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NATURAL SCENERY OF CALRDON AND ITS NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD.

Caledon is situated ona very high point of what
is here calied “themountain,” This is the same
elevated ledge which crosses the Niagara Riverat
Queenston, and after stretching round the Head of
the Luke, continues in a northerly direction tothe
corner of Caledon, which it crosses a few lots up
from the front of the Townslip, in about a north
easterly direction, and then continues to the east-
ward across Yonge Street, where it is knownby
the name of “the oak ridges.” The sea beaten,
sea worn cliffsin many parts of this ledge bear the
amplest evidence that it has been at some former
period the shore of Lake Ontario ; the boundary
at the other end, where «the Falls” would natu-
rally be when the water stood at this height, being
probably the ridge of highland which crosses the
St. Lawrence near the lower end of the Lake of
the Thousand Isles, known on the American side
as the Rossie Hills,  Thesecliffs are in many places
500 feet high, and are for the most part composed
of himestone in horizontal strata, in some places, of
slate, and in others, as in Caledon and Esquesing,
of excellent frecstone or sandstone.

There is perhaps no part of this ridge where

more cxtensive views in all directions can be ob-
taincd by a few miles travel than in Caledon. On the
day after the mecting of the Presbytery, while the
writer, with two of his co presbyters, were out call-
g on some of the families at their own houses, we
touk a walk toa bold puint in the face of the moun-
tan on the same concessivn line on which the
church stands, and about a wile and a half farther
down. What a glorious view we had there !
Above, the sun was shining brightly 1 the
clear blue sky, while far below, the eve gazed
over the tops of the trees dyed by the autumnnal
frosts in the most varied and gorgeous colours,
some brown, some ycllow, some 2 deep red,
as the maples, mingled with the dark green
shades of the pine, with here and there the blue
smoke curling up from some speck of clearing—the
whole spread out hike an immense and most mag-
mficent carpet, stretching away for miles and miles
on every hand, until by degrees the several colours
becawme less and less distinet, and at length in the
far distance were blended together in smoky blue,

{uungling i front of' us, away over the "lownships

of Torouto and Clinguacousy, with the dimly seen
waters of Lahe Oantario.  On the left we looked
far away to the cast over Vaughan, Markham and

Dickering, as fur as the eye could carry ; and
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on the right, over Esquesing, Trafalgar and Nelson,
to where we could see the mountain ledge jutting
inupon ¢ 1he Head of the Lake.”

Onthe west side of the Township, the Yedge is
mucl more  precipitous, and on this account
ay wellus it being broken by the valley in which
the river Credit descends, there are many more
points from winch extersive views can be hud than
on the cust mide ; for it s to be remembered that
while the face of the mountain 18 covered with
timber, often of a gigantic height, it is impossible
for a person to get u view of the country below
until he has reeched a clifil that elevates him
above the tops of the trees immediately in front
of him,

But although the edge of the mountain in the
east i3 not so precipitous as in the west, the
scenery is still striking.,  "I’he gradual slope of the
face of the mountain is broken into numerous Jittle
hills, among which the pathway winds, sometimes
along the side of dechvities almost too steep fora
horse to keep his footing, and sometimes by the
banks of little lakes, or mountain tarns, embosom-
ed by the hills in basins of an acre’s ares, some of
them almost unfathomnable, and their quict waters
dark with the thick and overshadowing boughs of
the forest.

Again, at the upper corner of Caledon, towards
the corner of Adjala, there are some fine views
away to the north east, afforded by the deepval-
leys formed in the mountain by the head waters of
the river Humber.

Mono is the next township to the north of Ca-
ledon. Aridge of high land runs acrossthis town-
ship, nearly in an east and west direction, about a
mile or twoup from the head of Caledon. From
this ridge which may be called the back-bone of the
country as it is the highest point of land in all this
region, there are some very beautiful views away
to the north towards Lake Huron. The head
waters of four of the principal rivers of the coun-
try have their rise here on this ridge within a few
miles of each other. On the north side of it, the
head waters of the Nottawasaga rise and run along
its base for a number of miles to the castward be-
fore turning north to Lake Huron. On the west
end of it rise the liead waters of the Ouse or
Grand River, running into Lake Erie ; and on the
etst end of it those of the Humber ruming into
Lake Ontario. It is on the south side of this
ridge that the hicad waters of the Credit take their
tise. One part of them comes from the west cor-
rer of Mono and the corner of the adjoinng town-
ship of Amaranth, being principally emall streams
issuing from beautiful springs amongst the lutle
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sandy hills, and joining together run towards the

east. Another part comes from the cast corner of

Monoand runs along the base of theridge towards

the west, at one place forming a beautiful Yake of
about 150 or 200 acres in extent, and little more

than half a uule from a cousiderable branch of the

Nottawasaga flowing to the eastward on the
north side of the ridge. These two head branch-
es of the Credity, commg from the east and the
west unite at the head of Caledon, and, receiving

other branches in their course, tlow down the west

side of the Township in a valley gradually deep-

ening until it comes to the declivity of the moun-

tain wherethe river has several perpendicular falls,

and the scenery is of the wildest and most roman-

tic kind. The approach to ¢the Falls” is on the

west side of the river ; and the first thing that

strikes is the immense height aod size of the

wountain on the opposite side. towering up in
awful grandeur ; and though it is clad with the
loftiest pines and hemlocks, the tops of these, ris-
ing from behind one another in many a successive
course, appear diminutive as shrubs in contrast
with the mountain on whose side they stand, Here
the Credit takes several perpendicular leaps of 8 or
10 feet, and one of 30 feet or more, and then rush-
es furiously down the bottom of a wild, deep,
and rapidly descending ravine, dashing, roar-
ing and foaming among the huge masses of
rock which at every point obstruct its impetu-
ous progress, till, at length, it issuesin a wide and
deep valley on the level of the country below,
where it reccives a large branch from the west-

ward, the junction being known in the neighbour-
hood by the name of “the Forks.” Through the
openings in the mountain formed by these valleys,
thereare many grand views stretching away through
the country. The banks are here mostly perpen-
dicular precipices, so thatin the neighbourhood of
« the Forks” a person may go for a mile or more
without finding a place to go either up or down.
In some places, projecting points of the precipice,
have been torn from the main body from top
to bottom, and stand a considerable distance apart,
like colossal columns, crowned with a luxuriant
growth of forest timber, forming a more gorgeous
capital than the eastern orders of architecture ever
knew. In other places immense masses of free-
stone have tumbled hcadlong to the bottom,
and he piled up below in the wildest confusion
overgrown with moss and dwarf trees.

That there is no romantic scenery in the coun-
try, and that it is a dead Jevel, has been so often re-
peated, that it 1s at length pretty generally be-
heved, ‘There is, however, abundance of grand
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and beautiful scencry, and all that is awanting is
that the attention of those who have never secn it
shquld be directed to it by those who know where
itis. It has occurred to me svhile wnting these
lines, thatif our ministers, who are well acquamt

ed with the country around themw, would furnish,
for the Exatiner, desceiptions of the lukes, rivers,
mountaing, and the scenery in general of their
neighbourhood, it would be not only interesting
but also useful in many respects.  Such articles, |
conceive wonld not be inconsistent with the charac-
terof the Examiner. God has given usa good and
a pleasant land to dwell in ; and the more that we
kuow of the richness, the beauty, and the capabili-
ties of the country, the more will we feel the good-
ness of our Heavenly Father. A more correct and
thorough knowledge of the provuice, would also be
thus diffused both here and i the mother country
where, I believe there are not a few numbers of
the Exammer read,

KOTES OF A TOUR TO XNORVAL,
CALEDON AND MONO,

CHINGUACOUSY,

Mz. Eprror,

Isit down to write out a few notes
of a shert Missionary tour through some of the
townships of the Home District. The shortest ex-
cursion of this kind will always furnish some use-
ful observations ; and I know that you are desir-
ous of that kind of local and staustical intelli-
gence, which can be obtained only from an actual
survey of the country and its population. I am
not without hope, too, that this offering to your
pages may stimulate others of my brethren wiio iti-
nerate more extensively, to send you some report
of their labours and obscrvations.

The Presbytery of Toronto have recently en-
joined, or recommended, every minister to devote
one Sabbath, and as many weck days as may be
convenient, to Missionary service, every quarter.
Mr. Ferguson and myself were appointed to visit
the townships of Nassagaweya, part of Esquesing
and Chioguacousy. 'We have each of us preach-
ed on the afternoon of a Sabbath, in the village of
Norval. This village, morc generally known by
its first and Jess cuphonious name of McNubsville,
isbuilt onan extensive flat of the nver Credit, form-
ing part of the 10th and 11th lots of the eleventh
or most eastern concession of the township of
Esquesing. The population in it and the vicinity
are chicfly Presbyterians, though they are ranged
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in the separate ranks of the Umted Synod, the
Awmerican Associate Church, and the Church of
Scotland.  T'he only regular place of worship in
ity has been crected by three public spinted indivis
duals belonging to our Church. It 15 a handsome
and substantial frame building, situated on the lugh
ground on the south west side of the river, and
commanding a finc view of the village and vale of
the Credit,  “I'he mterior of it is not yet fimshed,
and we regret to add, that 1t1s as yet unprovided
witha stove ; and s0 must during winter be shut
to all assemblages for dvine worslnp, unless
this piece of furmture be obtamned. ‘Those who
have hitherto borne the expense of this erection,
are well entitled to assistance towards the comple-
tion of ity from their neyghbours.  All our congre-
Jations have their own pecuniary difficulties to
contend with, vet, we doubt not, there are several
m the st o’ them, who would cheerfully comply
with such a call for aid as that which the churchin
Norval presents, Like too mauy of our villages
thatare destitute of u stated Mmistry of the word
of God, it hus been noted fur the profligacy of
many of the young.

On a visit toat of a similar kind, in the spring
of the present yeur, we found that the school
master was an old man well qualified to teach,
from his early pursuits in hfe, but broken down by
long habits of” intemperance, and estranged from
what is good, by open and avowed infidelity.—~
Who cannot but deplure the conditionofa commun-
1y, that s familiurized with such spectacles of open
wickedness, and exposed to its noxious influence,
while few of the restraming and correcting influ-
ences of divine truth are operating upon it?e—
Second only to the want of good ministers of the
gospel, is the want of good teachers in this Pro-
vince. From the inadequate remuneration for
teaching, few devote themselves to it, as 2 perma-
nent employmeat, but such as have not succeeded
in other professions ; and as intemperance is
the most common cause of wasted physicalstrength
and broken credit, 1t is panful to have to confess
that a great proportion of our teachers are men
of intemnperate habits,

Bat, to return to my Missionary notices. The
attendance at our preaching in Norval was consi-
derable.

On the cvening of Monday the 15th, I preached
in Churchville, The attendance was greater than
what I have had on occasional sermons here, dur-
ing the former part of the scason, as the service
was not commenced until after sunset. This vil-
lage was for a time a strong hold of Mormonism
from the countenance given to that imposture by
two or three lcading individuals in the village and



350

neighbourhood. Here they had frequent meetings
both on Sabbath and week days, and a considera-
ble number were baptized by their preacher, On
one occasion, I held u public disputation with one
of them, the result of which, appeared to be bene-
ficial to the lurge audience who attended, though
none of the followers of the imposture acknow-
Jedged a doubt of the truth of their new profes-
sion, ‘I'he Mormon preacher wos one Russell, 2
native of England, who had, as I learned, been a
preacher or exhorter amongst the Methodists.
From the strain of his speaking, I was led to infer
that he was partly a crazed fanetic and partly a
knave. Helaboured to show that my objections
to the Book of Mormon applied equally to the Bi-
ble, and thus he was preparing the people forabso-
lute infidelity, so soon as the basclessness of the
imposture should be manifested to them.

On the following day T chanced to fall in with
him, and onc of his proselytes, when waiting for
the steamboat at Port Credit, and had a short con-
versation with him. I took him aside, and re-
quested that he would answer me a question which
1 had to propose to him, wlich he promiseid to do.
1then said, “Do you really believe those thgs
about the Book of Mormon, which you were open-
ly holding forth yesterday 7’ ¢« Believe them 7”
he replied, “I not only dclieve them—1I knowthem
tobe true.” As he hinted on the preceding day,
that he himself as well as other teachers of Mor-
mounism, had received communications from hea-
ven, 1 asked him, “Do you meanto say that you
yourself have had revelations from heaven?” he
replied that he had, and proceeded to tell me of
¢ne in particular. He smd that one morning as
he was meditating, he saw the heavens opened,
and the glory of God, and, I think, he added, he
saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and
he heard a voice saying to him ¢Followthou me.”
This he told me in a serious and solemn strain,—
Being in a hurry to pursue my journey on horse-
back, as the stcamboat had passed without touch-
ing at the whaif, and having withal no desire to
protract the conversation, after such a disclosure,
1 replied to him, I now understand you much
better than I did yesterday, and have a somewhat
more charitable opinion of you, and I can only pray
for you that God would deliver you from your de-
lusions,”

The recent accounts of ba:tles in Missouri, be-
tween the Mormons and the other inhabitants of
that region, do happily “turn for a testimony” to
some here, who had been urged by them to flee
from Canada, because of impending woes, to the
refuge they pretendedto have found in the «Far
West.” One good woman whose fears had been
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strongly appealed to by one of their leaders, very
properly replied, that they neod not think of trying
to escape wars, by leaving Canada for Missour, so
long s thoy had Mobs and Indians to fight with
there.

On Tuesday the 10th, I proceeded from Church-
vile to Lot 28th on the Il concession E., in
Chinguacousy. Intimation had been sent thither
of sermons in Gaclic and English, by Mr. Fergu-
son and myself. On my way, I overtook my co-
presbyter with one of his elders. They had been
detnined for o time, attempting to assist a Joaded
waggon up a hill; but their efforts were in vain ;
a yoke of oxen had to be sent for. The man whom
they had thus been attempting to relieve had been,
as 1 was told, onc of the rebels on Navy Island.—
Would that public clemency and private kindness
might have a softening influence on the hearts of
those who have been the open enemies of Govern.
ment, Jaw, and social order and peace !

Though I had written announcing the service at
the place above mentioned, upwards of a fortnight
previously, the letter had been rececived only three
days beforc our arrival,  In consequence of this,
and the occupations of the season, themore distant
settlers did not attend. The Gaelic sermon was
thercfore postponed until another opportunity.—
The families who attended were chiefly such as
had known and valued Christian privileges at
home, and who keep up social meetings for wor-
ship on the Lord’s day,

On the evening of the same day, we pursued our
journey to Caledon, to attend a meeting of the
Presbytery. As I approuched that township, I
was struck with the appropriateness of the name.
It being, if not a land of mountains and floods like
ancient Caledonia, at least a land of hills and
springs and brooks. Few of the names of our
townships are either so descriptive or euphonic as
this happens to be.

As we ascended some of the highest ridges of
Caledon, we had views which are second only to
that which is obtained from the monument on
Queenston heights. The sublime in these views,
is of the simplest kind ; it is the vast expanse, the
ocean, wo may say, of woods, canopied by the sky.
Here and there, a clearing is indicated by the
smoke of the log heap, andthe course of a river by
the darker foliage of the pines which crown the
ridge of its banks ; and a minuter and lovelier di-
versity is seen in the varied tints of the autumnal
foliage, and the outline of the trees; but these do
not distract the mind from the simple impressions
of immensity, which the vast silent wilderness of
woods makes upon it. As I was gazing upon
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thesescenes with some of my brethren, we thought
of the capability of the land for the mamtenance
of & numerous populaticn—of the labour to be
put forth in converting it into cultivated ficlds,
and of the exertions of sanctified man, and of the
gracious influence of heaven, which must also be
employed ere this or any other portion of the mo-
ral wilderness, can yield a proper increase to our
God.  “Let the people praise thee, O God ; Jet ull
the people praise thee. Then shall the earth yield
herincresse ; and God, even our God, shall
blessus. God shall bless us ; and all the ends of
the earth shall fear him.”

The meeting of Presbytery was held for a visi-
tation of the congregation, on the request of the
Minister hiself, The congregation has untappi-
ly, for a year past, been divided in sentiment, in
regard to the order in whicl the English and Gae-
he service shall be conducted on the Lord’s day.
The greater sumber of the Highlanders who com-
prise it, contending that their tongue shall have
equal honour with the English, that is, that for
one six months of the year, the public scrvices of
the Sabbath shall commence with the Gaelic, and
at every alternate sacramental occasion, the prin-
cipal part of the service shall be in that tongue
also, ‘The English part of the congregation, with
& minority of the Highlanders, contend that no
alteration shall be made in the existing arrange-
ment, according to which, the Gaelic service fol-
lows the English, and on Communion Sabbaths,
the Gaelic sermon is preached in a private house
edjacent to the church, and only one or two ta-
bles are addressed in Gaelic, while all the rest of
the service is in Enghsh. The Highlanders, it
ehould be stated, make their wrong to consist, not
in the slight thrown upon their native tongue, but
inthe inconvenience they find in travelling home
at a late hour on the Sabbath afternoon, after the
Gaelic serviceisended. This dispute came under
the consideration of the Presbytery at a former
meeting, through the complaint and appes] of a
member of tic Session.  The Presbytery, then, in
8 very patient consideration of all the circumstan-
ces of the case, enjoined Mr. McMillan to continue
the setvices as heretofore, taking care to have the
English service over in time to admit of the Gaelic
service being concluded before a late hour in the
afternoon, and to have a sufficient number of ta.
bles addressed in Guelic on the Communion Sab-
bath. The Presbytery were unanimous in this de-
cision. For though the Gaelic party in the con-
gregation, were the more numorous, it was admit-
ted on all hands, that they ull understood Enghsh
as well as Gaelic, except fourteen ; and of this
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number, several were contented with tho exiating
arrangement.  “Lhe Ihghlanders have thus the ud-
vantage over their brethren of the Suxon stock,
masmuch, asthat with tew exceptions, they under-
stand both languages, and cau profit frum both
services.  The decision of the Presbytery was not
however cordially submiitted to ; and as severul had
withdrawn or threatened to withdraw from the
churchy Mr. MeMilun sought, as we have sad, a
Presbyterinl visitation,  On Wednesday the 16th,
the Presbytery met wn the Church.

The Moderator, in absence of the brother, who
had been appointed tor the occasion, preached fromn
these words of our Lord, ¥Woe untothe world be-
canse of offences,” Matt, xviij, 7.

He showed, that as the world was full of
causes of offence or snares to the followers of the
Saviour, s0, m 2 state of the veriest woe from
the displeasure aud condewmmnation of God, the fol-
lowers of the Saviour themsclves~—those at least
who professed to be sucl—often placed stumbling-
blocks or snares in the way of each other, and of
the world.

"The leads of the discourse which went to ex-
plam some of the more common offences of this
kind, were as follows : Furst, the use of things
which seem to be lawful in themselves, may yet
ensnare others, who doubt the lawfulness of them,
or cannot use them without certain danger to their
souls.

Second, the sins of those who are conspicuous
in the church, fiom their profession, or office,
prove a snare or stumbling-block to the world,

Third, divisions and contentions amongst the
professed followers of the Saviour, have the same
tendency.

So, Fourthly, has a low state of Religion in the
church.

Mr. Ferguson followed with a Gaclic Sermon :
but, not being gmited like many of the peopie of
Caledon, with the knowledge of bcth tongues, {
can make no record of it.

After these services, the Presbytery was so-
lemnly constituted with prayer.

