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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Trost members of the British Association who landed on our shores ten
days ago do not need to be told that, in the alternation of the seasons,
Canada is amply redeemed from the reproach of being uniformly the
snow-clad region which the imagination of Voltaire painted it. Whether
the beavers which the country contained, and in which, from the hatters’
point of view, an English wit professed to see its whole value, were worth
the heads which the acquisition cost, will never again be asked. It will be
safe for our visitors to trust what they see and feel, though some caution
way be necessary about accepting as gospel everything they hear. They
will not draw too sweeping conclusions, even about the weather, from the
experience of a few da,ys., much as individual comfort or the reverse
depends upon the indications of the thermometer, when it registers in the
nineties. They will hear much vouched for as the opinion of Canada ; though
they would find, if they remained long enough and travelled far enough,
by comparing what they hear in different places, that authorized inter-
preters of Canadian opinion are not easily found. To find people who will
undertake to tell what Canada thinks, and wills, and intends to do, on any
possible line which the future opens to her, is not difficult. But the
listener, if he move from one Province to another, will hear very different
things vouched for as the unalterable aim ‘and purpose of the country.
Without moving from any given spot within the four walls of a single
room our distinguished visitors may hear affirmed, with equal confidence,
the most contradictory views of what Canada wishes for, aspires after, and
will inevitably embrace. There are still to be found persons who believe,
or affect to believe, in the perpetuity of the nominal colonial dependence
at which we have arrived. They will tell you that the present state of
things will have no end ; that it is the most natural, the best, the happiest,
the safest possible. It is true the men whose faith is of this robust texture
are not a great majority, are not numerous in fact ; but on special holiday
occasions they make up in vehement assertions what they want in num-
bers. In the same room in which lingers this antique form of opinion,
discarded by the majority of Englishmen more than a century ago, every
variety of its opposite may be heard. In different parts of the country,
what passes on the spot for Canadian opinion takes on a great variety of
In Nova Scotia a stranger will often have occasion to doubt
He will be liable to hear Canada spoken

hues.
whether he is in Canada at all.

of as a somewhat distant country, which Nova Scotia has its own reasons
for not liking ; that the Province most loved that autonomy of which it
was bereft by Confederation, and that “ better terms ” have not healed the
sore inflicted by the violence of a forced union. Iu Manitoba, mutterings
of an ultimatum to be sent to the Federal Government may struggle for a
hearing amidst the rejoicings over a good harvest. The condemnation of
the duties on agricultural implements will be heard in tones loud enough
to recall the objections of the Southern States to a protective tariff half a
century ago. In Quebec the wind will be found to set not less strongly in
favour of Provincial autonomy. The advocacy of a protective tariff, heard
in Ontario and Quebec, finds no echo in the Maritime Provinces, Manitoba,
or British Columbia. The truth will at last dawn upon the mind of the
visitor that much of that which passes for what Canada thinks, believes,
feels, wishes for, and is resolved upon, is peculiar to the locality from
which it derives its colour, that it is local sentiment which is attempted to
be passed off as national. The truth ig this young confederation, composed
of hetrogeneous materials, has no great national smelting pot through which
to pass refractory populations and bring them all to a common consistency.
Provincial angularities remain ; the original rills of local feeling continue
to run in the old channels, some of which get broader and deeper; new
differences have been developed with the settlement of Manitoba and the
North-West ; localism is put in the place of patriotism. The situation is
aggravated by the representatives of Federation pursuing a course which
produces undue friction in the working of the governmental machinery ;
the Provinces are spurred into an acute sense of the assumed violation of
their rights, and the two authorities, local and federal, are very much in
the attitude of men who have put one another, with something of mutual
defiance, at arm’s length. In this state of things, to presume to interpret
authoritively Canadian opinion, as a whole, is an impossible task and a
vain pretence. Nevertheless, the members of the British Association who
are now in Canada will find a country, the study of whose capabilities and
resources is not unworthy of their regard.

WaATEVER through traffic across the continent it may be possible to
attract to the Canadian Pacific Railway, the directors of the company will
take means to secure. Mr. Van Horne has told the British Columbians
that steamers will be put on to connect the Pacific terminus of the road
with China and Japan. As the vessels will be the property of the railway
company, no second interest will be able to prevent the through rates being
put at competitive figures. In the absence of other controlling influences,
the bulk of this traffic will go to whichever company will undertake to
carry it on the best terms to the shippers. The policy of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, in this particular, is the only one that can bring
success. It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that a large part of
this traffic will be found to be easily attainable. The American trans-
continental lines, with the combinations they can make, may be relied upon
to make a desperate fight for the chief prize. American shipping, thanks
to the ruinous policy of left-handed protection, is at a low ebb, and no
signs of recovery are apparent. Over the Americans we shall have, in this
contest, one advantage, and they will have one advantage over us: we have
not debarred ourselves from buying steamers in any country and utilizing
them ; the Americans could not, under existing laws, naturalize a foreign
vessel of any description, if the life of their commerce depended upon it.”
But the American trade with China and Japan is relatively large; and the
greater part of this trade is almost certain to be distributed through the
agency of the Awmerican railways. The English trade with China and
Japan is the prize which the Canadian Pacific Railway may hope to share,
To be successful, the company must put through freights down to a com-
petitive figure which no rival can underbid. These rates, it is not improb-
able, will leave but little profit. But whatever may be the result of the
venture, an enterprise of such daring and magnitude will deserve success,

THE shipment of grey cottons from Canada to England is an incident
which has no significance beyond marking the necessity which exists for .
relieving a glut in the market. Canadian mills have manufactured more
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cotton than Canadians can buy ; and the experiment of a sacrifice market
has to be tried. It is always convenient, when it is possible, to relieve a
glut by shipping to a foreign country. For this purpose there have been
times when England found a convenient market in the United States; and
the United States, in turn, found such a market in Canada. Fifty or sixty
years ago, as well as at a more recent date, loud complaints were uttered
against the United States being made a dumping ground for the surplus
stocks of British manufactures; complaints which were often, but not
always, well founded. When the goods were consigned and sold by auction,
as they often were, there could be no mistake as to the nature of the trans-
action. But the day came when what the Americans had complained of
they were too glad to imitate. And now, all too soon, comes the turn of
Canada. Just now she wants a sacrifice market for cottons, the manufac-
ture of which, only three or four years ago, was exceptionally profitable.
It was these exceptional profits that did the mischief. Too many wished
to share them, and in the attempt they succeeded in preventing either
themselves or others making any profits at all in the business. Two mis-
takes that were made aggravated the effect of the accumulation. As nearly
all the products of the various mills found a common centre, the rising
excess was distinctly seen and ought to have been checked, instead of which
it was encouraged by advances on consignments for which there was no
consumptive demand. This first mistake was followed by another, when
the mill-owners found it impossible to contrive any better means of reducing
the surplus than a rise of prices, which, in solemn conclave, they decrced.
But the decree could not, as anyone not a mill-owner could have foretold,
be cxecuted. But the heavy decline of prices, which the large surplus
gtocks made inevitable, came. Then, for the first time in his life, the
Canadian cotton manufacturer discovered that a sacrifice market, of which
he had previously had a not unnatural horror, was a good thing, and might
even prove the plank of salvation.

Tue amiable philanthropists who would impose prohibition upon an
unwilling people as a panacea for all social ills would do well, in some
temperate interval, to read Mr. J. T. Agg-Gardner’s paper on “ Compul-
sory Temperance,” in the Fortnightly Review. The result of the forth-
coming fight upon the Scott Act in Halton will not necesarily represent
the views of the residents of that county, since, whilst every prohibitionist
may be counted upon to vote, a large number of opponents of the Scott
Act will prefer to run the risk of its passing rather than by cxpressing
public disapprobation of its intolerance bring upon their heads the vitu-
perations of the prohibition faction. So that, should a majority declare
against the re-enacting of that measure, it may bo safely predicted that
a large proportion of those affected object to its provisions ; whilst, should
it be re-enforced by anything less than an overwhelming majority it may
bo because many anti-teetotal voters will have abstained from registering
their opposing franchises. In the paper referred to it is shown that the
attompt to suppress drunkenness by Act of Parliament in Groat Britain
has been o conspicuous failure. Sunday closing, it is pointed out, is in
force in Seotland, Wales, and partially in Treland, In Scotland thoe arrests
for Sunday drunkenness in 1882 were at the rate of one in every 1,476 of
the population ; in England and Wales (the Iatter not at that date having
adopted Sunday closing), they were one in every 1,631. In England,
during the six years from 1877 to 1882 there was a decrease of convictions
for Sunday drunkenness of 5} per cent.; in Scotland there was an increase
of 10 per cent. So that the Forbes-Mackenzic Sunday Closing Act in the
latter country has been an inconvenience to the public, an injustice to the
publican, a profitless and ncedless infliction, In Ireland five cities were
exempted from tho conditions of the Irish Sunday Closing Aect, and a
curious result of that measure has been to increase the drunkenness of the
localities under its operation, and decrease the drunkenness in the exempted
cities. I[n Wales six months sufficed to convince such competent judges as
police inspectors, chairmen of quarter sessions, boards of guardians, minis-
ters of religion, that the Sunday closing of public houses merely substituted
the excessive drinking of shebeens and clubs for the moderate drinking of
public houses. Mr. Gardner quotes the opinion of Dean Stanley :—

The drunkenness of the upper claases in the last century penetrated a'l the higher
society of the land. But when, by a few resolute wills here and there now and then,
there was created a better and purer standard of morals in this respect, it perished as
if by an invisible blow. The whole of educated society has placed it under their ban,
and that ban was ratified in heaven. It is this same publie opinion which, if it oan
once be created in the humbler classes, will also be a3 powerful there. They also have,
if they will, the same power of retaining, that is of imprisoning, condemning, and ex-
terminating this deadly enemy; by this means alone will it disappear from them as it
has disappeared from the society of others who once were as completely enslaved.

And then concludes:-—“ On the other hand the friends of Local Option
and of Sunday closing and other kindred nostrums, ask us to bend to the
gust of passion, to abandon self-control, and to lean on the State for help

and guidance. It i not difficult to decide which of these two methods i8
most in accordance with the English character.”

TuE late gathering of U. E, Loyalists at Niagara, was distinguished'fOT
nothing so much as an overflow of froth. There was an implied threat in
one speech that, in a given eventuality, certain militia colonels would
appeal to the men under their command to oppose by force the decision of
the people of Canada and the Parliament of Great Britain.
sufficient to remind those who applauded the menace, if any there were,
that Canada is not Mexico, and that the placid contemplation of rcbellion
is not the beau ideal of loyalty.

Bex BuriEr throws stones, with fair show of impartiality, at both
Democrats and Republicans. His address on the presidential election is &
long speech, inculeating the duty of continually burning incense under the
nose of the workingman: a task which he abundantly fulfils himself. But
it is not difficult to see, through the smoke, that the central figure is intent
upon nothing so much as preparing to make the apotheosis of Ben Butler
But Butler gives everything to brawn and nothing to brain. ¢ All that
God vouchsafes to man,” he tells workingmen, “are yours in the sight of
high heaven.” TFor ¢ capitalists” and “ monopolists "—the latter he somo-
times finds in the most improbable places—he reserves great store of male-
diction. Through the favour of the Supreme Court, he will henceforth
enrich the workingman with an abundant supply of greenbacks, the currency
of the future. Without the least acknowledgment, the General steals
Blaine’s thunder about American control of the Panama Canal ; but he
will not be the richer for the larceny. Ben Butler's sharp cyes have
detected a ¢ British party in this country [the United States] who ape the
British aristocracy ” and “wear clothes that are imported.” Butler’s pro-
fessed aim is to hold the balance between the two parties now and achieve
complete success—eight years -hence. In a close contest a few votes may
turn tho scale either way. But that Ben Butler will ever be President of
the United States is not among the possibilities of the future.

