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The Presbpterian, -

The poetical communication from Os-

med espondent has
 been regeived too late for the present num-
bor~=We give, however, the éoncluding
paragraph, as it conveys a warning to the
_.readers of the Presbyterian which we
* would not defgr till our next issue.
. o“(«:‘?} d,}\“‘i » » . L
Before closing'this letter, which has al-
ready‘somewhat exceeded: due limits, I
vypﬁki,materially qualify a recommenda-
suon somewhat incautiously advanced two
" monthe’8go. In writing of the mission to
the Fivé Points of New York, I quoted
from a book entitled « Hot Corn Stories.”
These took ‘their name f{rom some little
tales which appeared in the papers, and
which were as touchingly related as they
were unexceptionable in style. Their
snccess was instantaneous and complete.
In comngy with several of the religious
papers,” §.supposed that the book would
bea compﬁatlon,of these stories, and wrote
of it accordingly. Instead of this, it
is of a charagcter which should exclude it
from every family. Giving descriptions
of vicious scenes, it draws aside the veil,
and under the guise of philanthropy is one
of the most dangerous publications which
ever issued from ar unscrupulous press.

Thousands of copies have been scattered |-
‘broadcast over the land, and I trust that.|
against these, readers of the Presbyterian

will accept a friendly warning from their
correspondent, “ Amenun.”

THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

LACHINE CONGREGATION.

W notice with plesgure that the ladies
of the Scot¢h Church at Lachine present-
ed their reppected pastor, the Rev. Wm.
Simpson, with a handseme silk gown and
cassock, expressive of their esteem and
affection for him.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE STUDENTS’ MISSION-
ARY ASSOCIATION.
December 3rd, 1853,
A general meeting of this Association
was called to elect Office-bearers and a
Committee of management for the current
Session, when the following Gentlemen
were elected, viz :—
President.
JamMes Gorpon, A. B.
Vice President.
Joan Linpsav, A, B.
Treasurer.
Doxarp McDonarp.
Cor. Secy.
James McEwen, A. B,
Rec. Secy.and Librarian.
~ Perer WaTSON, A. B,
Comamilttee.
Messers W. W. SQUIRE,
W. C. CLARKE,
D. J. McLEan,
J. EvaRs.
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At the next general meeting of the Asso-
ciation the President-elect took the Chair,
and delivered a very appropriate address,
in which he alluded to the exertions made
last summer by the Association for the
further dissemination of Evangelical Truth,
—statipg that during the summer months
two catechists had been employed in_the
Home mission-field—the friendly manner
in which these were received by thé people
—i1he success which attended theirlabours,
urging this fact as a motive to still greater
exertions in the missionary cause—the
eventful period in which we live, and
consequently the necessity of being pre-
pared to acta part in the great drama of
religious liberty which must inevitably ere
long be enacted by this Association, and
by every individual member thereof, as a
component part of the Church of Christ
on earth, if it would perform its duty as g
body of Christians, and as bound by Chris-
tian obligations to make a bold stand for
the cause of true and undefiled religion in
the world.

BECKWITH CONGREGATION.

With much satisfaction do we take
notice of the following pleasjng instance of
esteem and cordiality of feeling shown by a
congregation towards him that labours over
them in the Lord. The ladies of the con-
gregation of Beckwith lately presented their
much esteemed pastor, the Rev. Duncan
Morrison, with a beautiful pulpit gown,and
also Mre. Morrison with a handsome sum
of money. Few congregations are in a
more healthy and flourishing condition
than that of Beckwith. It is chiefly com-
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posed of Scottish Highlanders, who still]
entertain a warm regard for the Church of
their Fathers and their Fatherland. May
the Divine Head cf the Church Jong spare
the pastor of this congregation to go out
and come in before them, an aflfectionate
and earnest people, and give unto him
many souls as his hire and crown of
rejoicing. ,

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, PERTH.

We feel much satisfaction in recording
in our columns the following particulars in
connection with the presentation of the
subjoined Address to Malcolm MacPher-
son, Esq., lately an Elder in the above
church, which was accompanied by a
token of esteem and gratitude for his long
and valuable services.

The circumstances, that gave rise to the
Address, were as foliow :—

Mr. MacPherson, who has been an Elder
of 8t. Andrew’s Church for nearly 23
years,and one of its most active and useful
office-bearers,having lately bought property
in the new township of Kincardine,
County of Bruce, with the view of estab-
lishing himself and some members of his
family in business there, left Perth with
his family for bis new residence on the
6th of February. A number of the mem-
bers of the church, wishing to testify
their approbation of Mr. MacPherson’s
services as an office-bearer of the church,
and their personal regard for himself, re-
solved to present him upon his departure
with a handsomely bound copy of Hen-
ry’s Commentary on the Bible, in six
volumes, and met for this purpose in the
Session House of the church on the day
of his removal {rom Perth, when the pres-
entation was made, accompanied with
the following Address, signed by the min-
ister and a number of the members of the
congregation. :

With men of Mr. MacPherson’s spirit
and activity in a congregation, it will
prosper with God’s blessing, in its tem-
poral and spiritual interests ; without them
it will languish.

" TItisa cause of thankfulness when an
office-bearer or member of the Church
manifests a warm and active interest in its
behalf ; it is equally cause of thankfulness
when the services of such an individual
are in any mannerappreciated by the con-
gregation or acknowledged. Itis too often
otherwise, to the discouragement of the
best friends ofthe Church, and to the det-
riment of Religion.

MALCOLM McPHERSON, ESQ., ELDER

OF ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, PERTH.
RESPECTED AND DEAR SIR,

In requesting your acceptance of the Testi-
monial, which we have now the pleasure of pre-
sentling to you, we wish to assure you by some
practical proof that the thanks of the Congrega-
tion, unanimously tendered to you at its late
Annual Meeting, was not a mere formal com-
pliment, but a sincere and cordial acknowledge-
ment of the important services which you have
rendered to the Church during the long period
you have been connected with it, as ome of its
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elders and managers. We are well aware that
the approbation of God and of his ewn conscience
is the {:esi and an ample reward to the Christian
for any services which he can render to the
Church or cause of Christ; and that where this
reward is enjoyed, the Christian, sensible of the
obligations under which the manifold merecies,
bestowed upon him by God, place him, and of
the very inadequate way in which he acquits
himself of these obligations, is ready to shrink
from any rewards or praises offered to him by his
fellow-men, and to acknowledge that he is an
unprofitable servant. We doubt not that, in
reviewing your connection with this church, you
experienced these correct Christian feelings.

"The prominent place which you have occupied
in the church as an Elder, and the active part
which you have so long takenin the management
of its affairs, spiritual and temporal, have fully
brought out and publicly manifested your judge-
ment and spirit. The person, the failings and
virtues of whose character and conduct are thus
for a series of years exposed to public observation
and criticism, and who yet retains the regard
and approbation of the members of a church
generally, and is felt by them to merit their
gratitude, has reason, not for boasting, but for
gratitude to God, and this reason, Sir, we feel
you have.

We cannot conceal that we part with you with
sorrow and regret. Yet our sorrow!and regret
arc mellowed by the feelings that, while kence-
forth we may be seldom permitted to enjoy each
other’s society in this world, and to take sweet
counsel togetKer in the house of God, yet the
ties that bind us to God himself and to Heaven
are unbroken and vnaltered; and that, although
separated from each other inbody, we shall still
be equally near to the throne of God, at the right
hand of whom, if faithful to His grace and inter-
ests, we shall soon meet in holiness and glory to
experience no more the workings of sin, the in~
firmities of mortality,or any of the pains of sep-
aration.

We feel assured that you have sought direction
from God in the step,—the important 8®p to
yourself and family—which you are now taking,
and that it is at what you sincerely believed to
be the bidding of God you leave us.

Your past character and conduct, we further
feel, furnish a guarantee that you will seek the
good of the New Township in which you are
about to reside, and that God will honour you
by enabling you while spared to promote its
interests temporal and spiritual, while at the
same tine he will prosper for the advantage of
yourself and family the new enterprize in which
you are about to engage.

With these feelings then we bid you in Chris-
tian regard and love—good-bye, and commit you,
Mrs. McPherson and family to the providence
and grace of God, praying Him to go with you to
your new home, to protect you by the way, and,
when you arrive there, to abide with you, to bless
you, and make you blessings.

Perth, 6th February, 1854,

To this Address. Mr. MacPherson made
a very feeling and appropriate reply. He
returned thanks for the testimonial pre-
sented and for the expression of regard
contained in the Address. He stated that
he felt himself unworthy of the approba-
tion thus bestowed upon him-—that his ser-
vices in behalf of the church and congre-
gation were far short of what he felt
gratitude to God required, and also of what
he himsell could have wished them to have
been. He felt sorry in leaving a congre-
gation with which he had been so long
connected, and to which he was bound by
so many endearing ties. He would ever
seek and ever rejoice in its welfare, spirit-
ual and temporal.

In referenee tothestep he was now about
to take, he statd that he had indeed sought

direction from God, and that, altho® it griev-
ed him much to separate himself from so
many dear friends, yet he had the convic-
tion that he was acting with the approba-
tion of God; and that it was his wish and
would be hisaim in the new township, to
which he was going for the benefit of his
family, to promote by all means in his
power its religious as well as its temporal
interests.

INDUCTION AT DORCHESTER, C. W.

The Presbytery of Hamilton met at
Dorchester on the 12th February for the
induction of the Rev. Willlam McEwen,
lately of Belleville. The Rev. Dr. Skin-
ner, of London, preached and presided,
the Rev. Mr. Robb, of Chatham, address-
ed the minister,and the Rev. Mr. Sim, the
people.

Dorchester is six miles from London.
The congregation there have never till
now been supplied with a minister. Tts
members are almost entirely from the
north of lreland, and they have obtained
as their. first pastor a countryman of their
own. Believing our Church to be more
nearly identical with that in which they
were born and educated in their native
land than any other in this Province, they
have firmly adhered to us, notwithstand
ing the many and zealous efforts made to
induce them to connect themselves with
another denomination.

Letter—Rev. Thomas Morison to the. Convemwry=>

dated Canada East, 18th November, 1853,
[H. & F. Missionary Record for January.]

Having now been some time in Canada, whither
I came as a missionary under the auspices of your
Committee, it may be expected of me to give a
statement of my position anl prospects. ~ After
remaining a few months as a missionary, I ac-
cepted a call to the congregation of Melbourne,
10 which place I was ordained in March last by
the Presbytery of Montreal. I have therefore
been in m?’ present charge about eight months,
and am able to give an opinion as to the nature
of a Canadian minister’s work. My congregation
lies scattered through 3 different townships. (A
township is generally 10 miles by 15 extent.)
It is composed of Lowland and Highland Seotch,
and Presbyterians from the North of Ireland.
The church is situated in the very pretty village
of Melbourne upon the banks of the river St.
Francis. Besides the church there are also two
preaching stations, the one 10 miles, and the
other 7, irom the village at which I officiate every
alternate Sabbath. 1t would be desirable not to
have these stations, as they prevent concentra~
tion of labour upon one point, which is so neces-
sary for the success of all and especially minis-
terial labour. But in a thinly peopléd ‘country,
such as this, it is difficult to gather a sufficient
congregation into one place. Besides, the habits
of the prople hiere are very different from those at
Home. In Scotland it is considered ar. insufficient
cause for absence from public worship that the
have to go some miles to it; but here few will
attend sermon unless it is brought near them.
This is caused, no doubt, in part by the exireme
badness of the roads, and also by the nature of
the climate, it generally being oppressively hot,
or exceedingly cold. The only time that travel-
ling can be accomplished with a moderate degree
of comfort isin the winter, when the snow is.
sufficiently deep to allow of sleighing.
My first communion was on the second Sab-
bath of October. There was a very good attend~



ance ; and the number of communicants wasas
great as I could expect, considering the position
of the congregation, it having been vacant two
;ears, and consequently much disorganized.
From the people I have “experienced invariable
kindness, and they have done everything they
could for my comfort. Aided by a grant {rom
the Clergy Reservc Commissioners, they are now
building a manse, into which Thope to remove
in a few months, We are also on terms with a
gentleman for the purchase of a piece of groand
for a glebe in connexion with the church.

One of the great difficulties, which a minister
in Canada has to encounter, arises from the
scattered nature of the congregation. It is diffi-
cult,l have said, for the people to come to church,
and it is still more difficult for the minister to carry
out an effective system of visitation. In Secotland
it is generally possible to visit a considerable
number of families in the course of one day’s
travelling ; but here they are so far apart that
it is frequently a good day’s work to visita single
family.

From the experience I have had—and I have
travelled through a good many districts—I am led
to conclude that religion isnot in a flourishing
condition in Canada. Every new-comer must be
struck with the contrast it presents to Scotland.
There is a very much larger proportion of the
population without any religious profession what-
ever, who are never seen in church, and are con-
nected with no denomination of Christians ; and
amongst those who have a profession there is
much greater neglect and inattention to ordinan-
ces. (Of course I speak only generally, for there
are many most exemplary and faithful in the dis-
charge of all their religious duties.) But, to an
extent much to be lamented, indifference prevails.
One cause of this is to be found in their long want
of ordinances. A family, suppose, come out here
as emigrants. They settle 1n all probability, for
the sake of the moderate price at which the land
i tlrere to be obtained, in a thinly peopled dis-
triet, where there is no church or at least
pot the Chnrch with which they were con-
nected at Home. For years they cannot,
however willing they may be, aitqnd public wor-
ship: and, when at length the district has become
better settled, and a sufficient number of families
of the same persuasion are found to build a church
and call a minister, time has weakened their reli-
gious impressions and worn out their church-
going habits.

THE CHURCH IN THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

[From the H. and F. Missionary Record for
. January.]

The letter which follows evinces the sense
which the people entertain of the value of the
services of the missionaries and ministers who
have been sent out, and is a great encouragement
to the Colonial Committee in endeavouring to sup-
ply the want of ministers and missionaries which
still exists in Nova Scotia and in other provinces
of British North America.

Letter—Rev. Messrs. Pollock and Mackay to the
Secretary, dated New Glasgow, 26th Oct., 1853.
We have been instructed by the Presbytery of
Pictou to bring to the notice of your Committee
a scheme which has engaged the attention of the
Presbytery during this sammer. It will be re-
membered that, at the first meeting held in this
country after the arrival of the last staff of mis-
sionaries, a resolution was passed to the effect
that a scheme should be_formed for the purpose
of sending young men Home to be educated for
the ministry, and supporting them as far ag
should be found necessery. The presbytery, at
their first meeting subsequent to the recording of
this resolution, took the matter into consideration,
-and determined to take the responsibility of senst
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millan and Macgregor. These have been stuly-
Ing under the care of members of presbytery
during the summer, and are sufliciently prepared
for college. They have left this country under
the direction of tgc Church here, intending to
study at Glasgow University, and are probably
by this time arrived in that city. The presby=~
tery propose to support these young men by con-
tributions from the churches. Contributions
have been raised for this purpese for the present

ear, and the people have responded to our call

eyond the expectations of the presbytery. The
funds are now in our possession. The request,
that the presbytery would prefer to your Com-
mittee, is, that you should be kind enough to
take charge of these fundsto the extent of re-
ceiving and distributing the mouey in such pro-
portions as the presbytery shall specify. The
long exhibited and well known kindness of your
Committee to the Church here encourages the
presbytery to prefer this request. And it is
believed that it is more agreeable to the people
in this country to know that the Committee are
giving out the money to these young men who
are their hope, and who, if they are spared, shall
be the means, in the disposal of the Almighty, of
placing our Church en a bettar footing than she
has ever been. Themoney is all collected, and
may be transmitted at once, as soon as the Pres-~
bytery receives your answer to their communica-
tion, which jthey fondly hope, will be favourable,

We may mention that, for the missionary
services rendered to the churches in Pictou,
almost all the money has been paid to the Pres-
bytery. There is but a very small part of it not
yet handed in; and, as soon as the Presbytery
meets in the beginning of January, the Commit-
tee at Home shall be refunded to a.very large
extent for the disbursements made to the min-
isters who have been or still are employed as
missionaries. The Presbytery begs an answer by
return of post.

Letter—Rev. G. W. Sprott to the Secretary,
dated Halifux, 24th November, 1833.

As a year has nearly elapsed since my appoint-
ment by the Colonial Committee to this field of
missionary labour, it is now my duty to acquaint
you with my proceedings. After reaching Hali-
fax in company with my fellow-labourers, Messrs.
McLean and Pollok, I put myself under the
guidance of the Rev. Mr. Scott and the Rev. J.
Martin, the two ministers of our Church in this
city, and I was directed to preach alternately in
their churches, one of us supplying the destitute
localities in the neighbourhood as often as circum-
stances would permit. Our two congregations in
this town are of old standing.

St. Matthew’s, presided over by Mr. Scott, is
very large and influential. On accountof heavy
debt and other drawbacks St. Andrew’s has for
years past been less prosperous ; but I am happy
to state that these hindrances are now partially
removed.

Within a compass of 50 miles round the cirz
we have a number of mission stations, whic
have been visited as often as possible. They
depend on us for the supply of ordinances, as
there are no other clergymen of our Church with-
in 100 miles. When spring opened, I exchanged
for two months with the Rev. Francis Nicol, of
St.Andrew's Church,Newfoundland,who,although
600 miles distant, is a member ofthis presbytery,
The'Newfoundland congregation were for years
exposed to a succession of adversities ; but under
the ministrations of their present pastor they are
in a thoroughly prosperous condition. 1 shall
never forget their kindness to myself, nor their
warm attachment to, and bearty support of, the
Church of their fatherland in the mdst of a popu-
latiom of different faiths. .

+ As soon as [ returned to Halifax, the Rev. Mr.
Martin, who, though advanced in life, is still un-

1 Wearied in his efforts for the good of the Church,

ing Home/four. Accordingly four applied, were ;

examined, and received by the presbytery.
Their names are Messrs. Cameron, Grant, Mac-

set out for Cape Breton, a large island which lies
150 miles to the eastward of Halifax, and which
i8 inhabited chiefly by Highlanders speaking the
Gaelic language. Since the Secession these
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people have only had one or two short and partial
visits from ministers of our Church. During the
interval they have been regularly supplied by the
Free Church ; and yet at the late census no fewer
than 5000 declared their adherence to the Church
of their fathers.

