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Coptgs or EXTRACTS of any CORRESPONDENCE between the

NEWFOUNTLAND, &c.
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To an Address of the Housk or Lorps, dated 23d April 1858,

YOR

SECRETARY of StATE and the GOVERNMENT of New.
¥oUNDLAND and the other NorTH AMERICAN CoOLONIES,
with respect to any Acts passed for giving an Ex-
cLusve Ricur to the EstAnLisuMENT of TELEGRAPHIG
+COMMUNICATION between this Country and North
America to One Company. e

(The Earl Grey.)

Crdered to be prinfed 24th June 1858,
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NEWFOUNDLAND, &c.
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To an 'Address of the House or Lorps, dated 23d April 1858,

FOR

Copies or Extracts of any CorrespoNDENCE between the SECRETARY of STATE
and the Government of NewrounpLaND and the other Norti AMERICAN
Cosonies, with respect to any Acts passed for giving an Excrusive Rigur
to the EstasusaMent of Teiearapmic CoMMUNICATION between this
Country and North America to one Company.

Colonial Oftice. : ' . -
" 18th June 1858. CARNARVON.

(The Earl Grey.;

* ‘Ordered to be printed 24th June 1858,
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NEWFOUNDLAND.

Number
in From whom. Date.
Series. 3
% 1854 :
|
I | GovernorHumilton | 21 July
i 1othe RightTlon. | (No. 111.)
i SirG. Grey. ( Extract.)
1
{ |
2 ! The Riglt Hon. Sir | 24 October -
| G. Grey to Go- | (No. 14.)
| vernor Hamilton.
|
3 i Da. Do, 8 November
i (No. 15.)
i
i
1855 :
4 | Governor Davling | 4 July -
1o the Right | (No.23.)
Hon, Lord John
Russell.
3 Do. Do, 31 July -
{No. 35.)
6 | The Right Hon. | 19 August -
Sir W. Moles- (No. 11.)
worth to Gover-
nor Darling,
7 Do. Do. 13 Octoher -
(No. 24.)
1856 :
8 | Governor Darling | 19 April .
tothe RightHon. | (No. 27.)
H. Labouchere. Extract.
§
9 Do. Do, 30 April -
(No. 32.)
10 | Do Do. 14 Jupe -
i (No. 56.)

SUBJECT.

Enclosing =~ An Aety, 17 Viet, cap. 2,
(No. IG.)), to ineorporate « Company under
the Style and Title of the New York,
Newfoundland, and  Londoen 'l‘c-lmrl.xph
Company - - - -

|
|
! SR
!

Faelosing Ovder in Council leaving this
Act to its operution - - -

Suggesting amendment of the Act so as to
give the Governments of the neighbour-
ing colonies similar privileges in the use
of the telegraph as the Governments of
the United Kingdon, the United States,
and the Island itself possess - -

the Company - - - -

Stating, in reply to Sir G. Grey’s Despateh
of the 8th November 1854, that the

of the neighbouring colonies ave already
suffie lultlv seeured . - -

Expressing thanks for the information con-
tained, in regard to the progress of the
works of the Compnny - - -

Acknowledging his Despatch of the 31st
July, and stating that he has shown
sutficient reason fm' not communicating
with the Legislature on the subjeet -

Enclosing a letter which he has addressed
to the Governor-General of Canady, and
reporting favourably on the progress and
probable completion of the line - .

Furnishing further information on the pro-
Jjeets and proceedings of the Company, in
continuation of preceding Despatch -

~lnclosing - ¢ An Aect, 19 Viet. enp. xii.
(No. 200) to amond the Act for the
Incorporation of ‘the New York, New-
foundland and London Teleﬂruph Com-
pany” - - - - -

Reporting on the progress of the works of

privileges thercin applied for on behalf

Page.
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11

11

13

13

21
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11 | The Right Hon. k1. | 30 Qctober - | Enelosing Order in Couneil leaving this
Laboachere  to ;. (No 75.) Act (\\ ith several other Acts) to its
Governor  Dar- 4 operation - - - - 21
ling. : ’
{
12 | Governor Darling | 14 November Enclosing copy of the first message reccived
to theRightHon. | (No. 95.) on the opening of the Telegraph hetween
i M. Labouchere, New York and $t. Jol’s - -1 22
§
|
! ; 1857 «
13 Do. Do, | 31 Mareh - Enclosing  # An Aet, 20 Viet, cap. |
(No. 33.) (No. 219), further to amenl the Act
Extract. 17 Viet. eap. 2.” (No. 165) - -f 22
14 | The Right Hon. | 20 July - | Enclosing an Ovder in Council leaving to
H. Labouchere ! (No. 3 its operation the Act enclosed in the
to Governer Sir ' preceding De«p.ltch - - -1 24
A. Baunerman, |
o 1858 !
15 1 Do Do, ! 22 January : Enclosing letter from the Board of Trade
! . (N 4.) on the policy to he adopted vespecting §
! o (Extract.) | existing legislation as regards the Com-
' ‘5 ] pany - - - - -1 24
I R o
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
i
| 1854
16 | Liewt.-GovernorSir | 15 July - Lm,losm" “An Act (No. 894) granting
D. Daly to the | (No.32.) certain Privileges to the New York,
t Right Houn. Sir ‘ \’e\\toundland, “and London Telegmph
-+ G. Grey, Bart, Company ” - 25
17 ‘ The Right 1Ton.Sir | 24 Qctober - .} Enclosing Order in Council leaving this
G.Greyto Lieut.- | (No. 15.) Act (with several other Acts) to its
Governor Sir D. operation - - - -1 o7
Daly.
. . 1857 :
18 ! Lieut.-Governor Sir | 29 June - Enclosmr' “An Act (No. 978) granting a !
D. Daly to the ! (No.32.) yearly “Sum to the New York, Newfound- i
Right Hon. . land, and Londen Telegraph (Jompan) -5 27
Labouchere,M.P. !
1857 : i
19 | The Right Hon. | 31 August- | Enclosing Order in Council leaving thl:i
H. Labouchere | (No. 23.) Act (with several other Acts) to ite |
to Lieut.-Gover- _ operation - - - -1 928
nor Sir D. Daly. !
| |
- NEW BRUNSWICK.
. : 1857 :
20 |Lieut.-Governorthe | 6 July - | Lrausmits and comments on a draft bill
- «-{ ~Hon. J. H-I. | (No.3.) -and petition- from-the New. York, New- | ... .
Manners Sutton foundland, and London Telegraph Com-
totheRight Hon. pany, praying for the grant of some
H. Labouchere. pecuniary assistance or exclusive privi-
leges - - - - -] 28
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1847 :
21 | The Right Hon. 11. |28 September | Expressing strong objections to any law
Labouchers to | (No. 54.) giving exclusive privileges to any Tele-
Lieut.- Governor graph Company, and instructing him to
Manners Sutton, require the insertion of a suspending
clanse in any Act that may be passed
conferring such privileges - -1 30
NOVA SCOTIA.
1857 !
22 | Major.-General Sir | 22 October - | Enclosing “ An Act (No. 3,473) to encou-
Jd. Gaspard Le | (No. 65.) rage the Establishment of Telegraphic
Marchant to the | (Extract.) Communication between this Provinee and
Right Hon. II. i the United Kingdom of Great Britain
TLabouchere. ¢ and Ireland,” and granting certain ex-
i clugive privileges to the New York,
! Newfoundland, and London Telegraph
Company - - - -1 31
1858 :
23 | The Right Hon. M. | 18 January - | Pointing out, in reply, the reasons which
Labouchere to | (No.4) | render necessary the disallowance of this
Major  Generaul oAt - - - - -] 33

Sir J. Guspard
T.e Marchant.

¢
1
¢
'

CIRCULAR DESPATCH 1o Tae GOVERNORS or Tve NORTH

AMERICAN COLONIES.

1835 :
24 | The Right Hon.Sir | 22 March - | Cautioning the Local Gevernments as re-
Geo. Grey, Bart, | (Extract.) wards pledging themselves to the grant of
exclusive privileges towards the establish-
' ment of telegraphic lines -~ - -] 34
i
APPENDIX.
l .
i 1838:
1 ] Mr. Cyrus Ficld to | 17 March - | Expressing a hope that Lord Stanley will
i the Right. Hon, be ennbled to recommend the Nova Sco-
o Lord Stauley. tin Act for Her Majesty's confirmation
; un receiving the information which he is
' enabled to offer respecting it - -1 35
2 Do. Do, 25 March - | Referring to his previous letter, and offer-
ing suggestions on the subject of the
Nova Scotia Act - - - <! 35
3 | H. Merivale, Esq.,, | 5 April - | Stating that it is not in Lord Stanley’s '
to Mr. Cyrus power to entertain his propoaals -1 36
Field.




NEWFOUNDLAND.

No. 1.

Extract of DESPATCH from Governor Hamirton to the Right Honourable No. 1.
Sir Grorce Grey, dated "
Government House, St. John's, Newfoundland,
(No. 111.) 21st July 1854.
(Received 14th August 1854.)
(Answered No. 14, 24th Oct. 1854, page 10.)

I Have the honour to transmit herewith the Acts passed by the Legislature
during the last session.

“ Cap. 2. An Act to incorporate a Company under the Style and Title of
“ the New York, Newfoundiand, and London Telegraph Company.”

The object of this Actis to encourage the establishment of a linc of tele-
graphic communication between America and Newfoundland, and thence
by steamers or submarine cable across the Atlantic. It incorporates a company
for such purposes, giving them certain immunities and advantages.

Enclosure in No. 1.

Ax~No DEcimo SeEPTIMO VICTORLE REGINA. Encl. in No. 1.
+ (No. 165.) Cap. 1I. ‘ '
AN ACT to incorporate a Company under the Style and Title of “The New York,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company.”—[ Passed 15th April 1854.]

WHEREAS it is deemed advisable to establish a line of Telegraphic Communication Preamble.
between America and Europe, by way of Newfoundland: and whereas the parties
herein-after named have associated for the purpose of forming a Company with capital
or joint stock of three hundred and twelve thousand five hundred pounds sterling, or
one million five hundred thousand dollars, with the privilege of extending it, as herein-
after provided :

Be 14 therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, in Legislative Session
convened, as follows :

1. That Peter Cooper, Moses Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, Marshall O. Roberts, Chandler Peter Cooper and
White, Frederic N. Gisborne, and all other persons who shall, pursuant to this Act, other Shareholders
become proprietors of shares for the purpose of establishing a company to carry into created a corpora-
effect the provisions of this Act, and their successors and assigns, shall be, and they are .'“‘"L b):‘ the n;mek
hereby created, a body corporate and politic, by the name of the New York, Newfound- O\Ift (:. N‘;lw dor »
land, and London Telegraph Company, and by that name may have a common seal, ;ne&vL%I:]r:m:n >
and sue and be sued, and may hold launds, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, chattels, Telegraph Com-
and things in action, and let, sell, assign, and convey the same, or any part thereof, pany.” =
and do all other acts-or things within the scope or for the purposes contemplated by this
Act, which corporations may of right do. .

II. The capital or joint stock of the said Company shall consist of the said sum of Capital, fifteen
fifteen hundred thousand dollars in shares of one hundred dollars each, with the privilege hundred thousand
to the said Company, by resolution of the board of directors, to increase hereafter the dollars in shares -
capital stock from time to time; but not to an amount exceeding three millions of of one hundred
dollars : Provided always that no assignment or transfer of any share shall be valid or dollars each.
effectual until such transfer be entered and registered in a book to be kept for that Froviso.
purpose ; and provided also that whenever any stockholder shall transfer in manner
aforesaid all his stock or shares in the said Company to any person, such stockholder
shall cease to be a member of said corporation. : :

11I. So soon as twenty-five hundred shares of the capital stock shall be subscribed, Upon subscription
the Company shall go into operation, and the said Peter Cooper, Moses Taylor, Cyrus of 2,500 shares, -
W. Field, Marshall O. Roberts, and Chandler White shall be the first directors of the cOpany to gointo:
said Company, who shall continue in office until the first Monday in the month of May, ‘épe"t‘mﬁ Peter
which will be in the year one-thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and until their Tzofl’::’ angs etsh L
successors are appointed ; on which said Monday of May, and on the first Monday in g o% ALD ohers,

o nding i | ; to bo the first "~
May in every succeeding year, there shall Xz a general meeting. of the stockholders in d(;re:tox: t}:::eof
3 ‘
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till the 1st Monday
in May 1856,
when, and inevery
succeeding year,
stockholders shall
meet to review
proceedings, elect
directors, &c.

Power of directors
to appoint officers,
manage the affairs
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&ec.

Shares to he
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attachment and
execution.

Mode of proceed-
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The Company may
construct a main
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from St. John's 10
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from St. John's to
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also branch lines.
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and Carboncar
line.

Provizo.

Lines of tele-
graph may be
erected along high-
ways, &c., lands
entered—com-
pensation therefor
—mode of ascer-
taining same by
reference, &e.
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the city of London, or in the city of New York, or in the town of Saint Johns in
this island, as the directors may from time to tunc determmv, fourteen days’ notice
thereof having been given in three public newspapers, viz. the London Gazette, the
Roval Gazette of this islad, and o newspaper published in New York, at which
meeting the board of directors for the past year shall exhibit a full statement of the
affairs of the Company, and the meeting shall thereupon proceed to examine the
accounts, elect a hoard of directors for the ensning year, amend or annul any bye-law,
or make any new bye-law, and transact such otlier business ax may then be hrought
before them.  And any stockholder owning five shares of the capital stock of The
company shall be eligible to be a director, Special meetings of the stockholders may
also be called by the presldent, or hoard of directors, by notice published once a week,
for six successive weeks, in three newspapers puhllshed as above mentioned; and
at all weetings of the stockholders. each stockholder may vote in person, or by proxy
on ])lOdllt,t:lOH of suffivient written authority thevefor. each share heing entitled to one
vote.

IV. The directors of the said Company for the time being shall have power to appoint
a president, vice-president, treasurer. secvetary, and other " officers and servants of the
sald Company; to preseribe their powers and duties, and fix their salaries; to £l
vacaneies in the board of directors (vcewrring by death, resignation, or otherwise) until
the mext general election of directors; to receive subscuptmm to the capital stock
from time to time in such amounts and from such persons as they shall determine, and
to require payment of the sane at such times and in such manner as they shall deem
hest; and to make byelaws not repugnant to the laws of this colony and Great
Britain, pay dividends, and gener. ally to regulate and mmanage the affairs of the said
Company. and any three of such directors shall be « gquorum for the transaction of
husiness. .

V. The shares in the capital stock of the said Company shall be deemed persumﬂ
property, and shall be liable to attachment and execntion as other personal property,
and the process or warrant in sach ease shall he served on the president, vice-president,
or director or manager of the said Company resident in Newfoundland, and such service
shall bind the shares of any stockholder to the extent of such attachment or execution
issued agninst him from the time that notice thereof shall be actually given at the
[n'mcqml office of the said Company in New York, or elsewhere, where the transfer of
shares shall be wade and registered ; and for the purpose of ascertaining the number
of shares held by any shareholder against whom any attachment or execution may
have issued, the pr esident or \1w-pw=udent. seeretary or any director or officer of the

said Company, may be examined in like manner as any third person having in his
possession any wond moneys, debts, or effects of any defendant; and upon the sale by
the sheriff, or other proper officer, of any such shares under execution or otherwise,
the ofticers or agents of the snid Company having charge of the transfer hooks shall,
on production of a Wil of sale from the sheviff or other proper officer, transfer to the
purchaser thereof the number of shaves sold under such exccution or other process and
belonging to the defendant abt the time of such notice being given at the Transfer Office
as aforesaid, and such transfer shall be valid and eftectual to all intents and purposes
Provided always that such sale shall be subject to auy debt that may be due from
such defendant to the said Company, and that no sale shall be made or judgment ren-
dered until at least three months after such notice given at the Transfer Office as
aforesaid.

