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NEWFOUNDLAND.

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO THE

CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF THE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

(In eontinwntion of [C—8867] My 1898.)

No. 1. ,
Govervor Sik H. 1. MURRAY to Me. CHAMBERLAIN.
{Received August 30, 1898.)

[Answered by No. 2.]

Government House, St. John’s,
SIr, August 19, 1898,
I mave the honour to forward to you herewith two petitions addressed to Her
Majesty the Queen in Council bearing on the respective subjects of :—
1.) My resignation of the Governorsh1p being reconsidered. :
2.) The disallowance of the Railway Act passed at the last session of the
Legislature.
The petitions were formula.ted and signed at a public meeting held in St. John’s on the
17th mst'mt
I have, &e.,
H. MURRAY

Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.

: : St. John's, Newfoundland,
SIr, August 18th, 1898.

I have the honour to enclose herewith a petition* from the citizens of St. John 8
addressed to Her Majesty the Queen in Council, and - relating -to the appointment of a
Governor of this Colony, and would request you to be good enough to. forwmd the sane
to the Colonial Office at the first opportunity.  * :

As the matter is a pressing one, it has been deemed advisable to forward th‘e petmon
as soon as possible ; but if more time were at our disposal there is no doubt that an
immense number of swnatures ‘would be obtained. o
I have, &c., -~ ~

A.le C. BERTEAU

Secreta.ry to meeting held Bntlsh Hall August llth 1898
His Etcellency ‘ _
Sir H. H. Murray, K. C B

Governor

G * Similar petmons from Pouch Cove and P111ey s Island were subsequently forwarded by the"“ ‘)
overnor, L ‘ SRR
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To Hrr Most Gracious MasesTY THE QUEEN 1IN COUNCIL.

The Humble Petition of the undersigned citizens of Saint John’s, Newfoundland,
Most respectfully sheweth,

That your petitioners are desirous of approaching Your Majesty upon a question
which your petitioners regard as being of vital importance to the future of the ancient
and loyal Colony of Newfoundland.

The recent announcement of the intended resignation by Sir Herbert Murray of the
office of Governor of Newfoundland has caused widespread anxiety for the welfare of this
Colony, which at the present moment has reached a critical point in its history.

An extraordinary and, your petitioners believe, dangerous experiment has recently
been tried here. The whole railway system, docks, telegraphs, and steam service of the
Colony, together with large areas of public lands, have been handed over by the Govern-
ment to a private contractor. .This transfer was accomplished without submitting the
question to the electorate for approval or rejection. It was done almost without con-
sideration in the Legislature, and was passed through that body with indecent haste. At
that moment but one voice could effectually be raised against the proposed sacrifice—that
of Sir Herbert Murray—and the firm stand which he took in the matter is already upon
record. The result of that experiment is yet to be known, and your petitioners, in
common with the vast majority of the people of this Colony, feel that while Sir Herbert
Muwrray continues to hold the office of Governor all attempts to encroach upon the liberties
and rights of the people of Newfoundland will meet with determined opposition from
his Iixcellency.

Sir Herbert’s great experience of administration previous to his arrival here enabled
him to obtain, in a surprisingly short time, an intimate knowledge of our local conditions
and requirements, and during the period of his stay amongst us the extent of that know-
ledge has been continually manifested to our advantage.

Recent events have shown that contingencies may arise in which the welfare of the
Colony might largely depend upon the presence, at the head of affairs, of a strong capable
administrator, whose integrity and honesty of purpose have won for him the respect of
the whole community.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that his Excellency Sir Herbert Murray may
be requested to reconsider his decision and to give the Colony the benefit of his services
at ieast until the expiry of the usual term of a Colonial Governorship, and, if possible, for
a longer period.

And as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray, &e., &e., &e.

Epwarn M. ARrRcHIBALD,
Daxer M. Hocax,
&e., &e., &e.

August 17, 1898,

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.

St. John'’s, Newfoundland.
Sz, August 18th, 1898.
Ar a public meeting held last evening in the British Hall, a petition* was adopted
and largely signed, relating to the recent Railway Contract Act, and I have the honour,
as Secretary of that meeting, to enclose the said petition, and to request that you will be
good enough to forward it to the Secretary of State at the earliest opportunity. .
Copies of the petition are being sent to the out ports, and we expect that they will
be largely signed. When the copies are returned they will be forwarded at once.
I have, &c., =
A. 1E C. BERTEAU,
Hon. Secretary.

-

His Excellency :
Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B.,
Governor.

* Similar petitions from Pouch Cove, Pilley’s Island, Scilly Cove, old Perlicah, Western Bay,
Portugal Cove, Ochre Pit Cove, Musgrave Harbour, Port de Grave, Torbay and District of Trinity .
were subsequently forwarded by the Governor. ‘ : x N
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To Her Most Gracrous Mayesty THE QUEEN IN CoUNCIL.

The Petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the Island of Newfoundland,
most respectfully sheweth,

That in the month of October Eighteen hundred and ninty-seven a general election
took place in Newfoundland, which resulted in the return of the present Government
Party, led by Sir James Winter. During the campaign preceding that election Sir James
Winter’s party relied chiefly for securing the support of the electorate upon denuneciation
of the land and other concessions made by the late Government.in the year 1893 -to
Mr. R. G. Reid, a railway contractor. The return of Sir James Winter’s party to power
must be largely attributed to their attitude upon this question.

One of the first acts of the new Government was the introduction into the House of
Assembly of a bill entitled ¢ A Bill relating to the Operation of the Railway and other
matters,” whereby the railways, docks, telegraphs, and steam service of the entire Colony
were transferred to the same Mr. R. G. Reid,accompanied by new and liberal grants of
public land.

Notwithstanding the fact that under the contract made in 1893 between the
Newfoundland Government and Mr. R. G. Reid, the latter was bound to operate the
railway withous further compensation, until the year 1903, this gigantic scheme was
hastily introduced into the legislature and passed through the House of Assembly in all
its stages in half an hour. No opportunity was given for adequate consideration or
d’" assion of such an important measure.

The extraordinary haste with which the Bill was rushed through the Legislature
prevented the constituencies from learning that such a sweeping transter of the %olony’s
assets was even contemplated, much less accomplished, by the members of that very party
who a few short months before had been so loud in denouncing the far milder concessions.
of their predecessors. Owing to the fact that the population of Newfoundland is scattered
over an extensive sea-board, with comparatively few opportunities for communication with
the capital, it is only at the present time that the outlying districts are becoming aware
of what has been done in this matter by their representatives in the House.

In the light of that knowledge so recently acquired, your petitioners desire most
respectfully to protest against the ratification of this improvident and extraordinary Bill.

And your petitioners humbly pray that Your Majesty may be graciously pleased to
disallow the Bill “ Relating to the Operation of the Railway and other matters,” until its
proposals shall have been submitted to the constituencies at a general election.

And as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray &e., &e., &c. ‘

’ Epwarp M. ARCHIBALD,
Daxter M. Hocax,
\ &e., &e., &e.
August 17, 1898.

No. 2.
~ Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Govervor Siz H. H. MURRAY.

SIR, Downing Street, September 2, 1898. .
I navE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 19th ultimo,*
covering two petitions to Her Majesty the Queen on the subject of your resignation
of the Governorship of Newfoundland, and of the Railway Bill passed at' the: last
session of the Legislature, both of which have been duly laid at the foot of the Throne. ..
With regard to the first of these petitions, I would refer you to iny despatch of the
31st ultimo,%'.l and as to the second, to my despatch of the 23rd March last,{ to which
I have nothing to add. : C e
‘ ‘ I have, &e.,

3. CHAMBERLAIN. ©

i

* No. 1. : S S ' ‘ a : B ) L R o B

T (Not printed) : The despaich eulogised the services of Sir H. H. Murray and.regretted that the .~
petition could not be granted, as other arrangements had been made. ' T

t No. 26 in [C. 8867]. ST AR ‘ '
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No. 3.
GovirNor Sik H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received September 12, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 4.]

Government House, St. John’s,

SIR, August 30, 1898.

Witn reference to my despatch of the 19th instant,* I have the honour to
forward herewith to you two petitions, from Spaniard’s Bay and Bay Roberts, in
Conception Bay, on the subject of my remaining here, and in connection with the
Railway Act passed at the last session of the Legislature.

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No. 3.

Sir, St. John’s, Newfoundland, August 29, 1898.

REFERRING to my previous letter of the 18th instant, I have the honour to
enclose a copy of the petition§ relating to the appointment of a Governor of this Colony,
which has been largely signed in Bay Roberts and Spaniard’s Bay, and to request that
the signatures may be forwarded to the Colonial Office.

I have, &c.,
A. 1LE C. BErTEAU,
p.p. C. O'N. C.
His Excellency
Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B,,

Governor.

Enclosure 2 in No. 3.

Sir, St. John’s, Newfoundland, August 29, 1898.
REFERRING to my previous letter of the 18th instant, T have the honour to enclose
a copy of the petition] relating to the recent railway Contract Act, which has been
largely signed in Spaniard’s Bay and Bay Roberts, and to request that the signatures
may be forwarded to the Colonial Office. :
I have, &c.,

A. 1 C. BERTEAU,
p.p- C. ON. C.
His Excellency
Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B,,

Governor. :

. ‘
[The petition is identic with that in Enclosure 2 in No. 1, except paragraph 4, which
runs as follows] :—
“ The extraordinary haste with which the Railway Bill was rushed through the

Legislature prevented the constituencies from learning that such a sweeping transfer of
the Colony’s assets was even contemplated, much less accomplished, by the members of - -

that very party who a few short months before had been so loud in denouncing the far
milder concessions of their predecessors. And it is only since the publication of the |
correspondence relative to the Railway Contract that the people had an opportunity of

understanding on what grounds and by what means the Contract received the temporary - -

assent of His Excellency the Governor. And owing to the fact that the population of

Newfoundland is scattered over an' extensive sea-board with comparatively tew oppor- -

tunities for communication with the capital, it is only at the present time that the -
outlying districts are becoming aware of what has been done in this matter.” - :

* No. 1. t Identic with that in Enclosure 1 .in No, 1 Lo
1 Three similar petitions from Harbour Grace and neighbourhood were subsequently forwarded .
by the Governor, ‘ ;
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No. 4.
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Goveryor Sir H. H. MURRAY.

SIR, Downing Street, September 16, 1898.

I nave the honour to acknowledgé the receipt of your despatch of the 30th
ultimo,* covering two petitions from Spaniard’s Bay and Bay Roberts, regarding,
respectively, your tenure of office and the Railway Act, both of which have been duly
laid at the foot of the Throne.

I have, &c.,

J. CHAMBERI.AIN.

No. 5.
Govervor Sir H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received September 23, 1898.)
[Answered in terms similar to No. +.]

SIR, Government House, St. John's, September 14, 1898.

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you, in continuation of my despatch of the
Gth instant,{ petitions from Torbay,} St. Lawrence} and Upper Island Cove, against the
Railway Contract, 1898, and with reference to my retention of the Governorship of the
Colony, from Torbay§ and St. Lawrence.§

2. It will be observed that in the petition from Upper Island Cove, reconsideration
of the Railway Contract Bill is urged on the ground that in the printed correspondence
with the Secretary of State on the subject my Executive Council urged that as the
altimate power of the Crown of disallowing the Act protected all interests, their conduct
of legislation should not be interrupted in its intermediate stages.

3. This view of the matter thus expressed by my Ministers will be found in
E:Tarliamentary Paper C-8867 of 1898, Page 3, No. 7, and at Page 20, Enclosure 2, in
No. 21. :

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

Enclosure in No. 3.

_ . [The petition from Upper Island Cove respecting the Railway is identic with that in
Enclosure 2 in No. 1, with the addition of the following paragraphs] :—

“ Your petitioners have lately had an opportunity of perusing the correspondence
between the Secretarﬁ of State for the Colonies and His Excellency the Governor,
relative to the said Railway Bill, and observe that the Executive Council urged the
Royal Assent being immediately given to the Bill on the grounds that the measure could
be disallowed hereafter if found unjust or inexpedient.” |

“ Your petitioners respectfully beg to ,pointfoult that nothing has occurred since the
date of the Minute of Qouncﬂgaskmg for the Royal Assent to alter the relative position of

the parties, and no expenditures have been undertaken by the Contractor not referable to |
pre existing contracts except to a - véry limited extent, and - the amount of which is easily

eapable of exact ascertdinment.” . -

* No. 3. S ‘ - : + Not pri ) A :
. o o y printed : Despatch forwarding petitions. -
1 Identic wlth that in Enclosure 2 inNo.1. = - § Identic with that in Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
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No. 6.
GoveEryor Sk H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received September 30, 1898.)
[Answered in terms similar to No. 4.]

) Government House, St. John's,
SIR, September 19, 1898.
IN continvation of my despatch of the 14th instant,* 1 have the honour to forward
herewith to you three petitions§ against the Railway Contract, 1898, from :—
(1.) Outer Cove and Middle Cove (St. John’s East).
(2.) Logy Bay (St. John’s East).
(3.) St. Mary’s (Placentia and St. Mary's).

In forwarding these memorials I have to observe that the Colony now seems to be
wuaking up to the impolicy of the Railway Act. Until the printed correspondence had
heen received at the out-ports, the question appears to have received but little considera-
tion, and the lateness of the date, 19th July, to which the publication of your despatch,
No. 18 of the 23rd March last, was postponed, has produced a feeling prejudicial to the
Ministry. If an appeal was now made to the electors generally, it is, in my opinion,
probable that most of those who voted for the Contract would lose their seats ; in
St. John’s such would certuinly be the case, popular as the men were who headed the poll
in the East and West Districts at the last General Election.

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

Enclosure in No. 6.

SIx, St. John’s, Newfoundland, September 17, 1898.

I nave the honour to acknowledge your Excellency’s communication of the
12th instant and the despatch of 2nd September enclosed therein, and to express to your
Excellency the deep regret with which the petitioners learn that your Excellency’s
departure is inevitable.

With regard to the latter part of the despatch of 2nd September, the prior despatch
of 23rd March, therein referred to, has lately been made public, and its tenour is known
to the signatories of the petition relating to the Railway Contract Act, 1898.

In this connection I beg to enclose petitionst from Outer Cove, Middle Cove, and
Logy Bay (St. John’s East), and St. Mary’s (Placentia and St. Mary’s), and to request
that they may be forwarded to the Colonial Office.

I have, &e.,
A. 1LE C. BERTEAU,
p.p- C. O'N. C.
His Iixcellency <
Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B.,

(iovernor.

No. 7.
Govervor Siz H. H. MURRAY to Mx. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received September 30, 1898.)
[Answered in terms similar to No. 4] -

Sin, Government House, St. John’s, September 20, 1898.
I nAve the honour to forward to you herewith, at the request of Dr. Tait,. .-
24 Petitions as set forth in the accompanying copy of that gentleman’s letter of this .

date. :
I have, &e., |
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

* No. 5. t Identic with that in Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
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Enclosure in No. 7.

1]

To His ExcerLLEncy THE GOVERNOX.

St. John’s, September 20, 1898.
May it please Your Excellency :—
1 HAVE the honour to forward to you petitions from several places, as follows :—
10 petitions from people of Twillingate.
1 ’ ” Burgeo and La Poile, asking for your retention
as Governor : also, : : :
8 petitions from people of Twillingate.
4 ” » Fogo. .
l ” ’ St. John’s East, against the Railway deal, all of
which I am instructed to ask you to be so kind as to transmit to the
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
I have, &c.,
J. Sixcramr Tarr.
Secretary of Committee of Members of the Liberal Party.

To the Right Honourable HER MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
THE COLONIES.

The Memorial* of the undersigned humbly sheweth,

That your memorialists, electors of the District of Twillingate, have heard with
regret that His Excellency the Governor of this Colony, Sir Herbert Harley Murray,
K.C.B., has tendered his resignation to Her Majesty’s Government. ‘

~ We assume that His Excellency has been moved to this course of action by reason
of the views that he entertains and has deemed desirable to convey to Her Majesty's
Government, respecting the transfer of the Railway and other assets of the Colony to one
R. G. Reid, which views are not in accord with those entertained by his Executive.

We have recently had an opportunity to peruse the correspondence relative to the
sale of the Railway and other assets and we are in perfect accord with the protests that
have been made against the said sale.

