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TRIAL
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JOHN WILSON, AtiAs JENKIN itATFORD*

MINtfTES of the Proceedingi ofa Couh-AJ[artial afemb/ed

and held on board His Majefi/s S/&/]^ Bellcifle, <7tH4lifa:it

Harbour, Nov^. Scotia, on Wednclday, 26tlf Auguft,

1807, to try Jenki^ RjirhliD, of His Majejifs Ship

Halifax,y^r Mutiny, DefeHion^ and Contempt, asfetforth

in a Utter from her Cotfimandir, Ttk Right Honora$te

^ord Jamte^ TowWshend.

PRESENT^:

The Hon. Sir ALEXAtfots. Cochrams, K. B. Rear'Admiral of tH^

White» and Second Officer in the Commaod at Halifax* Freftdent,

CAPTAIHS}

JOHN ERSKINE liOUGLAS,
WILLIAM CHARLES! FAHIE, PHILIP BEAVER,

NATHAKlEli DAY COCHRANEr

Be?hg

FRANCIS PICKMORE,
WILLIAM CHARLES!
EDWARD HAWKER,
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Being all the Captains of the rank of Poft at tliis

place.—On the Court affembling, at half pad ten o*Clock
—the prifaiier being brought forward, the evidence
called ovet, and audience admitted, read the Order ad-
^refled to the Prciidcnt from the Honorable Giorgje
CRANFiELDBERKELEY,Vice-Admiral of the White, and
Commander in Chief at Halifax, Nova-Scotia, &c. dated
the 25th of Auguft, and the Prefident*s Order to the

Judge Advocate tb ofliciate as fuch, when the Members,
and Judge Advocate, were feverally fworn, agreeable

to AdI: of Parliament; and.the following letter, con-
taining the charges againft the prifoner, read :

His Majeji/s Shop Halifax^

Halifax Harbarf i^lhAuguJi^ 1807.
Sir,' .

'' "

I beg leave to reprefent to you, that the five men
named in the margin,* belonging to His Majefty's

Sloop Halifax, under mycommand, when fent with a

petty bfircer in the jolly-boit, in Hampton Roads, on
The 7th of March laft, to weigh a kedge anchor, which
had been previoully dropped for the pui pofe of fwing-
ing the fliip by, taking the advantage of the dufk of
the evening, mutinied upon the petty oflicer, fome of
them threatening to wwr^i/fr him, but^ the reft interfer-

ing, they defifled ; however, taking the boat under
their own command, they fucceedcd,in deferting, by
ianding. at Sewe'/s Point.

The whole of the above-mentioned Deferters, thave
fince been informed, entered on board the United
States frigate Chefapeake, and were feen by nie, and
^^'

'

feveral

^ Richd. Hubert, Hen. Saunders, Jenkia Ratford, Geo. North, Wm. Hill.

f

^
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fcvcral of my officers, parading the ftrccts of Norfolk,
ip triumph, under the American flag. A few. days af-

ter the defcrtion, I accoftcd one of thcfe men, Henry
Saunders, alking th? reaf©n of his deferting, and re-

ceived for aflfwer, that he. did not intend any thing of
the kind, but was compelled by the reft to aflift, and
would embrace the fii i\ opportunity of returning-^
At that moment, Jenkin J^atford, one pf the (aid Dp-
ferters, coming up, took the arm of the faid Hen^-y
Saunders, declaring with an oath, th^t neither he, or
any of the reft of the Deferters, fhould return to this

Ihip, and, with a contemptuous gefture, told me, he
was in the Land of Liberty, and inftantly dragged the
faid Henry Saunders away. ?¥

Fmding that my cxpoftulating any longer, would
not only be ufelefs in obtaining the Deferters, but, in

all probability have coUeded a mob of Americans, who,
no doubt, would .have proceeded toftcps of violence,

1 inftantly repaired to the houfc of Coign?:! Hamilton,

(the Bricifh Con.ful there) and related every circum"

ftahce which occurred, and applied to him, asc alfoj to

Lieutenant Sinclair of the rendezvous for Uie United
States fervice, to recover the faid Deferters, but with-

Beitig fince informed that Jenkin Ratford has beeti

recovered, in action, on board the United States frigate

Chcfapeake, with His Britannic Majefty^s Ship Leopard;

and now a prifoner on board His Majefty's Ship Bel-

lona, I have to requeft you will be pleafed to dired a

Ci>urt-Martial may be afleinbled for the purpofe of

trying

^



\tfifi^ the faid JenkiA Ratford, for the within-iDfQti-r

fined charge? of Muiiny\ I^ifinion, aifid Contempu

I baytJ the honor to remain.

Sir,

Tour moil obedient humble fcrvant,

J[.
TOWN$Hj:Nn.

Tt^iheHen.G' C. Berkehy, Vict- Admiral')

cj the White, and Commander in Chi^, >

Vc*^f-^c. Halifax, N^S, \ ,

ThWEvidcnce were thcr» withdrawn, and

The^lieht Honorabk Lord yama Tiwrt/bend^/worn^^

Q. Relate to the Court what comes within your

knowledge of the charges agaiui^,the prifotitr?

A. At the time of the prifoner's deferting, I was on

board the Mermaid ; on hearing a firing of mulketry

kept yp from the Ship* about fix o*Clock, in the even^

•jng on the 7th of March, I immediately returned on

board; when Lieutenant Carter informed me, that

five men had rofe on Mr. Turner, midfliipman, and

dcferted with the jolly4)oat. The next morning, I

fcnt Lieutenant Marfters to Norfolk, to acquaint

Captain HoUis and the Britifli Conful of .the de^

fertion of the men ;—on his return, he repbt^ to

me that he had feen fome of them, one in particul^fj^

Richard Hubert, parading the ftreets, with the Ameri-

can flag, then recruiting for the Chefapeake.—I then

went up myfelf to Norfolk, and told the Briti(h Con^

ful; and finding that the men had entered for the Chefa-

peake, I applied to Lieutenant Sinclair, who was en-

teringj

V i 4
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taring men ibr her ; and recdved foK anfweri th^it ihera

were no men e^itered for than by the names I gave ;

but if any Deierters had entered, I muil apply to the

MagiHrates ; which I did, through the Conful, who,

} believe, applied to the Mayor and Civil Jow^r.— I

alfo applied to Capt. Decatur, who referred me to

Lieut. Sinclair ; but I met with no fu<;ce{k in recover-^

ing the men.^-Imet theprUbner, with Saunders, th^

(x)atfwain's-mate, after my application, and allied therh

the reafon they did not return to the Ship.-r-Sauti»

ders iaid he wpuld ; and immediately went with ine

about twenty yards ; when the prifoner laid hold of hi&

arm, and faid he would be damned if he fliould rem.rn

to the Ship—thj^t he was in the Land of Liberty—tha^

he would do as he liked-^iMid that I had no bu(lnefs>

Ikvith him.^Thf prifoner was^vevy abufive, the words

I do not recollfco:.

Q. What anfwer did Lieut. Sinclair make to yoi»

the fecond time y04 applied tphrm ?

Ao The f^me as before. I offered to point o^t th^

men if he would allow me to go, into the rendezvous^

but to which he returned no anfwer. I faw fome of

the Dcferters^ at the rcudezvoiM t the prifoner was no|

among them. /nj

Q. Was the prifoner abiM!ive to you, pcrfonaUy, oi:

Vras the abufe general i ^ '
i l^

H A. Chiftfly perfonal. >
Q: By Prifoner. Did yo^met fend a gentleman tQ

^all me out of the houfe ? ^
A. Yes.

