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its interests, Missionary and other religious intelligence will be given from month
to month. - Original articles will be contributed by able writers at home and abroad.
Current literature, passing eveuts, &c., will be duly noticed in its columns.
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Wlen the youthtul son of Jesse stepped on the field of Isracl’s conflict
with the Philistines, he was met with the tannting challenge of his eldest
brother:—“Why camest thou down hither.” # = % «I know thy pride
and the haughtiness of” thine heart: for thou art come down that thow
mightest see the battle.”  To such repreachtul and savcastie utterances,
Duvid's calim and dignified response wis: * What ive | now done!  Is
there not a cause!” 1f the little periodical that now ventuwres on the
tield of jowrnalism should Tie met with a similar challenge, it is believed
by its projectors, that no other apology is needed than that embodied in
the reply of Jesse’s stripling- - Is there not a cause?”

The present is an age when the Press is employed, to a melancholy
extent, in the interests of skepticism, superstition, aud practical lecen-
tiousness.  The adversary of truth and righteousness knows the value of
types, and in these Iast days he is pressing themn into his service, as in
no past period. Noxiows literature, of every kind and in every form, is
coming in like a flood to enfecble the mind, to debase the conscicnee, and
to corrupt the heart and lite.  Joven within the precincts of the christian
church doctrinal errors wre advocated and promulgated that tend to sap
the foundations of the christian faith—modes of worship are sdopted that
are utterly destitute of scripinre warrant. and a practicad contormity to
the world is tolerated and defended that mars her beauty. weakens her
influence, and drags her down trom her proper moral elevation to the
world’s low level. The nations of the world luve not yet, fully, cordially,
practically, fallen in with the Divine decree that has constituted the
Mediator, the King of Zion, and “Head over all things to the church.”
In such a condition of things, it is believed by the projectors of the
Magazine that there is weed for it as a small coutribution to the whole-
some religious literature of the day; and to every challenge of” presump-
tion, their reply is: *“Is there not a cause?”

“Speaking the truth in love.” is the apostolic utterance which has
heen selected as the motto of “The Monthly Advocate.” Tt has Leen
adopted because it expresses not only the work to be done, but also the
spirtt in which the managers desive and hope to do it. Whilst the
clucidation, vindication, and diffusion of evangelical truth will be the
great object of the Magazine, it is hoped that those who contribute to its
pages will never allow themselves to forget, that if conducted in a selfisl,
sectarian, and bitter spirit, it will utterly fail to accomplish the design ot
its publication. 'Whilst, therefore, it will give no uncertain soundon the
great questions of truth and morality—whilst it will be candid and fear- -

.
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less in its diserimination between truth and error, righteousness and sin
—its aim and effort will ever be to speak’ the truth in love, and it is
Lumbly hoped that “nought set down in malice” will ever dishonour its
columns.

It may le proper to observe that the Magazine will not be under the
supervision of any ecclesiastical body. It does not come torth under the
auspices or as the aceredited organ of any particular denomination. For
the doctrinal theories that it will advocate, the system of practical
movality that it will uphold, and the spirit that it will display in the
discassion of all questions, its conductors will be exclusively responsible.
The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments will be its ultimate
standard of appeal.

“Speaking the truth in love” will ever be its motto. The advance-
ment of the cause of truth and righteousness will ever be its exclusive
aim, and “whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatscever
things are lovely, whatsoever things ave of good report,” it will be ¢he
monthly aleocate of “these things.”

‘We enter upon our work, conscious of our personal weakness, yet
relying on the promised aid of Him who could make Jesse’s ruddy boy
strong against the Philistine of Gath, who could make Gideon’s feeble
band strong against the mighty hosts of Midian, and who can make *“the
weak things of the world confound the things which are mighty and
things which ave despised, and things which are not, bring to nought
things that are.” “May the Lord of Hosts he with us, and the God of
Jacob he our refuge.”

THE GREAT DAY.

BY THE EDITOR.

There have been some great and notable days, in the past history of
our world, It was a great day when the globe emerged from its primitive
chaos—when God said: “Let there be light, and there was light.” It
was a great day when “the fountains of the great deep were broken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened,” and the waters began to rise,
that swept away the world of the ungodly. It was a great day when tbe

- sun stood still upon Gideon, and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, and
the stars in their courses fought against Sisera, It was a great day when
the Son of (God was crucified on Calvary, when the sun covered himself
with darkness, and the earth quaked, and the rocks were rent, in honour
of their suffering Lord. And there will be some great days yet, before
that the angel shall stand with one foot upon the sea, and another upon
the land, and swear by him that liveth for ever and ever, that “there
shall be time no longer.”
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There is another, and in some respeets, a more notable day than any
of these—a day for which all other days were made, around whicl they
all revolve as a centre, and to which they all point—a day that will be
nshered in by more marvellous phenomena in nature, than any that have
ever yet been witnessed: the closing day of time, the inauguration day
of eternity—the day that God has appointed in which “He will judge
the world in righteousness”—the day when “the Son of Man will come
in His glory”—when “the judgment shall be set and the books opened,
and every man shall receive according to his works.”  “Z%e Great Day.”
—-Jude, 6th verse.

1. It will be the great gathering day of angels and men.

All the koly angels will be there; those chariots of the Lord that are
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels. All the fullen angels will
be there— those once spirits of light that broke away from their allegiance
to the Most High: all they will be there, to receive their flnal doom.
All the children of mew will be there—all that have lived on earth, that
are now living, and that will live, even till the second advent of the
Tamb of God. And ObL! what a great day will that be, when all the
millions that are now entombed in earth’s central chammbers, and the
millions that are now living and moving and acting on the surface of
the terrestrial globe, and the countless millions yet to come forward
one generation after another—shall appear in one vast assembly: some
clothed with shame, others lifting up their head in triumph, their redemp-
tion having come. “Behold He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall
see Him.” “The rich and the poor shall then meet together.” What-
ever distinction, adventitions circumstances of rank or fortune may give
one here, it will be of no account on that day. He who on earth was
charioted about in splendour, whose home was a palace, and who had
more than heart conld wish, will then receive no honour on that account,
Worldly distinctions will not survive the fires of the last day. The only
distinction recogrized will be that of moral character. Pollock in his
“Course of Time” thus describes the scene:—

It was a strange assembly: nene, of all
That congregation vast, could recollect
Aught like it in the history of man.
No badge of outward state was seen, no mark
Of age, or rank, or national attive
Or robe professional, or air of trade,”

» *, * * * *

“It was a congregation vast of men—
Of unappendaged and unvarnished men
Of plain, unceremonious human beings,
Of all but moral character bereaved.
His vice or virtue, now, to each remained,
Alone.”

