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TORONTO, FEBRUARY 15, 1886.

EDITORIAL 4OTTINGS.

DEAR reader, dg you pray ? and when you

ray do you rem@mbver what you prayed for?
or do the desires fade from your heart, as the
sounds melt away into silence? When y.u
pray for revival do you work for it? When
you pray for grace do you leave your heart
.open to receive it 2 Could -you think of any-
thing that would more ~upprise some people
:than to receive an auswer to their prayers ?

PriNcipaL Caven, of Knox Presbyterian
College, Toronte, has written an article on the
revised version, whether it accomplishes all
-that can reasonably be expected from a revision
.at the present time. They that know the
Principal will give mugh weight to his utter-
ance. Conservative, ¢ wutious, candid, scholalv
.and exact novelty has little charm for him
truth every charm. Of the New Testame t
pversion he says that “in textual revision every-
tthing has been done that could reasonably be
-exprcted —the results of the eriticismsof the
last hundred years ave faithfully represented
in the text which underlies the revision” In
other words, the revised version of the N. T,
50 far as our present means of knowledge ex-
tend, more faithfuily represents what the in-
spired penmen wrote thanthe older version. Of
the translation, he writes “we should expect
any competent judge to say that the work is
well and thoroughly done.”

Evidently the Principal does not deem the
‘0. T. revision to be as thorough.  The fact is,
the materials are not available, but the gencral
verdiet is thus given regavding the whole: « No
service rendered to the Bible since 1611 can
be regarded as transcending in hmportance the
work of revision now completed. The work
is not perfect, hut the revised version will cer-
tainly be placed at the head of all translations
of the Scripture which have yet been made.”
We venture to add that Principal Caven herein

¢

ouly voices the opinion of all who have com-
petentiy studied the subject.

WEg ¢l special attention to the letter from
Mr. Hague which appears in our correspon-
dence column.  As Mosheim writes, it is clear
as noon day that the primitive churches were
Co -gregational ; but what of that, if life be
wanting 2 As in the acdress we were permit-
ted to give at the late Union, Mr. Hague urges
in his way, as we in ours, that denominsti n-
ally we must pre-eminently mest the spiritual
needs of the day, or our candlestick wi 1 be re-
moved.

“* Tis life, whereof our nerves are scant,

O life, not death for which we pant ;

X3 N 19
More life, and fuller, that we want.

THE annual reports from churches o have re-
ceived suegest s me rather anxious reflections.
Tuough Congregationalism is unscetarian, it
must of necessity be denominational, having
some truth or truths for which it is speciatly
called to bear witness hefore the church and
the world. We are a fraternity of churches,
or ought to be, unless every tun must sta:..d
upon its own base, and our special {fuuction be
to demoustrate the great fact of disiutegration
Among the churches of God. Bei o a frater-
nity we have some interests in cowmon ; mis-
stons in the line of our own special 1estimeay.
the needy amo- g us, our College, »nd our b -
erature.  Yet the iuterest taker in these de-
partments of general life is for the most part
very small. ¢« hurches seem satistied with a
collection of a few dollar- and then rvest from -
their Jabours.  This state of things must
change if we are vigourously to prosecute our
work. The Woodstock church at one of its
first meetings after orgar ization resolved th ¢
it would fathfully remember the work of the
denomination.  That is the true spirit of
brotherhond, not by constraint, but willingly,

and only thus can our mission be accomplished.
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Mission work and College interests are suffer-
ing with the want of this earnest esprit de
eorps, and the reflex influence upon pastors
and churches is disastrous in the extreme.
‘Brethren, do not eommit denominational
suicide.

N

THERE is in the present British House of
Commons a remarkable man of whom we
would speak & word : Joseph Arch. He be-
gan life as a Warwickshire labourer, hedging
and ditching at ten shillings a week. His
schooling was finished when eight years old.
He married, his wife brought himm no money
dowry, only character, love and inspiration.
In her companionship he found incentives tn
reading and to work. Forty years ago the
English labourer was thevretically as free as
the wearer of a coronet in the same land:
- practically he was a serf. Arch aspired to
something nobler. All through life he has
proved himself une of God’s noblemen. As our
eontemporary the English Nonconformist and

Independent says, Arch is an example of what

the Free churches of England have done, and
are doing. The Established church with its
priestly cast had never opened up—it would
have closed—the way of the Warwickshire
ditcher. In the fellowship of the Primitive
Methodists he found room to work,and he work-
ed. Believing Godliness to have profit for this
life, as well as for the world to ecumne, he be-
eame the champion of the labourcr, has vrit-
- ten and spoken much and well on the improve-
ment of the labouring class. In 1880 he offered
himself as a member for parliament, but was
defeated : the wider franchise of the late bill
however has given Hodge more votes, and
Joseph Arch defeated at the polls the heir to
one of Britain‘s proudest titles. He is now
sixty years of age ; the idol of his peers, the
agricultural labourers, political opponents can
but honour the unpretending man who by
British pluck and sanctified honesty has risen
from plashing 2 hedge to take his seat on an
equality with the proudest in the noblest par-
liament of the world.

Mg. StEAD, the now widely known editor
of the Pall Mall Guzette, having served out
his term of imprisonment, is again at liberty—
if indeed he ever were imprisoned, for walls
cannot confine the large and noble soul. What-
‘ever mistolos MY. Stead may have made, we

E

r

cannot but feel that his prosecution was »
persecution on the part of & class from whose
secret vileness he had remorselessly torn the
veil. Coofessedly he cnly technically violated
the law, for which he was fined and imprison-
ed, with hard labour, for three months; whlé
a rascally medical practitioner, who had as-
saulted a little gir! ten years of age, has since
been sentenced tc one wonth’s imprisonment,
without hard labour. The contrast is painfully
striking

Tue English CONGREGAT#PNAL YEAR Book
for 1856 has reached our desk. The addresses
to the Union by the chairmen for 1885 are
published; they have already been notieed in
our columns. In statistics the book is poor,
yet these we gather : The number of churches
and mission stations in England and Wales is
4,218 against 4,181 in 1884. Sittings are
provided for 1,582,409 people, as against
1,568,357 for 1864, How many are occupied ?
The Year Book however is a thorough direc-
tory for Cougregational churches and minis-
ters, and we trust its energetic editor, Dr.
Hannay, may long live to edit and to rule as
he so well and kindly does.

Froy the Christian World we take the fol-
lowing sketch of London at night, which will
also give information as to the work our E¥ng-
lish brethren are doing in that great city. The
indefatigabio Secretary of the London Congre-
gational Union, Mr. A. Mearns, is the presiding
spiric in this work :~—

London at night presents strange pictures, in striking
contrast to'the activities of the day. Soon after mid-
night on Saturday last four voluntary workers left ons
of the missionary centres of *he London Congregational
Union in search of homeless wanderers. The arrange-
mgnt was for two to perambulate the district north and
east of London Bridge, and two to traverse the streets
and lanes, the highways and byways of the western
portion, from Blackfriarg to Piccadilly.  Passing
through the city, the deserted aspe t of the ware-
houses, the stiliness of the streets, the dimly-descried
dome of St. Paul’s, the suspended bustle of Fleet-
street and the Strand, each in turn afforded material
fur reflection.

The search was painfully successfal. Upwards of
400 homeless outcasts were found by these two explor-
ers within four hours, and from the large number thus
met with, how difficult it was to select those who were,
apparently, the most deserving. In Covent-garden
alone, from 100 to 160 men and women were found
who had sought shelter within the porticos. Consider-
ing the time of year the night was a fairly good cne,
leas trying to’chose who were forced by poverty to find

.
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ahome in the streets. The testimony of one who had

“had frequent experiencg of the streets at night revealed
the réal bitterness ot this aspect of lifr “There i
not much in being out all night if one is well fed and
elothed; ita the empty stomach, the painful retrospect,
the present unutterable despair, the utter hopelessness
of the future, which together make the experience so
atterly wretched.” .