VL The said Company shall construct, complete, keep in order. and operate a
main or trunk line of magnetic, electrie, or other telegraphs from Saint John’s to or
towards Cape Ray, and also from Saint John’s to or towards Trepassey ; and may also
construct, complcte, keep in order, and operate any other line or lines from any point in
Newfoundland to any other point or points therein, or elsewhere, ns may be determined
on by the Company ; ; and also branch lines connecting the said main or trunk lines with
any town or village in Newfoundland : Provided always, that such branch or other lines
shall not interfere with the existing line of the Saint John’s and Carbonear Electric
Telegraph Company, or any other lines that may be constructed between Saint John’s
and Carbonear by the suid Company ; and provided, also, that if at any time after ten

years from the passing of this Act, any branch line to connect with any town or village

aforesaid De desived by the sovernment of this colony, and the Company shall not
establish the same within twelve montls after a requisition to that effect from™the
Governor of this colony, the government of this LO]Ole may establish such branch hnc
at its own expense, for local tr: raffic only. kN

VII. The Company may erect or maintain their said lines of telegraph q]ong the qlde of -

or across any public highways, bridges, watercourses, or other such places, provided they
do not interfere with the public rwht of travelling thereon, and may enter upon’any
lands or places, and survey and set oft such parts thereof as may be necessary for the said -
lines of telegraph, and may take from any part of the ungranted and unoccupled Crown -
lands of this colony any posts or building materials neceqs*try to make or repair;the- lines;"
or any buildings in connection therewith'; and in cases of disagreement’ ‘between “the
Company and any owner or occupier of lands which the Company ‘may take - for’ th
purposes nforehmd or in" respect to any d&mage done to the' same, by constmct ng

-+ lines
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lines through or upon thé same, the Company and such owner or occupier, as the case
may be, shall each choose an arbitrator, which two arbitrators shall choose a third, and
the decision (on the matter in difference) of any two of them in writing shall be final;
and if the sald owner or occupier, or the agent of the said Company, shall neglect or
refuse to choose an arbitrator within four days after notice in writing to him from the
opposite party, or if such two arbitrators, when duly chosen, shall disagree in the choice
of a third arbitrator, in any such case it shall be lawful for the Colonial Secretary for the
time being to nominate any such arbitrator, or such third arbitrator, as the case may be,
who shall possess the same power as if chosen in manner above provided.

VIIL The governments of Great Britain, of the United States, and of Newtfoundland Government to
shall respectively have at all times o preference over all persons of conveying messages have preference in
upon the said lines of telegraph relating to the public services of these governments sending messages.
respectively, and the rate of charges therefor shall not exceed the charges made to private
individuals ; and the said Company shall at all times transmit the messages of private
parties without preference or delay. ‘

IX. Any person wilfully interrupting the free use, by the said Company, of any Penalty for in-
telegraph line established by it, or any works connected therewith, shall be subject to a terrupting use of
‘penalty of 1ot less than ten pounds nor more than one hundred pounds, to be recovered telegraph line or
by any person informning and suing for the same, in a summary way, hefore one or more works.
justices of the peace, and to be levied by a warrant of distress and sale of the offender’s
goods and chattels ; one half of such penalty shall go to the party suing for the same,
and the other half to be paid to the Treasurer of the colony for the use thereof; and in
default of goods and chattels to satisfy such warrant, every such offender shall be com- ‘ »
mitted to gaol by such justice or justices.for any period not exceeding one hundred days ; Offender wilfully
and if any pemson shall wilfully or maliciously obstruct or damage any such telegraph damaging works
line, works, building, machinery, or other property connected therewith, he shall be guilty guilty of mis-

‘of misdemeancr, and shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeding one demeanor. -
year, and by a fine not exceeding two hundred pounds. And every operator, agent, or '
servant of the said Company, employed in the transmission or delivery of intelligence or

‘messages, shall, before he enters on the duties of his office. make oath before a judge or

Jjustice of the peace, that he will not wilfully divulge the contents of any message trans-

mitted by said Company, or left with any of its operators, agents, or servants for trans-

‘mission or delivery ; and every person viclating the said oath shall be adjudged guilty of
misdemeanor, and punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year, and by

a fine not exceeding two hundred pounds. )

X. So soon as the said line of telegraph shall Le completed from St. John’s to Cape Upon completion
Ray, or any other point on the west coast of Newfoundland, the Governor shall, on the of line to Cape
application of the Company, from time to time issue grants under the Great Seal of this any, %!'0“’{)1 gran;s '
island to the said Company, of any ungranted and unoccupied wilderness land in New- 2 ](’J}“ t°n € m%_e
foundland in blocks or parcels, the contents of which shall not be less than three square igct :);n}:);ti i’nsu
miles, and in all not exceeding fifty square miles, subject, nevertheless, to such per= o ac . 0 ond
centage upon the produce of mines, and to such conditions as to the working thereof, yegorvations,
within a limited period, not less than ten years, and to such conditions as to the per-
manent settlement, in fee simple, of such land, by one settler to every five hundred acres
so granted, within five years from the date of any such grant, and to the right of the
public to construct any roads or bridges in and over the said land, as now are or may
hereafter be specified and defined by the laws of Newfoundland or Great Britain ; and
the snid Company shall have power to alien or dispose of the said lands, or any part or
parts thereof, or to occupy, work, or use the same, or any part thereof, in any manner it
may deem proper, subject to the like conditions and reservations as aforesaid. And for
the purpose of preventing new claims to the prejudice of the said Cowpany, it shall be
lawful for it, ab any time after this Act goes into operation, to signify in writing to the
Governor, the selection of the said lands, orany part thereof, which it desires to have
granted to it as aforesaid; and such lands shall thereupon be reserved for the said
‘Company, and shall not be granted, except to the said Company, until the completion of
the said telegraph ling, as aforesaid, or until three years after the passing of this Act;
and all grants'to the said Company under this Act shall be issued without any charge to
them for surveys or otherwise: Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall
affect the provisions of the seventh_and eighth' sections of the Act of the Legislature of
this colony, passed in the seventh year of Her Majesty’s reign, cap. 1, which sections are
as follows, viz:: “That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person adminis-

" tering the government, from time to time to reserve, set apart, and appropriate such
parts or portions of any unoccupied land in any of the districts of this island, or places
within its government, as he may, by and with the advice and consent of the Council,
deem proper and expedient to appropriate for the purpose of erecting court houses,
market places, churches, chapels, or other places of public worship, or for the erection of .
school houses, or for any other public-use or purpose ; arid also such portionsof unappro-
priated-ship’s'room, beaches, and shores as may be ‘deemed - necessary or,_convenient to
set apart for the general and public uses of the inhabitants within any of the districts or
places aforesaid.” " “That it'shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person adminis- .. . -
tering the government, by and with the consent of the Council, to' order the Teservation ..
of such and such portions of: bogs as may be deemed necessary for the supply of manure
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or fucl to the public, and such and such portion of forest as may be necessary for the uses
of the fishery.” '

XI. So soon as a hundred miles of good and traversable bridle road, eight feet wide,
with bridges eight feet wide, along a line of the said intended telegraph, shall have been
constructed by the said Company from St. John's towards Cape Ray, or other point on the
western const of this island. or from Nt. John's to Trepassey, by way of Renews, the
Covernor shall draw his warrant on the Colonial Treasurer in favour of the Company for
the sum of fifteen hundred pounds ; and so ou, at the rate of fifteen hundred pounds for
every additional hundred miles of the said road, as fast as the same shall be finished, until
the completion thereof to the western const and Trepassey, and at the same rate for the last
portion, if less than one hundred miles: Provided alwaysthat the whole amount to be paid
tor the cnmplctmn of the said roads and bridges to Trepassey and the western coast shall
not exceed the sum of five thousand pounds And the said Company shall be bound to
complete the said bridle roads and bridges to Trepassey and the western coast, for the
sadd amount, within two years ; and the bridle roads so constructed shall be public high-
ways, sulqcct to the rmhts of the Company, which shall not he hound to keep the same
in repair. :

XIT. Unless twenty-five hundred shares at least of the capital or joint stock of the said
Company shall be subscribed, and effective operations commenced for the establishment
of the suid line of telegraph within one year after the passing of this Act, this Act and
everything herein contained shall be utterly null and void,

X1IL All wires and materials requived for constructing, repairing, or working the
main or branch lines of telegraphs, or for connecting them or any of them with any
other island, province, or country, shall and may be imported free of duty.

XIV. The corporation hereby created shall have the sole and exclusive right to build,
make, occupy, take or work the said line or any line of telegraph between Saint Johm’s and
Cape Ray, or between any other points in this island (excepting only the existing line
between Saint John's and Carbonear) for the full period of fitty years from the passing of
this Act ; subject nevertheless to the right of pre-emption by the government of this colony
as herein-after provided ; and during the said period of fifty years, no other person or
persons. body or bodies politic or corporate, shall be permitted to construct, purchase, take,
or operate any linc ov lines of telegraph on this island, or to exfend to, enter upon,
or touch any part of this island, or the coast thereof, or of the islands or places
within the jurisdiction of the government of this colony, with any telegraphic cable,
wire, or other means of telegraphic communication from any other island, country,
or place whatsoever. Provided, however, that if the said line of telegraph shall not
have been completed from Saint John's to Cape Ray, or other point on the western coast

of Newfoundland, and a communication by telegra; )]1 across Prince Edward Island, or the -

island of Cave Breton, or otherwise established wlth the continent of America, within five
vears from the pussing of this Act, the exclusive privileges granted by this section shall
cease,

XV. If at any time after twenty years from the passing of this Act, it shall be deemed
advisable by the Governor in Council that the lines of telegraph and other property of
the said Company shall he transferred to and vested in the government of this island, it
shall be lawfual for the Governor to canse a written notice to be given to the said Cow-
pany, which shall be served upon the president, or director, or manager in this island,
which notice shall state that the government has decided upon becoming the holder of the

said lines and other property ; and thereupon the CGovernor and the Company shall each
choose an arbitrator, and the ariitrators so chosen shall appraisc the telegraph lines, wires,
cables, apparatus, vessels, and all other property connected thevewith, and if they cannot
agree, they shall choose a third as wmpire, and if they do not make such choice, the
Supreme Court shall appoint an wnpire, and the appraisement of any two of them shall
he taken as the true and just value of said property ; and after the expiration of one year

trom the time the award of the arbitvators shall have been communieated to the govern- ..

ment and the Company, and after the payment made or tendered in manner herein-after
provided, all and singular the said telegraphic lines, wires, cables, apparatus, vessels, and
other property so appraised, shall hecome the property of Her Majesty, for the benefit and( :
public use of this island, and shall be thenceforth held frec and discharged from all claims -
of such Company or sharcholders thereot, or any person whomsoever and the govern-. :
ment shall draw warrants on the Treasuver of this colony for the pwyment fo such .
Company of the amount s awarded as atoresaid, and the payments in discharge of such -
warrants shall be wade or tendered by the Treasurer aforesaid to the plwdent and - |

divectors of the said Company, or their director or mnanager in this island, as the Governor ™ -

shall direct and appoint ; but this section shall not .1pph to any lands granted to the said -
Cowpany, by virtre of the tenth and twenty-second séetions of this Act nor to the pro- .
ceeds thereof, or any land or property purchased with such proceeds, nor to the bonuses .
to be yaid to the Company, or to any land or property purchased with the same or any -
part thereof, nor to any mines or winerals, or the property connected with the mnnaae- :
ment or wokag of such mines or minerals. :
XVL The directors may, from time to time, by resolution, authouze and dlrect the
issue of bonds by the said Company, for such sums in pounds sterhng, and .to such an.
amount in the aggregate,” as the directors may deem expedient, in pa.yment for tmy
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tiate and sell at public or private sale, at such price as the directors may deem satisfactory, borrowed by the

for the purpose of raising funds for the use of the said Company ; and the government of Company.

this colony hereby guarantees the payment to the holders thereof of the interest, for the Government

period of twenty years only, upon fifty of such bonds of one thousand pounds sterling guarantees pay-

each respectively. The bonds upon which the interest is so guaranteed to be payable by ment to holders of

the Company in twenty years, in London, with five per cent. interest, payable semi- 0 of such bonds, .

. annually, and convertible into stock at its par value, according to the current rate of o]f the m;‘e“os(t)

exchange between New York and London, at any time within ten years, at the option of ! :,?120“ or

the holders. The bonds of which the interest is so guaranteed shall be registered in the y

office of the Secretary of the colony, and such registry shall be certified by an endorse-

ment thereon signed by the Colonial Treasurer, and countersigned by the Colonial

Secretary, to the effect that the payment of the interest on the same, for the period afore-

said, is guaranteed by the colony ; und for the amount of the interest on the bonds so

issued and guaranteed, the government of this island shall have, by force of this Act, a

lien upon all the telegraph lines, weorks, and property of said Company in this island and

to the continent of America, in preference to all other claims. The bonds of which the

interest is so guaranteed, to be delivered to the said Company as follows :-—1'en of them

when the Company shall have begun to operate under. this Act; ten of them when the

telegraph line and bridie roads before mentioned shall have been completed from

St. John's to Cape Ray or some other point on the west cvast of Newfoundland, and

Trepassey ; and the remaining thirty when the telegraph shall have been completed from

Saint John's to Prince Edward Island or the island of Cape Breton. But before the said

remaining thirty honds are delivered to the said Company they shall be offered by the

Company for sale at par (reckoning the rate of exchange between Saint John’s and

London at twenty per-cent. premium) to the government of this colony, or any inhabitant

thereof, by notice published for three successive weeks in the Royal Gazette of this island ;

and if the said bonds, or any of them, be purchased by the government, or any inhabitant

of this colony, at or before the expiration of the said three weeks, the bonds so purchased

shall be delivered to the purchaser, and the par value thereof be paid to the said Company

in lieu of the said bonds ; and in case the said Company shall not think fit to receive the

bonds last above mentioned within ten days after they shall be entitled to receive the

same, there shall be oftered for sale to the government, for the inhabitants of this colony,

stock in the said Company to the extent of thirty thousand pounds sterling, or one.

hundred and forty-four thousand dollars at par, which shall in such case be offered by

advertisement in manner above mentioned. ,
XVIL And if it shall so happen that the government of this colony shall be called Government pay-

upon to pay any sum of money as interest upon the said bonds, or any of them, in ing such interest, -

pursuance of such guarantee as aforesaid, and shall actually pay such interest thereon, to give notice

the governor of’ the colony shall forthwith cause notice of such payment to be given to thereof to the

the directors of the said Company, or to their director or local manager in this island, d‘“’c,t""s’ trequu'—

requiring the said Company to refund such.payment within a time (not less than three b"“';;"t"{: r:f(l):lm..

calendar months) to be limited in such notice ; and if at the expiration of the time so

limited such payment shall not have been refunded, the Governor of the colony shall, in

the name of Her Majesty, and for the public service of this colony, cause possession to.-

be taken of the whole of the property and effects of the said Company specified in the

last preceding section, and retain possession thereof, and of the profits of the same, until

such interest so paid by the government of this colonv shall have been refinded ; and in Mode of enforcing

case the said Compzmv shall not, within six calendar .months after possession "of such re~payment,

property and effects shall have been so taken as aforesaid, redeem the same by refunding

the amount so paid, and all charges thereon (subject to an sccount of the rents and

profits in the meantime by the government of this colony), then and in such case it shall

be lawful for the said government to sell the said property and effects by public auction

at Saint John’s or New York, after three months notice in the London Gazette, the

Royal Gazette of this island, and in a newspaper published in New York, and to pay .

over to the said - Company ‘the surplus arising from such sale after payment of all

expenses, and the amount so paid as aforesaid, and reserving as a pledge a sum sufficient

to purchase at six per cent. an annuity equal to the future interest so fruaranteed on the

said bonds: Provided that should the highest amount bona fide bid at such sale be

insufficient to meet the amount so due, and the expenses as aforesaid, . together with such

sum as will purchase such annuity as aforesaid, it shall be competent to the said govern-

ment to take and hold the said property and eﬁ'ects absolutely as thelr own propertv, in .

lieu of all their claims arising out of the said guarantee. . : '
XVII The said Company shall have' power to establish, construct and work a lme or Company to have

lines” of telegraph- between - Newfouridland and' Ireland, or .any othex island, place, or power to construct

places in the Atlantic Ocean “or - in‘Europe or 'in the’ Umted States, and to construct, telegraph lines

purchase, and work any:telegraph line or lines; or means of communication, in Canada, ?Et.“'ee“ New-

oundland, Ireland,

Prince Edward Island,: Cape:Breton, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the United - and other places.

