struck with the excellence of the de-
sign of tne interior arrangements, as
every inch of space has been utilized
to the best advantage. On'the ground
floor are two spacious stores, which are
to be let as business premises. Special
attention has been paid to the lighting
of the premises, and they are wide and
spacious to an extent which will make
them very desirable.

The second ‘floor is utilized-to provide
a smaller lodge room, an office for the
grand secretary, ante: rooms, prepara-
tory rooms. and lavatories.

Tha third floor contdins  the main
lndge room, = banquetting hall and
kitchen. The dimensions of the lodge
room have alreadv been mentioned. It

(Cencluded on page 4.)

STEEL PASSENGER CARS
FOR UNION PACIFIC

Road Has Decided to Do
=wav Entirely With Wooden
Coaches.

(Times Leased Wire.)
Neb., Dec. . 18.—Announce-

cific that all future orders for passen-
ger equipment will be for steel cars.
Recently these cars have been given a
trial by the road, which has' deeided
to do away entirely with wooden cars.
Extensive orders for new steel ears 'al-
ready have been placed.

In adopting this policy officials of the
road declare that it is merely in line

with the general policy to do away |

with equipment which is susceptible to
easy destruction in wrecks or fires. The
new steel cars, it is claimed, will af-
ford great®r comfort to passengers, -

simprove working conditions,

ch trans-| 1
refused a demand fora 10 per cent. in-

THREATENS T0
EXTEND STRIKE

SWITCHMEN’S PRESIDENT

f
ISSUES ULTIMATUM

Will Call Out More Men if Rail-
ways Refuse to Grant
Concessions,

{Times Leased Wire.)
Minneapolis, Mirn., Dec. 13.—Presi-
dent Hawley, of -the Switchmen’s
Union of North America, delivered an
ultimatum to the railroads to-day, in

the shape of a public mmouncement:
that unless the striking members of |

his organization were back at work
before ' Christmas, under conditions
satisfactory to them, every switchman
west of Buffalo would strike before
January 1st.

Hawley refused to make public what
passed between him and President
Samuel Gompers, of the American
Federation of Labor, at their recent
conference. The reésults of their de-

liberations, he said, will be giyven out ;
Before the proper ;
time arrives, he “declared, he would |

within three days.

not discuss the matter.
Fail to Agree.
Butte, Mont., Dec. 13.—The situation

resulting from the strike of the switch- ;

men on all roads penetrating the Pa-
cific Northwest is. little changed to-
day.

At a meeting last night the: strikers |

failed to agree upon a tentatiVe propo-
sition advanced that provided for their
return to their positions until an amic-
able settlement of the differences with
their employers could be reached.

The attitude of other bedies of or-
ganized labor here, it was stated, has
exerted a dissatisfying influence, and
had much to do with their failure to
aceede to the wishes of their members
who advocated a temporary return to
work. -~

Telegraphers’ Dispute.

Chicago, Dec. 13.—Charles P. Neill,
commissioner of labor, arrived here to-
day and went into conference with the
committees representing the Order of

dsliway,Teleggaphers and the Illinois

Cerntral railroad. He 1is  acting. as
mediator. .‘Thé raiiread has agréed to
‘ but has

crease in wages.

At® the same ‘time the switchmen’s
union began negotiations with the gen-
eral managers’ committee of the rail-
roads entering Chicago. It is expected
that the switchmen of these roads will
strike unléss their demands are grant-
ed quickly.

Filling Vacancies.
“Spokane, Wash., Dec. 13.—The North-
ern Pacific railway is rapidly filling its
yards with non-union men to take the
places of the striking switchmen. The
officials say they will be in a position
to run all trains by the last of this
week without inconvenience, even if a
settlement of the strike is not effected.
The officials also declare that the strik-
ers never will be given back their old
positions. :

PIONEER DEAD,

Toronto, Dec. 13.—One of the pio-
neers of Western Ontario passeq away
at Thornedale, in the person of James
Laird, brother of Rev. John G. Laird,
of this city, at the age of 83 years. He

is survived by one son, John W. Laird,
of Thornedale, and one daughter.

ACCIDENTS MAR
‘AUTOMQBILE RACE
Two Men Sustain Injuries

Wheén Records Are Broken
at Los Angeles.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Los Angeles, Cal.,, Dec. 13.—In the
six-hour  automobile. race at Ascot
park vesterday, which was marred by
numerous accidents to cars and se-
rious injuries to two participants, the
Stearns, driven by Seoules, won, the
distance made being 293 miles. This
establishes a new coast record for six
bours, the former record of 267 miles
having been made at Ascot park last
May. The Pullman, driven by George
Kussman, was second with 251° miles,
and the Buick, third, with 249 miles.
The Buick led until the sixth hour, and
then withdrew on account of a break-
cdown. "

In the 52nd mile the Apperson Jack
Rabbit, with Harris Hanshue at the

wheel, turned over three times on a

sharp turn, smashing the motor, but
neither Hanshue nor his mechanic
was injured. The Cadillac overturned
at the same spot a few minutes later.
The mechanic was slightly injured,

The Sunset was the next to go cver,
and in this spill the collar-bone of
Driver Leonard McLarty was broken
and Mechanic Bodin suffered a broken
leg and probably internal injuries. He
fs in a critical condition.

AUSTRALIA'S WARSHIPS,

Melbourne, Dec. - 13.—The federal
cabinet has cabled the admiralty ask-
ing that it immediately commence the
construction of the battleship cruiser
which is to be the chief vessel of the
Australiapn unit of the Pavcific' fleet.
The government proposes to proceed
with the construction of the remaining
vessels of the’ unit so that all will be

completed simulfaneously,
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3 ONLY A QUALIFIED FAILURE,
Saanich Emer-—“, The reservoir a failure ! Well, not as an irrigating scheme ! ”

BELD IN CHAINS

REIGN OF TERROR IN
NICARAGUAN CAPITAL |

Zelaya Ready to Block En-
trance of U. S. Marines
Into Corinto.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Blueflelds; Nicaragua, Dec. 13.—It is
learned from an authoritative source
that a reign of terror is maintained_m
Managua, and that not less_ than a})O
persons identified with politics are in
chains in the prisons. S

A Catholic society has been ordered
to cease sending food to the prisoners,
and these may starve to death, as they
are allowed only two cents a day for
food. Corporal punishment is meted
out daily to wvarious alleged offenders.

Zeclaya, to create an impression that
the sentiment of the people of Man-
agua is hostile towards America and
Americans, and recently. ordered Ame-
lio Estrand, a prominent Liberal and
brother of the revolutionist chief, to or-
ganize a demonstration against the
United States, but this he refused to !
do, and Zelaya held him on a fictitious
charge.

Further authoritative dispatches
state that 500 of Zelaya’'s forces have
been entrenched to prevent American
marines from passing o6ver the bridge
into Corinto.

Since last Thursday, when General
4fostrada became certain. that Genperal
Vasquez, 'in command of a portion of
Zelaya's  troops was attempting to
make a detour of Rama:to seize 'an
unguarded river- point: and descend
upon, Bluefields, forces - of ‘the pro-
visional government have 'been acting
with great energy. Rama ‘has  been
occupied ‘and other ‘less’ important
river ' landings have been strongly
guarded. Preparations have been held
in reserve to rush re-inforcements to
any point that may be‘threatened.

Revolutionists Confident.

Washington, D, C., Dec. 13.—Senor
Castrillo, representative of the Nicar~
aguan insurrectionists in this city, has
received a-cablegram from General Es-
trada, head of the revolutionary move-
ment, which declares that the revolu-
tionists -are = strongly entrenched 4t
Rama and that the forces of:President
Zelaya are two days’ march from .the
city. y

The cablegram asserts that a revolu-
tionary victory is certain but that fol-
lowing it, the revolutionists will take
no definite steps until their programme
is approved by the American state de=
partment.

"This is presumed to refer especially
to any decision that imay be made in
the case of President Zelaya should
the insurgents win, ;

SLEET STORMS,

Winnipeg, - Dec. 15.—Heavy sleet
storms in the south and east -have
badly affected wires working with the
east,

CRY OF “FIRE”

.

CAUSES PANIC

THREE WOMEN CRUSHED
TO DEATH IN THEATRE

P

Several Other Women ' and
Number of Children Sus-
tain Injuries.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Cleveland, O., Dec. 13.—Three women
were crushed to death and many other
women and a number of children sus-
taingd injuries last night in a panic
that occurred in the Majestic theatre
following a cry of “Fire.”

The dead: Mrs. Willilam Richter,
Miss Mary Corrigan and Miss Mary
McCafferty.

The panic began when a woman fell
downstairs from the balcony. Some-
one cried “Fire,” and a wild rush im-
mediately began for the exits,

Many persons were knocked down
and trampled upon and others were
crushed in the terrified crowd.

It required the efferts of several
squads from nearly all fire and police
stations to stop the struggling mob.

THREE AXPHYXIATED
IN THEIR HOME

Thief Enters House and Rifles

Pockets of One of the
Victims.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Topeka, Kans., Dsc. 18.—John Rich-
ards, his wife and son are dead here
to-day of asphyxiation. The three
bodies were found by the two younger
Richards, the fumes {rom a gas heating
stove in their home having caused the
deaths.

Indications are that some other per-

son had entered the house, discovered
the bodies and rifled the pockets of
the older Richards.

"INSPECTION OF GRAIN,

Calgary, - Dec. 13.—Calgary has be-
come such a grain centre that the
Dominion government has. decided to
here establish a survey board for in-
spection of 'grain passing through here.
The new board will probably consist
of twelve members, 8ix being appoints
ed by the government and the balance
by the members of the Calgary grain
exchange. This new board will great-
ly facilitate the handling “of grain
here, especially that being shipped
west. At present in case of dispute as
to grade given by local government
inspection, a sample of the grain must
be forwarded to Winnipeg Dbefore a
final decision as to the grade can he se-
cured, ‘

FOUR PERSONS °

LOSE THEIR LIVES

DROWN BY CAPSIZING
OF GASOLINE LAUNCH

Three Rescued After Clinging
to Overturned. Boat For
Seven Hotrs.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Rainier, Ore., Dec. 13.—Four young
persons were drowned and three others
narrowly escaped death in the icy
waters of the Columbia river on Sun-
day when a launch in which they were
riding turned turtle at the Thurston’s
landing. The dead: Miss Selma Hend-
rickson, aged 17; Anna Hendrickson,.
aged 19; Grace Waud, aged 16, and Lee
Barber, aged 20.

