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TO

THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENTS, AND

DIRECTORS

OP

HE HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

To whom can I with equal propriety, and

M so much honour to myself, address these humble

\ages, a* to the Official Department of that Patriotic

issociation, under whose hind and flattering cticou-

\agement I wa,s first led to preserve my cursory re-

mrks.

An InstiiUtian so pre-eminently distinguished as

he Highland Society, would require to exercise the

St fastidious reserve regarding publications which

%y issue under the sanction of its name.
-j .'^- • »-

While it is my duty, therefore, and my pride, to

^knowledge the hind confidence of the Directors, in

^tending to me a permission which it is unusual to

\rant, I must, in the most unequivocal manner, exo-

I' Im



VI DEDICATION.

nerate the Society from any concurrence in the viewh

of the Author^ arisingfrom the merefact ofhaving «c-

cepted his humble dedication.

The growing importance of our Trans-Atlantitl

Colonies^ the strong tide of emigration setting in to\

wards the American Continent and the thousands A

Caledonia's sons already established there, must crcit

a desire to possess the sentiments and observations oi

every impartialman, who may visit these distant shorei\

To honesty and candour ahne will I lay clain,

and, if possessed of any talent for correctly judgii

upon rural affairs, I hesitate not to ascribe such m\

quirement, to the opportunities and inducements ai

forded me,from mixing in the business ofthe Sociem

and discharging, however inadequately, the dtities of\

Director at its Board,

I have the honour to remain,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Your obliged and obedient Servant,

ADAM FERGUSSON.

Edinburgh, December 1838.

•:;i
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Well may the Reader exclaim, whose eye

shall glance upon my title-page, What ! Canada

again ! Another and another yet ! No douht

some catchpenny for failing farmers, or webless

weavers.—^Reasonable and natural surmises, I

admit, and to which I can only oppose the sim-

ple assurance, that in launching this little bark,

my paramount object has been to assist the views

o^ those who may contemplate a removal to other

climes.

That these constitute a pretty numerous and

an increasing body no man can deny ; and that,

where truth bears us out, it is essential to direct

their industry and capital to the Colonies of Bri-

tain, no friend of his country will dispute.

If there are those who consider the Sun of

Britain about to set, I disclaim all participation

li



mmmmm ^^mmwmmmmmim

Vlll TO THE PUBLIC.

in their fears. That our position is criilcal I

adn'it; but, with liberality and firmness in our

Rulers, and with moderation and good sense in

the great body of the Nation, and, above all, by

humble reliance upon Almighty God, the Little
|

Island will float triumphant yet.

The sentiments of a candid and intelligent
|

citizen of the States, lately expressed to me, de-

serve to be detjply weighed. " Even," says he,|

" with your present burden of debt, if your Go-

vernment were to renounce all intdrference with I

the affairs of the Continent, and keep no more

force, land or naval, than is necessary for your

own security ; have no more wars ; and diminish

the expenditure as much as possible ; you would I

grow so rapidly in the next fifty years, that your

debt would cease to be of any importance. I

earnestly hope that the passage of the Reform

Bill may be only the prelude to an entire change

of system, and that your successors may feel, as|

we do here, that wars do not promote the pros-

perity of a nation, and have the good sense to|

avoid them." '•
''-"' " "^ ' - '* ^?-'>5'*'' ^-- -

Whether at any, or at what period, our North I

American Colonies may cast off the Parent



TO THE PUBLIC. Ix

State, are questions in the womb of Time. Let

the policy of both be, meanwhile, directed to

foster a conciliatory spirit, ready to meet any

emergency which may occur, and to prove, that

the costly experience of time past has not been

thrown away, whether the event may terminate

in separation or adherence.
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ii.... CHAPTER I.

Extract of Minutes of the Highland Society—Edinburgh to

Manchester—Celebrated Railway to Liverpool—Short in-

terim excursion to Chester and Menai Strait—Embark at

^ Liverpool for New York—Packet encounters heavy gales-.

Luminousness of the Ocean. '
* ^» T%'^^^^

»-...*-,

Having long entertained a desire to visit the United

States and Canada, for the purpose of satisfying my-

self regarding the actual condition and prospects of

Agricultural Settlers in these countries, I left Edin-

btirgh upon the 12th February 1831 for Manchester,

with the view of embarking at Liverpool, v 5 •

Previous to leaving Scotland, I communicated my
intention to the Directors of the Highland Society,,

who kindly honoured me with the following letter

:

.. .

..'. m-i^miim: ^

"

• ''$

^ I^E Directors having been apprized by Mr Fer-

goaiBOQ of Woodhill of his intention to visit Canada

93i$ ^.United States of America, it has appeared
.>..•'( V.j"'-. ."-^^" A .

? : ^:<&-^',*ri-' : ,; ,

'
.

;• ^,. . . ,.

~
r ' ' '^'-
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to them, tliat this may afford a favourable opportu>

aity of obtaining such information regarding thoM

countries, as may prove beneficial to rural economy

and the useful arts at home. The zealous and va-

luable assi^tanoe which the Highland Society of Scot-

land has received from Mr Fergosson, as a Member
|

and Director, and his knowledge and experience ac-

quired in the long and honourable discharge of every I

duty of a country gentleman, afford an assurance to

the Directors, that he will be eminently attentive to

all such circumstances connected with the state of I

industry and the useful arts in the rich and magni-

ficent countries which he is to visit, as may tend to I

promote the improvement of those arts in his own.

" The Directors will therefore receive with the I

highest satisfaction, such information as Mr Fergus-

son may from time to time communicate regarding!

the arts and natural productions of the New World,
|

as well as on the subject of emigration, and the con-

dition of the emigrants; and should he meet witbl

associations similar to this Society in the purposes

of their institution, the Directors authorize him to

open pp with them such a friendly intercourse as may

lead to mut>4al good offices, and an interrhang? of I

iivefiil inf^u tnation.
' ^ .,»

.
Kr^?

** Tk e Directors in taking leave for a time of a gen-

Uemati with whom they have been so long associated I

in all the useful labours of this Society, and whose

personal character and private worth they/ have 80

BHieh cause to appreciate, feel it a duty to reconi

llietr warmest aeknowledgmenta for ike long, assi-

Sv??^..:
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duoui and Talaable aMittance which he has rendered

to the Hig^liland Society ; their anxious desire that

he should soou again be Miabled to resume the duties

vrhich he has so well fulfilled ; and their cordial

wishes for his success in the objects which he now
contemplates by visiting the United States of Ame-
rica, and the Colonies of Great Britain. ^

** The Chairman is requested to communicate to

Mr Fergusson an extract of these minutes.

" Pat. Murray, Chairman,"

>Hiouj:.AKD Society Hall, £dik3VRou,\
3d Februari/ Wdir S

Immediately upon my return, I sent them a short

I

statistical account ofmy tour ; and as it contains mat-

ter not so minutely detailed iii my Notes, I have

jgiven it entire as the Second Part of this work.

A heavy fall of snow which had lately blocked up

[the roads was fast dissolving, and the Tweed, with

I'lfs tributary streams, was rolling along in mighty

lood. The country wore a wintry aspect, but the

lumerous plantations on every hand enlivened the

}ne. I was amused by the remark mentioned by

i fellow-passenger, as having been made by a gentle-

lan lately returned from India, who, upon bein^;

ced if the great improvements during his absence

lid not fill him with delight, replied that he could

\j no means join in their admiration, as the whole

iountry was, in his opinion, " running tojungle.'*

iii«ij:c'31jd:^'i'.i.-
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LIVERPOOL AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY.

: HaviDg formerly visited the manufactories of Man-

chester, I proceeded without delay to Liverpool, by

the far-fomed railway. We started with eight car-

riages attached to the engine with tiuch imperceptible
I

motion, that it was only, when I found myself ud-

able to read a milestone, or to distinguish the fea*

tures of those who darted past in the opposite direo

tion, that I was led to consult my watch for the rate

of travelling, when I found, to my surprise, that the

next five miles were done in fifteen minutes; nor

was it possible, from the precautions so judiciously

taken, to feel either anxiety or dread.

The project of this railway was first discussed in]

1822 ; subsequently, Mr Sanders of Liverpool adopt-j

ed the scheme, and, by being guarantee for the ex-

penses of the first survey, he may be considered ail

the father of the undertaking. It met with great!

opposition in Parliament, and, before the act couldl

be obtained to proceed with the work, the cost en-

tailed on the parties engaged in the contest was ii|

least from L. 60,000 to L. 70,000.

On the 19th of June 1826, Mr G. Stephenson wail

appointed principal engineer to the company, by tiKl

directors, and, in the same month, the actual opeithl

tion was begun on Chat Moss, near Manchester,!

The first shaft of the Liverpool tunnel was openedl

in September of the same year. During the whm
of the year 1S27, the formation of the tunr.el ml

carried forward, night and day, with great spirit. It|

was constructed in seven or eight separate lengtli

communicating with the surface by as many uprig

!.C' \ ..;- ., *-vj -1



LIVERP00>4 AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY. 5

shafts ; and the junction of the various cuttings wa^

completed in June 1828, with the greatest accuracy,

and in a manner highly creditahle to the talents of

the engineer. On the Ist January 1830, the Rocket,

locomotive engine, constructed by Mr Stephenson,

with a carriage and passengers, passed over Chat

Moss for the first time.

The total expense of th^ railway, including its

machinery and carriages, is estimated at L. 820,000;

and allowing the length of the whole line to be thirty-

two miles, the expense, per mile, will be L. 25,625,

or at the rate of nearly 14 guineas per lineal yard.

Large as the expenditure has been, it is highly

satisfactory to know that the undertaking will be a

source of handsome remuneration to the company.

I understand that, during the twelve months which

have elapsed since the opening of the Liverpool and

Manchester Railway, about 460,000 persons have

passed betweien"^ the two towns. The sum received

for the conveyance of passengers and goods during

the same period has been upwards of L. 190,000.

From the powers of the locomotive engines on the

railroad, goods and passengers are conveyed from

Liverpool to Manchester, a distance of thirty-two

miles, in about two hours. As a contrast to this

rapid transmission between the towns, the following

statement may not be out of place. A stage-coach

was first established between Liverpool and Man-

chester in 1767. The roads were then so bad that

the coach was drawn by six, and occasionally by

eighty horses^ and it required the whole of the day to

'I'WR'Wflfi'****"''"'^ MlW%U>:,»«ltlf



6 LIVERPOOL AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY.

perform the journey. An did gentleman, now resu

dent in Liverpool, relate? that, between fifty and

sixty years ago, he occasionally visited Manchester,

when the coach started early in the morning' from

Liverpool ; the passengers breakfasted at Prescot,

dined at Warrington, and arrived sometimes in time

for supper at Manchester. On one occasion, at War-

rington, after dinner, the coachman iiitimated his
I

anxiety to proceed ; when he was requested by the

company to take another pint and wait a little longer,
I

as they had not finished their wine, asking him at

the same time if he was in a hurry ; " Why," re*

plied John, " I'm not particular as to em hour or to." I

Among other regcdations, a watchman pe* nhi;-

lates every half-mile to detect any stone or other

dangerous impediment upon the rail. As he sees

the carriages approaching, if all be right, he stopg

and extends his arm in sufficient time to enable the

engineer to stop the train, should that signal of safety

not be displayed. Some accidents undoubtedly hap*

pen, but they may be traced, in almost e^rery in*

stance, to a want of ordinary prudence and attention I

in the unhappy sufierers. As we bowled along, i

little circumstance, more ludicrous than dangerous,^

occasioned a small loss of time. The hook by wbiciil

No. 2. was attached to No. 1. suddenly gave way,!

and the engine, with one carriage only, shot ofiP like

lightning, leaving the others to follow as they best

could. The alarm was, however, quickly given, the

engine reversed its movement, while our trnjEMAti

carried us yet steadily for\!(ard, and the whole afliw
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was speedily adjwsted. The tnimelliifg and eutting

upon some portions of the line are stupendons, and

the whole stands a magnificent sample of enterprise

and scientific skill.

The ccntstemation occa»^ned among the coach-

proprietors on the line, by this wholesale mode of

travelling, was of course great, and beayy individual

losses necessarily incurred, with much jealousy and

ill-will towards the intruder. A knight of the whip,

who had been forced to «'rop his reins, mustered up

resolution one morning to take a trip by the railway^

and, in bpite of a very reasonable stock of indigna*

tion^ soon felt his asperity giving way under the ex*

citement of such a slapping pace, and, ere he had pro-

or otherI ^'^^^^^ far,"; exclaimed in ecstasy to the engineer,

s he seee
^ ^™® now, my lad, that's it, do boil usup ahiiofa

he stops W*^'-"
mable theI I<iverpool, the mighty Tyre of modem tiroes, is a

lof ssfetTl^^"^ ^^ wealth and bustle which must strike the

fcedly hap'liu^^st indifferent observer. Commerce reigns here

ev^ery in-1 with unbounded sway; and it is pleasing to observe

attentionIhow the extinction of one appalling branch, so long

along, tP^i^gi'O^sing the enterprise and capital of Liverpool,

anireroii8,l|r^^'^'^ ^^^^ succeeded by an overwhelming tide of pros-

by whidijl? *"'/ and success.

•"aTe way,I ^^^^ ^in^ friends to whom I was consigned in

ot ofP likegtiiverpool made me happy in every respect, save the

they besllnneasiness T felt at trespassing upon their valuable

given, thiltime ; and, as certain arrangements required the post-

IT t'mjMAttlponement of our departure until the 24th, I resolved

ole afiiii^i|tipon visiting the ancient city of Chester. I had a

'«!»».» '—-~^
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8 CITT OF CHESTER.

i

very pleasant ride, fbr haff-a-crown, crossing the

Mersey by an oblique ferry of seven miles, in a I

steamer. Chester, one of the most ancient cities in

England, is finely situate upon the Dee, which diJ

vides it from Wales. It is walled round, and the

ramparts a£Pord an agreeable promenade, with fine

views of the Welsh mountains and rich plains of|

Cheshire. The interior of the town is, however,

more remarkable, the streets having been originally I

hollowed out in such a way as left the citizens an

opportunity of assailing unwelcome visitors from

covered galleries above, and which run like terraces

through most parts of the town. These cloisters,

known by the name of rows, form an agreeable

lounge, and, being extremely well suited for as8igaa<|

tions, suggested an explanation (perhaps rather fan*

ciful) of the common phrase, " communicating some* I

thing under the rows" which, as applied to a flower,

seems sufficiently absurd. There is a very fine jaiLl

a court-house, &c. ; and a magnificent stone brid

is now erected upon the Dee, the centre arch ofl

which is probably the largest in the world, beings

span of 200 feet. At a remote period, Chester was I

a sea-port, but the waves have long ceased to break

against its walls, and a 'ijoble domain, of 7000 or

8000 acres, now belongs to the Dee Company, by

charter from Lord Crew, whose family originally ac-

quired this valuable manor from the ocean. I lodged

in Chester at the Albion, an hotel in every way coni<j

fortable, and particularly commending itself to me\

from an instance of liberality in Mr Willoughby thel
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EXCURSION TO MENAI BRIDGE.

landlord, rarely to be met with, aiid not to be ex-

pected. A gentleman in the hotel, with whom I

passed the evening, represented to me the wondejrs

of the Menai Bridge, in such glowing terms, that a

strong desire was excited to pay it a visit. A glance

at my bill, however, in the morning quickly satisfied

me that my purse, prepared only for a day in Chester,

iras quite unequal to an excursion into Wales. I

Ithought it worth a chance, however, to broach the

Imatter to mine host, who, in the handsomest terms,

offered me at once any accommodation, and made me
[perfectly at ease, a piece of civility and confidence

[enhanced by the circumstance of having entered his

Ihotel without an article of luggage beyond my great-

looat. We crossed the Dee, and proceeded for Ban-

|[or, a distance of sixty-four miles. The country is

beautiful, especially in the vale of Clwyd and Con-

ray. The cultivation I should consider slovenly.

Vo-horse ploughs are, however, pretty general, but

scarce a field of turnips is to be seen. The Tees-

rater cattle seem to be coming into favour, and

)lonel Hughes, (since raised to the peerage), who
)wns a beautiful place and princely estate at St

reorge, sets a good example, in cultivating green

rops, adopting improved implements, &c. A large

)rtion of this estate is rich alluvial deposit, yielding

le heaviest wheat of the district ; yet, such is the

)or state of culture, that I was informed the pro-

Ince never exceeded two or three quarters per acre,

le rent is twenty-five shillings, and the tithe and

poor-rate probably from three shillings to five shil-
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* •

lings more. The river at Conway is crossed by a

fluspensTonobridge, and has been made to harmonize

in excellent taste, with the ancient towers and rain<|

parts of the castle.

Soon after leaving Conway, we come to the frown-

1

ing promontory of Penmanmawr, along the side m
which the road has been hewn from the solid rock,

and forms certainly an appalling pass—the rougM

mountain face on one hand, and the Atlantic raging

beneath the precipice on the other. The windJ

charged with drifted sand, blows frequently witbl

tremendous violence at this point ; and it has hap<|

pened more than once that the mail-coach has beenl

fairly obliged to turn back to Conway. The conn-l

try from this to Bangor is still indifferently farmed,

and large flocks of small half-starved sheep, resen)-|

Uing our old Scotch tawny-faced breed, were pick-

ing a scanty living over the naked fallows ; the soill

good loam, yet not an acre of turnips to be seen.

Penryhn Castle, belonging to Mr Pennant, the!
f r

OWUer of extensive slate -quarries and a fine estate,

i$ close to Bangor. The castle is a heavy-lookind

pile, in a park surrounded by a &ne wall, seven miletfl

in extent, and approached by a gateway, which alontl

is said to have cost L. 10,000. The constant inter-]

eourse on this road with Ireland, and the dangeronl

uncertainty of the ferry at Bangor across the Menai

Strait, suggested the expediency of erecting a sum

pension-bridge, which the genius and science of TeH

ford soon carried into effect. This elegant and use

fol structure unites the mainland to the Isle of

--^.^^i* )ii^liHi»W.;- ,-.ip8P*iiiij|fc(j» ?*<WflipWWP''**
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l^lesea, on the great line of Parliamentary road to

(olyhead. It is above 1717 feet in length, and

gnat strike all who risit h as a work of no ordmary

BcMevement. In standing upon the bridge, sus-

ended by massive ch&ins, and beholding a stately

vessel passing, at the depth of 100 feet below, it is

Impossible not to feel impressed with the magnitude

id boldness of the attempt. Had it been efPected

the expense of private individuals, we should have

Bgretted the failure of pecuniary returns. The es-

iblishment of steam-vessels from Liverpool to Dub-

lin has seriously diminished the pontage of Menai,

\j diverting the stream of travellers into another

pannel ; but it was executed as a national concern,

id the public excheqner bears the loss. The

bridge cost L. 200,000, and the toll is at present less

|han L. 1000 per annum.

I regretted that it was not in my power to see

lore of Wales at this time. The country is beau-

{iful ; the peasantry, so far as I saw, civil and indus-

ious. Many ancient customs are kept up by the

ibrians, none perhaps more simply interesting

lan the attention paid by relatives to the graves of

[eparted friends, of which some are carefully secur-

with matting of straw, and all are decorated with

[vergreens and flowers.

It is now, however, time to embark for the ulti-

late object of my journey. Upon returning to Li-

[erpool, I found, that, by great exertions, the packet-

^ip York; in which we were to sail, had discharged

|er American cargo, and replaced it in the short

'I

n



12 EMBARKATION AT LIVERPOOL.

space of six days, and that Captain Bursley was pre*

pared to sail upon the 24th. We embarked accord-

ingly that morning, and joined the ship by a steamer,

which continued to tow us for some time against i

head wind. The packet-ships between New York

and Liverpool are of the very first class, equally re-

markable for comfort and safety. Accidents are ei-

tremely rare ; and the unfortunate loss of the Al-

bion upon the Irish coast, some years ago, is gene-

rally ascribed to a hazard which no captain would

now encounter. The regular packets had been at

that period recently established, and trading vessels

used every manoeuvre to discredit them by superior

sailing. A gale had driven the Albion close upon

the Irish coast, but an offing might have been gain-

ed, had the attempt been made in time. Unfortu-

nately the captain delayed till it was too late, trust-

ing to make Liverpool next morning, and, when he

did endeavour to escape, by carrying a press of sail,

his masts went by the board, and the ship drifted on

the rocks of Kinsale, where almost every individual

perished.

The routine of a sea-life is subject to little varia-

tion. Our cabin-party consisted only of five, this

being a season of the year when a stormy passage \i

commonly anticipated. The weather was cold, and

the wind most unpropitious. On the third day we

were favoured with an unexpected addition, by the

discovery of a passenger amongst the hay provided

for our live-stock. He had managed to secrete him-

self while the ship was in dock, and, having lived

,-v*«»^ -mWUluu .. ..aWM I -llll. iH l BWiMWWl .
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rery nmch like bruin by sucking his paws, was suffi-

ciently wo-begone when brought to light, and by no

mean cordially welcomed by the captain, who is

bound, before getting rid of such volunteers, to grant

gecurity at New York that they shall not become

burdensome as paupers.

For twenty long days we contended with heavy

gales a-head, and the eccentric movements, occasion-

ed by the rolling of the ship, were sufficiently divert-

ing to those who could preserve an equilibrium, or

maintain their post at table. After a time, however,

I was able to admire the mechanism and manage-

ment of the ship, stemming the mighty waters of the

Atlantic, and began to enjoy the novelty of my si-

tuation. It is difficult to describe the thrill whi(;h

the landsman feels, as he contemplates a billow,

many feet higher than the deck, rushing onward in

its irresistible course, and threatening to overwhelm

the ship, while yet he finds, in the anxious moment

of collision, that, far from being engulfed, he is borne

aloft in delightful buoyancy, plunges into the deep

ralley beyond, and mounts again the rolling waves

in endless succession^ Still it is to him a sensation

not unaccompanied with anxious thoughts, and he

feels himself compelled to reflect how little there is

between him and a watery grave. The prismatic co-

lours so frequently observed by day, and the bril-

liant phosphorescence which flashes from the spray

by night, are subjects of interest and wonder to the

voyager. The latter efi^ect produced by the motion

of the vessel, or by the agitation of a storm, is sin-

P
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LUMINOUiNBfitf OF THE OC£AN.

g^ularly beautiful. It is geueraliy ascribed by natu*

ralistfl to phosphoric animalcula. On the digfat of

the dOth, a heavy gale blowing from the south-west,

J was called on deck by Captain B., to witness thu

appearance, in a degree which, he said, was rare.

The ship was running about pine knots an hour, and

cut her way through liquid 6re. The spray from

her bow seemed one sheet of light, while the broken

surface of the ocean, for miles around, glistened with

like splendour. It was an impressive scene, the re*

collection of which is not to be easily effaced. Our

voyage continued tedious and uncomfortaUe with re-

gard to weather, and little occurred to vary the

scene. For days together the \. eather was such m
to prevent the captain from taking an observation.

One morniiYg a vessel appeared on our weather-bow,

which seemed to have suffered much from the storm,

and we lay-to for some hours, until she came under

our stern. She proved to be the British mail-packet

Reindeer, bound for Halifax and Bermudas, out

thirty-seven days, and had lost foremast and bow*

sprit, in the heavy gales which we had lately en-

countered. They were busied in rigging a jury*

foremast, seemed to have a stout crew, and their

captain declined any assistance.

^^^i^l^-^,±£ti-A^
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CHAPTER II.

Arrival off Sundy Hook—City of New York—Excellent ac-

commodation of Bunker^s Hotel— American Society

—

Thorburn's Seed-store.

On the 5th of April, our f<»rtieth day at sea, we

I

made the high land of Jersey and Staatens Island^

and a joyful sight it was ; for, as was long ago ob-

served, a ship, in the most favourable view, is but a

Iprison a6oat, with the agreeable contingency of be-

drowued.

The Americans keep a sharp iook-out for news

^rom Europe, and more than one newspaper has a

st-sailing cutter constantly cruising o£F Saady-

look, to intercept the packets or other vessels. We
rere boarded, about sixteen miles off-land, by one

|)f these quid mines, and, having given him our jour-

Is, we had the satisfaction of finding that, tedious

our voyage had been, we had beat the New-
fork, a packet which had sailed four days before us,

id also the Thomas Dickason, a crack ship, which

eft the Mersey along with ourselves.

The scenery of the American coast is rather tame

this point ; but the Bay of New York, after pass-

Dg the Forts, is magnificent, and the approach to

city very fine. We got ashore about three

[dock, and were conveyed, in a particularly dean

I

SIM



16 ACCOMMODATION OF BUNKER S HOTEL.

and neat hackney-coach, to the Mansion-House Ho>

tel in Broadway, kept by Mr Bunker.

I was struck with the superior character of th«

hackney horses to those of our cities, and I may add

also of those in cars and waggons. They were all

in excellent plight, and the latter, if not equal in siie

to those in English drays, infinitely surpassed then

\n action. The hackney-coach fares in New York

are high, and are moreove * ;nnoying to strangen,

from the practice of paying for each passenger, wheij

exceeding one, and also for luggage. New York i

well provided with hotels of every degree. Our

commodation at Bunker's was excellent. The houi

is extensive, though not so much so as the City Hi

tel, where two hundred beds are made up ; and tl

style of living appears to me sufficiently conveniei

and tgreeable. Besides occasional guests, y 1

with a certain number of permanent boarders, ouu

times whole families remaining for weeks togethi

with whom strangers enjoy the utmost facility

forming an acquaintance ; and, as it frequently

pens that some of the inmates are members of Con]

gress or of the State Legislatures, and that most

them are men of superior information, an oppoi

nity is afforded of acquiring knowledge regardii

the institutions and habits of the people, highly

be prized. ; *; ^ /r ; ;>!

- The Americans appeared to me perfectly ac<

ble, and quite ready to give counsel or assistance

all who \/ere disposed frankly and cordially to

cost them. Before I was two days in the hotel,
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could reokon several very kind friends, acquired en-

tirely in the ordinary intercourse of the day, with-

out any formal introduction, and was not only fur-

lighed with routes for my future guidance, but re-

I

eeived kind and pressing invitations to visit various

j

iodividuals in the ci !irse of my tour. «

The public rooms in the hotels, consist of one or

I

more furnished drawing-rooms, where you receive

I

risitors, assemble before meals, or spend the even-

I

ing with music, &c. Single gentlemen, unacquaint-

(d or unconnected with any lady of the party, ap-

peared to me hardly expected to join the drawing-

room circle, although there is no exclusion, nor any

difficulty, when one is so inclined, in finding admis-

Ition. ,fi:^n //if -.':••,": •
.' :

The dining-room is, of course, large, >mmonly

I

two apartments thrown into one, and capable of be-

ing enlarged or contracted at pleasure. In Bunker's,

I admired an ingenious communication with the kit-

chen, by means of a stair concealed under a large

Uideboard, from one end of which the good-humour-

ed shining phiz of a black waiter was ever and anon

emerging with some savoury dish. The bar-room

and open gallery or verandah are the only scenes of

smoking to be met with in respectable hotels. A
{book is kept in the bar, where arrivals and depart-

ures are regularly recorded, and which frequently

enables friends to trace each other with much conve-

{nience. ' '
- -

-'•,••• "--«

The hotels are well fitted up, the bed-rooms not

very large, but clean and comfortable, and, in

B
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Bunkers, we found excellent waim-laths. OnrI

board was 2 dollars, or 9s. per day, for which we

had breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper, with a bed-

room. Our fare was excellent. Fish and fowl,

rump steaks, sausages, omelets, &c, &c, are kept in

constant requisition, and ample justice is done to I

them, with a dispatch somewhat startling to a|

stranger. At this time shad reigned supreme at

our breakfast, as striped bass did at our dinner-

{

table, both uncommonly delicate varieties of fish.

To those who have formed an estimate of Ameri. I

can hotels from certain modem tourists, I am aware

that my report may wear the aspect of partiality, yet

I feel a pleasure, while I consider it a duty, with per*

feet indifference and candour, to state the impression

made upon myself, and the results of my own expe*

rience and observation.

In treating of Ameri^, the man who would do I

her justice must have in constant remembrance t

extraordinary advances and improvements, whickl

even a year or two in this country produce. In the i

hotel where I now lived, an English gentleman in*

formed me, that only a few years ago, not morel

than two or three single bed-rooms could be found,

whereas it is now entirely the reverse, and the

change, in ordinary road taverns, is alike remarb-

ble. We have been accustomed to hear a great deal

of the snucy or sulky demeanour of the attendants.
{

Not a solitary instance of the kind occ «rred in my ex-

perience, and I found all my personal wants quite u I

regularly attended to as I could possibly desire, both

,il..,,!_V'
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in New York axid elsewhere ; with this agreeable dis-

tinction, that you are relieved of those vexatious ex-

tortions which assail you, as " riders to the bill/* in

every British hotel. The attendants, except in the

Slave states, are almost always free persons of colour,

and I believe the repugnance felt to the designation

of servant^ arises from some latent ill-defined dread

of being mistaken for slaves.

The porter of the hotel receives a small remunera-

tion, having not only to run errands, but to do some

heavy work in removing the luggage, of which the

superfluous portion, or what is not in immediate re-

(jnisition, is carefully deposited in a room allotted to

that purpose.

That matters are conducted very differently from

vrhat we are accustomed to meet with, in our own ad-

mirable houses of entertainment, I readily admit; but

I cannot, upon the whole, a^uw that the absence of

I

snug parlours or mahogany boxes, is attended with

those veryfatal effects to comfort and good living,

which some smart ^vriters would have us to believe.

One grievance perpetually served up is, the shock-

ing inconvenience of travellers being obliged to

conform to the regular hours of a public table, a

truth which amounts precisely to nothing, these

hours being invariably calculated to suit the motions

of public conveyances, by which travelling is almost

exclusively accomplished in America, and because

there is no difficulty in procuring private rooms or

lextra meals, when circumstances really oblige yon to

[call for them.
b2
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* Another yery pretty topic of abuse is tlie tchok'

sale eUtltiiion system carriedon in the tavern bar-rooms,

with the accompaniments of a comb and hair-brnsh,

suspended pro bono pMico, The climate, in sum.

mer, renders washing at every sta^^e extremely

comfortable, during the few minutes employed in

changing horses, and a basin and towel are placed at

hand for the purpose. It is only in very humble

quarters, indeed, that you cannot command these

comforts in your own bed-room, where you stop for

the night ; and, although certainly the above articles

would not present themselves unless they were in

use, I scarce recollect observing a single traveller

without his pocket-comb. r-

*

I shall make at present no further remarks upon

American accommodations, intending to recur to

them during the progress of my tour. .
^^

New York has been so often and so well describ-

ed, that it is unnecessary to speak in detail of its

public buildings and institutions. It is a fine com-

mercial city, with a population of nearly 200,000,

carrying On an immense traffic with the whole world.

The celebrated Broadway somewhat disappointed

me. Its length is certainly very great, and hand-

some public buildings, private mansions, hotels, and

well furnished shops or stores, are curiously inter-

mixed ; while its Whole length and breadth are alive

with carriages and waggons, equestrians and pedes<
I

trians of every rank and of almost every hue. Still,

it did not equal the expectations which I had been led

to form. .. >'

iC'SSijis
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THORBURN 8 SEED-STORE. ik

I could say mucli, were it proper, of the hospita*

lity of New York, and of the unostentatious kind-

ness with which my letters of introduction were re?

ceived. The style of living is elegit and comfort-

able, and the domestic circles which I had the plea-

sare of joining seemed truly unaffected and happy.

The quiet, modest, and amiahle tone of female so-

ciety particularly pleased me.

I frequently visited the seed-store of Mr Thorhurn,

8 character of some celehrity, and of great originali>

tfy heing, as he informed me at our first interview,

the ^* veiy identical Lawrie Tod^" and that so far as

the first volume of that entertaining work goes, Gralt

had exactly recorded his life and adventures. Be-

sides other sources of enjoyment, Mr Thorhurn is

distinguished for a lively and unfailing reliance upon

a special overruling Providence, not a hlind fatalism,

but a conviction that, in all the crosses of life, a

blessing will be found by those who faithfully seek

it. He detailed many singular illustrations of this

doctrine in his own history, and altogether gratified

me much by his acquaintance. His original profes-

sion was that of a nail-maker at Dalkeith, and by

that alone he looked for a livelihood in the New
World. Soon after his arrival, however, this handi-

43r&fi was annihilated by the introduction of machine-

ry, and poor Thorhurn was driven to open a small

grocery store for subsistence to Phemie and himself.

It was his practice to visit the butcher-market at a

late hour, that he might pick up a cheap morsel, and

observing a man offering plants for sale in pots, and
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R

seemingly like himself rather low in the world, Thor-

burn accosted him. He proved to be a fellow conn*

tryman, an industrious, but rather unsuccessful, mar'

ket gardener, of the name of Inglis, from Kirkcaldy;

and, from a sort of commiseration, Thorbnm bought

a rose-geranium, intending it to ornament his shop.

At this time he scarce knew a geranium from a cab*

bage. Pleased with his purchase, when he got home

he painted his pot a gay green, and placed it in ]

window. " And now," says he, when he told me
j

his story, with his eyes twinkling, ** mark the kind*
|

ne.ss of Providence. The day after my geranium
j

appeared in its new pot, a lady happening to drive

past, remarked its beauty, and not only bought it at
|

a handsome price, but gave me such orders as ena-

bled me to open a busy trade with pook- Inglis. My

shop soon became more celebrated for plants than

for tea and tobacco ; and many inquiries having been
j

made for garden-seeds, I procured an assortment,,

and gradually extended my concern until I reached
{

the possession of the handsome premises and flourish-

1

ing trade which 1 now enjoy."

.
Some of his details, regarding the devastation oc-j

casioned by the yellow fever, were extremely inte-

1

resting. He has a very beautiful seed-shop, aviary,

and greenhouse, &c. in the centre of the city, for-

merly a Quakers' meeting-house and school, where

he seems to drive a thriving trade. The ladies of

New York are fond of flowers, and use them much

in dress. Camellias are in great request, and some-

times sell so high as three dollars a-head, the ordi-
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nary price being one ; and large orders are given for

erery party. I learned also, from a Scotchman in

Mr Thorbum*8 employment, whose family had suf-

I

fered heavily from sickness last winter, that camel-

lias and parties by no means engross the sole atten-

tion of the ladies of New York. He assured me,

that, within his own observation, it was quite won-

derful what they contrived to do, in visiting, cloth-

ing, and attending to, the poor. This man left Glas-

gow in great destitution about a year ago. He is

DOW in comfortable circumstances, and his family

provided for; but the first fortnight which honest

gaunder' Lee spent in New York, a total stranger,

hrithout money or engagement, he described, with a

ihudder, like a fit of the ague, as ^*perfectly awful**

^W'

f'JlR^,
4

'«•
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CHAPTER III.

Steam Voyage up the Hudson—The Dinner on Board—State

Prison of Sing Sing—Military College of West Point—City I

of Albany—Senate and House of Assembly—Superiority of I

the American Breed of Horses~^lbany Museum—^Americanl

Character for Inquisitiveness.

At seven o'clock a. m., upon the 12th of April,

we embarked in the North America, a splendid

steam-boat, of which the Americans are justly prood,

to proceed up the Hudson to Albany, a distance of

145 miles. The morning was rather cold, and a

strong breeze blew down the river, wind, and tide,

and stream being all against us, notwithstanding of

which, the irresistible power by which we were iin<

polled, landed us in Albany within fourteen hours.

It is difficult for those who have never seen an Ame*

rican steam-boat, to conceive its elegance and com-

fort. They are handsomely fitted up well furnished,

and a capital table is kept, while the total absence of

coal-smoke leaves every thing tidy and clean. The

North America is a day-boat, that is, she perfonns

her voyage between sunrise and sunset, a circum*

stance of which travellers ought to be aware, as they

deprive themselves of the enjoyment which the

highly interesting scenery of the Hudson affords,

^^.'iUi..

"r-^
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r I

should they chance to go unawares by an evening

boat. This fine vessel is propelled by two engines

I

of ninety horse-power each ; the steersman, from an

elevated platform in the fore-end, guides tbe vessel

hy ropes, which communicate with the rudder ; a safe

and admirable contrivance, universally employed in

I

America, enabling the person at the helm to com-

mand an uninterrupted view of the ship's course, and

to escape many dangers which might otherwise oc^

cur. The North America has a magnificent public

cabin, with suitable private accommodation for ladies.

Her length is about 225 feet, and her breadth 60.

There lure a lower and upper deck for promenading,

|with an awning when the sun is powerful, and, in

lort, every luxury and comfort which the best ho-

Itel could afford, not forgetting the harher*s shop^

Ifhere the master informed me he had frequently the

honour of taking fifty gentlemen by the nose in one

[forenoon. This ancient craft, so greatly degenerated

pa our own country, seems to be here in its very ae-

lith. Innumerable are the party-coloured poles in

»very town, indicating the barber's shop, and, the

general practice being favourable to their calling, they

\ in great request. I observed, in New York, one

the sides of the shop fitted up with pigeon-holes,

rhere stood the labelled soap-boxes of Mr A, Mr
&c., indicating steady customers. The steam-

»ats and large hotels have generally a barber as

of the establishment, and I found them every

rhere maintaining the old professional character of

ieanly, civil, and obliging gossips. ^

I
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The fare to Albany is only Os., with a very mc

derate charge for meals. Of course, it is a favourit

mode of conveyance, and the company is not alwa)

remarkably select. The steward told me that he ha

900 passengers to breakfast and dinner one day

summer, and that 500 or 600 are frequoTit. Wit

such a multitude some confusion must unavoidablj

occur, however excellent the arrangements, va\

these appeared to me to be very complete. Up

this occasion I think we sat down about 200 at

ble; many homely enough in appearance, but

thing either rude or revolting came under my notio

I was seated at dinner between Judge S , a

intelligent man, and of much repute as a lawyer,

a plain Massachusetts farmer. We soon got en§

ged in agricultural conversation, for the judge

well versed in these matters, and afforded much

ful advice and information to the professional fai

and his friends. After dinner he entered into mo

general discussion, running over the different Stat

and pointing out to me what he considered their i

lative advantages and drawbacks. He thinks

of Ohio and some parts of Indiana for European

tiers, and strongly advised me, if I thought of apn

chase, to prefer a farm already, in some measo

improved, and to be upon my guard against desij

ing persons, who are every where on the look*

for strangers. He assured me that a good unde

standing with Great Britain was daily gainii

ground in the States, and that the idea prevaile

that if the two nations stand by each other, they]
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Je the world. This gentleman enjoys a good pri-

fortune ; otherwise his case would be a hard

A very extraordinary law, peculiar, I believe,

I the State of New York, enacts that judges shall

tire upon attaining the age of sixty, and thus not

ly may, but frequently mtistj return to the bar, not

I

dollar of pension being allowed them when thus

ipelled to resign. Mr S. was in this predicament,

i the country sacrificed the talents of a very ableman,

at a period of life when his legal experience as a

lidge became of peculiar value. It is a preposterous

igement, and may even be imagined at variance

^th the purity and independence of the bench.

I had a long chat with the Massachusetts farmers,

[ho had been at New York with a drove of fat oxen,

leighing about 75 stones (14 lb. to the stone) each,

id for which they had got about L.22 a-head.

ley were in very high spirits, as every thing was

earing a high price. Their sheep are Saxon and

^erino, and they had refused 2s. 8^d. or 75 cents per

9and for their wool, while last year they considered

kemselves well paid with 2s. Id. or 50 cents. They

pe fine crops of turnips, and rear many sheep. A
re fetches this season 9s., while last year she

|rought only 48. 6d. They pay a sheep-doctor 278.

ch 100 sheep per annum for his attendance, and

[is man devotes himself to sheep alone, never in-

rfering with any other stock. He came out to

Bm from Ekigland.

Our dinner table was supplied with a profusion of

things, well cooked, and neatly served up.

*

'

il
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The captain takes the head of th<) table) the ladi^

who have no gentlemen along with them being

ways under his special charge ; and, however h

the party, or however mixed the company, scnipg

Ions deference is paid to the accommodation of

fair ; and, I am confident, the most unpolished farii

would suffer any inconvenience rather than interfer

with a lady's comfort.

The fare from New York to Albany, 145 mil

is, as before observed, two dollars, or 9s., and

charge for an excellent dinner 2s. Sd. or half a dol|

lar, including brandy, whisky and Hollands, pla

upon the table, at the discretion of the company,
i

latitude which, I nmy here o^<<erve, was never abi

upon this or any other occasion, throughout my ton

The scenery of the Hudson, between New York

Albany, is probably not to be surpassed in romantij

beauty by any river-scenery in the world. Al

forty miles above New York, the river emerges fr

the high lands, and, for 100 miles above that,

eye is gratified by a succession of lofty mount

and bold rocky headlands, clothed in w6od,—toi

villas, farms, &c. in perpetual succession. Them
itself is a noble object, covered with innumeraV

idoops and steamers, sometimes making abrupt

amongst the rocks, and again stretching out like(

peaceful lake. The woods were yet bare of folit

and the day so cold and bleak, as to freeze the sj

upon the deck ; still, it was impossible for any

mirer of nature, to view the scenery of this day'f

voyage, without the deepest interest and deligk

!fcfe€&flM.*--~ i^-vft^jLi'l-rf »J^^, St^ fTA'^.i

'^?^^fl^^^^^!w^
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MTOuld be easy to enlarge upon many interesting

Ijects which present themselves between New York

Albany, but the ordinary gniide-books have made

perfectly familiar. »

{Sing Sing, a new state prison, is seen upon the

it bank, a few miles above New York. Silence

ligns supreme within its walls, and forms the great

effective engine of punishment. The prisoners

l)our in gangs, but not a whisper is allowed, and,

I
night, each returns to his solitary cell, where hil

kly, but invaluable resource, awaits him, in the

res of Holy Writ.

West Point, about fifty miles above New York, is

lely situated upcn a lofty eminence, and is the

Btion of an extensive Military College, educating

)ut 250 cadets. This place must ever be associated

ith painful and affecting recollections, when recog-

lised as the spot where the gallant but misjudging

idr6, was inveigled, by the traitor Arnold, into a

lilty correspondence, forfeiting his life, and, in a

ertain degree, tarnishing his honour ; while, at the

le time, the noble heart of Washington was rent

ith the bitterest pangs, from the painful duty im-

98ed upon him. He saw and acknowledged the gene-

DQS feelings which led poor Andr6 astray, and sigh-

under the stern necessity which compelled him to

eny a soldier s death to this unhappy youth, doomed,

|y the laws of war, to an ignominious gibbet.

We reached Albany about nine, and were soon

)mfortably established in Cruttenden's hotel, ad-^

lining to the State House on Capitol Hill.

ji.iif^.

.



30 CITY OF ALBANY.

Albany h an ancient city in American chronology,

It is the capital of the State of New York, and thi

seat of the State Government, though now greatljl

eclipsed by 77te Cityy as New York is emphatically

termed. A great proportion of internal commerotl

centres in Albany. The Grand Erie, and the Cham.!

plain, or Northern Canal, both find their outlet here;

and numerous yery large steam-boats ply to New

York. The population of Albany is about 16,000,

The tide runs nearly to Troy, about six miles aboTftl

In contemplating the commercial enterprize, the bus

of busy men, the large warehouses and stores, thel

variety of equipages, waggons, stage-coaches, &tl

which are met on every hand, as a stranger proceedil

through the city, it is impossible not to revert to thel

picture so graphically drawn by an amiable \

v^ierable authoress, and to contrast its present con.|

dition with the early days of Albany, when " thiil

city was a kind of semirural establishment, eyeryl

house had its garden, well, and a little green behiDdJ

before every door a tro ? was planted, rendered io.|

teresting by being coeval with some beloved meiD<|

ber of the family ; many of their trees were of pro-l

di^ous size, and extraordinary beauty, but witbontl

regularity; every one planting the kind that bi

pleased him, or which he thought would afford titel

most agreeable shade to the open portico, at his doorJ

which was surrounded by seats, and ascended by tl

few steps. It was in these, that each domestic groopl

was seated in summer evenings to enjoy the bain

twilight, or the serenely clear moonlight. Each I
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family had a cow, fed in the common pasture, at the

end of the town. In the evening the herd returned

all together, of their own accord, with their tinkling

bells hung at their necks, along the wide and grassy

lilreet, to their wonted sheltering trees, to be milked

at their masters* doors. Nothing could be moi^

[pleasing to a simple and benevolent mind, than to

liee thus at one view, all the inhabitants of a town,

Ifhich contained not one very rich, nor one very poor,

Irery knowing or very ignorant, very rude or very

olished individual ; to see all these children of na-

re, enjoying, in easy indolence or social intercourse,

The cool, the fragrant, and the dusky hour,*
t

[lothed in the plainest habits, and with minds as un-

Wuised and artless. These primitive beings wjre

dispersed in porches, grouped according to similarity

years and inclinations. At one door, were young

itrons ; at another the elders of the people ; at a

kird, the youths and maidens, gaily chatting or

lingiDg together, while the children played round

be trees, or waited by the cows, for the chief ingre-

iient of their frugal supper, which they generally

sitting on the steps in the open air*.'* It is a

not unworthy of Rip Van Winkle himself,

le mighty tide of time is ever rolling on, and such

snes as these must now be looked for in the newly

claimed regions of the West, or the Canadian

|*orest, where many an embryo city, destined to rear

edifices, and to diffuse riches and civilization

' Letters of an American Lady., (Mrs'Orant of Laggan).

k£ti^.^^LjCi^ ,1^;.-.
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li

around, is at this hour comttiencing' its career, wit|||

the <iaw-iniil) the grist-Tkiill, and the wooden wharf.

lite local situation of Albany is very fine, thil

town being placed npon the declivity of a hill, orerJ

hanging the river, on its western bank; and thel

panoramic view from the roof of the Capitol is bean.|

tiful and extensive, embracing the Catskill Moun

tainsy nearly 4000 feet high, clothed w'th wood

the very summit, the noble Hudson, spreading on

bciow, and a fine country on every Hide.

I spent the day following my arrival, in a mc

agreeable renewal of friendly intercourse with an ol(

companion, whose acquaintance I had made rami

years ago, while he prosecuted his studies in Edin]

burgh.

His father, distinguished by the old Dutch title

i

Patroon of Albany, is still better known by his talent

and virtues, which, during a long life, have secure

to him the esteem and regard of all his fellow cltiieo

and friends. Mr R r possesses a princely don

n-round Albariy, and I felt, in the sincere and cordui

welcome of the son, that one of the purest and mo

heartfelt enjoyments of life, is to be found in

practical assurance of an old friendship having exp

rienced neither diminution nor coldness, from

caustic influence of distance and of time. My frien

accompanied me to all that was to be seen in thecitj

and around Albany. Our first visit was to the Hoo

of Assembly and Senate, both of which are in ha

some and convenient halls. I remained some tin

in the Senate, listenmg, with interest, to the fir



llOUBE OP ASSEMBLY.

(Ijgcusfiion, of a public nature, which I had heard in

America. The matter in hand was of were local in-

I

terest, being the contttitntion of a new bank, and the

^ipeakers appeared to treat the controverted points,

I in a i^andid buNinoss-like style. There was little

room for eloquence in determining the amount of

Upital which a country bank should be allowed to

posaoHfi, and there wore no unnecessary or misplaced

littempts at rhetorical display. The appearance of

[the members conveyed the impression of sensible

Icnuntry gentlemen, and I left the hall, well satisfied

Iwith the mode in which business seemed to be con-

Idiicted.

The constitution of the State of New York gives

Itbe right of suffrage to every male citizen of 21 years

age, who has resided six months in the State, and

has paid a state or county tax within a year of the

Section, and also to men of colour (blacks and mu-

attoes) who have been citizens for three years, and

assess a clear freehold of 250 dollars value, and

ive paid a tax thereon. The Governor and Lieu-

enant-governor are chosen by the people, and hold

ice for two years. The legislature consists of the

enate and House of Assembly. The former is

)mposed of 82 members, freeholders, who are elect-

for four years, one-fourth going out annually by

station. The Assembly consists of 128 members

Jected annually, in their respective counties. The
[lectors may roturn any freeholder either to the

mate or Assembly, that may to them seem best;

|ind each tnettibet* of the Senate and House of As<
c
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The judiciary power is vested in a Court of Chancery

a Supreme Court, and District Court, with a Court

of Error, composed of the Senate, the Chancellor

and Judges of the Supreme Court ; the Judges, as I

have already noticed, becoming disqualified at the

age of sixty.

After leaving the House of Assembly, we drove i

few miles out of town, and visited a very fine fans

of 600 acres, which my friend occupies himself. Itlj^o cuji

consists chiefly of rich arable land and meadows, on

the banks of the river, and it pleased me to see that

so correct and spirited an example in rural econoiny

was there displayed, by ^ne whose influence ought

to have so much weight ill: the district. The fenceti

houses, &c. were in good order, and I saw some verj,

fine improved short-homed cattle, importi^d, at great,

expense, from England, and well calculated to bene-

fit the country^ Mr R r has shown a correct

judgment in selecting native cows, to mix with the,

English blood, and has reared one bull, in particular,

which I considered even superior in shape to the{

English sire : this animal was int^^nded to be let ontj

for the season.

My friend, who was always remarkable for a si

ieaiUf enjoys every advantage in America for indol'

ging his taste* Scarce had I set foot on shore ii

New York, when my eye was attracted to the fij

of the horses in the hackney-coaches and drays,

every subsequent opportunity tended more and mi

to delight me with the breed of horses, both in

V

. tisii.ii^.'.-i-i^i.A'iiitJ^I-i 4- v^
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Slates and Canadas. Mr R r had about twenty

I

io bis stables, part of them, of course, employed with

the oxen in farm-work, but all of them, in point of

shape, figure, and action, such as would command, in

Britain, the highest price given for carriage-nags.

A pair of very powerful handsome brown geldings,

which we met accidentally in one of his waggons,

Icost him 200 dollars, or £ 45, and which horses, I

liin confident, in London, would have readily fetched

|l20 guineas. Some of his saddle-horses were un-

leommonly neat, and a chestnut colt, intended for his

^wn charger, as general in the militia, was one of

be finest and strongest thoroughbreds I ever saw.

I may remark, too, that this stud was by no means

be regarded as the expensive hobby of a rich man,

|br in every part of the country the same superior

oimals were to be met with, and, from the team of

ilmost any ordinary farmer, horses might be select-

fit to grace thefour'in-hand. The buildings on

farm are of wood, and very commodious; the

ibles, floored with plank, last for a great many

[ears, and no doubt, in a great degree, train the

[orses to be steady in boats and on wooden bridges.

16 bailifi^, a very sensible active-like mctn, has about

[45 of money wages, a capital house, cow, and some

ler advantages. The cro^ s are chiefly wheat,

ndian com, pumpkins grown anaong the com, oats,

otatoes, and meadow-hay.

After a very pleasant drive, about six miles up the

Iver side, upon a real Macadamised road, which has

en completed for that distance, we returned to

c2

11
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Albany ; and, to while away an hour before going to

my friend's to dinner, I paid a visit to the Albany

Museum. This collection occupies a suite of rooms,

in a very handsome building of white marble, from

a quarry in its neighbourhood, and contains a fair

assortment of specimens in natural history. Here it

was my lot, for the first time, to come under the full

fire of Yankee curiosity, although I had been al-

ready engaged in some small affairs ofoutposts. The

only other visitor whom I saw in the museum wu i

a tall thin lad, who, the moment I entered, pounced
I

upon me, and, though ^ith perfect civility and good*

breeding according to his knowledge, opened a vol*

ley, with " How d'ye do. Sir (very nasal) ; I gue

you're from the old country." Quite aware that no i

impertinence was intended, I readily answered every

question, which now poured in nearly as follows:!

" May I ask. Sir, from what part of the old coun.

try ? May I ask what port you sailed from ? What!

ship did you sail in? What might you pay for your

passage? Are you going to settle in the States?!

What may your profession be? What is your|

liame ?" et multa aUOf to the like effect.

This inqusitive disposition has been a frequeDtl

theme of abuse against the Americans ; and that itl

exists as a national trait, I think no man can honest*!

ly deny. I have met with it every where, and

endeavoured to analyze it fairly and with candoorJ

The conclusion to which I ven soon came, and

which I still adhere, acquits the Americans of

inost remote intention to be at all uncivil to
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stranger. They must be viewed naHondUy\ in some

degree, as children; it must be remembered that

they live much in retired rural circles ; that they are

intelligent, well educated, and ever anxious to ac-

qoire information, all of which render them, when a

foreigner falls into their hands, rather apt to over-

step the European bounds of propriety, and many of

their questions, which to us appear trifling, bear pro-

bably upon points sufficiently important to them.

\^hatever umbrage too sensitive strangers may take

It the freedom of Americans, it is but fair to notice

the voluntary restraints which, in some respects, the

latter impose upon themselves. An American, who

vill not feel that he is guilty of any impertinence in

taking a peep at a book you may have in your hand,

will at once recoil when you open a letter, or are

engaged in writing, although it is sufficiently evident

that a mere selfish and vulgar curiosity would derive

|infinitely more gratification from a peep at the latter

an at the former. I enjoyed, also, many a laugh,

the crowded steam-boats, at the overwhelming

infusion which I occasioned, by suddenly turning

und, when I knew that half-a-dozen poor fellows

ere straining their orbs to decypher the emblems

agriculture figuring upon the buttons of an old

'arming Society coat, which I wore in travelling,

hey evidently lelt, that without a little more inti-

acy, the buttons were to be held sacred. In my
venture at the museum, dignity perhaps suggested

e necessity of immediately turning upon my heel

om such an impertinent Paul Pry ; but, what I
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trust may be called good nature or good tact, urged

the expediency of meeting the poor fellow in hit

own gpirit, and, by answering his queries, I scarce
I

gratified him more than by extracting, in like man.

ner from him, a stock of useful information regard*

ing the agriculture of New England, where my

friend, a shrewd, sensible sample of a Massachusetti

farmer, owned a farm of 200 acres. He had come

up with me the preceding day, from New Yoric, in

the North America, where he had formed one of tbe

party who had been selling their fat stock at New

York. I might have cut the matter short at ODce,

and enjoyed the triumph of sending o£F Jonathan (to

use a homely phrase) with aflea in his ear; but nn.

doubtedly I would myself have been the only safer* I

er, and he would very soon have forgot the rebuffj

which the saucy fellow from the old comUry had giv-

en him. Upon returning to the hotel, and mention*

tng my chat with the farmer, my friend Mr C——^1

who, from a residence of forty years in Canada, m\

derstands the American character better than mosti

people, commended me for the line I had followeil

and amused me with an anecdote on the subject ofI

curiosity, which has, I believe, travelled across tlie|

Atlantic, regarding a gentleman of the name of Wegt.1

This traveller^ besides the common ordeal, had tol

encounter an extra batch of inquiries^ from the spj

cttlation occa»ioned by a wooden leg. Wearied on

day with a most pertinacious host, who had extract

from him his name, his country, profession, rou

^c, the traveller positively protested against anot



INQUISITIVRNEBS. SP

qaestion being put. ** Oh I Sir," says mine host,

•< I would just like to ask one more." ** Well, well/'

nyg Mr West, " one more I will answer, and re-

member that clears alL" '* Certainly, sir, many

thanks : Pray, hew did you lose your leg 9" ** Oh I

my leg ; why it was bitJ* " Bit ! is it possible ? Well,

what could have bit it ?" ** Nay, friend, a bargain's

I bargain, you know : one question and no more was

oar agreement ;"—thus leaving Boniface in greater

perplexity than erer^

'; f^^'j }iUi'

Si . r.iv//

' .1
1 ,»'.Vf"
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CHAPTER IV.

Phaeton Excursion up the Banks of the Hudson to £a8ton~

Join the Stage-coach for Whitehall-—JBad roads—Village

of Sandy HUl—Town of Whitehall

Having expressed my intention of visiting a

Scotch friend, who has been some time settled upon

the banks of the Hudson, about thirty miles above

Albany, R r kindly insisted upon driving me

there in his phaeton.

At Albany I parted for a time with my good

friends Mr and Mrs C , who were to proceed di-

rectly home to Niagara, where it was arranged I

should join them on my return from Quebec.

Upon Thursday, Idth April, R r called for

me at Cruttenden's Hotel, and, in company with his

relation Mr S——r, we rattled away with four spank-

ing bays, for Easton, the morning pleasant for the

season, and the road, so far as Macadam went, per-

fectly unexceptionable. At Gibbonsville, about six

miles from Albany, is established a public arsenal,

and the hcatioriy to borrow an American phrase,

seems well chosen for operations in the north or

east, as the two canals open a ready communication

with the frontiers. At Gibbonsville we were ferried

over the Hudson to Troy in a most con\ enient boat,

which received us without unyoking, aud conveyed
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111 cleverly across. The boat was moved by two

horses and a horizontal wheel, operating on paddles,

in a simple and ingenious manner, the horses per-

forming their work like turnspits, or a party taking

exercise at a tread-milL Troy is a considerable town,

with a great appearance of lively trade, and some

handsome public buildings, especially a now church

of Gothic architecture. A few miles farther up,

we re-cro^sed the Hudson by a covered bridge of

wood, leading into the town of Waterford. This

bridge is 1000 paces in length, with a double road-

way, and cost nearly £ 16,000. There is a pontage

I

exacted, and a penalty upon carriages exceeding a

I

walk, when going along the bridge.

Waterford is a sweet village, containing many gay

I

white mansions, with green Venetians, neat gardens,

&c, and the scenery around is extremely pleasing.

The Hudson flows past the town, and the Mohawk
Jalls in, a short way below, with many wooded and

rocky islands in front. From Waterford our route

lay nearly parallel to the river, through a well culti-

rated country, with many handsome farms, the soil

varying in quality, and of inferior value as you re-

cede from the river. A gentleman whom I had

known in Scotland possesses a fine property on this

[road, and I resolved to surprise him with a visit.

We were most heartily welcomed, and only made
|g:ood our retreat by a promise, if possible, to return.

iHe has found his purchase a very advantageous one

;

the land seems of excellent quality, and he has evi-

Idently made great improvements in clearing, drain-

rt'~»f;
"'W58P5WJ!—
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iog, fencing, &c. The Northern Canal intersects

the estate. He has a comfortable mansion, with a

well laid out garden, rather ingeniously formed in

the hollow of an old quarry. The Hudson, with

many wooded romantic islets, and enlivened by rafta,

constantly shooting down some strong rapids, with

high land, well timbered, on the opposite bank, fomu

the landscape from his porch, where we found the

old gentleman enjoying the sunshine of a delightfol

April day. A few miles after passing Stillwater (a

small hamlet and post-office), we arrived opposite to

£aston, the residence of my friend. It was now re>

quisite to cross the river, which here expands to a

very considerable breadth, and, from its placidity,

gives name to the hamlet ind district. A ratW

ill-defined track led us through a field, and we de>

scended the bank, as I thought, with some hazard,

to the water edge. Here no handy waterman wait-

1

ed to give us his aid, |bnt a catamaran-like boat, de*

nominated a ScoWy long enough, thoi^h of a breadth

barely sufficient to receive the carriage, was at ov

service when cleared of the water with which she

was half full. I received orders to remain in the

phaeton, under the guidance of the coachman, while

my friends soon baled out a portion of the water,

and handled two long poles, by which we were to

be put across. The prospect, 1 must admit, was far

from satisfactory ; however, having no choice, I had

only to submit, and, after a proper plunge and a rare

jolt, our well trained active horses deposited u8 on
|

board, and we committed ourselves to the gentle

^„#i»^?^v-'.--T7
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corrent. In due time we reached the opposite bank,

and after another scramble, got safely ashore, where

my good friend was ready to welcome us. This was

the first specimen I had met with of the docility

irhich is almost universal in American horses, and it

the natural result of kind treatment. From the mo-

ment that these four spirited animals entered the

boat until they were required to leap out, a period

of half an hour, not one of them moved a hoof. My
friend's property formerly belonged to a branch of

the Schuyler family, and is beautifully situate on

the east bank of the Hudson, consisting of rich clay

land, low hills well adapted for sheep pasture, and

foodland behind. The house stands not far from

the river, and commands a very pleasing view.

R r and S r left us in the evening for the

I

residence of the latter, about ten miles farther up,

at Schuylersville ; and we witnessed another em-

barkation in the scow, which by no means diminished

my personal satisfaction at remaining a spectator

from the bank. I remained several days with my
friend, looking at farms in the neighbourhood, and

partaking of the kind and easy hospitality which puts

a man comfortably and completely at home. The

ralley of the Hudson is here of considerable breadth.

The Northern or Champlain Canal, connecting New
York vrith Vermont, Lower Canada, &c., passes on

the west side, at the distance, in general, of about

half a mile from the river. There is a large extent

of rich flat land upon the eastern bank, rising into

low hills and woodlands as you recede ; and, some

i
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miles in the interior, it is intersected by a line of

turnpike from Troy, &c, to the north, with a district

of settled country, inferior, however, in quality to

the river side. Numerous little brooks descend from

the hilly ground, affording a copious supply of wa-

ter for agricultural, and sometimes for mechanical,

purposes. Upon one of these, running through hi«

property, my friend has erected a brewery, which,

in the hands of two enterprising Scotchmen, pro.

mises to flourish. Sure I am, 'i£ superlatively good

ale can secure customers, the Elaston brewery de-

serves to succeed. Ice is applied in a particular and

scientific method, which enables the brewery to work

when others are in general closed from the tempera-

ture of the summer. In returning one evening from

dining with our neighbours at the brewery, I was re-

galed and astonished for the first time with afrog

concert. The night was dark, and we were picking

our steps by the aid of a lantern, when the chirrup

at once opened on every hand from a thousand

mouths. The whole valley seemed to be alive with

one mats of squeaking voices, which continued

through the night without intermission. The bull-

frog occasionally sings basSf but this evening he was

silent. The noise breaks strangely to a stranger's

eor on the quiet hour ; and I could not help associat-

ing it, in some degree, with the annoying recolleo*

tion of fever and ague, which will, less or more, con-

tinue to prevail until a general system of draining

shall thin this orchestra.

,
3ome species of frog grow here and in Canada to

>--^-'-0Af.i,am<m>^
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a prodigious size. A plain honest Scotsman, with

whom I travelled some days in Canada, amused me
much with his account of them, when detailing his

feats in the slaughter of wood-pigeons. " You ne-

ver saw the like 6 the puddocksy sir ; / brought down

three dows at ae shoty and afore I could tak' them up^

a muckle deevilf wi' a mouth as braid's my hof gobbled

up yin 6 them^ roup an* stoup** Mrs R , too, as-

gared me that, from her vicinity to the meadows at

the river side, she had no chance of rearing ducks,

the young brood always falling a prey to the frogs.

Upon Monday the 18th of April, after an early

breakfast, I left Easton, and joined the stage for

Whitehall, which passed on the opposite side of the

river about eight o'clock. I had hit upon the very

vorst period of the year for travelling in America,

and I was therefore led to expect rather rough work.

During the winter months the sledge conveys you

along with rapidity and ease ; and, in summer, the

roads being dry, and having then got their repair for

the season, are tolerably smooth ; but in spring mat-

ters are certainly bad enough. The American stage-

coach, clumsy and unwieldy as it looks, is by no

I

means an uncomfortable vehicle, and ceitainly with-'

I

stands shocks, the least of which would demolish the

best article ever launched from Long-Acre. It i^

suspended upon leather springs of great strength,

I

and carries nine inside passengers, six of whom are

seated face to face, and three upon a moveable seat

in the centre, with their faces forward, and backs

supported by a broad strap. On account of this

WC*"*^

jiii.'^.;/!^. 'iiJitSM
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middle department^ yon enter only on one side.

The panels are open, and provided with curtains to

draw close when required. The luggage is stowed

away in ample reservoirs before and behind, and the

only outside seat is & share of the coach-box to those

who can maintain their post. For my own part, al-

though I tried it, with a strong desire to see the

country and to chat with coachee^ I found it absolute-

ly beyond my skill, after divers attempts, to hold m.

In some places it is impossible at this season to use

the coach, and passengers are conveyed in long nar-

row four-wheeled waggons, with seats suspended, or

intended to be suspended, across; for occasionally the

board is loose, and makes most incommodious slips

from under you in the heavy jolts. The harness is

of leather, substantial and good, the coachmen care-

ful and most expert, and the horses truly excellent

But it is time to get on. When my baggage was

stowed, of which the heaviest portion had been most

correctly brought forward from Albany, where Heft

it to relieve R r's horses, I seated myself on the

box, and away we rumbled. Our pace was slot

enough, though occasionally, when a little tolerable

road presented itself, the horses exhibited satisfas-

tory proofs that, in other .circumstances, no delay

would arise from them. We passed through many

convenient and tolerably well cultivated farms. The

wheat and grass were both looking uncommonly

well. Merino sheep were to be seen everywhere;

the cattle appeared similar to our old short-horns,

but they have much need of improvement ; neither

k^t.^'.^';iMLML^fi&4^'^'ii.wJiJk^i<Fi....A. .
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can I commend the common breed of swine, which

are too generally of the long-legged, flat-sided de-

gcription, requiring, I am satisfied, as much food to

raise (/m stone of bacon as would yield two in a more

I

thrifty variety.

From these humble speculations, however, I was

I

roused by the enthusiasm of our coachman, who ex-

claimed, upon reaching Schuylersville, ** There, sir,

is the surrender ground :" alluding to the fate of poor

Borgoyne, who was compelled at this place to sur-

render himself and his army of nearly 60U0 men to

General Gates, in the autumn of 1777. The whole

route from Waterford to the frontier, including Lake

Champlain, has been distinguished in American his-

Itory as the scene of many battles, by land and water,

Ifrom the days of the unfortunate Montcalm, who,

jonable to control the savage ferocity of his Indian

lies, was forced to witness the cold-blooded butch-

ery of poor Monro and his gallant little band, after

by had surrendered and received assurance of pro-

ction.

When listening to the details which my friend the

}achman gave me with a fair portion of national

Exultation, I could not but reflect, with some de-

ree of wonder, upon the perverse obstinacy of our

itesmen, which led them, without a feeling of re-

st, to pour out British blood, and to squander Bri-

[ish treasure, in a cause which no thinking man
TOuld now venture to advocate or defend.

It is perfectly wonderful, considering the state of

the Provinces at the period of the revolution, how a

Mi
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I

people so thinly scattered, and, in every respect, go

indifferen1-ly prepared for the mighty contest, wer«

able to cope with, and I'inally withstand, the concen-

trated powers of Britain. A great human instru-

ment was raised ip in Washington, a man whom I

shall ever revere as one of the most perfect charac-

ters which any age of our world has produced. No

name stands higher than his in the annals of true

fame ; and when we cast into the balance the amount

of human happiness which his talents, his labours,

and his Christian virtues, secured to the boundless

regions of the West, there is neithei hero nor legis-

lator who ccn dispute his claim to be recorded as

perhaps the bravest and the best of his race.

Parties of labourers were, this day, every where

employed, repairing the banks of the canal, which

was expected to open in a few days for the season.

Often did I wish that the track-bv^at had been start-

ed, for the roads were in many places very bad

<' Dreadful roads these," I observed to the coach-

man, as he steered us, to my admiration, through

pools of mud, and along the edge of yawning ditches.

" Yes, sir," says he, " but I don't much mind the

holes, if I only knew how dctp they were-" and truly

some of them were somewhat difficult to fathom, as I

frequently saw our leaders scr^.mbling like cats, out

of one clay pit, when our wheele'-s were descending

to the croup in another.

As it respects the coach and its contents, that we

did get through is certain, though, it may be suppos-

ed, not without some pitching and jolts. The wary,

.,aaifa:«a<A^i^.rf,;....-...,,^.>;i:^..;t;.,i,a<k>^
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yet resolute manner, in which the coachman drove,

and the uncommon action, strength, and docility of

the horses, could not have heen surpassed. One

compact, gay, little fellow, not above 15 hands high,

had been ten years on the line, and seemed yet as

llresh and lively as a colt.

As we approached Sandy Hill, formerly Fort Ed-

Iward, the country became extremely pretty. We
had a fine wooded range of high ground, called

V/eilland's Mountain, closing the landscape to the

east, and the Hudson on our left, descending a shoot

of 75 feet at Baker's Falls. There was also a large

dam, about 900 feet in length, a short way farther

up. Thi soil was sometimes clay, sometimes sand,

and I observed clay-slate, limestone, and black

marble, as we drove along. Sandy Hill is a village

of great beauty, with some excellent new buildings,

[public and private, in the course of being erected.

[The commanding prospect, and fine air it enjoys,

linust recommend it as \\ residence.

it was my intention at this place to have left the

stage and to have visited Lake George, returning

[here next day, in time to catch the coach from Al-

Ibany. 1 found, however, that the summer arrange-

bents were not yet ni»<le ; that the road was in a

[very bad state, and the landlord, whose kind and

]xious exertions to accommodate me I shall not

Isoon forget, advised me. upmi tifcp whole, to relin-

Iquish my plan, and proceed aA^er dinner to White-

Ihall. Fortunately, I took his advice, as next morn-

ling was so rainy and haey, that I would have failed

D
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in my object, and the coach-hour being later than t^

day, I must have had a night-ride from Sandy Hill

to Whitehall, through a road which appeared to nie
|

sufficiently hazardous even in day-light.

After an excellent and comfortable dinner, for{

which we paid only one-fourth of a dollar, cider

brandy, and Hollands included, we resumeo oorl

jouruv^^y ; our luggage, in the mean time, h&vkA

been removed, and stowed in an open waggon, an

the road from this to Whitehall was not yet in a

condition to receive the coach I had formed, by

this time, a very agreeable acquaintance with Mr

S , a fellow-passenger, bound, as I was myself,

for Montreal, and we got seated alongside of each

other in the waggon, with the shaggy skin of a buf*

falo for our cushion.

Immediately after leaving Sandy Hill, a venera-

ble tree was pointed out as the spot where the an-

fortunate Miss Macrae fell by the rifle of her Indian

guide, in a struggle with another party of Indians,

who wished to obtain the reward of safe conduct

promised by Captain Jones of Burgoyne's army, to

whom she was betrothed. It is a melancholy tale,

and, to this day, forms a subject of deep interest in

this part of the country.

The soil around Sandy Hill is of a fine grazing!

quality, and the land sells from five to eight doll8n|

per acre.

A great portion of last winter v/as unusually mil

in thip district. A farmer told me, that, upon a cei

tain day of January, when the Hudson below Al
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j»^y WM *'/(pvered with sledges, he was unahle, upon

thf safi^ ^ftufi to find a passage upon the ice, 50

luile^ fsLtikiff to the north. As we advanced, we

^^Miln*' ^cft*'f-tiy satisfied of the expediency of

[i!^au|(i(^'^ *^f vehicle. In many places it was with

\i\n> ^/Mfi^umt kMtifU ^liAt our four horses could extri-

Lakte tb^ vrnf^^oD. The clay was particularly tena-

Xemt 4m\ h^to/y, thf' wheels clogged, and, from time

Lti/rui, itHT coarJiman had to disaiount, drag a stake

Ifrom ^he fence, and clear out the mud, as not a

lipoke could he seen, each wheel heing one solid

nass. It will he readily conjectured that our pro-

ress was slow. The road went along the margin

Wood Creek, a rapid and considerahle river,

Bowing northward into Lake Champlain. At some

oints it had quite overflowed the road, and we

^ndered into pools and currents. Ahout seven

re stopped at a tavern, five miles from Whitehall,

give the horses water (a refreshment, by the by,

DQch more frequently, though moderately adminis-

red, than is usual among our coachmen), where I

Dquired of the landlord how long these five miles

flight require. " Three hours, Sir," was the reply,

which I certainly considered him to be making

oerry with our distress. A tedious plunging drag,

[owever, satisfied me that no joke was intended,

le evening fortunately was fine, with clear moon-

^ht, and, as every thing has an end, we at last

bund ourselves jolting over a little bit of corduroy

|a mode of crossing a morass, by laying round logs

isversely), and which ushered us, wearied enougli,

d2
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into the town of Whitehall, and to most comfortable
i

quarters, in Johnston's, at the Phoenix } otel.

For the last two hours the aurora burealis had I

heen flashing in great beauty, and a rainy mornbl

was anticipated by some of the party, as commonlyi

following that appearance in the sky.

Whitehall is a small town at the head or wegtl

end of Lake Champlain. A good deal of business
ii|

done here, especiaUy in the lumber-trade, and tb

Northern Canal, connecting Champlain and AlbanyJ

commences at this point. The scenery around id

highly romantic, varied with the winding of thelakei

with precipitous hills and forest scenery on ever

side. It reminded me strongly of our own Loclj

Katerine, though, it must be admitted, upon a moi)

extensive scale.

When I came down, next morning, I found

party in the bar-room, just arrived, after a

journey through the road we had travelled. The

had escaped without any accident; but consider

themselves providentially preserved from havin

been turned over into the river.

Whitehall is said to suffer from the exhalations i

some marshy shallow portions of the lake below tb

town. One old gentleman, who had been oftb

night-party, called for a glass of brandy and mi

into which he shook a little white powder from
i

phial, remarking, at the same time, " I always ta

a little quinine when I chance to stop at Whiteli

.^-.'Iki:^ ^^*.-i;^
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CHAPTER V.