We desire to declare our approval of the attitude taken by His Excellency the
Governor in relation to the matter, being of opinion that the extraordinary nature of the
transaction entirely justified His Excellency’s despatches, and we regret exceedingly that
the Bill covering the transfer aforesaid was not reserved for Her Majesty’s approval
until the people of this Colony were afforded an opportunity to express their views in
relation thereto. '

Your memorialists believe that the interests of the Colony will be best conserved by
the continued presence of His Excellency Sir Herbert Murray at the head of the Executive
Government, and they most respectfully pray that Her Majesty’s Government will request
the re-consideration by His Iixcellency of his resignation and urge His Excellency's
retention of office for a further term. ‘

And as in duty bound, your memorialists will ever pray. :

GEORGE STEWART,
Duncax Parsoss,
&e., &e., &e.

[Nore.—The other nine petivions were in identic terms. ]

N\

* (From Burgeo and La Poile.)
To the Right Honourable JosepH CHaMBERLAIN, M.P., &e., &c.,
Her MaJESTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY oF STATE FOR THE CoroniEs. _
The Petition} of the undersigned‘inhab\ita;ﬁts‘bf Newfoﬁndland hunfbly sheweth, - “

That your petitioners have learned ‘with profound regret of the approaching retire-

‘ment of his Excellency Sir Herbert Murray from the office of Governor of this island. '

forwarded by the Governor. - S
1 Four similar petitions from Harbour Grace and neighbouraood  wers subsequently forwarded

* Similar petitions from Twillingate (North-West Arm) and Bay"St. Gaorge were:s'l:lbééqlie_ﬁtl‘y‘ .

by the Governor.




-8

The present is a time of most critical anxiety in the Colony’s history,—one which
demands in the respensible position of Governor a man who is honest of purpose, inde-
pendent of judgment, and trusted by all classes of the people.

His Excellency’s intimate knowledge of every political, social, and commercial
institution of the Colony, obtained by a close study of our local conditions since the date
of his first arrival as Relief Commissioner in 1893, renders him peculiarly fitted for the
office which he holds.

In the acquirement of this knowlenge His Excellency must have been considerably
aided by his experience in the Civil Service of the mother-country. This experience is
in itself a sufficient guarantee of His Excellency's capacity to deal with questions at
the present time arising in this Colony, for whose determination a strong and capable
administrator is needed.

As the jealous guardian of constitutional rights, and the steadfast protector of public
interests, His Excellency has won the most widespread confidence and the highest regard.

His courage, probity, and unswerving integrity have provoked the respect and
admiration of every creed and party, and by their high example have unquestionably
raised and strengthened the standard of public duty throughout the Colony.

Under such circumstances the retirement of His Excellency from the Governorship
of this Colony seems but little short of a public calamity, and one which your petitioners
feel bound to employ every means in their power to avert.

Your petitioners therefore respectfully pray that His Excellency may be asked to
reconsider his decision, so that not only may his term of office extend to the usual limit of
a Colonial Governorship, but that at the expiration of that period it may be renewed.

And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray, &c.

GEeo. WiNsLow, ‘
&e., &e., &e.

DisTricT OF TWILLINGATE.

To the Right Honourable HErR MasrsTY’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE
Coron1zs.

The Petition*® of the undersigned humbly sheweth,

That your petitioners are duly qualified electors of this Colony. That they
desire respectfully to protest against the ratification by Her Majesty’s Government of the
~ Bill passed by the Legislature of this Colony disposing of the Government railway and

other assets of the Colony. '

That your petitioners have refrained from any action in the premises up to this time,
believing that such extraordinary and unprecedented legislation would not receive the
approval of Her Majesty’s Government.

That your petitioners have only very recently been made aware of the attitude of
Her Majesty’s Government respecting the said Bill.

That although it appears by your despatch to His Excellency the Governor, bearing
date the 23rd of March, that His Excellency’s Ministers were requested by you to give
publicity to the views of Her Majesty’s Government in relation to the said Bill, the same
was withheld from publication until the 19th day of July.

That your petitioners avail of the earliest opportunity, after due consideration of
the whole of the correspondence relative to the transfer aforesaid, to protest against and -
condemn the conduct of which the Executive Government have been guilty, and to express
their entire approval of the protests that have been forwarded to Her Mzmjesty’s Govern-
ment against the measure. o
That your petitioners concur in the view taken by Her Majesty’s Government that -
by the transfer complained of ¢ the Colony is divested for ever of any control over or . :
power of influencing its own development, and .of any direct interest in or direct benefit =
from that development,” and they contemplate with alarm the- possible ratification of the.:’
said sale or transfer by Heg Majesty’s Government. o o .‘ S
‘ That your petitioners were in no way informed by the Government of their intention *
to make the transfer complained of, but, on the contrary, from the pronouncement of the
present Government party at the polls, they had reason to regard any concessions by them '
to R. G. Reid as impossible. : e oo s

. * Similar petitions from Jean de -Bay. (Burin), Killigrews, (Harbbur Main), &.c,Twﬂlm
District (2), Bay St. George, and Codroy Harbour were subsequently forwarded by the Governor.
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That your petitioners have been deceived, and their dearest rights have been
sacriticed by the political party at present in power in this Colony.

Your petitioners therefore pray that before the Bill complained of is finally approved
and confirmed by Her Majesty in Council, the electors of this Colony may have an
opportunity to pass upon the measure at the polls.

And as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray, &c., &ec.

JacoB MANUEL,
= Tromas CLARE,
&e., &e., - &c

[NoTe.—The petitions from Fogo and St. John’s East were in identic terms.]

No. 8.
Goveryor Sir H. H. MURRAY to Mx. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received 8.45 p.m., October 7, 1898.)
TELEGRAM.

Another large public meeting at St. Jobhn’s 4th October, convened by other
parties than those who convened first ; petition sent home by mail yesterday. But
petitioners request me to inform you what is purport of petitions by telegraph ;
petitioners denounce strongly terms of contract as ruinous to Colony and in contradiction
of promises held out at last general election ; strongly condemn mode in which Act
rushed through Legislature. As it has been adopted without the knowledge of electors
generally, and as its consequences to Colony so far reaching, they petition that Her
Majesty the Queen in Council may either disallow Act or withhold final assent until
people have voted on it. They petition me dissolve legislature for such purpose ;
deputation from petitioners informs me that similar petitions have been sent to out-ports
and expected to receive 20,000 signatures in four weeks cr five weeks, on return of
fishing population; at last general election 36,000 votes polled ; petitioners wish
telegram sent because, while they do not recognize legal liability of Colony for
expenditure of contractor previous to assent of Her Majesty to Act, they understand,
that although little expenditure has as yet taken place which is not referable to pre-
existing contract, heavy expenditure just now in contemplation under this railway
eontract. .

No. 9.
Governor Sk H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received October 11, 1898.)
[Answered in terms similar to No. 4.]

Government House, St. John's,
SR, September 29, 1898.

I mave the honour to enclose herewith for your information a copy of certain
resolutions passed at a public meeting at Twillingate, on the 26th instant, against the
ratification by Her Majesty of the Railway Contract Act, 1898. |

1 have, &c.,
H. MURRAY, -

Governor.

- Enclosure in No. 9.

- - ~ Twillingate, Septen:ber 27, 1898.
_ AT a public meeting convened gesterda,y at the request of the citizens (permission
was given to me by Francis Berteau, Esq., Stipendiary Magistrate, to call the same), the
following Resolutions were moved by the Revs. Canon Temple, R.D., and T. H. James, -
Chairman of the Methodist District, and the same to be forwarded to your Excellency.

121 | | : o | - B

SIR,
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I may say the Town Hall was well filled with the electors, representing every
denomination and political party. Resolutions passed unanimously, there being not one
dissentient voice : good order prevailed throughout the whole meeting.

In conclusion we hope that the petitions and these meetings will have the desired
effect, as the people seem unanimously opposed to said Bill.

I have, &c.,
CrarLes Georce D. MavwEe, J.P.
To His Excellency
Sir Herbert Harley Murray, K.C.B.,
&e., &e., &e.

Cory oF ResoruTions of sympathy with the action at the meetings held at St. John's
against Railway Bill and protest against the ratification of the same.

Resolution 1 of sympathy, &e. :

Moved by the Rev. Canon Temple, R.D., and seconded by Mr. Andrew Austey :—

Whereas :—We have heard that Public meetings have been held at St. John’s
and other large centres, thereby giving the Electors an opportunity of publicly pro-
testing against the “ Reid Railway Contract” and

Whereas :—\We believe that it is the duty of the full electorate of the Colony to
give expression of their views in regard to the matter in the strongest manner
possible,

Be it therefore :

Resolved :—That as electors of this District we wish to express ourselves as in
perfect accord with the action taken and sentiments expressed at those meetings for
that purpose.

Resolution 2 of Protest, &c. :
Moved by the Rev. J. H. James, Chairman of the Methodist District, seconded by
F. J. R. Stafford, Esq., M.D.:

Whercas :— We the Electors of Twillingate in the District of Twillingate have
heard with great surprise that His Excellency the Governor has been requested to
send to the Queen in Council the ¢ Reid Railway Contract ” or “Bill” for final
ratification ; and

Whereas :—We believe the said contract to be inimical and destructive to the
best interests of the inhabitants of this Colony,

Be it therefore

Resolved :—That we the Electors here assembled strongly protest against the
ratification of the aforesaid Railway Contract until the whole people shall have an
opportunity of passing their votes upon it at the polls ; and it is further ,

Resolved :—That we do hereby pledge ourselves to support His Excellency in
any legal activn that he may think proper to adopt for the disallowance of such far-
reaching, unparalleled and atrocious legislation ; and further that a copy of these
resolutions be sent to His Excellency Sir H. H. Murray, Governor, &e.

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolutions were moved and seconded by the
aforenamed gentlemen and carried unanimously at a public meeting held in the Town
Hall at Twillingate, District of Twillingate, on Monday night the 26th September,
A.D. 1898, there being upwards of 300 Klectors present.

CrarLes GEo0. D. Mavwne, J.P.

No. 10.
GoverNor Sik H. H. MURRAY to Mi. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received October 20, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

) Government House, St. John’s,
Sin, October 6, 1898. .
Wirh reference to my telegram of the 7th instant,* I have the honour to forward = :
for your information, the resolutions against the Railway Contract, 1898, which were -
adopted at a public meeting held in St. John's on the 4th instant. The meeting was .
large for a small town like St. John's, about 1,300 or 1,400 being present. -~

* No. 8.
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2. With the petition I also forward copy of a memorandum, dated 5th October,

which was left with me by a deputation who submitted the resolutions to me, and which.

was the cause of the telegram which I sent you on the 7th instant.* ‘
3. The deputation wished me also to state that petitions of the same purport as that
which I now enclose have been sent out to the out-ports, and that they expect that within

the next five or six weeks, on the return home of the population engaged on the fisheries,

fully 20,000 signatures will be appended to them. They state that 86,000 votes were
recorded in the Colony at the last general election, and that they believe a large majority
of the voters are opposed to the Contract against which the petitions are addressed. .

4. As to the last paragraph of the memorandum, I would observe that Mr. Henry
Reid left St. John’s a few days ago for England, in order to arrange for the building of
the vessels which, under the Contract, will be required for the coastal service (see
Clause 45). His arrangements will doubtless involve very considerable outlay, as the
vessels must be ready for service on the 1st April, 1900. It may be that such vessels
will, under any circumstances, be required now that the Railway touches the Bays, and
that the two vessels now in use would not be applicable to the service. I mention this as
the memorandum is silent on the subject: I brought the point, however, to the attention
of the deputation, but they held that as the vessels would probably be required, under the
circumstances they did pot attach much importsnce to it. On this point the Honourable
A. W. Harvey, who was one of the deputation, is an authority, as he is one of the largest
shareholders in the Company whose Contract expires on the 31st March, 1900.

5. I enclose a copy og
petition was adopted.

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

‘ Enclosure 1 in No. 10.

WurrrAs a Contract has been signed between the Government of this Colony and
Robert Gillespie Reid, Esq., by which our whole railway system of nearly six hundred
miles, which has just been completed at a cost to the Colony of some $13,000,000,
together with the dry dock, our entire telegraph system, our coal and other mineral
deposits. as well as several millions of acres of agricultural and timber lands, all together
comprising almost the entire valuable assets of the Colony, have been absolutely
alienated from the proprietorship of the Colony and handed over to the Contractor :

And Whereas, at the general election which took place in 1897, not only was the
subject of the said Contract not placed before the electorate for their approval, but, on the
contrarv, the much more moderate and essentially different concessions granted to
Mr. Reid under 2 then existing Contract were loudly condemned, and promises made to
the voters that these privileges should not be extended, and no further privileges of such
a nature should be granted : ‘ ' .

And Whereas no allusion was made to the said Contract in the Speech from the
Throne at the opening of the Legislature, although the subject was one of far-reaching
consequence to hte future of the country such as had never before occurred in the history
of the Colony, yet, shortly after the opening of the. Session, without any reference having

been made to the constituencies, and before the knowledge of the matter could have
reached the voters, and in direct contradiction to the promises-held out to them during
the election campaign, the said Contract was, in a most hurried and unbecoming manner,
pushed through both branches of the Legislature without due time being given for its-

consideration :

- And Whereas the said Contract, while _depriviﬁg the Colony of all its valuable -
assets, as before mentioned, makes no provision for the removal or appreciable reduction -

of the enormous: debt of nearly $20,000,000, with which the Colony is burdened, and
which debt was principally incurred in the construction-of the said railway, dock, and

telegraphs, which are now handed over to the Contractor for the insignificant sum of

about one million dollars: : L D Do
And whereas the Act embodying the Contract does not provide any adequate security
to the Colony for the performance.of the Contract by the Contractor, and the said Con-
tractor is entitled to an indefeasible right and title to the whole of his lands, with
mineral and timber rights, notwithstanding that he may never fulfil his' Contract: -

* No.8. - " f Notprinted. . . ,

a paper giving an accountf of the meeting at which the “Evening .
Telegram,”

5th inst.
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And whereas, by this unparalieled Contract the Colony is deprived of the means of
influencing its future development, the functions of its autonomy are practically aban-
doned, and the highly valued privileges of responsible government, for which our
forefathers so nobly fought, are basely sacrificed and the country is thrown back into a
position of degradation and humiliation before the world at large,

Be it therefore resolved :— :

(1) That we, a meeting of independent citizens of St. John’s, of all shades of
political and religious opinion, do hereby protest, with all the strength at our command,
against this unjust and one-sided Contract, which, we feel confident, if allowed to be put
in operation, will be the source of ruin and bankruptey to the country, and we vehemently
protest against legislation of such magnitude and far-reaching consequences being finally
concluded without an appeal to the people. ]

[The above resolution was proposed by his Lordship the Bishop of St. John’s,
M. F. Howley, D.D., seconded by Jno. Browning, Esq.]

Be it also resolved :— )

(2) That, for the reasons above set forth, and others which the Contract itself
discloses, Her Majesty the Queen in Council be humbly prayed that she may be graciously
pleased to exercise Her Royal Prerogative either by disallowing the said Act, or withholding
Her allowance and final assent thereto, until the people have passed upon the question at
the polls.

}[The above resolution was proposed by A. W. Harvey, Esq., seconded by
E. H. Jackman.]

And be it also resolved :—

(3) This meeting humbly petitions his Excellency the Governor to dissolve the
Legislature in order that an expression of opinion may be had from the people of this
Colony upon the measure known as the Railway Contract.

[The above resolution was proposed by J. D. Ryan, seconded by Robert Giles, Esq.]

And be it finally resolved :— )

(4) That a deputation be appointed from this meeting to wait upon his Excellency
the Governor and request him to communicate to the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, for presentation to Her Majesty in Council, ithe foregoing
resolutions.

[The above resolution was proposed by Jmo. Anderson, Esq., seconded by L. dJ.
Geran, Esq.]

RoBERT THORBURN,
Chairman of Public Meeting.

Enclosure 2 in No. 10.

