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THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY;

‘GOMPILED FROM THE WRITINGS OF PAUL, DICK, HALL, AND OTHERS-

By Hox. Jonn Fixg,

Bishop Butler, in his Analogoy of Natural
and Revealed Religion, remarks—+ The
~ most important question which cav be

asked is, whether we shall live in a future
Btate;” and a greater than Butler enquired,
“If w man die, shall he live again?"—
Shall the same tody and the same soul
which constitute our persons in the pre-
sent world, be reunited, and be recognized
and live forever in the next? Amn answer
to this inquiry will form the subject of this
lecture.

The being of a God is not the subject of
a written revelation. The Bible assumes it
to be true. In the first verse of the book
of Genesis we read, “God created the
heaveus and the earth.” The work of
Creation is thus ascribed to Hiw, which
mplies his pre-existence.

The existence and attributes of the
Supreme Being are manifested in his works.
The heaveus declare his glory, and the fir-
mament showeth his haudiwork.  Day
unto day speaks of Him, and night unto
night shows forth his knowledge, If the
sombination of letters which form the book
ealled the Principia of Newton, cannot be
ascribed to chance, the world which New-
ten describes is no less indicative of design
and of a designer, than its mere description.

ur own existence is also couclusive proof
of the being of a God. We live; we are
®onscious we did not create ourselves.  So
far from having the requisite wisdom and
8kill to construct our own frame, we do not
fully understand the mechanism of either
mind or body. We must therefore be the

roduction of unother, and this other must
possessed of wisdom and power adequate
te the creation of man.
“Tell, if ye know, how came I thus; how
here.

Not of myssz; by some great maker then,

In goodnessand in power pre-emincent.”

The goodness of God is seen in his giv-
g us rain from heaven, and fruitful sea-
®ns and in filling our hearts with food
4d gladness. His attributos of justiceand

Oapexssrrel, N. Y.

truth are estamped on the human soul,
which reflects his moral image. Thus the
body of man with its various powers and
faculties so admirably adapted to the pur-
poses of life, proclaims the wisdom and
power of God; and the soul of man with
1ts instinetive approval of truth and justice
proclaims his holiness. v

The soul of man was not formed from
any thing on earth or in heaven. Tt has
no affinity with earth or with air. God
fcrmed the body of man of the dustof the
ground. e made man of earth, from
earth, It was a perfect bodily organiza-
tion, but without Iife; and afterwards He
breathed into him the breath of life, a
vital Spirit, and thus man became a living
soul—a soul of lite—living in, and the
cause of life to a living body.

The seat of life in a beast is his body;
ihe life of man is his soul. The spirit or
life of a man goeth upward; the spirit or
life of a beast goeth downward to the
earth.

When Elijah restored to life the dead
body of the ouly son of the widow of
Zarephath, it iz said *The soul of the child
came into him again, and he revived.”—
When Jesus took by the hand the daugh-
ter of Jairus, who was dead, and called to
her « Maid, arise,” it is said ¢ Her spirit
(or soul) came again, aud she arose straight-
way.” -

'{‘he body of man is the production of
God. The soul is His image. * The body
connects us -with the external universe.—
The soul connects us with God. The
bodv separates us from God by a dis-
similarity of nature. The goul unites us
to Him by & nature identical with his
own,

From the divine nature of the human
soul, it Deing an afflatus or outbreathing
of the Deity, it is not subject to the laws
of decay and death which governall things
that partake of earth. The dust of the
body at death shall return to the earth as
it was, and the spirit shall return unio
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God who gave it. It is an offspring of the
eternal spirit, and of kin to the angels of
light. Our earthly parent is the father of
our flesh; God is the father of our spirit.

Theimmortality of the soul is recounized
aud illustra‘ed and enforced in the serip-
tures; but the belief of this great truth is
not confined to nations which have enjoyed
the light of a written revelation. It has
been aceredited by all nations, ancient and !
modern, civilized and barbarous; by the |
Egyptians, Avabians, Greeks and Romans: {
Ly the Persians, Scytbiaus, Celts and |
Druids; Ly the natives of Africa and of i
the islands of the Pacific; by the New
Zealander, and by the Red Man of our own '
continent,

This Lelief, or expectation, or hoype, or |
gesive of immortality, varying with the |
degres of menta] and moral cultivation, is
the imprint of dirinity on thesoul of man
“the divinity whieh breathes within us,”
and is an ever present witne s of our super-
fority to the brutes, and of our relationship
to angels.  Neither the filse philosophy of
unsanetified civilization, nor the stupid ig-
norance of barbarism, can whnlly eradicate
it. Plato tanght that they who pass.
through life with jeculiar sanetity of con-
duet, will be received on high into a pure’
region, where they will live without their
Lodies, through all eternity in a state of
joy and delight which caunot be described.
He believed the soul had a separate and
individual existence after the death of the
body, and had a complete consciousness of
its own identity. Xecnophon and Cicero |
entertained the same opinions. Socrates |
taught that as the soul is immortal, he |
knew no way in which it could avoid
the evils of a future state but by becoming :
wise and virtuous, The doctrine of the '
immortality of the soul is interwoven in
the poetry of Greece and Rome. It is
found in the writings of Homer, and Qvid,
and Virgil, who were mirrors of the age
and reflected the popular opinion of the
countries in which they lived. Hower
spoke of “the renowned, the far-fuimed
nations of the dead, of whom all have .
heard.”  They were the suljects of
religious rites; and were addressed with
sacrifices and supplications. ‘
Tis true, 'tis certain (said he), man tho'dead

retaing

 immemorial, so
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Park, the traveller, found the belief in
this truth to be prevalentamong the natives
in theinterior of Africa. Our missionaries
weet with it in Burmah, in Persia, among
the Brahmins of India, and throughout
Asia.  The IHindoo w'dow offers Lerself &
sacrifice on the funeral pile of her hushband,
that she may enjoy with him the happi-
ness of a future state, The American Indian
believes the soul survives the body, and i8
taken by the Great Spirit into the spirit
land.  But a belicfin the resurrection of the
identical  bouly, and its eternal existence
in a purified state, is contined to those
nations which have enjoyed the bLenefit
of a written revelation.

When Paul preached at Athens the
resurrection of the body, he was laughed
to scorn, and called a bablbler Ly the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, Pliny,
in his natural history, (which Humboldt
calls the greatest Rosnan memorial trans-
mitted to the literature of the middle ages.)
pronounces the resurrection of the body
to be un impossibility.  Celsug, who was
called the Hippoerates of Rowe, stigna-
tizes it as abomivalle, and ridicules the
Chyistians as madmen for Lelieving it—
Tertullian says every sect of the philoso-
phers denied its truth, wil Augnstine says
there was nothing in the Christian religion
80 vehemently opposed by the philoso-
phers as the resurrcetion “of the Lody
even at Jerusalem, where the writings of
Moses had been publicly read from time
great was the disbelief of
this truth among the higher classes—the
men in office and the men of learning—
that when Peter and John preached theres
the priests who officiated at the altar, and
the captain of the temple, were grieveds
and laid hands on them, and shut them

Lin prison, beeause they preached the re-
_surrection of the body.

And the charge
of heresy for preaching in the temple ©
Jerusalem, the resurrection of the bod¥s
was brought by certain Jews from Asit
against Paul, ou which bLe was arraigne

Lefore Felix.

The Eq\ p ians,and o her ancient Lieathen
nations, believed iu the transmigration v
the oul into the bodies of other mens
and cven into the Lodies of beasts a0
reptiles. The learued Pythagoras taught

ithat ‘he same soul might pass throng
Lot of Liwseif; e immortal mind remains, |

the bodies of Many men i suceessiole .
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From the common opinion among the
Greeks, that the soul of 2 man often passed
into the body of a beast that resembled
in character the person who died, Orpheus,
the musician was believed to have become
a swan. :

The Jews alone of the ancient nations
possessed the knowledge of the resurrec-
tion and immortality of the human body.
Abraham believed in this truth, for it is
said of him, when he stretched forth his
hand and took the knife to slay his son,
“he accounted that God was ahle to raise
Lim up even from the dead.” Joh taught
the resurrection of the body when he said
“I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the last day upon
the earth; and though after my skin,
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall I see God, whom I shall see for my-
self, and mine ®ves shall behold and not
another.” Moses was taught the resur-
rection of the body when the bush burned
with fire and was not consumed, and the
Lord called himself « the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
for heis not the God of the dead, but of
the living.” David believed this truth,
Wwhen he sung, «I shall behold Thy face
In righteousness: when I awake qfrom the
grave] Ishall be satisfied with thy likeness.”

sainh believed this truth, when he wrote,
“Thy dead men shall live again, and to-
gether with my dead body shall they arise.
Awake and sing, ve that sleep in dust:
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and
the earth shali cast forth her dead.”

Daniel taught the resurrection of the
body, when he wrote, “They that sleep
In the dust of the earth shall awake, some
to everlasting life, and some to shame and
Sverlasting contempt.”  Enoch, the great
Cvangelist before the flnod, who walked |
With God and overstepped the grave, and
Klijah, who lived during the second dispen- !
8ation of the world, were translated in |
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mount of transfiguration, and was recog-
nized by Peter and James and John, A
naked spirit, divested of body, and without
shape or figure, can not be seen by the na-
tural eye, It is because God is a pure
spirit that he is invisible. “ whom no man
has seen or can see.” But so0 audible and
visible were the persons of Moses and Elias,
and Jesus, that Poter proposed to make
three tabernacles for their dwellings,

The Jewish fathers, before the coming
of Christ, were assured of the resurrection
Vof the dead, both of the just and unjust.—
‘1 This fact was asserted by Paul in his de-
fence before Felix against the charge of
heresy, for preaching the resurrection of
the body.

When the Great Teacher came, he re-
vealed with effulgent and divine light, the
resurrection of the identical body to life
and immortality.

‘“ How beautiful on the mountains are thy
feet!
Thy form how comely, and thy voice how
swect!
Son of the Highest! Who can tell Thy
fame ? .
The deaf shall hear it, while the dumb
proclaim,
Go bid the blind behold their Saviour's
light;
The lame go forth rejoicing in thy might;
Cleansc with a touch that kneeling leper's
: skin ; .
Cheer this pale penitent, forgive her sin ;
Oh! for that mother's faith her daughter
spare;
Restore the maniac to his father's prayer;
Pity the tears those sorrowing sisters shed,
And be the resurrection of the dead.”

“The hour is comiug, said the Saviour,
“ when all that are in the grave shall hear
the voice of the Son of God, and come
forth.”  And to Murtha’s declaration, « [
know that my brother Lazarus shall rise
in the resurrection of the last day,” he
saild, I am the resurrection and the life.”
The work of raising the dead is to be per-

their living bodies from earth to heaven,
These trandations attested and 6xemp]iﬁed |
e truth that the same body and soul‘{
Which make our identity here, will be
United again in a future state. The body
9f Moses, after it died and was busied in a
"&Hey in the land of Moah, over against
hpeor, was revived and translated to
glory., He was seen and heard conversing
With Jesus in company with Elias on the |

formed by me. I, who shall hereafter rajse
all men, ean raice Lazars now.”  In Jsus,
and through his mediation all the dead
shall rise. He is the author of the resurree-
tion of the body ; the source, the substance
the first fruits, and the efficient cause
of it.

*“ Why should it be thought ineredible
said Paul,“ that God should raise the dead.
Can not the same power which created
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atfirst from the dust of the ground, create
anew from the dust of the body?

The resurrection of Christ, and his as-
cension to Heaven in the same body he
occupied on earth, gave assurance that the
bodies of all men shall in due time be raised
to life and immortality. Because «I” shall
rise from the grave and “live,” said he,
“ye shall live also.” And as an earnest
and in part performance of this gracious
promise, the Saviour at his resurrection,
opened the graves of many; and the bodies
of the saints which slept arose and came
forth, and went into the holy city, and ap-
peared unto many who knew them. These
probably formed a part of the Lord’s train
of attendants, as he accended in the clouds
as his chariot, and rode upon the wings of
the wind. And as he entered the gates of
the new Jerusalem, they shouted : « Lift up
your heads, oh ye gates ! and be ye lifted
up, ve everlasting doors, and the King of
glory shall come in.”

“He lives! ye Dbars of steel, and gates of
brass,
Give way,and let the King of glory pass!
He lives! ye golden portals of the spheres
Open, the Sun of righteousuess appears!

There will also be a recognition of the
body in a future state. Moses and Elias
knew each other on the mount of transfig-
uration, and were known and conversed
with by the three apostles. 'We shall each
of us know the Saviour, for it is raid “ we
shall see him as lio is,” face to face. He
will also know each of u-, It follows al-
most a8 a necessary consequence, that we
shall know one another., Our Saviour told
the unbelieving Jews, that in addition to
their final sentence, « Depart from me ye
workers of iniquity,” their misery would
be enhanced by seeing and recognizing
Abrabam, Isaae and Jacob, and all the
prophets, in the kingdom of God.

Paul expressed entire confidence that he
should recognize the Thessalonian Chris-
tians in a futuve state, and rejoice with them.
“For what is our hope or joy, orcrown of
rejoicing,” wrote he; «are not even ye in
the presence of the Lord at his coming %"
How can ha rejoice over them as his con-
verts, unless he knows them? But many
of our earthly friendships will be dissalved.
Some are formed by & community of sen-
sual pleasures; others arg formed with bad
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men, because they can be useful to us and
have agreeable qualities; and others are
formed by mistake or deception: all these
will be cut off.

Our personal identity will be preserved,
but it is not probable there will be an
identity of the particles of matter which
composed the body at death. The serip
tures no where assure us that the same
numerieal body is to be raised by areunion
of its scattered parts. In the present life
the same particles of matter do not con-
stitute our bodies from one day to another-
It is thought by physiologists, that every
particle of matter of which the body 13
composed, disappears, and is replaced by
fresh accessions of matter in the course of
about seven years,

The same constant and unceasing change
takes place also in the mind. No one can
be to-day what lhe was yesterday. Eachk
act of the life changes the man. It takes
something from his character, or gives
something to it, and leaves him a different
man from what he was. He may alter,
but can not go back. What he wasis 8
memory, but can never be a reality again.
And yet,notwithstanding this entire though
gradual change of both body and mind, we
remain the same persons from infancy to
old age.

The future life and jmmortality of the
body are truths which are not only reveal-
ed with great clearness in the New Testa-
ment, but they are set forth and insisted
on as the peculiar and characteristic doe-
trines of the gospel; and the Saviour’s re-
surraction is declared to be the procuring
cause of our resurrection, and the incon-
trovertible evidence of its fulfilment.

