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Lady JULIA MANDEVILLE.

To Georce MorDAUNT, Efg;.

/ N Belmont-Houfe, July 3, 17624

AM indeed, my dear George, the _

moft happy of human beings; happy
in the paternal regard of the beﬁ: of pa-

. rents, the fincere ei’cecm of my worthy re-

lations, lord and lady Belmont; and the
friendthip, the tender friendfhip of their
. Vor. I. B  lovely

whd ~.i':"»<;;‘-' iis
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“lovely daughter, the amiable - lady Julia.
“Anencreafe of fortune, whichyou arekind
“enough to with ‘me, might perhaps. add
fomething to my felicity, but is far from’,

being neceﬁ'ary to conftitute it, nor did it
ever excite /in my bofom an anxious wifh.
My father, though he educated me to be-
come the moft fplcndxd ﬁtuatxon, yet in-

~ftruted me to be fatisfied with my own

moderate [one; he tauorht me that inde-
pendence was all a generous mind -re-

quired; and that virtue, adorned by that .

liberal éducauon his unfparing ‘bounty

lavithed 'on me, would command through.

life-that; heart-felt efteem from the worthy

-~ of every rank, which the moft exorbitant
“wealth alone €ould never procure its pof-

feffors. Other parents hoard up riches
for their children; mine with a more no-
ble, more enlightened folicitude, expend-
ed his in ftoring my mind with generous

" fentiments and ufeful knowledge, to which -
' his

e A



Lady Juria Mawpeviiie. 3

his unbounded goodnefs added every out-
ward accomplifhment that could give grace

to virtue, and fet her charms in the fair-
~eft light.

_ Shall T then murmur becaufe I was not
‘born to affluenice? No, believe me, I would
not be the fon of any other than this moft
excellent of men, to inherit all the ftores'
which avarice and ambition figh for. I
~am prouder of a father to whofe difcern-
ing wifdom, and generous expanded heart,
1 am fo obliged, than I fhould be of one
whom I was to fucceed in all the titles and
pofieffions in the power of fortune to be-
ftow. From him I receive, and learn pro-
~-perly tovalue, the moft real of all treafures,
" independence and content.

What a divine morning! how lovely
;- 1s theface of nature! The blue ferene of
Italy, with thc lively verdure of England.

B2 -,.‘But.
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" But behold a2 more charming object than

nature herfelf! the fweet, the young,
the blooming lady Julia, who is this inftant
ftepping into her poft chaife with lady
Anne Wilmot. How unfpeakably lovely !
fhe looks up to the window, fhe fmiles;
Y underftand that fmile, the permits me
to have the honour of following her: I’ll
order my horfes, and whilft they aregetting
ready, endeavour to defcribe this moft an-
gelic of woman kind.

Lady Julia then, who wants only three
months of nineteen, is exaétly what a poet
or painter would with to copy who intend-
ed to perfonify the idea of female foftnefs.
Her whol®form is delicate and feminine to
theutmoft degree: her complexion is fair,
enlivened by.the bloom of youth, and oft-

en diverfified by bluthes more beautiful

than thofe of the. morning: her features
“are regular, her mouth and teeth particu-
N _‘ larly
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Lady Juria MANDEBVILLE. ¢

larly lovely; her hajr light brown; her
eyes blue, full of foftnefs, and ftrongly ex-
preflive of the exquifite fenfibility of her
foul. Her countenance, the beauteous
abode of the loves aJd the fmiles, has a

mixture of {wectnefs and fpirit, which gives

 life and expreffion to her charms,

v As‘ her- mind has been adorned, not

- warped, by education, itis juft what her
appearance promifes; artlefs, géntlc, ti-
“mid, foft, fincere, compaffionate; awake

to all the finer impreffions of tendernefs,

and melting with pity for every human
> woe. ' - .

But my horfes are in the court, and
even this’ fubje® cannot detain me a mo-
ment longer. Adieu!

H. MaxpeviLLE,

To -
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To GEoRrcE MORDAUNT, Efqs

_ OUR nraillery, my dear Mordaunt,

' gives me pain; that I have theten-
dereft attachment to lady Julia is certain;
but it is an-attachment which has net the
leaft refemblance to love. I fhould be the
moft ungrateful of mankind to make fo
Hl a return to the friendthip lord Bel-
mont honours me with, and the moft felf.

"#fh to entertain a wifh fo much to lady

- Julia’s difadvantagc.‘ My birth, it muft
be confeffed, is not unworthy even ber;
fince the fame blood fills-our veins, my ~

~ father being defcended from the eldeft bro- -,
ther of the firft earl of Belmont, great

] * grandfather of the prefent: but it would

b jll become a man whofe whole expe@ations

are limited to the inheritance of 700l,

a year (long very long, may it be before

chc greateft of all misfortunes makes even

' thar

et
1

-
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Lady Jurta Maxpeviri, =

that little mine) to afpire to the heirefs of
twice as many thoufands.

What 1 feel for this moft charming of
women is the tendernefs of a relation,
mixed with that foft and lively efteem
which it is impoffible to refufe to the fineft

underftanding * and nobleﬂ: mind in the = -

- world, lodged in a form almoft celeftial,

Love, for I have tafted its poifened
cup, is all tumule, diforder, madnefs ; but
my friendfhip for lady Julia, warm gnd
animated as it is, is,calm, tranquil, gen-
_tle; produdtive of a thoufand innocent

pleafures, burt a ftranger to every kind of
inquietude : 'u does net even difturb my
reft, a certain confequence of love, even
« in its earlieft approaches.

Having thus vindicated myfelf from a!l
fufpicion of a paffion, which in the prefent
B4 fituation
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fituation of my fortune I fhould think al-’
moft a' criminal one, I proceed to obey
you in giving you the portraits of my noble’
- friends, though, Iaffure you, my fketches
1, will be very imperfe& ones. |

- Lord Bclmont, who lives eight months
of the year at this charming feat, with all
the magnificence and hofpltahty of our
‘ancient Englifh nobility, is about lixty
" years old; hxs perfon is wll, well made,
graceful ; his air commanding, and full
of digaity: he has firong fenfe, with 2
competent fhare of learning, and a juft and
delicate tafte for the fine arts; efpecially
mufick, which he ftudyed in Italy, under
the beft mafters that region of harmony
afforded. His politencfs is equally the
refult -of a natural defire of obliging, and
_an early and extenfive acquaintance with
tthe great world. -

AL -



Lady JuLiaA MANDEVILLE. ¢

A liberality which fcarce his ample pof-
feffions can bound, a paternal care of alt
placed by Providence under his prote&ion,
a glowing zeal for the liberty, profperity,
and honour of his country, the noblet
fpirit of independence, with the moft agi--- -
mated attachmeat and firmeft loya:lty to
his accomplithed fovereign, are traits too.

ftrongly marked to. efcape the moft care-
lefs obferver; but thofe only who are ad<
mitted to his neareft intimacy are judges.
of his domettic virtues, or fee in full light
the tender, the polite, attentive hufband,

- the fond indulgent parent, the warm una
wearied friesd.

I there is afhade in this picture, it isa
prejudice, perhaps rather too. firong, in
favour of birth, and a flownefs to exped®’
very exalted virtues in any man who-can~

not trace his anceftors as far back, at k:a&, 1
asthe conqueft, '

Bs Lésly

BT



T

e 1 i,

-the fimplicity of a cottage; and byan

-py : impartial in her politenefs, ather ge-

- her: encouraged by her notice the timid
Yofe ‘their diffidence in her prefence, and

10 The HIST ORY of o

Lady ' Belmont, who is ‘about fix years
younger than her lord, with all the ftrength:
of reafon and fteadinefs of mind generally .~ °
confined to the beft of our fex, has all the -y
winning foftnefs becoming the moft ami-
able of her owm; gentle; affable, focial; 3
polite, ‘the joins the graces of a eourt to

inexpreffible eafe and fweetnefs in her ad:
drefs, makes all who approach her hap-

nial board no invidious diftin&tions: take
place, no cold regards damp the heart of
an inferior : by a.peculxar del;cacy of good
breeding, and engaging attention to-every
individual, fhe banifhes referve, and dif-
fufes a fpirit of convivial joy around

i };wli%‘ﬁﬁ*&i Elgiag i e ity i g

often furprized exert talents of pleafing

they were before themielves unconfcmus

of poﬂ'cﬁing. o
The
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The beft, and moft” beloved of wives,
of mothers, of miftrefles, her domeftic
charatter is moft lovely; indeed all her
virtues are rendered doubly charming, by
a certain grace, adelicate finithing, which
it is much eafier to feel than to defcribe.

The ceconomy of her houfe, which
fhe does not difdain herfelf to. diredt, is
magnificent without profuﬁon, and reoular

without conftraint: The effeéts of her
cares appear, the caufe is unobferved ; all
wears the fmiling eafy air of chance,
though condu&ed with the moft admirable
order. '

Her form is perfe@ly elegant; and her
countenance, witheut having ever been

beautiful, has a benigaity in it more engag-
" ing thanbcaury xtfclf ,



/

12 The HISTORY of

Lady Anne Wilmot, my father; and
myfelf, make up the psefent party at Bel-
mont. Lady Anne, who withoutregularity
of features.has that animation which is the
foul of beauty, is-the widow of a very rich
‘country geatleman; if it be juft to pro-

" ftitute the name of gentleman: to beings of"

- his order, only becaufe they have’ e&ates ,
of which they are unworthy, “and are de-
fcended from anceftors whom they dif~
honeur ; who, when riding poft through: :

" “Furope, happened to fee her with her fa- -
ther at Turin; and .as fhe was the hand-
fomeft Englith woman there, and the whim
of being marryed juft then feized him,,
afked her of Lord —, who could not re-

,.-/ fufe his daughter to a jointure of ‘3000 4

a year. She returned foon to England

.with her hufband, where during feur years
fhe enjoyed the happinefs of Liftening to \ -
the interefting hiftories of the chace, and d\’?t

‘ eatcrtammo the —=fhire hunt at dinner: her
~ o ﬂumbe:s



Lady JurLia MANDEVILLE. 13

~ flumbers broke by the noife of hounds in

a morning, and the riotous mirth of lefs
rationalanimals at night. Fortune however -
at length took pity on her fufferings, and
the good ’fquire overheating himfelf at a
fox chace, of which a fewer was the: confe-

‘quence, left her young and rich, ar full li-

berty to return to the chearful haunes: -of
men, with no very high ideas of matrie -

monial felicity, “andan abhorrence of a " -
_country life, which nothing but her friend-

fhip for Lady Belmon: could have one

- moment fufpended.

’
A great Sow of animat fpirits, and' a

~ French education, have made her a Coquet,

though intended by nature for a much fu~
perior charatter, She is elegant in her. _
drefs, equipage, and mannef of living, and
rather profufe in her expences. I had ﬁrﬁ:

. the honour of knowing her lalt winter at
Paris, from whcnce fhe tms been returned
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" about fix weeks, three of wluch fhe has
paﬁ?:d at Belmont..

Nothing can- be more eafy or agreeable
than the manner of living here; it is per-
fe¢tly domeftic, yet fo diverfified! with:
amufements as to exclude that fatiety from
which the beft and .puseft of fublunary
enjoymentsare not fesure, if continued in

too uniform a eourfe:;. We read, we walk,
we ride, weconverfe; we play, we dance,
-we fing ; join the company, or indulge in
penfive folitude and meditation, juft as
fancy leads; liberty, reftrained alone by
~yirtue and politenefs, is the law, and incli-
nation the fovereign guide, at this manfion
of true hofpitality. Free from all the thack-
les of idle ceremony, the whele bufinefs of
Lord Belmont's guefts, and the higheft fa-
tisfaCtion they can: give their noble hoft, is = |
-to be happy, and to confult their own tafte’

- ‘eatirely i in their manner of being fo,
Reading,
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‘Reading;, mufick, riding, and converfation
are Lord Belmont s favourite pleafures, but
none that are innocent dre excluded ; balls,
- plays, conceérts, cards, bowls, billiards,
and parties of pleafure round the neigh-
bouring” country, relieve each other; and
whilft their variety prevents any of them .
from fatiating, alt confpxre to give a:double
poignancy to the fweettr joys of domeftic
life, the calm and gender hours which

this charming family devote to the endear«
" ing converfation of each other, and of

thofe friends pamcula:ly honoured: with;
their efteem..

The houfe, whichi is the work of Tnige -
Jones, is magnificent to the utmoft degree;
it ftands on the fummit of a flowly rifing
hill, facing the South; and, beyond a
fpacious coure, has in front an avenue of
the talleft trees, which lets in the profpect
ef afritful valley, bounded at a diftance -

by



aanfport at bis Sght; parents poist him
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~ by a mountam, down the fides of which

ruthes a foaming cafcade whtch fpreads

into 3 thouland meandermg ﬁreams in the
vale below

The gardens and pask, which are behind
the houfe, are romantic beyond the wan-

- sonnefs of imagination ; and the whole ad-
‘Joining country diverfifyed with hills, val-

leys, waods, rivers, plains, and every charm
of lovely unadorned nature.

Here Leord Bclmont en_;oys the moft
wnmixed and lively of all human pleafures,

. that of making others happy. His eftate

conveys the ftrangeft-idea of the patriarchal
vernment ; he feems a beneficent father

furrounded by his children, over whom

reverence, gratitude, and love, give him an.
abfolute -authority, which he never exerts.

but for their good : Every eye fhines with

our



Lady Juria MANDEVILLE. 17‘

out to their children; the firft accents of
prattling infancy are taught to lifp his ho-
noured name; and age, fupported by his
bounteous hand, pours out the fervent
prayer to heaven for its benefattor. -« s v
To alife like this, and to an ardent love ~_~

of independence, Lord Belmont facrifices
all the anxious and corroding cares of a-
varice and ambition; and finds his account
in health, freedom, chearfulnefs, and

- ¢ that fwcet peace which goodnefs bofoms
¢ ever.” Adieu! ‘I am going with Lord
Belmont and my father to AQon-Grange, -
and fhall not return tll Thurfday.

H MANDEVILLB.

To Gr.omz MQRDAUN';:, Efg;~
Fxmmr.

E retumcd yeﬁcrday about fix_in

the evening, and the moment we
alighted, my Lord lcadmg ‘us into the

. garden,
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garden, an unexpected fceneopened on my
view, which' recalled the idea of the fabu-
Ious pleafures of the golden age, and could
not but be infinitely pleafing to every
mind uncorrupted by the falfe glare of tinfel
pomp, and awake to the genuine charms
of fimplicity and nature.

On a fpacious lawn, bounded on every
fide by a profufion of the moft odoriferous
flowering fhrubs, 2 joyous band of villagers
were affembled : “the young _men dreft in
green, youth, health, and pleafure in their

~ air, led up their artlefs charmeérs in ftraw

hats adorned with the fpoils of Flora, to-

. the ruftic found of the tabor and pipe:

Round the lawn, at equal intervals, were

raifed temporary arbors of branches of

trees, in which refrethments were prepared
for the dancers: and between the arbors,
feats of mofs for their parents, thaded from
the fun by green awnings on poles, round

which
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which were' twined wreaths of fowers,
breathing the {weets of the fpring. The
furprize, the gaiety of the fcene, the flow

~ of general joy, the fight of fo many happy - |

people, the countenances of the enraptured
parents, who feemed to live over again the
fprightly feafon of youth in their children,
with the benevolent pleafure in the looks
of the noble beftowers of the feaft, filled
my eyes with tears, and my {welling heare -
with a fenfation of pure yet lively. tranf-
port, to whxch the Joys of courtly balls are
mean >

The Ladles, who were ﬁttmg in eonver-

& fation with fome of the oldeft of the villa-

gers, ‘rofe at our approach, and my Lord
giving Lady Anne Wilmot’s hand to'my
fathcr, and honormg me with Lady Julia’s,
we mixed in the ruftic ball. The love-
* lieft of womén had an elegant fimplicity in
ber air and habit which became the fcene; .
+ha nd
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and gave her a thoufand new charms:
fhe was dreft in a ftraw-coloured luftring
night “gown, the lighteft gauze linen, 2
hat with purple ribbons, and a fprig of

glowmg purple amaranthus in her bofom :
I know not how to convey an idea of the

particular ftyle of beauty in which the then'
appeared. — Youth, bealth, fprightlinefs

and innocence, all ftruck the imagination at -

once.—Paint to yourfelf the exquifite pro-

portion, the playful air, and eafy movement

of a Venus, with the vivid bloom of an

Hebe; —howeverhigh youraife your ideas,

they will fall infinitely fhort of the divine
i inal :

ThJ approach of night putting an end
to the Tural affembly, the villagers retired
to the ha.ll, where they continued dancing,
and our happy partie paffed the reft of the
s4 evenifg in that fweet and lively converfa-
= tien, whxch is never tobe found but amongft

- - thofe
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thofe of the firft fenfe and politenefs, united
by that perfe&t confidence which makes
the moft trifling fubje&s interefting; none
of us thought of feparating, or imagined
it midnight, when my father opening a
window, the rifing fun broke in upon us,
and convinced us on what fwift and downy
pinions the hours of;E:ppinefs fit away.
Adieu! 1. ManpevILLE,

To Grorce MorpaAUNT, Efg;
BrrmonxnT,

O, my friend, I have not always

been this hero: tog fenfible to the
power of beauty, I have felt the keeneft
pangs of unfuccefsful love: but I deferved
to fuffer; my paffon was in the higheft
degree criminal, and I blufh, though at
this diffance of time, to lay open my heart

even
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even to theindulgent eyes of pamal friend--
thip.

When your father’s death called*‘you.
back to England you may remember
I continued my journey to Rome.: where
a letter from my father introduced me into
the family of count Melefpini, - nobleman
of great wealth and uncommon accom-
plithments. As my father. who has always

- been of opinion that nothing purifies the
_heart, cefines the tafte, or polifhes the
manners, like the converfation of anamiable,

_ well-educated, virtuous woman, had par-
ticularly entreated for me the honour of
the countefs’s friendfhip, whom he had
known almoft a child, and to whom he had
taught the Englith language; I wasadmit-
ted to the diftin&tion of partaking in all her
amufements, and dttending her every where
in the quahty of Cecxfbeo To the arts of
the
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the libertine, however fair, my heart had
always been fteeled; but the countefs
_]omcd the muft piercing wit, the moft
‘winning politenefs, the moft engaging fen-
fibility, the moft exquifite delicacy, to a
form perfectly lovely. You will not there-
fore wonder that the warmth and inexpe-
- rience of youth, hourly expofed in fodan-
gerous a fituation, was unable to refift fuch
variety of attractions; Charmed with the
: ﬂattcrmg preference the feemed to give me,
# my vanity fed by the notice af fo accom-
pllihed a creature, forgetting thofe fen-
timents .of honour which ought never o
" be one moment fufpended, I became paf-
- fionately in love with this' charming wo- -
man : for fome months I ftruggled with -
my love;_ till, on her obferving that my
" health feemed impaired, and I had loft my
ufual vivacity, I took courage to confefs
the caufe, though in terms which fuffici-
ently fpoke my defpair of : touching a heart
~which I feared was too fenfible to virtue

: ' for
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+ protefted I'had no hope of infpiring a ten-

. :?for my happinefs : I implored her pity, and =

. derer fentiment. - Whilft I was fpeaking, |

which was in ‘broken interrupted fentences,
the countefs looked at me with the ftrong-

eft forrow and compaffion painted in her

eyes; fhe was for fome moments filent,
- and feemed loft in thought; but at laft,

with an air .of dignified fweetnefs, <« My

¢¢ dear Enrico,” faid fhe, < fhall T own
¢ to you that I have for fome time feared
<¢ this confeflion? I ought perhaps to re-

¢¢ f{ent this declaration, which from another
* « ] could never have forgiven: butasI

<< know and efteem the goodnefs of your
< heart, as I refpe@ your father infinitely,

% and love you with the innocent tender-

< nefs of a fifter, I will only entreat you to

R g e

< reflet how injurious this paffionis to the

¢ count, who has the tendereft efteem for -

s you, and would facrifice almoft his life
. & for your happinefs: be affured of my
~ eternal

>
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« eteriial friendfhip, unlefs yow forféic it
« by perfifting in 2 purfuit equally deftrac-
¢ tive to your own-probity and'my honor;
<« receive the téndereft affurances of -it,”
continued the; giving me her-hand to kifs,
“ but beliéve at the famie 'time, ‘that the
¢ count deferves and poffeffes all.-shy love,
¢ ] had almoft faid, my adoration. The
<t fondeft affe&ion united us,_ and time,
¢ jnftead of leﬁ’cnmg, &very hour mcrcafes
<< -our mutual paflion. ~ Réferve your heart,
« my good Enrico, for-fome amiable lady
¢« of your own nation,. .and behev; ‘that
« Jove has no true pleafures but when it
¢ keeps within the bgunds)of bpnoux” B

It is unpoﬁible, myx dear Morﬂaunt,
to exprefs to you the fhame this difcourfe
filled me with: her gentle, her aﬂ"c&xon—A
ate . reproofs, the generous :concern fhe
thowed for my- error, the tmld dlgmty of
“her afpe&, plunged me into mcxpreﬂible
confufion, and fhew’d my fault in its
Vo I - C blackeft
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‘blackeft: colours, at the fame time that
‘er behaviour, by increafing my cfteem,
.added to.the excefs of my paffion. 1 at-
‘tempted _to anfwer her; but it was im-
-peffible ; awed, abathed, humbled before
“her, T had not courage even to meet her

- eyes: like the fallen angel in Milton, J

\felt

s=—<How awful goodnefs is, and faw
¢ Virtue in herownfbape how lovely.”

~ “The countefs faw, and pitied, my eon-
fuﬁon, ‘and generoufly retieved me from
it by «hanging the fubje&t: ‘fhe talked

of my’father, of “his merit, - his tendernefs -

-for me, and expeQtations of my condué ;

which the was fure I ‘thould never dift

appoint. “Without hinting a what had paft,
- the with the moft exquifite delicacy gave
e ‘to underftand it would be beft |
fhould leave Rome, by faying fhe knew
how ardsntly my father withed for my re-

turn,

TR AR
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‘turn, ‘and- that it would be the. height
of cruelty longer to deprive him of the
.pleafure- of fecing a don fo worthy of his
affetion: ¢ The count and myfelf,” pur-
{ued fhe, ¢ cannot lofe you without .inex-
< p:cﬂible regret, -but you will alleviate
@it by letting us hear often of your wel-
¢ fare. 'When you are united to a lady
¢ worthy of you, my dear Enrico, we
. ““may perhaps make you a vifit -in Eng-
“¢land: in the mean time be affured you
¢¢ have not two friends who love you with
¢ .a fincerer.affection.”