The Moderator explained the object of the meet-
ing, and according to the permission given, seve-
ral of the elders and members of the Churchcame
forward, and stated their views, concerning the
ground of the contention existing among them,—
It was in itself very pleasing to find, that no party,
nor individual, whispered the slightest complaint
against the private or ministerial deportment of
Mr. McMillan; on the other hand, all who were
interrogated on the subject, bore testimony to his
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pastoral zeal and assidnity. Yet, this very consi-
deration made the contention appear the more in-
excusable ; seeiny that the very possession of
privilege, 5o precious as that of the stated minis-
tration of the ordinances of the churel, was put in
jeopardy by the indulgence of feelings of national
pride and vain-glory.

No fucets additional to those which had been be-
fore the Presbytery on « former occasion, were
elicited. The ainount of ull the pleadings of the
Gaelic party was, that they being the majority of
the congregation, ought in justice to have the Gae-
lic service Lefore the English, at least the one half
of the year,

All the members of Presbytery, however, held
that the principles of justice had a difierent bear-
ing, inesmuch, as that none of the Englich knew
the Gaelic, while almost all the Highlanders had
both languages ; and then the consideration of the
condition of the surrounding population which was
admitted to be English, required that no obstacle
should be put in the way of their attending upon
the sanctuary., ‘I'he decision therefore was to
abide by the resolution of' the former meeting,
and to enjoin the session of Caledon to seck to
win buck those, who had withdrawn, or threaten-
ed a withdrawal frowm the church, and to add to the
elders some from the English part of the congre-
gation, whom they might find suitably qualified,

The Moderator addressed the congregation on
their indispensable duty as followers of Christ, to
cultivate peace ; and to seek each others good,
for edification ; after which, the business of the
day was closed.

From Caledon, my destination was to Mono.—
Mr. Mackintosh had been the first of our Mission-
aries who visited this township ; and through him
Mr. McMillan’s attention had been directed to it,
as being contiguous to Caledon. After several
visits to it on lus part, he and Mr, McNaughton,
had, as authorized by the Presbytery, in October
last year, organized a church, ordamed clders, and
administered the Lord’s Supper in the settlement
around Mr. Turnbull's, on Lot No, 19, in the 11th
concession, east of Huronturio Street. The peo-
ple had been made to expect a second dispensation
of the crdinance, at this time , and Mr. McMillan
accompanied me in my journey. Daring the night
of Thursday, and until day break on Friday, it
rained hard; afterwards, however, we had only
partial showers, so that we were enabled to pur-
sue our way without very great inconvenience,—
The distance from Mr. McMillan’s to Mr. Turn-
bull’s in Mono, is about 16 miles. The road is in
some places very hilly ; particularly where it cross-
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ey the Nottawasagn, so that from this circum-
stance and the rain which had fallen, and was stil}
falling, we were about 4 hours on the road.

T'he service was to have commenced at 11 o'
cluch, but the people were prevented from commng
furward early, as we ourselves had been, so that it
was about one o’clock before the service began.—
Notwithstandiug the unfavourable state of the
weather, the school house in which we met, wag
filled, aned though it was very uncomfortable, hav.
ing u huge pile of fire in one end, and as a remedy
against smoke, a duor open to wind and rain 1n the
othier, the people sat with great attention.

ft was thought advisable, however, to have ouly
one sermon at this time. At the close of the ser-
vice, scveral persons presented themselves as can-
didates for church membership ; and after having
been examined, and suitably admonished, and ex-
horted, they were received in presence of the Ses-
sion,

On the following day, the meeting washeldina
private house, wlich was both larger and more
comfortable than the schoc! house.

Two sermons were preached, the one describ-
ing the marks of declining piety ; the other, the
marks of vigorous picty, withcorresponding warn-
ings and exhortations,

Ten children were dedicated to God in baptism,
in the course of the service ; aniat the close of it,
some others were added to the church, making in
all twelve, on the present occasion.

The Sabbath morning was ushered in with snow
showers, but at half past ten, the place of meeting
was quite filled. We commenced the solemnities
of the day, with singing a portion of the 118th
Psalm. Andas we sung the words :

4 'Chis is the gate of God, by it
The just shall enter in.’*

\We were reminded by the appearance of the Com-
munion Toble in a humble log-house, that the por-
tals through which the righteous shall pass to their
everlasting rest, are not those of any sanctuary,
made with hands. In the action sermon, as we
have been accustomed to call the sermon before
the celebration of the Sacramental Supper, Jesus
was held forth as glorified, for the comfort of his
people, the attraction of penitent sinners and the
dismay of the impemtent. And after two Table
services, the closing sermon set forth the charac-
ter of Christians as the sheep of Christ ; his cha-
racter as their shepherd ; and the warrant thus
afforded them, for perfect peace and security. The
service closed at three o'clock.

The measure of plainness, fullness, and comfort,
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with which the word had been spoken these few
days, the euger attention given to 1t and the other
otdinances, by the people, and the prayers wlich
had been offered to the throne of Grace for a bless-
ing on them, were all so many tokens to us for
good ; and us we lelt them, we fuit that we Lad
cause for thanksgiving to our gracious Lord and
Master.

We were pleased to find in our intercourse with
this'people, that a Sabbath School was kept up
amongst them, and that thongh the iSchool Master
had not yet reached thus settlement—for the school
house in which we had met is scarcely fimshed—
the children's education is not altogether neglect-
ed. A few tracts which we had brought with us,
were very gratefully received ; and we were hap-
py to find one of the Elders testifying to the good
effects, both on the scholars and their parents of a
parcel of tracts which had reached thew, through
the friend in Toronto, to whotn I had comwitted a
part of the grant which had been sent to me thro’
the London Religious Tract Suciety, and the Glas-
gow Colonial Missivnary Society. I wasecarnest-
ly importuned to procure for them a Library, for
which they expressed their willingness to pay half
price, as had been done by these congregations
who had received the Libraries which had also been
sent hither last year, by the same Societics. And
if the Lord spare e, their wants, and those of|
other places, shall not fail tobe made known, where
there is both the willingness and the ability to re-
lieve them,

Many pastors have reason to mourn, that they
receive little aid from their elders, beyond what
may be derived from the external performance of
the common duties of their office. It was particu-~
larly pleasing to my brother and myself, to learn,
that the elders of this little flock fcit themsclves
charged with a greater responsibility, from their
destitution of a pastor, and that two of them had
gone in company round amongst the families, and
entreated ther and prayed with them,

May the chief Shepherd, who knows all hissheep
wherever they are disperscd, and cares for them,
abundantly bless the means which are employed in
behalf of his lambs and his sheep in this remote
settlement ; and send one who may take a special
oversight of them, and lead themn “to green pas-

tures,” and cause them to ¢ lic down by quiet wa-
ters.”

This settlement with other two settlements in
the Township, might furnish full employment for
a pastor. ‘Their inability however to provide for
his maintenance, at once demonstrates, that they

must continue in want of one, unless considerable
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aid be extended to them,  And surely it is a 'spe-
cies of ultraisiny verging on anli-christiunism, to
sy, that this wid may be obtained from the manual
toil o' some devoted wunister of Christ, or from
lis privations and self-detualy ur from the contribu-
tisns of Chnitians in other places, or nay not be
vutaed frun any of these sources ; but thatat
shall m no case, and to no cxtent, be der.ved from
the resvurces of the State, however ample these
may be.

One of the patnarchs of thus little settlement,
told us that they would be uble to rawe about one
hundred dollars per annum for a teacher ; and he
charged us to endeavour to procure themn one.

On my way home I fell in witi one of this Pro-
fesson, who had studied four yeors at a Scottish
Uversity, oud hud followed o Liberal profession in
Scotland. 1 endeavoured to persuade hun to think
ol Moo for lus new vocativn.  Oune of the latent
reasuns that led mie to do so was, that there 1s nei-
ther store nor tavern i the little settlement, which
L had just viewted; wlily, it so bappened, that the
schoul ouse where thus man of hiberal studies and
pursuits, was teaching the first clements of the
urts of reading and writing, was contiguous to &
tavern, and he as a worthy yeoman m the neigh-
touthood, informed me was o frequenter of itv—
My recommendation was not comphed with, Nor
wus this to my great disapposntment, in so far as
my Mono frniends were concerned.  What a valu-
able labourer a Clinstan schovl-master would be
in such a settlement, But, few of this profession
seem to know the opportunities which are afiorded
them, through their daily use of the Bible,asa les-
son book of promoting holiness in their own heasts,
and the hearts of their pupils, Few have obtained
a memorial hike that which Dr. Erskine has record-
ed of Dugald Buchanan, a school-mastur and cate-
chist in the Highlands of Scotland. «lis diligent
lubours” said hie, % were blessed with uncommon
success, not only in promoting speculative know-
ledge, but in convincing and converting many. In
the absence of the Missionary of the District, Du-
gald prayed with, and exhortcd them,”*

Labourers of this kind in the back townships,
would be of incalculable value. DBut considering
the degraded state into which the profession of
teacling has fallen in this Province, it is rather to
be eapected that ministers out of love to Christ,
and the souls of men, shall ¢labour working with
their hands,” to supply their own necessitics, than
that teachers shall become exhorters and cate-
chists.

+See the Preface to Letters for comforting bereav-
cd fricnds by Dr. Erskine,
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The phyasical aspect of Mono, I may remark, was
much less forbidding, than I had anticipated. The
settlers scemed to be in no lack of the comforts of
life, and though of diversec national extraction,
being chiefly Scottish and Irish, they scemed tobe
living in much harmony. The crops had suffered
Jittle, i any thing, from the frost, and less from
drought, than in uther lesselevated tracte. Indecd,
liowever vegetation may there, as in other places,
occasionally suffer from drought, few, if any farme,
can know the inconvenicnce of the want of water
for cattle,. Wesaw in all directions streams welling
forth from their rocky fountains ; one we observed
copious enough at its source to turn machincry.

The spiritual condition of the settlement scemed
to exhibit a pleasing proof of the advantages of
organizing & Church, by the ordination of elders,
and the dispensation of tke Lord's Supper, even
though a stated pastoral superintendence cannot
for a time be expected, The oversight of the el-
dersis of great importance to the members of the
Church ; and the minister who casually visits them
can proceed witw: greater liberty in the dispenaa-
tion of the Sacramental ordinances, from the infor-
mation which he derives from the elders..

My worthy brother Mr. McMillan, makes occa:
sional visits to this settlément, and also to the
scattered settlements that are found between it and
.oneon Lake Huron 50 milesdistant, The Mission
Fund of the Presbytery has never been charged
with any expenses on his account, but has rather
received some contributions from the people to
whom he has preached. The collection in Mono,
which, after a deduétion for the Communion Ele-
ments, was handed to us for this fund, amounted
to 18s. 103d.

In closing these notices, 1 may be permitted to
call'on your readers, as they grieve for the spiritus
al destitution of the land, and would desire to see
the kingdom of the Saviour established in it to
pray earnestly that the Lord of the harvest would
send forth Jabourers into his harvest.

I am, Yours, &c.
. W. R.

Toroito Township,

November.7th, 1338,

From the Halifax Guardiun,
PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.

‘We understand that the Presbytery of Halifax
whlch genemlly meets in this Town, has appointed
" jtsext meeting in the latter cnd of this month at Che-

ECCLEGIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE,

bogue, in the Township of Yarmonth, not less than
220 miles from the scat of the Presbyiery. Local cir.
cumstances have rendered such a meeting necessary
on the present occasion, toassist and to encourage the
able and zealous pastor of that congregation, who is
so far separated from his brethren. Our friends in
the Mother Country can formbut a very inadequate
conception, of the duties which our ministers are
called to perform, and the fatigues they have to en.
dure, in atendingto the spiritual necessities of poor
and widely scattered congregations, many of whom
are living in the very thickost of the forest, in nlaces
almost inaccessible to human beings, except the rov-
ing and wandering Indians themselves., And their
labours are increased rather than diminished, by the
long and expensive journeys which they have fre.
quently to undertake to attend the Presbyteries, and
the Synod of the bounds, one of the most necessary
and important duties of évery colonial minister.

Ttis greatly to be:desired that another Presbytery
should be formed in the Western counties of the Pro-
vince, in connection with the Synod of Nova-Scotia ;
and we bhope the time is not far distant when such a
salmary and judicious arrangement wtll be effected.
But in present circumstances, the congregations at
Yarmouth and Shelburne, and a number of Mission:
ary stations, continue in connection with the . Pres-
bytery of Halifax, as the nearest Chuich Court of the
bounds. But should thése two congregations be se-
parated from:each other, and clergymen appointed
to cach of them—a measure anxiously Gesired by both
cungregations, and only delayed for want of another
Minister ; and should a Minister of the Church of
Scotland be appointed to officiate at Annapolis and
Digby-~anappointment, which hasbeen long solicited
and eagerly expected by the Presbyterian population
in that scction of the Province—then the Synod of
Nova-Scotia might judge it advisable to erect an ad-
ditional Presbytery in that populous and flourishing
part of the country.

‘We can easily recollect the thae when there was
neither Presbytery not Synod in connection with the
Church of Scotland, in this Province, And surely if
four Presbyteries under the jurisdiction of one Synod,
have sprung up in sucha short time in the wilderness,
it is not too much to ¢xpect the formation of a fifth

| Presbytery under the same Synodical inspection, in
| three of the largest, most populous, and longest seitled
.{counties of the Province.

Could .such an arraunge:
mert be effected, it would 1 no doubt contribute great-
ly to the extension and stability of the Presbyterian
Church. It-would increase the number of her friends

_|and enable her to maintain that favourable position in

the Proviuce, to which, from the purity of her princi:
ples, the simplicity of lier worship, and the loyalty
of hier membess, she is so justly entitled ; and strength-
en theties which bind so many of the inhabitants of
Nova-Scotia to the land of their fathers, and the
Church of their ancestors.




MEMOIR OF MR, JONN CRAIG,

Frow the Ldinburgh Instructor,

MRMOIR OF MR, JONN CURAG, THI ¢01LBAGUE OF
JOHN KNOX IN TUE MINISTRY AT KDINBURGIL
#Crata’s CaThinmsi” having been tately repub-

lished, by the advice and with the recommendation

of three excellent ministers of Christ in Edin-
burgh,® we have thought it better 1o substitute, in
place of a dry notice of that work in our Review
department, the following Memoir of its Anthor.s

Jouix Crata was born in 1512, i fathor was
one of those unfortunate geutlemen who fell along
with James 1V. in the disastrous hattle of Flodden,

Sept. 9, 1513, He studied ut St Andrew’s, und

afterwards in Englani ; but on war brezking out

betwixt Scotland aud England, he returned to fus |
native country, and entered into the arder ol the |

Doniinican friars, 1lis intercourse with the Wick- |

lilites in England had opened his eyes ta - the er-

rors of Pupery, and the strictness of his moral de- |
portment brought him under the susvicion of Lere-:
sy. He was imprisoned, nnd Jiberatsd only on re- |
nouncing what were then termed heretical opin-
jons,. Dizgust at the treatment he had reecived, |
and probably a conscicnce not at ease from -the
declaration hic had made, led. him to Jeave his na-

tive couitry in 1557, lle remained a short time

in Bngland, then went to France, and from thénce

to Italy, as travelling tutor to an Enghsh gentle- |
man. e justly thought that s being for somne,

* The Rev Robt. 8§ Candlish of 81 Gearge's: the
Rev. Alex. Moady of St, Luke’s; and the Rev. L.
Bonar, now of Kelso.  We have no obecaon o and
of the alterations which this clitivn make< on the ari-
ginal, except one, and that is the anly instance where
2 change seems 0 be made in the sense.  In the de-
finition of * faith,” p..6, the words in the original,
“ but vurs m special,” ave altered into * made ours in
special,” as being Jess mmbignons. With deference
to the opinion of our excellent firends, there does not
scem to be any. ambiguaty in the expression of Craig
as it originally stond. AW ihe retormets held the
doctrine of .the “ approprining act,” as esseruial to
faith, and as foriming one of the wostmatne daad dis-
crimpating features betwiat Popery and-Protestant
ism. When properly explained and expounded, it is
a precious truth of God: 1t is quite a mistake to sup-
pose that this “appropristing act,” as it is usuafly
called, necessan iy mvolves asairance of personal <nl-
razion as essential to faith in all its stazes. 'The re
ference to John vi, as illustrative of the nature of
faith—* cating the flesh and drinking the blood of the
Son of God"—clearly determines Craiz's meaning.
The * approprianng act” 1s subsiantially the same
vith the personal application of the blood and righte-
ousness of the Redeemer to individual sinhers; and
this is something more than amere * act of intellect,”
as held by Sundemanians,

+ In compiling this Memoir, we have availed our-
selves ot the move full and imteresting skiciches of
Mr. Scott, puthor uf the “ Lives afthe Pratesting fie.
formersof Scotland,” and of Dr. M'Crie, i the first
volume of his Life of Knox.
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timie in foreign parts would tend greatly to his
own improvement. It happened that while he was
at Rowe with his pupils, in the year 1298, he was
mtroduced to an Englishman of distinguished cha-
racter and station, Cardinal Pole, grandson of
George Dulic of Clarence, and thereby nearly alli-
ed 1o Uenry VIII.  The Cardinal was then living
at Romey an eaile from his native country, having-
otiended Henry by abuok in which lie had attempt.
cd to prove that the Bishop of RRome, as the suc-
cessor of St, Peter, was to be considered as the
delegated and carthly head of the whole Chiistian
church ; and that kings who assumed a suprema.
cy over those parts of the Christian church which
were in their own dominions, were usurping n pre-
rogative which disl not belong to them, IHenry
had abolished the Yope's power in England, but he
liad substituted himselfas the head of the church ;
and therefore this was a ductrine he could not en-
dure. But the Cardinal was & man of cminent
learning, He corresponded with some distinguish.
ul Protestants, as Peter Martyr, and others, On
several veeasions lie showed such liberal apinions,
as brought Lis attaclinent to Papery in question,
at the very tine when e was entertaining san-
guwe hopes of betng himscelf sea :d i the chair
of' St. Peter.

With this eminent individual, Craig was in ha-
bits of great jutimacy.  Pole admitted Dim to fa-
suharanteres grse, and tried, by cvery means in his
pover, to satisly the scruples which had arisen in
lus mund regarding the trutl of the Romish créed.
jlle seems to huve been for the time successful ;
jlor Crangy yiclding lumself up to his instractions

and anfluchice, hecame in his own opinion, and.in
ithe opimon of those who kuew him, a confirmed
Papist.  T'he Cardinal recommended Lim tu the
head of the Dotmuicans in Bologna, and he was
not only adwitted into their order, but soon raised
|to an  honourable employment jn- that bbdy.
iSiaomswood the kistotran says, ethey first em-
ypluyed im: to teach the noviees in the cloister §
jaud afternaru. , when they perceived his diligence
m all matters, they employ ed him in all their affairs
throughout Italy.” In cousequence of his fidelity
pur aspecial nisaton to tie istand of Chios, e ivas
appointed by the brethiren of the Dominican church
at Bologna, Rector of their great school in that
citys by which appointnent he became connected
with the Umversity, which was then one of ‘the
most considerable n Europe.®  In 1553, a dispute
arosebetwixt the people of Bologna, who formed

« The Guiversity of Glasgow,. founded 1451, was
ifoumed on e meded, and cadowed with the privi-
€ z¢n, ol the University of Bologna,
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a sort of republic among themselves, and the Pope's
ecclesiastics, who claimed a right tv alter laws
which the republic had made. In this early dawn
of liberty in a popish state, Craig took the side of
f.cedown, and assisted at a public discussion of the
question of the Pope’s power; when a decision
was come to, very adverse in its nature to the re-
ceived tenet of passive obedience, and a decision
which was followed by an assurance from Julius
TIL. the reigning Pope, that he would never abro-
gate any of the laws of Bologna, without the con-
sent of the people. The Proteus character which
inthis instance was assumed and exhibited by ¢+ the
beast,” had no doubtits effects in opening the eyes
of Craig to the abuses of the church of Rome ; but
the great spiritual change which was wroughtin
him a few years after, must be traced to causes of
a very different description. In the library of the
Ingquisition, which was attached to the University,
he found a copy of Calvin's Institules of the Christ-
ian Religion. Being fond of books, he determined
to read that able and profound work ; and the ¢on-
sequence was, that Le became a thorough convert
to the Reformed opinions. e did not merely read
the book, and adumire its clegant latin ; he compar-
ed it cavefully, step by step, with the holy word of
God ; and, under the guidance of that Spirit who
leadcth into all truth, conviction flashed across his
mind; he saw the errors of the Papacy as con-
trasted with the clear light of scripture truth, and
Jie became a sincere aud culightened adherent of
the faith of Christ.

