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CHRISTIAYN BANNER,

$1fany man epeak, fet him speak as the oracles of God.”
*“This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”’

I
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i
|
|

—

! VOL. VIIL. COBOURG, APRIL, 1854 NO. L
[N —— B
; CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE GRAND RIVER ASSOCIATION.

This document, kindly sent to our office, we had almest forgetion.
)1 It has laia among o pile of unreviewed papers and pamphlety for
" months. DBut we mustlet it speak and speak of it though at a late
* day ; for neither our Baptist brethren nor the Disciples will be onc .
iota the worse by reason of comparing cach other's views in referevve 4
to the general seape of this denominational epistle. i

Beyond the fact what this Letter is honored by an Association of
over two thousand Baptists, or that it utters the mind of some twenty
il or thirty thousand Baptists in Canada, there is nothing in or ahout
it claiming particular attention. The writer—Mr. BE. Clarke of St
George~has given ue neither literature ner theology, neither theory
nor practics -very atiractive or important.

Uis first, paragraph is clear and pointed:

In this epistle we ask your attention 1o the subjeet of ¢ The Unuty
of the Spirit. And as there is, at the present time, much said about ',
* Union” and ¢ Unity ;" Spirit” and“ Spirits,” it .0ay not be amiss N
for us to define, what Spirit it is, the unity of which we are about to .|
speak ; and especially as we are commanded, to try the Spirits ¢ know-
ing many false prophets have gone out into the world,” I John.

All this ig teue, and the following also: s

The attributes and actions of a person, are ascribed to the Holy
Ghost. Let us simply refer to a few of them, as they are tos conclu-
sive to need many comments. The Spirit is said to speak. “ He .
shall not speak of himself,” John xvi 13. ¢ Then the 8pirit aaid -
; toPeter)”” Acts x 19. “ The Spirit said to Philip,” Acts. viii. 29.

* To knosw, 1st Cor ii, 10 11. * The Spirit searcheth all things, even
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of 8 man

rave the Spirit of man whieh isin him 2 Even so the things of God
kuvoweth no one bui the Spir't of God.”

i
! Quite au effort is then made to prove what few have the hardihood .
i
{
i

X

to deny, that the Spirit is more than mere power or & mera attribute, :
. ooncluding with this sentense,—* That the Holy Ghost is netan aisri.

‘bute of God, nor the powar of God, is proved by the language of Peter, 1[
5 - ‘

_ -




88 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

Acts 3/ Why hath satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Ghest.”
Friend Clarke carries his pointwith a vengeance when he testifies that
the Holy Spirit-is not the power of God because the Spirit is mere |
" thun mere power. Elder Clarke’s lady is not the power of Elder !
Clarke to convey a message of good-will to a suffering neighbor
because.she is more than that power!! What theological nonsense |
some good men will speak to rivet a favorite dogma upen the minds
" of theiradherents. Yet, we endorse the Elder's sentiment, if we
* understand it, thas the Spirit is more than mere power.

Again, says-the author of the cireular Letter—

That the Haly Ghost is distinct from the letter of the word, is evi- |
dent from.the fact, that he inspired holy men of old to write it, and |
', was beforeit; “ holy men of old spake as they were moved by the |
Holy Ghost,” 2 Peter . 21. T6 admit this, would be tantameunt to say, |
that the letter of the word moved holy men of old to write the letter |
of the word, and thereby sanction the self-contradiction, that while as
yet there was no letter of the word, the letter .of the word directed
holy men to write the letter of the word, that is,-to write itself while
it did not exist. No marvel, that those who maintain this sentiment,
should fly to eutward forms for salvation, denying the.independent
quickening of the Hely Spirit and give the praise of their salvation
to the letter of the word and to water, holding baptism to be regenerax
tion.

' O Elder Ciarke, Elder Clarke} ¢ The letter of the word"—the
i+ letter of the letter—the word of the word ! The Scotsman’s meta !
iy physics must have been imported into Canada, and a full supply been
.{ received at St. George. In the midst of this clumsy orthodoxy, bow |
'} ever, there are glimmerings of genuine light and sober truth. The |.
ij word of God did not write itself. Itis the divine word of the Divine
"t Spirit. The Holy Spirit moved holy men's lips and holy men’s pens, .
:! and.their sayings when recorded, and their documents and epistie.
. form.what.is inspiredly as well as pre-eminently called ¥ the word’y
—&c language of the Holy Spirit. . g
To say that M¥ Clarkeis Mr. Clarke's Letter, or to say that this ;
Letter wrote his Letter,-would be something liké a lunatic’s whim; i
't and yet, if anything could.be more whimsically absurd, it would be i
the affirmation that the word is the author: of the word. With the |.
Elder therefore.we add; “-No marvel thdt thoze who maintain this .,
seatiment should fly to.outward forms for salvation,” or fly any and
everywhere but to the arms of Jesus the Luard of Life.
. Bat ourfriend Clarké hasat length arrived atisomething which is ‘
a.scrious and <apital ‘ground of difference betweenthe- Baptists and ||
those who cannot fiud such 2 title for the Lord’s peoplé in:. the creed }}
. of Christ.. ¢ T¥e.independent quickening of :the Holy.Spirit;* a3 g{ .
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|
i taught by Messrs, Clarke, Smith, Davidson, Cleghorn and others, .
is a traditionary quickening—a delusion as palpable as the conceits™!:
l of modern spirit-rapping. According to all our authoritative testi-
i mony, the testimony of heaven, we cannot say that the Holy Spirit sver
entered into a sinner, independently of the word, to quicker him. It
© Elder Clarke has seen, or heard, or knows of, an instance, we trust he
will produce it. In the whole catalogue of miracles, signs,” wonders,
i and powers brought to view, displayed, and illustrated in the volume
Il of God’s truth, we have never yet discovered suth a casc; and if the
!l age of miracles came, and continued,” and passed away, without
one such instance, is it hot too late tolook for such a dovelopement
in this generation of theological counterfeits ?
. Now, Elder, do not turn round and teil something for the editor
! that he never said, nor peddle a doctrive among Baptists for the
| Disciples that the Disciples do not believe. There is no dispute about
the existence of the Spirit. There is no disagreement regarding
the fact thatthe Spirit exerts quickening power. Set these two thing®
down as - settled, Mr. Clarke. Bat you may telt every man in
Capada, and preach it in your scrmons,and writ€ it in your corres-
pondence, that the Disciples hold and teach’ that the living Spirit
addresses; converts, and sanctifies men by or thirough its own instrument -
the word of its own ufterance. Justasa Baptist Elder influentes his
hearers, not independently of his distourse, so the Holy Spirit pleads
with meu, enlightens nien; converts men, edifies men, sanctifies men i
by the matrumentﬂl@ furnished by the Holy Spirit. Referring to |!
the past. the apostle who preached in Thessalonica,'says to the -saints
there,  When you reccived the word of God, you received it not.as
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effect-
ually workéth in you that beliéve;” 1 Thess. ii. 13. This was- an
effectual call and an effectual work b) the word of God !—but not by
thewword alone, for Paul was not versed in the mystery of abstract
word or abstract Spirit ; and therefore he is free tosay in the same
inspired letter, “ you became followers of the Lord, having received |
the word: . mth Joy of the Hulyi Spirit.” 1 Thecs i. 6. Do you
understand the faithful Payl, ‘BlderClarke 2 He was a stczple’
His'views-on the operation of the Spmt were sound and wholesome
—divinely orthodox ! !

Quiet your nervey, Ll&er while our spirit influences you by our
word in'relationto’ thiose who™ give the praise oftheir salvatlon to the
letterof thie word and to witer, holdm«r baptidm to be ‘regeneration.” |
What 2n ignorant as well as u{pxous people must that p-eople be whe
| praise’thé lette of the word—axp PRAISE Water!!! We did think

| (oot gt bt

{
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that we were somewhat posted up in reference to the various denomi-
nations in Canada and Amerina, but it appears there is one sort of
roligionists with whom we Lave yet to become acquainted. Will friend
Clarke tell us who they are, where they are, and how to get an
introduction to them 2 It would gratify curiosity, if it would not be
edifying, to learn in full the sentiments, habits, and practise of such a
people. One thing is sure, that whoever and whercvew they are, thay
know little about the God of ihe Holy Seriptures, the grace of the
Lord Jesus, or the light and life of the Spirit.

True, indeed, the Disciples have been variously and persistently °

charged with holding the doctrine of baptismal regeneration; and
the Elder ought to know, if he docs not, that the Baptists have been
charged move thanten thousand and one times with making too much
of baptism, finding their salvation in water, and making a plunge in
a river or Jake a passport to beaven. O yes,friend Clarke knows the

weakness of these charges against Baptists coming from a stout Wes- &

leyan or a seldierly Presbyterian, armed with old traditions, when
pressed hard to sustain himaelf by the authority of the inspired Book,
1t is however very convenient for the Elder tostep over to the side
of the cavillers, and fire a shot at'those who are not Regular Baptists,
using the armour of the Pedos against the Baptists!