What revelations are sometimes afforded by a very
brief conversation ! A respectable-looking man was
walking aimlessly along the Strand. The sad tone in
which he informed his questioner that he was obliged
40 be out all night indicated much sorrow of heart.
“When did you work last?”’ *‘About thres weeks ago.’
*How long have you been out?’ *‘Three, nights run-
ning this week.” ‘‘Have you a trade?” ‘I am a nare-
houseman, All my effurts to get employment have
been unsuccessful.” When were you last employed as
warehouseman?”’ ‘‘About two years ago. Since then
Y have been aoing any kind of work I could get, the
:o;m‘zih’ ,work of a laborer, or anything that came to

nd. T

The.next one met was a labourer, who had walked
up from Great Yarmouth, aud fo » the last three weeks
had been ‘‘knocking about” London, with frequent
experience of restless wandering at night. A little
further on wae one upon whom consuinption. had set
the mark of death. The sad, wmournful expressions of
this unfortunate were painful to listén to. Sandwich
men, dock laborers, french polishers, tailors, bakers,
<ommercial travellers, soldiers, sailors, and a host of
'others, were represented within the precincts of Co-
vent-garden Market.

The case of a poor paralysed tailor seemed specially
hard. A ticket for shelter and breakfast seemed, how-
evar, to re-energise his distorted limbs, and to impart
frush cheer to his ordinary weary life. Hope deferred
was stamped upon the face of another man. *‘What
4 you work at?’ I follow dock work and the mar
kot; but I ain’t earned ne'er a penny nor a farthing all
the week.” Another poor fellow was nursing old
memories. ‘I didn’t knuw what it was to be out until
I lost my home. I've never been able to get another.”
The story was a short one, but it revealed a long
-sourse of sorrowful experience,

So the night passed on. At three o'clock, when the
deep, sonorous tones of Big Ben sounded forth the
hour, in striking contrast to the stiliness which reigned
on the western end of the Embankment, the work of
exploring was still. in progress. 'The Embankment
itself supplied but & small number of nomads. On
Blickfriars'-bridge about eighty were found, but as it
was ev'dently impossible to acooniodate all these, it
was deemed advisable to pass them by. Some expect-
ant watchers, however, were not to be overlooked in
that fashion, and before the bridge was crossed, an
extended rear guard was in attendance on the recog-
mized dispeusers of breakfast. -

On reaching Colliers’-rents the vast crowd of ticket-
less but yot hungry and homeless men and women,
‘wl;o'had assembled outside the hall, in the hepe of
gaining adittance, presented a most pitiable picture.
Efforts were made to select the most necessitous. but
the pressure way 5o great as to render this impossible.
Tt was decided to sorve the 160 assembled in the hall,
aud to select participants for the extrs provision after
4he first party had been served.

.

AN encouraging feature of the present day
is the prominence of christian aetivity in Col-
leges. It is no uncommon thing among the
secular colleges of the United States to find
fifty per cent. or more of the students profess-
ed christians. Our Toronto University has a
Y. M. C. A. of its own, with many active work-
ers, and our Theological Halls are fast learning
that a part of their experience in passing
through the much-needed training is wisdom
in winning souls. Beaten oil for the sanctu-
ary, the highest culture and knowledgé for the
Master’s service, but with all this, an unction
Lfrom the Holy One, and life in contact with
fellow-men. God fill our Colleges with holy
men, able to teach in all wisdom.

GXorrespondence.

ORGANIZATION OR NON-ORGANIZA-
TION.
To the Editor: . ‘

Is it not worthy of consideration, whether
the time spent in discussing the question of
organization ornon-organizationisspent wisely?,
There is room for difference of opinion on the
subjéct, and it*is to be presumed that both
sides have the same object in view; the exten-
sion of Christ’s kingdom is probably before
both ; if no, it should be. Those who say, let
us organize, doubtless expect to do the work
better by organization ; those who say, let each
church work on its own line, doubtless want
freedom in order torwork efliciently.

The work presses on every hand. Souls are
perist®ug! Let any man find out what is go-.
ing on in the way ot extending the devil's
kingdom around him, and he will truly have
little taste for disputes on such puints with his
brethren. But we may easily get oblivious te
this side of the world’s doings, in fact it is a
constant temptation to Christian pastors and
people alike to become oblivious. They may
live devout and church going lives and never
come in contact with the seething map of
wickedness around them, so they do not influ.
ence it. They live in a different world. A
church or group of churches may spend months
in discussions about points of ecclesiastical
order, while Satan is qu°etly reaping a harvest
of damnation in their very neighborhood. Let
us 1o our work then without hindrance from

one another; we ail need all the help we can
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get, and we need wisdom too, that we do not
follow mere will-o’-the-wisps leading us into
bugs and darkness.

_Our friend Mr. Allworth has Leen calling
attention to some very mean aspects of church
life. Truly they are mean enough. If they
are common they are a reproach to the churches
that have developed them. If the churches
have much of such “wood, hay and stubble”
as that, it is a sad comwmentary on our high
professiqus.

But are these things generally so ? Are there

_ not many other consideratiuns bearing in the
case ?

I think there are. Why, for example, should
persons leave a church in which they find true
fellowship and edifying ministry, to join
another in which the, have no certainty of
finding eitlier? Do you answer, Congrega-
tional principles? Then let us speak plainly
and say that Congregational principles per se
are no guarantee either of sound preaching or
quickeuning, fellowship ; yet thee beyond doubt
are the vital thinzs It is at their soul’s peril
that men neglect them.

What h.ve we seen in Canada of late years ¢
A pastor of a prominent Congregational churcl:
living in open adultery. Another pastor of a
large church known as an open fr-quenter of
suloons a1i-lar rooms Both of these have
disappeared from the scene. Let us be thank-
fal for that, but they were both for a time bonu
fidle pastors of Congregational churches.

Would it have heen right for any Christian
man to leave an Episcopal or a Presbyterian
church, in which he beard the truth pregchec
and enjoyed fellowship with devout s:gls, to
Jjoin himself to & church under such guidance
as that ? .

. Are there not to-day members of Congrega-
tional churches which deny the Lord, tha
,bought $1em? Non-orthodox you say. Very
true. But they are Congregational, pure and
sitaple, and if we talk of freedom this sort
developes it to a far higher degree than we d...
Now if Congregationalism simply as an eccles-
iastical system 1s to be followed wherever we
find it, then inva place where theie is no othet
sort than a Unitarian church a man is bound
10 join himself to that rather than to a Pres-
byterian or a Methodist, however Godly =
ministry and fellowship they may have. Is
this a conclusion that will hold ? ~ ‘Most of us

would revolt from it. The truth is, to 2 large

extent, Congregational churches originally
drew men out of uther systems by the furee of”
spiritual attraction, Uther churches were
dead. There was neither active trath nor
fellowship in them. But the spiritual forces
of true preuching and’ lively fellowship are
powerful magnets. Drawn by these, men came
out and formed churches on the basis of pure
communion and sound doctrine.

But the time may come when the position
is reversed. It is the Congrepational church
which is dead, and the others which are alive.
In that case the same spiritual torces wili draw
men out, and keep them from going in. How
vam it be otherwise? Few men can have
moved much amongst the churches of England
and Canada without seeing instances of both
kinds. What then is ‘the conclusion? Ii3
not that we should, when needful, (and if cer-
tainly is needful at some times «nd in someé-
places,) go back to first princip'es, and that
when we get back we should stay there.

With a holy ministry in which no man with
stains on his character can find place for a
lay, with 2 memb: rship of holy persons werk-
ng with the pastr; with energetic setting”
.orth, and ihat with no uncertain sound, of
niblical doctrine in its bresdih and fulness of
ipplication ; these, coupi.d with reasonable
sense in administering church atfairs, will find
uen ready to be drawn in, and kept in, now

W ever.
* G. HAGUE.
Montreal, January 22nd.