States, and in' the ‘waters’ adjacent to or between the said islands,. provinces, or. states,- ‘ B

and between any of them and Newfoundland : Provided, however, that such consent as

may be necessary shall be first obtained of the governments of said provinces :and states ,

respectively ; ‘and generally to purchase ¢ or - hire any line of telegraph which may nowor .

hereafter be consbructed by any person. or. pe:ésons .or body or bodies’ pohtxc or corporate, e
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to you herewith an Order of Her Majesty in Councﬂ dated the 18th*instant

(10 )

ju the United States, or British provinces of North America, or in Europe, and"to use
the same for the transmission of messages and intelligence ; and they may also construct;
purchase, hire, or use any steam or other vessels to aid in the acquisition or transmission-
of intelligence between America and Europe, or in carrying on any of the- opexatmns of
the said Uompauy
XIX. The said Company may purchase from the smd Peter Cooper, ‘Moses’ Taylm
Cyrus W. Field, Marshall O. Roberts, and Chandler White, at such price and on such-
terms as may he agreed on between them and the said Company, the telegraphic lines;
wires, posts, insulators. cables, and other property in Newfoundland, Prince Edward
Island, New Brunswick, and the waters between New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island, which belonged to the late Newfoundland Electric Telegraph Company, and which
the said Company “sold, transferred, and conveyed to the said Peter - Cooper, -Moses
Taylor, Cyrus W. Field, Marshall O. Roberts, ‘and Chandler White, on the ‘tenth day of
Mareh in York, Newfoundhmd and London Telegraph Company shall become seised and-
possessed of and entitled to all of the snid telegraph lines, wires, posts, insulators; cables,
and other property, and may hold, use, and dispose of the same in the sume manner and /
with the same effect as if the Company hereby mcorporfitod h'md built and constructed the -
same after the passage of this Act. et
XX. Every stockholder in the said Company, whether a British sub]ect. or a' cmlzenA .
of the United States, or other alien, or resident-in Newfoundland, the United States, or
elsewhere, has and shall have equfﬂ rights to hold stock in the said Company, to vote On
the same, and to be eligible to office in » the said Company. '
XXI The place where the meetings of the stockholders and of the boald of rhreetors
shall be held, and where the principal office for the transaction of the business of the Com-"
pany shall be established, shall be in the city of London or inthe city of New York, orat
Saint John's in this island, as the directors may from time to time determine ; but there” -
shall always be a director or local manager for the transaction of the necessary local
business in this colony, and also a dnector or local Inanager in London and New'"
York for the transaction of the necessary local business in Great Brltam and the United
States respectively. b
XXII. So soon as the said Company shall have actually estabhshed a°communication’
across the Atlantic ocean by means of a submarine cable or wire from this island, the
said Company shall be entitled to receive from the government of this island a grant of
fifty square miles of ungranted and unoccupied wilderness land, to be selected by the:
said Company, in addition to the grants herein-before mentioned, and suhject to the sa;iiié<
conditions and provisoes as are mentioned in the tenth section of this Act. '~ :- ‘
XXIIT1. On the first Monday in July in each year the principal agent or manager of the o
sald Company in Newfoundland shall transmit to the Colonial Secretary thereof, tobe:14id’ -
hefore the Governor for the information of the Leglslature, a statement of the affairsiof:
the Company in duplicate, showing the profits of the Company for the then last: pre-’}
ceding vear, with a statement of any bonds that have been converted info stock or: -
umc,elled which. bonds shall he returned to the Secretary of the colony, and a{hst’ofﬁjr ‘
the directors and stockholders to he dep051ted in the Colonial gecretarys Oﬂice ! fOr%
reference only. ~ o
XXI1V. This Act shall be deemed and tul\en to be a pubhc Act, and shall be Judlcm'lly X
notlced asa public Act without being specially pleaded. v

Governor’s Assent given 15th Apul 18.)4-
Passed the Council 5th April 1854, ' °
Pas%ed the Assembly 5th Apnl ]804
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Copy of DFSPATCH from the Right I-Ionourable SII' GEORGE Gnm'
to Govemor HAMILTON. T
(No. 14.) -

Sig,

Downmg Street,
24th October:185

T nave received and had under mv conslderatmn three Acts passed by"
legislature of Newfoundland in the months of “April and June ]ast ‘md”* )
mitted to me in _your despatch* noted in the margin. :

These Acts having been referred by the Queen in’ ‘Council to the Lortism
the Committee of Priv y Council for Trade and. Foreign Plantauons” )
Committee have reported to Her MaJestw in' Council: their opinion: thatjthe

said Acts should be left to their operation, and I have. the. honourito: -transmi

approvmg that Report

Governor Hamilton,
- &e. &e.
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SRR l\o A o ' o No. o.
Copv of DEbPATCH from the nght Honourable Sll‘ GEORGE Gnnv to
.. -+ (Governor HAMILTOI\
- (No.15.)y - . SR - Dowmng‘Street,.
SiR, * 8th November 1854.
Amon: the Acts passed by the Legislature of Newfoundland, and left to

their operation by the Order in Council contained in my Despatth No. 14% of * Page 10.
the 24th ultimo, is one (No. 165), to.incorporate a telegraph company, by one
of the provisions of which the governments of thc United Kingdom, of the
United: States, and ‘of ‘the Island ‘dre to" have a pref'erence in ‘the use of the
telegraph at the current charges, but no* similar privilege is extended to the
governments of the'neighbouring colonies.

This omission is probably unintentional ; but as it is desirable that it should
be regalred :I have to'instruct you to brlng the clause in question under the

con51 eratlon of the Colomal Leglslature with a view to its amendment.
e , I have, &c. . PPN
Governor Hamllton, e I (Signed). . G. GREY -
":?{,-:," o "‘3,‘ NO 4 o o o No. 4.

Con of DESPATCH from (Jovernor DARL[NG to the nght Honourablc
R B Lord JonN RUSSELL

, Govemment House, St. John 5,
- " 4ath July'1855,
e C " (Received 80th July 1855)
MY LDBD, LR ‘ ‘ (Answered ‘No. 11; 19th August 1855, page 12\
Ir will be 1nterestmg to Her Ma_)esty s Government to be informed that
the “ New York, - Newfoundland, and:-Londou Telegtaph Company " have
recently resumed active: operations- in this -colony, and that rapid progress is
making in the establlshment of a lme of electnc telegn aph:, between St. Johns
andC ¢ Ray. TS
Three or four surveyors are employed in the necessary prehmmal Y. smveys
upon portlons -of the>line; and ‘about six hundred: labourers are at work in
various departments -of the undertaking: " Upwards ‘of - thirty miles of the
telegraphic wire are'completed ; ‘the road’ which the' Company 1s bound by the
11th: cl)ause of the ‘Act of’ Incorporatlon to construct - within two ‘years'is
opened at. several separate points to an‘extent amounting iti*all to about one
half of the whole distance ; and there is every reason to expect that’ the ‘line
across Newfoundland' will be completed and ready to be put into operation by
the end .of: the present yeari: . "

3. I bave learned these partlculars from” Mr: Ellis, the chief- Jocal engineer
of the Company, who has also informed me-that-the cable intended to connect
this colony with Cape Breton is mow on its way from Europe; and with
reference to the grand ultimate obJect of this remarkable enterprise, viz., the
telegraphic connection of Newfoundland with a point on the west coast of
Ireland, Mr, sElhs seems -to entertain no doubt, although. he.is not. himself
concerned in' ‘that branch’ of ‘the. project,’ -that a company ‘composed of
London and Paris capltallsts have bécome-bound under a forfelture of 90,000
dollars a year;: for any - period not exceeding fifty. years after the-1st January
1858, duritig which the: electric ‘cable. may not ‘be. completed to have it-laid o
down across-the Atlantlc, ‘ahidin working order by that'date,” " RN

““This amount T anderstind to-be, calculated as  the’ annual interest; upon the o
capltal invested in:the* undertakmg, iind 4" 'statement; of the ‘existence of such
an engagement ‘b recexvedt urrency in m_ ej tban ne of the Umted State:
mewspapers, i L aE A TR e

4. There is also reason to belleve thatia company is‘on: foot n the Umted
States for. lmtlatlng regular *fdu'ect steam communication: between _ St. Jobn’s
and' Liverpool’: and at-any rate’méasures-are about to be takén on:the part of
the Telegraph Company for ‘the removal or reduction of the “Merlin-Rock,”
which lies in the % narrows*f*"of the” harbour “of - Str-John’s, and is coneldered S
.;.‘_}{(162) - ) B 2 o S h‘om

¥
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from the shallowness of water upon it at low tide, to present an objection to
the habitual entrance of steamers of large tonnage. To this purpose the
colony has contributed the sum of four hundred puuudq
T have, &ec.
‘The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, (Signed)  C. H. DARLING.
&e. &c. '

No. 5.

Cory of DESPATCH from Governor DarLING to the Right Honourable-
Lord Jous RusseLL.

Government House, St. John’s,

(No. 35.) 31st July 1855.
‘ (Received 27th August 1855.)
My Lorp, (Answered, No, 24, 15th October 1855, p. 13).

\\uu reference to Nir Gcorgc Grey's Despatch to my predecessor, -
No. 15,* of the 8th November 1854, mstructmg him to bring the eighth clause -
of the Act of the local legislature, 1/ Vict. cap. 2., for incorporating the New
York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company, under the considera-
tion of the Ie(rls.atule, with a view to the extension to the governments of
the ncxg,hhournm colonies of the privilege of a preferential right to the use of
the tclegraphic line, I beg to submit for your consideration that such right
having been granted to the government of Great Britain and to the colonial -
gover nment of New f'oundland the power of transmitting through Newfoundland
'md thence to Great Butun and vice versi, messages irom and to the
neighbouring colonies is sufhcnentlv sccured, a message “from the "overnment
of Nova \cotla, for example, to the Imperml Government bemg, in fact,a
message upon the public service of the latter government (which, as applied to "
such a case, I conceive to include the governments of all dependencies of the
Crown). ;

2. 'The right of transmitting messages within the territories of the neigh-
bouring colonial govcmmcnts upon the solc service of those governments - -
would, I apprchend, be properly provided for by the laws of their own legis-
latures ; and even if this were not the case, it is the opinion of my advisers that =
the 1e]cnrmphlc Company would consider any such additional stipulation an.
infringement upon the charter conferred by the Act of the Newfoundland Legis- .-
ldtuu, under which they have commenced and vigorously pushed their opera- -
tions, especially as it is well known that in one of the colonies to which -
Sir George Grey’s despatch refers the Company was disappointed ‘in obtaining
from the lefrlslatule the facilities which they conceived themselves Justlﬁed in
cxpecting. C ;J»,

I have, &c. o
(Signed) C. H. DARLING
The Right Hon. Lord John Russell,
&c. &ec. &e.

No. 6.

Cory of DESPATCH fromn the Right Honourable Sir W. Momswoa'm
to Governor DABLING

(No. 11.) Downmg Street e
Six, 19th August 185 g
I mave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 25*, .of .the'
4th ultimo, reporting that active operations have recently been resumed byi th
“ New York, Ne\sfoundland and London Telegraph Company.”. ‘
I have to express my thanks for the information your deqpatch contams, an
hope that the island w ll] Iargely beneht by the successful termmatlon of th
enterprise. . . , SO

S o . Ihave, &
Governor Darling, (Slgned) W MOLESWOR'I‘H;_..
&c. &c.
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No. 7. ' : No. 7.

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Honourable Sir W. MovLeswortn
- to Governor DarLinG.

(No. 24.) Downing Street,
Sir, 15th October 1855.

1 uave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 35%, of the « page 12,
31st July, respecting an Act passed by the Legislature of Newfoundland for
establishing an Electric Telegraph Company, and I have to state that you
have assigned sufficient reasons for having refrained to communicate with the
Legislature on this subject, as directed by Sir George Grey.

o I have, &c.
Governor Darling, (Signed) W. MOLESWORTH.
- &e &o.

NO. 8. NO. 8.

Extracr of DESPATCH from Governor Daruing to the Right Honourable
H. Lasoucuere, M.P., dated ¢ Government House, St. John’s, 19th
- April 1856.” ,
(No. 27.) ,
. - (Received '8th May 1856.)
I po myself the honour to transmit for your information the copy of a  Enclosure 1.
letter which I have thought it right to address to the Governor General of ~9th Aprif 1856.
Canada, in reference to the undertaking which is now approaching its completion
for establishing communication by electric telegraph between St. John's in this
colony and the continent of America. o
The managing director of the Telegraph Company has arrived, accompanied
by engineers aud persons skilled in the work of laying telegraphic wires, and
the result of a lengthened interview which I had with that gentleman yesterday
is to confirm, in a most satisfactory manner, all that I have stated to you, and
to the Governor Gencral of Canada, in respect to the progress and probable
completion of the line, - ' ‘ :
It is confidently anticipated that a message will be conveyed from
St. John’s to New York before the-next winter sets in, and as the posts and
wires already established have not, I am informed, received any material injury,
although the winter now terminating has been of unusual severity, during
which a far more than average depth of snow has fallen and remained upon the
ground, it may be fairly presumed that the line will not be subject to peculiar
accidents arising from that cause, a point upon which, I undérstand, appre-
hensions have been hitherto entertained.
With respect to the initiation of a system of direct steam ' communication
between ‘Great Britain and- St. John’s, it does not appear that arrangements
have been as yet definitively effected with any company at present engaged in
transatlantic steam navigation, or for the formation of a new company for that
purpose, but the interests of the Telegraph Company so clearly require that the
experiment should be tried, that I feel assured that the exertions they are now
making with this.view will not be without a practical result. o
- I may here beg to express the hope I confidently entertain that the latter
question, as connected with the transmission of the mails, will receive the fullest
consideration on the Ea_rt of Her Majesty’s Government ;' and to observe that
 the present state-of the telegraphic enterprise seems to warrant an appeal to the
expectation in this régard held out to the legislature of ‘the colony in Earl
Grey’s Despatch, No. 204; of the 28th July 1851.* . . Bearing

(No. 204.)° <o 700 Sivd. GULe Mavcmayt. S
Swpy, oo LT e e -~ = Downing Street, 28th July 1851.

- X HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 37, of the 18th ultimo, enclosing an
Address to the Queen from the House of Assembly. of Newfoundland, in which, with reference to
a recent Act of ‘the Legislature establishing a line of electric telcgraph, they pray that St. John’s .

' % Covy of Despaton from the Right Hon. Earl GREy to Licut.-Governor

may be imade a port of. catry for the transatlantic steamers.

(162 o oo B3 o v




Enclosure No. 2.

224 January 1855.
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Bearing in mind the reluctance which might naturally be entertained on
the part of Her Majesty’s Government to resort to the power reserved in the
existing mail contract, by which that contract may be determined at any: time
upon twelve months’ notice, they will no doubt be equally unwilling, at a perlod
when so much importance both in a political and commercial pomt of view is
universally attached to the receipt of intclligence at the earliest moment- which
the progress of practical science has rendered attainable, to overlook the fact
that whatever communication may ‘arrive at St. John’s from any part of the
eastern or western hemisphere will, if the voyage be performed m a period ‘at
all proportionate to that now occupled in the passage to and from Halifax;
reach its ultimate destination by the Telegraph Company S hne between two and
thrce days sooner than by any other means.

Regarding the question in this light, [ venture, mdeed to think, even
admmmo the obstruction from ice at pfutlcular periods of 'the’ year to be as
formidable 2 it has been represented, or at any rate such as to render-direct
intercourse by steam with America throughout the year, vid Newfoundland,
unprofitable as a pecuniary investment, “that it might be well worth the
conSIdelatlon of Her Majesty’s Govemment whethcr the smple trans-
mission of intelligence would not be of sufficient importance to justify them
either in estabhshmn for that purpose at the. public_cost, or in subsidizing any
company which mwht be formed for establishing & line. of steam despatch boats
of as small a size and inexpensive « character as should be consistent with the -
attainment of the greatest specd and the greatest capability of contendmg with -
the ice. 'The period during which these “boats should run might be limitedin.
the first instance to those months in which the ordinary steam packets are
considered to be exposed to greater risk in approaching cur coast.