Q, Did I not come out at the feme time and ftand

- '4%
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at Sa,unc!crs^(* bfickn sdl the time yoji were talking ta

him ? < ,. .

: A» ^ Tov camt'lnto the ilrect about four minutes

after Saunders. -,*..
, , j, is

' The i!vi<<«*ncc now commenced for the Profccutor j

and

Lieutenant Thomas Wren Carter^x^RtOl,) ofthcHaJi-

lax, yrsisfworn.

'Q* Relate what you know refpcefKng the charges

.agi^ihft the prifoncr ?

A.' 'On the 7th of March laft, about fix o'clock in

the eveniiig, being commanding officer, I Tent the

jolly.boat, with Mr. Turner, midihipman, and five men,
to weigh the kedge anchor, which had been laid out

for (winging the Ship. They were a long time there.

1 hailed tliem once to know what they were about,

they anfwered, getting the tackle on board* A fiiort

time after, the ' qi^rtcr»mafter, Dojuglas, tohl me h?

thought they were pulling away : believing they were,

I ordered a fire of muiketr'y on them. That not having

ally effeft, I dire<5ted fpmc great guns to be pointed

and fired; one was, but the boat being nearly out of

fight, owing to the cluik,'and a tender bqloi^ing to the

Bellona, immediately in 'her wake, I was pbliged to

deflft firing,' and faw no more vif her.—As foon as the

hring ceafed, a rouftcrof the Ship's company was made,
when I found that the prifoncr, with the other men *

nlfned in the charge; had deferted. Two or three

'days after the petty officer returned, aud reported, he'

liad been run^away with by the crew*

:^ The
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• The ^JfHopcr having mo queftions M afk, this evi-

dence withdrew ; and

Mr. Robert T'lyner. midihipman, of the Halifax, c il-

led in and fworn.

Q.' Relate to the Ce)urt what you know rcfpedling

the charges againft tlic prifoner ?

A. On the evening of the 7th March I was dcfired

by the firft Lieutenant to go in the jolly-boat, and

weigh Icedgc, anchor ; the prilbner was one in the boat,

with Hill, North, Hubert, and Hc:iry Sounders ; after

we had flioved oft from the Ship and get hold of the

kedge hawfer, and the anchor ip to '^ebows, it came

on to rain very hard, and the weather being thick,,

the men took the boat from me ; when 1 hailed'

the Ship repeatedly, until fijcaced by Bill, who threat-

ened if I hailed the Ship >\Dy more he would knock,

my brairis out, and heave me overboard.— HillXiid

if it had been Mr. M*Gory in the boat, infi^ead of mc,

he would have tanned his hide, and thrown hich over-

board. The inftant the boat landed at Sewel's Point

they all jumped out and left me in her. Saunders

1 think would have returned, if he had not have been,

threatened to have his brains knocked out : I do not

know if by the prifoner in pirticular ; it was amongft

them. After landing I faw nothing of the men until

*>londay, two days after, when I law the prifoner at

Norfolk, with a number of men who had entered into

the American Service. On ,Tuefday I met Lord Towtif-

hend pnd informed him of the circumftances : fliortly

after faw the prifonei^ and Saunders, Lord Townfliend

fpeaking to them, and telling them, that if they would

return to the Ship he would forgive them. Saunders

was



wasin the aftofgomg db;wn totheBriti(h Gdftful*^
with me ; the prifoner faid if he attempted ta retvni
to the Ship, if he was not aWe himfelf, he would get
inore hands to affift in cutting his bloody guts out. ^^ ai

Q. By Profccutor. Did it not appear to yoij thai the
whole tiine I was in converlation ««rith Saunders, an^^
the prifoner, that the latter was very abufive I

A. He was.

Q. Did the Deferter* cut the boat adrift, and {hove.
her from the flior-, mak'ng you juinp out up to youc
middle in water?

A. -After landing, I was left in the boat, the pajn-
tpr was cut, the boat flot ;ed off, and Iji^mped into tha
water, and waded afliore*

Q. Did you obferve the prifoner affift in rowing
the boat, after it was taken from you ?

A. Yes I did, four men were rowing, Saunders
and mylclf were fitting fri the Hern {Jieets.

Q. By Prifoner. Did Saunders go out of the ftern^
'

fiieets to loo)^ for kedge buoy ?

A. He was out of the ftern fhcets but I am not
<;iertain if he had hoU of the hawfer or not. v

The prifoner having n<j further queftioi)s to afk, the
evidence withdrew ; and . .

Themas Douglas^ quarter-maftcr of the Halifax, called

in znd /worn*

Q. ?lclat^ to the Court wha^ you kjiow rcipefling

the charges againft the prifoner ? v \

A. I had the watch on deck, I think about half paft

five o'clock on the evening of the 7th of March. I

¥'^s ilancjing on th> flarboard gangway, whtu the mcij.
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flipped the kedge hawfcr, and got their oars out I

went immediately to the gun-room and reported to •

Lieutenant Carter that the boat was rovUng off from
the Ship. He came up iiMmcdiateJy. I having gontx^

before and got the key of the arm-cheft out of the

binnacle drawer, and took out the mulketa, with a

:

cartouch box, (the ienU7'8 mufket not going off,):

Lieutenant Carter, Mr. Smith, and myfelf, fired as long
as wc could keep fight of the boat. -: tV: - *•? >^' ,

Q. Do you know that the prifoncr was oac of the

men in the boat?
*

^;% , _.. ;

A. I do. .
/

-

.•...» - . . , ( .

The prifoncr having ho qucftions to alk, thecvi*,

dence withdrew : and • .

**

"Lieutenant James Marfi:i TortticlrizTihT^f called in

2ind /worn,

Q. Relate to the Co^^t %h^t you kgow, rcC^^&ing
;he ch^gesagainft theprifoner/l

. _ ^yl^

A. Gu the 7th of March, about fix tn tiie evening^
the prifoncr, and four other nricn, were fent to weigh'
the kedge anchor. Soon after it was reported they
had ueferted. I went on deck and ohferved them pul-

ling from the Ship. Tljfiey were ^red at fevcral

ymcs, but tp no tffc^, IwasXent up to Worfolk the
next morning, with a letter on fervice j Ifawtwoof
the Dcferters, but did not fpeak to them, ore of them
with the American flag, and the other coming out of a
public houfi? ; the prifoncr was notone of them. I know
the prifoncr deicrted on the 7th of March from the Ship.

The prifoncr having no queftions to afk, this evi-

«J?nce withdrew j ana

Mr.
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Mr. George Tmcombe, maftcr*i.matc of the Mclampus,
ciSkd in andyw(9r«.

Qi Relate to the Court what ynu know refpcdling
the charges againft the prifoner ?

' <: i?rr; *;

A. I was on board the Leopard on the 2 2d June as
a. paffcnger, and was ordered on board the Chefapeakc
with Lieutenants Falcon and Guife, to fearch for Dc-
ftjrters. After the hands were fent on deck, I was
ordered below to fearch, and found the prifoner iti the
coal-hole

; he was taken on the quartcr^leck, and known
by Mr. Prefton, Purfer of the Leopard, as being dif-
charged from her to the Halifax.