Mr. Martin spent a number of weeks among
them ; und he reports that we have there large
numbers of people, who, uncountenanced and un~
supported, have persevered in their attachment to
our Church. If they are not to be utterly ne-
glected, surely the time has come when an efficient
Gaelic minister should be sent out to labour
among them.

Soon after Mr. Martin’s return, I left for Wal«
lace, which was also visited by the Rev. Mr.
Scott earlier in summer. The circumstances of
this congregation have been frequently brought
before your notice. They have built lately two |
handsome new churches, and are now preparing
to build a manse. Almost a new generation has
grown up since they hada regular minister of our
Church. They have been disppointed time after
time, and the danger is, that, unless supplied
before long, some of them may fall away, as so
many in other places have reluctantly been com-
pelled to do. One of the greatest vexations I meet
with in the Colony is to hear people tell how
much they were once attached to the Church of
Scotland ;fbut at last, despairing of getting service,
they were obliged for the sake of their families to
connect themselves with some other communion.
Thus in every colony multitudes have gone from
us, and gone for ever. People at Home do not
sufficiently reflect that new empires are rising
throughout the Colonial World, which are !et, as
it were, in a plastic state. Impressions made now
will tell in all coming time. The next quarter of
a century will in all probzbility do much to
stamp their future religious churacter. As an
outward system of church polity, Presbyterianism
is much better adapted to them than any other.
Indeed, had it not been for the schisms in our
Church—the bitter fruits of which are reaped by
Scotchmen even in the ends of the earth—even
now the best colonies of the British erown would
have been thoroughly inoculated with Scottish
Christianity. Still we have very much for which to
thank God; and here, as elsewhere, there are
abundant proofs that His blessing is with us.
During the past year a vast improvement has
taken place in the state of the Church in this
province. The Presbyteries of Pictou and Hali~
fax are now both revived. a number of the more
pressing vacancies have been supplied, and sever-
al young men have gone Home to prepare them-
selves for the ministry. But in the meantime
there is urgent need of a few Gaelic preachers,
and of one English-speaking preacher for Wallace,
I look towards my Glasgow college friends in the
hope that some will ¢ come over and help us.”
Though they should remain but two years, or
even mnot more than one, they would do a good
work for the Church, and gladden many hearts
by their coming. I have thus, Sir, given you an
outline of my missionary movements during the
past year, and of the visits to destitute localities,
which the Rev. Mr. Scott and Mr. .Martin have
been enabled to accomplish by my supplying
their pulpits; and I trust the great day will
show that something has thereby been done to
advance Christ’s catse in the World.

| From the H. and F. Missionary Record for Feb.]
Letter—Rev. John Mackay to the Secretary,
dated Rogershill, 2nd Junuary, 1854.

I acquainted the Convener some time ago that
the scene of my labours was for the most part
confined to the Rogershill congregation since an
accession has been made to the labourers within
the county of Pictou ; and I now proceed to give
you a sketch more particularly of what has been
doing within the sphere of my labours. This
congregation is extended overa wide district of
from 25 to 30 square miles, and has 4 places of
worship. I subjoin an account of the number of
Sabbath-days I ‘officiated in these 4 stations re-
spectively,and likewise the'respective sums raised
to pay for the services received of me, in order
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to relieve the Committee of the onus of main-
taining Gospel ordinances among them. These
sums, together with the whole amount of the
several collections which I received at the other
stations at which T officiated, amounting in all to
£70, 18s. 3d. sterling, will be transmitted to you
by W. Gordon, Esq., our treasurer, save nearly
£2 which was raised the first day—being a week
day—I preached at one of these stations, when
the people said afterwards that, rather than that
should refund that sum to the Committee, they
would again raise it, which they have accordingly
done. Remuneration has likewise been or will be
transmitted for'services which I rendered in other
congregations within the county before the arrival
of the other missionaries. It was not thought
advisable to receive or rather exact any remune-
ration for servires that had been given beyond
the county, nor for 8 Sabbath-days during which
I officiated on different sacramental occasions.
Of the several sums raised I have kept an exact
account,which I now remit to you ; for, on enter-
ing the mission-field, I informed the people of
the position in which I stood with the Commiittee,
and that, although the Committee secured a cer-
tain sum to me, over and above what they might
be pleased to give of their free-will offerings, yet
that 1 would rest satistied with the Committee’s
allowance, should they subscribe liberally, and
relieve the Committee of the onus of paying for
my services among them. And in showing them
the propriety as well as duty of maintaining the
Gospel, at least among themselves, they muost
cordially assented, and raised collections through-
out the various districts, of which the result is
the most satisfactory attestation. And surely
all this must afford strong testimony in favour of
our people, that they are alive to their duty, and
that they feel deeply grateful to the Church for
her exertions in endeavouring to meet their spirit-
ual destitution.; Ought it not, moreover, to prove
a further stimulus to our Church to exercise addi-
tional zeal (if possible) to meet the many pressing
calls that are yet made and unprovided-for ? And,
doubtless, the devotedness and zeal of this con-
gregation must appear in much stronger light
when it is known that during the long period of
about 40 years they had no regularly settled
clergymen of our Church more than three-fourths
of thattime, and in one section they never had a
settled minister, and in other two sections they
only had one for 3 or 4 years; while during a
considerable portion of this time every possible
exertion had been used to alienate their minds and
disappoint their fondest hopes.

During the past year 2 of the churches within
the congregation have been undergoing repair,
and are now in the course of completion. Nothing
had been done to them within the previons 10 or
11 years. In a third section of the congregation,
Cape John, their church was unfortunately burnt
down 3or 4 years ago. Last summer they raised
the frame of a new church, and they are now
actively engaged preparing materials for its com-
pletion in the early part of next summer. [nthe
other section of the congregation the church has
been held in dispute since 1844, somewhat simi-
lar to that of our quoed sacra churches at Home ;
1t 1s consequently still in rather an inefficient state.
It is hoped, however, that the people there, who
are very zealous and spirited, will soon render
it more comfortable and efficient. The labour and
fatigue sustained in this wide field is necessarily
very arduous ; and, were it notthat the attachment
and devotedness of the people, and the sad thought
of leaving them uncared-for, stimulate to renew-
ed exertion, I would have shrunk from the onerous
duties some time ago. In this wide field there
is ample room for 2 settled clergymen ; and it is
utterly impossible for me to take the charge or
oversight of them with any degree of satisfaction
to myself, or with much profit to them. And,
had they another clergyman in prospect, they
might well maintain 2, Indeed one of these
sections might with a little effort support a min-
ister wholly among themselves,

I also transmit with this a draft of £7 sterling,
which has been raised in this congregation, for
the benefit of the Indian Mission. It is intended
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to aid the young people attending our Assembly
schools, who were made willing to forsake parents
and friends for the excellence of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus. We hope that this is only an
earnest of what will yet be done here for this
and similar objects. 'When attending the Uni-
versity at Hlome, I, in common with others, took
considerable inlerest in the young converts attend-
ing the Madras school, who appeared to us to
have a pressing and immediate claim on our
sympathies. This small sum is now placed at
your disposal to have it transmited to the converts
there or at whatever station aid is most required ;
and we doubt not but that it is accompanied with
the prayers of not a few of the children of God,
and we hope therefore that it will prove useful in
enabling some of them to acquire a more exten-
sive and comprehensive knowledge of the Truth
as it is in Jesus, so that they may in due time
be thus prepared to go forth to commend these
truths to their brethren, their kinsmen according
to the flesh, with somewhat of that zeal and anx-
iety which was manifested by the great apostle.
I am just now in receipt of a further practical
proof of the spirit and activity of this congre-
gation, which I feel bound gratefully to acknowl-
edge. As a new year’s gift, two of the sections
(Rogershill proper,”and Cape John) have pre-
seuted me with a handsome and serviceable sleigh
with furs, &c. Such demonstration of attach-
ment is worthy of being recorded far and wide,
as it may help to convince the licentiates of our
Church, who are, time after time, pressed to come
over to our aid, that they are not required to la-
bour among a heartless people who are not desir-
ous of sharing their comforts with him who
breaks to them the bread of life. In addition to
this sums have been raised among us to support
the young men who have gone from this country,
and are now in our collegesin Scotland and Canada
with the view of studying for the ministry.
Before I close, I must beg to bring the claims
of the congregation before the special notice of
the Committee. And, if I donot mention other
destitute stations which are loudly crying for help,
it is that I may more effectually direct attention
to this much neglected congrei:tion. The con-
gregation of Belfast, P. E. Island, has been
repeatedly brought under the consideration of the
Committee by Messrs M’Nair, Snodgrass, and
others ; but I feel certain, could I plant 3 or 4 of
the members of that Committee, whom I could
mention, for as many hours within the precincts
of that congregation, they would with renewed
vigour use every laudable and just measure to
secure the services of some devoted labourer for
that imporiant charge. I do not know a more
needful, pressing, or interesting charge than this.
It embraces a large congregation, and one church,
situated (I think)in the centre. They have been
several years wanting a clergyman, and they had
not the benefit of occasional services, as the Pic-
tou congregation had during the years of deser-
tion through the extensive labours of the Rev. Mr.
M’Gilvray. There is only one clergyman of the
Church in the whole island, and he does not
preach in the Gaelic language. These people
are therefore, year after year, without one day’s
service during the long winter months., And
just letany one, who feels an interest in a devoted
adherent of our Church, picture to himself not
only months but years passing over their heads
without any ministrations,—let any licentiate or
settled minister consider the condition of this
body of people with only one or two Sabbath-
days’ services at most during a whole year, and
1 am sure he must have a heart harder than any
Gospel minister can have, if he does not feel for
them. I never felt so much for any people as for
them, when, last summer, Messrs. M’Gilvray,
Snodgrass, and myself, administered the sacra-
ment there. All were employing every available
argument to press their claims ; and some hoary-
headed men solicited our sympathy with tears,
accompanied with the sad reflection : ¢ We shall
soon go, but what will become of our families ?
We have waited so many years for a minister of
our Church, and there is now as little prospect of
our being provided for as ever.”” Let those of

our parish ministers, who would feel uneasy at
the thought of having their pulpits inefficiently
supplied for one or two Sabbaths, endeavour to
conceive how melancholy it would be to have
them unoccupied for several years, Let themn
further imagine their parishes bordering on set-
tlements of Papists, and then they will have some
idea of the situation and condition of Belfast.
And will it any longer have to be said that the
Papists’ settlements never want the services of
priests, and that the cries and tears of the ardent
adherents of our Church are unheeded. 1 do
earnestly and anxiously hope that another summer
shall not transpire without bringing one to this
people. And let me with all deference, mingled
with all possible urgency, suggest that, it no
licentiate can be procured immediately to take
the permanent charge of this congregation, the
services of some experienced and tried parish
minister be secured to settle among them for 3 or
4 months, to encourage, strengthen, and sustain
their drooping spirits, as well as to edify aud fully
organize them for a more permanent settlement.

REPORT TO PREBYSTERY OF ST. JOHN, NEW
BRUNSWICK, BY REV. JOHN R0SS, ANENT CON~
GREGATIONS AT ST. ANDREWS AND ST. PAT-
RICK, dated St. Andrews, New Brunswick,
15th’ November, 1853.

The presbytery very properly require a
general aceount of the condition of the con-
gregations applying for aid from the Colonial
Committee of the parent Church, and the
duties performed to them during the year.
Itherefore submit that [ havejbeen enabled to
perform regularly to both the congregations
at St. Andrews and St. Patrick the usual ser~
vices with the administration of Word and
sacraments.

Although our congregation in the town of St.
Andrews is much diminished compared with
the first five years of my ministry in this
place, by causes which are well known aud
need nat to be specified here, it stilt eompri= "~
ses no inconsiderable portion of our Protest-
ant population ; and the members of it have
done more, perhaps, than any other in our
parish for the support of Gospel ordinances.
For the current year they have agreed to pay
for ministerial services £100, while other in-
cidental expenses connected wiih the build-~
ing and worship may require about £50 ad-
ditional. They live in peace and good feel-
ing, and very regularly attend social wor-
ship, conducted by the members of session,
when I am necessarily absent in the parish
of St. Patrick. Small additions have been
made to the communion and congregation,
but not sufficient to balance the decrease by
emigration and death, which during the past

ear has been considerable. In St. Andrews
the article of money has been more in circu-
lation ; labour of every kind is very high—
threefold what it was'3 years ago—bnt the
immediate effect is to raise the price of food,
fuel, rent, &ec., from 50 to 75 per cent.

The district of St. Patrick, in which our
church is situate, and the settlements from 5
to 10 miles round, have been the objects of
more care and labour last year than formerly,
because a more earnest desire appeared to
prevail for the bread and water of life, A
Sabbath school--the first ever altempted in
our church there—was opened on Sabbath,
Ist May. When I urged the necessity of it
in March, while visiting in that neighbour-
hood, little success was anticipated, because
the greater part of our people lived at such
distances from the church as to prevent the
children’s attendance. The diflerences of re-
ligious opinions among those who were near
and the want of efficient teachers, &e., had



hitherto operated to prevent any effort of the
kind. A small library of about a hundred
volumes had been procured by a_ collection
at the church : Willison’s Mother’s, and the
Shorter Catechism, with Leitch’s edition for
the teachers, and also new Testament, were
provided. The teachers were members of
the communion and the congregation.
Above 60 young people from 5 to 20 years of
age, without distinction of name or sect, were
to be found on the Sabbath morning, each
trying to_excel the other in amount of the
Word of God committed to memory, and their
readiness to show their understanding of it.
When present I held a general examina-
tion of what had been done for some weeks,
and had nowhere found better reason to be
satisfied with the results of Sabbath School
teaching. In these examinations the parents
appeared to take a profitable interest. The
attendance ou the preaching of the Gospel
in this church appeared to be greaterthan in
past seasons, many being regular who had
been but occasional hearers ; and, what is
far more encouraging, an earnest attention
and an apparent self-application of the truths
delivered often marked the countenances of
some who have now openly professed Christ.

In July I was called to attend the funeral
of a poor countryman in the Tiyon settle-
ment, about 30 miles from St. Andrews on
the Fredericton road, and 9 miles fromthe
church in St. Patrick. As usual insuch cas-
es, I preached to the people assembled, and
afterwards found upon inguiry that all in the
settlement—10 families and about 60 individ-
vals—are Presbyterian in their religious

rinciples, if, indeed, principles now exist
in any. Like hundreds to be found in this
country, under the long absence of the
ordinances of the Gospe!, ordinary impres-
sions once produced have been entirely defa-
ced, and those which were saving have be-
come weak and inoperative. I invitedthem
to attend public worship at the church next
Lord’s-day : a few came, and their families
are very generally in attendance. I sup-
plied catechisms for the children, and got
the services of the two best qualified to take
the care of their instruction on the Lord’s
day in a private room.

I have preached also in St. David’s parish,
about 10 miles south-west from the church,
at a place called Tower Hill, where several
families of Presbyterians reside. If the ser-
vices of a missionary could be procured,
this would be a point worthy of attention,
because soul-destroying error might be sup-
planted by saving truth. Universalism has
been long the fashionable idea of religion in
that part of our country.

Joun Ross.

,

REPORT BY REV. JOHN HUNTER TO PRESBYTERY
OF ST. JUHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, ANENT CON-
GREGATIONS OF RICHMOND, WOODSTOCK, AND
setguBouRHOOD, Dated Richmond, 9th
November, 1853.

In renderivg a report of our progress
during another year, [ have little new”and
of importance to communicate. Our con-
gregations continue good, except in Wood-
stock, where there is a percepllble falling
off, owing to the removal of numbers of our
people. The chief support of the congrega-
tion, however, still remain ; and within 2 few
weeks we have had eome additions. But I
am persuaded, until a minister or missionary
is resident among that people, little steady
progress can be made. Permit me, there-
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fore, to urge again that, if the ccngregation
in Woodstock is to be maintained, we must
have a minister. The incessant toil I have
undergone for the last four years and a-half
I cannot much longer stand.

This year, when the weather, and reads, and
health permitted, [ have preached in Wood-
stock on the Sabbath as well as in Richmond
besides at the out-stations during the week. 1
have not been able to visit Tobique during
the summer, but am under promise to spend
a week there as soon as the roads are good.
The congregation in Richmond continues
very large, too large for the church. We
intended to have had the new place of wor-
ship pretty well advanced this autumn, but
the winter has set in so suddenly that we
will not be able to accomplish it. We ex-
pect, however, (D. V.,) to have all ready
and upon the ground by the spring—timber,
clapboards, shingles, stone, and lime—when
we hope to proceed expeditiously. The plan
agreed upon is, that the house shall be 40 by
50, and adapted for a.gallery. Notanticipat-
ing much foreign aid, it is proposed to have
the place finished in three years, and the
subscriptions paid in three yearly instal-
ments. 1t is computed that it will require
£450 to complete the strueture. Many have
subscribed liberally,cousidering their means;
but some, of coarse, will do very little. We
have subscriptions varying from 1 to 10
pounds. It isfeared, however, that oui pres-
ent place of worship will be unfit to meet
in before the new church can be finished ;
aad in that case we will be compelled to
push on as fast as our means will allow.

In respect to my out-stations, a very gen-
eral desire has been expressed at the largestof
them to have service on the Lord’s Day.
When last at Greenfield, we had a ve-
ry large congregation. Two large rooms
were crowded, and all present professed
to adhere to our Church. After the ser~
vice a number of the leading men came
around me, and spoke as follows: ¢ We
are now as sheep without a shepherd.
You come once a-month and give us a ser-
mon, and we are grateful. But in busy times
those of ns at a distance cannot be present.
Could you not at least once amonth give us a
sermonon Sabbath ? We will raie at least
between 30 and 40 pounds, between thisand
Williamstown, if you do.”” I said in reply,
« We were hoping that very soon we would
have a missionary, and then we would con-
sider what we could do.”

Thus itis that my labours are in a measure
Jost in the immensity of the ground I am
compelled to occupy. Sometimes I may be
said. to live upon the road. My waggon
and my sleigh are my abode, while I am
only a'visitor at home. Yet all this toil and
expense I would cheerfully undergo, were
the prospect of aid certain at no distant day.
Invariably the people are kind to me, and
attached to the Church of their fathers ;
but their children are growing up, ignorant
of our forms of worship, with loose habits,
and manifesting great indifference to our
distinctive principles. _Unless, therefore,
congregations are formed, while the old peo-
ple live, and before the young form new
lconnexions, we will be famished out of the
and.

