i et bibliog! i

Technical and Biblioqnphic Notes / Notes q

.The Institute has aﬂemp!e'd to obtain the best original

copy lable for filming. F of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the i in the reprod or which may

:ignificantiv change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

.Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur
Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

d/

Covers d and/or |
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque
Coloured maps/

Caites géographiques en

Colt-)ured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/+
Encre de couleur (i.e. aytre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other ma!eri;ll
Relié avec d’autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/ .
La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure :
Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/
11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

|

Additional comments:/

C il rr.'

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

L’Institut a microhllﬁé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il
lui a été possible de se pr . Les détails de cet

exuﬁplaire qui sont peut-&tre uniques du point de vue

phiq modifier une image
produite, ou qui p exiger une modification
dans 1a méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

- L .
9 , qui p

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

| Pages detached/ ’
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This copy is a photoreproduction.

>
3

Ce document est filmé au taux de réd: diqué ci-d
10X 14X . 18X 2x 26X 30x
20X ’ 32x

12X 16X

24X . 28X

cormvange-



A

R PR S

Goé will not leave me all alope
He never will forsake His own.
en not another friend I see,
he Lord is looking down on me.

T

gy

P

7




N




Almost a Nun,

CHAPTER 1.

© FIRST YEARS IN THE CONVENT.

WAS born in Montreal, in the
“year 1846. - My father was.
Canadian born, and bailiff of
the superior court. My mother was
- Parisian French. Thadtwo brothers -
~.and two sisters.  One of my sisters !
was a grey nun, and I went to the
convent at the age of seven..
My first thoughtq about 1e]lg10n,
I remember thstmctly,‘.lt was when
I was very small. Canada,
- when they - bring the sacrament
tc the sick, a man goes before,
~ on horseback, ringing abell, and the
priest followsin-a carriage, carrying .

the host. When thev j:ass,everyone
B 1
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2. ALMOST A NUN,

must kneel, just wherwe tney may be,

in mud; or snow, or water, and they = - -

- must all bow thejr lleads.; I did not

.- -
kneel and a woman near by, pushed
me down, telling me to kneel, for God
was passing. T went into the house

i

and asked my mother if ‘God wore! a -

: : ,‘
stove-pipe hat. She said yes, and
that we must kieel. Cy

: I
When I was twelie years old '} ..

- made my first communion, :
At the convent we got up- at five,
had fifteen minutes in which to' dress,
and then had one hour in the chapel,
-where we brayed and said our beads,
Afterwards we had to make bur beds,

then we went to mass, and after thag

breakfast, and then one ]nqur of study
before school. At 11.30 we came to
dinner. From twelve to one way re.
c¢ess, when we played, under the care
of the nuns. At one we went back

to school, which . lasted until fouy, .

.~ Then we had a collation, which con-

S




ALMOST A NUN. 3.
sisted of a piece of dry bread and a
glass of milk, or dry bread and an ‘
apple.  Then one hour for fancy”
work, one hour to-study, then supper -
at six. After that another hour, for
play, one hour for devotion, and
at eight all had to go to bed.
Every Thursday morning we put -
“on.big aprons and went into the kit-
chen to learn to cook, and in the
afternoon we did fancy work. On . -
Saturday there was no school, but we
‘worked hard all day. ' Some made .
wafer gods, others trimmed up the
altar.’ ) " ST
On Sunday we had. eight o’clock
mass, then breakfast, after that we
-could study, draw; paint or practice
‘until dinner. # After dinner we went
B for a walk, then vespers, devotion
- and recreation until bed time.
The first day of every month was -
a day of penance. We could 1_1015 talk )
. at all, except by signs, until night. .
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\omcnmu tor penance, I would cut

~my ‘wrist ‘with a pen knife, and when

it begasto bleed would put pépper
and salt in t@ cut, thinking to please

“God b endi\rmg the pain.

During Lent and" Advent wefasted

-until noon then we ate a hearty din-

ner, and then. had nothmfr clse until

- evening when we had a’ plccc of dry
bread and water.