To His Excellency Sir HErBerT HARLEY Murray, K.C.IB.
May it please Your Excellency :—

WE have the honour to submit to your Excellency the foregoing resolutions passed at a
mass meeting of Citizens of St. John’s, of all shades of religious and political opinion, held
in the Total Abstinence Hall, on Tuesday evening, October 4th, under the chairmanship of
Sir Rohert Thorburn, K.C M.G., and we beg to request that your Excellency will be
pleased to forward same to Her Gracious Majesty the Queen in Council. This deputation
would respectfully request that a summary of these resolutions may be cabled to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, for the reason that information has reached them
that the Contractor contemplates expenditures under this Act. This deputation while
not recognising any legal liability on behalf of the COIOW for sums expended by the
Contractor prior to the Act having been submitted to Her Majesty the Queen in Counecil
for allowance, would beg to point out that with the exception of the cost of re-railing
that portion of the line from St. John’s to Whitbourne, and, perhaps, some smaller’
expenditures easily ascertained, the Contractor has not yet undertaken any works not
referable to pre-existing Contracts.

We have, &c.,

. E. M. Jackman, Secretary. -
Jas. B. StaTER, Secretary.
Dated at St. John’s this 5th day of . o

October 1898. ’ S
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No. 11.

Govervor Sir H. H. MURRAY to Mg. LHA\JBERLAIN
(Received October 24, 1898.)

[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John’s,
‘SIR, October 13, 1898.
I HAVE the honour to forward to you petitions against the Railway Contract
Act, 1898, as noted below.
I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

— —

By whom forwarded. Locality from which Petition comes.

Mr. A. le C. Bertean ... «. | ®0ld Perlican and La Scie.
Dr. J. 8. Tait ... wo | 1St. John's,

<. | TRobinson’s Head.
{Clarenville.
1Fortune.
’ .- | 1Labrador.
Mr. A, le C. Bertean ... - | }Gull Island.

.« | *Northern Arm. ; Bay de Verde District.

*Grates Cove.

”
»
1

”»
Y] vee ass e oo

No. 12.
Goverwor Sz H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 5, 1898.)
[[Answered by No. 23.]

: Government House, St. John’s,
Sig, October 27, 1898.
I navE the honour to forward to you petitions against the Railway Contract Act,
1898, as mentioned below.
I have, &c.,

H. MURRAY,
Governor.

P.S.—As regards the signing of petitions in St. John’s, I was yesterday informed
that » Committee of two gentlemen is always sitting in the town at the piace where the
petitions are signed for the express purpose of seeing that all who come to sign are
21 years of age, and thus voters. -

I enclose a copy of the ¢ Evening Telegram™ of the 26th instant, in which will be
found a letter signed ¢ Veritas,”§ which bears closely on the subJect of the Railway
Contract, as also the headme' “ True Inwardness.”§ :

By whom sent. , Locality from which Petitions come,

-

Mr. A. le C. Bertean ... .« | St. John's, (3. Petitions.)*
... | Bellevue & Chance Cove in Trinity Bay. 1L
s ... | Fermuse in District of Ferryland.*
Dr, Tait ... . Greenspond, Bonavista.}
» . Belle Isle, St. John’s East.{
» . Brigus Port de Grave.*
» ... | 1. Broad Cove, St.. Johns Westf
» . St. John’s West.{
’» . St. John’s East.} : '
.'St. Anthony, St. ‘Barbe. 1' ‘
. 'Lamahne, Burm'l' ;

”

1 YY)

a5 ees v oo

.
1]
T e DS @D fed b ot s

# Ident1c with that in Enclosure 2in No 1 ‘ !
1 Identic with that from the District of Twﬂlmgate (see P. 8)
! Identic with that in Enclosure 2 in No 3 § Not prmted
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No. 18.
Governvor SIR H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 5, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John's,
SIR, October 27, 1898.

I Excrosk herewith for your information a copy of a letter from the Chairman and
Secretaries of “ A Citizens’ Committee in St. John’s,” enclosing a Memorandum dealing
with some of the legal points in the Railway Contract which are considered by them
especially prejudicial to the interests of the Colony.

2. There is no question, on account of the nature of the country through which the
Railway passes, and its proximity to the coast, but that under the 19th Section of the
Contract, Sub-clause *“ H,” the Contractor will have the right to select and have granted
to him large tracts of land to make up the area to which he is entitled, and large
selections are already being made under Sub-section “ L’ which have to be *reserved ”
in the interest of the Contractor under that Sub-section, subject, however, to any
previous grant. |

3. I was not aware until I received the enclosed Memorandum, for transmission to -
you, that the effect of the Contract is to give in the first place to the Contractor a legal
right to the ownership of 5,000 acres for each mile of the lines which he operates,
for it will be seen that under the 38th Section he is to “re-assign and transfer” to the
Government half of the land so obtained and owned, and I conclude that it may be -
assumed that no “re-assignment or transfer ”” can take place without prior ownership.

4. It also would seem to be the fact that for every block selected, one mile in length
and 10 miles in depth, under Clause 19—an area equal to 10 square miles, or 6,400 acres
~—the Contractor will be entitled to a *“ reserved ” area elsewhere of 1,100 acres, viz., the -
difterence between the 7,500 acres—the reduced extent of his rights after the purchase of
the line—and the 6,400 acres, the area of each selected block.

5. As I understand that the Memorandum is the result of competent legal criticism,
I do not venture to make any further remarks ujon it.

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

Enclosure in No. 13.
SIR, St. John's, October 26, 1898.
Encrosep we beg to hand you a Memorandum drawn up by the Citizens’ Committee
in St. John’s setting forth their most salient objections to the Railway Contract lately
entered into by the Colony with Mr. R. G. Reid. These objections are necessarily
briefly stated, but, at the same time, sufficiently extended to convey the principal grounds
upon which we rely in our opposition to the measure.

We will thank your Excellency to forward the enclosed to Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for the Colonies for his consideration in connection with the other
papers which have been despatched to him on the subject of this Contract.

We have, &ec.,
J. D. R\'AN,
Chairman Citizens’ Committee.
) L. H. Miier,
Wi R. Howrey,
: Joint Secretaries.
To His Excellency
Sir Herbert Murray, K.C.B.,
&e., &ec., &ec.

MEMORANDUM.
That the Contract between the Government of Newtoundland and Robert Gillespie -

Reid is a ruinous bargain for the Colony of Newfoundland, in that, it disposes of all
the available assets of the Colony, including its railway and telegraph systems, the -

Colonial Dry Dock at'St. John’s, together with valuable freehold and waterside property |
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there, and also the coal reservations and the greater portion of the mineral and timber
lands of the Colony, to Mr. Reid and his assigns in consideration of a payment by him of
the very inadequate sum of one million three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars,
payable in instalments, from which payment has to be deducted the following sums, viz.,
one hundred thousand dollars for the ballasting of the railroad purchased by him ; one
hundred thousand dollars for the re-railing of a portion of the said railroad ; one hundred
thousand dollars for the construction of a%)ranch line into the Graving Dock at St. John’s,
‘also the property of the said Mr. Reid ; and one hundred and forty thousand dollars for
the paving of Water Street, St. John’s, for the purposes of an electric car railway to be
built by him there, and that these several sums, amounting to four hundred and forty
thousand dollars, are to be repaid to the said Robert G. Reid and reduce the amount of
the consideration to be received by the Colony from him to the sum of eight hundred and
eighty-five thousand dollars. To show how inadequate this consideration is it is only
necessary to refer to the fact that the portion of the railway line from St. John's to
Harbor Grace, purchased by the Government in 1897 from the Newfoundland Railway
Company for three hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds sterling, or one million
four hundred and eighty-eight thousand five hundred dollars, now forms part of the
railway assigned to Mr. Reid, not to speak of the dock, the lands, and the other subject
matters of the Contract. -

That, besides the transfer of the railways, telegraphs, and dock, the only assets
which the Colony has to represent its funded debt, and the granting of increased land
concessions to Mr. Reid, the present Contract confers upon him the whole of the
subsidised carrying trade and mail services of the Colony and imposes annual charges
upon the Colony amounting to one hundred and seventy thousand dollars. :

That the contracts for local sea communication are entered into for the period of
thirty years, and that the Contract for the carriage of mails by train is for the term of
fifty years.

That no tenders were asked for nor was time given for competition from others
before the Legislature concluded the said Contracts with the said Robert G. Reid.

That by a perusal of the said Contract it will be seen that the terms of the Contracts
for local sea communication are undefined and left to the subsequent determination of the
Executive. )

That the Legislature was not furnished with any report from the Government
Engineer or other officials as to the sums required to perform the works for which the
said Robert G. Reid is to be paid under the said Contract, and that no means were taken
to ascertain whether the said works and services could be performed for lower sums than
those fixed by the Contract.

That the said sum of one hundred and forty thousand dollars for the paving of
Water Street, St. John’s, is to be a charge upon the city of St. John’s, which was at the
time of the said Contract under the control of a Municipal Council, and that the said
Council was not consulted upon the matter. That by the terms of the said Contract the
(overnment undertake with the contractor to procure the imposition of a fixed duty upon
coal imported into the Colony, and so restrict the action of future legislatures. That
under the Contract made between the Colony andthe said Robert G. Reid in 1893 for
the operation of the railway from Whitbourne to Port-aux-Basque, the said Robert G.
Reid became entitled to five thousand acres per mile of railway, or, in all, two millions
four hundred and fifty-five thousand acres, and that the land had to be taken in alternate
blocks of five thousand acres along the said line of railway, except where land was not
obtainable there, in which case the said Robert G. Reid was permitted tc take up else- .
where lands to the extent of the deficiency.

That under the Contract of 1898 the said Robert G. Reid is given, in addition to the
lands to which he is entitled under the 1893 Contract, a further graut of 5,000 acres
per mile, not only along the said line of railway from Whitbourne to Port-aux-Basque,
but along the entire line of railway from St. John's to Port-aux-Basque, including the
branch lines, subject to his right to return a certain portion of the said lands as herein-
after referred to. | o S L

That no public inconvenience arose from the concessions made to Robert G. Reid of
lands along the line from Whitbourne to Port-aux-Basque, as the said lands were in the
interior of the island and unoccupied, and not within the settled districts of the

Colony. ‘ L o
That this statement does not apply to the lands adjoining ‘the portions of the, line
between St. John's and Whitbourne and Whitbourne and Carbonear, as these lands lie in

the most thickly populated portions of the country.
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That the lands of the interior are for the most part inaccessible except by means of
the railroad, which this Contract contemplates making the private property of Mr. Reid,
and their value is neccssarily greater to Mr. Reid than to the Colony or to any private
landowner.

That the Government under this Contract proposes to retain more land along the
said line of railroad than it was heretofore entitled to, and to so enable Mr. Reid to take
further concessions elsewhere : by reason of the new method of selection on the part of’
the Government and the fact that the line of railroad runms, in many places, through
marsh-lands and by the margin of lakes and rivers, and in other places along the
sea-shore, where land is not obtainable, and because along the line of the St. John’s and
Carbonear railroads the greater part of the land is owned by private individuals, it is
evident that a very large portion of the lands to which Mr. Reid will be entitled will be
taken by him in other parts of the Colony.

Further, that the present Contract is purposely designed so that Mr. Reid may not
be restricted in the selection of his areas to the lands along the line, in that, while it
declares him to be entitled to ten thousand acres gross or seven thousand five hundred
acres net per mile, it stipulates that the lands along the line of railway are to be divided
into blocks or sections of one mile in length and ten miles in dépth upon each side of the
railway, so that upon each mile, even where land is available, Mr. Reid is entitled, in
addition to the block taken, to acquire eleven hundred acres in some other part of the
country.

Fﬁrther, it is competent for Mr. Reid to re-transfer to the Government the one
million five hundred and sixty-five thousand acres which the Contract provides that he
shall re-transfer, from out of the interior lands granted to him, and so leave himself with
a comparatively small proportion of his lands in the interior and to have the greater
portion of them in eligible places along the seaboard, and along the shores of the bays.
and navigable rivers.

The effect of Mr. Reid being permitted to acquire millions of acres of the mineral
bearing lands in whatever he may select of the limited mineral belt of this Colony, and to
make his selection of these lands, as this Contract enables him to do, in areas of any size
from onc mile by ten to one hundred square miles, is to place in his hands a virtual
monopoly of the mineral lands of this country.. As his grants, unlike all other grants
issued by the Government, do not require him to operate or develop the lands granted to
him, it ix possible that the mineral development of the Colony may be seriously retarded
if its const lands are also given into his possession. If he operate the railway he will
practically control the development of the lands through which it runs without the
necessity of acquiring any title to them, or even though he has re-assigned them to the
Government under Section 40 of the Contract. If, in the event of the railroad proving
unremunerative, Mr. Reid should cease to operate the railway, he would have four millions
seven hundred and ninety-five thousand acres, mainly upon the coast, and where they
were accessible without the use of the railway, and as his title to them and the minerals.
and timber which they contain is indefeasible and not subject to conditions'of any kind,
the non-operation of the railway would not affect his property in them, nor would his
tailure to operate the railway prejudice his title to the dock and other properties conveyed
to him, nor, it is submitted, his right to the steamship subsidies. That there is, therefore,
no guarantee that the line of railway will be continuously operated, although the Colony
may, for this purpose, have parted with what may prove to be all its ungranted mineral
and timber lands.

By this Contract the Colony uncorditionally disposes of its most valuable lands, and
places its subsidised carrying trade, mail and telegraph services, into the hands of a
private individual, thus creating a huge monopoly which may hereafter seriously interfere
with trade and industrial enterprises ; it materially increases its already large annual
interest charge; it parts with all its available assets and its power of influencing its
future development, and in return has no adequate security for the faithful performance
by the contractor of his part of the Contract. That the people of this Colony were
altogether unaware of any intention upon the part of the Government or the Legislature
to enter into any further contract with Mr. Reid during the currency of the contract
made with him in 1893 for the operation of the railroad for a term of ten years. The
matter was never submitted to the people during the election of last autumn, and the
leaders of the present Government party at that time declared themselves as opposed to
the land concessions made to Mr. Reid. No reference was made to any such legislation
in the speech from the Throne at the opening of the last session of the Legislature, and "

when the Contract was introduced the resolutions confirming it were passed through the
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Legislature without due time being afforded for their consideration. The majority of the
electors outside of St. John’s did not know that any legislation upon the subject was.
under consideration until after the Bill had passed through its several stages, and it was
not until the correspondence of the Colonial Offiee was published that people generally-
became aware of the significance of the measure.

That the people as a whole are opposed to the Contract.

That the said Robert G. Reid has not undertaken any work in this Colony that is
not referable to previous contracts, except some work in a small way upon the coal
reservations and the necessary work of re-railing the line from St. John’s to Whitbourne,
and that any expenditures made by him are capable of exact ascertainment. That any
work undertaken by him has been done with the knowledge that this Contract has not
been allowed by Her Majesty’s Government, and that the assent of the Governor was
obtained upon the assurance of the Executive, by its despatch of March 2nd, 1898, ¢ that
the measure could be disallowed hereafter if found unjust or inexpedient.”

All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. D. Ryan,

Chairman Citizens’ Committee.
L. H. MiLer, 3 Joint
Wy, R. Howrey,y Secs.

No. 14.
Governor Sik H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 7, 1898.)
TELEGRAM.
[Acknowledged by No. 24.]

Ix consequence of receipt of public letter which I had to answer, I enquired in
writing of Morine his position as regards contractor at the time of contract and subse-
quently ; not satisfied his reply, I required his resignation of all public offices.* He has
complied. :

Correspondence by next mail.

No. 15.
Sz F. EVANS, M.P., to COLONIAL OFFICE.
(Received November 8, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 25.]

43, Threadneedle Street, Iondon, E.C. N
SIR, : ‘ : November 7, 1898.

1 HAVE been requested by the Citizens’ Committee of St. John’s, comprised of a
great number of the leading people of Newfoundland, to urge upon you the- great damage
which will be done to the interests of that.Colony if the %ontract made by the Colomal
Government with Mr. R. G. Reid receives the Royal Assent. - - fo L

I do not approach you solely as the representative of the Citizens’ Committee, but-
also on behalf of the holders in this Country of Newfoundland Government Bonds, the
capital and interest of which are dependent solely upon the assets of that Colony. The
amount of Bonds issued on this market by the Newfoundland Government totals up to-
about £2,700,000, and of this, in the month of August last year, I received for distri-
hution and in payment for the Railway, of which- I was the Receiver, the sum of
£325 000, | T ~

‘ ";’S'eé Ehclo‘sﬂﬁreé'ixi No. 17 ) g :
1275 ' ’ | ¢
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The Government in their proposed Contract with Mr. Reid have virtually assigned
practically all their Assets and they have not only done this but the Act provides for
duties, which are now a source of Revenue, being raised to a point practically to prohibit

‘the importation of those Goods and ‘so still more seriously affect the Revenues of
Newfoundland.