Lake Champlain—Embark in a Steamer for Canada—Ticon-

(leroga—Plattsburgh—St John's—Waggon-travelling to La
Prairie—Execrable State of the Roads—Steam-boat from La

Prairie to Montreal.

The morning, as had been predicted, was rainy ;

t
cleared, however, after breakfast, and broke up to

I fine day about twelve, when the steam-boat arriv-

Ifrom St John's.

At one o'clock we were informed the boat was

eady, having replenished her deck with billets, and

|er larder with good things ; and having settled a

[ery moderate bill, amounting only to a dollar for

ro ample meals, and a comfortable bed-room to

ach of the party, we got on board of the Franklin,

[beautiful and commodious vessel, commanded by

aptain Sherman, who seemed anxious to do all in

lis power to make us comfortable. The fare to St

lohn's in Canada, a distance of 150 miles, is five

ollars, or 22s. 6d., besides meals, which are very

}(lerate.

I was agreeably surprised with the scenery, hav-

been told that Lake Champlain had nothing to

oast of in that respect. We had a succession of

hoded hills, bold promontories, fine farms, pictu-
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resque cjttages, log-huts, &c. and, the afternoon

being delightful, I had the greatest pleasure in per.
{

ambulating the deck. An opportunity was, as usual,

afforded of forming acquaintances, and obtaininir

much local information from fellow-passengers, bvi

which I did not fail to profit. One gentleman, who

at parting gave me his card, and a most urgent!

invitation to visit him, was particularly well-informed

and communicative ; he proved to be priest of the

parish of Chambly, in Lower Canada, and I r^

gretted very much that it was not in my power tol

avail myself of his politeness. Another passenger,

an American, who left us at Ticonderoga, pressedl

me to accept a letter of introduction to a brother at|

Philadelphia, where he would promise me, he

any attention in his power.

I mention these matters, because I met with manyl

instances of similar kindness, and felt, that, where!

strangers had been less fortunate, the fault inust|

have too frequently lain with themselves.

We passed a range of well cultivated verdant!

farms, on the western bank, in Putnam TownsMpJ

New York, called the Scots Settlement, containing,!

I was told, about 1000 inhabitants, and pursuing

dairy husbandry to good purpose. Soon afterward

we approached the ruined fortress of Ticonderog

finely placed upon a beautiful peninsula, with Mounll

Defiance, 800 feet high, looking down upon it

From the summit of this mountain, in 1777,

unlooked-for salutation of artillery at sunrise, upoij

the 4th of July, that day since so famous in the

T -1^, ^'.i:,- .-.v ., ^.. •.»'\ii. SiL^;.*(&ik;i^iS^i*fe\i-l<
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nals of America, compelled General St Clair to aban-

don the fort, hitherto regarded as sufficiently strong

to check the British under Burgoyne, but now to-

tally untenable, from the successful attempt to

I
bristle with cannon the summit of Mount Defiance.

We observed a good many trading schooners, and

Is ferry at this place across the lake. An extremely

picturesque church formed a fine object in the land-

scape, and the two lofty mountains, bearing the

names of Defiance and Independence, are features

iilike conspicuous and striking. Lake George unites

[its pellucid water with the more turbid waters of

Champlain, near Ticonderoga, and the gorge of the

Inountains from which it issues, gives an assurance

Iflf scenery well deserving a visit. Essex, which we

ipsed this evening, is a town prettily situate, and

apparently in a thriving condition.

Upon Wednesday morning, the 20th of April, af-

er a most comfortable night, I came early on deck,

jiuiBciently so, indeed, to witness a beautiful sunrise.

The lake was perfectly still, and every tree was re-

iected, as on burnished copper ; for it assumed that

pie. We had stopped for a short time during the

jiight at Burlington, a considerable town in Ver-

nont. This State is famous for rearing live-stock,

bd a large proportion of the horses required in

New York is drawn from hence. It bears a very

litable appellation, as we had been all the evening

|idmiring the verdant and lofty range of mountains

J'hich occupy the greatest portion of its surface. I

[hould mention, too, that we passed the fort at
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Rotcoe's Point, built by the American! to command

the navigation of the lake, and which formed a por-

tion of the disputed territorial line, ultimately gab.

mitted to the decision of the King of Holland. The

final award of his Majesty formed at this time a very

common subject of dispute. It was a matter which

afforded ample room for discussion ; and the only

sound inferences which I felt myself warranted to

draw, amounted to a shrewd suspicion that Jonathan

had employed rather more active or able surveyors

than those who were in the service of Britain, and

that the Americans are, in fact, vastly well satisfied,

although they deem it necessary to grumble as much

as we do at the result. After all, perhaps it is not
|

easy to say more in favour of the Royal Arbiter,

than to state the fact, that he has failed in pleasing

either party.

Plattsburgh is a town of some importance, at the
{

mouth of Saranac River. An action was fought

here in 1814^ both on the lake and on land, in which

the British were defeated. Sir George Prevost being

obliged to retreat, and the flotilla being captured

and destroyed by Commodore Macdonough. A fine!

fiarm of 200 acres, on the banks of the lake, was pre-|

sented to him, as a public acknowledgment of

services.

At Isle au Noix we again entered the British ter-i

ritory, and saw the British flag displayed from the!

walls of a very humble fort. As we passed, asmali^

log canoe put off for the letter-bag, one or two offij

cers anxiously awaiting its return, with faces sufij
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ciently expressive of the ennui, which must attend a

residence upon this low, marsliy, and uninteresting

station. The Franklin terminuted her voyage at

the small town of St John's, upon the river Sorel.

It is a place of little importance, except that it is a

frontier town, with a custom-house and a collector,

who is said to have a very snug berth. Some fine

mountains are in sight, especially one of a conical

form, called Sir John Johnston's, rising abruptly

from the plain, and covered with wood to the sum-

mit. A fine bridge of wood, across the Sorel, lead-

ing into Vermont by a public road, is another object

worthy of notice. The rapids^ in the river, appear-

ed also romantic to a stranger, who had not yet seen

the St Lawrence.

Our first inquiry at the stage-house regarded the

condition of the road to La Prairie, which was

speedily ascertained to be sad enough. No coach

could attempt it ; but two waggons were appointed

to convey us and the mail-bags, so soon as the im-

portant aifair of breakfast was dispatched. In due

time our equipages appeared, and a gentleman, his

wife, and little boy, Mr S. and myself, led the way

in one machine, when the mail and two or three pas-

sengers followed close in the other. The day was

fine, and our horses all we could desire ; the coach-

men seemed both smart, civil, active fellows : and

further, it would not have been easy to muster food

for travellipg" consolation ; for, although we con-

trived to splutter off^ in a kind of hand gallop, we
had very soon to pull up ; and Mr S. happening to
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ask the diHtance to Montreal, we received for an*

swer, " Nirie miles hy water^ sir^ and the rest In/ mud;''

—a description which our woful experience proved

to be too correct. The fare was one dollar and a

half, which, in Canada currency, is 7s. 6d. ; a very

high charge, in this country, for eighteen miles.

About a mile below St John's^, we turned off from

the banks of the Sorel (which, by the way, bears al-

so the names of Richelieu and St John's), and pro-

ceeded across a flat and very uninteresting country,

for La Prairie.

We were now among the Hcdntans of Lower Ca-

nada. The population is almost entirely French:

a careful, contented race, and who ought to be su-

premely happy, if " ignorance is bliss." The reli-

gion is Roman Catholic, and a creditable attention is

paid, at least, to the places of worship, the churches

being both numerous and well built. The farms are

extremely inconvenient, presenting a narrow front,

with a depth sornetimes two or three miles in extent.

The houses, stock, and system of farming, seem very

indifferent. The swine, in particular, seemed to be

living examples of every bad point which it was pos*

sible to bring together. Bees, a symptom of indus-

trious economy, were abundant, however, upon every

farm. Occasionally we passed a house, compara-

tively of a superior description, in front of which a

long spar, resembling a Maypole, indicated the occu-

pier to hold a commission in the militia of the pro-

vince. The soil is clay, and, in this part of the

country, not apparently of the most fertile descrip-

tion.
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Lime, I believe, li almost unknown, in its agricul-

tural application^ The system of cropping pursued

\b sufficiently simple—corn-crop after corn-crop, un-

til the land refuses any return, and then abandoning

it to nature, to recover some portion of fertility, up-

on which the farmer may again commence his scoui^-

iag rotation.

We passed a party of road-makers at work, upon

the early part of our stage; they are in gnvem-

ment-employ, and L. 3000 had been allotted for the

eighteen miles, a sum which might probably have

done some good upon the ninth part of the way. It

may be in contemplation to proceed with a like sum

in future years ; but, from what I saw, there is to^a

much reai^on to fear, that, by such piece-meal work,

the whole money will be lost, so far as the object

was to obtain a good road. What is done this year

will be nearly impassable before a second portion is

completed, and little or no benefit will accrue, ex-

cept to the contractor and his men.

When we had been dragged through some half-

dozen miles of mud, and matters seemed rather to

get worse than better, the coachman entrusted with

the mail proposed to our driver, that they should

leave the improved road, and try the old line. To
this it was objected, that the old line was no>v^ '*losed

by authority, and that notice had been served upon

them of its being shut, and th.;t part of it was ac-

tually an enclosed field. The proposal, however,

after a little more scrambling, was acceded to. We
turned down a sort of by-track, and I had very soon
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a specimen, which, under evidence short of iny own

senses, would have been hard to credit, of what men

and horses, in this country, will get through. A
rough and swampy rivulet lay between us and tbe

gate of the field, which had been shut by authority^

and where we now saw two stout fellows drawn up,

armed with large stakes, to prevent our ingress.

The impediment of the brook detained us not & mo-

ment ; down we went,, plunging to the axles through

the water, and up the steep and lushy banks to the

gate, where we were brought to a parley. Many

high words passed with the farmer, and, as he had

both law and equity on his side, I was prepared for

another rough job through the brook, when the

guardian of the post-bags, in a most resolute tone,

swore he would take the responfiibility of shooting

any man who stopped the mailt as the other road,

from late rains, was absolutely impassable ; and,

suiting his action to his word, began to produce his

pistol. This formidable hint, to our great amuse-

ment, took immediate effect; and the gate being

thrown open, we entered in triumph. Our waggon

still kept the van, and, crossing the ploughed field,

we soon observed a new wattled fence, four feet in

height, which explained (as I imagined) the roguish

permission given to pass forward, and which we had

attributed to the bloody threats of the coachman.

Here, however, I again failed in my conjecture. We

kept at a steady trot, and, as we approached the

fence, and my curiosity was excited to the highest

pitch, at a crack of the whip, and '* Come, Harry, %/'
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addressed to on3 of the leaders, the horses ahsolute-

\j cleared the fence in true Meltonian styUf and we

at their tail, waggon and all, pitching like a hoat in

a heavy sea, and clinging to whatever we could lay

hold of, to escape rolling over board. It was an ex-

traordinary performance, and, although the first act

threatened something like tragedy^ the whole con-

cluded in the most facetious manner. The coachmen

were delighted with carrying their point, and the

praises we lavished upon them and their horses

;

while the fai^mer was brought into perfect good hu^

mour by some kind words, and a little assistance to

repair the fence.

Nothing further occurred on the remainder of our

stage, which, although only eighteen miles, had re-

quired six long hours to get through.

When we reached La Prairie, anticipating an

easy and speedy conclusion to our travels for the

day, nothing remaining for us to accomplish, except

the nine miles by water, we found our progress ar-

rested from the non-arrival of the steam-boat, owing

to a violent gale, which had sprung np, and which

equally put a veto on our proposal to take a bateau.

The St Lawrence is here of great widtb, but the

banks are tame and flat. The city of Montreal,

however, with the fine feature in the landscape, from

which the island derives its name, both gratified,

and, for the present, tantalized us. La Prairie

being a place where no travellers stop, who can get

across to Montreal, we had little reason to expect

sumptuous accommodation. The family were, how
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ever, remarkably civil, and made u» really very

comfortable ; while the bill, which frequently bears

no relation, in such cases, to the quality of the enter-

tainment, was sufficiently moderate, the whole charge

for supper and bed-room only amounting to half-a-

crown.

Next morning I was awakened early by the low*

ing of cattle under my window. They were for the

supply of Montreal, and had come from Vermont.

They were in very fair condition, seemingly about

35 stones Dutch, and were expected to fetch about

L. 10 or L. 1 1 each. No duty is exacted upon

them. The breed resembled coarse Teeswater, but

rath<3r longer in the horn. The storm of the preced-

ing evening occasioned a large congregation of far-

mers, cattle-dealers, and others, to assemble in the

hostelry :»f La Prairie. They were at times some-

what noisy, but in no degree inebriated or annoying.

I was informed that a good many farmers from

England, with considerable capital, had, within these

few years, purchased land in this vicinity, but, in the

opinion of my informant, (who, be it noted, howeyer,

was from be-north the Tweed), had not conducted

their matters in the most economical or successful

way. We found a crowded deck when we reached

the steam-boat, a feat which we accomplished along

a most ricketty wooden wharf, at no small hazard of

a dip in the St Lawrence. We left Prairie at seven,

the morning very cold ; and shoals of ice were to be

seen stranded upon the opposite bank. Amongst

other pftssengen, we had the stage proprietor, on
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the line from St John's, which he has managed for

many years. I recounted to him our adventure the

preceding day, commending the skill of his men, and

the activity of his horses. No coachmen, he told

me, can manage that stage, unless they have " grown

up upon it;" he had tried them from the hest lines

oi road in the States ; but they can't get on betM^een

St John's and Prairie, it requiring a rare union of

caution and courage. His horses cost him from 100

to 120 dollars, or from £ 20 to £ 30 each. He en-

ters them at five years old, and, by gentle treatment,

they speedily become tractable and handy, ready

even, as we had witnessed, " to charge an ox-fence
"

when required.

-
. .i^.^^-, ti..' <
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CHAPTER VI.

City of Montreal—Ice in the River St Lawrence—Market*^

Mr S.'s Notes regarding the Indians of the Western Coun.

try—Excursion by Steam to Quebec—Short Account of

the City—Plains of Abraham—Return to Montreal.

About eight, we reached the wharf of Montreal,

and were landed, with some inconvenience, upon

shoals of ice, fully twelve feet in height. The city

looks very handsome, as it is approached froiu{

Prairie ; and the glistening tin-roofs of houses, nnn*

neries, and churches, give it an appearance of splen*

dour, rarely equalled, while the mountain, withitel

woods and rocks, its orchards and villas, formgal

beautiful a^id romantic back-ground to the picture,!

Porters, from the different hotels, are always inl

waiting, when the steam-boat arrives, to one of|

whom we committed our luggage, and were conduct

ed to Goodenough's, a well-frequented and mosti

respectable house.

The arrangements, in our hotel, were muchthel

same as in New York; a public table, bar-room]

sitting parlours, verandah, &c. The party whom 1

found were generally mercantile men, many of then

from the States, and many of them from the Uppe

Province.

a.. .t,^<-stfiS.«^4(iii.-;-:
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The business of the season was just commencing^

id vessels had arrived at Quebec from Britain, a

Icircumstance, at $o early a date (April 20.), unpre-

Icedented, in the recollection of the oldest merchants

lof Montreal.

The steam-boat to Quebec had started, for the

llirst time, a few days ago, and I had reason to be

ikful that I had not been forward in time for

at trip. The river was still full of ice, and the

or Waterloo getting beset, she stove and sunk.

be situation of the passengers was painful and ha-

lous in the extreme. They were all in bed

|rhen the alarm was given, and had to rush up in-

itly) as the cabin filled in a few minutes. So

ndden was the event, that the engineer could not

HTL stop the engine, and she went down, with it

oing in full force. A passenger told me that when

!got on deck, the captain and rest of the party

scrambled upon the ice, and the vessel not ap-

ring to settle down vert/ rapidly, he ventured

tin below for his portmanteau, which he succeed-

iin securing ; but had scarce set foot upon the ice,

hen she disappeared. They had now a dismal and

rilous adventure before them, to reach the shore,

|circuitous distance of nearly two miles, by scram-

ig from one floating mass of ice to another, in a

erly cold night, and with no further clothing than

ey chanced to have on in bed. No lives were

but considerable property was sacrificed, and

rere colds caught by many of the party.

[Montreal is the chief trading port of the St haW'

-4^
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rence^and although vessels have hithertobeen obliffedj

to clear at Quebec, it is understood that a Custotfrl

House will, ere long, be granted to the merchantil

of Montreal. No situation, 500 miles from the sej

can be better adapted for commerce : it must alway

be the outlet for the largest portion of Uppe^

Canada produce, and the most suitable depot k
supplying the varied and increasing wants of tha

fine province.

The streets are sufficiently regular and airy, and

many of the public buildings are handsome, particJ

larly the Court-House and Jail, and the Roman Ca

tholic Cathedral, lately erected at an expense o|

L. 100,000. The material employed is a finedarll

grey limestone, susceptible of a good polish, and toi

brilliancy of the tin roofs has long been a charact

ristic feature of Montreal. The shops and hous

are generally provided with iron shutters, as a secuj

rity, I believe, against fire. It appeared rather ei

traordinary that so little had been done in prorid

ing, accommodation for the vessels. I fouDd

however, that this was in course of being supplie

and the facilities of the nojle river, duly appreciate

by providing suitable quays.

Where I am a stranger, I always make a point i

visiting the markets. Those of Montreal seem to I

well supplied. The beef was capital, veal and poii

excellent, mutton at this season, scarce andpooj

The price ran from 3d. to 6d. currency per lb.

butchers were remarkably civil ; the firmest and I

best pork, they told me, was fed in the States, m
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jiittened principally upon maize. In sauntering

I

gboat, I stumbled upon a large hall, near the river,

appropriated to the fish-market. The supply seem-

ed most abundant, consisting chiefly of bass, pike,

pickerel, eels, &c. : Billingsgate (I may add) seem-

|ed to be here greatly shorn of its rhetorical flowers.

There is of course, a very mixed population. Na-

Itive Canadians in their grey surtouts, Indians wrapt

lop in their blankets, English, Irish, and Scotch, are

l«een bustling along, with priests, and bands of pretty

little female choristers, arrayed in white, flitting

om church to convent, and, for the^r^^ time since

[had landed in the New World, not a few beggars

oliciting alms. The poor ai'e liberally cared for at

k religious houses, and it was impossible to avoid

unnecting this appearance of regular mendicity with

hose lazy habits which are sure to be engendered

k gratuitous supplies. The barracks and military

ide-ground, seem commodious, but are not conti-

jus, and the romantic river of St Helen's, opposite

jie lower end of the town, forms an agreeable sta-

OQ for the artillery department. I experienced

och kindness and hospitality in Montreal. Mr G.,

nidst all the mercantile hurry of the season, de-

ted some hours to a very agreeable ride around

neighbourhood, mounting me upon one of tlie

8t active, pleasant horses I ever rode : He was

ed in Upper Canada, and would have carried

elve or thirteen stone with any hound. The

^rchants of Montreal, amidst the frosts of Canada,

retain a love for the chace. A small pack of

e2 •
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fox-hounds is kept up by subscription, and sometime

affords them excellent sport. A friend of n^i^

startled me a little, by stating, that he occasionally

took the same horse ninety miles to covor, and

a day's hunting brought him home a like distancej

" Unless you hunt by steam," I exclaimed, «
jt jj

impossible." " Why," says he, " that's the whol(

secret ; I go with my horse on board the steamer
i

Quebec, and reach Trois Rivieres in good time

breakfast, hunt with my father-in-law, who keep

a pack, and return to Quebec by the afternooj

boat."

The views from the mountain are extensive ani

beautiful, and several pleasant villas adorn its sic

We passed through a large farm, belonging to, \

occupied by, the priests, who possess a large

nory. The soil seems of good quality, but the

culture is slovenly. Orchards are every where i

be seen ; and a country rich and fertile on ever

hand. The population of Montreal and the subnrl)

exceeds, it is believed, 20,000 souls. I dined wit|

Mr G. after our ride, with a very pleasant party i

mercantile gentlemen. Our Ministers, I found, wej

in no g^eat favour, from the recent attempt to alt

the timber-duties, although, from the best authorif

I could meet with, I must infer that the timb

trade is not a prosperous one. The statements)

in Parliament regarding the amount of

vested in that branch, were sufficiently absurd;]

there can be no doubt that it is very consider

and that any abrupt alteration to be followed by
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I^Ation in the export of timber, would create the

Ipost serious distress both to the merchants and co-

lloDistfl. Much was said of the rapid advances which

he Upper Province is making, and of the rising va-

ne of property there. I was told of a case which

irred about thirty years ago, where a lieutenant

the army, being L. 50 in arrear to a Montreal

erchant, insisted, along with his promissory note,

handing over a lot of land assigned to him some-

ikere in the then Western Wilderness, a security

rbich the poor merchant regarded as much upon a

with the subaltern's note, who was just about lu

176 Canada with his regiment. The allotment

rsisted of 1250 acres, upon the Lake Ontario, of

bich seven hundred were sold last year for Seven

iredpoundsf and Jive hundred and ^fy acres of

lie best quality reserved. Such are the changes

^ich time effects, without the aid of any other

;nt, and such cases, I was assured, are by no

eans rare.

It having been ascertained that the river was now
^lerably clear of ice, the steam-boat was fixed to

for Quebec upon the 23d of April. I was here to

; with Mr S., the American gentleman with whom
[had travelled from the banks of the Hudson, and

did so with sincere reluctance. His mild and

liable manners, with the rich store of information

possessed, regarding the Western Country, had

sn a source of daily enjoyment and information to

be, and I felt strongly the regret^ to which travel-

t
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lors iniiat so often siibniit, of !«liaking ti fiiendiv

I. nd with little prospect of ever meeting agi in.

Mr S. is one of the two resident ngents for the

gveat fur company at Michillimackinac, and \m

Hpcnt most part of last winter in Washington, where

he had been no idle observer of public affairs. He

seems of opinion, that too many lawyers have got

into Congress, and that much valuable public time Ik

consumed in making speeches, oftener perhaps 'n>

tended to gratify their constituents, than to serve

the public interest. JVIr S. considers General Jack-

son likely to be re-elected, but that a law will soon

follow', to incapacitate the same individual from twice

filling the President's chair, while it will probably

extend the period of holding office, from four tom
or seven years, which last would seem to be founded

(m sound policy, as no roan can carry into elfect a

political system in the present short period \}(fm

years.

Mr 8. has necessarily enjoyed many opportunitiei

of studying the Indian character, and many of hi§

anecdotes were extremely interesting. The'j are,

upon the whole, a harmless race^ unless when roused

by passion or by ardent spirits, and they display

noble instances of bravery and self-denial. It ii

easy to secure their confidence and friendshi*), and

settlers seldom suffer from them any annoyance.

There is an unhappy rivalry between the States

Great Britain to secure their friendship, and certaii

tribes are now looked upon as attached to eacii

tion. A large distribution of presents annually taki
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rtliwo.
ThrT^ uf tlie Stnte8 coriHiMt principftlly of pro-

lvi>iii)im nnd absolute ti«*co»Hiirief«, while BrittMti gives

jfiitiH,
powder, flint, knives, ^c, iirticles which, al-

though not of equal benefit, u^e greatly more prized,

Ln thoy can readily be bartered to the tra<U)r8 for

Lrhisky and rum. Most aun]Min{[^ scenen of cunning'

ind deception take place on these occasions, the In-

mn allies of the two nations manmuvring with

infinite adroitnesi, to participate in the bounty of

Iwh.

Mr S. gave me an <fcccount of an interesting cnnoe-

Irojrage through the Indian country by Fox Rivor,

Itrom Michigan to St Louis on the Mississippi, a dis-

lltuice of about 1000 miles : it occupied him about

|l«renty days, and during that period he saw much of

he Indians. One chief, who visited his tent in hopes

obtaining salt and whisky, displayed infinite ad-

llress in his endeavours to ascertain whether Mr S.

luHigcd to the States or to Canada, that he might

(juare his demeanour accordingly. The scenery was

pqncntly magnificent : and game of all kinds, bear,

ieer, geese, ducks, &c., was in profuse abundance

;

p birds were actually so fat with feeding upon the

rild rice, it being then the month of September, when

; becomes ripe, that they frequently burst on falling

the surface.

The rapidity with which the great rivers are de-

Bnded, produces a change of climate approaching

enchantment. A gentleman, who had been frozen

|p
in the western country when engaged in the f\ir

}. weary of inaction) caused his canoe to be cut
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ont of the ice, and getting into the Mississippi, within

eight days from leaving his winter quarters, was poU.

ing ripe cherries.

I left Montreal upon Saturday morning, the 23(1

of April, in the steam-boat John Molson, named af-

ter its respectable owner, who was himself on board

The ice upon the quay had been converted into mud

and I was thankful to embrace the vociferous offer

of a habitan to convey me in his little cart to the

vessel, a distance of about a dozen yards, throngh

whi^h I must otherwise have waded knee-deep. We

left Montreal at nine ; the day was fine for the s^^a-

son, and the voyage proceeded prosperously aid

agreeably. The scenery of the river is, upon the

whole, rather tame, and, except in some places, too

expanded to be picturesque, until we approach Que-

bec, where the boldness of the banks counteracts in

the landscape the effect of the width of the mer.

Neat churches and neat spires are frequent on both

banksr Sorel is the first stopping-place, about forty

five miles below Montreal. The river Sorel or

Richelieu here falls into the St Lawrence. There

is a small town, fort, and government house, but no*!

thing worthy of particular remark. Our cabin par-

ty was a very ple^ant one, and, as we diacovei

tnost opportunely after dinner, that it was Si

George's day, we behoved to evince our loyalty b;

some extra drafts upon the steward. In the even

ing we stopped to take in wood at Trois Rivieres,

small town, about half-way, being ninety-six mill

from Montreal and eighty-four from Quebec. Thi

ll^i£dii&iJi^.
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John Molson was a delightful boat, almost entirely

free trom that noise and tremour which are so com-

monly felt on board of steamers. The motion might

in fact be compared to that of the Manchester rail-

way. Our rate was twelve miles an hour, with two

barges in tow, having 13,000 bushels of wheat as

their cargo. I was much pleased upon all occasions

with the regular and expeditious manner in which

the necessary supplies of wood were conveyed on

board and piled in the places allotted to them. The

consumption is of course considerable, and in some

places the article has already become comparatively

scarce. The pine is used between Montreal and

Quebec, and an ordinary steam-boat consumes fifty

or sixty cords, or about 7000 cubic feet each trip.

Wood is furnished upon the St Lawrence for one

dollar, or five shillings per cord, which is about one

halfpenny per foot, while upon the Hudson it now

costs three times as much. Upon the lakes where

hickory, beech, maple, and other hard woods are in

use, one cord is found to equal three of the pine.

The evei^ing was delightful, and the moon rose in

great beauty, shedding a soft and silvery light upon

the river, and, as we had some very tolerable musi-

cians on board, the time passed swiftly, and it was

late before I prevailed upon myself to turn ii^to my
berth. The sleeping accommodations were well ar-

ranged in the main cabin ; they were clean and com-

fortable, and a curtain with a sliding-rod, very in-

geniously contrived, formed a snug little apartment

for each two beds. On the following morning, when
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1 began to look out, the scene in the cahin was rather

amusing. Americans and Canadians are early risers,

and by seven o'clock a general shaving and shifting

was going forward in great force. By-and-by we

were promenading on deck, and the cabin windows

being thrown open, matters were speedily set to

rights, and the stewards busily engaged in very pro-

mising preparations for breakfast. We had by this

time approached the Rapids of Richelieu, which are

reckoned a somewhat dangerous part of the river,

and a thick fog coming on, we dropped anchor. As

the day advanced the sun broke forth, and we re-

sumed our progress, which, in a few hours, brought

us in view of the bold promontory, upon which is

placed the Gibraltar of the North.

Quebec is certainly a very striking object. " Quel

bee" exclaimed the French mariner, on first behold-

ing it, and hence, with a little corruption, we derive

its modern name. The scenery down the river, the

eye resting upon the Isle of Orleans, and the land-

scape enlivened as we now beheld it, with numerous

large vessels under crowded canvass, formed alto-

gether a splendid picture. Shall I confess that in

passing " Wolfe's Cove," the achievement of our hero

lost somewhat of the romantic hue with which early

fancy had been wont to paint it ? The ascent did

not exactly appear so formidable as I had expected.

AVhen I visited the spot, however, and examined it

more closely, I was better enabled to appreciate the

difficulties to be surmounted in mastering such a

ravine with troops and cannon during the night I
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feel persuaded that my first impression and slight

disappointment may be traced to the wide expanse

of the river, and the magnificent scale of the scenery

around.

Upon reaching the quay we found still many for-

midable relics of winter. The ice upon which we

stepped ashore was fully ten feet thick, and huge

masses ot it lay scattered along the beach. What-

ever inducements Quebec may hold out to the stran-

ger, comfortable hotels are assuredly not of the num-

ber. Mr J., of the house of Gates and Company at

lifontreal, upon whom I had a credit, was a fellow-

passenger, as also Mr H. of the Upper Province,

lirith both of whom having formed an intimacy, I

accompanied them to a boarding-house in the upper

town. Our accommodations fell considerably short

of what might have been rsasonably expected, but

our host and his lady were civil and attentive. The

hotels of Montreal greatly surpass in comfort those

I
of Quebec, from the very sufficient reason of having

a great deal more to do. The large annual assem-

blage of company at Saratago and Balston Springs,

near Albany, has established a sort of fashionable

tour by Lake Champlain to Montreal, and thence to

Niagara, returning to Albany by the grand Erie

canal. Along the whole of this route every exertion

has been made for the accommodation of the public,

and many of the hotels are extensive and particularly

{well kept.

Quebec is divided into two towns, called, from re-

liative position, the Upper and Lower. The lattet
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occupies a very limited stripe along the river, at the

foot of the lofty limestone cliff, on which is placed

the upper town, crowned by Fort Diamond, so named

from crystals interspersed in the rock, and rising

about 350 feet above the level of the river. The

population is about 20,000. In the lower town are

the custom-house, numerous large stores, &c., with

all the filth and confusion of a sea-port town, con-

fined to a narrow space. The ascent to the upper

portion is uncommonly steep, and it is at once singu-

lar and somewhat startling, in the busy hours, to

encounter a habitan with his bonnet rouge erect in his

cart, and rattling his little horse at a full trot down

this rapid descent, without a thought of hazard to

himself or to the unwary passenger. Many a poor

cur, too, may be seen toiling in harness, and dragging

a vehicle heavily enough laden up this weary hill.

After passing a fortified gate, streets diverge in

various directions, by one of which we entered a

large and spacious square, of which one side is chiefly

occupied by the chateau in which the governor re-

sides. The streets in this part of the town are sui-

ciently wide, and the houses large and respectahle;

still the stranger is impressed with a sombre feeling,

but very partially relieved by the military costume

and the imposing air of a garrison. The society of

Quebec is highly respectable: within its circle I

found an old and valued friend, whose family made

my short stay in all respects pleasant.

The state of the roads and ice upon the river St

Charles rendering it inconvenient to visit the Fall of
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Montmorenci, more ample leisure was a£Porded for

examining Fort Diamond, and sauntering over the

Plains of Abraham. Government has expended large

gums upon the fortifications of Quebec, and which,

possessed as they are of the combined advantages of

nature and art, must set at defiance, I should think,

the utmost e£Fbrts of bravery or skill. Among many

favourable circumstances, a copious supply of water

within the fort is certainly not the least important.

The casemates, or large bomb-proof chambers, along

the ramparts, are of sucL Mmensions as to permit the

whole garrison (4000 or 5000) to parade within

them, these halls of destruction communicating by

large folding-doors like drawing-rooms en suite. The

walls are forty feet high, and the ditch about fifty

feet wide, cut out of the solid rock. The barracks,

magazines, storehouses^ &c, are extensive and com*

modious, and the whole arrangements admirably

adapted for defence and mutual support.

Nothing can be more magnificent than the coup

dml from the old Cavalier's Battery upon the sum-

mit. Far to the right and left stretches the noble

St Lawrence ; close underneath is the city, with the

wharfs and shipping ; and on the opposite or southern

shore rises Point Levi, enlivened by many a gay

white building, farms, &c. Ranging to the east, the

eye at once rests on the Isle of Orleans, dividing the

river into two nearly equal branches; and to the

north-east is the bold ravine, from whence rushes the

Montmorenci, precipitating its waters over a fall

240 feet in height. The river St Charles bounds
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Quebec, upon the norih^ and from its banks a rich

and cultivated country extends back for several miles

to the Indian village of Loretto, beyond which the

landscape is closed by finely wooded hills as far as

the eye can reach. The Plains of Abraham extend

to the westward of the city, upon the table-land

above the river. The high road to Montreal nearly

intersects them ; and on the left, as you leave to^vn,

is the race -course. Some attention has been paid

to this amusement in Canada, and I saw two steeds

in training, not, however, upon the verdant tm-f, but

trasii>.g round and round the great square, upon

pavement and roads by no means smooth. One was

a powerful bay-horse, got by Filho da Puta, and had

cost 400 guineas ; the other was a favourite mouse-

coloured mare (Clara Fisher), bred in Virginia, and

of great symmetry and beauty.

The Plains of Abraham, however, have M'itnessed

more glorious and heart-stirring contests than those

of the race-course ; and the memory of Wolfe, fall-

ing as he did in the very arms of victory, must be

ever cherished and revered. The inhabitants of

Quebec are of a somewhat motley description. As

you pass along its streets, the lively chatter of the

native French, the animated brogue of the Emerald

Isle, English, Scotch, and even the dialect of the

Gael, assail your ear at every turn. Law proceed-

ings are conducted in English and French ; and in a

short tripA at which I was present, the jury was

charged by judge and barristers, in both tongues.

I left Quebec, late at night, upon my return to
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Montreal, the departure of the iteam-hoat being de-

pendent upon the tide.

The influx of emigrants at Quebec is very great,

and a large proportion landing in a state of destitu-

tion, the inhabitants are subjected to a most vexa-

tious burden in providing some temporary supplies.

Fifty thousand have been landed at Quebec this

season (1831), and probably ten thousand more have

passed on to Montreal, without being regularly re-

ported. App. No. 3 and 4.

The weather was fine, and I was again fortunate

in a pleasant party. Mr Molson returned with us,

having abandoned all thoughts at present of attempt-

ing to raise the unfortunate Waterloo. Another

splendid steamer, I believe of 260 horse-power, also

his property, was to be launched this day at Montreal,

tobe named the << John Bull ;" and his Canada friends,

j

who seem, by-the-by, ever ready to answer, and slow

to baulk, a convivial call, considered it quite inde-

corous to pass over such an event without ofi^ering

an oblation to John's success. We stopped as before

at Trois Rivieres ; and while the wood store was re-

plenishing, some of the party had a short ramble

through the village. It was a delightful evening,

and we heard with some regret the bell which sum-

moned us on board. One unlucky wight, who had

been at first rather tardy in his motions, was com-

pelled by a second peal so to accelerate his steps,

that, in passing along the plank, whether from inad-

vertence or the fumes of our libation to John Bull,

he missed his footing, and soused over head into
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the river. There was fortunately assistance at hand,

and he speedily appeared in dripping garments upon

deck, whence he was quickly removed to his berth.

The sun set this evening with uncommon splendour.

In the course of the night we reached Montreal, and

at an early hour I got ashore, and resumed my quar.

ters in Goodenough's hotel.
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CHAPTER VII.

Visit to the Upper Provinces—Coach Journey to La Chine—

>

Meam-Boat Travelling on the St Lawrence—Land T... vei-

ling in a non-descript Vehicle—Canadian Roads—Town of

PreBCot.

Time being precious, and the tommunication with

I

the Upper Provinces being now open, I prepared to

{leave Montreal, upon Thursday, April 8 *,

Coach hours are early in the States an9 in Canada.

hVe started before 5 a. m., along n very tolerable

road, for La Chine, distant tiine miles. A canal, of

Iconsiderable importance to commerce, by avoiding

(ome troublesome rapids, has been formed for the

llike distance. The surface of the country is flat

;

Ithe soil, though light, is apparently fertile ; and the

lliasbandry superior to what usually presents itself

* However crude the travelling accommodations may yet be

1 Canada or the States, it is certain that matters are mending.

Ib 1796, Weld could only find two vehicles in Albany, which
jrere in use to be hired to travellers, and these only to be had

t a most extravagant rate ; while, in order to reach the Upper
bvince, he says, " On arriving here (Montreal) our first con-

lern was to provide a large travelling tent-camp-eqttipage, buf-

tlo skins, dried provisions, &c. and, in short, to make every
' and necessary preparation for ascending the St Lawrence

[yabatteau to Kingston." At present, I had Only to step

Vothe stage-office and pay for my place.

P

s<^'
/<
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in this part of the world ; a circumstance which the

vicinity of Montreal may in some measure explain,

Our coach party proved a pleasant one. We had
I

with us a sort of public character, in a journalist of

the Upper Province, noted for principles, by gome

called liberal, and by others denounced as breathin?

sedition itself. Mr M was now on his re-

turn from Quebec, where he had been catering for

the columns of " Tlie Colonial Advocate" and, among

other items, had received the parliamentary papenl

upon the Rideau Canal, a precious morceau for cri-l

tique and exposition.

At La Chine we embarked in a steam-boat nponl

an expansion of the St Lawrence, called Lake St|

Louis. A capital breakfast was waiting us on fa

and we had a very pleasant run of twenty-three mile

to the Cascades, where (on account of rapids in the

river) we resumed our land travelling. Fromthel

bad state of the road we were obliged to use mg\

gons, and had a somewhat rough ride of sixteen

miles to Coteau de Lac. The country was settledj

and well cultivated. The houses, bams, &c. wer

commodious ; and we passed several handgomd

churches. The population I understood to be chieflj

Roman Catholic. At Coteau we again took pos

sion of a steamer, and started for Cornwall, di8tan|

thirty-six miles. The road during our last st

was for the most part along the river side, and tbj

noble stream, clear as crystal, with foaming rapid

and romantic islands, clothed in dark pines anij

other varieties of wood, formed a constant source i
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delight, not forgetting the brilliant plumage of the

{rested kingfisher, every where abundant on its

btoks. We were now upon Lake St Francis, ano-

ther vride expanse of the St Lawrence. It seems

to me that there is a pleasant variety in this amphi-

bious mode of travelling, and it is so arranged, by

suiting our meals to the time spent upon the water,

tiiat the utmost comfort and leisure is secured to the

titveller. The plan for to-day was to dine on board,

I

ind reach Cornwall in the evening, there to remain

ill night. An old adage has pronounced, however,

that there is much between the cup and the lip. We
left Coteau with every prospect of a favourable voy-

ige, but ere we had proceeded many miles we were

caught by one of those squalls, which occasionally

arise in a moment, upon the lakes. Preparations

fere making in the cabin for dinner, and I was en-

gaged in writing, when my attention was drawn to

I confused noise upon deck, while, at the same mo-

ment, the vessel gave a heavy lurch, with the sensa-

tion of a sudden stop. I was immediately called up

by a fellow passenger, and, as I ascended, the engineer

roshed past me, pale as death, exclaiming, '^ We are

\hitr I did not at the moment comprehend the full

extent of our danger, as the alarm arose, not from

the squall alone, but from the machinery having be-

come disordered, the pumps choked, and an explo-

sion immediately expected* All was in confusion

upon deck, the captain and mate alone seeming to

retain self-possession. A poor Canadian voyageur,

who had charge of the helm, fled from his post, call'

f2
%

!!
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ing in despair upon Sainte Marie for aid. Fortunate'

ly, a steady fellow, with better nerves and less faith in

saints, had been placed beside him, and succeeded in

keeping the vessel's head to the wind. At one heavy

roll, a general movement took place in the steward's

pantry, and nearly a score of bottles, Madeira,

brandy, &c. with lots of crockery and crystal, were

demolished, with an astounding crash. Bad as this

was, too, it was by no means all, for one of those ex*

tensive rafts, constructed in wiuter and moved down

in spring to Montreal or Quebec, had gone to pieces

just a-head. The logs, now cast loose, were rushing

past us in numbers on each side, with a violence

which must have inevitably staved the vessel if she

had been struck. Neither could we contemplate

without dismay eleven poor fellows cast awaybytiie

raft. Two or three of them, distinctly observed at

a very short distance, seemed to be in the last stm^*

gle ; and great was our relief by learning (though

not until some days afterwards, at Kingston) that

they had all, in a most providential manner, by clings

ing to spars, been carried for several miles, in safety

to the American side. For ourselves, by some hap*

py chani^e below, the pumps suddenly cleared, steam

resumed its office, and, ere we had time to ponder

much upon the matter, we were scudding back for

Coteau before the gale, which continued to blow for

several hours, with unabated violence.

On the following morning, when I came upon

deck, I found that we had taken our second depart-

ure i^om Coteau about 3 o^clock a. m. The sto.iA
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f^ past, the lake tranquil, and the morning beauti-

^, St Francis had now begun to contract, and the

St
Lawrence to resume its form. We passed many

romantic islands of various extent, some entirely co-

vered with wood, others partipJly cleared. On our

right, and close along the water edge, lav the Glen-

nrry settlement. A mansion-house, bearing the

nine name, is finely placed upon a commanding

I

point, but at present is in ruin, from the effects of

lire. The settlement is extensive, and the local ad-

rantages are such, that, with ordinary attention and

indiistry, the colonists must prosper. The wiieat

kad a most luxuriant appearance, but the general as-

pect of the farms betokened rather indifferent ma-

nagement. It may be very fairly objected, that an

Lpricultural survey from the deck of a steam-boat is

liittle worthy of regard, though a stronger bias cer-

tainly prevails with our gallant celts, for the toils of

forest and the chase, than for steady labour at

mattock or the plough. Several of the farms

I

fear a different aspect, and bring their careless neigh-

llioars into more striking contrast. We breakfasted,

|i8 usual, on board, and soon after reached Comwal],

Ifhere we were destined to pursue our course by

lland, for Prescot, a distance of fifty miles, and which

lit was intended we should accomplish before night.

|l had iravelled in coaches and in waggons, but here

|a vehicle was in waiting which might be termed a

ss-breed. It partook both of the waggon and the

eoach, and was most incommodiously distinguished

^y the Absence of a door, the window forming the

V .-.

li

I- I
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only mode of efPecting our " exits i nd our entrances."

A short distance from Cornwall we were brought up,

in some very heavy road, by the splinter bar giving
I

way ; an accident which, considering that we had to

send back to the town for aid, was repaired with mar.
{

vellons celerity. It soon became evident, howeror,

from this delay, and the general aspect of the road,|

(a heavy clay floated by rain) that we should not

sleep at Prescot ; and it was some consolation to

learn that one of the best kept taverns in Canada,

awaited us about midway. The part of the country

in which we now were, appears to be a good agricul*!

tural district. The soil varies from a hei^vy clay tol

a lighter description, in some places inclining to sand,!

and would seem to be exceedingly well adapted fori

a sheep stock. In the States of New York, andinl

Canada, a fine stool of white clover is ever ready tol

start up when the land is tolerably clean, and left I

rest. - -

Our route for the most part lay near the rirerj

and the beautiful scenery (rapids and romantic islanil

in succOssidn) contiimeJ to claim our notice and i

gpj-d. Farms, pretty well Cultivated, enclose^ 1i]|

** ivorm* fences of split rails, comfortable houses,m
fine orchards, were every where frequent, and fencj

could revel on many a spot where the eye of

woiild find little difficulty in laying out a noble do

main. Our road was now every mile getting wor

and the wooden bridges across brooks and ravin

appeared to my unpractised eye to be aliiiost impi

sdble. My fellow-travellers, however, (an
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young lady included) testified neither surprise nor

i]aim, and, of course, it did not become me to com-

nlaiQ. The planks of the bridges were frequently so

loose, so rotten, and so crazy, that I am yet at a loss

to
conjecture how our bulky machine and the four

Ugh-mettled steeds escaped without falling through.

A sufficient supply of stone for repairs lay along the

load side, generally too in heaps, as gathered from

tb land, while timber for the bridges was certainly

lot far to seek. The period of annual repair had

jiot, Iiowever, yet come round, and even then no me-

!til would be applied, the road would merely receive

|igort of levelling, often, as I was assured, with the

ighf and the mud holes be in some temporary way

|jlled up.

A great deal might be said upon Canadian roads,

d it is a subject of regret that, from several causes,

ere is but little prospect of any immediate im-

ovement. Road-making can only be substantially

d satisfactorily executed, by men who have made

a profession. Canada is yet too poor and too

inly settled to afford funds by assessment or by

mpike, and the roads are, for the most part, con-

Egned to the services of the farmers themselves,

ho turn out v 1th their waggons and teams for a

rtain number of days in each year. The interesi

f each individual is thus palpably to consult his own
e, and the road is repaired to very little purpose,

fact it is done with considerable reluctance, be*

use the farmer feels that he is labouring more for

public than for himself. His sleigh in winter,

u
"TfSHf^sfes^-
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with the advantages of water-Ksarriag^ in almost ererr

part of the province, render the good or had condi-

tion of the highways to him a matter of comparatiye

indifPerence. And thus it seems likely enough to

continue until the country fills up, and more genera)
j

intercourse shall be established. It may be a

why does not the Legislature interfere and completej

a good road, the first of all improvements ? In re.

I

ply, I can only hazard a conjecture, that, in the eventl

of a rupture with our neighbours, a gt>od road alongl

the frontier might be convertible into a serious annoyl

ance, and that for military purposes the Rideanl

Canal is expected to form a communication betweeni

the Upper and Lower Province. Whether it wilil

realize such hopes, or how we are to protect the|

locks at Kingston and other points of the line froo

any serious attempt by the Americans to occupy or

destroy them, must be settled by those who are

more deeply versed in such matters than I am : bo^

bad as our road may be, I am wandering rather i

far from it.

I have mentioned the awkward provision madeii

our vehicle for ingress and egress, a provision by tii

way, devised for the purpose of excluding water i

passing through rivers and brooks. Frequent wer

the requests of our coachmen, *< Jttst to get mtab
calls which, however prudent and reasonable

themselves, were attended with no slight inconve

ence to me, as it proved no joke for a man of mj

caliber to be bolting out and scrambling in at tli

window every few miles. Besides this harlequinade

i»i:«HB|iw;iiiW '

*
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oor ears were occasionally saluted in more critical

eircumstancesy with a shrill cry of, ** Gentlemen,

I

fkase a little to the right ot- to the left,* as the case

night require, when, our own sensations readily se-

conding the call, there was an instantaneous and amus-

jBg scramhleto restore the equilihrium. Broken heads

I

go such occasions are hy no means rare, though hap-

pily we suffered no material inconvenience beyond

Ue slowness of our progress. In one very bad clay-

Lie, with a steep bank, our machine fairly stuck fast,

Hid was all but upset. In vain did our excellent

brses strive to clear it. The "hman was obliged

to repair to a neighbouring farm for a team of oxen,

Ifhile some of the party provided themselves, sans

\mmonie, with stakes from the adjoining fence, to

ready with their aid. In due time the oxen ar-

|rived, the body of the carriage was lifted off the

ime, and the wheels extricated, the whole affair

mg transacted without any symptoms of bad hu-

loor, or, so far as I heard, a single angry maledic-

tion. The operation necessarily requiring some

|ime, Mr F , his sister, and I, paid our respects

an honest Dutch farmer on the wayside. We
rand a clean tidy house, a busy household, a most

nvil welcome, and a hearty lunch of bread and but-

I'r, preserved peaches and milk, all superlatively

)d ; nor could we manage to offer any compensa-

tion beyond thanks to the good dame, and gratifying

Br benevolence by a trifle of charity for a poor wi-

Dw in the neighbourhood, in whom the family

»med to b^ much interested.
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It was evening ere we reached our quarters in a

snug, comfortable country inn. The house wag not

very large, and the party was rather numerous, which

for the first time in my American travels deprived

me of a single room. This event, so fruitful a

theme with some tourists, only occurred to me upon

one other occasion, and then a handsome apology

was spontaneously offered by the landlord, in a

very crowded hotel, for putting a friend and myself

into a double-bedded room. Higgledy-piggledy ad-

ventures, no doubt, occur in the back woods, but we

should scarce hold it fair, (I guess,) to produce a

hedge alehouse or a Highland clachan as fair samples

of what travellers are to expect injourneying throngh

Britain. Many were the friendly admonitions, too,

which I received before leaving home, anent certain

little vampyres, the terror and the torment of weary

travellers. Now, whatever may have been the lot

of others, I am bound to state, that I only encouD'

tered this species of annoyance once, and that was in

our own good city of Quebec. The scenery at Camp-

bell's tavern is fine. Deer are frequently seen, and

Mr C. described with some interest the capture of I

two very fine ones lately, in the act of swimming I

from an island in front of the house.

The following morning proved very rainy until I

after breakfast, when it cleared, and we proceeded

cheerily on our route. We were now in the Matilda

district, which I consider a favourable situation for

settlers, who are able and inclined to purchase farms

already made. The soil appears in general of a

* *<«i<»y»«N^'»w»^lj»)iWHW»»;ij>>Wjr<tf
;¥*^w*WtP-w«
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Ijirht description, probably well suited for sbeep.

W'e had the river for the most part in view with

wooded islands of infinite beauty. In some places

the clearing of the land has been effected by fire,

and when a forest of tall blackened masts occasion-

illy presented themselves in a bay or behind a head-

land, bearing avery tolerable resemblance to a crowd-

ed dock, the mind's eye was led to anticipate the

period when such may be actually realized in the

commerce of this noble stream.

Nothing particular occurred in our day's ride.

The lumbering article of yesterday was exchanged

I

for two light waggons, the road was better, and we

reached Prescot in good time for dinner. This is a

I

town of some size, but does not at present appear to

be in a very flourishing condition. Directly oppo-

site in locality, and I suspect also in prosperity, is

Ogdensburgh, in the State of New York, to which

fe resolved upon a trip after dinner, as the steam-

boat which was to convey us to Kingston had not

yet arrived. We found a convenient steam-boat at

(he ferry, which in a few minutes landed us in the

States. Ogdensburgh was formerly called Oswe-

mitchie, the name of a powerful stream falling into

the St Lawrence, and, from the capital and taste of

Mr Parish, and other proprietors, is fast emerging

from a village to become a bustling town.

'.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Voyage from Prescot to Kingston—The Thousand Islands.

. Town ofKingston—Rideau Canal—Excursion on Quints Bay

—Voyage on Lake Ontario to Queenston—Anecdotes of the
|

Frontier War.

After inspecting some extensive saw-mills, we

returned to Prescot, and found the ** Sir James

Kempt" nearly ready to start for Kingston. Avery

large steamer, the property of John Hamilton, Esq.

was lately launched here, aud now lay in the river

nearly equipped. Late as was the hour, Mr E in*

sisted upon our paying her a visit, and most kindly

accompanied us. The affair was not altogether plea-

sant, as before arrangements were made, it had be*

come quite dark, and we required the aid of a ric*

ketty boat to reach the vessel, which being accom*

plished, we had to scramble up and down her lofty

side by the light of a lantern, and only a rope to

trust to. Her accommodations were certainly sn*

perb and convenient. We passed Morristown on

the American, and Brockville on the Canada, shore,

during the night, and being aware of the fine scenery

before us, our captain kindly engaged to call me be-

fore entering on the labyrinth of the Thousand

Islands.

•-»f*>^vw>«V»^^^
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Sundayt May 1.—About four this morning I was

jonimoned on deck, and found the ressel moored to

(natural wharf, where wo had been taking in a sup^*

ply of fuel. A set of free-and-easy woodcutters find

} livelihood here, by clearing Government land of

itj timber, without troubling the authorities to col-

lect value or rents. It consists of pine, and is not, I

believe, of much intrinsic value. A man may pre-*

jure two cords a-day, but it is severe work, and the

{irice, which is one dollar per cord, will do little more

than compensate maintenance and labour. Our ves<^

lel takes about 2000 cords per annum. The mom-

ijjr was worthy of May-day, and I watched the gra-

yS. approach of sunrise with much interest. The

rirer, smooth as a mirror, reflected minutely on its

iorfaee every tree and every rock. We soon got

iirolved among the islands, the river expanding to a

hke, and deriving its name from the number. On
Itrery hand you observe numberless channels and

irooded islands of all sizes and forms. Some are of

nsiderable extent; while others scarce admit of

oting to the woodman, who seeks to rob them of

leir solitary pine. Many a flock of water-fowl did

paddles scare from their quiet haunts, while oc*

ionally a majestic eagle might be seen soaring

loft. It was altogether a scene of much interest

id bep/dty. Our helmsman recounted to me a sports

% feat of some novelty which occurred here last

% and ended in the capture of a fine buck, observed

imming among the islands, and which, after many

double, was fairly run down by the steamer, en*-

Ji
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cumbered at the time by four heavy Durham boatit

towing at her stem. We stopped for a little ati

Guananoque, where a fine mill-stream pours into the
I

St Lawrence, and has led to a thriving establishment
|

of extensive flour-mills, a cooperage, &c., with a well
|

cultivated farm, the property of Mr Macdonnell

Kingston, the largest and most considerable town I

in Upper Canada, though not the seat of govern-

ment, opens with a fine efi^ect as you pass the Fort I

and enter the Bay. It is a rare and curious sight to

look upon a fleet of large ships of war, laid up in or-

dinary, in a fresh-water lake so remote from the I

ocean. Long may it be ere the Temple of Janus I

shall again be opened ; but should Ontario and Sriel

be yet destined to bear the armed navy of Britain,!

it is to be hoped that her rulers may discover thel

waters to be fresh. To send out at an enormous ex-l

pense from an English dock-yard the complete frame^

work of a frigate, was bad enough, but to

regular set of water casks, which a bucket was read}

at any moment to supersede, may well be termed th^

acme of improvidence and waste.

The town of Kingston is well laid out, with som^

handsome churches, &c. and many excellent prirat

mansions, substantially built of stone. Our quarter

in Meyers' Hotel were extremely comfortable, anij

We reached town in time to attend service in the Epis

copal Church. It was pleasing again to listen to thj

peal cf the organ, and the solemn liturgy of on

church, in a land yet but half emerged from a sava

state ; and we had a most excellent sermon from >Ii

t'li.'.V«--^">.J.'v;.Lilkfe h^.-
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the worthy and exemplary clergyman of the

place. Kingston is a place ot trade, for which it is

fell situate, and appears to he in a prosperous state.

It is also a military and naval station. The popula-

tion, I believe, is above three thousand souls. Hav-

'm an opportunity at this place of visiting a portion

Lfthe Rideau Canal, by a ride of a few miles into

ike forest, I procured horses for a young fellow tra-

Leller and myself from our obliging host, and in a

Nelightful afternoon, with a genuine American for a

nide, we started on our excursion. We had a

pleasant scamper through the woods, and in due

time reached the canal. Some very fine locks have

heen constructed here, of solid masonry and beauti-

m workmanship, but executed, I should think, with

lio very rigid considerations of economy or expense.

Un extensive embankment has been formed, to

l^epen a shallow lake, and the canal, from this point,

|irill very soon be opened into Kingston Bay. ^The

l^-huts, &c. are government property, stamped with

^e broad arrow, and the inmates, I regretted to ob"

lierve, stamped also with the sickly hue of an aguish

Idistrict. We crossed the line of the canal, and re-

Itaraed to town by the south side of the bay. A little

jtrait of American character, not perhaps unworthy of

cord, occurred as we jogged along* When passing

|i farm-yard, the ears of our guide were, for the first

time in his life, saluted by the screech of a peacock.

IListening with little patience to my description of

Ithe bird, he galloped ofiF to find him, pokingIbout in

leveiy direction. The evening was fast closing in,

II

I
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and an we could not proceed without him, I Houndod
I

a loud note of recal. It was sounded, however, in i

vain ; nothing would do, until he finally succeeded

in finding the ol^ect of his search, perched in full

glory on a rail. Some high-minded folks will per-

haps say, ** Here was impertinence with a ven*

geance ! What ? a fellow engaged for a time ul

your servant, absolutely presume to leave you in the

lurch." Even so, and yet I must plead to haringi

been more amused than provoked by the reRolutel

determination of Jonathan to satisfy a reasonable!

curiosity, though at the hazard of giving some ofj

fence to a temporary employer.

We recrossed the river by a wooden bridge, 1

by subscription, and the pontage upon which yieldi

a good return ; it fs about one-third of a mile in ex-j

tent. The fort, the navy-yard, &c. are situated op

on a bold headland commanding the harbour. In

paddock adjoining the residence of the commodor

I observed a small herd of the native deer. Tbei

were in low condition, but appeared near akin to I

red deer of Scotland. Willingly could I har^

lingered for some time in the neighbourhood

Kingston, but time was pressing, and only admitte

ef a ^team-boat excursion on Quinte Bay. I starte

in the Sir James Kempt on the following mor

ing, and passed several fine situations for \ illas

the vicinity of the town and upon the banks of th

lake. Mr Haggerman, solicitor-general of Upp

Canadifk possesses one of great beauty, with tb

grounds sloping down to the water edge. We ba

iL'^;-j3*ift
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n Oiiual a numeronp cabin party, and I met with the

itnost kindness and anxiety to afford me informa-

tion. The Bay of Quint6 is a sound, running up for

(ighty or ninety miles to the mouth of the River

Trent, and separated from Ontario by an extensive

Ld fine peninsula, called Prince Edward's Island,

hlissourga Point is very beautiful, in many features

ffdenibling the park scenery of England. The object

Uour voyage, besides the conveyance of passengers,

Itemed mainly directed to the collection of flour at va-

\mi villages and wharfs, and with which our deck be-

lorae ultimately loaded to its utmost capacity of stow-

Ue. Sometimes the flour was received from stores,

Ik frequently most comfortable looking personages

Intended our arrival with waggon loads from their

rms, periods of call having been previously arrang-

During a part of the first night rye lay at the

louth uf the Trent, and we spent the following day

lizing from place to place. It was amusing each

lorning at breakfast to observe the change of faces,

lich had occurred during the night. On Tuesday

rening we were detained at Bath by a smart tbun-

er-8torm, accompanied with heavy rain ; and, as if

disturbance in the elements was not enough, we
^ere favoured with a glorious row between a loving

ouple on deck. Loud was the din of war, but the

brill pipe of the lady prevailed, and the discomfited

Bro resigned the field, protesting that he could no

iger endure her temper, and now bade her adieu

pr ever. Little did he reckon upon having iHhearly

ealized this doughty bravado. The night was dark.
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and a hasty stride immersed him in the lake, from

whence he was dragged, sufficiently cooled, by the

men engaged in loading the baat, and restored to hn

cara spom, amidst the most appropriate exclamations

of penitence on her part for having, as she supposed

driven him to the dreadful act The country along

the Bay of Quint6 is altogether pleasing, the land

for the most part good, and the locality favourable

for agricultural or mercantile settlers. Various small

towns are here advancing to importance, and alto-

gether, it is a district which deserves the attention

of emigrants who are not prepared to plant them-

selves at once in the bush, and who have a moderate

capital wherewith to make a purchase of land, in

some measure reclaimed.

Early on Wednesday morning. May 4th, we

reached Kingston, and, after breakfast, I re-embark-

ed in the Alciope, a steamer which plies from hence

to Queenston, on the Niagara river. Besides ordi

nary passengers, we had with us a detachme.it

the 79th Highlanders, with families and bagj

on route for Amherstburgh, a small fort at the wi

end of Lake Erie. They were a healthy, joyous set

indulging in many a rough practical joke withtd

other, but kind, affectionate, and gentle to the womei

and children. The officers were pleasant, gent!

manly men, and great was the surprise of Captaii

R , who commanded the party, when he di

covered my name upon my luggage, he being a

tive dft^erth, although we were personally unknot

to each other. His wife and childrenwere with hio

and I felt a pleasure in being thus enabled to carrj
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good accounti of them to Scotland. Canada, ^ was

told, is sadly subversive of discipline, and a ran to

the States is easily effected, when officers prove what

the soldiers please to consider too strict. Two gre-

udiers from the 79th had disappeared that very

morning. Deserters, however, frequent!/ return,

and Sir John Oolbome has adopted, in ordinary cases,

leoient measures, a course which seemed to be gene-

rally approved.

Behold us now fairly at sea, upon fresh water,

with a head wind and heavy swell, and many passen-

gers discomposed. Our course lay about twenty

siles from laud on either side* Ontario is about

ISO miles in length, and 100 fathoms in depth. The

raiter is perfectly pellucid, while Erie is turbid.

Ilhe latter being comparatively shallow (about 40

&tuoms), probably occasions the difference. Our

cabin table and our cabin party were sumptuous

|iad agreeable, as I have always found them. On
lursday morning I rose early and enjoyed from

upper deck a splendid sunrise. It exhibited, as

h were, tue united magnificence of that sublime ob-

jject, as witnessed both at sea and on shore. About

twelve this forenoon, when perambulating the deck,

li huge column of smoke, rising in clouds, and far to

Ithe south-west, attracted my attention. It was Nia-

Ifara, then distant about twenty-five miles, as the

)w flies. The sky was of a fine clear, yellowish-

well adapted to increase the effect; and I watch-

td it with feelings of interest becoming hotti^ more

itense as I approached the scene of so many won-

i

^i
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ders. We were off the mouth of the Niagara a int

three o'clock, and met the steam-hoat for York coi

ing out, to which several of our party transferred

themselves. The river was full of shoal-ice, and our

progress became necessarily slow. Notwithstandinir

many precautions, we received some heavy thumps,

and lost part of our paddle* sheathing. The river ii

here about a quarter of a mile in width, and fomu

our boundary with the States.

Upon the south or south-west bank stands the old

French fort, garrisoned by the Americans ; and ex*

actly ins d vis is Fort George, occupied by Britisli

troops. Adjoining to it is the small town of Newark,

frequently and most inconveniently c "ed likewise

Niagara. It is well placed for trade, but did not seem

to be much alive. There are some morasses in the

vicinity, said to render it at times rather unhealthy;

but, as it stands upon an extensive platform, I should

imagine this to be rare, or, at all events, by judi^ioos

drainag3, not difficult to correct.

I ought to have mentioned that Mr H , who

acquaintance I had made in Montreal, is owner of
|

the Alciope, and was himself along with uf>. My

letters of introduction for Newark and Q u .^riftoa

were thus rendered nugatory, as my iiofcpi <^P

friend would allow no door in Queenston to opet

for me but his own. There we arrived early in the I

evening, and there I found a large and most comfort*

able packet from home, a gratification which almost

rivals Inreunion with friends. Queenston is a s

town, overhanging the river, and close at the foot rfj

that remarkable ridge which intersects the country,

,&^.'j
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ind which, by many geologists, is conjectured, at

«ome remote period, to have formed the margin of

Lake Ontario. Directly opposite is Lewiston, a

' -^ving town in the state of New York.

The hole frort^r fioi^ Ov^tario to Erie formed

the scene of bloody strife during the last war. A
lerere action was fought on Queenston heights on

the Idth of October 1812, and a tree in a small field,

on the west side of the village, marks the spot where

General Brock feL, when gallantly leading on the

British troops to a charge. He was greatly respected

by both armies, and deeply lamented by his own. A
stately column has been erected to his memory, with

I spiral staircase of 120 steps, recompensing the la-

bour of ascent with an extensive and most beautiful

prospect. The battle of Queenston was a day of

nried success, but finally terminated in the repulse

of the Americans. The animated and bloody contest

transacting on the Canada shore was alleged to have

rated somewhat unfavourably on the nerves of

e American reserve, who, at all events, by refus-

ing in the afternoon to cross the river, consummated

the discomfiture of their gallant friends. The banks

tf the river are precipitous, and probably 300 feet

in height, thickly wooded ; and here terminates the

wild ravine, which commences seven miles above it,

|tt the Falls. If certain geological theories are right,

lis was once actually the spot where Niagara

nndered ; and the Falls are supposed to have been

ages gradually receding. The nature of t&e sub-

rata and some well ascertained facts bear curiously

n this speculation. The constant friction of such

I

I
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a mags of water, as displayed in the foaming^ rapids

above the cataract, with the effective agency of win*

ter frosts, certainly conveyed to my mind a strontr

impression that the theory might be sound. The

river runs here with a powerful current, and is about

half a mile in width. It is hardly possible to imagine

a more appalling spectacle than the American troops

must have presented when driven in wild confusion

down these banks. My friend H , from a know*

ledge of their language, was attached to the Indian

brigade. He placed me, with a giddy head, upon

the spot where his unerring riflemen maintained a

deadly fire upon the hapless foe scrambling through

the thicket of cedars, or attempting to swim therirer,

in which many a poor fellow perished.

Innumerable are the anecdotes, tragic and comic,

which were detailed regarding this frontier war.

The employment of our red allies was a subject of

much vituperation against the British. Ine history

of Colonel D , a Canadian, who commanded the

,

Indians, was fruitful in adventure and anecdote. He

!

was perfectly master of the Indian language and ens*
|

toms, had lived much among them, and, to sum op

all perfection, hed chosen a Squaw for his wife. In

every sport and in every danger he wbp one of them-

selves ; and, where they place their confidence and

affection, both are alike unbounded. It happened]

to him once, in the western country, when engt^

in the fur trade, that his party, exhausted with &• I

tigue, Insisted all his persuasions to proceed, and in-

sisted upon erecting a wigwam for the night, at tl

certain pass, known to be a haunt of the Indiani
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fiien in wait to plunder the traders. The men

were soon asleep, but D , with an anxious eye,

lijr watching the dying ember:' , ;^nd, while there

jet remained sufficient light to distinguish obj«)cts,

lie recognised the dreaded visitors, crawling like

bige snakes into the hut. It was vain to think

ifresistance ; he feigned to be asleep, almost afraid

tobreathe, and only hoping that the removal of their

booty might satisfy the Indians, if no interruption

ikould occur. At this anxious moment, terrified

legt any of his men should suddenly awake, his ears

were greeted by a welcome whisper from the fore-

B08t, addressed to those behind, ** It is Redhead,"

die name by which D was known in the woods.

I

The simple announcement acted like a charm, and

the work of blood was arrested; but to show per-

haps (like David of old) how entirely they had the

party in their power, the leader moved quietly

round, and passed his hand along each man's throat,

Ihefore making his exit. At another time, when un-

ller the most distressing privations from want of

libod, D—- encountered a party of Indians, in near-

ly a& bad a plight as himself. Famine stared him in

Itbe face, and he could scarcely look for aid from

Ithose who had but a scanty morsel for themselves.

Relying, however, upon his knowledge of Indian

jfeelings, he thus, in simple language, addressed the

lief: ** Father, lam hungty:" " Son, (says the old

oflPering at once their little stock), take, eat,*'

M these are men whom we term savage ! May
)(i grant that they sufi^er no abasement in the

basted refinements of civilized life I

\\

!
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CHAPTER IX.

Falls of Niagara—Journey to York—An Extra, or American

Post-Cha'se— Newark— The White Fisfh of the Lake*-.

—Town of York—Government-House.

Friday, May 6.—After breakfast I took leave of

ray friend, and walked on for the Falls, leaving the

stage, in which I had secured a place, to follow.

The day was delightful, and as I ascended the steep

hill from Queenston, I overtook a soldier of the

79th in charge of the baggage-waggons, leaning on

his musket, and wrapt in admiration of the sur-

rounding scenery :
** It's mair like Scodofndy Sir, thm

ony thing Tve seen sin* I left it,'* was the poor fel-

low's remark, and truly it was far from misapplied,

making due allowance for difference of scale. The

country from Queenston to the Falls is well settled,

and finely diversified by farms, orchards, and open

forest. The soil is perhaps light, but in some places

of a stronger description, and all apparently fertile

desirable land. A very beautiful property, original-

ly laid out by the ill-fated Duke of Richmond, and

rabsequently possessed by Sir Peregrine Maitland,

adjoins the road. The house, which is in the cot-

tage style, of wood, seems large and commodious.

This estate is in a very favourable situation, and has

been lately sold for L.2000; it contains about 450

acres of good useful land. The distance from Queen*
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gton to Niagara is about seven milesi and I saunter-

ed on the whole way, the coach not overtaking me.

About four miles from the Falls, the sound came up-

on my ear like the murmur of Old Ocean on a

ragged strand. In certain states of the atmosphere

ind wind this is heard at a much greater distance.

The noise gradually increased, and by-and-by the

qiray was to be seen rising in columns above the

trees. A splendid and extensive establishment was

ioon after recognised as Forsyth's hotel, and, un jer

feelings far more intense than ordinary curiosity, I

karried forward to a point, where Niagara, in all its

j^ory, came in view. From the increasing facility

of migrating now-a-days, this wonder of the world

lbs lost somewiiat of that mysterious halo with

fhich it was wont to be enveloped ; but still it must

erer be Niagara. The most eloquent descriptions

fill prove inadequate to convey a just conception of

the scene. Nor can the pencil, I imagine, evei' do

it justice. A cataract may be said (as regards the

pointer's art) to di£Per from all other objects in na-

mire.' The human face and figure, the rich and

raried landscape, the animal and vegetable world,

nay with sufficient propriety be delineated at resty

but quiescence forms no feature here. The cease-

less loar, the spray mounting like clouds of smoke

from a giant limekiln, with the enormous sheet of

water which rolls over the precipice, can be felt and

Qoderstood only by repeated visits to the scene. My
attention was for a time distracted by the rapids

which are extremely interesting, aud which with any

i

Nl
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Other neighbour than the Falli would excite the high-

est admiration and wonder. After some t'^ne spent

in contemplation, I proceeded to my friends, where

a kind and comfortable home awaited me. Mr C.

possesses a residence, which is certainly one of the

most romantic domiciles in the world. The house

stands on a small lawn upon a point overhanging the

rapids, and about half a mile above the Horse- Shoe

Fall. The garden is behind, washed by a fine branch

of the river, which encircles a wild and thickly wood-

ed island, and on every side new and interesting

prospects appear. The river is a mile across, and of

great depth, and, for the same distance above the

Falls, is one continued sheet of foam. We saunter-

ed down in the evening to the river side, and the

rapids lost nothing by a closer inspection. My hed-

room looked directly upon them ; I could watch the

smoke of the Fall, even as I lay on my pillow ; and

with the wild roar of the cataract sounding in my

ears, I closed my first day at Niagara.

The following morning proved fine, and we devot-

ed the forenoon to the Falls. Lake Erie had jnst

broken up, and the icebergs came crashing down tiie

rapids, in a way extremely interesting. My friends

being quite at home in all the mazes of the riverside,

conducted me by a wild and rugged route to the

edge of the Table-rock, when, upon emerging from a

tangled brake, I beheld the Horse-shoe or great

British Fall, pouring down its volume of ice and

water, at the distance of a few feet from where we

stood. The rock felt to me as though it vibrated,
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lod a large mass did in fact lately give way^ soon

ifter a party had retired from the precarious stance.

It ig limestone, full of ugly fissures and rents. A
narrow wooden stair conducts adventurous travellers

to the bottom of the Fall, where a sort of entrance

is generally effected to a short distance under the

ikeet, and for which performance a certificate, in due

fbnn, is served out. The stair was at this time un-

der repair, and the accumulation of ice below per-

lectly reconciled me to waive pretensions to such

ilippery honours. At some distance below the Fall,

opposite to the American staircase, thei'e is a

I

jerry, to which a safe and most romantic carriage-

itNid has been lately formed, out of the solid rock.

It no small labour and expense. When a similar ac-

nmmodation shall have been provided upon the

American side, it is expected to prove a lucrative

Uncem, but for the' present, foot-passengers only

OD be landed in the States. The little skiff had just

Ipat o£P, with a party from the Canada shore, and got

littTolved in streams of ice, in a way somewhat ha-

Inrdous, and which rendered it impossible for the

patman to return. The scene from the Ferry is

lindeed magnificent, the Horse-shoe, the American

iFall, and Goat Island being all in view, with the

l^at cauldron eddying in fearful and endless tur-

Doil.
' In the evening I walked up the river side to-

rds the village of Chippeway, to visit a natural

riosity upon Mr O.'r estate. A spring surcharged

jfith sulphuretted hydrogen gas rises within a few

paces of the river. A small building is erected over

Ij
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it, and when a candle is applied to the tube in a bar.

rel, which encloses the spring, a bi*illiant and power,

fill light is evolved. Close adjoining, are the re-

mains of extensive mills burnt by the American

during last war. The water privilege is great, and

machinery to any extent might be kept in play.

Canada, for many a year to come, should have

little to do with manufacturing establishments. Her

resources, duly fostered, should be employed in the

production of food for the artizans of Britain, and

thus enable them to maintain their ground in the

foreign market. Neither should our agriculturists

at home be too much startled at such a prospect, as,

happen what may, <mr landed interest can never pns'

per while our manufacturing interests decay. Should

some thousand spinning-jennies, however, at a lii.

lure day, here commence operations, behold a ga-

someter both economical and effective proyided.