With respect to the objection which has been urged on the score of ‘the
prevalence of fogs, I have directed such a record to be kept at the lighthonse
at the south head of the harbour of St.John’s as will enable me to furnish
accurate information upon the subject in the course of a few weeks. Guns are
fired half-hourly at that lighthousc whenever Cape Spear, which is situated to
the south-east about cight miles distant, is enveloped in fog, and by the registér
now beforc me for the months of Novembel, December, and January last I '
find that there were only,— : i
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indicating about forty hours of fog during tbe three months referred. to. Jam
quite aware that in the months of-May and June the register will exhibit a Jess
favourable aspect, but I am at the same time confident, from my own observs- -
tion during last year, that the result will be by no means so dlscouragmg as:ds.
generally supposed. a

With respect to the contemplated telegmphlc connection of Amenca fw1th-, -
Europe, I am now enabled to transmit for your information a copy of the contract .
effected by the New York, \Iewfoundland and London. Telegraph Company

I have laid this Address before the Queen, and Her MnJesty was: pledsed - to recmve 1(;& p;y o
graciously. I am commanded to instruct-you to acquaint the House of  Assembly, that Her i
Mpujesty views the proposed undortaking with much intcrest, and that she trusts that if itihe .-
completed, it will contribute to the geneml prosperity of the Teland, = ‘ P

I have further to add that it has not been in my power to tender.any advice' to Her Ma_)est
with respect to constituting St. John’s a port of call for the. transatlantic steamers. . This will be
« matter for future consideration, when. the work contemplated by the Leglslature shall-have ™
advanced towards completion'; and adverting to the difficulties which' presented themselves, when g
the subject was on a former occasion brought under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government,and
which you will find referred to in Lord Stanley s Despatch, No. 227, of 26th of July, 1845, I:fear.’

 there is little prebability of its being practicable to, make -the desxred ‘arran ement, though i
‘ would be premature to express any ﬁnal oplm(m at pretent upon thxs pomt-- -5 i e
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with : the Transatlantic’ Submarine Telegraph Company for that purpose.
am informed by the director of the former Company, whom I have beforc
mentioned in this despatch, that the transatlantic cable has not yet been put in
_haud the cxistence of war upon a large scale havmg been unfavourable to the
-commencement of sach a manuf: tcture, and the accident which occurred to the
Mediterranean cable, as-well as to that which was attempted to be laid between
-Cape Breton and. Newfoundland last year, having induced the contractors to
enter-upon experiments as to the possibility of reducing the cost and risks of
undertakings of this nature. "These experiments have, I learn, been eminently
‘successful, 1t having been ascertained that a cable with stronger conducting
“powet than those hitherto in use can be constructed to weigh only one ton to
‘the mile instead of eight tons as formerly. The cable between Spezzia and
.Corsica is, T understand, of this description.

If - the. successful - accompllshment of this branch of the pxoject in the
begmmng of -the year 1858 could be confidently anticipated, comparatively
little importance in a-public point of view would attach to the establishment of
-direct steam communication with Newfoundland ; but as the probability’ of such
success can only be ascertained from the Tra1151t]ant1c Cowmpany, with whom'I
‘have not the opportunity of communication, and as I confess myself’ sanguine
.that the conscquence of the initiation of dircct steam communication would be
:the discovery that it .would be ‘both feasible and proﬁtablc as a continuous
_system, greatly to the advantage of the colony whose interests it is my duty to
advocate whenever I can do so, without involving injury to other portions of
the empire, I'should be exceedingly glad to learn that such a project would
-receive-the support and encouragement of Her Majesty’s Government. '

I beg leave to enclose a copy of the clause which has been introduced Enclosure No. 3.
‘juto the bill for amending the Telegraph Company’s Incorporation Act to which I 4th Section of Act
"have referred in my confidential lctter of the 2d instant, for specifically confer- to amend Tele.
‘ting, the privilege of the preferential transmission of mtelhgence upon the govern- §° tgh S&Tig;“‘{ct. ‘
ments of the other North American colonies. It has passed through the "
~Assembly, -and w1]] no: doubt; be - camed through the Council w1thout any
.opposxtlon

Encloeme ] in No. &, ' | ' Encl. 1, in No. 8,

bOPY of LE‘m‘ER ﬁom (Governor Dmlma to Governor Genelal of C‘mmdn

Sir, S Government House. St. John’s, 9th April 1856.
Having percewed in o Canadian newspaper a statement to the effect that a memorial
had been laid before the Canadian Parliument from the Board of Trade of Montreal,
suggesting the coustruction of a line of communication by electric telegla.ph between
Quebec and Forteau Bay on the coast of Labrador, T have thought it may prove
convenient to your Excellency’s Government that 1 should eall your attention to the
Act of the Legislature of Newfoundland, by which (section 14) the uecessary powers L
to establish telegraphic communication betweén America and Furope by way of * *
Newfoundland -have been conferred under certain - conditions .upon a corporate body
created by. that:Act, and by which all other bodies or persons are excluded” from putting
anyelectric telegraph into gperation within the jurisdiction of the government of  this
colony, and . from. toucluug any place within that jurisdiction with-any telegraphic cable,
‘wire, . or other means of telegmpluc communication. from mv other lsla,nd country, or
place. whatsoever...

2. T have accordmgly ‘the honour to encloqe a cop) of the Act in questxon and I beg No. 1.
at’ the same - time " t0 : transmit: for- your - Excellency’s information .an Extract of my Akt Newtound-
‘Commmission as Governor of, Newfoundland, by which your Excellency will observe that land Legislature,
“ Forteau Bay”.is within the jurisdiction of this. Government, being situated on ¢ the 17 Vict. cap, 2.
« coast. of . Labrador, .from the entrance of Hudeons Stuut:, to a line drawn due Page5.

% North .and, South from Anse Sablon . on the smd const. to. the 524 decrree of North
G < latitude” - .

3. The Act’ of thls Leglsluture has been left. to 1ts opelatmn by an- 01de1 .of He1 '
Majesty 4n‘Council, -and there :seems 'no -reason to doubt that, unless the. efforts of the
Coxppany to establish- the. ;electric cable between :Cape Ray ‘and.the island. of Cape
Breton should. he. agmn ‘frustrated: by. contingencies similar to-that which occurred last
year, the_\l,me wxll be in. eﬂ‘ectwe ‘operationfroin . St. ‘John’s in  this - -colony. to Cape

. Ra.v, and . thence to' the mam lzmd of Amencu, befme the commencement of the next
winter.
;. 4. Indeed, .the mo.nagmor dn'ectors are in. expectatlon that: it. wxll be completed by
the lst of August next, 2. contract havmg ‘been entered: into w1th a London ‘house to ,
have the cable: leferl ed to Jaid- down ab then- own risk by that date. . v
( 62) S - B 4 A . 5. There
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5. There is also reason to expect that in connection with this scheme, and without

which adjunct it would indeed be comparatively valueless, direct communication by
steam between this colony and the mother country will be initiated during the present
vear.
" 6. With the details of the latter project I am not acquainted; nor am I aware
whether it will be undertaken exclusively by the persons named in the third section of
the Act of Incorporation of the Telegraph Company, who are at present, I understand,
the only sharveholders of the Company, or by other parties. Wharf premises in the
harhour of St. John’s have, however, been secured by the Company in order to provide
proper facilities for coaling the vessels employed. : :

7. Your Excellency will perceive that by the eighth clause of the Act of Incorporation
the governments of Great Britain, of the United States, and of Newfoundland, will -
have a preference in conveying messages upon the public service of those governmments
respectively ; and although the right which is thus secured to the Imperial government
wonld, no doubt, include all communications which the governments of the other
North American colonies could desire to make vii Newfoundland, yet -the opportunity
will be taken of an Act in amendment of the Incorporation Act being now before the
Legislature, to introduce a provision more specifically securing this privilege to those
colonies, so far as transit through the tervitory within the jurisdiction of this government
is concerned. }

8. Although the direct line from a port in Great Britain to the nearest harbour on
the coast of Labrador may be somewhat shorler than that to St. John’s, yet T apprehend.
that it is more exposed to danger and obstruction from ice, and at any rate the harbour
of Trepassey on our south coast, which is included in the telegraphic scheme, is rendered
free from ice by the same winds which oceasionally make the approach-to St. John’s
difficult from that canse,  With respect to fogs, it is very contidently aftirmed by those
sequainted with the question, that this island is not more subject to them than the
coast of Nova Scotia, while our shores are undoubtedly more hold and prominent, and
in that respect less dangerous to approach. :

9. Upon the whole, therefore, I hope that the magnificent provinces under your
Excellency’s more immediate government may derive every advantage from the New-
foundland line, which eould be anticipated from the suggested line along the Labrador,
while there seems to e little reason to doubt that the former will be in eftective operation
before the latter could even be commenced. .

10. With respect to that remarkable and interesting portion of the project of the.
Telegraph Company which contemplates the establishment of a subinarine cable between
Newfoundland and Ireland, it would be presumptuous to offer an opinion of the proha-
Lility of its success. The exclusive privileges of the Company do not, however, depend
apon its accornplishment, but merely upon the completion of the line across Newfound-
land and with the continent of America, within five years from the 15th April 1854,
section 14), but I have reason to believe that arrangements are in progress, and
that an agreement has been made intended to effect that object by the 220 January
1838,

I have, &c.
‘The Governor-General, (Signed) C. H. Darvina.
&e. &e.

Enclosure 2, in No. 8.

C'ory of AGREEMENT between New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph
Company with the Transatlantic Submarine Telegraph Company.

THis agreement, made this 22d day of January 1855, between the New York,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company of the first part, and the Association
called the Transatlantic Submarine Telegraph Company of the second part, represented
by John N. Brett and P. Shaffner, the Sole Acting Directors and Gérants of the Assoei- .
ation, witnesseth : ‘ A

First, that the parties of the second part agree to begin immediately, to finish, and lay -

down in working order in three years, a submarine cable sufficient for carrying telé-..

graphic messages from some part of Europe to some part of America, connecting with the
tine of the parties of the first part at or near St. John’s, Newfoundland. L
Second, The New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company agree, upon. ..
the completion and operation of the said cable, to grant to the parties of the second part
associated as aforesaid, so far as the authority of the parties of the first part extends, and-

50 long as the said submarine cable connected with Newfoundland as aforesaid is kept'in- .
good working order or repaired with due diligence, the exclusive right to'touch and‘'land:
on the coast of Newfoundland, or any other part of America to which the rights of the .
said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company may extend witha: -

after contained. o ‘ , s
Third, all messages and intelligence transmitted from Europe by or ‘through the sai
cable, shall be delivered to tlie parties of the first part at their office, in St V.

telegraphic submarine cable from any part of Europe, subject to the conditions hereili v

John’s, Ne
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foundland, and shall be by them transmitted over their line in their proper order
without unnecessary delay, and at the same rates as charged for other messages or intelli-
gence of like character. ‘

Fourth, If the partics of the second part should not connect within the period aforesaid
with the line of the parties of the first part in Newfoundland as aforesaid, and keep their
line in operation and repair, but should extend their line to some other part of the
Anierican continent or islands adjacent, or should form a connection or communication
directly or indirectly by themselves or through any other line or lines to or with the said
continent or the islands adjacent, or on the American side of the ocean, they shall pay to
the parties of the first part ninety thousand dollars annually for fifty years, or so long
as their line remains unconnected with the line of the first parties at St. John’s in half
yearly payments at the oftice of the parties of the first part in the city of New York, on
the first days of January and July, beginning on the 1st January after the completion of
the said submarine cable, on which day forty-five thousand dollars shall be paid, and the
same sum every six months thercafter at the place aforesaid, during the said fifty years.

In witness whercof, the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Com-
pany has hereto set its Corporate Seal,and the said parties of the second part have hereto
set their hands and seals the day and year first above written.

Piter CooPER,

: President. (Seal.)

Tan P. SHAFFNER, (Sesl)

Jonx N. BRETT. (Seal.)
Sigued, sealed, and delivered in presence of witness to signature of Peter Cooper

and Tal. P. Shaftner.

Sa. B. Monsk,

Frep. B. CHUNKS.
Witness to signature of Joln N, Brett.

Oto N. WALL

WortLEY DE LA MORE.

Encl, 3, in No. 8.
Enclosure 3, in No. 8.
SEcTIoN 4th of the Bili to amend the Act for the Incorporation of the New York,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company.

4. THE Governments of the British Colonies in America shall have the like privileges
with regard to the transmission of messages on the said line as are provided in the said
recited Act with respect to the government of this colony.

)

No' 9' 4 NO- 9‘

Copy of DESPATCH from Governor Danvine to the Right Hon.
H. Lasoucnere, M.P. :
(No. 32.) . Government House, St. John’s, 30th April 1856.
Sir, (Received 19th May 1856.)
Wit reference to my Despatch, No. 27, of the 19th instant, I now beg to * Page 13.

put you in possession of such further information as I have been able to obtain
since that date, in reference to the projects and proceedings of the New York
and Newfoundland Telegraph Company.

2, It appears that an engagement has been entered into by which a steam
vessel, with the Newfoundland and Cape Breton cable on board, will leave
England on the 5th June next, under heavy -penalties for delay, and proceed
direct to.the neighbourhood of Cape Ray.  After the laying of the cable shall
have been completed she will visit the port of -St. John’s in this colony, and, it
is hoped, proceed thence on her return to England on the 15th July next.

3.:The Company’s steamer “ Victoria” left the harbour of St. John’s on the
26th instant, conveying engineers and skilled workmen, who are to be landed at
convenient points upon the southern coast, for the purpose of immediately pro-
céeding with the land operations. L o o .

4. The representative of the Company at present here seems to entertain no
doubt that a message will be transmitted through to the United States in the-
month of August next. . As this confidence is shared by the gentleman
(Mr. F. N. Gisborne) who was formerly the chief engineer of the present as
well as of the original Company; is' now re-appointed to that office, and has
perfect practical acquaintance as well with the difficulties to be overcome as
with the resources at his command, I ath inclihed to think that the expectation
entertained upon this point will be realized. I |
TU(162.) o C : 5, With
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5. With reference to the views which I have alteady submitted in my
Despatch ahove veferred to on the subject of establishing direct communication
between the British Islands and St. John's, in order to ensure the fullest advan-
tage from the connection of Newfoundland by electric telegraph with the main
land of America at the carliest possible moment, I beg leave to transmit bere-
with the copy of a printed statement® drawn up by Mr. Cyrus Field, a director
and sharcholder of the Telegraph Company, to which is annexed a chart
exhibiting in geographical miles, and I believe upou competent authority, the
distance between St. John’s and various ports in Great Britain and Ireland.

6. The number of miles between St. John’s and Galway is there given as
1647. The distance to Valentia, which it will be observed is the point of
contact with Ircland assumed upon the chart for the sub-marine cable, is stated
upon the authority of Lieutenant Maury, of the United States Navy, the well-
known hydrographer, at 1640 miles.

7. If, therefore, it be true that the screw steam despatch boats lately con-
structed for Her Majesty's service average a speed of' sixteen miles an hour, as
[ perecive is affirmed in the public journals, 1t follows that the transatlantic
passage could he accomplishied by vessels of that class in about onc hundred
and three hours. In this case from all points in LKurope, Asia, and Aftica,
which may be connected by electric wire with cither of the places upon the
coast of Ireland just referred to, intelligence might be transmitted to all points
in America similarly counected with St. John'’s in this colony, in the time
stated, with no greater addition than may result from the delay occasioned by
the land wires being in possession of different companies, which circumstance
would require the re-initiation of the messages at the various points where the
respective lines commence, or from the necessity of rencwing the electric
current in cases where the wires of the same company extend through beyond
the distance which experience may prove can be safely relied upon for perfect
and thorough transmission. :

8. There cannot, I venture to think, be any doubt that the governments of
the European nations and of the United States would be found recady to con-
tribute to the support of a line of boats established for the purpose referred to,
and which, if occasionally prevented by ice from reaching the harbour of St.
John’s, would experience little difficulty in making that of Trepassey, and at
least communicating with the shore at that point.