We made a -great many relics in

~ _the convent, which were sold as

relics of St. loeeph and St. ]’dtmk
and some were even supposed to con-
tain the bones of the Virgin M: ary.
Once, when I was makmg a-reli¢ of

“ beautiful pink silk, which was suj-

B .

posed to contain a bone of the Vir-
gin, I asked, how, since she was sup-
posed to have ascended bodily up to
heaven, they counld still - have her
bones on earth. 'As a punishment

for asking such aquestion, I had to do '

penance for a week,-and could have

.
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1o play time and no Leccs% Before .
I left the convent, 1 found out that

‘these relics, instead of containing the

" bones of the saints,contained chicken

bones.
There was an orphan asylum:

* neeted with the convent, and in tle

main room they kept a lamp burning

" all night. Tt was suspended from )
ahe ceiling.  One night one of the
-orphans was hungry, and she got up -

and climbed the step-laddér which

was kept near by, so that one could
reach the'lamp. She was trying to . -
turn up the wick when’ she fellto the

ﬂoor, bu,akmcr ‘her arm. . But the
supenon would not let' any of us go
to her; and she lay there crying and
moaning all the rest of the night.

“They said that it was a just punish-

ment for the little thief. In the
morning they took her up, and one of

" the nuns set the broken’ bone; but all

her life that arm was deformed.

RTINS PR
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6. ALMOST A NUN.

Daring meal time one of the nuns

. read to us of the lives of the Saints,”

and out.of a book called the Dlrect-

- ory. In this book we-:were told to

respect the bishop and pricst as
Jesus Christ, and the superior ay the
mother of Christ; and at-any time

- she would call on us and: wg¢'were ob-1.

liged to repear what she lmd last.”
read about. : 4
It was very cold it the convent,'in
the winter time,. and we . sufﬁered
greatly with the cold, bat in- the eve
ning we were permitted to sit.in the
Commumty l{oom, which was warm,

’ and it seemed to lls like Heaven after

being in. cold roomsall day. Then
the mother superior would tell us
stories about the heretws, as. they
called the protestants.- This was one -

of them;—

* A Catholic girl worked for a’prot-
estant lady,’and the lady told her,

" that if sh‘e‘w«mld'brilyg herone of the
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hoséts that she would give her a silk

- dress. - Thenext time that the girl

went/to’ communion shetook the host
out of her mouth and tied it in her
handkerciiief. \Vhen she 'got home,
she put it'in a dmwel and went out
into the garden where the, mistress

~was, and told her that she had it.
.. When she took it out of the drawer,
‘the little host had become a heart of

flesh. The lady put a nail ‘through
it,’and put it up on the wall,” and
called it the god of Rome. One of

. her boys stuck his jack- knife into it,
and u. commenced to- bleeﬂ ) Soon-
'the ﬂoor was “covered wnth blood.

There was a man passing with a span
of horses, and when in front of the

house, the horses went down on their -

kricés. K0 the man entered to sce

.what was the matter. He then went
for the priest, but he would not stop -

it until the whole famlly had prom-

“ised to be Catholics.” * They became

e

/
v

g ;1@;_‘.‘;#_ -




fem s ey

e

<8, ALMOST A NUN.

- Cathohcs, and the servant: gu‘l went

- to the covent 1o bea Magdalen, to do
penance all the rest of her life.  But
it was said that she was the instru-
ment in God’s hands of saving _the.
whole family, - Then we would be
sent to bed trembling, to dream of
the terrible things that would hai;pen

if we should fall into the. hands of

the heretics.
They use a great deal of holy
.water in the conveit, and they make
“noney by means of it also. Thcv
sell it at twenty-five cents & ‘quart.
It is made of spring water and" salt,

and-blessed on Holy Saturday, the .

Saturday before Easter. One night

there was a terrible thunder storm, ' )
“and we were all afraid, and called to
the nuns. One of them got up, and .

went to the closet where . the - bottles
were kept and took whatshe thought.

to be a bottle " of holy. water. She - -~

poured some in our hands, that we

- . Lo f A L
T s e o aadméé%fﬁ%?@ﬁ
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ALMOST A NUN.~ 9.

might make ‘the sign of the cross
with it; an«j/she sprinkled it over the.

