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THE DUTY OF SEXNDING THE BIBLE TO EVERY MAN IN THE
WORLD.

BY THE REV. DR. 5. H. TYNG.

The following eloguent address was given by the venerable rector of St.
George’s Church, New Vork, at the anuiversary of the American Bible So-
ciety, held in Chicago last May :—

Mr. President of the American Bible Society, my Christian friends and
hearers : Amidst all the immense varieties of thought which have beer
spread before us so beautifully and so effectively to-night, we muat not forget
that there is another King, one Jesus ; nor suffer the great fact to be turned
at all from our view, that the Creed of the Bible Society is, simply, entirely,
and only, the Creed of Jesus.

It was not to gather around the cunsideration of systems of previous mor-
ality ; it was not to enter into the discussion of possible discoveries of future
investigation in the things of nature or matter, that sixty venerable men,
Afty-nine years ago, assembled in the city of New York, and there, with ear-
nest prayer and solemn purpose, considered what was the duty of the hour
for American Christians, and what was the obligation of God’s redeemed in
these United States to the fulness of the grace and glory of the Redcemer.
Their purpose and object was not to consider whence the Bible came, by
whom this Bible was given, from whom this Bible had been delivered, to
whom it was to Ye trunsmitted. They laid down as the very busis of ) eir work,
“ The Bible is God's buvk, nnd every werd in it is & word of the living God.”
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They laid down as the very basis of their work, * This Bible, as God’s bouk,
is man’s buok, and every living man has the right to have it, read it, own it,
and vujoy it for himgelf.” They laid down as the third principle in the basis
of that work, *“ God has given this revclation of infinite purfection and grace
to man, and man is commanded to receive it, and read it, and embrace it for
himself ; then to distribute that book and send it far abroad everywhere to
every man.”

This is the part and duty of God’s Church ; and wherever there is aliving
man on earth that has a Bible, there is God’s preacher ; and wherever there
is the power of a Divine Spirit within, leading guilty men to the blood
of Jesus, clothing naked men with the perfect rightevusness of an infinite
Saviour, and writing upon the grateful hearts of those men, forgiven and re-
deemed, theglad tidings of afull salvation ; there,in every language of the earth,
there is a consecrated messenger direct from heaven, with all the energy of
the Spirit upon his head, with all the ointment of the sanctuary marking his
forehead, with the living power of light, and fire, and love, burning in his
very soul ; there is the man whose duty it is to carry out that Bible, to deh-
ver that Blble, and to proclaim its ¢haracter and results,

Now, upor. that foundation this Bible Society takes its stand. Its Creed
is the Creed of Jesus. When Jews around Him doubted the authority of His
word, He said to them, ‘¢ Search the Scriptures ; they are they that testify of
Me.” He went to the very foundation of human investigation, when He put
the minds and consciences of men in the line of discovering what God had
said to man. When Jesus took these sacred books in his hand, without the
slightest hesitation He declared, they are divine, and every word they teach
is a word from God. Bold and faithful in the fultilment of His mission to
men, He did not fear to criticise their errors, to ipeak to them of their de-
fects, to point out what things in them were to be amended. When he
talked with the Scribes and Pharisees, He charged them boldly with setting
the word of God aside by their own traditions. There was no want of bold-
ness there ; there was no want of fidelity there.

But when He took these sacred books, that his fathers according tu the
flesh venerated, and loved, and fed upon, and lived after, He laid His sacred
hands upon them and said, ‘“ These are divine—the word of my Father
who is in heaven ;™ or in the still more effective utterance of Paul, ¢ All
Scripture has been breathed from the very heart of God ;” and to every man
receiving the word, there is a reception of the mind of God who gave it.
‘What then? We have nothing to say to men that dare to stand upon Mount
Sinul and say there is no lightning from heaven. Let such men talk to the
bats and to the moles, and pass with them to the oblivion which has buried
myriads before them, and will bury them there.

My friends, we are to take care lest the grand theme of our authority de-
generate into a mere discussion of humanity. We are to take care lest,
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stending with Moses and receiving the tablets from the hand of God Himself,
or standing with John and looking with vpen conntenance into the very bosom
of the Heavenly Glory, as it flames and revels around him—we are to take
care lest, even there, we interpose some woridly objectivn, some difficulty,
some question—something to be settled, something to be discussed. My
friends there is nothing tu be discussed when the soul of man comes in con-
tact with God’s word. There is nothing to be settled when the sinuer comes
within the sound of the vuice of the Saviour. The one puint that is there to
be considered is simply this : Will you have this Saviour to be your Saviour !
will you have this book to be your guide, in whatever language, by whomso-
ever rendered, by whomsoever transmitted, by whomsvever handed forth 1
Itis not the person that gives authority to the book ; it is the book that gives
authority to the person. It is not the constituting of persons within a cer-
tain régime, making them what you call the Church, that gives them the right
to transmit and teach this sacred book. It is the giving of that very book to
men, that confers the right to teach. Now, then, this Book of God the Bible
Society adopts with the simple declaration, (‘redo ; and we go not beneath or
beyond it. We lay our hand on that wondrous book and say, It is God’s
book, and divine ; it comes from hcaven to man—with just as much confi-
dence as if we were standing with Moses on Sinai, or having ourarms locked
wiith John as he looked from Patmos up into the cave of eternal light and
ory.

s No, my friends, we cannot go outside of our greut purpose and plan, to
attend to those mere questions of external difficulties. There are no diffi-
culties in the way of the man that seeks the Saviour, and seeks Him in His
Bible. He finds there salvation ; saying like the poor woman of Samaria,
*¢ Come, see a man which told me all things that ever I did : is not this the
Christ {” I say, then, very frankly, that we cannot let our view of Bible
truth and beauty be in the least degree disturbed. What care we for all the
opprobrious, tantalizing objections of men of every description upon the
whole face of the earth I+ What are they but mere insects upon the floor of
the Lord’s compassion and forbearance ! The dust which the Divine breathing
may have permitted to fall on the floor of the tabernacle ! We sweep them
out. :
If a man says, ¢ & cannot believe your Bible, sir ”—so much the worse for
you, sir. If a man says, “‘I cannot receive your Bible upon any testimony
that you have given me, sir,” I say, *“ Then go to the Holy Ghost who in-
spired it, and ask humbly, simyply, thankfully of Him, and He will write it
upon the record of your heart, in letters that will never fade beneath the
power of persecution, nor be washed away by all the rivers and streams of
¢ sorrow and distress. Bind it there, sir, and you will bind it as your com-
{ panion for an eternal home and for an everlasting recompense.” Our fathers
; understood this. The men of other generations were Bible men. We had
not sunk in vhose quagmires of discussion. We had not gone down into
those miserable partisan questions about churches. I do not carefor all the
churches on the face of the earth, in comparison with the importance of the
Bible, the word of God. The Church is but the garment with which I am
clothed ; the Bible is the heart and soul that lives for ever wichin me ; and
the difference is immense and most important.

Now, owr fathers sent us out in this great Bible work with these vhree great
facts : We give you the word of the living God. God gaveit. We tell you
to carry it to every living man. Every living man has a right to it and to his
own interpretation of it. We tell you to associate yoursslves with ali the power
and ability that you can combine and create, and <arry it forth until the
whole earth shall feel its power, the whole world shall rejoice in its fulness,
and all the angels in heaven shall sing, ‘* Amen, glory to God on high ;
glory, glory to God for ever.” “This is our simple work, and with the fulfil-
ment of this work we go forward.

Mz. President, T congratulate the West that this glorious work of ours has
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been brought for its anniversary upon their soil.  Never did so noble a
visitor cross the mountains. Never did sv grand an opportunity and occasion
occur to the people in these vast bhasing of the Mississippi. I congratulate
you, brethrer, that you have lived to see it. The American Bible Society
coming in all the regality of a Divine message, in all the glory of the Divine
presence, in all the fulness of the Divine love ; not asking yon, “ May we
hold our anniversary here?” but telling yom that the King of the whole
earth has come, and requiring you to do Him homage. I rejoice that you
have the privilege. If you could go back and remember the time when there
ivelt'ie no Bible Societies, you would remember a world of difficulties in this
and.

I have 2 sweet remembrance of smmething connected with it. More than
sixty-five years ago, when I was a little boy at the Academy of Andover, Thad
no Bible--no Bible wasto be had. It washmpossible to get a Bible in any com-
mon methods of communication. I saved all the pucket money that was
given me by my beloved parent, until it came up to a dollar and twenty-five
cents; that bought me the first little Bible I ever owned, and I clagped it to
my bosom as if it had descended from heaven upun my shoulders. 1learned
o say, ¢ Biblos, my Bible.” Gud gave it to me. You never know what that
Bible 1s until you take it as your own, coming direct from God to you.