Q. Did the prifoner deny belonging to the Hali-
fax? . .

A. He faid he was an American, and did not belong-
to the Halifkx. ' - ^
Q. On your going on board the Chcfapeake, did you

hear any converfation that paffed refpeaing Deferters,
whether they acknowledged or denied having any ? '

A. The Captain of her faid, he did not know they
had any Deferters on board.

'

Q. iid the prifoher ftand on the Chefapeake's
books by his prefent naine, or by what other ?

A. I thijik by thenamc'ofWilfon.

g. Previous to the aaion between the Leopard
and the American frigate, do you know, if there was
ariycorrefpondence, by lc*:er, between Captain Flum-
phreys, and the eommander of the Chclapeake, to de-
mand the Deferters then on board her ?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you hear any thing that paffed after the
correfpondence between Capt. Humphreys and the
^^liciapca&c r A

& \
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A» 1 did hear Captain Humphreys fay. Comma-
dore Barron you muft be aware of the neccffity I am
underof complying with the orders of my Commander
in Chief. He replied, you may do as you pleafc.

Q. Did you und^rftand that as a refufal to comply
with Captain.Humphre/s wifhes to have the Etigli^
Defcrters given up from the Chefapcake to the Leo-
pard ?

A. Yes.

Q. How long was it from the time of firft fending
the boat on board the Chefapeake, until the aaio^i
commenced ? .

A. The boat was oil board the Chefapeake about
three quarters of an hour, wh^n the fignal was rtade for
her from the Leopard ; ftie returned in about ten mi-
nutes after, with a letter, which Capt. Humphreys took
into the cabin, and read ; then ordered the gun* to be
primed, fired one gun athwart her bows, and then hailed
as before, to which a iimilar reply was made : Capt.
Humphreys then ordered the fire tocommcnoc, begift-

ning with the foremoft gun on the lower deck, and
gave her abo^t three broadfides,

Q. Were the crew of the Chefapeake muftered pre-
vious to the finding of Ratford iq.the coal hole ?

A. No ; not until afterwards.

Q. What other delertcrs were ta%|n put of the Ar
merican frigate ?

: ,iu« v

A. Three belonging to the Melampug.
Q. Were there many Engliflimen muttered on

board her? .

A. About twelve men and boys.

Q. Were any of ihofe EngUihmcn demanded, or

any
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/any <5tW then dcmtMcd, or taken ;*at, incept ;§^ru;yi

•defertcrs ?

A. No.

The prifoncr having hb queftions to afk, the evi.

sirc^writhdrew ; and
' Mr. frgderick Pbillipi^ midftiipman of the Bellona,

Jworn,
'

Q. Were you doing (^tity on board the Leopard it^ time (ii the controrerfy betvireell her and the Amc-
Hcan frigate CHeiapeake ?

At Yes. v V
'

' '

Q- Relate to the Court whi^ you know rclpc£tiDg

ihechar^e^i againft the prifdher > '

'* ^'

A. 'Vi'lien I went on bo^d the Chciapeake, I faw
the prifoncr ftanding, or leanin«T, againfi one of the
carronades on the (juarter-deck.—t loiow he was taken
but of the Chefapeafec to the Leopard.

The prifoiier having no ^eftions to afk, the cvii

deuce ^hdr^w ; ahd
Mr. James Simfjon Weill, Clerk of the Halifax,

called in, and /worn,-^He produced the complete

book o£ the Halifax— iWdre " to its correflnefs, and,

by direction of the Gotwt, pointed out to the Judg(5

Advocate, the five men, ftated by the chargd to have
deferted, wbifh he did as follows :

Richard Hubert, liuliiiaker, borri in Liverpool,

England, aged 22.

Henry Saunders, ycomaii of the fheets, born in

Greenock, aged 26.

Jenkin Ratford, ordinary, born in Ix>ndon, aged 34.

Kinfale, aged 27. William

t

)
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- "Wiliiam Hill, able, borit in PhiUddphiaj aged ai.-ii
Entered at Antigua. '

'

Q. Do you know the prifoner to be one ofthe
iiien you have now named ?

A. Yes I do, by the name of jenlda Ratford.

Q. Have you any reafon for believing the prifoner
to be born in London ?

A. J think t was prefenv when his defcription was
taken, arid he gave the place of his birth, London, him-
feif.

^

The prifoner having no queftidns to afk, the evi-
dence withdi-ew ; and
Mr. yames Baikie, Secfetafy to ViceiAdmiral Berkeley^

fworn to the following letters being true copies of thofe
fent to theCommander iii Chief; when they were read„
8Rd are as follow :

r To JOHN ER^INR DOtJGLA§, t&(^ij,E,

Captain ofHis Majeftfs Ship BelJona, and SenitrOficeri

•* .
-

. "

' His Majeft/sShipLeiDpgrdt atSea^

In obedience to your fighal this morning, to weigK
and' reconnoitre, S. £. by E. 1 have the honor to ac-
quaint you, that having arrived off Cape Henry, to the
diftancc of about fotir or five !edgu«s, I bore up,' purfu^
ant to orders from the ComL^i .der in Chief, to fearcfc
for Defcrters ori board the United States frigate Ghefa^
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t^ke. On arrivii^^ within hail, an Officer wai dif-

patched according to my inftru<^ons, to Ihe wr the Order
to her commander, together with the following Note
from myfelf :

'* The Captain of his Britannic Majclly's fiiip Leopard,
has the honor to enclofe the Captain of the United States

frigate Chefapeake, an Order from the Hon. Vice-Ad-
miral Berkeley, Commander in Chief of his MajeftyS
fliips on the North American ftation, rdpeding fomc
Dcferters from the (hips (therein mentioned) under his

command, and fuppofed now to be ferving as part of
the crew of the Chefapeake. .

-

** Ths Captain of the Leopard will not prefuutne to
iay any thing in addition to what the Commander ia
Chief has ftatedj more than to exprcfs an hope, that eve-

rycircumftance refpeding them may be adjufted, ia

fuch a manner, that the harmony fuWifting between the
two countries, may remain undifturbed.**

The boat, after an abfence of three quarters of an
hour, returned with the following Anfwer :

•' I know of no fuch men as you defcribe ; the ofEcers

that were on the recruiting fervice for this fhip, were
particularly inftrudled by the government, through
me, not to enter any Deferters from his Britannic

Majefty's Ships ; nor do Iknowof any being here.
*' I am aifo inftrudted, never to permit the crew of

any fhip that I command, to be muftered by any other

but her own oiEcers ; it is my difpofftion to prcferve

harmony ; and I hope this anfwer to your difpatch

will prove fatisfaclory.

(Signed) JAMES BARRON,
Commander of the Uniwd State? Ship Cheiapesike."

On
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On the receipt of this letter, motjvc$ of humanity,
and an ardent dcfirc to prevent bloodlhcd, induced me
if poffible to endeavour to make the fearch without re-
curringto more ferious mcafures, by repcatediv hailing
and remonftrating without effe(5b. 1 then dirc(rtcd a fhot
to be fired acrofs the bow ; after which he was again
hailed, the anfwers again were equally evafive ; conceiv-
ing therefore, that my orders would not admit of devi-
ation, I lament toftate that t felt under the ncceffityof
enforcing them by fiong into the United States fliip ; ^
few flirtt were returned, but non6 ftruck this (hip—at the
expiration of ten minutes from the firft (hot being fired,

the pendant and enfign of the Chefapeake were lower-
ctl. I then gave the neceffary direc'tion for her being
feardicd, according to my inftruaions, and herewith
fend you a ftatement * of the number and names of
the Deferters found on bOiM. Sfcveral other Engliih
fubjears compofed part of the crewof the frigate, but as
they did not claim fife proteaion 6f the Britiihflag, and
not within the limits ofriiy orders from the Comman-
der in Chief, I theitfore allowed them to temain.