To regenerate 2 man is to new ereate him. The Father, the Son,
the Bpirit, the apostles, the gospel, the knowledge of the truth, faith,
repentance, obedience in baptism, effect this new ereation ; and what
the suthority of high heaven has linked together it is not wise in ey
Elder, Clergyman, Priest, Cardinal or Popo te separate. Baptism is
mot regeneration—repentance is not regeneration~—faith is net regen-
eration—knowledge is not regoneration— ang certginly no gane man
would transform the Father, Son, and Spirit inte regencration. But
the Father, the Sca, and the Holy Spirit, throngh the apostles, their

gospel, and the knowledge of it, by faith in the Lord, repentance ;

unto life, and baptism into Christ, are the dirinely apppinted means
of the goul-cheering and roul-saving change we call the new creation.
The whole centres in Jesus : for he s Lord and Head of the universe,
Tho Father speaks of, for, snd by him ; the Spirit pleads for and
illastrates him ; the apostles are his servants to do his will ; the gos-
pel is the message by which they develope him ; that message learned
is the knowledge of him ; faith takes hold of him ; repentance dissol-
ves the connexion between the sinner and sin as respects the love of
is, and henceforth he clings to Jesus ; and “ as many as aro baptized

into Christ put oo Chriat."—This New Testament heresy at this day

T TN e e
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| is awful, no doubt ; but if Elder Clarke will now accept of our com-
i pliments we shall take our leave of him.

Weare happy in knowing that thero are hundreds of intelligent
i Baptists in the province who are wiser, more candid, and honorable
I" than their Elders. They att-our brethren and we love them. We
I donot hate the Clarkes, the’ Davidsons, the Cleghorns, the Smiths :
)| but it scems that they « will not eome to the light lest their deeds
sheuld be:reproved.” t

D. 0.
MR. WALKER ON SPIRITUAL UNION. :

_ Brar Mr. Orwnaxr: Sig :—The eighteon facts adduced by me -
., {in the September Number] were not intended to build up a theory
.- or system, neither do they make up myv ereed ; but, ouly, as objec-
f; tions to J * * *'5 Plea of Union.” You cemplain of the knotiuess:
of my catalogue of questions. I was not aware of their being so unti}
the spider caught hold of their opposite threads, and tied them up
into a nice cobweb to catch the poor fly. On the word ¢ visibh”
L which you use as * Ilercules’ club,’ I predicate pothing. You do |
1 not admit that the world is Christ’s kingdom. Will you adm# that .
it Jesus said, * at the end of the world, the Son of man will seifd forth
ji Hisangels, and they shall gather out of His kingdentail things that
" offend,and thew which do iniquity 2 I-opine Simon the sorcerer, De-
' mas, Hymeneus and Philetus, thoegh subjécts of Christ's kingdom by
;i baptism, were not members of his spiritual body. .
i, When weraad ofzde Chureliin the singular, without relation to
. place, I understand by it the whele body of true believers. But I .
do not profess nictaphysies. There is one Body, and one Spirit, and .
every member cf that one Body is baptized by that one Spirit into
that one Bady. There are now diverse Spirits baptizing into diverse
‘I Bodies,  TheBiviae Sheplerd will soon wrest this power from their
hands, and deliver his Sheep and gather them into one fold ; then
they <hzll beecome one flock and one Shepherd who shall lead. feed,
" protect and save them ; yea, he will baptize them with the Spirit,
and the Boivit will baptize them iuto Christ’s one Body. Do you say
this is au assumption ? ’
John Baptist tauglit me to distinguish between water baptism and

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. o !
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;i that of the Spivit aad of Christ. Johu says, = 1 indeed baptize you ’

.+ With water unto repentance, but Ie who cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear.  Ile shall baptize you
It with the loly Spirit and with fire,” Matt. iii. 11 I indeed have

¢ laptized vou with water, but Ie shall baptize you with the Holy '

Spirit,” Mark i, 8+ John answered, saying unto them} I indeed -
-baptize you with water, bus one mighticr than I cometh,, the latchet
of whose shoes [ amwet werthy to unloose; le shall baptize you
- with the 1Ioly Spirit; and with fire,” Luke iii. 16. “ John said, He
. who sent me to baptize with water, the same said untome, upon whom
thou shals sec the Bpivit descending-and remaining, the same is He
w Who baptizeth with the Tloly Spirit? Johni. 33. Now hare sis tho

—
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testimony of four inspired witnesses. besides a visible token from
heaven that Jesus was to baptize with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.
Some say all this was fulfilled on the day of pentecost. True, it was,
There was a visible demounstration of that divine energy with which
His disciples were endowed, by which they spoke one language, so
that people of fifteen different languages understood them. But
though those visible tongues of fire have never again been witnessed,
the power signified still remains.

‘The baptism of John was from heaven; it commenced near the

ond of the Jewish dispensation. Like aswitch, this water baptism,
with certain modifications, was commanded to be observed by the Su-
preme Lord of heaven and.earth. It was to run on a certain way, in
the gospel dispensation,and then stop ; o connecting link, to wind
up the old and introduce the new dispensation. What bold assump-
tion ! Well, let us look atyour five fatal points. The first seems
the most potent. If it ean be shownaotto be permanent nor sthtion-
ary, but like a comet receding towards ifs aphelion, the other four
like the tail must follow in the train.

% 1st. That the Saviour .commjssionad His apostles to preach the !
gospel to aZ nations, which gospel they were to begin preachingat
Jerusalem.”

Of the twelve, Peter is the principal actor on the page of truth,
and it is written that the gospel of the circumeision was committed

i
)

unto Peter. We read also, * That Jesus Christ was a minister of
the circumeision for the truth of God, to confirm the prowmise made to !

the fathers’ Rom. xv. 8. At that time the Jewishworship was known
inmany nations of the world, as on the day of pentecost we find Jews
and proselytes attending at the temple. Wkhen we consider the com- ,
plicated ritua) of the Jews, and they are togive all up, and receive a
new dispensation, would it not be reasonable to expeet that 2 commis-
sion to such a people would contain something in it peeuliar to such
a people, at sueh 2 time ? Now, I assert that the gosj.cl was preached
ta all nations within the period of sixty years, from the time the eon-
mission was given. And I will call upon three inspived witnesses to

prove it. What say you Matthew? "+ This Gospel of the kingdom ..
shall be preached inall the world for a witness to all nations, and then

shall the end come,” ckap. xxiv. 14, What end, Matthew? - When'

ye shall se the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the -

propliet standing in the holy place.” Thatis, the Roman army up- «
turl their standavd in the temple and about to destioy the city and
pation of the Jews. Hut is it certain that the gospel was preached to |
all nations before the destruction of Jerusalem 2 “ Verily T say unto |

verse 16.  Mark do you testify the same things? Yes, sce chap. xiii |
10. ¢ The gospel must first ke published among all nations. Verily §
1 say ufito you this generation shall net pass till all these things be

i
you, this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled, |
i
¢

done.’ Paul, what do you say to this? The gospel was preached o |

every creature under heaven.  There was another peculiarity connee- |
ted with the original.commission. Certaln signs were to follow them i
that believed. Mark xvi 17. i

The Divine King of Zien has adapted his laws and dispensations i




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 93

to the capacity of his government, charters and laws are altered and
amended for the benefit of the community, unlike the laws of the
Medes and Persians that altered not.

What would you think of the skill of the lawyer who would assert,
that you must go back to the Charter of king John, and stand by every
article thereof whatever be altered, repealed, or added in the latest

. charter of the British constitution ? If there be an amendment to
i any act, would it be legal to negleet the amendment? ¥Trom the

premises before us, may we not infer that the original commission
was fulfilled in as far as it was peculiar to the Jews 2—to the apos-
tles #—and as it was introductory from the Jewish to the Christian
dispensation—from a carnal ritual to a spiritual worship? Then

we find a new apostle miraculously converted, and eommissioned, by

the same divine authority ; and this commission is recorded by in-

. spiration, first, negatively, and sccond. positivdly. The negative pro-
- position, * Lwas not seat to baptize,’—the positive, but was sent “lo
preach the gospel”  If Paul thus asserted that he was not sent to .

baptize, who, I ask, in the ninetoenth century can assert that he was
seut to baptize 2 Paul’s commission was simple—had no peculiari-
ties ; fitted for all nations ; and all ages. Qur apostle was also com-
missioned- to effect a union between Jews and Gentiles, Barbarians,
Scythians, bond and free. We would therefore expect to find him
baptizing for the sake of the Jews, as we find him circumeising for
their sakes. To effect this union see Paul our apostle with the Jew

in one hand and the Gentile in the other, lcading both up to father.

Abraham, the natural father of the Jew, in whom he gloried, and
the father ofall true believers, whether Jew or Gentile, and $o slay
the prejudice of the Jew, he shews him that his father in whom ke
boasted, was once a Gentile, and while in that state, was justified by
believing the promise of God, and received circumeision as a seal of
the righteousness of hisfaith. In his letter tothe Galatians he con-
centrates the broad principle of Christian union into one simple con-
tingent proposition. I yebe Christ's then are ye Abraham’s sued,
and heirs according to the promise. This agrees with John; to eon-
fess Christ and have the witness of the Spirit;—the confession of
Peter, ¢ I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”;
—and the testimony of the Lord, ¢ Upon this rock I will build my
chureh, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Thisis the
stone cut out of the mountain without hands, which is to break up all
other kingdoms, sects and parties.

Here, Mr. O., T have taken fort; I think I have stepped here on

the stones of divine truth. I submit those stepping stoues to your '

storms and floods. If they are only rotten stumps, sweep them away
that none may be deceived by them. I confess I was a little startled
when I heard of the fate of Paul's commission, but when I looked
into the mirror of truth I saw it, like its divine author, walking upon
the rolilng waves. I think, sir, I have now answered your questions
either directly or indirectly. As you concede to one baptism, and I
hlave~pvoved that Christ was to baptize with the Spirit, and the Spirit
baptizes into one Body, and Christ and the Spirit are one, until, sir,

_you can prove that the Spiritis to be removed from the church, T hold
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. come, and his ywife has made herself ready.”