With God’s help I will do what health and
strength can bear ; but sometimes I am in
despair. Alone, within a space of two hun-
dreg miles, to bear up against indifference on
the part of our own people and positive hos-
tility on the part of other denominations well
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supplied with preachers, such as they are
do you wonder that faith sometimes flags and
courage gives way ? But for an unmovable
confidence that our faith is founded upon the
Word of God, and our whole system most in
accoidance with the will of God and the
waunts of man, nothing could induce me thus
alone to maintain the position I do.

From the above you will learn T am in
need of pecuniary assistance to enable meto
sustain these exertions ; and, if the Colonial
Committee see meet to renew their grant, I
will be very grateful. But, if they send us
a missionary, I am sure his presence wiilbe
hailed with rapture by me and all. —Iremain
&e.,

Jonn HuNTER.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

DeatH oF Dr. Forses, BonarM.—The
Rev. Lewis Forbes, D. D., minister of Bo-
harm, Banffshire, and one of the leading
clergymen of the Establishment, died sud-
denly on Sabbath last. He was seized with
illness in the pulpit after giving out a por-
tion of a psalm to be sung, and was assisted
out of the church to the schoolmaster’s
house, where he shortly afterwards expired,
before medical assistance could be obtained
from Keith. Disease of the heart is snpposed
to have been the cause of death. Dr. Forbes
was in_his 60th year, having been born
at Banff in 1794. His father was Sheriff
Substitute of Banff. The deceased clergy-
man was originally intended for the profes-
sion of the law, and retained through life a
knowledge of legal forms, which was of
service to him in the Church Courts, in
which he was always an active and dis-
tinguished member. Having studied at
King’s College, Aberdeen, Mr. Forbes was
inducted into the parish of Boharm in 1816.
Of late years he took a prominent part in
the General Assembly, and in 1852 he
occupied the Moderator’s chair. In 1851
the degree of D. D. was conferred upon
him by Marischal College, Aberdeen. Dr.
Forbes was a man of very considerable
ability, and a diligent parish minister. He
was remarkable for his clear logical intellect,
his practical good sense, and firm decision
of character. These qualities, added to
ripe scholarship and a most retentive memn-
ory, rendered him an able preacher, anda
safe sagacious adviser of his people in their
temporal affairs. His loss will be much felt
in this parish, and lamented by all who
knew his talents and worth.—Ibid.

Letter—Rev. Mr. Radeliffe, Jamaica, to the
Vice-Convener, dated Kingston, November
26, 1853.

The church of which 1 am the ministeris
the only one in the whole island of Jamaica
in connexion with the Church of Scotland.
Up till the secession of the Free Church
there had been 3 churches in connexion with
the Church of Seotland, and endowed by the
Government. These were Kingston, Fal-
month, and Montego-Bay. At that time the
2 latter separated from the mother Church ;
and since that this one in Kingston is the
only one maintaining connexion, aud receiv-
ing endowment.

When Icame here in the latter part of
1848, 1 found that attempts had been made
to withdraw the congregation of this King»
ston church from its connexion with the
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Church at Home. Though it suffered con-
siderably in consequence, more especially as
this occurred during the time of a vacancy,
I am happy to say its connexion with the
Church at Home was still preserved. IHad
it been otherwise, there would have been
Jost to the Church of Scotland—the building
itself which originally cost £18,000 ; property
consisting of an anpual endowment, and
funds belonging to the congregation, to the
amount of £600 a year; together with the
actual existence of the cause, and the very
name of the Church of Scotland in Jamaica.

While, therefore, I am gratified in having
it in my power to say that, notwithstanding
all, this church has preserved its connexion
with the Church at Home, and while by
funds and influence it occupies a most re-
spectable position in this city, I have always
felt, since [ have come hither, the inconve-
niencies of there being thus only one minis-
ter in this island who is connected with the
Chureh of Scotland. I speak not of thatfeeling
of loneliness which becomes the more palpa-
blefrom the remembrance of former brotherly
intercourse. It is rather in this way that [
lament this isolation ; and every one knows
how liable to interruption in the regularity
of its services will be any congregation, if
dependent on the ministration of one clergy-
man. And every one knowz how damaging
are these interruptions to the steady increase
of a congregation, particulaily among the
unsteady population of a city like Kingston.
My experience has been that the vacancy
of one Sabbath by sickness has told on the
congregation for weeks after. -

To connteract or remedy this state of things
I have'thought of many plans since coming
hither.  Several of these I have propounded
to yourself. To expectthe House of Assembly
to give anendowment toa second clergyman
for this one congregation would be as vain
as it would be unjust to propose. T have
therefore had, for a considerable time back,
the idea that, if there were established a
school of a superior order, the proceeds of
that school, together with what this congre-
gation of Kingston would annually afford, and
the promised assistance of the Colonial
Committee, would form an exeellent support
for a gentleman who would come out in the
capacity of a teacher and preacher. With
this object before me it so happened, in a
manner so unexpected as that I hope it is not
presumptuous to say it was providential, that
I was enabled a few months ago to secure
the interest of a school, which was something
of the sort I had contemplated, which was
quite contiguous to our church, and which
was about to be relinquished for a better
situation by the gentleman who superintend-
ed it. Itook hold of this school with the
1atention of turning it into an establishment
ot a more public character than it had been.
1 opened 1t on the 4th of July under the
designation of The Collegiate School and
under tho patronage of Sir Charles Grey and
the most respectable people in Kingston and
the vicinity. The inaugural address which
I gave on the occasion of this opening, and
in the presence of a most influential people,
appeared iu the Record of October.

By this I had before me the twofold object

the one, the establishment of a school of
such a superior sort as to exert a beneficial
influence over this community for years to
come ; and in which school there would be
the union of the secular aud religious ele-
ments of education in such a way that the
latter would be available to all, but compul-
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sory to none. The other was, that, being
connected with the Church of Scotland, it
would be a means of support to a licentiate
or minister who, coming in the capacity ofa
teacher, would also assist me in cases of
sickness, at the communion, &c. To effect
this, I have, therefore, with great extra
Jabour taken on myself the superintendence
of this institution until some one comes to
relieve me of this responsibility.

The success of this undertaking has been
very gratifying to me;and that you, and espe-
cially those who might turn their attention
to coming out here, may be able to judge of
it, I state the terms and actual number of
pupils of this institution. The former are
£40 a year for boarders, payable quarterly
and in advance, and £12 a year for day-boys.
The statistics of the latter are, tLat there aré
actually present fifteen boarders, and forty-
four or forty-five day-boys. A very slight
calculation will enable any one to estimate
the gross income of the school. As to ex-
penses, &c., 1 shall be happy to enter into
correspondence with any oue who would be
dispored to come. This, indeed, would be
necessary, as there are cerfain arrangements,
&c., requisite to be made, which, of course,
I cannot mention here.

Before undertaking the superintendence
of this Collegiate School, you recollect I
wrote Home for some one to come in the
capacity [ mention. A short time after that,
the yellow fever broke out here with great
severity ; so great, indeed, that, however
anxious I was to have a teacher here, I felt
that I could not conscientiously press any
one to come at the time, knowing the danger
to which he was exposed in so doing. Ra-
ther than urge, I have continued to undergo
the extra labour, which I have voluntaridy
undertaken; for, though the ordinary business
of this school is managed by assistant teach-
ers, and though I confine myself to some of
the upper classes in Greek, Latin, History,
Geography, Composition, &c., I find this a
sore tax on my time and strength. Except
I obtain relief soon, I shall be obliged to
give it up altogether. If so, I despair of
ever obtaining a like opportunity for the ob-
jects I have in view, astomy church, the
community, and myself.

Of course, when I say that the Collegiate
School is a boarding and day school, it will
be evident that it should be a married man
who would come.

COMMUNICATIONS.

» -

[The conductors of ¢ The Presbyterian” do
not hold themselves respensible for the opinions
expressed in the communications that may from
time to time appear under this head.]

THE GOLD DISCOVERIES.

In this age of wonderful events which
hold the mind in suspense by their present
magnitude, as they unexpectedly emerge,
and the evidently great but uncertain in-
fluence they must exert upon the future
progress of society, not the least surpris-
ing 1s the discovery in such abundance, at
so late a period, of an article which men
have been so long and so eagerly ransack-
ing sea and land to find. One of the most
interesting circumstances connected with
these discoveries is the immense and im-

portant changes in the social and political
relations of the whole human race, which
they clearly indicate as having already
taken plice, and which must be the fore-
runners of, perhaps, still greater and more
important changes near at hand. The ap-
propriating of gold was not a thing likely
to be regarded with indifference in our
own or any other day. But at no period
in the past history of this earth can it be
conceived as possible that the first profits
of these gold discoveries would have been
quietly abandoned to a class of adventur-
ers, similar to those we now see peace-
fully proceeding to occupy them. Gov-
ernments, merchants, companies, or bands
of military adventurers, would in former
times have constituted themselves the
jealous masters of such a prize. But now
men, who in these old rough times of
bloody-handed misrule would not have
been permitted to stir from Home, would
not have had the heart to think of going
so far, nor the means of transporting
themselves if they had possessed the will
and the permission of superiors to go,—-*
poor men, men of peaceful occupations,
artizans and day-labourers, form no incon-
siderable portion of independent gold-seek-
ers, pushing their own fortune on their
own resources, under the auspices of no
martial or political protector, and without
the countenance and aid of any monied
partner at Home or on the spot. This is,
truly, a sight which the world has never
seen before, Merchants build and.cherter
vessels to carry these poor and peaceful
men to the distant tields of their labour,
and find their profit in it; and the men of
the sword and spear do not, as of old,
strike in and bear away the lion’s share of
that for which they have not laboured. If
they wish to obtain a direct share of the
golden spoil, they must turn their swords
and spears into pick-axes and spades,
Truly a very great change has come over
the spirit of our world, and, if those who
think to bear rule in it do not notice this,

they are likely to see all their fond dreams
frustrated.

There is another fact of our times, Which
these gold discoveries have placed in a
very conspicuous point of view, though
they cannot be said to have first brought it
to light.  There is a vast flood of po;ula-
tion now pouring over the World, and daily
augmenting by streams trickling into it
through innumerable little-ohserved chan-
nels, which cannot be easily stopped-up,
from every country under the sun that has
escaped from the control of all the old es-
tablished governments, and rolls on peace-
fully hitherto, as we hope it will continue
to do, but which it wou'd be no easy mat-
ter to dam up or restrain, were the at-
tempt to be made. Its pressure is no
doubt already felt in many quarters where
its force and bearing, or even its existence,
are not distinctly recognised, far less cal-
culated upon. But, whatever may come
out of the fact, it is a fact, and a most in-



teresting one, In the history of our times,
that there is a numerous, energetic, motley
population, heathen and Christian, savage
and civilized, now roaming over the World,
or settled together in scattered detachments,
yet having a certain unity, from its differ-
ent portions often meeting and crossing
and at times working together, that has in-
terests as a class, but which owns no mas-
ter, is subject to no certain government.

The policy, pursued towards this roving
population by the two governments un-
der whose jurisdiction the gold-fields lie,
is also not a little remarkable as a sign of
the times. Perhaps no other government,
even in the present day, would have pur-
sued the same course ; but in past times it
would not have been adopted, either by
them or by any other. They have in a
measure abandoned the first profits of
these newly discovered treasures to ail
comers indiscriminately from every quar-
ter of the Globe. From all the nations of
Europe, from Asia, Christians and China-
men, and savages from the islands of the
South Sea, flock peacefully to the golden
rendezvous, and are peacefully admitted to
prosecute the adventure in their own way,
either by searching for gold, or making a
profit by ministering to the necessities of
those who do. They have neither been
slaughtered nor made slaves of by the sol-
diery of the masters of the soil, as would
have happened in other days, but, as far
as possible, have found from them protec-
tion both for person and property. But
to see two of the most powerful nations in
existence pursuing such a policy is not the
Jeast wonderful spectacle which our times
present. In by-gone ages the most
bloody wars would have been waged to
obtain such a prize. When secured, it
would have been guarded with the most
jealous care. None but subjects of the
successful nation would have been permit-
ted to share in the spoil, and of these only
a favoured few. It was, perhaps, the
wisest and most prudent course that could
have been adopted, for it is by no means
certain that in the present state of the
World any other could have been made
good.

But, il there ‘'would have been dangerin
making the attempt to monopolize these
treasures instead of throwing them open
to the free competition of the World, the
statesmen of Britain and America, and
the people whose government they con-
duct, have shown a spirit and a sagacity
and an understanding of the necessities
of their age, befitting their foremost posi-
tion in the march of social and political
improvement, for the governments have
frankly adopted, and public opinion un-
hesitatingly approved, the liberal and
hitherto unheard-of policy of granting frec
access for all peaceful comers to the first
profits of such discoveries.

This liberal policy may not only prove
to be the most prudent but also the most
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profitable for the nations that have adopted
it. We do not suppose that this was
taken into consideration. But, if so, it
only proves that they are foremost in com-
mercial as in political wisdom, and that in
both the most liberal policy is the most
wise. They have thrown away neither
money nor men’s hves in what might have
proved a futile attempt to secure an ex-
clasive appropriation of their treasures,
and they are flowing peacefully into their
coffers in the natural course of things. In-
stead of attempting to constrain the gold-
diggers to labour for them as slaves or
tributaries, they have adopted them as cus-
tomers, and build vessels to carry them to
the scene of their Jabours, and supply them
with necessaries and luxuriesin exchange
for their gold. Perhaps the next genera-
tion may wonder how men were so long
in finding out that it would have been
more profitable to serve than to fight one
another.

We have not yet however, it is to be
feared, done with this mad and unprofit-
able work of fighting. But, if a great
struggle of the nations of the Earth be at
hand, we trust that it will be the last, and
that it will prove neither so fierce and
bloody, nor so protracted as is anticipated.
Should war become general, Britain and
America must be eventually on one side,
and both their principles and their inter-
ests lead them to seek such things as
make for peace. If they have shared
their gold-fields with the World, in what
other thing are they likely to begrudge a
fair participation unto the rest of their
brethren. They are likely therefore to
have on their side not only all that vast
population now roaming over the Earth,
some in quest of gain, some of excite-
ment, and some of a more comfortable
resting-place in a new home, but all who
in every place (and they must be many
and are daily increasing) desire to
have a free world in all its length and
breadth, in which to push their fortunes,
But such a free world, and such freedom
and safety of intercourse throughout all
its borders, the free preaching of the Gos-
pel to every creature presupposes, and, as
this must take place from what we now
see, we rejoice to helieve that,if not near,
even at the door, it is not very far off,
May God hasten the day when men wiil
not learn war any more, and the kingdom
of righteousness and peace, established
in the hand of Iis Son, shall prevail over
all nations from the rising to the setting
sun.

A Livine CLErcYMAN 106 YEsrs OLp.—
The Rev. G. Fletener, who has just com-
pleted his 106th year, preached a sermon in
Bunhill Row, St. Luke’s, on Sunday.  Al-
though of such ag astonishingly advanced
age, his faculties are very good. For many
years past he has taken a lively interest in
Sunday schools. It may be truly said that
he is the oldest clergyman now living.
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AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE
OPENING OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE, 1833,
BY THE REV. JAMES GEORGE, ONE
OF THE PROFESSORS OF THAT IN-
STITUTION.

JExtracted from a pamphlet published for Private
Circulation.]

Dedicated tothe REV. ALEXaNDER MATHIESON,
D. D., Minister of St. Andrew’s Church, Mont~
real.

In the absence of the Principal of the College
it devolves on me to deliver the usual address on
the present occasion, Other reasons apart, 1 feel
not a little embarrassed in doing this, when I
reflect that for a number of years past it has been
done by one who is never listened to but with
delight and edification. To speak of his great -
worth in a place, where that is so well known
and so highly appreciated, were in me a kind of
impertinence ; suffice it to say that the revival
of the College and its success of late years may
in no small degree be traced to the prudence, en-
ergy, diligence, and self-denial of Dr, Machar.
Queen’s College owes a large debt of gratitude
to that most excellent man.

The object of the humblest school in the most
obscure corner of the country is to furnish some
portion of mental training. ~But an institution,
such as this, professes to afford 1o those who come
within its walls a very liberal share of the high-
est kind of intellectual culture. A College is a
place in which minds should be so trained, that
they shall beable to instruct and guide multi-
tudes of other minds, who never can enjoy the
advantages of a collegiate education. Man 1s the
only creature in this world that requires to be
educated by fellow-creatures. The brutes have
no schoolmasters ; God is their great teacher, For
we see that each possesses in itsclf, in those won-
derful instincts with which it comes into the
world, and which are acted on with unerring pre-
cision by the laws of nature, all the guidance
necessary for its enjoyment, the full expansion
of its powers, and the perpetuation of its species.
Man rather subdues than teaches the brute
creatures. He makes them subservient to his
enjoyment, but can hardly be said to increase
their intelligence by his training, and assuredly
never communicates any knowledge to them
which is transmissible or tends to raise any spe-
cies in the scale of being. That man comes jn-
to the world with scarcely any other capacity
than that of learning, but with this to an almost
illimitable extent, is a striking proof of the high
destiny that awaits him. The creatyre that is
born, not with a little circle of perfected instincts,
each of which is fitted only to play its part with-
in a narrow sphere of physical influences, but
with the capacity of making constant, varied and
almost boundless acquisitions of all sorts, is obvi-
ously intended for an exceedingly wide range of
action, and for highly diversified and durable
bappiness. That man is not born with his men
tal powers in a state of perfection, nor is entire-
ly selftaught, nor has his education completed at
once, is not a defect j but has in it what is really
ground for the highest excellence. We see in this
that he is emphatically a creature of progress, is
placed under moral rather than physical laws,
and hence for his intellectual and moral culture
has to depend chiefly on the instruction whick he
may derive from minds superior to his own.

