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The P jlpwood Industry.

BY Herbrrt M Price.

The subject of pnlpwood is one that has come to the front
within the last ten y»*ars prominently from many points of
view and has many collateral bearings and has. I believe,
been instrumental in brinj^ing the question of Forestry as
practical politics before the public.

DIMENSIONS OF WOOD CUT.

There is no doubt but that a smaller diameter of wood
has been cut than is in the true interests of the pulp and
paper mills to accept or the owner of private lands or li-

mits to cut. Some twelve years since the diameter shipped
was six inches and up while now four inches and up is

accepted.

The actual quantity of wood is le.s8 in a cord of 4 inches
and up Ihun in 6 inches and up, but (competition between
buyers has brought about this lower minimum. It would be
much in the interest of the owner of timber lands to make
only 5 inches and up : he would get a better price for his
wood, his lands would not be so depleted and depreciated,
the jobber could afford to make it at a leso price and the
paper mill could afford to pay more for it.

SORTS OF WOOD AND DIMENSIONS.

Practiially there are three sorts of pulpwood : spruce,
(including balsam or sapin) hemlock and poplar, but this
paper will deal generally with spruce, as quantities of
hemlock and poplar are so small and do not materially affect
the question now under discussion and hemlock is cut
primarily for its bark and not for pulpwood.
Pulpwood is divided into rough wood (wood with the

bark on), peeled wood, hand shaved wood and rossed wood



Kou;;h wood is made gem rilly in the winter in what-
ever lengthH are most convenient, being cut down to four

feet before being shipped to the Unitea States and some*
times to two feet. If trees are cnt after winter sets in, same
t-an be hand peeled to advantage the following spring, as

the sap will then run.

Peeled wood is ;oeled in the woods in June, July and
August and mostly rut into four feet lengths and hauled
out the following winter or driven the following sprint^.

Hand peeled wood u generally ))eeled with a dtawkiii^e
the following npring and summer after being made rough
in the woods and after being either hauled out or driven
The later in the summer it is so hand peeled the harder
the work is.

Hossed wood is the rongh wood machine peeled by a
barker or rosser. The loss of wood in this case is greater

than when it is hand shaved and may be estimated at lVi>m

20 to iU> p. c, according to the size and quality being peeled
as, naturally, the smaller the diameter of the wood the

greater the waste or loss.

Up to within the last two years the wood barker or

rosser only berked sticks of wood not over two feet, but now
the Moreau )>arker rosses four feet sticks.

CONTENTS OF A COUP.

The number of pieces in a cord of course varies i^rently

aciording to the size of the wood cut, but Iron? actual mea-
surement a cord aver Tinir 4-|" in diameter take.v 174

pieces ; 5i" 1-22 pieces ; . l-A" 100 pieces and 7 1 ' 82
pieces, showing the extra labor and handling in v^^aing

small wood.
In shipping w^ood by rail it is found that a cord of wood

peeled one summer and shipped the following winter or

spring weighs about 3,i.30 lbs. while unbarked wood comes
near 3,800 lbs. per cord.

VALUES.

In speaking of values, of course, points of shipment an<;

favorable rates of transportation by rail or water make the

price, but I am taking points favorably situated in the

ft n
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««m'c ana aau i-H to English
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pUyi. in the que.tion of pulpwood. it may be
">«»i«»»*J

K.t th« ritlle l»l»nd Paper Co, of Fulton, NY, situated

Jell &wejl on Uke OnVario. draw the greater portjon of

Th^^riupplffrom the nppe^ part of the Saguenay R.ver at

Ha! Ha! Bay wholly by water, a distance of nearly six

**"pJljt^*'i. also shipped from E«K,umain^ «»medis.

tance below Tadonsac.

QUANTITIES CONSUMED.

It ia estimated that the United States consume yearly

about 2,600.000 cords of pulpwood. of which we ship them

*^^*r?n/ihe oast year the Adirondacks alone produced

.oSe 58?.000 cS:St o'f pulpwood, equal to say 850.000 000

feel B M. This cutting is practically at our own door and

Sis usVhatsome day Canada will have much more to say

M re^rds the supply, as prices ot stumpage in the United

States have gone to very high Hgures.

The Department of Customs at Ottawa inform me that

the total quantity of pulpwood exported from Canada dur-

ne the fiH year endini July 1st. 1904, was 47<.»,238 cords.