9. Aware that Her Majesty’s Government will be fully alive to the import-
ance of the facilitics of communication thus on the eve of establishment, it is
the more necessary I should state that although the ocean cable is that part of
the undertaking upon which the New York and Newfoundland Telegraph
Company mainly rely for profitable returns, the transmitting power of that
cable being, at the rate of two shillings a word, equal to producing a revenue
of about fourteen thousand pounds a day,T vet I have good reason for believing
that so long as the New York and Newfoundland ‘l'elegraph Company are
satisfied that the "Transatlantic Company are boné fide pressing on the com-
pletion of the ocean cable with reasonable speed, they will not insist upon the
terms of the contract which requirc that it should be in actual operation in
January 1858. The date at which that cable may be available is thus ren-
dered in some degrec indefinite, and it is scarcely, I think, the language of
cxaggeration to say, that the adoption of other means for the rapid convey-
ance of messages between the European and American land wires, pending
its completion, becomes a matter of interest and importance to the -whole
civilized world. SR

10. 'The existing monopolies in transatlantic stemn mail conveyance, the
apprehension entertained of danger in approaching the coasts of Newfoundland,
a danger which I conscientiously believe to have been generally and sometimes
I fear designedly cxaggerated, may have the effect of delaying, and certainly

,

* « Statement of some of the advantages attendant ﬁpon making St.-John's, Newfoundland, &

Port of Call for Transatlantic steamers,” printed by M. Lowndes, 1482, Fenchurch S;rcep. AR

+ 3 wires, 60,000 words each, equal to - - - 180,000
Deduct for dates, signatures, and addresses - ' - 36,000, -
Leaving <. - - - < 144,000 words,
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will discourage the efforts making for the accomplishment of this object by
means of merchant steamers, with whose owners the prospects of pecuniary
profit must form an important consideration. Nor should. it fail to be borne in
mind that to give full effect to the advantages which the telegraphic connection
of Newfoundland with the American continent presents, the utmost attainable
speed and regularity in the performance of the ocean voyage arc the ends to
be held in view. These ends, I submit with much deference, are not likely to
be so completely effected by any other means as by the direct action of
Government, or by that of some stimulus applied by Government to the origi-
nationlof a scheme which should be subject to its etfectual supervision and
control, . ’

11. But even as regards the advantages which the direct communication
offers to merchant steamers, I have upon inquiry found no reason to question
the general correctness of the statements in Mr. Field’s pamphlet, with the
exception of that at Page 6, as to the infrequency with which the harbour of
St. John’s has been known to fieeze entirely over. That event happens I

believe almost every yeur, although sometimes only for a day, but it may be very =

safely asserted that it does not occur so often, nor does the harbour remain in
that state so continuously, as to prevent the arrival of vessels, even during those
months which are most unfavourable on account of the obstruction from that
cause.

12. T have before me a Customs House Return, which shows that in the
months of March and April this year, when the weather has been unusually
severe, and the access to the harbour more than ordinarily impeded, no less
than thirty-five ships have entered inwards at St. John’s from Great Britain,
Portugal, Spain, and Hamburgh, besides numerous coasting and sealing
vesscls, while in the month of May last year thirty-five vessels entered from
the same ports.§ . '

13. With respect to port charges, to which Mr. Iield adverts, I may observe
that their present rate is one shilling instead of sixpence a tou, as stated by that
gentleman, but a measure is before the Legislature by which it is proposed to
limit the total amount in the case of any onc vessel to twenty-five pounds; and
1 do not anticipate that there would be any difficulty in obtaining the exemp-
tions of steamers from both light dues and pilotage if those charges should be
represented as a grievance or as imposts to which the mail steamers are not
now exposed at Halifax,

14. The facts in favour of Su. John’s as a port of call have been clearly put,
ina speech recently delivered by Mr. Robert Prowse in the House of Assembly.
This gentleman has long been a resident in the colony, and is acquainted with
its outports and southern coast ; and-as I have taken care to ascertain that his
opinions and statements have been correctly reported, I beg leave to transmit a
copy of his remarks for your information. _ *

15. In continuation of the details respecting the occurrence of fogs, which
I furnished in my Despatch, No. 27%, I now beg to state that during the threc
months terminating to-day, it appears by the return that 112 guns only were
fired at the Fort Amberst lighthouse. This, in the least favourable point of
view, would imply the existence of fog for fifty-six hours; but in cases where
only one gun is fired, or where a greater number have not been fired continu-
ously at half hour intervals, it does not of course follow that the fog obscured
Cape Spear, the envelopment of which, as I have explained in my previous
Despatch, affords the rule for firing the fog signal, for more than a few
minutes. o | ‘ o o

16. Since I had last the honour of addressing you on this subject, the Local
Government have concluded an agreement (copy enclosed) with the Telegraph
Company, by which the Company has obtained an eligible office in the public
building wherein the supreme and other courtshold their sittings, the Governor
of Newfoundland receiving as an equivalent the right to transmit a certain
number of messages. annually, so.far as the Company’s lines extend. . This
right, if the contract :continue .in-force, would. ultimately .include the ocean
cable,-and during the present year, if -the expectations -of .the Company are
realized, wiil-extend:from St. John’s, in .this colony, to Port Hood, in Cape
Breton. N

voagyo ’ T

'f Sealers algne, in the months of April and May 1855, smounting fo 212 vessels. ~ *
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17. The necessary arrangements have been made by the New York and
Newfoundland Telegraph Company with the telegraph companics in Nova
Scotm, New Brunswick, Canada, and the United States, to ensure the trans-
mission of messages through to New York. I am informed also that the New
York and Newfoundland Company have secured a preference on those lines for
their messages over those of a merely local character.

18. In conclusion I have the honour to report that the bill for amending the
"Telegraph Incorporation Act, to which I have referred in_my previous Des-
patches on this subject, has passed through the Legislative Council, and awaits
my assent.

I have, &c.
‘The Right Hon. H. Labouchere, M.P., (Signed)  C. H. DARLING.
&c. &c. &ec.

Enclosure 1, in No. 9.

SPEECH of ROBERT Prowsk, Esquire, M.H.A,, upon the subject of Direct Steam
Communication.

I HAVE great pleasure in confirming the statement of the Honourable Colonial
Secretary. This colony must be greatly Benefitted by the enterprising energy and active
zeal of he projectors of the main telograph line across this island. which will bring us
within speaking distance as it were with the western world, and induce the line of ocean
steamers to make St. John's a port of eall.

We are as a colony chiargeable with gross negligence to our own interests in not having
placed hefore the Home Government the fac xlxt.) “with which ships of the largest tonn‘lge
may approach our shorves and enter this port ; the coast is one of the boldest and finest in
the world for shipping to make; the activity of our neighbouring colonists and others
interested in misrepresenting our 1sl.md and keeping up the old blind vulgar prejudice
against it as a land of “ fish and fog,” has only to be met by facts and faithful represen-
tations that the inshore of this island is far more free from fogs than the coast of Nova
Scotia, and certainly with less shoals or rocks to interfere with ships. The arrival and
sailing of ships from St. John’s every montii of the year plainly indicates the free ingress
and egress to our harbour,

I can speak, Sir, from the experience of « period of upwards of five and forty years’
residence in this colony, and assert, without fear of suceessful contradiction, that with the
exception of four or five oceasions, at no season of the year during my time in Newfound-
land have ships been unable to appro&ch the island coming in In the latitude of Cape -
Race, the stream . from the Guif of St. Lawrence here meeting the current from the
north-east, which prevails so strongly on this coast early in the spring, the ice trails off,
and an opening will always be found to come in with the shore from the sonth-east;
and rarely indeed is it that ships have had to go into the harbour of Trepassey to wait a
few hours of off-shore wind to enable them to come along the coast, and get into this port.

I trust, Sir, that such a representation will be made by this house, founded on facts
established beyond all question, that the people ot England “and America will get to know
better how we are situated and “ come and see.”

I would strongly recommend the Government to hold out every inducement for the
ocean steamers to call here; let them be exempt from light dues, and the pilotage be
veduced to half the nsual iare and a public wharf be built here in & central situdtion to
which they may come free of charge, in short, every possible benefit we can afford to
to give them should be freely offer ed.

-

. Enclosure 2, in No. 9.

Cory of AGREEMENT hetween Local Government and New York and Newfoundland '
Telegraph Company. -

Trs agreement, made at St. John’s, in the island of Newfoundland, this 28th day of ‘
April 1856, between the Hon. John Kent, Colonial Secretary of the said Island, forand
on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government of the one part, and Ambrose Shea, local -
manager on behalf of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Comp‘my ~
of the other part. o

Witnesseth that Her Majesty’s government of this island doth agree to let to the said-
New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company the south-east angle of the. - :
market house of this town, from the door on Church Hill to the Water Street front being

about fifty-three feet six inches by eighteen feet six inches, for a telegraph office on the"‘
conditions following : .

The Governor to have the right to send not exceeding ﬁity messages per annum of :
twenty words each, or one hundred messages of ten W01ds each, as iar as.the lines of the
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Company extend, as payment of rent, either party to have the right to cancel this agree-
ment on six months previous notice being given. "

And the said Company doth agree that the premises referred to herein to be occupied
by them for the purpose aforesaid shall be left in as good condition by the Company as
they are at present in, and all permanent partitions are to remain.

Witness our hands and seals at St. John’s aforesaid this 28th day of April 1856.

(Signed)  Jomx Kevrt. (LS.)
A. SHEA. (Ls.)
Local Manager,
Signed, sealed, aud delivered in the presence of Telegraph Company.
(Signed)  Josepu Crowby.

NO. 10. N . 10.
(No. 56.) 0

Extracr of DESPATCH from Governor Daruing to the Right Honourable
H. Lasoucnere, M.P., dated “ Government House, St. John’s, 14 June 1856.”

(Received 14 July 1856.)
(Answered by No. 75, 30th October 18506, sce helow.)

“ 1 nave the honour to transmit herewith for Her Majesty’s gracious Enclosure
allowance the authenticated transeripts of twelve Actsof the Legislature of
Newfoundland, intituled respectively as stated in the Schedule No. 1, hereunto
annexed.”

Enclosure in No. 10. Encl, 1, in No. 10.
AXNo Noxo Decivo ViCTORLE REGINZ.
(No. 205.) Cap. XII.

AN AcT to amend the “Act for the Incorporation of the New York, Newfoundland
and London Telegraph Company.”—[Passed 12th May 1856.]

WHEREAS by an Act passed in the seventeenth year of the reign of Her present Preamble.
Majesty, entitled “ An Act to incorporate a Company under the Style and Title of the
New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company,” it -was, among other Act 17th Viet.
matters therein contained, provided that the said Company should, within two years from eap. 2,
the passing of the said Act, be bound to complete a good and traversable bridle road,
eight fect wide, with bridges eight feet wide, along the line of the said intended telegraph
between St. John’s and Cape Ray, and between St. John’s and Trepassey ; and it is
expedient that the said Act should be amended in these and certain other particulars :—

Be it thercfore enacted by the Governor, Legislative Council, and Assembly in legis-
lative session convened, as follows :

1. The time for the completion of the said roads and bridges shall be extended to the Time limited for com-
last day of October, which willbe in the year Eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. g:_‘;g;:s%&{g;g:d”g

I1. Tt shall be competent for the said Company, in places in which the Governor and s1st October 1857.
Council may consider the change to be necessary, and not detrimental to the public Company, with gover-
service, to substitute flying or floating bridges or ferries, sufficient for the passage of 297 S ssheion may
cattle and carriages, for the permanent bridges required by the said Act: Provided that yrigges or forries. for
such bridges and ferries shall be constructed and maintained in such manner as the bridges required by
Governor in Council may consider efficient for the purposes for which they may be aforesaid Act.
respectively designed. ‘ .7, Troviso,

1IL In case any shareholder of, or a subseriber to, the said Company shall not pay Gompany may seii
the instalments or payments from time to time falling due on his shares, pursuant to the shares, if instalments
provisions of the said recited Act, it shall be competent for the directors, after one g;‘l!’d“;‘p‘he samne be not
month’s written notice to the party in default, to sell such shares by private sale or public )
auction, and to pay so much of the proceeds thereof as may be necessary in discharge of ‘
the amount due on such shares, and to pay the surplus (if any) to the original proprietor R
of said shares. . , o ‘ L -

IV..The governments of the British colonies in America shall have the like privileges, priviloges to Govern-
with regard to the transmission of messages on the said line, as are provided in the said ments of British_
recited Act with respect to the government of this colony. American ¢°]°mfs‘

-

| S No.ll ..
Copy of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. H. Lasovcuere, M.P.,.
o R to Governor DARLING: - - .o
(No.75.) - = oo '

S, - oo 0w Downing Street, 30th October 1856, 0 ¢
- I nave received and had under my consideration twenty-two Acts passed Nos, 19510 203. -
by the Legislature of Newfoundland in the:month of May last, and transmitted - 20to212..
to me in your despatches noted in the margin, =~ - -7 0 oo o SRPTRT
(162, ' ' - c3 ‘ .. .:..These " .




No. 36, 14 June 1856,
w 87, T dualy
w 98 7Tduly
w 6L, 9Jduly .

No. 12.

ncloswis

Enel. in No. 12.

No. 13.

( 22 )

These Acts having been referred by the Queen in Council to the Lords of the
Committee of Prlvy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Com-
mittec_have reported to Her Majesty in Council their opinion that the said
Acts shouid be left to their operation’; and I have the honour to transmit to
you herewith an Order of' Her Majesty in Council, dated the 22d instant,
approving that report.

I have, &c.
Governor Darling, (Signed)  H. LABOUCHERE.

&e. & | -

o 12,
Cory of DESPATCH from Governor Darling to the Right Honoulable
'H. Lasoucure, M.D.

(No. 95.) Government House, St. John's,
14th November 1856.
Sir, (Received 2d December 1856.)

. I uave the honour to enclose the copy of « message which I received
vesterday by clectric telegraph from, the President of the New York,
\c“ioundland, and London Telegr aph Company, dated at New York.

2. The communication by electric telegraph between this place (St. John's)
and the principal towns of the British North American Colonies and the United
States is now ecstablished. T understand, howcver, that the battery power .
upon the line through Newfoundland is at present too weak for the efficient
performance even of ‘the intercolonial w ork, but that steps will bc taken for the
immediate remedy of this deficiency.

I bave, &ec.
Right Honourable H. Labouchere, M.P.. (Signed)  C.-H. DARLING
&e. - &c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 12,

CoPY of a MEssaGE by Electric Telegraph from New York to St. John's, Newfoundland ’
addressed hy Mr. Peter Cooper, President of Telegraph Company, to Govemor'
Darling. -

SIR, ‘

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency my LOllgl&tlﬂclthll upou the‘
completion of the line of communication between New York and St. John’s, and .in
this first Despatch couvey to you the gratifying assurance received from England by the - -
last steamer that the transatlantic cable will be laid next summer. .

I have, &e. U F A
His Excellency Govemm Darling, (Signed) Perer CoOPER. ., -
&e. &e. &e. ' : '
No. 13.
(No. 33.)

E\mmcr of DESPATCH from Governor DARLING to the nght Honourable‘
H. Lasoucnerg, M.P., datcd “ Government House, St. John’s, 31st March 1857 »

~ (Recelved 21st April 1857, D
(Answered, No. 3, 20th July, 1857, page. 24.)

I mave the honour to transmit herewith for’ Her Majesty’s gracious
allowance authenticated transcripts -6f the following Acts which were passed'
during the recent session of the Colonial Legislature, viz.,

“ Cap 1. An Act further to amend an Act passed in the seventeenth year of
Her Majesty’s reign, entitled, * An Act to incorporate a Company under. the:
Style and Title of the New York, Newfoundl'md and London Telegrap
Company.’” o e R U O




I]nclosme in No. ] S "‘}‘Bncl..ian. 13,

ANNO VIORSINO VICTORIE chl\m
Car. L
AN Acr further to amend an Act passed in the Seventeenth Year of Her Majesty’s ‘
Rein'n, entitled “ An Act to .incorporate a Compuny under the Style and Title of the
“ New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Comp:mv -——[Passed 3d March
1857.]