)
1,
i

to the baptism of the Spirit as the one baptism. Infant sprinkling
and infant immorsion, I believe, have no better authority than, Thus !’
saith the Pope, the Pricst, the Bishop,.or the Doctor; therefore I have !
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given them up. © Are you ready? ¢ Are we ready,” Mr. O, to
throw down the middle wall 2 You sce the wall between the two com-
missions has vanished like dew before the sunbeams. I see no wall !
between any human heing on the green globe, but the contingent pro-
position of our apostle: “Ir yvou ne Curist’s, then are ye Anranan’s
serp and HEIRS ACCORDING ‘1o THE rroisE.”  Here is my hand, Mr.
Oliphant, on that condition. What do you think, siv, of the divine
name of Christ and his church? He and she shall be ealled, « The
Lord our righteousness,” and of Mr. . Fleming's word ‘christoeracy?
 Awake, awake, put on strengh, O Zion; put on thy beautiful gar-
ments, O Jerusalem, the holy city : for henceforth there shall no more
come unto you the uncircumeised and the unclean. Shake thyself
frem the dust, arise. and sit down O JerWealem: loose thysclf from
the bands of thy ncck, O captive daughter of Zion.” MHark! what
voice is that in the distance. Like that of a great multitude, like
that of many waters, and like that of many thunderings, ¢ saying,
Alleluia : for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honor to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is

Yours respectfully,
Cuas. WALKER.
Cuayaga. 13th Murch, 1854.

P. S. Philosophers for a long period viewed the earéh as the eentre
of attraction of mgtion, and of the solar system; but that has been
discovered to bo an error, the absurdity of which is now seen by every
intelligent mind who can view the sun as the centre and aninating
principle of the planctary system. How unlikely then, that the ma-
terialelement of water, in the human act of baptism, was ever intended
by Infinitc Wisdom as the centre of a spiritual union of all believers.

D. OLIPHANT TO MR- WALKER.
Brighton, 18th March, 1354.

_Mr. C. Warker: Pear Sie:—Your letter of the 13th came into
my hands last evening, being forwarded to this village where I remain
for & brief period. .

My present response will embrace only a few points—

1st. Your objectioms to our plea for union. The union pled for by
us.is & union upon “that which was taught by the apostles of the
Saviour, and received and practised by the primitive churches and
Christians.” To effect this, we sre busy at work attempting * to re-
cover the ancient, the original mcdel of faith and manuers.” Such
are the sentiments to which you objectedin your apistle published in
the Sept. Number of the Christian Banner of last year. After all the
objections, great and small, facts and not faets, it is now pleasing and

EETTINLT T -
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!
i encouraging to find friend Walker becoming so far a disciple as to be
'

L e e e D T

" Christ, viewing his subjects and his members as two sorts of people, :
© would you not carry out your theology still more perfectly by making
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looking into the divine ereed for a union basis! Success to you, Mr.
Walker, in this work.

2nd. It appears that you distinguish between Chriet's kingdom and
Christ's spiritual body. The Samaritan sorcere:, Demas, Philetus,
and others, were, you say, ¢ subjeots of Christ’s kingdom” but ¢ were
not members of Christ's spiritual body:” thus, the subjects of Chrisy
and the members of Christ are in your school twe elzsses of religion-
ists.  Please settle chis with master Paul, .. ho iztimates that® the
kingdo/ o' God [or kingdom of Christ]is rig! .cousness, peace, and
joy in the holy Spirit.” The phrase spiritual body, as applied to the
church of the Lord, is of Babylonian origin. It has been manufuc-
tured to make good your popular curicsity of a gpiritual union amid
visible disunion. The Book of God spzaks of tie kingdom of Christ:
It also speaks of the body of Christ. Christ's In kingdem wo have
Christ’s subjects, over whom Christ rules as the Prince of salvation;
the body of Christ is another figure, giving us a view of the same
cardinal things in a more endearing light, the members of Christ
beingthis body, and he thediead of the body. The same things are
likewise represented by a building or temple—the Lord’s people in
this case being living stenes and he the Lord or Master of the house.
If you continuc to separate the kingdom of Christ and the body of

a third class, represented by the living or lively stones?

Now do not run away, friend Walker, and affirm that I am com-
bating the idea of spirituality under the re’zn of the Redeemer, our
Lord and King. Everything from, or of, or by, or through, or in
Jesus Christ is spiritual. This, with me, isa vital point. While
the ¢ things of the flesh’ are of necessity fleshly, ¢the things of the
Spiri¢’ are necessarily spiritval. Not some things but all things
appertaining to Christ and his religion are spiritual. +* Understand-
st thou what thou readest” in this paragraph ?  And as youaffirm
that % Christ and the Spirit are ono,” the law of Christ on your own
principle must be the law of the Spirit !

3d. Though I put six stamps of reprobation on your new commis-
sien for Paul, doubled it up and sent it over Niagara to keep com-

{ pany with Sam Pateh, yousay you still see it on the surface, as valid

and trustworthy as ever. Perceiving that my honest friend Walker
did not got his cye on the marks of counterfeit found on said com-
miszion, I will pay my respects toit sgain. Here it will bein good

'
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order'to refer to my former specifications. When you assumed that
“ the commission of Paul differed from the other apostles,” for the
purpese of proving that we could net all be united visibly, I intimated
1st, That the Lord commissioned his apostles to PREACH THE GOSPEL
to a/ nations, the starting pointof this gospel preaching or cosrrL
To BE PREACHED having been particularly mentioned and appointed
—the city where the Jewish temple stood. :Hence, not onc apostle,
but the apostles were to preach the gospel ; and all the nations were
to have the same gospel which was first preached at Jerusalem. Now
a little lad of seven years of age can see that if you give Paul a new
commission he must preach anothergospel. And where willhe preach
it? Somewhere wherethere is not a nation (!) for the Jerusalem
gospel was to be preached to @l/nations!! 2nd. Peter preached
not only to Jews, but he .was the first to,preach the gospel to the
Gentiles. 3d. Paullaboured in the gospel among the Jews as well
as among, Gentiles. 4th. Gentile and Jewish converts acknowledged
the authority of apostles and elders at Jerusalem, in the adjustment
of a debate at Antioch. 5th. Pacl, while converting and teaching the
(rentiles, wrote letters to “ a/Zwho in every place call = pon the name
of Jesus Christ.” 6th. Even if your cemmission for .the apostle
Paul were sound and genuine, all: Gentiles ought tobeone !

And what does my good friend do with these six decp imprints:
whaich severally and collectively show that the new commission made
for Paulis a piousfraud ? -Simply .this,—~that one of the specifiea-
tions is barely noticed and repeated, and they are all supposed tc bs
obliterated because a magic wand is.shook over one of them !

Although T am under no necessity todo so,;I will give you still
more work tomaintain your fancied commission for the noble Paul,
secing that you contend so tenaciously to make him fill an office never
filled by any man. More than haif of the Aects is taken up with an
account of the journeyings, labours, and success of the apostlo Paul
as he works for the Lordas an apostle evangelist. The same sacred
writer who tells us how Simon surpamed Peter .preached and made
converts, alsoletsus into the secret of how the Geutile proclaimer
makes converts to the Lord. At Antioch, at Salamis, at Paphos, at
Perga, at Lystra, at Derbe, at Philippi, at Athens, and among other
places at Corinth, Paul the apostle is found laboring. When he goes
among the very people to whom he subsequently writes the letter
from which you quote, “ Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach,”
let us see what is done. Take care, friend Walker, the evangelist
Luke speaks the truth in telling how Paul inade converts at Corintb.
« Many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized.”
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The “ Rev.” Mr. Luke—what an unmannerly man ! He seems to
hint—nay, tellit right out—that the old Jerusalem. gospel is at Cor-
inth! What will be done, Mr. Walker, the same gospel appears to
"be preached among the Gentiles as among the Jews, and worse than |,
all, the believers are baptized. The “ Reverends” Messrs. Luke and
Paul make too much of baptism 1 { They baptize belicvers—whom
you consider- to be first baptized wiblfire ! |

4th. As you are pleased to lay much stress on Paul’s expression, ‘
. ¢ The Lord sent me not to baptize, allow me to assist you in giving |:
force to that sacred remark. You arecompelled to admit twor things |,
to begin with : that Paul did baptize, and that all his converts in |
Corinth were baptized. Please take special note of these two things,
for they are of some consequence inunderstanding the apostle. At |
Philippi, in Galatia, in Corinth and wherever the apostle labors, the |!
believers are baptized;some of them by Paulin person. Christ send- ,
ing him not to baptize does nos, itappears, keep him from baptizing, ||
nor prevent his converts from practically enjoying the privileges of I‘
the commission given by Jesus himself, “ He that believeth and is .
baptized.” Putting these things down as indisputable, let me now ’
ask and answer the question, What does the apostle mean by saying |,
(according to our common version) that the Lord sent him not to ad- ||
minister baptism, but to herald forth the gospel 2 My pen the more ||
readily enters upon this, and will treat it more fully, beeause you are '
in reality the mouthpiece of some five hundred theusand in Canada ||
on this subjeet. Every sprinkler in the land, whose practical creed ,1
only callsfora little instead of much water, 'has at his tongue's end !!
¢ Christ sent not Paul to baptize’ as a weapon to fight Paul himself
when he enforces baptism.

t The well known Hebrew style of speech ought 'te learn us some- |,
", thing relative to this passage; and Paul we must remember was a
‘| Hebrew of the Hebrews. The Abrahamic family had a very emphatic
" way of contrasting what was of less note with what was greater, the
| inferior with the superior. Take a single example from the Grest
", Teacher: * Labor not for the meat that porisheth,” says Jesus.
. What! does not the Liord permit a man tolabor for food that perishes |
', with the using 2 'Will Paul contradict him by saying, ¢ Be diligent
! in business”—? All is made plain when we pay attention to the
© Saviour’s mode of speech, for then we hear him saying to us, ¢ Labour
., not so much for the food which is of inferior worth as for the bread
‘I of eternal life'—a precept daily trinsgressed by almost all professors
1in the British provinces.