And vast as that assemblage will be, there will be no possibility of any
one heing Jost in the crowd. ~ Every one will stand before the Throne in
his naked individuality, and feel the presence of the Glorious Judge, no
less sensibly than if, for him in. particular, the judgment was set and the
books opened, And great as that congregation will be there will not be
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a single scoffer there,  Days of scotling will then be over; moreover,
there will not be a single Jypocrite there.  Every one will appear in his
true character and pass for what he is worth.  There will not be a single
rayerless person in all that vast concourse, Mouths that were never
before opencd in prayer, will be opened on *that great and notable day
of the Lord.” That will be the great muster day of the children of men.
“The sea shall give up the dead that ave in it, and death and hell shall
deliver up the dead which ave in them.” The voice of the Avchangel
and the tramp of God shall be heard in every burying ground, and by
the tenant of every grave; and “they shall come forth, they that have
done good to the resmrection of life, and they that have done evil to the
resurrection of condemmation.

2. It will be the great distinguishing day of lwmaun character.

In the present condition of the wmoral world, it is very difficult, and
sometimes impossible, for man to distinguish between the righteous and
the wicked. They mingle in the same social circle, and ave oftentimes
partners in the same commercial firm, and sharcholders in the sune joint
stock company.  They meet in the same place of worship, and sit together
at the same Comnumion table. They cannot be distinguished by their
personal appearance, nor yet by God’s providential dealings with them.
And sometimes their moral conduet is so similar, that it fails to dis-
tinguish them hetore man, who can only look upon the outward appear-
ance. It is not the rule with God, in this life, always to diag the
hypocrite into open day, and show him to society in his truc character.
It 1s not His rule always to vindicate calummiated innocence, in this
world, bringing forth the vighteousness of the upright “as the light and
his judgment as the noon day.” The consequence is, that whilst the
former sometimes holds up his head in society, and in the church, as a
christian, and goes down to death with a lie in his right hand, undis-
covered, and unexposed, the ladter sometimes goes down to the grave
under a dark cloud of suspicion.

But there is a time coming, when there will he an everlasting dis-
tinction made between the two great classes of mankind.  There isa day
coming when all those masks and disguises which conceal the false-
hearted from hwman inspection, shall be torn off them, and when those
dark clouds of prejudice and suspicion, which so frequently obscure the
good man’s reputation, shall he blown away. Every one shall then take
his right place, and bear his right name. The Judgment day will he
the great disclosing day of human character. No hidden things of
darkness can be so hiddm]\ a5 to escape the searching serutiny of that
day, and no works of faith or labours of love can be so secret as that
they will not then he “known and come abroad.” The scrutinising eye
of Him that sits upon the Throne will detect the minutest phase of
character, and assign to every man his right position. "The conscience of
every man will also infallibly determine the divection he must take, and
the company to which he must go.  “The ungodly shall not stand in the
Judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteons.” ¢Then shall
ye return, and discern between the rvighteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God, and him that serveth him not.”

3. It will be the great harvest day of hwman ctions.

-
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“The harvest,” says the Great Teacher, “is the end of the world.” It
is a law of the vegetable wor ld—whatsoever a man soweth that shall he
also veap. M he sows wheat hie may expect to veap whewt.  If he fool-
ishly sows fares he may expeet to reap fares. It is so in the wmordl
world. It is in relation to moral actions that the Apostle says: “Be nob
deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever « ww sowetl that shall he
also reap.”  Human life is the great moral sowing time. It is then that
every one sows those seeds that will yield him a harvest of joy or sorrow,
throughout eternity. As in the harvest, the husbandman receives back
again “the seed that he deposited in the soil, or the legitimate fruits of
that seed, so at the great harvest day, every human being will receive
back again his moral actions, to his joy or sorrow, his glory cr his shame.

Then the impenitent sinner will reap the fruits of his impenitence.
“He will eat of the finit of his own way, and be filled with his own
devices.,”  No sin that ever he connmtted can, by any possibility, be
forgotten. Iven that little falschood which he told in childhood, and
which he thought would never come to light, is not lost. It was a little
moral seed sown by childish hands, and that seed will come back to him,
in its fimits, in the great harvest day. And so will all the other sius of
the finally impenitent. However secretly committed, however artfully
concealed, and however long forgotten; they are registered on high, and
they will all come back in a havvest of sorrow and shame in “the great
and notable day of the Lord.”

The people of God shall then reap the fruit of their works of faith
and labour of love. No christian need fear that any thing he does for
Clrist will ever be lost. A cup of cold water to a disciple is a small
service, but even that shall not be forgotten before God; it will come up
again in the final reckoning, and the giver shall in no wise lose his reward.
They are remarkable words those of the Apostle in the 6th chapter of
Hebrews: “God ts not unrighteous to forget your work and lubowr of love,
which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to
the saints, and do minister.,”  Simers saved by grace may fail to keep a
record of their service of gratitude rendered to Him who loved them
and gave himself for them; but in the Book of God’s Remembrance
there is not the minutest item of christian service unrecorded. In the
Redeemer’s own account of the transactions of the great day, He that
sitteth upon the Throne is represented as saying to the righteous: “I was
hungry, and ye gave me meat; I was thllbt), and ye gave me drink; I
was o stranger, and ye took me in,” &e.  What is their reply?—“When
saw we thee hungry and fed thee? or thirsty and gave thee drink?” &e.’
They forget that they had ever rendered any such services to their
Saviour God.  Dut has he forgotten these small items of grateful ser-
vicct No.  They are all recorded in the book of his remembrance, and
when the Judgiment is set and the books opened, they are all Lrought
forward and exhibited before angels and men as fruits of their faith,
evidences of their love, and as a vindication of the Divine righteousness
in bestowing upon them a glorious reward of grace. Thus as the good
seed that one sows in his garden or field will ome back to him in
fragrant flowers or golden fruit; so there is not a good word that one
speaks, not an act of sincere piety that he pertorms, not a cent that he
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gives away to advance the Lord's Kingdom, or to relieve the needy in
his distress, that will not come back to him in its glorious results in that
great harvest day when the Redeemer shall say: “In as mueh as ye have
done it unto one ot the least of these, my brethren, ve have done it unto
me."