_ At this momeat the count entered, who,
feeing my eyes filled with tears of love,

" defpair, and admiration, with the tendereft
anxiety enquired the caufe. ¢ I fhall eéll

=" you news which will affli¢t you, my lord,”

faid the countefs: ¢ Signor Enrico comes
~““to bid us farewel ; he.is commanded by -

“ his father to return to England; to-

“ morrow is the lat day of his ftay in

C2 ¢ Rome;
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“: Rome ‘he’ prormfes to write to "us, and
« to preferve an eternal - remembrance of
< our friendfhip, fer which he is obliged
<< only to his own merit : his tender hears,
« fultof the moft ‘laudable, the moft en-
«t-gaging fenfibility, ' melts at the idea of 2

[ feparation which will not be'lefs painful
“ tous:’” -

The count, after- exprefling the moft
.obliging concern at the thought of lofing -
e, and the warmeft -gratitude for thefe
fuppofed marks of -my friendthip, infifted
-on my fpending the reft of the day with
them. 1 confented, but begged firft to re-
turn to my lodgiiigs on pretence of ngmg
dome neceflary orders, butin reality to give
vent to my full heart, torn.with a thoufand
contrary emotions, amongft which, I am
ghocked to own, hatred to the generous
count was not the weakeft. I.threw my-
felf on the ground in an agony of defpair;
1 wept, I called heaven to witnefs
thc purity of my love; I accufed the count-
cfs

RN

“
P
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efs of cruelty in thus forcing me . from
Rome : I sofe up,-I begun a letter to her,
in which -1 vowed an eternal filence and
refpect, but begged fhe “would. allow me
ftill she innocent pleafure of beholding her;
fwore I could not live without feeing her,
and that the day of my leaving Rome
would be that of my death. — But why
dol thus tear opéh wounds which are but
juft healed ? let it fuffice that a moment’s
reflexion convinced me of my madgefs,
and fhowed the charming countefs in the
light of a guardian angel{natching me from
the edge of a precipice - My reafon in
fome degree returning, I dreft myfelf with
the moﬂ: ftudious care, and returned to
the Melefpini palace, where 1 found
abbate Camilli, a- near. relation of th?
family, whofe. prefence faved me the con-
fufion of being the third with my injured
. fiiends, and whofe lively convesfation foon
- diffipated the air of conftraint I felt on
- C3 entering
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'entermo' the room, and even difpelled pare

of my melancholy

The count, whofe own probity and vir-

- tuefethim far above fufpe@ing mine, prefl-

ed me, with all the earneftnefs of a friend-

_thip I fo little merited, to defer my journey.

a week: on which]raifed my-downcaft eyes

- to madam Melefpini ; for fuch influence

had this: lovely woman over my. heart,
T did not dare to confent till certain of her

. permiffion; and reading approbation in a

fmile of condefcending fweetnefs, 1 con-
fented with a tranfport which only thofe
who have loved like me can conceive: my
chearfulnefs returning, and fome of
the moft amiable people in Rome com-
ing in, we paft the evening in the utmoft
gaiety. At taking leave 1 was engaged
to the fame company in different parties
of amufement for the whole time I had-
to ftay, and had the joy of being every
day with the countefs; though é never
. ~ found



Lady Jut1ia MANDEVILLE. 311

found an opportunity of fpeaking to hét
without witneflts, till the evening beforé
I left Rome, when going to her hotfe
‘an hour fooner than. J was expeed; I
found her alone if—ther clofet.- When 'I°
approached ' ke, my- voice faltered} I
trembled, I Wanted * power” to~ addrefs-
her; and this'moment, fouglit with-fuch:
care,  withed with fuch ardory was"the
moft painful of my lifé. Sﬁame atone -
prevented my- retirifig; my eyes were
involuntarily turned towards the door
at which I entered, in a vain hope ef‘that
interruption I had before: ‘dreaded as”the
greateft misfortune; ard eved the prefence

of my happy envied rival would at that
moment have been moft welcome.

The Countefs feemed little lefs difcon-
certed than myfelf; however recovering
herfelf fooner, ¢ Signor Earico,” faid fhe,
*¢ your difcretion charms me; it is abfo-

o lutely neceffary you thould leave Rome;
C 4 C‘ )
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¢ it has’ already coft me an artifice unwor-
«.thy:of - my chara@er to conceal from the
«.Cgunt a [Zcret which would have wound-
$“ed his nice honor, and deftroyed his
< fncndﬂup for you. After this adored-
« hufband, be affured you ftand firft of all
“ ' your fex in my efteem : the fenfibility of
< .yoyr heart, though at prefent fo unhap-
o pdy mnfplaccd .eacreafes my. good opi-
AL nion of you : ma\y you, my dear Enrico,
“ meet with an Egglith Lady worthy of
. yom tendernc[s, and be as happy in mar-
¢ riag€ as. thc friends you. leave behind.
4 Accept,” purilucd the, n.ﬁng and going

LEY cabmet, ¢ thefe miniatures of the -

‘«,Count-and myfelf, which ] give you by
« his command; and when you look on
« them believe they reprefent two faith-
“ full fr;;nd,s, whofe efteem for you meither
, ‘“ w,nc Jor : abfcncc cap lcﬁen

I“took ‘thé px&urcs cagcrly, and kiffed
: 'tﬁa‘t of the Countcfs with 2 paffion dpuld

' not
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not reftrain, of which however fhe took
not the leaft notice. I thanked her, with
a confufed air, for fo valuable a prefent;
and intreated her to pity a friendfhip too
tender for-my peace, butas refpe@tful and
“as’pure as. the herfelf could wifh it. ‘

The abbate Camilli here joined us, and
once more faved me a fcene too interefting
for the prefent fitudtion of my heart. The
Cpunt entered the room foon after, and
our converfation turred on the other cities
of Italy, which I intended vifiting; to moft
of which he gave me letters of recommen-
dation to the nobleft families, - wrote in
terms fo polite and affetionate as - ftabbed
me to the heart with a fenfe of my own
ingratitude. He did me the honor to ac-
cept my picture, which I had not the cou-
rage to offer the Countefs. After protract-
ing till morning a parting fo exquifitely
painful, Itore myfelf from all I loved, and

“bathing with tears her hand which I preffed

-Cs ‘ cagerly
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cagerly to. my lips, threw myfelf into my
chaife, and, without going to bed; took.
the road to Naples. But how difficule-
was this conquelt! How often was [
tempted to return to Rome, and " throw
myfeif at the countefs’s feet, without-
~ confidering. the confequences of fo wild
an actien ! You, my, deareft Mordaunt,
whefe difcerning - fpirit knows aJl the
wmdmgs, the ﬁrangemconﬁﬂenccs of.'the
human heart, will pity rather than.blame |
_your friend, ‘when he owns there were mo-
- ments in which he formed the infamous
" refolution of carrying her off by force. .

But_when the milt of paffion a Iittle dif-
perfed, 1 began to entertain more worthy
fentiments; I determined to drive . this.
lovely woman from my heart, aod conquer
an inclination, which the Count’s generous
unfufpeting fncnd,{hxp would. havc made
criminal even in the eyes of the moft aban-
donedlibertine ; rather owing this refolution

however
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however to an abfolute defpair of fuccefs:
than cither to reafon or-a fenfe of honor, -
my cure was a workiof- time. I was-fo
weak during fome months-as to confine tny
vifits to the families where the Coumnt’s -
Jetters introduced me, that I'mightrindulge

my paffion by hearing thc»iovdy«Counoeis-
continually. mentioned. -

- Convinced at length of the. folly:of thus
feeding fo hopelefs a flame, 1 refolved'to
avoid every place where I had a chance "of
hearing that adored name- 1 léft lraly for
France, where] hoped:a life of diffipation
would drive her for ever from my remem-
brance. | even profaned my paffion for her
~ by meeting the advances of a Coquette, but -
difguft fucceeded my conqueft, and I foend
it-was from time alone I muft bope a-cure. -
1 had been near a year at Paris, when, in
April laft, 1received aletter from my fa-
ther, who preffed my return, and appointed
me-to mect him xmmcdlatcly at the Hague,

from
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“.from whence we returned together; and
. after a few days ftay in London, came
< down to Belmont, where the charms of
+ R.ady. Jukia’s. converfation, and the efteem
= fhe. bonors me with,. entirely. compleated

~ + iny cure, which:.time;-abfénce, and the

. Count’s tender and affeGtionate letters, had
very far advanced.. There is a {weetnefs
in her friendfhip, my dear Mordaunt, to

- which- love itfelf muft yield the palm;
. the-delicacy, yet vivacity of her fentiments,

* the foft fenfibility of her heart, which
~without fear liftens to vows of eternal amity
and cfteem. — O Mordaunt, I muft not,

. 1do not hope for, I do not indeed with
-~ for, her love; but can it be poffible there
. i amanon earth to whom heaven deftines
fuch a blefling ? - ,
T H. MaRDEVILLE.

To
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To Col. BELLVILLE.
Tuespay, Belmont.

H'! you have no notion what a refor-

mation : Who but Lady Anne Wil-
mot at chapelevery Sunday ? grave, devout,
attentive ; {carce ftealing a look at the
prettieft fellow in the world, who fits clofe
by me! Yes, you are undone, Bellville ;
Harry Mandeville, the young, the gay, the
lovely Harry Mandeville, in the full bloom
of conquering three and twenty, with all the
* fire and fprightilnefs of youth, the exqui-
fite fymmetry and eafy grace of an Anti-
nous; a countenadce open, manly, animat-
ed; his hair the brighteft chefnut; his
complexion brown, fluthed with the rofe of
health ; his eyes dark, penetrating, and
full of fire, but when he addrefles our fex
foftened into a fweetnefs which -is almoft
irrefiftible ; his nofe inclining to the aqui-
line; his lips -full and red, and his teeth _
~ of the moft pearly Whltenefs.

2 _ - There,
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There, read and die withi-envy:
-“ You with envy, I with love.”

Fond of me too, but afraid to declire

- Ris paffion ; refpeétful—awed by the com-

manding dignity of my manner — poor -

dear creature, I thirk I muft unbend.a

little,  bide-half the-rays of my divinisy,
- to encourage. fo timid a worthiper..

Seme flattering tawdry coxcombj I fup-
pofe ; fome fool with a telerable outfide:

No, you never was: more ‘miftaken, Bell-
ville : his charms I affure you are not all .
external. His underftanding is of the
moft exalted kind, and has been improved

_ by a very extraordinary education, in pro-
jeé&ting which-his father has employed much

. time and thought, and half ruined himfelf
. by, carrying it into-execution., Above.all
the Col. has cultivated in_his fon aa ar-
dentlove of mdcpcndcnce, not quite-fo well
fuited -

- \
\ > - .
Ao \
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" fuited to his fortune; and a generous,
perhaps a romantic, contempt of  riches,
which moft parents. if they had found
would have eradicated with the- utmoft
care. His Keart is warm, noble, liberal,.
benevolent: fincere, and violent in. his
friendthips, he is not lefs._fa, though® ex-
tremely placable, in his-enmities ;. fcorning:
difguife, and laying, his faults as well as
his virtues- dpen .to every eye: rafh, ro-
mantic, . 1mprudent, haughty to the

“affuming fons of wealth, but to thofe be-
Tow him, |

«Gentlé
“ A s Zephyr bléwirigunderneath thc wolex ”

. &

But Whlthel’ am I.running 7’ and where
was [ when ‘this divine c:camrc feduced
* me from'§ nly right path ? Oh, I remember,

atchapel*"“m muft be cknowlcdged my
digreffions are a little ‘Pindaric. True,
as I was faymg, 1 goconftantly to ekzpel.

K *Tis
\/’! ~

/

j”
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*Tis ftrange, but thls lady Belmont has
‘the moft unaccountable way in the’ world
of making it one’s choice to do whatever
fhe has an inclination on€ fhould, with-
out feeming to defire it. One fees fo clear--
ly that all the does'is right, religion | fits fo
eafy upon her, her ftyle of goodncfs is fo
becoming, and graceful, that it feems
want of tafte and elegance not to endea-
vour to refemble her. Then my Lord too
loves to wordhip in the beauty of holinefs ;.
he makes the fine arts fubfervient to the
nobleft purpofe,’ and fpends as, much on
ferving 1"}"13 -Creator as fome people of his
rank do on a-kennel of hounds. We have
every external incjgment to devotion ;
exqulﬁte pamnn% ,admxrablc organ,
fine voxces, and’ thc mo”l’c animated readet
of prayers in the umvcrfc.

Col Mandeville, whom I fhould be ex- '
treamly in love with if his fon was not five
and twenty years youngcr, leaves us to-
' : morrow

&

PN
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_ morrow morning, to join his recnmcnt,
the — fhire militia: he ferved in the late
war with honour, but'meeting with fome
ill ufage from a minifter on account ef a
vote in parliament, he refigned his com-
miffion, and gave up his whole time to
the education of my lovely Harry, whofe
tendernefs ‘and merit are a full reward for
all his generous attention. Adiey!
) ' "A. WiLmor,

PO —

To Col. BELLVILLE:

} Bdmon? T:«mn.sn.u
L . divine Enrico is a Tittle in ‘the

. Penferofo. Peor Harry! I am charmed
with his fenfibility, he has fcarce been him-
felf fince he parted with his father yefter-
day. He apologizes for his chagrin,
but fays no man on earth has fuch ob-
ligations to a- parent. Entre nous, I
fancy 1 know fome few fons who would
be of a different way of thinking : the Col.
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‘has literally governed his condu& by the
‘old ‘adage that, * Learning is better than -
““houfe.and land;” foras hxs fon’s learning -
‘advanccd, his. houfes and lands melted
awidy; or at leaft would. have- done, had
it not been for his mother’s fortune, every
thilling of which,. with half the profits of
his eftate; he expended on Hasry’s eduea-
tion, who certainly, wants only ten thou-
fand pounds a year to be the moft charm-
‘ing young feHow ‘in the-univerfe. Well
he muft e’en ‘make -the moft of his per-
fetions, and” endeavour to marry a for-
“tone, on which fubjet I have a kind of a
glimpfe of a defign, and fancy my friend
Harry has not quite fo great.a- contempt
of_money as I imagined. -

You muft Khow thén, (a pretty phiafe
that, but to proceed) you muft know,
‘that we accompanied Col. Mandeville fif-
teen miles, .and after dining together at
an um, he took 'the road to his regiment,

and
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and- we were returning penfive and filéns
to Belmont, when my Lord, to remove.
the tender melancholy we hadall caughs:
from Harry, propofed a vifit-at Ms. Weft» -
brook’s, . a plump, - rich, civil, cit,. whofe
houfe we muft of necefity pafss As.my
lord defpifes wealth, and. Mr. Weftbrook’s
genealogy in the third generation lofes itfelf
~inalivery ftable, he has always avoided an

»m;unacy, .which the other has as ftudioufly
fought, but as it- is not in.his nature to
treat any body with ill-breeding, he has
fuffered their vifits, though he has been
flow in returning them ; and has fometimes:
invited the daughter to a ball.

'The ladg wife, who is a woman of
great erudition, and is at prefent intirely
loft to the world, all her faculties being
. en the rack compofing a treatife againft
the immortality of the foul, fent down

apology ; and we were entertained by

demoifelle la Fille, who is little, lean,
brown, with fmall pert black eyes, quick-
~ ened
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ened by a large quantity of abominable
bad rouge : the talks inceflantly, hasa great
deal of city vivacity, and ap:odlowus paf-
fion for people of a certain rank, a phrafe’
of which fthe is peculiarly fond. Her mo-
ther being above the little vulgar cares of-
a family, or fo unimportant 2 tafk as the
edutation of an only child, fhe was early
entrufted. to a French chamber-maid, who,..
having lefc her. own country -on- account
of a Faux Pas which had vifible confe-
quences, was appointed to inftill the prin-
ciples ‘of virtue and politenefs into the
flexiblé mind ‘of this illuftrious heirefs of
the houfe of Weftbrook, under the title: of
governefs. My information of this morn-
ing further fays, that, by the cares of
this accomplifhed perfon, fhe acquired
a competent, though incorreét, knowledge .
of the French lancruagc, with cunning
difimulation, affurance, and a tafte for.
gallantry; to which if you add a fervile
paffion for quality, and an opreflive in-
folcnce to all, however worthy, who want
that
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tHat wealth which fhe owes to her father’s
fkill in" Change alley, you will have an
idea of the bride I intend for Harry Man-
deville. Methinks, 1 hear you exclaim :
« Heavens! what a conjunction” ’Tis
mighty well, but people muft live, and
there is 80,000 /. _attached to this animal,
and if the girl likes him, I dont fee what
he can do better, with birth, and a habit
of profufe expence, which he has fo little
to fupport. She fung, for the creatore
fings, a tender Italian air, which fhe ad-

. drefled to Harry in a-manner and with a

look, that convinces me her ftileis 'amorofe,
and that Harry is the prefent object. After
the fong I furprifed him talking low to her,
and prefling her hand, whillt we were all
admiring an India cabinet; and on fecing
he was obferved, he left her with anair
of confcious guilt which convinces me he
intends to follow the purfuit, and is at the.
fame time afhamed of his purpofe. Poer
fellow! 1 pity him; but marriage is his

only
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‘oflycard. Tl put the matter forward,
and make my lord invite her to the next
‘ball. Doi’t you think I am a generous
creature, to facrifice the man I lpvc to his

“'own good? When fhll I'fec one of your
felfith fex fodifinterefted ? no, you men.have
abfolutély. no.idea of fentiment.

' Adio! A. WiLMmoT.

To Gnoncn MO»RDAUN.T, Efg;

T is the cuftom here for every ‘body
“to fpend their mornings as they pleafe,
- which does not however hmdcr our fome-
times making parties all together when’
\Bur inclinations happen all to take “the .
fame -turn.. My lord this morning pro- -
pofed an airing to the ladies, and that
we fhould, m&ead of returning to dinner,
ftop at the firft neat farm houfc where we
could hope for decent accommodations.
Love of variety made the propofal agreca-
bleto us all; and a fervant being ordered
- before
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before to make fome little provifion, we
ftopped, after the pleafanteft airing ima-
ginable, atthe entrance of a wood, where,
leaving aur equipages to be fent to the
neighbouring village, we walked up a
winding path to a ruftic building, em-
bofomed in the grove, the archite&ture of
which was in the moft elegant ftile of fim-
plicity : the trees round this lovely retreat
were covered with wood bines .and jeffa-
mines, from which a gale of perfume met
our approach: the gentleft breath of Ze-.
phyr juft moved the leaves, the birds;fung
in'the branches, a fpring of thecleareft
water broke from the rifing~ground on
the Jeft, and murmuring along a tranfpa-
rent pebbly bottom, feemed to lofe itfelf
in a.thicket of rofes: no rude found dif-
turbed the fweet harmony of nature; all.
breathed the faul of inhocence “and tran-

quillity, but a tranquillity raifed above it-
| felf. My heart danced with pleafure, and .
the lovely lady Julia happening to be next

me,
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me, I kiffed her hand with an involuntary
fervor, which called up into her checks a
blufh « celeftial rofy red.” When we en-
tered the houfe, we were ftruck with the
propriety, the beauty, the fimplicity of all
around us ; the apartments were few, but
airy and commodious ; the-furniture plain,
but new and in the moft “beautiful tafte;
no ornaments but vafes of:flower, 15, NO at-
tendants but country gxrls, blooming as
- the morn, and dreft thh ancatnefs inex-
prefible. - )
~ After aneclegant cold dinner, and a de-
fert-of cream and the beft fruits in feafon,
we walked into the wood with which the
houfe was {furrounded, the romantic va-
riety of whish it is impoffible to defcribe;;
all was nature, but nature in her moft plea-
fing form. We wandered over the fweet-
ly varied fcene, refting at intervals in ar-
bours of intermingled rofes and jeflamines,
till we reached a beautiful mofly grotto,
wildly
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wildly lovely,” whefe entrance: was almolt

hid by the vines which flaunted over its

top. Here we found tea- and coffee pre-
pared as if byinvifible hands.- Lady
Anne exclaimed that all was enchantment ;
and Lord Belmont’s eyes fparkled with
that livcly joy, which a benevoleat mind

feels in . commmxcauno happme& to
others.

Lady Julia alone feened not o tafte the
pleafures of the day: Her charming eyes
* had a2 melancholy languor I never faw in

them befare: fhe was referved, filent, '

abfent ; and would not have efcaped Lady
Anne’s raillery, had not the latter been
t00 much taken up with the lovely fcene
10 attend to any thing but joy.

As friendthip has a thoufand groundlefs

fears, I tremble left I fhould have beenfo -

unhappy -as to offend her: I remember
the feemed difpleafed with my kiffing her
Vou. L. D _ hand,

1 e
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hand, and fcarce fpoke to me the whale
day: I will beg of Lady Anne to afk the
«caufe, for I cannot fupport the apprehen-

- fion of having offended her.

It was with difficulty Lord Belment
forced usat night from this enchanting re-
tirement, which  he calls his hermitage,
and whithis the fcene of his moft pleafing
hours. To Lady Anne and meit had a
charm it did not want, the powerful charm
of novelty: it is about four miles from
Belmont houfe, not far diftant from the
extremities of the park. To this place I
am told Lord Belmont often retires, with
his amiable family, and thofe particularly
bappy in his efteem, to avoid the hurry of
company, and give himfelf up entirely
2o the uninterrupted fweets of domeftic en-
Joyment. Sure noman but Lord Belmont
knows how tolive! - ,

- H. MaxpEeviLLE,

‘To
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To Col. BErLrvILLE.

O R D, thefe prudes— no, don’t let

me injure her — thefe people of high
{entiment,are fo tremblingly alive all o’er—
there is poor Harry in terrible difgrade
with Lady Julia for only kiffing her hand,
and amidft fo bewitching a {cene too, that I
.am really {urprized at hls moderation; all
breathed the foul of pleafure ;— rofy bowers
and moffy pillows, cooing doves and whif-
pering Zephyrs — I think my Lord has a
ftrange confidence in his daughter’sinfen-
ﬁbxhty to truft herin thefe feducing groves,
and with fo divine a fellow «in compa-
ny — But ds | was faying, the takes the
affair quite ferioufly, and makes it anof-
fence of the blackeft die —Well, I thank
my ftars, I am not one of thefe féhfitive
plants; he might have kiffed ‘my hand
twenty times without my being—more a-
D2 . larmed
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larmed than if a fly had fettled there; nay .

. a thoufand to one ‘whether I had even becn

conf‘mous of it at al]

1 have. laughcd her out of her refent-
sent, for it is really abfurd; the poor fel-
low was abfolutely miferable about it, and
begged my interceflion, asif ithad beena -

-matter of the higheft importance. = When

1 faw her beginto be athamed of the thing,
Really. my dear, fays I, I am glad you are
convinced how ridiculous your anger was.

for llnatured people might have put ftrange
conftru@ions. ~ I know but one way of

_accounting r_anonally»_-_-xf I was Harry I

thould be extremely flattered — one would
almoft fuppofe — This anfwered ; — I car-
ryed my poing, and transferred the pretty
thing’s anger to me; it bjuthed with in-
dignation, drew up, and, if mamma had not
happened to enter the room at that inftant,
an agreeable fcene of altercation would pro-

- bably have enfued: fhe tgok that op-
’ - . ‘.‘ wr.
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po;mmty of retiring to hcr apartmcnt,
and wé faw no more of her till dinner,
when fhe was gracious to Ha.rry, and ex~
cccdmgly ftately to me.

O mon Dieu! I had almoft forgot :
we are to have a little concert this evening

and fce, my dear Lord appcars to fummon-
me. ~ Adio| Caro!

2

A. WiLMoT. -

Fo Henry ManpeviLLE, Efgy -
E S, my dear fon, you do me juftice ¢
Tam never fo happy as whenI-know
you are fo. . I perfe@ly agree with you as
to the charms of Lord Belmont’s hermit«
age, and admire that .genuine tafte for ele- -
gant nature which gives fuch a fpirited-
variety to the life of the - mfcﬁ andmoﬁ

. amiable ofmen

But does it not, my dear Harry, gw&
vou at the fame time a very contemptible.

,D3 v xdea.,_
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1dea of the power of greatnefs to make its
pofieflors happy, to fee it thus flyiag as it
were from itfelf, and feeking pleafure not
in the fruition, but in the temporary fuf-
penfion, of thofe fuppofed advantages it
has above other conditions of life ? Believe
me, it is notin the coftly dome, but in the
sural cott, that the impartial Lord of aH has
xed the chearful feat of happinefs. Health, -
peace, content, and foft domeftic tendernefs,

" theonly real {weets of life, driven from the
- gilded palace, fmile on the humble roof of

virtuous mduﬂ:y

1 he poor complain not of the tediouf-
nefs of life: their daily toil makes fthort
the flying hours, and every moment of.
reft from labour is to them a moment of
enjoyment. Net fo the great : furrounded
from earliet youth by pleafures which
court their -acceptance, their tafte palled
by habit,and the too great facility of fatiat-
ing  every with, laffitude and difguft creep

on
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on their languid hours; 'and, wanting the
doubtful'gale of hope to keep the mind
in gentle agitation; it finks into a dead
calm more deftru@ive to every enjoyment
than the rudeft ftorm of adverfity. The
haughty dutchefs; " opprefled with taftelefs:
pomp, and finking under the weight of
her own importance, is much lefs to be
envyed than ‘“the milk-maid finging blithe,”
~ wha is'in:her. oyes the ob]e& only of ptcy
and comempt .