Tae American Bankers’ Association mcets once a year, ostensibly t0
discuss the commercial outlook, to compare notes, interchange opinions
and in some degreo the better enable its members to copc with the exigen-
cies of their soveral positions. In reality, the meeting is, perhaps, first
of all, a brief holiday—too brief even if it were given to an earnest inter-
chango of opinions, to allow opportunity to go over the whole situation.
It is a waste of time to read papers which might as well be printed in the
Bankers Magasine, and still more so to enforco at undue length propo-
sitions which, to reccive general acceptance, require only to be stated:
‘ Oune name paper,” without somo substantial sccurity at the back of it, i
0 manifestly inadinissible that no elaborate ossay iy necessary to prove
that it ought not frequontly to bo accepted. The proper way for hankers
to deal with financial panics was the chosen thome of tho President of the
Association, and his remedy was froo loaning. 1Le placed undue stress oB
what the Bank of England has done, in successive panics, under a gugpen
sion of its charter, and the reference is chiefly valuable for what the
speaker failed clearly to see : the magic effeet produced by the power of the
Bank, or a belief in that power when it did not yet exist, to extend reliof
to people who were supposed to be on the brink of perdition for the lack
of Bank of England notes. Suspension of the charter, removing the
restriction which otherwise practically existed to the further issue of
notes, once brought a cure by calming excitement, without an actual issue;
and from first to last the issue of notes under a suspension of the charter
has been insignificant. The mere belief in the power of the bank to afford
relief in itself did much towards bringing back the reason of men which
panic had frightened away., But a bank to be in a position to lend freely
during a panic, must keep its reserves well in hand ; and it cannot admin’
ister the remedy required if it be unduly hanpered with legal restrictions:
The President of the Bankers’ Association, recognizing this fact, holds that
a voluntary increase of the legal reserves of the national banks is not less

necessary than the removal of the restriction which Congress has imposed '

on these banks in respect of the note issue. The usury loans, of which he
also suggested the repeal, point a strange anacronism in a great commercial
country like the United States; but it is difficult to beliove that, for the

- American banker in his general dealings, the usury laws are much mor®

than a dead letter. The rule must be that they are evaded ; but there 18
always the danger that some one may insist on invoking the law, which he
helped to break, against his partner in the transaction. If America®
legislators were not so slow to learn economic truths, they would, without
delay, abolish the usury laws in the interest of borrowers, in the delusive
hope of protecting whom they were enacted. Tt is impossible not to feel

Tt will be -
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that all the good it is capable of is not got out of this annual gathering of
bankers. To do so, some systematic action is nccessary ; and this implies
some preparation. If every delegate would contribute the experience of
the bank he represents to the elucidation of the great practical problems
which banks are called upon, in their daily practice, to deal with, the net
result could not fail to be of great walue. It should be understood in
advance what arve the chief points on which the united experience of
baukers ig required ; the information could be systematically collected, and
put in shape for practical application.

O~E of the most interesting papers of the month is that contributed to
the Century by Joseph Edgar Chamberlin on the “ Foreign Elements in Our
Population.” The author, with a view of throwing light upon the changes
which are taking place in America as the result of continuous immigra-
tion, makes a careful analysis of the last census returns. The American
nation, he reminds us, is in the formative stage, and the problem, Which
type~Angle, Dane, Saxon, or Norman—will become dominant ¢ is still to
be solved. Of the 50,155,783 persons who form the population of the
United States, 14,922,744 are of foreign birth and parentage, the remain-

“der being native, coloured and Indians. The complete fusing of these dif-
ferent races is recognized as impossible. Nevada, Arizona, Minnesota,
California, Utah, Wisconsin, Montana, Wyoming, Rhode Island, Massa-
chusetts, and New York, are, in the order named, the least Awmerican
States—having the largesti proportion of inhabitants of foreign birth. The
most numerous element in this foreign population is the German, of whom
there were in 1880 over 1,966,742, or 3.9 per cent. of the whole. The
Irish-born is the next largest element in the foreign population. Of Irish
there were 1,854,571 at the last census—equal to 3.7 per cent. The
immigrants from Great Britain—English, Scotch, and Welsh-—nuwbered
917,598 ; whilst British America contributed 717,157. There were, more-
over, 440,262 Scandinavians in the country in 1880, and 104,468 Chinese.
Rhode Island is shown to have 26.4 per cent. of forcign-born population,

‘ and 51.9 per cent of foreign parentage—principally Irish, with a strong
8prinkling of French Canadians. * As the fruitfuluess of these two strong
ew Roman Catholic elements is considerably greater than that of the old
inhabitant‘.s, it is plain that Rhode Island must be a future stronghold of
the Roman Catholic Church, and the character of the people is likely to
be modified from grave to gay, from serious to mercurial.,” This presupposes
fusion. In Massachusetts and Connecticut, the situation is practically the
Sume as in Rhode Island. The New England States are not likely to
Undergo marked change. In New York State the immigrant races stand
in yuch proportion as to offset each other, and prevent the preponderant
i'nﬂuonce of any. The Western States are most profoundly aftected by
lmmigration, In Ohio the influence is strongly Germanic; the same
Temark applies to Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Minucsota
&nd Dakota have a preponderating Scandinavian cloment in  their
fo!‘()ign populations. Nevada, Arizona, and Utah are mixed ; California,

regon, and Washington are tinged with Chinese immigrants. The sum-
ary gshows the Germans are the most numerous body of foreigners in fif-
teen States, the Irish in twelve, and of the remaining States aud territories,
thirteen have more Irish than German, and seven have more German than
Irigh, The Chinese lead in five States and territories, the British Ameri-
an in four, the British in two, the Mexicans in one, the Scandinavians in
One, and the West Indians in Florida. *The Wisconsin man of the noar
future is likely to be almost a German, while the New Englander (sup-
Posing the elements to combine) will be at least half an Irishman,” ¢ But,
. !0 the meantime, all come to speak in a single dialect ; all come under the
similating influence of an intensely active commerce ; and all accustom
themselves to diversity of views on religion and politics without social
Separation on vhat account, May we not assume that such a state of
affairg will tend to make the people a single and homogenous nation, in
Spite of local diversity of origin?”

THE current Century has an able and candid editorial upon the
Political education of the American people. The writer, premising that
Dever was there so great negd of intelligence and virtue in public affairs
33 now, suggests that one cause of the intellectual character of English
Politics is ¢ the presence of a body of able popular teachers animated by
P?ga,rd for the general good, and capable of representing themselves effec-
t“’ely by speech or writing.” He attaches great importance to viva woce
Populay political instruction by such men. “We doubt if the speeches
&nd debates of the public men of any nation have ever been of less weight
or lesg fitted to instruct and guide the people than those of our own
Politiciang during the past ten years.” Strong words, but in all proba-
bility literally correct. On the other hand, “The influence wielded by the

leading (English) members of Parliament scems to be little diminished by
the great and growing influence of the press, and is still one of the most
potent agencies in the formation of English opinion.” It is pointed out
that two great abuses considerably detract from the influence of the
American press. ‘‘There is a tendency on the part of its conductors to
publish what will please their readers rather than that which will instruct
them ”—a state of things which comes from the pecuniary motive by which
they are influenced. The second abuse is the influence of sinister
interests upon the press. But high-minded, capable public speakers would
be beyond these influences, and the writer does not ses why such should
not be produced in America. Indeed, ¢ we should not be surprised if they
should eventually become more numerous here than anywhere else in the
world ”—a  prognostication which appears somewhat sanguine, but the
fulfilment of which every patriotic American would hail with unmingled
satisfaction.

TuE editor of Mahattan, contrasting the reception accorded to Sir
Lepel Griffin’s book on America with that which Mrs. Trollope’s work met
half a century ago, says: “ The production of Mrs. Trollope was received
(in America) with a howl of anguish. Our fathers were desolated at the
bad opinion that lady had of us. But in five decades what a change ! Sir
Lepel’s book has not called forth the least indignation—hardly a smile
of derision.” The public, continues our contemporary, substantially tells
Sir Lepel that heis welcome to slander the Republic as much as he likes,
“If it makes him fecl good, it does no harm.” If he can find a publisher,
“he ig at liberty to paint us as black as the ‘old boy’ himself, in any
number of volumes.” No intelligent person will deny that Americans
have become more independent of Europsan opinion during the last fifty
years ; but the bitter attacks upon Matthew Arnold and Sir Lepel which
have lately appeared in the Awmsrican press give a peculiar colour to the
“ I don’t care ” of the magazine writer referred to.

TrosE of us who are concerned with the English mail arrangements —
and who is not ?—will rejoice in the knowledge that on and after the first
of September the British Post-office authorities will, month by month, select
ag mail steamers those vessels which have made the most rapid passages
between Liverpool and New York, instead of adhering to the old system
of contracting for a year with one particular line. By the plan just adopted
the services of the fastest ships will be secured. Hitherto it has not by
any means been the rule for the mail steamers to be the swiftest, and therc
is every reason to believe that the system of monthly contracts will effect
a large improvement in speed and punctuality.

Owrp CounTry papers roport that croquet is again coming to the fore,
and that lawn-tennis is going down. It is a wmoot question yet whether
tho same thing can be said of Canada, though there is no question but
lawn-tennis has developed into a non-social and physically difficult game-—
two serious drawbacks to ladies. ¢ It ig a splendid game, but it calls for
too much exertion. The girls get overheated, lose their tempers, and strain
their muscles. Croquet, on the other hand, is a quiet game. It requires
gkill, but may be played in leisurely fashion. It offers unrivalled facilities
for a little quiet flirtation ¢before folk.” Hundreds of ladies have
crogquetted a husband to one who has driven him to court at tennis,
Furthermore, croquet is a less expensive game, and onc which may be
enjoyed by old as well as young.”

THE ST. GEORGES UNION AT CHICAGO.

Tug Convention of the North America 8t. George’s Union at Chicago is a
gignificant example of the growing tendency to social fusion between the
two sections of the Anglo-Saxon race upon this continent. The hope of a
moral reunion of the race at all events is neither chimerical nor treason-
able. It was in an evil day, not for Anglo-Saxons only but for humanity,
that the rupture took place and the American colonies, instead of parting
from their mother in the fulness of time and in peace, broke away from
her in enmity. That there was wrong on both sides history will say,
whatever may be said by Fourth of July oratory. Nor ought it to be for-
gotten, though by American historians it certainly is forgotten, that the
division extonded to England herself. The Whig Opposition it was that,
by weakening the arm of the Government, enfeebled, and, upon the first
serious reverses, stopped the war. The feud, which had originally been
only between the Crown and the colonists, ought soon to have died out ;
but it was kept alive by American Jacobins of the Jefferson school who
got up the war of 1812, and desperate efforts are now being made to revive
it by the common enemies of our race. The hearts of most native Ameri-
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cans, however, are ready for a perfect reconciliation. If any society
extending its arms over both sections can help in any measure to promote
that reconciliation, it will do good service at a critical time. The Anglo-
Saxon race has some traditional principles still to uphold, and some special
qualities still to impart. It is still the great missionary of law combined
with liberty. England expects every man—not only the sailor or the soldier,
but every man—to do his duty: to keep the straight path; to be an honest
and faithful worker, not a charlatan or a sharper. If her sons emigrate,
she expects that they will display the impress of her character and con-
tinue to do her honour by becoming thoroughly good and loyal citizens of
the land to which they go. At Chicago there are many Canadians—not
less, it is said, than fifteen or sixteen thousand. The place seems specially
to attract the enterprise of our Canadian youth. And it is pleasant to
hear that in the midst of so many temptations to seek wealth by gambling
speculation, the Canadians, as a rule, are reputed to keep the better path
of fair and honest labour. They bear on them a good trade-mark, and
their character seems to find, as characters always will, a good market.