To that great and notable day of the Lord, let us daily look forward.
For its coming let us daily and diligently prepare.  In view of it, “let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus.”  Muay the Lord grant that we “may find merey of the Lourd in
that day.”

U

THE BIBLE IN PARLIAMENT.

One of the great questions of the day—and deservedly so—is that of
the Bible < the school.  Another question—now lavgely overlooked—
must come to the front some day: Zhe Dible in pmrlicieent. By an al-
most universal consent, the Bible is at present, to large extent, a political
outlaw. Its right to speak with authority on any question of state is
practically ignored.  Karth’s rulers seem to think that they can legislate
successtully without its teachings. This is the great blunder of cabinets
and statesmen.  The state eon no more do without the Bible than the
church eon.  Tts connsels are needed by parliaments as well as by ecclesi-
astical convocations. The Bible embodies the best system of political
economy. It contains the great principles of legislation which, if adopted
and exemplified, would be surve to purify, elevate and bless the nations.
In the exercise of their regal authovity, the kings of Israel were to be
regulated by the Divine law which they were to keep constantly by them,
and, so far as they honoured that law in their judictal enactients and in
theiv private deportment, they were strong, prosperous and happy.

It is, therefore, not without much sorrow that we notice the sad parlia-
mentary affront that was offered to the Holy Seriptures at a vecent sitting
of the Dominion Legislature. ‘Whether the “launghter” that greeted o
member when lifting up the Bible to consult its testhmony in a particular
case was that of the many or the few, the legislative guilt remains the
same, inasmuch as there does not appear to have been any protest against
the affront, either by the Speaker or any other honourable members,
“Tell it not in Gath; publish it not in the streets of Askelon” that, in
the highest legislative assembly of the Dominion of Canada, the word of
the Living God was lifted up “amid much laughter!” The only authority
that was of any veal value in the settlement of the question under dis-
cussion—marriage with a deceased wite’s sister—was received with tokens
of marked contempt! The only hook that could authoritatively decide
the right or the wrong of the proposed legislation on a subject fraught
with such momentous consequences to religion and morals throughont all
future time, could not he introduced without profane derision! When
men in high places thus despise the true light, is it strange that they
should wander in ways of political infatuation, and frame “mischief by :
law?” Is there not reason to fear the execution of the Divine threatening:
—“Shall T not visit for these things, saith the Lord.”
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

BY M,

No. lL.—IxTRODUCTORY.

The most Important association on cavth is that of the household.
Home is of divine institution.  The first home was organized in Eden to
continue in suceession to the end of time.  Its design is to promote God's
glory and man’s felicity.  The individual is solitary, but “God setteth
the solitary in families.”  “Ile setteth the poor on high from afiliction,
and maketh him families like a flock” who might praise and adore the
name of the Lord. [t is, therefore, of the utimost importance that every
home should be established upon principles in harmony with its high
origin and destiny.

Home is the grand centre of all moral and physical interests—the
church and state are here in emlnyo; character that must develop itself
in due time, to the joy or sorrow of every individual member of the fam-
ily, is here in formation; immortal souls are here in training for eternity.
How few realize the responsibility connected with the government of the
houschold!  How very few scem to obey the divine injunction: “Train
up a child in the way he shonld go, and when he is old he will not depart
trom it!” Of what father could it now be said: “I know that he will
command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment!” What parent trem-
bles at the Prophet’s petition: “Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that
know Thee not, and upon the fimilies that call not on Thy name!”

Could home and household duties only be viewed in their true light,
what a change would soon be manifest in the community. Were it gen-
erally believed and acted upon that all real improvements and reforms
must take their vise in the domestic circle; that, in no case, could com-
merce and legislation restore a day of honesty and plenty without the
co-operation of the family; and that the only radical cure for all moral
and financial evils must begin in the household, how soon would it be
said of us “that there be no complaining in our streets.”

There is nothing ou earth so beautiful as the domestic circle where
christian Jove is radiant with smiles; it is here the voice of vejoicing and
salvation is heard. The christian home is the sweetest type of’ heaven;
no cloud can darken its horizon; no storm can shake its foundation, for
God’s testimony is its guiding star, and its anchor is cast within the vail,
It is a place of repose, safety and cheer, that cannot be found elsewhere in
this vale of tears, for the toil-worn labourer, the man of business and
others to enter when the storms, cares and trials of the day are over.
What a hallowed nar ¢, “Home, home, sweet home!” Well may it be
said “There is no place like home.” It may be a rude, rough home in
some lonely forest or sequestered dell; but, wherever we wander, we look
hack to it with the utmost interest.  'Who can forget the happy home of his
childhood! What mingled associations cluster around the old homestead !
—In the hours of sohitude, how thought rushes upon thought of the
happy mectings, sweet interviews, and sad partings we have had with
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those we loved under the paternal roof! Jow vividly flash upon the
mind the departurc of a pious mother whose loss owr heart almost .
crushed!  Or, the last moments of a christian father who may have gone
before, pouring out his soul in the following strain :—
“ My day is dippin’ in the West, it’s gloamin’ wi’ me noo;

I hear the sough o’ Jordan's waves, that I maun travel through;

Yeb *tis na Jordan’s waves I fear, nox tremble at the strife,

But oh! this sunderin’ ¢° hearts, this Ieavin’ weans an’ wife.

