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GLEANINGS FROM A REVIVAL FIBLD.

BY JMRS. SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

Editor FRE:THOUGHT JOURNAL:

I am stopping for a fow days in Springficld, Mass., whero wo are
just over a four weeks season of Moody and Sankey, and there is
in consequence a decidedly veligions tone pervading all grades of
society. In the cars or on tho street, the talk runs chicfly on
religious topics.  Just now while the revival fever is at its height,
there is & wonderful accord of sentiment anong the various
orthodox churches, and for the timo being all such minor diffezences
as to immersion or sprinkling, open or close communion, & literal
or fignrative hell, cte, aro kept carefully in the back ground, and
only thoso subjects discussed in regard to which all orthodox
churches aro agreed.  Moody having gone, it is now timo to
divido the spoils and each church is making hasto to gather up
tho fragments of tho rovival fesst by hurrying into church-mem.
bership a2 many converts as thoy can securo for that purposc.
Tho other evening I dropped into a Baptist meeting whero this
proorss was taking place. About ten young converts, only twe of

whom wero males, none of them over twenty apparcatly, and tho-

Foungoest cloven yoars old, wero prosent and mrde open confession
of their faith preparatory to being baptised and recoived into full
membership.  Ono by ond cach of theso stood up and related his
or her “experience,” av experienes that was wonderfully alike in
all of tho cascs, i. ¢., thal on & certain day of ovening, the date of
which was given, whilo attending tho Moody meetings somo
friend asked them if they didn't want to be a Christiap, and thoy
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replied that they did.  Then they were prayed for and with, or
prayed for themselves; after a day or two they thought God
had forgiven their sins, and found that “ they had nover beforo
known what truo happiness was, and had been happy over since.”
There was a genceral indefiniteness in theso confessions whick was
remedied howover by the adroit questioning by the pastor, o
which tho answers noeded only a ¢ No, Sir,” or “Yes, Sir,” in
reply, to make them appear to mako just such statements as ho
choso to havo them make.

But T was sorry to seo full grown men and women acquiesco
and perfectly satisfied with tl.is underbanded metliod of increasing
their church membership by entrapping in this way these young
and guileless minds who with carncst desire to do right which
all normal minds feel, and who know no other method of
expression to that desiro save by juining some charch, and binding
themselves to beliove cortain tenets and dogmas of tho merits
of which thoy aro incapable, from immaturity of judgment, to
decide.  But though not a good, it is a politic thing for those who
wigh their church membership incressed to do, for being thus carly
pledged they are pretty sum to remain in the chuich for life, sinco
whatover convictivns may hercafter como to them as to the falsity
of what they profess to beliove, thero will ba very tow of them who
will havo tho worat cournge to publicly avow their disaftection in
in viow of the mental martvrdom which would in snch caso bo
theirs,. They aro now entangled, as somo of them will one day
find, in worse mesbes than thoso of Teanyson's weird ¢ Lady of
Sbhallott.”

All tho churchies are well filled now; even the Univereslists
have caught tho revival fover. X attondod ono of their nightly
meetings in order o find out how they managed such matters.
I found that their plan consists mainly of an appeal to ilio afloc-
tions, Just beforo “inviting them forward for prayers” tho
minister requested tho fino solo singor (ono of which a-la-Sankey
iz always present at all mootings) to sing an affecting picce
ealled # Waiting and Watching,” ciscriptivo of the longings of
tho human heart to meet  in another world tno loved and lost.
A doar {riend who bas lostall her littlo ones by death, told mo
tkat after tho singing of this song by Sankoy, sho cried all night
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long, balf-happy half-longing tears in tho hopo thus awakened, of
mooting her darlings and having her empty avms filled. I romom-
Leved when sho told mo that, that sho wrote mo theso words on
tho death of her first-born,  “Thoy tell me that my darling is
safe in tho arms of Jesus, but my robellious heart crics out thnt
ho could not be safer anywhere than in his mothers arms.” But
this is a digression—On tho occasion referred to, though thero
waro many bowed heads and weopiag eyes, yet none scemed ready
to “riso for prayers” to tho pastors ovident discomfiture and
chagrin.

Conversing the otlier day with an orthodox friend who is aware
of my unorthedox views, sho declarod that she could not uuder
stand how I could assent to the views of such wicked people as
Donton for instunco—the only freethought spoaker sho had over
heard, and so dreadfully wicked she vever wished to hear him
again. It was at o temperance meeting—“And such things he
said, it was awful wicked ! awful 1"

“ How wicked 1" I asked, “ was he profamao or vulgar, or did ho
lie, or slander anybody, was he ungentlomanly, discourteous,
drunk, or what "

« Neo, ho wag not wicked in that way,” she answered, “T am
sure you know what I mean. He said the awfulest things I ever
heard, and one of the ladics who was going to read, refused to do
50 after hoaring him. She said she conld not lower herself so faras
to tako part in any meeting where such a man was allowed t>
speak.”  “But do tell mo what ho said that was so awful,” I
entrented.  “Well, I den’t remember now  just lbow it came
about, but soine one had said something about christianity and
temperanes, and Denton in his reply said the gentleman was {iee
to take us many ¢ bleed vathis’ as he chooso to, but for himself
he had too much respect for Jesus Christ to think of using his
blood for n bath—or something to that purport. It sent tho
cold chills all over meo to hear such a dreadful speech.”

. ¢« That was dreadful, indeed,” 1 exclaimed, ** But it seems to mn
you grow wonderfully seusitive all at once, sinco that is tho kind
of talk you have been accustomed to hear for years without wine-
ing. I confess I don’t like such sanguinary talk myself, and
that I wanted to get rid of hearing it, was ono of my reascns for
lIeaving the church.” ¢ Xow many prayer meetings did you
over attend that the ¢ cleansing power of the blood of Christ” was
not one of tho staple subjects? Iow often lhave you jumed 1n
heartily singing that humble hymn Dbeginning

¢ Thére is o fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veius ;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Loso all their guilty stains.’

Just think low horrible that sounds? sinners bathing in the
blood drawn from God’s veins! Could any heathen barbavisin
beat that ides in coarseness and blasphemy ! More than this, you
will find more than half ¢f the hymns sung in the Moudy
meetingg, and printed in their * Gospel Hyumns,” have some repul-
sivo refeienco to tho Llood of Jesus. It ¢s disgusting, but no
worse to hear from Denton’s lips than from Moody’s or
from Mocdy's followers; and I shouldn’s wonder if Denton’s
object in thus expressing himself, was to aweken his christian
hiearers to a senso of how repulsive, coarse, and vulgar such stufl |
is. uttered in the namo of religion.”

TuroLocicaL BicoTrr.—Some litilo timo back (roports the
Enquirer) 2 man was passing a chapel in which service was being
held. A bill in the doorway attracted his attention, and he step- '
ped in to look at it, While so engaged a man camo from the in-
aids, and, placing his hand on the other's arm, said, * Friend, como
in and bo saved.” The wayfarer expressed his unwillinguess to
accept tho invitation, whercupon tho other exclaimed, # Then go
out and bo damned.”  Thero spoke the true spirit of religions—
1, theologiceal Ligotry. Thero is in tho voice of al} Papes, whether
Roman Catholic, Methodist Connexion, or, alag, must wo add?
Unitarian, Insido tho Church, Connexion, or Body, salvation—
outside, the other thing.

Epiton FreeETHoucHT JOURNAL.

It was with great pleasuro that I read your editorial, ¢ Clerical
Scandal ” in the February numbor of the Jourwan., You have
taken just the right position upon this subject. Many of our
liberal papors are much to be blamed in this matter. My ideal of
a liberal paper is of one that deals with principles, not men ; that
attack a belief or o doctrine, not because cortain men lave
belioved it, but because it is false—not fouunded in the facts of
nature.

Your position, that when we givoe such promiuence to theso
so-called fulls of preachers, we virtually admit that it was expeet-
cd by us that their religion would have made them botter, is
fogically unassailablo. Not stopping now to consider that many of
these reputed sing of the clergy are no sing at all, and will not be
so regarded when society shull hava takon o fow wore steps
upward in the path of progres~ and we shall moro clearly dis-
tinguish betweon real and jfictitious virtue, wo must not forget
that we have more pressing work to do than to bo peering around
in tho dark corners of human life, losking for something revol-
ing. Let us leavo this scavenger work to those who beliove that
bhuman nature is given up wholly to sin and iniquity, and that
without the saving grace of their God it ean do no good. Let us
leave tho personal charasters of our opponents alone, and deal
with their arguments. A hundred reforms claim ouv earnest,
serious attention, and we have no right to fritter away our time
and energies picking holes in our neighbors garments. QGiven tho
same organization, the same cducation, and tho sam: environment
now, and our record would bo the record of tho *fallen ” ones.

Their creed does not life themn to any clovation from which thoy
might “fall,” becauso it could not. It was the product of a
barbarous people, and a barbarous age. They bave been falsely
regarded almost as dem:gods, and it is this belicf, or rather the
results of it, tho effects which it has produced upon our minds,
which mukes so many liberals regard these ¢ Clericul Seandals”
in this falso light.

E. C. WaALKER.

—

Nip, the famous Chimpanzee, whose recent arrival in Now
York created 2 sensation, 18 dead, and the doctors have lield an
autopsy on the remains ot tho distinguished foreigner. During
the long voyage across the ocean Nip contracted a sovere cold, and
this, agmmvated by tho severity of the climate, culminated in a
rapid consumption, aud on Friday atternoon he drew his last
breath. A large number of scientific and medical men attended
the post mortem.  The brain was strikingly huwman in appearance.
The circuinference of the craninm was fourteen inches, and tho
dinmeter a little over four inches. The brain itself was found to
ho rich in convolutions, tho base repeating in every respoct the
well-known appearance of the human bmin. Tho sizo of the
brain was about that of a newly-born child. The cerebruin not
only overlupped the cerebellum, but overlapped it the third of an
inch. That portion of the brain bearing upon the power of
speech was found faivly developed. Dr. Spitzka, an enthusiastic
Darwinian, said that in imbecilo patientsho had found this portion
no better doveloped than in tho subject before him.  All that his
Chimpanzeo lacked in order to speak, bo said, was association and
inherited habit. ‘Cho potentiality of spotch is thore, but has not
been doveloped.  Nono of the organs wero abnormally developed,
and all of them prosentod & striking similarity to those of a human
being.  Dr. Spitzka said that overy point in controvorsy between
Prof. Huxloy and Prof. Owen could bave boen scttled by this
autopsy, .n favor of Mr. Huxley. The discussion betweon tieso
two scientists began about fifteen years ago, and Dr. Spitzka
remarked that every disscction since bad supported thoe views held
by Huxley.—Ezchange.

Mr. Underwood lectured at Des Moinaes, Towa, March 7, 8;
Nowton, Ia., 12, 12; Moberly, Mo, 15, 16, 18; Milan 19, 20,
21 ; and will lecture at St. Charles, Minn, 27, 28, 29 ; Manitowoc,
Wis., April 1; Two Rivers, Wis,, April 2, 8,
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We have sent the Jounsat since its commencement to somo
who havo not, as yet, subscribed, and vory fow—not more than a
Will thoso who havo
been receiving it, whether subscribers or not, pleaso send, at an
carly dute, tho amomt of ono years subscription.  Wo are in need
of every dollar due us, and ono dollar would be of more service to
us no'w, than two dollars at a future time.

<en—have been returned as * refused.”

All sums received for
subscriptions, when not othorwise acknowledged, will be mentioned

in tho following number of the Jornyar.

OUR REVEREND OPPONENTS.

For some timo past n number of the clergymen of this city
have been endeavoring to “stem the torreut” of Infidelity by
preaching sermons to their congregations in which misrepresanta-
tion, denuneiation and frantic appeals to popular prejudices form
a larger part than argument. Among them tho Rev. T. W.
Handford has boen conspicuous for his ignorance of what Infidcls
teach ; or, which is worso, for willful misrepresentation of them.
We listened to his sermon on Atheism, and will notice tho so-
called arguments which he advanced in"support of the Christian
dea of a God. His opening prayer was an excellent prologue to
his sermon. Mo thanked his God that ho did not live in an uni-
verso whero iron and resistless law prevailed. o must be a
denizen of somo other universe than this, for in this, most
assuredly iron and resistless conditions provail, and be is as much
bound by them as is the prisoner in his cell—prayer and suppli-
cation cannot burst tho bonds. Heo next prayed for more faith to
boiiove, but if the existenco of & God can bo demonstrated, we do
not seo that faith is ncoded. Ho commenced his sermon with the
astounding assertion, that “no man who believes in a God is an
Infidel.” Therois not an orthodox clergyman of any church in
chiristondom who will ondorso that proposition. If that bo truc,
neither Paino nor Voltaire were infidels ; both belioved in a God,

and Paino hoped for futuro existence. By taking that position
My, ITandford shirked the question of the iuspivation of the bible,
the divinity of Christ, Lis “ atonement,” and the existence of a
beaven and a hell. A man may believe in the existence of Deity
and utterly repudiato all theso doctrines, as Paino and Voltaire
did.  “ Atheists deny the existenco of & God” says My, Hand-
ford. Men who aspiro to become, or assumo to be public teachers,
should bo Vetter acquuinted with their opponents than he seems to
Lo with his. Atheists do not deny tho existence of a God.  They
assert that theve is no evidenco of such existonco ; that such
existence is inconceivable  Ho acknowledged this position to bo
unassailable when ho said, that « God is too great to bo proved,”
that “ tho finito cannot comprehend even tho existenco of the
infinite.” Ilow he can clothe with greatness, guodness, &c.,
word (God) which can havo no meaning if, as he adumits, such
word cannot bo proved to represented anything, is buyond our
comprehension ; it is n piece of theological jugglery wo shall not
attempt to fathom. Iio asked his hearers if they would deny tho
existenco of the sun during an eclipse, simply becauso the existence
of the sun conld not bo demonstrated. 1f mon had never seen
tho sun ; if they had never been warmed by it vays, or gladdened
by its light ; if, in fact, no sun oxisted, sane men would scarcely
believe in its existence rimply Locauso Mr. Handford and others
asserted Jhat it did exist. Dat, says Mr. Handford, “ the existenco
of the finite proves that thero must be aninfinite.” In such a case
would tho existence of lesser bodivs, such ns the moon and the
plancts, prove the seu's exisience 1 Dues finite intelligence provo
that thero must {be infinito intclligence? We could as logically
assert that because there is an imperfect treo there must be a
perfect tree ; that becauso there is a finito instinet there must bo
an infinite instinet ; that because there s finite evil thero must Lo
infinite cvil, as to assert that Lecause there is finite good and
finito knowledge, there must bo infinite good and 1nfinito know-
ledge.  After saying that God was too great to be proved, he, liko
most other theologians, told us what God wag, what he would do,
and what he required of us as though he was on the most intimato
terms witn him. Ie attempted to prove what ho had admitted
could not be proved, by reiterating the old worn out Paley “watch
argument,” which, stripped ot its verbinge, is simply this: the
watch uxists and moves, therefors it must have had a designer and
creator. Man also exists and is endowed with life and motion,
therefore ke must bave had a creator.  If the existenco of a thing
proves that it wust have a creator, Mr. Handford has only to
demonstrato tho existenco of n God to prove that Zc also must
have kad a maker. Mr. Handford, with a good deal of emphasis,
told us Lc balioved in & Ged.  We do not suppose anyone will find
fault with Lim for believing whae bo chooses, buu his belicf or the
belicfs of all the inhalitants of the univorse proves nothing. ¥or
centuries before Copernicus tho whole world believed the ec th
to Lo flat. Did that make it fst? For ages the world
believed that tho carth was at rest.  Did that stop the carth in its
course aroend tho sun?  Belief is but & synonym for ignorauce.
Ono person may beliove & picce of carpet to bo tapestry, another
that it is brussels, their difforent belicfs regarding it simply
express their ignoranco of what it really is, and it‘may bo noither
tapestry nor brussels. Tho moment wo 22010 a thing it ccases to
bo a belief and becomes a certainty. den do aot say: “wo
beliove tho sun shines,” they say, **we Anow the sun shines.”
Tho proacher told us that it was an eagior thing to beliove than
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ot to beliove, and almost in the same sentence said, “if faith
wag an eusy matter it would bo of little value,” W will leavo
it to him to expluin tho contradiction, but wo deny thut it ig casier
to helieve, exeept for thuse whe ate tuo ignurant, tuo mdolent or
too cowardly to examine the evidence. Ile told us that “donbt was
but tho shadow of fuith” Thuat is ne. true, though it may bo