The main object of the St. George’s Societies is the relief and comfort
of English emigrants. Comfort, such as the sympathy of a fellow-country-
man can afford, the exile may often need in his days of loneliness and
home-sickness. But the societies now feel the increasing necessity of
putting a check to improvident emigration. What check could be devised
was the subject of discussion at Chicago. People in England still believe
that everything in human shape must be a welcome addition to the popula-
tion of “a new country.” So it was when the country was really new,
But these communities have lived fast ; they have lived many centuries in
one, or half of one; in some respects thoy are already old. In some callings,
especially those of the lighter and more intellectual kind, such as that of a
clerk, there is no longer any room for new comers. The poor emigrant,
who lands in the delusive hope of getting such employment, finds himself
in the midst of all this teeming industry and wealth as lonely, helpless,
and hopeless as if he were a wanderer in a desert. England will have to
choose some new receptacle for her pauperism, if her pauperism is to be
sent abroad,

The St. George’s Societies also satisfy, in common with a number of
other associations, such as those of the Freemasons and Oddfellows, the
craving for a special bond of fellowship. Nothing can be more natural
than such a craving on this continent where there are no ancient centres
of association, where even family connections are difficult to maintain, and
the numberless grains of humanity are as loose and as shifting as so much
sand. And surely no secret society or organization of any kind has a
bond more rational or elevating than that of common attachment to such a
mother as England, If it were only as a periodical renewal of Englishry,
membership would be worth having. But some such combination is also
much needed at the present moment, in the United States at all events, to
save the English name and those who bear it from disrespect. Englishmen
are not clannish ; they are perhaps even too self-reliant and too much dis-
posed to isolation ; they are not given to political intrigue or cabal, but to
the regular pursuits of industry and business ; uor does their independence
permit them to submit to the leadership of any Boss who may undertake
to organize them and lead them to the ballot for plunder. They do as
England would bid them do—they become thoroughiy and heartily Ameri-
can citizens. How completely this is the case appeared when a reference
to the relations between the United States and Canada evoked a momentary
difference of sentiment in the Convention. The races which are more
clannish, and which do follow a Boss, enforce by the unity and solidity of
their vote the deference of the politicians and of the political press. In a
community which owes to England its best blood, its language, the best
portion of its literature, the fundamental principles of its laws and of its
polity, the English name is constantly insulted and reviled. Nor is this a
social misfortune only. We are in danger of falling completely under the
sway of the clannish races, commanding, by their imposing show of organ-
ized voting power, the subserviency of the politicians,

The members of the Chicago Society were more than hospitable to their
guests. Not only did they entertain us sumptuously, but their kind and
thoughtful attention made the days of our visit days of real pleasure. Of
course, they took pride in showing us the miracles of their Chicago. Those
miracles are too large a theme for the present paper, but may, perhaps, be
touched upon in one to come. The banquet was in every sense a perfect
success ; and when the Convention finally adjourned, and we broke up,
singing “ Auld Lang Syne,” it was with the feeling that for the space of
three days we had been once more just what we were before we saw the
coast of England fade from view. As one generous sentiment does not
kill, but enhances others, we shall all be better Americans or Canadians
than ever, A CANADIAN DELEGATE.

P

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

WE learn from time to time of the progress of the Canadian Pacific R‘“l
way. One day the daily papers assure us that on the Fastern sectiol
track-laying has reached the & fifty-fourth or the fifty-fifth mile W%ﬁ'o
Sadbury.” Another day we are told that in the Rocky Mountain region
track-laying has been carried to & point ten miles, or eleven miles, “peyon
the Summit "—still westward. We have less in the form of definite inf‘fr'
mation of the progress eastward from Kamloops on the Pacific side, of 1
that portion of the Lake Superior country lying between the “fifty fourth
or fifty-fifth mile west of Sudbury” and Port Arthur. When, howevehs
it is stated on excellent authority that some thirteen thousand men 8re ?‘
work in the Lake Superior country and six thousand to seven thoufm“d_ln
the Rocky Mountain region, we may safely assume that the work is beufg
pushed on rapidly, and that large drafts are being made on the thirty ™
lions of dollars which a confiding Parliament recently pledged to the .
way Company. It is not long since the Company caused to be annous
that the entire work from Montreal to the Pacific Ocean, at Port Moodss
a distance of 2,892 miles, would be completed by the end of next year o;‘
gix years within the time permitted by the contract with the Grovernmen®
It was intimated, at the same time, that the twenty-seven million govel
hundred thousand dollars retained by the Dominion Government wo
be more than adequate to finish the contracted line; in fact, that thel;e
would be several millions over. We have no doubt that the COmP“ni:
representative who made the interesting announcement believed fh“tf
was not too enthusiastic on either of these points, and if these hop® ud
predictions be realized so much the better for all concerned. We may
that in the references, further on in this article, to work remaining to ]
completed we have accepted the figures and estimates given by the €%
pany’s officers, and if the event fail to justify the prediction the fault ¥
not be ours.

It is now too late in the day to protest against what many thou .
Canadians have regarded as an exceedingly hazardous enterprise o“y
beyond the resources of the Dominion, one which seemed to them who
unjustified by any supposed political or commercial advantages likel th
result from the expenditure of so many millions of public money, an it8
pledging of the public credit to the proverbial “last dollar” to ensur® - ,
construction and ultimately its maintenance. There have been grave ~
forences of opinion on the subject. But the Rubicon has been croﬂseeut’
the moneys have been not only pledged but largely expended. The §°
railway is, no doubt, nearing completion. North

The sections at present under construction are the following = ky
of Lake Superior, from Sudbury to Nepigon, 487 miles ; and in the B ocior
Mountains, from Stephen to Kamloop, 281 miles. On the Lake Super o
section the track has been laid to a point fifty-six miles west of Sudbs
and to a point twenty miles east of Nepigon, leaving 411 miles of & 88P 8
tween the ends of the track. Construction forces are now at work coveﬂi
the whole of this gap, which we are assured will be completed 80 that tﬂ;o
will be running over it by May, 1885. In the Rocky Mountain oot Iy
where construction is going on at both ends of the gap, the Company 5
expect the track will be laid to the Pacific Ocean by November
While the filling of these gaps involves large expenditures, their con® oif
tion being probably the most costly, per mile, of the whole contrach
completion, however, is now a matter of cerf;ainty, and then the "‘? id
will be brought face to face with the questions : What will they do Wi
Will it pay ¢ the

These are important questions, not only as far as they relate t;oublio
Company’s and its stockholders’ interests, but as affecting the pvhicb
treasury and the public interests generally, and they are question® ) i
may be discussed regardless of the origin of the enterprise or the coml;;r“
tions surrounding its birth, vy

ghtf\ll

It must be conceded that the Company d
o kip

with many advantages. It is perhaps the only enterprise of th  the
existence that has a nine years’ dividend actually in hand, whic ;L‘ P
present market price of the shares gives the investor a returl of hal‘gel
cent. per annum on his capital. The Company has no other ﬁxed_c gnd
than the interest on the loan from the Government, which & millio

a-half per annum more than covers. ot

The entire Canadian Pacific System is being constructed, equPP” “qo
officered in the most thorough manner, and from all the informa® -shedy
have received we believe that its cost to the shareholders, when ‘o8 b
will be so much less per mile than that of any of its competing ‘hna
it will have no difficulty, while doing well for its shareholders 1, it
same time, serving its customers and settlers along the line of co¥
traverses cheaper and better than any other trans—continenwl ! pet®

. ve
must also, we think, be conceded that much ability and foresight be

. -
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displp,yed in securing to the Canadian Pacific Railway the control of the

8w line (Ontario and Quebec) running through the heart of the fertile

Province of Outario and connecting with the whole railway system of the
Western States, and with navigation of the Upper Lakes. Nor do we
doubt that the proposed “short-line” extension of the system to winter
NYt.S in the Maritime Provinces will bring in returns commensurate to the
Portion of the cost of construction which will have to be provided by the
Company_ '
0 As to the main line extending, let us say, from Montreal to the Pacific
Jeean—what can we reasonably and safely predict its traffic will be t Oar
i‘-nfol'ma.tion in regard to much of the country and its possibilities is still
Wperfect and vague. “ What will the country between Lake Nipissing
ind Winnipeg produce for railway traffic?” ask the doubting Thomases.
ell, there is an abundance of timber in parts of the country ; there is, no
0:‘::17, -great mineral wealth in course of development ; there are the resorts
& urists and sportsmen ; there are extensive and growing fisheries along
e shores of Lake Superior ; and there will, no doubt, be a considerable
Population settled in this region, now that the most of the territory is

for . . . . .
- Srmally coming under the laws and administration of the Province of

3ntm‘i0, settlers whose wants and industries will create traffic for the rail-
8y. There are several million acres of land north and west of Iake
o‘zpel'ior of as fine agricultural nature as is to be found anywhere in the
.taWa. valley, which will be rapidly taken up and settled. While this is
z:e‘t; tr.ue, it is well known that the country from Lake Superior west to
acific Ocean, traversed by the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, is

3 m'UCh finer agricultural country than that traversed by the Northern
-8cific Railways, from Duluth to the Pacific Ocean. Travellers over both
68 unhesitatingly pronounce in favour of the land on the line of the
“n.adian Pacific Railway. If this be so, why should not the Canadian
of&mﬁc Railway, with all it advantages over the Northern Pacific Railway
Smaller fixed charges for interest, a better country to operate in, and

® greatest advantage of all, having its own line from ocean to ocean, not
it ;‘:ble to make as good a showing the first year after the completion of
Y line a5 did the Northern Pacific for the year ending the 30th June last—
Vithin eight months of the driving of the golden spike in September.

(ross earnings of the Northern Pacific Railway

for the year ending 30th June........... $12,656,237

Operative Rents and Taxes................. 7,476,812

$5,079,425
Intereston Bonds.........coviiiciiinnn 3,882,341
Balance. . ... ..ooviiiiniiii i $1,197,084

Land sales for the year 473,712 acres ; realizing $2,155,235.

Why? let us ask again, should not the Canadian Pacific be able to do as
Well' ' But independent of the question of local traffic, the Lake Superior
¥ction of the line was an absolute necessity to ensure the commercial
Success of the enterprise. Without the through line north of the lake, the
Canadian Pacific would have had no control over the traffic going into the

orth-West, The  west bound” business would have continued to go
Over the G. T. R. and its American connections as it had done in the past,

8nd the go-called Canadian Pacific Railway would have been simply the

Western extension of the American railway system, and not in any sense a
Canadian Pacitic Railway.
In British Columbia the indications for traffic are most encouraging.
1}9. silver mining and smelting business promises to be large. Gold
Nining, cattle raising, and fish (salmon), canned and fresh, are some of the
lk)fll‘ces of traffic in sight, and as to the Asiatic traffic, overtures are already
8ing made to the Government and to the Company for placing a line of
Steamers on the route between the ocean terminus of the Pacific Railway
8d Yokohama and Hong Kong. It is stated that passengers by this
Youte from England to Hong Kong will save ten days over the present
ez Clanal route. There is, we think, no need to fear that there will not

a fair trans-Pacific business from the opening of the line.

As for the prairie section, it cannot, we think, in fairness, be doubted
that, ultimately along every inch of the track there will be a traffic-
Contributing population through a thousand mile stretch of farming
ountry, the lands, as far as tested, having been found not only habitable

Ut fertile, producing in perfection wheat and all the other grains of the
Wperate zone, with every variety of root and vegetable. Recent agri-
:“ltura.l and meteorological tests show that what has been spoken of as
-8terile” land in a portion of this tract is capable of yielding superior
®rops, and while we write fields of excellent wheat are being harvested on
L ® railway company’s experimental farms situated in localities the soil
of Which had been ignorantly pronounced unfit for cultivation.

So far, then, as the lands north and south of this portion of the railway
are concerned, we may regard them as valuable contributories to the traffic
of the road; and, judging from the fact that with a population in the
entire North-West not exceeding 200,000, the surplus yield of wheat for
the current year is estimated at 7,000,000 bushels, some idea can be formed
of the traffiz possibilities not a few years hence, and when a nillion of
people engaged in farming operations will be providing traffic for the Can-
adian Pacific. The very fact, too, that wood is searce in the fertile prairie
region sugyests an extensive traffic for the road in lumber and coal —lumber
Toth from the east and the west, and coal from the Souris country, and
from the Saskatchewan, the Belly and the Bow Rivers. That there is an
abundance of lumber in the vicinity of Lake Manitoba, the Lake of the
Woods, and portions of the Suparior scction, is not less certain than that it
is found in abundance in the Rocky Mountains, or that geologists, miner-
alogists and practical miners unite in their testimony in regard to the won-
derful extent and number of the coal deposits of the North-West. If “the
proof of the pudding is in the eating,” the actual mining operations and
the actual consumption of a superior quality of North-West coal must set
at rest all disputes in regard to the question of the future fuel supply of
the North-West, thus not only ensuring the settler protection against the
winter’s cold, but providing the railway with a remunerative and never-
ending source of traffic. As the North-West is not likely to become a
manufacturing country, and as the protective tariff is not likely to be
repealed, it follows that importations from the old Canadian Provinces
must always be on a very extensive scale, guaranteeing a great traffic from
east to west. It may be well, also, to point out that in the country lying
along the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains is found the natural grazing
ground of horses and cattle, the choicest territory for grazing in the whole
of the North-West. Looking at what has been accomplished in less suit-
able territory in Montana, at the demand for Canadian cattle in England,
and at the advantage which Canada has acquired in England through free-
dom from disease in her shipping stock, there cannot be any risk in count-
ing upon a grand development in cattle raising in the vicinity of the Rockies,
where the pure and abundant mountain water, nutritious grasses, and a
moderate climate combine to produce the finest beef that has yet been seen
in Canada, and for the smallest expenditurc that has, so far, been known
in any cattle-raising country. When the present local market for these
animals has, to a considerable extent, disappeared—as it will with the
completion of the railway and the withdrawal of the Mounted Police—the
ranchers will look abroad for their market, and this market can only be
reached by means of the railway ; hence, a very important item of traffic
for the road, one which must steadily grow with the increasing wants of
England’s population and with the spread of information with regard to
the superior quality of the North-West supply.