The rescued: Pearl Proctor, aged 20;
Frank Kasper, aged 20, and Amos Card,
aged 19.

Late on Saturday a party consisting
of ten or twelve young people from
Maygers, Ore., came here to spend the
evening at the skating rink. When the
rink closed at '10 p.m, seven of the
party decided to return to. Maygers in
a gasoline launch. When they were op-
posite Burton's landing the launch
turned turtle, precipitating the party of
seven into the icy cold water,

For awhile all seven clung desperate-
ly to the overturned boat. The first to
release his hold was Lee Barber. “I'm
awfully sleepy,” he said, “and I'm go-
ing to ‘sleep.” ~'With that he slipped
back into the chilly water and did not
rise,

The next to give up was Miss Selma
Hendricksoh, who held on, perhaps, for
two hours. Soon after her sister Anna
gave up and disappeared into the
water. She was  soon followed ‘to a
watery grave by Grace Waud.

The survivors clung to the boat until
6 a.m., making just seven hours in all,
when the tugboat Burton came along
and rescued them. The trio are little
worse to-day for their terrifying ex-
perience,

CRUSHED TO DEATH.

Man Drawn Into Cog Wheels of Machin~
ery in Mill

South Bend, Wash., Dec. 13.—Joseph
Sietofi, an ‘employee of the Globe mill
here, was drawn to a horrible death when
he was caught between the cog wheels of
the mill machinery, his head being
ground to a pulp before the machinery
could be stopped. .

When the accident occurred Sietofi was
the only workman at the end of the shop,
and his cries were not heard until too
late.

FAR’MER KILLED,

St. Thomas, Ont.,, Dec. 13.—~Thomas
White,. a prominent farmer, iiving a
mile and a half west of Sparta, was
instantly killed while working in W.
B. Cole’'s  sawmill 'at Sparta by being

TUG PICKS UP
' BARKENTINE

BENECIA WAS HELPLESS
SOUTH OF FLATTERY

Vessel Lost Deck Load and Had
Nine Feet of Water in
"~ Hold.

(From Monday’s Daily.)

A wireless message ‘to the Timeg re-
ports that the tug Tyee picked up the
barkentine Benecia at 10.30 this morn-
ing and is now towing the vessel to
Port Townsend. .

The Tyee reports sighting a mass of
wreckage 43 miles southwest of Cape
Flattery.

The wreckage includes a mast and
rigging, the former being painted red.

Lost Deck Load.

Port Townsend, Wash., Dec. 13.—
The life-saving tug Snohomish and the
tug Pioneer are to-day searching for
the -barquentine Benecia, which was re-
'ported by the schoorver Ethel Zane, ar-
riving at Clallam bay at noon yester-
day, to be in distress 170 miles south
of .Cape, Flattery.

-According to the Ethel Zane, the
deck load: of the Benecia had gone and
there “was nine feet of water in her
hold. Shipping ‘men have little hope
of the.tugs :finding the barquentine,
becauge since she was reported severe
storms’ have prevafled and she pro-
bably has been driven several hundred
miles from 'her position at that time.

‘With sails gene and rigging demor-
alized, the advanpce guard of the in-
coming fleet of sailing vessels are be-
‘ginning ' to arrive, after having ‘been
tempest tossed for the past ten days
by the fierce gales that have prevailed
off Cape Flattery and the Oregon
coast. Masters of vessels reaching here
to-day report the recent storms as the
fiercest experienced about this coast in
many years.

Schooner David Evans was towed
here with 150 feet of her deck load

A gowe ‘and-inia leaking: condition, The
Bvans ..sailed from Crays Harbor.'

{When she crossed the bar she encoun-
itered  a ‘‘severe storm, which cdrried
away a portion of her sails, causing
seams to open and it was found neces~
sary to jettison a portion of the deck-
Toad. In her crippled condition she
headed for Cape  Flattery, and suc-
ceeded in sailing up the straits as far
as Dungeness, when she was picked
up by a tug.

Schoonars Rosamond and Ruth God-
frey report hayving had a fierce battle
with the elements. Both vessels had
a portion of their sails carried away
and rigging more or less damaged.
These vessels sailed in as far as Dun-
geness when they were becalmed and
were drifting toward the beach, when
the life-saving tug Snohomish came to
their rescue and towed them to an an-
chorage. 3

Schooners Oceana Vance and Ruth E.
Godfrey have also arrived here. Both
vessels bear evidence of being roughly
handled by the.elements, Portions of
the “sails were carried away and the
rigging damaged.

ACCIDENTALLY ‘SHOT.

(Special to the Times.)
Belleville, Ont.,, Dec. 13.—Roy Bal-
lard, of Chandos, was Instantly killed
while out hunting. He fell and the
riflie was .discharged, sending the
charge into his body.

INDUSTRIALISTS TO
RESUME FIGHT

Supporters and Contributions
Coming From the East
to Spokane.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Spokane, Wash., Dec, 13.—Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn, who in Spokane is re-
ferred to as the Joan of Arc of the
free speech movement, is to-day one of
the most popular women in the ecity:
The young woman who recently was
convicted of comspiracy and sentenced
to serve three months in the county
jail, is out on a bond of $5,000 pending
her appeal to a higher court.

Miss Flynn yesterday addressed a
huge crowd in a local hall, when she
spoke in defence of the Industrial
Workers of the World movement,

Speaking of the movement she said:
“Phe free speech fight will be taken:
up with vigor this week with an in-

contributions from the same sourges.”

All Industrial Workers have been
released from Fort  Wright, having
served their térms.. They are too weak
from the lack of food, according to
leaders of the free speech movement,
to resume the fight at present.

One hundred and twenty Industrial
Workers are still confined ‘in" the
Franklin school. >

Attorney Sent to Jail

The first arrest to be made in over a
week was brought about to-day when
Bruce Rogers, one of the attorneys in
the employ of the Industrial Workers,
was arrested and sentenced to serve 10
days in jail for “unlawful communica-
tion with the prisoners.” Rogers de-
livered a letter to one of the kK W, W,

chught in the fly wheel. “The deceased
wis about seventy years of age,

prisoniers confined in- the #franklin
school.

flow of supporters from the East and:

NINE MEN FOUND _
FROZEN T DEATH

WERE MEMBERS OF CREW
OF LAKE ERIE FERRY

Yawl Containing Bodies Picked
up by Fisheries Boat and
Towed to Erie.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Erie. Pa., Dec. 13.—With her flag at
half mast the state fisheries boat Com-
modore Perry, Capt. Gerry Driscoll,
commanding, brought to this port last
night the bodies of nine of the crew
of the Bessemer and Marquette ferry
No. 2, which left Conneaut, Ohio, on
Tuesday morning carrying 32 men. The
ferry has probably foundered in the
middle of Lake Erie.

For forty-eight hours the Commodore
Perry has been scouring Lake Erie for
traces of the car ferry, but unti) a
tiny yawl was sighted, fifteen rhiles
off this point;, at 11 o’clock yesterday,
the men in the little fisheries craft had
almost igiven up hope of being able te
learn even a portion of the story of
the fate of the big car ferry.

As the Perry came abreast of the
drifting and half water logged yawl,
the men on the fish boat saw that they
had arrived too late. The nine occu-
pants of the boat, which was marked
‘““Bessemer and Marquette No. 2,”” were
frozen stiff. Taking the yawl in tow
the Perry made all steam or this port.

News. of the finding of the ncdies had
reached this city, and thousands .of
persons swarmed the wharves. As soon
as the fish boat made fast a force of
men with tackle set to ' work raising
the bodies to the dock.

Conneaut, Ohio, where- - most of the
men lived, was notified by telephone,
and a hundred residents of that city
arrived in two hours,

The cook of the car ferry was the
only man to wear an overcoat. The
other eight men were dressed in over-
alls and jumpers, indicating that the
departure from the car ‘ferry had been
hurried. In the bow end of thé' boat
was found complete clothing for one
man, and it is believed that the yawl
originally contained ten men, and that
one became, crazed, discarded his cloth-
“ing #nd juraped into the lake! .

of the ‘Keystone Fish Company, ané
the Bay ‘State Iron Works, was a pas-
senger .on the ill-fated boat. His rela-
tives and friends had not given up hope
until the yawl containing the nine was
towed into port. His body has not been
found.

Officers of thel car ferry company
gave up all hope Saturday, and since
Thursday every available tug has been
searching the lake for some news of
the wrecked craft.

Storm’s Toll. i

Detroit, Mich.,, Dec. 13.—With the
practical certainty that the crews of
the steamer Clarion and the Marguette
and- Bessemer car ferry No, 2 have
gone to their doom, the toll of death
taken by wind and wave-since the offi-
dial close of navigation on the Great
Lakes falls but five short of the official
season’s total, Sixty-three men was the
count up to last Saturday week. Last
week’s death list—52 on Lake Erie and
six on Lake Superior—totals 58.

This total of 121 lives lost in 1909,
is not far from four times the total

graves as the result of storm  and
stress.

Speaking of the recent marine dis-
asters, President Livingstone, of the
Lake Carriers’ Association, said  that
this had been one of the most disas-
trous years ‘in the freight carrying
trade on the Great Lakes. “I think it
would 'be better,”” he said, ‘“for all:in-
.terests concerned, if the season of navi-
gation were closed every year on De-
cember 1st.- On an average of years
the carriers would be men’and money
ahead.”

Losses on Lake Erie.