Thus it is, that man has constantly to give or
take guidance in order that his powers may be
fully expanded, and the true ends of his being
sceured.  God, who is the author of all that is
good,is the author of this bencficial order of things.
And, while it is true that He has appointed many
instruments and appliances subservient to mental
culture, it is nevertheless plain that the grand
agent in this is the wellfurnished mind,pouring
out its treasures lo those who specially necd them.
For what is all the knowledge, which books con-
tain, but the fruit of such rainds for the nourish-
meat of the young and the feeble. Thus it is,
that those, who by native vigour of intellect and
long and patient toil have collected a considera-



40

ble portion of valuable knowledge, and who are
animated by right motives, are able in some meas-
ure to educate the less gifted of their rellow-
men.

Every seminary of learning, but especially a
college, ought to possess men whao can teach
with efficiency the branches they profess ; or the
institution is a gross fraud on the public.

Boasting is seldom employed except by those
who specially need it, but, be our need as it may,
1 feel little inc''nation to call-in the aid of boast-
ing L' have a thorough conviction that, let it bedone
as subtilely or gracefully as it may, it can go but
a litile way to hide real deficiency, and, when the
hour of failure comes, it greatly deepens the shame
of those who have employed it. If there be
found, as I trust there shall, well directed, pa-
tient and laborious effort by capable men in each
department, Queen’s College cannot fail in the
long run to furnish satisfactory evidence to the
country that it is able to afford a liberal, solid
and useful education.

Our object, nor dare we aim at less, ought to
be to furnish such an education to the young men,
who come up here, as shall fit them for occupy-
ing a respectable place in any one of the learn-
ed professions to which they may aspire. That
the College shall place fully within the reach of
every , diligent student the means for a fair
scholarship, and thorough intellectual training, is
what we venture to promise. With less the
pafirons of the Institution ought not to be satis-
fied.

But, young gentlemen, this promise will never
be implemented unless you do your part. A col-
lege with angels for its professors would prove an
utter failure, if its students were naturally imbe-
cile, disobedient, or invincibly slothful. All ,that
the most accomplished and laborious teachers
can do, is to point out the path that leads to intel~
lectual eminence, and provide the suitable means
for attaining this. They cannot give brains ; nor
can they be held responsible beyond a limited ex-
tent for those pure and lofty motives in which
lies all the real force of right effort on the part of
students. Without a reasonable share of natural
mental gifts no young rman should be encouraged
to study for any of the learned professions. To
urge a young man {o do so, who has no natural
aptitude for intellectual toil, is not only a great
folly but a great crime, which finds but a poor
apology in the ignorance or vanity of parents or
guardians. In this way many young men are
rendered useless and miserable, who might have
been serviceable and happy in thosg pursuits in
life which require more of manual than mental
labour. To know what the native elements of our
character are, and what sort of strength lies in
them, or may be drawn thence, is not only in it-
self valuable knowledge, but without it all other
knowledge may be valueless. It is not, how-
ever, merely with natural weakness of powers,
or untoward mental taste, that Collegiate Institu-
tions in this country are tried, and their best di-
rected efforts often rendered abortive. From the
want of the higher order of Schools in many
parts of the country young men frequently come
up to_College exceedingly ill prepared to reap
the full benefit of the labours of Professors in the
higher departments of learning. And, whileit
were not wise, in the present circumstances of

* the country, to demand very high qualifications
in entrauts.asthis would deprivemany veryworthy
young men from entering College at all, 'yet such
as have laboured under the previous disadvantages
should never forget that, if they are to realize the
full advantages of a Curriculum, it can only be
by extraordinary diligence. Such diligence has
been witnessed, T believe, in not a few instances
in this Iustitution. Nor can anything be more
interesting than to see the young man, who came
up but poorly prepared, labouring with such encr-
gy that he not only reaps the full advantages of
his Professor’s instruction, but at length comes
fairly abreast of even those students who nmay
have enjoyed a superior preparatory course.
"I'hat young man may not turn out a man of ge-
nius— for God only can make such-—but that col-
lege must be false to its profession that does not
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at least make him a scholar, capable of filling
a usefal and honourable pesition in life. For, if
labour, like faith, cannot remove mountains it can
at least cuta road through them, or bravely scale
them. A laborious student—especially the stu-
dent who toils to make-up deficiencies of the
school-room, that he may reap the full advanta-
ges of the elass-room;—has everything to hope,
and hardly anything to fear, unless the tear of
injury to health from excessive application. It
is very sad when this happens ; and yet I do not
think 1t occurs very frequently. 1have heard of
many martyrs to study. The cases have been
but few that have fallen under my own observa-
tion. But truth compels me to say that I have
known many students, naturally of good parts,
but who from frivolity and sloth forfeited all
the advantages which a college education might
have afforded them. I apprehend that the vic-
tims to sloth are far more numerous than the mar-
tyrs to study. Seats of learning have never been
more thoroughly perverted than when made the
haunts of idleness. The minds of young men,
dissipated by this, are thoroughly prepared for
almost every other sort of dissipation. The idle
student is a pest in his class, a sore affliction to
those who feel an interest in him, and is almost
certain to become a burden and a blot on society.
I would fain hope that those I now address are in
the main earnest lads, who have come here de-
termined to work, and who have no faith that
they shall ever be anythinggbut by God’s grace
and hard labour. 'The vain and the thoughtless
may dream,of success and happiness in life with-
out labour ; but the wise know well there is no
road 1o either but through severe toil. He who
supposes himself a born genius, who does not re-
quire to labour, like other men, to attain success,
would be nearer the truth did he suppose himself
a born fool. This seli-deception is doomed to
certain and shameful disappointment. God, alike
by His curse as His blessing, condemns the folly,
Without industry no man was ever even respect-
able as a scholar, and without great labour no one
needs ever hope to reach eminence in any depart-
ment of learning. It were a pitiable error to
suppose that there ever has been a man who has
added to the original stock of human knowledge,
or whose works have enlarged or directed the
minds of his fellowmen, who had not, at least in
his youth, been a hard student. Newton indeed
declared that, if he was superior to other men, it
was merely because he Jaboured more. I shall not
stop to enquire whether there be more of truth or
modesty in this saying. It is enough to remark
that even this extraordinary man regarded labour
as indispensable to success in scientific pursuits.
After what has been stated, you will not be sur-
prised to hear me say that from what we owe to
our own conscience and honour—irom what we
owe to your parents and guardians, and to your
own dearest interests in future life, we shall feel
compelled to enforce rigorous attention to study.
Indeed I rather fear—and now is the time to
throw out the hint—that the young man, who has
come here to trifle, will, upon the whole, find
Queen’s College an uncomfortable place. And,
gentlemen, why should it be otherwise ? You
have come here to work, that you may be fitted
for the honorable labonurs to which you are looking
forward in life. This must never for a moment
be forgotten by you. It dares not at least be for-
gotten by us. In countries, in which wealth has
accurnulated in few hands, a College education
may be sought by opulent parents for their sons
as oneof the luxuries or embellishments of life.
It is needless to enquire if this be a wise or safe
mode of spending superfluous wealth, as but few
of that class of persons to which 1 refer are as
yet found in this Province. In many respects
this is one of the finest countries cn the face of
the Earth. It is extraordinary that so little
should have been known, till of late, of its vast
resources ; yet you do not need to be told that,
from the man who cuts down its forests, to the
man who occupies the highest social position in
society,it isie land of labour. Whatever, there-
fore, 1s to be your place in society, it must be a
place of labour. The young Canadian, who is ig-

norant of this, has yet his first lesson to learn.
In all the departments of life the fairest prospects
lie open to the virtuous, patient and industrious.
But onwhat prospects of future usefulness or com-
fort can he count, who through sloth or diso-
bedience utterly fails while in College to acquire
those habits of industry and those stores of know!-
edge which can alone fit himn for the demands
that will be made on his resources, as soon as he
enters on his professional career.

The greater part of the young men attending
this Institution are looking forward to the arduous
task of instructing, or in some way directing, the
minds of their fellow-men. [This, whether done
in the pulpit, in the halls of legislation, or atthe
bar, is the highest vocation in which scholarship
can be employed. To instruct and guide the
minds of others has never been easy work.]
But to him who studies the spirit of the times—
and no man can serve his day and generation
who does not—it must be apparent that this is
every hour becoming a more difficult and more
responsible task. The times of every man have
possibly been to the reflecting times of wonder;
but surely the age in which we live is eminently
an age of wonders. On the one hand, there is
more than enough to surpass the hopes of the
most sanguine ; on the other, not a little to awak-
en fears in the bravesthearts. But, whether we
look at the bright or gloomy side, we cannot fail
to see, that he, who is to work on the mind of
the present and coming generations, must possess
vast energy and no ordinary attainments. . For
under the influence of active thought™ all things
are now moving with new and amazing velocity,
while a feverish and most unhealthy state of the
passions pervades every fibre of society. Wheth-
er we like it or no, the day has come in which
he, who would do the work of the day for the
moral and intellectual good of his fellowmen,
must gird himself for the task after a fashion
unknown to our fathers. We say there is a
bright side, very bright ; a dark side, very dark.
For, did we look merely at the progress that man
is making in physical agencies, there would be
room for nothing bnt exultation and hope. Sci-
ence, which for nearly two thousund years had
haughtily occupied the lofty and barren heights
of speculation, has been allured or conipelled to
come down into common lite and put her hand
to work. She has at length touched all the arts
and appliances of life, and with her magic wand
has given to them 2all a new and wonderful im-
pulse. Nature has been awakened from her thou-
sand dormitories, and is made to pour forth her
varied treasures for the beunefit of man. The
mightiest as well as the humblest elements
have been pressed into his service. He has har-
nessed his chariot to steam, and made the light-
ning his post, to carry his wishes in a moment
to the remotest parts of the Earth, while at the
same time he subtilely extracts from the secret
storehouses of nature innumerable agents which
are made subservient to the comfortand embellish-
ment of life. Indeed such have of late been the
discoveries of physical agents, and their applica-
tion to all sorts of mechanical operations, that
the mind would be overwhelmed with painful as-
tonishinent, did not the rapid march of these
events make the wonderful common. In all this
we see amazing triumphs of mind in detecting
and applying the laws of nature, as well as much
good that may be hoped for trom these results,
which skall confribute to the physical enjoyment,
and indirectly to the social and moral elevation
of man. Nor can [ forbear to notice what a
beautiful illustration these discoveries afford of
what a few great minds can do for the World,
Little do mankind think, as they move on in the
beaten path, what ingenuity and labour were re-
quired to discover and open the way. It is, nev-
ertheless, true that tor the greater part of the
physical comforts, which men possess, they are
indebted to a few origival thinkers. Millions in
various parts of the Earth use daily the fruits ot
some inventive genius, whose name they possibly
never heard. That original mind in its works
travels on, and age after age diffiises its benefits.
Nor can we jsuppose thal this sort of discavery



is ended ; nature has) not yet given-up all her se-
crets. And let me hope that there may be trained
in this Institution some, who by their laborious
investigations may add to the stock of future
discoveries. But, be all this as it may, shall we
not hope, from what has even already been achiev-
ed by physical science, that man shul! be made
perfectly happy ?  This opinion, sometimes dog-
matically expressed, but oftener surmised, is now
held very extensively. No delusion can be
greater. It is not by the agencies, potent as
they are, of iron, steam, and electricity that the
Golden Age is to be brought back, or the
millennium reacked by man. By mere physical
appliances human beings never can be made hap-
Ey. Man is so emphatically a moral creature that

is happiness in all his social and civil relation-
ships 1s at last found to hinge on his moral and
spiritual condition. If this be essentially wrong,
all experience shows that just, the more abundant
the sources of physical enjoyment are, the more
perilous is the state of society, and all the more
difficult doesit become to guide its movements so
as to secure its happiness.

Let me not be mistaken. Science is good. Tt
is one of God’s precious gi{ts. And all, that it
enables man to accomplish by a knowledge of
the laws of nature, is good in its place; yet it
must ever be borne in mind that something far
other is necessary to enable man properly to use
the rich fruits which hisscience aids bim in draw-
ing from nature. The truth is, if man be not
taught the relation in which he stands to his God,
and what, as an cccountable creature, he owes
to Him, and what he owes of relative duties to
his tellow-creatures, as well as the motives to the
perforniance of all this, his attainments in physi~
cal science, with all that he may have extracted
from material nature by its aid, will utterly fail
to make him happy. The intense activity, which
these discoveries have infused into every depart-
ment in society, renders a very high order of moral
guidance specially meedful. But you are now
preparing to be intellectual and spiritual guides
1n a world in which all things are moving with
a velocity which awakens astonishment, not un-
mingled with fear. Now what I desiderate is,
not that your love for science should be damped,
or your efforts to apply it to the various arts and
mechanical contrivances be abated, but that in
addition you strive to fit yourselves by high intel-
lectual, moral and religious culture for the exi-
gencies of the times. 'I'he world ever needed
spiritual guidance, but, if the views we liave given
be correct, it never needed it more than now.
For very plainly without the morale, all that
we may amass of the moteriale, will prove a curse
and not a blessing. He, who faithfully teaches
men their duties to God and their fellow-crea-
tures, or labours to give these duties ahealthy play
in the ephere in which he moves, may never ac-
quire the fame of genius, yet assuredly is one
of the world’s greatest Kenefactors. Indeed,
without such labourers, it is found in the long run
that all others labour in vain. Men forget tlus, or
contemptuously deny it, yet there is no law of
nature, with which we are familiar, more certain
in its results, If great physical discoveries could
be made and preserved—a thing questionable—
among a people thoroughly irreligious and imomor-
al, there can be no question that they would rather
increase than lessen the wretchedness of such a
people.  What could it avail acountry to have
scientific chemists, engineers, and ingenious ar-
tists if the common school-room, the bar, the
bench, and the pulpit were occupied by selfish,
vain, and unprinc:pled men? Even the wealth
of a people is doomed to perish, if not under the
safeguard of a healthy morality, The world
cannot learn too soon, what it should have learnt
from the first, that, if men disown the moral
government of Gop, the taws of His physical uni-
verse will not obey them for good, but war
against them for evil, until they are destroyed by
the instruments with which they have impiously
wrought and the benefits whicl they have ungrate-
fully abused. Let there be a true faith in Gob,
and then fuith in nature cannot be misplaced.
But the error, or rather the atheism, of our times
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is to look to nature, or the successful trinmphs of | be so. And yet who needs to be told that the

physical science over nature, for all that man
needs to make him happy. You will require to
study this well to be able to see the relation in
which man must stand to Gop in order to be in
harmony with the laws of nature, so that modern
inventions shall minister to his good. He, who
has but superficial views on this subject, will be
ill prepared for the performance of many of those
weighty duties to which you are looking forward

But, as mental labourers in the World, you do
not only require to comprehend the fallacy to
which I have referred, asspringing out of false
views of the achievements of reason and physical
science, but also to understand}well what changes
have taken place, or are now 1n progress, in that
uncient order of things by which society was
held together, for better or worse. Much of the
spirit as well as the form of old social and civil
institutions is either entirely gone or israpidly dis-
appearing from all civilized nations. It will
almost provoke a smile to hear me so much as
name fewdalism. Although this, as an institution,
can hardly be said ever to have gained a footing
on this contlinent, yet to what a wonderful ex-
tent in one or other of its modifications it has in-
fluenced, not only the past history, but the whole
of the present condition of European society, no
one needs to be told who is at all familiar with
the subject. It 1s not my intention in this dis-
course to notice at large either the excellencies or
faults of that ancient institution, or to point out
the sentiments or feelings to which it gave rise. It
should not, however, be overlooked thai, while
the healthful development of the human mind
ought naturally to throw off antiquated forms,
that have become dead, not only as useless
but pernicious, it is matter of regret that much of
the valuable spirit, which animated these, should
so often perish with them. That multitudes of
men should have seen in a fellow-creature, merely
because their hereditary prince or chieftain, the
concrete symbol of all law and authority, and
should have given to kis will a ready obedience,
was assuredly an order of things, except in rare
cases, liable to the most serious abuse. Under
such a system liberty in the proper sense could
scarcely, if at all, exist. Yet no one can fail to
see that the willing obedience, which sprung from
respect to authority, was the pervading spirit of
these ancient institutions, and was indeed that
which for ages held society together. These
ancient forms, we say, have perished, or are only
seen like dim shadows on the outskirts of civili-
zation. No one needs regretthis. Yet, let me
ask, what is to become of all our modern achieve-
ments in science and art, yea, of our civilization
itself, if the willing obedience to authority, and
respect for those who are clothed with it, shall
also evanish from the earth. Precious jeweis
have sometimes been found curiousty sewed up
in the old garment of the miser. The coat is of
no value, yet the wise man will not toss it away
till he has extracted the treasure from its many-co
loured patches. Had this been done with ancient
institutions, modern society would have been
richer in all that constitutes true greatness, vir-
tue and happiness. [ scarcely krow any habit
of thought more valuable for a student to acquire
than that of being able to detect what is precious
in the spirit of old and worn-out social institutions.
To distinguish betwixt the precious and the vile,
to know what to preserve as of lasting worth, and
what to throw away as worthless, is the true
secret of all reform.” Those who can make this
distinction—and what is it, indeed, but seeing
truth—will neither give to ancient nor modern
institutions a homage farther than they find in
them those unchanging truths which are alike
suitable for all times.

An unquestioning faith in the wisdom of the
past, so characteristic of our ancestors, is assuredly
not the prominent fault of the present day. Use-
and~wont has now to submit to be cross-questioned
and, if she cannot give a reason for her faith, her
testimony is no longer admissible. No one who
loves truth, and has an unshaken confidence in
its power, and who desires the growth and liber-
ty of the human mind, will lament that it should

transition from an unquestioning credulity to a
quibbling scepticism is easy, and that, if the for-
mer paralyzes the powers of the mind by inac-
tion, the latter as surely poisons them by vanity 7
That all men now protess to reason, or at least
to ask for reasons, renders it peculiarly n..dful
in the true reasoner 1o have a mind active, vigo-
rous and well-farnished; else he can neither be
an acceptable instructor, nor an able leader of
he minds offothers. The intellectual labourer, who
has not thoroughly studied this remarkable phase
of modern society, will often be at fault in his
speculations, and will sadly fail in his practice.
In that unquestioning faith, to which we have
referred, there was at least the valuable admission
of many first principles—and that these were un.
alterable. Tkis was a precious element in the
popular mind for the honest intellectual labourer
to work with, Butitis much the fashion now
either to deny all first principles in morals and
politics, or to consider them as all adrift and only
to be laid hold of to answer the ends of a tempo-
rary expediency. Much is expedient, but it can
never be expedient to abaudon any one eternal
truth. In a word, society is every day shifting
more and more into a condition in which, for its
Froper guidance, a far larger share of talent and
abour will be required than in ages of less ex-
citement, less doubt, and more faith,

Men of high intellectual powers and of high
motives have now become absolutely indispensagl‘e
not only for the guidance, but for the existence
of society. Under Gop this is the new force
which must take the place of worn-out instity~
tions. We boast——and with some reason—of the
wide diffusion of knowledge in our day; yet it
should not be forgotten that a superficial knowl-
edge, while it leads men scornfully to cast away
the lessons of experience, may “also tend to
make them the ready dupes of ‘every new and
plausible imposture.