Your acqu‘amancc with the great world,
my. dear Harry, has fhown'you the fplen-
did mifery of fuperior life ;- you have. feen
thofe mofk wretched to.whom heaven has
granted -the. ampleft. external means. of
happinefs. Miferable flaves to pride, the
moft corroding of human paffions; ftrang-
ers to focial pleafure, incapable of love or

friendlhip, living to_others not to them-

felves, ever in purfuit of the fhadew.of
happinefs, whilft the fubftance glides patt

D 4 ~them




L e

36 . The HISTORY of "

them unobferved, they dragon an infipid
joylefs being: unloved and unconnetted;
icorning the tender ties which give life
allits fweetnefs, they fink unwept and un-
iamented to the grave.. ‘They know not”
the converfation_of a-faiend; that conver-
fation which * brightens theceyes: their
pride, aninvafion on she natural rights of
mankind, meets with perpetual mornﬁca-
tion; and their rage for diffipation, like
the burning thisft of a fever,.1s at once
boundlefs and unquenchable,

Yet, tho” Happinefs loves the vale, it
would be unjuft:to. confine her to thofe
humble fcenes;. mor: his: her prefence, as
our tmes afford 2 {ning and amiable ex-
ample, uriatrainable to rogalty itfelf ; the wife
and- good,” whate’er their rank, led by the

-hand of fimple unerrmg naturc, are feldom

knowar'xo- mxfs thﬁr way to- her delight-
ful aboée
You
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You have feen Lord Belmont (bleit
with wifdom to chufe, and fortune to purs.
fue his choice, convinced that wealth and
titles, - the portion’ of few, are not only-
foreign to, but oftén- inconfiftent withy
tiue happinefs) feek the lovely: goddefs;

“not in' the pride of fhow, the pomp of-
* courts; or'the-madnefs: of diEipatiOn*ﬁ_ butin
the calm of retirement, in"the bofom of
friendfhip,- in the fweets of -dear domeftic
life, in the tender pleafing duties of hufband
and of father, in the practice of beneficence, -
“znd every gentlerivirtue. Others may be
lke him convinced, but few like hiny
have {pirit and refolution.to burft the magic

fetters of example and. fafhion, and nobly
dare to be happy.

\Vhat pleafure does it give me to find
you in fo juft a way of thinking in regard
to fortune! Yés, my dear Harry, all that
inreality deferves the name of good, fo
far as it centers in ourfelves, is within

D - the
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the reach, not only of our moderate in-
- come, but of once much belowit. Great -
wealth is only defirable for the power it
gives us of making others happy, and
when one fces how very few make this
only laudable ufe of extreme affluence, one
acquiefces chearfully in the will of heaven,
fatisfied with not having the temptation of
mifapplying thofe gifts of the fupreme
being, for which we fhall undoubtedly be
accountable. '
: | ‘ -
Nothing can, as you obferve, be more
worthy .a reafonable creature than Lord
Belmont’s plan of life: he has enlarged
- his own circle of happinefs, by taking
into it that of all mankind, and parti-
cularly of all around him: his bounty
glides unobferved, like the decp filent
_ ftream, nor is it by relieving fo much as
\by" preventing want, that his generous
fpiric afts: itis his glory and his pleafl\:re
: that
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that he, muft go_beyend the limits.of his
ewn cftate to find. obje&s of real cbﬁrefs

He encourages induftry, and’ kc_eps up
the foul of chearfulnefs amongft his ten-
~ ants, by maintaining as much as poflible
- the natural equality of mankind on his
eftate: His farmsare not large, but mode-
rately rented ; all are at eafe, and can pro-
* vide happily for their families, none rife to
exorbitant wealth. - The very cottagers
are ﬁrangcrs to all that even approaches
- wint: when the bufier feafons of the year
are paft, he gives them employment ia
his woods or gatdens ;- and finds: double -
beauties in every improvement there, whenr

he reflects that from thence ~ =~ 7"
« Hcalth to hxmfclf and to lns xnfants
. brcad .

< The labourer bcars

Plcmy, thc child: of mduﬁry, ﬁmlcs on
xh:u- humblc abodes, and if any unforcieen
mil-
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misfortune nips the bloffoms of their prof-
perity, his bounty, defcending filent and
refrefhing as the dews of heaven, renews
their blooming ftate, and reftores joy to
their happy dwellings.

To fay all in one word, the maxims by

‘which he governs alt the altions of his life

are manly, benmevolent, enlarged, liberal’;
and his generous paffion for the good of

. others is rewarded by his Creator, whofe-ap-
- probation is his firft point of view, with

as much happinefs to himfelf as this fub-
lunary ftateis capable of. . Adieu!
Your affe@ionate -} ManpeviLLE,

To. Cel. BeLLvILLE.

ES, I am indeed fond of your Ita-

liano ; it is the language of Lowe

and the Mufes : has a certain foftnefs and
all that; — and by no means difficult to
underftand — at leaft it is tolerable eafy to
underftand‘as-much of itas I do, as much
as
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1s enables one to be conceited, and give
cne’s felf airs amongft thofe who are total-
ly ignorant: wken this happens, 1 look
aftonithedt the Gothic creatures.--¢¢ Hea-

“vens! my dear Madam, nor Know

“ Iralian ? how I pity your favage igno-

 rance! not kmow Italian! La Lingua:

«“D'Amore? Oh! Mirtnllo! Mirtillo!

« Anima mia!”.-The dear creatures ftare, -

and ‘hate one fo cordially, it is really. charm-
ing % And if one now-and then uslucki
ly blunders upon fomebody who is more
in the fecret than one’s felf, a downcaft
look, and Ho vergogna Signora, faves all,

and does credit at once to onc’s learning

and one’s modefty. Flattered too by fo plain
a confeflion of their fuperiority, they give
you credit for whatever degree of know-
ledge you defire, and go away fo fatisied—
and exclaim in all companies, “ upon my

‘“ word, Lady Aanc Wilmotis abfolutely’

““an exquifite miftrefs of Italian, only a
“ liztle tao diffident.™

Iam

W

e
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I am juft come from playing at ball in
the garden, Lord Bclmont of the party :
this {weet old man! I am half in love
with him, though I have no kind of hopes, ..
for he told me yefterday, that, lovely as I
was, Lady Belmont was in his eyes a thou-
fand times more fo. How amiable is age
like his! fo condefcending to the pleafures.
of the young! fo charmed to fee them hap--
py ! he gains infinitcly in point of love by
this eafy goednefs, and as te refpe, his:
virtues cannot fail to command it

Oh! i'propos to age, my Lord fays he -
he is fure I thall be a moft agreeable old-
woman, and I am almoft of his opinion.
Adieu! creature ! I can no more.

By the way, do you know that Harry’s
Cittadina has taken a prodigious Penchant
for me, and vows no woman on earth has
fo much wit, or fpirit, or politefle, us Lady
Anne Wilmot. Something like 3 glim-

2 mering
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mering of tafte this: I proteft I begin to
- think the girl not quitc {o intolerable.

Je fuis votre,
A. WiLmoT.

To the Earl of BELMONT.
My Lord,
N unforefeen inevitable misfortune

having happened to me, for which
a too carelefs ceconomy had left me total-

ly toprovided, 1 find it neceffary to feit -

my eftate and quit the country.

I could find a ready purchafer in Mr.
Weftbrook, who, with the mercilefs ra-
pacity of an exchange-broker, watches
like a harpy the decline of every gentle-
“¢man’s fortune in this neighbourhood, in
order to feize on his poffeflions: but the

tender affeGion 1 bear my tenants, makes.

me folicitous to confult their good as much

as poffible in the fale, fince my hard fate.

will

N . A AR
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will not allow me longer:to contribute tor
it myfelf: F will not here fay more than
“that 1 cannot provide more effe@ually
for their happinefs than by felling to your
lordthip. o |

- Iam, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft

Obedient and devoted Servant,

" JaAMEs BARKER.

-
-

To JamMes BARKER, Efq;‘qliw
SIR,

Am extremely concerned any accident

. fhould have happened which makes
it poffible 1 fhould lofc from my neigh- -

bourhood a gentleman of family, of fo very

worthy a charaéter, and one 1 fo greatly

cfteem : but } hope means may be found

to prevent what would be fo extremely

regretted
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regretted by all who have the pleafure of
knowing, you. ' v

As I have always regarded the indepen-
dent country gentlemen as the firength
" and glory of this kingdem, and the beft
fupports of our excellent. conftitution, no
increafe of power or property to myfelf
fhall ever tempt me to leflen the number
of them, where it can poffibly be avoided.

H you have refolution to enter on fo exach.
a fyftent of ceconomy as will enable you

to repay any fum you may want i feven
years, whatever that fum is, I fhall be moft
happy in advancing it and will take it back
in the manner moft eafy to you. I think
I could trace out a plan by which you
-might retrench confiderably in a manner
fcarce perceptible. 1 will to-merrow
morning call upon you when I am riding
out, when we will talk further on this fub-

k€t ; be affured, nome of the greedy Le-.

viathans of eour days can feel half the
pleafure

PR Rt e il (o v deb S
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’ple1furc in compleating a purchafc that’
I fhall do in declining this, if/I can be fo
happy as to keep you amongft us. Your
accepting this without hefitation, will be
a proof of your efteem which l:can-never
forget, as it will thew you think too high-
ly of me to fear my making an ill ufe -
hereafter of having had the happinefs of
doing for you what, if we were tg change
- prefent firvations,. I know you would. re-
Joice in doing for me. . I havg afund whiclf—~
I call the bank of friendthip, on- which
it is my rule to take no intereft, which
you may command to its. utmoﬂ: exteat,

l am, dear Sir, -
Your affetiona friend, -
and obedient fervant, -

Bermow®.

To




Lady Juria ManDEvILLE. 67
To Col. BELL VILLE.

THURSDAY.

E have been dining Al frefco
in a ruftic temple in a wood near

the houfe: romanefque, fimple; the pil-

lars trunks of ancient oaks, the roof the

bark of trees, the pavement pebbles,. the-
feats mofs 5 the wild melody cf nature our

mufick ; the diftant found of the cafcade

juft breaks on the ear, which, joined by the

chant of the birds, the cooing of the
doves, the lowing of the herds, and the
gently breathing weftern breeze, forms a
concert moft divinely harmonious.

Really this place would be charming
if it was a little more replete with humaa

ings; but to me the fineft landfcape is a -

dreary wild, unlefs adorned by a few groups
of figures. — There are ’fqmrcs indeed—
/oo wcll

/

/
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~— well abfolutely your ’fquires are an
agreeable race of people, refined, fentimen-
tal, formed for the Belle paffion; tho’ it
muft be owned the *fquires about Belmont
are ratiorzl animals compared to thofe my
Caro Spofo ufetgzo affociate with: my Lord
has exceedingly humanized them, and their
wives and daughters are decent creatures :
which really 'amazed me at firft, for you
know, Bellville, there is in gcncral no
ftanding thc country rmﬁ‘es

Your fettcr is juft brought me: all you
fdy of levees and drawing rooms, is thrown
away

s Talk not to me of courts, for I difdain

« All courts when he is by : far be the
“noife

¢ Of kings and- courts fwm us, whofe

o gemlc fouls
« Qur kinder ftars have fteered another

9 w a}v.

Yes,
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Yes, the rural tafte prevails; my plan

of life is fixed; to fit-under a hill aml
kccp theep with Harry Mandeville.

O mon Dieu! what do 1 fce coming
down the avenue? Is it in woman to refift
“that equipage? Papier machée — highly

gilded — loves and doves —fix Jong tailed

grey Arabians—by all the gentle powers of

love and gallantry, Fondville himfelf —the
dear enchanting creature « nay then —

poor Harry — all is over with him — I
difcard him this moment, and take Fond- -
ville for my Cecifbeo—freth from Paris
—jult unported-O all ye godg!

an AY Morming.

1 lcft you fomewhat abruptly, and am

~ returned to fill up my epiftle with the ad-
- ventures of yefterday.



70 The HISTORY of -

The great gates being throwa open,
and the chariot drawn up to the fteps, my
charming Fondville, dreft in a fuit of light-
coloured filk embroidered with filver, a
hat with a black feather under his arm,
and a large bouquet of artificial flowers
in his button-hole, all Arabia breathing
from his well-fcented handkerchief,defcend-
ed, like Adonis from the carr of Venus,
and,full of the idea of his own 1rrcﬁ£hb1ht) s
advanced towards the faloon--he advanced

- not with the doubtful air of a bathful lover

" intimidated by a thoufand tender fears, but
in a minuet ftep, humming an opera tune,
and cafting a fide glance at every looking
glafs in his way. The firft compliments
being over, the amiable creature feated
himfelf by me, and begun the following
converfation : :

Well, but my dear lady Anne, this is
fo furprizing—your ladythip in Campagna?
I thought Wilmot had given you a furfeit
of the poet’s Elyzium e horrid retire-

ment—
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:ment—how do you contrive to kill time ?
— tho’ Harry Mandeville indeed — a
widow of {pirit may find fome amufement
ahiere.

‘Why redlly, Fondville, -2 pretty fellow

does prodigiaufly foften the harrors of
folitude.

O, nothing fo weH.
And Harry has his attra&tions.

Attractions! ah! L’Amore! the faireft
eyes of Rome...

But pray, my dear lord, how did the court
bear my abfence?

I defpair: the very Zephyrs about
Verfailles have learnt to figh, la belle An-
gloife.

And
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And Miremont ?

inconfolable : ftaid away from two ope-
ras. ‘

Is it poffible ? the dear conftant creature!
how his fufferings touch me but
here is company.

Any body one knows ?
1 rather think not.

~ What the good company of the Envi-
rons, the Arriefe ban, the Poffe Comita-
tus? '

Even fo: my lord * brings down the
© ¢ patives upon us,” but, to do the creatures
juflice, one fhall feldom fec tamer favages.

Here the door opening, Fondville rofe
with us all,; and leaning againtt the wainf-

coat,
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coat, in an attitude of eafy indifference, half
bowing, without deigning® to turn his
eyes on thofe who entered the room, con-
tinued playing my fan, and talking to.

me in a half whifper, till all were feated;
* when my dear lady Belmont, leading the
converfation, contrived to make it general,
till, tea being over, my lord propofed a
walk'in the gardens ; where baving trifled

away an hour very pleafantly, we- found
~ mufic ready in the falooa at our return, and -
danced till midnight.

Lord Vifcount Fondville “he wamld not
have you omit Vifcount for the world) left
us this morning: my lord is extremely
polite and attentive to him, on the fuppo-
fition of his being ‘my lover; otherwife he -
muft expe® no fupernumerary civilities
at Belmont; for, asit is natural to value
moft thofe advantages one pofiefies ones
felf, my lord, whofe nobility is but of the -

third generation, but whofe anceftry lofes
. Vou. L, E itfel?
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itfelf in the clouds, pays much greater
refpect to along line of illuftrious anceftors
than to the moft lofty titles; and I am
forry to fay my dear Fondville’s pedigree
will not ftand the teft; he owes his fortune
and rank to the iniquity of his father, who
was deep in the infamous fecret of the
South Sea bubble.

'Tis however a good-natured, inoffen-
five, lively, thowy animal, and does not

flacter difagreeably. He owns Belmont
_not abfolutely fhocking, and thinks lady
Julia rather tolerable, if fhe was fo happy
- as to have a little of my fpirit and enjoue-
ment. Adjo! A. WiLmoT.

O Ciel ! what a2 memory ! this is not poft
day You may poflibly gain a line or two
by thls ftrange forgctfulncfs of mine,

<
. SATYRDAY.
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Saturpay,

Nothing new, but that La Signora
Weftbrook, who vifited here yeferday,
cither was, or pretended to be, taken ill
before her coach came, and Harry, by ber
own defire, attended her home in; lady
Julia’s poft chaife. He came back with
fo grave an air, that I fancy fhe had been
malung abfolute, plain, down-right love
to him: her ridiculous fondnefs begins to
be rather perceptible to every body: real-
ly thefe city girls are fo rapid in their a-
mours, they won’t give a man time to.
breathe.

Once more, Adieu!



26 Tk HISTORY of

To GeEorGE MorDAUNT, Elg;

June 13th,

Have juft received a letter which
I makes me the moft unhappy of man-
kind: ’tis from a lady whofe fortune is
greatly above my moft fanguine hopes, and
whofe merit and tendernefs deferve ;that
heart which I feel it is not in my power to
give her. The general com,plap_epéy@f my
behaviour to the lovely fex, and my hav-
ing been accidentally .her partner at two
or three balls, has dececived her into an
opinion that fhe is beloved by me; and
‘fhe imagines fhe is only returning a paffion,
which her fuperiority of fortune has pre-
vented my declaring. How much is fhe
to be pitied? my heart knows too well
" the pangs of difappointed love not to
feel moft tenderly for the fufferings of
another, without the additional motive
to compafﬁon of bcmg the undefigned

caufc
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caufe of thofe fufferings, the feveref of
which human nature is capable. I am
“embarraffed to the greateft degree, not
what refolution to take, that required not
a moment’s deliberation, but how to foften
the ftroke, and in what manner,. without
woundixig her delicacy,. to decline an offer,
which fhe has not the leaft doubt of my
accepting with all the eager tranfport of -
timid- love, furprlfed. by unexpected fuc-
cefs.

I have wrote to her, and: think Ifhall
fend this anfwer; I enclofe you a copy of
it: herletter is already deftroyed : her name
T'conceal. 'Fhe honor of alady is too facred
to be trufted, even to the faithful breaft’
of a friend. - :
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To Mifs

O words, madam, can exprefs the
warmth of my graticude for your

~ generous intentions in my favor, tho’ my

ideas of probity will not allow me to take

advantage of them.

+ To rob a gentleman, by whom 1have
been treated with the utmoft hofpiality,
not only of his whole fortune, but of, what
is infinitely more valuable, a beloved and
amiable daughter, is an ation fo utterly
inconfiftent with thofe fentiments of honor

“which 1 have always cultivated, as even
your perfections cannot tempt me to be
guilty of. I muft therefore, however
unwillingly, abfolutely decline the hap-
pincfs you have had the goodnefs to per-

© omit
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mit me to hope for, and beg leave to fub-
feribe myfelf,

Madam, -
"with the utmoft gratitude
' and mott lively efteem,
your moft obliged and
devoted fervant, -
H. Mandeville.

I ought: perhaps to be more explicit in,
my refufal of her, but I cannot bring my-
felf to fhock her fenfibility, by an appear-
ance of total indifference. Surely this is
fufficiently clear, and as much as can be

faid by a man fenfible of; and grateful for,
- fo infinite an obligation. S

You will fmile when I own, that, inthe’
~ midft of my concern for this lady, Ifeela-
fecret, and, I fear, an ungenerous, plea-
fure, in facrificing her tolady Julia’s friend-
thip, tho’- the latter will never be fenfible
of the facrifice. _
: - : E 4 i . YCS, :
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Yes, my fricnd, every idea of an efta- -
blithment in the world, however remote
or however advantagcous, dies away be-
fore the joy of being efteemed by her, and

7 at liberty to cultivate that efteem; deter-

mined againft ‘marriage, 1 have no wifh,
no hope, but that of bcing for ever uncon-
nefted, for ever bleft in her converfation,
torever allowcd aninterrupted, unreftrain-
ed by nearer nes, to hear that enchanting
voice, to fwear on that fnowy hand
eternal amity, to liften to the unreferved
- fentiments of the moft beautiful mind
in- the  creation, | uttered with the me-

lody of angels. Kad 1 worlds, I would
give them to mfpyrc her with the fame

wlfhcs !
H. MANDEVILLE.
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To Col. BELLVILLE.

Weosespay Night, -

Can’t conceive, Bellville, what it is
" that ‘makes me fo ‘much the men’s
tafte : Ireally think I am not handfome — -
not fo very handfome — not fo handfome
as lady Julia,;— yet I don’t khow how it
is — I 'am " perfecuted ‘to death amongft
you — the misfortune to- pleale every bo-
dy — ’tis amazing - — -no regularity of -
features ‘—- fine eyes indeed — a vivid
bloom — a feducing {mile — an clegant
form < an -air of the world — and fomre-
thing-extrernely well in the Toute enfem-
ble — a.kind of an-agreeable mannersm -
‘eafy, fpirited, Degagée — and for the un-
derftanding -— 1 flatter mylelf malice it-
felf cannot deny me she beauties of ‘the
mind. You might juftly fay to me,
what the queen of Sweden faid ‘to Made-
moilelle le Fevre, ¢ with fuch an' under-
E ;s ftanding,

N
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« ftanding, are not you afhamed to be
~ & handfome ?”

Trurspay Morning.

Abfolutely deferted.. Lord and Lady
Belmont are gone to town this morning on
fudden and unexpetted bufinefs : poor
Harry’s fitvation would have been piti-
able, had not my lord, confidering how
~ impofiible it was for him to be well with

~ us both a Trio, fent to Fondville to fpend
~ a week here-in their abfence, which they

hope will not be much longer. Harry,
who is viceroy, with abfolute power, has
~ only one commiffion, to amufe lady Julia
and me, and not let. us pafs a languid hour
till their return. :

O Dio! Fondville’s Arabians! the
dear creature looks up —he bows —
* That bow might from the bidding of the

- ¢ gods command me”’ e——a
4 " Dant
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Don’t you love quotations! I am im-
menfely fond of them: a certain proof of
‘erudition : and, in my fentiments, to be
a woman of literature is to be In
fhort, my dear Bellville, I early in life -
difcovered, by the the meer force of ge-
nius; that there were two characters only in -
which one might take a thoufand little in- -
nocent freedoms, without being cenlured
by a parcel of impertinent .old women,
thofe of a Belle Efpirit and a Methodift ;
and, thelatter not beingin my ftyle, I chofe
to fet up for the former, in which I have
had the happinefs to fucceed fo much be-
yond my hopes, ‘that the firft queftion now -
atked amongft polite people, when a new
picce comes out, is, . What does lady
¢ Anne Wilmot fay of it ?”’ A fcornful fmile -
. from me would. damn the beft play that
ever was wrote ; as a Jook of approbation,
for I am naturally merciful, has faved
many a dull one. Infhort, if you fhould
happento write ag infipid poem, whichisex-
K6 . tremely -

£
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tremely probable, fend it to me, and my
Fiat fhall crown you with immortaliry.

- Oh! heavens! 3 propos, do you know
that Bell Martin,in the wane of her charms,
and paft the meridian of her reputation, is
 abfoulutely married to fir Charles Cantesell ?

Aftonithing! till I condefcend to give
‘the clue. She praifed his bad verfes. A
thoufand things appear ftrange in human
_ hfe, which, if one had the real key, are
only.natural effects of a hidden caufe. *¢ My
*¢ dear fir Charles, fays Bell, thatdivine fap-
. ¢ phic of yours — thofe melting founds —
“« | have endeavoured to fet it — But Or-
** pheus or Amphion alone-- I would fing it
¢ '— yet fear to truft my own heart— fuch
¢¢ extatic numbers — who that hasa foul*—
She fung half a flanza, and, overcome by
the magic force of verfe, leaning on his

B breaft, as if abforbed in fpeechlefs tranfport,

s (he fainted, funk, and dyed away”™. Find
'mc the poct upon earth who covld have
‘ withftood
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withftood this. He married her the next
morning.

"Oh ! Ciel! Liforgot the Caro Fondville,
I am really inhuman. Adieu!
¢ Je fuis votre amie tres fidelle”,
I can abfolutely afford no more at prefent.

To Henry MANDtVlLLE, Efq,

London, June 20th,

OU can have no idea, my dear
Mr. Mandeville, how weary I am
of beingthefe few days only in town: that
any one, who is happy enough to have a
houfe, a cottage, in the-country, fhould
continue here at this feafon, isto me incon-
ceivable : but that gentlemen of large
property, that noblemen fhould imprifon
themfelves in this fmoaking furnace, when
the whole land is a blooming garden, a wil-
dcmcfs of fweets; when pleafure courts
them
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them in her faireft form ; nay, when the
fordid god of modern days, when Intereft
joins his potent voice; when power; the
beft power, that of doing good, folicits
their prefence, can only be.accounted for,
by fuppofing them under the dominion of
fafcination, fpell-caught by fome mali-
cious demon, an enemy to human. hap-
pinefs.