Cleveland, O., Dec. 13.—The terrible
stormwhich passed over Lake Erie on
Wednesday night and Thursday, reap-
ed a harvest of human lives and more
than $1,000,000 worth of shipipng pro-
perty. Late reports show that 59’ lives
were lost, that. four boats were de-
stroyed and that one is aground and
badly damaged.

PROPOSED REDUCTION O
LAND TAX IN JAPAN

Diet Will Also Deal With Tariff
at : Coming :
“Session. A

(Times Leased Wire.)

Tokio, Dec. 13.—That the coming ses-
sion. of the Japanese diet will bé one
of the most important in the history
of 'the 'nation is generally accepted
among these conversant with the ma-
tional policies and problems.  That the
session will be stormy and marked by
much debate, is considered a certainty.
Among the -matters . .that will come
before the law makers for the Mikado's
embire are the proposed reduction of

new labor:law. The proposed readjust-
ment of the tariff and of the commer-
cial laws under which business is
transacted: here, also may be effected.

Reform -also promises to play an un-<
usual part in the deliberations of the
diet.. Among the institutions which
may be affected are the present edu-
cational system and the accepted plan
of railway extension and harbor im-

Albert J. Weis, of thig city; treasurer

of ‘last year, when 33 men found watery -

the land tax and the enactment.of a -

j-prevements undoubtedly will be pro- .

B . " To™




2

GRAND TRUNK
WANTS SUPPORT

PLANS OPPOSED BY
" RIVAL INTERESTS

e e

Question Referred to Commit-
tee of Board of
Trade.

At the regular monthly meeting of
#e board of trade held Thursday after-
noon, a letter was received from
Charles M, Hays, president of the
Grand Trunk Railway Company, ask-~
ing for the support of the board in the
matter of the erection of wharves in
Victoria harbor. He explained that
there was opposition to the plans eman-
ating from their rivals in business.

The matter was referred to the har-
bor development committee, which con-
sists of Messrs. Pauline, Lugrin, Shall-
cross, Boggs and Kingham, the last
mentioned having been added to the
committee in place of Goyernor Pater-
son, who since his elevation to the new
position, will be unable to take part in
the board of trade work. The follow-
ing is the letter: .

Dear Sir,—You will recall, when I
had the pleasure of meeting yourself
and associates on the occasion of our
last visit to Victoria, and you were
urging that the Grand Trunk Pacific
should make progress in its plans for
reaching Victoria. I then advised you
that we had secured the property and
were making plans for the development
of our wharves for our steamship ser-
vise in Victoria, and that undoubtedly
what we proposed would be objected to
by our competitors, when we went be-
fore the department of public works to
secure their approval and that the
rapidity of our progress would, there-
fore, depend upon the amount of sup-
port we would receive from the citizens
of Victoria in the advocating of our
plans, and what it was we proposed to
do. You were good enough to assure
e that we could rely upon the co-
operation of the board of trade and its
members at all times. I now find my
predictions have come true and that
our plans, which have heen lodged with
the minister of public works for his
approval, are objected to by Elliott &
Shandley, representing the Victoria
Dock Co.,, Mr. Thomas Sorby, secre-

tary of the Inner Harbor Association of |

Vietoria; and Messrs. Ewart, Scott,
MeLaren and Kelly -of Ottawa, on be-
half of the Canadian Pacific railway:
I am advising -you of the matter to
account for any delay that may take
place in the carrying out of our pro-
posed plans, and in order that we may
have your co-operation -in obtaining
the approval of such plans and facili-
tating the progress of the worky in
such way as you consider feasible and
desirable, S
Yours. truly,
CHAS. M. HAYS.

CONSERVATIVES MEET.

Officers Elected at Annual Convention
at Kamloops.

Dec. 11.—There was &
representation, embracing over two
hundred delegates, from all sections
of the province, at the annual conven-
“tion of the Conservative Association
which opened here yesterday. The elec-
tion of officers took place at the after-
noon session, resulting as follows: R.
¥. Green, president; W. W. Foster,
Revelstoke, first vice-president; Wil-
liam McKay, second vice-president; J.
B. Williamson, secretary; H. L. Ed-
monds, treasurer; executive commit-
tee, Thomas Sweeney (Yale-Cariboo),
W. N. Carty (Westminster), J. J. Mil-
ler ' (Vancouver), W. Irving - (Koot-
enay), H. Doyle (Skeena), E. E. Lea-
‘gon (Victoria), A. . E. Planta (Na-
naimo):

Kamloops,

T
VESSELS SEEK SHELTER,

Marshfield, Ore., Dec. 10.—The storm
on the ocean is the worst that has been
experienced off Coos Bay for a long
time. Captain '~ Magee, former tug
master, says it is worse than any time
in the last forty years. Four tugs and
several schooners are waiting in the
bay for better weather. Some misgiv-
ings are felt for the, safety of the
schooner Westerner. She came: close
to shore Tuesday to pump out be-
cause of a leak and after temporary
repairs, continued on her way to San
Francisco.

REQUESTS GRANT i
FROM THE DOMINION

Deputation'Waits on Minister
Regarding Selkirk Centen-
nial Exposition.

Ottawa, Dec. 11.—A large and influ-
ential deputation from Western Can-
ada waited on Sir Wilfrid Laura and
other ministers yesterday urging a
federal grant of $2,600,000 for the Sel-
kirk centennial exposition ‘at Winni-
peg in 1912.

Johh Hendry, speaking for the Can-
adian Manufacturers’ Association, and
for British Columbia, strongly endorsed
the request of the deputation, deéclaring
that the exposition would bring people
of Bast and West closer together com-
“mercially, and seftlers from all parts
of the world.

8ir Wilfrid Laurier, in replying, said
the government was in sympathy with
the object of the deputation, but he
was rather of the opinion that if the
exposition was to be in the same class
as other world’s fairs and be a. national
affair, the proposed total expenditure
was too small, while if it was to be in
the nature of & provincial exhibition,
undertaken by Winnipeg and Manitoba,
then a grant of $2,500,000 from the.fed-
eral government was not justifiable. He
said the question would be carefully
considered by the government, It is
« probable that a very much smaller
grant than the deputation asked for
will be made,

‘a satisfactory .arrangement

DOUGLAS STREET
10 GET IGHTS

MATTER HAS BEEN
FINALLY DECIDED

Council Promptly Meets Wishes
of Property Owners in
Scheme.

The city will co-operate with the pro-
perty owners on Douglas street for the
lighting of that thoroughfare on the
lines followed in many of the larger
cities on the continent and already ex-
plained in the Times. There was a large
deputation of owners present at Friday
evening's meeting of the streets,
sewers and bridges’ committee of the
council, when the following report was
read by the city electrician:

With 'reference to the matter of pro-
posed system of cluster lighting on
Douglas street I would say that the
question of efficient street lighting
has been the subject of considerable in-
vestigation by the authorities in the
larger cities of the east, and great dif-
ference of opinion exists as to the rela-
tive merits of the arc. lamp system as
compared with the incandescent, the
former is capable of giving from four
to five times the amount of illumin-
ation obtainable from the latter on an
equal energy consumption, and has
consequently been génerally adopted
for street lighting purposes. The act-
nal candle power available is mot - a
true measure of satisfactory illumina-
tion as the use of lamps of high can-
dle power placed at a considerable dis-
tance apart would not give even light-
ing. In the immediate vicinity of the
lamps, there is present a glare which
renders intermediate points compara-
tively dark by-contrast. The use of
cluster' lamps 'of low candle power
gives very even diffusion. The plan
outlined in the petition is one that is
being. adopted to a considerable ex-
tent, the advent of the Tungsten lamp
requiring a lower energy consumption
for its operation has to a certain ex-
tent rendered possible the use of in-
candescent laips for street lighting
purposes. The cost of -distribution and
maintenance of this system is still far
in excess of the arc lighting series
system, and 1 would not advise a gen-
eral adoption of the proposed system,
but taking into considerition the fact

‘that ‘the appearance ¢i the street will

bé enhanced and.that the property own-
ers are willing to meet the council in
the matter of increased cost I would
respectfully recommend that the . sys-
tem outlined be adopted, provided that
can be
made with petitioners covering the ex-
tra cost involved. The following state-
ment will serve the purpose in making
comparison of costs. To light Douglas
street from Humblodt. to Cormorant
street by means of the usual system of
arc lamps would cost $750- per annum,
(a) Cost of above, using incandescent
clusters, based on 3,600 hours opera-
tion and current at 2 cents per k.w.
hour, would 'bé: Energy, $1,260; lamp
and globe renewals, etc., $1,750. Total
$3,000.

By arranging the wiring to permit of
each alternate cluster being ex-

tinguished at midnight the cost per b

annum would be as follows:
Electric energy
Lamp and globe renewals, etc.. 1307.00

$2250.00

The above estimates are based on a
rate of 2 cents per Kilowatt hour, the
actual rate will be determined from
lighting plant, the reduction of 50 per
cent. on energy supply providéd for in
the agreement recently entered into
will, on the assumed rate, reduce the
costs as follows: ’

(a.) $2,370.00 per annum.

(b.) $1,778.00 per annum,

M. HUTCHESON.

. Mr. Hutcheson was questioned by a
number of the members of the deputa-
tion respecting detalls of the expendi-
ture and gave a full explanation of the
lighting system in vogue elsewhere,
and it was' finally decided’that “the
owners will pay for the installation
of the system and the city will sup-
ply electricity, the cost of maintenance
to be charged against the owners on.a
foot frontage basis on the yearly as-
sessment. The cost of the electricity'is
figured at $1,000 per year.

The deputation thanked the board for
the prompt action in the matter and
before = withdrawing @ Mr. Challoner
asked that the city council should join
hands with the owners in endeavoring
to get the B. C. Electric Company to
do everything possible to assist in the
work of improvement. It was hoped
that the company will consent to-carry
the trolley wires on poles between the
tracks.