[ P
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Now let us go to Corinth where the apostle’s letter has come, from
which you quote. He had been there a year and a half as a pro-
claimer. Many Jéwg and Greeks had believed, and preciscly the

sawe number had heen baptized. But in the apostle’s subsequent

absence they get into a jangle, which originates in their earnal prefer-

crces for certain public men. “ There are contentions among you” !

writes the zealous Paul. “ I say this becausc each of you deelares,
‘Tam of Paul’ ‘I am of Apollos,” ‘I am of Peter; ‘I am of
Christ”” Then the apostle asks, ¢ Is Christ divided ”—again he

asks, ¢ Was Paul crucified for you 2'—and with solemn irony lLe asks, :

“ Were you Baptized in the name of Paul 7" Ilere ave three seventy-
six pounders thrown at their contentions. They bad reecived Christ,
and as he was not divided neither ought they to be divided ; they had
reccived Christ crucified not Paul erucificd, hence no man in Corinth

" should centre bhis faith in a preacher ; they had been baptized, but
© neb 1o any man’s ndme, and therefore there ought to be no conten-

* tions on account of personal preferences for those who administered |
+ it  No dispute in Corinth, my friend, respecting the ordinauce of :

- baptism—that is not the question at all.  Neither preachers nor their

pupils had learned in Paul’s time to question an ordinance of the

. Lord. Bul somein those days, as in these days, would estiinate

- their obedience in this respect according to their esteem for the ad- |
ministrator. Hence he intimates his gratitude te God, in view of the
quazrrels at Corinth about particular persons, that he had baptized

. none of them saving Crispus the old president of the synagogue who -

had too much knowledge to make a had use of his heing baptized by *

an apestle, and Gaias the preacher, and Stephanas and his family |

who “*addicted themselves to the ministry.”
And now says Paul, I know not whether I baptized any other -

for Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel”  As if
the apostie had said, ¢ Christ sent me to Corinth, and to every Gen-

i
i

tile city -where I have preached, not to be a valid administrator of
. baptism, nor indeed to occupy myself in administering this ordinaunce, '
but to preach him and prepare men for baptism.” In this, while he '

shows his superior work in fitting people for baptism, he at the same

time aims a death-blow at their fleshly contentions. Any disciple,ne

matter who—if not a eripple or physically weak—could wait upon
believers in giving them an introduction to the Lord’s family in the

baptismal ordinance; but to herald the gospel to Jews and Greeks, !
tn stand upon Mars' hill in Athens and present Jesason thecross and -

risen from the grave, to plead the Lord’s cause before philosophers,
crators, and learned cavillers of every name, and convince multitudes

‘1 tiiab Jesus is Chriss,—this was nos the work of a stripling.

lam iunclined $o favor she rendering of Pearos—semetines called
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Bishop Pearce—in speaking of the passage underreview. ¢For Christ
sent me not 8o much to baptize, as to preach the gospel.’ T refer to
this Doctor, not'because I need his help, but because he may be at
par value as a genuine theologist with some who may read this letter.

5th. The last item in your communication that my leisure will
allow me in the meantime to notice, is embrased in your postserips.
Your language is, “ How unlikely that the material element of water,
in the human act of baptism, was ever intended by Infinite wisdom,
as the centre of 2 spiritual union of all believers.” And I will

. at once add, ITow unlikely that my goed friend Walker will ever
" understand Christian union when he imagines that the Aisciples of
* the first eentury or the discipies of the nineteenth century ever enter-

.tained the idea that water, or baptism, or any act was or is the centre
of union. We are it is true fond of clear beautiful water in its place

—have no reason to be afraid of it, seeing that three-fifths of the
world is of this element : but we do not approve of a watery founda.
tion or a spongy centre for the Lord’s chosen and.dear people. It

would bo as illegal and profane to make the ¢lemerit of water a basis !
of union as it would be to make the clement of fire the foundation. !

The one would be * strange fire”—the other “ bitter water.”

‘But have you forgotien the statting point 2 The recovery of the :
original model of faith and manners: here is where you commenced ..

objecting. “Yet even primitive faith and obedience are our centre
only ina very subordinate sense. The apostles whe taught these

things are our centre in a higher acceptation of the term. Even they
are left behind—wo go farther toward the inner temple for the centre

- e love than the sayings and doings of the Twelve. A more sublime |
¢ eentre is found in the words and werks of Him who came “ not to be

'{ ministered wnto, but to minister.” But superior to all, the eentral |

P

point of the cenire comes directly from the Throne above, spoken not
by a_seraph but by the Father himself: « This is my Son, the Be-
loved,” In all this, my dear sir, ther2 is a sublimity higher, richer,
wrander than the wheels of the prophet Bzekiel. The old pattern of

the things to helieve and the things to dois to be sought, becanse .

.| thereis hoth salvation apd union by this pattern; we are thus led

to behold the apostles in the position they hold as teachers of the
nations ; from them we obtain  the knowledge of him who calls us
to glory aud virtue;” and He around whom we are to rally as eur
Life, our Lawgiver, our Leader, our Love, is introduced to us and
is proclaimed to us by the lips of Jehovah from the Royal Palace in
the heavens. And he who hears and honors what has descended from
heaven will eventually be invited to a seat inheaven.
But I must not forget to say that the Lord Jesus Christ is spiritual
—that the message of his mercy is spiritual—that faith in the Lord
through his gospel is spiritual-—that gospel repentance is spiritnal—
that baptism in the name of the Lordis spiritual. Lot me illustrate.
The table of tho Lord does not furnish a bread and wine supper—ne
—it is theLord’s supper, a spiritual feast. So baptism in water 18 nct
water baptism, but it is Christian baptism, by the authority of the
Lord, and this makes it spiritual : for it would be impossible to eox-
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" all men that you are of Christ and belong to Christ.

i

!

i
(-

|« T think there was not” she replied. ~ “ And do you believe that cat- |!
' ing fruit washes away holiness?”’ # O no—it was Adam’s disobedi- ;!
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ceive of a law, precept, ordinance, or promise from our spiritual Lord
but what was also spiritual. And as it respects the power, value, or
use of bapbism, permit me to convey to you a wholesome lesson by
a circumstance related to me this winter by an evangelist. e was |
riding one day in a publioc conveyanee, when one of the passengers, a
sensible aged lady, became very free in conversation. In their reli-
gious interview, the lady asked the evangelist if he believed that water
could washaway sins. He said that he would answer the question
provided she would first answer one or two queries from him, to
which she assented. ¢ Madame, do you believe that Adam was holy
in Paradise 2" © Yes” was the response. “ Do you believe that
there was any holiness left after he partook of the forbidden fruit ?” |

ence” wos the lady’s reply. ¢ Exactly,” responded the evangelist,
‘it was eating fruit in disobedience to God that destroyed his purity,
and it is our-obedience to-Christ that makesus pure in bim.”

This sets forth in a clear light the principle for which we contend,
not only in one item, but in all things wherein isfound the Lord's au-’
thority. To ascertain in all humility the authority of heaven, and
meekly and promptly te yield to it, are of more value in heaven’s
sight thana million volumes of reasoning about material elements
and the merit of human acts. ¢ To obey 1s better than sacrifice” said
the loyal Samuel'to the rebellious Saul. The disciples, in strenuously
urging this principle, are not understood ; but the time hastens when
we shall be fully and joyfully apprehended.

Keep entirely cool, friend Walker,and take better aim before you
again fire. It seemstome that your fire-arms are either somewhat
twisted out’of straight or otherwise you do not take good sight. Prove
all things, and keep a fist hold of what proves to be good.—Wishing
you health and happiness,

I am, Yourstruly,

D. Ouirnanr.

P. S.—Your hand'is accepted, according to your offer, upon the
condition specified—that you are Christ’s. Of course you will have
no objections to show tlie ground you have whereby you dewelope to i

DO |

BIBLE UNION MERTING NEAR NORVAL:

The readers of the Banner will remember that a meeting of the
advocates of a pure version of the Bible was announced in the January
Number. A meeting was held agreeably toappointment, and brother !
Menzies, secretary of ‘the meeting, has forwarded an account of what i
was transacted. The following is the substance of our brother's
report :— .

At 2 meeting convened in the Disciples’ Meeting House, Esquesing,

on the 24th Feb:, 1854, for the purpose of forming a Bible Union |
Angxiliary to the American Bible Union, brother James Black was {{




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 10t

} chosen €hairman and brother James Menzies Secretary. After
’ prayer, the following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved that a committee be appointed to prepare resolutions and
! to draft a constitution to lay before the meeting. and that one brother
! from each church represented compose said committec.

! —That the committee to draft resolutions &c. meet as soon as pos-
1 sible after the present adjournment

Meeting adjourned till 7 o'clock, evening.

I Delcgates meet according to adjournment, when it was—

i Resolved, that we asthose who love and revere the word of Gol,
i are fully convinced that it is the will of our beavenly Father that the
'l Revelation he has given in his word should be fully and correctly
" communicated to all pations in their respective languages.