I was once called to visit 2 dying lady, in the city of Philadelphia, of an
English family. She and her husband were in a boarding-house there. I
spent much time with her, knelt often in prayer with her, and with great
delight. Her husband was an Athaist, aa English Atheist—au cold-hearted,
bloated English Atheist. There is no such bheing buside him on the face of
the globe. That washer husband. On the day inwhich that sweew Christian
woman died, she pu* her hand under the pillow and vulled out u little,
beautiful, well-worn English Bible. She brought out that sweet little Bible,
worn and thumbed, and moistened with tears.  She called her husband and
he came, and she said, *“ Do you know this little book 2”7 and he answered,
¢ It is your Bible ; ” and she replied, “It is my Bible ; it has heen every-
thing to me ; it has converted, strengthencd, checred, and saved me. Now
[ am going to Him that zave it to me, and I shall want it no maore ; open
your hands ’—and she put it in between his hands and pressed his two hands
together : ‘ My dear husbaud, do you know what Iam doing 27 *“ Yes, dear,
you are giving me your Bible.” ¢ No, darling, I am giving you your Bible,
and God has sent me to give you this sweet book before I die ; put it in your
hands ; now put it in your bosom—will you keep it there ? will you read it for
me?” ¢ I will my dear.”

I placed this dear lady, dead, in the tomb behind my church. Perhaps
three weeks afterwards, that big, bloated Englishman came to my study,
weeping profusely. ‘“ Oh, my friend,” said he, “ my friend ! I have found
what she meant—1I have found what she weant—it is my Bible; oh! itis
my Bible ; every word in it was written for me. I read it over day by day ;
1 read it over night by night ; T bless God it is my Bible. Will you take me
into your church, where she was?? ¢ With all my heart "—and that proad,
worldly, hostile inan, hating this bleszed Bible, came with no arguments,
with no objections, with no difficulties suggested, with no questions to un-
ravel, but binding it wpon his heart of memory and love. It was God’s
message of direct salvation to his soul, as if there were not another Bible
in Philadelphia, and an angel from heaven had brought him this.

There we stand. The Rible is God’s Bible, given to man, proclaiming full
salvation. The Bible is man’s Bible, the moment that he thus receives it
from God. The giving of that Bible is the duty of the Church of God, and
the Church of God hag, comparatively, no other duty until that duty is done.
Go into ail the world, preach the Gospel, carry it with you, give it to every-
body on the face of the whole world, until the harvest of the earth shall be
reaped, and the Lord God Omnipotent shall reign King of kings and Lord
of lords.—American Bible Society Recasd.
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TORONTO, 15t8 NOVEMBER, 1875.

THE QUARTERLY MEETING of the Board of Directors was held in the usual
place on Tuesday, 12th October. The Houn. G. W. Allan, President,
occupied the chair, and called upon the Rev. J. M. Cameron to conduct
the opening devotional exercises. The Colportage work for the month was
reviewed, and the Board confirmed gratuities reported by the Secretaries
amounting to $12.93. The Rev. J. M, Cameron stated that, accompanied
by Mr. Baldwin, he had visited the Lunatic Asylum to inquire whether
that institution had a sufficient number of copies of God’s Word, but had
found it weli supplied. Finding the Hospital insufiiciently supplied, the
Secretaries had sent 32 copies of the Book of Psalms and the Gospels in
large type.

The following resolution was adopted:—¢‘ That the Board of Directors of
the Upper Canada Bible Saciety do tender to the parent Svciety in England
their heartfelt thanks for the fostering care which it has always shown to
this auxiliary, and for the liberal annual grant which it has for so many
years made to help in defraying the expenses of Agency in this field. To
the help thus granted to it in its infancy is doubtless due much of the
present prosperous condition of the Upper Canada Bible Society. As itis
now able to carry on all the necessary operations in its own field aud trans-
mit a yearly surplus to its honoured Parent for the work in foreign lands. the
Directors feel that they should cease tolook for this annual grant. ‘fhey
are very anxious, at the same time, that such cessation should not be regarded
as weakening in the least degree the ties which bind this Auxiliary to the
British and Foreign Bible Society.™

Dr. Hodgins moved, and Hon. Wm. McMaster seconded:—

‘ That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the Committee, aud espe-
cially to Mr. J. McBean, for the special attention given and time spent
in the improvements to the present Board Room.”

The Board adjourned at 8.15 P.M.

THE Boarp oF DIRECTORS met again on Tuesday, 9th November, Hon. Wra,
McMaster, Vice Presidert, in the Chair. The Rev. Wm. Reid, M. A., led in
prayer. The minutes of previous meeting were read aud confirmed. After
the ordinary routine business, Mr. John K. Macdonald, on behalf of the
Ketchum Committee, read a Report containing the following recommenda-
tion with reference to these Trusts:—

1. Bequesr 70 Ciry Pusric Scmoors.—That the distribution of Bibles
and books to the City Public Schools be committed to the care of the Rev.
S. Rose, Rev. J. M. Camercn snd Messrs. McCord and J. Gillespie. That
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they be given as Annual Prizes to the Pupils in each school, and as far as
possible in each class, whose records for the year are best in the following
departments : Good Conduct, Regularity, Punctuality and the preparation of
the lessons assigned for home study.

2. BequesT T0 YorkviLLe PuBLio ScHOOL.— That $100 of the accumula-
tion to the credit of this Fund be added to the capital and invested in York-
vilie or City Debentures, and that the distribution of Bibles and books under
this Trust be confided to Messrs, John Macdonald, M, P., and C. A. Morse.

3. Bequest to Crry Sunpay ScHoors.—That the distribution under this
Trust be in future annual, and that the Bibles and books be given us Prizes
for reguar attendance coupled with good conduct.

4. That a Standing Committee be appointed each year, whose duty it shall
be to see that these Trusts are regularly administered.

After lengthened consideration the Report was adopted, with the exception
of the 3rd clause, which was referred back to the Committee.

Mr. John Lowry was appointed the Society’s collector in Toronto and
vicinity for the current year.

After prayer led by the Rev. Dr.lTopp, the Board adjourned.

B S .

THE FRENCH CANADIANS,

The following extracts fvom the Annual Report of the French Canadian
Missionary Society show among other encouragements the blessed effect of
God’s Word in leading the French Canadian people to the Lord Jesus Christ
their growing spiritual independence of, and wantof confidence in, their
priests, and the new field of miasionary labour presented among the immi-
grants from France. These results must be deeply interesting to the friends
of the Redeemer, and cannot fail to call forth unceasing prayer to God for
the Holy Spirit to inspire our Missionaries in their arduous labours :—

“Tge Worp HAVING FREE Course—At G the priest preached
against my books, and had ordered his peogle to burnthem. However, Isold

a Bible to a storekeeper, and about a dozen people entering the store, he told
them what he had bought. One of them said he had had a New Testament '
for ien years, and had kept it in spite of the priest. Another man said hehad *

had his Testament for eight years, but had hard work to keep it. When the
priest learnt of his having it he colled to advise him to burn it, or give it to
bim for that purpose. * When I refusedl,’ said the man, ‘to do either, he
asked my wife to burn it, but she being afraid, he refused her zbsolution

during eighteen months. Finally he came one day to the house and accused

.16 of not loving my wife, or I would take more to heart her salvation, and
not allow her to perish for sake of the book. I told him if he wanted a

woman to govern he should take a wife himself. The result was that seemng

me sv decided to keep the book, he gave my wife absolution.:

“ PROGRESS AMONG THE PEOPLE.—In spite of the farmers and their labour-
ers being very busy in the fields during the past month, I have been able to
place among them several Testaments and a large number of tracts, and the
conversations which we have had prove that the Gospel is making progress in
the hearts of, the people. Several persous are commencing to perceive the

abuses of the Romish priests, but they dare not speak against the exist-
ing state of things; while others, more courageors, are faithfully exposing

the improper conduct of the clergy.
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‘¢ A FarrgruL Disciene.—I have much cause of rejoicing in Mr. D—— a
mewber of our Church ; through his Christian conduct, and the conversations
he has with his fellow-workmen, he has induced one to take the loan of a
Bible, and another to buy a copy. He speaks of the Saviour not only in the
shop but to those he may be walking with. God grant that many of His chil-
dren, not only French but English, may be stirred up to do likewise, for we
should then very soon see 2 new life in our churches, and it would not be so
hard to obtain money to carry on the work, as every one would be interested
in it.

‘¢ A CLEAR TzsTIMONY.— A woman said to me, ¢ If we were to listen more
to the voice of our conscience and meditate more on the sufferings of vur Lord
who died for our sins, we should not live in wickedness as many of us do.’
This is the best sermon I ever heard from a Roman Catholic. 1 thank God
for it.

“ SoripTURES VALUED.—I found an obstacle to the sale of my books in the
bad harvest. I could, however, read . a good many houses, the people won-
dering why their Church will not permit them to do likewise, seeing the
book 18 s0 good. Several told me I ought to get the approbation of the Bis-
hop and then I would sell a good many more. I found a woman who had a
Testament published by the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1824. The
priess wanted t~ take it from her several times, but she would not part with.
it. I Zound another woman who had a Festament much worn, so she bought
one to replace it, telling me the more she reads the more she waats to read
it. If it were not for the great efforts the Romish Church is making to keep
the people in ignorance as regards religious truth, they would svon receive
it. May this time soon come !