pooticul.  Doubt, instead of being a shadow, has been tho
gilver lining of the gloomy cloud which has hung for ages over
tho minds of men. Christianity and Mohamedanism have cast
theiv dark and deadly shadows over tho fuivest portions of this
carth for centuries.  Doubt first piereed the dark clouds of super-
stition, and now tho light of science is rolling thewn buek, regard-
lese of their lond but Larmless thunder. ¢ Infidel argumonts,”
says Mr, Handford, * consists of cold negution ouly, nnd they nim
at nothing higher than the gratilication of tho senses.” ‘Tho
former statement i8 o misrepresentation, and the latter is in-
famously fulso Purer men, men with more lofty aims and
aspirations nover breathed the breath of lifo than tho leaders of
modern Scientific Materialism. They labor to make the world
better and purer for their having lived in it ; their hope is fur the
happiness, the progress aud tho frecdom of the human race. They
know that wrong aund evil and misery are in the ascendant,
although religion has had almost absolute sway over the world for
thousands of years past- Thoy know that much misery and
crime have been caused by religion, Christians have beon the
govornors of tho civilized world ; they have mado the laws and
thoy have exccuted them ; they have heen the gunrdianu of so-
called christiun mornlity. What bas been the result? Fraud,
crime, wisery, injustico and war. They have not succeeded in
making the world any better after centuries of power. ‘The love
of humanity is a nobler sentiment than the love of God. Men
we can benefit by our love ; we can encournge them to do 1ight--
not by offering them a bribe as chvistinns do, but hecause it is
right. * But,” says Mr. Handford,  Infidels say thero is no such
thing as sin.” That is not true, and shows that he is either
cntirely ignorant of what Infidels teach, or that he deliberately
misreprosents them.  To sin, is to do that which will injure our-
selves, our families or our neighbors. Wo differ from chiristians
only as to what sin iy, What JMr. Handford would cull the sm of
unbelief weo think a virtue, because wo think no man should
Lelievo a thing without suflicient evidenco; and if he doubts or
disbelieves, and protends to believe, he is dishenest, Mr, Handford
says he respects an honest doubter, but has no respect for thoso
who make their doubts public.  We might vetort that wo respeet
christians but have none for thoso who ackuowledgo their christi-
anity publicly. When he gives such advice to us how can wo be
suro that ke is honest?  He way Lo a doubter following his own
advice. Doubt and dishelief leads to investigation and te truth,
We do not deem it a sin to eat meat on Friday, orto take pleasure,
as well as rest, on Sunday; as we do not consider Friday sacred
to fish and vegetables, nor Sunduy sacred to misery and the read-
ing of & book of fubles called thoe bible,

This champion of christianity told us that a belief in God
satisfied the “inner cousciousness” of christians, which was a
proof of his existence. He said * tho uneducated man is just as
capable of judping what satistics his ¢inner consciousness’ as
Spencer, Tyndall or Holyoake are to tell him.” The latter may
be true, but does that prove that & belief which dus satisfy them
must be truol What of the countless millions whoso * inner
consciousness” has beon satisGied by the worship of Brahma,
Jupiter and the numberless gods of tho ancients? Was their
religion true also?

Space will not permit us to follow tho preacher through his
utilitarian arguments, but wo may, in a future number, answer
his question * what have Inlidels to offer me in the place of God,”
and he might have added. “and my salary.,” The natural. and the
only inferenco wo could draw from tho appeals o made to
tho sclfishness and greed of his audience was, that if the price
offered was large enough ho wes prepared to scll out Lis God, bis
bible, and svon his occupation.

|

EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTIOES.

-

Wo are glad to boahlo to inform onr raaders that the Owen
Sound Tuwn Council has refused to grant the potition, of the
ministers of that place, to refuso the uso of the Town Iall to the
friends of Mr. Underwood. Sevoral mombers of tho coancil, in
debating tho subject, took tho very sensible ground that only
petitions coming from taepayers should be considered, when such
petition effected the vevenuo of the town.

In this number wo publish the introductory chapter of a sorics
of urticles by our well-kuown and csteemed contributor, Mrs,
Elmina Drake Slenker, on ancient Mythology. Thoy aro design-
cd for the spocinl benefit of tho youngoer portion of our readers,
and will prove Loth interesting and instructive, not to thom only,
but to all those who have not hud the opportunity to acquiren
classical educntion, Almost every book, periodical and poom con-
tain allusions tu ancient gods and goddesses which only tho fuvor.
ed fuw understand.  Let our young readers comparo- bible Myth-
ologsewith the Grook and Roman and thoy will find ono is ns
incredible and unworthy of bolief as tho other.

Wo can supply Col. Ingersoll's fumous lecturo on * Ghosts,”
post-paid at ten cents each.  Also his Orations oa ** Tho Gods™
“Thomas Paine,” * Humbolt,” ¢ Arraignment of the Chuiches”
and “IHeretics und eresices,” in ono volumue, at twenty-five centa,
These are the cost prices. Wa think that the biblo and trashy
christ'un tracts ought not to be the only kind of literature supplied
to the public at cost,

We are indebted to Mr. E. C. Walker of Florence, Iowa, for a
copy of « 2%he Youtk’ Liberal Guide,” by H. M. Kottinger, A,
M. Tie want of such a work has been long felt by liberal parente.
Almast every bouk published, which is at all suited to the capa-
cities of tho young, is so pormented with tho absurd doctrines of
christianity that our children avo forced to imbibe thom befuio
they are capable of judging right from wiong. Although the
“ Guide” is designed for, and suited to the capacities of the young,
there is much in it that will both interest and instruct those of
more maturo years. Its code of moruls is nnexceptionuble, and is
enforced upon the attention by suitablo illustrations and oxamples.
It is recommended by Mr, B. F. Underwood, which is, of itself, a
suificicut guaranteo of its worth. We wish it could bo placed in
the hands of every gi1l and boy in the country. For partial con-
tents sce advertisomont. Price §1.60 post paid.  Remit to E. C.
Walker, Flovence, Iowa, or to this oflice.

Tho meetings held by tho Toronto Freethought Association
overy Sunday evening, in Albort Hall, aro well attended; tho
Hall heing usually filled to its utmost capacity. The programnu
consists of music, ten minutes reading, generally on a sciontatic
subject, balf hour ossay or lecture, followed by a dobate ; cach
person taking part in such debate being allowed ten minutes
Miss Henrietta Scadding prosides at the piano, and tho Association
is much indcbted to her for tho most attractive part of the pro-
gramme. Sho is prepossing, plays nicely, and isa general favor
ite with tho audicnce. Two yoars ago, ac.reely & score of persons
attendod the meotings ; now, ono of the largest halls in tho city 13
filled to overflowing, Wo expect to soo the day whon our churcl:es
will bo compolled to give tho pooplo more of science and loss «f
thoology, and for tho happincss of mankind that day cannot como
toc soon.

4
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It scoma that Bro. Mitchell of tho Duluth Z'ribune, is being
subjected to persccution by some of the oflicious Christinns of that
town. Some sixty odd havo signed an agreewent to withold their |
patronago from the Zribune, till it becomes orthodox. Tho joke
of the matter is, howover, that soveral of tho signors aro ludies,
and of the rest, only twenty have ovor been patrons of the paper.
He should receive twenty subseribors for avery one lost, if for no
otlier reason, than that lie dares to honestly avow his convictiong.
Qur frionds in Dlanitoba and the North.west, should extend a
helping hand to Bro. Mitchell

Wo have received from the publisher, Asa I, Butts, New York,
nn essay, entitled, * The Evolution of Religion,” being the first of

of o series of ossays by Goo. W, Cooke, Ministor of the Unitarian
Society of Grund Haven, Mich, They will be published monthly, i
and sent to subscribers ns published for fifty conts for the wholo |
series. The nuthor says: I regard Evolution as the method by
which all things have comoe to bo what thoy aroto day. * * *
Its ablest intorpreters in the most inspiring books now before tho

jublie, will Lo followed.” Judged by the first, theso cssays
will be a veluable addition to our liberal literatuxe. Send fifty
cents to Asan K. Batts, 34 Doy Street, New York, or to the

Author, |

Most of our Westorn contomporaries are very bigoted and |
intolerant, but we aro glad to notico a fow bright excaptions.
Among them, tho Moberly Daily AMonitor deserves mention. A
late issuo of that paper contained a fair reshme of no lees than four
debates dolivered by Mr. Underwood in: that city.

§& Commoncing with this number, the Jovnx¥ay will be mailed |
to all subscribers in seperate wrappers,

Mr. Underwood will lectere at Winchestor, Tnd., April 5, 6
and 7.

The Rev. Mr, Cook said in bis last Monday ovening lecture at
Doston: ¢ Xf there is any young man in this audienco about to
bo married to a young woman of about his own age, that future
wifo is now living somewhero upon tho earth,” When onco this |
remark has boen made, it is very easy to sco how truo it is, and if
pooof should bo called for by thu more kard-headed and prosaic
among us, Mr. Cook could easily furnish it from tho pages of the
Gorman philosopliers, poets and men of scienco, with whose works
ho is ridiculously familiav.—New York World.

(s SvsscriprioNs.—Received since last isswe from . V,
ircend, per J. C. Kearns, $§1.00 ; J. D. Clement for JounvNaL and
Spiritual Ogfering, $2.00; Rev. G. W. Cooke, 50 cents; John
Taylor $1.00 ; Geo. E. Baxter $§1.00; J. W. Youmans, per John
Helm, §1.00 ; R. McKenzio 50 cents; W..G. Woodman $1.00;
W. H. Evans 50 cents; R. B. Watson for Jour~aL and Spiritual
Opfering, $2.00; N. Vernon, per Mr. Taylor, §1.00; Goo. Rogers
$1.00 ; Sampson Gill $1.00; Allon Pringlo $4.00; J. E. Ludlam
50 cents ; Anthony Malone 50 cents; P. H. Clark §1.00; G. G.
Bobier, $6.00, for Joln Chambers, Maleolm McLean, R. Sutler-
land, J. Etsell, Goo. Etsell and G. G, Bobier; W. W., for W,

K. T H., and self.

THE DEATH AND FUNERAL OF AN ATHEIST.

The Dallas County News, published at Adel, Iowa, chronicles
the death of De. Burak Alichener n prominent Ireothinkor of
that town, 1o was 2 mdical Atheist, “ IFrom his enrliest man-
hood to the duy of hig death,” says the journal numed, * ho stoutly
denied any external interferenco with natural law or with the
alleivs of this world. * * Tho modern Gospel of Evolution
received from him unaualified endorsemont, and his cfforte to
muko it known were truly a laubor of love. X Las been
afilicted with pulmonary consumption for manv y avs, und his
physical powais bemg oxbausted he died s0 poacefully that it was
ditlicult to say at what moment lifo was extinet.”

“T'he funeral services on tho 11th, at the residence of Dr. J. C.
Micheaer, conduted by B. F. Underwood, were from the
ralionalist point of view, the ideal of proprioty and good sense.
A considorabloe part of that incomparable poem, Bryant’s ¢ Thana.
topsis ' was read, and & few vorses were sung, and then tho life,
character and belief of the deceased were portruyed with o
vividness and truthfulnues which all acknowledged, and which
were traly gralifying to tho friends, and edifying to all who could
apprecinte thom.”

*Tho body in a very completo imnetal casket, wag taken to tho
cometery East of tho town, and after another brief, but thrillingly
grand addvess, was deposited in its final resting place. In com-
plianco with the oxpressed wishes of the deceased, he was buried

| with tho hoad to tho North. On the West side, is a simple but

massive monument, erected some years since by tho doceased, on
which is engraved, in addition to the dato of birth and death, thesa
words from ‘Thanatopsis’ ‘—Surrendering up thine individual
being, shalt thou go to mix forever with tho clements.””

A long procession followed tho corpse to the place of burial,
many out of respect to the dead, others probably from curiosity to
witness the ceremony of burying an Atheist. Mr. Underwood’s ro-
marks at the grave wero as follows :—¢“Onr brother was worn out by
ageandillness,and death kir dly camo to his relict, touchinghis weary.
heart, and taking him from the empiro of tho living to the silent
realm wherein ho will rest forever more.  'We are now about to
commit our dead to tho care of mother earth, in whoso bosom ho
will sleep tho quict, unbroken, overlasting sleep of death.

Suns will rise and set, moons will wax and wane, gonerations
will come and go, empires will flourish and ducay, bringing hopes
and fears, joys and sorrows, sufferings and death to all who livs,
and the millions yct to be,—for these aro the common lot and
heritago of man—but no vicissitudes of carth, no ovent of time,
can disturb our brother’s rest, or wakoe him from his dreamless
sleop. Iis career finished, his conscious life ended, Lo belongs
now to that vast realm whose monarch permits no sound, not even
a whisper or a sigh, to broak the silonco that reigns througnout
his wido domain.

What, though the storms of winter sweop coldly over him, or
tho lightnings flash and tho thunders roll above his narrow Liome;
what thongl the tramp of armics and the roar of battlo shake his
gravo, or the earthquako sinks him deeper in the bosom of mother
earth; what though, the globe itself, waxing old, dissolves and
passes into the great mausoloum of worlds, as our brother, growing
old died ¢ to mix forever with the clements’ of earth—the great
mausoleum of man—/e will feel not, ho will hear not, ko will heed
not these conflicts and commotions. tho convulsions of Nature,
oven a world's dissolution will, to him, bo no mo-e than the decay
of a flower on his grave, or the mouldering of tho marble that
marks his burial place.

Tho influenco of his upright character, and of his long and
useful life, will remnin with us and bo a legacy to the living of
all ages as long as tho raco of man ondures.

Brother favowell. Careful hands and loving hearts wili guard
and deck thy grave, and keop thy monument wholo and thy
memory green. Furowell forever.”

Cherish thy paronts! What thou beatowest on them, thon
shalt roceivo from them in thine old age.—Thales.
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“¥FREE MORAL AGENOY" AND
RILITY."”

“MORAL RESPONSI-

BY ALLEX PRINGLE.

(C'ordinued.)