That all men can now read is of itself a bless-
ing. But, when all read and few think, the fear
is not wholly groundless that society in its.rel-
gious as well as civil relations may to a fatal
extent come under the power of specious but
unprincipled demagogues. In saying this, I
make no special reference to any particular par-
ty or sect ; but merely utter what [ deetn a need-
ful warning for all. ~ For true it is that the fey-
dalism of demagogues may be as destructive to all
real liberty, and more hurtful to every virtue,
than any sort of monarchical despotism under
which the world has ever groaned. If men are
enslaved, degraded and rendered miserable, it
appears to me of no consequence whether it be
done by one despot in his palace orby a number
of despots on the hustings and through the press.
Very plainly the evils which we fear, and which
threaten to neutralize all the advantages which
science and art have achieved for man, are trace-
able to a defective intellectual and religious
education. Unless this be mended, everything
will go wrong. Now to do something for this,
in one sphere or other, will, I trust, be the great
end of your professional labour in life. What a
hopeful "position does that siudent occupy whose
bosom is burning with the wish to be qualified
for making his fellow-men more wise, more vir~
tuous and more pious. But let it sink deep into
your heart that, if you are to accomplish aught
of this, you must have force of mind and purity ot
motives. Men of this stamp can alone reform
and direct their fellowmen. To correct jnvete-
rate evils, to teach new truths, or apply old ones
50 as to enlighten the understanding and power-
fully influence the conscience, isa work which
the superficial thinker needs hardly atiempt. Nor
is success to be expected from mere strength of
intellect or stores of knowledge, unless the heart is
animated by pure motives. Bad men may have
powerful intellect, but merely by the force of this
they have never directly contributed to reform the
social, political or religious institutions of the
world. That God can bring good out of evil, and
make the wrath of man to praise Him, is true;
and yet it may also be true that, when He intends
to build-up and preserve, He employs the good
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and the wise as His instruments. Hoping that
you may by Him in one way or other be made
instrumental in this work, 1 cannot too earnestly
impress on you the necessity of beginning early
to act from pure and high motives. Of the phi-
losophy of motives it is not my intention at pres-
ent to speak further than to observe that it is
impossible to overrate the influence of right mo-
tives, not only for the acquisition of knowledge,
but also for its beneficial application. Indeed
the real weakness of many students, and their
utter failure when they become professional men,
may be traced to the lamentable want of right
motives. Permit me a single remark on this.
Much mischief has been done, not only to the
neart and conscience, but also to the intellect of
young men in college, by making the love of
fame the chief motive for study. I do not say
that this motive ought to be wholly set aside,
but, ere it can be safely cherished and produce
healthy results, it must be purified and made
subordinate to a far higher ciass of niotives. If the
applause of your fellowmen is the spontaneous
manifestation of esteem and love for your excel-
lence, you ought assuredly to find in it a very
werful motive to aim at stll higher excel-
ence. This, however, as well as every other
motive, will be feeble, and in the end prove
utterly worthless, if yeseek not first the approba-
tion of God in a good conscience. He who rea-
lizes God as the giver of those powers he pos-
sesses, and of the means by which he is enabled
to cultivate them, and who feels deeply that he
must at last give an account of the talents entrust-
ed to him, can hardly fail to be diligent and suc-
cessful in every duty. For he, who looks at his
talents in this light, does not employ them for
the gratification of his vanity, or to minister to
any mere selfish passion. He feels that he ought
to employ all his talents for the glory of God in dif-
fusing a knowledge of His perfections, and thus
labour to make mankind wiser and happier.

In no country isthere a fairer prospect ofhon-
ourable usefulness to well educated young men
than in this. It is probable that some of the junior
students may live to see a larger population in
Canada than Iingland contains at the present day.
Assuredly those, who are to take a partin prepar-
ing the country for the great order of things
that awaits it, have now a most solemn task to
perform. TFor what its civil and religious insti-
tutions, and its whole social condition shall be
when it numbers some twelve or fifteen milions,
will very much depend on what is now the char-
acter of the youths who attend its seminaries of
learning. Around these youthful literary aspi-
rants of the Province now cluster its brightest
hopes or its darkest forebodings. 1f they shall
come forth superficial thinkers, vain, reckless
and ambitious men, distinguished for nothing so
much as that cunning and acuteness so important
for selfish and temporary success, it is easy to
see, as it is painful to contemplate, what the re-
sults must be to vast multitudes who are to be
influened by them. But, if—which God grant—
the students of this and similar lnstitutions shall
o forth with minds richly endowed with human
and divine learning, and with their Learts deeply
fmbued with lofty and pure motives, then may
the hig_lwst hopes be cherished for the future
prosperity. peace and order of the Province.

To work then, gentlemen, towork., Beginand
close every day with earnest supplications to God
for His blessing and let the resolution be formed,,
and never for a moment quit your breast :~—that
onthe day this Session closes each shall be able to
say to himself- - have not in aught dishonoured
the name of Student; I have not disappointed
my Professors ; I shall not be ashamed to go home
and meet those parents, brothers, and sisters,
whose hearts yearn over me, and whose tender-
est hopes are bound up in nie.

—_—

MUNIFICENT LIBERALITY.—From the TWautche
man we learn_that, at the Wolverhampton anni-
versary of the Wesleyan Miss. Society, the follow-
ing note was handed to the Rev. Mr. Rule, one of
the general secretaries of the Society i—My dear
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Sir—Your humble servant, Samuel Wilkes, a poor
Wesleyan, purposes, with God’s blessing, to give
to the great Wesleyan missionary cause for thetyear
1854 £18,779 5s ; and trusts that the Triune God
will enable him to perform this covenant.” Mr.
Wilkes, some of our readers will remember, for
the year 1853 promised to the same object seven
guineas per day. The sum above promised is at
the rate of £51 9s. per day,—a sum seven times
the amount of that of the previous year. At the
Leeds Anniversary of the same Society last week
the collections amounted to nearly £2000.— Pres-
by. Witness.

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS
INTELLIGENCE.

A Vistr to THE MisstoN StaTioN aT HoPEDALE,
LABRADOR.

I reached the Station on Sabbath afternoon, and
entered the Chapel in company with the two
missionaries, who were stationed there. On en-
tering we found some 200 of the natives collected
and engaged in the performance of sacred music.
Tollowing the Missionaries toward the desk, one
of them stepped in, and the other beckoned me to
a seat and sat down beside me.

In a few moments the music ceased. The mis-
sionary from the desk then called the number of
a Hymn or Ode, and read the first stanza. The
piece filled four pages of a large hymnbook in the
Esquimaux language. The whole congregation
appeared to be supplied with books, and those
who performed on the instruments (of which seven
were used) had music-books placed upon stands
before them. A sound was given by one of the
instruments—a moment’s silence, and all the in-
struments, together with voices, amounting to
about 150, male and female, joined in the perform-
ance of a slow, distinct and solemn piece of music,
The voices were clear and animated, and all in

erfect harmony with each other and with the
instruments, one of which was a very powerful
bass viol. which seemed to fill the whole space
with its long sonorous notes, and yet all the other
instruments and voices could be heard distinetly.
I sat with surprise and delight surveying the
scene beforejme,and mentally exclaiming ¢“What
hath God wrought.” Can it really be that this
reputed savage and degraded race are capable of
such cultivation and such enjoyment as their
countenances manifest?”> Their performance last-
ed about 20 minutes without any discord or fal-
tering that I could discover, and seemed to flow
with the greatest ease, and in perfect harmony
without any apparent effort. As soon as the
music ceased, the missionaries rose, beckoning
me to follow. We retired to their dwelling apart-
ments. I was somewhat disappointed to find
that all the public religious services of the day
were over, this last consisting of music only ; the
two other stated servicesof the day were past
before my arrival, in which prayer and preaching
formed parts. I enquired how they had taught
their people music in such perfection ; they re-
{;lied thata great deal of labour and attentiou had

ren bestowed on them in the early stages of the
mission; but it was now comparatively easy, as
every family is required to learn music, reading,
and writing, which is superintended at stated
periods by the missionaries; and they said it
was pleasing to witness the emulation manifest-
ed and the progress made in alinost every family,
so that in fact there is now a race of educated,
pious, and exemplary Christians springing up
from these poor Esquimauxs, who, but for the
labours of this mission among them, must
have remained degraded, as, alas! we still find
some of them on the more southern parts of the
coast, where their interviews with the white
people, who have visited them, seem to have re-
sulted in imparting all our vices without any of
the advantages of civilization or religion. I walk-
ed with the missionaries to see their gardening
operations, consisting of some 8 or 10 very small
enclosures, and entirely of an artificial soil, form-

ed, with much labour, of sand, turf, seaweed,
&e.  The produce consisted of cabbage, turnips,
carrots,potatoes and a few other similar vege'ahles
in smallquantities, and of diminative growth, not-
withstanding the great amount of labour and at-
tention evidently bestowed upon them.

The appearance of the coast is very barren and
sterile, totally void of vegetation or vardure ; but
at a distance in from the seaboard, at the heads of
the bays in rivers, there are forests of spruce
and fir which supply fuel and building material.
The buildings ol the mission stations are large
and commodious, built of wood at an expense of
much labour. Those of the natives are small
and Jow, built with logs, and partly covered with
turf and sea-weed, to resist the severe cold of
winter ; but the people appear comfortable and
clean, both as regards their dwelling and ap-
parel. .

There afée four Mission stations on this coast,
Hopedale is the mmost southern, being in about 563
N. lat. The Society number about 280 communi~
cants, This station has two clergymen,one lady,the
wife of one of the clergymen, and one gentleman
who superintendsthe trading establishment. con-
nected with the Mission. These are all the
white persons belonging to the settlement. The
4 stations number about 1500 Indians in their

communion, embracing an extent of some 250
or 300 miles of coast.

A ship owned by the Society visits all the sta-
tions on this coast once a year from London,
bringing supplies of provisions, clothing, &ec,
and takes away the furs, oils, skins, &c., that are
collected at the stations during her absence.
The same ship has made her yearly voyage 39
years without interruption or accident. She was
overdue at the station atthe time of my visit, and
much anxiety was felt on account of her delay,
there beinz so many dependent on her for the
comforts and necessaries of life. “The mission-
aries informed me, however, that they always
kept a year’s supply of bread and some other ar-
ticles on hand for fear of accident. The mission-
aries appear to be zealous, evangelical men. They
require some satisfactory evidence of a change
of heart as a condition of admittance to their
communion. In all my intercourse with the mis-
sionaries and their people I was much pleased
with their candour and correct moral deportment,
as well as their religious character. One instance
of the latter impressed me veri favourably. An
Indian (a pilot), his wife and three children were
on board my vessel sceveral days, they had for-
merly lived at Hopedale, and belonged to the
Society there, but had been absent three years,
residing about 7:) miles further south in the employ
of an Englishman. They were going in my ves-
sel to reside there again. - The first evening after
they came on board, Ikee (as the husband and
father was called) collected his family upon the
after hateh, sung a hymmn, in which the wife and
two children joined, aud then offered their even-
ing prayery without being at all interrupted by
what was passing around them. ‘This was the
first intimation ! had of his being any more than
an Esquimaux Indian. A very little conversation
convinced me however that he was in possession
of ¢ the pearl of great price.” He coutinued to
worship with his family evening and mornine as
lonz as they were on board. °
I shall long remember my visit to Hopedale with
pleasing reflections. The intelligent and happy
countenances that composed the congregation, the
sweet and melodious music which seetus still to
vibrate on my ear, have made impressions that
must long remain. May God bless the mission
and increase its usefulness, and multiply its con-
verts a hundred-fold, is the prayer of the writer.
—Comm. to the (Halifux) Christian Messenger.

-

SELECTIONS,

A CHRIsTIAN SoLDIER.—It was our happiness
on one occasion at a great military banquet to sit
beside a distinguished veteran, Major C , who
had risen from the ranks and obtained the hono.




rable position, which he then occupied, solely in
consequence of his remaikable bravery.  He had
led many a forlorn hope, and mounted many a
deadly breach. Allusion having been made to
him during the evening by one of the speakers,
calling fo rth the enthusiasticapplause of the whole
compeny, which included many of his old com-
rades in arms, we were induced, partly from
curiosity, and partly from admiration ot
the man, to draw him out, if possible, in a
quiet after-dinner narrative upon some of his
hair-breadth escapes. When expressing our as-
tonishment how any man could maintain his pres-
ence of mind and self-possession in such scenes
of horror as those which occurred, for instance,
at the breach of Badajos, he remarked that on no
occasion did he enjoy more perfect peace. We
asked him, How this could be? and shall never
forget his reply : * Because,” he said, “1 never
felt myself more completely in the hands of God ;
for I never led a forlorn hope, or eugaged in any
perilous enterprise, without first seeking some
spot_where I cou'd enjoy undisturbed prayer
for His protection and support while doing my
duty.” Such was the secret of his peace ; and such,
too, must be the secret of our strength and peace,
it, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ,” we are to
““fightthe good fight of faith,” and ¢ pull down the
strongholds of Satan.” Little do men suspect,
however, that it is easier to conquer a city then
to conquer themselves ; but it is, nevertheless,
true that ¢ he who is slow to anger is better than
the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit than he
that taketh a city.”—The old major is now at
rest, and has entered, we doubt nos, in triumphthat
city whose walls is salvation, and whose gates
is praise.

ARE YOUR SERVANTS AT FAMILY
WORSHIP ?

SomE mornings since—a Sabbath morning—I
was at the house of a very worthy man, whose
wife was behind him in no proposal to do good.
The family were called in—husband, wife, chil-
dren, and stranger—but no servants. I had read
a portion of Scripture, and was leading in prayer,
when I heard a rustling of the knives and forks.
As I knew all that belonged to the house, I could
very easily tell why, and also by whom.

The absence was not from any false pride, or
sharae to have the servanis appear in the dress
in which the duties of the kitchen or house were
performed, or any objections, but simply sheer
thoughtlessness. ¢« They did not think,”” which
was supposed to be a suflicient excuse for ne-
glecting it. That they were willing to have
them in was no praise, for they would have let
any body in. These servants are with them
from day to day, and even year by year. They
live of the same food, the sume fire warms, the
same roof shelters; they are the same family.

In family worship, more than any other place,
should it be by the whole family. The worship
of Heaven is begun on carth. "Don’t you want
your servants to engage in the worship of Heaven?
Will they be fit for it it they do not begin here ?
Where will they begin, if not in your family ?
They are your servants ; but have you any right
to keep them from being servants of God? Do
you think of what is implied in thejr being your
servants 7 Has not God allowed them to serve
you, that you may the better serve Him? Perhaps
He has put them In your family for the very pur-
pose of your teacking and leading them 1o the
knowledge of God their Maker. Sometimes God
has used servants to save the souls of 2 family.
It is a great mercy of God’to break-up a wicked
family and scatter the children, that they may
be trained up for Him. Oh, how carefy} you
should be of the souls of your servants !

Parents ought to remember that, the bettercare
they take of their servants, and the more they
elevate their moral character, the better company
they will be for their children.

I'have been in some families where they would
notlet the servants come,in with the family. Some-
times I have only seen a husband and his wife
attend family worship at night—the children in
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bed—the servants in the kitchen.
ougut not to be so.

How can a man come before God with a part
of his family, while the rest are absent, and not
trouble himself to bring them in?

“T know Abraham,” said the Almighty,
¢ that he wiil command his children and house-
hold.” When your family meet for worship,
please answer the question, Where are the ser-
vants 1— Presbyterian Advocale.

These things

THE BENEDICTION.
BY THE REV. J. A. JAMES.*

MAY THE LovE oF Gob, that is, the FATHER,
be yours. Yours not only in that general sense
in which He loves the world, but in the special
¢ favour which He beareth to His people’ in all
its rich, immense, infinite, and eternal benefits.
Admire, as you well may, this love of God ; that
He should not satisfy Himself with bestowing up-
on them little things and femporal kindness, but
should confer upon His people all spiritual and
elernal blessings in heavenly things in Christ
Jesus: that He should love them, not only for a
while, but for ever and ever : that He should put
forth for them the uttermost of His love. Oh,
this is wonderful! Yes, He has gone to the uiter-
most in nothing but His love, He has never showed
so yuch of His wisdom and power, but He could
show more : He could go on creating and multi-
plying worlds to eternity, but Ilis love cannot do
more or greater things than it has done in_giving
us Christ, Heaven, and Himself. He has left His
iove no greater work to do, no richer develop-
ment to make. His love is inconceivable by all
but Himself. Tt has heights not to be scaled,
depths not to be fathomed, breadths not to be
measured, and lengths notto be traced : it passeth
knowledge. Oh, the greatness of God’s love !
Admire it, I say, and may you possess it in it-
self, and in all its operations and provisions, in
time and through eternity.

May THE GRACE oF oUR LorD JEsus CHRisT
be yours: that grace of which the apostle so
beautifully writes, where he says, ‘ Ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor,
that ye through His poverty might be rich.—(2
Cor. viii. 9.) That grace of which he speaks in
another place by itself, as if it were of itself the
sum of all spiritual blessings—* The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with yon.”—(1 Cor. xvi.
23.) Who can imagine what this grace is in its
spring and fountain in the heart of Jesus, and in
all its streams in the work of redemption ! how
unsearchable, how free, how 4abun_dant, even to
exceeding riches! Who can imagine what that
grace must be, of which the s{ab}e and_manger
of Bethlehem, the life of humiliation and sorrow,
the endurance of ceaseless contfadiction and per-
secution, the agony and bloody sweat in the
garden, the degradation and insults in the hall of
Pilate,und thetormenting and accursed death of the
cross, were but the fruits, expressions and oper-
ations! - What must be the giace itself, when
these are only its outward workings! May this
grace be yours. May you live in the heart of
Jesus. May His favour compass you about as 4
shield. May all the blessed, and untold and in-
conceivable results of His mediation be your por-
tion. Aud then you are rich amidst the deepest
poverty, safe amidst the most pressing danger,
happy in the heaviest sorrow, great and honour-
able amidst the lowest obscurity.