In the warmth of his first impressions, he conld
not restrain himeelf from iwparting the change of
his sentiments to hisassociates ; and he must soon
have falien a sacrifice to the vigilant guatdians of
the faith, had not the fricndship of one of the fa-
thers in the monastery saved him, This old man,
who also was a uative of Scotland, represented
the danger to which he exposed himself by avow-
ing such tenets in that place ; and advised him, if
he was lixed in his views, to retire immediately to
some Protestant country. With this prudent ad-
vice be complied, so far, as to procure his dis-
charge from the nwonestery. The old man whe
gave him this advice, accompanicd it at the same
time with 2 picce of intormation which could not
fail to astonish Craig; although we belicve that
the case of this cautious Scolsman, whose name
aud history we cannot discover, is not altogether
without its panallels in the anuals of Romanism :
—¢ Brother, said he, it is now many years since
1 embraced these opiniong, but I have kept my be-
Jicf of them sccret in my own breast, and my ad-
vice to you 18 to do the same ; for you kuow that
the times are perilous,”

MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN CRALG.

In connexion with such a fact as this, it is inte.
testing to advert to the early appearances which
were made in Italy itselt in behalf of the Reformn.
cd faith, Soon after Luther and Zuinglius began
their opposition to the corruptions of the church
of Rome, the doctrines which they taught spread
into Italy. They were preached under the very
walls of Rome, and embraced by many of the no-
bility and of the learned among the Italians. Pro-
testant churches were formed in Naples, in Fer-
rera, in Mutina, in Mantua, and in Venice ; and
when they were crushed by persecution, numbers
suffered death for.the cause, and stil greater num.
bers forsook their native lund, and took refuge in
Protestant countries.®

Craig did not act on the time-serving advice of
the old mouk. He ¢believed,” and “therefore
he speke.” He urged his new- views in his confer-
ences with the friars, and in his occasional address-
es from the pulpit. Forced by the violence of his
fues,. he left the monastery, and entered as tutor
into the family of a neighbouring nobleman wheo
had embraced the Protestant principles; but he
had not resided long init when he was delated for
heresy, scized by the familiars of the Inquisition,
and carried to Rome. After being confined nine
monthis in 2 noisome dungeon, Le was brought to
trial, and condemned to be burnt along with some
others, on the 20th August, 1559. On the even-
ing previous to their appoiuted execution, the
reigning pontiffy Paul IV. died ; and according to
an accustomed practice on such occasions, the pris
sons in Rome were -ali thrown open. Those who
were confined for debt and other civil offences were
hiberated ; but heretics, after being allowed to go
witiiout the walls of their prison, were again
thrown into confincment. .But a tumult having
been excited that aight in the city, Craig and his
companions effected their cscape, and took refuge
inan Innat s small distance frum Rome. They

* On the interesting subject of the Reformation in
haly, Dr. M'Crie, ina uote to volume sceond of the
Litc of Knox, has thus expressed himself: “1 had
ouce intended drawing up an accountof ‘the Refor-
mation in Jaly,’ but Jaid aside the design owing to
other engagements, and not being able to procure all
the infurmation 1could have wished; and 3t will give
me greatpleasure il these hints” (which ke had given
in the note) * shall excite some persen to undertake
the task, who has more leisure, and belicr 3ccess o
waterials.”’ p. 309, It is cause ol gratitude to God,
that the eminent biographer of Knox was spared, not
only 10 write the * Lifc of Mclville,"and other works
connccted with the Reforimation of his native land
but alsoto revert to what he here tellsus he had laid
aside, and to confer on the universal church such a
valuable boon as that conveyed by his two oK ori:

ginaland delightful warks, ** The History of the Re-
Tormativ” uat * iu lialy"” only, but alse “ju Spain.”
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had not been long there when they were followed
by a company of soldiers, sént to apprehend them.,
On entenng the house, the Captain looked stead-
fastly on Craig's countenance, and taking him a-
side, asked him if he recollected of once relieving
a poor wounded soldier in the vicinity of Bologna.
Craig was in too great confusion to remember the
circumstance. ¢ But I recollect it,” replied the
Captain, ‘‘and I am the man whom you relieved,
and providence has now put it in my power to re-
turn the kinduess which you showed to a distress-
ed strauger. You are at liberty. Your compa-
nions { must take along with me, but for your sake
I shall show theém every favour in my power.”
He then gave him what money he had upon him,
and directions how to make his escape.

Craig having gone first to Bologna to conzult
with some of his old friends, and not finding him-
self in security there, went to Milan, and on his
way met with a remarkable incident, Being wea-
ried with his journey, he came to a forest, and lay
down among the bushes. Pensive and full of
‘thought, in his. lonely.and destitute condition, a
dog came up to him with a purse in its mouth,
which it laid at his side.  Afraid lest this might be
a stratagem by some robbeérs lurking near, ¢ he
oftener than once,” says Mr. Row, in his MS, a¢-
count of Craig's life, “offered to drive away the
dog ; but it still returned, offering the purse, He
at Jast aceepted of ity believing that the Lord who,
by a raven, provided Elijahin a strait, had sent him
the money to furnish him in his journey. The
dog fullowed him for some days, and then left him,
The gold in the purse supplied him with all neces-
saries till he came to London *'*

Iaving reached Vienna, and announced himself
asa Domunican, e was empluyed to preach before
the Emperor Maxinulian, Ihs Majesty was so
much pleased, that he was desirous of retaining
him; but the new Pope Pius IV. having Leard of
his reception at the Austrian capital, applicd to
have him seat back to Rone, as a condemned he-
retic ; upon which the Emperor dismissed him with
a safe conduct. Passing through the German do-
minions in safety, hearrived at a seaport town,
where he took shipping for England, Inthat hap.
PY country he was beyond the reach of all lus per-
secuting cnemics. lle there found the refurmed
rehigion firmly established, and the Protestants re-
Jjoicing in the reign of Elizabeth, who about cigh-
teen months before had succeeded to the crown,
by the deathof her clder sister, the “bloody Mary.”
The Reforwation in Scotlaud ad been fully effect-

* Row's MS. Historic,
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ed in July 1560 ; and in the beginning of 1561,
Craig came to Edinburgh, and was immediately
admutted to the minietry. Having in a great mea-
sure forgotten his native language, during an ab-
sence of twenty-four years, he for a short time
preached in Latin to some of the learned in Mag-
dulene's chapel.t e soon learned to preach in
very fair English, aud was appointed minister of
the Abbey Church of Holyrood-house. He there
preached to the members of the royal household,
and to such other persons as chose to resort thi-
ther. But Queen Mary, on her arrival from France
in Angust 1561, claimed the church as her own
chapel, and ordered the Popish service to be setup
init; and thus Craig was shut out fromn his ordi-
nary place of worship. At length the people of
Ldiuburgh, to whom he had often preached very
seasonably, made choice of him to be one of their
muisters, The General Assembly approved of
theur ¢hoice; and on July 2, 1562, “ordained that
Mr. John Craig should be joined with Mr. John
Knox in the ministry of Edinburgh.” While
these colleagues accorded in doctrine and spirit,
they were very different in tempet ; for Knox had
more of the boldness and determination of Luther,
wiile Craig was characterized rather by the mild-
ness and geutleness of Melancthon.

In 1564, Craig was appointed to visit, for a
month, the south part of Scotland, to plant church-
cs and ministers, and to supply the want of a re-
gular ministry. He was also nominated, along
with Knox ard other eminent ministers, to hold an
interesting conference with the Lords of the Privy
Council, on matters rclating to the Queen. In
thns conference he asserted very bold sentiments
regarding political freedomn, while he declared Lis
devoted atiachment to & limited monarchical go-
vernment.  In 1565 he lifted up a testimony againet
the cxtravagauce and licentious frivolity of the
Quecn's court ; although it appears that in the
strain of irony which hie assumed on the occasion,
lic was not very successiul. Many of the profess-
ing Protestants who had joined in the revels, were
sorely offcnded ; the Sccretary Lethington spoke
the sentiments of many of the. nobles when he de-
clared that ¢the winisters might bark asloud as
they pleased, but that heand his companivns would
cnjoy their pleasurce, aud their skare of the church’s

t Spotiswood, in his History, says, “He preached
now and then an Latin, te the lcamed sort, inthe Mag
dalene Chapel at Editburgh.” * This curivus old
place of worship (in the Cowgaic) still exing, and
cven tetains in its windows part of the siained glass:
which adorned it in Catholic times.” Chambers'
Bioz.vol, i. p.533. It has been for some linle occu-

piedas a preaching sation, under the charge of the
miuisters of the parish.
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revenues also.” This speech throws a good deal
of light on the sccret motives of some chiet’actors
in the Scottish Reformation.

It would have been well for the worthy Mr.
Craig, had he possessed a little tnore of the stern
firmness of his colleague, Knox. In the ubsence
of that great man for some monuths from Edin-
burgh,® the melancholy afhir regarding Mury's
alliance with Bothwell took place. John Cuirns,
the reader, whose oflice it was to read out the pro-
clamation of bannsfrom the desk, pointedly refused
to procliin the iutended marriage of Mary and
Bothiwell ; and we might have wished perhaps that
Craig had done the same. The worthy man, how-
ever, after many efforts to get rid of a task that he
did not relish, did at length consent, and the bauns
were proclained by him three several times; he
taking the opportunity of stating treely, on cach
occusion, fus vwn sentiments regarding the match.
The marriage was not solemmzed by hun, bit by
Bothwel), the Protestant Bishop of Orkney, after it
had been puivately celebrated in the Queen's cha-
pel, by a- Popish priest.  Crayg explamed lus con-
duct to-the General Assembly, Dec. 1567, m a
long paper, which iwas ordercd to be nserted m
the registery “to show to all persons hercafter
Mr. Craig’s good judgment and proceedings in
that business.” Aud wm 1569 they declared that
«he had donethe dewtie of a fuithful minister.”
Indeed, when we copzider all the circumstances of
the case, we may fuirly adopt the opimon of Dr.
M'Crie, “that he ubiy supportied the honour of his
place and order on that occasion, while the whole
nobility of Scotland preserved a passive and dis-
gracetul silence,”

For four yeéars aftér this period Craig enjoyed
much tranguillity and comfurt in the discharge of
his ministerial duties. Aftef the assussination of’

‘the Regent Murray, on Jan, £5, 1570, he found
hinself placed in circumstances of difficulty. In
May 1571, the town and castle of Edinburgh being
in the hands of the Qucen’s party, Knox was (x-
posed to great danger, and was on that account
advised to lcave the city, and to go to St, Andrews,
Craig was less obnoxivus, zad lie ventured to re-
main in the discharyge of the duties of Ius numstry.
In one of his serinons hie expressed himself rather
freely in regard to the two. parties that were then
at war in Scotland, and thus exposcd himsclt to
obloquy - from both. The zim of the good man
seems to Lave been to ring about peace betwikt
the partics, and to putan cud to civil war.  Chielly

o He had been allowed by the General Assembly to
visithis frivadsin England fora fow months.
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by his means a conference was held in the castle,
between the representatives of both parties, of
whom he himself was one, It ended in nothing ;
but the account of it, as drawn up by Craig, and
preserved inone of the Wodrow MSS. is written
with perspicuity and jmpartial care, and it throws
much kght on the characters and motives of the
leading nen in the Queen’s party.  Unfortunately
this worthy minister, by leaving what was more
appropriately ¢ his vocation,” pleased no party,
1his uscfulness was hurt by thus “dabbling” ra.
ther too deeply in pohtics ; and ip the swmmer of
1572, and betore the return of Knox from St. An-
drews, he resigned his charge in Edinburgh, and,
Ly appointment of the Assembly, was translated to
Montrose. llere, as in a peaceful and obscurere-
treat, he lived about three years, in the society of
his vererable friend; John Erskine of Dun, the su-
perintendent of Angus and Mearns, After the
deathof "Mr. Adam Heriot in 1575, he was trans-
Iated to the ministry of Aberdeen. Here he acted
as visitor of the churches in Puchan and Braemar,
and was afterwards chosen minister to the-royal
housciiold, n situation which he held until his
death in' 1600, at the advenced age of eighty:
cight.®

It was Craig who drew up the bond, or confes-
sion of faith, which was subscribed by the king
and councillors, and all ranks; on Jan: 20, 1580 ;
and he wrate a Latin copy of it for the inforination
of the Protestant churches abroad. It was-suh.
scribed agam and again, by all ranks; and sixty
years after, with circumstances of great solempity,
March 1659.t He also made somie progress in
drawing up a Dircctory of Presbyterian Woyshijp
and Government, but was obliged to abandon it by
reason of the troubles of the times,

e was faithful in his privatc admonitions of the
young king, whom he seems 16 have regarded with
parenial affection. As James grew up, he was
exposed to evil counsellors, against whom Craig
faithfully warned him.  Calderwood relates, that
on one vccasion he #preached ‘a notable sermon
before the king, on Ps. xi. 10, the like whereof; for
frec rebuke, had never before been preached in his
presence.  The king wept, and suid, ¢you might
kave told me this privately.! It was answered,
‘you have often been told of it privately, but with
little eifect. Public vice requires publizc reproof.?

* When informed that His Majesty (Jas. VI.) had
made choice of’ Craiyg to be his minister, the General
Assenibly, July 1550, ¥ hlessed the Lord, and praised
the King lor his zeal” Row's Hist. of the Kirk,
quoted by M'Cric, vol. ii. p. 213, .

+ See the very interesting and graphic details of it
in Dr. Aiton’s Life and Thues of Alexander Hen-
derson, p. 23, &e,
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In 1584, Craig and his brethren in Edinburgh
were repeatedly harrassed with summonses before
the Council, for their fuithful treedomn agamst pub.
Jic crimes ; and at length hie, with the vther minis-
ters of Edinburgh, were all sienced or removed.
At length Craig was induced to draw up a sott of
compromise betwixt the king and the clergy, wlich
a large body of the latter subsertbed, but which the
more zealous and. determined conscientiously re-
jected, Indeed this excellent man scems to have
exposed hitnself to trouble on many accasions, by
an over facility of dispcsition, and a desife to con-
ciliate wheré opposition of esseutial principle stocd
in the way.

One of the last services he performed to the
chureh, was his penuing the Cutechism entitled,
¢ A Form of Examination betore the Commuuion.”
It was drawn up at the request of the Assembly, in
1592, and unanimously approved by them, aiid or:
deréd to be used “in fumilies. and in schools.”
From that ime it was universally used, tiil 1613,
when the Westminster Cateclisms were received
in Scotland,

Of Craig, Archibishop Spottiswood, in his Ilis-
tory, says, “he was held in great esteem, 2 great
divine, and an excellent preacher ; of a grave be-
haviour, siucere, inclining to no faction ; living hc-
nestly, without ostentation, or desire of outward
glory.” He was one of those amiable and exeel-
Jent characters who are better fitted for discharg=
ing important offices in times of peace, than for
struggling with diticulties. e belonged to .the
gsame class with Mclancthon and Johu Erskine of
Dun—men of exalted worth, and vet.not exactly
adapted “to stand in the gap” in the time of dan-
ger. Craig may not have met, on all occasions,
the views of the more bold actors in the diflicuit
scenes of those cventful days ; but he was a man
and minister «fmthful above many,” and he de-
-scended to his grave full of years, and with an un-
stained reputation,®

» The fullest account that was ever prinied of this
good man, will be fouud in the volume of the Chric-
ian Instructor for IS1L It was drawa up by that ve-
nerable minister, and valuable biograplical histonian
of our church, the Rev. James Scot, une of the manns-
tersof Perth,  Of 1his exccllent man, whose venera
ble image is now vividly before us in the retrospect
of years, wc liope soon to presenta Memorial Sketch.
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Al
From « Historical Sketchy or Compendious View of

Lviaestic and Lorcign Mis sions in the Presbyle-

riun Church of the Uniled Ntales of Jlmerica,

Prepared at the request of the Bourd of Foreign

Miss ons of the Presbytevian Church,” By Ash-

bel Green, Do Do Philadelphiy, William S,

Marticu, 12two. pp. 214. 1388,

‘The Presbytery of Philadelphin was the first that
existed on the American continent, and was formed,
as nearly as can be ascertained, in the year 1504,
Its clerical members  were amigrants from Scotland
and-Treland, with one individual from New England,
They were, with a single exception, almost wholly
duestitate of property ; and tie people to whom they
ministered, being  like themsclves in poverty, and
struggling tur subsistance in a wilderness land, could
contribute but a pittance to the support of their pas-
tors.

In these circumstances, little more could be done fog
spreading the gosped thun to proclaim its truths and.
administer its ordinances, antong the inhabitants in
the vicinity of the preackers. But in this field of oper-
aton, the labours of the fithers of the Presbyterian
Church were most exemplary. It may be questioned
whether any missionaries, in more recenut timies, have:
made greater exertiviis 10 carry the gospel to the des:
waite, ot have udured more hardships in doing it,
than were exhibited by these venerable and devoted
wen.  They not only preachied to the people to whom
thry sustained the pastoral relation, but extended, as
far.as possible, thewe excursions of benevolence into
tiic adjicent vegions; and this without any necuniary
compensation or factlstees of travelling.  The aflecting
cries of the duestitute ciune to them at every meeting
of thar Presbytery; as well as at their individuul
abudes; and the cffunis which they made to relieve
tae sparntual wauts of the suppliants, were neither few
nor fuebles

In progress of time, when the Presbytery was en:
lavged into @ Synod, and & small fued was obtuined
to aud the operations, und partially to rclieve the press:
myg necessities of 1S membiers, missionary services
were extended to places more remote. It wasin this
way, that Presbyterian churches were planted, not on-
Iy m the Buratishi culunics of Pennsylvania and Mary-
land, but abso in Virgiuid, and in North and South
Carvhma.,  The Prosbyicsian church has, in fuct, been
atways a Missivnary church, and to her being such,
1> tu Le attributed, under the Ll=ssing of God, her ra-
pad ducrease and her present wide extension:  In a
period of little more than a hundred and thirty years,
this church, embracing at first but six or seven minis-
ters of the gospel, has located congregations, with
theid pastoss, through a region extending from Cana-
da, on thenorth, to Iorida, in the south, and from the
Atlaniie, on the cast, to paris beyond the Mississippi,
tn the west and now consists of nincteen synods,
vne hundred sl six presbyterics, and nearly two
thousand ordained ministers; between two and three:

hundred dicomtiates; wore tin two hundred and forty
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candidates for the gospel ministry ; and not less than
two thousand churches.  Of the detail of her Domes-
tic Missions, only the most cursory vicw can now be
taken.