Springs of this description are by no means rare in

the Canadas and States. Some have been discover-

ed near Canandaigua of great power, and the pro-

prietor of the farm, annoyed by hosts of visitors, in

the prudent spirit of turning all to account, has

opened a tavern for the mutual benefit of the public

and himself.

The suction occasioned by the rapidity and depth

of the stream, extends far above the Falls, arid ren-

ders it necessary to use the utmost caution in navi-

gating canoes or boats. A servant of Mr C. was

lost some time ago, in a nocturnal expedition across

the river, and Mr C, detailed to me an adventure of
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hig own, which, though ttomewhat ludicrous, was

certainly attended with hazard. He had gone out

i^ishing with a young man in his employment, late-

ly arrived in the country, and finding the boat rather

more in the vortex than was pleasant, they pulled

for shore, in doing which, his companion, by some

iffkwardness, let slip his oar, and in making an ef-

fort under some mental agitation to recover it, the

pile and bloated visage of a drowned man presented

jteelf, close to the boat, dissipating what little self-

possession the poor lad retained. Mr C, however,

b]r an efibrt, soon got the boat out of the fatal cur-

tent, and put all to rights.

Upon Monday, May 9, I left my kind friends for

I

the purpose of visiting York, and the country to the

west of it. The morning was cold, and the wind a

sharp north-wester, accompanied by showers ofsnow.

As it was not a stage-day for Newark, I ordered an

ofra, which is the same thing with taking a post*-

chaise. Tt happened that old Forsyth, the landlord

of the Pavilion, had occasion to go down also, and

then I entered my extra, I found him very snugly

leagconced in a comer. To a man from the old coun>-

wy^ this was something new ; but the old geiitleman,

nrhile he o£Pered an apology, did not seem to be

much discomposed, and I rather think that the mat-

Iter was not considered of much moment. Within a

Ifeek I was myself led, unintentionally, to do the

Ifiune thingj through the prevailing practice of using

Ithe same coaches, for public and private travelling,

and upon that occasion the party received both my-
i "i
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•elf and my explanation with the utmost good hu-

mour, franknesS) and ease. My companion i^ pro.

prietor of the large hotel at the Falls, mentioned by

every tourist, and is a personage sufficiently shrewd

and well informed. He told me that his father had

heen one of the original settlers in the district, and

had migrated from the Genesee country. The change

within a f^ years seems to him nearly marvellous.

Often, he said, has he heen racoon-hunting where ig

now to be seen the busy town of Rochester, with

farms and villages innumerable, when he wag well

aware that no human being could be within a hun-

dred miles of him, save perhaps some wandering lo-

dian. Mr F. may be said to have satisfactorily ful-

filled one duty of a colonist, by no means unimport-l

ant. When I inquired of m, whether his family

was numerous, " Why," ...^o he, " Sir, I don't

know what you call numerous ; Fve raised nineteen,

ten by my first wife, and nine by my second." Wei

passed many excellent farms and beautiful orchardtl

in this stage of sixteen miles. The day continoedl

stormy, and ultimately the gale became so vi(

that the steamer for York could not venture out Al

lull was looked for towards evening, and I had nc

thing for it but to saunter about the neighbourhc

until the dinner hour at Kreysler's hotel. In god<{

nexion with the American Fort, Newark becami^

some years ago the scene of a tragical mystery, whicli

has kindled an extraordinary flame in every State o^

the Union. We are accustomed in Britain to

sider Free Masonry as a mere excuse for conTiviii
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f«laxation ; but it has of late assumed a very differ-

eiit aspect here, and although no doubt the ap-

proaching period of electing the chief magistrate

tends to give it peculiar vigour, still it must be

(ckoued the pivot on which all questions of a pub-

lie nature at present turn. The public journals suf-

ficiently evince the excitement of the public mind,

ind that baneful consequences have followed no man

cm deny, who is made acquainted with the fate of

iGiptain Morgan. This unhappy man having be-

come obnoxious to the brethren, because he either

kid or was believed to have promulgated the secrets

if the craft, a plan was concocted to punish his trea-

ion, and make him a signal example. Whether the

nheme originally conten- )lated his death, or only

m removal from America, does not exactly appear,

hat it is beyond a doubt, that he was inveigled under

inrious pretexts to Niagara, that he has never been

leen nor heard of since September 1826, and that,

Ik fact, there is every reason to believe that, when

Ontario shall give up its dead, poor Morgan will

Irise from its depths, in judgment against his mur-

liierers. It is a melancholy tale, and fraught with

Inatters of vital importance to the Americans. At
Ithis hour it stands on record, that after sundry at-

Itempts to bring the culprits to justice, the arm of the

iw has been palsied, and no jury has been found to

invict, upon evidence, too, which might have been

ieemed reasonably conclusive, while one most emi-

nent lawyer in the State of New York, has de-

nounced the jurors for ** utterly disregarding their

'
\
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duty and their oath/' adding that the ** very foun.

dution of justice is polluted/' Let the nation lookl

to it ere the hour goes by, when a remedy may bel

safely applied to so frightful an evil.

Among other good things upon our dinner-

we were regaled with the celebrated whiteJishy a de

licacy which^ as Charlevoix has long since remarkc

" nothing of the fish kind can excel." It is peculiarJ

I believe, to the North American lakes and rivenJ

and, so far as I know, has not been described by ichJ

thyological writers. Some naturalists consider it

be a nondescript species of Salmo, The flesii i^

white, aiid resembles the most gelatinous part ofthij

turbot, but considerably richer. The fish is taked

with hook and line, frequently at a hole in the ice]

bsing then in highest perfection, and runs fromthre

to eight pounds weight. There is a coating offaj

along the back, little inferior in flavour to the ridj

est butter. .

Aboi/it nine o'clock I was summoned on board, an({

soon after took possession of a sofa for the

We took our departure about twelve, and at sunris

next morning were just approaching the norther

shore. York is the seat of government in the upp

province, and a large peninsula forms a spacious anj

safe harbour, the barracks, public buildings, &c, mak

ing a very respectable appearance as you enter thl

bay. After breakfast at the hotel, where an IriJ

gentleman and I got a comfortable sitting-rooro, witl

our bed-rooms adjoining, I proceeded to deliver lej

ters, and waited upon Sir John Colborne, goveiT.i[
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of the upper province. I found the gfovemment-

^86, selon le regle^ at the west end of the capital.

It is a commodious irregular mansion, of wood, with

nrden, shrubberies, &c. The public apartments are

HJBciently spacious and handsome, and nothing could

nceed the affable and easy demeanour of Sir John.

It is not for a bird of passage like myself to offer an

(pinion upon matters of state, but I am greatly de-

leired if Sir John is not fraught with the utmost

ml to promote the prosperity of the province, and

Mgsessed of sound and clear \ lews, as regards its re-

iHirces and wants. He favoured me with a pretty

Interview, and then gave me a note to Mr Ro-

iKnson, who is at the head of the government land-

ce, and from whom I readily received every atten-

{tion and information in his power.

My next visit was to the office of the Canada

Company, where I found the commissioners commu-

licative and truly obliging. Dr D , who acts as

rdon of the forests, has spent much time in their

ipths, and gives the seria mixtajocis in the happiest

yle, when recounting the progroiis and adventures

settlers in the back woods. The Canada Com-

y, I should think, is calculated to forward the

ineral interests of the colony, although there are

irtainly tnose who think otherwise ; and if it shall

ntinue to be prudently administered, will in time

ield handsome returns. The exertions made to

icilitate the transport and settlement of emigrants,

d the liberal terms ht.ld out, cannot fail to secure

e confidence and good-will of intending settlers.

H
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I dined in the evening at the government-house.

The party was rather numerous, and quite as agree-

ahle as such affairs commonly prove. Sir John in.

troduced me to Dr B , as a gentleman particu.

larly able to give me information upon the state of
j

the province ; a character which he fully redeemed

both then, and during a long visit with which he

honoured me on the following morning. I may men-

tion by the way, regarding this gentleman (and I

certainly do so from no disrepect to him, but as illog-

trating good sense and liberal feelings in the go-

vernor), that, while he was marked by no exclunon

from the hospitality and private esteem of Sir John, I

he was yet remarked as frequently opposed to go-

vernment measures ; and I consider it a trait of temper

and tact upon the one hand, and of discretion and

independence upon the other, well deserving of re-

gard. Were such instances more frequent fewer

changes in governments would be required, and the!

public service would probably be essentially pro-|

moted. The government of Upper Canada is admi-

nistered by a lieutenant-governor, a legislative coon-

cil, of not less than seven members, appointed byl

mandamus from the king, and holding their situation|

for life ; of an executive council, of not fewer tha

and of a House of Assembly, being twenty-firdSIX

members returned by the respective counties. Thd

demon ofdiscord is no stranger here, and his Majettj/i

opposition claim notice in the Assembly of York, nii

less than in the hall of St Stephen*8. At present

understood government measures to be gaining
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polirity ; but as politics came very little within the

MJiere of my inquiries, I cannot vouch for the accu-

ncy of my information. That discontent and faction

I

exist in the province, is to say no more than that the

foremment of Canada resembles all other human
' itftitutions, but that any tangible gprievance is per-

Lnely maintained, must, I should think, be more

Ln doubtful. The inhabitants possess the means of

enjoying as much solid happiness as any nation on

Lrth. Mr H , the solicitor-general, assured me,

Itbt however turbulent or discontented individuals

Iny have been prior to their arrival in the province,

leonfort and plenty soon work wonders on those who

|iie of industrious habits, and loyalty and good-

}ova speedily follow.

h2
fe'

*^-

SA'

|-f'«;.
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CHAPTER X.

Stage-coach Journey through Toronto and Trafalgar Town,

ships—The " Farmer's Inn"—" Summer's Tavern"—Nelson!

Township—Visit to Guelph Town,—A Forest Ride—Negr
Family.

I LEFT York npon Wednesday the Uth, about

mid-dayyin the Hamilton stage, for Summer's Tavern,

thirty-five miles distant, where I intended to stop

for the night. After a frosty morning, the day be-

came sultry, and an early hrood of mosquitoes was

on wing. We travelled in a waggon, the roads not

being yet in trim for the season. Upon leaving town

to the west, we passed through some well improyi

farms, and soon after entered upon a tract of un

cleared forest, apparently not very valuable land.

The road runs through the Toronto, Trafalgar, an

Nelson townships. It is for the most part a finetnci

of country, intersected by powerful streams, faliii

into Ontario. Some of these are named by the nam'

her of miles distance from York, and are said

abound with salmon and other fish. They also affoi

fine situations for mill-seats. The road is one of tbi

great highways of the province, but is certainly as yi

sufficiently rude, and in some places not unattendi
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with hazard. The lofty banks of the creeks present

obstacles which have required more than ordinary

exertions, and public money has been applied to sur-

DOUDt them. I am afraid something has been amiss,

either in regard to a scientific survey, or prudent

expenditure, for certainly the attempt at amendment

his signally failed. The country along the whole line

ig rapidly filling up, and many farms have attained a

fell-cultivated appearance. Comfort and cheerful

I

industry seemed every where to reign, whether the

lettlers were yet engaged with the axe in commen-

ting operations, or occupied in conducting the details

ofmore advanced husbandry. It was interesting and

got unfrequent to observe the humble shanty, the

original nest of the family, left to maintain its station

Ikside the new and more extended mansion. Whether

arose from accident or design, I know not ; but

lit struck me as being in good taste, and calculated to

hrma useful memorial of the slender rill from whence

Ifltse and affluence were destined to flow. The doors

id windows being generally open, we caught a

fimpse of the interior of each habitation aswe passed,

ad, without an exception^ cleanliness and comfort

emed to prevail within. The women and children

rere particularly tidy and neat. One small possession

laid out in nursery ground for grafted peaches

id other fruit-trees, and the house apd grounds were

ressed in a style, easily attainable, but still ex-

emely rare in Canada. •*
f .i

About four o'clock we reached the end of our first

l^e, a distance, I think, of twenty miles, and which

'•-*;H:>:^-^'Ji^i^-Ji'A»ii,iic^\L'k :
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•- i;

ill'.

a pair of compact little entire horses had performed

remarkably well. We had taken, to be sure, four

hours to it, which our English Jehus may be ready

to sneer at ; but, had they encountered our steep

banks of tough clay, with four or five passengers,

luggage, &c., I suspect some, even of our first-rates,

would have stuck fast, or considerably exceeded this

allowance. We were welcomed to " the Fanners'

Inn—Live and let live"—(a motto not particularly

applicable, by-the-by, to Canada) by a bevy of smil-

ing damsels, who had every thing about the house

perfectly neat and clean. Having breakfasted at

eight, and supper depending upon the issue of a

fifteen mile stage, yet to come, I expressed a wish

to have some lunch, to which delay both coachman

and company most readily assented, a great spirit of

accommodation generally prevailing in this respect.

In a short time I was ushered into a comfortable

parlour, where a smart tea-equipage was set oat, not

without some regard to display; cakes of various

kinds, a capital cold apple-pie, and many a niceefj

catera besides, with one of the fair daughters to do

the honours of ^he board,—an office which she per-

formed with singular propriety and ease. The fa* I

mily appeared altogether highly respectable. Many

books lay in the room, consisting of history, biogra-

phy, &c., and one very splendid octavo bore to be the
|

prayer-book of ** Lsetitia Boure

—

Industry her occupation,

Christ her only salvation.**

I do not know if it was Miss Lsetitia, but one of th
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girls was the tallest woman I recollect of having ever

met with ; she was certainly rather over than under

gix feet, and uncommonly erect. Every thing beto-

kened ease and plenty about the rural inn ; and be-

fore remounting, I examined the carcase of a large

and very fat ox, hanging in the barn,—no bad pros-

pect for succeeding travellers.

Summer 8 Tavern is in Nelson township. The

host stands high in favour with Dr D—, and a few

lines from him secured me an extra welcome. I

parted here with my fellow-passengers, who were to

travel all night, for Hamilton. My first care was to

secure a guide and horses to convey me to Guelph,

an infant city, founded by the Canada Company, in

the wilderness of Gore—which afinir being satisfac-

torily adjusted with the blacksmith of the place, and

having appointed his son and pair of steeds to be in

readiness on the following morning, I had some sup-

per, and retired to a most comfortable bed.

Thursday 13M.—The morning proved fine, and

I

having got all our arrangements completed about

seven, I took possession of mine host's cvm saddle,

placed upon the blacksmith's best horse, and trotted

away, with his son, a fine smart lad, as pilot, on the

other. We soon turned off to the right, and ere

long got fairly immersed in the forest, losing all signs

of cultivation. There are more roads than one to

Guelph, and assuredly the one I travelled has no

claims to pre-eminence ; indeed, when I afterwards

tttacked my friend the Warden for sending me such

la route, he candidly admitted that he had selected it
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as a sample of " a realforest ride*' For some time

all was delightful. The road was dry, the day plea-

sant, and every mile became more interesting, as the

magnificence of the forest scenery increased. Pines

and cedars (the lignum vita) of splendid growth,

maples of several kinds, beech, walnut, and hickury,

elm, cherry, &c. stretched out their towering heads

or rugged arms, while the ground was enamelled

with lovely flowers of every hue, chiefly, I thought,

of the Campanula family. The only living sound

which broke the stillness of the forest (our own in-

significant voices excepted), was the song of the

thrush, the screech of the catbird, the whine of whip.

poor-will, and some other more varied notes of the

feathered tribe, with the constant din of what my

guide termed " them red-headed chaps,* the lovely

woodpeckers (Picus erythrocephaltts), whose hammer-

ing reverberated to a degree somewhat difficult to

believe the cause could produce. The gaudy crest

of this bird is said to prove an irresistible bait to the

muskolonge, a much esteemed fish of the pike species.

When at Kingston, my landlord called me one

morning to the yard, to examine a very fine one, just

brought in by an Indian. It weighed about 25 lb.,

and had been speared in five feet of water. It is a

voracious fish, and the captor had a severe bite on

his hand) received in securing his prize. But to re-

turn.—The surface of the country was often finely

undulated, with copious springs, numerous rivulets,

and romantic dells; and the limestone rock, underj

the most fantastic forms^ was thickly covered with
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the rock-fern, lichens, and an endless variety ofluxu-

riant vegetation. The undergrowth, or shrubbery,

consists of sassafras, with a bud in taste resembling

a custard, the dogwood, hazel, blackberry, straw-

berry, and many others, both elegant and useful.

Occasionally the squirrel would shoot across our

path, and perched upon some lofty branch, peer

down at the intruders. The black variety was new

to me ; it is a beautiful creature, and of considerable

size. This agreeable state of matters, however, was

lOon destined to suffer a reverse. A long, straight

and dreary looking avenue presented itself in per-

spective, which proved to be a corduroy passage,

across an extensive swamp. Without a moment's

j

liesitation, my gallant steed stepped upon the round

logs, and as he seemed to eye his difficulties

I

rith infinite good sense and caution, I left him to

pick his way as he deemed best. Ere long, however,

it became too much for my faith, great even as it

fas. The logs ^v'ere in many places rotten, and

fhat Charley designated " only a mud-'holey sir" re-

rarred so often, that in prudence I placed the boy in

pent. I cannot say that I gained much by this ar-

rangement, as, however startling it might be to feel

Iniyself getting engulfed—the flounders of my leader,

Idashing on perfectly unconcerned, through thick and

Ithin, were even worse to witness. I essayed to

Iwalk, but that would not do. The logs were slip-

jpery, and in his bounds, my nag went so near to up-

et me, that I was fain to remount. At length terra

la was regained, and my confidence mightily

I

M
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Strengthened in the good beast that bore me. At

one awkward moment, the raft, as I may term

it, gave way, and down we went, stern foremoit,

but one leg fortunately embracing the log in front,

the poor fellow dung to it, and fairly managed

to emerge, ere I could make up my mind on the

best chance to escape. About n(»on we came to an

Irishman's cabin, which stood for the half-way house

to Guelph. My first inquiry was, ** Have you any

com?"—" No, Sir," to my dismay, was the reply;

** but we have plenty of ocUs ;" corn in this country

being always understood to designate maize. Our

horses were forthwith put under cover, and Charley

proceeded to make them comfortable, while I entered

the shanty, and had a chat with the dame. Her

husbana bad lately settled here ; she said he was in-

dustrious, and getting on very well ; they had some

fine healthy children, and, though still poor, every

thing was clean, and without any symptoms of po-

verty or diHtress. I sauntered about the forest,

amused with storing specimens of the many flowers

which here, in native beauty, have been indeed

—" born to blash unseen,

And waste their fragrance on the desert air ^^—

until our cavalry had refreshed, when we resumed

our progress. Several clearings have been effected

in this quarter, and a good many settlers established.

I was struck with the conspicuous activity and in-

dustry of a Negro family. Numbers of these poor I

creatures, as opportunity favours, are ever watching

to escape from bondage in the Slave States of the
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Union, and are to be fnet with in various parti of

Canadft' It has been alleged that the Neg^o will

prove too indolent for labour, in a gtate of freedom

;

^a remark which, without stopping to prove unphi-

Io«ophical, and at variance with every principle of

human nature, was here most signally contradicted.

The same remark applies to several other farms, no-

ticed even in my limited excursion ; and the one in

(joestion exhibited a set of as busy and happy dingy

faces as a philanthropist could wish to look on ; while

the appearance of the farm spoke to the steady la-

bour which had been employed ; and the bam (the

test of a thriving colonist) was decidedly the hand-

lomest and largest that I passed. The crops of

fheat and clover promised the utmost luxuriance,

ind afforded the most satisfactory earnest of what

the forest will yield when brought into cultivation.

It went to my heart to see the noble trees blazing

iway as worthless weeds ; but it must for the present

continue to be the principal mode of disposing of

them, when at any considerable distance from a ri-

rer or a lake. We passed a party of three men,

having a small cart and team of six oxen, returning

from Nelson. The trip had occupied them three

days, and the state of the road may be pretty well

estimated, from such an expenditure of time and liv-

ing labour upon a journey of twenty or thirty miles.

Our own progress was tardy enough, and from time

to time we encountered more of the vile swamps, but

utill we managed to get through without mishap.

At one gap in the forest, I witnessed, with feelings

i

4
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of surprise not unmingled with awe, the effects of

what is here called ** a windfall^' or a hurricane in

the woods. Trees of enormous hulk lay smashed

like reeds, and a portion of the forest was laid bare,

as though a thousand hatchets had heen at work.

I reckoned it to have heen of recent occurrence, as

the road was in some places much encurohered ly

fallen trees, and, in addition to the bog-holes below,

it required some good steering to escape being tug.

per coll, above. The day, which had hitherto been

extremely pleasant, began to overcast, and was fol-

lowed by a drizzling rain. Having full confidence,

however, in soon reaching Guelph, this gave me lit-

tle uneasiness—nor was I particularly concerned up-

on coming to the alternative of two roads. When

Charley, however, to whom I applied for counsel,

oooUy admitted that he had never been beyond the

half-way hut, the matter assumed a more serioos

aspect. Neither farm nor farmer was to be seen—

and after the usual quantum of discussion, we hit

upon the usual happy selection of the wrong track.

^^/here our travels might have ended I know not;!

but fortunately after making some progress in oorl

dubious course, a house was descried, where we re-|

oeived the satisfactory assurance, that we were lear-

ing Guelph as fast as we could. There remaine

nothing for it, then, but to retrace our steps, thank-l

Ad at so early a correction of our mistake—and af-j

ter a wet,^ perplexing, and rather hap-hazard ride-

finally got sight of the citi/ about three o'clock.
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CHAPTER XI.

Town of Ouelph—Visit to Oalt Farm—Equestrian Excursion

to Brandtford and Hamilton—Interview with a Scotch

Borderer—Mohawk Vilhige.

It was necessary to cross the river Speed before

I

^Uing into our quarters, and as there appeared to

keenly the skeleton of a new bridge, without any

lymptoms of a ford, we were somewhat at fault,

then a party emerged from the forest : one of whom
Ipyed to be Mr P , an agent of the Canada

ICompany. By his direction, we made a detour to

Itke old bridge, as rickety and crazy an article as can

m well imagined. Our circumstances, however, ad-

|nittin(<^ of no delay, we led the horses across, not

rithout hazard to their limbs and our own, and soou

}t safely housed in Mr Oliver's tavern. Our land-

)rd proved to be a sensible civil personage, and

ilthoiigh his accommodations were somewhat home-

the essentials were good, and cleanliness and

kirility compensated for what else might he amiss.

Jr P received me in his parlour, and we were

sdily provided with a snug dinner, which con-

fined, to my delight, a fry of delicate pink-fleshed

routs, similar to the produce of some of our High-

land lakes, and which- the Speed supplies in great H

'/.-.Mt'j i.v*««ui5£^'J.j.-

i.». .a^.-^^^A^tt^
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abundance, affording excellent sport to the angler.

In the afternoon I walked out with my host, whom

I found posseHsed of a spice of hunsour. Ho con*

ducted me through a capital grist-mill, erected by

the Company ; the dues exacted at which, for grain

manufactured, amount to one-twelfth of the produce

in flour. The town appeared at this time rather

stagnant. ** There stands the bank (says Oliver)

which never stopped, seeing that it never started;

and that fine affair of a market-place will be six

months together without a joint."

The situation and soil of Guelph are healthy and

good ; the town standing upon a fine platform, with

the river sweeping round it, and enjoying the sine

qua rum of an abundant supply of copious spiings.

There is a very commodious log mansion-house,

named the Priory, at present empty. It contains

good family accommodation, with some handsome

apr.rtment8; and, being sweetly placed upon the

bsnks of the river, is capable of being made a pleas-

ing abode* Upon a sloping bank, exactly opposite,

a good farm has been improved, and adds comfort to

the landscapes-while the forest in wild magnificence,

skirts the rising grounds which environ the settle-

ment.

I left Guelph the following forenoon, in my land-

lord's light waggon, he himself undertaking to con-

vey me to Gait, the residence of Mr D , who I

knew was expecting me about this time. The dis-

tance was about twenty miles, for which I paid two
|

dollarsi or lOs. English. My host proved a most I
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jgtelligent and amusing companion. We found the

mad, upon the whole, very tolerable ; that is to say,

I never was required to dismount, for we were cer-

tainly not altogether exempt from a little corduroy^

tr floundering in a mud-hole. We passed through

lereral good-looking farms, in various stages of pro-

ffess, all of which were evidently labouring under a

{deficiency of capital, to stock and improve them.

Another industrious and prosperous Negro was lo-

lited on the wayside. He had invented a useful

MBipIement, which Oliver denominated a Hoe-plough.

I did not see it, but presume it to have belonged to

jtiie niunerous family of Grubbers.

Chopping, or clearing land of the timber, is readi-

llf contracted for here at 12 dollars, or £3 Sterling,

Ifer acre. It is then in a condition to be sown, which

li generally done at the rate of one bushel, or a lit-

jtle more, of wheat per acre ; and the return which

liay be looked for is from fifteen to twenty-five.

ILimestone abounds everywhere, but has been hither-

) little employed as a manure, though its efi^ects up-

a soil so rich in vegetable matter may be readily

vtimated.

The morning had been wet and dull, but the sun

oke forth as we entered the Waterloo district.

^e soil appeared here to be a dry friable loam, the

pher heavy, and of approved varieties, such as elm,

maple, &c. Springs and brooks were to be seen

abundance, and in many farms, leisure had been

id to grub out the black stumps, so offensive to

eye of an old country farmer. The live-stock.

ji
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too, evinced, by their size and condition, superior ma<

nagement and food. The dwelling-houses, barns

stables, and orchards, I may add, were all in charac.

ter. Oliver valued the improved farms at twenty-

five dollars, or six guineas 'per acre. The farmen

are for the most part Dutch, a truly primitive, fru-

gal race. Never shall I forget the venerable patri'

archal aspect of an old man whom we met in the fo-

rest, with a beard of driven snow flowing to his gir-

dle, and driving a team of superb bays in his wag-

gon. This district has been settled about twenty

years, and the farmers reaped some glorious har-

vests, when Guelph was forcing forward, by contract-

ing for provisions, carriages, &c.

After a very pleasant ride, we came, rather sud-

denly, at an opening in the forest, upon the Ouse,

or Grand River, where it made a beautiful sweep,

and a fine appearance. A little farther down, some

straggling houses and extensive mills announced our

arrival at Gait. A wooden bridge led us to a com-

modious stone-building, in the cottage style, the re-

sidence of Mr D , delightfully placed upon ari-

sing ground, and commanding fine views of the ri-l

ver. I found with Mr D a kind and cordial

welcome, and enjoyed the comforts of such a family

not a little, after the somewhat rough work of the

last two days. Mr D is a very extensive land-

owner, having purchased a large township, which he|

named Dumfries, and, in the present full tide of emi-l

gration, I doubt not that it will rapidly fill up. Thel

system of dealing with settlers here is particdarlyl
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ill

fiivonrable for those who are compelled to rely chief-

Ir upon their personal labour. Mr D op'-.ns an

account with each individual, receiving instalments

in money or produce, and frequently, where charac-

ter warrants such confidence, even supplying the

means of purchasing oxen, implements, or seed. At

1
10 early period of the settlement he formed a con-

gexion with Mr 8 , an intelligent, enterprizing

American, who devotes his attention principally to

the mills, where he carries forward an extensive con-

\m in the various departments of flour and saw

Bills, with a cooperage similar to the one at Guana-

Igoque, and from which he turns out uncommonly

lieat and reasonable articles. A son of Mr D.

Iieiides with him, giving his aid in the general ma-

iH^ement, and was at this time just returned from

I experimental voyage, in company with Mr S ,

which the important fact was ascertained, that

Onse affords a safe communication with the Wel-

nd Canal, a distance by water of 100 miles. A
rrel of flour, which now costs 3s. to reach Ontario,

|f111 thu^ be conveyed for 1 s. and all other produce,

(course, in like prDportion,-^a diff^erence of in .al-

ible value to the district.

Mr D- has e very neat garden tastefully laid

behind his mansion, and adjoining to it a large

tent c' improved land. The rocks at the river

k are < 'f limestone, which in fact forms the sub-

atum ot the whole, or most part, of Upper Ca-

la.

I

As my time would not admit of a long sojoui*n,

I
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where I should otherwise have enjoyed myself so

muchi Mr D kindly offered roe his horseg; and

his son, though still an invalid from cold caught in

his aquatic excursion, insisted upon accompanyinir

mo to Hamilton, where I would again rejoin the

high road to Niagara.

Saturdayy May 15.—We had a white frost this!

morning, followed hy a beautiful day. Breakfast

being over, we started for Brandtford, a village about

twenty miles off, chiefly belonging to the Indians.

I was mounted upon a capital steady mare, Mr D.s

own pad ; his son rode an uncommonly clever, activel

hackney ; and our baggage and sumpter-steed wail

bestrode by Simon Mackenzie, a Yankee Celt, aTeryl

civil fellow, but of a species (I was told) generallyl

the most untoward of all domestic animals. Oi]

ride along the river side was delightful, and the

scenery fine, farms and forest in alternate successiooJ

A few miles below Gait, we turned off to examin^

two properties then on sale : they were contiguoo

to each other, and appeared to consist of good

ful land, well-watered by copious springs, on a lime

stone bottom. The situation was extremely plea

sant, extending in front down to the river, and iQ|

tersected by the public road. Each farm contune

about 200 acres, of which nearly one-half was ii

proved and fenced, with tolerable houses, and tli

remainder in useful timber of various kinds,

price demanded was 40s. per acre.

Retun \ng to our route, we entered upon an

tensive range of open, grove-like woodland, princi
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pally oak, and the trees io diipersed as not to inter-

fere materially with the operations of the plough.

It had much of the appearance of some of the wild-

est parts of English park-scenery. An old Indian

path conducted us to a commanding point overhang-

ing the river, where we found a cool spring gushing

from the baak» amidst shrubbery and undergrowth.

A small and verdant knoll marked the spot where

ffgnd councils were wont to be held in olden times,

and where the calumet of peace has, no doubt, been

^n smoked, or the tomahawks sharpened for war.

It was a lovely landscape, with a greater range open

to the eye than usually occurs in the interior of Ca-

uda. Here we seated ourselves, enjoying the con-

I

tents of Simon's wallet and the spring, with due qua-

tion, while our horses had a little rest in the

jkeat of the day. Adjoining to this spot lived a

jOQDg Scotch settler, who had recently purchased a

lot of 100 acres from Mr D. He had already got

irery snug shanty erected, and was labouring away

rith his oxen, blythe and cheerful, at a good hazel-

Itoloured sandy loam. Recognising at once, by his

beet, from what part of Scotland he had come, I

liDquired if he knew a particular friend of my own

|(n the Borders, and the poor fellow's ecstasy was

Inost amusing when he exclaimed that his own fa-

Ither was a tenant upon my friend's estate. *^ Fm
ware" says he, " hell no haeforgot Walter Smith ; but

him you met the poacherf and he*II be sure to mind

I of course hinted a suspicion that some mis-

ip attending that lawless character had accelerated

i2
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his movements across the Atlantic, which, however

proved not to be the case. " At all events," I re-

marked, " you neither need certificate nor qualifies.

tion here : what do you principally shoot ?" «
Iq.

deed," says he, " if you'll believe me. Sir, I scar(>« ever

think about itffor there's ruiehody here seeks to hinder

us ;" a remarkable answer, and not without its ase

in forming a clew to the fascinations and excitement

of a smuggler s or a poacher's life. A herd of deer

only two days before, had wandered past him, yet

Walter felt no inclination to leave the plough, al-

though his rifle stood loaded in the shanty. He

will have thirty acres ready for wheat, to sow in

autumn, which, if he continues steady and Indus-

1

trious, will make his way to independence clear

enough, as he paid down at entry the full price of

his land. " You want only a wife now," I observed,
|

" to make you complete." " Yes, Sir ; but 1

have her from Auld Scotland, ^or these Yankee latxsl

are good for nought ; thei/'ll blaw the horn and takal

man froe the pleugh to fetch them a skeel d wotet'A

Ungallant as this speech may appear, it is neverthe-

less true, that American females almost exclusively

cQnfine their attention to duties within doors. No-

thing can be more clean, tidy, and comfortable than

their domestic arrangements, but they are seldom,

indeed, expected to extend their services ; and the]

surprise and incredulity of many a farmer in tl

States was unspeakable, when I told them of wo-l

men in the old country, of all ages, being regulatlyl
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leeD at work in a turnip-field, or engaged in filling

idung-cart.

There u a lovely sheet of water here, called the

. ])lne Lake, indented by finely wooded headlands

;

lad, a8 I sat admiring it, I could not but set it down

Ua splendid feature in park or lawn scenery, when

imne demesne or villa shall be here laid out by the

kind and the eye of taste. A little further down

ihe river side, we passed a valuable gypsum quarry,

hiobably formed by vitriolic springs acting upon the

olcareous subsoil. It is extensively used, and the

Ikp verdure of the waggon-track, from what had

|leen scattered, spoke distinctly to its value as a top-

ping. At a new settlement, named Paris, the

operty of Mr Capron, we crossed the river by an

icellent bridge. The situation of Paris, I think,

»mises success ; and Mr C. appears to avail him-
' of its natural advantages. Extensive grist-mills

at work, and also one for preparing gypsum, all

m a good mill-stream, which here joins the Ouse.

breral new buildings were in progress, and a post-

See is expected to be soon established. Upon the

16 side of the river as Paris, I had observed, as

rode along, many situations and farms apparent-

' very desirable.

Since my visit, Mr B., from Scotland, has pur-

sed one of these from Mr D. ; it contained 200

es, one-half of which has been lately cleared, and

lie remainder is in heavy timber. There was a capi-

liouse and a large bam upon the property. The
^ce of the whole was £500. It is a beautiful si-

eation about two miles above Paris ; and a friend of

'~*^*'«*>*».'S»sfc ---^-WSSHIW"-
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i

mine, who saw Mr B. in September, was assured by

him that it had answered all his expectations, and!

that he would not take £700 then for the purchase.

From Paris, where the river makes some beantiJ

ful sweeps, we continued our ride through what h

called an Indian reserve. A large tract of land here

and around Brandtford belongs to the Mohawks,

and is managed by government in concert with theirl

own chiefs, for behoof of the tribe. The village igl

named after John Brandt, a celebrated chief. We
found it, on our amval, swarming with Indiani,

a sale of village lots had taken place that momingJ

and high prices having been obtained (even at thfl

rate of £100 per acre), merrymaking and rejoicinii

concluded the day. We spent the evening quietlj

and pleasantly in a private family, but found oaj

quarters la the tavern somewhat noisy. My bed

room was snug and clean, but a joyous ball in tli

apartment below, with a noble frog-concert outsidij

atforded me but little benefit from its comforts.

Brandtford appeared to me a pleasant sitnatioij

The river winds finely past the platform on whic

it stands, and, upon the opposite side, are extenriv

holms not unlike the banks of the Earn in Scotia

or of the Eden at Carlisle. Of these, a great pa

belongs to the Indians, and will, probably for a loi]

time, remain unimproved*. Occasionally there i

farms to be had, and I should consider a purcha

here as likely to prove a good investment. I haj

received the particulars of an estate which was

• I have latel3' heard that these lands are about to comej

to the market.

^t ^i^^A* V j-l..iy.*^liAH"f

ifSfw*«iNSW



MOHAWK VILLAOB. 135

ule last summer, from a friend who looked at it.

It is upon the west side of the Ouse, exactly oppo-

lite to Brandtford, and contains 600 acres, eighty of

which are alluvial hottom land. It enjoys a valuable

tater-power, capable of being turned to account in

orious ways : the price asked was 3500 dollars, or

£875. An American gentleman, who was inquiring

ifter it, expected to buy it for £ 750. About two

miles from Brandtford, an Indian village has been

jeitablished under the charge of Mr L., a clergyman

of the Church of England, sent out by the Society

ibr Propagating the Gospel. Next day being Sun-

jiy, we resolved to make a small detour, and attend

worship in their church. The institution embraces

Ikoth spiritual and secular objects. They have a

Mechanics' School, where instruction is given in

bndicraft trades, and many, by steady progress in

Kquiring knowledge, and in managing their farms,

liFord sufficient evidence of their capacity to be

feaned from the dissolute habits, of the most disso-

llnte of all human beings, a half-reclaimed savage.

Iroo many, however, of these poor creatures still

lioam about, ignorant and idle, seldom indeed injur-

ling others, save in a moment of phrenzied intoxica-

Idon, but utterly useless and unprofitable to the com-

|iiuiiity and to themselves.

We were favoured with another lovely day, and

\ttA a sweet ride to the Mohawk village. Mr R.,

|vrho is settled in Brandtford, rode along with us,

lounted upon a clever little Indian horse^ of a breed

Iwhich they have kept always pure and distinct. In

•
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Mhape, iiie, ntid Action, h» romitidiMl ino Rtrongty of

the Coimck. Mr 11. hud pnid about i)Pi for him

then four yeani old. Ho nlio ipoko much of a pony

which ho had latoly purvhaned from tho Iiidiani, ufi

a brood alio rotaiued ioparato, and for which ho had

given seven guineas. Wo found, upon our arrivulj

the Sunday school at work, and it appeared to Ih>|

conducted in an orderly and becoming mannor. I^.

norance of the language precluded any further re

marks. The church is a neat, sniall building, iiJ

which the male and femiJe portions of the vongnu

gation occupy respective divisions. The clergyman

required the aid of an interpreter in the roadingJ

desk and pulpit. No hearers could be more nttenJ

tivo or devout than these children of the forent.

Th tld men, with their milk-white heads and placid

dignified copper countenances, would have made ad-

mirable portraits, and all appeared to join earnestly

in the liturgy, and to listen with deep attention to

plain, suitable discourse, upon the faith of AbrahaniJ

in offering his son, and the assurance which all Chris*^

tians may entertain, that in His all-wise and all-right-j

ecus way, the Lord will provide for his people in

every emergency, whether of a spiritual or temper

nature.

Many of the women possess remarkably amiabU

expressions ; and the little ones, neatly swaddled uji

into the shape of a Bologna sausage, were the fun

niest, comical-looking bodies imaginable. It is con

men to have a flat board, to which the little anima

is strapped, and by which it can, at any time,

•.^i--,^' >:t&^Sixif^>tik',
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Mfuly tiimff up nnd put out of tlio wny. Aftor iw^r-

rice, 1 ^iM iutrorhu^orl to two of thn chiof mon, who

^r(t tn« tlioir luindi In a Htntoly and Homttwluit con-

(jeiwonding miinnor, siiying nt the luine timo, ** Wol-

oome, Scotimfin." Thny woro all woll <;lothcMly

though the fuHhlonii wore certainly Romewhat gro-

teiquf*. The head f(ear of many, eMpeclally of the

boyR, exhibited a clone affinity to oriental eoitiime.

It In itnpoMible not to feel a deep interest in the

Aborigines of this vait continent. Ah yet, (compa-

ntivoly Hpeakinf(,) nothing has been done, nor any

equivalent return made, for what we have acquired

from them. Probably this is not the fair criterum

to assume, but unquestionably we are called upon to

I

make strefutouM efforts towards instructing and ame>

brating the condition of this race. Many a noble

Luality do they possess, and too many of their vices,

I am afraid, must, in candour, be placed to our ac-

count. Self-possession, that useful ingredient of

character, shines conspicuous in their demeanour.

Place him where you will, the red man is never put

put. A friend related to me, having once met an

llndian chief at a European party, where, to his cer-

Itain knowledge, every article and every arrange-

ment were absolutely new. To their amusement

lind astonishment, not the slightest indication of sur-

Iprise or of awkwardness appeared. Every move-

ment seemed to come natural and easy. The eye,

be sure, was unceasingly at work, taking sharp

lizance of all that passed, but he drank wine,

bndled his knife and fork, and performed the varU
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OUR courtesiei of a dinner tabled without either bash-

fulnese or blunder. The Mohawk village stands up.

on a fine point, round which the rirer flows. Sere*

ral of the people are beginning to settle upon fanns,

and, in some of these, the husbandry is tolerably re-

ipeotable, but many are yet content to draw a pre-

carious subsistence from the river or the rifle. The

Mohawks are the most advanced Indians in this

quarter; the Cayugas, of whom we passed several

groups to-day, are evidently in a far more

condition.

We now prosecuted our jouniey through wild|

forest land, with well-improved tracts occasi(

intervening. I was greatly pleased with the neigh-

1

bourhood of Ancaster, a straggling village, withoot

any mill-stream, but placed on high ground, in a|

healthy, open delightful situation, having a well im-

proved country around, many pleasant farms andl

orchards, and abundance of fine water for domegticl

use. When inspecting a house near the road, I re-l

cognised the faces of some of the Somersetshirel

pauperS; who had been my fellow-passengers froml

Quebec, and who were to be turned adrift at M(m{

treal. Our time admitted of little colloquy, but

soon learned that the party was dispersed, with smsdlj

prospect of friends meeting again. Some had fomui

engagements, while others, like this detachment

were wandering about in search of it. The poo^

fellows were so contented and cheerful, that they

excited our pity, and renewed my regret that no pre

vious arrangements had been made for their em ploy
j

#
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peot or location. A few miles below Ancattter, we

liond ourselves on the brow of a bold and rocky hill,

Kvered with wood, from which there is one of the

ioe§t prospects which Canada affords. The hill

(Kins part of the remarkable ridge already men-

tioned, as connecting the State of New York with

Canada ; and we were now to descend from it to the

town of Hamilton, situate upon a rich and exten-

iire plain, in all probability once covered by the wa-

jters of Ontario. The lake stretched out its noble

I

expanse, and the softened tints of a lovely evening

Uve infinite beauty and variety to the landscape.

Hamilton is a new town, regularly laid out, with a

rery handsome court-house, erected for the district.

This is a stage upon the high road, round Burling-

ton Bay, and connecting York with Queenston. It

possesses no particular advantages for trade, but

leems likely enough to increase as a market-town,

in a rich and improving part of the country. Upon

reaching the tavern, we found the coach by which I

was to proceed nearly ready to start, and to travel

all night. This was not exactly the arrangement

which I could have desired, feeling more disposed

for a good bed than for such repose as I was likely

to find in the stage, besides having to pass through

a fine country in the dark. Having mentioned my
I
disappointment to the stage-owner, and to the pas-

sengers, they agreed, in the most obliging manner,

to defer the journey until an early hour of the fol-

lowing morning ; and, having got tea, accompanied

*
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by an excellent beef-steak, we retired to rest.
]

should mention that my luggage, of which the bulk

had been sent forward from Summer's tavern, ad-

dressed to the postmaster of Hamilton, was now

safely handed over to me, without a shilling beinir

charged for its conveyance.
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Chapter xii.

Jrturney from Hamilton to Grimsby and St Catharine'H—Re-

turn to Niagara—American Fall—Goat Island—Leaping

the Fall—A Canadian Spring Day.

Mmday 16M.—I sauntered early to the skirts of

tlie village, while the coach was ^preparing, and

vitnessed a brilliant sunrise. Ontario fully sus-

tained a comparison with the ocean, in giving ef-

I

feet to a sight, so magnificent and yet so little re-

Ijarded. We have it always at our command, and

Itlierefore disregard it; but who that occasionally

fitnesses it, does not marvel at his own sloth, in so

[rarely partaking of the enjoyment? The romantic

[Emestone ridge, covered with fine wood, and the

thrush, straining his throat from the peach and apple

[trees loaded with blossom, with the tinkling bells of

[the village cows, as they went forth to pasture,

formed altogether a refreshing commencement of a

lielightful day. We made Grimsby to breakfast, a

lilistance of eighteen miles. The country was in

Diany places romantic and beautiful, with fine farms

pd rich orchards of peach, plum, cherry, app.'e, &c.

laifording the most luxuriant promise. The wheat

Inas remarkably fine, and the oat-braird looked fresh

and well. The soil in general appeared to be clay.

[The road was tolerably good, and was bounded on
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the west by the wooded ridge, with Ontario at a

shi)rt distance on the east. Grimsby is a sweet lit-

tie town near (perhaps too near) the margin of the

lake, i).nd nestling under the brow of the ridge, from

whence issues a fine mill-stream, converted of course

to good use. Our next stage was St Catharine's, a

town upon the summit-level of the Welland Canal

which at this point descends by wooden locks to the

level of the lake. Here 1 encountered my friend

Dr D upon his voyage to Goderich, upon Lake

Huron. The canal is barely ready, and I believe

the Doctor's schooner is one of the first vessels which

has passed. From this place to Queensston, the

country is, for the most part, under cultm-e, and

cap:ible, 1 should think, in many places of being

turned to good accouxil, by laying it properly down

to pasture. The rye was in ear, and the orchards

still numercas and rich.

When I got to Queenston, and expressed an ur-

gent desire to get forward, the landlord begged that I

I would entrust my luggage to him, to be sent for-j

M'ard on the following morning, and walk up the hill

to the coach which I saw wailing for some travellers,

then visiting the monument of General Brock. ThatI

a imbiic conveyance should make such a pause, ex-

cited no surprise a^ter what I had myself experien-

ced at HaTMilton ; and I lost no time in taking poj^

session, no remark being made by the coachman.l

Presently three gentlemen and a little boy made their

appearance, and I could discover that something re

quired explanation, which proved to be that I hadl
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osited myself sans ceremonie in their private car-

riage or extra. I found them, however, uncommonly

civil, and they would on no account allow me to re-

move. The hardship, after all, would not have been

rery great, as it was but a pleasant walk of seven

loiles in a lovely evening to my home at the Falls.

I have said my home, and, truly, the easy hospitality

of my friends rendered it so in every respect. We
liad a clear moon to-night, and Niagara presented to

me its beauties in a new and most interesting garb.

I have already declared against lengthy or formal

descriptions ; and as to impressions, I have only to

that the scene interested me far more vividly

DDon renewing my acquaintance, than even upon

my first introduction.

Tuesday 1 7th.—Another lovely day. I proceeded,

I

ifter breakfast to the Ferry, for the purpose of visit-

ing the American fall. The ferryman's wife told

I

me that, on the day when I was formerly there, her

bsband was prevented by the ice from returning

j

until a late hour, and only then got across, by catch-

ing a carnal opening in the shoals. Next morning

the accumulation above the Falls gave way, and

lame down with such a crash that " she really

thought the world was at an end." I was soon and

[safely put across, but a man does feel somewhat

queer, when he contemplates the roaring cataract

iabov', distilling its dews, copious and heavy wi a

[Scotch mint- the ugly ripple on the water, and the

cocklf-fld-eu boat bobbing and dancing like an angler's

tloat. In tact, however, there is little or no danger,
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f

H^'

m

and an accident I believe to be ahogetUfr wnknowii.

The whole scene, when viewed about half »r»y » ross

is indeed sublime, and certainly not to (Ur 4««#ri^x>(].

Upon reaching the American shore, a c^i*.
r«.,nient

and safe wooden stair enables th#< tfay*'ll#'f up reach

the top of the precipice. When fthmt h«tf way im

he will find himself brou^^ht into ni^t^M ap^^w
contact with the American fall. Jt is mo/*' *^>r,fine(j

than the British, but the body of wat^^r f« «*>s<>)utelv

confounding to look at. The villa^*? of Manchester

is at a short distance, with good hot<;ls, and various

mills at work. A remarkable bridge, immediately

above the Fall, communicates with Goat Island, on

part of which is a paper-mill, the whole belonging to

General Porter. The bridge, for which a small pent-

age is exacted, must have been an awkward affair to

construct, but has proved itself perfectly safe and

secure. The piers were obtained by sinking coffers,

and filling these with massy blocks of stone. The

museum and paper-mill are both worthy of inspec-

tion. At the latter, fancy sheets are to be had, as

memorials of a visit. Goat Island is a lovely spot,

(iovered with lofty timber, and enamelled with na-

tive flowers. General Porter, I understand, has

thoughts of laying it out as a residence, and a most

delightful one it will be, for river scenery, certainly

unrivalled. Paths are formed in various directions, of

which one terminates at the verge of the great Horse-

shoe Fall. A slender platform or pier projects for a

considerable distance into the stream, from the ex-

tremity of which your eye rests on the dread abyss.

It is a fearful gulf, and required all the head I could

\<kM
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pDgter to look down upon it. Indeed, had not my
(^grage been strengthened by observing two carpen-

ter at work on the farther extremity, I verily be-

iiere that I should scarce have ventured.

A short way below, and still upon the island, is

Ae spot where Sam Pat4;h, of noted folly, amused

public by leaping from a ladder, as it was said,

the Fall of Niagara. Now, there can be no

Banner of doubt, that Sam took a most respectable

p, but still it had little to do with the Fall. It

m in fact a plunge into the boiling cauldron, and a

of fourteen, son of the American ferryman,

Dght fit, not long since, as the father informed

and without his knowledge, to perform the

e somerset, merely for his own recreation. This

ttDg Triton, upon my return to-day, presented

self to ferry me back ; and it was my lack of

ith in his powers at the oar which elicited the ac-

lant of this feat, with the additional assurance that

younger brother and he frequently swam the ferry,

and fro. This, however, being rather more like-

to benefit himself than his cargo, I preferred put-

myself into the hands of the elder Charon. I

ained for some hours upon the island, and, before

iving it, witnessed the prismatic colours flitting

changing, in endless variety, over the fall. *

Had Byron visited Niagara, in what strains would his muse
Ire sung, when, in praise of Terni, he describes in those beau-

M lines, how
" An Iris sits, amidst the infernal surge

Like Hope upon a deathbed, and unworn
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iNi

The title of horse-shoe is becoming every year

appropriate, from the detrition of the rock ; and M|

C directed my attention to a stone placed, no^

many years ago, as a test, which palpably illiiatrat

the fact. This has been a day of infinite enjoyment

and the close of it not a little enlivened by dJ

D , who arrived to dinner, with a budget full o|

anecdote and fun. He found the canal rather

dious, and ordered his schooner to rendezvous

Bufi'alo.

Wednesdayi \Qth May,— We had some war

showers this morning, which have imparted a de

lightful freshness to the air, and perfumed it wit|

the fragrant odours of the peach and other fruilj

trees. Vegetation is rushing forward with all tha

rapidity which distinguishes a Canadian spring. Thj

gaudy little humming-birds have been seen flutte{

ing about the garden ; the grapes, quinces, curraDt

&c. are well formed, and every thing around is i|

beauty. Dr D and 1 had a charming ramb^

down the river side to the Whirlpool, a wild an

tremendous scene of confusion. It is occasione

chiefly by an island, which obstructs the curren

and accumulates logs and drift-wood, about foi{

miles below the Falls. The precipitous rocks

each side, thickly wooded, with the thundering noiflj]entIy

_rao wasi
Its steady dyes, while all around is torn

By the distracted waters, bears serene

Its brilliant hues, with all its beams unshorn,

Resembling, 'mid the torture of the scene, Basted
Xiove watching Madness, with unalterable mien,' tej-gj

long

kher Wj
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of the indignant stream, form a compound of the sub-

SiDe and beautiful rarely equalled. We wandered

grer many lovely spots, where, peradventure, the

iisa of taste may, at some future day, be led to com-

Itine the be^i^ties of nature and of art, and when that

h)or shall arrive, a truly enviable field awaits him

ipon the banks of the Niagara. Our walk led us

over a part of the battle-ground at. Lundyslaw,

there American and British blood profusely flowed,

ind a spot was pointed out, where intelligence was

font to be conveyed to the British, from the Ame-

rican side of the river, by aid of the bow-string.

Our Canadian settlers fought with unbounded gal-

lantry and devotion during that unfortunate period,

tod sustained severe and very heavy losses of pro-

ferty, besides the blood so freely shed in the cause.

What might be the issue of another disputf^,

fhich may God avert), is hard to say ; state affairs

not for me to handle ; but this is c>ertain, that

hile the American citizens have been reimbursed,

le Canadians have failed in obtaining the slightest

mpensation, and such a contrast acting upon hu-

lan nature, is too palpable in its effects to require

Qstration. We may reasonably assume, that it

ill operate unfavourably, wliile another cnuse is

ndering noi^lently bearing on the same point. The Yankee

ho was my guide at Kingston to the Rideau Canal,

ong various questions, asked me if I thought an-

her war likely to occur. I said with truth, that I

isted such an event was far off ; to which he an-

rered, " Well, Sir, I guess, if we don't fight for a

k2
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! I

year or two, we won't fight at all, for we are marryJ

ing go fast. Sir, that a man won't be sure hut he mai

shoot his father or his brother-in-law."

The day proved extremely hot for its early date

in the kalendar, and I was glad to adopt Jonathan'i

plan, of strutting along wnth my coat on my arm in

place of my back. Thirst, too, had its triumph, and

I scarce recollect of any thing more welcome, thi

a beverage with which my companion regaled me a^

Forsyth's, under some odd name, but which consist]

ed of a bottle of good brown stout, turned into

quart of well iced water, with a quant, suff. of ginj

ger, cinnamon, and sugar ; truly it was a prescrii

tion worthy of being filed. From the roof of Fori

syth's hotel there is a fine panoramic view of th^

Falls, well worthy of a visit, and where I lingered

with many a feeling of regret that I was so soon

take my departure. If any man has really ej

rienced disappointment in visiting Niagara, I nm

commend him to the quaint, though somewhat ni

tional remark of an Irishman, addressed to such

tidious travellers, that " unless they had really ei

pected to se6 a river falling up, he can't tell

they have to grumble at."

I parted from my friends on the following dajj

with a grateful sense of all their kindness, and of th

special good fortune which had attended me in ra

gard to weather, &c. The Bufialo stage called fd

me about three o'clock, and with more unwillingne

than I can well express, I bade adieu to Niagara *.|

• App. No. 5.

s

jjlMili'JiULI lJtM
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CHAPTER XIII.

jTiiit to Buffalo—Hints to Emigrants as to the Choice of a Si-

tuation in Canada—Means of Education—Prices of Live-

stock, Implements, Produce, liabour. Furniture

Our road lay along the river, which here varies

liom half a mile to a mile in breadth. The country

|ifeU cultivated and improved. A mul-stream falls

I at Chippeway, where is a small fort, and was the

ene of some hard fighting in the last war. Grand

iland, belonging to the States, is a conspicuous ob-

fit, partly settled; it contains, I believe, 17,000

res. We left Canada at Black Rock, a small town

the American Bank, and which once formed the

sin or commencement of the Grand Canal. Na-

lire, however, strongly designates Buffalo as the

repdt for the lake and canal commerce, and there

will undoubtedly centre. Black Rock was sur-

rized by the British in 1814, and considerable da-

je done. We crossed by a ferry-boat, leaving

^e coach at Waterloo, a paltry village on the Ca-

la shore, not far from the ruins of Fort Erie.

^hen across, we experienced some little inconve-

lence in getting ashore, owing to certain canal ope-

Itions. In general, the arrangements for travellers

re most complete ; but here I felt rather at a loss,
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as no car appear(>d to convey our luggage to where

the coach awaited us in the town, at some distance.

In this dilemma, a respectable looking man who had

crossed with us, addressed me with, '* I guess, Sir

I must give you a lift,'' and, before I could answer

shouldered my portmanteau, which was of a size and

weight that had often made me ashamed to father it,

while keeping a paternal eye upon its movements,

and off he marched for the town, I bringing ip the

rear with my sac-de-nuit, &c. Having see.i my lug.

gage safely deposited in the boot, a doubt arose how

to deal with my kind friend, nor could I divest my-

self of an oldcountry feeling, that a gratuity was fair-

ly earned and expected. I at once discovered, how-

ever, that I was in the wrong box. It was an act

of pure disinterested kindness to a stranger, whom

he saw in a difficulty ; and I record it with the greater

pleasure, because, from other occurrences of a Hke

nature, I feel warranted, in my own experience, to

deny the rude and selfish habits ascribed to the Ame-

ricans, and to testify their obliging and accommoda-

ting disposition. A short drive of two miles brought

us to Buffalo, where we found capital quarters with

Mr Harriman at the Eagle. The town was particu-

larly crowded at this season, always a busy one, and

increased to-day from the formation of a favourite

new bank. The Eagle had its full complement «'f

guests, and the landlord, without any remark frou.

me, most courteously apologized for not having a

single-bedded room to offer me. Thl^ matter, which

should not be of great moment to a traveller, in a
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cm 0^ necessity, was still less so at present, as, in

of a stranger, I had my friend Dr D to

occupy the chamber along with me.

And now when about to leave Canada, T am anxi-

008 to offer a few remarks of a miscellaneons nature,

which have eiiher been omitted, or which would

hare been misplaced, in the previous pages. Few

things will puzzle an emigrant more than the choice

of a situation ; and the contradictory statements

which selfish motives will present to liira, require his

atmost prudence and caution to sift. In general, he

ought to be in no hurry. If he can afford to board

with a respectable family for some months, I am
confident that his time and money will be well re-

paid, by the knowledge and experience which may

be thus acquired Besides the parts of the country

I have touched upon, there are many others at least

equally suitable. The Sandwich, Amherst, and

Mialden districts are very desirable, and being far

west, few comparatively think of visiting them.

The climate is equal to any part of the province.

There is a daily line of steamers from Buffalo to

Detroit River, on which they lie ; and my Queen-

ston friend Mr H. writes me that he is to launch a

steamer this season, to run from Ohippeway to Sand-

wich. The style of farming is bad, the settlers be-

ing mostly descended from French Canadians, and

retaining all their unprofitable habits. The price

asked for uncleared land is about 15s. or 20s. per

acre ; and some of the old farms may be had reason-

able enough.

I.
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r

The salubrity or unwholesome nature of a climate

is a matter of high importance to the inhabitants,

and still more so to those who encounter it as stran-

gers. Upper Canada may safely be pronounced a

healthy climate. It is certainly subjected to great-

er extremes of heat and of cold than the maritime

country of Britain, but, with ordinary attention, an

equal portion of health and of longevity may be en-

joyed in Canada as in any part of the globe. Win-

ter in the Lower Province is always longer, and fre-

quently more severe, than in the Upper, and in this

consists any difference between them. But have we

not heard of fever and ague in every part of them

both ? True—aguish attacks prevail here and in

the States, even as they have done in our own boast-

ed climate, within the recollection of thousands still

alive. In a new country, while it is yet in a raw

state, such things must for a time be expected ; bat

even the poor and hard worked emigrant has too of-

ten his own folly and imprudence to thank for his

sufferings. Reckless and foolhardy, he exposes his

peison to noxious vapours from the swampy borders

of a lake, or to some sudden chill, when predisposed

to fever from fatigue, or in a state of profuse per-

spiration. Others, again, fall victims to intemper-

ance, and the blame reisits, most unjustly, with the

climate. There are two, or perhaps three, table-

lauds in Canada, which increase in salubrity as yoa

rise above the level o£ the lakes^ and, of course, these

are points to be kept in view when choosing a loca*

tion. That a certain degree of miasma exists is ne-

.-4LJ
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rertheless certain, because even infants carefully at-

tended to, are occasionally subject to aguish attacks;

bat, in general, a reasonable attention to sobriety,

cleanliness, and personal comfort, all prove proven-

tirei*, and the disease is generally admitted to be on

the decrease. In some seasons it breaks forth whole-

sale, like epidemics in other parts of the world.

Three yearn ago this occurred in the Upper Pro-

rince. The season had been extremely hot and

moist. The waters of Ontario, generally clear as

crystal, cast up a slime in the month of July ; and

towards autumn, fever and ague raged throughout

the land. Quinine is, of course, known to be a so-

rereigr specific ; and for more ordinary practice, a

tea-spoonful of sulphur in a wine-glass of brandy or

other spirit, taken two or three times a-day, accom-

panied by cathartics and moderate nourishing diet,

fith suitable clothing, generally effect a cure.

There are three public matters which have occa-

iioned some excitement in the Upper Provinces, and

nay be shortly adverted to.

Ist, The oath of allegiance has been condemned

I

for causing unreasonable and unnecessary discour-

igement to settlers from the States. After having

keard a good deal of discussion on both ei(\es, from

those who ought to be best informed upon the sub-

ject, I believe the discouragement to be either ima-

mnary or much exaggerated, and that, in fact, Ame-
Irican citizens are subjected to no heavier obligation

than what every government is entitled to exact, and

Ito which foreigners from other countries are equally

lliahle.

ili-. iKii'il.i.^Mli-j.^ ^:
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2d, The old surveys and plans by which townships

were laid out, and sections divided, have been too

often inaccurate, and have given rise to much confu.

sion, and pn interminable crop of litigation. I heard

many details of trouble and expense to landowners

from this source, and perhaps some revisal and ad-

justment by commission, or otherwise, might be advis-

able. In a work, which, with many faults, is pro-

bably the most valuable statistical record yet in print,

upon Upper Canada (I allude to the work of Mr

Gourlay), the defects of the township surveys are

clearly and j?idiciously pointed out. Mr Gourlay

observes, that ** Such was the haste to get land given

away, that ignorant and careless men were employed

to n^.easure it out; and such a mess did they make

of their land-measuring, that one of the present sur-

veyors informed me, that in running new lines over

a great extent of the Province, he found spare room

for a whole totmship in the midst of those laid out at

an early period. It may be readily conceived, up-

on consideration of this fact, what blundering has

been committed, and what mistakes stand for cor-

rection. Boundary lines in the wilderness are mark-

ed by hlazingy as it is termed, that is, chopping off

with an axe a little bark from such trees as stand

nearest to the line. Careless surveyors can be

readily supposed to depart wide of the truth with

this blazing ; and the measurin(j chains cannot run

very straight, and their compass needles, where I

these are called in aid, may be greatly diverted fron^

the right direction by ferruginous substances. In
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short, numerous mistakes and errors hare been made

and discovered, much dispute has arisen thereon, and

I have been told that infinite mischief is yet in store.

It occurred to me, when in Canada, and it was one

of the objects which, had a commission come home,

I meant to have pressed upon the notice of Govern-

ment, that a complete new survey and map of the

province should be executed ; and, at the same time,

a book, after the manner of Doomsday Book, writ-

ten out and published, setting forth all the original

grant», and describing briefly, but correctly, all pro-

perty, public and private."

3d, Great has been the obloquy heaped upon the

canals, and in many particulars, perhaps, not with-

out cause. At the same time, when all indirect con-

sequences are taken into account, the evil and loss

nay not be so great as many would represent it.

To draw inferences from the superior advantage of

railways, ! hold to be unfair^ a^ the canals have been

so long in progress, and the oth^r can only be said

to have secured public confidence since the cities

of Manchester and Liverpool became as one. A ca-

nal to unite Lake Erie with Ontario, so wondeiiully

separated by nature, and yet so important to conjoin,

seems a reasonable object of mercantile enterprise to

achieve. Whether it has been planned and executed

in the best possible line and most economical man-

ner, are questions separate and distinct ; but it ought

sorely to be more a subject of regret than of con-

tomely, if it is destined to be superseded by a rail-

way from Ghippeway to Queenston,—an important

III

li
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measure—which, though checked for a season, there

can be little doubt will be ultimately carried through,

and must prove of the greatest advantage. The line

has been surveyed, and the expense will not exceed

£ 10,000 or £ 12,000. It is not unlikely that the

Americans will construct either a canal br railway

from Lockport to Ontario, connecting the Erie Ca-

nal with the lake, and which must prove another

heavy abduction of traffic from the Welland. The

Rideau Canal is one so entirely in the hands of Go*

vemment, that I shall leave it there without remark

or discussic n.

Education is a subject which cannot fail to inte-

rest emigrants, and it may be of importance for those

of a higher class to know that the sfyle of education

for both sexes is rapidly improving. The Upper

Canada College at York is well endowed, and when

its wild acres shall be settled and cultivated, will be-

come an institution not to be sneered at by any Al-

ma Mater at home. The charges at present are,

Preparatory Schoolfor Boys,

General Branches, per quarter, . . , £1
Pens, fuel, &c. per ditto, .... 5

5

Collegefor Senior Soys,

Classical and General Branches, per quarter, £ 2

Pens, fuel, &c. p^^r ditto, . . . . 5

Drawing, per ditto, 10

Boks extra.

Board, under the surveillance of the Principal, £25 per an.

num.
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Besides which, t'.ere are other boarding-houses in

Yark, and boarding-schools at Cornwall, &c,*

I would now wish to offer a few remarks to those

who feel disposed to emigrate, from a view rather to

prospective advantage than from the call of stern ne-

cessity, or from inability to provide for a numerous

fitmily at home. Assuming such an individual to be

tman of sober habits, by which I would be under-

itood to mean not merely a distaste for debauchery,

IfDt of a temperament which derives its chief enjoy-

ment from the domestic circle^ and from useful and

rational pursuits ; to such a man I am not afraid to

say, tha*^^ Canada holds out an inviting field of enter-

prize and profitable occupation. Let him not, how-

ever, suppose that he is just at once to bask in the

foil glare of prosperity. Many disagr^mins await

him, but nona which a man of ordinary discretion

and perseverance will be long of surmounting. The

I
circumstances, connexions, and habits of individuals

I

are so various and so opposite, that it would be vain

to draw up a scheme of settlement suitable or pa-

latable to all. Nothing, however, is more certain

than this, that here, as in all human arrangements,

mach benefit may be derived from combined efibrts.

For such a purpose, my own wish would be to form

a small association of colonists, who would go to

I

market for a tract of land suited to their purpose,

* Arrangements are also, I believe, in progress for the ear.

I

ly establishment of a Female Boarding School of a superior

description, in or near York.

i I

W
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and which there can he no douht they would pro.

cure in a lai'ge hlock, and for a price to be paid

down, upon very advantageous terms. Hcvioff

made the purchase, let each individual be imme-

diately put in absolute possession of his own estate.

Future arrangements would be dictated by circum-

stances ; and self-interest, the most efficient of all

agents, could be easily brought to bear upon the

good of all. Artisans, machinery, live-stock, with

many other requisites, could be procured, at a re-

munerating rate for a community, which would never

have paid a return to individual settlers, and a pros-

perous advance might soon be looked for. Of I

course, I cannot be supposed to contemplate a com-

1

munion of property, or such-like wise-headt

dreams ; but the mutual solace and comfort of ten or i

a dozen respectable families thus planted together, ig

beyond any estimate we can form. Sickness and

death itself would be shorn of many terrors to the

head of a family, when thus assured of his little ones

having kind and willing friends around him, em-|

barked in the same concern, and yethaving no temp-

tation to injure or defraud. Objections to such a

|

plan may be raised upon the ground of human fickle-

ness and whim, and certainly the selection would re-

1

quire to be made with strict attention to character!

and sense ; but no insuperable difficulty presents it-

self to my mind, which should prevent it from I

being carried into successful oper'vtion. I ii^ould

have the stock agreed upon placed in the hands ofI

respectable agents, as the Upper Canada Bank, or> consisted

^,iva.U^ia^a.t.-.fc,.,.
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lnok at home, a small committee appointed, and

power given to make a purchase, and to have it sur-

veyed and divided, and each man's portion set off by

lot, or in such other way as might be preferred.

Should any special advantage, as a mill-power, gyp-

iooi'quarry, &c. accrue to one portion of the property,

it might be again appropriated by lot, or have such

conditions attached to it, for common behoof, as <

voald place all the parties on a par.

Our farming interests at home have been severely

ioourged of late years, and capital has been, at each

revolving term, compelled to meet demands, which

profits, reasonably expected, ought to have supplied.

Nor is it perhaps the least lamentable part of the

I

case, that, notwithstanding the tqo palpable loss be-

I

fore their eyes, scarce a farm comes into the market

fithout a very general competition. How shall we

seek to solve conduct so much at variance with ordi-

aary discretion ? Perhaps it frequently arises from

a man having grown up to middle life, with his ha-

bits and views fixed beyond a change ; or, again, with

a valuable stock in hand, for which no adequate

price is to be had,—in such a predicament there

scarce remains for him, a choice but to venture upon

I
another cast.

Many are the worthy and respectable men of this

I

description, who may certainly better their condition

by a removal to Canada ; at the same time, it is a

serious step, not to be lightly adopted, and which,

above all, they should remember, cannot, with safety,

consistency, or credit, be retraced. In Canada he
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will become proprietor in fee'Simple of lands, at a

rate per acre, which would scarce pay half of his

yearly rent at home : but this is only to be effected

at a sacrifice of early ties and connexions, and by a

cheerful submission to many privations and hothera-

ticTUj which will require a steady and cheerful tem-

per to surmount. From the prices of land, the

rates of wages and labour, and the value of produce

which have been given, and for the accuracy of

which, I think I can pledge my credit, every man

will be enabled to form some judgment for himself,

BO far as written statements avail ; and I will only

again repeat, that Upper Canada certainly appears

to me blessed with all the solid materials of human

happiness, independence and comfort. How long

she is to continue in pupilage, or when the period

will arrive when the parental tie is to be severed,

are questions, momentous indeed, but difficult to

solve. It must, however, be the anxious desire of

every patriotic Briton and Canadian, that, happen

when it may, or how it may, a cordial spirit of ma-

tual concession and good will yhall form the basis of

bringing it to an adjustment. In this, and in w
olher way, can either country hope to derive from it

security or advantage.

I shall now conclude this portion of my Notes,

with some Tables, drawn from sources equally au-

thentic, though different from those already given.

L;*i4«t."-t'i:>.U'^-:j^?>/--'i';;liarf-iii-*" .'iL-iK.v.Ct'a'. r,.^';i?lljk
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Prices of Live'Stocky Upper Canada,

Wages and Labour,

I
Hire of a man for farm-work, witn board, per

month, K2 10

|D(x of female for ordinary house-work, per month, 1 10

6

4 5

10

1 10

iCarpenter per day,

Blacksmith on job per month,

[Defer a set of shoes, ....
Chopping per acre, ....
[Logging (collecting and dragging) do.

rdinary fencing of split rails, per rood.

Post and rail fencing, per rood,

owing and harrowing per acre,

Reaper's wages (find themselves) per day.

1

1

10

Horses, . . . . L.7 10

Oxen for labour, per pair, . 15 C

Milch Cows, ... 3 15
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«
Common labourersat Indian corn orpotato work, do. L. 3
Wheat, reaped, and hauled iuto ricluyard and
stacked, per acre, 1

Thrashing and winnowing, per bushel, . 9

Hoitsehold Furniture,

each

Handsome sideboard, two doors, and five

Secretary or writing-table,

Sofas, .....
Dining-tables^three to a set.

Bureaus, six drawers.

Do. do. plain.

Do. with four drawers, .

Breakfast-tables,

Black walnut chaire, hair-bottoms,

Common Windsor chair, each,

Drawing-room table, claw feet,

Do. do. do. plain,

Bedsteads, high posts.

Tent do. ....
Dressing-table and washstand.

Double washstand, .

Light washstand.

Ladies* work-table,

drawers, L.

L. 12 to

5

4

3

1

15

10

15

7

5

115

5

7 10

4 10

2

110
1

1 10 oi

1 10

12

1 10

These articles are handsomely and substantially

finished; and the native woods, such as bird's-eye

maple, black walnut, birch, elm, oak, cherry, &r. 8

ply excellent and beautiful materials.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Irmrn of Buffaloe—The Bank—American Hotels—Track>Boat

OD the Erie Canal for Rochester—Floating Menagerie—De-

posit of Fossil Wood in progress to Coal—Anecdotes of New
Orleans by an American Traveller.

HavinO) with sincere regret, for the present, bid

ra to Canada, I am now to offer a few cursory

rks upon my homeward route through the Uni-

States, which, however insignificant, may yet

ove acceptable, as the result of candid and unpi^-

dlced observation.

There is perhaps nothing more difficult in the

•book of an American traveller, than to assign

(ir due and proper status to the places which he

visit on the Western Continent, where a mill

a few paltry stores or shops start, as it were by

pc, into importance, and where he will hear of

I busy transactions of men, carried on in villages

[towns, which he may look for in vain upon his

Buffaloe was becoming a place of some im-

ice in 1814, when it was burnt by the British

|a hostile incursion, and would, in our old jog-trot

of the world, have been most probably thereby

erly extinguished, or thrown back for a long and

jlefinite period. Not so, however, here.

l2

tn^ •
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1 1

4

A spirit of enterprize, which, without doubt, cha^

racterizes the citizens of America, forhade the local

advantages of such a place to remain dormant. The

town is now rapidly adrancing in wealth and trade,

full of bustling merchants, and stores amply provided

with the products of every quarter of the globe.

The navigation of the great inland seas, and of the

Grand Canal, here uniting, must confirm the prospe-

rity of Buffaloe, and the influx of emigrants flowing I

through it, to secure the rich and virgin treasures ufj

the western lands, is almost without example. At I

this time the numbers were such, that it required!

compulsory measures to clear the decks of the

steamers upon Lake Erie. The population of Baf-|

faloe (I believe) at this time, is about 7000^

Besides the concourse of strangers common to the

season, the town was particularly crowded, durlDg

my visit, from the interest excited by the incorpora-j

tion of a new bank, of which the shares were to I

at this time apportioned, and being consideiod

extremely good investment, a downright scrambli

ensued for the stock. The capital ^ ad been fixed b]|

the State Legislature %t 200,000 dollars, but inafei

minutes a million and a half were subscribed, andt

greatest disappointment expressed by those who i

failed to obtain shares, and many of whom had con

a great distance for that purpose. The dirideo

was expected at once to reach 10 per cent.

