Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes tect iques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

D Coloured maps/
Cartes gécgraphiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

. Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
v along interior margin/ ]
La reliure serrée peut causer de I’'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checkad below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meillour exemplaire qu’il

lui a 6té possible de se procurer, Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous,

Coloured pages/
Pages do couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages dicolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue
includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I’en-t8te provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X

24X 28X 32X




THE

CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

FEBRUARY, 1858.

THE WISDOM OF TIIE SCOTTISH REFORMERS,

Though we are not in favor of calling all the chief places of worship among
Canadian Presbyterinns by the somewhat blunt name—* Kunox’s Church’—we
are unfeigned admirers of the man and the reformer, John Knox, For sagacity
in counsel and thoroughness in action, Scotland has never known a greater man,
Carlyle does him no more than justice when he says, “They go far wrong, who
think this John Knox was a gloomy, spasmodic, shricking fanatic. Not at all ;
heis one of the solidest of men. DPractical, cautions, hopeful, patient; a most
shrewd, observing, quictly discerning man. A ceriain sardonic taciturnity is
in him; insight enough ; and a stouter heart than he himself knows of.”

An idea yet prevails, that Knox and his coadjutors were rough contentious
men, who may have served their country well in breaking the yoke of Popery,
but who were narrow in their views and harsh in their policy. This is one of
thoso impressions which originate in ignorance and prejudice, but which in pro-
cess of time assume an authority that it is very difficult to shake. Yet it is the
bistorical fact, that the Reformers in question were in advance of their ecclesias-
tieal suceessors : and that much that is now open to objection in Scottish Pres-
byterian usares is just what has been introduced in times subsequent to the
Reformation, and is at variance with the ideal at which John Xnox and his
friends so strenuously aimed. The alterations of the post-reformation centuries
in Seotland have in general been the opposite of improvements. And it some-
times tries onc’s patience to hear a zealous plea for the conservation of some
injurious custom on the ground of its antiquity, when it is nothing better thaz &
comparatively modern cmmption of the original mode.

As the terror of innovation is very powerful in the Presbyterian community,
' and hinders many reforms, it may be well to look into history, to ascertain the

* views and usnges of the fathers of the Church of Scotland on several momentous

‘Joints,—views and usages, which, in later times, inferior men have changed. In

Tuany respects, the best reform that the Presbyterianism of the Scottish type at

bome and abroad conld now bave, would be a return to its own real antiquity.
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1. As regards Public Worship, Tho Scottish Roformers, like the German,
Fronch, and Swiss, restored to tho Christian people what the Church of Rome
hiad taken from them— the service of song.’ Psslmody was introduced into
familics, and practised in all Churches as a very important part of Divine wor-
ship. Various metrical versions of the Psalms of David were published in Scot-
land in the 16th contury : but tho first that appears to have been adopted by
tho General Assombly was the English version of Sternhold and Iopkins,
published in the year 1563. In the following contury, when it was attempted
to cstablish a uniformity of worship in the threo Kingdoms, the version of the
English Puritan, Francis Rous, was submitted to the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, and after several revisions finally adopted. This is the
version which Cromwell and his ‘Ironsides’ sung; but it fell into desnetude in
England aftor the Restoration, and is now regarded all the world over as the
Scotiish Book of Psalms.

The metrieal version was called by our forcfathers * Paraphrases of the
Paalms’; and they ‘designed to add to these “Paraphrascs of the other Serip-
tural Songs”  We have before us the Acts of Assembly of 1647, from which
weo extract as follows : “The Assembly doth further recommend, that Mr,
Zachary Boyd be at the paines to translate the other Scriptural Songs in meater,
and to report his travels (labors) also to the Commission of Assembly.” This
proposal was not carried into effect. Zachary Boyd indeed faithfully reported
his ¢travels,” and two revisers of his work were appointed by the Assembly of
1648 ; but troublous times followed, and the attentior of the Church was other-
wise engrossed during the remainder of that memorable Century. The ideal
however was wise and good. If metrical verses are to be sung in Public wor-
ship, what can be better than to use for this purpose, the inspired and exalted
poetry of Scripture

It was in a later and less devout age, that our present Paraphrases were com-
piled—not metrical versions of the Songs of Seripture, as formerly proposed,
but “ Translations and Paraphrases in verse of several passages of Sacred Serip-
ture.” "The collection contains several pretty pocms, but very fow spiritual songs,
fitted for the use of a congregation praising the Almighty. The idea of para-
phrasing the prose portions of Scripture for the purpose of sacred song, is one
which could only have occurred to the tame mind and bad taste of the
eighteenth century.

In the sacred music appropriate to the service of song, the superiority of our
ancestors in tho 16th and 17th centuries is indisputable. The old version of
metrical Psalms was ordinarily printed with music, and that in the four parts;
so that every cne who possessed a Psalm-book possessed at the same times
Book of well chosen and arranged Psalm Tunes. The version had a greater
variety of metres than that which is now in use ; and eazh Psalm had its ap-
propriate tune, the music of which was printed under the first verse. Several
specimens of these Psalters are extant still. Scotland in those days was a coun-
try of high musical attainment. Church music was taught in the Schools, and
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we can easily suppose that congregations so trained from their youth and pro-
vided with the Psalters already described  could well sing in the Kirk” The
decline of sacred musicin Scotland dates from the times of the Commonwealth,
The version of the Psalms, made by Rous, and still used mmong us, was then
introduced. It had not the variety of metres furnished in the old version, and
was printed without music. The people accordingly wero thrown on the judg-
ment or caprice of individual precentors ns regards the selection of tunes, and
this dependance unhappily continues to the present day. As the old Psalter
beeamo obsolete, congregations began to sing by ear or by memory, withoit art.
And to nldd to the mischief, the long Parliament passc1an Act, obliging all
precentors to read out the Psalm, iine by line, This practice is not yet extinet.
We need scarcely say, that it is ruinous to musical effect, except indced among
the Highlanders, who chant each line of the Gelic Psalm befora they sing it, in
amanner not at all unpleusing to the ear. The reformation of Paalmody in
Scotland is quite of recent date, and partial extent. In the Colonies it bas
searcely begun.  The style of singing is inharmonious and untutored—and has
not even the charm of being antique. It is far inferior to the ‘old School'—a
bad innovation on the original musical mode.

From the subject of Praise, let us turn to that of Prayer. Our Reformers
had no thought of resigning to the Popish and Prelatic Church:s the exclusive
use of the invocations and litanies of Christian antiquity. John Knox indeed
made good use of them in the ¢Book of Common Order’ which he introduced.
It is true that an imposed form of prayer did not suit, and never can satisfy the
free spirit of Presbyterianism ; but the existence of the * Book of Common Order’
bad its intluence in moulding the devotional feelings, language, and habitudes of
the Church.  Tho order of Public Worship on the morning of the Lord’s Day
was as follows: A confession of sins—reading of Scripture—singing of a Psalm
—extemporancous prayer for the assistance of the Ioly Spirit—the Sermon—a
prayer for the whole estate of Christ's Church—the Loid’s Prayer—the Creed
. —singing of a Psalm—and the Benediction. In the 17th century, the Directory
© of Worship framed by the Westminsier Assembly was adopted by the Church
{ of Scotland. It still holds a place nominally among the standards of Presby-
| terian usage; but practically has fallen into neglect. Inmodern times, wo seem
to hava abandoned all rule. One minister forces a very inferior liturgy on his
flock, compelling them to listen to his stereotyped monotonous prayers. Another
omits intercession for the Queen and the Civil Authorities, with entire impunity.
A third treats the prayer that Christ taught to his disciples, with habitual
egle:t. A fourth prays extemporaneously for half an hour without cessation s
while a fifth occupies in the service no more than six or seven minutes. Every
one does what is right in his own eyes. Surely the ancients were wiser than . -
we,

The shutting up of Churches from Sabbath to Sabbath is a modern innova-
tion.  For fifty and perhaps a hundred years after the Reformation daily prayers
were offered in the Churches of Scotland, and sermons were freyuently preached,

-
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James Melvill in his autobiography, describos his studies at the University of
St Andrews under the Primarius Mr, James Wilkio (A. D, 1572); and adds
—bot the graittest benefit T had of him was his daylic doctrine at tha prayers
in the Kirk, everio morning.” Various other proofs of tho practice referred 1o
might bo given from the literntute of the poriad.

On the Sabbath, there was wont to be one full morning servico for adulta i
the order already described. Tn tho afternoon there was a Catechetical exeteise
for the young. So late ns 1652, the Goneral Assembly *recommends that
every Lord's Day, when the people do most frequently conveen, some conpetent
portion of the Catechism bo explained before the whole congregation (withow
prejudice of tho preaching); and that in this publike catechotick instruction the
points that are handled boe propoanded by quetion, to be answered by some
called up for that purposo.”” ¥s not the modern neglect of ‘catechising' a
chango for the worse ?

IT. As regards Sermons—Wa do not laud the sermons of the Reformers as
compleie models for the present time, but we assert that they are better models
than the sermons of later Divines in the 17th and 18th centurics.  As in other
countries, so also in Scotland, the Reformers zealously betook themselves to the
original mode of preaching—the exposition of consccutive Seriptures. Their
lectures, if uncouth in dislect, wero at all evonts vigorous and racy; and their
sermons were fearlessly directed to the sins and wants of their own age and
country. In the pulpit they were not tedious. James Melvill heard John
Knox at St. Andrews, and took notes of his lectures on the Book of Daniel.
Ho thus describes the habit of Knox as a Preacher :—*“In the opening up of
his text he was moderat, tho space of an halff houre; but when he enterit to
application, he maid me sa to grew (shudder) that I could nocht hall a pen
wryt.” Nothing can be more judicions than this management of a scrmon—
half an hour spent in cxposition, followed by a fervent “application™ for ten,
fifteen, or even twenty minutes.

The long intricate discourse on a verae of Scripture, or clause of @ verse, with
» hundred divisions and subdivisions, and ¢ uses,” cccupying probabiy two hours
in the delivery, belongs to a later period than the Reformation. It appeared
among the English Puritars of the 17th centory, anl was learned fiom them by
the Scottish Preachers of the end of the 17th and of the 18th century. Favor-
able specimens exist in the publishe® sermons of the Erskines, Durham, and
Traill. But how much better than these are the Lectures of Knox on the
Sixth Psalm, and on our Lord’s Temptatiun; or those of Rollock on Cbrist’s
Pission and Resurrection ; or Bruce's Sermon on the Christian Race; or Bin
ning’s discourse on * What God is to us™ !

The Scottish taste for long didactic sermons is an acquired, not an original
taste. It was formed in comparatively recent times, under an inferior school of
Preachers. The alleged Laste for dry abstract sermons, if there be such a taste,
dates only from the last century, and iy one of the many evils introduced by the
frigid “ Moderates.”
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111, As regards the Sacramenis—There is no trace among the Reformers of
that hasty perfunctory dispensation of Baptism, and that claborate and pro-
tracted servico of tho Eucharist which have in Iater times marked the Scottish
churches.

The Baptismal scrvice of John Knox was vory unlike that which is now aus-
tomary among Vreshytorvian ministors, 1t was perhaps too lengthy, but very
impressive; and in course of it that fine old symbol, commonly called the
“ Apostles’ Creed,” was rehearsed and expounded.  Iearing, as we have heard,
from the modern pulpit, crude extomporancous confossions of faith prescribed in
the Baptismal service, we havo pitied the parents who stand up in presence of a
largo congregation to nssent to anything the minister way say, vot knowing
wh~n they rise what may be required of them ; and wo have often wished that
the ancient forms had at least in part been preserved, and especially tbat the
fine old creed, ovon though it was not written by the Apostles and does not
cover the whole field of theology, might at such times bo still heard in our
churches.  'We suffer from the extroemo informalism which originated in the
hot controversy with the Prelatic upholders of forms and coremonies, and in tho
asthetic barbarism of the 17th and 18th centuries.

The administration of the Lord's Supper by John Knox seems to us superior
to any subscquent modo; although this is a service in which tho Scottish
Churches have always excelled. The method of the Reformer was distinguished
by grave simplicity, and was similar to the “order of the Kirk of Genova.” Tho
address, which included what is now termed in Scotland “ the fencing of the
tables,” is a model of wisdom and dignity in its combination of warning and
encouragement,—and that in terms far more brief than Iater usage has deemed
sufficient. The multiplication of * tables,” and the long *table addresses,”
sonding like so many successjve sermons, aro of later dato than the days of
Knox. So algo is the customn of assembling Ministers from other Parishes, to
give greater variety to these protracted services. The original communion ser-
vice was such as any pastor could conduct, unaided, among hie own flock; and
it was intended to have been observed once a-month. The prelude to the
“Manner of the Lord’s Supper” is as follows:—*The day when the Lord’s
Supper is ministered, which commounlie is used once a-month, or ps oft as the
congregation sall think expedient, the minister useth to say as followeth,” &e,
Owing chiefly to the scarcity of ministers, who were too few in number for the
parochial duty that dsvolved on them, the Lord's Supper could not be generally
dispensed once a-month, and it became usunl to observe it four times a-year in
towes and twice a-year in the country. It was so ordered in the Acts of As-
sembly of 1562, and this is the common practice at the present day, of the Eree
Church, and we think also of the United Presbyterian Chuyrch of Scotland.
Thus the 19th century, reforming the abuses.of the 18th, returns-to the wisdom
of the 16th.