I cannot refift addreffing them in a ftan
za or two of a poem, which deferves to be
written in letters of gold :

¢ Mean nme, by pleafure’s fophaﬁry 4
¢ lur .
*- ¢ From the bright fun and living

‘ ‘¢ breeze ye ftray :
And, deep in London’s gloomy haunts
¢ immur’d,

< Brood o’er your fomme s, freedom’s,
« health’s decay, .- ,
¢ O, blind of choice, and to yourfelves
& untrue! ,
: ¢ The
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¢ The young grove fhoots, their
“ bloom the fields renew,
The manfion alks its lord, the fwains
¢¢ their friend ;
« While he doth riot’s orgies haply
[ m,
- Oj tempt the gamefter’s dark deftroy-
1) ‘ng fm’
* ¢ Or at fome courtly fhrine thh ﬂa—
¢¢ vifh incenfe bead.

o And -yet full oft your anxious tongues
complain - ‘
¢ That carelefs tumult prompts the
< ruftic throng ;
¢ That the rude village inmates now
¢ difdain
<« Thofe homely ties which rul’d their
¢¢ fathers long :
« Als! your fathers did by ocher arts
¢ Draw thofe kind ties arouud their
o ﬁmple hearts,
 And led in other paths their du&de
o will 2
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¢« By fucecours, faithful counfel, cour=-
¢ teous chear,
<« Won them the ancient manners to re-
¢ vere, : ~
< To prize theireountry’s peace, and .
<« heaven’s due rites fulfil.

Can-a nobleman of -{pirit prefer the ruds -
infults of .a licentious. London rabble, -the
refufe of evergfand, to the warm and faith.
ful attachment ‘of a brave, a generous, a.
free, and’ ]dyal yecmanry in'the "country.
Does not intereft, as well as viftue:and hu-

" manity, prempt them, by living on ‘their
‘eftates, -to imitate the heavens, which re-

turn the moifture they draw from the earth, -
in grateful dews and fhowers 2’

" When I firft came.to Belmont,. having
been fome years abroad, 1 found my te-
nants poor and dejected, fcarce able to
gain a hard penurious living... The. neigh-
bourmg gentlemen fpendmcr two thirds of

the
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the year in London, and the town, which
was the market for my eftate, filled only s ¥
with people in trade, who could fearce :
live by each other: I ftruck at the root b
of thisevil, and, by living almoft altoge-
ther in the country myfelf, brought the - T
whole neighbourhood to do the fame™». I
promoted every kind of diverfion, which._
foon filled my town with gentlemen’s fa-
milies, which raifed the markets, and of
confequence the value'of my effate: my :
tenants grew rich at the fame rents which . &
before they were-unable to pay 5 population- o
encreafed, my villages were full of inha-
bitants, and all around me was gay and :
flourifhing. So fimple, my dear Mr. Man-

deville, are the maxims of true policy : but

"it muft be fo; that machine which hasthe

feweft wheels is certainly moft eafy to keep
in order. {

 Have you had my old men to dine?

at fixty I admit them to my table, where

theyare always once a fortnight my guefts.
I love
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1 love to “converfe with thofe, ¢ whom
¢« age and long experience render wife”

and, in my idea of things, it.is time to
flacken the reins of pride, and to wave all
fublunary diftin¢tions, whenthey are fonear
being- at an end between us. Befidesl
know, by my own feelings, that age wants
the comforts of life : a plentiful table, ge-
nerous wines, chearful converfe, and the
notice of thofe cﬁey have been accuftomed
%0 tevere, renews in fome degree the fire

“of youth, gives a {pring to- declining na-

ture, and perhaps prolongs as well as en-
livens the evening of their days.. Noris
it a fmall addition to my fatisfattion, to fee

_the refpect paid them by the young of their

own. rank, from the obfervation of their
beipg; thas diftinguithed by me: asan

‘old man, I have a kind of intereft in

making age an obje&t of reverence; but,
were I ever fo young, I would continue 2
cuftom, which appears to me not lefs juft
than humane, :
' Adieu!
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Adieu! my efteemed, my amiable friend !
how I envy you your larks and nightin-
gales! . Your faithful BeLmonT.

To Col. BELLVILLE.

THURSDAY,

OSITIVELY, Bellville, I can an-

{wer for nothing: thefe fylvan fcenes
are fo very bewitching, the vernal grove,
and balmy Zephyr, are fo favourable to.a
lover’s prayer, that, if Fondville was any,
thing but a pretty man about town, my
fituation would be extremely critical.

. This wicked Harry too has certainly

fome evil defign; he forms nothing but

enchanting rural parties, - either i quarrec,

or with others of the young and gay': "not. ...

a maiden aunthas appeared at Belmont
fince his reign commenced. He fuffers no
ideas to enter our imaginations but thofe

of

Coamp o
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of youth, beauty, love, and the feducing
pleafures-of the golden age. We dance
on the green, dine at the Hermitage, and -
wander in the woods by maonlight, liften-
ingto the fong of the nightingale, or the

‘fweeter notes of that little fyren lady Julia,

whofe impaffioned founds would foften

the marble heart of a virgin of eighty. /

five. - -//
. /

I really tremble for my fair friend ; young,
artlefs, full of fenfibility, expofed hourly .
to the charms of the prettieft fellow upon .
earth, with a manner fo foft, fo tendcr, fo
much in her own romantic way—

A rap at my door — Fondville is fent
for away — Wﬁ&/
—out-immedt y — muf@ bid the dear
creature adieu — -

_ , =

Iam returned pity me, Bellville.

«“ The -
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3P ftreams, the 8roves, the rocks

‘¢ remain, |

““ But Damon ftill ] feek in vain.”

L ‘

Yes, the dear man s gone; Harry ig

retired to write letters, and Lady Julia

and I are going to take a walk, Tete 3

)
Tete, in the wood. Jefu Maria ! afemale
Tete 2 Tete! —1 thall never ‘go through
. the operation — if we were en confidence
\indeed, it might be bearable : but the
litle innocent: fool has nor £ven a

Jecret.
Adio! ~Your’s A, WiLmorT.

To
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To GEORGE Mon.pAu&n q;

Mordaunt! I am indeed undone:
I was too confident of my own
 ftrength: I depended on the power of gra-
titude and honor over my heart, but find
them too weak to defend me againft fuch
inexpreffible lovelinefs: I could have re-
fifted her beauty only, but the mi
irradiates thofe fpeaking eyes — the melt-
ing mufic of thofe gentle accents, ¢ foft
“ as the fleeces of defcending fnows,™ the
delicacy, yet lively tendernefs of her fen-
timents—that angel innocence — that win--
ning f{weetnefs — the abfence of her pa-
rents, and lady Anne’s coquetry with lord
Fondville, have given me opportunities
of converfing with her, which have for
‘ever deftroyed my peace — I muft- tear
myfelf from her —1 will leave Belmont
the moment my lord returns =1 am for
ever loft — doomed to wretchednefs — bu

I will
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I will be wretched alone — 1 tremble left

my eyes fhould have difcovered — left
pity (hould involve her in my mifery.

Great heavens! was I not fufﬁcxently
unhappy ? to ftab me tothe heart, I have-
juft received the following letter from lord:
Belmont.

-7 To Henry ManpeviLLe, Efy;
- June 22d: -

VHE prefent member of parliament
for —— being in a ftate of health
which renders his life extremely uncertain, -
it would be very agreeable to me if my dear
~'Mr. Mandeville would think of offering -
himfelf a candidate to fucceed him. I will
however be fo plain as to'tell him, he will
have ‘no affiftance from me except my

withes, and has nothing to gqu{’c/tobuf
m thc name of zyidevxlle,

it
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it being a point both of confcience and -
honor with me, never to intermeddle in

elettions. The prefervation of our happy

conftitution depends on the perfe& inde-

pendence of each part of which it is com-.-
pofed on the other twa: and the moment,

heaven grant that moment to be far diftant!
~ when the houfe of lords can make a houfe
of commons, liberty and prerogative will
ceafe to be more than names, and both
prince and people become flavesy™

I therefore always, tho’ the whole town
isming, leavethe people to their free and
uninfluenced choice : never interfering far-
- ther than to infift on their keeping them-

felves as unbiaffedas I leave them. 1 would

not erly. withdraw my favor from, but

profecute, the man who was bafe enough

to take a bribe, tho’ he who offered it was
. my neareft friend.

.S
By
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‘By this means I have the pleafure alfo
“of keeping myfelf free, and at liberty to
confer favors where I pleafe ; fo that I fe-
cure my own independence by not invad-

" ing that of others. '

" This condu&, I cannot hel.p‘ thinking,
if general, would preferve the ballance of
our glorious conftitution; a ballance' of

much greater confequence to Britons than’

the ballance of power in Europe, tho’ fo
much lefs the objeét of their attention. In
this we refemble thofe perfons, who, whilft
they are bufied in regulating the domeftic

concerns of their neighbours, fuffer their
own to be ruined. -

Fnt to return from this unintended di-

flion : You will perhaps obje& to what

have pro)pofcd, that during your father’s
life you are not qualified for a feat in par-,
liament. I . have obviated this objeétion,

- Lady Mary, the only fifter of my father,
Vor. I, F has

"y
4
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thas an ample fortune in her own power to
difpofg of : fome part of it was originally
‘her own, but much the larger part was
Jeft her by herlover, Sir Charles Barton,
who waa,s\kxllcd in queen Anne’s wars, the
very .morning before he was to have fet out
for England to complete his marriage. Be-
ing the laft of his family, he had made a
will, in which he left his eftate to lady
Mary, with a requeft, that, if fhe did not
marry, {he would leave it to one of the
name of Mandcvxlle As fhe loves merit,
and has the happinefs and honor ‘of our
houfe warmly at heart, 1 have eafily pre-
vailed oMher to fettle 500/. a year on you
at the prefent, and to leave you a good
part of the reft at her death. Her defign
-hitherto, I will not conceal from you, has
been to leave her fortune to my daughter,
of whom fhe is infinitely fond; but Julia
has enough, and by leaving it to.you, fhe
more exaétly fulfils the will of Sir Charles,
who, tho’ he has not exprefsly made the .
: diftinétion,
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diftin&ion, certainly meant it to a male of
the Mandeville name. The.eftate is about
2000/, 2 year; her own fortune of° 140001.

I fhall,not oppofe her leaving to my
daughter.

1 know too well the generous fentiments
of your heart to doubt that, in -procuring
this fettlement, I give to my country a firm
and unfhaken patriot, at once above de-
pendence on the moft virtuous court, and
the mean vanity of oppofing the juft mea-
~ dures of his prince, from a too eager de-
 firgof popularity : not that I would havé
vou infenfible. to praife, or the efteem of
" your country; but feek it only by deferv«
ing it, and tho’ it be in part the reward,

let it not be the motive of your actions: -

let your own app be your ﬁrﬂ:vxcw,
and that of others only your fecond.

You may obferve, -my déar Mr. Mande-
ville, Ionly caution you agaioft being led
~ Fa2 awav-
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away by youthful vanlty to oppofe the juft
meafures ‘of your prince: I fhould wrong
the integrity of your heart, if I fuppofed
you capable of diftrefling the hands of go-
vernment for mercenary or ambitious pur-
pofes: a virtuous fenator will regard, not
men, but meafures, and will concur with
his bittereft enemies in every falutary and
honeft purpofe); or rather, in a public light,
he will have no enemies, but the enemies _

. of his country.

. It is with caution I give even thefe ge-
neral hints ; far be it from me to attempt
to influence your judgment : let your opi-
pion be ever free and your own ; or, where
your  inexperience may want information,
™ feek it from the beft, and moft ealighten’d

. of mankind, your excellent father, who

has lonc fat with honor in the fame houfe.

. Let me now, my amiable friend, thank
you for your-obliging attention, not only
- to
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to the ladies, of whom I could not doubt
~ your care; but of my tenants, one of whont
writes me word, that, coming to enquire
when I thould return, with a look of anx-
iety which fhew’d my return was of con-
_fequence to him, you took him afide, and,

-enquiring his bufinefs, found he wanted,
from an. accident which had involved himr
in a temporary diftrefs, to borrow 1004

, for which you gave him a draught on your
_ banker, with a goodnefs and fweetnefs of
~ manner, which doubled the obligation;
- making only one condition, which the over-
flowing of his gratitude has made him un-

able to keep, that it fhould be a fécret to
all the world,

fCan Lady Mary do too‘much for a man:
\whp thus fhews himfelf worthy the name:

‘of Mandeville, the chara®eriftick of which,
has ever been' the warmeft benevolence ?

F3 Another
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. Another would, perhaps, infitt on re- -
turning the money to you, but I will not

rob you of the pleafure of making an ho-

neft man happy: you will however ob-

ferve, that it is this once only I indulge

you ; .and that you are the only .perfon

from.whom I have ever fuffered my fami-
ly, for fuch I efteem al!’ placed by Provi.
dence under my protection, to receive an

obligation : ’tis a favor I have refufed even
- to your father.

" Do not anfwer this: I thall pofﬁbly be

- with you before a letter could reach me.

‘Adieu. Your affe@ionate BELMONT.

Can 1, after this letter, my dear Mor-
daunt, entertain a wifh for lady Julia, with-
out the blackeft ingratitude ? no, tho’l
will not accept his generous offer, I can
never forget he has made it. I will leave
Bclmom:-l will forget her—what have I
faid? forget her? I muft firft lofe all fenfe
of my ‘own being. - - Am

. S
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- Am I born to know every fpecies of mi~ -

fery ? 1 have this moment received a fe«
cond letter from the lady I once mention’d
to you, filled with the fofteft and moft af-
_ feéting expreflions of difinterefted tender-

nefs; indifcreet from excefs of affection, -

fhe adjures me to meet her-one moment in
the rufti¢ temple, where fle is waiting for
me; her meflenger is gone, and, asT will
not hazard expofing her by fending my fer-
vant, 1 have no choice left but to go:
Heaven knows how: unwillingly ! thould
we be feen, what an appearance would fuch:
a meeting have! I left Lady Julia to write:
letters, and on that account excus’d myfelf
from attending her: yet can: I leave her:
whom _love alone has made. imprudent, to>
the confequence: of her indifcretion, and
the wild fallies of a mind torn by difap-
pointment and defpair ! 1 will go: but how
fhall I behold her! how tell her pity is all:
1 can return to fo generous a paffion? Thefe:
trials are too great for.a heart like mine,

F 4 tender
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- tender, fympathetic, compaffionate; and
foftened by the fenfe of it’s own fufferings:
I fhall expire with regret and confufion at
her fight, Farewell.
, A H. MANDEVILLE,

To Col. BELLVILLE.

UR party laft night did not turn out

fo much in the ftill-life way as I ex-
pe&ted—unfortunate that I am—two rivals
at once—la Belliffima Julia has moft cer-
. tainly a penchant for Harry—tis abfurd,
for the thing is- impoffible. In the firft -
“place T am rather afraid he has a kind of

" . attachment to this creature, and in the fe- -

cond, I know Lord Belmont’s fentiments
on‘this head, and, that with all his genero-
fity, no man breathing has a greater aver-
fron to unequal marriages: the difference
is fo immenfe in every thing but birth and
merit, that there remains not a thadow of
hope for her. But thefe people of high

heroics
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leroics are above attending to fuch trifling
'thmgs as poflibilities—I hope I am mifta-
ken, but the fymptoms are ftrong upon.
lier, as you.fhall Judge.

I left yoy laft night, toaccompany Lady’*
Julia to the wood we are both fo fond of ¥

the evening was lovely beyond defcnpnon, L

and we were engaoed 1 a very lively con-
verfation ; when, as we approached the-
temple, we faw Harry, who had juft left-
us on pretence of writing letters, come out-
of it with the deteftable Weftbrook leans
ing familtarly on- his arm, her,pert eyes:
foftened into langur(hmem', and fixed eagers '

ly on his - thee forward creature ﬁarted at ..

&

feeing us, and attempted to- Ay, which:

Harry prevented,and, withdrawing his-arm
from hers, as_ if mechanically, advanc’d ;
flowly towards us; with a look foconfus’dy

a mien fo difordei’d;. fo different from thac

eafy air which gives ten thoufand graces to
the fineft form in the world,as convinced me

E s that:
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“that this meetmg was not accidental. Lady
" Julia ftop’d the moment fhe faw them; adeep
bluth overfpread her face, fhe fixed her
eyes on the ground, and waited their ap-
_proach filent and unmov’d as a ftatue. Not
{o the cit: the creature’s affurance, and the
- eafe with which the recovered herfelf and ad-
- dreffed Lady Julia, excited equally my a-
ftonifhment and indignation. - She told her
fhe came to wait on her Ladythip, and the
finenefs of the evening had tempted her to

o leave her coach a: the entfance of the wood:

that as fhe walked thro’ the happen'd to
meet Mr. Mandeville, quite by chance fhe
affured her Ladyfhip; as he would teftify.
Harry difdain’d to confirm her falthood even
by an affenting look : his filence, the cold- .
nefs of his manner, with the air of dignity
and fpiritLady Julia aflumed,almott difcon-
certed her ; we walk’d filently to the houfe,
where the girl only ftay’d till her coach was
order’d round, and then left us; her eyes

- alk’d
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alk’d’ Harry s attendance, but he chofe not
to underftand their Tanguage. -

This ei'é_nirig ‘was the only unpleafa'nt
one I ever paft at Belmont : a referve un-
known before imr that feat of fincere friend-

thip,. took place of the fiveet conﬁdencev
which ufed. to reign- there, and to wh,xch it -

owes its‘moft ftriking charms. We retired

earlier than ufual, and Lady Jtul‘ia, inftead”

of fpending half an hour in my apart-
ment, .as ufual, ‘took leave of me at the
door and paffed on to her own.

Tam extremely alarmed: for her--it would
have been natural to have talked over fo
~ extraordinary an adventure with me, if

not too nearly interefted — There was 4
conftraint in her behaviour to Harry all the.

evening—an affumed coldnefs — his affi-
duity feem’d to difpleafe her—fhe fighed
often—nay once,when my eyes met hess,l

obferved a tear ready to ftart— fhe may

Fé6 "calL
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call this fnendﬁnp if fhe plcafcs, but thefe
very tefider, thefe apprchenﬁvc, thefe Jea-
lous friendfhips, between amiable young
people o f dlﬁ’erent fexes, are exccedmgly
fufplcxous » :

Tt is.an hour later than her ul 1al time of
appedring, and I hear nothing “of her: I.
am determined not to indulge thid-tender
mclancholy, and have fent up to lether
know I attend her in the faloon, for I often™.
breakfaft in my own apartment, it being
the way. here for every bedy fo do what-
ever they like.—

" Indeed! a letter from Lady Julia F'—
a vindication ?—nay then—* guilty upon
s« my honor.”—Why imagine 1 fufpect
her?—O! Confcience! Confcience !

Her extreme fear of my fuppofing her -
in Jove with Harry, is a convincing proof
that fhe is, tho fuch is her amiable fince-

rity, -
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rity, that 1 am fure fhe has deceived her« -
felf before fhe would attempt to deceive

me; but the latter-is not fo eafy ; fitters
by fee all the game.

She telts me, fhe cannot fee me till fhe
~ has vindicated herfelf from a. fufpicion
which the weiknefs-of “her behaviour yef-
terday may have ¢caufed : ‘That fhe is not
fure fhe has refolution to mention the fub-
je& when prefent; theféfore takes this
way to affure me, that, tenderand lively
\as her friendthip for Mr. Mandeville is,
&as only friendthip; a friendthip which
- sdpmerit has hitherto juftified, and which
has been the innocent pleafure of her life;
~ That born with tao keen fenfibilities (poor
thing I I pity her fenGbilities) the ill treat-
ment of her friends wounds her to the
foul. That zeal for his honor and' the
mtegnty of his chara&er, whiclh fhe thinks
mJured by the myfterious air of laft night’s
udvcnturc,
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adventure, her fhock at a clandeftine and
difiembled appointment fo inconfiftent
with phat opennefs which fhe had always
admired in him, as well as with the re-
fpect due to her, now fo particularly in her
father’s abfence under his protection, had

occaﬁoned that cencern which fhe fears.

may make her appear to me more weak
than {hc is.

1In thort, fhe takes a great deaI of pains
to lead herfelf into an error ; and ftruggles
in thofe toils which fhe will find grcat dif-
ﬁculty in breakmg

Harry s valet has juft told my woman

“his mafter was in bed but two hours laft
‘night : that he walked about his room
- nll three, and rofe again at five, and went
- out on horfeback, without a fervant.. The
poor fellow is frighted to death about

hxm, for he is xdohzed by bis fervants,
' and .

o
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and this man has been with him from his
* child - hood. But adieu! I hear Lad
Julia upon the ftairs: I'muft meet herin
thé«faloon.

tEleven o’dock -

- Poor foul! I never faw any thing Hke
ber -confufion when we met: fhe bluthed,
fhe -trembled, and funk half motionlefs
into ber chair: 1 made the tea, without
taking the leaft notice of her inability todo  ,|:
~ it; and by my eafy chit chat manner foon
brought her to be a little compafed: though. -
her eye was often turned towards the door,
though the ftarted at every found, yet the
never afked the caufe of Harry’s abfence, |
which muft however furpnze her, ashe(‘; "
always breakfa[’ts bclowl S
U
F oreféemg we [hould bc ave awkwarci
party to day a Trio, El fent early in the
- morning to afk three or four !
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able girls about two miles off,.to come
and ramble all day with us in the woods :
happily for poor Lady Julia, they camein
before we had done breakfaft, and left
them to go and. look at fome fhellwork,.
whilft I.came up to finith my letter.

Harry is come back, and’ has fent to:
fpeak with me:: 1 am. really. a. perfon of
great confequence at prefent. Iamina
very il humor. with him; he may well be
athamed to appear, however the worft of
criminals deferves to be heard; I willad-

mit him :- he is at the doer. Adiq.

A. Wul'«q:ﬁf.
e

To
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Tyos

To Georce MorpaAUNT, Efg;

- WsepsEespay, Fivein the Mormng. :

REAT Beaven! what a night
havel paﬁ" all other fears give way

me unworthy : let her not fee me in the
light of .a man who barters the fenti-

ments of his foul for fordid views of -
avarice or ambition, and, ufing means =

propomoned to the bafenefs of his cnd,

forges a falfehood to excufe his attendance

~ on her, feduces an heirefs to give him
clandeftine affignations, -and im a place

guarded, .doubly guardcd at this time, by

: Yes, let
me be wretched, but & her not fuppofe.

i

-

the facred and inviolable laws of . Ixofpw- o

tality, from fuch unworthy purpofes:

I will clearmy condu&, though at the

hazard of expofing her whofe love for me

dcfcrvcs
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deferves a different treatment : let her be
the vitim of that indifcretion by which
fhe has ruined mé— and can 1 be thus
bafe ? —Can 1 betray the believing un-.
fufpeting heart?—My mind is diftratted—
but why do 1 fay betray? I know Lady
Anne's greatnefs of *mind, and for Lady -
Julia — yes, thefecret will be as fafe thh

: thcmas mmyowrr bofom.. '

Shall I own all m;z folly? I cannot,
thau"gh fhe “fhall neves know my paffion
for herfelf, fupport one moment the idea
of Lady Julia’s imagining I love another.

. L will go tb:Lady Anne, as foon.as the
is'up, and beg bei to convince her lovely
friend my meeting this. Lady was acci-

ntal: I wxll not, if I can avaid it, fay
(?nfﬁrc.

o

I can-

i
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_ 1 cannot. fee her before this explanation.
- T will ride out, and breakfaft with fome
friend : I would not return till they are

gone back to their apartments, that L_nﬁ‘y
fee Lady Anne alone.

Twelve o’clok.

- Lady Anne has probed me to the quick «
I have trufted her without referve asto .
this affair, I have begged her to vindicate
me to Lady Julia, whao is walking in the
garden” with fome ladies of - the neighe
~borhood: we are going to follow them,
3 am to take the ladies afide, whilft Lady
Annpe pleadz my caufe: fhe calls me.
me& :

, TwelnuNash

She forngcs me, and I am moft happy.
Lady Anne has wid-her %g, hag had

the goodnefs to introduce me-to her as'we
walked, unobferved by the ladxes who

were
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_were with us. I havekiffed her handag -

a feal of my pardon. That moment! O
Mordaunt! with what difficulty did I re-
frain the tranfport of my foullt

Yes, my friend, fhe forgives me, a
fweet benign ferenity reignsin her lovely
eyes; fhe approves my conduét; fhe is
pleafed with the concern 1 fhow at giving
pain to the heart which loves me; her
chearfulnefs is returned, and has reftored
mine ; fthe rules every- movement of my.
heart as fhe pleafes: never did I pafs fo
happy a day.. I am-all joy; no fad idea
can enter; [ have fcarce’ room even for
the tender compaffion I owe. to herl
have made wretched. Iam goinfy to:bed;
but without-the leaft expectation of fleep :
joy.will now kave the fame effe@ as I laft
right found froma contrary caufe. hAc/iieu v

oL : H. MaNDEVILLE:

Ta
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To Col. BeLLviLLE.