ICE COMPANY TRIED
TO CREATE MONOPOLY

Fine of $5,000 Imposed, But
Case May Be Carried to
Higher Court.

New York, Dec. 11.—The Amerlcan
Ice Company late yesterday was found
guilty in the State Supreme court of
violation of the state anti-monopoly
law. The company was found guilty
of restricting competition and attempt-
ing to create a monopoly in ice. The
jury was out one hour and forty min-
utes. The court immediately imposed
the maximum .sentence of $5,000 fine,
under the provisions of the Donnelly
anti-monopoly law of this state.

The conviction is the first under the
new law, and will probably be fought
to the highest court:

Charles W, Morge, convicted banker,
was once active in the company’s af-
fairs.

_ Seventy per cent. of all gold jn the pos-
session of man is in the shape of coin.
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WELCOME, BUT UNNECESSARY.

Kriss Kringle—‘‘Here’s one spot where they don’t seem to need me,”’

i

FOUR MEN LOSE »
LIVES IN FIRE

Stream:of Molten Tar Cuts Off
Their Retreat From Burn-
ing Building.

Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. 11.—Escape cut
off by a stream of molten tar that
f®wed from a vat'that .collapsed, 'four
men were burned to death to-day . in a

fire that destroyed the plant of the

McClintock Refining Company. 5

All but one exit from the burning
building was blocked by the roaring
flames. As the men rushed for this
door, the steaming black mass burst
from the superheated vat and forced
them to retreat. ~Their - bodies ' have
not been recovered. ;

MINERS WILL AID
WOMAN ORGANIZER

Western  Federation Sends
Money to Carry Appeal to
Higher Court.

Spokane, Wash., Dec. 11.—The West-
ern Federation of Miners to-day noti-
fied counsel for the Industrial Work-
ers here that their organization will
stand behind the defence of Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn, convicted on Thursday
of conspiracy in connection with the
Spokane Free Speech movement and
with its own personal funds will carry

land, if necessary. For the purpose of
assisting the girl in her fight for an
appeal $300. was received by her coun-
sel to-day from local No. 1 of the
Miners’ union of Butte, Mont.

“I am certain that I will ultimately
be acquitted,” she said this afternoon.
“I was convicted on false testimony.
As a matter of fact, I admitted only
a small ‘part of what was used against
me in my alleged confession. The
other parts of it came from other pris-
oners of whom I knew absolutely noth-
ing.

“1 would willingly go to jail if I be-
lieved that the Industrialists, and my
father, who is a workingman in New
York, would be benefited by my incar-
ceration, But my punishment. would
do them no good. -Our workers may be
compelled to cease fighting for a while
until the men recuperate from the ef-
fects of the suffering they ‘have en-
dured from the lack of proper nourish-
ment but they will never give up, and
we are bound to win out.”

Miss Flynn's real name is Mrs. J. A.
Jones, and her husband is an Indus-
trialist’ organizer of Missoula.

One hundred and twenty -Industrial-
ists are  still in jail. -As no arrests
have been made in the last five days,
the police believe that they have the
situation well in hand.

On SHORT TIME,

London, Dec, 11.—Notices were post-
ed yesterday at the weaving mills at
the Belton, Wiggan and Lehigh dis-
tricts, announcing that short-time
working schedules would go into effect
next week, ‘“owing to the prohibitive
price of cotton.” Many thousands of
operatives will be affected.

BOX CAR ON FIRE.

Regina, Sask., Dec. 11.—Fire in a box
car threatened rolling stock and buildings
in the C. P. R. yards yesterday. Fortun-
ately the yardman. discoyered the blaze
in time to call the department before:it

gained much headway, and the blaze was
confined' to one car. i

her case to the highest tribunal ‘in the |.
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ALLEGED PLOT TO
‘ ROB RENO BANK

Two Suspects Have .Been

Taken Into Custody by the

' “Police.

San Francts&, Cal.,‘ Dec. 11.—Detec~
tives of the local police departmeént
to-day aré searching for C. A. Smith,
who is alleged’in &) telegram from ‘the

authorities &t Reno, Nevada, of being
an accomplice in what they believe to

‘have ‘been.'arclever  plot: to irob  the

Farmers’ Merchants’  National
Bank of Reno of more than $5,000. The

scheme failed because of the amateur-.

ish ‘methods of the plotters.
Aecording .to the Reno dispatch a
man giving the name of B, J. Raymond

wwas arrested’ in that city following his

attempt to pdass an alleged forged
cheque for $5,860. j
Thomas McCarthy, a Barbary Coast
bartender, was arrested lo-day upon
the receipt of telegraphic advices from

Reno, to the effect that he might be

implicated in the plot. He declared his |’

innocence of any connection with the
affair.

NAVIES OF THE WORLD:

Close Race for Second Place Between
United States and Germany.

Washington; D. C.; Dec: 10.—The
navy year book for 1909, compiled by
Putnam Pulsifer, clerk of the Senate
committee on naval affairs, shows that
the race for second place among. the
ravies of the world is still very close,
as between ‘the United States and
Germany.

Of fighting ships . (battleships and
armored cruisers) built, building and
provided for, the United States has 45
and Germany 46, but the aggregate
tonnage for the United States is 659,-
241, as against 654,434. Germany, how-
ever, has a larger number of small
vessels than the United States, and
her total tonnage is 820,692 as against
785,687 for the United States. Ger-
many’s superioriiy in respect to all
vessels is due largely to her torpedo
boat destroyers;. of which she has 97,
as against 36 for the TUnited States.

Germany also outnumbers in the mat-

ter of large guns, 208 ‘against 180. Of
the fighting vessels bullt and in op-
eration the Amierican tonnage is 73,200
tons in excess of Germany.

@Great Britain is shown to possess
104 -fighting ships, with a - tonnage of
1,480,680. France has 46 fighting ships,
but her tonhage is more than a thou-
sand tons less than that of either the
United States or Germany. The Am-
erican vessels are the only ones car-
rying 13-inch guns, and the German
vessels the only ones carrying 1l-inch
guns.. All‘ the big: guns on - British
ships dre 12-inchers. Thirty-two. of
the United States are of’the 13-inch
calibre. The year book also shows a
total appropriation of $146,138,448 for
the construction of the new navy since
it began in 1883. Of this amount con-
‘siderably more: than - one-third has
been - appropriated in the Jast year,
and was $136,935,198. - The largest ap-
propriation for ghe Spanish war was
$31,541,654.

CASE OF BANKER.
New York, Dec. 11l.—Judge Noyes in

the United States Circuit court grant-
ed a stay of ten days to -Charles. W.

Morse, the convicted banker facing a,

term of 15 years in the federal prison

“at ‘Atlanta on conviction of misappli-

cation of national bank funds, and re-
ferred counsel’s;motion for a new trial

to Judge Hough, wh ]
o Judge Hough, who originally tried .

the ease,

ELECTROCUTED IN STREET
IN SAN FRANCISCO

Special Police Officer Killed
by Live

" Wire.

San’ Francised, Cdl., Dee. 11)<-In an |

attempt to remove a<live’ wire' from
the street where it''had fallen, ‘Special
Officer Theodore ‘Canham was elec-
trocuted early . te-day. The accident
occurred at the corner of Fillmore and
Tsombard streets. Canham, while on
his way home, saw a crowd watching
a hissing’ wire.  Believing that his
gloves would protect him from the
current of the electric wire he grasped
it and was hurled several feet. He was
picked up and taken to the emergency
hospital; but died on the way.

INSURANCE BILL
BEFORE LUMBERMEN

P

Convéntion Condemns Propo-

sals of Canadian Board of
Underwriters.

\

Vancouver, Dec. 1l.—Condemnation
of the proposals of the Canadian
board of underwriters, which is at-
tempting to secure legislation to shut
out the American insurance men, the
adoption of the odd lengths system of
measurement for the ‘higher grades of
lumber, and the passage of a resolu-
tion for trafiic protection on lumber
and shingles, were features of the con-
verition here yesterday of the West-
ern Canadian Lumber Manufacturers.
There were two sessions yesterday,
both morning and afternoon, but the
initial one was of a private nature,
and -devoted to the réception of an ad-
dress by A. D. McRae, of \the Fraser
Mills Company, and a short business
discussion on market conditions. J. E.
Tucker occupied the chair, and the
conference was participated in by
Messrs. Otto  Lachmund, A. D. Mc-

| Rae, B. F. Harris, A. Leitch; R: P.

Alexander, P. Lund, A. R. Cavanagh,
S. 'H. Bowman and E, J. Palmer. In
the afternoon the delegates discussed
“Fire ' Insurance Iegislation,” '*“0Odd
Length” and “Duty on Lumber and
Shingles.” :

A dinner was held in the Dutch grill
in the evening, and this morning the
convention will re-assemble: to take ac-
tion on ‘‘Standard Finished Sizes,” ‘“‘Car
Supply,”’ ‘“Trade Ethics” and “Terms
of Sale.”

The meetings are held in the rooms
of the British Columbia Lumber and
Shingle Manufacturers Assoclation.

TOLL OF STORM.

Fifteen Lives Lost, While Property Dam-
age Amounts fo Fifteen Million
Dollars. : ‘

St. -John’s, Nfld., Dec: 11.—Fiftéen lives
and fifteen. millions in property loss on
land and ‘sea i8 the-toll known to have
been taken by the storm which swept over
Newfoundland and its waters last week.
In addition to the Gloucester, Mass., fish-
ing schooners, many Newfoundland ves-
gels were wrecked.. All the victims of
the storm were Newfoundlanders.

PERISHED IN STORM.

~Waghington, :Dee. 11.-~Not the slightest
trace has been-regortéd 'of the five men
who set out in a whaleboat from ‘the U.
8. S. Marietta in a rowing race ¥ith five
other men from the warship off. Port

Limon two weeks ago. The gig’s ;'Qrew was

Jatér picked up, but'the raceérs 'in ithe
whaleboat are now “bélieved ‘to have lost
their lives. ini the.storm into ‘whichiXkey
ran,

FOURTH MAN

'FOR MAYORALTY

VOTERS’ LEAGUE WILL

BRING OUT CANDIDATE

Meeting Friday Night Delays

Taking Action—Morley
May Be Nominee.