WieRreas the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telem aph Comp'm) ha\e Preamble.
applied to the Legislature of this Colony to ‘amend. the Act passed in the seventeenth
vear of Her present Majesty’s reign, entitled “ An Act to incorporate a Company under
the Style and Title of the New Yox]\, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company ;”
and it is deemed advisable to grant the application:

Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Legislative Council, and ‘Xs&embly of
Newfoundland, in lemslatwe session convened, as follows :— , S

I. The said New Yoﬂ\, Newfoundiand, and London Telecrmph Comp'my nny, by Power to join ..
resolutions of their board of directors, certified under their corporate.seal, give to transatlantic sub-
the Atlantic Telegraph Company Limited, constituted in England under the Provisions marinc electric
of an Act of the Imperial Parlinment, entitled “The Joint Stock Companies’ Act, 1856,” telegraph cable to
the consent of the New York, Newfoundl'md and London Telegraph Company, that the the "}’fl‘mc tele-
said Atlantic Telegraph Compa.ny Limited may extend their submarine cable to and. touch :ﬁ:‘é’u 1:“31 pa§sxng
and enter upon ihis island with such restrictions and upon such terms and conditions zsmndgto t}i cotie:
as may be agrced on between the said two Companies, and, upon such consent and ginent of America.
subject to such restrictions, terms, ‘and conditions, the cubmarme cable of the said
Atlantic Telegraph Company Limited may be’ extended to this island, and-brought into
the joint station of the said two Companies, and when so e\tended shall be deemed
in law to have been made in compliance with the provisions of the said Act mcorporatmg
the New York, Newfoundland, and  London Telegraph Company, and to be an extension
of their telemaph line to Lurope, to the same extent and with the same effect as if
such submarine cable were established, constructed, and worked by the said New York,

Newfoundland, and London Telefrmph Company, which said Company shall thereupon
be deemed to have. actually established a connexion across the Atlantic ocean by means
of a submarine cable or -wire from this island ; and all rights, privileges, benefits, and
advantages which the said-New York, \ewfoundhnd and London Telegmph Company
would have had if they had estabhshed constructed,  and worked a line of telegraph
between this island and Ireland, they shall be entitled to Lave and enjoy 'upon the
laying down of the submarine cable of the said At]:mntxc Telefrmph Company Limited;
between this.island and Ireland or England. L

IL Tt shall be lawful for the New York, ‘\Iewfoundland and London Telecrraph Consohdatlon of
Company, by resolution of the stockholders, or a majority of them. in interest, to the New York,’
effect a consolidation of the, said Company with the said Atlantic Telegraph' Compuny Newfoundland,and,
Limited, upon such terms and conditions, and under such corporate name, as may be London Telegraph
agreed upon between the said companies; and upon such consolidation being: cffected, Company, with the
there shall be thenceforward one consolidated Company, into which the said New: York,. Atl‘“ﬁt‘cc Tele-
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company shall be merged ;; and such consolidated. £75° ompany
Company sholl have all the rights, powers, and privileges “which the said New Yo rk, Pow 4 pri-
Newfoundlend, and: London Telegraph Company now have, or can ‘have, under. its ‘3;1? :f? u}:xso-
charter ‘or Act of Incorporation, and the Acts amending the same, tocret,hel with such lidated Company.
other powers, rights, and privileges, as may be given to T by or under any Act of 't
Imperial Parliament.

IIT. In case the said Aflantic Telewmph Company lelted shall procure their Application of this-
incorporation in that or any other name by an Act of the Imperial Parliament (orin Act to Atlanfic
case any other Company shall hereafter be formed, with which the said New. York, Telegraph Com-
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company shall enter into an agreement smnlzu pany incorporated
in ‘terms to’ that: above mentloned) such other Corporation or Oompzmy shall'sténd in. —or to any other
the place of the: said Atlantic -Telegraph. Company : Limited, in: respect to every power such Company.
or authority hereby given ; and. this Act shall be deemed to apply -thereto in. the place ‘
and stead of the said Atlantic Telegraph’ Company ] lelted . IR

iv. Nothmg in"this Aet contuined shall affect’: any lien,; clzum, ngbt tltle, mterest Reservatxon of"
or privilege seciired'to the Tmperial Government, or to the governients of Ni ewfound— rights’secured: by i
land ‘and of the' other North American colonies, a.nd of- the United - States ‘respectively; Inw to the Im-
under the ‘provisions of -the ‘said first retited ‘Act, or-'of - any 'Aet in‘amendment of the: perial, Colonial,
same ; and such lien, claim, right, title, interest, and- privilege'. shall :exist -and i/be-in ‘é‘d American
force with respect to any new lines or cables that may be estoblished by the said compa- ~CVernments.
nies, or either of them, in ‘this' 1sland ‘and between this xsland a:nd the contmenb of
America. "~

V. The shares u.nd estat.es, stock aud mterest of the saxd New York N ewfoundland Shares, R of
and London’ - Telegraph+ Company :in the stoek and..property’ of “any’ Compaiy: with Consolidated or -
which said Company shall unite or-into which:it -shail’ merge, and ‘the. property of the Incorporated Com.
saxd ‘consolidated Company An this. colony and: ibetweenwthxs colony a,nél th' continent, of pany to be ]‘%ble .

(162')4"4"-;:51\;. i ,:‘;‘:‘qv. i 'N’L j;“.:,mC 4 rhuin S I Y *Amel'l(,‘&’ for debts Of ev.
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Americn, shall be, inall respects, subject and liable to the debts, obligations, and liabilities
of the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company, in like manner
as the property of the last-mentioned Company is now liable to such debts, liabilities,
and obligations aforesaid. ‘

VI. if any person shall wilfully and maliciously throw down, destroy, damage, or
injure any post, wire, insulator, eable, line, building, erection, apparatus, machinery,
or othier works, or obstruct the opembion of any line of the said New York, Newfound-
land, and London Telegraph Company, or of the said Atlantic Telefrmbh Company
Limited, after such consolidation and wmerger as aforesaid, or of any “other Compsany
with or into which the said New York, I\ewfoundland, and London .lelerfr'lph Company
shall at any time unite or merge under the provisions of their Act, such person shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall, upon conviction beforc any court of record, be
punished with fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court; and, upon
conviction in a summary manner before one or more justices of the peace, shall be
punished by fine not exceeding five pounda, or by unpusonment not e\ceeumo' one

calendar montn, at the discretion of such justice or justices.

VII. It shall be lawiul for any servant or officer of the said New York, Newfoundland,
and London Telegraph Company, or for any other person who may witness the commis-
sion of any such offence aforesaid, forthwith to apprehend the offender, and take him
before a justice of the peace, to be by him held to bail to answer for such offence,
either before a court of record, or before one or more justices, as the said justice may
determine.

VIIT. Al such fines as aforesaid shall be paid, one half to the party who shall
prosecute for the same, and the other half to the receiver-general for the use of ‘the
colony ; and no conviction that may be had before one or more justices shall be quashed
for want of form, provided sufficient shall appear in such conviction to warrant the same
upon the merits.

IX. If any action shall be instituted against any person on .1ccount; of any such
apprehension as aforesaid, the defendant therein may plead the yeneral issue, and give the
special matter in evidence. :

No. 14.

Com of DESPATCH from the Right Honourable H. L»\noucxmm:, M.P,
Governor Sit ALEX. BANNERMAX.

(No. 3.)
Sir, Downing Strcet, 20th July 1857,

I 1ave received and have had under my consideration an Act passed by
the Legislature of Newfoundland in the month of March last, and tr 'msnntted
to me in your Despatch noted in the margin.

I have reported to Her Majesty in Council my opinion that the said Act
should be left to its operation; and I have the honour to transmit to you.
herewith an Order of Her Majesty in Council, dated the 16th mstant
approving that Report. >

I have, &c.
Governor Sir A. Bannermun, ( Signed)  H. LABOUCHERE -
&e.  &e. '

No. 15.
(No. 4.)

Extracr of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. H. LasoucHEre to Governor‘
Sir ALEx. BANNERMAN, dated ¢ Downing Street, 22d January 1858.”

« I transMit for your information and guidance a copy of a letter ddressed»f%.
to this department, by desire of the Lords of the Committee of Priv 'y Councd*;fﬁ
for Trade, containing their Lordships views on the line of policy which it
would be advisable for the Newfoundland Government to adopt respecting the
existing legislation of the island as regards the New York and Newfoundland
Telegtaph Company.” .

~ Enclosure in No. 15.

Exwuc'r of LEPTER from J. Boom Esq. to H. MERIVALE, Esq, dated « thtehall,.;
~ + 11th January 1858.” = - :

My Lords direct me to observe that, having: al.remly on; many former ogca.qlo

explessed their opinion that the granting to teleormph companies of the excluﬁlv

>
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to lay wires in any of Her Majesty’s colonies is most injurious to imperial interests, my
Lords are unable to do more on the present occasion than to suggest that no opportunity
should be lost that may present itself to the Colonial Government of putting an end to
tho monopoly of laying telegraphic wires in Newfoundland and its deperidencies, which
has been granted to the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company, a
monopoly which appears to my Lor ds not less injurious to the interests of the colony than
it is to those of this country.

My Lords would also suggest that, in all Acts authorizing the laying of telegraphic
wires in Her Majesty's colonial possessions, security should, so far as practicable,
be taken for the construction within a limited time of the authorized lines, and for their
constant maintenance in good working order ; and if the Colonial Government have still
power to make stlpulmt,lons in the present case, the New York, Newfoundland, and
London Company should be required to give security for this purpose, or it should be
stipulated that in the event of the Company failing to construct, or when constructed to
maintain, the line, all the exclusive privileges and powers of the Company in respect of
that line should cease.

‘My Lords would further suggest that it is deserving of consideration whether it would
not be expedient that, in all Acts conferring upon telegraph companies the power of
laying down telegraph wires in Her Majesty’s colomes provisions should be inserted for
- securing to the Government the right of taking temporary possession of the line in cases
of public emergency, and for securing to the Government and the public the use of the
wires of the Company upon terms similar to those which have been imposed on telegraph
companies-in this country by the Acts or charters by which those companies are incor- 14 & 15 Viet,
porated. A copy of one of the Acts in which the usual clauses for this- purpose are con- cap. 135.
tained is sent herewith.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

No. 16. o — No. 16.

Copy of DESPATCH from Lleut -Governor Davy to the
Right Hon. Sir Georce GzEy. :

Government House, Prince Edward Island

(No. 32.) ~ 15th July 1854. ,
(Recewed lst August 1854.)
Str, | (Answered, No. 75, 24th October 1854, p. 27 S

I uave the honour to transmit herewith six prmted copies of cach of the __ Enclosure.
seventeen Acts passed in the last Session of the Legislature of this island, a
schedule of whlch I have the honour to enclose.
: ‘ 1 have &,
(Signed) - D. DALY
The Rurht Hon. Slr George Grey, Bart. " .
: ccc. &e.  &c.

. L N Enclosure'in No ':16 - f;"' N " Enel. in No. 16.
(No 894) IR CAP lV o S _

AN ACT gmntmg certa,m Puvdeges o the New Xork Newfoundland and London
: Teleormph Compa.ny -—[Passed 10th. Ma.y 1854] JERTI .

“WHEREAS the Legxslature of Newfoundland has’ 1ncorpomted mpany, under the
style and title of the * New Yorlk; Newfoundland and London Telegraph. Company, for
the purpose, among others, of estabhshmo' a line of. telecrmphc communication between
America ‘and Europe by way: ( of N ewfoundland, ‘'and ‘whereas it is expedient for the Legis-
lature of this island to- encourage tbe smd undertakmg Be it th efore enacted by the;
Governor, Council, and. Assembly, - : - o -

1.  That the « New York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph. Compa.ny, a corpora-l -
 tion created by the Legxslature of Newfoundland' shall Aha.ve ‘the nght ‘to ‘Hold lands,’

(162)
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tenements, hereditaments, goods, .chattels, and things in action in this island and.its
dependencies, and to use and dispose of the same, and to do all other acts and things
within the scope of the Act of Incorporation of the said Company, or for the purposes.
contemplated by it, in the same manner and to the same extent as the said Company
may do the same in Newfoundland, or as if it were incorporated by the Legislature of
this island. '

TI. The said Corporation may establish, construct, purchase, hire, keep in order and
work any line or lines of magnetic, electric, or other telegraph or means of telegraphic
communication in any part of this island or its dependencies, or places under its juris-
diction, or between any two or more points therein, or between any point or points
therein and any other island, province; country, or place in or near the continent of
America, or in or near the continent of Europe, orin the Atlantic ocean; and during the
existence of the said corporation, no other person or persons, body .or bodies, politic or
corporate, shall be permitted to extend, to enter upon, or touch any parv of thisisland or
the const thereof, or of the islands or places within the jurisdiction of the Government of
this island, with any telegraphic cable, wire, or other means of telegraphic communication
from any other province, state, country, or place whatsoever beyond the continent of
America. : -

I11. So soon as the electric telegraph shall have been completed between Cape Traverse
and Cape East, and connected therewith by submarine cables with New. Brunswick and
Newfoundland, it shall and may be lawful for the Governor. or Administrator of the
Government to issue grants under the Gireat Seal of thisisland to the said corporation for
one thousand acres of unoccupied land on township number fifty-five,: subject never-
theless to the usual taxation attendant upon the possession of wild lands in this island;
and the right of the public to construct any road in and over the said land, or any part
thereof as to the Governor or Administrator of the Government, with the advice of the
Executive Council, may seem just and reasonable. '

IV, The Company may erect or maintain their said lines of telegraph along the side
of or across any public highways, bridges, watercourses, or other such places, provided
they do not interfere with the public right of travelling thereon; and may enter.upon
any lands or places, and survey and set off’ such parts thereof as may be necessary for the
said lines of telegraph, and may take from any part of the ungranted and unoccupied
crown lands of this colony any posts or building materials necessary to make or repair
the lines, or any buildings in counection therewith ; and in case of disagreement between
the Company and any owner or occupier of lands which the Company may take for the
purposes aforesaid, or in respect to any damage done to the same by constructing the
lines through or upon the same, the Company and such owner or occupier, as the case
may be, shall each choose an arbitrator, which two arbitrators shall choose a third, and
the decision (on the matter in difference) of any two of them in writing shall be final;
and if the said owner or occupier, or the agent- of the said Company, shall neglect or
refuse to choose an arbitrator within four days after notice in writing to him from the
opposite party, or if such two arbitrators, when duly chosen and appointed, shall disagree
in the choice of a third arbitrator, in any such case it shall be lawful for the Colonial
Secretary for the time being to nominate any such arbitrator, or such third arbitrator, as
the case may be, who shall possess the same power as if chosen in manner above
provided. ‘ -

V. The Government of Great Britain, of the United States, of Newfoundland, and of this
island shall respectively have, at all ‘times, a preference over all persons of conveying
messages upon the said lines of telegraph relating to-the public services of these Govern-
ments respectively; and the rate of charges therefor shall not exceed the charges made
to private individuals; and the said Company shall at all times transmit the messages
of private parties without preference or delay. ‘ -

VI. Any person wilfully interrupting the free use by the said Company, of any
telegraph line established or used by it, or any works connected therewith, shall be:
subject to a penalty of not less than ten pounds, nor more than one hundred pounds, to
be recovered by any person inforniing snd suing for ‘the samé in a summary way before
one or more justices of the peace, and to be levied by a warrant of distress and sale of
- the offender’s goods and chattels ; one half of such penalty shall go to the party suing
for the same, and the other half to be paid to the treasurer of the island. for the use
thereof ; and in default of goods and chattels to satisfy such warrant. every such offender
~ shall be committed to gaol by sueh justice or justices for any. period not. exceeding one
bundred days; and if any person shall wilfully or maliciously: obstruct or: damage any
such telegraph line, works, buildings,: machinery, or other property connected therewith,
he shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and ghall be punished by imprisonment for a period
not exceeding one year, and by a fine not exceeding two hundred pounds; and every.
operator, agent, or servant of the said Company, employed in the transmission or delivery-
of intellizence or messages, shall, before he enters on the duties of his office, make oath
before a judge or justice of the peace that he will not wilfully divulge the contents of
any message transmitted by the'said Company, or left with any of its operators, agents,
or servants for transmission or.delivery ; and every person violating the said oath shall
be adjudged guilty of misdemeanor, and punished by imprisonment for a period not
exceeding one year, and by & fine'not exceeding two hundred pounds.