Haviny, in previous articles, dealt with free will, I now come to
“ freo moral agency,” and “ moral vesponsibility.” But these aro
necessarily involved in * freo will”  They aro so correlated that
they stand or full togethor,  Jf tho doctrine of free-will is fulso
(and T think I havo shown it is), free moral agoney is also.  Still,
as the two aro apparontly separate in their implications, it may
not bo amiss to give somo further consideration to freo morl
agency in connection with moral respounsibility.

Itis well just horo to have terms understood, and definitions
clear, so that thoro will bo no verbal or technical quibbling.
What #s_“ Free Moral Agoncy”? What 4 * Moral Responsibi-
lity”? By tho former I understend, the power to choose either
good or ovil, virtue or vicy, and to act accordingly—that a person
can, in virtue of the freedom of his will, bo woral or immorl in
his acts, virtuous or vicious. By the latter I understand, that
man is responsiblo or accountable for all his voluntary acts, and
for Lis beliefs, These definitions ave, I think, the popular as well
83 the theological or orthodox ones, and doubtless will be
accepted by our opponents.

In examining freo moral agency, apart from free will, as it was
by implication dealt with in treating thelutter, it will bo necessary
to briefly rovert to argumonts ulready adduced, The fundumental
truth equally destructive of both assumptions, and underlying this
wholo question, is that constitutional capacities and tendencies differ
vastly in different persons. Zaternal circumstances also differ;
and, as character inevitably results from organization and external
circumstancss, therofore motives and acts must divergo in different
individuals in accordance with such diversity of organization and
circumstances, That some are born intellectually imbecile none
will deny. Others aro no less surely horn morally imbecile, And
a8 intelligence cannot proceed from tho former, s0 morality cannot
procead from the latter. And this is cqually true of all inter-
mediaio gradations between the highest natural endowments and
the lowest. Somo ave obliquoe in body and brain from birth, and
the physical, mental, and moral nature resulting, must partake of
this natural liquity. Naturo gives tosome comparatively high
endowments, mental and moral, to otLers low, and the character
and acts of each will always be in accordance therowith, and with
the cnvironment. But, further amplification hero would only bo
repetitior of what has already beon pretty fully prosented. Theso
aro truisms which, I think, will scarcely be questioned. Tho
disintorested investigator sces amplo e~idenco of them on over
hand.  Science demoustrates them. In tho English Medical
Bxaminer appears the following :—

* In our last issue wo publish a very interesting letter from our
Vienna correspondeny, in which a brief summary was given of
Prof. Benedict's rosearches on the brains and skulls of c=iminals,
* % % * Up to the present timo Dr. Benedict has examined
tho braing of sixteon criminals, all of which, ¢a comparison with
tho heulthy brain, he finds to bo abnormal. Not only has he
found uhat theso brains deviato from the normal type, and approach
toward tuat of tho lower animals, but he bas been ablo to classify
them, and with them the skulls in which thoy were contained, in
thuso categories. These consist in: First, absenco of symmetry
betwesan tho two halves of tho brain: second, an excessive obli-
quity of the anterior part of the Wain or skull—in fact, a con-
tinuation upward of what wo torm s sloping forchead; thind, a
distinct lessening of the posterior part of tho skull in its lono
diameter, and with it a diminution in size of the posterior corebral
Jobos, 80 that, as in the lower animals, thoy are not largo cnough
to hido tho cerebellum.  In all theso peculiaritics tho criminal's
brain and skull are distinctly of a lower type than thoso of normal
men, and the interesting question arises, iow far uro the evil ncts
of the criminal to bo attribnted to this retrogrado development 3
Dr. Watts can pardon tho vicious propensitics of ¢ bears and lions,’

on tho ground that ¢God had made thew so.! If ho had forseen
these now inquiries he might havo felt lesa hopeful whon he bado
his littlo veaders not to ‘let their angry passions rise! The vesult
of Dr. Bunedict'’s rosearches, if conficmed by further examinations
will do much to shake many beliefs now firmly fixed.”

Horo aro scientitic facts which eannot buo blinked. Thoy have
a heavy sigmficanco here.  And they have beon confirmed by
other eminont physicians and naturalists,

In the 4. P Journal (Vol. 47 No. 2) I find the following:—
“The world accepts the motto relative to the poot, ¢nascifiers non
Jit’—he is born, not wade ; why, then, should it bo startled at the
idea that the tendency to vice is inborn, not merely the result of
bad associations, Tho following case * * secems 2 strong
illustration of inborn porverseness :—The trial of Lemaire, the
youug Frenchman who killed o girl because ho feamsd his father
intended to marry her, is one of vne mosy remarkablo in the ranals
of crimo. In tho murder itsolf there wero no unusual incidents.
Lomaire, having decided to kill her, procoeded about it without
strategy or efforts to conceal the crime. ITo put her out of the
way with as littlo compunction as though she had been an umn-ml
whosoe existenco was no longer desivable. He was apprehonsive
the girl would come betweon him and his patrimony, and he would
probably huve killed any other woman who inenaced his future
in tho same way. * * * flo seomed to havo no consciousness
of having committed a erime. Heo simply recognized the fact,
that the law declared it a erime punishable with death. The net
itself was to him no more criminal than the killing of & chicken.
Ho asserted this in court and at all times, and it was impossible to
arouse in him any consciousness of u wrong deed done, for the
doing of which ho ought to be stricken with romorse. * * ¥
After his oxocution, 2 post mortem examination was held, and
attended by meny distinguished physicians, surgoons, and men of
stience, Inguiry has of late beon directed to the physical causes
of crimes, and Lemaire furnished a capita! subject for pursuing tho
investigation. A more pronounced caso of apparent want of
moral naturo was nevor placed on the dissecting table.”

Thero was & minute post morfem examiuation in this case, and
here is tho published result :—*The cercbral mass, which wus
unusually large, and showed oxtraordinary intelligence was de-
formed by large protuberances in that section where ucienco has
located the sanguinary instincts (Destructiveness particularly);
and after the examination the eminent doctors gaveit as their
opinion that the vice of murder had been transmitted to Lemairo;
that it was fatally transmissible, liko discases of the skin and
blood, and that bad Lemaire lived to have had gra «Ichildren, they
would, inevitably, have been brutal aud impulsive in nature, and
would doubtless, bave been yuilty of shocking crimes.”

Do such facts as these and analugous ones which ace frequently
transpiring mean anything? Can tho theologian reconcile them
with his doctrino of “ Free Moral Agoncy”? No doubt he wiil
try ! Secing that he has brought Genesis and Scienco into ami-
ceble (!) rolutions ho will not be likely to stick at this. By that
“marvellous flexibility ” of languags and interpretation, which
Prof. Huxloy speaks of] tho theologian can do aimost anything in
tho way of biblical and scientitic exegesis.

Another fact —When the colcbrated Georgo Com}xo '(aut.hor of
the Constitution of Mun) was in Edinburgh during hislife ha went
into the prisons there, on a test, and while blindfolded selectod the
crimittals from a promiscuous party of convicts and
excwplary citizens placed there for tho purposes of tho test. Tio
did this solely by an examination of their cranial conformatiuns.
Who will say that theso were not born criminals, ]mvnpg, as thoy
had, the tadices of vicious propensities legibly writter upon
their organizutions? Nature and circumstances did it for thom.
Or, on the Christian theory, God did it. Will tho theologian
reconcilo this with his ¢ Free Moral Agency "1

{Concluded in next number.)

Sound health, moderato fortunc, aud a mind well stord with
knowlodgo ; theso aro the grand ingredients of happiness,—T#ales,
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ABBTINENCE vs. TEMPERANCE.

“A DOUDTFUL casi.”

AnstINEXCE.~-A8 long as there are wells and springs,

And clear refreshing fountains,

As long ns mighty rivers run to ocean from the Mouniains,

As lony as acus give back to clouds the ramns which forin tho river,
Wu'll drink our dranghts of water pure

And Lless the bounteous giver.

TeurrRANcE.—As long as vinoyards yiold the grape,

Aud nectarines grow mellow,

As long as apples load the trees and barloy ficlds aro yollow :
We'll drink our cider, ale or mead, and wine the best of liquors,
And press whatever juico wa pleasy,

To fill our flowing bickora,

AnsTINKNCE.— Lot yo who toast the Gods of War,

And Demi-gods of battle,

Profer your draughts of fiery wino and make your tables rattle ;
We drink to men of peaceful deeds, to mon abhorring slaughter,
The civilizors of tho earth,

And her?’s to them—in water.

Let you whose fitful passions rove,
From now to newer beauty,

Driuk to your changeful loves in wino, and scorn tho charms of duty, '
We drink, ¢ The mild domestic hearth,”

“ The Wife,”—* The Son,"”—* The Daughter,”
The bright fircsides of honeat men,"”

And here’s to them—in water.

TeyureraNcR.—Let yo who aro so puling weak,

So lost to self relianco,

As not to trust your own resolve to bid oxcess dofianco,
Driunk if you will of pumps and wolls,

Test use of wine should hurt you ;

W'l taste the blessings heaven has sent,

Nor think DENIAL—VIRTUE.

Poor Souls you fear not oTER men,

You dread INTERN¥AL treason,

And if you'd atarve for fear you'd choke,
You'd show as much of ~oason.

We too can honor virtuous love,

And fame unbought of slaughter,

And drink to boti in wholesomo wine,
But wash oursolves in water.

Ustrire.—(loq.)—Like overy umpire ever named,
A ‘““Doubtful Caso ™ to settle,

I can but say I lovo you both,

O goblet ! ! and O kettlo !}

Lot you who masters of yourselves, ’
Czn use without abusing,

Drink tho good wino, whate'er it be,

I'd loavo it to your choosing.

But you who fecl your want of strength

When wooed by potions richer,

Aro wise if you confine your draughts

To water from tho pitcher.—Dr. CiarRLR3 MoKay.

THE EVOLUTION OF MAN.

The following was unintentionally omitted from W. E. Colo-
man’s article, finishing on page 93 of this number, and should bo
read ag a continuance of it. That part of the papor was in pross
before we observed tho omission.—EDp. JOURNAL.

As wo can scarcely imputo this to *f survival of tho fittest,”" wo may

concludo that it is duo to tho inherent progressive power of these
glorious qualitios which raito us so immossurably above our fellow

animals, and at the samo timo load us to roxsonably suppose that there
may bo other and higher existences than oursolves, from whom these
«éu;h.txos may havo boen derived, and towards whom wo may bo over

.

“ A BLOW TO ORTHODOXY.”

The Toronuto Z'elegram in speaking of the celobrated case ngainst
Prof, Smith, heforo the Presbytery in Seotland says :—

%‘Tho caso against Mr. Smith comprises eight divisions, cach of
whicl wag dealt with at soparato sittings. Briefly summarized,
Mr. Swith 18 charged with denying tho inspiration of tho Book of
Douteronomy, and regarding it as an historical record presented in
drawatic form ; with attiibuting to inspived writers erroyva like
othor authors, unnccessary and incorrect oxplanations, and as
writing under the influcnco of a party spirit and for party pur-
poses ; with consir’ering the books of Job and Jonnh as postical
fictions, and ranking the book of Esther among apociynhal produc-
tions; with stating that Daniel was not called a prophet in tho
Old Testament ; with expressing tho opinion that the portion of
Seripture known as Canticlos—doclared in the Confession of Faith
as immediately inspived by God—is devoid of any spiritunl signifi-
cance, and has been retained by the prejudice in favor of allegori-
cal interprotation ; with ignoring or centradicting the testimony
furnished in the Old Testamout, thoreby discrediting the momeon-
tous teachings of our Lord and iis Apostles—teachings based on
Old Teatament Scripturo; with disparaging propbecy, representing
it a8 mercly spiritual insight based on the certainty of God's
righteous purpose ; and finally, with stating that belief in the
superhuman reality of tho angelic beings of tho Biblo is s popular
assumption more than a doctrino of revelation, * * * Each
charge was taken up, discussed and votod on with an average
result of a two-thirds mwjerity in Mr. Swmith’s favor, and the
minorty have appoaled the case to the Synod, which mests in May.

Tho result of the contost is so far & decided victory for tho sup-
porters of unfeitored thought and action in Scriptural matters,
and this in the stronghold of cast-iron creeds and confessions.
The march of intellect in this ago is not to be restrained by old-
fashioned dogma or standard ; and whatever deetrine is to bo re-
tained for the spiritual guidance of thinking minus must be cap-
able of withstarding tho most searching analysis from all points
of view.” * * *

MYTHCLOGY—SHORT S$iITORIES FOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, ELMINA D). SLENKER,

Though almost overy one hss heard ot Bythology, faw save the
scholars—tho clasgically educated—realizo that these Myth-ologies
wers ab ono timo actuel, living religious, and just as firmly beliov-
ad by tho pooplo of their day asare the creeds, opinions, and beliefs
of this ago cregdited by their professors.  As very few of our young
people have read, or havo had opportuvity to read, much about
these old heathen gods and goddesses, I propose to writo a fow
short stories for tho young concerning them. I do not pro-
pose to go deeply into * Comparative Mythology,” as it is termed,
or cxplain tho romotest origin of tho myths. Though I would
liko to give my readers a taste for such researches, tima and space
will allow me only to rotell tho stories, making them as plain
and simplo as possible. This is an age of realitics, and facts aro
what wo all want—facts worked up in simple, strong, and terse
language. Thero is so much we need {0 learn, that we have little
timo to waste in reading rere words and useloss rhetoric. 'We
should all know, howoever, who and what these ancient gods and
goddesses were, beeause we find their history is intimately connect-
ol with the universal history of the civilized world. Moention is
mads of them in almost every book, paper or magazino that wo
get hold of, and the very stars above us baro their nawes, thus
testifying to their former oxistence and consequenco.

Nearly all nations and peoples bave had their peeunliar boliefs
snd opinions concerning tho origin of the materisl forms and sub-
stancos with which they find thomselves surrounded,

Causo and cffoct aro traced back as far as the liwited means of
the obscrver will admit ; then, finding a dead wall of inrompro-
honsibility befors him, he suddenly and abruptly atops, and creates
in his mind an *awisible, intangiblo agency, which ho calls & god,
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and relegates to this power or hoinyg all future points of difticulty.
T'o w1y, “The gods did it,” suflices for him ; and in this way le
faucies he accounts for ali that is.

As Tngersoll says « * Tho ignorant are not satisficd with what
can bo demonstratod.  Seience is too stow for them, so they in-
vent creeds.  They domand comploteness. A sublime segmont,
n grand fragmont, ave of no value to them. 'They demand the
completo circle, the viare structure. A voligion that can net
angwer overy question and guess every conundrum i, in their
estimntion, worso than worthless.  So mon havo invented myths
to supply the place of the renl causes and effects which they fuil
to comprehiond or understand.”

Awong the ancient Grecks theso myths were called gods and
goddesses, and were supposed by their creators to be very much
such beings as themselves, only larger and immonsely more powerful.
They made them to bo giants, and gavs to them, in oxaggeratea
quantities, every feeling, passion, or quality that they themselves
possessed, just as the god-makers of to-day form their gods in their
own images. ‘Tho gods of evory age resemblo the peculiar typo of
humunity which that agd brings forth, as they are but the object
ive form of the inward thought.

These gods and goddesses of old hind & peculiar sort of bloed,
named Ichor. Their meat they called ambrosia, and their drink
nectar,  They were immortal, for though they could bo wounded
and injured, they could not bo killed.