Tavurspay Morning.

Have reconciled the friends: the fcene

was amazingly pathetic and pretty :
I am only forry 1 am too lazy to defcribe
itt. He kiffed her hand, without her
fhowing the leaft fymptom of anger; fhe
bluthed indeed, but, if I underftand
blufhes — in ihort, times are prochgxoufly
changed

The i’craqge miffes were of infinite ufe,
as they broke the continuity of the tender
fcene (if I may be allowed the exprefiion)
which, however entertaining to Les Amies,
would have been fomething fickly to my
Ladythip, if it had lafted.

And now having united, it muft be my
‘next work to divide them ; for ferioufly 1
am apt to belicve, the dear creaturesare’ -
in
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in immenfe danger of a kind of partiality
_for each other, which would not be quite
\'fo conve,nicn;. '

I have fome thoughts,” being naturally.
{entimental and generous, of taking Harry
myfelf, meerly from compaffion to.Lady
Julia. Widows, you know; are in:fome
degree the property of handfome young
fellows, who have more merit than for-
tune ; and there would be fomething very

- heroic " in " devoting myfelf to fave my.
friend. I always told you, Bellville, I
was more an antique Roman'than a Briton.
But I muft leave you: I hear Lady Julia
coming to fetch me: we breakfaft 3 Trio
in a bower of rofes.

O heavens! the plot begins to thicken—
Lucretia’s dagger—Rofamonda’s bowl —

~Harry has had a letter from his charmer —

vows fhe can’t live without him — deter-

mined to die unlefs the barbarous man re-
lerits,.—
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ents. —This .cruel Harry wntl be the death}

of usall. ¢

Did 1 eelt you we were going to a ball
to-night, fix or feven miles 6ff ? She has
heard it, and intends to be -there-: ‘tells
- him fhe fhall there expect the fentence of
life or death from his Jovely eyes: the
fignal is appointed: if his favage heart
is melted, and he pities her fufferings, ‘he
is to danee with-her; and be mafter of her
divine perfon and eighty thoufand pounds,
to-morrow; if mot—but the citp‘ires at the
idea ‘the "entreats -him to foften the
cruel ftroke, -and not give a mortal wound
to-the tendereft of hcarts by dancing with
another.

You would die to fee Harry’s dxﬁrcfs,...
fo anxious for the tender creature’s life, fo
~ incenfed at his own. wicked attractions, fo
perplext trow to pronounce the fatal fen-

tence—=for my part 1 have had-the utmoft

4 o difficulty
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dxﬂicu}ty to keep my counteuance.—-Lady
Julia, who was to have been. his partner,
ﬁohxﬁg with him over the letter, intreating
him/ not- to dance, pitying the unhappy
-fick maid, her fine eyes gliftening
th a tear of tender fympathy. _

The wholc fcene i 1s too ridiculous to be
vonceived, and too foolith even. to laugh
at: I could ftand it no longer, fo ‘retired,
and left them to their foft forrows.

You may talk of women, but you men
are as much the dupes of your own vani.
ty as the weakeft amongft us can be.
Heaven and earth! that, with Harry’s
undcr&andmg and knowledge of the world,
he can be ferioufly alarmed at fuch a let-

- I thought him more learned in the

v arts “ of wilful woman laboring for her
‘purpofc > Noris the the kind of woman ;
than to imagine her capable of it. -If there
_ o ‘was
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was no other lover to be had indeed, —but
he is led aftray by the dear felf-compla-
cency of contemplating the furprxzmg ef-
" fe&ts of his owa charms.

I fee he is thocked at my infenfibility,
and fancies I have a moft unfeeling Heart ;
but I may liveto hrave my revenge. -Adiot
I am going to my toilet. ¢ Now awfud
beauty puts on all its arms.”

Five <'Clotk.

The coach is at the door: Harry ig

dreft for execution; always elegant, he
is to-day ftudioufly fo; a certain proof;to be
fure, that his vanity is-weaker than his com«
paffion: he is however right ; if -fhe muft
die; he is to be commended for looking
“as well as-he can, to juftify a paflion'which
is to have fuch fatal effets : he fees I.ob-
ferve.his drefs, and has the grace to bluth
alittle. Adio! Caro! Votre

o A WiLmoT.

Vol G. To

e )
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To Cal. BeLLviLLE,
"~ Fripay Morning.

. E are again at Belmont. But Oh,
how changed.! all our heroicks

~ deftroyed — poor Harry ! I can’tlook at-

hin without laughing.

Our journey thither was penfive, our
converfation femtimental ; we entered the
ball-room trembling with apprehenfion;
where the firft obje& which ftruck our eyes
was the tender; lovefick, dying maid,
Yiftening with the mo eager attention to
Fondville, who was at the very moment
kiffing her hand; her whole foul in her
eyes, her heart Buttering with a pleafure
which fhe could not conceal, and every

feature on the full ftretch of coquetry.

- An'involuntary frown clouded the lovely

cauntenance of my Harry, which was not

4 leffened
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leflened by his obferving a malicious fmile
on mine: he advanced however towards
her, when fhe, not doubting his defign
was to afk hersto dance, told him, ina
faltering voice, with-amixed air of triumph
and irrefolution, her eyes fixed on her
fan, that the was engaged to Lord Fond-

Harry was thunderftruck: a glow of
indignation fluthed his cheek, and’ he left
- ber without deigning to make her any re-
plys Which I' obferving, and fearing fhe
might mifinterpret his filence, and that’
 the idea of his fuppofed.difappointment
might flatter the creatare’s vanity, took
care to explain to her that he was e
to Lady Julia before we came ; a piece of
information which made her feel to the
quick, even through the pleafure of danc-
ing witha Lord; a pleafure which has in-
conceivable charms for a citizen’s daughter,
-and which love itfelf, or what fhe pleafes

' Ga 174]
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to call love, could not enable her un
relit.

“The attention of all the company was
now turned on Harry and Lady Julia,
who were dancing a minuet : the beauty of
- their perfons, the eafy dighity of their air,
the vivid bloom of their cheeks, the fpirit

. which fhone in their eyes; the inimitable

graces.of their. movement, which received
a thoufand additional charms from (what
I hope no one obferved but myfe].f} their
defire of pleafing each other, -gave me
‘an idea of perfection in dancing, ‘which
never before entered my imagination: all
was ftill as night; not a veice, not a’ mo-
tion, through the whole affembly. The
fpe@ators feemed afraid even to breaehc,
left their attention fhould be one mament
fufpended: Envy herfelf feemed dead, or
. to-confine her influence to the bofom of ",
~'Mifs Weftbrook. The minuet ended, 2
murmurof applaofe ran xhrough the room,

whxch
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which, by calling up her bluthes, gave a
thoufand new charms to Lady Julia,
which I obferved to the cit, adding alfo
aloud that it was impoffible any body
fhould think' of "dancing minuets after
them; in which fenmment ‘every body
concutring, we began country dances.
Harry never looked fo lovely ; his beauty,

and the praifes lavithed on him, having .

awakened a fpark of that flame, which het
ambition had ftifled for 3 moment, thegirl

endeavor’d, atthe begmnmgof theeyening, -

to attra€t bis notice, but in vain: 1 had
the pleafure to fee him neglect all her
little arts, and treat her with an air of un-
affeCted indifference, which 1 knew muft
cut her to the foul. She then endeavoured

to pique him by the moft laming sdvances.

-to Fondville, which, knowing your capri-
cious fex as 1 do, rather alarmed me; I
t therefore determined to dcﬁroy the effett
-~ of herarts by playing off, in oppofition,
.4 more refined fpecies of coquetry, which
G 3 - turned

e A
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turned all Fondville’s attention on myfelf,
and faved Harry from the Jrare fhe was

- laying for him, a fnare of all .others the
hardeft to efcape. k

When I faw I had by the moft delicate
fattery chained Fondville to my carr for
the night, and by playing off a few quali-
ty airs infpired him with the ftrongeft
contempt for his city partner, Ithrew my-
felf into a chair'; where, affefting an ex-
~ cefs of languor and fatigue, and wondering
at the amazing conftitutions of the country
ladies, I declared my intention of dancing
no-more.

Sir Charles Mellifont, who danced with
me, fat down en one fide, and Fondville
on the other, pouring forth a rhapfody of
tender nonfenfe, vowing al other women

- were only foils to me, envying Sir Charles’s
happinefs, and kifing my hand with
affection of tranfport, which pleafed me,
: as
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. m L ® .
as I faw it mortified the=cit, who fat fwel-
ling with fpite in a window near us, in a

fituation of mind which I could almo

have pitied.

I fat 2 full hour,receiving the homage of

both my adorers, my head reclined, and
my whole perfon in an attitude of the
moft graceful negligence and inattention;

when, obferving the Cirttadina ready to-

faint with envy and indgnation, turning
my eye carelefsly om her, O, Heavens:!
Fondville, faid I, you are an inhuman
creature ; you have abfolutely forgot your
partner : then, ftarting with Sir Charles,
rejoined the dance with an air cf eafy im-
pertinence,” which fhe could not ftand, but
burft into tears, and withdrew.

You muft know this affair was all of
my contriving; I was determined to try
the reality of the girl’s paffion, to quier
Harry’s confcience as to cruelty of reject-

G 4 ing
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ing her fuit, and remove thofe apprehen-
fions for her Life, which feemed fo infinite-
ty o diftrefs him,

Full of thefe ideas; I wrote by one of
my fervants to Fondgille, immediately after
- Harry communicated to us the Cittadina’s
~ tragedy-letter, éommanding Him to be at

* this ball, dreft- for conqmﬁ, to esnquire’
out Mifs chtbrook,;whom ‘he had never
feen, to pretend 3 fudden and violent paffion
for her, and to entreat the honor of being
her partner : that it was a whim I had taken
into.my head ; thaz I would explain my
reafons another time, but infifted on lus
zmphcxt obedience. :

« He carfi’c'?_bc faw, he conquered,” as
I imagined he would: I knew her rage
for title, tinfel,-and * people of acertain
rank,” and that Fondville was exa&ly cal- -
“culated for the meridian of her tafte, -un- .
derflanding . and education. The over-
. S ' charged

-

~
% R
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.charged fplendor of his drefs. and equi-
‘page muft have infinite advantages, with
one who had fo long breathed city ai,
over the genuine elegance of Harry
‘Mandeville’s; nor was it pofible in the
nature of things for the daughterof an -
exchange-broker to prefer even perfonal
perfection to the dazzling blaze of a
- coronet; Harry’s charms gave ‘way be-
fore the flattering idea of 2 title, and the
gentle God refigned his p)acc to the greater
power, Ambitiog. -

Things to be fure have taken rather a
difagreeable tuin; but the muft thank
her own inconftancy, and be cdptent fgr
the future with making love to one man
at a time. :

Thave only one more fcene of mortifi-
cation i view for' her, andmy 'malice
will be fatisfied ; 1 wonld invite hertoa
.-ball at Belmont, ler Harry dance wigh

Gs; ‘Lady
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Lady Julia, take Fondville myfelf, and

pair her with the mo{t dxfagrceablc fellow
“in the room.

You have no nonon how Harry’s vanity -

‘is hurt, though he ftrives all he can to

hide it; piqued to death; juft like one of

us, who are pleafed with the love, though

‘we diflike the lover: he begins to think
it poffible fhe may furvive his cruelty.

Lady Juliaisallaftonithment, had noidea |
of fuch levity — the amiable ignorant —
how little the knows us — the’ chara&er of
half the fex. Adio! I am gomo with
' lLady Julia, to pay fome morning vifits
in. thc environs.

' Three ¢Clock.

" Tl this morning 1 had no notion how

" “much Lord and Lady Belmont were be-

loved, or, to fpeak with more propriety,
: adored
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adored in their neighborhood: the eager
enquiries of the good ladies after their re-
turn, their warm expreffions of efteem”
and veneration, are what you can fcarce
conceive : the fwell of affe&ion, which
their prefence reftrained, now breaks forth
~ with redoubled impetuofity. '

There are really a great many agree-~
able people hereabouts: Belmont is the
court of: this:part of the world, and em-
ploys ies influence, as every court ought
to do, in bringing virtue, politenefs, and

clegant knowledge into fathion. How

forcible, how irrefiftible are fuch examples

in fuperior life! who can know Lord

and Lady Belmont, without endeavoring”
toimitate them ? and who can imitate them

without becomiag all that is amiable and

praife-worthy 2 ‘

Do you know, Bellville, I begin ex-
tremely to diflike myfelf? I have good.

Geé qualities;

b4
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- _, qualities, and a benevolent heart, but

" have exerted the former fo irregularly, and
taken fo little pains to rule and dire&t the
- virtuous impulfes of the "latter, that they
have hitherto anfwered very little purpofe
either to myfelf or others. 1 feel 1 am
a comet, tfhining, but ufelefs, or per-
haps deftru&ive, whll{’c Lady Bclmont is

a benignant ftar. '

- But, for heaven’s fake, how came the
{pirit of reflexion to feize me? There is
fomething in this air. — O Cielo! una
Carrozza! — my dear Lord Belrons,
I By = Adio! .

To
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- June 238,
To GrorGE MoxDAfJNT, Efq; )

HEY are come; the impatient
villagers crowd the hall, eager to
behold them, tranfport in every eye, whilft
the noble pair fcafce retain the tender tear
of glowing benevolence. How lovely 2
px&ure was the audience they come from
giving! how fweet the intercourfe of warm
beneficence and ardent gratitude! my
~ heart melted- at the fight. This eveining
is devoted to joy — I alone — O Mor-
~daunt! have I known this paradife only o
be driven for ever from it ?.
B
1 cannot to-night mention leaving Bel-
mont ; to - morrow b will propofe it; I
am in doubt where to gos my father is
“abfent from campron a vifit of 'a fortnight
to the Duke of > his Colonel. ' I
g have
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have fome thoughts of going to Lord
T'—"s, till his return: perhaps I may
come to town 5 all places but this are equal
to me yet: I muft leave it; I'am every
_moment. more fenfible of my danges:

yes, Mordaunt, I love her, I can no longer
deceive myfelf ;. I'love her with the fondeft
pafiion ; . friendfhip is too cold a name for
what 1 feel, too cold for charms like hers
-to infpire : yet, heavenis my witnefs, I am
incapable of a with to her difadvantage;
her happinefs is my firft, my only obje&t —
* 1 know not what I would fay, — why does
~.fortune for ever oppofc the tender union

of hcarts ? Farewel!

. H.ManpeviLir,

To
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To Col. BgrLLvILLEs

vaxnav.

Y Lord has bronght us 2 thoufand
prefents, a thoufand boaks, a thou-
ﬁncf trinkets, alf in fo exquifite a tafte—
He is the fweeteft man-in the world cer-
tainly — Such- delight in * obliging—"Tis
happy for you he is not thirty years younger
and difengaged; 1 thould infallibly have
a paffion — He has brought Harry the di-
vineft -horfe; we have bee feemg him
ride, ¢ fpring from the ground like -fea-
- ¢ ther’d Mercury’’—you can have no con-
ception how handfome he looks on horfe-
back — poor. Lady Julia’s little innocent
heart—I can’t fay I was abfolutely infenfi-
ble myfelf —you know I am infinitely fond
of beauty, and vaftly above diffembling it :
- indeed it feems immentfely abfurd that one
is ‘allowcd to be charm’d with living per-
fetion in every fpecies but our own, and :
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that there one muft admire only dead co- .
lours: one may talk in raptures of a life-
lefs Adonis, and not of a breathing Harry
Mandeville. Is not this a defpicable kind
of prudery ? For my part, I think nature’s
coloring vaitly- preferable-to the -nobleft
attempts of art, and am not the lefs fenfi-
ble to the graces of a fine form becaufe it
is animated.- Adleu! we are gomg to
dine at the henmtage Lord Bdmon: is t
be my Cecx.fbco. ,

. To Georce MORDAUNT, Efq;

O)W inconfiftent is the human mind!

1 cannot leave Belmont, I cannot °
give up the dehaht of bcholding her: 1
Tancy a foftnefs in + her manner which raifes
the moft flattering ideas; fhe blufhes when
her eyes meet mine—Tho’ 1 fee' the mad-

nefs of hope, Iindulge it in fpite of my-
felf. No one can deferve her; yet, as Lord
Belmong
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Belmont honors me with his cftcem, ¥

would perfuade myfelf fortune ‘alone for-
~ bids—I will ftruggle with-im poffibilities ;.

I have many and powerful friends; ‘we

have a Prince in the early primeof life, the
feafon of generous virtue ; a Princetowhom
the patriot glow, and that difinterefted
loyalty, which is almoft my whole inheri-
tance, caanot but be the ftrongeft recom-
mendations ; to him it may be ‘merit to
have fuffered; when the bafeft of the peo<
ple rofe on the ruins of their- country.
Thofe ample pofieflions, which would have -
defcended to me, and might have raifed-
"-my hopes to the mofk angelic of woman- -
kind, were glorioufly. fpent in endeavqur-

ing to fuppert the throne, wher fhodk by

the rage of faction and narrow-minded

bigated énthufiafm ; the younger branch
of our family efcaped the ftorm by havmg

a minor at it’s head: to this accident, the
partiality of an anceftor,: and the military.
~ talents of his father, lord Belmont owes
the
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the affluence he fo nobly enjoys, and which
1 only, of all mankind, have caufe to regret.

Thefe circomftances raife a flattering,
hope — my views are confufed, but I will
- purfue the track. If I fucceed, I may.
openly avow my-paffion ; if not, the fecret.
of my love fhall die with.me : never, my.
friend, will I attempt ber heart by unwor-
thy means: let me endeavour to deferve, -
- and leave to heaven to determine whether.

1 fhall pofiefs, the nobleft gift it has to
beftow.. Farewel.

H. MANDBVII:LI."

e

" To Gsoncx.M‘ak DAUNT, Efq;

Auguft 1t

Have lieard from my father on the fub-

I je& of Lady Mary's intended fettle-
ment, who cxtremely difapproves my in-
tention of entirely declining it, which he
' thmks cannot' be founded on any motives
worthy.
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worthy of me, but on a falfe pride of dif-
daining to be obliged, which is in this cafe
unjuft, and greatly below my chara&er:
that I might as well obje& te receiving a
part of his eftate, which he intends to fee-
‘tle on me at the fame time: he fays Lord -
Belmont acts properly, and confiftently
with himfelf, and does net at all mean to
‘break in on that independence which can
never be too highly valued: that Lady
- Julia would fcarce perceive fuch an additi-
on to ‘her already fplendid fortune, whilft
this fettlement fixes in fome degree of af-
fluence the elder branch of ‘the, family,
which lof its fuperiority, by the injuftice
of an anceftor, and that heroic loyalty which

-has ever chara&erized our houfe. That
he will talk fusther with me on this fubje&
when. we meet, but in the mean time ad-
vifes me, as a friend zealous for my inte-
reft, yet not the lefs attentive to my, ho-
mor, and the propriety of my condu&, to

- accept the immediate fetdement of 500/

" a'year,
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a year, which will enable me to be fervice-

able to my country; but to poftpone to
fome diftant time fertling the whele, and
to infift that Lady Mary be convinced I

deferve her friendfhip before the lavnfhes it
1o profufely on me.

This advice gives me pleafure, as it coin-
cides with my own prefent Jentiments :
.eager to purfue my {cheme of riling to fuch
.confequence as may jultify my hopes of the
.only event defirable to me in this world,
1 am happy ir the thought of appearing
in every light in which I can attract the
notice of my Prince ; and, by fteadily ferv-
gy him and my coumtry, whofe true in-
tereft muft ever be the fame, deferve that
faver on which all my defigns are founded.

The time not being yet arrived when I
¢an ferve the nobleft caufe in the fenate, I

- will go to Germany, and endeavour firlt to -

" fignalize myfelf in the manner moft fuited
- to

a
o
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to my jperiod of life, the feafon of adtion,

not of counfel: itis fhameful, at my agey
to recline in the flowery bower of indolence,
when the whole werld is in arms ; 1 have
not yet begun to live ; my time has hithers
to been lefs pafs’d in a&ting, than in prea

paring to a&t, my part oa the great thcatre
of human life.

Oh, Mordaunt! fhould I fucceed in my
views ! thould the hour come when I may
openly avow my paffion for the moft love-
ly of womankind! this is the fweet hope

which fires my foul, and animates me to

the glorious purfuit. Why do clofeted

“moralifts, ftrangers to the human heart,

rail indifcrimiriately at love ? when infpir-
ed by a worthy - objedt, it leads o every
thing that is great and noble; warmed by

the defire of being approved by her,,

there is nothing I would not attempt, I
will to-day write to-my father for his con-
fcnr,

-, .

_,s
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fent, and embark immediately for the -
army. -

1 have juft recejved your letter : you call
my delign madnefs, the light in which every .
animated purpofe will appear to minds in-

-IL altive, unimpaffioned, and funk in the'le-

thargic calm of lifelefs tranquillity.—Mor-
daunt, you fpeak the cold language of a
heart at reft: talk not of impoffibilities;
nathing is impoffible to a foul impelled by
the mott lively of ‘all paffions, and ardent
in a purfuit on which its whole happinefs
depends ; nothing is impoffible to him who
afpires to pleafe the moft lovely, the meft
amiable, the moft exalted of her fex.

1 feel, I know I fhall be fuccefsful. I
afk not advice, but declare my fettled pur-
pofe : I am already determined, and,if your
friendfhip be warm as mine, you will not
torture me by further oppofition. My fa-
ther alone has power to change my refolu-

tion,




Lady Jvria MANDEVILLE. 143

‘tion, but it is a power he will not exert : I
thall afk his permiffion, butinform him at
the fame time, that, by refufing, he cuts off
all the hope of my future days, and chains
‘me down to a life of taftelefs infenfibility.

1 know him well ; he will advife, he will
remonttrate, if he difapproves ; but he will

jeave me that freedom of choice whichis

the inherent right of every rational being,
and which he never, in one inftance, in-
vaded, when I was much lefs capable of
judging for myfelf.

Fearful howeverleft he fhould difapprove
my paffion for Lady Julia, I fhall not de-
clare it to him at prefent; but, as1 never
will even tatitly deceive him, I fhall tell
- him I have, a motive to this defign, which
1 beg his leave to conceal from him. il 1
have a profpett of fuccefs.

I this
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- Ithis morning mentioned leaving Bel-
mont, but my4ord infifts on my ftayinga
few days longer, which are devoted todo-
- meftic happinefs. I cannot refufe without

making him fufpect fome latent caufe ; nor

will it makeany difference in my plan, fince

1 muit wait fomewhere an an{wer from my

father, which will reach Belmont about the

time ] fhall now leave it. Tomorrow fe’n-
_night expec me in town : I fhall ftay but
- two nights: I need little preparation: my
equipage and attendance are already greatly
beyond my fortune,and rather fuited towhat
you call the madnefs of my expeQations:
my father, the moft generous of mankind,
- has always proportioned my expences more
to my birth than his moderate income : as
my companions have ever been of the firft
rank; he has fupported me greatly above
myfelf, and on a full equality with- them,
1eft I fhould be dazzled to mean compli-
ances with their faults,by the falle fplendor
' they
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they might receive from a fupenonty in
thefe outward diftin&tions.

- Did I tell you Lord Belmont had pre-
fented me with a beautiful Arabian horfe,
which he bought when in town? What
delight has he in giving pleafure to others!
Whart addition, if that can admit addition,
tothe hdppinefs of the man who-is bleft
with Lady Julia, willit be to be fo nearly
alhcd to worth like Lord Belmom s!

O Mordaunt T were it poffible! —it is, it
muft—1 will not give room to the fainteft

idea of “difappointment.

Adieu! I have thismoment a letter from
my father, which I mult anfwer to-night.

- H. MANDEVILLE.

Vor.1. H ‘ To
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'To- HeNrRYy MANDEVILLE, Efq;

_ Rofeberry-Houfe.
TUESDAY.