" —That the object of the American Bible Union  to give 2 faith-
~ ful trapslation of the word of God in all languages,” and especially
. in the English language, s @ most importani object, and that it is
i our duty as Disciples of Christ to give it our countenance and pecu-
- piary aid. .

-jThat in order to co-operate more efficiently with the Parent
" Society, the delegates from the various churches form themselves
j into an Auxiliary Society.

Saturday 25th, 10 o'clock—delegates meet agreeably to adjourn-
ment, after which the following constitution was adopted :
| CoNSTITUTION.
it ArticLe I. This Society shall be called the Bible Upion of the
gi§ciples of Christ in Capada, Auxiliary to the American Bible

nion.

' II. The objest of this Union shall be to aid in procuring and cir-
i culating the most faithful versions of the sacred seriptures in all
languages.

III. Any congregation contributing to the funds- of this Union,
shall be entitled to send two of their number to the annual meeting
as members of the Union, and any individual lover of & pure version
of the scriptures net represented in any congregation s tnvited to
co-operate with this Sosiety.

IV. The business of this Union shall be conducted by a Board
consisting of a President, vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
ten Managers, seven of whom shall constitute a quorum for the
trausaction of business.

V. The secretary and Treasurer shall, at the annual meeling,
'l presont in detail arepert of all receipts and disbursements for the
¢ past year.. N

VI. The Union shall meet at the time and place previously
appointed, when the Board for the ensuing year shall be elected,
and such other business transacted as may best promote the objects
of the organization.

VII. The Board elected for the management of the affairs of this
Union shall meet within one month after their election, and then by
a}ijournment from time to time as business may require. The Pre-
sident shall have power to call either a special meeting of the Board
of Managers or of the members of the Union, at the request of six

Pk
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members of the Board, by giving suitable notice to the members of
the Board to attend the same, and at least three weecks notice to the
members of the Unien.

VIII. This constitution may be altered by two-thirds of the mem-
bers present at any annual meeting of the Union, provided only that
no alteration shall be made in the sccond article which defines the
objeet of the Union, without a unanimous vote and one year's pre-
vious notice.

Resolved, That for the.election of the Board and the {ransaction of

! other business, the first annual meeting of the Union shall be held at
Jordan on the 3d T'riday in June of the present year.

—That the following brethren do compose the Board of manage- ;;
ment until the meeting in June, viz : (1

James Black, Pretldent George Barclay, vice President ; Peter .
Laird, Treasurer ; James Menmes Scerctary ; and the Board of :.
Mamfrers Thos. C. Scott, Tazarus Parkinson, Wm. Bradt, Thos. '
Bmdt Aaron Overholt, Hu"h MedIillen, J. A<h James Morton, R !
Royce and Charles Lister.

Resolved, that the members of the Union now present shall within. |!
two months from March Ist, transmit to the Sceretary of the Board |
%xe amount of fonds cach church may provide for the object of the '

nion. i

~-That the Secrctary send to the Sceretary of the American Bible !
Uniom a copy of the constitution adopted and the resolutions passed at |
this meeting, requesting him to forward all the infoi.aation caleulat-
cd to promote the obje s of the Union.

—That the President draw up an address to the churches in refe-
rence to the objects of the Union to be published along with the
procecdings of this meeting in the Christian Banner,

Board adjourned to meet in Jordan the third Friday in June
| next, at the hour of 2 o’clock, . M.

T T T T T -

Jas. Brack, President.
Jas. Moxzies, Seeretary.

DEACON S*-ELDERS---DVANGELIST S.

ArricLE Finst,

"The first officers appointed in the Christian church after its estab-
-, lishment were deacons.  The office ot thattime was divinely impor-
' tant; but since that time the office and the officer have been unfortup-
ately lost. The word deacsn is sometimes found on pa ex and in i
;i Print, and twe someiimes mect with persons styled deacons ; and here
iy and there, Jike a solitary star, we may £nd & seriptural and therefore
a real de'tcon but still it is like finding primitive churches in the
dark ages, or like raceting with green and fertile spots in the qa,ndy ;;
!’ wastes of Al"lblu '
| But ‘what could induce Paul, who saw everything with jnspired | I
1| ¢yes, to aﬂirm that « they that have used the offico of & deacon well | 2.
i purchase to themselves a good degreo, and groat boldness in the faith |

{ which isin Christ Jesus 2 This language means somethmg Paul l}
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“had his eye upon a great work ; “and that work well executed, when

" employing these words.

And the aposties did not speak idly when they said to the congre-

_ gation at Jerusalem, “ Look you out among you seven men, of honest
report, full of the IToly Spirit and wisdom, whom we way appoint over

this business.”
« But we” say the apostles ¢ will give ourselves eontinually to

.| prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” Divine arrangement ! No
‘| more funds are to be brought and laid at the apostles’ feet—no
© more moncy accruing fiom the sale of possessions is to be at their
‘| command by way of official superintendence ; but ¢ scparate scrvice
is appointed—a cLufeh treasury is ordained and treasurers chosen—

and the apostles, thus free from religious financials, give themselves

- wholly to prayer and the ministry of the word.

The fact that these finanee officers were to be full of wisdom, and |

the fact that the apostles were henceforth to apply themselves undivid-
edly to the ministry, very deeidedly indicate that the whole maunage

a treasury such as it had—ecalled for wisdon.. Aaud the treasury of
the brethren at Ephesus demanded wise as well as faithful men to
manage i, for a good dégrec and great boldness in the faith legiti-
mately grew out of attending to the duties therewith connceted.

But the protestant popedoin, with well learned lessons from the old
Mistress, braces up its clerical stubbornness against such a deacon-
ship. The three grand departments of service by deacons, elders, and

terials elaim the privilege of ordering all things as scemeth to them
geod. We need not refer to papalism where the chief treasury is in
the palace at Rome ; we need not point to the episcopal establishment
where we will find the trcasury in the safe-keeping of the sovercign

Assembly where the Presbyterian Doctors keep the control of the de-
to Wesleyanisin : but look at the morc independent and liberal bodies
—ikc evangelical Congregationalisis, our good friends the Baptists,

or leting loose a spirit of erimination? Not at all. We mean sim-

ment of the liberality of the congregation was with the deacons. An |
: honest spiritval man, not very wise, could fill a hungry man's mouth
! with bread, or could earry a message of loving kindness and a little |
medicine toa sick man’s couch ; but the superintendence of a chureh .
treasury—d church such as then existed in tlie great Jewish city, and

evangelists are juibled into ruins, and a rew race of factotumn minis-

and the executive council ; we need not go to the good old Scotch .

noniinational fund ; we need not take a peep into the coffers of the .
Con{erence and examine the treasury formed and fashioned according

and, not to offend any oue, the Disciples also. Are we fault-finding, !

PREt— 5
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ply to 'zﬂ’um that v ateyer Worbh or bcnnﬁt there may be in an eccle-
siastical counc!l assembly of divines, a conference, an association,
or church couvocation, provincial or state meetings, the Lord has not
put his treasury in any such place to be managed in any such way.
We scek indeed to elevate the office of deacon which has been tram-
; pled into the dust and crushed out of existence. A scriptural dea-
i con, is, we believe, a noble officer—an efficient fellow-helper in carry-
" ing out the mission of the church. We assume that the apostles knew
how to organize churches ; and that they by authority of the Lord
ordaincd that each church should have its treasury, and this treasury
watched over, kept, and managed by smen duly and wisely qualified
; for that purpose. ‘And do-we opposc. co-operation 1n thus contending ?
By no manner of means. " Co-operative effort is seriptural, and there-
| fore mo scriptural principle or practice would condemn or annul it.
| The deaconship of the New "Testament, instoad of thwarting co-opera-
| tion, would extend it, establish it, aud.carry it out in simple purity

and cffective power.
Some. madern Nicodemus -will ask, How ean these things be?

And we may answer by saying, That which is burn of the flesh is |i
' fleshly, and that which.is born of the:Spirit is spiritual. Let us placo |
" before us five, twenty, fifty, or a hundred churches of the saints of !
i the Lord-—men who.are. not half or one-quarter. converted, but wholly
| turned to the Lord Jesus, having given themselves to him, soul, mind |
!} and strength—wealth, talents, and influence. These churches are
i, scattered over a county—a province—a state—or anation. The poor
“* are to be provided for ; lacal laborers are to be remuncrated—Ilabours
out of the immediate cirele of the church are to be sustained. Every
church has the same duty. Every church has the same treasury. |
" Every. church has the.same class of officers called deacons. Eaeh i|
member of each church, according to ability, and for the Lord’s sake/ *
puts into the sacred treasury. It is the Lord's treasury, for the !
Lord’s people, to carry on the Lord’s business. No one contributes ;:
beeause Mr. A. is a popular preacher—no one withholds because Mr. |/
B. is not so well liked—mno special collection is made for poor sister
! C. who is. sick—no new fund_is raised for brother D. who cannot sup-
port himself. The hope of seeing one’s name in print or on some
new clhurch-book with-a large sum attached, or to have it sounded out
in the assembly or in private that such a one is very liberal, is not !
the motive for putting “ as the Lord has prospered” into this conse-
crated depository. But the Lord’s people act worthy of him ; and
every man gives his mite or bis tens or his hundreds or his thousands i
because he and all that he has belong to the Lord Jesus, realizing |
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. that the same authority that ordained the treasury also appointed
‘. competent officers to directits treasure.