Thoy had the powoer of becoming visible or invisiblo at will,
the same as the God of Moses could do, and did do at various
times, according to the record we have of him. But tho Greek
gods could do even moro than this, for they could chango them-
solves into animnls and back agnin to the human form as they
pleased. Thoy visited tho aboded of men, and ate, drank, and
talked in a friendly, sociuble way with them, just as tho angels
did in the houso of Lot. They intermarried with the youths and
maidens of Greece, and had children by them in the samo way
that the “ sons of God " did with tho ¢ duughters of men,” accord-
ing to onr own Mythology. Tho gods of Gicece dwelt on the top
of n snow-clad mountain called Olympus.  Jupiter was their king,
and in the great hall of his palaco ths gods met together each duy,
to feast upou ambrosin and nectar and talk over the gossip of
heaven and earth. A god called Apollo gave them music from
his lyre as thoy sat feasting, while fair and lovely maidens acted
as waiters, Hebe (anothor namo for Yeuth) was cupbearer, and
banded around the nectar, while the Muses sang in sweet and har-
monious strains. Minerva and tho Graces wove most of the
material for the clothing of tho goddesses, while Vulcan was arch-
itect, smith, and chariotcer. The hou<es ho built wero ell made
of brass, becauso brass and copper wero the most plentiful metals
of Greece, and they thereforo supposed them to bo most common
among their gods. Vulean made shoes for them of pure gold, ind
with them the wearers walked upon the air, the earth, and the
water, going with the speed of the wind from place to place ag
they chose or desired.  Vulean also made girls out of gold, and
endowed them with motion, so that they might act as waiters for

the gods.

The Earth was supposed by the Grecks to bo a round, flat sur-
fuce, and Mount Olympus, whero tho gods resided, was the contre
of it. Tlus circular disk of the Eurth they imngined to bo cut into
two parts by the Mediterrunean and Euxine Seas, while around
tho wholo wound & large river (the Ocean). Under tho Exrth was
a place called Tartarus, something resewbling the Christian Hell.
This place was cuveloped in porpetual darkness, and to it were
banished all rebellious gods and goddesses.

TheGroeks ondowed everything with lifo, soul, and mind. Chaos,
or empty space, they supposed was tho first of all oxistence. Then
camo into being Earth, Tartarus, and Love. Theso four were,
from all accounts, parcntless and self-created. According to our
own Mythology, tho gods and chaos were also first and sel&-exist-
ont, thus proving this later myth to L-ve beon built upon that of
the oldor or Gr¢cian myth, Erebus {Darkncss) and Night
wero the children of Chaos, and Night married hor brother
Ercbus, and to them woere born Day and Ethor. Then Night,

without a futhor, bocamo the mother of tho ilesperides, or
maidens who kopt the golden apples on the ocean shore,
and of Momus and Woe, of Death, Sleep nnd Dreams, and Nenie-
sis, Old Age, and Discord.  Barth brought forth Uranus or
Heaven, tho Sea (Pontus), and the Mountning, Thon Lurth
bore to hor son Uranus six sons and six daughtors, called tho
Titans, They were nlso tho parents of the three Cyclops, and
the threo Hundred-handed.  Theso childern wero hated by
thoir futher, and ho hid thom in a cavern of Earth as soon
as they wero born, which angered tho mother so that she
pwrsunded her son Saturn to mutilate his father with a sicklo
which sho made of steel for that purpose. The drops of his
blood thut fell upon Earth produced tho ginuts and the
Milian nymphs, and from those which foll into tho Sen sprang
Venus, tue goddess of love and beauty.  After this tho gods and
goddesses married and intermarricd, so that it isalmost impossiblo
to truco their various relationships, Mothers wedded to their
sons, sisters to thoir brothers, deughters to their fathers, and
uncles, aunts, nioces and nephews indiscriminately intermingled
ns fancy scomed to dictate. But with cnch short slory or bio-
graphy wo will try and give, ag nearly as possible, the immedinto
ancestors ot tho gods and goddesses who figure thoreir, trusting,
at all ovonts, to make the record as plain and simple as the
Christian Biblo makes the genealogy of its various heroes and
heroines. That history tells us thut Adam wes crveated Ly the
gods and Evo was mado from one of his ribs ; then they two—
brother and sister—bore Cain and Abe), an@ Cain wmarried ono
cf his sisters, who had at some previons time omigrated to tho
“ Land of Nod,” as there was supposed to have been but the ono
fumnly, as yet, 1ipon the wholo earth,

The Mythology of ancient Groeco and that of the civilized aud
onlightenod nations of to-day have many and great points of resem-
blance. If tho ono bo true,it is probablo that tho other is also true.
Ours has undergone s continnous system of pruning and fixing
up for the last two thousand years, thus being rendered a iittlo
more plausible and reasonable in its details ; but any persoa who
can consistently credit all tho records which are contained in tha
book of Clristinn Mytholozy will find few stumbling-blocks among
thoso recorded in the ancient Grecinn pooms in the timo of Homer
and Hesiod. Enough points of resemblanco still remain  butween
the wmodorn avd ancient Mythologies to forever link the two in-
dissolubly together as parts of ono great whole.—Evolutivn.

THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY.

BY G. W. GRIFFITHS.

(Continued.)

Laplace's mechanical explanation, fairly embedied in previous
articlo, does not, howover, rest only n theory, ovon though the theory
was shown by that ominent mathematician to bo capablo of tho results
of which other scientific operations assure us. It has been further
verilied in o most remarkable manner by a singular experiment, the
descriptior of whichI will also givo in the words of the Neviewcr,
which could scarcely bo improved upon.

<t Professor Plateau, several years ago, tricd the experiment of pour-
ing ohve oil into alcolol and water, mixed in such_proportions as
exac.ty to ogual tho density of thooil. The oil thus bezame a liqud
mass rchioved from tho oporation of gravity, and {reo to take any
oxterior form which might bo imposed by such forces as might Lo
brought to bear upon it.  The oil wnstantly tovk the form of a globe by
virlue of molecular allraction.” .

T pause an instant here, and interrupt the thread of the explanation,
intereating as it is, to ask why the Reviower acknowledges molecular
attraction to bo a law, having in itsclf tho fulfilment of incvitable con-
sequonces, and why it should not be, (in contradistinction to what we
conceivo of an *‘ inrerent quality,”) ** a properly imposed upon maller by
the creator,” for tho oxpress behoof of tho solar syztem? It is quite
concoivable,” (I quote our °*friend, philosopher and guide, 'irom
another portion of his article), ‘‘that tho* * * law might have
boen different fre.n what it is.  Thore is no reason why tho * * *
fact should bo what it is, oxcept tho will of tho Being who imposod the
law.” Tho significance of this question will bo appatent further.on.
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“¢ Professor Platenu ther introduced a wire into the globo of oil, in
such a munner a8 to form for it a verticlo sxis. Tho wirohad en it a
little disc cointcident with tho centre of the globular mnas, and, by
turning the axis, tho o1l was made to rovolve. 7%c sphere svon flattend
al the poles and bulyed «at the equtvr, thus Imxluciuy m a sl gcale an
effect knoten to have taken place in the planets.”

“The oxperiment hos hoen soveral times repented. Where the
rotation becomos very rapid, the tigure bocomes moroe oblatoly spheroi-
dnl, then hollows out above and below the axis of rotation, and
stretchos out lhorizoutally, until, finnlly, the outside layer of il
nbandons tho mass, and becomes transformed mto a porfectly regular
ring.  Aftera littlo while the ring of il losing its own motion gathoers
itself onco more into a aphere.  As often as the experiment is repoated
tho ring thrown off immediately takes the globular form. These are
acen to aasumo, at the instant of thcir formation, a movemont of rota-
tion upon thoemsolves, whicl takes placo in tho same direction as thav
of thering. Morcover, as the ring, at the mstant of its rupture, had
still b remainder of volucity, the spheres to wluch 1t has given birth
tend to tly off at a tangent ; but as, on tho other side, the disc, turn-
ing in tho alzoholic liyuor, has impressed on the hquoy a movenent of
rotation, tho spheres avo carried along, and revolve for some time
round tho dise. Those which revolve at the same time upon them-
selves present tho curious spectaclo of plancts, revolving at tho same
timo on themselves and in their orbit. Another curious result is
almost always oxhibited in tlis experiment. Besides threo or four
largo spheres into which tito ring rosoY:oa 1tsolf, thero are almnost always
two or three v ery small ones which may thusbe ~mpared to satellites.
Tho experimont presents, therefore, an imuge in maniature of tho for-
mation of tho plane s, by the rupture of tho coanncal rings attributable
to tho condensation of tho solar atmosphere.”

So far good, and that which has been quoted is highly instruotive.
But tho Reviower then cnters on a demonstration of the isolation of
the Solar Systom in space, and endeavors to cstablish thercfrom, that
it is the result of what ho calls ““one continuous act of creative cnoq.i;y."

We will hear hiwn o little raoro on this point. ** It s difficult,’” ho
says, “to gazo upon the thousands of stars that brighten tho night
with their radiance, and yet realize our entivo isolation. The sular
system is but a point in a vast solitude. No star is nearer tc us than
200 millions of millions of miles. This inconceivable remotencss shows
that tho sun and his satellites lio apart it space. Thoy form one wiole,
interdopendent on each other, but completely removed as regards their
intaenal economy fram tho mfluence of any attraction outside.

*“There are reas  nx for concluding that the aystemn thus organized
and isolated was ‘srought into existenco by one continuous act of
creative energy, and that, however long tho period was over which the
act may have buen spread, the whole svlar system fors part of ono
creation.”

A great deal of special pleading is now gono into in demonstration
of this point. To what end—except the necessity of making much out
of little— of making capital to prop up foregone, but shuky conclusions,
i)g' very doubtful, if not absolutely falso, assumptions—it is difficult

s00.

Tho fact of isolation is perfectly well known, to the extent indi-
cated, and for what it is worth, to tho most superficial student of the
most popular astronomsy , and we shall presontly see, not only that it
is disingenuously stated, but that even in the sense which is sought
to bo imparted to it, it carries with it no strength to succor tho
orthodox weakness.

““Though it has been sometimes thought,” continues the Qusrtorly
luminary, * that the carth was mado by itself, and that tho sun
was introduced from outside space, or created whero ho is at a
different time, the cvidenco is strong against such a supposition.”
Is it, really? Woell, wo cortainly are conscious of somo such
idea! One would like to know tho stylo of idiot by whom, at all
ovents within thelast twonty years, ¢ it has been sometimes thought
Yo gods ! is this a specunen of orthodox reasoning? There is, in the
werds * created where ho1s,” o dehghtful unconsciousuess of the sun’s
motion through space.

But thero follows an ostontatious array of evidenco in support of
this gratuitous, and highly original proposition. The wholo thing is a
fair instanco of tho jaunty assumption of candour affected by the
theologian who dabbles in science in support of dogma.

Tho orbits of tho planets are noarly in one planc, and describo
nearly concontric ¢ circles” (sic). Tr tho planets had beon started
with a littlo moro initial velocity their orbits would have been more
clongated. (How cana ““circle” bo clongated at all?) Ir thoy had
been tho result of several distinct acts of creation the ‘* orbits would
probably have been ovals, narrow and wide in all degrees, aud inter-
socting, and intorfering with, cach other in all directions.” Why so?
Might not the saccrdotalist God have impressed other laws upon thomi
Whilo the orthodox are cxt-gctlmlly straining aftor a falso idea of
omnipotenco for tho iouug o7 worship and call God, they ave por-

potually displaying their inconsistency by limiting him to a singlo lino
of naction. Iy tho orbit of Jupiter woro as occentric as that of
Morcury, tho attraction of tho larger planot would cause *he mmalice
to change their approximatoly cireular orbits into long cllipscs, and
thay would full into the sun, or iy off into romotoe space. Tho moon
would approach nearer and nearer to tho carth at every rovolution,
violont heat would succoed to violent cold, we should sce tho planets,
portentious in sio and aspect, glnring anrl diaugpoaring at uncertain
intorvals, doluges of tide would sweep over wiiolo continonts, and
finally tho fall of tho moon, or ono of tho plancts, to the earth, would
annililate both,
Thia kind of writing (for 1 have not materially altered our Reviow-
er's words) is, liko De. Whewoll’s splendid perevation on the catastro-
shic ond of the rld, no doubt extremely elogquent, but none the lews
alderdash mado sensational, to cover Inck of argument., Thero 18 a
Ingher and more volishud, as well as a lower and vulgar claptrap,
and Mr Carlyle’s majority is omnipresnnt to swallow 1t i both kwnds.
But can anything, in point of fact, be mure cluldish than such
spoculations.  The writer ovinces the inevitably and wvincible tend-
ency of the dogmatic mind to avado fact, and meander through regions
of fanciful speculation. Ir the {;rcat laws of Nature wero not what
they are, Nature would of course hesmmnething different to what sho 1s.
Ir tho moon wero green cheeso she would not be a world whose hfe
sustaining conditions have apparontly died out.  But our lugician
continues, ** Another reaso. for supposing that tho solar system 1s tho
result of ono separate act of creatium, is that all parts of .t are subjcct
tn one umform law: that of gravitation.” Now, sotting aside the
ovidenco of the operation of anothor law, that of repulsion, with tho
modus operandi of which wo are as yot imperfeetly acquainted, any
reat law, such as gravitation, stands ‘“ per so” a8 an argument for
aw, rather taan for any theory of spasmodic creation.

PRINGLE vs. BIGOTRY.

« To the Editor of the Bruce Herald,

“ Sir,— I have u copy of the Druce Ierald for 22nd February,
in which your Arran Correspondent seems sorely exwrcised over
tho Freernovonut Jovnvat., o declares ¢its remarks are such
that the Government should interdict its publication,’ it ¢ should
not bo tolarated by a christian community, ete., ete.' Wil you
kindly allow me space to make & brief roply, as I have tho honor
to bo n» contributor to that obnoxious FREETHULLHT JOURNAL.

In the first placo let mo say that I canrnot help thinking that
your Arvan Corrvespendent is out of place in this age of progress.
From the narrowness of his cffusions, iv is plain enough that he
should have lived two or three zenturics ago, and he then would
have made an excellent inquisitor. I would like to enquire, does
this sapient scribe of Arran read our highest Canadian literature?
Does he ever sco the Fortnightly Review, ropublished at Toronto, or
the Canadian Montkly issuing from tho same place? If so, it is
something extraordinary thut he has not, ere this, fallen foul of
them both. 1f, in the opinion of this sage, the FrerTHOoUHT
Joumxat should bo ‘interdicted,’ these reviews ought also to be
suppressed ; for they contain about as hberal utterances as the
Jounrxar. They should all be puv down! OQur Jeading literaturo
should, according to this light of Arran, be squelched. Haeckel,
Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, Spencer, Clifford, Stephen, Carpenter,
Youmans, et hoc genus omne, shonld all be consigned o litabo,far.d
their writings with them ! So thinka this gentloman up in Bruco
county. While it is apparent from lis remarks that he knows
Lut little of our best litoruture and ablest authors, he complazent!y
avers if theso men (moaning the writers of the FreeTnount
Jourxar) would take the trouble to examine history, they would
find that Cbristinnity has alicays travelled side by side with
civilization and progress.’ Would they, indeed ! It is clear that
e has never ‘ taken tho trouble to examine history ’ or ho never
would have made such a statement. Does ho not know that long
before christinmity was over heard of, tlhero cxisted vory bigh
states of civilization in Egypt, Greeeo, and Romo—civilizations
whiech, in many respects, have never been surpassed, or evon
egunled, with cighteen centuries of Christiarity. Let us glance
at ancient Greece. An able writer (Under wood), snys :—* Five
centuries boforo the Christian religion appeaved, thero was a glory
in Greeco, lit up by the rays of tho arts of poaco and war con-
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vorging there, which shone through all tho nations, and made it
tho brightest spot on earth. The greatest and noblest minds of
every gacceeding age have looked back upon that weriod with
wonder and admiration, During the 2,300 years .hat havo
followed, litorature in its most fourishing periods has rekindled
her toxch at the altars of Greece, and art has gone back to the
azo of Pericles for her purest and noblest models. Ol all the
Epic poems ever written, the 1lind of Homer, composed fur back
in the twilight of history, is probably tho greatest. The heroic
Odes of Pindar are, to day, regarded as models of their kind.
Demosthenes’ Orations are regarded as tho finest specimens of
cloquence extant. The works of Plato are yet catefully studied
Ly tho profoundest and most philosophic minds. The old Greek
plays aro still valued for their maay excellencies. The histories
of Heroditus, Xenophon aud Thukydides possess great merits as
compositions, and uro prized for the light they throw upon the
past.  The statues of Greece still stand forth, after tho lapse of
ages, in unrivaled besuty. Modern architects have not improved
on tho propartione of Athenian architecture, aud sutmo of the
pictures of Athens havo been prunvunced, by competent judges,
cqual in excellence to the Venus de Medicis, the Apollo Belve-
dera, or the Dying Gladiator” (Influence of ChnstiavLity on
Civilization).