After the fearch had been made, and previous to fe-

paration,

*
^;A^^f'"/'"^.'>»J'>^':^f andforming ixs a part of the Cre^ of tU

willta:./! ware. r
'

DANIEL martin; ( „. „ . MELAMPt,,
JN. strachan, ^w^x storyJ

""^m"*^'-

JN.WILSON, aiia.JENKIN RAXfORt).-^: m. s. HAUti^.
(Signed)

;« •
,

S. p. HUMPHREYS,
,.-„.y,^ , „„.^ A.TU|5aru, « ufu, 2za ju»e, J ¥07.
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parati(in, the Captain fcnt nic the annexed Note j*

which, with ity anfwer,f I have the honor to fub-
join ; and

*iave the honor to be,

Sir,

Your moft obedient, humble Servant,
S. P. HUMPHREYS.

* ^<»ty »! a LeUer from Commodore Barron, to Captain Humphrev« I

" SIR,
^ ^ ^

** I conflder the Frigate Chefapeake as your Prize, and am ready to
deliver her tc any officer authorifed to receive her.~By the return of
the Boat 1 /liall expeft vour anfwer ; and have the Itonor to be,

SIR,
. Your moft obedient.

Humble Servant,

JAMES BARRON.**
^ii'fa, 22d June, 1807. /

t ANSWER—
" His Moj(fty's Ship Leopard, at Sea,

22d June, 1807.
"SIR,

J
» 7

.

<« Having, to the ntnmofc of my power, fulfiljcd the inftfuf^ionsof my
Commander in Chief, I have nothing more to defire j and niuft, in confe-
quence, proceed to join the remainder of the Squadron ; repeating, that I
am ready to give you every affiftance in my power, and do mofl hncerely

, deplore, that any hves (hould have been io/t ;n the execution of a fervice,
which might have been adjufted more amicably, not only with refpt<3 to

' ourfelfes, but to the Nations to which we refpe<aively belong.

I have the honor to be,

SIR. '

Your mod: obedient, humble fervant,

S. P. HUMPHREYS.'*

Ser]emt Rid'ard'Frodfiam, of the Royal Marines, of

His Majefty's Ship Bellona, called in and fworn, to

truly anlVver what he knew of the prifoner, as allb^

to fuch queftions as the Court might alk him.—-Had*
' hicard the charges read.

,.

Ji.
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Q. Do you know any thing of the prifoncr ?

-A. 0*ly that he wgs confined on board the Bellona^
is a Deierter from the Halifax.

Q. Were you on board His Majetty*s Ship Chidicftcf
in the Chefapeake doing duty as Serjeant of Marines ?

A. Yes— I was lent from the Beliona to His Majcfty's
Ship Chichefter, on the i oth November, 1806, and re-

mained there until the 15th March, iSo;*

Q. I)a you know ofany Dcfertcrs from Fort Nelfon
being claimed by the American Commandant ?

A. Yes.

Q. Relate to the Cbui-t tlie particulars.

A. In the early part of February laft, the dliichefier
being along-fide the wharf at GoTport, in Virginia, I faw a
party of foldiers, under arms, confifting of the [Comman-
dant of Fort Nelfon, a Serjeant, Corporal, and four
I^rivates, coming from the Fort to the Wharf, along
fide which the Chichefter Was laying.—-Having etitered

the gates, they proceeded to Captain Stopford's Lodg^
ings

J when 1 was fent foi", by him. aftd aflbed whether
there were any deferters ©n board from the Fort I an,.

fwered, there were not any.—The Captain faid, " there
are three, are there not," and direded me to give them
up to the perfon I fuppofcd the Coromandant.—I, with
he afliftance of the Officers, fearched the (hip, but could
not find them, and reported accordingly to the Captain :

who then oMered all hands to be turned up, in order to
fearfch more particularly, as he was determined to give
them up.—I, with the Matter, and other Oncers, re-

newed thefearch : and,at the expiration of an hour,two
Were found under the Stores in the hold, the third w^s
found in one of the Store-houfcs, under the fails. Cap*
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tain Stopford dlreAcd Mr. Brooks, one of the Middii^-
mcnofthc fhip, to be confined, for telling Captain
Saunders that he thought ir was not right to give up
their' defcrters when they wculd not give up rturs. The
Deferters, were then put in a boat, and taken, by the
American Captain and Guard, to the Fort—Their names
Nvcre, Wm. Bum, a flioemakcr by trade, an Irilhman,
born in Londonderry ; Wm. Jones, a weaver by trade,
born at Manchefter, in England ; the name, or place of
birth, of the third perfon, I do not reco'lcift.

Q. Do you know of any of the crew, or fupernu*
tneraries, deferting from the Chichefter, and entering
Into the American Military Service.

A. Yes—Convalefcents, who came from the Regi-
hlentSi &c. in the WeflJndies, for recovery pf their
health.

•' Q. Relate the particulars.
,

A. Robert Simpfon and Francis Sedgewick, of thd
Royal Artillery ; Wm. Phillips, Corporal of Royal Ma^
fines, belonging to the Chichefter ; Benjamin Withers,
of the 1 5th Regiment of Foot j and, John Mahoney, of
the 37th, defertedfrom the Chichefter—fome of which
cnHfled, in the Englifh Unifotm, into the American fer.
vice, and were afterwards feen by me in the American
Military Uniform—Simpfon and Mahoney were Irifti-

men, and Withers and Phillips, Engliftimen, from the
County of Lancafter—I do not know what^countryroan
Sedgewick was, but has repeatedly heard'them all dev
Clare, they were ftrangers ta the United States.

The Evidence withdrew ; and
Captain John ErJ^ine Douglasy of His Majefty *s (hip



Q. Was y.oii Senior Officer of HiflMajefty% Ships]
^n the Chcfapeake, when the men, ilatcd bythelaft
witncfs, defcrtcd from the Chicheftcr.
A. I was Senior Officer,

Q. Did ypu make any application for thdfe Men ^
-A. I did make application, but they were not given

up; and, to the bed ofmy recollection, the anfwer giver*
was, " ifany defcrters from the Englifli fervicc have en,
teredmto^he American fcrvice, they have been fcnt,
with a detachm^nr;" in to the country."
The Prifoncr was now caUed upon for his dcfenc(t <

havmg been told, at the examination of each ^itnefi
that he might afk any ^^ueftions he pleafed.—After re-
tmng, for a ftiort time, with the Judge Advocate, he
returned in^o Court, and ftatcd-that the Fvideficd
brought agamft him was foftroBg, there was but littldi

Ju. I.
*.'" ^^^%»»Ws defence? but that the reafon

ot bis hiding in the coal-hole, was for fear of the Amcri-W5 making him %ht againft hi^ country, which he
declared he would not do on any account ; :hat he,>
with all the men who defertedfrom the Halifax, were
perfuaded by the Boatfwain to enter for the Chefapcake,

Tn^Tl '^^?/t^^'
^^i^^ ^^^y did : Lieut. SincSat*^

alking them if they had not a fecond name. AbouT
30 men went *n tlie firft draft with him to the GhZ
pea^e, when Captain Qordon mufiercd them, and theywere muftered again in Hampton Roads by rhe Com-modorc. He requefted. leave to call on^ Evidence in

T^Jt-'^f'"''
Officenifor a charaacr^and tb.n h/threw himfelf on the mercy of the Court.

ires hf iTi ^'"""-^f
^^''^^' '^''^ P"°^ '^ ^he Char-

^an
-~-"^'^^/'' ^rii^vcu nimicuas a quiet fteady

* '

Mi;.
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Mr. Turtifr called in again, and rchiinded that he \!irag

ilill on hi oath.

Q, By the Prifbner. Do you Te^o\k£t my throwing
jny oar ^crofs the boat, jii.d hot r()^ying after the boat
had been pulling fome time for the fliore, aqd after

pthers called out ** pull away."