I beg to annex hereto a Memorandum® of objections to the Contract receiving the
Royal Assent endorsed by a puablic meeting in St. John’s. Petitions signed by 10,000
Electors of Newfoundland have already been presented to the Governor against the Royal
Assent being given to the Contract, and I am assured that before the end of this month
those petitions will be increased by the signatures of more than half the entire Electorate
of the Colony.

I do not want to use hard language unnecessarily, but I venture to say that no
Government of any Colony has ever attempted to pass a measure so fraught with evil to
its people. How the Government of Newfoundland could so far forget the interests of
the Colony as to pass a measure of this kind passes my comprehension. To a great
extent, the duties of that Government will be abrogated if it is carried into effect, for
Mr. Reid may abandon the operation of the Northern Railway and yet retain his hold for
many years to come on the cash assets of the Colony to meet the subsidies assigned to
him thereunder, while the valuable timber and mineral rights, building and agricultural
lands which he would acquire under the Contract would deprive the Government of any
other available assets.

The loss of these assets would inevitably lead to grave financial embarrassment—they
form the basis upon which the loans have been made in London by the Colony, and they
will be alienated by the Reid Contract.

What has Mr. Reid to pay to the Colony for all the great benefits that are to accrue
to him under the Contract? He has to pay in instalments 875,000 dollars (say
£175,000), scarcely one-half of the amount paid to me in August last year by the

Government of Newfoundland for 90 miles of the railway which is to be made over to
Mr. Reid.

I am quite aware that it is a grave matter for Her Majesty’s Ministers to interfere
where measures have been passed by the elected representatives of the people, but I
submit that the evidence which has been sent forward to the Colonial Officc by the
Governor of Newfoundland and the statements in the Memorandum, which I annex
hereto, are proof that this grave measure, involving, as I maintain, such calamitous results
to Newfoundland, has never been before the Klectorate of the Colony. That, on the
contrary, the people of Newfoundland understood that the present Government were
opposed even to the Contract with Mr. Reid made in 1893, which involved the giving of
certain lands, &c., and the people remained in profound ignorance, until recently informed
by the publication of the correspondence with the Colonial Office, that any such
Contract as that now sought to be imposed upon the Colony was contemplated by the
Government. ’

Immediately on this knowledge coming to them they have taken the only steps in
their power to prevent its consummation, and that is by public petition to Her Majesty’s
Government.

It is not to be overlooked in considering this matter that the Solicitor to the
Contractor was, until last Saturday, the Finance Minister of the Government who passed
this Contract, and that he has resigned on the demand of Sir H. H. Murray, the
Governor. ‘

I trust, therefore, that this petition of the people of Newfoundland will be favourably

received, and that they may be saved from the calamity which the passing of this Act
would entail on the Colony. :

I have, &c.,
FRANCIS EVANS.

* Memorandum in Enclosure in No. 13.
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No. 16.
Governor Sik H, H. MURRAY to Mz. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 8, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John’s,
Sir, October 29, 1898.
I mavE the honour to forward to you petitions against the Railway Contract Act,
1898, a8 mentioned below. :
I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.
g
By whom sent. ‘ Locality Petition comes from.
Mr. A. le C. Berteau ... «. | Great Harbour, Fortune Bay.*
Dr. Tait ... «.. | 1 from Pool’s Island, Bonavista Bay.*
o ees «. | 1 ,, TFair Island. ” ®
v e .. | 1 ,, St Brendan's, » ®
w e . | 1 ,, Wesleyville, " t
e w. | 1 ,, Ramea, District of Burgeo and La Poile.*
John Kennedy, Harbour Main Resolutions passed at a Public Meeting against
ratification of Railway Contract, 1898.}

No. 17.
Govervor Sk H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 21, 1898.)

[Answered by No. 24.]
(Extract.) '
Government House, St. John’s Newfoundland,
November 9, 1898.

Wrirr reference to my telegram of the 7th instant,§ I enclose for your information
a copy of the “ Daily News”’—a paper now the organ of Mr. Morine—which contains the
c;)rr%spondence respecting the resignation by Mr. Morine of the offices held by him under
the Crown.

The line taken by Mr. Morine in his reply to my letter of November 3 brought the
question to a point whether I could, while representing the Crown, become openly a party
to an arrangement under which a public servant on the Executive Council should serve
and be paid by two masters, viz., the public and the Contractor, whose interests in the
far-reaching railway Contract of the present year are so divergent. I came to the con-
clusion that if I did so I should become, while representing the Crown, a particeps
criminis as against the manifest interest of the Colony. I felt unable to admit that the.
position which any former Minister may have held as the 'egal adviser of the Contractor
had any bearing on the present case. At all events, I neither had nor have any oficial
knowledge on the subject, though I believe that Mr. Emerson was the Contractor’s legal
adviser while he was a member of the Council. |

But the Contract of 1893 was settled on behalf of the Contractor by Sir James
Winter, who was not at the time in the Government; it was, in comparison with the
present - Contract, of but little importance, and with the exception of his claim to the
winerals on the lands he was to receive, I do not recollect any legal claim having arisen
out of it. But the present Contract is far otherwise ; it affects the future of the Colony
for many a long year to come, and important legal questions are sure to frequently arise
out of it. In these questions, the interests of the Colony and the enormous interests of
the Contractor will assuredly clash, and, whatever a man’s intentions may be, it would be

" ® Identic with that from the District of Twillingate (se p. 8). o
t Identic with that in Enclosure 2 in No.1.  } Identic with Enclosure 1in No, 10. - § No. 14,

1275 2
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impossible for him to avoid being biased in favour of a Contractor whose permanent
retainer he held, whether he was in or out of office.

That Contract was drawn at a time when Mr. Morine admits ¢ that he was the
Contractor’s legal adviser on all matters submitted to him by the Contractor, but not on
such questions, if any, arising between him and the Colony.” Yet, as a Minister of the
Crown and a servant of the public, he took the most leading part in forcing the Contract
through the Legislature. Thus his action in the matter showed the impossible nature of
the dual position which he held at the time, and which he appears still to think that he
could hold with credit to himself and benefit to the Colony. If I had accepted his
assurance as to the future, T felt that such an assurance would be of no value in the face
of such a fact in the past. For the same reason T decided that it was not advisable to
give him the choice as to which master he would serve in the future.

Enclosure 1 in No. 17.
Eztract rrom * Daily News™ of November T, 1898.

CorresroNnENCE between His Excellency the Goverxor and Hon. A. B. Moniyg, Q.C,,
relating to the latter’s resignation.

Government House, St. John’s, Newfoundland,
SiR, November 3, 1898,

I anm directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit, for your information, the
accompanying copy of a letter received from Mr. A. le C. Bertean, Honorary Secretary of
the Newfoundland Liberal Association, and with regard to the same I am to state, that
His Excellency desires to be informed whether it is not the fact that you were at the
period when the Railway Contract, 1898, was negotiated and made, and still are, holding
a “retainer” as legal adviser to Mr. R. G. Reid.

I have, &ec.,
J. H. W. SoutHey, Capt.
A.D.C. and Private Secretary.
The Hon. A. B. Morire, Q.C.,
Minister of Finance and Customs.

4 The Newfoundland Liberal Association,
SR, St. John’s, October 81, 1898.

At the meeting of the Newfoundland Liberal Association held last evening, I was
directed to communicate to Your Excellency the following resolution :

Resolved that the Secretary asks His Excellency if he is aware that the Minister of
Finance and Customs, a member of the Executive, is, in his private capacity, solicitor to
Mr. R. G. Reid, a large Contractor to the Government.

I have, &c.,
A. LE C. BErTEAU,
Hon. Secretary Newfoundland Association.
His Excellency Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B,,
Governor.

Your ExceLLency, November 4, 1898.

In reply to your question of this date, I have the honour to say :

I was before and at the time of the making of the Railway Contract, 1898, and 1
am now, the professional adviser of R. G. Reid, on legal questions and matters submitted
to me by him, but not on such questions, if any, arising between him and the Colony,
and I have not, and would not, while I am a member of the Executive Council, advise
him on any matter in which there is any conilict of interest between him and the Colony.

1 have, &c., '
Arrrep B. MoriNE. -
His Excellency the Governor. x

Government House, St. John's, Newfoundland, o

Sz, November 5, 1898, - .

I AM commanded by His Excellency the Governor to inform you that he has received . '
your letter of the 4th instant, respecting your present position in the Government in

connection with the Railway Contract. : ' '
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His Excellency is unable to accept, either as regards the past or the future, the
propriety of the position you have taken up in that letter, or the assurance which you
have proposed to send him, as to your future conduct.

His Excellency is therefore unable, as a representative of the Crown in the Colony,
to agree to your continuing as one of its ministers. He must therefore call upon you to
resign to-day all the offices which you hold under the Crown. except that of Queen’s
Counsel.

The correspondence on the subject will have to be published and a copy of it sent to
the Colomial Office.

I have, &e.,
J. W. Soutary, Captain, .
A.D.C. and Private Secretary.
The Hon. A. B. Morine, Q.C.,

Minister of Finance and Customs.

St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Your ExceLLENCY, November 7, 1898..

I navE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your commands of Saturday’s date.
In reply I beg to say :—Inasmuch as the Royal Instructions direct you to consult your
t'ouncil upon all matters of public business, and I am aware that you have neither asked
nor received advice except from persons other than your Councillors, and as I hold my
vffices, except that of Councillor, not from you, but from the Governor-in-Council, you
have no right to demand my resignation, certainly not of those offices I hold from the
fiovernor-in-Council, in the manner adopted by you and I would therefore be justitied in
refusing to accede to your commands. Butas 1 do not wish even to appear as desirous
of retaining a position requiring mutual confidence and good faith, with the knowledge
that my presence in the Council was distasteful to you, and do not care to be the cause of
embarrassment or difficulty to the Government, I waive my right to object to the
irregularity of your course, and hereby tender this my resignation of all offices and
emoluments I hold under the Crown, except the office of Queen’s Counsel.

Because of the high office which you hold, and the esteem and respect with which |
should prefer to regard its occupant, I regret that your reasons for demanding my
resignation, and the manner of doing so, are not such as convince me of your impartiality
and courteous consideration. . : : .

You desire me to resign, ostensibly, because I am the solicitor and counsel for a
contractor with the Government, but you kept Sir W. V. Whiteway, as Attorney-
treneral, the Hon. Geo. H. Emerson, now a judge, and the Hon. E. P. Morris, Q.C.
{all three solicitors and counsel for the same contractor), in your Executive Council for
several years, during which time three large contracts with the Government were being
carried out, and by this conduct you justitied me in concluding that I was at liberty to
accept from Mr. Reid a position similar to theirs. While the gentlemen referred to were
in your Council, they, or some of them, frequently appeared in the Courts in actions
against the Government. It has not been unusual here for Councillors themselves to be
contractors with the Government of which they formed a part, notably Hon. A. W.
Harvey, who is still, I believe, your friend and confidant.

Y ou have known, too, for many months, that I occupied the position you now object
to, for I have been openly in the Courts in that capacity, not seeking to conceal or cover
ap my position, and during all that time you have not uttered to me one word of
disapproval or reproof. A remark in your letter about ‘“an assurance which I have
proposed to serid as to my future conduct,” might be construed by the misinformed to
mean that I had offered you a partial-and unsatisfactory assurance, which you declined to
receive because of its partial character, whereas the truth is, that I have not been offered
the opportunity of any personal discussion with you about this matter, and to a mutual
friend with whom you discussed the subject, you refused, as I understand, to receive any -
assurance or explanation of any kind whatever, and immediately after sent me the
unconditional demand I am now replying to, without so much as acquainting the Premier -
of your intention so to do. Whether, therefore, I have regard to the contrast of your
treatment of others under similar circumstances, or to your neglect to afford me the
ordinary courtesy of a personal interview, or to the unrelenting and abrupt manner of .
vour recent conduct towards me, I am unable to conclude that your demand for my
resignation is animated by that kindly and considerate spirit which was due from you to
one of your Councillors, who had been an efficient and hard-working Minister, and whose
position, to which you objected, was-almost- altogether- due-to your own conduct toward
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his predecessors. I am now aware that you have for some time contemplated this action,.
and that you have discussed its propriety with persons not in your Council, and I claim
that it was your duty to speak to me about the matter, to enquire of me as to all the
circumstances, and to give me ample opportunity to re-assure you, if possible, of the
propriety of my past and future conduct.

My private aftairs have suffered by my devotion to public business, and, therefore,
my resignation causes me no personal regret. I do regret, however, most keenly the-
inconvenience my resignation will cause my colleagues and the public, at this eritical
juncture, when the Anglo-American Conference is about to resume its work at Wash-
ington, and the French Treaties Question is in course of discussion, and I fear that your:
action in removing me from the Council at a time when the knowledge I had obtained
with the Royal Commission would have been of advantage to the Government is not
fraught with promise of good to the Colony, and will not aid in the settlement of that
vexed question.

I have no objection whatever to your publication of this correspondence, and shall,
myself, cause it to be published, now that you impliedly permit it, for your action will be
attributed to many causes, and I shall be glad to have the truth known. I have done
my whole duty in office, and have aided in the working out of reforms in the public
service whose good effect will be felt for many a day. The people to whom I look for
vindication, and whose support is the best defence of public men against oppression, will
understand my position and will not fail to do justice to your Excellency’s motives, or:
misunderstand the real reasons which will have for-a period removed me from public office.

I have, &c.,
ALFRED B. MorINE.
His Excellency
Sir H. Murray, K.C.B.

November 6, 1898,
Your ExcrLLExcy,

As you say “the correspondence on the subject (of my resignation) will have to be-
published,” and, as I find that false reports are already being circulated, I propose to-
publish the whole correspondence in to-morrow’s ¢ News.”

I have, &c.,
AvLFrRED B. MoORINE,

Enclosure 2 in No. 17.
Sir Herserr Murray to Mr. A. B. Monvg, Q.C.

Government House, St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Sir, November 7, 1898.

I nave.reccived your letter of this day’s date, tendering the resignation of the-
Offices which you hold under the Crown, except that of Queen’s %ounsel. I accept your-
resignation accordingly-.

Yours faithfully,
H. MurrAy,
Governor.
Alfred B. Morine, Esq., Q.C., M.H.A.

No. 18.
Govervor Sk H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received November 21, 1898.)
[Acknorwledged December 5,1898.]

Government House, St. John’s, Newfoundland,
SIR, November 9, 1898.
I BAVE the honour to transmit, as requested, for your information, a letter which I’
have this day received from the Secretary of the Newfoundland Likeral Association;
covering Resolutions passed by the Association, respecting the position held by .~
Mr. Morine as Mr, Reid's Solicitor at the time the Railway Contract was passed by the: .-
Legislature. Y
I have, &c.,
- H. MURRAY,

Governor.
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Enclosure in No. 18.

Newfoundland Liberal Association, St. John’s, .
S1r, November 9, 1898.
AT a meeting of the Newfoundland Liberal Association, beld last evening, I was
directed to forward to Your Excellency the following resolution :— ‘

Whereas the reply of Mr. A. B. Morine, a member of the Executive Council, to the
inquiry addressed to him on the 3rd day of November 1898, by His Ixcellency the
Governor reveals the fact that immediately before and at the time of the hasty. passing of
the Railway Act, 1898, he, the warmest and most active advocate of that measure, and the -
man of all others who was responsible for rushing it through the Legislature, was acting
as solicitor for R. G. Reid, the Contractor,

Be it therefore resolved :—That in view of the dual and improper position so occupied
by Mr. Morine this Association is unanimously of the opinion that the passage of the
Railway Act through the Legislature under such circumstances was a gross fraud upon
the people of the Colony ; and

Be it further resolved : That His Excellency the Governor be requested to transmit
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies a copy of this Resolution together with a copy
of the Constitution* of this Association,

I have, &ec., ~
A. 1E C. BERTEAD,
Hon. Secretary,

. Newfoundland Liberal Association.
To His Excellency

Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B,,
Governor.

¢ No. 19.
Govervor Sk H. H MURRAY to Mz. CHAMBERLAIN,
(Received November 21, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John's,
S1r, November 10, 1898.
I mAvE the honour to forward to you Petitions and Resolutions from Public
Meetings against the Railway Contract Act, 1898, as noted below.
I have, &e.,
H. MURRAY.