We have found in the Acts of Assembly of 1701, a proof that the evil customs
of infrequent commuaion, and of leaving parishes destitute of Divino service .in
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order to accumulate assistance at the Church where the Sacrament was colo.
brated, were then heginning to prevail, and received the censure of the Supremg
Court of tha Church. .The following shott Act of Assembly passed in the year
above mentioned —“ The General Assembly recommends to I'reshyteries to take
caro that the Saerament of the Lord's Supper be more frequently administered
within their bounds, and (hat the number of minislers to serve thereat be re-
stric ted, ro that neighbouring (L.urches be not therehy east desolate on the Lord's
Day.”” Similar Acts wero passed in tio years 1712 and 17245 but tho evil
they sought to repress continued until the revival of religion in Scotland in the
present century.

1V. As regards Eeclesiastical edifices—~The Reformers worshipped in eathed-
rals and temples.  To chargo on them the wanton destruction of the old eccle-
siastical edifices of Scotland is unjust. It is no wonder that in a time of intenss
popular excitement angry mobs demolished some of thoe haunts of Popery, buti
was the wish of the Reformers to abolish only the mouasteries, and to purga the
churches of altars and images, not to destroy them. For thomselves, they
preached when opportunity offered in the halls of the nobles and the houses of
the citizens, not atiaching any undue importance to the character of the build-
ing in which tho faithful assembled; but they preforred the old churzhes, and
were not at all insensible to the congruity and value of a proper ecclesiastical
architecture,

In later times, the Scots becamo utterly eareless and tasteless about the House
of God. We are inclined to attribute this to the three frllowing causes—tho
extreme reaction of the Presbyterian church against the exterualisin of the
Prelatists—the cuctom of worshipping in the open air, during the times of per-
secution, and of leaving the churches to the curates and to contempt—and the
covetousness of the * heritors,” who spent on the sanctuary not onc penny more
than they could help, and persisted in covering the country with cheap barn-
looking buildiags for churches, till the taste of the nation was depraved and de-
stroyed. The result is, that in a country so eminently religious as Scotland,
there are not ten good ecclesiastical buildings of.the post-Reformation period to
be seen.  Sir Walter Scott said of St. John's Episcopal Church, Edinburgh, that
it was very like a French toy, and of tho West Kirk, which adjoins it, that it
was the Packing Box in which the toy wss imported. The *Packing Box"
stylo of architecture has been much in vogue, even in the towns of Scotland,
and even during the present century.  Within our own memory, churches and
chapels have been built, squat heavy structures, with an array of small square
windows—commodious * houses™ perhaps, but without tho slightest trace of
ecclesiastical dignity and congruity. Specimens of very marked improvement
have within the last ten years appeared in Glasgow, Stirling, and other towns,
and there is less disposition than formerly to decry architectural taste and decors-
tion as unspiritual and Popish.

V. As regards Education.—It is well known to all who have examined the
history of the Reformation period in Scotland, that the educational ideas and

lans of the Refurmers were of the most enlightened character. In fact, the
oudest advo.ates of the advancement of learning in Scotland at the present day,
such as Professor Blackie, are surprised to discover that they are unly fecling
their vay toward that more liberal and thorough provision for Schools and
Universities which John Knox projected some three hundred years ago. Ho
proposed to erect a School in every parish, and a College in every *notable
town.” In order that ample funds might be provided for the mainter~nce of
cdueational institutions, Knox desired that the Patrimony of the Church should
be divided into three parts—one for the support of the Protestant Ministry,
another for the relief of the poor, and the third for the parish schools. He
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further wished that the rovonues of Bishopri-s and of Cathoedral Churcher, and
the cndowments of rbolished Manasteries and other religious foundations, should
be applicd to tho support of the national Universities. Tho cupidity of tho
Sovereign and tho Noblea dofeated thia wiro and atatesmanlike plan ; and the
consequence s that Scotland, though always maintaining a fair famo among tho
nations ns reapocts the general intelligenco of her people, presents n humiliating
contrast to England in the pinching poverty of her institutions of learning.

Theso observations might bo greatly extended, but they sufiico to express and
illostrate our iden.  We have no sympathy either with dogged obstructives or
with restlesa innovators.  The trun policy of the Church lies in the “via
modia.”  To us it is a most congenial accupation to reconcilo the love of reform
and progress with the respect due to antiquity. The lessons that grow out of
our present subiject are not for the Presbyterian Churches of the mother country
only, but for their children, the Presbyterian Churches of the colonies. Old
things indeed need new adaptations, The modern exigoncies of the Churches
nood & modern policy and a living wisdom. But living wisdom can nover afford
to despisc “the wisdom of the ancients.” D.T.

I et e+ -

REMINISCENCES OF TIIE DISRUPTION TIMES.

In those eventful days we happencd to be a student in Humanity in the ve-
nerable and illustrious College of Edinburgh, and along with our compcers we
took a warm, yea a fervent interest, in the great question of the day. What
student could be indifferent to the non-intrusion debates and to the stirring
events that were taking place in tho legal tribunals and legislative councils of
the Church and State?  There never was a time in the bistory of old Scotland
when the minds of both young and old, male and female, rich and poor, were so
thoroughly awakened and excited. Go where one would, ti ¢ staple question
was non-intrusion.  The rights of the Church and the powers of the State were
keenly canvassed. Never wore the principles of political economy which per-
tain to & government's relations to the Church and religion better understood
or more clearly defined than they were among the Scottish people of those
days. History was ransacked for precedents in favor of the Church's liber.ies
on the ons hand, and the privileges and powers of tho State on the other. He
must have had a poor spirit who could have kept himself cool amid such heats, or
could long remain an mdifferent spectator of the conflicts of those ten years.
Every one took n side, and maintained it with all his might. DPassion was fre-
quently brought to the aid of argunent, and words of abuse often followed
when reasons failed to convince or to silence an adversary. Associations were
formed in every considerable town and district by the non-intrusionists, for the
purpose of circulating information and exciting an interest in the questions
under debate. By their agency public meetings were frequently held, at which
the most distinguished ministers and laymen of the Church addressed large and
enthusiastic audiences. Never was oratory more theroughly appreciated than it
was then, ard never bad men of talent and genius finer opportunities of wield-
ing the magic wand of cloguence. In our mative city, Edinburgh, there were
several societies for non-intrusion purposes. One we remember was called the
“Trade$man's Non-Intrusion Association.” Under its auspices all the great
public meetings were held, and that famous one in the West Church at which
8 disruption was first openly threatened. Another socie'y was called the
*Working Men's Non-Intrusion Association.” This organization charged itself
with monthly discussions amongst its members, with acting as an agent ig minor

‘e
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departments of tho great work, and with holding public meetings of a humblg
kind in the villages and towns in the neighbourhood of tho metropolia.  With
this latter society wo happoned, in theso days of onr youth, to have been brought
into fellowship, and had then a fine opportunity of becoming acquainted with
that raco of intelligont, and in many respects lenmned, working men for which
Scolland has aver beon famouns. Although, as its name indicated, it was a
society of working men, yot others belonging to the departinents of commerce
and trade were not exclided, and studonts wore specially invited. Amongst
our chief associnten, to whom we looked up with some pride, we remember the
tall, slim figuro of the Rav. Mr, McKenzie, then sub-editor of the Witness and
now a minister of the Free Church. Ile was our Merouring, and his clover
specches clicited our warmest admiration.  Another of our distinguished mom-
bers was the Rev. Andrew Cameron, now the well-known and accomplished
editor of the Christinn Treasury and other kindred works. [In our estimation
ho camo second ns a public speaker and debater. Others, whose nnimes we
Thavo forgotten, used to enlivon our meetings with their genuine Scottish wit, and
i‘nvmct our minJ with their strong sense and oxtensive knowlodge of Chursh
istory. 1

An);nwrostino; opisvde in our procecdings wo remember. Ou a winter even-
ing, some time in the month of January, wo resolved to proceed to the town of
Dalkeith, which, Iying as it did under the shadow of the dueal palace of Buc-
cleuch, was regarded as being much in need of enlightenment. ~ Arrangements
were accordingly made by our indefatigablo secrotary for this purpoto, A
Inrge upper room of a rather non-deseript character was engaged, n platform
was crected at one ond of stout deal boards, and arrangements were made with
the then Dalkeith horse-railrond to convey members of the associntion to the
rendezvous at so much per head. In high glee we set out, a goodly company,
ready to do battle with modorates and intrusionists, and to onlighten the miads
of our brethron.  We reached our destination in safety. A large andience was
sssembled.  'We occupied the place of honor on the temporary platform. We
remember the coup d’ail to have been rather curious. The room bore evidencs
of having been tenanted but recently by strolling players. The candles burned
dimly in paralylic Jooking chandeliers. And at one corner were observed a
knot of suspicious-looking persons, with big burly heads and determined, angry-
looking countenances. These, we wore told, were a lot of Chartists—a political
party—who wore determined to disturb our meeting, and intrude upon us their
political grievances, as schemes of more importance than our Ghurch questions.
Our proceedings went on. The mecting was opened and a chairman elected.
Speakers oue after another delivered their message, with some effect and to
some purpose as wo thought. But as we were about to conclude, up rises an
orator on the political side. "We shall never forget his appearance. He was a
young giant. Ile had n great head upon broad shoulders, and a profusion of
Gery red hair. Ho spoke with deliberation and force, and requested a hearing
for the political grievances of the reople and on behalf of universal suffrage.
This we would not listen to. The chairman, the aforesaid Mr. MoKenzic,
would not permit such a proceeding, The Chartist however persisted, and a
row was likely to be the result. Finally he appealed to us as gentlemen for jus
tico and fair play. With a happy knack our chairman replied with inimitable
good humour, * My dear sir, your are greatly mistaken : we are not gentlemen,
—we are just working men.” This was so unexpected and so puzzling, that
our political friends could not help joining in the loud laughter with which it
‘was grested. By this happy stroke of humour we got rid of the difficulty, and,
dismissing in peace and with a sense of triumph, we returned delighted to our

‘homes.
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Another incident that created a littlo excitement and amusement at the timo
wo remember 1o have witnessed. A puldic meeting bad been called for the
afternonn, at two o'elock, in the large Assembly Rooms, in Georgo Street, at which
Dr. Chalmers and ather notabilitien were announced ar spe <kete.  The occaxion
of this meeting was the appearance of the Dean of Faculty’s bulky pamphlet
in opposition to tho pretensions and mguments of the nen-intrusion party. Dr.
C}mrmnrn wan called to the chair, and made one of hix most memorable and
eloquent orations.  Among other things, he tetorted with unusnal vehemenee
and reorn the threat contained in the Dean’s pnmphlet, that as the firm hand of
tho law had in the past auppre<ed the agitations and the demands f the Churel,
w what “firmness had done firmness wonld do again. The Dr. recounted
many memorable eventa and circumetances in which the firmness of the Church
had trinvmphed ovor the tyranny and injustico of the State, and with the voico
and look of an ancient prophet, he concluded with the words of the Dean, that
“what firmness had done firmness would do again,” Dr. Welsh, profestor of
Church History in the College of Bdinburgh, foliowed Dr. Chaimers, and spoke
with his usual logical precision and force. In the midat of a very animated
passagre, A sharp sound was heard underneath ¢he platform, and in s momont
the sycnkcrs and their friends disnppeared behind the railings, and were tossed
together in ono tumultuous heap. For a little much alarm was felt Ly the
audience, under the impression that the floor of the room had given way, but it
was soon ascertained that only the temporary platform had ruccumbed under
the weight of its learned and illustrious occupnuts.  The fimst to appaar from the
meléo was the venerable Chalmers himaelf, with a countenance, the firm pla-
cidity and composure of which we can never forget. In a few words he in-
formed the audience of the causs of his sudden disappearance from the scene of
action, and announced that no one was in the least hurt.