Tt is, of course, difficult in the limits of a single article to indicate, even
in general terms, the wide range of traffic, from a variety of sources, which
a great railway such as this, spanning an entire continent, is capable of
creating for itsell. We may point out, hriefly, the shipment of North-West
wheat for consumption in parts of British Columbia. As regards the
traffic to be created by railways running north from the Canadian Pacific
and beyond the North Saskatchewan River, opening up immense tracts of
the finest agricultural lands, and developing ultimately the Peace River
country and other regions where prairie lands abound-—whether these
railways be built by the Canadian Pacific Company or, what is quite a8
probable, by other railway corporations—the traffic of the main line must
be greatly benefited by them. In this connection it may be noted, en pas-

" sant, that these *feeders” will connect with regions where oil flows in the

greatest abundanco—with coal lands, wheat lands, timber forests, great
grazing tracts, and other traffic creating territory of vast extent, and only
awaiting the impulse which will ultimately be given by capital and settle-
ment.

On the whole, then, it would appear, now that the Canadian Pacific
Railway is a fixed fact, that, without taking into consideration the possi-
bility of its becoming a great route for certain portions of the commerce of
Europe with China, Japan, and Australia, it stands an excellent chance of
handling an enormous and remunerative traffic. The railway stretches
through every variety of climate and soil, and will be fed by all the pro-
ducts and industries that are known in the temperate zone. It opens up
one of the world’s greatest wheat fields, probably one of its greatest coal
fields as well. The line from Montreal to Port Moody places in Canadian
territory the shortest of all American trans-continental railways, as well as
the railway with the easiest grades, and of the most excellent construction.
It pierces some of the world’s grandest, as well as most beautiful, natural
scenery. The work, once consummated, will stand as one of the greatest
railway undertakings in this age of great and daring enterprise. This much
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may be said without regard to its conception or the political necessities
which have given it Government favour, or made it a target for the
Government’s enemies. Now that it has become one of the institutions of
the country, and the agency for opening up to settlement and civilization
the vast interior of what was in the past termed ¢ the great lone land,”
and since it may, if properly utilized, be the means of adding indefinitely to
the population, the wealth, the strength, and the prestige of the Dominion,
we can only hope that the reasonable expectations of its promoters may be
realized and the manly courage, the scientific skill, and the remarkable
energy of builders and proprietors have their just reward. X.Y.Z

ENGLISH-CANADIAN LITERATURE.

A NUMBER of writers in our newspapers and periodicals glibly speak of
“Canadian Literature ” as if we really did have a literature that might be said
to be Canadian. There is no Australian Literature, no Heligoland Litera-
ture,no Rock-of-Gibraltar Literature: neither is there a Canadian Li terature.
A number of books have been written by English-speaking colonists here,
but the majority of them have the tone of the kitchen of the empire : the
histories are the record of happenings which are regarded only with respect
to their relation to the Motherland ; the fiction and belles-lettres, generally,
have the limits of the municipality and the flavour of the log-hut. T suppose
-gome will call this “an attack on Canadian Literature,” but it is really
nothing of the kind : to say anything else would be inaccurate, to expect
anything better, absurd. We are yet only the pionecers of the future
Canada ; our wealthy classes are not yet born ; and a people who have their
sleeves rolled up could be no more expected to read than to produce polite
literature. I suppose that, in a sort of 4 way, with respect to flavour and
local colour, we would soon have a Canadian Literature if Canada were a
nation in the harmony of her provinces as well as in name. We are not
now united, except by legislative cords that cut into the flesh of one
another, for we are all pullingin different ways : so that if we did speak of
a literature we would be obliged to subdivide the term and say, “a New
Brunswick Literature,” “a Nova Scotia Literature,” * a British Columbia
Literature,”

But a good many important works have been written in Canada, several
of which will go to swell the stock of English Literature ; the term * Eng-
lish Literature” meaning that wealth of letters contributed by literary
workmen in every part of the globe whero the English language is spoken.
In presenting tho list of our writers, 1 shall confine myself to those who
have written books ; though many of such writers, in my judgment, are
far inferior to several who have never permitted themselves to indulge in
anything beyond an unbound essay, a short story, or a fugitive poem.

In higtoric literature we have a number of books, most of them very
poor, the balance of them not very good. On the whole, Mr. McMullen’s
“ History of Cannda” is the best. The author had no other historian to
steal wholesale from, but was obliged to resort to the original documents.
Many of his facts, however, he got out of the air, where there is always
plenty of information. It was through such means that camo about all
the carnage at Montgomery's tavern. The hook has little style or
literary merit, though here and there it is vigorous ; sometimes it is
picturesque, while it is, on the whole, fairly comprehensive and lucid, A
number of other writers conceived the idea of outrivalling Mr. McMullen,
but none of them has succeeded. Mr. Withrow recast the McMullen
volume, and scrupulously reproduced all the inaccuracies, giving special
prominence to the slaughter at Montgomery’s tavern. The book is written
in an easy, semi-slovenly style, exhibiting no superior quality, and flowing
over with a sentiment of abasement before the British Crown. My,
Tuttle wrote two tremendous volumes on the history of the country, but
the work is slatternly, uneven, and inaccurate. The lutter portion of it,
dealing with recent events, is not to be trusted at all, for each of the
public actors treated of seems to have written the part relating to himself.
Hence, as I have elsewhere stated, the effect is to remind one of g large
crowd of persons tied together someltow by a rope, each one pulling in a
direction contrary to his neighbour.” Dr. Henry H. Miles wrote a

conscierttious book, entitled, % Canada Under the Fren-h Regime.” The -

book has no more movement or epthusiasm than a block of wood, but it
is exceedingly valuable as a painfully accurate and cold-blooded record of
events. Mr. Robert Christie wrote a work in five volumes, known as the
“ History of the late Province of Old Canada.” There is a vast but
exceedingly ill-ordered and undigested array of facts in this volume.
There is no index or device of any sort to point the searcher to the fact
that he may desire ; and there is no style or literary merit in the work.
Of much the same class is Dr. CanifP’s “ Bay of Quintc,” though the

author loves nature, and here and theve gives a bit of description poetical
and picturesque in treatment. Mr. Archer's History of Canada,”

though a jumble, is on the whole well written ; and Mr. Hannay'’s

“ History of Acadia,” though only a fragment, is of some historic value,
and displays a moderate share of literary skill. Mr. John Charles Dent’s
“Last Forty Years” is also a fragment ; it is accurate and fairly
conscientious, but it is on too dead a level, exhibiting none of the qualities
that make the histories of Carlyle, of Froude, of McCarthy, full of
interest as well as moving pictures. Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin’s name
is alsoin the list of historians, his work being ¢ The Irishman in Canada.”
This book is biographical, rather than historical, and is written with &
lightness of touch and much vivacity. More sober and solid is a sister
book by the late Mr, Rattray, “The Scot in British North America.”
The early portion of this book showed vigour, and much research and
painstaking, but the latter part was flabby, inane, and careless. Mr.
Charles Lindsey wrote a vigorous book, ¢ The Life and Times of William
Lyon Mackenzie.” Bearing in mind that the subject of the history was the
father-in-law of the author, impartiality could not be expected. Accuracy
however might have been, but expectation is solaced with wood cuts
representing a slaughter at Gallow’s Hill. Yet, for all its bias, slovenli-
ness and inaccuracy, the work is valuable. Thomas D’Arcy McGee was
better as an orator than as an historian. The swinging of arms
and the pounding of a desk may be effective on the stump, but it
is not in place when writing history. In the “Popular History of
Ireland,” Mr. McGee is for the most part vigorous, is often brilliant,
but he frequently boils over like a pot. If we could count Mr. Gold-
win Smith upon our list, then might there be some excuse for US
obtruding our colonial output upon the world’s notice. But his pen i8
seen in England and the United States, as well as in Canada ; so that
we can get no claims above the other countries save such as we get from
his domiciliation, Prof. B. J. Harrington’s book, “The Life of Sir William
Logan,” will prove of interest and value in all quarters, Mr. George
Stewart, jun., has laid Canadian Literature under very much obligation.
He is probably the most industrious writer in the country, and he i8
always readable. His “Canada under Lord Dufferin” is his chief work,
though he has accomplished lesser literary projects innumerable. Mr.
R. W. Phipps, our well-known pamphleteer, has given the country some
valuable and very readable literature on forestry ; Mr. G. Mercer Adam
has always been identified with our literature, saying good words for it
when it hardly deserved good words, and blowing breath into its nostrils
when it looked so like a corpse. Dr. Scadding’s book, * Toronto of oud,”
is a readable, polished, and valuable addition to tho historic literature of
the country. The writer of this paper has contributed two books, the
“ Life and Times of Sir John Macdonald ” and “ Canada under the Admin-
istration of Lord Lorne.”

In fiction we can make only a wretched exhibit, M. Kirby’s « Le
Chien D’Or,” although crude, and full of Jarring colour, is the best novel
published in this country. The works of Prof. De. Mille, our best novelist,
can hardly be called Canadian, for the author took his manuscripts, and
very properly, to another country, where their merit was seen and appre-
ciated. Mrs. Moodie and her sister, Mrs. Traill, wrote some pleasing and
meritorious fiction which was, after a long time, fairly received. Mr-
Huntington produced a political novel the other day—a work that I regard
as the poorest of the kind ever published, at least by & man of Mr. Hun-
tington’s ability. In taking stock of fiction and essay-work I must not
make an omission, which I regret I inadvertently made elsewhere, and that
is of the name of one of our most able lady writers, Miss Louisa Murray.

The late Dr. Alpheus Todd spent much of his life and energies in
collecting and tabulating material on the British Constitution, and the
result of his researches and study is « Parliamentary Government in
England,” and ¢ Parliamentary Government in the Colonies.” From their
author’s stand-point, these books are valuable, but I am not able to find
much regard for them. Lieutenant-Colonel George T. Denison wrote &
very clever work, “ The History of Cavalry,” etc., for which he obtained
the Czar’s prize of a purse of roubles. The book is reprinted in nearly
every civilized language, and is a standard in the Military Service of many
European countries. The author is always cool and self-possessed, but &
red flag has the same effect upon him as a member of another order of
creation ; and it seems to me, that our friend, when he sees the Royal arms,
and hears the clink of swords and the blare of bugles, imagines himself
to be a relation of the Queen. Dr. G. M. Grant has a place too in our
letters. His chief work is ““From Ocean to Ocean.” Mr. J. G. Bourinot
is enthusiastic, but it would scem as if at his nativity the physician
inserted a * fourteen puzzle ” into his head. His writings on the “ Intellec-
tual Development of Canada ” are of some merit, however.
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In poetry we have some that is very good, and some that is exceeding
bad, In these days nearly every sentimentalist writes verse ; and he not
alone writes poor verse, but he gives himself airs, adopting the affectations
and the attitudes of some gymnast writers of the modern school. ~About a
thousand silly young men in this country repeat the following line till
they grow drunken and inspired :

“ And his heart grew sad, that was glad, for his sweet song's sake,”
and, inspired, they go away and endeavour to write in the same strain.
Not in this category is Mr. Charles G. D. Roberts. His note is original,
virile, and manly. His range is wide, and his work full of sensuous-
ness and colour, and the music of happy as well as skilfal word
arrangement. Dr. Mulvany is master of a rapid, nervous, passion-
ate note, Charles Heavysedge was a true, and, in some senses, a great
Poet.  His “Saul” will always hold a place in English song. John
Huuter-Duvar sings upon a sweet, antique instrument, and gives us much
delicious verse, quaint and full of the flavour of the olden time. Miss
Kate Seymour Maclean sings a note with the true ring and feeling, and
Since the publication of “The Coming of the Princess” shows distinct
evidence of advance. Mr. John Reade has done some highly cultured
work, through which we often hear the voice of a very sweet singer. The

st might be enlarged by the names of Mr. Evan McColl, Miss Mount-

¢astle, Mr. Barry Stratton, Mr. Ramsay, Mrs. H. K. Cockin, and several
Others, in all of which one will find some verse that is good, and in some,
work that is frequently excellent. Mr. 8. Dawson’s “ Study of the Prin-
Cess,” in literary criticism, stands foremost for its discrimination, insight
and finigh,

In science we have very prominent names and conspicuous work.
Bames of Sir William Logan and Prof. Wilson are known far and near,
8nd Dy, Dawson has much more than a Canadian reputation, Then we
}_’aVe such names as Prof. Bailey, Prof. Hind, and Prof. Macoun, all
Industriously and skilfully garnering and putting to the gencral stock of
English literature. J. E. CoLLIxs.