May THE coMMUNION oF THE HoLy Spirir
be yours. By this we areto understand the par-
ticipation and fruition of His all-enlightening,
renewing, sanctifying, preserving influences.
May vou live in the Spirit by regeneration, and
walk 'in the Spirit by sanctification : may you
be habitually led by Him: may He be your Coun-
sellor and Com{orter: may He dwell in you, as in
His temple, and actuate you as the pervading soul
of Iis body*the Church: may He help your infir-
mities, indite your prayers, and make jntercession

® From the * Pastoral Addresses.™

 believe and trust, then to rejoice,
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within you according to the will of God : may
He fill your winds with light, your consciences
with peace, your hearts with love, your lives
with holiness. May He so shine upon His work
in your souls, and so enable you to compare
it with the description of His work in the Word,
as to witness to you in this manner clearly
and assuredly that you are the children of God.
May He by His hea}renl{l light, and love, and
purity and peace which He shall impart, be to
you, and in you, as the earnest of heavenly bliss,
and at the same time mould and shape you as
vessels which He is beforehand preparing for
lory.

Thus is the whole Trinity concerned in the
great work of your salvation. All originating
in the love of the Father, executed by the grace
of the Son, and applied by the power of the
Spirit, each Person performing His own part
according to the arrangements in the eternal
covenant of redemption, yet all concurring in
the work of each.

What an important work, and how vast, is the
salvation of lost sinners! All the Persons of
the Godhead are concerned in it; the love of
God the Father, the grace of the Son, and the
communion of the Spirit. How vast a blessing
must be the salvation thus accomplished, and
which is the fruit of such an astonishing and
mysterious scheme! Who can conceive of it
adequately, and tell all that is included in the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory! If we are to estimate the greatness of
the product by the means employed to work it
out, then what must be the glory, honour, and
felicity which are fo be the result of that scheme
which was devised by Omniscience from etemi-'
ty, executed by the Son of God upon the cross
and which the Holy Spirit is poured out from on
h\gh to carry into effect in the heart of fallen
yet immortal man!

With what contidence may we wait for and ex-
pect the progress and consummation of our salva-
tion! There are the eternal love of God, the all-
sufficient grace of Christ, and the omnipotent
power of the Holy Spirit, to carry it forward to its
completion. What cannot eternal love, Infinite
merit, and Almighty powerdo ? We have mighty
and restless enemies to oppose us, great and bl‘or-
midable obstacles to surmount ; and, if the con-
summation of the work of grace depended uvpon
ourselves, or upon any human or angelie aidp if
we had no resources above what are human’ or
created, we might well despair, and conclude our
salvation to be impossible: but we have the
whole and undivided Trinity—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—on our side. We have divine. infi-
nite, and inexhaustible resources of wisdom ’pow-
er, love, and truth, to rely upon. In vi,ew of
this blessed subject, we may utter the apostle’s
bold, beautiful and triumphant language, “ Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ9—1I am

persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor ‘things pres-
ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,

nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in-Christ Jesus
our Lord.”--(Rom. viii. 38, 39.) No: where
there is no condemnation, there shall be no sepa-
ration. 'We may be separated from our friends,
our property, our health, our home, our country

our life-~but never, no never, from Christ, One’
thing, and that infinitely the most valuable and
momentous thing, is sure to us in this world of
vicissitudes, losses, and wreeks; the sulvatjop of
them that believe is as sure and safe ag Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit can make it,
But recollect that we are called upog
] . at the
same time to exercise all those virtuefand
es which, as renewed Creatures,
our duty. Our souls are, in the fir

grac-
are obviously
g‘t mstance, to
the —
but then also to watch and pray, 1:)l :'?es:js(:p:nd
struggle, to fight the good fight of faith, and lay
hold on eternal life. What blessed encourage-
ment have we to all this in the promises and en-
gagements of a Triune God to carry on the good
work of grace where it is begun, even until the
day of Christ Jesus! You are fully warranted to

.

.
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expect this love of the Father, grace of the Son,
and power of the Spirit. 1t is promised to them
that believe, and ask, and seek. As God will
not be mocked by you by false professions, so He
will not mock you with false prorises.

Call to recol?ection your baptismal covenant:
you were baptised into the name of the Father,
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and thus bound
to yield and consecrate yourselves to the worship,
service, and cause of the ever-blessed Trinity ;
to seck the satislying love of the Father, the par-
doning grace of the Son, and the renewing power
of the Spirit. In that solemn hour you were
claimed for God, and set apart for Hiny, and are
thus soleminly bound to consider yourselves as
belonging to Him, and to seek by all means
which He has put within your power the love of
the Father, the grace of the Son, and the com-
wunion of the Holy Spirit. The whole Trinity
claims you : each Person has an interest in you,
and to each you are to surrender yourselves by
an entire and appropriate consecration.

ENOCH WALKED WITI GOD.

OTtHEeRs of his time walked with men. Perhaps
all the people of his generation, himself excepted,
were well enough satisfied in their communion
one with another, and no one of them cried out
of an earnest heart, ¢ Where is God, my Maker,
who giveth songs in the night 2 Their compa-
nionship was with mortals only; but Enoch
wallced with God.

¢ How can two walk together except they be
agreed 7 The question, coming down from most
ancient times, shows how such language as is used
of Enoch was then understood. Enoch was at one
with God in profound and intense sympathy of
heait. He loved God, and God him. They were
in every sense friends to each other, Enoch la-
bouring in his sphere to promote the interests
and work of God on earth, and God on His part
ever wakeful over the interests of His friend.
What a friendship was this! Very few at that
time may have had the least hint of its existence.
Probably most of Enoch’s neighbours thought
him an unsocial recluse who had no friends. Oh!
they did not know his heart. They did not see
those outgoings of trust, affection and prayer,
which were the ve'y life of his soul. They
could not see how he lived on God.

One such fact proves that there may be many.
It establishes the practicabilily of such relations
between man below, and God above. If Enoch
could walk with God, so may you and I. Though
the conception of the”idea may surprise and
amaze us, yet it may become in our own case a
reality.

Who does not say it must be a most blessed
reality ? You are ravished with the thought of
Heaven. This is ‘“ Heaven on earth begun!”
And, if you really long for Heaven—the true and
not the imaginary Heaven—come and take it.
Enter into this rest now. Be at one with God;
become Ilis bosom friend ; let your fellow-
ship be with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ ; and the desire of your soul shall be grat-
ified.

Joux Howarp, THE PHILANTHROPIST.—It is
quite true that Mr. John Howard, the philanthro-
pist, “ belonged to the Baptist denomination ;”’
the very individual of whom Mr. Ldmund Burke
said: ““ I cannot name this gentleman without
remarking that his labours and writinge have
done much .to open the eyes and hearts of all
mankind. He has visited all Europe—not to sur-
vev the sumptuousness of palaces or the stateliness
of temples ; notto make accurate measurements
of the remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form
ascale of the curiosities of modern art, nor to col-
lect medals, or collate manuscripts ; but to dive
into the depths of dungeons, to plunge into the
infections of hospitals, to survey the mansions of
sorrow and pain, to take the guage and dimension
of misery, depression and contempt ; to remem-
ber the forgotten, to attend the neglected, to visit
the forsaken, and to compare and collate the dis-
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tresses of all men in all countries. This plan is
original ; it is a voyage of discovery; a circum-
navigation of charity. Already the henelit of nis
labour is felt more or less in every country ; I hope
he will anticipate his final reward by seeing all
its effects fully realized in his own,”

This circumnavigator of charity was a member
of the Baptist church assembling at Little Wild
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, which was
long presided over by the excellent Stennetts. Dr.
Stennetts preached Mr. Howard’s funeral sermon
on March 21st, 1790 ; and the introductory re-
marks to that sermon with two more extracts
will supply indubitable evidences of a profitable
nature.

The text is Acts x. 31. *“ He went about do-
ing good.” The preacher then proceeds: It is
a sad providence that directs my attention o these
words, words so descriptive of the character, to
which I mean toaccommodate them,that the name
of Howard scarce needs be mentioned to inform
you whom lintend. Toraise a monument to his
memory is not my object. It does not require it.
The obligation however I owe to his friendship
and your edification will not allow me to be si-
lent.” His benevolent regards to this Christian
society, his regular attendance with us for many
years past, the satisfaction he expressed in the
word here preached, are all considerations which
will, I hope, secure me from the imputation of
vanity in thus taking notice of so publica char-
acter.”

After a lucid description of Mr H’s virtues and
excellenicies Dr. S. then says, ¢ Such were the
moral endowments of this extraordinary man,
such his fortitude, his humanity, his disinterest-
edness, and temperance; 1 goon now to speak
of his religious cnaracter.

‘“ He was a firm believer of Divine Revelation.
Nor was he ashamed of those truths he heard sta-
ted, explained, and enforced in this place. He
had made up his mind, as he said, upon his reli-
gious senliments, and was not to be moved from
his steadfastness b‘{ novel opinions obtruded on
the World. Nor did he content himself with a
bare profession of these Divine truths. He en-
tered into the spirit of the Gospel, felt its power,
and tasted its sweetness. In a letter writ me
from a remote part of the World, he says; ¢ The
statutes of the Lord are my songs in the house of
my pilgrimage. Oh, sir, how many sabbaths
have I ardently longed to spend with you in Wild
Street. God in Christ is my rock, the portion of
my soul.”’— Baptist Magazine. .

LIVING EPISTLES.

“ Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known
and read of all men.”—(2 Cor. iii. 2.)

THis was the language of the great Apostle
Paul (who in his own eyes was less than the least
of all saints) in an address to the Corinthian
church, the members of which had been some of
the most abandoned characters ; and to whatever
place the Apostle went, where letters of commen-
dation were required «f the visiting ministers, he

ointed to those conspicuous converts, who were
iving epistles, and so eminent as to be ‘ known
and read of all men.”” The change in them was
so great as to render it evident to every one : the
drunkards were become sober; the "dishonest,
Jjust; the miser, liberal; the prodigal, frugal;
the libertine, chaste ; and the proud, humble. To
these the Apostle appealed, for himselfand fellow-
labourers, as a letter of commendation, who were
a living epistle at Corinth to the world around.

Now, to pursue the Apostle’s allegory, we may
remark that in an epistle there must be paper or
parchment, a pen, ink, a writer, and somewhat
written.

1. The paper or parchment, we may consider,
in these divine epistles, as the human heart ;
which, some people say, is as clean as a white
sheet of paper, but, if it be so on one side/lit is as
black as sin can make it on the other. It may
appear clean like a whited sepulchre without, but
it is full of all uncleanness and defilement within.

2. The minister of the Gospel may be well

compared to a pen used in writing these living
epistles, and many of them are willing to ac-
knowledge themselves very bad pens, scarcely fit
to write with, or any way to be employed in so
great a work. It seems they have been trying
many years to make good pens at the univer-
sities ; but, after all the ingenuity and pains taken
the pens, which are made there, are good for noth-
ing, till God has nibbed them. When they are
made, it is well known the best of pens want
mending. 1 find that the poor old one, that has
been in use now fora long while, and is yet
employed in scribbling, needs to be mended two
or three times in a sermon.

3. The influences of Divine grace I consider as
the ink used in writing these Divine epistles onthe
heart ; and this flows freely from the pen where it
has a good supply from the fountain-head,of which
we constantly stand in need ; but some time
you perceive the pen is exhausted and almost
dry. Whenever any of you find it so.and are
ready to say of the preacher, “ O whata poor
creature this is ! 1 could preach as well myself.”
That may be true; but,instead of these complaints
lift up your hearts in prayer, and say, * Lord,
give him a little more nk.”

4. But, if a pen is made well and fit for use, it
cannot move of itselt’; there must be an agent to
put it into motion ; now the writer of these glo-
rious and living epistles is the Liord Jesus Christ.
Some people are very curious in fine writing ;
but there is something in the penmanship of these
epistles which exceeds all that was ever written
in the World; for, as the Lord Jesus spake,so He
writes as never man spoke or wrote. One su-
perior excellency in these epistles is. that they
are all so plain and intelligible as to be * known
and read of all men,” and the strokes will never
be obliterated.

Lastly, In all epistles there must be somewhat
written. Many things might be said here, but 1
shall include the divine inscription of these epis-
tles in repentance, faith, and hoiiness. Repent-
ance is written with a_broad-nibbed pen in the
old black letters of the Law at the foot of Mount
Sinai. Faith is written with a crow-quill pen
in fine and genteel strokes at the foot of Mount
Calvary. Holiness is gradually and progressively
written, and, when this character is completely
inscribed, the epistle is finished, and sent to glory.
—J. Berridge.

Luke SHoRrRT.—About the middle of the 17th
century the venerable John Flavel was settled in
Dartmouth, where his labours were greatly bless-
ed. Mr. Flavel’s manner was remarkably affec-
tionate and serious, often exciting very powerful
emotions in his hearers. On one occasion he
preached from these words: ‘If any man love
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him he ‘* anathema
maranatha.” The discourse was unusally solemn,
particularly the explanationof the words—anathe-
ma maranatha,’~— cursed with a curse, cur~
sed of God, with a bitter and grievous curse.”
At the conclusion of the serviec, when Mr. Fla-
vel arose to pronounce the benediction, he paused
and said, ** How shall [ bless this whole assembly,
when every person in it, who loveth not the Lord
Jesus Christ, is anathema maranatha 2 The so-
lemnity of the address deeply affected the audience,
and one gentleman, a person of rank, was so
overcome by his feelings that he fell senseless to
the floor. In the congregation was a lad named
Luke Short. then about 15 years old. Shortly
after the event just narrated he entered into the
seafaring line, and sailed to America, where he
passed the rest of his life. Mr. S’s. life was
lengthened much beyond the usual term.  When
a hundred years old, he had sufficient strength to
work on his farm ; and his mental faculties were
very little impaired. Hitherto he had lived in
carelessness and sin; he was now ‘““ a sinner a
hundred years old,” and apparently ready tb die
‘ accursed.” But one day, ashe sat in the field,
he busied himself in reflecting upon his past life.
Recurring to the events of his youth, his memory
tixed upon Mr. Fiavel’s discourse above alluded
to, a considerable part of which he was able to



recollect. The affectionate earnestness of the

reacher’s manuner, the important truths which
Ee delivered, and the effects produced on the con-
gregation, were brought fresh to his mind. The
blessing of God accompanied his meditations ; he
felt that he had,not “ loved the Lord Jesus Christ ;”
he feared the dreadful * anathema ;”” conviction
was followed by repentance ; and at length this
aged sinner obtained peace through the blood of
the atonement, and was ' found n the way of
righteousness.” He joined the congregational
church in Middleborough; and to the day of his
death, which took place in his 116th year, gave
pleasing evidencesof piety. In this case 85 years
had passed away after the seed was sown before
it sprang up and brought forth fruit. Let the
minister of Christ be encouraged : * in due sea-
son they shall reap, if they faint not.”’—Baptist
Reporter.

LUTHER’S BIBLE.
(From “ The Dible in all Leugueges.™)

THE nine years which had elapsed between the
day when Luther took his degree at Wittembeig,
swearing to * teach according to the authority of
the Holy Scriptures,” and the diet at Worms
(1521), %’ad witaessed great changes.  The monk
of Erfurt had become a world’s talk. His gos-
pel—at once his, and Paul’s, and Christ’s— had
resounded frora the plains of Saxony to the walls
of Rome, to Paris and even to London. Princes
and communities admired and loved him, and
thousands were ready for his life to lay down
their own. .

But the results of his teaching up to this time
were faulty in two respects. The Reformation
had becoine concentrated in his person. He was
all but worshipped by many of his followers and,
when the report was spread that his corpse hau
been seen pierced throughand through, multitudes
swore to avenge his death. ¢ The only means
left to serve ourselves,” said a Roman Catholic
to the Archbishop of Mentz, ¢ is to light torch-
es, and to look for Luther over all the world till
we find him, and restore him to the nation that
demands him.” If this excessive admiration and
dependence bespoke danger to Luther’s humility,
it bespoke danger no less imminent to the inter-
ests of evangelical truth.

Moreover, widely as the great doctrine of sal-
vation by grace had been diffused by Luther’s
preaching, it had not as yet altered the outward
forms of the Church. Justification by faith had,
as a doctrine, effected a lodgement in the hearts of
many who never dreamed of questioning the
Papal authority. Luther himself had earnestly
proclaimed it, and had denounced the corruptions
and many of the practices of the Romish Church
without abandoning her communion.  Thou-
sands had embraced the new faith, and yet they
observed the rites and discipline of the ancient
creed. In Saxony, and even at Wittemberg,
where the Reformation had gained a firm foot-
ing, the ritual of the Papacy continued its ac-
customed pomp. Priests inveighed in the pulpit
against the mass, and then came down to the al-
tar, and, offering up the host of God, seemed still
to work some unspeakable transformation. The
faothful still visited favourite shrines, though
kniwing that there was no other name under
heaven given for salvation but the name of
Christ; and votive gifts were hung up on the
pillars of churches by men who yet ascribed the
praise of their deliverance unto God. * There
was a new faith in the world, but no new works ;
the spring sun had appeared, yet winter still
bound all nature in its chains.”?

No oer can defend these incpnsislencies; but
they wgee natural, and even in some respects
advantan ous. Had Luther commenced the Ref-
ormatioon by seeking to abolish the mass, the
contessiy al, and forms of worship, he would

robablc have failed ; and the Reformation would
ave beaome a question, not of inward life, but
of outwltrd devotion. Speaking and acting ever
as he fee, he commenced his work with great
principals and with these only at first was he
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concerned, He preached man’s guilt and Christ’s
sufficiency. His ideas wrought upon men’s
minds, renewed their hearts, and thus prepared
them to cast off the usages and errors which con-
tradicted those principles. He first restored
truth in doctrine, and now_doctrine must carry
truth into the forms of the Church and into social
life, Dogmas are already shaken ; the practices
which rest upon them begin also to shake. But
the whole must be overthrown.