At least four mayoralty candidates
are now assured, Who the fourth man
will be has not been definitely an-
nounced, but it will be a nominee of
The

the Victoria Voters’ League.
league met on Friday in Pioneer hal

for the purpose of deciding upon a
candidate, but a committee which had
been previously appointed for the pur-
pose of making a preliminary selection
and asked
its
work. Speaking on behalf of this com-
mittee, Mr. Parsons said that two well
known men had been approached, either
of whom the committee felt sure would
but
neither of these were in a position to

was not ready to report,

leave to sit again and -complete

be acceptable to the league,

give a definite answer.

‘While the league has been careful to
mention no names, it is desirous that
all’ those in sympathy with its aims
and objects should clearly understand
that they will-haye a nominee in the
field, and that the man they will choose
will not be one of those at present an-
nounced. The name of ex-Mayor Mor-
ley is freely discussed out of meeting,

and it is genérally thought that he wil
be the man whom the league wil
eventually decide upon.

At last night’s meeting Capt. Gould
presided, and there was a large and
representative attendance, The discus-

sions were of rather a dissultory na

ture, but there was no mistaking the
sentiment of the. gathering. This was
that none of the candidates so far in
the field met with their approval, and

that another candidate would be nom
inated on whom they could all unite:

The committee reported that several

of the aldermanic¢ candidates had al

ready been endorsed, and that a pledge
had been pxjepared which these were

asked to sigm. i

R. L. Drury gave a long address on
the present condition of affairs, and
discussed at some length the proposal |
to have a board of control which he

favored very strongly.

A't the conclusion of the meeting the

members: resolved themselves into dis
trict committees to consider the matte
of aldermanic representation.

QTTAWA FEELS SHOCK.

Windows -Rattled and Beds. Shaken in

All Parts of City.

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 10.—A sharp dis

tinct earthquake lasting exactly five
seconds was felt in all portions of the

city to-day. Windows . rattled, bed

were shaken, and particularly in the
southern part of the city the shock was

severe.

Dr. Klotz,
vatory, said the oscillation was on
three-hundredths of an inch of th

garth's particles and moved in easterly-

westerly and northerly-southerly direc
tions.
justment in strain of the earth crust

and took place along the weak lines of

the district.
Reports from surrounding towns in
dicate that the disturbance was local.

GIRL MURDERED.

Body Found ' Under Truck in Yard of

Cartage Company.

Detroit, Mich. Dec, 11.—-The discovery
of the body of Helen Brown, a 13-year-old

girl, under a truck in the yards of th

Whitman Cartage Company to-day re-
vealed a crime that has aroused the citi-
zens to a high pitch of excitement in that

part of the city.

The little girl had been strangled to

death and horribly abused. She disap
peared from her home yesterday. So fa
the police have no clue to the identity o
the brutal murderer..

¥ s s 0 A T i S
BATTLESHIPS COLLIDE.

Vessels Not Seriously Damaged—Cour
of Inquiry to Investigate.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 11.—Prepara:

tions are being made to-day for the call-
ing of a court of Inquiry to investigate the
collision between the battleships Georgia
and Nebraska off the Virginia Capes on
Thursday, while the vessels were engaged
in tactical exercises. The effects of the
colligion were not serious, and the two
ships were able to return to Hampton

roads with the fleet. Rivets in the ar

of the Dominion obser-

He said it was due to re-ad-

INSURANGE BILL
IS DISCUSSE

MATTER REFERRED TO
SPECIAL COMMITTE

M. B. Jackson Rescues Boar
of Trade From Labyrinth
of Discussion.

A long and very complicated discusy
sion took place Thursday afternoo 1
the regular meeting cf the board of
trade over the question of insuran
This duscussion ended by the adoption
1| 0of an amendment to an amendment
which provided ‘“That the subject 1
referred to a select committee to be
nominated by the chairman, and that
such committee report to a specia
meeting called to consider the same.’
This was moved by M. B. Jackson and
seconded by George Carter.

The committee appointed by Presi-
dent Leiser was as follows: Messrs.
Jackson, Carter, Shallcross, Day, Prior,
Forman and E, M. Johnson.

The discussion was opened by the
secretary reading communications from
eastern boards which showed that Win-
nipeg and Montreal boards were
against the proposed legislation.

J. J. Shallcross moved first, “That
this board is of opinion that insurance
companies should not be subject to
special taxes which necessarily in-
crease premiums and form a contribu-
tion from those who insure for the ben-
efit of those who do not insure.”

1 This resolution was carried with only
1| Alderman Henderson dissenting.

Mr. Shallcross then moved a similar
resolution to that carried by the board
on a former occasion when similar
legistion was proposed and which reads
- | as follows:

“Whereas section 71 of Bill 97, ‘An
Act Respecting Insurance,’” now before
parliament, will have the effect of
creating a monopoly and combine of
- | the fire insurance business of Canada:

“Whereas it is admitted even by the
Fire Underwriters’ Association that
- | companies licensed in Canada cannot
handle the total fire insurance business
of the country:

‘“Whereas the assured should have
the right to purchase insurance in the
 cheapest market:

“Therefore be it resolved that the
council of the Victoria board of trade
places itself on record as strongly op-
posing the provisions of the above-
- | mentioned ‘section and urges that no-
I  thing shall be incorporated in the new
insurance act which will restrict free-
dom in obtaining insurance or prevent
'the placing of such insurance outside
‘of mCanada either gdirectiy:“or *through

Forokars®™ T % B
i In.speaking to the motion,iMr. Shall-
- | combine known as the “All Canada
Fire Insurance Association,” the object
of which he claimed was to force rates
s lup to one standard. The punishment
 for the infringement of the proposed
law was very severe, the second of-
fence being punishable by imprison-
ment only. There was discrimination
e | against mutual companies in that they
e | were required to send to ‘the govern-
ment a full statement of their assets
. | and liabilities. He told of oné mutual
company whose rates over a term of
s | years had been only one-eighth of one
per cent.

E. M. Johnson, R. S. Day, and B. C.
Mess spoke in favor of the bill, ; the dis-
cussion taking on an informal tone
much in the form of a conversation.
Mr. Johnson moved, seconded by R.
8. Day, the following amendment:

“That every person, firm and corpor-
ation, sole or aggregate, transacting
directly or indirectly, in the Dominion
of Canada or any part thereof, any
indemnity. business, including life, fire,
€ | marine, accident, burglar, and any and
every other form of money or other in-
demnity for loss of or tg life or real or
personal property, be placed on the
same basis as to money deposit, license
_{fee, tax and any and: every charge,
r | condition, imposition or regulation.”
8 When there seemed to be no way out
1{of the labyrinth of argument, M. B.
Jackson, one of the néw members of
the board, came to the rescue and gave
as his opinion that it would be useless
t | to sénd a resolution to Ottawa unless
the arguments supporting such resolu-
tion went with it. He favored the ap-
pointment of a select committee to
draft such a resolution,

This was supported by George Carter
and ended in the appointment of the
committee as given above.

TWO WOMEN DEAD

mored sides of the” ships were atralned: AND ANOTHER DYING

but the plates themselves were not in
Jured.

FIRE AT MANITOBA

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

Dairy Building and Machinery

Destroyed—Loss Amounts
to $55,000.

e

Winnipeg, Dec. 10.—Fire which broke
out at 8 o'clock this morning in the

dairy building of Manitoba Agricul

tural College, Whiech is situated three
miles west of the city, completely de-:
stroyed: it, together with valuable ma-

chinery it contained. causing a total

loss of about $55,000. No one was sleep-
in the building and the flames
gained headway before they were dis-

ing

covered,

Principal Black’ and students fought
the flames to the best of their ability
and the h{:sa reel was sent out from

‘Winnipeg. \ ‘
The cause of the outbreak is un

known as the building, though isolated,
steam
It was a three-story brick

is .heated . from the central
plant.
building and was erected three year

ago, being the first of the group to be

compilete.

Attacked With Axe in House—
Search for Suspected
Murderers.

Savannah, Ga., Dec. 11.-Following a
horrible 'triple crime in which two
white women were slain and one was
probably fatally injured, bloodhounds
to-day are on the trail of negroes sus-
pected of the bloody deeds.

The dead are: Mrs. Eliza Gribble and
her daugther, Mrs. Carrie Ohlander.

Probably fatally injured: Mrs. Maggi®
| Hunter. :

The three women were alone in the
Gribble home last night when they
were attacked. .

1 When the crime was discovered Mrs.
Gribble and Mrs. Ohlander were dead,
and Mrs. Hunter was unconscious. AN
threcdmad been-attacked with an axe.
Their bodies were badly hacked, and
the home was a charnal house. While
there is little possibility of Mrs. Hunter
living, it is hoped that she will regain
consciousness long enough to give 8
description of the murderer or mur-
derers. X

e One hundred and fifty negroes have
been arrested on qusficlon and lodged
in the city jail. Feeling is intense to-
day, and if the crime can be fastened
s | upon any of the men under arrest, it
‘is highly probable that lynghings wild
take alace before many hours,

icross ,referred to the formvation ofa

l
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NEW STEAMERS
ON: ATLANTIC

CAIRO AND HELIOPOLIS
FOR GREAT NORTHERN

'William MacKenzie Says the
Steamers Will Go on St.
Lawrence Route.

William Mackenzie, president of the
Canadian Northern, who has recently
yeturned to Canada from a trip to Eng-
iand, has purchased two first-class new
steamers to form the nucleus of a fleet
for  the Atlantic trade to be run in
connection with the C. N. R. lines,

The new steamers are the Cairo and
the Heliopolis, which have been en-
gaged in the Mediterranean trade be-
tween Marseilles and Alexandria, and
upon. which the company has for some
time had an option.