THE SEEDLINGS UNDER THE BRICK.

The power of seeds in germinating to force their way
through hard clods is very weil known. There is how~
ever a limit to this power, and some sceds never geb
through the hard substances that cover them. Some-
we retarded for a long time and Fetain their vitality
till in some way the incubus is lifted off them, some.
perish and never make a plant.

A man once never had a fir:e and fertile soil in his
garden in which he determined to plant some seed for
v ees in the future, He accordingly planted an acorn,.
a beech-nut, and an apple seed. The seeds were each
z00d with a vital germ and under proper conditions:
would produce a tree. But qver each seed “he firmly
placed a brick. The apple seed sprouted, sent out -
roots, struggled hard for air and sunlight, retained its
vitality for & long tirie and forced itsslf against the
brick, but counld 1 ot raisb it, nor penétrate it, and was.
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finally smothered under its weoight. The acorn germi-
nated and sent out rootlets down there in the dark,
but the sprout struggled for light and air. Weiglied
down with tho brick it could not rise, but it had mois-
ture, somo warmth, and much vitality, it pushed out a

, long spindling shoot of a yellowish white, till it reach-
ed the edge of the brick, then it shot out into sunlight
a tender weakly plant; it became green in time, form-
ed a curve in its growth upwards, and was s crooked
sapling and an ugly gnarled tree—but then it began
life-with a brick on it. The beech-nut with the brick
on it had very much the experience of the acorn,
only it was longer lingering into light, grew slower 2nd
made a more crooked and sturtted tree. Many wo.der-
ed why in such a soil there should be such unsightly
and unthrifty trees, but they did not know that they
commenced life under a brick.

The history of many of our Congregational churches
may be read in the story of the seeds under the brick.
Many of our churches in Canada were commenced as
mission churches, and planted in a good seil where
there was plenty of roum for them. Thereweroall the
conditions of growth but they had a brick on them.
They were placed under a church debt with the idea
that in some remarkable manner they could in their f-
cipiency push through the debt or carry it, by paying
the interest from year to year. Now all those who
have never been asked to help pay a church debt when
they have read this far, will say : *“that is it, churches
have no right to go in debt.” This however is not true.
1t is a very popular saying with those who do not like
to Le'p pay church debts. Clisely looked at, however
churches have as much right to contract a debt as an
individusl.

Asa general rule it is prudent for both ~individuals

and churches to keep out of debt. There may how-!

ever be circumstances in whichanindividual ora church
may be fully justified in contracting a debt. When
the debt is contracted for some necessary object, not
for mere ornument or luxury, and there is a good, and
reasonable prospect of its being paid in due ‘time, it
may be wisely contracted.

No general rule can be laid down that shall have no
exceptions.

One rule which we believe should have no exception
is, that mission chyrches should never be started with
a debt' on them. It should be considered asasine
qa non of beginning a mission chureh, that it begins
without a debt. But yo'. must have church buildings,

.that is true. In this climate wo cannot hope to do
anythiug by preaching, as a rulg, out of doors. Hence
it should be considered as a legitimate part of mission-
ary expenses to erect decent, modern, comfortable

buildings for missionary enterprises, not necessarily
expensive, but in keeping with the surroundings. ,
No denomination should feel that they are prepared
for missionary work,in the home field, in the nineteenth
century, till they can start with a place to preachin,
and in which they may rationally hope to gather a
congregation, and this place should have no debt upon
it. For how can parties who, cannot pay running ex-
penses without missionary help pay a debt, or the in.
terest on one, A church paying its own way may nob
find it diflicult to raise a few hundred dollars more for
the interest on the debt; and if they did they could
 keep the minister’s family on short commons for a few
years, that is, on the supposition that the salary is no#
& minimum one, and will bear paring dowa without en-
dangering the pastoral relation. At any rate a church
that is self-supporting ought to be able to judge wheihj
or they could pay the interest on a church debt out of
their own pockets, or safely squeeze it out of the min-
ister’s salary. No instruction is offered on this point.’
A mission church however, is differently situated. I
cannot meet its current expenses and its minister is
dependent on outside aid, and his salary cannot be
pared without coming down to the quick. There 18 no
resource from which the interest on two or even one
thousand dollars can be drawn. If a church in doing
its utmost cannot pay its minister, how can the same
church pay a yearly interest on a church debt? Yes
parties in self-sustaining churches will say : surely they
can raise the interest on 2 thousand or so. Now let
the mission church in its straits get the ladies—if they
happen to have them—at work with their needles, géb
up socials and sell their work, and they will be de-
nounced for resortihg to such means for getting money.
In fact all the money they can legitimately raise be-
longs to the missionary society, whom they are morally
wund to relieve of the burden which they have asguiie
ed. In many cases however, this thing is not consider-
ed--a mission church is expected to grow under =
church debt as the seed under the brick, and mea
wonder that so many of our mission churches have fail-
ed, or been stunted and dependent for years, Why is
it? they say, something is wrong. Youare in the
wrong place. You had better pull up stakes, and try
somewhere else. Orelse : ““There isa stick in the
pulpit, or there would be miore ‘progress.” No, riot
there is & brick on the seedling, and if it should creep
out under the circumstances into daylight, it will ‘5&
with a bent back, stunted and crippled at. the stax.
It will carry the effects and marks of its early struggles.
deep down into the next generation. By vhis, we dd
not mean that mission churches should be advised K
shift without church buildings—this they cannot do.
But that in planting a mission where there is no nu-
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<leus to assumo responsibility, or pay for church build-
ings, means should first be taken to secure such build-
ings, which should be the property of the missionary
society, till such time as the church can pay for them,
ahd buy thom from the missionary society at such price
a8 they may choose to put upon them. No scheme is
submitted as to how this thing could be accomplished,
that is left to wise heads, but it would be easier to col-
Tect money to establish & hew mission in an approved
position, and start it without & debt on it, than to con-
tract the deht and then ask the people to pay it, who
say, why was this debt incurred ?

In the above remarks nothing has been offered on
other important aspects of this question; such as, how
much easier it would be to gather a church where there

isno debt. There are many who would like to join
the people of God who are deterred by the responsibil-
ity that they must incur if they do—liabilities to which
their circumstances are unequal. This is'especially the
case in churches that start among the poor, who cannot
be held responsible for the debt. Those who have
means yre slow to connect themselves where they know
there are none with them to share the Tliabilities, and it
is hard to blame them. It is natural for seeds to try
1o get out, but never to run their sprouts under a brick.

W. H. ALLWORTH.
St. Thom:zs, Jan. 29th.

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARY'S LETTER,
KINGSPORT. .

Owing to delays on the way, it was half an hour after
the time appointed, that I arrived at the meeting house,
The people in the meantime had assembled and enter-
tained themselves by singing hymns. Haying srrived
T at once took charge, and althougly weary and worn
by the journey, delivered an address and felt in some
measure repaid by the interest the people manifested.
In this field there are three preaching stations, but the
people have had no pastor for sume time past and are
consequently somewhat disorganized, but they belong
to the hardy race of Congregationalists who do not die
easily, and while there is any hope of improvement in
their condition they will not despair, At present they
hold prayer meetings in the absence of preaching ser-
vices. The right man would do a splendid work in
ihis field; can he not be found? A Foreign mission
band is to be organized among the young.

SOUTH MATTLAND.

At half past four' in the morning I left Kingsport
and pursued any journey as dilligently as possiblc, but
despite my efforts to the contrary I arrived at the
above named plece at eight o’clock Friday night, just
one hour laté for the meeting. The pastor however
wes on hand and engaged the attention of the people
during the hour with a bible reading. The attendance
was large, and consisted principally of young men. On
my arrival I was at once introduced, and addressed the
meeting. The pastor then followed in touching strains
with an appropriatesong. Much enthusiasm was mani-

fested. A good collection was raised, mnd it was re-
solved that & Foreign mie ion society should be formed
in the neighborhood.