Banking has been one of the effective agents I

which America has advanced in her wonderful

rear, and has there, as elsewhere, exhibited maoyj

^z
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{hose distressing lluctuations which must ever at-

tend an unsubstantial degree of credit, and an un-

limited paper circulation. The free and independent

^racter of the government and people, joined to a

degree of jealousy which exists between the difFe-

reot States, fostered the undue growth of banking

establishments, while many were started for r^erely

local and selfish purposes, with little more than a fic-

titious or fraudulent foundation.

This evil has, however, been in a great measure

{corrected a length in the State of New York. In

1

1829, an act was passed, of which the principle is to

lecure tho public against loss from the failure of iu-

Uridual banks, by requiring an annual deposit from

Uch of one-half of one per cent, on its capital stock

Iwid in. There are various checks and provisions

liearing upon the same point, the whole is placed

linder a board of commissioners, and the loss which

liay at an yl'me occur by the failure of a bank to

et its engagements, is thus made good to credi-

from the Safety Fund. It is quite obviouis how
entialiy thi;i must tend to preserve confidence and

lit, and how efi^ectually it must prevent fictitious

Dkmg establishments from injnring the public,

solvent firms are regularly registered and announ-

in the almanack of the year.

From the state of the town, and the respectable

baracter of our hotel (the Eagle), it was crowded

excess, and the bar-room presented that mixed

^nltitiide, which, in such cases, are generally as-

nbled. By far the greater portion of our guestv

_aL *
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were highly respectable in manners and appearance •

while others, no doubt, exhibited a certain mutd-

be janty air of importance, ludicrous enough, bm
forming the exception, and not the rule. In Ame-

rican hotels of an inferior rank, or in the semibar-

barous regions of the west, a more heterogeneous as-

semblage may be looked for, but it is nothing else I

than wilful malice to astonish John Built by present*

ing such as a fair sample of Brother Jonathan'slm
and conversation, and it is no great wonder that such

freedoms should give offence. How indignant would!

we feel, at beholding a picture of English 8ociet

drawn from a skittle-ground, or the p^iblic room of

a paltry eating-house, a second rate tavern, or

humble inn I Or what should we say to the fidelit

and candour of that pencil, which would seek to en^

lighten the citizens of New York upon the

monde of a London Theatre, by presenting them witl|

a dress circle, taken from the Cobourg or Saddler'^

Wells ? Sueh impositions, however, have

palmed upon us, and received in a manner far mo

flattering than they deserved. At the same time, i|

is foolish to be angry, as we know well the value i

a good laugh, which the many are ever ready to in

dulge, without feeling over scrupulous as to the <

(nting cause.

In thos9 parts of America where travelling is
y^

in its infancy, and accommodations are yet rude,

may find half a dozen strangers disposed of in i

aparlment for the night. Here prudence will so

gost the expediency of providing against mist
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in regard to meum and tuunij for unquestionably

guch do occur. A young friend of mine, not orer

eircomspect in those matters, was surprised upon

efiunining the toilet-table of his bed-room in Detroit,

to find himself minut a pocket-compass, and some

other tempting nick-nacks. A very personable, de-

oent'looking man, who proved to be an earhf risers

bd fancied them, and long before the lo6s was dis-

(overed, had taken his departure beyond recall to the

I

^, But it is time to go to bed, attd Dr D
gid I, who were billeted together, having discussed

ill the merits of the Huron track over sundry pota-

tions of most respectable whisky-toddy, at last tnm-

Li in. It was not long ere my friend gave unequivocal

Uidence of profound repose ; but the night was sul-

Itry, and my own slumbers were somewhat retarded

hjr the most vivid lightning I had ever witnessed.

iThe thunder rolled in heavy peals, though without

Itke slightest annoyance to the Doctor, and the rain

rared down in torrents, the whole being succeeded

Vj a fresh and delightful morning. 8uch summer-

}rms are not unfrequent in Canada, and have a

ercfjptible and genial influence in modifying the

ervent heat of the season.

Fridayf May 20.—I took my departure this mor-

^ng from Buffaloe, by the track-boa^: on the Erie

lal, for Rochester, a distance of 94 miles. Fare

dollars, or 15s. 9d., three capital meals included.

^ese boats are much in use by travellers ; they ai^e

uoderate in their charges, comfortable and well re-

id. The cabins are provided with books and

]r
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pamphlets, and the table abundantly supplied with

good cheer. The upper deck affords a pleasant prtK

menade, with fine views of the country, throairI:i

which we glide smoothly along, though rather fre.

quently interrupted by innumerable bridges upon

the canal, so near the deck, that it is absolutely in-

dispensable to descend upon approaching them.

The rules for the cabin, it may be said, prove their

own necessity ; but still they are well adapted to

check freedoms of individuals, which might incom<
I

mode the general company. I had not been long on I

board, when I was amused with the discomfiture of

a consequential-looking gentleman, who had stretchJ

ed himself, in luxurious ease, at full length upon a

couch. So soon as he was observed, the steward]

was at him, very civilly giving a hint as to reguk-l

tionSi—answered by a broad stare of astonishmentl

at his freedom* At him again,—a second stare, in-

tended to be very terrific, and followed by a gromph

;

but, alas I next came the captain himself, who whii

pered a few words into the ear of our hero, which,

doubt not,, contained an alternative of steppin

ashore, for the great man was forced to succumb,

sally forth upon deck, there to digest the a£Pront i

he best might, and cool his offended dignity, or pn

away his displeasure in a cigar.

Soon after leavii\g Buffaloe, my eye was attract

to a strange looking barge, which proved to be

floating menagerie, and I gave Jonathan credit foi

the idea. The great length of the canal, and th

rich improving qountry which it intersects, wH
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make the speculation, I dare saj, a grood one, and

by judicious intervals in their yisit«i, with a reason-

ible change of stock, it may expect to retain the

charm of novelty. Another travelling establishment

lay near it, containing a grocer's store, which must

prove a considerable accommodation to families on

the line of the Canal, living distant from villages or

towns.

The Elrie Canal is undoubtedly a magnificent

fork, and reflects high credit on those who planned it,

lod upon the Legislature of the State of New York,

fho have carried it into e£Pect, within the short pe-

riod of five years, at an expense of 8,000,000 of dol-

lars. It is the property of the State. The outlay

has been most judicious, and will produce large re-

turns to the public exchequer, besides the incalcu-

lable collateral advantages which it must confer upon

the State. It has made a very prosperous opening

this spring. Upon tlie 2dd of April, the collection of

daes amounted to 4483 dollars, or about L. 1200,

ind the average since has been about L. 450 per day.

The canal is 40 feet wide at top, 28 at bottom, and

4 deep. The whole extent is 360 miles. Upon

leaving Bufi^aloe, the canal proceeds parallel to the

|lake and river for some distance below Blackrock,

affording fine views of Grand Island upon the left. A
|remarkable deposit of vegetable remains was disco-

ered in cutting this section. The workmen came

n a bed of half-decayed trees, about 6 feet in

lepth, and extending for nearly half a mile. It con*

md the branches and steips, preserving the graiu

i

-.••jKri-..
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of the woody but had for tho most part become a

black mass of matter, which burned freely upon

being dried. There can be no doubt that it wan in

the state of transition to coal ; and the circumstance

confirms what we are told of a like process now

going on at the mouth of some of the great Ameri-

can rivers. It may be reasonably assumed in the

present case, that besides any trees growing on the
|

qrat, the drift wood from Lake Erie had accumulat-

ed for ages, and formed the mass in question. He I

canal after some distance l«>aires the riyer, and takes

an inland course. At times we moved along throngh

still and silent woods, and again emerged upon al

busy cultivated country, with numerous hamlets andl

farms. The crops appeared to be healthy and luxo-l

riant, but the soil to-day did not seem fo be Teryl

rich. The pastures were good, and I observed oc{

oasionally, though only occasionally, cattle of a tele

rable stamp, and certainly superior to those of i

nada.

We had a very pleasant party at dinner. lU

Americans delight in travelling; and I receive

much entertainment and information from a gentle

man who, with his family, had been making a wii

ter and spring tour in the south and west. He

ascended the Mississippi, and sailed down Lake

to BniFaloe. He missed the green pease at dinne

to which he had been accustomed, he said, for ma

weeks past. The demoralization of the Souther

Save States, especially in the towns, when compar

with other portions oi the Union, is appalling. Ne
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Orleans seemed to have impressed this honest gentle-

Bsn as a perfect Pandemonium ; its moral and phy-

lieal abominations, he declared, were alike intole-

itble. Gaming-houses form a regular source of pub-

ije revenue, as in Paris. They are limited to eleren,

aid are farmed for L. 2000 or L. 3000 each per an-

nm. The steam navigation upon the Mississippi

lid Ohio is prodigious. Two hundred immense

ressels are in daily operation ; and as a sample of

the trade, I give an extract from the manifest of

The Uncle Santf on her voyage from Louisville to

New Orleans, which this gentleman had noted in his

pocket-book, on th^ 26th of March last :—307 bar-

rels of pork ; 194j^ barrels ditto ; 9 hogsheads of

bms ; 2138 kegs of lard ; 3147 barrels of flour ; 30

karrels of gin ; 92 barrels beef; 50 boxes merchan-

dize; 32 barrels of porter ; 224 barrels of eggs ; 290

dozen chickens; 40 turkeys; 50 horses; 32 cabin

passengers ; 42 deck ditto ; 31 way ditto : and this

tas mere every day work. Mobile, on the Gulf of

Mexico, is considered likely to become a place of

eat commercial importance : it is in the State of

labama.

Lockport, 27 miles from BufFaloe, has been rapid-

ly transformed from the wilderness into a thriving

illage of perhaps 2000 inhabitants. The canal

ar this has been cut through the solid calcareous

kf for a distance of five miles, to a depth of from

to 30 feet, and still maintaining the general width

f 40. At the termination of this stupendous exca-

ition are placed five double combined locks, of

1;

^1
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i

handgome and solid masonry. The desctot, I believe

is about 70 feet, and the scene is altogether picta.

resque and interesting. After having been for above

an hour immured by the rock on either side, you

find yourself suddenly emerge, and approaching

steadily to an abyss of a somewhat threatening as-

pect. Presently, however, a halt takes place, and

the beautiful mechanism of the hydrostatic ladder
i

transports you in safety to the plains below. Yon
|

have in fact descended the Falls of Niagara, for it ii

the same ridge which intersects Canada, and you are

now upon the level of Ontario.
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CHAPTER XV.

I

town of Rochester—Aqueduct across the Genesee—Waterfall

^am Patch—Stage-coach to Canandaigua—State of the

Country—Town of Canandaigua—Mode of Preserving Ice.

Saturdayi 21«f.

—

We reached the far-famed Ro-«

Ichester about eight this morning ; and here I took

leave of the canal, intending to prosecute the re-

mainder of my journey to Albany by land. Roches-

ter is well known to all who take an interest in

America, as a remarkable instance of what may be,

done in the way of transition, and as exhibiting in

its streets a perfect sample of the progress from

stomps to steeples. It is certainly an interesting

[place, and presents a busy scene of manufacturing

pd commercial enterpriae. My time being limited,

ll immediately procured a cicerone, and proceeded to

Ivalk over the town, concluding with the banks of

m river, where there is a powerful fall upon the Ge-

nesee, about 90 feet in height, forming a most ro-

nantic scene, and which may be fairly denominated

^e parent of Rochester, as the mill-power which it

ipplies has brought the whole affair into existence^

beris are also sulphur springs and baths in the town

iif some repute.

i
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A splendid aqueduct carries the canal here acrois

the river by ten arches. It is also at present in

contemplation to unite the Genesee and Alleghany

rivers, by a canal of more than 100 miies in ex-

tent, and which would open up a valuable trade with

the upper part of the Ohio Valley. I have no doubt

that it will be carried into effect, or perhaps a rail.

road substituted. Close upon the verge of the pre>

cipice at the fall, is observed a small islet or green

knoll, from whence poor Sam Patch took his final

plunge. Sam, it would seem, was no subscriber to

the tenets of the Temperance Society, for upon thig

occasion his perceptions were far from being dear;

and having neglected to spring in his usual adroit

style, the unlucky wight never again appeared. The

interest which this poor creature excited, both here

and at Niagara, was astonishing. His very exit

(than which nothing could be more natural) mt

oonsidered somewhat mysterious, as his bodywai

not found ; and some time subsequent to the event,

a fellow of a waggish disposition happening to be

accidentally in that part of the country, and bearii^,

it is said, a singular resemblance to Patch, was stop*

ped by a Rochesterman on the road, and questioned i

on the subject. The stranger immediately sawi

fair opening for fun, and, after some hesitation, n>|

IvusUindy confessed that be was actually Sam hims^i

.

but that, for particular reasons, his being alivemm
be kept a profound secret, until a day be named,!

when he would make a public appearance in Roche9'|

ter, and that he trusted to the fidelity of the person I
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Live

Rocbes-

le person

who bad discovered him not to mention the circum-

lUnce, meantime, to any living being. As a matter

(^courscy it was speedily confided, in like manner,

to the whole population ; and on the appointed day,

crowds assembled to laugh at the credulity of one

another. A poor tradesman of the town had taken

wilfully the same fatal leap, only on tho day prece-

ding my visit. Many of the poor Indians are lost

over the fall, when rum has been in plenty A squaw

fas observed upon one occasion, with her canoe ab-

lorbed in the current, and she herself utterly insen-

iible to the danger. Warned at last by loud excla-

mations from the banks, she roused herself, only to

behold the frightful chasm before her, when, per-

ceiving all hope of escape to be vain, and every effort

{roitless, she coolly finished off the contents of her

jktle, and plunged into the abyss. Rochester has

n subject to fluctuations in its progress for some

ears back, and capitalists have been supposed to

itard it, by demanding extravagant prices and rents

ir house-lots and buildings. This, however, must

n cure itself, and already, I am told, the town is

ying.

1 travelled by stage to Oanandaigua, with a v«ry

itelligent pleasant party. The country was, for the

est part, rich and beautiful, and the eye was gra-

ed by a constant succession of fine farms and luxu-

it orchards. The dwelling-houses of the proprie-

were frequently large and handsome, but neither

lada nor the States can boast of much taste in

ir rural architecture. The abundance of wood
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Affords such a facility of varying the outward form

and internal accommodations, that this is to be re-

gretted, especially as very superior models may bf

found within their reach in Canandaigua, Genevn,

and other rural towns.

One feature distinguishes the Genesee country

and adds infinitely to the beatity of the landHcape.

The smack'smooth^ wholesale system of cutting every

tree around the mansion, which perpetually offended I

my eye in Canada, has heen here greatly avoided,

and noble elms and other spreading forest-trees are

frequently seen, ornamenting and shading the field

around. Why should it be otherwise ? In Canada,]

I was told that single trees \Vould not survive the

idiock of losing the shelter they derived from tiieir

neighbours, and no doubt some caution would

required, and might, I think, be easily and succesiJ

fully applied ; at all events, the object is so desirable]

that a little extra trouble may well be called for.

t was delighted to-day, and for the first time,

think, since I left England, to observe some symptomJ

of a well-formed thriving breed of cattle. Manyoj

them were brindled, and resembled the largest cia

of our own Argyllshire stock. I think some go

cows might be selected in this district. The crop

consisting of wheat, rye, pease, and clover, alllooke

well. The farmers were engaged in planting tal

com or maize, which is put into small hillocks lik

moleheaps by the hand, and assumes, when growin

the appearance of a drilled crop. I observed

field already in braird. The rows are cleaned
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koeiofl^t Bnd it ii usual to grow in the interval pump-

^1, which are profitably employed (like tuniipn) in

lading live-stocky and form occasionally no contemp-

tible dish at the farmer s board, in the shape of a

Nfflpkin pie. The horses were excellent, and, from

I iIm numerous advertisements in the bar-room ofevery

lirern, it was evident that breeding was an object of

ittention in the district. I observed several mule-

lolto and foals as we drove along. The roads were

rery respectable, and evidently of a superior descrip-

llioo to what I had encountered in Canada, though,

L the same time, I would not represent them as

lohibiting the expensive labour and skill which

jsaooths our ways in Britain. The soil, in general,

ired to be a sandy loam, and sometimes nearly

id alone, but I should think of a fertile quality,

around Canandaigua it becomes a dark-coloured

stable mould of the best description. Land, in

Ui part of the State, is high in price. Farms under

iltivation sell at a rate varying from 20 to 45 dol-

or from L.4, 10s. to L.10 per acre, according

value, situation, houses, fences, &c. When let

on lease, a dollar per acre is about the common
Dt,but the practice of hiring land is rare, and when

ch a thing occurs, it is far more usual to let upon

res, the landlord and tenant dividing the returns.

be raw material, and sometimes the cattle, are pro-

ved by the former, seed and labour by the lalter;

it generally happens, that the landlord soon

kens of the bargain. A lor.g time must yet elapse

a tenantry forms any conspicuous class in Am«-
M

I



m 1HWW or (1AHANI»AmtrA»

m i

rifM. tti if^int to iMMifrmtiin |>tn)|toii|it|r to HotlU in

tilitt <UMO»i0«» «MMmti7» ^ ^"i'i n»ntiitv tt» miy thut ho

tt>ii|im^tiiMi« nmo (In ii^frMiii to («lti*omMtnni*t^) i«o)iM

tNitnhlUh IthOKolf loMis wH)i iM00t\tn mu\ it t)iii< j)h»,

{ii*<^t of muvi^nn, iitolorit woml)i*i't^rt|»iHtt ihioi li.M),

KupiMtwIo^- hlot to |oit'<<hniio tool dtot^k n ftoio nf )ao

01' tfO(^ iM'ro*. 11o» |0'o<lin»o of tMn |>rtt't :»f i^M* rm,„.

try in both iitooolrtHt Mui of u nopoi'ioi' ('!mt'io>ti«i\
|(

tlo»ii» i« rtoy <li»omoil nt Nt»\v York, lli»Hi»mMi whim

in ioin« to iMOOomotI it oou'kf>l.

OiMOMoliii^on in ii Itonotinil towo. 11)o 0|»|>or jmi

t^ioit <«ooiiiptM of II wiiio RtriM^t of ^I'oiit toH^;tiu ninitiii^

iiloit^f II I'Ulit'o. tout onooooototi uo oio>)i Nido hy h rhi>.

i*OMMioo of hiiiolHOioo thvollio^;)*, oioti tiitviii^: Un %\m\\\.

\my lool j»iiHo»'i*i»« \\\ tVoHt. ivltli »Ht«Minlvo ^i(h|(>nt,

oti«kiiV(U« not! piitMiu'kw oi" l^iHon in tho loiii'. ,M,),i

of thono mo toilU io tito ittylo of UnUm \\\Un,m\

iiH» ontti'iMooly pli'tinonqoo. Thuji* (ti^Muti'M ioi» ovj.

ilontly 1000 of ivoiiltK nn \v»»ll nn tuxto, iioil «hM»iiU

|»omom<om) of IiioiIimI ONtiiton io tho Ooi^tltuOlHHMMi.itl
j

oonoootmi ivllh l»ioiK»i, laiol niroorlon, iv«\ HioWj
0)Of>. If t tony vootiiH« \\\)m\ *m\\ a ti^no itt {\\\n\mM

of lOl|o|l0tol00«»0» 4i>nlll0 lO th?* loiVOr |M»l*t of tint \VM.\

\y\M\ oHtiMoU ilowo hiwfinU tlo* IrtKi^ ( 'louun^i

|MI|IM0MIION II tlO'^0 rlllHMilMlt lootitOtiOH. lOOl ItU nj

|oil»llo ontrtUllsioooot foi' l«>miilo liltloiMitioo. Thw|

ntH« two hiiniti, novotn) ohnn^hoKi ti ^MOivt-^toMimn h^

mil ttmo^h titRtt oot lonnt lot)ioi'tiiot to wtmit^ti-K, h\

rtiHit-iHto hotot holoo^:ittM (It Mi> llloixiooo. Vmw

|ilfttl\iiiti WW tlio I'oof of tills lioimo, thow U iiu ^^%m^

wlvf^ M\\{ t\fi(n*m\\W \s\w$\m'i of tlio liilci^ not) luljolniii



t^WN \W OANANIUmiU. I7W

ih^il iwly ttt^Kt^t^N'i^i ihHt I hM<) fh0 oiiviiHit^y lit |mt'i«

th<» tlininftf^^iMtiUi t^hinh I i\\\\u\\ to Ih^ ntni^ty ^Pi

1^ ky li^Hy in \vii)ih« U Ix^iuft Komt^wlmt lull* Us

^\\ («v(«nin)r« t tli«) tinl inMtJ h> hnvtt >H^(toit upon

MV iVli»mJ Ml* I>---~| who »*«»il»U>n h»»?«»» rnitU Hi»»

(i>lloNv(Hf): iiionUiig:. Mt» liHtl honii) of uus ho\vi»viH\

«<<\i(lt»ntttlly» M\%\ with ir*Muiiti«) hoMpiiMHty i*iimt» to

n)|tt> M\ immt«()iiit«» ihmoovuI to hin hmm^ T\\\^ I

•WliMHli Intt Agit^^d to (Hnul with him ilii* t*oUowi»^

Si»t*ff\y yU»/»—'Hhowory. U i» nttt^oti^d th^ K.|»iii.

.ii|)Ali<iu ( >h(tivht n hMoUooi«^ noii (oouoodloun ntHU'-

InHS MUl ht^Hht HO «>H«'OlUMtt MOnOOO I'OOtllOHMl

'hhntf^'h tht* otoi'oio^- nm) »«>ri*ititif( n^rvh'o^ whit*h,

tith loiHi* otho»*«« t wmy |>oi'hn|»« horontho' nhoi'tly

n^^n'i to* Th*» rhiih^h wm wi^ll fltt^il up, »m»iI I

«iiiiRttiu>k hy I't^omtkio^f it h;io«iMomo fiihU>t ot'iotiv

^ iui<«i'ihmt iu Mlmpio tuo^nnito nn ** HAt^i^mt to tho

ini'ty m\ VWiwn of lliahop \UAmr \ ^U thin ofi*

|tt*«Riiion of v<»Homtion nod i>i«toom hy thoi«« who htol

I

n«) iHmui^Kioo with hiio« i^ithotMuuiohrt) ov pi^t-noort),

\m ulilti^ i^i^iiitniilo to itn o)\|tit*t, mu\ to tho9>o hy

iwh»mt thw comivlioi^ot. wrtu |mlil. Mi* M-*--» tt

j!<^H)h^h D:tMt}h«iOiio« who hrt* Inti^ly {oin^hiint'ii ii |0*t».

|tMty ill fhii [^t^H of tho i^oiiiitiyt with whit?h lot in

iiMMikiihly w«»ll i^onniMi. tool two voi'y t>hMOotot

»i»l|^hhoniii. \\\\m{ with im. In thi» mooing wo took

Mti'oll oviM* th»* g;hoiiul of Ml" (} — » nlio » Hvot^^h*

htHMi» Aiul ft iiuin v^i'y hi|fiity t^itomniMi nntl ii«»|if«i>t;o;i

jin (>iuouiiii|<:ott, Ho wn« hiioi«i»lf iil»««Ht, hiU hin

M '2



lao MODS OF PRB8RRVIN0 ICB.

friend MrW conducted us to t\e garden, which

is the best I have seen in America. It contains a

neat building for a tei»-room, with a fountain of the

purest water in a cellar beneath, from whence a cool

bottle is frequently summoned to add charms to a

figte oham^etre. When upon the subject of cool

bottleS) I may mention that ice in America is con*

sidered a necessary ingredient of existence during

four months of the year. Rich and poor, town and

country, all revel in this simple and cheapest of

luxuries. The system of preserving it differs essen-

tially from ours, and is in fact opposed to all ouroi;^

country notions. A free ventilation is m lintained

over the surfetce of the ice. My friend kept his ice

in a small building like a milkhouse in his back-

yard, with a current of air through it, the pit being

sunk in the centre. He had also a very clever box

of strong plank 2^ feet square, with a swinging shelf,

raised and lowered by a small windlass, with a door

at top, the contents being thus at all times kept

within a frozen zone, and yet perfectly free from

damp. D supposes that the preservation of the

ice may be in some measure explained by the eva-

poration occasioned by the circulation of air during

the melting, and which must less or more take pla«e

during the hot season, that at least this may possibly

check the process *.

* It is rather a curious fact, and I found many incredulous

to whom I mentioned it on my return. One person, however,

who is much interested in the preservation of ice, at once gave

me credence, and referred me to the intelligent agent of Lord

Dundas at Kerse tor information, and from whom I have re.
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I found much difficulty in breaking away from the

koipitalities of Canaiidaig^a, and was especially

tempted by D to accompany him on a weddings

trip to a very beantiAil district, where I would taut

ooly have seen how such affairs kre conducted heris,

ceived instructions so simple, that I shall venture to transcribe

the substance of his letter. He recommends to choose

—

Itty A quiet sheltered spot in a plantation, well shaded by

tiU and umbrageous trees, in a way to be protected from sun

ind wind.

% The ice, when collected, is to be well broken, and formed

into a cone, 15 or 20 feet in diameter at the base, and gradually

tipering to its apex, the height being nearly the same as the

I jiameter at the bottom, and this size of a cone will require

from 100 to 150 carts of ice. In packing it, men are employed,

(onstantly smashing and breaking the ice with wooden mallets,

[nit is impossible to pound it too small.

Sdf When thus formed, the mass should stand a few weeks

I

exposed, even although the weather may be fresh, by which it

liUrun together and consolidate into one great lump of telid

lice.

Uhy It is now to be thatched, like a stack, with barley straw,

libout twice the thickness laid upon a stack of oats. Barley

litraw is found to be decidedly superior to any other, packing

jiDore close, and excluding the air more completely than that

lofwheat or of oats.

fi(A, In mild winters when ice cannot be procured, snow may
Ibe substituted and treated in the same way, only requiring

[nore beating and tramping together, and it is useful to dash

ater over it occaf^ionally during the work, a£< it thus becomes

ke solid ice. It also succeeds well to mix snow and ice to-

ether. Ice may be preserved in this way for three years. Salt

jias never proved useful, nor any difference been observed from

addition. The ice from the cone is found more powerful

what is taken from the ice-house, one-half i\ie quantity of

ne ice producing the same congealing effects as double the

iiantityfrom the house. Except for the convenience of pre-

erring meat, &c. in hot weather, ice-houses might be entirely

spensed with.

I

I
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but might have inspected the Wadsworth farm, pro.

bably the best managed in the States. My time

however, was running fast away, and I was forced to

deny myself this and many other pleasant excurgicns.

A gentleman had travelled with me from Rochester

to Canandaigua, who proved to be the cashier or

agent of an Albany bank, in the habit of making re-

gular journeys with specie to country branches. I

discovered this by noticing a box belonging to him

knocking about in the lobby of the hotel, and ohserr*

ing every fellow that passed honouring it with a sig-

nificant rattle, which perfectly announced its contents.

Upon expressing some surprise to the owner at this I

apparent indifference, he assured me that it never

occasioned him a moment's uneasiness, that suchwu

his usual practice, and that he had no apprehen!iion|

of any danger ; a degree of faith, which I presumel

few Lombard Street travellers would feel warranted!

in manifesting upon the roads of England.

\l^
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CHAPTER XVI.

Town of Geneva—^Value of Land—Small Town of Auburn—
Its State Prison—Journey to Utica—The Town—Road

to Schenectady—Sir William Johnston—Travelling from

Schenectady to Albany—Return bySteamer to New York

—

Altered Face of the Country.

I LEFT Canandaigua at an early hotir upon Mon-

day. The morning was ratL. ool, but we had a

pleasant drive of three hours to Geneva, sixteen

miles. Crops of all kinds looked well, and the cat-

tle were of a good stamp. The soil generally seemed

to be light. The face of the country is undulating,

and presents several of those terraces which may be

remarked in various parts of the world, and which

bre ascribed by geologists to powerful currents which

have at some period swept along the face of our

globe. Geneva is a thriving and a pleasant town,

upon a rising bank overhanging the Seneca lake.

It wore an air of especial beauty this morning. The
sun shone with uncommon splendour upon the land-

scape, and the lake was calm and pellucid as a mir-

ror. The foliage and verdure exhibited all the

freshness of spring, and the villas and houses had

JQst assumed their annual garb of painting, white-

washing, and cleaning. Merchants and farmers

seemed involved in business, and the scene alto-

i;::^;!.^
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r gether waa cheerful and pleasing. I received the

most polite attention from Mr F , who is a land

agent here, acres being still one of the great staples

of the country.

Land in cultivated farms fetches from twenty to

forty dollars per acre. The return of wheat is gt

nerally from 25 to 50 bushels per acre. Some por-

tions of Genesee are uncommonly fertile. I observe

in the prize list of an Agricultural Society in 1819,

that wheat yielded 80 bushels or 10 quarters per

acre, barley 34 bushels, pease 32 bushels, and In-

dian com 132 bushels per acre. These crops were

raised in Ontario county, and twelve, fifteen, and

eighteen successive and productive crops of wheat

are frequently noticed as having been raised withoat

perceptible di£Ference or detriment. Mr J—

,

from Scotland, made a purchase some years ago up-

on the banks of the lake ; he deals largely, I under-

stand, in cattle, and is doing well. He has begun to

use lime with great benefit. Mr S , an Englishman,

has introduced white-thorn hedges with entire sao

cess, andthere can be little doubt that they will thrive.

I saw some in a most healthy condition both here

and at Canandaig^a. It is particularly requisite to

g^ard against drought, and for which reason it is

preferable to plant in a trench than upon a bank,

The Englishman's farm was for sale. A friend of

mine who looked at it some time subsequent to my

visit, describes it as containing 250 acres of good

loam and some indifferent day, well watered, bat

without any mill-power. The wheat and Indian

.- -^"Wn-J- I.W.
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eom were excellent. The hedges thriving and in

good order, with a double rail fence. The mansion-

jionse and offices were very respectable. The price

uked was 25 dollars per acre, or £ 1406, 5s. in whole

for the farm. I should consider Geneva a healthy and

desirable place of residence, possessing good society,

ind where many delightful houses, with gardens

looking down upon the lake, may be had for a rent

LffdO or £40 per annum. I visited the empty

nansion of my friend W , then upon his voyage

from Britain, and found Commodore in great health

lind condition, a horse imported by him some years

ligo to improve the stock, and, to judge from a three

old chestnut colt, then in breaking tackle, the

leriment would appear to have succeeded well.

I left Geneva in the stage for Auburn at 2 o'clock.

^e made rather a tedious halt at a house in the out-

Idrts of the town, when, to deprecate our impa-

jience, the stage-owner whispered that ^.here was a

rriage in progress, and by-and-by the blushing

ride, her spouse, with a male and female friend, en-

our vehicle, and off we drove. Some sweeps

the road presented charming views of the town,

^e villas, and the lake, as we passed round its east*

extremity, and, without any particular occur-

Dce we reached Auburn about eight. Auburn is

I

neat small town in the vicinity, but not within

ew of Owasco Lake. The state-prison is an ob-

of interest here, and has been often minutely

Bribed. The prison hours did not suit my time,

I was thereby prevented from any further in-
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spection than a walk by moonlight beneath its wallg

The system adopted, as is well known, studies the!

correction of bad habits rather than vindictive pun.

ishmr t, and provides steady employment for the

prisoners, accompanied by the strictest enforcement!

of silence and submission. How far such a mode

may succeed, except in a new and thinly people

country, is, I think, somewhat doubtful, for, as

pulation thickens, wealth and privation, crime and

corruption, will increase, in a ratio probably

yond the control of this comfortable discipline,

felons are, in fact, too well off; by which I would

understood to mean, that numbers of our ordii

paupers and unemployed artisans in Britain woolj

very thankfully welcome such quarters as the jail

Auburn presents^

Mechanics of all descriptions have work and col

tomers secured to them, are well fed and clothe

and obtain, I think, also a portion of their earnJD^

in cash. In a dense population such a system won

probably depress the honest tradesman, and, in

hold out a sort of bonus to vice. Ekimest attentiil

tO'a sound religious and moral education, can ido^

check the growth of crime ; and the promotion

this great object will alone prevent the walls of Aj

burn from becoming, as it were, a house of refoj

rather than an object of terror and of dread.

We left Auburn at an early hour upon the folio

ing morning for Utica, a distance of 74 miles,

day was fine, and our party remarkably chee«

The country was rich and beautiful, and the i
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joxariant. Mr 8 from Michigan gare me much

I

iifonnation regarding the rapid settlement of that

(oantry. He was himself deeply immersed in the

ilirring scene of enterprise which it presents. Pos-

Nised of land, he had also built a large tavern, and

ipened a store in Ypsilanti, a town as yet scarcely

Ucognised npon a map. He had started stages up-

ID the National Road through the Western Terri-

Lry, and was now on his way to New York, to or-

\kr additional coaches, and to lay in merchandise of

erery sort. Some months after this, a friend of

jiine, travelling in Michigan, happened to he in his

0086, when a stranger, blessed with more dollars

lu discretion, urged S to part with his tavern.

JDesiring to put a stop to this, a price was named

rhich the owner considered sufficient to close all

ler palaver, but, to his surprise, the proposal was

once accepted, and the bargain concluded. He
now only to make over his premises, and solace

9lf with his dollars; but (mark I) Jonathan ha-

^ng been trammelled by no conditions, quickly got

hp a new house, transferring his residence and his

of business to the opposite side of the way, and

vr'mg poor Johnny Newcome to shift for himself,

nd make the most of his purchase.

We found our roads to-day, for the most ^^art,

^ery indifferent, and were kept in constant motion,

citing and bumping about in high style, all taking

in good humour, and enjoying our laugh in turn,

each came in contact with his neighbour's head.

be coachmen drove at a capital pace, in defiance of
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''(

all obstacles. At a wild romantic dell, called Onon*

dagua Hollow, where a deep and steep bank hemi

in the road upon hand, and the deep ravine qdoq

the other, we took leave to dismount, as it happened

My upon the day preceding, that when rattliitf

down at a swinging trot, the chain of the pole gare

way, and there was nothing for it but to start the

team at a gallop. It was neck or nothing, bat hr^ I

videntially no accident occurred; and, in fact, it

showed uncommon nerve and readiness of mind in

the coachman, as he knew well that if he had at*

tempted to pull up, the weight of the coach woold

have sent them all over the precipice to certain d^

struction. We passed Cayuga Lake, which seentfl

to be shallow, upon the famous Wooden Bridge, il

mile in length.

It was rather late in the evening when we reacb

Utica, where we got very comfortably lodged in the

large hotel at the Canal Bridge. This town is oneo^

the most important of the district. The Erie Cani

the Mohawk River, and the Great Road meet here]

with others diverging in all directions. Many of I

buildings are of brick, the streets wide, and tk^

stores amply replenished. We here held a coonc

upon our future progress, and having debated

roughness of the roads on one side, and the tedio

of the track-boat on the other, finally resolved v\

encountering the former, encouraged by the

ranees of the stage-owner, that by starting at eig

o'clock we should be safely housed in Albany

ten. The promise, I confess, appeared to me som^

what problematical in regard to its accomplishmeDJ
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II I knew the distance to be 100 miles; but my own

fishes being in favour of the road journey, I sup-

IpreiMd all misgivings on the subject. At eight

L'dock, then, we started for Albany, along the banks

tfthe Mohawk, a beautiful and romantic stream,

Irbich, it will be remembered, falls into the Hudson

\i Ij^aterford. The valley is rich, well cultivated,

|ad bounded by finely wooded hills of considerable

eration on either side. We travelled in it for

it 80 miles, to Schenectady.

W^hen about half through our first stage, we met

l&rmer on horseback, who informed us that a mud
like an avalanche, had occurred some miles in

ranee, at a point where a steep bank had been cut

fthe road immediately overhanging the canal, and

we should not, in his opinion, be able to pass,

was food for discussion. For my own part, I

acquired such unlimited confidence in the Ame-
coachee and his cattle, that I awaited the event

little uneasiness. At last the scene presented

f, and I must say in a somewhat appalling form,

road, which was of necessity extremely narrow,

[been completely swamped, and a river of mud
uprooted trees covered its line, in wild confu-

On our left was a sharp steep bank ten or

Ire feet above the canal, and on our right the

iipitous face of the hill, whence this mass had

1 detached. To dismount was almost impossible,

Ota spot could be found on which to walk short of

^knee-deep. We had therefore little choice, but

lit it out. Labourers had strewed branches and

!
\ f
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tops of treei apon tho mud, which formed a lort of

floating bridge, but the plunges of our steedg and

bulky vehicle in getting through, which they did

with much difficulty and hazard, gave me more on.

easiness than any thing I had hitherto met with.

At last we got clear, and continued our course.

The German flats, upon this route, form a tract of I

uncommonly rich and valuable alluvial soil. The

road at times traversed a more elevated part of the

country, extremely romantic, the river being for the

most part in view, and woods of noble trees covered I

with the vine in wild luxuriance. Limestone seemed!

to be abundant. Frequently the rocks and hil

greatly resembled our wildest Highland scenery, and

Little Falls, a sweet village, in many of its feature^

powerfully reminded me of Dunkeld.

We passed this forenoon the delightful residen

in olden times, of Sir William Johnston, so well

known in American Chronicles, for his influen

over the nati\ e tribes. He acted as agent for tb^

British Government, and lived always in the mid

of the Indians. An anecdote highly characteristic

though not quite new, was talked over as we pa

I believe it actually occurred. Upon one occasio

an old jhief happening to fancy a scarlet uniform i

Sir William's, solicited an audience, and with

solemnity recounted a dream, in which the ti

of the coat formed a conspicuous figure. Sir

Ham, perfectly aware of their superstitious rerer

for such revelations, quietly submitted, and resij

his garment to the delighted chief. In due
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koirever, the Baronet was favoured with his dream

ilio ; and having convoked a council, he communi-

dted with much seeming gravity, that he had last

light been assured of a certain tract of land having

I^ given to him by his good friends the Mohawks.

There was no alternative, and Sir William actually

Lceived a valuable domain ; but the old chief most

iolemnly protested, that he would never again dream

I with Sir William.

I was amused to-day with the respectable appear-

[•96 of the scare-crows. One of them figured

|i s clean white shirt, which no man need have

lleen ashamed to acknowledge : FalstaiF's men
InHild have hailed it as a glorious prize, compared

|fith the fruit of English hedges.

From Schenectady to Albany, about twenty miles,

country is sandy and poor. We travelled at the

of seven miles an hour, but what with our ava-

cbe adventure, and some other detentions, it was

after midnight ere we reached the city. M^e

so far exceeded ordinary hours, that the Hotel

bushed in repose, and although we might eer-

ily have raised the house, it was rather doubtful

hether we should thereby have improved our con-

ation. We found the porter dosing in the hall,

having committed our luggage to his charge, we
u upon diving into a certain cellar, which we
observed to be still lighted up as we drove in.

ere we found a good sample of low life in Albany.

I

was about three in the morning, and some of the

tyhad evidently been indulging freely during the

: ..vifa.'.
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previoui huurt. Still tliore wai no bntial drunhe^.

mt» nor inioionoe of any kind, although we wort)

oertttinly acuoitutl with auflicioni freedom. After

partaking of tome capital strong ale and biiuuitg, we

returned to our baggage a}>artinentr and wrupping

ounolvea in greatcoati and cloaks, we enjoyed h to>

Urably comfortable nap, until daylight again put ui

in motion.

I should have mentioned the amount of the coatih

fare from Geneva to Albany, which was only 7 dol-

lars, or £ 1 : II : 6, for a distance of 170 niilea, with*

I

out a farthing extra of any kind, as connected with
|

the coach.

After a saunter through the quiet streets, andviJ

siting a cleanly civil fellow of a barber, who wiu in

readiness for customers, even at this early hour, Ij

embarked in the Albany for New York. This ve«*

sel, although not quite so large as the *< North AineJ

rioa," is a steamer of the first class, noted fur e)e<|

gancO} comfort, and speed. W.'3 had about sixty

passengers in the cabin, increasing aiid dimiiiishingj

at various points. The morning was balmy aud de^

lightful, and the scenery all that the most ftwtidioui

admirer of nature could desire. Winter hud har<^!)

disappeared when I sailed up the Hudson ; the wii

was then piercing, the country bleak, and the woo

devoid of foliage. How great was the contrast uow I

The sun shone forth in all his glory, the farms aoij

orchards gave the richest promise of abundance, i

the noble mountains of Catskill, lofty as our Gn

plans, and covered with oak and other woods, rear
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their topi above the maasei of fleecy and feathery

rioudi wliieh rolled along their Midei. It waa indeed

I lovely
«uene, and I never wearied in contemplating

id beauties. The verdure wan so fresh, the islands,

lutidlands, and hends of the river, sci varying and

lew, that I should have left America totally rnaware

of the uharms of the Hudson, had I not enjoyed this

iiecond trip upon its waters. The numerous schoon-

ers siid steam-vessels, too, gave constant animation

10 the scene. One powerful steamer with a lighter

w every side, like some huge monster of the deep

Imd her two cubs, passed us full of a colony of Swiss

iiii'l German emigrants, with their goods and chattels

I'l
the btmts, ohaunting in great glee their wild and

jiitive airs. It is the practice of those people to move

iittle communities, and they generally bring out

ong^ with them their village pastor or priest, so

at the change of clime scarce ever occasions to

em one painful recollection.

We {(topped a few minutes at Poughkeepsie,

kere there are regular races, then just concluded,

where .re took on board three coursers with

w grooms. I believe they wore not of the flrat

I, but assuredly our Newmarket men would have

nod up their noses at the stud, without excepting

eir tawney-faced attendants. The Highlands, the

irloaf,and Anthony's Nose, severally called forth

admiration, as we passed them in succession, and

I

the tints of evening approached new beauties

diticlosed*

observed upon the banks of the river a largo and

N

'^'t^L4^iufJi.

_«> ^
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r^

simple reel, by which the fishermen dried their, ^s
in a manner far more expeditious and handy than t

spreading them, as we do, upon the beach. I m^y

also just notice a windmill as new to me in its coq.

struGtion« the sails or arms being made to act in a

horizontal direction. I am told that such are pre-

ferred in the States, but I neglected to ascertain fori

what particular adrantage. The approach to New

York in descending the Hudson is fine, but I think I

decidedly inferior to the entrance from sea. Firstl

impressions, however, especially after a long voyagej

must be allowed for, and Manhattan is an interestio

island, view it from what point you will. About seren

we reached the Wharf, and I found myself again

established in my quarters at Bt'iJ: , where

** a la mode ** and a warm bath, prepared me for

comfortable bed, rendered more than usually accept

able after my journey of the last two days.

I spent the following forenoon in paying visit

and secured my passage in the George Canning

which was the packet to sail on the 8th June. Fa8^

ing along Broadway I had a fortunate ^' rencontr

with my friend W , just arrived from Scotlan<|

and who was not a little surprised whec ^ tm

him on the shoulder, delivering himself ht;< i.y

at the City Hotel. He had been lucky in his • ^i

and brought me pleasant and recent letters froj

home.

1^
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CH*PT^!! :^vii.

St^am-boat and Coach Journey to Philadelphia—Intelligent

American Grazier— Bordentown—Joseph Buonaparte

—

Banks of the Delaware—City of Philadelphia—Oppressive

Heat—Visit to Laurr^lhill—Sail down the Delaware, and

through Chesapeake liaj to Baltimore.

Having resolved upon a trip to Washington,

\f agreed to accompany me, and we started

ta the following morning at six in a splendid

iteamer, crowded with Quakers on their return

from some great meeting of the Friends in New
I
York. The morning was fine, and the sail down

bay and through the strait which divides Jersey

Ifrom Staaten Island was quite delightful. Farms

md villas on shore, ships, steamers, sloops, and

Iboatg without number, on the placid water around

Theie are two steam-boat lines to Philadelphia,

lone by Trenton, and another by Bordentown. We
|fent by the latter, and returned by the former. The

was four dollars, or 18s., including breakfast

nd dinner, with nearly thirty miles of land-travel>

across New Jersey, from Amboy to Borden-

Dwn. It may be supposed that a rare scramble

^es place in the transfer of a steam-boat cargo to

he coaches in waiting. Matters, however, are re-

n2
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markably well ordered. 'Each passenger receives a

ticket bearing reference to the coach in which he

and his luggage are deposited, the whole being trans-

acted without trouble to him, or tax upon his hum.
A party wishing to be together can easily have it

arranged by speaking in time to the person who dis-

tributes the tickets. W and I, of course, kept

together, and we had in our coach two men, respect-

able in appearance, who, for the first time that I had

met with in America, interlarded their conversation

with abominable expletives and oaths. I soon dis-

covered that they were graziers, or in some way

concerned with live-stock, and, taking a fit time, I

opened a chat with the one whose appearance pro-

mised the greatest intelligence. Nor was I mis-

taken. He proved to be very largely concerned in i

cattle-dealing for the New York and Philadelpbia

markets, bringing droves across the Alleghany

Mountains often from a distance of 600 miles, andj

under a perfect system of arrangement.

I received much useful information from this per-

1

son, and was not a little astonished when he ad-

dressed me, to find him talking, as it were, an entire-

1

ly different language from that which h6 used to

friend. Not an oath o].* an improper term escaped!

from his lips; and I was taught not to jadgetool

harshly or rashly ; for, however lamentable it was I

find him giving way to such a practice at all, it wasl

evidently not his usual custom^ but an unworthy ac-

quiescence in [the detestable slang too often to

met with in Ohio or Kentucky.
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The soil of New Jersey appears sandy and light.

The crops, notwithntanding, looked vigorous and

healthy, and the Indian com was putting up its

liroad blades in great promise. This State is cele-

brated for its peach-orchards, which are often of

irreat extent. But nothing in the vegetable world

liere surprised and delighted us so much as the

weeping willows. I had seen no tree in the New
World which, in my opinion, could rival them for

beauty, and, at variance with the nature of the wil-

low-tribe, they seemed to grow here in perfect sand.

And how they do grow ! Stems of immense diame-

Iter, with tops spreading abroad, and drooping to the

nrth, in a manner graceful and picturesque beyond

I

description.

We reached Bordentown upon the banks of the

[Delaware about three. This is a small town, twenty-

Uor miles above Philadelphia, and has been chosen

Iby Joseph Buonaparte as his retreat from the poli-

Itics of Europe, and the shipwreck of his dynasty.

jllie place is extensive, and the park is enclosed by

li rail-fence. The house has been lately rebuilt af-

jter an accidental fire, and appears to be spacious and

nagnificent. He has not chosen the most fertile

ortion of the land on which to settle, but this af-

brds him the greater scope for exertion and im-

Dvement, and much really appears to have been

»ne. The villa commands a most enchanting view

'the river.

Our saiil down the peaceful Delaware, with the

Bccessiou of fine farms and rural retreats upon its
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batiks, afforded us the greatest enjoyment. On the

Pennsylvanian shore, the country was especiaUv rich

and laxuriant, the fields often large, and the fanns

or estates extensive. The mansions also were in

many instances on a splendid scale, evincing both

wealth and taste in their owners.

We reached Philadelphia about six in the even-

ing, and fi*'ed ourselves at the Unitod-States-Hotel

in Chesniit Street. Philadelphia contains 130,000

inhabitants, and is a beautiful and regular town. To

the eye of a picturesque traveller, its extreme regu*

larity may perhaps appear somewhat Offensive.

The United-States-Bank, opposite to the hotel in

which we lodged, is a magnificent building of white

marble, after the model of the Parthenon. Many of I

the churches, private banks, mint, &c. are extremely:

hatidsotne* The streets are well paved, and the pri-

vate mansions, for the most part, uniform, comino*|

dious, and neat. I shall not, however, go into an]

detailed accoant of what has been so often described.

The market'-street is certainly curious, and extensivi

being a long a)rcade filled with all the necessaries

life ; but I must say it fell short of my expectatii

The Park, or Public Mall, is a very agreeable pi

menade, in the centre of the city. Philadelphia i|

built on the bank of the Delaware, here a mile ii

width, and navigable foi^ the largest vessels.

distance to the sea is ninety miles. The Schuylkil

bounds the city on the west, and supplies the ii

bitauts with water in the greatest abundance.

The day had been warm, but extremely pleasanj

upon n(

it. The

Iw^e ai

iaijL*i ^-i^fj--, fcrt .-;.
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ind we retired to our bed-rooms, little aware of the

(tew which awaited us. The sleeping apartments in

America are provided with fan-lights above the door,

which are left open at pleasure, and maintain a cur-

rent of air throughout the house, without increasing

the risk which frequently arises from the draught

coDsequent to open bedroom-windows. The night

liecame excessively hot, and in vain did we court

Morpheus. I began to think some feverish attack

was coming upon me. I opened my window for re-

lief, but the air met me hot as from a furnace. I*

was any thing but a night of refreshment. At last

I

came day-light, and, on descending to the bar-room,

I

we found that the thermometer had made a start of

ibont 20 degrees, and now stood at 90° in the shade,

quite sufficient to account for all our distress. '

We had arranged to visit Laurelhill, a rural

itaTem, some miles from town, on the banks of the

Schuylkill, and to return in time for afternoon ser-

rice. At six o'clock, accordingly, we drove off in a

rery smart shandrydan, with an excellent nag, and,

in spite of the heat, had a very pleasant ride to the

place of our destination. We passed many villas

land farms in high order, and greatly admired the lo-

Icnst-trees in the hedges, with their luxuriant pen-

Ident clusters of snow-white blossom. Laurelhill

|well deserves the encomiums bestowed upon it by

English friend in New York, who enjoined me
upon no account to omit an opportunity of visiting

lit The taverns, gardens, saloons, &c. are upon a

llarge and handsome scale, well fitted up, and no-

ra^^^^itfwij
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thing wanting whiclt art can supply; but it mngt

found its highest claim on the natural beauties it en-

joys.

From the house you enter a range of delightful

pleasure-grounds, ornamented by shrubbery, and full

of magnificent oaks, whose branches are enlivened

by tame turtle-doves in great numbers, the river

running smoothly below, with rocky and romantic

banks. It was quite a fairy scene, and seems with

justice to be a favourite resort of the Philadelphiang.

Neither is the interior of the mansion without

charms. We were quickly served with a breakfast,
1

which it would require a diagram to explain, for no

less than three'Ond'tweniy dishes were placed before

us, and were yet laid out with perfect elegance upon

a table three feet square*. Fish of various kinds,

chickens, ham, sausages, maize-pancakes, &c. h\

figured on our board in neat small portions for two.

It was quite a picture to look upon, and not with-

out more solid claims to our regard, for eachww

exoelleut in its way. The landlord is a man fond ofl

horses, and we were shewn a bay gelding seven

years old belonging to him, said to be the fas

trotter in this State, which is greatly celebrated fori

trotting matches, ^or«e-ractn^ being prohibited byul

ancient law of Pennsylvania. This horse was a finej

figure, about fifteen hands and a half in height, and

shewing good breeding, with well shaped hocks, and

powerful muscular thighs. I shall not venture tol

repeat what we were told of his performance8.'0i|

onr return we stopped for a short time at Fairj
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Donnt, where the great works for raising water had

been erected. These consist of five huge wheels

propelled hy the Schuylkill, which raise its water

iboire an hundred feet into capacious reservoirs on

the summit of the rock, and from whence it is dis-

persed by many miles of pipes throughout the city.

The buildings have been planned and executed with

tute, and the scenery around is extremely beautiful.

We attended St Andrew's church in the after-

noon, and had a most excellent sermon from Dr

Milner. By this hour the heat became most op-

I

pressire, and we suffered much, especially from our

wardrobe not being calculated for such a meridian.

Fans were universal in church, and in the hands of

both sexes; they seemed to be large flappers made

of palm leaves. The butterfly garb of the Negroes

in Philadelphia has long been a fruitful source of ri-

Idicule in the States ; and we witnessed it this even-

ling in great perfection. Philadelphia is the very pa-

Indise of Negroes, and it would seem, poor crea-

as if they revelled in especial glee from liv-

on the verge of bondage. In our hotel, I must

ly that some authority would have been exercised

rith advantage, for their tongues never ceased. I

annoyed by their perpetual jabber^ though I

i;ht to have remembered, that whereas the ther-

Dometer at 90° somewhat discomposed my nerves,

; only raised those of the man of colour to his true

)int of enjoyment. /

Monday SO/A.—A beautiful morning, with a glow-*

i% sun; thermometer at 84% The night was tre*

»
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|i

mendoufily hot. W—» unable to rest, paid me a

vi§it about two, and found me stripped of the bed-

clothei, and gasping like a turtle. The heat ig rare.

ly greater, and the change being sudden materially

increased its effects. . <

The William Penn, in which we sailed for Balti-

more at six o'clock, is superb, and fitted up with

equal elegance and comfort. The main cabin is 15o

feet in length. The fare to Baltimore, 120 miles,

was 4 dollars, or Ids. Breakfast and dinner, both

most abundant and excellent, were charged one-half
j

dollar, or 2s. 3d. each. We proceeded down the

Delaware at the rate of fourteen miles an hour, past-

ing various village.,, and pleased with the rich mea-

dows and well timbered country on the banks. The
I

scenery, however, was somewhat monotonous

tame. We were transported from the Delaware to I

Chesapeake Bay, by the canal lately constructed to]

unite the navigation. The distance is fourteen miles,

and was performed in good style, and in a comfor-

table track-boat, in a couple of hours. Four milesl

of the canal have been excavated with much laboDr,|

and this portion is called the Deep Cut. At

highest point, a yia-duct, called Summit Bridge,

been thrown across, 90 feet above the canal, and!

feet in length. Vessels of 200 tons burden pass on

the canal. Our party was very pleasant to-dayj

Mr T , a Virginian gentleman, I found partle

larly intelligent and communicative. In politics b^

is a great admirer of Mr Clay, and considers him iij

many points a prototype of Canning. Mr T-
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liid been at Philadelphia to attend the college exa-

ination, and to take home his son, a 6ne looking

lid, for the vacation. The college at Philadelphia

ii remarked for laying a solid foundation in its sys-

tem of instruction, especially in mathematics. The

extmination precludes all attempts at a getting up.

Ib Eaclid, for iastance, the number of books gone

through is specified, and tickets for each proposition

ire put into a box. A student is called up by the

examiners ; he draws a ticket, and whatever may be

the number it refers to, he proceeds forthwith to

demonHtrate. Such was the account which I receiv-

ed from Mr T
I made rather an awkward discovery this forenoon,

for, in looking over my pocket-book, and literally

tmparing notes with W , we came to the un-

I

pleasant conclusion that our funds would scarce hold

out. I mention the circumstance chiefly as a warn-

ing to others, the dollar-notes having now for a se-

cond time played me this trick. So long as I was

master of a sizeable bunch, I thought all wls right,

my mind running upon each being at least 20s. in

ralue. I wrote immediately to New York, for a

supply to meet me at Philadelphia; but, as the time

was limited, i^nd I had to trust my letter to :he

master of the canal ppcket-boat, of whom I knew

iDothing, my hopes from that source were slender.

II had letters with me to Baltimore and Washington,

Ibut, as they bore no reference to pecuniary matters,

11 could found but little upon them ; a^.d I determined

lat once to mention my dilemma to a good namesake

+

4

I,

i

i!
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of my own, whose acquaintance I had accidentilly

made in Liverpool, and who ii a citizen of Balti-

more. I found him domiciled in Bamum'i Greit

Hotel, one of the host in the States, and was at once
j

put at rest as to my pecuniary difficnltieti. We
reached Baltimore about five. At the mouth of the

I

harbour there is a fort of some extent, and in good

order. The soldiers looked sma'*t and clean in their
I

summer dress. T 'Irank tea with Mr D , whom

I had known in Scotland, and we spent the evening
I

very pleasantly in viewing the town.

t^
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CHAPTER XVIII.

City of Baltimore—Journey to Washington—Internal 81ave>

trade denounced—Capital of the United States—Halls of

Congress and Senate, and the Capitol—Interview with Ge-

neral Jackson, the President— Visit to Mount Vernon--

Tomb of General Washington—Return to New York.

Baltimore is a thriving city. It is well situate

[for trade on the Patapsco River, and extensive cot-

Iton and flour mills are established in the vicinity^

There are some very handsome public edifices, and

Itfo splendid monuments of m .rblO) one sacred to

Ifashington, the other to the memory of those citi*

|ien« who fell in defence of Baltimore in 1814. The

opalation, I believe, is about 70,000. A railway

miles in extent has been commenced from this

Pittsburgh, and will greatly increase the trade of

Itimore. The city is well supplied with water

9m springs within itself. In hot weather a Cau-

|ion to strangers is placarded on the public wells,

eaiinding them of the danger which attends drink«

^ cold water when overcome with perspiration and

eat. Three newly arrived emigrants died sudden-

about this time from neglecting this caution. It

linly requires some self-denial to resist, and I

p more than once uneasy for W' and mydelf.

;

^t'
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but the acidulated waters, the soda fountaing, the

mintjuleps, &c, presentiug themselves at every cor-

ner, were too much for our fortitude or our fears.

After reasoning gravely perhaps on the matter, and

coming to a sound conclusion, a tempting fizz from

some marble table would be sure to lead us astray;

and I believe few shops either here, in Washington,

or Philadelphia, escaped without a visit. It is de-

1

cidedly, however, a bad practice, and a vain one, for I

the enemy immediately assails you, and I think with
<

renewed force. Nothing quenched my thirst so

agreeably, safely, and durably, as a goblet of newj

milk during breakfast, with a lump of crystal icej

swimming <!ind dissolving within it. Ice was at com* I

mand every where in the greatest profusion, and nni-j

versal in its application.

Tuesday, Slst of May,—We left Baltimore this]

morning in the stage for Washington. The distance

is thirty-eight miles, and the fare 13s. 6d. A gen-l

tleman for whom I had letters resides on the way,!

and the B'l;age-owner very civilly secured me a plaoel

by Lis evening coach, which was to pick me up if l|

four.d it convenient to stop at the house ofMr G
There is some fine scenery in the country around

Baltimore ; but I confess that it attracted little of

my attention, in an agricultural point of view. Slave

ry is the law of the State, and I think iio Brituli

farmer would choose to encounter that, with so mncli

variety before him as America presents. Ishallnof

at this time enter upon the subject of slave-holdiii

in the States. It is difficult and painful. I
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denounce, however, the internal slave-trade, which U
cttrried on, I am afraid, to a shameful extent. In

the suburbs of Baltimore, I remarked an odd-looking

mansioa, resembling something between a jail and a

lunatic asylum. There, I was told, dwelt one who

^ns bis livelihood by seizing Negroes, and whose

aiyrmidons are far from scrupulous in considering

iiether they have any legal right for pouncing on

I their prey. Gangs of unhappy creatures are thus

I

ifecmbled by a system of kidnapping, and shipped

for the Southern States. At the very moment

I

te passed, a horse stood panting at the gate, and co-

vered with foam, whose rider, I verily believe, (as I

vas told), had just returned from the pursuit of some

mpless and friendless Negro.

We had an hour's drive for some miles upon the

[first portion of the Ohio railway. The carriages were

[drawn only by a single horse.

The Americans have a great deal to say upon the

[exploits of the last war. Our route to-day was the

Itame as that of the Baltimore Militia, when they

liiarched out to meet General Ross ; and a passenger

the coach, who was in the action, gave me full

Is. He saw General Ross full, and conceived

ir advanced guard to have acted improperly by re-

|iring into ambush when they descried the American

}ops, instead of retiring on the main body. Ge-

eral Ross was thus taken by surprise : he galloped

brwai'd to reconnoitre, and was immediately taken

lown by a rifleman. This person displayed the most

[xtraordinary and lamentable obtuseness of feeling

^c-AitiviV^tj.-j-.V--:.! i .-.
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that I ever met with ; not a spark of filial regard for

his mother country seemed to remain, and he was

indeed thoroughly naturalized. He told me he had

served ten years as a British officer, in a regiment

which he named, but seemed quite insensible ofi

either awkwardness or impropriety in opposing his
j

old comrades in the field. " Why," says I," Sir,

did you not feel rather queer when you marched up i

in front of the red coats ?" " Not a bit," said he,

" I knew how it would be, that we woidd breaic at I

the first fire
;"—either evading, or, as I am inclined

to think, not comprehending, the drift of my qiipsj

tion.

Maryland, so far as I saw, is sandy and poor; but I

I know that it possesses some rich districts. M

C , whose gate I reached about three, is a raani

of extensive property, and possessed of a beautifull

mansion which stands in a park of 2000 acre». It|

is rare to find a country seat in America, whero

much ornamental improvement has taken place.

My visit arose from the kindness of Colonel

W , who was wounded and taken prisoner in

the engagement at Bladensburg in 1814, and vho

received so much sympathy and attention upon tha

occasion, that he came out on purpose from Scotlan

two years ago, to visit Mr C and other friend

and to cement his friendship with their family circle

It is almost superfluous, therefore, to add, that mji

reception upon delivering his letter was kind an^

hospitable. '
'

*'

After dining, and enjoying a bottle of choice Maj
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deira, well iced) we walked out to see what Mr

1

0.— called hispeoplef or, in other words, the slaves,

I
of whom he possesses about 200. We found them

in planting tobacco; and here assuredly

l^rery wore a smiling aspect. Not that they ex-

bibited noisy and unmeaning mirth, but they were

iteadily and cheerfully engaged, without an overseer

(if any description. They regard Mr C as their

Ifiither and their friend ; but when looking on the

little ones frisking about devoid of care, I could not

direst myself of the remembrance that he might

Ipackthem off to market like a drove of pigs, with*

m either father or mother having a word to say

ligainst it.

Tobacco is a scourging crop. The return may be

len at one hogshead per acre, and that is worth 50

oUars, or L. llf 5s. The landed proprietors in this

ter are rather indifferently off. The soil is not

jrich, and when a farm is sold or let, the occupier,

er a few scourging crops, too often contrives to

cket the amount, and slip away to the west. I

bsenred many fine standard peach-trees in the park

aded with fruit. In the evening, I walked forward

the village of Bladensburgh, about a mile from

be lodge of Mr C , and the evening being

emarkably warm, I entered a snug cool-looking

^rern, to wait for the coach. A bottle of excellent

p, and, as usual, a plate of ice was placed before

e, and I found the book-shelves well replenished

|ith an Encyclopedia, many volumes of poetry,

uphy, &c. In due time the coach appeared^
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and we drove tL/ough the midst of the battle groQQ(]

which was warmly contested on some high open

woodland, just beyond the village. Here Colonel

W received his wound, which procured him the

kind attention of Mr C ; and I fbund next day
j

that his visit of gratitude was held in remembrance
I

by the President himself. We reached the city about

seven, and I foundW waiting for me at Gadsby's

immense hotel.

I was now in the capital of the United States;

I

but how shall I describe it ? It is a mighty skeleton,

and should the world last for some thousand years

longer, its massive public works may perch mce be

found mouldering, like the remains of the mammothj

I have great doubts, however, whether the flesh and

sinews will meanwhile ever have existence. Man;

are of opinion that the site has been rashly chosenj

and various other speculations bear upon the st

tion of Washington.

Leaving these matters for Time to propoand,

will only say that the Capitol exceeded all I

heard of it, and whether, from its own merits, oil

partly, perhaps, from the absence of rivals, it strucM

me as the most beautiful edifice I had ever seen. 11

covers an acre and three quarters of ground, an^

cost L. 500,000. It is built of freestone, paint

and resembles marble so much, that I was at

deceived. Captain H , cavilling at this abuse (

white lead, was told that it was resorted to fortli

purpose of efiacing the smoke of the British

brands in 1814.
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The view from the mount on which it stands is com-

nioding and extensive. For its interior, I will re-

fer to the many descriptions already puhlished, and

ikill only say, that the Halls of Congress and of the

Senate are indeed splendid and commodious. One

fide street extends for a mile from the Capitol to

the President's house ; hut even this, which may be

termed the backbone of the mammoth, is yet but

iodifPerently filled up.

Wednesdayy June 1.—The heat this morning is

I

excessive. Our hotel consists of a large square, with

fooiranges of covered galleries, bed-rooms entering

mm each of the two upper tiers. In the centre of

tlie court is a marble fountain, with a copious supply

of water playing upon the salads, to cool them for

leais. The whole building is of timber, and a watch-

an perambulates the house during the night (as is

Itomnion, I believe, in all these large hotels), to

.

Uard against accidents from fire. The very idea of

Inch a household being aroused in the dead of night

ff
sach an alarm, makes one quake.

I was curious to know how they contrived to

erve untainted their fish, butcher-meat, &c. in

Bch weather as the present, and Mr Gadsby very

pviDy took me down to his larder in the basement,

nd showed me what he called a refrigerator. This

I a wooden chest, of any dimensions that may be

led desirable, having double sides, with an in-

of two,0ff three inches, filled close with hard

ked charcoal. There is a drawer or space at the

Bttom, to be filled with ice, and neat wire shelves

2o
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are suspended within, upon which the proTisiuns

are placed. In this way, every thing is kept in the
I

best condition, and the butter was equally hard and I

firm as if the thermometer had been 50° below the
I

point at which it actually stood. >.• ^ •.

It had naturally been my wish, when in Washing.!

ton, to be introduced to the President, and a kiodl

friend in New York had promised me a letter, withl

that view, to Mr Van Buren, at that time Secretaryl

of State. Ere he had accomplished his promise,!

however, a more particular private friend of Mr|

Van Buren*s coming in his way, he transferred the

introduction to him, and a letter was sent me froi

Mr Cambreleng, couched in the kindest terms, upon

ray object in visiting the States. This letter 1

transmitted on my arrival last nighti and was poli(

ly requested to wait on Mr Van Buren upon the fol<|

lowing day. I now called as appointed, and

a message requesting me to follow the Secretaryl

the President's house, where he had been unexpected^

]y sent for. I directly drove thither, and was

ceived by a respectable " maitre d'hotel," andsho^i

into a drawing-room, well furnished in a priTab

style, and provided with abundance of periodicals i

pass the time. By-and-by Mr Van Buren made

appearance, and received me with cordiality

kindness. Shortly afterwards, the venerable Gei

ral himself came down. He is a tall, thin old geo

tleman, of plain unaffected demeanour. He talk^

with kindly feelings towards Gre$t Britain, inquir

into my own views, and the opinion I had formed (
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America. He meutioned certain portions of the

eoDtinent as in his opinion desirable for settlers (he

ii
partial to warm climates), and finally dispatched

I message, by his private Secretary, to the General

Und-office, for Mr Hayward, the Head Commis-

iioDer of that department, to come to him, that I

BJglil make his acquaintance. In this interval, a

I

^ne rather ludicrous occurred, but which ultimate-

ly conduced to put us on more free and easy terms*

Hie door opened, and, of all men, who should be an-

wanced but Mr G , whose letter, introducing

m particularfriend Mr Fergusson, I had indeed de-

firered, but whose face, until that moment, I had

Nver seen. My own physiognomy, I doubt not,

Umewhat explained my sensations ; for Mr Van

iBiiren immediately rose, and kindly relieved me, by

Lying, " Permit me, Mr Fergusson, to introduce

nou to yourfriend Mr C-——," much to the amusOf

jnent of the President, who laughed heartily at what

lb could at first by no means decypher ; and, it must

Ike acknowledged, that the coiiicidence was strange

ItDOugh, which brought him, unlooked for, at ikA%

Irery moment, and during the short period of my in-

jtenriew. "' • -.-'_. * o";/,! n I -f;

The President inquired whether, as regards emi-

fttion, I felt inclined to prefer Canada or the States?

In reply, I stated, that I was much pleased with

i^hat I had seen of Upper Canada, and that I bo-

red he would not think the worse of mO for hiiv-

Dg some bias to our own settlements. ** Certainly

Dot, Sir, and I have no hesitation in saying, that, so
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far as regards climate and soil, it is a matter of in.

difference, in my opinion, whether settlers go to

Upper Canada or to us ; hut, I will say,** (with gome

emphasis), ** that, in the States, they will find morel

stirring;** a remark which is perfectly jnst, but'

which I am far from admitting to he any disconrag«.

ment. The resources of our Upper Province remain I

yet to he developed. Mr Van Buren ohserred (andl

it was the only observation I heard that could bel

said to have a " smack of the court,**) that he had al*

ways been particularly struck by the steadiness and|

success of Scotch settlers. At the same time, an

without any undue national partiality, I heliere, lie

is amply borne out by facts. It was highly satisfa

tory to hear the liberal and friendly expressions o^

these statesmen towards Great Britain, and to wit<{

ness the satisfaction with which they received mi

assurance, that in all my promiscuous intercoi

with American citizens (one only exception unworthi

of notice), I had every where met with a congenia

and growing spirit of fraternity and goodwill. Set

wounds are yet too raw for handling, such as ou

own visit in 1814 to Washington; but if officiou

meddlers leave these alone, time will soon ohliterati

every feeling of rancour. I was very cordially

comed by Mr Hayward, who took me with him i

his office, and presented me with several importanj

documents, and all the information he could give op

on the capabilities, value, and extent of govemmeDJ

lands. I took my leave of the President, higUi

gratified with my reception. The upper part oim

' '•t^^S^'^^Mj-fi^
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>'ttional Mansion-House (we must not say Palace),

I
believe, is appropriated to the private accommoda-

hionof the Chief Magistrate, and the lower to state

Utrtments, which are very handsome, but were at

Uu time undergoing repairs. These rooms are open

L the public, and large parties were perambulating

Uch as were for the time unoccupied, just as the

houses of noblemen are visited with us, barring and

acepting all shabby perquisites to menials. The

(rounds around the house were by no means in ere-

liitable order.

Thursday 1 2d June.—Another brilliant day. Ther-

liometer at 86°. We breakfasted early, intending

Ito take the steam-boat to Alexandria, and thence

Ijrire to Mount Vernon, which I felt the greatest

joxiety to visit. Our attendants at breakfast were

sied with large flappers in keeping up a circula-

llion of air about the table. There is at this time a

en stage opposition on the road to Baltimore, and

he owner of the coach in which we booked ourselves

k the evening, offered us his gig to drive to the

i-boat, a distance of a mile and a half, through

reets and squares that are to be, and which we found

I trifling accommodation in a day so sultry. The

Potomac is a noble river, of great depth and width,

id the country on the Virginian shore, but within

he district of Columbia, is romantic and fine : fnr-

ker down it becomes tame. An extensive bridge of

rood unites the two banks, nearly opposite to the

Kty, bat it was injured by the ice in spring, and has

lot yet been repaired. We passed the Arsenal and

i'tltoiAi^."';!- fi»'iviS£kA'.;-/.'^i;J'» ^.«^i,:.iil)^.iK,i.
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Navy-yard, aud sailed alongside of a stately frigate

named after the river in which she lay, and jqgt

about to depart for China. Alexandria, seven milei

below Washington, is the shipping port where tbe

trade of the city and adjoining district is chiefly car-

ried on. We here got a neat light coach, a pair of

sleek, well fed horses, and a gprinning good-humoured

Blackey to drive us to Mount Vernon, a distance of

about a dozen miles, for which we paid three dol-

lars, or Ids. 6d.

The road is through a wild and rather sterile dis-

trict. The forest scenery was \n some places ro-

mantic, and the variety of oaks surprised U8, at leait

Lalf-a-dozen different species being discernible as we

drove along. The Kalmia latifolia (Mountain Lau-

rel), here called Honeysuckle, in a luxuriance and

beauty which baffle description, twined around thei

stems, and beds of lovely flowers enamelled tin

jground. At last Mount Vernon appeared, and tin

'feelings with which (I am not ashamed to say) I al

most idolize the memory of Washington, made itii

my eyes a spot of no ordinary interest. The firei

object which attracted my attention was a nobl

field of wheat in full ear, with a close useful cedar-

hedge along its side, a convenience easily adopti

and which would tend greatly to improve the hi

bandry of America. • -
^
s'^ '

The American black-thorn is also a good feni

aiid is rejected by the cattle, who browse upon

destroy the Virginian. The next object we enj

countered was, what I would rather have met an;

iM
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where else, a gang of Negro slayet, engaged in plant-

jgg
tobacco. There are probably few things more

koiniliating in the history of our race than to con*

iider Washiitgton as holding in bondage his fellow-

Ben. The mansion is not large, but with its wings

gd offices makes a handsome appearance. The

iitaation is very fine, upon a bank overlooking the

Potomac, with fine woodland scenery on every side.

Jadgfe Washington, to whom the estate now per.

tiins, considers it unhealthy, and resides in a distant

fut of the State.

We were conducted by a little Negro boy to the

tomb of the patriot and hero : for, sure I am, if ever

an existed, who, in real life, gave meaning to these

lenns, it was here that he lived and died. The ori-

final vault was upon the river bank, below the house,

kit had suffered so much from damp, that it was

knd expedient, about two months ago, to remove

remains to a new one at some little distance.

This ii a simple building, in good taste, bearing up-

lin a plain marble tablet the inscription, '* Tomb of

|lhe Washington Family," and beneath, ** I am the

lesarrection and the Life," &c. Often had I read

fith envy of visits to this spot, and now I actuaUy

od where his ashes rest. Without the smallest

inge of the sentimentaly I can say with truth, that

few events of my life ever interested my feelings

lOre, nor could I help reciting aloud

—

" How sleep the brave, who sink to rest.