These figures, in conjunction wi.h the information I give,

go to demonstrate that the United States looks to the

Province of Quebec for aveiy large proportion of this

O^ D C
'
There were 259.231 cords of pulpwood cut on Crown

Unds in the Province of Quebec in the year ending June

80 1903, of which 70.576 cords were exported from Canada.

I understand from the Department that the amount cut for

year ending June 30, 1904, was very Mm/1>" ^o the fore-

ioinir year, but the returns are not yet published. Mr. J^.

A Dubuc in his pamphlet of the present yearon Pulpwood

Sates that irom 720.000 to 750 000 cords are cut yearly in

the Province of Quebec, of which 300.000 are converted

into pulp and paper for local consumption and export

These statements show the large proportion of pulpwood

that is cut on private lands in the Province of Quebec.

The estimated amount of pulpwood cut on ^'o^^ Lands

in the Province of Ontario during the past year is GO.OOO

cords.



UNSATISFACTORY MANNER OF SELUN«} TO TIIK
UNITED STATKS.

There is mnch to he done to put the palpwoodtradi* on a
latisfactory htmin aa between the k'Her in (lanada ti ihe
parchafier in the Unitwl States, aa the iUBtom in now r.r

the ieUer in Canada to take mill meaauroment. or final mea-
8areiD^nt.in the United Stutes, in spite of th« tact that
wood u generally sold f. o. b. car or boat in Canada. The
Pnlpwood Associaf ion has disi enraged Ktrongly anv ealeM
made deliverable at mill in the United StuteH, believing
that debt should be one .ollectable this side of the line
and that the United Suites mills ', .» . i be responsible for
changes in freight and also for an. ' ly imposed bv their
(lovemment, the Canadian shipper being responsible for
any exirort duty imposed by Canada. There is often much
difference in measurement of boats and cars between Ca-
nada and the United States and Name must continue as long
as the present system exists.

DUTY ON PULPWOOI).

All pulpwood is admitted free into the United Stat.-.>
at present, but alnrnt two years Rinee the United Slutes
Government commenced < dilectinir ^" P c. duty on rossed
wood, claim'ng under the Dingley Taritf that it was a ma-
nutactured article The payment of duty was protested by
mteiested partie \nJ th.- case tried before the (leneral
Board of A ppraii . in New York which decid.d that ross-
ed pulpwiod wai. nee. The (lovornment then ceased col-
lecting but appealed and the case went befc-e the Circuit
Court in f.- Uistrict of Vermtmt, which Court alfirmed the
«ie>-!i8ion.

} he Government again commenced collecting duty ou
rosscd wood in July 1905 at 20 p c. on the cord valued at

J'
^^ ^^'^ '^^^^ *"^' immediately afterwards lowered

the valuation to $5.50. or $1.10 per cord and ceased collect-
ing on 6th Nov. last in consequcni-e of the decision of Circ".it
Court of Vermont in October last, but has again appealed
and the case will go before the Circuit Court of Appeals.
The strong probabilities are that the Government's conten-
tion will be set aside. The Government has, howeve , not
yet made a refund of duty collected,
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC PDLPWOOD ASSOCIATION.

An Association called the " Province of Qaebec Pulp-
wood Association ". of which I have the honour to be I're-

sident. was formed in 1902 and I think well to quote from
its constitution the reasons for its formation :

—

" The object of the Association shall be to promote the
interests and conserve the rights of those engaged in the
pulpwood business or in the manufacture and preparation
of pulpwood, to hold meetings of th > members for the con
sideration and discussion of questions aflTocting thos •

interests and, by union and co-operation, to build up and
foster the pulpwood business.

To inaugurate a uniform system of measurin;jr and sell-

ing pulpwood to Canadian and Ameri<iaii Pulp and Paper
mills.

To assist in encouraging sh'ppers to export only a good
class of pulpwood so as to maintain a good name for pulp-
wood shipped from the Province of Quebec.

To encourage the strict observance of contracts between
producers of the wood, shippers of sami? and the mills in
Canada and the United St;ites who consume it.

To look after the facilities for shipment of wood given
by Kailroads and water transportation companies.

To foster good-will between the shipper and the con-
sumer and to be the means of removing ditt'erences between
them."
The Association has, I believe, done and is doing good

work on the above lines.