¥ TroTH AND ERROR.— At P. O—— T visited a man to whom I had lent a
Bible, who said to me, ‘No priest could make me hurn this Holy Bonk, though
he should offer me this house full of gold or silver, for that gold would not
save me at the last day. Ibelieve the Bible to be the Book of books, a*d
feel very sorry whenever I hear of it being thrown into the fire by the priests’

¢ IMM1GRANTS FROM FranceE.—Through the pecuniary encouragement of
the Quebec Government, without doubt influenced by the Romish Hierarchy,
a considerable number of immigrants from France and Belgium have been
induced to come %o this Province. The Church of Rome has doune its utmost
to prevent Protestant immigration, and in this way expect:<d to inercase still
more her followers, these French-speaking immigrants being almost all nomin-
ally Roman Catholics. God has foiled her plane in a great measure, how-
ever, and instead of being submissive votaries, they are generally bitterly op-
posed to the blind obedience demanded of them by the priests. The result

. has been, they have met with ill-treatment and discouragement from the

French-Canadians, under priestly instigation, which has led them to receive
with more readiness our missionaries (most of whom are natives of France),

. when trying to lead them to the truth. On their arrival at Quebec they

are visited, many receiving gladly the Word of God, and when they settle
down in the cities, these kindly efforts are continued by inducing them to
frequent Protestant places of worship and send their children to our schools.

" The most encouraging results have followed, and there is no doubt that, with
. the Divine blessing, many will be won over to the truth as it isin Jesus

from a nominal belief in their Church, and from what is much worse, infi-

i delity and indifference so commo-: among them. These interesting strangers

arecommended to the prayers and warm sympathy of the Christian commnunity.
“The following extracts show how they receive our missionaries -—
¢ T am encouraged in my work among the French immigrants, who nearly

- all are prejudiced against the Romish clergy, but at the same time are in-

different to the claims of evangelical relivion. With this indifference, how-

* ever, they have very little of the bigatry found among the French Canadians.
' They receive me politely ; nltho:igh there are a few who occupy themselves

seriously abous their souls, 3ome, nowever, especially young people, give me
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pleasure, wl» come to my meetings and to the Craig Street Church. One
young man especially, who has bought a Bible, reads it with seriousness,
Another young Frenchman who had been in the Hétel-Dieu, had a Testament
burned by a nun, much to his aunoyance, and since his recovery he has left
Romanism and attends to the instruction of the Bible.

¢TI have been well received by the French immigrants I met with. At L,
I gave some Savoeyirds a Testament. I n.. % also with a French family who
possessed & Bible, annd who appeared to love the trth ; for they had attended
Protestant worship in France and seemed to have rejected tha errors of the
Church of Rome.’

¢t THe SCRIPTURES READ BY IMdrzorants.—I have distributed a number ¢*
Testaments among the French immigrants. There is one family especially
interested ; the head ¢f it has a schovl-master’s certiticate and reads a great
deul in the Pible. I often go to see him, and can sssemble at his honse the
members of some other families.

““ In another part of the city, there is a workman, who, as soon as he
comes home from work, begins to read his Testament. One night I went to
gee him, and he was reading to his family and neighbours. Several families
among these French have entirely thrown off the yoke of Rome for the Gospel,

‘¢ At the Hotel-Dieu I visited several Frenchmen, and had an interesting
conversatiun with one of them. This man has had a Testament since his en-
tering the Hospital, and said to me, “I am very happy at having this holy
Book with me, for often I think of consolations I never knew before.’

‘I received a letter from a young man who says he has read all the Testa-
ment, and thanks God for having brought him out of the paganism of Rome in
which he was, and made him know His Word, through one of His servants.

““DESIRE FUR THE SCRIPTURES. — An immigrant, on returnirg to France,
was presented by a lady from Alsace with a Testament, which he received
with joy, saying he had for a long time been persuaded of the errors of his
Church, and wished to have that book.”—Bible Suciety Monthly Reporter.

FRANCE.

The following letter of a soldier, who applied last November to be em-
ployed as a colporteur, is very interesting, and shows the sort of men that
are being engaged in this noble work by M. Monod, the earnest and
thoroughly pious agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society in France.
He will not send vut men as colporteurs unless he believes them to be im-
pressed with the sacredness of the volumes they are to carry, and actuated
by a real desire to spread the saving word of the living God :—

‘¢ Before explaining why I wish to circulate God’s word, I raust make you
know who I am and what I have beenin the past. In the past—that is up
to the age of 22 or 23—1I was a Roman Catholic, thinking myself, and looked
upon by otl..r8 in my parish, as the most religious, because meore than any
one else I attended mass, confession, processions, &c. I used to wear
medals, beads, scapulars, relics. I had myself erected in a wood near the
village a small rockery, upon which 1 had placed 3 statue of the Virgin, and
everybody went there, several to say thei. prayers, and they all said I was
very devoted to the Virgin.

‘“Some people, less fanatical and more clear-sighted than others, soon per-
ceived, and gave me to understand, that [ was nothing better than a hypocrite,
and I algo felt the weight of my sins. I felt that God could not be glorified
by these external forms. Then, as I had often read the life of the pretended
saints, I determined to imitae them, and, *o practise penance in order to
obtain the remission of my sins, as, thought I, these saints had obtained it.
Then I began fasting, repeating chaplets, and mortifying my flesh by putting
sm(z;.l(l1 stones in my shoes and larger onesin my bed, thus suffering night
and day.
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‘¢ But I soon found cat still harder pensnces, which I practis:d with more
zeal, without, however, finding peace for my soul. I persistently felt that I
was not pardoned, until I determined to retire into a convent and become &
monk. I had no doubt that these men leaving the world to practic: pe-
nauce became real saints; but after having spent about two years in the
convent under the monks’ costume, in that convent which 1 thought the devil
could never enter, I found him sconer than anywhere else, and even stronger
than elsewhere. In the library of the cunvent I fennd a New Testament, and
afterwards Y said to myself,— ¢ This is really the lif2 of Jesus Christ ; these
are His doctrines and His teachings, and the teaching of His Apostles. Why are
they kept hidden? Why dothey say the mass is & sacrifice when Jesus Christ
has not said it ; that there are seven sacraments, when Jesus Christ does not
nention them?’

¢ Leaving the convent, I was forced to break the promise I had given to
remain a teacher for ten years, and as a consequence had to become a sol-
dier. Being in the army I made the acquaintance of M. Nogaret, pastor at
Bayonne. That faithful and zealous minister instructed me in the Gospel
of Christ, and it was when he had called my attention to such passages as
John iii. 14-18, ¢ God so loved the world’ . . and when, being alone, I
reflected seriously, that I understood at last ; my eyes were opened, and I
exclaireed, ‘O now I am no more in need of masses, pilgrimages, relics.
Whas a fool I have been, wanting to save myself by my pretended good
works ! What a fool not to have understood and felt ere this that when [
was rothing but a great sinner, Christ died to save me !’

“ From that time my desire has been, and still is, to tell the good news to
those who do not know themn, to spread the Word of God, to testify for my
Saviour and for the Gospel. Not that I am now free from sin or from
temptation : 1ny heart still inclines towards the world’s vanities. The one
tells me,—¢ You must not become a colporteur ; you will not earn much, and
you will have much trouble ; come with me, and I will find you a situation
where you will have good wages and be quiet.” Another offers a good situa-
tion in a Christian house, and s_veral friends use the same language, which
I liked to hear, saying to myself, ‘Indeed you will have mor: traaquility
than going about to colport the Bible.” But when I indulged in such
thoughts, an interior voice fold me,— When death comes, of what use will
it then be to you if you have had a happy and easy life on earth?’ That
voice now compels me to say, ¢ Woe unto me if I do not consecrate myself to
sow the good seed of the Kingdom ;’ and it is for that reason that I am
determined to embrace biblical colportage.”

The following extracts give some indication of the different classes with
which the colporteurs have to deal in Paris. M. Monod writes :—

‘It is touching to see in some instances how our Paris people value the
Word of God and are willing to make sacrifices for its possession, and also
how our colporteurs facilitate the means to obtain it for those who are too
poor to pay at once. Passing through the very miserable village of Clichy,
Iwas called by a woman who inquired what I was selling. I produced a
Bible, and explained the object and spirit of the book. She axzpressed a
desire to buy a copy, but she had four young children, and her limited means
did not allow her to procure even so small a sum as 3f. Seeing her sincere
desire, I offered to leave her the Bible and let her pay for it at varioustimes.
She accepted my proposal, and I had to return three times before she could
complete the small sum required. Xvery time I visited her I could observe
what a blessing the Book brings with it, and I have every reason to hope
that the grace of salvation is come to that house.”

Guilmin, who lahours in the city, sold a copy of the Scriptures under very
different circumstances :—

“I offered a Bible to a man in a shop, when two persons came in and
remarked to him, ¢ You do not intend to buy such nonsense?’ I looked the
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spesaker right in the face, and said, *Sir, it is the Word of God.” *There iy
no God.” ¢ Well, sir, you prove this very moment the divinity of the Bible
by realizing its sayings.’ ‘Prove me that, and I will buy a copy.’ ¢ Nothing
is easier ;’ and [ pointed to Ps. xiv.1: ‘ The fool hath said in his heart, There
is no God,’ and Ps. liji. and 1 Cor. ii. 14 : ¢ The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of Goa ; for they are foolishness untc him : neither
can he know them because taey are spiritually discern.3.’ *Very remark-
able ; I would not have believed that,” and he purchased a copy.”