A. I do not. The Prifoner pulled away as the others

did.

Lieutenant C^r/^, of the Halifax, -nn being called on
for the Prifoner's character, ftated, that all the time he
yras in the Sloop, he conf»dered him a lleady, fober, at*

tcntiveman, and one he could have cntrufted on ihore.

Lieutenjmant Marjien had known the Frifoner all

the time he hj^d been in the Halifaj:—^neve^; knew any
thing againft him—hp was fober and attentive, and oc-

cafionally with working parties on (hore.

The Prifonerhaving nothing further tooiFer, the Court
adjourned, from the quarter-deck, to confider of the evi-

dence they had heard ; and, after maturelyand deliberate-

ly weighing the iame, were of opinion, Tha^ theGharges
againft JenkinRjitfordwcre proved, andadjudgcd himta
fuffer death,by beirighung at the yard-arm of fuch one o^
^iis Majefty's Ships, and at fuch time, as the Comman-
der in Chief at Halifiax ikall dired : which fentence, be«

jng figned by each Member, and the Court aflembling

again on the quarter-deck, the Prifoner being brought
forward, and ths witnelfes and audience adpiitt^d, was
read by the Judgt Advocate accordijigly.—After which
the Prefidcnt addrclled xS? PrifoMer ?n nearly the follow-

ing words:
*' YOU have pCn a ard the awful »Sentence o/ the

Court
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Court—You have been fouhd guilty of deferting from
the fervice of your country,- hkh, at all tiiiies.is highly
criminal

:
if it was poffiblc to make it more fo. U h, at

the prcfont crifis. when Creat-IJritain \^ ftruggfiug for

'

her very exiftence. ,, ,; „

" Your deferring froKi the Halifax, and entering in-
to the American Navy,, has been attended with moft
fenous and unfortunate confe<|ucnccs, affcding the peace
€>^ botli countries. .

*' rh« oflfences of which you h^vc been found guilty,
are uf fo flagrant a nature, that I cannot flatter you
with the leafi hopes of pardon : I, therefore, e^rneftly^
rv^^ommepd your employing the fhort time you may
hfeve to live, in making your peace with Heaven.

.^y
All who ^e now prefent, and have witneffpd this

Trjal, as ,w«3llas the Crews of others of His Majefty's
Ships, piuft be convinced of the heinQqg ^rime of defer-
tion: ntior^ particularly fo, when it is attended with
mutinous and contemptuous behaviour to your Officers
—the fate of the unfortunate Prifoner will, I ^ruft,. Unk.
deep into yovr minds, and pvevent the continuance of
an offente ft). hurtful to your country, and difgraceful
fo ,^h$ ch^ra^er of Britilh Seamen/'

^

^

On Monday morning lart, at a quarter paft nine
o'clock, the fentence of the Court-Martial was carriect
iflto efFed at the fci e-yard-arm of Jtiis Muiefty's Sloop
9f War Halifax,

^ ^

REMARKS,
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)

WHILE ih* American News-papers have, for two mbmha
^u r ?*^

.*'i rj
"<*/«^-«ehoca the a&ir of the Leopard an4

Chefapeake-whUe Town-Meetings have been affembled throughout
theUnwn.^aooftnngs of Rkfolutions framed, io which each have
endeavoured to out-do th<^ others in vioJence and inTe<aivc againft the
Emiftj Navy and Governmeot ;-the Prefident of the United. States,

A^ Avx^'^'h ^W^ ^^'^ °^ ^*^''' '^^^'9^ «'»'» '" his poflcffion,
and the difclofure of which; would have fbrnifhed the public mind with
a^jutt ground of thinking and afling. has. fay the ProclarnatioH h* ifTued
(though couched in terms ofinfidious moderation) mifled the Publicinmd

?
incrcaied th«! ferment occafioned by the partiaUnowledge of

tb« faar wlijeh led. to the tranfaaion complained of. and; to ufe his
^We^philolopbical expreffion, fet alJ parties afloat on ^Uh te^.-

' \s theviofence of the ftorm has in fome meafure fubfided ;-the
Refb!ut,on»,'(>3tu,ns and^ Toaft, gorte harmfefsly by, it is highly pro.
babie, that plam. undifguifed fads may now be Kften.d to- ; W
that the minds of men, which have been excited to indignant expreiR-'
OD8, by falfeftatements of fea,. may feel the decepflon^hat has*^bee„
praaifedon them, andturn with no lefs indignation on their deceiveri.r—11 this, fomctimc* takes place in Countne? where thfe wiH of th* •

people IS not the fupremf Jaw, it is much more likely to hanpen in »£oumry. where all power emanates from the people j and where Li-
•

bcrty IS indulged to the extreme of Licentioufnefs. -
In the Proclamation, iffucd by Mr. JelTerfon, he ftatee. « that this

« enormity was not on/y without provocation or juftifiafale caufe, bto

?hLTw"'*^f ^tJ*"- !T*^ P«rpofeoftaki4g by force, froni^^n'

«
S>? of War of the United States, a part of her ww;. and that «q

*. nr'/J'r fl ?
""'^ '

J^'u - 1'""/ *° ""^^ itscharaacr, it had been

L^fliT^- ??''"'!'*'" thefearaen deaiaiided were native Citizens'« of the United Starts."

that^rJl"?Vu^
perfon fu^ofe, froT^thi, ftatement of the Prefident.

that the conteft between *e Leopard and Chefapeake, was folelv oc
cafionedby thedemandoftwoor ,hree feamen, who before the failing

Vnt^SuteH
beea dearly afcert^ined to be Citizens of tlj

Would it be fuppofed,for a moment, that the following Order of the
Honorable Vice-Admiraf Bfrkeley, a copy of which was delivered
to Commodore Barron, could have been in his poff*:ffion ? Or, can itheimagmed that Commodore Barron,, in making b,. Report to the
Prefident of this tranfaaion, ihouJd have omitted to make that Order
9 part of his Report? -as*
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BY XW HONORABLE
' feEORGE CRANriELD B£RKiELET,
rtce-AdmiralofthcWhiU, an^ Commander in Chief of Hi, MMy^

"

Sh^s and Vejth employed in the. River St. l^wtnce^.t^tiXa^
ofNova-Seotta, the JJlands of St. John and Cape Bret^tSeBai
of ^unJy, and at, and about, tk IJland of Bcmmda^ or S^merl*

WHEREAS mwy S?;imen, Subjeasof Hi. BrUafc Majeftw,

...
a"<l/«'-vwig in H.s Majefty's Ships and ypfly«.„a8 per margin;* >

w|,.e at anchor m the Chcfaneake. deferted aodentetUX^ board the
l^ned States fngate the Chsfapcakc, and openly,pmdcd the Itreets of ,

by the Magiftrates of the town, and the rccruiting-officer be^^giaf lo the
above-njt^l^uoned American f.ig.t«; which Maglftrates«na Naval Ofl[i.

•2;'/ r rf"""^ '.^"^ \P'
"J.'^'*"^*'

demanded by K.-s BntannJc Ma. .S h^^'fr'
*' *'"

^. **i^
^*P'''-" °^ *^« ^^^ fr°"' which the faid,

SK A i;^'."^

:'7The Captains and Commande.sof HisM^jefty'.
febips and Veflels under myCommand, are, therefore*hereby required and^ircaed, -ocjd-eof meeting with the American frigate Chefapeakc. at

^^^tt"^ li-Hs of the Uuited States, fo (hew to'Tca;!

e ter.fl. .K w'''
'"^

'-^ '^"^^^ '""^^'^"^ his Ship for tht'De-

ite rlr a^H%^ ?TT°"^^ «fdto proceed and &arch for

k JT ' ^^* ^""'f
'^'™^"'^ ft«>uld iie made by tho American,^

i to be permmed to fearch for any De&rters from their Servi^ ac!