- floor and on’the. beds and vnndow‘x
- We were not afraid then, and went
to sleep. But next morning what

_was our eonsternation to find that in-
- _stead of holy water, the nun had

. taken a bottle of ink. Shehad todo
penance for a week, and_had to get

down on her knees and scrape the

~floor with glass.

Qur teachers went to Kurope quite.
often. " The mother superior came in
one day and. baid' that-Sister Eugene’
was gomg to start for Eur ope ‘the’

next day, and we; her scholars,onglt
.to make her a present.  So we took
up a collection and got tw ent) -five

dollars. The next day she bid us all,

good-bye. Whei she airiv edinLw-

. ope, she sent a létter to the supetion,
and sent her love to the boardas.
About two months afterward, |
wanted some hot water, one evening,

¥
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and rang the bell.  No one answer-

there, in a l'()('kin(r-cllailr by.‘the’ fire,

with her feet ona hassock, was Sister
hugene As soon as | opened the
door, she put her finger on her lips,
and told me that the same night she

was going to start.-for Euroge, she
was taken with inflammatory rheu--

matism, (enceintey and so conld not
g>. Then she made me promise not

_to tell, saying, that she would be han-

ished from there, if it were known.
In about three months the superior
szid that Sister Kugene ‘was coming
back, and then we had to give money
arain. to prepare a fete for her. . \'hc
had gone away fur her health,but we

all remarked that she was paler than

whenshe went away. Butshe saidthat

she had had a very pleasant voyage.

We had a good many’ American

girlsin the convent, and owr music

3 ing, I went to the kitchen with my
. pitcher, to get the water myself. And
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“teac hu' wils 4 young hdv h'om Bos—
ton, Miss I nsworth: Our ]nqlmh
teachér was an American also.  This
music teacher was converted - to ‘the
Catholic faith,“the only true church.”
On Easter Sunday she was christened
and made “her first communion. She
then decided to become a num, the
bride of Christ. She entered the
" moviciate three months after she was
baptised. .. Kvery Friday night they
practised fm' lngh mass on \lm(l.xy
and she had to play the organ.  The
- priests and’the ecclgsinstiths canie
to praétise-alsn. _The .choirister. was
a young ceclesiastique. e stood he-
«idé her and turned the music. They
fell in love with cach other. Tt was
noticed by one of tlw nuns that
they passed letters-to each other,

so he received his conge, and  they’

“had an old priest to act as choirister.
" Then the young pcoplc made a cou-
fident of the baker, and exchanged
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letters in this way. She ha’ one
hour in the music room every night.
to herself, when she was not distur-

" bed; so she got a girl to take her

place, and to loan- her some_clothes,
and she went out into the garden.
11e had'a carriage at the gate, and
thus they went to the minister’s and
were married. After eight, whenshe
did not appear with the other nuns,
they vegan to look around. They
founc. her habit and veil and a note

“on her bed, saying good-bye to the .

cloist>r and to Romanism, that &he

was sorry for the step she had taken,

and that she had not had a- happy
day, since she left her own church..
The 1nother superior was very angry
and the priests also, and they cursed

her, saying that she should never

have any children.  While T was in
the eonvent she had two boys, and ‘
she and her husband were members
of the Methodist. Church.  The curse
did not have much effect. ' '




CHAPTER 11.°

CLIFE AS A NOVICE.

14

’ T the age of eighteen, I had -
H decided to become a nun. So -
. L 1 had to pay six bundred dcl-
_ lars, provide an iron bed and twelve
" each of all such things as towels,
sheets, and pillow-cases. Everyone

" has to do this, and if ever they ..

<hould leave, they can take away

nothing with them. ) o

~ lwasfirsta postulant, ‘then I .re-
ceived the white veil, and was in the

novitiate for several years.

The novices dress ‘the same as the
nuns, except that they have no cross
at their neck; and no keys hanging
“at their side.’ .

