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lr, Chairman,

My delegation has listened with great interest to the
this draft convention and

;:mgents of those who have spoken on

dirr?ve been much impressed by the high quality of them. ~The

rlexigulties involved in drafting such a document, to make 1t

Sniti le enough to-meet the needs of people WhosS® traditions,

greatmi and legal systems are SO varied, must have been very

State ndeed, I should like to commend the Commission on the
us of Women for the exeellent work they have done,

Oonvent1While we are aware of the difficulties which the

aware fon presents for many countries, we are also very much

of maro' the need for such a convention. The effectiveness
extentrlage legislation is dependent to a very considerable

the ar SERS the social and economic conditions which exist in
. i it 15 %o be epplied, It is to be hoped thal
ang echention will help to bring about_the necessary social
marria%i?mic changes which will eventually mean the end of child
o

by vipt In my own country we have & federal system of government,
the fedue of which the legislative powers are divided between
he eral and prgvincial governments, As at least some of the
< rs deal with in this convention would appear to fall within
ableP§0Vlncial field of jurisdiction, Canada is therefore not
°°nsulg take any definite position until the provinces have been
Sve & ed, In these circumstances, the Canadian delegation will
¥oy o abstain in the voting on this convention, In doing SO,
2, the delogation wishes to stress that it considers that
convention has very worthy objectives, which Canada “heartily

®hdorses,

alwg In Canada, the consent to marriage of both parties has
Withgs been required, In the provinces & minimum age for marriage,
usual%t the consent of the parents or guardians, has been set,
by th v at 18, 1In exceptional circumstances, provision is made
m&rrie courts for the marriage of minors. Registration of

ages has been compulsory for many years in Canada,

Our Canadian woment's groups have been for many years keenly

i
nzerested in social legislation and are frequently in touch with
§°Vernment authorities on matters which are of direct concern
em, They have often been responsible for changes in legislation
(The have improved immeasurably the status of women in Canada.
;s kny Were instrumental in obtaining the right of women to vote) e
the ow from my own experience in the Canadian House of Commons that
¥ are very much in sympathy with the splendid objectives which

© embodied in this convention.



Committee representative of so many nations could have met ©0
consider this subject, The fact that we are able to do so nows
18, T suggest, indicative in 1tself of a very considerable steP

forward,

I shall not take up the time of the Committee to explail
the point of view of my delegation on the many amendments we ¢
have before us today. It is, T am sure, the objective of all ©
us to do what we can to broduce g clear, short and effective
document which can be widely accepted, There wil] obviously be

The acceptance of social legislation of this kind presed

without destroying its effeetiveness ag g legal to
meet the purposes for which it is intendeq, gTheggsgigmfgg gener?
considerations which will guide us when we come to consider the