It has already been stated, that Virginia and the
Carolinas were early regarded as missionary ground ;
and we now add, that they continued to Le thus re-
garded, till the commencement of the revolutionary
war of our country.  Their necessities formed amark-
ed subject of auention, and measures were adopted for
theiv relief, at aimost every mecting of the synod, be-
fore the unhappy rent which divided it, in 1741.—
After that occurrence, till the re-union of the synods,
in 1758, each of the conflicting bodics made vigorous
exertions, to supply the spiritual wants of the south-
ern portion of the then British colonies.  The result
was, thatnot only many churches were organized, but
several presbyteries were formed, in that section of
our country.

In the year 1766, the synod of New York and Phi- |

ladelphia, then the supreme judicatory of the church,
directed that a subscription should b taken up, or a
collection made, in all their congregations, vacant as
well as supplied, for sending the gospel to destitute
places; and, in the following. year, they determined
that such a collection should be annually made; and
they adopted other suitable measures to carry into ef-
fect their benevolent design,

During the war of independence, the public mind
was 80 engrossed with thestate of the country, that all
religious institutions -languished, and some were tem:
porarily suspended.  In the South,: the hostile armies
overran, and fot a time had the occupancy of a part
of the region, to which missions had previously betn
sent; and missic- -ry operations, on the whole frons
tier of the Uni'  "ates were precluded, by the exist-
ence or the fear o1 Indian hostilities. Such, never-
theless, was the strength of the missionary spiritin
the Presbyterian church, that a number of missiona-
Ties Were sent forth during this war; and the subject
continued to command the serious attention of the sy-
nod of New York and Philadelphia, as long as it xe-
mained the highest judicatory of the Presbyterian
church. The General Assembly, whick was consti-
tuted by that Synod in 1788, met, for the first time, in
Philadelphia, in May 1789. During  the sessions of
this first year, the missionary cause claimed a parti-
cular. atention. The “four synods, then existing un:
der the Assembly, were directed 1o provide and re-
commend, each, two missionaries to the next Assem-
bly; and that funds might be prepared to meet the ex-
pense expected to be incurred, it was cnjoined on all
the Presbyteries, to take measures for raising collec-
tions, in all the congregations within their bounds.

It is believed that at this time (1789) there was not,
in the United States, another religious denomination
beside the Presbyterian, that prosecuted any domestic

‘Tissionary entcrprise; except that then, as since, the
Methodists sent fosth their circuit riders, in- various
directions, A few ycars subsequently, the Congre-
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gationalists of Connecticut sent missionaries among
the emigrants from that state, who had located them.
selves within the bounds of the states of New York
and Peansylvania; and, in Massachusetts also, at a
period somewhat later, missionary operations were set
on foot. But for some time, with the exception stat-
ed, the Presbyterian church stood alone, at. least asto
any regular and systematic efforts, in supplying the
destitute portions of -our country with the preaching
of the gospel.  For thirteen years in suceession, the
General Assembly, at every annual meeting, eitherby
a committee appointed for the purpose or by measures
adopted on-motion in the Hous¢, took the missionary
concern into special consideration, heard the reports of
those appointed in a preceding year, and made new
appointmients, as cxtensively as missionarics and the
means of their support could be obtaincd.

From the Trinceton Review.

The rapid growth of the Presbyterian church in
the United States, adverted to in the preceding ex-
tract, has always appeared to us.a decisive attestation
oth to the scriptural spirit and character of our be-
loved church, and to its peculiar zéal for the salvation
of souls, and the extension of the Redeemer’s king-
dom. At the commencement of the eighteenth centu-
1y, it is not. known that there “was moré than one
Presbyterian minister in what is now the U. States.s
At the same time, the number of Episcopal ministers in
the colonies was at least ifty or sizty. The Congre-
gational mimisters in New Englund numbered, proba-
bly, from fiso hundred, to two kindred and fifty—
Nor is this great disparity in regard to numbers, all
that ought to be taken into consideration. The Con.
aregational ministers had ample . fields spread out be-
fore them, for employing all their resousces, and al-
most cvery where the privilege, without resteaint, of
calling them into action. Not -only was all New
England open to thair evangelical labours, but they
had free access to every other part of -the country to
which Presbyterians could go.  The Episcopai church
was, 1n four or five of the colomes, the established
sect, and in all of thew enjoyed the opportunity, with-
out let or impediment, of preaching. and extending her
denomnation 10 the utmost of her ability: She was
able, too, to command efficient aid froa the mother
country. The Presbyteriang, on the other hand, were
poor, friendless, frowncd upon in most of the colonies;
persecued, fined and imprisoned in several of them ;
and rio where favoured by the. governing powers.
Yet, nothing discouragéd, as we -have seen, they held
on their-way ; sending as many missionarics as they

» The Rev. Francis M'Kemiz is the only Presbyte-
rian minister known to have been in the American
colonies in 1700, Those who were found .in the
country two or three years afterwards, and who form-
ed the” Presbytery of Philaddphia, in 1704, seem to

have been chiefly brought from Europe by theagency
of Mr. M'Kemie, who made a visit to Ireland and

Scotland a shorttime before, and brought several mi-
gisters with him on his rcturn.
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could olitain, in every direction in which a door was
open to admit of their entrunce. At the end of one
hundred and thirty ycars, what was the result? The
Presbyterian body in the United States had reached
an extent nearly double that of our Congregational
brethren within the same limits; and ncarly three
times the aggregate of the Episcopul denomination,
It is true, indecd, some of the Presbyterian churches
included in this estimate, have participated largely of
the Congregational character, and some of -them were
formed by Congregational missionaries: yet if all bej®
included in the Presbyterian church who bear our
name, and who lately belonged to our body, we should
have not much short of three thousand preachers of
the gospel 1n the United States; so that after making
-every allowance which circumstances may demaud,
the relauve numbers above stated, will be found a fuir
-and juststatement.  The fact is, during the first eigh-
ty-five or ninety years of the eighteenth century, the
Presbyterian church, as Dr. Green has stated in the
foregoing cxtract, was, with the exccption of our Me-
thodist brethren, the only American denomination of
Christians which, as 2 church, was constantly busy in
the missionary caterprise. The first small and fee-
ble Presbytery ; the Synod, when it became stronger;
and the General Assembly almost from the first hour
of the existence of cach, éngaged heartily in the work
of missions; and although ncither to the extent, nor
with thé ardour which they ought to have done, yct
with a perseverance which descives our respect and
gratitude; but which secems to be nverlooked at the
present day by some who undervalue what she .has
done, and would uinceremoniously takethe work out of
hier hands.

The missionary effects to which wé have alluded,
were chicfy in the domestic -ficld. But our readers
will perc..ve from the volume beforé us,. that our
church, mcJe than nincty years ago, began to connect
herself with missions to the heathen, The Ptcsby-
terians of Scotland, by méans of their * society for
propagating Ciwistian knowledge,” formed in 1709,
transmitted funds-to a board of . correspondence in
New York, by which the Rev. Azariah Horton, a
member of the Presbytery of New York, was employ-
ed as a missionary among the Pagan Indians on Long
Island. By this diligent and persevering evangelist
considerable good seems to have been done, which had
not wholly disappeared for.three quarters of a century
aflerwards.  Several years subsequently, the funds of]
the same Scottish socicty sustaincd the Rev. David
Brainerd, who was ordained by the Presbytery of
New York, for the express purpose of being employed
23 a missionary among the Indians of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey. In lhls service. that cmmcmly de-
voted man of God was engaged during the remainder
of his life, aud perhaps \nlll nchc: fruus of converting
grace, especially among the Indians of Crosswicks
and Cranberry, thun have followed from the -labours

of any Indian missionary from that time to the pre-

sclit.
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THE SCOTTISI METRICAL VERSION OF THE PSALMS.

(Continued from page 325.)

Most, if not all, other versions have been used just
as they camec from the pen of the persons wlo trans-
lated them. But as errors, blemishes, and imperfec-
tions of various sorts in a literary composition, may
casily escape the notice of one person, and yet be at
once detected by another, it is casy to sce that the ri-
gid and frequent examinations and the careful correc-
ttons to which our version was subjected by se many
different persons well qualified for the task, gave it a
decided advantage over every other,

Whatever this version was, when it came from the
pen of Mr. Rouse, it was no doubt improved by the
revision it underwent, while in the hands of the West-
minster Asscmbly of Divines. But we are prisici-
pally indebted for many of  its excellencics to the fre-
quent and careful revisions and corrections it-under-
went in Scotland. That has always been emphatis
cally the land of song, and-on not a few cven of her
clergy has descended the mantle of the muses. That
the ministers, who were appointed by-the General
Assemblies of 1647 and 1649 to amend this version,
‘were thus gifted, may be safely inferred from the cir-
cumstance of their being singled out for this important.
task. Some of them have lett behind them other me.
morials of their poeticul talent; the Reverend Mr.
John Nevey, for instance, having written a paraphrase
ofthe Song of Solonmon in elegant Latin verse, And
in the several Presbytcrics, to which the Assembly
sent it for their remarks, there were no doubt many
whose poctical taste and talents enabled them to make
valuable suggestions in the way of amendment,
Those who were appomted by the Assembly of 1647
10 the work of correction, were instructed for this pur-
pose, to make use of the version of Sir ‘William Moree
of Rowallan, or of any otber, but more especially of
thar own version then in use, viz. that of Sternhold

and Hopkins. That they did so, thére is no doubt.
Rowallan’s version; both on account of its own excel-
lenee, and ats being a native production, was a favor-
1te with some of the leading men of the church:  The
Reverend Mr. Baillie, of Glasgow, who was a mem-
ber of the Wesuninster Assembly, writes thus to his
correspondent, when Rousc’s version was first brought
before them: « I wish [ had Rowallan's Psalter lere,
for I hike 1t better than any I have yet seen.”  So that
1t 1s more than hkely there was a free use made of it
Aund I can easily traccout, in our version, lines, and
11 some instances, even verses, that have been evident-
ly transfurred from Sternhold and Hopkins version,
From the nature of the peculiar progress of amend-
ment, or. rather of compilation, through which our ver-
sion passed, it combines the excellencies of a number
of versions, and at the same time reisins few or none
of the defects of any of them,

_ s In the former number this was written Thomas

More, by mistake.

-
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These amendments having been wade, and the
finishing touches givcn, by men.who were not only
possessed of poetical talent but who weic also accom
plished scholars; the result is a veision that would do
honaur to wny age or country.  ITtretainsavery large
portion of the five of the original Tlebrew potry, and
is vemarkable for its noblencss, and, at the same time,
its simplicity of expression. ‘There is no cirewalo-
cution in bringing out the ilcas; they are expressed
concisely, yet fully and cleswly,  There is no spinuing
out of the sease for the sake of filling up the Muasare,
the great fault of modirn poutry 5 it is done 1 s fow
woids as in the pres: version, and ofien in fLace
Tlhere is no sactifice of the scase, for the sale of ti
sound, and yet the poctry is of a high order.

Iam aware that exceptions have been taken to the
_poetry, by acertain class of would-be critics.

4 For most by numbcrs judite 3 poct's sony,
And smooth or rongh, with then is right or wrang,”
1 most heartily grant that it is poctry of a very diffir-
cnt order from much of that puling, feminine, mawkish
trash, that in modera times . has bccn wade the vehicle
of a diseased sentimentalism.  'The poetry is suited
to the subjcets, masculine and vigorous, dignified and
sublime.  The deep and awful sarvows of Messiali's
soul, and His. triumphs over sin and-death and hell,
séen in prophetic vision by the psahnist, and deserib-
ed by him in‘the loﬁy strains of inspired cloquenee,
could not be éxpressed in feebly delicate verse.  And
-some of the bold and striking figures of the Iebrew
psalmist, such.as the flecing of the sea, the drviving
back of Jordan, the skipping of the mountains, the
leaping of the hills, and the trembling of “the carth at
the presence of Jehovah, would luse all their foree in
amenotorously smoath and stiding measure.  OF the
Ppropricty and beauty of this adaptation of the verse to
the sense, none who are possessad of a true poetical
taste can for amoment doubt,
4 SoftIs the strain when zophyr zently blows,
And the sniaoth strcam in smootiier numbers flows 3
But when lowd surges dast the sounding shorc,
Thc hoarse rough verse should like the wrrent roar,
WWhen Ajax strives some tork’s vast weizht to throw,
The line too labours, and the words snove stow 4
Not s0 when swift Camilla scours the plan,
Flics o'er the unbending corn; and shunsadong the 1amn.”

The sickly and delicate smoothiess of vorse w hich
is too often mistaken for excellence, is not by any means
an essential athibute of good poctry.  Such is not the
distinguishing characteristic of the versification of
Homer, of Shakespeare, or Milton.  Aund sinee the

.palm of poctic excellence has buen adjudged to thua,
1 cannot do otherwise than esican the versifica.
tion of our psalms as good.

~ The horrible blundering which some people make
in reading these Psalniz, is, not unfrequently, addaced
as evidence of the impei fuction of the porty. D,
before this evidenee is adiitted as valul, st should Le
ascertained whethier such pessous are capabic of read-
ing Shakespeare, or Malton, or any poctry whatever,
without blundering in the sume wiy.,  Wheraver
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nincty-ninc cases out of a hundred, that the fault lies
in the reader, and not in the pocetry.

And yet, after all, this version is not by any mcans
so vough as it is imagined to be by those who have
pever read it, ov only loolied at it under the influence
of prejudice. A moderate acquaintance with it will
not fail to prove the truth of Dr. Owen’s femark,
that * it runneth with a fluent sweetness.”

Morcover, the age in which our version was made,
was an age of ripe and substantial scholarship.  The
church of Seotland, at that time, numbered among her
clergy, sich men as Alexander Henderson, Robert
Douglas, Samuct Rutherford, Robert Baillie, George
Gidlespie, David Calderwood, Hugh Binning, Andrew
Gray, James Durham, James Gutbrie, Willian Guth-
vie, Davad Dickson, Robert Blair, and many others of
2 hike statap=~men, whose names will be had in ever-
lasting remembrance.  With suchmen as hese, the
peculiar phrases and idioms of the Hcbrew Psalms,
were fanuliar as houschold words,  They not only
drew the meaning, but they drank in much of the
spirit, of these sacred songs, from the fountain of the
inspired-original; and while they laid hold upon eve-

{ry thing in the way of former translations, that could

aid m suggesting to their minds the most appropriate
expressjons for tmnsl.mon, the whole was “diligently
compared with the original text.”

Bestdes besng accomplished scholars, and profound
theologians, thoroughly acquainted both speculatively
and experimentally with the truths they were hand-
ling, many, if rot all of them, were men deeply em-
bued wath the spirit of prayer, and eminent for their
close walk with God, and their enjoyment of commu.
nion and fillowship with him; and lLence were well
qualified to convey to us, or rather to preserve to us,
m the version they have given us, the rich devotional
spirit of the man accurding 1o God’s own heart.

From the hands of such workmen, we have receiv-
od a version of the Psalms, which, in the opmlon of
all competent judges, is a most faithful translation of

“fthe oviginal==niore so, in.many instances, than even

the prose version. It is on this principle that some
Bible socictics, who ave pledged to circulate the pure
word of Gud witliout note or comment, have not hesi-
1ated to issue this version along with their Bibles and
Testaments,

But the faithifulness of the translation of our metri-
cal version of the Psalms, which is, in fact, onc of its
prime excellencics has been objected to as a fault, by
some who can sec no projiricty in our continuing, un-
der the Christian dispensation, to use in our worslnp,
the words and sentiments of David, .or the songs of
the Old Testament church.

It is, however, domg great injustice to these saéred
songs to look upon them as containing merely the
words and sentiments of David, or as being caleulat-
cd fur the Old Testament cliirch cxclusively.

David spcaking of lximsvlf:xs  the sweet Psalmist
of lsrac),” sny s, @ Sam. xxiii, 2, ¢ The spiritof the

such an experiment is made, it will be fuand, in; Lond spahe by me, and Uis werd wasin my tengue.”
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From this declaration asto the source whence the
matter of the Psalms cmanated, it is very cvident
that they must refer to sumething move than the cir-
cumstances of David’s own hife.

The apostle Paul dctually enjoins them to be used
under the New Testament dispensation, in Eph. v, 19,
and Col. iii, 16, in which passages, the terms he uses,
viz, psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, are just the
titles, in the Septuagint or Grecl translation of the Old
‘Testament then commouly used- of what we are ace
customed to call wholly by the name of psalus.  Iu
that translation of the Bible, some of these pieces are
entitled psalms, some hymns, and somne odes or songs;
these three being all Greek words, which have been
transplanted into our own language.  Aund while the
apostle enjoins upon us the use of these inspired songs,
whatever some may think of their want of adaptation
to the spirituality of Christiun worship, he seems to
take it foc granted, that the very circwustances of
“the word of Christ dwclling richly in us in all wis-
dom,” and our being “filled with the Spirit,” will
fead naturally to the use of them, und that this use of
them is perfectly consistent with our singing with
grace, and making melody in our hearts to the Lovd.

And the apostie James likewise directs them to be
used under the Christian dispensation. “Is any
merry? et him sing psatms.”  Tlus recommendation
mphies, of course, that they are perfectly capabie of
expressing the fioly joy which the believer experiences
in the enjoyment of an all suflicient Saviour:
~ While we are dirccted to use these hundéed and
fifty picces of sacred poetry, by whatever name they
may be denominated, whetiter psalms, hymas, or spi-
rtual odes, in our New Testument worship, 1t is just
because they are mure applicatle to the circumstances
of the New thin those of the Old dispensation.

Our Saviour and- his apostles have fixed the seuse
of nearly fifty of them in the New Testament, where
‘we find the quotations made from them expressly ap-
plied either to the Saviour himself, or to the circum:
stances of the Christian dispensation.  Where a pas-
sage is quoted from a psalm and applizd to ‘the Sa-
viour, and He is represented as the speaker of it in
.His own person, we may reasonably conclude, that,
where there is no change of pevson, he is the speaker
of “the wholc of it,-and that the case and circumstan-
stances described in it arc Iis.  Aud thus haviag as-
certained who is the speaker-in some of the ps'\lms
others of them that have the sanie circumstasnices de-
scribed in them way be of course applied to Him, even
although they are not quoted in the New Testament.
~ Being thus furnished in the New Testament, witha
key to the interpretation and application of the psalms,
we find i them the strong crics and tears of the Son
of God 'in the days of His flesh. ‘There we find His
sufferings; s agonies, Ris trivmphs; His thanks.
gwings, & And when we recollect-that 3t was as
the representative. of Iis people that He passed
through all these~that He was made like unto His
brethren—and that the believer dssires to know Him,
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and thé poswer of His resurrection, and the fcllow‘ship
of His sufferings, we sce a beautiful propriety and
and fitness in His redeemed people taking up the
songs of their Elder Brother, and juining in that lan-
stage so descriptive of His sorrows, His trials, and
tis Joys, when He stood as their substitute and
sarety’, :

Tlmugh many of the psalins are prophetical, yet it
isa striking fuct that even where they are most tho-
roughly so in reference 16 the Saviour, the language is
frequently cauched in ‘the past tense, as if it were nc-
wally historical, as for instance in the twenty-second,
ithey pierced iny hands and feet,"—and in the sixtys
vinth, “they gave me vinegar to drink,"—thercby
warking their adaptution to the times when these pre-
dxcuons could be looked back upon as accomplished,
as well as implying the evident intention of the spirit
of God, when Ile spake them by the mouth of David,
that they should be sung by the church afier all those
things should be fulfilled, which were written in the
psalms concerning Chyist:

The joys-and sorrows of believers are in. all ages
the same, whether in Old or New Teestament times,
sn that such richly experimental and practical compo-
sitions as the psalms would be applicable under both.