It is reported that the Cairo and the
Heliopolis are practically 20-knot

steamers on the Mediterranean, but it

is doubtful if they would make so high
an average speed on the Atlantic.
Their passenger accommodation is of
the highest order, and they are grace-
ful and elegant, of the best French
build. Their high speed, with™ com-
paratively light draught, will, it is be-
lieved; make them specially well
adapted for the St. Lawrence traffic.
They will, according fo present plans,
run between Montreal, Quebec and
Liverpool in.the summer months.

The vessels are of 11,300 tons, 525 feet
long, 62 feet 8 inches in breadth and 27
feet 1 inch in depth.

SUFFOCATED IN MINE,

(Special to the Times.)
Winnipeg,- Dec. 13.—Fire' broke - out
§1, Galt mines, No. 3 shaft, yesterday,
and before it was extinguished one
man named Beresford and ten horses
were smothered to death. The prop-

erty damage is not extensive.

Gold
Filled
Jewelry

For Ladies
and Men

FOR WOMEN

BEAUTY PINS. 25¢ to ..$1 -
BROOCHES, 50c to ....8$3

NECKLETS, $1.25 to ...$4°
GEM-SET NECKLETS, $3
e .$15
CUFF LINKS, 50c to ....$2
WATCHES, $15 to ....825
WATCH CHAINS, $3 to $10
HAT PINS, 25¢ to
LOCKETS, $1.50 to

FOR MEN

CUFF_ LINEKS, 75¢c to ..$3
SCARF PINS, 50c to ...$1
WATCH CHAINS, $1 to $7
FOBS, $1 to .. .. .. ..88
LOCKETS, $1.50 to .. ..$4
WATCHES, $10 to .. ..$25

FREE DEC. 18TH.

Every lady who enters our
store on this date will receive
a solid silver Thimble abso-
lutely FREE,

FIVE PER CENT
DISCOUNT

From now until Christmas
we are giving a coupon on
cash purchasges entitling you
to 5% discount.

sees ssne

‘ Store Open Evenings

W. H. Wilkerson

The Jeweler
915 Government Street
Tel. 1606,

PLACE WANTED by a man willing to do
ordinary janitor's work, look after ani-
mals, or make himself useful about
kitohen baghelor premiscs  preferred;
town o country; at low wages for the
winter, Box 866, Times, as

MANY ACCIDENTS ON
BARQUE LOUDON HILL

Capfain Locke Gives Up Sea
Life After Many Years’
Experience.

The British barque Loudon Hill,
Puget Sound to Dublin,
voyage, according to advices received
from ‘the Irish port. The Loudon Hill,
Captain E. J. Locke, who 18 a.brother of
Captain L. Locke, of the steamer Amur,
reached Dublin on November 13th. Two
men were lost from the craft and the
first mate became hopelessly insane

after -suffering untold agonies for days
at sea with an injured foot. . The vyessel
was battered by storms in the vicinity .of
Cape Horn and was delayed 52 days while
repairs were effected.

The Loudon Hill arrived -at’ Dublin
after a passage of 214 days from the
Sound, and Captain Locke, writing from
Montevideo, said the passage was the
most terrible one of his entire experience
at sea. He will retire at"once and return
to Tacoma, where he will rejoin his
family. He expects to make that city his
permanent home. Deducting the 52 days
spent at Montevideo, the passage of the
Loudon Hill between the Sound and Dub-
lin was 162 days.

Captain Locke says he is through with
the sea and has nothing good to say for
Cape Horn after his years of acquaint-
ance with that famous spot.

H. E. SPRINGER ON
CIL SITUATION

from
had an eventful

PREDICTS DOLLAR
A BARREL AT WELL

Canadian Pacific Company of
B. C. Opens Offices in
This City._

(From Monday’s Daily.)

A telegram to Hugh E. Springer this
morning . from the Coalinga, California,
oil district, says that there is more
excitenrent in the old fields_  to-day
than at any time sgince the boom
started. This is occasioned by the
promise of $1 per barrel for crude oil
at tine well, ;as against 50 cents now.

Mr. Springer ‘is secretary-treasurer
of the Canadian Pacific Oil Company
of British Columbia, Limited, "and
came oyer from Vancouver yesterday
to establish offices. for the corporation
in" “Vietoria. ' He 'is'' quartered at the
Empress with his’ wife and little
daughter and maid.

“I 1gok for big -things in the oil
situation,” said Mr. Springer this
morning. He ‘was just moving into
the company’s new - offices, 638 View
street.

“We people of British Co)umbia don’t
know what money is. Why, when you
see what is going on in California oil
—the millionaires it is making over
night—the sensational profit in  the
business, you are appalled. I just got
back from a trip through the Coalinga
and Midway, ‘California, districts, and
my eyes were certainly opened. Take
this as an illustration: Oil ‘costs 2
cents per barrél to produce; it sells for
50 cents flat at the well; this gives you
a grand profit of 2,500 pPer cent. on
your money. Just think -of it! No
wonder Rockefeller - is ' able to give
away $115,000,000!

“We have two of the choicest pieces
of land, possibly, in the two biggest
oil zones, 40 acres in Coalinga, 60 acres
i1 Midway, all absolutely proven land.
Also the company have 640 acres pros-
pective oil-bearing territory.”

Andrew Gray, of the Marine. Iron
Works, this city, and Thomas Arnot
Ker, Brackman-Ker, are in the direc-
torate “of the Canadian Pacific Oil
Company of British Columbia, Limit-
ed, as are George E. Macdonald, of
Marpole & Macdonald, Ltd., Vancou-
ver, and John N. Redmond, Ppresident
of the Royal Loan & Trust Co., Ltd.,
Vancouver. The corporation is get-
ting ready to offer some of its shares
tc popular subscription.

STEEL STOCKS FIRM.

Sharp Advance in Prices in the New
York Market.

(Times Leased Wire.)

acted with considerable strength' to-
‘day, and a sharp advance in price re-
sulted. The general market was rather
firm with a few specialties from 1 to/.2
points higher ~than - Saturday.

London was irregular for American
shares, and some signs of weakness
were noted, although there was no
great depression in any of the leading
segurities.

The principal movement during . the
day was in Rock Island, Northern Pa-
cific, Amalgamated Copper, American
Smelter, United States Steel and Mis-
souri Pacific. - Rock Island <held the
greatest advance at the close of the
day, being nearly four points higher
than Saturday. :

SUES FOR DAMAGES.

Artist’s Model Claims $100,000 From
Zelaya's Son For Alleged Breach
of Promise.

New York, Dec. 13.—Anibel Zelaya,
youngest son of the president of Nicar-
agua, will oppose a suit for $100,000
damages for breach of promise,
brought - by Juliet Hero, an artist's
model, in, the Supreme court here to-
morrow.

The girl promises to exhibit 100 love
letters, which she says she received
from Zelaya, and.some of which, she
claims, were copied bodily from the
works of Laura Jean Libby and Ella
Wheeler Wilcox.

Anibel Zelaya is a student in the law

New York, Dec. 13—The .steel stocks

department of the Columibia university, |

MAN IS KILLED IN
FIGHT WITH BULLDOG

Body Found'in Pool of Blood
. With Threat Torn
= to Shreds.

New . York, Dec. 13.—The horrible
story of a battle to the death between
4 man and a huge bull dog, in which
the man was killed and left lying in
a pool of his own blood, was told to-
day at the coroner’s inquest into the
death of Carl Limpert.

The dog that figured in the unique
tragedy was the preperty of Libert's
sister, Mrs. Schuerman. It developed
an intense hatred for Limpert, and on
several occasions attacked - him sav-
agely. Despité Limpert’'s advice, the
woman refused to part with- her pet.

Early yesterday when Limpert en-
tered his sister's flat he found the dog
in sole possession. Ferociously the
brute flung himself upon the man, and
for nearly half an hour the cambatants
rolled about on the floor in a deadly
struggle, Limpert unable to gain the
door. ;

Later in the day Limpert’s body was
fcund lying. on the floor beside an
overturned table. His throat was torn
to shreds and his head and shoulders
lay in a fast drying puddle of blood.
The dog, his muzzle stained with a
darkening red and his head and body
bleeding from gashes received when
he had been hurled against the furni-
ture by his;human ‘antagonist, cowered
in a corner.

STRATHCONA RAISED
NEAR HATZIC BAR

Vessel is Beached and Will Be
Patched Up Before Movmg
Farther.

Sternwheeler Strathcona, which ran
on a snag in the Fraser river recently,
has been raised successfully by means
of ropes attached to scows and was
towed to Hatzic bar. She will be left
on the bar until tHe present high water
subsides when steps will.-be taken to
ascertain the extent and nature of her
injuries. ‘The vessel will be tempor-
arily patched up on the bar and will
then be towed down the river, either
to New Westminster or to Vancouver
where repairs will be- made. It is ex-
pected that it will be some days be-
fore the water will, have subsided suf-
ficient to allow of anything being done
to.the hull, ‘and -it: will probably be at
least two weeks before she is on the
ways undergoing repairs.

The new steamer Paystreak, recent-
ly launched for the Royal City Naviga-
tion: Company will probably be on the
Chilliwack run before the Strathcona is
off the ways and it is unlikely that the
latter vessel will take the trip wup
river again. p

The Strathcona was last summer
on the run from Vancouver to ' the
head of the North Arm of Burrard
Inlet and will probably take this run
again at the opening of next summer,

NEW COASTING CRAFT
FOR UNION COMPANY

Irish Built Vessel Coming Next
Summer Will Be Named
Chemainus.