This double ‘imperfection of the Reformation
has now to be remedied. The truth must be
built, not upon Luther’s books, but upop the
Word of God. This is the first want. Truth,
moreover, must be applied to all institutions and
practices, ecclesiastical and social. This is the
second : and for both men need the Bible.

How extensive is the prison literature of the
Christian Church! It was from * his place of
confinement* in Aberdeen that Rutherford sent
forth many of his letters, The ¢ certain place”
on which Bunyan lighted, and where he wrote
his matchless allegory, was Bedford jail ; and to
the castle of Wartburg we owe Luther’s version
of the New Testament. Already had the great
reformer translated several fragments of Scrip-
ture. The seven penitential psalms were pub-
lished in 1519, and these attempts had been wel-
comed with avidity, The New Testament had
recently been issued for the first time in the ori-
ginal Greek by the Roman Catholic cardinal
Ximenes, and the Roman Catholic scholar Eras-
mus. The Vulgate, though on the whole an ex-
cellent version, was faulty in many places,and was
accessible only to the learned. Earlier German
editions were unidiomatic and costly. The time
seemed come, therefore, for a new translation.
Luther had leisure for it. His friends urged him
to prepare it, and their voice, echoed by provi-
dential dispensations, he regarded as the voice of
God. His ideas of what was required in a trans-
lator may be gathered from the history ofhis life.
He had for years been studying the Hebrew and
Greek originals with unparalleled diligence and
great success. He resolved, he tells us, to use
no learned or courtly words, but such as were
simple and vernacular. He sought  assistance
and advice wherever” he believed he could ob-
tain them. He held that,  if ever the Bible is to
be given to the world, it must be done by those
who are Christians, and have the mind of Christ ;
independent of which,” he adds, “ the knowledge
of language is of no avail.” And, lastly, he en-
tered upon his work under the deep conviction
that the eternal interests of man were connecied
with his success. * Let this one book,” says he,
“ be on all tongues, in all hands, under all ‘eyes,
in all pens, and in all hearts.” To the cross for
righteousness was the substance of his teachings,
and to the Bible for light. ‘¢ Reason,” said Lu-
ther, “ thinks, Oh ! if I could only for once hLear
God, T would run for Him to the World’s end.
Hearken, O man! my brother ! God, the Creator
of heaven and earth, speaks here to thee.”

His work was hardly finished when he gained
his liberty ; and, having revised his version with
the help of Melancthon, one of the first Greek
scholars of his age, he prepared to send it to the
press. With great zeal the work of printing
commenced. Thrée presses were employed, and
as many as ten thousand sheets were struck off
every day. At last on the 21st of September,
1522, the complete edition of th_ree thousand cop-
ies appeared. with the simple title, ‘ The New
Testament—German—Wittemberg ; no name
being appended. Henceforth any one could pro-
cure the Word of God in German for half-a-crown,

The success of this version was unexampled ;
in a coyple of months the whole edition was
disposed of, and in December a second edition was
issued. Within ten years as many as sixty-eight
editions were printed, thirty at Wittemberg and
Augsburg, and thirteen at Strasburg. As the
first edition was passing through the press, Lu-
ther commenced the translation of the Old Testa-
rr:ient, and in 1530 the whole Bible was publish-
ed.
The result surpassed all expectation. The
new version was written in the very spirit of the
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sacred books, in a yet virgin tongue, which now
“for the first time displayed its richness and flex-
ibility, and delighted all classes, the humblest as
well as the most exalted. It was immediately
regarded _as a national work, and has never lost
its place in the literature of Germany. It fixed
and still preserves the German language. Hence-
forth, moreover, the Reformation was no longer
in the handsot the reformer. Luther retired, giving
men the Bible; God Himself appeared, and men
listened to Him. Hitherto the Reformation had
affirmed the doctrine of justification, had denounc~
ed monasticism, and more recently had set
aside the mass ; but it had done no more. In
one writing a solitary truth had been set forth,
and an error had been denounced in another.
The ancient system was everywhere shaken, but
a new system, whether of truth or of duty, to oc~
cupr its place, was wanting. That want the
publication of the New Testament supplied.
While Luther was shut up at Wartburg, Melane-
thon had sketched his work on ¢ Theological Com~
mon-places,”” and had presented a system of doc-
trine and practice solidly based, and of admirable
proportions ; a system remarkable for its simpli-
city and scripturalness. The Bible justified the
system, and it proved itself to be, as Erasmus
described it, a ¢ complete arm{ ranged in order
of battle against the pharisaical tyranny of false
doctors.”” Luther’s admiration of it was un-
bounded. He himselt had been labouring to
quarry from Scripture single stones ; here they
were collected into a majestic edifice. ¢ If you
wish to be theologians,’” said he, * read Melanc-

thon.”” In seventy years this work passed through
sixty-seven editions, without counting transla-
tions. Next to the Bible, it contributed, most to
the establishment of the evangelical doctrine ; but
without the Bible it would have been powerless.

Nor less remarkable was the effect of printing
the Scriptures on the German nation. They now
studied the New Testament with the utmost ea-
gerness. Thej' carried it with them wherever
they went, and many of them knew it by heart.
The Vulgate had stirred the inquiry of scholars ;
but with the publication of Luther’s version
Christianity issued from the school and the church
and seated herself by the hearths of the people.

The excitement, created among the enemies
of the Retormation by this version, was propor-
tionate to the joy with which it was received by
the reformed. The monk in his cell, and the
prince upon his throne, uttered ecries, now of an~-
ger and now of fear. The King of England de-
nounced the work to the Elector Frederick and
to the Duke of Saxony. The governments of
Austria and Bavaria ordered all copies to be
placed in the hands of the magistrates, and many
were burned. The success of these edicts, how-
ever, was by no means equal to the hopes of
those who issued them. “ Even after my in-
junctions to the contrary,” says the Duake of
Saxony, ¢ many thousand copies have been sold
and read in my dominions.”

To counteract its influence, many Roman
Catholic versions were also published. ~ Emsner,
one of the councillors of the Duke of Saxony, is-
sued the first ; but his version proved a mere tran-
script ot that of Luther, a few alterations in favour
of some of the tenets of the Chorch of Rome alone
excepted. An edition with ampler alterations
was made by the monks of Rostock in Lower
Saxony. In 1534 another monk attempted a
new version from the Vulgate with the same
design. He confessed himself, however, to be
unacquainted with the originals, and produced a
mere transeript of Luther’s ; another of his oppo-
nents, John Kckius, of Ingoldstadt in Bavaria,
published the Old Tesiament in 1537, subjoining
a correct edition of Emsner’s New Testament,
and this version, corrected from time to time has
often been reprinted. Various other Roman
Catholic versions have been made; one in 1631,
by Caspar Utenberg, under the patronage of the
Elector ofColO}%ne ; another, in 1808, by Willman
and others, at Ratisbon ; another in 1812, by the
brothers Van Ess ; another, by Gosner of Munich,
in 1815 ; and another by Kistemaker, at Munster,
in 1823. All, however, are on the basis of Lu-~
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ther’s version, and it illustrates his influence to
notice that in the German Polyglot Bible, pub-
lished in 1849, the editors give the text of Luther
and give in the margin the variations of the most
important German versions. ‘It is very per-
ceptible,” said Luther, ¢ that Papists, from my
translation and other German works, have learn-
ed to preach and write in German also, and steul,
as it were, my own language from me without
giving me the thanks which are iy due, but
rather use it in new assaults upon me. How-
ever they are perfectly welcome, and it is well
pleasing to me that | have taught even ungrate-
ful pupils.” ¢ 1 seek not fame. My con-
science bears me witness that I have consecrated
all my powers faithfully to the work, and no sin-
ister motives have influenced me ; for I have not
received the smallest recompence, neither sought
it, nor yet my own glory. God is my witness,
that I have done all from love to God and to the
brethren.”

Though we speak of this version as Luther’s,
it must not be supposed that the other refoim-
ers had no share in the work. Days and months
were devoted to it by others as well as by him-
self. For many weeks together a large party
of the most eminent scholars of Europe. might
have been noticed in Luther’srooms. Luther pre-
sided, having before him the Latin, Hebrew and
new German Bible; Melancthon, an insigniti-
cant, spare man, opened his Greel: books, the
Seventy, or the New Testament: Crenziger had
in his hand the Hebrew and Chaldee Scriptures ;
Dr. Bugenhagen, or Pomeranus, the Vulgate;
Dr. Bugenhazen and Justus Jonas, the Rabbinical
paraphrases. liach gave his views on the passage
under consideration, and Master George Borer
marked them down. Days were thus devoted to
a single verse. The edition of 1541 contains the
results of all these labours; and Luther’s own
copy——a copy constantly used by him, after hav-
ing passed through several hands, including Bug-
eniagen’s and Melancthon’s—is now in the Brit-
ish Museum.

The version of Luther is the basis of several
versions. On it are founded the Belgic version, of
1526 ; the Swedish version, of 1541 ; the Danish
version, of 1550 ; the Icelandic or Norse, 1584 ;
the Finnish, 1542 ; and an early Dutch version of
1560. A German-Swiss translation was made
by Leo Juda, 1525-9; and in 1667 a revised
version, in the same tongue, was published at
Zurich. These Janguages (the Finnish excepted)
ail belong, with the Germdn, Saxon, English,
and Gothic to the Teutonic fumily of tongues.

A SECRET DISCIPLE IN PERSIA.

THE following narrative was communicated,
some years since, to an English journal by an
officer in the East India service. It affordsanoth-
er evidence of the faithfulness with which the
Gospel was declared by that devoted servant of
Christ, HENrRY MarTYN. The account is caleu-
lated to cheer those who are engaged in the
same calling, whether in heathen or in Christian
lands. The good seed of the Word may be find-
ing its war into the hearts of their hearers when
they are least aware of it. How striking a
comment does the account give upon the text,
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, or whither it goeth ; so is
every one that is horn of the Spirit !

Havin% received an invitation to dine (or rather
sup) with a Persian party in the city, I accord-
ingly went, and found a number of guests assem-
bled._ The banquet was served in a court decorat-
ed with flowers. The conversation was varied,
grave, and gafy, chiefly of the latter complexion
Poetry was often the subject ; sometimes philoso-
phy, sometimes politics, prevailed. Amongst
the topics discussed, relizion was one. There
are so many sects in Persia, especially if we
include the freethinking classes, who dabble in
religious subjects by way of amusement merely,
that the questions which frequently grow out of
such a discussion constitute no trifling resource
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for conversation. I was called upon, though
with perfect good-breeding and politeness, for an
account cf the tenets of my fuith, and I confess I
felt myself sometimes embarrassed by the pointed
queries of my companions. I soon found that I
could best parry their attacks by opposing one of
my antagonists against the other. One of the
guests, whom Ithad never before seen, appeared to
be a sceptic; ho doubted of every thing; he
declared he was not convinced that the scene be-
fore him was real ; he even mairtained the prob-
ability of the whole of what we suppose is
cognizable by our senses being anillusion. An-
other sportively remarked that there was nothing
real but enjoyment ; he argued (evidently in jest)
that pleasure was the greatest good which human
beings could desire ; that, therefore, pleasure was
the subject worthy of a man, and his pursuit of
it was justifiable, to whatever length it carried
him, provided he did not interfere with the pleas-
ure of another, which was the only rule of
kuman conduct. . A graver reasoner endeavoured
to rebuke both speakers. He dwelt upon the
necessity of our being accountable to the Being
who made and preserved the World ; observed
that a sense of religion alone could eﬂ'e’ctual)y re-
strain mankind from the commission of acts
inimni.al to the general good ; and quoted man
maxims from Sadi and the poets, endine withz
passage from the Pand-nameh--¢¢ If yo&l‘l would
escape the flames of hell, purify yourself with
the water of piety; if you would” walk in the
paths of happiness, let' the lamp of devotion
guide your foosteps !

Amongst the guests was a person who took
but little part in these mock encounters. which
seemed to me to be chiefly expedients for the dis-
play of wit and repartee. He was a man below
the middle age, of a serious countenance and
mild deportment. He did not appear to be on
terms of intimacy with any but the entertainer.
They called him Mahomed Rahem. I thouah;
he frequently observed me with great attention
and watched every word that [ uttered, especiall):
when the subject just referred to was discussine,
Once 1 expressed myself with some levity : I
fear I wasa little corrupted by the examp! e’ of
those around me, wany of whom made no scru-
ple of jesting upon points which ought, in their
estimation at least, to have been ez}empt from
ridicule. The individual fixed his eyes upon me
with so peculiar an expression of surprise, regret,
and reproof that I was struck to the vexzy soul,
felt a strange, mysterious wonder who thig per:
son could be. He perceived that he had uniten-
tionally excited my suspicion, and consequently
avoided my looks; but, whenever our glances did
meet, each of us was evidently disordered by the
collision. I asked privately of one of the part
if he knew the person who had so strangely inter}:
ested me. He told me that he had besn edu-
cated for a moolah, but had never officiated : that
he was a man of considerable learning, and ;nuch
respected, but was particularly reserved and
somewhat eccentric in his habifs. He lived re-
tired, and seldom visited even his most intimate
friends. My informant added that his only induce-
ment to join the party had been the expectation
of meeting an Englishman, as he was extremely
attached to the English nation, and had studied
our language and learning.

_ This information mightily increased my cu-
riosity, which [ determined to seek an opportunity
of gratifying by conversing with the object of it.
But he was by no means so forward as I expect-
ed. He acknowledged that he knew g little of
the Finglish language, but he preferred express=
ing himself in Persian. He spoke but little, and
rather coldly.

The day after the entertainment I paid a visit
to the person at whose house it had been given,
and spoke to him of Mahomed Rahem. He said
he was a much esteemed friend of his, and offered,
without waiting for my solicitation, to take me
to visit him. I suppressed my joy at the offer, and
the ensuing morning was fixed for the interview.

Mahomed Rahem resided in the suburbs of
Shiraz. My mtroducer, whose name was Meer-
za Reeza, informed me that I should be disappoint-

ed if I expected to see a splendid mansion. Per-~
haps, he added, you will be better pleased, be~
cause you will see many object which will remind
yon of your native land.

We reached the house of Mahomed Rahem,
who received us with great cordiality, and spoke
to me In a mauner quite free from that reserve
which appeared on the former occasion. I was
soon charmed with his agreeable manners and
even vivacity; for no appearance of frigidity
remained. He was a remarkably cheerful and
well-informed man.

QOur interview was short; we seemed both
to feel that the presence of Meerza Reeza was a
restraint upon us. I therefore took my leave,
after obtaining permission to repeat my visit. I
remwarked in the dwelling of Mahomed Rahem a
neatness and comfort which are extremely rare
in Persian houses generally. Even when the
proprietor is wealthy and the apartments spa-
cious, there is almost always a grievous absence
of what the French term propriete in that country.
As Meerza Reeza had informed me, I perceived
in the furniture of his friend’s house several arti-
cles of European manufacture, not often found in
Persia.

A few days after this, I called alone upon Ma-
homed Rahem. I found hin) reading a volume
of Cowper’s poems! The circumstance led toan
immediate discussion of the merits of English
poetry and European literature in general. 1 was
perfectly astonished at the clear and accurate con-
ception be had formed upon these subjects, and at
the precision with which he expressed himself in
English. Wediscoursed upon these and conge-
nial topics for nearly two hours; and whether [
was interested by the novelty of the occurrences,
or by the mystery which still seerned to hang
about the individual, I know not, but I never felt
less fatigued, or, to speak more correctly, I
never enjoyed a literary téfe-é-téte with more
relish. Surprised that a man, with such refined
taste and just reflection as he seemed to be, could
still be enthralled in the bondage of Islamism, or
could even relish the metaphysical mysticism of
the Soofees, I ventured to sound his opinion on the
subject of religion.

“You are a moollah, I am informed ?»

“No,” said he; “ I was educated at Madrussah,
but I have never felt an inclination to be one of
the priesthood.”

¢ The exposition of your religious volume,”
I rejoined, ““ demands a pretty close application
to study ; before a person cau ge ualified to teach
the doctrines of the Koran, I understand he must
thoroughly examine and digest volumes of com-
ments, which ascertain the senses of the text, and
the application of its injunctions: This is a labo-
rious preparation, if a man be disposed conscien-
tiously to fulfil his important functions.” ~As he
made’ no remark, I continued: “ Qur Scriptures
are their own exrosxtor; we are solicitous only
that they should be read; and, although some
particular passages are not without difficulties,
arising from the Inherent ubscurity of language,
the faults of translation, or the errors of copyists,
yet it is our boast that the authority of our Holy
Scriptures is confirmed by the perspicuity and
simplicity of their style as well as precepts.”

I was surprised that he made no reply to these
observations. At the hazard of being deemed
importunate, I proceeded to pancgyrise the lead-
ing principles of Christianity, more particularly
in respect to their moral and practical character;
and happened, amongst other reflections, to sug-
gest that, as no other concern was of so much
importance to the human race as religion, and
as only one faith could be the right, the subject
admitted not of being 1'egarde§ as indifferent,
though too many did so regard it.

: Do not you'esteem it so 2 he asked.

Certainly not,” I replied.

“Then, your indifference at the table of our
friend Meerza Reeza, when the topic of religion
Was under consideration, was merely assumed
out of complaisance to Mussulmans, I presume?’’

I remembered the occasion to which he alluded,
and recognised inthis countenance the same ex-
pression, compounded half of pity, half of sur~



ris which it then exhibited. I owned that I

ad acted inconsistentiy, perhaps incautiously
and imprudently ; Lut I made the best defence |
could, and disavowed in the most solemn manner
any premeditated design to contemn the religion
I professed. . .

“1 am bearlily glad I was deceived,” he said:
¢ for sincerity in religicn is our paramount duty.
What we are we should never be ashamed of ap-
pearing to be.”

« Are you a sincere Mussulman then?” 1
boldly asked.

Au internal siruggle seemed for an instant to
agitate his visage; at length he answered mildly,
¢« No.”

“ You are not a sceptic or a freethinker 2’

“No indeed T am not.”

“ What are you, then ? Be you sincere. Are
you a Christian 7

“Jam,” he replied.