With regard to the imprecations contained in some
of the psalms, such for instance, as the hundred and
uinth, and a part of the sixty-ninth, which some pro~
fss to tuke so much ofience at, it may be observed,
that they ave prophetical, or rather simply declarative,
of v hiat shall be the end of wicked men who continue
the enemies of Christ and His cause;  The Messiah
is cvidently the speaker inboth of these psalms, and
surely none that sincerely offer up to Him the prayer,
“ 'l‘hy kingdom come,” can feel it uncharitable, in
singing l.hcsc psalms, to throw in as it were their
Amcn 1o His righiteous declarations that all His ene-
mies must nnd shall full before Eim, and that His
Kingdom shall be finally cstablished, which is plainly
pointed at in the two- last verses of the sixty-ninth
pssim,

Well fitted -as the psalms are to the worship of the
New Testament church, there is an obvious propriety
in our adlicring, in our worship, not only to the sense
but as far as poss:blc 10 the very words of the sacred
text; and & better opportunity of doing so, ¢ould hardly

2 afforded us in the English language than we have
in the admirably fanhful version used in our church.

The psaims séem to-have been used by our Lord
himself in the days of His flesh; for there is good
reason for believing that the hymn sung by Him and
His disciples, after the Supper, was the gmnd Hillel,
(or Hallc.ujah,) whicl consisted of the six psalms be-
ginning with the cxii: 113, and ending with the cxviii.,
always sung by the Jews at the conclusion of the Pass-
over. e rcpe'\led the beginning of the xxii. psalm
upor the cross, and eXpired with the beginning of the
xxxi. on His lips. Theapostles applied them'to theu'
owa cass, and employed them “in their own warship,
Acts iv, :‘.’o.
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In this branch o var worship, no small part ofthe
enjoyment experienced, is produced by the music, if it
be selected with judgment and executed with taste.
But it is lamentable to think how many good people
oL themselves of much- of the rich enjoyment they
might otherwise experience, by the careless and cven
disgusting manner in which they conduct tlus exercise,
and one thung that stands sadly n the way of im-
provement is, that too many such persons are apt to
take vast credit to themselves for the supzrior spinitu-
ality of their worship, which.they seem to think is in.
dicated by the slovenhiness of its performance.  But it
isto be hoped that this delusion s passing away, and
that all devout people will, ere long, be convinced that
good singing is notonly perfectly compauble with spi-
rituality of mind, but even a powerful help to it,

The effect produced by music in exciting and cle-
vating the aﬂ'ecuons, depends very much on the means
employed, and unless the conducting of the musi¢ in
a congregation be in the hands of & person of some
degree of correct taste, who has been nccustomed to
trace the conncction between causc and effeet, and to
take notice of what eficcts are produccd by cestain
causes, the grand object will scldom be gained:

The first important. step towards gaining this ob-
ject isto obtain and introduce tv practice & proper col-
Jection of tunes——~tunes that have some claim to'be em-
ployed on account of the music they contain, For
.mere sound is not, in the proper sense -of the word,
music;. nor yet is the bire variation of sound, &idit
is_notorious that many tunes, whicliare perpctaated by
custom, when ouce they are introduccd, are notling
more than a mere succession of sounds. strung toge-
ther without any apparent design, further than to have
goﬁ\e up and some down. Such tunes are uninterest-
ing, and incapable of exciting the aifections or produc-
ing the slightest pleasureable emotion. But a peison
of correct taste, and habits of observation, will casily
be able 10 notice and sclect such tunes as are remark-
able for the pleasing effect they produce.

Anothef important step towards gaining the grand
object of music, is the proper adaptation of the tuncto
the psalm ; that is, whatever be the general character
of the psalm, whether mournful or Jjoyful, gentle or
vigorous, to sing it-with & tune of a like clnx‘aclcr.
Not.hxng can be more destructive of the desired effect
of music, than singing a lively and joyful psalm t0 a
mournful tune, or a mournful psalm 10 -2 lively and
Joyful tune,—or where the psatm describes the voice
.of the Eternal as thundering on the multitude of wa:
ters, . tearing asunder the cedars, or making Lebanon

‘10 skip like a calf, to sing it to a tunc whose general
.character is sweetness and simplicity,

And afier good tunes hiave been sclected, and these
properly adapted, it is no less ncéessary that they
should be well executed, in order to produce the de-
sired effect. Instead of the sleepy, drawling, inani-
culate noise, out of all tune and all lime, that tov oficn
ulm the place of singing, the music should be per-
formed with earncstucss and. heartiness; the sounds
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should be clear and distinet; the pronunciation of the
words and syllebles ought to be so plain that a listener
could follow them and understand them, as well as if
they were spoken; and all that have a musical ear
ought to accustom themselves to pitch theic voice in
umson with that of the leader, and to keep in exact
tinte with him, sothat all being completely united and
blended together, may scem to a listener to bs but one
voice.

If I am asked wheré good tunes are most likely to
be found, I would say that while I would by no
means rejoct indiscriminately every thing that was
aew, I would certainly go back amongst the music of
former days as the most likely ficld in which to find
what was really excellent.  Amongst the relics that
have come down to us from - the olden times, there ave
some of the richest specimens of music.

Martin Luther, the Reformer, as I have already
Yiad uccasion to remark, was an eminent musician and
composcr of music. He was, in fuct, called the Ors
pheus of Germany.  Some of his pieces have come
down to the present time;. and, in particular, the old
hundred psalm tunc, which is smd to have been com-
posed by lum, remains us a noble memorial of his
musical genius, and a rich specimen of ancient music.
Iiis, at all events, a very old tunc, whether composed
Ly Luther or nat, as I have seen it set to the hundredth
poaln, in some of the carlier cdinons of Sternhold and
Hopkins version, upivards of 2.0 years old;

But the ancient Scottish music is, beyond all doubt,
the best that can be found.  ‘Thereas a peculiar kind
of wild rich pathos about it, which at once lays hold
on the fechngs, whether the stramn be hively or plain-
uve, Tius lund of music ¢an be traced up, at all
ovents; to the days of Jumes the Furst, of Scotland,
upwards of 400 years ago, who 1s saud to kave been
the father of it. Tassoni, an Iialian writer, who
flounished npwards of a century  afterwards, says,—
“ Wenay reckon among us moderns, James, King of
Scotland, who not only composed many sacred’ pieces
of vocal music, but also of himsclf inventéd a new.
kind of music, plaintive and meclancholy, different
from all others,” &e.  But I am disposed to fix its
origin in even an carlierage; for the poems of Ossian,
which are evidendy of a very ancient date, always
mention the song of the bards as accompanied with
the music of thcir harps.  And as it was the bards
who handed down thuse poems from one generation
to another, the musical airs with which they accom=
panicd them on their harps, would be handcd down
along with them, and become; in fact, a means of theiv
preservation in conjunction- with the measurc of the
poetry.  These airs being originally the nawral and
spontancous cxpression of the same feelmgs which
were poured forth in song, they would necessarily
partake of the sume character for grandenr and subli-
mity.

And I-am moreover inclined to believé that the pe-
culiar churacter of this music, instead of being derived
from the efforts oz skill of any one mdmdual -has
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grown, in a very great measure, out of a variety of|
circumstances.

When we consider what a powerful infiuence the
natural scenery of ‘a country has in giving a certain
shade or complexion to the character and temperament
of its inhabitants, and that its national music will in
turn derive its character from that of the people, we
need not wonder that an ancient nation long inhabit-
ing a land unrivalled for its grand and romantic
scciery, should possess a national music of wild ane
witching power:

¢ For "mid those scenes the bard was bred,
Wihere Nawure's €y ¢ s stern and dread,
*Mid forests dark, und eaverns witd,
And ins high on {ns pited,

Whose hoary suummits tempese riven
Uprear cternal snows 1o heaven.”

But the peculiar richness of the Scottish tunes that
are really ancient, may be accounted for in auother
way. These tunes were origmally the production of
the ancient bards, and were. played by than on the
harp, which being as yet unprovided \\.uh any con-
trivance to stop the lengthened vwibration of one string
when the next was struek, in order to prevent discord
they were under the necessity of making each note, or
at all events each onc on which there was any stress
laid, a chord with the preceding, as there would al:
ways be not léss than two strings sounding together.
meg to tlus circwnstance, 1t 1s @ charactenistic of
all such tunes, that almost cvery succeeding emphate
note is a third, a fifth; an octave, or suue nute that
chords with the preceding oue.  And thoagh thes
notes are no longer cunnceted, and the chonds proda-
ced, by the lengihicned vibratiuns of the 1aiustedd’s lagy:
strings, we sull feul much of the same oitiet, cvonin
singing them.  For whun two notes which aie chords
are sung 1 succession, cven afier the sound of the
first has died away, there will still be sach a vivid ie
collection of its pitch retained by the memory, and
perhaps suchi a continued. vibration - of the nerves of
the eur, as, compared wathi the actual suind of the se
cond note and chording with it, will produce the pleas-
ing sense of harmony almost asstrongly as if the two
sounds were coexistent.  * Maytyrs” and * Montrose”
may be mentioned as specimens of this class of tunes,
in the department of sacred musie. It should hc'olr
served, however, that if this featare is not found alik
distinet in all of our old unes, it is, party, besuis
they may have ‘been to some extent correpted, siner
the lay of the last minstrel ceased, ia beinig trans nit
ted from geucration to gencrativn mer-ly by memory;
and partly, because many of them have, in all like.
lihood, undergonc great alterativm, in the substractin
or addition of notes, in order to fit them to the more
ordinary meéasures of our modern psimody, some-
thing in the same way that the Swciliow Alariners
dym lias been transmitted into & long metre tune,

under the name of Sici 'y, Butit is to the remaining
traces of this peculiarity that we may ascribe much
of the pleasing effcct of these tunés.  Much of the pre-
Judice which has been indulged against them has been
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the consequence of the slovenly and careless manne®
in which they have been too ofien executed:  But let
them only be sung correctly, and with some degree of
taste, spirit, and expression, and I am sure they cane
not fail to please.

Several of the psalms sccms to have been intended
to be sung 1n alternute parts with clioruses, and very
lihely were so sung in the tenple service, and must
have hod o very grand effect.  The evii. psalm is u
very beautful specunen,  After a grand chorus in
the fust verse in which all the congregation joins, the
remainder is divided into five priacipal parts, in each
onc of which there is first of all a description of some
casc of distress sung by a few voices. then a semicho-
rus, sung by another portion of the congregution, de-
scribing the dlliverance from that distress in answer
to prayer, aud then a grand chorus sung by the
whole congregation. The scveral parts commence
wit, the secand, tenth, seventeenth, twenty-third, and
thisty third verses. The grand chorus consists of the
two last verses in each of these, except the last pait of
all where it is only onc verse; and the semichorus in
cach of the parts, consists of the two verses immedi-
atcly preceding the chorus,  Inthe exxxvi. psal, the
first half of cach verse scems intended to be sing by a
few voices, and the last half as a ehiorus for the whole
congresation.  ‘I'he xxiv. and the exviii., and sevetal
others, secm to have been sung in parts by different
portioas of the congregation, alteruately.

This kind of singing in alternate parts with cho:
ruses, for winch I coniccise we have a warrant in the
very construction of these psahus, scems to have beea
aliogetiius overtooked and ncglected in our church,
Weae some of tiuse psalins so woulded in their ex-
ternal foun, a3 to put the several parts into distinct
and separate stanzas, and had we suitable tunes, they
Lzt vy sung With thalling effecct But to sustain
the suverel parts in a proper n.anner would require a
suonger love for muaic, and a higher and more gene-
ral cultvaiion of i, aiaong our p.oplz., than is at pre:
sent tu be found.

My object, in making these remarks, had been to
draw attenton to the suhd excellene 2s of our old Scot-
tish version of the psabms. I tue constant lhxrs. for
somcthing new, winch many exhuint, these excellencics
arc apt to be overlooked ; and 1t o ofien “happens
wiattnose who attempt, by a display of ther imagined
pocucal tateuts, 1o gratdy thus love for novelty, com:
pletely destroy the spunst, and caange the meaning of
the psalms, o stcarnng at svaething strange m the-
way of expression, aai slaving at fitg there ideas
0 their verses, 0 dhat tue jrous soul fiads tuat what
1t was accustomed 1o fied on, 1 ticact of worship, s
gone,

And, in calling attention to the cultivation of sa-
cred music, 1 would caraestly urge the importance of
stadying those olden models to which I have alluded,
which are ut once chaste and rich, and in which, Tam
Jonvinced, the very soul of music dwells.
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THE FORM OF AN OATH.

These psalms and these tunies, independently of higation to speak the truth, the object of it is gain-
their own intrinsic excellence, are. halluwed 1 thejed; and the particular form 18 consequently of no

minds of the greater number of Scottish and Irish
Presbyteriuns, by the fondest associations. They
form a tie that still connects us with the home of our
childhood and our youth; withthose Christian fr.cnds
with whom we have often sung them, and with whom
we may perhaps sing them no more in this world; and
with those heathery hills and verdant dales, over
which we have often gone to the house of God, with
the voice of joy and praise, with amultitude that kept
holy day. They carry back our minds too, to the
days of other years, when, in the midst of dark and
malignant persecution, they were sung, in the rocky
cave or the lonely moor, by our brave and pious an-
cestors, who contended so nobly for the faith once de-
livered to the saints, and sealed their testimony with
their blood, not counting their lives dear unto then.
‘When we remember these things, should we not be in-
cited to imitate the worth and the exezllencies of our
pious. forefuthers, who once sung these very psalms
and these very tunes, in the church below, and who,
having through faith and patience, inherited the pro-
mises of ‘God, are now éngaged, in the church above,
in singing the song of redeeming love, and accompa:
pying it with celestial music on their golden harps,
and should we not also be incited to join in the im-
passioned strain of the Hebrew psalmist, when far
from the land of his fathers. *If I forget thes, O
Jerusalem, lct my right hand forget her cunning.  1If
1 do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above
.my chief joy"

1. A. B,

THE FORM OF AN OATH,

An oath is a solemn appeal to God, in which we
call Him, as the omniscient Searcher of our hearts,
to witness the truth of what we assert on oath,
and in prospect of a future judgment, when all
liars shall have their part assigned them in that
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, and
evince our willingness to léave the event with God,
who .is.now our witness and will soon be our
judge, a8 an evidence of our sincerity and truth.

There have been among different nations vari-
ous forms of taking an oath, and-no doubt all of
them convey the idea of stronger obligation than
a person’s bare word, And it has beep asserted
that if the oath carry with it the idea of strong ob-

unportance. But this answer, which is frequently
made to objections taken on the score of form,
however plausible 1t inay appear, is faulty and so-

{phistical 1n avery Ingh degree:—for, 1st. Tt loses

sight of God's right, in all matters connected with
rehgion, to prescribe the particular form or man-
ner in which He is to be approached, and that it is
our duty, not to set up what we thmk to be right
as a stundard, but to enquire what is the divine in-
stitutton, or what is the divinely approved exam.
ple.  Thus the npostle Paul, when reminding the
Corinthians of the divine appointment of the
Lord's Supper, and thé manuer of observing it,
says, I tiavii eticriviv oF 168 Loro that which
also I delivered unto vou” :=2nd. It isnot true
that the olyect of an oath will be equally well gain-
ed independently of the form, for it will always be
foiind that o divinely appointed form, when it is as-
certained, is more aptly fitted than any other to
produce the intended effect; as in the case of an
oathy the seriptural form will always excite in the
mind a more powerful sense of the divine présence
and omniscicnce, and consequéntly a stronger feel-
ing of obligation to tell the truth than any other
form can possibly dv, inasmuch as divine wisdom,
which can most easily sce what means will best
conduce to a certain end, has appointed it for this
purpose.

~ When we look into the Scriptures, we find two
forms employed ; one apparently ‘intended for a
special case ; the other for general use.

The first may be called the oath of fidelity or
allegiance, and is limited in Scripture to these par-
ticular cases. The fofm was putting the hand
under the thigh of the person to whom the oath
was given, Thus Eliezer §wore to his master
Abraharn, Gen, %xiv. 2, 8., and Joseph to Jacob,
Gen. xxxxvii. 29, 30, an oath of fidelity, and thus
the Princes of Israel took the oath of allegiance to
Solomon, ¢ And all the princes, and the mighty
men, and all the sons likewise of. King David, sub-
mitted themsclves unto Solomon the King,” or, as
our translators have rendered the latter clause in
the margin, “gave the hand under Solomon.”
16t Chron. xxviv. @4, Theéseare the only in-
stances, so far as I am aware, whete this form is
recogmized in the Scrptures, and 1t 13 evident that
118 used with regard to the singlé point of fidehty
or allegiance. From this custom, as Paley says,
¢ with no great variation, is derived perhaps the
form of doing homage at this day, by putting the
hands between the knees, and within the hands, of
the liege.”
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The other form of taking an oath, recognized in
the Scriptures, and apparently intended for more
general use, 8 lifting up the hands, or more par-
ticularly the right hand to thie hieavens, and swene-
ing by the living God. The fullowing are in.
stances : % Abram said to the hng of Sodom, 1
have hft up mune hond unto the Lord, the most
high God, the possessor of Leaven and carth, that
I will not take,” &c. Gen. xiv, 22,23, e held
up his right hand and lus left band unto Leavey,
and sware by Hun that liveth for ever that,” &ec.
Danict xii. 7. “The angel which I saw stand up-
on the sca and upon the carth lifted up his hand to
heaven, and sware by Him that liveth for ever and
ever,” &c. Rev. x. 9,6, There is an allusion to
this form in Psalin exxxxiv. 11, #Deliver me from
the hand of ‘trange childrén, whose mouth speak-
eth vanity and then‘ right haud is a_ right hand of
falschood.”