“In regard to the character of the ancient Greeks, wo aro told
by a candid Christian scholar, that they were * constant in ther
love of liberty, faithful in their affections fur their conntry.” *
* % In their private life the Atheninus were courteous, gener-
ous and humane. * * * They were temperate and frugal in
their labits, and little addicted to ostentation and display.’
(Cocker's Christianity and Greek Philosophy.) So much for
ancient Greoco without any Christianity.

“Aund, to como down to modern times, I would ask, has
Christianity and civilization ‘travelled sido Ly sido’ in .Abyssinia
where the Christian religion has prevailed for fifteen centuries?
The Abyscinians aro sound in the faith, and orthodox in their
Christianity, having no Huxleys, Tyndalls, Kerietcs or even Free-
TUOUGHT JOURNALS among them. And what has Christianity
dune towards clevating and civilizing them ! The accounts we get
from travellors respecting theic Christian ¢ civilization ® are any-
thing but reassuring as to the clevating inflacnee of their religion.
Tho SReattish traveller, Bruce, tolls us that it is no wacommon
thing in G.ndar, the capital, to soo dead bodies lying in the
s*reets Ieft to bo devoured Ly dogs. * Wo are tald,” says Goodrich,
¢ that the peoplo cat the flesh from tha cattle while alive, and
sometimes after = large picce has been taken out, draw the skin
over it,and diive the bleeding beast on its way. Sometiues
when a party are assembled for a feast, and aro scated, tho oxen
aro maght to the door, the flesh is cut off, and the meat devoured
while the azonized brutes are filling tho air with their bellowings.
Theso harrid things ave said to be lrsy common now than formerly,
hut tka manners of the peaple in other respects are barbavous in
the extreme.” From these examples it will bo seen that Christianity
alono will net e vate and civiliza a nation, and alss that 2 nation
may attain high cxerllenes in civilization, enlightenment and
wn wality without any help foom Cliristianity.

1.1t as you conld nnt allow me spaco in yoar columns to enter
inte theee matters and expose the atter untenablencess of your
carrespondent'sstatements, I wonld simply, in conclusion, advise him
to ‘rxamine’ fuither into these subjrcts before again entering water
bevoud his depth. I commend to hin for his perusal, « Moshoim's
Erclesiantieal Histnry,) ¢ Hallam's Middle Ages) * Tocky's Hastary
of Mnmls” ‘ Draper's Intellactaal Development of Europe,
¢ Bu~kle's Histmy of Civilizatian,” * Gibban's Riso and Fall,' cle,
oic., and then, in dealing with these questions he would probably
knox what ho was talking abwont.”

Rerpoctiully vours,
Auex Priscir,

Navaxag, March 12th, 1878

Acknowladge thy berrlits by return of other beaedits, but never
Tovonge injuries.—Confucins.
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OASKET OF GEMS.

The foundation of ali religion is Paganism. The Roman Catho-
lic Chureh, the motaer church of Protestantisw, is founded upen
heathen mythology ; and all reformations in Iicligion—Christinnity,
Universalism, Puritanism, or Spiritualism—are but semi-Intidel
movements ; each circhng on to the ultimatum, uttor Atheism.
All Reformers, from Christ to Luther, Paine and Parker, were
Infidels to the prevarmg system of rehgwn of their day and
age. It has been truly said, “religion is only superstition in
fashion, while superstition is religion ont of fushion,” and there-
fore all religwons m due courso of time becomo superstitions; and
consequently are superstitions now. for truth cannot be effected by
fashion, custom, or time ; and whatover can bo so effected is not
true.—AMrs. E. D. Slenker. .

Huwan nature, liko trout, is apt to take its color from the
streaw it swims in.—Jenkins.

Without depth of thought or earnestness of feching or strength
of purpose, Liviug an uureal hife, sacnificing  substauco to show,
substituting the superstitivus fur the natural, mstaking * crowd
for society, finding its chicf pleasuro in ndicule, and oxhausting
its ingonuity in expedients for killing time, fushion is among thae
last influcnces under which a human being who respocts inm-
self or who comprehends the great ead of lifo would desire to bo
placed.—Channing.

Whon thou doest alms, lot not thy loft band know what thy
right hand dooth.—Bible.

Dy the combat of naturo, by hunger and by death tho highest
problem is solved which we avo able to comprehend: The gen-
eration of gradually higher and more porfoct species.—Darwin,

Make Reason thy guide.—Solon.

‘Thoso who respoct themselves will be honorable; but he who
thinks lightly of himself, will bo held cheaply by tho world.—
Confucius.

Learning is tho best provision for old ago.~—Aristotle.

Theroe is nothing of more radical importance to mankind, than
physical health. A strong vigorous constitution, and powerful
physiquo rendors one capatle of bearing the bucdens and sorrows
of this lifo with fortitude, and oven cowparative cheor{ulness.
Wo can read, study and thiok, better and to more purpose, when
the blood is leaping and bounding through our veins in full vigor
and aclivity, and the wholo xystem is in tho very bost condition
pessible.  Lifc then puts on for us her fairest form, and all looks
bright, hopeful, chieerful and pleasant.

If we have an abundanco of physical stamina—of purc animality
as it is vulgarly called, we feel equal to any cmergoncy, or any
call that may bo made upon us. Tho pale, delicate, cadaverons
looking schol.r, ia no longer looked upon as tho typoof the bigh-
cst mentality, the fountain from which flows forth tho purest,
elcarost stroams of thought, for wo have learnied that to produco
good cps wo must havo a strong good soil :  The body then must
bo our first consideration, and after that tho mormal and intelloct-
ual culturo—tho star of hoj e towards which the highost human-
ity ove~ turns i's wishful gaze~Mrs, £. D. Slenker.

Mzn’s happiness can only bo produond by tho cxorciso of his
facultios. Happineay consists in the duo satistaction of all the
desiron, that is, in the dun oxerciso of all tho facultics.—Herdert
Speaesr,

Tis said, no ono can help his looks, but we find that it does lie
greatly within us whether wo Loontwandly attractive or not.  We
can think good and beautiful thoughts till the inward light will
shine out through our countenance, making the homclicst faco
bright with a pure and lovely lustre.  Dark, gloomy or evil
thoughts alwayx leavs their impress upon the foatures ; heneo we
should bo doubly eareful never to give thom placo in onr minds,
but &ill them mo fati of high, aeble and pnro aspirations that no

| room will bo loft for aught olse.—Xrs. Z. D. Slenker.
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Do to another what you would he should do unto you ; and do
pot unto another what you would not be done unto.—Confucins
(551 years before Christ. )

All the machinery of the church is constantly employed in cor-
rapting tho reason of children. In every possible way they are
robbed of their own thoughts and forced to accept the statements
of others.  Every sunday school has for its object the crushmg
out of every germ of individaality.—2. Tnugersoll.

It s worthy of remark that a belief constantly inenlcated
durin *he early years of life, whilst the brain is impressible,
appea t to acquire ulmost tho nature of an instiuct ; and the very
essenct of an instinet is, that it is followed iudependently of
reas’ + —Darwin.

0 , of the most precious attributes of our natureis the love of
tho rautiful. It is found in every heart, and makes glad many a
moment of tho most Lumblo life. Wo worslup tho beautiful in
nature, in art, in hamanity, and in all that s avound and about
us. There is no faculty of our nature that clevates, punfies and
refines man moro than this ono that unpels us to admre, reverenco
and adore tho truly beautiful.  Cultivate, then, all ye who wish
for a higher tono of thought, this taste that dwells withm yon, and
let it grow and expand ull it fills you so full of lively 1deas that
thero shall bo no room in you for ought that is buse, ignoble or
unlovely—dwell upon the good, the true, and the beautiful, till
they grow to ba a part of yourinmest nature, then will all unkind-
ness, ovil and sin be far from you.—Mrs. E. 0. Slenker.

THE DOGIMA OF HELL.

Read at the ¢ Liberal Thonght mecting,” Hamilton Hall, St. Joln, N, B,,
Sunday eveuing, March 1uth, by Geo. E, Baxter.

I must confess that the current teachmng respacting this awful
doctrine of hell, would drivo me to tho bLlankest atheism were 1
compelled to consider it from the standpeint of the infalibility of
tho bible, and the deityship of Jesus,  But f-om tho standpoint of
Lberalisny, which demands that the teaching o.” the bible be brought
to the bar of enlightened reason, and thero judged, and which also
cunsiders Jesus to havo been a2 man and not a god, I think wo
cin consider this sulyect without leming aither our frith in God,
or our bopo in humanity.

From tho fragmentary accounts of the teaching of Jesus that
wo havo iu tho gospels, I think it is plain that ho tanght tho
doctrino of a future endloss hell.  Grant that samu of his refer
cnces to future woomay be explained as referring to tho destruc
tion of Jerusalem, thero aro cnough lefe that cannot bo mado to
squarc with this explanation to warmand onr conclusion. A fow
extracts will make this plain. In explaining the meaning and
application of the parable of tho sower. to his disciples, Jesus
savs: e that sowetk tho good sced is tho son of man. The
firld is tho world. The good sced are tho children of the kingdom,
but the tares aro tho children of the wicked one.  Tlo enemy that
sowed them s the devil. Tho harvest is the end of tho world,
and the reapersaro the angels.  As therofore the tares ave gathernd
aad bamed in tho fire, a0 shall it be in the end of this werld.
The aon of man shall send frath bis angels, and ey shall gather
out of his kirgdom all things that cfiend, and them which do
wiquity, and shall cast them into & furnace, there shall be wailing
and gnashing of tecth.”

In sketching the seenes of the final judgment, its lurid fires ave
bnght out with solemn enliakis.  *“ Depart from me, ve cursed,
wnto overlasting five, prepared for the devil and his angels.  And
tiieso shall gn away into everlasting punishnent, but thorighteous,
iuto lifo ctornal.”

A personal applieation of this awful doctrino is made in tho
caw of Dives.  *“And tho rich man din, and was burind, and in
bell he lifted up his eves, eing in tyments, and seeth Almaham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bavoni.  And hocrind father Abmliann
bave wmercy on me, and send Lazarus that ho mar dip tho tip of
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his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for Iam tormented in
these flamos.” In addressing his epestles beforo starting on their
missionary journoy, ho tells then. to expect persecution and trials,
but he adds - —* Fear not them which kill tho body, Lut are not
able to kill tho soul, but rather fear him which is ablo to destroy
both soul and bady in hell.”

If such lanzuage, alded by familiar comparisony, doea not teach
the doctrine of hell, as currently taught, then I know not how it
could be mors plainly expressed.  Jesus does not only teach the
doctrine of an ewldless hell, but ho is the founder of the dreadful
dugma and introduces into the Jewish philosophy of & tature life,
strangs scenery and now characters.  * Everlasting fire, prepared
for the dovil aud his angels.” Cue thing is certain, that the
church ™ath Protestant and Romish, has based its doctrine of
futuro rewards and punishments upon tho teaching of Jesus.
Lending divines who would like to save the better parts of the
system of mcral philosoply that has been buslt upun it, may
ohject to the language and demand that milder expressivns bo
used, but the doctrine still remains, the grammar aud loxicun can
only change the clothing of the thuught and perhaps dress it in
more fashionablo attire.

"The great question from the stardpuint of Lberalism is, not did
Jesus teach it, but is it tiue, no qatter who taught at. Is 1t
according to the naturcof things. If itis, the more we examino it,
tho more will wo be convinced of its truth, if it is not truo and in
harmony with the economy of nature, then its deslamtion by an
angel from heaven would not make it so. 1t is evident to every
bible reader that the doctrine of *overlasting fire prepared for the
dovil and his angoels ” is not taught in the Old Testament. It @l
not originats with the Hebrew mind. Jt will bo remombered
that the dovil who afilicted poor Job, was one of the sons of God,
aud acted all tho time under God's directions. The doctrine of
evil presided over by a devil is of Persian origin. Tho Persiaus
made God the author of good, and the Devil the author of evil
During tho captivity of the Jews into Balylon they becamo
indoctrinated with tho Persian philosophy, and in this way tho
doctrino of the * devil and his angels” which forms so important
a part ut tho christian system was Lurrowed from Persia,

Jesus, along with the many good things he taught, also taught
somo of tho superstitions and traditions of lis age. What moro
natural? It has its usc in the moml education of & Jargo part of
the race. It may even now be used to stimulato the moral facul-
ties of an undovcloped nature. It is safe, however, to say that it
is fast losing its sway over tho higher developed minds. It is
disbelieved by tho majority of church goers, and accepted, with
mental reservation, by all but a few. The church on this point is
dragging her anchor and drifting.  No onc is compellod to beliovo
it 25 requisitn to church membership, and yetit is tho foundation
upon which the scheaio of salvation rosts. It may bo conveniont
to havo a Lell for tho sperial benefit of Iufidels and heretics, bus
never for oursclves or our friends. This dozma of * Hell,” of
« overlasting fire, prepared for tho dovil and his angels,” iz fast
boerming fossilized in the creeds of the churches, and will serve to
show tho great chianges that bavo taken jlaco in the thought of
humanity which has freed the human mind fiom an unreasonablo
christixn dogma.  « The fear o hell's a hangman’s whip.”

Lot us now enquite how this great changn has bheen brought
abat.  What liberalizing influencg haz been at work 1n the world
to causo 50 general & disbelief in the texching of Jesux  Tho
Tniversalist denomination hold to the infalibility of the abie as
the anly ruln of faith, xnd the most they have dono is to shaw that
there is more than one way of interjreting the text of the hille.
Tieaders however, havo 2 cliien of interpretations.  The liberaliz-
ing offeet of this denomination is nat sufficient to account for the
cenersl distrlief in tho doctrine of Hell.  The liberalizing influ-
cnces of socicty aro net to b found ia the church nor in the
teaching of tho bitle. Tho church does not compriso the world.
JTumanity is goeater than christianity.  God in naturo has ro-

. medeled our G d in thealoge,  Scirnco which is simply another

namn for truth, has been thn govat liberalizerof tho world.  Whaile
priests havo boou chanting their prayers boforo dusty altars, invok-
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ing tho favor of an angry God, tho votaries of scicnce have been
studyiog the operations of the unerring laws of nuture and learning
her secrets.  While the bibles of human >rigin have been teaching
mankind to win the favour of God by sacritices and penances, the
great bible of nature has heen teaching that the laws of God aro
incxoruble and must be obeyed.  God in nature has taught us thut
“ what a man sowcth that shall be also reap.”