Governor.
By whom sent. Locality from which sent.
Mr. J, Casey ... ... | Harbour Grace (Resolutions Public Meeting).
Mr. A. le C. Berteau ... ... | Salvage, Bonavista Bay (Petition).}
» ... | Rencontre, Fortune Bay ”
9 ... | Lawn, District of Burin " t
Dr.J. 8. Tait ... «es | St.John’s East (2 Petitions).t
» » West (2 ” t
» " » Kilbride (Petition).t
" . | Twillingate (Petition).t
. «. | Flat island, Burin District (Petition).t
» w. | Trinity (Petition).}"
" ... | Fermeuse, District of Ferryland.}
» ... | Cape Ray, Burgeo and La Poile District.t =
” . cers ene ... | Conception Harbour, District of Harbour Main.}
» vee T ed wee e | Holyrood -~ 9 » w N
» . | Harbour Main P 4
” e e we . oo | Salmon Cove = o . e iy -1
o ees o eme ... | Hearts Delight, District of Trinity.f.

® Not printed. = . ‘ ‘ o I
t Identic with that from the District of Twillingate (see p. 8)..

1 Identic with that in enclosure 2 in No. 1.
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Enclosure in No. 19.

: Harbor Grace, November 3, 1898. -
I uAve the honowr to forward to Your Excellency the enclosed copy of Resolutions
unanimously passed at a public meeting of the citizens of the District of Harbor Grace,
held at Harbor Grace, on Thursday evening, 27th ult., for the purpose of protesting
against the Reid Railway Contract (*‘ The Harbor Grace Standard,” containing report of
meeting, enclosed), respectfully requesting on behalf of said Citizens’ Meeting that -Your
Excellency will be pleased to forward said Resolutions to the Right Honorable the

Secretary for the Colonies for presentation to Her Majesty the Queen in Council.

Sig,

His Excellency I have, &c., o
Sir Herbert Murray, K.C.B., JouN CaisEy, ' .
Governor, &ec., &c., Newfoundland. Secretary Citizens' Meeting.

Tue roLLowing REsonuTroNs were unanimously passed at a meeting of electors of
Harbor Grace District, on Thursday, October 27th, 1898.

Whereas, a Contract has been signed between the Government of this Colony and
R. G. Reid, Esq., whereby the principal assets of the Colony, comprising 600 miles of
railway, our entire telegraph system, dry dock and adjacent property, have been sold to
the said R. G. Reid for about one-twelfth of their cost :

And whereas, by the said Contract, the above assets, together with large additional
areas of mineral, timber, and agricultural lands, have been alienated for-ever from the
proprietorship of the Colony :

And whereas, the said Contract had been entered into without having had any
previous consideration from the people, and was carried hurriedly through both branches
of the Legislature before the voters had due time to signify their approval or disapproval :

And whereas, a Contract had already been in gxistence by which the said Contractor
was bound to operate our railway for six years longer free of cost to the Colony, and
which rendered the present Contract wholly unnecessary at this juncture : ‘

And whereas, if the said Contract be allowed to continue, the industrial progress of
the Colony will be at the mercy of one man :

Be it therefore resolved, that it is the unanimous opinion of this representative
meeting of inhabitants of the District of Harbor Grace, that a measure of such far-
reaching results as the Contract with R. G. Reid should not receive the assent of Her
Majesty the Queen in Council until the sentiment of the people of the Colony shall have
heen obtained thereon.

And be it also resolved, that Her Majesty the Queen in Council be humbly prayed to
disallow the Act confirming the Reid Contract until the people shall have determined the
question at the polls.

And be it further resolved, that the foregoing Resolutions be forwarded to His
Excellency the Governor with the request that he transmit them to the Right Homour-
able the Secretary for the Colonies for presentation to Her Majesty the Queen in Council.

No. 20. ‘
Sk F. EVANS, M.P., to COLONIAL OFFICE.
(Received November 23, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 25.] B

43, Threadneedle Street, London, E.C.,

Drar S, : . November 23, 1898.

REFERRING to my interview with you yesterday evening, I-have since had am-:
opportunity of again reading my letter to Mr. Chamberlain of the 7th inst.,* in reference
to Mr. Reid’s Contract with the Government of Newfoundland, and although that letter.
does not set out all the objections that could be raised to the Contract, I do not think it -
necessary to trouble Mr. Chamberlain with a further letter on the subject, especially as I
sind-from my conversation with you that you are aware of the fact that publication in the.
“ Gazette” of Newfoundland was delayed, so preventing éarly knowledge of the Act

*No.15, ¢
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reaching the people of Newfoundland, and, further, that while the I’remier introduced the
Bill the explanation wus given by Mr. Morine, the Finance Minister—the then paid
advocate of Mr. Reid—and that he stated from his place in the Legislature that no
alterations of any kind would be entertained.

1 cannot believe that Mr. Chamberlain will hesitate to disallow the Act, seeing that
it has been passed by a Government whose chief officer was in the secret pay of Mr. Reid,
and that every effort was made to keep both the Legislature and the people of N ewfound-
land in ignerance of the wide-reaching conditions of the Contract so gravely affecting the
future of the Colony. These circumstances are evidence of 2 conspiracy led by the.
Finance Minister of the Colony to déliberately deceive the people.

I should be much obliged, in the interests of those whom I represent here and in
Newfoundland, if you would show this letter to Mr. Chamberlain and advise me as early
as you can of the decision at which he arrives.

I am, &ec..
Edward Wingfield, Esq., C.B. FRANCIS EVANS.

&e. &e. &c.

No. 21.
" Govervor Siz H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN,
(Received November 24, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John'’s, Newfoundland,
SIR, November 12 189‘%
I uavE the honour to forward you herewith, as noted below, Petitions * atralnst the
Railway Contract Act of 1898.
I have, &c., :
H. MURRAY,

Governor.

By whom sent. Locality from which sent.

&~

Mr. A. le C. Berteau ... . ... |. Head of Fortune Bay, District of Fortune Bay.
" ... | Hermitage Cove
Mr. W. H. Horwood, Q.C. ... «.. | Upper Island Cove a.nd Bxshop 8 Cove, District of

Harbour Grace.

- No. 22
Governor Sik H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 1, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 23.]

Government House, St. John’s, N ewfoundland ‘
Sig, November 17, 1898
I mAvE the honour to forward to you herewith, a Petltlon,'l' as mentxonea below,
aguinst the Railway Contmct Act of 1898

I have, &e.,
H. MURRAY :
: Governor.
By whomsent. - - I ~ Locality from ﬁhich‘sent;, . , o
Mr. A. le C. Bertgau’.._..‘: B ‘HeartS'Dglight, DiStrict‘ of Tnmty SRR e

o Ident,lc with that from the Dlstnct of Tmllmgate (see ‘8.)‘ S
T Identlc w1th that i in Enclosure 2in No 1 o R




13 Oct.
27 Oct.
27 Oct.
29 Qet.

10 Nov.
12 Nov.
17 Nov.

No. 23.
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Govervor Sik H. H. MURRAY.
SiR, Downing Street, December 5, 1898,

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 6th October,*
forwarding copies of the resolutions passed at a public meeting of the inhabitants- of
St. John's on the 4th of October, urging that Her Majesty should be advised, either to
disallow the Act passed in the recent Session of the Legislature of Newfoundland to give
effect to the contract with Mr. Reid, or that, in any case, I should defer tendering advice
to Her Majesty in regard to the Act, until the people of the Colony have had an
opportunity of expressing their views on the question at a general election.

2. T have also received your despatchest of the dates noted in the margin, covering
further petitions and resolutions to the same effect from different parts of the Colony, as
well as a memorandum by the * Citizens” Committee ” of St. John'’s criticising the terms
of the contract from a legal point of view.

3. Sir Francis Evans also, as representative in this country of the Citizens'
Committee of St. John’s, and on behalf of the holders in this country of Newfoundland
Governinent Bonds, has addressed to me two letters] on the subject of the contract, copies
of which and of my reply} are enclosed.

4. T have not yet, as you are aware, been furnished with an authenticated copy of
the Act, and am not, therefore, in a position to advise Her Majesty in regard to it, and as
I have not been furnished with the report of your Ministers on the statements and
charges contained in the Petitions and other documents forwarded to me, it would be
more in accordance with the usual practice for me to defer dealing with the Petition until
they have had an opportunity of replying to the allegations of the’ opponents of
the Act. :

5. As, however, most of the points raised have been fully discussed in the minute of
Council of the 30th of April last,§ and as the main facts are already before me, it does
not appear to me desirable, in the present position of affairs in the Colony, to delay my
reply to the memorial.

6. The step, which I am urged to take, is one for which there is no precedent in the
history of colonial administration. The measure the disallowance of which is sought is
not only one of purely local concern, but one the provisions of which are almost exclu-
sively of a financial and administrative character.

7. The right to complete and unfettered control over financial policy and arrange-
ments is essential to self-government, and has been invariably acknowledged and respected
by Her Majesty’s Government and jealously guarded by the Colonies. The Colonial
Government and Legislature are solely responsible for the management of its finances to
the people of the Colony, and unless Imperial interests of grave importance were im-
perilled, the intervention of Her Majesty's Government in such matters would be an
unwarrantable intrusion and a breach of the Charter of the Colony.

8. It is nowhere alleged that the interests of any other part of the Empire are
involved, or that the Act is in any way repugnant to Imperial legislation. It is asserted,
indeed, that the Contract disposes of assets of the Colony over whica its creditors in this
country have an equitable, if not a legal, claim, but, apart from the fact that the assets in
question are mainly potential, and that the security for the Colonial debt is its general
revenue, not any particular property or assets, I cannot admit that the creditors of the
Colony have any right to claim the interference of Her Majesty’s Government in this -
matter. It is on the faith of the Colonial Government and Legislature that they have
advanced their money, and it is to them that they must appeal if they consider themselves
damnified. :

9. No doubt, if it was seriously alleged that the Act involved a breach of faithora
confiscation of the rights of absent persons, Her Majesty’s Government would have to . -
examine it carefully, and consider whether the discredit which such action on the part of -
a Colony would entail on the rest of the Empire, rendered it necessary for them to

intervene. But no such charge is made, and if Her Majesty’s Government were to -

intervene whenever the domestic legislation of a Colony was alleged to affect the rights
of non-residents, the right of self-government would be restricted to very narrow limits, ..
and complications and confusion from the division of authority must arise. o

* No. 10. | t Nos. 11, 12, 13, 16, 19, 21 and 22.
1 Nos. 15, 20 and 25, § Enclosure in No. 31 in [C—8867].
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10. In so far as the demand for disallowance is based on criticism of the policy and
details of the Act, I have already indicated that where no Imperial interests are involved,
or unless the measure was so radically vicious as to reflect discredit on the Empire of
which Newfoundland forms a part, it would be improper for Her Majesty’s Government
to intervene in what is essentially a matter of local finance, the policy of which isa
matter for the Government and Legislature of the Colony.

11. But it is alleged, as a farther reason for intervention, that though the subject
was one of far-reaching consequence to the future of the Colony, no allusion to the
contract was made in the speech from the Throne at the opening of.the Session of the
Legislature, and that when it was brought before that Body shortly after the beginning
of the Session, it was pushed hurriedly through both Houses before knowledge of the
matter could have reached the voters, and without allowing due time for its
consideration. ' o ‘ .

12. These charges have been dealt with by your Ministers in the Minute of Council
already referred to. They are questions affecting the conduct of Ministers in the
administration of business for which they are responsible to the Legislature, and if the
members of the Legislature have failed to protect the interests and discharge the duties
of their position they will have to answer for their failure to their constituents. The
fact that the constituencies were not consulted on a measure of such importance might
have furnished a reason for its rejection by the Upper Chamber, but would scarcely
justify the Secretary of State in advising its disallowance, even if it were admitted as a
general principle of constitutional government in Newfoundland that the Legislature has
no right to entertain any measure of first importance without an immediate mandate
from the electors, ‘ :

13. Nor is the fact that I have been urged to advise the disallowance of the Act by
petitions alleged to be signed by more than half of the registered electors of the Colony
one which can be properly considered by Her Majesty’s Government in this connection.
The Act was passed by the Assembly, elected so recently as November, 1897, by an
enormous majority, only five members out of a house of 36 voting against it, and in the
Legislative Council, as 1 gather from the last paragraph of your despatch of 30th April,*
it was received with practical unanimity, only one member having spoken against it, and
even he did not carry his opposition so far as to record his vote against the measure. -

14. It is not the duty of Her Majesty’s Government to attempt the task of deciding
whether the action of the Legislature has been in accord with the opinion of the
electorate. Even a Governor, who is to some extent in touch with local opinion, would
be taking a serious step if, in response to petitions such as have been addressed to me,
and against the advice of his Ministers, he refused to assent to a measure of local concern
which had been duly passed by the Legislature ; and if he failed to fiad other Ministers
prepared to assume responsibility for his action, and able to secure the support of the
Legislature, his position would become untenable. Any such step on the part of a
Governor would have to be taken entirely on his own motion. It is essential that for
every act of the Governor in local matters full responsibility should attach to a Ministry
amenable to the Colonial Legislature. “ ‘ :

15. In advising Her Majesty as to the exercise of her prerogative of disallowance,
the Secretary of State has to consider the legislation submitted from a still more restricted
point of view than the Governor. - :

16. That prerogative is a safeguard for the protection of those interests for which
the Secretary of State is responsible to Her Majesty and to the Imperial Parliament. To
advise its exercise in cases where only.local interests are concerned would involve the
Imperial Government in liability for matters of the control of which it has divested itself,
and for which the Colony has accepted full responsibility.- |

17. In the present circumstances of Newfoundiand there are special reasons of the
greatest importance which preclude Her Majesty’s Government from taking such a departure
from recognized constitutional principles and usage as the memorialists desire. |

18. You have stated in your despatch of the 30th-of April last®, that the language
used by the responsible Finance Minister of the Colony, in the speech in support of the
Contract which he delivered from his place in' the Assembly, implied clearly that if the
measure was rejected -the Colony would be unable to meet its- immediate financial
obligations. 3 R L S ‘

19. Neither in your despatches nor in the memorials is this assertion challenged, and
it is obvious that if ]ger'zMajesty’s Government were to annul a measure seriously declared

i

* No. 31 in [C—8867]. o
1275 ‘ D2
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by the person who is in the best position to know to be essential to the continued solvency
of the Colony, the creditors of Newfoundland would not fail to fasten ou Her Majesty’s
Government responsibility for the consequences of their action.

20. As I have already said, the debts of the Colony have been incurred solely on the
credit of the Colony, and any step which would transfer responsibility for them in the
slightest degree to the Imperial Government would entail consequences which would not
be confined to Newfoundland, and which Her Majesty’s Government would not under any
circumstances be justified in contemplating. '

21. The considerations which preclude me from advising Her Majesty to disallow
the Act upply equally to the alternative request, that I should defer tendering advice to
Her Majesty in regard to it until the people of the Colony have had an opportunity of
expressing their views upon the measure.

22. The Act is already in force, and the Contract to which it gives effect has been
in part already performed, and the continuing obligation of the Contractor would not be
suspended until Her Majesty’s pleasure was finally declared. It remains in full force
till the Act is disallowed or repealed. It would be unjust therefore to the Contractor,
and would only add to the alrcady henvy liabilities of the Colony, to accede to the
prayers of the petitions.

23. The question of the propriety of a dissolution is not one upon which I can
advise ; it is entirelv a matter for the Governor and his advisers.

24. While I am unable to advise Her Majesty to grant the prayer of the petitions,
this decision must not be understood as an expression of opinion on the merits of the
Contract, or on the action of the Government and the Legislature in connection with it.
My opinion on these points has already been made known to the inhabitants of New-
foundland by the publication of my despatch of the 23rd March,* in which I commented
on the extraordinary and unparalleled character of the Coutract, and the serious
consequences which may result from it.

25. My action has throughout been governed solely by constitutional principles, on
which I um bound to act, and I think it desirable that it should he made quite clear that,
in accepting the privilege of self-government, the Colony has accepted the full responsi-
bilities inseparable from that privilege. and that if the machinery it has provided for the
work of legislution and administration has proved defective, or the persons to whom it has
entrustea its destinies have failed to.discharge their trust, they cannot look to Her
Majesty’s Government to supplement or remedy these defects, or to judge between them
and their duly chosen representatives.