] ‘ VIL All
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: VIL:All wires and materials required for constructing; 1epa1rmg, or ‘working " ‘the main
or branch lines ‘of telegraph, or for connecting ‘them; or any of them, vnth any other»
island, province, or country, shall and may be imported free of duty A ‘

VIIL The Act passed in the sixteenth:year of Her Majesty’s reign, mtltuled “An
Act to incorporate the Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island Electric ‘Telegraph
Company,” is hereby repealed, no legal organization having been perfected in pursuance
thereof ; and all the telegraph lines, wires, posts, insulators, cables, and other property
in Prince Edward Tsland, and in the waters between the said island and New Brunswick,
which have been constructed laid, purchased, oracquired in the name of the said Company,
or under colour of the said Act, or which- belonged to the late « Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island Electric Telegrapli Company,” having been sold, transferred, and conveyed
to the said “New -York, Newfoundland, and London Teleglaph Compzmy, are hereby
vested in the said « New York; Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company,” ‘which
shall henceforth be seised and possessed of and entitled to.all of the said telegraph
lines, wires, posts, insulators, cables; and other property, and may hold, use, and dispose
of the same, in the same manner and with the same effect as if the said © New York,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Compa.ny had built and constructed the same
after the passage of this Act, subject, howeyer; to_such judgments as are now on record
against the “ Newfoundland and Prince: Edward Island Electric Telegraph Company” in
this island.

IX. This Act shall be deemed and taken to be a Public Act, and shall’ beJudlcla,lly
noticed as a Public Act without being’ 8pecmlly pleaded.

No 17,

_ Copy of DESPATCH from the nght Hon, Sir GEorcE GREY to
Lieut.-Governor Sir D. Davy.
(No. 75.) : ' ‘ No. 17.
S, Downing Street, 24th: October 1854.
- 1 HAvE received and had under my consideration fifteen Acts passed by
the Leglclature of Prince Edward Island in the month of May last, and trans-
mitted to.me in your despatches noted in the margin.
These Acts having been referred by the Queen in Council to the Lords of ggg ¢o 908 (exoept
the Committee of Privy, Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, that Com- 897).
mittee have reported to Her Majesty in Council their- opinion that the said No. 32 & 33 of
Acts should be left to their operation, and I have the honour to transmit to 15th and 26tk July
you herewith ari Order of Her Majesty in Council dated the 18th instant 185
approving that. report.
. N , 1 have, &c.
Lieut.-Governor. Sir D., Daly. (Slgned) G. GREY.
&c. & &ec:.

No. 18.

Extract of DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir D. Dary to the  No..18.
Right Hon. H. Lasoucuere, M.P., dated ¢ Government House, Prince
Edward Island, 29th June 1857.”

(No.32.) (Received 13th July 1857.)
(Answered, No. 25, 31st August 1857, page 28.)
“Y wave the honour of transmitting to you herewith three authenticated
copies of each of eight Acts passed in the last Session of the Legislature of this
island, schedule of which I have the hongur to enclose.” B

Enclosure in No. 18. Encl. in No. 18,

AN Acr granting a Yearly Sum to the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph
Company.—{Passed 15th April 1857.]

Bz it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly as follows :—
1. So long during the term of ten years, from and after the passing of this Act, as the ooy, per annum
sid New York, Newfoundland: and London. Telegraph Company shall maintain a regular for 10 years
(162,) D2 telegraphic
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telegraphic communication between this island and the continent of America and
Newfoundland, and shall likewise during the said period, at the cost and charges of the
said Company, build, erect, and maintain telegraph offices and stations at either end of
the electric cable connecting thisisland with the continent of America and Newfoundland,
that is to say, at Capes Traverse and Tormentine respectively, and shall likewise provide
and maintain operators at the said stations, {for the purpose of transmitting intelligence
from and to this island, and to the post oftice in Charlotte Town, at the same rate or
charges as at present received by the said Company for the transmission of messages,
there shall be paid to the said Company, from the public treasury of thisisland yearly and
every year during the said period of ten years, the sum of three hundred pounds of
Jawful current money of this island in equal half yearly payments, for which sum the
Lieutenant Governor or other administrator of the government for the time being, shall
draw warrants in favour of the said Company on the treasurer of this island in the
usual manner.

No. 19.

Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. H. Lasoucuere, M.P., to
Governor Sir D. Davy.

N o. 25.)

Six, . Downing Street, 31st August 1857.

I uave received and have had under my consideration eight Acts, passed
by the Legislature of Prince Edward Island in the month of April last, and
transmitted to me in your Despatch, noted in the margin.

I have reported to Her Majesty in Council my opinion that the said Acts
should be left to their operation, and I have the honour to transmit to you
herewith an Order of Her Majesty in Council, dated the 27th instant, approving
that report. : '

I have, &c.
Lieut.-Governor Daly, (Signed) H. LABOUCHERE.
&c. &ec.

NEW BRUNSWICK.
No.20.

. Cory of DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor the Hon’. J. H. T. MannERs
SutToN, to the Right Hon. H. Lasoucuere, M.P.

Government House, I*‘red%ricton,1 New Brunswick,
. ~ 6th July 1857.
(No. 3.) (Received 27th July 1957.) 57
Str, (Answered, No, 54, 28th September 1857, p. 30.)

I uave the honour to transmit to you the copy of a petition addressed to
the House of Assembly of this Province by the New York, Newfoundland, and
London Telegraph Company, praying for the grant of some pecuniary assist-
ance or exclusive privileges. S

You will observe that in the Draft Bill, a copy of which is annexed to the
petition, no pecuniary aid is granted, but the first clause of this Bill would, if
it became an Act, confer on the New York, Newfoundland, and London

~ Endos— Telegraph Company the exclusive privilege for twenty-five years of entering

upon or touching any part of the coast of this Province with any means of
telegraphic communication' from any other place beyond the continent of
America. ' |

The petition was not, I believe, presented to the House of Assembly during
the rccent Session. I do not, however, myself entertain any doubt that a
similar petition will be presented to the Assembly next year; and as the prayer
of the petition, so far as it refers to the grant of exclusive privileges, involves a
principle of great and general importance, I think it right to bring the matter
before you for such instructions or observations as you may deem requisite.
' - Thave, &c.

(Signed) J. H. T. MANNERS SUTTON.
Right Hoen. H. Labouchere, M.P.,
& & &e

Enclosure 1,
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‘ Enclosure 1, in No. 20. -
To the Honourable the House of Assembly of the Province of New Brunswick
in General Assembly convened.

THE. petition of the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company
humbly sheweth,—

That your petitioners have, during the past three years, ab a very heavy outlav esta~
blished telegraphic communication with Prince Edward Island and the east coast of New-
foundlaud, with the view of eventually connecting Europe and Awmerica by a submarine
telegraph ‘eable across the Atlantic Ocean. 'That for the purpose of more effectually
carrying out this project, your petitioners have associated themselves with a company
duly incorporated in England under the name of the Atlantic Telegraph Company ; and
that the cable to unite the two continents is now being constructed at a very heavy cost,
and will be submerged at the earliest practicable period. -

That for the encoumgement of an enterprise in which, at the hazard of enormous cost,
a scientific experiment so novel, so grand, and of such vast importance to the whole
civilized world is about to be tested the-said Companies have received from the Govern-
ments of Great Britain and of the Umted States, as well as from those of Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island, patronage and aid, in the form either of exclu-
sive- pnvlleges or of subsidies, conditional on the *egulcu- maintenance of tele«rephm
communication, as well as of the successful accomplishment of the undertaking. That
without such encouragement it would be rash for parties to embark in an enterprise in
which they peril the sudden loss of their whole capital, and in order to achieve success
may be compelled to expend double or treble the amonnt of it, and still be subject to the
peculiar hazards of such an undertaking.

That with a view to the more effective and unobstructed transmission of European -

intelligence, your petitioners intend to submerge a cable, in continuation of the Atlantic
telegraphic cable, direct. from Trinity Bay, in Newfoundland to the most eligible point in
Novu Scotia, zmd thence by the most direct route to the Umted States, either by an
overland or subterrene line through that province, and a submarine cable across the
Bay of Fundy, either to the shore of this province or to that of the state of Maine,
where your petitioners already possess exclusive privileges. That upon receiving adequate
encouragement from the legislature of this province, your petitioners will undertake to
conduct the said line of telegraphic communication to and through this province, thus
naking it, in all time coming, the great highway of telegraplic intelligence between the
old and new world, They will also undertake to promulgate on the most favoured
terms to the press and people of this province all public. and political news simultaneously
w1th the further transmission of the same, |

On the vast benefit to the government and people of this provmce of telerrmplnc com-
mumc&tlon with the United Kmrrdom it is needless to dwell, and your petitioners enter-
tain no doubt that the leo'lslatme of New Brunswick, in accordance with the spirit of
progress .which amn:nt.es her councils, will recognize’ the pohcy as, well as Justlce of
affording due encouragement to this great undertakmv '

Your petitioners therefore lmmbly pray that your “honourable house vull be pleased
to grant them such pecuniary encouragement as to your honourable house may seem meet,

Enel. 1, in No. 20,

or in lieu thereof, the exclusive pnvﬂerre of landing telegraphic wires or cables from.

Europe on the shmeq of this province for such period of yearsas will in some measure
compensate your petitioners and the said Atlantic Telegraph Company for so costly and
hazardous an undertaking, together with such other powers and. privileges. as may be
necessary for their, purposes, and as to your honourable house Iay seem expedient; and
as in duty-bound they will ever prey, &e..
For and on behalf of the New York, Newfoundland ‘and‘London’ Telegraph Company
) , (Smned) M ARCHIBALD

‘ 25th June 18.)7

“;.‘Ei’ .

Enclosure 2 in N o. 20

A. BILL to encourage Teleo-raphxc Communicatioh between tlus Prownce and the
United Kingdom. -

WaEREAS the New Yoik; Newfoundland; and~Tondon Telegraph Company, incor-
porated by . the leo'lslature of. Newfoundland have associated themselves. with the
Atlantic Telegraph. Compzmy, duly incorporated in England, for the purpose of establish-
ing complete telegraphic communication between Europe and America by way of New-
foundlcmd ‘and 3 whereas 'the’ establishment “of - telegraphm ‘communiéation ‘between this

province and the Uiited’ Kungdom will be'of gredt-sérvice:to the government and people -

of New Brunswick, and it is expedient to encourage the said undertaking : | -
Be'it’therefore enacted by the Governor, ! Conncll and ‘Assembly as follows i

0o ~ Encl. 2,in No. 20.

I That for,and ‘during the term;of twenty-ﬁve years from and’ after the tlme when :

‘the said New York Newfoundlzmd, .and, London, Teleomph Company slm,ll have esta- .

,bhshed with:or, mthout the aid of the said Atlantic Telegraph Company, or.of any other
associated line or hnes, a telegrapluc communication between this’ provmce end the United

,Ismgdom, and s so Ionfr dunncr the smd penoc%) of - twenty-ﬁve years as’the said’ telegraphlc S
R D3 - , L com-”‘}'\ ‘
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Encl. 3, in No. 20,

No. 21.

* Page 28,
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communication shall be regularly maintained by the said Company in manner above
mentioned ; and all matters passing thereon to or from the United States be transmitted
through this province on the lines of some or one of the telegraph companies now or
hereafter to be established within this province, no person or persons, or body or bodies
politic or corporate, other than the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph
Company shall be permitted to extend to, enter upon, or touch any part of the coasts of
this provinee or of the islands under the jurisdiction of the same with any telegraphic
cable, wire, or other means of telegraphic communication from any other state, country,
island, or place beyond the continent of America; provided, however, that this Act shiall
be void unless the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company shall
establish such telegraphic communication between this province and the United Kingdom
in manner above mentioned within three years from the passing of this Act; and pro-
vided further, that in case such telegraphic communication with the United Kingdom
shall be and continue interrupted, at any one time for the period of one year, and due
diligence shall not, in the judgment of the government of this province, be used to restore
the same, the privileges hereby granted shall henceforth cease and determine; and pro-
vided also that the province shall at all times have a preference in point of time in. the
transmission of any intelligence relative to the public service, to or from any station in
this province ; and all public and political news shall be promulgated to the press and
people of this province, on the most favoured terms. simultaneously with the further
transmission of the same.

Enclosure 3, in No. 20.

MEMORANDUM.

THE Newfoundland and Atlantic Companies acting in union, their respective charters
permit their consolidation, which will shortly take place.

Newfoundland has granted, for the encouragement of the enterprise, exclusive privileges
of landing cables from any part of the world for fifty years. o

A concession of fifty square miles of land.

Interest guaranteed for twenty years on fifty thousand pounds sterling of the bonds
of the company. ‘ o

A grant of five thousand pounds sterling in money, in aid of the road along the land
line, with a remission of duties on materials imported. .

Prince Edward Island has granted exclusive privileges for fifty years, 1,000 acres
of land, and three hundred pounds currency per annum for ten years towards the
encouragement of the submarine cable between New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island. ' '

Nova Scotia has granted exclusive privileges of landing cables or wires from Europe
on that province and its dependencies for twenty-five years. A similar privilege from
New Brunswick, though obviously very much less beneficial, is now asked from New
Brunswick. _ , K

(Circumstances may render it necessary and desirable to bring the continuation of the
Atlantic cable to New Brunswick by way of Prince Edward Island, or by a submarine
cable across the Bay of Fundy, instead of by a land route, and with a view to ulterior
arrangements it is important to know at the earliest period what encouragement this
province will give to the enterprise. = - ‘

*The privilege asked does not exclude the landing of ‘cables from any other province or
state in America, or any land connection with any other cable from Europe, if there ever
should be one. It secures merely to the companies who have hazarded so much in this
enterprise the exclusive right to land a cable from Europe on the shore of New Brunswick
if it shall ever find it practicable or useful to do so.

The English and American Governments reserve to themselves the right to fix the tolls.
of the Atlantic cable.

The privilege asked will cease on interruption for one year of communication.

No. 21.

Cory of DESPATCH. from the Right Hon. H. LasoucHere to
Lieut.-Governor the Hon. J. H. T. MannNers Surron.
(No. 54.)

Sig, , Downing Street, 28th September 1857.

I nave to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 3,* of the 6th ultimo, trans-
mitting copy of a. petition from the New York, Newfoundland, and London.
Telegraph Company to the Assembly of New Brunswick, praying for the grant.
of pecuniary assistance and exclusive privileges. The
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The question of granting pecuniary assistance is of course one for the exclu-
sive consideration of the Assembly. ‘

But I regard the grant of exclusive privileges to a Telegraph Company as
highly objectionable in principle, nor has it been made at all clear to me, if it
is even distinctly alleged, that to refuse such a grant would have the effect of
frustrating the establishment of telegraphic. intercourse in the colonies. I do
not disregard the circumstance that exclusive privileges of this description have
been granted by the Legislatures of Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island
(with regard to Nova Scotia I have no official information), and this without
the disapproval of Her Majesty’s Government.: I regret that sufficient fore-
thought was not, in my opinion, used when measures so open to question
were allowed to pass without objection. But I cannot regard the course then
followed as a precedent binding on myself, when the very questionable nature
of the legislation sought for is fully brought to my knowledge.

I feel therefore bound to express to you the strong objections that I enter-
tain to a law giving exclusive privileges to any Telegraph Company, and if
such a law should be passed by the Assembly and Legislative Council of New
Brunswick, I have to instruct you to require the insertion in any such Bill of a
suspending clause. '

I have, &c.
(Signed)  H. LABOUCHERE.
Lieut.-Governor J. H. . Manners Sutton,
&ec. &c. &e.’ '

NOVA SCOTIA.

No. 22, No. 22.

Extracr of DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor. Sir J. G. Lt MarcHaNT
to the Right Hon. H. Lasoucsere, M.P., dated * Government House,
Halifax, N.S., 22d October 1857.”

(Received 2d November 1857.)
(No. 65.) (Answered, No. 4, 18th January 1858, page 33.)

“ I nave the honour to transmit for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government, six copies of the Acts passed in the Jast session of the Legislature, 5~
two of which are certified under the Great Seal of the Province, together with %ﬁ‘\
the Report of the Attorney General.”

Enclosure 1.