When Jvsus emphasized the great fuct that our highest ideal of
God was to Lo found in tho nature of & loving father, he gave us
the data whereby we can demonstrate that tho doctrine of cudless
future punishment is nnnatarul, and consequently untrue.  Nature
knows no vicarious Saviour. No plan of salvation. It knuws no
devil as the author of evil.  No God who will take vengeanco by
punishing tho sinaer. Nature says that sin is the violation of
law and salvation is obedience to law.  “Search the universe with
a microscope ” says Dr. Lears “and you cannot find that God has
aade any contrivance to produce pain.  Pain always results from
the perversion of the contrivances which ho devised for pleasure,
aud analozy gives not tho fuintest whisper to teach us that he will
ever creato a new enginery wheso gpecial end is to torment the
ereatures of his hands.”  What we call sin and pain is part of
the cconomy of nature.

Among tho rehigtous of tho present day that is deing much to
liberute the haman mind trom the doguas that have come down
through the creeds from a dmiker age, I must mention that of
Spiritualism.  Modern spivitualisin is not as many think, a
relizion of shadows and gheslg, visions and dreaws, it only for
the credulous and the weakmiuded. Its advocates court scientitic
investigation. It may bo called a spiitual scicnee. Its errors
cin only be combatted on scientific gronnds. I fear many who
claiim to bo spiritualists aro not aware of its liberalizing effucts,
and are not true to its teachings when they sulscribe to old timo
dogmas, and keep within the pale of the church for fashions s:ike.
What is this new scienco doing? It is demoustratiig tho conti-
nuety of life.  The potency ol spiritual forces and the great law of
progress irom lower to bigher conditions.  This religion wants no
ediator, no sacritice, no altar, uo pristhad. While 1 recognize
Spiritualism as a great libewnting rebigions  power, I by no micaus
ignoro that philosophy which takes the commun phenvmena of
overy day life, a3 ovidenco of an overruling wisdum, and that
leaves tho hercafter, to the hereafter, but which insists on making
this world contributo to happiness by a rigid application of the
“ Golden Rule” to the transactions of life. The cnds to be ac-
complished arce tho same, though the methods may differ. Thus it
is, that from outside influcnces the churches arcbeesming hberalized,
s0 that pow bolders can smilo with indifference when the pulpit
makes accidental allusions to -*hell™ a3 a motive power to
goodnoss.

TWo publish tho alove address by Mr. Geo. E. Raxter, with
pleasure, and there is much in it with which we cenlially agree;
but wo think Mr. Baxter is mistaken in bis. cstimato of Spirit-
ualism. We admit that many Spiritualist are extremely liboral
aud have done much to break down croods, but Spiritualism scen:s
to us o be as dogmatic and intolernut as Clristianity, Has it not
beon thiat thoy have thewmselves been perseented and rstracised b
Christians and that therefore they are liberal?  Mr. Baxter says :
“jes advocates court scientitic investigation.” But how! In
dark 100ms and under eonditirns which precludo the possitility of
intolligent investigation.  Mr. Daxter juforms us that the well-
known Spiritualist lecturer and traveller, Dr. J. M. Pechles, wlo
is now lecturing in London, Eng., will, on his setumn to Auerica,
spend some time in Halifax, N. &, and St John, N. K, whoro Lo
will lecturc on **Seenes in other Janis™ and on ¥ Spiritualism.”
Should the liberals of this Proviice w sh to secute tho serviers of
thc oclebrated lecturer, they shou 'd eomuanicate at onee wath My,
Geo. E. Baxter, Carlcton, St Jobn, N. &%, er with I'~ Docbles, to
his caro—E». JoTaNaL.
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THE EVOLUTION OF MAN.

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN,

[Concluded.)

Laxcrage oF ANiyaLs.—Man is not the only animal that car make uso
of lauguage to express what is passing in lus mimd, and can ~nderstand,
piurs or less, what is 30 expresscd by ancther. In Paragua,, the Celus
a.are, when excited, utters at least six distinet sounds, which excite in
other monkeys similar emotins.  Tho dug, since bemg domesticated, has
learnt to bark in at leass four or five distinct tones ; while the domestic
fowl utters at least a dozen siguiticant sounds.  That which distinguishes
man {rom the lower animals is not the undirstanding of articulate sounds,
fur, as all know, dogs understand many words and sentences ; nor is it the

mere articulation of svands, for parrots and cther birds possess this power;
nor is it the mero =apacity o} connecting detinite sounds with definito
ideas, for it is certain that some pacrots, which have been taoght to speak,
connect unhertingly words with things, and persons with cvents. A dog
frawes a genend concept of cats, rats or sheep, and knows the correspond
ing words as well as a philosopher ; and the capacity to understand is zs
good a proof of vocal iutelligence, thaugh in an inferior degree, as the
cajacity to speak.  Auts have consideralle powers of inter-cominunica.
tion by moans of their autennz, as »hown by Huber, who devotes a whele
chapter to thar language.  Language in man owes its origin to the imita-
tion and moditication of vancus uatural sounds, the veices of other
animals, and mnan's own instinctive cncs, aded by sigues and gestures.
Primeval man or rather seie carly progeniter of man, probably first used
his veice in producing true musical cadences, that is in singing, as do some
of the gabbon-apes at the present day.,

MaNS ANIMAL ANCRSTRV.—Man is lizsble {0 numnerous slight, and
diversitizd variatiens, wlich are induiccd by the same g(-ucrai causee, ard
are governed aud trausuitted in accordance with the same geacral laws,
as in the baver aumals,  Aan has multiplicd so rapidly, that he has
necessanly hoon exposed to the strugple for cxistence, and consequently to
natural sclection.  1hs body 1s constructed «n the same hemelogieal plan
as that of other mammals,  He passcs threugh the same phases of embiry.
olugical develojanent.  He retains many rudimentary and uscless stnic.
tures, which wo dwalt were once serviecalle.  Characters cecasicnally
make therr re-ajpearance in him, wliel we havo reascn to bekinve were

wrscssed Ly lus carly progenitors  The muntal facultics of man do ant
iffer an kind fnm tiese of the lower anupals, thaugh inancnsely in
degree I the engin of mau had ben wholly different frvim that of all
other animals, these vari us appearances would be niere cmpty deeep-
twns ; Lut such an adussirn is incredilile.  These appearances, ¢n the
other hand, are wtclligible, at lcast to a Jarge cxtend, if man is the co-
doscendent with cther mammals «f seme vuknowa and lower form.

Evolution ducs net teack the derivaticn of man frem the menker, as is
commaaly attdbutel to it Ly the uninformed. From ncitber mankeys,
apes, latoons, orange, gorillay, nur climpanzces was man evolved : but
theso ammals—the guadrumana— are, together with man, thoe descendants
of a ccinmen eniginal aleck.  Frem an extinet animal fom, probably ape-
hke in many chamctenstics, there were two diverpent branches = ons of
theso branchies led up, throngh successive hinks, to the nressn juadru-
mana, and there stopped ; the other branch led up throngh suocessive
f.gms now all extiuct, —** missing links,"—to man, acd there stopxod: tho
connestian between men and ** moukeys™ leing thus remoto and slight,
nvt immediate and clse, 28 many weuld haseit.

The Simiada or Qua-fruisa are divudal into $wo classes ; the Catarhine
souap, or Ul World Simians, ard the blatyrhine group, or New World
Sunians.  Mau's anatomical structero is closely related to the 0)d Warld
grenp s conrquently there can handly be a donlit that man is an off-shoot
fr-m the old weorld Simian stem, rather than from that of the New Warld.
Bat we muat nut fall intr the emvor of supposing that the early pgenitors
of the whele_Simin. stack, incleding map, were identical wiS:. ar cven
elracly resemliled, any cxisting ape or moenker. Man stands at the head
of tho vertebrate aniusls ; and, in tra~iuz man's ancestry we must, there.
fure, trace the successive xleps by which the various branclies of wad
kinglm have bern ewidved. Tic me-al ancient povgenilors in the

Vertelmata, at whi*h we aro able to oltain an ohscare glance, aprarently
~nsisted of A grvp of manne ammals, rescmlling the larve J oXisting
deidiane. These animals prvlubly gave nse to & grupof tishes, as lowly
vrzanizel as the owevlf; andd frau these the Ganads, and other tishes
like the Lejdlusivem, must have been developed.  Foom such fish a very
sxall advanm will earry s on to the Awphiliane, Rinds and rejtiles were
oace intimatdly connezled iogether: and the Moualrimals, or Jowest
mamLals, new omnert mamm:ﬁ with reptiles in 2 slight de, But
nnenecan at prosent sy by what Iine of dexcent the thres kigher and
vlated classes, nam-ly, mammale, Linls and rr{-:ﬂn, were denved frem
tho two Jewer vesichrate clasecz, namely, amphilians and fishen Wo
tave poel reasen, howerer, 1o Iclicve that 2 traa lend or replile inter
veues 10 the direet line »f domcent of man an! mammal ; but rather, thas
from the Amhabians three diverging lines Il @2y reepoctively to the true
Trptiy, the hand, and the mammmel  In tho mammale, the sicps zre net
dutticult 4o conceive which led from tho ancioat Mowvtrcmala to tho ancieat
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Marsupials ; and from theso to tho early progenitors of the plicental
manmals, wo may thus ascend {0 the Leomurider ; and the intarval innot
very wide frum these to the Simiade.  Tho Simticde then Uranched off into
two stems, those of the Newe World and of the O Woerll ; and from the
latter, at a rcmoto period, Max, the wonder and glory of the universe,
proceeded.

Man thus has a pedigree of prodigious length : the world, it has often
been remarked, appears ay if it had louyg been preparing for the advent of
man; and this 18 strictly true, for he owes lus birth to a long line of pro-
genitors.  If any single link in this chain had acver cxistcﬁ, man would
pot have been exactly what he now is.

In regard to badily size or atrenth, we do not know whether manis
descended  from some small species liko the Chimpanzee, or from one as
powerful as the Gonlla.  An animal porscasing great rize, strength and
fcrocity, and which, hko the gonlla, could defend atself from all enemies,
wauld not perhang have become social ; and this would must effectively
have checked the acquirement of the higher meutal qualitics, such as
sympathy and the love of his fcllows  Hence it must have been an
uminens s advantage to man to have sprung from some comparatively weak
~reature.

The carly progeuitors of man must have once boen covered with hair,
T th sexes having beards ; their cars wero probably pointed, and capable
o mwement ; and their bodies evan provided with a tail, having the
proper muscles.  The {00t was then prehcnnile, judging from the condition
of the great toe in the human fictus ; and our progeutors, no donbt, were
arboreal in their habits, and frequented scime warm, forest-clad land.  Tho
males had great caniue tecth, wlich served thean as funimdalle weapous,

1t has long been known, that, in the vertebrate kingdom, one sex bears
rudiments of various necessary parta, appertaining to the reprsluctive
system, which properly beleng to the epprsite sex ; and 1t is now aseer-
taincd, that, at a very carly cmbrvone penmd, both sexes pmssess true
male aud female glawls. Heuce sone remate progemtor u} the whole
vertebmte kingdom appears to have been he:maphradite or androgenous,
Man alone, of all the anitals, has become a biped @ man coull rat have
attained his present donunant pamition m the warld without the use of his
hands, which are so admirsbly adapted to act in obedience to s wall. But
the hands aud arms could hardly have becoma perfect enough to manu.
facture weapans, or to hurl stones and spears with a true ammn, as long as
they were habitually used {or locomotion, and for supparting the whele
waght of the body, or so leng as they were specially fitted for climbing
trees,  For these causes alone it would have boen an advantage to man to
Ixcome a biped ; but for many actions it is indispensable that the arms
aud whale upper part of the bely shanld be free ; and he must for thus cad
stand firmly on lus feet.  To gain this great advantage, the feet have been
seadered flat, and the great toc has been peculiarly moditied, thrugh this
lLas cntailed the almost complete loss of tie power of prehensinn, ~ With
samo savages, h wever, the feet have not lost their prehcusile power.  As
the progeniturs of man became mare aad mure erect, with ther hansls and
arms mure aul more maditisd for prehension and other purposcs, wath
thar fert and legs at the samo time transformed for finn support =nd
» ™ gressinn, cndless other changes of structure would have leeome
necessary.  The pelvis would have te be broadened, the spine pecabiarly
curved, and the head tixed in an alteral position, all of which changes
have been attained by wan.  Tho early male fore-fathers of man were, as
stated, prohabily furmshed with great canne teeth ; but as they gradually
anquired the hatut «f umng stones, claby, or other weapons, for fighting
their cnemics nr rivalg, they wonld use ther jaws and tecth less and less
In this caze, the jaws and teeth waould become roluced ¥ 3ize 3 and a great
reluction of the canine teeth in the males woull affect the tecth of the
females throngh inhcritauce.  As the vanous mental faculties gradually
develop themsclves, the brain would ecrtainly bocome larger 3 and the
galually increasing weight of the bram and skull in man must have
inflneann] the develepment of the sapporting apinal column, anore
cspecially as he was becoming ereet s s change of (e «ition was hein
Lovaght abkut, the internal pressare of the brain wall alse have influcnre
the form of the skull ; for many facts shaw hew caunly the skull is thus
affectenl.

Evonrmiay oF TnE INTRURCT. I“- tna certain pwint the brain and the
et of the body are alike altemlle by uatural aclection, and the other
aprncies concerned in the alow medhiticaticas of crganems. Lut when the
tozun has roached & certain peant 1n mize and eomplexity, the rest of the
Iwaly ceancs tu charge, xave in a few alight }o ti-ulars, and the agencies
forwanling cvointinn secm to crntine themacives to the Lean, and expeeci.
ally to the cerchirum,—the reanit being marked weatal development, une
attended by any netable phwneal alteration.  When au ammal onen
appearad, endowe 1 with sutfictent intelbigence to chip a stenc anud harl a
wrapna, natural sciectien will takeadvantage of vanations in thas intelli-
Seren, ta the enmpanative negleet of parely phyxical var' ttions. Ko goon
as the intelligence oof an animal bax, thrngh ages of natuaal selection and
direct adaptation, heonme 3o ornsulerable that 2 alight varation in it in of
mere use 2o the animal than an varation i physcal stre~ure, then such
variati~ns will be more and mare ennstantly selectad, while parely physical
varialinng, being of less vital impertance to the 2j-cdi~, wall be wlaticely
mrre and mete neglectel. Weo inay naw underatand why man differs a0
hittle, in gencral physical atructuro and cxternal appearances, fmm the
chimpanzen and gonis, winie, with reganl to the conlral samestore and
ix correlative intellizenon, he ditTers 30 vastly {rem these, his neareat
living congeners, and the imnat mgacieas of animals save himsell.  Tho
orcsang comfrehensive truth, ranking as one of the most brillia ot coa-

tributions ever yet mnado to the Doctrine of Evolution, and for which wo
are ndebted to Mr. Wallace, goes far to bridge over the mterval, which
formerdy scemed 8o impracticable, between brute and man.  Sies the
period during which man has possessed sutlicient intelligence to leave a
traditionary recont of himself s but a small fraction of the period during
which hie hay existed upon the earth, it is but fair to conclude that, duriny
thoso long ages of which none but a gealegic record ot Ins existeuce
renuains, he was slowly acquzr g that supenion intelbgence which now so
widely distinguishes him trom all other animals.