';^ wi^e^::;!
''-^'-' ^-^^^^ ^-^>--- ^f^^^e

G/A-iTjy a«^. ,„^ ^^p^ at BAtivjn,
f^o^a,Scotia, the \Ji day ofyune, 1 807.

G. G. BERKELEY.To
(Signed)

?j^erefpc<ftive Captains and Commanders/
of His Majefty's Ships and Veflcls on f
the North Araer^car Station. J
Selleifle, BeUona, Triumph, Chiche0, JJalifa^, and Zen,iia, fCatter.)

1 he fafts developed m the interefting Trial of fenkin Ratford (h^M.beyond ail controverfy, that D<^fertions from hi, Majefty\ Sht if t^^

JuWlh^Im'""
'"^/;/-^f""y, -couraged! aid thaKc^n!<uit of thc,^Amencaa Officers en.ployed in their recruiting fervice,

has I
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has been fuch, that Aey l^ave ndt onlvenlifted our men und^i the vert
eyeof^heir Officers, but when applied to for the delivery oftWrn.thcit
anfwers have been'unifornily evafive and prevaricating. '

The Prefident aCerts, « that this enormity was without provocation
"orjuftifiable caufe" and adds, « that A<j/fe/W//j. qnderfuch circum,
«* ttahces cedes to be a dutyr**

ThfSe uffcrdom we will examine feparateFy .—and in order com-
pletely to refute the firft, we (hall merely (bte the treatment whicf^
C*ptam Stopford, •!" His Majefty's Ship Chicneffe rsceived.

Early in Febroary, the Commandant of the American Fort Neifon,
accompanied by i.file of men, called at Capt. Stopford's lod|in«s, and
informed hin? that three men had defertedfrom tht Fort, and were on
board his Ship, and requefted they might b^ delivered up Captaio
Stopford mftantly complied with the requeft of the American Com-,
mandant-i-fent an order to fearch the Ship, and on iijs being reported
to hirathat the men could hot be found^ he went on board himfelf,
had his crew muftered, and the Ship fo effeaually Jnipefted, that two
ot the roeq were ..found concealed on bdawi, and the other in a flcire-hdufa

^
contiguous,—-They were-immedi^tely dehvered up to their Oificer.and
taken to the Fort—And, what renders this tranfaaiori more deferving
of notice, is,, that ofthe men delivered ^p, one was an Irishman, and ano-
ther a native of Manchef^er,—Mr. Brooks, midfhiprhan, fbiiog to 'Capt^

.
S»underi that he thought it wrong to deliver up theSj men, as the AmcriJ
cans, would not deliver up Briti/h Deferters, was'iinmediatelv put under*-
arjcll \)y Capt. Stopford, who was detei;mined not to be preveiited by
the mifcondua ofothers, from doing what he thoupht was proper and
gentlemanly. '

.

;» r r .-^

L,etus now minutely attend to ti»e conduft of Capt. Stopford oq
this occafion :-^Did he. enter into a nice difcuffion of the right he had
to retain thefe Anerican Deferters ?—Did he go with Mr. Maddifon.
into all the windings at! d turnings, contained in his nonfenfical jargon'^
ofinftruftionS trardt.iicted on'thisfubje«5t toMr. Monroe i* Or, did he
urge a reafon, which' he migijt with mor& propriety have offered, that
the men in ^uefHon, were born ia^ls Majerty's Dominions ?—No :

he had rccourfe to aiine of thcfe fubterfuges.—He felt as an Officer
ought to fe^l on fuch an occa/ion t he honorably didas he would wi/H
to be done by—-and as far as refpefted the right the'fe men mjjjht havq^.
to Improteflion a? Britini ^ubj^fls, he ju(Uy confidered them asRe^p
negadoes, who defervtd neither the conlidsnce or proteaion of either'
Country. . .• , r-. « , ,

We will now contraft the condu^Ti of Captain Stopford, with the
fhameful treatment he afterwards received, from,tjje American Govern-
ment

:

~
' .'^eht^in •. "( •^. . ^

When the Chicheftcr left the Weft-Indies, four^i^n-twobelongin/

tQ

/ k



»o ihe Royal Artillery, on€ to the 15th regiment, and one to the 37,th
'

-r-who had been unwell, but xyere getting into a (late ofconvaitfcence,
were fent on boarc^her, that in a vgyag^ to the States, their recoverf
might be perfeaed.—Thefe men defertecj frqm'tlie Chichefter, and, with
their Briti,!) uniforms on, entered into tjia Ajneiican Service The|r |
were feen on ftiore after they had entered, i^y the Serjeant of Marinoi-y
of the Chichefter, and one of them had the impadepce to offer to (haUf
hands with him, Jjuc he rejeaed his offer with becoming contempt-

Thofe men were applied for by Capt- Douglas, the Commanding, i

Officer pf the Squadron iq t}ie Chefapeake, ar^d the anfwcr^he re«eciye«rf;

was, if any fuch men l^ad enlifted, they were goq^ pp |hc ^ouQtrf:^!
^ith a detachment,

^

.'
,

Did the gentlemanly co,ndu<5l of (Captain Stopford, 4eft:rve fuch a
return 35 this?—Will Mr. JefFerfon pretend that fuch treatment di*,-!

rptfuroi/h^utlcaufe of Q^ence j»nd provocation ?—If he caQre«9ncii«ti{
jfo bafe a tracfa<aion to modern maiiiras of philof«phy» w^ ought to be*;
tjiankfgl that the plain common fenfeof the country we inhabit, ii not
^pt fo perveited, ^nd that the terms r^tfA/ ^nd 9vrong, iiofkeji jkni
unk'indnefsy ftiH retain their proper a(i4 appropriate meaningsu '

We will now nptice thp cafe, of the
, H^ifax :--A mid(hipman and

five men are fent from tha* Sj^jp »r wekh; the kedge anctfor.-tThofe :

men fudd?nly take nofleffion <if the boat, feize upon .their officer, whom
they thrcatsn t9KiH, and rea^h |he Ajngrican (hpre^-^Though the cir.
^umftances atfeadipg tfieit.dcf^ftion are pc«;,uliarly.,,aggiavatiag, yet.

they are no fooner laqdefli ,.tt;an they are enlisted by the American -

recruiting officer, Lieut. Sinclair ;— Lord Towriftiend comes on (h6re,i
ffes his raep parading th?, ftre^t^ of ^vfolk,3vit,lvth!e American flagi-
makes ftppli^ation to the amhoritynhere, thro^g^ tlie Britiih Conlul, for
the delivery of thejp, \yithout c^e<5^.-^0ne of the men would wil.'
lingly have returned with hii^j I^ad he not becij prevented by the unfor-
tunate mail, who on Monday laft fwffeted; for his crimp.^He finally ,

applies to Lieutenant Sinclair, an«^ offers, if permitted to go into tber^
rendezvous, to noint out the men, but obtains no fatisfaltion, and^
receives the evaUve, prevaricating aqFw«r, |hatl,ie \a^>u of no men who
l^d entered, of the names his\Lofdfiiip mentioned;?'

The American flqop of war, Wafp, which failed the begin ptng of'
Tune, with the Prdlcjent's objedions to the pending Treaty, as an*ad-
diiional proof of friendly intention, ci^wed'with her three Britifli De- •

fetters. ^

''
', *'

•
^

'-'.,' '

A number of men Deferted from,tHe refpeftive Ships named in ths.
Admiral's Order, and in no inftance have they btitm given up in confe-
cjuence of the applicatir jyjijiade for them, but have been encouraged and
harbored in their D^rtion, apd the raoll ©fthem eptcred into the
Annjrican Naval SerWce.