!’ Lot us takea view of the practical working of this arrangement in
one dircetion—as it respeets the maintenance of evangelists, Iach
church is a spiritaal scheol, and among other things that this schoel
.. does, it ascertains and devclopes the gifts of the pupils The Lord
_ hasnever yet had too many men among the churches intellectually
. and spiritually qualified for the work of cvangelizing ; but when any
*" ono has by bis ability, judgment, piety, and zeal for the .heavenly
cause proved himself to be fitted for the self-sacrificing work, those
who realize his fitness according to the Lord’s directions, say to him,
¢ Bmother, the Lord Jesus has need of you as a general.Jaborer in his
vineyard ; are you willing to spend and be spent in the work of the
.Lord, entering uponit for life or while qualified for it ?—we promise
" you nothing better than laborers and sufferers in the same work have
" had in times past, but the hearts and hands of the true-hearted will
be with you.

The evangelist, with o soul big with the love of Christ, and with
his eye upon the Lord of Glory whose inheritanee on the earth was the
cross and the grave, responds, ¢ I am the Lord’s and am subject to
the Lord's people : I will labor and suffer; joy and sorrow, be honored
or despised with them.’ Two, ten,.or twenty such laborers, thus
i reared up and invited, enter upon their evangelical toils and trials;
;. and all the mewmbers of these five, twenty, fifty or a hundred churches,
J; with their bishops and deacous, in the county, provinee. state or natien,
" know that these two. ten, or twenty laborers are ordained for life to
i preach and teach the word of the Lord. Who will say thas the wis-
" dom of the Lord through his treasury in each church, and his wisdom
sbrough the deacons of each church, will fail to sustain, these work-
men.

True, this divine arrangement is for spiritual.men. There is not
enough pomp and carnal parade about it for worldly professors. It
will not suit ealeulating preachers who want to be up to the times in
' genteel outfit. It is not adapted to-the taste of part religious and
* part fashionable saints whe seek to move in fine trappings, and who
., ask, not only their names written in heaven, but trumpeted from Dan
", to Beersheba on the lips of popular applause. Wegrant all this;
" but still the Lord will finally honor those who scek to ascertain and
}} follow his divine medels.

I D. 0.
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¢ Mical iil. 124 T will cast you out of this land, into a land that you
- know not. neither you nor your fathers—"" Jer. xvi 13, and when we
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st
|
THE JEWS—THE PROMISES CONCERNING TIEH. i

That the outcasts of Isracl will be assembled, the dispersed of |
Judah gathered together from the four winds of heaven, and the !
ancient kingdom and throne of David restored to more than piestine
glory is tho burden of inspired prophets snd scribes through the
whole volume of revelation. ~ God has literally fulfilled all the judge-
meats he threatened to bring upon his peoplo Israel for their iniqui-
ties. The fearful denunciations he uttered threugh Moses, Isainh,
Jeremiahi and the other prophets he from timo ‘o timo sent to tarn
or to sauvethem, have been brought to pass, until at the present day
the Jews are dispersed amongall nations of the earth, a despised
and persceuted race. Their country is desolate, their cities have
been burned with fire, and their land strangers devour it in their
presence.  The judgments poured outupon Isracl ate facts, matters of
histery, patent to the world. It is alogical argument, that if God
has literally fulilled all his threats, so that to read thom is fo read
the history of what has transpired, he will as literally fulfil all his
promiscs, so that to read ziem, after they have been accomplished,
will be to read the history of the approaching age. That when he
says, ¢ Zion shall be ploughed asn field, Jerusalem shall become
heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high place of the forest.”

find Mont Zion converted into a wheat-field, every stonte of Jerusa-
lem overturned, so that in some places the modern eity is built upon
heaps 20 fect above the ancient - ground, and the mountain of the
house (mount Moriah) for many centuries tiie site of a Mahonredan
mosque—we are justified in expecting when he says,  They shall
buiid the old wastes. they shall raise up the former desolations, and
they shall repair thie wasts cities, the desolation of many generations.”
Isaiah lxv. 4. ¢ Iwill bring them again into the land that I gave
unto their fathers” Jer. xvi. [5—-that Jerusalem and all the waste
cities will be rebuilt, and the descendants of Abrabam restored fo their |!
beloved fartherland.  But this argument is unnecessary, a single |
reference o the thirty first of Jevemniah at the twaenty eéighth verse, |
shows that the blessings are to be as literal as the punishments. The
words are, # Like as I have watched ever them to pluck up, and to
break down, and to destroy, and to afiliet, so will I watch over them i

|

to build up and to plant, saith the Lord.”

About 984 years before the Christian g4, the Kingdom of Israel
was divijed ; ten tribes following Jereboam the son of Nebat and |
only adhering te the house of David. This breach was never healed. !
The ten tribes known as Isracl, maintained a separaie .national exi¢- |
tonce for more than three hundred years. until carred into captivity i
by Shalmanezer.king of Assyria. from which they bave not returned. |
The two tribes known as J udah. continued to be governed by primees
of David’s line till the Babylonish captivity. Seventy yearsafterwards
part of themn returned and eked out a precarious existence till Titus |
burned the tsmple,destroyed the city, and carrying away the inhabitsuts /|
sold them =5 slaves. Since that time, the holy eity has boen trodde= {l
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“down of the _Gentiles,.and her children scattered among the lxe;t_]xcE .

~apersecuted and degraded people. No scion of David’s family has i

li
h
i
Iy

* neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all ; nei-
* ther shall they defile themselves any move with their idols, nor with
their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions—DBut I

i Teturned outeasts being the bait which lures him and his army te

excrcised kingly authority since the Jereboam disruption and with |
the deposition of Zedekiah, departedl the last semblance of royalty. .
The whole family, with one exception, has long ago mixed with kin- |
dred dust. Ilas God eastoff his people? by no means—as surc as
they have been soattexed, so sure will they be gathered together—
« Thus saith the Lord God, I will take the children of Israel from
among the heathen whither they be gone, and will gather them on
every side, and bring them into their own land, and I will make '
them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel, and one .
king shall be king tothem all, and they shall be no more two nations,

will save them out of all their dwelling places wherein they have sinned
and will cleanse them, so shall they be my people, and I will be their
Grod, and David my servant shall be king over them, and they all shall
have one shepherd, they shall also walk in my judgements, and
observe my statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the land
which I have given to Jacob my servant, wherein yourfathers have
dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, even they and their .children’s
children for evor—and my servant David shall be their prinee for
ever, &e.” Lzk. xxxvii. 21. No language.can be more explicit than
this. Confirmed as it is by numerous prophesies as distinet and uneq-
uivoeal, wo are warranted in concluding, that the desceadants of Abra-
ham, scattered though they be, well yet be gathered into Canaan. the
land in which their fathers dwelt, and which God has promised to
give to Abraham for an evorlasting possession—that they will theve be
coustitutetl one nation, under the dominion of Jesus of Nazarcth
Jehoval’s anointed king. It will be real andtangible—the territory.
part of ‘Syria—the subjects, the sons and grandsons of the present
American, Buropean, Asiatic and African Jews—ithe king, the son of
Mary—and the princes and nobles. the twelve apostles, and those
who have obeyed the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The thirty eighth,and thirty ninth of Ezekiel contain an aceount
of the events immediately preceding and accompanying, the appearing
of the Messiah—the Gog (Clog means chicf, a leader,) of Mageg
comes up against the people of Israecl who have been brought back
from the sword, and gathered out of the nations. The riches of the