T gives me the warmeft pleafure, my
dear fon, to find you are pleafed with
- the expenﬁve education I have given you,
though it reduces your fortune confidera-
bly below what it might otherwife haye
been : I confidered that wealth, if necef
fary to happinefs, which I do not believe,
might be acquired; but .that the flying
hours of youth, the feafon of inftruction,
are never to be recalled. '

1 have the happinefs to fee you reward
and juftify my cares by a generous freedom
of thinking, and noblenefs of fentiment,
which the common methods of education
might have crampt, or perhaps totally de-
ftroy’d. It has always appeared to me, that

©eur

"R . i
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oyr underftaidings are fetteréd by fyftems,
and our hearts carrupted by example: and
that there needs no more to minds well -
. difpofed thaa to recover their native free-
‘dom, ‘and think and att from themfelves.
Full of this idea, I-have inftruéted you
how, but never what to think; I have

pointed out the road which leads to truth, <

but have left you to difcover her abode by
your own ftrength of mind: even on the
moft important of all fubjeéts, I have faid
" no more, than that conviction muft be on
~ the fide of that religion, which teaches the
- pureft and moft benevolent morality, is
moft conducive to the general happinefs of
mankind, and gives the moft fublime idea
of the Deity.

Convinced that the feeds of virtue are
. innate, I have only watched to cherith the
- rifing fhoots, and prune, but with a trem-
bling hand, the too luxuriant branches.

H2
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By. virtue I would here be underftood to
mean; not  partial attention to any one
duty of life, but that retitude of heart,
awhich leads us to fulfil all, as far as the
frailty of human- nature will permit, and
which is a conftant monitor of our faults,
A Confucius has well obferved, that virtue
does not confift in never erring, which i
impoffible, but in recovering as faft as we
4 can from our €rrors.

a ‘With what joy, my deareft Harry, did ]
carly fee in you that warmth of temper,
which is alone productive of every extra-
ordinary exertion of the human mind, the
proper fol of genius and the virtues; that
heat from which light is infeparable !

I have only one fear for you; inured o

a habit of profufe expence, I dread your
being unable to practice that frugality,
which will now be indifpenfable. To lady
Mary’s intended fettlement, I will add 2
5 . ' third

o
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third of my eftate, but even that is below
your birth, and the manner of life to which
you are habituated. But why do I doubt
you! I know your generofity of {pirit,
and fcorn of every fpecies of flavery ; that
you will not defcend to be indebred, to
‘with-hold a moment the price of laborious
induftry, or leflen the horeft profit of -the

trader, by a delay yet more deftrutive to
yourfelf than to him.

Intended to becomeapartof thelegiflative

- felf from all temptatioa of corruption or de-
pendence, by living within your income ;
the ampleft eftate is wretched penury, if ex-
ceeded by the expences of its pofitfor.

Need I fay more to recommend cecono-
my to a {pirit like yours, than that it is
the fountain of liberality, and tbe parent of
independence ?

You enquire after the place where I am:
itis, except Belmont, the fweetclt fpot I
H 3 ever

power, you are doubly bound to keep your-""

o

e,
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ever beheld, but in a different ftyle: the
fituation. is rather beautiful than magnifi.
cent. ‘There is a mild elegance, a refined
fimplicity in the air all around, ftrongly
expreflive of the mind of its amlable pof-
feffor; a poetic wildnefs, a luxuriant glow,

like that of primeval nature, adorned by
the hand of the Graces.

“The fame fpirit of liberty breathes here
as with you: we are all perfeétly at home;
our time is fubjet to no reftraint but that
which our defire of obliging each other
makes-a voluntary impofition.

I am now alone, fitting in an arbour,
attentive to the lively chant of the birds,
who fwell their little throats with a morn-
itig hymn of gratitude to their Creator:
whiltt I liften, I think of thofc fweet lines
, of Cowley:

«¢ All round the litde winged choir;
s Patheuc tender thoughts infpire :
‘ : ¢ With.
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« With eafe the infpiration I obey,
“ And fing as uncoricern’d and as well
¢ pleas’d as they.”

>Tis yet early day: the flocks and herds
are fpreading over the diftant meadows,
and joining the univerfal fong of p:axfe to-
the beneficent Lord-of nature.

Rejoicing in the gencral joy, I adore the
God who' has expanded fo wide the circle
of happinefs, and endeavour to regulate
my own defires by attcndmg to the fimpli-

- city of theirs:

“When 1 fee the dumb creation, my dear
- Harry, purfuing fteadily the purpofes of
their being, their own private happinefs,
and the good of their peculiar fpecies, I am
aftonithed at the folly and degeneracy of
- man, who adls in general fo diretly con-
“ trary to both for both are invariably united.

The wife and bencvoicnt Creator has
placed the fupreme felicity of every indi-
H 4 vidual -
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vidual in thofe kind domeftic focial affec.
tions, which tend to the well-being of ‘the
whole. Whoever prefumes to-deviate from
this plan, the plan of God and nature,

thall find fatiety, regret or dxfappomtmcnt
his reward

I thxs moment receive your letter : you
judge perfely well in faying, there is an
activity and reftlefinefs i in the mind of man,
which makes it impoffible for him to be
happy in a ftate of abfolute inaction : fome
point of view, fome favourite. purﬁ.ut is ne-
ceffary to keep the mind awake.  *Tis on
this principle alone one .can account for
what feems o extraordinary to the.cyes of
irpartial reafon, that avarice and ambition
fhould be the vices of age, that men fhould
moft ardently purfue riches and honours at
the time when they have the leaft profpett
of enjoying them ; the lively pafiions of
youth fubfiding, fome a&tive principle muft
be found to replace them; and where that
warm benevolence of heart is wanting,

which
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‘which s a perpetual fource of ever-new de-
light, I do not wonder they engage in the
chace of wealth and power, though fure fo
foon to melt from their grafp.

The firft purpofe of my heart, next 0
that fuperior and general one of making
myfelf acceptable to my Creator, was to
render the moft angelic of women, your
lovely mother, happy; i that, heaven was
pleafed to difappoint my hopes,: by taking
her to itfelf. My fecond has been to make
you the moft amiabie of men’; in which, I
am not afraid te fay to yourfelf, I have
been foccefsful, beyond my moﬁ fanguine
withes.

Adieu, my dear fon! may yéu fucceed

in every purpafe of your foul as fully as
I bave doane in this, and be as happy as

your virtues have made your father! -

I am, &c.
J. Mnbzvmz.

Hj | To
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’;‘o Col. BELLVILLE.

Heavens! Bellville! Nay, there is
abfolutely no refifting a man that
carries-one off. Since you have mention-
ed the thing, I fhall not abate you a fcruple.
There is no faying how charming it will

" be: let common beauties infpire whining,
fubmifiive, refpectful paffions ; but let me -
aven! carth! to be run away with

at four-and>wenty —— a. paragraph in
the papers. ¢« Yefterday the ccle-
« brated Yady ‘Anne Wilmot was forcibly
« carried off by a gcntlcman who had long
« in vain deprecated her pity : if any thing
< can excufe fo atrocious an action, the
« unrivalled beauty of the lady” — Dear
Bellville! when do you begm your adven-

ture? -

But, in fober fadnefs, how come you fo
flippant on the fuddcn ? Thus it is with
. you

»
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you all ; ufe you ill, and not a fpaniel can- - '
be more under command: “but the leaft
encouragement quite ruins you. There
is no faying a civil thiag,*but you pre-
fume upon one’s favour 6 intolerably.—

Why, yes, as you fay, the hours paft -
pleafantly ‘enough at Sudley farm. Pretry
rural fcenes, tender Platonic chat, perfect
confidence, the harmony of fouls in unifon; .. *
infinite flattery on your fide, and implicit
belief on mine : the fprightly god of love
gave wings to the rapid hours. The
géntle Mufes too.—I think, Bellville, you
are a pretty enough poet fora man' of fa-

- fhion ; flowery, mild, not overburdened
* with ideas.

~ ¢ O, can you forget the fond houfs,
* When all by yon fountain we ftray’d.”

I wifh I could remember the reft ; but you
are a cruel creature, never will leave me a
' He copy
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copy of any thing, dreading the feverity
of my criticifm : nay, you are right; yours
are excelleat verfes, as Mohere fays, tolock
«p in your bureau. -

Nine at Night.

Peace to the gentle fpirit of him who
inven:ied cards! the very bond of peace,
and cement of fociety.

After a philofophical enquiry into-the
[fummum bowum, 1 find it to confitt in play :
the more fublime pleafures require relaxa-
tion, are only for holyday wear, come but
- pow and then, and kcep the mind too

much expanded: all other delights, all
other amufements, pall; but play, dear,
divine, feraphic play, is always new,
the fame to-day, to-morrow, and for
_ever. « .

It
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It reconciles parties, removes diftinc-
tions, and reftores what my lord calls the
natural equality of mankind.

I have only one fault to find with it;
that for the time it extremely weakens, or
rather totally fufpends, the impreffions of

~ beauty: the fineft woman in the world,

whilft at the card-table, is regarded by the
moft fufceptible man only as a being which .
is to lofe its money. :

You will imagine fuccefs produced thefe
wife reflexions: yes, we have been play-
ing'a moft engaging pool at quadrille in
the wood, where I have with the utmoft
- compofure won an immenfity. If I goon
thus, all objetions to our union will be
removed : I fhall be literally a fortune in
myfelf. :

Without vanity, I have fome little fkill
inthe game; but, at prefent, there isno
) ' : great
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great degree of merit in winning of the
friends, who happened to be of my party,
with an abfurd conceited fquire, who loves
qualxcy, and thinks it the greateft honor
in the world that I will condefcend to win
his money. We had four tables under the
fhade of afpreading oak. ’

L)

I.can.no more. —

Adieu! A.WiLmor.

We have had a penitential letter from the
Cittadina, with another from Papa, offér-
ing 30,000/, at prefent, and 50,000/, at his
death, on condition lord Belmont will get
Harry an Irith title: knows its a bad
match, but won’t baulk his girl’s fancy;
and b fides, confiders Harry has good blood
in his veins: we reje&ted it politely, but

with a little of the Mandeville ftatelinéfs.

O Heave: 5! Fondville’s valet— A billet-
doux, -l fhall be cr.cl, This murderous . .
form—
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form — I muft. abfolutely. hide myfelf, or
wear a mafk, in pity to mankind. — My
Lord has taken the letter — He brings it
me — Heis on the ftairs—How! gone on
to lady Belmont’s apartment! — A billet,
andnotto me !—What can it mean?—Can’
the dear man be falfe?

The mﬁdcl‘ Yes, he has left me—for-
got his vows. — This bethchmg lady Ju-
lia; it is really an heroic exertion of virtue
not to hate her. Could you have thought
it poflible—but read his cruel letter.

To
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To the Earl of BeLMoONT.
My Lorp,

O U R Lordfhip will be perhaps fur-
prized—Yet why furprized ? Lady
. Julia is abfolutely an immenft fine crea-
ture: and though marriage, to thofe who
know life, cannot but feem an impertinent
affair, and what will fubje&t me to infi-
nite ridicule; yet cuftom, and what one
owes to one’s rank, and keeping up a
family ! —
In fhort, my Lord, people of a' certain
~ ¢onfequence being above thofe romantic
- views which pair the vulgar, I chofe ra-
ther to apply to your Lordfhip than the
Lady, and flatter myfeif my eftate will
bear the itrictelt infpection: not but that,
I affure’ your I ordfhip, I fet a due va-
lue on Lady Julia’s charms; and, though
I have vifited every court in Europe,-and
feen
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feen all that is lovely in the Beau fexe,
never yet beheld the fair whom I would
fo foon wifh to fee fill the rank of Lady
Vifcountefs Fondville as her Ladythip.

If my pretenfions are fo happy as to be
favorably received by your Lordthip, I
will beg leave to wait on Lady Julia to-
morrow, and my lawyer fhall attend your-"
Lordfhip’s wherever and whenever ‘you
pleafe-to appoint.  Belicve me, my Lord,

with the molt perfet devation,
Yaur Lordfhip’s
moft Obedient and
. very Humble Servant,
‘ Fondville.

To
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To _I:.ord Vif%upt FONDVILLE. |
My Lord,

Y Amthe laft man in the world to whom
K it was nceffary to apologize for an in-
tention of entering into a ftate which, I have
experienced, /is produétive of fuch ex-
quifite felicity. . =

hter’s choice’is perfetly free ;-
nor fhall I ever do- more than advife her,
in an affair of fuch confequence to her-
felf ;- but,from what I know of her charac-
ter, think it highly improbable fhe fhould .
app/;ve the pretenfions of a man, who

My da

* proféfies being above thofe tender affe@ions
which alone can make happy fenfibility
lke hers. ~ ’

Allow-me to take the liberty of obferv-
ing, in anfwer to the latter part of your
Lordfhip’s
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Lordfhip’s letter, that there are few ranks
which Lady Julia Mandeville has not a.
right to fill. Iam, my Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s
moft Obedient and
devoted Scrvant,
’ BBLMONT. .

Don't come to Belmont, I charge you;
I thall have this invincible Lady Julia fe-
duce you too. Befides, I have fome reafons
why I chufe our attachment fhould not’
yet come to a crifis; till when, I will take
Lady Belmont’s advice and be prudent:
obey in filence; let me have no more
fighs till the milder influence of the hea-
vens difpofe me to be gracious. lam al-
ways in good humor in Autumn; your
" fate my pofflibly be determined in little
more than a month: afk queftions:

nd .
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fufpend your paffion, or at leaft the out- .
ward expreffion of ir, and write to me
in Amico. Adieu!

To GEORGE MORDAUNT, Efq, ~

Have been riding alone with Lord Bel-

mont ‘this morning, a plegfure I very
often enjoy, and. on which 1 fet infinite
value: in thofe hours of perfett confi-
dence, I am certain of being inftru@ted
and amufed, by a -train of ideas uncom-
mon, enlarged, noble, benevolent; and
- adapted to infpire me with a love of virtue,
by fhowing her in her native charms: I
fhall be all my life the wifer and worthier
~ man, for the hours I have pafied at Bel-
mont. '

- But,
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But, O Mordaunt! fhall I be the hap-
piet 2 That is in the bofom of futurity :
athoufand times have I been tempted, in
thefe hours of indulgent friendthip, to open
all my heart to Lord Belmont,

I know his contempt of wealth, and
how:little he thinks it conducive to hap-
pineSs. - « Heaven,” faid he to me this
ver{ morning, * has bleft me with afflu-
. ence: I am thankful, and endeavor to.de-
ferve, by applying an ample portion of
t-to the purpofes of beneficence. But for
myfelf, my pleafures are of fo unexpenfive:
““and fimple a kind, that a diminution’ of
fortune would take very little from my pri-
vate felicity : Health, content, the fweets
of focial and domeftic life, the only en-
Joyments fuited to the nature of man, are
and ought to be within the reach of all the
fpecies: yes, my dear Mr. Mandeville ;
it gives a double relith to all my pleafures, -

~

2y
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to refle&t that they are fuch asevery man
may enjoy if he will.”

‘Can this man, my dear Mordaunt, fa-
crifice the real happinefs of his child, the -
calm delight of domeftic friendthip on
which he fets fuch value himfelf, to the

gaudy trappings of taftelefs grandeur?

Did fhe approve my paffion, I fhould hope
every thing from themoft indulgent of
fathcrs

He has refufed Lord Fondville for Lady
Julia, whofe fortune is as large as avarice

Jitfelf could defire: [ Good hcaven, that
" fuch a2 man, thhout one other recommen-

" dation, without a foul to tafte even the

charms of her perfon, can afpire to all thar
can'be imagined of perfection !
Adicu! H. MawpevirLe,

Ta
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- To Col. BeLrLviLr:.
THuRsPAY Afternoon.

Ciel! I faint! what a world do we

live in! How many unavoidable
enemies to enjoyment! It is fometimes too
cold, fometimes too hot to be happy! One
is never pleafed a week together. I fhall
abfolutely grow a fnarling philofopher, and
find fault with every thing, ~

Thefe unconfcionable lovers have
dragged me crofs an open meadow, expof-
ed to the fun’s burning rays — no mercy
on my complexion — Lady Julia fure, for
her own fake, — yet fhe is laughing at my
diftrefs. I am too languid to fay more, —
Oh! fora cooling breeze! '

* The whifpering zephyr, and the purl-
‘¢ ing nll.” :
' We
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- We are going to have an adition to
our group of friends: Emily Howard,
daughter to the late dean of ——, a diftant
relation, and re&tor of the parifh, being
expeted to-morrow at Belmont: fhe is
Lady Julia’s friend in the moft emphatical
fenfe of the word. Do you know, I feel
extremely inclined to be jealous of her;
and am angry with myfelf for fuch mean.
nefs ? A. WiLmor.

Tuespax 33.

-To Col. Bauvruﬁ

H E is come, this redoubtable Emn
ly Howard; and, I find I have only

a fecond place in Lady. Julia’s fncndﬂaxp
.- 1 would hate her if 1 could, but it is really
impoflible : the is fo-gentle, . fhe fteals ones
affe&tion nmpcroepubly, and one has the
vexation
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«exation to -be forced to love her in fi)itc—
of ones fclf.
A b

She haQ\ been hcrc three days, -and in
that fhort gm;: “the has gained amazingly
upon my heart : her perfon is little, finely
.proportioned, and delicate almoft to fragili-
ty ; her voice and manner foft and timid :
* her countenance a mixture of innocence
and fweetnefs which would difarm the rage
of a tyger: -her heart is tender, kind,
compaffionate ; and tremblingly awake to
frienathip, of which fhe is univesfally
~ the obje@: Lady Julia doats on her, nor
-am I furprized atit: fhe appears fo weak,
- fo helplefs, fo exquifitely feminine, it feems
cruelty. not to be. her friend: no one ever
faw her without wifhing her happinefs :-
the love one has for her feems of a pecu-
liar fpecies, or moft nearly refembles that
inftinctive fondnefs one feels for a beauti-
- ful child : it i independent of cfteem, for
one loves her before one knows her. It is the

Vou. I 1  pleafanteft
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pleafanteft kind of affe@tion that can be
conceived. ,

Yet, though fhe is extremely handfome,
or rather, to fuit the expreflion to her
form, extremely pretty, fhe is very litle
the tafte of men; her exceflive modefty
renders both her beauty and underftand-
ing in fome degree ufelefs to her; ¢ not
obvious, not obtrufive,” fhe efcapes the ob-
fervation of common eyes; and though
infinitely lovely, I never heard fhe was be-
loved.

For this very reafon, the women do her
ample juftice; fhe is no woman’s rival,
ftands in nobody’s way, which cannot fail
of exciting a gencral good will towards
her, in her own fex; they even allow her
more beauty than fhe really has, and take
a delight in fetting her charms in oppofi-
tion to every impertinent thing the .men
are fond of. * Yes, the girl is very well,

) ¢ but
2
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¢¢ but nothing to Emily Howard,” is the

<common cry on the appearance of a new
beauty.

There is another ftrong . reafon for lov-
ing her; tho’exalt in her own condud,
fhe has an indulgence to that of others,
which is a confequence of her exceflive
gcntlcnefs of .semper, and her feeing every
action on the: faviourable fide: one could
own one’s greateft weaknefs to her almoft
without blufhing, and at this very moment
1 dare fay Lady Julia is-confeffing to her
her paffion for Harry Mandeville, who is
riding out with my Lord. I dare fay fhe
would find an excufe for my indifcretion in

regard to you, and fee only the delicacy of
our friendfhip. .

She fings and dances angelically, but fhe
bluthes to death if you tell her fo.

I2 . Such

P
e

i oxg Tt
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Such gentle unafluming charatter$ -as
thefe, make the moft agreeable friends in
the world ; they are the mild green of the
foul, on which it refts itfelf from more
glaring objeéts : one may be abfurd, one
.:may be vain, one may be imprudent, fecure
of being heard with indulgence: I know
nothing which would make her more what
I mean but her beinga feol : however the
indulgent {weetnefs of her temper anfwers
almoft the fame purpofe.

1 am difconfolate that the Caro Enrico
is going to defert us; but the cruel man
is inflexible to all my foft perfwafions, and
‘determined to leave us on Wedne{day.
Adieu!

The {weet Emily" is going on Thurfday

for ten days to Sir George Martin’s, and
then returns to finith the fummer here.

0, do
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O, do you know that I am credibly in-
formed, her favorite Suivante having told
it to one, who told it to another, who told
it to a good old goffiping lady, who told it
to me, that the Cittadina, who has in vain

wrote Harry a penitential letter, is playing..... =

off the fame arts, the fame dying airs, to
Pondville, which had fuch extreme ill fuc--
cefs with him ; the fiege is at prefent fuf-
pended, not by his addrefling Lady Julia,
which is a profound fecret to her and every®
body without thefe walls, but by his mo-- -
ther’s death, which has called him haitily
to town; 4nd which, by the way,adds 2000/.
a year to his income.” Do you khow, thatI -
thm}: the thing may do, if Lady Julia-
continues cruel , they are abfolutely formed -
for each other, and it would bea thoufand
pities to part them.

Ever yours,

A, WL M(')T..

13 ' To
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To Col... BELvaLLz.

Aucuft 6,

NERTAINLY next to a ncw lover
the pleafanteft thing vpon earth is a

new friend: let antediluvians take feven
years to fix, but for us inje&s of an bour,
nothing can be more abfurd : by the time
one has try’d them on thefe maxims, ones
tafte for them is worn out. 1 have made
a thoufand friendfhips at firlt fight, and
fomerimes brcke them at the fecond:
there is a certain exertion of foul, a lively
defire of pleafing, which gives a kind of
volatile fpirit to a beginning acqua‘ntance,
which is extremely apt to evaporate. Some
people make a great merit of conftancy,

" 2nd it is to be fure a very laudable virtue;

but for ny part, 1 am above difembling:
My fiiendthips wear out like my clothes,
but often much fafter, a

. Not
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Not that this is the cafe in regard to
Emily Howard; no, really, 1 think this
- Pen han: is very likely tu be lafting ; may
probably hold out the fummer.

To-morrow, when Harry leaves us, my
Lord, todivert our chagrin, takes us, with
three ftrange belles, and five moft engag-
ing beauz, a ramble I cannot tell whither.

Saturday Morning,

O heavens ! one of our male animals has:
difappointed us. Abfolutely I fhall infift
on Harry's attendance; he fhall defer his
Joumey, I am refolved : there is no fup-
porting a fearcity of beaux.

fore 1 went down his chaife is ordered
back to wait for ours.

Adio, Cariffimo/
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To Grorce Morpaunt, Efgs
Saturday Night.

AM fhll here ;- when fhall I have
frength of mind to go ? not having.
heard from my father in the time I expeét-
ed, I was determined to go to Lord T—'s,
whofe zeal for my intereft, and great know-
ledge of mankind, makes him the proper-

" eft perfon I can confult. My chaife was
- this morning at the door, when my Lord

told me, Lady Julia intreated my ftay a -

few days longer: fhe bluth’d, and with the

. Jovelieft- confufion confirm’d - my Lord’s
affertion : all my refolution vanithed in a
moment; there is enchantment in her look,
her voice — enchantment which it is not in
man to refft. -

'Sunday v




Lady JuriA MANDEVILLE. 177

Sunday Morning. ..

I am every hour more unhappy: Lord
Fondville’s propofal gives me infinite unea- -
finefs ; not that I fear fuch a rival; butic
has raifed the ideg of other pretenfions,
which may be accepted before it is time for’
me to avow my defigns : I have pafs’d this
night in forming fchemes to" prevent fo fa-
tal a blow to all my hopes ; and am deter-
mined to own my paffion to the lovely ob-
ject of it, aad entreat -her,  if mo other -
man is fo.happy as to poflefs her heart, to
wait one year -the refult of thofe views
which .that love which has infpired may.. -
perhaps profper. "

Not certain I fhall have courage to own
my tendernefs in her prefence, I will write,
and feize fome favourable opportunity to
give her the letter on which all my hap-
pinefs depends: 1 will atk no anfwer

' 15 but

£
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. but from her eyes. How fhall I meet them
. -after fo daring an attenipt?

We are going to the parithchurch; the
coach is at the door:-Adieu! fhe comes!
‘What graces play around that form ! What

_divinity in thofe eyes! O Mordaunt, what

" tatk will be difficult to hxm who has fuch
a reward in view |

To Col. BELLviLLE,

Sunday Evening.