What tho’ we ken o° better things—a fairer wanrld abune,
Whaur lost frien’s are awaitin’ us, an’ 2’ maun travel sune;
This sunderin’ o’ the siller things, that tcther heart tae heart,
Oh! it tries puir human nature sair, an’ maks us laith tae pairt.
Gae rax me oure the Bible, wife, while yet I'm fit tae see;

Ere death creep o’er my cauldrife hack, m¥’ flap my failin’ e'e;
An’ let us sing @’c partin’ sang, before we sundered be,

For ye canna ha'e me lang noo-—I ha'na lang tae dree.
Lhere—pit the pillow tae my back, an’ ense me up a wee;

An’ bring them o’ tac my bedside, toe sce their faither deer
Noo raize the Bible up a thocht, it's owre laigh on my knee,

An’ shift the licht a honnet back, it's owre strong for my e'e.’
He wal'd the sang, the partin’ sang, his voice was firm an’ clear,
An’ read the fourteenth o’ St. John, nor did he shed a tear:

Sae is it wi’ the man o’ God when life’s day’s daurg is dune,
Nae future fears disturb his mind, nae ruetfu’ looks behin’,

‘Ot but it gi’es me great relicf, the singix’ o that sang;

My clay is crumblin’ fast awa’, my spirit noo grows strang;

My wife, my weans, we a2’ maun pairt, sae dinna sab sae sair,
But dight the tears frae aff yer face an’ let us join in prayer.

An’ let us join in prayer tae Him that’s wantin’ me awa),

That he may be a faithfw’ frien’ an’ faither tae ye 2’.— )
Ie turned his glazin’ e’e tac heaven, an’ raised his withered han’;
Noo saf’ly gone o’er Jordan’s wave, he’s reacht the better lan’.”

Although the lowly cottage where we were born may have been reduced
to ruins, and a statclier edifice raised on the spot and now occupied by
strangers; although those who once grew in beauty side by side, filling
one home with glee, may have been “scattered far and wide, by mountain,
stream and sea;” and although the dear friends of our youth may have
died, and their bones have been Izid in the old church-yard, yet the mem-
ories of Homne will often be awakened within our bosoms, chequered with
the joys and sorrows of life, and we will desire to murmur:—

“Give me my old seat, mother, with my head upon thy knee;

Dve passed through many a changing scene since thus I sat by thee;
O let me look into thine eyes; their meck, sclf-loving light

Falls like a gleam of holiness upon my heart to-night.”

‘What tribute could be paid to the memory of a christian mother greater
than this! Such aspirations should encourage those who undertake the
duties of a household, to sce that their homes ave built on corvect prin-
ciples and sure foundations, which alone can constitute a frue home.
Every parent, but especially a wife and mother, must, as life draws to a
close, recall many instances of failure—-many times when she could have
been more affectionate, less exacting and patient, and when firmness and
decision, combined with loving words and geutleness, would have secured
the desived results far better than stermness or hvitability. Many .
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mothers would willingly andertake the burdens of past years were there
any reason to hope that a second trial would be more successtul than the
first.  How plainly they can see, when it is too late, that their own hap-
piness and that of others might have been increased manifold by a dif-
terent administration of the power committed to them! The true wife
and mothey sits queen on the quiet throne of home, cherishing and diffusing
an influence, deep, saered and lasting, and requires much co-operation, wis-
dom and grace to assist, diveet and sustain in the discharge of Ler arduous
duties. Our desire, in future articles. will be not only that, by our
hints and suggestions, the burdens of the household may be lessened
as they come up day by day, but that every member of the family may
become happier, and wiser, and Letter.

TASTEFUL DWELLINGS.
BY D. D. T. MOORE.

As the vernal season opens, the door-vard, garden, etc., ought to ve-
ceive special attention, heing so cleaned up as to present at least a pass-
able appearance.  Many complain that they have not time to do this in
the Lusy season, and therefore neglect the matter when it should be done:
and too often the procrastination is continued for months, thus rendering
the smrroandings of what might easily be made an attractive home ap-
pear decidedly uninviting, it not actually repulsive.  And yet it would
take but little time and effort to make a change from slovenliness and
dilapidation to neatness and order, while the improvement would be so
great as to be noticed and admired by the casual observer, inciting not
only attention but favorable comment and imitation. * * * Bat,
aside from any thought of what other people may say on the subject, it
should be done for *he satisfaction of one’s own family—the wife,
daughters and others who apprecinte neat and tasteful sweroundings. Tt
will not only be gratifying to the feminines, however, but have a tendency
to make the hoys and young men become attached to the homestead, thus
proving an important factor in restraining them from seeking unsafe
amusements and companions, or leaving home for uncertain occupations
in city, village or clsewheve.

Are not the considerations just named of sufficient importance to in-
duce farmers to clean up and adorn the grounds around their homes every
Spring. even thongh a little extra effort and cxpense may be required to
accomplish the ohject? We think so, and therefore urge every one who
has a “‘stake in the hedge”—a home in the country and a family, how-
ever small—to give the matter early and proper attention. If you de-
sire your family to be happy and to keeps its members “at home on the
farm,” you will perform the christian-like work of rendering that home
attractive to both oceupants and visitors—and you should do it without
unnecessary delay or procrastination.
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THE WRONG SIDE OF THE GLASS.

Once, as I stood musing at a window, T saw a flv upon it and made w
Lrush with my hand to catch it.  When I opened my hawd. the fly was
not inside but still on the same place of the gliss.  Scureely thinking
what I did, I made another brush with my hand, and thought T had cap-
tured the insect, but with the same rvesult.  There was the victim guietly
retaining his place In spite of me. It was on the other side of the glass.
And, when I saw that it was so, T smiled at my own folly. Those who
attempt to tind pleasure out of Christ will experience a like fuilure, for
they are secking on the wrong side of the glass.  When we are on the
side of Jesus Christ, and, having believed in Him, ave cleansed and for-
given, then our pursuit of joy will be successful, but till then we shall
labour in vain, and spend our strength for nought, It is of no use digg-
ing for coal where the strata show that there cannot he any: and equally
useless is it to try after happiness where God’s word, and the experience
of those who have gone before us, assure us that happiness cannot be
found.  But then it is all the more needful that we should seek it where
it can be had and give ourselves at once to the search.  He who believes
‘1 the Lord Jesus is blessed in the deed.—-C'. IL. Spuryeos.

A NOVEL CATECHISM.
[From the Nete Yark Qbserver.{

Our English newspapers bring us, every week, some new wonder at
the height and depth of the nonsense invented by the party in the Church
of England who affect Roman Catholic viees and devices.  The following
is an actual, verbal and faithful report of a catechetical exercise in one of
these ritualistic mass-houses on a recent Sabbath day -

Priest (dotng duty for his friend, the vector ). “Now, little Loy, who is
vour father?”
© Roy. “Bill Jones, sir.”