Thig, the scriptural form of taking au oath, has
been adopted in Scotland, and, I bchcve, pretly ge-
nerally among all Presbytesians,

In Scotland, the oath, when taken in a court of
justice, is admnistered by the highest dignitary in
the ¢ourt, ‘I'he judge upon the hench, with the
greatest poesible solemmty, gives the words, and
the person who is taking the oath stands with Ins
right hand lifted up to heaven, and himself repeats
the words of the oath, %I, M. N, do solemnly
swear by Almighty God, .as I' shall answer, and
at the great day of judgment, that,” e, &,

‘The English form of an oath which is most com-
monly used is, for the person taking it, to hold in
his hand -the four -gospels or a book containing
them, while the substance of the oath is repeated
to him, ending with the expression “So help yon
God,” after whxch he kisses thebook in his hand,
‘Che words of the oath are not repeated by the per-
son taking the oath, excepting the concluding
clause, #So help me God,” and even this is very
rarely required, the whole ceremony on his part
being the kissing of the book. Sometimes. the
oath begins ¢ You sincerély promise and swear,”
&c., but more frequently cven thisis omitted ; the
oath being simply, ¢ You will faithfully perform”
&c.y or ¢ You will well and truly try” &ec., 4So
help you God,”

This form of sivearing is wholly objectionable and
unscriptural. It is deficieut in its not stating what
the person sw ears by, and inthe person's notswears
ing distinctly by the Almighty. This is contrary to
whatis a prominent featuren the seriptural instan-
ces cited above, as well as someé others. In Gen,
xxi, 22, 29, where Abimelech requites an oath from
Abraham, he says, % God is with thee in all that
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thou doest ; now therefure swear untome by God
that,” &c.  In the case of the vath Abraham took
from Eliezer (Gen, xxiv. 8.) Abrahan says to him,
# And I will make thee swear by the Lord the God
of licaveny that,” &e.  Aguin, in Daniel xii. 7, and
I1Rev. x. 6y already quoted, the same thing is to be
noticed § they “sware by Him that liveth for cver,”
&e. The want of this forms a capital defect in
the Foglish mude of taking an oath ; as such an
oath never can have the effect of producing any
thing like such a vivid recollection of the divine
presence as the Scottish form, If it is answered
that the concluding phrase, % So help me God,” is
an appeal to the Almighty, I would reply that it
is seldom repeated by the person whotakes the oath,
and even although it were repeated by him, still it
is not a scriptural form of such an appeal. Itisa
relic of the barbarism of' the darkages, when trutis.
or falsehood was believed to be proved by the ré-
sult of ordeals of various kinds, and particularly
by single combat, In this, the chivalrous knight,
helieving that God would incvitubly dcfend the
right, after protesting his innocency or his truth,
cried vnty “So help me God,"—puised . his lance,
spurred lus steed, and dashed to the conflict,

|

Again, Lissing the book_is a custom evidently
denved from the idolatrous practices of the hea-
then, who kissed the idol or the sacrifice, and is
licld in seripture to be idolatry and a denial of the
true God. Amongthe Egyptians cettle were ob-
jects of worship, and that the Israclites wera deep-
Iy corrupted with this species of idolatry, appears
tromthe frequency with which they wade molten
calves and worshipped them.  Kissing these calves
was one of the heathen modes of adoration and
worship, and is thus noticed in séripture, ¢ And
now they sin more and more, and have made
thein tiolten images of their silver, and idols ac-
cording to their own understanding, all of it the
work cf the craftsmen 3 they say of them, let the
men that sacrifice kiss tlxe calves.” Hosea xii, 2,
#Yet I have lelt me seven thousand in Israel, all
the kuees which have not bowed into Baal, and
every mouth which hath not kissed him.” 1st Kings
xviv. 18. Cicero describes a statue of Hercules, 1s
having its mouthand chin worn something smooth-
er, because the worshippers used not only to adore
it-with prayers and thanksgivings, but also to kiss
it. A relic of this is still to be found in the wor-
ship of the Romish church, for “1n the popish ritu-
al, the priest kisses ihe gospel before he reads
it.”* The sun and moon were objects of wor-
ship among some or the eastern nations, and
the heathen mode of worshipping them is thus no-

{
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ticed in Job xxxi. 26, 27,28, «If T beheld the sun
when it shined, or the moon waliing in brightiess ;
and wmy heart hath been sccretly enticeds ur my
mouth Lath Jassed my haud ; tuis also were an ini-
quity to be punished by the judges , fur ¥ should
have denied the God that is alne.”

In any act of worship, or appeal to God, we
ought to be exccedgly careful, even where the
feelings of the heart are must sncere, not to in-
troduce any heathien practices, scviug that Gud Las
plainly prescribed to us the mude of worslipy as
well as the object of it.

Another objection to the English mode of admi,
pistering an oath, i that it is administered in
courts of justice by some inferior ofiicer. Inthis
way it is not nearly so impressive asif it were ad-
ministeréd by the presiding -judge. And seeing
that an oath is intended to draw forth. the truth,
under a déep and-vivid sense of the divine pre-
gence and a future accountublhty, it is unwise to
do aught that would, in any degree, dwest it of
that solenn.ity and unpressiveness which should al=
ways characterize 1t.

Before leaving this part of the subject, it may be
well to notice the opinion of Archdeacon Paley, as
to the English form of an oath : “The forws of
oathg (says he) in Christian countries, are also very
diffetent ; but in nocountry inthe world, 1 believe,
worse contrived, either to convey the meaning, or
impress .the oblization of an oath, than in our
own.”

But however objectionable the English form of
the oath may be, it isa beautiful feature in the Eu-
glish law, that it compels noman to take an oatl
in any form contrary to his conscience; but, on
the other hand, allows every man to sv car accord-

" jog to the usages of his country, and the dictates
of his relmon. Thus, if a Roman Catholic is
sworn upon the book, it must hiave a cross uponit,
for him to kiss; if a Jew, the book must be the
O)d Testanient ; if' o Turk, the book must te the
Koran ; the Hindoo is sworn upon the water of
the Gangcs, for which purpose, it is suid, bottles
of it brought from Hindostan are kept at the prin-
cipal polics offices of London. Instances, too,
have occurred in which natives of the east have
.beéen sworn, in London, in the way that Abraham’s

-servant was sworn, as well as in other ways, ac-
cording to the usages of their respective countries.
The same appllcatxon of this liberal principle al-

Jows the Scotchman, or the Presbyterian, of what-
éver country he may be, to swear with uplifted
hand and by the living God, according to the dic-
tates of his réligion, even in England.  And seeing
that this 1§ the case in England itself, how much

THE FORM OF AN OATIL

more freely ounght that liberty to be enjoyed in
tins country—a British Province—belonging to
Scotland equally with England.

I consider 1t of importance that our people should
be well inturmed on tius subject, and the more es-
pecally, as, 10 many snstances, their right 1s demed
dicur, aud their conscrences wounded:  Tlus nighe
13 adnnited and allowed in the lngher courts of jus-
tice w tue proviuce, as well as -on the part of the
better infurmed portion of the magistracy, and
olisersy wiose duty it is to administer oaths, With
such, I believe, there is now no difficulty, Dut
there are some both among the magistrates
thronghout the country, and among persons in the
public offices in towns, who ure appointed to ad-
minister oaths, who persist inattempting to compel
Presbyterians to sweoar according to the English
torm. ‘There are various reasons for this conduct,
Soue, vain of their zuthority, are fond of showing
oft'a little pretty despotisin, if’ they find they have
to do with persuns of @ modest and timid disposi-
tion. Others, who are unacquainted with any oth-
cr mode of adwimstering an oath than kissing the
book, are fain to cluak their ignorance by dictato-
rial arrugauce, and unyiclding obstineey, Others
aguiy sped bound by Bpiscopal influeuce and pre-

judice, would not for the world alluw liberty of

conscience to a Presbyterian who might come be-
fore them.

When Presbyterians ask to be-sworn, by 2 ma-
gistrate, iu the form most agréeable to their reli-
gion and their conscience, they should remember
that it 1s not a personal favour they are asking from
the lavidual magistrate, but what the laws and
usiages of Lingland allow them ; and, consequent-
ly, should neverallow themsclves to be trifled with
and isulted, but should bolily and unhesitatingly
demand therr right,

It is not to be wondered at, that, in this province,
there are many magistrates who are unacquainted

“{with the way of adininistering an oath according

to the Presbyterian form, because they may never
have Lad an opportunity cither to see it adminis-
tered, or to hear the form deseribed. But a man
of candour and mgenuousness, in such circum-
stances, would at once ucknowledge that he was
unacquastited with the form, and ask for imforma-
tion,

For the information of those who may be bat
little conversant in law matters, I would mention,
that in Burns® Justice, 2 work intended as a sort of
sirectory to magistrates, and not unfrequently to
be met with in the province, under the lettet O and
word oath, they will find stated the prineiple of the
Linglish law in reference to the form of oaths
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which I have mentioned ; aud they will Lhewise
find a number of instances given, in which oaths
have been adwinistered in London according to
various forms. ‘I'hesc instances are not, indeed,
80 numerous as to miect every particular case
which inay occur ; but they are amply sufficient for
the purpose for which they were intended, viz, to
illustrate the liberal and enlight nel principle of
the English law, w hich ailuws every man to swear
according to the usages of his country, or the dic-
tates of his religion,

T. A. B,

THOUGUTS ON THL DUTIRS OF CHRISTIANS IN THE
PRESENT TROUBLES,

It is best “to set in the plough of the word,” to
uee a quiant expression of goud Mr. Philip Heunry,
«when the Providence of' God. has svftened aud
prepared the ground.”

_ The present is confessedly a time of génerala-
larm, throughout these provinces, of ectual danger
and hardship to mauny, and of suffering to not a
few. God, who has within these few years past,
tried us with various other judgments, is now iry-
ing us with war, ‘Tlus calamity, whichis often
the most direful of all the judgments, which lic vi-
sits upon guilty communiti¢s, has this sad feature
in ity that God’s agency in sending 1t, is often over-
looked, When peshlence stalks over a land, as
we have again and again seen it do through these
provinces, men are the rather shuf up to acknow-
Iedge the finger of God in it, that they see not any
immediate instrumentality operating to its produc-
tion, and directing the course whichit takes over a
territory.  And referring it to God, whose charac-
ter, however imperfectly understooed, all are o rea-
dy to adwit, to be supremely gracious, they nutu=
rally ascribe it to his displeasure for sin, Thus,
is such a visitation well fitted to aflect 2 communi-
ty with a sense of their guilt. Dut, war, especiully
in the forn in which it has been waged on our bor-
ders, is scen to be the immediate work of traitorous
rapacious and blood-tlursty wen; and so the pro-
vidential agency of God in sending it, is overlook-
ed ; and thoughts of lum are rather -driven
away, by the resentful passions that are called iip
in the breast of the injured, and by the bustle and
excrtion which are made to repel the aggres-ors.
War, then, we say, cveén in this view of it, is not
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the clastisement w hich is most likely to amend and
icfurm a community. The preacher in attempting
‘o urge the great lessons which God is teaching
men, through such a visitation, can scarcely obtain
a heariage  Warfare, even in the justifiable form
uf suitidefence, on tho call of lawtul authority, is
Lo gruat respecter of religions excrcises.. And
the population who areleft at home, and are not
¢spoced to danger, are yet so agitated and dis.
tracted by the abeence of husbands.or fathers and
sons on mulitary duty, that they are but little dis-
posed to the spiritual Jessons which God in Lis
Providence is teaching them,

We would not however send forth the pages of
our journal at this time, to our readers, without
charging them with a few remurks on the duties of
Christians in the present crisis,

We need scarcely say, in the first place, that it is
the duty of all, to discountensnce, in every way,
treason and rebellion, to which our wicked inva-
ders are tempting and challenging the population,.
Tie divine law binds us to honour and chey our
tulers, and also to pray for them, and .on this acs
county apart fiow all natural love of countty, and
considerations of expediency, we are bound to keep
at a distance from all traitorous counsels and p]oté‘
—yvea, tu reprove and expose these, should we be
made acquainted with them, No consideration of
the impolitic measures of rulers who have not ut-
terly tiampled on the constitution of their country,
or of'the advantages real or supposed, of a state of
political independence, can justify a people for
taking up arms zgainst their rulers, or if colonists
as we are, for forcibly rending the ties which bind
them to the parent state. Not to attémpt to ars
gue this out from the admitted principles of morals,
itis abandantly plain from the apos'olic injunc-
tion, “submit yoursclves to every ordinance. of
man for the Lord's sake, whether it be tothe king
as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that
aresent by him, for the punishment of ¢vil-doers,
and for the praiseof theim that do well.”

Revolt against the parent government, involves
rebellion against God, andin the case of many per-
jury also ; and so Christians -must abstain, evén
from the appearance of it, and must discountenance
it to.the utmost.

We nced scarcely cither-femark, in the sécond
place, that, many are called on in duty to draw the
sword against the invaders of: the soil. Tt is be-
cavse some whom Wwe regard good-men deem all
war unlawful, that we are thé more concerned to
find a scriptural warrant for taking up arms in the
present crisit. Now, since civil governmeént is
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expressly declared to be ¢ the ordinance of Gud,”
Rom. aiii. & it is a legitimate inference that s
must be invested with the means of maintaing
itself, and of accomphstung the ends fur which n
is appointed by Gud; und amongst these mncane,
ic to be rechoned the sword ; the sword of jus-
tice againg! offenders within the connnunity, and
the sword of the soldier zgainst invaders from
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may have its uses; but, assuredly, it has no place
1h the hst of Chostian virtues.  To meet death as
Curistianis, we must, at once, be found standing by
& guud cause, and we must possess an enhightened
cunvicion, that we are on terms of friendship with
Gud, tiireugh an uterest an lus Son.,  If then,m
these tnues, we are sensible of the unstableness of
all earthiy pussessions, and see many waysin which

withouts A dreadful necessity is impused uponyne may be calivd onto jeopardy our hives, letus
rulers of cxecuting vengeance, even to theshed- see weil to i, that, we have Gud for our friend,
ding of blood, upon such crimnals as murderers ;| through vur conuexion with lus dear Son, as our
and, the sume necessity is imposed upon them, of ; Redeuner and Lord  We believe atis very com-
destroying, it may be without the furmalities of juun wath vur suitia, to make thewr walls, before
law, those who assail a commanity frum without, leaving home for actuzl service; and, ought we
with deadly weapons, whether their end be pillage y noty under the genetal aspression of the uncertam:
or the usurpation of power in that community., iy of lie, to betinnk ourselves of the interests of
T'his neceasity arises ot from any severily-inhie- | ourimmortal souls, seung that these shall be un-
rent inrulers, but from the constitution and end of , changcably dec:ded at deatis Al'Y how short
civil government—in other words, from the ap:|sighted is that prudence, which can busy itselfin
_puintwent of God himself. 11e whoin his holy provi-} guarding against contingent inconvenicncies to
dence, in wany ways cuts off invetesate transgres- ) survising relatives, and yet have no respect to the
sors, has appointed the sword of the ruler tobe the | soul—the immortal part of its possessor! Tt us
instrument of his vengeance on murderers, traitors, | exercise prudence, especially in times of danger,
arned banditti, and other criminals of thelilie kmd. | according to the scale of cternity, -Let us be sure,
So, the apostie declares, the beareth not the S\'.'urdtthat, we have the very eafety and peace of the
in vain, for he is the minister of God, a revenger, | children of Ged,  And let us rest satisfied with
to execute wrath upon bim that docth evil™  Thelnothing short of a religion, which shall stand the

right of rulers then, to draw the sword sgainst
armed marauders canuot surely be questioned on
any fair seriptural grounds ; and so the call of our
Tulers tv the subjéctsto arm in the present cmer-
gency, should not be resisted.  ‘I'he necessity for
this call'is infinitely to bedeplored; but it has not
becn created by our rulers themsclves—though
‘doubtless, their sius and our own, hiave in various
wayg in the Providence of God operated to occa-
‘sion it~but by the restless ambition of dema
‘goguces, aud the desire of plunder and rapine, on
the part of profligate and perjused meir.  The very
duty, then, of not a fow, in this sad crisis, is to
leave the plough for the sword ; the peaceful fa-

mily hearth: for the barracks, or—the battle
‘field.

We remark, in the third pluce, that all amongst
us, who claim the name, aud profess to value the
“privileges and hiopes of Taik: CainssTiax, should look
well foit in these times of trouble, that their per-
‘sonal religion is of 3 genuine Kind.

In no circumstances, uot cven thoese of the fhirest
Prosperity, can poor, feeble, dying wan dispense
with the security and guidance which true religion
affords ; and least of all, can hie do sn amidst trou.
bles like those in which we arcnow involved.. That
courage which can coully encounter death, hoping
nothing, and fearing nothing, .beyond the grave,

testof scripture, and bear us up in the prospect of
death, aud the solenn scenes with which we are to
be conversant afterit.  "That is a spurious reli-
gior which sours the temper, aud renders the cha-
racter unamiabie: znd so, too, is that religion
which makes 2 man a coward in the prospect ol
death. The gedly man knows that God can pro-
tect himnin the mdst of dengers, and that if he
calls Lis people to suffering and deatiy, it is to ad-
wit them into his heavenly kingdom. Iappy
Christian, who can with all soberness, make such
protestationsas these : #Tke Lord is my vock, and
my fortress, and wmy dehwerer : my God, my
strengtls, in whum L will trust 2wy buckier, and
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. =
#Though 1 walk through the valley of the shadow
of deatl, T wiil fear nv evil; for thou art with me;
thy rod aud thy staff' they comfurt mne.”

-
.

The excellency of true zeligion may also bemore
clearly seen in troublous times hike these, inasmuch
as it alone furnishics us with a zafe and uuce-
ring rule of conduct. '

In political changes and cotmotions, worldly
prudence, whicl: never sces far beyond the present,
18 utterly unable to find a path in which both case
and honour can be found ; but the divine word 1s
«a lamp unto the fect, and a hight unto the path”
of al! those who surrender themsclives to ats guid-
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ance. Inthemost perplexing circumstances, they
may be certain that they are in the way of duty,
and of ultimate safety and honour, when they keep
at a distance from sin, notwithstauding of any
promises of security or gain which it muy lhold
out, ¢ The rightevusuess of the upright shall de-
liver them ; but, transgressors shall be taken in
their own naughtiness.”

We remark, in the fourth place, that we are loud-
3y called on to give glory to God, by confessing
our-desert of his severest judgments, and secking
to him with unfeigned repentance.

1t is practical atheism, not to recognize the agen- |
cy of God in all the events that occur around us ; {
and it indicates a fatal ignorance of the character
of God and the pracedure of lus government to-
wards communities, not to know, that such adverse
events as those which have recently befallen these
provinces, are chastisements for sins.

No attribute is more frequently claimed for Je-
hovah, in the €criptures, than mercy in some or
other of its mamfestations.  God gavethis charge
to his prophet,. ¢say unto theny as I hive, saith the
Lord God, J liave no pleasure in the death of the
wicked; but thut the wicked turn from his wayand
hve,” And yet unwillng as God may be said to
beto punish sinuers, hie cannot but do o, from the
very perfection of his character and government.
National sins especiallyy draw down a present re-
tribution,

Now, though we are a very young community,
we have yet attained a sad matarity of wickedness,
And so, we dare not, for a moment, hesitate to re-
fer the many calumities which have recently be.
fallen us, to the divine displeasure withus,  Pesti-
Jence, commercial cmbarrassinents, deficient craps,
internal divisions aud aggressions of armed ma-
rauders fromn without, which we hiave recently seen
fullowing each other, are noambignous indications
that God has been frowsing upon us,  Duty and
safety, then, require that we should make a full
and ingenuous confession of our sius as u people,
and acknuwledge, that God is justin chastening
us ; while we also severally put away iniguity
from us, and study tv promote u general reforma-
tion.