The resurrection of the body of Christ
is mo proof, nor was it designed to be 2
proof of the immonrtality of the soul. The
soul of the Saviour did not die, neither was
it buried; and no Jew nor Gentile was 80
simple as to imagine it.

“The sun is but aspark of fire,
A transient meteor in the sky;
The soul, immortal as its sire,

Shall pever die.

Paul, in his letter to Timothy, remarks
that the resurrection of Christ, and b®
Eublic appearance, made it manifest tha

o bad ““abolished death and brought lif®
and immortality to light.” This pasaage »



eommouly quoted; as having reference to
the immortality of the soul; but it is plain
that the public appearance of the body of
Christ after his resurrection, is appealed to
a8 evidence of the resurrection to life of
our bodies, and not of our souls; for our
souls will never die, and therefore it can-
not be said the death of the soul is abol-
ished.
. Paul writes in another place, ¢« This
mortal body shall put on immortality, and
death shall be swallowed up in victory.”

The philosophers of Greece and Rome
could prove the immortality of the soul,
but they had not the faintest conception
of the :mmortality of the body. The most
ignorant Christian, in believing in the re-
surrection and immortality of the body, is
not troubled with the slightest doubt of
the soul. Theresurrection and immortality
of the body include and imply the immor-
tality of the soul; for although the soul
may live in a separate state from the body,
the body cannot live when separated from
thesoul. The body has no life in itself.—
1t derives life from its union with the soul.
"The soul has inherent life, it being of the
same nature with the Deity.

The Jews alone of the ancient nations,
had the knowledge of the resurrection of
the body, but their knowledge was faint.
The Gospel brought thelife and immor-

tality of the body into full and radiant

light. Human philosophy contains no
truth to be compared with it,

The great fact on which the truth of the
Christian religion rests, is the resurrection of
the body of Christ. Our Saviour staked
Upon the truth of this fact his credibility,

the truth of his doctrines, his Messiahship,
" and his power to save. 'When theJews re-
qQuired of Jesus evidence that he was di-
Vine, he referred them to the future fact of
the resurrection of his body from the grave,

y Lis own power, as conclusive proof of
his divinity. He said, destroy this body
and in three days I will raise it up; and
When he was risen fromn the dead his dis-
Ciples remerubered this saying, and they
elieved the scriptures aud that Jesus was
the Son of God. The appearing of Christ
In a human body, proved him to be the
Son of man, of the seed of David, accord-
lug to the flesh. The resurrection of his
y from the grave proved him to be the
Son of God with power. If Christ be not
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risen, said Paul, our preaching isin vain and
your faith is also vain; and they who
have died believing in Jesus, are perished.
But Christ is risen from the grave, and be-
come thefirst fruits of them who sleep. As
the first fruits are parteand pledge of the
coming harvest, 80 the resurrection of the
body of Christ is an earnest and pledge of
our resurrection.

By Adam came death,and by Christ
came the resurrection from the dead. As
in Adam the bodies of all men die so in
Christ the bodies of all men shall be made
alive. The death of the body is the con-
sequence resulting from the transgression
of Adam. Theredemption or resurrection
of the body is the consequence resulting
from the resurrection of Christ. We have
no reason to believe that a single human
body would ever be raised to life, from the
silence of the grave, but for the resurres-
tion of the body of Jesus Christ.

That the bodies of menp,after fulfiiling the
original curse of “Dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return,” will arise to life
and immortality, while the bodies of brutes
after they die, shall sleep for ever, is not
owing to any difference in their physical
nature, form, or structure. The essential
properties of the flesh and blood and bone
and muscle of both man and beast, are the
same.

The cause of their different destiny is to
be found, not in the s¢ience of physics, but
in the philosophy of the Gospel.

For men Christ died, and not for brutes.
He is called the Saviour of the body. He
became partaker of flesh and blood, that by
his own death and vesurrection he might
destroy him that hath the power of death.
Satan is said to have the power of death;
for by him came sin, which was followed
by death. He was the conqueror of man,
and it was appropriate he shoull be con-
quered by man; and thus by the death and
resurrection of a man, Satan was destroyel
by his own weapons.

Is it any wonder that the wisest among
the Egyptians, and Greeks, and Romans,
had no knowledge of the resurrection of
the body?

What mind, human or angelic, ean fully
comprehend the blessings purchased for
men by the death and resurrection of the
man Christ Jesus,

& The investigating mind instinctively in.
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Yuires with what kind of bodies shall the
dead beraised up? To which question the
Scriptures alone furnish a reply. Tt is
probable as much has been reveled to us
of a future state, ascan be comprehended
by the mind with its present limited capa-
city; and if more were attempted, it could
rot be understood. What is revealed is
in figurative langunace, comparing spir-
itual things with the objects of sense.

The burial and resurrection of the body
arg compared to the sowing and ripening
of grain.  In some respects they differ.—
The seed, atter it vegetates, requires time,
the lapse of weeks and months to reach
the maturity of harvest. The body shall
be raised from the dust of the grave in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.—
Again, the seed ripens unobserved in obe-
dience to the silent and unseen law of na-
ture, an invisible God working through
means.  The body shall be raised in the
presence and by the direct and miraculous
power of the Saviour, descending from
Heaven, with a shout of the archange! and
with the trump of God. In other respects
they agree. The seed must corrupt before
it vegetates, It is not quickened unless it
die. It is a law of vegetable life that the
oed cannot passinto a new form, and grow
into a plant, until its nature is changed, its
original constitution broken up, and it dies.
Bo the body must moulder into its original
dust before it is raised. It also dies that
it may live. Again, the seed which is
s0wn, is not that which is afterwards reap-
ed. It has not that body which shall be,
So the gross and earthlv parts of the bod s
its flesh and blood, will remain in the grave;
for flesh and blood can not inherit the
kingdom of God. The soul will receive
Wwith joy its own body returning from the
prrave; but it will bein a state of purity,
leaving behind everything of a mere animal
nature,

The body which is buried, wasted, cor-
rupt, and putrid, shall be raised incorrup-
tible; no more to be subject to disease and
death, but immortal and eternal as its
Creator.  When this corruptibie shall have
L»ut on incorruption, and this mortal shall

ave put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the prophecy of Isaiah
“ He shall swallow up death in"victory.”

The body which is buried in dishonor,
the loathsome object of disgust, shall be
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raised in glory, and be resplendent with
beauty, like to the body of the Son ot map
; when his facedid shine as the sun, and hli‘
raiment became white and glistenin.. “«We
look for the Saviour from heaven,” said
! Paul, “who shali change these vile bodies,
| that they may be fashioned like to his own
; glorious body.”

The body we Lury in wenkness, in the
| feebleness of infaney, or in the decrepitude
“ of old age, shall be raised in power, and

be endued with strength incapable of es-
haustion.  We shall ncither sleep nor be
;’ weary.
| “ Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty shall
| . never fade
To withered weak and grey.” )

Thebody we bury, a natural animal body«
resetabling the body of the beast in it8
wants and appetites and passions, shall beé
raised aspiritual body.  As we have borne
the image of the earthly, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly. The first man
was fiom the earth, earthly; the second
man shall be from leaven, heavenly.—
When  this earthly house of our tabernacle
is dissolved, we shall have a Luilding o
God, a house not made with Lands, eternal
in the heavens. When this present mate-
rial body is dissolved, we shall Lave a spir
itual and eternal body. We shall hunger
no more, neither thirst any more. We sha
neither marry, nor be given in marriages
but be as the angels which are in heaven-

The angels have spiritual  bodies; for
there is a natural or terrestrial body, and
there is a spiritual or celestial body. To
be entirely immaterial, is peculiar to the
Father of Spirits,

Two important practical lessons of
morals may be learned from the resurree
tion and immormlity of the identical bodys
the benefit of preserving the body from
the Joathsomeness of intemperance an
lust, and the duty of contemplating wit
calmness our own death and the death ©
our friends. .

The bodies of men in a future state being
identical with the bodies that djed, Wil
ditfer from each other in age, and form, an
strength and beauty. :

The minds of men in a future state will
also differ in knowledge and iy holiness
for the scriptures assure us they will be #8
the stars of heaven, which differ from e8¢
other in glory.
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The measure of that strength and holi- |

Dess, both of body and mind, will l)e;
jthem.

@raduated by the attainments we make in
the present life in physical, intellectul,
and moral culture,

The mind of a Newton in heaven will

templation, than the mind of the eonverted
{ottentot.  The apostle Joha will luxuriate
in Jove, adoration, and praise,  far beyond
the miser converted on hLis death bedy and
the spirirual body of a virgin wiil SUrpiss
I bewuty that of 'a Magdalene.

Death separiates us from each other;and
m the loss of chilldren, we feel as if we
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And the sea gave up its dead, and the
graves delivered up the dead that were in

The rich and the poor will indeed

i .
Pstrangely meet together, when all t e in

| equalities of the present lifs shall disap pear
excel in swrength, and soar higher in con-

awl the conqueror and his capiive, the

Smeomareh and his subject, the lord and his

vassal, the master and his slave, the states-

Fman and the peasant, the philosopher and

the unlettered hind, shall discover theiy
distinctions to have been mere illu jons,
“And then for all a judgment day,

A trinmpet brast, when human clay

Shall be re-formed: then Christ shall say,

Wore Lueying puet of our own pursons. ; Night waits for those; for these shines day."
B Rl

But this separition will be short.  Even |

S0 them which sleep in Jesus will God
ring with him.  We shall soon et
again, though it will be in a distant country,
and we shall recognizs each otheras follow
traveliars returning from a journey.
Whether we shall arisg with

Orin the last resurreciion. to contempt, will
Qepend mot upon any arbitrary Jaw  of
Nature and of morals, = Whatsoever a man
Soweth, that shall he also reap.
Soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap
Crruption; and he that soweth to the

A8ting :

" Ko live, that when thy summons comes to
" join

'“u- innumerable caravan that moves

O that mysterious realm where each shall |

take
Hig chamber in the silent halls of death.

8¢

soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave
ike one who draws the drapery of his couch
“out him, and lies .down to pleasant
dreams.”

And Isaw the dead, said John, both

mall and great, the infant and the hoary |
i ; stand | ended,

Sire, the idiot and the philosopher,
ofore God ; and the books were opened,
e book of men’s conscience, and the book

of God’s omniscience, which is greater
an conscience, and knoweth all things.

hese books will give evidence of matter
of fact,
" Aud another book was opened, whioch

- Yatute book of heaven, the rule of life by

the book of life, the seriptures, the
Which the hearts and lives will be judged.

ou, go not like the quarry slave at night, i
ourged to his dungeon ; but sustained and | life,

How consoling to the believer in the

! pains of expiring nature is the truth that
i be shall soou be with his Lord aud elder
: Biother, and be embraced with a cordial

weleome!  Here he followed him i his

sordinances, but it was often at a distance,
the dead |1y Leave
M Christ in the tirst resurrection, to glory, |

n he shall be for ever with him.
Ou the mount of transfiguration, the

csubject of conversation was the decease
|which Jesus should accomplish at Jeru-
s alem,

He that | tiros0me

Tu heaven the subject of never-
conversation will be the decease

 he kas accomplished, with its endless train

1 h tof benefits and blessings,
pirit, shall of the Spirit reap life ever—

The present mystery of providence in
| the afflictions of 1he righteous and in the
i prosperity of the wicked will then be ex-
plained. = Few, very fow in heaven will
thauk God for the wealth, or honours, or
| pleasures they may have enjoyed here,
The=e prove for the most part clogs to the
! Christian, aod impede him in the divine
Many, very many in heaven will
| thank God for poverty, and affliction, and
[ bereavements. ~ These serve to wean the
| affections from earth and direct them
heaven-ward,

Courage, then, Christian disciple! The
werfare with spiritual foes will soon be
The race in the performance of
duties will soon berun. " The stru gle
with temptation will soon be over, gYou
have the promise, through the apostles of
him"who eannat lie—for his nature as well
as his name is truth—that there is laid up
Lfor vou & crown of righteousness, of life
and of glory, whioh the Lord, the righteoua
Judge, shall give to you at that day,aod
to all those who love and long for his

appearing,
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THE POETRY OF THE
GRAVE.

(Concluded from page 465.)

The Churchyard of Amherstburg,
Ccw.

The situation of this churchyard is too low,
in consequence of which the ground is wet,
and often covered with water, and it is not
tastefully kept otherwise. It would admit of
considerable improvements in many respects,
for it is, in its outward appearance, one of the
most unpoetical graveyards we have visited,
Yet for a place in its enclosure, many a be-
reaved one is forced to say with old Abraham,
“I am a stranger and a sojourner with you;
give me a possession of a burying-place with
you, that I may bury my dead out of my
sight” Alas! alas! the epitaphs speak for
“themselves,

A xng, wife of James Hamilton, died July 27,
1854, aged 38 years,
IsaBELLA, daughter of James Hamilton,
died July 2, 1853, aged 4 years,

Sacred to the memory of Jane Wesr, daughter
of Heory and Mary, Royal Canadian Rifle
Regiment, who departed this life on the
1st June, 1846, aged 7 months.

“And am I born to dle,
To lay this body down,

And must my trembling spirit fly,
Unto a world unknown;

A land of deepest shade,
Unperceived by human thought,

The dreary regions of the dead,
‘Where all things are forgot.”

Sacred to the memory of Mary HorsEMAN,
who departed this life Feb, 1, o.p. 1843,
aged 29 years.

“ 8leep on, thou thoughtless dove,
Thou knowest not who is nigh,

is tity own true love,
He'll follow by and by.”

Iu memory o Jas. BEvErLy Roginson, son of
the Hon. Jas. Gordon and Arabella Gordon,
whose pure and spotless spirit was taken
to his Heavenly Father on the 4th of
October, 1838, aged 2 years and 1 month,

Of such is ti e kingdom of heaven.

THE GOOD NEWS.

To the memory of WiLLiam Browy, sof o
Henry and E. Brown of the 43rd light
infantry, who departed this life on the 19th
Feb. 1841, aged 4 years.
“Farewell, sweet babe, 80 soon gone back
To your first mother earth,

Your second mother wept for you,
Because she gave you birth.”

In memory of Joux Tacur, who died Feb. 184
1849, aged 55 years. Erected by his affe¢’
tionate wife.