. LOWER SELMAH.

. An opportunity of addressing the members of the
church in this place accurred on Saturday afternoon,
when they were assembled for service preparatory to
the communion, and afterward of becoming persqnall
acquainted with them. Next evening the little build-
ing was crowded. [ preached a missionary sermon.
At the close the ordinance of the Lord’s supper was
obgerved. . Five members were admitted into fellow-
ship. The meeting throughout was very impressive,
not a few of those present were moved to tears. Truly
the time of harvest scems to have come in this place
and we wish our brother a glorious ingathering.

NOEL.

In the afternvon of Sunday T met with the.Sunday
school. It was well attended. The Pilgrim Lesson
Helps were in use, and are preferred to all others by
the school. They certainly appear well worth intro-
ducing into our Sunday schouls, At the cluse of the
Sunday schoul, a congrugation assembled in the church,
considerable enthusiasm was awakened and a good col-
lection was taken up for our society. After the ser-
vice one gentleman said he listened to a sermon through
that day for the first time in his life, Another made a
voluntary offering for our work, and the people who
heard about it declared that the day of miracles had
not ceased; and u little girl gave a gold piece to buy
billes for little girls in Africa, and said * telk them
when I grow up I am coming out to teach them about
Jesus.” ~ Other signs of interest in the work were also
manifested. The last three churches are under the
pastoral care of the Rev. Jacob Cox. This brother is
bishop over a district stretching for thirty miles along
the coast, and embracing six preaching stations. Dur-
ing the past summer student Hart gave him good assist-
ance and won the affections of the people. He has
mang difficulties to encounter, yet he works with a
cheerful heart and a sung continually on his lips save
when he is preaching, and not even then does he al-
ways cease singing. A wise, skilful evangelist might
render valuable assistance in this field ‘‘for the time
of ingathering seems.to be at hand,” but the pastor
feels that it were better for him to rean single handed
than to have one who might either sow thorns among
the wheat, or stir up strife among his people and then
leave him to heal the breach and uproot the weeds as
best he could. Bro. Cox is much interested in our F.
M. epterprise, and during the missicnary meetings his
enthusifsm reached a white heat. He declared he
would like to go to Africs, China, or any country where
there are millions of people without the gospel, but he
is now so situated that he cannot go, he hopes how-
ever that some of his children will in due time go.

ECONOALY. .

I was anxious to travel by the shortest route, so
hired a skiff and sailed across the Minas basin to Upper
Economy onTuesday afternoon,where I was mot by Dea-
con Fulton and the Rev. Mr. McLeod. At a social held
in Deacon Fulton’s house Tuesday evening, I had an
opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with a
number of ‘people young und old. Next evening a
meeting in the interests of our F, M. was held in the
church in Central Economy. It was dark and windy
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without and warm and cloge within, so that the num-
ber in attendance was not unusually large, and those
resent were not feeling especially bright. The meet-
ing, partly owing to the dull address of the speaker,
was not the most inspiring kind, yot there was some
.interest awakened, and a fair collection raised. Tho
church here has heen for some time past without a pas.
dor. Last summeor atudent Macallum had charge of the
work. The essence of prudence and the elixir of true
piety scem to have been so well mixed into that youn
brother’s nature as to give flavor to all he says an
does, and certainly the memory he leaves behind him
is & very creditable one. At present the Rev. F. Mc-
Leed, a graduate of Andover seminary, is supplying
the pulpit with a view to the pastorate of the church.
He 18 8aid to be a fine preacher and appears to be in
full sympathy with our F. M. work. Leaving Econ-
omy, I went to Londonderry, took the Intercolonial
Railway train, and returned to Montreal.

Thus ends the first two months of my labor. Dur-
ing that time I have visited nearly all our churches in
Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Delivered
addresses at sixty-two meetings, visited a large number
of persons sick and well. Travelled 3,760 miles, and
my expenses including cab fare, pullman car when
needed, and nearly two hundred and fifty miles of stage
travel, were 866.30. Had I visited the Lower Provin-
<cs at an earlier season they would have been less.

W. T. Currie,

THE FREEDOM OF THE PULPIT.

.

To the Editor :

The question raised by Mr. Beaton is one of those
which are constantly cropping up in the churches and
which demands constant wisdom, the wisdom which
comes from above, to deal with it.

It is in no canting or goody-goody spirit that 1 say,
let pastors and churches alike seek for Divine guidance
with a due sense of responsibility, and it will not be
withheld. -

Mr. Beaton pleads strongly for the poet and the
thinker, His muaning is not particulrrly clear, for the
rhetoric of his letter is more prominent than its logic,
but apparently it is a claim on behalf of certain per-
sons who consider themselves poets, and certain others
who call themselves thinkers, to a large license in their
pulpit utterances because of these characteristics.

Now there are poets and puets. I never knew the
-churches object to the man of genius who clothed the
truths of our common salvativn in poutic imagery.
Such are always welcome, and their songs speedilg'
make their way round the world.

But the chure’ is jealous, and with good reason, of
amen who claim that because they have (or think they
have) the poetic faculty, it 'does not matter whether
what they sing is true’ or false. Despite of some
aneers at orthodoxy that meet us now and then, it is to
be presumed that there ure such things as truth and
falsehood, and it is gengrally understood amongst us
that religious truth is not’a thing for men to be groping
after in the dark now-a-days. .We have found it, and
:an’ unspeakable prize it is. It is worthy of all the
poetry that illustrates it, and if more poets try their
bhands at further illustration, the churches will bid
4hem God-speed ; but when the poet wanders off into
dogs and darkness, brilliant as his genius may be he is

1ot wanted in the church. Byrons and Shelleys aro
out of place there,

With regard to thinkers, there are different sorts of
these wlsa. There are young thinkers and old think-
ers. There are thinkers whhnow‘whem truth respect-
ing Divine things is to be found, and who are content
to spund their intellectunl strength in understanding,
expounding, illustrating and enforcing the recoxfgl
There are oshers who are ambitioas to evolve theologi-
cal truth out of their own consciousness, or who take
their inspiration from men of this stamp. Such are
ewrhlekming, but never come to the knowledge of the
truth.

The churches generally give a hearty welcome to the
first. But if they are jealous of the second, can it be
wondered at ! Long experience has demonstrated that
such thinkers, no matter how powerful their intellects,
only evolve therefrom mere lies and phantasies, so
they become mere blind leaders of the blind.
¢ Your correapondent sneers at plirasemongers, I am
a0t aware that dullness is glorificd either in the Divine
word or the experience of the church, but if the chuice
had to be made, I wr-uld rather listen to truth from o
phrasumonger than to lies from a poet and thinker.
Mr. Beaton casts w side-flip at orthodoxy. But what
is orthodoxy? Right teaching, is it not? Teaching the
truth ! Does our friend wish to teach falsehood ' A
Congregativnal church is scarcely the place for that.

He refers more than once . dead creeds.

A minister who knows the Christian world as it is,
should be aware that the great creeds of Christendom’
and the great confessions of the older churches are not
dead, but living and powerful forces in*the experience
of millions of Christians of the present day. ]

A Christian church is not a free-thoughts club, and
we that listen have sume rights in this matter.

CoMMON SENSE,

. ’ EXIT SALEM.