At another memorablo meeting wo remember to have been present. It was,
if we recollect aright, an adjourned meeting of the Commission of Aasemb‘]g.
It was appointed specially to consider the conduct of the Presbytery of Strath-
bogie on their receiving the injunction of the Court of Seasion to proceed with
the ordination of Mr. Edwards, the presentec to the parish of Marnock. The
Presbytery, in obedionce to that injunction, had resolved, notwithstanding the
prohibition of the General Assembly, to proceed with the ordination. The
?nestirm before the Commission was * how can the Presbytery be prevented
rom disoboying the orders of the Genoral Aesembly, the supreme ecclesiastioal
court of the Church.' The meeting was held in St. Giles’ Cathedral, in the
Church now known as the New North, of which at that tiizne Mr. Marshall was
minister. Tho Church is a large one, and the Commission, consisting of about
120 persons altogether, occupied but a small space in front of the pulpit.
Amongst the members we noted Dr. Candlish, Dr, Muir of St. Steplen's, Edin-
burgh, Dr. Welsh, and Dr. Chalmors. The Iatter spoke on the question in
debate with but partial notes, and while he was felicitous in much that he said
ho stammered and hesitated a good deal, as was usual with him when speaking
extemporancously. 'We remember his taking off his spectacles and lookh;%
up m the Moderator with a face brimful of humour, as if a h:l{)py thougit h
just struck him. He then proceeded to state in colloquial style that the con-
duct of the brethron of Strathbogie reminded him of a nursery rhyme much
in vogue in his youth. In this thym the praises of certain kinds of reels or
dances were celebrated, first the twosome recl was commended, then the three-
some, after that the foursome, but each verse concluded with tho determination,

“We'el dance the reel o' Bogie.”
The meeting, at which there was & large audience, was convulsed with laughter-
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In the course of a few days the amusing and effective caricature of the “ Reql
of Bogie,” appeared in the privtsellers’ windows in Edinburgh, in which Dy,
John Ritchie, the celebrated temperance and voluntary advocate, was Tepre-
sented sitting on a whiskey puncheon fiddling, and Drs, Cunningham, Welsh,
Gordon, and Chalmers, arrayed in gown and bands, were dancing with great
glec before him.  For the idea of this, the best and most eftective of the numer-
ous cmicatures of the non-intrusion party, that appeared at that time, the artist
was indebted to the Dr.'s humour aud wit.

Another of the memorable incidents of the Disruption was the exposition of
the fanious financial scheme and sustentation fund of Dr. Chalmers.  This was
first given in a small quoad sacra church in KRoxburgh Place, of which Dr,
Hamilton of London was then the minister. The meeting was in a measure
preliminary and teutatory. It was chicfly intended for the middle and working
classes of society. At this time the Disruption wasimminent, The conference,
at which the evangelical party had determined to maintain their principles at
all hazards, had just been Leld; and it was generally known that the Govern-
ment in their folly were 4atermined to do nothing to relieve the consciences of
the most devoted of the Church’s ministers and people. The Dr. was proverbi-
ally great in matters of filance. o was the Chancellor of the Church's Ex-
chequer, and not the least of the noble deeds which he performed in his day
was that of the scheme for the sustentativn of the ministry, which to thus day
stands intact, the glory and the defence of the Free Church of Scotland. The
principle which the Dr. laid hold of at this time with his masculine mind was
the « power of littles.” He made a happy use of the well known proverb—
# Many littles make a mickle.,” In a great variety of ways he showed what
could be done by the penny contributions of the evangelical people of the country,
The amount which a penny » week from every adherent of the new church
about to be inaugurated would produce, ke showed would be sufficient to po-
vide a comfortable maintenance for the ministers who would be deprived of their
livings, The institution of the penny-a-week system under an active and effi-
cient body of local collectors, had a marvellous effect upon the community,
Every oue, even the most humble, felt that he could do something for the good
cause, and those who possessed wealth felt that the burden of the movement
would not rest entirely upon their shoulders, but that every one would thus hel
according to his means to maintain the evangelical Church. This penny-a-wee
scheme, propounded by a man so illustrivus and honored, as Dr. Chalmers
has, we belicve, done much to promote the liberality for which the
Free Church is distinguished. It led all the people to begin to give. It
was the A. B. C. of the new financial system, and the beginning of a habit
which has grown with the growth of the Church. At that time the
great bulk of the people never gave anything, or gave but a small pittance, for
religious purposes. It was therefore necessary that in an easy way they should
be led to sec and to undertake the responsibility which would now rest upon
them. Tt was certainly felt after a little tims that the penny-a-week system was
too literally understood and adopted by many, and that sume who were rich io
this world’s goods, under a misapprehension of the Di's views, gave no more
than a penny. Dr. C. took therefore every opportunity by public speeches and
circular letters to disabuse the public mind of the notion that no more than a

enny-a-week was required from each person, In his own felicitous way he
requently enforced the law of proportionate giving—that every one should give
“as God bad prospered him.” The financial system of the Free Church, thus
inaugurated by Dr. Chalmers, stands and will remain a monument to kis sancti-

fied genins, It is the admiration of the Churches of Christendom.
e had the rare privilege of being present at many of the exciting Assem-
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blies, Synods, and Presbyteries of that period, and have heard the most famous
speakers on both sides of the question. The business tact, pertinacity, and
ability of the Moderate leaders were often highly interesting and instructive.
Their resolutions and motions were alwavs carcfully and ably drawn. The
party were under the most thorough discipline.  On great questions the leaders
only, such as Drs. Cook, Bryce, Robinson, and Procurator Bell, were the chief
and often the only speakers in debate, Every step they took was done in concert
and with deliberation. The evangelical party had all the eloguence on its side.
Although Dr. Cook was an able and vigorous, yet he was by no means an in-
teresting or eloquent speaker. Or the other side, Dr. Chalmers in the treatment
of a great question was & host in Limself, and with the forco and dignity of his
remonstrances and appeals he frequently made his opponents quail. On the
same side there were Drs. Candlish and Cunningham, the most ready and accom-
plished of debaters, Dr. Buchanan, the type of an able statesman, Alex. Dunlop,
the most acute and erudite of lawyers, Buchan of Eelloe, the most sensible of
country gentlemen, and Maitland McGill Crichton, the most chivalrous and
honest of squires. To have seen and heard these men in these palmy days of
their genius and strength, was no mean privilege. Amongst the laymen
on the Moderate side we may note the present Earl of Dalhousie, who, on the
Assembly’s resolving to depose the majority of the Presbytery of Strathbogie,
left the meeting in anger, declaring with a loud voice as he retired, *the knell
of the Church of Scotland is rung.” This became ono of the proverbial sayings
of the time.

The most memorable event of which we were an eye-witness was the Distuption
itself.  The month of May 1843, was looked forward to, with intense interest
and anxiety by the whole people of Scotland. An unusual concourse of strangers
thronged the Capital city as the day approached for the mecting of the General
Assembly. The Marquis of Bute was Lord High Commissioner for that year, and
being a nobleman of some wealth and liberality, his suite and retinue on that occa-
sion were expected to be more than usually splendid. The citizens turned out
in much greater uumbers than usual, and even a stranger would have observed an
unusual degree of excitement among the crowds of well dressed people who
lined the strect. 'We used to look with a feeling of national pride at the gay
cortege of the representative of Majesty passing with all the pomp and military
circumstances of State to the opening of the Church’s General Assembly. Even
now we would regret that this pageant should be dispensed with. We have
ever recogniced in the presence of the Throne in the General Assembly a
symbol not of the Church’s thraldom to the State, but of the homage of the State
to the King and Head of the Church. On this memorrble day, Dr. Welsh the
Moderator of the previous Assembly preached a most de’ ouy, faitliful, and earn-
est sermon before the Lord High Commissioner and a <1 »wded audience in the
High Church. After this, the procession proceeded to St. Andrew's Church in
George Street, which for a few years back had been selectud for the meetings of
Assembly. The lower part of this Church which was of a_circular form, was
reserved for members. One side, that on the Jeft of the Moderator, was occu-
pied by the evangelical party and was always much crowded. On the othor
side the moderates sat, among whose benches there was much unoccupied space.
In the centre might be found a few middle men,—a party who at that time got
the name of the “forty thieves,” from the circumstance that forty of them had
sent a memorial to government requesting a measure of compromise which
would have satisfied neither party. Among the ranks of these latter were some
who had been most active and warm promoters of the non-intrusion cause, but
were now regarded as traitors to their principles. The gallery of the Church
was divided into three parts, That on the right of the Moderator was sct apart

.
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for the public who were admitted on the payment of one shilling sterling, The
centre was reserved for ministers who ware not members of the Court, and the
loft hand for Students of Divinity, who, on payment of half a erown received g
ticket admitting them to all the meetings.  The Throne occupied the place of
the pulpit and 1n front of it the Moderator’s chair was placed. Long before the
hour of meeting, the Church was fillud to overflowing in every part. Some of
the audience had even got access to the Church the night before, and many
besicged the doors at the dawn of day. By special permission we got a place in
the Student's gallery, the seats of which were not only packed but another tier
stood upon the book-boards, and on any spot on which a footing could be ob.
tained. 'We had the rare good fortune to obtain a snug place from which the
Throne of the Commissioner and the chair of the Moderator with the table of
the clerks could be seen through an avenue of legs; and these things we
saw as if set in a living frame. The procecdings were opened by singing, read-
ing of the Word, and prayer. After this part of the service it was usual to call
the roll and to constitute the Assembly. But on this occasion the Moderator
with much solernity turned to the Throne and informed the Commissioner that
he must now, instead of constituting the Court, read in his own name and in that
of the majority of the Assembly a protest against the violation of the Church's
rights and privileges in the late proceedings of the civil tribunals and of parlia-
ment, This protest was written on a rolf of parchment and contained at that
‘time only the names of the most distinguished members of the evangelical party
both lay and clerical. Dr. Walsh read this document with a clear, distinct and
pathetic voice, and having concluded he laid it upon the table of the house, and
with a bow to the Commissioner left the chair. At this moment intense excite-
ment pervaded the meeting. The evangelical party rose from their seats in one
mass, the rustling sound of which was heard in every.part of the Church,
From the moderate ranks excited and anxious looks were cast at the unexpect-
ed numbers of those who for conscience sake were by this act giving up the
honors and advantages of the established Church. When it was seen by the
audience that the mivisters on the evangelical side of the house were moving
out, a rush was immediately made to the doors. On descending the stairs we
came upon a remarkable group of men. Dr. Welsh, in the ancient and becom-
ing costume of Moderator, Drs. Chalmers, Cunningham, Gordon and Candlish,
moving out together with an appearance of quiet satisfaction as if they felt that
that day they had done their duty. At first when the doors were opened and
the excited crowd without saw the well known leaders of the movement, a cheer
was attempted but it died away as if’ unsuited to such a solemn spectacle. An
unusual silence pervaded the spectators, From many an eye the tears flowed
freely. It was felt that an act was now consummated that would have great
‘influence for weal or woe upon the future destinies of the Church and country.
The ministers and members of Assembly formed themselves as by a kind of im-
pulse into rank three deep, and marched in solemn procession down Dundas
Street to the Canonmills Hall which in anticipation of this event had been pre-
pared for their reception. This spectacle will never be forgotten by thase who
“witnessed it. Such another event has not been secnin the history of the Chureh.
Lookirig up the hill from below the Circus, the long dark line of the disruption
ministers was clearly seen led by 1)rs. Welsh, Chalmers and Gordon, while the
windows and paths on either side were thronged with anxious spectators. Be-
fore the ministers reached the vast hall prepared for the mnew Assembly
it was nearly filled in every part. As the men more noted in this move-
ment_entered, they were greeted with the most hearty bursts of applause.
Dr.Welsh opened the meeting, giving out the 100th Psalm, which was sung by
the three thousand people assembled with a power and pathos we never heard
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before, and never expect 1o hear again. A great swell of inrmonious praise and
thuoksgiving ascended that day to the throne of God. The Assembly having
been opened in the usual form, Dr. Chalmers was chosen the first Moderator.
Ilis address on that day was one of unusual force and power. He defended
and defined the position which they then occupied. IIe was careful to note,
that although they had left the State Chureh, that this was not on account of
any change of opinion in reference to the great question of the lawfulness of an
Established Church. They left because the liberties of Christ’s people and the
constitutional scriptural rights of the Chureh had been invaded by the stron

am of the State, and not beeause they thought that the counection of Chm‘cﬁ
and State was in itself sinful. The name of the Frec Protesting Church of
Scotland was here for the first time coined, and at once adopted.  Afterwards
it was abridged into that of the Free Church, which has now become a proper
name in the English language. Thus terminated the ten-years’ conflict for the
liberties of the Christian people and for the Headship of Christ in the Church of
Scotland. Nearly four hundred ministers, with all the missionaries in India,
left the State Church. A large number of the prubationers and students threw
in their lot with the ministers. The eldership almost universally followed their
ministers, and more than one half of the members and adherents of the State
Church united themselves with the disruption ministers under the banner of
the Free Church. The movement has not been, as many supposed it would be,
amere nine days’ wonder, The Church then inaugurated has advanced with
an enterprise and intrepidity which has called forth the w.mivation of the Chris.
tisn worid,  From a beginning of four hundred ministers, she had increased in
1856 to upwards of eight hundred. ITer home and foreign missions are main-
tained in greater efficiency and force than at any time in the history of the
Church of Scotland. She has three Colleges and a noble stafl’ of Jearned and
codly professors for the training of ministers. With her Christian schools, as
well as Churches and manses, she has covered the land, and the awnual contri-
butions of her people for religious purposes amounts to £300,000 sterling. God
has greatly blessed this Church and made her the honored instrument of largely
promoting His glory both at home and abroad. Ier zeal and euterprise has
awakened other churches to emulation, and imparted 2 most salutary stimulus

to the whole Christian community of Svotland and to the Presbyterian Churches
of the Colonies.