26. T have to request that vou will publish this despatch for the information of those
who have signed the petitions.

' I have, &c.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 24.
Mgr. CHAMBERLAIN to Govervor Siz H. H. MURRAY.
SIR, Downing Street, December 5, 1898.

I mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 7th ult.,
and of your contidential despatch of the 9th ult.,} reporting the circumstances in which
you called upon Mr. Morine to resign all the offices held by him under the Crown, except
that of Queen’s Counsel. :

I have, &c.,
J. CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 25.

COLOXTAL OFFICE to Sz F. EVANS.

Srr, Downing Street, December 3, 1898,
' I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to acknowledge the receipt of your

letters of the. 7th and 23rd ultimo,{ forwarding a memorandum from the Citizen’s =~
Committee of St. John’s, Newfoundland, which you endorse, with observations of your

own, on the subject of the Act passed by the Legislature of Newfoundland to give effect - B
to the Contract made by the Government of the Colony with Mr. Reid for the sale of the
railway system, and other matters. S S

* No. 26 in [C—8867]. , t Nos. 14 and 17. 1 Nos. 15 and 20.
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2. I am to state in reply that Mr. Chamberlain has given careful consideration to
the whole question, but in a matter where the Ministers of a self-governing Colony have
stated that the financial stability of the Colony depends -on the Contract for which they
are responsible, Her Majesty’s Government could not intervene ‘without entailing on the
Imperial Government responsibility for any financial difficulties into which the Colony
might fall in consequence, and you will readily understand that this is a liability
which Her Majesty’s Government could not undertake.

3. The bondholders whom you represent have advanced their money solely on the
credit of the Colony, and it is to those responsible for the management of its finances that
they must look for the protection of their interests.

4. For this reason and others which have been set forth in a despatch* which
Mr. Chamberlain has addressed to the Governor in reply to the petitions from the
Colony, he is unable to advise Her Majesty to interfere w%th the operation of the Act.

am, &c.
' H. BERTRAM COX.

No. 26.
Govervor Stk H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 6, 1898.)
[dnswered by No. 30.]

Government House, St. John's,
- November 24, 1898.
I have the honour to forward to you Petitions against the Railway Contract Act,
1898, as stated below.

SIr,

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.
* By whom sent. Locality from which sent.
Mr. A.le C. Berteau ... ..« | St. Barbe District.t
. .. | St. John’s East.}
. ... | Herring Neck, District of Twillingate.}
Mr. P. F. James ee e we e | Spaniard’s Bay, District of Harbour Grace.}
Dr. Tait ... ... | St. John’s East.}
v eue ..« | Great Burin.}
g e ..« | Burgeo.}
vy e .+ | Petites.}
sy one ..« | Channell.}
sy e .- | Caplin Bay.}
9 e ... | Tilt Cove Mine.}
v e ... | English Harbour.}
sy ees . . ..« | Bay Bulls.}
gy e wo " ees | Witless Bay.}
3w e ..« | Ferryland.}
sy e . ..« | Greenspond.i
vy e ... | Placentia Bay.}
5y eee ... | Ladle Cove.}
vy ees ..« | Hants Hatbour.}
9 ses e .. | St. Barbe.t
5y e ... | Freshwater, Redlands and Black Head.t
9 ees ... | Harbour Grace.t -
9 e - oe «-« | Topsail.}
gy e e lese e +« | New Perlican.}
2w e e e -« | St. John’s West.}
ey e ee e wee e 7o | St.John’s Eastd .
Mr. E. M. Jackman * ... . ... .. .| ‘Maddoek’s Coveld
’ " ee - ees -+’ | Petty Harbour.i -
S *No.23. e

t ‘1dentic with that in ‘Enclosuf'e 2 in No. ... -
+ . 1 Identic with that from the District of Twillingat

e (soep.8). | . .

A




30

No. 27. .
Governor Sik H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 6, 1898.)
[Answered by No. 30.]

Government House, St. John's,
SIR, November 24, 1898.

I have the honour to transmit herewith, for your information, a letter, marked ¢ A"
from the Citizens’ Committee of St. John's on the subject of the position held by
Mr. Morine—lately Receiver General of the Colony—as the legal adviser of Mr. Reid, the
Contractor, at the time that he took such a leading part in procuring in the late Session
of Parliament the adoption by the Legislature of the Railway, &c., Contract.

2. I also transmit a letter of the same date, marked * B,” from the same Committee
pointing out that the petitions which have been forwarded by me to you have been largely
signed by the Clergy and the leading business men at the several out-ports, irrespective
of party politics, and that farther petitions against the Contract, which they believe will
be also largely and influentially signed, will be sent to me for transmission to you by the
next mail.

’ I have, &c.,

H. MURRAY,

Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No. 27.

A.

St. John's, Newfoundland,
SiR, November 24, 1898.

On behalf of the Citizens’ Committee of St. John’s, we beg leave to direct your
attention to the following facts affecting the Bill known as the Newfoundland Railway
Act, in addition to those contained in the memorandum of legal objections recently
submitted by us, viz :— :

That the principal advocate of the Railway Rill in the House of Assembly and the
only member upon the Government side who spoke in its favour, with the exception of
the introducer of the measure, was the then Minister of Finance, who at the time held,
without the knowledge of the Legislature, the position of general legal adviser to
Mr. R. G. Reid, and that the said Minister was mainly instrumental in procuring the
adoption of the measure by the House.

That the practice of any member of the Legislature, especially a Minister hoiding
office under the Crown, bringing forward, promoting or advocating and voting for any
measure or proceeding in Parliament in the interest of those with whom he has
professional relations is contrary to parliamentary usage and public policy and we
respectfully submit that the fact that this measure was procured by such means is an
additional reason why it should be disallowed.

That this measure was introduced wholly in the interest of Mr. Reid.

That he was at the time under a Contract which compelled him to operate the
railway system, with the exception of the line from St. John's to Harbour Grace and some
small uncompleted branch lines, for a further period of seven years, and that he had, a
short time previous to the introduction of the Bill, made an ofter to the Government to.
undertake the operation of the line from St. John’s to Harbour Grace and to pay therefor
an annual rental of $15,000. -

That the security which the Colony had for his faithful performance of the operating'

contract made by him with the Government lay in the fact that the consideration to be ™ .

received by him upnder the Contract was land concessions to be taken along the line of '
railway, and that these lands could, for the most part, only be availed of or utilised by
him by means of the railway. ’ o

That the present Contract, as pointed out in the memorandum previously submitted ..

by us, provides Mr. Reid with the means of divesting himself of the ownership of the
lands adjacent to the railway and enables him to take his land concessions in localities '~

accessible without the aid of the railway, and so deprives the Colony of the only security.
it previously had for the operation of the railway system by Mr. Reid or his assigns. ‘
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That in order to secure the adoption of the measure by the Legislature the then
Minister of Finance availed of his official position as Finance Minister to make a financial
statement to the House in the course of his argument in support of the Bill and previous
to the introduction of his budget, to the effect that the money consideration to be received
from Mr. Reid under the Contract was immediately necessary to pay off certain debentures
which had become payable, whereas in fact payment of the said debentures could have
been provided without difficulty under the Act of the Legislature passed for that purpose.

For the foregoing reasons, and for the reasoms set forth in the memorandum
forwarded by us, we humbly pray that the Bill entitied the Newfoundland Railway Act
be disallowed or be referred to the electorate in order to obtain a pronouncement thereon
with a view to the subsequent disallowance of the Bill by Her Majesty’s Government.

J. D. Ryan, .
Chairman.
L. H. MiLLER,
Secretary.
To the Right Honourable
Her Majesty’s Secretary of ‘State for the Colonies.
Enclosure 2 in No. 27.
B,
St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Your ExcELLENCY, November 24, 1898.

Ox behalf of the Citizens’ Committee of St. John’s, we beg to request that you
will transmit to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies the enclosed
communication from the Committee relative to the advocacy of the Railway Bill in the
Legislature by Mr. Reid’s solicitor, and setting forth further reasons, in addition to those
contained in the memorandum of legal objections previously forwarded, against the
allowance of the Railway Bill.

We would take this occasion to point out to Your Excellency that the Petitions
already sent in aguinst the ratification of the Railway Bill, containing signatures to the
number of about seventeen thousand, are from the principal towns in the colony as well as
frcm the outport constituencies and have been largely signed by the clergy and other
professional men as well as by the planters and persons engaged in the trade and fisheries
of the country, irrespective of party politics. The Committee expect, before the next
fortnightly mail leaves for England, to have the honour of forwarding to Your Excellency
Petitions from extern districts, having three thousand signatures attached to them.
Besides the Petitions referred to by us, we beg to acquaint Your Excellency that others
are at present being signed in various parts of the country.

. We hgve, &e.,
' J. D. Rran,
Chairman.
L. H. MiLLeR, .
Secretary.
His Excellency Sir H. H. Murray, K.C.B.

No. 28.
Governor Siz H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 6, 1898.) S
 [Answered by No. 30.] e
| ' 'Government House, St. John's, .
o .7 7 November 25, 1898. -
. I mave forwarded in my despatch of the 24th instant,* for your information, further -
Petitions from Electoral Districts in this Colony, praying that Her Majesty will suspend
her approval of the Act which embodies th: Railroad, &c., Contract of the present year.

SIR,

R

* No. 27.
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2. I have not hitherto expressed any opinion on the subject when forwarding the
1’et1tn,m~ as I all along considered that their value must depend on the number of
sign:xtures which they ml«jht collectively contain in relation to the number of the
Elcctorutu

. The number of signatures has, however, now reached a point at which you may
'\pect from me some expression of opinion on the merits of the case.

4. The signatures to the Petitions which I have forwarded since the end of August,
without including those which resulted from the first public meeting held in St. J ohn's
on the subject (z'zr/e enclosure to my despatch of 19th August 1896*), amount now to
16,280, and T am informed that further Petitions from the out- -ports are still in course of
signature. The wide apart and straggling nature of the settlements on the Coast will
account for the delay in sending forward the Petitions, as well as the fact that several
thousands of the Electors have only just returned from the fishery in Labrador. I think
it would he a safe estimate that out of the 18,000 persons who on an average go up
annnally to Labrador—if women and men under 21 years of age are deducted—that at
least 13,000 would be voters who have only lately returned to their homes.

5. Doubtless, the large number of “ marks” in place of signatures has not escaped
observation—an unsatisfac tm-v sign of the illiterate condition of a large proportion of the
population in a Colony in which such I rge sums have now for some 93 years been spent
on the education of the people—but that fact bears no stronger on the question now at
issue than it does on the general capacity at present of the popuhtmn for the advantages
of Representative Government, and I have no ground for stating that the signatures and
marks are other than genuine.

6. The facts therefore remain to be considered, that out of an electorate of 49,000
registered voters, 16.280 have, up to this date, signed "the Petitions against the Contract
and that of the 49,000 voters, only 36,490 recorded their votes at the General Election

of 18‘)1

The purport of the Petitions is practically the same—though the form may vary.
Tt is that a Contract which so deeply affects, immediately and in perpetuity, the future
of the Colony, may not be finally sanctioned until it has béen submitted for the considera-

tion of the LElectorate.

8. The number and value of the signatures to the Petitions may perhaps be best
appraised if the population of the Colony is divided into two parts :—

Part 1, containing the electoral divisions covering the coast from Cape Race to
Port-au- L.xsque and thence along the Treaty Shore to pre St John.

Part 2, containing the electoral divisions from Cape Race northward to Cape St. John.
The result is as follows :—

_ , Population Census, ! No. of\EIectors, No. who voted at | No. of signatures up
‘, 1891, : 1897-98. ;Geneml Llection, /7.1 to present date.
l : |
Part 1 ... 55,177 14,417 10,488 3,284
|
Pat2 .. M2,757 34,497 26,002 12,675
i

Add Labrador Petition 321
16,280

L _————

In Part 1 there are 11 seats. In Part 2 there are 25 seats.

The enclosed table gives in detail the information here stated generally.

The only remark I have to make on that table, which is an analysis of the
]’etltums up to date, is this: The proportion of the electors who exercised the franchise
in the last General Election, viz., $ths. is probably the normal number in General Elections
hoth here and elsewhere, and consu]el ing the scattered nature of the- popuhtlon in thlS
Colony, it seems to me rather a high average. :

* No. 1.
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From the figures in the table it would seem that whereas in the more thickly popu-
Inted districts set out in Part 2, the number of the petitioners, taken up to date as sent to
me, represent nearly half the normal number of voters; in the more thinly populated
districts, set out in Part 2, they at present represent less than one-third.

I omit from this calculation the Petition forwarded in my despatch of the 19th August
last,* as I have no record of the number of signatures attached to it, which I am told were
nearly 800. :

, 10. A consideration of the figures represented by the number of the signatures has
led me to the opinion that it is advisable, if possible, that before the ¢ final” stageis
reached by Her Majesty’s assent to the Act, the electorate should be given an opportunity
of expressing their approval or disapproval of the Contract. T am aware of the expense
to which the Colony would be put by a dissolution so soon after the General Election of
last autumn : but that to my mind is not the most important factor in the case. I think
that the far-reaching and at the same time very varied and complicated nature of the
Contract is in itself a reason why it should be submitted to the deliberate consideration
of the Colony. ‘ )

- The.mode in which it was passed through a Legislature new to its work, the more
than dubious position occupied by the Minister who had the chief hand in so rushing the
Act, the doubtful accuracy of some statements made by him in order to influence the

- Legislature, will long be well remembered ; and I cannot -but think that the political
tuture of a Colonyin which party government prevails will, in its early and late condition,
be dangerously embittered if it can be said, as it undoubtedly will be said, in the absence
of any dissolution, that all the valuable assets of the Colony were sold to a contractor by
the government of the day, not only without any authority from the electorate, but in
opposition to the strongest opinions publicly expressed in hostility even to the former
Contract of 1893 by the man who was foremost in rushing the new one. Nor will it be
forgotten, if the Act is sanctioned without an appeal to the electorate, that the Legislature
of the day sold, without notice to the electors, almost all the assets of the Colony, but
left most of the debt out of the proceeds of which those assets had been created a per-
manent weight round the neck of the Colony.

- 11. Tt seems to me sufficient for the moment to view the question from the stand-
point of a self-dependent Colony, but if it is viewed with relation to confederation with
the Dominion of Canada, it has to be borne in mind that in' consideration of the value of
the railway—the mines and lands which are to such a large extent alienated under the
Contract-—Canada was prepared in 1893 to grant in perpetuity -$150,000 a year in
aid of the local administration of Newfoundland as one of its provinces.

12. In arriving at this conclusion—though personally thinking that the Contract is
most mischievous,—I by no means express, or am able to form, any opinion whether the
Electorate, if consulted, will approve or disgpprove of the Contract. Many influences
will be at work, and in a colony such as this I should venture on no opinion, except
that I think the educated minds of the Colony are mostly opposed to it. I am, however,
fortified in the conclusion at which I have arrived by the fact that my Ministers, in the
Minute of Council dated 2nd of March last (see printed correspondence, C—8867,
page 20), urged upon you that “as the power of disallowance protected all interests,
their conduct of legislation should not be interrupted in infermediate stages,” thus
anticipating, as it were, the possibility of, at least, the suspension of the Royal Assent
until some kind of action had taken place. ' :

13. It may be that there is no precedent for the course which I have submitted as
wdivisable, but the circumstances attending the making of the Contract and its passage
through the Legislature were so exceptional, and, in some respects, so peculiar, that it
appears to me to be a case in which unusual action would be justified even at the risk of
creating a precedent. . : '
Cmo o - Ibhave, &c.,

‘ | H. MURRAY,

. Governor.

* No. 1.
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Enclosure in No. 28.

Part I.—-Containing the Electoral Divisions along the southern shore from Cape Race
westwards and the Treaty Shore to Cape St. John.