TORONTO.

Turorisrs in the matter of city-planning have cnjoyed advantages on this
outinent. They have found here, on many occasions, a clearer field for
their oxperiments than clsewhere. In the United States, Philadelphia,

ashington, and other places have been laid out from the beginning in
8ccordance with idealistic schemes. For systematic regularity, theso cities
Would mcet with the approval of Sir Thomas More himself. In a utili-
tarian point of view, the results have been sufficiently satisfactory:
Boston and some of the other older towns of the Union came into being
Casually, ag it were, and spread afterwards in a cramped, circumscribed
Sort of way, somewhat after the manner of the old walled towns across the
Atlﬂ.ntic, and their later inhabitants have been put to much trouble and
®Xpense in overcoming consequent inconveniences, from some of which they
87e not entirely freed to this day.

In Canada there have been experiences of a similar character. Through
the circumstances of their original development, Quebec and Montreal, and
®ven Kingston, are all more or less affected in the direction and dimensions
of thoir streets, and assessments for the needful straightenings and enlarge-
Ments have been heavy. Our mnodern Winnipegs, Brandons, Reginas, and
Other burghs that are to be hereafter in our great North-West, will, doubt-
88, profit by their acquaintance with the past of their elder civic sisters,
nd be gaved from several public inconveniences in the future.

Happily for Toronto, the town was from the very first laid out, like
: hiladclphia. and Washington, in accordance with the theories of the ideal-
18ts, and it has had scarcely anything to correct in its general ground-plan,
Which was simply that of a parallelogram divided into parts by straight
Breets, generally sixty-six feet in width, running east and west, traversed
b_y straight streets of about the same width, running north and south. Its
Slte, o widely-extended, gently-sloping plain, admitted of this; and from
the time of its first projection in 1793, on a very modest scale, hard by the
Outlet of the River Don, to the present, when, through a populous suburb
and g park, the gift of a private citizen, its borders all but touch the

umber, some six miles westward of the starting-point, the germ-idea of
the place has not been materially departed from. One thoroughfare, north
nd gouth, was staked out on the Toronto plain, some years ago, of the
®Xceptional width of 132 feet, but grave persons of the period shook their

eads and pronou.iced the notion extravagant, and even visionary. It has
COme to pass, nevertheless, that this.thoroughfare is a reality, and its
Width is not considered now as being anything especially out of the way
for a street which seems likely to be in the future the axis of Toronto, its

,dividing line into east and west.

The

Unfavourable to the picturesque as is the parallelogram arrangement
of streets in theory, in practice a good deal of impressiveness often results
therefrom, and even beauty, so long as the roadways are wide, and the
building-lots continue to be spacious. Fine vistas are secured, and, in
certain localities, the array of comfortable residences coming in quick suc-
cession on both sides, is a sight quite pleasant to see. The free currents of
pure air, too, which this arrangement permits, and the facilities which it
affords for a good system of sewers, are points in its favour.

Their city planned from the beginning on ideal lines, the inhabitants, as
their riches have increased, have shown themselves well-inclined to give some
play to the ideal in their practice in several respects. Their churches, for
example, have become very numerous, and quite sumptuous.  From several
points of view, the sky-line is agrecably varied by the spires, towers, gables,
turrets and pinnacles appertaining to these, while below the buildings them-
selves are most of them good specimons of style and substantial masonry,
with extensive grounds surrounding them in several instances, tastefully
planted and carefully kept ; the church itself consisting not merely of a
solitary temple, as formerly, but of a cluster of apartments or halls, all of
them rendered necessary by the exigencies of the revived church-life
everywhore in these days—schools, lecture-rooms, class-rooms, and libraries,
to say nothing of appliances in some of them for the more convenient
furnishing forth of acceptable mundane refreshments to large social gather-
ings on festive occasions. :

Again, from the extraordinary multiplication of very beautiful resi-
dences on every side, round and in the town, it is evident that a high ideal
of a refined domestic life is present to the minds of & great number of the
well-to-do among the inhabitants. But a tendency to the ideal in another
direction has, of late years particularly, asserted itself, in the deliberate
pulling down of barriers and throwing open to the public view the groves
and other ornamental surroundings of private residences. A laudable
desire is thus shown to come near to the condition of a perfect community,
wherein moral defences suffice for the protection of property, and implicit
confidence is put in the civility and good will of neighbours and the public
at large. To plan houses and lay out grounds from the very first so as to
conform to the new practice, is now, as a matter of fact, quite common.
All this is cheering as evidence of social progress. It likewise contributes
to the general good appearance of the town. Already a certain noble air
of spaciousness has been given to several thoroughfares and to the grounds
bordering on them, an effect promoted also by the modern faghion of boule-
varding.

Then again, stroll round and inspect the educational institutions of the
place, from the Universities and Departmental Establishment downward,
and sec how many things there are in their internal and external arrange-
ments and their respective environments, which more than come up to the
imaginings and hopes of the old speculative writers on such subjects.

Or let the Benevolent Institutions be visited, the hospitals, asylums,
refuges, homes for young and old, and let the general roominess and plea-
santness of each be noted, or go to the fields set apart for athletic sports
and games, to the parks, the grounds allotted to Industrial Exhibition pur-
poses, or for the encouragement of horticulture; or drop in on a sunny
day-—and there are a great many such in this region all the year round—
at the banks, at the places of business of the wholesale merchants, at the
offices of the large law firms, at the chambers of the judges at Osgoode
Hall, or at the great printing houses. Is there not a bright, airy, ideal
aspect about them all, as seen at the present hour in their comparative
newness? Are there many places where the multiform affairs of men are
carried on under conditions more favourable, on the whole, to happiness,
health, and length of days?

The oxceptions to the rule which will occur, are temporary, and they
arc cngaging the attention of the proper persons. Three court houses on
different sites have been seen in Toronto during its brief history, two of
them abandoned, and the third about to be abandoned, not on account of
decay, but from having become ill-adapted to the wants of a rapidly grow-
ing community. A fourth is to follow immediately, of dimensions and
capacity suited to the city and county. In like manner at least three sets
of parliamentary buildings have been seen here, also on different sites.
Before many years have passed away, a fourth set, worthy of the Province, -
will grace Toronto. H. 8.

Lorp LorNg’s “Canadian Pictures, Pen and Pencil,” has just been
issued in London. Tt is non-political, and gives a glowing account of the
resources of Canada., The writer, in inviting emigration to Canada, waxes
enthusiastic over the democratic institutions of the Dominion, “Cana- .
dians,” he says, *“know that no political agitation, however successful,
could enlarge their freedom, and there is nothing to disturb their perfect
peace and satisfaction.”
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THE ST. LAWRENCE EN FETE.

Ir our majestic river seems at present somewhat more deserted and desti-
tute of large craft than we should expect the great water highway of this
part of our Dominion to be, it is, at least, temporarily gay and alive with
small vessels of every description, bright with flag and pennon, making
sumuner holiday among the green mazes of the Thousand Isles. The capa-
bilities for villeggiatura of this unique and magnificent play-ground for
our people are being, year by year, more and more widely recognized. The
longing to get away for a time from the heat and hurry of city life to the
tranquil sylvan influences of cool sequestered shades and waving boughs
and many sparkling waters, and the

Sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
‘Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,

is consciously or unconsciously acting more and more strongly in drawing
ever-increasing numbers to scek pleasant summer retreats for a few weeks
of refreshing rest. Of course it is a comparatively small number who feel

- the full force of Wordsworth’s meaning in our quotation ; yet, that the latent
feeling acts unconsciously through the complex mass of influences that
guide the movements of the unveflecting, there is little reason to doubt.
Even to the most frivolous pleasure-seeker there come times and seasons
when, in the presence of unspoiled nature, the

Motion and the spirit that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
« And rolis through all things,

asserts itself to overawe and subdue, at least for a time, the lightest nature.
And the great ‘advantage of a “villeggiatura ”—as the Italians call it—
over all mere excursions is, that such ever-varying influences of the day or
night have a fair chance to make themselves felt in their full purity and
force. How much we lose for example, by hurrying into lighted rooms
a8 soon as the daylight is gone, those know who love to hold communion
with the beauty of the night, with its wonderful cloud scenery, its flashing
meteors, and calm unchanging stars.

It is, therefore, no slight boon that, in the very heart of a well-settled
country—ere long, doubtless, to be thickly peopled—we have such a
charming wilderness, set in the grand breathing-space of our broad river,

~ interlaced and subdivided by the rippling waters, and generally so rocky
and unarable in its character that Mr. Henry George himself would
acquiesce in its being set apart from purely utilitarian uses, ag a great plea-
sure-ground. That it should be kept, as far as possible, as a pleasure-ground
for the people, the present writer has always strongly advocated. If all
the islands were allowed to become private property, and so monopolised
by those able to purchase or lease, and to put up more or less costly per-
manent abodes, it would be doing a wrong to the fast-growing people of
Canada which could hardly be undone, while it would not confer any pro-
portionate benefit on the richer purchasers. Already not a few of the
islands in the Canada waters are thus occupied by summer abodes, some-
times tasteful, sometimes very much the reverse, and so long as the greater
number are left unspoiled in their native wildness and beauty, we need
not grudge the present island dwellers their pleasant homes. But, as the
Canadian Government still has so many islands in its own power, let it be
chary of parting with them, remembering that they are held in trust for

the Canadian people for generations to come. Many a toil-worn bread-

winner, who can only spare a few days and a few dollars for his yearly
summer out and that of his family, can compass a tent and a bivouac on
an island, to whom either a summer residence or a summer hotel would be
a utopian dream. Let a certain proportion of the islands, -then, be kept
intact for this large class of our people, and guarded from rude spoliation
or disfigurement by the nearest lighthouse-keeper or other officer appointed
for the purpose, and such wise and liberal provision will earn the gratitude
of unborn generations,

To the summer tourist who can afford time for a leisurely cruise in
steam or sailing yacht among the tortuous windings of the islands, nothing
can be more charming than to follow them in and out at will, threading
a sudden picturesque bend like that of “Fiddler's Elbow,” gliding through
a narrow canon-like channel, with lofty, seared crags above, like that at

 the head of Wells’ Island, mooring his boats in some shadowy bay or some
still lagoon, almost encompassed by drooping hemlock or light birch or
beechen boughs, and studded with the dark, glossy leaves and SnOWy stars
of the water-lily—a nook in which it costs little to imagine that naiads
and dryads might bathe and dwell. But the only representatives of the
nymphs wear irreproachable summer toilettes and broad hats trimmed
with white muslin, as they sit beneath their sun umbrellas “in the stern
of the wherry,” or under the striped awning of the swift little steam
yacht, or oar or paddle in hand helping to propel the slender skiff or

canoe over the placid waters. The darting steam-yacht, indeed, is seldom
quite out of sight or hearing. You encounter it at every turn, frequently
with a retinue of light skiffs in train, taking an American fishing party on
a day’s pic-nic, and, as you see them suddenly dart out from some lonely
water alley, you remember that in the most solitary bit of wildest, loneliest
nature—as wild and lonely as when the Red man’s paddle alone broke the
perfectly mirrored reflections—you have only to take a short row to find
yourself in the centre of the gaiety, and fashion, and extravagance of an
American pleasure resort ; for the three main American centres—
Clayton, Round Tsland, and Alexandria Bay —are swarming with
summer sojourners and casual tourists. The steamboats plying on the
route are daily crowded with passengers ; yachts, large and small, are
skimming up and down the beautiful channel which divides Wells’ Island
from the American shore, where both islands and shore are thickly studded
with light summer villas in all possible styles, more or less fantastic. As
you round the eastern extremity of Wells’ Island, after passing the pretty,
quiet nook in that part of it called Westminster Park, you pass into a
sort of fairy-land succession of semi-Chinese chateaux and boat-houses,
abounding in pagodas and bridges, till one could easily fancy oneself in the
midst of the scenery of the willow-pattern plate. The trim lawns and
flower-beds, the bright little yachts and skiffs, the generally festal air of
the whole coup d'wil, with the village of Alexandria Bay and thé mam-
moth Thousand Island House in the background, are in striking contrast
to the wild solitude of Fiddler's Elbow, but are rather stimulating than
refreshing to the seeker after rest. It is, however, a pretty little Arcadia,
or would be, if the city sojourners would be content to cultivate a little
more Arcadian simplicity, and leave artificial luxury and extravagance
behind them in town. But a certain class of humanity is always hopelessly
Philistine, and has to a great extent lost its capacity for simple and
natural pleasures,