My mother was very ill at this
time with consumption, and if T be-
came 3 OUN 1 conld not'go to see her,
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or atteind her funeral,  so I delayed.
taking the final vows. .
We had,in_the convent,a o 'rying
Infant Jesus,” that made - a good deal
of money for us.  The pope sent it
“from Rome. It was .as’large as a
baby, and lay, in a beautiful crib with -
candles lighted around it, just. before
"the altar. . .\njone whe would go and .
pray before it and: put money. into
the box, would get a plenarv indul-
gence. There wasaspringon. the in- -
side, and back of the altar, behind a
“curtain, was stati()!lc('l a boy, who
could see out, but could not be seeir.
When anyone came and did not put
‘any money in the box, he wouldpull
the spring, and it would cry just like
a child. .Then the¢ people would ve-
turn and leave money.
~ We were told never to look at or
. smile at the priests, or do an)rtllixlg to
to tempt them, hecause it was said
that if anyone were intimate with a




“priest, that when they died a tx(-v
would grow up out of their body, a
\\'oepnur-nl}ow froin which water
would drop continually, meaning
that they were w ceping in- hell for

told, how 2 serpent came and wound
about the coftin, and could not le

it, then it weit away with flames of
fire escaping from’ its- ‘mouth.  The

,|nuu-~1 ants, or be married by a minis-
ter. If they did they would -turn
“black after they were dead. T think
- that Mr. Dewey and some of the

why they were married by a ])I‘lc\t
a retreat for a week. T he) make a

g«-neml confession and fast and pray
and modltato. and do ot t’xlk at all,

‘\LM()\T A NL. N: 1.

their erime.  Ov another case was '

driven away or killed until the priest.
. came and ~p1inkk-’d holy water upu’"n o

unl~ there were told nweyer to. ‘marry’

other protestants must have heard
and believed this \l()l\, and’ that is

h\cr\ three months the nuns have:

Ve e b
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except half an hour in the evening.
The bishop led it, and he would ex-
hort us to .make full confessions, and
he would tell us of a nun, whom

everyone thought was a saint. She
- died, and the sisters were around her

coftin praying, not for her, but to her,
for her to intercede for them. And
she arose with flames of fire coming
out of her mouth, and said, “do . not
pray to me, my sisters, [ am damned
for all eternity, for a sin of impurity.,

I hid in- confession, when I was a.
girk”  And she went out in a flame -

of fire.

- Before taking communion, we had to

fast from mid-night. - Nothing niust
enter our mouths, not’even a pin..

The bishop has a great deal of -
“power. Ile came (o visitthe convent

the day bcfore ‘Christmas, and that ‘s
a fast day. They had fish on the

" table, and he asked if they had . noth-

ing better than that, and the mother
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superior said yes, they had several
‘turkeys cooked, but it was a fast day.
He said, “did not our Saviour turn
water to wine, and do not 1 change,
the host into the body of our Sav-

_jour?” They put the twrkey before

him; he made ‘the sign of the cross
over it, making a little prayer ‘in

Tatin, and said it was a fish. This ..

same bishop, Bourget, was sick, and
they sdid that his lungs were gone,
and that it was a miracle "that he

lived, and the Virgin Mary appeared -
to him every day to _comfort him.

The people sent their prayer, books

and beads and relics to him to be

blessed; and they had.to pay him a

ters vere talking about him onc day,
wlien sister Ann, a lay nun, (one that

does general work) said that if we

could see the tray of food that was
brought into his room  three times &

day, we would notbelieve that he was .

_ great deal of money for it.. ‘The sis- -
/
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“kept alive by the angels. -

It was this same sister Ann that
told us that sister Kugene did not
have inflammatory rheumatism, nor

did 1ot go to Kurope, but was about "
Cto become amother. This sister was

very un]mppy and a(]vwed us, the

1o vu-es, never to become nimns, She

said that she had broken her mothel 8
heart when she became a nun. She

- told us that she had been. a nrother
three times, and had- seen her little.

ones sirangled before her.  When
they were being baptised, as the
* priest sprinkled them, the nun who
held them, held their noses and they
died. Then thoy were put into ‘the
_cellar and hme was bpnnkled over
-them.