By all their country's wishes blest

;

\

A
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When Spring,with dewy fingers cold.

Returns to deck their hallowM mould,

She there will dress a sweeter sod

Than Faney^ifeet have ever trod."^

m

ft-i

I think Collins roust have been favoured with a pro.

phetic vision of Mount Vernon, when he peooedl

these beautiful lines.

Our dingy guide looked somewhat astonished at|

my e£Pusion, and, I doubt not, was all the while, ii

sober earnest, reckoning up how many^'^n^
,

he was likely to make of us. We walked over the

rooms of the house without meeting any thing of in<j

terest, saving, perhaps, the key of the Bastile, de<{

posited here by La Fayette, a well chosen gift

lay upon the altar of independence.

The neglected condition of Rural Grave-yar

struck me with surprize, indeed sometimes vnth dis

gust. That a people of yesterday should feel some

what indifferent to gorgeous mausoleums, is natur

enough ; but that it should extend to the absence

common decency, is reprehensible and disgracefiil

I do not ecollect of observing one instance of a bo

rial-ground (except in towns) which was kept in

lerable order, while too frequently the remains <

departed friends were open to every unhallowed bjj

ped or quadruped who might be inclined to intnidj

This ought not to be, and it is to be hoped, the bej

ter feelings of the people will ere long be awake

to correct it. The absence of parochial division

and the frequent changes of property, with the

sequent changes of abode, will go far to explain

,1 ,::vi3'.ir^^!Sftii-J^MiA
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L^lect; but although these caniieii may afford some

LplanatioU) they form no substantial excuse ; and

L can even imagine the National Union to be ce-

Unted by visits from the children, now perhaps

Lttled upon the Mississippi or Ohio, to the sacred

Lot where, on the banks of the Hudson or Connec-

jlieQt, may rest the ashes of their fathc rs.

We returned to the city, and in the afternoon

lioceeded to Baltimore. The only object of inte-

on the road occurred after sunset, when the fo-

»t, in its deepest recesses, assumed the semblance

fa great city under a splendid illumination. Mil-

M of fire-flies flitted on every side, and presented

of the most beautiful and interesting spectacles

bich W or I had ever witnessed. The heat

ring this day has been about as great as is ever

lown, the thermometer ranging even so high as

and 94° in the shade.

It was late before we reached Baltimore, and we
it early neict morning, in the steam-boat, for

luladelphia. Our boat was the '< Carrol of Carrol-

D," named after a venerable old gentleman, sole

mor then (for he, too, is since gone) of those

ko signed the Declaration of Independence. We
a crowded cabin, and all descriptions of travel-

even from the prince to the peasant. The for-

a '< rara avis '* here, was personified by a most

ible and intelligent individual, the Prince of

^ortemberg, then returning from an extensive tour

I the south and west.

Of the humbler class, we had some of the rongh-

k

!i

3 1
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est gentry I had yet met with. A portion of the

stem gallery is specially appropriated to the ladicc

where they may sit or walk without intrusion. In|

ignorance, I had sauntered to that end of the vessel I

and two very coarse-looking gentlemen followed ni\

steps, when presently a person came to us to men-^

tion that we were breaking rules, at the same timfl

whispering in my ear tliat T might stay or retire,

I pleased. One of my fellow-culprits observed wiulj

passed, and immediately questioned me what th^

o&ptain might have been saying to me. I told him

what was very true, that I was not aware he

been the captain ; " Yes," says he, " it's the cap

tain ; and I guess he was making an excuse to ym fo(

turning us forward, and that you might stay."

course I closed the discussion by walking forwa

but I could see that their feelings were pretty

derabig excited.

y^e made the run to Philadelphia, 120 miles, i|

eleven hours, including the delay of the canal.

had some interesting conversation in Philadelph

with Mr Carey, one of the most eminent publishe

and bibliopoles of America ; but upon that I cann

at present enter.

Saturdag, 4th June.—Another roaster. WemoT^

at six in the steamer for New York, and met

nothing particular, except our extraordinary car

cade across Jersey by Princeton. The road

mere sand, and the day sultry beyond toler

We started thirteen coaches, and the cloud of

is more easily imagined than described. We keptj
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I
respectful distance, too, from each other, but there

fi; not an air of wind to disperse the foe ; and ma-

I

ir a green silk pelisse and gay bonnet would, I am

Lre, rue their appearance on this occasion. The

tfony of the fair owners was affecting and amusing

Uy turns. "
•

f

Upon the Monday and Tuesday of the following

I
reek, I was engaged in taking leave of friends, and

i making preparations for my voyage. W and

h had made an appointment with our friend the cat»

Itie-dealer, to meet him on the morning of the 6th in

lllie Smithfield of New York, and we attended ac*

ordingly. The stance is about two miles from

D?m, with very suitable yards and pens. The show

rather indifferent this morning, and our friend

been prevented from getting there. I think

ere were about 200 oxen on the ground, running

Dm 40 St. to 70 St. each, but they could not be

ckoned more than half fat. I think they had all

en in the yoke. We breakfasted at the ordinary

^th the butchers and graziers, and, though not quite

I elegant as in Bunker's, had every thing comfort-

lie and clean.

The most entertaining circumstance we met with,

the free and unsophisticated ease of a gentle-

1, whom I fixed upon, in my estimate of charac-

at breakfast, as one of the leading and old-esta-

lied butchers of the city. He seemed quite at

|ime with all the farmers, handled their stock in

oper style, decided on their weight, condition, &c,

Ith equal promptitude and fluency. I determined

I
make a set at him, and thought I had done won-

-i
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den when he took me by the aim and led me oiF

the yards to look at some oxen just come in. There!

however, to my surprise and amusement, I discover]

ed that my friend had only landed two dayt befor

from the ** Emerald Iide.'* He stated hin?^If to

a man of substance, and had thoughts of purchasini

a stock-farm in Pennsylvania. He had a very cor<|

rect eye (and he had but one) for the pointii of

good beast. We thought him a frank and pleasani

man, well informed upon rural affairs, and I could

have been well satisfied, had time and chance adi

mitted, of improving our acquaintance.

u
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CHAPTER XIX.

lOaracter of the Americans—Jealousy of Independence—Ca-

techetical Propensity—Pedantic Nomenclature—Peculiar

Phraseology—Personal Habits—Servants orHelps—Respect

for the Fair Sex—State of Religion and Morality—^Ameri-

can Constitution and Public Men—Misrepresentations of

the Quarterly Review and Captain Basil Hall.

Now, when about to re-embark, it may be asked,

itve I nothing to say upon the manners and tem-

|er of the Americans ? I have much ; and anxi-

do T wish that my pen were adequate to the

bk. It appears to me unfair to draw conclusions

mn National Manners or Character from the as-

iunption that idl is perfection at home. Yet, I am
id, something of this nature pervades too many

our late productions on America. I bear no ma-

), nor do I entertain any desire to quiz ; but nei-

ler will I insult the Citizens of the States with ful-

ime adulation, nor with protestations of candour

id good will, which they have too much reason to

slate into jealousy and spleen

—

i( '.'imeo Danaos, et dona ferentes/'

Believing myself to have scanned them, upon

|ie whole, passably well, and having never got find

Jonathan save upon one occasion, I will hazard a

or two, and trust to his candour if I fail.

i
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In the very foremost rank of an American's pecu-

liarities stands his assertion of Independence. Sure

never did soldier strut in scarlet, or bedecked
witli

orders, half so jealous of his honour, as a citizen
oil

the States does at all times feel upon this tender

point ; and should it be occasionally pressed to an m
convenient excess, the stranger will do well to rememJ

ber that, historically speaking, their national existence

is but of yesterday, and that the Sons of Columbia ard

to be regarded somewhat in the light of young men

recently put in possession of unbounded wealthj

Near akin to, and the o£Pspring of this feeling, is

certain love of display too frequently met with, and

which undoubtedly tends to excite a portion of rij

dicule and disgust.

An American presumes the whole world to

equally versed in the affairs and occurrences of hij

country, as he is himself. Perambulating one daj

the deck of a steam-boat, a fellow-passenger inquired

of me, with an air of much anxiety, " What A
really thought, in the old country, of the death

their two Presidents ?'' The question was to me

poser, nor could I for my life guess what he was i

By a little civil evasion, however, I managed to es

tract the answer from himself, and in the Chapter!

Chances, the circumstance was certainly to be regid

tered as strange. The 4th of July, as we all knon

is the great anniversary of the Declaration of Indij

pendence in the States. Since that event occur

four Presidents have died, viz. Washington, Ad

Jefferson, and Monroe. Of these, the three
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^ve expired upon the 4th of July. But what my
Yankee friend especially alluded to, was the death

of Adams and of Jefferson. These statesmen had

^n long estranged from each other, and being now

It a very advanced age, mutual friends brought

{bout a reconciliation, that they might go down to

tbeir graves in peace. An arrangement was ac-

cordingly made for this Christian purpose, and a

leeting was fixed for the then ensuing 4th of July.

(Jpon that identical moi*ning, both of these indivi-

joals breathed their last.—But to return. Again

nd again did my ears ring with " We are the hap-

piest people in the world. Sir ;" and, although I felt

10 desire to gainsay or deny the fact, still the tone

lordered so closely upon self-adulation, that I must

icknowledge it did sometimes raise the old country

rniis bile.

With all this love of country, too, it appears

wmewhat anomalous, that wheresoever the bump of

\Semeness may be found, in vain will the disciples of

Spurzheim search for it upon the cranium of an Ame-
Irican. However valuable, however beautiful, may

h his estate, however endeared as the scene of

yonthful enjoyment, or of the more sober avocations

if raaturer years, let but a tempting offer present it*

ilf, and he yields it without a sigh. It is difficult

analyze this peculiarity. Perhaps it originates,

some measure, from the absence of those rights of

imogeniture, which bind us so forcibly to our pa-

acres. Probably, too, it is increased by that

irit of commercial enterprize, naturally engendered

t
•(

'
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:

by the perpetual influx of strangers, and the bound-

less tracts of fertile land which their continent afj

fords.

Next in order, I think, comes the catecheticalm
pensity, so grievously offensive to some British traJ

Tellers in the States ; and truly, if a stranger reckon^

upon escaping such an ordeal, he reckons without hii

host. Let us, however, coolly reflect upon the comi

parative seclusion in which so many inhabitants oj

America are compelled to live. Let us bear in

membrance, what a precious morcean a white man

proves upon the banks of the Niger,—aye, or ereii

real London master or miss, in remote comers oj

our own land,—and peradventure, if in tolerabl^

good humour, we may somewhat extenuate the of

fence, and lighten the penance, which a stranger ii

America must expect to undergo. For myself, I all

ways took it easy, and, in return, uniformly expe]

rienced the most hearty goodwill, in affording or ill

procuring me information of every kind.

In the heavp catalogue ofnational offences^ we hav^

ofttimes found recorded a protest against those magi

nificent names appended to plares of little note, anij

in fact to the crime of pedantry in general. Thij

charge, I am afraid, we must admit. Not that thj

world in general can be said to have a just right i

animadvert upon the nomenclature which a natioij

may see fit to adopt. But, really, it cannot but exl

cite a smile, when we meet with hamlets, insignifil

cant at present, and without any reasonable prospecl

of much extension, figuring under the imposing ap

gfijfJBt' 1l"' I .,'..'..L_a.'IL.^' t..'w ^'^.Viir^.^jit'^
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ellatives of Athens and of Rome, Paris and Vienna^

0nd and Lisbon, Cairo and Delhi, &c. &c. The

figaries of land-surveyors and of land speculators,

Lwhori these absurdities are ascribed, deserve se-

rious reprobation, and, in my humble opinion, are

fortby of legislative interference ; for what can any

Lao think of the good sense or good taste of a peo-

pie, who submit to have their letters addressed to

Uem at such post-towns as Brutus and Buckram,

Batterfly and Byron, Hector and Head of Cowneck,

08§ian and Oyster Ponds, with many such prepos-

teroas et ctBteras, And again, in casting our eye upon

die course of the interesting Susquehanaah, and

tracing its tributary rills, who will not revolt with

horror at finding it debased by the odious creek of

r<te Breeches pouring into the classic stream?

These are matters, however, of comparatively minor

importance, when we look to their literary trans-

gressions. That America can boast of pure and ele-

mnt writers, is sufficiently well known. But it is

lioless certain, that, from a sturdy contempt of words

Ipnreljr English, or from some other cause, pedantry

lin its worst form may be occasionally discovered.

iTake an example, which I should reckon a fair one,

tnd which came quite accidentally in my way. Mr
Schoolcraft, apparently a man of education and

iKience, attached to a Government Expedition,

phich visited the North-Western Territory in 1820,

kn pablished a very interesting account of the tour.

|In this work, at p. 277, may be read the details of a

p2
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Buffalo Hunt, in which the author sees fit to express

himself as follows :

—

" All who had guns adapted for the purpose, sal-

lied forth in separate parties upon the Prairie, while

those who felt less an^ibition to signalise themfjelves

or were more illy accoutred, remained upon an emi-

nence," &c.

Now, really, in whatever contempt Mr 8. may

please to hold our mutual mother tongue, we will ap-

peal to his candour and good taste, whether he ha^

not proved himself more illy accoutred, by the substi-

tute he has chosen, for what, as an Irishman might
i

say, would have been far better, had it been vm^.

The coinage of new words, and peculiar applica-

tion of old ones, has been the fruitful theme of mirth I

to John Bull. Of these, some are certainly odd

enough, but in most instances novelty of application

constitutes the only novelty that exists. Something

original does, however, occasionally meet your ear.

A word in one of Cooper s novels had struck myl

fancy, and &eemed to be one not very likely to oc-

cur. A few days, however, after reaching New|

York, a grave and sententious gentleman in the ho

tel was detailing to me the desolation of the cit

during the last visitation of yellow fever, and de

scribing the barricade which extended quite aero

the town, separating the living from the dead,

assure you, sir," he said, with a most portentous

pect, " it was monstrous pokerish.'' The livi

adaptation of a phrase, which I had never thought i

iiei
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being brought into use, had well nigh overset the

irravity which my narrator and his subject demanded.

Talk to an American, or rather recount something

to him, and he responds with many a nasal " Possi-

ife,"
^* I declare" or " TTuit's a fact;" all civil expres-

iions of assent or of interest felt in your communi-

lations; and what are such expressions but syno-

nyms of " Really,'' " *P(m my word,'' " You don't say

JO," &c. current among ourselves. A coachman in-

qaires, perhaps, if his passengers are all on board,

which sounds odd enough ; and if a steward or a ca-

-boy wishes to be very civil and smart, he assures

I

yoa that he is going right up or right off to do your

errand. Shops are termed Stores, and these ag^in

figure under the respective designations of John

Tomkins's Grocery, Bahery, Bindery, or even Wig-

my, as the case may be ; and why not ? Such ex-

pressions sufficiently serve their purpose, and I see

Ibo ground for being jocose upon the subject.

It is not unusual to find Americans indulging a

Irery flowery phraseology upon ordinary enough oc-

Icaslons. Some officers related to me the capture of

young American captain, last war. He had crossed

I ravine, in front of the British line, with sufficient

mtry, but without having been followed by his

oen, and there found himself solus with some rather

Dconvenient neighbours. A shot from one of our

kirmishers, quickly brought him, a wounded pri-

Dner, into the British Camp. Recounting his mis-

Etp, and inveighing against the defection of his men,
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he exclaimed, " When I found) sir, that I was all

alone, Omnipoimi Jupiter f how I did stroke it"

Take another example of metaphoric flight. Not

long since, a British officer, in Kingston, was pur-

chasing a horse from an American dealer. The va-

rious perfections having heen descanted upon in snch

terms as are commonly in use ;
** Now, sir," quoth

the Yankee, in language more replete with point

than with propriety, ** if you would have a horse to

sleep upon, don't buy him ; hut if you would have a

creature to carry you through h without singe-

ing the feather in your cap, there he stands."

And now, I believe it is time that I should advert

to those personal habits which have been so severely

and universally reprobated, nor is it possible to of-{

fer any sufficient apology for the freedoms too com-

monly usea. The liberal use of tobacco, arising from I

its native abundance, and its utility in a newly set-

tled country, 'with the originally rough and unpo-

lished character of American society, are causes I

which have evidently engendered the practices which

we decry. Sometimes I could imagine that thel

same jealousy of foreign interference which is felt inl

more important affairs, was not altogether withou^

its influence here. Many of the older citizens lire

in the most profound ignorance of any impropriet

in the act. I was told of a certain old Dutch

vernor, who happened to visit a fine lady, with

very fine drawing-room, and who found, for reasoD

unknown to him, an elegant japanned box pla
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^lAe his chair. Seated in form, the quid h^gtm to

roll, and the lady to tremble for her BruegoU. The

treat man looked askance at the little box, and then

grarely discharged his shower on the other side.

Nothing dismayed, the dame preserved her temper,

and, by an adroit pedestrian movement, transferred

the article to what seemed to be the favourite side.

Anon the mouth of the Dutchman filled : again he

looked, and perceiving the change, so ingeniously

effected, with the most perfect simplicity, exclaimed,

*< Really, madam, if you don't put away that prevty

box, I guess ril spit in it."

I think the Americans will gradually, perhaps ra-

pidly, abandon these habits, but certainly the acri-

monious remarks of foreigners will not accelerate the

day* In many respects, they are scrupulously clean-

ly and particular. When travelling, I often re-

marked the unvarying practice of the most ordinary

persons, in their daily changes of linen, &c, ; while

in the humble mansions, you are sure to find the ta-

ble linen, &c. tidy and clean. Salt-spoons were fre-

quently awanting on the road, and the substitution

of knives was adopted ; but in the utmost hurry and

scramble of a numerous party, I saw no man ever

help himself to butter, except with the knife spe-

cially allotted for the purpose. These are trifling

matters, but still they bear upon the question, and

still I would urge the necessity of remembering,

that what is new may yet be neither inconvenient nor

wrong, where custom has sanctioned its adoption.

John Bull, seated, perhaps for the first time in his

jl
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life upon a hard-bottomod Windfiior chair, and at g

breakfast table with fifty or a hundred total strangers

is somewhat put about. The clatter, and marvellous

celerity of mastication,pre% considerably annoy hini;

while, in lieu of smart waiters, a set of grinning

Negroes, in snow-white garments, minister to his

wants. He looks round for an egg-cup, and lo! a

wine-glass, like a half-pint, is presented to him. In

this he vainly essays to poise his e^^, until, casting

his eye across the table, he perceives that his neigh-

bour has already disposed of a couple, by turning the

contents into the glass, and the shells into the slop.

basin. Getting over the ail^'air of the ef^^^ he puts

in his claim to a beefsteak, or rather to a portion,

that article commonly rivalling, in regard to size,

the top of a lady's work table, and has just, much to

his satisfaction, commenced his attack, when again he

is arrested by an offer of some sddcet and a kind

Yankee proffers him, at the same time, a plate of

very questionable looking stuff, which, should his

complacency or curiosity induce him to accept,

proves—Oh I ye shades of Apioius and of Kitche*

ner I positively to be apples inpreserve. These mat-

ters are no doubt, annoying ; but yet we ought not

to be over hasty in our criticisms, nor pronounce dog-

!

matioally upon the comforts of foreigners, until we
j

have looked more soberly at home.

Domestic attendantSi those fruitful agents of com-

fort or of torment, form by no means the most!

agreeable ingredients of an American household.

It cannot be expected, in a land where so many
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openingfs present themselves for secaring an inde-

pendence, that those ties can exist, which, in Bntain,

carry domestics through years of service, and almost

identify them with the family itself. Such things

are not to be looked for in the States for generations

to come. But I do not believe that matters are in

reality nearly so bad as have been represented.

Many respectable friends assured me, and my per-

Mnal observation concurred, that the difficulties of

procuring and of managing domestics have been

greatly exaggerated. You must lay your account

with frequent changes, which are certainly unplea-

jiant, but still the supply is found, and by a proper

admixture of firmness and of kindness, due obedience

and respect will generally be secured. In the newly

settled regions of the West, the difficulty is necessa-

rily enhanced and the discomfort augmented ; but this

ig just one of the desagrem4ns which an Ohio or

Michigan settler must take into account. Where
they fail to do so, disappointment and annoyance

must follow. In the families of the rich you en-

counter no parti-coloured fops, with loads of lace

and livery buttons ; but you meet with genteel, obli-

ging, and respectable attendants, frequently from the

continent of Europe ; and in ordinary families or

public hotels, &c. men of colour, s. e. Blacks, are the

usual helps. From none did I ever receive an un-

civil word or meet with a sulky look. I was civil

to them, and they were at all times civil and ser-

|viceable to me. But we are told no man dares to

one of his attendants servant Perhaps such a

H

1

I
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(i

term might give offence : I know not. But let na

think for a moment how rarely have we occasion,

at home, to call on Jack or Tom, by such a designa-

tion. The insidious and unreasonable prejudice

which too generally prevails in America against un-

happy >Fegroes, and a dread upon the part of those

who ire free, of being classed with their less fortu-

nate brethren, contributes greatly to a dislike of the

term servant in the States, which is there considered

as nearly synonymous with slave*

It has surprized me a good deal in some recent pub-

:

lications, to observe an insinuation brought against

the Americans, of rude indifference towards tiie

softer sex. So totally different was my impression,

that over and over again in my note-book, I find a I

reflexion recorded, that America is the very Para-

dise for ladies, and that both in public and in private]

they seem to be treated as a sort of pets. The sole

control of the household appeared to be given op

to them^ but severe and laborious duties were neverl

exacted. In public conveyances the most scrupulousl

deference was at all times paid to the female traveller,

and in an especial degree if she chanced to be withod

a male companion or friend. In a late clever puU

lication, we have had a picture given us of an Amej

rican ball-room, where the ladies were left to flip

their fans, while the gentlemen retired to a comfor

able supper. I am bound to believe the fact, but 1

totally deny the general iriference, that Americi

beaux are so shamefully insensible to the comfort i

their belles. In the case in question I am almoil
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sure tliat some particular cause must have occasioned

the arrangement, seeing that it is at total variance

with the tenderness and respect bestowed by Ame-

ricans on their countrywomen. That Mrs Trollope

may have personally met with indifference and dis-

respect, I make little doubt. The tone of her work

is that of disappointment and chagrin.. Whether

this may have proceeded from the failure of certain

speculations in Cincinnati, or from the coolness which

respectable female society in the States would most

properly display towards the chum of an infidel and li-

bertine Fanny Wright, are points of little moment,

save to the lady herself. But all who delight in

candour and honesty must reprobate works, however

smartly written, where sweeping inferences are

drawn from isolated facts, and a prominence given

in the foreground to features which, with any due

regard to truth, could only have been delineated as

existing in the most shadowy distance of the land-

scape. I am strongly inclined to suspect that Mrs

Trollope has either never mixed in good society in

[the States, or that she wilfully misrepresents it.

Neither can I altogether pass over her Pencil Illus-

Itrations of American manners. In common with

|inost of her readers, I smiled over them, good easy

nan, under the simple belief, that she presented us

|with the fruit of her own observation and adven-

But how was the spell broken, and how didares.

Ihey dwindle in interest, when a hint reached me
ihat these living pictures of offending Yankees posi-

lively owed their existence to the labours of an ac-

i

jti
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complished fellow-passenger in the packet on her

homeward voyage. My conviction remains unshaken

that the Annericans value and delight in female so-

ciety ; and it is to the gentle and winning influence

of juch agents, that I fondly look for an early aban-

donment of habits, which truth and good-breeding

must decidedly condemn.

The state of religion in a nation is always deeply

interesting, and some peculiar features distinguish

in this respect the United States. Here a church

establishment has no existence. Each congregation,

and of whatever sect, is strictly independent. It

would ill become me, with the limited means of

knowledge which I possess, to offer an op'nion up.

on so grave a subject. Strong arguments may be

adduced in support of an established church, and

perhaps no less forcible reasons adduced to condemn

it. The remark of a citizen of New York regard-

ing this point, seemed to me to be reasonable and I

just. " It is one thing," says he, " Sir, to start, oi

inif'o, as we have done, without an established

church, and another, and very different one, to pull

down a venerable fabric, which has existed for agf%

and has become incorporated with the constitution!

itself." Wild and extravagant fanatics havo too tVe-i

quenily brought disgrace upon religion in the States,!

and Unitarianijm has in many places made fearful^

strides. Still the conclusion to which I have corae

is favourable to the growth of pure and vital Clirisj

tianity in the populous and civilized portion of tlia

Union. It is a point, however, which I would toiicN
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with diffidence, knowing tlie incompetency of a bird

of passage like myself to enlarge upon such a sub-

ject. I heard several orthodox and earnest preachers,

I observed, in public and in private, a decent obser-

vance of the Sabbath. The official papers of govern-

ment uniformly recognise the superintending care of

a beneficent God. No shops were to be seen open

on the day of sacred rest, still less were theatres or

places of amusement. Public travelling was not in

feneral use, and the transmission of the mail on that

day had been debated in the preceding session of

Congress, where the question was lost, chiefly on

j

tlie ground, that the Constitution forbade any inter-

jference by government Mith matters of conscience.

j

There can be no doubt, however, that Sabbath pro-

fanation is practised in some quarters to a fearful

extent. As regards the fruits of religkon, there can

le little question, that, taking them as SLpeople, the

fiiizens of America are virtuous and exemplary.

IConJugiil infidelity is extremely rare, and in more

Itlian one of the States, is visited by fine and impri-

Ijonment. In th^^ large cities, at least of the Middle

and Northern States, vice does not stalk abroad in

pt disgusting form, which may be said to deprive

es|tectable females in Europe of the free enjoyment

^f (lur puUic spectacles and walks. Neither did I

pene one solitary instance of filthy ribaldry on

loors or walls, which so generally presents itself

mong wurselves. A great deal has been said re-

rdiiig tlie abuse of ardent spirits, and the terms

tin Sling, Mint Julops, AntifoffmaticSy &c. have be-
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come identified with America itself. Now, Mm^^
the change has heen brought about by Tf^myprmrM,

Societies, or by other agents, I know not ; W I ^w)

bound to believe, that an alteration in the n»JUm^

propensity has been in some way effe<^4, W««i« /

have to record, that, in travelling thrfrtiffh mmiy m.
tions of the land, living much in public, St4i. t^ j^^

encounter one individual in a state of intoxici^/t^

and but one in a state of troublesome «/< tt^MMir

Nay, I must say more. Brandy, gin, Stk. whth day

after day placed upon our board, ad lif/t/um, and

formed an item included in what each man had at
I

any rate to pay for his repast. Spirits, even in I

these circumstances, were rarely in r.se, and never]

to a greater extent than what was prudent in quali-

fying the water which was used. The stage-coach-

men receive no gratuity from passengers, and as]

I frequently bothered them with questions, the

only remuneration which I could tender was an in-

vitation to take a glass of grog at the bar. Upon

such occasions, no measure was in use. A decanter

of spirits was put into the coachee*s hand, to please

his palate, and never did I catch one putting in mor

Santa Cruz than would have filled a very moderate

wine-glass, evincing a degree of self-restraint, whicli

I suspect few of the same class in Britain wouI(|

have displayed.

The subject of crime in general, and the peculia

rities of the Amv^rican Penal Code, have been fn

quently discussed. It would be presumptuous in

to liasard remarks upon so weighty a subject. Ca

mk
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Mtai punishments rarely take place, though such are

|)y no means unknown. The e£Pect created is cor-

responding to the rarity of the event. Two indivi-

(loft)i> a White and a Negro, suffered for piracy and

ODrder, during my visit to the States, and their story

ns the universal topic for some we^ks. Of these,

1

4^ irhite was a character of peculiar atrocity, and

^med as if he had been born a child of blood. I

i

received the following account from a gentleman who

I

had his information direct from the Rev. Mr Jones,

of Rhode Island. When Gibbs lay under sentence

I

of death, Mr J. was surprised by receiving an earnest

request to visit him at New York. Although quite

it a loss to understand why he should have been

called upon, he hesitated not to take the jour-

ney. When left alone with the prisoner, anxious

inquiries were made regarding the welfare of three

most respectable ladies in Newport, well known to

Hr J. and certain circumstances disclosed which sa-

Itisfied him at once, that the wretched criminal was

It favourite and only brother of these ladies, and for

iThom the family had gone into mourning about

Itwelve years preceding. At that time a letter

[reached Newport, purporting to be from a shipmate,

nd stating the sudden death of their brother, by

ever, in the West Indies. This letter Gibbs had

liimself fabricated, when he changed his name and

lopted a lawless life, that all trace of his career

night cease, and which henceforth became an end-

88 scene of pillage and of blood. The fearful rule

|y which he acted was, that dead men tell no tales

;
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i

and after his confessions were carefully scrutinized

and compared with mercantile records, there seems

no reason to doubt, that orty vessels had fallen in-

to his hands, and that of liipse twenty were scuttled

and every human being, passengers and crew, mur-

dered in cold blood.

But to return.

A spirit of kindliness and of mutual accommoda-
{

tion may be said to prevail, in my opinion, very

nerally among the citizens, and opportunities of re-

1

marking such, it will be allowed, frequently occur to

the traveller. The Americans delight in locomo-

tion, and are perhaps on that account more than

usually cheery upon the road. But good-humour,

and an inclination to laugh away all difficulties and

annoyances, were certainly characteristic features;!

and in regard to an obliging disposition, I need onlvl

refer to what occurred to myself at Queenston and|

at Blackrock. In the latter case, it would be pre-

posterous to suppose, that the whole charity of the

country had been concentrated in the good fellonj

who helped me in my dilemma; and where or whenj

1 would ask, would a traveller in Britain have \m

with a total stranger, equally independent as himj

self, to volunteer the transport of a huge portmanj

teau for a considerable distance, out of pure compasj

sion, and look for no recompense save his gratefu|

thanks ?

As respects public affairs, I have certainly n^

thoughts of entering upon comparisons between thj

American and British constitutions ; and the citizeiij
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(fboth will do well to be moderate in their mutual

pnises or abuse. Tho great outline is in many re-

jpects alike,—the ditferrnce will be chiefly found in

tiie
machinery which works them. If we look to

the President, the Senate, and House of Congress,

in the one, we ^r>; immediately reminded of the

King, the House of Lords, and the House of Com-

Dons, in the other. No doubt the real circumstances

ofeacl. materially di£Fer, but still the similitude pre-

nils. Both nations are free from the curse of des-

potism. Beth enjoy the trial by jury. When the

American is taunted with the toleration of slavery

in his boasted land of freedom, aye at the very gates

of his Hall of Congress, whose walls may be rever-

lierating at once to the clang of chains, and to elo-

Laent addresses upon the heaven-born freedom of

pan, let the Briton coolly and dispassionately re-

lect, how difficult it is, u n abstract principle, to

[defend the necessity of placing upon the Throne, an

lindividual, (we may suppose,) weak and wicked to

Itxcess, solely because he has been bom in the royal

[line. Our system of impressment too, however

Iseedful, as naval commanders state, appears to the

lAmerican to be nothing short of brutal outrage. It

1 a painful subject, and I have frequently been hurt

the unfeeling levity with which it is sometimes

eated. It is but lately that J observed in the pages

a gallant Captain, who devotes his leisure hours

spinning yarns for the public, a right merry tale

ompounded of the living agony of some unhappy

idsmcn, who had never until that voyage been at

Q
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sea, and whom he aided in seizing from a merchant

vessel o£F New York, to which they were bound.

Two of the number were honest Yorkshire farmers

one an unhappy schoolmaster frcm the land of cakes

and the others, kind-hearted Irishmen, thus com-

pelled to desert their wives and families, on the eve

of landing, helpless strangers, on a foreign strand.

The American plumes himself upon the equality I

maintained in his beloved land, and the absence od

those aristocratic distinctions, of which we are prone

to boast. True it is, that, in reference to state af.j

fairs, all citizens are equal ; but should any one inferl

from this, that there was no virtual gradation otj

rank, he would be grievously in error. Stars and

ribbons, shields and escutcheons, are indeed a-wantJ

ing; but the family of Exclusives will be quite asl

easily recognised in Philadelphia or in New York,]

as in the sacred precincts of St James's. And if ya

pry into the political circle, should a British Cabinet

be sometimes upset, by what we are accustomed tc

call " Back Stairs influence,'' there is a certain j»i/

in the States known by the name of " Cacus" wh

occasionally plays strange pranks, and brings aboulj

strange things, by means which the uninitiated in

vain labour to explain. Wealth, and what we niaj

term circumstantial influence, have already made pro

gress, and will continue to grow with the populatioij

and prosperity of the land. I would offer no insulj

to the American artizan ; but human nature is
^''^Wmphical

in every clime, and here as elsewhere, the manufa«L , f

\ 1 1- J J r Jm "®®" sej
turer who may employ some hundreds ot

^^jpeculatio f



VOTE BY lALLOT. 243

pgid, well used and happy men, must inevitably ac<

qaire a morcU tie over their affections and esteem,

which, in all public questions, will most naturally and

fitly lead them to consult his wishes and his views.

This remark applies of course, to the ordinary cur->

rent of affairs. Independent men, and there are

none more independent than American artizans,

fill submit to no outrage upon public feeling or

public weal.

A good deal has been said in England upon the

idoption of the ballot, as a mean of securing personal

freedom to electors. In my opinion it is mere hum-

bag, and from what I could learn, has prove 1 in tlie

States an absolute failure, as regards secrecy or con*

cealment. Public feeling at all times, and as regards

ill things, in a land of freedom, must ever prove the

best and the surest check. And I would ask, where is

the landlord, or the master manufacturer in Britain,

who would dare to tyrannize or wantonly abuse tlio

power he may possess ? Public indignation would

speedily hold him up to ridicule and contempt.

The political condition of the United States be<

comes every day a subject of deeper interest to

themselves and to the world. A breaking up of the

Union has been broached, as an event approaching

;

and no doubt the interests of the Southern States,

may, in some respects, be considered in collision

with the rest. Some have even laid it down in geo-

{graphical arrangement, and the Alleghany mountains

ibave been selected as a line of demarcation. Such

speculations, however, must be considered crude

q2
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and premature. Should tnicfa an event indeed take

place at a future day, I trust it will be broneht

about in a sincere spirit of mutual conceMsion, freed

from all angry and yindictive feelings ; and aboyeall,

with an earnest and honest desire to perpetuate and

invigorate those political institutions which have fos*

tered and promoted in so remarkable a manner tbeir

prosperity as a nation. Come when it may, slavery

must form a potent ingredient in the question ; and

all must admit that it is surrounded with many diffi-

culties. There exists in America an abhorrence of
I

Negro blood, sufficiently glaring even to the passing

stranger ; and lamentably inconsistent with those

sounds of freedom and independence echoed on

every side. I myself heard a stage-coach propri^

tor formally apologize to his passengers, for

permitted a place to be secured for a poor Negro

g^rl, who heard all he said, and shrunk abashed from

the disgust so evidently shewn upon her entrance.!

I presumed her to be free, as her appearance was

highly respectable in regard to dress and demeanourJ

and I in vain endeavoured to shew her some civility.

My fellow-travellers stared at me in dismay, and thi

poor girl was herself so nervously distressed, that

was glad to leave her undisturbed. Mr B-
American barrister, stated, that last year, in the prii

cipal boarding-house of Mobile, in Alabama, whili

his own sister was an inmate, a gentleman of wealtl

and of most agreeable manners happened to arrir(

and was made welcome by all. In a few days a dii

covery was by some chance made, that he
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^h of Negro blood in his veins, though quite im-

perceptible in his looks, and for that reason alone, it

wte rudely insisted upon that the landlord should

gire him notice to remove. These are, indeed, foul

Uotches, and, in one torm or another, the day of re-

tribution will arrive.

The Americans are a busy and an enterprising

people ; and whether in conducting public works, or

in transacting their own private affairs, it is asto-

lishing to obs^^rve their industry and zeal. In diplo-

lacy they must be acknowledged to exceL We do

I

lot, it is true, find splendid hotels, nor extraviigant

Ntablishments, the refuge of some needy Peer, or

embarrassed Commoner ; but while John Bull pays

for such things, a humble individual with a very

Doderate allowance, is dispatched from Washington^

ind quickly obtains redress of grievances from th«

pudest potentate or the deepest Machiavel in Eu-

rope. In regard to the salaries of their publie offi-

cers, it has been thought, and probably with justice,

that in America they are too low. In relation to

Britain, I believe we may fairly state the amount vo

be in dollars which with us is paid in pounds.

Very unfair descriptions have been given of public

[life and ofpublicmen in the States. Locality makes, in

l^neral, the difference between falsehood and truth.

iTake the statesmen of Washington, and you will find

Ithem to differ in but a trifling degree from what is cur«.

Irent in Downing Street or Whitehall. Go into tb«

Iradeand newly settled regions ofthe west, and no doubt

liTery different scene awaits us. But can it be call-
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ed honourable or just to confound the two? A
j^entleman told me, that happening to enter the

House of Assembly at Columbus, he found the Le-

gislators warmly engaged in debate upon the mo*

mentous question, ** Whether they should sit in

council with hats off' or hats on? It was finally car>

ried that each should do as to himself seemed best.

At India-nopolis, the same gentleman found three

Members in the House quietly seated without coats

or vest, and attired in red worsted shirts. Coald

any honest man, however, reconcile it to his conscience

to quote such occun*ences, as fair samples of public

men and of Legislative Assemblies in the States?

Assuredly he could not. Time will rapidly alter the

complexion of a£Pairs in these infant States, and re-

finement will speedily follow. I am not sure, whe-

ther in some cases, a love of popularity may not

give rise to habits rather uncouth and rude. Gene-

ral Porter, who had filled the office of Secretary of

War, resides at Buffalo. A gentleman told me

that he was introduced, by a mutual friend, to the

Ex-secretary, whom they met, in a waggoner's

frock, actually driving his own team to the mill.

This was republican simplicity indeed : and sup-

posing it to be sincere, must be allowed to rival

Cincinnatus himself.

r.- It is a matter of regret that we should find, in

some rather influential quarters, a disposition to

sneer at the United States, and to foster a spirit of

rancour between two great nations, who are bound

by every tie to support and to cherish one another.

feWW]«iilifr'''-''^tft'.
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Without Stopping* to analyze Tariffs, or to cavil

about boundary lines, which are of little actual

worth, we may venture to assert, that, should Chris-

tianity and civil liberty be abandoned by the re^t of

the world, there is reason to believe that the United

States and Great Britain will be ready to perish in

their support. . •

A certain periodical, pretty well known for its

high Tc^ry principles, has seen fit to draw some ex-

traordinary, and, I conceive, unsound inferences re-

ipirding the expenditure of the United States, which

deserve exposition from an abler pen than mine. *

I would pass over in contempt the sneering tone

ill which is noticed the annual allowance made to the

Chief Magistrate of the nation ; but when the writer

insists upon adding to the budget, what he calls,

« a very heavy class of disbursements, under the

control of the separate state governments, and ge-

nerally kppt out of view," I would presume to

inquire, whether in drawing up a schedule of the

expenditure of the British empire, he is disposed to

add a few such items, as our paupers, our jails, our

bridewells, our roads, canals, harbours, &c &c.,

being inclined to suspect that some such classification

will be found requisite, ere a fair parallel can be

drawn between the expenditure of the two nations.

Again we find ^his Anti-Columbian assuming

that the civil expenditure of the United States must

increase pro rato with the population,—an assump-

• See Quarterly Review, January 1832.
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tion which amounts to this, that, because my nei^.

boor chooses to lavish ten thousand pounds a-year

in supporting a family of twenty persons, ergo and

ex necessitate, I am precluded from maintaining my

household (alike in number) upon the tithe of that

sum. Or that because America, yet in childhood^

conducted her a£Pairs with tolerable wisdom and

prudence, wa have only to await a period of maturer

age, when we shall infallibly find her playing the

fool. I shall not enter upon the Ejcclesiastical or

Legal Departments, as it would be tedious to discnsg

here the statements upon the branches exhibited in

the Quarterly, but will merely notice one essential

feature, which has been omitted, viz. that, while the

judges hare certain fixed salaries, the expense of law

courts is mainly borne by those only who indulge in

litigation, or enjoy its protection, and that the al-

lowance to the clergy bears a relation to the work

doii&, so widely different from what our establish*

ment in England displays, that the whole aspect of

the question is changed, and in fact had far better

nei^er have been mooted by a true friend of our

church, except with a view to wholesome and time-

ous amendment.

When upon the subject of this review, I will take

leave to tender a word of advice to Captain Basil

HaU regarding his statistics. In his North Ame-

rican travels, he states that each citizen of Pennsyl-

vania is assessed in the sum of eiffht shiUings and a

penny Sterlingforpublic taxes orgovernment expenses.

Bf-'iT*^ '
** !**

.
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.How this he has done in pesrimajide, after haying

^n put in poBsession of the true amount) which

does not exceed one shilling and twopence. This

ittiement, I am aware, xequires explanation, and I

ikall readily afford mine, leaving it to the Captain,

ikoold he hear of the chaige, to gratify the puhlic

with his. When preparing his work, Captain H—

—

ipplied to a most intelligent and upright individual

in the States to procure for him an account of the

nms levied and expended hy different States, with

view of contrasting America and Britain in re^

Iprd to the hurdeus laid upon the inhabitants of

each. In the communication made, as regards Penn-

lylvania, where, ex faciCf a very large expenditure

ippeared; a specirl memento was given to Captain

H^ reminding him, that the main portion of this out-

liy was a temporary one, upon canals and railroads,

then constructing to the extent of 800 miles, and in

which 4000 men were employed. These works, it

was sufficiently clear, would not only prove of the

patest indirect benefit, but must undoubtedly yield

li handsome direct revenue to the State. With aU

Ithis before him. Captain H. was very reasonably ex-

Ipected to mention the fact. He has not ichought fit

[to do so, but throws the whole together without one

rord of explanation, and deduces the above sum of

Id. as the yearly exaction from each citizen of

Pennsylvania towards the public expense.

Can it be a matter of surprize that conduct such

this should meet with reprobation and contempt,

rhere the inaccuracy and unfairness are in every

i

lit
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man's power to detect. I am quite prepared to

enter more minutely into this matter, should there

be need. By withholding the necessary explanation
j

accompanying such an important docunient, anj

author may be fairly said to forfeit public confi-

dence and trust ; and I shall only add, that it will

afford me most sincere pleasure to offer Captain

Hall an apology, upon receiving satisfactory evi-

dence that I havo been led into error or mistake.
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CHAPTER XX.

Embark in the Oeorge Canning fcr England— Account of

Great Sea Serpent confinned—Arrive at liiverpool.

Upon Wednesday, June 8th, a delightful morn-

jin^, I embarked with my fellow-passengers, eight in

iDinber, on board of a steamer, by which we were

(onreyed down the bay to the George Canning, and

uwe had no female passengers, I got myself, by the

kind suggestion of Captain Alleyn, comfortably

itowed away in a lady's berth. The weather was

pleasant, but rather calm for making way. On the

lOtb we had made little more than fifty miles from

land. The Francis of Greenock sailed along with

m from New York. We soon parted company,

ind saw no more of her till I found her, on my ar-

rival from Liverpool, safe in the Clyde, where she

jliadjust come to anchor.

Our party consisted of mercantile gentlemen,

liefly English, from South America, and sad was

I

the picture they drew of those unhappy provinces.

Bolivar, to me a hero of romance, I found, by their

imqaestionable testimony, convicted of public and of

Iprivate vices, which rendered his memory odious and

Religion is there a mere conformity to supersti-

Itious rites, and even then is generally confined to the

4
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females and to the people of colour. The fountain of

justice is utterly corrupted, and judgments are novo-

riously sold to the highest bidder. Liberty has no

other meaning save a licence to do as every man

may list. The soldier understands it to mean a re-

lease from civil controul ; the people, an exemption

from any impost or taxes ; the priest, an absence ol'

all check upon the power of the Church. A bitter

Mimity exists between the remnant of the native

Americans and the Negro race, which alone pre-

vents the latter from ridding themselves by violence

of their chains. Altogether, it was a sickening ac-

count of a country, blessed as they all agreed it wag,

with a climate and a soil of the choicest description.

Wednesdayi \bth.—We have been a week at 8ea,

and our party proves to be remarkably pleasant.

None have been unwell, and the good cheer is in

constant requisition.

" We eat, and drink, and sleep. What then ?

We drink, and eat, and sleep again.'*

I think there is a strong tendency on board of

ship to dream : probably the full living, the want of

ordinary exercise, and the motion of the vessel, may

all contribute.

The George Canning is a delightful vessel, and

comfortably appointed in all respects. Captain Al'

leyn is most polite and attentive to his guests, and

has every thing well regulated and in good order.

Saturday 18<A.—We crossed part of the Great

Bank to-day, and the -veather is foggy and cold.|

The thermometer is 50** bolow what we left it at
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New York. It was then 92°, and to-day 42°. When
ipon the Banks there is a diiFerence of 1 5° or 20*

below the temperature when ont of soundings. We
bire had it so low as 40°, and Captain Alleyn sus-

pects the vicinity of i^e-hergs. When the water in-

diestes a temperature below 40*, it becomes neces-

vy to look out sharply for ice.

Friday, 24th.—We have now a fine south-west

find, and our ship is cutting her way in gnllani

ityle. 243 miles, by the log, in the last twenty-

jbor hours. Myriads of mulluscee are passing us

every moment, and we have been never weary in

idmiring the shoals of small porpoises, contending,

tf it were, in speed with the vessel. They shoot,

fike racers, from stem to stem, and then renew their

course over and over again ; the prismatic colours on

their sides glistening in endless variety and beauty.

Who can tell the wonders of the mighty deep ?

Of these, one had always impressed my mind as a

fiction. When asking Captain Alleyn, in a jocular

nanner, one day, if he had ever met with any man,

fho pretended to have seen the Sea-Serpent, how

reat was my surprise to have his serious reply,

Why, sir, I have seen it myself, and all my crew."

He then stated, that, in January 1820, he was re-

[taming from Batavia, and was running, with a light

liir, along the shore of Long Island, when he saw,

in broad day, an object on the surface of the sea,

abont a mile from the ship, which at first he sup-

posed to be a whale. On taking the glass, however,

^ at once discovered it to be totidly difPerent. The

'

^Viri^^A'AfJ^^'^-'^'^^ '

'^^-'•^^----'
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head lay flat, with a snout, rather under the surface

of the water; the back was arched, and the knobi of

the vertebrse quite distinct, the tail was long and ta>

pering ; the end about three feet broad ; and the po*

sition horizontal. It attracted at once the notice of

every man as he came on deck ; and Captain Alleyn
|

as well as his crew, had all been accustomed to lauirhl

at the story of the serpent. For a full half honrl

they contemplated the monster ; and, computing itgl

length from the land beyond it, all agreed that it

could not be less than the length of the vessel, whici

was 100 feet. As they neared it, the animal got

into motion, first towards the shore, and then, ma^

king an immense sweep, and leaving a wake, as Cap.

tain Alleyn said, like a frigate, it disappeared, leavi

ing the water in a state of commotion.

I find also that the serpent was seen by the packet

ship Silas Richards, about five years ago, off Nan-

tucket ; and IVIr Orr, one of our passengers, inform^

ed me, that an acq^iaintance of his was on board,

man who was partAcvlarly increchdous of vxmietA

but who readily concurred in the certificate signed

upon the subject. Our frequent calms led us to con-j

verse upon the application of steam to the Atlantic]

Captain Alleyn does not consider it likely to succeed]

It is in a dead calm alone that they would be effec'j

tive, as they could not stem the Atlantic to mucli

purpose (in his opinion) against a head windj

The paddlos, and machinery, and fuel, would

cupy so much of the mercantile stowage, that the

freight would depend too exclusively upon passen^
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mh, who, again, would be shy of committing them-

^res for such a voya{;^ a to the hazards of steam and

L fire. It has been ascertained, however, that a

Leam-vessel may navigate the Atlantic. The late

kmperor Alexander having proclaimed a munificent

itcompense to the first that should reach St Peters-

Ligb, the citizens of Savannah, N. America, ap-

peared to claim the reward. From some unexplained

iwson, however, it was not paid, and the steamer

I

returned in safety to her native shores.

Fridayt Jtdy \st—This is our twenty-third day,

Ud at 12 noon we descried the Irish coast. Captain

Luieyn ran from Sandy Hook to Cape Clear, in

April 1830, in thirteen days. The New York made

tke whole passage to Liverpool in fifteen days and

\it hours. Upon an average of several years, it has

keen ascertained, pretty correctly, that the passage

from Liverpool may be taken at thirty-five days,

ind from New York at twenty-three and some hours.

h^e did not come to anchor in the Mersey until the

Doming of the 4th, being twenty-six days of as

pleasant navigation as any man could have desired.

It may be presumed that I made but a short sojourn

in Liverpool. I sailed in the steamer for Glasgow

on the same evening, and reached home upon the

pth, in safety and comfort. Perhaps it may be use-

liiil to mention that my whole actual outlay was

If 145, of which about £10 were expended upon

hooks and apparel

f

I have only to add a sentence of regret upon the
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fate of the poor George Caitning. On the iecon(

trip after the one which hronght me home, thii

iplendid Tessel was totally wrecked upon the Aroc

rican coast. The accident arose from fog ; an^

Captain Alleyn was in the act of wearing the gkii

when she struck. Snre I am that hin anxiety aii(

distress must have heen g^eat, hut it would be nc

small consolation to him, that there was no log

life, and that his passengers, with their luggage,!

were landed in safety.

I <
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PART II.

aring now brought to a conclusion my Notes, or

Journal, I will submit a Statistical Communication,

iddrcssed to the Directors of the Highland Society,

ioon after my return to Scotland, in the hope that,

IS it is rather more special and minute, it may

prove, perhaps, of some small use and advantage to

intending emigrarits.]

reference to a resolution of the Directors, which

ley did me the honour of transmitting, through

eir Secretary, upon the eve of my departure for

Derica, I felt it my duty to furnish the following

ement reg^ding the provinces of Upper and

jiwer Canada, with such portions of the United

as came under my personal observation, or

rding which I acquired information from au-

ntie sources during my excursion.

R
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IVithout reference to the precise route wliich 1 fol-

lowed, my observations wore directed,

Ist, To Lower Canada

;

2d, To Upper Canada

;

Sd, To the United States.

In treating of these, my leading object has been

to ascertain their respective advantages or disadvan.

tages to emigrants from Britain.

-;!';l.,-^Vti?A;i..&!X
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CHAPTER I,
•.•'

J. iS

IjOWEH Cakada—» Climate—Soil—Agriculture—Market8~»

Ufpeh Canada—I^umber.trade—Bay of Quinte—Value

of Land—York^-Canada Company,

Lowe Canada lies between 45'' and 52° N. Lat,,

ode*^ and 82° W. Long.

To those ignorant of the geographical position,

there is something in the term Lower strongly ii>di-,

ative of a superiority in climate, which is by no

neaBS borne out by actual circumstances. Winter,

1 the Lower Province, wears a more severe and

ptracted form than it does on the great table-land

ibove. Many decisive facts in confirnuition of this

night be adduced. I shall only mention, that wheat

cannot here withstand the severity of winter, re-

fniring to be sown in spring, and occasioning there-

by both loss and inconvenience to the farmer in wet

ind late seasons; while quails, or Virginian par-

tridges, it may be observed, which abound in the

Upper, are totally unknown in the Lower Province^

The soil is generally a fertile clay, which hasi*

jitrdly been yet brought, in any instance, to the test

|if what it may produce. It is generally occupied in

possessions, which continue, with the exception

tiftrrturt:'!-.
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of some large geigpiories and church-lands, to fritter

more and more away, from the absence of a check

in the law of primogeniture, and a want of enter-

prize in the people, which might lead them to coun-

teract this effect, by entering on new land. The

population is chiefly French, and the religion Roman
Catholic. The habitans are industrious, frugal, and

contented ; but their condition, to say the least is

almost stationary, and the habits or practices of their

fathers are far too scrupulously revered. In person

they are rather good-looking, especially the men;

and to view tli^em, clothed in their homespun dmtt-

get frocks, with a physiognomy of absolute content,

peering from under the large hood so well fitted for

a Canadian winter, is to obtain an v^ssurance of un-

questionable happiness and comfort. The numerous

orchards and abundance of fruit, evince what steady

and strong heat will produce, even with a winter of
|

the most intense cold ; and while this supply contri-

butes in a considerable measure to the wealth of the

people, it adds in no small degree, with the aid of
{

the sugar maple, to the enjoyments of a board in all

respects plenteously furnished. The fine island of{

Montreal is covered with orchards, and in every quar-

ter they present themselves in rich luxuriance.

Notwithstanding, however, of these, and the many!

advantages which approximation to the sea-coast

holds out, I should certainly not consider Lower

Canada likely to realize the hopes of British settlers. I

A certiun degree of political or national jealousy on
|

the part of the French population, which re^

-^"fi-i""'-^
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fith suspicion and distrust the increiiise of British

eoiigrantS) cannot fail to harass and annoy.

To many, the difference of religion, and scarcity

of Protestant churches, will prove a drawback. To

Buiny more the preponderance of the French laii-

fliage, laws, and manners, will create a serious ob-

stacle. Nor am I aware of any existing circum-

mceSf in the Lower Province, which can be said

to counterbalance these objections.

It is no doubt true, that many individual instances

of prosperity are to be met with in Lowei Canada,

imoDg agricultural settlers from Britain and Ireland

;

liat these must be viewed as exceptions, and not fol-

lowed as a rule.

Even the land-measure will somewhat tend to em-

karrass a stranger, as it is the arpent (about one-

fifth less than the English acre) which is in use, and

tlie tenure and titles of his property will still more

perplex him. I had an opportunity of seeing and

eoDTersing with several British emigrants, who
either occupy or possess farms in Lower Canada,

nd the uniform conclusion to which all of them

ounc, was an advice to look at the Upper Province,

liefore I formed an opi!iion upon the eligibility of a

lettlement. I am quite aware that several of these

jindiYiduals are prospering in a measure, which might

be curtailed, if too many farmers of a like

p should become located besici<; tliem ; but i am
Daily satisfied that no such jealousy influenced th3

Irice I received, and that the established convic-

ion of all, who are experimentally acquainted with

•}-'
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['

Canada, is in favour of the Upper Province, as a set-

tlement for British agriculturists. I say agrictdtu-

ristSy because those emigrants who have been accug.

tomed to live partly by fishing, will certainly succeed

best in the maritime portion of our North American

possessions.

Emigrants who have obtained land near Quebec or

Montreal, and who are industrious and active, profit,

of course, very handsomely by the vicinity of these

cities.

Dairy produce brings in excellent returns, andj

every thing finds a market ; and although mere lo-

cality cannot avail so much as formerly, when steam-

navigation was unknown, still great advantages re-

main to the occupier of land near large towns. It!

is to be remarked, too, that the greater supply ofl

farm-produce, occasioned by the introduction ofl

steam-boats, has materially increased the consump-

tion, and has thereby compensated to the farmer the!

fall in price, which necessarily followed.— Freshl

butter, which sold, in 1817, for Is. 6d. per pound iDJ

Montreal, may now be had for 6d. In summer it is]

a perishable article, and must be sold when it comes

to market. But hay, straw, potatoes, &c. and the

very soil itself, are becoming, in the vicinity of Mon<j

treal, what an Angus farmer termed to me, " im\

chievously dear;'* and those who are in possession oj

farms in that vicinity will reap an abundant harrestJ

—My Angus friend, who seemed to be in the enjoyj

ment of very easy circumstances, affords a proofj

among hundreds, of what an industrious and stead)

*"''»gj'"r;-:
'--•-, '^:^^^^^^d^Ti<-^f;
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nan may do for himself in Canada. He came out

in 1817, was wrecked in the Gulf of St Lawrence,

faifered many hardships, and finally landed at Mont-

I, devoid of every resource, save his own hands

I

tnd good spirits. He soon found employment, and

io due time took a lease of a farm, which he finds

tosacceed extremely well. His wheat and potatoes,

I

he says, are excellent ; oats, inferior. He cultivates

rre»n crops, taking mangel wurzel instead of tur-

gipg, which suffer from the fly. He uses horses in

ference to oxen; has iron-ploughs, and follows

Ifhat he called a «or^ of rotation,— 1st, Wheat; 2d,

I

green crop; 3d, Clover; 4tfa, Timothy for hay ; and,

9th, Pasture.

Several farms are at this time to let in this quar-

Iter. The rent expected is lOs. or 12s. per acre.

The Canadian farmers pursue the old Scottish

I

practice of infield and outfield, taking crop after

crop of grain from their fields, until nothing but

feeds remain, and looking to Nature for that reno-

ntion which their own industry ought to have ef-

Ifected. '

It may appear almost incredible, but I was assur-

lid of the fact, that it was by no means unusual, as

I

winter occupation among the habitansy to drive out

ng from their farm-yards and deposit it upon the

Massy surface of the St Lawrence, there to await the

breaking rp in spring, as a riddance from what they

leonsider a worthless incumbrance.

In tracing a route upwards from Montreal, the eye

Iff an emigrant is speedily arrested by the junction
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of the Uttawas, or Grand River, falling into the Si

Lawrence. I did not visit the settlements of thi4

district, and do not therefore speak of them ftoi

personal observation ; but they are well known tc

be valuable, extensive, and increasing. The Utta^

was has, of late years, attracted the notice of Go-

vernment, as a safe route for troops and stores tc

the Upper Province, in the event of war with the

United States. In surveying its banks, and applyini

its course to this purpose, extensive tracts of fine

land have been located, and several very promigini

settlements have been established. Of these, I mayl

notice Perth, Richmond, and Lanark, the two for-i

mer chiefly composed of retired officers and reduce

soldiers; the latter, of families from the manufactor-

ing districts in the west of Scotland, who came out

in 1820, and all, I believe, as communities, doinj

well. All of these were assisted and fostered by]

Government. A military road communicates be-

tween Uttawas and Kingston, upon Lake Ontario,]

a distance of 240 miles. The Rideau Canal ps

through a part of the country between this line of

road and the St Lawrence.

The soil of this part of Canada is good ; but the]

country is flat, the lakes shallow, and the strearos|

frequently sluggish, which must be necessarily ac-

companied, for a time, with fever and ague to a|

greater extent than more airy and better watered si-

tuations present. There can be no doubt, however,]

that the settlements already formed, and to be form-

ed, in this quarter, will prosper. Government has I
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joDe much for them hy public works, which can

icarce fail to benefit the country, whether they do

or do not effect the objects for which they were plan-

ned ; and the steam communication upon the Uttawa»

fith Montreal is already in operation.

Upper Canada is situate between 42° and 52° N.

Ut, and between 73° 30' W. Long., and, indeed,

indefinite bounds to the west.

Returning to the St Lawrence, we enter the Up-

per Province, the Uttawas here forming the bound-

iryline. As we ascend the rirer, we find nume-

rous 8ettler«i, and thousands of acres well adapted

{for the fanner. One of the first settlements we

neet with is the Glengarry district, an extensive

I

tract ofgood land, enjoying the advantages of water

j

carriage* The language, the customs, the native

eoorage of their Celtic sires, still distinguish the clan,

though, at the same time, we are afraid, accompa-

nied by some of those less profitable traits which

I

stamp the Highlander as more at home in wielding

i claymore, or extracting the mountain-dew, than

I

Iq guiding the ploughshare to slow but certain re-

inltg. The farms are but indifferently improved,

considering the advantages they have enjoyed; and

Uach valuable time is expended in the depths of the

forest, in a demi-savage life, cutting and preparing

timber for the lumber merchant, which, if steadily

llevoted to the cultivation of the land, would certain-

|ly be attended with infinitely greater benefit, both

in a physical and moral point of view.

^

H
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Very conflicting opinions exist in Canada regard-

ing the lumber-trade, and the subject was frequent-

ly discussed at this period, from the late proposal of

ministers to lower the duties upon Baltic timber.

It is certain that a large circulation is occasioned by

the trade, perhaps a million Sterling, in one way or

other, and that it employs, during winter, many

who may gain perhaps £ 20 for their winter labour,

when nothing else could be done. It benefits the

farmer too, by bringing a market for produce to his

door. So far, all looks well ; but there is no doubt,

that those engaged in preparing timber for this

trade, being exposed to many hardships, acquire

loose and debauched habits, which generally demo-

ralize ; and that, in fact, no steady industrious cha-

racters are now willing to engage in it. In regard

to the merchant, I have reason to believe that the

lumber-trade is by no means profitable, and that

many merchants are anxious to back out as soon as

they can. There can be no doubt, in any case, that

if the trade is to be extinguished, it must be done in

a gradual manner, and that any alteration of duties

which would suddenly annihilate it, must be follow-

ed by very painful and hazardous consequences to

the colony. *

To gc minutely into the statistics of even the I

banks of the river, would far exceed the limits to

which I must necessarily restrict myself. Suffice it
|

to say, that a constant succession of eligible situa-

tions present themselves for estates and farms. II

was much pleased with the Matilda district, and con-
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lider it capable of great improvement. The soil is

I fine mellow sandy loam, sometimes perhaps rather

light, but admirably adapted for turnip husbandry

tod fine woolled sheep, with numerous beautiful si-

loations for a residence, the noble St Lawrence ever

forming a prominent feature, its surface varied by

lovely wooded islands, similar to those we so justly

idmire on many of our British lakes. In approach-

ing Kingston, or the east end of Lake Ontario, the

rirer Guananogue falls into the St Lawrence, and,

it its mouth, is the establi^l aent of Messrs M'Do-

nell, two brothers who came about eight years ago to

the colony, and who, by steady enterprize, without

original capital, have realized considerable wealth,

vhile, along with it, they have secured the respect

and esteem of all who know them. They have here,

what is called in America, a valuable waJUr privilege

or /o^, and have erected flour and saw-mills to a

large extent. Last season they sent down to Mont-

real 24,000 barrels of flour ; and a friend of mine

vho was their agent, informed me that one of the

itrothers having resolved upon becoming their own

igent in Montreal, it would be a loss of some hun-

dreds a year to his house in commission. They

hare a very clever cooperage worked by water, si-

milar to the steam cooperage at Glasgow, and the

articles turned out are uncommonly reasonable, sub-

itantial, and neat. I regretted much not having it

in my power to form an acquaintance with these spi-

rited colonists, more especially as they farm likewise

to a large extent. The farm at Guananogue extends

!
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to 1200 acres, and the mansion-house and bami are

commodious and handsome.

Having received very encouraging accoimtg al

Kingston, of the country along the Bay of Quints a

deep inlet of Lake Ontario, formeo by a peninsula

called Prince Edward's Island, I made an excursion

into that district. The scenery was pleasing, in many
|

places fine ; and settlements are formed on every hand,
i

The soil is partly clay, partly loam and sand, suffi.

ciently rich, in some instances, to yield fifteen crops I

of good wheat, with impunity, in a period of twenty

years. Granite, limestone, and schistus, or clay-

slate, are successively met with. Wherever a stream
|

or creek of any importance falls into the lake, there

we find a mill«seat and a village growing up, the

embryo, in many cases, of considerable towns.

To the patriot or philanthropist, it is highly grati-

fying to remark, how the wants of the farmer and I

the interests of the trader or mechanic co-operate in

the rapid progress of general improvement and civi-

lization. Holywell, Sophiaburgh, and Belleville, are

all thriving villages of this description ; and many

individuals are to be met with in each, who, from

the humble situation of merchants' clerks, &c. are

rapidly acquiring independence. The last is the

county town of Hastings, which has already three]

churches, a court-house, and projected jail ; a valua-

ble mill-power, and fine situation for houses ; the!

high road from York to Kingston passes through

it, and, altogether, it seems destined to become al

place of some note. I was really astonished at the
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Lequent calls which the steam-boat made for pro-

Lce, and, ere we reached Kingston, our deck wm
Ufolutely heaped with flour-barrels.

I have said nothing hitherto of the price or value

I
if land in Canada, and it is extremely difficult, in the

[ultled parts of either province, to ascertain any thing

ie a fair average rate.

Prices are perpetually fluctuating, and must be re-

Ifilated by the circumstances of the seller ; one man

lieing willing to sell his farm for five dollars an acre,

loder a strongdesire to commence anew upon a forest

Itnust, or labouring under necessity ; while his next

lieighbour may probably refuse to part with similar

llttd for less than ten or twelve dollars per acre.

Idfthis, however, there is no doubt, that very eligi-

lUeuid advantageous purchases may, at all times, be

liade by a prudent capitalist, and that land is every

lynr increasing in value, wherever it is desirable to

||N8e88 it. Great bargains are sometimes obtained

k public sales, by warrant of the sheriff, for pay-

lient of land-taxes. Land thus sold is subject, for a

Itertain short period, to be redeemed by the indivi-

Ikal, or his heirs, who originally obtained the grant

;

liot, as it seldom exceeds, at a sheriff-sale, 6d. or 7d.

||er acre, it is well worthy of a trial.

Steam navigation may be said to have been creat-

I for America, and it is difficult to estimate the ad-

Dce8 which the States and the Canadas will soon

(e under its influence. To emigrants it not on-

' affords a safe, cheap, and agreeable conveyance

;

at, from the large concourse of passengers, a fund

I

i^^i^.^^t,JuAM.t-
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uf valuable local information may always be pro,

cured, and useful acquaintances formed
; while it ii

impossible to overlook the silent but important efJ

fects, in clearing the forest, which the consumptioi

of fuel on board the steam-boats is destined to acj

complish. Perhaps it is not fanciful to assert, thai

the woods of America are now actually clearing bi

means of steam.

York, the capital of Upper Canada, and seat of go^

vemment, is a very desirable station for a settler

choose as bead-quarters, in looking about for a purJ

chase. He is sure, at this place, to meet with nume]

reus offers of farms, regarding which he will dc

well to act witb caution ; and he will be able to inj

spect the plans of public lands in the government

land-office, under the superintendence of Mr P. Roj

binson, a gentleman able and willing to afford hii

every facility.

The rich and heavy land of Upper Canada is not

be found, in general, upon the immediate banlu o^

the lakes and rivers. It lies, for the most part

from twelve to twenty miles back, and thubcomj

pensates the enterprizing settler for plunging int(

the forest. Government have still, I believe, abou^

four millions and a half of acres to dispose of, bej

ftides seven or eight millions more, beyond the line^

of what has been surveyed. No land is now grant<|

ed to individuals without payment, the price varyj

ing according to sitaation and quality, and subjecl

to the regulation of clearing and fencing five acrea

within two years, erecting a house 16 feet by SOJ

and also clearing half of the road in front.
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Another land-office, highly intereiting to enii-

frints, it likewise to be found in York. Jt is here

t^ the Comniitisionerg of the Canada Company re-

flde, and have their principal establishment. This

(HDpany, as is well known, purchased from gorern-

lent '2^ millions of acres in the Upper Province,

fith the view of disposing of it in lots to settlers, at

10 advanced price. The company is yet too much

iaite infancy to speculate upon results; but no rea-

lonable doubt can be entertained, that it must ope-

tite favourably in procuring settlers.

A great progress has been made in the formation

Iff roads, bridges, mills. &c., which government

rould not, and private individuals could not, have

effected in the short period which has elapsed since

the establishment of the company ; and, although a

leeling inimical to their measures shewed itself in

lome quarters, I confess myself unable to discover,

for that jealousy, any reasonable cause. I had very

loll discussions with the Commissioners and agents,

from which, as well as from their published pro-

posals, I feel satisfied that emigrants of every class

may commit themi^elves to the Canada Company, in

perfect assurance of experiencing the most kind, ho~

Qourable, and liberal treatment. Circumstances de-

pendent upon the state of a new country, may delay

the execution of plans beyond the promised period

;

I bt there can be no doubt of the company fulfilling

all their engagements as speedily as possible. The

prices of land vary from 7s. 6d. to ISs. per acre. I

Ivas much impressed with a favourable opinion of

1



RBi

272 UPPRK CANADA. »

the Great Huron tract, from the fact that many
steady Dutch settleri, in the possession of old pro.

ductive farnds near York, were, at the period of mv
visit, disposing of their property and removing to

Goderich,—a change which the calculating Dutch-

man would not have rashly adopted, M'ithout pretty

reasonable prospects of bettering himself to a consi-

derable amount. " The townnhip of Goderich con-

tains about 400 inhabitants already; and several

Dutch families from the neighbourhood uf York

have sold; or are endeavouring to sell, their culti.

vated and valuabla farms, and have purchased lando

from the company in the Huron Tract. About 6000

acres have been sold them in the neighbourhood of

Goderich within the last six months. In Guelph, a

very valuable mill has lately been erected, and one

in Goderich is now in progress."

In a young and thinly-settled country such as Ca-

nada, every accession of an industrious family or in-

dividual tends to the welfare of all ; and it is there-

fore natural to suppose, that such a corporation as

the Canada Company would be fully awake to this

principle. We find, accordingly, that in forming ar-

rangements for forwarding emigrants to their own

lands, they have offered very favourable proposals to

emigrants at large. They state, that <* all personK

depositing L. 20 with the Canada Company's agents

in Quebec or Montreal, will be forwarded to the

head of Lake Ontario by steam-boats, free of ex-

pense, and have liberty to select land in any part of

the province, at the current price charged by tlie
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Lopsny, when the whole amount of their depoBit

fill be placed to their credit on account of their

Ld. But, should they prefer purchasing from in-

liriduRU and not the company, then the expense of

llkeir conveyance will be deducted from the amount

Ijiposited, and the balance paid over to them. Per-

depositing a sum equal to their conveyance,

|iith their families and luggage, from Quebec to

Bad of the lake, may avail themselves of the

npany's contracts with the forwarders ; and should

ey, within thred months after arrival, select land

iGoelph, and pay one-fifth of the purchase-money,

en the amount of their deposit in Quebec will also

placed to their credit, and they, their families,

Ik be thus conveyed from Quebec free of expense.'*

iiffl
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CHAPTER II.

Hea-l of Lake Ontario—Toronto district—Guelph—Townsjl
of Waterloo—of Gait—of Paris—Prices of Farm produce.!

It may perhaps be interesting to give a few

cultural notes of an excursion from York, by the hei

of Lake Ontario, Toronto, Waterloo, Dumfries,

niiiton, &c. : but before leaving the capital, I mui

with pleasure, add my humble testimony to the enc

gy, good sense, and patriotism of Sir John Colborr

in his situation as Governor of Upper Canada,

his well-known military talents, I am no judge; b|

of the soundness of his policy in regard to emigii

tion, allotment of public lands, encouragement

agriculture, and improvement of the general consj

tution of society, I am enabled to speak with uj

qualified praise. The experiments hitherto made

government have been, in Sir John's op' ioii, defe

tive in system and concentration.

Had the establishment of government emigrac

been kept more together, this very circumstanj

would have greatly tended to general advancemei^

At present they form only a few oases in the dese^

and a long period must necessarily elapse, ere t|

intervals are even in some degree filled up.

In conversing with Sir John, I ventured to si

gest that something was required on the part of

;

:. »t-.i .Vo'. .-i.ViiucSS'.i*'f*^;*^-.,
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Lrnment) in making preparation for the thousands

if
emigrants who are pouring into Canada every sea-

L, and who suiFer heavy losses, both in time and

Leans, from the want of some previous arrangement.

Itgeemed to me, that the agent for emigrants ought

L be a gentleman not engaged in trade, but one of

lietive habits, acquainted with rural affairs, and with

m agricultural classes, who might be ready at all

lliines tc point out land or labour to emigrants, ac-

Lrding to their ability and means. Without going

Ijito minute details, Sir John assured me that he felt

|lhe want of such an arrangement much, and that a

Irreat deal of good might be effected by it, and a great

Ijeal of government land sold, and that he had repre-

lieDted the matter to the colonial office at home.

Emigrants unable or unwilling to purchase, will

Ibve little difficulty in providing themselves with a

mm to rent, either for money or on shares, which

le&Ds half the clear produce as rent. I was told by

1 1 gentleman of a friend of his, who was very com-

tably settled in this way near York, upon a farm

Iff 200 acres. Eighty acres are cleared, the remain-

der in wood pasture. He pays only £25 of rent,

Ld clears £ 200 per annum, besides keeping his fa-

To 8h« w how land is advancing in value, this

{brm, a few years ago, might have been purchased

for £200, but is, of course, worth a great deal more

now. Market gardening, and rearing good live

litock, are two branches that will pay well in this

lijuarter.

s 2

1

1

,...^.:^i' ^.K^imiikycai:.
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1 left York, on Wednesday May Uth, in the

stage, for Hamilton, at the head of Burlington Bay I

it being my intention to stop at night, and direm
next day into the woods. The roads were yet un-

repaired for the season, and we travelled in an oper

waggon, the day fine, and for the first time someJ

what sultry. It was interesting to observe the sudJ

den transition from the streets of York to the so-

lemn stillness of the forest, as, I think, we could not

have proceeded above two or three miles, ere we

were immersed in all the wild magnificence of a ce<|

dar swamp, and hemmed in by towering pines and

hemlocks on every side. A ceJar swamp forms ai

exception to a general rule, as it enjoys pure water!

and secures health to its inhabitants, which is alst

the case where the hemlock, fir, and spruce, abound]

The land, in such situations, is not of the riches^

quality, sometimes sandy and poor, and the absence

of fever and ague would seem vo be granted in com<|

pensation for diminished returns.