EXPORT DUTY.

The question of an export duty being imposed by Canada
on pulpwood has been much discussed, but I feel that
the safest course, and the wisest one, is to let things remain
as they are, for I believe this policy conduces to the in-
terests of the many. We cannot afford to lose an export
wood trade of |3,000,()00 a year and wait for possibly many
years beiore a home market is found. This country's re-

sources are so immense in pulpwood that we can afford for
some time yet to export the raw material and until we are
able to find capital to build up mills to manufacture and
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^^i^iV'X';:^'^''^'''^^''^' •« notp^j;rrfy^!!r.

suSs oT n.?r""'^7
the enormous and almost unlimitedsupplies of pulpwood derivable from the North Shore of

1 "i's ^ e eoLLflv
"'^"''

•^iV*'V^?« Pre/ent New sup-

he slandTlS-.?""'"^ '" \''^^' '"*^ ' °"*y "»«»•*«"

bably^ovo itsdffo ii''T "'^'^t''' r*^
^'^'*=h will pro-

a larire s°a e i, th
"^ ^''^' °* P^'P^vood and pulp on

Quebl>c mi H t Tr ^"*"'"« *he country between

H»i.. " . " • '^ * ***" reserve for the future We are imf

d 'r ::;*' " r:°"»
^^ "-^^^^^^ ^^^'^ question oian exp";

r"emi,7,nSMf'""^/l,"^^''- «"" ^^^' ^'«^ent. when

sei?ieurTe«tfn;7 ?'I1 "'^l" 'T' -''^.0'>•^'^00 acres of

be4 Umbered
^

"' '^" ^''^' Proportion by far

OnluloTew Br2r""'r ^^ P^^P^'«°d in the Provinces of

olthTrro;in;rol'^::bl"'''*^^^^^^^^^

an?xpor?dutv wn„M T'"' ""^''""^'l
'"^^^^ '" ^he event of

ordeJ^o mif L "'*^ ^^''*''y considerable, as the duty, in

ma.?! I
" "^^ ^^"^

V«"'« «' '*« advocates, would have to be

ato stoo'l^r^'^^^^'^
™«'^*' "I'^^t prohibitory it v'ould

am? nfl^ *^" ludehuite time the purchase by Americans

owninTsame.
'"'""" ^^ '''' ^^^°^'"-^l Oovernment^

ma?e'ln!V^''!''''^T™'"""^''™^'«rl»»<l« ^ould not bemade to advantage and it would inflict a heavy blow on

P l/o? n
^'""''^ T^ Z^^^ ^*««"««' ^^««Pt tho- owned by

faSs wo^uTd'Ii"';^'- VTr^' "* ^'l^^-^^ ™»*^« of ^i'^bVr

insttCe'uV irp^utfior^"^^
"'^' ^^"^^^"^"^ ^^



8

The question of retaliation by the United States Gcvera-

ment I do not .discuss, but it is a factor in the case, al-

though I feel s^ongly that we must draw the line some-

where as regards concessions. A policy of reciprocity, if

obtainable, would be preferable to inaugurating a tarilT

war.
Pulpwood has been the means of saving waste \u the

woods where made in connection with logging operations.

A certain portion, and by no means a small one, of our

northern spruce producing country cannot be developed to

advantage bv the building of pulp and paper mills, but the

pulpwood on same can by shipped to very groat advant-

age.

Every settler is more or less interested in the pulpwood

tradt! and it has helped largely the clearing and settling oi

land.

The greatness of our water powers will be a telling fac-

tor in the future in solving this question of export duly.

SHIPMENTS TO OTHER COUNTRIES.

The shipment of pulpwood to other countries than the

United States is to-day practically barred by transportation

charges, as Europe is supplied to a great extent by Scan-

dinavia on account of its proximity.

LAWS OF THE PROVINCES.

The Provincf of British Columbia has now no law in

force regarding timber cut as pulpwood, as they repealed

the law ot 1901 which charged a rental of not more than

two cents per acre and royalty of not over twenty-five

cents per cord.

In New Brunswiek, if pulpwood is cut on Crown Lands,

it is subject to the dues of merchantable lumber, which

lor spruce nre 11.25 per thousand superficial feet and no log

to be cut that will not make a log 18 feet long x 10 inches

at the small end.