Enclosure 1, in No. 22.-

(No. 3,473.) CHAPTER 11,
AN Act to encoursge the establishment of Telegraphic Communication between this
Province and the United Kingdomr of Great Britain and Ireland—[Passed the 1st
day of May, Ap. 1857.]

Encl. 1, in.No, 2.

Section.

1. No parties except the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company permitted
.to touch the province with a-telegruph cable ;- period, restrictions, &c. Provisoes.

2.. Government to have preference in point of time as regards messages—FPublic News, &c. to
be promulgated,

3. New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company may construct lines in the
province with the concurrence of the Nova Scotia Telegraph Company.

4, Agreément to be entered.into within a year.

5. When to take effect.

6. Agreement required to give effect to the privileges of this Act. _

7. Secs. 9, 18, 20, and 24 of Act to incorporate Nova Scotia Telegraph Company repealed.

“‘Wazreas, the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company, incorporated Preamble.
by the legislature of Newfoundland, haveassociated themselves with a joint stock company,
formed in England under the title of the Atlantic.Telegraph Company Limited, for the
(162.) D4 purpose
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purpose of establishing complete telegraphic communication between Europe and America
by way of Newfoundland, and have proposed to the government of this province to lay
down a telegraphic submarine cable between Newfoundland and some suitable place on
the coast of this province for the direct transmission of intellizence between this provinee
and the United Kingdom : And whercas the establishment of such telegraphic commu-
nivition between this province and the United Kingdom will be of great service to the
government and people of Nova Scotia, and it is expedient to facilitate and encourage the
establishment and continuance of the same: : ‘
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly as follows:
1. That, for and Juring the term of twenty-five years from and after the time when
the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company shall have established,
with or without the aid of an associated line or lines, a telegraphic communication between
this province and the United Kingdom, and so long during the said period of twenty-five
vears as such telegraphic communication shall be regularly maintained by the Company in
manner nhove mentioned, and all matters passing thereon to and from the United Kingdom
or the United States, be transmitted through this province on the lines of the Nova Scotia
Kleetric Telegraph Company, or upon any line or lines to be with their assent and con-
currence, or under an Act of ghe legislature constructed and worked, no person or persons,
body or bodies politic or corporate, other than the said New York, Newfoundland, and
London Telegraph Company, shall be permitted to extend to, enter upon, or touch any
part of this province, or the coast thereof, or the island under the jurisdiction of the
government thereof, with any telegraphic cable, wire, or other means of telegraphic commu-~
nication from any other province, state, country, or place whatever beyond the continent of
America; provided, however, that this Act shall be void unless the New York, Newfound-
land, and London Telegraph Company shall establish such telegraphic communication
between this province and the United Kingdom, in manner above mentioned, within -
thyee years from the passing of this Act; and provided further that in case such tele-
graphic communication with the United Kingdom shall be interrupted and continue
interrupted at any one time for the period of one year, and due diligence shall not, in the
judgment of the governor and council of this province, be used to restore the same, the
privileges granted by this section shall thenceforth cease and determine ; provided also, =
that this Act shall be void if the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph
Compaity shall at any time during the said period of twenty-five years open, use, or establish -
any telegraphic line or communication between Newfoundland and any province, state, or - -
island in Americn other than this province ; provided further, that this Act shallinno .
way affect the rights and privileges of the Transatlantic Telegraph Company, incor-"- .
porated by the legislature of this province in the year of our Lord 1855. S
I1. The government of this province shall at all times have a preference in point of time
in the transmission of, intelligence. relative to the public service to or from any station of « -
the Company within this province ; and all public and political news shall be promulgated -
on the most favoured terms to the press and people of this province simultaneously with |
the further transmission of the same. ’
[11. It shall be lawful for the New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Com-
pany, with the consent and concurrence of the Nova Scotia Electric Telegraph Company, -
and upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon between them, and not "
otherwise, to construct, keep in -repair, and work any line or lines of telegraph from

1

" any point or points in this province to any other point or place in British North America

or the United States (the needful sanction of any other province being first obtained)’;
and the said New York, Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company shall and may ..
in such case enjoy and exercise in the construction, repairing, and working of any such line -
orlines all the powers, rights, privileges, and protection which, by the laws of this province;’
the said Nova Scotia Electric Telegraph possess, or can or may enjoy in the like case. . -
1V. Unless within one year from the passing of this Act the New York, Newfoundland,
and London Telegraph Company enter into an agreement with and satisfactory ‘to-the
provincial government for maintaining an exclusive connection between Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia for “the price and on the terms mentioned in this Act for the due
performance of any contract into which they may enter with the Nova Scotia Company,
and for the regular payment of rent, this Act shall be void. = R
V. This Act shall not take effect until the Newfoundland Company shall have given
satisfactory security to the Nova Scotia Company that they will, for such term of years
as may be agreed upon, pay the annual rent agreed upon. e
VI. The exclusive privileges conferred by this Act shall not have force or effect until i

eftect, viz, That the rate of tolls to be paid by the former for the land lines leased, owned,
or controlled by the Newfoundland Company shall not exceed the rate to be charged”
by the Nova Scotia Company for messages transmitted over the Nova Scotia lines, and :-
that the tolls over all submarine lines connecting with Nova Scotia shall not be more -
than double the rate charged to or by the Nova Scotia Company for the: like. distance °
over their land lines. o ' PP B
VIL Sections 9, 18, 20,, and.24 of the Act.passed in the fourteentl:year of ‘H

Cowpany,” are hereby repealed.

ERES 1
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Enclosure 2, in No. 22.
Exrract of Report of Attorney General on Chap. 11, 1857.

-« By this Act the exclusive privilege of transatlantic telegraphic communication is
granted to the Atlantic Telegraph Company for twenty-five years, under certain restric-
tions. This monopoly was strenuously resisted in the legislature, but ineffectually, u
majority being found in its favour. On the one side it was opposed, as excluding for &
long period the Lenefits of competition and the advantages that may arvise from future
scientific improvements. On the other hand it was supported as the means of securing
to the province the accomplishment of a scheme of vast results which otherwise might
not go into operation or be carried out by some other route, and as being a proper
encouragement to those who had adventured their funds in an enterprise bold and
hazardous.”

¢

i

No. 23.

 Cory of DESPATCH from the Right Hon. H. Lasoucuere, M.P.,, to
Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. LE Marcuanr. '

(No. 4.) ‘ '

SIR, ( . Downing Street, 18th January 1858..
- Her Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration an Act
passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia in the month of May last, entitled
“"An “Act to encourage the Establishment of Telegraphic Communication
“ between this Province and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
“ Ireland,” transmitted to me, with other Acts of the session of 1857, by your
Despatch, No. 65%, of the 22d October last. V

2. This Act purports to give to the New York, Newfoundland, and London
Telegraph Company (subject to their performance of certain conditions, and
to the conclusion of' the agrecment specified in sect. 6) the exclusive right to
furnish the Province with the means of telegraphic communication for a period
of twentyHfive years. |

3. 1 wish to refer you to the Despatch addressed to you by Sir George
Grey when holding the seals of this department on this subject, under date of
the 22d March 1855*. Her Majesty’s Government see no reason to modify the
views expressed in that Despatch and its enclosures, which have on the contrary
gained additional force by later experience. They consider that the grant of
such exclusive privileges is highly inexpedient, not only for the interests of the
province, but of the empire in general.

4. They are fully aware that it was urged that similar privileges have been
conceded by the Legislatures of Newfoundland and of Prince Edward Island,
without the disallowance of the Crown. But they must reply that the implied
sanction of these Acts, given without fully adverting to considerations the
magnitude of which has been ever since acquiring a greater development, does
not bind them to a continuance in a course of policy which they are satisfied
cannot but prove extremely injurious, and this beyond the limits of thescolony
immediately concerned. ‘ o o :

5. An order for the disallowance of this Act will accordingly be submitted
to Her Majesty to be passed in Council, and shortly transmitted to you. But
I wish to give notice of the intentionof Her Majesty’s Government before-
hand, because the Act contains a provision repealing certain clauses of a former
Act (that to incorporate the Nova Scotia Electric Telegraph Company, 1851),
and I cannot be certain that inconvenience might not be occasioned by disal-
lowing this repealing. provision, and -bringing those clauses again into operation,
before the Legislature has had time to provide‘agaillls}tl such a contingency.

S : , ave, &c. -
Sir G.. Le Marchant, | (Signed)  H. LABOUCHERE.
&e. &e. B | : '

Encl. 2, in No. 22

No. 23,

* Page 31,

* Page 34.
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No. 24.

Exrracr of CIRCULAR DESPATCH from the Right Honourable Sir
Gerorce GREY to the Governors of the North American Colonies, dated
“ Downing Street, 22d March 1855.” 4 S

(Private.) -

“I'rom the general interest now taken in the advancement of communication
by means of the electric telegraph, I think it not improbable that applications
wmay be urged on the Local Governments of the North American Colonies for.
exclusive privileges towards the establishment of such telegraphic lines of
communication. ' o AR

“1 am anxious, therefore, to put you beforehand in possession of the views
uf the departments of Her Majesty’s Government which are conversant with
this subject. They consider that the progress of improvement in electric com-
munication is now so rapid, and so likely to attain further development, that
unless great care is taken in making these concessions, Governments are likely
to find themselves embarrassed by pledges of this descrigt.ion, an embarrass- -
ment which they believe to have been already experienced by the Governments
of the continental countries.” =~~~ T T O :

“ I do not address you with reference to any particular schemes which’ may
be likely to be brought before you, not having any information of such, but
merely by way of general caution. I need hardly add that any assistance in
the way of advice as to such schemes will be readily given by the proper
departments here whenever applied for.” .
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APPENDIX.

APPENDIX 1. -

' CopY of LETTER from Cyrus Fiewp, Esq. to the Right Hon. Lord StAntey, MP.

22, Old Broad Street, London.
My Lorp, 17th March 1858.
~ Durine the last Session of the Legislature of Nova Scotia, an Act was passed
which conferred certain limited protective privileges upon the New York Newfoundland,
and London Telegraph Company (of which T'am the Vice-President), for the purpose of
securing to Nova Scotia the advantage of being placed on the direct route of the
telegmphlc system between Europe across the Atlantic to the Tnited States.

This Act was duly approved by the Governor, and remitted to the Imperial Govern-
ment for ratification ; and I have just been informed that on the 18th of January last
the Right Honourable Henry Labouchere, M.P., Secretary of State for the Colonies, in
a-letter addressed to his Excellency Sir Gaspzud Le Marchant, Lieutenant Governor of
Nova Scotia, expressed his opinion that it would be inexpedient to confirm the Act, for
reasons based on the protectwe grant, and which T presume will be set forth in the
Despatch itself.

I I may venture so far as to solicit the favour of your Lordship, I'should indeed
esteem it an obligation to be furnished with a copy of the Despatch of your Lordship’s
immediate predecessor upon this subject, for I have reason to know that a large portion
of the merchants and others in Nova Scotia feel strongly as to the advantaues they
would derive from the intimate connection secured to them by this Act, both with the
United States and with Great Britain.

To_the Company I represent, the concession granted by the Act of the Nova Scotia
Legislature is comparatively unimportant, as the cheapest and most natural route for its
wires- would be from Newfoundland to Prince Edward’s Island, and on across New
-Brunswick to the state of Maine, in which protection has been accorded for a term of
twenty-five years ; but in this case Nova Scotia would be entirely left out of the route,
and messages to that colony would have to be sent on to the United States, therce to be
read off B.lld retransmitted, with the certainty of great delay, and the increased risk of
mistakes. This, I submit, ‘would indeed be a ha,rds]up to the Nova Scotians, as it would
be effected in direct opposxtlon to their wishes, and ‘would deprive them of the only
means, except a very large money payment, by which they could escape their otherwise
certain isolation from Europe.

After a caveful review of the Act, I have been unable to perceive anything in the
nature of the privileges accorded to the Company I vepresent that need be regarded with
the slightest concern or distrust, or that are not strictly analogous to protectlons daily,
and as a matter of course, extended to much less important objects; for instance, the
author’s copyright, thé inventor’s patent, are cases in point ;“and it cannot, I think, be
maintained that  the connection of several important colonies with themselves and with
+ Europe upon an original plan, attended with great scientific and commercial advantages,
~surrounded with difficulties that must be: overcome, and all to be accomplished at"an
-enormous outlay, is in.any degree less worthy of leglslatlve protection. :

‘So far as the Company that I now. represent is concerned, we shall be quite wxlhno to
give to Nova Scotia or to the British Government the nght to. redeem the- exclusive

puvﬂewes at any time they may think proper, upon paying a fair valuation; but I trust -

‘that, thh xespect.to .the great interests of the colonists of Nova Scotla. alone,. your

Lordship may be induced to take the Act into your favourable consideration, and see fit -

to recommend it to Her Majesty for being allowed.

If, after the perusal of this commumca.tlon, your Lordsh1p may be pleased to grant me
the honour of & personal interview, I feel confident that I shall be enabled to submit such
a statement of facts as I think will be sufficient to satisfy your Lordship that the Act in

question does not contain provmons of a nature that can be consxdered obnoxmus to the’

public interest.- '
o L T o 71 ¥ | A A \-v [P SO S wI have’ &c . } :
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M P, _ (blgned) ~Cyrus W. me
&e. &e &e. , : o »
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APPENDIX 2.

Cory of LETTER from CyRUs FirLd, Esq. to the Right Hon. Lord STaNLEY, M.P.

Atlantic Telegraph Company, 22, Old Broad Street,
My Lonp, London, 25th March 1858,
REFERRING to the letter I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 17th
instant. and to the interview you were afterwards kind enough to grant me on the 224
for the purpose of explaining “the grounds on which I conceive it wonld be proper to
allow the ratification. by the Tmperial Government, of the Bill for promoting telegraphic
communication with Burope, passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia,

1 now take the liberty of sugmesting a plan, which T trust may have the effect of
velieving your Lordship from the fwhn(r which then appeared to have weight with you,
that by means of the Bill in question a monopoly of an injurious character might be
created.

1 propose that, in approving the Bill, powers be taken by the Imperial Government or
by the Local Government of Nova Ncotia, or either of them, at any time hereafber,
cancel the exclusive right, paying a compensation to be arrived at by arbitration in the
following manner, viz, one referee to be chosen by the Government and one by the
Telegraph Company. These two referees, before proceeding to business, to mutually choose
a third, who shall sit with them during the discussion.

1n case of difference, the votes of the two out of three arhitxators to be final and bmdmg ;
or, if it seem pre ferable to your Lordship, T would suggest that either Government shall
have power to cancel the exclusive right granted by the Legislature of Nova Scotia at
any future time, on paying the bare cost which has been incurred up to the time of such
cancellation in catabhshmg telegraphic communication between the capital of . Newfound-
land and the capital of Nova Scotin.

T trust your Lordship will be enabled to concur in one or other of these suggestmns, or such
modification of them as you may think advisable for the public interest. You will, I am
sure, consider that it would be a great public benefit that Nova Scotia and the other
British colonies should be placed von the highway for telegraphic intelligence between
the United States and Europe, which it is manifest trom their geographical position
could only be accomplished by offering « fair inducement to the parties willing to carry
ivout. Whereas your Lordship must be aware that by the Imperial Government refusing
assent to the Bill'in question, it must inevitably inflict a severe blow on the commercial
community of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick by excluding them from the privilege of
direct telegraphic communication with the United Kingdom, while at the same time the
Teleu'raph Company, by laying a submarine cable direct, from Newfoundland to the United
States, would be enabled to prosecute their enterprise with equal success..

T have, &e.
(Sigued)  Cyros W. me,
Vice-President of the New York, Newfoundla.nd
The Right Hon. Lord Stm:{ey. MP. and London Telegraph Company.
&e. &e. &e.

APPENDIX 3.

Copy of Lierter from H. MERIVALE, Esq. to C. W. FreLp, Esq.

SIR, Downing Street, 5th April- 1858
I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of -the
25th ultimo, and to acquaint you that, having duly considered the suggestions you have
made on the subject of the Bill passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia for enco
telegraphic communication between that province and the United ngdom, his Lordshlp
regrels that it is not in his power to entertam your proposal. st
I have, &e. oy
(Signed) - H. MERIVALE
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