Mr. Epiror,—The following paragraph is chpped
trom the Halifax, N. 8., Chronicle of 23rd Jan., and.is
significanfas showing the departure of our denomina-
tional relic in the capital of N. 8.:

*‘The salem church building, which was purchased
by Mr. E. W. Crease, to be converted into mercantile

‘f premiges, has commenced to undergo the necegsary

changes, carpenters being at work inside yesterday.”
Salem church, which has practically, as a body,

ceased Yo exist for some years, had for some time a
strugaling existence. It was supplied almost entirely
by pastors from Eungland, and was aided in their sus-
tention by the Colonial Missionary society. For sev-
eral years the edifice has Been either closed altogether,
or temporarily occupied by other denominations for
Sabbath school or 14ission work. The hope has been
fostered by some of us that an effort would be made
by our Congregational Missionary society to start
the work there afresh as a city mission, the building
being well Jocated for such an enterprise. However,
Halifax from some canse does not seem to mncurish
Congregationalism and years ago the old Mather
church of that city, named after Cotton Mather, glided
quietly from us into Presbyterianmism; and then to hide
any suspicion of its puritan ancestry received its pres-
ent name of St, Mathew’s, which would sound envugh,



44

like the original to keep some old people quiet. ling
Ualem now goes, not to b o place of  worship at all,
but from being a hous: 1t God to become o place of
merchaundise,

Idews of the Xhurches.
Burrorn.—Tho annual mccting of this ‘church took
place on January 13th, at which time the fiftieth annual
report was presented, the church having just celebrated
its jubilee. The financial repurt was especially gratify-
ing, the church having raised for all purposes two
hundred dollars more than during the preceding year.
Seventy-four new members were received into the
church, five by letter and nineteen by profession of
faith, twelve of whom came from the Sunday school;
against this we had to place the loss of four members
by rcmoval to Brantford. Rev. W. Hay, the long-
loved pastor still ministers to us, his preaching being
appreciated more and more. During the past summer
a rest was given to himn, and Mr. Mason, ene of our
students, for five months filled the pulpit and visited
the people with areat acceptance, The report of the
Sunday school was encouraging. The Bible classes
have increased in numbers and interest. The school
has a large library, this year were added one hundred
volumes. The schoul uses the Pilgrim quarterlie's and
Bible lesson pictures, and furnishes its teachers with
Peloubet s notes. Oune remarkable fact is that during
the fifty years ol its existence the school has had only
three superintepdants. Mr. Elliott was the first, he
was succeeded by the late Samuel Gammagg, and he
by the present incumbent, who has been connected with
the school first as teacher and since in his present posi-
tion, for twenty-three yeats.

Destax Scuoor House.—Though this name never
appears in the reports it has been a field for Christian
effort for many years. A week-night service is con-
ducted, alternately, by the Methodist and Congrega?
tional pastors of Melbourne and Richmond. Most of
the families are Congregational or Methodist. A Union
S. 8. is held. At the annual-school festival’the build-
ing was crowded ; the story of the advent was recited,
sung and dialogued. Many took part, from the toddling
lisper to theadvanced pupil. Addresses were given by
Rev,George Rubertson and Mr. Alexander McDonald,
superintendent of the Melbourne Congregational . .
We hope to be able to report still furtheradvangement
as the year rolls by.

GrorGETOWN.—The annual meeting of this church
was held in the school room on the afternoon of Thurs-
ddy, July 4th, 1886, and notwithstanding the inclem-
ent state of the weather; was largely attended and was
of peculiar interest. Dnring the year previous to the
one through which it had just passed it was without a
pastor and strugeled along the best it could with sup-
plies, and although not utterly cast down, yet a feul-
ing of despondency had taken posseasion of a mumber
of its members and adherents, but under the able and
devoted management of Mr. J. W. Pedley, who was
ordained as pastor in June last, this feeling has entire-
1y disappeared and given place to one of great hopeful-
ness as to the future. During the pastseason the regular
congregation has doubled itself. The attendance on
tlie Sunday school has materially increased, and an in-

terest bas been awakened in the prayer meeting never
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hefore experionced in the history of the church, the
number meeting regularly every Thursday evening be-
ing most encouraging. ‘Tho pastor also meets a class
for the study of the Sunday school lesson every Mon-
day evenings which is lurgely attended. Alse the fi-
nances of the church in every departinent are in a
flourishing condition, the Treasurers of the different
funds reporting in every case a sufticiency (and 1n many
cuses a surplus) for the running expenses of the church.
The most gratifying report of the financial standing of
the church was that of the Treasurer of the church
building fund, who reported thai the efforts of the
church during the past summer had been instrumental
in entirely freeing the building from debt, with a small
surplus on hand, consequently we start out on another
year thankful for the past and hopeful for the future.

+vELPH. —Last month the young men of the Con-
gregational church here gave a Now Year’s social. The
largest number of people that ever filled the basemen®
greeted them on the occasion. The young ladies were
particularly interested in secing how the young men
would acquit themselves in the discharge of the respon-
sibility assumed by them, viz: that of attending to all
the details involved in the preparation of the tea, serv-
ing the tables, and carrying out the musical and liter-
ary programme prepared for the occasion. Thjs is
the way a city paper noticed it:--*‘In their shirt sleeves,
with white ties on and looking as neat and tasty as
could be desired, the young men of the Congregational
church attended to every want of their numerous pa-
trons. The speind was gotten up entirely by young
men. They decorated the church, procured the vict-
uals, got up the tea and arranged and carried out the
musical aud literary programme, and more than that
they paid all the expenaes nut of their own pockets, in
order that the gross receipts of the social might be de-
voted to the organ fund. The spread was simply ex-
cellent, and it is said made the fadies jealous, while
the waiters were so kind, attentive, obliging and smarb
that one could not resist aiding in keeping them at
work. The annial meeting of the church and Con-
gregation was held on the 20th ult.  After partaking
of tea the friends spent over an hour in social inter-
course. The annual reports of the church and differ-
ent societies were then submitted as follows:--Pastor's,
Treasurer’s, Ladies’ Associntion, Women’s Missionary
society, Ladies’ Sewing Circle, Sunday school, and
Young People’s association. The Pastor reperted 2%
as being received into the church during the past year.
The Treasurer reported the total amount raised for all
purposes to be $2,160.46. The several reports were
very encouraging. Though suffering from removals,
the church has now the largest congregations it ever
has had. The Women’s Missionary society is doing an
excellent work, in deepening and widening the inter-
est both in Home and Foreign Missions. The Young
People’s association is doing much to band togetfer
he young people of the church and congregation.
Mr. John. W, Clarke has beep chosen President, and
Mr. Robt. Howell vice-President. The general plan
of work adopted by the association for this year is ps
fellows: one evening js devoted to ‘‘extempore speak-

5,” another to the study of ‘“men and books,” a

. ird to “‘scientific talks,” and a fourth eveningis
spent in the reading of *“‘The Quill,”” a manuseript
paper made up entirely of original matier, contributed

by members of the association. The general planjhere
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skotched is each ovening interspersed witlt musie. Th.
moetings are held fortnightly.  During this  winter
cottage prayer moetings are being held in  different
housus, and are conducted by the Pastor.  The Wed-
nesday evening prayer meeting is always largely at-
tended. The young people conduct a Sabbath morn-
ing prayer meoting. The teiachers and officers of the
Sunday school hold a mueting'for prayer at the cluse
of each session. The ladies hold a monthly prayer
meeting. The Sunday school last weck held its anui-
versary, the children after tea had a most enjoyable
time of it. Our esrnust prayer, in entering upon an-
other year's work, is that it may to us be one of *‘the
years of the right hand of the Most High.”