It is now definitely understood that the
Union Steamship Company intend placing
a new steamer on the Coast during the
course of the next year. The vegsel will

be here early in the summer and will be
named .the Chemainus. As stated by the
Times on'a former occasion the steamer

is now being built by: the: Dublin Dock-’

vard Company, where the hull will be fin-
ished.. The engines will be placed in_her
at Belfast and. the -vessel will be com-
pleted there with the exception of the
deck houses, which will be. constructed
on her arrival at Vancouver. ‘

The vesseél, which will have somewhat
the same appearance as the Cowichan,
has been designed by Mr. A. J. C. Rob-
ertson, of North Vancouver. The steam-
er would have been built in the yards
there; a longer time, however, and .  a
greater cost persuaded the company to
have ' the vessel constrfucted. in the Old
Country.  The engines are being built by
MacColl & Company, of Belfast, and will
enable the steamer to have a speed of 123
knots. {

The steamer: will be specially adapted

for the trade on this Coast, in which the
company Hasg had more than 20 years’ ex-
perience. :
- The Union Steamship Co. was origindted
at .Glasgow, but the shares are all prac-
tically owned in British Columbia at the
present time. The steamers of the com-
pany are the Camosun, Cowichan, Cas-
siar, Comox, ~Capilano, Coquitlam and
Coutli, all of which are well known from
Port Roberts to the head of the Portland
Canal. "It "is not known at present on
what run the Chemainus will be employed,
but it is probable that the vessel will
alternate with the Cowichan.

MOSLEMS EXECUTED.

Put to Death for Participation in Mas-
sacres at Adana.

Constantinople, Dec. 13.—Twenty-six
Moslems were executed at Adana on
Saturday and Sunday in connection
with the April massacres. Great crowds
witnessed the executions and relatives
of the condemned men and thousands
of others joined in manifestations of
grief,

= DR, A. W. CHASE'S
"\ CATARRH POWDER 250.

“is sent direct to diseased parts by
lmpfcved lower. Healn tha
ulcers, clears the - air
stops dr ngs in the m

nnanently turu Catarrh and
ay Fever. 28c.

blowar !'ee.

STRONG HELP FOR WEAK
KIDNEYS. :

"Fruitatives" Is the Best Kidney
Medicine in the World.

If people only realized the danger of
Weak Kidneys, and ‘the value of
“Fruit-a-tives,” there would be prac-
tically no Kidney Disease in Canada.

When the kidneys become -corigested
| (too full of blood) -or strained - from
overwork, they ean quickly be made
well and strong again by takinpg a box
or two of “Fruit-a-tives.”

Pain in the back, frequent head-
aches, loss of appetite, sleeplessness,
coated tongue, constant desire to urin-
ate—these are the common symptoms
of congestion of the. kidneys.

The only possible way to relieve this
congestion, is to force the bowels and
skin to rid the system of more waste
matter and thus alow the inflamed
kidneys;to rest and grow.strong again.

“Fruit-a-tives,” being fruit juices,
intensified, soothes and stimulates the
kidneys, and at the same time rouses
the bowels and skin to healthy ‘action.

“Fruit-a-tives,” by their prompt ‘ac-
‘tion on bowels and ‘skin, almost in-
stantly relieves the intense pain ' in
back and promptly takes away every
trace of Kidney Disease.

If you are. suffering with your kid-
neys, .begin at ‘once to take ‘‘Fruit-a-

value of these tablets,
At dealers—50c a box, 6 for $2.50, or

trial size, 25c—or from Fruit-a-tives
Limited, Ottawa.

RECEIVE BARBAROUS
TREATMENT IN MEXICO

U. ' S. "Representative Says
Americans Are Subjected
to Indignities.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 13.—Reports
of barbarous treatment and indignities
to which Americans are alleged to be
subjected in Mexico were contained in
a communication dellvered to President
Taft by Representative Hinshaw of
Missouri. ~ The reports were reviewed
by the president and referred to Sec-
retary Knox.

Hinshaw declared that William Cook,
an American engineer connected with
a Mexican railroad, had been imprison-
ed in Guadaljara without trial. He was
arrested with several Mexicans, and
charged with having looted freight
cars. The Mexicans in a belated con-
fession exonerated Cook, who had
been imprisoned many weeks without a
hearing,

That the English and German flags
were accorded much more respect than
the American, Hinshaw stated, had
been brought to his attention by sev-
eral Americans who had resided in
Mexico. The action Secretary Xnox
will take upen Hinshaw's report is
problematic.

COLD BROUGHT ON
KIDNEY DISEASE

Brandford Lady Suffered Till
Cured by Dodd’s Kidney Pills.

Mrs. A. H. Thomson Had Heart
Disease, Lumbago and Rheum-
atism, and Tells How She Was

Restered to Health.

Brantford, Ont., Dec. 10.—(Special).
—How Colds, LaGrippe and other
minor ills settle on the Kidneys and
develop Rheumatism, Heart Disease,
Bright’s Disease and  other terribly
dangerous ailments, and how any and
all of them are cured by Dodd’s Kid-
ney Pills is fully shown in the case
of Mrs. A. H, Thomson, whose home
is at 48 Albion street, this city.

Mrs. Thomson was, some years ago,
taken with Cold and LaGrippe, and
Straining, which affected her KXid-
neys, and the result was Backache,
Lumbago, Rheumatism and Heart Di-
sease, which caused both her '‘and her
friends grave anxiety.

She had syffered some years when
she heard of cures effected by Dodd’'s
Kidney Pills,: and. bought a box,
which she used with such splendid re-
sults that she continued to take. them
till she was cured. Since then she has
used Dodd’'s Kidney Pills in her own
family and recommended them wide-
ly to her friends, all of whom have
warm words of praise for the standard
Canadian_Kidney remedy, Dodd s Kid-
ney Pills,

Heart Disease, Rheumatism, Lum-
bago and Bright’s Disease are all
Kidney Diseases or are caused by dis-
eased Kidneys. You can’'t have any
of them if you keep your Kidneys
sound and your blood pure. Dodd’s
Kidney Pills make the Kidneys sound.
Sound Kidneys strain all the impuri-
ties out of the blood.

QUEEN CHARLOTTES
AND PRINCE RUPERT

Congratulations Sent to Island
Through Courtesy of
Quadra Officials.

The following wireless report wasire-
eeived this morning by the Dominion
gcvernment wireless station at Gon-
zales. hill, it having been sent from
the Dominion . government steamer
Quadra at present in Prince Rupert
harbor to:'the new wireless station at
lkeda bay: ‘‘Empire offers congratula-
tions to the people of Queen Charlotte
islands through the good work of the
Dominion/government steamer Quadra
now in port, in beéing linked with Prince
Rupert and the world by wireless.”

PREFERENTIAL TRADE,

London, Dec. 13.—The Waest India
committee passed a resolution Satur-
day to the effect that preferential
trading arrangements between the
British West Indies, British -Guinea
and Canada offer the best prospects for
the future welfare and prosperity of
these colonies, provided that the in-
terests of the lndwldnsl colonles are

safeguarded.

tives” and. you will quickly: realize ths‘

‘though every available detective and

FINDS WIFE WHO HAD ‘
MOURNED HIM AS DEAD

Chicago Man  Tells Remarkable
Story_ of How He Recov-
ered Memory.

—

R |

e

Chicago, Dec. 13.—A honeymoon de-
layed three years and a half by the
San Francisco earthquake and fire, was
resumed here when William S, Meyers
told the remarka’ble story -of how he
lost his identity during ‘the earth-
quake  and how it was suddenly re-
stored recently by the horror of seeing
a man ground to death under a train
at Tama, Iowa.

Meyers, who formerly was a general
contractor here, was married in April,
1906, and two days after his marriage
was forced to take a sudden trip to
San Francisco to atténd to some con-
tracting business. He had worked all
night and was still at work on the
morning of the quake, when something
struck him on the head. Meyers said
that he believed he was sandbagged
and robbed. When he awoke he was in
a hospital and could not remember his
identity.

Meyers’ bride became eonvinced that
he was killed in the quake or lost his
life in the fire and for more than three
years she has mourned him as dead.

“I have only a hazy recollection of
what happened to me after the earth-
quake,” saild Meyers. “I travelled
around aimlessly through the West
without any realization of my true
identity. Finally I drifted into Tama,
Iowa, and there I happened to see &
man mangled beneath the wheels of a
train. The hoxyror of the sight and the
blood and the man’s cry must have re-
awakened my mind,

“I immediately recovered my mind
and my memory and at once knew who
I was. My first thought was for my
wife and I think I must have been
thinking of her when I was struck and
wondering how I conld get word to her.
I hurried here immediately, and to my
great joy found my wife very easily.
She had thought that I was dead.”

Meyers and his wife started south
Saturday on their belated honeymoon.

TWO HORSES KILLED
THROUGH ACCIDENTS

off i

V. & S. Train Runs Down One
and Collision on Street
Another.

Through accidents which  pccurred
on_ Saturday two valuable horses were
so seriously injured that tHey had to
be shot. Joseph B#ll, of Saanich read,
had sent a young employee with -a
team along the West Saanich road,

7 when the train from

and at 7 p.m.,
Sidney came along, it struck the
‘horses, which were just about to cross
the track. Omne horse was killed out-
right, but the driver and the other
horse luckily escaped uninjured.
Earlier in thé day a team belonging
to Brown & Coober crashed into one of
Copas ‘& Young's rigs while the latter
was standing at the corner of Simocoe
and Government stréets, and the horse
viag so badly injured that it had to be
shot by Dr. Hamilton, who also dis-
patched the injured animal belonging
to Mr. Bull. The horse driven in
Copas & Young’s rig was the property
of the Victoria Transfer Company,

MURDERER AT LARGE.

Police Unable to Capture Man Who
Killed Bath Attendant and
Robbed Sfores.
cali . Dec.

San * Francisco, 13.—Al-

patrolman of the San Francisco police
force has been detailed to comb the
city in an effort to run to earth the
murderer and robber who for more
than a week has baffled the efforts of
the officers to .capture him, the man
ig still at large and no clue has been
uncovered that might lead to his ap-
prehension:

On, the evening~of December 4th the
man shot William Schneider, an at-
tendant at the Burns Hammam baths,
and held up four drug stores in the
kusiness section of the city.