* All you that pass alorg,
Pray think how soon my life s gone;

God dues not always warning give,
Therefore be careful how you live,”

Sacred to the memory of Tromas GossLr, S0
of T. and Julia Gobble, who departed thi% -
life Feb. 1, 1841, aged 1 year and 6 month*

“ Absent or dead, let a friend be dear,
A sigh the absent claims,
The dead & tear.”

et

Erected by Jobn Proctor, Guaner, RO}’al
Artillery, and his wife Margaret Procto”
in memory of their beloved son Jamgs, Wb?
departed this life at Amherstburg on e
23rd April, 1839, aged 7 years and 2 month*

~ “May his soul rest in peace.”

** And thou art gone in hurried haste,
Thy brief career 18 run,

Thy little pligrimage 1s past,
Farewell, farewell, my son. . ”

Amidst thy pains I nearer drew, ’
And marked thy fleeting breath,

In every fearful grasp I knew,
It was the grasp of death.

1 said my Maker's will be dove,
Alas! I vainly strove,

My heart yet yearned toward my son,
And felt a parent’s love,

But God in love denied the boon,
More merciful was he,

To set the suffering frame 80 soon,
From sin and sorrow free.”

Sacred to the memory of Joux McGl, co'f:
poral of the Royal Canadian Rifle Wt;
ment, aged 37, who was killed on the 39%
July, 1846, by the accidental discharg® °
a fowling-piece in & comrade’s hand.

To the memory of AnN TroupsoN, d“‘fgh;;
of Lee Thompson, who departed thi®

11th Aug., 1846, aged 1 year and 9 mo?*
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Also Jemiva TrompsoN, who died 29th
June, 1846, aged 2 months.

“8ileep on, sweet innocents,
For when a soul is found sincerely so,
A thousand Hvery angels lackey it,
Driving far off all thoughts of harm or wee.”

Jonn, son of Col. Miller of the 54th regiment,
who died 4th Oct., 1838, aged 10 years,

¢ Weep rot for me, my parents dear,
I am not dead but sleeping here;

My debdt is paid, my grave you see,
Prepare in time to follow me ;—

To relgn with God {n heaven above,
That blissful home of peace and love.”

Sacred to the memory of THEODORE ApoLPHUS
Saepparp, who departed this life 4th Sept.,
1839, aged 1 month and 22 days.

*“%he cup of life unto bis lips be prese'd,
¥Found the taste bitter, and declined the rest ;
Then softly tarning from the face of day,

He gently breathed his little lifo away.”

St. James’s Churchyard, Toronto.

It is chiefly in large cities where we see
extravagance and folly build for the eye, and
advertise the respectability of the living, with
the homage paid to the dead. There we have
eyidence that fancy has been taxed and in-

genuity strained to rear costly memorials, and '

%o overlay with the devices of man the quiet
acre of God. And the churchyard we are

Bow in has many monuments of this sort, formed |-

%o catch the popular eve, and to minister to
that love of show which ever clings to our
frail pature. And who can blame any one for
it? The memory of the dead is a sentiment
that ought not merely to be cherished, but
€xpressed by appropriate sepulture, and the
Only regret is, that each tombstone should
ouly speak with its full pathos to so few. Let
U8 not look upon them as “ costly errors,” as
Some would have them, but as beautiful and
-beﬁtting monitors, telling us to be also ready,
for in such an hour as we think not the Son
°f man cometh. Read=—

Bacred to the memory of Joux SprovLy, iate

of Athlone, Ireland, who died 1849, aged’

50 years,
“ We cannot tell who next may fall,
Beneath the chastening rod,
One must be first, but let us all
Propere to meet our God.™
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Sacred to the memory of two infant sons
Cubitt and Eliza Sparkhall :—
OLiver, died Feb. 26, 1851, aged 6 months
and 4 days. Also, Joun Jausgs,
aged 10 months and 1 day.

¢« Ere ¢in could blight, or sorrow fade, \
Death csme with friendly care,

The opening buds to heaven conveyed,
And bade them blossom there.”

Marcarer McGixNE, aged 36 years, died
March 22, 1857.

“ A faithful friend and mother dear,
A tender parent lieth here;

Great s the loss that we sustain,
But hope in heaven to meet again.”

In memory of Gorry GouLsoN, who died
1848, aged 66.

“ He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live."— John xi. 25.

Esznezer, son of John and Mary Ann Thomas,
died July 28, 1847, aged 7 years, 5 months,
and 5 days.

“ Brother, thou wast mild and lovely,
Gentle as the summer breeze,
Pleasant as the sir of evening,
‘When it floats among the trees.”

*“ Peaceful be thy silent slumber, {
Peaceful in the grave so low,

Thou no more wilt join our number,
Thou no more our swngs shalt know.”

-

“ Dearest brothgr, thou bast left us,
Here thy losg we deeply feel,

Bat ’tis Go1 that hath bereft us,
He can all od{ sorrows heal.” .

“ Yet again we hupe to meet thes, 4
‘Whon the day of Hfe 1s fled,

Then in heaven with joy to greet thee,
‘Where no farewell tear is shed.”

“ Bnatohed in the morning of his life,
By death’s resistless hand,

He soared sbove this scene of strife,
And gained a happier land.

There holier deeds engage the soul,
Theroe holier beings dwell,

And there, while endless ages roll,
Their songs of triumph swell.”

“ I am not here.,”

Sacred to the memory of Jorn Grgey, late of
Devonshire, England, who died March 29,
1848, aged 64 years.

" _ “Thedesd in Christ shall rise fist.”
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JorN AvstIN, from Armagh, aged 39, died Sacred to the three children of Robert and

1854 ; and his two SamukLs in 1842 and ’51.

In memory of Joux Harws, who died Dec. 15,
1846, aged 49 years; also Jane, his wife,
who died Feb. 12, 1844, aged 41.

* The grave is but the Christian's bed,
On which his weary body's laid,
‘While to his ransomed soul is given,
To see his S8aviour's face in heaven.”

Mary Jang, died 1860, aged 16.

* She sleeps in Jesus and is blessed,
How sweet her slumbers are,

From sickness and from sin released,
And freed from every care.”

Revecca ArvsTroNg, wife of James Smith, !
died 1855, aged 22.

“Bhe's gone from all she loved on earth,
To Him who died to save,

The desr one whom we Javed so well,
Lies mouldering in the grave.”

Maroagrer Hexry, wife of W. Smith, died
1859, uged 38,

¢8he shone to our sight like a ray of light,
That awhile to us was given,

Te lighten earth till it passed away,
Undimmed to its source in heaven.”

Ricuarp Horues, Esq., of the glen of Aher-
low, Ireland, died 1853, aged 74 years.

He was a loving husband, a kind, indulgent
parent, and a sincere friend. He was indeed
beloyed, and he died intensely regretted.

* Though here no lofty monumental columu swells,

It's proud posscssor’s titles to unfold,
Benesth this grassy mound in silence dwells

The warmest heart that ever yet grew cold.
Fareweli ! tho' long on earth thou aidst sojourn,

And bard'y earned the mead thou now hast galned,
Forgive the selfishness that bids us mourn,

And prowmpts the wish that thou hadst still remgined.
Bt what we hore eall lifo i3 such,

Bcarce aught to be adiaired snd thou so much,
That I would il] reqyite thee to constrain

‘1bat unb,und spirit fato bonds agajn.”

Beloved Farewell.

Racred to the memory of Harrier, wife of
Weymounth G, Schriver, who died 1861,
agsd 26.

' 4 little whils and ye shall not sep me, and again s
litsle whtie sud ye sball gop e, bpcypss 1 go to the

Fatheg,

Mary Williamson, who repose within thiS
enclosure in the joyous hope of a gloriow’
resurrection.

“ Here side by side our infants He,
Nor sickness frete nor fear alarms,
The loved ones of the shepherd’s eye,
The lambs he carries in his arms;
We weep. yet angels seem to say—
‘Who wou'd see heaven must be as they.”

ANy Grasam. FErected by her husband-

Also, six of her children—Jaygs, Jou¥
WirLiay, Curistiva, Fasxy, and Sarat.
** Why shou'd we mourn departed friends,
Or thake at death's alarms?
Death’s but the eervant Jsus sends,
To call them to his arms.”

‘¢ Afflict! ;s sore long time I bore,
Physicians were in vuin,
Til God at length did thiuk it fit,
To ease me of my pain.”

¢ The less of this cold life the more of heaveti,.
The brighter life the earli r immortality.”

“@o home, dear friends, and cease from tears,
1 must sleep here till Christ appears,

Prepare for death whi'e 1i%s you have,
There's no repentance in the grave.”

“ What says the happy dead?
8be bids me bear my load,

‘With silent steps proceed,
And follow her to God.”

“ All flesh is grass and turns to dust,
Mortals are born to die,

Live well and put in Christ your trust;
And hope for endless joy.”

“Rest {n peace, thou gentle epirit,
Throned sbove;

Bonls like thine shali God inherit,
Life and love.”

Sacred to the mewory of two children, #b%'

died at the age of three.

* Happy children, early blest,
Rest, 1u peaceful siumbers rest,
Farly rescued from the cares,
That iucresse In growing years,”
“ Favewell, dear friends, a long farewell,
For we shull mnect no more,
Tiil we are rafsed with Christ to dwell,.
On Zion's happy shore.
Farewell, dear friends, aguin farewell,
He soar shall rize tv. thea,
And when we meet no tongue oan tell,
How gre.t our joy shalk he™



% Avigbls beckoned them, awsay,
i ‘And Jesus bade them come.”

"“*Bhe ltved as lives the peaceful dove,
I She died as blossoms die,

-And now her spirit floats above,
‘ A seraph in the sky.”

“ Her languishing head is at rest,
It's thinking and aching are o'er,
Her qulet, immovable breast,
‘1s heaved by affliction no tore ;
Of trouble and torturing pain,
It ceases to flutter and beat,
It never shall flutter again.”

PRSI

. ¥®™ They shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts,
7 that day when I make up my jewels.”

‘Westminster Abbey, 'London.

“ Lives of great men all remind us,
‘We can make our iives sublime,

And departing leave hehind us,
Footprints on the sands of time.”

Having wandered with us through several
vhurchyards, and read the short records of
Many whose tombstones give all the history
that remains of them, let us, before leaving
the tombs, pass through the long aisles of

estminster Abbey, where the venerable dead
e reposing in this temple of fame. Here
We find that the grave has not ouly poetry,
8t that it has also the poets themselves in
U embrace. Ifere also

“The knivhts are dust,

And their good swords are rust,

Their souls are with the saints we trust.”
Yost of Britain’s great men, who have thejr
mes recorded on the muster roll of fame, are
?‘ﬁlerreposing here or have cenotaphs erected
" their honour. 1In magnificent array, behind
%0 rows of massive columns, stand the
Hatues of England’s greatest writers, like an
Smy of white-robed angels.  Ben Johngon,
%llmel Butler, Spencer, Milton, Shadwell,
MaﬂOD, Abraham Cowley, and Chaucer, the

“t of spring, who has a wreath of vines and
®Wers around his head, with the inscription—

Honos erit huic quique homo,

Beneath Gray’s statue are the words—

“No more the Greclan muse unrivalled reigns,
To Britatn let the nations bomage pay,
felt & Homer's fire In M1:ton's strains,
- A Pindar's rapture in the lyre of Gray,”

THE GOOD. NEWS.

601

“Life 18 8 jest, and al! things show &,
I thought so ence, but now I know it.*

Campbell stands on a round pedestal, with
2 pencil in one hand and a book in another
with a lyre at his feet and the following stanza
inscyribed
‘ The spirit shall return to him
Who gave its heavenly spark,
Yet think not, sun, it thall be dim,
~ When thou thyself art dark.
No, it shall live again and sbine,
In bliss unknown to beams of thiney
By him recalled to breathe,
‘Who captive led captivity,
‘Who robb'd the grave of victory,
And took the sting frcm death.”

Beside him stands Robert Southey ;

“ Her comic vein had every charm to please,

"Twas Nature's dictates breathed with natare’s ease,
Even when Ler powers sustained the tragic load,
Full, clear, and just the harmonious accents flowed}

And the big passions of the fleeting heart,
Burst freely forth and shamed the mimic art,
Oft on the scene with colours not ser own,
Bhe puinted vice and taught us what to shan;
One virtuous track her virtuous life pursued,
That nobler part was unif rmly good,

Each duty there to such perfection wrought,
That if the precepts failed, :he example taught.”

Shakspeare, in full size, has one arm resting
on a pile of books, and from a roll before him
we read his own burning words—

“The cloud-capt towers,

The gorgeous palaces,

The solemn temples,

The great globe itself,—

Yea, all which {t inherits,

£hall dissolve;

And like the baseless fabric of a vision,
Leave not s wreck behind.”

Close by is Thompson, author of * The
Seasons :"—

“Tu'ord by thee, sweet poetry exalts
Her voice to ages, and informs the ragce
With music, image, sentitent, and thought never to die.”

We next read concerning Rowe i~

“Thy relics, Rowe, to this sad shrine we trust,

And near thy Bhakes:esre place thy honcured dust}
0, next him skilled to draw the tender tear,

For never heart felt passion mo-e sincere;

To nobler sentiments to fire the brave,

For never Briton more disdained a slave H

Pence to thy gentle shade and endl(ss rest,

Blest in thy genius, in thy love, too, blest;

And blest that timely from onr tcene removed,

Thy soul erjoys that liberty it loved.”

Here are Dr. Isaac Watts, Canning, and

Peel :—
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# Farewell ; but not for ever, bope replies,
Traoce out their steps and meet them in the skies;

i There nothing shall renew our parting pain,
They shall not wither, nor we weep again.

Beyond expression’s power or pencil’s spell,

Let this plain record eloguently tell,

That deepest grief with which we have to strive,
‘When those we love are dead and we survive.”

In case we should tire our reader’s patience,
we will now leave the haunts of the dead, but
before doing s0, we ask him to read that sig-
nificant inscription on Joseph Hume’s tomb-
stone in Kensal Green Cemetery, the only one
that has come under our observation unex-
pressive of hope :—

2% “But the transgressor shall be destroyed

together; the end of the wicked shall be cut off
—Psalm xxxvii. 38.

Though laid beside a queen-dowager, who is
there that would covet such a grave as his?
The mind recoils from the contemplation of it,
and in connection with the grave delights

rather to dwell upon the idea of « The reaper
and the flowers ;"—

“ There is & reaper whose name is death,
And with his sickle keen,

He reaps the bearded grain at a breath,
Avd the flowers that grow between.