The condition of Marseilles is described as very sad : Bible work *‘in the
interior of the city is most ingrate; people do not feel their need of any-
thing new ; they are tired of all >—of politics and religion alike. Still the
two men who visited the mines in the neighbourhood sold freely, and were
pleased with the politeness of the workmen, many of whom were Italians.
Kiibli, who labours chiefly among the seamen, a class loved by him because
of the dangers they incur and the special interest they seem to have excited
in our blessed Lord, writes :—

‘1 have sold this year 1,161 copies of the Scriptures. How little if we
look only at the figures ! how much if we believe on the Lord’s power! A
thousand copies at least have been sold from Marseiiles alone to seamen,
generally indisposed and ignorant ; and from my ministry a thousand vo-
lumes containing the bread of life have been sent, we may well say, into all
parts of the world.” .

A Bible was recently presented to the Society, which, though no such
interest attaches to it as is possessed by Coverdale’s folio or the buried books
of Madagascar, yet has a touching history of its own. Fifteen years ago M.
Duffan, who has presented it, was plunged in Romish darkness ; he wasa
member of the congregation of the Perpetual Adoration, and of the Gray
Penitents. Everywhere he sought salvation. One day a working man
spoke to him of the Bible. From that moment he did all he could to pro-
cure the book ; but there was at that time no colporteur in the Var, and the
bookseller at Toulon to whom he applied laughed at him and pu* him out of
doors. Going to Marseilles, he there bought this copy ; in its pages he found
truth and peace, and since receiving Christ as his Saviour he has made every
effort to spread the Gospel around him. His new faith has not brought to
him silver or gold, else he would have subscribed to the Society ; as it 1s, he
offers his precious Bible as a thank-cffering to those who have put him in
possession of his best blessing, and he expresses the hope that they will be
encouraged to labour on until every corner of his ¢ poor country ? is filled with
the light. It appears that he has been the readier to make this gift because
after his death his relations, who are Roman Catholics, are sure tv burn the
bovk, and he cannot bear the thought of its coming to such an end.

Ta1 one o the Departments of the Southern Division, your colporteur had
2 singular interview with a priest :

1 was leaving the village of L., when I saw a priest, who looked as if he
wished and yet did not dare to speak to me. However, he approached, and
asked in a kind tone what I was selling. I answered, ‘Bibles and New
Testaments ;° to which he replied, ‘An excellent thing the Holy Scriptures.

[ should like to hear from your mouth what hope is in you.” ‘ You put meat
my ease, M. ie Cur®; my hope is in the cross of Christ, who was delivered
for my offences and raised again for my justification.” - You are happier
than I am if you believe that: I cannot say &s much.” ¢ But you can enjoy
the same prvilege, sir, if you believe that Jesus Christ came into the werldto
save sinners.” We then read together the first three chapters of the Romans,
the beginning of the 5th, 7th and Sth chapters, and the opening verses of |
the 1st Epistle of Peter.  * Here, you see,” said I, ¢ that both the inheritance |
and the heirs are kept by the power of God.> *Your hope is firmer than
mine.’ He bought a Bible and a Testament, and invited me to call upen |
him at my next visit to examine the subject move at length.” |
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CoRrsrca.—This island has been traversed from endto end by the Colpor-
teur Franchi. Pastor Mourgues, writing from Bastia, says: “ Our good friend
does his best to attain more favourable results, but the strife is dreadful-”
Some idea of it may be gained from Franchi’s journal .

¢ Left Bastin March 21 for Bonifacio, where no colporteur had ever been
seen, and where the Gospel had never been announced openly. I began to
work next day, offering Bibles and Testaments. All at once I was assailed
by four priests, who screamed as loud as they could, ¢ Beware of purchasing
such books, dear parishioners ; they are Satan’s work, and you will go to
hell” The people then took hold of me, and wanted to throw me into the
sea. I beyged leave to speak, and obtained silence : ‘I do mot offer you
devilish books ; it is the holy Word of God, the goud news of salvation
through Christ, the only Mediator and Saviour.” Then the people began lock-
ing at my books, and a young man, in spite of the priests’ threats, did not
hesitate to purchase a Bible. Then the priests went through the streets of
the city, crying, ‘ Do not buy the books of that miserable man ; if you do,
you shall be excommunicated. Not content with that, they sent after me
the whole gendarmerie, who abused me. Although I produced my authori-
zation, they took me under escort to my lodgings to examine minutely all
my books, and to see if they were stamped. Seeing they were so, they left
me.

‘I then went to Tortovecchio, where I met Mr. Lavanchy, a missionary.
He gave a conference, and I sold easily amid a willing populaiion. I then
proceeded to Solingara, where the missionary also spoke. I sold some copies
to men who were wise and desirous of being instructed. At Sari a gendarme
told me that I had better leave the country than try to sell books that did
not speak of the Virgin. 1 easily proved him the contrary by reading aloud
before the pecple the 1st chapter of Luke. Every one was convinced, and [
made a pretty geod sale.”

Since this journey was taken, signs have appeared of an improved state of
feeling in the island. Franchi has received letters at Bastia, asking for an
explanation of the Gospel. A special note has been inserfed against him in
the Corsican Almanac by the priests ; but he is not afraid ; rather does he
rejoice to be counted worthy {o suffer for the name he bears.

‘“ One day two young men came to me, saying,  You are the man who
sells Protestant books.” ‘Iam. ¢ Well, our priesis have told us that these
books are forbidden, hecause they teach a2 doctrine in opposition to the

i Church of Rome, out of which there is nov salvation.” My dear friends,’
. said I, ¢ your priesis’ defence is contrary to the truth, and if you please to

listen a moment to me, I will show that here is the Way, the Truth and the
Life,” and opening the Bible I read several passages, and explained them.

. They listened with intense interest, and observed, ¢ But this book saysnoth-

ing at all against religion.” I then pressed upon them the duty of reading the
Bible : ¢ Pray purchase the Bible, read it atteniively in a prayerful spirie,
ask God’s guidance and light, and then look unto Jesus.” They were actually
in tears, and each of them purchased a Bible. Imet them some weeks later,
and they told me, ¢ Biessed be God, we have atlast found the truth.’

One of the colporteurs labuuring in the North, among the factories of Croix
and Roubaix, says :—

“Although the trade is almost stopped, Ihave no reason to feel discouraged.
People are certainly more inclined than they have been these last years to
inquire after the Word of God. Ihave even obsgerved in several French and

Flemish families that they mutually helped one another to furnish the sum

necessary for the purchase of a Bible or a Testament, and I have ascertained

that the Scriptures thus purchased are alsu read daily.”—Awnual Repmt of
, British and Furcign Bible Svcicty.

1
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GERMANY.

A case of great interest was met with by Colporteur Fock in Pomerania.
Entering a cuttage, the owner said, on hearing his errand, ‘ Ah ! nowhere
docs the Bible work so powerfully as among the dwellings of the poor.” Fock
was surprised at words so different from what he was accustomed to hear
from men in that station of life, and asked, ¢ Do you really believe that?’
'I‘hfln dthe tenant confided to him the story of his early married life, and pro-
ceeded :—

¢ Onr children were our delight. The eldest was able o go to scheol,and
T bought a Bible, not as the Word of God, but as a school buck for my child.
It was wonderful to see his joy at reading the Bible. Much appeared so
strange, and that he should come running to me to ask me to explain it. But
my wife and I were far too busy to attend to the child, and —ve always said,
‘ Not now—Ilater.” Poor child, wert thou still alive, how gladly would I
answer thy questions !”  As he said this the tears rolled down his <aeeks.
*‘Then at last the child getting no answer said, ¢ Father, if you have no time
to lovk and read, you can at least listen and I will read it to you so often
that you can remember it all ;” and so it was. Thechild read. I was silent,
but much, very much of what the child read I remembered in spite of my-
self. But God’s ways are wonderful. I had spared enough to buy a house
and pay a good part of the purchase money when my wife was taken away
from me. Socn after all my childreh were carried off by a malignant disease,
and 1 was left alone. DBut 1 did not lose courage ;I went on working, and
had just cleared off what still remained for my house, and was thinking of
marrying again, when one night u fire broke out in the house, and of all 1
possessed I saved scarcely unything. The savings of my life were gone, and
I was once more a poor man.

¢ I began life anew, but now a strange thing occurred ; the texts which the
child had read kept recurring to my memory and ringing in my ears. I often
laid down my tools, rose from my seat, and went out into the open air in
order to chase their memory away. My life was now a battle with these

knocked at my door. I opened, and he entered. He had a Bible in his

iright, but I collected myself and tried to turn the conversation to other
matters. But the man always came back to the Bible. I told him I lived
in this solitary house, and choseit to find rest and peace. Thereupon he
replied rest and peace could only be found in Jesus, and Jesus was found in
the Bible. T refused to buy, and he went liis way. For me, however, there
was no peace. I was angry with the man that he had come to disturb my
yuiet life, but rest Icould not.  That very day 1 went into the town asking
everyhady if they had seen 2 man with Bibles, and when I found where he
lived I sent a child to buy one for me. I began to read, and, blessed be Gnd,
in reading I have now found peacein Jesus.”