GENESS oF MoratiTy.—It 18 an undemable fact, that, while the nervous
conncetions accompanying a sunple intelligence are already orgavized at
birth, the nervous conucctions accompanying a complex mtelligence arc
chictly orgunized after birth,  Thus there anses the phenomena of mfaucy,
which are non-existent among these animals whoese physical aétions are
purely retlex aud jpstinctive. Infancy is the pertod during which the
uerve conunections anel correiative 1deal associations necessary for self-
mamtamence are becoming permanently established.  Now, tiis period
becames longer and longer as the intelligence imcreases in complexsty.  In
the human race it 1 wuck longer than i any othier race of wannals, and
it is much longer in the civilized mau than in the savage.  Throughout the
animal worlid the period of mfancy i3 corredated with feclings of parental
affcctions, sometimes contined to the mother, but often shared by the
father.  Where there is oo infancy, a3 amony the lower amnaly, there 19
nu parental affection. The prolunged helplissness of the offspriug must
keep the parents together for longer aund longer periods m successine
epechs 3 and where at Jast the association is so long kept up that the older
clulidren are becetang mature while the young oties still nead protection,
the faonly rclations begm to become permanent.  This, long enough con.
tinucd, must inevitably  differentiato and intergrate a troop of grevanous
ape-hke men anto a number of small family commumtics such as are now
found among the lowest savages.  In these communitics, as the parent
dics, the headshup of the family thus catablished devolves upcn the oldest,
or bravest, or ust ragacious male ransmng. Thus the little group
gradaally beecnies a clan, the members of which are united by tics
stronger than those which ally them to members of  jacent clany, with
wheto they may, however, combine W resist the agsrerans of yet furtier
outlywg clans.  We thus crass the chasm which divides animality from
humanity, greganuusness from sociality, bedemsn fram merality, the
sense of pleasure and pan from the scuse of nght and wrong,

Sympathy, or the power of ideally reprodueing i one's self the pleasures
and pains of auuther person, 18 manifested in a nuidimentary furm by all
greganous agimals of moderate mtelhigence.  Not unfrequently a laborer
has been kuown to risk Jus hic to save that of a comrade ; and the Iugher
apes habitually take under ther care youug crphuns of their own species.
1t iz evident that this power of sympathy mast e strengthened and further
developed when a number of individuals aro breught into closer and more

' enduing relatienships,  Given ths radunentary capacity of sympathy, wo

cau sce how famly integmtion ast alter and complicate the cmntional
weentives o actirn. While the ndividual nay stild cxercise has brute-
hike predatory instincts apoan strangers and the Jower anunals, thereis a
curb upen his exercise of them wittnn the limits of the clan.  There is a
nascent public opmon which lawds actions Lenelicial ¢t the clan, and
frowns upon actiens detnmental toat. There will gradually be pro-
duced 1 bum feclings of wnchnation or reprymance towani lines of conduet
that have becume ¢ tablished or intendictald, bocause they are beneticial op
wjunieus te the tnbe ; th-ogh nather the young ner the aldults kosw why
they have become established or intenlictad.  1n those ways, the estalush.
went of permtanent fannly relatiunshsps gencrates new incentives to artion,
unknuwwn n the previous epechs of greganausucss, winch must often, and
n seme instances  habitually, over-rule the mere anumal incentives come
ynsed 1n persnnal pleasures ansd pawne. The gl of the individaal muat
twzin to yicld to the good of the commutaty.  Eandunng from birth untal

. death, tho permanent relationslips of the m st nubimentary Luman

family grenp acpuire a tradiienary value which passee on frum generation
to gencatien ; and thus thete amiaes reaprenal neecwdities ot bebaviar
between parents and clildren, hustamls awd wives, brethren and sisters,

- in which the requinite conditions for the gruesis of theae cgo.altraisue
" impmlres which, when farther moditicd by the expansion «f the sympatha.

tic fechings, ;ive lurth o moral sentiments.  Lle very atate of thangs

' which miade mental vanatien more advantagents to the pregenitors of
. mavkuel than phasical .amatin, suunitznesusly censjaret to cnhance

the pangressivencss of primeval man aad to prelong las jenal of infauey.
untit the plastic or maticable pxrts of hus life came to extend aver severat
Years. imstead o terminating in ity an feur or five months, as with
tic erang outang.  Amet the entangletnent of all the eazaes eonajanng to
olice humanity fnan ammality, 13 the fact that this prelengatinn of
infancy was mamfestly the ancmstance which kmit th-we permanent

- relatinmalups, mTing nise th reaprocil novasities of behavior, which

dustinguithes the mdest imaginable family gnap of men from the highest
imazinable asscialion of greganous nmlivmar primates.  In this new
xn Uen 2% 0 e causes and the ellceta of the prolanged ainfancy of
man, for which the wwthl av amleltsl to M. J.%n Fiske, of Harvand
Univeraity, we have a supgeation as {r-itfal as the one which we «we th
Mr. Wallare, and adveriad th3n the proceing & *ton,  Frvm of ol wo
have haanl the anemuen, *Except ye beas habes, 32 cannnt enter intn the
kingiom ol hoaven™ The lateat saence now shows ws—theugh in a very
differnt »enae of the wenls—thag, unirss we had been as babes, the
cthical phennmena which gives all its_ signiticance to the plirase *kingdrm
o hsavan " would bave besa noa-oxistent for us. Withou! the circum.



98 THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

stances of infancy wo should never have comprehended tho meaning of
such phrases as ¢ selfasacritico ” or *“dovotion.”  The phenomena of social
Jifo wonld have been omitted from the history of the world, and with
them the phenamena of othics and of religion,

The social instincts acquired by man for tho good of the community will
from the tirst have given to hiln some wish to atd his fellows, somo feeling
of sympathy, and have compelled him to regard their approbation and dis-
approbation. But as man gradually advanced in intellectual power, and
was cnabled to trace the remoto consequences of his actions ; as he
acqmred suflicient knowledge to reject bauneful customs and superatitions ;
as he regarded more and more, not only the welfare, but the happness, of
his fellow.men 5 as from habit, f>lowitg on benetiaal expertence, instruc.
tions, and example, his sympathics became moro tender aud widely diffused,
extending to men of all races, to the imbeeile, maimed, and other uscless
members of society, and finally to the lower animals,—so would the
standand of his morality rira higher aud higher. As a struggle may
sometimes Le ecen going on between the various instincts of the
lower animals, it is uot rurprising that there should be a struggle in
man between his social instincts, with their derived virtues, and his
lower, though momentarily stronger, impulses or desires. Looking to
future generations, there is no cause to fear that the secial instincts will
grow weaker, and we may _expect that virtuous habits will grow stronger,
becaming perhaps fixed by inberitance,  In this caze, the strugle between
our higher and lower hmpulses will be less severe, and virtue will be
triumphant.

SExvAL SELECTION AND Max. —Sexual selection has, probably, been an
important facterin the evolution of man. The rexual struggle is of two
kinds ; in the one it is between individuals of the same sex, generally tho
males, in arder fo drive away or kill their rivals, the females remaining
passive ; whilst in the other, the struggle is likewiso between the indi-
viduals of the same sex, in onder to excito or charm those of tho opposite
8eX, generally the females which no longer remain passive, but sclect the
more agrecable partners. It scems almost certain, that, if the individuals
of onc sex were duriug a Jong scrics of generations to prefer pairing with
certain individualz of the other sex,” chamcterized in sotne peculiar
manuer, the offspring would slowly but surely becomw modified in the
same manner. . We may caleulate that the greater size, strength, courage,
purnacity, and energy of wan, in comparison with woman, were acquired
duripgz primeval times, and have subscgquently been augmesnted, chicly
tarough the contests of the rival males for the posseassion of females.
The greater intelliectual vigor and power of invention in maxn is probably
due to uatural sclection, combined with the inherited effects of habit 3 for
the most able men will have succeeded best m defending aud provading for
thenselves aud for their wites and offapeing,  As far as we can judge, it
appears that our male ape-hike progenitors acguired their beands as an
ornament to chznn or excite the opposite sex, and transmitted them ouly
to their malo offspring. The lauales apparcntly fitst ha their Lodics
denuded of hair, also as a gexual emament, but they transtmtted tlas
chamcter alnmost oqually to both sexes. It is not imprabable that the
females were madificd in other respects for the same purpose and by the
samc means ; g0 that wemen have acquired sweeter veices and became
more beautiful than men Mr Tarwin concludes that of all tho causes
which have Jod ta tho differences in external appearances between tho
taces of moan, and to a certam extant Letween man awd the larger
animalg, sexual sclection has been the most cfficient.

< Missive Lnks.”—The great break in the organic chain between man
and his ncarest allice, which cannot bo bridged ever by an extiuct or living
apecien, has often bect, advanewd as a grave objection to the belicf that
man is descenled fram some lower corm ; bt this ehjection has really
Little weight.  Sir Chaa. Lyell hasshown that, in all the vertehrate classes,
the discovery of fossil remains has licen a very slow and fortuitous pmcess,
Nor ahwulil @& be forgntten that these regions which are the most likely to
afford remains councetiog wman with same cxtinct ape-like creature, has
not an yet been cxploral by geclogists.  Asia or Africs, or both, in all
probability, cstituted the pnmeval home of carly man ; hienee in the
thase countiics, and in thase enly, is 3t Jikely that any reconls of our semi-
haman anoestors exist, of w1l ever be dincovered. Batno portion of those
cnntinents have, a3 yeb, been explared for fossils of primitive wan, or of
the types and specics snterior to man ; consequently, nonc have cver been
brought to light,

SUTRENAY oF MaN.~Man has not enly visen superior $0 natural
sclection himaelf. but hic 1 actually able tn take away sume of that power
from nature whivh before Ina appearance she universally cxerctsed, We
can antwipate the tiune when the earth will produce ouly cultivated planta
aud damestic ammals ; when maw'e s-lecticn ahall have supplanted natural
sclection ; and when the eecan will be the only domam in which that
power can beexertol, which {7 countles eycles of ages ruled supreme
over all tho earth. UM it be envpuund, whether man ton st chauge in
form, and beewrne develped into romie othier animal, as different from his
present sclf ashe is frem the gonlla or chimpanzee, the cvident reply is,
that xuch will net be tha case 3 fur no change of conditinns is concavable,
which will render any impertant alteration of his form and organization =0
univemally utcful and nevesary Lo hun asto give thase possessing it always
the best chianco of surviving, aul thus Jad to the development of anew
apecies, penus, ot higher gonp of man. We know t}lat far greater
changes of cvnditions and ol Lis entire enviroument have beon tndergunn
by man than any other highly erganized animal covld aurvivo unchanged,
azd havo becn mot by menlal, not corporeal adaptation. The differonco of

habits, of food, clothing, weapons, aud eucinivs, betweon savaze and
civilized mau, is enormons.  Difference in bodily form and structure there
is practicably none, except a slight increased size of brain, corresponding
to his higher mental dovolopmeut. Wo lhave every reason te belteve,
then, that man may have cxisted aud may continue to exist, throngh
scrivs of geological epocha which shall sco all other forma of animal hiy
again and azain changed ; whiloho himself remains uuchanged, excent as
regards the head and facs, an immediately connected with the ergan of the
mind, aud as being the medium of expressing the most refined emotions of
his nature. 1In the future of tho human raco it must inovitably follow,
that the higher—the more intellectual and moral —must displace tho lower
and more degraded races ; and tho power of natural selectiun, still acting
on his mental orgamzation, must ever lead to the more perfect adaptation
of man’s higher faculties to tho conditions of surrounding nature, and to
the exigencies of the social state.  \While lis external form will probabty
ever remain unchanged, except in the development of that perfect beauty
which results from a healthy and well-organized boidy, refined and ennobled
by the highest intellectual faculties and sympathetic ewotiona, his inental
constitution may continue to advance and improve, till the world i
iuhabited by a single nearly homogenvous race, no individual of which will
bo inferior to the noblest specimen of existing humanity.

Our progress towards such a result is very slow, but it still ia a progress,
Degpite the fact, that, among civilized nations of the present day, 1t i3 tha
mediocre, if not the low, both as regands morality and intelligenee, why
succeed best i life and multiply fastest, thero is yet an advance-—on the
whole a steady and permanent one—both in influence on public opinivn of
a high morality, au.{ in the general desire for intellectual elevation,

Fonrr Leaviswonrta, Kaxsas.

WE casxor forbear to express our cordial and sincere admir.
ation of these words of the Torounto Freethonght Journal for Feb-
raary, respecting ¢ Clerical Scandals”: ¢ Wo have received
numerous communications giving detailed accounts of the misdo-
ings of ministers of the ‘gospel’ and other prominent members of
Christian churches who bavo strayed from the path of virtue,
We havo consigned all such communications to the ‘waste-basket,
and, so far ag the Journal is concerned, to oblivion. Such de
scriptions are necessarly coarse and vulgar, and we shall continue
to rigidly cxclude them from omr pages.  Apart from theiv coarse:
ness, however, wo object to giving such scandal prominence.
Christians claim that their religion makes them better, moro virtu-
ous and honest than they could possibly bo without #it. 1y care
fully nothing and giving prominence to cvery christian’s “fall from
grace’ we acknowledgo that their assertions aro truo; that their
Christianity ought to make them b-tter than other men ; that they
ousls to stand on a higher moral plane than their neighbors ; that
had they lived in accordance with the teachings of tho Bills they
could not bave erved ; and thut consequently it was the dss of
their religion which oceasioned their fall. -\ man cannot_fall un-
less hie isupon an clevation, unless he accupics a more or less loity
position {o fall from.  Wo aro not dispesed, even by implication,
to wake such an acknowledgment.”  In such sentiments as these
evory lofty-minded liberal must take anfeigned delight. They put
to shamo the vile disposition which gloats trinmphantly over
“ clerical scandals."—Boston Jndex.

T'he Freethought Juurnal.—The freothinkers have resolved to
pubnsh their Journal monthly instead of weekly ae at first inttend-
ed.  In the February number now Lefore us, under the head of
“ Ciericalj Scandul,” the Juurna! says :—* Wo havo reccived nu-
nicrous communications giving detailed accounts of the wisdoings
of ministers of the ‘gospel’ and other prominent members of
cliristian churchies who havo strayed from the paths of virtur.
We have consigned all such communications to tho ‘waste-basket’
and, so far as tho Jouraal is concerned, to «blivion. Such de
seriptions aro necessarly coarse and valgar, and  we shall continue
to rigidly exclude them from our pages.  Apart frem their coarse
ness, however, wo oljeet to giving such scandal prominence.” In
view of the recent number of such social scandals, and the promi.
nence given them by the press of America and the Dominion and
the injurious cffects tho publications have upon the community
tho Journal deserves the thanks of its readers for its woral lesson,
and the magniuimous coarso pursucd by vefusing publicity to
thesn scandals, instead of secking tho advantage of professing
Christiaus through their erring mewbers, speaks well for tho high
tono of its promoters and editors.—Necws, L'Original,
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PRESTAQUGET LEGRURES FOR KT,

BY B. F. UNDERWOOD.
POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE LECTURES.