Each indwidual, let 1t be remembered, is directly
or indirectly, 2 participator in the sin and crime of
the comnunity of which he is a member. The
people and servants of' God may acknowledge,
that they have not been faithful witnesses for the
truth, and the cause of the Saviour ; that they
have not discountenanced and reproved =in as they
ought to have done ; and that they have even con-
tributed to caceurage worldly aud ungodls mén, in

3]
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their false peace ; their neglect of the ordinances
of God, and, the ull-inportant concerns of eternity.
And who will hiesitate to admit, that, as 2 commu-
uity, we have been extensively chargeable with
such sins as these : 1. Forgetfulness of God—
our prosperity has too gencrally been lovked upon
as a thing of course ; our affiliated relation to one
of the mightiest kingdoins which the world has
kuown; our fertile svil; our healthful climate ;
our vast extent of unaccupied territory ; our ma-
gestic rivers, and inland seas ; were deemed so
many vouchers of an approaching greatness to us
18 & comununity, apart altogether from the consi-
deration of his agency, who “turneth a fruitful
tand into barrenncss for the wickedness of them
that dwell therein,” and who againin his favour to
those who seck himn, “turneth the wilderness into
a standing water, and dry ground into water
springs.” k '

2. Ingralitude to God. 'The want of a récog-
nitwn of Gud's providence, in- conferring upon us
the many. advantages and privileges which pertain
t0-us as & colmmunity, and the ample amount of
temporal comforts which we had long enjoyed, is
of itselfy apart from our many sins and crimes, &
sud indication of our untbankfulness to God,

3. Wastcfulacss in the use of the bounties of
Divine Providence. The staple productions of our
soily is food fur the comtortable support of man.
Aud this has, in many cases, been used with lavish-
ness, us thongh man's happiness were merely of 2
sensual kinde  And thewn, a great amount of grain,
which would have gove to the support of an en-
creased population here or elsewhere, has in its
conversion into intoxicating liquor, been turned to
a usc infinitely worse than if it had been thrown
on the fields or highways, at the will of birds and
beasty, wild or tame,

4. Profancacss. The ungodliness of many
is avowced, by more thin an open neglect of the
worship of the Jiving God, cven by the vain use of
his mawe, by cursing and sweasing, and appropriat-
ing the Lord's day to visits of pleasure, recreations,
and cven to worldly employments,

5. Intampcrance. The great number of hous-
e, in which intoxicating liquors are sold ; the
aumbers of our population, who fall a prey to the
degrading and ruinous sin of drunkenness, arein.
conteatable proofe, that this vice has greatly swell-
ed the amaunt of guilt which attachestousas a
comnunity,

€. Covelousness, or an excessive love of the
world. Thie, s all who survey human neture in
the light of divine truth, know, isa reigning s in
fallcn man. And, those who ceretully obeetve the

v
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changes which passon the character of settlers by
the acquisition of & property in the soil, the hard-
ships that are encountered in clearing it; and the
too general privation of religious ordinances, will
readily acknowledge, that, devoteduess to the world
is a marked sin in our community.

“This sad catalogue of public sins, could casily be
extended. We will, however, only add, though
it tells mainly arainst our civil rulers, and the va-
rious churches in these Provinces, that a great a-
mount of guilt has been incurred, by the neglect of

‘the education of the young, und the want of more
vigorous and harmonious efforts for the planting of
churches in our new seltlements, and also by the an-
gry contentions of politicians and churches. God
seemsto be saying of us as of Israci of old, “ shall
T not visit them for these things : shall not my soul
be avenged on such anationas tins,”  And, sure-
ly, it well becomes all to humble themselves for
the common transgressions, The ministers and
people of God. ut least, who “hear 2 voice in the
rod,” shoull endeavour to rouse themselves and
others to repentance aud reformation. Nor is
there indeed any hope of the repentance of a com-
munity, unless there be an awakening or revival to
vigorous and energetic piety, on the part of the

.church. .Let the church slumber, andthe world
will go on, from wickedness to wickedness, untal
the cup of a community’s iniquity be full. The
Jjudgments of God onthese lands then, do loudly
call to all his professed people ¢ bo zcalous and
repent.”

‘We remark, in the ffth and lust place, that, we
are speciaily called on, in these times, to be carn.
est and frequent in prayer. Undissembled sorrow
for.the sins of others, even if we had no sharein
them, would lead us to pray. So, the psalmist
poured out his griefs on account of the wickedness
of the times in prayer. “Rivers of waters,” said
he, appealing to God, “run down mine cyes, be-
cause they keep not thy law.”  Cuntrition for our
own share in the common sins, will more directly
impel us to a throne of grace.  We must go there;
humbly confessing our guilt, and deprecating the
judgments which we have provoked ; and by all
our dread of these, and the danger of incurting oth-
ers, we must earnestly pray, that the occasions of
judgments may be removed, through -the repent-
.ance and reformation of the community. Sccking
gine peace of the land, we must pray, that the king-

" dom of the nrince of peace, may be established in
it, and that the judgments of God may be made in-
sttumental to the removing of every thing that obe
structs the progress of that kingdum, and that the
spirit of God may be pourcd down from on high to
bring mcen into subjection to Clirists  Ins times Jike
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these, Christians should consider that it éannotbe
regarded as a strange thing, if they are called to
suffer, and so, they should ask God to inspire them
with resignation ; to fill their minds with his peace,
and to keep them in the Inghway of uprightness,
i which alone durable peace and safety are to be
found. Those who are not called on to take up
arms, and who recognize God as the hearer of pray-
er, should not, in their intercessions, forget those
who have gone forth from their homes and peace-
ful'employments, to turn the battle froem our bor-
ders, Letus pray for their protection from the
deadly weapons of our wicked assailants, and from
the greater dangers to which their virtue may be
exposed. And let us also pray for our enemies,
that their licarts may be changed, and they brought
to abandon their guilty and lawless enterprizes;
and that if they persist in these, they may be infa-
tuated in their councils, and put to shame and con-
fusion.

Would that God had many such remembrances
amongst us—-many, who mournéd over the sins of
the land, and who earnestly sought a revival of
piety and a reformation of. manners amongst the
people. Thig, were indeed, a token for good ; for,
doubtless, God in the abundance of his compassion,
and his unwillingness “to stir up all his wrath,”
would then restrain his hand from vengeance, and
smile upon us, to the restoration of public peace
and prosperity.  From the condescensionand com-
passion of God, he permits himself to be overéome,
as it were, by his people’s prayers, and often averts
from them the chastisements which he had threat-
cned, and lengthens the tranquillity, even of
these, who sustain no other relation to his govers-
ment, than that of rebels and cnemies.

T, T,
November 23¢d, 1533,

R.

CLERICAL INTEGRITY.

Nor shall the cternal roll of praise reject

‘Those Unconforming; whom one rigorous day

Drives from their Cures,a voluntary prey

Topoventy and grief, and disrespect,

Aundsometo want—as if by tempest wreck'd

On a wild coast; how destitute?! did They

Fecl notthat Conscicnce never can betray,

Thatpeace of mind is Virtue’s sure efiect,

Their Alars they forego, their homes they quit,

Ficlds which they love, and paths they daily trod,

And cast the fuure upon Providence;

s men the dictate of whose inward sense

Outwceighs the world; whom sclf-decarvang wit

Lurcs not from what they deem the cause of God.
' [ Wordsworth.
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THR GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
Cﬂi]RCli IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TO
'n.u: REVRREND THE MODERATOR AND OTHER MEM:
BERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD OF THE CANA-
DAS.

ESTEEMED AND BELOVED BRETHREN IN CHRIST S

At ali times desirous to maintain the most friend-
ly relations with those churches, which agree with
us in doctrine and order, we respectfully propose
to you to hold with us a fraternal correspondence,
which we trust will be of mutual advantage to our
respective bodies.

We are the more anxious on this subject, at this
particular time, as another body has recently been
formed, claiming to be ¢ The General Aszembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America.”

With what propriety this new body make the
claim they do, you will be the better able to judge,
after being made acquainted with the factsa the
case.

For some years past, error in doctrine and irre-
gularity in church order, had been making advan-
ces more or less rapid ; and it was believed, that
an arrangement made in 1801, for uniting, iuto one
ecclesiastical organization, the Presbyterians and
Congregationalists, residing in the then frontier
scttlements of our country, had contributed in no
small degree to this unhappy state of things.

With the rapid increase of population in these
frontier settlements, churches were multiplied in
like proportion ; and the irregularities in church
order, which-at the first scarcely . attracted atten-
tion, became go apparent, and were found to be of
&0 serious a character, that it was deemed necessa-
Ty o institute a rigid cnquu‘y into the constitution-
ality of an arrangement, in virtue of which there
had become connccted with the Presbyterian
Church, four entire Synods, which in their struc.
ture were neither purely Presbyterian nor purely
Congregational, but of a mixed character.

Upon a careful consideration of. the subject, the
General Assembly of 1337, declared the whole ar-
rangement unconstitutional, and therefore null and
void ; and farther deciared the four Synods, “to
‘be out of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Pres-
byterian Churchin the.United States of Amenica.”
At the same time provision was made for every mi-
nister and church strictly Presbyterian in doctnne
and in order, to become connected with the Gene.
ral Assembly in & regular and constitutional man.
ner.
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The Assembly farther cnjoined several other Sy-
nods to také special order inregard to errorin doce
trine and irregularities in organization.

As a reason for prompt action in this matter, and
not as the ground of that action, s has been alleg-
ed by those opposed to the decisions of the last
Assembly, the Assembly declare “that the solici-
tude of this Assembly on the whole subject, and its
urgency for the immediate decision of it, are great-
ly increased by reason of the gross disorders which
are ascertained to have prevailed in those Synods,”

viz. the four Synods of Utica, Geneva, Genesee,
and the Western Reserve,

The Assembly passed no sentence of excommu-
nition, but merely declared; that-as the organiza-
tion of these Synuds was unconstitutional, the As-
sembly could not recognize them as constituent
parts of the Presbyterian Chureh, -

The Presbyteries connected with these Synods,
disregarded the acts of the General Assembly, and
rc:ql\’cd to cuntinue their irregular organization ;
and certein persons delegated by these same Pres-
byteries did, at the opening of the present sessions
of the Asscmbly, claim to be members of this body.

The moderator and the clerks, the proper judges
in the first instance, of the regularity and validity
of cummissions, presented by mdl\'xdua]s clalmmg‘
to be commissioners to the General Asscmbly de-
cided against their claims, nnd refused to entoll:
them as members of the Gencral Assembly,

The moderator having also refused to entertain
any motion in regard tosaid claimants until the bu-
siness ol enrolling the delegates from the Presby-
teries in connexion with the General Assembly was
disposed of, some fiflty or sixty out of 221 com-
missioners, members of the Genecral Aescmbly,
arose according to previvus sgrecment -among
thewselves, aud in defiance of the authority of the
General Asscanbly, and auidst distinct and repeat-
cd calls to order by the moderstor, organized, ina
part of" the house somewhat remote from the mo-
derator’s seat, a new body, which they style. «The
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,in
the United States of America,? thereby a<summg
aurname;and claiming jurisdiction over our churchs
es and control of our funds. ‘They they ieft the
hiwnse in which the Assembly was convened.

1t ought, perhiaps, to be mentioned,. that on; the
day prcccdunr the meeting of the General Asgem-
bly, cerstain of the conumsstoners who have seceded
from our church, did propese a pegoliation § fot the
«cticment of ex.sting difficulties ; Lt they rcquu’-
«od as the basis of the negotiation 2 concessxon of

ke very point in dispute. :
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Such,in afew words, 18 a correct statement of
the facts which have led to the late schism inour
body, and itis with pain that we trouble you, be
loved brethren, with this recital of wur triale, and
of our efforts in behalf of the doctrines and disci
pline of our church; and were not such a recital
necessary to a correct knowledge of our present
condition, we would forbear to call your attention
to this subject,
_ In a communication of this kind, we do not deem
it neceseary to make any comnient on the conduct
of our brethren who haye separated themsclves
fromt ue; yet it may be proper to say, that we sin
cerely believe that this schism has been permitted
by the great head of the church, with the design of
“vestoring our church to her original purity in doc-
‘trine, and to her primitive and purely Presbyterian
order, Such is opr bélief, and such our confident
cxpectation; and in view of these things, we de-
sire to express to the God of Sion our most devout
ucknowledgments, for- his kind interposition, ani
to request of you, fespected brethren; your sympa-
-thies, and aleo your prayers, that our hopes may
not be disappointed.

‘We trust that the church of our fathers will con.
tinue to enjoy the amiles of our God and Redeem-
er, and the rich influences of the holy and blessed
spirit; and itis with gratitude to the head of the
ehurch, that we make known to you the cheering
fact, that amidst our struggles and conteiitions for
the tryth and order of the gospel, we have been
encounged by the special munifestations of Gog's
g‘nc?’ and mercy to many of our churches in reviv-
‘g 1y them his work, and in bringng large num.
bersto a saving knowledge of the truth,

Wahave now the prospect of being a united bo-
2y, having one faith, and one form of discipline,

We have, moreover, complete ecclesiastical ar-
Tangements- for conducting domestic and foreign
missions, for educating pious youth for the gospel
mipistry, and for puhlishing religious tracts and
Sabbath school books.

We have 274 micsionaries, under the diréction
of our Domestic Missionary Board ; 33 miesionaries
under the direction of our Board for foreign mis-
wions; and 526 youth under the cure of our Buard
of Edication,

We need scarcely assure you, that-we shall be
much gratified to hear from your venerabie body,
and of the condition of the churches confided to
your care, asoftenas it may suit your convenience,
to address the General Assembly of our church,

‘With sentiments of the highest respect and es-
teom, we ure, respecred fathers and brethires, your

KCCLRSIASTICAT, INTRLLIGENCF,

fellow labourers in the gospel of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ,

Signed by order of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Ame-
tica,

Philadelphin, June, 1838,

WM. 8. PLUMER, Moderator.

Jon~ M. Krgss, Permanent Clerk,

Attest. Joun McDowgLr,
] Stated Clerk,

Philadelphia, Sept. 14, 1888.

TO THE CONGREGATIONS OF THE. SYNOD OF THF PRESRY-
TEHIAN CHURCH IN CANADA, IN CONNEXICN WITH TRHE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

DEasty BELOVED BRETHREN,

1 have'been enjoined, by the Synod of our Churea,
10 ofier toyou a word of admoniion, as to the feelings
and temper which at 1s becoming in you to manmfest
in reference to the poli ical questions and agitations
of these troubled titnes, and more especially in as-
serting those Ecclesiastical nights, the enjoyment of
which has becn so lang denied to us. Recewve i, 1
entreat you, not as coming from meonly, but from the
whole body of those, who have been set over you, in
things sprritual, and are hound to watch for yout souls
as they chat must give an account.

‘We are far fromn laying it down to you, Brethren,
that a Christain has nothing to do with politics. To
us, it seems, that a Christian is interested as muchas
another, in whatever may work .the weul or woe of
the community 10 which he belongs; and thatif by
the arrangements of Providence he is invested with
any portion of political power, he ought to know, and
he'is bound to be &t pains to know, how he nay most
prudently and beneficially exercise it.  In becoming
a Christian, a man ceases notto be a citizen.” His du-
ties and his rights, as a member of civil society, re:
main the same.  And while the gospel enjoins that
the former be conscicntiously perforined, it forbids
not that the latier be firmly upheld.  There is aposto-
lic precept for the strict and godly discharge of politi-
cal duties. There is apostolic example for the bold
and resolute and persevering maintenance of a pofiti-
cal privilege. And we are not disposed, nor do we
see any reason, in the face of these, to defer to the
opinion of those, who would have a religions man o
take no intervest in the political management of the
Commonwealth, or who lay it down ax a rule, thatin
reference to Statesmen-and Legislation, a Christian
has nothing todo, butto obey. Itmay bea Christian’s
business to counzel and inttuenceand guideas well as
to obey. Power may be placed in his hands altoge-
ther irrespuctive of'any cfiort o1 histo acquire it: and
to say either, that such power should be beld inabey-
ance,or that it may not be lawfully sought, is tanta-
mount to declaring that the Government of the world
should be in the hands of the ungodly alone:~~than
which, itis obvious, L0 notion can be more nmonstrous
and unteneble.  For el governmaemt is established
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by the ordinance of God, as much as is the Church of

hrist. Aundis ittobe imagined that a true servantfl

of God may not take a pait and an interest 1 the
right administration of it ?

Still, Brethren, we are bound to declare to you, that
whenever there is in an individual or in a communi-
1y, a very passivnate and engrossin,; attention to the
ordinary strife of parties, and the disposal ot political
place and pre-eminence, it is sympomaiic of a low
state of religious fecling. We cin conceive a truly
religious man entering into all the details ot puhuca)
management, actuated throughout by the highest prin
ciple, and aiming only at ‘ends which religion ap-
proves as honourable and good.  But we canuot con-
ceive a truly religious man, so far torgetting the vast
disproportion between the thibgs which areseen and
lemporal, and those which are unscen and eternal, as
2o give himself with eager and almost engrossing con-
cern to the more passing interests of poutics. That
anuch of this secular and party spirit has been felt
2nd is slill ianifest amongst us, there is, we fear too
much reason to acknowledge and deplore. Itwill
not be pretended that the general interest taken in re-
ligious, does at all equal that which is taken jn politi-
cal -affairs and enterprizes. Every where there are
those, who .by the -attention they give to the business
of the public, warrant the suspiciun, that they are ne-
glectlul of their own. And how many such night be
reckoned up, did we extend the term; a man’s own
business, as we most legitimately nught, tu denote
that which_relates to the soul as well as to the budy,
toeternity as well as totime.

One grievous evil resulting. from this overstrained
anxiety about political affairs—an anxiety tvo hule,
if at all, restrained and sohered: by Chrisuan princi-
Fle, is the undeserved ‘importance which is attaciied
10 things that are really ot hule moment ~the dispe-
sition to-magnify the grievances under which the
comwunity labours,—the defects ot our political insti-
tutions, cr the errors of those in awthority, It is ut-
tetly impossible to deny, that up to the period cf the
recent insurrectious, the ends - of government were
substantially attained in thesé provinces. ‘L'here was
periect security for life and properiy and for the pur-
suits of commercial and agricultural enterprize. Nor
was there wanting a check abundantly strong, against
any disposition on the part of the execuuve govern-
ment to interfere with the rights and hberties of the
people.  Yet by many have those unspeakable bless-
ings been forgotten, in the contemplation of a few real
or imavnnarﬁ grievances. Revolutiun bas been at-
w_mpteff, without any thing to justify it. We had but
escaped from the horrors of one rebellion.  And now
the loyal and well dispused are called w assist in put-
ting down another.

‘We do cntreat you, Brethren, to guard against this
feverish and disproportionate anxiety abuat things,
which though of moment perhaps, are yctof inferior
moment. We bid you regard them in the light of
eternity.  'We call on you ever toconsder the bicss.
ings you enjoy, and tocompare them with any alleged
gricvances under wnich the agents and cinssarics of
revolt would have it that.you are labouring. We
would have you to remember the word of Gud, en-
Joiniag subjection ta civil authority, not only for wrath,
butalso for consciencesake. We warn you that as
Christian men, ye are bound in maters of pulitics, as
in ajll olherlhings, 10 act unto Christ, andto manmfest,
the holy, meek, forbeaning, and heavenly spint, which
he enjoined on his followers, and exetnplified 1n ham:
self, 'We are confident you will give no counicnance
1o any disloyal or revolutionary enterprize. Butto

e passive is not enough. Therc is vo grievance, c1-
vil or ecclesiastical, under which.you Jabour; which
will justify. you in refusing ncw, that promptand ener-
geticaid, which we 1¢joicetosay, you have on formet
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vecasions aflutded, tu put down disluyulty aud rebel-
ion.

It is only with the loyal and Christian spirit, which
we now cnjoin, that we would liave you o wohisider,
of luhe sieps dur the Teuwial, ol thie ecdesiastical
grievances under which we labour, and to which we
honestly avow we are very faf from wisling yeu to
be inditferent,. Wethink'it the buunden duty of eve-
ry munber o) the Church of Sculand to assert and
maintain and by all Jegal and constituticnal means to
prosecuie the just clann ot the Church of Seotland to
Ve in this culuny ob & fouting of perfect equality with
the Church ot England-  “I'o such &4 comise weshould
be led not merely by national teeling—far less by the
teeung of tesenent vt the neglect and the nyusuee,
with which we have in this 1espect been tieated,—
least - of’ all, by any- desire to withdraw the aid of go-
vernment, fom any chuich that holds in substance
and tca “hes with etliciency the gospel of our blessed
Lord. A vegard to the anoral and spiritual interests
of the Presbyterian population, whether originally
membeis of .ithe Scottish Chureh, or of the Synod of
Ulster, now happily re-united to that church in close
and affectionale communion, furnishes better ground
1o proceed on, and gives to the prosecution of our
claim, the character of & sacred duty, which we may
not in conscience neglect, w hile prolessing regard for
the glory of God or tlic advancement of the church of
Christ, .