The superu)l had a glcat deal of
trouble to train her servant girls to

suit her.” One Irish girl sent in the -
" vegetables when they  were not

cooked “sufticiently. - The superior

R ey
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ALMOST A NUN. 19.

went to thekit.cixén, and told her,that
in the future she must taste cvery-
thing before sending it to the table.
The next day there ‘were several
priests}therc for dinner. When the
covers were taken oft, there was a
bite out of every potato, and out of
every piece of pie. When she was
_ called up she said, “Shure mum, ‘ye
"told inie to taste everything, and’ I
did.” - I
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CHAPTER IIIL.

\

{COMING TO THE LIGHT.

: HE night before a nun feceives
1 the black veil, her hair is:

shaved off and something is

- put on her head so that the hair will

néver grow again. This is so that if
she ever escapes, everyone will know

* that ghe isanun. Thenext morning
she is dressed in her habit, with the

cross on her breast and a bunch of
keys -at her belt, and over this, she is
dressed in white, like a bridé, with a
veil and wreath of orange blossoms.
The bishop marriés her with a ring .
to ‘Christ.- Then he gives her her -
name, that of sore saint. They have .
a coftin there, and after shie ismarr led
they - take off the white, while.all
chant the Libera, a cantlgle for the

- dead, and the bishop 'puts on the.
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black veil. “Her hair is brought up,
and she has to step’ on it to sliow
tirat she dispises the world. Then she
must lie down in the coffin, to show

" that she is dead to the world, and all

its pleasures. Four priests carry the -

coftin, and all of the nuns follow in

procession,chanting, to the Novitiate, -

‘her future home. She must take three
vows, with her hands on the Bible,—
poverty, chastity, obedience. Pov-
erty; she can call nothing her own.
If her parents or friends give her
money she must hand it all over.

Chastity; not: to look at any man,(the )

priests are not men). ()bed;ence, to
obey the priest and. mother bupenor
in all things.

T had not taken these hnahows on

account of my mother’s illness. - Be-
fore she died my father attended the
meetings held by Rev. Mr. Chiniquy,

and under- his preaching was convert- -

_ed, and joined the Methodist Chnrch.

-,
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‘Before he way .coﬁvertc«] he used to ‘,,
have a Spree on every vourt day, but. - ",

after he wag converted he did not
touch liquor o¢ all, and (jq not use

+ profane l:lngunge, and my mother no-

~ ticed the change, for he was kinder
than usnal to pey., . But ‘the priest
made her leaye him, an( g0 went to

- the Grey N unnery whepe my  sister
Wasa griy nun, anq she died there
ofie year Jatep., - _

- After My mother’s fupepq) I was
taken sick wit}, brain fever, cauged by
Worry over my father’y ‘conversion,
and sorroy over my mother's death,

-and study, No the doctor ordered a
change of iy There were two of the
arders who were going to. North
Hampton, Mass.for g Visit, and it wag
arranged that | gligyq 80 that far
with them, and fron, there go on g0 °
© visit my sister, v, ¢had none of 4
.ever been to thi eountry before, Thg
,other‘girlé Wwere going to visit relatives
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and friends in North H.tmpton and |
,Vlslted with them for six wecks, We
had promised that the first Saturday
we were away, we would go to con-
fession.  No accordingly, on Naturday
we went to the church. . Jt was a
small phm wooden building, notat all
like what wehad-been used to seeing.
There was no one in the church, so
we went to the priest’s house to ask
for him. The house- keeper said that
he was hoeing in the garden and foru.\
to-go back info the church and she
would send.him to us. We went back
and in a few minutes a little hald-
headed, red nosed man came in. Ile
‘put on the stole and cassock and sat
down_in the eonfessional.  We did
not go near him because he was not
dressed like a priest, and they had
told us in Canada that in this wicked
country, the. protestants’ would "go
into the churches and hear the confes-
sions, so we were afraid to go to him.

s nendrl T e e 2ARE “M"‘b"‘y‘"“ﬁq‘if}":‘“
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2. ALMOST A NUN.