HayiLroxn.—The annual meeting of the church avd
congregation was held un the evening of Wednesday,
20th January. This meeting is held for the purpcse
of hearing reports frum the various oflicers and organt-
zations of the church. This year it was resolved to
dispense with the usual tea meeting so that more time
might be given o the. consideration of the reports.
There was a large attendancoe of the members of the
church and cungregation. The pastor, Rev. John
Morton, presided, and said in his openingremarks that
by the goud hand of God upon us the oftice bearers
and conveners of curmmittees were able to present the
reports of another y r's work by this church. These
reputts record material results rather than spintual.
They tell the number of dollars raised, the number of
members on the roll, and the agencies employed. They
wili show that our membership has increased in spite
of the removals and is now over 200. They will show
that the ordinary income has been more than sutlicient
to meet the ordinary expenditure ; that we have raised
no incounsiderable sum for missionary purposes and
that we have cut a largs slice off the church debt.
They will shuw also that we have no fewer than ten
agencies within the church, viz: Tho Sabbath school,
Young Men's Sunday morning meeting, The Young
People’s Sunday evéning mesting, The Evangelistic
Committee, The Young People’s Prayer Circle, The
Ladies’ Visiting Committee, The Gentlomen's Visiting
Committee, The Ladies’' Sewing Society and the Young
People’s Mutual Improvement Society. During the
year as will also be shown we have raised not a little
for benévolent purpos:s, and of purely extra work we
have entortained the Union. It will thus be seen that
we make a fair show in members, money and methods f
work. These reports cannot tell the spiritual results,
which are afterall most important and for which all the
agencies exist. God only knows how much true worship
we have rendered during the year, how much fellow-
ship with Christ, how much elevation of heart from
this fellowship, how many evil habits overcome, and
how many graces cultivated. God only knows how
much purer, better, nobler, we have been on account
of our fellowship with this church during the year,
aor can we tell the results of our work in relasion to
others. God only knows in what manner we have ied
ehildren to love Christ, in what manner we have im-
pressed the claim of Christ on men. and by our lives
sommended the gospel to the world. I am not down-
hearted about these results. I beliove that though we
have fallen short of what we might have done we have
left results which will tell to the end of time and which
will’be seen in the harvest. As to the fature letall
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the agencivs be carried on with energy, but let md
urge the need of more communion with Christ. In all
our church work let us be looking up into his face for
the spirit and iuspiration requured. Mr. Laing, the
church Secretary, then read his annual report, from
which it appeared that the mewmbership roll showed
after allowing for removals, deaths and members drop-
ped, 204 which is an increase of 7 ovver the number
(197) ot the close of last year, the largest numnber ever
upon the hooks of the clurch. From the report of
the General Treasuror and of 1. C. Bule, the Treasurer
of the Debt Fund, it appeared that the sum of $2341 51
had been raised by the Weekly Otferings, $669.26 from
open collections and $180.39 from other sources, mak-
ing a total of $3090.96 for local church purposes; from
this and the balances in hand at the beginning of the
year thore has been paid as follows :—¥For ministry of
the word and extra pulpit supply, $1,260; for local
church purpo. es including interest on debt (82,000,)
$890.59 ; for church at Stratford, $20 ; Congregational
Union, §10; College, §35 ; Church debt, (reduciug it
to $1,250,) §750; Towal, &2.955 59; which leaves
balances to the credit of the gencral and debt fund of
845 81 and 889.56 ruspectively. In addition to these
amounts 1t appeared fruom the report of missionary
committee th. t $140 was raised by it for missionary
purposes, to which may be added $20 sent direct by
one of the cultributurs and $110 raisud by the Sunday
school, m addition to about $30 also raised by the S, 8.
for special ber evolent purposes at Christinas time, The
Ladies’ Sewing Sucicty had also raised about $100
which was expend d principally in benevolent objects.
Mr. Aitchison, the Saperintend nov. f the S. school and
who has been connected with the school in some capa-
city for more than thirty years, in his report gave a
very mteresting sketch of 1ts past history. clising with
a very eloquent appeal to the parents and friends pres-
ent to aid the teachers by their cu-operation, The
school, which is in a very healthy stute, numbers 191
children, taught by 19 teachdrs, the largest number of
whom have been scholars of the school. The average
attendance of the year was 145.  Ruports of the other
organizations followed. The West Eud mission schoul
was reported on by Mr. Black, the Superintendint.
From the report it app a ed that good was being done,
Votes of thanks to retiviy officers, the choir and wue
cl ai man, brought a very successful meeting to aclose.

Loxnon.—The annual meeting of this church was
held on the 30th ult., the attendance was large. € air
occupied by the pastor, Rev. H. D. Hunter, who in
opening said that the close of 1885 completed the
fifth year of his ministry among them, as well as ane
other page in church history and hfe. Contributions
to denuminational schemnes have increased some 34 per
cent.; open or plate collections exceed those of laut year
by a considerable sum ; che sums reported for all pury
posres are $145.72 in excess of last year. The year has
been murl ed by more of personal and relative affliction
in both church and congregation than any former one,
The dark shadows of painful and protracted illness
have fallen wpon many families, and the darker sha-
dows of denth have fallen upon the hearthstones of
seven beloved families, in the decease of nine of their
domestic circle. The loas during the year of membets
was thirteen ; the addition, phirty-eight, eight by lctter
and thirty by confession. Within the past few months
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thero have been organized within the church two so-
* eietiesa—the one of Y. P. M. and L. Society, and the
other the Temperance Association. The large attend-
ance at the Lord’s Supper indicates high spiritual con-
dition. The Treasurer’s report shows total amount
received during the year from all sources, $4,066.70 ;
expenditure, $4,004.04 ; balance cash on hand, $62.66.
The Sabbath school is in a healthy condition. It has
a temperance society of over 75 members, and an ex-
gellent literary and musical association with 50 mem-
bers. The number on roll is 301; officers and teachers
32. The average attendance is, scholars 217; officers
and teachers 29. Funds received $202.13; disburse-
ments $146.97; volumes in library 638. The Ladies’
Auxnliary Society gave evidence that the ladies had
been fzithful to their duties. Collections during the
wyear, $432.19. We congratulate church and pastor on
their continued prosperity.

ListrowerL.—The Rev. Dr. Gunner having retired
from the pastorate here in July last, the friends have
been anxiously looking around for a successor, which
they have now found in the person of the Rev. W.
Burgess, known to the Canadian Temperance world by
reason of his connection with The Canada Citizenand his
advocacy of the Temperance question. Resolving upon

' giving up editorial work and consecrating himself to
the work of the Christian ministry he was brought be-
fore the notice of the church, and after supplying for
some months has been cordially invited to accept the
pastorate, which he has done; and the churches of Lon-
don, Listowel, Stratford, Wingham, Guelph and Bond
Street, Toronto, were invited to send delegates to meet
in council at Li cowel, on Tuesday, January 20th,
1886, for the purpose of ascertaining the character and
fitness of Rev. W. Burgess for the work in which he
desired to be engaged, and if satisfactory to proceed

Assembled at 3 o'clock, the Rev.

.D. McGregor,of Guelph, was appointed moderator,and

the Rev. C. E. Gordon-Smith of Stratford, scribe. The
roll of the invited being called over the fullowing con-
stituted the members present: Listowel : Rev. W.
Burgess, Mr. John Climie, Mr. Charles Barker ; Strat-
ford: Rev. C. E. Gordon-Smith, Deacon Charles
Snazel ; Guelph Rev. D McGregor ; Wingham : Rev.
R. K. Black ; 1sond Street, Toronto: Rev. Dr. Wild,
Mr. E. Potts. Messrs. McMillan, senr. and junr, of
Listowel, and Rev. F. W. Clarke of Speedside, were
invited to sit as honorary members. Deacon D.D. Hay,
of Stratford, having to retire on account of sickness,
Mr. J. Climie stated the circumstances leading to the
call of the pastor, which Mr. Burgess confirmed. In
place of written credentials, Rev. Dr. Wild gave testi-
m ny to closs persunal knowlelge of Mr. Burgess as a
member of his church during the last five years, which
Mr. E. Potts corroborated. Mr. Burguss then gave
an account of himself prior to coming to this country,
giving a clear statement of hig conversion, devotion to
Christ's service and doctrinal views; and after a free

prayer. The moderator asked the usual questions,
whieh were replied to by Messrs. J. Climie and W.
Burgess, the Rev. C. E. Gordon-Smith giving the right
hand of welcome. Rev. R. Black offered the ordina-
tion prayer, after which the Rev. W. F. Clarke ad-
dressed the pastor, and Dr. Wild preached to the peo-
ple a characterigtic sermon from the text Gen. 1, 27,
** So God created man ‘n.his own image, in the imace
of God created he him, male and female created he
them.” We could not see any relation between the
subject and the occasion, but the Dr. evidently thought
there was some suitability in the subject to the locality,
and in his own peculiar style discoursed very accept-
ably to the large audience on evolution v.s. devolution,
Letteras of apology for absence were received from
Rev. D. H. Hunter of London, and Dr. Gunner, Lis-
towel. We wish for pastor and people a truly pros-
perous future.