The Province of Nova Scotia issues twenty year leases

of timber lands for pulpwood purposes at *1 per acre, au-

thorizing the let.see to cut timber of not less than five in-

ches in diameter. They, however, issue special leases in

case of erection of pulp mills, etc.



The Pfovince of Queb;.c charges a stumpajre ofdo cents onpu pwood per cord of 128 cubic feel, oqual to 600 feet BMwith a reduction of 25 cents per cord on timber manufacturednto pu p or paper in the Dominion of Canada and in connec-lon withthi« rebate the United States Govern menTm,^.sed a countervailing duty of 25 cents a ton of 2 HO llSon al pulp made from wood cut on Crown Lands in thA
Province of Quebec. Pulp ma<le in Ontario from wood cut

Wt ir;^-^""^' I"
the Province of Quebec was also sSSject to this countervaihng duty. This stumpa-e of 65cents per cord is equal to 91 cents per 1.000 feetThe Government of the Province of Ontario cover the

S wefn thrpP^°"^ *° ^ ^''^' •^^^^"^ ^y arrangementbetween he Province and parties acquiring areas eachindividual case being dealt with according to clnumstancesbut generally the duos, as fixed on the 20th Mar^h iS
?;on '7kT? ^ r'^- ^ ^'^^ ^^« ^^'''^ «'^ January 3.'
1900 prohibiting th . export of pulpwoo<l from the Province
ot Ontario in an unmanufactured state.The lease for 21 vearswith the Ramy Lake Pulp & Paper Co calls for 40 cen's acord for spruce, nothing to be cut under six inches.

INCREASE IN PULPWOOD TRADE.
The demand for pulpwood must increase rapidly inthe future as it has m the past few years, as the number ofarticles made from pulp is daily increasing and the spreadof education means more pulpwood in consequence of 'hedependence ot iH paper makers on the article. It is wellto rer,ember that what is disastrous to manv trader's

S^enerally beneficial to pulpwood, viz: War, as past exp'

pr'oXces^
'"

'''^ ^"""^ ^""*"^ ^"^ J'^P^'- t»^*» it

The uses of paper are also becominir manifold and so thecircle 18 constantly enlarging He would be a rash manwho would undertake ro limit the uses paper may be puto m the not distant future. ^ ^

FOREST FIRES.

tKl^'fk^^'^T- ^''^J'^'.^h by Dr. Robert Bell, but I thinkthat the penalties should be more severe where fire" nthe woods are started by settlers
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SUGGESTIONS RE FUTUIIE POLICY.

Although the pulpwood industry is regarded as inimi-

cal to forest culture, it must inevitably increase year by year

and it is with this trade that the owners of timber lands,

whether Government or individuals, have to deal, as the

denudation of the country will be affected by this trade in

a greater ratio than by logging- It is well to bear iii mind
how much owners of private lands are interested in this

question and that wo have not to deal with Governments
alone
The inroads pulpwood will make on our timber reser-

ves will increase in an unknown ratio and, if conducted

in a judicious way, will tend to the perpetuating of the

trade in the same way the judicious logging of spruce

has done. Of course, much of the country which is pul,)-

wood-producing is not a desirable logging territory and

consequently, the Government of the Province of Quebec

permit cutting of black spruce of 7 inches at the stump.

The reproductive qualities of spruce will act forcibly as

a saving clause against annihilation of our spruce forests,

and this alone, in my opinion, makes the forest wealth of

the Province of Quebec greater than that of our sister

Province Ontario, and of a far more enduring character.

I believe the interest of this country is to discourage

by legislation, or otherwise, the cuttinir of trees for pulp-

wood under 7 inches in diameter at the stump aud the

shipping of pulpwood under 5 inches in diameter.

Increasing value of stumpage has a tendency to make
people more conservative Avith their timber lands, as it

pays to he so and the teachings of the Forestry Conven-

tions and Associations will be useless if they do not coincide

with what the State and the individuals forming that

State consider to be their interests

Pulpwood affects all our interests directly or indirectly ;

it makes the article of paper which is used to spread the

gospel this Convention is preaching.

If this Convention is the forerunner of a policy, as re-

gards pulpwood, producing the best financial results with

a minimum of destruction, it will have justified its being.