So we went home and left him theie.
The next day, Sunday, we all went
to mass and sat together, and we saw

that it wax really the priest  that we -
- had seen the day before, with the red

nose. As soon as mass was over, he
came down and shook hands, saying
that he knew we were strangers, and
asking where we name from. We
told him that we were from Montreal,

and told why we did not go to con-’
fession, that we thought he was a

heretic.  He said that-he did not

"wonder that we were disappointed,

but if he were to wear a long gown
as they did in Montreal, -the protes-
tants would hoot at him. We told

“him that thechurch was very dirty,so

he had women to come and clean 'it,
and had it whitewashed, and ‘would
no longer allow the men to spit on

. the floor but had spittoons brought

in. Then he got some gilt paper and

~ fixed up the altar, and put some sta-
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tues on it, and it wasquite a different =~
looking church when we left. Then i
they started a Sunday School also.
After six weeks the girls went
home, and I came on to visit my sis--
ter. 1 expected to return, as soon as
I got better, and take the final vows,
but my sister and the priest wanted
nie to stay here. ‘The priest said that
this was 2 more wickeéd place than
Canada, and if T stayed here and
worked T would have a greater re- | _
ward. Then too, they were not so- ‘
strict here as in Montreal, I could be e
near my sister, so I was glad to stay.
They did not have -any convent
here wheu 1 eame,butsoon afterward
the privét,\v:inteil to build one. After
I had restéd about'two months, the
priest started a parochial school, and
I was the teacher. T also had a class -
in Sunday School, and I prepaved the
children for their first communion,
and made the wafer gods.” Before 1
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came they used to buy the wafer
" gods in artford, anq dt cost them

quite a sum of money, hut [ had
learned to make them iy, the convent,
S0 we made them, the Priest’s house-

‘keepc_r and I, | worked so hard that -

my head began to trouble me again,
and the doctor saig that T mys stop

. teaching,-.or I woylq have brain fev-

eragain. 'Sy the Priest got me a’

Pplace in an American family, doing

~ housework. - The priest told me that
- they were all infidels in his family,

and it would be my mission to ‘have
them converteq .t the only true
church. 'S¢ when [ wasout walking
one day with the little girl, whose
nime was the Same a8 mine—Grace

—-I took hef to the church and had
her baptised by the priest. | t is said

*. that if anyone jg baptised Ly 3 priest

they will eventually become catholics
even if they are brought up by prot-

estants. So the priest christened her. -

3
‘
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When she came home \]l(a. told her

mother that the man with the pretty .

white dress, did some funny things
on her head, but she liked him be-
cause he gave her some candy.
“Whena priest christens anyone he
sprinkles them with holy water,
. makes the sign of the cross on' their
" “’forehead, with holy oil, and the sign

of the c¢ross on their ear s, eyes, nose -

and hands, and to babies on their feet
also. Then he puts salt in their
mouths. to drive the devilont.  Thus
“all of the senses are anointed. -
While T was with this family, the
first Sunday in November, the law yer
said that he would harness up andwe

would all go to Vespers. I was ver y

much pleased, I thought that my
prayers were being anewered,and that
they were all being converted. After
Vespers, the priest took them all
around to see the church. That eve-
" ning the lawyer came to the kitchen
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and asked me wh ¥ the church was all
draped in black. L.told him that the
month of November wag dedicated to
" the souls in purgatory, for praying
and, masses. Ile wanted to know
what purgatory was.  Itold him that
when people died they werenot pure
enough to get to Ieaven ‘and that
s purgatory was the same as hell, a
burning fire, but that there was some
hope of getting out.  Ile wanted to |
know how they got out of purgatory,’
and I told’him it was by praying and
fasting, and ‘having the priest say
masses. . Then he wanted (o know
how m}my masses it took but I eould
not-tell him that, for I haq been pay-
Jing all the money I could earn to the -
“priest to get my mother out of purga-
- tory, and had not, vet :iccmn‘p]ishe«l .
i, so | said, “().‘Vl. I have not time to
talk about religion.”  J[o said, “If 1
SaW vou lying in a five and wouldn’t
take you-out until Yyour friends should

'
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give me money, what would you
think about it?” I told him that I
thought that he would.be as bad as
the devil, and he said he agreed with
“me. Then he said, if they can get
people out of purgatory and will not
“do-it unless they are paid money,
then they aredevils. That same eve.-
ning T went.to the priest, and told
‘him aboutitand asked him to explain
to me about purgatory, or ' else vgi'v‘c

me bboks‘ that I might let the lawyer ~
read,that would explain all. His face

got very red, and he exclaimed,
“Grace, you must leave dat house,dat
is von bad house.” And it was he
wha got me the place.