Priest. “Yes, my little man; but I don’t mean your father on carth.
You have another father in heaven.”

Boy. “God, sir.”

Priest. “Quite right. Now, tell me who is your mother?”

Boy. “Please, sir, Mary Jones, sir.”

Priest. “Well, yes; but I mean your mother in heaven.”

Boy. “Please, sir, mother ain't dead yet, sir.”

Priest. “$Still, my boy, you have a mother in heaven; who is she?”

Doy. (Silent—dumbfounded at the discovery. )

Priest. “Don’t you know?! The Virgin Mary; she is your mother in
heaven. Now, tell me who is your father on earth?”

Boy. «Bill Jones, sir, as I said afore.”

Lriest. “No, my boy; I don’t mean him.”
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Boy. “But, siry 1 always calls ‘en my father. T always thought as how
he was.”

DPriest. ¢ But who is the father of all!  In .y pavish all the people call
me father.  Now, who is the father of all the little boys in this parish!”

Doy. (Sient—-staring with profound wonderment, 35 WELL HE MIGHT.)

Priest. “Why, Mr. —— [the rector]: he is the father of all the little
boys in this pavish.”

Doy, “Please, siv, 1 didn't know that!”

Priest. ©Now, who is Mr. [the rector’s] wite!”

Boy. “Mrs. — --” [nmning the rector’s wite].

Priest. “0, no, my boy: that is not right.”

Boy. “Well, sir, 1 always hears her called Mrs. - --e-.

Priest. “Yes, my boy: but Mr. - — is mauried to the church—the
church is his Iride.”

And so ends this sickly aping of Romanism in a protestant chureh in
this year of grace 1879,  Dut this cannot last long: and if chwrchmen
were earnest, the end would speedily come.  Should not all good and
true men join in hringing about such a conswmmation?

”

T.IE POWER OF HABIT

SELECTED.

Habit in a child is at first like a spider’s web; if neglected it becomes
a thread of twine, next, a cord of rope, finally a cable—then who can
break it? There are habits contracted by bad example or bad manage-
ment, before we have judgment to discern their approaches, or because
the eye of reason is laid asleep, or has not compass of view sufiicient to
look around on every guarter.

O, the tyranny, the despotism of a bad habit! Coleridge, one of the
subtlest intellects and finest poets of his time, battled for twenty yeurs
before he could emancipate himself from his tyrant,~—opium. He went
into voluntary imprisonment. He hired a man to watch him day and
night, and keep him by force from tasting the pernicious ding. He
formed resolution after resolution. Yet, during all the best years of his
life, he wasted his substance and his health, neglected his family, and
lived degraded and accursed because he had not resolution to abstain.
He would Iay plans to cheat the very man whom he had paid to keep
the drug from him, and bribed the gaoler to whom he had voluntarily
surrendered himself. Terrible, terrible is the despotism of a bad habit.
The case of Coleridge is an extreme one of course.  But there are many,
whose eyes these lines will meet, who are as truly the slaves of a per-
verted appetite as he. Their despot may be opium, tobacco, drink, or
worse; but they are so completely under the dominion of their master,
that nothing short of a moral war of independence, which should task
all their own strength, and all they could borrow from others, would
suffice to deliver them.
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J. B. Gough uses the following as a powerful illustration: I remember
once riding from Buftalo to Niagaa Falls. I said to a gentleman,
“What river is that, Sir?” ’

“That,” he said, “is Niagara river”

“Well, it is a beautiful stream,” suid I; “bright and fair and glossy;
how far off ave the rapids?”’

“Only a mile or two,” was the reply.

“Is it possible that only a mile from us we shall find the water in the
turbulence which it must show near to the Fall}”

“You will find it so, Sir.” And so I found it; and the first sight of
Niagara I shall never forget.  Now, launch yowr boat on that Niagara
river: it is bright, smooth, beantiful and glossy. There is a vipple at the
how; the silver wave you leave behind adds to the enjoyment. Down
the stream yon glide, oars, sails and helm in proper trim, and you set out
on your pleasure excursion. Suddenly some one cries ont from bank
“Young men, ahoy”

“What is 162"

“The rapids-are below you.”

“Ha! ha! we have heard of the rapids, but we are not such fools as
to get there. TIf we go too fast, then we shall up with the helm and
steer to the shove; we will set themast in the socket, hoist the sail, and
speed to the land.  Then, on boys, don’t be alarmed, there is no danger.”

“Young men, ahoy there!”

“What is 1t2”

“The rapids are below you.”

“Ha! ha! we will laugh and quaft; 21l things delight us. What care
we for the future! No man ever saw it. Sufficient for the day is the
cvil thereof. We will enjoy life while we may; will catch pleasure as it
flies. This is enjoyment; time enough to steer out of danger when we
are sailing swiftly with the current.” -

“Young men, ahoy!”

“What is 1t2”

“Beware! beware! The rapids are below vou.”

Now you see the water foaming all around. See how fast yon pass
that point! Up with the helm, now twn! Pull hard! quick! quick!
quick! pull for your lives! pull till the blood starts from the nostrils, and
the veins stand like whip-cords upon the brow! Set the mast on the
socket! lhoist the sail!—ah! ah! it is too late! Shrieking, howling,
cursing, blaspheming, over they go!

Thousands go over the rapids every year, through the power of habit,
crying all the while, “When I find out that it is mjuring me I will give
it up!”

Few people form habits of wrong-doing deliberately or wilfully; they
glide into them by degrces and almest unconsciously, and before they are
aware of danger, the habits are confirmed and require resolute and per-
sistent effort to cffect a change. “Resist beginning,” was a maxim of
the ancients, and should be preserved as a landmark in our day. Those
who are prodigal or passionate, or indolent, or visionary, soon make ship-
wreck of themselves and drift about the sea-of life,—the prey of every
wind and current, vainly shrieking for help, till at last they dvift away .
Into darkness and death.
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“JESUS WEPT.”

What an interest v gives to that scene of weeping to think that, at
that eventful moment, tue Saviour had hefore him the hereaved of ol
tome—that Iis eve was roaming at that moment throngh deserted chan-
bers and vacant seats sl opened gra s, down to the end of the workd,
The aged Jacobs and Rachels weepine for their children: the Kzekiels
wmourning in the dust and ashes of disconsotate widowhood—“the desire
of their eyes taken away by a stroke:” the unsolaced Marys ard Mar-
thas brooding over = duwrk future, with the prop and support of their
existence swept down—-the central sun and light of their heing eclipsed
in mysterious darkness.