Passing through Berlin, Mr. Davies proceeded to Hirschberg, in Silesia.
Here, at the foot of the Giant Mountains, thousand of patients come every
summer to drink the mineral water. Among them works Colporteur Zachert,

plan at Hamburg, Baden-Baden and other places of resort, where Bible-
stalls have had but partial success. This Zachert is now over sixty years of
age, and during his twauty-one years of service has seld more than 84,080
copies of the Scriptures ; his love for the work is as fresh as ever, and it is
delightful o sce how he and his house are all active in the Lord’s vineyard.

e - m— -

thoughts, which I wanted tc disperse. 1 thought solitude would do it, and
taok up my dwelling in a house which stood quite by itself, where I needed .
to see no one ; and I was successful. By degrees the thought of the texts
vanished, ard I was cheerful and contented. But one day a man like you -

hand and sold Bibles. When he asked me to buy a Bible [ had a terrible -

whose large house-to-house sales suggest the desirability of trying the same |

Mr. Davies hroke his journey next at Freiburg, on the road to Breslau. Here .
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he found at his post Kiihn, a man whorendered very efficient service at the
time of the war.

‘ Kiihn has been working of late in this distriet, amid bitter opposition,
with excellent success. His work is regarded with deepest interest by many
of the Protestant pastors. He has been denounced frow the altar, and by
the Popish press, but still he goes on his way undaanted, and succeeds in
convincing the people that the denunciations are unde. erved. In one town
the monks succecded in raising such a storm against him that he had to ap-
peal to the civil powers for protection. This was unpleasant, for we like as
much as possible to fight our baftles without the help of the authorities.
But the excitement had the goud efiect of promoting discussion in the Catho-
lic club, where the priests were forced to confess that there was nothing false
in the hooks themselves, and that the worst that could be said against them
was that Protestant societies circulated them.”

At Breslau your agent met the Colporteurs Siesslach and FEisenbliitter ;
the latter is already sixty-five years of age and, in common with all his com-
rades, was full of gratitude to your committee for the arrangenients recently
made in order to encourage the men to save money agaiust old age. At
Bojanowo, in Posen, Klotz was found at work. The district is very poor in
railways ; so Klotz is furnished with a canvas-cover-d cart, which serves him
;13 a l\l'v.:hicle by day and an hotel by night, in his journeys cver the desolate
1eaths.

“But thismeode of life hasits perils. On a winter night between seven and
eight o’clock, when no moon was shining and all was pitch dark, he was
driving his cart through a wood on his way to the neighbouring town, when
he was attacked by five or six ruflians; who robbed him of hisbed and clothes
and the little money he had about him, and then let him go. He escaped
mercifully uninjured, but with nothing except his Bibles (which were too
heavy and too dangerous for the men to steal), the clothes he wore, and his
cart and horse. Such are incidents of the work of our colporteurs ; but Klotz
loves his work and continues it cheerfully. His family life made a very
favourable impression on me. I was glad to find the religious atmospherz of
Bnjanowo helpful to him in his inner life.”

Afier receiving much valuable information and assistance in Posen from
Pastor Schlecht, who bids fair to be of great survice in overlooking the work
of the Saciety in a region sn remote, Mr. Davics skirted the Russian frontier
until he reached the Town of Thorn, where Wockenfuss had been requested
to meet him.

“ Wockenfuss is a new colporteur, and as -7e did not know each other, and
I had not given him any token by which he might recognise me, he made it
quite impossible for me to fail to recogmise him, for when the train ran into
the station, the first object that attracted my notice was 2 man standing up-
right as a military sentinel, with a heavy knapsack on his back, with his
right hand uplifted as high as he could stretch it, and ia it a large New
Testament, while in his outstretched left hand he in like manner held an 8vo.
Bible. Therc was nc misunderstanding that token, and I at once went up
to him and said, ‘ You no doubt are Colporteur Wockenfuss.” His account
of his experiences was just what might be expected from the character of the
people among whom he works. In addition to the religinus and political
fanaticism of ordinary times, he has the element of bitterness arising out of
the conflict between Church and State, and the imprisonment of Archbishop
Lodochowski. For his field of labour just then was Gnesen, one of the
Archbishop’s cathedral cities. For eme German village there are fifteen to
twenty Polish settlements, and in these latter he requires to be very cautious
to eseape bodily wiolence. To be mobbed by the school children is often
ennugh his sad lot.”

3 colporteur named Pieper, who labours in Brunswick, gives in his jour-
mal a seene worthy of heing recorded :
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‘¢ \When on his way from Brunswick to Wolfenbittel, in the compartment in
which he sat, he offered his Bibles to his fellow-passengers as is his habit.
Thereupon one of them turned round upon him and said, ¢ The Bible is not
true ; who can believe the story of Adam and Eve? Who made them {
Before Piper could answer, a Jew who sat with them broke in and said, ¢ God
made them. Give a man wood, iron or stone, and he will make many things
of them, but however much he may transtorm them, they remain wood, iron
or stone, dead matter in another shape nevertheless. Life he cannot breathe
into them. God alone does that, and he did it for Adam.” A Jew, a Pro-
tectant, a Christian and an infidel were thus face toface. Another passenger
now spoke. He was 2 youngman. ¢Lam a Roman Catholic,” he said ; ‘have
you a book for me ?’ Pieper said, ¢ Yes.’ He chose a Kistemaker’s New
Testament, remarking that he bought it with his last money. He added
that he was on his way home from prison, where he had been confined six
weeks. In prison the only bnok to which he had access was the Bible. He
had read it, and learned fo regard the punishinent he had received as the just
reward of his loose life, which by God’s help he was determined to amend.”

Mr. Davies’ visit to Cologne was made interesting by private interconrse
with Bishop Reinkens and Professor Reusch, both of whom he found as
cordial in tonz as they were liberal in view. In the absence of such details
respecting the Old Catholic movement as have been given in former reports,
it may not be out of place to put on record Mr. Davies’ impressions of a-
sermon he had heard delivered by the bishop at Cologne.

‘“The discourse was elogquent, warm, clear, evangelical, devout. I heard
nothing in it that might not have been preached in any Protestant church in
Fngland. The words ¢ Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have
believed’ gave him occasion to distinguish between faith as the Bible under-
stands it, and blind subinission to human authority. The Word, God’s re-
vealed will, is the medium through which the Spirit works in the heart of
man. Faith is an individual act, which cannot be done by proxy. Neither
priest nor bishop nor Pope can do this for us. The sermon wus not polemical.
Not one bitter word escaped his lips azainst his persecutors, and he is just
now the object of a cruel and malignant persecution.”—Aanual Report of
British and Foreign Bible Society.

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN GERMANY.

The Stuttgart Bible Society has published’a table, showing what has been
accomplished during this century in the way of Bible distribution in Ger-
many, by twenty-five German societies and by three agencies of the British
and Foreign 3ible Society :

Coples ssucd in 1974 Inall,
German societies................... 186,619 8,114,886
British and Foreign Bible Society 209,066 7,861,974
Total copies issued....... 395,685 15,976,860

~JThe population of Germany being 41,000,000, the distribution last year
}\'as in the ratio of cue copy for 104 inhabitants.—dmerican Bible Socicin
‘ecord.
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INDIA.

Dr. J. Chamberlain, missionary from Southern India, relates the following
incident. He had delivered 2 lecture in an Indian village, which was at-
tentively listened to by an audience of one hundred and eighty, composed of
Brahmins, merchants, artisane, officials and students. ‘ As I took my hat
to come away,” says the Doctor in narrating the occurrences, ¢ a Brahmin,
one of the best-educated in the placs, arose and politely asked permission to
say a word. I, of course, politely assented, without the slightest idea what
his purpose was. In a neat addrvess of ten or fifteen minutes, couched in
choice and ornate language, and with apt illustrations, he urged upon his fel-
low-citizens to second in every way the efforts T was making for their in-
tellectual and moral advancement. I will give you briefly the substance of
one part :—

‘¢ ¢ Behold that mango-tree on yonder roadside. Its fruit is fast approach-
ing to ripeness. Bears it that fruit for ¥’-<1f or its own profit? ¥From the
moment the fisst ripe fruits turn their yellow sides to the morning sun, until
the Jast maugo is pelted off, it is assailed with showers of sticks and stones
from boys ana men, and every passer-by, uatil it stands bereft of leaves, with
branches knocked off, and bleeding from many a broken twig. Piles of
stones underneath, and clubs and sticks lodged in its boughs, are the only
trophies of its joyous crop of fruit. Is it discouraged ! Does it cease to bear
fruit? Does it say, * If I ara barren, nobody will pelt me, and T shall live
in peace ?” Not at all ; the next season the budding leaves, the beauteous
flowers, the tender fruit again appear. Again it is pelted, and broken and
wounded ; but it goes on bearing, and children’s children pelt its branches
and enjoy its fruit. h

¢ ¢That is & type of these missionaries. I have watched them well, and
seen what they are. What do they come to this country for? What tempts
them to leave their parents, friends, and country, and come to this, tv them,
unhealthy climate ? Is it for gain or profit? Some of us country clerks in
Government offices receive more salary than they ! Isitfor the sake of an vasy
life? See how they work and then tell me. No! They seex, like the mango-
tree, to bear fruit for the benefit of others, and that though treated with con-
tumely and abuse from those whom they are benefiting.