'



II

f
^

In (liort, the Defcrtiqns from our Squadron in the Chefapeake have
been regularly and fyfteraaiicaliy encouraged, and, in too many inflances.
has infuk been added to injury.—/ nd. yet, fays Mr. JefSrfon " /;6i/
emrmtty nvat luttboui ^fovocaiion, orjujlifiable cttufe.^*

Would the Commandant of Fort Nelfon, have thought aa Mr. Teffcr-
foM docs, if Captain Stopford h^d refufed to have given up his Deferters
vhen he applied for them ?• Would he have been fatisBed if Captam
Stt>pford had told him, thit no mso of the names he enquired for were
entered for his ^Ship, if the very mei^ were at theUme, in defiance of
hipi, parading the deck of the Chichefter ?--And would it have ex-
alicd his opinion of Captain Stopford, if he had known th?t the names
oi the men bad been changed by his advice, that he might be fnroirtied
with a reply fo i^ngcntlemanly and evafive ^
We wifhthe American Nav»l Officers, among whom are many men of

honor, to anlwer thefe queftians,and candidly acknowledge what would
have^been their feelings had the cafe been reverfed, and the v placed in'
th(^^me fituatiOB.-.Would they have thought, as Mr. JcfFerfon docs,
that they had no ground of o.Tence or provocation ?—We arefatisfied
tb«t nov only they, but the feelings 6f all mankind will anfwer the.
qucftion witb becommg indignation.

. ^"^^r *^«5.";*^«'"^**"«8» what courCe was left to th« Commander,
It* Ghis:f of Mis Maierty^ Squadron on this ftatiori to purfue, but
eitlier to -foffer hi. Ships to be difmantled in the Amci^can harbors
where fuch tfifidkut hofpltatify wafe afforded thcn^, or to* tal^ the very'
Itep h<? did, by which he /hodd nbt only put an immediate ftop to the
mjury,but bnos thw qucftion to a determinate iffue t«twecn the two
Natioiis.' ' --••' :--ir..-' ^ vvc . r " •

••-• > *.

The Thetepe fij* the decifion. of this- importanjt queftion, waaitbe
ijwft appropriate that could have been chofen—f/i/f (7a<?« 0«a/»—that"
the appeal atid the juftFc? of it, might not only be made to the two
Natjons, but J the Uaiverft, |h this* Court of hbnor, no quibbling"
cwihans were adraitied.—The complaint was fijtiply ftated -in the Ad-'tmnW Order, (which we have already inferted) and tranfmitted W
Commodore Barron, with a polite note, from Captain Humphreys. '

To this dtflfand Comrtiodore''Barron replies,—" I know of .Jo fuct
"men as you defcribe

; the Oncers that were on the recruiting fervic?
«*for this Ship, were particularly inftPufled by the Government.
•' through ms, not to ehter Deferters from Hi^ Bri^nnic Ma jetty's'
««^ Ships

iL nor da I know ofany being here.»\
'

;

'- '

Tlie demand being made, and the reply given, the fads were con^f
pletely at m^ between the parties.—And what was the refiilt ? That'
Jenkin Ratford, ^ I^ei;ter fronj His Majefty's Ship Halifax, one of
the Ihips named m the Admiral's Order, Wtt foaad op board the Chefa-
peake.—And that William Ware, Daniel Martip^aftd John Strachan,^



m
tZ^AA 'it'^'T,

?"• ^'i'^y'' Ship Melampus. (a Ship n^t namedIn the Admiral's Order, but coming within the fpirit of £) wereXfound on board, and very properly taken out by Capuin HumpIre^sT

ouciolure 'ke this ?~It was m theopcn ncAsrof the Univtrfe. DuttiBjrthefeal to all the former evafive, prevaricating anf^^ers, that ouroShad received on application for their Deferter, :-Nor can aH iewaters of Lethe blot out the difgrace.
"**

If the American Government, had, in Cncerity and POod faith, iflbacj

I .tV^r"^^?^ ^'^^"^^"^ ^^^"^ »^"'«» Ships tfbe enHftS^

Court
t'^'^^f''^'^ ^°"'<J n°' Mr. Jefferfon have inltantly oXrcd ^Court of Enquiry, to know why that order had been difobeyed. and to«nd out the culprns who had dared, by their dtfobedience offofaSya regulation, to mvolve two Countries in axontell, the great maS

-.Was any luch raeafure been adopted, or any difclofure of the eircum-

vernm^r? A '!f
'° ''" ^""^*^'°"' ^*» ™'^^

''y ^'^^ American ot
JnlT ^°'* *'\"?' r"y ^^'^^ American papers loud in theircomplaints, at the myfterious fecrecy obferved on thii occafioo >-^D^I

If doubt can ftill remain in the mind ofany perfon. whether Com

wetBri^nV'""
^'"''^•"^" whowere^^kenl:ofh sS

llr.S'''^''*''l*''"^ J^'"rT,8''''"«
»n account of Fiis Defertion from theMe mpus, the firft of February, in company with W,.e, Maru^andLutle. fays "they went to Norfolk, where he, Martin' and Ware

men on board the Chefapeake, but did not know their namesi^al€emmoJorr Btrronpromifed Uprotea Aim."
«»"—tftat

Mr,U,am ffr f „ ^^^^ ^j^^^ came before CommodoreBarron at the Naval-Yard at Wafhington, h^promijid toCT^*^Mough tky jre Dfrtersfrom an Englijh Man ofWar^'
'

Jenktn RatfordMoxt his execution, acknowledged, " that he wasborn >n London, that he voluntarily entered into I^Majelty's Se,!

^ats-m^r £td"fft ^^^r'r'^^ "^"^^ Saunders, J^atf!wains-mate, Richard Hubert, fail-ipaker* and another nun whofcname he did not know-nhat they all entered at Norfolk for the Chefa!peake frigat^^and afterwards joined her at the Federal City—that in

l^rf^Z ^"^^^-l
Hubert J-away,anc! was f^ at ATe^ndria by

nTor °< a'^'*''
'^°"' "^^ ^^y ^^'^

* *"^ **>« G«°'-ge North andHeory i,aunders ran^way;(furing the time the Ship was coming doJn
the

"%



tlie Rflchr.-~-—1*hit Richard Hubert was fiom Liverpool, and fbrmcrfy
fbclor.^^d to the Leander, and that Saunders was an Irifhman.-~On hii

•^'defcTJce, Ratford faid, "that at the time <}f il^eir entering for the

Chffapeake, Lieutenant Sinclair afked them if they had iiot a fecoiid

oame.**—On this fiiggeftion, Ratford ahertd his name to Wilfon,anJ
was fo entered on the Ohefapeake's books.-^To tl cirdumdance it is

' owing, that the nam« of hforth and Saunders were not to be found in the
Ikk*S, and to their having dcferted on tbepaflagd oftlie Citefapeakc from
Washington to Norfolk, is a.lfo owing that they were not, like RatfortJ,

fonnd hid in the coal-hole of that frigate,—What proteQion Commo-
dore Br'ron, after -all his promifes, afforded to thcfe deltided, unhappy

- men, his own feelings raiift lortg before this time have fuggefted to

After the preceding ftatement, of fafts, we believe it will be vefy
difficult for Mr. JefFerlon tO fatisfy any man, • that this enormity tuds

vilboiH prtmocatir "t orjiifttfiahk cauff.**
'

We IhaH now briefly notice his other aiTertion, « that hojpitaltiy

trnder-fuch circdmjlancet ctafes to be a dui^."