K.

BELIEVER BAPTISM.

The wowds “Believer Baptism” express the great argument of our Baptist
\rethren, by which, at a single discharge, they think to demolish our goodly
and elaborate structure of Paido-baptism ; and many well-meaning, though
imperfectly instructed Christians, have been bewildered as they saw the great
un fived and the heavy shot strike. The dust which it threw up obscured the
fortress, and they thought it was blown to atoms. The Baptist asks, trium-
phantly, * Do you find any other than Believer’s Baptism in the New Testa-
ment ¥ He then quotes a namber of passages showing that those who were
baptised by the Apostles were believers, and thence infers that we have no-
warrant in Secripture for baptising any but adult believers, and consequently
no warrant fur infant baptism. We have of late been led to investigate these
assertions concerning Behever Baptism and their application to infant baptism,.
and we give the result of our investigations.
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1. That Believer Baptism is not taught in the Bible, and cannot be practised
in the Christian Church,

2. That there is no Scripture warrant for adult baptism, as now practised in
Baptist churches. '

3. That the Apostolic practice in baptising adults proves nothing as to infant
baptism.

ow, let it be observed, that the only argument we now profess to discuss is
that derived from apostolic practice. All other arguments, as from the inability
of infants to believe, &re., we waive meanwhile. Observe, also, that we do not
deny that faith ought to accompany baptism ; nay, without faith, baptism isa
mere form and not a means of grace.

1. Tirst, then, we assert that Belicver Baptism is not taught in the Bible, and
cannot be practised in the Christian Church,

In all the instances recorded in Seripture, @ declaration of faith in Jesus was
undoubtedly required, but nof faith itself. Even the inspired apostles judged
by profession, not by faith. Ananias and Simon Magus had not faith, yet werg
rightfully baptised when they professed faith ; they were not believers, and yet
were rightfully baptised. The apostolic practice, therefore, was not Believer's
Baptism, but Professor’s Baptism.

The presence or absence of faith cannot be made a qualification for admission
into the Church ; for no man can certainly know that an applicant has faith—
mar must judge by the profession made. Men, therefore, cannot administer
Believer Baptism ; they can only attain to Professor’s Baptism.

The practice of Baptist Churches proves the same thing. No Baptist Church
will say that all their members ave veal believers. Some then, though baptised,
are unconverted, and their baptism could not be Believer's Baptism ; yet it is
baptisn. Now, we shall suppose that an unbeliever has been baptised, and is
afterwards couverted. Is he re-baptised? Oh no. Iis baptism 1s held quite
valid. That is, the baptism of an unbeliever on a profession of faith is real
baptisim, Baptists themselves being judges. We think, then, that our first asser-
tion is established. Believer Baptism with water is a fiction, not tausht in Serip-
ture, and which cannot be practised in the Christian Church.

2. We assert, secondly, that there is no Scripture warrant for adult baptism,
a8 now practised in Baptist churches. ‘The Baptist argument runs thus : There
are in Scripture instances of adults who professed their faith being baptised,
therefore we have the example of apostles and a seriptural warrant for baptising
adults who profess their faith ; and adults are, according to Scripture, the pro-
per subjects of baptism.

The Baptist will hardly be prepared for a flat denial to this, his favourite and
fundamental assertion. Still, we do deny it in the application he makes of it;
and we assert, on the contrary, that the Scripture nowhere telis us that such
adults as Baptists baptise, wers baptised by the apostles on a profession of faith.
We defy the most zealous and ingenious Baptist to cite an instance.

‘What, were not the Jailor and Lydia, and the three thousand on the day of
Pentecost, adults ? and did they not profess their faith before they were bap-
tised 2. Yes; so far you are right. But these parties were not such adulls as
you baptise now-a-days among us. You assert of all professing adults what the
Scripture only says of some. Fo make this point clear, we distinguish. The
possible subjects of Baptism may be divided into—

1. Adult Jews and unconverted Heathen, ignorant of Christianity.

2. Adults, children of Christian parents, brought up under Christian influences,
and instructed in the Christian rehgion.

8. Infants.

Of the third class we say nothing, as that is not the point now in hand.
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In dealing with the first class, Baptists and we aro perfectly agreed. They
must intelligently profess their faith in Christ before they can be baptised. As
soon as this'is done, we would immediately grant to them baptism. Ilere we
teach and practise adult baptism as strongly as m?' Baptist. Now it is to this
dlass that all the Scripture instances of Luptism belong. All who are recorded
s having received baptism from the apostles were Jews, or proselytes, or con-
verted heathen ; and the apostolic practice in baptising them is iz pérfect har-
mony with the usage of both Presbyterian and Baptist churches.

The point of difference lies in the second class: Adults, who are children of
Christian parents and are religiously instructed. Under our system such a class
would not ordinarily arise, as they could only be the children of godless and
imeligious parents who neglected gospel ordinances; and as these parents would
be cut off from the Church, and would be regarded as heathen, their children
would be dealt with accordingly. To the Baptist system this class is essential.
Now, what we assert is, that there is no mention in Scripture of such a class of
candidates for baptism, and that there is no instance recorded of the baptism of
such an adult. The New Testament history extends over a period of sixty
years of the Church’s existenco, and thus embraces two entire generations, yet
we do not find on record one instance of the adult child of a professing Christian
having been baptised. Where, then, is the apostolic example so much boasted
of as being the seriptural warrant for baptising the adult children of Christian
parents ¢ It cannot be found.

But further, cither they were baptised when adult, or they were not. If they
were not baptised when adult, we must either believe (what is almost incredible)
that not one child of the many thousands of parents who were converted under
the apostles’ preaching ever joined the Church; or that they were received to
full privileges when they became adult, having been baptised in infancy. But
if they were baptised when adult, then Scripture says nothing about it, and the
Baptist has no more example or seriptural warrant for baptising the children of
Christian parents when adult than we have for baptising them when infants,
The Scripture is silent alike on both points.

The Baptist may choose his alternative. Meanwhile we think that we have
established our second assertion,—That there is no scripture warrant for adult
baptism as now practised in Baptist churches.

3, Our third assertion is, That the apostolic practice in baptising adults proves
nothing as to infant baptism. The Baptist argument is ;—while there is in apos-
tolic example Scripture warrant for baptising adults, there is none for baptising
infants. 1t may be stated thus: :

The apostles baptised only adults who professed faith in Jesus.

Infants are not adult, and cannot profess faith.

Therefore, the baptism of infants is not sanctioned by apostolic practice.

Now we have shown that the first proposition here is a fallacy. Besides deny-
ing, on other grounds, the assumed fact, that adults were the only subjects of
apostolic baptism, we assert that the Scripture record tells us of the baptism of
only a certain class of adults; that the children of Church members are not in
that class ; and that there is no evidence that the apostles cver baptised the child
of Christian parents when adult. The whole argument, therefore, resolves itself
into the assertion of a historical fact, that the apostles baptised adult Jews, pro-
selytes and Heathen, on profession of their faith. DBut this leaves no room for
any deduction concerning the baptism of other parties, the children of Christian
parents, nor does it indicate at what period of life they were baptised, in infancy
or when adult; far less can it afford ground for the sssertion of the Baptist,
that infants were not baptised by the apostles. In other words, the apostolic

practice in baptising adults proves absolutely nothing one way or other as to
infant baptism.

‘e
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If the silenco of Scripture regarding the baptism of infants disproves it, then
the silence of Scriptur: regarding the baptism of tho adult posterity of Chiristian
parents disproves it also. Wa have no example or warrant in Scripture for
cither.  And, to follow the apostolic practice, would be to baptise only Jews,
proselytes, and converted Heathen. What shall we do with the chilldrey of
Christian parents, for the Bible, ncither by precept nor example, teaches that
they are to be baptised §

Thus, then, we find that the boasted Believer's baptism caunot be cstablished
from Seripture, nor veduced to practice in the Church; that the application of
it to thie adult chillven of Christian parents is not borne out by Seripture; and
that it is no proof, not even presumptive proof, against infant baptism, or in
favour of the present practice of Baptist churches.  And further, when we ook
at the fact of houschold baptisms being perforined Ly the apostles; when we
consider such passages as say, that of little children is the kingdom of heaven;
that the children of believers are holy; and that the covenant is “to you and to
your children”; and when we remember the relation which the New Testament
economy bears to that of the Old,—when with these we compare the silence o
Scripture as to the baptisin of adult children of Christian parents, (a silence unac.
countable on Baptist principles,) we derive from the whole such a cumulative
proof, that we feel sure overy candid mind must be convinced that more can be
deduced from Scripture in favour of infant baptism being the practice of the
apostles, than can be de luced in favour of their practice being to baptise the
children of Christian purents, instructed in Gospel truth, when they were of age
sufficient to profess their faith; and that the silence of Scripture, as to the bap-
tism of the children of the Church, favours Infant Baptism more than what is
termed Believer Baptism.

SKETCHES OF THE OLD MINISTERS OF EDINBURGIL
No. IIL

DR. WILLIAM RITCHIE—DR. M'KNIGHT-—DR. ANDREW THOMSON.

‘We recolleet Dr. William Ritchic as one of the ministers of the High Churel,
and Professor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. Yhile minister of
St. Andrew’s Chureh, Glasgow, in the year 1807, he had drawn upon himselfno
small ridicule by an unsuccessful attempt t» introduce the use of au organin
public woiship. It was well for him that, shortly aficr this affair, he received a
call to the second charge in the High Church of Edinburgh, or rather was trans-
lates] thither through the influence of the Town Council of that city. A clever
caricature was got up by the famous Kay at the time, representing the Reverend
Doctor as a street musician, carrying a barrel organ, and playing the well-known
tune, “ We'll gang nae mair to you toun,” with his back to Glasgow, and his
face to Edinburgh. Though identified with the Moderate side of the Church,Dr.
Ritchie was orthodox in his religious opinions, and delivered good Gospel scrmons
in 2 very deliberate anl somewhat pompous style. When the Rev. Dr. Andrew
Hunter died, Dr. Ritchie was appointed Professor of Divinity in his room, which
situation he held for many years. When he entered on the duties of the Chair, he
gave lectures on Theology once or twice a week, and the other days were de-
voted to the hearing and criticising of students’ discourses; but as he grew old,
his lectures were few and fur between In the days when the writer of the
present sketch became acquainted with Dr. Ritchie, he was a very venerable
old gentleman, with fine hoary hair hanging down upon his shoulders,—a large
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pose, & firm set mouth, and bright black eyes shining like a hawk’s,—a deop
voice, and a strong Scotch accent. He opened the class with a short but im-
pressive prayer. Then the cataloguo was “called” by one of the students, who
was stylod Censor. It was no uncommon thing for the young men to answer
to their names and then rotire from the class, which they wero enabled to do at
the back of a high partition. The Doctor one morning remarked that the an-
swers eame, in & good many instances, not from the centre of the room, but
from behind this partition; and one of the students, more unguarded than the
rest, answered to his name—<here”—in a loud voice. This immediately at-
tracted the Professor’s attention, and he ordered the Censor to call the same
nsme over again,  No reply being made, the old Doctor added, “There are
some gontlemen at tho back there in meditatione fuge ;" upon which all the
culprits rushed to the door and fled. The Divinitf Hall was held in a low dark
toom, on the ground floor of the College, and the want of light compelled a
recourso to candles, which were paid for by a levy of sixpence made on every
student who delivered a discourse. This afterwards became a perquisite of the
door-keeper, after the necessity for candles had ceased. The Doctor was some-
fimes very severe in his critiques of the students’ discourses. He was highly
displeased if a young man affected a flowery style. He eaid to one, whose style
was of this description, « Sir, your style is too flowery : one would suppose that
you had been plucking flowers from Hervey's flower-garden 5 you must write i

aplainer and less ornate manner, otherwise it will degenerate into downright

nonsense.” Ile was still more severe in his strictures, when be detected any

thing approaching to heterodoxy. * Sir,” he said to a young man who had’
betrayed symptoms of this, “that's rank Arminianism, and I cannot. sustain

your discourse. I would strongly advise you to read your Bible with more at-
tention, Sir, especially St. Paul’s cpistle to the Romans” In another instance,.
after having expressed strong disapprobation of a very poor discourse, he wound
up by roundly telling the student that neither God nor nature intended him for
aminister. On the whole, his criticisms, if sometimes sharp, were just and ap-
propriate.  The Town Council, as Patrous of the College, were very anxious
at last that the Doctor should resign, as he was getting too old and infirm for
his professional duties. With this view a deputation of their body waited upon
him and represented to him in the most respectful manner possible the state of
his health and his great age, promising him a retiring salary. But he would
not hear of retirement. and continued to ocenpy the chair, while he was quite
unfit for its duties. The consequence was, there was a cowmplete uproar ameng:
the students.  Some of the more violent stood at the door of the Hall to prevent
their fellow-students entering; others ruffed with their feet, others whistled,
others sung songs, and others screamed aloud, while the greater part laughed at
the tumult ; and the unfortunate student, who was reading his discourze, pro-

ceeded in dumb show. In order to restore order in the class, the matter was

compromised by Principal Baird and Dr. David Ritchie and Dr. Lee officiating

for Dr. Ritchie; the former reading his lectures, and the two latter criticising
the discowses, This arrangement continued until the Doctor’s death, which

lappened, as far as I recollect, during the course of the following summer.