I‘tol{l him that T would not Jeave

- that house, that it was not a bad .
house. They never meddled with my :

- soul or my religion. They were very
good to me, buying tish on fast, days
" that T might not break any vows.
The next day I wrote to the mother

n s e,
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“supertor-of the convent whee I had

been in Montreal, and told her that T
was Iliving in a protestant family,and
wished to conyert themy but could
not’explain about. |n||l'f_::t1m‘y, and -1

. asked her to send me looks that ]“
“might understand about it. .\l the

satisfaction | got was a letter telling
me to come home, that this was a
wickozlcmmtry. and that I would
lose my soul.  Then I began to read
all the papers that I could get, tofind

something to explain aboutpurgatory. -
The lawyer took the New York Wit- -

ness, and it contained -sermons’ by

tev. Fr. O'Connor to” Archbishop
Gibbons. I read these and they hel-

ped me very much.

I kept woing to, mass mid teaching
Sunday School just the same, but I
was losing faith in it, for-1 could
not heliove things  that they conld
not cxirl:lin. ) . :

I'was treasurer of the Children of

i
7
%




.

"ALMOST A \'l'\' , 5.1 s
Mary, and one day | went to the sac-
risty to pay the priest some money.
ITe had been drinking and tried to in-
sult. me. 1 slapped hinr in the face
and that was the fast. time I ever

went to that church. " 1 did not go

anywhere -but stayed at home and
read on Sundays.

- There was a pmt,ext.mt family liv-

ing up stairs, : and they had an organ.
On Sundays they would play and
sing hymus; one of the girls, séeing

- that T was fond of music, invited me,

“one Sunday evening, to go w ith her
-where I could hear alot of music, 1
asked herf it was at a church, but
she said-no, at a hall.  So I puton a
thick veil, so that the epthohes would
not know me, and went with her.
The Baptist. churelr had been burned
‘some time before and they were then

holding 'cr\'i( o8 LA h'lll, and it was

to one “of their \und‘n Nhonl con-
certs that I went.

P P SORET AR - |
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Toward the last of the meeting 2 .

gentleman in the back seat arose,and

‘spoke:  WHen he began to_speak, I

started because his voice soanded like
my father’s. 1 asked a lady beside
me, who he was, she said he was the
minister. When they had read the
Bible and prayed, I had put my fing-
ersin my ears,because. although I had

left the Catholic church here, 1 still -
" thought that it was the only true

chiirch. But when this minister be-
gan to talk, T listened to all that he
said, and when T got home that night
I offered my-first real prayer to (%od.

By the next day the newsthat I had

been ‘to a protestant church, had .
-spread allover town. The priest cal-~

led with my sister, and he wanted me
to promise that T would not go any
more, but T would not promise.

continued to go to' the protestaht
church in the evenings, when it was

" dark. T also went to prayer meetings:

FER etrt) Lo
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"The priest said that if T would go
to the Episcopal church it would not
be so bad, for there was only apaper
wall between it and the Catholic,but
the Baptist church was a viper's
nest. ButI had been ‘to the Episco-
pal church two or three times, and I
did not like it because it was so much
like the Catholic. - T

1 continued going regularly to the

protestant services, and after a time I
was baptised and joined the Baptist
church. . .

Iﬁ’:.:'::.:j -
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AFTER YEARS.