Think, throughout the wide world, how many breaking heurts there
are—how loud the wail of suffering hwumanity, could we hut lear it!-—
those written childless and fatherless and friendless and homeless.  Beth-
any processions pacing with slow and measured step to deposit their
earthly all in the cold custody of the tomb. Think of the Marys and
Macthas who are now goiug to some “‘grave to weep there,” perhaps
with no Saviow’s smile to gladden them, or the desolate chambers that
arce now resounding to the plaintive dirge, “O Absalom, Absalom, would
God I had died for thee; O Absalom, my son, my son!” Think of all
these scenes at that moment vividly suggested and pictured to the Re-
deemer’s eye—the long and loud aaiserere ecioing dismally from the
remotest bounds of time, and there “entering into the ear of the God of
Sabaoth,” and can you womder that Jeses wepf?

Blessed and wmnazing picture of the Lord of glory! It combines the
delineation alike of the tenderness of his humanity and the majesty of
Godhead.  His Aumanity: It is vevealed in those tear drops falling from
the human eye on & human grave.  His Godlend: It is manifested in his
ability to take in with a giant grasp all the prospective sufferings of his
suffering people.  Weeping believer! thine anguished heart was included
in those Bethany tears!  Be assuved thy griet was visibly portrayed at this
monient to thine omniscient Saviour.  He had all thy sorrows before him
—thy anxious moments during thy friend’s tedious sickness; the troub-
ling suspense; the nights of weary watching: the agonizing revelation of
“no hope;” the closing scene! Bethany's graveyard became to him a
picture-gallery of the world’s aching hearts; and e, ves!  Thine was
there! and, as he beheld it, “Jesus wept!”

““Jesus wept! These tears are over,
But His heart is still the same;
Kinsman, Friend and Elder Brother
Is His everlasting name.
L A
Raviour, who can love like Thee,
Gracious One of Bethany'!

WWhen the pangs of trial seize us,
W hen the waves of sorrow roll,
I will lay my head on Jesus,
Pillow of the troubled soul,
Surely none can feel like Thee,
Weepiry One of Bethany !
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Jesus wept ! And still in glory

He can mark each mourner’s tear;
Loving to retrace the story

Of the hearts he solaced here.
Lord! when I am called to die
Let me think of Bethany !

Jesus wept! That tear of sorrow
Is a legacy of loves
Yesterday, to-day, to-morrow,
He the same doth ever prove.
Thow art all in all to me,
Living One of Bethany!™
—-Memories of Bethany.

CHRISTIAN CONSECRATION.

T'ake my life, and let it be, consecrated, Lord, to Thee.

"Take my Aunds, and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love.
"Take my ject, and let them be, swift and beautiful to Thee.
Take my roice, and let me sing, always only for my King.

Take my lips, and let them be, tilled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my golid, not a mite would I withhold.

Lake my moments and my days, let them How in ceaseless praise.
Take my /ntellect, and nse every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my »dl, and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine.
Take my leart, it is ‘Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.
"Take my love, my Lord, and pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take wyself, and T will be, ever, only, all for Thee,—Selected,

Every fumnily should study the cultivation of flowers inside and about
the house, and every child should have a plav of its own to cultivate. A
houquet on the table is more refining than the most costly spread.  Flowers
are God's messengers silently speaking to us, and we pity the man or
woman who have no love for these heavenly gems.

How 1o 32 Harry.—If we would be happy in this world or the next,
we must love and obey God; try owr best to make others happy; be con-
tent with such things as we have; look on the bright side of things, and
feel that our blessings are far more than we really deserve.

Without carnestness no man is ever great, or does really great things.
He may be the clevorest of men; he may be brilliant, entertaining, popu-
Tar; but he will want weight. No soul-moving picture was ever painted
that had not in it the depth of shadow.— Petes Deuyne.

“Temperance, Pro and Con” by Ishmael, says: “The entire inhabi-
tants of our glohe are spending nearly $2,000,000 a day on intoxicating
drinks.”  Only think of it christians!
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THE CHILDRENS PORTION.

The Editor of this department (o his readers, yreeting:

My Dear Youxa Friesps,—How many of you will 1 have as readers
and helpers, I wonder? At least 1,000 copies are to be circulated monthly,
so probably 6,000 bright eyes will see in print and read what I am now
writing, and that number will be increased largely before long, I hope,
by your efforts,  From what follows you can hardly form an idea of what
will fill this part of the Magazine in future numbers, because I wish you
yourselves to supply me with enough matter. As the chairman at a
meeting is not expected to say much but merely introduce speakers, so 1
desive to have little or nothing to do but arrange for the printer what
you will forward to me,

The Holy Spirit nov only makes us good, but makes us long to do good,
and anong my-—say 3,000—young readers 1 hope to hear from many
who, like myself, woull desire to be useful, and to receive from them for
publication what they think will interest and Denefit one another, and
this from a higher motive than merely to see their names or their com-
positions and selections in print. What is wanted is reading that will,
by God’s blessing, tend to make us know the Word of God—Christ and
the Seriptures—more clearly, love them more ardently, and obey them
more faithfully. Anecdotes, Poetry, Enigmas, Inquiries, &e., of such a
nature as to cause us to study the Bible, encourage temperance, and pro-
mote purity of heart and life, sent by you, I will have far more pleasure
in publishing than it selected by myself. Any incident happening in
vowr locality, which would be a lesson to others of us, or any good story
you may read or hear which pleased you, send on for the Lenefit of others.

It is not yowrs but you—not your money but your good—we seek.
If, howcver, more money he received than the publishing costs, what is
over will be used to enlarge and improve the Advocate. In that easc
neither editor nor publisher will gain pecuniarily by the publication, but,
there will he, it is hoped, funds sufficient in some way to obtain prizes,
not only to those who turnish the best answers to questions, but to those
also who aid most in sending what will appear in “the children’s portion.”
A good deal can be written on a one cent postal card. In writing state
vour age. Anything intended for the next number should be reccived
by the middle of the month, and addressed to

Your sincere well-wisher,

Eb. Juxior,
P. O. Box 329, St. John, N, B.