destruction. Thusit is evident that prior to the advent of Jesus Chuist
o rich and prosperous colony of Jews will people the land of Casear
—that they will believe that Jesus is the Christ, is however very
improbable—after the city has been taken, and half of the people |
carred into eaptivity “the Jord shall go forth and fight against thoso !
nations, ilie nations composing Gog's army as when he fought in the
day ofjbattle” Zech xiv. 2. « Pleading against him"—tho Gog—* with
pestilence and with blood ; and raising upon him,and upon his bands,
and upen the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain and .
great hailstones, fire and brimstone”—It is orly after the city hag
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t been delivered, by the destruction of Gog and five sixths of his army, °
I that the Jews will discover that their deliverer, the long expected |
! Messiah, is none other than the now despised JFesus. “They will o
1 mourn for him as one mourneth for hisonly son, and be in bitterness |
I for him as one is in bitterncss for his firstborn—this is more evident .,
"1 from the fact that all thie accounts of the great battle, and the subse-
! quent event, represent the putting away of the idols from the house
¢ of Israel, as the work of the deliverer. Thus Zecheriah says, ¢ In that
! day"—the day in which the inhabitants of Jerusalem are defended by
"+ the Lord of Hosts—* I will cut off the names of the idols out of the
+; land, and they shallno more be remembered, and I will cause the ;
i+ prophets and the unelean spirit to pass out of the land,” &e., chap. i,
i, xiii. 2. The existence uf images and unclean spirits are incompatible
+. with any thing like a general belief in the Messiahship of Jesus.
t  This gathering of a numerous and wealthy community of unbeliey- |
! ing Jews in the holy land, cannot ke accounted as the fulfilling of the (
i propheey already quoted from the thirty seventh chapter of Ezekiel. |
! The honor and glory of assembling the outcasts of Israel and gath- |
! ering together the dispersed of Judah; belong of right to the * Koot
i1 out of the stem of Jesse,”and the Branch # that has grown out of his |
{i Toots.”” The Jews are now dispersed among the: nations where they .,
:| are oppressed and afflicted, the command must go forth for ¢ the North .|
i| to give up and the South to keep not back,” before they canleave the | |
j! lands of their captivity. Nor will thiscommand be obeyed, while the | |
;| pewer of the Dragon prevails in the world. No human power can i
il subdue these proud and haughty tyrants who now hold the govern- ; I
; ments of the peoples, they must be subdued by divine power and-com- | §
i1 peled tolet Israel go. i B
I | Again, the solemn oath of Jehovah declares—¢ Thus- saith the ; B
ij Lord which giveth the sun for a light by day, and theordinunces ; &
of the moon and stars for a light by night, which divideth the | E
1 sea when the waves thereof roar; the Liord eof Hosts is his pame . @
{| —If theso:ordinances depart from before me saith the Lord) then | E
i| the seed of Abraham: shall ecase from being a natibn- before me
1| for ever. Thus saith the Lord, if heaven above can be measured f
and the foundations of the carth searched out from bencath, T will | J
il also cast off the seed of Tsrael for all that they have doue, szith the |
Lord,” Jer. xxxi. 35. 37. This oath comesinto effeet after the cap- |
tivity of Jacob's tents has been brought again and the-wicked have ', B
been punished with the whirlwind of she Lord, which will fall with ;i
painupon their heads. Showing that when once the nation is fully i
gathered into its own land it will remain there for ever. There will |
be no more casting off and scattering. i
Ezekiel's prophecies against Gog. chaps. xxxiii. and xxxix, Daniel’s
of the smiting of the image upon the feet, chap. iii,, and of Michael |
standing up for the children of his people, chap. xii. 1, Joel’s and i §
Zecheriah’s, of the destruction of the nations fighting against Jerusa- |
salem. chap. iii, and xii. and xiv., vespectively, are all so many ac-
counts of the same events resulting in the destruction of the Dragon f
power, which, since the days of Babylon's golden empire, has not ‘
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ceased to oppose the seed of Abrabam; and the resurrection of the
long suppressed kingdom of David with David II, “ the man whose
name is the Branch” reigning as Lord of hosts in mount Zion in Jeru-
salem and before his ancients gloriously.” The image seenby Nebu-
chadnezzar, in his dream of the latter days,is already in the course
of erection. At the present moment, the prince of Mesheck and Tu-
bal is invading the territory of the imdge’s eastern iron leg. The
head of the western leg, the holy Roman empire of Austria, is already
. his puppet. A fewmore years will see the gold, the silver, the brass,
; the irou, and the clay, united inte one grand empire, and its ew.pire,
i like the chief of the brazen coated Greeks, aiming at universal domin-
! ion. As a cloud to cever the land will he come up against the city
;i of the Great King. No human power can stem the torrentof the
|| mations. rushing like mighty waters. It will be a time of fearful
i tribulation, even the time of Jacob's trouble. At the eritieal moment
when the conqueror gets possession of the eity and carries away its
( inhabitants, the stope, rejected by the builders, descends, smiting the
{: image on the feet, bring it in fragments to the ‘ground. Then will
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the gold, be broken to
peices, or more correctly, ground to powder, and carried away as
'+ the chaff of the summer thrashing floor before the wind. + The stene
., in the mean time becoming a great mountain and filling the whole
.- earth. It is during this grinding process that “Zion's God,” “ the
.+ root of Jesse,” shall set up an ensign for the nat*ons, <nd shall dssem-
i ble the outeasts of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from
the four winds of the carth. The destruction of the Gentile powers
i~ will open up the north and the south, and enable the captive Jews
. to flock to the standard of the ¢ Lion of the tribe of Judah.” As
. their fathers were of old unlder Moses and Joshwa, so will the Jews
it of the rising generaiicu bo unacy the ¢ prophet like unto Moses”—
. the means of reducing them under the dominion of the king of kings.
. At the conclusion of the war, all the rebels haying been purged out
. of the eamp, a new eovenant will be made with the house of Judah
, and the house of Israel ; the soldiers of the king will enter into the
. rest prepared for them ; and after a lapse of nearly 3600 years will the
!, two houses of Israel bere-united into one kingdom ¢ In that day
shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit
i of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are acepted
" of Isracl ; and it shall come to pass that he thatis left in Zioh,and
i+ he that remaineth in Jerusalem shall be called holy, even every one
that is written among the living in Jerusalem.” -
: G L 8.

|
‘ Paris, C. W. Dec., 1853.

———

i 4*, There is some wheat in the preceding—some chess and some
x chaff. We have not leisure to separste them; and besides, it will
 be a pleasing task for every friend of divine history and’ divine pro-
i] phecy to make “a due use of the erdinary means” in Ending out
| for himself the erroncous and the reliable., - ﬁfg&;qﬁﬁ'gs however
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little more than an average degree of perception to see that our
good friend the wtiter is working around a new centre—a centre !
in the future instead of ¢ke centre in the past. b ’

. 0.

: For the Christian Banwer,
THE. SHILDREN OF ABRAHAM---BY- FLESH:AND BY RAITH.
North Ely; C. E., Novv. 27, 1833,
My Drir Brotuer ix Crrist: :
Ihave seen in the Christian Banrer, and mere particularly in !
the number for this month, a disposition to 6ok upon the subject of °
the “réeturn of the Jews,” as if we were plainly taught by the Ioly
Spirit that the patural deseendants-of Abrahaswere to return to the °
¢land of their fathers” and be “gathered from the countries,” &e.

Now it scems to me there is a‘degree of importanee attachedto'
this subject which ought not to be overlooked. T hope you will beat™
with me while I present my views,as I hope I do sincerely wish:to
know the truth ; and 1 also with pleasure give credit to my brother
of the Banner for like sincerity. I'allow thereis a: degree of ‘myste:- !
ry spread over the sacred pags where figures, symbols, andimetaphors
are used, and upon this subject where figurative language is-employed. '

Let us look at the Jew as he'is.  Ilc thinks he: believes in God;
! but doeshe? Letthe Saviout answer. © Everjrone that hath learned ¥
of the Father, cometh to me.” e thinks he believes in Abraham. *
* Abraham rejoiced to sce my day, and e suw it and was glad ” He ©
thinks he believes in Moses. *Ilad y¢ believed Moses ye would
have pelieved’ me, for he wrote of mec.” And so we sec the Jews
still, with a vague and darkened knowledze of God,and in possession -
of the prophecies, rejecting the counsel of God against themselves.

I have lately szen the Jewish statisties in the United States. They ©
boast of their numbers. the number of their synagogues, and that -
, even guite a number of Mn.ericans have emiraced their faith ; otill
. persisting in the soul-destroying sin of uubelief. Now if tho Jew bo
; restored because he isa Jew. where shall we find the warrant? In -
© the teachings of Christ? No. In the teachings of the- apostlés 2 @
No.  We are tanght that the Jew has had his day, and now.the Gen- -
tile has his. Romans xi. 7,9, 19, 11,23,290. -

We are taught by the Lord Josus that the Fews should be earried
away captive into all nations, and their cify trodden under foot of the
Gentiles, until their times should Lz fulfilled but he has not tanght
- us to believe that they should then retuen and their eity be rebuilt: -
. but the next event be ureations worthy of oar espeeial natiee is -* Aud
then shall ther see the Son of Man coming.in n cloud, with power and
great glory.” Luke xxi'24,27. There is a numerous class of passa- *
i ges that speak of the gathering of the Jews ; butlet us see who these
y Jdewsare. The \\postle to the Geutiles. himself a Jow, says, ¢ Know
i; Ye-therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the childrea +
t: of Abraham,” Gal.iii. 7 ; * For as many as have been baptized unta.

Clirist have ‘put oxr Christ; and'if;ye be Christ’s;then are ye Abra
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ham's seed and heirs sccording to the promise,” verses27,29. “ The
promisé that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham
or his seed through the law,but through the righteousness of faith"
Rom. iv. 13. “ He is a Jew whioh is one inwardly; and circumeci-
sion is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; whose
praise is not of men but of God.” Rom. iv 29. The burthen of the

apostle’s teaching in the 11th chap. is, Gol hath not cast off all
Israel, for as in the time of Llijah, so in his time, there was a
remnant that would be saved: but he gives us to understand dis-

o ipentathgy iy

not in unbelief they shall be graffed in, and that such of them as
belicve in Christ with the fullness of the Gentiles shall constitute
" the whole Israel. which are tolesaved; and to this view agree the
words of the propbesy, as it i3 written, ¢ After this Iwill return,and
will build again the tabermacle of David that is fallen down, and I
. will build again the ruins thereof, and will set it up; that the
" residue of men might scek after the Jiord, sud a]l the Gentiles,

 upon whom my name is called,saith the Lard.” Jawes, Acts xv.

i 15, 16, 17.