UR ramble yefterday was infinitely
/' agrecable; there is fomething very
charming in changing the fcene ; my Lord

~ underftancs the art of making life pleafur-

able by making it vario\:s

We have been to t.he pan(h church to
hear Dr, H. prcach ‘he has that fpirit in
" his

v
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his manner without which the moft fenfi-
ble fernon has very little effe® on the
hearers.  The organ,” which my Lord
gave, is excellent.  You know.I think
- mufick an effential part of public worfhip,
~ufed as fuch by the wifeft nations, and com-
"manded by God himfelf to the Jews; it
has indeed fo admirable an effed in difpo-
fing the mind to devotion, that I think it
thould never be omitted.-

Our Sundays here are extremely plea-
fant: we have, after evening fervice, a
moving rural pi¢ture from the windows ot
the faloon, in the villagers, for whofe a-
mufement the gardens are that day thrown
open. : )

Our ruftic Maﬁ is full from ﬁve till

CIght, and there i§ an inexpreflible plcafurc .

in contemplating fo many groups of neaty
healthy, happy-looking peeple, enjoying
the diverfion of walking in thefe lovely

I 6 ﬁxades, _

» A
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fhades, by the kindnefs of their beneficent

"Lord, who not only provides for their
wants, but their pleafures.

My Lord is of opinion that Sunday was
intended as a day of rejoicing not of mor-
tification ; and ‘meant not only to render
our praifes to our benevolent Creator, but
to give reft and chearful relaxation to the
induftrious part of mankind, from the la-
bors of the week.

Oh this principle, tho” he will never fuf-
fer the leaft breach of the laws in being,
he wifhes the feverity of them foftened, by
allowing’ fome innocent amufements after
the duties of the day are paft: he thinks
this would prevent thofe fumes of enthu-
fiafm which have had here fuch fatal ef-
fe@s, and could pot be offenfive to that
gracious Power who delights inthe happi-
" nefs of his cxcatures, and who, by the royal
poet, has commanded ‘them to praife him in
the cym s and dances,
| For
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For my own part, having feen the good
effe& of this libesty in catholic eountries,
I cannot help withing, thaggh a zealous
protcﬁant, that we were to imitate them
in this particular. o

Fr is worth obfcrvmg, that the book of
fports was put forth by the pious, the reli-
gious, the fober Charles the 1ft, and the
law for the more firict obfervation of Sun-'
day paffed in the reign of the libertine
Charles the 2d. .

Love of plcafure is natural to the hu-
man heart, and the beft prefervative a-
gainft criminal anes, is 3 proper indulgence
in fuch as:are innocent.

Thefe are my fentiments, and I am
happy in finding Lord Belmont of the fame
opinion. -Adio!

A, WiLmorT.

To
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| Tg GeorcE MorpAUNT, Efg;
| Monday. J

MORDA UNT, the die is caft, and‘.
the whole happinefs of my life
‘hangs on the prefent. momsent.. After
having kept the letter confefling my paf-
fion two days without having refolution

to deliver it, this morning in the gar- -~

den, being a moment alone with Lady Ju~ =
~ lia in a fummer-houfe, the company at"
" fome diftance,: I affumed courage to lay it
on a table whilft fhe was looking out ata
window which had a profpeét that engag’d
~ all her attention: when. I laid it down, ¥
trembled, a chillnefs feized my whole
frame, my heart dy’d within me; I with-
drew inftantly, without even ftaying to fee
if the took it up: I waited at a little dift-
ance hid in a clofe arbour of woodbines,
my heart throbbing with apprehenfion, and, .

by




- ground: I ence look’d at her when the did™

—— 1]
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by the time the ftaid in the fummer-houfe,
had no doubt of her having feen the let-
ter. When fhe appeared I was fill more
convinced ; fhe came out with a timid air,
and looked round as if fearful of furprize:
the lively crimfon fluthed her cheek, and
was fucceeded by a dying palenefs ; I at-
tempted to follow, but had not courage
to approach het. I fuffered her to pafs the
arbor where I was, and advance flowly to-

: wards the houfe : when the was out of fighe ’

I went back - to the fummer houfe, and
found the letter was gone. 1 have not feen
her. I am called to dinner: my limbs will
fearce fupport me : how fhall I bear the firft
fightof Lady Julia! how be able to meet
hcr eyes !

1 haVe feen her, but tﬁy fate isyet un- -
determined; fhe has avoided my eyes,

which I have {care dar’d to raife from the

not’



vt Mo aipeiian 4

184  The HISTORY. of

‘not obferve me, andfaw a melancholy on

her countenance which ftab’d me to the
foul. I have given forrow. to the heart of
her, whom I would wifh to be ever moft
happy; and to whofe oood I would facri-
fice ‘the deareft hope of my foul. Yes,
Mordaunt, let me be wretched, but let

~ every blefling heaven' can beftow, - be the.

portion of the lovelielt of her fex.

How little did I know of love, whenI
gave that name to the fhameful paffion I
telt for the wife of my friend} The ex-
treme beauty of the countefs. Mclefpini,.
that unreferved manner which feldom fails.
to give hope, the flattering p;cference the.
feemed to give me above all others, light-

ed upin my foul a more violent degree of

youthful inclination, which the efteem I'had

+ for her virtues refined to an appearance of
the nobleft of aﬁ”eé‘txons, tawhich it had not
“ the remoteft real rcfemblance. .

Without
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but my own felfith gratification, I would
have facrificed her honor and happinefs to
a tranfient fondnefs, yfnch dithonored my

corrupted a heart naturally full of probity 5
her amiable reproofs, free from that feve-
rity ‘which robs virtue of half her charms,.
“with the generous behaviour/of the moft
injured of mankind, recalled my foul to-
honor, and ftoped me early in the career

~ her chdrms, and left only a cold efteenr
. ver-the objec of more than a light defire;.
are never to be intirely healed.

yet remember with horror : but my tender-

nefs for ‘Lady Julia, more warm, more
animated, more violent, has'a delicacy of

&

: ‘Wlthout any view in my purfuit of her f

“chafatter, and, if fuccefsful, ‘might have

of folly; time wore out the impreffion of
~ remaining, a certain proof that fhe was ne--

fince the wounds which real love inflits

Such was the. mfamous paffion whlch 1

which thofe only who love like me can .
form

. %‘T‘r' o !”“ e
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form any idea : independent of the charms
~of her ‘perfon, it can never ceafe but with:

life ; nor even then if in -another ftate we

have any.fenfe of what has pafled in this;:

it is” eternal, and incorporated with the
foul. Above every felfith defire, the firft

objeét of my thoughts and wifhes is her: .
happinefs;. which I would. die, or live -~
~wretched, to fecure : every aéhon of my .

life is dire@ted to the fole purpofe of pleaf-
ing her: my nobleft ambition is .to be
worthy her efteem. My dreams are full

of her; and when I wake, the firft idea.

which rifes in. my mind-is the hope of fee-
ing her, -and of feeing her well and happy.:

.my moft ardent prayer tothe fupreme Giver-

-of all good is for her welfare,

' In true love, my dear Mordaunt; there-
is a pleafure abftrated from-all hope of'

return ;°and were I certain the would ne-
ver be mine, nay, certain I fhould never

bcholad her more, . 1 would not, for all the
king- -

-



Lady Juria ManDEvILLE. 187

kingdoms of the world, give up the dear
delight of loving her.

Thofe who never felt. this enlivening-
power, this dwmuy of the foul, may find
a'poor infipid pleafure in tranquillity, or 3
plunge into vicious exceffes to animate: &
‘their tedipus. hours; but thofe who have,. 13

an never give up fo fweet, fo divine' a. o
ianfport, but with their exiftence, or tate: 3
any o.ther Jjoy but'in fuberdination, e

OMordaunt ! when Ibehol& her,read the* T
foft language bf thofe fpeaking eyes; hear S
thofe harmonious founds — who that hasa
foul can be infenfible! — yet there are men
dead to all fenfe of perfection, who can're-
gard that angel form without rapture, can

hc the muﬁc of that voice without emo-
tigh ! 1 have myfelf with aftomihment .
en them, inanimate as the trees around ?;:-
~them, liften coldly to thofe meling s
\ . accents —
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accents—There is a {weetnefs in her voice; -

Mordaunt,amelodious foftnefs,whichfancy
cannot paint: the enchantfrient of hiercon-
verfation is inexpreflible. o
Four o‘cldck. R
Tam the moft wretched of mankind, and.,
wretched without the right of complain-
ing :/ the bafenefs of  my-attempt deferves. -
even the pangs I fuffer. ‘Could 1, who
made a parade of refufing to meet the ad-’-

~ vances of the dau ghter of almott a ftranger,

\

defcend to feduce the heirefs of him on

- earth to whom -Taar—moft obliged? O

Mordaunt ! have we- indeed two fouls?
Can I fee fo ftrongly what. is right, yet
want power to ac up to my OWn fenti-
mients ?. The torrent of paffion bears down
all before it. 1 abhor myfelf for this weak-
nefs. I would give worlds to recall that
fatal letter : her coldnefs, her referve, are’

_more than I.cag fupport. My madnefs

Fas undone me. — My affiduity is importu-
nate.

~
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‘nate. I might have preferved her friend- i
~thip. I have thrown away the firft happi- %
" nefs of my life. Her eyes averted fhun iy
me as an obje&t of hatred.. I fhall not long g |
.offend her by my prefence. I will leaveher e
‘for ever. Iam eager to be gone, that I .~
.may carry far' from her — O Mordaunt! - - ©
~ 'who could have thought that cruelty dwelt E
Nin, fuch a form? She hates me, and all -
.my hopes are deftroyed for ever. .
.
Manday.-Evening. - *
' ‘BELMONT. Ei-
This day, the firft of my life; whata :
-change has this.day produced! Thefe few b
.Rying hours haveraifed me above mortality. o
Yes: I am moft happy; fhe .loves me, b
:Mordaunt: ber confcieus bluthes, her ¢

downcaft eyes, her heaving bofom, her
fweet ccnfufion, have told me what her
‘tongue cculd not utter: fhe loves-me, and N
all clfc is below my«care; + fhe loves me,
and. 1 will purfue Jer. \Vhat are the mean
con-
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-confiderations of fortune to the tender uni. -
-on of bearts? Can wealth or titles deferve
her? No, Mordaunt, love alone. — She
:1s mine by the ftrongeft ties, by the facred
bond of affe¢tion. The dekicacy of her

- foul is my certain pledge of happinefs: I
-can leave her without fear ; the cannot now
be another’s. =

1 told you my defpair this morning;
my Lord propofed an airing ; -chance
placed me in lady Julia’s chanfe I enter-
»ed it with a'beating hedrt: a tender fear
-of having offended, infeparable from real
_Jave, kept me fome timé filent; atlength,
with fome hefitation, I begd her to par-
- don the effeét of paffion.aid.defpair, vowed
"1 would rather die than difpleafe her; thatl -
did not now hope for her love, but could
sot fupport her hate.” } _

) N .
S § then ventured to look up to .the
loveheﬂ: of women; hcr ‘cheeks were fuf-

: fufcd




and interrupted, fhe exclaimed, * Hare
¢ you, Mr. Mandeville, O heaven!” flte

on my foul.

~.’ w

‘this dear prepoffeffion in my. Favor, to fe-
~duce her from her duty to, the beft of pa-
rents ; from Lord Belmont.only will.] re-
«eive her: I will propofe no engagements
contrary to the rights of an indulgent fa-
ther, to whom the is bound by every tie of.

- Jue my purpofe, and. leave the event to
heaven, to that heaven which knows the in-

" tegrity, the difintereied purity of my in-
-sentions : 1 'will evince the reality of my
: - - paffion

Lady Jvria MANDEVILLE. 19t °

ffuded with the deepeft bluth; her cyeg, |

in which was the moft dying languor, were. -
«caft timidly on the ground, her whole-

frame trembled, and with a voice broken

-could fay .no more; nor did the need, she .
adear truth broke like a fudden flath of lxght'

Yet think not T will take advantage of o

gratitude and filial tendernefs : I will pur-.
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~pafion by endeavoring'to be worthy of her. _

-virtce itfelf : it raifes, it refines, -it en-

-felt for the amiab}c countefs!
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The love of fuch a woman, is the love of

nobles every fentiment of the heart; how -
different from that fever of felfith defire I

O-Mordaunt! had you beheld thofe
blufhes of reluctant fenfibility, feen thofe
charming eyes foftened with a tendernefs
as refined as; that of angels. —She loves
me — let- me repeat the dear founds.—She
foves me, and I am happier than'a god!

1 have this moment a letter from my
father : he approves my defign, but begs
me for a fhort time to-delay it: my heart
ill bears this delay : I will carry the letter
to lady Julia.

'She approves- my father’s reafons, yet
begs I will leave Belmont : her will- is the
! o ' law
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law of my hcért;‘\ yet a few days I muft

givetolove. I will go an Tuefday to lord

T—'s. His friendfhip will affift me in the
only view which makes life fupportable to
me; he will point out, he will lead me to
the path of wealth and greatnefs.

Expe& to hear from me when I arrive
at Lord T—'s. I fhall not write fooner:
my moments here are too precious.

.Adicb.
~ Your faithful
. H. MANDEVILLE,
/
>
Vou. 1 K : - To

w0y g poamea)
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To Henry Manpeviree, Efg;
- Aug.ﬁd;:.

APPY in feeing in my fon that -

heroic {pirit, which has ever di-
ftinguifhed our houfe, I fhould with plea-
fure confent to"his defign, were this a pro-
per time to execute it; provided he went a
volunteer, and determined to accept no
command but as a reward of real fervices,
and with a refolution it fhould never inter-
fere with that independence to which I
would have him facrifice every ‘other con-
fideration; but, when thereis fo (trong a

~ probability of - peace, his going would ap-

pear like making a patade of that courage
which he did not expe&t would be tried.

Yes, my fon, Iam well aﬁ"urcd’ we thall

'hé.vc peace; that the moft amiable of

princes,
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. princes, the friend of humankind, pityiag

the " miferies of his fpecies, and melting

. with compaffion at the wide extended fcene

of defolation, medicates fuch a peace as
equally provides for the intereft and horior
of Britain, and the future quiet of man-
kind. - The terms talked of are fuch as
give us4n immenfe addition of empire,
and ftrengthen that fuperiority of - naval
force on which our very bMpg depends,
whillt they protec our formet pofieffions,
and remove the fource of future wars, by
fecuring all, and much more than all, for
which this was undertaken; yer, by their
jult moderation, ‘convince thes world a Bri-

 tifh monarch is governed gnly by the laws
_'of honor and equity, not by that impio
‘thirft of falfe glory, which aGuates the lau-

rel’d fcourges of mankind.

After folong, fo extenfive and bloodya
war,” 2" war which has depopulated our -
ey, "“: K v try,
.\z@“‘”"\ Kz country,

2
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~ country, and loaded us with a burden of .
«debt, from which nothing can extricate us
‘but the noble fpirit of public frugality,
which, if fteadily and uniformly purfued,

* will rank the name of our Prince with thofe -
of Elizabeth, and Henry the great. All
ardently with.for peace, but thofe who gain
by the continuance of war; 5 the clamors of

thefe are are inconceivable ; clamors which
an be founded only in private intereft,
caufe begun before they could even guefs
 at the terms intended, and continued when
fuch are mentioned as reafon herfelf would
dicate : but fuch ever will-be the condu& |
of thofe in whom love of wealth is the pri- -
mary paﬁion . = :

. Heaven and earth! can men wearing the
form, and profémng the fentiments.of hu-.
manity, deaf to the cries of the widow and
* the osphan; labor to perpetuate the dread-
fpl ;cama"c, whxch has deluged the world

4 : thh
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with the blood of their fellow: creatures,

only to add to the mafs of their alread}

unwieldy wealth, and prey longer on the
diftrefles of their country !

- Thefe clamors are as 1llegal as they ‘are
indecent : ‘peace and war are the ‘preroga-
tive of the crown, facred as the liberties of

~the people, nor will ever be invaded by
thofe who underftand and love our happy -
conftitution: let us ftrengthen the hands
of our fovereign. by our warm aprobation
during the courfe of this arduous work ; and
if his minifters abufe their truft, let thenr
anfwer it, not to the nioifé of uuchmkmg
fattion, or the unfeeling bofuir of

intereft, but to the impartial lafws{ of
country.

‘thetr

Heaven forbid I fhould everfee a Britifa .
King independent on his people collective-
.ly; but I would have him_ raifed above ..
K3 private
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private cabals, or the influence of any par-

tial body of men, howev er wealthy or re-
fpeltable. 0

- If the generous views of our Prince do

‘not meet, wztb the fuccefs they merit, if
. France refufcs fuch a peace as fecures the

fafety of our colonies, and that fupenonty,
as a naval, power, fo neceffary to the liber-

. ties of Europe, as. well as our own inde-

pendence, you fhall join the army inaman--
ner becoming your birth, and the ftyle of
life in which you have been educated: till
then, reftrain withipjuft bounds that noble
ardor fo ‘becoming a Briton, and ftudy to
férve that country with your counfels in
peace, which willnot, I hope, have occa-
fion for your fword in war. ~ Adieu.
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.-

Wsnnzsmv, Anguﬁ tieh,
Tq ‘Mifs Howaxo.

Y Emily, your friend, your un-

happy Julia, is undone. Heknows -

-the tendernefs which I-have fo long en-

deavored to ‘conceal. The trial was too’

great for the foftnels of a heart like mine 3
‘T had almoft conquered my own paffion,

when I became a vi&tim tohis: I couid no:.

fee his love, his defpair, without emotions
which difcovered all my foul.

1 am npt

formed for deceit: artlefs as the\villagc,‘
maid, évery fentiment of my foul is in

‘my eyes; 1 have not learnt, T will never
learn, to dxfguxfc their expreflive | lanoruaoc
With what' pain did [ affect a coldnefs to

K 4 ‘ : v whxch
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“which T'was—indeed a ftranger! But why
do I wrong my own heart? I did not af-
fe&t it The. native modefty of my fex
gave a referve to my behavior, on the firft
difcovery -of his paffion, which his fears
magpified into hate. O, Emily! Do L in:
deed hate him! you to whofe dear bofom
your Julia confides her every thought, tell
me if I hate this moft amiable of mankind ?
You know by what imperceptible: fleps
my inexperienced heart has been feduced
“to love : you know how deceived by. the
" facred name of friendthip — But' why
do I feek to excufe my fenfibility ? Is he
not worthy all my tendernefs? are we not
“equal in all but wealth, a confideratien
below my care? is not his merit above
titles and riches? How fhall I paint bis
delicacy, his refpetful fondnefs? Too
plainly convinced of his power over my
heart, he difdains to ufe that power to my
.dxfadvantage, he declares he will never
receive me but from my father, he con-
fents
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fents to leive me till' a happier fortune
enables him to ‘dvow his love to all the
world ; he goes without afking the leaft
. promife in his favor. Heaven fure will
profper his defigns, will reward a heart
like his. O, my Emily, did my father fee

with my eyes! what is fortune in the
* ballance with fuch virtue! Had I worlds
in my own power, I fhould value them

only as they enabled me to fhow more-

ftrongly the dlﬁntere&edncils of my affec-
tion.

Born with a too tender heart, which never
before found - an object -worthy its atrach-

ment, the excefs of my affection is un- .
fpeakable. - Delicate in my choice even of -
friends, it was not eafy to find aloverequal -

to that idea of perfection my imagination
had formed ; he alone of all mankind rifes
~up to it; the fpcakmo grace, the eafy

dignity of his air, are the natural confe-

quences of the fupcrxonty of his foul. . He-

K3 . looks

-
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looks as if born to command the world.
Iam mterrupted Adieu.

s Lo ‘_Avcus-r 15th.
To Col. BeriviLie.

OU never were more miftaken:

you will not have the honor of fee-

ing me yet in town. "My Lord.ghinks it

infinitely more refpectful to his royal Maf-

ter to celebrate this- happy event in the
country. .

« My congratulatic;ns, fays he, -vould
be loft in the crowd of a drawing room,
but here 1 can diffufe a fpirit of loyalty and
joy through half a county, and imprefs
all around me with the fame veneration
. and love for the moft amiable of Princes
which burns in my own bofem™. ’

OU-!
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Our entertainment yefterday was mag-
nifique, and in the Gufto Belmonto : there
is a beautiful lake in the park, on the bor-

ders of which, on’ one fide, interfperfed

amongift the trees, . which form a woody
theatre round it, ata diftance of about three
hundred yards, tents were fixed for the
company to dinein,- which confited of all
-the ‘gentlemen’s famiilies’ twenty miles
round. Weftbrook and his daughter were
there, as my Lordevould not fhock them
by leaving them only out when the whole
neighbourhood were invited ; though he
obferved fmiling, this. was a favor, for
thefe kind of people .wesg only gentlemen
by the courtefy of England. Streamers
of the gayeft colors waved on the tops of

~the tents, and glittered in the dancing

funbeams: the tables were fpread with every
delicacy in feafon, at which we. placed
ourfelves in parties, without ceremony
or diftin&tion, juft as choice or accident
dire&ted. On alictle ifland in the mid(¥ of

K6 - the |
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the “lake, ‘an excellent band of mufic was
placed, which played fome of the fineft com-

pofitions of ‘Handel during our repaft;
~ which ended, we fpread ourfelves on the

borders of the lake, where we danced en the
verdant green, till tea and coffec again fum-
i moned us to the teénts; and when evcmng
- ¢ had in her fober livery all things clad,”

fuperb fupper, and grand ballin the faloon
finithed our feftival.

Nor were the villagers forgot : Tables
were fpread for them on the oppofite fide
" of the lake, under the fhade of the talleft
trees, and fo difpofed as to form the moft
agreeable points of view to us, as our en-
campment muﬁ: do to them.

Tamillat dcfcnbmg, but the feaft had
a thoufand unfpeakablc charms. -

Poor Harry! How Iplty him! His
whole foul was abforbcd in the contem-
: plauon
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plation of Lady Julia,with whom hedanc- -

ed. His eyes perpetually followed her; .
and, if I miftake not, his will not be the
only heart which aches at parting on Tuef-

day, for fo long is Harry’s going poftpon-
ed. He may go, but, like the wounded

deer, he carries the arrow in hls breaft, |
Adml

To
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N Tuefday, Augeft 17th:
To Mifs Howarbp.

H OW, my fweet Emily, fhall I bear

his ablence ; an abfence embittered
. bytheremembrance of thofe lively impaffion-
ed hours which lovealone can give ? What
joy have I found in owning the fentiments
of my foul to one fo worthy of all my ten-
dernefs! Yes, Emily, Ilove him — words
3 but ill paint what I fee] — he, he alone,
. —yet he leaves Belmont —leaves it by my
command, leaves it this very hour, leaves
it perhaps for ever — Great Heaven! can I
‘ fupport that thought ? -

If you love, xf you pity your unhappy
friend, return immediately to Belmont, let
~ me repofe my forrows in that faithful
breaft : Lady Anne is tenderly my friend,
but the fprightlinefs of her charaéter in-
timidates me: I do not hope find in her

- that
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that {weet indulgence to all my faults, as
in the gentle foul of my Emily.

I have entreated him to take no leave -
of me; 1 fhall only fee him with the fami- -
ly: The moment draws near — my Hut-

- tering heart — How fhall 1 hide my con-
-cern? — Lady Anne is coming to my a~ -. ..
partment : 1 muft go with her to the faloon,
where he only waits to bid us adieu: his

" chaifeis in the court. O Emily ! my emo-

tion will betray me,—

He is gone, the wholc houfeis in tears: .
never was man fo adored, never man fo
infinitely “deferved it. He prefled my
hand to hiS’lipg his eyes fpoke unuttera-
ble love. - L leaned almoft fainting on
Lady Anne, and hid my tears in her bo-
fom: fhe hurried me to my apartment,
and left me to give vent to my full heart!
She fees my weaknefs, and kindly ftrives -

. to.
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to hide it from others, whilft her dchcacy
prevents her mentioning it to myfelf: fhe
hasa tender and compaffionate heart, and
my referve is an injury to her friend fhip.
. 7
- Lady Anne haa fent to afk me to air;
1 fhall be glad to avoid all eyes but hers;
perhaps 1 may have courage to fell her —
the merits all my confidence, noris it dif-
“truft but timidity which prevents — fhe
“is here—I am afhamed to fee her. Adieu!
my deareft, my beloved friend !
. p .
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5

To Col. BﬁLLVILLF..