The view from the top of the tower of the Thousand Island House is
simply magnificent, one which would be glorious anywhere, but in this
generally flat region, is doubly appreciated. Down below, stretches the
great river, calmly and softly blue, dotted here and there with pine-
crested islets, a vista stretching almost as far as Brockville, Looking
upward, the eye takes in point after point of wooded shore, group after
group of deep green islands, and to the right the richly wooded mass of
Wells’ Island—some eight or ten miles long. Scarcely less beautiful,
though less extensive, is the view from the tower of the pretty Norman
hotel at the *Thousand Island Park,” of Wells’ Island, The * Park”
itself is a pleasant summer resort for people who do not object to live &
good deal in public. The tents and cottages along the shady margin of
“Crystal Bay ” look tempting enough from the river, and the opportuni-
ties for boating and fishing are unlimited. But the crowds of fashionably
dressed visitors that throng the promenade beside the dock and lounge
about the hotel piazzas, take away sensibly from the idea of rusticating
and privacy there is none. The sojourners, however, seem to take it all
with great equanimity, and very possibly the novelty makes up for the
inconvenience to those who, unlike our American cousinsg, have any objec-
tion to this description of public life. The gemi-religious character of the
* Park,” so prominent in the beginning of its history, has to a great extent
disappeared. Occasional lectures or sermons from eminent American
clergymen, with now and then an advertised “ attraction ” of a quartette
from New York choirs, are all that maintain this feature of the place.

Coming up from Wells’ Island, by the charming crag-bound straib
already noticed, you emerge on a wide bay, called Erl Bay, rather unhap-
pily noted for boating accidents, the western extremity of which is formed
by a long, bare hill, at the end of Grindstone Island, one of the largest and
most northerly of the American islands, famous for its granite, which i8
worked for commercial purposes. This is the spot which has, this summer,
been chosen for the encampment of the American Canoe Association.
Coming upon it in the slanting light of afternoon, it is a pretty sight, the
long, undulating hill of a rich, soft, golden tint, the dark green fringe of
trees by the river edge, and near, snd partially in their shade, the clusters
of tents, arranged according to the several clubs, while, in front, drawn up
on the beach, lie all the canoes which are not skimming about on the calm
or lightly rippled waters. These are mainly of the “ Rob Roy” build.
Some are made of ordinary painted wood, others of a kind of thin polished
“ veneer,” painted to imitate the orthodox birch-bark, Most, if not ail,
have provision for putting up two fairy-like sails, which, in a light breeze,
carry them on with what seems the very perfection of water locomotion.
When a number of these are winging their way over the blue water, like 80
many huge water-foul, varied by the blowing white sails of schooner or

yacht, or by the swift, straight course of a panting steamer, the river looks -

en féte, indeed.
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Our Canadian summer is all too short. It is well to use it while it
lasts, for the open air rest and refreshment for which human nature perio-
dically craves. One thing our islands need, besides the preservation of a
number of them for public use : the creation of a large Sanatorium, where
those who cannot afford even a tent, still less a hotel bill, might come and
get, for little or nothing, the fresh air that they, too, need and long for.
Who will take the initiative in such a philanthropic movement ?

FIDELIS.

NOTE ON SHAKESPEARES « TEMPEST”

IN the elaborate article on the drama in the new edition of the Encyclo-
Pedia Britannica Masks are thus described :—* The Mask was a more elastic
kind of composition, mixing in various proportions its constituent elements
of declamation and dialogue, music and dancing, decoration and scenery.
In its least elaborate literary form—which of course externally was the
ost elaborate—it closely approached to pageant ; in other instances the
distinctness of the characters and the fullness of the action introduced into
its scheme brought it nearer to the regular drama. A frequent ornament
of Queen Elizabeth’s progresses, it was cultivated with increased assiduity
in the reign of James 1., and in that of his successor outshone, by the
favour it enjoyed with court and nobility, the attractions of the regular
drama itself.” The writer observes that, while most of the later
Elizabethan dramatists contributed to this species, Shakespearc only
incidenﬁally in the course of his dramas expended upon it the resources of
his fancy.” The two plays in which the resources of Shakespeare’s fancy
appears to be so expended are the * Midsummer Night’s Dream,” and “ The
Tempest.” Both appear to have been written in honour of marriages, the
affianced pair being in the ¢ Midsummer Night's Dream ” Theseus and
Hippolyta, in ¢“The Tempest” Ferdinand and Miranda. The pageant
Presented before Ferdinand and Miranda corresponds to the burlesque
Performed before Theseus and Hippolyta. In both plays there is more
of incident, show, declamation and dialogue than there is of character;
nheither greatly demands the skill of the professional actor, and therefore
both might well be perfox’med, as Masks commonly were, by amateurs.
It can hardly be doubted that the ‘ Midsummer Night’s Dream” was per-
formed in the presence of “the fair vestal throned by the west,” while
Elizabeth is also apparently wooed to the marriage from which she coyly
shrank in the passage beginning  Thrice blessed they that master so their
blood.”  All allow that “The Tempest” was written not later than 1613,
Malone says that he had ascertained from some old records that it was
8cted in the beginning of that year by the King’s players before Prince
Qharles, the Princess Elizabeth and the Prince Palatine. Frederic, the
Young Elector Palatine, afterwards the unfortunate king of Bohemia, had
®ome over to claim his bride, Elizabeth, the charming and popular daughter
f’f James I, to whom he was married on February 14, 1613. If Malone
18 right, there can be little doubt that the affianced pair are represented by
'Fel‘dina.nd and Miranda. The language of the mythological personages
In the pageant, and the ¢ donations” which they “estate on ” the lovers,
Seem gsuitable to a royal wedding, while in the descriptions of their
domaing there are touches appropriate to England. It would be going
too far to say that in the character of Prospero there was a direct allusion
o James I. But James was the father of the bride. Prospero is a learned
Prince in the liberal arts without a parallel,” as the King thought he
W.’as ; and James, if he witnessed the performance, would hardly fail to be
tickled by Ferdinand’s exclamation :

Let me live here for ever;
So rare a wondered father and a wife
Make this place Paradise.

He would be pretty sure, too, to see in the conspiracy of Stephanc,

Trinculo and Caliban a caricature of the conspiracies against himself in

the early part of his reign, perhaps of the Opposition in the House of
Omons,

The notion that Prospero is Shakespeare himself, who here breaks his
Wwand and takes leave of his art, seems improbable. Shakespeare is not
utobiographical, nor is such a conceit in his style. *The Tempest” may
be hig latest play, but there is apparently no reason for supposing that he
felt hig powers gone or had resolved to write no more when his life, at a
R0t very advanced age, comes (if Ward’s story of the drinking-bout is true)
Suddenly to an end. G. 8.

AN ‘amusing cablegraphic error in all the dailies is the changing of

« ® Bits”—* choice pieces "—the name of a weekly eclectic paper, to

Tid-Bits "—which is utterly meaningless. A rival paper is called Rare-

48, The secret of their popularity is that they are caleulated for occa-
8ional or momentary reading pour passer le temps.
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THE CHURCHES.

CoxrFLicT in the old world with political and social progress does not
interfere with the efforts of Roman Catholicism on this continent. Mon-
signor Capel has been eloquent, insidious, witty and polite, as occasion
required, and his mission is said to have been successful in securing well-
to-do converts for his church. Now it is rumoured that Canada is to be
favoured with the presence of a native Cardinal Archbishop. The honour,
it is said, is to be conferred upon Archbishop Taschereau, of Quebec, who is
at present in Rome. People are not so easily frightened as they were in
1851, when all England was agitated over the elevation of Dr. Wiseman,
French Canadians will be proud of their Cardinal, adherents of the Church
of Rome will be gratified with this mark of distinction, and people generally
will regard the affair with indifference.

RrruaLisy is a decidedly disturbing element in the Anglican communion.
Tt is really wonderful to what length people will go in defence of Ritualistic
practices, and with what fervent heat others oppose them. In Canada we
have never yet reached the degree of excitement common enough in England,
but here there are occasional ebullitions of intense zeal for the purity of
worship, or for the beauty of worship, as respective partisans regard it.
Down by the sea there has been for some time considerable sensitiveness
on the subject of Ritualism. The rector of Christ Church, Fredericton,
has by some been considered an offender, in that of late he has been mani-
festing altitudinarian proclivities, The vestry is agitated over the affair,
but a majority are clearly of opinion that the rector should be sustained.

MonsieNor CAPEL has paid a visit to Winnipeg, where a crowded
audience met in the Opera House to listen to his lecture on “ Freedom of
Intellect under Catholicism.” As the same lecture has been repeatedly
summarized, having been delivered in a number of cities in the United
States, the novelty is in some degree lessened. The lecture was clever,
plausible and adroit. The Hon. John Norquay presided at the distinguished
divine’s boundary award between reason and revelation. Mgr. Capel also
preached controversial sermons in St. Mary’s Church, and was presented
with a congratulatory address. '

WinNIpEG has had two church openings within a week or two of each
other. The fine new English Church was opened by the Bishop of Saskat-
chewan, who preached impressive and appropriate discourses on the
occasion. Last week the new edifice for the congregation of Knox Church,
Presbyterian, was opencd, the Rev. H. M. .Parsons, Toronto, preached
morning and evening, and the pastor, Rev. D. M. Gordon, in the after-
noon. The building is a good specimen of ornate English gothie.

A rew enthusiastic individuals are busying themselves in the endeavour
to organize a new Presbyterian Publishing House and to start another
paper in connection with that denomination. They are behind the age. The
time is past for that kind of religio-commercial enterprise. They may not
think so now, but they will be convinced of it when they have succeeded
in losing their own money and that of people who have been induced,
under glowing but impossible promises, to invest in a Quixotic enterprise.

Tuk nearest approuch to the holy fair, made memorable by Burns, is
the recreation camp of the present day. Under the guise of religion, im-
mense crowds, by means of reduced fares and extensive advertising, are
lured to the fashionable resorts run in the interest of pious stockholders.
To their credit be it said, the bachanalian orgies, prevalent in Burns’ day,
are absent, but in other respects it would be difficult to note much improve-
ment. The heretical and orthodox are judicially intermingled. Dr, Thomas,
of Chicago, utters his scorn of theological dogma, and the strictly orthodox
but sensational preacher of the Brooklyn Tabernacle orates from the same
platform. The pilgrims to the camp, after paying their admission fee, can
be entertained in cottage, tent or hotel for a liberal money consideration,
and when the allotted time is over, and the last hadji has departed, the
shareholders, who have no thought of makirg a gain of godliness, proceed
to divide the spoils. Why, bless you, it is a * business transaction.”