MzLBOURNE.—The S. S. Anniversary mectings were
of more than usual interest this year. On December
the 29th, an overflowing congregation met in the
church. All were more than pleased with the enter-
tainment given by the pupils of the S. S. The Revd.
Geo. Skinner, of Eaton, and Students T. Pritchard
and Swanson of the C. C. B. N. A, gave short and fe-
licitous addresses. The general report of the school
for the year, speaks of new life and interest and steady
growth. Additional teachers and classes have been
aaded. A monthly collection is now devoted to mis-
sions. The Xmas tree kindly vemembered all. The
pastor was the recipient of a valuable cutter robe, like-
wise a sum of money from a sympathetic congregation.
The Christian worker here has reasen to thank God
and take courage. There are signs of the unity of
christ:an brotherhood manifesting themselves at Rich-
mond and Melbourne. The Methodist, Presbyterian
and Congregational churches have united in holding
special evangelistic services. Anxious enquirers® have
found peace by believing in Jesus.

Orrawa.— This church is earning for itself a praise-
worthy record. The Sunday school festival was held
durmg the Christmas week, and brought its happy
greatings to pastor, schol.rs, teachersand friends. On
Xmas aud New Years' mornings very pleasant services
were held. There was a good attendance, especially
at the latter, when a *¢ praise meeting” was held, re-
calling to mewory the mercies of the past, and the
promises ot Fod’s Word regarding the future. The
Ladies' busy fingers have done good service, and the
Literary Society has not hidden its light. The anuua
meeting was held 13th ult., from which we gather thas
since the last annual meeting the church has complet. d

the first quarter-century of its existence, its orgamiza-
tion having taken place on the 10th March, 1860. Ne
special cummernoration service was held to mark the
event, yet devout thankfulness to the great Head of
the church is felt. 1t may be interesting to know that
the little church which began with twenty-*wo mem-~

and friendly discussion, Dr. Wild moved, Rev. R. Black | bers has, six.lce that time, received 230 additions—of
#:conded,and unanimously resvlved ** That this council | whom 136 first professed their faith in Christ, in con-

being satistied with the statements of Rev. W. Burgess,
.proceed with his ordination to the Christian Ministry
and pastorate of this church, and arrange the pro-
gramme of thatwervice to be held this evening.” At
zeven o'clock the public service commenced, Rev. D.
McGregor presiding, Mr. E, Potts offering the opening

;nection with this Church—while, during the same
period, it has lost by removals and death, 160 members,
Our work has gone forward during the past year with
varying success and discouragement. The additions to
fellowship—five by profession of faith and three by let-
ter—have been more than counter-balanced by thirte.n
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removals—two by death, eleven by letter or erasure
of their names —leaving 92 still upon the roll of mem-
bership at this date. Several families have, however,
been receutly welcomned, so that financially the church
is in a better position than at last annual meetinug, the
erdinary receipts from the weekly offering and plate
eollections being £104.50 in advance of last year, while
the yrand total, on all accounts, is slightly in excess.
$1682 have been raised by the church which sho s
virtually a clean balance sheet at the end of the year.

StratrorD.—The church at Stratford gratefully ac-
knowledges the receipt of 825 from 2 member of North-
ern church, Foronto, and $51 from friends at Danville,
per Rev. J. (+. Sanderson, and tenders their sincere
thanks. Tho day of grace is passed and still 8174 are
required. Can friends come to the rescue to save the
ehurch and property here.

St. TroMAs.—For the mission building in St.
‘Thomas there has been collected and sent in by the
beneficence of friends, about §768 in the gross. We
boped to have been able to have epublished a more
particular account before this time, but we have been
waiting the product of a good many promises, which we
hoped were many good promises. These were very
eomforting when they were made, but have caused us
some anxiety since. Qur Lord has taught us not to be
ever anxious, all will come right in time.

St. CataaRINES.—The tabernacle was filled to the
doors on the evening of 30th ult., by the children, par-
ents and friends of the Sabbath school in connection
with this church. Supper was prepared for the chil-
dren. By eight o’clock the tables were cleared and
the gathering calied to order. Then followed a lengthy
program of recitations, songs, etc., which were well
rendered, followed by tableau euntitled ‘¢ Winter in
Cinada,” very realistic. @ne pleaving featurc Jf the
program was the automatic * Kriss Kringle,” which,
afier having been duly oiled and wound up produced
from his pocket no less than fifty-five prizes. ‘Che su-
perintendent stated that the average attendance for the
past year has averaged eighty, showing an increase of
seventeen over the former year. The collections
amounted to $60 ; received from other sources, $40,
making the total cash receipts $100. The disburse-
ments were $60 : balance in treasury, $40.

ToroxTo, Z105.—The annual meeting of this church
was held on the 20th ult., and the annual social on
27th. The present membership is reported at 138.

been admitted vo fellowship during 1885 on protession
of faith, five by letter ; death and removals had *aken
seventeen names off the roll, which now numbers twe
hundred and tive. There has been raised for denom-
inational societies thus: C. C. M. S. $225 ; College
$100 ; Foreign Missionary Society 25 ; Labrador $10;
Provident Fund 8100 ; Union 825 ; and for other de-
nominational interests about $200. The expenses of
the year have been met, with a small balance due te
the treasurer. The total amount raised for all pur-
poses was a little over $5000. There are tokens of
deepening spiritual life, especially among the young.
The New Year has been entered upon with gratitude
and hope.

UrverTen.—On Dee. the 30th a larze congregation
assembled in the church to celebrate the S. 8. anni-
versary for the closing year. After the tea provided
by the ladies, the pupils of the school gave a program,
¢ msisting of readings, recitutions, music, ete. Ad-
dresses were given by Rev’d Mr. Robinson, (C. M.,)
and students Pritchard and Swanson. The ecollege
was advocated and well represented. Santa Claus
made each giver and receiver happy aud gratefol. The
pastor had to thank him for a beautiful Persian Lamb
cap. The young people of this field have taken im
hand special mission work. ‘The Foreign Mission
claims seem to woo and win most the little girls’ heart,
tho’ distance makes it difficult to work the field so as to
bring forth its elements of power. The surrounding
Roman Catholicism here demands of the Protestant a
living, witnessing, aggressive Christianity.

————— —
QUEBEC ASSOCIATION.
)

The Quebec District Assuciation will meet in Em-
manuel church, Montreal, on Tuesday, March 2nd, at
2 p.m. Papers will be read by Revs. Dr. Stevenson,
E. R. Brainerd, Geo. Purkis and E M. Hill, and some
features of our denominational work discussed. Gen-
eral sermon plan on Eph. 3, 19. Letall our churches
1 the district be represented.

Geo. WiLLeTT, Scribe.

(CANADA CONGREGATIONAL FOREIGN MIS-
SIONARY SOCIETY.