¢ Now, look at the missionary. He came here a few years ago, leaving
all and seeking only our good. He was met with cold looks and suspicious
glances, and shunned, and avoided, and maligned. He sought to talk with
us of what he $0ld us was the matter of most importance in heaven or earth,
and we would not listen. Was he discouraged? He started a dispensary,
and we said, ¢ Let the Pariahs take his medicines, we won't ;” but in the
times of sickness and distress we had to go to him, and he healed us. We
complained if he walked through our Brahmin streets ; but when our wives
and daughters were sick and in anguish, we went and begged him to come
into our inner apartments, and he came, and our daughters and wives now
soile upon s in health. Has he made any money by i6? Even the costof
the medicines has not been returned to him! And now, in spite of our op-
position, he has bought this site and built this beantiful room, and furnished
it with the choicest lore in many languages, and put into it newspapers and
periodicals which were inaccassible to us before ; he has placed here tablesto
write on, chairs to sit on, and lamps for us to read by. And whatdoes he get
for all this ? Does he make money by it ¥ Why, we don’t even pay for the lamp-
oil consumed by night as we read. Now, what is it that makes him do all
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this for ue ? It is his Bible. [ have looked into it a good deal, at one time
or another, in the different languages I know ; it is just the same in all lan-
guages. The Bible I—there is nothing to compare with it in all our sacred
books, for goodness and purity, and holiness and love, and for motives of
actions. Where did the English-speaking people get all their intelligence
and energy, and cleverness and power{ Itis their Bible that gives it to them.
And now they bring it to us and say, ‘“ This is what raised us; teke it, and
raise yourselves.” They do not force it upon us, as the Mohammedans did
with their Koran, but they bring it in love, and translate it into our lan-
guage, and lay it before us and say, ‘‘ Look at it, read it, and examine it, and
and see if it is not good.” Of one thing I am convinced : do what we will,
oppose it as we may, it is the Christian Bible that will sooner or later work
the regeneration of this land.’ ?—Missionary Link.

CHINA.

Hoxokone.—The two colporteurs whom Dr. Eitel superintends have
sought to push westwzrds into the Province of Kwang-se ; but on making the
attempt they encountered such determined hostility that, returning in Septem-
ber, they both resigned the work. Mr. Wylis dwells on the hardships of
colportage in China, and ewurnestly commends to the prayers and sympathy
of Christians at home the men who labour amid many toils and disappoint-
ments to sowabroad the seed of the Kingdom. Similar testimony is borne
by the Rev. A. B. Hutchinson, Honorary Secretary of the Hongkong Cor-
responding Committee :—

¢ Unhapypily their work was suspended in ‘the autumn, owing to the fact
that a few hours after entering a village they saw notices on the walls urging
the people to ill-treat them. On removing to aunother spot, the same thing
occurred, and was repeated at several points.”

He teils of an effort made at the Buddhist festival of All.Souls to distribute
the Scriptures. Three stations near the enirances to the market were
selected, colporteurs were set in charge, and placards posted up announcing
what was on sale. The result was so fur good that the experiment is to be
repeated on similar occasions.

Some copies of the Scriptures were recent’ forwarded from Hongkong to
the Bishop of Melbourne for use among the numerous Chinese immigrants in
Victoria. The first fruits of this colonial labour are seen in two students in
St. Paul’s College, Hongkong, who received the truth in Australia and have
now returned to their own land, there to tell how great things the Lord hath
done for them, and hath had compassion on them.

Anoy.-—The Rev. R. Gordon, of the English Presbyterian Mission, has
sent an account of Bible distribution in the district south of Amoy, whith
will be read with interest :—

“The work of our Bible colporteurs continues to prove one of the most suc-
cessful and promising features of our mission operations. So much have we
been convincea of this, that some few months ago we were led to appoint an
additional colporteur to assist our agent in the district to the south andsouth-
west of Amoy. We have thus a staff of three colporteurs working alongside
of our preachers and teachers, and, we are convinced, aiding very materzally
in the opening up and evangelizing of our mission field. Ip regard to distri-
bution,s careful discrimination is arrived at, so that copies received may bethe
more prized and studied. Our agents have been able to circulate during the
year over LOO copivs of the Scriptures, and nearly 1,000 portions. Our old
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colporteur in the south has been able within the last week or two to gather
together some ten persons for regular evening worship in a place where up
till now we had been unable to gain a footing.”

As regards the remaining district, the Rev. J. Sadler, of ‘the London Mis-
sion at Amoy, speaks well of the four men he superintends, and describes
the measures taken in order to render the work as thorough and discriminat-
ing as possible :—

“Thus very many of the members and adherents now brought to Christ are
as much the fruit of the labours of the Bible distributor as of the preacher ;
and, as new readers are thus multiplied, there is the better hope of an ever-
increasing number. Besides, there are some pleasing instances of direct and
considerable results through the efforts of the colporteur. In one case, a
very important station on the great road to North China, named Lakgotiam,
is established through the colporteur, and here a number of intelligent men
belonging to the place have been interested, while those passing Lorth and
sou%h, we cannot tell how maxy have profited by the Word of Life offered
to them.

AT PiNe-NaNg, in the Foo-chow district, 2 man to whom, on a previous
visit, the colporteurs had sold a copy of the Acts and some of the Epistles,
said he was so pleased with the teaching of the books that he longed to have
a copy of the life of Jesus :—

¢ He told them that he was cheered, when alone in his little cottage, as he -
read those sweet passages which speak »f heaven, and of the future to be
enjoyed by those who believe in Jesus, and he hoped the time would soon
come when a preacher wounld go to that neighbourhood and open a chapel,
0 that the seople could hear all about the salvation spoken of in the Bible.
He then purchased the Gospe: of St. Matthew, and gave three times as much
for it as he paid for the former books.”

Early last year one of the colporteurs visited a village in the Ku- ching dis-
trict. Ashe exhorted the people to forsake idolatry, they listened attentively,
and one man bought a gospel. N

¢¢ The same village v7as again visited in December last, and it was found
that the man who had purchased the Scriptures had read them, and was
most favourably inclined towards Christianity. In conversation with the
colporteur he said that, from what he had read of the heavenly doctrines,
he was longing for the time when a Christian church would be established
near hishouse, sothat he could attend the services. So we find that read-
ing the Word of God breaks down prejudices and prepares the way for the
preaching of the Gospel.”

The late Rev. J. E. Mahood, who furnished the foregoing details, stated
that long before the preaching of the Gospel was permitted in China, a few
portions of Scripture were dropped like chauce seed upon an island near the
Hok Chiang. The people had no teacher, but they read the books, honoured
them, and after some years secured a catechist to expound unto them the
way of God more perfectly. There is now a flourishing congregation on the
island.— A nnual Keport of British and Foreign Bible Suciety.

JAPAN,

The Bible Society Record has often published narratives illustrating the
nower of the Scriptures over men’s minds in advance of missionary con-
versation and preaching. Such instances are wll the while coming to light,
and we quote now another case narrated in the Missionary Herald by Mr.
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Taylor, of Kobe. Having obtained permission to travel in the interior, he
came to Okaiyama, a populous place a hundred miles west oi Kobe.

¢ I reached there late in the afternoon, and reported myself to the officer of
the ken, who had previously called to see me. He sent me to a hotel, but
being busy did not call to see me till Iate in the evening. When he came,
however, he gave me a hearty welcome, and during his conversation with my
assistant (I had laid down to rest), I understood him to say that he had been
reading the New Testament, that he was much interested in it, but chat
there were some passages which he did not understand, and he wished me to
explain them. This man is one of the third officers of the ken—there are
five or six of the samer nk. The next day, when going with him to a friend’s
house to feast—for the Japanese must always entertain their guests with
feasts—he remarked, that none of these many people whom we saw on the
street knew the true God ; but if I would come there by and by they would
come to know Him and would believe in Him.

“ We had a very substantial feast, and on returning to the hotel we found
the governor, the vice-governer, and another of the third officers of theken
awaitingus. They received me verykindly, and wished to know if [ cor1d not
come there and take charge of their hospital. They knew that I was a mission-
ary, and understood what my work was. I replied that I would be very glad
to come on certain conditions, the chief of which was that I, being a mission-
ary, should receive permission from the Government at Tokio (Yeddo) to live
.ere. They replied that they would obtain that permission, provided I
would agree to come and take charge «Ff their hospital, which I readily en- |
gaged to do. I then learned that the vice governor had been reading the
Bible, was much interested in it, and a full believer in its truths. At afeast
on Saturday, I asked if we could not meet the next day (it being Suncay)
and have a talk about the Bible. They readily cozsented, and the vice-gov-
ernor invited us to meet ai his house.