Ix the September number of the Canadian Methodist Magazine, Prin-
cipal Grant, of Queen’s University, has an able article on ‘‘Organic Union
of Churches ; How far should it go?” In his own characteristically liberal
way he shows that recent unions effected among various branches of Pres-
byterianism and Methodism have awakened desires in more thoughtful
minds for a wider and more comprehensive union of existing churches.
He is of opinion that the Congregationalists and Presbyterians ought to
unite, since there is really nothing to keep them apart. The doctrinal
differences between Presbyterians and Methodists are more pronounced,
but he thinks that a modus vivend: might be found by the exercise of
mutual tolerance. An amalgamation with the Church of England would,
at present, be still more dificult on account, among other things, of the
dogma of apostolic succession,  Still, even this, in the Principal’s view,
does not present an insuperable obstacle. There might be concessions on
both sides. John Knox favoured a mild episcopacy when he appointed
his superintendents. It is certain that for many reasons a closer union of
the Protestant churches is eminently desirable. It would effect a wonder-
ful economy of resources, enable the church to undertake more effective
work among the destitute, advance the work of missions, and be more in
line with the Saviour’s prayer “That they all may be one.” The conclu-
sion to which the Principal comes is thus expressed :—

How can this thing be? It must come from God, but each of us can help to pre-
pare the way and each of us is responsible for what he is able to do. We must talk it
up, write it up, preach it up. We must work for it, make sacrifices for it, pray for it.
The great thought will then take possession of the heart and mind of the Church, and
the Church will say that the thing must be.
are opposed had better stand out of the way.

And when it comes to that, those who

ASTERISK.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

. P., Ottawa.—Your M.8, to hand; too late for use this week.
LARRATT W. SMITH ——Reply to your guestion next week,

LOCAL OPTION.
To the Editor of The Week; :

Sra,—When Parliament permits its enacted legislative wisdom to become subject
to local approval, it practically re-delegates its power tolocal influence. It gives up one
of its essential functions, ag acting for the good of the whole cirele, in favour of any one
section or series of sections, and before so doing it must pre-suppose each section more
capable than itself of considering, not only which is good for itself, but what is good for
the whole, in adopting or rejecting its legislation. Thatis, in matters which of necessity
affect tho whole, and differing in this from ordinary municipal law. Parliament origin-
ally emerged from chaos, and it re-creates chaos by setting county against county, city
against city, and each divided against itself. And it cunningly escapes censure for
orude legislation and imperfect administration by throwing the onus of failure upon the
people themselves. And it accomplishes this, singular as it may appear, By not going
far enough on the new lines. It leaves the acceptance or rejection of its measure to the
will of & loeal majority within certain defined parliamentary extensions. Why should
there be any such arbitrary extensions? Why not grant the privilege to wards in cities,
and sections in countries ? This would intensify chaos. But why should not the power
be granted to hundreds of populations living closely together? Why not to a dozen,
why not to half a dozen, to three, to two, to one? When we arrive at number ono as
the extremist extension for loeal option, we once more broathe freely—we are all friendly
again to go on as before, And if Parliamont wishes to know what the voice of the
people is it must ask us all in the usual way, and act accordingly. And it must also,
a8 Mr. Leonard Tilley admits, take into account that in any radical change of policy it
must be supported by a majority strong enough to carry out its poliey. A fraction over
one-half could scarcely put the other half into prison for non.obedience. Power of
accomplishing must always accompany any practical, common-gense  LEGISLATION.

FROM GLOOM TO LIGHT.

Some years after the Restoration, an aged cavalier—whose sons had died fighting
for the lost cause, whose estates had been confiscated during the Protectorate, and
whose claims for past services had been ignored by the worthless court of the second
Charles—entered Lincoln Cathedral to pray.

Exirep from Hope, all gloomy seems my way,
O’er my dark life despair holds bitter sway
As, bending low beneath my cross of sadness,
L seek with aching heart the aisles of prayer;
For, oh! mothinks the rays of joy and gladness
Can never pierce the gloom of that despair
Which, ever growing, seems to be
So truly all in all to me.

And, as I slowly pace the column’d aisle
That semi-cleaves this grey, historic pile,
The vast Cathedral, bath’d in golden glory,
Reflects fair evening’s carmine-tinted sky
Athwart the chancel-window’s painted story
Of One who for our surety came to die.

Ag the soft trilling of a wayside stream

With gentle murmur soothes the wanderer’s dream
Fall the loved tones of Him, the meck and lowly,

Born on the anthem’s sweetness to mine ear,
Telling how e, the Lord of Heaven, most holy,

I, if I only trust Him, ever near.

How small my sorrows seem, compared with those
Whose awful ending bore dark Calvary’s woes.

My carly lands and home I lost. With sorrow
And a grudging heart I saw them pass away ;

But He resigned a throne whose glorious morrow
Welcomes the heart that scorns its King to-day.

Slowly the waning streams of golden light
Morge in the shadows of descending night,
As Hope, at Faith’s low call, comes softly stealing
From the fair mansions of the truly blest,
And, as I hend in supplication kneeling,
Soothes all ny gloomy doubts and fears to rest.

What care I now, though outward shadows fall,
For now I know, ah me, so well, that all
Those dreadful mists of gloom and doubt which shaded
The landscape of my heart, so long o’ercast,
Beneath the sunshine of His love have faded
In the receding outline of the past.
* * * *

As the weird gloaming weaves the shroud of day,
His parting breath in silence passed away ;
And the sweet organ’s grandly solemn pealing
And soften’d cadence swell’d unnoticed where
The moon’s pale beams of silver fell, revealing
A suppliant in the attitude of prayer,
Whose soul had fled this vale of woe
To meet the loved of long ago.

Herewarp K. Cocxkin,

THE SCRAP BOOK.,

FROM A PROSCRIBED BOOK.

Ix those countries where the Parliament is a truth, and the monarch is
only a figurehead, patiently endured, as in England, Belgium, and Italy,
the laws and decrees proclaim lies, when they are issued by manifestations
of the royal will, for they are the results of the Parliament’s will and take
effect whether the king accepts them or not. The Cabinet ministers lie
when they make use of the customary phrases: ¢ On behalf of hig Majesty
we recommend,” ¢ By his Majesty’s command,” ¢ We have the honour to
recommend to his Majesty, ““so and so,” for they know, and every one
knows, that the king has not recommended or commanded any thing. of
the kind, and that the “so and so ” recommended to him is usually an
established fact before they lay it before him, entirely independent of his
wish or decision. Every one knows, too, that the monarch is obliged in
reality to obey without question the designs and decisions of the Parlia-
ment and Cabinet. The king lies in every word in his address to Parlia-
ment, when it assembles, if he speaks in the first person, for the address is
not at all the expression of his own sentiments, but a document whose
composition is due entirely to others, who place it, when finished, in his
hands, and he reads it as a phonograph repeats the sentences that have
become spoken into thereceiver. The king lies when he accepts the fiction
that the prime minister is the man of his choice, in whom he has the
utmost confidence, for he is not at liberty to follow the dictates of his own
wishes, but must select and conform himself to the person pointed out to
him as the man for the place by the majority of the pcople’s representa-
tives, although he may detest him in his heart, and vastly prefer some one
else.

The king lies again when he signs, and allows to go forth as the expres-
sion of his will, the documents, appointments, etc., which are brought to
him by the Cabinet ministers mercly for his signature, and which are
sometimes exactly contrary to his genuine wishes and convictions.

In those countries where the will of the people is really constitutionally
enforced, the position of the monarch is ignominous, but the fiction of his
supreme authority is so skilfully concealed, and the external honours and
personal advantages and pleasures directly connected with the maintenance
of his royal position, arc so numerous and important, that we can under-
stand how men of self-esteem and little sensitiveness can condescend to
assume the role of a puppet whose tongue and limbs are set in motion by
the strings pulled by the members of the Cabinet., But in those other
countries, where the Parliament is a political imposition, the part of the
puppet is played by the representatives of the people, and it is much more
difficult to understand how men worthy of the name can find in the petty
gratification of their vanity any compensation for the humiliations
which, as members of the Legislature or Parliament, they are obliged to
endure.

We can understand how a king in his magnificent palace, in his becom-
ing uniform, in receipt of his splendid allowance, only hearing the most
cxalted expressions of respect, “ gracious Majesty,” ¢ illustrious Highness,”
and 8o on, falling like snowflakes about his ears, surrounded on all sides by
luxury and the most cxaggerated outward forms of homage, we can under-
stand how he can forget that the will of the people is the actual sovereign,
and that his glittering pageant of royalty would vanish entirely if he were
to attempt to play the role in earnest. But how can the members of Par-
liament in a sham limited monarchy consent to make themselves ridicu-
lous by speeches without effect, gestures without purposes, and votes with-
out results ; this is what we cannot understand. ~ Neither the undisguised
contempt of the prime minister nor the calumnies of the press subsidized
by the Government, deter them from their task, Can it be that they are
sustained by a secret hope that some day the Parliament may become in
reality what it now only appears to be. But such a hope or desire is im-
possible to any one who accepts and believes the fiction of the divine origin
of the monarchy. But in fact there is no middle course. An absolute
monarchy on one hand, a republic on the other. Any compromise is a
fraud and a lie, and a Government which calls attention to the dilemma
deserves the gratitude of all enlightened minds, But it ventures much in
doing so. It lays itself open to the attack of some politicians who might
say, * If logic is trumps, then the Government is the chief liar and hypo-
crite. If the will of the Emperor is the will of God, how dare you set up
a Parliament that even in appearance seems to limit the imperial will by
the will of the people. Either you are convinced that the people are
entitled to a voice in the management of the country, which means that
you believe in a republic, or else you have not the slightest intention of
admitting the right of the people to assist in the government ; you intend
to do as you please in everything, and the Reichstag to be a nonentity in
every way asregards the management of affairs. In this case the entire par-
linmentary elections, discussions, votes, etc., are a conscious lie. REither
Republicany or lars. There is no middle course.”

In addition to its political side, the lie of a monarchy has also its purely
human side, against which reason and truth revolt as much as against the
former. The fiction of the augustness and supernatural attributes of the
monarch humiliates and degrades in their own eyes all those who came
into personal contact with him, for they laugh at it in their hearts. The
spectacle of the king’s existence has always been a comedy to those who
had any share init. But each one played his part with zeal and apparent
conviction of its reality ; he never stepped out of his role, and while on the
stage, he took every possible pains to present the spectators, from whom
he was separated by the fiery barrier of the footlights, with a poetic delu-
sion which he never allowed to fade, and only the few confidents who were
admitted through the small stage entrance were allowed to see that the
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magnificent palaces of the scenery were nothing but old canvas, that the
Jewels and gold embroideries on the royal vestments were only paste and
tinsel, and that the hero, between two grandly heroic declarations, whispers

some one behind the scenes his longing for a glass of beer. But the
modern actors in this comedy are continually forgetting their roles, and
ridiculing them, ridiculing themselves and the honourable public. T would
entreat you not to fear, not to tremble. My life for yours. 1If you think I
come hither as a lion, it were pity of my life. No, I am no such thing ;

am a man as other men are ; and there indeed, let him nau.e his name,
and tell them plainly he is Snug the joiner.—Max Nordaw's Conventional
Lies of Owr Civilization.

IN LONDON.

WaLKING about the London streets, which are a more fascinating study
than anything to be found indoors, you are interested in finding that not
only do you see people who look like Dicken’s descriptions of his characters,
which would hardly have seemed probable, but people who look like Cruik-
shank’s pictures, which never seemed possible. Speaking of this to a
well-known American writer, who spends much of his time in London, he
acquiesced, adding that he had often been struck with the faces from

ogarth’s pictures he met in London crowds. Perhaps there was in

ickens even more of the genius of reporting, which is certainly genius of
8 high order, than he had credit for.

During two months in London I think I have seen more drunken
Women than drunken men in the streets. Statistics of this kind are apt
to be misleading, of course. I happened to sce more public drunkenness
In Parig than in London, and yet in hard drinking London no doubt takes
& long lead. But the drunken women and the drinking women that are
among the sights of the poorer quarters in London are not pleasing to the
eye of an American, who is not accustomed to see women on either side of
t_he bar. Here they are to be found on both sides. Barmaids serve the
liquor in almost every ‘ public-house” or ¢ gin-palace,” and in every one
you pass you can see women drinking. Sometimes there may be only a
few, and sometimes they form a large share of the crowd. You will often
8ee respectably dressed women, apparantly well-lo-do, walking openly into
these places, and evidently thinking nothing of it. They may be going in
merely for a glass of beer, but their less prosperous sisters are more likely
to be taking gin. 'The barmaid seems to be regarded as one of the estab-
lished institutions of the country. It is the custom to speak of her as the
“ pretty barmaid.” Perhaps this was true of the first generation of bar-
maids, but it is not easy to find the justification for it now. The barmaid of
the period has a businesslike, resolute look, ag if she could exercise the
functions of an American “ bouncer ” on occagion, but those we happened
to see were certainly not beautiful. An American (from Wisconsin) told
an Englishman, with some Western intensity, that in America the man
who put a woman behind the bar to sell his whiskey would be lynched by
the men who drank it. The Englishman seemed very much amused.