Dr. McKnight was minister of ¢ lladdies’ Hole,” one of the four Churches
under the roof of old St. Giles’s. He was colleague to Dr. Brown, Professor of
Rhetoric in the University ; he was an out and out Moderate, both in Church
politics and in his mode of preaching. Ile was an excellent scholar, had a fine
person and gentlemanly manners ; his sermons were well composed and chaste
in style, but deficient in evangelical doctrine. The place where the Doctor made
the most conspicuous figure was the General Assembly, where he acted as sub-
detk. e was particularly active in calling to order.” Well do I remember the

B
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sound of his voico crying in a sin ularly shrill key, “silence,” and Tepeating it
in still more emphatic tones, “si-lence 1n the Court.”” Then when thoe vote was
about to bo takon he would eall out in a slow drawling way, * Of-fi-cer-ahut-the.
door.” But it is impossible to do justice to the Doctor by any written deacription,
Tt was necessary to ace him and hear him in order to understand the full offect
of his hoaring, voice, and manner on theso oceasions. He was kind-hearted and
much liked by all who kiew him, was of a cheerful temper, and had a keen seny
of the ludierous, It was of Ais mother that the famous comedian Charles Matthew
used to recite the story as told by her concerning her husbaud, who was a minic
ter. A certain Dr, McGlashin had comn to assist him, and declined ascend.
ing the pulpit until he had dried himself; upon which her hushand jocosely
replied,— Gang ye up to the poopit, and yo'll be dry eneugh,”  This anecdote,
told with all the waunderings of the good olil lady, who was vather particular
as to dates and other minntie, was abundantly ludicrous, and none enjoyed i
more than the Doctor himselll [ regret very much that my notices of Iir
McKuight are so meagre, as I am sure there must be a nwnber of interewing
reminiscences respeeting him unknown to me, for he lived to an advanced age,
Unfortunately he became deranged in his latter years, and was laid aside from
public duty. . i
Dr. Andrew Thomson was minister of St. George's, Edinburgh. At the time
when, bie entered upon his charge, he was in the full vigour of mauheod, and
had given proof of his future eminence both as a preacher and as a debater in the
Church Courts, In the former capacity, his abilities were of the first onder.
His style was terse, and quite free from obscurity, e had a fine musical voice,
which he managed with admirable skill, and his manner was graceful and ani-
mated, sometimes in the impassioned parts of his discourse, approaching to ve-
hemence. The grave, the pathetic, the argumentative, the satirical, the persua-
sive, were equally familiar to him, and he made them all subcervient to his
urposo. Dr. Thomson particularly excelled in lecturing. ITis Church was s
well attended that every pew in it was occupied, nnd such crowds of strangers
came to hear him that it was found necessary to lay down a rule that no
strangers shonld be admitted until after the first prayer. This rnle was rigidly
enforced.  Well does the writer remember waiting patiently in the vestibule of
St. George’s, until the Beadles made their appearance to admit strangers into the
Church.  St. George’s had many attyactions, a handsome commadious building,
lighted principally from the top, fine music, and above all a popular preacher.
Though Dr. Thomson had one of the most fashionable congregations in Edinburgh,
yet his preaching was very faithful, and well caleulated to rouse the most careless
and worldly-minded of his hearers, whom he reproved fearlessly for their gaiety
and devotion to worldly amusements. During the course of one wiater in par-
ticular, he preached two singularly impressive sermons from the words, * Lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God,” which were afterwards published with
an appendix, containing copious notes illustrative of the subject. These dis
courses were greatly blessed to the conversion of some, and in checking the
reckless spirit of gaiety which had seized upon all ranks, more especially on the
fashionable congregation of St. George’s. The “Row heresy” as it was calied,
by which many good people were led astray, also called forth Dr. Thomson's
strength, He preached a course of sermons against the favorite Row doctrine
of “ Universal Pardon.” These were likewise published, and were much admired
for the soundness of their views, and the mildness and justice of their strictures.
The Doctor was distinguished not only as a pulpit orator, but also as a debater
and a public speaker. On the platform he could electrify an'audience, as hedid at
the great Edinburgh anti-slavery meeting in 1833. In the Church Courts, and
especially the General Assembly, Dr. Thomson was very conspicuous, He wes
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well acquainted with all the forms of occlesinstical procedure, and always pre-
pared for overy emergency. He gonerally led tho debates on all impertant ques-
tions on thoe Kvangelical side. It was admirable to observe the manner in which
ho could break a Innce with an antagonist aven before the gcnoml engagoment
bogan. For instanca, on one oceasion when the ‘plurality’ question was hefore
tho ITouse, the son of Lord T'resident Hope, who was at that time Solicitor
General, had just taken his place, and the Dactor forthwith put the question to the
Moderntor, whether officars of State wero allowed to vota on the question, upon
which John Hope conceiving that he was the person alluded to, roso in a great
rago asserting his right to vote; Dr, Thomson immediately said that he had
only asked the question for information, without referring to any one in particu-
lar, and he could not help adding that the violent behaviour of the Solicitor
General reminded him very foreibly of the man with the nese, who, whenever
any one was spoken of, thought that himsell was alluded to.  To this the
Solicitor General did not think proper to reply.  Iis speech in the *Little
Dunkeld™ case, in which the question was whether the Assembly should
sanction the appointment of a minister over that parish, who knew nothing
of Gaelic, which was the language of ninc-tenths of the congregation, was
most effective, and he obtained a vote in accordance with the common-sense
view of the cace. DBut it would be ondless to mention all tho differont
occastons on which he distinzuished himself. Wo will just mention one
more instance, in which he was personally concerned. He was taken to
task for praying for Queen Caroline. Ile made a most able defence, and dwelt
chiefly upon the fact that there was no prescribed form of prayer for Presby-
terian ministers.  1le snid at one part of his speech, * Moderator, I stand at the
bar of this house, accused of the great evime of prayir.- for Queen Caroling.
Yes, Moderator, T own T have prayed for Queen Caroline, and I will continue
to pray for Queen Caroline, just as I would pray for any other poor deluded
woman, such as Janet Wil-on,” darting at the samo moment a look at the Lord
Justice Ciork, who had a mistress of that name at the time. Tt is scarce neeces-
sary to say that he was dismis-cd from the bar of the Assembly, and was left to
pray for Queen Caroline as often and as long as he pleased.

Amidst his other numerous avocations, Dr. Thomson condueted with great
ability, for many years, a Religious Magazine ealled the Christian Instructor,
which consisted of reviews of religious publications, biographies, sermons, &e.
It was considered a high standard of Christian doctrine and criticisn, and its
favonrable verdict was highly valued.  The famous papers entitled * Vindication
of the Covenanters,” by the Elder McCrie, were originally published in the
Christian Instructor. These, as is well known, took their rise from Sir Walter
Scott’s novel of “Old Mortality,” in which he greatly misrepresents these “ Scots
Worthies.”  Another subject, in which Dr. Thomson took a deep interest, was
that of Church music. Having a fine musical taste himself, he thought it of
great importance to have good music in the Church, and accordingly he had o
well-trained choir of singers in St. George’s. It was in this Church that the
pracice of singing sanctuses and doxologies at the conclusion of the service was
first introduced, and with very good effect. It generally got a “hit” from the
more rigid ministers, when the subject of the Psalinody camne up for discussion
before the Assembly; but nothing was done to put a stop to the practice. It
is said by the Doctor’s biographer, in the memoir prefixed to his Posthumouns
Sermons, that he had in contemp'ation a scheme for reforming the Psalmody in
all the congregations of the Church of Scotland ; but he was taken away by
death before he could accomplishit. Iow he would have rejoired to see the mo-
dernimprovement of Psalmody in Scotland! The Doctor also took a very warm
interest in the cause of Education, and in order to promote it in the parish of St.



52 THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

George’s, ho established a school for the children of the lowoer classes, in which the
various branches of an ordinary education were taught. He wrote and publishad
books for tho uso of the school, and at first even laboured in it himself till ho secureq
the services of an ablo teacher. This school has had n succession of axeelient
toachers, and is zealously promoted by the present minister of Free St. George's,
the celebrated Dr. Candlish. Thus did Dr. Thomson, an eminent servant of
Christ, labour and toil, and serve his own goneration, by the will of God. I
fell & victim at last to a mortal diseaso which had been preying upon him, viz,
ossification of tho heart. Ilis death shed a gloom over all the city, and indeed
over broad Scotland, as the death of a great man ia Israel.

TOE CONTEST WITII ROME.
(From the British and Forcign Evangclical Review.)

As to the GENERAL STATE OF PROTESTANTISM, its main element of weakness,
as an effective antagonist to the aggressive efforts of Romanism, it is nut difficult
to sce. That weakness lies in its want of internal coherence and orgar ic unity,
It is cssentially more or léss loosely compacted and fragmentary. It is rather
an aggregate of disjointed members, than one indivisible and orgam - whole,
From the natnre of the case this must be so. Its very fundamental principle,
—the right of private judgment, and the supremacy of the free conscivnee over
all the degmata of authority and prescriptions of human ordinances,~—necessarily
issues, in the present state of human nature, in a certain amount of denomi-
national diversity, even amid cssential unity. Where there is freedom of thought,
there wiii and must be a diversity of judgment, and consequent divergence in
action. It may, indeed, be a question, to what extent such difference is unavoid-
able. In particular, it admits of serious doubt. whether the present actusl
amount of difference among the various sections of the Reformation Church—the
present medley of contending sects and parties—is to be regarded as its normal
state, and inherent in the very couditions of its existence. For ourselves we are
disposed to cling to a better bope. We sanguinely anticipato a time when,
through the clearer and more commanding realization of great sundamental prin-
ciples of faith and discipline, and the due subordination of lesser points of detail,
the various branches of the great evangelic body shall, to a far greater extent
than now, sce cye to eye, and gradually coalescing into far fewer and larger
masses, present at once to the world a more impressive imago of Christian unity,
and to the common enemy a more compact and unbroken front, Kven at the
best, however, a certain and even large amount of difference and division is, in
the present state at loast, ingvitable. The law of the kingdom of God, alike in
its reformation state as in its primitive and apostolic, is unity in diversity, not
uniformity by the suppression of all difference; and such, we believe, will conti-
nue to be the condition of its existence more or less to the close ot its militant
state. This circumstance, however, while in one respect her strength and
glory, infers in another point of view a certain disadvantage in the contest with
her ever-watchful and aggressive enemy. It imparts a certain weakness both
for azgression and defence. Such a loosely-comnpacted body at once less casily
combin. s its strength for action, and more casily falls asunder within itself. It
has less concentration in assanlt, and less consolidation in resistance. It may
be likened to the comparatively loose array of an allied army drawn together by
the urgency of a great crisis, and held together by the force of a momentous
common cause, when set against the solid and concentrated strength of a single