' And bere allow me to ask, Where are the descendants of those
" Jaws that did belicve? We arc told that many believed in Christ
—that the eommon people heard him gladly—a great company of
* the priests were obedicent to the faith ; showiny that a great number

! of the Jews did helieve. Where arc they or their descendants? |

' The agswer is plain. They have become amalgamated with other
i christians, and their nationality is completely lost, and their descen-
{ dants can no more he found. “And thisis one biessed and glarious
| effeot of the worlijng of pure christianity. It destroys nationality.
. God's people are gue in Ghrist Jesus. I have witnessed with a full
" heart the truth of this when I haye seen an Englishman, an American,
+ an Irishman, and an Indign stgyding upon one platform, speaking in
. honor of the common salyation. Now let us go with that master-
. builder the Apostle Payl, and look at his master-piece, the epistle to
g the Eebrews, and sce how he tears down the old building and secat-
ters it to the winds until we eome to the eighth chupter, whichhe
commenees by saying, © This is the sum of what I have written : we
have such an High Pricst, set on the right hand of the throune of the
1 Majesty in the heavens—a minister of the sanctuary, of the trae tab-
] ernucle, which the Lord pitched and not man, baving obtained a
| more excellent ministry, being the mediatar of a better covenant, es-
! tablished upon better prowmises ; for verily they [the Jews] brake
‘ the first covenant, ready to vanish away; but this is the new cove-
! nant that I will make with the houze of Israel—I will put my laws
; into their minds and write thom in their hearts. aud will ho to them
. 8 God and they shall'be tome 3 people. And they shall all know me
from the least to the greatest.” .
In the 9th chapter he shows us that Christ is entered into the real
Holy of Holies, to appearip the presence of God for the Hebrews,

tinetly that they arc no longer the present stock, but if they abide i

or children of faith, and he tells us in conclusion of this part of hia |
* subject, that to them who look for him he will appear the secgnd
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time without a sin offerivg unto salvation. Query: are these pro-
mises and declarations made to the literal Jew only? Or may we
not comfort our heartsin them also 2—Yea, verily, blessed be God.

died in faith, not having received the promise, but beheld it afar off

God having provided some bettér thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfeet,” verses 39, 40. “ But you-are come to
mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,” sii.
22, Here, then, is the country, the city of Jerusalem which is above

worst class, and in his prayer; ¢ quoted in the November Banner,
he denies three times having either Adveeate or Pfiest, persisting
still in unbelief. 'We can see in the prophets thiat mention is made

right.: ‘W. BaRTLET.

various prophecics in relation to them, there is a divine oracle which

clmed to the impression that this prophetic’ announcement has yet to

'+ be fulfilled : for when the Jews were brought into Canaan from the |
: power of Pharaob, they were gathered, not from all countries. but !
from Xazypt onty; and wheu restored from Babylonsthey were :!

Hl
|
. gathered to tlicir own country only from one contry. Still. on'a
| topic of this -character we dogmatize not. :
H
[

EPISTLE FROM PICTOU, BY QUARTUS,

and confessed themsclves pilgrims and strangers on tho earth.”” -
“ But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly,” verse
16th : ¢ and God hath prepared for them aecity;’ “and these all |
having obtained a govd report through faith, received not the promise, .

of his return many times, which has been fulfilled in returning from :
Babylonish captivity, but noy we read,‘Acts ii. 16, 21, that od has |
poured out his Spirit upon all flesh, and as Peter says, there is no .
respect of persons. I desire thie truth, and nothing but the truth. If
Iamin error, may the Lord stir up some good brother to set me :

With brother Bartlet, of North Ely;we very: cordially agree that -
. the Jewsare in gross unhelief-<that those who have the fa#th of |
i Abrabam- are blessed with him—that the new Jerusalem isto be
looked fur as the city of alt the ransomed sons of> God—and that they .
are true Istaclites,and they only. in this dispensation, who belong .,
to the family of the ford Jesus.  Still, there is a nation of the sons
of Abraham, not after the spirit. but after the flesh. Ttis at pres-
ent a nation “ scattered and peeled.” THe sons of father Abrahanr
! have been driven as outeasts among the ‘nations ; and not to specify !

|
'} intimnates that God will gather them from all-countries. This pro- !
t| phesy has either been fulfilled or it has not.? We are somewhat in-

~La.

1
i

S S

i
o

Coming to the 11th chapter anl 13th verse, it is said, * Al these |

and is free, and into which all the redeemed of the Lerd, the real -,
Jeéws, shall be gathered. The present literal Jew is an infidel of the -

Diar Bromurr Ouirnant :—I have long cherished the purpose:of &
Iy writing 3 communication for the Clristian Banner ; but whetlier’
.. from indolence, timidity, or other causesit has been deferred hithérto.“i!
1- As there are two grand departments of effort in the Christian eduse: &
I namely, the conversion of the world, and the edification of the con;"J:
[}
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verted, and as it is indispensable to the former, that the church be
healthy and vigorous, I would humbly offer a few observations in the
department of edification. The subject to which I would at this time
invite the attention of your readers, is that of aportroN. }

Man in his primitive state was not the subject of adoptien. The
result of the ereative energy of Omnipotence, he stood forth in natural
simplicity and: beauty, a child of God, Gen. i. 31, Eeles. iii. 29,
" Mal. ii. 10, Liuke iii. 38. While in this state, he scems to have
i enjoyed the fullest measure of felicity ; loving God and loved by
' him; at peace with God, himself and the wholé creation, having
* no wish ungratified; made only a little lower than the angels—
crowned with glorysand honory and set over the work of God on
carth. Can we imagine anything that could emhanec his bliss?
. But alas! “man being created 'in honor, continued not.” And as
i, it is a tiuth of universalapplication, that “as-many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the children of God ;” 5o if ouar primitive
parents had continued under-the guidance-of that Spirit which at the

. first quickened them, they would have continued the children of God:'

Satan assailed our mother Tive on a most valnerable point. He p.e-
" sented the acquisition -of kunowledge, and consequent elevation of
character, as the alluring object ; “ ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil” said the tempter. Now to make progress in krow-
ledge was highly necessary for man, even in his first- estate : wituess
the lesson given Gen. i.:28, to the end. The sin of our parents con-
sistud in believing, aund acting upon testimony, in direct contradic-
tion to the word of Jehovah.

i+ And so sin entered-into the world, and-deathbysin. Man became i

" alien from the life of God—dead in trespasses-and sins—all corrupt-
ed their way,. The earth was filled with violence through them. So
spiritual darkness and death enveloped our fair world; for man, the
natural lord of it, and repository of the will of GGad on earth, had be-
. come an alien, and an onteast from the family cfGod. and but for his
" merey must havo sunk down to swell the: number of the tenants of
.} thatplace prepared for the devil aud his angels-~

Darkness and' death have a very close affinity ; tlie former is
dircetly and immediately induced by the latter; it is its inseparable
and necessary concomitant; and hence the Spirit of God has used
these terms as figures, to indicate to us the deplorable nature of that
state into which man fell through sin. . To be alien from the life of
God is equivalent to being outcast from -his family. Al who serve
i, him not “ are of their father the devil ;" and-*“do tlic deeds of their
" father,” as Jesus told the Jews, and Paul told tie Romans that he

“-had proved both Jews and Gentiles all under sin—none righteous,
not one.” ’

But thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift of love and merey,
—the life has been manifested—the light has shone in darkness.
It was necessary in the wisdom of God in his plan for the restoration
of fallen man that bis Snn should be the: ¢ light of the world.” Tnat
e, the « true light™~the Sun of Rightsousness, should arise and
shine upon those whe sat in the region and shadow of darkness and
death, that all men through him might believe, and believing have

[ e eehi R Sy
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lis, February and March Numbers, we sec that 7¥8 additions ‘have

life through his name. And as the Father hath life in himself, the
Son has life in himself, that the dead might hear the voice of the
8on of God, and that those that hear might live. Qh! that none
might “ turn away from him who speaks from heaven 17

As in the kingdom of nature, there is first the blade, then the ear,
then the full corn in the car, and as man left to himself sinks deeper
and deeper in the labyrinths of darknessand sin : so in the spiritual
kingdom, God by a gradual process introduced the light of life into
the world. It shone first in the promise to our fallen parents, then
in the institution of saerifice, whereby the virtues of the “ Lamb

lain” were available since the beginning—in the promise to Abra-
ham—in the written law, and the tabernacle with jts apartments,
furniture, ordinances, &¢., and in the prophecies concerning Christ,
in his incarnation, righteousuess, humiliation, sufferings and death,
and glorious exaltation. And through the revelstions given, and
means instituted, a way of access to God was set forth in every age;
and nothing on God's part to prevent the return to him of his erring
creatures, so that they might enjoy the adoption of God. .

“ But when the fulness of the time was come God sept forth his
Son,” &e. And says the apostle, * hecause you sre song, God has
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, erying, Abba, Father.”
God in his Son has sent forth in the world a perfodt example of
heavenly light and life. God Las demonstrated his pleasure in his
Son ; he “is well pleaged for his righteousness’ sake;” and Jesus
has sent the Spirit to convineo the world of righteousness, for he has
gone te the Father. Ie is the only way, the truth, and life ynto the
Father. There is no other name under heaven glven amangst men
whereby we must be saved. And he that hears his word and be-
lieves on him that sent him has evorlasting life-—he that follows him
shall not abide in darkness, and he has become the aathor of cternal
salvation 1o them that obey him. The children of God, then, are
such in the Son, and in him alone. They are begotten by his word,
* the word of truth.” They “live by the faith of the Son of God.”
They “ walk by faith” They % fight the good fight of faith.” And
they obtain “ the victory throagh the Lord Jesus Christ.” :
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Adam before he fell was not adopted into the family of Ged, but
: enjoyed all the privileges of it as his natural right. Jesus the second. |

Adam was not sdopted a Son; He and the Father are one—the,
Father loved him before the foundation of the world. The children;
of God are chosen in him before the foyndation of the world. God‘,g
haa given them the adoption of children hy Jesus Christ, and as siny
hae reigned unto death by one, 8o by the ane, Jesus Christ our Lord

grace reigns uuto oterngl life. -
Yours iu Chriss, . QuarTys.

Pictow N. S, \5th Dec., 1853. . Nf
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been made to the churches, all in Indiana, saving a very fewDinglA
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