I should vainly endeavour to describe the
astonishment which seized me at this declaration.
Isurveyed Mahomed Rahem, at first, with a look
which, judging from its reflection from his benign
countenance, raust have betokened suspicion, or
even contempi. The consideration that he could
have no motive to deceive me in this disclosure,
which was of infinitely greater seriousness to
himself than to me, speedily restored me to recol-
lection, and banished every sentiment but joy;
1 could not refrain from pressing silently his hand
to my heart,

He was not unmoved at this transport, but he
betrayed no unmanly emotions. He told me that
T had possessed myself of a secret which, in spite
of his opinion_that it was the duty of every one
to wear his religion openly, he had hitherto con-
ccaled except from a few who participated in
his own sentiments.

« And whence came this change 7’ T asked.

«] will tell you that likewise,” he replied.
« [n the year 1223 (of the Hejira) there came to
this city an Englishman, who taught the religion
of Christ with a boldaess hitherto unparalleled in
Persia in the midst of much scorn and ill treat-
ment from our moollahs, as well astherabble. He
was a beardless youth, and evidently enfeebled
by disease. He dwelt among us for more than a
year. T was then a decided enemy to irfidels, as
Christians are termed by the followers of Maho-
met, and 1 visited this teacher of the despised
sect with the declared object of treating him with
scorn, and exposing his doctrines to contempt.
Although I persevered for some time in this be-
haviour toward him, I found thatevery interview
not only increased my respect for the individual,
but diminished my confidence in the faith in
which I was educated. His extreme forbearance
toward the violence of his opponents, the
calm and yet convincing manner in which he
exposed the fallacies and sophistries by which he
was assailed,—for he spoke Persian excellent-
ly,—gradually inclined me to listen to his argu-
ments, to enquire dispassionately into the subject
of them, and {inally to read a tract which he had
written in reply to a deience of Islamism by our
chief moo'lahs. Need I detain youlonger? The
result of my examination was a conviction that
the young disputant was right. Shame, or rather
fear, witihe}d me {rom avowing this opinion ; I
even avoided the society of the Christian
teacher, though he remained in the city so long.
Just before he quitted Shirauz, I could not refrain
from paying him a farewell visit. Our conver-
sation—the memory of it will never fade from
the tablet of my mind—sealed my conversion.
He gave mec a book—it has ever been my con-
stant companion--the study of it has formed my
most delightful occupation—its contents have of-
ten consoled me.”

Uporr' this he put into my hands a copy of the
New Testement in Persian. Qnone of the blank
leaves was written, * There i5 joy in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth.”’—* HENRY MARTYN.»

Upon looking into the memoir of Mr Martv n
by Mr Sargent,— one of the most delightful pie-
ces of biography in our language,—I cannot per-
ceive therein any allusion to Mahomed Rahem,
unless he be one of the young men (mentioned in
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page 350) who came from the college, ** full of
zeal and logic,” to try him with hard questions.
~—Chrisiian Treasury.

[The following articles have been inadvertently
misplaced.]

QUuEeEN’s CoLLEGE, KixgsTox.

February 15th, 1854.
(To the Editor of the Presbyterian.)

Sir—You will much oblige our Association
by inserting in the next issue of your
valuable periodical the accompanying out-
line of our proceedings at our first meeting
this "Session; and which I have been
ordered to transmit you for publication, in
order that our friends throughout the Prov-
ince may see the lively interest which
we, as an Association formed for the
spreading of the Gospel of the Son of Man,
take in the Spiritual destitution which pre-
vails in this country.

The opening address of the President
would also have been sent to you, with
which you would have been at liberty to
deal as might to you have seemed proper;
bat from its length we could not expect
it to appear in your columns as a whole ;
while, by publishing some portions
and suppressing others, it would have been
so mutilated and injured that no just
conception either of its spirit or merit as
an inauvgural address upon such an occasion
could have been had.

Therefore it was thought better to send
only those leading points to which in the
address allusion was made, as presenting
a briefer and more faithful view of itthan
could otherwise have been done under the
existing circumstances.

I have the honour to remain,

Sir, your obedient servant,

J. McEWEN,
Cor. Secy.

Tomintovr, Dec. 26.—MoDERATION 1N A
CaLL.—On Friday last, the 23rd inst., the
inhabitants of Tomintonl gave a unanimous
call to the Rev. John Maciennan to be their
pastor. The Rev. Mr. Grant, of Cromdale,
preached and presided on the occasion.
The settlemment appears to give general
satisfaction, as before dismissal the call was
signed by ‘all the elders and male heads of
families present, amounting to 45.

Gazrvic Crurcr, Epinsurea.—The Rev. D.
Masson, of Stoer, Sutherlandshire, has iuti-
mated his acceptance of the call moderated
in his favour to this parish on the 30th ult,
The clerk of the presbytery of Edinburgh,
in forwarding the call to Mr. M., writes —
“ 1t is one of the most numerously signed
calls that has been before me dufing my
clerkship. There were only 3 objectors, and
the Presbytery found the objections to be
irrelevant, repelled- them accordingly, and
unanimously sustained the call.”

THE Rev. A. FALCONER, oF PertH.—Our
reverend townsman, the incumbent of St.
Paul’s Church, Perth, has been visitin
Inverness for some days. He preacheg
twice in the High Chuarch and once in the
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West Church on Sabbath, on each occasion
to a very large congregation. The reverend
gentleman deeply” impressed his hearers,
aud particularly those of Lis evening sermon
in the West Chuich, with a sensz of his
devotional fervour, earnestness, and literary
ability. A correspondent suggests that In-
verness has always been remarkable for the
namber of able clergymen whom it has
produced, and mentions, as having borne a
conspicuous place in their day, the following
natives of the town :—-The Rev. Alex. Clarke,
Inverness; Mr. Noble, Fodderty; Mr. Smith,
Cromarty ; Mr. Munro, Lochcarron; Mr. De-
noon, Redcastle ; Mr. Donald Fraser, Ferrin-
tosh; Mr. A. Fraser, Avoch; and Mr. Thom-
son, Kirkhill. At the present time our good
town is ably represented in the Church by
the Rev. Dr. Macdonald, who has few equals
inpoint of earnestness, eloquence, and judge-
ment ; the Rev. Mr. Falconer, whose church
in Perth is said to be as crowded as ovr own
High Church; Mr. Lacwat, Rothes; Mr.
Wm. Mackenzie, North Leith, &c., &c.—In-
verness Courier.

Tae Rev. Dr. John Cumming, Minister of the
Fstablished Church of Scotland, Crown Court,
Drury Lane, London, the celebrated antagunist of
Cardinal Wiseman and the Popedom in general
delivered, last Tuesday evening, the fifth of
the course of lectures before the Young Men’s
Christian Association-at Exeter Hall to fully sev-
en thousand, five hundred people, Hig subject
was “ The Signs of the Times.” He dwelt
chiefly on the aspect of the Lastern Question as
indicative that prophecy is about to be ful-
filled in the destruction of Turkey, or rather of
the wasting-away of the Mahomedan power and
of by this means the restoration of the Jews
to Palestine. It seems that the Sons of Abraham
both in {England and America are forming plans
for recovering the Holy Land and collecting
funds for the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusa-
lem.— Correspondent of Globe.

Chituren’s Poetry.
THE CORAL ISLANDS;
OR, DO WHAT YOU CAN.

Where the Pacific Ocean lies,

Say, have you heard what travellers tell ?
How fair the Coral Islands rise,

How beauteous things within them dwell 1

Bright birds and butterflies flit by,
Sweet flowers spring-up of every hue H

And stately palm-trees tower on high
Beneath the skies of deepest blue.

But listen, that you may discern
How first they rose amid the tide ;
And so may we a lesson learn
From coral rocks in Ocean wide.

M{‘riadS of tiny insects there

abour, (as works the honey-bee,)

These wondrous Coral Isles to rear
Out of the bottom of the Sea

Each does but little ; but they all
Work on, work upward to the light ;
Until above the waves are seen
“The Coral Islands fair and bright,

And now, dear children, may not you
Example from these insects take ?

And strive a work for God to do,
Pleasing to Him for Jesus’ sake ?

The little gift, the childish prayer,

If given to God, if by Him blest,
May spring, and fruit more wondrous bear
Than Coral Isles in Ocean’s breast.
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MINISTERS WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS'
FUND.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLECTIONS.

£

5
Melbourne, Revd. T. Morison, 25
Ormstown, “ J. Anderson, 2 0
Dundas, “ R. MacLennan, 4 10
Queen’s College, Kingston, Professor

Williamson, 3 0
Niagara, Revd. J. C. Mowat, 11 0
Lanark, “ Thos. Fraser, 8 0
Galt, «  Hamil Gibson, 3 0
Lancaster, * T. M¢Pharson, 8 15
Bytown, “  Alex. Spence, 5 0
Georgetown, « J. C. Muir, 8 0
Ancaster, “ R.M‘Lennan, 0 10
Dundee, “ D. Moody, 10

St. Andrews,Kingston, Jno. Mowat, Esq.,20 0

OO COODOOLCODOOCTCTCOCOOOO coo

King, Revd. Jno. Tawse, 110
Simcoe, “ Geo. Bell, 310
Scott and Uxbridge*  W.Kydd, 2 &
Seymour East, . W. Neil, 4 15
Chatham, C. W,, J. Robb, 38 0
Toronto, “«  J.Barclay, 12 9
Mono, * “ 1 0
Pickering, “ “ 4 5
Mulmur, “ “ 1 0
Notiawasaga, “ “ 3 0
New market, “ “ 2 0
Eldon, “ “ 316
M:‘Nab and Horton G. Thomson, 3 1
£107 11 3
A. SIMPSON,
Treasurer.

Montreal, 28ih February 1854.

BUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR
’ LAST PUBLICATION.

Rev J. C. Muir, North Georgetown,

1863, ccveernrnnetcronnsoncnane 1
Mrs. McPherson, Danville,..... 1854,
Miss McKenzie, Melborne,..... “

Colin Mclver do. ..... ¢
Mr. Larmount, Lachine,........ *
Mr. England, do. ........0“

J. G. McKenzie, Montreal,. ..... 1853,
Margaret Baltie, do. ......1854,
Joseph White, do. ......1853,
W. R. Clark, do. ...... 1854,
Mis. Walker, do. 2 copies, “

D. D. McKenzie, do. ....1853-54,
Edward Bowie, do. ......1854,
John Spears, do. ....1852-53,
Gilbert Scott, do. ......1868,
John Boston, do. ...... “

John Lambie, New Liverpool, 1852-53,
James Pringle, Cornwall, ... ,..1854,
Miss Arthur, Montreal,.........1853,

RN AN ORI RWID N D O PN DN 5

‘W. McNider, do. .........1854,
A. M. Lowery, do. ......... “
John Fraser,” do. .........1853,
G. D. Watson, do. ......... *
Andrew McFarlane, Montreal, 1853-64,
Jobn MecIntosh, do 1854,
Mr. Allen, 2 copies, do. “
Robert Johuston, Beauharnois,. ., «
Mr. McNowan, Lachine. ...,.,,, «
Mrs. E. Smith, do. 185354,
Mrs. Moodie, Farlow, County Derry,
Treland,.......... tesetes . 1854,
Neil McVane, Perth,........ 1853-54,
Miss Gunn, Edinburgh,....... .1854,

Rev. John Tawse, King, § copies, 1853,
Miss Brown, Waterdown, 50-51-52-53,
Hugh Creen,  do. 1853,
John Cockburn, do, 1854,
Mrs. Mary Marshall, Nelson,...,,
Miss M. A. Miller, do. ..., «
George Brown, Richmond, C. W, 1854,
Donald McFarlane, Ashton,C. W,

2 COPIeR,.vonrsrasteneeiisy
Alex. Primrose, Halifax, N. 8,,.., «
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Wm. Grant, junior, Halifax, N. S. 1854.

‘Wm. A. Hesson, do.

Wm. D. Cutlip, do. “
Charles Fletcher, do. “
Archibald Scott, do. “

John Grant, Sutherland River,
New Glasgow, Picton, N. 8.,

Wm, McDonald, New Glasgow,

Miss Margaret McLeod, Middle
River, Albion Mines, Pictou,

csesenceacoren o

John McKay, Lime Rock, West

River, Pictou, N.S,......... “
Rev. Thomas Fraser, Lanark,... «
Rev. D. Evans, Kitley, C. W.,1844-45,
Henry Glass, Port Sarnia, 4 copies *
Rev. Thomas Scott, West Wil-

Jiamsburgh,.......... cessses ¥
David Jobnston, North Williams-
burgh,. ..ooviiiiiiiiiiins

Professor James George, Queen’s
College, Kingston, 2 copies,... “
W. B. Sorley, Belleville, 1854-55, “
James Galloway, Uxbridge,.....1855,
William Kydd, do.  .....1854,
Mrs. Brown, do. .....1853,
Mrs. Lambie, Whitby,.........1854,
James Burns, do “
Rev. George Macdonnell, Nelson, *

John Gordon, do «“
Andrew Cairns, do “
T. Cooper, do 1853-54
Neil Johnston, do 1864,

John Bremner, Waterdown,. .1858-54,
John Marshall, Palermo,.......1854,
Duncan Chisholm, Oakville,s.... “

James Johnston, Stouffville,....1854,
Hon. Thos. McKay, Bytown,..52-53-54,

Edward Malloch, do. ....1854,
John Mackinnon, do. ..1862-58,
Wm. Stewart, do. ....18r4,
Robison Lyons, do. .... ®

Wm. S. Read, do. ..1851-52,
Nathaniel Burwash, do. ....1334,
Daniel Scott, do, ... ¢

Robert Kenley, do. .... ©

Fdward McGillivray, do. .... *

Wm. Clegg, do. ....1853,
James Wilson, do. ....1854,
Donald McArthur, do. ..185354,
James Stevenson, do. ..1853-64,
Miss Fraser, do. ....1854,
Miss Durie, do. ..1853-54,
George Lang do. ..1853-54,
Daniel McLechlin, do. ....1858,
Mrs. Conpell, do. ..1853 64,
Mrs. Robert Blythe, do. ....1834,
Benjamin Gordon, do. ..1853-54,
Peter McLean, do. ....1854,

John L. Campbell,
John Leslie,

do. ....
do. ... *
James Peacock, do. .... *
Mrs. Inglis, do. ..1853-54,
John Thompson Napean. .,....1852-53,
‘Wm. Hamilton, Bytown..... ...1854,
Elliott & Hamilton, do. .... *
James Cunningham, do. .... «
Hugh McLachlin, do. .... “«
Wm. Addison, do. .... %

J. B, Read, do. .... ¢
Thos. McDonald, jun,, do. .... “
Peter McArthur, do. ... ¢
Alexander McLean, do. .,.. ¢
Miss Christie, do. ... “
Alexander Taylor, dJdo. .... “

Alexander Mowat, do, .... “
Mrs. Cameron, do. ... ¢
Jarnes Cook, do. .... ©
Peter Campbell, Napean,....... “
Janet Lilloquo, Bytown,........ *
Thomas McDonald, do  .......
Robert S. Read, do ....... “
Alexander Spence, do 2 copies,
David Burges, Belmont,.. . . ..1852-53,
Wm. Henderson, Moatreal,. . ...1854,
Rev. George Thomson, Renfrew, *
Peter McIntyre, do. .«

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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Robert Stuart, Renfrew,........1864, 0 2 6
Archibald Thomson, do. “ 0 2 6
Joseph Taylor, McNab,......... * 0 2 6
John Fisher, do.  ceenena. ¢ 0 2 6
W. H. DeLisle, Montreal,....... 1863, 0 2 6
Mr. Atkinson,  do. cereees 0 2 6
Wm. Gemmill, do. eeeens 0 2 6
Rev. H. Urqubart, Cornwall,....1864, 0 & 0
John Rowey, do. .... " 0 2 6
J. D. Thomson, do. ... © 0 2 6
M. McMartin, do. .... 0 2 6
Wm. Cline, do. .... ¢ 0 2 6
Mrs. Rattray, do. ... 0 2 6
W. Colquhoun, do. ....0¢ 0 2 6
Alex, McCracken, do. .... % 0 2 6
John Craig, do. ... ¢ 0 2 6
Dr. Campbell, Montreal,........1858, 0 2 6

PRIZES TO STUDENT3 OF THEOLOGY,
BY ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, MONTREAL.
WO Prizes of £25 each will be given to the
two competitors of the highest merit, com-
mencing their second year of Theology at Queen’s
College in Nov., 1864.

The examination will extend over all the
branches of learning in which Students of their
standing should have made proficiency.

Farther, the Competitors will be required to
give in Essays on the following subjects:—

1st Essay. The Learning required for a Chris-
tian Minister.

2ndjEssay.The Habits of Characte rrequired for
the Christian Ministry, as a Divine Voecation,

These Essays tobe given in to the Principal of
Queen’s College, or to the Rev. Dr. Magfiar, on
or before the 10th day of October next.

Montreal, 24th Feb., 1834.
JUST RECELVED,

PART L
CHAMBERSS JOURNAL

POPULAR LITERATURE, SCIEVICE AWMD ARTS.

HIS Periodical resembles, in its external form,
L the Second Seriesof CHAMBERS’s EDINBURGH
JoURNAL, but exhibits new and very inleresting
features. The first is a new Romance of Modern
Life from the pen of Leitch Ritchie, Esq., entitled
Weary Foot Common,

Which will be continued in_weekly Chapters till
completed ; also, & Monthly Review of, the

Library and Studio,

in addition to the Monthly Record still more and
carefully drawn up than formerly, of the

Progress of Science and Arts.
Among expected contributions of importance, may
be mentioned a series of Articles on

Things as they are in America,

By William Chambers,
who has made a Tour of the United States and
Canada, for the purpose of personal inquiry and
observation.
Issued in Monthly Parts, at 10s. per annum.
Covers for ditto, 4s. 6d. do
Orders may be given to all Booksellers throughout
the Province.
HEW RAMSAY.
February, 1854,

The Presbpterian
Is published for the Lay Association by John
Lovell, at his office, St. Nicholas Street, Montreal.
All communications, and letters enclosing re-
mittances to the Presbyterian, to be addressed
(Post-paid) to “ The Editor of the Presbyterian,
Montreal.”
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