Our route lay through Toronto district, and I had

the gratification of observing cultivation in ever]

stage of its progress. There was the rude sha%

or log-hut, its owner wielding the axe against th^

stately vegetable columns around him, or employe

in reducing them to ashes, while some were \d

standing to blacken with the flames, or doomed to

more protracted fate under the operation of girdlin

by which the bark is cut round the stem, and lifij

destroyed. A little farther on we pass an oldea

farm. The mansion and offices commodious an^
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Lat, rich orchards loaded with blossom, fine wheat

Ld pasture or meadow-land, healthy looking chil-

Uea at every door, with pigs and poultry in abun-

Loee. As we passed each farmer's open door, we
uw groups of old and young seated at their even-

\tf
meal, neat, clean, and comfortably clad. In ge-

lieral, Canadians and Americans are deficient in what

Ire call dressing up their doors ; they are, in fact, so

lioch engaged in heavier and more important work,

Ithat the period for training roses and honeysuckles

Iks not yet arrived. We passed, however, one small

liroperty this evening, belonging to a Mr Adams,

lid laid out as a nurserr^ ^ nile not at a nursery in

lAmerica), filled with peach, apple, and pear trees,

Dwering shrubs, &c., and which, by its neat arrange-

ent and excellent order, forms at once a contrast

id an example to its neighbours. We encountered

Iwue very steep hills and some hazardous road, espe-

laally ascending and descending the banks of two

Inn^derable creeks or rivers falling into Ontario.

|Urge sums have been expended in levelling, &c.

rently with but indi£Perent judgment or success.

|I reached Summer's tavern, 35 miles from York,

)at eight, and found a most obliging host, with

ifortable accommodation.

It being my intention next day to visit the city of

lelph, founded by Mr Gait, when he acted as com-

rioner for the Canada Company, my first inquiry

for saddle-horses and a guide. These were pro-

red by my landlord, and at seven next morning I

id, the distance to Guelph being called twenty-

!B^i'!':}'':^tel"^ite'""n '''"'<i'li''i"WMi
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nix luilnM. I ilmlt tiot in thiM ptnoe dotnil tho iH^rilj

<»f tlio wiiy, tlio lioriMirs of rotfen rordumy rouih^

f/ar mfHunjMt^ windfallss &o., with tho ndditioiiRJ cot

fortN of II miNty rain, two rondi diverging in a r«

mote pnrt of tho forost, and tho satinfaction of fin(i

ing, npon nn nppenl to tny gnide, thnt he hnd tiovc

hiipponod to ho at Guc^lph hoforo ; iiuffine it, thnt

reached my dowtination nhout threo o*<<loeli, utter
{

nif^Ht floundering journey. The road in tliroiif^h tiJ

finent foroMt scenery 1 iuid yet Keen, and denrittfl

were going forward in varioun (daceit, and in ever

state of progress. 1 (;ould not hut admire tho luxi

rianee and healthy appearance of the wheat nnd clr

ver. The whole tract is upon limestone, nnd, i|

some peaces, the road passes over ridges of it abc

lutely inexhaustible. The cattle and pigs are bt

very ind liferent. The state of the road may be, \\

some measure, estimated from a party which I pn«i

ed, consisting of three men and six oxen, that h
been three days absent from homo, which they woulj

only reach that day, drawing a load under which

donkey would liave trotted upon any British tun^

pike, and the whole extent of the journey nc* hj

ceeding twenty miles. Guelph is situated in tl

Gore district, about eighty miles from York, anj

has been laid out upon an extensive scale. A iini

stream flows past the town, and a large grist-mij

is at work upon it. A good deal of land has bee

located in the neighbourhood, and the town may u|

timately prosper. At present it wears a stagnan

appearance^ and conveys somewhat the idea of thj
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MfrriTedinff the home, Wh«ii fnnnn hflcomc niittufo

luag,
And n fnill im nrontofl in a (uinvonient iitiinttoti,

itowti ftncin ii^rown up ; but lioro tho town hnn bcMm

llirriod forward, in tho hopn of nf^ttlin^ tho land.

IrAit dmil of capital lian bm;n oxpondod upon roadii,

^,, wiiich muHt liavo wo far biuiofitod labourorft, and

nded, in iomo moanurn, to onablo tbom to pur-

le lotii ; but, at prpsont, a vory dosolato coni-

exion mark« Gunlpb, nn a city wbicb may bo vory

inkful to maintain hn ground, and oiicapo donor-

m, Tho prico of company bind \n boro about 15k.

w a(5r«, of ^ood quality; and, I boliovo, from tbo

nitendy cbaractor of tomo of tbo early nottlerM,

d purcbaiON of farmn partially cleared are frc

nently to be bad. Oiielpb Htandn upon a fine na-

iral platform, witb the river flowing round it. A
^d bridge wan nearly finii^hed wben I wad tbrre,

nd an extensive line of road \n intended to con-

ct this witb tbo Huron iottlement at Godericb.

I dpent tbe evening in company witb Mr Prior,

lie acting manager, wbo bnii many arduoun duties

perform. Wo conversed, of course, much upon

he subject of emigraticm. His opinion coincides

jffith the general conviction, that no steady indus-

Irious man can fail to prosper in Canada, according

his means. The Commissioners are now greatly

liore circumspect in tbe character of settlors than

the case at first ; and it is a leading object to

btain sober, moral, correct men, that a good neigh-

onrhood may be every where secured. This must.

^aa^^^
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of course, impose a painful and difficult task upon U
agents, requiring much firmnesi and discretion.

Mr Prior told me, that, during a temporary akJ

sence, a party of a bad stamp had located themselvf

at Goderich. Having satisfied himself of their chs

racter, he sent for a vessel, and almost vi et armi

shipped off fourteen families at one sweep.

In disposing of lots to settlers, two methods ar«

adopted in Canada, and their respective advantage

and disadvantages are warmly discussed. The one

adopted by the Canada Company is to insist upoi

an instalment at entry. The other method is t(

leave payment of any portion optional to the settler]

but carrying on an account of interest against hii

The advocates of the first plan maintain, that, b]

paying down a certain sum at first, the settler feeU

an interest and a degree of independence which h
would not otherwise experience, and that the

advanced enable the landlord to make roads, erec|

bridges, mills, &c. ; and further, that, as the blacl

account is always running on, and a day of settling

must arrive, for which the settlers are too often forn

getful to provide, it ends in the abandonment of the

farm, and in ruin to themselves and families. For

the second plan, it is argued, that many industrioi

worthy men have absolutely no capital to begin withJ

beyond what may be necessary to purchase oxenJ

ploughs, &c, and to maintain their families, until

crop be gathered, and that to exact their pittance ii

such circumstances, is, in fact, to stifle their industr
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« iti birth. By allowing time, and regularly balan-

I

tog the account, taking occasionally what may be

I

{ytlicoming either in cash, cattle, or g^ain, a poor

in slips into clear possession without feeling any

GODvenience. We shall find that, as in most ques-

I

tions of the kind, there is much to be said on both

iides, and probably either plan may be followed with

idrantage in certain particular cases. The United

States, who bestow much attention on the disposal of

their public landn, have resolved, in the western

eoontry, to exact, not an instalment only, but pay-

Lent in full at the entry of settlers, though it is to

be observed, that a man may there acquire 80 acres

Ifor 100 dollars, or L.22, IDs.

Friday I4th.—Mr Oliver, my landlord at Guelph,

Ibnng agreed to dkive me in his waggon to Mr
Dickson's at Gait, a gentleman who purchased from

Government a whole township, and to whom I had

puticular introductions, we started about eleven

o'clock, and reached our destination about four. The

road was certainly superior to what I had travelled

yesterday, though mud holes and rotten cordurof/

were occasionally to be met with. Limestone was to

be seen on every hand in great abundance, and I ob-

ttpred, at one place, a kiln hewn out and erected

MB the very stratum itself. Wherever a clearing oc-

lenrred, the wheat looked beautiful. We passed

rough the township of Waterloo, settled mostly

Iky Dutch. The soil appeared to be a good, useful,

landy loam, well watered by streams and springs.

I was delighted with the cultivation, especially upon

i
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the furnrw of Sohiieult^r iind Wa»*ner. Kach farm

mififht 1)0 fnun 200 to 300 acre*, laid out into roj^uliu*

HeldM, and not a stump to Ite seen. The piniighinir

wa« capital, the cropR moNt luxuriant, and the cattl(>,i

horffOM, ^c, of a Muperior ntamp, with hnndHnmo

houMoi, harnn, &c., and orchardM promiiing a rich n*.

turn. Waterloo MatiHfied me above all that I hud vH

iieeu of the capability of Canada to become a friiitfiij

iuid fine country.

The forest around consiiiitH of heavy timber, mid

the township does not enjoy the advantage of direct

water-carriaf^e ; yet have tliepe Dutchmen, within ul

period of twenty yearn, produced farmH, which, in

geniM'al anpect, very nearly resemble well cultivutod

land in Britain. The farmers are primitive and

Himple-minded, attending to little beyond their own

affairs, and so indifferent in regard to politics, that

Mr Dickson doubted much if some of them woreyotj

aware of the <l<mth of George III. A great deal of

capital flowed into this settlement, during the lar^^c

expenditure at Guelph by the Canada Company, the!

Dutchmen supplying teams, provisions, ^c. My

travelling companion valued some of the farms atj

25 dollars, about L.6, per acre.

Chopping or clearing land, ready for sowing, will]

cost sometimes 12 dollars, or L.3 per acre; the first

return will be 15 or 20 bushels of wheat, worth atl

present 5s. per bushel. The usual mode of clearinffj

timbered land is to cut down and burn all the wood of

one foot diameter, and under that. The larger trees

are only girdled. Clearing, in this way, costs about
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MolUrif or 40m. per acre. Wlien thii ii done, a

erop of wheat can be harrowed in, to be followed by

tfoor three yearN of paiture or hay, when the plough

iny be uned, and, during which time, the girdled

treei are either cut into fencing Htuff or burnt. No

lime hai been used ai yet upon this land, and I wan

told of two initanceii, where farmers had absiolutely

bilt new stables and barns, to escape from an accu-

Bulation of despised manure.

A few miles before reaching Gait, the residence of

Ur Dickson, wo came in view of a fine stream, bear-

iog the name of Grand River, but of course, quite

onconnected with the Uttawas of the lower part of

the province.

Tilt settlement of Mr Dickson is one of much in-

tereit, being conducted by himself, on his own re-

lourcos, in the same way as that of Colonel Talbot

on the banks of Lake Erie. Mr Dickson began ope-

rations in 1815-16, by the purchase from Govern

-

Dent of this township, extending to 96,000 acres,

and to which he gave the name of Dumfries. He
lelected a convenient spot with good water-power, to

commence a town, and formed a connection with an

enterprising American, who speedily established very

extensive mills. Mr Dickson built a commodious re-

iidence for himself, in a romantic situation, over-

banging the river, and communicating by a bridge

with the mills and town. His plan of dealing with

lettlers is extremely liberal, as he does not insist

upon any instalment being paid down ; and even, in

K)me cases, advances the means of purchasing oxen,

1
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&c. In thii way, the poorest emigrant if iteady am
induttrioug, mutt get forward.

A regular account is opened with each individua'^

and partial payments, either in money or prodiici

accepted by Mr Dickson, from time to time. Tlu

price of land is four dollars or 208. per aero. Farm]

have been occasionally abandoned by unsteady oi

impatient individuals ; but some progress in clearini

has always been made, and of course, the farm hafi]

in so far, been rendered more valuable. A very coni

siderable extent of land has been disposed of, upoi

both sides of the river, and hundreds of acres of fin<

wheat are to be seen contiguous to each other.

An attempt had been made last spring to convei

produce down the river to the Welland Canal, b]

which Mr Shade, the o^vner of the mills, informec

me a saving of two-thirds would be effected upui

the transports of flour. This voyage was performec

by a son of Mr Dickson, accompanied by Mr Shade

and beinp^ a navigation of about 100 miles, attendc

with some hazards, as a first attempt, it created

good deal of sensation at the time of my vigjt, anc

much satisfaction among the farmers by its success

Mr Dickson has about 2500 souls upon his estate!

and draws a very handsome income from the intereslj

of sales. I visited the mills wiv>h Mr Shade, wh(

took much trouble in explaining to me the varioud

machinery. The establishment comprises flour-milUJ

saw-mills, cooperage, &c., and appeared to me equalij

extensive and well arranged. I have been ever

where struck with the havoc and destruction of the
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\mA*, And had a remarkable opportunity at this

Lre, of contracting the value of a tree in Upper

finnda with what it wouhl have fetched at home.

Uo uncommonly large and beautiful pine was lying

itthe mill, which T could not estimate at less than

Ls in Britain. Mr Shade, upon my putting the

|te«tion, told me it just cost him a York shillinffy or

ir«i/»y<^ Sterling,

Saturday, Ibth May.—Mr William Dickson having

liindly insisted upon conveying and accompanying

le to Hamilton, where I was to resume the stage,

re started, in horseback, after breakfast, and visited

nrions farms upon the township. The road lay

Long the river, with much fine wood and beautiful

wnery. The crops were looking healthy and well

loloured. Some farms, partly improved and fenced,

Irith houses, were on sale,—the price demanded was

I dollars, or 408. per acre. There seemed to be

Itbandance of water every whei e, both from springs

Itnd brooks falling into the Grand River, and the

liabstratum was still limestone. Some miles below

Gait, there is a valuable gypsum quarry on the banks

pf the river, and it was curious to observe the line

Idfrich and verdant tui*f, which marked the route of

llhe waggons in their visits to the quarry, from scat"

lleringas they went along, strongly evincing the effect

a top-dressing. We called upon a settler from

IScotland, newly entered upon a farm of 100 acres,

br which he had paid down L. 100. The soil was a

^ood rich sandy loam, worth in Britain 35s. per acre

lit least of rent.
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The forest is here thin, probably not having more
than forty or fifty old oaks upon an acre, and not

requiring these to be destroyed, it being quite pos-

sible to guide the plough through the inten^als.

Walter Smith was busy with his pair of oxen

preparing the land for wheat, of which he expectec

to have thirty acres sown in autumn, the return froi

which will probably repay him the price of his

farm, and allow him L. 50 or L. 60 besides for hisl

labour and maintenance,yrom thefirst crap cUone.

There are some delightful situations in this quarter]

for mansions : the river upon one side, and a lovely]

sheet of water called the Blue Lake, upon the other

fine open woods, springs, brooks, and a dry healthyj

soil. It was a favourite haunt in old times of the)

Indians, and a little mound close by a copious spring,!

is still celebrated as a place where great councilsj

were held. We stopped to rest our horses, at

new village called Paris, belonging to a very active

individual of the name of Capron, and having a good

water-power and other advantages, it promises tol

become, ere long, a place of some importance. In]

the afternoon we reached Brandtford, a pretty con-

siderable village belonging to the Indians, a tract]

of land in ^his quarter having been reserved fortheii

behoof. It is managed by Government, who accdunt

for rent and sales to the chiefs. There had been

sale of village lots this day, and for the first time I sawl

the Indians assembled in any number. The lots sold]

for L. 25 one-fourth of an acre, which is an immense]

price in Canada, and argues an expectation of Brandt-
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ford continuing to prosper. Many of the Indiana are

gov beginning to acquire settled habits, and to cul-

nvate farms, but many more are yet totally abandon-

ed to idleness and debauchery.

The country to Hamilton by Ancaster, is partly

tbrest, partly settled. The soil is chiefly clay. An-

caster stands high, with some finp farms about it,

healthy and well watered.

Immediately before reaching Hamilton, we come

to the brink of a high limestone ridge, and command

I magnificent view of the rich flat below, extending

to Lake Ontario. At St Catharine's, a small town,

dependent upon the Welland Canal, we passed that

fork, and saw some of the wooden locks.

The country through which 1 travelled next day,

lies between the great limestone ridge and Lake On-

tario. This remarkable ridge extends from the Ge-

nessee country, in the State of New York, and, cross-

ing the Niagara River, forms the celebrated falls.

It 18 beautifully diversified with woodland, orchards,

and farms, is very productive, and settling with con-

siderable lapidity. On Monday evening I concluded

this part of my excursion, by reaching a friend's

base at the Falls.

Before proceeding to the third branch of my let-

ter, viz. Emigration to the United States, I may no-

tice the current average prices of some articles in

Upper Canada, at this date. May 1831 :

—

Ploughs from £1 10

I^VaggonE, 15

Farm horses, live years old, 12 10

to £2 Curreijc}.

to 15

I

'
: 1
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The Welland Canal, which connects Lake Erie

Lake Ontario, avoiding the Niagara Falls, is in-

lipded for mercantile purposes. The Rideau Canal

I
been executed by Crovemment with a view both

I
mercantile and military purposes. Without at all

»$nming to c^ive an opinion, I feel bound to state,

it the impression made upon my mind, by those

sons whom I considered perfect masters of the

hole bearings of the case, and whom I know to be

dependent and disinterested men, is adverse to the

iility and pi *)bable success of these great works, at

gt when compared with the cost at which they

bve been constructed. Heavy as the expense, how-

ler, has been, we must not rashly infer that it has

en altogether thrown away ; and, although it is

ssible that a far more moderate expenditure upon

and railways might have been attended with

ppier results, we must yet hope to see essential

important benefits flowing from these canals.

'li--"- < '
;/
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CHAPTER III.

Emigration to The States—Albany—Valley of the HudHon.

, Value of various Farms—Produce and Prices GeneseJ

Country—Michigan.

In offering a few remarks upon the prospects

emigrants to the States, so many circumstances occi

upon which it would he necessary to touch, that

almost shrink from the attempt. The great and ii

teresting tie which must he severed when we leai

our native country, and hecome the denizens of ai

other, is a point which every man must settle for hii

self. Should it prove no impediment, he will fit

numerous and varied fields of agriwultural enterpri:

presenting themselves in every quarter of the Unio«

He will find perfect security and independence, an(

with ordinary good sense and good humour, c{i

have no difficulty in maintaining friendly hahits wit

his neighbours.

Two plans present themselves to the emigrant wit

capital in fixing his residence in the States. He ma

either purchase or occupy a farm in the old settle

part of the country, or he may establish himself

some of the new or yet unsettled portions of tli

older States. The choice must he dependeut on til
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lieans and character of the individual ; but in either

Ly the greatest risk of disappointment will always

lie
found in fixing'too hastily. I would strongly

Dnunend to every man who may emigrate to

lada or the States, that he should allot some

mihs to looking about him, ere he make a pur-

i, which it is not again so easy to exchange,

ould any of those numerous drawbacks present

emselves, which we are ever too apt to overlook

I the excitement of the moment.

The arrangements for managing and disposing of

United States' public lands are very complete,

no difficulty or annoyance is likely to occur, if

! except, perhaps, the delay in receiving theformal

be or patent, occasioned by a heavy arrear of busi-

in that department. This occasions, however,

Inther loss nor hazard, as the warrant of possession

hich every purchaser immediately receives, secures

in all the rights of property.

A bureau at Washington, under a head commis*

Der (at present Judge Hayward), superintends the

rious land-offices established throughout every part

the country, and where intending purchasers are

id with the utmost civility and dispatch.

I had the honour of being personally introduced

Mr Hayward by the President himself; and I

M take this opportunity of expressing my deep

Dse of the cordial and kind reception I met with

l^ni General Jackson, Mr Van Buren, and others,

I of the candid and open manner in which the busi-

T 2

;' (i
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ness of the land-oifice was explained to me by

Hayward.

As it is impossible, within reasonaole terms

discuss seriatim the respective fitness of the diiFerc

States for affording comfortable settlements to Britii

emigrants, I shall detail my own personal obsei

tions, made upon the Banks of the Hudson, aboj

Albany, and in some parts of the Genesee counti

and che information which I was enabled to colic

from most respectable settlers in Michigan, as a fJ

sample of what is generally to be expected in t\

western country, leaving such inferences to be dra^

as the statements deserve.

Various classes of settlers are to be found in tj

States, from the man of substance and capital to

rough back woodsman and sqttatter ; but a mini

discussion of the several grades does not seem to

here required.

The first farm which I visited was in the imi

diate vicinity of Albany, forming part of the prince

estate of Mr Van Ransalser. It contained 600 aci

of fine mellow loam along the banks of the riv^

divided into fields by rail-fences, which cost he

4s. 6d. per sixteen t^eet, including boards, nails,

work,—four rails, and about five feet high.

The crops chiefly raised are wheat, Indian co^

pumpkins, planted in the intervals or rows, oa

potatoes, and large quantities of Timothy for h^

The buildings are of timber, handsome and cc

venient.

The farm was let, some years ago, at 2000 dollnj
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Ii.450, which, in America, seems to be a very

rent ; but it must be recollected that the situa-

i8 particularly favourable, from its close contact

the thriving city of Albany. A turnpike road

i)DMa(;adam s principle, has been commenced, from

llibany to the north, and six miles of it are already

Qpleted. It runs through the centre of this farm.

lis, at present, the home farm of the eldest son of

Van Ransalser, who has imported, at consider-

Ue expense, from England, some fine short-horn

ck, and which he is very successfully crossing,

{nth a judicious selection of native cows.

Although very fine cattle and sheep are to be

nd in some districts, I am satisfied that more may

I done in the department of live-stock, than in any

ber branch of American husbandry.

As the coiiAtry becomes more populous, manufac-

es (already far advanced) will continue to in-

se, and fat stock, with dairy produce, must be-

»me objects of greater importance to the farmer

they have hitherto been. I met witl\ a very

elligent cattle-dealer in Pennsylvania, who gave

much information on this subject. He and his

lers deal, to a large extent, for the Philadelphia

od New York markets. The system appeared to

perfectly organized. They purchase all the fat

ck they can procure within a reasonable range of

kese cities, which are first disposed of to the but-

liers; and having thus cleared ^he field, they bring

rd their droves from the back settlements or dis-

Dt states, in such a succession, as supplies, without

Ij
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glutting, the market. Some of their cattle tra^

above 600 miles, and are two months on the ros

He told me tliat he purchased 400 oxen every ye^

from one Kentucky farmer, and he oonsiaers a stc

farm to be a very sure and profitable concern. Ne|

York takes about 700 oxen a-week when the demai

is brisk. These weigh, on an average, about

stone, 14 lb. to a stone ; and the price he recpives,

from L. 12 to L. 13 a-head. I was happy to hear hi

opinion regarding live and dead weight to coincic

nearly with my own. When prime fcttf he reckoi

on a sink of one'third only, on the live weight,

dislikes pumpkin fed beef, and always insists on tl

animals which he purchases being fed, at least h

terly, on maize. His expenses are high, much

his stock costing him above L. 2 a-head in road ei

penses ; and he gives his head drivers 4s. 6d. a-daj

with food for themselves and horses. His profij

this season, he says, have been very handsome, an

the trade in general is a good one to a steady ma^

with sufficient capital.

Horses, in all parts of the States and Cant

which I visited, and I believe universally, are to

remarked as superior in the qualities of actioil

strength, and figure, xt is rare to pass a farmer]

team, without noticing horses worthy of being trans

ferred to any gentleman's stud. They are kindlj

treated, well fed, and remarkably docile, of which

met with repeated instances, which would have not

little astonished our first rate English coachmc

• **.,*,*—
r™r4i":^^^teE^
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are in general about 15 hands, or 15^) and cost

iom L. 10 to L. 25 each.

From Albany, I proceeded about 30 miles up the

lirer, where I spent several days with a friend, and,

I bis company, examined some farms, then on sale,

li his neighbourhood.

To afford some idea of the expected prices and

tetams of old farms in this district, I shall subjoin a

IJKW notes, which I made at the time of my visit.

Ist, Captain Davenport's farm on the east bank of

ie Hudson. It contains 350 acres, 100 of which

in wood, hemlock (or Canada pine, the bark of

jrhich is in general use for tanning), maple, beech, &c.

le soil is partly clay, partly sandy loam. A large

irtion is a rich holm, on the river side, and of the

lest quality. The price demanded is 30 dollars,

|L7, 10s. per acre ; but it would probably be bought

ir 25 dollars, or L. 5, 128. The return might rea-

ably be expected to reach L. 112, lOs., clear of

nses, from the flat land, and L. 70 from the pro-

on a sheep stock, on the upper portion of the farm,

^ whole L. 1H2, 10s. The price would be at L. 5,

IDs., L. 1875,* and an outlay on buildings, fences,

id drains, of L. 1000 more, would still be within

3000, for which you have a return of above L. 180.

h making this rough estimate, I resolved to be

loderate in estimating returns, and liberal in calcu-

ing outlay, and am perfectly satisfied that an indus-

i'Ji

if

U\

' This property has been lately purchased by a gentleman

S«atlattd for L. i'OOO.
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trious Scotch farmer would realise a profit of L. 2(

a-year.

It is to be noticed also, that one-half of the timbei

might be at once sold off» without any detriment t(

the farm, and that I calculate upon the owner anc

his family drawing the ordinary articles of subsist

ence from the land, besides the above return.

2d, Next to this farm, was that of Mr Knicker^

bocker, containing 275 acres. There is a fine hoh

also on this farm, and the upland seemed fully bette^

than No. 1. This farm was let last year in share

for one year, and the owner received L. 63. Th^

price asked is L.4 per acre, or L. 1100, and L.2(

more would be required for houses, fences, &c. There

is no more timber than is requisite for the use of th<

estate. This farm seemed to be in very indifferent

order.

dd, Mr Chesney's farm, 106 acres, with wc

sufficient for use of the property. About 40 acrei

of very fine holm, capable of yielding, I was assured]

40 or 45 bushels of oats, or other grain in proporJ

tion> This farm could be had for L. 530, and wouk

certainly return L. 45 or L. 50 clear. It was in ver]

fair order.

4th, Mr Vely's farm, 118 acres, 40 acres of mos

superior holm ; the upland good ; with a stream run^

ning through it. The houses appeared to be new]

This farm could be had for L. 400, and the ret

could not be less than L. 35 or L. 40.

5th, A farm of 300 acres, occupied by €olone|

Grant, at a rent of 300 dollars, L. 67, 10s. The soil

\CurrerU Price
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i good loam, nine parts of it are clay. A new

Ntelling-houBe, and a good bam, with a valuable

I

food lot. It might be bought for L. 1500.

Th ; whole of these properties were evidently sus-

Uptible of great improvement, though in foul and

Ld condition. The local situation is good; the

Champlain Canal passing within half a mile, but

leparated by the river. The roads are either already

turnpike, or becoming such, though certainly not of

(description to pass through the ordeal of Mr Mac-

idam. No. 3 and 4 are contiguous, and might be

lidrantageously thrown into one estate.

^

Jl

The following list of prices, &c. I procured from

le best authority as current in April 1831

:

t

\Current Prices, and Rates of Wages, on Hudson Hi-

ver, above Albany, April 1831.

Wages.— Men for general farm-work, summer,

j£2, 5s. per month ; winter, £ 1, 78. per month.

Harvest'work, cradling wheat, 4s. 6d. per day. A
ffadle-scythe is said to cut four acres a-day, and re-

quires one man'to bind to each cradler. Hay cut-

tiog, 2s. 7d. a-day.—Board found besides to all these.

Good cooks, 188. to 278. per month. Ohamber-

Inaids, 138. 6d. to 18s. per month.

Uve Stock,—Good ordinary horses, £ 20 to £ 25.

(en, per pair, with yoke and chain, £ 20 to £ 30.

ICows, £ 4, 10s. to £ 6. ^^lerino sheep, 9s, to 188.

;

I

I

'»/
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Saxony, Ids. 6(1. to 458. ; common Hheep, a sort o(

coarse Leicesters, 48. 6d. to 98. after shearinirJ

Brood sow, £2, 58. to £ 9, 108. Hog8, Id. to U(

per lb on live weight. Geese, 28. lOd. a-pair. TurJ

keys, 28. Id. each. Fowls, 6^d.

Utensils,— Farm waggon, £13, lOs. Ox car

£ 10. Lumber sleigh, £ 3 to £ 5. Ploughs, £1, 10s

to £ 1, 168. Pleasure 8leigh, £ 7 to £ 70; ditto wagJ

gon, £9 i>o £ 35. Good doable harness, £ 18.

Produce,—Wheat, 6s. 9d. per bushel. Barley, 28

8d. Oats, Is. 6d. Indian corn, 28. 3d. Potatoes

Is. 3d. Beef, per quarter, 1 8s. to 23s. ; per tb 2dj

to 4d. Mutton, 1^. to 2d. per lb. Veal the same

Pork, 22s. to 278. per cwt. Hay, from 23s. to £ I

lOs. per ton. Cyder, 48. 6d. to IBs. per barrel o|

32 gallons. Wool, mer' 28. 7d.; common, l8.8(l|

per lb (16 oz. to tb). xjive goose feathers, 23. 1(

per lb. Butter, 5d. per tb. Cheese, 2d. to 4d. per !t)|

Eggs, 4d. to 5d. per doz. Brandy (French), 48 6(

per gallon. Gin, 3s. ditto. Whisky, Is. Id. to h

6d. ditto. Excellent table beer, 48. 6d. per barrel oj

32 gallons. Fire-wood, 138. 6d. country price; 22»

to 27s. town price, per cord of 128 cubic feet, de|

livered 4 feet long, and costs 2s. per cord to cut

length required for use.

The American farmers live comfortably, and at

very moderate expense. Candles and soap are gej

nerally manufactured from kitchen refuse. A goo(|
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^ewife assured me, that the butcher-meat for her

|{uDily> fifteen in number, did not exceed, in wholct

\u per day (three meals), except when she allowed

Itkem turkeys and other poultry, when she reckoned

Ue expense at 2s. 6d. The flour consumed did not

{exceed 4s. 6d. per week. They have fruit, both

and preserved, in the utmost profusion ; and

{the cider barrel is always ready broached. A good

DUiy articles of clothing are spun or woven at home;

ind the geese are subjected to periodical contribu-

tions towards the bedding of the household, or the

I

feathers sold at a good price.

At a later period in my tour, I passed through a

leonsiderable portion of the Genesee country, cele-

brated for its g^eat fertility, and the superior quali-

m of its produce. Upon entering this part of New
Ifork state from Can: la, I was immediately struck

m the superior quality of the cattle. On many

l&rms I observed a variety of these in shape and size

Ipstly resembling the heavy class of our west

lighlanders. They were chiefly of a dark brin-

Idled colour, and many of them really handsome. I

not see a particular portion of the Genesee dis-

Itrict, which is said to be uncommonly rich ; but what

joune under my view, in a journey of between three

nd foiir hundred miles, in this part of the country,

certainly very fine. The surface is finely undu-

i,—rivers, brooks, lakes, farms, villages, and fo-

8t scenery, all presenting themselves in succession.

be soil is sometimes rather light, but generally a

I, and often a rich black loam.

^i'

^!^

'I
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The crops of whe&t, clover, rye, pease, and Indiai

com all looked well; and the orchards of peach

plum, apple, &c were richly laden with blossom.

The houses and buildings I found generally ver^

good. Where land is let for a money rent, it is com'

monly 48. 6d. per acre. Old farms sell from £4, lOs.

to £ 9 per acre, including houses, orchards, &c.

I found every where in this quarter noble single

trees, elm, oak, &c. judiciously left in the field ., af-^

fording both ornament and shelter, and the total want

of which in many cultivated portions of Canada an(

the States, gives an appearance of nakedness evei

in situations where wood is treated as a nuisancej

I w^uld remark, also, that a great improvement, ii

shelter and beauty, would be effected, by frequently

substituting hedges for rail fences. An English far-

mer near Geneva, I was informed, has miles of fin(

hawthorn hedges, four feet high, and completely be-

lying the assertion that thorns will not succeed ii

America. His practice is to plant in a trench^ no^

up9n a ridge or bank, as the great risk of failure is

from the summer drought.

Before reaching Albany, I travelled the greatest

part of one day through the valley of the MohawkJ

and upon which lie the rich German flats. It is

noble country, and the land of the very first quality^

but farmed too often in a slovenly manner.

The country of Michigan, which I selected as

sample of new settlement in the west, is at presenlj

quite the rage, and has, in a great degree, supplante

Ohio, Illinois, &c. It lies between 41* 31' and 45i
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40' N. Lat., and 5° 12' and 10° W. Long., to the

testward of Lake Erie, and including an immeuse

extent of country capable of improvement, with fine

water privileges. Detroit, 'an old French town, is

its capital. By a reference to the map, it will be

I

jeen that Michigan can readily avail itself of New
York, New Orleans, or Montreal, as markets, and

I

most, of course, derive from such facilities of inter-

I
course considerable advantage. The climate is tem-

Iperate and healthy. Winter sets in generally about

the middle of November, and continues till about the

{middle of March. At Detroit, in 1818, the mean

heat of January was 24°; and in 1820, the mean

I

heat of July was 69°
; of December, 27°.

The soil is in general a good fertile loam, upon

I

limestone; and, in some places, a calcareous earth is

Itnmed up, mixed with the common soil, which is

extremely productive. Clay is also prevalent in

I

lome parts.

This territory is better watered than any other in

te United States. There ^s an abundance of game^

deer, bears, hares, ducks, turkey, quail, &c. and it is

finely diversified with lakes and brooks, rising in

I

most parts from copious springs.

Besides other sources of information, I happened

I

to travel, at different times, with two Michigan set-

tlers, who said much in its praise, and, although it

isqnite usual for that class of persons to magnify

e advantages of a country where they are them-

lielves fixed, I have every reason to believe that the

statements, se^^^arate and distinct, which I received

>

I'

\
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from these individuals, were substantially correct

having found them, in all essential points, not only

to confirm each other, hut also to be corroborated by

other documents and evidence, which it was impos-

sible to doubt.

The first of these individuals whom I met, was a

fellow-passenger in the track-boat from Buffalo to

Rochester, upon the great Erie Canal. He appear-

ed to be one of those characters so numerous in the

States, who are always ready to make a move when

they consider it likely to better their condition, or

even to offier reasonable hopes of a fair return, for

indulging their love of enterprise. He and a brother

had, in this way, explored Michigan a few years ago,

and had picked up various lots of land, near intend-

ed towns, harbours, &c. for which they paid Ss. 7^d.

per acre, and which can already be sold for 22$. 6d.

per acre. They intend to dispose of some, and to

occupy pai*t themselves, as he likes the country for a

residence. He considers it superior to Ohio, as be-

ing more healthy. The country is in some places

under heavy timber, and in others it is open prairie,

where a settler has nothing to do but to start his

plough. The soil is in general a loamy blackish

sand, very productive. Eighty acres may be pur-

chased in the Government Land-office for £22, 10s.

A Mr Gilbert, who realized a fortune as a contrac-

tor for work on the Erie Canal, has transferred his

capital to, and fixed his residence in, Michigan. He

vested £ 2250 in land, which, at 5s. 7^d. per acre,

makes a tolerably extensive domain. He is farming



SETTLERS IN MICHIGAN. 303

and improving with great spirit) and this autumn he

fOl have 400 acres in wheat. As a proof of the

idmixture of calcareous matter in much of the soil,

Mr Gilbert had a tract of what he considered to be

rery sterile sand, and not worth ds. an acre, to sell.

His men having been sent to procure some of this

nnd, to be employed in building, they found their

liands blistered; and, upon a farther investigation, the

calcareous matter in the sand has proved so useful,

that Mr Gilbert would not take 25s. an acre now for

that he had previously esteemed of so little value.

Wheat is selling readily at Detroit for 4s. 6d. per

bushel : the return is from 20 to 40 bushels per

licre.

My other Michigan friend is established in the

{town of Ypsilante, a city which does not yet figure

in any map. He holds land and farms, but his pro-

per avocation is somewhat miscellaneous. He has

kailt a large tavern, opened a warehouse or store,

and runs the stage for sixty miles. He appeared to

be an uncommonly shrewd sensible man, looking

sharp after every thing. When we met, he was tra-

velling to New York, to make puichases of goods

for the season, and, inter aliay two or three additional

I
coaches. The influx of emigrants at present to Mi-

gan is quite remarkable. Seven steam-vessels

Iply from Buffalo to Detroit, and the decks have

Ibeen swarming every day since the navigation open-

H for the season. Mr Stackhouse is convinced,

[that, for many years, a home-market will be found

IT 'mi
'
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K

among llie new settlers for all the Michigan pro^

duce*

Land-offices are estahlished in various situationsj

where the settler may provide himself with a far

at the usual rate of 5s. 7^d. per acre. Should h<

chance to fancy one in some favoured spot (most oi

which are already secured along the great road foi

300 miles through the country), he will have littlt

difficulty in procuring it for 12s. or 15s. an acre.

Michigan is not yet admitted into the Union as

state. Intelligent settlers consider this to be no disJ

advantage. The expense of their public works, a^

roads, bridges, jails, court-houses, ^c., are defrayed

by the General Government, in place of being as-j

sessed upon themselves ; and although they cannol

boast of one or two members of Congress, their inj

terests are sufficiently watched by a Delegate, whc

resides at Washington for that purpose. Mr Stack^

house describes the scenery as in many places high-j

ly romantic.

The timber consists of black walnut, elm, beecbj

oak, hickory, sugar maple, &c. The produce of the

land runs from 25 to 50 bushels after one bushel

sown of wheat, Indian com, &c. Turnips are like)]

to succeed well, also beet and mangel wurzel. Pricesl

of stock, &c. seem to be much the same at in Cana^

da. Horses cost from £ 18 to £22, 10s.; oxen

from £ 15 to £ 18 a pair. Mechanics are establish-j

ing themselves wherever demand for their labour is

found. The lakes and rivers abound with fish,
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Lut, white fish, bass, ^c, and game is plentiful.

ke Indians are found in the more remote parts of

||e country, but they are perfectly harmless, and

lorn come near the settlers. '

Such is an outline of the account I received of

iHichigan, and which, I have no doubt, is in all es-

JKotial particulars correct.

I may add, that, from the rapid improvement

liich has even already taken place, in regard to

[(ommunication, the journey from Michigan to New
IM is easily accomplished in six days.

In 1820, a Government Expedition was sent into

lie western country, for the purpose of ascertain-

the natural advantages and productions. The

lieport is highly favourable to the fertility and capa-

llilities of Michigan. An extensive range of country

lipon the River and Bay of Saganaw, on Lake Hu-

Iidh, is spoken of, in terms of high admiration, for

|liie richness of the soil, and natural beauty of the

enery, and also as presenting uncommon induce-

ents to enterprising and industrious farmers and

sechanics, from its central and advantageous posi-

|lion for business. Saganaw Bay is about 60 miles

length, and 30 miles wide, with numerous fine

ids. It is 180 miles west of Detroit. Game is

BDtioned to be very abundant, consisting of deer,

r, brown rabbit, or hare, weighing about 6 tb,

tridge or grouse, pigeons, ducks, &c. Fox Ri-

{rer is also specially noticed as highly desirable for

ettlers, in regard to quality of soil, beauty, and lo-

u
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F ;\

cal indyant«g«s. It runs iinto the west end of Lai

Michig^,

I made out a rough estimate of a supposed it

vestment in Michigan, and having submitted it

the correction of competent judges, acquainted wit

the present state of the district, it may perhaps

useful to insert it, especially as it applies also

much of Upper Canada.

Price of 160 acres, at 1| dollar, is 200 dollars, or £45
Expense of seed, labour, (say 150

acres), and rail fence, at 6 dol.

lars, 900 ^ ^ 202 10

Harvesting, at 2 dollars, . . . 300 „^ ,^ 67 10

Cost of dwelling..house, stables,

&c, . , , . . 800 ^ ^ 180

2200 £495

f

fietums^—Produce of 150 acres (20 bushels per acre) I

bushels, at 1 dollar per bushel, . . , £675
DeduQt . 495

£180 clear, i

The dollar is taken at 4s. 6d. No allowance

made for maintenance, and it may be said that

expenses are underrated. The above estimate, Ik

ever, is given upon pretty good data, and as tl

settler \vdi certainly repeat the wheat crop for

least one or two seasons more without any deterij

ration, and becomes, likewise, free owner of

and houses, he may afford to double or treble tli

item, or to take a smaller return per acre, or a lowj

price per bushel, and still be very well off.

return was stated to me at 25 or 80 bushels per aci
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L in average, and a dollar wai the price gfiren latt

liMSon without any particular excitement. The

UnKfi are of a superior description, the dwelling-

IkMief being supposed to contain seven or eight

with kitchen and other domestic offices at-

A good deal of discussion took place before the

ition Conmiittee, upon the probability of set-

being able to refund a portion, or the whole, of

I rams advanced by Government on their account.

Id there be any foundation at all for the state-

Dt I have here given, it is abundantly clear that

rWilmot Horton's expectations on that head may
irery easily realized.

\Jb» tide of emigration is at present setting very

ng into Michigan. It is stated in the Detroit

irier of 26th May last, ** that the sales of public

ilsQp to 5 o'clock yesterday, amounted to 20,700

Dan I On two several days they exceeded 5000

;

day, 5600. The total amount in this district

Be, since the 1st of March, is 48,727 dollars."

Tke cotton-plant, the grape-vine, the sweet potato

jCirolina, tomato, and the egg-plant, were all suc-

ly cultivated last year *.

[The period cannot be remote when pauperism

; become an object of anxious investigation, as

idy is of deep solicitude to every wellwisher of

ieonntry, and must be followed up with measures

• Appendix, No. 1,

u2
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of energy and decision adequate to the political

moral importance of the subject. ;

While it may well be esteemed a dubious polil

to pamper population by any permanent system]

encouragement, few thinking minds will deny t)

the existing pressure, (whether it be an actual exc

or not), ought to be forthwith removed, and with
|

farther delay than the discovery of a safe and pi

ticable vent may require.

Whether we contemplate the mass of wretch^

ness and sickening hopelessness in which thousa^

of Wbll meaning labourers and artizans are at

moment plunged, or the absorbing demands wl

their necessities occasion, by the amount of pa

rates, all must concur in the anxious wish, that sc

remedy may ere long be devised. We have writ

and said so much upon this subject, that, from

very attempts to throw in light, it has become

vellously mystified and confused. Neither is it

be concealed that considerable and conflicting

culties exist, though it is believed und hoped, n\

which patient investigation and a liberal policy

not overcome. It may be reasonably assumed,

parishes distressed by rates will readily concur

fair and final composition, which is to free them fi

a heavy and a growing annual charge. Governmj

on the other hand, by receiving such funds,

making simple and economical arrangements,

not only relieve the pressure at home, but will

confer happiness and independence upon those

have unhappily occasioned the distress. Neii
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it seem necessary to open the public purse for

[desirable object ; on the contrary, by a judkcious

ction of settlements, and reserving lots of Govem-

Dt lands adjoining those devoted to emigrants,

re can be little doubt that, in a few years, con-

erable sales may be effected. The man who finds

Qgelf and family comfortably and conveniently

Jed upon fifty or an hundred acres, will ere long

twilling and able to pay for a like quantity, which

I been left idongside of his farm, and in this way

^reniment may be amply reimbursed.

In regard to the question of place, Upper Canada

raid seem, on many accounts, to be most appro-

jriate ; nor can I bring myself, for a moment, to put

gmania. New Holland, See. in competition, how-

high the eulogiums which my respected friend

Editor of the Journal of Agriculture has passed

Australasia. A pestilential and impure moral

Dosphere hangs over these colonies, which will

qiiire a very long period to dispel ; and although

can be certainly best e£Fected by a wholesome

sion of character from home, it must prove a

iry sacrifice to those individuals who undertake

I task. The climate, the soil, the accessibility of

orth America, with various other circumstances,

er nearly an assurance of success. The experi-

ents hitherto made by Government, in those colo-

although far indeed from having failed, might

linly have been conducted in a more satisfactory

economical manner.

The settlers sent out by Government have been

r<-.jiA%jiiif'-ji^^-'-.^..-.^.^^-i\iM^
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\^

of that clasB which conld contribute nothinir bi

manual labour, and the transaction must necesgari]

assume a very di£Ferent aspect; if parishes are callc

upon to bear a principal part of the expense. Settli

ments have been established also in a manner m
quite judicious. They have been dropped too roue

at random, and at remote distances from each oth«

deprived of all the comfort and support which

more concentrated system would have produced.

It is obvious that, in dealing with our dead weigl

of population, two classes must be formed, viz. the

who cartf and those who rannot, bear a certain portic

of the necessary expense of removal. With the fii

of these descriptions of emigrants it will not be vei

difficult to make suitable arrangements, and as to t^

lattbj*, there can be no doubt that much good.may

attained by the establishment of an honourable

active agency in Canada, to ascertain and register t]

wants of the colonists, or public works, in regard

servants, artizans, and labourers, to receive and hi

band any small funds which the emigrants may pc

sees, and generally to supply a link in the chaii

which is at present assuredly wanting. In this waj

communications might be made to the mother cou^

try of the probable supply required for the ensuii

season, and much distress and disappointment pi

vented. It may be said that Government has,

this time, emigrant agents in Canada, and such

truly the case. But these gentlemen are engaged

mercantile pursuits, and are in many respects dij

qualified for establishing that connection between i
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lilooistM and emigrants, which, it is thought, may

llfgdvantageously procured.

To Home men, and those too of no ordinary stamp,

Ifigration, under any modification, is an object of

imay. Viewing it as palpable encouragement of

11,
which it professes to remove, they cannot be

need to countenance it. It may be doubted, bow-

er, whether theory is not carried by such econo-

ste rather too far ; and it is not unreasonable to

s, that, by taking off the surplus which so many

tions of our land present, a better system might

I
introduced in regard to parish paupers, leading or

upelling the people to adopt that moral check,

ch sound politicians and moralists agree can alone

ctually preserve the labouring classes in a whole-

state of numbers, and tend to apportion the

pply of hands to the labour which is provided to

done. The system of removing paupers to Ca-

bas been already partially adopted by some

^lish parishes, and I had a personal opportunity

witnessing the inadequacy of the arrangements,

re^rd to a large party in Somersetshire, that

riyed in Quebec, while I was there,—I think there

ere one hundred and fifty, seemingly of the class

agricultural labourers, and they were under the

of a respectable parish overseer, whose duty

kwss to have justice done to them on board ship,

to land them at Montreal. There, they were to

absolutely cast a-drift, each man receiving L.4;

It no arrangements having been contemplated for

ting them, or for providing work, they would
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very quickly be relieved of their cash by the tavei

keepers, and left destitute, a heavy burden to thei

selves, and a nuisance to the province.

Had the money been secured and judiciously ei

pended, it would have sufficed to place them in cor

fort and independence. Some weeks after, I mt

with several of these poor fellows, in the Uppc

Province, wandering about in search of service

employment.

In this case, the fault lay in the system, not in tl

emigrants; but there are innumerable instance

where the emigrant has only to blame himself f(^

failure and disappointment. The history of a Yorl

shire farmer and his wife, who returned to Brita^

in the same packet with myself, will, in some degre

illustrate this position. An unmarried uncle, wl

had emigrated to America, returned to England, f<^

the purpose of realizing a legacy, and gave such

counts of Michigan (for it was in that land of pr^

mise the scene lay) as to induce this man and hj

wife to emigrate also, about two years ago. He wi

a stout, steady looking man, in the prime of life

* he wife seemed very little calculated for encoimte^

ing any hardship. Upon conversing with him,

found him totally ignorant of the distinguishii

features of Michigan. He said land was " fa

enough ; that his uncle offered him eighty acres

himself, but that it was not worth having ; it wi

no farmf it was all taildf and a loghouse (the wij

added) just fit for pigs." The uncle then propos

• App. No. 2.
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to him to work his made farm, on sliaref , by which

lie would have had one-half to himself ; but neither

did this suit his expectations. " He said that was

merely to make him toil like a slave^ when his uncle

fould live like a gentleman ; he had never been a

lervant to any man, and he would not begin in

America, if he could find bread in England."

In short, a child died, the wife took a disgust at

the country, and here he was on his way home, after

ipending time and money to no usefnl end. 1 am

not sure but there was a little of diamond cut

diamond in the family adventure, and that, while the

ancle perhaps looked on the nephew, as a likely fel-

low to manage his farm in Michigan, the other had

been making some shrewd speculations upon the

legacy of L. 1000, which had given immediate rise

to the emigration.

And now comes the important question for indi-

ridual consideration, ^* Is emigration expedient or

not?" This must be decided by circumstances, and

evdry man must judge for himself. Of this, how-

ever, I think there can be no doubt, that either the

moderate capitalist, or the frugal, sober, and indus-

trious labourer or artisan cannot fail of success.

Fortunes will not be rapidly or even readily acquir-

ed ; but it must be the settler's own fault if he does

not enjoy, in large abundance, every solid comfort

and enjoyment of life, and rear around his table even

^forest of " Olive plants,'* without one anxious

thought regarding their future destination or pro-

Tision.
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APPENDIX.

No. I.

TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN.

[From a email Tract ofgood authority, puMtshed in the States.]

MicuiOAN Teeritory is bounded east and north by ths

National boundary line which separates it from Canada, west

by the Mississippi river, and south by Illinois, Indiana, and

Ohio. It is governed by a Governor, and Legislative Council,

composed of 13 members : the former is appointed by the Pre.

ddent of the United States, with the advice and consent of the

Senate, and holds his office during their pleasure ; but the lat-

ter are elected every two years by the people ; compose one

House only, and are allowed to hold two sessions a-year, not ex-

ceeding thirty days each. The Territory is represented in Con-

gress by a Delegate^ chosen once in two years, who is entitled to

the same pay as a member of the House of Representatives ;

but is not allowed to vote in that body. The expenses of the

government of the territory was paid by the United States ; but

the town and county charges are defrayed by a direct tax.

Popukitvm.—It is estimated by the most com^ietent judges, to

contain, at present, about 35,000 inhabitants. Its rapid and m-
creasing tide of emigration is such, as to induce the belief that

she is shortly destined to be admitted to an equal rank among
the political stars which adorn the American constellation.

Her present growth and increasing importance, may be measu-

ably attributed to the enterprising, active, and energetic talents

t. her present chief magistrate, Lewis Cass, whose personal

exertions and enlightened policy, has not only fitcUitated its

settlement^ but tended in a great measure to develope its va-

rious resources. That part of the territory inunediately border-
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ing upon lakes Erie, St Clair, Huron, and their connwtinff

waters, is in general rather level, somewhat deficient in good

water, and for the most part heavily timbered. But aa you ad.

vance in the interior, it becomes gently undulating, until it

terminates in rolling, heavy timbered land, of the first quali.

ty, interspersed with oak openings, plains, and occasionally

prairies.

The Plains are frequently covered with such a regular, beau-

tiful, and thrifty growth of timber, so free from underbrush, a^i

to wear the aspect of a cultivated forest.

They are more easily improved than the heavy timbered land,

and produce full as welL

The Openirtgswce often rather deficient in timber, though tbey

are not unfrequently skirted with plains, or contain patches

of woodland, from which an ample supply may be obtained,

not only for fuel, but for building, fencing, and all other farm.

ing purposes, ifused with economy. They usually require but

little, and sometimes no labour to prepare them for the plou^,

three or four yoke of cattle are found to be amply sufficient to

break them up the first time, after which they are cultivated

with nearly as much ease as old improved lands. They are found

to be excellent for wheat, to improve by cultivation, and usual,

ly to produce a good crop <^ com the first season.

The Prairies generally support a heavy growth of grass, are

free f^om timber, and may be divided into two classes. One is

called Dry, and the other is denominated Wet, Prairies. The

form^ possess a rich soil, are easily cultivated, and generally

yield in rich abundance almost every kind of produce which

might be expected to flourish in 42* north latitude, especially

those on St Joseph*s river. And the latter often prove service.

able, not only in affording early pasture, but in supplying the

emigrant with the means of wintering his cattle ; and may,

with a little labour, frequently be made to yield an abundant

supply of excellent hay. The interior of the territory is well

watered with rivers, creeks and small lakes ; many of which

contain an unusual quantity of fish. There are several salt-

springii, which have not yet been tried nor improved, situate in

different parts of the territory, all of which have been reserved

by the United States ; but it is not certain that any of them

iK-^t:it:ii-iJf^iJ^^dL.\iii^]Atj..r>:-.^lt'-.:^-U. '. A^'^.;(.'jLu.->bL;;
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fill prove very valuable ; yet it is more than probable, that by

lioring a number of feet, the water would improve, and might

jDflome cases at least, not only justify the erection ofextensive

rorka for the manufacture of salt, but prove also a source of re.

renue to the United States, as well as afford to the manu&c.

I

turer, the means of accumulating wealth.

The surveyed part of the territory is laid out by the United

I

States into townships of six miles square, which are divided in-

to 36 sections or square miles, containing each 610 acres. These

ire subdivided by imaginary lines, into quarter and half quar.

her sections; the latter of which contain each 80 acres,

is the smallest quantity sold by the United States, and may,

II vrell as the lai^er tracts, be selected by the purchaser.

Though there is a small tract of land which proves rather un-

healthy at the mouth of Huron, Saginaw and Rouge rivers, as

veil as at the mouth of Brownstown and Bwan Creeks, owing to

the sluggishness of the water at the outlet of these streams

;

hret the climate of the surveyed part of the territory is not on-

ly miid but healthy, lying between iV 39", and 42** 34' north

latitude. The air is salubrious, and the water generally pure

I
md wholesome* The soil, which produces in rich abundance,

I

vheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, beans, Indian com, and potatoes,

as well as all kinds of vegetables, usually cultivated in the same

latitude, consists of such a variety, that it cannot fail to suit

I the choice of almost every person in the pursuit of agriculture.

Fruit of course^ has not yet been tested in the interior, for the

vant of time, except peaches, which do exceedingly well ; but

ifl may be permitted to draw an inference, from the quality of

tbe various kinds which grow in great abundance on the French

plantations, along the margin of Detroit river, as well as on

other parts of the great chain of navigable waters, then I pre-

Aime I shall be allowed to say, that the soil of Michigan is equal

if not superior, for the production of fruit to that of any state

In the union. The pear-trees along this river, which were plant-

led in the early settlement, by the French, areVemarkably lai^e,

hery tall, and extremely thrifty and beauti^l ; and bear a most

I

delicious fruit, which generally sells from two to four sliillings

per bushel. Apples, at Detroit, vary from twelve to fifty cents,

and may generally be procured by the bushel, for the latter
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price, even in winter. Cider in tlie fall is from one and a lialf

to two dollars per barrel, for the juice. Currants, blackberrie8,|

black and red raspberries and cherries, bring from three to|

four cents per quart ; though the earliest of tliese, us well a«|

whortle berries and strawberries, command sixpence. Plums!

are scarce, because they have not been generally cultivatcu I

though they are likewise found to do well.

The emigrants to the territory are mostly enterprising, Indus.

trlous formers, who from not being allowed to purcliase the land

on a credit, thereby become immediately the real owners of the

soil, and being free from debt, bid fair to become wealthy citi-

Eens. They are mostly from the western part of New Yorkl
though many are from the New England States. Every State

contributes more or less, and Ohio, for the last two years, not

a few. The price of unsold wild land is fixed and uniform, beJ

ing D. 1. 26 • per acre ; the terms ready money, and the title

indisputable, as it comes direct from the United States, under

the seal of the President. The richest, most fertile, and perJ

haps more beautiful part of the territory, is generally thought

to be acyacent to the St Joseph^s river and its various branches

;

which, f^om present appearances, bids fair to become s|)eedily

settled ; settlements began to form on it, a year before it was

offered for sale. It only came in market last May, and sucli

has been the influx of emigration to this part of the territory^

that the legislature in October last following, formed twelve

new counties, mostly thereon, and organized two of that numJ

ber. This part of the territory possesses several copious mill.]

streams, particularly Hog Creek, the Dowagiake, Christianna

Pigeon, Crooked and Portare rivers, a few of which have al-j

ready been improved, by the erection of saw and grist mills.-

The climate of this part of the territory, though mild, is appa

rently more subject to wind than the valley of the Ohio river^

The prevailing winds is the south-west, and as it crosses a lar

tract of prairie country in Illinois and Indiana, comes here witli

much force, and in winter is somewhat piercing. ConsiderJ

able snow falls, nevertheless it is very favourable to wheat, ryej

potatoes, and turnips; and though not very adverse, yet not 80^

congenial as the valley ofthe Ohio river, to southern com, an(|

« 08. 7id. sterling.

SLJl^Aii'ttL^iikli^id^^i^iAlrO-iii^^^
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L more tender grains and esculcntfl. Fruitii, of cnurHe, have

liotyet been cultivated here, except a few apples and peachcH,

hrthe French, which appear to do well.

The Prairies in this quarter are of the richest soil, and may
L ploughed in two days after the front leaves the ground in

lie spring. They usually produce 30 or 40 bushels of wheat

jtiieacre ; and from .30 to 80 of corn iiave been raised from

lihesame quantity of ground, in all the prairies that have as

Ifet been occupied i 400 acres of corn were cultivated on Beard-

liey's prairie last year, which having been improved the year

llefore averaged 50 to the acre. These prairies not unfrequent-

|1t produce 30 or 40 bushels of com to the acre the first season,

Ifithout being ploughed or hoed after planting. The surveyed

Ijirtof the territory is divided into two United States' land dis-

Ijicts, containing each one land-ofiice t one of which is situate

|il Detroit, the other at St Joseph's. The seat of government

rthe territory is the city of Detroit. It is pleasantly situa-

I on Detroit river, between Lakes Erie and St Clair, about 25

i from the former, and 7 from the latter, in latitude 42° 1 iV

liortli, and longitude 6° 10' west from Washington city, con-

lloning at present about 2500 inhabitants, many of whom are

iFrench. It is daily improving, and is destined to be one of the

iDOst important ports on the north western frontiers, not only on

xount ofthe safety and commodiousness of its harbour, but also

li consequence of its extensive inland commercial advantajres,

[lit possesses steam-boat and sloop navigation to Buffalo, Sault

[jeSte, Marie, Michilliraackinac, Green Bay, and Chicago.

PiAlic Buildings.—It contains a court-house, jail, academy,

uciUhouse, and two banks ; a Presbyterian, an Episcopalian,

Kethodist, Baptist, and Catholic church ; an arsenal, maga-

ne, and commissary store-house. The rivers Grand, St Jo-

pii, Raisin, Huron, Clinton, Rouge Kalamazoo, and Shiawas-

,
interlocking in different parts of the territory, not only ir-

ate the country in a beautiful manner, but offer unparalleled

ducements forcanalling, and with comparatively but little ex.

e, as there would be no mountains, nor probably rock

ata, to cut through. It is already in contemplation, by means
ftheOrand River, and Clinton, or the St Joseph's and Raisin,

)open a water communication across the Peninsula, by means

X
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of a canal, which would terminate at Detroit or IMonroe
; an]

probably at no very distant period, it will not only be under

taken,but will be accomplighed in such a manner, as to accommc

date both these places in this respect. A company was incor

porated by an act of the Legislature last fall, under the title

the " Summit Portage Canal and Road Company," with a ca

pital of D. 10,000, to be divided into 1000 shares of D. 10 eat!

for the purpose of cutting a canal west of Lake Michigan, t\

connect the Fox and Ouisconsin rivers, at what is usually tern

ed the Portage of the Ouisconsin, and to construct a turnpikJ

road on said Portage, parallel to said canal ; and also to cor

struct another turnpike road from the lower extremity of thJ

rapids of the Kaukaunin, on the east side of Fox lliver, on thj

most direct and eliglblo route, to Winnebago lake, and for thJ

erection of piers, wharfs, warehouses, and other public built

ings and improvements, in and about said canal and turnpike

for commercial purposes. Michigan extends at present wes

to the Mississippi river ; but it is expected the territory wil

shortly be divided, and a new territory set off west of Lak^

Michigan, and organized by the name of Ouisconsin or Huron

—Thisterritory was originally owned and occupied by emigrant

from France, consequently the old inhabitants or first settler

are mostly French.

Wayne County contains about 7000 inhabitants, manj

of "'hom are French. Its seat ofjustice is Detroit. Hamtranck

Deti lit, and Springwells. These towns, which lie in the north!

east part of the county, border on Detroit river, and are rathej

level, and but poorly supplied with water. The northern part

the two latter is somewhat broken by marsh and wet prairie ; biij

near the centre of Springwells is a tract, containing some exj

cellent arable land not yet entered, lying within from 6 to 1(

miles of Detroit, where a new settlement has recently beenformj

ed, and through which a road has lately been opened, leadin/

from Detroit to Farmington. The towns of Pekin, Nankin, and

Plymouth, are well supplied with water by the River Rouge an^

its various branches, which afford several eligible mill sites, anj

which have already been advantageously improved by the ereij

tion thereon of saw and grist mills. Pekin is heavily tinibcrj
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^ irith white and black ash, white and black oak, beech, maple,

Ld sugar tree. The land is rolling, and the soil rich atid fer-

lik,
consisting of sand, loam, and some claj. The northern and

guthem part of the town of Nankin has much the same appear-

luce as Pekin, though the soil is more sandj, and requires less

luwur to cultivate it ; yet it yields quite as well, but the mid-

Ifie is plains and openings, of an inferior quality of soil. Ply-

laouth has likewise a similar appearance to Pekin, though the

iMrthem part is more rolling, yet even here the timber is the

liDie, with the addition of black walnut ; but the soil is generaU

llrof a superior quality.

Hurwi.—This town is watered by a delightsome river, of the

lime name, whose waters are very transparent and abound with

liih. It runs through the town diagonally, exhibiting in many
Ijiices rich bottomed lands, often bounded on one or both sides

lirhigh sloping banks, and not unfrecjuently skirted with beau-

\M. plains. Though a great portion of this township is rather

titute ofrunning streams, yet the soil in general is fertile, and

|ithe most part easily cultivated. The eastern part is oak

lenings, and plains of a good quality, interspersed with groves

[/heavy timber, which often contain a small black ash swamp,

sometimes a wet or dry prairie ; but the south part is ge-

ally heavily timbered with white and black ash, white oak,

ech, and maple, with occasionally a white wood. The south-

st comer is low land, and contains a large wet prairie.

\Brownstown is watered by the Huron River, Muddy and

Dwnstown Creeks. The north-western part of this town is but

«rljr watered, and exhibits alternately oak openings, plains

1 prairies, occasionally interspersed with groves of heavy tim.

The south-eastern part is rather level and heavily timber-

exeept small tracts at the mouths of the Huron River

I Brownstown Creek, whitrh consist of prairies that are more

inundated with water.

\MoHtgiiagon—This town embraces Gross' Isle, and is situate

I Detroit river. It is gently undulating, possesses a fine quar-

^
of limestone, and a rich soil, supporting a thrifty and heavy

th of white oak, hickory, beech, maple, white and black ash.

IMoxROE CouKTY contains a population of about 4000,

x2
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many of whom are French. There are three villages in thi

county, namely, Monroe, Frenchtown, and Port liawrencc

The first of these, which is the Seat of Justice for the count}

is a flourishing village, situate on the lliver Kaisin, about sii

miles from Lake Erie, and thirty-six south from Detroit. Th^
United States' turnpike, from the latter place to the Ohio Stat

line, passes through it, and here was situated the banlc

Monroe. It possesses an ample supply of water-power for pro

pelling hydraulic machinery, a part of which has already beeJ

converted to the use of saw and grist mills, as well as to thj

use of machines for carding and dressing cloth.

The United States have made a survey of Plaisance Baj

Harbour, at the mouth of the river, with a view of improvin]

the same. Monroe is now the second village in the peninsul

as regards population ; and should they succeed in forming
i

good harbour at the mouth of the river, as it possesses wate

power, it may yet equal, if not rival Detroit. This county i|

generally well watered : the north-eastern part is rather leve

and heavily timbered ; but the western and southern part

rolling land, alternately abounding in prairies, openings,

heavy 'proves of timber. The soil of this county is uniformlj

rich, i> id of a very superior quality.

Washtenaw County contains about 4000 inhabitant

who are, with a few exceptions, Americans. Its Seat of Ju^

tice is Annarbour, a village of five years growth, situate on th

River Huron, forty miles west of Detroit, containing aboii

ninety dwelling-houses. Ypsilanti, the second village in tli

county as to population, is likewise situate on the Huron, aboij

ten miles below Annarbour, at the place where the Unite

States turnpike, from Detroit to Chicago, crosses the same.

This county contains twelve mercantile establishments, thrd

distilleries, one fanning-miU fiictory, one pail-factory, one guj

smith, one waggon-maker, five flouring mills, thirteen

mills, and two machines for carding and dressing cloth,

abounds in select and common schools, and contains many mj

chanics. Its surface is gently undulating and beautiful

;

its soil prolific, consisting of a deep black sand, loam, and sob

clay. It exhibits, in succession, beautiful prairies, oak opej
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injp, and heavy groves of timber, consisting of white, red, and

black oak, beech, walnut, whitewood, bass, elm, maple, and

butternut, interspersed with almost all other kinds that usu-

I

illy grow in 42* of north latitude, evergreen excepted. The
River Huron, of liake Erie, meanders through the centre of it

I

nortii and south ; is navigable for boats and rafts to the liake,

ind with its several branches waters the middle ; the head wa-

ters of the Shiawassee, the North, and the rivers Raisin and

Saline and their branches, the south part of said coimty. It

his numerous and extensive water privileges for facilitating

manufactures.

Macomb County contains about 2500 inhabitants, a con-

I

liderable number of whom are French. The north-eastern and

eastern part of this county is in general rather level, and for

the most part heavily timbered : yet it is sufficiently uneven

to drain off and leave no stagnant waters ; but the western part

is rolling land, somewhat broken, being very hilly and uneven,

I

ind consisting of oak openings, plains, and some prairie land.

The plains are remarkably free from underbrush, and are,

1 well as the prairies and openings, very rich and fertile, pro-

ducing not only wheat, but every other kind of grain in rich

ibundance. The Clinton River, together with its numerous

tributaries, irrigate this county in a beautiful manner. It

possesses advantages over many of the peninsular counties, on

iccount of its proximity to the great chain of navigable waters.

It fronts on Lake St Clair, and the River Clinton, which runs

through the entire county, nearly in the centre, may easily be

rendered navigable for batteaux, as high up as Rochester;

ind for the accomplishment of which, a company has already

[been formed, and were incorporated last fall, by an act of the

[islature. This river is now navigable to Mt. Clemens, for

I

vessels of considerable burthen ; and when the obstructions at

the mouth of the river are removed, for which object an appli-

Ication has been made to Congress for an appropriation, then any

ressel or steam boat on the lake may come up to the village, a

[distance of six miles, by water.

This county is very well supplied with water-power : it has

Inow in operation seven saw-miUs, and two grist-mills, and em-
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braces four stores, three distilleries, two asheries, and six black.

smith shops. Its Seat of Justice is Mt. Clemens, a tlourishini

village situate on the Clinton River, at the place where the

United States road from Detroit to Ft Gratiot crosses th«

same. It lies four and a half miles from the lake, by land, and

twenty north-eastwardly irom Detroit.

Washington.—This township lies in the northwest comer

the county, and consists principally of oak openings and plainsJ

though it has seme prairie land. The openings and plains are

extremely free from underbrush, and prove to be excellent fof

the cultivation of wheat. The south part is rolling land, exh\\

biting a rich, and for the most part a sandy soil, though it ig

sometimes composed ofsand and loam intermixed ; but the nortl

part is what is commonly called broken land, being very hill)

and uneven, and not unfrequently exhibits granitic boulder

in great plenty.

Shelby and Ray»—These consist principally ofgently undulat^

ing and heavy timbered land, interspersed occasionally with oak

openings. They are well watered, and possess a very productiv(

soil.

Harrison.—This township is in general rather level, and the

north part, though somewhat swampy, is susceptible of bein^

converted into excellent meadow.

Clinton.—Thistownship possessesgenerally a rich soil, is heavi^

ly timbered, and embraces a marsh or wet prairie of considerable

extent on its eastern border adjacent to the lake shore, the

greater part of which, however, if properly ditched, would

prove to be good natural meadow. The northern part of thel

town is gently undulating, and well supplied with water, of

which the southern part is too deficient, being rather level.

Oakland Coukty contains about 6000 inhabitants,

American. It has three villages, each with a mill on theii

borders, namely, Pontiac, Auburn, and Rochester ; the iirst

of which is the Seat of Justice for the county, and is situat

twenty-eight miles northwest of Detroit on the Clinton RiverJ

where the United States road from Detroit to Saginaw crosses

the same. This county presents a great variety of soil, and upon I

examination, will be found to suit the choice ofalmost every per..
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«Mi in the pursuit of agriculture. The llivers Clinton, llougc,

ind Huron, interlocking in diti'erent parts, extend their many

linnches, and irrigate the county in a beautiiul manner.

ffo^,..Whieh embraces townships one and two, south, in

j

nnge eleven east, is situate in the south-east quarter of tlu>

county, and is principally timbered land. Township 2 is en-

(irely of this description, is heavily wooded with black and

white walnut, linden, white, red, and black oak, and the westerly

kilf is of that description usually denominated rolling timbereil

lind, and in quality of soil is not surpassed by any in the ter-

ritory ; but township 1 is of that description called plains, in-

terspersed with marshes, and is of an inferior quality.

Bloom/ieid.—Th.ia township presents a variety ofsoU which may

I

bedivided into three classes,—oak openings, plains, and timbered

lind. The country in the neighbourhood of the lakes is oak

openings, not so good for grass, but producing wheat in rich

ibundance. I would mention, that two farmers in the vicinity

ofWing Lake, harvested 130 acres of excellent wheat the past

leason. The north of Bloomfield is of this description, but the

|iouth part is timbered land.

Pmtiao.—This town is generally oak openings of a good

I

quality, but inferior to the lands of Bloomfield.

Oa^/andL-—The south part of this town is timbered land with

I

I

rich soil, and the north part plains and openings of a good

I

quality.

The toMrnship of Troy is watered by a branch of the Rouge,

lind the branches of Red River which empty into the Clinton.

Uoomfield is watered by three branches of the Rouge, which,

neandering through the county, enable every farmer to partake

of their privileges. The townships of Pontiac and Oakland are

watered by the Clinton River, Faint and Stony Creeks, and the

atreme branches of the l.Turon. All these streams possess

great privileges for hydraulic machinery. Pontiac and Oakland

now contain twelve saw-mills, four flouring mills, three fulling

Bills, three carding machines, and one woollen factory. In

iBloomfield are four saw-mills, and one grist-mill. In Farming-

tong, two saw-mUls and one grist-milL Perhaps no country of

Hke extent, so level, possesses more water power.

.,_ .--^ frw.-'-r.^.-ti.



328 APPENDIX.

St Clair County possesses great commercial advantage
as it lies on the great chain of navigable waters. It is bounde
east by Lake Huron and the River Sin Clair, which separate

it from Canada ; south by Lake St Clair and the county

Macomb ; west by the counties of Macomb and Lapeer ani

north by Sanilac. Black, Pine, and Belle Rivers, Mill Creek

and their branches, as well as several smaller streams, wate

this county. The first of these streams is navigable for vessel

of considerable burthen, as far up as Mill Creek ; but Belli

and Pine Rivers are ascended only a very short distance i(

battoaux. This county is generally rather level, the easier

and southern part is gently undulating, rich, fertile, and mostlj

heavy timbered, though there is occasionally some prairie lan^

on the border of Lake St Clair, and along the southern niargiij

of Sin Clair River. The northern and western part of thi

county is comparatively of a light, and for the most part sandvl

soil, though tolerably productive, and interspersed with swamr

and low land. A great proportion of the timber in tliis quartej

is pine, though it is often intermixed with hard wood, and noj

unfrequently interspersed with groves of tamerack, in some in

stances with spruce, and often on the shore of Lake Huror

with red and white cedar.