GOD AND THE CHILDREN.

God, in Holy Seripture, gives a very important place to children.
‘When He brings His people out of Egypt, He remembers especially the
little ones. In all the laws and statutes which He gave through His
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servant Moses, God seems to have ahmost more regard to the children
than the grown-up people.  With great frequency and earnestness He
exhorts the fathers to teach His precepts and com nandments to their
children, and by daily conversation to impress then on the receptive
minds of their litte ones.  When entering into coveaant with Abraham,
He remembered the whole houschold. When the law was read before
=il the people, God commanded the children also to be gathered, and
makes special mention ot the children of the stranger “within thy gates,
and that their children, which have not known anything, may hear, and
learn to fear the Lord your God” Thus Joshua read the Ln\' hefore
all the congregation, “with the women, and all the little ones.”  When
Jesus 9(‘11(1% His messengers, He sends them not muu]v to the individual,
but to the whole family. “Peace be to this house,” is their s alutatwn.
and their message, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and theu shalt be
saved, and thy house. "—-Saphir.

OUR YOUTH DUE TO GOD.

“Devote your young years to a good God, and your loving Saviour
The first fruits ave to be oftered to him.  The green ears of our youth
are to be carried to his sanctwary.,  Think it 1o pity that the vain de-
lights and sinful pleasures of wuth should be lost: youshall but exchange
them for spiritual delights, which are fur more excellent, inw: ud, and
fusting.  The joy of the Holy Ghost, the rejoicing of a lrood conscience,
communion with Ciod, the sense of Lis lov e, and the hope of heaven, ave
far better than the pleasures of sin, and will more than recompense your
foss of youthful and carnal delights.  And consider this seriously, that
none have usually morve comfort in their souls than those who ave wxllmv
10 lose their sinful comtorts for God and their soul’s sake,

Yemember that you must give an account to God how you spend your
\outh, as well as your old age. Consider, young as you are, how many
vears ave already spont, uul what account are you able to give to CGod
of them? One day spent in sin is too much; and the sins of one hour
deserve a hell.  Younger than you are dead and gone.  Let the thoughts
o them remind you seviously of your account. Your eall to God’s bar
may be next. Ave you veady? Think often what expense of time may
he hest accounted for to God; and so spend your younger days, as you
will wish you had spent them when you come to die md he Jlt(lged

Suppose God should eall you away suddenly—what sentence could you
evpeet from him!  Ave you ready, if the Bn'ldemoom should now come?
Alut. xxv. 6. 1t will be no excuse at Ju«l‘fmcnt if you be found in your
sins, to say, Lord, T was but young. He that is old enough to sin, is old
enongh for hell. You cannot make sure of God’s love, and an interest in
(ist, too soon.

G on'ndu‘ those young ones in Sc ipture, who ave commended for their
canly piety.  Samuel was ministering to (fod in his childhood, 1 Sam. ii.
18, Josiah had a tender heart for “God in his tender years, 2 Kings,

axii, 19, Children sang hosanmas to Cheist, Mat. xxi. 15, ’lunoth) was
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a saint betimes, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And let these young ones be your pattern.
The young disciple was the loved disciple. God takes great delight in

an early convert.  All your life is due to God; let him therefore have all

that still remains, and beg his pardon that any of it hath been denied.

TIn the spring time of life sin is less rooted ; Satan not so fortified; grace
not so much slighted ; the Spirit not so much grieved; and the conscience
not so much hardened. .

Be sure, therefore, to give God your youth. Resolve now to be seri-
ously religions. Now beg for the pardon of your sins, and the spirit of
holiness; and though the generality of youth take another course, yet be
not swayed by the multitude, and carried down the stream towards hell;
let them go-—you shall have better company. The saints of God will
love you, the angels of God will guard you, and the presence of God him-
self shall be with you.”— Muson.

A TRUE STORY.

Once upon a time—as stovies were generally begun in my childhood
days—there lived two little sisters in the town of T They loved
each other dearly, as sisters and brothers should always do. As they
were playing one evening on the pavement before their father’s door, the
little one, whom we will call “Brown Eyes,” threw a pebble, which un-
fortunately hit her sister, whom we will call “Blue Eyes.” Several gen-
tlemen standing near, and seeing the accident, expected to hear a loud
scream and an angry voice saying, “You ugly thing; T'll just tell mother!
You did it on purpose—I know you did—you mean, ugly thing;” and so
on, as angry children will talk.

But these gentlemen heard nothing of the kind. For a moment little
Blue Eyes stood ready to cry; for, to be hit by a pebble hurts. As I
said, Blue Eyes stood for a moment looking at poor dismayed Brown
fyes; then she ran to her, threw her arms around her, and said, “Don’t
cry, little sister; I know you didn’t mean to hit me; kiss me, dear;” and
the sisters kissed and embraced each other fondly.

The gentlemen who saw the little ones told their father of it; adding,
“We never saw anything like that before.”

Alas! and is sisterly and brotherly love and forbearance so rare a
thing, that the loving sister’s conduct should call forth a remark like that?
Dear children, learn of Jesus to be kind and loving to all; and especially
$0 to your sisters and brothers, whom God has given you to love.

“I forget a great many things which have happened in the year,” said
a little girl, the tears running down her checks; “but I can’t forget the
angry words I spoke to my dear dead mother.”

Seek not to be rich, but happy. The one lies in bags, the other in
content, which wealth ean never «iv-
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HOW TO GET ON.

A certain man, who is very rich now, was very poor when he was a
hoy. When asked how he got his riches, he said, “ My father taught me
never to play till my work was finished, and never to spend money till T
had earned it.  If I had an how’s work in the day, I must do that the
Jirst thing, and in an kowr.  After this I was allowed to play; and then
I could play with much more pleasure than if I had the thought of an
untinished task before my mind. I early formed the habit of doing every-
thing in time, and it soon became easy to do so.—Early Days.

BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR MAY.

1.—BLe Texr.

I am a verse in the Seriptures. to be found in a book of thirty-one chapters. In
me is mention of an organ of the body and of two kinds of birds of prey. The
birds are to destroy that organ if it do not act in a proper manner. Both parents’
names oceur in me. My whole is a solemn warning to ehildren not to disobey or
lightly esteem father and mother.  Write out the verse in full.