£ rFTER a little while the Con-
o ) H gregational minister came to
" me, and asked me if I knew

7 , of anyonc who had been 2 Catholic
* and had turned, who would come here
and preach to the Catholics. I told

: - himof Fr. Chiniquy, under whose
‘ preaching my father had been con-
verted. The ministers of the differ-
ent protestant churches united and
asked me if I would write arjd ask
him to come. : ‘ o
I did so, and in a few days I recel-

. " ved an answer saying that he would
- come, and sendinga package of papers

3 . to be distributed in the meantime.

o ~ In about a week he came, and then
: " no one could be found .who would
P " take him to board. At last Mr. A.
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a member of the Baptist church tonk’
him. Ile held services in the hall

every evening,and the catholics went

to the house to se¢ him. The cath-
olics beecame greatly stirred up, and

at last, in their rage, burned Mr. A's.
barn which was full of hay and a lot
of grain. - . S

" .. One evening Mr. Chiniquy, had in-
vited all to come and sec what power
the god of Rome had. The hall was
- erowded.  The priest had told them
that God would strike him dead. e
said once a priest always a priest, and
proéeeded to consecrate the wafer.
Then he ground it up in his hands
and hitting his hands together scat-
tered it on the ftoor.” ~ “Now -what

Of coures they were very much as-
 tonished, and that .ui(;ht. there . were
" ten that wanted to leave the Catholic
church, and Fr. Chiniquy gent in re-
signations to the priest for all who
signified a desire to leave. e was

‘ower has your wafer god,” he asked.
I S Y g .
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here about ten days and during that
time twenty-five of the French came
out. Then he went to Webster and
Worcester to preach. *About a year
afterwards he came again, and about -
‘ove hundred of the Frénch came out.

.,_Then .when he went away he sent
- missionaries and they - continued to
hold French meetings.  After I_join-
ed the Baptist church the Catholics
began to persecute me. .One night
when I was going to meeting some
one threw a stone and hit me on the
leg, and there is a scar therce to-this
day. One day I met the priest, and
he tricd in every way to get me hack.
He coaxed, he threatened and finally
he told me to name'a price and get
. out. of town, and when 1 WOl(ld' h
not be bought over, he said that he
would make it so hot for me, that 1
would be glad to leave. But I am

- still-here, and he haslongsince gone.

2
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They continued to persecute me
in various ways. They stoned me,
they hooted at me on the strects, and

everything that was doue in town, -

any fire set, any mischief of any kind
committed, it was all blamed upon
me. Of course it was very unpleas-
ant, but T'managed to endure it with
3od’s help. But what hurt me the

most of all was that after a while my’

sister went away to Meriden to be
housckeeper for a priest, and she was
taken sick there. -When she wasdy-
ing she kept calling for'me, but they
would not send me word, apd T did
not know a thing about it until” after
she was dead and burried. Some of

my friends here advised me to go_to~

alawyer, and compel the priest to

_give me her things, but after thinking

it over I ('.On(‘.ll‘l(lc(l to et matters be
I was the first French convert to be
baptised, and when I was baptised,

—— B ———————— ——— -
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Mr. A. arose and said before all the
people that as-long as he and his wife

lived T should never want a home-~*

They were Baptists and some’thought

_ thatiit was said for effect, but in all
" the years' that hafe passed, and

throwrh all the trouble that I have
had, they have been true to their pro-
mise. . A good many were baptised
afterwards, one was a missionary -for

several years, and his wife was also
baptised. She had been a very strong

Catholic, e_ducsltte'du in a convent in
Montreal. Another is now a Baptist
minister in Lowell. One old lady

came out of the ‘water singing the

“Sweet By and By,” and the Catho-
lics stood by and threw dogs into the
river. Another old lady. was bap-

. tised who conld not nful or write

and was seventy yems old.

The priest said that they were all
nothing but rotten branches that he
had thrown ovér the fence. But

¥
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."when any of these same rotten bran-
- ches are sick, they come hurrying

around to try and win them over to

. the Catholic faith.

I have never been sorry that T
came out of the -Catholic church but
I am glad that God in His mercy did
not let me know before hand all that

it has cost me, and_this I lknow.ds.

true, *If God be for us, we need not
fear wlnt man can do to us.”
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