‘ No. of
- . No. of No. voted .
Seats. District. Population. : Signatures

P Voters. in 1897, to date.
3 Placentia ... 12,801 3,515 2,753 1,067
2 Burin . v . e 9,059 2,329 1,688 248
1 Fortune 7,671 1,953 1,254 159
1 St. Barbe ... 6,690 1,654 966 195
1 Si. George's ... 6,632 1,844 1,375 217
1 Burgeo 6,471 1,537 1,075 648
2 Ferryland ... 5,853 1,585 1,377 690
11 59,177 14,417 10,488 3,284

Part IL.—Containing the Electoral Divisions from Cape Race northwards to
Cape St. John,

[
No. of
L . No. of No. voted .
Seats. District. Population. T . MG Signatures
Voters. in ‘1b97. to date.
3 St. John'’s East ... e} 20,776 4,611 3,633 3,137
3 St. John'’s West ... 15,251 3,871 3,174 2,395
3 Trinity Bay ... .| 18,872 4,733 3,734 1,142
3 Bonavista ... v | 17,849 4,809 3,345 527
3 Twillingate ... e | 16,780 4,336 3,423 1,858
3 Harbour Grace 13,881 2,946 2,239 1,256
2 Bay de Verde 9,708 1,763 1,183 675
2 Harbour Main 9,139 2,345 1,754 1,042
1 Port de Grave 7,986 1,872 1,295 356
1 Fogo ... 6,700 1,763 1,183 287
1 Carbonear ... 5,765 1,448 1,039 —
25 142,757 34,497 26,002 12,675

NoTE.—To the above totals must be added 321, the number of signatures attached to a petition,
already forwarded, from a few of the fishermen of the Colony when on Labrador last summer,

. No. 29.
Govervor Stz H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received 7.15 p.m., December 7, 1898.)
TELEGRAM.
[Answered by No. 30.]

Ay requested by Committee of Citizens to advise you by telegraph that petitions
signed by over 1,800 electors against Railway Contract went by mail of yesterday ; that
other petitions signed already make total amount of signatures exceed 20,000, and that
petitions from out-harbours are still being signed. ~ S

No. 30.
- Mr. CHAMBERLAIN to Governor Siz H. H. MURRAY. )
gillgov- Sig, T ~_ Downing Street, December 16, 1898.
25 Nov. I nmave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches* as noted in the

‘Telegram, mMmargin, relating to the Railway Contract Act, and the petitions for its disallowance.
7 Dec. —

* Nos. 26, 27, 28 and 29.
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2. I can only refer you to my despatch of the 5th instant,* which fully explained
my views on this subject. Those views are not modified by the considerations which are
set forth in your despatch of the 25th ultimo.}

I have, &ec.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 31.
Govervor Sir H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 19, 1898.)
[Acknowledged December 21, 1898.]

' Government House, St. John’s,
SIR, December 6, 1898.
I wave the honour to forward herewith to you petitions against the Railway
Contract Act, 1898, as noted below.
I have, &ec.,
H. MURRAY,

Governor.
By whom sent. From what locality.
| o B o
Mr. A. le C. Berteau ... ... | Herring Neck, Twillingate District.}
» ... | Belloram, Fortune Bay District.§
” ... | North River, Port-de-Grave District.§
Dr. J. 8. Tait ... ... | King’s Cove, Bonavista Bay.|
’ ... | Knight's Cove and Stock Cove, Bonavista Bay.§
" .. | Moreton’s Harbour, Twillingate.}
' eee . | Petty Harbour, St. John’s West.}
” ... | Alexander Bay, Bonavista Bay.}
” ... | Portugal Cove and Biscay Bay, Placentia.}
s .-« | Spaniard’s Bay, Harbour Grace.}
” ... | Seal Cove, Trinity Bay.}
» ... | Burin and Mortier Bay, Burin.§
» ... | Lord’s Cove, Burin.}
v ... | St. John's West.}
’ ... | Push Through, Fortune Bay.}
» .« | St. John’s East.}
’ ... | St. John's West.{
» ... | St. John’s East.}
» ... | St. John’s East.}
TOt&l—MI‘. Bertea:u ‘ sen see esa s e (X X] ese 246

Dr. Tait ... ee . 1,593
1,839

Numbers to date by Despatch of 25th November, 18989 ... ~ 16,280
British Hall Petition, said to be 800, but no record here ... 800

S —

. TOtal Sig’natureﬂ to date “er ‘ o@o. ses vee © ese 18,919

* No.23.© 1 No.28. 1 Identic with that from the District of Twillingate (see p. 8). -
§ Identic with that in Enclosure 2 in No. 1. - | Identic with Enclosure in No. 5 T Noj28.

1275
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No. 32.
Governor Sir H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 23, 1898.)
[Acknowledged, December 29, 1898.]

SIR, Government House, St. John’s, December 10, 1898.
I 5AVE the honour to herewith enclose, for your information, an extract from the
“ Evening Telegram ” of the 5th instant, in which will be found a copy of a letter written
by Mr. E. M. Jackman to Mr. Reid, setting forth the objections the former bas to the
Railway Contract of 1898. ) .
2. The facts as stated are, in my opinion, with one or two exceptions, correct.
The cost of the Harbour Grace Railway is put at $2,000,000.

The direct line was purchased for - - $1,625,000
And the cost of making the branch to Placentia was - 525,000
Total - - - $2,150,000

3. I enclose a copy of the offer made in 1896 to the Whiteway Government by the
Contractor. He did, as stated, offer to lease the Harbour Grace line for $15,000 a year,
but he was to receive for mail service on it $7,200 a year; the net rental was therefore
$7,800.

4. His land grants for working this line without paying any rent will be 275,000,
and not 250,000 acres as stated.

5. I consider that the statement is erroneous where it is said that the Contractor
will be paid in annual subsidy over one-tenth of the present revenue; the amount is
about one-twelfth. )

6. The cost of the stations and the terminal wharf was estimated by Mr. Bond at
the Ottawa Conference in 1895 to exceed $500,000, though it is true that they will be
built on a line which the contract of 1898 has practically sold to Mr. Reid; the obliga-
tion to build them exists under the 35th Section of the Operating Contract of 1893.

7. Subject to these observations, the letter seems to me to state concisely some of
the leading objections to the contract of 1898.

I have, &c.,
H. MURRAY,
Governor.

Enclosure 1 in No. 32.
“ EveninG TELEGRAM,” December 5, 1898.
SeconD OPEN LETTER. |
From MRr. E. M. Jackman 10 Mr. R. G. REIp.
“ GoLp GLITTERS MosT WHERE HONOUR CEASES TO SHINE.”

Sr,—The sixth objection to the Contract is based on the shameful sacrifice of the
Harbor Grace Railway. This Railway was a paying concern, an asset complete in
itself ; its earnings for the past four years averaged $%3,000 per annum. It was pur-
chased from Sir Francis Evans for one million six hundred and twenty five thousand -
dollars. The Government paid you over three hundred thousand dollars for building its
branch lines. The Harbor Grace Railway cost.the taxpayers of the Colony two million
dollars. Under the Contract of *93 you had to operate the Railway from Whitbourne .
to Port aux Basques for ten years free of charge to the Colony. = You wanted to secure
the Harbour Grace Railway for T o -

THE PURPOSE OF CONTROLLING,

and managing, the whole Railway System. You made an offer in writing to the late
Government before they went out of office to lease the Harbor Grace Railway and pay a
rental of fifteen thousand dollars per annum. Under the Contract, or “sacrifice,” of
‘98 you were made a present of this valuable paying railway for ever and for nothing;.
and, as the Act says, the branch of the said railway now in course of construction from
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Brigus Junction to Clarke’s Beach ; thence to or near Tilton; also, the extension of said
Railway now in course of construction from Harbor Grace to Carbonear. In connection
with this magnificent gift presented to you by the Legislature of last session for nothing,
we see your desire to drive an unscrupulous bargain, as the following proposals will
prove. After this valuable road becomes your private property for ever, you say to the
‘Government,

I 'WANT TO IMPROVE

my Railway by building a branch line into St. John’s West. They vote you one hundred
thousand dollars for that purpose. Then you say the road needs to be re-railed from
Whitbourne to Topsail. They vote you another one hundred thousand dollars to re-rail
your own line. Is that all? Oh, no! They deliberately vote you over 250,000 acres
of land for operating a dividend-paying Railroad,—a Railroad that you previously
-offered to operate, without any land subsidy, and pay a rental of

FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS

per annum. Besides these concessions, they vote you the Municipal Basin and Marine
Promenade for ever and for nothing. You wanted Water Street paved with granite to
suit your Electric Railway. They vote you one hundred and forty thousand dollars
for that purpose, without competition, or the consent, or approval of the Municipal
Council, or the taxpayers of this city. Is that all? No, sir! The most barefaced
public scandal has to be exposed in connection with

THIS “ UNPARALLELED SACRIFICE,”

and I wish to direct the attention of the public to it. It has now leaked out that the
Colony has to build all the railroad stations along the line. It was thought that you had
to build these stations, because in common decency, hongsty, and honor the people should
not be called upon to build stations for your private Railroad. But we know now that
outside the stations in St. John’s the Government is to build all the stations, and pay for
them out of the public funds of the Colony. At present the Government is building for
you the following stations—Brigus, Brigus Junction, Carbonear, Clarenceville, and
Bishop’s Falls. After you submitted

PLANS AND ESTIMATES

for these stations, some members of the Executive said they were astonished at this
“preposterous claim.” These absurd concessions were forced through the Legislature on
the plea of necessity. “Necessity is the argument of tyrants, it is the creed of slaves.”
The marked characteristics of your Contract are monopoly, tyranny, sacrifice, and
slavery. It is monopoly, because, as Mr. Chamberlain says :—“The Contract will not
.even have the guarantee for efficiency and imi)rovement afforded by competition,” and
because you own and control the most valued franchises of the people, and also because
‘the exemption from all obligations on

YOUR LAND CONCESSIONS

give you a decided advantage over your competitors. For instance, if any other citizen
had mineral claims extending 10 square miles, he would have to spend $60,000 on the
property before he could get a complete title. You may have the next claim the same
size, and have an indefeasible title without spending a single dollar to improve the
property. It is tyranny because your standing solicitor, Mr. Morine, used his position
as Finance Minister, before the budget was tabled, to tyrannize and intimidate the
Legislature by stating that the Colony could not meet its obligations on the 30th Jume.
The Governor, in his despatch to Mr. Chamberlain, says :—* I have little doubt that it
was the knowledge of | A |

© THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS

which enabled the Contractor to pr,és's‘ upon. the Government ‘ter‘ms"sd much ha,rderon L

the Colony.” It is now admitted by men of all shades of political opinion" that your ':

solicitor’s statement was a huge bluff to intimidate the ‘Legislature. - It is a sacrifice |

because the Colony has sold its assets, its lands, its franchises, for léss than the value of
a first-class passenger steamer. If the Colony was in difficulties to-morrow we would . . .
-stand before the financial world with a huge public debt of nearly -twenty million -

-
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dollars, without any “ substantial ™ assets. When we were in difficulties in 1895 we
had our railroad, dock, telegraphs, &e.; these assets fairly represented our public debt,
and on thesc assets the Dominion of Canada

OFFERED TO ASSUME $10,350,000

of our debt, besides offering an annual subsidy which capitalized would give $3,750,000
for our Crown Land Fees. These lands would be held in trust by the Government for
the people. Now we have made a present of these assets and lands to you for less than
one million dollars, we stand before the world beggared and humiliated. And in the
words of Mr. Chamberlain’s telegram, March 2nd, “deprived of all assets.” The “Daily
News " valued your claim at $15,000,000. In other words, the organ of the Govgrmnent
admit that they gave you $15,000,000 for less than $1,000,000. Your advertisements
furnish us with further proof of this sacrifice. If you can get $2,900,00Q subscribed for
the pulp areas of Grand Lake and $1,500,000 for.a couple of pyrites claims, what must
be the value of the whole contract, including the control and ownership of the telegraphs,
and the subsidized monopoly of the carrying trade of the Colony, by sea and land? You
are paid in annual subsidies over one-tenth of the present revenue, and the taxpayers
will have to support your gigantic monopoly at the rate of three thousand dollars per
weck for the next thirty years. On the second of March Mr. Chamberlain telegraphed
the danger to the Executive in the following words :—* The additional annual charge of
$170,000, besides deprivation of all assets, 1s a very serious thing for a Colony so heavily
burdened.” It was no use. “The die was cast,” and the “ business principles of Tup-
perism ” triumphed over those who were “ too green to burn.” 1t is slavery because it
binds future generations to pay a tribute or tax of not less than one dollar per ton on
coal for ever. This tax on children unborn is not British fair play. There is not in
English history such a degrading parallel. It means that our children must wear this
badge of slavery because their fathers were foolish enough to discover a coal mine and
then make a present of it to R. G. Reid. The slaves of the Southern States, or even the-
children of the convicts of Siberia were never asked to submit to such an indignity. No.

NOT EVEN FOR THE CZAR OF RUSSIA.

They took good care to tax coal in the interest of your mines, but did they stipulate that
the miner was to get not less than a dollar per day for his labor? No, this Contract was
forced down the throats of the members of both branches of our Legislature, like a
horse doctor would give medicine to a sick beast. You drove a hard and humiliating
bargain with the Government. It was said of a fellow-countryman of yours that he-
kept the Sabbath, and everything else he could lay hands on. You kept everything you
had under the Contract of 93, and you took everything you could lay hands on under the-
Contract of 98. I am opposing the Contract,

NOT THE CONTRACTOR INDIVIDUALLY.

This Contract (outside of its blemishes) is an evidence of your faith in the country and
its future. The faith you have in the energy, enterprise, and industry of your sons, is

a proof of your intention to link your fortunes with our people. It is a pity that a
contract involving such large interests should have been forced through the Legislature-
without the consent of the people. If you had a fair, honest, and equitable contract—-
“broad based upon the people’s will>—you would receive the moral support of the ..
people in your gigantic enterprise. The people feel that your contract was carried in
the same disgraccful manner -that Confederation was carried in Nova Scotia. ‘The: .’
Anglo-Saxon and Celtic races always resent the purchase and sale of ‘

THEIR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES.

A blow was struck against popular freedom on the floors of the Assembly when your

solicitor domineered, and voted, in favor of a Contract specially drawn in your interest. -
It would take the pen of a Dickens to fittingly describe the scene, when your solicitor:
rose, with tears in his eyes, aud uplifted hand, said: “I speak reverently to night when -
I say that there are homes in this city without a crust of bread, and if this Contract -
does not go ‘through the young men must go to the Crow’s Nest Pass to die of Black.
Diphtheria.” I can imagine you mentally congratulating your solicitor when he says in
his speech, “ We do business in a business-like way.” When you read the peroratio:
where he dictated his now famous epitaph for his grave-stone you must have smiled anc
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said he has enough without begging a eulogy from a deceived people. If any apology is
necessary for this open letter, I plead the importance of the issue. The figures and quo-
tations used in this letter are taken from the correspondence on the Contract, published
by command of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria, and also from the report of our
delegates upon the subject of Confederatiod with Canada. I have opposed the Contract,
not because R. G. Reid was the contractor, but because I believe it is ruinous to the best
interests of my native land.
Respectfully yours,
"E. M. Jackman.
St. John’s, December 3, 1898.

Enclosure 2 in No. 32.

DEAR SIR, St. John’s, October 12, 1896.
I rEREBY offer to operate the road from St. John’s to Harbour Grace—provxd.lgg
the Government supply new rails of the same pattern as those used on the N.N. and W.
Railway—until August 1st, 1928, Ea,ying the Government therefor fifteen thousand
.dollars per annum, from the date of the commencement of actual operations, the Govern-
ment to pay to the contractor the sante mail subsidy as at present paid to the Newfound-
land Railway Company, and to grant to him all the rights and privileges that is now
enjoyed by the said Newfoundland Railway Company, and I will furthermore agree to
the extension of the operating contract on the N. N. and W. Railway and its branches,
to the same date as above, the Government to put six inches of extra ballast on said road
and its branches, and providing further that the Government grant me in fee simple five
thousand acres of land for each mile of railway operated—including the road from St.
John’s to Harbour Grace—the contractor taking over any lands tiat may have been
already granted to the Newfoundland Railway Company.
' Yours truly,

R.G. Rem.
Honourable Robert Bond, ,

Colonial Secretary.

No. 33.
Govervor Sz H. H. MURRAY to Mz. CHAMBERL AIN.
(Received December 23, 1898.)
[ Acknowledged January 4, 1899.]