He gazed at the flowers with iearful eyes,
{ He kissed thelr drooping leaves,

It was for the Lord of paradise

He bound them in bis sheaves.”

XY Z

THE SCRIPTURES.»

The Rev. W. Jay says:—- Love and study
the Scriptures. He that avoids reading a
portion of them daily, forsakes his own mercies
and is so far regardless of his own safety, wel-
fare, and comfort; therefore, bind them con-
tinually on thy heart, and tie them about thy
neck.  Precious Bible! like thy blessed
Author, our sun and shield; thou giver of
grace and glory, thou guide through all this
gloomy vale to our everlasting home, how
many advantages have we derived from thee!
Thou hast been better to us in our distresses
than thousands of gold and silver. Unless
thou hadst been our delight, we should have
perished in our afflictions. No wonder Job
esteemed thee more than his necessary food;
uo wonder David chose thee as a heritage for
ever, and found thee to be the rejoicing of his
heart; no wonder the noble army of martyrs
parted with their estates, and with their blood,
rather than with thee.”

THE GOOD NEWS.

A DEVOTIONAL SPIRIT.

A devotional spirit is a thing susceptible
of an intelligent explanation. The accur’
acy of the understanding of the explanation
will always depend far more upon the just
ness of the heart’s temper, than upon any
mere clearness of intellectual ideas,

The exercises of a devotional spirit are
infinitely various. It has its peculiarities
in all the means of religion, in all its ideas
and in all its affections.

Such a spirit finds at once, delight and
improvement especially in such things 8
prayer, meditation, contemplations of G
and heaven, remembrance of God’s dealing?
with the soul, thankfulness and praise, a3
with recollections of the past and anticipd”
tions of the future. It does not take 3¢
much to the study of truth as the use of it
—the taste and enjoyment of it.

A devotional spirit draws near to God
as its aim and delight. His characte®
his law, his love, his dispensations, and h»
presence, are not mere matters of aspeculd”
tive understanding to a devotional sou’
but they are matters of taste and experiencd
of delight and strength. God is sought-

With a devotional spirit the religiot®
affections ave particularly exercised.  Hear
takes the lead in a devotional spirit, hen®®
a devotional spirit is ordinarily a mor?
happy spirit. .

The devotional spirit in a very espec“‘l
manner, tends to impreve a believer in tb?
most important parts of his duty. '.fher"
are sentiments as well as principle in ™
ligion. In some respects, the piety of €%
timent wherein the ardour and strength ¢
the affections are brought into exercise, ;5
superior to the piety of mere princip®
wherein reason and conscience take ! °
whole control. If the affections were 1g™"
the conscience would seldom be wrobpg .
and reason would seldom be jostled frof
her throne by the deceptions of sin.
itself, in the deep home of its exist@“""’
is to be found rather among the dive
lusts that take up their abode in the b
than among imperfections of know} gi’
o;‘ primary pollution of the moral prin¢

o,

P Devotion is not study, it is rot hbo“;
it i8 not mind grappling with the sev.e'"u."9
of knowledge; it is just heart-breathmga:‘u_
wants into the ear of God in prayer;
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tating in delightful complacency upon his
tharacter and love, or singing its joyful
Songs of delight. It is hear! entering
lnto the great doctrines, feeding on the
bread of life. It is therefore, just an in-
dulgence of the heart’s affections, satisfied
Wwith God, and hoping in his loving-kind-
Degs,
A devotional spirit will wear away that
Sternness and severity of character, and all
- that coldness of a calculating spirit which
Semetimes distinguish a man of principle
Without love.

A devotional spirit is of no small mo-
Ment even in reference to a just apprehen-
sion of Divine truth. Though the truth
13 the instrument of sanctification, it does
hot follow therefore, that mind alone has
business withit, or alone ean understand
1t rightly. The heart has much to do with
i, The frame of devotion is the fit frame
of study. You will not be likely to mis-
Understand God on your knees,

A devotional spint, greatly contributes
to the promotion of holiness in the soul;
because it employs the influences of bene-
ficial and powerful habitudes of mind.—

evotion 1s not like study. There isa
wide difference betwixt them. You can-
Lot take it up when you will. You need
Something more than an act of volition to
enter upon it really and profitably. It be-
ongs to the heart, its frames, temper, and

opes, its delights, tenderness, and faith,
More than the mind. And the heart will
hot vield its frames and its impressions to
Your command, in the same mannet as you
can command your thoughts to what sub-
Jeet you will. A devotional spirit is a habi-

tude of the soul. To enltivate a devotional |

8pirit therefore, his the advantage of array-
e the full influence of habit on the side
of sanetifie tion.

A devotional man has his spirit arrayed
I he panoply of God. He brings all
things to the examination of a mind tem-
Pered with piety.  He receives more pro-
fit from devotional privileges, becanse he
Zoex juto his closet, or place of social pray-
er, or to the house of God with a soul
Yealy for their duties; and he departs
Carryine with him & lelp, a habit, and
& delicht.  The devotional habit Jends
Its influence amid the thousand thonghts
and emotions of life, to promote the feel-
Ings of his soul. 1t spreads over all of
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them. Ittempers every emotion, touches
every thought, tunes every passion ; because
it lives and bears the sway of habit in the
life-spring of them all

The devotional spirit is one of the strong-
est safeguards, therefore, against the subtlety
of temptation. Not the mostinstructed, the
most enlightened believers are the most
secure, but the most habitually devotional,

A devotional spirit cultivates all the
Christian graces. If truth and instruction
lay the foundation of them, it is devotion
that adorns them with their loveiiness,

The man of devotional spirit will have
an independence, a manliness of religion,
which mere principle, mere knowledge and
moral obligation can never attain. His
piety is woven vound his affections. His
heart will be firm. Love has taught him.
t Prayer has taught him. Praise, meditation,
contemplation of heaven, and walking with
God, heaven taught him. He judges of
all things for himself, for he judges these
by the book of God, and the great doctrines
which feed the powers within him,a life
which breathes in prayer and lives in
God. )

The spirit of devotion will make increase
of holiness from means which without it
would be barren of benefit. A devotional
spirit is its own instructor. It does much
of its own preaching. It is self-tuition,
. self-rebuke, self-monition.

The spirit of devotion is familiar with
Christ, and familiar with him, not as a
mere King, but as a friend. His love pre-
vails in its songs. A man of this sort of
| piety is familiar with sin, he knows who

has lifted off from his soul the burden of
guilt, and he often hias oceasion to mourn
its power asit clips the wings of an affae-
tion which wounll sour to God. Ha is
familiar with God. He s familiar with
His promises. e is familiar with that
iron fortitude anl tender love which took
Jesus throwsh all the scenes of an earthly
Uhwnbiation and death.  H s familiar with
[death.  He is familiar with heaven, 1tis
chis hoome. His hope s there.  His heart
s these.  Sweetly he hopes, while tossed
taround the storms of sin and the world
[ here, andl sometimes driven to despair by
the baffings ef Satan, that he shall yet be
at rest where sin and Satan cannot reach
him. —Krtracts from Speicer's Sermona.
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TfIE G OoD NEWS. not the Spirit— Grieve not the Holy Spirit

NOVEMBER 15th, 1862,

—_—

“MY SPIRIT SHALIL NOT

ALWAYS STRIVE WITH MAN.”:

i . . o o * 'y
l which their God-forsaken souls shall be for

GEeN. v, 3.

1

Many of us, in traversing the remote |
settlements of this new couniry, have heen |
occasionally struck with the sudden change |
in the character of the landscape,  We,
have travelled, it may be for days, through -
scenes of beauty, where the eve has been !
refreshed  with the massive verdure and |
bloom of the living forest, and cheered by
the wayside flower or the clearance and |
home ofthe hardy pioneer.  But ull at onee |
we step from this region of life and light, !
to that of the shadow of denthe—s burnt ,
and blasted wililerness, where the giant sons
of the forest, still stretching their Lald,
aud biackened, aud leafless heads towards
heaven, give but too sure evidence that the |
raging and resistless fire has done jts dead- |
ly work.  These trees, or remains of |
trees, form striking ohjects in such a land-
scape. They remain still firmly rooted in |
the soil from which they sprung; the rains |
and the dews fall around, but there is no
response in flower or leaf; the erly and
the latter rain falls in vain to them; sum- .
mer passes without its leaves, and autunmn
departs without its fruit. And wlien at
last a fiercer than ordinary blast sweeps
them from their place, we feel no regrets
that these cumberers have fallen to the
ground, no longer to 1t their bloached
and defiant ares to the skysand the sen-
timents of our henrts fully accord widh the
final event which Iavs the sapless  and
Efcless forms ju the dust, even thongh that
event should be one of turbulenee,
tempest, and storm,

Sueh, we eonceive, is a st iking emblem
of the solemn and portentous trath, veiher
obseurely hinted at ju the lest, nor oh-
scurely shadowed forth in other portions of
the word of God,  « My spivic shall not
always strive with man—E phraim is Joined
to his idols ;s let him alone=There is 4 <in ui-
to death: T donotsay that he shall pray for
it—the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost !
shall not be forgiven unto men—Quench

and ¢

L'it, 80 sure is there

of God.”—All tend to confirm our helief

in the truth that as sure as men are born
into the world and at last pass away from
a point in their earthly
pilgrimage, bevond which the Spirit of
God will cense to sirjve with them,—hevond

ever left to fill up their cup of wickedness
and wrath,—beyond which their remaining
earthly career shall Le one unbroken course
of hardening in guilt, and one unbroken
scene of preparation for a coming woe.
Point out to me, if you can, in any one of
the innumerable scenes of this world's
wretehiedness, one so melancholy, so pro—
foundly melancholy as this—asoul for ever
forsaken of God's zood Spirit, and for ever
hopelessly given upto its own Insts, and yet
li\'inj_r AMONGSt us, moving amongst usy
meeting with us daily in the hannts of busy
life and merchandise, profering to us the

hand of friendship, passing to us the kindly

grecting, joining with ws at the festive
board, or, it may be, even receiving from our
hands the sacred symbol of a Savieur's dying
love.  Where, in all the range of hnman
circum.tances and existenee, wil vou find a
case toquadrate with such a conditjon as
this? Recount all earth’s batilo-ficlls with
theirseenes of hinod,and sufte) ing, and pain,
all the sorrows of the captive, all the tears

of the slave, all the mental agony of the
widow and the fatherless, all the repinings

nt'disap]minlc-l hnpus, yea, congregate int®
ove greaty, and lamentable, and Liter erve
all of sorrow aud of sutlering which the
world has ever withessed, and vou fail to
convey anything like the appaline condition

~of the man who has crossedd, though Lut

for & moment, that mystesious el fatal
line in the path of Lis anortal exi-tences
when God's Spirit shall o longer strives
‘md when asentenee s sure and irrevocal e

as that of the Judement day shall forever seal

his unlupyy destiny, and forever fix his
unchanging fate. Tt matters not that 11”?
semence—a jadicinl sentence as righteou”
asever proceeded from the mowth of @
richteous God—Drenks not forth upon t]"?
unconscions and deluded sinner iy aceents
of thunder and alarm. 1 it be true, a8 “'e,
bave reason 1o believe, that every sinne?
without exception is tending towards this
fatal line Juaid somewhere across bis P“‘b'
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then there is every reason that the church
should, with trumpet tongue, proclaim the
startling truth in every ear, if peradventure
Tépentance may be found for us, and we
may be awakened from our Jethargy and
dreain to a sense of the imminency of our
danger, and aroused to & full conception
of the perilous position in which we at this
moment stand, if still found up in arms
against all this striving and urgency on
the part of that gracious Being who thus,
it appears, manifests for us all the concern,
and all the tenderness, and all the impor-
tunate solicitude of a goud and ‘a merciful
parent. Oh!that every pulpit throughout
our land may faithfully echo the alarming
truth, that over the head of every sinner, of
every rank, and age, and degree, there ever
hangs a sentence, the record of which may
at any moment for ever cause him to be
abandoned, to pursue the fatal path of his
own deliberate choice—a path wkich leads
straight down to the worin that dieth not,
and to the fire which is not quenched.

As our space is limited, we will urge but
Oue practical remark, the most important,
however, which can be drawn from the
subject. .

¢« My Spirit shall not always strive with
man.” It strikes us that the very words
m which these texts are coushed, and their
solemn warnings conveyed to us, forbid the
Impertinent enquiry,—at what date in our
Past history have we committed the grand
8in which has prompted God to withdaw
hig Spirit?  We know that many are proue
to wander back into the past in search of
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of God until he has grown grey in his
experience of crine and wickedness,—flee
for your life—you have no warrant for
believing that God will strive with you.
another moment—your most venial sin is
objectively infinite and worthy of an
infinite punishment—close this moment
with the offer of merey and salvation held
out to every sinner without exception—and
then, thus united to the Saviour, you will
show that the impressive warning of the
text has not been heard by you in vain,
and that you have exhibited the soundest
theology, and the soundest philosophy in
ceasing at  once and forever from the
dangerous and unequal strife.  We take it
that the sin against the Holy Ghost is a
commoner one than generaily imagined ;
confined to no particular age of the world,
and to no partienlar or flagrant act of
profligacy or blasphemy. Take the ease
of the heartless debauchee, of whom thers
are thousands around us, and say that it
would not be a most righteous thing were
that God, whose pure and holy law he has
80 long contemned and despised, even now
to del'ver him up to the judgment of his
own Justful appetites. Take the case of the
worldly-minded man—a multitude whose
name is legion—who spends every waking
hour in the cager and endless pursuit of
unsatisfying wealth ; whose increasing years
add but incieasing weight and intensity to
his sordid desires after accumulating heaps
of treasure which hie kuows not eitherhow
to use orenjoy; whose mind, as it narrows
up to all that 18 generous, and manly, and
virtuous, widensout into a sea of boundless

a record which never can be found.  The
task will ever be fruitless and vain, We|
k‘now not the particular moment when the I
Spirit, silent and viewless in Lis mighty
Operations, may cease the strife.  Here, as
n his grand prerogative of merey, and in
the decree which flows from his electing
love, God acts the part of a Sovercign.