There are now in operation in this county, several of th^

n. ost extensive saw-mills in the territory, which are constanth

engaged in manufacturing pine boards, planks, &c., and whid

together with shingles, constitute at present the principal artiJ

cle of trade in the county. And as lumber may be conveye

from this county by water to any port, not only on the grea^

lakes, but on their connecting waters, therefore the pine tlmbei

must ultimately become very valuable. Almost all the pinJ

now used at Detroit for building, comes from this county, as ij

is the only one in the surveyed part of the territory that ij

well supplied with this valuable building material. The Unite

States road from Detroit to Ft. Gratiot, runs through the centrd

of this county, and about twelve miles west of the village ol

Palmer, which is the Seat of Justice for the county ; and whicll

is situate at the junction of Pine and Sin Clair Rivers, abouj

twelve miles south of Ft. Gratiot, and sixty by water, north easj

of Detroit.
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St Jo8Eph*8 County is perhaps the best in the territory,

[loth as to water privileges and the fertility of its soil. It is

fitered by the St Joseph's River, and its various branches,

Inany of which afford numerous water privileges, particularly

Creek, Pigeon, Portage, and Crooked Rivers, which may

||ie considered copious and excellent mill.streams. A saw-mill

|bs already been put in operation on Crooked River, and several

|(<hers have been commenced on the same creek, and about

Ipgeon Prairie. The water in this county is uniformly pure

lind healthy, the climate mild, and the face of the country

jnoderately undulating ; consisting principally of oak openings

prairies. There is, however, a sufficiency of timber in it

Ijenerally, and from the Grand Traverse on the northwest side

lofthe River St Joseph's, as high up, 1 believe, as Portage River,

lis a belt of excellent timbered land, which is well supplied with

Inter. The principal prairies in this country are, Sturges,

ISottawa, Sepee, and White Pigeon. The first of these, Stur-

1^ Prairie, has a beautiful appearance, and is exuberant in

[fertility, but is not convenient for water, and but tolerably so

good timber ; a few families are located on it. Nottawa

jSepee, part of which is embraced within the Indian reserve, is

liD excellent prairie, and settlements have commenced on it.

iBut Pigeon Prairie is the most valuable one in the St Joseph's

liounty, as well as the most densely peopled, and perhaps it

jrlll not be deemed invidious to say it is the best settlement in

jthe St Joseph's county, whether we regard the number of its

Ibhabitants, or their intelligence and wealth. The soil of these

Iprairies may be considered equal to that of any land in the

Irnited States. The usual mode of cultivating these, as well

iall other prairies, in the vicinity of the River St Joseph's, is

Ito break up the soil immediately with the plough, at the same
Itime dropping the corn on the edge of the furrow, in such a inan-

JKr that it may be covered by the succeeding one, in this man-
CT without any other cultivation, they often produce from

liirtv to fifty bushels of corn to the acre the first se ison, though

bmetimes it becomes necessary to go through an^i cut down
Bme of the rankest weeds. The counties of Kalamazoo,
pallioun. Branch, Barry, and Eaton, and all the country north

¥ township 4, north ; west of the principal meridian, south

f^.

*
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of the county of Michilimackinac, and east of the line betwee

rar.ges twelve and thirteen west, and of Lake IMichican

attached to St Joseph's.

Cass County contains a population of about 2000, and

likewise watered by the St Joseph's River and its branchej

severjil of which afford good mill privileges, particularly tt

JDowagiake and Christianna, which are rapid and durabj

streams. A mill has already been erected, and is now in oner

tion on the Christianna, near Young't; Prairie.

The face of this county is similar to that of St JosephI

county ; though some part is undulating, yet in general it

level ; sufficiently uneven, however, to drain off, and leave

stagnant waters. The timber is principally oak, ash, eh

sugar-tree, cherry, black and white walnut, and hickorv, v/it

a variety of other kinds intermixed. The country is gcnerall

open, and you can ride with a wheel-carriaj^e ».hrough tl

woodland, with almost the same ease you can do over tl

prairies, beincr not in the least interrupted with underbrusl|

In ?very part of the county the roads are good. Though sor

parts of it are but thinly timbered, yet along the Dowagiakj

from its source to its mouth, there is a broad belt of excellei

timbered and very rich land, from one to several miles wide

also along the jpper portion of the Christianna, extending nort

of its source, and thence across to the Dowagiake, is a fine bel

of wood land. This county includes within its boundaries tl

following? prairies, namel}'. Four Mile, Beardsley, Townsendl

M'Kenny's, La Grange, Pokagon, ami Young's, besides severd

smaller ones, not, however, known by any particular nam^

The prairies here are of the richest soil ;—may be ploughed

two days after the frost leaves the ground in spring, and

quently produce thirty or forty bushels of corn to the acre, tl

first season, without being ploughed or hoed aftov plantuij

The three last mentioned prairies are conveniently situate

mill streams, and principally surrounded with heavy timber

land, bat they are nearly all taken up by purchasers. Toui

Mile Prairie is not so happily situate with regard to mills

timbered land ; but nevertheless is fast filling up. Frofl

thirty to eighty bushels of corn, and forty of wheat, are usu
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||r raised from an acre in all the prairies, where the soil has

lieen
subdued by previous cultivation. Kverv other kind of

as well as vegetables are produced in about the same

oportion.

Xbe only town yet laid out in this county is Kdwardsburj^h,

liich is the temporary county seat. It is situate on the bor-

rof Pleasant I^ake, and on the northeast corner of IJeardsley's

jirif. The United States road from Detroit to Chicago

ses through it, as well as the road from Ft Wayne to Poka-

jon, to Nile's, to Young's, and to Townsend's Prairies, and to

auillard in Indiana. All these places, except Ft. Wayne, are

ituate within ten miles of it. From the town Piatt, or village,

pi have a view, not only of the prairie, but also of Pleasant

Ice. The prairie is four miles in extent, and the lake covers

out 100 acres. Fish are abundant in all the streams and

nail lakes ; forty-three that would weigh from one to three

unds, were caught with a hook and line in Pleasant Lake by

10 persons in thirty minutes. The water in this lake is very

(ire; you can see the bottom where the depth of the water is

een feet. The country is healthy, several large families

ko settled here before the land was offered for sale, and who

ye resided here fcr three years, have not had a case of fever

any other kind of sickness, except what has resulted from

icident.

The counties of Berrien and Van Buren, and all the country

brth of the same to Lake Michigan, are attached at present to

ss count v.

Berrikn County, not organized, has in it a large propor-

m of superior timbered land, but has no prairies of much im-

iortance. The settlements in this county, though few, are

tattered along the river, and the population does not exceed

foty-tive families. But from the nature of the country, I am
Jined to believe it will be the most populous county on the

IJosieph's.

iThe rich timbered land, though now avoided for the prairies,

ultimate!' be in demand, and will afford many dense and

J^ellenr iiettiements. Through the timbered land in this

nty, run several small creeks, which, with their numerous .1114

m
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branches, afford an additional fonven1f>tiee Ut iht farmer m hi

he cannot enjoy in the prairies nor in th« \f»rrenii. JJesid

the heavy timbered and prairie land, ther^ »/« large tracts]

what are here called barrens, being of m l\0d nnM, compat
tively speaking, though tolerably productive. im4 whUh i

thinly covered with white and black oak, »()mt$lllim of stint

growth, but mostly ofa handsorne and nmiifit} ^^'/m. 'fhe soil of tj

barrens is generally a fine sand, m4)c«<i <h)^, ik*/^ye4 v'egetablJ

and sometimes gravelly, with here ari^ tJlmr<k a gr^ryu*:/- t/>iiW

The soil of the timbered land is of a 1(h>^ msAy n»ti»/e, u

with fertility, and eminently adapUd to rultu/* That of tl

prairies is nearly of the same nature, aft«Tr ^j^ *^A has bt en

duced by repeated ploughing. In tJw? tirrr^^red land we fii

white and black walnut, several kinds t/l ash, also oak, popl

lynn, beech, elm, hickory, sugar-tree, &c. The south-east pa

of this county is well supplied with water, and possesses se^

ral mill sites, some of which have already been improve

Ford's saw and grist miU, on the Dowagiake, have been

some time in operation. There is also a saw-mill just reacj

to commence operation at the mouth of the Dowagiake, ail

several others have been commenced on the same streai

There is but one village regularly laid out in this countj

which is called Niles. It is situate on the St Joseph's, a she

distance above the confluence of the Dowagiake with that riv(

The first framed house in it was erected in December lad

Next summer it is expected there will be considerable buildi

there. Last season, though there were no accommodation,
y|

by far the greatest portion of merchandize, &c., destined

the St Joseph's country, when conveyed by water, was landJ

there. Next spring will be built two warehouses ; there al

now two stores and a post-office. Post offices have been est

blished at the mouth of the St Joseph's, called Saranac,

Pokogon, south-west corner of town 6 south of ranges

west, at Lagrange in the middle of town six south of ran^

1 5 west, at Pigeon Prairie, at Sturges Prairie, and at the GraJ

Traverse.

Lapeer, SixiAWASsEE, and Saginaw—These counties a|

not yet organized, are attached to Oakland county, and eD

m^
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lyiced within the limits of the township of Pontiac. There are

L inhabitants in Lapeer, and but few settlers at present in Sagi-

Lv and Shiawassee. The face of these two counties is very

limilar to Oakland.

Saginaw—Is watered by the Shiawassee, Flint, Cass, Titti .

Lfassee, and Hare rivers. The most of these streams are

Lrigable for boats ; their junction form the Saginaw River,

lihich is navigable for sloops 20 miles to the village which

(tears the same name, and which is to be the seat ofjustice for

|iid county. The United States have established a canton-

Igent here, and laid out a road from this place to Detroit,

Ifhich is not yet finished. When this is completed, it is more

lian probable that it will settle as speedily as any county in

ie territory, as the soil is very favourable to agriculture.

Shiawassee—The soil of this county is rich, and the face

Itt'the country gently undulating, in some instances rolling, ex-

jiibiting oak openings and heavy groves of timber. The Shia-

Irasse River, which is a beautiful meandering stream, and navi-

||able for boats and rafts to the lake, with its several branches,

jiaters the middle and south-east part ; the head branches of

[Grand and Looking-glass rivers the south-west part ; and

jSfartz's Creek, the Flint and Mistegayock rivers, the north-

ast part of said country.

Calhoun.—This county is not yet organized, and isattach-

lid to St Joseph's. It is well supplied with water by the Kala-

Inazoo and St Joseph's rivers, and their branches. The Kala-

Itiazoo is a beautiful stream of pure water, quite rapid, but,

jjevertheless, navigable for boats from Lake Michigan to its

lilirks near the county line between this and Jackson. This

Iriver and its branches afford mill privileges in great numbers.

iThe soil in general is rich and fertile, and the face of the coun-

m moderately undulating, consisting principally of burr oak

Icpenings, which are frequently interspersed with prairies. In

jtlie south-west part of the county is a small tract ofpine timber.

Jackson. —1 his county is not yet organized, and is attach-

U to Whastenaw. The tcest-half of it is undulating, and con-

Nsts principally of burr and white oak openings, interspersed

I
f!

^^i

\

\
t
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h

occasionally with prairies. It abounds in springs, and possess

a tertile soil. The north^asfpart is heavily timbered, and sor

what intersected with marshes and small lakes. The soil hoi

ever, of this part is rich, and well adapted for meadow. Grar
River is an excellent tream of pure water, quick, vet na\

gable for canoes, from ^ junction with i^a south branch, (luH

through the county and to the Lake Michigan.

Kalamazoo.—This county is not yet organized, and is ai

tached to St Joseph's. The face of this county in general

moderately undulating, though sometimes rolling. It exhibi

principally burr oak openings, interspersed with rich ferti

and dry prairies, and not unfrequently intersected with grovd
of first-rate timbered land. The character of the soil is in gem
ral either a black sand or a rich loam. In the south-east to

ner of this county is an excellent tract of woodland, covere

with a heavy but beautiful grove of sugar maple. Gull am

Hound Prairies are the two largest in this county, and a

equal to any in the territory for beauty and fertility. Thi

first of these. Gull Prairie, is situate in the vicinity of a beauti

ful lake, as well as adjacent to the margin of a romantic cree

both of which bear the same name. This lake is about fou

miles long, and its waters, which are very transparent, are saii

to contain white fish. The creek is very rapid, and affords h)'

(li-aulic privileges equal to any in the territory. Prairie Rondej

which lies in the south-west part of the county, is about fou

miles broad, and is principally surrounded with woodland: neai

its centre there is a beautiful grove of timber, of about a mill

in diameter, consisting of sugar maple, black walnut, and hicko

ry. This county is well supplied with water. The Kalama

zoo River, which runs through it, is a rapid meandering stream,

yet navigable for boats. Its surface is frequently chequere

with islands, and its banks occasionally broken.

Branch.—This county is attached to St Joseph's. A large

proportion of it, particularly the southern part, is heavilv tiiiH

hei ed land, consisting principally of black and white AvalnutJ

sugar maple, white wood, lynn, and some other kinds in small^

er quantities. The Chicago road, which runs through the
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Jhem part oi" this county, passes principally through oak

laenings, which are occasionally intersected with prairies.

Hillsdale.—This county is attaci'ed to Lenawee. The

h part of it is piincipally oak openh.gs of a good quality,

it
the soi'.chem part is heavily wooded with sugar maple,

c wood, beech, black walnut, ash, &c. The face of this

nty is rather uneven, and the soil in general consists of a

^ black loam. The southern part is timbered land, and is

ivily wooded with sugar maple, white wood, beech, black

ut, ash, &c. This county is well supplied with water.

e St Joseph's of Lake Michigan, as well as che St Joseph's of

[lumee, the Grand River, Tifrin's, and the liiver Raisin, all

in this county, and with their numerous branches water

in a beautiful manner.

[Lehawee County contains at present about 1500 inhabi-

iits. The northern part of this county has much the same

earance as Whastenaw, but the southern part is principally

nbered land. It contains a tainerack wamp of considerable

[tent in the south-east corner, yet, notwithstanding the cha-

erof its soil and climate, is generally very inviting.

I

It is principally watered by the Ottawa Creek, Tiffin's and

lisin Ilivers, and their branches. It contains two villages,

ith with a mill on their borders, namely, Tecumseh and Adri-

i-the former of >v'hich is the seat of Justice for the county,

lis situate at the junction of I^andman's Creek with the River

jiaisin, and lies about 65 miles south-west of Detroit- For a

ription of Barvv, Eaton, and Ingham counties, which lie on

frand liiver and its tributaries, the reader is referred ^^ to

I following, which is copied from the Detroit Gazette, in

lich it first appeared inider the signature of " Pioneer.^''

Grand River empties into the east side of Lake Michigan,

»ut 245 miles south-westerly from Michilimackinac, and T5
Ith of the St .Joseph's ; and is between 50 and 60 rods wide

Itits mouth, and of suHicient d' pth to admit vessels drawing

htt'eet water. On its south bank, near its entrance into the

te. is an eligible situation for a town, the land being excel-
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lent, and gently inclining towards the north and west, irivii

at the same time, a fine view both ot the river and lake • b]
the opposite shore at the same place has a sandy sterile

pearance.

For about sixty miles up the river on the north side, the OtI
was hold possession. There arc between eight and nine hi

dred of these people living along Grand River and its tribut

ries, but many of their most populous villages are on lar

belonging to the United States.

This river is the largest stream that waters the west part I

the peninsula of Michigan, being 270 miles in length, its wir

ings included, and navigable 240 miles for batteaux
;

ceiving in its course a great number of tributary strear

among which are Portage, Red-Cedar, Looking glass, Solj

Maple, Muscota, Flat, Rouge, and Thom-Apple rivers,

of these, except the last named, put in on the right bank

tha Grand River. Its south branch rises in the open counti

near the sources of the Raisin, and, after pursuing a windi^

course of thirty miles, meets with the Portage River, whi|

comes in from the east, and intersects the above branch

town, two south of range one west.

Portage River, which has its course through a chain of lo

marshy prairies, is a deep muddy stream, about fifteen yar

wide at its mouth. Its branches interlock with those of t|

Huron of Lake Erie, and the Indians pass from the former ir

the latter, with their canoes, by crossing a portage of one mi|

and a half. It is probable, that, at no distant period, a car

will be constructed near the route of these two rivers, so as

afford a safe and easy inland communication between Lai

Erie and Miciiigan. The distance from Detroit to the niou|

of Grand River, by way of Michilimackinac, is 560 miles. Ti

route in the spring and fall is attended with much uncertainty

and, in case of a war with the English, the navigation of tl

Straits of Detroit and St Clair would be rendered doubly da^

gerous. These difficulties would be obviated by a communicj

tion by water through the interior. The land at the Porta

rises 40 or 50 feet above the level of the streams on each sidd

but a level prairie, two or three miles to the west of that pla(|

is said to extend from one river to the other.
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I

From the junction of tne Portage and 8outh branches, this

«r pursues a north-west course till it meets with Sotl-Maple

kiver, in town seven north of range six west ; receiving, in

distance, Ued-Cedar and Ijooking-glass liivers from the

Bt, and Grindstone, Red and Sebewa Creeks from the south

I
south-west.

I

Grindstone Creek, so named from a sandstone ledge through

ch it runs, empties into the ri\er about 20 miles below

I
mouth of the Portage branch. It is 80 miles long, afford.

r several good sites for mills, and runs mostly through an

en beautiful country • but is in some instances skirted with

ttoms of heavy timbered land.

I From the mouth of this creek to that of Looking-glasL River,

jiistance of 45 miles in a direct line, the (Jraiid River runs

ough a tract of timbered land, which is several miles in ex-

nt on each side, abounding in creeks and springs of excellent

er, and bearing a growth of maple, basswood, cherry, oak,

,
white wood, elm, black walnut, butternut, and some other

ds in lesser quantities. Below Looking-glass River, for 4()

r50 miles, tracts of open land are found along the banks, but

ensive forests immediately in the rear. 'J'he river bottoms

I from a quarter of a mile to one mile in width, and the tini-

r-lands are covered with a rank growth of rushes {Equiseium

mle), on which the Indians keep their horses during the

nter. It is found that cattle and horses do better on these

lies than when kept on hay ; and it would seem, from their

jiundance, that nature here intended them as a substitute for

It article. The surface of the land, after leaving the river

ittonis, is rolling ; and it rises sufficiently high to give rapidl-

fto the numerous creeks that so abundantly irrigate this part

ilhe country.

[Red-Cedar river is 35 yards wide, and puts in about niid-

By between Grindstone Creek and Looking-glass River. It

i in Whastenaw and Shiawassee counties, and can be ascend-

lin small boats 25 or 30 miles. A few miles below the

Buth of this stream is a ledge of sandstone, which forms a

endicular wall of 25 or 30 feet in height on each side of

'river. This ledge consists of square blocks of stone of a

Citable size to be used in building, and which are rendered
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more valuable, from the circumstance of their beiiiff on
banks of a large navigable river, which, with its tributaries

facilitate its transportation to various sections of the territi

A bed of iron-ore has been discovered in the northeast
of the river, immediately below this ledge , and, indeed rr

of the stones in the lower part of the ledge have a great rej

blance to blocks of cast iron,—presenting a rustv surface

dense, and, when broken, have, in a striking degree, the coi
and appearance of iron itself.

Four miles above the mouth of the Looking-glass Riv«
the village of P'Shimnaron (Apple Land), which is inhabj

by eight or ten Ottawa families, who have a number of enc

ed fields, in which they raise corn, potatoes, and other ved
hies usually cultivated by the Indians. The village rec^

its name from the Fyrus coronaria (Crab Apple) which

in great abundance on the rich bottoms of the vicinity. S<

wa Creek puts into the river on the south-west side one

above this village. It is about 20 miles long, sufficiently la

for mills, and, for the last four miles, is very rapid, with a

stony bottom.

Looking-glass River, which is about 40 yards wide, risej

Shiawassee county, and can be ascended in canoes almost to

source. The country near this river, for 15 miles above
j

mouth, is what may be termed lirst-rate timbered land
;

above that point, it is of an inferior quality, more open,

abounding in tamerac swamps and wet prairies.

It is about eight riiles by land from the mouth of IiOoki|

glass to that of Soft-Maple River, which is about (JO ya

wide at its entrance into Grand River. It heads in Shiawa

and Saginaw counties, and runs nearly a due west course u^

it unites with Grand River at the Indian village of Chi^

mishkene. This village consists of 25 houses, ar I ha

population of near 200 souls under the noted chief Cocoo

Here is about 1000 acres of bottom land, of a deep black

that has been cleared by the Indians, a part of which tl

still occupy as planting ground ; but the land at this village

well as that at P*Shimnacon, has been ceded to the Unit

States, and will, no doubt, in a short time, be occupied by I

industrious white population. There is a large trail ieadij
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pta this village, bj way of Shiawassee to Detroit, a distance

(130 miles.

Tile Grand River here changes its course ; and, with the

iitption of twelve miles in length, below Rouge Itiver, runs

r\y a west course, to Lake Micliigan.

Two miles farther down, is the entrance of Muscota River

Hiverof the Plaii s), which comes in from the north with a

j)i(l current, and is about 40 feet wide. The country

Biroiigh which it runs is but little known, as no lands have

len surveyed iv>rth of Grind River, below Soft-Maple.

It is eighteen miles by land from the mouth of Muscota to

at of Co-cob-au-gwosh, or Vlat River, with several consider-

liile creeks putting into Grand River, on each side, in the inter-

liate di tance. Ke-wa-goosh-cum's Indian village is situate

mediately below the mouth of Flat River, and consists of

[{lodges. It is supposed that the line between the United

atesand the Indian lands will intersect the Grand River

ar this place.

Flat River is a shallow stream, about 8 roods wide ; and,

J ascending, has a general course of north by north-east. Of
I country along this river, but little is at present known. It

ireported, however, to be of a hilly broken aspect, and ni my
laces near its source to abound in lakes and swamps. I'here

I a small lake that discharges its waters into this river, about

(miles above its mouth, in which it is said by the Indians

at white fish are found in great numbers,—a circumstance

at is rendered more extraordinary, from the fact, that this

has never been seen near the mouth of Grand River;

bhough it is often taken near the entrances of ir.ost of the

her tributaries of Lake Michigan.

It is 10 miles from Flat to Thorn-Apple River, which comes

J from the south, and, with its numerous tributaries, waters

[large extent of country. Its main branch rises in towns two

W three north of range three west, and, after running a wes-

irly course for more than 40 miles, it takes a northward direc.

bn, in which it continues until it empties into Grand River,

ithe south part of town seven north of range two west.

I There is a suitable proportion both of open and timber land

Dg this stream, and a great part of each kind may be termed

y2
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first rate. Two Indian villages are situated at llie distance

20 and 26 miles up this river, and another at its mouth undJ
the Ottawa chief Nong-gee. The last mentioned village is i|

habited by twelve or fourteen families, who are, bv far tl

most industrious and respectable bund that reside in that pa

of the country.

Ilouge River is 20 miles, including the meanderings, norti

west of Thom-Apple lliver. It is about 40 miles long, risit

near the sources of the Maskegon, and has its banks shaded

lofty forests of white pine. From this place to Muck-a-ta-sha

village, a distance of 12 miles, the Grand lliver pursues

south direction, after which it runs nearly a due west course

Lake Michigan.

Six miles above the mouth of the last mentioned inlet, is

rapid of 1 mile in length, where the river, which is liei

52 roods wide, is supposed to fall 25 feet The banks at iY

head of the rapid are not more than 4 feet above the lovel

the river, and they keep a horizontal level until you arrive

the foot of the rapid, where they are nearly 30 feet above tl

water ; and, consequently, afford convenient opportunities fJ

profitably appropriating a part of the river, by means of a cai\j

or sluice, to the use of mills or machinery.

There is a Missionary establishment at (the Thomas statioJ

this place, under the superintendence of the Uev. Isaac M''CoJ

who also has the care of the Carey station on the St Joseph]

The Mission family a^ prejent consists of a school teacher,

blacksmith, and two or three agriculturists. The school w^

opened in the winter of 1827, and now has about 30 India

children, who receive their board, clothing, and tuition, at tl

expense of the establishment.

There is a trail hading south-west from the rapids

the Kalamazoo River, and thence to the Rivers Raisin ar

Huron. Another leads directly to the mouth of Thorn-App]

River, a distance of only 10 miles on the trail, but 25 rouB

the curve of the river. The country, within this bend, excep

ing immediately along the river, is of a rough hilly charade

a great part consisting of oak openings of a barren appearanc

with a few scattering groves of white pine. Most ofthe laiij

however, in the neighbourhood of this tract, is of a good quj
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/, and timbered with all kinds that usupUy grow on rich al-

lluml soils.

There is a salt spring, 4 miles below the rapids, which rises

Lt of the ground about half a rnile from the river on the east

ide. The water is said to be, both as to quantity and quality,

jslficisnt to warrant the establishment of works for the manu-

jkturing of that useful article. Near this place is also a bed

Ijfgypsum, of a fine quality, which will, probably, in time, be

I )fgreat importance to agriculturists in many of the western

parts of Michigan.

i\[uck.a-ta-sha, or Blackskin's village, is 6 miles below \:he

lispids, and is situate near the bend of the river, on an elevated

(prairie. There is another village 20 miles lower down the

Iriver. From the rapids to the lake, a distance of 36 mile??,

Ithe river is no where less than 4 feet deep. The current at

lihe former place is too powerful to be ascended with loaded

lioats. The country along the river, for the first 15 or 20 miles,

jbove the lake, is generally level, and in many instances

|flpampy, with lofly forests of various kinds of timber, and bear-

ig an almost impenetrable thicket of under-growth.

The country, watered by the Grand River, consists of be-

\weexi 6300 and '/OOO square miles; and, considering its central

position in the territory,—the general fertility of the soil on

Ithe several branches ofthe stream,— the convenience ot a good

luid safe harbour at its mouth, together with its many other im-

portant natural advantages,—we may be fully justified in the

opinion, that it will, at no very distant period, become one of

the most important sections of Michigan.

No. II.

POTE REGARDING PAUPERISM IN ENGLAND, WITH
SOME Sl^GGESTIONS UPON EMIGRATION.

Ik the present alarming state of Pauperism, where it ap-

Ipears, from Parliamentary lleturns, that the amount of poor-

rates collected in England and Wales in 1831, was I^ 8,111,422,
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l)oing an increase of 8 per cent, on the preceding year sor

remedial measure must be forthwith attempted ; and,althoui

it may not at once prove a cure, emigration, it is suhmitte
holds out, at least, a fair promise of alleviation. This politic

measure has been powerfully advocated, and no lessstrenuoi

ly reprobated, by men of talent, philanthroj)y, and wort
While one assures us, that, by opening a channel for surnlJ

population, the only result would be to feed the disease •
tl

other party makes a powerful aj)peal to humanity and to sour

policy, in behalf of what must, in their view, augment the suij

of human happiness, and add to ihe strength and resources

the State.

England has been brought into her present dilemma froj

the abuse of her system of poor-laws. To provide for tl

really destitute is an obligation coeval with, and probacy ii

herent in, the social compact. AV'hen this salutary princijilJ

however, degenerates into a claim for support by healthy abli

bodied men, with teeming spouses and broods of children, it hi

comes a moral and a physical e"il of an appalling descriptioi

and is fraught with the most alarming consequences where

is recognised as the law of the land.

Taking it, as aamitted, that many parishes of England ar

sinking under this burden, and having in our remembrance tl

millions of rich and vacant acres which our colonies present,

merits serious inquiry, whether the capabilities of the one maj

not be made subservient to the necessities and means of tl

other, in a way productive of advantage to both

.

It is here unnecessai'y to designate (what may be a fairmatj

ter of choice) which of our colonies shall be preferred ; let

assume that Upper Canada has been selected. The primar

object in every scheme of emigration should be, to place th

emigrant on his new home, in the circumstances most readili

and permanently conducive to his own prosperity and to thj

common weal. It may be doubted whether this has, in mo^

cases, received due attention, and hence the failure of many i

plan. An important link would seem to have been hitheij

to awanting in the cham of emigration. An active and steadj

superintendence in the colonies to pave the way for emigrant

is still a desideratum, by which those scenes of misery and dia
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ointment, so freciuently occurring, might be materially (ii-

jiished or checked.

Ijlie benefits derived from the present system of emigrant-

ncy at the entry ports, would he essentially increased in

fious ways, by such a superintendency as is here contempla-

The demand for labourers and servants throughout the

vinces would be more correctly and systematically ascer-

ined. liOcations suited to existing circumstances would be

cted and provided, either upon government lands or else-

re, for parties of parish emigrants, as they might be recjuir-

||;and as parishes would benefit equally as government from

services of such an individual, the expense incurred

uld fall to be mutually ad^justed.

jlf a permanent and organized system of this nature should

Icarried into effect, the following ought to be the natural re-

llts. On the one hand, Government would secure a market

long our own sribjects for a large extent of land now absolutely

fiuctive, adding thereby both to the strength and wealth of

t colony, and augmenting the general resources of the State.

iidei? which, very considerable sums would flow directly

I the Exchequer from the sale of the lands. On the other

md, the parishes would shake off a burden, which may be fair-

[eDough said to perpetuate itself, and that at a cost (as will

presently shown) far short of bare subsistence to the pau-

I at home for a very limited period. It seems to have been

ficiently established, by Parliamentary inquiry, that every

uper, having a wife and three children under ten years

[age, will require an extra allowance of Os. per week, over

I above what the overseers can make by hiring out their

iir. L. 20 Sterling, therefore, is a moderate computation

[tiie annual expense to be incurred on account of each such

lily, for subsistence alone, without reference to the many ex-

Bive items of contested settlements, medical aid, &c., which

pre in every parish rate.

[Let us now endeavour to estimate the probable expense of

noving (say) fifty such families, and establishing them com-

ably in Upper Canada, including the purchase of 50 acres

[each family, and maintenance for 60 days after reaching

destination.

^1

i
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Freight of 100 adults from^England to Montreal, at L. 3, lOi. each, L. av) o
Do. of 150 children at L.l, ISs. each, .... Syj lo
Provisions for voyage of i50 days, at Is, per day adults, and at6d. pci

day for children, ...... 437 10
Price of .50 acres of land to 50 persons at Jo. per acre, . . 875 o

» Board in Canada for CO days, at Is. to adults, and fid. to children, 525

Implements and seed for 5 acres to each family suj.posed sufhcient to

support them, (say) . . . .
jr^, ^

Transport from Montreal to Upper Province, (say) . . |(,o „
Incidents, (say) ....... kh) ^

L. 2«00

In forming an estimate per contra^ let each male pauper 1

taken as a healthy man of the age of 40, (the great proportil

will be under) his chance of life by the Northampton tables

something above 23 years. In addition to this, it must be

membered, that, as a pauper declines in years, the expense

his parish will naturally increase. To prevent, however,

cavil, let the value of his life be taken only at eleven years
|

place of twerity-three.

Eleven years' cost of 50 families, at L.20 per annum eaoh, . L. 11,C

Deduct total expense of removal and establishment in Canada, 2,t{

Permanent saving,

These calculations may be objectionable in some particul

items, but, as a whole, it is believed, they are tolerably corred

Nor does the above sum, large as it is, fairly indicate the re

gain of the parish, for, it is plain, that by removing!; those paj

pers for whom no profitable employment could be found, mol

ample room is left for the labourers who remain, and ofwhom,
j

is reasonable to assume, that many would ere long have cor

upon the parish for aid, had no removal of others taken pi

It has been proved, that in parishes where there were perhai

100 labourers without work, the removal of 20 restored thedj

mand to a wholesome state.

Should a measure ofthis nature be adopted, a fair opportur

ty will be afforded of effecting some wholesome alteratioij

upon the poor-laws, and it does not appear how this can

brought about without relieving the existing pressure. Let tl

* It might be practicable either to provide employment with board for exp

ed emigrants, or to prepare their land, so that they might find it partly in crd

In either case this item wuuld be saved. Five acres in potatoes and maize woi|

tnalntaln a family for 12 months in abundance.
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lift' be restored to somewhat of its pristine and wholesome na-

|nire. I^et the aged and the destitute be carefully provided for,

jind let some power be reserved to meet any great or unexpect-

\ stagnation of employment, or of distress in the land ; but in

livery case where the pauper shall be able-bodied^ let the parish

liiave the right to propose emigration on a fit and proper plan, or

|to be absolv ed from all obligation to provide maintenance or

Ifork for vigorous and healthy men. This may stagger many.

La cruel alternative to the man w ho actually possesses at this

lliour his right of settlement as the law stands. Should some

luch enactment, however, not take place, all attempts t j cor-

jiect the evils of the poor-laws will prove futile and vain. And

lit should be borne in remembrance, that a party of neighbours,

|fith their wives and children, comfortably transfen'ed from «he

cord and squalid misery of English paupers, to the actual

l^ssion in fee simple of 50 acres of good land in a healthy

[tlimate, can scarcely be admitted to complain, with justice, of

[laving their interests neglected or their rights despised.

Should the views here stated be at all sound, it is surely a

[nattei' of serious import, in the present degraded and inflam-

atory state of our peasantry, once their country's pride, to

[ some arrangement on the plan suggested.

It would be a vain attempt, within the limits of this note, to

llouch upon the pauperism of Ireland, but it may be well to re-

aember, that, in relieving England of those agricultural la-

ourers who cannot find employment, a short breathing time

ay be taken to legislate for Ireland. The influx of Irish la-

irers has to some extent fostered the evil which exists, and

hich would experience a temporary alleviation by the remo-

1 of those English labourers from the market for labour. No
ubt this would soon be at an end, as the supply from Ireland

Irould soon become superabundant, and the tide would be roll-

back again whence it came. But, meantime, legislative

measures might be arranged either to provide for them at

ome, or to offer them emigration from proper Irish funds.

Let it always be had in remembrance, that emigration, as

ji corrective of pauperism, must ever prove nugatory, unless

smpanied by wholesome enactments for correcting the evil

^hich has called for its aid.

Adam Feugusson.

m
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The subject of the foregoing note would appear also to ha
engaged the attention of a Gentleman who has opened an e
tremeiy useful establishment in London, and who is at we
(I believe) engaged in preparing an extensive work upon
gration.

eni

AN ADDRE86 TO MAGLSTRATES, LANDOWNERS, AND
RATE-PAYERS.

Genbiial Colonial OpricB,
148 Leadenhall Street.

The object of this Address is to point out to Magistral

liandowners and Rate-payers, a novel, but easy and effecti

method of promotmg the emigration of paupers to tite Bi

tish North American Colonies.

The advantages of pauper emigration to those of the labou|

ing class who remove, as well as to those who remain at hor

—to the owners and occupiers of land in this country, as wc

as to persons of the same classes in the colonies, whose chij

want is the want of labourers—the unqualified and extensii^

benefits of pauper emigration—are at length so generally uJ

derstood, that upon this point it is unnecessary to say anoth^

word. Prejudice has been subdued by facts. Within the

year or two, the rate-payers of very many parishes have be

relieved by furnishing to the poor and the necessitous tl

means of obtaining an advantageous settlement in the Briti

colonies of North America; whilst every report from the

colonies acknowledges the reciprocal benefits experienced ftoi

the influx of laborious settlers. The natural result is, a genj

ral desire on the part of the labouring poor to obtain the mea(

of emigrating to Canada, and on the part of the owners

occupiers of land heavily burdened with poor rates, to afFoJ

to paupers the means of removal from misery, discontent, a^

temptation to evil courses of life.

But there yet remain some great practical difficulties in t^

way of extensive pauper emigration. The dependent poor i

willing, nay most anxious, to remove ; rate-payers are desiroj

to provide funds for the removal of paupers; shipowne

abound who are ready to convey poor emigrants to Canada,
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(03t which is trifling compared with that of maintaining

ipers at home : but there has not been established any sys-

latic method of enabling these three classes to co-operate

their common advantage. I^et us su])pose a number of

per families anxious to emigrate, the rate-payers of their

ib willing to promote their emigration, and a shipowner

10 would rejoice to obtain passengers in his ship which he is

t to dispatch in ballast ; still much trouble must be incur-

by the rate-payers in making a contract with the ship-

er and in placing the paupers on ship-board ; whilst, after

the security for the performance of the contract—for punc-

ty in the time of sailing—for the accommodation and due

iply of the emigrants during their voyage—and for such at-

tion to their wants on arriving in the colony as should en-

them to reap without delay the great advantages of emi-

is at best very imperfect. These are the difficultiesition

lich must be removed before pauper emigration can be con-

led with facility and satisfaction to all the parties concerned.

IId order to remove these difficulties—to facilitate, as much
Ipsible, the emigration of paupers at the cost of rate pay-

,

and above all to satisfy the benevolent that their humane
Bse will be strictly carried into effect, it appears to be in-

ensably necessary that a new occupation should be under-

bn by persons properly qualified to conduct it, viz. that

Iserving as a medium of communication between rate-payera

1 ship-owners, by contracting with parish-officers under full

onsibility, and with every security for the due performance

I the contract, for the removal of paupers either from their

nsh or from a given port, to a given destination in the co-

lies. In order to follow this occupation, the undersigned have

blished a " House of Agency for Emigration" in London,

ieyhave set on foot an extensive correspondence with the

lies of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-

I
and the Australasian settlements, whereby they will be

Med at all times to point out the settlement where the

Jtest demand for labour exists, and to which therefore, poor

mt labourers ought to be directed : whereby also they

possess the means of procuring advice and assistance to

emigrants on their arrival at the colony to which they
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may be destined ;—and they now pnipoae to enter iiUo conlrn

with parish-officers and others for conducting the eniiirratl

of paupers. The terms of such contract are specified belt

and it is hoped they will be found to contain every sciur

which the most cautious and benevolent guardians of the pc

could desire. It will thus be seen, that when the ratepav(

of a parish have formed the wish to promote the emigration]

a number of puupers desirous to emigrate, their wish mav
at once carried into effect without farther trouble or anxiej

beyond that of correspondence with the undersigned,

undertake to furnish the fullest information ujmn every poll

which may be interesting to those who may be pleased to cc

fide in them, and to incur the responsibility, as well as the troubl

of carrying into full effect the wishes of those with whom tl

may enter into contracts.

Terms of Contract.

1. Passage to be provided for such sum as may be agreed u{

2. Port of embarkation and debarkation to be specified.

3. Day of sailing to be specified, and if any delay take pi

althaii^h from wind, weather, or any oUier equally unavm

cause^ the passengers to be maintained at the expense

Kobert Gouger and Co. according to the scale of rations.

4. Provisions to be provided from the day fixed forembar||

tion according to the following scale

—

Scheme of Provisions, for a Mess of Six Men or Women for each

.

of the Week.
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In case of substitution, the following proportions ure to be

liserved :

1 11). of raisins or i lb. of currants, to be equal to 1 lb. flour.

I oz. of cocoa t coifee, to be ecjual to 4 oz. tea.

5. Sum to be paid to the emigrants on their arrival.

6. One-half of the ])assage-nioney ngree<l for, to be paid on

day of embarkation ; the remainder to be deposited with

ijjessrs , and to be paid to 11. (longer & Co. at)

[eoii as they will furnish proof of the landing of the emigrants

|it the specified colonial port.

JlottFnT ClouoEa & Co.

148, Leahmhall'Street.

GENERAL COLONIAL AG.H'NCY OFFICE.

148, Leadenfiall-Street.

The above office has been established for the pur]X)8e of

lording to persons residing in any of the British Colonies

icilities for transacting public or private business with Eng-

nd.

T'iC undersigned, from their extensive mercantile connec-

[nns, are enabled to dispose readily of any colonial produce, or

her goods which may be consigned to them for sale, as well

Igto execute, upon the most favourable terms, any commis-

]ion for the purchase of British manufactures with which they

ay be entrusted.

All business connected with the estates of persons dying in

: colonies, and with the remittance of property, transacted

^tii the most punctuality and despatch.

The pay and pension of Officers residing in the colonies, re-

Qved and remitted.

Goods and baggage belonging to persons ariiving in England,

red and delivered.

llOBERT GOUGEB &. Co.

i
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No. III.

\^Ever// exertion in his power is made hi/ his A](/j(sfi

Agent to alletnate the difficuJties of EmiymntSy at

of iliese thefollowing is a sample.'^

ADVICE TO EMIGRANTS.

U

QtiKHKc, l,»e May KB

There is nothing ofmore importance to Emigrants on a^ri^

at Quebec, than correct information on the leading points ct

nected with their future pursuits. Many have suffered mui
by a want of caution, and by listening to the opinions of int

rested designing characters, who frequently ofl«r their advi

unsolicited, and who are met generally about wharfs, and Jar

ing places frequented by strangers. To guard emigrants fro

falling into such errors, they should, immediately on arri^

at Quebec, proceed to the Office of the Chief Agent for Er

grants, in Sault-au-Matelot Street, Lower Town, where eve^

information requisite for their future guidance in either gettii

settlement on lands, or obtaining employment in Upper

Lower Canada, will be obtained (gratis.)

Thefollowing Directions are of importance to the Emigrant anit

in Canada^ and are addressed to him in the simplest language.

Previous to disembarkation, arrange your baggage in a sma

compass, the fewer packages the better, but have them well

cured,—old dirty clothing, large boxes, and other useless ar

cles, are not worth the carriage. If you have any provisioij

left, such as oatmeal, potatoes, &c. you can sell them at Quj

bee at a profit, and avoid the expense of transport, and you

purchase baker's bread, butter, tea, sugar, and other necessari^

more suited for your journey. All sorts of provisions may

bought cheaper, and generally of a better quality, in Montre

and Upper Canada, than at Quebec. Dress yourself in ligl

clean clothing. Females frequently bring on sickness, by
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r too warmly clothed. Cut your hair short, and wash daily

thoroughly. Avoid drinking ardent spirits of any kind, and

|ihen heated do not drink cold water. Kat moderately of light

Avoid night dews. By attending to the preceding di-

ictions, sickness will be prevented, with other serious incon.

niences. When every thing is ready for disembarkation, and

(the ship is lying at anchor in the river,—take care in pass^

r from the ship to the boat ; avoid all haste, and see that your

le is in the same conveyance with yourself, or left under

! charge of some fr'<end, with your name on it. If the ship

Ills to the wha^ to disembark, do not be in a hurry, but

ait the proper time of tide, when the ship's deck will be on

[Kne with the quay or wharf. Passengers are entitled by law

I the privilege of remaining on board ship 48 hours after

rival; and it is unlawful for the Captain to deprive his pas-

jrs of any of their usual accommodations for cooking or

ierwise : you may therefore cvoid the expense of lodgings,

i make all your arrangements for prosecuting your journey,

evious to disembarkation, should sickness overtake you, pro-

immediately, or be removed to the Emigrant Hospital, in

I John's Suburbs, where you will be taken care of, and provid-

1 with every thing needful until restored to health. Medl-

ine and medical advice can also be had at the Dispensary at.

iched to the Quebec Charitable ELiigrant Society. This so.

iety will grant relief to all destitute emigrants. In Montreal

^ere is a similar institution for the relief of emigrants. It is

ticularly recommended to emigrants, not to loiter their va-

able time at the port of landing ; but to proceed to obtain set-

lement or employment. Many have regretted when too late,

at they did not pursue this course, and take advantage ofthe

quent opportunities that presented themselves for settle-

Bt in convenient situations in Upper or Lower Canada, in-

ad of squandering their means and valuable time in looking

er an imaginary paradise in the aguish swamps of Illinois

I Missouri, or other distant regions of the Western States.

here is no portion of the American continent more congenial

^the constitution or habits ofemigrants from the United King-

or that offer a wider field, or surer reward for industry

1 good conduct, than the fertile districts of Upper Canada

11'
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or Lower Canada. Many emigiants will find emplovment
the City of Quebec and its vicinity, as also in and about Mor
reaL Single men in particular are advised to embrace theofle
but emigrants with large families had batter proce d withoi
delay to Upper Canada, a& hereafter directed, or to situatior

in Lower Canada, particularly the Eastern 'rownshius aiii

if they have sons and daughters grown up, thev' will fii

a sure demand for their services. Artificers, and mechiinlcs

all denominations, and farming labourers, if sober and indu]

trious, may be sure of doing well. Blacksmiths, particular]

those acquainted with steam-engine work, also good mil

Wrights and sawyers by machinery, are much wanted in th|

Canadas.

The following are the current rates of wages paid in fJnm
and Lower Canada to persons acquainted with the country •-

strangers ought not to expect so much

:

Ship Carpenters and Joiners, per day
Bricklayers and Masons . . do.

Blacksn~iths, Millwrights, &c. do.

Farm & Common Labourers, iStc. do.

Ditto ditto, per month, and found.
House Servants (Men) do. do.
DUto do. ( Femili-'S) la. do.

Upper Canada.
5s. (Id. to 7s. 6d.
4s. (M. to 7s. 6d.
5s. (Id. to 8.S. ()d.

2s. 6d. to 48. Od.
.308. Od. to 6()s. ()d.

30s. Od. to Site. Od.
2Us. Od. to 35s. Od

LoW'Kfl CA\ADi
3s. ik\. to Ks.

4s. (kl. io fis. ,

3s. (y, to 7s.

2s. O'l. to 3s.

20s, (Kl. to 50s.

208. 0(1, to4(s.(
103. Od. to 30s.

A great number of labourers are employed on b jard ship$

and about timber-yards, at Quebec and Montreal, who get fron

3s. to 4s. Cd. a-day, and generally found. The extravagant ha

bits engendered in such occupatioris, are decidedly in favour \

the labouring emigrant proceeding immediately to the country]

Emigrants with families, and who are pot^sessed of from L.

to L. 25, are advised to push immediately into the voods,

the vicinity of old settlements, where they can obtain provj

sions for their spare labour. The difficulties, although grea

at first, soon pubside, and much experience is the result. Tl

cost of clearing wild lands, and making it ready for crop, is froil

f^Os. to 70s. per acre in Upper Canada, and the Townships

liOwei Canada. To these I should sa\, select a favourab^

spot for your log-house near a spring of water, or numiiii

stream, and where a cellar to keep vour potatoes in vnnter cc\

be dug under the house.* If you proceed to build houses an

• Carefully clear the timber and brush to a distance from your dwelluig an^

out buildings, or, in the ev^ut of fire in the woods, great risk Is incurred of the

being destroyed.
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jiletr lands on a large scale en ^t arrival, it rarely suc^

Ijeeds so well; (ox the price of labour is so high, and the ^fficul-

h of' getting persons to work, added to the great expense of

oriding food for increased numbers, until produced from your

Inn land, ought in every instance to induce the strange emi.

it and family to proceed cautiou<^ly in laying out their mo-

ley ; but a crop of potatoes and Ibdder for a cow is the first

ct, and ^.his may be accomplished the first year, ifyou arrive

irly. The second you will be enabled to feed your family

rlth the necessaries of life, and the third year you may find

urself possessed of a yoke of oxen, a cow or two, and a year

I calf, a couple of pigs, poultry, &c abundance of provisions

ryour family, and fodder for your cattle. The Irish and

»tch peasantry know well how to value the economy of a

ch cow ; every new settler ought to strive to obtain one as

1 as possible, taking care to provide a sufficiency of fodder for

'long winter. Cattle require a little salt in the Canadas.

lis not considered necessary to go farther into the details of

> first settlement, as on all these points you wiU be guided by
' own observatiim on the spot, and the advice you will get

^jnthe local agents and superintendents. Great caution is

in all your transactions. When you stand in need

lladvice, apply to the government agents, or other respectable

cea. You will find nuiny plans and schemes offered to yopr

sideration, on your route from Quebec to your destination

[Upper Canada ; but turn away from them, i^nless you are

^1 satisfied of the purity of the statements. Should you re-

! to change your English money, go to the banks or some
I known respectable person. The currencjy in the Canadas,

jit the rate of ds. to the dollar, and is called Halifax ctir-

The value of English gold, or silver, is regulated by the

!ofexcliange in England, which fluctuates. At present the

sovereign is worth 23s. 6d. to 24s. currency. In New
: 88. is c&iculated for the dollar ; hence many are deceived

en hearing of the rates oflabour, &c.—5s. in Canada, is eqaal

Ifc-in New York; thus, 8s. New York currency is equivalent

lis. Halifax. In Upper Canada, and in the Townships of

»er Canada, the tenure of lands is " Free and Common Soc-

e," as in England. In the Seigneuriai or Fr^ich parts ol^
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Lower Canada, the feudal or French tenure is the custom.

the Canadas you live under the British laws and constitutic

and are less incumbered with taxes or local imposts, than in a|

other country on the face of the globe. You ought, previo

to leaving Quebec, to apply at the Post-office sbould you
pect any letters, and if you are writing to your friends in

United Kingdom by post, you must pay the postage : so al

when writing to the United States. Letters from one part

the Canadas to the other, do not require to be post-paid. £i

grants may forward letters to the United Kingdom from Qi
bec^ by taking them to the keeper of the Merchant's Exchanf

and paying one penny for each.

Having arranged all your business at Quebec, you will pJ

ceed without loss of time to Montreal, by steam-boat, on yc

route to Upper Canada. Two steam-boats ply daily to Mo^
real, 180 miles up the St Lawrence, which is performed in

to 30 hours. The fare for deck ptvssengers, is 78. 6d. for adul

children under 12 years pay half-price, and under 7 one-thi

These nteam-boats belong to private individuals. Gbvemmc
is in no manner connected with them* At Montreal you

find a government agent, who will advise you should you

quire it.

Routes to the principal places in Upper Canada, asfoUov

Quebec to Montreal, by steam-boats, . . . Jt. 9i.t

Montreal to Prescott, by Durham boats, . . 68. 3d.

Prescott to Kingston, by steam, . . • Ss. Od.

Ditto to Coburgh, or Port Hope, . . . Jif. 6A.

Preacott to York, Capital of Upper Canada, Hamilton -i iq^
and Niagara, ... /

From Niagara }
you proceed by land to Fort Erie, oppoa

Buffalo on Lake Erie, where steam-boats, or sailing school

will convey those destined to Port Talbot, or other parts of I

London district, or vicinity of Lake St Clair. Persons gol

to settle on the lands of the Canada Company will proceed]

York or Burlington Bay head of Lake Ontario.

At most of the preceding towns and landing places, you

find government agents. If you are bound to Perth, or

Lanark, or the vicinity, disembark at Prescott ; or you xn&y
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I
By-Town on the Ottawa. If for the thriving settlements

I the Newcastle district, disembark at Coburgli or Port Hope,
iLoke Ontario. Those going to the townships of Seymourmay

from Kingston, by the beautiful Bay of QuintI, to the

uth of the Trent lliver, from whence a road, distance 1

8

brings you to Seymour. If proceeding to the Home or

festem districts, disembark at York, the capital of Upper
nada. Emigrants going any where beyond York, will in ge-

find it their interest to make it their route. If for the

odon district, proceed by the Niagara frontier, to Lake Erie,

1 the Talbot Settlement. If for By-Town, Grenville, Hull,

^orton, or other situations on the Ottawa River, proceed from

Kontreal, and Lachine, by the U'sual conveyances.

I

Crown lands, of the most fertile quality, are prepared for

{reception of emigrants in many parts of Upper Canada^ and

^be sold, payable by instalments. The following offices have

en opened by the Commissioner of Crown Lands in Upper
nada, for the convenience of Emigrants :—

I

In the Bathurst District, MrM^Naughton will open his office

I By-Town.

I

Mtyor Campbell, of the Township of Seymour, for the Mid-
nd District.

I

Mr Ritchie for the Home District, and will reside in Sunni-

I

Mr Mount, Deputy-Surveyor, for the Western District, be-

leec Carradoc and the St Clair.

Emigrants may obtain employment, for two or three months,

I the roads, in several Townships, in the Western and Home
iiicts of Upper Canada.

I

Routes to the principal settlements in Lower Canada, are

I follows T,

District of Quebec, south side of the River St Lawrence.

pownship of Frampton, 36 miles from Quebec by Point Levy,

bdving settlement inhabitants mostly Irish.

[Townships lying contiguous lo the Kennecbcc road, beyond

ipton, offer good prospect for settlement. The lands are

Qcipally private property. The seigniory of St Giles, 30

from Quebec, by St Nicholas and the Craig*s road, is

z2
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fiivourably situated for emigrants, from its eontiguity to tl

capital, and is increasing rapidly ; its population is principa

Irish.

New Argyle, in the seigniory of St Croix, 8 miles from

cfaardson*s Tavern, on the Craig's road in St Giles, and
miles from Quebec ; the new road to the Township of Invc

ness passes through this settlement. Inhabitants, princii

Highlanders from the Island of Islay, and Irish The lanJ

in this part are of good quality.

The settlements of Ulster, Yorkshire, Dublin, and Ne
Hamilton, commence four miles beyond New Argyle, and

miles from Quebec, and are situated in the flourishing Tow|
ship of Inverness : through which a new road has been near|

finished to the borders of the Township of Halifax. The
habitants of Inverness are from various parts of the Unit

Kingdom. Those fVom England are principally from Yor

shire ; those from Ireland, mostly from the Northern Counti

and those from Scotland aro chiefly Highlanders from

Island of Arron. Beyond Inverness lie the Townships of Ut

fax, Chester, and Tingwick, good lands for settlement ; but

present there is no convenient road to them. The Township I

Athabaska joins Inverness, and is a desirable .:laoe for sett|

m^nt.

The Township of Leeds through which Craig's road pa

lies to the le^ of Inverness, is 50 miles from Quebec, and is i|

creasing rapidly in population. Inhabitants, Scotch, Irish

English.

Th? Township ofNew Ireland, through which Craig's re

also passes, lies beyond Leeds, 60 miles from Quebec, and]

increasing much in population. The inhabitants are principa

Irish, and a number of English of the Wesleyan eonnexi^

also about 25 American families from the United States.

Craig's road leads to Shipton and Dudswell, but is imj

able for wheel.£arriage transport beyond Ireland.

From the Market^lip, in the Lower Town of Quebec, fer

boats go daily as the tide suits to St Nicholas, 12 miles up

river on the south side, where Craig's road begins.

Eastern Townships of Lower Canada. The present rod

Uvio Three Rivers, 90 miles above Quebec, by steam-boat, hi
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cross the St Lawrence to the south ^ide, and proceed to Sher-

Ldir, by Nicolet, La Bale, andDnimmondville; or you may
Inroceed to Sorrel 40 miles above, Three Rivers, on the south

Igdeof the St Lawrence, and there disembaric. The rate of pa^

lige iVom Quebec by the steam-boat will be about the same as

I
to stop at Three Rivers, and you will avoid the ferry. A good

Iroad leads from Sorrel to Sherbrook, by Yamaska and Drum-
Inondville. The distance from Quebec to Sherbrook in a

jstraight line by the new road to Inverness, when finished, is W
liniles, and by Three Rivers or Sorel: the route to be taken for

jtransport is 160 miles, of which 70 is land-carriage.

Sherbrooke is the capital of the Eastern Townships, and is

Ijurrounded by thriving settlements, particularly Stanstead,

Ifhere industrious farming labourers or mechanics are much
Iranted, and are sure (by good conduct) to do well ; as also the

JTownships of Stanbridge, Brome, Dunham, Potton, and the

ISeigniory of St Armand, the route to which is by St John's.

Chambly is 40 miles from Sortel, and 18 from Montreal,

—

JLabourers may get employment at the canal now making at

IChambly. Chateauguay, Godmanchester, and Sherington, from

p to 40 miles from Montreal, south side of the St Lawrence,

jire thriving situations.

North side of the River St Lawrence, and in the district and

Iricinity of Quebec, are the settlements of Beauport, Stoneham,

|rewksbury,Valcartier,and Jacques Cartier, Deschambault, and

he settlement of Portneuf. InhafoitaMts, principally Irish.

Three Rivers and its vicinity, 90 miles from Quebec, give

nployment to many emigrants. In the rear of Berthier, 130

lies above Quebec, are the Townships of Brandon, Kilkenny,

awdon and Kildare.

New Glasgow settlement in the seigniory of Terrebonne, is

out 30 miles from Montreal. Persons bound for the Town*
hips bordering on the Ottawa river, particularly Lochaber,

Templeton, Hull, &c. will take their route and departure from

(ontreaL There are many desirable situations for settlement

elonging to private individuals in Upper and Lower Canada.

he D> 'lies of the proprietors or the agents may be had on ap-

llication at this ofRce.

It is particularly recommended to emigrants to be exceeding-
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\j cautious in ascertaining the titles to such lands as they
lettle on.

Recommendation for lands to the respective Towna,
agents and superintendents, of settlements in Upper and Loi
Canada, with routes, &c will bo furnished to emigrants (gra

A. C. Buchanan, Chief Age

Emigrant DsPARTMsirTt
(Quebec, 1«( May 1832.

No. IV.

FOR THE INFORMATION 0# EMIGRANTS.

Office of His Majetti/'s Chief Agent for the Superintei

Emigrants in Upper and Lower Canada*

QUKBBC, l«t June 1832.

Emigrants arriving at Quebec from the United KingdJ

and who are desirous of settling in Upper Canada or Loi|

Canada, or of obtaining employment, are informed that ail

, cessarj information for their guidance maj be obtained {gra

on application at this office, between the hours of 10 an^

o*clock dailj, Sundays excepted.

The principal situations in Upper Canada, where ai

toents are made for locating emigrants, are in the Bathuj

Newcastle, Home, and Western Districts.

Indigent emigrants, on condition of actual settlement,

obtain a location on the foUewing terms, viz.

Fifty acres of land will be allotted to each head of a fa

upon condition of paying at the rate of 5s. currency per

;

The first payment to be made at the expiration of three ye

.And the whole to be paid by annual instalments of L. 3

each, with interest, to commence firom the expiration of

years.

The government will incur the expoise of building a

iJl^BWI^^''^
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;.bouse, for the temporary accommodation of settlers on their

ifetpective locations, and will afford some assistance towards

ling roads to the lands proposed to be settled, but will make

I
advances in provisions or utensils, and the settlers must de-

ad entirely upon their own resources for bringing their lands

IjBto cultivation.

Settlers with means will have opportunities of po.rchasing

oirn Lands in several parts of the province at the public

due notice of which may be obtained on application at

lihe Commissioner of Crown Lands* office, York, or to the fol-

llowing government agents

:

turst Districts, } Mr M'Naughton, at Bytoiim.

Newcastle District, Mr M'Douall, Petfrboro.

lome District, Mr Ritchie, TotengMp o/Medonto.

(festem District, Mr Mount, Carrodoc and St Clair.

A. C. BircHANAN, Chief Agent.

No. V.

\[Tke follomng Project has already commenced, and I
doubt not fvill to some extent succeed. It is hoped the

style of Architecture, Sfc, may be in harmony with the

scene around.^

«« CITY OF THE FALLS."

Mr FoRSTTH having di^osed of his interest in the property

tthe FaUs ofNiagara, it is proposed to found a city, which, from
he elevated position of the grounds, and their contiguity to

he Falls, must necessarily possess the exclusive Advantages of

jirituation, which, without sdl question, is the most healthfril on

he Continent, of North America. ,.,. , ,,

;

The heat of the summer can there be borne with pleasure,

[while at the same time the annoyance of mosquitos and other

!i

4m



360 APPENDIX.

insects is unknown. Various are the conjectures whence aria

the remarkable salubrity of this region, but the most rationa

iS) that the agitation of the surrounding air produced by tl

tremendous falls, combines with the elevation and dryness

the soil, and the absence of all swamps, to produce this happj

result.

The insalubrity of the Southern (as well as the Westerr
States of this continent, sends forth every summer, vast nui

bers of the respectable inhabitants to seek health .n tl

northern latitudes.

The chief place of attraction has been the springs of Saratc

Various other places are resorted to, but none afford that quic

in the midst of fashionable gaiety and relaxation from ordinan

avocations, which is to be found at Aix la Chapelle, VersaillesJ

Bath, Brighton, Buxton, and many other places in Euroj

where the most secluded privacy can be ei\joyed in the mids^

of the most refined society, yet so regulated, that economy]

health, recreation, and pleasure are united ; where the wel

dressed and the well conducted, without reference to rank o^

wealth, nmy and do mingle with lords, grandees, and prini:

On the continent of North America, there is no other pi

so well adapted as the grounds at the Falls for the formatioi

of a city, embracing all the advantages essential to the pursuit

and habits of the people of the United States and Canads

whither all who visit the continent of North America resor

to behold the most stupendous ! the most sublime ! of Nature's

works ;—to visit a place, the £ime whereof stands pre-eminent
|

and unrivalled throughout the world.

The revolution produced by steam, as applied to the move-

1

ment of carriages by land, as well as vessels by water, placesi

the FaUs in a new and prominent light. By the various chan-l

nels of communication now opened, and in progress through!

the State of Ohio, the cities and towns on the Mississippi, thel

Ohio, Illinois, &c., have become connected with the great lakes]

Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario, Champlain, and]

the rivers St Lawrence and Hudson.

The proposed " City of the Falls,** as to all these remote!

regions, is placed like the heart in the human body, standing
j

in the direct routes of those travelling from the cities in thel
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nlleys of the MiSv^ssippi and Ohio, to New York, Boston, New
Orleans, Montreal, and Quebec, also the new, and rapidly in-

creasing State of Michigan, the Canadas, and the Northern

htates ; so that the site must be r^arded as the most appro-

Ipriate on the American Continent for the object adverted to,

lilfording an easy approach for the annual assemblage of the

l&ghionable, the learned, and the great.

A consideration of these unparalleled advantagesi, has led to

Ithe formation of a company of gentlemen, who have purchased

Forsyth^s grounds and houses, and who purpose to lay out the

llnds so purchased in streets, in lots to be sold for buildings,

liccording to a scale insuring the general comfort and conveni-

|oce of the new community.

The association purposes to place the superintendence of the

iKtablishment under a gentleman, who will provide for the

Ipinlion and Ontario ho se, suitable characters, intimately ac-

quainted with their duties, so that all who resort there, will

a union of comfort with economy in the midst of a society

[mily desirable.

It is proper to observe, that Hot, Cold, and Shower Baths,

^i be erected near the cataract, and over these a splendid

ip-room, Keading-room, Library, and Kefreshment-roonui,

|rith an Orchestra, for the accommodation of all visitors.

That walks and seats are to be laid out upon the most irn>

oved style of landscape gardening, with grottos, bowers, d:c.

That lots will be set apart for places of public worship,

Ichools, and halls for literary institutions.

I

A number of cottages shall be forthwith erected, and fumislaed

r private fiunilies resorting to the Falls during the summer,

lio will have to provide nothing but their linen and plate, and

ay dine either at the Pavilion, or in their own cottage.

I

The Pavilion alone is intended to receive gentlemen and

lies who purpose remaining longer than one week ; the

tatario house for those who may not feel disposed to remain so

No bar-room will be suffered at either house ; wine of

! best quality of its kind will be furnished on such moderate

as will afford a liberal profit, without the extravagant

which so universaUy prevaiL

I

il'!
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Peculiar advantages will be afforded such gentlemen as sr

erect, during the present or ensuing year, cottages or hoi
for their permanent dwelling or summer residences.

The streets will be laid out and marked, so that persons

sirous of acquiring building lots may be accommodated. Maj
rials for building are from 50 to 100 per cent. cheai)er than

New York, or most other cities.

Mechanics connected with bull -ling, will And it their int

rest to acquire a residence at the proposed city.

The city will afford a most agreeable permanent resider

for respectable families with limited incomes, as all the nec^

saries, and the chief luxuries, of life are remarkably chefl

where good schools will be formed, a*^d the best society raJ

without the expense of entertaining them. While at the sai

time, it will prove a residence admirably adapted for placi^

children in the way of earning their own independence, eitl

in the United States or Canada.

A charter will be applied for, so that aliens may hold

estate in the city.

Proprietors.

The Hon. W. Allan, President of the Bank of Upper Cana

James Buchanan, Esq., His Majesty^s Consul, New Yc

The Hon. Thos. Chu-ke. The Hon. J. H. Dunn, Recei^

General. Thos. Dixon, Esq., President of the Society of
|

George, New York. Lieut. General Murray, of the Brit

Army. James Robinson, Esq. Samuel Street, Esq.

The survey, it is expected, will be completed by Ist Auj

and an agent will attend to give all necessary information.

N. B. General Murray, with a view to these arrangemeti

has already fixed his residence at the New City, and seve

gentlemen contemplate building.

Mr Forsyth retains the Pavilion, &c., until December n«
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No. VI.

MR ROBERTSON'S NOTES.

It is with much pleasure that I am enabled to confima the

ounts given of Canada and the States, by various communi-

itions ; and among others, by the shrewd remarks of an intelli-

nt farmer, near Edinburgh, who crossed the Atlantic in 1830,

of which I shall offer a short abstract. This individual

thoughts of emigrating, and prudently resolved, in the first

ce, to view the land of promise, £re he finally determined

lipon so important a step. Mr Robertson sailed from Greenock in

k latter end of April 1830 for ^: ;w York, where he landed on

14th June, and expresses himself greatly surprized at the

iideur nf the shops and private mansions, competing, as he

Ifuaiotly observes, <* even with Edinburgh ittelff* ** and the masses

|ifshipping from all quarters of the globe, was in reality a won-

lierful sight.'* His fellow passengers were quickly absorbed in the

|lu87 population of the city, and he established himself in a re-

ctable boarding house at 13/6 per week. The season had be-

ne warm, and the heat sometimes oppressed our honest

otchman. The number of common carters employed by the

chants filled him with surprise. The carts were all ticketed,

nd he noticed upon one a number considerably exceeding 2000.

be elegance and cleanliness of the hackney coaches, and the

[ipiality of the horses, appear likewise to have particularly at>

cted his attention. While in New York, the anniversary of

aerican Independence came round (4th July), a day of much
|uety and martial display. The discipline of the American

Dps does not seem to have impressed our traveller with much
ition ; but he justly opposes to their irregularity, the im-

nrtant advantage " that they have no money to raise from

people to uphold such a mass ofmen doing nothing in time
fpeace but creating debt, for they have little or no debt, and

' course few or no taxes, as I have known thorn in Scotland,

|rli8re no sooneris the one taxgatherer out, than you may be sure

iother will come in, so much so, that your hand is never out of

#1'
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your pocket a moment ; and if you have no money, vour cffec

are sure to j(o for it. Indeed, there iH more money raised for tl

city ceas in Kdinburgh, than there is of all manner of taxes

the city of New York.'*

From New York Mr Robertson proceeded to Washingt<

by Philadelphia and Baltinjore, delighte<l with the splent

steam-boats and with both of these cities. When at Washing
ton, he visited a Scotch settler in Virginia, who owned a mi
of 160 slaves. This man landed at New York in IHIO wii

only 408. He commenced as a packman, and by steady ar

ftiigal industry, had now acquired in property 1000 acres

land, 160 Negroes, 16 pairs of horses, &c. Tobacco was

staple production. He ottered Mr Robertson a situation

manager, which was declined. Having returned to Baltimoi

he proceeded across the Alleghany Mountains for Pittsburgh,

the stage ; the distance 250 miles, fare 1 6 dollars, or L. 3 : 12

:

An option was given to him of stopping by the way, and pr

ceeding on the following day, when so inclined. Wheat hj

vest had commenced (13th July), and Mr Robertson notices tl

cradling or cutting with the scythe, and states the daily woi

ot a man at 2| acres. Each cradler has a man to bind, and a ma

with a rake is attached to every two cradlers. Hence if we tal

the wages of a cradler at 2 dollars or 9s. per day, tho^

of a binder at 4/6, and the half of a raker's wages at sar

rate, s 2/3, the expense per acre, supposing 2| acres to be cu|

will be 6/6 per acre. Chambersburgh and the adjoining coui

try greatly pleased Mr Robertson. It reminded him much

the Lothians in regard to fertility. He was kindly treated

a farmer's, where he resolved to stop a day and look at a propej

ty for sale, belonging to a Captain M'Dougal. This was

Frankliii county, Pennsylvania. The soilwas rich, and thewhc

crop particularly fine. The farm contained 220 acres, of whlc

140 were in culture, the remainder in wood. It possessed

excellent brick dwelling-house, two bams, stabling, &c. and tl

price demanded was 40 dollars or L. 9 per acre, a price whici

in so fine a district, with a canal about to be cut through ij

could not be deemed out of the way. The country abound^

with lime, but which has never yet been brought into use. Tl

wild and romantic scenery of the AUeghany Mountains great|
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Llighted Mr Robertson, and he wns surprized to (ind the soil

lipim the summit equally rich as in the valley below. The coun*

htov^n of Bradford, and the valley in which it stands, he pro.

Ixninces to be one of the most delightful spots he had evei fteen^

jmd not the less so, that it bore a strong resemblance to his own
liative glenS' At Bloodyrun he found a pass in the mountains,

libe very prototype of Kiliiecrankie itself. About & miles from

Ipittsburgh, Mr Robertson examined a furm with numerous

landings, then on sale. Its owner, a Mr Peebles, had made his

Ibrtune upon it, and was about to retire. The farm contained

||!)0 acres of good land, forty of these were under wood, twelve

|a excellent meadow, and the remainder in cleared arable land.

; had a fine brick mansion, good stubles, &c. two still housei,

lad two large orchards. The price asked was 40 dollars, but

Inight probably have been bought for less. This district abounds

Is coal, which is dug from the hill sides, and apnears wherever

jllie road has been cut along the banks.

The bustle of Pittsburgh, with its iron foundries, glass and

ifottun works, &c. at a distance of 2500 miles from the sea,

matly impressed our traveller with a sense of enterprize and

Ijesources of the States. From Pittsburgh he made an excur«

Imd, which occupied him 15 days. During this period he visit-

Id Cincinnati, Wheeling, and St Louis. He examined the

hpabilities of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and part of

Kentucky, of course in a rather cursory way, but sufficiently to

litigfy himself with the favourable aspect of them all : the cli-

loate for his constitution he considered too warm, at least at this

[tason; but the productiveness of'the soil appeared to beaU that

iBan could desire. In Ohio be visited a thriving settlement of

Ibtch emigrants, where he was received with the kindness of a

lirother. From Pittsburgh he directed his course towards the

jlinks of Lake Erie. I'he route lay through much fine scenery,

iDd the weather soon became sensibly more cool, and the appear.^

|aice ofthe people more healthy. The country is but thinly set-

. It abounds with lime and coals, and the crops are very good.

|i road is now making to the Alleghany river, which will open a

nmmunication with Pittsburgh, and greatly enhance the value

jifproperty here. Land may be purchased hereabouts, from two
llQ ten dollars per acre. The farm of a Mr Campbell, lately de.^

I
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ceased, was now in the market. It contained a good dweilini

house, bam and othev buildings, with two copper-stills and

never-fidling run of pure water. The price asked was fourteei

dollars per acre. The town of Erie is on the southern bank,

miles from Buffalo. Like all the respectable natives of Scot

land, Mr Robertson paid everywhere much attention to the

means of religious instruction. He was much pleased with ai

Indian village which he visited on a Sabbatb. near Erie. H«
says, « The minister was a Presbyterian ; and I was not a little

astonished at finding them so respectable, and so attentive or

the worship of God. The minister was a good preacher, an^

they seemed to be not a little affected fvith his sermon. I dc

think that they would really affront many who have better op^

portunities, and who pretend to more."

Having stcpt a day at Buffalo, which he reached by the

steam-boat from Erie, he entered Canada at Blackrock, and pro

ceeded to the Falls, which seem to have impressed him with

those feelings of admiration and of awe natural to a reflecting

mind on viewing Niagara. The distance from Blackruck to

Fort George, or Newark, where the river falls into Lake On^

tario, is 33 miles ; and throughout this trLct, Mr Robertson ot

serves^ *' There are as fine farms on the British side, as if thej

had been in the Lothians of Scotland. I had seen nothing equa^

to them yet in all my travels, and the people look very health)

like, more like the old country people than any I have yet met

with. The country is more level than any I have travelled^

and, of course, easier to farm. I here saw fields of wheat bet

ter than I have seen any where eise, Scotland not excepted.

met with an old Scotchman on the road. His father was fror

Ayrshire, and he himself was bom in Canada. He owns thre

farms a little below the Falls, and was on his way to Queenston

in search of shearers. He had his gig, and gave me a nde, whei

he understood I was from Scotland."

From York, the capital of Upper Canada, which pleased hir

much, Mr Robertson visited some countrymen, settled in the

township of Esquising. He stopt a night with Mr John Mac<j

ferlane, tea miles above York. This gentleman was froti

Strowan, near Blair-Athol, in Perthshire, had been seven ye

out, and was doing well* " I found," says Mr Robertson, " manvj
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[ifmy countrymen here, and amongst them a friend ofmy jwn,

in a thriving way. I saw in this place as good wheat, with,

ploughingf or I may say harrowing, as I ever saw in Scot-

id, with the hest farmers, and with all their manoeu'rres, and

L this comes ahout must he now explained. They cut the

food in the fall of the year, or perhaps in the winter time, and

Iheir cattle feed on the crops of the trees as they fell them

liviim. The cattle like this better than any other fodder, and

is of great U3e to a beginner, as he is often without means

if procuring other fodder for the few beasts he may possess.

The brushwood and logs being dragged together by his steers,

ire burnt. The ashes he sells to the manufacturers of potash.

The stumps are generally left so high, that you would think at

I distance they were so many men standing among the com.

This being done, the next fall he sows his wheat among the

itumps, without ploughing or digging, )tut applies his steers and

I harrow, and covers his seed as well as he can ; and wonderful

Id the eyes of an otd country man, as I was, he has, after this

lough manner of husbandry, wheat that I am sure produces

hm eight to ten bolls (four or five quarters) per acre, and that

kwhat I have seen with my own eyes. These stumps thus left

ire very troublesome, till he gets them out, which cannot be

asily done. Hard.wood stumps require eight or ten years to

lot, and those of pine considerably more. This is the common
nj of going to Work with the inhabitants of this wooden coim.

try. When a man comes out without means, which is too com«

nonly the case, for it is natural for every man to like to be a

&nner, and especially to be a laird, if he has as much as will

\»j him one or two hundred acres, he immediately buys his

bd, and perhaps leaves himself vrithout a penny behind. He
then builds a log.house, and perhaps a log-bam, bjnre, &c. thus

Ating down without any thing but what he has put out on his

iand. Without the means of subsistence, he is eighteen months

it least on his farm befiire he gets any of the produce of his la-

iKHir, but is creating debt upon his head ; and even in the se-

cond year he Las but little return, so that he is still creating

(lebt, and is perhaps under the necessity of mortgaging his farm

before he gets through this strait ; so that if you were to see

men in this position during the first few years, you would be
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ready to call them a thousand fools for ever coming to Americ
and a man would perhaps caU himself so, with his neck in tl

yoke every day, with not ting but this fiirm, or rather, aa

thinks it, this name of a farm, lookhig at the roughness of tl

work, and the little progress he has made, with perhaps rooi

debt upon it than its worth, and his liveliliood as yet very in

different. When he goes, however, to his next neighboui

house, and sees him, if he has been ten years in his farm wit

plenty of every thing that he needs, his farm well cultivat

and no debi, i^nowing that he was in the same position formerll

that he is in now, this cheera him up, and when he sees himse]

still making a little progress, it encourages him, and makes hi

bear the burden chv<?erfully. If you should come to the sai

man^s house five or eight years afterwards, and see him in a fir

frame-house, with a frame-bam, stables and byres, cattle an^

sheep, and all manner of poultry, horses and his gig for ever

foot he would travtl, you would not think this was the sar

man, or the same farm, the face of things is sc much changed I

and when you sit down at his table, with nothing on it but hi

own produce, you would be apt to think that this is surely

lane country that fumishes these well plenished tables ; and ir

deed so it is. but not for idlers, but industry and hard labou^

only can secure these things, so that the bitter comes befor^

the sweet.