‘¢ A young man from that place had been to Kobe to study medicine, was
there converted, and he and his wife were members of the church in Kobe,
I hunted him up and learned that he had been reading his Bible to some of
Lis friends, and that two of them were believers, but he said that there were
no others I toid him of our appointed meeting, and invited him to be with
us on the morrow, which he was glad tc do. There were some twenty per-
sons present at the mecting, mostly of the first men of the place. Ilearned
that they all had the Bible in Chinese, all of the New Testament thus far
translated into Japanese, and also some Japanese tracts. We spent over two
hours and a half in talk, taking the first chapter of Mark as our basis. At
the close of the meeting, finding so many earnest inquirers, I asked if they
could not meet alone the nexit Sabbath, and the vice-governor again invited
them to meet at his house. I asked the youngman who was converted at Kobe
to take charge of the meeting. He thought he could not; yet I prevailed
on him to do so, through the vice-governor’s request, by promising to send
him a Commentary to assist him. The trouble of my trip would be well re-
paid, provided I had done nothing more than to bring these two parties of
Bible readers together, who, before I came, knew nothing of each other.

“ How was this independent interest in the Bible awakened ? I do not know ;
but probably it was through a young man who went from that place to the
United States, was there converted, and returned home, but died shortly
after.

“ Since I returned to Kobe, this third officer of the Government has written,
saying, ¢ Give us the gospel first and the hospital afterward, for we cannot
afford to wait for the gospel.” Thus God is carrying on His own work in
Japan, where missionaries are not permitted to go.”

The Rev. D. C. Greene writes, that at Kobe a store was opened for the sale
of both English and Chinese Bibles. There was temporarily a good demand,
for the English especially, but this did not last very lon~ Owing, however,toa
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great change of sentiment with reference to religious matters, and the evi-
dent purpose of the Government to allow the laws againgt Christianity (not
yeot repealed) to become a dead letter, it has now become possible to do the
business through Japanese booksellers, at an expense to the American Bible
Society of the cost of transportation, together with a commission of twenty
per cent. on the gross sales. Headds:

‘¢ Although the bookstore has not been a financial success, we believe it has
been useful in its day ; and though the influence of the books which have
gone out from it may never be fully known, we are satistied that it has played
an important part in the work which has been, and is now, going on in
thiz country, and the end of which will be its complete subjection to our
Lord Jesus Christ ; and we frequently hear of our books from pers)nsin the
interior, and of the deep interestin Christianity which has resulted from the read-
ing of them. Already some five or six persons have united with our Yittle
church whose attention was first arrested by Christian books, which they
found circulating in the interior.

“ The Gospel of St. Luke has at last been put in circulation. Some 1,600
copies have been printed, and the men are still at work, and will, perhaps,
be kept at work until the blocks are used up—say till 10,000 copies are
printed. There seems tc *.2 an increased demand for the Scriptures, and it is
thought to be none too early to arrange for new editions of the Gospsls as
they may be revised. The Epistle to the Romans will soon be ready for pub-
lication.”-- American Bible Society Record.

KATARINKA, THE YOUNG BIBLE READER.
WRITFEN FOR THE BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, BY DR. ISAAC G. BLISS.

The largest and most efficient church as yet formed by the missionaries
amnong the Bulgarians is at Bausko, a town among the mountains, and about
350 miles west north-west from Constantinople. One of itsfemale members is
Katarinka, a devoted Christian and a most earnest and successful Bible woman.
Her history isone of no little interest, and worthy of a place in the Record.
Her parents, though in very moderate circumstances, and themselves quite
ignorant, were enterprising, and anxious that their children should have a
good education, Among their own people there was no school for girls ; but
the fame of the institution opened by the Papists in Salonica, many years
ago, had reached even to their quiet home among the mountains of Bulgaria.
After a good deal of hesitation the parents decided to make the long jowrney
of six days to Salonica, taking their two daughters with them, that they
might, if possible, secure for them the advantages of the school of which they
kad heard so much. Katarinka was then only eight years old, and her sister
two years younger. On seeing the girls the teachers received them with
great gladness, and taught them thoroughly in French, Greek, drawing, and
other branches. Katarinka was deeply impressed by the kindness of those
who had charge of the institution. Being naturally uf a religious turn, she
was easily persuaded to accept their views of Christian doctrine and lifo, and
entering with her whole heart into all the dutie prescribed by her teacher
became & devout Catholic. She remained at the school six years. being occa-
sionally visited by one of the parents, who were all unsuspicious of the influ-
ences brought to bear upon their daughters. About this time the mind of
the father was turned to the teachings of the New Testament, and having
become a Protestant he was desirous that his daughters should be transferred
from Salonica to the Mission female boarding school of Eski Zaghra. To
this Katarinka strongly objected, as she had already determined to become
anun. She, however, returned to her home in Bn.us}io, bringing with her
pictures and images in abundance, which her mother without hesifation des-
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troyed. Some timo after this Katarinka was placed at the Mission school,
still persisting in her devotjon to the Catholic ritual. She was, however,
persuaded to read the New Testament, and soon became interested in its
teachings. Before the prescribed course of the school was finished, she
yielded to the Master’s call and became His true disciple. Few thought at
the time of her graduation that modest, shrinking Katarinka was chosen of
the Lord for noble service, in making known His truth to her ignorant sisters
in the mountain villages. On herreturn to her father’s house she opened a
small school, and also, as she had opportunity, visited from house 1o house,
taking with her the New Testament, and reading to all who were disposed to
listen to its precious truths. She loved the Bible so warmly herself that her
reading of it to others made a deep impression upon them also. Her influence
rapidly extended, and last winter she was employed for regular service as a
Bible woman. An hour distant from her home was a large village, which she
visited early in the season, designing to spend the Sabbath, and hoping to do
a good work among the women. The pastor of the Bausko church and Mrs.
Munford, one of her teachers, accompanied her. The villagers became much
excited at their presence. Rough men and violent women attacked and beat
the pastor very severely. The Bible-woman and her teacher were also
assailed, and with not a little difficulty escaped violence from the hands of
the mob. Their shield of faith proved too much for the wrath of the foe.
Their prayers too were answered ; for, notwithstanding the opposition made
to them, many women persisted in coming to them and listening to the.
teachings of Jesus in His Gospel. i

Some months since Katarinka visited Nevroscope, alarge town not very far
distant from her home. There she found a young Greek lady from Athens
in charge of a school. She was invited by this teacher to become her guest,
and accepted the invitation. Although ignorant of Katarinka’s views of
Christian life, and personally not interested in the study of the Bible, this
teacher was much impressed by the heartiness and devotion with which
the young Bible-reader entered upon her work in the town. She was not
aware, however, of the storm that was gathering, and of the intense hatred
of the ecclesiastics against Protestants. When the chief men of the place
called at her house and insisted that she should turn Katarinka from her
home, she refused to do so. The persecution waxed exceeding hot. Kata-
rinka was warned by ofticers of the Government to leave the place. The
patrons of the school were loud and severe in their censure of the teacher for
harbouring and protecting a Protestant. But she refused to withdraw her
hospitality from the friendless one ; for alone, with not one to stand boldly
by her, Katarinka sustained the onset of her enemies, telling them calmly,
but decidedly that she could not leave the place, for she had no suitable escort.
The chief men of theplace then closed the school of the Greek teacher,declaring
that it should not be opened again until Katarinka had left the town. The
building was put under a guard, and they were charged to allow none of the
people to have communication with her, on the ground that, though so youny,
she ‘“‘had some secret power that affects every one that enters her presence,and
makes them altogether different from what they were hefure.” As the burden
grew heavy, our sister cast it more fully on the Lord and was abundantly sus-
tained. Inthe face of the opposition to her,and in spiteof the guard,women and
even men contrived to find access to the house, and listened for hours to her
reading of the Gospel. On the Sabbath as many as sixty persons are sup-
posed to have been present and given attention to her reading of the Scrip-
tures in the very house that was under guard, many of them remaining there
for a long time. The enemy became more determined. They stirred up the
people ; worked, upon their superstitions ; bargained with diviners to mutter
incantations before the doorof the house ; hired personsto curse her and impre-
cate the direst of evils upon her head. By aliberal use of money they sought
and hoped to get these diviners to bring upon her some afflictive disease, and
even sudden and terrible death. But their magic arts were harmless—their
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incantations vain. Instead of diminishing her influence with the people, they
made it still grenter. She remained in the place unharmed, until her father
came for herand took her back to her home, ‘“in the fulness of the blessing
of tne gospel of peace.” Her teachers say of her, ¢ Hundreds have for the
first time heard from her lips of the Saviour’s Jove. Sometimes more than
threescore women have gathered around her in the streets, hungering to
hear of the way of life ; and so eager have been their inguiries, that she has
often deprived herself of necessary food and rest, that she might give
them the bread of life.” .

Let this beloved Katarinka not be forgotten by those who have power with
God, and know the worth of prevailing prayer.—dimer. Bible Society Record.