€ may, at any moment, visit the sinner
With the first desert of sin, and if, in the
Wwords of the Catechism, * every sin de—
Serveth God’s wrath and curee, both in this
life and in that which is to come,” then we

Would say to the youngest sinner with whom
the Spiri of God has first begun to strive,
What we would say to the hoary-headed
tebel of three-score years and ten, who has

selfishness and unsated desire: 2 man who
has all through life consistently and de~
liberately extinguished every emotion which
would have crossed his one great purpose
of amassing wealth, and say if it would
not be a most righteous thing if God were
even now to deliver him up to the judgment
of his riches all cankered and corrupted,
and leave him to heap up with a miser’s
care, and with an aj.petency which never
can be sated, that treasure whose consuming
rust will at last witness against bim, and
eat his flesh as it were fire. Muliitudes
there are around us who have thus sinpned
away their day of grace, and are surely and
irretrievably posting their way to their final
destruction, and multitudes more are stand-

thwarted and opposed himself to the will {ing in jeopardy every hour of their existence

[N
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just as seemingly unconscious of their
impending fate. O then, let the wide and
the resounding call be echoed wherever
there isa human ear to hear,that God desires
not the death of the wicked—that he views
your pesition to be one of danger so great
and so very near that it constrains him to
lay bold of you, and to strive with all the
might, and energy, and earnestness of the
friend who would cast his whole strength
and soul into the determination of saving
you from casting yourself headlong from
a high and fatal precipice, and who
struggles  with increasing might, and
pleads with increasing and piteous tender-
ness, as, beut on your own destruction, you
draw nearer and unearer the dizzy edge of !
the frightful gulf. There is no preacher
of righteousness like Noah before the flood,
commissioned to tell you of years and days
of grace. The present call to repentance
if unheeded, may for ever seal up your dull,
cold ears. Be warned in time. Rouse
thee from thy lethargy, and set about the
business of salvation and sanectification
with all the solicitude of one conscious of
his danger, and with all the alacrity of
one conscious that there is not 2 moment
to be lost if he would escape from the
perils with which he is surrounded. The
solemn warning which pealed so fruitlessly
upon the ears ot the generation before the
flood still pe:ls on ours, I beseech thee
to beware of further provocation by indulg-
ing in vain and speculative thoughts as to
God’ssecret purposes and plans. ~Bring to
bear upon the consideration of the question
the decision ofa plain and a practical mind
determined to act up to the light already
given.

Recollect that you are responsible, not
for the plans and the doings  of Jehovah,
but for vour own acts. God might justly
hLave left us in ignorance of all this strife,
but he has, in great merey, upon the back
of the solemn warning that every sin de-
serves his wrath and curse added the
equally solemn warning that his Spirit shall
not alwaysstrive with man.  Inthe mysteri-
ous providence of God, the day on which
your eye scans this page may be the very
day fixed to decide at last and forever your
eteinal and unchanging fate. Beware then
lest the setting of yonder sun should witness
the setting of all your hopes in darkness

and despair, and lest the gathering of this
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evening’s twilight should be but an impress-
ive emblem of that gathering darkness
which may ere long shroud your soul in
impenetrable glooni, an event in its deep
mystery and silence more terrible to you
than the dissolution of the earth on which
you tread or the passing away of these
heavens as a scroll, an event which will
leave you no place of repentance though
you should seek it carefully with tears,—
And we write in strong and urgent terms
to you just because we know that through-
out the churches there exists, with regard to
the sin against the Holy Ghost, an unsatis-
factory sort of feeling which, in its very
character, blunts the edge of this solemn
warning as to the striving of God's Spirit,
and leads the mind into a region of mist
and unprofitable speculation, and which,
in its very tendency to convert what is near
into what is remote, takes fromn the warning
itself all its meaning and all its urgency,
and thus flatters the soul into a condition
the very opposite of prompt and immediate
action. O sinner, let me warn you that it
is a dangerous thing thus to trifle with your
Maker, and I would importune you with
the urgency of one who knows that now is
the accepted time and that now is the day of
salvation, and who dreads another act of
resistance on your part as the very act upon
which your immortal destiny turns, and
who would fain awaken you into a sense 0

the awful condition of the soul which has
thus become the hoid of every foul and
unclean and hateful spirit, and of the utter
hopelessness of the man who has thus
committed the great sin from which the
blood of Christ will never cleanse just
because it will never be applied, and who
has thus at last grieved away the go \

Spiritof God and deliberately chosen as his
loathsome and everlasting portion the com-
panionship of devils and a place in that
sea of living agony, the smoke of whose
devouring flame ascendeth up for ever an
ever. Let this day then I beseech yott
witness, on your part, the high and the
holy resolve to cease from all your idolsan

to turn unto the living God with your
whole heart and mind, a determinatio?
which never once missed the object of it8
solicitude and its care, since the day when
men first began to call upon the name of the
Lord and a determination, moreover, whi¢

will give to your future course all it8

*



THE GOOD

heavenward movement, which will impart
to your conduct and manners the lustre of
true dignity, and which will confer upon
your future life all that is attractive, and all
that is lovely and of good report.

Cotes des Neiges. W. B.

TRUTHFULNESS IN WORK.

In the article upon Mothers' Meetings,
in our rumber for May, was the following
remark :—¢¢ Perhaps our teaching would
be more effective if we never went beyond
what we ourselves have learned in our
own experience; but how hard it is to be
30 truel”

A correspondent writes to us, “ Will you

let me carnestly call the attention of your,

Christian readers to the great importance
of this hint to workers? It struck a chord
inmy own heart as Iread it; only I would
have the ¢ perhaps ’left out.

« Are we not bound by our allegiance
to and union with Him who is the Truth,
never in words, or look, or tone to express
one particle of feeling that is not really
ours ¢ We must keep far from the con-
demnation of those who ‘do the Lord’s
work deceitfully.

«The downward path is easy,—justa
word or two uttered that the speaker does
not feel, then a few unfelt expressions in
prayer by a bedside, or at a mother’s or
teacher’s till the guileful habit is contracted
of speaking what never came from the
heart, and will never go fo the heart.

« Ever and anon, lookers-on are amazed,
and Christians are wounded by the open
incousistencies of ome who was thought so
good and holy, ¢ She talked so much of the
love of Christ, she prayed so beautifully ;
they knew not that all the while there was
a worm at the root; truth had been tam-
pered with, and the end was grief,

« Dear Christian sisters, I especially
speak to young beginners, who often pain-
fully feel how little they have to say,
beware of the slightest deviation from per-
fect truth. If we are but Christians we
have enough to tell to those who know
not our Lord, and we may speak of what
is beyond us as being described in God’s
Word, experienced by more advanced Chris-
tians, and to be obtained by patient seeking.

« I know that God’s blessing rests upon
this truthful course, for I have proves it.
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I well remember the firm determination
made at the outset of my own Christian
life, that I would express nothing that I did
not feel, but make use of what God had
given, and wait for more till He added it
¢ One instance of usefulness especially
comes before my mind.” Whilst I was stili
seeking after God without any consciousness
of having found Him, I meta weeping
mourner coming home from the new-made
| grave of her darling child, and earnestly I
i tried to comfort her, and to win her soul.
i T would go no further than such words as
these:—¢ [ am only a seeker myself, but
1 know I shall find because of the promise,
and so will you if you try and give up all.
I wish I could tell you more about Jesus,
but I don’t feel it myself yet,” and I repeat-
' ed some texts of Scripture that supplied the
lack.

“Before long, her woundel heart was
cheered by her Saviour’s presence. She
sought and knew that she had found Him,
before I knew that for myself, and in writ-
ing to me a few years after a letter full of
the heart-breathings of a devoted Christian,
she Jooks gratefully back to that conversa-
tion, saying,. You pointed me to Jesus’
So Idid, though at the time He was to
me as a stranger, but I honestly and prayer-
fully sought to save hersoul, and the effort
was blessed.

¢ Perhaps in the later stages of Christian
experionce the trial of truthfulness is still
greater. Let us be honest still, at any risk
of being humbled before our fellow-creatures,
let us be truthful with our God; go to
Him with the earnest eutreaty that He
would revive our souls, and wait for renew-
od words to use in His service, until He
graciously gives us renewed blessings."—
The Book and its Maissions.

REV. J. NEWTON AND THE BIBLE.

«I have many books,’ says Mr, Newton,
¢ that 1 cannot sit down to read; they are
indeed good and sound, but, like halfpence,
there goes a great quantity to a little
amount. There are silver books, and a
very few golden books; but I have one
book worth more than all the rest. It is
called the Bible, and that is a book of bank-
notes.’
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DEATH OF A NOBLEMAN'S SON.

Coming from a meeting of the Irish Charch
Lissions, one of our nobility stepped into a
Erivate circle of friends, one of whom said to
im—
“Your Lordship promised you would tell
us about your son who died in’ Africa.”
tis Lordship narrated the following inci-
dent. He suidia—
Our boy was the darling of his mother,
and his father's favourite child. We could
But ke left us, and went

not but love Lim.

to South Africa. When he left, he was
unconverted, and this was our chief sorrow,
He had not been long in Africa when
we received a letter to the following  ef-
fect—

“My dear Father—You will be sorry to
hear 1 have met with an accident. 1 am
unable to write much. The docior hopes
that in a day or two I shall be better, [
will let you Lkuow in a duy or two, if I am
able.”

The father read it with a heavy heart, and |

searcely dared to hand it to thp mother.—
said he, “if there had only heen in it
one such expression as ‘hy God’s providence,
or ‘if the Lord will”  But there was no re-
cognition of God, and the father grieved lest
Lis son should die in the unconverted state in
which he left home. T'ime rolled on, and an-
other fetter came, The post-mark was the
same, but the handwriting was different. It
turned out to be written by the physician,—
The substance of the letter was ax follows:—

“Your Lordship will he grieved to lear
that your son died by the accident to which
Le veferred in his last. He lingered  but a
few days.  He suffered greatly.”  The physi-
cian added a word or two to the offect, that
everything that could he done was done, and

that respect was paid at the funeral suited to |

{ have ason, or a danghter, at the
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the position which he now occupies in Sonth®
ern Africa. ‘The nobleman opened this letter
with trembling; glanced over it; saw jto
character;read on. It was substantially this—

“Your Lordship will grieve to learn of the
death of your son. The moment I heard of
his illness, 1 resorted to his bedside, where I
found him in the deepes; anxiety about his
soul. He was labouring under a sense of
guilt—a deep load of sin, I peinted him to
the dying Lamb; told him of the one Sacri
fice—the one Saviour; and your Lordship
will be delighted to know, that on the day
before his departure, light broke in upon hig
mind, and he died rejoicing in sin forgiven.—
His last words were these— Tel] my father
that 1die in Jesus, and that I shall meet, him
in heaven,” or words to that effect.”

Ob, tathers and mothers are vou asleep
over your children? 1t may be some of you
antipodes, or
in some distant country. Oh!pray, pray with-
out ceasing, that God may touch their hearts,
that God may save them, lest they die in that
far-off land, without God and without Christ.

His Lordship, after telling this affecting
story, wiped the tears from his aged and noble
face, and, turning round to his aaditory in
that private circle, said—

“Cau Lever doubt my God again? Can 1
doubt His promises? I have always believed
the Saviour's promise— ¢ If ye shall ask any-
thing in my vame, [ will do it;’ and ‘Tram
up a child in the way he shonld go, and when
be is old he will not depart from it,’

O mothers, fathers, friends, say we not truly,
itistime to awake outof sleep, both regarding
the solemities of Divipe truth, and the con-
dition of those who are around? Oh, awake.
Awake,

May God grant that you may become
awakened concerning your own condition.—
There are many of you who do not know that

the rank of the decoused Said the noblemay | $O4 A suved—whether, if you were o die
;Y\ 2 ARG, ..t { i o . . av P’ e 1nece
—<When T read thet letter, 1 took it away | to-night, vou would have a happy entra

with me, and laid it down before the Lor

W 11to the presence of Jesus, or whether you
)

and said, * O Alvalom, my son, my son oo | Woull be lost. It is a dreadful thing to be
:\\'Ol;lll God that 1 Liad Ytli("(l ‘fm‘,thm: lili' son, | living. alteruating between heaven and hell,

nmy son”” e said, “1 dared not hand the
letter to his mother.
it to God, and afterwards told it to his mother,
But there was not a word of Gtod, or provi-
denee, in the letter, and it was bringing my

gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 1 felt us |

if 1 shounld never lift up my head arain,”

A few wecks again elapsed, when a third
letter was brought, and the nohleman kuew
the handwriting,
had gone frow this couutry a gentleman whom

I understand bLis lordship had assisted—in

fact, this gentleman was indebted to him forJ

Broken-hearted, 1 took |

’ ot knowing whether you are Christ’s or not.

Oh, awake, awake | awakel—Rev. J. Den-

ham Smith.

e

Love, in this world, is like a seed taken
from the tropies, and planted where the
winter comes too soon; and it cannot

}sprvad itself in flower-clusters and wide-
['twining vines, so that the whole air s fillad
1t so happened that there | with the perfume thereof, But there is to
be another summer for it yet. Care for -
the root now, and God will care for the
top by and by.— Beecher,
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PAUL BROWN'S DIFFICULTY.

“ Good morning, Deacon Curtis,” said
his invalid pastor, as the kind visitor en-
tered his chamber. «I am very glad to
see you; 1 was particularly wishing that
you would come in to-day.”

“Good morning, sir,” was the ready re-
spouse; “ what can I do for you?”

“I wans to ask you, Deacon, about our
young friend, Paul Brown. Since I have
had the trial of being Jaid upon my back in

the midst of this precious revival, and have

been obliged to commit the pastoral care of
my people to a stranger, I have feared that
gome tiwid souls might be overlooked. 1
have thought particuiarly of Paul Brown,
whorn I have undersiood to be in earnest
concern for Lis salvation during many days;
and yet [ cannot learn that he is making
any progress. He is shy and reserved; 1
fear that some difficulty is keeping him
away from Christ.

“ 1 do notknow of any especial hindrance
8ir, he does'nt speak of any.  He comes to

- all our meetings, and Lam told that he is

very diligeat in reading the Bible at his
boarding-place. I suppose he will come
out bright by-and-by. We can not force
the matter, you know, pastor.”

“ You mean, I suppose, that we eannot
dictate to Gud in the exercise of his sove-
reignty. That is true, ‘ He hath meroy
on whom be will have merey”  But he has
declared it his purpose to show mercy to
those who penitently seek it and if we can
help our fellow sinners thus to seck salva-
tion, it is surely buth our privilege and
duty. In the matter of earnest eudeavour
* the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the vivlent take it by force  Deacon,
1 must sce Paul Brownatonce, Will you
ask him to come in?

« ]f you think it will not hurt you to
talk with him L will. But I fear you are
not well enough for the exertion.”

“ 1t will hurt me less to see him thanto
bear him on my mind so painfully as I

ave done this morning. 1 must know
what his trouble is, if possible.”