jant power. Such an army, fired with high enthusiasm, and sustained by the
might of & great principle, may prove invincible for the moment ; and in a single
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battle, or a brief cnmpai%n, the power of mind vindicates its supremacy over the
brute force of legions. But in a lingering warfare its effective strength becomes
less and less.  The crisis and tho cause were the very breath of its life; and as
the power of theso dies away, its strongth departs, and disorganisation and dis-
solution supervene.  Sectional differences and jenlousies arise; mutual confi-
dence and unity of action are destroyed; it is no more an army, buta crowd.
Meanwhilo the adverse Fowcr slowly but surely rallies and concentrates its force,
and prepares for & fresh rnd now irresistible advance, So it i, in like mauner,
that while Protestantism is invincible in a crisis, Romanism profits by time and
ty delay. Thestrength of the one is in the storm, of the other in the calm. Ro-
manisin can afford towait. Ttcan bideits time. It can yield to-day. that it may
the moro surcly advance to-morrow. It can bend before the blast, that it may lift
up its head again when the storm is over. It i3 of this generation, and the next,
and the next; and the points it has been compelled to surrender to-day, it may
size again uncontested in the days of our children or our children’s children.
Protestantism, on the other hand, is impulsive and explosive. Its combined ac-
fion is spasmodic, not constant. Now, at the loud call of God and of events,
it ariscs in its strength, and shakes itself, and the armies of the aliens flco be-
fore it; and then anon it becomes quiescent and goes to sleep again. So was
itof old in the great contest between the vast Persian despotism on the one
band, and the free states of Greeco on the other. In quiet times the solid mass
sud concentrated energy of the great barbaric power advanced steadily onward
one by one the outlying settlements of the Hellenic race and the free cities suc-
cumbed beneath its power; and still with irresistible might it moved forward,
nearer and nearer, to the central and sacred citadel of freedom itself. Mean-
while the parent states were at war among theinselves; endless jealousies and
rivalries held them asunder ; Sparta strove with Athens, and Athens with Sparta.
Thus the whole nation was dissolved into its elements, and scemed rather a
multitude of separate tribes than one free and mighty people; till all at once,
at the sound of the invaders’ footsteps on their own common soil, the whole of
the Hellenic race arose as from the dead, and were as one man, and the glories
of Marathon and of Salamis remain to tell to all time how mighty in the hour
of erisis is the power of mind over the mere brute force of numbers and of ex-
ternal, mnechanical organisation.  Such, we believe, is substantially the relation
in which Protestantism stands, and must ever stand, towards the great Roman
power. The strength of the one lies in organic unity, the other in {ree thought.
The one prevails through its agencics, the other through its principles. The
one deals subtilly with the individual, the other appeals openly to the common
reason and common conscience. The one advances stealthily and in secret, the
other courts a fair fight and an open field. The one, in fine, thrives best in the
calm, the other in the storm, It was, therefore, @ priori, most probable that
Romanism would recover in course of time much of the ground it had lost du-
ring the great Reformation struggle; and in particular, in the course of a long
peace of nearly two hundred years, its revival might be regarded, humanly speak-
ing, as a question simply of place and time. As the strength of Protestantism
lies in its principles, without which it is weskness itself, it was inevitable that
those points where those principles were but fecbly held or practically denied,
should in time give way before the concentrated assaults of the great antagonist
power. They become, so to speak, in a military point of view, untenable.
Romanism, it should never be forgotten, has its own peculiar clements of strength,
and these must ever prove irresistible when not met by antagonist principles
mightier still,

Hitherto we have been speaking of the advantage which the organic unity of
the Roman system gives for combined, concentrated action; but it must be re-
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mombered, alao, that the very spectacle of such a unity, considered in itself, hay
a powerful, alinnst irresistible fascination for some minds.  Tossed on 2 seq of
doubt, an! distracted amid the strife of conflioting parties and creeds, and with
o sure personal grounding on the immutable rock of truth, men even of keen
specula‘ive intelleet, but of fechle moral strength, will naturally feel powerfully
the attraction of a system holding out tho prospeet of porfect unity and abaoluta
cortainty,—of n quict nsylum, on whose very threshold all doubt shall end, and
tho din of controversy dio away, and may thus bo willling to eseape from the
gorploxitios of their own reason in the abnegatior of all reason at the font of 5

lind unquestioning authority. Sucl has beer the course of many an cawnest,
and in some respects gifted sririt, in our day: and such doubtless, will be the
course of many another, as this great struggle proceeds,

But if there is much in the external state of Protestantism, both in this
couatry and eleswhere, to lay it apen to the sssaults of Romanism, thers is still
more in certain internal TENDENCIKS OF THROLOGICAL 8PRCULATION which are
more or Jess characicristic of our times.  After all, the real strength of Protes-
tantism lies in its theology; Tt wasthis alono that called it into boing; and it
is this too, that has suustained its existenco from age to age. Its croative and
constitutive principle is the Bible and Bible truth. Without this, it is nothing,
—n mero copul mortuum, without breath or action, and doomed sooner or later
to fall asunder and go topicces of itself.  What fireis to tho hearth, what the lifo.
blood is to the body, such is the living Word and truth of God to the Apostolic
and Roformation Churches. It was the voice of that Wonl pealing through the
valley of tho dry bones that at the first called the great army of Reformod Chris-
tendom as from the dead ; and the ssne Word is still the rallying cry that keeps
it together.  Tho Medizeval Church without the Word was a dark and idolatrous
church,—a synagogue of Satan, and cagoe of every unclean bird, rather than the
holy house of God, the pillar and ground of the truth; the Protestant Church
without the Word and the living taith of it, is simply nothin%. Here, then, is
our strength. The Word is the true counterpoise of the Church,—a living bibli-
cism of a false ecclesiasticism. It is obvious, accordingly, that it is ouly in pro-
portion as this principle is faithfully maintained and livingly held fast, that we
can expeet cither to hold together among ourselves, or to hold our own against

“our adversaries. We must overcome, if we overcome atall, by the bloord of the
Lamb, and by the word of our testimony, Leing found faithful therein to the
death ; this sacred ark alone, with its heavenly tressure, will make the enemy
flee before us. In short, its plenary authority and all-sufficient completeness
must be firmly believed and maintained, its saving doctrines vitally held, its holy
precepts and divine spirit live within us; or we shall bo weak as other mon, and
our congregations become but common erowds, not Churches of the saints. And
vet, it is just on this very point that at present our great weakness lies. In our
day tho Bible itself hasbeen put on its trial.  That critical, searching ago which
is sifting and trying every thing else, has thrown the pure gold of the sanctuary
itself into the crucible. By every conceivable test is its divine authority and
infallible truth being tried anew,—the test of history, the tost of science, tho test
of philosophy, the test of ancient monumeots the test of philology and scientific
criticism. It stands the test; it lives amid the flames; it will as heretofors,
come forth scathless and triumphant from the fire  Yet, meanwhile, the bearts
of many are more or less siaken. The very thought that the eternal Word is
again on its trial,—on trial not alone among profes<ed }uxxbelievem, l')ut. in some
respeets also among professing Christians,—hus necessarily an unsettling tenden-
¢y. “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the rightcous do ?” is the con-
fession even of faith itself; and timid hearts quiver and tremble at the very
thought. When the ground guakes and heaves beneath us, it seems as if tho
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vory rocks and eternal hills were not safo. Then, whila a deadly mtionnlism
has utterly dostrayed the faith of many, it has in groat measura caten out the
life of many wmore, and diffused throug{;nut the world of thoughe a cortain un-
cavineas or vague anxioty, that extonds far boyond the sphare of its direct influ-
wmee.  The very wildness and ferocity of the rovolutionnary spiritis itaclf staviling.
Eren tho sacred name of Jesus—that divine imago of incarnata graco and tmtﬁ,
xhich shines out {rom the breathing canvas of tha evangelic history, and which
iwitself an infinitely greater mivaclo than any other which that history records
—~has not bean safe from its impious hand ; and at its touch the imperishable
annals of the Truth itself have been tranamuted into a legandary fabie.  Thosor-

nt, indcod, has been deatroyed,—destroyed almost as soon as hatched ; and
vet, doubtloss, it has left somo traces of its foul slime on somo once untainted
bearts, ns well s in tho genoral thouguts of the read ag, thinking world. Tho
iatal result is, that there cro in our day, aad have buen for some time past, a
considerable number of minds in some sort earnest and roligious, who yet havo
wt, and nevor have had, any suro grounding on the rock of truth ; to whom the
aithority and infallibility of the cternal \%’ord has been s matter merely of
epinion or traditional belicof, more or less firmly held, rather than a strong, deop,
personal, unshalceablo conviction. It is a tenet merely, a porsuasion,—not a
divine, howo-folt certainty. Ilow much all this must tend to weaken the life of
Protestantism,—to weakon it at the very heart,—is sufficiently manifest.  Men,
nd especially in an ago like this, must have something firm to lean on. The
human soul, like vaturo, abhors a vacuum. It cannot exist on a negation or a
fition. The weight of its infinite cares is too great for any mere theory, or
opinion, or traditionary creed, to sustain ; and when these frail props give way,
it will look eagerly round for some other and surer support. Soume will look 1o
ove direction, scmo in another, each according to the special influence or per-
songl bins which may otherwise detormine his course. Failing tho revealed
Word, there are but two other stays on which faith can lean: the one is simple
teason, the other is authority ; the one the infallibility of the inward conscious-
ness, the other the infallibility of the external church. Accordingly, in the
general wreck of faith, somo will grasp at the one phantom, and some at the
oher. 'Washed away f-»m the rock of truth, and tossed to and fro on a sea of
doubt, men will be fain io seize on every floating fragment, that may for the
moment preserve them from sinking, and hold out the faintest hope of bringing
them at lust safe to land.

Hitherto our remarks, as regards the internal state of Protestantism,
have had referouco exclusively to the domain of doctrine.  Let us now, howevar,
consiler it for a moment under another aspect, that of a MORAL AND SPIRITUAL
niscIPLINE, or system of church life.  In estimating the vital energy of the Re-
formation Church, and her consequent power to withstand the antagonist system,
itis obviouslynecessaryto inquireinto her capacity not only asa teacher of the truth,
but as a guide and educator of souls, What means docs she supply, sud what
scope dous she afford, for the full training and maturing of the spiritual life, and
the unfolding of mwan’s whole being in the service and enjoying of God? She
guides her children to the springs of truth—dlovs she i+ due measure also oxer-
cise them in the discipline of holiness # She indoctrinates them with saving know-
ledge—dots sho ¢rain them also in self-denial, in selfsacrifice, and iu all the
work and warfare of the faith? She instructs—does she also lead, and in the
truie and full sense educate her children? Now, in a general view of the
subject, the vast superiority of the reformed system over the old is sufficiently
manifest. Romanism, throughout all her elaborate discipline, ministers to,the
lower principles of man's spiritual nature, to the ignoring and suppression of the
higher. She puts out the eye of reason and chains the will, while she skilfully
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touches all the springs of fecling, sentiment, imagination, taste, and selfish hopes
and fears. Hence her discipline is rather that of children and women than of
men ; and her greatest saints, accordingly, have excelled ratherin the virtues of
the weaker sex, than in those of sterner and firmer mould. Their very heroism,
bright with high enthusiasm and long-suffering endurance, has been feminine,
not masculine, The spirit of Protestantism is trtally different. With clear
Arumpet voice it rouses conscience from its sleep, and summons the mind to think
and the will to resolve. It calls upon men t+ arise, to stand evect, to quit
themselves like men, to be strong. Thus the key-note of tho one system is obe.

-dience; of the other, responsibility. Yet it may be a question whether in this

respect the better system has not hitherto been in some degree one-sided. In
bending its main strength to the greater things, bas it not, to an undue extent,
neglected or ignored the less; and thus, while making its appeal to the higher
principles, yet failed to take full possession of the whole man? A priori, this
was manifestly not unlikely to be the case. From the first, and from the very
mature of the case, the Reformation movement was mainly negative, It con-
sisted essentially in a protest against certain great and glaring corruptions in
the existing state of :thingg,s rather than in a complete and matured system in
itself. Its work was (of course in a good sense) destructive rather than con-
structive, purifying rather than organizing. The great spirits of that ago, amid
the throes of that tremendous spiritual revolution, had enough to do in doing
battle with the gigantic forms of evil that stood immediately before them, and,
amid the general wreck of traditionary belief, saving the essential elements of
the faith, without pausing for the consideration and mature settlement of sub-
ordinate details. Ience many questions of no small importance, relating especi-
ally to the right constitution of the church, and the proper development of
chureh life, ware necessarily left over, and adjourned for the consideration of
quieter times. Some of these have since been taken up and thoroughly can-
vassed ; such, for instance, as those which relate to the proper relation of the
church to the state, and the duty of the civil magistrate in regard to holy things.
Others still stand over, and remain in abeyance to this day. The due place, for
instance, and right use of the ssthetic element in Christian worship; the ascetic
principle in its healthy exercise and due guards and limitations;* the means to
be provided for dealing with the individual soul, and maintaining a living, per-
sonal connection between the Christian pastor and the flock committed to his
care; the proper combination of Christian ethics with Christian prineiples in
the instructions of the sanctuary, so as the more effectually not ouly to rouse, but
to educate and refine the conscience ; and in fine, the organization of the lay mem-
bers of the chureh, and especially the female members, and the drawing out of their
manifold gifts and gracesin works of piety and usefulness ;—these are matters which
have not only never been settled in the different branches of the Reformation Church,
but have scarcely been ever raised for serious and delibrate consideration. For
the most part, these problems have either been wholly ignored, or left to the
random solution of time and circumstance. Romanism hkas ker clear theory
and practice on all these matters; Protestantisi hitheito has none. sthetics
she has for the most part left to the eaprice either of a blind prejudice or a mere
dilettanti taste ; the “ rule and exercize of holy living,” the true askesis of the
spiritual life, has been handed over to the formalist and the Pharisee; the
slespless and almost omniscient confessional has found as yet no effectual sub-
stitute in the ordinary methods of the pastoral care; Christian doctrines are in-
culeated, and the details of Christian duty too often left to be inferred ; Evange-

* The asceticism of which Paul speaks in such passages as these, 1 Cor. ix. 27; Col.
iii. 5; Gal. v. 24, &c.
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lism, in fine, has her Dorcases and her Phaebes still, as in the days of old,—more,
we rejoice to think, every day; yet who can doubt of the immense materials of
like precious quality that lie over the surface of the Christian community all
unused, while sisters of charity and mercy in thousands and tens of thousands
occupy the ground #  These questions are surely worthy of serious consideration,
Some of them, indeed, may admit of satisfactory solution, and some of them
possibly of none; but they at least deserve the serious pondering of our deepest
snd wisest minds,  Certainly whenever a real principle lies at the bottom «.fany
art of our great adversary’s system—~any genuine human want to be met, or
gspiration to be satisfied—we shall weaken, not strengthen, our position, by the
practical ignoring of it,  T'he pernicious abuse is to be counteracted and exorcised
not by the disuse but the use of the thing abused. Thus, to take the two most
obvious and presently practical instances, it is not by the scandalous neglect of
the pure and solemn music of the sanctuary, that we shall counteract the fasci-
nation of a gorgeous ritual worship; nor shall we by mere denunciations of
sisterhoods and nuns dispel the charm which meek self-denial and unwearied
works of mercy ever wield. Our real strength lies at once in contending against
that which is evil in our adversaries, and outdoing them by the better use of
that which is true and good.