[ =

READ THE BIBLE—READ IT ALL.

Dr. Parker, the well-known pastor of the City Temple, Holborn Viaduct, London, having spent a

vacation on the Continent, lately gave his impressions and the lessons he had derived from a tem-
porary absence from hume, he stated that he was more than ever convinced of the necessity for
purely Biblical preaching, —the exposition of God's Word in all it scope and simplicity. The fol-
lowing Sunday morning, accordingly, his theme of discourse was the Bible. Having quoted the
passages—‘‘ Search the Seripfares,” « Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly,” “The sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of Gud,” and remarked on the unity, cohesion and eutirety conveyed
by the phrascology of these texts, he proceeded; —
Tae Bisie onght to be read right through. It :s only then you con know
the music, the swell, the cadence, the rapture and sorrow, the triumph and
tears, of God’s Word. What would you know of your boy’s letter, if you
were to read the superscription on Monday, to look at the signatvre on
Friday, and read a little in the middle of it three months afterwards 2 I get
tired towards the end of July and I go away to the mountains. I take the
Bible with me; I read it through, and I feel as if T had never seen the book
before. I have spent most of my life in reading and evpounding it, yet it seems
as if I had never seen it. It is 0 new, so rich, so varied, the truth flashing
from a thousand unexpected and undiscovered points with a licht above the
brightness of the sun. And that summer reading of the Bible is what I call
tuning the instrument.

If anybody does not believe the Bible, he has never read it through; he
may have read a little here and there, with general commentasies and criti-
cisms between, but he has not read the whole. Once two men szid, ** We
will disprove the conversion of Paul.” They read it through-—and wrote a
book in proof of it. So will God deal with ali destructive eritics who really
make themselves masters of the situation they intended to overthrow. . . .

It is wonderful, if you read the whole, how it gets hold of you somewhere.
I have tried it; and I appeal to you who know best, whether you will willingly
let it drop out of your fingers, when it has once got intc the movement and
necessity of your being.

Suppose you should ask a man to read this Book clean through at one
sitting. What wonld his notions be!? 1 do not ask him the memory of
particular texts, but 1 would say, ‘¢ What are your general notions ” I should
not be surprised to hear him say:—*‘ It is a very solemn Book. There were
deep soundings in it that made me shudder with a chill the like of which I
never felt before.”™

What more ? *‘ The infinite reluctance with which God gives up man ;that
struck me in reading the Book from end to end. The pain, the yearning of
God, the moan of a mother, the cry of a booken heart—it was very wonder-
ful. I felt in reading it as if God were putting out both His arms, straining
His eyes after me, and crying out to me, ‘Come back? I eried at some parts
of it myself; I forget just now where they were, but I think you will find the
tears on the pages here and there even yet. It secmned as if God was saying,
‘Image of my countenance, upright like myself, susceptive of immortality,
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companion of my life, wrecked and shattered, wounded and dying, yet how
can I give thee up? Ye were not made for death; why will ye die ?7”

‘What more? I remember that it was a righteous Book. There were pages
in it when the wicked man had his own way; but presently God searched
him out and brought him to judgment. It made me glad, and in the middle
of my reading I thought—Would that the Book were at the basis of all polit-
ical legislation, at the heart of all commercial enterprise ; would that it were
{;}l}e secret of all civilization and the inspiration of all domestic and national

e.

¢ And I remember this about it, that it seems to be all other books. I have
read a great many books, and L feel now that I need not have read them;
they are all here. Novels—it is all there in the prodigal son. Two men,
the runaway son, the scapegrace, the far country, the riotous living, the
harlot, the evil companionships, the bad treatment, and the coming home
again. Joy! I never heard such silver bells ringing in all my life as the
chimes in this Book. Sorrow! None like it. Its woes swallow up all ather
grief, Its cross, like the rod of Moses, swallows up all other crosses in its
great tragic sorrow.”

¢ But are there not some terrible things in that Book of yours ?” ¢ Yes,
there are. There are stories in the Book that no minister dare read in the
congregation. There are chapters that no publisher could take out separately
and put in his shop window. ¥Yes; but blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God even in that shame. These stories are in their right place
in the Bible, surrounded by the lightdings and thunders of judgment in the
0ld Testament, and by the tears and tenderness, and touching death on the
cross, in the New—all that is unfolded in the word Redemption.”

Do not vindicate the Bible, if you please; let it alone. It needs no vindi-
cation; it is there. It has been assailed; still it is there. It has been assailed
from points from which it does not start. It does not contemplate the things
which have been turned into means of assault against it. Suppouse a man
should say, ‘“ An alkali neutralises an acid, therefore the New Testament is
not ingpired,” what would you think of it? Suppose a man should say,
“Two and two are four, therefore there can be no resurrection from the
dead.” Why, there is no link of connection—nothing to bring them together.
So it is: the Bible has its own work: it starts from ite own point; delivers its
own message. It is not a book that comes within the region of logic, but of
feeling, sorrow, want, imagination.

But does not the Apostle Paul reason? Not as if he wished to prove the
existence of the thing, but in the sense that a man turns a diamond round
and shows all its angles and sides and beautiful proportions-—-not as if he would
prove that it is a diamond,—so Paul turns the truth round, that every phase
of it may catch the sun; he never lays it down as a thesis or proposition,
that there is a God. So with this Book. It does not say, “I am inspired,
and I will prove it ;*’ it simply says, ‘‘ Read me, and read me all.”

I want to remind you that it is possible to read a part as if it were the
whole; to make too much of certain texts, and forget their bearing upon
others, and so miss the proportion and analogy of faith. The man who
takes out a solitary text and founds a denomination on i, is not Biblical,
but only textual. He is not a statesman, only a politician. He takes out
a single line, exagperates it, and does not consider its relationship to the
manifold infiniteness of the remaining revelation. . '

X can prove by geography that the world is not round—that is to say, by
taking a partial and local view of the surface of the earth, I can defy any
man to prove thatit is round. There are great rocky points, great crags and
rocks shooting up into the air, some ten thousand feet high, others fifteen
thousand and more. Then there are great valleys, sinking as deeply into the
ribs and heart of the earth. Looked at in this light, no proposition '
can be more monstrous than that the earth is round. But you must not
look ut the part, but at the whole. You must look at astronomy. The
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greater includes the less, and thus you proceed to establish the rotundity of
the earth. So you must not look at one parable or text; *“let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly."

“ X have not time to read the Bible through.” I will not grant it in
reality, but suppose I admit it argumentatively. Every man has time to
read the Bible through, as a matter of fact. But take one book, and read it
throngh. Let me tell you what I did the other night, and let me invite --u
to do the same. I took the Bouok of the lievelation of St. John the Div e,
and read it through at once, right away. 1 never stopped’ from the first
verse to the last. And it was a grand lesson. I used to look over the book,
and pick out bits here and there, and I could make nothing of it. 1t is the
story of to-day and to-morrow and the third day, written in great, grim,
wonderful types and symbols. And every now and then there was a great
green place, with fountains and trees, and [ lingered there, and said, ¢ I
know that bit.” When he was showing the locusts out of the smoke, “ and
the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots,” I said, “ I cannot
follow him there.” But when I came to, “Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us in His own blood,” I said  Wait there ; I know that part.” When
he spoke of the woman “clothed with the sun,” and ‘‘a time, and times,
an#® half a time,” and six, and six, and six again, and all these figures piled
up before me, I could not understand it ; but when he said ““I saw One, and
on His vesture and on His thigh was written ‘ King of kings and Lord of
lords,””” I said, * Wait there ; that is familiar.” When I read of the trumpets
and the vials and the horns and the woes, I could make but little of them ;
but when the writer said,‘‘ I saw an angel fiying through the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting Gospel, ” I looked with the eyes of my heart, and I
hailed that messenger as a friend.

So, if you will read through this great Book, I do not promise you will
understand it all, and give a clear logical statement and proposition about
every part of it. Nothing of the kind. You will come out dazed, pewildered,
stunned, as if the thunder of heaven had struck you. And yet when you
have time to recover your breath, and cleanse your vision, you will say to
your friend, “Do go! Be wherel have been, and go at once. There is
nothing like it.”—The Christian.

(From the Amcrican Messenger.)
TO MY BIBLE.

Come to my heart, thou casket of the Lord,
Full of the radiant jewels of His word ;

Blest eyes that see and fingers that unfold
‘Phese words of rubies and these leaves of gold.

Ye oracles thut, fromn Jehovah’s throne,
Bright on the eyes of ancient prophets shone,
Be ye my guide, ye truths of God unroll
And with divine instruction cheer the soul.

Thou light in darkuness, hope for hearts oppressed,
Quick, let me take thee to my troubled breast,
My health, my life : oh, power of words divine
To heal the wounded spirit, spéak to mine.

Salvation’s King, here show thy radiance bright;
With faith, love, hope, my yearning spirit fill ;
Say to my waywsrd thoughts, I am the Light;
Say to my restless passions, Peace, be still.

A weary pilgrim, here I seek repose ;
Athirst for life, for me this fountain flows:
All other spimngs, all other streams are dry ;
Here, at life’s river, I must drink or die.
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