Therc was a most impressive moment in one of Spurgeon’s sermons a
ff}W Sundays ago. He was urging his hearers to prayer against a besetting
8. ¢ Let us breathe it now,” said he, and as he raised his hand it seemed
83 if with that act he lifted the vast congregation up on the heights of
Prayer. There was perfect stillness, and you could feel that the whole
assemblage was silently praying. The sermon was plain, direct, matter-of-
fact in the highest degree, absolutely without sensationalism of any kind,
and showing little claim on the part of the preacher to brilliancy or
eloquence. A preacher more unlike Beccher, with whom it is natural to
fompare him, could hardly be imagined. He seems to owe his great suc-
C?S}s to the strength of character and that mysterious quality called leader-
ship,

. Inone of the State apartments in Windsor Palace we were vividly re-
minded of one picturesque custom—an echo of feudalism, but itself of
modern date. On opposite walls of the Guard Chamber are perched two
Small silken flags, fresh in colour. These are renewed every year by the
Duke of Marlborough and the Duke of Wellington rvespectively, and this
Curious annual tribute is the sole condition on which these nobiemen hold
their titles and estates. A failure to pay it would work a forfeiture. The
attendant said that on the next day the Duke of Wellington’s year would
expire, and his new flag would be due. There has been no intimation in

6 newspapers that the title has lapsed, and it is safe to assume that the
hoble Duke was on time.—New York Tribune.

SCRAPS FROM ECCLESIASTICAL IIISTORY.

. In the year 1880 there was observed throughout the whole Benedic-
tine Order, and especially at the famous Abbey of Monte Cassino, which
Wwas the cradle and is still the centre of its organic life, the fourtcen-
fundredth anniversary of the birth of its illustrious founder, St. Bencdict,
In 480. The celebration was a natural one. Benedict may justly be
Styled the father of Western monasticism, which received its first impetus
and its mould from his informing hand, since all later religious orders, or.
at least all established before the Reformation, are directly or indirectly
modifications of his rule. To celebrate his centenary is in fact to keep the

Irthday of monasticism in the Latin Church. The institutions of mon-
asticism seemed almost to imply seclusion from the world—that the
cloister was the sole or the shortest road to heaven ;and if it be true that
“the Benedictine statutes still remain a living code, written in the heart
of multitudes in every province of the Christian world,” that is partly due

0 the remarkahle union in the person of their author of those opposite
characteristics, active and passive, which usually divide mankind—he had
the ingtincts at once of a worker and a thinker, s ruler and a recluse ;

"and his whole nature was dominated by that fervent yet profound en-

thusiasm without which ro man in any age—least of all in such an age as
his—can hope to exert a lasting influence over his fellows. Beunedict was
born at Nursia, in the Duchy of Spoleto, in 480, of respectable parents,
and, if we may credit Mabillan, gave early presage of his future sanctity
by singing enthusiastic hymns in his mother’s womb,

It is a common temptation of rulers ecclesiastical and civil to imperil
both alike by confounding uniformity with unity. Thisis one of the
stock charges of Protestant controversialists against the Church of Rome,
but it has in fact a wider application. The French Minister of Public
Instruction who boasted that at the same minute, which he could tell by
looking at his watch, the children in every school in the country were
learning the same lesson, and the French bishop who boasted that his clergy
was an army to which he had simply to give the word of command,
“ march, and they march,” betrayed a common addiction to the regimen-
tal method of administration. Uniformity was their notion of unity.

It has been justly observed by a recent writer, that not the least import-
ant side of the history of the Christian Charch is written in her hymns,
that is, of coumse, the history of her internal development and religious life,

A good specimen of dynastic prophecy may be found in the old
English proverb of Elizabethan days :

When hempe is spun,

England’s done,
‘where the five letters of the word “ hempe” stand for the five Tudor mon-
archs (Henry VIIIL, Edward V1., Mary and Philip, Elizabeth), and the
chances of invasion or revolution at Elizabeth’s death are indicated, — From
Ecclesiastical istory, by I. N. Oxenham.

“ SOBERING-UP.”

AN enterprising American has initiated a new system of what is called
by the cognoscents * sobering-up.” This ingenious person is the proprictor
of a Turkish bath which he keeps open all night.  When gentlemoen drink
a little too much at night, he cxplains, they come to him, and are put
through a process which enables them to recover in time for their business
engagements of the next day. ‘I have known men who were brought
here who could not walk, and in a few hours we would send them away
able to assume the most trying business responsibilities, and they would
walk as well as Weston.” It is not surprising to hear that the house is
crawded every night. The guests are afterwards conducted to the sleep-
ing chamber, which contains thirty or forty cots. In the morning they
are called, and, after a cold shower-bath, they are turned out * right as a
trivet,” The owner of the establishment then told the following story :—
“ Last spring a young man who was about to ke married to a rich yonng
woman living in the suburbs came into the city one morning to get his
certificate. He was a timid sort of a person, and before going to the
county clerk to call for what he wanted he took several drinks. He met a
friend in a saloon and got very full. Somehow between him and the
friend the certificate was procurved. He was to have been married at six
o’clock, and he was brought here in a carriage about two o’clock so drunk
he could not stand. His friend, who was also pretty well soaked, piteously
bemoaned the fact that the wedding would have to be postponed and both
parties disgraced. But, sir, we put them both through the process and
started them away to their train a little after five o’clock as sober and
dignified as judges of the Supreme Bench.”—2Pall Mall Budyet.

DRIFTING AMONG THE TIIOUSAND ISLANDS.

Never a ripple upon the river,
As it lies like a mirror, beneath the moon,
—Only the shadows tremble and quiver,
’Neath the balmy breath of a night in June.

All dark and silent, each shadowy island
Like a silhouette lies on the silver ground,
‘While, just above us, a rocky highland
Towers, grim and dusk, with its pine-trees crowned,

Never a sound but the wave's soft plashing
As the boat drifts idly the shore along—

And the darting fire-flies, silently flashing,
Gleam, living diamonds—the woods among,

And the night-hawk flits o’er the bay’s decp boson,

And the loon’s laugh breaks through the midnight ealim,
And the luscious breath of the wild vine’s blossom

Walfts from the rocks like a tide of balm,

—Agnes Maule Machar.

Tnou U. E. Loyal Rooster proud,
Why thus our slumber break !

Victorious bird, crow not so loud,
Or History will awake.

THERE are very few facts in the life of a presidential candidate that do
not come to light during a campaign. It is announced of ex-Governor
St. John that he ran away from home when twelve years old; was
married at nineteen and became a widower at twenty ; became a Cali-
fornia miner, and was chased barefooted by redsking over snow and ice for
two days ; was wrecked on the Sandwich Islands ; became a country law-

- yer in Illinois ; was a soldier during the war, ending as colonel, and’ lastly

became Governor of Kansas.— Masl,
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Wiraour Castle Garden and the consequent supply of immigrants
there is not an iron furnace nor a coalmine in eastern Pennsylvania that
could be operated three months.— Philadelphia Record.

TuE evidence of Sir John’s defeat by Mr. Mowat is now complete, and
the victory of this Province over her determined enemies is reason for
rejoicing by all upholders of provincial rights.—Ottawa Free Press.

TaE worthjest name proposed for the Governorship of Quebec, so far,
is that of Mr. Chauveau; but, we presume, if Sir Hector Langevin has
concluded that he is unable longer to cope with Mr. Chapleau, he will
demand and obtain the preferment.— Montreal Witness.

Parry planks to catch votes are sometimes of the most rotten and
immoral character. So it is with planks of the Republican and the
Democratic parties ; so it is with the arch-humbug Ben Butler. We can-
not clear Canadian statesmanship of the same offence.— Presbyterian
Witness.

THE most hesitating and sceptical must now be convinced that Mani-
toba is unsurpassed in her resources as an agricultural country. We
assert, without fear of successful contradiction, that Manitoba, to-day,
possesses more natural attractions than any other province, state, or
territory that we know of. —Brandon Sun.

It will be seen that, taking population into account, Halton has had
far more crime and vagrancy than other counties having no large towns or
cities. And we are quite justified in denying.the affirmation that prohibi-
tory liquor laws are effectual in removing, or even reducing, these evils.—
Hamilton Spectator.

THE business man who retains in his employ young men whose habits
in the matter of gambling he has reason to suspect ; the employer, be he in
private business or a director of a corporation, who continues in a position
of trust a clerk whom he has reason to believe is betting on ball games or
gambling in stock, is a partner in his crime if he becomes a thief. He has
furnished the occasion of his fall—&. Y. Independent.

THERE has been big borrowing of money and large investment of repu-
tation both for common sense and common honesty, in that hideous hoax
the Canada Pacific Railway. The ‘Premier,” as they call him on the
other side of the Detroit River, has gone in for it, “ promoted ” it, bragged,
lied and bet what slazy reputation he had to gamble on, so that quite a
number of dupes in England have an idea the road is really an asset, and
has a value.—Detroit Commercial.

Tne Ottawa Government are in need of some new cry, or some grand
scheme with which to occupy the public mind and draw away attention
from their collapsed fiscal policy, their extravagance and misrule. Annexa-
tion of the West Indies is just such a scheme as would suit the occasion.

+ And then what patronage it would give in the appointment of governors,
judges, senators, postal, customs, and inland revenue officials in all the
forty islands and islets 1—St. John Telegraph.

The Current, of Chicago, and THE WEEK, of Toronto, seem to be fully
justifying their claim to existence, and the latter journal has added various
new features in its change in editorial management. The contributed
articles maintain the high standard taken by this journal from the first, the
able notes of *“ Bystander ” (Professor Goldwin Smith), of course, being a
leading and ever-interesting feature. The reception which our Toronto
contemporary hasalready met, abundantly justifies the belief of its projec-
tors—that there is a field for an independent journal such as Tue WEEK
has 8o far proved itself to be.—Continental.

ParrisaNsuIp has been expelled from literature, and is being expelled
from religion; it finds its last refuge in politics, where party organs
indulge in wicked vituperation, malicious slander, and meaner insinuations,
and still are patronized and applauded. In this great Parliament which
the country is convening, the Christian Union recognizes but one cam-
paign legitimate for any Christian man to take part in : a campaign against
partisanship, with all its foul annunciation of falsehood, slander, and
malignancy, whatever honourable diffuise it may hypocritically assume,
whatever honourable cause it may assume dishonourably to serve.—Chris-
tian Union. : .

It is an undisputed fact that the game of cricket is played in America.
No one who has ever mingled with the cultured sons of Boston or the
blue-blooded scions of Philadelphia can for a moment doubt that fact.
But the truth must strike the most ardent lover of the naturalizations of
- English manners and customs on foreign ground that cricket does not bloom
readily in America. The game is not indigenous to the soil. The hard
hitting and sharp fielding of base-ball please the American spectators bet-
ter, and the American lad would rather display his muscle by making a
three-base hit than manifest his skill by a cool-headed defence of his
wicket against the work of a long-headed and clever-handed old bowler.
Cricket, sad to relate, is generally voted slow in America. It does not
prosper at all in the rapid, rushing vortex of New York life. A few years

o there was more cricket-playing done in America than there is to-day.
That shows what a poor hold the game has on the affections of the people.
But Philadelphia and Boston play cricket, the former with all its soul.
Philadelphia is sus generis in all things,.—Saturday Review.

Lorp SaLisBURY knows that the Government are as anxious as the
Opposition to deal with Redistribution, and that if the Franchise Bill

. passes this year, a Redistribution Bill is as certain tobe introduced next year
as the year is certain to arrive. He is also well aware that the reason why
the Government want to pass the Franchise Bill is that they may be able

* ‘todeal more thoroughly than would otherwise be possible with the redistribu-
" tion of seats. In point of fact his only fearis that theirscheme will be too com-
prehensive and too efficient, He can still venture to tell us that the House

of Lords have not stopped the Franchise Bill. “ We have,” he says,”

“ attached a condition to the passing of it, namely, that it shall be made
‘ complete, but if it is made complete, we shall pass it with pleasure.” If
Lord Salisbury had given full expression to the thoughts which were then
present to his mind, he 