The line of remark into which we have been led is not the less instructive and
healthful that it has led us to throw stress rather on our own weaknesses and
shortcomings, than on the glaring corruptions and absurdities of our great ad-
versary. Itis in the remedying of these evils in ourselves that our great strength
must lie. We shall conquer in the day of batile, not so much by the contro-
versial confutation of error, as by the practical carrying out and living embodi-
ment of the truth. 'We need not alone to strengthen our assault, but to repair
and fortify our defences. How this is, with God’s blessing, to be done, is suffi-
ciently manifest. The correct diagnosis of the disease points at once to the
needed remedy. If the main weakness of Protestantism lies in the broken and
divided state of its forces, in the anomalies and abuses which disfigure some of
its fairest portions, in the uneettled and uneasy state of religious belief within
its bosom, in the narrow and imperfect development of its church.life,—then
the appropriate correctives lie immediately before us. They may be summed up
in four words,—unity, purity, rational faith, and a complete and living congre-
gational life. Let us draw faster the cords of Christian brotherhood, aud thus
close in our line of defence against our common enemy; let us each in our
several spheres strive for the removal of every remediable abuse and stumbling-
block 3 let us hold the living Word in a firmer grasp, at once of an intelligent
and an assured faith; let us increase our instrumentalitics and mature our
methods of spiritual discipline, both for the guiding of weak souls and drawing
forth thg virtues and holy energies of all; let the Chureh, in short, be united,
and pure, and believing, and wisely fervent and diligent at once in her pastoral
and missionary work, and she will be again, as in the days of her first baptism
and early prime, ¢ fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners.”

Those trees flourish most, and bear sweetest fruit, which stand most in the
sm. - The praying Christian stands nigh to God, and hath God nigh to him in
all that he calls upon him for: and therefore you may expect his fruit to be
sweet and ripe ; when another that stands as it were in the shade, and at a dis-
tance from God (through neglect of, or infrequency in this duty) will have little
fruit found on his branches, and that but green and sour. GURNALL,

.
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WORDS OF TIIE WISE.

PRINCIPAi; ROLLOCK ON 1HE PASTORAL CARE.
Ob: A.D. 1599,

’

If Peter had snid, “1 love thee not,” Christ could not then have said to him,
“Feed my lambs.” Then the lesson is clear, a man cannot be a pastor, a
feeder of the sheep of Christ, except he love Christ. No, there is noue in any
calling that can do any good deed, except the wellspring of love be in his heart:
if that be not, he shall never do any good deed : all shall be sin. Thou mayest
well flatter thyself, and others may flatter thee, and say, « All is well;” but iflove
be not, how fair and glancing soever thy work be, God counts not of it. No
king in his calling shall ever do a good deed, except he do it for love he bears
ta the Lord ; therefore, seeing a pastor should learn ali other folk to do their duty,
yea, the king himself, how much more is that love required to be in him, if he
would do rightly, sincercly, and earncstly ; as for his feeding, it is more poison-
ing than feeding if he have not love to Christ. The pastor is not worth a penny
that strives not to get a sense of that love of Christ in his heart. There are so
many difficulties and impediments cast into a pastor when he is about to dis-
charge his duty, which he can never be able to avercome, except he both love
the Eord, and be sensible of the Lord’s love towards him. The life of a pastor
is & thorny life, and the more faithful the man be, the mare vexations and
troubles will he underlie.

The Lord Jesus himself is the Prince of the pastors; yea, properly, he is
only pastor, and, therefore, he claims this style to him, fohn x. 1. For
why ? the flock is his, and not the minister’s, thercfore he says, “Feed my
lambs;” then ye are his flock, and he is your pastor properly. Again, it is his
food that the flock is fed with ; all the store of the fodder of grace is out of his
barn. If a Minister minister to you the smallest portion of food which is not
taken out of the barn-yard of Jesus, it is poison he gives you. Knaves have
decsived the world long ; the Pope and his shavelings have propined poison to
the people, and have made many thousands go to hell; give Christ’s flock
Christ’s food. But, notwithstanding that Christ properly is the only true pastor,
yet lovingly he communicates this his style to them whem he employs in his
service of the ministry. Thou that art a minister, he calls thee 2 pastor; but
thou art but as a servant laid under the Chief Shepherd. They are not lords of the
flock, —no, not the best of them, no, not lords, but dispensators; %o they s
not properly pastors. Seeing, then, such is the mercy of the Lord, that he so
honours them, that he comm sicates his style to the ministers, therofore, they
should strive to show thewmselves worthy of that style, by the faithful digeharge
of their calling in feeding of the flock.

But who are they that should be fed? Christ says first, “ Feed my lambs,"
and then he says twice, “ Feed my sheep,”—all is one, for the Kirk is compared
to a fold full of sheep. He says not,  Go, feed tigers, lions, wolves,” but * lambs,
sheep.” Who are these, then? By these “lambs and sheep,” the Lord under-
stands his chosen,—blessed is he that is chosen in Christ, for great isthe number
of them that perish, a very handful shall be saved,—they must be more tame
ones, simple ones, like sheep. Ye see the sheep ever receiving hurt, and
never noisome nor hurtful to any other; any beast will overcome a sheep, but
it will overcome none,~so it is simple ones that are Christ’s sheep. Now,
we mean not, that all the elect are at the first hand as silly as sheep; no, but
they who were before like wolves, lions, tigers, by the Spirit, through the
preaching of the w.xd, by process of time. are tamed, and made like shesp.
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Now, last, this would not be passed by, that the Lord bids Peter feed his, not
another mans's sheep, but his sheep, that is, them whom He hath redeemed and
ransorned with his own blood. This word contains an argument, whetefore the
sicep should bo fed, to wit, because they are the Lord’s, ransomed with his own
teod. And, more than that, this word admonishes the pastor, that he count not
tho flock to be his own, but the Lord’s, and that he feed it not to himself, to use the
flock for hisown gain and advantage. Seeing, then, that the Lord hath committed
o pastors the cfmrcb, which is his own spouse and his flock, which he hath
redeemed with no less price than his own blood, the Lord give pastors grace to-
be careful in feeding of them with that food of life, furnished unto them by tbe
Jord Jesus! To whom, with the Father, and the Ioly Spirit, be all praise and
tonpur for ever. Amen.

——

POETRY.

HINDER ME NOT.

“ HixpER me not!” I'm pressing om,
With earnest heart, to reach the shore
Of my eternal home.
Across my way,
Place not the thorns of carthly cares
To wound my feet: or, wnawares,
Turn me astray.

‘Hinder mo not!” Too long I've been
Secking the fading flowers that grow
In the broad way of sin.
Though when I've sought
To pluck the fairest, ever found,
They grew on Death’s enchanted ground,
With poison fraught.

“Hinder me not!” The syren song
Of pleasure's voice, with music sweet,
T've listened to, full long; ‘
But now, mine ear
Hath caught the strains the ransomed sing,
As round the great white throne they bring
The crowns they wear.

“Hinder me not!” The storm clouds lower,
The night is dark—I fear to meet
' With fierce temptation’s power.
But look! afar
Above the clouds, a clear, calm light
Shines on thy way—faint heart—a bright
- And morning star.

¢Hinder me not!" That glorious ray
With heavenly beams, is chasing clouds,
And night itself, away.
And now, as near
I come to Jordan’s stream, it throws
A golden light the waves across,
My soul to cheer.

“Hinder me not!” I fear no ill;

“8ince Christ i3 mine and I am His,”
Tl bravely do His will.
The smile, the frown

Of man, must now be nought to me,

But this henceforth, my watchword be,
“No cross, no crown.” A.S. M.

From the Christian Treasury.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Lire Stupiss, by the Rev, Joun Bamwnis, New York: Robt. Carter & Bros. Montreal s
B. Dawson. 1858.

The author of this volume becamo favorably kuown to the public a few years
ago, as the biographer of the Rev. W, I Hewitson, a devout young minister of
the Free Church of Scotland. Mr. Baillie now resides in London, and wields ¢
busy, useful pen. Ilis style is quite lively enough, and his tone earnest and

ious.

P The object of the present work is to illustrate religious life from the examply
of certain noted Christians, whose biographies are successively sketched or epi-
tomised. These are, John Bunyan, as the good soldier—Gerhard Tersteegen,
as the christian laborer—James Montgomery, the christian man of letters—
Frederick Perthes, the man of business—and Mrs. Mary Winslow, the christian
mother, 'We do not perceive that Mr. Baillie has added any thing of impor.
tance to what former writers have given us on the immortal Bunyan. The
other sketches will be welcome to multitudes, whe cannot obtain access to the
foll memoirs that have been published of these worthies. The two Germans,
Terstcegen, the ribbon-maker, and Perthes, the publisher, are especially worthy
of study as noble specimens of devout practical Christianity.

The plan of this volume is of course not original. Mr. Peter Bayne in his
4 Christian Life,” published three years ago, embodied a series of biographical
sketches of the character now furnished by Mr. Baillie. Mr. Bayne’s sclect men
were Howard, Wilberforce, Budgett, Foster, Arnold, and Chalmers.

Of the two works Mr. Bayne’s is in our opinion decidedly the superior. Mr
Baillie is too much of the mere book-maker, and fills up his pages with too many
seraps from his common-place book. For cxample, when he would deseribe the
peaceful departure of Perthes, he distracts us by a series of remarks on death by
the Marquis of Argyle, Neander, Cowper, Dr. John Owen, the venerable Bede,
and George Herbert! Mr. Baillie scems to think this a charming variety, ard
carefully aonounces what may be expected in the contents prefixed to euch
chapter, with many dashes and striking phrases to catch the eye and whet the
curiosity. Altogether the work or compilation bears witness to its author’s
zeal, rather than to his sobriety of judgment. It is well worthy however of a
circulation—containing as it does much that instructs and impels us to live unto
@od, and to bear daily in mind *the chief end of man.’

Pozuys, l:(y CHARLES SwaAIN. Bosforn : Whittemore, Niles & Hall. Monireal: B, Dawson.
1857,

Among the living poets of England, Charles Swain fills no contemptible
glace. He has not the exquisite fancy and word-music of Tennyson—neither has
e the power of Bailey and the Brownings. We cannot say that he has even the
poetic glow of Gerald Massey or Alexander Smith. Yet his genius is of a rare
order—his powers are well cultivated—and his verses deserve the popularity they
have won.

Swain is a lyric poet. His pieces are cither songs or short poems that may
as well be sung as recited. Of course they cannot be ranked with the highest
specimens of the lyric art, as found in Burns and Campbell ; but they are not
below the standard of Barry Cornwall, Alaric A. Watts, and Charles Mackay.
They are almost always cheerful, warm-hearted, and healthy in tone. Add to
this, that they are entirely free from the mysticism and obscurity so often charged
against modern poetry. The verses of Swain are clear as crystal brooks.
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The pensive and pathetic strains arc seldom attempted in the volume before
us. That great poot, though misguided man, Shelley said :

% Qur sweetest songs are those which toll of saddest thought "

But Swain is a bard of too much vivacity to excel in these. We could have
wished in his writing more reference than we find to the highest truths, and
homage to Ilim, who hath a ‘name which is above every name,’

Charles Swain is a genial Englishman—no mere dreamor, lying a bed or loit-
ering under shady trees the live-long day, but a man of affairs, who devotes his
lisure to the Muse. Manchester does not seem to the traveller a city favorable
to the production of poetry. But Montgomery at Sheffield, Smith at Glasgow,
snd Swain at Manchester, prove that the Muse is not unwilling to dwell and
sng in the great scats of manufactures. Certainly the poetry before us will be
accepted by the public, asa ¢ Manchester fabric’ of high value and literary finish.