IL—ANAGRAM.
AAAAAHHHNNPZTEP.

No name of nation or of place,

I, by these letters, mean,

But, if you rightly do them trace

And put each letter in its place,

A word will there be scen.

To know what word these letters spell,

Read your Bible and that will tell ;

And when you've searched the seriptures rourd
It only once can there be found.

JII.—ScRIPTCRE SCENE.

Before the grand assizes I was brought by strength of arm,

The subject of a sad dispute, while I had done no harm,

Though innocent, yet for myself not one word could I say;

To end the scene, the judge advised that I should die that day.

INQUIRY COLUMN.

The object of this column is to have questions put, to which, in a sub-
sequent number, answers will be given. These questions may take a
wide range—be from scripture, doctrinal, practical, historical, etc. In-
quiries on subjects calculated to elicit profitable information are invited,
as well as answers to any questions that may appear. As examples, the
tollowing are given ard replies solicited :—

1. Is it right to wear a cross as an ornament?

2. Is it correct to speak of a subject of baptism as being “christened?”

K25 Parents, S. S. Teachers, and all who are interested in the young,
are invited to send matter likely to benefit them.
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

China.—Thirty-five years ago, not a single Protestant Missionary was
living within the bounds of the Chinese Empire. Since then nine prov-
inces have been occupied, and at the 12 treaty ports by forty missionaries,
and the other nine provineces have been traversed by missionaries, while
of forty thousand nominal Chinese christians, thirteen thousand are
communicants. During the past year the Gospel was preached in one
thousand towns and cities where it was not previously heard.

Jiadagascar—TIt has been declarved that “the number of converts in
Madagascar during the past thirty-five years, probably exceeds the
number of converts in the Roman Empire for the first three centwries of
the christian exa.” The Queen of the island is a professing christian, a
warm friend to Education and Temperance, and affords every facility for
the prosecution of missionary operations amongst her subjects.

Syrie.—Syria still continues to be a promising field of missionary
operations.  The missionaries of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in
that land of Dible wonders are prosccuting their work with zeal and
encouraging success. New fields of labour are opening before them year
by year. In arvecent letter Dr. Metheny writes that there are eight
villages erying out for the estublishment of schools, and offering to provide
school houses and accommodation for the teachers. The “handful of corn”
is heing sown on the mountain tops; “the fruit therveof shall yet shake
like Lebanon.”

Anreityum, New Hebrides—When the Rev. William Geddie, from
Nova Scotia, entered upon Aneityum, he was designated by some traders
“the fool missionary” for proposing to live and labour amongst the most
bratish of all the dwellers in the New Hebrides. In the spirit of the
Master who came to seek and save the lost, Wm. Geddie remained and
laboured for thirty years, and when he passed away to his glovious reward,
those whom he had been instrumental in turning from idols to the service
of the living God, wrote this epitaph:—“When he came here there were
no christians; when he went away there were no heathen.” The trans-
lation of the whole Bible in the language of the people has recently been

completed, and three thousand seven hundred pounds of arrow root was

not long ago sent to England to pay for the printing by the ¢ British and
Foreign Bible Society.”

GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

The English and American Bible Revision Committees are said to have
decided to print the Revised Bible in paragraphs, according to the sense,
rather than in chapters and verses, and the poetic parts in poetic measure.

The Pan-Presbyterian Council is officially announced to meet in Phila-
delphia on Thursday, September 23rd, and will close with a devotional
meeting on the evening of Sabbath, October 3rd. Preparations for the
great gathering are already far advanced
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Dr. Verner White, of Liverpool, has made up a table showing that in
Great Britain and Iveland, where the growth of Roman Catholicism is
such a bug-bear, the proportion of Roman Catholics fell from 27 per cent.
of the whole population in 1841 to 18 per cent. in 1871. The Protes-
tants have gained and the Roman Catholies have lost.

At a recent meeting of the British and Foreign Bible Society, a Welsh
speaker said:—*Wales is preeminently the land of one hook, We owe
it to the influence of the Bible that we have not a single infidel book in
ouwr language, and that Popery has failed hitherto to make any progress
among the pure Welsh, because they read and know their Bibles too
well.”

Slavery has of late been receiving additional death-blows in Africa.
King Johannes of Abyssinia has resolved upon the total suppression of
the traffic in his dominions. In a letter, prepared by his direction,
addressed to Earl Granville, he says:—¢“Knowing that it is the wish of
Her Majesty and the English nation that slavery should be abolished in
all parts of the world, and as it is equally distasteful to himself as a
christian Sovereign, his Majesty promises to put an end to all traflic in
slaves in his kingdom, and to declare all slaves now existing in Abyssinia
free men. The purchase and sale of slaves is only carried on by his
Mohammedan subjects, but he will put in force such laws as shall effect-
ually stop it."—Adwocate.

France, which a few years ago was the most Romish of all Romish
Countries, is now wonderfully opening itself to the true Gospel. A dis-
tinguished French Protestant, than whom there is no one better qualified
to form a correct opinion, in a recent address said:—*Without disguising
from myself any of the ditficulties and obstacles presented to the progress
of religion in our day, I am fully convinced that never since the age of
the Reformation was there so favourable an opportunity for the propaga-
tion of our doctrines and of our faith.” “Lectures! lectuves!” says the
Paris correspondent of the News of the Clawrches, “It is suprising to see
liow France is opening to lectures. Something new, something fresh,
something to instrnet, something to satisfy! And the Gospel containsall
this; so that the handful of lecturers, who are going about, telling the
people of the true liberty whereby Christ maketh free, of the true love of
God which saves and purifies, are eagerly listened to, and colporteurs find
a ready sale for New Testaments and Bibles after the meetings.” This is
particularly the case in the South of France. “The Secretary of the
Central Evangelical Society of' Paris states that if they had the means,
they could found a new Protestant church every week, so eager were the
people in the South of France to accept the Dblessings of the Gospel.”
May we not hope that a bright day of true liberty has begun to dawn
upon that fair yet morally benighted land?

All communications and correspondence connected with the general
Editorial Department of the ADvocaTx, to be addressed to Rev. J. R.
Lawson, Barnesville, N. B,