After thfe (tatement we have given of the treatment 6ur Squadron re-

iteivcd in the Chefapeake, it will naturally be enquired," What caii

'Mr. Jefferfort mean by hoffttaiity ^**—^It is true, that otir Ships were
fornifhed with provifions in the Chefapeake ; and as fa:r as this hof-

Vitality extended, an equivalent return was conftantly made in the

puoftaal a«d regular payment for thofe provifions ; and thus this ac-

ca^t of hofpitality. Was Very neatly balanced.—But were thofe fup-

pBes to be put in competition with the daily injury received in thfe

edc6ur?gc*hent of our nien to DefertiOn ? Would Mr. Jeffcrfon, if

invited to a banquet, come away very ranch deUghted with the hof-

pitality of his Hoft, ifhe found that while he was prtaking of his

lands, he bad enticed from bis duty a favorite fervant ?--lf oft remon-
ftrating at the injury, he ftiould ^j crolly told, the law will proteft me
in what I have done—would he be able to contain his refeotment ?—i-

'Or would he be very defiroos of partaking again of futh hofpitality ?

J.xa<flly refcmbling this, is the hofpitality that our Squadron has beeft

excluded from by the Prefllent's proclamation.

The kindeft ftep Mr. JefFerfon could have taken, would have been

to have iTued^his Proclamation forae months ago. A number of
fcaraem, the greateft part of whom are now lamenting their folly iri

abandoning their Country's flag, would have been in our Service, and
the life of the unhappy man preferved, whofe fate we hope will be a

"warning to others.

While therefore it fhall be neceOary for our Ships to remain in the

Chefapeake, we ftHterely wifh that their communication ' with the

American fhore may remain interdiftcd, andtlut tlie mi/chievous ho/pi-
'

talit^
,
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JfOiA
M/?<y fo nunted of by the Prefideot. may continue to be vi^Ki
them . - ^Wpr^

Io_ the prefent evimfiil Lti bfthe world, tHe Brltirti Navy, in ffie
courfe of Providence, forma xhe only barrier between France andWmverf^ Empre—Flut this barrier rpay not Be either weakened or
deftrord. ought not only to be the wifhjMlreat-BVitairt, but of Ame-

.
tica aJio.-Fhe.r rulers m»y be atfA fafcinaced with Frendh
Jftones. or they may be deceived by intrigues1*:-.But if theydo not more carefully look to the evil,WZ are impending, it is Kobly
grobable. the day is not far diihint, when they will feel the effedls 6f
tbeir bhndnefs and temerity. •

We will now clofe thefe remarks with a fe^fr obferyatJons on anothfet
expreffion m the Prefidcnt's Prodamation. where he fays "it had been

C;^ r
'""^^ ^'^f\

"» ^'^^'' '^' ^»'''"«°f ihe^Cheftpeake)
that the leamen demanded were native citizens of the United States.''Th.s anertion we doubt and for the following reafon : In looking intothe Oftcal Paper pubhfiied at WaOiington. after Tome very indelicate

_remarks,astheyi-efpeftMr. Ersk.ne, the Britift, Minifterfand o tte
commutiications with h,m relativ^ to Br.tilh deferters. it gives the dc-^A:npt,orsand places of birth of William Ware, Daniel Lrtin, Joh'

' btrechan, John Little, alias Francfe, and Ambrofe Watts, ds ftito the American Government be&i^ the failing of the ChefapeakeCommodore Barron, who, u is faid» had been direfted to afcerta nWcH.een(hip -Thatthafe defcriptions we,^ me,^y taken fix,mbe dgclara^

/ '„ln r
"'°

'''"^'^r*
^"^ '^-'^ Commodore BaJh. Jl tti* v-ncan Go^^riunent, took no further trouble in the 'iArfi Ml be

.
re.^ M evident to all, who do not choofe to lliut X^%Z
fin: oZm ^r>"^'"'*^''''*y

^°'^°^» '^' ^^'^ defcription" le fch!
- logton Official Ga2ette. Which fay., -that the reports i^J^^that is
. Commodore B«-ron's Report, before the failing if the Cmclke) fl

rnri:vttr::i°'/"r""f"^" ?^°*^^- thev^ctatioi'ju now—
1
he tafts. once clearly albertamed by good evidence, wouW

thetemrnv otf'V'^^ '^"'^ "'^"S*^^" '"^^^ obfervatbn?tthe teihmony of the unhappy men thenifelvcs, and prove—ifanv nr«nf

X.r:Z:Y "^^"^T^^^
^^^^°" went\hr:u'gTrhe c2Zn7o1

ZT^^- 5 ? ^'^ ^"^"'°"''» »"d thus .ended the folemn enquirv hewas d.reded.o make, and on this folemn enquiry alone, XmT

f
/
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re we ulce tjtui

Contmodore Barron^s

llertion of the Prchdent, and couple
^^i

reply to CapUtn Humphreys, an^ the
whole trajo of prevarications and eyafiptis that have marked every (bge

^()f this bulxneli, we fliail ^fiod in how little eftimation the peace of the
two Countries has beer}|||d by the American Coverni^ent.—For t^e
faat we have (Uted fp^HtaPbiy to the underOandln^ of every mai^.
One obfef'iration nioM^^pre fliall at prtfent difrtiUs jdbc fubj(^a.-^
The meQ whofe citizenfflflfc. Jfcfferfon attempts to verify, belong-

rJ*S'j
*l»i*«y'« Ship ^c&npiis. a Ship oot named ip the Adiw-

ral 8 Order, under whicV Captain Humphreys- afted AiidthisciV-
wraftaoce totally deftroys the a^crtion o( Mr. Jeffeifon, that it was
Wr the apprehenbon ofthofevery men this enormity was committed.-rj
TheMclampus and her men were touUy out of the quellion at iffue
between the two Ships—It would certainly have ihewn fame degree of
fairnefs, if to this Report of Commodore Barron, the pedigree ofJohn
Wilfoo, a/ww Jenkin Ratford, Richard Hubert, George North anj
Henry Sounders had been added.—Thefe men *11 joined the Ship at
Wa(lun>Ttoo, and failed in her from thence—It is trye' their defertton
prevented their being foand on board the Chefapeake ; bit this does

red^r the cooduaors of this (hameful prevaricaji«ig tran&Aioo kik
moal.

„ e oi^it many other h3f» which might be urged on this occafioq {
as they wfll more properly be cooneftcd with the cafe of the uafortunate
mei^ho an; yet to take their Trials.

- ,ement of fa^ is given, not rp irritate fv pidc^ the breach^
itioos, who ought to be \n amity with titiA QH'^^^Vfbo,
enfue, might materially mar their mutuaf {H^perit^, with-

iny benefit frtm that conteft : But by fprea<'i..g all the cir-
inutely before them,to give all parties an opportunity imparti-

ally to exanuni^ thi cafe; ahd we are confidently perfuaded, that all can-
did men will atlejiigth agree with us ; that if Mr. Maddiibn's quibbUag
poduaionjL on the Llw of Nations, had been thrown into the fire, a
little finccrtlytod plain dealing fubftttuted in the place ofthe evafions
which have mlmt4 every pah of this tranfadion, and the fame undif-
guifed Coortefy and Hofpitality praftifed. which marked the conduft of
Captara Stppfi»rd,,the harmony of die two Nations would never have

-

been interrupted, and the commercial profperityof both, gone hand in
^

hand with each other.

out ^
comftani

HduTASi SstTEmu s, 1807.
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