Fripay Night,

E haveioft our lovely Harry 5 . he

left' us this mornirg for Lord
T ’s. Poor Lady Julia! hew I adore
her amiable fincerity! fhe has owned her
paffion to me as we aired, and mentioned
hopes which are founded in madnefs: I
ventured gently to remonftrate, but there
is no reafoning with.a heart in love. Time
and abfence may effe¢t acure: Iam the
confidente of both: 1am perplexed how
to proceed: 1 muft either betray the truft
repofed in me, or abufe Lord Belmont’s
friendfhip and hofpitality.

In what a falfe light do we fee every thing
through the medium of paffion! Lady
Julia is heirefs to 14,000/, a*year, yet

thinks .
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thinks Harry’s merit may raife him to a
fituation which will juftify his pretending
to her, and that this ftupendous rife may
be brought about in a twelvemonth: he
too thinks it poffible, nay the fcheme is
his. Heaven and earth! yet they are not

fools, and Harry has fome knowledge of
mankind.

At prefent therc is no talking reafon.
ably te either of them. I muft foothe

them, to bring tﬁemo&' this ruinous incli-
nation by degree

As idlenefs is the nurfe of love, 1 will
endeavour to keep Lady Julia continually
amufed : a new lover might do much, but
there is nobody near us that is tolerable :
indeed the woman who has loved Harry

‘Mandeville, will be fomewhat hard to
pleafe. .

Chance
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Chance favors my defigns ; my Lord
has propofed a vifit of a fortnight toa
neighbouring nobleman, Lord Rochdale,
whofe houfe is generally full of gay peo-

ple ; his fon too, Lord Melvin, with whom .

I was acquainted abroad, and who is only
inferior to Harry ,Mandeville, is hourly
expected from his travels.

Since T wrote the laft paragraph an idéa

has ftruck me ; from a very particular ex-
preflion’in a letter I once received from
Lady Belmont, in France, I have a ftrong
fufpicion Lord Melvin is intended for Lady
Julia; I with he might be agreeable to
her, for her prefent paflion is abfolute dif-
traction.. '

We go to-morrow: when we come back
you fhall hear from me: or, perhaps, for
I am fomething variable in my determina-
tions, as foon asI ger thither. Expe&
nothing however : if I do you the honor,

© you
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you muf fet an immenfe value on my
condefcenfion, for I know we ‘fhall not
have a moment to fpare from amufements.
Adieu! A. WiLmor.

To Grorce MorpauvnTt, Efg;

‘'Have at length left Belmont, and left

it certain of Lady Julia’s tendernefs :

I am the happieft of mankind; fhe loves
me, fhe confefles it, I have every thing

-to hope from time, fortune, perfeverance,

and the conftancy of the moft amiable of
her fex.:

~ AHl cold referve is banithed from that
charming bofom ; above the meannefs of

“fufpicion, fhe believes my paffion noble

and difinterefted.as her.own ; fhe hearsmy
vows with a pleafure which fhe cannot,
~ nay

G
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nay ‘which fhe does not with to concea] ;
fhe {uffers me to fwear eternal tendernefs—
We dined on Wednefday at the hermit-
age. The company difperfed, the moft
dehcate of women, not from coquetry,
but that fweet impulfive modeﬂ:y, not-ob-

vious, riot obtrufive, which gives to beduty-

its lovelieft chirm, avoided an oppor-

tunity, which eager watchful love at laft

‘obtained: alone with her in'thofe fweets
fhades, — O Mordaunt! let not the grofs

unloving libertine talk of pléafure: how -

taftelefs are tlie falfe endearments, the
treacherous arts of the venal wanton, to
the fweet unaffected downcaft eye of vir-
gin innocence, the vivid glow of artlefs
tendernefs, fthe. native vermxlxon of bh:ih-

ing fenfibility, the gcnume file of un-

dxﬁ”embled love !

I write thzs on the road to Lord T —7s,
where I.fhall'be to night, I fhall expeitto
hear from you immediately. Adieu!

H. MANDEVILLE. :
Tov '
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To Henry MawnpeviLre, Efg

‘Mount Melvin,
y; | THURSDAY.
Never fo ftrongly relith the happinefs
of my own manner of living, as when

" I compare it with that of others. I hear

perpetual complaints abroad of the tediouf-
nefs of life, and fee in every face a certain -

‘wearinefs of themfelves, from which I am

fo happy as to be perfectly free. 1 carry
about me an innate difpofition to be pleaf-
ed, - which is the fource of continual -
pleafure.

That 1 haveefcaped what is in generl
the fate of people of my rank, is chiefly

owing to my fortunate choicein marriage:

our mutual paffion, the only foundation on
which fenfible fouls can build happinefs,

‘has been kept alive by a delicacy of beha-
* viour, an angel purity, in Lady Belmont,

to °
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to which words cannot. do juftice. The
tranfports of youthful paffion yield its fweet-
nefs to the delight of that refined, yet ani-
. mated fenfation which my heart feels for
her at this moment. I never leave her
* without regret, nor meet her without rap-
ture, the lively rapture of love,

« By loncr expenenre mellowed into
fnendﬂnp,”.-

‘We have been married thirty years. There

fome; yet to me the is all lovelinefs. I
think no woman beautiful but as the refem-

in my eye, is the likenefs fhe has to her

. amiable m0thcr

diffufed a fpiric through cur whole lives,

of

- are people who think the was never hand-.

‘bles her; and even Julia’s greateft charm,.

This tender, this exquifite affeion, has

and given a charm to the moft common’
occurrences ; a charm, te which the dulnefs .
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of apathy, and the fever of guilty paffion,

are equally ftrangers.

" The family where we are furnitha ftrik-
ing example of the impoffibility of being
happy without the foft union of hearts.
Though both worthy people, having been

- joined by their parents, without that affec-
tion which can alone make fo near a con-
nexion fupportable, their hives pafs on in

__a tedious and infipid round : without tafte
for each other’s converfation, they engage
in a perpetual feries of diverfions, not to
give relifh to, butto exclude, thoferetired
domeftic hours, which are the moft {pright-
ly, and animated of my life ; they feek, by

- crowds and amufements, t0 fly from each
other and from themfelves.

The great fecret of human happinefs, my
dear Mr. Mandeville, confifts in finding fuch
conitant employment for the mind, as,

. : without




1
Lady Jutia MANDEVILLE. 217

without over-fatiguing, may prevent its
languifhing in a painful inadtivity. To

this end 1 would recommend to every man

to have not only fome important point in
wview, but many fubordinate ones, to fill

up thofe vacant hours, when our great pur--

pofe, whatever it is, muft be fufpended :
our very pleafures, even the beft, will fa-
tigue, if not relieved by variety : the mind
. -cannot _always be on the ftretch, nor at-
tentive to the fame obje&, however pleaf
ing: Relaxation is as neceffary as a&ivity,
~ to keep the foual in its due equipoife. No
innocent amufement, however trifling it
may feem to thé rigid or the proud, is be-
low the regard of a rational creature, which

keeps the. ‘mind in play,andunbends it from
more ferious puriuxts. .

I cften regard at once with pnty and afto-
nithment, perfons of my own rank and

age, dragged about in unwicldy ftate, forg-

mg for themﬁ.lves the galling fetters of

Vor. L. . L eternal
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- eternal ceremony, or the ftill heavier chaing -
of ambition ; their bodies bending under
the weight of drefs, their minds for ever
filled with the idea of theirown dignity
and importance; to the fear of leflening
which, they facrifice all the genuine plea-
fures of life. '

Heaven grant, my dear friend, I may
never be too wife, or too proud, to be

happy !

To you, my amiable friend, who are
juft entering on the ftage of life, 1 would
recommend fuch aive purfuits as many
make you an ufeful member of fociety, and
contribute to raife your own fortune and
confequence in the world, as wellas fecure
the efteem of your fellow citizens, and the
approbation of your Prince. -

For my own part, like the Roman ve-
terans, I may now be excufed, if I afk
my
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my difcharge drorn thofe anxious purfuits,

- which are only becoming in the vigor of
our days, and from thofe ceremonial atten-
tions, which arg fcarce bearable even then.
My duty as a fenator, and my refpect to
my king, nothing but real inability fhall
ever fufpend ; but for the reft, I think it
time at fixy to be free, to live to one’s felf,

and in one's own way; and endeavour to
be, rather than to feems happy.

The reft of my days, except thofe I owe
to my country and my prince, fhall be de-
voted to the fweets of conjugal and pater-
nal affection, to the lively joys of friend-
fhip. I bave only one wih as to this
world, to fee Julia married to a man who
" deierves her, who has fenfibility to make
her happy, and whofe rank and fortune
are fuch as may juftify us to the world,
above which the moft philofophic mind
cannot entirely rife; let me but fee this,
and have a hope that they will purfue my

La plan
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_plan of life, let me fee thém bleft in each
other;- and blefling all around them, and
my meafure of earthly fchcxty will be com-
plctc

You know naot, m;.xlw Mr. Mande-
vnlle, ‘how much my happinefs in this world
has been owing alfo to the lively hope of
another : this idea has given me a con-
ftant ferenity, which may not properly
be called the health of the mind, and which
bas diffufed a brightnefs over all my
‘hours. o T

Your account of Lord T — made me .

fmile ; his fear cf being difmiffed at feven-
ty from _the toillome drudgery of bufinefs,
is truly ridiculous: rich, childlefs infirm,
ought not eafe and retirement to be the
firlt objects of his wifhes ? But fuch is the
wretched flavery of all who are under the
abfolute dominion of any paffion, unguid-
ed by the hand of reafon. .

o ‘ The
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_ per reftraints, are the gentle breezes which
keep.life from ftagnation; but, let loofe,
they are the ftorms and whirlwinds which

tear up all before them, and fcatter ruin
and deftruction around,

i

Adieu. I ou’ght to. -apologizc for the

length of thls, but age is the feafon of
garruhty

Your affeétionate

BELMONT.

22y
The paffions of every kind, under pro- ..

v
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To the Earl of BELMONT.

H O W happy would it be formankind,

if every perfon of your Lordfhip’s
‘rank and fortune governed themfelves: by
the fame generous n mmms'

It is with inﬁnitc pain I fee Lord T—
purfuing a ptan, which has drawn on him
the curfe of thoufands, and made his eftate
a ftene of defolation: his farms are in the
hands of a few men, to whom the fons of
the old tenants are either forced to be fer-
vants, or to leave the country to get their
_bread elfewhere. The village, large, and
once populous, is reduced to about eight
families; a dreary filence reigns over their
deferted fields; the farm houfes, once the
feats of chearful fmiling induftry, now ufe-

lefs,
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lefs, are falling in ruins aroudd him; his
tenants are merchants and ingroffers,proud,

lazy, luxurious, infolent, and fpurning the

hand which feeds them.

- Yeftrday aone of them went off largely

in his debt: I took that occafion of prefling
him on his moft vulnerable fide, and remon-
ftrating the danger of trufting fo much of

his property in one hand : but I am afraid
~all I can fay will have no effe@, as he has,
by this narrow felfith plan, alittle encreaf-
ed his rents at prefenr, which is all he has
in view, without extending his thoughts to
that future time, when this wretched policy,
by depopulating the country, will lower
the pricc of all the fruits of the earth, and
leffen, in cenfcqucnce, the value of his
eftate.

With_all my friendthip for Lord T—,

I cannot help obferving in him another -

fault greatly below his rank and underitand:

L 4 ing, .
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ing, I mean a defpicable kind of pride,
which meafures worth by the gifts of for-

tune, of which the largeft portion is toe

often in the hands of the leaft deferving..

His treatment of fome gent]cmen, whofe

- forfunes-were unequal to their birth and me-

rit, yelterday, at his table, almoft determin-
ed me to leave his houfe: Iexpoftulated
warmly, tho’ not impolitely, with him

the fubjeét, andalmoft got him to confefs his
error. My friendfhip for him makes me
feel fenfibly what muft leflen. his character
in the eyes of all whofe efteem is defirable.

“1with him to pafs a month at Belmont, that

he may fee dignity without pride, and con-

- dcfcenﬁon without meannefs ; that he may
fee virtue in hcr lovelieft form,and acknow-

ledge her genuine beauty.
. Yam, my Lord, &c. -

- -~ H. MANDEVILLE. -

To-
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C To GiorcE MORDAUNT, Efq,
FRIDAY.,

Have paft a tedious fortnight at Lord

T —"s, without tafting any pleafure
but that of talking of Lady Julia, with
fome ladies in the neighbourhood who
know her. I eftimate the merit of thofe -
1 converfc with, by the diftin&ion of being
'known to her: thofe who are fo happy as
to be of her acquaintance have, in my eye,
every charm, that polithed wit or elegant
knowledge can give; thofe who want that
advantage fcarce deferve the name of hu-
man bemos all converfation, of which fhe
is net the fubjedt, is- lifelefs and infipid;
all, of which fhe is, brilliant and divine. . -

- My Lord rallies me on my frequent
“vifits to thefe Ladies, and, - as one of them
is extremely handfome, fuppofes it a be-
gmmn ‘paffion: the Lady herfelf, I am
L afraxai
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afraid, is deceived, for, asthe is particularly
warm in her praffes of Lady Julfa, my
Cyes fpatkle with pleafure at her approach,
.1 fingle herout in every company, and
"~ dance with her at all our litle parties ; I
- have even an attention to her fuperior to
 that of common lovers, and feel for her -

~ atendernefs for which I want 2 name. =~

Lady Anne has had the goodnefs to
- write twice to me, from Lord Rochdale’s, -
whither my Lord went, with his amiable
family, two days after 1 left Belmont:
. Lady Juliais well, fheloves me, fhe hears
of -me with pleafure. Ou'ght I at prefent
ta with more ?

I have hmfed to Lord T—— my purpofé,
‘thaugh not the dear motive which infpired
it; heis warmly my friend, if there is truth
in man. I will be more explicit the firft _
time I fee him alone: fhall 1 own to you
one weaknefs of my heart ? Iwould be

ferved -
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ferved by any intereft but Lord Belmont’s.
How can [ pretend to his daughter, if all I
have is, in a manner, kis gift? I would
be rich independently of his friendfhip.

Lord T——is walking in the garden
alone, I will go to him, and explain all my
defigns : his knowledge of mankind will
guide me to the beft road to wealth .and
honor, his friendfhip will affit me to the
ample extent of his power. Adieu !

L€ “ , To.}

oo oW
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To Hexry ManpeviLLE, Efg;

H, do you know I have a little re-
queft to make, you? but firft, by
way of preface, I muft inform you, Lady

‘Belmont -has been reading me a ferious

leGure about the Caro Bellville, who has
wrote to her to beg her interceffion in his

favor.

 Ifind foo}s havé been impertinent in re-

gard to our friendthip: there are fo few
pleafuresin this world, I think it extreme-
ly hard to give up one fo lively, yetin-
nocent, as that of indulging a tender efteem
for an amiable man. But to our conver-
fation:

- «« My dear Lady Anne, I am convinced
you love Colonel Bellville.

"Love him, Madam ? no, I rather think
not; [am not fure: The manis not fhocking,
and dies for me : I pity him, poor creature; . .

: and
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and- pity, your Ladyfhip knows, is a-kin
to love. -

- 'Will you be grave one moment ?

A thoufand, if your Ladyfhfp defires
it: nothing fo eafy to me; the graveft
creature in the world naturally. |

You allow Colonel Béllville merit ?

- Certainement.

That he loves you ?_\

,TQ diftra&ion.

And you return it ?
x ,
Why asto that — he flatters agreeably,
- and I am fond of his converfation on that .
account: and let me tell you, my dear
Lady Belmont, it is not every man that can
flatter; it requires more genius than one
would fuppofe
. You
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You intend fome time or other to marry
him ?

Marry? O heavens ! How did fuch a
thought enter your Ladyfhip’s imagina-
tion ? Have not I been married already ?
And is not once enough in confcxence, for
any reafonable woman ?

Wi]l you pardon me if I then afk, with
what view you allow his addrefs 2

1 allow ? Heavens, Lady Belmontf 1
“allow the addrefles of an odious male anis
mal? If fellows will follow one, how is
it to Te avoided ? it is one’s misfortune to
be handfome, and one-muft bear. the con-
fequences. :

But, my dear Lady Anne, an uncone®
ed life — Is the pleafanteft life in the
world. Have not 1 3000/ ayear? am
not | a widow ? miftrefs of my owr ac-
nons? with youth, hcalth, a tolerable un-_
dcrﬂandmg,

’
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- derftanding, an air of the world, and a per-
fon not very difagreeable ?

' | Aﬂ this I own.

: All this # yes, and twenty times more,

or you do nothing. Have not thefe uyn-
" happy eyes carryed deftruftion from one
climate to another ? Have not the fpright-
ly French, the haughty Romans, confeft
themfelves my flaves 2 Have not — But -
. it would tzke up a life to tell you all my
‘cohquets. .

i

Rut what is all this to the purpofe, my

dear?

Now I prote& I think it is vaftly to the

“purpofe. And all this you advife me to-

give up, to become a tame; domeftic, ingy
animate —{reifly, my dear Madam, I did

not think it was in your nature to be fo
“uareafonable.

+ It is with infinite pain, my deareft Lady
Anne, I bring myfelf to fay any thing
v which
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which. can give you a moment’s uneafinefs.
But it.is the ﬂcgf true friendfhip—

To tell difagreeable truths: I know
that is what your Ladyfhip would fay{ and,
to- fpare you what your delicacy ftarts at
mentioning, you have heard afperfions
on my charalter, which are the confe-
quenees of my friendfhip for Col. Bellville.

; T know and admire the inno_ccnt_chear-
fulnefs of your heart, but I grieve to fay,
the opinion of the wosld —

As to the opinion of the world, by
which is meant the malice of a few fpite-
ful old cars, I am perfeétly unconcerned
about it; but your Ladyfhip’s efteem is

greceflary to my happinefs : I will there-
fore to you vindicate my conduct : which,
though” indifcrect, has been really irre-
proachable. Though a widow, and ac-
countable to nobod), I havc ever lived
with



Lady Juria MANDEVILLE. 233

with Colonel Bellville, with the referve of
blufhirig, apprehenfive fifteen, whilft the
warmth of my friendthip for him, and the
pleafure I found in his converfation, have
let loofe the baleful tongue of envy, and -
fubjeted my refolution to the malice of
an ill-judging world, a world I defpife for
bis fake, a world, whofe applaufe is too
often beftowed on the cold, the felith, and
the. artful, and denied to that generous
unfufpecting opennefs and warmth of heart;
which are the ftrongeft chara&erifticks of
true virtue. My friendfhip, or, if you pleafe;
my love, for Colonel Bellville, is the firft
pleafure of my life; the happieft hours of
which have been paft in his converfation ;
nor is there any thing I would not facrifice
to my paffion for him, but his happinefs;
which, for reafons known to your Lady-
fhip, is incompatible with his marrying .
me.

Buw
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But is it not poffible to remove thofe
reafons ? ‘

I am afraid not. " -

Would it not then, my dear Madam, be
moft prudent to break off 2 connexion,
which can anfwer no purpofe but making

“both unhappy ?

Iownit would, but prudence was never

a part of my charaer. Will you forgive
and pity me, Lady Belmont, when 1 fay,
that, though [ fec in the ftrongeft light my
own indifcretion, I am not enough miftrefs
of my heart to break with the man to
whom 1 have only a very precarious and
diftant hope of being united? There is
an enchantment in his friendthip, which
‘1 have not force of mind to break through;
he is my guide, my guardian, proteétor, -
friend ; “the only man I ever loved, the
man to whom the laft receffes of my heart
are open: muit I give up the tender ex-
quifite, refined delight of his converfation,
: ' to
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to the falfe opinion of a world, governed
by prejudice, judging by the exteriar, which
isvgenérally fallicious, and conlemning, -
without dilintion, th f foft affeCtions
without which life is farcely above vege-
taton ?

" Donot imagine, my dear Lady Belmont,
I have really the levity I affe& : or, had
my prejudices againft marriage been ever
fo ftrong, the time I have pafifed here
would have removed them : Liee my Lord-
and you, after an union of thirty years,
with as keen a relith for each other’s con-
verfation as you could have felt at the mo-
ment which firft joiced youw: I fee in you
all the attentan, the tender folicitude of
begianing love, with the calm delight and
perfe@ confidence of habitual friendfhip.
I am therefore -convinced marriage is ca-
pable of happinefs, to which an uncon-
nected ftate is lifelefs and infipid ; and,
from obfcrvmo the lowcly delicacy of your
Ladyﬂups
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"Ladyfhip’s conduét, I am inftructed how
that happinefs is to be fecured; 1.am in-
ftructed how to avoid that taltelefs, lanomd

unimpaffioned hour, fo fatal to love and
friendfhip. ~

With the man to whom I was a vi&inm,
my life was one continued fcene of mifery s
to a fenfible: mind; there is no cold me-
dium in marriage ; its forrows, like its
pleafures, are éxquifite.  Relieved from
thofe galling' chains, I have met with 2
heart fuited to my own; borm ‘with’ the
fame fenfibility, the famé peculia¥ turn
of thinking: pleafed" ‘with the fame plea-
fures, and exadly formed to make me
happy 1 will believe this fimilarity was

not given to condemn us both towrerch- -
ednefs: as it is impofiile either of us can
be happy but with the-other, I will hope
“‘the ‘bar, which at prefent feems invinci-
ble, may be removed: 'till. then mdulge
me, my.dear Ltdy Bclaﬁom, in- the inno-
. -cent
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cent pleafure of loving him, and truft to
his honor for.the fafety of mine.”

The moft candid and amiable of women,
after a gentle remonftrance on the impor-
tance of ¥eputation té happinefs, left me, fo
perfetly fatisfied, that fhe intends to invite
Bellville down. I {end you this converfati-
on as an introduion to a requeft I have tQ
make you, which I muft poftpone to my
next. Heavens! how perverfe! interrupt~

ed by one of the verieft cats in nature, who

will not leave us till ages after the poft is
gone. Adieu! for'the prefent! it is pretti-
ly enough contrived, and one of the great
advantages of focicty, that one’s time, the

‘moft precious of all poffeffions, is to be.

facrififed, from a falfe politenefs, to every

idle creature who knows not what elfc to ]

do. Every body complains of this, but
nobody attempts to remedy it. -

Am

e
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Am not I the moft inhuman of women,

 to write two fheets without naming Lady

Julia? She is well, and beautiful as an

‘angel: we have a ball to-night on Lerd

Melvin’s retum, againft which the is pot-
ting on all her charms. We fhall be at
Belmont to-morrow, which is two.or three
days fooner than my Lord intended.

4

Lady Julia dances with' Lord Melvin,
who is, except two, the moft amiable man’

‘T know : the came up juft as'I fat downto
write, and lookcd as if the had fomething
o fay: the is gone, however, without a -

word ; her childith bafhfuloefs about you

s mtolerable.

- The ball waits for us. [am ’intcrrup:-

ed by an extreme pretty fellow, Sir Charles
Mellifont, who has to-night the honor of
my hand. Adio!

A. WiLMmor.

To

Ay
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To iady Amn Wu.uor.

‘E have a ball to-night on Lo
¢ Melvin’s return, pgamﬁ which
« fhe is putting on all her charms.”

Oh, Lady Anne! can you indeed know
what it is to love, yet play with the anxie- "
ty of a tender heart? I can {carce bear the -
- thought of her looking lovely in my ab-
fence, or in any eyes but mine; how then
can I fupport the idea of 'her endeavouring-
to pleafe another, of her putting onall -
her charms to grace the return of a man,
young, amiable, rich, noble, and the fon
of her father’s friend ? a thoufand fears, a
thoufand conjetures torment me: fhould
fhe love ano:hcr—-thc poffibility diftracts

M, e
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me.—Go to her, and afk herif the tender-
eft, moft exalted .paffion, -if the man whe
adores her—I knownot what I would aye——
you have fet me on the rack —If you have
pity, my -dearelt Lady Anne, loft nota

o

moment to make me eafy. -

thent & oo

Yours, &¢.

e s B o

II. MaNDEVILLE.

The END of the FirsT VOLUME.