We cannot believe that it would be for the interest
of pure and undefilcd religiun that the Pre:byterian
people should be constrained by necessity to reccive
religivus ordinances from a church, againstthe whole
frame and policy of which they protest as unseriptu-
ral, and in lge practical administration and efficiency
of which, they assuredly sce nothing to entitle it to
that_superwority which it arrogates over theif own:
Neither n the face of all experience, can we admit
the cfficacy or sufficiency of the voluntary principle
to supply the religious destitution of the colony,~in
which there are now not_fewer than eighty Presbyte-
rian congregations without the ordinances of religion.,
What ¢ourse then yemains fur us, but to seek for the
church to which we belung, what the highest authori-
tics. of the law teach us, we have alegal right to de:
many, 2n equal share of the countenance and support
of Government, with that which has bitherto been en-
grossed by the Episcopal Church 7 And that we
make this demand so, as eflectually to show, that we
feel not merely our national honour, and our political
nightsimplicatedinthe answ er we receive, butthe high
spirituil interests of ourselves and our countrymen.,

That demand, we hesitate not to say, Brethren, itis
your duty to make—instamly —firmly— perseveringly
—to every competent awthotity, and in every constic
tutsonal way. ltwill say hude indecd ‘foryour Chris-
uan patriousm; if the zcal which cin be kindled so
casily on any common matter of commercial or poh-
tical regulation should stumber in this—or if, by suf-
tering your mimalers to plead what is really your
cause, you expose them to & charge of worldly mind-
cdness; from men, who would esteem all they have
cever presumed to ask, and thai not so much for ther-
selves as for others, a_scanty maintenance for their
humblest dependent.  Yet while we counsei you. to
be zcalous, we do also desire that your modcravion
and Chnstian temper be known and approved by all;
Let not your demands be made, in any angry spirita-
gamst the church of England—nor with disregard’ of
the claims of vther churches, who hold the truth as 1t
is.in Jesus, cven as we trust, that we ourselves do.
We caution you against_the loose Jatitudinarianism
which would give cqual countenance to any sect or
party, no matter how wild or unseniptural the opinions
they hold. But we caution you alsoagainst the bigot-
ry and uncharniableness ot those whoarrogaie to ther
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own Communion alane, the title of “the Chureh,” as
if none were within the pale of God's covenant but
themselves. It is not needtul surcly, that ye should
go to either of these extremes.  The areat doctrines
of the blessed gospel ot vur Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, have not been laid down in the scriptares so
imperfectly and indistincily, but that they may be
found of all who seek them with an honest heant
And from any body, in which these are tanght; can it
be becoming that we should turn with coldness and
alienation, becituse on minor points, they sce not ay
we do? God forbid. They are our Brethren—ser-
vants of thesame heavenly mnaster.  And in whatever
assistance or encottragementmay be given them i
their good work, ought we not, and shatl we not be
ready, most heartily to rejoice? Inprosecuty our
own special ¢claim, we should neither endeavour not
desire to disparagetheirs.

“These cousiderations and admonitions, we submni’
to you, Brethren, with unfeigned humility—wiuth truc
affection—and with earnest prayer, that the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Ciinst, of whom the whole
family in heaven and ¢arth is named, may guide and
direct you in all things, enabling you to act nuw in
the way that shall be most conduciy e to his own glory,
and making you cet by his grace, for entening at
lastinto the inheritance of the saints in light,

In name and behalf of the Synod.
) . JOHN COOK, D. D., Moderator.
Quebec; 14th Nov., 1533,

NECESSITY FOR MISSIONARY EXERTION.

—

The progress of Religion, and the growth and ex-
pansion ot Missionary and Ecclesiastzcal Institutions
utL 2 new country, aud amongst a poor and scautered

opulation, are -generally very slow and imperceptis
gle, advancing from feeble atiempts and smail begin-
ningsto astate of greater ‘maturity and perfection.
If in the oldest and most enlightened and tlourishing
nations of Eurupe, even in Great Britan hersels,
where the Christian religion has been lung esiablish-
ed, and supported by the fustenng caie and cuntnued
patronage of private bounty and Legunlatuvedid; there
are still found many dath corners and neglecied dis-
tricts, much land to be possessed, and inany loud calls
for church extension and pastoial superiniendence, it
-is not at all wonderful that in the ¢xiensive wilds ot
Bratish America, amongst a colparauveiy pour pos
pulation, where Sueiety is still au a rude state, and
the wants of the budy are more heeuly felt atd more
carefully atiendud 1o than the wants ot the soul, ihere
should be found numerous and populuus seitlements
deplorably destitute of the means of prace, and scl-
dom blessed with the preaclung of that guspel which
makes us wise unto salvation. It s nnpussible to de-
ny these startling and lamentable facts although many
seem to be liule aficcied by the aspect of these moral
wastes and spiritual desolatiuns with which they are
surrounded.  Happily this eallous indifiercuce and
this criminal want of’ sywmpathy has nui cxtended v
all classesand individuaisinsveicty. Thercare pes-
sons amongst us who not only see but bitcrly lament
the spiritual necessities of the poor benighted sctilers
in the wilderness, and are very willing 10 contribuie
for their relief. '
~Under the influence of these compasgionaie and be-
nevolent feclings, the Synod of Nova Scotin; asa re
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ligious body, which has probably lbcksugeﬁmendence
ol"a larger nunber of pour emigrants than any other
denomination in the colony, felt constrained at their
last meeting in this place, to make an appeal to the
svmpathy and liberality of their countrvmen, and
triends throughout Nova Scdtia, for assistance in this
good work, and the formation of a regular Auxiliary
Colonial Socicty at Halitax, forms an erain the Eccle-
siastical history of the Presbyterian Church. It must
not, however, be forgotien by the friends of Missions,
that something more is necessary to relieve the desti-
tute than drawing up vegulations, holding public
meetings, and appointing oflice bearers and collectors.
Fands must be raised and Missionaries mns: be ap-
pointed, assisted, and sent forth to labour in the ex-
tensive and lony furgotien colonial vineyard.

A co nmenccneni i this noble enterprize has cer-
tainly been made. It was traly delighuul to witness
the vl deeling, the ardent zeal, ard the prompt li-
beralny, which were displayed at the formation of
ine Bocrety, and to follow the strong Missionary im.
pulse, as it extended to Lunenburg and Cornwallis,
where flounishing Auxiharies were soon after organ-
ized. Butwhatwe wish to sce and desire to accom-
plish is the farmation of’ similar societies, not in one
or a few, but in all the Presbyterian congregations of
the Scoutish church thronghout this colony: It is not
by the exertions of a few individuals, or one or two
congregations, but by the combined and vigorous and
persevering co-operation and liberality of the whole
chureh, that a work of such magnitude and import-
ance can be begun and successfully prosecuted. 'We
shail be most happy to hear of a general movement in
1this Missionary emterprise, to the castward as well as
to the westward of Halifax, in the new and neglected
settlements which are to be assisted by this Institution,
as well as in those congregations which are already
cenjoying the ordinances of the gospel.  Whilst weso-
licit and _expeet aid from the mother country, we
onght to do something for ourselves, and it is from no
desirc to find fault, but from a strong sense of duty,
that we now mainiain that the people inthe new set-
tlements have never done what they might have done,
and what they ought to have done, to provide the
means of religtous instruction for themsclves.

There are, we are aware, honourable exceptions,
gencrous and public spivited individuals, who are
willing togive according to their ability, yea, and be-
yond their ability, fur this best of causes.  But too
many ate satisfied if they have made their wants
kuuwn, expecung that sirangers will instantly come
to their_assistance. Nuw nothing can be ore dis-
heartening or discuuraging than this indolent and sel-
fish and_penurivus disposition, and nothing tends
mure edecinally 1o mar the suceess -of the gospel.
We du therefure most carnestly beseech the Presby-
terign pupulation in the new seulements, o bestir
thewnselves if they expeet to receive assistance {rom
vihers, aud foim” among themselves sinall branch
auciclies, W ingrease the funds of this cxeellent in-
stitutiun.  Foui every pound that they raise, if animat-
«d by a proper span, they may expect Lo receive assist-
ancd in a dvuble, pedhaps a fourfold proportion.

But wemust at the same time remind the wealthy
and the benevolent throughout the colony, that the
scautered scttlers cannot bear the burden alone, and
that interest as well as duty, a regard tor their tempo-
ral as well as thar immortal weltare, alike demand
vur atd.  'We make a general, an carnest, and a can-
did appeal to every patriot, and to every Christian
to every well wisher to the colony, and cvery friend
of the Redecmer’s kingdom. Itas a reproach to us,
as a people, to allow any portion of our fellow subjects
to live and die in a state of degradation, and ignor-
ance, and moral wretchednuess, it we can prevent it
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‘We are unworthy of the privileges whieh we now
enjoy, it we do not feel an auXious desire to exiend
themto all around us.  The spint of Christianty isa
catholic, a liberal, ang a benevolent sprrit, and aly
who have tasted that the Lord 1s gracious, ought to be
ready and witling to conscerate themselves and thewr
substance unto the ' Lord,  'We do tervently hope that
these obligations will be powertully teft, and that a
society, which is so much required, and whichas lige-
1y to be so extensively uscful, will be cheertully and
hiberally supported by the contributions, by the ‘exer-
tions, and by the prayers of the whole Christian pub-

‘We wish every individual to know that the work
is only begun, indeed in many places it is not yet be-
2un, and that it will require great zeal and persever-
ance and liberality to carry it forward, Agreeably to
the standing regulations of the society, 2 meeting
maust be held in Halifax, during the sitting of the Le-
gislature, to receive the Annual Report, and appont
office bearers for the cnsuing year. This pertod s
not far distant, and it is certamly most desirable that
such a mass ol intelligence should be collected, and
such a hberal sum should be then raised, as wiil ens
able the society to proceed with some degrée of spint
and alacrity in this arduous but honourable undestak-
ing. Whenitisknown that thisis enurely a Mis-
sionary Society, that its attention- is exclusively di-
Tected to our own population, thatthe funds aie placed
under the superintendence of a most respectable end
influential committee, who have pledged thomselves
o' give an annual account of their stewardship, and
more especially when it is recollected that at this mo-
ment there ave hundreds and thousands of: professing
Presbyterians sitting in thethickest moral and spdrita-
al darkness, and sinking into utter indifference and
despondence, we should thinlk that scarcely any per-
son in comfortable and affiuent circwmstances, wounld
refuse 2 small contribution to such a charitable and
laudable object. _In conclusion, we beg leave to state,
that it will afford us great pleasure to vecord the pro-
<eedings of this institution, and to and 1t in every way
that we can think of.—Halifax Guardian, Oct. 30.

[

.PRESBYTERY OF. GREENUC' .

Wednesday, an ordinary mcecting of the Proshytery
of Greenock was held in the Sherui’ Court Hall—thic
Rev., Mr. Brown of Iunerkip, Mederator, pro tem.

‘The overture anent the uniun of the Associate Se-
ce;llprﬁ with the National Church was then read; aller
which,

Dr. M’Farlan rose and stated thatthe overturc which
had justbeen read, was drawn up in consequence off
repeated conferences between a Committee of ihe Ge:
neral Assembly, appointed for the purpose, and a com:
mitiee of the AssociateSynod.  Its conditions, he had
good reason to know, wereace~ptable to the great ma-
Jority of the latier body; and he would ~ongratulate
the church at largc-on the pleasing prospect now
opened up of a great increase of parish churches and
parish munisters Trom that Nighly respectable budy of
Christians. The Genceral Assembly, when they dirst
entertained the application for unici, had 1aid itdown
as a condition not t be departed from, that the educa.
tion of the applicants must be shown'to be competent,
and upon this poiat the committée bad got amph: satis-
faction. ‘The neXt point insisted on was the subscrip-
tion of the formulas and staudards of' the church, and
in this respect too they found the committee of the Sy-
nod of one mind-with themselves; as they also were
in holding the great principle of a national establish-
mentof religion, so thaton all the great and essenual
poims they were agreed. 'The Rtev, Doctor then went

S

83
into the details of the overture regulating the terms of
aduussion, which provide that @ scevding naaister and
congregauon wWisting t juin the esiablishient, wete
W dse applicaiion to the Presbyiety ot the boundsin
wiueh thetr chureh was situated, who were authiornized
to recen ¢ thent 1o full counnumon, and 10 assign to
them aters onial dastriet, &, &e. The present mem-
bers of e cungregattols thas adwuiitted, who restde be-
youd the bonds of the purtsh assigned, were to have
the puvilege of receiving scahing vrdnances from
terr present mansier. Itwas a gule ot the church
that ny musster ot vne patish should exercise disci-
phne, or dispense sealing ordinances 1o persons resi-
dent 1y another parish, without the consent of the mi-~
msters ol that parish. VW here ministers were reason-
able men, no ditheudty arose trom this law, but as all
men were bot reasvnable, it was thought Jcairable to
leave no root for doubt un thss puintin rega.d to the
presem members of these congregations; but all who
should cunucet themselves wich them atter the union,
were to come under the common law of the church in
tins respect.  Lacennates ot the Synod were to be eli-
@ible 1o be called or presented to” all the benefices of
the charch, as 3t licensed by 1ts Presbyteries, and stu-
dents ot divioty mnght complete their curniculuip ei-
ther wath tharpresent Protessor of inany of the Uni-
versities,  Dr. M'Favlen here added that Mr, Willis,
the Associate Synod's Protessor of Divinity, had de-
clared that whenever the union was etfected, the Hall
over wiich bepresided would bedissolved.  Afterex-
placing the vieer regalaiions of' the ovenure, the Rev.
Doctor expressed his conviction that the terms of the
umon génerally would be found to be fair and reason-
able, and spoke in high termsof the conduct of the
mesubers of the Associate Synod’s committee during
the whole negotiation. e also remarked, that so fax
trom beta g injurey, the church would be strengthened
and honoured by receiving within its communion men
of the high character and attainments which distin-
gushed tne members of the Associate Synod: He
theretore suved that the overture be transmitted to the
Axrembly with the approval of the Piesbytery.

Mr. Menzies saw wiih great pleasure the disposition
which had been mantesied by the ministers and mem-
bers of the Associate Synhud to return to the bosom of
the Nauonal Church, and he would regard it as not
merely supoline, but contrary to the express com-
mand ol sunipture, to interpose any unnecessary obs
stacles m the way of a conswmmaton so desirable,
Sciusm was always an evidn itselt, and was no long-
er Justiable when the causes which gave rise to it
were temuved.  Un general grounds, therefore, he
hatded the preschit pruposal wih much pleasure—~
Winde e did aot atticapate objectivns 10 the princis
pie 01 the mcasute frons any weawbes of the Presbyte-
1y sutlly 1 & mauer ot sv nuch importance, and in-
vuli 1 a plber of tegulations, he thought sometime
tor maturely consdening these should be allowed.
‘Lhe preseut_mecting ot Presbytery was a very thin
uite, and ¢y el ot thuse present several had not had an
oppurtunily ol sectug the ovesture, or of knowing its
cuntenty; adl they entered the Hall.  He, therefore,
thought it Was but tair w all parues, and ne more than
was requared by the amportance of the subject, that the
consideration vl the uverture should lie over till next
meeting, i

Several vther members of the Presbytery—aill of
whotu eajse.sed their warm approbation of the object
and general wenur ol the overtue—spoke in favour of
delay, m order wiat they mght be able to éxamine the
detatls; and 1 wasat tengih Jyreed that the farther
cunstuerativh vl ahie ovenure shuuld be posiponed till
next urdiary mecing— Scotlish Guardian.
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HOPE IN 1'TIE REDEEMER.
Yes It is true, my Saviour died .
To rescue inan from sin and wo!
My héart atonce the truth appliedy
And.could not, “ould not let it go,

I felt it wasmy last lorn hope—=

. A stay 10 the lone shipwreck'd "u'en HE)
And gragp'd it with a drowning grope,

As sent to me direct from heaven.

In conﬁrmauon word on word
Rosesweelly, tog, from' memory’s store;

‘Pruths; which in other days I heard,
Butnever knew theif.worth be!‘ore

Lodged by aplaus mother’> care

In the young 1nlds of thouaht and sense,
Like fire in-filnt, ihey slumbcr’d there,

Till aaguish struck them bright from thence. .

The beacon hvhts of Holy \Vm
Théy one by ohé upon me <tolc~
Throu"h witids and waves my palfma} 1it,
And chased the darkneéss from my soul!

CAMTEELL, -

THE RCSURRECTIO‘L

* -Morning.of the Sabbath day!
O thou sweetest bout of prime !
" Dart a retrospéciive ray )
Q'er the easte,m hills'of timé ;
Daybreak let my  spiritsee,
* -Atthe footof Calvar)

Joseph’s sepulchre is nigh:
. Here the seal upon lhc stoncy
“There the sen!mel with eye,
Starlike fix’d on that alone; |
All around is calm and clear, -
) ‘Llfe and Death keep Sabbath heré,

Bnght and bnghlcr, beam on beam,
" Now, liké new-creatéd light;
From the fock-cleft, g "leam by gleam,
Shooxs athwartt'the 3 waning night;
'I‘nll the ﬁplendour grows intense,
Overpowermg mortal sense. «
-Glory turns with meé 16 gloom-=
:Sight, pulsauon, thought depar,
- And the stone, rent from the tomh
. Seems to fall upon my-heart;
With that sbock the vision ﬂles,
Christ is tisen<-11 ma) rise=

i
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POKRTRY.

- A
Rise, like Him, as from this trance,
AWhen the trumpét calls the just
Tothe saints’ inheritance,
“ From their dwellmg in the dust—
By the resurrection’s power,

Jesus! save me in that hour!

Subbath morning! hail to thee;
O thou sweetest hour of prime!
Fromthefoot of Calvary,
‘Now to Zion’s top I climb;
There my risen Lord to ameet, . -
1u histemple, at his feet. )

MoxTcomeny,

. DEATH IN'A FOREIGN LAND..

- NotJong shall this feéble pulse remain,

" And this failing strength endure;

- Thy sunbeams, fair Italy, shine in vain,

Thy chmatc can work no‘cure ;

And I sigh, when through myrtle groves I roam,
By the balmy breézes farmed o

+Oh! why was Isent from my quiet home,
T die in a foreign land 7"

. They /Inew 1 must die; T remember wéll,

“I'heir foreboding Tooks and sighs;

And can Death'be charméd by au carthiy spell,
" Soft zephyrs, and azure skies?,

1 would give them al), on the wood to look
Where the clistering nut-ifees stiind; .

And to gather lilies by thebrook
‘T'hat yuns in my hative Jand.

1 wcepnot becavise in early youlh
fam called from this world o care :

I have humbly sludlcd the Book of Truth,
And mourned d'er my sins in prayer;

And Ihope through the Saviour, in whom [trust,
1 may join theblessed band

Of holy angels ind spirits just,

. Inabrightét and better Jand.

" But my light and vain companions here.

No calm to my mind impart;
Their language is forelgn to my ear,
And theif mannets to my heart: .
Would; when 1liedownto yleld my breath,
My kindreéd could round mestand;

. Ithink 1 could greet the Angel of Death

Ifhe came iu my own dear land !’
. BY Mzs: Awy.