The faithful messenger soon delivered his
errand.  But Paul Brown was not easily
Persuaded to an interview with his pastor.
“Ha is sick and ought not to be troubled,”

e said. « Besides, Deacon, it’s of no use
® try auy more; Il am about discouraged.

~..
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It isu’t likely the minister can tell me any=
thing better than the Bible does; and I've
read that pretty constautly for a fortnight
now.”

“He may mike the meaning a little
plainer though, neighbour Brown; and he
seemed so troubled about you, perhaps you
+ had better see him.  He will be worried, I
am sure, if you refuse to go.”

At that idea Paul’s reluctance vanished,
and he was soon beside the sick bed ofthe
L waiting pastor. The inquiries of the latter
were most direct aml simple. “What s
keeping vou away from Christ, my friend ?
| Do you not know that he is able and
Pwilling to save you ”

! “ Not more wiiling than I am to be
isaved, [ am sure of that, sir,” was the an-
swer,

“ Well Jesus sayg, ¢ Come unto me and
be ye saved—why do you stay away ¥”

« Ab, sir, that ¢ coming’ is Just the thing
that troubles me; I don't know how to do
i’

“Have you asked the Saviour to show
you how?”

“ 1f you mean praying, sir, I have not
done that.”

“Do you tell me that you have not
prayed for your own salvation ¢’

“Surely I dared not pray; for the Bible
itself declares that ¢the sacrifice of the
wicked is an abomination to the Lord.’”

“ You greatly mistake the intent of that
Seripture, it you suppose it means to forbid
prayer to an anxious sinner.  God does not
80 mock our necessities, His ear is open
to the faintest ery of those who would seek
his face. In all the guiit of our impeni-
tence, Jesus so loved us as to die for us.
Tuink you that when he sees us turning
towards him he would frown us away?
No, my friend ; He is waiting: to be gracious.
—come to him and live.”

“ How shall 1 come?”

“ Ask Jesus to show you how. If you
have never prayed, this is the time and
place. (et on your knees before God, and
tell him your trouble. In the name of
his dear Son ask his help.”

Paul Brown followed his. pastors coun-
sel.  He felt himself a sinner—he wanted
to find pardon and peace—he believed Jesua
was able and willing tobless him; and like
a trusting ohild he Liic the casebefore hin,
God was not sluwck conecrning his promises,
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Heshowed to the needy suppliant his warm
and yearning love—his complete ‘atone-
ment—and made him feel a sweet and
tender welcome to the arms of redeeming
love. Paul Brown’s difficulty was over,

“ONLY FOR FUN.”

“ What is my little Harry doing? ” said
Mrs. Milton to her little boy, who was
standing by the window, and whose unusual
quietness attracted her attention.

Harry made no reply, so his mother laid
aside her work, and came to his side, when
she was distressed to find that the little

fellow was amusing himself by pulling off
the legs and wings of a poor harmless fly.

“Oh, Harry, how grieved I am to find
out Lhave such = cruel little boy; how can
you have the heart to torture a poor fly in
that manner?”

He hung his head, and said in a low
voice, “Ionly did it for fun; I did not
think I hurt it much.”

Mrs. Milton sat down by the window,
and as she drew Harry to her side, she
pondered how she could best impress his
mind with a feeling of the cruelty he had
committed ; and after a moment's thought,
she rose and sharply pulled some hairs out
of his curly head, causing him to start,
and cry—

“ Ob!'mammal mamma ! you hurt me!”

“Yes, Harry. Iwished you to have
some little idea of the pain you have inflict-
ed on the poor fly. I think you will not
be 80 cruel again.”

“But, mamma, I did not hurt the fly
somuch as you hurtme. It is sucha little
thing, it could not feel as I did.”

“Indeed, my dear, you gave the fly far
more pain than 1 gave you—think for a
minute what you would feel if some great
monster were to pull your legs and arms
off ‘ouly for fun.’ ~ Zonly pulled some little
hairs out of your curly locks, while you tore
off the poor fly’s legs and wings, which can
never grow again as your hair will.” The
tears stood in Harry’s bright eyes, as he
thought how cruelly he had taken that life
away, which he could never give back; and
he remained thoughtfully by his mamma's
side long after the pain of her gentle pun-
ishment had gone off, and he resolved that
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he never again would be so cruel to any
of God’s creatures. May He give the little
boy strength to keep such a good resolutions

TYPE OF THE DEAD AND LIVING
BIRD.

Leviricus xiv. 1-7,

Two birds were to be brought for the
cleansing of the leper. The one was to be
killed in an earthen vessel over running
water; the other was to be dipped along
with cedar-wood, and scarlet, and hyssops
in the blood of its slain fellow, was to be
used along with these for the sprinkling of
the leper, and was then to be let loose into
the open field.  All this accomplished, the
leper was pronounced clean.

This is one of the most beautiful of all -
the Old Testament types. It resembles
that of the scape (escape) goat, so called
because while its fellow was slain, it wad
allowed to escape. The bird of the text
may, in like manner, be called the escapé
bird,

There can be no doubt that both types
set forth the Saviour—dying and living
again.  One goat and bird did not escaper
butdied. So Christdid not escape, He died-
The other goat and bird went forth un-
harmed—the goat into the wilderness, the
bird into the open field. 1In like mannéf
Christ escaped. His people shall sing in
the glorious resurection morning, *Our
soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of
the fowler, the snare is broken, and we are
escaped.” It was his own song on that
morning of joy and blessedness when He
“ was brought again fron the dead by the
glory of the Father.” Had we seeu the glad
bird skimming the air, we should have seeB
the most expressive of types—the glad S8
viour leaving death, and the devil, and 8%
evil world behind Him, and ascending %
His Father's Presence.

From this we see the necessity of f0¢
goats and two birds—the one o die, me
other o live. Death and life meet in Christ?
one type could not have represented both-
If we had asked the cleansed leper, « Where
is your leprosy #” he would have answere
“The bird now dead has been killed for i
and the living bird kas flown away with ""'
see him as he rises, the blood of his fﬁu"xl
on his wing[” If we had asked srael ¢
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the day of atonement, * Where are your
sins¥” they would have answered, « The
goat of sacrifice has died for them, and the
live goat kas carried them off; they are not
here.” Let us pass to theantitype, let us ask
the believer, * Where are your sins?” « He
that was dead,” will be his answer, “ shed
His blood for them, and alive now, He has
carried them away, entering with that blood
into the holy place, my Mediator, High
Priest, and Advocate.  They are not here,
they trouble my conscience no more.”

The greatest crime ever committed on
earth was the murder of the Son of God.
And yet those who on Pentecost were so-
lemnly charged with that crime, were found
immediately after, in perfect peace, eating
their meat * with gladness and singleness of
heart, praising God.” They had received
His testimony of a slain and living Saviour,
and their consciences were at rest.

This peace of conscience through the
sprinkling of Christ’s blood is the cleansing
of the leper. Leprosy, the most loathsome
and defiling of bodily diseases, is the type
of sin, ¢ that abominable thing which I
hate.” Itprevented a man from approach-
ing God’s tabernacle, it shut him out from
acceptable worship. And sin on the con-
science, in like manner, will not allow usto
draw near to God as a Father, and is an
effectual hindrance to all acceptable worship
and service. But when we know that the
Son of God has died for onr sins, when we
know also that He has carried them awa
with Him, and that we shall hear of them
no more, the conscience is relieved of its
load. We rise up into liberty, « the glorious
liberty of the children of God,” and call on
His name as a Father with true and thank-
ful hearts. Lord, evermore grant us such
cleansing | — By the Rev. William Tait,
Rugby.

UNLEAVENED BREAD.

Who wrote the Word of God? God
they Holy Ghost. Who explains the
Work to us? The Holy Ghost. Does
the Holy Ghost actually explain it to us?
Yes if we actually lean upon His testi-
mony, if we come as empty pitchers to_be
filled.

How often do we come so?  Alas! very,
very seldom, if ever: our fashion is to
come half filled with our own thought, or
the thoughts of others, or with our pre-
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judices and wilful ignorances, refusing to
be emptied. It is impossible, therefore,
we can be “filled with the Holy Ghost,”
our loaves are loaves of alum; no baker
adulterates his bread so much as we Christ-
ians adulterate the Word, and we are so
ignorant that we approve of adulteration,
and so degenerate in our tastes that it tastes
better than pure bread to our injured and
diseased palates. Men, long accustomed
to dissipation, have this infirmity.

We study the Word of God as Roman
Catholic Protestants. We caretully file off
the edge of the sword of the Spirit; when
we feel it sharp, we explain it away until
it suits us, forgetting in ourignorance that
we are to be filed away to suit it. We
mix plenty of our leaven with God's unlea-
vened bread. Wae sit down to criticise i,
instead of sitting down to eat it, and we
rise up from reading it prouder than when
we sat down. We cut off all the crusts,
and we pick out the most tasty morsel,
and wonder that we have learned so little
trom the Word. Alas! we have been
carefully rejecting it.

Why should we wonder? We are s0
full of man’s husks that we have no appetite.
We have been roaming in Christian dis-
sipation over the mountains of Vanity,
and partaken so largely of man’s manu-
facture that we have no appetite ; the finest
of the wheat tempts not the sick child.
Why are the Lord’s peopleso lean? why

y | do we look like mere spiritual shadows?

why are we ooly the (Rhosts of the apostles ?
because we are Roman-Catholic-Protestant-
Christians. The apostles measured them-
selves with Christ, and they were always
dissatisfied with theirown * stature.” They
tried to grow as tall aud strong as the elder
Brother—this was their ambition. (Read
Ephesians iv. 13, 14; 1 John ii. 6.)

The sling and the stone make Satan
tremble; he trembles as he sees a ruddy-
faced boy gathering a smooth stone out of
the Spirits brook. Paul, when laying
gege to Corinth—wise Corinth—put off
Saul’s armour; (1. Cor. ii. 4. 5) He
gathered the pebbles in 1 Cor. ii, I3, and
slew both lion, bear, and Philistice.

The casting down of our spirits in true
humility, is but like throwing a ball on
the ground, which makes it rebound the

| higher towards heaven.
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LOST OPPORTUNITIES.

Suppose, during the last twenty years only,
we, with our counections, had put forth, by
increased unity, love, and self-denial, twice the
measure of cucrgy which we have employed;
are we not authorised to assume that, at the
lowest, twice the quantity of good would have
been accomplished?  Most of that good, how- .
ever, cannot now be done. Multitudes of
those who should have been the objects of ouy !
attention, have pagsed away from tue sphere of
exertion and of prayer. They lived, but aye |
dead. They died in ignorance—we might
Liave insgructed thein; without hope—we might
have wunfolded the heavenly state to them;
without Christ—we might Lave pointed them
to “the Lamb of God, which tuketh away the -
tins of the world” - And others also are dying!
Now, while ] speak—while you listen—they
are dying!  Eee! how they puss along, melan- |
chioly, sad, and speechless, sivking down into
endless night!  Ob, if they wouid only stay #ill
we could yet mauke one attempt for their
salvation! Noj; they would, but cannot, stay.
They are gone—they are goue! We ghall
niect them next in judgment! !

Thou Judge of all! how shall we meet them?
—how shall we meet thee, then? We are
verily guilty concerning our brother!  Ifthou
shouidest be strict to mark iniquity, O Lord,
who could stand? i

Brethren, the crisis of the world is come!
Ave we prepured for it?  Can we resign all
the interests of an earthly life, and identify
ourselves with the will of God and spiritual
excellence?  Can we staud in the whirlwind,
talk with the thunder, and look calmly on |

1
'
!

heaven, when God locks forth in indignation | Cupar Augus, Dr,
on a guilty world?  Are we preparcd for the | ing
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roots the deeper, and lifts its head the higher
till the sapling that might be bent by a2
infant’s arm, laughs at the hurricane, and de-
fics the storm.

You cannot continue in sin without the
heart growing harder, and the conscience be-
coming more scared,and the distance between
God and you daily growing greater. And
the sinner goes down into hell as a rock
loosened from its summit goes down a hill,
—the longer it rolls, it bounds and dashes
and whirly along with more rapid and resist-
less force.

How tender is conscience in childhood,
for instance, compared with that of the grey-
headed sinner! We have seen a child with
fow sins on its head, and few spots on its
heart, tremble at the thought of eternity;
and we have stood by the deathbed of tie

“grey-haired man, and we have thundered in

his cars the terrors of the law, and held be-
fore his eye the light of Calvary; and never
a tear ran «Jdown his furrowed checks, nor
muttered prayer moved the lips whose cur-
ses were recorded in the book of judgment.
I know there is no heart so hard but God

- can break it, and there is no man so far gone

in sin but God can bring him back. But, as
was once sald to & man who asked, when
speaking of the perseverance of the saints,
“how long may I sin,and yct be saved 77—
“Don't try the experiment.”  Itis a danger-
ous experiment. We know God's patience
to be lasting, but it is not everlusting. 0! be
prevailed on to “seck the Lord while he

may be found, to call upon him while he i
‘nigh”"—Dr. Guthrie,

B e —

SivaiNe 1N CHURCH.—At & soiree in
Guthrie, in  denoune-
those who sit mute in chureh during

scenes of that direful duy, for the events of that | s nging, said—- People seem ta forget, that

dread hour when the plagues of heaven shall
fall on the wicked, and the earth shall be filled i
with wailing and blasphemy?  Are we prepar- |
ed to sympathise with man, and are we ready |
to resign our leisure aud our self-indulgence,
in order that we may promote his eterual ;

welfure, and thus for the future gnard agajnst | Cease.

“lost opportunities?”

Clristian’s part,

This is to act the:

GOING ON IN SIN,

A man going on In sin is like 4 man go-
ing down a hill, every step he takes makeg
Lis ascent more difficult, aud his return less
likely.  Sin is like a fire. If you allow g
fire to burn for a da.y,do you think it will be |
as likely to be quenched then as it is nuw 7o
Sin is like a river, the farther from the founa
tainhead, the mightier becomes its power,
and the more resistless its carcer. It is
ke a tree, the longer it grows, it strikes itg

{of all parts of thisearthly worship the sing-
ing is the only part we shall take with us
to heaven. There will be no preaching
there; there will be no praying there; but

there the sound of God's praise is never to
For myself, T know nothing more
revolting than to see a fine lady sit down
at & piano on a fine evening, and warble
out the fiuest musie, who, when she comes
to the house of Gol, sits mute there, as if
God’s praises were not worthy of being
sung ™ —[Gospel Messenger,

.,

A 600D coNscIENCE.~—No bed so s0't
no flowers 80 sweet, so florid, and delicious
asa good couscience. Itis herea perpetlil”'l
comfort, it will be hereafter an eternat
crawn~Jeremy Taylar,
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! Sabbath School Lessons, doubtless he did so; but it was the out-
: : —_— stretched hand that secured success. 'The
November ?3"'d’ 1862. position was one maintained with great bodiky

—

exertion.