The American edition is issued in a style creditable to the taste of the pub-
lishers. It forms a pocket volume in blue and gold, similar to the recent Bos-

. ton editions of Tennyson, Longfellow, and Tupper.

| From about three hundred poems, almost all worthy to be known, it is difficult
to make a selection. We give the following as a specimen of Mr. Swain's more
strious moods of mind :—

THE ANGEL OF THE STORM.

The Angel rose~—and from her wing
Shook tempest o'er the heaving tide :
I marked the sea convulsive fling
Its stormy billows wild and wide;
Complaining all the weary day
Till came the stars, with peace and rest ;
Then calmnesg, like o blessing, lay,
With heaven's own image, on its breast!

Oh! thus, amidst the clouds of care,
When tempests o’er our pathway roll—
When doubts and fears, like billows, tear
And *whelm the sad and sinking soul—
As setg the sun of life, may light,
Calm in the shade of ages, shine!
And may our spirit, in Thy sight,
Reflect, O God, thy grace divine!

Dirgxess tx THe Frowery Lasp. By the Rev, M. Stuesoy Coipertsos. New York:
Charles Scribner. Montreal: B. Dawson. 1837,

The above is the somewhat fanciful title of an interesting volumeon the religious
notions and popular superstitions of North China. The author is an American
Presbyterian missionary, who resided and laboured for eleven years at Ningpo
aud Shanghae.  He writes modestly and clearly ; and we have pleasure in re-
commending his work to all who wish to possess a knowledge of the actual
moral and religious condition of the Chinese, and who have not opportunity to
obtain or leisure to read more costly and elaborate works on the same subject.
Indeed, with the exception of Dr. Williams’ “ Middle Kingdom,” which ison a
much Jarger scale, we have nowhere seen a more grapbic account of the religions
opinions and practices of the Chinese people than in the volume before us.

After two brief chapters on the Chinese empire and its population, Mr, Cul-
bertson describes the existing religions of the empire—the Confucian—the
Tavist—and the Buddhist. With the worship of Confucius, who founded a
system of ethics rather than of religion, is associated the worship of Heaven and
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of Enrth, of departed Emperors, of the Sun, the Moon, and the North Star
This is the State religion, and tho reigning Emperor officiates as its ITigh Priest
The Tauists are not-numerons. The sect originated in rationalism, but has de
enerated into gross idolatry.  The Buddhist system was introduced into Chin
rom India about sixty-six years after the birth of Christ. It has acquired groal
popularity, and is at this day able to claim a greater number of disciples thap
any other religious system in the world,

Our author gives most curious and melancholy details of the superstitions of
the Chinese in regard to ghoats, necromancy, geomancey, and exorcism. Itis 5
very sad reflection that one-third of the human race, naturally shrewd and in
telilgent, are yet sitting in such darkness, “and in the region and shadow of
death.” One of the worst features in the religious character of the Chinee
seems to be the absence of any proper idea of sin.  The only Chinese word for
sin is the same that is used for a violation of etiqueite or a neglect of politeness,
Having no sense of the heinousness of sin, they ofter to their gods no expintory
sacrifices.  Their offerings are intended to sceure the favour of the gods, not as
atonements but as bribes, such as they are accustomed to offer to their magis
trates. , :

Mr. Culbertson describes the great impediment in the way of missionary
labowrs among the Chinese, arising out of the use of two languages, the spoken
and the written, entirely ditferent, and each of them more ditlicult of acquis-
tion than any other language on earth. In the year 1855, one hundred and one
Protestant missionaries were pursuing their arduous labours in China, The
concluding chapter of the work before us contains a favourable view of the great
revolutionary movement of [lung Siutsiven, who with his forees occupies the
ancient capital Nanking, and is said to rule over fifteen millions of men. Un
deniably the revolutionists have done good service to Christianity in destroying
all i.l0ls within their reach, and citculating Gutzlafl’s version of the Holy Seri-
tures.

Aporrie Moxop’s FAREWELL To 113 ErieNps axp 1o THE Cuurcir.  Translated from the
French. New York: R. Carter & Bros. Montreal : B. Dawson. 12mo., pp. 183,

This is a mo-t delightful little book. It contains the most matured Christin
experience of an cloquent, a successful and honored minister of Christ.  For six
months he lay on a sick bed enduiing intense suffering, yet every Sabbath dir
he addvessed a few words of instruction and conolation to a cirele of Christian
friends. These addresses were written partly from memory, and partly at the
time they were spoken, by his children. Since M. Monod's death they have been
published as a rich legacy to the Church of precious gems, brilliant with divine
grace, and set in the pure gold of Christian love. They will, we are sure, prov
a blessing to many. They have been universally commended for their patho,
simplicity and usetion.  To those who wish to hold tively spiritual communion
with God, and to have their hearts warmed with displays of the Divine glory in
the love of Christ to sinners, we cordially commend this book as ons of the mos!
remarkable that has appeared in modern times.

SERMONS RECEIVED.

1.—Fast-Day Serson Preached in the Crystal Palace, Sydenbam, by the Rev. C. 1
Srurceoxy,

With the Sermon the whole serviee of the day is given in this little publica
tion. The whole is most characterisic of Mr. Spurgeon, and notwithstandit
minor blemishes, cannot be read without exciting thankfulness to God, that H
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bas raised up o faithful a Preacher, and given him such favour in the cyes of
the people of England.

The Sermon is for sale by B. Dawson, Montreal.

2.~CunistT As ReEDERMER; the delegated King and Head of Creation. By the Rev.
Hzsry Goroox, Gananoque.

This is an able and valuable disconrse, developing n grent thoughy in an
edifying and impressive mannor, It was Jately preached in London, and pub-
lished there by request,

It is for sale by John Dougall, Montreal.

3—Bociuny, or the Weepers. By the Rev. Jaxgs Gusoy, Owen Sound,

This Sermon was delivered on the public fast-day on account of the Indian
mwiny. It wives evidenee of no smali vigor of mind and force of style.
McLear & Co., Toronto, are the Publishers,

4, —THE BENEPICIAL INFURNCK OF A WELL-REGULATED NATIONALITY, delivered hefore the
St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal, by the Rev. A. F, Kexr, Chaplain,

The Publisher is J. C. Becket, Montreal.

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY.

AxNivERSARY MEETINGS.—During the past month, the Tract, Sabbath Reformation,
Awiliary Bible, and Auxiliary French Canadian Mission Societies of Kingston, held &
most interesting and successful series of meetings in that city. On each evening, the
City 1all was densely filled. A pleasant feature of these meetings was the presence
and hearty co-operation of the clergy of the Church of England in Kingston. We men-
tion this circumstance, as it is unfortunately of rare occurrence. Resides the local
speskers, the Rev. Lachlan Taylor addressed the Bible mecting, the Rev. D. Frager of
Montreal, the French Canadian Missionary meeting; and the Rev. R. F. Burng, of St.
Catherine’s, delivered a lecture to the Young Men's Christian Association on ¢ The cha-
meter of the Apostle Paul.”

At Montreal, the week of similar anniversaries has been one of great mental and 8piri-
tuel privilege. The Reports of the Societies have been satisfactory; and the speaking
in general of a high order of cxcellence. The interest was much heightened by the
presence and addresses of the Rev. Lachlan Taylor of Toronto, the Rev. Dr. Shauffler of
Constantinople, and the Rev. Mr. Scudder, formerly an American Missionary in India.

Kyox Cornrak, Toroxro.—This inestimable Institution is seriously embarrassed by
lack of funds. To pay off its debts, and maintain itself, it requires nearly £1700. All
congregations and stations of the Presbyterian Church of Canada are required to take
up subscriptions for this object, before the 1st March. It is estimated that an average !

contribution of half-a-dollar from each family connected with the Church will suffice to
nise the above sum.

PreseyTeriaN Untox 1y Caxapa.—A deputation from the Presbytery of London, C.W.,
connected with the U, P, Church, recently attended the meeting of the Presbytery of
London pertaining to the Presbyterian Church of Canada. ¥ The most cordial fraternal
greetings were exchanged, and a Deputation wag appointed to return the visit.

_ The Presbytery of Montreal have also appointed a Deputation to attend the first meet-
isg of the U. P. Presbytery there, and to pregent their affectionate salutations,

Orexivg or NEw Cnurcugs 1v Grascow.—On the same day two new Churches were
rezatly opened in the West end of Glasgow—one connected with the Free Church, the
other with the Establishment. The former is the Free College Church; and Dr. Bobt.
Buchanan hps been translated from the Free Tron Church to be its Pastor. The open-
g services were conducted by the Rev, Dr. Candlish of Edinburgh in the morning, the
Pastor in the afternoon, and the Rev. Dr. S, Miller in the evening. The collections
wmounted to £345. The other Church referred to is the Park Church, to assume the

.
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pastoral charge of which the Rev. J. Caird has been translated from Errol. The open”
ing services were conducted by the Rev. Norman McLeod and the Pastor. The leading
evangelical ministers of the Established Church of Scotland are now all grouped tog®”
ther in Glasgow. It is sufficient to name Norman McLeod, McDuff, McTaggart, Gillony
and Caird.

Kxox’s CuurcH, ToroNTo.—This congregation, though disappointed in their efforts
hitherto to obtain a Pastor from the Free Church of Scotland, as successor to the Rev-
Dr. Burns, have resolved to continue their endeavours in the same direction. From
whatever quarter obtained, it is greatly to be desired that a minister of high mental and
spiritual qualifications be speedily placed over this important charge.

New Brunswick.~ A correspondence appears in the Colonial Presbyterian, of St. John
on the subject of union between the two Presbyterian Synods—the one of the Presby”,
terian Church of New Brunswick (commonly called the Free Church), and the other ©
the Established Church of Scotland. The discussion must do good, but the prospect 0
such a union there, as in the other British American Colonies, seems to be remote.

LITERARY.

BengeL's GNomoN.—This justly famed Commentary on the New Testament has been
translated into English, and is in course of republication by Messrs. T. & T. Clark, 0
Edinburgh. It will appear in five volumes, of which two are already issued.

Dr. Eapis.—This scholarly Divine, whose Commentaries on the Epistles to the Ephe-
sians and Colossians are so favorably known, has issued a new volume on the Epistle
to the Philippians. .

Prixcipausuir oF THE UNiveRsity oF Grascow.—This vacancy occasioned by the
death of the venerable Principal McFarlane has been filled by the appointment of the
Rev. Dr. Barclay—a Divine of liberal views, but not known as a scholar or an educd”
tionist. The appointment is made by the Government.

TroLUCK'S SERMONS.—The discourses of Dr. Tholuck on the passion of our Lords
translated into English, have been published by W. S. & A. Martien of Philadelphia.

LaMARTINE.—The third volume of the English edition of Lamartine’s, *Memoirs of
Celebrated Characters” has appeared, completing this very interesting work.

SyuMpoLicaL Books.—Hofman’s “Systematic Survey of the Doctrinal Systems of the
Different Christian Churches and the principal Sects,” secems worthy of translation int0
English. The Germans have of late been rich in Symbolik. Titmann, Auguste, Hasé
Niemeyer, &c., have all emitted useful publications of this nature. But Hofman, instes
of presenting the comparisons merely, discusses points of difference and identity, an
appends, at the foot of the page, after the manner of Gieseler, extracts in the origin
languages in proof of the statements made in the text. The work takes up four leading
divisions—the Roman Church, the Greek Church, the Lutheran and Reformed Churches
and, finally, the separate communities, such as the Waldenses, Socinians, Mennonites, &¢

Britisa MuserM.—The Library of the British Museum received, during the last yeals
an addition of ten thousand four hundred and thirty-four volumes. The manuscripts
obtained were also numerous: among them was a handsome copy of the Samaritan Pent”
tateuch, on vellum, of the date A.D. 1441. The antiquities received comprise, in addl”
tion to the collection of the late Sir William Temple, formerly minister at Naples, on®
thousand six hundred and thirty-five coins and medals, five of which are of glass, wit
inscriptions in the Cufic character. In the department of natural history, there havé
been added thirty-three thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine Zoological specimenss
and six thousand seven hundred geological and mineralogical specimens.

GErMAN RELIGIOUS LiTerATURE.—Among the recent publications in Germany are the
concluding volume of the new edition of Hengstenberg’s invaluable ¢ Christology'—th®
seventh edition of Tholuck's Commentary on the Gospel of John—and the iwelfth
volume of the ‘ Condensed Exegetical Manual on the Old Testament.” The first?
these will of course appear immediately in Clark’s translated edition of Hengstenberg:

A new German translation of the Bible is announced as in preparation by Chevalie?
Bunsen.

Hisrory oF Spain.—Professor Rosseeuw St. Hilaire of Paris, has completed his grest
work on the above theme. The Princeton Review highly praises the History, and c#
for an English translation. One of the Editors of the “ Canadian Presbyter” had the
pleasure of seeing and hearing Rosseeuw St. Hilaire at Geneva, during the last Summer-
He is yet in the prime of life, & sincere convert from Popery-—an accomplished, eloquents
and pious man.