1. The domands of Liberalism,

2. The positive Side of Frecthought.

3. "The Uencsis and Nature of Religion
considersd as an element of Iuman Na-
ture.

4. A Scieatific and Philosophical View
of Religions Revivals,

5. Tho Influcnce of Christianity on
Civilization,

6. The Triumphs of Liberalism.

7. What Liberalism offers as a Sub.
stituto for the Chri: tian Theology.

5. A True Man Better than a True
Christiznn.

v, Juduism and Christianity, Out-
goowths of Pre-Existent eathenism,

10. Origin and History of the Bible,
(From one to six lectures.)

11. Buddha and Buddinsm.

12 Ancient Egyyt: IHer Laws, Mo
ality, and Religion,

13. The Theory of Evoluuon.

14, Darwinism:  Its Principles Stat-
od and Defended.

15, Natural Selection varsus Desiun
in Nature.

16. The Philosophy of 1Tetbert Spencer

17. Modern Scicntitic Maternhs,

18, Iustinct and Intuition : organized
experiences of the Race,

19. Woman: Her Past aud Present,
Her Rights and Wrongs,

20, Paine; The Proncer of Frecthought
in Ameriea.

21. The French Revolution : Its Cause
and Couscquence,

CRITICAL LECTURES.

22, Tho Fullacies of Rev. Joseph Clook
regarding the Personality and Being of
Ged.

23. Cook’s Criticism of Scientific Mat-
erialism Examined. :

24, Why I am an Unbelicver.

23 Christianity and Intclectual Pro.
gress.

26. Thu Four Gospels Unbistorical
and Unreliable.

27. The Evidences for tho Divinity of
the Bible Exaunined,

25, Pypular Assumptions Regarding
the Bible and Christianity.

2Y. Popular Qujections to Infilelity
Answered.

3. The Crimesand Cuucltics of Catho-
lic and Protestant Christianity.

31, Bible Prophecics Falsified by tho
Facts of History.

32. Tho Procis of a Personal, Intelli-
gent Deity Exawinad.

33. Tho Pros and Cons of a Futuro
State.

For terms, &ec., address

B. ¥. UNDERWOOD,
Thorndike, Alass.

AT LAST!

JUST TIIR BOOR TIK LIBERALS JAVE DB3EN WANTING,

The Youth's Liberal Guide !

1By I'mf, A, M, Korrixaer, A, ¥,
(Translated from the revived tierman wdition.)

A book for the Moral Culture and Reffzious Enhghiten.
 ment of Youth,
** Fatliers * Mothers ! Let uslive for vur childnen.”

PART FIRST.——Monan Crrrene,
Stction First.—Morals in Examples.

Cuarrer Fiusr.— L Dauties Towards Our-
selves, 11 Duties of Ber ovolence ‘Towards our
Fellow-Creatures,

Crarme Secosv, =1 Private Rights and
Duties. 11, Pablic Rights and Duties.
Seetion Seeond. ~Doctrines of  Daties and

Rights- in Questions aud Answers,

INTRODUCTION . —Cniavrer: Finst.

Ethics. (In the Stricter Sense.) —Dutics
Towards Qurselves. (Personal  Duties.)—
Special Duties Towards Ourselves.--Dutics
‘Towands Our Fellow-Creatures, (Daties of
Denevolenee, ) Special Duties,

CHAFTER SEcosp,—-Doctrines of Justice (of
Datics of Rights, Resting on Reason and
Nature. I Prvate Lights and Daties, 11.
Pubhe Kights and Duties.  (State Rights.)
PART SECOND.—-Kencrovs ENLiGHTES-

MENT.
Section First.—Quthne of the History of the

Principal Redigious.

Cusrter Frast,—The Religions Lefore the
Christian Lra, and the Islam,

CUALTER  SECOND.— Christian  Religion.—
1st Period.—(1.1024). TIrom the foundation
ot the Christian Religion until the tune of the
Universal Government of the Popes.  Part
SECoND —(1024-13).  3rd. Pertod. — (1300,
1518.) Ath Period. —1518-1648 ) 5th Penod.
—(1648-1789.) Gtk Yeriod.—~)1789-1877.)

Section  Second.—Biblical Narratives aud
their Criticism.  CHAPTEL  FisT.—Nurra-
tives from the Old Testament.  Cnarren
Speodd, -- Narmtives from the New Testatent

Seation Third.—Views of the Utuverse trom
the standpant of Moders decuce.  In ques-
tions and answers.

Notes.—Exzcellent Contents Table.

Stch s 2 bricd outline « £ tlas much tceded werk, It
fs an dvo, atd contatne 314 jages, Ty dically, it iy
very wed gotten upy, aud §i naatly beand in clatt. Urice,
aingle cupion, Y16, postage propand. 1wt fuznish it s
fateral toeaguns, Chiadrens Fratertuties and ottict vxue
chct at groatly saduond rates. Sl for torins te clubs,

1Abceal Yarcnuts ' This i8 Just the work dou want fur
Your chuiidrei, Xent 3 cent g lur Catalogue of Loues,
Lazuph-ois, Chobgrajhs, et

E. C, WALRER,

addross,
Il Bux B, Faomun, lowa,

Ta% PUEST Iy ABSOLUTION

A Crticism and Denunciation,
FROM THE LATEST

London Abridged Xdition

Of this vemarkable work, which hus
created so much exsitement in Lagland.

The uriginal volumo was issned by tho
Itigh Church authoritics in England as a
sundnuce of the clergy in tho confesstonal,
aud for its plainness of languads was
tabooeed and expurgated.

Seat by mail on receipt of 25 cents, or
5 copices for ono dollsr.

Freethought Publishing Co.,

BOSTON, MASS,
I’ 0. Box 3339

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS.

Fruits of Philosophy.

The genuine Bradlaugh-Besant book,
which the English Government 18 trymg
to suppress. By sending 73 cents, a copy
will be sent prepaid, by expre 3, to amy
address,  Address Freethought 1 ublishing
Company, Boston, Mass, 2. O. box 3580,

OMMON SENSE. A large sixteen page
scmi-monthly  Journal, Devoted to
the RISE OF REARON AND DOAWN.
FALL OF FAITH. Motto—** Oxe Wonth
AT A Toie” ¢ The Prophet is & fool, the
Spiritwa: man is mad.—Hosed ix: 7. A
good newspaper as well, and contains much
information abont Texas, Now i itsfourth
voltme ; $1.50 per aunum. Specimen copies
five cents,  Address R. PETERSOX, Pio-
prictor, &t Louis, Mo.

HOTOGRAPH OF “A GOD.”"—Send

five cents for llustrated CoMmoN Sexnse

with picture of * A God,” as described by

tho Prophet Habakkuk, the Psahaist David

and John the Saint.  Address COMMON
$SEXNSE, St. Louis, Mo.

EO. TRANCIS TRAIN Organizing R-
EVOLUTION ! Psycholegy check-
mating Demonology.  Iminense audiences
proclaiming  Dictatorship. Down with
Hayes ! Cromwellize Congress ! Death to
Thicves! Sce ** The Dictator,” (Qifferent
speech cach number, six nos. out; 2c.; 6
nos. 10c; 20 nos. Qie; 2 nos. 50c.  Re-
mit, THE DICTATOR, Phocnix House,
Broadway and 12th St.. New York.

HE POSITIVE THINKER—Owrced
and published by the New York Lib-
cral Publislueg Company, m Science Yall
Building,No 141 Eighth street, near Broad-
way, G. L. Henderson and H. B. Brown
cditors, is an cight-page family newspaper,
devoted to the three greatest human inter-
ests—True or Positive Thought, Industry,
Improved and Hoppy Homes, 1t will ad-
vocate the Rehigion of Humanity, showing
that, though there are many chiurches and
sects, there isbut One Religion ; that, when
scparated from superstition and based on
the solid rock of Science—leaving the barren
ticlds of negation, doubt, the unknown and
the unknowalle to metaphysicians and thec-
logians—will  when  properly  presented,
unite mankind everywhere, furnish instre-
tion to young and old,teaching the truth, in
order to do the right—giving instruction
and gnidance from the cradlo to the gmave.
Theo ** Positive Thinker " is not the organ of
any socicty, scct or party. It assumes tho
responsibility of allits utterances. It hopes
to find many readers within as well as out-
side the churches. It will do moro to pre-
scnt what is true than to ndicule what is
false ; to aflirm rather than deny ; buld
than destroy, to replace faith by convict-
ions—and particularly laboer ‘o make this
warld better and man happier. The first
few numbers will appear monthly, untilour
subwerihiers loarn ats value, after which it
will be issued weekly. XYrico per annum
$1.30, six months 75 cents 3 threo months
40 cents.  To clubs of five &5 ; to cluby of
ten, and one to getter-up of chub. $1u, post-
age free.  Send for samiplo numbers.  Ad-
dress the POSITIVE THINKER, Ssicneo
HalLBuilding, No. 141 Eighth §t., Now
Yo
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ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

Bookseller and Stationer,

Will send by mail, post paid, on receipt of
Catalogue price, any of the following works ;

Volney’s Ruines of Empires......... $1 00

Strauss’ The Old Faith and the New.. 200

Christian ‘Theology and Modgrn Scep-
ticism, by the Duke of Somerset.. 075

Parker’s Discourses on Religion. .. ... 200
Mills' Three Essnys on Rehgion. .. ... 200
Clodd’s Childhood of the world..... . 075
¢ Childhoud of Religion ...... 22
Frothingham’s Lranscendentalism in
Now England, ....... eeeee 250
Frethingham'’s The Sufest Creed .... 100
s The Cradle of Christ.. 175
« Child’s Book of Rehg'n 100
¢ Behefs & Unbehievers

and other Inscourses 1 00
Supernatural Religion. 2 Vols. 8vo .. 8§ 00
Matthew Arnold's Laterature & Dogma 1 50

“ God and the Bible.... 150

¢ Essaya on Criticism... 150

“ Egsays on Church &
Religion .......... 150

Amberley’s Analysis Religious Belief 3 00
Huxley’s Critiques and Addresses. ... 150
¢ Anatomy of Vertebrated Ani-

mals..... sessaa cereaanne 230
¢ Man’s place in Nature ,.... 125
¢ Qrigin of Species ........ 100

Haeckel's History of Creation, 2 vols. § 00
Quatrefage’s Natural History of dan 100
Mivart's Contemperary Evolution.... 15U
Spencer’s (Herbort) Social Statics.... 250

¢ Psychology. 2 vols ........ 5 00
¢ Principles of Biology. 2 vols. 500
¢ TFirst Principles .......... 250

¢ The Study of Sociology .... 10V
Draper'’s Intellectual Dovelopment of

Burope. 2 vols ...l 300
Draper'’s Conflict between Religion &

SCIENCO ...vvereactiaaacansaan 175
Buckle’s History of Civilization in

England. 2vols...o.oovenan.. 300

Tyndall’s Forms of Water .......... 1350
Heat as a mode of motion..

€ OnSound c..eciiiannaanan 200

¢ Michael Faraday ..coveeee 190

“  Fragments of Science ...... 200

£ Tiours of Excrcise in tho Alps 2 00
Darwin’s Naturalists’ Voyage around

the World ... .ooiaieaen. 200

¢ Origin of Species ......... 2W

¢ Doecent of Man. 2 vols...... 400

¢ Insectivorous Plants ..... . 200

*¢  Cross and sclf Fectilization, 2 00
¢ Expressions of the Emotions

in men and animals ...... 300

Cazelles' Evolution—Philosephy (... 100
Fontaine’s How the World was poopled 2 00

Smith's From Dawn to Suurise...... 200
Underwood's Heroines of Freethought 1 50
Savage’s Religion of Evolution ...... 150
Stephen's History of English Thought
2T0I8 ceiiiiiiiiiieaiiaaann S 00
Renan’s Lifcof Jesus .. .eviaa.... 075

Bradlangh's Thoughts about the Devil 1 50
Cobbe's Religious Demands of the Age 040

*.3Fome of the above may bohad second-
hand, at rednced prices.
Address  ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

248 & 250 Yonge S,
Torontos

— e ————————

A RARE CHANCE,

We will send the

FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL

AXND TIHE

SPIRITUAL OFFERING

Buth for one year for the sum of Two
Dollars in advance. The SPIRIUTAL
OFI'nRING is edited by Mr. D. ML Foxand
olrs, Nettie Pease Fox, and is one of the
Lest magazines published in the United
states, and the JOURNALis the only Lib-
eral paper published in the Dominion of
Canada.  Haus a corps of able cuntributors,
and is abreast of tho times.

Address,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE,
Albert Hall; No. 191 Yonge Street,
* TORONTO.

JUST INSURD:

A NEW STORY BOOK

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.

“APPLES OF GOLD.”

By Msis. Svsax H. Wixox.

72 This is a work of supcrior merit, and,
unlike every other bouk of the kind, en-
tirely free from superstiton or thcofogy.
Price, §1.50, pustege, 3 cents.—For sale at
this office.

NECOMMENDATIONS :

The following are a few of the many
testimonials which have been recetved :—

Mrs. E. D. Slenker writes,—** 1 have just
recaived ‘ Apples of Gold.” It 3 ] beauts-
ful Look, and I like the meneral tone of tho
stories as far as 1 have.cad them. 1 hope
cvery Liberal family will buy one.  1'd get
adozen for distribution anmiong my young
friends if I were eble.

William Sisson, Esq., of Port Hope,
Ont., writes, *“ * Apples of Guld’ is full of
intcrest from first to Jast, with numerouns
fresh and very invigorating thoughts, m-
structive, moral, amusing and witty, with-
out lack in “efinement ; and, being without
superstition of any kind, it is ono of the
best story books for all éma, from young
to old, that I liave ever read.”

“ AN writes,—*“ All who have read
tho book hereabouts speak of it as tho best
waork for boys and girls they have ever
known. Tho storics are entertaining and
ingtructive, and ontirely devord of super-
stitioustaint—thatpoisoncrof youngminds.”

A gentleman, ordening the “ Apples of
Guld *’ for a pet, writes,—*“ This isa present

for = bright little girl of 10 years, whoze -

grandfather is ono of € our ranks,’ and X am
loascd to givo her such a splendid good
Eook % ¢ Applos of Gold.'”

——— e e e e e —

CALKLIN'S

CHAMPION

AND

NOVELTY WASHER!

Is the most remarkable discovery of the
19th century, whereby every lady can be
her own laundress and find pleasure and
amusement therein. It saves time, labor,
trouble. It washes quickly, cleanly and
easily.  Will do a day’s washing in three
hours, and do it well,

Cannot get out of order.

Have one and try it bef re you buy it.
No charge for trial. Price reduced to
$6.00.

It saves its cost in the wear of clothes
in six months.

STOGKTON, ROSSITER & €O.
122 King Stroct West, Toz.nto.

In stock, or engraved to order,

Notarial Seals, Lodge, Corporation and
Socicty Seals.

Steol Stamps

FOR

Wood, Brass, Iron,
Ivory. &c.

Dale Stimys, Bask,

Difice aad Hand
Stamgs, &
Confoctioners®

Stamps

And Rolls.

Sllver and Brase
Doorplatc--

Bottlers’ Stamps for Capsules and wax—
all kinds.

Shislds and Banncrots for Libtral Assccia-
tions appropriataly grouped.