Government House, St. John’s,
N December 13, 1898.
‘I Excrosk, for your information, an advertisement dated the 6th instant, under
which my Ministers are trying to raise a small loan in the Colony under the Act of last
session, cap, 10. - ~ S ‘ ‘ ‘ '
2. A large amount of debentures issued to Mr. Reid for building the railway have,
I believe, been taken up by the Bank of Montreal, and while the Syndicate in' London is
gradually placing these debentures on the market, it is probably not thought prudent to
attempt to float a new loan, however small, on that market. -~ -~ . o
3. T think it not unlikely that a small portion of these new 'debentures may be
taken up in the Colony, as they carry 4 per cent. interest. -~~~ = = 7 : ,
4, The necessity of raising money under the Act in question will be apparent from
the following statement ;= - 7 .o o e e
The expenditure within. the -financial year ending 30th' June, 1898, has, up to the' :
present date, been as follows :— B R N L L EE
On Governor’s Warrant... cee T eee eee o $1,660,495 0
i '646,225

S1r,

- Interest on-Debt eee ' eee eee aes R
Paying off 5% and 4% Debentures ... ... .. 157,000

S Totaltae . $2,468,720 0
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It will be seen on reference to section 1 of the Public Service Act, cap. 7, of last
session, that $77,023 ol the above expenditure is chargeable to the year 1896-97, but it.
has to be met out of the receipts—from revenue or otherwise—of the year 1897-98, and,
as the accounts of neither of these years will be subject to audit, the amount charged to-
the respective years is not very material.

5. The bond fide revenue of the year 1897-98 will not exceed $1,570,000.

On this estimate the deficiency on “Ways and Means” for the year would
be $893,720. )

But of this amount there are three large items which will be chargeable to-
loans, viz. :—

$180,000 for advances made for some of the purposes mentioned in the Act to-
which the enclosed advertisement refers. . ‘

$157,000 for advances made for the redemption of the 5 per cent and 4% per cent.
debentures.

There are two Acts dealing with the redemption of these debentures—

(A.) The redemption of Debentures Act of 1896, which authorises the-
issue of fresh debentures to the amount of $948,953 at 4 per cent to pay off
the debentures bearing the higher rate.

(B.) The Appropriation Act of last Session, cap. 10, section 1, which.
authorises their redemption out of the railway sale made under the 38th.
section of the contract of 1898. _

The first-named Act has not been put in force, and the $157,000 advanced out of’
the Treasury by the former and the present Government for the purpose in question has.
been repaid by the present Government out of the first instalment paid by Mr. Reid under-
the contract.

$100,000 which has been paid for right of way on the railway and for other-
railroad purposes, and which will be eventually met by debentures issuable:
from the railway loans.

The total of these three sums is $437,000, and if that amount is deducted from the:
$893,720, the amount of the disbursements made in excess’ of the Jond fide revenue, a.
deficiency is left amounting to $456,720. In aid of it the $360,000, the balance of the-
bond loan, which was on deposit in the Bank of Montreal, has been taken, which reduces
the deficiency to $96,000.

I think that this will be found to represent approximately the real condition of’
affairs.

6. The fact is, that every expenditure which could be charged upon the accounts of
the year 1897-98 has been so charged, without much regard to the date at which the:
expenditure was authorised ; but such a course is attended with some advantages :—

(1.) The Audit Act of last session did not come into operation until the 1st of July.
For the 10 previous years there has been no audit of the accounts of the
Colony. As to the new Act, it is an improvement on *none at all,” but it
is rachcally wrong in an important respect.

(2.) It can, and possibly will, be argued that the estimates for the year 1897-98
were framed by the preceding Ministry.

(3.) It was important to be able to show, in defence of the railway contract, that.
Mr. Morine, the late Receiver-General, was to some extent correct in his.
statement that the Colony could not meet its financial engagements on the
30th June last without the aid obtainable by the contract.

(4.) By throwing every charge which could be so thrown on to the account of the:
previous year it will, it is hoped, be able to be shewn that the revenue receipts
of the first six months of the current financial year will be sufficient to meet.
the expenditure incurred in it, including the interest on the debt due on.
the 31st December. ‘ : _y

If this can be shown it may be that assistance may be obtained from the:.

Bank of Montreal in floating the further debentures which must be put some-

how on the market, and in meeting the deficiency of $96,000 to which I have:
" referred. T
I have, &ec., = . -
- H. MURRAY,

Governor.. -
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Enclosure in No. 33.
¢ RoyarL GazerTe ”—6th December, 1898.
CONSOLIDATED STOCK.

Tue Minister of Finance gives notice that under the provisions of an Act passed
in the last session of the Legislature, entitled “ An Act to provide for the appropriation
of certain sums of money, and for other purposes,” he is authorized to raise by loan the
sum of Three hundred and forty-nine thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars and
thirty-two cents, upon debentures chargeable upon v and payable out of the public funds of
this Colony, bearing interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable half-yearly on
the first day of January and the first day of July in each year. Provided that it shall be
optional with the Government to pay off same after the expiration of twenty-five years
upon giving twelve months notice of such intention.

enders for above amount will be received at this Office until the 3lst day of
December, 1898.

The Tenders must express how many dollars will be given for every One hundred
dollars Stock.
W. J. S. DoxNELLY,
Acting Minister of Finance.
Minister of Finance Office,
St. John'’s, Newfoundland,
6th December, 1898.

No. 34.
Governor Siz H. H. MURRAY to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.
(Received December 23, 1898.)
[Acknowledged December 29, 1898.]

S1g, Government House, St. John’s, December 14, 1898.
I have the bonour to forward to you petitions against the Railway Contract Act as
noted below.

I have, &c.,
H M URRAY,
Governor
By whom sent. Locality Xt:rgm which sent.
Mr. A. le C. Berteau ... | Heart’s Content, Trinity District.*
do. ... | Turk's Cove, do.t
do. ‘ «s. | Musgrave Harbour, Fogo District.t
Mr. E. M. Jackman ... | Francois, Burgeo and La Poile Dmtnct'r
‘ do. «.. | Cul de Sae, : ‘
do. «.. | Lower Island and Caplm Coves, Bay de Verde
‘ District.t- ,
do. - <. | Harbour Grace.} . - ,
. do. ‘ .... | Whitbourne, Trinity sttnct T '
~do. . .. | Black Head, Bay de Verde sttnct‘l‘
do. > .| Burnt Islands, Burin District.t .
do. - .. [ Trepassey, Placentia and St. Mary s sttnct'r
do. = Catahna, Tnmty Dlstnct 1'

="

o Identic thh that in enclosure 2 in. No 1 ‘ e
-t Identic with that from the DlBtl‘lct of TW:llmgate (see p 8)
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" "Enelosure in No. 34.

"MEMORANDUM.

Total number of blgnatures to petitions forwarded up to date ‘
by despatch of the 6th December, 1898"" . 18919
- Total number now forwarded... vee wie . e - L1178

Total to 14th December - . 120,097 . |

==:

A farther table of the number of signatures by districts 1s en(,losed It pmctxcally
brings the one accompanying despatch of the 25th ) Novemberf up to the date of this
debpatch ;

PART 1.—CONTAINING THE ELECTORAL DIVISIONS ALONG THE SOUTHERN SHORE FROM CAPE gf
RACE WESTWARDS AND THE TREATY SHORE TO CAPE JOHN.

‘ No. of
' S . No. of No. voted .
Seats. District. Population. N . Signatures
Voters. in 1897. to date.
3 | Placentia o | 12,801 3,515 2,753 1,183
2 | Burin ... 9,059 2,329 1,688 494
1 | Fortune ... 7,677 1,953 1,254 : 270..
1 St. Barbe 6,690 1,654 966 195
1 St. George’s ... 6,632 1,844 1,375 277
1 | Burgeo ... 6,471 1:)37 1,075 710
2 | {Ferryland ... 5,853 1, 585 1,377 690
11 55,177 14,417 10,488 3,819
PART 2.—CONTAINING T'HE ELECTORAL DIVISIONS FROM CAPE RACE NORTHWARDS TO ﬂ‘
CAPE JOHN.
No. of . ;
Seats. District. Population. %}I gﬂeﬁ 1\13 fg:}?d Signatures
: : to date.
3 | St.John’s East... ... o .| 20,776 4,611 3,633 - 3,338
3 | St. John’s West 15,251 3,871 3,174 2,708
3 ! Trinity Bay ... .. | 18,872 4,733 3,734 1,746
3 | Bonavista 17,849 4,809 3,345 885
3 | Twillingate ... .. | 16,780 4,336 3,423 - 2,030
3 | Harbour Grace... 13,881 2,946 2,239 1,604
2 | Bay de Verde ... 9,708 1,763 "L,183° | 957 -
2 | tHarbour Main... 9,189 2,345 1,754 1,042
1 | Port de Grave ... 7,986 1,872 1,295 461
1 { Fogo ... 6,700 1,763 1,183 385
1 } iCarbonear ... 5,765 1,448 1,039 - -
25 142,757 34,497 ; .26,002\ 15,156

NOTE—To the above totals must be added 321, the number of mgnatures attached to a petxtxon=,
already forwarded, from a few of the ﬁshermen of the Colony when on; Labrador last summer
and mtlB%OO taken a8 the number on the petition from a public meetmg at St. John’s, the
is now 20,096. . \

.* No.3L "t No.28.
1 Districts marked thus have not gent in any further signatures emce
of 25th November, 1898.§- . - , .
§ No. 28.




thallenger, H.M.8. A Report on the Soientific Results of the voyage of, during the yeurs 1873-1876, under the
command of Captain George 5. Nares, R.N., F.R.8., and Captain Frank Turle Thomsen, R.N. Prepared under
the superintendence of the late Sir C, Wyville Thomson, Knt., F.R.8. ; and now of Sir John Murray, K.C.B.
Conmplete in Fifty Volumes, . Price 1014, 15s.

Record Office Publications i~ e
I. Carexpars. Imp.8vo. Cloth., Price 15¢. per vol. :—
ForeroN anp DoxEesric. Henry VIIL Letters and Papers of the Reign of. Vol XVI  1540-1541.

Price 15s.

CoroNIAL Ser1ES., Vol. XI. Americaand West Indies. 1581-1685. Price 15s,
Patent Roris. Edward T1. Vol II.  A.D. 1313-1317. Price 13s.
CLosg » Edward II1.  Vol. I1.  A.D. 1330-1333. Price 15s.

IT. Lists AND INDEXES. No.IX. List of Sheriffs for England and Wales. Price 9.

ITT1. Privy Couxcit oF ExGLAND.  ACT3 oF THE. New scries. Edited by J. R. Dagent, M.A.  Vol. XIV
A.D. 1586-1587. Vol. XV. 1587-1588. Vol. XVI. 1384, Vol. XVII. 154%-1580, Price 10s. cach

IV. CaronicLEs oF ExcrLann.—Royal 8ve. Half bound. Price 10s. per vol. :—
THE REp Book oF THE ExcueqQuer. Parts L. 1, and IIL.  Edited by Hubert Hall, F.5.A.

VI Scorrisi —
ExcneQueRr Rours oF Scotnann, Vol XVIIT. A.D. 1543-1556. Price 10s
STATE PAPERS RELATING TO SCOTLAND AND MARY QUEEN oF 8cots. 1547-1603. Vol. I, A.D. 1517-1563.

Price 15s.
VII. IRISH tm
ULsTER. Annalsof. Vol III. A.D.1379-1541. 640 pp. Price 10s.
Military:—
Axnyy. Pay, Appointment, Promotion, and Noun-effective Pay of the, Royal Warrant for. 1898, Price 1s.
ExNGINEERING. Mivitary. Xostruction in. Part V. Miscellaneous. Prico 14, 6d.
MosiLizaTioN ReguraTions. 1898, Price 4d.
N1I1LE, AND COUNTRY BETWEEN DoXGoLA, SUAKIM, KASSALA, AND OMDURMAN. Report on the. Price 43, 6d.
QUEEN'S REGUILATIONS AND ORDERS FOR THE ARMY. 1898, Price 15. 6d.
SToRes USED 1IN HER MAJesTY's SERVICE. Priced Vocabulary of. 1898, Price 5x.
SwoaN. Handbook of the., Part I.. Geographical. Part. IL., Historical, Price 2s.
ToroorarnY—MILITARY. Text Book of. Parts I. and IL Price 1s. 6d. each.
VoLunTeer Force. Regulations forthe, 1898, Price 1s.
Nawvali—
Trpe TasLes for British and Irish Ports, for 1899, Price 2s.
Geological :—
EasiBourNE. The Geology of the Country around. By Clement Reid, F.L.8., F.G.8. Price 6d.
- ¥'ravt, MoLp, axp RurHIN, The Geology of the Neighbourhoods of. Supplement to. By Aubrey Strahgn_, M.gﬁ.
Tice 2d.

Local Government Board :—

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY FOR THE BOROUGR oF CARNARVON., Report on the.
- Price 2d.
SANITARY CONDITION OF THE URBAN DisTRICT OF ALNWICK., Report on, and on Housing of the Workin

Classes therein. Price’
V acciNaTION, Royal Commission on. Index to Final Report. Price 94.
Home Office »— )
E xrLosIVES AcT 1875. Guide Book to the. Tenth Edition. Price 2s. 54.
Friendly Societies Registry Office. The Guide Book of the. 1899, Price 6d.

Emigrants’ Information Officey 31, Broadway, Westminster, S.W., viz. i

CoLonies, HANDBOOKS FOR. 8vo. Wrapper.
No. 1. Canada. 2. New South Wales. 3. Victoria. 4, South Australin. 5. Queensland. &. Western

Australia, 7. Tasmania. 8. New Zealand. 9. Cape Colony. 10. Natal. Price 1d. each

No. 11. Professional Handbook dealing with Professions in the Colonies. 12. Emigration Statutes and
General Handbook. Price 3d. each.

No. 13, (¥iz, Nos. 1 to 12 in cloth). ’ Price 25
CoxsurLaR REPORTS, SuMMARY OF. Amwerica, North and South. January 1898, - Price 2d.

INTENDING EMIGRANTS, INFORMATION FOR :-— Argentine Republio, price 2d. California, price 1d. Ceylon,
price 1d.  Maryland, price 1d. Newfoundiand, May 1897, price 1d. South African Republie, price 3d.
West Indies, price 6d. : .

Foreign Officer— ‘

Avwrica BY TrReaty. The map of. " By Sir Edward Hertslot, K.C.B. Three vols. Prics 81s. 6d.

CoumerciaL Treaties. (Hertslet’'s.) A complete collection of Treaties &o., &o., between Great Britain and Foreign
Powers so far as they relate to Commerce and Navigation, &c., &e. By Sir Edward Hertslet, K.C.B., &o, &c.
Vols. I to XX, (Vol. VL reprinting.) Price 15a, each.

STate PaPERS. British and:Foreign. Vol. 80. General Index (chronologically and alphabetically arran, esd4) a
to Vols. 65 to 79, (1878 to 1883.) Vol. 81.. 1888-1889. Vol 82. 1883-1890. Vol, 83. 1890-1891, Vof .
1891-1892. - Price 10s. each.

Board of Trade Journal, of Tariff and Trade Notices and Miscellaneous Commercial Information. Published
on the 15th of each Month. Price 6d. Index to Vols. 1 to 14, July 1886 to June 1893, And to Vola. XV, to
XX, July 1893 to June 1896. ' ‘ . Prioo 1s, 6d.

Kew, Royal Botanic Gardens:-Bulletins of Miscellaneous Information. Volume for 18u7. Price 3s.

h{outhlyparu, 1898, price 4d, - . g , S A
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NEWFOUNDLAND.

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TO Tilk

CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF THE GOVERNMENT

RAILWAY,

AND FOR OTHIER PURPOSES.

(In continuation of [C.—-8867] Muy 1898.)

Presented 1o boih Wouses of Pachiament by Sommandy of Wer Majesty.
J anuary 1‘3.99

L ==

LON DO.\I: -
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OI‘FlCE.
By DARLING & SON, LTp,, 1-3, Gnm'r ST 'THoMAS APOSTLE, E.C.

And to be purchaged, either dircctly or through any Bookscller, from
EYRE & bPOU‘IsWOODl« EAsST HARDING S'rmr'x' Fresr &TRLM, EC., and )
ABI\("DO\ STREET, WESTMINKTE n, SW.,
JOHN MF\IZILS & Co., 12, HAROVER STRELT, TDI\BURGH, and
90, WEsT NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; ; or
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN.
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