The Treasurer acknowledges the receipt of the follow-
ing additional sums:—Paris church, $20.00. Guelph:

The total amoune raised for all purposes during 1885 { Women’s missionary society, £11.73; Sunday school
was $5,813.76, an average of nearly forty-three dollars ‘(for A. B. C F. M.’Morning Star) $8.65 ; total $20.38.
per member. A deficiency of over 8450 remaining on | Kingston : Miss McArthur $2.00 ; Class in Bethel S. S.
current expenses was promptly et by subscription on | $2 00 ; total 84.00. Belleville: Miss E. Bonnar 81.00.
. the apot. Fur denominativnal purposes there has been | Cowansville : Ladies’ missionary society 245.23 ; Sun-
raiged : C. C. M. S. 380 ; Union and other associa- i day school $55 : Ella Christic 81.56 ; Charles Christie
tions $30 ; Provident Fund $106.55 ; Foreign Mission- 181767 total $103.46. Brigham : Sunday school £5.00.
ary Society $40 ; Stratford church $50. The debt ontToronto : Northern church $25.00. Garafraxa: Col-
the buil sing has been reduced $2,000. ‘The svcial wWas: Joction §5.00. Montreal: Calvary church—Sunday
well attended, Mr. Powis presiding, wnd the number{gchool (for L. M. €. mission in S. India,) 260 ; church
of fine young people taking an interest in the church | (for A. B. C. F. M. mission in Japan,) £75.00 ; total
work speaks encouragingly for the future. $135.00 ; Rev. Dr. Wilkes £4.00. Pine Grove: Con-
Toroxto, NorTHERN.—The anunual meeting of this!tnbution®15.00: collection $2.35 ; total $17.35. Hum-
church, which pursues the even tenor of its wav, was | ber Summit : Collection $5.42. Toronto : Zion church
held on Wednesday evening, 2ith ult., was wellattend- | 845.00.  Caledon, £3.85. Churchill, 83.35. Total
ed and eminently sociable, Mr. T.Webb kindly provid- | amount received since .June, 1885, £897.38.
ing at hisjown expense refreshments for the friends. T. B. Macavray, Treasurer.
The pistor, Mr. Rurton, presided. Seventeen have; DBfontreal, January 27th, 1886.
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OBITUARY.

Donald Finlayson, sr., tor many years a deacon in
the Congregational church, Pars, Ont., died very sud-
denly Jun. 16th, wlile on a visit to his daughter at
Chealey, in the 59th year of his age. His body wus
brought to Paris and buried on the 1%th.  On the fol-
lowing Sunday Mr. Hughes preached with special ref-
erence to the death of vur friend, dhd from it we gloan
the following:

“Oui vy arted friend was born in Wick, Carthness,
Seetln 7y 0 the ifth day of August, 1828, He came
to Canada in 1860, residing inWellington Squarve (Bur-
bug.on, voo Hamlton for two years. In 18562 he
came to Puris. Out., ard joined che Conglegational
church in that place on the Hth day of March, 1854.
He was one of the oldest members, conatant in attend-
ance, steadfast in principle, consistent in  demeanor.
On Sept. 16th, 1857, more than 28 years ago, he was
elected deacon, and member of the Trustece Board in
December in the same year; in al} his ofticinl relations
he enjoyed the esteem and confidence of his brethren.
For many years he taught in the Sabbath school; and
held the important oftice of Superintendent for a lony
season with credit to himself and much practical bene-
fit and blessing to others. He had sound common
sense, practical views of life, buayancy of spirit, an apt
utterance and a loving heart. He had positive views
of Christian living, clear spiritual insight, quick and
correct apprehensions of Scripture, and a delichtful
hahic of talking familiarly to his friends ahout spirvitu =
things. As a husband aud fathe: he was firn, thought-
ful o d aftectionate. ¢ His childven rise up and call
~him blessed.” The comfort of lis family was one of
his chief studies. He did not reside mercly but lived
at home, the home circle presenting to h m charms
found nowhere else. Asa friend he was true, firm
aud frank in his manner, with a simplicity and smcer-
ity that made you feel safe to unbosom your heart to
him. He was a manly man. He hated shams with
the sime intensity with which he loved truth and up-
rightness. For several years past he has been unable to
manifest his wonted activity iis connection with the var-
ivus departments of church work owing to poor health.
Ho was a splendid hearer.  Whatsoever'he did he did
heartily as unto God and not unto men. For some
time past he and his family have known that he migh
die suddenly owing to the nature of the disease from
which he suffered. 'This knowledges neither disconcert-
ed nor distressed him— ** his house was set in order.”
The last time his pastor met him was on the eve of the
New Year, (1886). He scemed to be more than usu-

ally cheerful, and was anticipating o pleasant New
Years trip to Chesley to visit his daughter, (Mrs. W,
‘Halliday) heping to return all the better for it to Paris, |
80 soon as required by his business engagement. “‘Man ,
propuses but Gad dispeses,” and so it came to pass that !
after spending about two weeks of very delightful,
association with his relatives and friends in the above !
place, that on Sunday morning, Jau. 16th. after a short |
walk he returned to the home of his daughter, sat him-;
self down in an casy chair in the sitting room, and:
drawing one or two heavier breaths than usual, his

spirit left its eavthly house and ** he was not tor tied:
took him.”  ** The wmemory of the just is blessed.”’
** A good name is rather to be chosen than great rich-'
es." May God bless and comfort the bereaved wife)
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and family. We shall miss him much, but they will
wiss hiwe vastiy more,  Gad makos no mistakes, He
bath done adl things wisely and well.  Let us trust
Him where we cannot trace His hand or sue His fout-
steps. “ Behind a frowning providence He hides a
e g fuee” ¢ We shall mect our loved ones again,
* Havo faith in God.” '

There ix u world ahove
Where parting is unknown,
A whole eternity of love
Formed for the good alone
And faith beholds the dving hera »
Tranglated to that happier sphere.

—

S

JX:iiterary I=dotices.

Tue Homuetic Review. Funk & Wagnells, New
York, lies on our-table. Itd review section has hecome
a feature in the new departure of the past year, its ser-
monic section as well selected as ever.

iterary I otices.

Words and Weapons for Christian Horkers, edited
by Dr. G. Pentecost, Brouklyn, N. Y. The February
number is before us with a bright new face, and what
is better, full of words which are swords, balm, light
and Jove. 28 pages monthly, 81 per year.

Wing Awakk (D. Lothrop & Co., Boston,) for Janu-
ary isasuperb nonber, ¢ Through the heart of Paris”
is the next best thing to being there : and ¢ Mistress
Margery's Pin Money ” is a story of English life dur-
ing the courtly days of the gallant Eighth Henry. Its
cover iy a study, and illustrations models.

We are glad to see announced tae coneluding volvme
of the TrEAstrRyY or Daviv, which will be ready for
Qelivery early in March. Several special advantages
for securing standard works cheap are advertised in the
January number of the Review and are worth louking
over. This firm has conferred great benefits on our
hard toiling. poorly paid clergy.

The Pulpit Treasury, E. B. Treat, New York. Feb-
ruary number is on our tab'e. There is an article on
Hymn reading in the pulpit, we would commend to all
slovenly readers ; Dr. Schati’ has a brief word on the
confession of St. Augustine ; the sermonic and prayer
meeting departments are full and varied. The work
is fulfilling 1ts promise of freshness and power.

Tre Hoyuverie Review for February (Funk & Wag-
nalls, New York) presents a table of contents of great
interest. Dr D. 8. Gregory contributes the second
article to the Symposium on ** Modern Criticisin.”
Prof. B. B. Warfield gives a highly ensible paper on
the topic, ** What Should be the Attitude of the Amer-
ican Clergy toward the Revised Version of the Serip-
tures,”  Dr. Joseph Parker, ithe great preacher and
comuentator of London, furnishes a stirring and char-
acteristic paper en ** The Guarantees of a 