Last Saturday night, exactly one
week . from the night of the first
crimes, he returned to the drug stoxe,
oi E. B. Gleason, brother of Jack Glea~
san, the -fight promoter, and at the
point of a revolyver, ‘compelled a clerk
to hand over $150 that was in the cash
register.

Yesterday morning the robber called
the Gleason store by telephone and
declared  to Gleason:

“I'm going to return. Next time.if
you don’t have more money in your
till I'll blow your d—d head off.”

More than twenty suspects have
been taken iup by "the police, but the
officers are confident that the guilty
person is yet at liberty.

NOTICE TO MARINERS.
- The hydrographic office at Port Town-
send informs the agent of marine that the
8. S, Jefferson, on Nov. 29th, 1909, passed
a large tree standing out of the water 50
to 60 feet, off Point Cumming, McKay
Reach, B. C.

Also lnﬂormation is issued from the
agent of marine that owing to repairs to
the fog alarm machinery at Discovery
Island the fog signal will not be operated
till the repairs are completed.

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.

Racine, Wis,, Dec. 13.—The big plant of
the Racine - Manufacturing - Company.
manufacturers of  automobile tops and
plano stools, and the Daniel Brothers and
Hood-Hall and Mitchell Bros.’ works were
destroyed by fire vesterday, causing a
loss estimated at $650,000, of which all ex-
cept $50,000 will be borne by the Racine
Manufacturing Company, The latter con-
cern carries $250,000 insurance. The origin
of the fire is not known.

~ Tever Brothers, Totonto,” wﬂl send yors
free a.cake of their famous Plantoi

| Wilet soap, if you mention this paper.

AGNES DEANS CAMERON
'y 30ING TO LONDON

SR

Talented w+-2r Will Contribute
Series of Articles to Daily
S Mail.
ik i

Miss Agnes Deans Cameron is leaving
very shortly for England, where she
enters upon a four months’ engage-
ment with the Lordon Daily Mail to
write a column a day on Canadian af-
fairs. Not only will Miss Cameron
write articles on Canada,.but will by
word of mouth tell the people of the
0ld Land about Canada.

Miss Cameron sails from St. John,
N. B., on the ‘“Tunisian” on Christ-
mas eve.

The writings of Miss Cameron should
have a decided advantage for Canada.

KING LEOPOLD
REPORTED DYING

DEATH BELIEVED TO BE
ONLY MATTER OF HOURS

Heir Apparent is at the Palace
Ready to Take Reins of
,  Government.

O e

Brussels, Belgium, Dec. 13.—King
Leopold is dying, according to an. an-
nouncement by one of his physicians
early to-day. It was stated that the
end is approaching  rapidly, and that
the aged monarch’s déath is but a mat-
ter of a few hours.

Cardinal Mercier shortly before noon
administered extreme unction to the
dying king,

According to news coming from the
palace Leopold realizes that the end is
near. Prince Albert of Flanders, heir
apparent, is at the palace, and has pre-
pared to assume immediately the du-
ties of ‘administration that will fall to
him should his royal uncle die.

Accordlng to Prince Albert, as death
approaches the king’s usual cynicism
has disappeared completely, His entire
thought seems to be centered upon the
future welfare of his country. Drs.
Thier and Stiéson are in constant at-
tendance at ‘the royal bedside. They
announce that to-morrow, if the king
lives until then, they will operate for
strangulated hernia. The acute recur-
rence of the monarch’s chronic trouble,
followéd by the paralyetic stroke that
compelled him to take to his bed, has
weakened his condition so that the re-
sult of the operation is feared even by
the physicians.

The Belgium cabinet is practically in
continuous session to-day.

MORE RAIL STEAMERS
FROM ATLANTIC COAST

Tropea Already Fixed to Load
Lumber at Hastings Mill
for Australia.
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During the past week three more
steamers sailed from the Atlantic coast
with steel rails for B. C. ports. The Brit-
ish steamer Tropea left Sydney, C. B., on
Sunday with a full cargo for Vancouver
and Prince Rupert, and was followed by
the Norwegian steamers Elsa and Alden,
from Baltimore, with rails and steel for
Vancouver and New Westminster. A
fourth steamer will be chartered to leave
Baltimore early in the New Year. All
these vessels have been fixed for Evans,
Coleman & Evans. The steamer Foxley,
which was reported to have been taken
for Vancouver, and which put into Monte-
video in distress, is not going.to that port.

Steamer Tropea has been chartered to
load-lumber at Hastings mill for Aus-
tralia. She ' is - expected on this coast
about the end of March, having left the
Dominion Steel Company’s port at Cape
Breton -en November 29th.. She should
arrive before the Alden and Elsa.

‘SHOOTS HIMSELF. '
3 N
Hardware Man Leaves Note Stating
Frlvohties of Wife Wrecked
His Life,

Spokane, Wash., Dec. 13.—Charlesg J.
Paine, a wealthy hardware man of
this city, committed suicide as he lay
in bed this morning by shooting him-
self through the head.

In a note which wag found in an
overcoat .pocket, Paine ;declared that
his wife was his murderer because of
her irconsistency. - He also declared
in. the letter that she had wrecked his
life-with her frivolities.

Paine and his wife had lived apart
for some time, but recently a recon-
ciliation was effected.

Mrs. Paine was dressing in an ad-
doining room when she heard a shot.
Rushing into her husband’s room she
fcund him dying with blood- gushing
frem a wound in his head. His hand
still tightly clutched the smoking re-
volver.

The woman was taken to the police
slation in a hysterical condition, the
‘police fearing that she would take her
life if released.

FOUND DEAD IN SNOW.

Rosthern, Sask:, Dec. 13.—A Galician
named Waskyl Paulketsch was found dead
one mile west of here. The dead man
with two companions started from town.
where they had been drinking heavily.
The &leigh upset throwing the occupants
out. The deceased fell into the snow, @
sack of flowr falling on his neck and
smothering him.

REVOLUTIONISTS ~
ARE REINFORCED

ESTRADA SENDS
TROOPS TO BLUEFIELDS

Rumor That U. S. Marines Who
Tried to Land “Vere
Fired Upon.
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(Times Leased Wire.)

Bluefields, Nicaragua, Dec. 13.—The
arrival from Greytown of 300 revolu-
tionary troops under General Cham-
arro, who has abandoned temporarily
his siege at that point, has put’ new
confidence into the inhabitants’ “of
Biuefields, and the panic of Saturday
has given DPlace to more settied con-
ditions,

Zelaya's army still lies outside :the
city, but as yet the dictator has made
no general advance. Chamarro’s pre-
sence here may enable the defenders
to withstand the siege until reinforce-
ments arrive from the vicinity of
Rama, where the strength of Estrada’s
army is massed.

No marines have been landed from
the United States cruiser which [lies
off the coast. It was rumored here to-
day that in the event of Zelaya's cap-
ture of the city, the Americans would
prevent pillaging promised his troops
by the dictator.

Marines Reported Repulsed.

New Orleans, La., Dec. 13.—A wire-
less message from Colon this afternoon
says that American marines tried to
land at Bluefields to-day, but were
fired upon.

The report does not say what sol-
diers attacked the marines, but it is
believed here from this report that
Zelaya has cabtured Bluefields.

The city heretofore has been held by
the Estrada forces, friendly to Am-
erica.

The last definite reports from that
region indicates that the Zelayan army
was near Bluefields with orders to cap-
ture and sack the town.

The news during Sunday showed that
Estrada was using every means to in-
tercept such a movement. It was re-
ported that the Zelayan forces greatly
outnumbered the Estrada men in that
vicinity, as the result of the mistake
whereby Remington cartridges were
sent there with Mauser rifles for the
révolutionists.

The Latin-American colony here was
thrown into a fever of excitement to-
day by the report that an attack had
been made on American marines.

Bvery effort is being made to get
confirmation, or denial of the attack.
but  nothing has been heard direct
from Bluefields since early to-day, and
the news-then was not definite.

All day the Nicaraguans here have
been expecting news of an attack upon
the city. Since they have received no
such news and since nothing hag been
heard of the position of the Zelayan
forces to-day, the fear that 'a battle
is in progress has grown.

The wireless dispatch from -Colon
says that only five marines were at-
tempting to land. The wording of the
message has-led to the conclusion that
the marines were driven back to tha
ships.

Mexican Envoy Arrives.

Washington, B. C., Dec. 13.—Enrique
C.. Creel, former Mexican ambassador
to this country and now acting as spe-
cial envoy for his government in the
Central American imbroglio, arrived
here, and will bring his mission before
the state department Tuesday.

While insisting that his government
has abounding faith in the good judg-
ment and sound diplomacy of the state
department, Senor Creel subtly indi-
cated that Mexico was not altogether
in acecord with the vigorous measures
being employed ‘by the TUnited States
government to bring the Zelaya. gov~
ernment to- time.

HAVE NARROW ESCAPE.

Three Men Succeed in Beaching Boat
‘When' Within 100 Yards of Falls.

Spokane, ‘Wash., Dec. 13.—While at-
tempting to cross the turbulent Pend
d’'Oreille river at Metaline, Wash., a
mining camp near Spokane, while the
stream was choked with large cakes-of
ice and driftwood which floated off the
banks during the recent storms,” three
Metaline men yesterday just escaped
with their ‘lives on the verge of being
carried over the falls,

Loaded into. a frail rowboat they
started from the Metaline side to a
logging ‘camp across the stream, poling
the craft. When midway in the river
the boat was caught between cakes of
ice 'and held in the middle of the
siream while the current rushed them
closer to the falls, then Hhalf a mile
away,

After heroic. efforts the men suc-
ceeded in landing within 100 yards of
the falls, all being exhausted by the
strain.

LABOR COUNCIL.

Piitsburg, Pa,, Dec. 13.—Aside from
expressing his confidence that ‘‘some
sort of an understanding would. .be
reached between the American Feder-
ation of Labor and the United States
Steel Corporation,” as a result of the
deliberations of the labor council
which opened here to-day, President
Samuel Gompers, of ' the Federation