This is the first time “writing” is mentioned;
it is interesting that this should be on an oe-

Connection.—Israel was now about sixty casion where man’s efforts and God's blessing
miles south of the place where they receeived | were both shown to be o0 necessary to sue-
She manna. The Arabs reverence a laege | cess.  Jehovah Nissi—a banner, concentrates
olated piece of grunite as the rock from | the strength ~and feelings of an urmy.—
e the water flowed. Amalek’s doom was fearful. Sce 1 Sam.
xv. 2-8.

WATER FROM THE ROCK.—
Exop. xvi. 1-16.

" 1. THE PEOPLE MURMUR. VER. 1-4,

Rephidim, where there was no water. Tt APPLICATION.

Diust he remembered it was God, perhups in | 1. Never distrust God. Whatever your
the cloudy pillar, not Moses, that lf:d Lsruel | state, Rowever many your sins, trust Him.—
ere.  Well might Moses say, © Wherefore | He pities, loves, and is most willing to save
do ye tempt God?” you.  All sin begins with doubting God—all
God had just stilled the murmurs of the | rood by trusting Him, Eve doubted God—
People by giving them mauna, and He now | Judas perished because he despaired.
;}d them ‘into a new trlfﬂ' tp Jprove ifth(}y 2. Tobe discontented is to blame God.—
h(’uld trust him; PS?'- Ixxxi. 7. They did | Thosethat arc discontonted ve zer blame them-
l% In the bitterness of their sufferings they | selves; and in blaming their fellowmen they
Urned fiereely agaigst Mosas. MOS@S‘ knew | really blame God, forgetting that He chooses

O whom o go. 7”9 crics to the God to | their lot for them. Not so Job, David or
ghom Lsrael should huve gone. Stoneme.; Joseph.

0 David at iZklag. ) ;

David at iZklag 3. When in the grertest difficulty go to

II. WATER FROM THE ROCK, VER. 5-T7. God.  He will welcome and help you.  Moses.

God atonce answers. T'he rock in Horeb, | 111 80, ver. 4 David: - Jouab. -~ Hezckiah,
s X . : - e 110

robubly the rock was poiuted out by the 4. That vrock was Christ. T'he Hebrews

echinah resting on it. Twice water seems | n‘eeded water !nuch, but deserved 1‘t not; yet

Shave been brought from the rock—bere and God bronght it out of the rock, So with ug, -
% Kadesh: Nunl;b' xx. 10. It was at the | *¥¢ required a Saviour much, but deserved

; . xx. 10. ! S ; .
atter occasion Moses sinned, losing both his P,Ol;le’ yet out of (J:,h rists _sm]tte[,' side flowed
aith and his temper. Isracls aclions sid lood and water” forns.  Have you drunk
“Is the Lord amoug us or not?” " of that “living water?” 1 Cor: x. 4. 'The

Imagine the sce{i]e.—'l‘he worn, fevered woman of S:\m:irl:t, John iv. 10; Rev. .x.‘vn.

ger caowd, rushing to the clear, sparkling 11._ How awful eternal thirst, Luke xxi. 24.

‘ater, as it poured thiough the cawp, Tho | 9 P!{g:‘lnls to Canaan 7I}Il$l“.ﬁ,;{']ll lherz
Wother dipping her empty pitcher, or laving . 6¢y- There aremany enemies, © Apollyon,

e face of her feeble infant, ere she wet ler iph. vi. 10-18. ‘Temptations without and
Owyy parched lips,—the strong rudely thrusting sin within must be overcome, (vhrw,‘ from
Wide the weak to reach the Dwuturt-—tho \‘01'5' . heaven watches the boy or girl \‘vho tries to
Cattle at’ the scent of water bro:{kiugl [-l.('”'])] i be good andﬂwill h«)]l) t_hem. “_'lf) .hi’m that

eir halters end furiously muking for the ! 0\'&[‘00"}0“1,' Rev. ii. 4, 11, 17, 26, &c,
ean. I 6. Work and pray. Both were necessary
ur ] . P here; Joshua must fight and Moses must

* ISRAEL FIGUTS WITH AMALEK, VER. 8-16. s streteh his hand to heaven for help, or Israel
Imalel: was a nation dwelling to the gouth 1 13 beaten ! So let ns do all we can. every

Pulestine.  They were not permitted to : duty with all our might, and pray curnestly

¢k Israel while suffering from thipst.— @ for God’s help, and we will sucveed,  So the
q 0ose us out men. The Hebrews were yo | Soilders of Bx-uc(: kuelt before they fought at
{ riors: slaves never are. This is the first Bamnockburn.  So David. Mordecai.  Panl.
'Me Joshua is mentioned.  Moses was muceh | The Jews; Neh.iv. 17,18,

i‘?o old to be a soldier. On the top of the 1 7. Beware how yonhinder any in the road
ill, where he could see the battle, Moses stood | to heaven. By tempting them tosin; 1 Kinggs

With the rod of God—so called becuuse (God ‘ xiil. 21, How feartully Amalek was cursed
N used it as the instrument of many wonders, | for hindering Israel's march ! Boys and girls

Ough, perhaps, it wasoriginally cnly a shep- | often tewpt each other to do wrong.— Edin,
Yods crook. It is not said Moses Prayegz S.8S. Lessons, .
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SECRET PRAYER—Matt. vi 5-15.

In thix lesson we are taught not only the
place Lut the form of personal prayer. We
ure not to imitate the prayers of the heathen,
who love to pray in prominent places that

they may he seen of men. (See“ Good News” |

for 1862, page 322, for illustration of the
conduct of the heathen.)

In contradistinetion to this, we are to re-
tire to « cecret place, where no human eye
can see us, and there “alone with (God”
epread out our case before Him. Observe
our Lord assumes that his disciples pray, Tt
is patural to pray, The general practice of
the heathen proves it.  But man requites to
be taught by the Spirit of God to pray to
Christ.  Observe further, our Lord assumes
that we have a place to pray. 1t is some-
times diflicult to find a place where we can
be sufficiently retired for worshiping God, yet
where there is a will there is away. A sailor
engaged in whale fishing spoke to his mother
ou his return from the voyage, of the enjoy-
ment he experionced in communing with God
away far upon the deep. Ske exclaimed,
“and where could you, John., amidst the
bustle of ship-hoard fiud a place to pray?”

“I1 used to retire to the mast-head. There
I had communiou with my God.”

We are not to use vain repetitions.  Ro-
petitions are not forbidden.  Our Lord prayed
thrice; Matt, xxvi. Paul sought the Lord
thrice; 2. Cor. xii. 8. Eminent sajnts have
been so full of desire for one thing that they
could not but ask the same thing; but the
repetitions of the heathens are vain, inasmuch
as they expect to be heard by their much
speaking.

The form cf prayeris well known.  Almost
every one, young and old in lands where the
Bibie ix circulated, can repeat it.

We cannot better illustrate this part of
the lesscu than by publishing the following,
which we found in the form of a tract.

Isa. 63:16.
L. Byright of creation. Mal. 2. 10.
2. By bountiful provision. Psa. 145: 16.
3. By gracious adoption. Eph. 1:5.
Who arT v mEAvEN. 1 Kings, 8: 43,
1. The throne of thy glory. 1sa. 66: 1.
2. The portion of thy children, 1 Pet. 1. 4.
3. The temple of thy angels. Isa. 6: 1.
HALLOWED BE THY NAME. Psa. 115: 1.

1. By the thoughts of our hearts, Psa. 86:11
2. By the words of ourlips. Pasa, 51. 15.
3. By the work of our hauds. 1 Cor. 10: 31

Our FATHER.
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TaY EINGDOM comE. Psa. 110: 2,
L. Of providence to defend us. Psa.27: 8.
2. Ofgrace to refineus. 1 Thess,5:23.
3. Ofglory to crownus. Col, 3: 4. ©

TEY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH a3 1r 18 1N
HEAVEN. Acts 21: 14. ;

L. Toward us, without resistance. 1 Sam. 3:18. -

2. By us, without compulsion. Psa. 119: 36.

3. Universally, without exception. Luke 1§

4. Eternally, without declension. Psa. 119:

GIVE Us THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.

1. Of necessity for our bodies.  Prov. 2058
2. Of eternal life for our souls. John 6: 36

ANXD FORGIVE US OUR TRESPAssss. Psa, 35: 11
L. Againstthe command of thy law. 1 Jobts
3: 4.

2- Against the grace of the gospel. 1 Tim. 1: 6- -
AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT TRESPASS AGAINST
vs. Matt. 6; 15.

L. By defaming our characters. Matt, 5: 11
2. By embezzling our property. Philemon 18-

3. By abusing our persons. ~ Acts 7: 60.
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, RUT DE"
LIVER US FROM EVIL. Matt. 26: 41.

L. Of overwhelming afflictions. Psa. 130:1.

2. Of worldly enticements. 1 John, 2: 15.

3. Of Satan's devices. 1 Tim. 3: 7.

4. Of error’s seduction. 1 Tim. 6: 10.

6. Of sinful affections. Rom. 1: 26.

For THINE 18 THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, ANP

THE GLORY, FOR EVER. Jude 25.

Thy kiogdom governs all. Psa. 103: 19

Thy power subduesall. Phil. 3 .20: 21

Thy glory is above all. Psa. 148; 13.

Awxe~. Eph. 1: 11,

1. Asitisin thy purposes. Isa. 14:27. '

2. Soit isin thy promises. 2 Cor. I: 20.

3. So be it in our prayers. Rev. 22: 20.

4. Soitshall be to thy praise. Rev. 19: 4.
—e

AN ARAB HEARING THE LORD'S
PRAYER

1.
2.
3.

I remember, on one occasion, travelling
in this country with a companion who b
possessed some knowledge of medicine; ¥
had arrived at a door, near which we Weo
about to pitch our tent, when a crowd
Arabs surrounded us, cursing and swesarl
at the “ rebellers against God.”—My fﬂenu;
who spoke a little Arabic, turned rouﬂ‘li)i o
an elderly person, whose garb bespoke '
a priest, and said,“ who taught you ¥ o
we weredisbelievers! Hearmy daily pray
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8nd judge for yourselves:” he then repeated,
the Lord’s Prayer. All stood amazed and
Ylent until the priest exclaimed, « May

od curse me if ever I again curse those

& %ho hold such a Delief! nay, more; that

fipayer shallbe made till my hour be come.
: 1 pray thee,0 Nazarene, repeat that prayer,
L Way it may be remembered and written
Mong us iu letters of gold.”— Hay's
. Western Barbary.

December Tth,

JETHRO VISITS MOSES,—
Exop. xvir. 1—27.

1. Jxraro visies Mosgs,

Jethro was evidently a worshipper of the
t'l.le God. He was both king and priest of
b Ldian, a district which lay round the eastern

Yanch of the Red Sea. Though at a dis-

Oce from the Israelites, aud not personally
Uterested in the wonders which the Lord had
],Tought on their behalf, the fame of their de-
WWerance had reached him, by which his faith
w‘iﬂ increased and his spirit strengthened. It
‘ould appear that shortly after “the cireum-
ESIOD of his son, Moses sent both him anl
. fs mother back to his father-in-law. It mani-
i ‘:sted no small faith on the part of Jethre
1 commit them to Moses in the wilderness,
He must have felt coufident that the Lord

Ould watch over hia people in the wilderness,

d would ultimately bring them to the land

Promise. Mark the names of Maoses” sons.

ershom means a stranger there; and Jliezer,
N God is my help. Moses carried his re-
1Zion into the bosom of bis fumily. Ver 6

4 prohably a message sent hy Jethro to

Doupce his approach, in conformity vith the

Stom of Eastern polentates.

2. Mosks' RECEPTION OF JETHRO.
M«‘\Vlthough Moses had been highly hononred

b f0d, he was endued with the grace of
h‘i‘mllity. The manner in which he received
8

of father-in-law, showed the love and respect
X an affectionate son. On hearing from

O8¢3 all that the Lord had done for Lis
th:ple’ Jethro rejoiced. 1t is remarkable
wh.t he rejoiced at the goodness of the Lord
Imlle the Israelites themselves murmured. [
GOw that the Lord is greater than all
\uods'-"ethm knew this before, but now he

Owg it more surely, and makes this public

fe:gion of the coufirmation of his faith.
hnan all Gods—than all idols, and all po-
Vv tates, who are sometimes called gods.
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in testimony of their mautual friendship and
commou faith.
3. JETHRO'S PRUDENT COUNSEL.

Moses’ zeal made him forgetful of the care
which was necessary for the preservation of
his body. His mode of administering justice
was fati ruing to bimself, and tiresome to the
people. ~ Jethro's own experience as a jndge
would, doubtless, have qualified him to give
advice in the matter. By the system which
he proposed, justice would be more expediti-
ously done, and Moses would be relieved of
an immense burden. If God comnusnd thee
so.—HKxcellent though the advice of Jethro
evidently wus, he refers Moses to God for
guidange, who is infinitely wiser than the
wisest of men. Ifis counsel was adopted, and
must therefore have received the Divine
sanction.

Learn—1st. Let your religion be seen and
| felt at home—in private as well as in publie.
True piety thus distinguishes 1tself from false
profession; Matt. xxiii. 14. '

2. Be courteous to all. Though Moses
was greater than his father-in-law, he did
obeisance to him; Rom. x. 11; 1 Pet, ii 17,

3. We should seek to stengthen each other
i by the relation of the great things which the
P Lord has done for ws. This the Psalmist
i did, Ps. Ixvi. 16, and this ourS: viour connmand- -
ped the man to do, whom he had wiracalously
healed: Luke viii. 39.

4. Rejoice in the works of God. The
Christian may say ‘ My father does them all.
: Alkin to the joy of Jethra, ver. 9., will be
- that of the Church triumphant; Rev. 18, 20,
5. Ve should rejoice in the ‘prosperity of
others; Rom. xii. 15.  We shall thus resem-
ble the angels in heaver; Luke xv. 7.