<< There is another class that comes to this country, withouj

any means, but barely what brings them to it. They appl)

to Government for grants of land, and they do get it, (this ha

ceased as respects common settlers) ; but they must take theii

land where Go/emment sees fit to appoint, for you know begJ

gars must not be chusers. Whatever the society may be where

their lot is, there they must fix, and what isi worse, U the ex*|

p^ise of making out the^. title, as tl[)e officers contrive to make

them perhaps as high as a purchase, giving them credit, and of

course, when their time comes, if unable to pay, their land is

sold to the highest bidder. The taxes also help to this, for al-

though smaU, they may come to more in this period than thel

people can manage, and thus they may lose all their labour.!

Between such persons, and those who fall back from otherj

i^AUses, improved ffums, both here and in the States, are always!
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; sale ; besides, there are men who buy land for the express

gse of improving and selling to profit. This is a regular

de all over America ; so that no man with capital, need be

id of getting farms of this kind in any part of the country :

I know by experience. There is another class still that

aes to this country, and that is labourers, both men and wo-

that think when they are here, they may get what they

to ask, and not only so, but that Jack is as good as his

^er, if not better ; and we all know that when the cervant

ibove his master, or as high, things will not do long that way,

1
therefore every one avoids them, when they can do better.

;ements are all by the month, and this I think against both

ster and servant. Against the master, for he has no constant

rant ; and against the servant, for he is perpetually changing,

his time, and spending his earnings. And now, a per-

I may naturally ask, what would you wish me to do, after

have seen so much o^' both British America and the

lat'js, and which do you prefer ? In answer to these questions

^Tould advise all who have a family, and whose capital isabout

1100 clear of their passage out, and who are industrious and

liing to submit to such hardships as I have described, to such

|fould say, the exchange will be favourable, and they will eer-

ily reap the benefit in their old age. Also I would advise

'industrious labouring people, who are sober, to come to this

iitry, for they will surely change to the better, both men
women, if they have as much as will carry them out.

liths will always find a ready market in this country ; their

are so high, that many horses go unshod solely on ac-

Qt of the expense. A smith willing to work on more mo-

ale terms, would get double employ. Tailors and shoe-

hrs, millwrights and millers, masons and carpenters, have

;ood business in this country, and the farther into the inte-

the better. As to which of the places to prefer, British

rica or the States, / would decidedly go to Upper Canada, as

\kii fkux J have seen in aU my travels^ bothfor produce andfor

rket. Wheat was selling in the remotest comer of Upper

ia for a dollar per bushel ; while in Ohio, &c. it was only

ut one hal£ The country bears all the crops which can be

i in the States (cotton excepted), with this material differ.

A a
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ence, that the climate is better, and the people more healt

which, in my opinion, ought surely to be looked to, as muci

any thing. The tixes are as moderate, if not more so, thanj

the States ; so that this is my opinion and my advice to any

that likes to take it**

Mr Robertson proceeded down the St Lawrence to Queb
pleased with the Upper, but not so much so with what ca

under his view in the Lower, Province, as an agricultural

trict. From Quebec he sailed to Pictou and Halifax, wj

many portions of the country near which towns, as also

some other parts of t^ese settlements, he was agreeably sij

prized. For emigrants accustomed to iBshing and maritii

pursuits, they certainly hold out especial encouragement.

Robertson returned to New York by Boston, and accomplisl

his voyage home in safety and comfort, affording a good examj

of energy and prudence to allwho contemplate emigration,

who, by confiding in the report of some qualified person select

by a few fiimiliesof the same neighbourhood or district, willj

enabled to form a plan of operation essentially conducive

their ultimate success.

No. VII.

[ Thefollowing may prove interestinffy as exhibiting

objects ofAgHcvUural attention in Lower Canada.']^

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF QUEBEC.

FATROK.

His Excellency Matiiew Lord Aylmer, Governor-in-Chj

District E»hibiii(mm Wednesday befwe Easter^ 18^A April II

The following premiums will be awarded on the Upj

Town market-place on Wednesday 18th April 1832, ati

in the forenoon. The samples and certificates must be delii

ed to F. X. Vaillancourt, Notary, Assistant-Secretary, as(

as the 29th March.
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Premiums for Grain,

Dolt-

1. To the person who shall have reaped after a root crop

U other drill crop, the greatest weight and the best quali-

|tr of wheat per arpent, on at least 2 arpents, .... 12

2. For the sejond greatest weight on 1 arpent, ... U

3. To the person who shall have reaped after a drill

crop, the greatest weight per arpent of clean barley, on at

[least i arpents, r,

4. For the next greatest weight on at least 1 arpent, . 4
*< It may be remarked, that drill crops are more advan-

Itageous than grain crops, as the land whi:h has been sub.

mitted to them the year preceding has been better ma.

nured, that the ground has been better opened by the fre.

quent ploughings which it is found necessary to make^ and

that more care has been taken to destroy bad weeds by fre-

I

quently repeated weedings.**

5. To thefarmc. ,.ao shall sow the greatest extent of

j

land with wheat selected seed by seed, and who shall reap

I

the greatest weight of the best quality per arpent, on at

least 6 arpents, 10

6. To the greatest weight and the best quality ditto on

I

at least 4 arpents, G

^. For ditto ditto on at least 2 arpents, 3

8. For ditto ditto on at least 1 arpent, 2

The ijample to be a quart tsiken indifferently from the

heap.

Vegetables and Hay.

9. To the person who shall raise on land which was in

standing wood, and has been cleared in the ten months pre-

ceding, the best crop of turnips on at least 2 arpents, . . 10

10. For the next best crop ditto ditto G

11. To the person who shall raise the greatest quantity

of potatoes on 4 arpents, harrowed or hoed three times to

prepare for grain crop, 10

12. To the best crop, per arpent, of yellow turnips,

Swedish turnips, chottx de Siam, mangel wurzel, carrots or

other root crops, in drills, 27 inches apart at least, well

Aa2
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cleaned, the interval between the drills kept free of weeds
by ploughing and harrowing ; the whole housed and kept
in good condition, and used to feed cattle in winter, on at
least 4 arpents,

13. For the next greatest weight ditto, same conditions,

on at least 2 arpents, A

14. For the next greatest quantity, same conditions, on

15 To the person who shall have raised and kept in

good condition the greatest weight per arpent of timothy,

clover, franc-foinf or clean timothy clover, on at least 4

arpents, which bore grain after a root crop, and on which
the hay and grain shall have been sown at the same time

without manure for the hay crop,
2i

16. For ditto ditto on 2 arpents at least, i(

Hops.

17* To the person raising the greatest quantity and

best quality of merchantable hops fit for exportation, on 2

arpents at least, l;

. 18. For the next greatest weight ditto on 1 arpent at

least,

19. For.the next greatest weight ditto on half an arpent.

The hops must be put into sacks, each containing 250 lb.

Those wishing to compete, are to present to the com-

mittee suitable certificates, with a sample of one pound

weight.

Hay Seed and Vegetable.

20. For clean red clover-seed, raised in the (''strict, not

less than one hundred-wcight. sl

2 1. For ditto ditto, not less than half a hundred.weight. 41

22. For franc-f<nn seed, raised in this district, not less

than one hundred-weight 8|

23. For the greatest quantity and the best quality of

clean timothy-seed raised in this district, not less than 4

bushels, *x . . .

24w For the greatest quantity and best quality of yel-

low field tumip.«eecl, not less than 50 lb \9\
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25. For ditto ditto Swedish turaips seed, ditto, ... 10

|The samples of the seed are to be taken indifferently from

jthe heap.

Premiunu on Cropsfrom new Land.

6 To the person who shall raise on new land which

lias in standing wood, and was cleared and brought into

Iculture in the eighteen months preceding, the best crop of

jrheat on at least 4 arpents, 15

27* For the best crop of oats, same conditions, ... 10

28. For the best crop of rye ditto 10

29. For the next best ditto 5

30. For the best crop of potatoes, ditto 10

31. For the next be&t, 5

32. For the best crop of turnips ditto .*.... 10

33. For the next best, 5

Premiumsfor Flax.

34. To the farmer who shall sow the greatest extent

jofland with flaxseed, at least 3 arpents, in the year 1831

;

Itike up the crop at a convenient season ; bind it imme-
liiately into small sheaves ; place it upright to dry the seed

;

Irhen the seed is dry, thrash it to preserve it in good con-

Idition ; then place the flax to steep in stagnant water for a

liufficient time ; take it out and expose it to dry ; when dry,

house and convert it into flax On producing a certificate

lofthe produce of each arpent in flax and seed, with a sam-

jple of a pound of flax and a quart of seed, . . . • . 25

35. For the next greatest quantity of land, not less than

Itvo arpents, in the same manner, 16

36. To the next best not less than 1 arpent, .... 8

For raking Hemp.

37. To the farmer who shall sow hemp-seed, and get the

latest return in weight and quality of seed and hemp
{per arpent, or at least 3 arpents, 30

The hemp must be steeped in water after the seed is

Ithrashed.

A a 3
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C^ Those wishing to compete for these prizes and fo!-

lowing, may consult a Uttle pamphlet ent^^itled, ** Manner
of cultivating and preparing Flax and Hemp, published in

1820, by order and at the expense of the Quebec AgricuU
tural Society." It may be obtained from the agents of

the Society in the different parishes of the district

The competitors to the prizes preceding for flax may
also consult this little pamphlet.

The tiimple of dressed hemp sent to the committee must
be of 1 lb. taken indiiferently, and the sample of seed uf

one quart, also taken indifferently.

38. To the farmer who shall sow the next greatest quan.

tity of hemp seed, same conditions, on at least 2 arpents, .

39. To the next greatest extent of land, same conditions,

on 1 i arpent,

40. For the next greatest esrtent of land, same condi-

tions, on at least 1 arpent, ij

41. For the next greatest extent of land, same condi-

tions, on 4 arpent, l|

42. For the next greatest extent of land, same condi-

tions, on at least i arpent.

Jgricultttral Experiments,

43. To the farmer who shall report to the Society the

manner the most expeditious and the least expensive to

clear new lands of woods, &c. stating what crops best suit

it, regard being had to the quality of the soil, for the three

first years ; the experiment to be made on 5 arpents at

least,

44. To the fiinner who will draw up and exhibit to the

Society the best plan for a rotation of crops adapted to the

climate, soiU and marl^et of this district, as well as to the

form and size of the ordinary &nns, II

45. To the farmer who shall have followed a regular ro-

tation of crops of grain and vegetables during at least the

last four years, on at least 5 arpents, \\

46. To the farmer who shall exhibit to the Society the

most satisfactory details of experiments made to improve

'.:^Wi\ .
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culture of any or the whdle of the following kinds of

jirain and plants, viz.—wheat, rye, barley, oats, beans,

buckwheat, turnips, cabbages, potatoes, carrots,

uangel wurzel, frane-foiny timothy, clover, lucerne, mitii>

hemp, flax, and hops, 20

47. To the farmer who shall exhibit the most satis&c-

ury details of experiments on the effica/cy and the cost of

ibe following manures, viz.—dung (graen and decayed),

lime, plaster, burned clay, marl, street dung, salt and any

other kind of manure found in this Province, 20

48. To the person who shall have obtained 100 loads of

irtificial manure, by heating the following substances or

parts thereof viz.—sods, vegetable mould, road mud,

deanings of drains and stable yards, pond mud, straw,

iweepings of bams, house sweepings, dead carcasses, re-

mains of hides and cloths, horns, wools, ashes, lime, dung

of every kind, plaster, all kinds of aea and aquatic weeds,

tree leaves, weedings of gardens, fern, salt or sea water,

urine, human excrements, the dregs of tanners* tubs, suds,

poisonous weeds, &c. corrupted meat and fish, dregs of oil,

the waters in which flax or hemp have been steeped, . . 20

49. To the person giving the most satisfactory details

of experiments on at least 5 arpents on the advantage of

piaster or gypsum as a manure, . 10

50. For the best nursery of apple or other fruit trees,

engrafted, not less than 200 plants, 20

51. For the best ditto with wild trees, ready to be trans-

planted or engrafted, not less than 1000 plants, .... 10

Cloths and Linens of Home Manufachtre.

52. To the person who shall make or cause to be made

I the best cloth called etoffCf or any kind whatever, not less

|than20ells, 8

53. For the next best, not less than 15 ells, .... 6

54. To the person who shall m. u&cture the best and

|iinest saU-cloth from hemp, not less than 10 ells, ... 8

55. For the next best, not less than 10 ells, .... 6

06. To the. person who shall manu&cture the finest and

1
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best linens of flax with a machine, Na 10, not less than lo

ells,

67. For the ntxt best,

58. To the person who shall manufiu^ure the fineMt and
best sail-cloth from hemp thread, not less than 10 ells,

A9. For the next finest and best,

To the person who shall from his own sheep obtain the

greatest quantity of wool of the finest quality,

To the next finest and best,

The Committee in awarding these premiums will par.

ticularly examine the quality of the flax and wool, the

fineness of the thread of the cloth, and of the regularity of

the tissue. The competitors will present to the commit.

tee the pieces of cloth or linen, with certificates that they

have manu&ctured or caused them to be manu&ctured.

The certificate may be presented on the day of the exhibi.

tion. The committee will consider the fiax employed in

manufiu:ture, which will have been steeped in water as

preferable.

Fatted Oxen and Sheep.

These will be exposed alive on the Wednesday before

Easter, 18th April 1832, on the Upper Town Market.

Place, at 10 in the forenoon,

60. For the ox of Canadian breed, the best and fiitlest,

fattened on green food, ., 11

61. For the next best, < . . l|

62. For the next best,

63. For the next best,

64. For the fattest and best ox of any breed, fattened

on green food, 1|

65. For the next best, l|

66. For the next best,

67. For the next best,

68. For the greatest number of oxen, fiittened on green

food, not less than 8,

69. For the next greatest number, not less than 4, . .

70. For the 6 best and fatted sheep, castrated before 2

months old, fed and fattened on green food, H

PRICES O]
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71. For the (I next best,

72. For the 4 next best,

6

4

Rett.
^^

The Committee will award the following prizes at their

|bt meeting after the Ist June 1830

:

73. To the person who shall have wintered the graatest

liumber of bees* hives, and have preserved them in the

Ibnt state, not less than three, 1st price, .
H

74. Second prize, . il

(Signed) Dy order of the Committee,

F. X. Vaillancourt,
AwisUnt-SecraUry at the Agrlcuhural

Society o( Quebw.

pe following TaMe, as in March 1832, may he of tome ifUerett,

as exhibiting the expense of living in the large Mercantile or

Military Towns of Canada, and the prudence of eettlera shortening

iheir sojourn in such places ; and also, ofshewing ihe returns which

I

farmers within reach of such markets, may expect to reaUsie,

PRICES OF PROVISIONS SOLD IN THE MARKETS OF

QUEBEC. .

In the Butchers* Stalls.

ef, per lb £0 5 @ £0 tf

lork, per do 6 ... 7

|real,perdo. 5 ... fi

|(utton, per do 9 ... 10

nb, per quarter 6 ... 7

In the Markets.

e^ per lb £0 4 @ £0 5

n:k,perdo 5 ... 6

lutton, whole, (none) ... —

—

lotton, per qr. (do.) ...

[ea],perdo 2 6 .. 5

..'iA^iC^ka:t^j^
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Salt butter, per lb. £0 Oil ... xo I

Fresh, do. per do. 1 6 ... o l

Veniaon, per do. (none) ....
Maple Sug^^r, per lb. 4 ... q q
Tallow, per ib. 8 ... o o
Turkeys, per couple, (none) . . . —
Geeae, per do. (do.)

Ducks, per do 2 ... o :i

Fowls, per do 3 O ... O a

Chickens, per do. (none) .... —
Partridges, per do. 4 3 ... o 4

Hares, per do I 8 ... o 1

Pigeons, per dozen, (none) . . . —~-.

Eggs, per do 9 ...
j

Salmon, whole, (none)

Fresh Cod Fish, lb. (none) . . .

Sturgeon, per do. do

Turnips, per minot, 1 9 ... 2|

Potatoes, per do 1 6 ... Ij

Cabbages, per 100, (none) ....
Onions, per 100, 3 ... 3|

Hay, per 100 bundles, 4 ... 5 0|

Straw, per 100 do. (none) .... —
Do. per bundle, 3 ... Ol

Oats, per minot, 3 ... 3

Peas, per da 7 6 ... si

Flour, per cwt 15 ... 16l

Wood, per cord, 15 ... 17|
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

OF A

SECOND VISIT TO CANADA

IN 1833.
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SUPPLi^JdENTARY NOTES.

The Notes ofmy former trip to Canada having met

JKith a favourable reception, and having myself had

ma: y opportunities of being satisfied that the informa-

tion they conveyed was in every essential particular

correct, and serviceable to Emigrants, I feel tempted

to o£fer a short account of my Second Visit, with an

outline of the state of the province, as I have found

it, at t^is date, October 1833. Two years ago, I

came a solitary and transient visitor. Upon the pre-

sent occasion, I have moved in a manner somewhat

patriarchal; and as there maybe many in like cir-

icumstances, contemplating a similar migration, they,

jut least, will forgive a few travelling details.

To those who can conveniently.arrange it, Liverpool

I

presents by far the best selection of safe and commo-

dious vessels ; and New York will be found to be de-

cidedly the most comfortable route for reaching the

[province of Upper Canada. .^
j

After leaving Scotland, we spent two months very

[agreeably in the Isle of Man, and parted with many

I
kind friends there with sincere regret. The island

is susceptible of much improvement, and can al-

Bb2

(fJlivl'^'^liMLll
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ready boast of several spirited proprietors and far-

mers. It possesses among other memorabilia^ a|

strange variety of tabb^, distinguished by a total ab-

sence of tail. The neighbourhood of Douglas will I

be found an excellent temporary residence, from

whence it is almost every day practicable to visit]

Liverpool, for the purpose of making requisite ar-

rangements for the voyage.

After a lapse of several weeks, I finally pitched!

upon the Eagle, a vessel built in New York, of 320

tons burthen, known as a first-rate sailer, with a]

spacious roomy deck, and elegant cabin. Her com-

mander, and part owner, Captain Lyon, we found!

to be a plain honest seaman, anxiously alive to]

his duty, attentive and accommodating to all onl

board, and desirous that his steerage passengers!

should equally partake with those in the cabin of

the ordinary comforts and accommodations of the!

ship. My family consisted of ten individuals, in-

cluding a man-servant. The charge for a cabin-

passage was L.25. Three of my number were

to be taken at a lower rate, on account of theii

youth ; although I must candidly admit, that man^

an adult would have proved a safer speculatioi

for the Captain's table than the very youngest

amongst them. Including a state-room, for the ex-

clusive use of Mrs F., I paid in whole L.212, lOsj

Our accommodations were quite comfoiliable.

room fifteen feet square, entering from the cabin, fit"!

ted with four bedS; was allotted to three of my fa-j

mily and myself, while the others were distributed ir
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the various state-rooms off the cabin. By authority

I

from the Captain, I purchased a good little cow from

a milkman in Liverpool ; and the ship-butcher sent

gome four year old Cheviot wedders, decidedly the

\best of all sheep for sea-stock ; and finer mutton for

gravy and flavoir* never graced a board. The mi-

nor department of our live-stock was well cared for,

as our Captain took both a pleasure and a pride in

cramming his pigs and poultry to their hearts' con-

Itent.

The crew consisted of twenty steady men. Not

la drop of grog or spirits was served out, as the

Eagle was a " Temperance Ship,*' an arrangement

now becoming very general in the American ports.

The men have coffee in lieu of grog, and the diffe-

rence of price is reckoned to them in their wages.

jMany a poor fellow, I believe, has found reason to

the hour when he agreed to try the good effects

|ofthis exchange.

Wednesday, July 31, had been named by the Cap-

Itam as our day of departure. We accordingly left

iMan upon the preceding Saturday, and took up our

Iqaarters at the Star and Garter. The weather was

Idelightful, and, with the punctuality of a mail coach,

Ithe Eagle started at 11 a. m., on the 31st, in tow of

|i Belfast steamer, the wind being a-head.

It may be well here to notice, a set of sharks in

liverpool, who, under the designation ofship-brokers,

emigrant agents, throw discredit on the respec-

ble part of the profession, and practise all manner

|tf frauds on the unwary. Every possible trap is laid,

•:^: \
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and too many are caught in their toil^. A respecj

table mechanic from Philadelphia, who had been ii

London on business, having heard of the Eagle, an<

the character of her Captain, wi«hed to have a bertl

on board of her. An emigrant agent readily underj

took to secure it. He arranged with Captain Lyoi

at the ordinary rate of such ships as the Eagle, via

L. 4, then charged L.4, lOs., and finally shifted th(

poor man over to a different and inferior vessel, de\

frauding him at the same time, also, heavily on th<

score of provisions. I am happy to observe that thi^

case has been brought forward in a court of law ; an<

as Government has also interfered for the protectio^

of emigrants, there can be no doubt the evil will h{

corrected. Captain Lyon related to me a recent

currence. in which roguery on the one side, and su

plicity on the other, seemed nearly matched.

gentleman of the name of Watson, with his wifcl

took their passage for New York, in a vessel call*

tlie Navarino, without making requisite inquiries ii

to the character of the ship, or of her commandeil

Both turned out to be of the very worst descriptioi

The table was wretchedly supplied, and after somj

most uncomfortable weeks at sea, during which thej

made but little progress, it was one morning ar

nounced that the ship had sprung a leak, and was ij

danger of foundering ; and the Captain coolly pre

posed, at the same time, that the passengers shoulj

either sign an acquittance for the passage-money, ij

which case he agreed to put back, or run all hazarc

and prosecute their voyage. Remonstrance wa
1

^ ..:l £Vu-;ii'&'»^i^i^£Mi*JL',4.'Jk iihi'li.:^ii,£itL'.':*A-i
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vain, the discharge was signed, and the ship reached

a port in Ireland. Mr W. lost his L. 40 of passage-

money ; and under specious pretexts of accelerating

the repairs, was induced to advance L. 100 more, un-

til the Captain should draw upon his owners. The

draft, however, was dishonoured, the poor man came

over to Liverpool, and took a passage with Captain

I

Lyon in the Eagle, having finally made up his mind

to the sacrifice of L. 140. In this case there was cer-

tainly more than an ordinary want of caution dis-

played, but it forms a striking example of the roguery

to be met with, if proper inquiries be neglected.

The misery and loss occasioned to .'le poor steerage

passengers in the Navarino, of whom there was a

I

large number, was even more to be deplored.

Nothing worthy of particular notice occurred du-

Irlng our voyage. The weather was upon the whole

dcightful, and we had once or twice just quant.

\mff, of a breeze, to exhibit the Atlantic in glory.

I
Upon the 16th of August, we were gratified with

the sight of an iceberg, the sun glistening in inde-

scribable splendour on its glassy Ci«fis. It must have

been ten or twelve miles ofi', yet even at that distance

it seemed to be about as large as Inchkeith in the

JFrith of Forth, and as lofty as the Bass.

The 27th of Augui>4. found us safely moored at the

Quarantine station in the lovely Bay of New York.

The sun shone forth with brilliant efiect upon the

Iwooded hills, the distant city, the green fields, and

Uy mansions around, ind all our party were most

Ibvourably impressed with the prospect before them.
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The city was at this time perfectly healthy, anc

our quarantine delay proved little more than a form.

Trade was in its zenith, and the influx of strangers

so great, that difficulties were experienced in findini

quarters even in the numerous ard Mammoth hoteh

of New York. We were happily directed to the

boarding-house of three good ladies of the name oi

Ferral, in Anne Street, a very central and convenient

part of the town. Nothing could possibly exceed]

their kindness and anxiety to provide for our com*

forts. The charge was five dollars per week, each]

person, and a liberal allowance was made to me, in

consideration of the boys not requiring single bed-l

rooms. We remained about ten days in New York,]

occupied pretty much as strangers usually are, see-

ing sights, and enjoying the privilege of locomotior

after the confinement on ship-board, as much at least

as intense heat would permit. I found the kindness

of former friends in no measure abated, and we ha(

the pleasure of making some new and valued ac-

quaintances during our stay.

On Friday^ September 6, we left New Yorl

foii Albany, in the Ehrie, one of those magnificent

steamers, which are so justly the boast of America;

The day was all we could have desired, and the mag-

nificent scenery of the Hudson was enjoyed in th(

utmost perfection. My friend Van R., who ex-j

pected us, awaited our arrival, and I could not but

exclaim Tempora m,utantur, Sfc, when I found that

his selection of a hotel for us was the Temperance'l

House, We enjoyed a laugh upon the occasion, bd
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found ourselves extremely comfortable, a^id met with

Ureat civility from the landlord. There are now
houses of the same description in all the g^eat towns,

there nothing stronger than cider is in use. Du-

ring my former visit to Albany, I was much pleased

with the improvement in live-stock which Van R.

displayed upon his farm. It now afforded me great

Utisfaction to find that his zeal continued unabated,

ind his success decided. He has some very promis-

liog young short horns, bred from the imported stock,

liod the various steps in crossing with native cows,

liiFord a confirmation, were such required, of the

Ihappy influence which the male exercises in effecting

ji change of form, and a tendency to early maturity.

I had the pleasure at this time of being introduced

Ito Mr Van R. senior, the Patroon, a man univer-

Inlly esteemed, of the most amiable manners, and

l^ntlemanly deportment. We spent two days very

[igreeably in Albany. A certain domestic event,

ppily concluded during our stay, deprived us of the

pleasure of meeting Mrs Van R., but from the bus-

and we received every possible attention. We at-

ided the Dutch Reformed Church twice upon the

ibbath, and were well pleased with the service and

preacher.

From Albany it was my intention to travel partly

^ythe road, and partly by canal, to the Canada fron-

tier. In the first instance, therefore, I engaged an

^Extra Exclusive to Utica, which we had the op-

jion of reaching, either late on the first day, or early

the second. The Exclusive is really a convenient

1

>.w.:.-*i..i\ .:-"[ -; ... ..-.->i',j.Lii.-;^--l.-;.-!'i^_.*";**i?i":iii-j,^i;£-:i'**,j7Aii
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mode of travelling, nnd for a party lo numerous

mine, remarkably reasonable. A capital coach, seat«<

for nine, with careful civil drivers, and four goo<

steeds, were put at my disposal to travel as I inj

clined. A change of horses was furnished every tei

t)r twelve miles, with a smartness which would hav<

done no discredit even to the great post roads ol

England, and not a shilling of expense incurred be]

yond the stipulated payment at starting. Thii

amounted, as nearly as possible, to two English shill

lings per mile ; which, for the comfortable conveyanc

of ten persons, can by no means be considered an ei

travagant rate. I sent my servant and heavy bt

gage by the Canal boat from Albany, at a moderat

charge ; and our friend W., who now rejoint

us, made up our number to ten. A rail-road hs

been constructed for twenty miles from Alban]

within the last two years, and promises to succeej

well. Our first stage was upon it to the ancient cit

of Schenectady, as it is pompously termed in tl

guide books. Here we had breakfast, and soon

terwards entered upon the beautiful valley of tt

Mohawk. The river is a fine one, even in the vicinit

of Hudson, and makes many a noble sweep throu^

the rich and well cultivated farms, the luxurir.nt met

dows, and fine woods, lying in its course, while tl

distant Kaatskill mountains, and other ranges

hills, diversify the scenery, and render it highly pij

turesqne. The road was very tolerable, the day brij

liant, and our party in high glee. We reached tl

village of Little Falls about sunset, and remains
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here in a very comfortable hotel for the night. Thitt

place was lately the property of Mr Elllicc, our pre-

lent War Secretary. It is well placed upon tlw*

Uand Canal, and is considered to be of far greater

ralue than the price obtained for it. The situation

|uid scenery around are wild and romantic.

Tuesdayf September 10.—We moved at seven, and

Ihad a pleasant drive along the river through the Ger-

Iman Flats, varied occasionally by diverging into the

foods, to the little town of Herkimmer, where we

litopt to breakfast. The season has been cold, wet,

lind ungenial. The Indian corn has suffered severe-

lly, the wheat we were told had reached a fair aver-^

m<Qy and was well got in ; but we saw fine oats this

Inoming, as also upon subsequent occasions, in a very

Ibackward and unpromising state. From Herkimmer

Ife continued our journey to Utica, ifrequently upon

[the very edge of the canal, which seemed everywhere

Iteeming with trade and with' travellers. Utica is a

lehild of the canal, and is fast becoming a considerable

own. The warehouses, stores, &c., all bespeak a

prosperous condition, and we saw several private man-

lions, the erection of which, we were assured, had cost

heir owners 10,000 dollars. The surrounding country

I beautiful and varied. Land is valuable, and sells at

»m 25 to 45 dollars per acre. Mr Bagg's Hotel,

rhere we lodged, is a large and I'emarkably well kept

oase, and would be considered as such in any part

the world. We here made an agreeable and ac-

|tidental acquaintance with Mr Cateler, a gentleman

om Warwickshire, who joined a large flouring esta-

•

.
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bliihmont in thin pluco, about two yoarH n^o. ||(

fKtnductod UH through the ir which ii extfiniiv^

and tho machinery complete. Economy of innnuf

labour in of course a paramount f»bject, and Hcciiiti u
have been Huccetisfully attained, m tho wheat m rnm^i

from the boat into the meatiu'ing trough, and paHMt;

through the various processeM of cleaning, griniiini

bolting, and barrelling, with a very moderate applical

tion of liands. The concern pays well, and M.. C. get

on well enough with the natives. If a little jcalousi

existed at iirst, they begin now to discover the adj

vantage of men of capital and iikill settling amoi

them. It is part of Mr C's business to visit the u(

joining district some weeks before harvest, for thJ

purpose of estimating and purchasing wheat. In thil

way he sees a great deal of land, and had this sepsoJ

inspected about 8000 acres of wheat. The quantitj

and quality were excellent. He has paid for some {

high as one dolla** and five cents per bushel. Thj

home Gonsumpt i 'eat, and almost the whole flouj

produced from this mill is disposed of in tliis way

various points upon the canal. In his jom'ney of thil

year he met with some very luxuriant crops. Oi

one fine farm of 320 acres upon Lake Oneida, he ws

BO taken with a 20-acre field of wheat, that he offere^

the farmer thirty dollars an acre for it overhead. Thij

was declined ; but he was told he might have the fan

itself at the same rate, a proposal which did not e:

actly suit his views, and which excited some surprise

as the owner was a wealthy and respectable man. Thj

reason assigned was, a numerous family, with a kno\

.1 • •.' -•''-•' ^-.ti'i-'j.'-
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mge that land equally ^ood wan to be had in Mi-

Uigan for a dollar and a quarter. Nothing will fix

IJottatAan to a Hpot, however favoured, when a golden

liiit is held out, orwhen tempted to believe that he can

|fl any way better himself by a change. Cows sell hero

t from twenty to thirty dollars. Good ordinary horses

bm fifty to a hundred dollars ; and Mr C. was consi-

ered to have paid quite 2kfancy price, when he lately

tre one hundred and twenty dollars for a colt of

ap<>rior fashion and action. We here received, with-

Bt any charge, a part of our luggage which had been

brgot at Little Falls, and was immediately forward-

by the landlord, so soon as it was observed.

Wednesday^ 11.—We had a fine ride to-day,

brough a varied and well cultivated country, to Syra-

Tlie weather continues delightful, and the im-

eose quantity of iruit in the orchards, especially the

andard peaches, excited in our party much surprise.

lie trees are aterally bending under their load, and

ground is covered with the fallen. Pigs and

Dultry, cows and calves, are every where devouring

em at will. From the town of Camillus, I took

ky seat beside our driver, and found him a most in-

ligent amusing fellow. He told me that he had

irteen dollars per month, with board, and a carU

knche for liquor, but that he rarely tasted any thing

onger than cider ; sometimes a drop of brandy in a

wet night. " A few years ago," says he, " Sir, no

chman considered himself qualified to drive a stage

he was drunk, ; but there is avast change now-

iays,"—and I believe it is the case, for I found an

i^

\

I
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offer of a treat at the bar, on more thau one occasic

civilly decj'ned. A stage-coachman in this count!

has a very severe and laborious life. His hours

quite uncertain, as he is liable at any time to be dii

patched with an exfirn, besides his regular work, ar

no horse-keeper is allowed. The grooming depar

ment, to be sure, is not of the Yorkshire school ; hi

still, the heavy crustations of mud must be in soi

measure removed, and food and water supplied

Fifteen quarts of oats, with as much ha; as they

eat, is considered the best allowance for road worj

We had a pair of particularly smart punch free-goii

fnachiners in the wheels. They were seven yei

old, and valued at three hundred dollars, or L.67, 1(

We passed through a remarkably fine farm, belonj

ing to a Mr Bennett, with whom my friend on

box had once served* Farm servants liave generalj

about ten dollars per month, and board. In the

lage of Ellbridge, while changing horses, I look^

through a good brick mansion, building by.contra<

It was to be completed for two thousand dollars,

L. 450. Syracuse owes its prosperity in part to t\

canal, and in part to the salt springs around it, whi^

are highly valuable and productive. We found Ooi

stack's Hotel in no respect inferior to Mr Bagg's.

Thursdayy 1^^—The weather still continued

vourable, and our drive to*daywas extremely pleasi

The country was under fair cultivation, with a coj

tinuation of 1uxuliant orch£rds. We reached Aubi

about noon, a thriving, cheerful town, chiefly remari

able for the great , State^Prison. We met with e[
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ellent quarters, and a most gentlemanly landlord in

he large Hotel of Mr Nayes. Our afternoon wm
BTOted to visiting the jail. The discipline of this

iblishment has been often fully detailed. It is an

iteresting sight, and the arrangements for prevent-

verbal intercourse among the prisoners appear

^enious and complete. We were struck with the

]uent appearance of ophthalmia, designated by t>

bade worn over the eyes. The keeper, however,

ited, that a dread of recognition by old acquaint-

Dces, had its full efFt^ct in making this a favourite

onplaint.

If the punishment is realli/ severe enough to prove

I

corrective or a preventive of crime, then is it as-

aredly delightful to find ourfellow creatures, degrad-

as they may have become, engaged in useful oc-

ppations, and more than defraying the expenses in-

prred for their clothing and food. In my humble

pion, however, this seems to be a problem not yet

itisfactorily solved; and as regards its applicability

I the jails of Great Britan, I have little hope that

lean be ever introduced, without inflicting unmerited

ijary upon the honest mechanic. In one of the yards

le observed the model of st« vessel, ornamented with

jrariety of grotesque figures. It proved to be the

orkmanship of an insane prisoner, who was thus ai-

red to follow the bent of his mind, and, in the

prse of much laborious application to a favourite

Bi}it, effected the cure of his disease. It rather

prised us to be informed, that prisoners condemn-

Ifor life, fre,quently.procure their discharge sooner

.• 5 1'
^ 1 I
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than those sentenced for a limited period. It wouU
seem that the former apply more assiduously anc

steadily to work, and thus succeed in obtaining leavj

to petition. A certified report of good conduct

companies this, and is generally followed by a p{

don ; while the latter recklessly continue trusting

the lapse of time which, if they survive, must ultj

mately secure them their freedom. The female coi

victs are placed in the upper part of the building

and are invisible to strangers. All attempts

control the distingpuishing privilege of the sex ha^

proved utterly hopeless, and been long since abai

doned. The jail appeared to be in all parts clea^

and in good order ; it is a handsome substantial stoi

building, disfigured by a wretched wooden pupp^

on the roof, intended to represent a citizen warrior

all his glory.

A good many Indians were passing this eveninj

and a little trait of character amused us. TheJ

chanced to be a small menagerie exhibiting, in

booth opposite to our hotel. It was known thj

some of the larger animals would be removed to

stable at sunset, and a large assemblage of juvenij

cits awaited the happy moment. In due time tl

elephant, muffled up like a sage-femme in a fros^

night, issued forth at around trot, accompanied by tl

dromedary, &c.and followedby a crowd, whose shot

expressed their delight. The little Indians follow^

also, but in place of gazing on the strange monstel

equally new to them, they marked, with anxious a^

expressive gestures to each other, the jootsteps ii

pressed upon the dust.

JXUttA^^^iiiti^ .
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FridayJ
18.—We had resolved, as a variety, to try

the canal, which passes within eight miles of Auburn,

i at a small village called Weed's Basin, for which we

I

took coach after breakfast, and about noon were em-

barked in the track-boat. It was crowded with pas-

sengers, and of course somewhat uncomfortable. The

night scene in the cabin baffles description, and I could

with difficulty credit my eyesight, when, on the fol-

I

lowing morning, I witnessed the discharge of its con-

I
tents.

Saturday, 14.—We reached Rochester to break

-

I

fast, and changed our boat for one going forward to

I Lockport. This mushroom city continues to prosper,

and presents a busy scene of enterprise and specula-

tion. Our boat was a small one, but our party was

much diminished in numbers, and no less improved

in other respects. We met our pleasant and intelli-

U[ent countryman G ^ as also Judge Porter and

family, whose name is identified with Niagara as pro-

Iprietor of Goat Island, and constructor of that re-

Imarkable bridge which connects it with the main

land. He is a gentleman of plain unaffected manners,

land possessed of much intelligence and general in-

Iformation. Upon the whole, I consider the canal a

Irery pleasant occasional mode of travelling. You
lare sure to meet with a mixed altitude, which a

litranger should anxiously desiderate, having in this

pay the best chance of receiving the information he

Irequires. It will be wisdom, however, to listen with

li cautious ear, as there exists not only a selfish de-

[iiign in many to inveigle strangers, but a natural and

c c

I
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h

innocent bias to view, with too partial an eye, the ad-

1

vantages of their own location* I was frequently

amused with instances of this. No sooner had the)

man of Pennsylvania concluded his eulogium» than]

the man of Michigan, or of Ohio, was ever ready tal

take up ** the wondrous tale." The numerous low

bridges over the canal are extremely annoying, and

require constant attention. My youngest boy was

prostrated, happily without injury, as we entered Ho-

Chester, and a poor woman receivi^d a deadly blow I

on the following morning at Lockport. The boats,

too, are made naiTow and confined, to ensure speed, I

and a very little inadvertence in moving about may

leave you in the lurch. While on deck this fore-

noon, my attention was attracted by a splash, the boat I

going at a good rate, and, on looking around, to my
consternation I beheld George, a fellow of ten years

old, in the centre of the canal, sticking erect, like

Tantalus, with the water at his chin. He was

speedily relieved, without further damage than a

little fright and a complete soaking ; but had it hap-

pened a few yards further on, the event might havei

been very di£ferent, as the canal there suddenly deep-

ens. It was altogether to be considered as a very!

providential escape. We reached Lockport in the

evening, and there bade adieu to the boat.

Mondayf 16.— We remained all yesterday inl

Lockport, which is a growing place, and receives its!

name from the stupendous lockage at this point. The]

canal here descends from the level of Lake Erie to|

that of Ontario.
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The distance from this to Lewiston is twenty

miles. Our road lay for some miles through forest

land, with occasional steep banks. At one of these,

our driver requested us to walk down, as the coach,

at that time acting as a sleigh, had run down the

horses last winter in a pitch-dark night, and gave

three terrified travellers several summersets into a

wild glen below, from which they marvellously es-

caped with unbroken bones. The latter part of our

ride was upon the Ridge road, bordered by excellent

farms, with orchards, and many noble oak-trees.

Lewiston is a pretty large village, and the magni-

ficent scenery at the Ferry delighted us all.

On our left was the fine river, pouring forth from

the rocky chasm, which extends seven miles above to

the Falls, the banks richly wooded with oak and

cedar ; and on the right we could trace its source,

stretching along in silent majesty to the lake. We
landed at Queenstone, where we procured a small

coach and a waggon to take us to the Falls ; and I as-

certained, in a hurried visit to Mr H., that our bag-

gage from Scotland, via Quebec, had arrived in safety.

The day continued extremely pleasant, and curiosity

became intense as we drew nigh to the Falls. For a

time, however, we were doomed to disappointment,

as there was neither smoke to be seen^ nor noise

heard, even within half a mile of the cataract. The

variations in this respect are curious and interesting.

They depend, of course, upon the atmosphere and

wind, but on what precise principle seems to me un-

certain. After living for many weeks on the spot, I

i
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feel perfectly unable to account for the difference we

observed in appearance and sound. The windows of

our bedroom at the pavilion were in constant tremor,

reminding us of a steam-boat cabin ; but ofttimes the

roar was nearly lulled, when we could perceive no

adequate reason for its silence. It is altogether a

stupendous sight, and, in my opinion^ each time it is

revisited, grows in beauty and in sublimity. One

night we had thunder and very vivid blue lightning,

when the Falls assumed a new and most interesting

aspect, and frequently a bright and soft moonshine

exhibited light and shadow in strong and interesting

contrast. The Pavilion Hotel was kept at this time

by a person of the name of Crysler. I agreed to

board my family there at 5J dollars per week for

each, reckoning us at 7^ in number, a rate which I

believe to have been too high. The house wag

wretchedly kept, and after enduring much filth and

discomfort, with no little impertinence from the land-

lord, I removed to the Brick Tavern in Drummond-

ville, close adjoining, kept by Mr Slater, where we

appear likely to have every comfort and accommoda-

tion, with a saving to-boot, of 1^ dollar each person

per week.

It may be useful here to state the exact expense

of transporting such a family as mine from New
Yorl^ to Niagara, travelling in the easy mode we

adopted.
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Expensesfrom New York to Niagara,

Dollars.

Steam-boat to Albany, meals, &c. : . 82

Bill in Albany, 27

Extra to Utica and Railroad, . 38

Breakfast at Schenectady, ... 3

Bill at Little Falls, .... 4

Breakfast at Herkimmer, ... 3

Bill at Utica, 11

Extra to Syracuse, 25

Bill at ditto, 8

Extra to Auburn, 12

Bill at ditto, ...... 11

Extra to Weed^s Basin, .... 6

Canal boat to Rochester (meals included), 22^

Bill at Rochester, 3

Canal boat to Lockport (meals included), 19^

BiU at Lockport, 12

Extra to Lewiston, 10

Ferry and Extra to the Falls, . . 8

256 = L.50, 128.

11

The whole distance is about 550 miles.

After getting my family settled, the state of the

province, with regard to land, sales, &c. became a lead-

ing object of attention. Emigration, numerically

considered, has this year decreased, but a large

amount of capital has flown in, and with it a number

of individuals well calculated to raise the respectabi-

lity and value of the province. Several new town-

ships have been opened, and many retired officers

have been led to exchange their swords for plough-

shares. Of these many will become valuable set-

tlers ; while others, it is to be feared, will find the
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monotony of a forest life somewhat unpalatable. 1

have heard of several instances where much trouble

has been occasioned to the purchasers of government
I

lands in new townships by the Squattersy who had
I

established themselves thereon. Government gives!

no protection to these intruders, and the law awards
I

them no compensation; but as unpleasant conse-

quences must ever attend violent ejections, it should

!

be a primary object to settle with such gentry before

making a purchase.

Land in Canada has risen remarkably in value, or

at all events in price, within these two years. There

has been an over excitement upon the subject, and

many a settler may safely boast of having brought
{

with him more dollars than discretion. Prices have

been paid for uncleared land, which can hardly ever

be expected to repay the buyer ; for I have heard of

even so much as 15 or 16 dollars per acre having

been given for the Bush,

The intrinsic worth of 100 acres depends upon sol

great a variety of circumstances, that it is mere folly

to dogmatize upon the subject. One man likes light

land, another selects clay. One insists upon being,

at oncBy surrounded by neighbours, another is willing

to let them find their way to him. Some wisely

consider health as a paramount object, accompaniedl

by a good supply of spring or running water. Othersl

are indi£Perent to these things, or at least refuse toj

put them in competition with conmiercial advantages,!

vicinity to market, &c. Every man, in short, has hii}j

own taste, and all that I would urge upon the emi-

i-ti'.Jk^^^
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grant) is to see and hear what he can, and, after sub

mitting the result to his own cool and deliberate

judgment, finally to choose for himself. Nothing

can be more certain than that, fix where he mayy he

will be told by a hundred kind friends that he has

played the fool, which in plain English generally

means, that he has committed a grievous error in not

settling beside them. They will tell him of land far

superior to his, to be had at half the price which he

has paid, with many a like comfortable remark ; and

if he has not the good sense to shake them o£P, or to

give his comforters their full swing, without inter-

ruption or attention, he will speedily find himself in

a mess of anxiety and trouble.

Animadversions have been made upon the price

which €rovernment puts upon the land exposed to

public sale, and unfavourable contrasts are drawn be-

tween our Land-office and that of the United States.

So long as purchasers are found, there is perhaps no

reasonable ground for remark ; but it cannot be ex-

pected, while the States are at hand, and public lands

sell at 1^ dollar per acre there, that the great pro-

proportion of emigrants will incline to pay four ; and

if this high rate has been adopted, to discourage

Americans from settling in the province, the policy

cannot be admired as profound.

I have always considered Canada as more conge-

nial to British enugrants than the States, and I have

found no reason to alter my opinion ; I mean in so

far as regards personal enjoyment and family com-

fort. A good steady British farmer, with a mode-

1 )
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rate capital, may become quite as prosperous in Up-

per Canada as in any part of the States, and vice

versa ; but he will e«itablish himself in the former at

far less hazard of sacrificing his health and his habits,

than he can do in the latter. A little community mi-

grating together to the valley of the Mississippi, to

Michigan, or elsewhere, will no doubt escape many

woes which await an isolated individual ; but I can

still see nothing to be gained even by such a party in

the States, which they may not secure in Canada. If

prudently looked for, land is to be found in the one

nearly or altogether as good and as cheap as in the

other ; and even with the cosmopolite, a feeling will

occasionally whieiper, that his time and his capital

might be perhaps as well expended upon what per-

tains to his native land. It may be asked, indeed, Is

Canada to be for ever an appendage of Britain?

Possibly not. But many solid reasons combine to

place the event of a separation in a distant perspec-

tive, provided the province shall be governed with

firmness and discretion. Real grounds of complaint

must be removed, and turbulent discontented spirits

kept in check. Let the voice of the people be listen-

ed to, when they realli/ do speak for themselves, *nd

tangible evils redressed ; then will the sound sense of

the colonists lead them cheerfully to support and to

strengthen Government in the measures required for

securing the general welfare of the community.

It is with regret that I have observed, from time

to time, unequivocal expressions of contempt vented

upon our enterprising neighbours in the States.
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Whether this may display itself in discussing a form

of government, a mode of election, or in paltry ap-

plications of nicknames and bad jokes, it can only re-

flect discredit upon those who indulge it. The Ame-
ricans are prospering beyond example, let Canadian

sages assert what they may ; and if the moralist finds

ground for lamenting the trickery, the grossness, and

other offences of the YankeCf it is but reasonable to

remind him of the mote and of the beam. To the

elegancies and proprieties of polite society, as we
view them, the great mass of the American people

are absolutely strangers ; they know them not, they

are busily engaged each in managing his own affairs,

and are as yet too neglectful of many things which

tend to sweeten the social intercourse of life ; but I

have ever found them substantially kind, friendly,

I

and obliging, and ready to take a great deal more

real trouble for a stranger, than the best bred beau

I

of our land.

We hear occasionally of individuals returning to

I

Europe, filled with disappointment, and railing with-

out mercy against Canada or the States. I have met

Nirith some of these, and have no hesitation in de-

nouncing them as indolent and weak, or as persons

?eho have come out puffed up with imaginary notions

of their own qualifications and deserts. I assert that

no sober, steady, indtisiriotis man, toitk expectations aand

msires under reasonable control, ever yet lived to repent

Us removal either to Canada or to the States, Many an-

noyances and privations may attend his progress ; but

I

in the darkest hour, while health remains, he can see

s way to a happy issue of his cares. If such be

:it
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the case with him who labours for his daily bread, it

applies no less to the moderate capitalist who can af-

ford to hire assistance on his farm. The man who

can bring out £ 1000 or £ 1500, and command an in-

come of £ 100 or £200 besides, may enjoy in Canada

as much comfort, and as many luxuries, as generally

fall to the human lot. Society, roads, field-sports,

&c, certainly differ much from what he may have

been accustomed to ; but still the materiel of enjoy-

ment is there, and requires only a cheerful disposi-

tion to welcome it, in the form which it here assumes.

The Canada Company have partaken largely of that

prosperity which, in spite of the opinion of some, I

consider them as having essentially increased. Gode*

rich in the Huron tract is at present a special object
j

of attention, and Dr D is now established there
j

as resident agent. Under his auspices, a steam-boat is

to be built at Goderich this winter, which must prove
j

a great acquisition and convenience to the settlers.

The great and interesting subject of Pauper Emi-

1

gration continues to engage the Lieutenant-Gover-

1

nor's attention. Pauperism, as it is found in Eng-

land, is perhaps the greatest political Upas that ever I

blighted the energies of a free nation. Discontent
|

and demoralization inevitably attend it, in its pre-

tentform; and the period, it is feared, cannot be very!

remote, when the peasantry and landholders of Eng-

land will come to a fearful issue. Already, as ap-

pears from undoubted evidence, has incendiarism car-

ried its point ; and the farmers of Sussex have beenl

compelled to promise wages, which the labourersl

themselves admit cannot be paid, except by aid froml

[gini j'rfllaiM'-'i^^^^^^r^ ^,..,.
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the parish. Can 8uch a system be longer tolerated

in a country with any pretensions to civil govern-

ment? Assuredly, if not thoroughly remodelled,

anarchy and rebellion must quickly ensue.

Desperate and dissolute, too, as these paupers are,

I am rather inclined to consider them as the wretch-

ed slaves of bad habits and a bad system, than as

hopelessly abandoned and depraved, fjasily can I

imagine the worst of them to become useful and

happy members of society, if removed to a sphere of

action, where independence and comfort are placed

within their reach. It is, moreover, no smaU aggra-

ration of the evil to reflect, that in itself a provision

by law for the destihUe poor is wholesome and right.

Even at this hour, while it is productive of so much

mischief in England, I would consider its introduc-

tion, upon sound principles^ to be of the greatest avail

in our sistei isle. Why, then, is no remedy applied ?

Can it be indeed true, that the canker lies too deep

for the knife ? Let us hope better things of our le-

gislators and statesmen, and anticipate some early

and effective measures. No able-bodied man, in

good health, ought to receive the wages of industry

for living in idleness, as thousands do at this hour, in

the southern counties of England. Let an option be

given either to emigrate upon fair and liberal terms,

or shift for themselves at home. No reasonable man

will say that such a law would be unjust, neither

would any lavish expenditure of public money be re-

quired. The nation possesses millions of acres in

her North American provinces, at present in a state

\U

'
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of nature) which might he partially cleared, hy parish

paupers, finding healthy and profitable employment

for them, relieving their parishes i.^ so many leeches

and producing little farms, cultivated to such an ex-

tent as would suit the moderate capitalist, who
shrinks, perhaps, from plunging his family at once in-

to the Bush, and the sale of which would bring in

ample returns to the State. A good many paupers

are annually sent out, but unfortunately upon no re-

g^ar system. That some such arrangement would

be an immense saving to the parish, no one can doubt.

(See Appendix, No. 2.) It is stated in an interest-

ing Report lately published, that four families sent

out by the town of Rye " had done well, and the

cost of owe largefamily was saved in two years,'' An

organized system of Pauper Emigration, upon an ex-

tensive scale, and embracing the plan of employing

the paupers in partially clearing government land,

has been submitted by Sir John Colborne to the Co-

lonial Office.* It is therefore earnestly to be hoped

that some really effective measures will ere long be

adopted by Parliament, upo i this vital and important

subject.

About this time a good deal of inquiry was mak-

ing for U, E, rights^ which are grants of compensa-

tion bestowed upon loyalists who sufiered at the Re-

* According to estimates furnished by Sir John, English pa-

rishes will be enabled to rid themselves inperpetuum of ables-bo-

died paupers at an outlay of about L. 7 per head ; while, on the

other hand, the men would be provided with the means of be-

coming independent, and their employment by Goyernment

would bring in large returns.
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volution of the Provinces. These may he hought for

a small sum, and confer the right of demanding from

Government the number of specified acres. In this

vf'ay 100 acres may he sometimes purchased for about

£10. So far the transaction would seem to be ad-

vantageous, and has in many cases really proved so.

There are, however, various drawbacks, and all is

not gold that glisters. Government may designate

the location, and is in no way disposed to counte-

nance the transfer. Besides this, the holder must

fulfil certain obligations, such as building a hou'^c, and

residing in it by himself or deputy for thr c ;' ars

certain, making a portion of road, and bearing the

whole expense of his deed. Upon the whole, it ap-

I

peared to me pretty evident, that if this mode of ac-

I quiring land had been really desirable, few of these

[Rights would at this time of day be found in the

market. Some new legislative enactments are, I un-

derstand, in contemplation, which will render these

^ants still less available to transferees.

After visiting York, to make some inquiries at the

I

Land- Office, and to pay our respects to Sir John Col-

borne, W and I prepared for an excursion to

part of the Western District. We engaged an in-

telligent and respectable farmer to convey us whither'

soever we inclined to travel, for three dollars per

day, he supporting himself and horses.

Upon the morning of the 4th October we left the

I

Pavilion about eight o'clock, in a roomy waggon,

[with a pair of excellent nags. The day was favour-

)le, and the road good. We crossed the Welland

III
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Canal about six miles after starting, and passed

through St John's, a romantic village in a district

called the Short Hills, From the Falls to this there

is a great deal of coarse clay, much of it flat, and lia-

ble, I should think, to suffer much from surface mois-

ture. After passing the Short HillSf we descended

to Clinton Township, and got into the main road, pa-

rallel with the Lake. Clinton is here a rich and va-

luable clay, with a range of low banks or hills, a

portion commonly pertaining to each farm ; it re-

minded us a good deal of the Valley of the Hudson,

above Albany. There is here, however, a sad defi-

ciency of water ; and at a tavern where we stopped,

the poor horses were scarcely allowed the where-

withal to moisten their lips. We reached Hamilton, i

a distance of fifty miles, about half-past five. This I

little town is growing fast, and we were told that
|

about seventy new buildings were at present in pro-
{

gross.

October 5.—A fine morning, slight frost, with thin I

ice. We drove five miles to Dundas to breakfast,

through some fine farms and romantic scenery. The

woods here assumed the brilliant tints of autumn,

which are in this country beautifully diversified. We
met here with a farmer from Dumfries Township,

which is nearly filled up. Land sells there in a wild

state, freely, at four and five dollars per acre, and

its quality far enough from being first rate.

We had Lake herrings at breakfast, a very deli-

cate fish. They seem to m^ near akin, both in fla-

vour and appearance, to the white fish, though nei-
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ther 80 large nor so rich. Eleven thousand have been

taken at one sweep of the seine. We passed over

some very indifiPerent road this forenoon in Beverley,

and also in a part of Waterloo, which occasioned our

being benighted, and long ere we could reach the city

of Guelph it was dark as pitch. On our entrance

we were somewhat at a loss in what direction to

steer for a tavern, when a friendly voice hailed us,

unseeia, with instructions, and an assurance that we
might safely ** go a-head^' as there were no stumps in

the wayi Fatigued with a jolting ride, we were well

satisfied to find ourselves safely deposited at the

Swan.

October 6.—As our route to-day led through a

wild and thinly settled tract, we determined on leav-

ing the waggon, and adopting the saddles we had

brought for the purpose. It was necessary, how-

ever, to procure an additional nag, and I sallied

forth in quest of an old tavern acquaintance, Mr Oli-

ver, who I found had retired from the Bar, and now
confined his attention to brewing good ale for the

lieges. He was unable to supply our wants, but re-

commended us to a tailor, who transferred us to a

butcher, by whom we were introduced to the owner

of a Lower Canada pony, andW finally mount-

« i thereon, at a charge of 3s. sterling per day. We
got a good deal of information from Oliver, upon the

state of the township. Many settlers with capital

have established themselves since my former visit,

and a great deal of money has been circulated.

Guelph can now boast of three handsome churches.

i

ni
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divers well supplied stores, a large grist-mill^ &ct

A fire of some extent had lately occurred and de-

stroyed some large houses, but they are already in

course of being rebuilt.

The first part of our ride was through several

farms, which seemed to have been abandoned to a

wilderness of thistles. Matters improved as we ad*

vanced, and by noon, when we reached the farm of

Mr Armstrong in Elramosa, we found the soil valu-

able, and water abundant. The soil of Guelph is not

rich, but it is well watered, and the town remarkably

well supplied. Within the kitchen of our tavern,

and only a few feet from the fire-place, there was a

delightful spring of the purest water, a convenience

of no small moment, where labour is of so much valm

as it is here.

The principal object of our ride to-day was to ex-

amine a block of land in the township of Nichol, and

we had been erroneously directed to Mr Armstrong,

as one who could conduct us there.

He put us on our way, however, to the farm of
|

Mr Dunwoodie from Dumfries-shire, and an old

tenant of Mr Hope Johnstone. By this good family

we were welcomed in a spirit of genuine hospitality,

and sat down to a comfortable dinner, where excellent

!

sheep S'head broth formed an acceptable item. After

a glass of good whisky-toddy, and being furnished

with the aid of Mr Bryden, a Scotch settler in the

neighbourhood, as our guide through the forest to

EUora Falls, a distance of about twelve miles, we left

Mr Dunwoodie, and were soon immersed in the
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woods. I have seldom seen a better pedestrian than

our guide, who dashed away through buvh and brake

at a slapping pace, and performed the distance in two

hours and foi*ty minutes. The soil was rich, and the

wood of great size and valuable kinds. Ellora be-

longs to Mr Gilkison, and is intended to become u

town upon his portion of Nichol. It is a beautiful

situation, with most romantic scenery, and valuable

mill-power on the Grand River. A bridge is at pre-

sent building, and extensive mills erecting.

Mr Fraser, who has acted as agent for Mr G., in-

sisted upon our taking quarters in the manor-house^ as

the tavern was rather in a rough state. There had

been a " Bee " held for two preceding days, in open-

ing a road or some such job, and thejollification had

scarcely yet subsided. We got a most comfort-

able supper, however, and kind reception, for which

we were sincerely thankful. Some respectable set-

tlers from the adjoining township of Woolwich,

spent the evening with us, and communicated much

useful information.

Oct, 7.—Our host volunteered to ride with us af-

ter breakfast up the banks of the river, to view the

object of our visit, distant about seven miles. The

day was fine, and the prodigious height of the maples,

the walnuts, elms, &c. gave a solemn character to

the stillness of the forest. The only trace of a road

consisted in ** blazes'' or chips taken from the bark of

the trees. Occasionally some immense overthrown

trunk blocked up the only passage, and we had no-

thing for it then but a sporting leap ; a performance

Dd

'i i
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which the Canadian pony took bis own mode of

executing, somewhat to the discomposure of his rider,

as it more nearly resembled the feats of grimalkin

than any equestrian movement we had ever seen.

The soil we found to be of first-rate quality, a

deep black loam, rather inclining to sand, upon a

stratum of limestone, and the luxuriance of clover

and other grasses was quite refreshing to look on.

I had come somehow rather prejudiced against the

district, under an idea, that, if the soil around Guelph

was but second rate, it must be still worse further

back. Never was I more out in my conjectures.

The land is of the best description, and I was alto-

gether so entirely satisfied with soil, situation, and

other advantages, that, since this visit, I have pur-

chased a block of 7000 acres. Upon this, with the

aid and co-operation of some friends, ere many years

pass away, I hope to see a thriving community esta-

blished. There are some fine falls upon the river,

which is clear as crystal, flowing over a limestone

bed, full of delicious trout, and the forest abounds in

a variety of game.

In reference to the capabilities of Nichol, I offer

with some coii idence the following calculations >

With a capital of £ 500 Sterling, which is equal to

£600 currency, a man may purchase and improve 200

acres of wild land in Nichol.

---.--"—^ "^ '- A.ii L - .>»1. JJ^ „».. ..^ C.v.fcT F-.*J1'»a^.J
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FIRST YEAR.

Thp purchase-money of 200 acres, at 4 dollars per

acre, or L. 1 currency per acre, . . L. 200

A log-house, .... 60

Some furniture for log-house, . . 20

Bam, including stable and cow-house, . 50

Household and other expenses till after harvest, 30

Clear, fence, and sow 50 acres with wheat, at L. 4

per acre, ... * 200

On the 60 acres of wheat he will have 25 bushels

per acre, which, at 4s. 6d. per bushel, L. 281

Deduct expense of harvesting, L. 35 10

Household and other expenses, 46
81

Clears the first year,

This year he has the original 50 acres and the 37^

cleared this season all in wheat, the seed for the

60 acres to be debited against the ensuing crop.

87^ acres, at 25 bushels at 4s. 6d. .

Expense of harvesting, &c. . I

Seed as above for 60 acres, at 1 bushel

per acre, at 4s. 6d. .

Household and other expenses,

X Clears the second year,
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THIRD YEAR.

All having been hitherto done by contract, there

has now to be charged the expense of stocking

the farm, and servants' wages and board, L. 285

Wheat seed for 87i acres, at 1 bushel per acre, at

4s. Od. ....
Grass seed for 25 acres, at 3s. per acre,

Assis;<:ance during harvest,

Household and other expenses.

Has the name crop as last year, but not at so

much expense in thrashing, &c. his own ser-

vants assisting

:

874 acres in wheat,

Assistance thrashing, &c. . L. 35

Household and other expenses, 37

19 3
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perceptibly increased since my last visit, and seems

quite in a prosperous way. We called upon Mr
Dickson, but found that he had gone to attend the

assizes at Niagara. We visited Mr Shade, who has

lately taken possession of a handsome stone mansion

fronting the river. After dinner, we pursued our

journey upon the west side of the river, through a

great deal of very light land, to Paris. The road led

through the farm of Mr Ballingall, which seemed to

be in good order, and is becoming very produc-

tive. It will be recollected that Mr Ballingall had

just made his purchase when I was formerly here.

Paris seems to have its share of growing improve-

ment, but has for this season sufiFered considerable

inconvenience, from the bridge having been swept

away in a flood. We were told that it would ere

long be replaced. The village can boast of two

tailors, two gay dress-makers, besides a post-office,

several stores, &c. &c. The tavern was in a tempo-

rary dwelling, and our accommodation consequently

poor ; but the landlord was remarkably civil, and de-

sirous to oblige. My attention was attracted by a

rough-looking pony in the stable, which proved to

be a Canada trotter. He had received much bad

usage, and no training, but could do his twelve miles

easily in an hour. Some travelling showmen had

purchased him for forty dollars, and had the modesty

to ask a hundred. I inquired if the animal would

go in harness, and received for answer from our

driver, that he doubted much if he could be relied on,

as he had distributed a waggon the day before,

—



SECOND VISIT IN 1833. 419

meaning thereby that he had smashed it to atoms.

These great trotters are becoming of high value. I

saw one when in New York sold by auction for 700

dollars. An English gentleman has lately purchased

a good deal of land opposite to Paris, and is carry-

ing on extensive improvements. The soil is of the

same light sandy description as Dumfries, and will

require to be gently treated.

Oct. 9.— We started at seven for Blandford,

passing through part of Blenheim and Oxford town-

ships. The soil is in some places rather light, but

the country in many places very agreeable. At
Blandford village we called upon Jl who had

unfortunately gone to his clearing^ some miles off in

the woods, and our time did not permit us to await

his return. There is some excellent land in this

quarter. We got to Martin's Tavern upon the great

London Road about two o'clock, a distance of thirty

miles from Paris. We met this forenoon one of

those soft ones who raise an outcry against Canada,

as they would do against any other country than

their calf one. Having inquired the distance tu

Martin's Tavern, the man's answer betrayed his na-

tive land to be our own. I asked him how he liked

Canada ? He replied, " Middling, Sir : no sae weel

as hame" " Have you kept your healthT " Never a

day sick since I came outT " Have you afarm ofyour

own<i or good employment f* " / have two brothers in

farms of their oum, and I have constant work, and good

wages." " What is your objections, then, to the coun-

tryf " 'Deed I dinna ken; but I Just like hame

better:*

•^Mt****"!*"--*!,..,
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A mode of chopping is in use hereabouts, termed

slashing. It consists in merely prostrating the trees,

without any further operation for a season, and then

at leisure consuming the whole by fire. It is a cheap

method, and may be done for four dollars an acre,

nstead of twelve ; but its success depends upon the

Kind and condition of the wood. If there is much

pine, and a brisk conflagration, it will answer well

;

but if the trees are stubborn and unwilling to kindle

freely, as often happens, the land will be left in a

far worse condition than at first. The soil around

Martin's Tavern is light. There are some hand-

some farms on tho great road, but they seem defi-

cient in a supply of water.

Oct, 10.—This morning was ushered in by a heavy

storm of wind and rain from the north-east, which

detained us till ten o'clock. We then continued our

route for Brantford, passing through some very

indifferent land. Much of it is yet unsettled, and

the road, as usual in such cases, is in wretched con-

dition. A new era must arise in Canada before the

management of the public roads can be satisfactorily

complete. The rapid influx of settlers will accele-

rate its approach ; and the period must arrive when

a road-tax, imposed, collected, and expended in each

township, will be substituted for the present slovenly

system. Where townships are new, Government,

for a time, will probably see right to interpose ; and

where settlers abound, let themselves be the parties

to impose the tax, and to see it properly applied by

professional road-makers. Owners of wild land ought

"V- *
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our

unquestionably to bear a reasonable portion of the

burden, especially where great lines of public com-

munication pass through the township ; and, as re-

gards the proprietors of ordinary farms, it would

appear infinitely better for them that they should

pay some moderate commutation, than be called

upon to give their personal service. As matters

are managed at present, this may be demurred to,

and, for this simple reason, that little real work is

done at all— the object of every man being to

shift it as much as he can upon his neighbour. If

roads, however, are to be really put into proper con-

dition, something more will be required, and attend-

ance may then be found to be rather irksome. A
tax of even half a dollar upon each hundred acres

throughout the province, would raise a very large

revenue, and would soon amply reimburse those from

whom it was collected. We reached Brantford in

the evening, crossing the Grand River by a ferry,

as the bridge is not yet completed. This little town

is much filled up since I last saw it, and many large

and well supplied stores have been established, as also

a distillery, where the best whisky I have seen in Ca-

nada, and which would indeed do no discredit to the

land of Mountain Dew, may be had for 3s. per gallon

currency.

Oct 1 ] .—We left Brantford at six. The morn-

ing was rather frosty, but clear and pleasant. We
made Vanderloo's Tavern to breakfast, and proceed-

ed by Ancaster and Hamilton to Grimsby, or Forty-

mile Creek, where we found excellent quarters. The

>'— ••
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country about Ancaster is pleasant, but the soil in

general light. The view from the high grounds

above Hamilton is universally admired.

Oct. 12.—This proved another north-easterly storm

;

and while we were discussing the prudence of delay,

our waggoner announced that one of his horses had

been stolen during the night. This crime has be-

come very prevalent of late. We met our Paris

host yesterday near Hamilton, who had just then

succeeded in recovering a horse stolen from him a

short time before; and we were told by another

landlord that he had been just then obliged to give

up a colt, for which he had paid thirty dollars^ and

the thief then lay in London jail.

It is said that a regular line is established through

Canada and the States for this branch of trade, and

that many men, apparently living by honest means,

are concerned in it. There are some desperate cha-

racters engaged in the traffic. We were told rather

a good anecdote regiu'ding the adroitness of one of

these gentry, illustrating the old adage of " diamond

cut diamond." A tavern-keeper of the name of Pope

had heard of a brother-rogue named Dougherty, who

was said to have always on hand an ample supply of

very cheap bank-notes. They were entire strangers to

each other; but the pros and cons being duly weighed.

Pope resolved to hazard a visit, and endeavour to pro-

vide himself with a supply. Dougherty was at this

time in hiding, a keen search being on foot to appre-

hend him. By cautiously broaching the object of his

visit, however, an interview was finally arranged, and
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the parties appointed to meet after gunset, and ad-

journ to a cave where Dougherty then held his vigils.

There, all ceremony was dispensed with, and the

parties might be seen, the vu)f£s, spurious and genuine,

duly planked, and all things in order, when lo ! an

alarm was given, and three well armed constables

broke in. Th*^ light was instantly extinguished, and

a severe scuffle ensued, in the course of which Pope

managed to break loose, though with the loss of his

citsh. He hurried to the tavern kept by Dougherty,

and, without waiting to yoke his waggon, mounted one

of his horses, and scampered home, right glad to es-

cape the fangs of the law; but alas ! how great was his

mortification in a few days thereafter to learn, that

the pretended constables bad been in league with

Dougherty, who was still snug in his den, while he him-

self had been fairly done out of his cash, his waggon,

and his horse. To return to our own misfortune ; it

proved to be a blessing in disguise, as our horse was

found in the course of the day, and we escaped a

soaking rain, in which we should otherwise have tra-

velled.

Oct. 10.—We had a very pleasant ride to-day to

the Falls, which we reached to dinner, without any

thing occurring worthy of notice

The projected City of the Falls has not made \ <^ry

rapid advances. An unfortunate dispute regarding

a certain breadth of land claimed by Government as

a reserve upon the banlcs of the river, may partly

account for this stagnation, and, until it is finally ad-

justed, settlers will probably hesitate to purchase lots.

'
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All that has been said of the situation as healthy and

delightful, is unquestionably true, and the grandeur

of the mighty feature in the landscape can scarce be

placed in too high a scale.

I

These Notes may now be brought to a close. It

has neither been my intention nor my wish to in-

duce my countrymen to exchange their homes. I

would have all who are in affluence and in comfort

to remain where they are, and let those only who

know the biting truth of " Res angustce domh' or

whose minds are perplexed with anxious cares for

those dearer to them than tlieir own heart's blood,

come to Upper Canada. If they possess well-regu-

lated minds, and reasonable funds, I venture to assure

them that they will never repent the step. It may

be said that I am partial to the province, and I readily

admit the fact. I liked it at iir&t, and I feel satisfied

that I shall continue to like it better the longer I

know it. It wants what the mother country can well

spare

—

capital and people. Let these continue to

flow in as they have done for two years past, and the

wilderness will assume an aspect which can hartUy \w

anticipated or described. Many well-meaning indi-

viduals at home regard this with jealousy and dread.

Let them cast their fears to the winds. Great Bri-

tain has been evidently intended to act as the work-

shop of the world. Her attainments in sconce, and

her fostering care of education, her mineral stores,

with her internal and external navigation, may secure

to her the custom of all nations, or, at all events, («i
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scions from the parent stock, which continue; to pros-

per by the connexion. Then may we hail the ihiy,

when that unfortunate product which has of late years

occasioned so much misery in the United Kingdom,

will come to be acknowledged as a blessing, rather

than deplored as a curse.

lliousands on thousands of hardy laboiu-ers may

be sent to cultivate the fertile a(;res of Canada, who
will themselves become im[)ortant customers to Man-

chester and Birmingham, and will raise up a progeny

trained to devote their own labour to the clearing

fresh portions of the forest, and to look to BriUiin

for their various supplies. Neither are we to forget

the important encouragement which such a state of

things would hold out to the strong arm of Britain.

How would her shipping then increase ; and what a

nursery of hardy seamen would there not here be

found ?

But it is more than time I should cjonclude; and I

do so with an anxious and earnest prayer, that the

minds of our statesmen may be opened, and their

prejudices removed, until Canada shall be considered

and treated as an integral part of the nation, rather

than as a wayward child, ready and anxious to turn

his back upon his father's mansion.

The domestic politics of the province would rather

seem at present to be pacific, Mr M. has announced

the demise of the Colonial Advocate, and more than

hints at the probability of his own reti 'ement from

public life. The merits or causes of this change

would seem to be but imperfectly known, but are

't,M
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somehow mixed up with rfAAnit transactions in the

Methodist Connexion </f Canada and England.

The House of Assembly i* wimraoned by procla-

mation to meet at York i<|^on fhf 1 9th of this month.

Niagara Falls,

]2th November 1838.

NIAGARA MAKKET.

PRICES CrjRRENT.
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