6. Be ready to tauke good advice. How
| promptly Moses followed the good counsel
of Jethro.

e e
i If we with earnest effort could succeed
, To make our life one long connected prayer,
| As lives of some perhaps have been and are,
| If never leaving Thee, we hud no need
| Our wandering spirits back again to lrad
{ Tnto thy presence, but continued there,
| Like Angels standing on the highest stair
! Of the sapphire throne, this were to pray
indeed.
But if distractions manifold prevail,
And if in this we must confess we fail,
Grant us to keep at least a prompt desire,
" Continual readiness for prayer and praise,

! An altar heaped and waiting to take fire

M‘.’;‘# 12th affords a beautiful picture of | With the least spark, and leap into a blaze,
itjv

e piety. They ato bread before God |

TRENCH
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Religious Intelligence.
THE NESTORIANS,

By the sixth century the Nestorians had
formed very numerousand influential Chris-
tian churches «in all parts of Persia, in
Tudia, in Armenia, in Arabin, in Svria, and
in other conntriess” they had traversed the
wild Steppes of Tartary, and had planted
1hie standard of the cross among their fierce
tribes; they had penetrated to the very east
of Asia, by their God leaping over China's
great wall, and winning great mandarins
to the faith,  In glad remembrance of the
ancient splendour of this noble church, may
Christians now help  together by their
prayers that such days may again dawn
upon Nestoria !

Lt may be interesting to know that the
lips of the God-man uttered many words
of their tongue, the Syriac.  Thus, when
Le named Sinion Bar-jona. son of a pigeon
(timorous creature), Cephas, a stone, im-
mosable when buiit on the rock, he used
their word; acain, when lLe spoke to the
deaf, « Eplphatha,” be opened ;and when
he eried in awful agony on the bloody tree,
« Lama subachthani!™  Raca and Corban
are Syriac words.  The Spirit. tou, teaches
the new-born soul to cry, « Abba,” Fatler.
Paul coneludes a tremendous curse witl
one of their words: «Ifany man love not
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema
maranatha.”  And oue last instance let us
note, when the Lord took the dead maiden
by the hand and said, ¢ Talitha cumi? O
that he may now take this sleeping chureh
by the hand and again repeat the wonds,
“ Maiden, 1 xay unto thee, arise””  And
may she acain stand forth in lwa\'vnly
beanty, and testify for Christ in the midst
ol the darkness of the East!

Already we fancy we discover the streaks
of a Lrightening  morn.

THE GOOD

Lately one of operation.

NEWS.

and then tell us to be still.”  « T will wes!
only a cotton dress this year,” says one.~”
1 will spare so much, and r0 much, and «0
| much, others cry. 1 will do without mJ
_earrings;” and fair hands remove the oF
' naments which we do not think Paul h#®
recommended amongst the a:lornments for
i Lioly women. Butter, rice, and other thing®
- were promised, and as muchas 147 dollat®
-equal to £30 of our money, was snbseri
out of the depths of thetr poverty.
. that an earnest, passionate, absorling #
.for Christ’s eause may fill the hearts ﬂﬂf
ennoble the acts of all the churches ©
1 God through all the earth !— Baptist Mag
azine, '

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN
| ASSOCIATION .~ LONDON-ExcLAR

Nortu-West Brawcs.

! .
| The following are the ohjects which thi#

| Association ever keeps before its member?
asscen from an extract of a letter sent t0 3

tlate number of the Revival. An Associ®

| tion with such devout aims,steadily pursue®

.aud blessed by God's good Spirit, can?

i but result in untold blessings. During the

I past eight vears they have been Jargelf

; honoured in seeing the fruit of their labou®
. in the conversion of many souls.

. Ist. As an Association, we confine ot
“selves exclusively to spiritual work. )
, have no Reading-rooms with newspaper®’
{no classes for discussions or for litersl.
[purposess in fact, no appliances of ar’
; ostensibly educational character whateve
All our meetings are thoroughly o !
Sreliglous nature, * Observation and 'e-\'Peﬂr
rence decpen our gratitude to God fo
{leading  us to take this decided live ©

their pastors addressed a churel from the . 2ud, Individual effort.  An extensi¥®
words, “1tis more Llessed to give than to | disiribution of tracts by the members, {1
receive,” and appealed to them for help iu | cultivating in - them Loldness for Chris !
Jrosecuting a mission among the monuntains, [ and making them u<cful in Lringing bu?
Some one arose in the meeting, and at | dreds to the Bille-class, whom we shott

anee offered an amount small to us but
larce to them.  Others followed the ex-
ample, and a strange scene ensued.  The
preacher begaed them to be silgnt that the
sarvices might be continued in the usual
way, but was answered, “ You stir us up,

never otherwise mect there. Persot®
eonversation with the unconveried, 80;
with anxious persons, thus giving X
members experience in directly dealing W'f sl
individuals, which makes them use

every where,
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THRE GOOD‘ NEWS.

3. Having for our motto, «Every
1 a missionary,” and “watch. for souls
% they that must give aceount.”  Seekin
g"lce,'tljat like our living Head (though
iling therein grievously) we may live for
"¢ one object of winning souls for God,
4t anxiety to win these may be our
|lling passion.
4th. Setting forth Christ and salvation
“Mough fairth in Him alone.  Never weary-
Mg of the old story of the Cross.  Prayer-
Uly depending upon the the Holy Ghost
Yeveal the attractions of that Cross to
e Licarts of men.  Preaching a free, a
WL and a very present salvation to the
st lost, in Jesus Clirist,

k 5th. Expecting inunediate results, be-
ing that God will answer prayer.

Ying out net to sow seed so much as to
Teap “the harvest.  For 300 vears at least
2l has heen seattered abroad—cast aver
0 Beoved land, and vet dear brethren
N isters g to their teaching in various
heres with 1o higher object than to sow
sl stiil. Wili the lnsbandman be ever
Wing and never gathering in the harvest?
a‘}‘l shall \\nl‘kel';‘, tng.-ti[vr with the om-
"Potent God, be content with giving “line
].p“n line precept upon precept, here a
Utle and theren iittle,” without witnessing
tal results from  their  loving efforts ?
Sllrel.v the Lord’s spirit ix not straitened,
Ut we are straitened by our unbelief and
s oand carnality,. “ Ye have asked
"Othinj:! A<k and ye shall receive. With
9 all things are possible; all things are
ible to him that believeth.” May
Nany hearts Le made to pray for the
Lorgrg work here, and for the work amongst
%ung women in the Association in Craw-
m;d treet, where we are g'moeful to knpw
Lord is again working in the salvation
Precions, priceless souls,

O

I:lEVIVAL MEETINGS IN HAMILTON.

‘(.)Tl Saturday at 3 p.m., there was a generui
,g“uering()fchil\ll'vu at Knox's Church. After
w esses had heon delivered by several clergy-
o i, the assembly was dismissed, when a few
()l’“S gathered apoand Dr. Irvive, the pasto:
¢ Church, wud requested liberty to hold «
myer meeting in his Vestry, which being
o lited, in u few minutes about one  hundped
s Wet.  The boys made a similar request,
about hulf the:number of boys met i
ther room,

81v

| were then going on at the same time. In
; these meetings ministers and sabbath school
| teachers were preseut, and some of them bathedd
]' in tears while they heard the children sob_and
| pray for the pardon of thier sins. It is object-
ted by some that Mr. Hummond speaks on
- topies and in a manner which is caleulated to
> alarm and terrify his andience.  This isnot =0,
tand the best proof of it is that crowds of child-
‘ren are attracted by his simple, plain and af-
“fectionate dealing, and are drawn not driven
to seck for pardon.  Hence it is that numbers
of children ave aronnd him at the Gore each
sevening xinging hynms, and gathering erowds
[ of passers-by to the church,  An audience
convened yesterday at 3 p. m., in Mr. Burnett's
church to hear Mr. Hammond, the evanguiist.
Ministers of various  denominations  werg
present.  Jvery coruer of the large church was
filled. The iuterest was unflaggingly kept up
for two full hoars,

At the meeting, Mr. Hammoud introduced
a man who had for many yeurs been praying
to the Virein Muary.  Many were in tears
while he told the striking story of his having
come to a meeting a careless nan, and of his
being led to attend to the things of eternity,
Ie declared bis happine-s was unspeakable
since he had found peace, e seemed to be
thoroughly fn eurnest. His statement was
very simple and poiuted, bhut most telling;
though it was evidently that of & man who -
had never addressed o public andience before.
Mr. Hammond had the entive sympathy of
his andience during the service and spoke
with more freedon and effeet than he did since
he came among us.  The andience seemed to
hang wpon him, and at times many of then
were deeply atfected, whilst teurs treely tlowed
from their eyes. At the close of this service
it was announced that if any parties wished
the prayers of the cougregation, they might sig+
nify the same by rising up, as there was not tinw
to hold an inquiry meeting when over twa
hundred persons rose to their feet, and for
them the solemn prayers of the congregation
were offered.——Hamilton Times.

“ Prayer is the firct thing wherewith a right.
eous life beginucth, and the last wherewith it
doth end. The knowladge is smull which we
have on earth concerning things which are
done in heaven. Notwithstanding, thus much
we know even of saintsin heaven, that they
pray. Aud therefore prayer being a work
common to tie Church, as well trinmphant
ag militant, a work common wnto men with
amgels, what should we think but that so much
of vur livesis celestial and_divine as we speud
in the exercise of prayer? For which cause we
see that the most comfortable visitutions which
God hath sent men from above have taken

The two prayer meeting,

especially the times of praver as their most
pataral spootusitive —iagler,
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A WEEK OF SPECIAL PRAY ER authority; the ;;ower of the Holy Bpifit to asobl’
n

NEXT YEAR.

The following Invitatton to observe a Week of
ial prayer at the commentement bf the en-
fing year has been issued by the Commitee of
Uguncil of the Evangelical Alliance,
Former invitations to observe a week of
ial and united prayer at the beginning of
e year have met with a very extensive and
hearty response. From almost every country
in every quarter of the globe did much prayer
wscend to heaven during that hallowed week,
on behalf both of the church and of the
world,

The manifest blessings by which these
weagons have been marked render it imperative
upon us to repeat them. Christians of every
ecuntry and nume are, therefore, affectionately
recommended to set apart the eight days,
Jan. 4—11 (inclusive) of the ensuing year,
for simultaveous and earnest supplication
with thanksgiving to him who has commanded
—*“Pray without cessing. 1n everything
aw]”e thanks: for this is the will of God in

rist Jesus concerning you.”

The following topics are suggested as suit-
able for a prominent place in our exhortations
and intercessions on the successive days,
the general adoption of which would give a
character of agreement to our setvices highly
acceptable to the Lord (for so He has taught
ug), and animating in the consciousness of it
%0 our own hearts,

SUNDAY, JAN. 4.—Sermons on the dispensation
of the spirit.

Monpbay, JAN. 5—Humble confession of our
manifold sins, as individuals, families, churches,
and nations, Prayer for the Lord's blessing on
the services of the week.

TUESDAY, JAN. 6. The conversion of the un-
godly; especially those of our own families and
congregations; larger success to all the means
employed for the evangelization of different
classes of the population, and for checking every
form of vice and immorality.

WEDNESDAY, JaN. 7.~Increased spirituality
sad holiness in the children of God. leading to
their closer union and sympathy with each pther,

and their more marked scparation frow the world

—a richer baptism of the Holy Spirit on all
ministers and their fellow-labourers in Christian
lands, to quicken their Icve and zeal, and make
them ¢ wise to win souls ”.—a blessing upon all
seminaries of sound learning and religious
education—a large increase of devotedncss, self-
denial, and liberality on the part of the people
ot large.

THURSDAY, JAN. 8.--The conversion of the
Jenws;'the more extensive and successful preach-
ing of the gospel among the heathen; the revival
of pure Christianity among the ancient churches
of the East; the overthrow of every anti-christian
egror; the comforting and liberation of them who
sre in bonds for the gospel’s sake; the prevalence
of peaceamong all nations; a blessing upon the
90gls of all brethren and sisters engaged in mis-
slgnary labour among heathen and unevangelized

ulations.
‘RIDAY, JAN. 9.—The Word of God: The univer-
s}, recognition of its Divine inspiration and

Bauy its circulation and perusal. The Ldl“’:’
ay: The acknowledgement of fits sanctity 8
obligation; a blessing upon all offorts for pros
ing its better observance at home and on
Continent.

SATURDAY, Jan. 10.—Thanksgiving for 05'
numerous temporal blessings and spiritual pri? 1
eges; prayer for kings and all {n authority: fof®
who are suffeting from war; or scatcity. or o
other affliction; for all sorts and conditions
men. '

SUNDAY,JAN. 11.—Sermons; The Cbur?b‘
Praying always with all prayer and supplicati®;
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
severance.”

May the Spirit of grace and of supplicatio®
be abundantly pouted out upon alY who ¢
spond to this invitation! May their pruye":
come up with acceptance before God ﬂ:)f
Father Almighty, through the priesthood

his biessed Son! 'The Lord“will be v

gracious unto thee at the voice of thy erJ;
when II2 shall hear it, He will answer thee -

Worship in Spirit and in Truth.

It is impossible to separate true spirit“‘l
worship and communion from the pe :
offering of Christ to God. The mome?
our worship separates itself from this,—!
efficacy, and the consciotstess of that 1P
nite acceptance of Jesus before the Fatbé”
—it becomes carnal, and either formal, or t¥
delight of the flesh.  When the Hoiy Spi*
leads us into real spiritual worship, itle
us into communion with God, into t
presence of God,and then, necessax-ily: ,l‘)'
the infinite acceptability to Him of 't't'
offering of Christ is present to our Spir'™’
the acceptauce of that sweet savor is U v
in which we goto Him. We are assoc?®”
ed with it, it forms an integral and nece® ,
ary part of our communion and wors 'u
We canuot be in the presence of God '
communion, without finding there the pe
fect favour of God in which an offé p
Jesus is. It is, indeed, the ground of O':‘
acceptance, as weil as of our comn_l““‘o s
Apart from this, then, our worship
back into the flesh; our prayers form 40
is sometimes called a gift of prayer, "hl‘;
which nothing often is more unproﬁmb ol
a fluent rehearsal of known truths “b‘
principles, instead of communion, an t
expression of our wants in the unctio®
the Spirit; our singing, pleasure of the €4
the taste in music and expression, in ¥ p
we sympathize, all a form in'the fleshs ’An
not communion it the Spirit. =~ ‘..
this is evil; the Spirit of God owns it P
it i# not in Spirit and iu truth.

.
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